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Sultan-Quli, the First Ruler of Medieval Tilangana
PART I
BY
H. K. Sgerwani, Hyderabad Dn.

Golkunda

The kingdom of medieval Tilangana, with its capital at Gol-
kunda, forms a kind of connecting link between Bahmani and the
Asaf-jahi periods, and is remarkable in a number of ways. It was
an offshoot of the Bahmani kingdom which extended during the
last years of the fifteenth century from the Bay of Bengal to the
Arabian Sea,! and at the time of its greatest strength included
the whole of the Tilangana region of the present Hyderabad State
and practically the whole of the present Andhra State, from lake
Chilka in the north to the river Pennar in the south. The rulers
of Golkunda were great builders and great patrons of learning
and some of them linguists and poets of renown. Golkunda and
its successor, Hyderabad, which was founded on the Misi six miles
from the citadel city in 1000/-1592, became the rendezvous of mer-
chants, learned men, soldiers, men of the world and of religion.
The dynasty lasted till 1687 when it was finally extinguished with
the capture of Golkunda after a siege lasting more than a year, .
and the kingdom annexed to the Empire of Aurangzib.

Sultan-Qul’’s Antecedents

Sultan-Quli? belonged to the Turkoman tribe of Qara-Qiviplil
which had black sheep as its emblem. Luckily we have his genea-

1. See map in Sherwani, Bahmanis of the Deccan, 1953, (henceforward
Bahmanis). )

2. Although the name ‘Sultan-Quli’ might suggest royal dignity, the
epithet ‘Sultan’ is only a part of his name, much in the same way as ‘Earl’
and ‘King’ are the names of many private individuals in England and America
today. Similarly ‘Malik’ which originally meant king, was frequently granted
to persons of Turkish or even negro descent, while in South India ‘Biadshah’
is quite frequently met with as the name of persons who have no affinity
with any royal house. The epithet ‘Sultin’ has led quite a number of his~
torians of note such as Sewell, A Forgotten Empire, London, 1900 (hence-
forward Sewell), pp. 167, 323, etc., Professor Nilakanta Sastri and Dr. Venka-
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logy in our possession in the handwriting of his great grandson,
Muhammad-Quli Qutb Shiah, and this tallies, to a large extent, with
the other genealogies we possess® Compared to the genealogies of
the Bahmani kings, who took pride in being descended from the
semi-mythical Persian hero, Bahman, this genealogy seems sober
and real# It is short and pithy and takes the ancestral tree only
up to the fifth degree before Sultan-Qulj, ie., up to Qara Muham-

taramanayya, Further Sources of Vijayanagara History, Madras, 1946 (hence-
forward N. & V.) I, 174 ff. to regard ‘Sultin’ as a title and an emblem of
royalty which it was not. The question whether Sultan-Qull ever assumed
the royal title will be discussed later. Prof. K. K. Basu in his paper, A
Chapter from Golconda History, Proceedings of the Indian History Congress
(henceforward 1.H.C.) Fourth Session, 1940, calls him ‘Subhan Quli’ on p. 263
and ‘Quli Qutbul Mulk’ on p. 264, perhaps following Rafi'u’d-din Shirazi’s
Tuhfatu’l-Mulik, MSS. Asafiyah, Tarikh, 1081 (henceforward, Tuh.) fol. 18 b,,
although it appears that the learned professor had Tarikh-i Muhammad Qutb
Shiak, MSS. Asafiyah, Tarikh, 401 (henceforward @Q.S.)) or its epitomised
translation appended at the end of Briggs, History of the Rise of the Maho-
medan Power in India, Cambray, Calcutta, 1910, (henceforward Briggs) Vol-
III, before him as he gives copious references from it. Of course Tuh. is
entirely wrong in calling him Subhan-Quli, which was really the name of
Jamshid Quli’s son. .

3. This genealogy is written on the fly-leaf of the book names Kenzu'l
lughdt, now in the Salar Jang Library, and is placed in the Salar Jang
Museumn, Room 18, show case 4, as a rare manuscript. The name of the book
is, incidentally, not Kanzu'l-lughit in plural, as related by the late Hakim
Shamsu'llah Qadiri in his article on Dakan ki ‘ilmi taraqgiyan Selitin-i Qutb-
Shiahiyah ké ‘ahd mén, Rasala Tarikh, April-June, 1929, p. 104, but Kanzu’l-
lughat in the singular. The genealogy is in the hand of Muhammad Qutb
Shah, the fourth ruler, and is dated ‘in the beginning of Muharram, 1045’ which
corresponds to June-July, 1635. It is as follows:

Muhammad Qutb Shih, b. Mirza Muhammad Amin, b. (Ibrahim) Qutb Shah
b. Sultin-Quli Qutbu'l-Mulk, b, Pir-Quli, b. Alwand Beg, b. Mirza Sikandar,
b. Yasuf, b. Qar Muhammad Turkmain.

Feeishta, Gulshan-i Ibrahimi, Lucknow, 1885 (henceforward Fer)), ii, 167,
simply says that Sultan-Quli belonged to the Turkish tribe of Bahirld and
was of the clan of Mir ‘Ali Shakir. For Qara-Quvinla tribe see Encyclopaedia
of Islam, II, 74 and for Aq-Quvinla tribe, IT, 225. Also see V. Minorsky, the
Qara-Qoyunlu and the Qutb-Shahs, Bulletin of the School of Oriental & African
Studies, London, 1955, pp. 50-73; this is really a translation of the preliminary
pages of Q.S. left over by Briggs, and is rich with critical and informative
footnotes. The Qara-Quvinlds traced their descent from Bahrim Khan of
Buhiarlu, The two names are wrongly spelt as Qara-Qunilu and Ag-Qunilu
in Prof. A. M. Siddigi's Tarikh-i Golkunda, Hyderabad, 1939 (henceforward
Tar. Gol.), pp. 9 ff.

4. For the ancestory of the Bahmanis, see Bahmanis, pp. 48-50.
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mad, the chief of the Qard Quvinla tribe. So far as it goes it
corresponds to the genealogy given in the Tarikh-i Muhammad
Qutb Shah which may be regarded as the official history of the
first part of the Qutb Shahi rule, but the latter has added certain
names in order to connect the tree with Japheth son of Noah!s

Qara Muhammad held sway over Armenia and Azerbaijin,
but his son Qara Yusuf, who succeeded him in 1387, was
dispossessed of his patrimony by Timir® and was forced to
fly to Egypt. On Timr’s death in 1405, however, Qara Yusuf
returned home and succeeded in wresting Azarbaijan, Hama-
din, Isfahdn and Qazwin from the Timirids, making Tabriz
his capital. Qarda Yusuf died in 823/1420 and was succeeded six
months later by his son Amir Iskandar, while on Iskandar’s death
in 841/1438 the throne was seized by his uncle Jahan Shah who
managed to annex Fars, Kirman and Khurdsin and was able to
extend his sway in the part of Asia from Azarbaijan to Hirat to
which he moved his capital. Jahan Shdh was murdered by Hasan
Bég the chief of the Aq-Quvinla tribe which had the representa-
tion of the White Sheep as its emblem, and which was the tradi-
tional enemy of the Qarada Quvinlas. Hasan sought out practically
every member of the Qardi Quvinli but it was brought to his
notice that Pir-Quli, son of Alwand and grandson of Iskandar was
not a man with a quarrelsome temperament and had absolutely
no intention of claiming his patrimony. It was for this reason that
Hasan Bég spared Pir-Quli and his family.?

Pir-Quli was married to Khadija Bégam who was the grand-
daughter of Jahan Shah, one of the youngest sons of Qara Yasuf.
They had two sons, Allah-Quli and Uwais-Quli. Uwais-Quli had
married Maryam Khatin, daughter of Malik Swaleh Hamadini
to whom was born a son, who was named Sultin-Quli. When the
boy grew up he was taught the arts of war and peace as was the
custom in those days, and, as transpires from his later life he

5 Q.S, 32

6. Ibid, 6. It may be remarked that Aq-Qavinliis were Sunnis, while
the Qara-Qavinlis were Shi‘ah; see Syed Azhar ‘Ali’s paper on Qara-Qivin-lit
Turkmdn in the Riedad Idara Ma‘araf-i Islimiyah, Lahore, 1933, pp. 367-402,
where on pp. 393 & 394 there are references to Fazlu'd-din al-Isfahani and
Qazi Nuru'llah Shustar?’s Majalisw’l-Mu'minin for the Shi'ism of the Qara-
Quvinlis.

7. Ibid, 31.
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became a scholar of the Qur’anic lore, mathematics as well as other
branches of knowledge such as astrology and necromancy. His
grandfather Pir-Quli died when he was just twelve. But the crisis
in the family really came with the death of Hasan Bég and the
accession of his son Ya‘qub to the leadership of the Aq-Quvinla
on 1-10-882/6-1-14782% Ya‘qub proved to be even harder on the
Qara Quvinla than his father, and he began to put the remnant of
theitribe to all kinds of torments. Not at all confident of what
was in store for him Uwais-Quli sent his son Sultan-Quli to India
and asked his brother Allah-Quli to accompany him. The ostensible
reason for this was to trade in horses,? but it seems that the uncle

8. Ibid.

9. Period of the arrival of Sultdn-Quli in India: The age of Sultan-Quli
at the time of his murder is variously given as 90 (Hadigatu’l -‘Alam, Hydera-
bad 1309 H., henceforward H.A., p. 83), “more than 85” (Khafi Khan, Mun-
takhabu'l-lubab, Calcutta, 1929, henceforward Munt.), and “about 99” (Q.S.,
107). Thus there is a difference about 15 years between H.A. and Q.S., and
it seems that Munt, has struck a rough average between the two. There are
differences between the dates of his death as recorded by our chroniclers,
but the date inscribed on his tombstone, ie., 2-6-950/2-9-1543 must be taken
as correct, and it is corroborated by @Q.S., 106. Briggs, III, 377, has wrongly
computed the Hijri date to correspond to 4-9-1543. Now the crisis in the
fomily of Pir-Quli occurred after the death of Amir Hasan and the acces-
sion of Amir Ya‘qab in 882/1478 (Q.S., 30) which resulted in the self-imposed
exile of Allah-Quli and Sultan-Quli, This must have been in the reign of
the Bahmani Sultin Muhammad Shah Lashkari who died on 5-2-887/26-3-1482,
and not in the reign of his successor Shihabu-'td-din Mahmud, as is averred
by @Q.S., 34. This is further corroborated indirectly by Q.S. itself, for it says that

at this time Sultin Quli had reached his youth — W2 5y0ac and if

we consider 85 to be his age at the time of his death he must have been born
about 865/1461 and must have been less than 21 at the time of his coming
and settling down in India. Minorsky in his article referred to in note 4
above, reaches more or less the same conclusion but his argument is based on
different data. He says: “The first journey of Sultin Quli to India appears
to have been motivated by the advent of Aq Qoyunlu Ya'qab (883/1478) and
at that time Sultin Quli was under age. After the rule of thirteen years
Ya'qab died in 89671430 by which time Sultin Quli is said to have reached
the age of twenty. Following this chronology he would have been born about
876, at least sixteen years later than according to the anonymous author.
Should we assume that his uncle Allah Quli returned to Persia on receiving
a false report of Ya'qib's death the discrepency might be reduced to some
ten years, but in any case Sultan Quli was born later than previously
ascumed.” With great respect for Prof. Minorsky I feel that the date of
Sultin Quli's birth, §76 H., is based on a supposition which may, after all, be
wrong,
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and the nephew also had rich and valuable presents with them
which might be utilised to gain favour with the local potentates.

It is related by some of our chroniclers that the party came
to India twice,!? the first journey being to North India. But as
they found the north to be in an unsettled condition they went
back home. If the version of the story is correct it may have been
on the accession of Amir Yaqib that they were finally forced out
of their land. It is, however, certain that when they did come to
the Deccan they found things there better than in almost every
other part of India, for, despite the perennial dakhni-afaqi .
squabbles the major part of Muhammad Shih Lashkari’s reign was
a period of the extension of the Bahmani Empire without and of
comparative peace within!! Allzh-Quli and his nephew were well
received by the king. The Tarikh-i Muhammad Qutb-Shah has
related the episode of the return of Allih-Quli home in the words
of Sultan-Quli himself, and it would be interesting to relate the
story in his own words!%;

“After being at the capital for some time my uncle request-
ed His Majesty to allow us to return home. In the meantime
the news of Sultin Ya‘qib’s death reached Bidar. But the
Sultan would not allow us to return home. When my uncle
persisted the Sultin permitted him to leave but said that I,
Sultin-Quli, should stay on. As my uncle had no time to
mention this to me he begged His Majesty to allow him to give
his reply on the morrow in order that he should know what -
I thought of the proposal. When my uncle broached the sub-
ject to me I told him that I preferred to serve His Majesty
as I felt that it was not possible to face the Ag-Quvinli who
were the despoilers of my race. Moreover I had reached the

10. Both Muzaffar Khafi, Tazkiratu’l-Mulik (henceforward Taz), MSS.
Asafiyah, Tarikh, 134, fol. 134-b, as well as Q.S. say that Sultin-Quli came to
India twice, but Taz. says that went to Northern India the first time while
Q.S. has it that he came to the Deccan on both the occasions. It is not known
when Taz. was compiled, but it brings down history to the death of Aurangzib.
The transcription of the Asafiyah copy was completed on 5-6-1247 H. At
least this transeript is not very reliable as Allah-Quli is named Ah Quli and
Sultan-Quli is called Muhammad-Quli in it.

11. For the general condition of the Bahmani kingdom in the reign of
Muhammad Shih Lashkari see Bahmanis, pp. 298-302.

12. Q.S, 34-35.
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age of twenty’® and felt that I had greater chances of rising
here as it was bravery and prowess which were regarded as
passports for favours in the Deccan. On hearing this my uncle
decided to leave me at Bidar and himself returned home.14

Conditions at Bidar

It would be well here to give a short account of the conditions
prevailing in the Bahmani kingdom towards the end of the fifteenth
century when Sultin-Qull arrived at the capital Muhammadabad-
Bidar. During the greater part of the reign of Muhammad III,
surnamed Lashkari, the government was virtually in the hands of
the dowager Queen Mukhduma-i Jahan Nargis Bégam and after
her in the hands of Khwaja-i Jahan Mahmud Gawan. But with
the death of the Queen about 1472 and the murder of the Khwaja
ten years later the kingdom began to tread its downward path,
and this was further precipitated by the murder of Mahmud
Gawan’s successor in the office of the Prime Minister, Malik Hasan
Nizamu’l-Mulk, in 1486. After the death of Muhammad III exactly

13. This confirms my surmise regarding the probable date of Sultan-
Quli's birth as well as the period of his arrival at Bidar; see n. 9, above.

14. All this goes against the veracity of the episode related by Fer.,
11, 167, that Sultin-Quli got himself enrolied in the corp of the royal slaves
“because Muhammad favoured Turkish slaves.” This as well as many other
stories relating to the history of the Deccan have been copied by Nizamu'd-
din Almad in his Tabaqit-i Akbar-Shdhi, Lucknow, 1875 (henceforward
Tub.) KLafi Khan seems to be more reliable when he says in Munt., III, 368,
that Sultin-Quli “entered the service of the King” on his arrival in the
Deccan. Ma'athir-i ‘Alamgiri, Calcutta, 1925 (henceforward M.A.), 301, calls
“Sultan-Quli Qutbu'l-mulk” a slave of Sultin Mahmid Bahmani, but on the
face of it the statement is incongruous as he could not have remained a slave
after he had been created a noble of the Bahmani kingdom. H.A. p. 11 does
no more than give both the versions and leave the decision to the reader,
I regret that I do not agree with Prof. Siddiqi when he says (Tar Gol, 16) that
in every matter “the histories written at Golkunda” are necessarily more
trustworthy than others; for instance, in the matter of the period of Sultin-
Quli's arrival at Bidar Q.S. is evidently wrong.

Muhammadibid-Bidar, headquarters of the District of that name, Hyd-
erabad State, 17°35° N, 77°32" E.

(Longitudes and latitudes of different towns and villages mentioned have
Leen taken from the Imperial Gazetteer of India, 1908, or from the District
Guazetteers of Madras and Bombay. In case they did not contain the exact
geographical position of a place it has been computed from the Survey of
India Maps of the scale 2 miles to an inch or from the Survey of India Dist-
rict Maps of the scale 8 miles to an inch).
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one lunar year after Mahmiid Gawian’s death there was an uiter
lack of leadership and want of loyalty to the State, and the dakhni-
afaqi quarrels which had marred the very face of the kingdom
were causing the political and even the military structure to dis-
integrate. There is no doubt that there were men of outstanding
ability in the Deccan, but each of them was spending his energy
in trying to get control of the monarch, and as all of them could
not severally control the centre at the same time they began to
carve out autonomous-prineipalities for themselves leaving the Sul-
tin under the tutelage of Malik Qasim Barid the Turk who thus
became the self-appointed Prime Minister of the kingdom. But the
tradition of a centre was too deep-rooted to be shaken off easily,
and while Qasim did not dare to dethrone his ward the governors
of far-flung provinces like Yusuf ‘Adil of Bijipar. Ahmad Niza-
mu'l-mulk of Ahmadnagar and Fathu’lldh ‘Imadu’-mulk of Berar
never declared their complete independence of the centre till the
very end of the monarchy.!®

Sultan-Quli’s Rise to Power

The story of the rise of Sultan-Quli at Muhammadabad-Bidar
as related by Tarikhi Muhammad Qutb Shah seems too naive to
be believed. It is related that once the king went on a hunting
expedition accompanied by many nobles and a large entourage.
Although there was plenty of game at hand still those who were
nearest to the king did not bag as much game as the king would
have liked. On the other hand Sultin-Quli was very successful,
and the king was mightily pleased with him. When the cavalcade
returned to the capital he made a present of one hundred and
fifty Arab, Turkish and ‘Iraqi horses with golden saddles and reins
to Sultdn-Quli and further granted him the title of Khawas Khan
and the jagir of Kurangal for his expenses.1¢ -

We are aware that Sultin-Quli was known as Khawas Khin
Hamadani some time before he became Qutbu’l-Mulk; but however

15. For the so-called independence of Governors, sece Bahmanis, p. 390
and Sherwani, Independence of Bahmani Governors, Proceedings, LHC., 1945:
p. 15). Qasim Barid is called a Turk by Syed ‘Ali Tabataba in his Burhan-i-
Mo’dathir, Hyderabad, 1936 (henceforward Bur.), while Fer. II, 176 calls him
a Circassian. .

16. Q.S., 37. Taz, fol. 135-a, says that the title was granted to him on
2-6-892,/25-5-1486.

Kurangal, headquarter of a taluga, Mahbibnagar District; Hyderabad
State, 17° 7" N., 77°38' E.
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prone to eccentric behaviour the Bahmani Sultan might have been
it seems improbable that he should have raised the dignity of the
ifaqi to such an extent and made such costly presents to him on
the basis merely of a day’s shikdr. What is more likely is that
this rise in the estimation of Shibabu’ddin Mahmtud was gradual
and the honours that he received were the cumulative effect of a
number of episodes which the chronicle above-mentioned has
bracketed together as the result of a single day’s adventure,

Ferishta recounts the story of Sultin-Quli’s rise in a different
way and with a certain romantic touch about it.17 He makes him
a slave of the Sultin, and as such he would be in close touch with
the ladies of royal household. He was honest, trustworthy and
well-versed in mathematics, and as such his services were in great
demand on the part of the ladies who entrusted him with their
money matters and accounts, Conditions in the kingdom had dete-
riorated considerably;1® not only was it difficult to collect taxes
from far-flung provinces but highways were infested with thieves
and dacoits and there was neither any security of life or property
to the traveller. The centre of these disturbances was Tilingana,
and the king proposed to send a possé of three or four thousand
troops to put down the recalcitrant elements there. On get-
ting to know the intentions of the king, Sultan-Quli petitioned
him ‘“through a lady of the royal household” that His Majesty
might be pleased to allow him to lead the expedition. His peti-
tion was granted and he was able to rid the country of thieves and
marauders to the complete satisfaction of the king. This
raised him very high in the estimation of Shihabu’d-din Mahmud
and he was showered with many marks of royal favour.!®

17. Fer. II, 163

18. Fer. does not mention the name of the king in whose reign this dete-
rioration took place, but we presume it was in the reign of Shihibu’'d-din
Mabhmad.

19. Fer., 11, 167, says that it was on this occasion that the King granted

him the title of Qutbul-mulk. Bui we are aware (Bur. 150) that there was
another Qutbul-mulk who was governor of Tilangina and who was alive
il 8981433 when he was killed in the battle off Jimkhandi against Bahadur
Gilani. Thus it could only be after this that the title was granted to Sultan-
Quli. Prof. Siddigi first follows Fer, (Tar. Gol, 20) and then, without any
comment, on the very next page, says that the title was granted after the
battle of Jamkhandi. He does not mention Bur. at all,
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The first definite date we come across in the life of Sultdn-
Quli in India is 21-11-892/8-12-1487, when he prominently men-
tioned as one of those afiqis who saved Sultin Mahmid from the
danger which beset him at the hands of the rebellious dakhnis.
The King, who was a man of weak intellect, went out that day on
picnic to Bagh-i Dilkusha without being aware of the great dis-
content caused among a section of the population by the recent
murder of Malik Hasan Nizimu'l-Mulk in which he was himself
said to be implicated. As a matter of fact a conspiracy to put an
end to the life of the Sultin himself was on foot, and now the
conspirators took advantage of his absence to accomplish their
object. When he returned from the outing he found that there
was hardly any noble present to receive him and pay respect to
him at the Palace. He, however, paid no heed to this and engaged
himself in drinking bouts attended by such 3faqis as ‘Aziz Khan
Turk, Hasan ‘Ali Khan Sabzwari and Syed Mirza Mashhadi accom-
panied by a host of pretty girls.?® All of a sudden a thousand men
led by dakhni and habashi sardars entered the fort and locked it
from inside so that it might be impossible for those outside to
enter the palace and protect the royal person.?® It so happened
that that Khawas Khan (Sultan-Quli) was present with a few
armed gharibs or &afiqis near the King. There was a free
fight between these gharibs and the dakhni rebels, and when the
King seemed to give way Khawis Khin induced him to persevere
and not to lose heart? The royal attendants were done to death
by the rebels and the Sultan had to fly to Shah Burj in the Fort
where the battle continued between Khawis Khin's men and the
rebels. In the meantime the news of the revolt spread through-
out the city and Jahangir Khan, Farhad Khin, Qasim Barid, Shér
Khan Ardistani, Kishwar Khin and others arrived with a detach-
ment of soldiers twelve thousand strong, and scaling the battle-
ment near Shdh Burj by means of rope ladders, defeated the rebels
in a hand to hand scuffle and forced them to fly to Nagina Mahal.®

20. Bur., 137-141; Fer, I, 365; Bahmanis, 365. Syed Mirza is called
Mashhadi by Fer, but Badauni, Muntelkhaby’tawidrikh, (henceforward
Munt,)22 says that he was a Khurasani.

21. Fer, 1, 365. .

22. Q.5, 37. On 2Ist Zil-qa-‘da the moon would rise at Bidar at
2558 hours,

23. Munt., IIT, 120. The palace on the Shih Burj still exists and at pre-
sent houses the district treasury.

J. 2
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The capital itself was the scene of a bloody carnage which lasted
through the earlier part of the night, and it was only when the
moon rose at midnight that the killing of the dakhnis and
afaqis came to an end. When morning came it was found that the
King’s party, i.e., the afaqis or gharibs, had full control of the
situation. The Sultdn was hard on the dakhnis and ordered that
in future the walls and battlements of the Fort should be guarded
only by gharibs under the command of Khawas Khan, Jahangir
Khan and Hasan Khwaja-i Jahén, men who had saved the life of
the King in such a crisis. This was another feather in the cap of
Sultin-Quli Khawas Khan who rose further in the estimation of
the King and was showered further titles and honours.?*

The next episode worth noting in the life of the founder of
the State of Tilangania was his success in the campaign against
Bahadur Gilani the thdnédar of Goa. This ‘island’, as our chroni-
clers call it, was part of the Governorate of Bijapur and was under
the jurisdiction of Nizimu’d-din Gilani when Mahmad Gawan held
charge of the province. On Gawan’s murder in 887/1482 Niza-
mu’d-din continued to be the district officer of Goa. When Niza-
mu’d-din died in 286/1491,%% the intrepid kotwal, perceiving the
weakness of the central government of Bidar and dissensions at
the Court, managed to take possession of the whole of Konkan
coastline right up to Dahul, occupying Kolhipir, Kalhar, Pan-
hiala, Belgam, and other forts in what is now called the Southern
Maratha country., He even went further and harassed the land
as far as Chaul, sent one of his subordinate officers, Yagut Habashi
with twenty war boats® as far north as Mahaim which belonged

24. Q.. says on p. 39 that the title Qutbu'l-mulk was granted to Khawas
Khin on this occasion. This is, however, evidently wrong for reasons given
in note 19 above,

25. Tab., 433. Goa, capital of Portuguese India; 15° 30'N., 77° 57" E,

26. Thus in Fer., I, 368; Tab., 432, has 20 ships. There had been peace
between the Deccan and Gujarat since the days of Shihabu'-din Ahmad I; see
Bcechmanis, p. 208.

Kolhipiir, headquarters of a district, Bombay State; 16° 49’ N, 74° 11" E,

Xalhar or Karhad, headquarter of a taluqa in the Satira district, Bombay
State; 16° 42" N, 74° 10" E,

Panhala, fort on the spin of a chain of hills in the Bombay State; 15° 51
N, 74° 31" E.

Chaul, in the ‘Alibagh taluga of the Qulabah district, Bombay State;
18° 3¢ N, 73° 5 E.
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to the kingdom of Gujarat, and‘'sank twenty-five Gujarati ships
with all the merchandise on board.#

Hearing this the Sultan of Gujarat, Mahmiid Bégad3, sent an
expedition under Malik Sarang Khin Qiwamu’l-mulk to punish
Bahadur for having vioclated Gujarati territory and for putting the
kingdom to so much loss. Malik Sarang Khin, however, could not
proceed further than Agashi and Bassein for beyond these places
lay Bahmani territory, and considering the happy relations which
had subsisted between the two neighbouring sultinates for decades
the Sultan of Gujarat was loath to encroach on it. He therefore
sent Hashim Tabrizi with an autograph letter addressed to the
Bahmani monarch in which he complained that Bahiddur had
caused much depradation on the Gujarati coast and appealed to
Shihabu’d-din Mahmiid in the name of the old friendship between
the two countries to put an end to the rebellion.?

Mahmiid now became suddenly alive to the necessity of sup-
pressing the activities of a rebel like Bahadur and sent word to
all the tarafddrs or governors of different provinces, i.e., Yasuf
‘Adil, ‘Imadu’l-mulk and Nizdmu'l-mulk to send their forces im-
mediately, and himself, accompanied by Sultin-Quli Khawas
Khin and a large army, proceeded to Bijapiir where he was
received right royally by Yasuf ‘Adil. The King now sent an
ultimatum to Bahadur ordering him to lay down his arms, release
the officers captured by him and give up the Gujarati ships which
he had taken into his custody. As no answer was forthcoming he
summoned Qutbu'l-mulk dakhni, governor of Tilangdna to join
forces with Bahadur. In the battle which ensued Qutbu’l-rmulk
was killed and the Sultdn thereupon conferred the vacant title on
Khawas Khin who is known in history by his new title Qutbu’l-
mulk. With the new Qutbu'l-mulk in command the royal

27. Mahdim, modern Méhim, now a suburb of Bombay, was originally
an island with Mahim river in the north, the sea to the west and salt pans
to the east and the south; sece Burnell, Bombay in the days of Queen Anne,
Takluyt Society, 1953, map opposite p. 90; position, 18° 53 N., 72° 54’ E.

Agashi, fort in the Bassein taluga, Thana district, Bombay State; 19° 28’
N, 72" 47 E.

Bassein, headquarters of the taluqa of that name, Thana district, Bombay
Siste; 19° 20’ N, 72° 49 E.

28. The actual letter is reproduced in Bur, 147 and Q.S., 41, with slight
variations. Ilahmad Bégada, Suitin of Gujarat, 1438-1511.
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army gained a series of victories against Bahadur, for the
rebels were driven out of Jamkhandi while Mankhér was taken
by the King in person.?® There seems to have been a hitch at
Mubirakabad-Miraj where Pota Nayak, who was evidently one
of Bahadur’s partisans, opposed the royal army with 5,000 horses
and 100,000 foot soldiers. Qutbu’l-mulk was here faced by one
of the most valiant of the leaders of the opposing forces, namely
Pota’s son Déva Nayak. But the day proved to be auspicious,
for the Sultan’s cause, for Deva was struck by Qutbu’l-mulk and
fell dead on the battlefield, followed by a general stampede of his
army. When Pota saw that the game was up he sent his envoys
to the royal camp in order to beg the Sultin’s pardon which was
granted forthwith3® The Sultin now entered Miraj in triumph
and was so pleased with what Qutbu'l-mulk had done that he
issued orders that he should be raised above all the nobles and
maliks of the kingdom.3!

Qutbu'l-mulk now made Miraj the centre of his activities and
again turned towards Bahddur. He harassed the rebels so much
that he was forced to send a message to the king on 20-7-898/7-5-493
that he now desired to lay down his arms32 On the receipt of
this good news the King was doukly pleased as on that very day

29. Bur, 150. It is mentioned here that Sultin-Quli was granted the
title of Qutbul-mulk and the jagir of Kotgir, Durgl and other places in the
neighbourhood were granted to him.

Bijapur, headquarters of a district, Bombay State; 16° 49 N., 75° 43’ E.

Jamkhandi, headquarters of a District, Bombay State; 16° 30° N,, 75° 72' E.

Malkhér, on the Kagna river, Gulbarga District, Hyderabad State; 17° 12’
N, 77°9 E.

Miraj, renamed Mubarakabad, headquarters of a district, Bombay State;
16°49 N, 74° 71" E.

Kotgir, Nizamabid district, Hyderabad State, 4 miles east of the Manjira;
17° 35 N, 73°10’ E.

30. For details of the DMiraj campaign see Q.S., 40 & 41. Death of Deva
Nayak, HA,, 22.

31. Q.S., 41. This seems an exaggeration. Fer. II, 176 seems more cor=
rect when he says that he was raisced above the jagirdars of Tilangana.

32, Thus in Fer, I, 368. Tab, has 25.7.889°18.1492, The name of thz
envoy as given in Tab,, 434 is Khwaja Ni ‘matu’llah Tabrizi, while Bur,, 149
czlls him Bona, evidently a Hindu chief. After Bahadur's defeat and death
Bona is said to have been received in the royal presence and honoured for
his bravery. The date is definitely correct as on that date a son, the future
Ahmad IV was born to the King.
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a son was born to him, it was perhaps due to this auspicious occa-
sion that the terms offered to Bahddur were very lenient. Bahi-
dur quite wrongly thought that this was due to some weakness
on the part of the Sultin, and he now revoked all thought of
making obeisance to him.

Mahmiid now marched out of Miraj, captured Kalhar and
forced Bahadur’s representative at Dabul to pay him the homage
that was due. The scene now shifts to Panhala which had been cap-
tured by the, royal army and which Bahddur now attempted to
recapture. The Sultin ordered Qutbu’l-mulk to prevent Bahi-
dur from reaching the citadel. The rebel met the general with
a force “consisting of 2,000 Gilani, Mazendrani and Khurasini
horses” and 15,000 foot soldiers. It was in this battle fought before
Panhala on 5-2-900/5-11-1494 that Bahadur was killed.3

Qutb’l-mulk, Tarafdar of Tilangana.

It has been mentioned already that Shihdbu-d-din Mahmud’s
reign saw the disintegration of the State leading to the progressive
autonomy of provincial governors, while the Sultan himself
became a virtual prisoner in his own palace, always guarded by
Qasim Barid. When the Sultin returned to Bidar from his western
campaign he was so pleased with Qutbu’l-mulk’s strategy that he
granted the title of Amirul'l-Umard and passed orders that he
should be made the tarafddr of Tilanganid and the great fort of
Golkunda be added to his already extensive jagirs.® Qasim

33. Date in Bur., 133. Dabul, renamed Mustefibid, fort in Ratnagiri Dist-
rict, Bombay State; 17° 35 N., 73° 10’ E.

34. Fer, II, 176. Prof. Siddigi says (Tar. Col., 27; article on The Qutb
Shahs in the Journal of Dakkan History and Culture, II, No. 2, p. 191, that
Golkunda is called Mangalwaram in the inscription on Néknam Khan'’s grave
in the royal cemetry near the Fort. This inscription is reproduced in the
Epigraphia Indo-Doslemica (henceforward E.LM.), 1915-16, p. 38 and trans-
lited into English on p. 39, as well as in A. A. Bilgrami’s Ma'dthir-i-Dakan,
Hyderabad, pp. 117-18, and I find no reference to the identification of Gol-
kunda with Mangalawaram in either of these. All that transpires from the
inscription is that the revenues of “the village of Mangalawiram in the divi-
sion of Janwal (or Janwarah), properly known as Hasanabad, are endowed
for the Ncknam Khian's tomb.” It is unthinkable that Golkunda should be
cailled Mangalawiram and be regarded as merely a village in 1084/1673,
which is the year of the inscription referred to. As a matter of fact Man-
galawaram is the name of two villages, Peddd (Great) Mangalawiram and
Chinnd (Little) Mangalawaram, the first being 10 miles from Golkunda, posi-
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Barid, on the other hand, had made many enemies at the Court
who poisoned the King’s ears by telling him how dangerous he
was and that what he intended was that he should revolt against
the authority of the Sultan and perhaps sit on the throne himself.
The King, weak as he was, now sent secret word to Yasuf ‘Adil,
Nizamu-l-mulk and Qutbu'l-mulk who went and besieged
Qasim’s jagir town of Ausa3’ The siege went on for a whole
month, and when matters had become acute for Qéasim he begged
the royal pardon which was granted, and the provincial governors
were now ordered to go back to their charges. It was, however,
agreed that they should keep contact with the Sultdn by present-
ing themselves at the capital at least once every year. Mahmid
was greatly pleased with Qutbu’l-mulk’s response and increased
the forces under his command by eight thousand men.3®

Vijayanagar

On the southern frontier the Bahmanis were face to face with
the kingdom of Vijayanagar. The southern State had then a boy
on the throne® but he had a strong minister, Narasa Nayaka,

tion 17°20 N, 78°16' E. the latter being 13 miles from the citadel, at
i7°23' N, 78° 14" E. !

Date of the assumption of the office of the tarafdar of Tilangina by
Qutbu’l-mulk, 931/1496.

Golkunda fort, six miles from Hyderabad City, 17° 23’ N, 78° 24’ E.

35. Thus in Bur., 138; @Q.S., 43 says that they came of their own accord.

Ausa, headquarters of a taluqa, ‘Usmaniabid district, Hyderabad State;
18°16' N., 75° 27 E.

36. Q.S., 44-45.

37. The name of the ruler is variously given as Immadi Narasimha,
(N. & V., I, 150 fI.), Timr3aj (Fer., II, 6) and Tamardo (Nuniz, in Sewell, 309).
N. & V. agree to the identification and even say (I, 154) that he was young
at the time of his enthronement; but they also say that Fer. considers Timraj
to be the de facto ruler, as it was Narasa Nayaka who had the real reins of
government in his hands. I am afraid 1 have not been able to verify this
statement from Fer, They also feel that “it is hazardous to attempt to dis-
credit the evidence of Nuniz by citing Ferishta,” (N. & V. 1, 154 n.) At lcast
in the matter of the name and age of the ruler Fer. and Nuniz are in full
agreement.

Immadi Narasimha or Timmaéariva reigned from 1492 to about 1505, al-
thouch he was under the tutelage of Narasa Nayaka up to 15303 and then of
his son Vira Narasimha up to the end of his reign. N. & V., I, 178, say that
Immadi Narasimha rcigned for “nearly 14 years”, but on the very next page
his successor is said to begin his reign in 1303, so there is a difference in ihe
colculation at Jeast of one year.
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who took advantage of the civil turmoil at the Bahmani court, and
responding to the traitorous invitation extended to him by Qasim
Barid, advanced right into the Raichiir dodbh. The government at
Bidar was so incompetent that it was not at all difficult for the
Vijayanagari forces to reduce the two key fortresses of Raichir

-and Mudgal. Yisuf ‘Adil, for whom this was like a stab in the

back, first marched on Bidar, defeated the traitor and then
went in full force against the army of the southern kingdom. He
fought a pitched battle on a Monday in Rajab, 898/April 1493 and
captured both the forts in one stroke,38

This unfortunate piece of territory, however, seems to have
changed possession several times, coming now under the sway of
the Bahmanis and then passing under Vijayanagar. About 909/
1503 there was a kind of lull among the large fief-holders, and
the Sultan had the courage to demand the so-called arrears of
tribute from the southern kingdom and almost simultaneously to
lead the army southwards. He moved on to the village of Arki
where he was joined on by Qutbu’l-mulk with ten thousand foot-
lancers, three thousand horses and fifty elephants. Yisuf ‘Adil
and Fathu’lldh ‘Imadu’l-mulk also joined in due course with large
armies. When all was ready, ‘Ainu’l-mulk, who commanded a
part of the royal contingent, was ordered to wheel round by way
of Kalhar and Kolhapur towards Vijayanagar with five thousand
horses, five thousand foot soldiers and eighty elephaats. The
Sultdn took over the command of the large army himself and laid
seige to Raichur which was soon reduced. Hemmed in on all sides
and hopeless of the outcome of the contest, the Riya offered to
pay in the tribute to the Sultin and relinquished the possession of
Raichiir and Mudgal which were granted to Yisuf ‘Adil by the
Sultin® ‘

Bahmani arms were no successful in the east. Not very long
after Mahmid’s accession, in 890/1485, Saliva Narasimha, who
had usurped the throne of Vijayanagar, ordered his general,

38. Fer, I, 6. The actual date is not mentioned. For reasons best known
to N. & A. Ferishta's rather pointed testimony is brushed aside in 1, 154, and
even the fact of the battle is doubted by the learned authors.

Raichiir, headquarter of a district, Hyderabad State; 16° 12’ N., 77° 25’ E.

Mudaal. fort in the Lingsugir taluga of the Raichlr district, Hyderabad
State; 16° 01’ N., 75°47' E.

29. Q.S., 45.



276 JOURNAL OF INDIAN HISTORY

Iswara Nayaka, to march against the Bahmani camp at Kondu-
ktr where he completely routed the Deccan army and then
marched right into Orissan territory without meeting any resis-
tance on the part of the Bahmanis4® But he met a stiff opposi~
tion on the part of the Gajapati of Orissa, for we find Purushotam
overrunning the whole of the Godavari-Krishna doab right up to
Vijayawada in 14884

)\Qésim Barid’s conduct in the campaign against Vijayanagar
had been by no means praiseworthy, and he seems to have been
degraded and made to retire to Ausa. In his absence the office
of the Prime Minister was handed over to Khan-i-Jahan, When,
however, Qdsim heard that the Sultdin had returned from the
south he also hurried to Muhammadabad-Bidar where he arrived
on 9-12-509/24-4-1504, and as he found that those in charge of
the Fort would not open its gates for him he challenged the authe-
rity of the officers of the royal army and besieged the citadel.
Underhand methods had to be employed and the fort was at last
cntered by promises of money to those who were in charge. The
first thing which Qasim did on his entry was to make short work
of Khian-i-ahan whom he got murdered, and then he forced the
Sultdn to reappoint him Prime Minister. The large fief-holders
naturally did not like the traitor to be at the helm of affairs again
nor did they want the Sultin to become powerless. Majlis-i-Rafi*
“Yusuf ‘Adil therefore wrote to Qutbul-mulk to join hands with
him to release the Sultan from Barid’s clutches. They were join-
ed, as usual, by Fathu'llah ‘Imadu’l-mulk and Dastir-Dindr. The
fort had to undergo a siege again as Qasim had, by then, got full
control of the royal forces, It was an irony of fate that the Sultan
was now brought out of his palace to rommand his army against
the very persons who had come to rescue him from the illegal
clutches of his self-appointed Prime Minister. Qutbul-mulk now
detached his forces from the main army besieging the fort and
attacked Qasim Barid singly. It was not long before the tables

40. S. K. Alvangar, Sources of Viiayanagara History (henceforward
Sources), 9, 88, 108, where the Teluzu poems, Varahapurdnam and Parijita-
paranhdnamu are quoted in evidence.

Kondukur, in the Nellore District, Andhra State; 15° 12" N,, 79° 57" E.

41. Banerji, History of Orissa, 1, 318.

Vijewawida, laree Railway centre on the Eastern Railway, headquarters
of the Krishna district, Andhra State; 16° 31" N, 80° 37" E.
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were turned. Haidar Khin, whe was sar-naubat in Qdsim’s army,
was killed and Qasim himself was forced to fly, The nobles who
had come to the rescue of the King now saw that their work had
been accomplished, and in order to remove any misunderstand-
ing which might have been created in his mind by their fighting
against the royal army which was commanded by the King in
person, they protested their loyalty to him and asked permission
to return to their charges. The Suliin was again greatly pleased
with Qutbu’l-mulk’s strategy and presented him with priceless
jewels, costly robes of state and fine horses.#?

Quibu'l-mulk and Yisuf ‘Adil

Qutbu'l~mulk had won the estimation of the Sultdn for his
success in every campaign that he had undertaken at his com-
mand, and it was well known that there was no one who was
more loyal to the person of the King than the governor of Tilan-
gina., It appears that ever since Jamadi I, 908/November, 1502,
when Yiasuf ‘Adil had ordained that the Shi‘i form of the call to
prayer should be adopted and Shi't Khutba read in the Jiim’
‘Masjid at Bijapiar on Friday, 6-12-908/2-6-1503,% the relations
between Sultan Mahmid and himself were not of the happiest,
and this feeling led to a want in the Sultan’s confidence in Yusuf,
who had evidently taken possession of certain towns without the
Sultin’s permission. Mahmid began to think that Yusuf had
become disloyal to the sovereign and wanted to teach him a

42. Q.S, 46; Bur., 138-59; Munt,, HI, 129. Qisim Barid's traitorous con=
duct is mentioned in Ibrihim Zubairl’s Basitinu's-Salitin (henceforward
Basatin) 17 .

43. Basatin, 20, says that this occurred on “a Friday in Jamidi I, 908"
which corresponds to October~-November, 1302, Fer, II, 11 does not give any
definite date but simply says that the change occurred in 808. Munt., 125, says
that the azin and the khutbah were modified on “a Friday in Zi'l-Hijjah, 908.”
I am personally inclined to agree with Munt. and think that the change in all
likelthood would have been effected on the first Friday ol the auspicious
month of Zi'l-Hijjah five days before the great festival of Baqr'id which fell on
Tuesday, the 10th. of the month, while Friday immediately before that date
fell on 2-6-1503. It may be noted herc that till then neither Nizamul-muik
nor Qutbu’l-mulk had declared their Shiism, for while the former declared it
to be the true religion in 1337 (Cambridge History of India, henceforward CH.I,
I, 440), the latter declared it to be the state religion only after Mahmad
Shih's death (Q.S., 52), although his ancestors definitely belonged to that
persuation,

J.3
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lesson.%* He therefore sent urgent messages to Qutbu’l-mulk in

910/1505 to go and punish the tarafdar of Bijapir. Summons
were also sent, as usual, to ‘Imadu’l-mulk of Berar, but he did not
respond to them. Although a Shi‘sh himself Qutbu’l-mulk imme-
diately proceeded to Bidar where he was invested with the com-
mand of the royal forces and ordered to proceed against Yisuf.4s
The two armies came face to face at Kovilkunda to which Yusuf
had evidently advanced. Seeing that it was not possible to face
such a strong force with any hope or success, Yasuf agreed to
enter into parleys direct with Qutbul-mulk. A kind of peace
conference was thereupon held in which Yasuf poured out his
heart to Qutbu’l-mulk and told him the reason why he was regard-
ed a suspect at the capital. He said that persons in high authority
there were jealous of the afaqis and did not like any one of them
to rise.®® It was therefore most unbecoming that they should fight
against each other, and what they should do instead was to join
hands to put down thieves and marauders and to work for the

progress of the State and good of their sovereign *—a\y, This

statement of policy must have impressed the sagacious Qutbu’l-
mulk and he readily agreed to withdraw, By the treaty entered
into Yusuf evacuated the country round Kévilkundd but retain-
ed the rest of his dominion without any fear of molestation.47

44,
i AN TRV Q.S., 47. Taking possession of certain towns by Yasuf

has been inferred from what follows the conference between him and Qutbu’l-
mulk, for which see below.

45. QS, 48. Tuh, 18 b. Kovilkunda in Mahbabnagar district, Hydera-
bad State; 160° 48’ N, 77°47" E.

46. It may be noted here that while Qasim Barid was himself of Turkish
origin he was opposed by all the powerful elements of the State, whether
dukhni or afaqi. The old demarcation based on race, and perhaps also re-
ligion, was rapidly giving place to a tug of war based almost purely on per-
sonal ambition, and this proved to be the bane of the Bahmani kingdom
towards its close. See Bahmanis, pp. 360-61,

47. Details in Tuh, 19b. It is stated there that the kingdom was divided
between Nizimu'l-mulk, ‘Adil Khin, ‘Imadul-mulk and Qutbu’l-mulk and
the title of Qutbull-mulk was granted to Sultan-Quli and Majlis~i Rafi to
‘Adil Khan after this. This, of course, is not correct. The provinces or atrif
were already in possession of at least the first three of them even in the
time of Muhammad Shah Lashkari, and, as has been noted above, the title
of Qutbu'l-mulk was granted to Sultan-Quli Xhawas Khan as far back as
898,'1493 after the death the tarafdar of Tilangana, Qutbu’l-mulk dakhni in tha
battle of Panhala azainst Bahidur Gilini on 5-2-9005-11-1494,
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Battle of Deoni and fall of Raichur.

Probably the last effort made by a Bahmani Sultdn to win
back the Raichtr dodb from Vijayanagar was made in Sha‘ban
923/September 15174 In that month Mahmad sent messengers

48, Déoni, in the Bidar district Hyderabad State about 36 miles N.W, of
Bidar town, 10° 1% N., 77° 5 E. The Déoni campaign has been variously dated

in our authorities. Briggs, III, 350 has translated ,(_, S of QS., 49 as

“on the following year” which it literally means, and as the previous passage
]

clearly stated <2 320 st (‘towards the end of 910 ) for a cer-

tain fact, Briggs thinks that the battle took place in 911 H. But loosely it may
well mean “another year” not particularly “the following year”. Now Bur,
163 clearly states that the battle took place in Sha‘'ban 923/-September 1517,
and that it was shortly after an accident at the battle that Mahmad Shah
Eahmani met his death. Thus there was an interval of sixteen months be-
tween the accident and his death, which occurred on 24-12-924/27-12-1518.
N. &V, 1, 190-92, discuss the date of the campaign at length, and stress its
being “jihad” so much so that they use that epithet eight times in a page and
a half! They disbelieve Burhan's 923 as they consider it “too late” for “at
that time Krishnaraya could not have opposed the combined might of the Bah-
mani Kingdom. . . since his armies were still involved in the Kalinga war.”
But they seem to ignore the fact that while the great Riya had already been
on the throne at least for eight years in 1517 he must have increased his
power to strike on two fronts during the period, specially as the Bahmani
arms were already declining due to personal dissensions of the leaders, and
the consequent disintegration was fast setting in. They also call Q.S.’s 911
to be “palpably false” and say that the author “dislocates the events from
their chronological setting to show that Quli Quthu’l-Mulk (sic.) ... remained
Icyal to the Sultan till his death which he refers to 912 H” Another argu-
ment levelled against Q.S.s date is the supposed presence of Malik Ahmad
Nizamu'l-mulk in the battle as he was already dead in 917-1512. But it is
nowhere mentioned that Malik Ahmad took part in the battle, and all that is
mentioned is that “Nizamu'l-mulk Bahri” was one of the nobles summoned
by the Sulian, and he may well have been Burhin, the successor of Malik
Ahmad. There is no doubt that Q.S, makes a mistake in putting down
Mahmud Shah’s death on 24-12-912 while it actually occurred on 24-12-924
after a reign of 36 years, 10 months and 20 days. 912 may well be the calli-
graphist’s mistake, especially as 37 years’ period of his reign mentioned by
Q.S., himself roughly tallies with the period between Muhammad III's death
on 5-2-887 and Mahmud’s death on 24-12-924. N. & V., argues from the Hampi
inscription of 28-1-1510 that the battle must have taken place “some time
before this date” (I, 191). But there is absolutely no mention of any cir-
cumstance connected with the Déoni campaign in the Hampi inscription re-
ferred to, the translation of which is given in N. & V., III, 98, and the reference
in the inscription may well be to another campaign.

Under these circumstances 1 felt that Burhin’s date (p. 166) viz., Sha'bin,
§22/September, 1517 is correct.
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to all the governors and fief-holders to send their forces to the
capital. Accordingly Nizamull-mulk, Isma‘il ‘Adil (who had
succeeded his father Yasuf in 1510) Dastir Dirar and Qutbu’l-
mulk sent their forces, but it is said that the number of soldiers
sent by Qutbul-mulk exceeded all previous records, and this
shows how much he desired that the Bahmani State should remain
strong and not fall a prey to disintegrating tendencies. It is rela-
ted in Krishra-Raya-Vijayam by Kumar Dhurajti that this army
consisted of on lakh Bundelas, one lakh Pendars, one lakh
Muslims and a thousand elephants. This large army marched
towards Vijayanagar, ostensibly to wrest the arrears of the so-
called tribute from the Southern Kingdom. But the Bahmani
forces were stopped at Dedni by Krishna Déva Raya’s army and
were hemmed in on two sides by a far superior force consisting
of six lakhs footsoldiers, six thousand and six hundred horses and
two thousand elephants#® A hand to hand struggle ensued in
which the Bahmani Sultdn himself took part. He was thrown down
from his steed and being severely wounded, had to be carried away
in a palanquin to the tent of Mirza Lutfu’llah, the son of Shih
Muhibbu'llah, who was closely related to the royal House. This
was the signal for the Bahmani army to retreat homewards.
Unfortunately the severe wounds sustained by the Sultdn grew
worse and worse and he finally succumbed to them on 24-12-924/
27-12-1518 .50

43. Q.S, 49, makes another mistake that Qasim Barid continued to be
Prime Minister at Bidar even after the battle of D&oni. This, of course, is
wrong, as he died in 910-1505 and was succeeded by his son Amir Barid who
was the virtual ruler at Bidar up to 1542. Sce Briggs, III, 436. For the num-
ber of opposing forces, see Sources, 131.

50. See note 48, above. Bur., 166, while giving the date of his death, says
that he was barely 47 years and 2 months at the time and had reigned for
37 years and 2 months; Fer., I, 8, 374 says that the Sultin died after reigning
for 37 years and 20 days, while Q.S., 49 says that he died at the age of 41
after reigning for 37 years. Now his father Muhammad III died definitely on
5-2-887, and counting from there to 24-12-924, the date of Mahmud’s death,
it makes the reign last 36 years, 10 months and 20 days. Fer, I, 350, says that
Mahmid was born in 87571471, so the calculation of 47 years is perfectly
correct. Sewell, 106, is obviously wrong in putting down 18-12-1517 as the
date of the Sultin's death as it occurred on 24-12-923/27-12-1518.

There is a curious statement in Padya Bdlabhasavatam, Mac. MSS., 14-1-34,
entitled Rdmaraju Timmd, in which Timma3 is said to have “granted the Mus-
sulman (chief or king) Muhammad, his life, scattered the army of the Gaja-
pati, to whom he put to flight”. Arguing from this rather cryptic statement,
contained in N. & V., 94, the learned compilers of Further Sources argue that
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The Declaration of Independence

We must try here to unravel a problem which has withstood solu-
tion so far, and it is the question whether Qutbu’l-mulk declared
his independence after Mahmud Shah’s death. Ferishta's asser-
tion that he declared independence in 918/1512 has been conclu-
sively proved to be incorrect by the decipherment of the inscrip-
tion over the mihrab of the Jimi‘ Masjid outside the Fath Darwaza
of the Golkunda Fort. This inscription records that the mosque
was constructed “during the reign of Mahmiud Shah, son of
Muhammad Shah al-Bahmani”5! This has led certain eminent
historians merely to advance the date of Qutbu'l-mulk’s “declara-
tion” of independence from 1512 to 1518, the year of Mahmud
Shih’s death.52 But it is rather significant that there is no desecrip-
tion of the formal assumption of the royal title in any of our chro-
nicles, besides mere passing references such as that by Ferishta,
and even the Tarikh Muhammad Qutb Shah has only a bald state-
ment that Sultan-Quli also enthroned himself. On the other hand
the same work is quite explicit that

“he was content with what the His late Majesty (may his
abode be in Paradise) had granted to him, and contrary to
what other rulers (‘saldtin’) of the Deccan, he continued to
prove by his deeds that he was ever faithful and never cast

his eyes towards the lands owned directly by the Bahmani
Sultan,”s3

Shihabw'd-din Mahmid was “rescued from the jaws of death, perhaps, by
Ramaraja Timma, one of Krsnardya's officers”, although this is not vouch-~
safed by any other authority.

51. Fer, 1, 168; Briggs, III, 323. This has led many eminent historians
such as the late Sir Wolseley Haig to date the so-called “declaration” in 1512;
C.H.IL, IIl, 430; Historical Landmarks of the Deccan, 3. The question was
tackled for the first time by Dr. G. Yazdani in his well-reasoned out article
entitled The Date of Sultan Quli Qutbul Mulk's assuming the Title of the
King, in the Journal of the Hyderabad Archaeological Society, 1918, p. 89. At
the end of the article the author says that “it cannot possibly be inferred
that Sultan Quli declared his independence earlier than 924" But he stops
here and assumes that the independence was declared in 824 H. For the
complete inscription see Epigraphia Indo-Moslemica (henceforward EIM.),
1913-14, p. 48.

52. Thus Siddiqi, Tar. Gol, p. 25. Prof. Siddiqgi seems to have some

deubt in his mind, for he says that this year 92471518, “may be regarded as the
year of the declaration.”

53. Q.S, 49, 51.
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Briggs, who has translated extracts from the Tarikh-i Muham-
Qutb Shah, gives a short description of how Nizamu'l-mulk, Isma‘il
‘Adil] and ‘Imadu’l-mulk definitely declared their independence
and proclaimed themselves kings. But when he comes to Qutbu’l-
mulk he simply mentions on the authority of “the History of Maho-
med Kooli Kootb Shah” that

“Sooltan Kooli Kootb-ool-Mulk, who still continued his
allegience to the shadow of royalty which remained, retained
possession of the province of Tulingana, making Golconda his
seat of government.

This, of course, goes counter to Ferishta’s assertion
that he followed other governors by proclaiming his
kingship “although his territories were not very large.” DBut
Ferishta himself is explicit that quite different to “other Sul-
tans . . . . he continued to send rich presents in money as well
as in kind” to the rois fainéants at Bidar.5

The question of the so-called independence of the governors of
the Bahmani kingdom has been discussed elsewhere,’ and it has
been conclusively proved that even the chief of them, the ruler of
Bijapur, did not proclaim his kingship till 945-1593.57 There is,

\

54, Briggs, 111, 337.

55. Fer, III, 168. Munshi Qadir Khan, Tarikh-i Qadiri, Asafiyah, 403
Tarikh (henceforward Qadiri) says that it was Sultan Quli who constructed
Muhammad Shah’s tomb at Bidar and sent masons for that purpose from
Colkunda as “Malik Barid would not let the tomb be completed”. The
amount sent annually to the Sultin at Bidar by Qutbu’l-mulk was 5,000 honx.
Munt., 111, 370, is explicit that, different to Ahmad Nizimu'l-mulk and other
fictholders Sultin-Quli was careful envugh to avoid any ignominy attending
such a declaration.

56. Bahmanis, 390-94, 419; I much regret that on p. 392, 925/1519 has been
misprinted as 921/1577 which is, of course, wrong. Sce also my article on
the Independence of Bahmani Governors, Proceedings of the Indian History
Congress, Annamalainagar Session, 1945, p. 159.

57. The adoption of the royal dignity by Ibrahim °‘Adil Shih after 1537
was discussed for the first time by Dr. Nazim in his monograph on Bijipar
Inscriptions, Memoirs of the Archaeological Survey of India, No. 49, p. 6, also
footnote 1. This was pointed out by Mr. Khwaja Mubammad Ahmad, then
Director of Archaeology, Hyderabad, in his letter to me dated 16-10-1943.
Dr. Nazim thinks “that the year 1537 was the year of ItThamu'llah’s disappear-
ence”, while as a matter of fact there is no evidence to prove that the last
Bahmani king., Kalimu'llah died before that date. See Bahmanis, 410-19. On
p. 26 of Bijapur Inscriptions, inscription No. 3251 of 943-1537 calls the ruler
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however, no doubt that the governors of different provinces took
full advantage of the weakness of the central administration at
Muhammadabad-Bidar and became autonomous within their re-
spective charges. Qutbu’l-mulk was, of course, no exception to
this and he did very much as he liked in his taraf of Tiangana. What
is strange in his case is that from the evidence we possess we must
come to the conclusion that although he survived the last Bahmani
sultdn by at least five years he never formally declared his king-
ship or assume the royal dignity, and he died not as a king but
merely as the seniormost nobleman of the Deccan.

simply “Ibrahim ‘Adil Khan” while on the same page inscription No. 410 of
945-1539 he is definitely called “Ibrahim ‘Adil Shah”. We must, however,
remember that there is no direct evidence that Qutbu’l-mulk assumed the
royal dignity even after this, nor are we aware of his legal status from the
time of the final disappearence of the Bahmani dynasty to the date of his
own murder seven years later., As regards this second point it would suffice
to remind the readers that in the Middle Ages both Asia and Europe were
studded with principalities which acknowledged no superiors and still their
rulers never proclaimed themselves kings., In more modern times, even after
the dissolution of the Holy Roman Empire by Napoleon we find quite a nume
ker of duchies and grand-duchies which were entirely independent of any
central authority. Nearer home we find that the Farigi rulers of Khandésh
never assumed the royal title although they were independent for all intents
and purposes. I maintain that, in the same way, Qutbu’l-mulk never pro-

claimed his kingship, and in all probability the first ruler of Golkunda to do
su was Ibrahim Qutb Shah.

98. E.M.IL, 1915-16, p. 27; there are epitaphs only on three other Qutb -
shahi rulers’ graves, viz, Ibrahim Qutb Shih, Muhammad Quli Qutb Shih
and Muhammad Qutb Shah, and they are reproduced on pp. 28, 31 and 32.
In the English rendering of Sultin-Quli’s epitaph Dr. Yazdani has translated
malik as “monarch” and baré malik as “the great Prince”, (which is by itself
incongruous); but this translation does not correspond to the connotation of
the word malik in Indian history in general and Deccan history in Particular.
It does not mean a king or sovereign at all but merely denotes a nobleman,
such as Malik Kafur, Malik Maqgbat, Malik ‘Ambar, Malik Ahmad and many
others who were by no means kings. In fact the terms hardly ever means a
reigning sovereign at all in the Indian context. Q.S., uscs this title for practi-
cally every nobleman of the Bahmani kingdom including Qutbul-mulk even
before his alleged “declaration of independence” on the death of Mahmid
Shéh Bahmani. Baré Malik would therefore only mean the Senior Noblemaa.
With these modifications the effective portion of the epitaph on Sultin-Quli’s
grave in this context would be rendered thus: ’

“The occupant of this chosen shrine, and he is the blessea malik the
felicitous, the martyr, the warrior in the path of God, Malik Sultan-
Quli, known as the Senior Malik . ..., .” l
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Perhaps the most authentic evidence that Qutbu'l-mulk never

assured the royal title will be found in the epitaph of his tomh,

-
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It would be noticed that the epithet used for the deceased ruler
is not Qutb Shih (which is invariably used in the case of every
other member of the dynasty whose tombstone bears any epitaph),
but merely Qutbu'l-mulk, and as if to signal bim out for his great
age and position in the Bahmani kingdom, to which he always re-
mained loyal, he is designated Bare Malik or the senior nobleman.

This evidence, which is official and contemporary, should be
conclusive, Dut there are other important bits of evidence to cor-
roborate this further. We are fortunate in possessing a copy of a
book named Kanzu'l-lughat which originally belonged to the

Royal Library at Golkunda, in the collection of the late Nawab .

Salar Jang5® It contains on its fly leaf the genealogy of the Qutb
Shiahi monarchs in the hand of the sixth ruler, Muhammad Qutb
Shah himself. It reads as follows:

“Muhammad Qutb Shah, s/o Mirza Muhammad Amin, s/o
Ibrahim Qutb 8hih, s/o Sultin-Quli Qutbl-mulk, s/o Uwais-
Quli, s/o Pir Quli, s/o Alwand Bég, s/o Mirza Sikandar, s/o
Qar(a) Yusuf, s/o Qar(a) Muhammad Turkmin,”

The most noticeable thing about this genealogy is that while Muham-
mad and Ibrihim are designated Qutb Shihs, Sultin-Quli has not
got that title appended to his name. If he had ever proclaimed
himself king there is not the least doubt that he would have been
so designated by his own great-grandson who was so careful about
the royal title of his grandfather.

This is not all. We have further material proving our thesis
in the Tarikh-i Muhammad Qutb Shah, which is virtually the offi-
cial history of the first six rulers of the dynasty, that Sultan-Quli
never assumed kingship. The table of contents of the worl;, which
was, as was the custom in those days, as much a part of the book
as the contents themselves, is absolutely definite that, different to

533. See n. 3 above.
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the later rulers who are entitled as kings, not only Sultin-Quli but
Jamshid- Quli and Subhin-Quli, who succeeded him, never assumed
the royal title. The table is as follows:

Chapter 1:  Account of the fortunate and successful amirzidah,
Sultan-Quli Qutbu'l-mulk;

Chapter 2: Account of Jamshid Qutbu’l-mulk and his son
who is known as Subhan-Quli;

Chapter 3: Account of the life of the high and the mighty,
of the Equipage of Faridiin, the Magnificence of Solomon,
with his Seat on the throne of Jem, the Refuge of the
people, supported by God the Almighty, the Father of the
Victorious, Ibrihim Qutb Shah;

Chapter 4: Account of the life of one with position of Solomon,
the Khdqan of the Age, with Sun as the Shield of his
greatness and high dignity, King of kings, with Stars as
his soldiers, having the support of God, Father of the
Victorious, Sultin Muhammad-Quli Qutb Shah.

Epilogue: Account of some of the occurrences of the reign of the
Khigan of the World, King of kings, with finality in his
verdicts, the Priceless Gem in the collection of Royalty,
Sun in the Firmament of the Realm, King, Refuge of the
people, Father of the Victorious and of the Successful,
Sultin Muhammad Qutb Shah.5?

60. QS., p.1. The epithet used for Sultin-Quli is simply
0 3V e ALY 5\

Here it may also be noted that the work invariably calls him - B AV

or “the successful malik.” It is interesting to note that Mirza Nizému'd-din
Almad Sa'idi's Hadigatu’s-Saldtin (henceforward H.S.), Hyderabad edition,
the official and rather pompous .chronicle of the first part of the reign of
Sultan ‘Abdulah Qutb Shah (who reigned from 1626 to 1672) which was
completed in 1054-1644, also calls the first ruler “Malik  Sultan-Quii
Qutbwl-mulk” although he is careful to preface this by the courtesy title of
padshdk on p. 67. We may well compare this state of affairs with the use of
the epithet Khusraw-i Dakan and even ‘His Majesty’ as the titles of the
Nizam of Hyderabad during the period of the old régime although His Exalted
Highness never proclaimed his kingship. It may also be mentioned that the
first time a Safavi monarch of Persia ever addressed the ruler of Golkunda as
shéh was in the reign of Muhammad-Quli Qutb Shah (H.A., 245), and it is well-
known that the Safavi were ever ready to dub royalty on the Shi‘ah rulers of
the Deccan whenever opportunity arose. Sir Wolseley Haig has sum up the
whole position in a few pithy words in his short article on the Qutb-Shahis
in the Encyclopedia of Islam, II, 1168, where he says:

J. 4
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It will be noticed that the contrast between the description of the
founder of the dynasty on the one hand and the titles and panegyrics
of the fourth and the fifth ruler is great indeed. It is absolutely clear
that the writer, who himself lived in the reign of Sultan-Quli’s grand-
son, considers his progenitor as merely “the son of an amir” and
calls the second ruler “Jamshid Qutbu’l-mulk”, while the boy ruler,
Subhan, is merely mentioned. There was no doubt an antagonism
between Ibrdhim and Jamshid, but that is no reason why Sultin-
Quli should have been dragged down from his pedestal if he had
ever proclaimed his royal dignity and title.

Extent of the Province of Tilangdnd in 901/1496

As has been related above the Bahmani kingdom had reached
its lowest ebb during the reign of Shihabu’d-din Mahmid, and not
only had the tarafdars and large fief-holders practically freed them-
selves from the control of the Centre, but practically the whole of
the Bay littoral had been overrun in turns by the armies of Orissa
and Vijayanagar. The result was that when Sultin-Quli was ap-
pointed tarafddr of Tilangana in 901/1496 he could control merely
the territory lying between the the great fortress of Golkunda and
the old Kakatiya capital, Warangal, while the territory between
Warangal and the sea came to be occupied by local chieftains, Reddis
or Nayaks, who owed loyalty mostly to the Gajapati of Orissa. They
had time to repair old forts or built new ones on hillocks which
studded the gentle slope westwards. From the geographical point
of view the Golkunda hill, which rises nearly four hundred feet
from almost level ground, is the easternmost important hill in the
great Deccan plateau which extends from the Western Ghats east-
wards, and thus commands the whole country right up to small
eminences in the Godavari-Krishna doab such as Dévarkunda,
Kondapalli, Kondavidu and other places®! Had it not been for the

“He (Sultan-Quli) maintained a semblence of lovalty to Ridar uniil

1512 when he declared himself independent (sic.) at Golkunda, but he

never assumed the royal title though the historians usually style him

Sultan Kuli Kutb Shah.”

61. Warangal, renamed Sultinpiir, headquarter of a district in the
Hyderabad State; 17°58'N., 79°38°E.

Dérarkunda, headquarter of a taluqa, Nalgunda district, Hyderabad State;
16°42'N., 78°55'E.

Kondapalli, the place where Mahmid Gawan was murdered and formerly
one of the five Northern Circars, now a small town in the Krishna district,
Andhra State: 16° 75’ N., 80° 33’ E.
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extremely unsettled condition at the Bahmani capital and the utter
lack of patriotism on the part of the ministers after Malmid Gawan
it would not have been very difficult to maintain Bahmani hege-
mony in these parts. But it was otherwise, and the pressure of
Orissa from the northeast and Vijayanagar from the south had
proved too much for the decadent government at Bidar. Within
six years of the death of Muhammad III Purushotam of Orissa had
overrun the whole of the Gédavari-Krishna doab right up to Vija-
yanagar territory and had driven the Bahmani forces as far south
as Kondavidu$? As a matter of fact even Warangal, the old Kaka-
tiya capital, had been lost on January 21, 1504, to a local chief, the
intrepid Hindu who is known in history as Shitdb Khan.$

Kondavidu, renamed Murtazdnagar, hill fort in the Guntir district, Andbra
State; 60°60'N., 80°60E.

It is interesting to note that the book Tarikh-i Dakan, Halat-i Qutbiyak,
MSS., Asafiyah, Tarikh, 1178, 2 small book by an anonymous author (men-
tioned by Prof. Storey in his Persian Literature: a Bio-bibliggraphical Survey,
p. 748) says that ‘Tilangand’ has Chanda and the Orissan border as far as
Sikakel in the north Karnatak in the south, the sea in the east and the pro-
vinces of Mubammadabad-Bidar and Bijapar in the west, The manuscript in
the Asafiyah Library seems to be about two hundred years old.

62. Banerii, History of Orissa (henceforward Banerji), I, 315-16. Puru-
shetam’s date of accession to the throne of Orissa is disputed; see Bahmanis,
ch. 11, note 46, where it maintained that he ascended the throne in 1470.

63. Shitab Khan, alias Chittipa Khan, alias Sitapati, alias Sitadu, is one
of the problem personalities of the history of the Deccan, There is quite
a good amount of modern literature on the subject, eg., Dr, Hirananda
Sasiri’s compendious monograph, Shiteb Khan of Warengel, where he has
given the history of the name and edited an important inscription in a temple
within the fort of Warangal, which commemorates Shitab Khan’s capture of
the town on the 21st, January, 1504. There are references to the person or
persons bearing that name in Bur. 95, Briggs, III, 421, RHA.D,, 1925-26 and
1935-36 etc. There was a Shitab Khan who had 1o leave the Bahmani king-
dom during the reign ¢f Humiyun Shah Bahmani, there was one of who we
are speaking now, and one in the time of Ibrdhim Qutb Shih. These three
persons, or at least Shitab Khian of Humayan’s reign and the one of Ibrahim’s
reign could hardly be one and the same person as some highly eminent his-
torians have supposed, for there is interval of more than a century and a
quarter between the two reigns, and even when we hear of Shitib Khin of
Torahim’s reign he evidently continues to live on and simply disappears from
a battlefield. It is not many years ago that he was regarded as a Muslim,
but it is now agreed on all hands that he was a Hindu and a ‘restorer of
temples”. See Sherwani, Identity of Shitab Khin of Werangal, Journal of
Medieval Indian History, Aligarh, 1935,

{To be continued)



Development and Decline of Indian Epigraphy
BY
Pror. D. B. DiskaLkar, Poona.

Indian Epigraphy developed with the development of Indian
religious thought and ritualism, Indian Architecture and Icono-
graphy, Indian political thought and feudalism, and Indian social
ideas and institutions. All these factors had a peculiar influence
on the Indian society from the ancient times and sometimes indivi-
dually but often collectively they were instrumental in causing
inscriptions to be set up. India is a land of eternal thought. The
extra-ordinarily long and chequered religious history of India -
shows that Indian mind is ever restive. It is always in search of
truth. This fundamental trait of the Indian mind is visible in every
inscription set up in this country, The Sumerians, who were res-
ponsible for the earliest epigraphical records in the world, used
writing in the first stages of their civilization for practical purposes
and so their earliest inscriptions are business records (A Sumerian
Grammar, By Langdon P. 1). Although the object of the earliest
Indian inscriptions on the Indus Valley seals is not definitely known
it is very likely that it was religious. It is well known that the
earliest decipherable records of India, which are practically the
edicts of Asoka, are of a purely religious or ethical nature. In fact
the edicts of ASoka are the best example to show how the develop-
ment of Indian Epigraphy was due to the development of Indian
religious thought. Asoka himself thought that the best way of
making religious ideas known to the people in general and for all
ages to come was to get them inscribed on stone. All the subse-
quent inscriptions which are generally of a religious nature are
inseribed on stone or some such hard object as metal or hardened
object as clay. Because ASoka was a very great emperor, he could
himself cause his religious inscriptions to be set up through out
his vast empire. Thus ASoka, who was in fact the father of Indian
epigraphy, showed that it is some kind of religious thought which
actuated an Indian to set up an inscription.

Besides the inscriptions of a general nature common to people
of all countries there are certain inscriptions peculiar to Indians
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only. Most of them are due to their peculiar religious ideas.
Certain inscriptions again are peculiar to certain communities of
the Hindus and are not common to all of them. The custom of
burying the dead gives good opportunities of setting up inscriptions
as can be seen from the large number of sepulchral inscriptions of

some ancient peoples and of the Christians and Muslims of a later

period. Although this custom is not present among the Buddhists
who burn their dead like the Hindus they had the peculiar custom
of raising stiipas over the corporal remains of the Buddha or the
Buddhist Saints. The boxes made of stone, metal or clay contain-
ing the remains which were buried deep under the stipas con-
tained inscriptions recording the name of the Buddha or Buddhist
saint and that of the person or persons responsible for building the
stipas. In the early days of their history the Jains also seem to
have built such stipas though not necessarily over the remains of
their religious founders, as seen from the remains of a Jain stipa
at Mathura. Another kind of inscriptions known to the Buddhist
were those incised on household pots and other objects donated in
the name of the Buddha or the Buddhist saint inside the stapa. A
third kind of inscriptions also connected with the votive offerings
were incised on clay tablets or seals with the Buddhist creed
formula or a mystic mantra called Dharani. These three kinds of
votive inscriptions of the Buddhists were buried inside the stiipa.
There are many Buddhist inscriptions incised on the outside parts
of the stipa. The Buddhists believe in the efficacy of any act of
devotion to the Buddha and his follower as bringing religious merit
to the donor and to those related to the donor nay even to all sen-
tient beings and consequently every Buddhist, rich or poor, lay-
man or the initiated, contributed his mite to the building and de-
corating of the sacred edifice. Whenever a person made his contri-
bution he naturally wished to get it recorded possibly on the very
object donated by him. Inscriptions recording the names of such
devotees are innumerable, though not more than those connected
with the obituary notices on tombs of the Christians and Muslims.
One more kind of Buddhist inscriptions incised on outside parts of
the stiipa are those connected with the Jataka or avaddna stories.
Buddhism enjoined monastic life to an aspirant of nirvdn and
consequently monasteries and rock caves began to be built, which
gave good occasion for setting up inscriptions. It would be seen
that most of the early Buddhist inscriptions were due to this reli-
gious urge of making donations. With the development of Bud-
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dhist Iconography it was thought meritorious to set up an image
of Buddha, Bodhisatva or a Buddhist deity.

There is a class of inscriptions peculiar to the Jains only. They
are connected with the Sallekhand, or religious suicide i.e., fast
upto death, of a Jain Sadhu or Sadhvi. Such inscriptions are gene-
rally found in South India, specially in Karnatak.

Inscriptions peculiar to the Brahmanical Hindus are incised on

sati stones and record the immolation of a sati on the funeral pyre
of her dead husband.

Certain inscriptions of a religious nature which were common
at one time were out of use at another time due to the development
or change in religious thought. Inscriptions connected with the
Yaksha worship which are found of the early times and which were
probably common to the Brahmanical Hindus, Jains and Buddhists
are not found afterwards. The well known Mord (Mathurid) well
inscription of the Mahiakshatrapa Rajuvala Swami of the first cen-
tury B.C,, tells of the worship of the Pafichaviras (Agarval,
Mathura Mus. Cat. p. 132) but no later inscription is found which
speaks of that kind of Vaishnava worship. Similarly Brahmanical
inscriptions on stone Yapa pillars and connected with the Vedic
sacrifices which are found of the early pericd in a particular locality
are not found elsewhere, and afterwards. The practice scems to
have been discontinued although the Vedic sacrifices continued to
be regularly performed even afterwards.

Inscriptions connected with the stapa worship so popular with
the Buddhists in the early period are less found in the late period.
Similarly Jain inscriptions connected with similar Jain stipas
in the early centuries of the Christian era altogether disappear
afterwards.

On the contrary certain kinds of inscriptions which were not
known in early times are found in later times as the religious ideas
of the people developed or changed. It is no wonder that inscrip-
tions relating to the various sects and sub-sects or to the forms of
the same sect like the PaSupata cult which were developed in later
times in all the Brahmanical, Buddhist and Jain Communities in
India and in places outside India where Indian religion and culture
had spread were not known in earlier times. It is worth noting
that such a great variety of religious epigraphic records due to
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the development in the religious ideas of the people are not found
in the epigraphies of other countries and people e.g., of the Chris-
tians and Muslims.

Wonderful works of Architecture, overground and under-
ground, mainly religious, in the form of structural sanctuaries like
the stiipas, monasteries and temples as at Sanchi, Abu, and Tirupati
and of rock-cut sanctuaries as at Karla, Udayagiri and Méamalla-
puram were responsible for a number of epigraphical records
giving information about the authors who were responsible for their
construction, about the Bhikshus, Bhikshunis, Sadhus and Pandits
who lived in them, about the gods and goddesses who were en-
shrined in them and about the ways and details of worshipping
them. Besides giving space to the masons for incising the inscrip-
tions some of the Architectural works gave inspiration to the poets
for comparing prasastis. Comparison of magnificent temples with
abodes of Indra, Siva and Vishnu is frequent. One poet describes
a tall memorial pillar as writing the fame of the king in heaven
while another describes a rock-cut temple as a wonderful piece of
construction requiring no brick, timber, iron etc. If the monuments
were responsible for the inscriptions, the inscriptions were
responsible for the importance of the monuments. Afoka’s
monolith pillars, for instance, which will always remain wonder-
ful specimens of architecture have given us equally wonderful
ethical records. The great irrigation work at Girnar gives us
inscriptions describing the engineering skill at the construction of
the Sudar$ana lake as well as an account of the royal dynasties who
built and rebuilt it during the period of eight centuries. The cast-
ing of the Mehrauli Iron Pillar is as mysterious to the Metallurgists
as the name of the king in whose honour it was raised is to the
historians. For more than three centuries before and after the begin-
ning of the Christian era Buddhist architecture, extraordinarily sup-
erb, elaborate and magnificent, prevailed throughout India and even
beyond the mountains and the seas and the innumerable short but
noble inscriptions given by it show what wonderful effect Buddhism
had in humanising people in different places and walks of life, A very
larce number of dedicatory and commemorative inscrip‘ions are
associated with the sacred edifices of beautiful architecture. This
is best evidenced by the fact that the great s‘ructural activities of
the Buddhists in this period have given us the largest number of
inscriptions.  Althanch Jain architecture of this period is some-

times found as at Udavriri and Mathura the Brahmanical archi-
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tecture is almost absent the only places where it is preserved being
Nagari and Besnagar. From the fourth to the ninth century A.D,,
architecture of all the three faiths flourished sometimes side by
side in the same places, but the number of inscriptions representing
the three faiths is comparatively very small though they now began
to be more lengthy and of political as well as poetical importance.
From the tenth to the twelfth century A.D., an important epoch of
temple architecture mainly Brahmanical and Jain tock place
throughout India specially in South India and we see wonderful
and sustained architectural and epigraphic activities of the people
in India as well as in Further India. Each of the religious commu-
nities with their sects and sub-sects, each of the geographical re-
gions—Orissa and Gujarat, Malwa and Bundelkhand, Dececan and
South India, Java and Cambodia, and each of the royal dynasties
were as if vying with one another in the manifestation of the artistic
and literary qualities the former by erecting beautiful and majestie
temples and setting up various beautiful images in them and the
latter by composing learned treatises and glosses on older poems
and prasastis, The numerous architectural and epigraphical re-
mains of this period all over India and in Further India specially
over South India testify as well to the great skill of the architect
and the genius of the poet as to the peaceful and cultured life
of the people. Just as the rich and superb plastic art is seen in
certain temples the high literary qualities of Sanskrit and Dravidian
poets are seen in certain prasastis and literary pieces. The invoca-
tory verses, some at the beginning of pradastis, are as pleasing to
the mind as the artistic toranas raised in front of the temples are
to the eye.

Indian Iconography which always depends upon Indian Archi-
tecture ever since it received its first impulse probably at Mathura
immediately before the beginning of the Christian era began to
develop with the development of religious thought and ritualism
among Indians of all classes and creeds. The Indo-Greek foreigners
coming from beyond the mountains with already highly developed
iconographic traditions probably borrowed from ‘the most remote
Indians of the Indus Valley period introduced new elements in the
Indian Iconography when they were converted to the Hindu Society.
The Brahmanical Hindus and the Buddhists going beyond the seas
also did the same. In course of time all the three pantheons, Brahma-
nical Buddhists and Jain, specially the first, were so much developed
that every shrine in every locality in India and outside where Indian
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culture and religion had spread had its own image or images. It
is well known that India is full of sacred places of all the sects and
the sacred places are always crowded with temples and the temples
with Gods and the latter generally bear inscriptions on their pedes-
tals. The peculiar religious ideas of the Buddhists and the Jainas
of setting up rows of statues of their founders in every place of

their worship were further responsible for the innumerable images

of their faiths. Though inscriptions were not invariably incised on

their pedestals the total number of the image inscriptions of all the
faiths rose to millions.

Almost all the Indian icons are no doubt of a religious nature
but there are a few historical icons of rulers, saints and great men
and even of animals which have given us inscriptions. Some of
the inscriptions consisting of explanatory labels to the historical

sculptures decorating the walls of some South Indian temples are
very important, ( Mem. A.S.I, No. 63).

Various institutions connected with the religious establish-
ments like the stiipas, monasteries and temples where elaborate
forms of worship were developed in course of time are responsible
for many inscriptions recording endowments of various kinds eg.,
provision of materials for the worship of the God, of oil or ghee
for the temple lamp, of religious and ethical reciters singers and
dancers before the god, of feeding monks, sadhus, brahmins and
poor men, of providing shelter to them and possibly clothing, medi-
cines, comforts, and books of study and of the repairs and rebuild-
ing of the monuments. The number of inscriptions in connection
with the temples recording such provisions are found more in South
India and in the mediaeval period. If the temple or religious estab-
lishment is more important as at Nélanda, Sravana-Belgola or Tiru-
pati it is always visited by pilgrims who have left numerous records
of their visits and endowments. Some of the large temples in South
India, specially in Madras and Tinnevelli districts have on all their

inside and outside walls, pillars and pavements many inscriptions
of this kind.

It will thus be seen that the religious ideas of the people are
often responsible for most of their epigraphical activities and a
change in the former brings about a change in the latter. This

tendency is also seen in the case of the Muslims and the Catholic
Christians who had settled in India in later times,
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capable of doing so and a sense of charity which would bring merit
to the donor and a sense of gratefulness and of public spirit which
grows with the growth of public institutions are instrumental in
the issuing of the numerous donatory inscriptions. Such grants
were possible with the development of feudalism and it is found
that whenever there was a fall in feudalism they fell in number.

It will thus be seen that the more the religious schools of
thought and the desire to acquire religious merit the more the
rulers, the brave men and the wealthy men proud of lineage,
bravery, fond of praise and inclined to piety and charity the more
the necessity and capacity to do the work of public utility, to build
temples and instal images in them the more the inscriptions are
set up. In short restless activity of a military class is as responsible
for setting up inscriptions as the dedicated life of a pious man and
the founding and stability of institutions. In other words renuncia-
tion of wordly affairs is as responsible for the setting up of inscrip-
tions as the attachment to them.

Contributions to the stock of Indian epigraphical material have
been made by all sorts of people irrespective of caste, creed, sex,
age or position. Not only the indigenous people of the country have
contributed to the stock but Hinduised {oreigners beyond the moun-
tains and beyond the seas have also added much to the stock. Since
epigraphical activities of the people are seen to have been mainly
inspired by religious ideas Indian inscriptions can best be divided
into three main classes as Brahmanical, Buddhist and Jain. Inscrip-
tions of a purely secular nature e.g., those relating to the building
of forts, making of guns etc., for political purposes, to the naval
policy of the ancient Indians or to the building of tanks, hospitals
etc., for public comfort or to the trading institutions e.g., those in
the South or secular arts like music are comparatively few.

A major portion of the epigraphical stock is of course of the
Brahmanical Hindus, who form a major portion of the Indian popu-
lation from the earliest times to the present day. The Buddhist and
Jain inscriptions are so sectarian in nature and present only one
aspect of the society that the development of Indian Epigraphy can
be said to be really due to the Brahmanical Hindus. But a historical
review of the epigraphical activities of the Indians during the three
centuries before the beginning of the Christian era shows that the
Brahmanical Hindus did not at first take much interest in setting
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up inscriptions as the Buddhists and to some extent the Jainas did.
In the next period of three hundred years the same state of things
is seen wviz. the largest number of inscriptions is of the Buddhists,
the number of Jain inscriptions comes next and the number of
Brahmanical inscriptions is the smallest though as compared with
the number of inscriptions in the previous period the number of
Jain and Brahmanical inscriptions is on the increase. But the few
Brahmanical inscriptions that are found are sufficient to prove that
Brahmanism was then as strong a religious force as Buddhism was
so as to attract converts from foreign nationals like the Greeks,
Parthians and the Kushanas and that worship of Brahmanical gods
like Vishnu and Siva and the performance of Vedic sacrifices which
is an important feature of Brahmanism was not uncommon.
(F. W. Thomas, Vol. p. 29 and J.L.H,, Vol. 22 p. 1).

Similarly the South Indians do not seem to have at first taken
much interest in setting up inscriptions as the North Indians, special-
ly the West Indian and North-West Indians, did during the period
of six hundred years. Secondly although some Buddhist inscrip-
tions are found no Brahmanical or Jain inscriptions are found in
this period in South India.

But with the rise of the Gupta power in the North in the
middle of the fourth century A.D,, and of the Chalukya power in
the South half a century later the aspect of Indian Epigraphy was
altogether changed in respect of script, language, religion and
nature of the records. The Brahmanical Hindus now began to
take more zealous interest in epigraphical activities and the number
of their inscriptions began soon to outnumber those of the Bud-
dhists and the Jains. Similarly when once the South Indians began
to take interest in epigraphical activities the number of their inscrip-
tions began soon to outnumber those of the people of the North.
Sanskrit which from very early times had been recognised as the
fittest language for religious and academical purposes but which
on the advent of Buddhism was superseded by Prakrit on certain
grounds now began to be generally recognised for epigraphical
purposes not only by the orthodox Hindus but also by the Bud-
dhists and the Jainas. In South India in addition to Sanskrit the
provincial languages began to be equally recognised for epigraphi-
cal records. The objects for which the inscriptions were set up
began to be varied and different people in different parts of India
began to take interest in epigraphical activities. Naturally the
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Brahmi script began to assume variations in form from region to
region and period to period. The employment of learned men for
composing the inscriptions which was possible for the rulers and
the rich men and which gave an occasion to-the learned men to
show off their learning naturally raised the quality of the epigraphi-
cal records, and they began to be lengthy and sometimes of literary
merit. If private people and among them the religious minded ones
had taken special interest in epigraphical activities during the pre-
vious period the ruling classes and the people of secular interest
now began to take increasing interest in them, Although the Gupta
sovereigns were not themselves great devotees of the science of
Epigraphy as they were of the science of Numismatics their feuda-
tories and contemporaries a majority of whom were orthodox
Hindus—some warriors of the Gupta sovereigns were Buddhists—
are seen to have set up many inscriptions. Brahmanical inscrip-
tions of this period found in Further India where by now Indian
culture and religion had been firmly established are of as great
importance as those in India proper and they add considerably to
the stock of Brahmanical inscriptions.

From the seventh century onwards all the three religious com-

munities which with their various sects and sub-sects were flourish-
ing side by side influencing and being influenced by one another
were vying with each other in issuing inscriptions in furtherance
of their respective religious ideas. But neither the Jainas nor the
Buddhists could beat the Brahmanical Hindus in point of the epi-
graphical activities. The innumerable rulers who have ruled in
India over bigger and smaller territories from time to time had
been regular followers of the orthodox Hindu faith though they
were tolerant towards the Buddhist and Jain faiths and sometimes
likerally patronised them. Very few of them had actually become
Buddhist or Jain. The followers of the Jain faith claim many more
to have been converted to Jainism. Although some times and in some
places Buddhist and Jain inscriptions were found in much larger
number than the Brahmanical inscriptions the overwhelming
Indian population in that period and at that place continued to ke
always orthodox. They were always loyal to the Srutis, Smritis
and Puranas and followed the old faith as faithfully as the followers
of the heterodox faiths did their own. The paucity of the Brzh-
manical epigraphical records only shows that the Brahmanical
Hindus of the particular period and of the particular place did not
take as much interest in epigraphical activities as the Buddhists
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and the Jainas especially the Buddists owing to their peculiar reli-
gious ideas did.

The inscriptions of the Buddhists and the Jainas moreover are
generally short, sectarian, of a stereotyped form and of local impor-
tance only. But the inscriptions issued by the Brahmanical Hindus
are more of a secular than of a sectarian nature even though their
sects and sub-sects were more in number and were more power-
ful and spread over a larger territory than those of the Buddhists
and the Jains. The great variety of the epigraphical records of the
Brahmanical Hindus who have always formed the overwhelming
majority of the Indians has thus been responsible for the vast deve-
lopment of Indian Epigraphy. The quality of the Brahmanical
inscriptions was again decidedly superior. Although the varieties
of the material used for epigraphical records by the Buddhists were
many and the geographical extent over which the Buddhist
records were spread even during the comparatively short period
could not be attained by the Brahmanical inscriptions except for a
short period in Further India the wide interest, high learning, great
care and sustained efforts shown by the learned Brahmanical
Pandits well versed in the Vedic, Epic and classical Sanskrit lite-
rature and mythology in composing the prasdastis on stone slabs and
copperplates have singled out their inscriptions as belonging to an
exceptional class of epigraphical records in the world.

All the good epigraphical qualities of the Brahmanical Hindus,
are best seen in inscriptions of the period from the tenth
to the thirteenth century A.D. which can be said to be the most
flourishing period of Indian Epigraphy. Politically this period may
not be bright in the history of India as the several regional prin-
cipalities by incessantly warring with one another had become weak
and unable to check the Muslim invasions but people in each of
the regions no doubt lived long’a peaceful and highly cultured life
as a result of which not only the rulers but the rich people built
temples and public buildings and made donations of various kinds
on auspicious occasions which were recorded in learned and beau-
tiful inscriptions. South India’s contribution to Indian Epigraphy
during all this period specially during the Chola period is the
greatest and the most valuable in every respect. All the four
fuctors mentioned above specially the fourth which had a stronger
influence on the South Indian society contributed greatly to making
South India a rich field of inscriptions. v
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The next larger portion of the stock of Indian epigraphical
records was contributed by the Buddhists. The rise of Buddhism
was mainly responsible for the revival of Indian Epigraphy which
for some unknown reasons seems to have been stopped after the
Indus Valley period. With the popularity and spread of Buddhism
not only through out India but outside it, Indian epigraphy began
to develop very rapidly and soon attained an international impor-
tance. The peculiar religious ideas of the Buddhists as shown above
were further responsible for the large number of religious inscrip-
tions of different types and incised on various kinds of material.
In the first two centuries of the revival of Indian Epigraphy i.e., in
the fourth and third century B.C. hardly half a dozen inscriptions
of a purely secular nature are found in Northern India, and none
in South India. Although in this period some Buddhist monuments
were built in North India and they might have been accompanied
by inscriptions no Buddhist inscription has been so far discovered.
The earliest Buddhist inscriptions may be said to be the edicts of
Adoka at least forty of which in more than 150 versions have been
discovered in all parts of India. By his efforts Indian Epigraphy at
once assumed an all-India nature. As an epigraphical material

Asoka's edicts possess an exceptional importance in the whole world. '

It is not known why no other epigraphical material, except a small
Aramaic memorial inscription is found of his time. The impetus
given by Asoka to the study of Buddhism had a wonderful effect
on the people. For the two centuries immediately following his
reign witnessed a sudden rise of magnificent Buddhist stupas
throughout India and in the adjoining island of Ceylon, where
hundreds of different people had adopted one fundamental
common culture. Since association of monuments and the inscrip-

tions incised on their parts recording votive offerings by the devo-,

tees is very close with the Buddhists the stupas were accompanied
by innumerable inscriptions. Though they are short and purely
of a sectarian nature their importance lies in the fact that thereby
Indian Epigraphy assumed an all-people nature, for almost all the
inscriptions issued during this period were contributed by a large
number of common people and very few by rulers or feudal lords.
The number of inscriptions at once rose to thousands. Sanchi and
Barhut Stupas alone have given us nearly one thousand and five
hundred inscriptions respectively. In fact an overwhelming majo-
rity of the Indian inscriptions of this period is of the Buddhists.
Except in the early mediaeval period and in a particular locality
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of Bihar viz. Nilanda which witnessed wonderful academic and
epigraphical activities of the Buddhists from all parts of India and
‘from outside India Buddhists’ contribution to Indian Epigraphy
was never so great as in this period. The geographical extent over
which the inscriptions were spread was very great. A substantial
contribution to Indian Epigraphy of this period was received from
an unexpected corner. The different nationalities of foreigners who
entered India from the North-West before and after the beginning
of the Christian era tried to conquer India but soon found that they
were themselves conquered by the Hindu civilization. For they
were so much attracted towards Hindu culture and religion and
became their devotees that they sometimes excelled even the indi-
genous Hindus in setting up inscriptions, which by quality and
peculiarity form an important class in itself of Indian inscriptions.
A majority of their inscriptions are Buddhist. The rich stores of
Buddhist inseriptions from Peshawar and Mathura dated in the

two centuries before and after the beginning of the Christian era ?
are particularly noteworthy. The general prevalence of Buddhism\y
in N. India, Kashmir, Afghanistan, Central Asia and Chinese Tur-~:
kistan during this period is attested by numerous remains of Budd-

hist monuments and inscriptions. The munificence of the Sata-

vahanas and the great missionary influence of Nigirjuna and others

were responsible for the spread of Buddhism in South India where . \:/

a number of magnificent stupas accompanied by beautiful
inscriptions were built especially in the Krishna valley. From
about the third century A.D. if the North Indian Buddhists
slackened their epigraphical activities the South Indian Bud-
dhists specially from Andhra strengthened them and made up
for the deficiency. But the Buddhist epigraphical activities soon
lost their vigour even in the South.

W.ith the revival of Brahmanism in the fourth century A.D. \":\;‘
and with Fhe increasing interest in Brahmanical epigraphy taken
by the ruling classes who almost all transferred their allegiance to

the orthodox Brahmanical faith Buddhist epigraphy began to dec- >

line. Its aspect also was somewhat changed. Magnificent Budd- %t~
hist stupas and monasteries which formerly gave occasion for
numerous inscriptions were now hardly built. The great contri-
bution which Buddhist epigraphy used to receive from the rulers

and the people of North-West India and Central Asia was now
c?mp]etely stopped India having lost political control over the pro-
vinces. Duddhist epigraphy suffered an irreparable loss by
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this. Although in the seventh century Harshvardhan is said to
have offered a special patronage to Buddhism. Buddhist epigraphy
does not seem to have attained any great popularity until the ninth
century when under the liberal patronage of the Pilas of Bengal
Buddhism and along with it Buddhist epigraphy witnessed a great
revival in Bihar and Bengal and in Further India which was
responsible for a very large number of beautiful Buddhist San-
skrif inscriptions. But this glorious revival of Buddhism was des-
tined to be short lived. The wonderful epigraphical activities of
the Buddhists throughout the Indian peninsula and abroad begun
in about the third century B.C. were zealously carried on with
frequent up-heavals and downfalls for nearly 1,500 years when in
about the twelfth century A.D. they were abruptly stopped main-
ly by the invasions and conguests of the iconoclast Muslims.

The Jainas whose religious ideologies were almost the same

as of the Buddhists were equally enthusiastic in setting up inscrip-

tions on the pedestals of statues of the Tirthankars or on Ayiga-
patas or other sculptures or on memorial pillars or on stone slabs
and copperplates recording grants. The Jainas do not seem to
have built any big stipas as the Buddhists did, except at Mathura
in the early centuries of the Christian era but they built a number
of beautiful temples throughout India in honour of their Tirthan-
karas and followed the practice of installing hundreds of miniature
Jain images in the niches of temples. Consequently a number of
inscriptions giving names of the several Jain Gachchhas and pon-
tiffs and dates are found. As stated above the Jainas did not take
much interest in setting up inscriptions in the early period. If the
Ajivikas mentioned in the ASoka and DaSaratha inscriptions were
not Jainas the earliest Jain inscription is of the Orissa king Khéara-
vela found in the Hathigumphi cave in the Udayagiri hills. A
number of important Jain inscriptions are no doubt found at
Mathura, which belong to the early centuries of the Christian era
and a few stray inscriptions of the Gupta period are found in North
India and of the Chalukya period are found in South India their
epigraphical activities seem to have regularly begun from the
seventh century onwards in South India and from the eleventh
century onwards in North India, Sravana Belgold in the Mysore
State which alone has given more than one thousand inscriptions
from the seventh century to the modern times seems to have
formed an important centre of Jainism in the South. 'The Jainas
seem to have doubled their epigraphical activities from about the

" indigenous people in setting
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11th or 12th century A.D. when the Buddhists had aétgge.thc;;s itrc;g

d them as a result of which we find a number © f ain nserip
o almost in every place in India where even a ew m ber
nfo nt;e small community bad resided for business purp«'.):ses.f . al:;
?mpossible to enumerate even thehmo:, eiinggrtrf;tedphthcss :)me .

i i i ce. It may how d that '
:11:;8:‘:35}:1 ﬁlp:?tﬁt? them like Abu, Girnar and ?aht?aalar:cgsh
in inscriptions set up from time to time, The eprgéa;;rxec ol
ties of the Jainas begun from the first century b.t.

ried on.

Decline of Indian Epigraphy — |

The Muslim rule over India brought abm%\'{7 tl;xeln gie:lg;e ﬁc:i
Indian Epigraphy. With the conquest o.£ Nortllz- s}f;ns A
Indo-Greeks, Indo-Sythians, Indo-Pa:rt}uaxas, fu hians ond M e
in ancient days, Indian Epigraphy, instead of s

A W j became
hands, recei ed a ne impetus as all these foreigners soon
b

i i d the
enthusiastic followers of Hinduism and Buddhism and excelle

up inscriptions which were in noe ;Z:g
different from the indigenous inscriptions. Thg l\gufigni :(:;)zuﬂindl;
on the contrary, not only refused to l?e s0 assim :;ble e
Society but by converting as many Hindus az ;:;i ible o e oo
faith tried to increase: their own nu.mlf:)er almd‘ Lo by
rate block from the Hindu block inside In tx;x. Lo oy
received a direct blow at their hands when they beg

i I) i y B y an

] ioration, .
ix']dlremf 133?’ Iflhizguci;si;rdas}f:nh is shown above how cgrtaxil
fant, Olik the development of Indian religious thoug?ﬂ.: and ntuah;
§acw§idia:n architecture and jiconography Indian ?ohucal t.l'fcmged
ISI?I’ feudalism, and Indian social ideas and institutions cont;xtaxlte "
:: the develo,pment' of Indian Epigraphy. Breakdgwn c; s
factors naturally brought about the decline of ?Im zlep dg ,.I;m;

i that the Hindu kings and feudal-lords issued land g
s e themselves and to do some good to the

igious merit to nd 50 .
igf;f;tejs re}Il‘iZy formed the bulk of Indian inscriptions. This noble

action of the grantor would naturally 'invite praise wh{c‘? o&;'a:
i rded in a pradasti inscribed on a stone-slab ¢
Somenmels reco‘\)&’hen owing to the Muslim conquest, the Hindu
Kings ¢ S:iafte\.xdal Iord; were eliminated one after another there was
1:1213;;;1;\0!2 6;ﬁing whose glories or exploits were to be sung and
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in the absence of the patronage there was no court poet to sing
them. Thus the days of the prasastis had gone; there was less scope
for the eulogistic or donatory or religious inscriptions. The incono-
clast Muslim conquerors having destroyed temples and inscriptions
in them nobody would dare to build a new temple or restore an
old one. There was thus very little chance of an inscription being
set up in the temple recording that incident and casually the quali-
ties of the builder and the religious importance of the place. The
only occasion for a Hindu to issue an inscription was when a
memorial pillar was to be set up in honour of the warriors who
fell in battles while fighting with the Muslims or with the dacoits
or molesters of women folk or where a well was to be dug. But
such inscriptions did not require the services of a learned com-
poser, a select material, a neat writer, a skilful engraver nor a
decent shelter. When the Muslim power was firmly established,
the Hindus not only lost their political importance but also their
religion and culture were in danger. Sanskrit language and the
learned Shastries who studied it and used it in inscriptions began
to be less respected and less patronised.

Although Muslim rule hastened the use of Indian vernaculars
at the cost of Sanskrit, vernacular epigraphy even did not flourish.
We know that in the 4th century B.C., Prakrit was preferred to
Sanskrit for epigraphical records because it was thought that San-
skrit was the language of the learned few with vested interests and
Epigraphy if it was to be of public use should be in Prakrit. But
with the introduction of new religious thought among the people,
the times were very favourable for the development of epigraphy
and people in general took so much interest in the subject that the
Prakrit Epigraphy received support from all kinds of people; even
from foreign invaders. Naturally it developed rapidly and absence
of Sanskrit was not much felt. It is true that Prakrit epigraphy
did not attain the high quality which Sanskrit epigraphy attained
afterwards in a short time. But at least the number of inscriptions
in the Prakrit language was so large that the Prakrit epigraphy
formed a special class of Indian epigraphy. Nothing like this can
be said of the Vernacular epigraphy. In fact during the Muslim
days even the Indian vernaculars except Marathi and Oriya do
not seem to have grown above the state of infancy and did not
attain sufficient importance. The four South Indian vernaculars,

Tamil, Telugu, Kannada, and Malayalam, had already begun to

grow from the 6th or 7th century A.D. and had already become
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very rich by the patronage of both the rulers and the ruled. The
number of epigraphical records in them was already very large
before the Muslims came. There was no Sanskritic vernacular
except Marathi and Oriya which had some epigraphy of its own.
Marathi had already become rich in its literature and could produce
works like Jiidnesvari of a very high literary value. Though some
inscriptions in Marathi and Oriya generally mixed up with San-
skrit and inscribed on stone and copper had appeared the Marathi-
knowing and the Oriya-knowing people also did not seem to be
much in favour of Marathi or Oriya being used in the inscriptions.
The Orissa people comparatively took greater interest in
Oriya epigraphy. Although Sanskrit, unable to face the strong
opposition of Arabic and Persian, was thrown in the background
and had lost much of its former glory and patronage, it did con-

tinue to be always held in reverence by the Hindus throughout
India.

Indian epigraphy or rather Hindu Epigraphy was thus in a
pitiable condition in those days. Knowledge of Sanskrit was lost
and proficiency in vernaculars was not attained. Consequently
when the Hindus wanted to write inscriptions they wrote them in
bad Sanskrit or bad vernacular. As Sanskrit was always held in
honour in literature and epigraphy they tried to give Sanskritic
appearance to the vernacular inscriptions. A marked deteriora-
tion in the technique of writing inscriptions is also visible in all
respects. It also seems that the Hindus did not now entertain as
much zeal for writing inscriptions as they did before the Muslim
times. With all these disabilities of the Hindus we find some excel-
lent Brahmanical and Jain inscriptions even in the Muslim period

because their interest in setting up inscriptions was not altogether
lost,

On the contrary the Muslims introduced their own palaeo-
graphy and epigraphy which by their fortune had already been
well established in other Muslim countries. Under the patronage
of the Muslim dynasties, Imperial, provincial and local, which were
firmly established in all parts of India and by the enthusiastic sup-
port of the Muslim people themselves a number of magnificent
monuments were built throughout India and since inscriptional
decoration was a chief feature of a Muslim building their mosques
and tombs, durgas and idgas were accompanied by various inscrip-
tions consisting of the Quaranic texts, traditions of the Prophet,
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Muslim creeds, moral teachings and passages of a religious nature-

from standard authors. Similarly other structural monuments,
public or private like forts, bastions, gateways, palaces, madressas,
tanks, stepwells, bridges, footpaths, boundary pillars, ete. and arti-
cles of public or private use like guns, swords, seals, signets,
amulets, etc. bear evidence of the Muslim fondness for inscriptional
decoration. Every Muslim ruler great or small and the state offi-
cial of whatever position had his own official seal which he had to
use in every official correspondence. These seals have given us
innumerable short but beautiful Muslim inscriptions, as they were
changed with the change of the ruler and the official by transfer
or death. In this way Muslim epigraphy began to develop more
and more and the Hindu epigraphy received a set back. A sharp
contrast began to be seen. Although introduction of paper was to
a considerable extent responsible for the free use of firmdns ete,,
which minimised the necessity of issuing stone and copper plate
inscriptions the number of inscriptions issued by the Muslims in a
comparatively short period is very large. Owing to their separate
script, language and nature the Indo-Muslim epigraphical records
which were found in all parts of India and which number many
thousands form quite a distinct class. In course of time Muslim
epigraphy also declined with the decline of the Muslim power in
India caused by the rise of the Marathas a

nd the European powers
like the British. |

Like the Muslims there were some other foreign settlers in
India viz. the Aramaics, Syrians, Armenians, Parsis, Jews and the
Portuguese, Dutch, French, English, etc. who had refused to be
admitted into the Hindu Society and had remained as separate
communities with their religion and culture different from those
of the local people. They have also left quite a large number of
their own epigraphical records which, though different in script,
language and nature can be said to form one more class of Indian
Epigraphical records. Their epigraphy declined with the decline
and disappearance of their power in India.

Indian epigraphy is now almost dying out owing to the univer-
sal apathy to inscribing records caused by the introduction of
paper, the invention of the art of printing and the spread of demo-
cratic ideas in the people. There is no doubt growing a tendency
to set up inscriptions purely of a secular nature on the occasion of
laying the foundation stones of monuments or embankments of
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tanks or of raising commemorative pillars in honour of the departecii;
great men or the heroes fallen in battle but t.hey are short, a\]molsd
of a stereotyped form and do not possess the unportanf:e gf the o
inscriptions much less of the beautiful and learned pradastis.

It is now well known that Indian culture m all its aspect§ was
introduced in Further India in the early centu-nes of th-e Chx:xstl;n
era. Several hundreds of inscriptions written in Sanskrit or in : ;
native languages have been discovered and pl.lthhEd by the Du t}cl
and French epigraphists. They throw conmderable'hght Ol:lt :
various aspects of the civilisation that was develqped in the dis an
lands by the Indian colonists. They have als.o an.u:r%portant bearing
on Indian history and culture. The Sanskrit msc?lptxons foum.i thgre
constitute an independant branch of Sanskrit lxtera?u.re which {{:r
quality as well as for quantity richly deserves.a critical study by
Sanskritists in all the countries. But the Muslim conquest of fur-

_ther India also brought about the complete fall of the Hindu epi-

graphy there as the people there were almost all converted to Islam.

Loss and destruction of some Epigraphical Material:

Some portion of the epigraphical materialn is lost or dest.toytid
due mainly to three reasons: Ravages of time, ignorance of fx:xer}d y
people and vandalism of unfriendly people. The stone mscnptxon‘s
which are generally engraved on parts of caves as fat Kanh;n,
Karla, etc., and on outer walls of temples as at .Txrupatx, Simhacha-
lam, etc., and are always exposed to inclemancies of wezftl.xer have
almost withered away and have become quite ux-nn.telhg.lble and
therefore useless. Another class of exposed 'ms.crlptlons. is of the
memorial pillars which are generally raised outside the \fxllage a.ng
cempletely in the open. Some inscribed copper plates bemg burie
down in the ruins of houses or temples in the walls of which they
were kept hidden for protection are found almost completely rusted
and damaged. It is no wonder that inscriptions on wooden ta.blets
or on such frail material as birch-bark or palm leaf have p‘ensh.ed
in the course of time or by fire. A curious case of an early inscrip-
tion on a wooden pillar having completely withered. away took
place only recently. The pillar was found embeded in a tank at
Kirary in Madhya Pradesh for more than 1700 years .but as soon
as it was taken out and exposed to the sun the inscribed portion
was peeled out and is completely lost (E.L, 18. 152).

Some more inscriptions on stone slabs and sculptures are lost
to us being effaced and misused for building and other purposes by
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persons who did not know their importance and did not wait to
find what was written in them. The remains of Harappa which
must have contained numerous inscribed seals were carried away
for years together till the site was declared a protected area only
recently. The Bhattiprolu stiipa in the Krishna District (Andhra
State) was demolished for the purpose of making a road and some
of its sculptures which must have contained valuable inscriptions,
as we find from other sculptures fortunately saved to us, were
utilised in building a sluice on the Krishna Canal. The pious Bur-
mese gentlemen enthusiastic in the cause of their religion, but per-
fectly innocent of all knowledge of architecture and the require-
ments of archaeology and history had done serious mischief to the
antiquities of Buddhagaya while undertaking repairs to the temple
in 1877 AD,, (J. R. A. S. XIII (1881) p. 533). A typical case as
to how an inscription was damaged its value not being known can
be cited of the inscribed Eran pillar, which was transformed into a
Siva linga by a pious devotee. An inscription cn a stone slab at
Pandharpur called Chorasi Sild has almost disappeared being con-
stantly rubbed away by pilsrims rubbing their back on the slab
supposing that thereby they would be free from the 84 lacks of re-
births. How a thing done quite innocently or even with a good
intention ultimately causes harm can be seen from this.

But the greatest loss of the epigraphic records was caused by
the wilful vandalism of the bigoted Muhammedan conquerors who
bent upon destroying the religious and cultural objects of the sub-
dued Hindus caused a wholesale destruction of their temples and
inscriptions which were contained in them as ruthlessly as the
Spanish missionaries did of the records of the Mexicans
and Central Americans, (Diringer, the Alphabet p. 121). A
Sanskrit inscription on the back of a statue of Buddha
at Sarnath tells us that the principal monuments of the
Deer Park were restored in the reign of king Mahipala
of Bengal in 1026 AD. only nine years after the capture
of Banaras by Mohammad of Gazni. But the monuments were
destroyed again by Shiyabuddin Ghori in 1193 A.D. Similar was
the case of the Somnath temple in Saurashtra which as the inscrip-
tions tell us was again and again broken and restored. All over
India the earliest mosques and tombs were constructed of pilfered
material from Hindu, Buddhist and Jain temples as we find from
the inscribed slabs inadvertantly allowed to remain as they were.
The Chaurashi Khamba Mosque at Kaman near Bharatpur con-
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tains a Sanskrit inscription which shows that the mosque was built
with the material of a Vishnu temple (I.A.S, 10. 34 and AS.W.I,
1895-96, p. 3). Upon one of the old pillars of a mosque in Ahmeda-
bad is a Sanskrit inscription which gives the name of the original
temple. The Deval Masjid at Bodhana in Hyderabad State, as its
name signifies was originally a Hindu temple (Hyderabad Archl.
Surv., Rep. 1921-24, p. 10). A typical and intentional destruction
of the valuable Hindu epigraphs can be seen in the Jumma Masjid
at Dhar in Madhya Bharat, where huge slabs, each measuring 5 feet
by 6 feet by 3 inches and inscribed with a Prakrit drama are used
in the walls the inscribed part being turned inside and in the pave-
ment to be constantly rubbed by the feet of the visitors. Cousens
writes about it thus ‘It is most distressing and vexatious to find
some 1200 square feet of the floor of the building paved with great
number of these slabs from which the inscriptions have been care-
fully chiselled away leaving portions of lines of letters near the edge
which are just sufficient to show us the full measure of our loss
through the blind intolerance and fanaticism of the Muhammedans.
(ASW.I, 1902-03, p. 6).

The Christian animosity to Hinduism was also sometimes re-
sponsible for the destruction of Hindu temples and epigraphical
records. A fragmentary stone slab inscription of the twelfth cen-
tury A.D., which registers a tax-free gift of land for burning a lamp
before the image of Kuttadundvar (Natardja) in the temple of
Suramudaiyar was excavated below the Cathedral at St. Thomas
Madras (A.R.S.1E., 1922-23, p. 32, No. 215). Destruction of Hindu
temples and of the inscriptions they contained by the Portuguese
was very great.

We have reason to believe that some inscriptions must have
existed though they are not yet forth-coming.  Either they must
have been destroyed or they might have been still underground.
Dr. B. M. Barua has given a long list of some versions of the edicts

‘of Asoka, which must have existed though they are not yet found.

Hiuen Tsiang speaks to have seen sixteen pillar inscriptions of Afoka
but now ten only are found; the remaining six inspite of the massive
size seem to have been destroyed, like the edicts of Sanchi and
Sopara, pieces of which are discovered. It is not unlikely that some
of the edicts of ASoka may have been underground and might some
day be discovered like the Aloka edicts in the Hyderabad and
Mysore States which are but only recently discovered. A new
J 7
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version of the minor rock edicts of ASoka bearing his own name
as at Maski is just found at Gujjar in Vindhya Pradesha. Ravikirti,
the author of the famous Aihole inscription speaks of his poem as a
new treatment of the theme, which leads us to presume that he
must have written another poem which is not found as yet. Char-
ters of Kashmir kings said to have been utilised by Kalhana for
writing his history of Kashmir have not been discovered.

Inspite of all these calamities, the epigraphical records that are
now before us' are ‘innumerable. The stock is being every year
augmented by new discoveries of underground records casually
made e.g, by the village cow-boys or by prolonged official investi-
gations and excavations regularly made.

It can, therefore, be safely said that probably there is no other
country in the world which can boast of such a rich epigraphical
treasure as India possesses. Leaving out of consideration the small
and innumerable votive clay seals containing wonderfully minute
inscriptions of the Buddhist creed the number of all sorts of fairly
big and important inscriptions in India may exceed a lakh in num-

ber. For the possession of such epigraphical material, India, of all

countries, has reason to be particularly proud.

It may be noted here that by Indian Epigraphy is meant Epi-
graphy of United India i.e., of India and Pakistan. Although as a
result of the recent partition India has lost to Pakistan a consider-
able portion of her territories in the North-West and in the East,
Indian Epigraphist has to forget that such a partition of the country
had ever taken place and has to think of India as a whole while
studying this subject. Firstly, because territorial divisions arbit-
rarily made cannot break the cultural unity of a nation. Present-
day political boundaries do not necessarily conform to ancient
cultural zones (Archaeology in India, Preface). Secondly, the
epigraphies of Bharat and Pakistan are so much interlinked
that one country cannot study its own epigraphy without constant
reference to that of the other. Bharat may for a time give up its
claim over the epigraphic records in West Pakistan as it had once
done over those in Afghanistan and Central Asia but how can Pakis-
tan forget most of its important epigraphical records which are in
Bharat ? Similarly, how can Bharat forget the epigraphical records
in East Pakistan or East Bengal without the support of which
West Bengal's epigraphical body can never stand.
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The Indian Epigraphists cannot also ignore the border countries
of India like Iran and Afghanistan on the West, Central Asia, Tibet
and China on the North, Burma on the East, Ceylon on the South
and even countries like Siam, Indochina and Indonesia in further
East, whose epigraphic records influenced by Indian culture and
religion make an important contribution to India’s Epigraphy.
Nepal, although politically independent of India, has been like one
of its parts for epigraphical consideration as for historical, religious,
and social considerations. Prof. S. Levi is perfectly right when he
says ‘Nepal in its Himalayan isolation presents a synthetic view of
India as she was before Mohammedan invasion’.

How epigraphy originated and progressed in other countries
and how our epigraphical records can be compared with those of
the countries will be an interesting study in itself. Without how-
ever dealing with the subject here it can only be said that while
epigraphical records in other countries like Egypt, Messapotamia
and Iran are more ancient than those in India those countries seem
to have slackened their epigraphical activities when India began
her own with wonderful zeal, so that no other country in the world
now has such a vast collection of epigraphical records.
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Mahismati or Mahismatipura (Pali Mahissati) was an ancient
city of India now identified with Mandhata, on the borders of the
Indore State, on the right bank of the river Narmadd or with
Maheivara or Mahe$al Some hold that Mahismati was situated
about 40 miles south of Indore. The Barwani Copper-plate inscrip-
tion of Maharaja Subandhu (year 167) refers to Mahismati now
represented by Mahe$vara? Mahe$varapura has been identified
with Mahismatipura, the capital of the Cedis® Mahismati and
Avant] are mentioned in the Mghdbhdrate as two distinct places.!
At some later period Mahismati, which was a city of considerable
antiquity and repute, fell under and within Avanti® Patafijali in
his Mahdbhdsya mentions Mahismati along with Vaidarbha and
Kaficipura (Conjeeveram) (IV. I 4th Ahnika).

Omkiara Mandhataé with which Mahismati has been identified
by Pargiter, was on an island attached to the Nemad district of

1. Pargiter, Ancient Indian Historical Tradition, p. 257, f. n. 6; JRAS'
1910, pp. 445-46; Markandeyapurina, Tr., p. 333 note, where Pargiter poinis
out that it hardly agrees with what is stated in the Sanskrit writings; Impe-
rial Gazetteer of India, XVIIL, p. 9; X, 329; Cunningham, Ancient Geography,
1924 Ed. pp. 725-26. .

2, Epigraphia Indica, XIX, p. 262.

3. Cunningham, Ancient Geography, 725.

4. Mahdbhdarata, Sabhaparva, II. 31, 10; II. 31 21:

Tatastenaiva sahito narmaddmabhito yayau |
Vinddnuvinddvdvantau sainyeng mahativriau |
Jigiya samare virdvdsvineyah pratdpavdn ||

Tato ratninyupaddya purith Mahigmatin yeyau |
tatra Nilena rijnd sa cakre yuddham nararsabhah ||

5. JRAS, 1910, p. 867; Ibid., 1908, p. 313,

6. Vide very useful and learned section on the list of tirthas in Dr.
P. V. Kane's History of Dharmasistra, Vol. IV (1953), p. 777,
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Central Provinces.” Some have identified Mahismati with Mysore.
The more general view has identified it with a town named MaheS-
var on the northern bank of the Narmada in the Nemad Zilla of the
Indore State, Patafijali makes sunrise at Mahismatl setting at
Ujjayini. He thus indicates that the distance between the two
places was appreciable, but could, as a special feat, be covered
between sunrise and sunset.8

Mandhata is not to the south of the Vindhyas but in the range
itself. As it was the capital of a country, this country must neces-
sarily have included a portion of Central India immediately to the
Horth of this mountain range.?

Mahismati (later known as Gonaddha) was known to the
ancient Tibetans as Ma-he-ldan.1® It lay on the south-west of Ujja-
vinl. It was the southern most town of the Avanti country, where-
from the Aryas crossed the Vindhyas and penetrated south India.ll
The city of Mahismati lay on the route from Bavari’s hermitage to
Sravasti12

Mahismati is mentioned in the inscriptions at Safici in which
the visitors to the stipas are described as coming from Mahisati,
Mahasati and Mahisati.’3 The inscription on the Mandhiti plate of
the Pararnara king Devapala tells us that in the 13th century AD.,
when he made the grant recorded in it, he was staying at Mahis-
matl and the grant was made by him after bathing in the river
Narmadal4 Pargiter points out that in the Narmada-mahatmyas
Maihismati is not alluded to because it had undoubtedly fallen into
ruin and oblivion15

In the account of svayamrvara of Indumati we find that the
chief portress introducing the various suitors came to Pratipa, king

7. Mbh. Udyogap., 19. 23-24, 166. 4; Anusisanap., 2. 6. 11; Bhdagavata-
purdng, IX. 15. 22,

8. JRAS, 1910, p. 446.

9. D. R. Bhandarkar, Carmichael Lectures, 1918, p. 45.

10. Rockhill, Life of the Buddha, p. 176.

11. Carmichael Lec. 1918, 22.

12, Suttanipdta, v. 1011; Suttanipita Commy. II, p, 583—Mchissatindmi-
kam purimanagaramti vuttam hoti,

13. Epigraphia Indica, 2. 103. No. ITI: 389 ff. Nos. 313, 314, 317.

14, Ibid., 9, 108.

15. JRAS, 1910, p. 868,
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of Atiipa, a descendant of Kartavirya¥ She said thus—“Be thou
the Laksmi on the lap of this long armed king, if thou dost wish to
see through the windows of his palace the Revd (Narmada) charm-
ing with rippling waters, which is a girdle round the hip-like ram-
parts of his city Mahismati”?

According to Kalidasa's Raghuvaméa (VI 43} Mahismati was
a flourishing city situated on the bank of the river Revd or Nar-
madi with its network of buildings.

“ Asyankalaksmirbhavadi ghavépormahismativepranitamvakdiicim /
prasidjalairjalaveniramydm Revim yedi preksitumasti kamak” / /

According to the Harivamse (3314 ff) the river Narmada
flowed past Mahismati?® Méhismati seems to have heen situated
on the river Narmadi between the Vindhya and the Riksa and it
can be safely identified with the modern Mandhiti region, where
there was the river called Mahisikd mentioned in the Kiskindhyi-
kinda of the Ramayana (XL1, 16). Mandhitd lay to the south of
the Pariyatra mountain {(western Vindhyas) whereas Méhismati
lay between the Vindhya and the Riksa (to the north of the Vindhya
and to the south of the Riksa) according to the commentator Nila~
kanthal® The Riksa mountain was invariably associated with the
middle Narmad3d region of which Mahismati was the most impor-
tant city® The Harivamsa (Visnuparva, 38.19) lends support to
this fact that the Riksa mountain has been described as belonging
to the people of Mahismati:

Mahd$maseighitaveti-Raksavantam updéritd
Mghismati ndma puri prekdsamupayisyati.

Some are of opinion that Mahisaka was the name of the country
of which Mahismati was the capital® Mihisakas were undoubted.
ly the same people as Mahismakas mentioned in the Makabhidrata
{ASvamedhaparva, laxxiil, 2473-7), The Harivemsia (I. Ch. 14)

16. Raghuvamsa, VI, 43.

17. JRAS, 1910, p. 444,

18. Cf. Bhigavatapusdna, X. 78~Pravisya Revdmagamad ypatre Mdhise
matlpun,

19, Harivamsa, II, 38. 7-13; Raychaudhuvd, Political History of Ancient
India, &h Ed. p, 122 £ 1.

20. Raychaudhuri, Studies in Indian Antiquities, 1832, p, 128,

21. R. G. Bhandarkar, Early History of the Dekkan, See. ii; Padma-
purdna, Adikdada, Ch. 6; Mahdbhdrata Bhismaparva, Ch, 8.
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states that Mahisa was the country of Mahismati. Fleet says that
Mahisamandala mentioned in the Pali Chronicles of Ceylon® was
the sé\me as Mahisa and Mahismati® Mahisika mentioned in the
Bhismaparva list of the Mchabharata (IX. 336; lxxxili, 2475-T7;
Sabhaparva, XXX, 1125-63; Matsyapurana, cxiii, 47) was the same
as Mahismati situated on the Narmada at a place where the Vindhya
and the Riksa contracted the valley.?* Fleet agrees with Pargiter
in locating Mahismati on an island in the N armada known as Mand-
hatd (Mandhatha), an island-village belonging to the Khandwa
Tahsil of the Nimir district of Central Provinces.

In the earliest times Mahismatl was the capital of a vigorous
kingdom comprising a large stretch of the Narmada valley and con-
tinued to be so till the great Bharata battle between the Kurus and
the Pandavas. Maihismati seems to have been the capital of the
southern division of Avanti called Avanti-Daksinapatha.® Accord-
ing to RajaSekhara’s Kavyamimamsa (p. 93) Daksinapatha lay to
the south of Mahismati? Maihismati was the capital of Haihaya or
Aniipadesa, the kingdom of Arjuna Kartavirya, who was killed by
Parasurama?® It was also the capital of the Cedis at the time of
Kalacuris.® '

Mahismati was founded and fortified by Mucukunda, son of
Mandhatri, on the rocky bank of the Narmada, at the foot of both
Vindhya and Riksa ranges, that is, at a place where the two
ranges approached the river3? Mahismat, who was the fourth in
descent from Haihaya, is said to have founded this city.3! Accord-
ing to the Harivam$e (33, 1847) Sihanja’s son Mahismant founded
this city. The Padmapurdna (VI. 115, 4; Pargiter, Aneient Indian
Historical Tradition, p. 263) states that Mahisa was its founder.

22, Mahavamsa, XII, 3; Mahdbodhivamsa, 114; Thiipavamsa, 72-73.

23. JRAS, 1910, p. 429.

24. Harivamsa, xcv, 5218.

25. JRAS, 1910, pp. 445, 447.

26. Carmichael Lectures, 1918, p. 54.

27. Mdahismatyd paratah Daksindpathal,

28. Bhagarvatapurdna, 1X. Ch. 15: JASB, 1838, p. 499.

29. Anarghardighava, Act VII, 115.

30. Harivamia, 33; Brahmapurdna, 13. 176-78; Vdyupurdna, 94. 28; Pad-
mapurdna, v. 12, 130-32; Matsyapurdna, 43, 29-31.

31. Wilson, Visnupunina, Tr., Vol. IV, p, 54 Pargiter, Markandeya-
purdna, Tr., p. 371 £.n.
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Mahismati was founded by the princes of Yadu lineage. In the
Puranas we find that Mahisman was the founder of this city.®

. According to the Raghivamséa (VI. 43) Anlpa country had
Mahismatl as its capital. It lay to the south of Surastra. It seems
likely that the Anfipas occupied the country south of Surastra
around Mahismati on the Narmadi. The epigraphic evidence sup-
ports this view.

The Harivaméa states that Purikd was a town in the Mahis-
mati kingdom (XCV. 5220-28). Purikd most probably belonged to
the Paurikas,

Mahissatl was one of the principal stopping places in the north
to the south-west route among the routes followed by the merchants
either on boats or with their caravans of bullock carts3* Mahis-
matipura is described in Buddhist literature as one of the regular
stages on the route from Paithdn to Sravasti3 Both Ujjayini and
Mahismati stood on the southern high road extending from Rija-
gaha to Patitthdna via Vesali, Kapilavatthu, Savatthi and
Kosambi3 The lines of communication between Pratisthina and
the kingdoms of Ujjayini, Vidi$a, etc. passed through the city of
Mahismati.8?

The cotton fabrics (kdrpdsikd) of the best quality were pro-
duced in Mahismati,3. the capital of the Kuntala country, which
included the western Deccan and the north of Mysore according to
a 12th century inscription. Fleet takes it to have been included
in the southern part of the Bombay Presidency.

Mahissatl was visited by Yasa, and the venerable Sambhiita
(Yang-dag skyes) lived here® Queen Vasundhari and the royal
children were conducted to Mahismati and presented to Mitra-
varma*® The Buddhist mission was sent by Moggaliputta Tissa to

32. Matsya, 43. 10-29; 44. 36; Vayu, 94. 26; 95, 35,
- 33. Bhdgavatapurdna, IX. 15. 22; Matsyapuring, 43, 29, 38; Vienupurdna,

Iv, 11. 9, 19.

34. Rhys Davids, Buddhist India, p. 103.

35. Imperial Gazetteers of India, XVII, p. 9.

36. JRAS, 1906, p. 453; Ibid., 1898, p. 533; Suttanipita vs. 1011-13.

37. Cambridge History of India, 1. p. 531,

38. Arthaédstra, Book II, Ch, 12; Ibid., Tr., p. 94 & £.n 4,

39. Rockhill, Life of the Buddha, p. 176.

40. Dasakuméracarita, p. 194.
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Mahisamandala probably Mahismant or the country of the Mahi-
sakas having had their capital Mahismati on the Narmada!

Having heard the words of Bavari who was the teacher of
king Prasenajit of Ko3ala and a contemporary of the Buddha, his
disciples were famous in the whole world (sabbalokassa vissutd),
meditative (jhayl), finding delight in meditation (jhdnaratd),
steadfast (dhird), who saluted and went round him. All with
matted hair and clad in skin departed towards the north. They
visited Mahissati after visiting Patitthana.4* Evidently Bavari’s dis-
ciples must have passed through Mahismati ie., to the other side
of the Vindhyas through the Vidarbha country as pointed out by
Dr. Bhandarkar.®?

Mandana Misra afterwards called Visvaripa Acarya lived at
Mahismati and was defeated here in controversy by Sankardcarya
according to Madhavacarya’s Sankaradigvijaya (Ch. 8).

When the empire of Renu, a powerful Videhan king, was divi-
ded into seven equal parts (sattadhd samam suvibhattam) by his
brahmin chaplain, Mahagovinda, the kingdom of Avanti fell to the
share of Vessabhli counted as one of the seven contemporary kings
of the line of Bharata#  Mahissati belonged to the people of
Avantl?® The Pali Canonical texts mention Ujjeni as the capital
of king Candapajjota of Avantl in the time of Mahavira and
Buddha. Dr. D. R. Bhandarkar seeks to account for this discre-
pancy by the assumption that the country of the Avantis was divid-
ed into two kingdoms, one placed in the Daksindpatha having
Mahissati for its capital and the other, i.e., northern kingdom hav-
ing its capital at Ujjayini. This explanation has not so far been dis-
puted.*6

The first dynasty of Mahismati was Haihayat?” The Mahd-
bharata (II. 30. 1124; V. 165, 5751) refers to the Haihaya kingdom
at Mahismati, The Haihayas mentioned in the Arthaddstra estab-
lished themselves by overthrowing the Nigas of the Narmadi

41. Cambridge, History of India, I, p. 603; Mahdvamsa, XII, Dipav., VIII.
42. Suttanipita vs. 1006-11—Jatdjinadhard sabbe pakkdmum uttardmukha.
43. Carmichael Lectures, 1918, pp. 4-5.

44. Diyha, 1I, p. 236.

45. Ibid, 11, p. 235—Madhissati Avantinam; Cf. Mahdvastu, III, p. 208.
46. Carmichael Lectures, 1918, p. 54

47. Matsyapurina. 43, 8-29; Viyupuréna, 94. 5-26,
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region. The Haihayas and their descendants, the Avantis, Bhojas,
etc. were all originally of the Satvata race®

The Pandava prince Sahadeva in course of his tour to subju-
gate the southern countries for Yudhisthira, went to Maihismati and
there fought and conquered Nila#® The statement made in the
Indian Antiquary (Vol. LI, p. 220) about Nila does not hold good,
as it is not supported by any reliable evidence.

Arjuna Kirtavirya was the most glorious ruler of the Haihaya
dynasty. He and Nala are styled as the lords of Anipa.’® Arjuna
Kartavirya extended his conquests from the mouth of the Nar-
mada as far as the Himalayas.5! The Junidgadh rock-inscription of
Mahaksatrapa Rudradiman refers to his sway which extended over
Aniipanivrit or the Mahismati region and other countries. There
were five branches of the Haihayas mentioned in the Matsya
Purana (43, 48-49). They were as follows: Vitihotras, Bhojas,
Avantis, Kundikeras or Tundikeras and Talajanghas. Pargiter
holds that the Vitihotras, Saryitas, Bhojas, Avantis, and Tundi-
keras, who were all Talajanghas, comprised the five Haihaya
families.52

The Haihayas were one of the ruling Ksatriya dynasties of
ancient India. Their power was crushed by Pratardana, king of
Kadl. Haihaya is often used as a synonymn of Yadava to denote
the whole group of peoples. The Vitihotras are said to be a branch
of the Haihayas. The Vitihotras and ASmakas are closely asso-
ciated with the Avantis of the Western Malwa. The Haihayas,
Afmakas and Vitihotras belonged to the great family of the des-
cendants of Yadu, who occupied the countries of the river Chambal
in the north and the river Narmad3i in the south.® Mahipadma
Nanda is described in the Vayu, Matsya and Brahminda Purdnas
as the destroyer of all Ksatriya families who ruled over different
parts of India along with the Haihayas and others.>

48. Raychaudhuri, Political History of Ancient India, 4th Ed. p. 123.
49. Mahabhdrata, 2. 30. 1124-63.

50. Ibid., Vanaparva, cxvii, 19.

51. Ibid., III, 116, 11089; 117, 10209.

52, Ancient Indian Historical Tradition, p. 102.

53. Cambridge History of India, L. p. 316.

54. Raichaudhuri, Political History of Ancient India, p. 188.
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The Bhéargavas were many in Kartavirya’s kingdom at Mahis-

matl. After his death their wealth brought down on them the hos-
tility of the Ksatriyas.5® Pargiter points out that when the kings
of Mahismati were powerful, the valley of the lower Narmada and
Antpa would naturally fall under their sway.%. The fourth suc-
cessor of the king BhadraSrenya of the Haihaya dynasty named
Arjuna Kartavirya, who was the ruler of Mahismati, carried, it is,
said, his arms over the whole earth.5” Sagara’s destruction of the
Haihaya power would naturally have carried him to the Narmada
anld their capital there, Mahismati®® When Arjuna Kartavirya
captured Ravana and imprisoned him at Mahismati, Pulastya asked
for leniency and Arjuna released Rivana.’® Dasisva reigned at
Mahismati, whose descendants are mentioned in the Anujisana-
parva of the Mahabhdrata (xiii, 2. 88-172). Kartavirya's son cap-
tured Mahismatl from the Karkotaka Nigas and made it his fort-
ress-capital.80 It is interesting to note that the Kurus had the
kings of Mahismati and Avanti in Madhyadefa as their allies.6!
Coda I, who was the ruler of the country lying between the
Vindhya mountain and the ocean, received the title of the lord of
Mahismati, because he derived his descent from Arjuna Karta-
virya.t? )

~ .

55. Mahdbhdrata (Vangabasi Ed.) Adiparva, clxxviii, vs, 11-18; Pargiter,
Markandeyapurana, Tr., p. 310.
56. Mbh., Vanaparva, cxvi, v. 19:
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Markandeyapurana, Tr., 344 f.n.
57. JRAS, 1910, p 442; Padmapurana, VI, 115, 3-4; 179, 2.
58. Pargiter, Ancient Indian Historical Tradition, p. 156,
59. Harivamsa, 33. 1876-78; Brahmdndapurdna, iii, 69. 35-7; Mlatsya, 43.
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60. Mahabhdrate, iii, 116, 11089; Ibid., 117, 10209,
61. Cambridge History of India, 1. p. 274.
62. Epigraphia Indica, XIX, p. 155.

The Unsuccessful Expeditions of Rijcklof Van Goens
and Adriaan Van Der Meyden to the Malabar Coast
(1660-1661)*

Mrs. Meilink’s narrative, translated from the Dutch original with
the kind permission of the author.

BY
Dr. T. 1. PooxeN, M.A,, PH.D.

During his stay on the fleet in front of the Malabar Coast Van
Goens had inspected the settlement at Kayamkulam where Reynier
Van Serooskercken again carried on the pepper trade. Van Goens
cherished great expectations from that trade which could flourish
as soon as the Company had regained their lost influence on the
coast. The princeling of Kayamkulam connived at the trade with
the Dutch in his land although he lived in great fear of his over-
lord, the king of Travancore, who had hurled severe threats against
his continuance of the trade with the Dutch. Therefore he dared
not permit the Dutch to remain at Kayamkulam during the rainy

season. ' !

i * SRR » ) »

In Madura the first minister continually intrigued agaiqst,f,bg
Dutch. His aim was the prevention of the Dutch plans for the esta-
blishment of a monopoly on the Madura and Malabar coasts. For
that purpose he worked in concert with the Portuguese, sought
connection with the English and even stirred up Travancore and
Quilon against the Dutch, »

* s * *

From their settlements in old Kayal the English tried to enter
into negotiations for trade connections with Quilon. Against this,
protests were made by Montanier, the Dutch ambassador at Kayal-
patanam, in the name of the United East India Company. This be-
haviour was not agreeable to his superiors. The contract which the
Company had entered into with the Signati had, it is true, shut

* Continued from Vol. XXXII, Part III
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out other nations from the trade, but did not give the Dutch the
right to hinder the trade to others. The only result of the protest
would be that the English understood how much the Dutch were
concerned with the trade at Quilon and how much they (the Eng-
lish) could injure the United East India Compapy in that trade.
In their turn the English at Pondecayl made a protest to the Resi-
dent Valkenburg at Tuticorin. They complained of the seizure by,
the Dutch of a native vessel with English passes which was on its
way from Quilon to Purakkad and according to the assertions of
the English was loaded by the Dutch because of their want of ship-
ping. But from this protest it became very clear to the Dutch
what the English were really striving at, namely, to place under
their protection all the native vessels which carried on trade in
places where the United East India Company was also at war on
the pretext that they had these ships wholly or partly in posses-
sion. Some months later the exact aim of the English appeared
still more explicit when the Dutch envoys in London were given
a memoir wherein they (the English) put in a claim for nothing less
than the protection of the navigation of native ships in places with
which the Company was not at war. Yea, they even denied the
Company the right to search and to take under arrest the native
ships belonging to subjects of states inimical to the Company and
were on their way to or coming from English trading settlements,
a demand which was rightly disallowed by the States-General.
Reciprocity on these conditions was not at all tried by England.
Here, in a high tone they demanded fulfilment of conditions which
England herself turned down contemptuously where she had the
power.

Although the Dutch came across these actions intended to
thwart them in trade and navigation and to make them hated by
the natives, they dared not take violent steps against the English.
They had to practise the greatest caution so that they might not
come into a conflict with the English. This was to ensure that the
United East India Company with their military plans on the Coast
was indeed very little inconvenienced and that it should be in con-
trast with the political policy which the Republic in the earliest
days of the Restoration carried on in England. Their policy was
to be inspired by the importance of the trade which asked for
peace and no irritation of an England which was developing her-
self in these years into a commercial power.

“
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But the conflict in India was continually more menacing through
the resolute attempts of the English to establish commercial settle-
ments at Quilon and Kayamkulam as well as Cochin. The English
Chief at Kayal, Walter Travers, went for this purpose to Cochin
for reconnoitring the possibilities for the founding of settlements
there at Quilon or Purakkad. At the same time he hoped to be
able to collect pepper and bastard cinnamon at Cochin. From
Cochin Travers was himself to set out for Purakkad as a conse-
quence of the invitation which the English had received the pre-
vious year from the prince of the land. The United East India
Company was not wholly to expel the English and occupy as indeed
they had no right to do either on the Malabar Coast or even
on that of Madura. On behalf of the High Government, propo-
sals for this line of policy were handed over at the time by the
States-General to the Protector Cromwell

* * * *

Van Goens represented to the Governor-General and Council
that with the capture of Cochin the pepper trade to the south of
that place upto Cape Comorin would fall into the hands of the
Dutch. To the English would then be left the trade to the north
from Cochin to Goa without one nation trading in the territory
allotted to the other. Van Goens had made good calculation as to
where the best growing places of pepper and cinnamon were found
and assigned these to the Company. But it remained to be seen
whether the English would be contented with the bad pepper and
cinnamon.

« » * *

Van Goens’ representation was received by the Lords Seven-
teen and the High Government with the necessary scepticism.
They did not believe that they could ever conclude a decent agree-
ment with the English who only derived benefit from “quarrels,
questions, wranglings and disputes so long as we were not inclined
to cede and surrender to them everything as we hope that the
Lord God shall defend the Company.” The past had in this res-
pect helped to clarification.

The English competition had already made itself felt in the
mounting pepper prices. As the prince of Kayamkulam was no
longer willing to protect the Dutch against the Portuguese, it
became necessary for Van Serooskercken to look for another place
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for remaining on the Coast during the rainy season and continuing
the pepper trade for the Company. He found shelter with a
neighbouring prince, the Raja of Martha, whose territory lay be-
tween Quilon and Kayamkulam. He appeared to have expected
less consideration from the Portuguese and.greater advantages
from the Dutch. In the place called “Pondaretourti” in this land,
Van Serocoskercken continued the trade checked at Kayamkulam
—a decision taken without consultation with Van Goens. But in
this initiative he far surpassed the not high expectations which
his Chief cherished of him although pepper here was also dearer
than at Kayamkulam. As Van Serooskercken was loved by the
Indian population, Van Goens hoped that this Raja would protect
Van Serooskercken against all intrigues and violent acts of the
Portuguese, Travancore and other enemies till the coming of the
Dutch fleet at the beginning of the following season. The best
way to thwart the English in the pepper trade was the old well-
tried expedient of buying pepper very largely in small lots. Hereby
the price went up and the trade was made unpalatable to the
English. After the departure of the English, that high price ecould
not naturally be maintained. ' As far as possible, the pepper had
to be exchanged against merchandise as the Company’s cash was
needed in other settlements.

Serooskercken hoped to buy about 650 lasts of pepper
and thus complete the quota of the 1000 lasts which
Van Goens had promised to his superiors. The largest and
cheapest pepper grew between Cochin and Quilon; from here it
was not only transported to sea-side places, but was also carried
inland over the mountains to the kingdom of Carnatic where the
merchants bought the same. The blockade of the Coast ports by
the Dutch caused much of the pepper of Cochin and Quilon to ba
carried to the south by short cuts along the lagoons and inland
waterways. The Dutch could, as long as they had their establish-
ment at Kayamkulam, buy a great portion of that for low price.

Still, it became more and more obvious that the establish-
ment of a total commercial monopoly would be attended with very
great difficulties. The Portuguese had a monopoly, but only of
pepper and possessed it only at the time when no European rivals
cf equal power had appeared on Indian seas. Although they with
the exception, indeed, of the pepper monopoly, left free the Indian
navigation, the latter was to a large extent dependent on them and

e
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under their protection. In the cafilas which were carric;d I;\éc.mg
the coast annually under convoy were found numbers o. ; thxan
vessels which paid certain duties for the armed escort whic . leley
received from the Portuguese. Likewise, the Dutch, especia y
after they had, to a very large extent closed the Portugueselnavx-
gation through the blockade of Goa, exercised such n? cotntré) ?)xxr;la:
i igati they had not only to bec
the Indian navigation. However, ’ : :
masters in the Indian territory, but also to get gnmedxatglyt m:;
an armed conflict with their worst rivals, the Enghsh.‘ Anthlt v:h
due to this competition between both Eur(;pea(rix natl?ns eamente
i igati i d a certain freedom of mov .
Indian navigation still possesse . .
'Il‘lhe subjects of the Zamorin carried an extensive trades in fegper,
i i ther things to Surat Cam-
i on, cocoanuts, ginger, coir and o
;1:; arl?/[us,cat etc. 'f'he merchants of the southern states ont the
Mal’abar Coast conveyed goods mostly to Madura (East Coast).

The management of the Company understood. that, '\Sler(:han
agreement with their European competito.rs was 1mposs(1i et, t}elz
should not, for that reason, deny a portion of thc? tra ; oWere
Indian population and Indi;n px;i}r:c:st 23: C}X:lfitail?sre\:rn a(':ned re

interested in that trade.
L};erg;:rllvisrhrej;zt:ythe Company’s wish to hinder other Europezla:
nations from the trade in the most valuable products (fo;' ex%rlr;pin,
Bengal silk, saltpeter,.indigo, pepper and cloths) was feasi
practice. { ‘
For the pepper which the Company obta'ined from the Mfzfilajt;ar
Coast, a very profitable market was found in the n(?t far fo :}11 ur:
ated Persia. The Malabar pepper was h.ere more w1sheg (Sr a
the Sumatra pepper. Profits which varied from 50 tof T we:;
made on this spice in the years 1660-62. The demand for pep:?t
which came from there to the Company mounted. to a quaIn é'y
of no less than 500,000 pounds annually. .The U.mted Easct'i fn ia
Company tried, as far as possible, to satisfy this demgn ron;
the Malabar pepper. And the stoclf of the collecteh pe;t)p;en
appeared so large that besides the portion set apax;t fo:1 the 1: uet
cargo to the Netherlands augmented by. the Persian fe}r:marégb (3)700
a further market was sought and found in Bengal. Of the : ,000
pounds which had been bought at Kayamkulam by Yan ergc;st
kercken, 150 last (1 last=2 tons) were sent to Persia asba1 Cse
experiment and as much as 42,000 pounds to Bengal. 'I(;he da a:)r:ﬂd
could serve for the annual return fleets to the fatherlan gn c

J. 9
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be sent to Batavia. Van Goens hoped that in the long run not
only Persia but also Coromandel, Surat and the fatherland could
be supplied out of the pepper yield of Malabar after the capture
of all forts on the Malabar Coast.

The contracts concluded by the.Company with the Indian
princes guaranteed to them a fixed purchasing price settled by
the United East Indian Company. This price was to remain valid
for at least four or five years and to be revised and fixed there-
after according to the market price in other lands.

Besides the pepper, the Company was concerned on the Mala-
bar Coast with the wild cinnamon not so much to carry on trade
in it themselves as to hinder to others that trade so that the cin-
namon of Ceylon could retain its higher market price. The best
cinnamon, the mato which was however far behind that of Ceylon
in taste and odour, grew in particular between Quilon and Cochin,
By capturing both these places the United East India Company
would become master of this spice. The Company experienced
here the severest competition from their English rivals with the
result that the prices mounted and the people themselves planned
increased peeling of cinnamon and the United East India Com-
pany saw their Ceylon cinnamon threatened. The English could
not, it is true, carry the cinnamon to Europe because of the high
freight charges but could indeed sell to the Indian population.
Here also the only remedy was to buy cinnamon dearly in small
lots and then to burn the same. As the bastard cinnamon was
found not only on the Malabar Coast but also among other
places in Quriam, Tonkin, Flores, etc., the Company should buy
this there also so as to bring about by that means a mounting of
prices. And through the mounting of prices, the people were
encouraged to peel more cinnamon, a vicious circle! At any rate,
the Company hoped in the long run to extirpate wild cinnamon
in Malabar. The planting of pepper had to be promoted and
people made to look to it for subsistence and not to the peeling of
cinnamon. Thus the United East India Company exercised a
direct influence on the production process of the natives. The
inferior cinnamon (the mato) grew along the entire Malabar
Coast from Cape Comorin to Calicut.

Because of the supply of rice to Ceylon, the Company had to

maintain good relations with yet another territory along the coast
of India proper, ie., with the rice land of Kanara. Willingly had
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the Dutch pushed out of here the Portuguese who had likewise
been sent to this land for the supply of Goa. The Naik and his
subjects profited from this competition and pushed up the prices
very much. Nowhere did the Company buy rice dearer than in
these regions.

* * * *

Because of the necessity of keeping a strong garrison in
Ceylon, less soldiers were then available for a new venture against
the Malabar Coast.

* * * *

Though the expedition in the spring had yielded no success,
yet they had decided to prepare a new undertaking as soon as
the rain and storms on the Malabar Coast began to abate. Some
ships were first of all to blockade Cochin and the other Portuguese
fortresses. For this purpose there sailed to Malabar the yachts,
Schel»is and Bantam with the galleon, the Charlois, under the com-
mand of bargeman Pieter de Bitter, Vice-Commander of the fleet
which previously blockaded Goa. This fleet of Pieter de Bitter
was further reinforced by the yachts Hogelande, Roothaes and
Zeeblom. The voyage proper for conguest could not begin before
people in Ceylon received sufficient reinforcements from Batavia.

Pieter de Bitter had received orders to put himself in com-
munication with Van Serooskercken for observing how the latter
was faring with the Raja of Martha. He had to send back the
galliot to Ceylon as quickly as possible in order to acquaint Van
Goens of the affairs of the Coast. De Bitter's chief commission
was to prevent the navigation to Cochin. He was again
commanded not to get into a conflict with the English. He could
make prize of all Portuguese vessels loaded with Portuguese goods.
From the English ships could be taken only those goods which
belonged to the Portuguese while the ships should remain further
unmolested. Much less dared the Company to hinder the entry
of the English in the Portuguese harbours. At the opposition of
the English against the search of their ships, De Bitter certainly
should use no violence, but only protest in writing.

It was again Adriaan Roothaes who was sent out with a fleet
of ships for the closing of the bar of Goa. After the break up of
the blockade fieet in the spring of 1660, the enemy had further
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received in his harbour diverse vessels. They were mostly small
provision ships as 300 navettes with rice 13 frigates from Cochin
and the usual Cafilla from the north, but in addition there was
also a big galleon, the Nossa Signora de Populi, a ship manned
with 250 persons. Besides, there arrived at Bassein in September
a carraval ship also. In spite of the small result of the previous
blockade, the Governor-General and Council had decided on a
renewed blockade in 1660-61. But the Company’s situation in
Formosa accounted for the fact that the fleet was just allowed to
take the sea and that not more than seven ships was equipped. It
was not before 4th September that the fleet took to the sea.

The political situation in Europe, where Spain and France had
concluded peace and turned their combined armies against the
powerless Portugal, made it necessary for this land to come to an
agreement with the Dutch. But the Governor-General and Coun-
cil felt that the peace negotiations which were being carried
on in the fatherland with the Portuguese would cut off a very fine
occasion to venture a vigorous extension against the Portuguese.
........ The new expedition to the Malabar Coast, for the most
part, had to take place with the soldiers who were already present
in Ceylon. Only 250 men could the High Government spare while
at least 500 soldiers were necessary and they could not denude
Ceylon too much. If Van Goens saw a chance of beginning any-
thing with the troops present in Ceylon, then it was left to his good
generalship. Also the fleet in front of Goa could be summoned
for co-operation with the expeditionary fleet. Fortunately, Ceylon
was just abundantly provided with soldiers of which they could
spare a certain number. Finally, the Dutch hoped to have some
military support from the Indian princes, especially from the
Zamorin.

On the 1st January 1661 Adriaan Van der Meyden appeared
in Ceylon with the promised 250 men from Batavia. The Governor-
General and Council had not found the accusations brought against
him to be of such a nature as to relieve him of his office. Already
he could have taken his seat at Batavia in the Council of India.
The High Government strongly disapproved the action of Van
Goens in having placed his highest colleague in the position of an
accused on such unsubstantial grounds without even permitting’
him to examine the complaints brought against him which after
ample investigation by the Council of India appeared for the great
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part to be unjustified. Even Van Goens had eventually to admit
that they could accuse Van der Meyden of no unfaithfulness or
grievous offence. A rather weak administration which perhaps
left somewhat too much to subordinates—this is indeed
the worst charge that could be brought against Van der Meyden.
The thoroughness of a Van Goens, Van der Meyden
was totally lacking in, and to- this is rightly to be
attributed in part the fact that his military operations
produced small result. Vet he was not such an incapable servant
of the Company as Van Goens wished to depict him, This appears
all too clearly from his letters and memoirs. Though they do nct
possess the clear concise style of a Van Goens, he nevertheless
develaps therein various fruitful ideas for the Company. The
pacification and colonisation of Ceylon was one of the chief troubles
he had to face as governor of Ceylon. Noteworthy was his pro-
posal that, for the purpose of causing the Indian magnates to have
greater affection towards the Compauy, they should be allowed to
wed Dutch girls whereby there would arise a population of mixed
race on whose loyalty the Company could count in the future. In
those days the Ceylon citizens were indeed of a very bad guality,
consisting mostly of tavern-keepers, ill-tempered persons and
drunkards. The conquest of the Malabar Coast would be very
advantageous to Ceylon as the Company could pass to those
Ceylonese citizens a part in navigation and give them the trade
which was carried on between the island and the Malabar and
Coromandel Coasts and which now was chiefly in the hands of
the Indians themselves.
* *

Peace was being negotiated in Ceylon with Raja Singa, If
Van Coens departed for Malabar just in the middle of these
negotiations, the Raja would certainly consider it as an insult.
Therefore Adriaan Van der Meyden was appointed as the head of
the new expedition. More than three weeks elapsed before a fleet
was collected. The ships Vlieiland, Hercules, Zeekond, Oyevaer,
Phoenix and Geldria were equipped in Ceylon. On these ships
were put 16 companies of soldiers, each of 65 men and 150 lascars,
(native soldiers) altogether sbout 1200 persons. These ships were
to work in concert with the Yachts Bantam, Schelvis, Roothaes,
Zeebloem, Waterpas and the shallop, the Snoek, already cruising
on the Coast. The Ceylonese garrison remained indeed very

scantily provided with supplies.

* * * »
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The Company’s navy could hardly be put into sea at the end
of January. Hence it was to be feared that the period before the
outbreak of the rainy season would be too short for capturing
Cochin. But without Cochin other conquests had little value as, as,
though Cranganore, Palliport and Quilon were taken and given
back to the inhabitants, the Portuguese would certainly repossess
those places immediately after the break up of the Dutch forces,
the more so as they who had been established in the land for so
many years could above all things partly count on the support
of the population converted to Catholicism.

The fleet blockading Goa could hardly, after the passing of the
ships from Taiwan and Japan, come to the help of the expedition.
After this fleet appeared in front of Goa on the 12th October, a
large galleon, the Bon Jesus de Carmel, crossed to the citadel
Agude from the carpenter’s yard near Marmagoa accompanied by
6 frigates. The Dutch perceived that it was a ship which had just
come from Portugal and hoped to secure a good prize. But, before
they could attack that ship which was not ready for battle, the
enemy burned it. Between the enemy frigates and the Dutch ships
there raged a battle with the result that only two of the Portuguese
ships could escape. In consequence of this unlooked for encounter,
the Portuguese must have lost 200 men. The burned galleon was
one of the ships which had to remain in Goa during the previous
year and which profiting by the long absence of the Dutch fleet
they had wished to send now to Portugal with a return cargo.
After the burning of the galleon, there still remained eight such
ships of which four lay below Marmagoa and four below Panjim.

In view of rumours that a new Viceroy was on his way to
India with 4 large galleons, Roothaes decided to keep his navy
together. He dropped his original sailing plan of splitting his fleet
so that a portion should cruise in front of Bombay, Chaul and
Bassein. There hardly existed the smallest chance of getting re-
inforcements in the beginning of December. Meanwhile he sent
the yachts Tholen and Cat besides the galliot, the Appleboom, to
cruise to the southern coast. On the 3rd November these ships
met ten Portuguese frigates from Cochin with Goa as destination
under the command of Bernardo Correa. The Dutch pursued these
ships near Cape Rama in the river of Cancon. The Portuguese
Commander wrote for help to Goa in order that he could break
through the Dutch and meanwhile disembarked various Portuguese
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households which had started with him from Cochin and now had
to travel with their furniture overland to Goa. Although Correa
obtained reinforcements from Goa, he dared not risk a sortie.
Eventually, after several of his men had deserted to the enemy, he
managed to escape close to the shore in complete silence, unseen
by the Dutch, and go inside Goa. The Council of Goa decided that
Correa should, as soon as possible, be sent back with the war
frigates to Cochin for reinforcing the town and providing it with
ammunition. How little the Commander of Cochin, Ignatio
Sermento, felt himself safe appears clearly from his letters to his
superiors in Goa. Again and again, he asked for reinforcements
and accused the Governors of Goa of gross dereliction of duty. He
had sufficient troops, but he was absolutely without money .for
paying his soldiers; besides he was all but destitute of war materle}l.
The Governors of Goa saw no chance of rendering assistance in
sufficient measure to their Commander. They were themselves in
pecuniary embarrassment. Because of lack of cash, Sermer.lto
could only decide on borrowing and, if that did not succeed, using
the silver of the churches. And he had to preserve friendship with
the old queen of Cochin for receiving her support in his difficult

position.

On the 26th January 1661, Van der Meyden with the ship
Vlieland had, even before the departure of the other ships, already
sailed in advance to the Coast. A letter to the King of Travancore
reminded him of his promise to restore Quilon.

On the way between Cape Comorin and Quilon, Van der
Meyden met the flyboat Elburg coming from Kanara with a rice
cargo. In front of Barsalore, this ship fell into great danger of
being taken by 7 large Portuguese war frigates. This was the
relieving fleet for Cochin under Correa. The master of the ship
knew to keep the Portuguese at a distance. According to him,
these ships were manned with soldiers, not less than 1200 to 1.500
persons, a surely somewhat exaggerated representation of affairs.
According to news from the spies in Goa, each ship was manned
with not more than 20 men. The Portuguese Commander, forced
to withdraw by the resistance which the Dutch offered him, turned
his steps to the south for continuing his journey, but, learning that
the Dutch fleet had appeared on the Coast, turned back first to
Cannanore and went from there to Goa. The complaints of
Sermento notwithstanding, fairly considerable reinforcements were
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present at Cochin. Serooskercken who in May of the previous
year cruised in front of Cochin with two ships was, to the annoyance
of Van Goens, unable to prevent 7 frigates with 375 soldiers getting
in there. Thereby, the Portuguese had a strength of 20 war
frigates. Could they also get the last mentioned auxiliary squadron,
then the attacking of their forces would entail great risks.

Van der Meyden directed his steps first of all towards Kayam-
kulam where he dropped anchor on the 2nd February 1661 and
acquainted himself with the state of affairs. For preventing the
advent into Cochin of Portuguese succour, Van der Meyden sent
Pieter de Bitter with the yacht Zeehort to Cochin and Ayakotta.
He himself followed with the other yachts. It appears that the
auxiliary squadron under Correa then withdrew quickly and turned
back to Goa. ‘

The Zamorin made him understand that he gladly wished an
interview with the Dutch. If a venture of the latter would
succeed, then the support of this most powerful Malabar prince
would be of great importance for the Company.

Van der Meyden therefore sent De Bitter and the book-keeper
De Haze for an audience with the Zamorin with request for help
and elucidation as to “who were permitted to be his and our
friends”. Yet the Dutch were not wholly easy about the Zamorin’s
loyalty. The subjects of this prince meanwhile manifested 'their
good disposition by permitting the Dutch to take drinking water
and provisions unhindered. De Bitter returned a day later ac-
companied by one of the princes of the Zamorin’s court. This
ambassador, on being accorded a friendly reception, made it
known that the Zamorin was well disposed to the Dutch and would
gladly receive the Commander of the Dutch fleet at his court.
This was politely declined by Van der Meyden under the pretext
that time was too precious. Immediately after the departure of
this prince, the eldest heir to the throne (i.e. the successor to the
inheritance) and the king of Cranganore appeared in the fleet.
Although the Zamorin had concluded peace with the Portuguese,
he was prepared to break the same if the Dutch were willing to
capture Palliport and occupy the coast to the south of the river
of Cranganore. The Zamorin's troops would then, on their part,
try to draw near as closely as possible to Cranganore which place
was already besieged by them at four points. These proposals

EXPEDITIONS OF RIJCKLOF VAN GOENS 333

apart, this conversation gave Van der Meyden an insight into the
party relations of the Malabar princes and of the friends and foes
whom the Dutch would have to take into account.

A few days later the Zamorin showed his readiness to negotiate
a contract and sent again the same ambassadors to Van der
Meyden. The Company’s and the Zamorin’s wishes were weighed
against each other and on the following basis a positive agree-
ment was reached.

On the capture of Palliport and Cranganore, the goods, artillery
and other things seized must be divided half and half between the
Zamorin and the Dutch. The Portuguese and native Christians
taken prisoners were to be allotted to the Company, and the Hindus
and Muhammadans to the Zamorin. The Catholic Portuguese
priests were to be banished. .Further, the Dutch promised that
they would demolish the captured forts. If they did not succeed
in taking Cochin before the departure of the fleet, the Dutch should
not, after the capture of Palliport, demolish that fortress but
occupy it with a Dutch garrison that should enjoy the protection
of the Zamorin. In the negotiations, the interests of the Cochin
claimant were not forgotten. The Zamorin and the King of
Cranganore promised to make good half of the expenses incurred
in that capture. If they succeeded in placing the Cochin claimant
on the throne, the expenses were to be entirely met by both the
Malabar princes. Concerning justice and the incomes from rents
and tolls, the Dutch were wholly to succeed to the rights of the
Portuguese. And then followed the most important clause for the
Company: all pepper came into the hands of the Dutch for a price
to be settled later. The Malabarees on their side asked that a third
of the entire pepper vield be set free for the trade of the magnates
of the land and their merchants in particular if the Dutch succeed-
ed in establishing a strong fort at the corner of the river of Cochin
and driving the Portuguese from there. They were least in agree-
ment about the expenses of the conquests. As Van der Meyden
did not wish to appear at the court, the Zamorin himself in his
own person condescended to go to the Dutch Commander’s place
where he was festally welcomed and certain presents were offered
to him. He went with agreement on most proposals but showed
little inclination himself to support his own troops which he should
give to help the Dutch: Van der Meyden made him see that the
Dutch had come to his land to help him only on his request and
that he himself must therefore pay his troops. But the Dutch,

J. 10
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understanding all too well that without the co-operation of the
Malabarees on the Coast not much was to be achieved, guarded
against making this a rock of offence and felt that, if above all
they offered him their good offices, the rest would surely follow. A
Dutch shallop brought the Zamorin with his retinue again to the
land. It was now only to be hoped that they could build much
on all these promises of the Malabarees.

Meanwhile, Van der Meyden had obtained ten ships together
on the Coast besides some smaller vessels. After the appearance
of the Yacht Hercules under Captain Wash and the Oyevaer with
the soldiers remaining in front of Ayakotta, Van der Meyden de-
cided to risk a landing to take Palliport.

This happened in good order on the 15th February, a little to
the south of Palliport. It came to a fight with an army of Nairs
who were armed and under the influence of opium. They were
repulsed and many were left dead or taken as prisoners. The Dutch
also had to mourn for two dead and seven wounded including a
captain and a lieutenant. On the following day, Ven der Meyden
carried out his march along the shore. The Dutch made them-
selves masters of a small Muhammedan mosque wherein the
Portuguese had placed a cannon and from which they fired at the
advancing troops, but hit none. The Portuguese garrison in this
small fane took shelter in the forest and fled to the fort of Palliport.
The Dutch now approached the fort very closely along the river
and the beach. The garrison under the command of Gomes de
Silva consisted of 150 to 200 white and 200 Indian (Topasses and
Nairs) soldiers.

Van der Meyden took counsel about storming the fortress with
a few companies. The fact that the Portuguese did not retreat
thereupon shows clearly that they expected reinforcements. All
preparations were made for a sally. Therefore Van der Meyden
and his army council decided not to delay the attack as the expect-
ed Portuguese reinforcements would not be inconsiderable. Two
metal twelve pounders and mortar were brought in front of the
fortress. For the protection of their rearguard, the Dutch threw
an entrenchment for being secured against a surprise attack of
the Portuguese reinforcement coming from Cochin. But while
they were busy in the night with the construction of this defence
work, the Dutch became aware that the Portuguese tried to escape
unseen in vessels. This was done so quickly that the Dutch ships
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sailed too late to prevent their escape. With this, the Company
became master of the fortress of Palliport. The Portuguese
reinforcement not less than 400 to 500 white men and ¢ to 5 thou-
sand Nairs, was in rowing boats and approached the land at a
distance of about 2 miles, but observing the escape of their people,
the Portuguese did not know what it was right to do, to go forward
or to turn back. Through their delay, the Dutch gained time to
consolidate their position.

Very soon it became evident that the fair promises of the
Zamorin were not of much value. He did not furnish to the Dutch
workmen for the construction of the fortification at Palliport nor
did he send Nairs so that Van der Meyden might advance against
Cranganore. He did not wish to accept Palliport which was offer-
ed to him by Van der Meyden and very scon rumours went round
that not only had the lord of Paliyam again joined the Portuguese,
but that the Zamorin and the King of Cranganore sought a new
contract with the Portuguese. Letters exchanged between Ignatia
Sermento, Captain of Cochin, and the Governors of Goa which had
fallen info the hands of the Dutch and from which the equivocal
part of the Zamorin could be shown as clear as the sun at noonday
showed that these rumours were obviously true. To the
Dutch at Palliport the Zamorin brought up again the plea that his
alliance and armistice would not be serious so long as the repudiat-
ed Cochin claimant was not restored to his throne. Attempts of
the Dutch to negotiate with the reigning prince of Cochin and the
old Queen were ineflective, The Malabar princes hesitated to
choose between two evils. They were afraid that to maintain
continued and friendly relations with the Dutch would be making
the worst choice. But it was disappointing for the Duich that ibeir
good intentions were rewarded with so little faith.

Van der Meyden felt himself very unsafe at Palliport. Had
he at his disposal a large army of 600 or 1000 soldiers, then there
was perhaps yet something to be undertaken. In the given
circumstances he despaired of achieving any success against
Cochin. Van der Meyden judged that, for a capture of that
fortress, at least an army of 2000 or 2500 soldiers was required. Of
this Ceylon could perhaps supply a thousand, but the rest had to
come from Batavia. If such a military force could not be gathered,
then they must still in any case recapture Quilon, Van der Meyden
still thought that even with the soldiers at his disposal he could



336 JOURNAL OF INDIAN HISTORY

risk the recapture of Quilon, but this plan was also given up and
on 5th March 1661, he broke camp from Palliport.

At Kayamkulam the Indian merchants seriously complained
of the seizure of their vessels by Dutch cruising yachts. They
even made demands for compensation for the Quilon vessels which
were made prize on sailing without pass from the United East
India Company. They refused to supply pepper further to the
Company if first satisfaction was not given to them. In order that
the ships which came to take pepper might not have to depart
unloaded, Van der Meyden was forced to yield. Besides the king
of Kayamkulam appeared very much offended and threatened to
seize the Company's property and to push out the Dutch from his
land if they insisted on attacking Quilon and other places situated
on the south coast. Over and above that, he asked for passes from
Quilon, Calicut, Cannanore and from the Madura Coast. Van der
Meyden found it advisable to clear a portion of the Company’s
money and stock from the warehouses both at Kayamkulam and
at Karunagapalli in the land of Martha and to bring them aboard
ship. The rest he left behind at Kayamkulam under the super-
version of Van Serooskercken while small yachts were to remain
cruising in front of the Coast. The book-keeper De Haze was sent
to the Zamorin with three small cannon taken as prize at Palliport
to obtain his ratification of the articles agreed on. Van der Mey-
den’s hope that the help of Roothaes’ fleet would yet reach him
likewise vanished into smoke. He received news that an attack
of some galleons from Goa was feared and thus Roothaes could
not spare a single ship from the blockade. The Council of Goa had,
at the instance of the Admiral Don Luiz de Mendoso Furtado,
decided to equip four of the eight galleons present at Goa for
smashing the attempt by the Dutch. But this not only cost much
money but a large crew was also necessary for this. The Dutch
rightly doubted a little whether in view of the miserable situation
in Goa both these could be gathered.

In the town (Goa) the mutual altercations continued in full
vehemence., A third part of Goa lay in ruins because of depopu-
lation. Whole streets were uninhabitable. Infectious diseases pro-
duced many victims. Brigandage and murder continued unpunish-
ed. Nobody was safer on the streets. One of the Portuguese
magnates who wished to return to Portugal with his entire family
plundered the king's warehouses empty for fitting up a ship bought
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by him. This again gave occasion for new quarrels between
the Portuguese officials. In large numbers the unpaid Portuguese
soldiers went over to the natives for carrying on ten times as much
trade as in the Company’s service.

It was an annoyance for the Dutch that the small vessels still
continually succeeded in coming inside Goa. For this purpose in
particular they obtained the so-called thousand-boned long flat
bottomed rowing vesels about 6 feet broad and 50 feet long manned
with 30 rowers. The Dutch saw no chance of overtaking these
vessels which could sail very close along the coast where even the
Company’s smallest ships could not reach them.

In 1661 the Portuguese again sought to intrigue at the
Ceylonese court and in Bijapur against their Dutch enemies, but
with even less success than in the preceding years. More than
money, people and concord, the Dutch enemies mattered to them.

Meanwhile Van der Meyden departed from the Coast without
yet accomplishing anything important.

The deepest cause of the failure of this unsuccessful expedi-
tion was the shortage in the Company’s ships and personnel in
consequence of which the United East India Company had not at
the same time sufficient ships available for their various enter-
prises and the fleet sailed out much too late. The time for under-
taking anything was therefore too little. The state of affairs had
only become rather worse than better, the enemy in higher spirits
and more alarmed than damaged. Besides, it was evident how
little they could rely on the Malabarees. Only by making their
appearance with a larger military force could they bring the
princes to the conclusion of a contract. Those princes were look-
ing forward only to be liberated by the Dutch from the Portu-
guese. But they speedily perceived that they would fare much
worse with the Dutch as these asked for an absolute trade mono-
poly for themselves while the Portuguese had, for the most part,
given a free hand to the Indian ships. And the Dutch strove for
even more than a trade monopoly. This was the experience which
the Raja Singa of Ceylon had with them. Had he not lost the
mastery over the greatest portion of his island?

Van Goens must have received the Governor of Ceylon with

Lttle friendliness on the return of the latter to the island. The
very strained relations between the two men had not become
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better. But, as Van der Meyden himself deplored in his commu-
nication to the Governor-General and Council, Van Goens had
been in a much better position with respect to Cochin in 1658-1659
and he (Van der Meyden) had not the benefit of a captured Quilon.
Van der Meyden himself does not raise the question of Van Goens’
unsuccessful expedition of the spring of 1660. But he observes
“It is nevertheless true that the Commissaries (Van Goens) was
in many things too caustic and does him (Van der Meyden) no

justice”. He says this because of his bitterness about his trouble-
some chief,

The Lords Seventeen, with their eyes directed on the calcu-
lation of the expenses of the expedition, showed themselves like-
wise very much disappointed over the meagre result, Van der
Meyden advised his superiors first to capture Quilon in the fol-
lowing season and certainly not to begin with the risk involved
in the attack on Cochin—this in contrast to Van Goens who consi-
dered the capture of Cochin more than anything else most neces-
sary. Justly Van der Meyden pointed out the great danger that
Ceylon would be involved in as a result of the possible failure
of the enterprise against Cochin. For a capture of Quilon, Van
der Meyden again offered his good services. For that he
developed a plan which reminded one very much of his first pro-
posals. It was necessary that captured Quilon should be fortified
better than at the first time. Co-operation with the fleet in front
of Goa was certainly required. Van der Meyden was convinced
that the Zamorin would permit the Dutch to trade in his land.

Van Goens, although he wished to give precedence to the
occupation of Cochin according to his plan, saw indeed the great
importance of the capture and fortification of Quilon. Even after
an eventual peace with Portugal, the Company could obtain their
rights on this place secured by their contract with the Signati.
How useful would the possession of Quilon not be for keeping the
Zamorin to the Dutch side? We could serve him better than to
be a bully against enemies of Cochin.”? Therefore a large mili-
tary force must be left in Ceylon for being used for an expedition
against that fortress (Quilon) in the following season,

Van Goens declared himself strongly against the handing over
of the fortresses to the princes of Malabar as the High Govern-
ment wished on the grounds that they did not wish to arouse the
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hatred and opposition of the native population, but especially out
of considerations of economy, concern about the expenses qf the galr(i
rison, and the fear that military forces present in the Infiles Wout

be too much weakened. Van Goens rightly showed that if the.r fort-
resses were handed over to the Malabarees, these would mm’txeli
diately fall back into the hands of the Portuguese .or wors:-ef sti

into those of the English rivals. And would the princes pe orrrg
without compulsion of weapons, the contracts whlcb the Umte;

Fast India Company had concluded with them? This was sur:.hy
very much an all too naive current of thought. As soor;) as the
Dutch had turned their backs, their monopoly would also be over.

Van Goens tried to convince his superiors of .his j_udgment in
this matter. They but reluctantly wished to fa}l in .thh the pr}(l)-
posal. In letter after letter they continued 1ns1st1?'1g that c;c -i
expenses of occupation should be as small as possible. lAIL i
was only the necessity of the security of Ceylon and the false 2§e
of extraordinary pepper stocks which Van Goens held out to ; i
thrifty masters in the Netherlands that mzjlde them somew ad
inclined at least to continue occupying Cochin after capture. fm
send the ships, men and money necessary for that on copdltlon,
however, that the expenditure must 't.>e cove}-e.d b;{ thlt; gxcsme.
The Lords Seventeen, now that their domml.on itse : ih ;0
mightily expanded and they became short of ships ?o av?xth. efo;
selves of the entire trade, would throw open a portion or this .
the natives. They hoped that thereby the hatred and ;vez;xor:
which the establishment of the trade monopoly had brought abou
everywhere would be reduced a little.

i i t secret during

A venture devised by Van Goens in very grea
the rainy season of the Malabar Coast against the Portug‘tfese
fortress of San Thome in Coromandel failed as the town fell into
the hands of the King of Golconda who placed the place under

his protection.

All these important commissions made. it still i.mpossible for
Van Goens to take his seat in the Council Sf ?ndla wh1clf1 :}s;as:
conferred on him by the Lords Seventeen, “being a proof a
Your Lordships have been pleased to show some pleasure in ?y.
services.” The High Government seems to have been liessh satis-
fied “than indeed (I) had hoped and expected, yet' aIver::
little consolation, thank God, because with a good conscience 1 ca
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consider myself innocent”. Opposition manifested itself every
moment between Batavia and Van Goens. On these occasions he
felt himself backed by the Directors who in the distant fatherland
did not subject his actions to a similar control as the High Gov-
ernment in Batavia—a control which was intolerable for Van
Goens. “It is surely under Your Lordships’ correction,” writes
he to the Seventeen, “no small commission that was entrusted to
me. Sa I have found the way I had to walk through sorrowful,
thorny, and slippery and in many places deviating from the right
aim, Accordingly it is not strange if I have as a man somewhere
stumbled. The Governor-General and Council ought to be pleased
that he has fulfilled his commission so well, but he consoles that
the displeasure that their Lordships have been pleased to take is
much more because he has been stern rather than soft.” He would
comply with his master’s wishes and instead of going to meet a
well-earned rest again betake himself to hard work. And to this
the believing Van Goens adds “Praying God that He would be
pleased to grant wisdom, energy and particularly His merciful
blessing for the execution of their lordship’s wise orders.”
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The Revolt of 1857 is a most momentous, if tragic, event in the
history of modern India. It has been looked at and described in
various ways. English historians have called it a Sepoy Mutiny,

- while Indians would love to regard it as the First War of Indian

Independence. A large quantity of historical literature has gathered
round the Great Revolt. But, practically all of it has been written
from the British point of view. There is little or no account avail-
able from the defeated side, which could clear up the objects and
motives of the rebels. There is, therefore, a lot of speculation about
the nature and significance of the Movement.

The Revolt has been viewed from different points of view.
Firstly, it was a mutiny of the Company’s sepoys, pure and simple.
The sepoys were discontented on account of various reasons among
which the alleged supply of greased cartridges was the principal
one, Secondly, the Revolt marked a struggle between the civiliza-
tion of the West and that of India. It has been suggested that the
fast-approaching tide of the Western civilization caused a great
alarm in the minds of the conservative sections, and made them
combine against the British rule. Thirdly, the Revolt reflected the
discontent of the expropriated feudal classes whose powers and
privileges had been lately assailed by the British. Fourthly, the
Great Revolt was viewed as a secret Muslim conspiracy to oust
the British from India and restore the old Muslim sway. It has
been asserted that the Mughal Court stirred up the Mutiny for
selfish political reasons. This movement is also said to have been
encouraged by the representatives of the dispossessed house of the
Avadh monarchy. Lastly, the Indian Revolt has been regarded as

J. 11
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the first Indian War of Independence. These different viewpoints
amply indicate that the Mutiny was not a simple movement but a
complex one. It would be a mistake to treat it as a disconnected
and sudden explosion.

The Revolt of 1857 symbolises a new political awakening in
the land. This awakening was also cultural, even though the sepoys
were one of its chief spearheads. The fact is that the impact of
Western civilization had roused the average Indian from his usual
self-complacency, and the attacks on religious beliefs and institu-
tions coming from the Christian missionaries had convinced many
people that unless India was freed from the British rule indigenous
culture could not be rendered safe and secure. Thus the revolt
was ultimately and essentially a struggle between the past and the
present, between the old and the new, and between the devout and
the heretical. The onslaughts of Christianity and the Western
forms and methods of administration roused the orthodox and the
conservative. But this discontent would not have taken the shape
of a widespread revolt, if the yearning for freedom had not stood
out as the outward emblem of the decaying old political order of
India. “Dharma” or “Din” was the slogan which powerfully ap-
pealed to all sections who were disaffected against the foreign rule.
The outward expressions of this feeling varied in different regions
according to local political, and economic conditions, but this was
the same motive force which had brought to the West the new
spirit of patriotism.

Confronted by the threat of being swallowed up by an alien
culture and rule, the soul of the people, roused to a sense of danger,
rebelled against the national menace. Religion and politics became
mixed up in 1857 in a manner in which it cannot do so in any
country other than India, for the people were by nature and in-
stinct intensely religious and puritanical.

The real significance of the Mutiny lies, therefore, in an ideo-
logical conflict which took the shape of a patriotic outburst against
foreign rule. But this struggle should not be interpreted in terms
of a racial rising. If we view the matter dispassionately, we shall
find that comparatively little race feeling was visible on the rebel
side during the Mutiny. The rebels, however, precipitated the
struggle because there was a widespread feeling against the British-
ers as rulers. There was, however, no racial hatred. This is clear
from repeated cases of assistance and loyalty to the British, which
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were solely actuated by a feeling of pure liberality or of personal
likes and dislikes. There is no doubt that the Mughal family at
Delhi bitterly resented their lowly position under the Company’s
rule. Nana Saheb of Bithur likewise resented the stoppage of his
pension. The protagonists of the Avadh monarchy were mostly
disaffected on account of the unceremonious annexation of the
country. The Rani of Jhansi nursed a grievance because her
adopted son was deprived of his royal status. The Talugdars of
Avadh were hostile because their rights in the land had been at-
tacked and curtailed. Other feudal chiefs had some grievance or
the other. But how is it that such discordant elements managed
to combine against the mighty British Empire? Could individual
rancour and prejudice have led to countrywide revolt? The Revolt
of 1857 was scarcely a revolt of disgruntled elements alone, as
foreign writers are wont to hold. It is true that the outbreak was
not a revolution of the Western type and it certainly lacked some

~of the known features which characterised the revolutionary move-

ments of Europe or America. Still, it marks a real national up-
surge for the first time in modern India. This upsurge was erratic,
even isolated, sporadic and unforeseen. This does not detract from
the great significance of this upsurge. No revolutionary movement
on a large scale can take place only because the leaders are dis-
gruntled. A widespread conflagration cannot be artificially engineer-
ed by self-seekers and manipulators. Such people certainly will
exploit the situation favourable to them, but they themselves ¢an-
not create the situation itself. If a national consciousness had not
appeared in a vague form, the disgruntled leaders would not have
been able to create a vast insurrectionary movement.

It is the arrogant and imperialist self-assertion of the Britisher
which produced a countrywide discontent. People felt that under
a foreign rule their “Dharma” could not be maintained, and so they
desired that this foreign rule must be uprooted in the interests of
“Dharma”. The feeling was not one of pure political patriotism but
of socio-religious nationalism. The cartridge affair may have hast-
ened the outbreak but was not its cause. The very fact that the
insurrection was not organised shows that it was a vague sense of
political discontent which caused it. Every party, including the
sepoys, took a leap in the dark, conscious only of the fact that they
wanted to destroy the British rule. The rebels did not have a pre-
cise idea of the use they would make of the leap they had taken,
but they seem to have been agreed on the point that the rebellion
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was really welcome in many regions of Northern India. Essen-
tially in the nature of a military outburst in various cantonment
towns, the revolt assumed in many places, specially in* Uttar Pra-
desh, the character of a popular rebellion of the country already
disaffected by foreign conquest and British innovation. The
first outbreak of the Revolt was necessarily in the more combustible

quarters of the Bengal Army, but this need not make us regard it
as a mere military movement.

There are certain things which demand a careful considera-
tion. Firstly, how is it that both Hindus and Muslims joined
together against a common foe unless it may be that a common
patriotic sentiment inspired them all? Hindu-Muslim unity during
the Mutiny is a really memorable phenomenon which has so far
been completely ignored by European historians. In their common
fight against the British the two communities fought shoulder to
shoulder. It is a highly significant fact that cow-killing was com-
pletely stopped in Delhi during the Mutiny. Bahadur Shah’s Chief
Secretary during the brief period of his restoration was a Hinduy,
Mukand Ram, just as Nana Saheb’s Chief Advisor was a Muslim,
Azimullah. In Avadh both Hindu and Muslim Talugdars and
peasants fought for the cause of their dethroned King. The Talug-
dar Beni Madho, when he realised that he could not hold his fort,
surrendered it, but did not surrender personally on the ground that
he himself belonged to the King. This feeling of unity is a symp-

tom which canrot be explained away except in terms of political
nationalism.

Secondly, the great sacrifices which the rebels cheerfully made
have not been fully assessed so far. Hundreds and thousands lost
their all and gave up their lives. Was it because some political
adventurers misled them? The selfless spirit which is seen on a
grand scale in different regions of India during the Mutiny is a

proof of the fact that a vague feeling of patriotism must have been
there.

Thirdly, if the rebels were inspired by the cultural ideology
of “Dharna” or “Din”, this was the foundation on which Indian
national awakening rested in the last century. In the West the
foundation of nationalism was a cultural and economic sense of
oneness. In India it was a different thing. As the country was
under the economic exploitation of the British, the first stirring of
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nationalism came in the religious sphere rather than in the
economic.

Fourthly, how is it possible to explain that during the Mutmy
different elements of society, high and low, baron and peasan:c,
man and woman, and Brahmin and untouchable all forgot their
age-old differences and joined in a commonAcause? From contem-
porary sources plenty of evidence is available 'fo show that a
remarkable social brotherhood was seen at first in a number f)f
centres. This sense of social brotherhood must be interpreted in
terms of political nationalism; otherwise this would be both
strange and unintelligible.

Fifthly, the fact has not been explained by the' English histo-
rians as to why village after village in parts ofinhar and Uttar
Pradesh shook off the British rule and declared independence. In
many places the whole countryside was in open revolt. In some
areas of the Doab even criminals and dacoits are known to have
joined in the common rising against the British. In many pl.a?es
the houses and properties of those who were loya.l to the 31‘1t13h
were attacked and plundered. The lives of the Indian subordma.tes
of the Company were in danger in the midst of the mob fury which
broke out in many parts. These facts which have not recelve.'d the
attention they deserve, lead us to think that a new-born feeling of
patriotism must have been the cause of these.

Lastly, why was not the Mutiny a localised affair? Why did Et
become widespread in different regions of India? I:?ven though
there was no well-thought-out plan or any pre-conceived scheme
on a fully national scale the insurrection occurred simultaneously
at many places of the country. It was certainly not chz.mce or acci-
dent which made it widespread, but the popular feeling that the
foreign rule must be resisted. Had there not been a common feel-
ing against foreign imperialism, the outbreak could n?t have.z been
countrywide. It would have remained a local affair as in the
previous cases of the Vellore Mutiny and the Barrackpore Mutiny.

The Revolt had its ups and downs, no less than temmrary
setbacks and ultimate failure. Incidents occurred at different
places which only showed political immaturity or militz?ry short-
sightedness on the part of the rebels. Misunderstandings soon
appeared, when failure stared them in the face a.nd sgtbacks and
frustrations caused demoralisation, rivalry, and bickerings. Lack
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of careful planning and efficient organisation on a national scale
weakened the movement. Their divided leadership was a standing
source of weakness and it could not control the mob violence which
the Revolt necessarily produced. The patriotic and revolutionary
urge could not be canalised in the face of helpless violence which
came in the wake of the Mutiny. The vague sense of discontent
which had gripped the masses and classes alike could not become
all-pervasive for want of unity and control. The dispossessed
and disgruntled groups of leaders who had suffered from
British rule were there, but they failed to produce a leader
of the character of a George Washington. The feudal or semi-
feudal leadership which controlled the revolt was at best an indif-
ferent leadership, looking in contrary directions at one time, and
lacking in high military skill and diplomatic finesse. While re-
sources were lacking mere plunder could not provide the means
with which the war of liberation could be managed. Princely
allies were not forthcoming and rebel peasants and barons both
were ill-led and ill-provided. The Company with its vast resources,
military and economic, was able before long to stamp out the revolt
in all parts of India. The Revolt ended almost as quickly and
abruptly as it had come. The feudal classes who led the fight
against the Dritish could not throw up a brilliant high command.
At Delhi there was scarcely any leadership. Bahadur Shah him-
self was more a poet, musician and artist than a political leader.
He was too old to formulate a scheme of rebellion of his own.
Zinat Mahal, the ambitious Mughal queen, was more a schemer
than a leader. The leaders whom the revolt threw up elsewhere
were scattered and weak. Of them a few can be named: Nana
Saheb, Azimullah, Lakshmi Bai, Tantia Tope, Vakt Khan Rohilla,
{unwar Singh, Amar Singh, Beni Madho, Maulvi Ahmad-ullah,
and Hazrat Mahal. They all figured in different areas, without any
concerted plan. There was no organisation and little or no means
of communication among themselves. That they failed against the
mighty British Empire in the end need cause no surprise,

The attempt of feudal India to throw off the foreign yoke failed
not because it was not national or patriotic, but because it could not
become fully democratic and well-organised. As such, the Indian
Revolt of 1857 abounds in lessons and warnings. A war of national
liberation against a powerful foreign State cannot succeed unless

and until the masses are fully awakened and efficiently organised
and led,

A Note on the Sittannavasal and Kudumiyamalai
Monuments

BY
K. R. VENkRATA RaMAN.

The southernmost place in the provenance of the inscriptions
of Pallava Mahéndravarman I (A.D. 600-30) is Tiruchirapalli. A.ft_er
his reign, until that of Nandivarman II—(733-96) Pallava inscrip-
tions are conspicuously absent on the banks of the Kavéri. The
reference in the Sendalai pillar inscriptions and in the Vélvikudi
grant to Kodumbalir and one or two other places in the former
Isudukottai State, indicates that in the 8th century all these places
were within the territory of the Pandyas. The earliest Pallava
inscriptions within the Pudukottai territory belong to the reign
of Dantivarman (734-845); there are a few others dated in the
reigns of Nandivarman III (844-66) and Nripatunga (850-96). A
line drawn from R3&jdlipattu to the north of Kodumbalir in the
north-west of Pudukottai State to Kunnindarkévil in the north-
east would mark the southernmost limit of the provenance of
Pallava inscriptions. This line is about 20 to 23 miles to the south
of the Kavéri, and none of the Pallava inscriptions on or near this
line is earlier than the closing years of the eighth century or the
beginning of the ninth. More than 15 miles to the south of this
line and more than 35 miles to the south of the Kavéri lies Sittanna-
vasal, and still farther away to the southwest is Kudumiyamalai.
These two places were never under Pallava rule, and this consi-
deration alone will set at rest all suggestions that the monuments
that have made them famous were the creations of Mahéndra-
varman I in the first half of the seventh century. The grounds
usually set forth for this belief, though purely of academic interest
may nevertheless be examined in some detail. It is often said that
‘the Sittannavasal rock-cut cave temple reproduces the architec-
tural features of the ‘ Mahéndravarman’ style of cave temples.
Longhurst has shrewdly observed that further south of Kinchi and
the country lying immediately round it, the so called Mahéndra-
varman style persisted much later, and south of the Kdvéri, Pallanva
architecture was influenced by the neighbouring cultures of the
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Pandyas and Colas. Even as early as in 1916 J. Dubreuil wrote that
the southernmost Pallava monument is the cave of Kunnandarkéwil,
the inscriptions in which indicate the last years of Pallava sove-
reignty.! Mahéndravarman’s inscription in the Mandagapattu cave
temple reads —

étadanistakamadrumamaldhamasudham vicitracitténa /
nirmapitannrpéna brahmeésvara visnu laksitiyatanam / /

(‘This temple, in the construction of which neither brick, nor
timber, nor metal, nor mortar has been used, has been caused to be
erected by the King Vicitracitta to serve as the abode of Brahma
Isvara, and Visnu.')

This inscription apparently lays stress on the word étad (this)
signifying that this cave temple at Mandagapattu was the first one
ever scooped out of the rock in the Tamil country; and it was dedi-
cated to the Trimartis. It is not odd to say that Vicitracitta (the
‘inventive-minded’ king) had earlier erected a cave temple for the
Jain Tirthankaras in Sittannavasal, a place beyond the frontiers of
his realm?

An inscription in Tamil verse just to the south of the facade
of the Sittannava$al cave-temple, which K. R. Srinivasan has com-
mented upon,? clearly says that in the reign of the Pandya King
Sriméra Srivallabha also called Avanipasékhara (815-62) a Jain
Acarya named Ilan Gautaman, also called Madurai Asiriyan (the
Acdrya from Madurai ) renovated and embellished the ardhaman~
tapam and added a mukhamantepam. Srinivasan points out, among
other things, the variations in the linear dimensions of the floor
and ceiling, the unequal excavations in the back wall of the veran-
dah, variations in the projecting niches and the differences between
the architectural features of the pilasters and corbels of the niches
and those of the facade. ..Originally perhaps a rectangular cell with
bas-reliefs and an unfinished verandah in front, similar to some
other crude cave temples in this part of South India, this temple
was renovated and given its present shape in the ninth century.

About fifteen years ago, while cleaning the paintings, S.
Paramasivan and Srinivasan noticed a patch of old painting repre-
senting conventional carpet designs, over which the new layer of

1. Ttalics mine.
2. Sce The Proceedings of the Indian History Congress—Madras, 1944,
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painting had been superimposed by Madurai ASiriyan’s painters.
In the rest of the area within the cell and all over the ceiling,
pillars, corbels and beams the renovator painted the samavasarana
heaven, the lotus pond, the flowers and animals, the bhavyas, the
dancing women and what appears to be a royal group, over a
ground of plaster directly laid over the bare rock surface. The
painting that we see and admire today belongs to the 9th cen-
tury.3

Now to Kudumiyamalai. One hundred and twenty inscriptions
have been copied from the walls of the temple here, and they relate
to all the dynasties that ruled this part of the country, but not one
of them relates to the Pallavas. The two earliest recordst are
inscribed in the cave temple, called in the inscriptions Tirumérrali
or Melaikévil, and are dated in the reigns of the Pandya kings,
Sadaiyan Maran (Maravarman Rajasimha (730-65) and Maraii-
jadaiyan (Jatila Parantaka Varaguna (765-813).

The pillars of this cave temple have bulbous capitals resting
upon square bases, and the corbels are flattened though provided
with roll ornaments with a median band; this style is absolutely
different from the ‘Mahéndravarman’ style. The sculptures include

3. The following extracts will be read with interest. ‘The painting in
the Sittannavasal Jain cave, formerly ascribed to the early seventh century
(the reign of Pallava Mahéndravarman), are now seen to be much later and
to furnish a connecting link between Ajanta and the Tanjore paintings of the
Chola period *—(X. A. Nilakanta Sastri: History of India, Part 1, Page, 164).
‘The ardhamantapam of the Sirrannavidyil (Sittannavasal) cave-temple was
renovated during the reign of Avanipasékhara Pandya $ri Vallabha (830-62)
and a mukhamantapam was added to it. The entire cave structure must have
been painted at the time of the renovation. Inscriptions of the reign of Sri
Vallabha occur in Tirumalaipuram near Kadayanallir in the Tirunelveli
district, and the painting here must be contemporaneous with that in Sirran-
navayil. To this epoch may be assigned the painting in the cave temple at
Tirunandikarai in the extreme south of the Tamil country. No careful obser-
ver will fail to be struck by the resemblance between the figure of Siva,

+painted in this temple, and that of the ‘royal personage’ on the Sirrannaviyil

pillar and that of Avaldkitésvara at Ajanta! (M. S. Ramaswami: Article in
Oviyam (Paintings) in Kalaikkalafijiyam (Tamil Encyclopedia) Vol. II, pp.
743-4—[Translated from the Tamil.])

4 PSI: 238 and 240: 'The name of the donor in the second record--
Parantaka AdalaiyGr Nadalvin helps us to identify the king as Jatila Parin-
taka. This administrator of the nidu must have taken the name of his sove-
reign according to the custom then prevailing.

J12
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a Valamburi Gangéa and a Sémaiskanda group. Though the Soma-
skanda group first made its appearance in the reign of Pallava
Narasimha Varman I Mamalla (630-68), it became prevalent as a
characteristic feature of temples built during the reign of Nara-
simha Varman Il R3jasimha (680-720). Ré&jasimha’s Sémaskanda
group was chiselled in bas-relief on the back wall behind the
lingam, but in the Kudumiyamalai mérrali it is sculptured in the
round and is loose standing. The lingam here is not prismatic as
in Rdjasimha’s temples. The costumes and ornamentation also dis-
close considerable deviation from the Rajasimha epoch.

The inscriptions of the 8th century referred to above mention
two shrines, the Tirumiilattinam and the Tirumérrali. The first
was a structural vimana, and was as its name implies, the principal
shrine while the second was the rock-cut shrine in the west. The
mitlattdnam originally built in the 8th century has since been renc-
vated many times over by successive dynasties, and in the prakaram
are now assembled sculptures of the different epochs. Everything
points to the conclusion that the mérrali also was erected in the
8th century.

Just to the south of the mérrali, on the rock face, is a marvel-
lous inscription which is a long exposition of music. One would
obviously conclude that the inscription was contemporaneous with
the cave temple® It is really surprising that scholars should attri-
bute its authorship to Mahéndravarman I on the strength of the
occurrence of the name—Gunaséna (which they fancy was another
form of Gunabhara, a surname of Mahéndravarman) mnot in this
inscription but in similar ones at Tirumeyyam and Malayadipatti,
both to the south of this place.

On the top to the right is a label which reads parivadinie:
Parivadini is an old kind of vind with seven strings. The music

5. It is unfortunate that the palaeography of the inscription has not
been carefully studied. The text proper is in the Grantha seript that was
used in contemporary Pallava inscriptions and Piandya records (the Velvik-
kudi and Museum grants). There were two forms of this script in Mahén-
dravarman’s time and four in Rajasimha’s. Dubreuil points out that ‘a dif-
ference in the stage of evolution of the letters does not at all indicate a
difference in the ages’ and that Rajasimha in the 8th century borrowed an
alphabet (that of the first half of the 7th century) that at his time was
already archaic.
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of the inscription was obviously meant to be played on the pari-
vadini. The text begins with the invocation siddham namah $ivaya,
and runs into seven sections, each arranged in sub-sections of
sixteen sets of four svaras, each under an appropriate heading.
The colophon reads $ri rudricdrya $isyéna parama mahésvaréna
of learners by the king, a staunch (Mahésvara and a disciple of
Rudrédcarya’). Below is a note in Tamil—ettirrkum, élirkum ivai
uriya.

Is this Paramam3hé$vara, Mahéndravarman 1? There is not
a single inscription definitely ascribable to Mahéndravarman that
does not contain one or more of his numerous surnames in San-
skrit, Tamil or Telugu, and not a work of his that is not presented
with a flamboyant string of epithets. One would expect a work of
the nature of this unique musical composition, if only Mahéndra-
varman had composed it, to be heralded in high-sounding verses

-full of self-adulation.®. Nor on the other hand, do we find in any

of his inscriptions or in his play Mattavildsa the invocation siddham
namah $ivaya. From this period till late Cdla times Pasupatas and
Kalamukhas chiefly constituted the class of Mahesévaras, and they
followed a gruesome form of vamdcira. In his Mattavilasa Mahén-
dravarman holds among other sects, the Mahésvaras and the Mah3-
vratins to ridicule as a degenerate crowd addicted to drunken
revelry in the company of women. It is obvious that Mahéndra-
varman, who pours so much invective upon the Mahésvaras, will
not call himself a parama Mahésvara. In the temples that he built
he enshrined not only Siva but also Visnu and Brahma. It is a
grave error to describe one Pallava king as exclusively a $Saiva
(much less a Mahé$vara) and another a Vaisnava; they honoured
all forms of God-head. :

Kudumiyamalai was included in the old territorial division of
Konadu, the capital of which was Kodumbaliir, which was an
important seat of the PaSupata—Kalamukha cult; one of its rulers
was a canonised Saiva saint, while another—a later one, Vikrama-
késari, endowed a matha for his Kalamukha preceptor and pro-

vided for the daily feeding of the latter’s disciples. One may not

) 6. EG: the royal style of Mahéndravarman put into the mouth of the
Sutradhﬁra in his play Mattavildsa, and his surnames cleverly woven into the
mangala $léka, the Bharate vikya and in the speeches of the Nati,



352 JOURNAL OF INDIAN HISTORY

be wrong in thinking that the king who calls himself a parama-

méahésvara may have belonged to the distinguished line of Iruk-
kuvéls? of Kodumbalar,

There was an inscription on the rock face of the Siva cave-
temple at Tirumeyyam, the text of which was wiped out in a.p. 1245
as some unintelligible matter in an unknown script, by an ignorant
scribe, who recorded over it the award of a tribunal presided over
by a Hoysala general. A few expressions, such as Rsabham, Ga-
dharam, Paficamam, Duritam, Nisadam and Madhyamam and some
lines of the note in Tamil below can still be deciphered. There
must have been another inscription, similar to this, on the rock
face of the cave-temple at Malayakkovil, to the west of Tirumey-
yam which again was later obliterated. The label Parivadini-e and
a few lines of the note in Tamil are all that remain, While in the
Kudumiyamalai inscription it is stated that the composer was a
parama mdhésvara rdjd, these two compositions are said to be based
on the authority of Gunaséna—Gunaséna pramanam Seyda vidya;
Gunaséna was by no means Gunabhara; Tirumeyyam and Malayak-
kovil are situated farther inside in Pandinad—far beyond the fron-
tiers of Gunabhara’s territories. From the records of this epoch so
far available it is clear that Séna, Nandi, etc. were suffixes in the
names of South Indian monks of the Digambara order of Jainism.

It is quite probable that Gunaséna was a Jain monk® who was also
an adept in musiec.

One of Mahendravarman’s surnames was Sankirnajati.
P. Sambamurthi of the Madras University does not accept Minakshi's
rendering of jati as tdla, and sankirnajati® as a new kind of tila

7. The dvdrapalakas of the mérrali are two-armed and stand in an atti-
tude of adoration, and while both wear rudraksa beads, only one wears the
yajiiopavita. ‘They are portrait sculptures like many other dvdrapdlakas in
the early temples of this region. The figure with the yajiiépavita may repre-
sent Rudracirya, and the other without it the king, his disciple.

8. There was no branch of learning and culture—literature, musig,
drama, painting, stucco etc., which the Jains did not cultivate. ‘Their contri-
bution to language and fine arts was incalculable. A celebrated monk bear-
ing the name Gunaséna (e. AD. 700) presided over the famous monastery
al Tirukittampalli at Kurandai in Vémbanid which comprised a large area
t(; the south of the Southern Vellir. Was this Gunaséna an adept in music
also?

8. Writing under the belief that the Kudumiyimalai composition was a
work of Muhéndravarman, Minakshi (Administration and Social Life under
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invented by this king. Quoting the authority. of Bharata, he trans-
lated jdti as Tdga; in fact, as he points but, jati was formerly uﬁed
wherever rdga was meant. The surname only signifies that Mahén-
dravarman was an expert in the exposition of sankirna rdga, which
means a mixed rdga wherein are traces of two or more rdgas. The
Kudumiyamalai text, as Sambamurthi points out, ‘is the first record
to mention the solfa names of the seven notes, sa, 7i, ga, ma, pa,
dha and ni, where the $rutis are designated by resorting to th'e
vowel changes in the name of the note and reduced to a mnemonic
system of absolute notation” The Tirumeyyam music, though
meant to be practised on the parivddini, would lend itself, as the
Tamil note indicates, to the three branches of Gandharva vidya ‘as
known in the world’ viz., vocal, instrumental and dance music.

The period threw up some notable masters from all classes of
the society. Among the rulers of Kanchi, Mahéndravarman I was
saikirnjati, and Rajasimha was wvddye-vidyadhara and ovind
Néirada. In Madurai Nedufijadaiyan was gitikinnara. In the Cola
country Panan Nilakantha and his wife Matangactlamani set Saint
Sambandar’s soul-stirring padigams to svara and played them on
the yal. Tiruppan Alvar’s yall® poured fourth a flood of devotional
music as sanctifying as the floods of the Kavéri on whose banks he

the Pallavas P. 256) has sought to connect it with Mahéndravarman’s inscrip-
tion in Mamandar (S.II. IV. Page 12) which is very much damaged and now
quite unintelligible. It contains such expressions as Gandharva $dstra, Paii-
cilanirmita, Valmikivanita, Vatsapahdra, Vydsakalpa, and Kavindmprakdsa,
and mentions Mattavilasaprekarana, Bhagavedejjuka and Vrittidaksinacitra.
Then there is mention of varnacaturthaka claimed to be the first of its kind
and pleasing alike for sweetness of voice and merit of composition. Lastly
comes praise of queen Candralékha and the king. . The Kudumiyiamalai com-
position marks a clear stage of advance over anything that the Mamandar
record would suggest. It now appears that Bhagavadajjukd, which was
believed to have been written by Mahéndravarman, is the work of some other
poet. ‘ Nothing definite can be said about the age of the work, though its
author seems to be known. For one Bodhiyana kavi is given as the name
of the poet in two of the MSS, including the commentary, and I sece no reason
to doubt that this is the name of the poet, though in the prologue neither the
author's name nor the title of the play is mentioned’—[M. Winternitz: Pre-
face (Pp. VI & VII) to the Bhagavaedejjukiyam (Palayam MSS edition—Jayan-
tamangalam—Cochin].)

10. It will interest readers to know that there are two sculptural repre-
sentations of this stringed instrument, one on the panel within the Visnu
cave-temple at Tirumeyyam and the other built into a wall in the Mahisa-
mardini temple at Killukottai, both within the former Pudukottai State.
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lived. The Mahésvara monk Rudracarya and his royal disciple, and
Gunaséna and his followers invented musical notations and recorded
them.

This artistic impulse of this epoch may have proceeded from
Kanchi, during the reign of Mahéndravarman I, but for its further
achievements, credit goes to all the South Indian dynasties whose
contributions built up a composite South Indian culture, which in-
fluenced India north of the Vindhyas and Farther India across the
seas. In pursuing this fascinating line of research, no student could
afford to miss a proper study of the contributions of the different
kingdoms of the South, much less of the Pandyas and their vassals
and artists.

Reviews

SOUTH INDIAN POLITY by Sri T. V. Mahalingam, M.A., D.Litt.,
Reader in Indian History and Archaeology, University of
Madras; published by the University of Madras—Rs. 13/-.

This is a welcome addition to the South Indian Politico-
historical Literature. South India’s history has long been merged
in the history of India and writers of Indian history, while dealing
with the history of North-India elaborately, paid scanty attention
to the History of India south of the Vindhyas; and noticed only the
history of the Imperial Cholas and Pallavas, and that of Vijaya-
nagar, as if these were the only ruling dynasties of the South
worth mentioning.

The large number of inseriptions running up to thousands,
noticed and published in their Annual Reports by the Department
of Epigraphy have increased our knowledge of South Indian his-
tory. New dynasties both paramount and feudal, which played
an important part in the history of the South have come to light
and demand consideration on account of their political and cultural
importance. Whereas the history of Northern India subsequent
to the decline of the Guptas is mostly made up of the stories of
several petty Hindu kingdoms which fell like houses of cards at
the first onset of Muslim invaders, large empires bigger than the
biggest in North flourished in the South, and struggled hard to
maintain Hindu independence and culture until the middle of the
14th Century; and that part of South India especially south of the
Tungabhadra was successful in warding off Muslim invasions and
maintaining and fostering the Hindu political, religious and cul-
tural institutions till the middle of the 17th century, till almost up
to the rise of the Mahrattas. South India is sill the repository of
the Hindu culture, and the mainstay of the Hindu social and reli-
gxious institutions. Therefore, the importance of South India can-
not be underrated. To understand clearly how the various Hindu
institutions came into being developed and worked during the
course of ages a careful investigation of the inscriptions left behind
by the ruling dynasties as well as the literatures of the local lan-
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guages is absolutely indispensable. No work of any importance
had been done in the field until recently. Even a general Poli-
tical History had remained for a long time a desideratum, until
Professor K. A. Nilakanta Sastri took up the task and produced his
monumental history of South India which paved the way for the
compilation of the history of the South Indian Hindu institutions.
Following in the footsteps of Prof. Sastri, Dr. Mahalingam had
worked hard on the South Indian Polity and produced the work
which is now under consideration. Both Dr. Mahalingam and the
University of Madras have to be congratulated, the former for his
notable achievement and the latter for this important publication.

The hook under review contains eight chapters, viz.,, (1) In-
troductory, (2) Kingship, (3) Imperial Council and Secretariat,
(4) Income and Expenditure, (5) Law, Justice and Police, (6)
Military Organisation: Warfare and Diplomacy, (7) Provincial
Government; and (8) Local Government. Each of the chapters
contains many sections, the second and the sixth having eleven
and eight respectively. The division of each chapter under various
sections is well-affected, though the material for writing in most
cases is scanty. The author, however, presses into service and
makes effective use of the literary sources whenever the other
kind of material fails to furnish the required information.

South India, as pointed out above, was the home of several
large ruling dynasties as well as petty states the duration of whose
rule ranged from two, three or even four centuries to the fraction
of a century. The existing Sanskrit and the vernacular literatures
of South India are the results of the patronage extended by them
to scholars and poets; and the innumerabie inscriptions belonging
to these dynasties speak generally of their acts of religious merit
as well as the secular transactions that had taken place during
their rule. Thus the material at our disposal both literary,
epigraphical and numismatic pertaining to South India is abundant
and one has to study it patiently with discernment to produce a
work of the sort to which Dr. Mahalingam had addressed himself.
Dr. Mahalingam has proved himself equal to the task. His inti-
mate acquaintance with South Indian Epigraphy, and his deep
knowledge of Sanskrit and the Vernacular languages have enabled
him to compare the political, social and cultural institutions of the
different South Indian kingdoms, and describe how they worked
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in practice in their different environments. Though his exposition
of the subject is generally lucid and excellent, his conclusions on
certain matters are open to doubt and leave room for difference
of opinion. This is mainly due to Dr. Mahalingam’s failure to
make sufficient allowance for local variations. A scrutinising
study of the available material, especially epigraphical, reveals
regional and local variations in administrative details and methods
in the working of the Government, though the fundamentals of
polity are the same through the length and breadth of India.

To take an instance in the Chapter on Local Government
Dr. Mahalingam discusses the different types of administrative
institutions “that played a large part in the organization and con-
duct of the affairs of local areas”, prominent among them being
iir, Sabha and nddu. Since village has been from times immemo-
rial, the unit of Indian Polity it would have been better if he had
prefaced the discussion with a brief account of the formation of
the different types of villages and the different tenures that were
obtaining in them in different ages in various parts of South India.
It is true that he refers to the gana-bhogam tenure of the Brahma-
deya villages in p. 360. But gana-bhogam tenure was a later
development in the Vijayanagar period in which the shares of the
lands of the members of the Brahmadeva village were not allowed
to be sold to outsiders other than the members themselves.
Dr. Mahalingam says in this context that the Brahmadeya villages
cannot be assumed to have been entirely and exclusively peopled
by Brahmans. Originally these were exclusively Brahman vil-
lages and when the grant of such a village was made it was the
custom for the King to grant gramatikas or pundits also, for the
habitation of ryots who tilled the lands of the village. Later on,
this custom was discarded. Even in ordinary villages there were
separate quarters for the habitation of the four castes, the Brah-
man quarter being separate from others. The administration of
the Brahmadeya village or an agrahara was different from a non-
agrahara or non-brahmadeya village. Sabha was the administra-
tive organisation that managed the affairs of an agrahara or a Brah-
madeya village; Ur was different from Sabha and was the assembly
of villages other than agraharas or Brahmadeyas. Nadu, Naga-
ram, etc., were social, and commercial assemblies and not political
organisations.

J. 13
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The several instances we know of the Dharmasana from lite-
rature and inscriptions give us to understand that there were
different types of it, some constituted by the king and others inde-
pendent of any administrative authority. But in either case the
Dharmasana was never presided over by a king as stated by the
author on p. 206. We have ample epigraphical material to trace
the growth of the police organisation particularly from the Vijaya-
nagar period. There were two parallel police organisations in the
country, one belonging to the temple and the other to the state.
Even in the police organisation belonging to the state, there were
two different kinds, one the achchu kavel and the other the ordi-
nary Kaval. The account describing police organisation is very
meagre and it would have been immensely useful if it had been
more elaborate. These are however minor defects, and they do
not in any way minimise the worth of this valuable contribution.

Indeed, Dr. Mahalingam deserves praise, for the skill which
he has shown throughout the work in dealing with the subject.
The difficulties which he has to surmount are numerous. Taking
into consideration the long duration of fifteen centuries, the vast
extent of territory extending almost from the Vindhyas to tha
Cape Comorin, and the multiplicity of the states contained there-
in, this pioneer work of Dr. Mahalingam must be considered a
remarkable achievement. It is needless to state that he has

placed all the students of Indian institutional history under a deep
debt of gratitude.

N. VENKATARAMANAYYA

JESUIT LETTERS AND INDIAN HISTORY: A study of the
Nature and Development of the Jesuit Letters from India
(1542-1773) and of Their Value for Indian Historiography by
John Correia-Afonso, S.J. (Indian Historical Research Insti-

tute, St. Xavier's College, Bombay) 1955. Pages XXV—193.
Rs. 7-8-0),

Among the original sources for the history of India under
Moghul Emperors from Akbar onwards, the testimony of Jesuit
Missionaries who visited India from about 1580 is very important.
Their authors were as a rule well educated persons and many of
them well acquainted with the languages and customs of India,
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like De Nobili, Beschi, Jerome Xavier and others. Their works
were highly popular and printed in most of the principal languages
in the seventeenth century. They were overlooked or forgotten by
most English writers during the eighteenth and the greater part of
succeeding century. Almost the first modern writer to make use
of Jesuit testimony was Count Von Noer whose German biography
of Akbar was published in 1880 and was subsequently translated
into English by Annette Beveridge. A fairly full bibliography of
Jesuit accounts is available in the works of Sommervogel and other
modern Jesuit writers. The Rev. H. Hosten, Sir Edward Maclagan,
V. A. Smith and C. H. Payne have contributed largely to our know-
ledge. But none of these historians has given us a detailed study
of the Jesuit letters. Smith and Payne concerned themselves
chiefly with secondary sources like the Jesuit histories, while Mac-
lJagan’s object was merely ‘to give in outline an account of the
Jesuit connection with the Moghul Empire.” Fr. Hosten's achieve-
ment was to make available to historians historical materials from
the vast treasure-house of Jesuit documents. He published a
number of Jesuit letters and some English essays on related topics
but confined himself solely to Northern India.

The book under review which is the outcome of a thesis sub-
mitted by John Correia Afonso to the University of Bombay for the
degree of Doctor of Philosophy, aims at a critical evaluation of the
Jesuit letters from the historian’s point of view, with reference to
their nature, range and present whereabouts. He estimates their
historical value at a high level of accuracy and truthfulness and
maintains that ‘the Jesuit letters are “Contemporary Sources”
standing in chronological nearness to the events they deal with.
They contain in many instances the reports of eye-witnesses of the
events described, and even of the participants in them, and are thus
also “Primary sources.” Hence, they have about them a vividness
and realism of their own, which is hard to rival’ (73).

The book contains, besides an introduction, fourteen chapters.
The introductory chapter examines some of the more important
_developments in the method of writing history which has under-
gone a profound change from the time Von Ranke stepped into the
scene, insisted largely on the study of original documents and laid
stress on political history; inclination towards social history and a
quest for details that enliven the narrative form the main features
of the best historical production of the present day. In the succeed-
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ing chapters, the author has dealt with the nature, development and
types of the Jesuit letters in general. Chapter VII to IX are devoted
to an examination of the value of these Jesuit letters to the pro-
blems of Indian History. ‘The character of the Jesuit missionaries,
their talents and training, their contacts with the great and the
lowly in Indian Society, their sense of responsibility—these are
some of the factors which lead one to attribute a high degree of
accuracy and veracity to the Jesuit letiers from India’ (160). The
eleventh chapter gives an exhaustive account of the nature of the
existing Jesuit Histories. About them Maclagan says the following:
‘These histories were wriiten by learned Jesuits in Europe who
had access to first hand authorities and they were compiled with
considerable skill and fidelity’ (p. 111).

There are four appendices: viz., an index to John Lockman’s
Travels of the Jesuits (two volumes); the Chief Contributions by
Father H. Hosten, S. J., to the History of the Jesuit in India;
Archives of Special interest in connection with Jesuit letters and
Indian History; and a tentative list of the principal editions of the
Jesuit letters from India (1542-1773). There is an exhaustive biblio-
graphy and a good index which go to make up the excellence of
the volume. The book is a worthy contribution to our knowledge
of Modern Indian History.

K. A. NILAKANTA SASTRI

THE MILITARY SYSTEM IN ANCIENT INDIA by Bimal Kanti
Majumdar, M.A., D.Phil. The World Press Ltd., Calcutta, 1953.
Pages 206. Price Rs. 10/- only.

In spite of the fact that there are in the field some important
works (notably those of Dr, P, C. Chakravarti, G. T. Date, H. C. Ray
and V. R. R. Dikshithar) on the art and science of War in Ancient
India, Mr. B. K. Majumdar, author of the volume under review,
has to be congratulated for his attempt to place before students of
Indian History a connected account of the Indian military traditions
from the earliest times down to the conquest of Hindustan by the
Turks, and for the industry and skill with which he has marshalled
his data collected from various sources, chiefly literature and in-
scriptions. The author explains the novelty of his work in the pre-
face in the following words; ‘My treatment of the subject is some-
what different. It is chronological, period by period, empire by
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empire with an eye to describing the military organisation in the
political background, for, a sound defence organisation is often an
aid to political expansion, and political expansion is a recurring
phenomenon in Ancient Indian History.'

Besides an introduction which describes the scope and the main
sources of the subject, the book is divided into nine chapters. The
first four chapters deal with the evolution and growth of military
tradition in Ancient India from the Vedic Age to the Fall of the
Gupta Empire. Chapter VI explains the main characteristics of
the military administration of the Imperial Kanuaj Empire (600-
650 A.D.). The observations of the Chinese pilgrim Hiuen-Tsang
on the Indian army in the first half of the seventh century are well
explained in this chapter. The next two chapters describe the army
organisation of the Rajaput chiefs, and the Palas. In the last chap-
ter, the author has examined the various causes for the break down
of the Hindu Military system. ‘Mass indifference, internal decay,
deterioration in the method of warfare and superior military abili-
ties of the Turks coming from cooler regions with a fund of re-
doubtable energy and flashing promptitude were the four important
factors which contributed to the collapse of the Hindus’ (193). A
good bibliography and index have added to the value of the book

' and the get up is good. But the list of errata is far from complete;

the misprints are rather numerous.
K. A, NILARKANTA SASTRI

CIVIL DISTURBANCES DURING THE BRITISH RULE IN
INDIA (1765-1857) by S. B. Chaudhuri (The World Press, 37,
College Street, Calcutta, pages 231—Rs. 8/8/-).

The impact of the West on India in its beneficial aspects has
been stressed both by British authors and Indian historians. But
we cannot forget the fact that British power in this country, even
from its infant days, had to contend ceaselessly with resistance
from large numbers of people in the north as well as the south of
the Peninsula. The evils of the East India Company administration
which manifested themselves in the Land Revenue System, Sub-
sidiary alliances with the States, the explosion of the hill tribes, the
imposition of taxes are some of the main contributory factors that
led to these civil disturbances in India. The author has made a
careful and scholarly study of the nature of the opposition of dif-
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ferent sections of the people of India to the establishment and con-
tinuance of British Rule in the country in the Pre-Mutiny period.
The Mutiny is generally regarded as the climax of opposition to
the foreign rule, but much is not known about the attitude of the
people before 1857. It is this gap that Prof. Chaudhuri fills.
Dr. Chaudhuri has clearly demonstrated that ‘the Pax Britannica
in India was only a very relative peace and that there was plenty
of opposition from substantial sections of the common people often
enough’.

The author has made good use of the scattered materials re-
lating to the subject such as reports, minutes, despatches, memo-
randa, voluminous records of British Legislation, the parliamen-
tary papers and parliamentary debates. e has not neglected the
private correspondence, biographies, District Gazetteers, Annual
Registers, numerous pamphlets on India published by many societies
of London, the contemporary newspapers of India and old maga-
zines and periodicals of England. Besides the introduction, the
book contains six chapters. The first chapter discusses the growth
of British power in the 18th century and the main features of the
civil disturbances are also explained. The rest of the book is de-
voted to the study of the risings in the different parts of India like
Bengal and Upper India, Madras and Southern India, Bombay and
Western India, Ceylon, Burma and Malacca. The Appendix pro-
vides a list of communal disturbances in India that took place in
India during the period between 1765-1857 A.D. There is a map
and an index which add to the value of the book.

Most of the civil disturbances referred to in the book are of
non-political character which arose in almost every part of the
country. The British found it difficult to suppress these risings
and sometimes military force had to be used, but inspite of this
they did not seem to have succeeded in some places. Resistance
offered by the tribal pcople was generally more fierce than that of
the people in the plains. There was also difference between the
kind of ‘passive resistance’ offered by the Hindus in general as in
the case of Benares in 1810 and the violent rebellion by Muslims as
at Bareilly a2t about the same time. But these civil disturbances
became lesser and lesser as British rule became more and mors
consolidated. Some of the instances of resistance given by Prof.
Chaudhuri relate to the opposition to the mis-deeds and mal-admini-
stration of princes who were in subsidiary alliance with the British.
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Prof. Chaudhuri has succeeded in depicting the nature of the
British rule and the various causes of discontent, political and eco-
nomic, social and religious, which it produced. The book is a wel-
come addition to our knowledge of Modern Indian History.

K. A. NILAKANTA SASTRI

MEMOIRS OF THE CRUSADES: Villehardouin and De
Joinville, Translated from the French and introduced by Sir
Frank Marzials Reprint. Pages XLI—340; 6 s. net. 1955
(Everyman’s Library).

This is a reprint of two valuable accounts of the Crusades.
Villehardouin’s chronicle, written early in the 13th century, begins
with the closing years of the twelfth century, and narrates the story
of the Fourth Crusade. De Joinville’s chronicle, written early in
the fourteenth century tells the story of the severth crusade which
got no farther than Damietta and ended with the capture of Louis IX
of France.

Both men played conspicuous parts in the crusades and both
are great writers of the time. Geoflrey de Villehardouin was Mar-
shal to the Court of Champague, a high noble and a man of valour,
who was one of the leaders of the Fourth Crusade and an eye
witness of the sack of Constantinople. He dictated his remarkable
Memoirs after 1207. Although written to justify his conduct and
to exculpate himself in this infamous affair, his work is a store
house of information on the men and events connected with the
fourth crusade. As an example of thirteenth century French prose,
it is a brilliant narrative marked by terse characterisations, It is
held to be the best specimen of racy and vigorous French prose.

Joinville served six years in the Middle East as a troop Com-
mander under St. Lewis, being wounded and taken prisoner in the
seventh crusade before Damietta. But he vame home safe to the
Marne, and lived to be over ninety. At the age of eighty he dictated
the biography of St. Lewis, at the request of Queen Jean of Navarre,
who implored him to preserve the memory of “Paroles et les beaux
faits” of this sainted hero of France. Joinville's chronicle is the
more personal, carrying the impress and the majesty of his per-
sonality; Villehardouin’s is the more striking, acquainting us with
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the temper and habits of the men who took part in the crusade.
Freely and vigorously expressed, it achieves its aims of clarity and
force and proves highly readable for the intelligent general reader.
Sir Frank Marzials contributes a scholarly introductidn to his own
translation and in it furnishes the minimum necessary historical
background. He provides a bibliographical commentary and an
index which make for easy reading.

K. A. NiLaganTts SASTRIY

THE INDUS PEOPLE SPEAK by Swami Sankarananda, Calcutta,
1835, Rs. 10/—pp. 1-111 and Preface V-VIII,

This book with its fascinating title is a sequel to the author’s
“Rig Vedic Culture of the Pre-historic Indus” Vol. I and II. His
conclusions on the script of Harappa and Mohenjo-Daro are based
on the belief that the Aryans were indigenous to India and migrated
to other lands from India. He extends the war between Divodasa
and Sambara to Babylon and sees in it the fall of Hammurabi and
his dynasty. He envisages the conquest of Persia by Indra by equat-
ing the Disas with the Dahes. He is further inclined to believe that
Palestine (Bailastha) and Greater Palestine (Mahabailastha) form-
ed part and parcel of Indra’s Empire. Some time ago Professor
Elliot Smith and Mr. Perry had argued eloguently for the Egypto-
Centric diffusion of Culture. Sankarananda would have us believe
that Aryan peoples and languages spread from the Indus Valley. e
bas given us lists of words identical in Egyptian, Sanskrit and
Chinese indicating a common origin for them. Sankarananda’s thesis
is that the tantric lexicons constitute this veritable common source.

In his analysis of the signs of the Indus script, the author recog-
nises three systems:
(i) Pictograms
(ii) Strokes
(ili) DMixed group.
Under the mixed group is included Cretan, Hittite and the
Indus seripts. That the Indus seals had a syllabie value was already

pointed out by Prof. Lanadon, Mr. Gadd and Prof. Hrozny. On
p- 75 Sankarananda has assigned on the basis of tantric texts the
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same vowel and consonant values as are found in Sanskrit. He has
thus proceeded to read the names of Katha, a cattle tending tribe
prominent in the Kathopanishad, Pakda (Pakta), another Vedic
tribe, Panaya, whom he identifies with the Panis and Jama, a Vedic
rishi.

But the method of decipherment propounded here ignores all
the well-founded archaeological evidence pertaining to the Indus
Valley Civilisation. Careful digging at Harappa recently has re-
vealed the prevalence of two distinet cultures—an earlier and a
later culture as shown respectively by cemetery R 37 and ceme-
tery H. Was there no system of writing prior to the period of the
Rig Veda in the Indus Valley? Do all the Indus Valley seals belong
to this phase? As the author has himself stated on p. 59, the deci-
pherment of the Indus script as embodied in his book is too revolu-
tionary to be accepted by modern scholars. Nevertheless the book
has opened up a new line of approach and deserves to be read
both by the specialist and the general reader interested in the his-
tory and culture of Ancient India,

M. SESHADRI



1L,

II1,

Select Contents of Periodicals

Andhra Historical Research Society—Journal of the, Vol. 21,
(1950-’52), Rajahmundry.

1. Indian Eras by Sri. Kota Venkatachalam.

2. A Souvenir jrom the Immortal Bhoja’s Royal House, by
Sri M. K. Ranganathan.

3. The Conception of Village Panchayats, by Sri U. C. Sirkar.

4. Dravidian or South Indian Inscriptions, by Prof. D. B.
Diskalkar.

Baroda Museum and Picture Gallery—Bulletin of the,

Vol. IX, Pts. 1-11 (1952-53), Baroda.

1. The Tibetan and Nepalese Collections of the Baroda
Museum, by Sri. P. H. Pott.

2. The Early Oudh School of Mughal Painting: Two Albums
in the Baroda Museum, by Sri. H. Goetz.

Bhandarkar Oriental Research Institute—Annals of the,
Vol. 36, Parts I-II, January-April 1955, Poona.

1. The Original Name of India, by R. K. Karmarkar.
2. Date of Kalidasa (A.D. 240-300), by D. V. Ketkar.
Bharatiya Vidya, Vol. 15, No. 2, 1955, Bombay.

1. A Note on Asoka’s R. E. VI— by Shri. Kamaleswar Bhat-
tacharya.

2. Gujarat as Known to Mediaeval Europe, by Dr. Ludwik
Sternbach.
Epigraphia Indica, Vol. 29. Part VI, April 1952, New Delhi.

1. Turimella Inscription of Chalukya Vikramaditya I; year 2
by H. K. Narasimhaswami.

2. Ajmer Stone Inscription, by D. C. Sircar.

Ganganatha Jha Research Institute—Journal of the, Vols.

XI-XII (Nov., Feb, May, August, 1953-1955, Parts 1-4, .
Allahabad.

1. Chronology of the Mauryas, by Kailash Chandra Ojha.



363

JOURNAL OF INDIAN HISTORY

VIL Indian Archives, Vol VII, No. 2, July-December 1954, New

Delln,

1. The Importance of Archives for Notional Reconstruction,
by B. 5. Baliga,

2. Revenue Records in the Eurly days of the Clompany, by
G. N. Chandra.

3. Preliminary Report an the Russell Cswespenc{e*ffce EBelat-
ing to Hyderebad, 1783-1852, by €. Collin Davies.

VIIL  The Indian Historical Quarterly, Vol. 31, No. 1, March 1955,

Caleutta. »
1. India, Ching end Sikkim: 188561830, by V. G. Kiernan.

2. The Rise and Growth of Buddhism in Andhra, by Dr. P. 8.
Sastri, MLA,, Ph.D.

IX. Oriental Institute—Journal of the M. S. University, Vol. 5,

No. 1, September 1955, Baroda.
1. The People of the Ramayana Age, by Dr. S. N. Vyas.
2. The Music of India, by Hazarat Inayatkhan.

X. Prebhuddhe Bharota, Vol IX, December 1935,

1. Does Vedante Accept Evolution ?—IVeNationgl Fpolu-
tion, by Swami Satswarupananda.

KL Royal Asistic Society—-Jdourngl of the Bombay Branch,

Vol 23, Part 1, 1953
1. The Qangas of Skandapura, by M. Arckiaswami,
2. Agastyn, by N. G. Chapekar,

KL Royal Asiatic Society—Journal of the Bombey Branch,

Vol. 28, Part 2, 1953.
1. Zorastrian and Pre-Zorastrian, by J. C. Tavadia,
2. The Hill Tribes of Assum~by R. Wood.

XL Tamil Culture, Vol 4, No. 3, July 1955, Madras.

1. Tamil Cultural Influences in South East Asia, by Xavier
S, Thani Nayagam,

2. The Pallavas, Their Origin and Their Title “Videlvidugu®,
by . Nagalingam,

3. The Dravidian Question Answered, by J. T, Cornelius,

g

i1
12
13.
14,
15,
18.
i7
18
15
28
21,

22.
23,
24.
24
26.
27.
28,
23,
30,

3L

32
33.

00T oo o b

QOur Exchanges

Annele of the Bhandurkar Oriental  Research Institute,
Decean, Gymkhana PO, Poona,

Aryan Path, Bombay.

Asia Major,

Bharata Itihasa Semshodaka Mandala, Poona Quarterly,

Brahma Vidya, The Adyar Library Bulletin, Madras,

Bulletin of the Archaeological Survey of India, Delhi.

Bulletin of the Baroda Museum and Picture Gallery,

Bulletin of the Government Orientql Manuscripts Library,
Madrag,

Bulletin of the Institute of Historical Research, London,

Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African Studies, London.

The Ceylon Historiegl Journal,

Epigraphin Indica, Delhi.

Half-yearly Journal of the Mysore University, Mysore,

Hindustan Review, Patna. .

Indian Archives, Delhi,

Indian Historicsl Quarterly, Caleutta,

Indian Review, Madras,

India Quarterly, New Dethi.

Journal of the Andhre Historical Resenvch Seciety, Waltair,

Journal of the Bikar Research Society, Patna,

Journal of the Bombay Branch of the Royul Asiatic Society,
Bombhay,

Journal of the Ganganatha Jha EResearch Institute, Allahobad.

Journal of Numismatio Society of Indig, Bombay.

Journal of the Qriental Institute, Baroda,

Journal of Oriental Research, Madras, |

Journal of Sri Venkateswara Oriental Institute, Tirupati,

Journal of United Provinces Historical Society, Lucknow,

Journal of the University of Bombay, Bombay.,

Political Science Quarterly, New York.

Quarterly Journal of Mythic Society, Bangalore.

The Scottish Historical Reviet,

University of Birmingham Historical Journe!?, Birmingham,

University of Ceylon Reviews

]

Printed by Srinivasachar, B.A, ot G, 8. Press, 2L N

arasingapurars Street,
Mount Road, Madras, and Published by X. p. Pillay, B.A. {Oxon},

University of Travancore, Trivandrum,






	79658_Page_01
	79658_Page_02
	79658_Page_03
	79658_Page_04
	79658_Page_05
	79658_Page_06
	79658_Page_07
	79658_Page_08
	79658_Page_09
	79658_Page_10
	79658_Page_11
	79658_Page_12
	79658_Page_13
	79658_Page_14
	79658_Page_15
	79658_Page_16
	79658_Page_17
	79658_Page_18
	79658_Page_19
	79658_Page_20
	79658_Page_21
	79658_Page_22
	79658_Page_23
	79658_Page_24
	79658_Page_25
	79658_Page_26
	79658_Page_27
	79658_Page_28
	79658_Page_29
	79658_Page_30
	79658_Page_31
	79658_Page_32
	79658_Page_33
	79658_Page_34
	79658_Page_35
	79658_Page_36
	79658_Page_37
	79658_Page_38
	79658_Page_39
	79658_Page_40
	79658_Page_41
	79658_Page_42
	79658_Page_43
	79658_Page_44
	79658_Page_45
	79658_Page_46
	79658_Page_47
	79658_Page_48
	79658_Page_49
	79658_Page_50
	79658_Page_51
	79658_Page_52
	79658_Page_53
	79658_Page_54
	79658_Page_55
	79658_Page_56
	79658_Page_57
	79658_Page_58
	79658_Page_59

