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A NEW SYSTEM OF OPENING EIDS

By A. Ramamurty axp P, Tirax.

.

Many systems of bidding are
in vogue. It is an cstablis_hed
fact that the majority of bridge
players follow the Culbertson
System. It has been our ex-

rience that in certain types of
hands orthodox bidding lased
on this system produces rather
unsatisfactory results.

We have theretore made hold
10 introduce sume variations In
the Culbertson System ot bidding
with a view to convey as clear
an understanding as possible bet-
ween partners as to the distri-
butional pattern and high card
strength of the hands. We have
made a careful study of the sub=
ject 1 we inviie suggestions a_nd
criticisms from readers which
might help us 1o make further
modifications in the system here-
in offered.

The Honour Trick Values and
the Playing Trick Values are
estimated in the same way as in
the Culbertson System.  The bid-
ding when opened at the one

level in a moinor suit i, T &

or 1 ¢ is purely artificial and
s0 is the response.  Each one bid
has a special meaning and cons
veys a specific information. The
purpose of these artificial bids
is for the partuership to exchange
information as guckly and as
clearly as possible regardihg
the distributional pattern  and
sirength of the opener’s and
responder’s hands.

Orexme Bips oF 1 CLus &
1 Diamonn

‘The opening bid of 1 Club
has a wide range of from
3} to 7 Honour Tricks. It is
ardficial and is forcing for one
round. The hand pattern should
be halanced. We define a
balanced hand as one which
does not contain a singleton or ¢
void. It follows that a balanced
hand meansone which contains no
suit shorter than a doubleton, A
bid of onc 4 is made with hands
containing a minimum of 3§
Honour Tricks and an unbalanced
hand pattern.
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Examples of the One Club
opening :
AKxx,K]Jx,
Aoxx, Qx
K Qxxx
Alx, Aox} s+ .,
K x J .

(4 Honour
Tricks).

KOQxxx)
AJxx: } 3+ ”
Ax, Jx )

Examples of the One Diamond
opening :
AKxx, KQ Jx, A 1oxxx
KQxxx, AKJxx A rox.
KQlxxxx AJxx, Ax

Responses :—When the respon-
ding hand does not contain a
minimum of 1§ HT, then the
responder indicates the weakness
by a sign off which takes the
form of naming the immediate
next suit at the one level, i,
one Diamond on the one Club
opening and one Heart on the
one Diamond. When the negative
response is given by the responder
his hand pattern may be any.
“thing, balanced or unbalan-
ced but in  the other cases
fe., when there is a posi-
tive response with a minimum
of 14 HT and more not only
4he Honour Trick content but
also the distributional pattern
of the hand is portrayed in
the response. © When the negative
sign off is given the responder is
under no obligation, and he may
retire from the bidding at any
atage,
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When the hand contains 1
] gr more there is every
probability of a game in the
combl-ned‘ hands and hence the
necessity 13 great for the respon-
der to describe his hand in tl!:c
most  precise manner ibl,
for reaching the prcupe::x'mm.l ﬁlnai

contract.

The positive  responses to 1
(14 is negative). ¢

With 1} HT or more: a hid
of one Heart shows the lack
of a five card or longer suit
in the hand, - shows a
balanced type of hand {by in-
ferencp at least a five card suit
for, with no card longer than five,

a one Heart bid would
been made,) have

1 NT shows—an unbalanced
hand example :

QQXR,Q,JJ'::,A X1
{(14+). Respond ; 'J oxx
ALAJxxx 1o0xx A
(28+). Respond 1 4. P AT
IDXXXXX AQx, Jxx
(1). Respond 1 No-trump, -

The positive responses to :
(1 @ is negatine.)pa te:
Onc @ shows a balanced hand
with no five card or longer suit.
One N'T shows an unbalanced
hand with a minimum 5 Carder.
Two & shows 5 Carder and &
balanced hand,

Example.

Qrox, Axxx, Kxx, ] x 3
LAY TSR
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Qroxxx, AJgx, Kxx, x—
1 No-Trump.
AJxxx, to0xx, Kxx, Qx—
2 & :

It is seen from the examples
that even the responder’s first

round bids are all purely arti-
ficial.

Rebids : The opener’s second
round bids are regular suit
showing bids. So are the respon-
der’s. After the early exchange
of information regarding the
strength of the hand in Honour
Tricks and the distributional pat-
tern, the bidding  proceeds
smoothly till a game is reached.
The principle of economy of
bidding is strictly observed. Slam
possibilities are explored either
by the use of asking bids or the
Blackwood convention or both
after the exchange of the neces-
sary preliminary information.

When opponents open the bid-
ding and when you are second
hand holding a minimum of
3¢ Honour Tricks, the Double
is used to indicate strength, and
the Culbertson responses are fol-
fowed by your partner. In the
alternative a N T  over the
opening bid by the opponent
is also used for indicating the
strength of the hand with a
minimum of § Honour Tricks.
Generally the 1 N T overcall
is given with an unbalanced hand
and at least a single check in the
opponent’s suit. This call is
forcing on the partner and in
pase the partner has no positive

3

values he has to sign off by mak-
ing an artificial two Club call.
All other responses are strength
showing; 2 jump response by the
responder is game forcing.

When the opponents interfere
with intervening bids on the
minor suits opening, a double
by the responder is for penalties,
1f the responder entersthe bidding
after the intervening bid it shows
a strong hand with game possi-
bilities. If the responder thinks
there are slam possibilities, he
has to indicate the same by over- .
calling the opponent’s suit by a
single raise e.g., /

NoRrRTH East SourH

i 19 Double (for
penalties)
1dp 1Y any call is

game forcing.

On the minor suits opening
a jump suit bid by responder e.g.,
I"—Q .s 2 "r 2‘!_3_"
shows a ready made suit like
AKQxx,KQ]Jxxx. This
has a special significance as the
opener with 1 & or 1 ¢ can
know whether the responder’s
hand contains a ready made suit
or not.

The strength showing
two callsy

An opening bid of two in any
suit is not forcing on the partner,
This call shows that the opener
has a freakish hand pattern
with a ready made suit, the one
in which the two call is given
as well as second suit which is
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at least. a 4 Carder eg., AK
QxxxK Jxxx%x -

In the next round the second
suit is shown if the first does not
agree with partner. The res-
gonder has to take the responsi-
h@l:;ty of arriving at the final

id.

When a minor suit opening
is made and there is, a positive
response, the opener can show
the strength of his trump suit

by giving a subseguent jump,
* and not immediately. eg.,
1 §—1 ¥ and if the Club opener
has a hand like the following
AJioxxxx,Ax,KQ,K %, he
need not we Twobid Spades since
it is a special bid showing a solid
"suit whereas, the Spade suit in
the example is only a strong re-
biddable suit, which has to be
shown by giving a jump bid
in the next round. So the bid-
ding will be 1 §—1 W (showing
no 5 Carder), the opener’s bid is
one spade and if now the partner
calls, say two @, theopener should
call g spades. ‘

Interference bids : When the op-
ponents interefere on a. minor
suit opening a double by the
responder is for penalties. The
doubler must be very careful
in doubling since he has to guard
Kimself against the possibility of
‘getting 300 or 300 points when
not vulnerable or vulnerable,
instead of getting a game and
making 2 better profit. If the
‘opponent on the left doubles

The INDIAN BRIDGE WORED

a minor suit opening his partner
has to ignore it and give his
wsual artificial call, .., 1 ¢
shows, weakness, pass still weaker
and 1 @ or 1 @ or 1 N T shows
posttive values, and distributional

pattern of the hand i .
mentioned, nd as previeusly

In case an opponent immedia-
tely next to the opener inter-
feres with an overcall of 1 @,
! @ or 1 NT at one level,
a pass by the partner is the best
mdlcat'lon of weakness ; and any
free bid ‘by him shows positive
values and game ssibility.
When the responder’s hand con-
tains strength in all the other
sults except the one called by
the opponent and when there is 2

definite possibility of a game with

chances of a stam he should over-
call the opponent’s suit by giving
a single raise in the opponent’s
suit. Eg, 1 —1 $9—2 @

shows a hand like the following .
KQxx,— KJxx,Agxx=x
1 &—1 ¥—1 N T shows a
strong hand with a definite
check in the oppoment’s suit.
If the responder’s hand has good
control in the opponent’s suit
and also slam possiblities a bid
of 2 N T signifies special values.
1 §—71 @—two of any suit shows
a regular suit with 2 minimum
of 14 Honour Tricks. 1 &—
1 —3 @, shows a solid suit in
diamonds. On interference bids
the responder has the aption -of
doubling or naming a suit of
his own if he has one or call
3 NT having a check in the

JANAUARY 1955

opponents’ suit with good general
strength.

WEST Easv
AJxxx x
K o x Qxx
K Qx Arox¥x
Ax KQxxx
1 & 1N T

inimum 3% Showa # mim-

H T & a mum of 13 HT.
halanced a 5 Carder &
hand) 4lsr unbalanced

hand}.

2 & (Reyular 3 &
Suit) 3 N T

The opening of 1 & is with
the hare minimum and the 3
N T after calling 2 spades clearly
shows that West lhas ncither &
second suit of at least fonr caad‘.\
nor a rebiddalle suit.  Ju 18
now up to  East o de('_u:%c
whether to leave it at NT
Changing the cardy o Qxx
in spades and & singleton @
the final bid wonld have hwen

4 &

AJxuNxx X

KQx ' [P RNTVARS
K Qs Aroxx
None. KQxxx

Comparing with' the previows
example the responder s hand
is unchanged aund the opener’s
hand is slightly changed making
it an unbalanced one. Now the
bidding will be

7
1 & 1 N T
(uubalanced \unbalanced
hand) hand with a 5
Carder)
2@ not3 @) 3 & (regular
vegular suit. suit),
3 NT

3 N T deniey support {for the
responder’s suit of Clubs. The
responder in the present example
has to pass since he has no spade
support.

When an opponent  opens
with a pre-emptive bid of 3 or 4

in a suit, if the player next to -

him with a strong hand doubles
it is for penalties. Tn case he
willils Ili-‘i pal'lllﬁl‘ 1 name a
suit in which he is interested,
he should call the immediate
next suit of the opponent’s suit
ie.3 @ ongd3¥ on g ¢
cte. This bid should be given
when the hand contains general
«trength in the rest of the suits
except the one that has heen
called by this opponent. E.s.,
onai @ bidwith §QJ xx

X, AQxx, AQxx
But with hand like ¢ x x. ¥—
e Qoxxx, AQTXX
the bid is § @ and in case this
does net agree with the partner,
the Club suit may be shown.

It looks easy for the opponents
16 interfere after a minor suit
opening as 1 W, 1 My, OF 1
N T can be called at a low level,
hut the risk they take is very
great. Even with a minimum
supporting hand the responder
of minor suits opener can double
with happy results.
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: Deal 20.
. : Deal 13. A ] 1o
INTERNATIONAL BIDDING CONTEST, 1954 Kjoss 713 _ . b
HANDS. AB 753 Q93
: 74 A o A 5
North and South hands for the Deal 6, 105 4 2 A6 J 9
o deals are given below. To faci- 4o KJj Deal 21.
ﬁtate a reasonable appraisal of A Q 4 4 762 Deal 14. A5
their individual bidding standard; KQ 5 Jioseg AQ] Kgs .-’\, Q7643 9
readers are requested to, sit AQog6 Ka o & 53 8§ 95
" with their partners and bid each A73 K'Q]J e 23
deal across the table and then Ded 7. . KQ873 A ]
compare the final bids arrived at A K 10741 Deal 22.
_ with those given on page 16.... K g 4 A Deal 15. 6 -
N ' Sourn 98 AQ3a 1098742 Aj . 597 3
D!m‘“‘ J1og874 AQE3 5 K(BLQB I\?x
eal 1. : 10 7
AQJ8s Kg Deal 8. igg K8z Q34
8532 A1log %5 ] ' ! 2
ARogz 8QB754 Al%fl-o3 {43 J8762 Deal 16. Daal 23
—_ 74 < 8 8 4
AgBy J6z2 ‘ A K Q :
Deal 2. L 1’m 63 Qy - PR 3
5 AJob Deal g, Q8 2 KJo7by 8Qm7
}1085 K 5 J10843 _.I |085 Q 52
Ag KQ8yo2 AQ 402 Jgos
AQo85 Kéb4 K652 -Ag Deal 17- Deal 24
Deal 3 Ain8gy KJy K AQ 3 875
: Deal 10. 2 9 4 Jas
AQigg Kg8s ’ QJ753 XK O3B K 642 ¢
KQs3 Joa2 KQ8432 10 Jﬁ_g'.’ -‘G\I\Q 5 4 2QJ :
Q8 %(62 SAQ_ %%954 A K
Age2 5 32
th 7 Kg NER Deal 18, D“':;”-"'Q
oot 4 Deal 1 AK Q9841 ABRS
i{lngz;n 112?7857 AQ6 10 8 2 L4 6 ?1‘%’% 109652
6 Ag8ij LJ864 AKRrwg3 RReb5 2% KJo
6 10 9 L -
Q53 Joy Agg veal Peal 26.
Deal 5 Deal I2. . Dea 9- (l 10 7 3 2 A K Q 7 %
A108j5 QJoga K84 76a A P Kg :
QJ A7 Asg 42 K AKs5 8 1 74732 J
Q2 AKr7653 AKioa Q84g2 AKg 243 AK s B
AQ954 — Q8 Awgsge AKgb6s2 Q31
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Deel 29.
AJ 1o
AJ o
KJ4
AKQs

Deal 30.
63
AK7ga2
97
Kl7s3

~ e
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A BRIDGE PLAYER’S CAUSERIE—IV
By P. S. N. Sarma

Now that Contract Bridge, the
queen of card games, has
been expelled from the City's best
clubs by her vulgarsister, Rummy,
an old campaigner like me has
been .forced to seek her in
her abscure haunts in the casbah.

I landed in one of these joints
recently. The game that passes

for bridge here is not of a high

order, but it is highly diverting,
and educative. If you want
to know how bridge should not
be played, you can choose no
bcttgr )Italacc than this club of
ours. The name of Gulberison
evokes nothing but  sneering
contempt from the stalwart paloo-
kas who are the pillars of our
bridge table. “I don’t play
Culbertson ; 1 play common-
sense,” is the proud assertion of
these worthies.  The implica-
tion that Culbertson and common-
sense are incompatible is, how-
ever, not deliberate.

The Rule of Two and Three
and the Lightner double are
dismissed out of hand as
so much academic nensense.
But you are not to think that
palookas do not follow any
theories or conventions. Paloo-
kas are as doctrine-ridden a lat
as Communists. They have a
cult of their own with its super-
stitions  jealously held and
impossible to disledge. And
these superstitions are inter-

national in character, For
instance you will find a palooka
in Paris talking of ‘ shut-out
bids ** in the same manner as a
palooka in Pallavaram. Strong
and weak no trumps, leading the
highest card of the suit bhid by
partner, the famous lead
through strength and towards.
weakness, the rebid of a five
card suit irrespective of the
strength of a hand and that
of partner’s response—these
are some of their better known
doctrines.

1o return to our club. We
have an intense dislike here for
tournament  bridge, problems,
part scores etc. We consider
them “sissy ”. Qur bridge is a
kind of verbal hoxing, a free-for-
all with everyone taking part in
the auction in every deal, so that
nobody knows who is helding:
what. (I have calculated that
on the average, if all the bids in
one deal are right, there shounld
be about sixteen honour tricks
in the pack!) We open the
bidding like men, overcall like
men, double like men—and re-
double like cavemen. If there
is a game or slam going within
miles of us we are sure to catch
it as you would catch influenza,
The post-mortem with us is not a
feast of reason, but a flow of
spleen. And it is the person
with the most raucous voice who
carries off the honours.
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INTRODUCING THE VIP,

This person is usually the VIP
(it does not mean Very Inept
Player). A star of our adminis-
trative firmament his job, when

" pot butchering bridge hands is
to dispense criminal justice.
Some of it és criminal, I am told,
He is notorious’ for his harsh
sentences, a Judge Jeffries in
fact. He brings to the game of
bridge the same severity and
ferocity which characterise him
on the bench. He Jooks upon his
fellow players, partner included,
as criminals brought to the bar.
" But the cards are not aware of
all this—the dear little innocents !
That is why they get in his hair
and his pet theories arc always
blowing a fuse.

The other day 1 saw some
‘deals which inspired a great deal
‘of his palooka patter, but by a
strangt irony, the ‘engineer was
hoist with his own petard.

 The victim of the first deal
was his partner, sitting North
whodoubled Six Spades by West,
but led the.Xnave of Clubs instead

Qiob62
Jg8
¢ AQGs5
an?{!}% AJ
3§2 73 31}%5
2 9643
:AI ' Nil x KQz2
'_:‘107643
R 3
%
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The declarer too i
with the Ace, ﬂnem:! ﬁes;ﬁt
Knave, played the Ace, returned
to his hand with the Heart King
played Spade King, Heart Ace
Heart Queen discarding a
Diamond), Ciub ing and Club

Queen i i
DiamondS. d.mgr the  other

He made bijs
was hell et loose 100 ntract-—and
L ]

E
L 3

VIPs  expletives  whi

printer has scored out. cWh]m:) l"::

has’passcd 1s only this : “ If you

céz:tt lead a}:: Ace against a 3
ract, why don’t you

play—badminton ?” you go and

By a strange coincid .
very nextdeal was als;lp?:;:d ﬁ::
%x Spades by West doubled by
Notth. Not wanting any hocus-
ﬁc::li thlsztime North led

ce of Hearts—
made his contract! and declarer

$97632
YAy, '
46
,QJ $XKJw06
1084
K6 :?;(55
:AKrog ’Qgsz
32 A
& Nil $4 Q5
¥Qiogaz
¢J87y4

$9874

Those asteriks stand for the |
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The VIP's reaction this time
can be described only by a
caricaturist. He nearly had a
stroke.  The first few words he
uttered were incomprehensible.
When his speech became coherent
we heard him say : “ If you don’t
know what to do with your Aces
when defending against a slam
contract, why don’t you go and
play—badminton ?”

The titter that went round
the table luckily escaped the
notice of the VIP.

Careress TaLk Costs
CONTRACTS.

“ Paes as much information
as you can to your partner, in the
course of -the bidding,” is a
favourite dictum of the VIP.  His
pariner followed thisadvicein this
deal and this is what happened.

»Q872
¥ Ké6s
& 1084
& Qo3
& 096 45
¥ 72 ¢ AdJie
¢ Q653 ¢ Koyz
& 8765 & AK]Joy
& AKJ43
¥ Qo854
& Al
b 2

The bidding : _

South  West  North  East

1 e Pass 24 3&

3 Pass 34 Pas

i g .

West led the Five of Clubs, East
took with the Knave and played
the King. ‘The declarer ruffed,
played three rounds of trumps,
led"a Heart from dummy, East
ducked and the Queen won.

The second Heart trick went to
East’s Knave. Now East recalled
the hidding. He reasoned
that there was no reason for
the declarer 1o mention the Heart
suit unless it was of the same
length as the Spade suit. That
meant he had two Diamonds.
If they were the Ace and Queen
the contract was on, but if they
were the Ace and any other card,
it could be beaten by leading a
Diamond. He led & Diamond
and that was that, '

“If you had not gone about
naming all suits under the sun
after we had agreed on Spades,
a thitd Club would have been
led and you would have got
home,” said the VIP,

“ 1 was trying to pass as much
information as possible,” said his
partner,

“ Information,
said the VIP.

“ Foot” was not the word
he wsed, but our printer’s
bowdlerised version of it

The same partnership encoun-
tered the accompanving deal
later in the evening. :

my  foot™
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$Ag
¥$Jwig
$ 1012
$AKQ2
& Kj54 & J10876
¥ Q62 L XN
$KQJg8,4 €765
&3 : & 764
® Q32
YAKj54
é A

The VIP sitting North
opened the bidding with one
Club, South bid three Clubs,
North, three No-trump, South
four Clubs, North five Clubs and
South six Clubs.

Six Clubs went west and the
_VIP roared: “Why didn’t
you bid your Hearts? Why did
you go in for the Jousy slam in
Clubs jinstead of the slam in
Hearts which is there for the
taking ?

“ 1 didn’t want to go about

naming all suits under the sun

with such thumping support’ for
Clubs.”

“ Do you know that a four.
four is always better than a five.
four ?

* Besides ’, said the VIP’s
artner, ignoring the remark
Eecausc he did not understand it.
“You would be playing the
slam in Clubs, not I. You know
my play is not up to much,
what ? '

The INDIAN BRIDGE WORLD

That soothed the VIP's vanity
and averted a breach of the peace

BRILLIANT PLAV-—WHILE OF
UNSOUND MIND.

But it was altogether a bad day
for the VIP, His discomfiture
was complete in this deal in
which he doubled Six Hearts by
South and the contract was made
by brilliant lpla]r. He had every
Jjustification for doubling the slam.
West overcalled in Spades and he
held such good trumps,

West led the ten of Diamonds.

The declarer took the trick with:

the King. He finessed the ueen
of Clubs. He led the gn of
Hearts, East covered with the
Knave, and he won with the
Qucen, The  declarer next
finessed the Queen of Spades,
He cashed the Ace of Clubs, led
a diamond to the Queen, ruffed a
Club, led Diamond Ace and
another Diamond which he
ruffed in his hand, The Spade

Ace was then played and this
was the position :

JANUARY 1955

.2
¥ 97
’__
&ﬁ

Immaterial

B
Ag
& —
The deuce of Spades was

mow led. The VIP had to ruff,
But  heyond calling  ymcier

L X L

15

names than usual he could
do littie to prevent the slam,

I complimented the declarer
on having brought off a master-
piece. He scemed somewhat
bewildered. “ To be quite
frank,” he said 1 had no clear
idea of what I was doing. I
am feeling rather drowsy and I
was only thinking of getting
home early. You know my
wife frowns on my keeping late
hours.”

‘That shows you what palookas
are ! |
Happy thought : A palooka

wauld play better if he thought
less !



«DOUBLE TROUBLE

By N
3y N. MurnurrsHNa Iver

INTERNA
TIO X
NAL BIDDING CONTES
T, 1

_— D : AWARDS.
* J tarmonds
7 DiamOnd . 10
5 ) )
2. 3 N. T, e 20 ;g 4 -‘:-;I;]adeq “
5 Clubs .. 100 . N. T i . Double, do bl .
3. Part Score .. 6o ) art S(‘.ON . :0@ hle® ' uble :R;!A?:'nd trou- rnust
\ con X vl 2CoR ve 100 B make ..
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s, (3) .
Both sides vulnerable.

Sourn West Nortg  East.

1 Pass 2 Pass

Pa?s D’ble Pa.g ?

Technically this is a penalty
double, but East should not pass
unless his hand can defeat 2 §.
West competes after knowing
that North-Scuth have disclosed
their relative weakness and he
reopens the bidding.

Hls. (4)
Neither side vulnerable,

Soure West Norra  East
Pass Pass 1 Pass
1 NT Pass 2 Pass
Pass Double. Pass ?

West holding 4 K 10 6 5
$OQ)7; @108, 8AJ96
makes a weak competitive bid
which East takes out in a suit.
These weak-competitive reopen-
ing bids are made under the
‘ balance of power » or ** protec-
tion** theory t.2., when and where
the opponents have signed off or
let their bidding die at one or two
level and  their  combined
strength is shown to be a
minimum. This style of bidding
brings large dividends and can
be used to great advantage in
match point-duplicate games.
ks, {5)

North-South vulnerable,

Soutt WEest North  East
1 & Double 2 & Double

East holds 4 Q85 4; 9 A
Ko;#J743; 853
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North has disclosed a hand
weak in honours but strong dis-
tributionally and the single free
raise following the double shows
about 4 or 5 trumps and about 4
winners (see page 226 of the
Gold Book 1950 edition). South
should normally have 4 or 5
Clubs; therefore East hardly makes
a penalty double with so many
clubs outside him and on the
wrong side of the opening bidder.
The intended meaning is ob-
vious ; the double by East is of
the same type as a 3 Club call
except that it is not so strong.
This double must follow the
responsive principle ; it is true no
doubt that it is a bit thick to
claim the benefits of a conven-
tion without playing that coven-
tion”. (Dr. Reid’s Responsive
Double iz making much head-
way now-a-days),

Hls. (6)

SourH West  Nortu East

1 & 14 Dble Pas
Pags 19 1 NT Pass

South holds @ 10 4; @
1093 OKQB;&AKQe}%
While South holds K Q 8 in
Diamends, North doubles 1 ¢
and also calls one no-trump after
an intervening bid of one Heart.
South should know that there
1s something fishy about the
4 overcall and bid 2 ¢ him-

self.

But on no account should a
double in any given sequence of
bidding be termed ** penalty
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at one time and a * take-

out” at any other time, or
called “ penaity ™ by one player
but * take-out” by the otbcr
player, There should be definite-
ness and consistency of bidding
given the same hands, at all
times, and by all players—for
very obvious reasons; and no
player should be forced to guess.
How do we classify the double—
as penalty or take-out—in the
following seguence

s, (9

Sourny West NorTH  Last.
1 & Pass i NT  Pass
Pass Double —

This s illustr‘.tIt)ion[JI No. 2.
Table of penalty Doubles situa-
tions) at ;agc 273 of Gold Book
1950 edition.  Tu s said therein,
““West has passed previously.
Hence he was trapping and
doubles for penalties. East should
take out only with a weak hand
and a long suit . Qn t.hc next
page another illustratuon 1s

Sournn  WEST NORTH East
i NT Double. — —

and it is said, ** Although this 15
by definition a penalty double,
partner has the option of taking
it out”. Reading these to-
wether with, “the double of a
one no-trump bid s a penalty
double and is intended o be
taken out enly if partner has a
tong (at least a five card) suit
in a hand too weak in honour
tricks to support the double "—
page 243—there is no difference
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at all between the above two
situatons at page 273 and 274
of the Gold Book, and the double
following the no-trump in both
the situations is purely penalty.

It is interesting to note that
the same sequence (illustration
7 above}.

SouvrH  Wesr Norta  East
1 & Pass 1 NT Pass
Pass Double —_

is classified as a reopening take-
out double in the Gold Book,
In Chapter XX1 (Take-out Dou-
bles) under the Sub-heading * re-
opening the bidding ™ at page
244, it reads, “ A double of a
no trump response which has been
passed by the opener should be
maﬁc with about 2} honour tricks
with a few Jacks and tens”.
The theory of “ balance of

wer © or * protection ”’ can
well be. applied to this sequence
and the double can be termed a
“ rake-out . This is the better
view.

The flexibiiity of reaiing a
penalty double as a take-out
largely depends upon vulnera-
bilitv, the factor of position, the
range and limit of hids, the
batance of power, ete. It s
true that the precise use and inter-
precation of doubles are a bit
ticklish ; ver technicalities apart
it is always better to read the
doubler’s intention  as  arising
out of any given sequence and
give a logical treatment to the
“double ™ regardless of classi-
fication,
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PROBLEMS
~ DEPARTMENT =

TEST YOUR SKILL—PROBLEMS
Edited by P. S. N. Sarua

Problem 1. West dealer, East-
West vulnerable, match point
scoring, the bidding has gone :
Wesr Nowrte East' Soutw
Pass Pass Pass 1 &
Pass 2 4 Pass ?

What do you, South, bid, hold-

ing: §KQoqg, 105 ¢J53,
& A 08 2?

Problem 2. North dealer, nei-
ther side vulnerable, the bidding
has gone :

NorTH East Sourn
Pass r @ ?

What do you, South, bid,
holding: ¢ 8, ¥ Q 10 8 2,
€AK7, $KgB85 4?

. Problem 3, North dealer, nei-

ther side vulnerable, the bidding
has gone :

NorTa EasT Soutn
Pass 1 ?

What do you, South, bid,
holding :

' Qi082,¥8 ¢AK7,
4%9854? _

_ Problem 4. South dealer, both
sides vulnerable, match point
scoring, the bidding has gone :

SoutH  WEst  NortH FEast
Id  Pas 19 Pa

What do you, South bid,

holding: @ 5, 9 A 8 K
843, #AK]J65? > e

Problem 5. East is playing a
contract of Four Spades, The
defence cash two Club tricks
and lead the third top Club which
declarer ruffs. The trumps break
3-1. The East-West hands are
given below. Plan declarer’s
play.

‘WEsT Easr

QJsa2 AKio8y

i ﬁ 5 i K 2
732 AB854

$Js514 93

Problem 6. East is the dec-
larer at a contract of Four
Spades, after South opened the

bidding with One Heart, South
leads the King of Diamonds,
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North playing the cight. The
East-West hands are given below.
Plan declarer’s play.

WEST EasT
zf\lyﬁ 3Q?
$ 62 01\74

& w075435 SK97

Problem 7. West became the
declarer at Three Spades after
the following somewhat free-for-
all-bidding : ,
Nortn East SoutH WEST
Pass o K 1 &
2 ¢ Pass  Pass 2 @
34 364

North leads @8, dummy plays
low and you, South, win with
the Knave. Your hand and the
dummy are given below. How
do you defend from here ?
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Problem 8. South is playing a
contract of Four Hearts, after
East opens the bidding with One
Club. West leads & 7, dummy’s
8 is covered by East with the 1o,
South winning with the Ace.
Declarer plays the King -of
trumps. East wins with the Ace
and plays the deuce of diamonds.
What is declarer’s play for ten
tricks > The Noerth-South hands
are given below.

PR T TS

Problem g. Both  declarer’s
hand and dummy are given In
this problem. The contract is
Four Hearts by East. South
leads the Queen of Spades, Plan
declarer’s play.

West East

& K383 d Aygb

¥ Kby ¥ AQio732
¢ A3 ® Kygy

d Qo554 &2
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Edited by T. S. CHANDRASERARAN

The Association’sannual Cham-
pronship Tournaments have just
" been completed.  Trichy, Deva-

kottah, Madura, Tanjore & Coim-
batore were the Zonal centres
where the preliminary rounds
were played and the winners
of the various Zones as well as
those from Madras City took part
in the final rounds at the Corpora-
tion Stadium during the Christ-
mas week. Two teams from
Andhra were specially invited to
take part in the final rounds and
the Tenali team, last year's win-
ners, besides a team from Vijaya-
wada competed on behalf of the
Andhra Bridge Association. The
T. Nagar Social Club’s team who
won the knock out event and
annexed the Sir T. Sadasiva
Iyer’s trophy deserve to be con-
gratulated on their return to
form. This is the first time since

1950 that a Madras City team
won this event.

The final rounds were largely
attended this year although one
missed the teams from West
Bengal who played so well last

‘qalj. Besides the usual events a set
ol sixteen deals par pointed by
Mr. K. C. Ramaratnam of the
T, Nagar S. C. was also
played on the last night. Full
details of the results are given
elsewhere. . ... ...

The Annual General Body
meeting of the Association was
held at 24, Narayana Mudali
Street at 6 p.M. on 26th Decem-
ber, 1954 — the Corporation
Stadium was not available owing
to the visit of the Chinese
Cultural Delegation—with Mr.
P. Rajagopalan, the President
in  the Chair. Before the
proceedings began, the meeting
passed a resolution mourning the
death of Mr, M. R. Krishnan,
who was the Hony. Treasurer
of the Association, early in the
year. After adoption of the
annual report and distribution
of prizes, the following office

bearers for the yea _
elected : year 1954-55 were

Hon’ble Mr. Justice P. Raja~
gopalan (President). o
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K. R. Sundara Iyer (Vice-Prest-
dent).

S. Ramalingaswamy ( Vice-Prest-
dent).

K. Guru Dutt {Hony. Secretary).

Dr. K. L. Narayana Rau
(Hony. Treasurer).

R. Sankaran (dAsst. Secretary).

Other members of the Ex. Council.

Ayyathurai.

G. K. Sundaram

Sampath Thatham.

Lt. Col. C. S. V. Ramanan.
N. Venkat Rao. )
M.R.S. Manickavelu Chettiar.
E, Solomon.

M. Rangacharl.

Dr. V. N. C. Rau.

C. V. Venkatesan.

C. Annapurniah.

S. Palaniswamy.

A copy of the Annual Report
and Statement of accounts
appears elsewhere......

The Australian Bridge Council
sponsored  an Intcz_'nauo!-nal
Bidding contest for pairs in which
most of the European nations
took part. The South Indian
Bridge Association who were also
invited to take part and send five
pairs to represent India felt
unable to shoulder the respon-
sibility of selecting the 5 best
pairs who would be representative
of the highest talent in the
country. The Executive Council
of the Association, rather than
let slip this opportunity, selected
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5 pairs to represent the 8. 1. B. A.
and participate in this event.
The selection had to  be
done largely in an arbitrary
manner and solely on the basis
of the knowledge which the
council possessed of the bidding
skill of the players chosen. The
task was not an easy one and
the selectors naturally came in
for a lot of criticism. The
Council hope that members will
realise the difhculties  which
lay in the way of selecting the
5 really best pairs and not in-
dulge in unfair criticism of the
choice made hy the selectors,

The pairs chosen to represent
the Association in this event were :

Marks
scored
for
3000
. P S Reddi &
T. R. Samco .. L130
2. A. M. R, Davidar &
A. D. J. Victor .. gfio
3. N.  Ramaratnam &
C. Devarajan .. 1,320
1. E. N. Myvlappan &
N. V. M. Gani .. 1,140
5. Al Ramamurti &
P. Tilak. .. 1,280

Unfortunately the performance
of the pairs selected was rather
poor. India came 18th in rank;
Iraly (2,280) and Israel (2,200}
were the winners and runners-

up.
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The Indian players who took
part in the subsidiary event,
playing the same hands, fared
much better and we congratulate
M/s. 5. Ethirajulu Chetty and
A. Sreeramulu of the Southern
India Vysya Association on
their splendid performance. This
pair scored 2020 while M/s.
T. K. N. Panikkar and Veera-
mani came next with 1,880
points. :

Full details of the 3o deals
and the bidding awards for each
. hand appear elsewhere.

Detailed results are :

Ialy : E. Chiardia

& P. Farquet - 2,280
Israel .. 2,200
France .. 2,080
Q. Britain .. 1,970
Australia - .. 1,610
Br. W, .. 2,160
Holland .. 1,890
Jamaica . .. 1,820
Western U.5.A. .. 1,690
Egypt ' .« 1,650
Bermuda ) .. 1,660
Hongkong .. 1,810
Newzealand .. 1,350
Mexico .. 1,630
Scotland .. 1,550
Belgium .. I,5I0
South Africa .. 1,480
India .. 1,320

The following pairs took part
in the subsidiary event and scored
as under : :

A. R. Krishnaswamy &
G. 8. Padmanabhan .. 1,410

' The INDIAN BRIDGE WORLD

G. N. Chari & Venkata-

ramani .. 1,060
Dr.V.N.C.Rau & P. S,
Sundaresa Iyer <. 1,400

Mr., & Mrs, Sclomon
Panikkar & Veera- 1330
mani .. 1,880
T. M. Kasturi & M. K.
Srinivasa Mudaliar .. 1 420
R. Sankaran & S, K.

Subramanian <+ 1,550
M. Rangachari & Radha-

krishnan .- IL,480
Gokuldoss &  Sriramuly

Naidu .. B30
Sriramulah & Raghava

Rao .. 1,160
Guru Dutt & Narasim-
" han .+ 1,400
S. Ethirajulu Chetty &

A. Sriramulu cr 2,020
L. N. Dadhabai & Beaver. ’

. K. Gopalaswam

A. 8. Gi.s v & 1,400

The Madras City League

_ Tournament concluded in Sep-

tember, 1954 and although a
number of matches were not
played, keen interest prevailed in
the event to the end. The
Modern Institute of Commerce
team, last year’s holders, did not
strike form this season. We
congratulate Mr. K. R. Sundaram
Iyer’s Team the league winners
this year on their steady form
but it must be said that they lost
to Mr. P. S, Reddi’s team in
their encounter while the Latter,
although unbeaten in the series,
lost their place by failing to turn
up for the final match. The
following are the individual
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players who made up the teams.

K. R. Sundaram Iyver's Team:
Winners, .

K. R. Sundaram lyer.

P. S. Sundaresa lyer.
T. R. Samoo.

C. R. Srinivasan.

Pr. K. L. Narayana Rau.
K. (. Ramaratnam.

. K. Survanarayana.
T. 8. Chandrasekaran.

P. S. Reddi's Team : Runners-up.
P. 8. Reddi.

T. K. N. Panikkar.

. Devarajan.

A S Gin.

A. Ramamurti.

H. Appadurai.

V. R. Veeramani.

D, S. T. Achar.

We hope that interest in the
League matches will not dwindle
in the years 1o come as this is
the only event providing regular
playingnpportunilicsfm‘al!. Moaore
new blood and a revival of
enthusiasm in the game is re-
quired and we arc confident that
this will be forthcoming in the
future and that all the matches
will he plaved keenly.

Two open tournaments were
organised in the moflusil during
the quarter which were hoth }vcll
attended. The Gosmopolitan
Club, Tanjore, conducted their
tournament during the Puja Holi-
days. The Modern Institute of
Commerce team from Madras are
to Dbe congratulated on their
good show in winning the
main knock-out event, for the

a5

Jothi Pandyan Memorial Trophy.
Following are the results :
Team of four event: Winners:
(Modern  Institute of Commerce,

A!ad?’m).
K. Guru Dutt.
R. Sankaran.

T. R. Samoo
T. 5. Chandrasekaran.

Runners-up : The  Cosmopolitan
Club, Tanjore.
S. Ramalingaswamy.
K. 5. Venkataraman.
M. S. Krishnaswami.
Appathurai.

The City Club, Trichy, staged
their Annual Tournament for the
Thevar Memorial Trophy during
the last week of October, 1954.
Although no team from Madras
took part in the events, teams
from Tanjore, Trichy, Maya-
varain  Karaikudi cte. partici-
pated in the matches which were
keenly fought. The Srirangam
teamwon the knock-outDuplicate
event and the following are the
results ;

Knock-out Team of Fomr.
Winners ©

S. R. V. Thatham.

5. Rangarajan.

S. Parthasarathy.

5. Rathnam Pillai.

T. S. Jayarama lIyer.
Runners-up -

%. R, Sampath Thatham.

Sarvodava.
P. N. Subramama Iyer.



N. Srinivasa Iyeﬁgar.
S. Rangaswamy.

Master Pairs :
Winners :

S. Rathnam Pillai,
S. Parthasarathy.

Runners-up :

M. Subbiah.
5. V. Natarajan.

Progressive Pairs -
North South : Winners :

Appathurai.
Ranganatha Iyer..

East West : Winners :

E. N. Mylappan,
A. K, Sherfuddin.

It is gratifying to note that
Bridge is growing more and more
popular in the Districts, Besides
Madras City, regular League
matches are being played a: the
various centres, #z., at Trichy,
for the Jothi Pandian Memorial
League Trophy,andat Karaikudi.
We hope that this enthusiasm
will not be short-lived and these
league tournaments will help in
promoting more inter district
contests and finding new talent,

Results of the 8.1, B. A. Annual
Championship Tournament, 1954.

Final Rounds.
Team of four Knock-out
(for Sir T. Sadasiva Iyer’s Trophy).

Winners : (T Nagar Social Club,
Madras.)

K. C. Ramaratnam,
5. Palaniswamy.
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P. 8. Sadasivan.

R. Sankaran.

T. S. Chandrasekaran.
Runner-up . (L, R. M.

Tenalt). Club,

P, L. Bastri.

P: R. Sastri,

N. Tirumal Rao.

P. L. Narayana.

Duplicate Progressive -

(M. R. Doraiswamy’
Trophy.) my's  Challenge

Winners : (Karaikudi Tawn Club.)
M. R. S. Manickavelu.

M. N. &, T. Chidambaram.

R. M. Kuttaiyan Chetti
S, Kasi. aivan Chettiar,

Runners wp : {
Club, Madras.)

K. C. Ramaratnam.
S. Palaniswamy.

P. S. Sadasivan,

R. Sankaran.

"Nagar  Social

Pairs Progressive

North South Winners -
Mrs. & Mr. Solomon.

Runners-up

V. Subramaniam.
Suryanarayanan.

East West Winners :

B. Hanumantha Rao.
A. 5. Giri,

Runners-up :

M. R.S. Manickavelu Chettiar.
A. R. Sankaranarayanan.
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Master Pairs :

Winners : .
V. Subramanian.
M. Subbiah,

Runmrs-up :

Y. Duraiswamy lyer.

N. V. M. Gani.
Individual Championship :
Winner :

K. Guru Dutt,

Runner-up :

Suryanarayanan.

Par Event :

North South Winners :
T. K. N. Panikkar,
P. §. Natarajan.

Runners-up : P. 5. Reddi.
B. Hamanuntha Rao.

East West Winners :

A. Ramamurti.
P. Tilak.
Runners-up :

FE. N. Mylappan.
Sherfuddin.
ZoNAL ROUNDS.

© Madras City Jome.

Team of four Rnock-out :
Winners : (Mpylapore Club}.
G. N. Chari.
N. Ramaratnam.
B. Venkataramant.
C. V. Venkatesan.
S, K. Sundararaman.

Runners-up : (T* Nagar 5. C..

K. C. Ramaratnam,

3. Palaniswamy.

P. S. Sadasivan.

R. Sankaran.

T. S. Chandrasekaran.

Pairs Progressive :

North South Winners :
M. Singaperumaliah.
N. Sreeramulu Naidu.

Runners-up :

. Hanumantha Rao.
T. 8. Chandrasekaran.

FEast West ¥inners :
G. K. Gopalaswami,
M. Rangaswamy.

Runtners-up :

K. R. Sundaram Iver.
T. R. Sanoo.

Master Pairs :

IWinners
K. S. Narayana.

G. K. Gopalaswami.

Runners-up *

E. Solomon.
Chandrasekaran.

Madurar Jone.
Team of four TWinners :

IWinners » Union Club * .17

\’. Sundararajan.
5. V. Ramalingam.
A, S. Krishnaswam.
\M. 8. Parthasarathy.
Runners-up : Cosmopolitan
R
Avvadurai Mudaliar.
Palani.
Pasupathi.
~ Tirumalraj.
Progressive Pairs :
North South Winners
S. Rajam.
P. Ramaswami.
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Runners-up .
M. 8. Krishnaswarmi.
M. 8. Parthasarathi.
East West ;' Winners :
Ayyadurai Mudaliar.
Palani.
Runners-up :
R. Soundararajan.
S. N. Sastri.
Master Pairs :
Winners :
R. Soundararajan,
S. N. Sastri.
Runners-up :
P. 8. Ramaswami.
8. Rajam.
Devakottah Zorie . \
Team of four knock-out :
Town CGlub, Karaikudi,
Winners :
M. R. S, Manickavelu Chettiar,
A. R. Sankaranarayanan.
M. N. S. T. Chidambaram.
K. Narayana Chettiar.

C. Annamalai. )
Runners-up :  Nehru  Club, Kotka-
mangalam. ‘

R. M. Kuttaiyan Chettiar.
C. A. C. Arunachala Chettiar.
R. M. Olagappa Chettiar,
S. Kasi, '
L. Arunachalam Chettiar.
Progressive Pairs :
North South Winners ;
R. M. Kuttaiyan Chettiar.
C. A. C. Arunachalam. '
East West Winners :

5. K. M. Meyyappan.
A, N. A. L. Alagappan.
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Master Paivs Wingers -

A. Natesan,

K. S. Krishnan,
Tanfore Jone ;
Team of four knock-out :

i inners :

T. K. Srinivas Iyengar,
Muthukrishna Iyer,
Appadura,
Ranganatha Iyer.

Runners-up :

Sudarsana Sabha.

Progressive Pairs.

North South Winners

Cosmopohitan Club, Paitukotta;.
Ambrose
K. V. Ramanathan,

Fast Vest Winners -

Dr. M. S, Krishnaswami,
Subburatnam,

North South :

Rumners up : (Mayavaram),
Ramalingam.
Vasu.

East West :

Runneys up : Cosmopolitan  Club,
Pgltukotiai, ‘
P. M. Shanmugam.
Veeraswami Chettiar,

Trichinopely Zone :

Team of four :

Winners - City Club | Trichy.
8. V. Natarajan.

V. Subramaniam,
Ambi Tver,

M. Subhiah.

K. Suryanarayana.

Runners up :

E. N. Mylappah.

A. K. Sharfuddin.
N. V. M. Gani,

Y, Duraiswami Iyer,

TEST YOUR SKILL—SOLUTIONS
Edited by P. 5. N. Sarma

Problem 1. West dealer, Ea:%t-
est vulnerable, match pont
scoring, the bidding has gone:

West NortH Easr  SouTB
Pags  Pass Pass f,‘

Pagg 2 ‘ Pass

What do you, South, bid,
holding : 4 K Q 9, ¥ 10 5
4]s53, #AQ082:

Solution : Pass.

Comment : Your hand harely

qualifies for an opening bid.

You opened because the scoring
is by match points, and, because
being the fourth hand you are
under no obligation to rebid.
Your partner’s jump respouse
should be taken with some re-
serve as he did not have sufficient
high card strength to open the
bidding. A jump bid by a
responder who passed originally
is not absolutely forcing.

Problem 2.—North  dealer,
neither side  vulnerable, the
bidding has gone :

NorTH EasT SouTH

Pass 1 @ ?

What do you, South, bid,
holding : 8, @ Q 108 1
®AK;, #KogBs54?

Solution ; Pass,
Comment - An overcall of Two
Clubs should not even be thought

of. Not only is the Clul suit
too tenuous for an avercall,
but the four card Heart suit is a
dangerous liability, In overcall-
ing discretion is the better part
of valour.

Problen 3. North  dealer,
neither side  wvulnerable, the
bidding has gone :

NORTH EasT SouTH
Pass ) ?
What do  vou, South, bid,
holding : & € 10 3 2. @ 8,
¢AK7.8KoB54?
Solution : Double.

Comment : Don't wait for three
and a half’ hanour tricks 1o le
dealt to vou before you make a
take-out double. While many a
three and a half honour trick
hand will make a poor dummy
because of had distribution, a
hand like this though not strong
in high cards has good support
for any suit that partner may
bid. When the shape of a hand
is good, the requirements for a
take-out double may be shaded.
The doubler’s partner must hear
this in mind and exercise caution
in passing for penalties or doub-
ling any contract that oppo-
nents may reach.

Problem 4. South dealer, both
sides vulnerable, match point
scoring, the bidding has gone:
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Qoute  West Nowrge  East
1 & Pass i J Pass
2

What do you, South, bid,
holding: @ 5, W A8, K8
43, dAK]J65?

Solution : Two Hearts,

Comment : An immediate raise
of partner’s suit generally re-
quires four card support, but with
those who bid only suits which
are conventionally held to be
biddable, there is no danger in
raising with three to a high
honour when the hand is un-
balanced as in the present case,
The hand is too strong for a mere
rebid of Clubs, but not strong
enough for a reverse bid of Two
Diamonds. As the scoring is
by match points, it is batter to
flash the support for the major
suit without wasting valuable
rounds of bidding.

Problem 5.—East is playing a
contract of Four Spades. The
defence cash two Club tricks
and lead the third top Club
which declarer ruffs. The trumps
break 3-1. The East-West hands
are given below. Plan declarer’s
play. '

West East

QJ32 @& AKio8y
3A5 ¥ K2
X732 HABs5a

$J54 & 93

Solution : Eliminate  trumps.
Eliminate Hearts. Lead a low
Diamond from either hand, and
play low from the other.
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Comment : The only danger to
the contract lies in the Diamond
suit breaking badly. If the miss-
ing Diamonds are divided 5-o0,
the contract is off ; if they are
divided 3-2 there is no problem.
If, as is more likely, they break
4-1, the contract can be made by
the above play provided the
singleton is not the six. Percen-
tage is against the singleton
being the six.

Problem 6. East is the dec-
larer at a contract of Four
Spades, after South opened the
bidding with One Heart. South
leads the King of Diamonds,
North playing the eight, The
East-West hands are given below.
Plan declarer’s play.

Wesr EaAst
QI o AKg817s
A sQa

$ 62 A7g

& 107543 Kg

Solution : Duck the openinglead.
Establish a Club in dummy for a
Heart discard, 1aking the view
that North has three clubs to
the Queen or Knave, Enter
with a trump, lead a low club 3if
North plays low insert the nine,
if North plays an honour—he
cannot have the Ace—cover with
the King. Use dummy’s trum
entries for ruffing the third Club.

Comment : South obviously has
the Heart King. North must be
kept out of the lead. A Club
must be set up in dummy for
discarding declarer’s losing Heart.
This is possible only if South has
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three Clubs including the Ace
and at least one other honour.

The complete deal was:

& A2
dec-
Problem 7. West became
larer at Three Spades after tlﬁtz
following somewhat free-for-a
bidding : L
Nortn East SoUTH WEST

Pass 1 4 1 @ 14

2 ¥ Pass DPass P

3@ 38 _

North leads 4 8, dummy play }f
low and you, South, win wi
the Knave. Your hand and the
dummy are given bclow_.) How
do vou defend from here ’

EasT
¥ 543
& Kb
& AK QlJ
SOUTH
10 2
10
¢ AQ] 32
& 107054

Solution : Play the Ace of Dia=
monds and lead Heart Ten.

ar

Comment : The opposition have
the Spades and Clubs, so you
must win your tricks in a hurry.
You know that West has the 10
and g of Diamonds. So you can
cash your Ace. Cashing the
Diamond Ace serves another im-
portant purpose—namely, to in-
dicate to your partner that
your Heart is a singleton., If you
had two Hearts, you would retain
the Diamond Honours to play the
Hearts a second time. When you
deliberately set up dummy’s King
of Diamonds and play the Heart,
partner can read you for a single-
ton. The complete deal was:

o 4P
B RO B
ot o
Lo

10 2
10
AQJsz2
107654

Problem 8. South is playing a
contract of Four Hearts, after
East opens the bidding with One
Club. West leads & 7, dummy’s
8 is covered by East with the 10,
South winning with the Ace.
Declarer plays the King of
trumps. East wins with the Ace
and plays the deuce of Dia-
monds. What is declarer’s play
for ten tricks > The North-South
hands are given below.

oL



NorTtH
3K106
74
® Q854
& Kg8ég
SoutH
86
sKQ] 1o 8
¢ AKogs
& Ay

Solution : ‘Take with the Ace,
draw trumps, play Dianrond King
if the Diamonds do not break
{they will not, East’s deuce must
be a singleton), throw Fast in
with the 6 of Clubs. He will
have to return Spades or Clubs
to give vou two more tricks,

Comment : A simple throw-in.

Incidentally the deal shows that
even a six is a respectable card.
East’s hand was: ¢ A Q g,
VAG52,82,8Q] 042

Problem 9. Both  declarer’s
hand and dummy are given in
this problem. The contract is
Four Hearts by East. South
leads the Queen of Spades, Plan
declarer’s play.

WesT Easr
K8sg Agt6
$K54 :A&w?&?
¢ Awnsg 4 Koy '
$dQiros4 &2

Solution : Take the trick in the
closed hand, Lead the 2 of
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Clubs. Do not star playi irumps
The contract is in ):igager if‘
South has all the four Misging
trumps.  An end-play in trum

is the only chance of 1aving the -

game if the trum

way. The lead ofpa ok that
nothing but gains a valuable
tempo for the declarer. It i«
immaterial whethey North or
Sout_h takes the trick. The two
entries in dummy, K an

& K, are used for ruﬂzxg Club;‘
And South is thrown in with a:
Spadc. Whatever he leads now
is advantageous to the declarer
on the assumption that the Dia-
mond Honours split,

_ Comment: This is a hand which
}Hustratcs the importance of tempe
in bridge. The thoughtless play
of a trump at Trick Two ruins
the hand. The complete deal
was :

& 752

¥ None

4 Q8565

$KJgss6
& K83 & Agb
P Kb, 'AQ10732
® Aiog ¢ Koy
$ Q54 &2

4 QJ oy

$Jg8sp

® ]2

$ A8g

Edited by E.

Question.—yavecent duplicate
contest the following East-West
hands gave rise to much
comment

WEsT East
& — ‘QIUQB?Q
Y Q98763 W AKI04
$Qiogys @2

& 1032 & AD

Fast-West were vulnerable and
Fast was the dealer.

At the table where East-
West were staunch Culbertso-
nians, the bidding died at 1 Spade
all passing. In the other room
the East-WWest pair, who were
playing an artificial point count
system, landed in a4 Heart
contract which was casily made.

Please comment :
(@) Whether West's  pass qf
the opening 1 Spade bid by his
partner was in order.

() Whether West should not
put in a 2 Heart bid followed
by a sign-off 3 Heart bid should
partner bid 2 No Trump.

SoLoMoN,

Answer —In spite of the actual
result we must agree with West’s
pass of the opening 1 Spade
bid by his partner. With a
merc 4 points and an aching
void in partner’s bid suit, any
other action by him is tanta-
mount to flirting with sudden
death. Should North re-open the
bidding, as is likely, West may
then venture to hid Hearts after
which the game contract can
easilv be reached. It is to be
noted that East-West are vul-
nerable but even if they were
not we would still incline to-
wards West’s pass,

We cannot help expressing
a sneaking suspicion that if any-
one was to blame for the unfor-
tunate result it was not West
but—North ! North-8outh had
between them 5 Honour tricks
or 23 points, which was consi-
derably more than East-West
were blessed with, North must
have had a fair share of his
side’s wealth, Therefore, after
West’s pass, the necessity for
some action by him * to protect ™
his partner's pass appears to be
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“wongly indicated.  North, howe
ever, elected to pass.

We, bridge plavers, are more or
less  accustomed 1o being  let
down by our partners, but when
it is an oppunent who lets -us
down it really hurts. West is

therefore all the more deserving

of our sympathsy-.

The reason why the point-
countsmen did hetter than the
Culbertsonians on this particular
hand should not be ascribed to
any special merit of their system,
but rather to what is normally
considered to be a drawback,
As East’s first bid was purely
artificial, West could and had
to show his Heart suit. The gand
fit in Hearts then resulted in
game heing reached, despite
the fact that East’s six-card
major faced a void in partner’s
hand. The normal drawback
of an opening artificial suit,
ie., having to wait to show a
true suit till a higher and possi-
bly deterrent level, therefore, turn-

-ed out, in this particular case, to
be an advantage.

Since we endorse West's pass,
we feel that the second part of
this question requires no separate
comment. :

Question. ~Kindly  discuss  in
your columns how the accom-
panying  North-South  hands
should have heen bid :
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NORTH
¢+
YAKgb63a2
¢ Qg
$ Kfy2

SourH

&]32

v
®AJ7653
$ AB;

At both tables East-West in-
tqrfcrcd in the hidding by hid-
ding Spades and at both “tables
the final bid was only 5 Dia-
monds while 13 tricks were cold
with the singleton Diamond King
dropping on the Ace,

Arswer.~-Assuming  that East
and West each bid Spades ance
anly in the course of the auetion
the recommended bidding is ;. :

NorRTH  East Sovtn Wesr
L4 24 24
‘] — ‘2 -
G @2 - - -~
1. With such a good fit in

[.)iamr')nds, North can best uti-
lise this round of bidding to—

—

[T I )

|2

\a) force w0 game ;

(6) proclaim  hix i i
Spades ; and x  void in

{e) admit suppint for partner's
suit by implication. All this he
d0€'§ m Just ome hreath by over-
calling opponents’ suit.  No mat-
ter how regretfully he does so,
North must forego the pleasure
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of rebidding his undeniably re-
biddable Heart suit, as this call
would withhold from partner news
sure 10 be of far more intérest
to him and alse place him under
oo great a strain.

2. This is the least that South
can say after the foregoing
sequence. It is definitely not a
I I

shut-out ™,

3. Easy!

A litle bird has just whis-
pered in our €ar that 1n ]t]h:;
actual sequence West overea [‘1—
South’s bid of a 2 Diamonds
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with  Spades.  This is sapposed
o crowd the hidding and make
life difficult for Novth-Sonti.
Actually  the contrary s the
case.  Now  North should have
no difficulty in abandoning his
heantfu! Heart suit  West's big

jump forces him 1w do o -and

he might as well me Blavkwaond
since if partner has two Aces u
small slam shonld be makeable.
The bidding in this case would
g0 as follows @ -

North Fasr Sourn WEesT
. Y T A
+ N B :



ANNUAL REPORT FOR 1g53-54.

The Executive Council have
pleasure in presenting this Report
for the year ended goth Sep-
tember, 1G54.

At the General Body Meeting
of the Association held on 27th
December, 1953, the following
were clected to the Council for

- the ‘year 1953-54.
Hon’ble Mr. Justice P. Raja-
gopalan  {President).
Sri K.R. Sundaram Iyer
{Vice President).
» 5. Rajam Iyer
(Vice President).
-y  M.R. Krishnan
{Hony. Treasurer).
5 T.S. Chandrasekaran
(Hony. Secratary).
,» R. Sankaran
(Homy. Asst. Secretary).
.» K.S. Narayana.
»» G. Hanumantha Rao.
* ,, H. Appadorai,
-+  R. Aravamudhan.
M. Rangachart,
Dr. X.L. Narayana Rao.
Sri N. Venkat Rao.
M.R.S. Manickavelu Chet-

tiar.
E.N. Mylappan.
V. Srinivasa Iyer.
»  S.M. Bagchi.
Lt.Col. C.8.V. Ramanan,

Dr, K. L, Narayana Rao was

co-opted as Hony., Treasurer on

the death of Mr. M.R. Xrishnan.

Membership . The membership
of the Association currently stands
at 324 made up as under :

Club Life Members N |
Individual Life Members .. 26
Club Members .. 47
Individual Members .. 200

Total .. 924

Although quite a few members
are also members of the Andhra
Bridge Association, the Gouncil
hope that these members will
continue to be members of the
South Indian Bridge Association
as hitherto and play in the Zonal
and final rounds of the Annual
Championship’s Tournaments as
hitherto.

Finances : The finances of the
Association are generally satis-
factory despite the fact that
substantial arrears of subscrip-
tion are still due to be collected.
The Council hope that the in-
coming Executive Council mem-
bers will devote their attention
to this question in a more ener-
getic manner.

Indian  Bridge  World : The
Indian Bridge Werld, the official
organ of the Association, has
just completed its sixth year.
Unfortunately the Editorial Com-
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mittee have been able to bring
out only twa issues of the Maga-
zine during the present year.
The third is under print and
members will be recelving copies
thereof during January, 1855
The executive Council hope that
the members’ co-aperation in
popularising the Magazine and
bringing out regular rssues thereof
will he forthcoming mm 2 far
greater measure during 1955
Periodical contributions by way
of articles of general interest and
local tournament reviews arc
always welcome and the Council
appeal to all members to ‘make a
special effort in 1his direction,

The Council are thankful to
Sri G. Vaidyanathan for having
audited the accounts of the Asso-
ciation at short natice for a
nominal consideration.

"The Council wish 1o thank the
Australian Bridge Council and
Mr. M.]. Sullivan, particular,
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for having extended an invitation
to the Association to take part in
the International Bridge Contest
sponsored by them. Five pairs
were selected by the Council to
represent the South Indian Bridge
Association. In the absence of
any intimate knowledge of indi-
vidual players the Council did
their hest in the selection,

The Council are grateful 1o
the T’Nagar Social - Club for
continuing to  provide accom-
modation and facilities for receipt
of mails addressed to the Associa-
tior. The Counecll also wish
to thank the authorities of the
Madras Corporation Stadiam for
permitting the final rounds of the
matches to be playved in their
spacious Pavilion Hall

The audited Statement of Ac-
counts and Balance Sheet as at
soth  September, 1954,  are
attached.
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Income and- Expenditure Account Jor.

Expenditure, Details Total

Printing of Magazin:: AR B AP
Stationery and Printing . . 336 10 g9
Pastage . o 9 o0
Audit Fees . " 33 19
Bank Charges ) * 25 0 0
Other FExpienses 1 v ¢4 00

Tournament .

Teague Tournament 2;;3 '92 2

»

Excess of fncome over Expendittre transferred : 2y 5 3

General Fund .. 748 3
- Ieague Toumnament 278 g ‘3

Total .. 3549 l: s

Balance Sheet as at

Capital and Linbilities.

General Fund ¢
As per Last Balance Sheet ‘e
Add ‘
Transfer from League Tournament
Committce .o

Exceas of Income over Expenditure for th
year ended goth Scptember 1954 .-

Donation :
Dz, T. V. 8. Shasery's Memorial Cup ..

Total ..

R$. A. P, XY, A, P.

2001 12 3
287 8 6
748 3 13
T —e— 3127 711
85 o0 o
g212 711

D ———————

" MADRAS,
grd November, 1954,

ASSOCIATION, MADRAS,
the year ended 30Mh September, 1954

Income. Details, Total.
RS, A, P Ra. A, P,
Subscriptions . 297 6 wu
Entrance Feos . 40 8 o
Capitation Feus 50 0 ©
(Mther Receipls -
Tournament 3(:30; !z (c);
- Towrarunen!
Leagur Tow %% oo
Tual .. 4540 2 O
aoth September 1954-
Property and Assets.
BRI, AL P. RS, A. B,
Slacks )
Silver Cups by © 5
Book Debits : ) o o
Duee from Zom Conauitted ‘ - 51
Renesation  ameumt and  cofl of  cape 6o
recoverable . ‘?; ° g
Magazine advenisanent debts 280
Trichv Zone Committee 142 o o
Entrance fees Lue . _109 e o 84_.' o e
Leagwr Tournanent Commites : o
Ay per last Balance Sheet {r. .. 491 2 O
Transfee w General Fund 282 8 b ..
Excess of expendimure over
inceme for 1the vear ended
zoth Sept. 5 278 ¢ o ..
K2 P54 L e 66 1 6
—_— 174 15
Lok 2
Witk Bankers in murent account e 002 A4 2 _
©On Hand, . 156 4 o©
2t38 8 2
Towal .. 3212 7 11

Exumined and {ound correct.

{5d,) G. VAIDYANATHAN
Chartered Accountant, Auditor.



“ CONTRACT BRIDGE (IN A NUTSHELL) »,

By Teaxs (T. K. Srivtvasa IYENGAR, B.A., B.L., Advocate, Tanj
A Review

This book written by one of
our contributors is mainly devo-
ted to bidding, though it alkso
contains afew chapters iltustrating
the more popular types of play:
The author states in his Preface
that the “booklet™ as he calls
it *lays no claim to originality
or discovery of any new system
of convention or method ». He
adds that it is a faithful summary
of the famous Culbertson system.
The main theme of the bookisthe
Culbertson approach-forcing sys-
termn of bidding based on Honour
Trick valuation. This is presen-
ted “in a nutshell.” Tt should
prove useful to players who are
not conversant with Culbertson’s
original treatiseson thesubject. In
addition to paraphrasing Culbert-
son, the author has also taken pains
to summarise some of the other
popular sysiems of bidding like
‘the Acol system (this system has
not been given a separate chapter,
it is touched upen as and when
occasion demands), the Roth-
Stone system, the Culbertson
point count systern, the Vienna
system and the modern Gladiator

; ==X onventions in

ore)

vogue at the present day are
also_ explained in this book as
for instance the Stayman conven-
tion, the Vanderbilt short club,
tl:lc “weak two”, the Acol two
bidsand cue bids.” The author is
equally thorough in his treatment
of conventions used in slam bid-
ding. The much-abused though
universally popular Blackwood
convention 1§ presented here in its
authentic  form.  Culbertson’s
Four-Five No-trump and Asking
Bids—the old as well ag the 1953
version—naturally  are given
prominence. The Norman con.
vention and the Gerber convention
and the grand slam force are
also included,

The chapters on declarer’s play
and defence are brief, Thev
contain a few deals from inter-
national tournaments and from
well-known books illustrating a
number of expert plays, A glos-
sary of bridge terms and  the
International Match Point Sys-
tern of Scoring are inciuded “as
appendices.

The book is a useful compen-
dium of bidding methods.
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THE SQUEEZE
By A, M. R, Davipax

‘The multifarivus forms ol

Squeeze in Bridge cannot he set
down in one article. T shall,
in 1he following pages, deal
with the more cominon forms.
If in so doing I can secure your
interest in this delightful depart.
ment of the end-game and make
vou Squeeze-minded or Squecze-
conscious, ¥ shall be cuiite sans-
fied. You are then bound 10 go
ahead and complete yvour educas
ton  yaurself zhmu,tilz sgadymg,
wmong  others, “The Squeeze
;:.l Brgidgc“ by H.G. Freehill,
“The Squeeze Play” by Robert
Rend and “Squeezes, Coups and
End-plays” by E. Hall Downes.
Since 3t 35 left only to masters
generally to cambine together
in defence to work a Squeeze, a
delicious feature of this depart-
ment of play is that you exclu-
svely work it out }_'oursclf as
Jdeclarer, without having to de-
pend on the undependable per-
on siting in front of you,
quaintly termed your paviner,
seeing that he mostly plays the
part of a third opponent.

To define the term “Squeeze”
in Bridge is not easy. Literal-
ly, it means crush. That is
really what you do when you
Jorce an opponent o discard an
undiscardable or essential card or,
in technical language, a busy card
1.8, @ WINNCr Or a Prospective
winner or a guard to, principal-
ly, the latter. The Sqgueeze,
therefore, operates when an op-
penent, or both opponents, helds,
or hold, only 4 or 4 or more
cards, which are afl busy and
he, or they, is, or are, forced
to discard one of such carcds,
thus promoting a card cr cards
in your own hand or in that
of dummy. The card or cards so
promoted, which bhold out a
menace or threat to the busy cards
in the opponent’s hands, . are
called the menace cards, while
the busy cards, which are under
their menace, are called ihe
menaced cards. Taking an ele-
mentary example,



4
$87
’__
] +- Iy
10
s $:
1—_ $ 10
$:
’_

& ] (S3queeze card)
suppose that, plaving as South,

you "lead out the club Jack at
the 11th trick, West’s cards
are all busy, the heart Queen
being a winner, the spade Jack
being a C{Jrospcctive winner and
the Spade 10 a guard to the
latter. But they are all menaced
by North's cards, the heart Jack
, constituting a one-card menace to
heart Queen and the spade Q7
constituting a two-card menace
to Spade J 10. Even in the
face of these menaces, West
has to necessarily discard a card
and, whatever card he discards,
North can throw away the now
useless card, and the other cards
in his hand will be good. 'That
is because at the time the Squeeze
card in club Jack was led,
the menace cards in North’s
hand hold an inexcrable sway
" over the menaced cards in West’s
hand. :

Of the variant forms of Squuze,

the 1st main category is the sim- -

Ple Squeeze, where only one cppo-
nent is squeczed in 2 suits, Of
the simple Squdezes, again, the
goast easily recognised one is
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the simple positional Squeeze. This
Squeeze exists where the menaced
cards lie to the left of the hand
holding the Squeeze card and
the menace cards, or most of
them, are in the hand oppaosite
the Squeeze-card. Leavingalone
the more ccmplicated variatione,
the simple positional Squeeze
itself may be of a onpe-card
menace and a two-card menace,
as in the elementary example
given in the last paragraph.
or of 2 two-card menace ;

10 9

g 6

._

‘___
& 98 65
Vg'i 34
¢ — 4 10
& — & —

$:°

3

._.

& 10 (Squeeze card)
or of a three-card menace and a
one-card meance ;

s.lwa
J
¢ —
& —
876
3Q. 3?04
*— . o
S — &8
[ W
932
¢ —
& 10 (Squeeze card)

APRIL 1955

or of a split two-card menace
(i.e., divided between the 2 handsy
and a one-card menace,

$ Q3

vJ

¢ —

» —
$ 09 & 65
vo v-—
¢ — ¢
» - é -

$ L2

v

-

& 9 (Squeeze card)

The next kind of simple
Squeeze is the simple  automatic
Squeeze. This is a more el’fec-
tive form, since it operates against
cither opponent, whether he is
to the left cr even when he is o
the right of the Squeeze card.
Here, one of the menaces, the
short-card menace il there is a
short-card menace and a long-
card menace, is in the hand of
the Squeeze card itself. th~ other
menace being in the opposite
hand. 8o there is an idle card
in the opposite hand to be con-
venitently discarded, while the
cards in the hand of the op-
ponent under Squeeze are all
busy. Here, again, vcu have
the two-card menace and the
one-card menace ;

5
3 Q=7
2
¢ —
. $ —

5 J 10
: $0
$ 0 ¢ —
) g s —

s 2
J
¢ —
& ] (Squeceze card)
the 2 two-card menaces ;
10 7
v:
¢ —
& 2

6 5 g 8
3 4 ’ s é 7
$ 10 & -
s s

2 '
: 96
¢ —

& 10 (Squeeze card)
the threec-card menace and a
one-card menace ; the split two-
card or three-card menace and a
one-card menace ; and =z two-
card split menaces,

The third kind of simple
Squecze is the simple trump Squeeze
or ruffing Squecze, which is proba-
bly  the most fascinating in
Squeeze play. Here the menace
is a guarded 2nd best card held
against an opponent’s guarded
master card in a suit in which
the other hand, holding the
Squeeze card, is void. A dis-
tinctive feature of the trump
Squeeze is that the squeeze card
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is plaved even before the trump
is utilised for a ruff. The sim-
ple trump Squeezes are generally
antomatic. The common forms
of these squeezes are where you
have a two-card split menace
and a two-card ruffing menace,
where the squeeze card trick is

played, or taken, by the hand

opposite the trump ;

K2
2
& 7 (winning Squeeze
‘ card)
: 3 5 4 Ag
)4 4_ 3 4 {_ 10
& — »—
3.
¢ 5 {(trump)

a threzs-card split menace, apart
from the ruffing menace ;

Ioot-q
.
<»
5
mm
[+=]

oS
-
o

I

z 975

¢ 4 (trump)

& 10 (Squeeze card)
and a duplicated fhree-card
ruffing menace, where, however,
a trick is finally lost after gaining

an additional trick.
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Ja3
" 10 6 g
1098 - 5
3987 35‘
z“' ® 7643
— ‘_

e 2
2
$5
& 98 (rumps and
ueeze card
The last kin(;q of simplt)t
squeeze is, what may be termed,
a simple throw in squeeze, for
want of a better term. Unlike
the generality of squeezes, a
trick is lost te the opponents in
this squecze also, so as to win
the remaining tricks, The main
forms of this squeeze are the early
throw-in squeeze, where one of the
opponents is thrown-in with the
squeeze card, so as to squeeze
his partner ;

*Q
4
_ $ 3 e
0;—39 0{098
10 ‘__
.._.
'_._.
$J6y

& 4 (Squeeze card)
or the delayed tslﬁ'ow-in sqlm}ezc,
where one of the opponents is so
squeezed that when he is thrown-
in, he is compelled to lead a card,
which will give all the remaining
tricks to the declarer,
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Qiog4

¢ 6 (retained and led
at 3rd ick. if
west retains all
the spades)

» —

J32 —
:—— o786
$Qj 53
= RS

& 5 (2nd card led fer
a finesse)
¥ 514
8

& 10 (Squeeze card)
The second main category
is the double squeeze. This is a
combination of 2 simple squeezes,
one against each opponent,
Here you have a long-card double
menace against both oppouents
and a one-card menace against
ecach of them. Here also, vou
first have (the positional  doublc
SqUeLLE. Of these  positional
squeezes again, you have a two-
card double menace against both
opponents and a one card menace
correctly placed against cach
of them ;

4o
-

Jo $ 08
$ 4
»— ’=

e
z :(c:: {Squeeze cavd)

7

or vau bave split three-card
double menace with the three-
card part in the same hand as
the squeeze card and hoth one-
card menaces in the opposite
hand ;

$ Q2

%)

L B

‘.._
slogﬁ ' XA
e o
‘._. &_

e{§3

’__

& ; (Squeeze card)
or you have 3 two-card menaces,
ane of them against both the
opponents  and  the uthers
against each of them, where the
squeeze warks interruptedly.

]2
L IR
.__
& —

to 8 sgjr
10 9 e
$ 108

— ‘_

3

¥ J (a Squeeze card)

& | {another Squeeze
card) 2

oS
i

You have next the antomatic
double squeeze, where 1L is essen-
tial that the long-card double
menace should be of 3 cards
or more. Here, again the simp-
lest forms are where there is
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one three-card double menace
against both opponents in the

hand’ opposite the squeeze-card

and 2 one card menaces in the
hand holding the squeeze card

s
33932

$» —

reed
el

S =

{Squeeze-card)
or where there is a three-card
double menace against both op-
ponents, a two-card menace aga-
inst one opponent and a one-
card menace against the other
opponent ; ‘

QJa
$
‘_
§ro0 g0
SR {1
: |

4
& Q (Squecze card)
.or where both opponents are

squeezed in the same 2 suits
requiring one split two-card me-
nace and a three-card menace,
with the cards so placed that
neither opponent can afford to
discard therein,
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Q43
32

10 5 4 , 872
J 4 10 6

4
Yot
: (—i {Squeeze card)

We have next the double trump
squeeze, where both opponents
are squeezed simultaneously in
the same 2 suits. It is necessary
that both menaces shouid be
double menace, one being a
double split menace and the
cther a double trump menace.

:%10

: E_S-Ewirming Squeeze-
card)
Js K 4
95 86
— & —
— & —
72
& 2 (trump)
- dp 2 (Squeeze card)

_The third main category is the
triple squeeze. There is a squeeze of
only one opponent here generally
but in 3 suits, One of the
menaces must be at least of 2
cards, while the other menaces
may be of one card length, Here,
again, you have the positional
inple sgueeze ;
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¢’
J
L &
& —
& 109 & 51
I
32 $ -
2
¢:
z ;; 9 (Squeeze

cards)

or the automatic triple squeeze ;
$:’
2
$i
10 9
SRS £
it )

)
..__...

& 109 {Squeeze
cards)

© or the double-edged triple squeeze,

where both opponents are squecz-
ed simultaneously in all the 3

suits,

J3
Kjz2
:43
10 7 393
3]65 983
¢ Ks L VR
»— $ —

9

The 4th main category is
the  progressive squeeze  or A
squeeze of ome  opponent
in 3 suits, followed by a squeeze
of the same opponent in 2 suits,
with the winner set up by the
first squeeze. Here again you
have the  progressive  positional
squeeze, where you have 2 two-
card menaces, ¢ne in either hand
and a one-card menace over the
hand to be squeezed.

Qg
J
¢ 32
& —
& ] 10 &5
vQ ¢ 2
L JURG ®5¢
»— $—
v
* Q9
& 8 (Squeeze card)
or the progressive automatic Squeeze.
3Q9
J
$ 32
& -
854 8]0
\ & vQ
® 514 L R
s s -
& 2 ;
vy —
4

Q97
& 8 (Squeeze card)

The 5th main category is the
guard squeeze, where there is a
squeeze of one of the opponentsin
9 suits, in one of which he pro-
tects his partner from a finesse.
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Under this category, you have
the single guard squeeze, where
one of the opponents is threaten-
ed by ordinary menaces, includ-
ing one long menace, at least,
in 2 suits and a guard menace
in the grd suit;

$:°
¢J

—

| O3

1&‘303

T eotd
—
w

¢

.t
80,
._.-

10 {Squecze card)
the double guard squeeze, where there
is a guard Squeeze against one
oppenent and a simple squeeze
against the otber,

Q9 -
i
el ¢
¢ - ¢ Q
& - & —

g

¥

.

Soed

1o {Squeeze card)
and the triple guard squeeze, where
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both opponents are squeezed
in 3 suits, on account of a one-
card double menace in the hand
opposite the squeeze card and 2
two-card guard menace, cne
in either hand,

$2°
g

3 J
103

J

- peed
| O3
POCO

3 2
Qo
¢ —
& 10 (Squeeze card)
The sixth and last main cate~
gory is the pseudo-squeeze, which
1s eaasily. the most common
lorm of squeeze, There is no
squeeze at all here, but only
a big pretence of there being
one. There are probably as
many variations in this'squeeze
alone as there are in all the
other forms put together. Al
that you want here is a grim
and determined look or a confi-
dent and complacent grin, You
don’t even require these if you
can get a sucker on vour left
or a mug on your right or, better
still, two such together,
{To be Continued).

PLAYING TECHNIQUE

By P. S.

The importance of timing in
bridge cannot be exaggerated.
The entire game in the ultimate
analysis is, according to the
experts, a conflict of opposing
tempi. A whole range of plays,
available as much to the declarer
as to the defenders, like the
hold-up with its refinements such
as the Bath Coup, loser-on-loser,
avcidance, rectificaticn of the
count, €tc., arc based on the time
factor. Without a sound grasp
of all that is implied by tempo
one cannot hope to be a good

bridge plaver.

What is the meaning of timing
as applied to bridge ?  In simple
language it means that there is
a time to win a trick or lose a
trick or attack a suit and there
js a time not to do sc, It
means that first things should
come first. It mears that cards
should bhe plaved in a certain
order to get the best result
from them. It means that you
should think on vour feer and
be one jump ahead of the other
fellow.

We will illustrate our meaning
with a few simple deals.

N, Sarma
Deal No. 1.
Nortn
$ A8
¥J]iog
4 A10824
& Q106
West EasT
35954 & KQv6
3 ¥ Ay
L $ KQg2
S Jg8s52 & A3
SOUTH
& 03
¥ KQg8762
® 63
& K4

Seuth is playing in Four Hearts
after East opened the bidding
with cne Spade. West Jeads the 4
of Spades.  How should the dec-
larer proceed to play ?

He must win the trick with the
Ace and lead the six of Clubs.
The trick should be won with the
king and the ten of the sujt
should be finessed. If the finesse
succeds, the contract is made,
ctherwise it is set.

The important points in this
deal are that (i) the declarer
should not duck the opening
lead ; {ii) he should not start
drawing trumps after winning
the trick with the Ace. Ifhe does
either, East will win and lead
the King of Diamonds, When



he gets in with his Ace of Clubs
he will cash his Diamond Queen
to set the contract.

In thic deal, which is a very
simple one, the declarer’s aim
i3 to ditch a losing diamond ;
the defender’s to set up a trick
in the suit. Whoever gets in
with his punch first is the winner.
If the declarer inanely plays a
trump the initiative passes to his
opponents—he has in other words
lost the tempo.

The unwisdom of clearing
trumps even when the trump
suit is fairly sclid—a play that is
almost a reflex with beginners—
is illustrated in the next deal.
Deal No, 2:

NoRTH

A2 .

The contract is four Spades
by South. West leads the seven of
Diamonds. South must win the
trick, enter dummy with club
King and Jead a Heart. He
should ruff his losing Heart,
before drawing trumps. If he
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attempts the latter before playi
Hearts, East will win an‘:i {)ll:%
another trump. When he gets
in with the Ace of Hearts he
will play trumps again and dec-
Jarer will be one short of his
contract,
Savine A Tewmro.

The bidding in the accom-
panying deal was interesting :
West Norta FEasr So

UTH
1 2 z 2 @ 2

Pass 3 4 9 4’
West led the knave of Hearts.

rI‘hc North-Soum F M
Deal No. 3¢ hands were

Nort

32
A 10
AJrwogBa

KQys43
Sourne

eKQJ10654
82

Q
10 8 5
The hand looks very simple.
On the bhidding West must hold
the Ace of Clubs and declarer
has one loser each in Spades,
Hearts and Clubs.

The only snag is that West
may have four trumps, one of
which may get promoted.

Is the declarer to win the trick
or to duck ?

. If West’s @ ] is a singleton
it is fatal to duck. FEast will
overtake the krave and give his
partner a ruff,
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It West has two Hearts, it is
equally fatal to take the trick
and play the numps immediately
becanse West will win ard lead
another Heart. A third Heart
from East will promote West's
nine of trumps.

But if the declarer recalls
that West opened the bidding
he has a line of play that is
certain of success, whether West
has a singleton or doubleton
Heart.

He should take the trick with
the Ace, play Diamond Ace
and Diamond knave on which
he should throw the losing
Heart. This helps declarer to
avaid the danger hand and to
gain a valuable tempo. West's
hand was: @ A 98 7, ¥,
®Ki3 dANiog2

DEFENDERS’ TIMING.

Tempo is a vital factor in
defer sive plav. The following
dea! exemplifies a familiar situa-
tion in no-trump.

Deal No. 4
Nortd

I3

South, dealer, does nct open
the bidding, but when North
opers with one Diamond, he
jumps 1w three nc trumps.

West leads theknave of Spades,
East signals with the sever, South
ducks and West continues Spades.
South naturally wins the wick.

The declarer plays the Ace -
and King of Diamords and then
leads Heart 5 from the dummy,

What should East do?

He should peunce or  the
tuick with the King and clear
the Spade suit.  Then when West
gets In with the Ace of Hearts,
he car cash two Spade wricks to
defear the contract, I East plays
low, West has rno chance of
bringing in his Spade suit. West
can, of course, duck. But that
would be "declarer’s nimth trick.

WATCH YOUR STFP.

If vou have got irto the
habit of lcoking at vour hands
in a particular way, vou will
never be much of a hridge plaver.
To be successful in the game
ven must cultivate the * big,
broad, flexible outlook™, to quote
Ukridge. There are tricks lyipg
hitdden round, you all the time
if only vou take the trouble to
loek for them.

Take this deal (or instarce.



Deal No. g
NortH .
3%75 .
. 543
¢ Aoz
b QB3
Wesr East
Nil 109643
3QJ!0 3976
®QJio764 § 83
$Js542 1096
Sourn
AKQTJa
A8a2
K5
AKg,

You blithely bid a small
slam. in Spades and think no
*mall beer of yourvelf for having
Judiciously stcpped at six when
West leads the. Queen of Dia-
monds and the dummy is exposed.
You win with the King and
lead the Ace of trumps. West
shows out, You stars at your
deuces in the major suits till
you are blue in the face but you
can’t think of a way of saving
these orphans.

Give the cards another look
and see if you can salvage the
slam. You have eleven tricks
in top cards if Fast has at least

your hand you can romp heme.

But you must watch your
step. If you go for the Diamond
ruff straightaway, Eastwill dis

card a Club, and good
your slam ! bye - to

Your play should be ¢
thus :  trick 1, § K; :ﬁ:ﬁg
2 t0 5, top Spades ; tricks 6 and
7> top Hearts; tricks 8 40 10,
t:é::: C]::n 5 E-ick 17, Diamond

. trick i i
fed from dumm_:, " diamond s

NORTH
L &
L

East

Soutk
::

There is nothing that East can
do about it except to congratulate
You on your good play if he is a
sporisman, or lose his temper if
he is not. |

. Time—we quote Jeeves this
time—is of the essence.

REDOUBLES—AN ASPECT

. By N. MurHUKRISHNA IYER,

“There is no call in bridge less
farmalised, less consistent, lessdeli-
nite than an expert’sredouble. Ore

day heredoubles, another day waits

and passes ; another day double-
crosses, raises or takes out’.
The redouble has caused much
confusion even among the top-
notchers, meaning differen: things
according to the style of
bidaing, according to the level
of bidding, according to vulner-
ability, according to the position
of the redoubler and according to
whether the redouble is of a
no-trump or suit hid. The re-
double is a double of double ;
if the double is of a no-trump,
it is a penalty double and if it is
of an opening suit bid of one it
is a take-out.

A redouble of one no-trump
bv the no-trump bidder or his
pz;\rtner after a double by an
opponent is not an S.‘Q:S. to
partner to 1escue. The < 5.0.8.
Redouble ** has been abandoned
long ago by Culberison and
almost every other expert (except
i the Gladiator systwem) ; the
redouble is now a positive aggres-
sive device and not a demand
for rescue. As Culbertson savs,
the redouble means “vou are
another . This rule has ap
exception, fur example,

Hllustration 1 :
NORTH

8752
J 4
¢ 62
$ 109875
WesT East

: A QQ 106
$ 0987
$ Al
North-South Vulnerable.
Bidding.
SoutH WEsT NorTH East
t NT Pass Pass D’ble
R’'dble Pass Pass Pass

West leads 4 of Spades and
the contract is set three for a
penalty of 1,600 points. Even
though experts do not regard the
redouble by South as an 8.0, §,,
they still hold that north should
think of “ self-protection ” and
" self-preservation ™ in  bridge
and should have taken out in
2 Clubs. The garbage length
in club is more useful in a club
contract than in no-trumps and
with the “bust” hand North
should not permit his partner
to play in no~trumps.
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The proper procedure when
a take-out double has been re-
doubled is not free from difficul-
ties and the exact significance
of the redouble is better shown
by illustrations than by any set
formulae.

Rlustration 2 -

South  West Nomta East

1 dh D’ble Pass  Pass
Rd’ble

Does south here redouble to ask
his partner to name his best
suit > According to Culberston
and many other experts, the
answer is a definite “ No ™.
The reason iz that south can
rescue  himself even if the
double should come frum East.

Hlustration g :
SoutH West Norta  East
t+¢¥® Dble Redble 14
South holds :
#AQ8; WAJ107432
$9; & Jio
The redouble by north means

many things according to part-
nership style. Is south to pass

or call 2 or 3 hearts? The

n

* pass " is indicated on the con-
vention that the * redoubler ™
must act since he is the captain
of the bid and that he should
be permitted to speak as cheaply
as possible. Is south to wait
for the august cry of North
or to underbid absurdly to save
rounds of bidding? ** As many
rotten contracts are bid after
14 rounds of bidding as after
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5 bids”. One view is that if
south i3 to rebid he shows extra
strength while- a pass or double
by himindicates no extra strength.
Another view ard the more
prevalent one is that south should
here and now rebid to show the
distributiopal features, whigh
he may not be able to do later
at a comparatively higher level ;
and that south’s correct bid
is 3 hearts, Compare.

Illustration 4 :
Sovrts West  Nomrte Easr

14 Dble Redble 2 &
South holds : ' .

$AQi082; Wo4;49AQ
953; & 6 -

As a rule it is good to bonour
the redouble of Nurth but it is
much better that the opener
shows his partner the distributien
of his hand especially when he
has two five-card suits.

A new problem arises in the
situation given below :—

Hiustration 5 :
East SoutH Wsest Norta

Pass Pass 19 Dhle
Rd'ble

South holds :

$ 8532: 9 t@A] 2:
& 023 74: @A]

With a bid in north’s right and
a redouble on his left, if south
is to call a spade, north would
picture a 5-card spade suit
headed by an honour but would
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not count for an outside ace and
king, and for a doubleton. The
bidding is very indefinite and
north would refrain {from raising
the spade call. By passing over
the redouble south assures part-
ner of greater flexikility and can
later take constructive action
over any bid by North.

What is the procedure to be
adopted by a player when his
partriec’s  lake-out double has
been redoubled ?

Hlustration © *
Sour West Nomrta EasT
Y D'ble Red'ble ?

East is under no compulsion
to call; it is not a rule or conven-
tion that a bid by East shows
that he does not wish to play
against one club redonbled @ nor
is his “ Pass” w0 be cor sn'vcsi‘
as a *penalty " one. The " pass
is non-committal and it is for
west to take suitable acton.
In a simation of this type
there does not seem to be any
definiteness of consistency even
in the Culbertson svstem. To
cite from the Gold Bock-—

Hustration 7 ¢
Sovtin  WEST  NortH  East
19 D'hle Red'ble ?

For years before 1941 a * Pass
Dy East was deemed a “penahy”
pass showing strength 1 this mean-
ing was apparently given to the
pass in defense against psvehic
redoubles ; but after  psychic
redoubles like other psychic bids,

3

t7

fell inte desuetude, Culbertson
gavt a more natural meaning
to the pass. {Curiously enough the
Gladiator system alone still adopt
the convention of leaving in the
redouble for penalties). While
it is good that Culberison has
given up this useless conventicn
of the “ penalty " pass, the alter-
native ‘he has suggested is not
happy. The Gold Baok says,
““ East should act almost as
though norths Redouble were
a md. In other words with a
weak hand East should usually
pass ; any bid he makes js in the
nature of a free bid”. He
advises East to bid 2 clubs
holdng ¢ KB82: $WB54:9 635 :
&3753¢2

I do not think this is god
achvice ; Suppuose East holds x x :
axxxx: Kxx rxxx. On
a logical extension of the Cul-
bertson  priveiple, iz, * With
a five-card suit and about 1-2
honour trick ip his hand or with
a six~card suit, no matter how
weak the hand, East should
bid the suit . If south’s opening
had Dbeen one spade East should
hid two hearts over the redouble,
[ venture o state—while 1 am
fully consciou: that the dochie
of oie major generally implies
support  for the otha major—
tIns bid of 2 hearts by East offends
against and violates the far more
imporiant principle of antici-
pation and preparedness, shutting
oot two cheaper calls by west.
As per Charles Goren, East must
pass with the above hands in the



above situation.
situation in a more accentuated
form is given below (Taken from
the “American Bridge Werld”).

HMusiyation 8 :
Wesr Norta East Souru
Pag Pas Pasgs 1 L

D'ble Red’ble 2 ¢ Pass
Pass Paws

West holds :

KQJ7:Qg6:J:Jgy63
Eanst holds :

Ag54: 8742:4: A8s52

The two questions which arise
are {1) can West pass? and ()
Is the bid of East correct? Theie
it a strong temptation to treat
this scquence in the same way as

- West NortH Fast SoutH

Pass Pass Pass 1 ¢
Dble Pas 2 §

Both the sequence: wouid be
the same but for the interposing
redouble by north. Since West
alone is obligated to get out of the
redouble and East is under no
compulsion to call when East
elected to getinto the auction
his diamond skould be based
on length. East should have
- guarded against thi. ambignity
and he should not have lumped
togethe: the two sequences shown
above : he has wrongly decided
that 2 diamonds is the same over
the redouble as it would be
gvera pass. Westis not to blame,

The abgve -
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Tilusiration g :

Wesr Nowrte Bast Sourn

Pass 14 D'ble Redble
1 9 Pass = .

Northho!ds;
X : ‘ .
A%x’”‘ QLx:Q Jxx:

South holds :

by south? Is 2 clubs forci

on North or not? One vicwmg
that a bid of 2 clubs by south
after he has redoubled compels
north to keep the ayction open,
since the redouble should not
diminish the forcing principle.
The bid is the same as though
East has K:sed at 1 diamond
and south responded 2 clubs.
The other view is that 2 clubs
by south is a mere competitive
cﬁ:ort, for if south has some-
thing more than a competition
In view and if his redouble is
on more than 2 honour tricks he
might well have jumped on the
following round, the reason being
that the redouble is more 2
defensive device not showing abi-
lity to reach a high offensive
contract. This situation is not
covered in any text-book. I

would suggest that it is well the -
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elementary device of jumping
in a sui?r without the loss of a
bidding-round be adopted.

To conclude, the trouble  with
the above situations is t!'l.at no
set formulae can be devised to
cover all of them. Ma.ny_ close
decisions are involved as in the
case of bidding over a take-out

19
} ~
double. A player may better
prefit by putting the - follow-
ing questions to himself, wuz.,
(1) will my bid, if I make it,
reduce partnership flexibility ?
{2} Will my bid help or hinder
my partner? (3) Can I afford
to come in later? (4) Should

I or my partaer name the suit?
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TEST YOUR SKILL—PROBLEMS
Edited by P. 8. N. Sarma

Problem 1 ;

South dealer, vulnerability
immaterial, the bidding has gone:

SourH West NorTH East

Pais Pass Pass 1 &
D’ble Pass ?

] ‘What should North bid hald-

ing :

& QJ43WA0876,40Q
1c8;dp 2 ?

Problem 2 :

Your partner opens the bidding
with One Heart. The next hand
passes what do you bid holding :

2, WAS5 €K]J852;
10875 °?

Problem 3 :

East dealer, both sides wvul-

nerable, the bidding has gone :
East Sourn West North

2 : Pass 2 NT 3
4 Pass 5
£d s ¢ 5

L3

What do you, South 1
holding : you, South, cal

544;’*952; V53,4 3,8 0976

Problem 4:

You, South, are in a contract
of Four Hearts. West leads the
king of clubs. Your hand and

dummy are given below. Plan
the play. \

NorTH

Problem 5 :

. The complete deal is given
in this problem. How should
South play to make Four Hearts ?
West leads the deuce of Clubs,
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NorTH
$ko,
86
$ AKr8753
WaesTt Bast
‘KQQG 3J354
g6 43
®KQios4 $Ag 73
P 2 & QJ4
SouTH
Alo72
AQ]J1o2
Je
g6
Problem 6 :

The contract is 8ix spades
by South. West leads Diamond

three. East wins with the King

and plays a trump. The com-
plete deal is given below. Plan

the declarer’s play.
NortH
KQJlsg
AQ]J a2
2
AKS82
WEST East
smﬁs 54
9654 1o 7
® Job3 ¢ AK 1087y
& 109 $QJ63
Soutn
h ABya2
¥ K8j
® Q54
$ 754



Edited by E. SoLoMoN

Question ;

" Pleage elucidate in your columns
how' the following East West
hands should be hid :

South dealer
E. W. Vulnerable,

West East
tQ,52 AKy63
5 4

AJioo
¢ K934 J:
5

LD

N -

& AQJ¢
The actaal biddin
S W
Pass Pass  Pass I

2% 38 Pax 4 8

Pass  Pass  Pass

WAS D

T uR

P

E

The four spade contract was
set two tricks but game in No
Trumps appears easy.

Answer

In our opinion the bidding
should have gone as follows :—

8 w N 'E
Pass Pass Pags 1

29 3 &' Pass gNT?
Pass Pass®  Pass

1. After having passed with a
near opening bid hand, it is
essential for West to convey
this information to his partner

quickly particularly in view of

South’s intervening call. It is too
late for him to show his minor
suits. A jump to 3 Spades is
therefore the most constructive
bid he can make, even though
he has only three cards in the
suit.

2. This is the crucial hid.
Should East say Pass, 4 Spades or
3 No Trumps? Let us at once
admit that East is in an unenvia-
ble position and whatever he
dces he has an excellent chance
of going wrong. The decision
is so tiose that perhaps the most
important factor w guide East
is his knowledge of his partner
West’s style of bidding. The
first step is to decide whether
to pass or to bid a game. | 1f this
was match-point duplicate we
would be strongly inclined to
recommend the Pass in view of
the light opening-bids in vogue
in that branch of the game. The
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next step is 1o decide ufhcthcr
to bid 3 No Trumps or 4 Spades.

" The followirg argumenats influ-

ence us Lo suggest 3 No Trumps
as the preferred bid :—

{a} East holds the Heart
suit, bid by South, double stop-
ped. He will probably make more
tricks in this suit playing in Ne
Trumps than in Spades. .

(b) Partner’s su:cngth for his
jump bid must certainly be in ll;c'
minor suits, hecause obviously
he can have very little in the
majors. Consequently 1t i3 not
likely, despite East’s poor holding
in these suits, that either of them
can be run by the opponents to
set the contract.

{c) A game in NO Trumps
rcqllirés one trick less than a
game in Spades .

(d) 1f West’s jump 10 3
Spades was hased largcly_ on
length in  Spades and dis.ri-
butional values, he has still the
chance to correct 1o 4 Spades.
But if East 1ow bids 4 Spades,
a possible eagy game in No Trump
flies out of the window.

3. West is happy 10 ler the hid
stand since he is assured that his
partner has the necessary stoppers
in the Heart suit.

Question : _ )

Kibitzine a match point dupui-
cate contest recently, I was am-
used to see that both North
South pairs ended up in a3 ?\lo
Trump contract on this deal,
only 10 he 3 down vulnerable.

23
North dealer :
North-South vulnerable,
NORTH

AK
Joas3

¢ A)ioBg

$ 105

SouTH

J1og
K 10

49
$ AJ98765
At botlr iables the bidding was
identical, vz :(—

N E 8 W
1 ¢ Pax 2 & Pas

o @ Pus 3 & Pas
a2 NT Pass  Pass  Pass

Please comment if the bidding
was 1.0t uptimistic and who, if at
all, was 10 hlame for the poor
resulr,

Answer

Woe are not prepared to criticise
the North South bidding. Each
bid made by the partnership
appears to be inevitable and we
cannot find serious fault with
North's final d of 4 No Trumps.
Furthermore, i we were in
North’s piace and belore our
last call were granted by sudden
insight  {mental, of course, ard
net 1he visual species generally
frowned upon outside coffee-
house circles) complete knowledge
of pariner’s hand, 3 No Trumps
would still he the contract of
o cheice, The fact that in this



?a.rticular deal the contract was
Joredoomed. to fail, because
of unfavourable distribution of
the remaining caids in the East
West hands, is not an argument
which per se is accepuable in this
column. -

We would like w point out
that the final contract is one easily
makeable with the outstanding
clubs falling two and two. If
the contract was doithled we
expect that it would have been
rescued in 4 clubs. The final
¢linching argument is that neither
Noith South pair could afford
to hold off from gime because
of the virtual certainty that it
would be bid in the other room
and, if makeable, result in a
disastrous swing. :

. Was the bidding optimistic ?
Yes, it was opumistic, but not
unduly se. Taking sets ix not
the only calamity to befall us at
the bridg: table, The player
who habitually takes the dismal
view: is the player we like to
have as an opponent.

Question : :

Playing rubbzr bridge with
a new partaer, I picked up this
hand sitting Souh (— :

3 Ao p e
Qo5 4
éogth;

West was dealer and North
South vulnerable. Woest opened
with 1 Club which North doubled.
South bid 1 Spade which North
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raised to two and all pamed.

North heid :—
K G
3 Aéﬁ%
¢ Q
& J7532
Kindly discuss in  your
columns :—

(a) if South’s 1 Spade res-

.POII.SC was correct,

(#) if his pass of 2 Spades
was justified, a:?rl

(¢} whethe: North should
have inserted a bid of 2 Hearts
over South’s Spade bid despite
the fine support he has for his
Fartner‘s bid. 4 Hearts was a
ay down.

Answer :

(a) South’s 1 Spade response
was the spanner in the works,

Holding two four-card major
suits, p the lower-ranki
vne i e, the cheapest
available.  This allows the
opening hand (the doubler i
treated as the opener) ter
latitude for his next hid. On
North’s double South should bid
1 Heart. Then if North is im
powession of a four-card Spade
suit, in this instance he is not, he
can call 1 Sgade and the myjor
suit fit wherever it lies and
if’ at all available, is discovered
immediately, If North does not
bid 1 Spade over South’s 1
Heart, South knows positively
that his partner does not have
four cards in that suit and he
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should not himself bid Spades
thereafter.

We are particularly pleased
with this gnestion becuuse 1t
serves to illustrate a simple but
important rule whicle unforiu-
tunately 1s not as generally known
and followed as it showld be.

(6) South’s pass of 2 Spades
was alsp  incorrect. Haviry
heenr lorced by f\'urth’s_drmhlc
te. wmake his first bid, his hand
s worth one free response and
when  encouraged by partner,
he should give it. Unf(‘)rtunau‘ly
owing to his earlier mistake the
only bid now available to him
is g Spades. We cannot recom-
mend a bid of 3 Hearts as South’s
poar hand decs not warrant the
hidding of a new suit. (In{EldPn-
tally a response of 1 Spade
followed by a call in Hearts §hows
5 cards or marc ip the Spade
suit.) It is to be neted tl_}at lh‘c
cumulative  effect of South’s
otiginal incomreet bid has |
assumed dangerons proporu

oy
OTh.

() We do mot agree that
North should insert & bid of 2
Hearts over South’s Spade bid.
+Sirce South bid r Spade and
not 1 Heart, North cannot
reasonably expect him 10 have
four cards in the Heart suif.
Furthermore, if South has
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a poor hand he will pass
and a superior contract in
Spades  will be missed.
With his fire Spade support,
North quite r'ghtly bids 2 Spades
to encourage his pariner to
conunue bidding if he can.

The full ¢ffect of that thought-
less 1 Spade by South car. now be
clearly seen.

Bue-bye Hearts, bye-bye game,
bye-bye rubber—may be!

For the record, we give below
b w, in our opinior, the biading
should have gone :(—

w N L 8
1 & Double Pase 1 v

Pac. 2 ¢ Pass 3 @
Pass ' Pass  Pass

Pass

Do we hear some cuc say
“ Ah ! But North was originally
at fault for making a take-out
double of West's 1 Club bid
having a singleton Diamond,
Have you overfooked this 2 Ne
we have not. 11 sa happens that
we fully upprove the double
and as our correspandent has not
raised this question we are content
to say no more on this subject.



DOUBLING MANIA
By K. 5. RauAcHANDRA Rao

Some play=rs are very fond of
doubling, particularly, non-game
.and slam cortracts, without consi-
dering the pros and cons, though
It is essential for every player
to know when not to double.

and seasoned players, as a
rule, never double a cantract,
more sc, a little or grand slam,
unless they are absolutely certain
of getting their opponents at
least two down and incidentally,
are also prepared to defeat the
opponents in any alternative con-
tract in which they might land.

Very often we find players
doubling a slam contract héping
to get their opponents down.
These players fail to understand
the implications. Tt has been
found by experience that slam
contracts, if they are defeated,
are generally defeated by one
trick, and again they are often
redoubled, because the re-
double would bring in substantial
gains if successful, and would
cause no ser.ous loss if unsuccess-
ful. So after all, it is safer to
allow the contract to go wun-
doubled, unless of course the
contract can be easily defeated.
I suppose one ought to be very
careful while playing Duplicate
Bridge. An informatory double
is onc thing and penalty double
is another. It is easier to get out
of the former, but rather difficult

to handle the iatter. Players
who are fond of doubling cannot
usually resist the temptation of
doubling any contract, although
they are aware that there are
f:hanccs of their opponents keep-
ing the contract,

. The following hay.d was played
m a _Clllb where one of the
doubhng_ maniacs found his real
match in his opponent. The
result_ was of course disastrous
and it is said that after this
reverse, he was never found to

double any contract, even those

that were sure to go down four,

Perhaps the incident t ha
mbered him_ nt mus Ve

Norta
& Nil
L X
®AKQ62
- dAKQirogy
West EAsT
#7643 #AQio85
$Qrosz ¥8y
® 04 453
&96 $J872
Soutn
4 Kgg
'AKJgs
®Jg8y
&5
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North-South Vulaerable.

The Bidding :
South West North East
1 @ Pass 7 & Double
Pass  Pass 7 @ Double
Rd’ble.

East led a Diamond, and the
show was over. North drew the
trumps, cashed the King of
Ciubs, tuffed a small club in the
Dummy and the game was over,
Eastatonce realised the blunder he
had commitnted in doubling 7
Ciubs, since South would never
have disturbed his partner’s call
and North would govne shy since
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East possessed 4 clubs to the
knave. North however thanked
East for giving him an oppor-
tunity to play in the right suit,
which Scuth and North would
have chosen to, had the bidding
procceded  on proper lines.,
North unduly  crowded the
bidding and had almost paid
the penalty for being not orly
hasty but also impulsive.

If East on the other hand had
exercised restraint and tact, he
would have emerged as a great
tactician.  He however did some-
thing which was very unwise
and deserved to be punished
for his thoughtlessness.



TEST YOUR SKILL—SOLUTIONS
Edited by P. S, N. Sarua

Problem 1 1

South dealer, vulnerability
immaterial, the bidding hasgone:

Soutt West Norrta East

Pass Pass Pasy 14
D'ble Pass ?

What should North bid hold-
ing :

QQJ43,? VA1c876 60O
2

108, &

Solution :
Two Clubs.

Comments :

Cue bids are geneially more
spectacular than useful, but in
this instance no ather bid will
convey the terrific  playing
strength of the hand especially
at a major suit contract. The
doubler has passed originally,
so his ambitions are obvicusly
limited to a part score. It is for
his partner now to take the
offensive and signal to him that
a game in the majors is quite
possible, A jump bid in hearts
which would be in order if the
double has been made at the
first opportunity o call, is not
sufficient here for two reasons :
firstly, that it is not forcing on
the doubler after his initial pass,
and secondly, that it guwes no
indication of the excellent spade
holding. The raise of the oppo-
nent's bid conveys all inform-

ation about the hand in one
breath and is ‘the ideal bid.
It will get you a game if the
doublie is based on sound values.
If the values are non-existent
it may get your partner into
deep waters, but then it will
improve his bidding : The com-
plete deal was :

NoRrTH
eQJ43
Aio876
& Q 108
& 2
West EaAsT
975 K b o
332 ng
® 9543 ¢ K76
$ 8654 & AKJgy
SovTH
& A108
¥ Q954
® AJa2
& Q103
Problem 2 +

Your partrer opens the bidding
with One Heart. The next hand

passes.  What do you bid hald-
ing :

2
phNses SRS
Solution :
Two Hearts.
Comments :

The alternatives are One No
Trump and Two Diamonds, The
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distribution is against the first
ard high cad strength against
the second. Brows will be rat.sed
in knowledgeable quarters against
a single raise without four trumps.
hut there is ro point in beating
about the hush and making
a number of hids wuh. an n-
different hand like .ths. Th.e
haund is worth one bid and l.t
must he a good one. Two Hearts

is that bid.
Problom 3 :

Fast dealer, both sides \'ul-'
nerable, the bidding has gone :

East SourH WEST NORTH
2 § Pasw a X T 33

4 & Pass 5 ¢ >

6e ?

What do  vou, South, call
h(lding:

@Ag62,9)55 €307
6542
Solutian @

Six Spades.

Comment :

The bid should come almost
as a reflex. There 15 no hesi-
tancy about the way the slam
has heen bid by the opponents.
The opencr  has ig_nnrrcl vour
parine 'z calls and bid the slam
off his own bat, so there 1s 10
chance of beating lum at the
slam in spite of vour holding
an Ace and vour pariner bidding
two suite. Obviously the deal
is one of those in which the
distribution is all important. Op-
ponents are swe (o makr SiX

20

Diamonds. You car’t be badly
cff in Six Spades. Therefore
bid Six Spades. The complete

deal was :

MNORTH
KQJio85
KQiog¥8
:5
WEST East
3
3;342 :*‘
$Ag76 QKijmSz
$ 108 dAKQTI3
SouTH
$Aogb2
$Js53
¢ 3
$076514
Problem 4 &

You. South, are in a contract
of Four Hearts. West leads the
King of Clubs. Your hand and
dummy are given. below. Plan
the play.

Selution @

Dnck the opening lead. The
next lead must ¢ome to vour
hand. Draw trumps. Play Dia-
mand Ace, then a low Diamond
from the hand. When in next
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lead a third Diamond. covering
West’s card, if possible,
‘Comment :

The Club King is obviously
a singleton. If you take the
trick you have no entry back to
dummy to take a Club finesse
unless the ten' and nine of
Hearts fall in two rounds. Ycur
aim should be to set up a diamond
in dummy for a club discard.
It is necessary that the trumps
should break g3-2, otherwise
repeated Spade leads will defeat
the contract.

Problem s :

The complete deal is given
in this problem. Hcw should
South play to make four Hearts ?
West leads the deuce of clubs.

NorTH
33
K 8 7
$ 86
#AK108753
Wesr East

Solution :

Win the trick with the Ace
and play the King of the suit.
West will ruff. If he leads Spa-
des, win with the Ace, play
Heart Ace and King to draw all
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outstanding trumps, then ruff
a club, setting up the suit. A
spade ruff brings in the entire
suit and you make your contract,
If‘ West leads Diamonds, East
wins with the Ace and leads
another club, ruff high in the
closed hand. The rest of the
play is as given hefore,
Comments :

There are not sufficent quick

entries to declarer’s hand to roff

out "the loting spades. It is
casier t0 set up dummy’s club.
Luckily the trumps are breaking
even and West, the plaver with
/Lh.e singleten club, has ihree of
them, By giving him a rufi, you
take the wind out of West’s sail,
Problem 6 :

The contract is Six §
South, West leads Diamomc;rl?
East wins with the king and play;
2 trump. The complete deal 3q
given below. Plan the declarer’s
play,

North
KQJg
AQJa
L X J,
&AKSB
WEsT EasT
zIDGB 54
9654 10 7
L SELK .AKmS;
® 109 dQJ63
SouTH
sAB;'n
' K gy
® Q54

& 754
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Solution :

Win the trick in duminy, enter
closed hand with H King, ruff
a diamand, ther play Spade
King, ard Heart Acr, Queen
and knave, making eight tricks
inall, Now overtake the Spade
from dummy with the Ace—ninth
trick. Lead the last Spade dis-
carding Club Two from dummy
East is squeezed in clubs and
Diamonds.

-Comment :

At trick 10, the position is:

51
$
. —
$dAKS2
¢ - =
:{099 xQJG
2
¥
75

On the last spade East is-
squeezed in the minor suits.
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Edited by T. S, CHANDRASEKARAN

Valuable work is being done
by the new team of office-hearers
in promoting interest in the game
of Contract Bridge. Besides a few
new clubs several old-timers who
had Jeft the stage are now
returning to the game. We hope
the efforts of the Association
will bear fruit and the present re-
vival of interest will be sustained.

A, Bidding Contest on the lines
of the International Bidding Con-
test sponsored by the Australian
Bridge Council last year was
organised by the Assaciation on
16th April, 1955 and although
the response was compara-
tively poor the deals selected
were very interesting and instruc-
tive. The panel of experts,
Messrs. P. S, Sundaresa Iyer, S.
Palaniswamy and P. 8. N. Sarma
who selected the deals and the
awards, as well as Mr. T. S.
Duraiswami Iver who aided the
commit*ee in scrutinising the
hands and parpointing them
deserve our special thanks for the
cfficient manner in which the

event  was  vonducted., Full

details of the go deals appear on
page 37 of this issue.

To provide a fillip to the
average player who is ¢ften
unable to score over the more
experienced players a  special
knock-out team of four event,
open only to teams who have not
figured in the finals of any
local or mofussil tournament dur-

ing the ycars 1953-54 and 1955 is

being arranged by the Associa-
tion. This event which will be
played some time this year will,
WE [rust, prove very popular,

The  Association have also
under consideration a scheme for
running the Madra, City Con-
tract Bridge League Tournament
In two divisions, this year, if
possible.  'We appeal to all local
enthusiasts and lovers ( f the game
to compete in the event in
larger numbers than in the pre-
vious years, and what is more
mmpertant, play all the matches
according to schedule without
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abandoning a number of maiches
after the initial rounds,

Three local tournaments weie

-completed during the quarter

under review. The B. & C.
Mills”  Assistants’  Association
staged their annual tournaments
in  January this year. Only
two cvents were conducted this
year and the response was en-
couraging, considering the fac
that the tournament closely fol-
lowed the S, 1.B.A. annual tourna-
ments. Following are the results:

Team of four knock-out :
Winners :

‘T’ Nagar Social Club,

K. C. Ramaratnam.

‘8. Palaniswamy.

P. 8. Sadasivan.
R. Sankaran.

“T. &. Chandrasckaran.

Runners up :
P. 8, Reddi.
Dr. S, T, Achar.
T. X. N. Panikar.
V. R. Vecramani.
Master Pairs.
Hinners :

‘C. Devarajan.

. Hanumantha Rao.

Runners up 2
M. Rangachari.

T. S. Chandrasckaran,

The Chennapuri Andhra Maha
Sabha had their annual tourna-
ments revived this vear. The
main knock-out duplicate event
was won by the T‘Nagar 5.C.
team.

3

Detailed results are :

Knock-out Team of four Duplicate :
Winners :

T’ Nagar 3.C.

K. C. Ramaratnam.

P. S. Badasivan,

P. S. Natarajan,

R. Sankaran. _

T. 5. Chandrasekaran.

Runrers up
P. 5. Reddy’s Team :

P. 8. Reddi.

T. K. N. Panika:.

A. S. Giri.

Pr. 8. T. Achar.

V. R. Veeramani.

Master Patrs —
Winners :

C. Devarajan.

G. Hanumantha Rag,

Runners-up :
G. K. Gopalaswami.
K. 5. Narayana,
Individual —
Winner :
P. Elliah.
Runners up :

Raghava Rao (Tis)
M. K. Sabapathy.

The Southern Indian Vysia
Association whe are celebrating
their Golden Jubilee this yvear
arranged two special one day
events in this connection, The
progressive duplicate contest for
teams of feur and the Pairs
Progressive events which were
played on the 2nd and grd
April were well attended. The
open pairs event which is being
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played iz yet to be compleied.
The following are the results :

Winners (Tie):
Team of four Progressive :
P. 8. Reddy's Team :
P, S. Reddv.
V. R, Veeramani.
T. K. N. Panicker.
T. R. Samoo.
& C. Deverajon’s Team :
C. Devarajan,
G. Hanumantha Rao.
P, 8, Sundaresa lyer.
T. 8. Chandrasekaran.
Pairs Progressive :
Norta Sourn

The Sunday Club :

Eype.

Chllins.
Runners up :
The Chennapur:

Sabha.
Ragava Rao.

- Gopal Chetty.
EasT WEST : Winners -
The Madras Comercial  Officials

Party : ‘
P. G. Sankara Iyer.
P. K. S. Mani.
Runners up :
The M.IC.:
K. §. Narayana.
G. K. Gopalaswami.

The Union Club, Tanjore had
their annual
during the last week of April.
The response in all the events
was encouraging, teams from all
over the South including two from
Madras participating. Thanks
are due in no small measure to
Mr. T. K. Srinivasa Iyengar
who spared no effort in arranging

Winners ©

Andhra  Maha

tournament’
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the events besides attending to
the lodging/boarding of the
visiting teams. A Special garden
party was got up by the club
on the occasion of the Prize
Distribution.

Readers will be glad to know
that the Editor of the Bridge
Magazine, Britain's leading
Bridge Journal, has kindly agreed
to exchange the joum':l with

ours

Following are the detailed
resuls,

Duplicate Knock-out.

Winners . .

K. R. Sundaram Iver's Te

Madras., il s

K. R. Bundaram Iyer.
C. R. Srinivasan,
P. 5. Sadasivam,
R. Sankaran.

Runters up

T. K. S. Team, Tanjore -

T.K. Srinivasa Iy'gngar.

K. R. Sundararajan  of Gobi.
N. Muthukrishnan,
R. Subbaratnam,
Appaduraj,
Progressive Pairy -
Norta Sovrm
Appaduarai,

R. Subbaratnam.
Fast West

S. K. Subramaniam Madras.
S. T. Chari, Devakottai.
Mmlfr FPairs,

inners ;

Ié' [% glgnr_:laram Iyer.
+ D dNnivasan (Madras).
Runners up ( )
G. Sundaram lyer,

Dr. T. M. Pillai (Tiruvaiyar).

Winners

BIDDING PAR

HANDS
s ewv Deal 2:
J his event
w;l.:he rsg;?;:;;in:?ngt * two  Dealer : East. Vul : North South.
zeﬁcs, Madras and Coimba- NORTH
tore getting sufﬁcier& ;‘ntnles_ ::: e ?029 »
stage the contest. aly eleven ‘ .
teams participated i Mad- @ Kb g2
ras. Considermg the pams taken & J 9 4
by ihe « rganisers (o prepare th‘ SouTH
deals and make the necessan AKOB 7654
f enthu- & Z
arrangeinents, the lack o en;d ¥ ASG
sizsm shown by regular bridge ®AQS
de- .
players seems all the more € P Pl
plorable. Tt was agiced « 1t .ﬂ.
hands that the deals were highly — pegl 4
intrrestiy g, Dealer : South. Vul : East West.
T vor h NORTH
The complete North Sout )
fands  are I?‘e‘pr. duced helow. & K g 4
Readers are advised to it @ o 87 67
across  the table with tieir @ J Q83
favourite parwers ;1-11d bid the & 3 |
hands  before lovkinz  ai the Sor
awar ., A Q10
3 K 0 4 .
Deal 1 : * 3 ro
Dealer Nerth, Vul: Neither. & A J 9 4
: Deal 4 :
NORTH: Dealer: ¥West, Vul: Both West 1 D.
' 3 A8 NORTH
‘ AQ 8
2. .
.-%6.5;*7(’ $AQiob652
& 10g $ K10
$ A3 '
Souii SouTH
$rii $ '
¢ 10 T2 4 ® Q742
&1 & 1098742
o
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Deal 5 '
Dealer : Nerth. Vul: North South

& K

Dealer : East. Vul: East West.
NorTH

4 10984

¥ 098

4J2

$Kgyhb

® AQ3

Y Ka2

$AKQ76

$ Ao

Deal 7:

Dealer 1 South. Vul : Both.
NorTH

Sourn

& 963
¥ 05
¢ Qogdg
» Q64
SoutH

& KQ 1o
Y AK332
4J)76

& K 10

Ths INDIAN BRIDGE WORLD

Deal 8
Dealer : West. Vul: Neither.
NorTH
$ Qo8
$AJody7g
L
$dAKG;
Soutn
b AJ2
¥ Q2
¢Jo76
$Q943
Deal g :
Dealer : North. Vul : East West.
NorTH
& XQJiwobyg2
¥ A6,
¢ 8
$ 97
) SovutH
$93
¥ Qg
K3z
$QJ4o
Deal 10
Dealer : East. Vul : Both.
NorrH
®AQ73
Y0543
¢J64
$ Qe
Sourn
¢ Kb
YKQJ2
¢ AKg3
$J87
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Deal vy
Dealer ¢ South. Vul: Neither.
NORTH

‘—n’.‘h""-l—
h

ha
[N]

oSy SOGEd

Fo R i
e
= O
o
2z
[=]

Deal 12 :
Dealer: West. Vul : Nerth South.

NorTH

Dealer :  North. Vul : Both.
NORTH

3T
Deal 14
Dealer : East, Vul: Neither.
NorTH
Kiog8=+6
3 98764
L 4
$ 109432
Sovrl
é ]
$AQJ4
®AKiogs
d Q65
Deal 15 :
Dealer 1 South.  Vul:” North
South.
NORTH
@ Qop
¥ As
® AK]ls5402
& 102
Sourn
@]z
¥ 043
¢ Qiog
& AKGg 4
Deal 16 :
Dealer : West. Vil : East West.
NORTH
& Ko
¥AQg-2
$ 105
b AK 132
SouTH
(10§ a2
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Deal 17:
Dealer : North. Vul: Neither.
NoRrRTH

NORTH

Deal 19 :

NORTH

The INDIAN BRIDGE WORLD

Deal 20
Dealer : West. Vul : Both,
NORTH
Q5
AKQS87
A
$ A108 54
SouTH
Kio87 43
10
9632
& K7
Deal 21 :
Tealer : Nerth. Vul: North South
NORTH
o A]S
¥J]6=
¢ AQuoj5y
& 65
_ Sourtn
®Quogis
¥ Aoy
¢ 73
$ Qg8
Deal 22 -

Dealer : East. Vul. East West.

NORTH

AARRS
ov.op""
e -
(a0}
ot
-

SoutH

©
5
| &1

o ed Poeed
- LT
ol

‘\03’83’
o

®
[#%=]
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Deal 23 :

Dealer : South Vul + Both.
NORTH

& K

¥ A0432

® K132

$]54
SouTH

$AQ)64

¥YKQ8y

$ A6

$AK

Deal 24

Dealer : West. Vul @ Neither.
NORTH

$ Asy

¥ AlSs

$ A0g

S KJiz
SoutH

4 83

$KJgbs2

$ 832

$ 105

Deal 25

Dealer - North. Vul: East West.
NORTH

$ 043

YATS

® )32

& AKg38
SouTH

& Kbz

'843

® AK1ios

L DEE

39
Deal 26 ;
Dealer : East  Vul: Both.
NORTH
& 9
¢85
$KQJ,y-
$& KioBgy2
SovTH
@ AQJ0yggy
¥ ABY
¢ 8
&3
Deal 29
Dealer ; South. Vul : Neither.
NORTH
é Q32
®Jios1
’ Awbd 5
$ AR
SouTH
$d AKE
PAQ:
L LT
$&KQg
Deal 28
Dealer : West, Vul: North South.
NORTH
2
®AKJ3,
¢ Ao
& AKQ]J0
SoutH
L U
¥ 063
¢ 654
& 2765
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Deal 2q :
Dealer : North, Vul - Both
NortH
AKgy
i0g86 e

$2.;

SouTa
J 640
A7
A0 8

Dealer : East.
NorTH

o
<
(& 1]

086
Sourw

o- o
58

=

R |

>0€; o
SRR RP—

RT3
)

Vul: Neither.

Tk INDIAN BRIDGE WORLD

Deal 31 ;
Dealer : South. Val: Norih South
Norma

Dealer : West. Vul : East West.

NorT
AK65432

!.

PLAY—‘FINER POINTS’®
By Teaxs

The play had to commence.
I had a feeling that 1 was on
smoother seas. Bidding might
have changed or progressed or
made great strides. But play
has been the same from the be-
ginning of Bridge up 1o date
and very probably shall continue
to be the same. May be that
many of us have heen pl_a.vmg
intricate  deals very efficiently
not knowing the rames given
to them. Here at least there
were no different systems or
methods but very pmbab_ly Jifl-
rence in degrees of kil and

planning.

But 1o my surprise even here
the pedant made his appca:anclczi
He was very bombastic. I to
him that just then I had grln
rid of a host of such people
ard that he was unwclcom(d.
He was very sticky and mﬁuek
to yield. He told me that bcfolic
playing I should ana‘lysc.:l t! g
opponent’s bidding, consider ho :
up and ducking, follow opponents
preference signals, consider drops
or finesse, covering and 510;
covering, avoidance, promotior
or entry-killing and mak;n]g_.
blocking and unblocking, as:i:
carding, card placing, under an
overruffing, trump Mmanagement,
dummy reversal, trump reduc-
tion, smother play, timing, strip-
ing, throw-in and cn,c!-pla)', side
suit establishment, Vienna coup

Grand coup, jettisoning  and
different kinds of squeeze play.
I had a hearty laugh over it
and said that this lst was encugh
to drive a player away from
Bridge. 1 expressed my  sur-
prise as o how all of them can
be brought into play in one deal.
It looked more like an exhibition
of Bridge knowledge and a heap
of enigmas. The pedant had
a climb down and said that
they were all the ‘finer points’
of play and all of them did not
come into operation in rne deal.
[ felt relieved. He promised
to explain and T agreed to give
him my ear but not my voice,

But his talk was very lucid and
teresting.  He took me practi-
cally for a heginner and explained
these “finer points’. I thought
that he was exaggerating their
virtues as a friend. T said that
he can lie but not deceive, bribe
but not seduce me. He felt
that T was strong in my expression
and called for a pack of cards
and said that he would iljus.
trate every one of them without
exception. I agreed though my
pactier and the defenders pro-
tested that thev had a needless
distraction in the middle of a
game. [ counselled patience and
moderation and as the -discus-
sion with illustrations proceed-
ed the others also joined in it
with avidity. The pedant was
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after all 2 good man and true.
His work was ve y interesting
and instructive. I cannot des-
cribe to you in one article all
that he said and did. T shall do
so in bits.

Then I desired him to look
at my hand and tell me what
principle was involved in it
He could not answer me straight-
away but said that he would
wait for the opening lead and a
little more progress in play and
then explain. The deal extrac-
ted from the “Sunday Standard”
is given below :—

North
eAQf%
AJ72
® 653
&Kos
West East
eJ9876 za
Qg 108 4
L B ®AK1084
&$ 7632 $ 1084
South
Kio 5 4
653
972
A Q7

The final contract was 2 spades

by south, west led the queen of *h

Dizmonds. East overtook it with
the king. East then played Ace
and 10 of Diamonds. Waest dis-
carded a cluh. The pedant shou-
ted that the contract was made,
East led a heart. Dummy won
with the ace. Ace and Queen
of spades were played from the

The INDIAN BRIDGE WORLD

dummy. Then Clubs were play-
ed thrice with the dcclarerpta.{-
g the last club trick. Then
he played a low heart which
East had to take. The position
was that whatever East led,
West had to ruff and then surren-
der. We felt that the pedant’s
shout was meaningless. With a
triumphant air, I tcld the pedant
that there was no finer point
in this deal and that the contract
could never be set. He go1
intc 2 mood and gathered the
cards in anger, reset them as
hefcre and then played one
after the other. Instead ¢f dis-

carding a Club on East’s play of

diamond, he ruffed East’s Top-
diamond and reduced his trumps.
The resuli was that East was not
thrown in and by good trump
management set the contract
by one trick, We felt ashamed
that such a simple thing was
unobeerved by us,

I placed this deal before 5
veteran plavers in my zone and 2
adjoining zomes. Al of them
missed this principle and the
contract was made. It is net
because that there is anything
extraordinary about it. = But
we have not developed that
abit of thinking in terms of
these * finer points.’  In America
for example there are g2 high
class tournaments EVETY year.
Every one of them on an average
should produce at least one or
2 good deals illustrating
some principle of play., No
wonder then that these experts
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and participants get the habit
of thinking in that direction.
But we have few opportumues,
Many of ns play serious bridge
at Tournament time only once
or twice a vear and the remaining
time is taken by Bridge's ‘vul-
gar sister’, Rummy. But if we
at least discuss and occasionally
play even as set deals some in-
tricate ones we shall most certain-
ly get the above habit and meet
the experts on level terms.

The pedant with good self-satis-
faction set 2 deals to illustrate
this principle of Trump manage-
ment.

This deal is from the American
‘Bridge world” magazine.

North
® 54
: J :'é 78
7
& Qo863
West East
$ 1063 SAQ]87
\ B v Q5
4 Kiodz 4513
dKJiwis &i2
South
Kgz2
s K ing 756
¢ AQJy
& A
Bidding :—-
East South  West XNorth
1 @ Dble. 2 & Pass

2 .30 38 1+ @
Dble. Re-dble

The final contract was 4 Hearts
by seuth. Spade ten was opened
by west. East took it with Ace.

43

He led 2 of clubs and
it was taken by south with Ace.
South played king of spade.
He foilowed it with a small
spade which was ruffed by
north. North played a diamond.
South played the Queen on it
and West took it with the king.
West led king of clubs and it
was ruffed by south. Then south
led diamond Ace and
diamond g which was rufled by
the dummy {nerth). North led
8 of Hearis. East won with
the Ace. East led a Spade.
Here if south discards a dia-
mond and trumps in dummy,
he loses the contract. But if
south ruffs in his kand with a
small trump and overruffs in
north with J of trumps and then
plavs the Queen of clubs, the con-
tract is made. We said * Con-
gratulations My, Pedant” He
wore a comfortable smile

He would’nt leave us and the
cards pack. He next set the
deal extracted {rom ** Cham-
pionship Bridge.” :

North

& Qiobsg

¥ Ag6

® A

$ 8543

West East

s — 8J987
® Qiogdy \ R EE
¢ Qo864 $ 1053
& 1097 & QJ2

Scuth

é AKj; o2

¢ K2

$Kj72

$dAKSE
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Tﬁeﬁnﬂmﬂ“ac,twassslndu
: by south. West Openod 10 of
hearts, In the first round play

stage was reached when south
‘played the fourth Diamond for
“ ruff in the dummy. Now north
must ruff with his queen. If he
... Tuffs with a small one, the con-
i tract is defeated. Nextly even
.. if ‘north. ruffs with the queen
‘" "the defender in the East
-can still outwit the declarer by
under-ruffing his 4th Diamond.
The - pedant said that this deal
iltustrated trump wmanagement
by the declarer and the defender.
Quite interesting no doubt. I

was steady. But 2 of my friends
at the table felt a littic bared,
1 requested the pedant to come
later and i_ummte -the ot}

finer points and that otherwise he

h‘dnodmnecofbcingl ad

at all. He saw through it and
:ud ‘good-bye! Wcilﬂ! a_promise
0 come again an ain. Qur
thanks to him, 8

Friends, I have selected among
the finer points, an casy ont
for this article, feeling, that it is
better to go from the

to the complicated. If it is

interesting, please tell me and

1 shall come again, If not may
I say ‘adicu.’

| PAINTID AD TR MADRAS LAW JOURNAL PRAS, MADRAS 4.
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Manali K. Srinivasa Mudaliar

We regret to report the death of Sni Manali Srinivasa
Mudaliar on 4—10-—1955 in a local Nursing Home after a brief
illness.  Sri Srinivasa Mudaliar was one of the patrons of the
Bridge Association, ever since i1s inception in 1937. It can be said
that Sri Mudaliar has coniributed more to the populansing of the
game of Contract Bridge in Madras State during this period than any
one else. He was a fine Bridge player and was endowed with an
innate sense of humour and it is not surprising that he was a very
popular figure in bridge circles. Bridge fans will see no more the
burly figure in a lcose hanging coat little concealing the huge paunch,
and with a cap more often found folded in one of the big coat
pockets moving about in his familiar haunts a¢ the M. U. C. Club.
Most Bridge plavers will recount how in some deal or other played
with him he would appear te be lost in contemplation for a while,
all the time gently and fondly smoocthening his mioustache and wounld
then baffle his opponents by a tricky defence or steal the contract
with an adroit play. He was always genial by temperament and in
W
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no time would establish the most cordial relationships with his

apponents on a Bridge table, In Bridge circles in Madras, this .

genial and kind-hearted person will be missed for a long time to
come. ‘

It would be fitting that a Memorial trophy in some form is
instituted in his name. Bridge players all over the city will no doubt
give their valued views and lend their support t> the task of institu-
ting a memorial in the name of Manali K. Srinivasa Mudaliar,

| THE
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THE SQUEEZE

By A. M. R. Davmar
(Continued from the last issue.)

There is a lot of preliminary
groundwork necessary in achiev-
ing the Squeeze in Bridge.
The mechanics of Squeeze play
is. of course, known to most of
you. There must be at least
three cards left in each hand,
including the Squeeze card, to
bring any Squeeze into effecuve
operation. There rust 2lso be
a long card menace of at least
two cards in the hand opposite
the Squeeze card, with a card
in the same hand as the Squeeze
card to lead to it. The other
menace oOr menaces may be
in one or two suits and of one
or more cards in each suit in
either hand.

But the first important essen-
tial is the placing of the cards
in the opponents’ hands. That
is known as card-placing or
card-reading. Even if you can-
not always place the particular
cards in the hands of the op-
ponents, you must be able to

count the cards in the different
suits in their hands. That i
card-counting. A bid or bids
during the course of the aue-
tion or a double in the final
stages will go a long way in
helping you both in card-plac-
ing and in card-counting. The
card led to the first trick will
help vou further. But even if
there was no such bid or double
to help you and even if the
lead itself docs not give you
any great information, a good
many deductions will be pos-
sible as the game develops. The
actual fall of cards from the
opponents, their discard and sig-
nal cards and their general be-
haviour, as particularly evident
from their difficulties or otherwise
in making the discards to the
crucial leads, will all he of
great assistance. At the worst,
if anything like a. Squeeze is
quite essential to make the con-
tract and if any such Squeeze
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can be effected only if the cards
against you lie in a partcular
way, you should assume thart
- the cards are so placed and go
ahead. You ‘will hé surprised
how often you succeed. Anyway,
you have everything to gain
on such an assumption and
generally nothing to lose.

Take, for instance, the fol-
lowing hand played in 7 Clubs
by South, without any inter-
ference by the opponents during
the auction :—

¢ !
015\1%4(23
P
dATJs
QJ o7y Kg82
eQinz 3J97
$ 10943 L DN
&2 874
sAS:a
As
¢ 65
$#KQingéy

West led the Queen of spades
and that was of no help.
But there appeared to be no
way of avoiding a spade loser
and the declarer, looking around
to see if any unusual play can
do so, decided that his only
chance lay in a Squeeze. And
when West showed out in trumps
on the second round, he saw a
good chance of effecting a simple
positional Squecze on West, if
the latter had started with 4
hearts and 4 diamonds. So he
reduced the game to this end

The INDIAN BRIDGE WORLD

position, after ruffing the third
heart,

e _
®AKQ-
‘...___

— K
§%g frag
10 G 4 3
S 187
53
¢ 65
$5

West was squeezed and scalped
on the last trump and South
triumphantly secured his con-
tract. v

Take, again, the following
hand, which was playved at 9
Diamonds by South, who had
however, the great assistance
of a double by West :—

¢ A
AQJ4
®$QJo74s
&5
K
:Km%‘gg 3[150583
$ 6 $® 52
& KJga & 1098762
s765
972
® AK w8
& AQ3

West led the Spade King.
Normally, of course, South should
expect to lose a spade and a
heart. But, quite obviously,
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West had all the missing kings
and the missing spade Queen.
All that was necessary was, there-
fore, that he should also have 4
Hearts, so as to cnable South
to execute a progressive or repeat
Squecze against him. After ta-
king the first trick with the spade
Ace, South entered his own
hand twice ¢ver with the Ace
and then the King of Dia-
monds and finessed the Heart
Jack and then the Heart Queen.
He then ran off all the remaining
diamonds in dummy, discarding
_two spades from his hand. When
the last diamond was played,
the position was reduced to,

J
=A4
¢ 3
&5
$ 108
‘31%10 :—
:.H & 10987
&7
Vo
»AQS3

While South could conveniently
discard his spade or a club on
the last trump, West was in-
exorably and mercilessly squeezed
in 3 suits. The best that he
counld do, in the face of the cards
that he could actually see, was
to discard the club Jack. On
the lead of the Club to the Ace,
the Kind was dropped. On the
next lead of the Club Queen,

7

he was again subject to a simple-
positional Squeeze in_ spade and
hearts, South was so delighted
with achieving a grand slam
on a progressive Sqireeze that,
being in the good old pre-prohi-
bition days, he stood double
whiskies to everyone around,
including -the admiring Kibit-
Zers.

In the following hanc, played
also by South in 7 spades, that
aristocrat among Squeezes, the
double trump Squeeze, was shou-
ting aloud for easy achievement :

¢ —
& KQyz2

West led, of all cards, the
Queen of Diamonds!  South
could immediately place the Jack
of diamonds with West and the
Ace of diamonds with Fast,
What was necessary was to play
fow from dummy, ruff the dia-
mond in his hand and then play
off 4 trumps, discarding a heart
from dummy, before taking the
4 clubs ending in dummy. The
end position would be as follows,
when the last club is led from
dummy :—
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Q
-J

0

~2
lm‘al
=3

2 21
o ad
Do et

& 10
Y K62
¢ —
& 2

If West blanks his Jack of Dia-
monds, South leads the King of
Diamonds through East and ruffs
out the Ace, thus establishing
the r10.

If East blanks the Ace of
Diamonds, he plays the 1o ruffs
out the Ace to establish the
King. If both West and East
hang on to both their 2 Diamonds
the third heart in South’s hand
would also be good. Your
having to correctly determine the
cards that East and West hold
on to would indicate the great

importance of card-placing and

card-counting.

But the timing is even more
important. That is the most
dynarmic factor in the department
of SQUEEZE PLAY, The
Squeeze card must be led at
the prec se time when the menace
cards hold an inexorable sway
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over the menaced cards. If the
number of menace cards is 3, the
squeeze card must be led when
there are only g cards left,
i.e.,, at the 11th trick. If the
menace cards are four, it must
be led at the roth trick. At
this stage, the player or players,
who is or arc squeezed, should
hold only busy cards, i.e., win-
ners or delayed winners or guards
to the above. But there must
be at least one idle card or a
card which is rendered idle
by the discard of the 1st opponent
in the hand opposite the Squeeze
card. Your proper timing there-
fore, forces an opponent or
opponents to discard an un-
discardable card, ie, such a
card as would allow the declarer
to secure an advantage. Every-
thing, therefore, depends on your
ability to lead out the Squeeze
card at the precise moment
when the Squeeze becomes ope-
rative. If you are a step ahead
or a step behind, vour cflorts
would be vain,

To effect this precise timing,
the necessary finessses, ruffs, etc.,
should be taken in good time.
It will also be necessary to
let the opponents take the tricks
that they are absolutely and
inevitablv entitled w at the
earliest  opportnuity. That
will be necessary to * rectify
the count®. Take, for ins-
tance, the following deal played
by South in 6 Diamonds, after
an overcall of 2z hearts by East
in the initial stages :(—
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Waest led the Queen of hearts
and South realised that if the
spades did not break, as it
cannot be expected to break
on his own abnormal distri-
bution, he would have to lose
tricks, He also realised that
having 11 straight tricks with
a finessee of diamonds, if neces-
sary there was a good chance of
operating 2 Squeeze for the 12th
trick on West, if he was holding
most of the black cards. The
opponents were entitled to one
trick anyway and he saw that
the sooncr- he gave away this
trick the better, In fact, if
this was not done, the Squeeze
would be spoilt, since, of the
only 2 entries in dummy, the
spade King would be necessary
to finessce the Diamonds and
the Club Ace would be neces-
sary for the Squeeze itself and
there was no other entry to
lead out a heart and discard the
third club. He, therefore, dis-
carded the third club to the first
trick itself. It was mere routine
play for him to afierwards finesse

2

the Diamond Queen and rus
off his diamonds. ©On' the lead
of the last diamond, West way
fully, completely and helplessly
squeezed as between Spades and
Clubs.

Another play that is often
necessary to * rectify the Count ”
to bring off a Squeeze is the
Vienna Coup. When a Squeeze
situation cannot be establithed
otherwise, you play off a master
card, promoting an- opponent’s
card to the position of a winner, -
but at the same time setting up -
a menace in the hand of the
Squeeze card or in the opposite
hand. If, for instance, the end
position develops as follows,

$3°

..._..._

& 2
S AL
*+— . &—
& — & —

4
o 4
-

there is no Squeeze available
strightaway. When you lead the
Squeeze card, the club Queen,
West can conveniently discard
a heart and subsequently win a
Spade. You, therefore, first play
to the heart Queen setting up a
winner, the Heart Jack, with
West. But, at the same time,
a menace in heart 10 i3 ‘set:
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" up in the hand of South. When

thercafter the Club is played,
the Squeecze is brought into
effective operation. Even if there
is a certain amount of risk
in setting up an immediate win-
ner in the hands of an opponent,
it will pay you often to take this
risk to bring off a spectacular

and satisfying Squeeze.

In the following hand, reported
in H. G. Freehill’s book, an
Irish expert played a double
Vienna Coup to bring off a
Contract of 6 no-trumps :—

$ AKJiogg
9 ASG

$ 82
$KioB8752
®AQS

& AK

West led the three of diamonds,
the King falling to the Ace.
A spade finesse was taken and
East showed out. It was imme-
diately apparent that West, who
held 5 spades and 4 to 5 dia-
monds, cannot hold many hearts
ot clubs. After conceding &c

-spade trick t0 West, the
Mwok-the Jack of dia-
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monds with his Queen and deci-
ded on squeezing East in hearts
and Clubs. He played off the

ace and King of €lubs and then.

entered the dummy with the
heart Ace to run the spades.
When the last Spade was played,

the end position developed this

.__,

& 10
$—. $o
& — & ]

- g

’__.

‘_._

East was caught in the pincers
of a simple automatic three-
card Squeeze and, for all his
squirming, could do nothing.

Another preliminary play that
is sometimes found necessary to
bring off a Squeeze is the
‘ menace transfer . You occa-
sionally find that while the
menaced cards in one or more
suits arc in the hands of one
opponent, the Key card in
another suit is in the hand of the
other opponent. If a Squceze
against the first opponent only
is possible, you have to promote
a card in his hand in this suit
also, so as to effectuate the
Squeeze. It is sometimes possi-
ble to do so, when the cards,
for instance, lie this way :—
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Qo9
Q2
;.._._
J 10
3}3 394
¢ — ¢ —
$ 3 & 4

2

3 o8

L 4

& QJ
You play the ro of hearts and
smother the Jack in the hand of
West. The ¢ of hearts in the
hand of East, who holds the
menaced cards in  Spades, is
now promoted. It is then under
the menace of South’s 8. When
the clubs are now played, an
automatic simple Squeeze effec-
uvely operates against him.
Here is a classic instance of a
“ menace transfer” executed
by the American master, Oswald
Jacoby, in the following hand
played in 7 Clubs :—

& Ags
$AKQy4
L B

. X

6

7632
J 752
73 Ji1oab
KQJio8s2z @ 7643
— b4
Q 10
e852
A
$ AKQ]Jio85

Kgtg

II

West, who had vigorously hid
diamonds in the course of the
auction, led the King of dia-
monds. Jacoby realised that,
in view of the distribution in
his own hand and in that of
dummy, it was not likely that
the hearts would break. He
also realised that if any one
should hold 4 or more hearts,
it should be East. While, how-
ever, it was likely for West's
vigorous bidding that he held
the King of Spades, it was good
odds that East held the Jack,
So he played for the menace
transfer in Spades. He led the
Queen and killed the King, pro-
moting the Jack in East’s hand,
East was afterwards. completely,
savagely and inexorably squeez-
ed,

But all knowledge of the varie-
ties of Squeeze and the mechanics
of Squeeze play will avail you
nething, if you cannot seize
the innumerable opportunities
that come your way practically
every day and every hour. To
recognise those situations in which
a Squeeze will operate is as im-
portant as the execution of the
Squeeze itself. (Concluded.)



ARE YOU QUICK ON THE TRIGGER
By P. S. N.Sarua.

Experts are never tired of
pointing out that there is nothing
more lucrative in bridge than
the penalty double. Charles
Goren, the American champion,
says : * One of the great sources
of unrealised wealth in the United
States is the penalty double of
overcalls at the level of one or
two.”

No one can dispute that this is
wholesome advice. A whacking
double not only benehits the
doubler, but, like the quality
of mercy, it also blesseth him
that takes ; it cures many an
unwary player of the silly habit
of kite-flying.

There is, however, another
side to this business of penalty
doubles which is not sufficiently
stressed.  An injudicious double
can often act as a boomerang.
The fiend of distribution can
play havoc with high card
strength and mortify the trigger-
happy doubler. Again, when a
contract which played in the
normal manner will quietly go
down a trick or two is doubled,
it serves no other purpose than
to give away valuable informa-
tion to the enemy who will
pull himself together and adop-
the shrewdest line of play pos-

sible, The unwary double may
also help the opposition to find
a better parking place for the
combined hands in another suit
or in No trump.

Of vital importance is the
personality of the player whose
call you double. The human
clement which has its place in
all games is nowhere so predo-
minant as in bridge. * We must
know how to play people as
well as cards,” to quote Black-
wood. There is no risk in having
a go at the habitual overbidder,
but one should think several
times before trying to punish a
sound player.

How very often does one hear
the alibi at the bridge table
when a double has misfired :
*“T held four plus honour tricks,
partner. I had to double.” I
remember an  occasion  when
this  stale excuse called forth
the riposte : “ You didn't hape
to. It is not compulsory under
the laws of contract bridge.”

The partner’s chagrin  was
understandable. He held a bust
hand and did not take part in
the auction. The contract was
Five Diamonds by South, the
complete deal being :
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NorRTH
Q874
¥ob8s3
®Jwo
dAJoe

WEST East
& AKIs53 & cghba2
¥ A]7 ® 0654
93 ¢ 65
& KQ3 & 865
. SOUTH
& None
¥ KQ=2
¢AKQS87 42
& 1072

'The contract was easily made,
the declarer winning three Club
tricks by the simple expedient
of ducking when West played one
of his honour cards on the lead
of the suit. The deal serves to
illustrate our first point that
high cards are often powerless
against freak distribution.

The following deals illustrate
the second point we wmade,
namely, ‘that the double of a
contract which appears to be by
no means a walk-over often
does more good to the declarer
han to the defence.
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Deal No. 2.
NorTH
A854
Ag
¢ Aio8B
S AQogz
WEeST Easr
10 6 e K 2
3 wwg76 K84
97652 ¢ KQJs3
& 08 & KJ3
SouTH
& QJo73
9$QJs52
¢ None
& 7654

In this deal North made a slam
try in spite of East’s bidding
diamonds twice and landed in the
quite unsound contract of Five
Spades. East doubled and led
the King of Diamonds. Dec-
larer though a good player would
certainly have tried the three
finesses in Spades, Hearts and
Clubs, but East’s tell-tale double,
following his loose overcalls,
marked him with all the adverse
high cards and enabled the
declarer to make the only play
which could succeed.

The declarer won the first
trick, ruffed a Diamond, played
the Ace of Hearts and the trey.
East had to take the trick. He
made the best return of a third
Diamond. It was ruffed, the
Queen of Hearts was cashed, a
Club being discarded in the
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closed  hand. Avoiding  the
finesse, declarer played the Ace
and another Spade. East had
only Diamonds and Clubs to
lead. Whatever he led now
would give declarer his contract.

[~_Iere is the second deal in
which the penalty double was a
godsend to the declarer.

NokTH

North-South  bid game in
Spades although East opened the
bidding with One Diamond.
West doubled and led the Ace
of Diamonds and another Dia-
mond. Declarer ruffed, and
avoiding trumps, on account of
West’s double, entered dummy
with Club Ace to lead the three
of Hearts. East ducked, the
King won and the deuce of the
suit followed. FEast won and
{)layed a diamond. The dec-
arer ruffed, he then ruffed a
Heart, in dummy entered his
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hand with the King of Clubs to
lead his last Heart. West had
to ruff, having only trumps. He
ruffed  high, dummy over-
ruffed. A Cludy lead now furced
West to ruff, and te concede
three tricks 10 the Declacer’s

K Q 8

Lastly here is a deal in which
a thoughtess dguble by East
actually drove ﬁlm apponents
into a successful and vastly better
contract. North-South  holding
all the high cards in the pack
between them got into a slam,
hut the wrong slam—Six Spades.
East doubled with the
result that South who saw all
of a sudden that his Spade suit
was rather moth-eaten hid Seven
Clubs, which was easily madde.
Deal  No. 4.

NorTH

b Q-2

YKQ8a2

¢ K8y

& AK o2
WEsT East
é 3 & Kag8g6
¥ 5653 ¥$Jiog
$Jo9732 Q06
$ 963 & 54

SovTir

@ Aoy

¥ Ay

¢ As
& Q]8>

“THE REVERSE”

By N. MUuTHKRISHNA IYER, B.A., B.L., Tanjore.

Ely Culbertson says: ** The bid
of a higher ranking suit by a
player who has previously bid
one of a lower rank is called a
Reverse . Some experts are ol
the opinion that the *' Reverse ”
has done no good for bridge,
since it may be only an equivalent
of a bid of three in a suit, though
it is at two level, and the follow-
ing example from the Gold Baook
is cited in this connection.

SouTH NORTH
1 & 2 &
N

“ §outh names a contract which
will be unsafe if North cannat
support it. Even with a weak
hand, North may have to go
to the three-level to get back to
a safe contract. South has there-
fore taken the responsibility of
a three-level contract.” None-
the less, the °° Reverse » has
some advantages. It is of vital
importance to choose a trump
suit the combined length and
strength of which should offer a
safe plavable majority namely
8 cards, whether four-four or
five-three. The fear of an un-
sound trump suit is a nightmare
to any good player. Thqugh
some players dread to be in a
combined seven-card trump suig,
there are advanced bidding situa-

tions when game in a four-oppo-
site-three major suit is safe.

Any ranking player knows that
the choice of an opening bid is a
subject that must be handled
with the finest kid glove and
Culbertson wants us to treat
cach hand as a separate pro-
blem. Choice of suits depends
not only upon length, rank,
and strength but also on * pre-
paredness ., The rules or con-
ventions relating to the choice
of suits need not be stated here
except that we should remember
here that, where there is a possi-
bility of partner mistaking the
bid as 2 *‘ Reverse ™ and the
hand is below four honour tricks
strength or the equivalent of it,
a bid shall be made in the
higher ranking suit though shorter
or less strong on the principle
of “preparedness.” This directly
takes us to the problem of
* Reverse ™,

The * Reverse ” is a specific
bid showing generally a five-
card lower ranking suit and a
four card highe ranking suit ; is
a bid of a suit which is higher
ranking than another suit pre-
viouslty mentiuned by the same
plaver: and i not a bid
artificially used simply to anno-
unce a strong hand irrespective
of distribution.
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For example.
Holding,

() @AK]63: WAKQ
68:403:82 Callrspade.
(2) @4 As: $AK 6 3¢

AKisg4: 8 ]42 Cali
heart.

(3) 8 YAK108: ¢ AK
1076: & Kgg, first call a
diamond and then ‘reverse’ to
heart.

When a player *reverses ™ it
it generally implied that the
second bid suit is shorter than
the one first bid namely five-
four or six-five. It may be
noted here that in the French
Canape System of * reverse™
a four-card minor gets bid ahead
of a seven-card major suit.

The * Reverse” can occur
at one level, two level or even
higher. 'When it occurs at the
level of two or three, it shows a
strong hand having a count of
about four honour tricks—greater
strength than is necessary than
is ordinarily assumed for an
opening bid of one in a suit—
since the partner is compelled
to show his preference for the
first mentioned suit, if need be,
at a higher level. Since the
“ Reverse " generally predicts the
probable length of the suits the
responder can  wisely show hiy
preference :—

SouTH NORTH
1 & 1 NT
2 &
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If North has a worthless double-
ton in spades but three rags
in diamonds, he prefers a con-
tract in diamonds at three level
because he knows that the part-
nership has a minimum of eight
cards in diamonds but only six
spades between them. The pre-
ference consists by passing after
the second bid or by pulling the
partnership to the first bid suit
at the cheapest level. Where
the opener has reversed, his
first suit will be longer than his
second and therefore though the
contract is a trick higher there
will be sufficient winners in
both hands, the extra trumps
compensating for the higher level.
South reverses because he has
ahout four honour tricks, with-
out which he cannot stand a
diamond contract at three level.

In the following examples,
the * reverse ”’ at two level shows
generally a five-card diamond
suit and a four-card heart suit
and usually about four honour
tricks ; if the length of the suits
be six-five no added strength
than for an opening hid is
obligatory ; if the hand has only
three plus honour tricks, the
opener must have sufficient
strength in the responder’s suit
for a safe contract at a higher
level.

SouTH NoORTH

(1 4 1 &
2 @

(2) 1 @ 2 &
2 ¢
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1 ¢ 1 NT
(3) 4

In the abave sequences, South
shall have almost as much
strength as for a non-jump rebid
at three level in a new st e.g.,

SouTH NorTH
1 ¢ 2 ¢
3 &

But when the ¢ Reverse”
occurs at one level or follows a
game forcing response from part-
ner (these are not _‘cons1dcre,c}
by some players as * Reverse
proper) it is not an indication
of a strong hand ; nor does it
guaraniee  the precise count of
length in the suits bid,

Examples -—
SouTH NURTH
1 ¢
(1) ! :
(2) 1 @ 2 ¢
2 @

In ecither of the above two
sequences South mayv hold

1 AKxx:¥x: ¢ K‘]’
x;f:):A_]xxor (2) 4 AK
xx: @ @EKroxxx: SAJx
With either holding South rebids
one spade in sequence (1) and two
spades in sequence (2). A simi-
lar situation may also arise when
opener has to rebid over a free
two-over-one take out by partner
Example :

Souttn WEST Nortu EasT
14 248 29 Pas
2 &
3
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"The * reverse ** shows no greater

strength than is necessary for a
opening bid of one diamond.
The responder should make the
allowance for the free rebid of
openers and must know that
opener would not he strong
enough for a reverse at two level
had not responder forced him and
that opener has made the chea-
pest rebid available. Oceasions
frequently arise where a bid is
really a competitive one though
it may appear to be a ‘“ reverse ”.
South holds ¢ KQ62: 9 7:
®AQo6: #KJ74:and
he opens a diamond : West calls
a heart ; North bids two clubs :
and East passes. Now, in this
sequence a two spades bid by
South is not an apparent reverse,
since North’s overcall of two
clubs over West’s one heart
considerably changes matter.
When South opened one diamond
he was prepared to bid one
spade over an expected Tes-
ponse of one heart ; South is
not thercfore responsible for his
showing the spades at two level.
Again in the sequence,
Soutii  West  NoRTH  East
1 ¢ Pass 1 NT 2%
2 &
the two spades bid by South is
possibly a *‘ reverse ”* but wsually
1s a competitive one and therefore
North should give some leeway
before he takes some positive
action.  Therefore Culbertson
asks us to * avoid the necessity
for a reverse at a higher level
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if the hand contains less than
four (sometimes 31) honour
tricks ” and he further cautions
that “ with about four honour
tricks or 33 with well-passed
suits, the normal choice of open-
ing bid (in accordance with
the principle of length and rank}
should be followed even though
this may necessitale a reverse
in a higher round.”

A difficulty in showing pre-
ference may arise when the
opener reverses and the responder
has equal length in both the
suits and there is no certainty
of knowing the opener’s length
in these suits, especially when the
“ reverse  is made with four
cards in each suit. With a
weak hand it is no good showing
a preference for the reason that
there is no loss as long as the
opponents do not double and
the partner cannot bid any more
and get into an unmakeable con-
tract. It is all good in theory
to say that putting partner in
his first bid suit is no stronger
than passing but in practice it
does not always work well. The
best advice is, when the responder
holds higher honour in the second
bid suit it is best to play at the
lower contract.  Preference
bidding ” is one of the most
delicate and hotly debated phases
of the game, the whole question
being and resolving in what
makes a sound and intelligent
preference.  Of this branch of
bidding, we shall speak some-
time later.

The INDIAN BRIDGE WORLD

Some experts are of the view
(the Gold Book does not make
distinction) that a * reverse”
in minor suits—first in Clubs and
then in Diamonds—is not strength
show:mg as other reverses, but
yet it is a strong sequence cal-
culated to secure partner’s co-
operation.  South bids one Club
holding ¢ 8: W Ag2: ¢ K
1087: & AK Qg 7and North
responds one heart.  The mere
raise in hearts by South does
not show the full strength of
his hand : if South bids two
Diamonds he will give north
more information than he would
when a jump rebid in Clubs is
made. The best way to investi-
gate the final contract-—whether
in hearts, no trumps or clubs—
is for South 1o bid two diamonds.
The more the avenues a player
opens up the better and more
flexible is the partnership bidding.

It shall be horne in mind that

the *‘Reverse” is for the

*“ opener " and not for the * res-
ponder” ar the * defender .
Further the ** Reverse 7 is got 2
force ; it has not replaced the

jump bid nor has it come close
to 1L

SourH  Wesr Nortu  East

19 Pass 1 NT Pass
2

South  holds t A K 10 6:
$AQ743:9A7: HKQ
A simple reverse in spades, though
a strong bid, s no forcing bid.
Therefore a jump reverse in
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spades, f.e., three spades is the
correct bid. It is idle to exag-
gerate the « Reverse . Again
in the Culbertson system the
reverse bid by the responder 1s
not forcing although a strong
invitation ; but some American
experts hold that the reverse
by the responder_1s absolutely
forcing. In ftlﬁ: Qulbcrtsonnig-
em, in the following sequEnRCes,
the "all of two Spades by South

Ig

in sequence (1) and the call
of three hearts by South in
sequence (2) are not forcing
bids but are highly invitational.
Sequence (1)

NORTH Souts
1 @ 2 &
2 & 2 @
Sequence (2)
. é 4
2 & 3 @



EVE WIELDS THE WEAK TWO

By E.

Saturday 2 p.M,

Eve has a suprise for me when
I return home from office.

“ Adam, have you heard of
the Weak Two?”

*Is that what people are
calling us ?”

“No, don’t be silly, not us—
the bid. The Weak Two bid.
You open strong to show weak-
ness.”’

“1 suppose then you are re-
quired to pass in order to show

a real rock-crusher ?"

“0Oh! do be serious. I want
you to play this bid with me.”
“ But wouldn’t it he simpler
to pass with a weak hand ?"

“Of course not. You must
stop the opponents from hutting
in”

Muyself, I prefer opponents
butting in to their butting me,
but I am sweetly reasonable.,

“Dear, if you open the bidding
at the two level and don’t have
the goods, opponents can be
very unpleasant. They have
even been known to double.”

“Ah! But then they may lose
a certain game and it is worth
it. Or clse they may come in
like clay pigeons at a high level
and partner can shoot them down.

SoLomon

We can catch them both ways.
Helen Sobel says so in the book
I read this morning.”

Myself, T feel that Eve has
chosen an unfortunate analogy
because T am a rotten shot and
cannot imagine shooting down
clay pigeons from any level,
leave alone a high one. But
when Eve quotes a book it is
hetter to  withdraw from the
auction. I do so. But not Eve.

“ Adam, can we play the
Weak Twn at this evening’s
match >

“But we have not tried it
out yet. It may ruin us.”

S Nonmsense. It is really quite
simple. If vou have a strong
rebiddable major suit and about
14 to 2 +honour tricks you open
with a Two bid. Any response
by partner must be kept alive
except a raise to Three. That is
all you need to know.”

I make one more appeal

“ Dear, don’t you think we
should first try the bid in the
club before using it in a duphi-
cate match

“ T am sure it will be all right.
Please let us try it today., Pleasel”
Now when Eve says * please ™
I am quite incapable of saying

(11 11

no.
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The Same day—6 P.M.

I explain to our opponents that
my wife and 1 play the Weak
Two. They had never heard
of it before and are disinclined
to hear about it now.

Eve tells them. “* We open
2 Spades or z Hearts with less
than 2} honour tricks. 2 Clubs
is forcing to game.”

The enemy on my left asks
suspiciously. “ Why should you
open with Two when you don’
have cnough for One. Part-
ner, this secems 10 be a private
convention and I don’t think
that it is allowed.” )

I firmly tell him that the bid
is quite ethical and he is at
liberty to refer to the Tourna-
ment Director if he 15 m any
doubt about this pomnt. )

The enemyy on my right 1s
verv supercilious. *“ Let them
do as thev please, partner, It
is their funeral!”

Eve deals, East West are vulne-
rable. These are the hands:

NORTH
¥ ‘AQ_107642
¥ Nil
¢ 1098
& 842
WEST East
9 =K83
si09864 AKyp
®KJa $ AQ765
SKRQJ7 & 1006
SorTH
& )5
9QJ]732
® 32
&dAaj53
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This is how the bidding goes :

North East South  West
{Eve} (Adam)

24 Double 34 49
Pass  Pass Double Pass

Pass Redouble Pass Pass

When the redouble comes
round ta Eve she hesitates and
passes. Then, almost in the same
breath, she says, “Oh! can I
change that bid ?” :

“ Sorry ” says the enemy on
my right giving his partner a
broad smile. “ If you are in
any doubt about this point you
may refer to the Tournament
Director.”

Eve looks at me miscrably
and leads the ten of diamonds.
West wins with the knave after
I play the three.

West now leads a heart upto
dummy’s ace and curses under
his breath when Eve discards
the seven of spades. He wins
the next trick with the trump
king and the dummy’s third
trump is then led and won by
my queen. 1 then play the
two of diamonds, In due and
inevitahle course Eve gets her
ace of spades and plays her dia-
mond for me to rufl.  With my
ace of clubs this gives us five
tricks for 1000 points,

Eve says sweetly, “I'm so
glad I was not allowed to take
out the redouble.”
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East gnashes his teeth.

Eve tells him brightly. * You
know you could have made 5
diamonds or 4 no trumps.”

Loud silence!
The Same day—a little later.

Eve deals, North South are
vulnerable. These are the hands:

NORTH
$ o6
¥ QJiog872
¢ 8
$ 96
WEsT EaAsT
& Q75 & KJg32
¥ AK W65
®A10753 ¢ KQJ
$ Q72 & AJSB
SouTH
& Arwd
Y453
$® 9642
& Kios3

The bidding is short—if not
swect.

North East South  West

{Eve) (Adam)

2 H Double Pass Pass

Pass

West heams as he passes.
This time we are vulnerable
and he thinks that he is on the
recciving end of a most delectable
penalty. He prefers this to the
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virtually certain game in no
trumps. What is more to the
point he is eager to administer
the punishment that we so richly
deserve.

East opens with the king of
diamonds and follows with the
queen of the same suit. Eve
wins the second irick with the
heart two and leads the trump
queen. West wins with the king
and repeats diamonds which Eve
ruffs with the seven. She plays
the trump knave which West
wins with the ace. He now
leads the fourth round of dia-
monds and Eve ruffs again with
the ten, while East discards the
four of spades. She leads a
club, which is ducked by East
and dummy’s ten is put wp to be
beaten by the queen.

Pause.

{The enemy have upto now
collected four tricks—One dia-
mond, two hearts and a ¢lub.)

West is obsessed with the igea
of a forcing game. If his part-
ner has one more trump left
then it can be promoted by
making declarer ruff diamonds
again. On this round partner
could throw a losing club and
the contract would he set three
tricks. Or perhaps West has
Iost count of the trumps.  What-
ever may be the reason, he
leads the fifth diamond which is
ruffed by Eve and she plays a
club. East wins with the ace
and that is the end. Dummy’s
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fourth club has been set up and
can be reached with the spade
ace.

Consternation. Eve has made
her contract !

Eve says sweetly : © That was

really a psychic Weak Two. If

1 did not open the bidding East
could quite easily arrive at a
contract of six spades or siX
no trumps which cannot be
heaten and West can also make

23

six diamonds if the opening lead
is not a club.”

As usual, she has the last word.
The same day (or rather night)—

11-55 B.M.

I can't sleep thinking of the
trouble in store for us now that
the Weak Twoyis firmly esta-
blished in Eve’s repertoire of
bids. That outrageous psychic
opening two hearts when vulne-
rable! ~ Justice, where is thy
sting ?



ACCIDENTS DO HAPPEN

By PoINTsMAN

She (I meany Vijayalakshmi or
Viji as we call her} said that
she went through my pamphlet
on point-systern and had mas-
tered it. 1 agreed to partner
her in the progressive pairs event
at one of the Clubs the next day
and hereunder I give somc of
the deals which we played. This
was the grd deal.

NORTH

& QJog

$3535

¢ Qo9

& 087
WesT E"-S"l
& 1063 #8752
¥ Ao v QL5
¢ AJ8BEy 532
& Q43 & o52

Sourn

& AK

¥ K864

$ K o7

dAK]JG

South opened two N T and Viji
sitting west passed. North res-
ponded with 3 N T and when it
came to ‘west (my partner) she
doubled. I was actually shi-

vering in my  shoes, (hinking
of “the rockbottom awaiting us.
Viji plaved the 6 of Iamonds.
North the 9, I threw the 2 and
South the 7. The declarer played
his A aud K of Spades.  Then he
played the J of Clubs and Viji
played the 3 and said: * Oh!
partner, can I take back the
card? T was thinking about the
21:(1. hand lowest principle and
accidentally  threw the 3.
knew that she bungled correctly
and called for our local head
of the legal division of S.1.B.A.
Mr. Samu lyer, and asked him
il my partner conld take back
the card to which he replied
that, according to rule 13 (2)
of Bridge Regulations, 1940 and
according to Rule 18 (i} of
the Revised Regulations of 1953,
and God knows what all, a
card placed on the 1able face
upwards is a card played and
should under no circuinstances
be taken back, This decided
the case and the poor declarer
who was twying to get an entry
for his oth trick through clubs
to was disappointed.  The result
was he got only 8 tricks and went
down one. A good score through
an oversight!

Another interesting deal came
up afier 5 more deals,
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1"1_1‘.“ !f
NoRTH

#Qab
¢ 1072
¢ 107
$QJio72
WEesT East
$A08Bs32 &
¥Qeo v
$KQ832 ¢
& — &
Viji
SOUTH
$ K
PAKB43
¢ A9
&A9653
The hidding
South West North East

P _ —
'2 : 2 ¢ 3%
9 — +%
+ ¥ West North
Lead was @K €7

& A S 6

¢ Q & 10

96 W2

v Q v
East South

After playin 9
25 S[;\lf:fl hlza{'edga%ig
sigh just to say that
she had slipped
Another bigger
sigh now !

< od
Bl

\

| eeode
TSI
<

M

25

I was looking at the travelling
score sheet where the hands
were recorded and knew that
this was the only play which
would throw west in the lead who
has to lead now and give an
entry to north (which was absent
otherwise) and the ultimate win
of the hand.

We got another top in the
following deal :

Nonn{‘
& AQio85
¥ Aoz
® 753
& A6
Myself - Vi
WEST EasT
#Kog32 $J764
$753 v Q64
¢ o84 4 Qo
& 72 $»Q843
SouTH
, & Nil
$KJa8
¢ AKSbG2
&KJiogs
Bidding.
North East South West
N — 2 & —
z & — L 4 —
+ @ — 54 —
6 & — 6% —
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7'? '2 '4'8
vovk

/After playing ¢ Q on the 8th
f‘r:ck My partner again  said

Sorry, partner, it was a slip ™
but I told her that it was bril-
liant play by which she got the
contract down by one trick as
the declarer had 1o give two
tricks to D J g as he could not
throw E in the lead.

PLAY—ITS ¢<“FINER POINTS"
By TEAKs

Me—Good  alternoon, \rIr
Pedant. It is some months since

we met.

Pedani—Well. I was free.
But you wanted me to regulate
my appearance according 1o the
emergence of our ‘INDIAN BRIDGE

WorgLp.’

Me—1It is true.  But the Jour-
nal is in the hands of an energetic
Secresary who has plenty of
time and inclination to bring it
out quickly. Do come oftener
please, This pleased Mr. Pedant
and 1 inwardly felt that he
might bore me too often. [
thought it best to wait and see.

The cards were dealt.” Before
we could see them, he gave us a
resurne of what he said last
time. He spoke of ‘Trump
Management ’ and said that it
had many forms and one of i
was a ‘ Grand coup’. My part-
ner at once leaned to my side
and whispered that the pedant
was a blufl’ since coup meant
only brilliant play. He was in
a scoffing mood. [ counselled
silence and said that, if neces-
say, we can laugh last and
best. The pedant shrewdly gues-
sed what we were at and asked
uz to start the bidding. The
final contract was spades- by

South and it was doubled by
East. The deal was as below.

NortH

@ 10863
vAQj

® 74
&975

W

WEest

oo =

o
4]

1
1
J 1

L2 4
DO @
PRRO,,
Wi e

73
652
6 ¢

TH
d AK
v
*AQ

& AK

{This dea! is from Reese
On play ).

West led a Small club. East
played the ) on it. South won
it with Ace. Then he played a
small Heartand it was won by
East’s K. Fast played a club.
South tock it with the King and
plaved a Heart and on the
third Heart discarded a chub.
A small Diamond  was played
from the dummy and was taken
with Q by South who played
next his 1) Ace.  Then he played
another D and on the pedant’s
mstruction ruffed it with 8.
East overruffed it. East played
Q of Spades which was taken by
South.  South played his last D
which was ruffed by the dummy

4

3

EE o ey

B 3 2
-
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with 10 and East overruffed it.
East was forced to lead a Heart,
Scuth trumped it in his hand
and overruffed it in Dummy.
A club lead from the Dummy
won  the contract. He called
this  * Under-trumping  Grand
Coup’. Wewereeag.r to know
about this coup. The pedant’s
voice became deep and clear.
He was gentle and not dull and
full without overflowing. He
asked us to deal again and on
seeing  the hand looked like
having a happy time of it
He said that the cards were
very sensible though considered
irrational,  Just the deal he
wanted, It was as though the
cards did not desire to break
the continuity of the pedant's
talk. That was also a ° Grand
Coup’ hand. He looked wise
and we felt that wisdom might
very probably die with him.
Thehand was as follows, The final
contract was 4 spades by South.

NORTH

oLy
e
o]
LN

10 g
(This deal is irom Culbertson).
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West opened King of clubs.
Three rounds of it were played.
East took the grd club trick.
Next he played 6 of Hearts
taken in the dummy. He played
Q of Spades. "It was allowed to
ride. As also g of spades. The
dummmy then plaved K of Hearts.
South hesitated and the pedant
with strength amounting to rage
called for a ruff. It was impli-
citly oheyed. The dummy was

then entered in Diamonds. Q

of Hearts was led by dummy and
again  frightened by  the
pedant’s roar the declarer ruffed
it. The 2 Diamonds were then
played. The 4th Heart {rom
dummy was played. East had
to ruff and South overrufied.
The defenders thus got only §
tricks (in clubs) though prima
Jfacie there was a loser in trump.
We all said in one voice * Well
done, Mr. Pedant’. We werc
scoffing. at the outset but re-
mained to pray. With great
self-satisfacion he  was silent
and this silence was more elo-
guent than words.

We thought that the day's
work was over. But we had
praised the pedant rather openly
and by merit he raised himself
to visible eminence and said
that ‘ dummy reversal’ was a
fine type of trump management.
We felt that it was dangerous to
praise him and that he could not
change his skin and spots. He
altered his attitude from elation
to gentility and said that
‘Dummy reversal® was only
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another technical expression, that
it meant that the dumrgy w};(‘:g
encrally played a secondary

fubsidiaiyppa’;t can still be made
to play a primary pan_and dch_v.er
the goods without being passive.
The explanation was interesting.
He asked us to deal the cards
and we did so. He saw thrc
deal and danced with joy. ‘We
were inclined to laugh and even
disperse. We felt that great wits
were very nearly allied to madnf:.ss;;
But he calmed down and wit

his feet on ferra firmd said that
the cards were so nice and obh'g-
ing that this very deal was
admirably suited 10 llluslratel
< dummy reversal ’. The dea
was as follows. The final con-

tract was 7 @ by South.

NORTH
& Ko7
$QJro7?
$ 02

643

o 4 ‘AJ86532
32 ¥a
7 4
o

(This deal is from Florence
QOsborn}.

Bidding -

SoutH West NortH  East

2 ¢ — 2 NT 368
19 — 59 -
79 — - -

West led Q of spades. It was
covered by K and East played
the Ace. South ruffed with 4
of Hearts. Then Heart Ace was
played by South. A low Heart
was played and ‘“taken by
Dummy’s queen. A small Spade
was tuffed by South with K.
Small Diamond played was taken
by 10 in dummy. The pedant
in a stentorian voice said ‘ play
vour Hearts J and 10°. There
was strict obedience. South dis-
carded Q and J of clubs on
them. Dummy next played a
small Diamond. The Contract
was made., The pedant haran-
gued on the conversion of t.he
dummy into the more active
partner holding the whip-hand.
We all felt that ene more deal
on this principle would enable
us to understand it or expose
the fallagy, if any, in the pedant’s
reasoning.

The cards were dcalt and the
52 men miraculously settled
down to a play of dummy
reversal. Probably the cards
were following our talk. The
deal was as follows. The final
contract was 7 spades by South,
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NorTH
KQiug
A543
¢ J64
A
WesTt East
$ 43 $ 52
$97602 $KQ]J o
¢ Qo8 ®975¢2
& QJioz & 865
SouTtH
AAJB 76
8
¢ AKg3
& 9743

(This deal is from A. B. W.)

We asked the pedant o he
observant and not to instruct us.
We put the principle in operation.
West Jed the Q of clubs. The
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declarer closcly followed the in-
structions given for the previous
deal. The dummy played K
of spades retaining his queen.
West had to yield to trump
squeeze in Diamonds and Clubs.

We thought that this principle
was in  consonance with the
times. The weaker vessels nowa-
days are claiming to be as strong
as the other half. They are
even announcing that they can
demonstrate their equal strength.
If they all know Contract
Bridge, they can use ‘dummy
reversal * as an additional argu-
ment.

" Good information indeed car-
ried to us. We realised that
Mr. Pedant was not like some
ambassadors lying abroad for
the cause of Contract Bridge
but that he was a sincere soul.

1T IS THE PLAY THAT COUNTS
By SarTurn

It has often been _rcmarked
that good bidding wins most
matches especially 1n team-of-
four events as in any cascs
vital matches are lost by poor
bidding rather than won by any
superior skill in the play of
cards. This appears somewhat
ungenerous to the finer player
as pumerous instances can be
cited of ties having been won by
sheer brilliance in play and the
following is an attempt 10 illus-
trate what an asset the skilful
player is to a team of mediocre
hidding ability. .

This was the first deal in an
important club tournament. The
hidding was identical at both
tables.

East dealer. E-\V. Vulnerable
E;nwf'lrJ Sours  WEesT NORTH
[ —_ 1 —

2 & — 38 —

NT — Tar
3 South led H 4 and West
(dummy) had

AQ975
9 4

2
:%Jﬁz

North held :

North played the Jack and
then the queen of hearts and
followed with the trey. Dec-
larer won with the Ace and
finessed with the knave of Spades
which North won and led K of
Diamonds. The rest was easy
for the declarer who made the
contract without any difficulty
and congratulated himself for
cleverly holding off the first two
heart leads before winning with
the Ace and thus ensuring his’
contract.

At the other table where the
North player who was just a good
auction bridge player, began to
pause before playing to the third
trick. After making his Queen
and Knave of hearts he took
stock of his hand once again
and realised that it was futile
to play the third heart as even
if the suit was established for his
partner, South was unlikely to
have a sure entry. The dec-
larer was clearly marked with
all the three missing Aces and 10
tricks were therefore in sight 4
in spades, 4 in clubs and the two
red aces if he continued woodenly
with the third heart. North
abandoned the Heart suit and
led the King of Diamonds.
When East ducked he followed
with the Queen of Diamonds
and declarer was now in trouble.
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If he ducked he would surely
lose his contract with North hold-
ing the King of spades. As it
happened, he won with the
Ace of Diamonds and alter cash-
ing 4 club tricks tried the spade
finesse and was one down. Noth-
ing remarkable in the defence
but North was able to reason
out the possible holding in the
declarer’s hand and planned the
defence accordingly.

East’s hand was :

8
331%87
$® Aglao
& AQgp

In the next deal, sece below,
North was declarer at a 3 No
trump contract. East led the 10
of spades and dummy disclosed.

765
$KQy42
 BEEE
& Q10
Bidding :
Norte East  Soute Wesr
1 & — 1 9 —
2 NT — g NT _

West  played the Queen
and Declarer winning with the
Ace, crossed over to dummy with
the Queen of Hearts and led a
small diamond on which he
played the Queen. East, now
on his toes, led a small club
and the declarer could make
only eight tricks, in all, for
East West made 3 clubs a
spade and a diamond, with the
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Hearts refusing to break cvenly.
The complete deal was—

(Decclarer)
NorTH

Sourn (dummy)

¢ K

4
®Jo83

& Q7

At the other table where our
good player was Narth, declarer
got the same lead but he wisely
hell off on the first round and
then won with the knave West's
spade return.  He now went over
to the duminy with a heart and
fincssed the Queen of Diamonds.
He thus made sure of his g
tricks by ducking the first lead
of the suit, for he made 2 spades,
3 hearts, 4 diamonds and the
Ace of clubs before losing control.
Declarer was correct in assuming
that the spade 10 was from the
top of nothing and was there-
fore able to make the contract
easily. It will be seen that if
East held the Kings of Spades and
Diamonds the contract was doom-
ed because he can always switch
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b when in with a dia-
!t::o:dclund East West can Jater
cash their 3 club winners when
East makes his king of spades.
The correct line of play was
therefore to assume that West
held the King of spades and t{:e
King of Clubs and to plan the

play accordingly.

It is to be noted that m f:ll
these cases the average pla)cé-
just does not stop to think an
analyse after a particular stage
and plays in a rather s}erel(l)—
typed manner. His play is t c;:;
obvious and apparently cnrr?c
line and it is often dlfﬁ(':‘llll. 05
the onlocker to buit m Ml]
point out that be_uer results
could have been achieved had a
different line of play beeu adop-
ted. If after looking at t}_us
article the average rubber player
begins to think and analyse
even the most common Ioolgmg
hand and find that the lttle
extra care he hcstowt::d _halts
vielded better results this article
will not have been written In

vain.

This deal, the last in .the
present series, was played during
the scmi-finals of an important
molussil tournament. The con-
tract was 4 spades doubled at
both the tables, but while the
declarer at table No. 1 counted‘
up the opponent’s hand correctly
and was happy at landing the
contract by skilful play, his
counterpart at the other table,
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found himself set one by good
defence.

South was deaier and both
sides vulnerable. The bidding
and the full deal was—

Sourn WEest NorTH Easr

— T @ — 1 &
2 ¢ -~ — 3:
gNT —  — 4
— — D’ble —
NortH
#Jwg:
Vo842
ATy
L
WEST East
&5 & AKQB876
¥ Ay ¥ K3

$ Quogbs2 @ 843
dAQio3 & 72

SourH
$ 413
$QJliwwé6s
$ K
dKJ8& ;5

South led H Q and the East
plaver at table ;1 won with the
King in his hand, played out the
three top trumps, then finessed
the Q of Clubs and foliowed it
with the Ace and another club
which he ruffed, North dis-
carding a heart. He now led a
heart 10 Dummy’s Ace, ruffed
yet another club, and then played
a small diamond hoping to find
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SPUth with the lone K of
diamonds. This turned out to
be just the way the cards were
dealt and declarer made his
last trump as South could lead
only Clubs or Hearts thus per-
mitting declarer to make his
last trump.

At the other table, however,
East, the declarer afier playving
111(1_ thegsarge order, viz., Heart

ing, sSpade Ace, King, Queen,
Club Q, Ace and ruﬁ',gpl%'ed a
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heart 10 dummy’s Ace for a
second club ruff, North discarding
a heart and a diemend, East now
led a Diamond but  North a
veteran player, dumb founded
all the spectators by overtaking
South’s King of Diamonds with
the Ace, pulled out declarer's
trump and Jed his carefully
preserved heart for his partner to
claim the rest of the tricks.
Well played North and what a
difference a good player makes !

By E. SoLoMoN

aestion—In a recent City
chéuc match (duplicate team
of four) T picked up the following
hand sitting, North ; East-West
only being vulnerable :(—
Nil .
3 AQio 8y
AKioy
& Qo9 8

West was dealer and bid
1 Spade. | bid 2 Spades and
was generally criticised for not
having the requisite strength fo;’
this bid. vas my bid incorrect -
Ifs0, why and what should I have
bid instead ?

Answer — Whilst, to the Dhest
of our belief, we are nat generally
inclined to be brutal we must
say that this particular bid of
North’s is one of the most horrific
reported to us as having been
made in a major tournament.
The immediate overcall in oppo-
nent’s suit, partner not having
spoken, is about the most sacred
hid that there Iis in contract
bridge. It is the only one that
commits the partnership to reach

a game after opponents have
opened the bidding. Obviously,
it requires the same strength as
a Culberston opening two. Gene-
rally, it also implies first
round control in the bid suit.
North's hand certainly complies
with the latter requirement.
With equal certitude it does not
comply with the former.

Sometimes guite good results
may be obtained by cue bidding
opponent’s suit with a view to

{a) ascertain a suitable suit
for a sacrifice, If circumstances
warrant this course ;

{#) indicate to partner his
opening lead.

Such bids are generally made
with  twe-suiter  hands, very
weak in defence, But with a
hand as strong on defensive
tricks as the above and parti-
cularly when partner has not
yet had a chance 1w speak,
there is no excuse for this bid.

North’s cue bid can only be
described as the act of a megalo-
maniac with delusions of grand-
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our, After it is made, the
chances of a tragic result for his
side are very, very bright.

What should North have bid
instead ? Surely there can be
no doubt—double!

Quesiion.—-The following two
hands aroused a deal of discussion
in our club recently. In both
cases I was South and the
deals :—

Has South got an opening
hand in each case ? The North
South pair missed a game where
South passed hand (a). They
got into serious trouble on (¥)
where South opened with 1 club.
The corresponding North hands
were - —

(a) 4 Ko87
v
5

(=]
o CPh e
o PR Ao

R e

m‘i—l

i M

=

3
54
Answer =—Both  South  hands
{a) and (b) are a “must” for
opening. Whether you play an
American or an English system,
whether you count points or
honour tricks on your fingers
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or your toes, open the bidding
with both hands. The opening
bid with hand (a) is obviously 1
Heart. Less obviously with hand
{6} the opening bid is also 1 Heart,

The question of South’s
opening bid with hand (b) is
really the only point of interest
in this enquiry. In the actual
event South opened 1 Club and
it iz not difficult to visualise the
subsequent bidding with its sorry
result,.  Normally it is correct
to open the bidding with your
longest suit, but with poor hands,
such as (b), another priaciple
predominates and that is * pre-
paredness.” You must be pre-
pared for any response that
partner will make in order that
your rebid will be at as low a
level as possible. Because of
your void in Spades, partner is
maost likely to bid this suit.
Therefore, ignore vour fifth club,
treat your hand as though it
contained four cards in cach of
the Hearts, Diamonds and Clubs
suits and open the suit next
before the void, m:, Hearts,
If partner makes the expected
response of 1 Spade, you rebid
2 Cluhs and holding what he
does hold North has no excuse to
pursue the bidding further.

Question :—Please  discuss  in
your columns who, if any one,
was to blame for the poor result

by North South in the following
deal.

_The North South hands and the
bidding sequence were :

r
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NORTH
AQJe72
Kio8z2

97
2

. 4
&
SouTH
s Kog83
Q953
¢ QJ 1o
& KQ
South dealer ; North South
vulnerahle.

N E
—S IWQ 6 28
2 & 3 & 38
4 & Double — -

The 4 Spades contract was
set one trick for a loss of 200

Answer —Sorry, we art not
prepared to blame either No_rth
or South for any of their bids.
North's bidding was impeccable,
whilst South, if anything, was$
on the conservative side an
might even have bid 3 Spades,

37

instead of 2 Spades, in the second
round having passed in the first.
The final contract of 4 Spades
seems to be almost impossible

to avoid. It fails only because
of duplication of values. © South’s
Q J 10 of Diamonds and K Q of
clubs are, completely wasted be-
cause of North's doubleton and
singleton in these respective suits.
If two rounds of clubs can be
played before two rounds of
Diamonds the contract may be
made, but of course we do not
except this to occur on reason-
ably good defence,

There does not appear to be
much cause for grief over the
actual result. A good game try
goes down—doubled it s true—
by one trick, whilst the opponents
might very well have a cold part
score contract of 4 clubs, If
such disasters are the only ones-
to worry our correspondent then
he is surely very lucky—and
rich !



BIDDING PAR—HAND
Edited by P. S. SunpAREsA IveR

In reproducing the deals of
the bidding contest, together with
the suggested bidding, the point
or points of thecry involved as
well as the match point awards,
the following patterns may be
followed.  For example (A)
where there is no interference
bidding, marks are given only
for the specific bids for which
the award is made.

Dealer : North. Vul: Neither,
NorTh,

4> HoCH
g Jok g
© O P
co:.o
wr B
[=3]

2 ¢ .. 10

No interference bidding,
Suggested bidding.

NorTH SoUTH
1 ¢ i
2 ¢ —

Point ; In response, make a
suit bid in preference to a bid of
one N.T.

Deal 2 -

Dealer : East. Vul : North South.

NORTH,

Award
6 & 11
4 & 4
Suggested bidding,

Sourn NorTH

2 : .. 2 N.T.

4 . 4 N.T.

5 ¢ .. 5

34 S

Point: The location of the K of
Diamonds and K of the Hearts
cannot be ascertained except hy
Asking Bids or hy some sort
of complicated cue bidding.
Full marks are given for six
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Spades whether arrived at I:?Y
direct means or otherwise. g o
marks are given to any ]a.m
attempt not ending I a siam
call,

Deal 5 ‘
Dealer : South. Vul : East West.

NORTH )

O o,

Qg

@ o>
o

w“—mpq

SouTH

¢ hoes boeh
3 >oR»
" 2330

TS

I NT.or2 ¥ - 10

Suggested bidding :
SouTH NORTH
1 N.T. .. Passorz ¥

ith 1
int: South should open w1
N.g?.uz\lorth not having the valuc}?
for a call, should pass even tlll-_mu[%1 h
with a singleton ; or i the
partnership plays a_we it

response, call 2 @. On an ope
ing 1 N.T. the olden style was
togregard the suit response as
weak., The modern is to re-
gard it as forcmg.

Deal 4 Vest 1 D
Dealer:West. Vul:Both West 1 L),

NoORTH
A Qs
AQrobsz2
$ K 10
& A3

3%
Sourn

J 4
$ %
® Q742
d10ogB742
Award :
4 W .. 1o
kR 4 ' 4

Suggested bidding :
WEest Nortrt East  Sourm

1 & Dbl — 2 &
— 3 — 1 ¥
Point : Where there is inter-
ference by opponents, as in this
deal, where W opens the bidding
the pattern may be as follows.

Force in Hearts. Acceptance
of the force in spite of the single-
ton H. K. is shown by bidding
4 H.

Deal 5 :
Dealer : North. Vul : Narth South
. Norta
dAK ]2
9 KQ]J
¢ AQ7
$AQs5
Sourn
‘ 10 4
¥ 106 4
K3
& KJjbso6y
Award :
6 N.T. .. Lo
6 & 6
4 or 5 N.T &



40
Suggested bidding :
NorTH SouTH
3 N.T. . 4
6 N.T. . ——‘

_Point : 4 & is a slam invita-
tion and N should accept the
invitation.

Desl 6
Dealer : East. yul: East West.
NorTH
e 10984
109 8
$J2
$Kogib
South .
3AQ3
K42
YAKQI6
& Ao
Award
3 N.T. 10
Suggested bidding :
SouTtH NortH
2 N.T. .« 3 N.T,

Point : The only proper open-
ing is a 2 NT. bid and grelly

then the 3 N.T. final
can be reached, contract

Deal 7:
Dealer : South. Vul : Both,
Nortn
963
10 §
$ Qrogly
$ Q64
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SoutH
3KQ:0
AKgjg3a2

¢J76

& K 10

Award :

1 N.T. .. 10
2 ¢ .. 8

Suggested bidding, -
SoutH WEest Nortu East

1 @ Dhbl.
1 N.T. — Pass —

or 2 ¢

Porrt © South must try to get
out of the penalty pass by East
and the most convenient indi-
cated bid is 1 N.'T.  Whether
N should pass the 1 N.T. hid
or call two Ds. is rather a difh-
cult point. He should probably
leave it in, if undoubled ; but
call 2 Ds. if doubled.

Deal 8 : )
Dealer : West. Vul : Neither.
NORTH

'y Q108
$AJiw08 73
L 4
& AKGs
SouTtn

3 AJz

Q2
®J976
$ Qo443 -
Award
4+ 9 10
5 & 4
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Suggested bidding :

NorTH SI?IU';"H
.. 1 NT.
' 9 .. 2 NT.
4 4 @
3 & o

Point : Preference for game 1n
the major suit.

Deal g
Dealer : North, Vul: East West,
NORTH
3 KQJ]iobi?2
A6y
$ 8
407 SouvTH
393 :
Q1073
$ K2
$QJ42
Jward .
i 4 ;
Suggested bidding
NorTH SoUTH
3 & .
or 1 & .. 1 NT.
2 & . —

Point: 'The North hand with its
spade shape and not more ‘than
74 playing tricks 15 an xd’::al
3 4 opening bid. South has
nou adequate strength of playing
tricks for 3 N.T. our for a raisc.

The alternative opening of
1 § with its natural sequence
is given a less favoured award.
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Deal 10 *
Dealer : East. Vul: Both.

NorTH

‘--—1—->

Igmﬁp
S

B |

o L

SouTH

E 1 2 1 L 1 X
et dats

oo

Wk

=
~1

Suggested bidding :
SoutH NorTH

] N.T. .. 2 NT.
3 ¢ .4 W

Point : Opening 1 N.T., show-
ing hearts on the rebid is forcing.

Deal 11
Dealer : South. Vul: Neither.

MNORTH
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Award :

6 ' . 10
5 ¢ .. 8

Suggested bidding :

SoutHn  West  NOrTH Easr

1 ¢ — 1 v 1
& +3 A
it 5 ¢ -

Point © North might have the
C A instead of HA. in which
«ase, there mav be no slam. But
on the bidding the probability

i5 in favour of H A. and so of

slam.  No marks for inere 4 .
There must be a slam 1y,

Deal 12+
Dealer: West, Vil : North South.

NorrtH

> e
Q70O
_—s W
w w

Souvrtn

gl
S
=
N

-
by
Pl

pPOoeP Poeh

y —
-

=]
e =

Award :
ER 3 . A 13
5 ¢ .

Suggesied brdding ;

NorTu SouTk
1 & =
2 & 2 N.T.
3@ 38
4 & —

The INDIAN BRIDGE WORLD

Point ;. Game should be hid ;
4 N.T. being inadmissible owing
to obvious weakness in 4. Gaine
should he atempted in Spade
even though only  four-carded.

Deal 13 :

Dealer © Norvth. \Vul : Boah,
NoRTH

S A ] o

L A1

®AQg8

dKIFhH
Sotg

Y AKQiIs542

$ AQaS
lward
6 & oI
6% ory & 6
Suggested bidding -
NORTH Souvrn
' ¢ L2
2 & 3 9
1 & .. 3 NT,
5 ¢ .. 6 &

Paint - -Sequence of bids unn)
the discovery of final fir. No
certainty about the grand slam,
The @ suit may not be a sold
suit. Opener may have o single.
tom or even void.

Deal 14 :

Dealer : Ease, Vil o Nedeor,
MORTH

@ Kiogl by

6

o

109 432

" JULY—SEPTEMBER 1955

SouTH
& .
wAQT4.
0AK10~98
& Q65

Award :

2‘ . 10

Suggested bidding :
s N
I 3 Y
2 ¢ o2

Point—Obvious misfit ; and so
let go at the earliest opportunm

Deal 152
Dealer: South, Vul: Neiih Seuth,

NORTIH

oeHh

SoUuTH

| N
Suggested bidding © = '." }
S N
Pass I N _3

2 & .. 2NJF,

3 ¢ - 3N

Point.—Third hand opening,
bidder must not rebid 2 ‘ but
should show strong normal hand

by bidding 2 N.T. :

Deal 16 :
Dezler 1 West, Vul : East West,

NORTH

2 @ .. In

Supgested bidding :

W N E 5
1 & Double - - 1 9
— 2 @ - -

Point -~ With a weak hand,
S should choose tocall 1 @ rather
than 1 &, since otherwise the
actual fit mav he blocked. 2 9 by
N is invitational, but South
properly refuses.
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We welcome the lollowing new
Members into the Association
and would request them to give
us all their cn-operation.

New Members——

1.

(€]

pos S -

10.
1.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.

8. Krishnamachari,

Madras.
K. T. G. Nambiar,

Tanjore.
P. N. Ranganathier,

Tanjore.

Prasada Rao, Tanjore.
Appadurai, Tanjore.
P. S. Natarajan, Madras.

E. & Natarajan, Madras.
G. N. Viswanathan,
Madras,
L. . Radhakrishnan,
Madras.
R. Ratnam, Trichinopoly.
G. E. Solomon, Madras.

M. K. Sabapathy, Madras.
B. Venkataramoni, Madras.
M. Sadasiva Rao, Madras.
U. M. Rao, Madras.

R. V. Karnad, Madras.

K. 8. Ramachandra Rao.

18. M. N. Reddy, Madras.

19. 5. V. Bijur, Madras.

20. W. R. Saranathan,
Madras.

21. €. R, Varadachari,
Madras.

22. 8. G. Bhat. Madras.

24. M. Rangaswamv, Madras.

24. B. 8. Duit, Madras.

25. M. R. 8. Thangavelu,

Karaikudi.

26. P. L. Arunachalam,
Kothamangalam,

Life Members—

1. K. 8. Narayana, Madras.
2. P. Ramanujiah, Madras.

Mrs. Josephine Culbertson,
who is now on a pleasure tour
of the East isnow staving in the
city convalescing in a Nursing
Home. The Secretary of this
Associaiion and the Editor of the
section paid a courtesy call on
her and requested her 1o give the
Bridge enthusiasts in the city the
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pleasure of seeing her in action.
Mrs, Culbertson is however
under strict orders not 1o move
and was thereforc unable 10
accede to our request. We hope
she will respond to our mwlta—
tion in the near future and also
write one OF 1wo Inten s;lmg
articles for publicauon in these

colummns.

The Executive Council of the
Association are ' again ‘acuv;:!y
considering the acquisiuon oth?:
building of its own for s
Association with a small '; c]ei
room and guest rooms with a p
conveniences for the .beneﬁt o
members. Readers w_lll recollect
that this idea was twice mooted
in recent years but the schcln;nc
was not persevered with, as enthu-
siasm among the Sponsors was
shortlived. The present sccm§dan
opportune moment for 'the idea
to bear fruit as the aﬁ'?.nrs of the
Association are now in an cn-
couraging statc and we hoge
that with the energetic co-oper-
ation of all members, the Council
will be able 1o make this dream
come true before the end ol next
vear,

The Executive Council will
be bringing up this mater for
discussion ~ during the annual
General Body meeting in Decem-
ber this year. Any suggestions
from Members in this connection
will be most welcome. All corres-
pondence in this regard may
please be addressed to:
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Sr1 K. GurubuTr,
Secretary, South Indian
Bridge Association
13, Pinjala Subramaniam
Road, T. Nagar,
Madras-175.

Members will be interested
to hear that the Andhra Bridge
Association have extended an
invitation for a challenge match
between the two Associations
to be played either at Madras
or Guntur, in the near future.
Details of the number of deals,
venue, selection of personnel, etc.,
are under consideration. The
idea of inter-State matches is
indeed very welcome and we
trust the Association will accept
the invitation without any
hesitation and also organise
gimilar contests periodically with
Andhra, West Bengal and other
State Associations if possible.

The Council also propose
having an open duplicate knock-
out team-of-four match, con-
fined exclusively to teams who
have not won any major tourna-
ment during the last two seasons,
along with the annual cham-
pionship tournament, for- the
benefit of those not qualified to
participate in the final rounds.

The Madras City Contract
Bridge League Tournament is
now in full swing. Fourteen team
have entered for this event this
year.

The position of the teams as on
25th Scpt. 1955, is given below.
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MADNRAS CITY CONTRACT
BRIDGE LEAGUL TOURNAMENT.

{Position of Teamsas On 25-9-1935).

2 . L3
=5 & T O
=% =z 3 %
Madern Institute
of Commerce § 8 - R
I" Nagar Social Clul 8 7 ¢ 7
Vepery Cluh 7 2 7
Gymkana Club g 6 4 6
K.R. Sundaram Lyer’s
team g8 5 3 5
Ramaratnam™ team 8 5 3 5
Mar. tcam g9 5 4 5
Suwruna VilasaSabba 8 3 5 3
Chennapury Andhra
Maha Saba 8 13 5 3
Burmazah She!l Club 9 7 by
8. L Vysva Assn. o oy o
Mudaliar’s tcam’ = 8 — H o
Rangachari's ttam = 8 8 o
A novel feature  of  this

year's League Tournament is the
handicap given to teams who
have not won or been runncrs-up
in this event during the last five
years, Special prizes have also
been offered to the team leading
among the non-winners and the
general interest is therefore ex-
pected to be sustained till the
énd. ’

The Madras United Club’s
anpual *wurpgments came  off
.durieg Aprd ‘ahd were largely

.p" attended: The mespogse to all

, © the five events cyng

ted was
very cncouraging, thanf largely
to the untiring efforts' of the

. Tournament Secretary, Bri M. 3.

Rgmalingam. My, KJ R. Sun-

“.«daram ‘Iyer’s team.who won the

beatitiful Rolling Trophy for the
main knock-out event deserve our

The INDJAN BRIDGE WORLD

warmest  congratulations  for
winning this event for the
second year in succession. This
performance was all the more
praiseworthy for they accounted
for some of the leading teams in
the city in the earlier rounds.
Following are the detailed results.

Duplicate Knack-out -

I. (Sundaram Iyer's Team),
K. R. Sundaram Iver.
C. R. Srinivasan.
C. Devarajan.
T. R. Samoo.

II. {(Ramaratnam’s Team'.

N. Ramaratnam.
C. V. Venkatesan.
G. N. Chary.

B. Venkataramani.
R. Sundararaman.

Duplicate Progressive -

I. (Ramaratnam’s Team).
N. Ramaratnam.
B. Venkataramani.
G. N. Chary.
C. V. Venkatesan.
R. Sundararaman.

II. (T. Nagar Social Clubj.

R. Sankaran.

P. 8. Sadasivan.

T. S. Chandrasekaran.
K. C. Ramaratnam.
S. Palaniswamy.

Patrs Progressive ©
NorTH-SOUTH.

I. R. Sankaran
P. S. Sadasivan. '

I1. M. K. Srinivasa Mudaliar
T. M. Kasturi. '
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EAsT-WEST.

I, T. K. N. Panicker.
V. R. Veeramani.

11. N. Ramaratnam.
C. V.Venkatesan.

Master Pairs :
I. C. Devarajan.
G. Hanumantha Rao.
II. K. R. Sundaram lyer
C. R. Srinivasan.

individual Championship: (32 Players)
I. M. Gokuldass.
1I. M. N. Reddy.

The Thegarovanagar Social
Club’s annual tournaments are
being  revived this  vyear.
Two additional events, open
to all, are being plaved this year

-and we are confident that the

response from local Bridge enthu-
siasts to all the events, including
Open Pairs, will be excellent.
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BIDDING PAR CONTEST.

As already reported in our last .
issue the Bidding Par Contest
sponsored by the Association
was played at the Corporation
Stadium on the evening of
Saturday, 16th April, 1955
and also at Coimbatore. Thirty
interesting deals were selected to
test the bidding skill of the
participants. We have given else-
where in this issue, for the benefit
of our readers the official answers
in cach case with the scale of Par
points awarded for the various
bids. The details of the indi-
vidual hands and the selectior’s
comments justifying each parti-
cular bid, will, we feel, be interes-
ting and instructive. Our con-
gratulations to the following who
came out successful in this event.

MADRAS CITY.
G. K. Gopalaswamy.
K. 5. Narayana.
Cotmbatore :

B. 5. Krishnamurthv.
- 8. Viswanatha Iyer.
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PREFERENCE BIDS

By N. MUTHUKRISHNA IYER, B.A., B.L., Tanjore.

In many text books the sub-
ject of ‘“Preference Bids” has
not been given the full treat-
Inent it needs, but only an
inadequate and incomplete theo-
retical exposition with a few
examples. Preference bidding is
one of the most delicate and
hotly dcbated phases of the
game, the whole question being
and resolving in what makes a
sound and intelligent ‘preference’
and the correct procedure largely
depends on the particular situa-
tion and also the style of bidding,
A common failure of partner-
ship is the inability to recognise
an alternative suit when the
original suit called by either
partner does not elicit any sup-
port from the other. The phi-
loscphy behind preference bid-
ding is that egotism should find
no plpce and that you ghould
not fegl that you and you.plone
must be the Horatic at the
bridge table. In the following
played deal Jo suppresses a very

much rebiddable suit in favour

of ‘bidls which better ‘describe
the strength and fit of -her hand:

she did not go blind and stub.
born about her own big suit
but admitted the possibility thae
there might be a better fit in
the 26 cards that gé to make up
the partnership helding. .

Brlding :

Nomre  East  Sourn Wl'.s'f
Mrs. . -
Culbertson Balfe Ely Jacoby

1 1 1 ¥ Y

24 Double 24 3 4.
-5 W Pas 6 @ Pam

Pags  Pam - - .

o No- 4
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‘i The opener should be well
conversant with the principles
underlying ;tlbc “Choice of Suxt_s”
for. the opemnng bid : otherwise
¢preference” by the res-
ponder will lead to unmakeable
contracts. For example:

‘Gouth holds : & A K xx
X KJxx: AJxx,ora
s'lightly \‘I'eaker ‘hand. I he
opens one spade, a possible res-
nse of two hearts would pro-
bably compel him to bid the
gmnor four-card swit at three
level, or commit the egregious
blunder of rebidding the spade
suit, or probably bid two no-
wumps despite a singleton.

~Beginning with the second
round, bids shall be made as
definite as possible and not as
vague as ‘pussible.  The re-tid
by the opener should ecnable
'his partner to read out not only
he honour strength but alsu
the distribution. The bidding
chould enablé the partner visu-
alise as much as possible cach
other's 13 cards perhaps only
' approximately, perhaps with cer-
tainty. The partnership must
be able to “courit out” the hands,
"the advantage lying in the selec-
don of 'the right trump suit
16 play, Tt is of vital importance
_to fixa trutmp suit, the combined

“Jerigth ‘and stréngth of which

should offer “a safe’ playatle
ghg rity,’ hfimclyl“B “cardk* whe-
VIR’Q’[{;‘)-{‘ ‘5‘-'3, &1 Gig.' The fear
"o pal Griound * truthp <uit'is a

AN

nig tmart ' to “adly good ‘player.  fine hand showing -thas there, is

Some players dread to be in a
combined 7-card trump suit,
but there are bidding situations
which locate occasions . when
game in a four-opposite-thyee
major Suit is safe, For example:

{a} South holds:

5 2

AQ7 2
$ Kiol8sga
&AJg

North holds: 9 : K 10 g
AJgb: 010854
Bidding :

SouTH NORTH
. 2 &
4 39
¢ & + @

(b) North holds: A K Qg
4: AQS8: A;: J&~

South holds : 10 6: KJjing:
KQi83: Ka. T

Bidding :

NORTH SouTH
1 . g ’
2 & 3¢
5 W A

North s jump o 5 hearts is- 1o
correct hic nnderbid. I the bid-
ding dal heen e

NORTH Soutn'
Y ) 2 ‘!"‘
59 . . .61

Notth would 'read” g 'heart
suit as a five-carder whern solith
bid it: at four level. i (This is 2
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sonwe wnerif-in - Rothstene ; con-
vention, [in which the respander
after -making a two-over-one take
out guarantees another bid. North
can- bid 2 spades with impunity
because South shall not drop
the bidding after his take-out
in 2 Diamonds).

Even as the ‘sign off” or
“rascue’  bids are pressed into
service to get over unsafe no-
trump bids  and misfit trump
suits, “showing preference” is
employed to get into a safe
trump suit, When a plaver has
bid two suits his partner muwsi
show which suit he prefers—unless
his hand warranis a superior
bid in another suit or in no-
trumps—the obligation to show
preference being * as sirong an
obligation on a Bridge playe
as the forced response to an
opening two bid”” The duty
to show preference arises onfly
where the responder does not
or cannot bid in a different
suit .or in no-trumps. The pre-
feregge consists by passing after
the ggecond bid or by putting
the partncrship to the first bid
. suit -at the cheapest level. One
ishould .be conversant not only
with the rules ‘ur conventions
but, glsp their limited applica-
tiong to. differing Situationg. The
ruley formulated are: r

] '

¥ Ptefer the longer sWt.cven
ribhshs, arg. hisher honour cards
difoe WSt & w Ihe

i 2t gitkAfich &;ﬁilkﬁgds in dittier ,

2t gl Kidts Sipvetniv thesfiranibid

5

guit even;if the second muiy i
stronger  in . {face! ¢ardyc: . oy, -
3. If thé second bl stife dahed
and the hand has ‘'no ‘additionat
values, Pass'is the Yy Preferdii -

is shown by’ PassiHg. ' v

4. If the hand is weak and the
second bid .suit does not agree
and if the first bid suit is pref
red, sign-off at the lowest level
by reverting to the first bid suit:
this is equivalent lo passing,

5. A preference is not a raise
and therefore if the hand is
strong and the first bid suit 'is
preferred jump one trick 'in’ the
first bid suit; and =

6. If the hand is Strong and
the seccnd bid suit is preferred,
it is simply raised. . . .

7. If ncither of the two suits
is agreeable but if the hand is
strong enough and the responder
has a rebiddable suit, it is raised :
or if the situation warrants t}lc
bid is made in no-trumps,

Rule (1) : ben v

We shall examiné the filles
now in more detail., The''fitst
rule is, in the words of Cylbért-
son, with greater Jepgth, in_ ghe
suit the responder. should” prefer
that. snit ; eyen., thoygh he''Has

. highey. casds -ip the, other!: 'he
. prclery., tae.,, L, 1, Whith
1

L

(]
jholds,  thrgs. rags . ¢ dit "in

th

0f shpe heldii emg o L‘

| mlma%f-,ﬁ%éf?%g ol
Bt

d is,

! ‘-‘-Wt.iomk‘vip v Fhils n qint
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where the - respohder’s hand is
soiweak thatithe ‘prefers to play
any gontract that it not doubled
andithe does mot want to get
higher } the other is, .as pointed
by Theodore A. Lightner, “parti-
cularly where. pariner has bid
his first suit twice hefore men-
toning the second, the first
smit shall be preferred unless
the ' responder holds two more
trumps in the second suit.”

Here is-a hand much debated
by the master solvers in the
American Bridge World. South
holds :

6rq:9J72:49865 4"
2_185 3 and,.the b?dding is :

NorTH East Soutn Wrst

1 2 & Pass Pass
2 Pass

‘Should south here pass the
bid of 2 spades or show preference
to diamonds? Culbertson is of
the view that even if the hand’s
weakness warrants passing, the
fesponder should not pass but
refurn to partner’s first bid suit
and that this is cquivalent to
passing. When the responder
puts the opener back to his first
bid suit, he does not assumc the
rcsponsibility therefor and the
opener shonld not assurne that
the responder has a moderate
hand : -thig, is a merc sign-off
at the cheapest level, us under
sule (6), -South has a definite
“duty 1o show preference even
i it be at a higher level, since
the ceanbined -hands presumably
bold: ping . diamonds but only
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seven. spades and the difference
of two more trumps compensates
for the higher level. North’s
bid of 2 spades shows more,_than
a minimum hand, at the'same
time also showing that “it is
short of strength to double 2
clubs, or call 3 clubs or 3 spades.
In view of this limited strength
North will not take out of a 3
diamond bid since game is out
of question, (Note that south
has originally ' passed).

But those who do not fully
share the view that returning
partner to his first bid suit 15
not any stronger than passing,
maintain that a bid is always
stronger than a pass, and there-
fore North might be encouraged
o go higher. If North is not
an expert hand but a dud or
an over-bidder it is better to
pass with a bleak hand than

rl;iisk a preference and invite trou-
e.

The first rule applies whether
the partner has hid his suits
in normal order or has reversed
!;‘hcm. When the player has
reversed” his first suit will be
normally longer than his second
and therefore though the con-
tract is a trick higher there will
be sufficient winners in both
the hands.
fule {2} :

The Second rule—With equpl
length in cither of the suifs,
prefer the first bid suit, even
if the pecond bid suit is stronger,
in face cards—formqulates more &,
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tendevicy than a rule. For exam-
p]e N : - : :
Norrtz East  Sovrn  WesT
"y 4@ Pass 1 NT Pass
‘2 § Pass

- South holds: & K 7 4;
¥g64: @10752:8KJo;
and he shall call 9 hearts. It
sounds well in theory to say
that putting partner in his first
bid is no stronger than passing
but in practice sometimes it
does not appear to work out
well. Supposc the bidding has
been—

Norta East SoutH WEST

1 Pass 1 NT Pass

2 Pass
and South holds the same hand
as shown above if South calls
here 2 Spades, North knows
that South has not a good hand
but cannot know if South has
a hopeless hand or can give
moderate support. Suppose the
bidding has heen :

Soutn WEsT
Pass Pass

Nort  EasT
1 & 2
3¢ Pass

and South holds: & g: 9 Jg 764
®w0:#J86532

South shall pass the hand and

allow the bidding to die. The

same shall be the bid even
if South holds two small cards in
each of the suits, Spades and

Diamonds. Having a bleak hand

South should not put North

back in spades even if he holds

two ' rage in Spades, and a

diationd : but of the two spades

. ?

if one is a top-hopour itiis beuler
to put back: Netth.in Spades:
Therefore: * when ‘there appe;
to be little chance:of lling .
any contract; and- a- further 'bid
may result’ in - a‘ serious;' loss;
don’t give a preference, pass. ™.
In certain situations, bpenér
may not be sure if preference
by partner is shown either under
rule (1} or rule (2) for example':

NortH East Sourn  West

1 Pass 1 NT Pass
2 Pass

South holds either of these
hands : :

Q@ B74: WK6: & 10
754: & K J 96

L)y #874: W A106: & J 10

52: & Qiog
and puts North back in Spades
in either case, How is North
to “‘count out” the hand of his
partner 2 Is he to take it that
South has equal length in spades
and hearts, or that South is
shorter in hearts ? If North can
with any reasonable certainty
find out that his partner 1s
shorter in hearts, he may try
3 spades,

A difficulty may also arise
when opener reverses, holding
{occasionally} 4 cards in each
of the suits. When the res-
ponder holds equal length in
each of the suits and if he has
ne means of knowing that part-
ner reverses with only g-card
suits, it s unsafe to put the
contract at one - trick higher,
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but hetter to play at the lower
contract especially when holding
higher honour in the second bid
suit. For example :
NorTH East  SouTH WEST.

i %W Pass 1 N T Pass

2 4 Pass ?
South holds : @ K7 4: ¥ g 6 4:

¢ 1w0wy752: & KJog South
shall pass. Even in cases where
the opener reverses holding a 5-
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card and a 4-card suit, responder

necd not put partner back in

his first bid suit if the hand does
not warrant it ; and Culbertson’s
example is,

NorTH East SoutH West
14 Pass 1 N T Pass
2% Pass ?

South holds: § J65: 4 9865:

¢ J63: & KJio Passis

the word for South.
{To ke continued)

-
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S By Pror. T.S. KRisuNAwURTAL.

. My friend, Ambrose Davidar,
has written elaborately about the
cory of the squecze in a recent
gilsucr):)f the I.%.W. The know-
how, of certain other types of
end-play have also been des-
cribed by some of our leading
contributors, like Rajam and
Reddy. I propose, in the fol-
lowing article,” to give a few
hands illustrating some not-so-
often recwrring plays. The main
thing is to recognise the need
for the play fairly early by clear
analysis and prepare for it

Hand-1

Contract : ¢ hearts hy South,
West leads a spade, E cashes
two tops and leads a third.
Now, declarer has a certain
club loser. Hence, his problem
is not to lose a trump trick also,
or, if he does so, to avoid the
club loser. He resorts to a safe-
ty play. He does not ruff the
2

.
s

"ee L INSTRUCTIVE HANDS| - o v

i e gram

[ A S XA

I AT B T
third spade but discards a cluby
This provides against Q'x X in
trumps with West -oc'i(3 B with
East or Q singleton With\West.
For, if he ruffs with  Age, Q x
with East will ‘make a trck.
If he ruffs with [, 10, or ¥,
West might overruff ; or even
if he ruffs with Ace; declarer
has to take the risk of finessing
the J towards West, and the
club loser is still there.

Hand-2

XXxXX X
XXX &$ AK Jioxx

Contract : Four hearts by South
doubled by East. S plays the
hand, thoygh N has 6 trumps.
During the auction W has men-
tioned Diamonds and E clubs.
West leads a club, E takes it with
the king and shifts to a diamond,
very likely, a singleton. On the
double, E has prebably also
the king of hearts and spades.
Declarer cannot afford to lose
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a trick in each of the four suits.
So he plans to throw East in
with the trump king. He goes
up with the diamond Ace, ruffs
a club, cashes heart ace, and
puts E in with the king of hearts.
Now E cannot lead a spade for
that gives Declarer a free finesse
and his only other loser is a
diamond. So, E has to lead
a club. Now comes the crucial
play. N does nro! ruff, but dis-
cards the 10 of diamonds! E
has again to lead a club. § dis-
cards a spade and N ruffs. N
cashes spade ace, and leads the
2. E must cover, or § will dis-
card a diamond. S ruffs the
king of spades, discards another
diamond on the J of spades and
cross-ruffs the rest and gets home.
This hand, like the first, is
another illustration of refraining
from ruffing, in order to create
an end. play.

HHand-n

X

SL..HH

X
x

n oaP
A

Qiloxx

9 X

x
X
¢
10X
M
s

‘A'.D';R:C:O
R
"
"

o4

10
X X
x X
KQxx

Contract : 3 N.T. by South—
West leads H small and takes

Q
Q
A
A

>0 <>
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the fourth trick in the suit and
leads the 8 of spades.

Analysis : Declarer is top weigh*
now and cannot afford to lose
another  trick, He is certain
of 5 clubs 2 diamonds and §
Ace. There is no question of
finessing  spades or diamonds.
He must, perforce. ty a squeeze
on E in those suits.  Conditions
for a squeeze will be recognised,
vrs, botrick short of contract,
menace cards in etther hand (S
Queen and D Jack here) and
entries to ecither (1) Ace and
D King). ‘

Declarer gues up with spade
ace, cashes diamond ace, and
runs four clubs. The end posi-
tion is this ;

Pk
3

Immaterial ¢
" 3

& Q —
vy —

$ 8

$ xx
The last club puts the pressure
on East who has cither to unguard
diamonds or jettison his master

spade. A good illustration of

the  ‘Double Vienna Coup.
Poor East does not make either
of the cards kindly (?) estahlished
for him by South.

-
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Hand-4
x
3Kgxx
o Ax
$ AKQioxx
K ' 4 $ xxx
chH;ax v —
$ 10X ®Joxxxx
&ox $ 8 xxx
$ Aog
PA]IxxxXx
¢ KQ=x
LR

Contract : Six hearts by South.
West leads spade king. It is
clear that all that declarer has to
worry about is not to lose more
than one trick in trumps. He
must not blindly assume that
trumps will drop two and two er
three and one. The safety play
is as follows :

At the second trick, hz lays
down the Hearts Ace. East
shows out. Now, South leads
a small trump and beats West’s
card, say, the 10 with the K and
leads back the nine. West may
duck or not, as he pleases. If
he ducks, declarer runs the
club, till West ruffs with the
master trump, and reaches har-
bour. If West takes the nine
with the Q, that is his one and
only trick.

By the way, it is interesting
to note that seven N.T. can be
made on the above hand by a
squeeze. South takes the ori-
ginal Spade lead unblocks the
club J, enters with Diamond ace,
and runs the clubs, gets back

It

to his own hand with Diamond
Queen. The three-card end posi-
tion is this : -

ex
Ko7
¢ —
& —
:% 10 slmmatcrial
L L 4
& — é
10
J
¢ K
& —

The lead of the diamond king
snueezes West in  hearts and
spades and South makes the

grand slam,
Hand-5,

Lastly, here is a tricky
hand which involves a squeeze
of hoth opponents in g suits,

i{(me

$ AKxzx

& AKX
$ X $ 9gxXXx
¥ ogxxxX Y Axx
¢ w0gx ¢ QJxx
S QO Jiox $axx

SAKQJioxxx

vJ

¢ xX

$ x x

Contract: Seven spades by South.
Please do not ask me how the
contract was arcived at or why
E did not double though he
held the ace of hearts | West
l=d club Q. Declarer has 12
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tricks pat. He must get the
13th in either Heans,. Dia-
monds cr Clubs. East has cer-
tainly the heart ace, for, if West
had it, having the leal, he would
almost  certainly have dou-
bled the contract and led that
ace. On this analysis, it is indi-
cated that West must, in the
end, guard his ] of clubs, and
East, his heart ace, and both
must guard the diamonds. Henee
this plan: Declarer 1akes club
king, draws trump in three rounds
cashes club ace, and 1uffs a
club, and runs the rest of the
trumps but one, The four-card
<nd position is this.
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$C

¢ AK\

$ x
-
¥ togx

$ )

| @ |
R
.

o qd

|

o ad

On the last wump, East and
West, must both throw diamonds
or their master club or master
heart, In anv event, South
makey alf. ’

pl

PREFERENCE SIGNALS

By T. K. Smivivasa IvENGAR.

The pedant promised to
meet us that morning. Apolo-
getically he entered the room
at 5 p.m. He said that the
railway scmaphove was the cause
of his delav. That signal stopped
his train and when it reached
the junction it was late and
unable to maintain conmection,
My friends who were with me
that morning had not vet gather-
ed. But thev arrived late and
hetter late than nevern

I thought within myself that
the pedant’s reference to railway
signal had some meaning and
that it was indicative of the day’s
1alk. His art lay in concealing
art. I was prepared for the
worst. The cards were dealt
and the bidding by us was
completed without his interven-
tion. He had a full view of
the deal and explained thau this
was a day of signals. We felt
surprised and could not follow.
He explained that this inorning
the railway signal halted him
for some hours and that. at the

. Bridge table, preference signals

were sure to stop him for some
appreciable time. The deal was
as iollows and the final contract
was 4 Hearts by south,

NorTH
& KQF6
¥ Kghb
¢ QJ3
dJaz4
WesT EasT
d A105432 &g
& ¥ 5302
¢ Kioj ® 97642
$» AQE6 & 108g2
SouTn
&]87
Y AQ])oB g
®AS
& K 5 [This dealis

from Reese.]

West opened his Ace of Spades.
LEast played the 9 on it. On
seeing the dummmy holding the K
and Q in it, West continued with
2 of spades. The pedant imme-
diately asked us to stop and said
“remember this play of 2 of
spades”.  ‘This was. undue in-
terference and  we  resented it
East ruffed it and was taking
tume for his wext lead. This
gave the pedant his wanted
chance to lecture. He said that
gond  players would not' have
hesitated so much and East’s
delav was due to want of know-
ledge of signals. We took him
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to be an intolerable bore. He
continued to say that the play
of a card had a definite meaning
and conveyed information. When
East played his ¢ of spades on
the Ace, it was an encourage-
ment to west to continue Spades
though no doubt East had a
singleton Spade, If East had
a_doubleton and he played the
higher one first and -then the
smaller, it would be an encourage-
ment or come-on signal or as
some players call it ‘Mckenny’.
So West continued his Spade
but his play of two of spades and
not any higher card asked East
to play the smaller of the 2
remaining suits, namely Clubs.
For, Spade had been played
and Heart was the trump suit
and the remaining suits werc
Diamonds and Clubs. He there-
fore asked East to play a small
Club. South played the king
on it and West took it with
the Ace. Now West played 4
of Spades. The pedant inter-
rupted the play and said authori-
tively “Waich and Play”. East
ruffed it and then locked art
the pedant who was alert and
unconcerned. It looked like a
prayer to the Shepherd of Israel
to cause his face to shine and
save East and his partner, But
the pedant maintained silence.
Anyway East read the signal
as interpreted before and played
a small club and lo! the face
ofthe Shepherd shone and there
was a glow of happiness in it.
He said that East had read the
signal aright. East had a feel.
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ing of self-satisfaction. The con-
tract was set: for, one more
trick was sure in Diamond. If
there was no signalling by West
South would have made the
contract of 4 Hearts, said -the
pedant. He said that at that
juncture we might know the
principle of echo and trump-
echo. When a single card can-
not indicate a signal, high-low
play may be employed. The
play of a higher card followed
i'{y a lower one was a come-on
signal as stated already cxcept
mn the case of “logical impossibi-
lity”. The echo he said also
showed distribution, When the

declarer played a long suit of

his with 3 cards in it play your
smallest first hut if you have two
or four cards in it play high-low-

He added that trump-echo was
different.

“When the opponent played
his trump suits, you should play
high-low with three trumps and
normally with two in it. This
must be followed when ruffing
as defenders. We felt that the
pedant was either famous or
honourable. And instead of blind
and noisy applause we preferred
an internal and silent homage.
The pedant read this homage
of silence in our faces and felt
cheered but not inebriated.

5till we were a Little vague
about what the pedant called
“logical impossibility’”. We ask-
ed him to explain it but he
said that his next deal would
impress us indeliblv. The deal

DECEMBER 19355

was as follows and the final
contract was 5 Spades by south,

NorTH
10865 4
852
$Kj2
& K7
WEesT East.

& J3
tfﬁgs ¥ KQJ743
& 8764 & AQ53
& 96532 & ]

SouTH

& AKgy2

¥ 10

¢ 109 *

‘AQIOB.}.
[This deal:
is from Le-
vinthal.}

Waest opened Ace of Heart. East
played the K on it. Seuth
dropped the 10, West was won-
dering what to play next in
spite of what the pedant had
said before. Was this play ol
K of Hearts by East a come-on
signal or not ? That was the
question in his mind. He led
a Heart next. The pedant was
all-fury and asked him to take
back the card played. In 2
huge voice he asked West if,
on the logic of the bidding, he
understood East to give an en-
couraging signal especially after
south threw away the 10. The
expression “‘logic o! the bidding”
opened West's eyes.  He thought
over and still nervously played
a small diamond looking hither
ang thither and diffident to face

15.

the pedant who shouted: ““Weli.
played”. Then he said encou-
ragingly that to err was human
and to forgive was divine. He
added that since, on the bidding
South should have very probably
a singleton Heart and East a
good length in it, East wanted
him to play the higher of the
two remaining suits and that
it was Diamond. Any other
play would have made the con-
tract ; for, south would have
played the trump suit and then
discarded two diamonds in the
dummy on his club length,

We thought that we had
mastered preference signals. The
pedant was not so sure. He
dealt the cards himself again.
The deal was as follows. The
final contract was 3 N T by
South.

NoORTH
& G3
L N .
¢ 84
& AKiogiqg g2
Wisi East
#9752 & Qg
¥ Ao86 $QJs52
®Jyirs2 ¢ K6
¢ Nil S Q5 ¢
SoutH
é AKS
¥ Ky4
¢ AQiog
& J83
[This deal i
from Shein-
wold.]
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. 4ol .
West led 5 of Diaméli!ils‘f ! E&s‘l) ll'\{i‘rgl {ilgﬁltning from his eyes

played the K on it afdYsfth®/

Momk isldvth sHe Nes. Kk per
ﬁjnl}lhméfbéh%%diﬂxw Y rp el
chyak Eat plpwogl low dni
a:‘t Wlﬁ-‘hﬁlu'ﬂ'd;’?ﬁ{kpﬁ: (‘.lu"llist
Maabbwedaniit and rhiscabged
Miamaiir o4 somidt,  East. fook
thes Aodk wigh his ). He wes
sHia Bk aweto sbat, o play. next.
She prdant.iwad veny impatient.
and waromumbiling thereby mak-
arig aamrfort Kbt al Wi achooling
findceone owame, o Fabt led his
1 ofSpadesd; The pedant’s wave
#ifw aRgslin Pseomountain. high
and the whole atmuosphere shrank
with  unysual F]t'('r'ld. We were
HERACE T Phd red vas  asked

{;ﬁﬂ ; iﬂt\;‘ "l;:?l:;*axﬁﬂ"llc direc-
"Eﬁ!ﬁ‘ ' %q this Q) of Hearts.
PAGEH N 'tiS‘.’Q’:Hﬁ: flashed

mid nevw 100057 o -

dhd”sai® that the two remaining

Snigs. - were - Spade. : and  Heart

and: west's ceiscardi of, & seadl
nart ) namely ; two. of iamaods
jnddicated.) thak  We  did; pat
want.-Diamondy wy Ln-..gimuin
and that he desired. East 10
play, Heart.. | There was ow Aab
facy in that logic. Tt was,
periees syllogivm.  We all lpoks
small.  But -afier all was $
and done, the pedant was . '#
good fellow and he calmed dowm,
had a cup of tea with us and ap
the night crept in slowly walked
vut follmved by ug up to fhe
threshold. We  talked to gach
other that the tempo was gradualr
ly increasing and that our powedy
of assimilation must he toned up.

Vb

MY BRIDGE PALS

By N. RAMaraTNAM* L 5

*Dapper, dashing and debonair’
that was how Sharma pleas-
ingly described G. N. Chari
our vice-captain. This description
does not provoke one toaquarrel !
A Bridge-player from the days
of Auction Bridge. his approach to
the game is essentially aggressive.
Heis fond of No Trump and often
to enable himself to play would
bid it first, irrespective of the
shape and strength of the hand.
Psychics fascinate him and in
spite of a catastrophe at a
league match when an € un-
understanding’ partner took him
to 7 hearts on his opening bid of
one heart he is still psychic! Occa-
sionally he double psyches the
same suit to throw complete dust
in the opponents’ eyes. But now-

" a-days, much to his chagrin, he

finds the initial lead of the suithe
has pgyched. Theinferenceis that
the general standard of Bridge
has improved. Mr. Chari’s bids
are bold. Sometimes they bring
good results; otherwise, they are
writien off as bad luck !' He is
not fond of post-mortem and does
not like to sit down and analyse
the hands that have been played.

If one happens or appears
to him to be a novice at the game
he will discourse at length on
Austrian Club openings, and tell
him about the conventions at
Portlands. He is too human
a Bridge-player, and his

KL

reactions on the tfable Jwill
be very noticeable. Me will e
quick to jump on any

an opponent makes an
exploit it to his advantage,
If by any chance he does not
fall into any trap, however
obvious it may be, set by the
defenders and brings home the
contract, he will gloat over
his triumph. Nor will he miss the
opportunity torecite to you about
the greatness of the waters of
Cauvery on whose banks he was
born !

Chari no doubt brings some
inrest and pep to the game.
An cvening’s game of Bridge with
him will be thoroughly enjoyable.
“I'he pity is you cannot wean him
away from Rummy!

I should probably have star-
ted with the description of the
Genius, capital G, capital
everything, Number 1 to us.
His parents have named him
Venka'aramani. The one thing
that stands out about him
js his colossal estimation of his
ability in this game, Natu-
rally, his opinions of other Bridge-
players are apt to be on the low
side. His critics must, however,
admit that his play of the cards
will get the approbation of the dis-
cerning few. He is familiar with
squeezes, strip and throw-in,
and other advanced plays. And

A

. N;‘:o—bé ;:o;:fuscd‘ with K. C. Ramaratnam.
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occasionad! wubcesser gb toihls
Pludt Fod:a-week: he 'would b
+ abeut - his! i wonderful
ybIhuning! such: /periods: we,

jcvew; earchaily avbid him - Ia
thel, odededt. Pairs-Progrossive
Hiatchil cdnducted by the: S1BA
and !'plaved in our Club, he
didOnot:'misé the opportunity
ofiai Bgueeze  play.. Unfortu-
wately: ¥ :happened to be the
victitn ! My partner led the Dia-
mand! King' to'a contract of
four 'spades’ by Venkataramani
"(sitving North.) The hands were.

usif T ..lNORTH

e X

Axx. . 9Q
Jo¥XXx, 4K

H"KO’“‘ o

e ERT NY SoutH
b i e X XX K
e ool rod xx
il il gprxx
e ) g X
P tead O the Diamond King
frivig Klin ;Aﬂt‘ to four- helped him
i)' i small EXtenit Yo bring about
» (HE' sqliedzel” - After winning the
gick, ! stialF Diariond was
tiftfed ¥4 this 'was” won
mi'me Abwol Diathonds by e,
Noticing the singletoh' Cluby T
payedithe Ade ofiGlabhs with a
viawi! 1o dtcoine the deblarey as;
thrthe ldeatibit of thel Club King,.
On theAcey - the IClub. Queen

n

was-! dropped- by . the .declarmy
Afier atgreat huddle, the. muddls
wes perpetrated!. A . trump. wps
lead, which enabled the dgelan
rer to bring about the  squecZe.
The tick was won with Ace ol
Spade. The King of Spades was
played pulling out the remaining
trumps. The Queen of Diamonds
was  then cashed on which
a heart was discarded from the
Dummy. The Dummy was €g-
tered with a trump and all the
trumps were played leaving the
end position, as follows. g

NorTH
‘._
¥ AKx
¢ —
& ]
WEsT EAst |
=t
$ Jxx ¢ —
$ K & 10x
SoutH '
3.]—
I0X X
‘_ 1
& —

On the last trump West was

badly squecezed and the King'

of Clubs was thrown down-in:
disgusty to guard the knave off
hearts. As the King of Clubs fell
the. dﬁlamr " hollered -out-dnl
triumph at his great’ play G

Genius had provetd himsedf.1n Thit
Genius glared wriumpharitly biubsis
Partier,' who was’ no:doulst a A
ssruck atithe wonderfud play, ap

they shook hands sather vigtentdyd

mﬁ”@w VGV AY

Thi dgiiecze bould, liowever; have
Blesy edﬂﬁgmgm King of
Clybal ! Needless' to say, 1 moved
6 the next  table with & gluod
fite > This deal had an intere tind
sequel: ' After the next progrest
stoiy, '!" Samoo, - “who ' was
parthered by Sundaram’ Iyer,
é%m'lé*‘to me and expressing

e at the result of this
dedl at our table, enquired as
ts ‘how the contract was
aflowed to be made. ‘ Squeeze’
was ' the monosyllabic reply
made by me. When he
moved on to the table of the
Genius, for the next deal the
squeeze idea had been planted in
his mind and in the deal that
he played, he played himself

" intoa pseudo-squeeze giving ano-

ther top to the Genius. This,
however, made no difference to
the result of the ma:ch. The
Genius and his partner werc no-
where in the top.

Essentially an optimist he
always overbids hoping to make
the extra trick by his superior
play or by the slip which
he is sure the opponent will
commit. He does not like to be
defeated and will not stay
arpund .if he felt that the match
Had bheen lost. If after the play
was ever at his table he rushe?!
hame;-which 18 just oppesite our:
Chib, it wiould be clear 1o us that:
thé [ miatch  had been losi. It
wiould -lso:ibe clear o us as. o
where the match was last. . o
b, ¥ Venkatesan. - ‘He is the
balwatki7of 1 eur teams » Consi~

L

dering the famthat hisiseickoso
thie jame. rathehoeeently it shi
be:said: that habas made apakl
p‘ngtﬁ!a‘:'rq\hl'mtwﬁmﬁhéd'(tﬂ
onlerbid chieihas Aok i

a natumabbiddert  While.he dom
uot 'Hout' the iGokdsbbak: e wikk
not fail ‘to-open: podded bex
purely distributibnal-vraduesOnlg
the other day,.on:a-thigd hand,
he opened on abapel1 ¥ hehoun
tricks but on good diswibutiony
His hand was Queen. Jdgk tofiver
spadcs, Ace {0 sin heastsand;
singletons, (7 point; okly)and
won the auction at 3-hearts. And
h* made it also ,!Jl' /'

As a dummy, Sitngy opposite
him. you can .-sit: «cqgnfortably
with ~ the fecling ghat he
will bring the ~ cows home

safely. As a L%cfcnder yqur?ﬁi

feel a certgln  strength
mind with th¢ realisation” th
vou are not alone in fry

maich your wi® with your'o
nents, and that ‘ydur partner
was working -with. yougto defeat
the contract, - Therefpare . few-
days when he -isp off his
form. He is, howevegy, quick to
admit a mistake when e commputy-
oue and unless provoked, doe:
not indulge in mujual, recrimiz
nations, If, however, Y

R
him on the wrong side he il ;

at, you, hanyner and ‘Hﬁh&ﬁ T

raxaly, cqmmit, she. folly 9 ki
rnaung )h}ml‘a!j;ni~. A LR TR TNV A
- It prepdring: this vdridedeyild
happened to - abk him #br @ hanik
o twh that’ hel icbnsideped:! wirth
reporiingi: i Mevigave vinevh fe@
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itealh wianhi dirkhedotustosbellit
Handktiglayiadiwell dishiwuiipold
a1 *ii# tnomno seni sasch
ghddestipan it pdre, av-Elhate
Koo shINe o akngrosm o hiz
hegeipinek rdizand howovehigdve
youloirslddabWasrplited wgeher
asaPajis-ProgregsivematchyAfeer
EERINE H1drutods nbmigm,, we
eadbed, 1 ,ﬂmmuqu&-&ommqt

R s e rgng,. noxt
qﬁﬁhh‘)( -+ A% :lﬁhf:u ql“m““
ang - alter, & peek inta.his hand
1 salo bagk,) 3nwaggh. hig, sweat

it out. "There were anlr cleven
top  tricks and I felt a grand
slam Tavltd fewl# Rrtde! tho rhuch.
Lhbidiends were oy -

s 9u) e INDRTET -

¥ aatnsug(fq{ FEOY

-birrot &

STt B o0
FN 20IEDIPR X Wikt
Agnodr Ly, ngi-@ﬂ'g:, -
To 1 1ot
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ynerdd:and thec df Hosrld
wmfinessed ibvive dexiimousol;aind
twedn t nlbewia srderwitmo dif

tulaguz Odmplibiexmingy-him, taedl
yet dhiding rhiroqfer his rishooss
Hbntubledrhawrhis had el blds
neg oo binkd: dhve: dittesse abothe
weryt Gt futmded (Thee jneplyi wis
wefl surprising: §to: me)y: e saif

that.inor-ohe would . haypichad

arty difficulty n playingthe
The Queen and the ten of * heara
were hoth sticking out a mile’ in
south’s hand et
R
)‘1 41 it
We call him by several: ndméb
and he can live up to every
of them ! He is the fifth miémbet
of our team and occasibna“?
the fourth. R, Sundararamdd
is his name. He will play motlet
rately well, if he does not ik
the game seriously ! It igi wheéti
he begins to think seriousty tHAt
the touble starts, ‘Whed' he
does so he is most likely to ot
mit the mistake playhig'“8
trick ahead or [ail to ‘sée
gmppmg of a vital card“”HE:;
owever a good partirer ‘to
with 3 -forthe ig P:ever Oﬂ'ct’iw
or-2Hiige: W1 Kig :}ialrmcr g
whes he (bisparipgr) enmmifs 2
SR o, 7; ““?:Pkﬁ'n e
*Hﬂhhi N amna\uvc 1,}1¥hhewxﬁ

’ nmta
& M’“‘l’k le‘h‘ﬂ .rrn 11‘['1[’"!1915

& Blerdrin herguhibussthathmie
does mnot fail to see the lighter
side of ‘things. In a recent

* x *

surprisesstootd—TFhe-rest-need-nor—Progressive —event—he—and—his
be narra e, Theadummidogar bepeetriboi Raimni totd each other

« nistake, ant:

mamnnuggg AR (A3

Miflbﬂr Iﬂ

sdtiuaniel -ofmD; arhﬂdlw
ﬂ,ﬁl.,m (wouldiiemeli IS“PPW"

Tof the oppondnm-md. e
nt;l:titbt‘l goarrel, ac: ljwelyl
Sindararaman tosk sideof ona

ents}, whiile: Ramasi
ﬂf{ﬂh?ﬁn}:mugumcm ‘or . othet
in..support of the other playet.
Each FAnding = swpport in the
enemies’ quarter, e Lwo op-
pondnts staried quamrelling with
each other and the quarrel came
to a high pitch’; all the while our
friend enjoyed himself thoroughly.
If. ay any time the quarrel looked
abating he saw to it
that it was kept up by edging
jm,, with  some sympathcuc
mﬁj,ark infavor of his ‘candidate’.
Once, after a none (00 good per-
ce he and his partner
{ppt, Ramani this time) moved
¢uf,, when the tournament
d‘.{rcc:.or gave instructions to the
players to move to the
pext table. As long as he does
gt ‘takc the game seriously
you (will find Sundararaman a
yery . likeable partaer 10 play
with.and a game of bridge with
hig, is also highly entertaining.
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% et Sl 9” t:n readmg ahout
pands not seem to
?qqlfed th; habis, of put.
g fhetc, fngf ' prings of play
W0, prag qca 1 his daily game.
ut;ng Ftwlf & Glub’s Bridge ‘table
;wc L wo dcred at the
co}ossq n,wp Fr of pomts thrown
dway  da ” 3, ;hc better-than-
qver:?ggg v md;ﬂ'crcm and
qﬁc% ;:;}F,e pay The fol-
owngi q.nq?, 111ustrate ‘the ad-
vgt};ﬁgc of h[tle gare in hand-

g, b 26 rards, |,

>Canyou cotnb-up | tng" -1
il the! thy diehly dérailed below
B gbebirer; ' Milrky accompl-
M ﬁ]hye}f mistédi * the simple
I 8fibkAy. Th fact - he did
lﬂt;f;di?'“tg:’ ¢bmt ‘W8 winners
callyivor i he did, his
ah‘dl}ls‘ls( ésrm’éol‘pl-ete -
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wah{ “Ef’As't“fSouiH' Wgsr
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;_: et J!{J fnél Nerph hu__u! r

/ a ey
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W” led G ”smiéh”a’r o, f,s
on wh:ch N

layed th
and _East ]?B?m.; D -
and Dumm¥’s hands were ! g
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QAKa '
9 1094
010743
$ A4
Declarer could count g tricks
if the Hearts broke evenly,
Ace of diamonds was with W
and East West had four clu
each. The hands however wer
dealt differently ; the declare
was fortunate in making t
correct guess as to who héld

the Diamond Ace when he:

ducked the first 1wo leads:-of
the suit (as the cards taglo
He took West’s Club  return
at trick § with his Ace but then
suddenly lost his head and some-
what sheepishly plaved off
the Ace, King and- Queen of
Hearts only to find West—show
out on. ihe third round, Fbo

late, he atggcked the. digmen:
suit a,qd,{ n East wan, wit
the:. J{cc) gashed his, ,kx;av’

of ). chcam nd led a spp
the dcclarer 31@ rately he
that West hc tg jack of dia-
monds. East*k , held this

DEOEMBER 1985
Dummy’s . top hearts. - It was

28
The bidding -

ﬂ?ﬁefhxhﬁp(g:’f: (ﬁ ﬂlowmmm}'. ﬁfUQ.?‘ A I@’F“c’l ng WesT
2(

plete deal) that the slmple ﬂYT

to make sure of g tricks
tz concede e 2 teiclks l‘ht)’ﬂ'lc

D:amond Suit.tor and make
nine tricks ( jop himglef, uz., 3
hearts, 3 Spadesj Diamonds
and the Ace of Cl As long

as West did not have the Ace
of Diamonds the contract was
a lay down the only precaution
necessary being to finesse for
the knave of Diamonds against
West who held the master

C‘Jubs

8
*J g 6 5 3] 87 746
¢ AJ 65

Q 10 8752

‘. Almost a similar situation arose
on’ this deal, South playing 2
4 No Trump contract. The four
hands were :

NORTH
Qg4
3 AQio32
... &by :
ST 44:\73
WEST. o ¢ - « East
F . it 04
xwaa X 314--

S\ | viondgy Qg av IJ
Ak q‘h ivi ‘!‘ ’iﬁ‘s’% 1o

i 4¢2
f:g})ri ri)?mw:%ulnl\ mh
-sib 1o d9pp o s endd 1grir

213. J  zhoom

eid blod 4 }
ot aldn 26¥¢ %h' 10 26 bis>
¢lnism 2 g Wnoy a1 1sed

3 Ay 2fy o1
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3 -l» & —
‘é’er sk é
fﬁcks quo e ﬁ’tﬁ "&té( }
Spéd W

the Ace Tﬁ& ‘M’&’ HCHE%J &'
declarer makm§ ﬁin’ RS Y
¢

in making. ‘at r‘éé'hlc
in the Heart Smt f‘?d r “ehity
T

West should bl: At 1hc‘.
King and "N q:’fh
had to mafk AR i s]p j
to make thell'” dorlt ?aét

netting five cliibs i End: o
this argument it 'was n
rctamgall th'c'"ﬁv T!’ﬂ drtd" 'Eﬁ
rovide against 'th "ﬂhbgml’i
grcakmg The" d&cfm-er,‘ fitibi
ever, had discarded a sthall'he cait
from his hand yearlier romathe
diamond lead, only: te, ,ﬁn,qﬁ later
that the clubs.did got. break .and, -
all the five bearts. slmnld haye,
been preserved for imkmg the;
contract. The cards ware. .£xactly,
as he ould  have )mshgq,,
West holdipg 8 K. x.Deg -

the club’" suit’ “brb%':; Hli(

; his sh
) :;“s‘“}.i’i“’n?ff;i‘a%lﬁlf ?ﬁ{m

The next deal was slnghdy\\h&e
complicated., . West, was degles
rer at aifou( hearts co
The. bldchpgﬁagld the four
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AKJg42

Q
S AKQ8y
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South led the Ace of diamonds.
North playing
then shifted to a low bpadc
Declarer thought he saw a gleam
of light and winning with the
Ace led a law club to the Ace,
finessed the heart Jack which
South took with the
South led a second small ‘Spadc
East wisely played a Small Spade
from dummy to ruff in his hand
Two more
rounds of hearts revealed the bad
news that two trump losers were

likely had the singleton Ace
of diamonds and. refrained from
had been
made the play was simple since
all that the declarer had 1o do
was to make sure of an extra
club trick even if the suit were
divided four and two by leading
a second club to the Ace, play
the Quecn discarding a lmmg

The INDIAN BRIDGE WORLD

club ibefore  throwing Bouth
in with the Jast trump. South
had only wwo spades left now.and
East-West could make the King
of Spades and the now set-up
club for ten tricks in all, All
this of course was crystal clear
but East was in haste to cash
his Spade and after discarding
a diamond thereon led the
Queen of clubs only o find
North showing out. North-South
made two trump iricks, a spade
and a diamond to defeat the
cantract,

Lest readers should think I
am speaking only of hands mis-
played, I shall now describe two
deals in which the dcclarcr visua-
lised the gpponents’ cards car-
rectly and was able to steer clear
of danger..

West was declarer playing a
four-spade contract. The bid-
ding was simple.

NortH Fast  Sourst  West

. — 2
by ¥ e
NORTH
& Kijs
¥ Ky
® AKgg
& K86y
West East {Dummy)
:AQ1108542 —
3 A6542
®9 o872
& Al ‘ng,‘_g
Soura
2583
Jiwgs
QJioé6s

TRLTav é’k’“n‘&?&‘ VIAIGVT AT
f“x‘ th ?'a‘éﬂ“lﬂ‘e

% o iz

pii¢t Pt tH
&w and L Whg % aécﬁﬁ
&!pmm i qt\, s
f ﬁ«'ﬁh’ ':\ b, W Q{iéui)
‘}‘l;)'“'h . la{'rd areed - '11‘16\‘».-8
S il “mm.h “didd-hot nter
“’5’”1 not declarer be lu:.mql :
ﬁHﬁbl fe extra trick m (‘}ll)\
the, cluly finesse be nglu n
qt“tﬁken

LT

Cfheclarer wied the simple {u;:\
of "'pia\"mq the queen of :‘Lu >
[eom “dummy this age
Ind when South did not (‘ui\lc:
went up with the ace m]d'-d],f.,[
plaving: trumps nagle ]'hk-‘i‘n
v C(mcequ three UK f)'—
ali. one each in Spades.  Dia-
meiids and  Clubs. He gl\l\L
Wnpell an exna chance n}{ ]pu |-1
ing up the King of (‘Lll ): J
South had held and coverce 1l \
the lead of the queen but \!\ md
South did not ablige he playe

- afi v ing  with
?}Jllt "([Lfl\ llr;gd l‘lglxill” blll](l
of By ! nnmr | tdc'ij ,f‘.i:u :
have seei ;l Je, 1111( (I‘P;\l
ﬂy’. {inesse, npting as 1 JEJ ; ],
North awqulg return a clu

o1 n;j_\( f« y1 with his Lpl‘l}.[
‘md ti coniyg }evmu]d 1 :]
hecu tulmd Bn(b reasoning

indced. f {, TR

Here & \Ll ansl'lu deal \\h(:lrc
declarer made th¥® mark by

B

Pvas pl
good play. 93GER"was playing
a  six-dianidei Chidact,  the
North Snuth liasd W being ; -
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vesll 83 TeaW
con W RIO2 A

c WisA £ & Eastg ¢ &
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¢ Kios2070Wa\o743
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& 0874 /“} 3
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¢ e RORIN INGE et
. TN RNTRRD 6“‘]]]1} I’mﬁ
West Ted thesevan  oFlIdi!
monds, TheicTatbe! Hid derehysg
having pedched 4 FAA uit;ﬁﬁf
carefully )L;fJnE‘H” 8 ])’l%é g sty
pL ved the e of é Hﬁ“m
uur.: Ién;lti nH’ n,
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discarding all his hearts and
East a spade and hearts ending
in the following position

NoORrTH
‘ —
vy -
‘ -
& Ao 3 2
Wesr Est
_ é
¢ = i
$ 0y L W
SouTh
e 9
¢ —
& KQsjs

The INDIAN BRIDGE WORLD

‘When East played the jack
ol clubs at the eleventh trick,
declarer correctly pictured the
opponent’s hands and inferred
that East’s remaining cards were
the ten of spades and the ace of
hearts and that East must have the
ten and another of clubs. West
would have led the king of hearts
nitially it he held the Ace and
King of the suit; since he did not
West probubly held four clubs w
the ten. On  this reasoning  he
confidently finessed the ten of
clubs  and made twelve tricks.
Well played again. What success
altends the efforts of a player
who can think and analyse the
fall of the cards at each stage |

BIDDING PAR—HANDS
Edited by P. S. SunDAREsA TYER.

10 2

UR 4 . .. 10
Suggested bidding -
NORTH. S'OUTH
1 ¢ 1 @
aNT 4NT
58 A 4
Point - With an opening bid
strength in his own hand, oppo-
site North’s force, South should
make the slam try.
Deal 18 .
Dealer: East. Vul: North South
NorTH

6’108432

SoutH

w O

©
=
»N

o4 POed
NRER RS
’-ﬂ{__'r._,p

® o3

Jward :

3 & TG

Suggested bidding :
Souts, NorTH

1 ¢ 2
2or2NT 3 &
South must pass 3 &
(Sign off).

Deal 19 :
Dealer : South. Vul: East West
NoORTH
& KQs5y
¥ 864
¢ A2
& AJS
SouTH
$ A1vgbge
v A
¢ EKQs53
& K7
Award :
7 & ‘ R
6 & 4
Suggesied bidding :
Soutn NORTH
P & 38
4 & 4 N T
5 N T 74

Point: 5 N T is a grand slam
force which N with two of the
three top honours in Spades
(viz.) K Q accepts with a bid
of seven spades.
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Deal 20:
Dealer : West. Vul : Both,

NortH

Award :

14 .. 10
Suggested bidding.

West NortH#  Fasr  Sourn
i 2 ¢ . 2
— 5 &b — 3

Point : Jump overcall in the first
instance, rather than a t3ke-
out double which would be
definitely bad, since it would
block information of the strong
two suited hand. Preferring part-
ner’s rebid suit with his Q 5, in
spades, he should bid 4 & rather
than -insist on either of his own
suits,

Deal 21
Dealer: North. Vul: North South
Norrin
e AJS8
J6=2
AQuros4
65 .

The INDIAN BRIDGE WORLD

SouTH

Q 1o 5
z Ao 2 7
® 73
$ Qg8
Award ;
2 .. 10
23 eos 4

u

Suggested bidding : o v

R

Norru Easr Soutn West

I BN 1 —_

2 . ‘ —_—
Point : Suuth should make a free
bid of i @ and North should sup-

port South’s Spade bid rather
than rebid his &
Deal 22
Dealer : East. Vul. East West,
NORTH
sj7 _
KQJ6s4 .
¢ Kogg '
& K'6
SourH
3 AQroz2
0\53
QQ‘
Award
4 ¥ . 10
'} . Y ‘: 4-
Sugaested bidding : K
SOUTH Norta I
1§ 1 9
1@ 49

Point : After South had o
the bidding, North must i
on game in his own ltﬁt

DECEMBER 1955 ~

: poedr doer
e SRR

Y
w.

7NT tg
79 e
Suggested bidding :
SouTH NORTH
1 2 ¢
4%T 5 @
sNT 69
aNT —_
Point : With all the four Aces

and Kings between them and
the ]ongg:padc suit the grand

slam in N T is the proper finishing
bid,
Deal 24 :
Dealer : West. Vul : Neither.
NORTH
eA54
AS83
¢ Awg
#KJj42
SouTH A
83 .
$xio6sa v
& 832 i
S 105

29
Award :
3¢ ' LoB 10
Suggested bidding :
NorTH Soutn »

I NT 2'
a NT

Point : North must pass g'

{Sign off)
Deal 25 :
Dealer : North. Vul : E@:t West

NoRTH >

10 4 3
’?J5
32
d AKgs
SouTH
K62 '

Suggested biddi{:g :
NORTH Sourn

1 1
i NT 2 NT

Point ; North has not got the
strength to accept the game
invitation.

Deal 26 :
Dealer : East Vul : Both.

NorTH
eﬁs

¢KQJ42
- K842

LTV

o



Sourn

A ,
3A5Q';I'°43 e.

:.?53

Award:

g t .. 10
o 4.
Suggested bidding :
SD;TH Nortu
I 2
24 —_’

Point : Obvious mish . Danger-
ous for North 1o show the other
fuit at the three level.

Deal 27 :
Dealer : South. Vul ; Neither,
NorTH

>4 Hoed

T ERER >0

:

6NT .. 30
4 NTorgNT
Suggested bidding :
Sourn Norrit
aNT 6NT
Point : Against a 2 N T opeging
bid, North should straightagay

bid the sure slam cspegually
with the two tens. R

h

Th: INDIAN BRIDGE WORLD
.Dcal a8 :

Dealer : West, Vul : North South
NortH

$ix
8
A:o‘I 4

Award :

% 4 L F 1D
54 4

Suggested bidding :

NORTH Soun

2 9 a NT
3 s

Paint: Even though South hasfour
clubs as compared to his three in
the heart suit, he should ex-
press his preference for the heart
suit, since with his extremely
weak hand, a final bid in clubs
at the five level would be dan-
gerous.

Deal 24 . i

Dealer : North, vy . Bnth.:
NorTi

AK gy ;.

iI0g 862 4

$ 2
$ Qg

\ Sou'rn
, %54’
N7 4
& Ao 8 «
AKsj
d: .
dwar to
1 A 8
-Buggested bidding
L NorTH SoutH
Pass I NT
29 2 NT
3 . 4. or
i

Point ; Opening one N. T, not
unbalanced distribution and the
bids are intended to show' the
specific shape of the hands.

Slight preference for the spade
bid {i-;})prather than the Heart
suit.
Deal 30 :

NORTH

AQs
6 4
5 :

Qio86

SoutH
J o

Qo087
97

Award :

10
4V

Suggested bidding : .
SOUTH NorTH

1 @ 2
2 NT 33
4 @

>0 €y Hoeh
PERA R

31

Poini; Two N T I8 an invita-
tion to game ; and N acceps it
by making a bid ; whatever the
bid the understanding is that
it be carried to game. ‘

In accepting the invitation, N
should show his three-cards-
heart holding in order to %ive
an option to South to fhish
with 3 N T with a four-card-
heart suit, and with 4 hearts with
a five-card suit. .
Deal 31 : '
Dealer: South, Vul: North Sshth

NorRTH

2 N {5
{only if N opens with 1¥)
Suggested bidding :

West NorTH East
— — 1¥ 24
4 ' —— _ -T-

Pont - N should make the third
hand opening bid of one heart.
South, after the opponent’s over-
call, has no technically correct
bid, but his hand is too strong
tc: pass. South should bid 2¥p
though without three-card sup-
port—a choice of least evil.

SourH
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Suggested 61'ddin_.g{.‘ Yoy

Nt
5, & S h
> “-“ "‘.‘15 ¥

18 &

.-_:E(gnf._r Oy e &, two-il
. opdping bid, the jumpbid of £
o @ conventional significalvce,
mfiu.:atmg a weak hand; Yon.
laining at least fogr trumpe- . to
the Q, no card higher than a Q,
and no singleton in the hand.
S;rlugze ;nl); sc}cund contr?'l is ne-
satived by the response 5 ¢ is
an asking hid rcquiri&sinfor-
malion regarding the third réund

control in that suie. Havi
a dmcllble_mn in diamonds Sout
( gIVe a positive responsc
(#iz) 5" NT, and N can call
seven spades. £4
' X

4

By E. SoLomon.

uestion—Plaving rubber brid-
ge with both sides vulnerable, my
partner and I picked up the
following hands. 1 was sitting
West.

. 8764 +pA03
%, ¢ ik
K 7 & 963
AQ7 $Jobs2

The bidding went
East Sourh WEsT NORTH
I Y i 3 -
IN‘T — 3 & —_

With both the Spade ang
Club Kings on the *right
sides, cleven tricks werc made.
Please comment as to how the
bidding should have gone.

Answer—Again  and again it
happens. FPartner A opens the
bidding with 'a sub-minimum
hand. Partner B beckons him
on to game—or may be to
slam. Thus encouraged, Part-
ner A now takes an unduly pes-
simistic a view as previously he
erred on the cptimistic side—
and drops the bidding fat.

Holding what he did hold,
East would have been better
advised not to open the bidding.
It is true that he has three honour
tricks, but these are concentra-
ted in just three cards, which’
are more useful in defence rather
than in attack. Furthcrmore
he has no biddable suit, If ‘he
had passed originally, his side
would have found no diffi-
culty in arriving at a game con-
tract; the bidding probably going
as follows ;

East  Sourh West NoORTH

— _— |‘ —_
g2 NT — I —
+ O - - ~

Once East did open the bid-
ding, we are ol the opinicn that
he should have honoured his
partner’s jump to 3 Clubs and
not left it to bounce like a
rubber cheque. He should have
kept the auction’ alive with a
call of 3 Spades.

Question-—Please advise in your
column how the following North-
South hands should be bid to
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mi'&t;zthc.- OO0 ¢t coni
of 6 Clubs, o contact

A4 g 4
200 8 AQroy

Qe ®J6543%

‘#KQod764 &Ar0g
In the actyal uence N

opened the biddiflcngith 1 C[-)l::l})l

they arrived
contract. thzn at a 5 Club

- NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST

L& — 1 ¢ -
2 d - 38
1 & —- 5 & _

—~ —

‘Was South’s bidding correey 2

Answer—At the outset
state that- Seuth’s bidciin:;t l-:::“
his hand puzzles us. Presuma-
bly he first responded in Dia-
pmndg., his longer 5uit, with the
ingention of next bidding hearts
and, if in the meantime hjg
pariner persisted in Clubs, then
raising partner’s suit. Jp gene-
ral strength his hand was good
enough o follow this procedure
which would at the same time
give his partner a perfect pic:
ture of the distribution of his
suits. But did he carry oy
this plan ? He did not. On his
partner’s rebid of Clubs, he
decided to give the relatively
weak raise to '3 Clubs,’ (hereby
losing his last chance to men.
. tion the only biddable suit thag
he docs possess and thay, toq,
a mijét sait.  South’s hatd con.
tains only' one biddable sujt-l

Hearts. He has. suceeeded! in
making three cafly during: the
mmbotfdthc auction - withow
once ‘ bidding ‘Hearts. - Venily,
South is either a rank inmer
or, what' is ‘far - more - likely,
one of those super-experts.
Was South’s first res nse
Diamond correct ? No. SPOTEE,

Was South’s second bid, 3
Clubs, correct? No.

Was South's third hid. 5 Clubs,
carrect ? Perhaps, but the ques-
tion has lost all significance in
view of his earlier blunders.

One of the earliest chapters

in any icxt book on hidding i8

devoted to what constitutes - a
biddable suit. For a five-cad
suit the minimum high-caed
requirements are () or J 1o.
South’s Diamonds are therefore
not “ biddable ” and his proper
first response, is 1 Meart.

If this bid is overlooked, he
should still have bid Hearts on
his next opportunity and subse-
quently raised in Clubs. " His
partner would thereby have been
glven  practically a Dlueprint
of South’s hand and could then
quite easily bid the small slam.

In our view the slam should
gjﬁigbm bid as follows (if
B -

ployegy - ¢ "0t 1@ be e
NorTH ' Easr. Sotjm\‘\{v:l’r‘

I e i x —_—
& -— O il -__&
%' v, F .4.‘-_ ,?', §:_~ A4 _’_‘,.",S‘

DEBCEMBER ‘tog} </ W11

1¢ Te-in to- bo noted that Non;hh

jump 6o g €lubs is not: forcing

t0 . game and so when his part-
ntr jomps to 5 Clubs showing
-good trump support and at Jeast

9, honour tricks, North with

a King in partner’s Heart suit
can take the bidding up to 6
Clubs.

. Question—In a recent dupli-
.cate team-of-four match one of our
Club’s leading pairs failed to
bid pame on the following two
hands. There was a good deal
-of argument as to who was to

blame. Please discuss in dctail.‘

Hand (1) {a) What minimum
values are required for a “frec’
raise of partner’s opening sull
bid of one after an intervenng
<ait by an opponent.

(6) Whether East had ade-
quate values for a free 2-Spade
bid on the first round.

{¢) Whether East again shoulfl
have bid 4-Spades over partner’s
Te-opening 2-Spade bid.

(d) Whether West, after all,
had ‘a 4-Spade bid over Easts
raise ta three.

. Hand (2) (a) If East had a
vulnerable opening hand?
b) If (a) is agreed, whether
hc(hl_d ai('ur)'thcr bid over North’s
% Diamond bid. T
(¢) If West was 1o b in
any way lor the poor t,

¥
. Haxd (1)>EW vulnesable, Fast

DCaICf. _A:!_{I.l.r) 0 e
... Weer «1 Faaset
AKioa75 Qadz
AQz ¥ Jex A 3

D 10 977 G4

$#o432%  S7067S

- Biddimg - . o

East Soutm West' Nogfﬁ

— _— T ”2""
-z ip
3 . —_ _ e

" Hand (2) E W vulnerably East
Dealer. .- L

<y

West East
H92 KQ 10743
$AKJ853 W97 _
¢]o ®74
&KQ6 SATT
Bldding : LR

East Sourn West NortH
24 29 3%
* — 3 " et

I

Answer :  Hand (1) (®)
« According to Culbertson ™ the
requirements for a free .rasc,
the intervening opponent ‘having
overcalled, are as follows.:

With four-card trupip_iuppérg
about 1} honour-tricks ;.

N -

With _three-card-adsayate; (
10 X or Q, X X} Suppert, 2\hqn.9m,:l
tricks . sl i ': oyl .‘:'-"!:.-u:-’
BNl e

() No, Hy,gould do ngmars
than give, A SINEIG, FO8G L

L4



Zal) This questionaa A not

appear to be onc that admitsof 2 make|

categorica
Heart bi MEY. 7
@P rai CST gt S
@ himself with one or two

lg&grs in thm o oo
twy or  threff™s 3?0&:\?,
with no way to get rid of any of
thern. Any high cards in Dia-
monds with East w. uld probably
be sheer waste.” Although the
possibility of game is not ruled
out, -it' can hardly be described
as rosy, . Much as we would
like; after seeing both hands,
to .advance some . irrcfutable
argument as' to why West should
‘bid 4 Spades, 'we are unable
to do so. . Om the other hand,
we would not-describe 5 Spades
-as. a bad bib. because, -notwith-
standing &s.- moderate chances
‘of  success; .the call 15 not an
qunreasoriable. gamble for the
bosws of %60 poin,
'“”-de'ﬂ’l('é"] (a) 1t is generally,
that ~a, ‘hand " with a  six-card
‘mjajor st and 2 honour tricks,
of, whi ’A’é‘ﬂeq.ﬁ't 1 ‘an honour
T 15 i the ramp suit,
| R I I T g
ay' gpert'the ‘bidding. - Since
‘ Eas't*é‘ And é3tisfied these' requive-
“mélId hd “Ms "quite Tight to
N (e i Trcidental
i Kand!TABE’ ’!’;{;‘tliéﬁi:‘é" 'Cid.-
TR (Y s TS PRI W
. Beftsctt’s huté of'{iwﬁ?‘}mé‘?}i
prpnnd L0 anbold enbicnfl
-sbbu) ibudinoed ;{r»l‘)i‘z'!" arUL.
soiadnmiol) b omisl o oed
1i? odg 101 paingoes w e rlh;..-‘
eidqorT gailloH & oyl 57 eabse 1

LY

bi

) Since Fast -had aj8

.opmig‘g +hand, he was rig
%o putan a free bid aftes
g Diamond call. T

(¢} Yes, we consider that West
was to blame. He has an excel-
lent six-card major suic which
is plavable without * adequate ™
trump  support with tner.
He has thrcp:: honour tricllt)::r His
partner has opened the bidding.
When the bidding comes round
to him at the three level he
has no room for further *“ approa-

ching.” He must bid the game
in Hearts,

Look at it another way. Su
posing West did not hold dE:
King and Queen of Clubs and
hishandwas @92, WAK]JS

53 4 Y10, & 6 4 2. Should
he not hid Hearts over opponent’s.

2 Diamonds and later 4 Hearts
over 3 Diamonds? Now give
him back his King and Queen
of Clubs taking away (he two
small cards in that suit. Showld
ht;, with this additional honour
trick, still make the 'same bid,
.., 3 Hearts? No, He must
bid 4 Hearts -which showld have:
an excellent chance, for success.

Atnsapitad (L
emthelf

coltmnmanlid A 7
7rthsM

asihsld nomole? .2

We welcom

% 'fé‘?ﬂ
A

-
-~

¢ the following W

hflcm‘bcrﬁ E

Clubs :

i. The Cosmopolitat Club,

a2, The E

. Indian Mutual 1.
. Recreation

Cuddalore.

1. D._ Recreation
Club, Nellikuppam-
ife Assn,

Club, Madras.

~ i i o il

By T.S CHANDRASEKARAN. s

Madras.
il l [ ! !.
v :4_ . F‘ B, J. h”_!,:‘ i

LU IS L

3.
4

5

T, 'Il(othﬁﬁdaraxnaﬁi dras

] m‘llfthvi
S- R- Kr.shn Madra’

Solomon, Madrat:

-

L TH,
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;s
=
=

Saile et ucta el of :-;-t#u
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e il 1l
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" oy gite e Haenany? ﬂl
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ON.: =
R LA s 5P o)
TEnY

==

vt _-35‘[  TE——

ten I Ad'l

¥

1

i . e
6. N. Vcnkataragnpn,-Madm.
' . Jayarama ' Tyér,
7. . T. S jj.r‘ ’Tnch?
8. S R, Naid,’ Madwas
The Associations. (- Arfrlua;
jonship ' itournaments , ar
Scl:\:'rmi?ll full swing) ‘;Pi‘d_hrtmnary
qualifying - :-roun nds:| lin "“thfi
knock-out team-oﬁ{fovm: 1 BT
pairs events are.. being ' played
at the various zonal,. centres
and the winners .ixl-thgsequahfyv-l
ing rounds will meet :i_n t_&'g.gﬂf;:\;e
ds at Madrag, during . &
r)‘{)}::-:as week, The :"ﬁ,x;la,l round
matches will bp,ﬂ) yc‘dr-'at i}l):e
Ashok Vihar, behind Moore Mar-
ket, Madras, on 3;‘6,_ . "?‘th ‘and
25th of Decemper, 1955 I
addition to the ,Wpaii}eventa_ a
special duplicate, . team-of-four
knqck-out. tournajpent iy, being
arranged this year for the nop-
“winners only.

Besides Madras City, teams
from 'Trichy, Karaikudi, Cudda-
tore, Tanjore anq Coimbatore;
will all be competing .for- the Sir
T. Sadasiva Iyer's Rolling Frophy
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BOOK-REVIEW

BRIDGE FOR g

by Georce 5. CoFrin,

(Faber and Faber, Limited, 24, Russel Square, London, tsh 64, nit. .

George, S. Coffin. the well-
known auther of END-PLAYS, SURE
TrICKS, and BripGE PLay FrROM A
To 7 needs neo introduction to
the students and players of the
game, There are hardly any
amongst gond bridge players
who have not studied, with enjoy-
ment and comsiderable benefit to
themselves, his original and
masterly expositions of the finer
points of the play of the cards.
The present book is intended to
cater to the nexds of those-
their number is legion—who,
whether at home or in club,
have oftentimes f:1t at a loose
end for lack of a fourth at rubber-
Lridge and 1o whom the forms
of cut-throat Dridge at present

in vogue appear rcrude and
imbecile.
The three-handed bridge 18

really bridge, with bidding being
the same, and
the same

the same, play t
fundamental tactics

s in the f{our-handed vame.
The wvariations in the new vame
arise from this fundamcemal
difference that dummy ii exposed
before the bidding begins. Trom a
perusal of the book, it seems 1o
u¢, that the three-handed bridge
is hardly less fascinating than
the ordinary game, and nf the
waords of Guy Ramsey, whe has
written the introduction, offers to
the keen cards-player, the eager
analyst, and the deuble dummy
expert A new  vatation  tor
exploiting his 1alents.

The book contains the revised
rules of the game asy well s an
orderly  presentation of  the
maodern strategy peculiar to thres
handed  bridge. a presentation
made  with  the author’s ludid
clarity and precision.  We have
great pleasure in commending
this ook to Dridge-plavers and
bridge-lovers.

P. S, Sunparesa 1ver.
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