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A SHORT HISTORY OF THE VANIYAMBADI

MUHAMMADAN DDUCATIONAL SOCIETY 1903

By

1954

President. Mr. N, M. ANWAR, ™m.A., Ex-ML.A.

On Friday the 15th Octoher 1954 the
Vaniyambadi  Muhommadan  Educa-
tional Society celehrated its Golden
Jubilee when amidst the most repre-
sentative gathering of over twenty
thousand pcople assenmibled from  all
over the District of North Arcot, the
three distinguished Ministers partici-
pated, Hon’ble Sri K. Kamaraj Nadar,
Chief Minister to the Government of
Madras by declaring open the Exten-
sion Building of the Society for its
Elementary School, Hon'ble Svi T. T,
Krishnamuachari, Minister for Commervce
and Industry, Government of India by
laying the Foundation Sione for the

Hostel Buildings and Hon'ble Sri C.°

Subramaniam, Minister for Finance and
Education with 1he Government of
Madras by laying the Foundation Stone
for the Extension Buildings to the
Islamih College, Vanivambadi.

Glowing tributes were paid by the
Hon’ble Ministers to the glorious record
of service rendered by the Socicty in
the cause of education during the fifty
years gone by. The Hon'ble Syri Kama-
raj Nadar felt proud of the achieve-
ments of the Socicty in providing
education from the First Standard to
the University Degrees, regardless of
caste, creed or colour and congratulated
the Society for having gencrated a
cordial spirit of Hindu-Muslim unity,
reminiscent of the days of the Khila-

fath Movement, which accounted for
s0 much towards his own victory in the
receni by-clection in the neighbouring
constituency of Gudiyatham. He made
a fervent appeal to all ‘1he rich men
assembled to extend their generous
support to raise the Tollege to the
University before the Socitty: celebrates
its Diamond Jubilee. The Honlble Sui
T. T. Krishnamachari recalled to
memaory his associations with many of
the benefactors of the Society, belong-
ing to the rgost generous hearted mer-
cantile commuhity of Muslims of North
Arcot who have carried the reputation
of their trade-4n Hides and Skins and
their philantheopy i the cause of
public cood imf;-thp_ four corners of
the wovrld and he felt aothing surprised
if such a community should attain the
ideal of the Society to cstablish the
University, and he offered his good
officos to go round with a “ beggar’s
bowl” io colleet funds m this behalf.
The Hon’ble Sri Subramaniam in a
soul stirring  speech expressed all
admiration for the perfect orderliness
and discipline in evidence all over the
onvivonment and  attributed such an
exemplary mental climate to the mis-
sionary zeal which only denominational
institutions inspired best, thanks to the
veligious fervour which provides for the
right type of education and the proper
sense of values in building up the
character of the people. He made
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an  cloquent  appeal  to the different
communitics assembled to o come for-
ward with their viches and extend unto
this noble and Tofty ideal of the Socviety

their most generous support,

The Society which has carned this
well-deserved encouragement from the
povrers that be is today amangst the
most renowned of s kind in the Re-
public of India.  Far from the madding
crowd and far, far from the limelioht
of publicity, it is carrying on the forch
of Tlearning, dispeling  dorkness and
spreading light for half a century now,
franseending  all barers of  apafhy
and prejudice, and notwithstanding a
myriad  vicissitudes  of  fortune  that
cver and  anon invaded dhe tenning
industry which provides the life-hlood
for the community and the sinews for
the Society.,  Today it provides educa-
tional ladder for its votaries from the
first rung to the last, from the Elemen-
tary to the Ceollegiate, from the First
Standard to the University Degrees i
Arts and Commercee and a little over
one  thousand  five hundred  sfudents
pass through the portals of its different
departments of study. Its doors uare
open to one and all, no matter to which
community they belong. Fqually on
s staft and  estabhishments 0 has
drawn members from all communitics,
and it has on its pay roll about
hundred members.  Its annual budget
extends over a  hundred  and  Afifty
thousand rupces. It has so far spent
during [ifty years over fifty lukhs of
rUPees, And it maintains properties
cifted for its endowments and built up
for educational facilities pgrand struc-
tures  of  rare architectural beauties
which ave now worth in all over fiftcen
lakhs of rupces. Tt owns a vast colony
of thirty-five acres for its play-fields
and numerous dwellings for its Hostel
and staff and provides for its town of
Vaniyambadi the most enviable exten-
sion stretehing from the Railway Station
to the hills as far as the eyes ean reach,
i health resort with Nature's bounties.

.

All this achievement looks miracu-
Tous as one gels back to the beginnings
of the Society at the threshold of this
Twenticth Century when there was a
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hue and cry against evervthing foreign
particularly amongst the Muslim com-
munity afl over India who had not yet
reconciled to the new order of things
that the Britich regime Lrought into
being,  The Ulemas carried on a tirade
agninst any seealar edacation. and the
Mostim community  was led  into
chysmal  depths of  degradadion. The
gread scholar Syved Mohmoeod desceribes
the plight in ¢ IHistory of English Edu-
cation in o India”  (1751-1893) ¢ “It
must never be forgotten that the decay
and  downfell of any political svstem
creates anarchy, anarchy produces dis-
suption of social ties and mannevs, feel-
ings and motives of action : and it can
never  he doubied, that the political
downfall of any race brings with it
moral, inteltectual and social degrada-
tion : and such, indeed, has become the
condition of the Muhammadan Society
of India upon the downfall of the
Moghu! Empire.” It is this lamentable
state of affalrs which the great poct
IHali has immortalised in  his Urdu
verses. But English education  was
spreading fast amongst other communi-
ties, particularly after the Educational
Resolution of the Government of India
dated 7th March 1835 passed by Lord
William  Bentinck on the adviee of
Lovrd Macaulay. Fifty years passed
but still the Mullas and Moulvis did
not allow the Muslim community to
take to FEnglish education as they
feared *the  evident object of the
Government was the conversion of the
Natives 7. At last, this very extraordi-
nary backwardness of the community
provoked the Government of India in
1871 to cvelve a volicy v tne eucou-
ragement of cducation among the
Muslims.  And their Resolufion was:
“It is much to be repgretted that so
Iarge and important a class, possessing
classical literature replete with works
of profound learning and great value,
and  counting among i< members a
seclion cspecially deveted to the acqui-
sition - and  diffusion  of  knowledge,
should stand aloof from active co-opera-
tion with our cducational system and
should lose the advantages, both mate-
rial and social, which others enjoy.
His Excellency-in-Council believes that
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Secondary and Higher education con-
veyed in the vernacular and rendered
more accessible than now, coupled with
more systematic encouragement and
recognition of Arabic and Persian lite-
rature, would be not only acceptable to
the Muhammadun community, but
would enlist the sympathies of the
more earnest and enlightened of its
meinbers on the side of education.”

All glory to Sir Syed Ahmed Khan
and his band of pioneers that they came
oul and batiled against odds and won
laurels and founded the Aligarh Wiove-
ment to spread English education
amongst the Muslims and held annual
sessions of the All India Muhammadan
Educational  Contference in different
centres of India. And in 1901 this
Conference held its fiftecnth sessions
at Madras and set in a brain-wave all
over the South. Nawab Mohisinul
Mulk Mohsinuddowla from Aligarh
inspired the Conference with the Saga
of adventure which Sir Syed had
brought into being in the North. The
Hon’ble Mr. Justice Hunterford Tudor
Boddam who presided over this Con-
ference appealed to the community :
“ Self-help and self-reliance should e
the watchwords of the Musalman
community, if they are to regain the
position they have lost. Stolid indiffe-
rence must give way to a due uappre-
ciation of the gravity of theinr situation.
In the struggle for existerice the weaker
must be crushed and this holds good
as much in the case of communities as
in the case of individuals. For cen-
turies your community slept whilst the
world prpgressed. In times long gone
by, the Mohammadans were a great
people, and I see no reason why in the
perhaps distant future they should nol
again take their place in the world as
a great people, but it depends upon
themselves. They were great in the
past, because, though a warlike people
and greal conquerors, they were pre-
eminent in learning, and their greatness
in this respect far exceeded their
greatness as warriors. All who in
those days sought to be considered
learned went to the centres of Arabic
learning and spent years in acquiring
the Theology, Grammar, Logic, Physics

and Metaphysics of your School. You
had your great Universities of Cairo,
Baghdad and Samarkand, where people
from all parts of the world went for
their education. It is well to remember
the days of your past greatness in arts
and science and literature ; but only if,
in doing so the memory acts as incen-
tive to present and future effort in the
same dirvection.  To dwell upon them
as a reason for being content is as
foolish as to endeavour to satisfy
today’s appetite by recalling the glories
of yesterday’s dinner. Those days are
past. For years you have slept and
aliowed others less inert to pass you
by ; and now, you have only the empty
recoliection, and you find yourselves
far behind other communities in wealth,
power and Jearning.”  As Nawab Imadul
Mulk Syed Hussain Bilgrami said in
his Presidential speech at the Confe-
rence o its session of 1800, © Thi seeds
of decay and degeneration were sown
the day we made up our minds to rest
as it were on our oars and contentment
with our achievements in the past,
ceased to thirst for fresh knowledge or
engage in fresh research. Then truly
all was lost! The energy, courage and
ambition of the race began to decline
and with these went power and wealth.”

With this message from the Confe-
rence the Muslims organised themselves
in different centres to serve the educa-
tional needs of the community. And
in 1903, as a direct result of this awa-
kening, ecame into being the Vaniyam-
badi Muhammadan Educational Society.
And it established the Islamiah Fle-
mentary School, with just three boys
to teach! The elders who interested
themselves in this Society had to wage
and win many battles against orthodox
opposition to the spread of English
cducation. And by slow degrees, many
leading families followed the lead of
T. Hajee Badrudin Saheb, Malang
Hayath Batcha Saheb and T. Hajece
Ameenuddin Saheb in coming forward
to contribute their mite towards the
progress of the School. By 1906, the
School earned the reputation ‘“as the
best equipped and endowed School in
the Presidency ”. The Society arrang-

1
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ed an impressive ceremony when laying
' School on

the foundation stone of the Hlajec

3—4-—1907. For the School, ‘
fBu(lx'udin Suaheb came !'(n'w%xrd with a
gift of land of the value of Rs. 9’(')'00;:
Besides he undertook to bear t\x./()—thn”d.‘
of the cost of l)ui]ding" which }Vv.lb
nearly Rs. 28,000 In his message ()1?
this (;('('il.\‘i()ll Mr. Justice Boddam said :

“[n my view, the occasion ‘i:; umquc:
for it alfords substantial proot phut 'tho:
Muhanumadans of Southern India have
determined to help thumsulvc:s und] tkz
coase Lo rely upon others tor‘ \:vnt
they require. It is a ‘m;lttm' of é,l(,(:ll
gruiilimtion to mie to feel t,huL“ thi‘)‘gbl
the progress of the Mu'hu‘mmad(.m Idu-
cational Association of b«)ulh(,‘l.l‘l ' tn 11
has noi been s0 sp(?cdy or so ;?10“1, a:
I hoped and unticu}u[vd, I llmv'(, no)
vong in my firm belief that the
contained men  among:t
sufticientlly generous,
Jarge-minded and .pixi,l‘ldth ‘zl\s{"t tT’
employ their means for the b(,Tl(,l fo'
future generations l:(l'tIIC}‘ thd‘ll -,1(1)'1
merely  personal gratification 01’ .bt] (-
aggrandisement. Money spgn‘t .)Ls ns
1s money wcll—spcny for, Whllbt"l .pu—f
marily benefits coming gcnerutx()_nb qt
younger members of the corpmumtyg,.}l‘,
will raise a lasting mcm(ma], tio t'u.
enlightened  donor (ng(*c 'Budxudbdm)
Sahib) which will continue for a.11 tl.m,L
in the hands of all men and partlculax-‘
ly of those who in the years to C(‘)m(,
receive the benefit of a sound and
permanent education in thg School.
All honour to him who has I()}lnd the
guide to establish such a lasting and
useful work and those who are asso-

ciated with him.”

bheen w
community
them who are

[t was in this very year 1906 during
July a very big step forward was takcn
:m(j the ice was broken W}.](_!!.l th.e in-
flusntial Ulemas under }l](\ distinguishod
inspiration of Ths Emincence Shamsul-
Utema  Alhaj Moulana  Abdul Wahab
Saheb of revered memories 'who ha.d
founded the great svut' of Islamllc
Studies. Madrasa-e-Baquiyathus Sali-
hath Arabic College, Vellore as carly
as 1875, took the lcad in the first ses-
sion of the Muslim Educational Provin-
cial Conference at Vellore and gave san-
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ction to the spread of English education
without prejudice to the provision of re-

ligious cducation. This lead of the most

venerable founder of the Madrasa was
welcomed by onc and all. The Hon’ble
Mr. Justice Boddam as Founder-Pre-
sident of the Muhammadan Educational
Association of Southern India, Madras
sent a miessage to this Conference and
observed “that the Moulvis should
take a leading part in the education of
those who belong to their community
is only right and proper and now that
they are taking the right place as the
directors of the education of Musal-
mans il is safe to predict that the
wellfare of the community is advancing
and that the Musalmans will, in the
near future, cease to be classed as the
most backward of the communities.of
India.”  As reported by * The Indian
Pairiot,” this Conference was one of
{he most remarkable and unprecedented
events in the history of the Muhmadans
of Southern India as its sessions were
attended by over 5,000 representatl\(es
from all over the country, the Mushm
merchants of Vellore, Visharam, Vani-
yambadi, Ambur, Pernambut and otber
centres of North Arcot District .takmg
a prominenl part under the guidance
of the Moulvis of Baquiyath who com-
manded the greatest respect al.1 over
the South and whercver Tamil was
spoken overseas.

The Muslim merchants of Vapiyam-
hadi vied with one another in the
Society to raise the School and in 1907,
1910, 1911 and 1912 III, IV, V and VI
Forms were opened and the first batch
of seven pupils were px‘osc}nt d for t'}}e
S SL.C. Public Examination” he'd 1n
March 1913, This progress came (1)191
for generous appreciation in March 1?'
at the sessious of the PL‘Ovmmai 1’}?1?:11?-1
Educational Conferer.lcgdh\el{dshé;p  His
nopoly un(lierlfh.c LI:IS?ACrncot when Sir,
Hivhness the Prince ot B
Muhammad Habibullah pa.ssgd ?ef;SOIfI;r
tion complimenting the V(;lci mbadi
the good work dqne ;1F Na t}f Arcot.
in his home district dd ' ?‘rThey 1ad
During his speech he sald @ oval road
all along striven to ﬁn(.i- a ‘1 }'/'on and
4o learning under the 1mp1e1551 0 ould
expectation that somebody else
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do for them what they should do for
thgmselves. That - time had happily
gone. That aloofness, that absence of
appreciation of the real needs of the
occasion had been given up by them
and now had arisen in their minds the
impression that until and unless they
knocked at the door of self-help, they
could not raise themselves from the
slough of educational degeneration in
which they found themselves.” Moulvi
Hajee Ziaudin Ahmed Saheb, Moulvi
Mufti Abdul Jabbar Saheb, Moulvi
Hajee Khader Badsha Saheb, all of the
Baquiyathus Salihath, Vellore and
Moulvi Fazlullah Saheb of Vaniyam-
badi took the lead at this Conference
alongside the great veterans of the
community Moulana Yakub Hassan
Sait, Moulana Moulvi Syed Murtaza
Saheb, Nawab Ghulam Ahmed Kalami,
Mr. Muhammad Ibrahim Quraishi and
Mr. Hameed Hassan Sait.

Indeed, amongst these great pioneers
who spread the cause of education
among the Musalmans of South India,
the Society claimed their greatest
attention.  Son of His Eminence the
Founder of Baquiyath, Khan Bahadur
Moulvi Hajee Ziaudin Ahmed Saheb
Bahadur served the Society as its
President for a generation. Moulana
Yakub Hassan Sait did yeoman service
as the General Secretary of the
Society from 1905 to 1913 and as the
leading light of the Society for a good
part of his life time. Nawab Ghulam
Ahmed Kalami rendered selfless sacri-
fice and service both during the period
1913-1917 when he was General Secre-
tary of the Society and afterwards
Mr. MoHammad Ibrahim Saheb Quraishi
gave of his best with missionary zeal
for the love of the cause during all the
years 1905-1917 when he served the
Society as Headmaster of the Islamiah
High School.  Sir Muhammad Usman
served the Society as its Joint Secretary
for some years. .

A grandiloquent structure of rare
architectural beauties wags constructed
to house the Islamiah Elementary
School and the Islamiah High School,
and in recognition of the great mone-
tary contributions made by the bene-

factors the Society fittingly named after

the donors the different blocks of this
massive mansion as Badruddin Munzil
and Malang Munzil. And Vaniyambadi
soon became the most inspiring centre
of Muslim education in Southern India,

And no wonder that in October 1916,
the Mohammadan Educational Confe-
rence of Southern India held its annual
sessions at Vaniyambadi when the
leading lights of our community from
all over Southern India attended in
large numbers. Great interest was
evinced in the progress of the Society
by amongst others the Hon’ble Sir
Abdur Rahim, Sir Ross Masood, Sir
Ameen Jung, Sir Akbar Hydari, Sir
Mohammad Habibullah and Sir Muha-
mad Usman. At the Conference a
resolution translating the desire of the
Society to establish a College as its
next big forward step in the cause of
education was carried amidst great
scenes of enthusiasm and donations
amounting to Rs. 50,000 were subscribed
on the spot towards the College Fund.
In December 1916, the Executive

‘Committee of the Society turned down

the gracious offer of His Exalted High-
ness the Nizam of Hyderapad to have
a College called the Usmania College
at Vaniyambadi attached to the Isla-
miah High School with necessary funds
and under the supervision of a Board
of Management constituted in consulta-
tion with the Government of Madras.
But the Committee, imbued with the
Icfty and exemplary spirit of self-reli-
ance and self-respect decided to stand
on its own legs and established a College
of its own called the Islamiah College
and constituted a sub-committee to
collect funds and make plans. This
decision at once provoked a nation-wide
controversy and many leaders shudder-
ed at the prospects of raising a College
without the aid of His Exalted Highness.
But all honour to the merchant commu-
nity of North Arcot that they battled
against odds and demonstrated by deeds
what potentialities they are capable of,
without fear or favour from any
quarter. The year 1916 is thus an
epoch-making landrark in the history
of the Society and the community
behind it. It was during this year
that His Excellency Lord Pentlang,
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the Governor of Madras, graciously
laid the Foundation Stone of the
Islamiah College, Vaniyambadi and the
entire colony was gratefully named
after him "as * Pentland Town.”
Within three ycars, the Islamiah
-College was started in July 1919 with
staff and students for the Junior Inter-
mediate. Within three days of its
opening, the Director of Public Instruc-
tion Mr. R. Littlehailes visited the
College and was pleased with the
beginnings made. In 1921 the Univer-
sity of Madras accorded affiliaticn to
the College in Groups I and III and the
Director of Public Instruction granted
necessary recognition to it.  And the
College commenced functioning formal-
ly from July 4, 1921, .
But soon a mighty avalanche was
beginning to overtake the entire coun-
try from end to end as the Non-co-cpe-
ration Movement under the leadership
of Mahatma Gandhi was gathering
momentum along with the Khilafan
Movement sponsored by Moulana
Mohammad Ali. The Muslims were in
the forefront of this great struggle and
left schools and services and courted
imprisonmeht by thousands upon thou-
sands in every town and village all over
India. They boycotted all institutions
aided by the Government. In the teeth
of this gigantic opposition which defies
description, the stalwarts of the Society
stood like the Rock of Gibralter and
dedicated themselves in this labour of
love to raise the College, despite all
contempt, ridicule and ostracism. Their
one concern was that the Muslim com-
munity should be never denied the faci-
lities for education, whatever be the
wildest passions of the fleeting moments
of History. And so they succeeded to
survive the storm and despite nume-
rous disabilities and hostilities worked
inch by inch, minute by minute, brick
by brick in order that posterity shall
teap the fruits of their labours of love.
All glory to the dauntless spirit of Khan
Bahadur H. M. Ziaudin Ahmed Saheb
Bahadlir and Khan Bahadur T. Hajee
Badrudin Saheb Bohadur, President and
General Secretary respectively of the
Somety,' who saved for the community
trom crisis aftex (risis, notwithstanding

the merciless tirade of the
against them, the
institutions of whic
teday.

éommunity
great educationa]
h we are proyg

in their shadows and
worked a band of beloved }
later in fullness of time dischaf'rézr:i t‘g’g:
responsibilities in some capacity or other
amongst t.he office~beavers of the society
To mention but a few were Padyax‘i
Abdus Shukoor Sahib (Genera} Secre~
tary, 1925-1930), P. R. Abdul Hamocy
Sahx}) {General Secretary, 1930-1935)
Kaniyambadi  Abdul Wahab Sahil:’o
(General Secretary, 1935—1941) Malang
Ahmad Batcha Saheb (Genera'l Secreii
tary, 1941-44), C. Hajee Abdus
Subhan  Sahelp {Generat Secretar
19}4-48) and T. K. Muhammad ZaZ-:
kriah Saheb (General Secretary fror;n
1948 onwards)., Ag Correspondents
Malang Ahmad Basha Saheb B.A ren-’
dered distinguished se trom.

Indeed the contributionsg
Ahmad Batcha Saheb
romance in the history of th i
Mxyap Hajee Muhamac}l’ Zackr?al?oscz;iteyk;
as Vlce-President, M. L. Abdul Jabbar
Saheb ag College Secretary and C S
Abdul Majeed Saheb as Joint Secret-ar);
have begn carrying on the traditions of
the Society with great dignity, And
throughout this generation Mr. K. Abdul
Quddus Sahib served with great zeal

and popularity ag Headmas
' t
High School. asier of the

of Malang
constitute g

Than.ks to the cooperative f
of their benefactors the Soci
mpgnted all difficulties,
erisis, but ne

amwork
ety sur-
crisis  after
vertheless a severe getbuck
to the progress came with the trade

slump in 1928 when to cut short the

?}I;ldget deficits the Society amalgamated
N edCOHQge and the School under one
ead.  This could not last long as the

gnlllve‘rsit‘y Commission  visited the
tignege In November 1928 for inspec-

Its report came in 1930

and went
zcl;gaxcr;st the continuance of a Second
drta ‘e .College. Now the Society was
clermined to improve the College in

in their wake,
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the light of the suggestions made by
the Commission and raise it to a First
Grade College with the required Labo-
ratory and Library and separate accom-
modation to house the College. The
College was accordingly commenced at
its present abode from July, 1930, when
it was formally opened by that prince
of philanthrophy who had given lakhs
and lakhs of rupees for all good causes,
Nawab C. Abdul Hakeem Saheb Baha-
dur. He at once anncunced a donation
of Rs. 50,000 to help the Society in its
endeavours to improve the College.
And in August, 1934, the Vice-Chan-
cellor visited the College at short notice
and was well impressed with the
improvements made and he dispelled
the doubts in the Syndicate about the
future of the College.

In March, 1946, the University Ins-
pection Commission visited the College
and was satisfied with the prospects for
raising the College into the First Grade
College. The great educationist who
has deservedly earned a world wide
reputation, Sir Arcot Lakshmanaswamy
Mudaliar, Vice-Chancellor of the Uni-
versity of Madras, evinced a paternal
interest in the advancement of the edu-
cational activities of the Society and
extended his. usual helping hand to
liquidate backwardness among the less
advanced communities. But for his
far-sighted benevolence to uplift the
Muslim community, we should not have
seen today in the South five Colleges
progressing under Muslim philanthropy,
the Farook College (Feroke, Malabar),
the Usmania  College, (Kurnool,
Andhra), the Jamal Muhammad Col-
lege,.,(T‘r’iichinopoly) and the New Col-
lege, (Madras), not to speak of the
oldest and the best equipped of all, the
Islamiah College, Vaniyambadi, (North

~ Arcot). The grateful community’s only

prayer is : may he live long and spread
light and learning wherever there may
be darkness and ignorance still.

The Syndicate of the University of
Madras granted the affiliation and the
Degree Course in Commerce was openad
in July, 1946 and the College was since
placed on the map of the First Grade
Colleges of the South. And by 1947
affiliation was further grar&ed in B.A.
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Islamic History and Economics. And
now brisk attempts are being made and
the construction is nearing completion,
to commence Natural Science Course
for Intermediate. And to build up the
strength of the College to about one
thousand students on rolls, plans will
soon be executed, with generous sup-
port ftrom benefactors, to construct
Hostel Buildings and Extension Build-
ings to open additional sections in the
College.

The Society places on record its deep
debt of gratitude to the galaxy of lead-
ing luminaries who have been rendeiing
yeoman service in the cause of education
amongst the Muslim community all
over the South. Last Annual Day of
the College the Society had the privi-
lege of the Hon'ble Mr. Justice Basheer
Ahmed Sayeed to preside over and
address when a large gathering had
assembled out of love to listen to the
words of wisdom of this most indefati-
gable prodigy who had devoted the
prime of his manhood for the advance~
ment of the Muslim community in mat-
ters educational as the Honorary Sec-
retary of the Muslim Educational Asso-
ciation of Southern India, Madras, and
sought pastures anew and gave the lead
to the community by his pioneer exploits
in disant lands overseas whereto he
carvied delegations and went from door
to door to collect funds for the cause
he held dearest to his heart. With a
band of devoted lieutenants he is to-day
engaging himself in the cause of the
uplift of our womanhood. Into which-
ever walks of life he may go, even if
he forgets the Association and his old
associates, neither of them shall ever
forget him. He has left such indelible
imprints on the sands of time. May his
great organising abilities be a tower of
strength for very many years to come.

But his example has inspired many
to vie one with the other and many
young, heroes of the community have
sought the leadership of that rarest
gem of a gentleman = 2 es-
pite a million mij
taken the co
honour, self-
our millions, gour uad-e-Millath,
M. Muhammad Isfnail. His name is
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asset, his character an example, his
word a mggic, and his personality a
legend. He has helped a thousand good
causes of the community but the cause
of education is no less dear to his heart.
He has gone with a begger's bowl and
from door to door, from place to place
from country to country for days and,
weeks, for months and months and
collected lakhs and lakhs and helped
the founding of the Farook Col-
lege, the Jamal. Muhammad Col-
lege at Tl‘ichinopo]y and  ever  so
many educational institutions in the
South and provided the sinews for the
New College, Madras. But he did the
greatest cruelty of his life, he just for-
got. our Society in his labours of love!
It 1s.diﬁ‘icult to enumerate the number
of missionaries that walk in his shadows
and work for the community. Mr. K.
M. Seethi Saheb, the hero of the
Moplahs, has along with Mr. B. Pocker
Saheb and Mr. Uppi Saheb, co-operated
night and day with him to bring into
being the College at Feroke. Mi. M. S.
Abdul Majeed with the wonderful gift
of the gab and great organising abili-
ties has followed the Quad-e-Millath
into distant lands in South East Asia
as Honorary Secretary of the Muslim
Educational Association of Southern
India and Rrought laurels, apart from
funds, for the good name of the Musal-
mans of Tamilnad. And in that com-
pany went the prime mover of Jamal
Mohamad College, Trichinopoly, Mr. M.
J. Jamal Mohiadin, a big gun and
gigantic personality to evoke awe and
attention and a prominent member of
the most reputed benefactors of the
Muslim community, the great House of
Jamal Mohammad. But these men have
all forgotten our Society. Yet the
Society remembersythem with affection
as comrades-in-arms. It is never tuo
late for them to do good by the Society.
But behind scenes, the power behind
the throne, wherever there was edu-
cational endeavour amongst the, Mus-
lims, whether in the North or South,
East or West, or Centre, the friend,
bhilosopher and guide, the ready
fgregkoner for the community for over a
P ‘ﬁﬂ'\eration now, and the Grand Moghul
of Muslim Education—who can it be, if
_¥not our celebrated educationist par

v

excellenée, Dr. M. Abdul Hagq, now
D{Iember of Madras Public Services
Commission? He is, to all intents and
purposes, not a personality but an insti-
tution by himself, The Society owes
him a great debt for his scholarly advice
at every turn and it can repay him with
this prayer that he may train up at least
half a dozen of his type for the good of
the community. Moulana Abdul Wahab
Sahib Bokhari .who has been doing 50
much for the cause of education will do
well to follow his example and be his
great disciple.

There are many more personalities,
whose devotion for the cause of Muslim
Education posterity will remember with
gratitude but choose help, counsel and
guidance the Society will deem it a pri-
vilege to seek now and anon Merit Hajee
Muhammad Ismail Sahib, Peshmam
Hajee Abdul Quiyoom Saheb, Anaikar
Hajee Abdus Shukoor Saheb, Mr. B. S.
Hajee Abdul Wahab Sahib, Mr. Abdul
Hameed Khan, Begum Mir Ameeruddin,
Moulvi Nazir Hussain, Dr. Niyamathul-
lah, Mr. Ahmed Meeran, Mr. Allah
Pitchai, Mr. Raza Khan—Oh, several of
these names evoke a thrill of joy where-
ever they are heard. May they live
long and help the Society in its onward
march to establish the University.

In this world there is room for all,
apd together we should march. We will
die as die as we must but the cause is
grea.t and glorious. It calls forth the
services of every one in the community.
May it please the Lord, the All Merciful,
th_e Ever-Beneficient {0 bless the Society
with greater glories in the attainment
o1f 'ltS ideal to establish the University.
Faith moves mountains and let us ...arch
on and on, with faith in the cause and
every obstacle will be but another op-
portunity for service and sacrifice. After
all, glory lies in service and sacrifice
T_o serve unto our fellow beings is the
highest form of dedication and it
bleaseth the Lord most. Has not the
Holy Prophet Mohamad (peace be on
him) said : “He never dies who gives
fqr Education.” May the benefactors
give the Society more and never die
fr.om our grateful memories, And ser-
vVice 1n the cause of Education is the
noblest of all. ’

MEASUREMENT OF APPRECIATION OF

HINDI POETRY AT THE

HIGH SCHOOL STAGE

(A summary of the Master's thesis submitted by Shri 8. P. Pande, to the Delhi
University, 1954).

1. INTROIXICTION

Whatever be the system of education
it cannot ignore formation of character
as one of its major tasks. Literature is
a powerful implement for this. Study
of literature which includes poetry, as
a mirror of life and a source of joy and
inspiration leads to enrichment of per-
sonality. Purpose of teaching poetry is
to develop the aesthetic sense, the feel-
ing for beauty, love of the beautiful in
life and literature.

To know how far this aim is being
realized one has to evaluate the icach-
ing of poetry in our schools. The
available instruments for this evalua-
tion, the existing examinations fail to
measure genuine appreciation of poetry
on the part of the pupils and test only
their powers of rote memory. Besides
‘this the method of scoring responses
is extremely subjective. These defects
render them inadequate for the pur-

_ pose.

The present undertaking is an attempt
to construct a valid and reliable test
that will measure ability of pupils of
high schoels to appreciate poetry. It is
hoped that this test will fulfil the need
of a valid test in the field. Tests of this
type_tefid to widen the perspective of
poetry teaching. 1f it can. interest those
who are concerned with improving the
status and methods of poetry teaching
and suggest them new field of work and
new methods the writer will feel
rewarded for his attempt.

So far as the writer knows this is the
first ctudy in our country of this kind.
In the West also this field of research
has received less attention as compared
to other fields of mental and scholastic
measurements, The studies of Abbott
and Trabue, Hruza, Pooley and M. G.

Z

Riggs are major researches which have
been conducted in the United States of
America. The method of Abbott and
Trabue consisted in measuring indivi-
dual’'s ability to discriminate between
good and poor poetry. This was done
by subjects rating poems in order of
poetic merit in a group of four poems.
The test consisted 26 such groups of
poemns. Method of M. G. Riggs requires
the subject to discriminate the better
poem from the poorer one in a pair.

~ This test consists 40 pairs of poems.

II. DESIGN OF THIS EXPERI-
MENT

A. Elements of Appreciation:

It is assumed that appreciation in-
volves comprehension, discrimination
between the good and the poor poetry
and individual taste, Based on this
assumption the test is composed of three
sub-tests— )

(i} sub-test of comprehension;

(il) sub-test of Diserimination:
and

(iii) survey of
and reasons.

individual 1taste

B. Seléction_ of items:
The poems used in the test were—

{i) other than thdse prescribed in
text books of the schools; i

(ii) in keeping with the students’
tevel of understanding and experiences;
and

(iii) of Khadi boli belonging to
modern period, representing popular
sentiments and representative in guality
—excellent, medioere and poor. ’

C. Arrangement of items:
(i) Sub-test I consisted of fourteen
poems on varied topics. Four state-
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ments were printed below each poem
one of which conveyed correctly the
theme of poem. Comprehension was
tested in the form of multiple-choice,

(ii) Sub-test II consisted of ten
groups of poems. Each group con-
tained three poems on the same topic—
the best, the mediocre and the poor—
composed by different poets. The sub-
ject was required to distinguish the
best and the poorest poems in each
group. The topics deseribed by differ-
ent groups of poems were Patriotism,
Inspiration (marching songs), Romance,
Vagrancy, Progressivism, Nature and
Didactic poetry.

(iii) Sub-test III required a subject to
specify the three best liked poems and
the three least liked poems by him and
also to state three reasons each for his
preferences and aversions respectively.
For this a check list was provided on
which he had to mark three statements
each for preferences and aversions.

D. Scoring:

Keys were prepared for each test—

(i) In sub-test one, credit was al-
lowed for each correct response; and

(ii) The poems of sub-test two were
submitted to 22 experts in Hindi for
their opinion regarding the merits of
each poem and its ranking in its group.
The judges were lecturers, teachers of
high schools and post-graduate stu-
dents of Hindi. Merit of each poem
was decided upon the number of opi-
nions expressed about the rank of a
poem in its group. The frequencies
were tabulated and g key was pre-
pared.

In each group of boems a child was
allowed two credits for correct res-
ponses, one for discovering the best
poem and the other for finding out the
poorest poem. i

’

E. Administration:

The test was administered i,
groups, adequate, clear, concise and
comprehensive directions were included
In the body of the test. Worked-out
example was provided in sub-test I,
Oral illustrations, to show how to work

on the test were given in sub-tests II
and III. Before asking the examinees
to start, all instructions were read
loudly by the tester to the group. The
experiment was conducted in Delhl
schools.  Schools were selected on basis
of representative sampling. First year
class (Hindi) of high school was chosen
to give the test. The test was given in
one sitting for each groyp, Total time
required for the fest was one hour
which was divided as follows : —

Reading instructions 5 minutes

Sub-test 1 15 "

Sub-test 1T 20 .
and Sub-test III 20

kR

Age of students ranged from 13 to
15 years. 108 of the subjects were
"boys and 108 girls. The ability to read

Hindi poetry was assumed one part of
subjects.

Validity of sub-tests had been deter-
mined against the ratings made by
Hindi teachers as there was no standar-
dized test in the field against which the
present sub-test could be validated.
The validity has been computed by
Pearson’s Rank Difference method and
is .735, P.E. .02.

Reliability of the Sub-tests I and II
has been computed by the Kuder-
Richardson method of Rational Equi-
valence because it is assumed that each
sub-test measured a single ability.
The Rational Equivalence method is
most accurate when all the items in a
test represent a single generédl fagtor.

Reliability and Index of Reliability of
Sub-tests I and II is as follows:

Reliabi- Index of
lity Reliability
Sub-test of
Comprehension 67 818
Sub-test of
Discrimination -38 *61

Correlation between achievement of
students on two sub-tests is *08.
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Sex differences In attam_ments are as belo

Mean I Mean ] C. R. \ Significance.
Scores Boys Scores Girls |
btest I n 8-80 { 10-50 46 at 1 percent level.
(Cfx:prZiension) 7 9;) ; - ) s st 5 percent level.
(Dissggigsi;:gion) ‘:

i i Jation

hy there is this poor correlatio:

I FINAL FORM getz’zveen comprehension and dls(;:rl-

- inati For obvious reasons under-

-test of Comprehenslion, mmat.lon. . .

(1)dFr°n21 S;?V;Lnth items are to be standing s.hou'ld'leafi to higher appr
Secc(iﬁdedan Its validity and reliability ciation (discrimination).
ex . _ d
indicate that it can be said to be de

dable instrument of measurement. 4. Children at this stage show grea--
penda

hmic—i simple
iki for rhythmic—in simp
b-test two improvement ;ifd hksltr:"(g)ngly marked rhythms—
made i it ioti i irational oems.
shcglle)d Irkl)e Smade by modifying items patriotic and inspiration D

i in easy,
They prefer poem wyltten in easy,
simgle language using either pure Hindi
words or also popular Sanskrit words.

first and tenth by changing or replac-
ing individual poems.

.t its of each single . s

For deciding ‘ch:re1 :;,egllso be submitted 5. They show an avex(‘lslonr i{)(i); gptiznlil:
poem the poems f judges hundred arousing sex feelmgs, escrioit Urdu
to a lager number of ] antic or vagrant life, written in ,
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increase its reliability. unc

i t of interest blank - '
(Siub-te}fécllilli:taosfo Inrealsons. In the The findings stated in the last two
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i Qe D-Ot ‘he Iour th and ﬁfth, com-
ini .[“ell lel Il d S aragraphs, th f o
Oplnllon Of the eXperl p i S
require any Change. ]] ” ] ]l E l 1 E

_ Abbot and Trabue, and Hruza.
IV. CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGES-

TIONS FOR FURTHER WORK. Their results are: ‘ b
« Children prefer verses without sub-
tlety, objective in mood, easy to und;:fa
stand, in simple and §trong1y mardc
rhythms. Sentiment in poetry 1s he--
tity manded by the adolescents and reaches
Y its peak in the high school years
although linking for it continues well in

the college.”

i i lysis of
In light of the foregoing ana is of
the data the following conclusions ate

derived:

1. Girls have shown a superior abi
than boys to comprehend poetry.

2. Girls also have shown a finer
sense of discrimination between the

d th  in poetry “ Rhythm, -treatment of subject-
good an e peol .

matter, nearness of content to ptL;;:ll(l)?;
i and order of presen
- hend poems experience : der D ve ot
3. The abilities to compre S factors  fonaing . .
iseriminate between good an 1 e Soctic  experi-
angrtgogtli;rg:;e no significant correla- negat,}ve reactio
¥c)i(t))n (.08). It is difficult to explain ence.
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6. School children are not led to
enjoy all types of poetry but that their
enjoyment is limited by either social
disapproval of certain subjects (love
poetry) or by popularity of suhject in
certain times (patriotic poectry when
struggle for independence has been
very intense). g

7. Poetry is all pervading in life and
should be taught in such a manner that
it is not confined to a few experiences
of life. Refinement of all types of
emotions is a responsibility of educa-
tion and therefore, all types of poetry
should find a place in classroom,

DIAN TEACHER

SUGGESTIONS FOR FURTHER
STUDIES.

1. The test after suggesteq i
. 2 m .
tions may be standardized, odifica

‘2. Similar tests may be prepared for
different stages of students, that is, the
second  year and the final year stage
of high schools and the intermediate
Or preparatory stage to university.

3. Tests for this very stage may be
conslructed for different regions of
Hmd[-speaking area.

4. Similar tests may be attempted in
other Indian languages.

5. Construction of tests for apprecia~
tion of music and painting may be
undertaken on these lines.
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THE TEACHING OF

ENGLISH IN THE

NEW SCHEME

By
Professor S. A.

I have no hesitation in affirming at
the outset that the throe year degree
course will improve the standard of
attainment of our graduates. 11}. this
short article I do not propose to discuss
the planning of the degree courses of
three years. My humble task is to
make a few suggestions with regard to
the* planning of the Pre-university
course of one year, on which will largely
depend the successful working of the
new scheme.

One of the main causes for deteriora-
tion in the standards of attainment of
university graduates is the poor know-
ledge of English of the vast majority
of university entrants. English being
the medium of instruction, the freshers
naturally find it very hard to master
the subjects taught through the English
medium. They are acquainted with
only limited vocabulary and easy sen-
tence structures. It is all very well
for beginners in the inilial slages of
learning a foreign tongue. But with
such meagre equipment they are ill-
fitted to understand .the works of great
writers on different subjects in a lan-
guage which is richest in its vacabulary
and peculiar turns of expression. Their
powers of comprehension as well as
expra'::ioﬁ are very low. Some type of
basic English or a nodding acquain-
tance with English may serve the pur-
poses of business men. But students,
whose goal is to acquire the vast ac-
cumulated and rapidly growing know-
ledge, are at a great disadvantage in
the face of difficulties offered by the
foreign medium.

Hence the students’ vocabulary must
be considerably enlarged. They must
be introduced to difficult sentence
structures and the celebrated classics
that have delighted generations of

, \3‘3
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readers. Only then can they attain
sufficient mastery of English, so as to
enable them to make satisfactory pro-
gress in their subjects, whether His-
tory, Philosophy or Science. And if-
they attain this during the c¢ne year of
their pre-university course, then they
are bound to make-very good piogress
in their respective subjects during the
three year degree course. If this is con-
ceded, it follows naturally that the
main emphasis during the one year of
pre-university course shculd be itaid on
the study of English, as long as English
happens to be the medium of instruc-
tion at the university stage.

If the greater part of the time were
to be devoted to the teaching of English,
it is too much to expect the students
to study as many subjects as they do
at present in the Intermediate. It is
enough if they study as few subjects
as possible just to enable them to as-
certain their tastes and choose their
optionals for their degree courses.

If we bear in mind the nature of the
problem and the special requirements,
it will be admitted that in the pre-
university course the present Inter-
mediate standard must at least be main-
tained as far as English is concerned,
but not in the subjects. It shculd be
considered quite satisfactory if the stu-
dents are trained to follow subjects
taught in English and consult books
written in English during this one year.
To ensure satisfactory progress in
English, an allotment of 12 to 15 hours
per week for English may be neces-
sary. This will not be considered an
extravagant claim, if the problem con-
fronting us is considered in detail.
With twice the number of hours as
they are having at present the students
can cover the same portions in English
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in the one year of pre-unversity course
as they now do in the two years of the
intermediate.

At present oral reading of students
is very defective. The manner, the
pronunciation and the intonation are so
corrupt in the wvast majority of cases
that it is well nigh impossible even to
make an attempt to remedy some of
these defects to any extent, cramming
notes, having an eye on examinations
only and lack of interest are largely

responsible for the present state of

faffairs. The so called oral drilling
instead of the older practice in schools
pf insisting on the students’ memoris-
Ing of passages in prose and verse, and
the question-answer method of teaching
from very early stages in schools have
done immense harm to young children,
Memory work such as recitation should
form an integral part of the pupils’
work in the early stages if improve-
ment is to be expected.

There is a wide-spread feeling in
certain circles that the teaching of
grammar may improve matters. But
experience does not support this view.
Practice in speaking and writing is of
greater importance than formal gram-
mar. Of course, students musi have a
knowledge of agreement of subject and
predicate, sequence of tenses, sentence
structure, paragraph structure, usage of
words and idioms and so on. But the
teaching of these should not take a
large part of their precious one year.
More than an hour per wecek need not
be devoted to grammar lessons.

The learning of a language is habit
formation. One does not generally
speak or write recalling rules of gram-
mar, except on rare occasions when
doubts arise. Ovdinarily it is an in-
voluntary process as far as the rudi-
ments of speech are concerned. So
the youngsters should be trained in
correct habits of speech by enabling
them to master certain set forms of
speech which are fundamentul. This is
the goal of right ceaching and the stu-
fients’ memory plays an important part
in attaining this end. 'The teaching of
grammar should follow this and not

precede it. The history of the growth
of any language supports this view.
The language develops first and then
grammarians set to work and deduce
rules from the living language.

Some seem to think that the teaching
of grammar will effect improvement.
But the possibilities are limited, and it
Is a laborious process beycnd the reach
of the vast majority. The teaching of
grammar may confirm correct habits of
speech, but cannot rectify easily once
the wrong habits of speech are formed.
Formal grammar is distasteful not only
for students to learn but also for tea-
chers to teach. It may strike as an
exaggeration. But it is a fact that
many are averse to teaching grammar.

What then should be done to ensure
progress in the students’ mastery of
English? The study of English texts
should be facilitated by careful selec-
tion of books which do not offer undue
fiifﬁculties and which provide interest-
ing material. The students must be
p‘ersuaded to master the books by inten-
sive study. They should be made to
cover more ground in English Prose
and Poetry than they do now. The
study of poetry should be specifically
enqouraged by prescribing easy nar-
rative poems and ballads. At this stage
there need not be much critical stuciy
of the texts. Emphasis should be laid
on the mastery of the contents and
especially the language.

Library classes have not been a
success for various reasons. In the
place of library work one or two texts
of prose and a few more plams may
be taught. Only a few gifted students
are really qualified to derive benefit
from extra reading. The vast majority
are unqualified at this stage (o read
extrg books in English. So instead of
leaving to students to study library
books, when they are still struggling
hard to master the intricacies of the
foreign tongue, it will be fruitful on
the part of the teacher to teach in 2
cursory manner two or three care-
fully selected books in addition to the

(Continued on page 62)

THE XXIX ALL-INDIA
.EDUCATIONAL CONFERENCE, PATNA

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS

By
Sri T. P. SRINIVASAVARADAN

In the last few years the subject
‘ Examinations and evaluation’ has
assumed such a great importance that
no educational conference is held with~
out this subject being discussed and
that even ministers who do not hold
this portfolio of education speak about
it. It has now become fashionable to
denounce examinations and tests. For
nearly 50 years discussion on the harm-
ful features of Indian education has
been going on. Commissions and com-~
mittees strongly condemned the peri-
nicious domination of the examinations,
especially the external ones, over the
whole system of education. Within the
last flve years there have been two
reports, one, the report of the Univer-
sity Education Commission and the
other, the report of the Secondary Edu-
cation Commission. In both the reports
one finds a strong denunciation of the
present system of examinations.

There are some educationists and
educational organisations that advocate
total abolition of examinations, either
external or internal, and tests. Their
argument is that if teachers bestow
individual attention, then there is no
need for ;any test or examination and
the pupils should at the end of the year
be automatically promoted to the next
higher class. The advocates of this kind
of argument totally ignore what is
actually existing. The strength of a
clasg is such that it is not possible to
bestow any individual attentjon. The
normal strength is 40 in a secondary
school and double or treble in a uni-
versity class. Secondly, the mental
attainments of all the pupils in a class
are not the same. Even to find out
whether a pupil has comprehended and
assimilated what has been taught, some
kind of examination or test is neces-

sary. No one will agree to the total
abolition of any kind of examination
or test. If the suggestion that exami-
nations of any kind should go should
prevail, then, for every teacher there
should be not more than fifteen pupils.

There is another group which urges
radical reforms in the present system
of examinations. A proper examina-
tion should have validity and should
be able to measure what it seeks to
measure. “It must be reliable, ade-
quate, objective and effectively elimi-
nate the bias or subjective opinion of
the examiner. It should be easy to
administer, easy to work and easy to
interpret.” The present system of exa-
minations, either external or internal,

“does not have any of the above things.

There is a third group which is
against all public examinations, Every
pupil who completes the school course
or college course will get a cerfificate
from the headmaster or the principal
of the institution, based on school or
college records testifying to his progress
and attainments in different directions
in school or college. It is for the
Government or business or professional
institutions to hold tests for recruitment
to service or selection of students. It
should be open to whosoever cares to

take them. This envisages an ideal
condition. The risks attendant on this
are many. It presupposes that heads

of institutions apply only standardised
tests, that they are free from bias and
that they have a uniform standard of
judging the capacities of students at all
levels. .

There are very many reasons for
strongly criticising the present system
of education. It lays exclusive empha-
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his on the intellectual attainments of viding well-~
pupils. It is not organically related to

the actual process of education.

determines not only the contents but
also the methods of teaching—in fact,
the entire approach to education. Exa-
mination has made it almost impossible
to provide true education and to deve-
has created
temptations to cheating, corruption and
Unless a subjeet is in-
examination scheme, the
The pupil
and notes
than in text books and original worke,
parents are
examination
connectinn
between employment and {he passing

lop wider interests, and

favouritism.

cluded in the
pupil is not interested in it.
is more interested in eribs

Both the teachers and the
equally affected by the
craze. Since there is g close

of external examination, sociely

sound citizenship,
ciency of a teacher

tions.
will not improve,

—dictate the curriculum, prevent any
experimentation, hamper the proper
treatment of subjects and  sound

methods of teaching, foster a dull uni-
formity rather than originality, encouy-
rage average pupil too rigidly on too
narrow a field and thus help him deve-
lop wrong values in education.” Pupils
and parents assess education in terms
of success in examinations,

So far the evil effects of the exami-
nations have been considered, Are
there not good effects of the examinn-
tions ? It is through examinations that
barents and teachers come 1o know
from time to time the progress of the
pupils and their attainments at any
particular stage. It is through them
that the society assures itself that the
work entrusted to its school is being
carried on satisfactorily and that the
right type of education is being given
to the children so that they may attain
the expected standards, There is no
gainsaying the fact that the examina-
tions have a stimulating effect both om
the pupils and on the teachers by pro-

has
unfortunately set g greater store on the
intellectual attainments than on what
is conducive to cI"xaracter—building and
The work and effi-
is judged by the
percentage of passes in the examina-
So long as this prevails, teaching
In short, “ examina-
tions—especially external examinations

standards of valuation.

public, the private and
a5 a more or less reliable indication ©

the possession of certain intellectual?
At present we are;
having in our schools and colleges mass’
is =the casé,
a proper
a p pS_O]i
the attempts of educationists should "?e‘:
concentrated on steps to minimise their:
undesirable effects, Firstly there should
not be too many external examinations.
which
exists now, has its own value, as it has

and moral qualities,

education. When that
external examinations have
place in any scheme of education.

The essay-type examination,
some advantages. Hence it cannot be
ruled out completely. In

reduce the subjective element which is

unavoidable in the essay-type exami-

nation, objective tests of attainments
should be widely introduced side by
side. The nature of the tests and the
type of questions should be thoroughly
changed so as to discourage cramming,
but to encourage only intelligent under-
standing. The final assessment 8f the
pupil should not be based entirely on
external examinations ; other things,
such as internal examinations and tests
and school records maintained by heads
of institutions should be taken into con-
sideration and due credit given to them.
If these safeguards and changes are
offered, the external examinations can
serve a useful purpose. ’

Promotions in schools should not be
based entirely -upon the performances
of pupils in the annual examinations.
Fortunately this has been given up in
very many schools. Internal ea.mina-
tions and tests held from time to time
and school record should also be given
due credit.

NEED FOR SCHOOL RECORDS

A modern school does not concern
only with the intellectya) pursuits of
a pupil, but it concerns also with an
all-round development of a pupil’s per-
sonality. A complete and correct pic-
ture of a pupil’s development cannot
be obtained either from internal or
external examinations or by a combi-

defined goals and obJ'eCtivg
They give th&

It pupils a hall-mark recognised by th

the 'employerﬁ
§

order to .
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Fortunately there is a large amzt::t
ienti testing, measure-

° f scientific work on ‘ :
SChO(')l 're?ld (r)nent evaluation and app}“alsal don(.etuc;
l mdlcac;ng the v’vest‘ and especially in th(::‘ Uni .e‘
ir}; States which can help teachers in devis-

i i iective methods of testing intel-
T thathgilll %géirflucv};iﬁ 1?ggenoc2],e;i)t.itude, .achievements as well
e c?;acgl a?mdsccontinuous st’at(ve- as personality traits..
Ir‘::rsl:nctf athe attainments o_f a pupil }1113
various intelleqtual . :)guersstlftshighzcétia_
(:;Jlotn.t heBS;s(i:nglZ}fiss, it will ,colntainenz;
progressive evaluation of developm

g i o less ; ; ience, mathema-
in other direeo e growth of his 1951 P ocial studies. The objective
important, such as, q lity tics and social S .  atastions
. persona kes a wide range of q
interests, aptitudes an he prac- test makes : 1y to make

: ; jal adjustments, the p ible. As the pupil has only
traits, his social adjustment which he Dossl £ ber or a letter or
i nd social activities 1n a mark, write a num {
::i?;s apart- If the school records are words, fifty to one hundred items
to be reliable,

certain conditions must a few one hundved itobe
be fulfilled. At present most of the ¢

nation of both. It is only a proper
system of cumulative |
maintained for every pupl !
the work done by the pupil from

to day, month to month, term to ter

In our country there is only ?rﬁe
external examination at tlﬁz ans Osft;;tee
i he Madra ,

h school stage. Int _
gllgng with the essay-type questlpns,
objective tests have been held since

d
an be answered
bjective tests are immune from errors

i ith the © s aotivi f scoring. An
not acquainted wi to subjectivity o
;ceaﬁ};?;ieareof evaluation. Teachers g};l;ective test can be scored repeatedly
ec

- ; riation
should not allow themselves t0 be preTf by the same person without variah

; tions. : by a number of persons

judi by their own concep is in the score or by °r, s

;u(tecaec%eryfeels diffident to .:e-corget]tqéi without any disagreement in the scores
it is

. : : jective tests
estimate on a given pomt,he co-opera- In the preparation of obje

nt'
Ssentlal re tilne alld care ha e tO be p y
e mo V spe

i in marking is neg-
f records. The but the time tage?o l?he long laborious
in the maint'en?ncrila?ntain the cumu- ligible compare
class teacher is 1o

; d marking the
ocess of reading an . .
lative record, but he should ConsultTtlrxhii I;&fritten essay examinations. One great

. : . jective tests is
other teachers taking his class. of the advantage with these objective

R lves to
will increase the responsiiY D 40 ¢ they do not lend themse

i k. T
. he leaves it blar} _
g:)arf of the parents 1is highly

: . tions.
his wor . d hasty pr epara
teachetr andoﬁ?\%eggh 1l:he disadvantages. %im:;‘é?gthea:bjective tests can now bez
advantages ; lete e : ity level, it is no
: if a comp - - the university level,
There is no other way, i's all- applied at t moment
i f a pupil's . to say at the presen
and correct picture © be obtained at possible to . is tried there
round developnfxent is '510 zord has one unless the experlmerlllt It would be a
any stage. This schoo 1;-?'ch is. it will and the result known.
whl ’

£, along with the essay-

other great advantage tests are also held.

k of t
tly influence the work
silfia t}}:cfrr’lﬁmethod gf teacl*ung}:1 -
conditions existing in rrrxizlgr gc Othc’)ugh
cumulative  schoo ,cannot B T alr
‘ o0 t alto S
e o ad:arxﬁi sc;ﬂe, imies do ne rufm?x;lation. The emphasis on
introduc:d &r; simple reason that most type of ex
diately, for

43 n
: uld be expressly “o
teachers are not frained in the the Lt e asoning, critical expo-
of the tea

eachers good thing i

objective
I ?}:Z Bg)ffr,litely] at the end of the secondary

1d. As
hese tests may be he

sehod) s;adg; l;een pointed out, these tests
y gether the essay-

i te re .

ion : hence it thought, acute I tation and other

technique (l)f 1;"2?; tlg(igciually intro- sition, cfl*ea‘céztea;n;eci?‘fiy n relation to
slow m / ”»
should bfmmediate steps should be types O 1s of the course.

?ul:eg' by the Department of Education the materia
ake

in each State to give such tr%ininfgatlc:
teachers in training 'colleges 3; fotests giv
nising short courses in the use gl
and their evaluation. .

3

ch js at present not
k, must be given.to
it will be conducive

Due credit, whi
en to class-wor
If it is so done,
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to efficicney, both in teaching and
learning. The work then will be uni-
formly spread and the very common
practice of working at high pressure
in the last few months immediately
preceding the examinations, which is
greatly responsible for undermining the
health of students resulting in nervous
breakdown, will be greatly discouraged.

In conclusion, it may be mentioned,
to start with, there should be obhjective
tests and internal examinations in the
secondary schools. The maintenance of
cumulative school record should be
insisted upon. Promotion from class to

(Continued form page 58)

prescribed ones. There need be no
regular examination on these texts,
Just informal tests to see whether they
have not entirely neglected this part of
the work will serve the purpose. Wide
acquaintance with a number of books
as well as intensive study of the few
prescribed ones will confer immense
benefit on the students and facilitate
their work in English.

Epitomising and paraphrasing should
form an integral part of composition
work in the pre-university course. It
may be remembered in this connection
that these form an important part of
question papers in the wvarious com-
petitive examinations held in England.
The advantages of these exercises are
immense. It must also be admitted
that it is not possible with present cir-
cumstances with very limited (ime
allotted to the teaching of English to
devote much attention to this part of
English work. Neither the staff nor
the hours allotted to the teaching of
English at present are adequate to

class or form to form should not depend
cntirely upon the marks of the annual
examination alone. There should not
be many external examinations, but
there should be only one at the end of
secondary school stage. Objective tests
should be conducted in addition to the
essay-type of questions. Since the
majority of teachers are not trained in
the technique of evaluation, short
courses and refresher courses should be
organised by the Department of Edu-
cation in each State in training colleges-
The Indian Ministry of Education
should encourage vesearch in framing
standardised tests to suit our conditions.

ensure satisfactory progress. Unless
the minimum requirements in these
respects are raised, it will be difficult
to improve standards.
huge numbers, the correction of weekly
exercises offers an insurmountable pro-
blem in almost every institution,.

Lastly the number of students per
section should be considerably brought
down to facilitate intensive work. This
is not however essential for all types
of classes. For the teaching of texts
the present strength may continue.
But for the teaching of language, dicta-
tion classes and so on, smaller numbers
will prove very helpful. Regular and
systematic dictation exercises should
also be planned, if there is to be
improvement in the spelling of words
in composition exercises. Inaividual
attention and assessment of progress
from time to time will go a long wWay
to achieve our object to improve the
standard of English, Ultimately this
will pave the way for turning out
better types of graduates well-equip-
ped and well-qualified for the import=
ant tasks ahead of them,

‘At present with

MENTAL HYGIENE OF THE CHILD AND
PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITY

By
J. L. AZAD, M.A., M.ED.

Mental Hygiene as a science is of a
recent origin. People are accustomed
to physical hygiene and physical wel-
fare, but mental hygiene has received
comparatively inadequate  attention
especially in India. Of late, however,
people appear to have become conscious
of its importance. They seem to have
realized that a deficient mind in an
otherwise healthy body is just like a
brand new car with an out-moded and
defective engine. But still its recogni-
tion as a science is lamentably slow in
India. Its importance can be realized
by the fact that in the U.S.A.—where
material prosperity of the individuals
is a rule rather than an exception—
according to a 1945 estimate, 370 out of
one lac of people were mentally defi-
cient, needing immediate hospitaliza-
tion. England also tells a similar story.
In the light of these facts, it can safely
be presumed that the conditions in
India are far worse, because of the sor-
did conditions of life and inavailability
even of the most elementary require-
ments to her teeming millions. It may
be stated, however, that no statistics are
available in this respect.

MEANING OF MENTAL HYGIENE

It would not be out of place to say a
few wurds about this concept. Mental
Hygiene is a science that aims at the
welfare of the mankind. It helps human
beings to adjust as far as possible to
the different life situations. The phrase
“As far as possible” is significant,
because full adjustment is a figment of
imagination. In this “ blooming buz-
zing confusion,” as the world has been
aptly described, one comes face to face
with certain situations that are likely
to upset his mental balance, to make
him a delinquent or, if the attack is
severe, to force him to reject the world
of reality and to seek refuge in the

realm of fancy. Mental Hygiene comes
to the aid of these unfortunate victims
of the onslaughts of fate. It not only
attempts to “ Marshall the resources of
the Nation” to give a tough battle to
these maladjustments, but also—and it
is in no way less important—it attempts
to preserve the mental health of the
individuals. It aims at so arranging the
conditions, that there are very few
chances of the occurrence of personality
maladjustments. In the following lines
an attempt will be made to discuss the
preventive aspect of this science and
the part that the parents can play in
this direction.

ITS NEGLECT

It would be clear from the above
description of the functions and scope of
Mental Hygiene that it is as important
—if not more—as the physical hygiene
is. But how sorely the common man
neglects it! There are innumerable
clinics for the physical ailments, but
how many clinics do we find for per-
sonality maladjustment ? The prospect
becomes all the more gloomy when it is
coupled with the utter neglect of the
parents~—mostly due fo ignorance—in
this respect. It may startle the parents,
but the fact remains that although so
many pulls and counter-pulls are res-
ponsible for making the child what he
is, the parents are responsible to not an
inconsiderable extent, for the mal-
adjustment of the child, who remains_
under their absolute care in the most
formative years of his life. There is
much truth in the saying that delin-
quency is a home industry. The parents
can do a lot in helping their children
adjust in life. A litle care on their
part can result in a well integrated per-
sonality and a little neglect may result
in serious personality difficulties for life,
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CHILD’S NEEDS

How can the parents help the child
to hqve a harmonijous development ?
.In this connection the first and the mos't
}mpOL‘tallt thing for the parents to know
15: the psychological needs of the child
'lhe. physical needs of the child are too.
obvious to be narrated here. A know-

ledge of the psychological needs of the.

children only can make th
-hile . e parents
%ﬁal}‘za‘ thel:n' responsibility in respect of
he railing clouds of glory ”
placed in their lap. glory ™ that ave

\ The psychological needs of the child
1ave been variously described but
mental hygienists agree that all’these
different needs can be concentrated into
two well defined groups which are fun-

damental a s
dume to a sound mental develop-

NEED FOR SECURITY

The first group ma i
under the need for sec}:lri};);. dgzccﬁlk‘)iig
;ltoes not only mean physical security.

means much more. It comprises the
child’s urge for acceptance of itself b
the soqlal group to which he belon :
Tbe child also desires that his individgs.
2}1)1(;5\3;1 dshguld‘ be respected and that ﬁe-:

: e given a ‘say’ i
‘affa.u‘s.. Dismissing hisy sdgg;?t?o::n;e
childish’ militates against the seli
respect of the child and its continuatio
may result in developing a feeling or;

inferiority. The child
. ma 3
and regressive, Y become shy

The child also desires to feel secure

at  school The old i

at s . Goldsmith’
Village School Master” type lthoi
Teachers—the terror of the class—

besides being anachroni

1nstrgmenta1 in produc(i)r?;s;ni,os?rc?f -~
sopallty difficulties among children I?I(‘ell;-
'clr‘nld’s gducation should be adjustéd te
his aptitude and intellectua] capac't0
and .he must ultimately be prepared ; y
a.sunﬂable vocation if the aim is to he;)1
him develop an integrated personalit}f)

NEED FOR ADVENTURE

The second gr
hild o o group of neceds of

need for ad

' th
classified under the child’z

venture, for making new
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experiences,

gate and to carve out his ways and
means of meeting situations. In the

field of education, the child should be -

granted freedom—of course under the
Ylgllant supervision of his teacher—to
‘e?ve the beaten tracks and to dive deep
;r}l1 (1 ﬁhe surging oceans. The pebbles
fa? Sue ga}thers with his own efforts are
far Wptta}?or to the gems that he might
formerl the help of somebody. The
! would give him a sense ©of
achie: 5ment. At home also, he must
consgiten utmost freedom, of course
sons jseeqt with his physical well being
the childltt:V ‘ofleladrr? ebdisastrous "y al}ow
advocated by Rousseﬁu?omequences ”

anghscu g(l':uld also has an urge for mastery
ool suc Ifzss. The urge for mastery does
S, o making every child an agres-
e ¥y and the urge for success
ch(i)llél dhnot be taken to mean that the
child §S ould never fgil in his attempts.
W h.lme‘ant by this expression is that
‘ child should be saved from cata-
strophic defeats that may sap his initi-
ative gnd self reliance. He must have
a feeling that there are things in the

house and the sch ;
ool
result of his efforts, which are the

A FEW SUGGESTIONS

thg‘k::; _zigove description of the needs of
ot hl clearly brings home the fact
th mak('e barents can play a great part
in mal Ing their children well adjusted
ope b g)py. No dc_)ubt financial worries
o st of the Indian parents, dark and

ingy homes, narrow and ui-hvgienic

r . . ;
streets, ever Increasing number ©0*

Zgluli:f'n and lack of a proper system 0
edt foth)ﬁ In India are partly responsi*
ble for fe‘trouble‘s of these future citi~
paren;)s rlfi(? India, But still, if the
parents Ea ize th(?lr responsibility and
bo el thl;j I‘mr ;hls great cause to the
achieved in thig S(;)illf;fziisénmum can b°

acgi‘?g 1;;11‘ent§ must realize that every
s i thex;s is being watched and
W y to be Imitated by their children

use emulation is the time-honoured

The child must be given '
a free hand to experiment, to investi- :
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badge of the childrens’ tribe. It should
also be realized that an over-protected
or an over-mothered child also is likely
to become a misfit and a disillusioned
individual ultimately when the protect-
ing arms of the parents are removed
and he comes across the hard realities
of life single-handed. A child brought
up by foster parents, an unwanted
child—may be due to the number of
children in the family or his sex—a
child with a step mother, all these types
of children may not make proper
adjustment if special care is not taken
of them.

THE PROBLEM OF SEX

A word may be said about the pro-
blems arising out of the taboos asso-
ciated with sex. Unlike the Western
frankness in matters relating to sex
(leading to Nudism sometimes) the
oriental mind shuns to face this pro-
blem squarely. Our attitude towards
this vital problem is more evasive and
less realistic. Somehow we have asso-
ciated sex with morality and a frank
discussion of this is considered immoral.
This view must be replaced by a more
scientific approach to the problem.
Undue restraint may lead to what
Freud has described as ¢ Castration
fear’ in boys or the Addlarian ¢ Mascu-
line Protest’ in girls, both resulting in
serious maladjustments. It is never the
intention of this article to advocate the
imparting of indiscriminate or pre-
mature sex information to boys and
girls nor is the intention to recommend
co-education. What is suggested is that
the children should be guided properly
in maéters relating to sex. They must
be told that sex instinct is as normal a
function of the mankind as any other
biological function is. Here the parents
can do a lot in developing a proper
attitude of their children towards this
most vital problem. Efforts should be
made to detach the tinge of morality

I}

associated with sex. The children must
be told that there is nothing sinful in
masturbation or menstruation in boys
and girls respectively. They are simple
biological manifestations which do- take
place at a particular stage of life. It
is hoped that the spirit of the above
remarks, will be clearly understood.
Attachment of sinfulness and morality
with these normal physical functions
have made many boys and girls not
only physical wrecks, but has also done
incalculable harm to their mental deve-
lopment. Such children have always
harboured a sense of guilt and shame
—for no fault of theirs—which has
often made them misfits in the world.
The sky, brooding, ‘ feeling introverts’
(as Adler calls them) boys and girls can
always look back and find somewhere
in their lives, this supposed disapproval
of the society as the sole cause of their
trouble. The period of adolescence has
been described as a period of storm and
stress and it is the dyty of the parent
to see that their wards face the storms
gallantly and successfully.

CONCLUSION

The foregoing remarks, it is hoped,
are sufficient to arouse the Indian
parents of their age-old slumbers. They
are meant to make them alive to the
gravity of the situation and to make
them realize their due responsibility.
There is a general tendency to make
the school and the street the scape goats
for the eventual maladjustment of the
child. It will be fully appreciated, that
the parents are in no way less respon-
sible for the permanent injuries that
the personality of the child sustains,
in his early years. Let the parents feel
that it is not too late to look to the
mental hygiene of the child, if ever
their aim is the bringing up of happy,
cantented and prosperous human beings
in a happy and prosperous country.
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! PRESIDENT

By
P. DORAIKANNOO MUDALIAR

be'l he South India Teachers’ Union has
en the only Teachers’ organisation
then for the entire composite State and
now f(?r_ the residuary State of Madr
;(z)r;lgfllsgng of Tamil Nad, Malabar ar?;
anara. It stand - :
doughty champion of stlg(:e d?[‘iaiié?s?
:ﬁ:siofn the material side and affords
e fum for the academic collabora-
he oTthe teachers on the educational
ande. he first promoters of the Union
: all those who successively sustained
it and successfully rallied round it
bgnner the rank and file of the profelsf
:;Ic;n,inv:t(i)tﬁgogarcfllzhhave thought that
‘ S ‘ o eir creati
:1se to a stature which ftl el?;lsoztg?:clg
tﬁ;dazi The names of two at least of
th galaxy of those that had dedicated
er_nselves to its service have to b
;onlj{ured with, They were Rao Bahadu?‘
M S. ')ée%r}llanarayana Ayyar and Prof.
W}.m .Wez;e elztia;n.rea'lihese ht.wo stalwarts
Union should live inartch R Of' e
sgccessive generations of ie:clﬁgzly B?;
Zflfrot;lti (zfle;he‘l; patiebnlt and persistent
' they erc able, without ever
o?ce sdcrlﬁcmg the prestige or cglgiltte;
of the Union and through the Union
Fthe teacher; ultimately, to achieve for
It a standing and a recognition at
'Government level and earn a status as
a worthy constituent of the All Ind‘il'
Tgachers’ Federation and similar or fa(1
nisations elsewhere outside %h—
country. :

As if it were a legacy th
handed down with grz’at 2;1‘2adantg k:e
be preserved and nurtured with tho
same robustness for the cause of the
thousands of teachers, Prof. M Se
Sabhegan, yvhen his health was fa.ilin‘
and disabling him, had to ch;)ose h'g*
successor who could strive with sin 115
mlt}ded devotion ts the further reile'—
i?lei(:r: othSe ai}r:rls and objectives of t};

' . e ¢ oicc was not hastil
made. He might have fixe e
successor by himself, but h((ie lklxg(c)inh?rﬁ

chosen at a memors: i

. able meeti the
II*\]/Ixecutlve Board of the S.IIT%'.%. at
) adras Christian College School on
~3-1949. Who was he ?

deﬁcglgdlurr}—51zed consistently Khad-
der-clad, spectacled—sometimes  in
e u}t; often in colour, barefooted,
nay | reheaded alike in sun and rain,
never assuming but ever an humble
peact er who had seen service for over
Ity years, was chosen President. He
was .51‘1‘5. Natarajan. The members of
the Union or the whole lot of the
teachers of South India were not taken
by surprise by his selection ; he was not
unknown to any of them. The older
members had seen him ever since 1922
actively ’associated with the Madras
’é‘ea_chers Guild, the Guild Co-operative
oglety, and the South India Teachers’
Union, He was but a young graduate
teacher with a cap on (his earliest
photos_ present him thus), when he
;arpg into contact with those veterans
Mrls. K. Yegnanarayana Ayyar and Sri
- 3. Sabhesan of whose care and con-
cern for teachers he witnessed and
drank deep, and whose high professio-
nal values he imbibed. The two pro-
'fessors generally worked in unison
‘tlkllthough there had been oceasions wher;
an((eiycdlffered to understand the pros
Natarzp(s of every issue better. Young
N ajan cast in their company had
Obsei,n%}xlar ad\{antage of learning hy
Teachea ‘1’on and inference. The wiadras
oache r: Guild from the twenties ©
A >ntury has been the lodestar for
er sister organisations in the State
f:e%t since P.rof. Sabhesan gave a fillip
tionlaig working in the new organisa;
g"aduaﬁ)attem which he gave it a0
teacher'yf ‘dragged. the large mass ©
arousedbthmm their exclusiveness an
o er; to a sense of professiona
ot SI’IB".U he. other leader directed
of th(.z.E'v. whlch through the liaison
Committ Xecutive Board, the Working
tioned1 ec, and similar bodies func-
to create the union consciousness
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throughout the length and breadth of
the then Presidency of Madras. Our
Natarajan by his consistent loyalty as
much to the organisations as to the
leaders themselves profited by his asso-
ciation with them and began to culti-
vate a zeal which is singularly his own.

Hardly a few can chronicle or recount

the events of both the Madras Teachers’
Guild and of the S.I.T.U. for the past
35 years with such accuracy as he,
Their history is inseparable from the
history of the progress of education at
all levels for the same period ; and right
through its pages even a superficial
reader can glean his record of loyalty
and devoted service,

Sri S. Natarajan has always described
himself as a worker of the Union. It
is not uncommon that a few individu-
als energise themselves for the nonce
to seek an office or to enter the lime
light. To the credit of Sri S. Natarajan
it must be said that, far from seeking
the lime light himself, he helped others
who desired offices with a view to rope
in their enthusiasm for the service of
the profession. He would even set the
stage for them, so that they could play
their part with his prompting if
necessary or without it if possible. His
affectionate regards for such teachers
have always been sincere. Only later
were his services in an official capacity
as the Secretary of the Madras
Teachers’ Guild secured which he dis-
charged with his usual intrepidity and
earnestness. When, on the retirement
of Sri S. K. Yegnanarayana Ayyar,
Prof. M. S. Sabhesan became President
of the S.I.T.U,, he had an opportunity
o servs as its Secretary. For the past
five y'ears he has been adoring the office
of President. It would be worthwhile
recording that, under his stewardship,
the Union has progressed in its many-
sided activities and has established a
reputation for its leadership in progres-

sive educational reforms.

- @ri S. Natarajan is to-day the ac-
credited leader of the profession. He is
held in an esteem which is born of a
genuine admiration of his zest in the
service of the teachers. His intimate
knowledge of current educational pro-
blems at all levels, his quick under-
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standing of, and above all, his ability to
present their case are far above the
common and have excited the admira-
tion of his friends. His services were
utilised by the Education Department
in connection with the reorganisation of
Secondary Education in 1947, and now
he is one of the Four Man Committee
appointed by the Government to con-
sider the implementation of the
Mudaliar Report for the Madras State.

The S.1.T.U. has always been all out
for the improvement of Secondary Ed:i-
cation, in which there has been a dete-
rioration in standards. The suggestion
in the All India Report for upgrading
Secondary Education by adding one
more year to its course comes not a day
too soon. Sri S. Natarajan has been
voicing the considered resolution of the
Union and pointing out the utility of an
extended Secondary course which bids
fair to fit out a better enfightened citi-
zen easily to be absorbed in the chang-
ing economy of the country and fully
equipped for leadership.- At all times
wherever he has been called or what-
ever body of teachers he has addressed
his unfailing exhortation is for a high
sense of professional values assuring
them at the same time of the dawn of
better times for the profession to get
a fair deal. With the dawn of indepen-
dence, there was conflict and confusion
as to how the future citizen had to he
educated with every politician turning
out to be an educationist. The need for
clear thinking in education was felt
more than ever before and his efforts
to clarify the issue resulted in the start-
ing of the S.1.T.U. Council of Educa-
tional Research. This may put an end
to loose talk on vital problems and help
constructive  thinking. To promote
authorship among young and talented
teachers in the preparation of reading
material, a Publications Branch has
been started by him. The South Indian
Teacher which is the sole official organ
of the Union has already under his

editorship established its reputation as

a journal of Education not inferior to

its compeers eithex in this country or

elsewhere. Likewise Balar Kalvi
receives as much of his attention as
possible. The Benevolent Fund which
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he has instituted on a state~-wide basis
is intended to promote henevolence and
aid by teachers and for teachers.

At a time when rapid changes are
taking place in our midst in every
department of human endeavour, edu-
cgtlonal reconstruction to suit democra-
tic India’s needs has necessarily to keep
pace. Sri S. Natarajan as the leader ﬁf
the Union has been playing a notable
part and voicing forth the view points
of the large majority of teachers. Hé
dogs n.either lose time nor spare any
pains in the convening of special con-
ferences composed of representatives
from all parts of the State to solidify
teqcl_ler opinion as the considered
opinion of the Union. Never has he
been knpwn to have forced his views
on any issue on the members, nor has
he ever declined his own for their
benefit from. the large experient({ul
areas of his mind in the course of dis-
cussions. A tfew used to comment on
how he always contended his point with
the; sway of his eloquence. It must be
pgmted out that, where his point of
view was correct, he gave it off with
reins and spurs and surely carried the
whole house with him. He has never
fought shy of personalities or even
G.rovernment‘; he has always empha-
sxged the accepted policy of the Union
W1tk.\out fear or favour. Again in his
gnx1ety to keep the teachers well
Informed of the Kaleidscopic changes in
the syllabi or subjects of instruction
he P_las conducted as often as necessar’
seminars and symposia and made th}é
result; available for guidance. The
bu}letms of successive Education Weeks
ewdgntly from his own pen are so man
ireatises on themes chosen every yea};
and constitute very useful literature
for the enlightenment of the teacher
engrossed in his routine. Let it be sai,d
to his credit that for the Education
We.ek that had gone by in October last
as 1_f he forestalled the resolution of thé
Indian National Congress, he had sug
gested the theme “Our Educati é,-1
Ideal in the Welfare State.” ona

The Union is not j

Just a muster
o.f teachers who compose it. It ig rt(ljulé
stfngle greategt educational organisation
of South India, Never at its inception

nor i afeye

n?z:ntllnc (hltL ! years had it put on the
antle a trade union. It has always
00k Calll{pon teaching not as a trade but
s o cal ing and towards that high ideal
rz;'an ;ans have striven, Sri S, Nata-
toiv D ar; beer} consistently working
pards "amtammg its high traditions
and o Jectives both by his selfless work
and hz:gltlon to the cause. To-day oné
pan b y think of the Union without
i for he has had a definite part t0
?h??]t i its functions during the past
regry years. Both when he was Sec-
vetar gl e‘znd lr?ow as President, the indi-
M Ueap er that sought the succour
e e n‘xon for one reason or another
pas no escaped his care or concern. He
has b en hsefen to have taken the case of
redreseacfel as his own and sought
oy S Irom appropriate authorities.
€ nas never allowed the resolutions
of the annual conferences to be shelved
in the office of the Union, and very few
teachers know how frequently he
brought to bear pressure on the Depart-
ment of Education to consider them and
how o'ften he met the teachers’ repre-
sgntat‘lves on the Legislative Council to
discuss vital questions, so that they
g)uld take up the issues at the sessions.
e loses no opportunity to present the
case qf the teacher with conviction and
sincerity.  Either through the Madras
Tgachers’ Guild or the Union or the
City Headmasters’ Association in whose
resuscitation during the war period fle
ltl};ld no small part to play or thro,ugh
bezy;%;:‘}}?ol Managers’ Association, it has
boen | is endeavour to vitalise the issues
ave them solved in the interest of

educational institutions,
Cor{‘z}xlue-lfol,'elgn British and American
co acCl s iIn Madras could not out get
- qr\IA‘;llmtan.cg with them and he with
hem. e British Council has invited
UnitedOKr'nake a cultural tour of th€
Unite ingdom and he will be leaving
Ja as on 11th March, 1955 to sail off
ombo. On the eve of his voyage it

behoves every teacher to cast a retros- -

ﬁfr(rzmt of all that he has done and wish
Unio?'l bgpllvoyagg and an qu revoir. The
experienl be r‘lchly benefited by the
exp willce he will bring from his tours
fons 1 tstart an era of cultural rela-
tion etween the teachers of South

1a and those of the United Kingdom.

R e a————————

FROM OUR ASSOCIATIONS

TANJORE

The half-yearly conference of the
Tanjore District Teachers’ Guild was
held on Saturday the 19th February,
1955, in St. Peter’s High School,
Tanjore. The President of the Guild
Mr. M. K. Natarajan presided.

Mr. M. K. Natarajan in his welcome
speech referred to the proposed changes
in the pattern of secondary education
and said that the most important reform
in education was the raising of the
status of the teacher without which no
reform could succeed.

The Secretary read messages received
by the conference.

Mr. S. Natarajan, President of the
South India Teachers’ Union inaugurat-
ing the conference said that various
people looked at education from their
own point of view and often their views
were naturally biassed, but teachers
looked at the question from the national
point of view. And the teachers’ advice
must be taken by the Government just
as the economjc policy was determined
by the economists and _the industrial
policy by the industrialists. Teachers
were engaged in the task of man-mak-
ing or national-making and they must
be leaders in their field. Often they
let others take leadership in education.
If teachers were to resume their role
of leadership in education as of old,
they must be inspired by the spirit of
¢dharma’ or service, though no doubt
decent material comforts were impor-

tant.

The following lectures were deli-
vered : (1) “Should English be an
optional subject in secondary schools?”
by Mr. M. G Samuel, Secretary,
Teachers’ Association, Findlay High
School, Mannargudi. (2) “ Modern

Methods of Teaching Tamil” by Mr. Ko conference enjoins on a
Hindu High-

Subramaniam, S. M.
School, Sirkali. (3) “ The Use of Audio-

4

Visual Aids in my School” by Mr. S
Sundararaman, Municipal High School,
Mayuram. (4) “ Pension for Teachers”
by Mr. J. G. Koil Pillai, St. Peter’s High

School, Tanjore.

The evening programme commenced
after tea. The following resolutions
were passed :

1. The Guild welcomes the proposal
to gradually convert high schools into
higher secondary schools.

2. (a) The Guild wishes to bring to
the notice of the Government of Madras
the recommendation of the Inter-
national Committee of Experts spon-
sored by the Government of India and
the Ford Foundation that the compul-
sory age of retirement of teachers
should be fixed at sixty and requests the
State Government to give effect to the
recommendation. '

(b) Pending the fixation of the age
of compulsory retirement at sixty, this
conference of the Guild requests the
Madras Government to make it obliga-
tory on the part of managemernts of
District Boards, Municipalities and
Aided Schools to continue in service
employees in schools completing the age
of 55 during a school year till the end
of the summer vacation in order to
avoid hardship to teachers.

3. (a) This conference of the Guild
wishes to bring to the notice of the
Government of Madras the pitiable
condition of teachers who have retired
and the gloomy prospect facing teachers
on the verge of retirement and urges
upon the Government that steps be
taken to give pension to teachers.

(b) And with a view to effectively
bring to the notice of Government the

need to give pension to teachers, this
11 secretaries of

affiliated associations to send an appeal

to the members of the legislature.
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4. This conference of the Guild
requests the Government of Madras
to grant dearness allowance to teachers
at Government of India rates.

5. This conference requests the
Government of Madras to make it obli~
gatory on the part of managements of
elementary schools to continue the pay-
ment of Rs. 3 per month per teacher
which teachers were getting prior to
the Government’s contribution of Rs. 3.

6. Resolved to raise the annual affi-
liation fee and subscription by indivi-
dual members as follows with effect
from the current year.

Secondary and Middle School Asso-
ciations : Annas 8 per member subject
to-a minimum of Rs. 7-8-0.

Elementary School Teachers’ Unions
or Associations: Annas 2 per member
subject to a minimum of Rs. 5-0-0,

Individual members from Elementary
Schools : Annas 8.

Individual members from other

‘-schools: Re. 1-0-0.

7. This conference requests teachers
to help pupils in choosing their profes-
sion by a scheme of vocational guidance,

S ———
e

Approved by all the Stute-Gevernments
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Edited by
Prof. M. YENKATARANGAIYA, M.A.
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to educational problems is gene-
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8. This General Body of the Tanjor¢
District Teachers’ Guild unanimously

requests Sri V. Raghava Iyengaly
Member, Committee of Action of the
Guild, to transfer the Amelioration

Fund to the President of the Guild with
the following conditions :

(1) The Amelioration Fund shall be
kept open for further contributions.

(2) The Fund is to be kept separate
from the General revenues of the Guild.

(3) Only the interest from the Fund
is to be transferred to the General
revenues of the Guild.

The amendments to the Constitution
of the Guild recommended by the Exe-
cutive Board and the Council of the
Guild on 20th November, 1954 were
then considered. The recommendation
to constitute two councils, one for
secondary education and another for
elementary education was accepted.
The Guild agreed to increase the num-
ber of members on the Executive Board
from twelve to sevenieen and the prin-
ciple of retirement by rotation.

The conference recorded the audited
statement of receipts and charges pre-
pared by the working committee of the
44th Madras State Education Confer-
ence held at Tanjore in May, 1954. The
working committee and the General
Secretary, Mr. S. Srinivasan were con-
gratulated on the excellent work done
by them in connection with the State
Conference. The surplus of Rs..3,000
of the State Conference funds was ear=
marked for the Building Fund of the
Guild.

It was resolved to hold the next
Annual Conference of the Guild and
the General Body meeting on
August, 1955,

The Secretary of the Guild proposed
® vote of thanks and the Conference
ended with the singing of the National
Anthem.

The 44th Madras State Educational Conference, Tanjore, May, 1954.

STATEMENT SHOWING RECEIPTS AND CHARGES.

CHARGES:
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As. Ps.

PARTICULARS Rs.
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K. RAMANATHAN,

S. SRINIVASAN,

KOIL PILLAI,
President.

]J. G.

Treasurer.

Secretary.

This is to certify that we have audited the accounts of the 44th Madras State,

Educational Conference ﬁeld at Tanjore,

AUDIT REPORT :

We have gone through all the accounts and vouchers and they are properly kept and are in order.

P. VENKATARAMAN,

V. N. KUPPUSWAMI IYENGAR,

Auditors.

;

Tanjore,

18—2—55.



PENSION FOR TEACHERS

The South India Teachers’ Union
sincerely thanks the Minister for Edu-
cation for granting pension to teachers
in elementary schools and to certain
specified teachers in secondary schools.
The status of the teachers is thereby
raised and their services have been
recognised as national service. The
Union has been pleading with the
Government for the past quarter of a
century that the present old age provi-
sion, which is only the provident fund
scheme, is not at all adequate since it
does not cover® premature death and
hence Pension and Compulsory Life
Insurance must be provided for. The
Minister for Education has recognised
that pension should be in addition to
the Provident Fund scheme. In the
case of elementary school teachers the
amount they will be gett\mg by way
of Provident Fund will be very small,
as the contributions both by the teach-
ers and the managements depend upon
their salaries which is very low. Fur-
ther, the rate of interest allowed by the
Post Office Savings Bank is also very
low. The Minister has promised to
consider very early the implementation
of Compulsory Life Insurance scheme
in the case of teachers who are below
30 years of age and who have put in
not less than five years of service.

The Union is aware that the amount
by way of Pension or Life Insurance or
Provident Fund depends upon the
salary given to the teacher. If the
salary is low, the benefits accruing in
the shape of Provident Fund-cum-
Insurance-cum-Pension will not be
adequate enough for old age provision.
But what must be noted now is that
one of the demands of the South India
Teachers’ Union namely, that adequate
old age provision in the form of Provi-
dent Fund-cum-Insurance-cum-Pension
should be made, has been magnani-
mously recognised in principle by the
Govérnment to some extent. The re-

vision of the salary scales which is also
important must be taken up as a sepa--

rate question as it ‘concerns teachers
that do not retire now and this also
should be satisfactorily solved. Our
State Government is the first in the
whole of India to grant pension to
teachers in elementary schools under
the managements of aided agencies and
local bodies. There are about 85,000
trained teachers in all elementary
schools. The proposed scheme of pen-
sion will benefit them. It is hoped that
the rules framed by the Department
will not be rigid and they will be libe~
rally interpreted to benefit the retiring
teachers. Much depends upon these.
In the high schools and the middle
schools there are not more than 10,000
trained teachers of whom about 7,000
are secondary grade teachers, drill and
drawing masters, pundits ,(second
grade), craft instructors .and certain
other categories of teachers and the
remaining about 3,000 are trained gra-
duates, physicdl directors and pundits
(first grade).
mum salary at present is Rs. 175 and
for the former Rs. 90. If the same rate
of pension, that is 25% of the salary,
is allowed in both the cases, the imme-
diate additional cost for all categories
of teachers working in middle and high
schools will come to about Rs. 36,000
per year. Even on a liberal calculation
it will not exceed Rs. 45,000 per_annum
to start with taking into account that
one per cent of “the teachers retire.
At the end of twenty years the figure

may go up to only about two lakhs of
rupees.

The Minister for Education who has
been generous enough to find money
for free education up to the end of third
form and for granting pension to all
teachers in elementary schools, will, it
is hoped, find this small amount also
and extend the pension s¢heme to the
teachers in high schools. It may be

For the latter, the maxi~"

pointed out that when a teacher retires
from an institution, the substitute in
his place is started on a salary which
is either the minimum in the grade or
a little above it, and in any case far
below the maximbm in the grade.
Hence, the teaching grant payable' to
such an institution will be diminished
to an extent which will cover in many
cases the pension granted or at least
a major part of it. Thus the extra ex-
penditure by way of pension, if extend-
ed to middle and high schools, will in
actual working be less than Rs. 50,000.

At present when a secondary grade

- teacher retires after 30 years of service,
he gets between Rs. 2,000 and Rs. 2,500
from his provident fund account inclu-

sive of government contribution. An

L.T. gets between Rs. 4,500 and

Rs. 5,500. In ninety per cent of the

cases, these amounts are used to dis-

charge loans incurred by them. Since

1938, the rates of interest on the teach-

ers’ Provident Fund Deposits have been

so low, that the total amount which a

teacher gets now is less than what one

got before 1938.

The South India Teachers’ Union is
glad to note that the present govern-
ment has the generosity to do some-

13

poor children. It is because of this
that it has come forward to grant
pension to teachers and to make edu-
cation free to poor children up to the
end of the middle school course. These
two. beneficial acts make the teachers
in our State hope that the Education
Minister who has already earned the
gratitude of the public and the teach-
ers, will extend the pension scheme to
all categories of teachers in the middle
and the high schools in the State in
the immediate future, as the extra
amount required is not big and so can
easily be found.

The case of teachers who have
already retired deserves sympathetic
consideration. There may be technical
difficulties and these must not stand in
the way. Here again, the amount in-
volved will not be a big one. Thay
have rendered valuable service which .
entitles them to relief in their retired
life.

T. P. SRINIVASAVARADAN,

Secretary
and
Ag. President,,
The S.I.T.U,,
Madras-5.

thing good to the teachers and to thg 19—~—3-—1955.

/
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NEWS AND NOTES

~ JALAKANTAPURAM

An excursion party of 23 pupils of
Board High School, Jalakantapuram,
led by Janab A. Nawabjan, B.A., Asst.
and Sri D. S. Srinivasan, Secondary
Grade Assistant, went on an educational
tour. The party visited Tiruvanaikaval,
Srirangam, Rock Fort, Dalmia Cement

Factory, All India Radio Station, Big
Temple, Saraswathi Mahal, and places
of archaeological, educational and his-
torical importance on 26th February,
1955 and 27th February, 1955, in Trichy
and Tanjore. The tour was pleasurable
and pleasant and the students returned
on the morning of 28-2-1955.

-
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TEXT BOOKS FOR 1955—56 ———————"

English ;
New Plan English Readers : Based on the latest Engl; issued by
the Education Department. By Dr. J. F. Forre:tilfsgSly.]ll%l.)l::slisrsvt;tham-

Book I for Form I 15 As, Book I f 1 Re. 1/4
Book II for FormII Re. 1/2. ‘Book IV for 1;21% IV Re. 1/4
Book V for Form V Re. 1/4. .

New Plan Supplementary Readers : General Editor : Dr. J, F. Forrester.,

Grade 1~Book IA: SIMPLE STORIES (For Form II As. 3
Book IB: MORE SIMPLE STORIES (For 1)=orm ) As.>
Grade II—Book TA:  TALES OF OLD (For Form 1) As. 8

The Supplementary Readers have been written to suit the vocabulary
and structure plans of the respective readers.

Comprehensive Tests ; Designed by Dr. J. F, Forrester,

Will form a work book for the pupils for a i ts.
For Book I (For Form I) Yeaxsz‘\gd includes graded tes

[A KEY for the use of the Teacher has also be i
will be supplied free to teachers who use theb'IQ‘S:ts.%uthhed and & copy

Mathematics :  For Middle School Forms :

New Method Pupil’s Arithmetic :
Book I for Form I.

Available in Tamil, Telugy, Malayalam, Kannada and English.
For High School Forms :
High School Mathematics : By T. S. Rajagopalan

By T. S, Rajagopalan

General Course :— Book 1 for Form 1V. Book II for Forms V and .VI-

Composite Course :—Book I for Form V. Book II for Form VI,
Available in Tamil and English.
General Science : For Middle School Forms -

General Science : By Theodore Samuel, m.A., L.T.,
Book I for Form I. Book II for Form II.

Available in Tamil and Malayalam,
For High School Forms :

General Science : Book IV for Form IV,

Available in Tamil, Telugu, Malayalam and English,
Book V for Forms V and VI,

Part I : BIOLOGY. PartlIl: PHYSICS AND CHEMISTRY.
Available in Tamil, Telugu, Malayalam and English (In one volume.)
Social Studies :
Individual Activities and Practical Record Books. -
Books {—6 for Forms I—VI,

Available in_Tamil, Telugu, Malayalam, Kannada
and English (Books 4—6 only.)

Atlases :

Longmans’ Tamil and’ Telugu Atlases
TAJ MAHAL ATLAS: Latest edition,

For price and other particulars please write to :

ORIENT LONGMANS LTD.

36-A, Mount Road, Madras-2

Book II for Form II. Book III for Form III,

Book III for Form III,

LETTER

From To

Sri K. V, Kannappa Mudaliar, B, A,, All Heads of Offices,
Electoral Registration Officer and Educational Institutions,
Personal Asst. to the Collector of Clubs and Associations.
Madras

E. No. 2225/55 dated 23-2-1955.
Sir,
Sub: Electoral rolls—Madras Legislative Council annual revision

1955 — Graduates’ and Teachers’ Constituencies - preparation
of—

Ref: Government Men‘lo No.245/55-7 Public (Elections) dated 14-2-1955.

The Government have ordered the revision of electoral rolls for
1955 in respect of the Madras Legislative Council with regard to the Gradu-
ates’ and Teachers’ Constituencies. I enclose a copy of the notice in Form
IV-A issued by the Chief Electoral Officer, Madras and request you kindly
to circularise it among the members of your staff so that all persons who are
qualified for registration in the Electoral rolls for the Graduates’ and Teachers’
Constituencies of the Madras Legislative Council and who have not already
registered their names in the electoral roll may send their application before
1-5-1955 to this office in Form VII which is enclosed herewith. Roneo
copies or typewritten copies of the form may also be issued, Individuals may
also obtain copies of this form in the Collector’s Office, Madras on application.

The qualification of the voter (1)in the cases of Graduates’ Consti-
tuency is that he should have been a residentin the constituency on the
qualifying date (viz) Ist April 1955 aud for at least three years before 1st
April 1955 either a graduate of a University in the territory of India orin posse-
sion of any other qualifications declared equivalent to that of such a graduate.
The standing asa graduate will be reckoned with reference to the date on
which the degree was conferred on him at a Convocation or whatever the

. conferring ” Assembly in the University concerned is valled

or

In the case of a Teachers’ Constituency the voter should have been a
resident in the constituency on the qualifying date (viz) 1-4-55 and should
have been within the six years immediately before 1st April 1955 for a total
period of at least 8 years engaged in teaching in any of the educational institu-
tions within the State which are deemed to be not lower in standard than that
of a secondary school. )

(True copy)



FORM IV—aA
NOTICE

lative Counol t‘he Teachers’ Constit ‘
of the People1 of{ctthelbg?ote of Madras unde:eélec(:li:nf%gelections to the Leg_'i ;
qualified to be regintered ir o A% XLIIL of 1950 of the Representalcy
under sub-section (5) f‘n tl}e electoral roll for an f)’ every person who l'_‘:
) n (5) o sectu?n 27 of the ,said AcZuondthe ﬁau(l] constituencm;:
who desires to be £

. M. A SHER
Chief Electoral Oﬁ’icelr},? E]b[adms

Fort 8t, George, Madras~9}
State.

Dated 14th February 1955

Notes:—(1) Copies of Form VII
Officer, the Eleet
tant to the Collect
Tahsildars in-char
ration of Madrag
application.

Ov;:]ll 11{)2 iSlepl'led free by Chief Electoral
ol Mi ;r;:,)tlon Officer (Personal Assis*
o o) and by Tahsildars, Deputy
e uks, the Commissioner, Corpo-

ommissioners of Municipalities on

(2) Applications i
A ns in Form VII sh
Registrat] should be "submitted t 1)
of Madmslozi)ro thﬁCer throl?gh the Commission:rthg , lec's(')ml
, e Commissioner of the Munic‘:ipa(l)iltgomtzgn
or the

Tahsildar or D
' eputy Tahsi . 8
the applicant resides, sildar, according to the place where

(True copy)

"FORM VIL

Claim for inclusion in the electoral roll for a Council Constituency.

(Rule 10)

................................................... Legislative Council

............................................................ Constituency
. Claim for inclusion in the electoral roll Of e
son/wife/daughter of............. eeaaaeens Resident at NoOw..oooroememmmmreees
T T A Ward NO. vveorveramrsemnss
Village/Ward...ooovovvveneeines Union/Municipality «.--... eeeraareranaane
PoSt Office. cvereveererannnmmrsssamnesrees Police Station «.eeervervsrermms
SUDAIVISION +o v erererernrarremmnmmnsmmmessssees DiSEEICE: cvvrerrersenmesmmesessnns

...............

The claimant is a citizen of India. He wasa member of T

on the 1st April 195 ./He has been a graduate Of ..o
University fooooeeeieiin J/He has been engaged

in teaching for a total period of years beginning on
and ending On...oeeerseremmmsseee

.....................

He was ordinarily resident in ||
He has not claimed to be included or has not
Local Authority’s

roll of any ___Graduates’
Teachers’

Constituency with any other address. '

In support of the above, the claimant submits with this claim the
following original certified copies of documents, viz. 1
(i)

(ii)
.

(1i1)

Declaration.

-

t in all respects.

The above particulars are true and correc
pression of the claimant

Signature or thumb-im

#Here insert name in full.
+ Here insert the name of the local authority.
4 Here insert the qualification equivalent to that of a grad
India specified by the State Government.
§ Here insert the name of the educational institution, -
|} Here insert the address in the case of a Graduates’ or Teachers’ Constituency.

NoOTE.—Any person who makes a false declaration or gives snformation which he
knows or believes to be false or dces not believe

to be trueis
under section 199 and/or 182, I.P.C.

5

uate of a University in

liable to be punished .
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Sri E. H. Paramesw
d at

the conference tO be hel
The last date

3|st March 1955.

will preside over
Annamalainagar in May 1955.

for registration of delegates is

’ ON
THE SOUTH "INDIA TEACHERS UNI
Diary for the month of February, 1954
rutinised the ballot
th Indian Teacher-- and SscC pised e nee-
2.9-1955: Sou e ed oers rec nnec
Desember 1954w h tion with the election @
i State
i ' Mem- President to the
5: Sri V. Natarajan, : ’ he Ste
12-2-1999 per, Journal Committee Educational Con
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pxelSXded ';:leljkt eTeacths‘ 26-2-1955 : Balar K:lgananumy
- —published.
Conference at Bodinaya- pu
2.1955 : Madras Members of the January |
A= 3 Working Committee met

EDITORIAL

The Budget :

The Budget for the year 1955-56 is
an eagerly looked for document as it
not only reveals government’s pro-
gramme for the year but an oppor-
tunity to fulfil people’s desires. The
Finance Minister deserves to be con~
gratulated on hig budget. It makes
Ryovision for development in different
fields and yet the deficit is not what
one should feel alarmed at. In the
field of education, apart from the
Minister's announcement that education
up to and inclusive of Form III stage
in all schools—secondary higher ele-
mentary and senior basic—will be free
for children of parents with an annual
income of less than Rs. 1,200, we see
no specific allotment either for imple-
menting the recommendations of the
Secondary Education Commission or
for making adequate arrangements to
meet the needs arising from the fee
concession. The fee concession announ-
ced will be widely welcomed as it is a
great step forward in giving effect to
Article 45 of the Constitution. In the
school year 1955-56 there will be a
great rush for admission to Form I in
our secondary schools. If the conces~
sion should become operative, then,
provision should have to be made for
accommodation, furniture, teaching
personnel, etc. and there will be grow-
ing nekd, growing in geometrical pro-
portionn, We trust that the two Com-
mittees appointed by Government for
advising them in matters relating to
Elementary Education and to the im-
plementation of the Recommendations
of the Secondary Education Commis-
sion, will be making their reports res-
pectively and that Government will
find the financial sanction for giving
effect to them.

In respect of teachers’ salaries the-

rudget hollls out no hope. Several
leputations of teachers have met the

authorities who have promised sym-
pathetic consideration. The Finance
Minister who also holds the port-folio
of Education is reported,to have said
that though no specific provision had
been made in the budget, he was
hoping to give the teachers a tangible
measure of relief. Recently a deputa-
tion of the Madras Teachers’ Guild
waited on the Minister to ask for the
grant of house rent allowance to teach-
ers in non-government,schools. The
Tanjore District Teachers’ Guild ad-
dressed the Members of the Legislative
Assembly pressing the case of the
teacher for a house rent allowance,
The question of revising the salary of
the secondary grade teacher is long
pending a decision. We earnestly hope
that at least these two measures of
relief would be actively taken up for
consideration and a favourable decision
arrived at before the budget session is
over.  This will assure the teachers
that the Government is sincere in its
profession of sympathy to the teacher
and will hearten him in his work in the
hope that ere long the whole salary
question will receive due consideration
at the hands of the government.

It is also hoped that in his reply te
the discussions on ‘ Education Demand’
the Minister will make another an-
nouncement granting some of the legi-.
timate and just demands -of the
teachers. o o

* * .

Our Loss :

We deeply regret to have to record
the demise of two of our eminent
workers. The Rev. Sathya Samuel of
Palayamkottai was an active member
of the Tirunelveli District Teachers’
Guild. He had been president of the
Guild for some years and also served
on the Executive of the S.I.T.U. for
several years. He took a prominent
part in the educational activities of the .,
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District of Tirunelveli, In his sudden
demise of heart failure, we have lost a
great teacher and a valuable colleague.
We offer our sincere condolences to his
daughters and other members of his
family.

Dr. B. V. Narayanaswamy Naidu, for
several years Principal of the Pachai-
appas College, presided over the State
Educational Conference held at Kozhi-
kode in 1945. Though latterly he gave
up teaching and became member of the
Tariff Board and later Chairman of the
Import Central Commission, he retain-
ed an abiding interest in eflucation and
in the welfare of teachers. Only last
year he addréssed the outgoing B.T.
students and his address revealed his
masterly grasp of the educational pro-
blems and his unbounded sympathy
and respect for the teaching profession.
His sudden demise of heart failure has
plunged the country in great grief and
we have Ibst an eminent economist and
a great educationist. We offer our
deep sympathies to his sorrowing
mother, tg. his brother and to his wife

hat the teachers of
\ eir great burden

' atha Alyengar, M.y,
L.T., Hony. Publicity Officer and Sri
V. Natarajan, B.A., L.T., Member, Journal
Committee, met the Periyakulam Taluk
Elementary School Teachers at Bodi-
nayakanur on 12-2-1955 and acquaint-
ed them.with the scheme of the S.1.T.U.
Protection Fund. They later visited

P ]
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Our President:

The Union is grateful to the British
Council for the honour they have done
the Union in inviting its President to
visit the United Kingdom to study the
educational system and the working of
the teachers’ organisations there. The
invitation is timely "and we do hope
that our President, Sri S. Natarajan,
during his short stay will make a useful
study of how the many problems con-
nected with general education and
secondary education -are being faced
and solved by that great country. @

Education in India is passing through
a change, a change necessitated by the
changing times. However, great care
and caution is necessary, for, in edu-
cation any change -should come as a
result of evolution. The visit to United
Kingdom may enable our President to
participate with greater confidence in
the work of the Four-man Commitice
of which he is a member. We wish
him a happy voyage, a useful study and
a safe return for more substantial work
in the cause of education of teachers
and of children.

S. 1. T. U. PROPAGANDA

the following schools and ha(? talks

with the teachers on the Fund ;>

12—2—55 V. M. High School, Bodi-
nayakanur,

13—2—55 Kirishna Iyer High School,
Chinnamanur.

14—2—55 Nadar’'s High School and
Elementary School, Theni.

OXFORD

DEEPAK READERS
By
' J. F. ForrEsTER, 3.
With the collaboration of
Announcing the publication of
Book I for Form Il Re 1-2
Teacher’s Notes to Book III
which now complete this series

A., PH, D.
B. M. Curster

Book V for Form V
and V in preparation

AND
We have the following additions to

DEEPAK SUPPLEMEN
Series I-B:  The Narayans for Form 11

BY B. M. CHESTER (Reqd
Series ITI-A : The Story (Ready shortly)

! As 7
of Hiawatha for Fo
Sor By J. F. FORRESTER & E. James m
em:ls3 HI-B: The Swiss Family Robinson for Form 1V 410
o Y J. F. FORRESTER & B. M. CHEester
e:neis3 \{HI;C: Gopal and His Stamps for Form 1V 10
- N. Brockway (Ready shortly) s 7
Already published
Deepak Readers :
Book I for Form [ ang Standard V|
;leac;lher’s Notes to Book | ;;S Y
- ash Cards 1o accompany Book o
1
Beok II for Form II and Standard Vi P
Teacher’s Notes to Book II ' Re !
Book 1V for Form IV P
Teacher’s Notes to Book 1V ze 15
e 1-6
Deepak Supplementary Readers
Series 1-A - Animal Stories for i:orm 11
By J. F. Forrester & B, M. CHEester
As 6
o X .
FORD_ UNIVERSITY PRESS

Re 1-10 .

TARY READERS
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THE

S. 1. T. U. PROTECTION FUND LTD pnpaeo amemsaris s

TAPLOLLI, Qsc&rmm-soodo(
520, HIGH ROAD, TRIPLICANE, MADRAS-5

& U N BT 55 5 6T
(Registered under the Insurance Act as a Mutual Insurance Co.) Cr. crchr : s e
wwEEs [ Peiiu | spien | Bo.
Total Assets Exceed 14,00,000 Lo R I 53
No. of Policies over 5000 "-
HIS is an Insurance Company of the e
EACHERS. Benefits go only to the .
EACHERS. Hence as you are a o
EACHER you should join this g

&, EACHERS’ MUTUAL SOCIETY.

Have you looked into our New Tables

WITH the revised rates of premiums ?

The rates are to your advantage.

| '
There are - SEVEN TABLES for periods of : - ' '
10, 15, 20, 25 and 30 years.

S.F. 259A'6“' !,00,0«)‘-’30" -4
All Grades of teachers up to the age of 45 can now become

members. Benefits range from 250 to 900 to start with
and go on increasing as years pass by and each umit
on maturity will get you from Rs. 400 to 1440 -
according to the tables, besides bonus benefits.

This is the cheapest Insurance Company in the field.
For particulars apply to:

S. D. KRISHNAMURTI RAO,
Secretary.

<

Printed by Sri T. K. Venkatesan at The Jupiter Press, Ltd., 109-C, Mount Road,
Madras-18. Edited & Published by Sri 8. Natarajan,

for theS. I T. U., at 520, High Road, Triplicane, Madras.-5
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