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¥ THE SOUTH INDIAN BRIDGE ASSOCIATION

A Special General Body Meeting will be held on Saturday 2nd
Jeme, at the Jubilee Hall, Mylapore Glub, at 6 p.x. to consider and
approve the Draft Memoranda, etc., of the Soura Inpian Brivce
AssoctaTION, MADRAs, regarding the Registration of the Association,
under Act XXI of 186o.

Members are requested to be present.

K. GURUDUTT
14—5—1956. Hony. Secretary.

For the Attention of Members Please,
a° ()I'(lill-"ll"\‘ nrembers are 1'('(|ll('\|r'l{ toopayup their cuarrent

subseriptions lar 1955-34.

IFarrears 7700 lor 1950255, are not paid by the Hime e
next issne ivosent, we shall dake 0 for granted thay we
have the approval ol manbes 10 sew] the issue by V1P,
for their arremrs s owell o o e subserippticog o the
anreenl vear. ’

1, Please check-up the princed moune and sddress Gn e
wripper, and corrections, oany. mav be osent o the
uidersiened fnnnediately,

K. GURUDUITT
Neorstary.
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few officials. A referee and a
Recorder were attached to cach
table. It had all the air and

atmosphere of an international
match.

On the first day 64 deals were
played. For Madras P. S. Reddy
and K.C. Ramaratnam sat North
and South in the Open Room and
played the first 64 Boards without
any change. In the closed
Room the Match Started with
G. Devarajan as East and P. S.
Sadasivamm  as  West,  After
playing some deals T.S. Chandra-
sckharan took over as Ease.
For Andhra the set up was
P. Tilak and A, Ramamurthi
as East and West in the Open
Room and N. Venkata Rao and
P. Thirumal Rac as North and
South for the first 32 deals. In
the second session N. Venkata-
Rao and P. Thirumat Rao played
as East and West and Tilak
played with Dr. Sambasiva
Rao sat North and South in
the closed Room. At the
end of the first session of
32 deals the Madras team had a
comfortable lead of 22 I.M.P.
Hopes ran high and in some
circles this lead was considered
to confirm the superiority of
recognised bidding systems.

Deals 1 10 9o.

The first deal turned out to be
a bad one, and retrospectively
speaking, an inauspicious begin-
ninghibr Madras. While the
Andhra players Thirumal Rao
and Venkatarao using their
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pecuniar bidding system bid 2
rather enterprising little slam in
clubs and with fayourable
distribution made i, Reddy
and Ramaratnam of Madras
played the deal in a safe
3 No Trumps and made fve.
Five points were lost on this
deal. To indicate and explain
the bidding system employed
gy ]thm Pair we give below this
cal,

DEAL ;.

Dealer : North Vul : Nei =
BiopING—OPPONENTS SILENT.
NorTtH SourH *

Noie:—1 & denotes an artifici-
al bid with a hand contaim'l;u;' (::3.}

. T. or more but not eXceeding

5 H. T. This is not the strongest

of the artificial bids, An -
ing bid of 1 ¢ claims this, oTl':c
response of 14 to the openingbid
of 1 & reveals a hand containing
1} H.T. or more and no singleton
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or void, This is also an artificial
bid. The rebid of 2 Diamonds
shows the genuine suit of the
opening hand and the second
response of 2 @ shows his
suit. The play does mot
require to be narrated. The
Declarer made 6 clubs with
the cards favourably placed.

Part games f{or Part Score
Contracts) in my opinion call
for real dexterity—a very fine
assessment of the hands and
clever suit management and
play in view of the distributed
strength among the opponents
also. It is very difficult 1o
reach par in part score coniracts.
Deal No. 3 is a fine illustration.

Dealer : South Vul : E-W.
dAJ765
¥o932
43
HdAKB3
Qioz 983
s.]f} 3AKQ107
$ Awgbs2 € KQy
& 107 & Q7
$ Kg
¥ 865
®J87
& 96432

Par bid is 3 Spades by North
South though it is difficelt 0
bid. In neither table was the
hand played in this contract.
Nerth  did not bid clubs in
either table. In the closed Room
the Contract was 2 Hearts by
East and in the open Room 3D
by west. In the closed room.

5
Devarajan sitting East, owing to
a slip by the defenders, made 4 @
while in the open room the
contract of 3 4 was set by one
trick. The swings in part score
contracts are quite heavy and

quite often decide the result of a
match.

The next deal also brings home
the point that part score hands
are really the most difficult to bid
and play. On this hand g t
by North South is the par bid.
For even 2 Spades is by good
defence set by 2 tricks. However
setting the contract of 2 Spades
by one trick does not get any
match points. It will he of
interest to note that in  both
the tables the contract was played
in 2 Spades and was set one, It
could be set by two tricks by
good defence.

Posh
N {O B
)

This was the bidding in the
closed Room.
West NorTé East  Sourtn
1 & — 1 NT Dhl.
— 2 @ 2 ‘ —_
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.. Deal 6 was also a swing deal.
NortH EasT  Sours  Wesr

-~ 19 ONT 2 ¢

38 39 34 4 ¥
4 NT —_ 5. —
59 — 5 @ Dble
& 1096
: 4
¢ A8 .
e $Jg765,43
AQ 3
10hH542 3,3, a
176-{—? .K(_;QSJ;?J
& Q2
KT8
eK{’. 752
®QJwo
AR

In this deal while P, S.R
and Raq:aratnam were COlfS&ctll):
to play in 4 Spades the Andhra
pair 1n the closed Room inspite
ofinterference tried for slam and
overreached themselves. This was
a costly deal for them for, the
not only' lost a game gt the
opportunity to collect 500 points
from their vulnerable Opponents
who made a bid of 4 Hearts,

Deal No. 8 appears 1o me tg
expose one of the handicaps of the
artificial Bidding system em.
ployed by the visitors,
Holding ;

Kgg

2 2 1
e e R B S

6
74
J83
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the artificial bid of 1 & could
not be made. Thus the advan~
tage of a2 prepared bid was lost.
The bidding went as foliows.

Dealer : West

. Vul: EW.
NortH Eastr  Sourn WesT
- - — Pass
- I & -— 2 ¢

In  the closed
bidding was natural, Room - the

Norta East  Sourn  Wesr
- - — Pas
—_ I ‘ - i ’
Pass 1 @4  Pas  aNT
Pass  Pass Pass

Strange to say East must have
Bot cold feet and passed the
jump bid of 2 NT by partner.

3 NT if bid could have been
made  without any difficulty.
Actually East made t+NT on
this hand.  This would haye

secured 4 points for the Madias
leam,

Deal 8 :
$ 6502
4 A84
$ 08
" 3 Kiogéy
QJ
$ 7.0, 2600
® Ao63z2 T74
& 75 Alsg
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Deal g presents the usual pro-
blem of responding to a preemp-
tive bid by partner .in a minor
suit, Should one bid 3 NT or
pass. In the open room against
partner’s 3 opening, P. S,
Reddy made the bid of 3 NT and
made it without diffic.ity; where-
as in the closed room g & hid by
South was passed by N. Thirumal
Rao.

Dealer : North

AQa2
87252
$ Qriogz

$ J6

Vul : E-W.

L}
+> 4
2
(S
©

Deal 10 proved to he disastrous
to Madras. The defense over-
call-of a 2 clubs opening bid by
3 clubs by North (Reddy) was
passed by K. G. Ramaratnam
on account (we are informed)
of a misunderstanding of the
bidding system of visitors. The
contract was 2 down. A
game in either major 1s there,
Curiously the Andhra hidding
system which enabled them to
bid a little slam in the first
deal did not kelp them to reach
a vulnerable game on this hand
even though a powerful 1

7

Diamond opening was made,
The bidding at the closed room
is given below. ’

Dealer : East  Vul : Both $ides

NorTH Fastr  Soutn Wesr

_— Pass Pass Pass
1 & — 1 ¢ —_
1 NT — 2 & —
24— —

We wonder why the Spade
suit was not bid at all. We
do not know what the 2 dh
response  means—possibly  a
confirmation of the negative
values of the hand.

Here is the deal,

& AKQo
$EKQio8
$ AK 103
&K
' WAL $ 1032 "
¥ 742 ¥ Jos
¢ — $QJg72
$ AJiog863 & Q5

#8854
¥ AGsy
® 8654
& 542

On the above hand in the open
room Madras by this mis-
understanding lost 200 points
and in the closed room the
Andhra pair made 110 points.
Madras lost 5 valuable points
on this deal.



. Thirteen is supposed 1o be an
“ unlucky number. Unlucky for
some ! . Deal 13 happened to be
lucky for Madras. The deal is
given below.

Dealer : North  Vul : Both Sides

& AK 52

¥ ABs53

$3875

, S8

. Qo764 & 103
$KJ72 ¥ Qioh
® 94 ¢ AQiog
& 73 & KQse

& ]38

¥ o4

® KJ6oe

& Aioghy

Bidding in the cloced room was
as follows:

NortH East Sourm WesT

14  Double Pas. o &
Pass. Pass,

The bidding was of a differen:
strain in the open room,

Norta East Souvrn West

1 4 Double — —

2 H — 2 NT Double
"Pass.  Pass. Pags,

_ South made the contract of
?NT, and was able to secure 6,
M.P. on this deal,
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Deal 15:

Dealer : South Vul : N/S.

roed
-

‘In the closed room the Madras
pair sitting E.W. failed to reach
a conl';ract of 3 NT: East, it
must be said erred in bidding.
The rebid of Hearts is neither
correct nor helpful.

NortH East SovTH  West
— -— - 1
— 4 - 2 t
— 29

In the Open Room the bidding
went as below,

Norrm Basr Soursn West

- —  Pass, ?
~ st 220
— 3% — 3NT

) @ denotes a powerful bid,
5 HT or more. Hese obviously
1L 15 being stretched too much !

The bid of 2 clubs by East
Causcs some surprise. The res-
ponse of 2 of 4 Suit to ap open-
ing of 1 Diamond shows a genuing
sutt with 2 honour tricks in the
hand. Is the club suit with East
genuine ?

e st

ﬁymyggNTwa:bidandmade
e lozs to Madras on the deal
was heavy.

However to com te that,
deal 18 fetched the Madras side
«quitc a handful of I.M.P. Acci-
dents do happen even in  Inter-
State matches ! South (Ven-
kata Rao) gave an incorrect
answer to his partner’s 4 N.T.
conventional call and much to
his chagrin found that a little
slam had slipped through their
hands. The Madras team bidding

recisely bid 6 Spades and made
it and 7 LM.P. were obtained
thereby.

- Deal 21 raises in one’s mind
the doubts about the inherent
supetiority of the system of
bidding employed by the visitors.
It is difficult for the bidder to
suspect  the weakness in any
particular suit. To one ac-
customed to the Culbertson
school such  artificial bids
appear not a linle confusing.
Study the bidding on this deal.

Dealer : North Vul: N-S§
Nortr East Sourw  West

— _— 14—
"1+ NT — 24 {7) —
'K —_ 2.4 -

2NF — 3gNT —
The weakness of the Diamond

* suit and the bad shape of North's

hand were never made known or

. felt.

As a result fike the waual club
player they seem to have bid 3
-4

Lt

N.T.! Intheother table there
was no attempt to play the hand
in No trumps as the apparent disr
tributional misfit was a warni
to the players and the hand was
played in 3 Hearts and made.

2
eAKtog4.

94
$Jos532
3Q76 : Jio83
Q753 J8
¢ A8 erQhG
& 10874 K6

eAKBM
62

& 10532

P A

The Bidding on Deal 22 again
gives room for us to wonder
whether on such hands it will be
difficult for the artificial bidding
system to reach sound contracts,

The bidding :

Norta East  Sourn Wesr
— — e E
—_ I ’ — I .

— 1 NT - 2. ¢

— — ——

In the closed room the bidding
by the Madras pair was straight
and simple. .

NortH East Sotm-f Wesr
T -

— - - " “!‘
— INT — aNT



o
.- It should be recorded that
while § Diamonds wds made
by W in the open room, 3 NT
which was bid well bid by East
(Chandrasekharan) was not made,
The: initial lead was a club and
North played back a club on
ing the trick with Ace of
spades. East tgok a finesse of
the Queen of Diamonds immedia-
tely after removing the Spade
Ace. Had the spade suit
which wasestablished after the re-
moval of the Ace of Spades been
played out it would have helped
declarer in go small way, Much
could belearned by the opponents’
discards and it.would give some
idea as to how to play the
diamond suit. -

Deal 22:
Dealgr : East Vul : Bath.
Asgyg
. ¥4 863
Qs
- Jos542
tKQJ” ggﬁﬂ
K2 Qio7y
¢ AK g 4 10984
$ Ko $ As
. 108
& 3AJ94
# $ 762
& Q1084

. Deal 28 presents an interestin

eeze postibility. On both the
tables little slam was bid. In the

- open Rosm the contract was 6 ¢
by \ust; in the closed room. 6 §
by West, While only 6 ¢ can

‘b mbde, if the contract is played
" in" diamonds a grand slam can

mINDIANBRIDGEWp_Pf.LD-
be made!
Deiler : West | Vul : N-§
754%
30.9
L &
‘_K109654
6 ARQ 10
sK7632 eAms,
¢ AKiwgs ¢ Qb3
Q7 $ Ay3
eJQB'z
J84
®J872
& 82
The last four-card position
comes to.
¥ Qg
log .
¥ K76 10
¢ X Awos
gJ
J84

On the play of the last trump

South is squeezed in both hearts
and spade.

Deal 32 may probably continue
still to give some regrets to
Chandrasekaran. A slam in
Spades was bid by him sitting
East. South led Club 6 and
dummy tabled out,

10943 W KQs
: AKyg $ Qioy,
Holdng @ A Q A 2
A8 @ Q10 §Aag8s
Declarer could see only 2
possible losers. The location of
the 2 black Kings was the thing:

if the trump King was on the

right side there was absolutely no
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difficulty. The lead was dub 6!
Here was a contract presented on
a plate or was it ? What was the
plan of south. Was he under-
Jeadirig the King of Clubs?
Would he 'do so in a slam
contract? Actually South had.
One could well visualise the
huddle of East not knowing
what to play. South must also
have had some uneasy moments
as the dummy went down.
Bast—believing that south would
not undeilead played the ten
of clubs. South heaved a sigh
of -relief. The contract’ was
Jost and was ulimately one
down. If only East had put
the queen! Even to this day
this thought must trouble our
friend. Of course as a Double
Dummy problem the contract
can be made even if the Queen
of clubs is not played.

J6

Jmo742
¢ J762
i

[l

A
453 i a
o3 A

Q852
8

<

—

> <>

Orns
-

0
85

7= I

K.
s 63
®985
& X631

w'ﬂ&om
8

Second session :  Deals Nos. 33
to 64 :

In the second session the
Madras Team lost nrach of their
initial gain. The gomfortable
margin of a2 pointy that they

11
had secured in the first semsibe:
was reduced to 4 points. There
were a number of vital swings
on cither side in- this session of
32 deals but the Madras Team
gave away more.

The Second session started off
badly for the Madras side. Ih
the first three deals 6 valuabije
points were lost. Deal No. 36
however proved to be very lucky
for Madras and it fetched
them 6 pts. Dealing oneself
#K329Qi08432 ¢A
$ K85 would gne open
the hand? In the closed Room
P. 8. Sadasivam sitting west did
not open the hand and the deai
was cashed. Whereas in the o
room  Mr. Thirumala Row
opened one heart and the
opponents had little difficulty
i reaching a game in spades,
Has this any lesson for the
Duplicate Bridge player?

The full hand is given below :

DearLEr WesT, Vul: Both.

AJaBS6
96
¢ KQ3o2
& 106
32
ic8432
8

o<
R LW
ey By

J75
1076
743

-~ b

5 .
3Qr°5
K
9854
$AQgz2

We now come to Deal No. 4o.



K
AQ
Q 10
K

9
2
8

The Madras Team in a
straightforward manner reached
& contract of 3 no trumps. The
Andhra pair however played
the contract in two spades, Their
bidding went, opponents being
gilent,

Norta Sourn
Tilak Dr.&mhui-ulhg.
—_— 1 .
1 NT 2 &

- The Madras Team made the
contract of 3 no trumps on a
ﬂc lead (fourth best) from
. A club lead " would
have made it extremely difficult
for the declarer as there are entry
blems to his hand. 1 shail
ﬁ"\re this to the reader to work

out.
No, 4o proved disas.
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cost five match points.. In
the room the Contract
was pﬁyed in a timid two spades
and four was made. In the
closed Room the bidding was
aggressive and a contract of 4
spades was reached by East
which was doubled by North,
Possibly, the double of ‘the con-
tract by North must have caused
some flutter and East playi
North for a singleton King play;rﬁ
the Aceofspadesforadropa.nd
found to his great. disappoint=
ment that North was void.
No doubt it is a very difficult
choice for East but East could
have placed mere honors

for the double and not the
holding of spade king with
North for his double. Further,
as the spade bid had come
from East, North would have
thought twice before doubling
the contract with 'a singleton
spade king and not i
the location of the Ace of spade,

Dearer Easr: Vul : Both,
é —
®Jo6

T OREHIL 1986

r Déul?th.,;siaavery' m
hand wi immense possibilitics.
In the closed room the bidding

« Jwent as follows :

Norre East SourR West
X R -_

l& — —_— Ebc
ooy e
— sé — -

In the open room the bidding
stopped with two spades by
West and there was no further
interference by South. 4 hearts
can be made on the distribution
by North-South. This deal again
illustrates the point about evalua-
tion of hands in the face of com-

titive bidding. If North or

outh had at least pushed East

West to 3 spades d:jr; the o;lx:rtl
Room ints t were los
on’ thi33 dE:l could have been
neutralised.

Deal No. 46 : Gredit should be
given for the Madras pair Reddy

"

and Ramaratnam for playing &

8 safe part contract of 3 spades.
In the closed room after 2 suits
were shown by his partner south
who opened on a very slender
hand (with no aces) made bold
to bid § no-trump. The hand
is given along with the bidding,

DeaLer Easr: Vul : Nil,
$ 106542
v ,
®AK8542
& 62
A8y ngs
Jrwogg A8 a2
¢ 6 $Jiog
# Qo843  HAJi0y
& K J
PEKQ7653
*Q73
& Ks

In Closed Room :
NortH  East SoutH Wesr

p-4 — I -
I — 29 -
3 — 3NT —
—_ — x
Bidding in the open Room ;
Norte  East Sourm Wesr
— 1 ¢ —_

x
1 : — 29 —
3 — 3 & -~
Deal No. 57: was a bad deal
for the Madras tcam. In the
closed room, the Contract was 4
spades by North (Dr, C. Samba-
siva Rao) and it was made on a
Diamond lead. Of

the contract could be set on
an initial heart lead; but



King was made it is too late to
st the contract.
. In the open room the bidding
must- have confused South who
hapdly opened his mouth in
the auction and the East-
West  Dbidding flickered - off
. in a weak 2 Diamond bid by
East in which 4 was made.. The
- total loss in points on this deal
turned out to be six,

Dearer North : Vul ; BE-W
Al753
.965
® Q74
‘ S 109
:64 e:os
KQ38 2 743
®J1085 & AKgba
& 764 $AQ]
zKan
AJro
$3
& Kgsa

Deal No. 59 instead of fetching
6 points, for Madras gave away
6 . points.

Dealer South : Vul. Nei.

P

“giice the natural lead of diamond

The bidding cooled off in 4
spades in the closed room, in
which 5 ‘spades was made,

whereas a Jittle slam in spad&‘ .

was bid in the open room by
Ramaratnam.  The contract

was set one down. The play
was as follows :

N E S w
H4 Ho Hg HK
H6 Hsjy S3 HA
S8 S$S6 SQ Ss
SA4 89 Sa Ha
CK G5 QG2 Gj
Cs C8 CA4 Qy
8o §7 Cg C6

After playing two rounds of
trumps had the declarer chosen
the diamond suit for establish-
ment leaving the club suit as a
second line of play the contract
could have been made. If the
trumps fall in 2 rounds there was
no need for further play at all,

At the end of the day, the
Madras team found that the
valuable” lead that they had
secured in the first session had

dwindled to a mere 4 point
lead.

(o be contd.).

PREFERENCE BIDS
By N. MUTHUKRISHNA IvER, B.A., B.L., Tanjore.

Rule 3 & 4
The reasons lying behind rules

g and 4 have been scen while

discussing rules 1 and 2 and their
exceptions, These two illustra-
tions are from Culbertson.

(1)
Soutn West  NorTH East
1 @  Pas 2 & Pass
2 ¥ Pass 2 &

(2)
Sour West NorTH EasT
1 4  Pass 2 & Pass
a2 @ Pass Pass

He is of the view that the first

uence is no stronger than the
second and that North’s bid of
2 Spades in sequence No. I is
not a bid at all. He says, “ It
means that North would have
liked to pass but he knows spades
to be a better trump suit than
hearts. He is not going to leave
South to suffer in a bad heart
trump suit when he can just

- as easily return the contract

to a satisfactory Spade sut
Bui if ke had preferred hearts he
would have passed.”’ Therefore,
when the responder’s hand is
strong enough to raise either of
the suits bid by partner, rules
5 and 6 come into play. As has

been observed earlier some people
hold that a bid is always stron-
ger than a pass. Suppose the
bidding has been, '
Norte FEast South Wesr
1 & Pass. I Pass
1 & Pass. ?
and South hoids: & J87: -
QJro62: ¢ 8754 K.
What shall be bid ? Some experts
recommend a pass by South,
that is, nurse-maiding partmer
to the extent of not giving him
further chance 10 bid and get
worse. South should assume that
North was prepared for a
by South when the former bid
Spades. To return to 2 Diamonds
is not equivalent to a pass,
It is pertinently asked, *‘is not
the same bid of 2 Diamonds
made by South in the following
sequence holding two  different
hands ?”

NortH East Soutrn West
1 & 1. @ Pass. Pas.
1 ¢ Pass ?

Hand v :

$874;W92; $9654;
$ 8652
Hand 2 :

#874;902; ¢QJo4;
é K8as3.



' The INDIAN BRIDGE WORLD
Thercfore, when responder has -

o goath's bid is 2 Diamonda
aolding any of the above 2 hands
it to be logical and consistent
will have to jump teo 3 diamond

: ;_w ‘make & .distinction between

‘the two hands—which means

. chaos. While observing the rules
governing ‘‘ Preference Bids™,

- sélf-protection  must guide
judgment.

.~ 'But those who play the Chur-
chill or Roth-5tone systems and
those who do not respond at
2 level, as a matter of style or
partnership understanding, with-
out substantial support, when
they do revert back to the first
bid suit guarantee a moderate

* to good hand. The opener can
relnd his suit without apparent
risk, to probe for further infor-
mation to reach a higher con-
tract. Again when partner has
responded at 2 level ordinarily
opener can expect better sup-
port than he could expect from
a mere one-over-one take-out ;
an example from Culbertson is ¢
North holds: ¢ K83: @ g2:
& AJ84: & 1063,

Sourn West Norta  East

1 3 Pass. 2 ¢ Pass
2- Pass 2 & Pass
* By simply showing preference
for spades, North warns that he
has a minimum hand. But since
North previously made a two-
‘ over-one response, South knows
his inimurm is about two honour
tricks.” South can make tries
- for a game and may not read
5 deg by North as a mere
.

of evils or a sign-off,

a hand strong to raise
one of the suits bids by his
ner, a mere preference wiln‘:;
be read as a raise, When the
rcsdpondcr raises either of the suits.
bid by the partner he shall do
it as indicated in Rules 5 and 6.
Rule 5 & 6.—Culberson says,
“ Raise one trick if you prefer
the second bid suit; Fump one

trick if you prefer the first bid
suit” and he ilustrates,

South  West. Norta  Fast

1 & Pass 24 -Pas
2 ¥ Pass 3 &

is the same as
I & Pass 2 & Pass.
2 ¢ Pass 39

He says: * The first case only
seems to be a jump raise. Like
the second example, it repre-
sents an actual raise of only one
trick, since a two spade bid would
be no bid at all” “ A prefe-
rence is not a raise ” is the gui-
ding principle under rules § and
6: it only means that (a) opener
should not assume any strength
with the responder who does
not - take any responsibility - for
putting his partner back to the
first bid svit and, (4) the respon-
der shows his strength and subs-
tantial support to either of the
suits only by the ways indicated
in ecither of these rules.

The principle hardly scratches
the surface of the problem :
cven exXperts are not uniform
in the practice of these rules

- principles to guage

I s tos6

these are the Str?;g::
hand when therc 18 a J
ﬁeundﬂr rule 5 or a simple
raise under rule 6. The bidding
ha» been :
N, Pass 1 & Pass

. i hoice
rence here being 2 mere ¢
of enils. With hand No. 2 Sm;}t&
earts in the first rt_mnq but
: gaving bid spades (which 13 no;
an incorrect bid), in the secon
round, he can bid only 2 hearts.

could as well have

With hand No. g he will be -
making the same bids, but yat
the hand is worth a raise to-%.
hearts if North has rcbid héarts
instead of diamonds. The recom~
mended bid for hand No. ¢ 13 a
jump raise in hearts. Doﬁmﬁs
g3 and 4 materially differ’ to
justify two differing bids? The
question is, holding hanfi No. 3
should south risk a jump bid
in hearts to avoid loss of a e?
With -this border line hand there
is no answer to this question.
One bid is as good as a_notha-
and the exactly right bid is a
thing which frequently does not
exist. The * preference bid *
is unfortunately wide in range,
the same response indicating a
mere choice of evils, or a hand

ood enough to go game,
gpcncr to gexPlore further and -
go overboard if the first tyg;
of hand is laid on the table
partner ?

Culbertson says: Tl:: ques-
tion : To jump or not to jump,
depends oi‘l what the playerunl:?d
previously and whether he has
any added values. He has * ad-
ded values™ if he can remove,
say, 1f2 honour-trick from his
hand and still have enough
to justify his previous bids* He
illustrates thus :

(2)
Sourn Wesr Nort East

: Pas 24 Fas
23 Pass 28

North holds : g K83: W oa:
& AQ)84: 'y 10‘63.



el O
T Boury Wesr NortH East

iy ‘ . Pass 1 NT. Pass
29  Pas

AT

N rth would bid thres spades
‘hold?ng: p

- @ J83:¥g932: ¢ A Q.
7: Qt,854: “Sincet%:
one ng. trump response rnight
have been made t?!? only gnc
‘honour-trick, North has added
values (for he could remove
the diamond queen from his
band and still have a good one
postrump response). If in the
above bidding North bid only
two spades he would show a
band like this.”

- @872 W75 @ 8y:
2076 *
I should think Culbertson is
cheating us with these.
Hustrations :  The hand in
Hlustration (a) is patently much
stronger than the hand ip
illustration (5) but yet the former
hand is under-bid and the latter
hand over-bid. Do you agree
that the same bids have to be
made on such differing hands as,
) @ K83:9g2:6 A
J84: & 10639: oo
_b)‘872:'75: K
J § 4: 8% Q762 ¢
Much of this diference bet-
ween theory and practice would
be avoided if only players re.
member -that the jump rajse
in the sécond round shows a
httle-porc.,thnu the maximum
for a'simple gaise in the firgt
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round but is weaker than a
direct jump raite in the first
round,

Rule 7—The principle under
rule 7 amounts to saying to
partner, “I have support for
neither of your suits and in any
cvent I do not like the second
bid suit at all, 1 go not want
a no-trump. I have a near-good-
suit of my own. You ¢ 00se
the final contract.” This js one
way of showing an “ jnf¥ential
preference ™ to the first bid suit
without raising the level of bid.
ding ; with adequate trump su
port and if the level of bidding
15 not increased a direct prefe-
rence would be made, generally

to Invite a game in the major
suit,

(1)
NorTH Easr Sourh
. 4 Pass 2 &
(2)
NorTa East Soura Wesr
4 Pass 2 ¢ Pass
3 & Pass 3¢
In both these cases South
hand than a moderate

West
Pags

_ But there mMay arise sitpati
in which t}:e responder til)];it:o?n'
18 own suits and not ghow any
inferential Preference » 24 in
West  holds : #AK 649
h : 43 *
VAJ2: ¢Q: & AK 108

East holds: & — 4 k
53: OKmaﬁsz" 3.-‘.8
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Westé’ Nortt FEast Soutn
-4 * Pass 2 ¢ Pass
Pass 3¢

East by bidding diamonds at
three level—a new suit of his
own and not by rebidding hearts
shows a 6-5 distribution and a
misfit in Spades and Clubs. He
wants West to prefer hearts or
diamonds if possible.

There may also arise occa-
sions in bidding when a player
prefers partner’s suit to his
bid in no trumps.

Norta East Soutn Wasr
I Pass 2 & Pass
2 NT. Pass 3 &

South’s bid is in reality a raise.
(with a minimum of 3—card sup-
port in spades) and not a mere

preference, since on the bidding

the ¢cdmbined values of the hands
must add up to game. North’s
rebid of 2 no-trurmnps shows more
than a minimum hand. But in:—

Nortd East SourH Westr

1 ¥ Pass 1 3 Pass
1 NT. Pass 2z

North’s rebid is only an effort
to find the best part-score con-
tract and a game is not in sight.
North should either pass or

prefer spades.

The following two sequences

are of considerable interest.

(1)
NortH East Soutn WEst
2 . Pass

1 Pam
g s Pass ?

1§

“~(2) : '. ‘u
t "Pass  1'@ - Pas®
2 Pass P T

in both the sequences North has
reversed, but South in sequence
(2} not having supported clubs
is under no obligation to answer
North’s rebid of 2 hearts : North,

assumes that his bid of 2 hearta -
shall receive positive and not
negative  consideration  from
South. T

The purpose of any bid rfst
be apparent by the bidding
situation and by the level at

which it i3 made,
»

(a) -3
South West Norte  Easr

1 & Pass 1 9 Pass
1 & Pass 2§ ° Pam
2 & Pass 7

First a lower ranking suit is
bid and then the higher rankipg
suit is twice bid, revealing a dis-_
tribution of 6 cards in diamonds
and 5 in spades. The 5—can
major suit must be suppo
and not the minor diamond even
if North holds equal number. of
trumps in each suit, But in
case the opponents double, North
prefers the minor with even 2
cards in it as a 6-2 distribution
may work better than a §-3.

(%)
SourH WesT Norta Easr
r & Pass 1 Plhas
29 Pass  ? - Phay
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:North holds: & QJ86:
WEQ5: ¢ 72: &€ Q653
The better bid is 2 no-trumps
-and not 3 diamonds. Culbert-
son warns us not to show prefe-
rence for the second 4-card suit
without atleast 4 trumps in sup-
Fﬂon and if any other bid is avai-

ibie.

. (c)
Norte East Souts West

1 @ Pass 2 ¢ Pass
24 (Pas. 39 Pas

(d)
NortH Bast  Soure West

L v Pass 2 & Pass
34 Pas 30
In both these sequences opener
can expect good support and
try for game.

()

Norts East Soutm Wesr

I Pass 2 & Pass
2 z Pass ?
‘South holds: @ Qo: ¥ Jo:
976 $K.QJobs
Though it is not too hot for
play at 2 spades, South must bid
oply 2 spades. Except in the
Churchill or Roth-stone systems
the opener cannot, as a rule
rely for substantial support even
if the first response be at two
level. '

(f)

Norte East SouvtkE Waesr

B Y Pass 2 3 &
S 2 -

South holdss* ¢ 108 7: @ g6
®AK]J8753: &J.

The chief interest of Scuth

is only in diamonds, and if
North’s majors are long and
strong South need not fear rebid-
ding diamonds. Since the dis~
parity between support for part-
ner’s suit and the responder’s

own Suit is very great, south
bids 4 diamonds,

(g}

Norre East Soutm Wesr
I & Pass 2 Pass
2 ¥ Pass 2 1\4T.T.

South has neither 3 spades
nor 3 hearts headed by queen
or better, but only 2 spades and
2 hearts : he has five clubs and
4 diamonds or 6 clubs and
3 diamonds. If South’s rebids
was 2 spades, he shows 5 in clubs
and g in spades. If South’s
rebid were three spades, he has
five clubs and 3 or 4 spades
with a singleton, (The single-
ton 18 not a must : he might have
compensating high cards),

{R)

SoutE WEsT  NorTH Fast.
1 & Pass 1 NT Pass
2@ Pass 2 N T Pass
3 & Pass ?

North must prefer spades:
South shows 6 o? 7 spadgs and
a singleton or void.

(D
NorTH EasT Soutm Wrst

19 P Pass
QQP::: ;Q ass“
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South holds: @ A Q 8
6 5: $Wo: 0_K7§§s
3 8;. 4 d1a1_nonds ]
his bid; a simple single raise
does not correctly decribe the
hand and North may not dare

game in ‘2 minor swt; &
jump raise decribes the hand
best and is considered a force
by some experts.

()

Nornt East Sourn WesT

14 Pas 1 @ Pass

2 & Pass ?

a1

Southholds: 4 QJ9: 9 Q 10
943 2: Q:QJQB.South\
shcru?d not press his luck but be
glad that partner has not rebid |
diamonds.

To conclude : My labour shall
not be in vain, if I have been
able to draw your attention
to some of the more salient
features of this department of
bidding, arcuse some interest
to follow up these discussions;, -
and emphasise the importance
of “preference bids"” in arriving
at cofrect contracts.



SMOTHER PLAY
By TEARs

“"We were now developing a
great affection for our friend
and imstructor., And when he
came in this 1ime, we were
inclined to be demonstrative.
He said that we should not smo-
" ther him with our kindness, We
quietened a bit. :

‘But, I suspected that his sim-
plichy was affected and his
artfulness reflned and that his
use of the word  smother
should have a direct bearing ¢n
the day’s talk and illustrations.
I put the question to him candid-
ly and his answer was that we
might be right and that it was
better to wait and see.

The deal was as follows and

the final contract was 4 Spades by
South. "

N.
sA65
KJg
¢ 843
#6543
w. E
3K743 & 2
SENR SIEE
9 7
& 872 . & QJ 1o >
3Q_Jxog%
AQS
2K

West opened K of Di
followed t?;nAcc and - t?)l::nd’
South ruffed it. South played 3},
of Spades and felt happy since
he ]thought that the K was
hicely  trapped. He repeated
Spade and East show:ipc:;ut.
All of us saw a cloud of anxiety
on his face. He had drima facie
to vield one trick in trump®and
anotl;‘er in club and that would
set the contract b i
The difficulty appf,ay ?::; ﬁrt:scuk.-
perable. He thiew the cards
down and said : Sorry partner
we are down . Ow friend sajd
that vouth was thoughtless and
that a bridge-player must be
a bold soldier like Ben Batdle,
The cards were gathuwed and

south was immersed in thinking, .

There was still no flagh
He felt gloomy. The pedant
said then that, by a provess of
legerdemain, he woyld make the
trump trick vanish., This eye
was taken by south and hig pro-
cess of thinking was regulated
m that channel. But still no
tilver lining in the dark sky.
The pedant directed him to
play all the 3 Hearts and then
his Ace and King of Glubs. The
third club trick was in the hands
of East. South had two trumpe
only. West had King and 7 of
trumpe only and North had Ace

of light.
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of trumps and a club. East
played his Diamond five south
ruffed it with his 1o of trum,s.
Woest had two alternatives namely
over-ruff or undsr~ruff. In cither
case therc was no uick for his
trump, if he over-ruffed North

" would cverruff with Ace. If he

under-ruffed North would  dis-
card his club. We weie all
stupefied. It was real magic by
the pedant. We could not be-
lieve our eyes. Before he could
start his thesis (vocal) we all
sajd that he could defer his ex-
lanation tifl we played a similar
deal and gathered the principle
underlying it curseives 1:\:'1["10\11
extrancous help. Hesaid chc:::’r
you and that is the vight way ™.
He dealt the cards again.
we had guesced before our cards
were becoming animate and ra-
tional. They took correct posi-
tions for this smother play. The
deal was as follows, The final
contract was 5 Diamonds by
South.

N.
3AQJ
J1o3
& AKz
& K872
w. - E
632 10974
3%%3 i#FQ954
43 ni
3105 E Js
S.
8

SoeP
R

w3
Giin
-y

a3
(Deal frons F. Osborn)

Norta  FEast Sourr Wm
INT 2% 3¢ —
¢ & - 5 =
West opened his 8 of Hearts,
East won the trick., BEast copti-
nued his King of Hear.., South
trumped it and led a small
Diamond to dummy’s King hop-
ing that trumps would drop all
right. Eas: showed out. South
was on the horns of a dilemima,
No daubt smother play was in
his mind. But how te¢ arrange
for it. ‘He was not sure abaut
its preliminaries and the way
to prepare the ground for it.
After deep thinking he had a
mental rehearsal of what the
pedant did in the previous deal.
He analysed it step by step and
then discove, ed that the other suits
had to bestripped. The trump
was reduced by ruffing Heart
again. He played Spade King
from hand, continued his Spade
and won it with Ace and on the
Quecen discarded a Glub from his
hand. Then he paused and
found that he was safe, Then
he played the Ace and Kin
of Clubs and then a s
one. East won it with the
Queen of Clubs. The position then
wat that South had 3-tiumps West
3 trumps and North 2 trumps,
and a club. South was chuck-
ling. So were we but owr lat.gh
was vociferous.  East had to play
his Spade or Heart. The same
old story as in the previous deal,
We all said in one voice that we



had understood the principle
and the two conditions precedent
were, the stipping of the other
suits and a hold by the declarer
of a trump sequence below the
defender’sand 1he dummy having
the higher trump over the defen-
der. ‘The pedant no doubt had
the pride of the teacher that the
pupils were precocicus but there
was still a latent feeling that the
student might humble him in due
course. He wound up the walk by
saying that this was called smo-
ther play or trump vanishing
game. It meant that cne obvi-
ous trick was made to vanish and
smothered by skilful play.

We felt bright. Gradually the
feeling of tiresomoness which we
expetienced in the previous talk
was getting smothered. We told
our friend that we wule prepaied
for more work. He felt ab-
solutely happy and said that he
was going to prepare owr minds
for the great intellectual wok
to fcllow in the next series, He
gaid that card sense and percep-
tion were necessary for a good
player. With correct perception
he observed, we would be in

a pasition to locate the cards and

that this faculty was called “card
placing”. It was a necessary
equipment in Bridge armoury
and many impossible situationg
could be rewicved by correct
card placing. He added that
this would be cultivated by
constant practice in visualising
and analysing of cards. Of course
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an innate card sense would be
more helpful. ‘
He dealt the cards, The deal

was as follows. The final con-
tract was q NT.

West Easr
goo00 gax
K 86
&Y Q:ojag
& 1084, ®Job6g -
Sovmn

A deal from Helen Sobel’s Book.
Bidding

East Soutn  Wesr Norta

1t ¥ I NT
__ 3 NT - 1NT

—_— e—

West led his 2 of clubs, So
won it. The pedani saig Illlst::
this was the Proper time 1w
think and visualise and place
the cards. The ProcesE was g
litle new to us, We asked him wo
think loud and do the “placing.”
He said that West diq not open
. his partner’s suit of Heart and

therefore very probably he had a
singleton Heart, Next his play
of 2 of clubs showed a hold of 4

C]h.bﬂ only. 'rhe]—cb:e m pro-
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bably hiz hand distribution was
4, 4,4, 1. Logically Ea:t should
have 5 Hearts and no honour
triks in clubs and Diamonds
since they were huddled in North
and South. Obviously hc had
orly two spades 4 Clubs and 2
Diamonds since West had been
placed a'ready with 4 Diamonds
As he was the dealer and ¢ pener
he should have at least 24 honour
tricks and till then his hapd
disclosed only half an honour tiick
and therefoic he should have
only Ace and King of Spades.
We thought over and glcudtd
that it was unquestionable
and irresistible logic. South pla-
yed a small Spade and East won
with Ace. At next chance Scuth

25

played another small Spade and
East had to win it with his King,.-
The battlfe was won by South
But the card-placing was done
by an outsider. All of us agreed
that hereafter we would do that
“placing’ ourselves since in social
or competitive bridge there
can be uno thinking by proxy.
All of us wery hilaricus. But
the pedant sounded a note of
caution. He said that there can
be no mathematical precision
in card-placing but it was only a
question of probability.  And
probability was not “certainty”,
He was wise in his talk and practi-
cal. We said *“‘cheer you” and
parted.



SYSTEMS AND YARDSTICKS

By Prorrssor,

1 am frequently asked by
beginners and cyen by fairly
advanced players what system
L play.* Whimsically, 1 reply
*“ none whatever . Tt would he
more acurate to say “ seyeral
at the same time™: for, no
system c¢an be perfect o1 fool.
proof. Each is, like the prover-
bial * curate’s egg, “good in
parts”.  Says Sheppard Bar-
clay. The best system to play
I3 your partner’s system (what-
ever that may be) so that you
may team up efficiently with any
Partner and cope with the tactics
of any opponent. The worst
misunderstandings occu;  when
onc partner is familiar with one
System and the other partner,
efficient with a different one,
Fach pulls the catt a different
way with disastrous results, §ia.
vish  adlicrence to a single
System argues a one-track-mind,
One must be on nodding terms
with at least the leading systems,
if one has to stand a chance in
tournaments, especially in the
Individual Championship Event,

In the famous match Culbertson
v. Lenz, the former, in mogt
of the 700 odd deals, does ngt
adhere to his own system, eg-
prcially with regard to the open.
ing requirement of 2} so—
called, honour tricks ! The jn.

telligent player names (¢ re-
qurements aceording 10 cireum-
$lances and does ot 80 by rule
of thumb. T wouly not ga
so far with Nor'hrop whe says
the best thing you ean do abcur

onour trick iy forget them !
He really mean- that much more
attention than i, ysya] should be
paid to the value of distribution
than is done ¥ oeven fairly
advanced bridgers,

Coming back to our
T tell my questione
-onaily, I employ
mixture of three systems, the
Culbertson, the Milton Work
and the Courtenay, By ihe way
the yardstick of o} H T al
Culbertson, is not an accurate

one as is that deposiied in th
e
vaults of the Rank «

€ up of an
and another K 4 QJ;
2aces and a K¢, QI; or Ace
of one suit and 3 othe; kinge ;
or an Ace, 2 other kings and
another Q 7 angd 5o on.  Now
€quating thesc on the Work count:
WE ammve at rather ranging
from 10 1o 13 points, £, bas-
sant, T use the point count merely
ior checking Opening  bids, es.
peciaily at N-T. I dg not advise
:ny Player to I:tick to it. There
'e some othe Yoint coun

besides My, Milien Waorl's l—u-

horses,
rs thaty per-
a judicious
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2—3—4 ; such as the 1—2—4—7,

1—3—5—7, and s on. In the

old soap Ad. baby says “If I
must bl(-,J washed, wash me with
Vinolia *, I would say, simi-
larly, if you must wse a point
count, use the 2—3—g—8, which
gives somewhat better results
than “the 1—2—3—4, mulalis
mulendis, But, all said and done
point counts are berter honoured
in the breach than in the obser-
vance'. A vertain book T read
sometime back advocates a
““ triple valuation™ (not in the
Culbertson sense) of the hand for
an opening bid, 1.6, there should
be 24 plus honour tricks, a point
count of 12 on the Work scale,
and not more than 7 losers
(cechnical ‘losers’® in the Cour-
tenay sense}, I have found this
sound advice, for beginners or

27

even fairly advanced players.
The requirements for raising or
bidding a different suit or jump
take out one er doubles, ete.,
aie more or less similar in all
systems. For thcl_ ;_)urpose;1 ‘(;f
uaging the upper limit to whic

fhc g-:m?\bint;dphands may be bid
either for securing th: contract
or for a sacrifice, the Courtenay
has been found by experience
verv accurate. The same =ys-
tem likewise comes in very useful
for purposes of predicting the
result of the play accurately
within a small margin _of ervor.
I hope these hints will preve
of use to my younger readers.
Wooden, anti-diluvian ruleof-
thumb bids and plays must be
eschewed. Tntelligent flexibility
is all,



ELY CULBERTSON

-
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Barly in his career Mr.
‘Culbertson was fortunate to mect
Josephine whom he married.
‘Together they formed a great
<ombination, He was a prolific
writer and has written quite a
number of books on Contract
Bridge. He was the Founder
of the American Bridge World.
Latterly his interest in Bridge
waned, and he devoted his
time and energy to world
Prace. -

It will be of melanchely interest
to Readers of the Indian Bridge
World to learn that Mrs. Jose-
phine Culbertson (who was sepa-
rated from him a few years ago}
has also died, within three months
of death of Ely Culberwsoa. She
ausisted Mr. Ely Culbertson

29

greatly in the strenuous work of
building and giving dng: to
the Culbertson system. She hat
written quite a number of books
herself, on Contract Bridge, and
her special jeaturc was the ‘Pre ¢t
contra’ in the columns of the
American Bridge World, Readers
will surely miss this very instruc-
tive series of articles hereafter.

“In all the world of great
men and women players Mrs.
Culbertson has no peer as a
player or as an analyst ”.” Thus
spoke Culbertson of Josephine;
What greater tribute could
be paid than this ? The bridge
world will be poorer by the
death of these two great Personas
Lities,

Ery CULBER TSN
1891-1955

The entire Brig
ge War]
oan the logs of ;ﬁjhoﬁid

Cuibertson who Passed g ulbertson

wa > ook to
2%1’1 December, 1955. He w};;): AYIng quite often ]::B e
g;onceroi ContractBridgeScichC oW 10 build Upas tcwu his
Yo one has done so much for °WN and devise ney, c):n o his
th d%ame and no one can hope assiduously tegqeq andvenu?m,
o de as n_luch. But for him 0 an effort g ublic; ,'-’ncd.
ntract Bridge would not be D¢ gave tp i o mself
%ﬁuc ti,o Popular as it is to-day, this game itself? mPI‘C boat to
fulmzo w}f‘pcr}ons must be thank.  Match  wigh g 1 he famous
e aw;m / l{:r bemg able to only “tablishcda Sims not
A Y e evening hours, as a great  Bry Slulbertson
aler strenuous hours of work jn put th ridge Player but
the office, in a game highly  Brid amme o Contract
Interesting and entertaining, i ;gc a8 the forefron of
£ mdoor games anqg pastimes °



By E. Soromon.

Question 1.—Playing (Black-
wood} with a veteran, 1 passed
his feur no-trump bid holding :

WEesT EasT
(Partney) (M)
& Alograz 3 —
\ &/ AQiog86
® Ky ¢ ATgo

$AKi3: &Q98
The bidding sequence was
East  Sourn Wesr  Norry

1 ' PEI.SS 1 . P-,lgg
2@ Pas 3 @ Pass
3@ Pass 3 NT  Ppag
4 & Pass 4 NT Pass
Pass Pass

I was criticised by partuer and
kibitzers for having passed part.
ner’s four no~trump hid but T hag
a vague feeling that a bid of four
no-trump by a player who had
already bid three no-trump is noy
conventional or asking for aces
and can therefore be passad,
Please comment if West’s foi
no-trump bid was * forcing »* ip
this sequence and whether T
should have responded showing
my two aces.

There was a se
A quel to this i
;hc fullmymg dea) played duf‘irtg
& (:f::}::nt 1r§;_rﬁrtant maich where
N » A brillignt
lis partpars fCIal:; P aen, pasd

Norta

a A Soury
Q 'K 6

f?Kgm 3Q§ t

& K-, ® Alogg

2
The bidding . ® Q97

NoRTH Easr Sourk Wesr

19 Pass 7Y
P
7 S S R
o§ '
Pass Pase 4 NT Pass

Please discuss n_ detail if 1
four Ro-lrump  bids 1, (e
above instances can he pag e
whethe; they are ﬁ::rrt:ing.lmd Or
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cribed a simple nostrum. Fou
no trump is not Blackwood if no-trumg
has previously been bid by cither
partner.  ‘This formula received
for a time the approbation of the
““ seientists . But, as can rcadily
be imagined, it precludes the use
of the ace showing convention
in 2 large number of cares.
When, therefore, it wus found
that many slams were bid and
made quire easily, or safely lept
away from, by the dubs to whom
“four no-trump” had in all
circumstances just one meaning
“how many aces, partner?”,
whilst the cognoscemii had to
stab in the dark after one parine
had wunwittingly slipped in a
sneaky little ne-trump bid ; and
when in certain celebrated mat-
ches, induding the Werld Cham-
pionships, international s1aws, as
a consequenee of the 1estrictions
imposed by this formula, found
themselves  im small  slams
wheie their opponents took twu
aces to start the play or per-
forined other feats of an cqually
clownish nature, this rule came
te. be recognited as a luxury too
expensive for even an expert to
aftord, The formula whicl: we
recommend, if formula you must
have, is that proposed last year
by A. Moyse, Jr., Editor of the
Brmooe Worwp. It is : Four o~
trump is Blackuood except when tbe
ebviously not. Pleate note ths
reverse emphasis.

Taking up the first deal of

this question, it appears that
West's last bid of four no-

k1

trump can have only two mean-
mgi —

(i} He has no interest in
slam and wishes to sign off at
the eheapest game contract ; or

(ii) After receiving Fast's
support in Clubs, he now has
visions of a slam, where previ-
ously the bidding indicated a
misht, but would first like to be
satisfied that his partner holds
the necestary number of aces,

We don’t think it requires
much thought as to whirh is
the correct interpretation,

In cur opinion (i} is completely
out because we cannot conceive,
on the earlier  bidding, why
Wese should prefer a no-ttump
contract at the level of four to a
game in the club suit.  If West
was not interested in a slam he
could have signed off very effec-
tively with a bid of five clubs.
Since he elected to bid four
no-trump and not five clubs then
four no-trump was not a sign
off but Blackwaod.

Interpretation (ii) is therefore
correct and only an Fast with
vague and muddled ideas got
from coming across somewhere
that defcctive but widely pre-
valent doctrine, * feur no-trump
is not Blackwoeod if no-trump has
previously been bid”, could pass
the four no-trump.

But whilst we consider that
Fast wa$ wrong to pass out his
partner’s four no-trump, we can.
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not congratulate West ¢n this
fast bid. East’s four clybs take
out of the game contract in
no-trump was a clear indication
to West that the small slam was
on and we cannot imagine why
he did not bid six ciubs without
further ado.

In the second uxample refer ed
‘to us, we are of the cpinion that
‘South’s bid of four no-trumy
cannot be taken as Blackwood.,
Before making this hid South
should have recalled his earlier
Tesponses.  Over partnet’s  one
heart he had said one spade—
2 INere one-Over-one promising
little. Over partner’s jump to
three clubs his response was rhree
no-trurmp—possibly an abaolute]y
forced bid. His partner’s next
bid of four clubs again demanded
that he make some reply, His
response of four no-trump, in the
light of his earlier minimal bids,

«can only be construed as gne

more of the same weak and
colourless species—a further sign
off. We are therefore com.
pletely in accond with North ip
not recognising the four no-trump
as Blackwood and passing,

South is greatly to blame for
his pusillanimous bidding. Ins-
tead of bidding four no-tramp—
what sheer arrogance to appoint
himself captain when he is in no
position to exercise judgment—
he shculd have taken strength
from his earlier weak bids, which
did not show his full values,
and straightaway bid the small
slam in clubs. No use bothering
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about Aces since partner must
have at least two of thum,

Question 2.—Paying i i

8 1n a dupli-

Cate contest recently, gpe l:‘01'
our leading pairs landed in trou-
ble in the following two deals,
Kindly discuss who, if at all, was
to blame for the poor result,

(@) East-West vulnerable.

Wesr

Agae
$Akes K73
$ 632
$ Kg3 & 107

The bidding, with North-

uth remaining si)
flent through-
out, went as follows - 8

East

* West

i

: : :[’. g’r

5 & g 3 {asking bid)

The heart suj

t refi
an?l the decla e used to break

to the cluh ace,

(5) West d . N
vulnerabie, caler : East-West

West

3}%?‘18‘* 39326

¢ AK 902
K2J2 :Aoggag

_The bidding, North South
silen: throughout, a4 a1
follows :—

West Easp
! i NT
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West argued that East should
have bid three spades over
West's two no-trumr, indicating
a desire to play in a four spade
contraci and showing a three-
card suport. West would then
bhave bid fowr spades or three
no-trumnp if holding on'y fou:
cards in spader. Please com-
ment. Kindly also give vour
idea of how the bidding should
have praceeded. As is obvious
the three no-trump contract was
doomed while four spades was
easily makeable.

(a¢) We blame East for hie
four hearts bid. Since his port-
ner had not rehid hearts, 11 was
not proper to take cut the Ill}'Lc
no-trump into four hearts holding
only three cards in the .uit.
East’s blank doubleion was not
a valid reason for running from a
no-trump game.

Whilst East was entirely guilty
fir the actual sorry result, we
would like to point out that
West’s initial response of ene
heart does not meet with our
appreval. His Lid here 5}3nu]d
have been an immediate jump
take out to two no-trump, which
is forcing to game. In many
systems, including the Culbertsen
system, such a response is used
solely for a special type :’JI' hand,
f.e., having “ no-trump* distri-
bution and 13-15 points. The
same distribution with 16-17
points requires a response of
three no-trump. The responder
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promises a sicppet in each of the
unbid suits and that he Fos neither
tnere nor less than the point count
promised.  Such  bids  clearly
depict the rirength and shape of
the hand and make it easy for
partner to deride whether a slam
is possible,

(b) We canne t upport West’s
contention that East should have
taken out the two no-trump bid
with a call of thiee spades.
Firsily, East’s spades are far
teo miserable for a free raise
of a suit which has nct been 16hid
by partner.  Seecndly, the shape
of East’s hand appears t favour
a game in nc-wrump rather than
on. in rpades,

In aur opinion it was Wesl whe
was at fault,  'Wiih his two king
doubletans in hearts and clubs
we consider that West should not
have encouraged his partner
play the hand in no-trump.  His
praper 1ebid was three spades,
a jurrp rebid in the same suit
which t not forcing.  Now Egst
can raise to four spades.

As regards the last  sentence
of 'he erquiry, sorry it is not
obyvious to us, from the East-West
cards, either thatathree no-trummp
contract is doomed or that feur
spades i3 ecasly makeable. But
we are piepa-ed to df:_f'er to our
correspondent’s  superior  kncw-
ledge <f the actual distribution
of outstanding cards between
North and South,
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By T. 8. CHANDRASERARAN.

In the death of Mr, Ely Cul-
bertson on 26th December, 1955,
Bridge world has lost a prolific
writer on Gentract Bridge. Mr,
Culbertson’s name has been a
by-word amoug bridge-players
the world over and his wrilings
have to a large extent shaped the
hidding and playing techniques
of most of our contemporary
bridge-players. His latest book
incorporating the paint-count
principles  has alreddy made a
big impression. The Executive
Council of the South Indian
Bridge Association passed a
condolence resolution  at  its
meeting held on in  January,
1956 and copies of the same
have been mailed to the American
Bridge World.

MADRAS CITY LEAGUE
TOURNAMENT.

The Modern Institute of Com-
merce Team won the Madras
City League Championship
(Zone A) for 1955 beating the
T. Nagar Social Club in the
replay.  As already reported both

.[he teams had each lost a mat h
in the series and the former wc

in the deciding match Oon
congratulations to the wi 5.
The teams were : e

Modern  Institute
Winners : o Commerce :
G. K. Gopal
K. GurudﬁttaswamY
M. Rangaswamy
K. S. Narayana
8. K. Subramanjam
5. Narasimhan
Runners-yp -
172. Nagar Social Club -

R?maramam
3. Palaniswamy

R. Sankaran

P. 8. Sadasivan

T. S. Chandrasekaran
P. 5. Natarajan

JONE B ;
Winners -
Moadras G
E. Sopwos T hana Clab :
Mrs. Scloman
M. Swaroop
T. Rajamannar
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5. R. Krishnamorthy
1.. N. Dadhabhoy

The City League Tournament
has been largely responsible for
the gcneral improvement 1t the
standard of the game in Madras
City and it is hoped that the

‘League Committee will rn this

event this year also despite_the
apparent Jack of enthusiasm
among members. Among other
things the Committee should
consider—

(4) the continuance of a rea-
sonable handicap to the more
experienced teams.

() provision of a deterrent
penalty for teams not turning up
for play.

The Association’s Annual
Championship \onrnaments  for
1955 were played on the 24th,
grth and obth December, 1055
at the Ashek Viha, Madias.
Twe representative (€ams, from
Andhra alsy parliuipatcd n l!m
final rounds at Madras by special
invitation. The T. Nagar Soclai
Club Team deserve t© be con=
gratulated on their victory n
the main knock-out team-oi-four
cvent retaining the Si: T. Sada-
siva Iyer's Rolling Truphy_for
the second vear in sucecsiion,
As in 1054 the Tenali team and
the T. Nagar gocial Club came
to the finals this year alse and
the latter wom in an exciting
encounter. The other events
were alro keenly contested and
the detailed results aie:
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. Zonal Rounds.

Dupheate Knock-out = Team-of-

Sfrur,
1. MADRAS CITY.
Winners :
T. Negar Sucial Club -
§. Palanivwamy
K. (.. Ramnaiathnam
P. S. Sadarivan
R. Sankaran
T. §. Chandrasekaran.
Runmers ufp
X. Ranuarutnam's Teem :
N. Ramaratnam
R. Sundararaman
G. N. Chari
G. V. Venkatesan
B. Venbatramani
1I. TANJORE ZONE.
I inners :
Tinwvedi Club, Tivuvadt :
G. Sundaram
Dr. T. M. Pillai
P. K- Narayanan
K. Panchapakesa Iver
Gauesha Iyer
11{. TRICHY ZONE:
Hinners
City Club {4}
M. Subbiah
V. Subnamaniam
§, V. Natmajan
A. R. Nataraja lyer
Professor Smvanarayana lyer

IV. CUDDALORE:

Hinners -

Cosmoprlitan Club :
R. Sgandararajan
Dandapani
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Radhakrishna Naidu
V. R. Srinivasachary
V. QOIMBATORE :

Winners :
R. 8. Puram Club

N. Rangaswamy Chettiar _

Dr. P. R: Kuppuswamy
Ramaswami Naidu
Ranga Raj.
V1. DEVAKOTTAH :
Winners -
S, T. Chari
T. Sundararajan
Q. Syinivasan
A. Sundararajan.
MASTER-PAIRS
MADRAS CITY
Winners :
R. Aravamudham
L. Ramaswami
Runners-up :
‘Singaperumaliah
Sriramalu Naidu
TANJORE ZONE .
Winners :
Rajendran
Durairajan
TRICHY ZONE :
Winners :

Prf. Suryanarayana Iyer
Dr. Sahadevan

COIMBATORE ZONE ;'

Winners :

Ramaswamy Iyer
Kuppuswamy Mudaliar

DEVAKOTTAH JONE:

Winners : :
PL. A. Nachiappan
N. K. Nachiappan
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CUDDALORE ZONE :
Winners ;

R. V. Sundara i
Konda Reddiar Reddiar
PROGRESSIVE-PAIRS
MADRAS CITY .
Winners -
North-South -
M. Swarup
T. Rajamannar
East-Wesi :
K. R. Sundar
T. R. Samoo o Iy:: ’
TANJORE ZONE .
North-South Winpers «
Narayana Iyer
K. Panchapakesa Iyer
East-West Winners -

G. Sundaram
Dr. T. M. Pillaj

TRICHY ZONE .
North-South Winners -
M. Subbiah
V. Subramaniam
East-West Winners -
E. N. Mylanpan
E. R. Ngtalg?a Iver
COIMBATORE ZONE .
North-South Winners
Parthasarathy
Ramamurthy
East-West Winners -
Dr. N. T. Ab
E. J. Samuel raham
DEVAKOTTAH JONE .
North-South Winners ©

M. R. Sivaramakrishna T+,
T. R Sundararajay "
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East-West Winners :
C. Srinivasan
A. Sundararajan
Final Rounds,
TFeam-of-four Knockou: :
iWinners
T Navar Social Club
S. Palaniswamy
T. 8. Chandrasekharan
K. C. Ramaratnam
P. S. Sadasivan
R. Sankaran
Runners up
Tenali Team :
N. Venkat Raou
N. Thirumal Rao
K. S. Sastry
J. Shyam Prasad
K. Appa Rao
Master Pairs :
Section I, Winners :
Annapurniah and Raghava Rao
Runners up
M. Subbiah and V. Subra-
maniam
Section IF. Winners )
C. V. Venkatesan and G. N.
Chaii
Runncrs up -
Sriramuliah and  Sriramulus
Naidu
Propressive Pairs
North-Seuth Winners :
C. Devarajan and P. 5. Sunda-
resa Tyer
Runners up -
Annapurniah and Raghava Rao
East-Wes! Winners : )
P. R. Sastry and K. Srirama-
murthy
Rﬂ'ﬂ'fufr up R
A. Narasinhachati and Professor
S“r}anafa\,ana Tyer

33

Duplicele Progiessive :
Winners :
P. 5. Reday's Team :
Dr. P. S. Reddy
Dr. Acha:
B. Hanumantha Rao
A. Ramamurthy
D. N. Reddy
Rurners up :
Indian Mutual Clrb
M. Chocralingam
S. Venkaiesan
K. Ranganathan
N, Subramaniam
Inaividua! Chempionship :
Winner ©
Sriramuliah
Runners ufp
P. §. Narayana lyengat.

At the General Body meeung
held on 25th December, 19585,
the following office, bearers were
clcc!eddfor 1955-56-

tdent : .
M?tﬁusticc P. Rajagopalan.
Vire-Presidents :
K. R. Sundaram Tyer
§. Ramalingaswamy

Hony. Secretary
K. Guu Dutt

Hony. Asst. Seeretuly -

R. Sankaran

Honp Treasmrer :

Dr. K. L. Narayana Rao

Fxecuttee Couneil Members

E. Soloman

. SamoG
; Ié (handrasckharan
J. Subbuswamy
*,. Ramaratnaml

amurth? .

P(IE" Slg?’gﬁ:ldamm, _Gotmbatorc
M. Subbiah, Trichinopoly
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Lt-Col. G. 5. V. Ramanan,
Tanjore

N. Venkat Rao, Andhra.

M. R. S8. Manickavelu, Kiai.
kudi.

V. R. Srinivasachari, Cuddalove.
The question of staging an

inter-State match with Andhra

was discussed and approved at

the General Body meeting and

for want of timc the selection

of personnel for the Madras

contingent was left tc a Special

Committee corsisting of :

K. R. Sundaram Iyer

Q. V. Venkatesan

K. Guru Dutt.

Madras—Andhre Match :

The idea of inter-state matches
which the Asraciation has been
endecavouring to  organise over
the last 5 years has at last borne
“ fruit.  The fist Andhra-Madras
match waz played on the 13th,
14th and 15th of January at
Madras, at the Jubilee Hall
of the Mylapore Club. Six plaveis
from Madras and Andhra took

1t in the contest. A tctal of
160 deals was played. The
Andhra team won the event after
an interesting fight. The .teams
WClC &

Andhra;

A Ramamurthi
Dr. P. Sambasiva Rao
P. Thirumal Rao
N. Venkat Rao
P. Tilak
Subbaramiah.
Madras :
P.5. Reddi

The INDIAN BRIDGE WORLD

K. C. Ramarathnam

P. S. Sadasivam

C. Devarajan

S. Palaniswamy

T. 8. Chandrasekaran -

Tne Mylapore Glub had made
claborate arrangement. Sy this
nuitch and it war unfortunate
that besicles the competitors and
a small band of admirets there
were very few kibitzers. The
mam ohj.ct of such represent-
ative matches, is, after all, to
promote greater interest in the
game and provide a fillip es-
pecially for new comers 10 the
gamc and it 5 hoped tha
Madras Bridge ‘fans’ will in
future make every effort to en-
courage the players by atend-

ing thete contests
numbers. in  large

b;‘)elcial mention mus! be made
of Sri N. Ramaratnam. Scere-
tary of thc Mylapore Glub, for
the excellent arrangement> made
In connection with the march,
The cpen hall and closed rorm
arrangements, the delicious lun-
cheons and d'nners served 1o the
players and the vigitant  atten-
ton paid to mect the reyuite-
ments of the visiting players
left nothing 1o be desired. |

The B. & C. Mills’ Assistants *
Association and the Mylapore
Club had their annwal open
tournaments  conducted during
this quarter. Asis usually the case
there was a lull in interest in
the game after the annual cham-
pionship tournaments and the
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responsc to the B. & C. Mills’
toutnament wa¢ therefore not
very encouraging. Only 8 tcams
competed in the kncok-out

-teamn, of four event the

P, Nagar Sotial Club team
being 2 notable abrentec. The
Progressive  Pairs and Master
Pairs' events were, however, well
attended. The follu wing are the
detailed 1esults.

Team-of-four knock-out cvent :
Winners :
K. R. Sundaram Iyer's A-Team

C. Devarajan

P, 8. Sundarest Ive:

T. R. Saman Ive

Dr. K. L. Naravana Rao

P. Surayanarayana.
Runners-up
K. R. Sundaram Ive’s B-Team :

K. R. Sunda:am Iyer

P. S. Reddy

K. C. Ramatarmam

C. R. Srinivasan

Dr. §. T. Achar.
Master Pairs:
Winners

Mr. & Mrs. Solomon.
Runners-1.p ;

Dr. P. Suryanarayana

T. R. Samoo lyer.
Progessine Patrs :
North-Soutl:
Winnrs :

P. $. Reddy

K. G. Ramaratnam.
Runners-up :

Eipe

Dr. P. Suryanarayana.
East-West : ;
Winne :

N. J. Meyers

C. Rajasekar.
Runners-up -

K. Guru Dutt

S. K. Subramaniam.
Individual Chompionship
Winner :

C. R. Srinivasan.
Runner-up :

C. Rajasckar,

The Mpylapore Crub’s apnua;
wournament  came  off during
March, 1056, Mr. K. R. Sun-
daram Iver’s tleam won the team-
al-feur cvent, £+ the U. 5. Rama-
«undaram Memorial Trephy beat-
g the home team convincingly.
e results are

Tec mimof-four duplicate Winners

K. R. Sundaram fyer's B-Team,
K. R. Sundaram Iyer
1. S. Reddy
. C. Ramaratnam
Dr. 8. T. Achar
C. R. Srinivasan.

Runners-up

N. Rama:atnam’s Team :
. Ramarainam
B. Venkataramani
C. V. Venkatesan
. N. Chary.

Master Pairs .

$Winners
P. S. Reddy _

K. . Remaratnam,

Runners-up

A R, K.ithnaswami

Sriramuliah,

The results of the T.Nagar
Social Club’s Open Tournament
held in 1c55 which were not
included in our last isue are
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given bhelow for the information
«f m: mhers.
Open Pairs-Winners
K. R. Sundaram lyer
C. R. Srinivasan,
Runners-up
K. €. Ramarat-zam
R. Sankaran (T.S.(1)
Duplicate Knock-out @ C. Muni-
swery Chettiar's Cup
Winners :
N, Ramarginam’s team
N. Ramaratnam
G. N. Chari
B. Vinkataramant
A. Ramam nthy
R. Sundararaman -
Rupners-up
The Modern Institute of Commerc- «
K. 5. Naiavana
S. K. Subramaniam
G. K. Gopalaswami
K. Guru Durt
M. Rangaswami
Progressive Paury :
Noith-South Winners.
T. K. N. Panicker
V. R. Viramani
Ronners-ap
Krishnamurthy Naidu
Sabanathy Mudaliar
Fasi- West Winners :
v T. V. Ramanath
A. V. Y. Naravanan (T. §. Ch
Runrer.-up

K. R. Sundaram Iver.
T. R. Samoo ch% BN a,,

Master Pars - ¢
Wirners -

»

o,
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Runners-up :

CG. Annapurniah
Jagannatha Shetty

Inatridual Championship -

‘A Zone :

Winner
T. S. Ghandrasekaran

"B Zone

Winner -

M, K. Sabapathy Mudaliar

Runners-up :

E. Solamon
G Muthuswamy  Mudaliar

(r.8.4.,.

We welrome  the bllowing
new Members to the Association
and would request them to give
us all their co-operation,

Nt Membeys -

C. Varadan, Ghingle ut

K. O. Mudi, Bomgbal\)r

S. Rajaratnam, Madras

K. R, Sundararajan, Gobichetii-
palayam

S. R. Venkataiamanap,

J. Subramaniam

R. P. Rathnam

G. A, Muthu Reddi

De. K.S. Ghandrasekharan

De. R. B. Rajamani

8. ;,{ !I\\Ia!la.eamy

- P. Angappan

Vaidinatha II;'I:':“

G. D. Vinkatasubbu

E. Kyichnan

G. M. Sreekanuan, Ujjam

- Subbarathnam, Tuu-
lam
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A BRIDGE PLAYER’S CAUSERIE—V
By P. S. N. Sarua,

It often happens in the casual
type of game that the declarer,
quite early in the play, after
essaying trumps or a side suit,
puts down the hand and admits
defeat. . “ Sorry, the trumps
broke bad. Can’t help one down”
he says, and no questions are
asked. Only an expert, who
has strayed into the casbah, either
as player or as kibitzer, thinks
differently—so much the worse
for him, because if he tries to
explain, people  understand
little, and care less.

1t pays to think.

In the accompanying deal,
North-South comfortably (and
tuckily as well, because the slam
in Hearts which would be pre-
ferred in Match-point play is
unmakeable) reached Six Dia-
monds. West led the King of
Clubs.

Deal No. 1,

The declarer won the trick
drew trumps, played the three
top Spades discarding his losing
Club, and then laid down the
Ace and King of Hearts—and
surrendered !

_ There is no excuse for such
inept play. The contract can be
made against any distribution of
the Heart suit. What is needed
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iz drawing trumps
and cashing the top Spades
should ruff the remaining Club,
and play the Heart Ace and a low
Heart following low from dummy.
If both opponents follow, there
is only one Heart loser and all
is well. If one opponent shows
out, the other has to take the
trick, and either lead back the
suit for declarer to make two
tricks, or lead one of the black
suits for a ruff and discard.

-

Don’t Scutile,

Many a contract that logks
doomed can be salvaged by
thoughtful  play. I played
this by no means extraordina
hand in a club game the other
day.

Deal No. 2.
& AKQ2
2lkq
& AK J4
4 10943 &8
Y AKgbgz \V, Q71087
Q732 O 965
& None ®Jg986
& J65
D5
O 108
$ Q075432

The final contract was six
Clubs by me, South, after a two
Diamonds opening by my

er. West led the King of
earts and continued with the
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Ace which I ruffed. 1 led a
trump, West showed out, and-
East’s sympathy, though appro-
priately expressed, was a poor
substitute for the small slam
that seemed to be slipping out
of my hands. You will notice
that the hand has a text-book
look. I proceeded 10 tackle
it in the text-book manner. If
I could reduce the number of my
trumps to that of East, without
at the same time permitting him
to discard, I could make the
contract, provided East held
no fewer than three Spades
and two Diamonds or two Spades
and three Diamonds. East at this
stage held three trumps and
five, so I needed two ruffs. 1 pla-
¥)ed the Ace, King and Queen of

iamonds, the last of which
I ruffed. The Ace and King
of Spades came next, followed by
another Diamond. East dis
carded a Heart and I Tul?ed'
Iled a trump to dummy's King
and this was the position :

¢ Q2
¢ J
v Q
&Jo
zJ
Q10

I led Dummy’s Diamond an:i
East was fixed. If he ruff
1 could over-ruff, if he discard
1 could discard and play
Spades.

Taking the right view-

There are many deals in th;

the declarer’s only chance
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. making his contract is to assume

a particular distribution of key
cards in the 8pponent’s hands and
play accordingly. Here is yet
another small slam, six Hearts
by South, in which prospects are
none too bright for the declarer.
Waest leads the two of Clubs,
North tables : S. J 53, H.Q 765,
D.A3g2 C.AQs5.  Declarer
holds : 8. A 10 4, H. A K 10 8,

D.KQ6 C Kb6g

The declarer has several
alternatives before him. Hecan
straightaway throw up the
sponge and concede one down,

ereby enhancing his  re-
putation for sportsmanship, but
not for playing skill. He can
draw trumps, play out the minor
suits and fall into a long-drawn
reverie, but bridge history
does not record a single instance
of a card improving in its trick-
taking value by merely being
gazed at. He can assume split
honours in Spades and lead the
Knave from the dummy in the
hope that East will not cover—
a bad play though it succeeds
more often than it should, because
there is a minority of players
with whom not covering an
honour is a principle. He can
assume both the missing honours
with East and lead low f[rom
dummy—not a bad play, but
not a good enough play either.
Lastly, he can make the only
logical and correct play, which
is based on the assumption that
both the Spade honours must
be in the same hand for the

5

t

contract to be made—irgmaterial
which hand. He should draw
trumps  (they should fall in
three rounds), eliminate Dia-
monds and Clubs, and lead a
low Spade from either hand ;
if the next hand plays low, he
should insert one of the minor
honours. If the suit is returned
two tricks are won in it ; other-
wise the declarer gets a ruff
and discard.  The complete

deal was :
Deal No. g :

& J53

@ Q765

Q Age

. #AQs5

& KQ2 dg876
¢ Je Y 943
£ 09743 ¢ Jio8
& 0832 & Jo7

& Aoy

P AKio8

O KQ6

b Kb6g

There is always a way.

The foregoing deal is an
instance to show how it helps
declarer to take a view of the
adverse card distribution which
15 favourable to himself. There
are lots of difficult hands in
which the play must be dictated
by this principle.  The point is
further  illustrated by this
example from actual play.

South is declarer at four
Spades after the following bid-
ding :
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Sours West Norma East
1 & 2 & 2 @ Double
2 & Pass 3 @ Pass

4 & Double

West leads the two of Hearts,
and the North South Hands
are :

NorTe : § 1053, QP AJ543.
09854 &AQ

Soutn: §AKg742 QB
O Kinz, & 86.

The opening lead itself poses
a problem for the declarer. The
teli-tale two is obviously a
singleton.  West for his over-
call must hold the Ace and Queen
of Diamonds and the King of
Clubs. He must also have a
sure trump trick for his double.
Is the declarer to duck in the
hope that East will win and
return the suit for his partner
to ruff, leaving the Ace and
Knave in dummy for future
discards ? East should be cre-
dited with some intelligence. He
can plainly see that his partner’s
strength is in Diamonds and he
will lead the suit. It is also
likely that Fast has a doubleton
in the suit and may lead it and
secure a trick for the lone trump
he might have. Therefore it is
not good to duck the opening
lead.

On a superficial view declarer
has one loser in Spades, one
in Hearts and not less than two
in Diamonds. Is there any
view of the adverse cards by
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taking which the declarer has a
chance of making his contract ?
Yes. Itisthis:1. ‘West’s Spade
is a singleton, (This, paradoxi-
cally, may be a boon to declarer.)
2. West holds the King of
Clubs. 3. East holds a single-
ton herouwr in trumps and 4.
West holds four cards to the Ace
Queen in Diamonds and East
the Knave and another of the
suit. The deal should be some-
thing like this :

Deal No. 4

P3P
R O
)
o
e3P
:P‘; >3
L :::

O
IR POIP

0 >

Kiosa

On this assumption North takes
the first trick with the Ace,
plays a trump and wins, finesses
Club Queen, plays the Ace, leads
a low Diamond and if East plays
low, inserts the ten. If West
wins the trick with the Queen,
he cannot lead Hearts or Clubs,
and in whatever manner he
plays the Diamonds, the declarer
can manoeuvre to get a discard
in the suit. If West does not
win the first Diamond trick,
the declarer should play the King
of the suit next.
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Stretcher Case.

There are certain hopeless
game contracts into which a
pair of optimistic bidders some-
times slide with fatal ease. They
are what are known in local
parlance as stretcher cases. The
mischief is started by that pest
of the bridge table, the player
who opens light. His partnet
with a hand which is nothing to
write home about makes a ten-
tative one-over-on¢  responsc
which is forcing for one round.
The opener is tempted to bid
one No-trump and call it a day,
but then he has a worthless
doubleton in a suit, so he prefers
a bid of two in a lower ranking
suit. The responder makes
one more forward bid, the opener
a stalling one, and half-a-league,
half-a-league, half-a-league on-
ward, the partnership rides
into the valley of death, in other
words, Three No-trumps. One
of the opponents who has been
licking his chops during this
hair-brained  bidding  comes
out with a whacking double,
The following hand is from
actual play.

North-South  holding  these
cards bid as follows :

Non'r;: 6 %, Q62 OCAQ
J 3 963

Soutn: # K109, P AT 84,
Sro2,4Qro52

The bidding :

Norta East Soutn West
1 $ Pass 1 ) Pass

2 & Pass 3 & Pass

3 Pass 3 NT Double

7

West led the two of Spades,
East played the Queer and the
declarer won with the King.
He led the two of Diamonds,
successfully finessed the Knave.
He then played the 2 of Hearts
and fincssed the Knave of
Hearts which lost to West’s King.
West cashed three Spades and
exited with a Heart. The decla-
rer could make only eight tricks,
The complete deal was ;

Deal No. 5 :

$ 64

v Q62

O AQ]J3

& Agbs
$ AJ82 & Q75
Z K53 910973
QO K87 Q9654
& KJ4 & 87

& Kiog

vV AJB4

{102

$ Qo052

Can declarer make his con-
tract ? He can. Because of
West’s double and the lead of the
two of Spades. It is a certainty
that he has the missing Kings,
and it is the declarer’s luck that
he has only four Spades. {If the
two is a deceptive lead from a
five-card suit, the contract has no
chance of success.) The correct
play at trick two is to lead back
a Spade and hope that West has
the eight of the suit. (If East
has it he can win the last trick
and lead Hearts or Clubs and
defeat the contract). West will
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cash his Spades, dummy can dis-
card a Heart and a Club and the
declarer a Heart. Whatever
West leads now will give South
his odd trick. If a low Heart
is led, the trick is won in dummy
and the Queen of Clubs is led
and three tricks are won in the
suit, which, together with three
Diamonds bring up the tll. A
Diamond or Club lead makes
matters still easier for the decla-
rier.

The logic of throwing the
defender in even at the second
trick must be obvious. The dec-
larer is sure to lose three tricks
in Spades. It is hetter to lose
them without giving up a valua-
ble tempo. A lead from West is
welcome to the declarer. He
intends to play the Club suit
in the conventional manner, lead-
ing the Queen from the closed
hand, but it would be disastrous
for him if East were to win the
second trick with the Knave
and lead.

Where ignorance is bliss.

It is one of the strange but
leasing ironies of the game of
Eridgc that the palooka some-
times makes a stunaing play
that the pundit would not dream
of. The fact that his brilliance
is born of sheer ignogance does
not in any way detract from its
deadly effectiveness, North-
South reached Six Clubs after
this sequence of bids :
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SoutH Westr Nortn Easr

1 &  Pas 10 1 &
1 NT Pass 44 Pas
54 Pas 6@

Suppose you are West and
hold : 8. J 4, H. J g 7 6 2, D.
J 965 C g8 What would
youlead ? The Knave of Spades
without doubt. Once this lead
13 made, the declarer makes his
contract, the complete deal being:

Deal No. 6 :

& A
1043

$ J6s543
$Ja K 8
VJoz62 %’ng&s
¢ Jgbs O 872
& 98 & 102

$ 10762

Y Q84

O AQ

& AKQ~

He wins the trick, draws trumps,
plays the Ace and Queen of
Diamonds, enters dummy with
trump Knave, plays Diamond
King and leads the Spade trey.
East must rake and whether
he leads Spades or Hearts, the
declarer makes his contract.

The only lead which can
defeat the contract was made
by the palooka defender who
came out with the four of Spades ?

{The deals appearing in this series are

original and all rights relating to them
are reserved by the author.)

S. I. B. A. CHAMPIONSHIP TOURNAMENT
1955—A REVIEW
By C. DEVARAJAN,

One of the main reasons why
Contract Bridge fascinates us
and keeps our interest in it sus-
tained forever is that every
new hand that is dealt and
played by us provides us with
food for thought whether it is a
part score deal, game or slam
hand. We need not resort to
any prepared deal to engage our
attention. Some of us would
have perused the few deals that
were published in the recent
issnes  of the  Amertcan  Bridge
World, out of the deals that
were plaved recently in  the
World  Championship  match
between France and America.
Such deals are of high educative
value as they give us an oppor-
tunity to improve our standard
both in bidding and plav. We
may even feel at times that we
could have done certain deals
better than the World Masters
and this feeling is a source of
encouragement to us. We may
not of course reach the high
standard of great plavers—but
we can always try to improve
our game and approach their
level,

I hope many of us have not
forgotten the championship tour-
naments conducted hy our
Association at ‘* Ashok Vihar”
some months back. 1 was for-

2

tunate to win the 5. 8. Vasan's
Cup in the Progressive Pairs event
for the North South pairs with
Sundaresa Iyer, our Bridge
Pandit, as my partner. OQur
charming Secretary has called
upon me to review some of the
deals that I played in this event.
How can I say ‘nay’ to him.

I came across many interesting
deals including some slam
hands. Deal No. 19 given below
was the first deal dealt in my
table—Table No. g.

Deal No. 19

After two hands had passed
I, sitting North, opened with 1
Heart.  East called two Dia-
monds and I bid up to 3 Hearts.
East, however, got the contract
at four Diamonds. T had a very
good hand and I passed reluc-
tantly as my partner was silent
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throughout. It will be seen
that there is a game for E. W,
in five Diamonds, but only four
pairs bid it. Unless some force
is employed by East a game
will not be reached. He must
first double the opening bid
of North for a take out and then
give a jump bid in Diamond.
1f EW. reach a game, five
Hearts by North will be a good
sacrifice for he will lose only
300 even if doubled. Only two
N.S. pairs made this sacrifice—
one was doubled and the other
was not. We got the third best
mark for N. 8. pairs as EW, |
was very ambitious to reach a
small slam in Diamonds and got
doubled by N.S. No. 11.

Our  opponents  Srinivasa
Iyer and  Sundaram  of
Coimbatore had their revenge
against us in Deal No. 20 for
losing a game in the previous
deal. They bid and made six
Diamonds.

Deal No. 20 :

& AQB73

? B854¢2

&3

& 764

& Xg5

3:107 QY KQogbg
O AQJwoy Q985
& AKgs53 & Qo

& J642

@ Jro

OK6g2

& J82

’
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The making of the slam is of
course easy but only four pairs
bid it.

In Deal No. 21 we shared the
top with N.5. No. r1. Both of
us bid and made four Hearts.

Deal No. 21 :

& j8sb
CAQB42
o Q)8

& 82

& AQ43 S 0972

@ Jios VA

O K75432 O 106

& Nil & AQ1ro765

& Kj
P Kg76
¢ Ag
& KJo4s

If Clubs Ace is led and contin-
ueds four Hearts cannot be made
by North. On a spade lead also
the contract will share the same
fate. If South secures the con-
tract he may meet with less diffi-
culty in making it. Can you make
four Spades with the E'W_ hands.
East West No. 4 has actually
bid and made it.

We contracted to make six
Spade in Deal No. 1. Our
opponents obligingly  doubled
it and gave us a top. My
partner had no difficulty m
making the contract.
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Deal No. 1 :
& AB76
¢V AJimo8y
¥ 6
& Q63 o]
2
Q‘7KQ P 97632
O KQg8y753 O Jiog2
& Ksg 987
b KQrogs543
VAL
S A
$ AJioz

After I had opened the bidding
with one Heart and supported
my partner in spade the slam
was reached without any diffi-
<ulty,. Who can blame poor
West for doubling this contract,
Seven Diamonds by East West
would have been a good sacrifice,

Deal No. 2 is an interesting
part score deal. East West could
make three Hearts and N.5. 3
Spades. Even a game in Spade
<an be made by N.5. if Diamond
Queen is led first when that suit
is tackled by North,

Deal No. 2 :
& Ji1o843

II

Two pairs, N.5. No. 4 and
N.8. No. 8, have made game in
Spades the former being doubled
by his opponents,

East West No. 11 was lucky
in bidding and making six Hearts
in the following Deal No. 3 :—

Deal No. 3 :
& Kiogs
“ Kg
O 62
$ Kiogbs
&5 & AJ763
O AQg8632 Q]
& J2 $ A8y
- & Q42
P 1075
& Qa3
& Q74

Many other East West pairs
made six Hearts without bidding
it. It is very difficult to bid a
slam on this hand and it js
also impossible to make it, Only
a lead of Diamond by North
will enable the declarer to make
his slam.

We were lucky to secure
another top in the following deat
No. 4 for, our opponents, who
are onc of our best pairs, failed
to bid a game owing to some
misunderstanding.



Six of the East West pairs
reached game in the following

deal {deal No. 5} only to get
doubled for high penalties by
their opponents. Four of them
played in four Hearts and two
of them in five Clubs.
Deal No. 5

& Jio8

¥ Q97565

¢ Q95

4 103
KQgj5 & 762

Q‘? AKJo83 2
o K8 Q174
& 2 & KQJT754

& Ag3

¢ 4

O Arobga

& Ag86

Either East or West must have
realised that there was a misfit
and should have stopped either
at two Hearts or three Clubs,
There must have been keen
competition  between  them,
each raising his long suit, for no
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East West pair has taken a posi-
tive score.

A few East West pairs imagined’
a slam in Deal No. 6 and one of”
them even went to the extent of
redoubling  their slam bid
when it was doubled by their
opponents to give the latter

a four-figure score and a clean
top.
Deal No. 6 :

& Q1053

9

O QJio762

d Ayg
& AK Jg72
vV AJbas %QE‘?
Q9 & AKS8
& QJioys & K86

# 864

W Kiogs

O 543

o932

Curiously enough N. §. No. 100
has ventured with a bid of four
Spades inthis deal to go five down
doubled giving an unbeatable
top to EEW. No. 6. It is impos-
.sible to conceive how this con-
tract could have been reached.

There was a grand slam in
Spades in Deal No, 7 for the East
West pairs. The grand slam
should not be bid as it depended

upon the favourable position of

the trump King. Six pairs havé
reached a small slam and made
seven. Five others stopped with
game and took all the tricks.
Only our opponents E. W.'No. 3
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presented us with a top by making
only five Spades.

Deal No. 7 :

$ 83

9 Qo

0 Q8532

$ 9753

AQrog8 & 7652
3’84 ¢ AKJ732
O Agd O J7
& 1042 & A.
K

Q‘?lo{i5

O Kiob

#KQJsé

Deal No. 10 has produced
some fantastic bidding by all the
N.S. pairs excepting ourselves.
We were the only pair to get a
plus score and with it a clean
top. The other N.8. pairs have
presented their opponents with
:scores ranging between 110 and
.2000. N.S. 11 had bid § N.T.
to go seven down doubled giving
E.W. 6 the top score.

Deal No. 10 :

& Q7

Q76

O g8z

« SKQJ763
g2 & AKJros
7 Kg VJss
O KQJwb O 753
4 ABbB4 & 102

$ 8613

G AQIe842

Q Ag

é9
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East West No. 5 has made
3 N.T. on this deal. North
must have helped them by leading
Clubs King. If Heart has been

led 3 N.T. could not have been
made.

Luck was continuing to favour
us for we got another top from
K. R. Sundaram Iyer and
T. R. Samoo in Deal No. 14.
They reached an unmakeable
contract of four Spades instead
of stopping at 3 N.T. I did not
double four Spade for T was
afraid to drive them to five Clubs
and lose a good top.

Deal No. 14 :
& QJ10865
874
O QJs3
& 8
» A7y & K32
¢ KJs ¢ 102
¢ 6542 O Ay
& 93 & AKQiosg
& Nil
TV AQgé3
O Kiog8
& J762

Many East West pairs have
made 3 N.T. on this deal. On
correct defence even this contract
cannot be made. When North
opens the lead with Heart 8
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{for South would have bid one
Heart over one Club by East
South must take it with Hearts
Act and shift to Diamond.

At last we met with disaster
in Deal No. 17 which we played
against EW. No, 10 who were
the winners in the East West
position. I could not imagine
what had happened to my part-
ner. Something must have gone
wrong with him for he literally
drove me to a little slam in
Ciub. I went down two un-
doubled and gave the E.W.
winners an absolute top. Only a
game in No Trump is possible
in this deal.
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Deal No. 17 :
\Q?Q.gs
AQgh
O 86
a6 2% Akyes
gKJmB?,z %?75
972 1053
& Q7 $ 965
$ 1042
Q4
O AKQJ4
& Aio83

Before luck could finally desert
us and any more disaster could
overtake us the tournament
came to a close to our immense
relief for we were quite certain
by that time of our first place.

THE PASS

By N. MuTHUKRISHNA IYER, B.A., B.L,, Tanjore.

Culbertson says that the open-
ing pass though not a bid in the
ordinarily  understood  sense
yet conveys enough negative in-
formation to partner. It shows
a hand with usually 1/2 to two
honour tricks, or with no biddable
suit with even three honour tricks,
or not having a long powerful
trump suit for opening a pre-emp-
tive bid. “ To pass an opening
suit hid of one is the lowest
warning in bridge” showing a
hand so weak that the opener
should expect () at most one
honour trick—usually less, (&)
less than adequate support for
the bid suit, {¢) if adequate sup-
port for the bid suit, poor distri-
bution and poverty of high cards,
(d) no higher ranking suit as
good as AxxxxorKJroxx,
or (e} hare ace without stopper
in another suit and no distribu-
tional support for partner’s bid
suit.

The most neglected bid in
Contract Bridge is the Pass,
The natural human instinct not
to give up without a struggle
makes it hard to pass. Some
players think that the word Pass
is for cowards to be used only
when any search fails to turn
up more than two winners in
their hands. The eagerness to
throw one or two punches may

result in the head being knocked
off. “The most eloquent and
the most philosophical of all
bids > and *‘ that will save more
peints than any other bid that is
at once subtle and most brilliant’”
is the Pass.

One need not be conservative
but must pass at right time and
place : you pass because the
possible gain of bidding does not
look anywhere nearly commen-
surate with the possible loss.
For example.

Sovth  Wesr Norte  East
Pass 1Y Pass Pass.

South holds -— & 9; Y Q 108;
OCQAQJ72;&J1086. He
shall not call two Diamonds: a
reopening bid may be playing
into West’s hand : the top rank-
ing suit is mysteriously missing.
Where are the Spades? Does West
want to reverse in Spades and
steal a game ?

The Pass is either a trap-pass,
a waiting-pass, a forcing-pass,
a content-pass or, a penalty-pass.

The Trap-Pass.

When your principal strength
lies in the suit bid by vour right-
hand-opponent, when your hand
is weak in majors or in the other
major, it is better not to double
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“but Pass. (A take-out double
may compel partner to bid in a
minor which may not fit in
with the doubler’s hand). If
the opponents get into a contract
which you know they can never
make do not drive them into a
bid they can make, but simply
Pass. The use of trap-pass must
not be overdone. To pass a
hand holding.

Aro42;94;KJ86;A08;
after the opening bid of a Heart
by the right-hand opponent in
the hope of the opponents over-
bidding and giving you an oppor-
tunity to double is height of
optimism. Trapping is not wise
when neither side is vulnerable,
but wise when both sides are
vulnerable ; it is ideal when
trapper 15 not vulnerable but
opener is; it is unwise when
trapper is vulnerable and opener
is not. The trap-pass should
not result more in a missed game
than a big penalty. A good
player, especially on a part score,
traps only with considerable mer-
<chandise in the suit already
named by the opponent, he does
not trap-pass with a hand that
is strong in the other suits.
Examples :—

{1) East calls one Spade and
South holds: AQ J10;865;
7 8 4; QJ 7. South shall pass,

(2) East calls one Spade and
South holds: AJ876 ;K J§;
X 7 4; A 9. South shall pass.
Fo make a game in adversely bid
suit is not likely. By doubling
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first and then bidding spades,
thus telling partner a genuine
spade suit, South succeeds only
in assuming all responsibility plus
all the risk for the meagre profit
of a part score. When the op-

Eonent starts off in trouble it is
est to nurse him stay in it,

(3) N. E. S W
1 O 1 ?

Southholdsg4 ; K108642;
J 4:J g2 1If South doubles it
may not stand and East may
change suit. South has a temp-
ting hand to double but he
must pass. Further in order to
make a penalty double South
should have defensive high cards
tricks also. If North makes a
take-out double South should
be glad to leave it alone.

(44 W. N. E. S
19 P 1 & ?

Both sides vulnerable : Rubber
Bridge. South holds K Q g9 6 ;
Ki1o8;AKQqg7;= South
shall pass. The defender is not
to exchange potentiallly excellent
defensive position for a doubtful
offensive position. South has so
much strength that the enemy:
will not be making anvihing.
South should have (o remember
that one Spade by East is forcing
and East-West may get into
trouble. South has a hand strong
enough to enter later into the
auction but certainly not for game
since applying the Rule of Eight,
North cannot have any honour
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hand at all. South should wait
and trap for a sizeable penalty.

{5) From the Amencan
Bridge World.
Bast-West Vulnerable.

West NortH East Soutn

1O 1 Q 1 ?

South bids K Q10855 2;
QJio7; Q_‘J 9. South passes.
“Tyo not fall for this tissue-paper
trap and do not double. Play
the role of the meek mouse and
pass. The vulnerable opponents
are heading for gallows. One
Spade is a force on West and if
‘South acts now he is premature.
Never mind about warning North
in Hearts—the wonder 1s where
he got his first bid ; he will not
rebid Hearts at all”.

(6) Another  from the
American Bridge World.

‘NorTR East SoutH WEST
1  Double. ?

Both sides Vulnerable. Rub-
‘ber Bridge.

South holds K J 75; Q 108
33 6423 Q4 The obvicus
Hid for South is the Pass; he
should lay back and give oppo-
nents as much rope as possible.

The Waiting-Pass.

The distinction between the
trap-pass and the waiting-pass
3z marked only (o this extent,
that in cases of tracl.)-pass the
trapper has merchandise also in
the suit bid by the opponents

3
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while in cases of waiting-pass
the player need not necessarily
have. any strength in the suit
bid by the opponent. The * wai-
ting-pass ’ 18 intimately connec-
ted with the subject of *' over-
calling .

The “‘overcall” is the bid
made by a player on the opposite
side after his opponent has opened
the bidding and the over-caller is
the defender. The proper use
of the overcall may spell the
difference between a losing and
a winning contract. The over-
call is a competitive bid and is
made in the face of strength
declared by the opponent. The
overcall shall not be made becauge
the hand is good for an opening
bid : henour fricks determine the
opening bids but winners shall
guide the overcalls. The open-
ing bid is a tentative call but the
overcall is a definite commitment
and therefore the solidity of the
trumps must be considered fore-
most. The overcall should not
give the opponents what base-
ball fans call a ** fielder’s choice .
It is in the field of overcalls that
many run riot and when calamity
descends they call it a horrible
break.

Both sides Vulnerable.
Westr Nortn East Sourm
1) Pass 2 @ 24

South holds: A K 8 43
A9 53; 96; 7 2 Can
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South "eéxpect North to hold
any tricks at all after West has
made a vulnerable opening. and
Fast has responded with a
two-over-one  take-out ? The
Rule of Two and Three is vio-
lated. *No formula has been
found to replace the Culbertson
Rule of 2 and 3 as a measurement
of overcalls ; nor will one be
found because this rule is as
logical as it is simple”. The
better cause would be to lie
low and lull the opponents into
a false sense of security, In the
face of an opponent opening the
bidding the overcaller must be
very cautious, for the opponent
on his left can easily tell which
side has the most strength and
he will drop like a ton of bricks
on any doubtful bid with a
double. *‘ Pattern your overcall
after Lou Louis Watson.”

Some hands with good honeur-
tricks but without good distri-
bution can lead one to go astray
in bidding. A wait-and-see hand
is one that contains good honour
cards and no good distribution,
Bridge is not a game of mere Aces
and Kings. In the illustration
given below - an  incautious
East player would make an over-
call and would go down on a
double—or on a take-out double
'ny him West would bid two
Clubs and go down on a penalty
double. East must make a wait.
ing pass to let the opponents go
:too high and then double for
-penalties. L
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852
Q4
4
o

pO3IP
>5 >

K
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Q
Kioch
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7
K3

&
\Vj
0
$o74

O B P

3
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B 0w

J
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J
3

Deal actually played in a
major tournament,  Vulnerable
both sides. Dealer Nerth. Cul-
bertson played in the East posi~
tion.

Bidding :
Norta East Sourn West

1< Pass 1 N.T. Pass
Pass Pass

* North and South made their
contract and two overiricks for
a duplicate score of 150 (100
for three no-trumps plus a partial-
bid bonus of 50). At another
tabie where Jacoby and Burns-
tine sat East-West, the East hand,
afraid that his side was being
bilked, made a take-out double.
When South’s no-trump came
around to him West then bid
2 Clubs, was cracked and went
down 500 points. At still another
table a one Spade overcall by
East was doubled and the
slaughter yielded 8oo points for
opponents . It is difficult for
East to pass with a hand like this :
but Pass is the most difficult bid
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and Culbertson whom fabulous
P. Hal Sims rightly called “a
flawless technician,  brilliant,
colourful, imaginative, coura-
geous "’ did call Pass at the right
time and place.

Here is another deal played
by top masters and it illustrates
a case when East with a mishit
in Spades resists the temptation
to open his mouth and waits to
see what South calls.

86
g{iaoﬁ 2

3P
el

~1

S

Vulnerable : neither. Dealer
West.

West hand played by Helen
Sobel.

Bidding -

West NortH East  SouTH
I & Pass Pass 2 {
Pass Pass Double Pass
Pass Pass

South has not enough winners
for an overcall of two Diamonds.
s §ince her partner on this hand
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was a top-master she realised
that the fact he did not keep the
bidding apen for her was intended
as a warning. Accordingly she

opponent’s overcall with a
fine rebiddable hand to see if
parmer had anything to say at
this point. He had—and empha-
tically”. Any other bid by South
lands him in trouble.

East Soutk West NorrtH

1 & ?
North-South Vulnerable and
South holds :—

{¢) 985;102;AK643;
Ao 4.

South will lose if he sticks out
his neck simply because someone
dealt him Ace, King, Ace; though
his hand is worth an opening
bid it is not worth a vulnerable
overcall at two-level.

) Q86 4;AKogb2;
106; 7 5: Pass is the word.
A Heart overcall is pointless and
suicidal.

() KQg; K1o7;A64;
Q 8 6 2 ; Pass. Do not disturb
a good defensive position over
Spade.

(Y KQ864:;AK;;A6;
10 6 5 2. Pass. No Double.
No good for any immediate
action.

{To be continued.}



KARAIKUDI BRIDGE TOURNAMENT

By “PomnTsMan ™,

We received the announce-
ment of the proposed tournament
at Karaikudi in April and were
not very much enthusiastic about
taking a team there as the
matches were fixed for the grd
week of May. The temperature
in Madras itself touched some-
thing like 108° and we could
well imagine the condition in a
place like Karaikudi. Probably,
the organisers there suspected
the reactions of the outside teams
and naturally they put in more
steam in their endeavours to get
as many teams as possible to make
it a grand success. They did
succeed in this and it was indeed
a stupendous success, as some-
thing like 25 teams entered for
the duplicate knock-out ! This
I should consider a record espe-
cially in these days when rummy
has invaded all the clubs and
swept bridge completely off the
card tables.

Madras wanted to send three
teams, T. Nagar, Mylapore and
P. S. Reddy’s. Somehow only
one and a half team could go,
Reddy took us all in his newly
reconditioned Hudson, myself,
Ramaratnam, Viramani, P. 8.
Reddy and Samoo Iyer-—Chari
was wise enough to think that
the good old train iy more depen-
dable. Someone told us to clear

out of Madras before § . M. as
3 t0 4-30 P.M. on Friday is
suppased to be inauspicious time,
Although we started collecting
members and kit one after
another from 1-30 p. M., we could
start from T’Nagar Club only at
3-15 P.M. As ill-lJuck would
have it, something went wrong
with the car and we had to
entrain at Villupuram leaving
the car there in a work-shop.
Somehow, we reached Karaikudi

at 6-30 A. M. on Saturday, the -

19th May. The organisers of
the tournament had made ex<

cellent arrangements for our stay,
food and transport,

Although there were record
number of entries as [ said
before, the organisers managed
the crowd admirably and the
three days’ function went off
precisely according to schedule.
A big school and two or three
private buildings for the visiting
teams’ stay, a school for tourna-
ment, another for a special can-
teen was no small achievement.
To crown all, they had collected
about 100 ceiling fans for instal-
lation in these places. These
were only a few of the amenitics
which they provided for the
visitors.

Somehow the fame of Reddy
had reached there before he
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actually arrived, so much so, a
erowd of at least 30 people went
from room to room where he wa:l
laying in progressive events an
?heymkzglock-outs. Of course ol},
boy ! he gave them their money's
worth by some of the rarest
fireworks. Although we lost to
the winners—the Coimbatore
team—by 10 points, any onc of
the g games which myself and my
partner threw away or any one
of the 3 psychic bids which
missed the bus by P. 5. Reddy
and Ramaratnam would have
saved the match for us. I am
giving below one of the games
which we thrcw!faw:ay on x:lty
table. We (myself and my part-
ner) were (playing Panikker’s
point system and the cards were
as below :

Dealer South: E. W. Vulnerable.

HJ
%%3108
&AKQJ98

10 X X X $ Qxx
38 @ KJio43
OJxxxx O Ax
$ xxx b xxx

AKxxx
$A975=
o xx
& x

According to our system, sit-
ting north, I opened one Heart
(as the hand contained 18 points,
the requisite points needed for a
Heart opening being 17 or 18
jrrespective of the fact that we
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hold Hearts or not) and my

er said one no-trump. He
needed only 8 points to respond
for a e force of 1 N.T. and
he had 11 points. 1 called two
Clubs, showing my longest suit
and my partner 2 Spades, his
Jongest suit.

The bidding was as below :

NorTH East Souts Wesr
1 Pass 1 NT. Pass
2 & Pass 2 & Pass
3¢ Pass 3@  Pass
3 NT. Pass 4 Pass
Pass D1 R.D1 Pass
Pass Pass x

Since I did not show any
support for both the major suits
bid by my partner and as he
went on his own steam, for
even re-doubling, I was sure
he held a strong Heart suit and
with my Q 6 to supplement
I thought we were on velvet.
But my partner did not care to
see Sundaram of the Coim-
batore teamn, my opponent on
E taking a mental calculation
after my initial opening of one
Heart itself. Sundaram must
have for a moment forgotten
that my opening bid need not
have any Hearts at all. Anyway,
he let the cat out but it did not
have any effect on my partner.
How true the words of
Blackwood in Bripce Humanics:
* Understand  your partner and
study the opponents .



- But the worst part of it was,
due to the peculiarity of our
system, I had to feed the baby
and play the band. When the
dummy was laid, I know that
my partner must have been wool-
gathering and [ simply told
him that at least the privilege of
redoubling should have been
left to me. The play went
as below :

East SoutrH West  NorTe

CA Ox Ox OB

6x 64 x ]

x &x X & A
Here I put on my thinking
cap. Is it possible for E to have
all the missing 6 Hearts or is it
divided 5-1? If there is a single-
ton in W hand, it may give lot of
trouble and on this basis I played

<7 Q and the play proceeded as
follows :

East Scuts WesT NorTH

YK QA Q8 QQ
O x O x O x O K

Since my hand as well as
Pummy was freak and since
Hearts were located in the East's
hand I thought I should play
one more round of Diamonds
and then continue with Clubs.
Consequently O O was led
and East ruffed with four of

The INDIAN BRIDGE WORLD

Hearts. I discarded a small
Spade from dummy. The ruffing
of the Diamond Queen upset
me and now E played Hearts
i and then a small Spade. I
ad no way of getting back into
my hands and I went 2 down.
Now  comes our Captain
Reddy and hearing about the
comedy or errors in this deal
he told me that I could have
kept the contract !!

His line of play is as lollows.
After the O A by E and the Spade
small, play the A K and small
of Spade from dummy ru
the small Spade by 6 of Hearts
in the closed hand. Play ¢ Q
from the hand and when E covers
with King, play the A from
Dummy. Come back by & A,
play 2 more rounds of Clubs,
play & K and then play ¢ Q.
What does East do ? He is now
left with only J 10 4 3 of Hearts.
If he ruffs small, ruff over with 5
and lead back g. East will get
only two tricks for J and 10.
But there was one snag and
that was that Eastheld K J 10 7 4
of Hearts and South A g 53 2
and not what I have stated ahove.
Now, however hard you try, you
will have to concede 3 tricks in
trumps to East and that together
with ¢ A put you one down.

THE MADRAS-ANDHRA DUPLICATE
CONTRACT BRIDGE MATCH, 1956
By N. RAMARATNAM,

The second day of the match
began with keen expectations on
either side. The Madras Team
was determined to retrieve the
points which it had lost in the
second session. The Andhra con-
tingent hoped to forge ahead
with the gains it had made.

For the Madras Team, P. 5.
Reddi and K. G. Ramaratnam
sat North South in the open hall
and T. 8. Chandrasekaran aqd
8. Palaniswami sat East Westin
the closed room. After 16 dqal_s
Sadasivam replaced S. Palani-
swami, In the open hall, Dr.
Sambasiva Rao and Sastri, who
played for the first time sat, East
West and in the closed room
A. Ramamoorthi and P. Tilak
represented the Andhra Team.

At the end of the first 16 deals,
the score was fairly even ; but
at the end of the morning session
of 32 boards it was a very diffe-
rent story. Twenty threc valuable
matchpoints had been lost! There
was gloom in the Madras camp.

In the deals of the third
and subsequent sessions that are
covered by this article one
feels that the bidding by the
players did not maintain a high
standard throughout. Lapses 1n
bidding occurred every now and
¢hen and in some . deals, judged

by inter-state standards, the bid-
ding should be said to be sub-par.

Of some interest from the bidd.
ing angle is deal No. 68. Imagine
your partner opens one Heart
which is doubled by your oppa-
nent to the right and as you
unfold your cards you see before
you J 9 3 in Spades, K g 8
5 § 2 in Hearts, Singleton 8 in
Diamonds and 9 86 in Clubs.
What would you bid ? Two
Three or Four Hearts ? The
jump to Four Hearts by T, S.
Chandrasekaran in the closed
room proved effective and made
all the difference. It gave a
problem to the opponents who
bid 5 Diamonds, were doubled,
and went two down vulnerable.

Bidding was responsible for the
missing of the game by East
West in the open room in the
next Board.

Dealer : North. Vul: N, §.
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The bidding in both the rooms

is given below :

Open Room :

Nortt East SourH West
14" Dbl 2 Pas
Pass 2 5P Pass Pass
Pass

Closed Room :

Norr  East SoutH Wesr
1 & 3 Pass gNT
‘Pass 4 Pass Pass
Pass

Forceful bidding by East in the
closed room carried the auction
to game whereas in the open
room East’s take-out double fol-
lowed by a Two Hearts bid did
not provoke any response from
his partner.

Board No. 76 presents a pro-
blem one normally meets with in
duplicate matches, the problem
of sacrifice. Should a vulnerable
side bid over or double an obvious
sacrifice by non-vulnerable opp-
onents. Very often we see pla-
yers going into a huddle over
this. The hand calling for com-
ment is given below.

Dealer : West, Vul: N.S.

J8
QY Q874
O Ao
e KQ 4J354’AG
IO
Y9 94 Q?K6723
¢ 87 Q43
$Qio7sg $ K62
1053
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In the open room Rama-
ratnam sitting  south, doud-
led the bid of Four Spades
and . the auction closed with
thatt In  the closed room
over the same double of
four Spades by his partner
Tilak, Ramamoorthi chose to bid
over the double five Hearts,
and this was made, This deci~
sion earned for his team five
poinis,

There was quite a flare-
up on deal No. 78. In the open
room North South went up to Six
Hearts! It is difficult to imagine
how North could have gone
to six Hearts which is obviously a
bad proposition when his partner
had doubled the bid of Five spades
by their opponents, for penalties.
In the other table the bid of
Four spades itself by East West
was doubled and was one down.
The double of Five Spades, if it
had been left, would have yielded

some points for the Madras
Team,

Dealer : East. Vul : Neither.

@ 1098
Q?AK|036539
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" The bidding on Board 81
practically filled up the bidding
sheet and the final contract of
Six Hearts by Sadasivam and
Chandrasekharan was much to
the satisfaction of the opponents.

Dealer : North. Vul: Neither.

®QJ1oghb
V76
oQlJo
$654
dAT2 $Kis
QAK43 Q102
O632 OAKi085
*K'?Q ’103
43
vJg8s
074
SdAQJ9B

In the other table the contract
was Three No-trumps by West
and five was made. Here also
the contract would have been
the same had East passed th_c
bid of 3 No-trumps by his
pa.rtncr.

This first deal of the second
sixteen set off the landslide for
the Madras side! And several

ints were lost within the next

deals.

On Board 85 the pusillanimity
of South lost a game in the open
Hall. In the closed Room South
jumped to Four Hearts on

orth’s response. to his take-out
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double. It iz to be noted how=
ever that in the open Room
North did not bid to the take~
out double by the partner in
the first round. South made
a repeated take-out double but
when his partner came out with a
g Hearts bid he chose 1o pass.
A vulnerable game was mssed
and five points lost by the
Madras Team.

Dealer : North. Vul : Neither,

2
$ 8 L
¢ 83 V)
o552 &
$ KB810764 &

& AJ4
Y AK74
O A4
$ Qgét

Four Spades by North South
in the open hall on Board g
over four hearts by their oppon-
ents, which was doubled, turned
to be a very bad sacrifice. North
South went down by four tricks,
and lost 700 points as they were
helpless against merciless play
from the beginning. In the
closed rcom the contract was
4 Hearts by west and five was
made. This lost another four
points for the Madras team,

Qiogbg
95
KQ8bjs
A
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Dealer: North.

Vul. Neither,
Q?Q?Sﬂ
O Jos8y4
- Qg4
& ] #Kio8
G 10875432, VQJ
O 52 QKQ&6s
$AKS & Jic8
#9641
WAKS
¢ 10 7
» 7632

At the end of the third session
when the players got up for
lunch the Madras Team was
surprised to see that they had lost
23 {.M.P. After adjusting the lead
of four points, they started the
fourth Session with 19 LM.P.%s
against them and with 64
Boards to go.

The fourth Session,

In the Open Room K. C.
Ramaratnam, paired with Sada-
sivam, sat North South while P,
S. Reddi sat out as it wasfelt that
this partnership had not worked
out to the expectation of the
Selection Committee. In the
closed room Mr, Chandrasekha-
ran and 3, Palaniswami played
for Madras.

The very first deal in the fourth
session illustrates the extremes
of variation in bidding possible
even in an inter state match,
In the closed Room East West
who. have a game in Spades
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permitted their opponents to play
in Two Clubs. North opened
one Heart. East holding a good
hand neither over-called at the
first round nor doubled to pro-
voke his partner to some res-
ponse when the bidding came to
him again in the second round.
The fact that South made a
feeble One No-trump response
should have given him en-
couragement to bid again,

Dealer: North.

&6
YAtg7a2

© 93
dAJiog

073 Q
\V,
¢
&

Vul: Neither.

0354
J43
765

3P
R PR

XJ
65
K_]2
K75

On Board 101 in the Open
Room the contract was 2 Dia-
mond by West, whereas in the
closed room the bidding by
‘Woest was bold and the contract
rcached was 3 N.T. by West
This deal enabled the Madras
Team to recover four points.

On Board 108 the contract
was 3 N T at both the Tables.
In the closed Room ths contract
was set by one trick while it was
made in the open Room. This
deal is reproduced as it may be
of some interest, -

JULY 1956

North led Heart King in
the Closed Room. North led
the King of Spades first in the

n Room and switched to
King of Hearts ‘jmmediately.

Dummy tabled out

® 43

X%KQJ&;
& AQg4s.

In the Open Room the play s
not recorded—but one can only
guess what would have happened.
“The Declarer would not have
taken the trick. North in 2
-quandary should have switched
.over to some other suit fearing
playing into a tcnace of Ace
and ten of Hearts. Any ottl}cr

lay except heart continuation
-]gjivzs the cfmtract. In the closed
‘Room west took the trick with
his Ace of Hearts, and then there
was no chance of the defenders
.committing a mistake.

AKS87y
gKQg’HG
032
4-7‘
@ QJ95 43
A2 ¢ J
glo';ﬁ O AKQJ84
dJr1o82 SAQo4
pr1ob62
Y ro543
Q95
K653

-1t is rather difficult to under-
atand how in the closed Room
North on Board 114 could have
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ed up a one Spade responde
r:’his tfkc-out double from his
partner. In the Open Room
the contract arrived at was
Four Spades and this was made
without any difficulty.

Dealer: East. Vul: North South.

The Madras Team recovered
another five points on this deal:

Note the bidding on the next
deal in the closed room which
is given below ;

Nort East  SoutH WEsST

x X Pass Pass
2 QY 39 49 8 o
5 ¢ D'ble — O
6 Y Dble — —

Result—Minus 2.

Six Spades by East West
looks a poscibility provided the
the opponents do not lead trumps.
In the bidding in th- closed
room at no stage did East or
West mention Spades. But the
sacrifice, however, paid great
dividends as in the other Table



East West bid Four Spades and
made Six Spades. andhra
Team recovered the five points
it had lost in the previous
deal. However, had they dou-
bled Six Diamonds the side
would have reaped quite a good
bharvest, as it is problematical if
East West would bid a new suit
at the level of six !

Dealer: South, Vul: East-West.

& Ab

P Qrog8bag

¢ J

294
Q875 HKJrogqaa
v - PATS
QO KQ8732 O ——
& 386 dAK]s

)

VK2

S Awwgby

drojge

Deal 113 will be of some
interest.

Dealer: North. Vul, : Neither,

$® 95

Q@ Joy

O Qo872

$ AKS
& 83 @ AQ 10
CKQg TV A6532
O KJb64 Q As
$Js53 $ Qg7

® KJ764

¢ 84

O 10

ngq,a

On this deal 113, given above,
. the contract was 2 Hearts in
ﬂn Open Room by East and
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two waf made. In the Closed
Room West found himself in a
contract of 3 No trumps. He,.
however, went one down. The-
contract could however have been

made. The deal was as played.

below,

Noatn East  SoutH Wusr
(1) ¢9 Q K 2
(@ 2 A Qo 4
B 71 Q=2 8 Q
(4) 0 3 4 QK
(5 QI A 7 U9
Eﬁ; ?) 8 U6 &4 &3
707 5 d2 &3
(8) & K % 4 &)
(9945 10 &J 8

(10) 08 O5 3 ¢ K.
(1) A o 6 Y3

(12) 0Q #A "dr1o O]

When the five of Spades at
trick eight was played by North,
West’s only hope is to find
North with the Ace of Clubs and
from the bidding it was safe to-
infer s0. ‘To allow South to take
the trick would be permitting

another play through his hand of"

Diamonds. If North had only
two Spades there could be no.
communication between the two-
hands and so West should have
gone up with the Ace of Spades,
played the Diamond to his King-
and led a Club. His ninth brick
i8 assured either in Clubs or in
Diamonds.

Board 122 turned out to be.
a heavy swing deal, On this deal
in the Open Room North South.
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played the contract in 4 Spades
and in the Closed Room East West
bid and made 5 Hearts. Thlc
swing was 1270 points or 9 I.
M.P. Actua.ll; the conract of 4
Spades should have been set by
one uick as East West have 4
top trick in Hearts and Clubs,
Madras recovered some badly
needed points in this deal.

Dealer : East. Vul. : East West.

®AQ932
{85
QA7
] 72
1087
8370000 SARD
OQ1o4 032
$ABE &KQro54
g;{]fu
<>K39865
93

At the end of the fourth
session there was aslight improve-
ment in the chances of the
Madras Team, They had re-
covered nine pointsand the dlff_t:r-
ence was ten points. ‘The situation
became tense and with only 32
Boards more to play all the
players went to it with grim
determination.

Every deal was watched with
anxicty by the spectators. Deal’
by deal progress was ‘ relayed
by whispers among the spectators.

P. S. Reddy was tcamed again

with Ramaratnam and took the
North South portion in tbe closed
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Room. Venkata Rao and
Thirumal. Rao sat East-West
facing them. In the O Room
Chandrasekharan and Sadasivam
played for Madras and opposed
Dr. Sambasiva Rao and Tilak.

The start was not favourable,
On Board 133 in the Closed
Room the contract was played in
g N.T. by West, whereas in the
Open Room East playeditin g
Diamonds and made five. The
loss in points was four and ad-
verse to the Madras side.

tn the next Board the bidding
was more or fess reveesed. In
the Closed Room, North South
stopped in 3 Diamonds, whereas
in the Open Room North South
rcached a contract of 3§ Neo-
trumps East opened one club
but North South finally landed
in g No. Trumps. This was set
though it could have been made
on a careful analysis of the play
and discards.

Dealer: East. Vul : East West,
S AQ9454
10 4
O Q3



go

© West led Club six. South, the
declarer, took the trick with his
Queen and played a Diamond.
Taking the trick with his Ace
of Diamonds West played the
three of Clubs. Winning the
trick with his Ace of Clubs
declarer ran out all his Diamond
winners,

East’s five discards were Hearts
2, Hearts Queen, Hearrs 8, Glubs
2 and Spade 6. It is not very
difficult to read East’s hand—
and his discards were revealing,
He had stripped his honour in
(King) Spades. All that declarer
had 1o do was to play the Ace of
Spades which would bring down
the King and give the required
trick for the contract. He, how-
ever, played the King of Hearts
at this stage which East took and
cashed his three well-preserved
tricks in Clubs. The position at
the eighth trick was as follows.
Declarer had made seven tricks.

b AQ
D 104
¢ 9
*_

w
O3
5| » =
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The deal above (137) is not of
much interest except to disclose
how the Ace of Clubs went to
sleep in a g No-trump contract.
On both the occasions Clubs was
played by declarer, East in the
Open Room ducked and in the
final four card position when
Diamond Queen was played he
found bimself caught in a squeeze,

bcrlz}\::. end position is given

®

Q?_
. 25(;15
@ — 3;_5
O J265 O —
» — & Ay
t3
<>84
b Q

It was with his usual flourish
that Ramaratnam brought home

the squecze and looked trium-
phantly about.
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: Board No. 13g contains all the
elements of a bad luck story!
North played the contract 1n
3 Spades in the Open Room and
went down one. Whercas s
counterpart in the Glosed Room
bid 2 Spades and made five!
The deal is 1eproduced.

& KJ843

T9o4

o876

$dA7S5
$ 1w05bH ® Q2
P AKJr1o2 Q875
o9 O QJ54
& Jogb2 b Kiog

® A7S

“ 63

O AKog2

» Q84

. One can casily guess how
North could have gone down one.
This was a bad deal for Madras
and where every point counted
four costly points were thrown
awayv needlessly.

Board 144 also proved to be
costly deal for Madras. On
this board, East West in the
Closed Room bid 4 Hearts
and were allowed to make
it, The Club ruff was not per-
mitted. In the Open Room
Noith South bid 4 . Spades,
undoubled, and were g down and
gave away only 150 pomts to
their opponents.

3t

Dealer West : Vul «:EW.

® Qo4

@75

O QJ75

$ Ag8a
& Kjs $ 32
Y Kgb2 CAQJ43
¢ AKBz2 Q94
»J74 ® Qios53

& AJio876

¢ 108

$ 1063

$ Kb

In the last lap, after sixteen
deals had becn playcd there was
a change of tables. The Madras
Team had lost eleven points
and with only 16 Boards it
looked an uphill task.

In the very first deal (145)
the Madras Team gained an
advantage by Dbidding 3 No-
trumps while their opponents
in the same position plaved it in
3 Hearts (made four). The
Madras Team had some further
gains in the next few deals.

A few boards later East West
(Reddy and Ramaratnam) in the
closed Room scored for their
team. They bid a game in
hearts and made it while their
counterparts played in 2 Hearts.
Ramaratnam sitting West opened
onc Heart on & K Q) 10,

PKJ86543 0Qo3, &Q



92

and when his partner bid 2 Clubs
he juomped w 4 Hearts! Had
South with 14 points doubled or
bid 2 Diamonds over East’s call
of 2 Clubs it is problematical
whether West would have jumped
10 game.

A slip in defence hy the
opponents again earned 5 valu-
able points for the Madras
Team in Boaid 156. (Rama-
ramam West) who had been
making bold bids, was caught
on Board 157. His overcall of
2 Spades over an opening bid
of 2 Hearts (not forcing two) hy
“Tilak (South) was punished with
a double by North and this was
s¢t py 2 tricks,

Dealer: North. Vul : Both Sides,

& K842
AV

$ 1w0gbs
Qs

» AJ953 & Q7
WJwge VREQ7
O A & Q
943 & K

In the other table South made
a normal opening bid of one
‘Heart. West passed and North
d 1 Spade and the auciion
aied at 3 Diamends by Norcth
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Soulh. This gave away 5

valuable points to the dhra
Team. pe ° An

The last deal deserve; to be
recorded, In the Open Hall the
contract was 6 Clubs by South |
thfeas in the Closed Room the
bidding flickered awayin 2 Clubs,

Dealer : West, Vul : EW.
d A63
A
QO Ags
$ KJg863
$ K ® Jio64a
VKJ752 V98643
O J82 ¢ Qo
$ Aogy & 7
4 Q987
Y Q1o
O Ky654
® Q2
The final result ; : 3
but thcu 18 well known;

scores i
calculat?d there was gr:;:cc::iltneg-
ment in  both the camps,
The Madras Players, however
felt that they had not acquitteci
themselves "well, The result
however, was not so very dis-
couraging as  the difference

was only 8 LM.P.
Boards.y over 160

After the match wags ave
the Trophy and the cups to th:;
Paiticipants were presented by
K. R. Sundaram Iver, Vice

Ifrcsidcnt of the S.I.B. Associn-
tion. Lo

‘DESCHAPELLES AND JETTISONING
By Traxs

*Hullo, good cvcnir}llg to cvdcry-
body,” so saying the pedant
'ushgrcd himscli'" in for he needed
no more introduction. We had
prepared the Bridge room for
his arrival, the desire to hear
him had taken decp root and
jt filled everyone of us. He
‘had a look of frustration though.

I felt that he was in the same
‘mood as on the last occasion.
‘We did not ask him ‘why’.
But we were prepared for 2 talk
on a similar principle or an
.extension of what was said last
time,

Very solemnly and unusually
sternly he dealt the cards and
sat quiet. They were as follows.
"The final contract was 6 H by
-south doubled by East,

& Q1ob2
UG AQio8g

O3
‘JLO‘JW

z

J
J

OGP
A

9
5
1098543

This deal is from the American
Bridge World.

o]

Bidding :

Easr SoutH West NortH
1 -— 2 & Double
— 39 — 4 Q
— 59 — 69
Dbl —_

West led nine of Diamonds.
East won it with the Ace. East
led six of Hearts. South won
it with nine and played K and J
of Diamonds; on the K he dis-
carded the jack of Clubs, on the
jack of Diamonds his hand went
near dummy’s Spade suit. The
pedant’s face was fire and brim-
stone. This was his 6th lesson
and not to children, His in-
dignation was justifiable and
righteous. The hand then with.
drew from spade and Cilub K
was touched. Sunshine was in
the pedant’s face. A welcome
change indced. The pedant na-
turally desired to impress on us
the significance of this discard.
He put us a question if south’s
Clubs could be otherwise utilised.
We thought over and fclt that
only that path would lead to
promo ing south’s Clubs and by
giving south entry in Hearts,
the Clubs could be utilised and
the contract well established.
He was listening and nodding
his head in agreement. What
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a change had come on the whole
situation. We narrated the steps
and the principle and our teacher
was listening and approving.
One day surely we would out-
Herod the Herod and though
children become the ‘father of
the man’. South next played
a Club which was won in the
dummy. He uext played Q of
Hearts and was taken with the
K by south. Another Club by
south and it was ruffed with 8
in the dummy. A small Spade
from north was ruffed by south's
small trump. A third club from
south was ruffed by dummy’s
high trump, The last trump
was played and won by south
with J. Then all Glubs were
goad and the contract stead un-
shaken, Diamond Ace trick was
the sole one for the defenders,
Before our friend could wax
eloquent, we all said that we
have now understood entry
making”  and “ promotion »,
The king and jack and g of
Hearts with south were made
the necessary entries and Clubs
with South were promoted by the
discard of K and J. Very well,
no gainsaying the fact that
Bridge-play is good mental tonic,
A pack of cheap cards and con.
centrated Bridge play are more
econainical than present-day cost.
ly patent drugs to tone one up.

The next deal was dealt rather
silently by the pedanr, We sus.
pected that he was a little green
eyed at our quick work in the
last deal. We stirred ourselves
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up still better. The deal was.

as follows. The final contract
was six Spades by South.

x
KJ
Ax

$Axxxxxxx

O3

This deal is from American:

Bridge Worlg,
Bidd'ng:

NorTH  Easr SoutH  West-

1 & 50 s &4 —
68 — € & Dbl

West opened K of Clubs,
North won it with Ace. East
discarded a Diamond, A small
trump  from dummy was led,
East showed out. South won it
with his trump seqQuence,  South
kept the cards down and was in

the path of sorrow. He lost his.

brightness. He muttered to him-
selt “ What ? East not having
Clubs and Spades >, His mind
was at dead stop, Now was.
the pedant’s chance. W showed
rather hastilv at the last deal
that we were nearing him in his.
grasp of the intricacies of play.
Now we were at seq. With
great sclfsatisfaction he threw
his head up and said that we all
had to learn many more things.

® xxxxxx & Nil

gl%lx * g};(}:;gxxxxx.

& KQ Jio & Ni
G s
&

JULY 1956

before becoming classical players.
We felt depressed. But he was
a true teacher and finding our
mood gave a bit of encourage-
ment and said that no doubt they
were in sorrow but that path
alone would lead us all to the
land were sorrow was unknown.
We cleared up a bit. Then he
asked souch to *‘ count’ cards
and *place” them. It was
easily said but it teck south 10
minutes to do 1. He placed
six trumps 4 Clubs and 3 Hearts
with West, East obviously had
no Spades and Clubs and by a
process of elimination he had g
Diamonds and 4 Hearts. The
play had to be regulated on that
basis. QOur friend was happy
that we had caught the point.
South then played all his trumps.
No doubt he had enough Clubs
in the dummy to discard. ‘When
he played the last trump he
touched a Club and the wry
face of the pedant took the
finger away. But the other al-
ternative did not strike  him.
The pedant then said: “What was
Easts call, was it not 5 Dia-
maond-"" “Yes”said South. But he
did not catch its full meaning.
The yedant was rather worried
about South’s want of acuteness.
He asked the other 3 of us if we
had the salution ready. We were
in the same boat as south, T}}cn
our friend gave the tip by saying
that the contract can be made
oanly if south had a re-enry
after playing Hearts. Well. e
defiected our thinking in that
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direction and decided that all
Hearts must be good tricks and
if the Ace and 10 of Hearts
were to be used south must
have an entry and it can be only
in Diamonds. A little more time
and we discerned that the Ace
of Diamonds was a block to the
Diamond entry with the declarer.
South now was all smiles and
then said that he would diwch
his Diamond Ace. Our friend
signified approval and said that
this discard was also called ** jet-
tisoning . South then played
a small Heart and won it with J
in the North. Then played the
K. A small Diamond was played
next and East won it with the K.
¥ not south was prepared to
take it with his queen., It was
beautiful play. But what a danger
in clinging to big things and top-
cards. That is man’s trait, He
should get over it. All these
were our friend’s sayvings. We
quietly heard him. It was then
that we realised that small things
were very often as useful as, if
not more than things big and
heavy.

The shrewd pedant saw from
cour faces that in the last deal
sauth was made to look small and
that East and west looked wise-
acres. He decided probably to
punish those two among us.  He
dealt the cards and the deal
was as follows. The final con-
tract was 3 N.Ts. by south
after an overcall of 3 Diamonds
by East.



& Aroxx

P Ax

O Qox

& A X X
& Jxxx $ Qx
QJgx ¥ Kxx
O xx OAJogxx
4 Kgxx & 10 X% x

& K xx

¢ Qmoxxx

O Kxx

& ] x

This deal is from “Reese On
P!ﬂ)”

West led a small Diamond.
North played his 10, East played
his jack and south won it with
his K and next played his jack
.of Clubs. West covered it with
his king and dummy won it with
his Ace. South then counted
the tricks. He felt that only
with 4 tricks in Hearts he could
make his contract. He naturally
located the K of Hearts with
Fast on the bidding. He there-
fore played his Ace of H. East
.started thinking. It took over
15 minutes. We thought it dis.
gustingly long and that there
was no reason either for it.  But
the pedant was eagerly scanning
E-st. Suddenly Fast threw the K
.on that. The pedant could not
contain himself. He stood up
and clapped his hands. The
rest of us were reticent. South
repeated dummy’s small Heart
.and plaved his Q on it. Then
he played the third Heart. West
‘won it with the knave returned
his second Diamond and the
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rest of the story could well be
imagined. The contract was set.
East grew very talkative. He
explained that if he had not une
blocked by playing his K of
Heart, west would never have
had an entry to play his second
Diamond. We agreed thar it
was well done, All of us were
very happy and we assured our
friend that he should not in the
least suspect us and that among
us none desired to steal a march
over the other and that we shared
our joys and sorrows together.

We thought the day’s lesson
was  over. But our friend
hurriedly dealt the cards. We
were surprised but didnt’t mind
it. The deal was as follnws.

‘The final contract was 3 N.Ts.
by south.

& 854
Sabys
43
& Ag
d QJiog6 K
Y Q32 %K%43
< 7 O K2
& 3652 & 1043
& A2
FJiog8
¢ g8
& KQJy

This deal is from Culbertson.

Westled the Q of Spades,
East played the K and south
held up.  Spade was continued,
Ducking again in the south.
But west was shrewd and won
it with his g and repeated
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Spadcs. South was forced to
win with Ace. South took 2
Diamond finesse and East won
it. Here East was inordinately
long in thinking and yet p‘laycrit,

a small Heart. Our ﬁ"lcn s
anger knew no bounds. harcas.l-l
tically he said that after a

man was a poor creature. E._\st
did not follow and his face was
blank. Suddenly the lather ycars
ned in his breast. e {elt affec-
tionate and this put East a}
case. He then asked all }?
us: ** Have you not heard of the
great  noIme Deschapelles ]121
Bridgr play 2?7 Our silence be-
traved our ignorance. Fle thcg
said that this great man ha

invenied a coup which was
named afier him and that this
could be used in this deal, This
was Greek tous. He added that
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the name was high sounding,
the principlc was _mmple. It
only meant the sacrifice of an
unsupported honour in the hand
to enable if possible his partner-
to get an cutry thereby and
lav a long suit of his or man
advantageous manner. This was
an eve-opener  to  East. He
bestowed good thought on 1t
and then drew back bis deuce
of Heart and played the lung
saying aloud that the only possi-
ble entry with west was Q of
Hearts, The stage was sl for
defeating  the contract. South
had to vield a trick for Diamond
10 to East. Then a small Heart
by him would give a neccssary
entry to west to play his bpadti;
Our friend said * well done
and slipped away.



BRIDGE AND SOME THAT PLAY IT

A Bripce Fan.

I love Bridge and so must the
.others—otherwise they will not
be there every cvening. The
-variety of situations, the permuta-
tions and combinations, together
with the background and psy-
chology of the players, make it
.an enthralling game.

Bridge is not what it used to be.
Tt has become more complex,
It is no more that pqacei‘ul,
sitent, blissful Bridge that it was.
1t has become more vociferous,
.critical and recriminatory.

why blame Bridge ? Tt
18 ?vlifat i[y;.s mac@c to be by the
people that play it.

There is that retired Govern-
ment servant who is there nearly
every day. He never dcrpands_ a
< deal me in”. He enjoys sit-
ting out as much. But when he
plays, if someone dares to make
an adverse remark, he Just looks
as much as to say: thn”I
ope my lips, let no dogs bark .

The next fellow who. is al‘\:vays
there never likes being *cut
out”. He would rather play
and pay. Perhaps he does not
understand the finer points of the
game but he more often takes

than gives. '
Z comes but once in a
way, He scldom opens his

mouth except to bid. He is so
quiet that even the worst at our
table takes a snipe at him with
impunity.

X is  regarded by
as an expert at Bridge. Indeed
he thinks so too ! He thinks of
the most extraordinary situations.
He imagines mountains of the
most innocent of mole-hills. He
fancies all the adverse trumps in
one hand. In * post-mortems *,
however, no one is fit to hold a
candle to him.

many

Here comes the husy man just
when the table is about to Lreak
up. He demands an extension
—a game or two. For sheer
love of Bridge there is none to
beat him and so we oblige.
He bids a slam—he ponders
(oh, how long), he plans and
at last he plays. The others
get jittery. It’s getting late !
* Haw, Haw ', he exclaims as
he makes it: “How do you
like the throw-in ? »

Sometimes the evening is mar-
red by a single incident. There
were only four of us playing for
nominal  stakes. Y ' plaved
a few games and lost every one
of them. He walked out, leaving
the three gaping, saying that he
was not going to contribute to
their  pockets any more!
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Another day there was a player
waiting 1o be dealt in. But
Y refused to be cut out as he
had lost all the rubbers and
wanted to make good the loss !
Such instances leave a bad taste
in the tongue.

Ther is one who usually comes
to watch, He refuses to play
because he cannot stand the post-
game-lecture of some. 1 know
of two such. They are both
sound players—well-read in all
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the literature of the game. They
are both past-masters of the art
of bidding and play. Yet when
one rails at his partner at every
opportunity, the other says:
«\Well played partner”, and
even when the nervous partner
says: *‘ Sorry partnef, I should
have played it better , he smiles,

and says: It is quite all right,
my friend ; that is one way of
playing-“ With men of the latter

type round the table, Bridge will
be much more pleasant.
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Edited By E. Soromon

Question 1 @ Playing duplicate
bridwe, a North South pair sur-
prisingly stopped at a four-Club
contract when 2 slam was cold.
The hunds and the bidding were @

North dealer: Neither side
vulnerable.

NortH SouTtH

b 2 &
D AKG4g2 ¢ Q
O AJ8BY o
& Jos3 &
The bidding :—

AV 1 4
2 O 3 &
g NT 4 &
Pass

North agreed that he should
have hid five Clubs, but please
conmment on how the small slam
in Clubs should have been
reached.

Answer : We agree that North
might have ventured a raise to
give Clubs. With successive bids
of one Spade, three Clubs and four
Clubs, partner has announced

possession of not less than five:

cards in each black suit. North's
three top cards will therefore
caver any losers that South might
have in the red suits. His Club
holding is sufficient support for
a suit that has been rebid. He
may therefore bid five Gluhs with-
out excessive trepidation.

But it is South, rather than

North, who we would wish to-

crime.  South’s  non-committal
bidding effectively veiled the
heauties of his hand as jealously
as those in the Sultan’s Seraglio.
Wiith three and a half honour
Fncks, all that he did whenever
It came his turn to speak was to
keep the calling alive. His part-
ner was at liberty to pass ac any
tme after the first round. That
he eventually did so at a part-
score contract is therefore not
only what South should have
expected  but what he richly
deserved to happen. If we were
called upon to sentence South
it would be nothing less than to
be shot at dawn !

. It is always partner who is
the ass. But there is a limit
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to the load that even an ass will
bear. South’s bidding quite un-
necessarily placed too much ot 2
load on his partner and it was
not surprising thercfore that part-
ner refused to carry itany ﬁ}rth_er.

In our opinion the bidding
should have gone as follows =—

NORTH SouTH

i
: %’ 4 &
5 & 6 &

As regards the last bid of six
Clubs, we are awarc that for a
duplicate match a good case
could be made out for a pass
to five Clubs.

westion 2 @ Please discuss 11
yo%' ¢columns how the North
South hands should have been
bid in the following cases :—

{a} South dealer: North South
vulnerable.

WEST EasT

$ 612 .AQ

0 Q A6z
Serss ZaNs
&7 &IO

The bidding :—

Soutt Wrst NortH EasT
1 & 1 1 & 2 O
Pass Pass Pass
(b} East Dealer : Last West

vulnerable.

WEST East
KJ873 &A94
Q.?loz : P AJads
© 9.4 Q AQo

$ Kiobsjs & 72
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The bidding . —
East SouTH WEST NORTH
1 2 & Pass Pass
2 QQ'?) Pass 2 & Pass
Pass Pass

The East and West in both
cases contended that the bids they
made were precisely the best
bids they could make ?.nd the
games were therefore just un-
biddable. Please comment.

Answer + 1f the East and WFst
concerned are both satisfied wnt_h
their mutual bidding of their
two hands, we wonder why this
reference has been made to us.
That bidding is an exact science
is not an article in our bridge
philosohpy. We therefore do not
feel called upon to make an
apology for every instance, where,
due to perhaps,

(i) eccentric distribution ;

(i) opponents’ interference
or

(i) vulnerability ~ considera-
tions
the best possible contract, or
what is known as ‘par’, is not
capable of heing arrived at even
though sound bidding methods
are employed.

Having said so much we are
prepared to turn our attention
to the particular hands submitted
to us, it being clearly understood
that it is not our purpose to
contrive the bidding to find actual
results.

Hand {a): We believe that it
was the very unusual bidding of
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their opponents that deprived
East West of their lucky game
contract. South opened the bid-
ding and North South had been
themselves more than half of the
high card points, i.e, 21. Fur-
thermore they held between them
nine clubs to the Ace, King,
Queen and Knave and eight
Spades to the King, Knave and
ten, hoth of which suits were
bid by the partnership. It is
therefore most remarkable that
cach partner was content to bid
once only and not to raise there-
after his partner’s suit.

There are some games which
tequire a little pressure from
opponents to be bid. This is
one of them, but the pressure,
for reasons that are beyond our
knowing, was not forthcoming.
If North or South put in one
more bid, East and West, in
contesting the auction, would
have disclosed to one another
their very good fit in the red
suits and the game could have
been reached.

It would alsc have helped
if West, who "does not have a
proper overcall, kept silent on
the first round of bidding,

Hand (b): Here again the op-
ponents made life difficult for
East West and an additional
factor was unfavourable vulnera-
bility, The game might how-
ever have been reached if West
was a bit more enterprising,
West need not have passed after
South’s intervening two Clubs
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bid, since his holding in that
suit immediately appreciates in
value. If he comes in at rthis
Juncture the bidding might have
gone as follows :—

East  SouTH West NorTw
I (? 2 & 2 ‘ Pass

38 Pas 4 @ Pas
Pass Pass

We admit that West’s last
bid of four Spades is on the opti-
mistic side, but we are always
reluctant to hang one short of
game in the face of partner’s
encouragement.

Question 3 : Kibitzing a recent
duplicate team-of-four contest at
aur Club, I was gratified to see
an  East West pair bid the
grand slam on this deal—

WEsT EasT
® AQ9843 & Kioysp
Y Q QP AKg3zz2
O Az O K
& A8y & KQj
The bidding was :—
WEesT Fast
1 e 3 Q
4NT 5 O
5NT 78

During the inevitable post-
mortem, an interesting point was
made by one of the onlockers
that West’s five 5 NT trump bid
did not ask for kings but announced
the holding of all the four
aces in the combined hands,
Is this correct ? Does not the
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five N T trump bid ask for
kings in partner’s hand ? If,
for argument’s sake, East res-
ponds six Spades, showing posses-
sion of three kings, is West still
justified in bidding seven spades,
as for all that he knows the
missing king might well be the
trump king ?

Answer : In the Blackwood con-
vention a bid of five N T trump
has two significances. Firstly 1t
.enquires ahout the number of
kings held by partner. Second-
ly it proclaims that the partner-
ship holds all the aces and there
is a chance for the grand slam.
"This second significance is most
important but frequently s lost
sight of.

When a player bids the Black-
wood four NT trump he is the
«captain and his partner is bound
to give the conventional res-
ponse, If the four NT trumper
then bids five NT trump he
temporarily surrenders his cap-
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taincy and his bid tells partner
precisely this :—

“ Partper, we have all four
aces, smali slam is certain and
there is a chance for the grand slam.
If it is clear to your on the in-
formation now in your possession,
that we can take thirteen tricks,
please bid the grand slam.  Other-
wise let me know how many
kings you have after which I
will decide whether to bid the
grand slam or to rest content
with a small slam ™,

Reverting to the actual deal
of the question, we are in entire
accord with the way in which
East and West have bid the
grand slam. )

As regards the last sentence
of the enquiry, we fail to appre-
ciate its pertinence. We can
say this, however, that holding
West’s hand we could certainly
drop the bidding at six Spades ;
partner showing by his response
to five NT trump that one king
is missing.



Edited by T. S. CHANDRASEKARAN

We regret to report the death
of Mr. 8. P. Raju Mudaliar
on Sunday, 8th July, 1956, at his
residence at Tondiarpet afier a
brief illness. Mr. Raju Muda-
liar was one of the founders of
the South Indian Bridge Associa-
tion and was largely responsible
for organising a small band of
Bridge enthusiasts in the City who
formed themselves into an active
body which later became the
nucleus of the Association and
merged with the Deccan Bridge
League in 1939- An ardent
lover of the game, Mr. Mudaliar
was one of the few who
plaved Bridge at the M.U.C.
despite the lure of Rummy.

An extraordinary general body
meeting of the Association was
held at the Mylapore Club,
Madras, on Saturday, 2nd June,
1956, to consider the draft Memo-
randum of the Association. The
General Body resolved to have
the Association registered under
Act XXI of 1860, section 2.

After the meeting the members
present participated in a Master

Pairs’ Event. Fourteen Pairs in
all took part and the following
are the names of the winners.
and runners-up.

Winners -

E. Solomon.

T. 8. Chandrasekharan.
Runners-up :

K. Gurudutt.

G. K. Gopalaswamy,

The Madras Cit

y Lea :
Tournament which was schedugl:§
to commence on 8th June, 1956,

was postponed as a mark of

respect to the memory of th

Mr. Raju Mudaliar y;vho péasl:t:g
away that morning. The first
round matches were played on
15th _]ul}f, 1956, and an interesting
contest 15 1n prospect. Twelve
teams have entered for the League
Tournament this season and it

is hoped that the handicap of”

6 I.M.P. for Group * 4’ Teams
will keep up the interest in the:
matches to the end, The fol.-
lowing are the teams,

Wl Bhomons

JULY 1956

Group : ‘ A°.
P 8. Reddy’s Team. .
K. R. Sundaram Iyer’s Team.
N. Ramaratnam’s Team.,

Modern  Institute of Com-
merce (M.LC.).

T'Nagar Social Club (T.5.C.)
Group : ‘B,
Chennapuri Andhra Mahajana
Sabha (C.A.M.S.).
Suguna Vilas Sabha (S.V.5.).
Madras Gymkhana.
Burmah Shell Team.

'Indian Mutual Life Associa-
t1lon.

M. N. Reddy’s Team.
Mars’ Team.

There has been a heartening
Tevival of interest in the game of
late and the two mofussil tourna-
ments held during the summer
holdiays at Srirangam and Karai-
kudi were both well attended.
The Srirangam  Club  who
organised an open tourna-
ment during April had an en-
€ncouraging response from mem-
bers. Two teams of four from
Madras, two from Trichy and
Tepresentative teams from other
districts all took part in this
tournament, While the Madras
Team led by K. R. Sunda-
ram Iyer won the main event
convincingly, it was heartening
10 see the team of veterans from

bichettipalayam stage a wel-
come return to form.  They over-
Powered a strong assorted team
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from Madras and gave a good
fight to the winners in the finals.
Although this was the first open
tournament conducted by the
Srirangam Club, arrangements
for the lodging and boarding of
the visitors left nothing to be
desired. The genial hospitality
of the organisers especially
Thatham and Parthasarathy im-
pressed every visitor and it was
fitting that their efforts in orga-
nising the tournament met with

such striking response. Detailed
results are—
1. Team of-four Knock-out event.

Winners : Madras.
K. R. Sundaram Iyer.
T. R. Samoo Iyer,
K. Gurudutt.
G. K. Gopalaswamy
P. §. Sadasivam.
Runners-up : Gopichettipalayam.
K. R. Sundararajan.
V. K. Nanjunda Iyer.
G. V. Srikanta Iyer.
K. Subramaniam.
T. K. Srinivasa Iyengar.

9. Master Pairs :
1.S. R. V. Thatham &
V. N. 8. Rajan.
2. M. Subbiah &
V. Subramaniam.
3. M. A. Noble &

A. Yesudian.
3. Pairs Progressive
North-South :

1. E. N. Mylappan &
M. K. Sahadevan.
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2. R. M. Muthiah Chettiar &
R. M. Alagappa Chettiar.

East-West

1. M. Subbiah &
V. Subramaniam,.

2. G. K. Gopalaswami &
P. S. Sadasivam.

4. Duplicate Progressive :
Winners ;

Y. Duraiswami Iver.

S. Surayanarayana Iyer.
T. K. Srinivasa Iyengar.
V. N. S. Rajan,

Runners-up :

N. Ramaratnam.

T. S. Chandrasekharan.
R. Sankaran.

G. N. Chari.

The Town Club, Karaikudi,
had their second open tourna-
ment during the last week of
May. Here again the response
from members was very en-
couraging. In fact this tourna-
ment saw almost a record number
of entries for the various events,
as more than a 100 players took
part and it was gratifying to see
such a large number of good
players in action. M. R. S.
Manickavelu Chettiar, one of the
Secretaries of the Club, who
personally attended to the invita-
tions and the conduct of the
tournament, deserves  special
praise for the excellent arrange-
ments made and we hope other
member-clubs will emulate the
fine example set by the Town
Club, Karaikudi, when conduct-
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ing their club tournaments. The
following are the winners and
runners-up in the various events.

1. Team-of-four Knock-out ; 18
teams took part.
Winners :

(Cotmbatore Cosmapolitan Clubd)
G. K. Sundaram
V. Srinivasa Iyer
B. S. Krishnamoorthi
Dr. Kuppuswami
Runners-up :
{(Nehru Ciub, Kothamangalam)
RM. Muthiah Chettiar
RM. Clagappa Chettiar
RM. Kuttaiyan Chettiar
N. Arunachalam Chettiar
L. Arunachalam Chettiar
2. Pairs Progressive : North-South :
Winners: ( Town Club, Karatkudi)

5. K. M. Ramayva
M. Rangaswami

Rurners-up : (City Club, Trichy.)
Dr. Sahadevan and Nataraja
Iyer {Ambi)
East-West :
Winners (Madras) :
Points and Veeramani,
Runners-up :
{(Nehru Club, Kothamangalom.)
RM. Muthiah Chettiar and
Olagappa Chettiar
3. Progressive Duplicate :
Winners : (Madras)
P, 8. Reddy

K. C. Ramarathnam
Points
Veeramant

Runners-up :

(City Club, Trichy)

E. N. Mylappan

A. K. Sherfuddin

Y. Doraiswamy Iyer

Gant
4. Master Pairs :

Section 1. Winners :

(Madras)

P. S. Reddy and K. C. Rama-
rathnam

Runners-up :

(Mayavaram)
M. 5. Ponnuswami Iyer,
Natesa Iyer.

Section 11, Winners
{Town Club, Karaikuds)
S. Ganesan
M. Vasudevan

Section II. Runners-up :
(United Club, Devakottai)
C. Srinivasan
A. Soundararajan

5. Individual Championship :

Winner :

{Madras)
G. N. Charj,

Runner-up :
{Mayavaram)
M. S. Ponnuswami Iyer.

The Madras United Club’s
open tournament concluded
recently. The  Progressive
Duplicate team-of-four event
appears to have been abandoned
this year, presumably, due to
the apparent lack of response
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in the City. The Chennapuri
Andhra Maha Sabha deserve to
be congratulated on their
fine performance in  winning
the main Knock-cut event for
the N. R. Balakrishna Mudaliar’s
Trophy after beating some of the
strong local sides.

M. U. C, ANNUAL
CONTRACT BRIDGE
TOURNEY.

Results :

Team-of-four Knock-out:
Winners: (Chennapuri Andhra Maha
Sabha):

C. Annapurniah

C. P. Raghava Rao
S. Jagannatham Chetty
N. Sriramulaiah

Runners-up <
(K. R. Sundaram Iyer's Team):

C. Devarajan

P. 5. Sundaresa Iyer

T. R. Samu

Dr. Suryanarayana

Dr. K. L. Narayana Rao

Progressive Pairs :  North-South -
Winners :
Dr. Suryanarayana
K. C. Ramarathnam.
Runners-up :
J. Subbuswami
Sivaramakrishnan
Winners :  East-West -

K. Gurudutt
8. K. Subramaniam



Winners :

G. N. Chari
N. Ramaratnam

Runner-up :
A; R. Krishnaswami
M., Venkataraman
Individual Championship :
Winner :
T. K. N. Panniker
Runners-up :
A. V. Mathew
The Kerala Club, Coimbatore,
conducted an open tournament
.during April for Pairs event only,
Foliowing are the results:
1. Master Pairs :
Winners : (Cosmopolitan  Club)
G. K. Sundaram and V. Srini-
wvasa lyer
Runners-up : (R. S. Puram Club)
N. Balasubramaniam and
Ramakrishna Mudaliar
2. Pairs Progressive ©  North-South
Wrners . (Kerala C[ub)
P. §. Mannadiar and O, V,
“Thoppil

The INDIAN BRIDGE WORLD

Runners-up : {Indian Officers’ Assn.)

K. Ramaswamy and M. P.
Cherian
East-West  Position -
Winners . (Indian Officers Assn.)
Panduranga Rao and Subba
Rao
Runners-up : (R. S. Puram Clud)
M. K. Lakshmiah and Ran-
garaj.
* * *

We  welcome the following
new members. '

New Members :

Lt-Col. G. H. S. David
(Nandyal)

R. Natarajan {Trichy)

3. R. Sampath Thatham (now
a life-member) '

R. Balu (Madras)

Y. Ramaswamayya (Madras)

Henry Appadurai (Madras)

P. K. 8. Mani (Madras,

M. R. S8 Shanmugavelu
(Madras)

K. & B. Easwaran {Madras)

& * ¥ *

Complimentary® copies  of
the ** News and Views fram the
Soviet Union™ have been received
by the Association and are avail-
able at the office for perusal by
members,
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DUCKING

By EwArT KEMPSON.

Ducking is one of the best
known minor coups in Bridge,
and the examples given bgl{)w
will almost certainly be familiar
to all good players. Writers,
however, are inclined to forget
that most Bridge players are
below average. It may chance,
therefore, that one or two of the
more humble will benefit from
these notes.

Both sides vulnerable ; dealer
North.
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NortH East SoutH Wesr

1 d&p 1 4 2NT. Pass
3 N.T. Pass Pass Pass

The auction is pretty well
routine : North has a no-trump
opening if playing the 12 to 14
points variety, but rightly opens
with one club when using the
16 to 18 no-trump. East's one
spade is perfectly sound and
South’s two no-trumps is impee-
cable. North bids three no-
trumps in the knowledge that
the combined count is 25 or 26
points and that South almost
certainly has double guard in
spades.

The lead is the seven of spades
and South ducks when East
plays the queen. In point of
fact South’s play of the five of
spades is not a duck, but a
hold-up play ; these coups are
similar and each consists of the
refusal to play a winning or near.
winning card. After South’s
hold-up of the ace the hand is



Of course there should have
been a ducking play and East
should have made it. He must
play the nine of spades on the
first trick, forcing South to part
with onc of his two guards.

If South now happens to attack
the clubs, he will drive out East’s
only entry and still make his
contract. DBut  Scuth cannot
know which of the minor suit
aces East holds and there is
no doubt that maost good players
in South’s position would lead
a dizmond at trick 2 ; further
more they would lead the jo.

The lead of the 10 of diamonds
is an endeavour to trap West
into playing a low card should he
happen to hold the acc; it
endeavours to pretend that the
10 will be finessed and that East
holds, and will make, the queen.
Once the 10 of diamonds has
snicked its way through the
slips, the wily declarer switches to
clubs and makes nine tricks.

Of course West must e on his
guard and play the ace of dia-
monds at once ; then he leads
the second spade and East-
West defeat the contract by a
good joint defence.

Here is another deal which
looks very much the same.

Game all : dealer North.
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Norttr EasT Soutn WEsT
ide 1 @ 3 NT. AllPass

With 15 points opposite an
opening bid South rvightly jumps
strairht 1o three no-teumps des-
pite his somewhat skimpy guard
in spades.

West leads the seven of spades,
and, having learned his lesson
from the previous hand, East
ducks by plaving the nine.
This forces South’s king and the
declarer quickly makes four clubs
and four hearts, reducing every-
orie to four cards.

South, his contract already in
the bag, now leads a spade and
Fast with A Q and K ] has
the mortification of having to
lead a diamond after making
two spades. ’

Of course in this case East
should have banged on the ace
of spades at trick one and then
played the queen. It is true
that this would merely have given
him three tricks instead of two,
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but at least he would have re-
tained his pride.

Even with the misplay at
trick one East could have wriggled
clear by saving @ A2 and O
K J. On being thrown in with
the ace of spades he could have
exited with the two, but of
course that would depend on the
co-operation of West wha would
have to keep his four and three

. 5
of spades in order. to wwiji,{most
unexpectedly) the Ued rogpd. -

When a small card instead of a
commanding card is played with
the object of preventing the
oppounents from running off a
long suit, that play is a hold-up.
When, however, a small card
instead of a commanding card
is played with the object of

retaining an entry, that is known
as ducking.



THE PASS

By N. MurnukrisHna IVER, B.A., B.L., Tanjore.

Content Pass

When both sides are briskly
bidding and your final bid is
doubled by the cpponent it is
safer to pass than to redouble :
a redouble is no good if the oppo-
nents cannot be canned satisfac-
torily if they choose to go on in
their suit; and you must be
content to pass. The content
pass is also shown when the
partner of the doubler (for penal-
ties) passes a strong hand. When
doubling would help the opponent
to make his contract {cases of
close doubles) it is better to pass.

Examples from AMERICAN BRIDGE

WORLD.
& 7
Y972
OAKJ75
& AJg2
$ A3z & JoBG4
Y KJiod Q6
O 86 ¢ Qroge
& 1084 $;7 6 5
b KQs
QP AQ543
£ 93
& KQg

The bidding :
Nortn FEast SoutH Wesr
1 &  Pass 1 Pass
2 (7 Pass 3 NT. Pass

4 & Pas 4 ¥ Double
Pass Pass Pass

Il West was inactive, he would
have collected a good score.
A shift to diamonds afterfthe
play of the Ace of spades might
make South lead trumps, but
West’s double puts South on the
alert and he senses that the
trumps are bunched behind him.
West is end-played.

Norru Ea Sourn  Wesr
1d 1D 2 O Pass
2 NT, Pass 3 o Pass
4 & Pass 5 & Pass
5 ¢ Pass 6 & Pass
Pass Double Pass Pass
6 N.T. Pass Pass Pass

If East had passed, he would
have cashed a heart and a
spade trick, If East does not
open hearts, there are 14 cold
tricks. Even if North does not
change his bid but leaves in the
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double of 6 spades, the double
by East calls for a lead of the
Cj‘{lb suit and not hearts and
the contract is made by South.
“Familiar and costly double in
the line of double genus is the
double that kindly guides to the
nearest escape hatch.”

It is never good to respond
with a misfit hand ; it is equally
bad to probe around to find
a fit—luxuries that you shall
forego. Bridge is a game of
fits and misfits. “No fit? Better
quit. If you don’t you will
get set a bit”. When the res-

nder’s hand looks a misfit he
shall drop the opening bid of
partner and any bid shall be
made only at the point of a gun.

Examples

(1) North opens one spade
and South holds :—

$Nil: P1065: OKQ 765
2: dp 106 3 2. If Scuth bids two
diamonds the damage is atomic ;
two diamonds may be a misfit
and cannot be read as a rescue ;
but if opponents double, South
may rescue with a call of two
diamonds. Pass,

(2) North calls one heart and
South holds :—

@ A743 QNil: O Qo8
52(:)§J742. Pass.
3

SoutH WEsT NorTH - East

Pass Pass 1 dp Pass
1 & Pass 1 N.T. Pass
2 O Pass 2 Pass
?

South holds :—dp AJ1082:
V975 ¢Qio763: ¢ Nik

North-Scuth hands bid badly
and it is now very difficult for
South to make any bid. If South
has not passed after North’s
Club opeming, he must have left
Nerth to his one no-trump.

The hands misfit : precision
is necded to make even two hearts
and any higher contract takes a
sleigh-ride.

West NortH FEasr Soutn

14 Pas 1 NT Double
2 ¢ Pass  Pass ?

South holds:—d Q J 10: QA
Kg6: Qro: AKX Q6.

South has a good hand but
cannot expect North to have as
much as a queen. He has a
tough decision to make—to punch
or retire? He has a good
chance to beat two spades. He
has also a chance to go broke if
he bids higher. 1f South doubles,
partner is unlikely to stand for it
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and if he bids 3 diamonds South

must be in for a good sized loss.

The content pass is the best

decision.

(6) Here was a problem for the
experts.

West Nornta  East  Soutn
1de 2dp Pass ?
South holds :—d 7: 7 4:

O865: dp J1og76432.
Fishbein calls a pass: Dick

Fry is prepared to risk his part-

ner’s ire and pass : Doctor Gree

does not mind being called a

coward : Olive Peterson would

pass and run for cover: J.

Becker’s first choice is pass and

the second choice is to jump

into a lake,

The Penalty Pass.

Excepting in the rare instance
of a double of a one-no-trump
response which has been passed
by the opener, a double of no-
trumps at any level is always for
penalties and should almost always
be passed. But a take-out double
of a suit bid can be passed only
if the penalty is sure and the
chance of a game for the doub-
ler’s side very remote, ‘¢ Noth-
ing but extraordinary trump
length justifies this pass” and
the player who converts the
take-out double into a penalty
shall be prepared for a lead in
the opponent’s trump suit. Cul-
bertson says: “In counting up
expected  defensive  winners
against opponent’s suit bid, the
doubler’s partner adds his trump

tricks and honour-tricks in side
suits to three expected honour-
tricks with his partner’s hand ;
no mote. Unless the total is
at least seven tricks, do not pass.”
A player can leave in the take-
out double only when he is very
strong in the suit bid by the
opponent and also in general
defensive strength and he s sure
that the opponents will he defea-
ted at their doubled contract.
When the partner of the doubler
leaves in the take-out double
and does not make any other
bid except pass, a penalty pass
is made,

The Forcing Pass.

It may look incongruous to call
a pass forcing on partner it is true
but it is one of the rare bidding
situations where a pass is forcing
on the partner. When both sides
do brisk bidding, when vou know
the balance of power is on your
side, when you know the oppon-
ents arc making a sacrifice bid,
and if you are not sure to double
the opponents or go in vour own
suit, you pass leaving the option
to your partner to go up or
double on the obvious hidding
by the partnership. The part-
ner shall not pass but make a
positive bid, the pass by you
having an absolute force. To make
a forcing pass, a plaver must have
established authority, implying
strength and ability to stand a
double of the opponents or go
onc irick higher at his own
declaration.
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NorTH Easr Sourn Wesr
2 & 30 34 3490
4NT Pass g 6O
6 & Pass Pass 7 O
Pass Pass ?

South holds :—4 K 10 8 §5:
VEKQios: OJ7: Q104
+» North’s pass is obvioulsy for-
cing. North passing 7 diamonds
guarantees a void. The reason
and logic being that North know-
ing South to be aceless could
certainly not make a forcing
pass and permit South to bid
seven if North had a losing dia-
mond. North holding all the
controls could not yet know that
South could supply enough high-

card winners to help produce 13
tricks.

West NortH East Soutn

4 18 59 5 &
6 0 Double Pass 6 &
Pass  Pass Pass ?

(North-South Vulnerable.)

East should either double or
bid : opening 4 hearts denies slam
possibility and 6 hearts is there-
fore a sacrifice, particularly when
it is doubled by North. West
passes 0 spades because he fears
that by sacrificing at 7 hearts he
may be giving up a plus score
if East can set Gspades.  East must
bid 7 hearts unless he can deuble
and set 6 spades. it is scarcely
possible that if the opponents
could make 6 spades, 7 hearts
could be defeated for more points.

2

9
East  Soutm West Norte

19 29 4Q 4+ 4
5 ¢ 5 & Pass Pass
6 H ? '

South should here make a
forcing pass. South’s cue bid on
the fist round and his hid
of 5 spades indicate that he
can scarcely be afraid to hid
6 spades. (But considering that
North has already declined to
bid 6 spades South may double
6 hearts—a case of keeping part-

ner out of temptation and nurse~
maiding).

NortH East  Sourtn WesT
16 40 44 50
5 & Pass Pass 6 O
Pass Pass ?

South lLolds:— 4 K J 109
T6 OCKQB7s53; & 94-7

S?uth should recognise a
forcing pass when he hears one,
South’s hand is not very im-
pressive, defensively spc;ﬂcing.
He does not know if the op-
ponents can be defeated of their
slam. Therefore he should take-
out “insurance ” but not double

and relax,

Sorth  West  Nortin East
2 & Pass 2 NT.  Pass
3V Pass 3 4 4 O
el

(North-South Vulnerable)

South  should pass. It s
forcing. South has already ex-
pressed his holding adequately,
he should step aside and give
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North a chance to speak his
mind. There are no slam pros-
pects  after  North has called
2 no-ttumps. Is there greater
profit by doubling 4 diamonds?
Let North say it. After a
forcing opening two bid in suit,
North-South 15 bound to call
game, if by doubling North-
South would not be getting more
points. North knows his duty
to double or bid higher which-
ever is better,

Culbertson gives an instance
of a rare case of a forcing pass in
a part-score situation : the fact
that therc i1s a part score iurns
a pass into a forcing bid.
«In the following situation East
and West have a part-score
of 40 and North-South have a
part-score of 6o.

SoutH West  NorTH  East
Pass Pass Pass I &
Pass 1 NT. 2 4 Pass

Ohbviously East would not have
opened  the bidding  fourth
hand if he intended to let his
opponents  play at a two-club
contract and geta game if they
made it. West’s no-trump take-
out may have been a trap-
bid¢ and East passes to allow
West to make a penalty double
of two clubs if he wishes to
do so. West must double or
bid”.

When to make a forcing pass
and not depend more upon the
Jogic of the bidding sequence and
mitnation than on any set rules:
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the cases where forcing passes
are made are so few and far bet-
ween that it is difficult to frame
or set anv definite rule, The
following deal that was played
in the Gold Cup Match was
reported in the Britisn Brinoe
WorLD,

4
QJoBg )
9

Bidding :
West  Norti FEast  Souti

2 & Pass 3 & + O
1 & 5O Pass Pass

Double Pass 5 & 6 O

Pass Pass Tlouble Pass
Pass Pass

The comment is that West
should have bid ¢ spades and
not made a forcing pass ; East
made the double because “They
cannot do that to my partner’s

two-bid ”  but they could and
did.

General

It must be noted that it
i8 better to open even light
hands—hands where there are
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no rebiddable suits—than to pass
originally and then make mean-
ingless bids afler the opponenis
have told their cards. The fol-
lowing deal played in the 1953
World Championship and the
bidding at two ables are given
below.

North Dealer: {North-South

vulnerable.)

MNortn FLast Soutn WEesT

1 14 2d& ' Pass
q g Pass 3 & Douhle
5

Pass Pass & Pass
Pass Pass

Tahle 11
Pass Pass 1 1O
1O I 3 Pass Pass

1 N.T. Pass Pass Pass

It was bad luck in the diamond
department that kept South in
Table No. I from making 11
tricks. But North-South in Table
No. II can never reach game the
moment North passed his hand,
With East bidding in spades,
and club finesse available into
the non-danger hand the chances
of a 3 no-trumps are never
improved. North-South  have
every suit stopped and have two
five-Card  suits to work . with,
The theory that *° passes * can be
fully compensated for by partner’s
action is, to say the least, wrong.
Heavy passes do net work out
in total point match games: in
match point play too many
games may be missed.

In bidding over a take-out
double, the pass with strength
in the expectation of coming
in later “is getting to be almost
unheard of with good players,
They either redouble or find
abid.” Also to “'say that a player
who passes over a double is
showing a better hand than
onc who makes a bid i& down-
right silly.”

“ Every player is naturally
reluctant to hear himsell utter
the doleful word Pass. But we
could all be happicr if we set
that pass to music once in a
while 7,



POINTSMAN COULD STILL HAVE MADE IT
By E. SovLoMmon.

In an interesting account of
bridge at Karaikudi, “Points-
man  told us, in the last issue
of the Bripge WorLp, the
story of how his team lost their
match on the following deal.
Dealer © South

Vul. (East-West).

L 0]

Qs

O K Qio8

d AKQJg8
& oxxXx & Qxx
78 © KJiogs

O Jxrxxx O Ax
& xxx & xxx

@ AKxxx
P Ag9g752
O xx

&% x

Pointsman was sitting North
and the reaching of a game
contract in no-trump by his side
seems to he as easy as cracking an
egg shell with a sledge hammer.
But playing a system of which he
is the eponym, North found him-
self the declarer in a contract of
four hearts, doubled and re-
doubled, following a bidding
sequence that is intelligible only
to other pointsmen.

East played the ace of dia.
monds and followed this with a

small spade. The contract was
defeated by two tricks,

After the match, Pointman’s
QAptain, P.S. Reddy, showed
him how the contract could have
been made. Win the second
and third tricks with the ace and
king of spades and ruff a third
spade with the six of hearts in
the closed hand,  Lead the queen
cf hearts, covered by East's
king and won by the ace in
dummy. Next cash three high
clubs and the king of diamonds,
Play the queen of diamonds to
the tenth trick. East with J 10 4
3 of hearts can be end-played so
as to make onjy two tricks in
this suit, North theveby keeping
his contract.

Pointsman then ingeniously in-
formed us that unfortunately
East did not start off with the
KJ1og43butthe KJi1o7y4
of hearts and therefore ** how-
ever hard you try, you will have
to concede three tricks in trumps
to East and that together with
the diamond ace will put you
one down.”

It occurs to me that even with
the. seven of hearts with East,
Pointsman could have made this
horrible contract, provided that
East’s play to the first two tricks
remains as before. Let us see.
Here is the corrected deal.
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& ]

Y Q6

G KQro8
& AKQJo8

& 10 xxX $ Qxx
w8 Y KJio74
O Jxxxx O Ax

d xxx d xxx

$ A Kxxx
Y Ags32
O xx

é x

East cashes his ace of dia-
monds and plays a small spade
which you duck in dummy and
win with the singleton knave in
the closed hand. Play ace of
clubs and ruff a sccond club in
dummy. Cash the ace and king
of spades on which yon discard a
club and the ten of diamends.
Enter the closed hand with the
king of diamonds. Cash the
king of clubs. The position 1s
now as follows :

& —
Y Qb
O Q
& Q]
$ 10 $®» —
o8 G KJ1w7 4
¢ Jxx o —
» — » —
» x
VY A953
O —
» —

On the play of the queen of
diamonds East is forced to ruff.
If he ruffs with the four or the
seven, dummy overruffs with
the five or the nine and plays the
spade on which North discards
a club. Fast wins this trick
but is foreed to concede two
more tricks to the queen and ace
of hcarts,

If East rufls the queen of
diamonds with the knave or ten,
he is allowed to win this trick,
dummy discarding the spade.
Again Eastis end-too long pla-
yed and wins only one more
heart,

If East ruflfs with the king—
toc easy !

Sorry, Pointsman, You could
still have made it.



‘BRIDGE IS A GAME OF REGRETS®

By N. RaMArRATNAM

“Bridge is a remarkable game"
writes A, Moyse (Jr.) in the
AmErIcAN BritgE Wowrib and
proceeds to justify his statement
with some very interesting anec-
dotes,  None can dispute the
statement Bridge is a remark-
able game, I many ways. lan
Mcleod  considers  Bridge 1o
he an easy game and has taken
the trouble of proving this with
400 pages of solid printing. After
a careful study of the book, there
will be few who will not he
reconciled to the author’s way
of thinking. Mr. Donald §. Ho-
ward, has described this game of
cards as : ‘It is a nice, clean little
game’ (A, B. W., 1034). Many
others, less celebrated perhaps,
have called this game by many
other names. To e “Bridge
is a game of regrets.” I am sure
few will be startled by this rather
unusual statement. Bridge is a
game of regrets—not perhaps so
much to the newly initiated but
to the advanced playe:s, players
of championship class.

Regret is an expression of
sorrow—a feeling of disappoint.
ment—largely a state of the
mind, The kind of regret 1
have in ‘mind’ is the feeling of
disappointment, of sadness, on
account of a failure to play the
game properly or on missing rare
opportunities to pull the tricks.

Before I draw some yawns from
the readers, 1 shall relae a few
deals that took place in  which

yours  faithfully *  pl
hers’s part, Y. Played the

This deal was in an important
match  and naturally I was all
keyed up. 1 was sitting South

and I dealt myself the following
hand,

® As5:Q AK 108 :
O Q7 &i1oy4 An opi?m%st?c
partuer literally dragged me to
six Hearts, while I would have
been  content 10 play it
on a safe level of four Hearts!
The Club Queen was led and
my partner tabled out.

®Jgs: : :
a5 84.@Q94 CAB3:

There were cleven top tricks
and it was the eclusive 12th
trick that caused all the head-
ache Would it be very elusive
or just fall into the lap  without
ado? I took the first trick
with the King of Clubs and
then T went into a sinall huddle.
Huddles mean concentration and
indicate great power of thinking.
Exjerts go into Luddles. Do so
lf: you want to create an impres-
sion that you are an expert (if
you are not really one, I mean).
After some time T resumed the
play, pulled out the trumps in
two rounds, ending purposely in
the dummy. I went into a second

jump to
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huddie, How was the 12th trick to
be made, was my problem. If the
King of Diamonds was on the
right—the moment I pulled
a Diamond from the Dummy the
opponent to Iy right would
snatch his trick and
that would be the end of ali
my worries. But I had my own
misgivings. The chapon the left
hada complacent air—he had
actually opened out his pawn-
shop during my huddle. My
thoughts ran over  squeezc,
menaces, squeeze cards, end-plays
but could not focus on any
line of play. Meanwhile my
partner was getting restless and
drew my attention once or twice
that I was in Bridge-land.

It is in these times of distress
that one's mind is never
under control! I started won-
dering what my counter-part
would be doing—would  he
also be playing in this silly
contract-—what if he was, and
by some stroke of luck managed
to make it—-the swing would be
terrible and possibly the match
would be lost on this one deal.
The Luddle was interrupted by
my partner, who had evidently
lost all patience with me, and
drew my attention to the busi-
ness on hand. It was with
difficulty that I could col‘lect
my thoughts again. The various
lines of play still crowded in.
At one time I was seized with the
blind idea of playing out all the
trumps and leave it to fate.
Hope, however, sneaked in, the

fond hope that Fast would have
the King of Diamonds and oblige,
A small Diamond was playved
from the Dummy but the King
did not materialise. The Queen
was played stfl hoping that
the opponent was obviously bluff-
ing and would look a sucker
if the King never got a trick.
However, much to my dismay the
King appeared from the left
and and ran away with Her
Majesty the Queen of Diamonds!
After winning the trick he
{(LHO) played back a small
Diamond. My heart sank, and
the feeling that the contract was
fost set in. At thisstage I must
offer a word of caution to declarers
in distress. Never look at your
partner’s face when you have
a feeling that things have gone
awry. The contortions on your
partner’s face will completely de-
moralise you. If you seek inspi-
ration rather look at your oppo-
nents faces! My pariner was
simply seething with fury, He
could not stand 10 see me
fumbling about, throwing away
a beautiful contract, All hopes
were tost!  Still with the hope
of a squeeze in Clubs | played out
all the trumps retaining the
King and another of Clubs in
Dummy-—but even that failed.
No one seemed to be squeezed !
Of course after everything was
over I had the decency to put in
weak, ‘Sorry partner’. I had
the shrewdness not to ask if it
could be made. That would

be completely exposing oneself !
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However my partner volunteered
with the correct line of play—
Partners are always obliging
at such times, Often thev have
the advantage of a peck at any
one of the defender’s hands | I had
only to play out the trumps re-
taining Clubs carefully and cculd
have made the contract with the
greatest  of ease as West was
caught in a “triple’ squeeze.
After the play of the fifth trump
even a nitwit could gather from
the squirmings and contortions of
West that he was in trouhle,
The final seven-card position
would be.
Jx

Ax
AB

A
"

l YoZel 2
ey
¥4

This w

B
3
2
@

*
*
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This happened recently while
playing in the Mylapore Club.
My partner opened 1 Cluby and
my RHO bid one Diamond.
1 had five of them, all little hits—
and was void in Clubs. Resisting
the temptation to double 1 bid
one Heart, My partner jumped
to 3 Clubs and 1 relid my
Hearts. My partner who was
evidently  waiting for  this
response  went straight  to
business and  started ~ explor-
ing  for Aces. Howcver, he
stopped at 5 Hearts (was it due to
lack of confidence in kis parener, I
have sometimes wondered . and as
1 was about to breathe a sigh of
relief my opponent ta the left
who appeared to 1ake no interest
in the proceedings suddenly spat
out a ‘Double’ ., He led Dia-
mond nine and Dummy spread
out: #KJ7; A8 O K;
$d AKio8x xv . ?

Theld 4 A86; UK Q1o
64; 0 76543; & —void.

The King was taken by the Ace,
and the Queen was plaved to
which his partner petered, and
it was ruffed in Dummy. The
Ace of clubs was played and a
Diamond was discarded from the
hand. The King of Clubs was
played and another Diamond
loser thrown away—ithe knave of
Clubs dropped from the doublers
hand, A third Club was played
and ruffed with the ten of hearts—
{unnecessarily high by me as

was already jumpy,—and
then I played a trump. So far
everything  appears to be
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normal, does it not ? qul I had
already slipped and nothing that
I could da could give me back
the contract. The doubler had
five Hearts {Jack nine to five).
Taking the trick with the Ace
of hearts 1 played a Clubon which
1 threw a losing Diamond. It was
ruffed by west who exited with
a Spade. Had he the Spade
Queen? The Jack was played and
only brought forth disappoint-
ment. It was covered by [}lc

n by the opponent to the
3:}(::: '}lio end ppt?’ie tale—the
contract was one down—_aqd
the wusuwal ‘sorry partner” i
tones of real regret was uttered.
Within a few minutes ol
post-mortem the wrong step was
discovered and I cursed
mysell for missing the excellent
opportunity 10 play a game which
could have [ound a place even
in the A. B. Wor1p,  Gf course it
requires imagination. perception,
and visualisation of the  Doubler’s
hand. I should have visualised
the final four-card position and
planned my game! The card to
discard the second time was not
a Diamond but a Spade. The play
proceeds as before. The third club
isruffed, the Ace and then the
King of Spades are plaved. The
third Spade is ruffid, a Diamond
isruffed  (over-ruffed in the
Dummy, a master Glub is p!aye'd
on which the last Diamond is
thrown away, and the doubler
wha is left with nothing but
trumps has to lead and play to

3

the K Q 10 in the declarer’s
hands.

What a fine play it would
have been! It will always be
a matter of regret to my last
‘bridge’ days that 1 just
could not do it. If T had played
thus of course it would not have
found a place in this magazine
as modesty would have stood in
the way!

Yet  annther  deal—which
happened quite recently adds
to my great sense of regret, It
was in a Pairs Progressive match
and sitting sccond hand T picked
up the following hand.

® a8765432: Qg6
OAp2de —

The dealer opened 1 Heart and
I was tempted to bid one Spade
hut kept quict. His partner bid o
ciuhs and my partner made a

quinp bid of 4 Diamonds.  Tgnor-

ing it the declarer bid 4 No-trumps
I thought of making a line bid 0})5
clubs to show void but gave it up
as 1 might have to lead Five
Spades sugyested itself with a final
6 Diamond reserve cum sacrifice
bid but I gave it up too and 1 but-
ted in with a bid of 5 Diamonds.
The LHO, final however, hid
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six Clubs—my partner passed
and as I was worrying myself
whether to bid 6 Diamonds
or not, the dealer bhid &
Hearts. I now felt that ihis
was pood for us and banishing
all thoughts of sacrificing passed
and that was the final contract.
I wanted to get into my pattner’s
hand for him to lead a Club
to ruff and that would be 1he
end of Solomon Grundy or who-
ever he was. Suddenly a mad
idea of'a void in Spades with my
partner danced lLefore me. Afier
much huddling 1 plaved the
two of Spades to find w my
dismay that my partner was
not void in Spades and that
the declarer had the Ace
and he neatly with a  profes-
sional air pulled owt my two
little fangs and proceeded to
claim all the  tricks. [
banged my head in7cold fury at
my colossal stupidity, All that
I had to do was to underlead
the Ace of Diamonds, the
2 of Diamonds was deait to me
providentially, and leave it to
my partner to play a Club
for ruff. Ewven if[ my partner
failed to do it, it would not have
mattered. [ would have had no
regrets. It would have been a
unique play as not one other
player played it. If I had played
my Ace of Diamonds at least
I would have got one trick!
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&)
CJx
O xXx
$ KQJxxxx

498765432 4 KQx
Y76 O xx

O Ase O KQJ xxx
*»—— & 10x

@A
PAKQruoxxxx
Ox

$ABXx

» * L] -
~And just one more deal. Sit-
ting second hand with just 14
points, I opened one “Spade.
Iheld A Jox,Q 10987, o
AKge &7 My LHO
passed ; my partner Jjumped
to 3 Spades and 1 cautiously bid
4 Spades hoping that my partner
would leave me there. But that
wasnotto be.  After exchanging
information about Aces I found
myself perched on a 6 Spades
contract, with a double by my
LHO and a smacking  re-
double by my partner. The Heart
King was led and with great
trepidation I looked at my part-
ner's hand which contained
K 10 8 x in Spades, Ace single-
ton in Hearts and Q 75 in
Diamonds and Ace to five bits
m Clubs,
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I took the trick with Heart Ace
and with the thought of cross-ruff-
ing I entered the hand with the
King of Diamonds, played a Heart
and ruffed it. Here I played the
Queen of Diamaonds, another
Diamond to my hand to clear the
suit before cross ruffing. My
RHO ruffed it and with
some relief I threw the losing
Diamond. He played a trump to
prevent a cross ruff. Here
I played masterly. I put down
the Jack deliberately to induce
my LHO to cover. Cover an
honour with an honour 15 a
time honoured rule! The Jack
was covered by the Queen! The
wrick was won in Dummy, I
played the Ace and small of Cilub
which I ruffed in my hand. Plac-
ing 3 trumps with doubler 1
played the Diamond Ace which to
my relief was not ruffed, I then
proceeded to cross-rufl and 1
made the contract much to my
relief. Early cross-ruffing would
have lost the contract!

$ Kiodsg
A
. O Qxx

$ Axxxx
@ Qxx @62
Y KQJx ¢ 654x
O{_lloxx Olécx
#Q] #K109xx

$ AJgb

QY 10987

O AKge

7

Well played I should say! Dear
reader, you should be wondering
why I have related this
deal which does not fit in with
the title. * This game at least
should give you no regrets but,
on the other hand, joy and
satisfaction.”

Yet, there is some cause for
regrets. For as I gathered the
last trick to make the contract
my partner remarked that 1
had played badly and would
have been down, but-but for the
defence. Would you not consider
that rather unkind, s not
Bridge a game of regrets ?



Fidited By E.

(ueestion 1. —In a recent dupli-
cate contest two seasoned Fast-
West pair both landed ina three
no-trurnp countract, The bidding
and the Fast-West hands are
given helow :

WEsT EasT.
Aoy S#KQBj3
¥ K73 P QJio862
OKQJs5; O 2
& A2 $ 93
North-Dealer : North-South
vulnerable.

Nortu East SoutH Wesr
1§ 1 ¢ Pass 5 N.T.
Pass Pass Pass

The three no-trump contract
was set two ricks, while four
hearts or {our spades were easily
makeable.

Please comment :

{a) How the East-West hands
should have been bid ;

(&) Whether West’s three no-
trump bid is correct ;

{¢) Whether East should have
bid four hearts or four spades
over West’s three no-trump bid
in the above sequence,.

SOLOMON.,

Ansieer.—{a) It is our opinion
that the East-West hands should
have been bid as follows :

NortH East SoutH  West

1O 1 7 Pass 3 N.T,
Pass 4 <7 Puss Pass
Pass

{#) West could have not lound
a letter bid than three no-trump,
With the king, queen, knave to
four N opponent’s opening suit,
the king to three of the suit bid
by partner and suve stopper aces
in the other two suits, his bid
is perfect not only quantiatively
but qualitatively as well. ‘

{¢) It wasup to East to “ cor-
rect” to four hearts, since his
hand was quite unsuitable for a
no-trump  contract.  That he
did not do so is a matter that
passeth our understanding.

Some years ago was a sweet
lady in this city who would
murder the FEnglish language
as blithely as she would slaughter
hands at  bridge. After part-
ner opened the bidding or over-
called she was very fond of
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sumping straight to game in one
'lllagf:liﬁ%ent bid. She called this
bid a ¢ shut-up” bid. Due to
her eccentric manipulation of
English—not her mother-tongue
—we were never  certain
whether by * shut-up >’ she really
meant © shut-out *’, but the point
was only of academic interest.
What she certainly intended,
when for instance on partners
one spade, she reponded with five
clubs, was that her call should
be the closing bid and heaven
help the partner that had the
temerity to disturh it.

Did the East of the above
hand take his partner for a
“ shut-up ** bidder ?

Question 3.,—North-South stop-
ped surprisingly at a thfn‘-
diamond contract on this holding.

NorTH

The bidding was :
NorTH East Sourn WEsT
T Pass Pass 1 &
Double Pass 2 Pass
Pass  Pass Pass
A bid of a new suit at the
fevel of three is admittedly
forcing for one round but on
the bidding and after South’s
initial pass of the one heart

bid and take out of two hearts,
South argucd that he was under
no obligation to keep the bidding
alive. Please criticise in vour
columns the respective North-
South view points and whe,
if at all, was more to blame,

Answer

It was south who erred and he
did so repeatedly. His first and
biggest mistake was to pass
partner’s opening one heart.
His proper response 13 undoubt-
edly one spade. Had he made
this bid, the future course of
the North-South bidding would
almost  certainly  have run
smoothly to game or to a  stiff
penalty on apponents.

Having passed on the first
round, South could sull have
retrieved the situation when given
a chance to doso by an obliging
oppoenent. He could have respon-
ded to North’s double with one
no-trump-—showing scie posi-
tive values, including a possible
trick in  spades—instrad  of
an abject sign off at two hearts.

A third time was he given
a chance when partner  bid
three diamonds.  This hid, taken
in the context of the preceding
sequence, simply must indicate
a very powerful hand with North,
But South (is ke by chance rela-
ted to a renowned Russian ciates-
man) again most emphatcally
cast his veto—neicht bidovitch !

Question 3.
Playing the new Culbertson
point-count system, East opened
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the bidding with one no-trump,
holding :

$ AXx
Y AKxx
O AJx
$ Qogx

The one no-trump bid was
passed all round but three no-
trumps was a lay down as West

held:
& KQjJ
P xx
O 1ox X

& Jioxx

Please comment as to whether
the opening one no-trump hid
was an under bid or whether
West had justification  to raise
the bidding to two no-trumps on
his some what limited holding,

Ansieer + It 18 a curious thing
that whereas in most English
bidding systems the game in
no-trumyp is contracted for with
only 23 points, the experts on
the other side of the Atlantic
lay down that a minimum of
26 points is necessary to make
a tryv tor the same game. Who
"is right ? There seems to be no
clear cut answer to this question.

Take the above hand. If East
was playing a 16 to 18 point
no-trump, he was quite right
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to open the bidding with one
no-trump and West, playing
American style, was in order
to pass since his 7 points could
never bring the total for his
side to the required 26. A
West indoctrinated with English
methods would, however, have
responded two no-trunips which
his partner, holding a maximum

hand, would have raised to
three.

Restricting our attention to
just this one hand, again let
us put the question; is the Eng-
lish or the American view correct?
Again we are uvnable to come
up with a definitive answer.

Notwithstanding our reader’s
assurance that three no-trumps
was a lay down, we are quite
unable to see that this contract
is iron-clad. A major suit
opening lead almost surely dooms
the contract, which in any event
must depend upon a favourable
break in the diamond suit.

That bridge is not an exact
scicnce must be conceded by
even its most fanatical devotees,
With the 25 or 26 point no-
trump game we are on the
razor’s edge,

THE STAGGERED SQUEEZE
By E. SoiomoN

I recently came across an
interesting squeeze that has cer-
tain novel features. It is some
thing like an interrupted double
squeezc hut, as far as I know,
does not fall under any aof the
standard classified  positions.
Whereas in the interrupted
double squeeze first one  op-
ponent 38 squeezed and  then
the second opponent 15 squeczed
on the very next trick, in this
particular case the second squeezc
comes into operation more than
one trick later, Furthermore
the nature of the menaces against
Fast and West arc unusual.

& 74
VAK s
O KBz
dAKS 72

#KQo83 #Jro2

Q Q48 Q107632
O 9 ¢Js43
& Jioghb b 4

& Ab3
VJ4
OAQ76
* Q53

Sitting South I found myself
declarer at a contract of six

no-trumps. It is true that seven
diamonds is a make but seven
clubs, which looks equally good
on the North-South hands, goes
down two tricks on a spade
lead and one trick otherwise,

West’s opening lead was the
king of spades. When this was.
allowed to win West continued
with the queen of spades which
was taken by the ace. The
diamond ace won the third trick.
and the diamond king the fourth.
When Woest showed out, East's
knave of diamonds was finessed
and declarer’s two remaining
diamonds were cashed. Before
the last diamond was played
the position was as follows :

44_

VY AKsS

O....H,..

& AK87
&g L ]
¥ Qg Yio7632
o— O—
dJioghb L I

&6

VAR I

O 6

$» Q53

(Continued on Page 28)..
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Edited by T. 8. CHANDRASEKARAN.

The South Indian Bridge
Association’s annual champion-
ship tournaments are in ful]
swing. The preliminary - quali-
fying rounds in the various events
are heing played at the different
centres and the winners and the
runners-up in the several zones
will meet in the final rounds
at Madras during the Christmas
week.  The Association  has
specially  extended  invitations
to other sister associations,
like the Andhra Bridge Asso-
ciation, and the Bengal, Delhi,
and Bombay Bridge Associations
to participate in the final rounds,
and it is hoped that at lcast
the familiar Bengal and Andhra
players will be secn in action,

this vear. A special feature of

this year’s event will be the
Par Contest, sponsored by
the Tournament Committee,
Specially set deals to test  the
bidding-playing calibre of the
competitors have been ?rcpared
by some of the world’s  most
renowned Bridge-writers. Ewart
. Kempson and Terence Reese

of England and M. J. Sullivan
of Australia have sent us par-
pointed deals (sixteen cach),
and one or two of the sets will be
played during the final rounds
depending on the time available,
A week of intense Bridge activity
15 1n prospect and all  Bridge-
lovers are particularly requested
to participate in the cvents and

make thg Association’s  efforts
worth-while.

The following events will be
played during the final rounds:

Pairs Progressive

Master Pairs
Team-ol-lour knock-out
Individual Championshin
Par Contest

The final round matches will
all be plaved in the Corporation
Stadium, behind the Ripon Buil-
dings, Madras, on 22nd 23rd 24th
and 25th December next, and
representative teams  {rom
Madras City, Coimbatore, Gobi-
chettipalayam, Tanjore, Trichy,

SEPTEMBER—DECEMBER 1956 25,

Karaikudi and Cuddalore will
be taking part.

A beautiful Rolling Trophy
has beeu donated by Sri M. R.
S. Manickavelu Chettiar, Karat-
kudi, for the Par Contest. May
we exhort our readers to put
forth their best effort in this
cvent.

& * ]

The Madras City League
Tournament concluded with the
series of matches played on
23-9-50. The Tyagaraya-
nagar Social Club who became
this vear's champions deserve
to be congratulated on their
splendid  achievement 1n main-
taining an unbeaten record in
this series despitc the absence
of two of their star players. The
Modern Institute of Commerce
team came second and the fol-
lowing are the results.

Winners : (T"Nagar Social Club.)
Sadhuram Dave.
V. Kuppuswamy.
P. S. Sadasivam.
T. 8. Chandrasekaran.
R. Sankaran,
P. S. Natrajan.
Runners-up : (Modern Institute of
Commerce).
K. Guru Dutt.
K. 5. Narayana.
G. K. Gopalaswami.
M. Rangaswamny,
S. K. Subramanian.
Olagappan.

-
o
3.,
T2 5 3

T. Nagar Social Club I o1t =
Modern Instituie

of Commerce n g z
K. R. Sundaram Tyer’s

Team 1T 8 3
Burmah Sheil Club o7
Madras Gymkana o5 3
P. 5. Reddy's Team 11 5 8§
N. Ramaratnam'’s Team 11 4 7
Chennapuri Andhra

Alaha Sabha o4 7
Indian Mutual Life

Association 11 4 -
M. X, Reddy’s Team 11 3 8
Mars Team 11 3 8

* » *

The special prize donated by
the Secretary for the winners
among the ‘B’ group teams was
won by the Burmah Shell Club,
This team ol voungsters who took
to the game only Jast vear put ina
commendable performance and
richly deserved the distinction
if only for their great enthusiasm
and love of the game. The
members of the winning team
were :

G. N. Viswanathan, V. C,
Radhakrishnan, P. K. Janaki-
raman, C.R. Ananta Narayanan
G. Natarajan, and R. Raja-
gopalan.

* * ®

We are glad to inform members
that detailed sets of charts for
the guidance of tournament direc-
tors have just been published
by the Association. T. 8.
Duraiswamy Iyer, our Ace Taur-
nament Director has compiled
the various charts together with a
note of instructions to the would-
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be tournament directors, The
Association have a few extra sets
which are available for sale to
members and member-clubs, We
commend this to our members and
trust that members and member-
clubs will avail of this oppor-
tunity and order for the sets
without delay. The sets are
mederately priced at Rs. 75 and
copies can be had from
T. S. Duraswauy Iver, Care
of §. 1. B. A., 13, Pinja!a Subra-
maniam Road, T.'Nagar, Madras.
* * »

The Cosmopolitan Club, Tan-
jore, had their annual Bridge
Tournament during the last week
of October, Thanks to the ener-
getic efforts of their Secretary
S. Ramalingaswamy, almost a
record number of entrants took
part in the various events. Seve-
ral strong teams from the mofussil
and an unusually strong assorted
contingent from Madras includ-
ing two ladies participated in the
tournament and helped to make
the events highly intercsting.
P. S. Reddy’s team from Madras
who won the knock-ont team-
of-four event winning in Jothi
Pandian Memorial Trophy were
in good form and had little
difficulty in winning the finals
against the Srirangam  tcam.
Players from Madras won t.he
Master Pairs and the Progressive
Pairs and {East-West) also. An
altogether pleasant week-end was
spent by the teams. The author-
ties of the Cosmopolitan Club
deserve special praise for their un-
stinted efforts to accommodate

and entertain the visitors. Special
mention must be made of Col.
C. 8. V. Ramanan and Rama-
lingaswamy who spared 1o pains
to attend to the needs of the
teams and arrange the various
events according to schedule withe
in the three days at their disposal.
Sri Karthikevan, Qullecior of
Tanjore,presided at a special func-
tion, held on the cvening of 28th

October, 1956 andMrs.  Karthi-
keyan distributed the prizes,

The following are the detailed
results :

Knock-out  Team-of-four eent for
Jothi Pandian “Frophy.

Winners : (P. S. Reddy’s team
Madras}.

P, 5. Reddi.

K. C. Ramaratnam.

G. N. Chari.

K. Guru Durt,
Runners-np : " The

Club).

5. R. V. Thatham.

Rangarajan (B.40)

Ratnam Pillaj,

Parthasarachi,

Stirangam

Master-Pairs
Winners : Madras)
P. S. Sadasivam.
R, Sankaran,
Runners-up :  ( Madras)
Mrs. & Mr. E. Solomon.
Pairs-Progressive
{(North-South : Winners)
K. Sundararajan,
Meyyappan,
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b - G. N. Chari,
Runners-up - B. Venkataramani.
G. N. Mylappan. i R. Sundararaman.
N. V. M. Gani.

East-West :  (Winners) Madras.
Mrs. & Mr. Swarup.

Runners-up :
C.V. Venkatesan and N. Rama-
ratnam  (Aladras).

The T.) Nagar Club Tournaments :

The T. Nagar Social Club’s
annual tournaments during Octo-
ber, 193b, attracted as usual a
large number of entries. All the
events were largely attended and
it was heartening to see a_
marked revival of interest in
the game especiaily in the one-
day events.

The Gymkhana Glub, Madras,
who won the knock-out event
played steadily to overcome some
of the strong local teams and we
hope that their present good form
will be sustained. The detailed
results in the various events are
given below.

T eam-of-forr  knock-oul : .
Sri Munuswamy Chetty’s Trophy.
Winners: (Gymbkhana Club Madras).

Mrs. & Mr. E. Sclomon.
K. Swarup.

L. N. Dadhabai.

T. Rajamannar.

Runners-up :  (N. Ramaratnam’s
Team)

N. Ramaratnam,

C. V. Venkatesan,

Progressive  Duplicate :

(T Nagar Social

Winners ;
Club.)

S. R. Naidu.

G. Ramachandran,
E. . V. Tiruvengadam.
8. Muthukrishna Iyer.

Runners-up (Madras Gymkhana Club)
Mrs. & Mr, E. Solomon.
Mrs. & Mr. Swarup.

Pairs Progressive :

(North-South 1V inners)
E. Sotomon.
T. 8. Chandrasekaran.

Runners-up:
Appaswamy Iyer (T.N.S.C.)
T. Sundararajan.
{East-West Winners)
P. 5. Sadasivan,
T. R. Samoo Iyer,
Runners-up :
C. Jagannatha Setty.
C. N. Annapurniah,.
Master Pairs :
{ Winners)
C. V. Venkatesan & N Rama.
ratnam,
Runners-up :
G. N. Mylappan & Dr.Suriya-

narayana.
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Open-Pairs. -
{Winners)
P. S. Sadasivan & V. Kuppu-

swamy (T.N.5.G.)

Runners-up :

R. Sankaran & P. Kothanda-
ramail. '

Individual Championship:  This
event was played in two sections
owing to the large number of
compeltors.

(Continued Jfrom Page 23}.

On the play of the six of
diamonds West was Squcczec}_
He could not throw a club as this
d establish dummy’s eight.
He could mnot throw a hear_t
because this would aIIow' South’s
knave to make. So he discarded
the nine of spades; dummy follow-
i with a small club and East
e i1 heart.

with a sma
ine and queen of
The ace, KINE ?
clubs were .Ihen CflShcd dand
East found himsclf squeezed in
hearts and spadcs. .
1t hich is
i osition W
The hasic P ‘
incapable of further reduction

151

woul

Group 1.
Winner :
*V. R, Varma.

Runner-up :
S. K. Subramanian

Group II.
Winner.
Dr. K. L. Narayana Rao.

Runner-up :
G. N. Mylappan.

o——
Y AKs;
O—0
$ AKX
S 9 X
L Qg Q?EO?xxx
O HO—
& Jiox &
H» 6
v Ja
&6
& Qx

It is a combination of a triple
squeeze on West followed by
a simple squeeze on East. A
suitable name for it seems to be
the Staggered Squeeze,

RRIDGE AND SOME THAT PLAY IT

bt A Bripcge Fan.’

Bridge is enthralling #nd a
study of those that play it is
none the less so. Sometimes it
pays to be a ‘kibilzer,” to waich
the players as they bid, overbid,
double and redouble, The chan-
ging facial expressions, the frowns,
the indulgent smiles and above
all, the mealy-mouthed post-
mortems present excellent lessons
in psychology.

A very good-natured fellow
and a bridge-enthusiast  that
he was, Mr. R, lud and made
a four-heart contract; but lis
partner was not satisfied.  * Do
you know », he said, ** you could
have made five on that hand
and possibly, six on that lead 27
““Ne, no, no’’ said our friend, who
though vanquished would argue
stilf. ‘I played for safetv and . .”
“ Yes, and even so, " returned
his partner “Anybody can see. .
“No,” reafliomed Mr. R,
“ because....”” * Has anyone
ever convinced Mr. R 7. “Come,
come, don’t try the impossible,
Let's get on with the next
deal "', said Mr. K.

Mr. K. could brock no delay.
He was quick, and expected
everyone to be as sharp. Many
a time and oft he would make
a mistake becanse he would not
pause and marshal his thoughts
or even his cards! He was
quick on the trigger and doubled
with a snarl ! He even quarreled
with his opponents at times for

nat bidding or for playing pro-
perly when his doubles nis-
carried !

_** Onc Spade " said Mr, Psyche
sitting South with but a deuce
in that suit, North and East
had _ passed. West doubled,
North passed, East bid two
diatnonds ; * Two hearts ’, said
Mr. Psyche. West  hid two
no-trumnps,  North and  Fast
passed.  South three clubs.
West  three no-trumps, South-
doubled ! North led a spade
and the contract was made
with an over-trick | Mr, Psyche
found himself hoist with his
own petard !

.Let us analyse.

First we have Mr, R, to whom
criticism  is  anathema. What
is  the  psvchological basis
for this reaction? The psycho-
analyst’s iagnosis is Egoism—
the sclf-assevtive and sell- pre-
serving tendencey in excess,

Sccondly, K's casc is pe.
urosis—a functional nervous djs-
order without demonstrahle phy-
sical Jesion,

Thirdly Mr.  Psyche. Ego-
tism or Self-Elation, 'According
to him, In common parlance
—he s an intellectual giant
and the rest gravelling in the
dust at his feet. i

At the Bridge table we can
kill two birds with one stone—
plav and learn,



HOW TO KILL THE GAME OF BRIDGE
AND THE ASSOCIATION.

iy * Bripoe Fiexp

t. Swear by Rummy, Poker
and Three-cards and kecp away
from Bridge.

2. Post-mortem every deal
ad nauswem and thereby knock
out the partner as well as the
opponents.

3. If a team-of-four match
is lost, always blame the counter-
parts.

4. If it is won—take all credit
{or yourself, give none even to
your partner.

5. Make it appear that the
team always depends on vou.

6. Threaten every now and
then to play for some other
team.

7. Do not co-operate with the
Tournament Director and make
it a point to loiter about in
hetween each progression.

8. At Bidding, always have
a private system of your own,

g. Change  your voice to
suit a yarborough. On other
occasions, play, ¢ sound * bridge.

10. Whilce playing, never fail
to insist on penalties from op-
ponents, If you commit mis-
takes, take it for granted that
the opponcnts will  wink at
them, and cxplain  they were
due to a slip of the hand or
mind.

1. Get sore if you are not
appointed on a committee, but

if you are, never attend a come
mittee meeting,

12. I you are asked by the
Chairman 1o give your opinion
regarding  some important
matters, tell him you  haye
nothing to say.  After the
meeting tell everyone how the
thing ought to be done.

13. When other members roli
up their sleeves, and willingly
and unselfishly use their ability
to help matters along, howl
that the organisation is vun
by a ‘clique”

14. Hold back dues as long
as  possible.  Never  induce
anyone to join the association.
Let the Secretary do i,

15. When a dinner is given,
tell every one money is heing
wasted on “ blow outs 7, which
make a big noise and accomplish
nothing. When no lunches are
given, say the- association is
Fiead, and needs a can tied to
it. Don’t ask for a lunch ticket
until all are sold out. Then
swear vou have been cheated
out of yours,

16. If asked to sit at the
Chairman’s table, modestly re-
fuse. If you are not asked,
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threaten to resign from the
association.

17. Don't tell the association
how it can help the game;
but if it does not help, resign.
If you receive service without
joining, don’t think of joining.

:8. 1f the association does
not correct abuses in other club
tournaments howl that nothing
is done. If it calls attcntion
to abuses in your own, resign
from the association.

19. Keep your eyes open for
something wrong, and when you
find it, raise bedlam.

20. Atevery opportunity threa-
ten to resign and take your friends
too with you,

21. At a committee meeting
vote to do something, and
then go home and do the op-
posite. Agree with everything
said at the meeting and dis-
agree' with it outside,

22. When asked for informa-
tion, do not give it. Curse the
association for the imcomplete-
ness of its information. Get
all that the association offers
you, but don’t give it anything,

23. When everything fails,
heap curses on the Secretary !

‘Fiend ? indeed ! A dangerous chap to be sure! Readers of LBW,—Keep
clear of him, Letall associations beware,—Name and address of the Bridge:
Fiend can be had on application from the Editor | [Ed.).



‘TIMING AND LEADS’
By * Teaks'’

We were at the doorwav.
The pedant was a little ahead
.of us and the clock chimed five
past midday., What cprrect
keeping of time and by all'of us.
Steange coincidence indeed.

There was no waste of time
and the cards were dealt. The
deal was as follows. The fnal
contract was 4 Spades by South,

& A4z

7 Agl

& QJiwo8543
& Nil

& 109

Q63 Q@ Jso7512
2 & Ky

7 d K8

KOQxxx

1

&H3P
2

1
g X
& Alog xxx

East Sovrn

1 d 1O VAR
2 3 O Pass 4 de
Pass 4@

West opened K of Hearts.
South brilliantty plaved a small
one in North and ruffed ic in his
hand. Then he thought deep

West NORTH

as to the principle invoived in
the deal. For, in the presence
of the pedant the cards were
always abnormal in distribution.
It lonked like the trees in the
forest welcoming the «<miling
vear. The net result was real
headache to us. South con-
cluded that the Diamond suit
should  be  cstablished, He
plaved a Dlamond. West won
it and played another Heart.
North won it and then plaved
a Diamond. It was won by
East who plaved the third Heart,
It was ruffed by south.  Then
two rounds of trumps were played
by South and a third was won in
the dummy.  The contact was
well on hand,  OQOur liiend was
happy. He said that South right-
Iy pitched upon Diamonds instead
of Clubs. The preservation of
all the entries was all-important.
He added that the time-factor
was very important in Bridge
play. It meant no more than
that the establishment and win-
ning of tricks was subject to the
time-henit and determined by the
controls on either side including
ruflers.

He thought that we had not
caught the central peint in tim-

ing. He dirccted the cards
to get dealt for a gond timing
illustration. They  obeyed.

The deal was as follows. The
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final contract was 3§ No-trumps
by South.

{This deal is from Culbertson.)

West opened 3 of H. East
won with K and plaved 9. South
covered with the . West ducked.
South was now to think about
time valuation and piaved.
He applied the rule of 5 steps and
the rule of x + ¢ and decided
that the Clubs suvit should be
established and  that  two
entries  were required in the
dummy for that. He played his
K of clubs and overtook it with
Ace in the dummy. There was
another entry in Diamond.  Now
we all had reached a stage
when as  ploughmen we were
able to plod our way though
wearilv.  That was our lot for
some time more.

But we were moving fast.
This dav we, the defenders, had
practically no trying time,
This was too much for our friend
to endure. He dealt the cards.
They were as follows, The final

33

contract was 5 Diamonds by
South.

& 5

¢ ABags

O Agys

$ 7643
& KJgg @ 762
¢ Jiogs Y 972
Q652 O Ky
& 52 & KQJrog

® AQi083g

gxs;

8
‘%_gm

Sottnn Waest NorTH Fast

1 & Pass INT. 2dp
2 O Pass 3O Pass
3 N.T. Yass 4O Pass
50

This deal is from Sheinwold,

Very frankly our pedant said
that the following deals this day
dealt with “leads” and that
it was good gymnastics for the
defenders.  He  therefore asked
West to lead. West opened his
1o of H. Our friend gave his
nod of dissent.  West said
that he was right.  The rejoinder
came forcefully. Qur ~ friend
asked West if the bidding did
not thow a short suit in the
dummy and adequate trump
support. West said, yes. And,
therefore, said the pedant,
West had no option but play the
trump. He did not wait for cur
agreement  and  dealt  the
cards next. The deal was as
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follows and the final contract
was 6 Spades by East,

b Kxx

G 1oxxx

& Nil

P QJroxxx

$ xx # AQJoxxx
PAK4x Q@ Jxx

O AK4xx O xx

& K=x & x

& x

7 xx

O Jroxxxx
$ Axxx

West NortH East  Soutu

2 Pass 25 Pass

3@ Pass 3 d Pass
4O DPass b Pass

The pedant looked at South
and asked him to lead. He
literally linked. To be on the
safe side he thought it best to play
his small trump. Never was the
pedant in more devastating mood.
He frowned and the whole hall
grew darker at it. He was
unable to speak. South drew
back the card and argued within
himself that very probably North
might ruff Diamond since West
had bid and re-bid Diamond
and himself had good length in
it. So he played his smallest
D. North ruffed it and then
played a Club reading South’s
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play of a small Diamond as a
preference signal. South won
it with Ace and plaved another
Diamond. North rufled again,
Fhe contract was set by 1wo
tricks. Out friend suiled like
Belinda and all the world and
so the Bridge room, was gay.

He dealt again. 'The cards
were as follows.

& xxx

Y K]gés

¢ KRQ

& Alox
& Kxx $ xxx
¥ xx v AQioy
O xxxx O Axxx
b xxxx $ Kx

® AQJ9

@ xx

¢ Jiox

® QJxx

Norta Eat Sovri  Wesr

1 P Pass 2 N.T. Pass
3N.T. Pass Double Pass
Pass Pass

West had to lead. Tamely he
played his fourth best in Dia-
monds. The pedant raised him-
self up and looked stronger than
a lion. In a thundering voice
he spoke of waiting, warning,
inferential short leads, lead of
fourth best card, lead of sequence,
forcing and attacking leads, un-
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natural leads in doubled slam
bids and then rounded up with
the statement that, if a no-trump
contract was doubled by your
partner when neither of. you had
bid a suit, the suit bid by the
durmmy must be opened unless
it was re-bid by him or was
supported by his partner. If 2
suits were bid, the second should
be played. West was tremb-
ling. He led a Heart and the
pedant did not wait for the
remaining steps of play and
wa'ked sullen. We were all sorry.
We felt that though our friend
was a fund of information, still

x
o 35

it was better for us to familiarise
ourselves with the finer points of
play by reading the Red Book
and Reese. We spent an extra

hour and South read the chapters”

on conventional leads and defen-
ders’ game and we found that the
pedant had good cause to be
upset by our ignorance., '

What 1o do? We should make
amends next time. Luckily there
appeared to be cnly a few more
points untouched by the pedant
and so all of us agreed to be
critically conversant with them
before the next sitting. We bid
Good night to each other.



plogies to Rudyard

Kipling, el ol.)

If you can play your hand
when all about you

Are losing theirs and blaming
it on you ;

If you can trust your partner
when he doubts you,

But make allowance for his
doubting too :

If vou can wait and not be
tired by waiting ;

Or being set tog much, don’t
blame vour hand,

Or being baited don't give
way to baiting,

And vet don’t look too good,
nor talk 100 bland ;

If you can play—and not make
play your master ;

If you can win—and not make
gain your aim,

If you can meet with Triumph
and Disaster

And treat these two lmpostors
just the same :

If vou can bear to hear the
bids {'ou’\.‘c spoken

Twisted by Fate to make a trap
for fools,
Or watch opponents win iL - SV

each rule broken,

149 IF [ 3]
By Wy, TaLiey Eruor.*

And deal and play and siilt
abide the rules ; Y o

If you can make one heap of

your winnings

And risk it on a Grand Slam
bid and lost, .

And smile, and start again at
your beginnings

And never breathe a word
about your loss : '

If you can Force your pariner
and he passes,

Or deny, and see him still bid
high,

And see the score the other
side amasses,

And do not criticize or even
sigh ;

If you can play with fools and
still continue

To calmly watch vour partner
wreck his play,

If adverse bids and Overcalls
don’t irk you,

If it’s always something plea-
sant that you say :

If you can fill the unforgiving
minute

With sixty seconds worth of
fair play done,

Yours is the deck and every-
thing that’s in it,
—which is more—you'll
be a freak, my son |

swith acknowledgments to The Bridgs Werld, New York, A. Moysc, Jra

Publisher.
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