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CHILDREN ON DOUBLE SHIFTS—A STATE

STDDI] %

ST mAzEL,
Specialist for 31'11071(10(1 Schobl

As school doors op_c‘nec.r»m September
1953, more children -came than were
anticipated, classes were overcrowded
in many schools, particulavly in the
primary grades, and there weren't
enough teachers to go round. These
problems are not new. They have been
disturbing school administrators and
boards of education for more than a
decade now but no solution has been
found to meet these problems. These
conditions are disturbing because they
add up to a substandard education for
a vast number of American children
who will, through no fault of theirs, be
unable to perform their responsibilities
as citizens and to participate eflectively
in the life of the Nation.

Although there is much written about
the difficulties confronting schools in
meeting these emergency conditions,
created by mobility of population and
rising birth rates, there is neced {fov
schools to take a long look ahead and
round up the facts to get some aclion.
Among the States taking steps to study
the specific problems of crowding which
seriously affect the learning of children
and teacher retention, Virginia is com-
pleting a 3-yvear study which gives de-
tailed facts on the Statewide picture.

During the past 3 years the Virginia
State Department of Education has been
collecting information to use in pre-
senting the needs of elementary.schools
to the Legislature. The study, begun
in 1951, has brought together compara-
tive data each year on the pupil-teacher
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ratio, dotible or tiwo-shilt situations,
and ceriification of teachers. Although
the-findings are not yet in for 1953-54,
the data tor the past 2 years reveal the
urgency of relieving the crowded con-
ditions, and indicate where the impact-
cd and overcrowded schools are located.

A preliminary report in 1951 to the
Legislative Commission on a Foundation
Iducation Program for Virginia states :

“ The major impediments to the most
effective teaching of the fundamental
tool subjects are: (a) lack of a suffi-
cient number of adequately -trained
primary and elementary teachers, and
(b) too heavy teacher loads.” In refer-
ence to the two-shift situation, the
report points out that, “ This condition
prevails in 44 zchool divisions and is

3

not conducive to adequate teaching,”
EMERGENCY TEACHERS

Among the critical problems which
the reports from superintendents re-
vealed are the large number of elemen-
tary classes staffed with teachers hold-
ing emergency licenses and local per-
mits.  There were 2,957 teachers or
21.3 per cent in 1951-52 who had not
met the State’s requirement as fully
qualified elementary teachers. During
1952-53 the number of teachers increa-
sed to 3,462 or 24.1 per cent with
substandard preparation for the 14,356
clementary class-rooms of Virginia's
schools, In 10 counties and 2 cities,
over 60 per cent of the elementary
teachers held only emergency licenses
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and local permits or collegiate certifi-
cates, The Statowide activity of the
Citizens Committees on Teucher Re-
cruitment is now being divected toward
solving these problems.
PUPIL-TEACHIR RATIO

Ancther trouble spot am
high nupil-tcacher ratio in many cle-
mentary scho Comparisons of the
1952-53 fOgures, with the provious veor
shovred that ol rehonads had as
many cln o0 -0 sunils o more oz
thes hnd nld Soprovious veoar,  In b
cotnties  and ‘z utw.\ there woere 50

sinstveeting ool more
60 mu)ils: there woere 231 {eaeh-
ith closses from 51 to §6 popils and
» o tenchors with ('1{1>.<L’[\‘ ot 40-50
'I;:. There 1s doubt that feachers
will be .ml weled to stay i the profes-
sion when faced with the task of keep-
ing schoel™ rather than teaching ™
under these conditions,

In 1052-53 Vieginio had 212 schoolsz
o double or 2-shift sesaons. Over the
Stuie there were 33,701 children or 7.18
P ceny on shmw,—(hz_\‘ schedules, Az
monyv as 26 count veported double

<d in the

shifts for approximately 18,000 childven, |/
#in ¢

and 19 citics had 15,600 children on the
2-shift plan.,  During the previcus yvear,
1951-32, a Izn‘g’ol' number [ children,
;1_)}310};11\1“* 2,000 more, had been in
double =hif 1111'1‘(101‘ Herce, the 0.6
por cant dro p in 1952-53 was nm avery
<ignificant one. More  teacheys and
schont  facilities were a “must™ 1o
secure u good school learning environ-
mient for children,

Children in the first three grades are
the pupils whese education has been
more seriousiy cut. During 1952-53,
26 counties had fivat crades on double
shifts, 22 commtics had second arades
involved, and 6 reported third ovades
on the Z-:zhift pian. Fewer counties
veported itheir fourth, ffth, and sixth
crades  alfected, but the double shift
arrangement touches oll grades m the
clementavy schools of the State.

Along  with the double shifts {for
children ihere were many instances in
which teachers were teaching two vhifts,
At least 17 counties and 10 cities report-
cd teachers had double assignments,
One - of the first recommendations of the

State Department of Education was that
o teacher should teach only one shift ¢
day.  While this requirement reduced
the time a teacher was with children {o
21 {0 4} hours it has not meant that the
teacher had a shortor day.

The rerorts of the Division superin-
tendents indicate teachers use the time
bovona their houes with the children of
roupn lor such things as
other children in o ang,
piovoround, or vizual education

The teacher moey also hoave
with parents, \."' homos,
K ogrouns with princinal and
Visor ar uwe the Hmf' 1<-.' plonning
the worls with her childeen, A double
shifr siteadion anerns that sinee the
teacser will have less time o works with
hov chitdren, shie must do o caveful job
ol getting ready for cach dav,
fuation usually cuts
gown on the time a child spends in
scheol reducing it 1o a 2L (o 4Y hour
day.  Since the regulav school dav, av
setoup by sc‘nuo‘ l"‘\\' in Vi;'&:ini;x,is a5
o G} hour s . the children are nows
aitending sehog 1 )1,1(\\'111* arely are-huil
‘f“_o cene-third

Thoe double shift ¢

d less time than the childven
5 free of crowding.

Not only are children being deprived
i their cducational opportunities, the
re, too, are overleaded with larger
Tl ion of chiidren's

e

U 1U‘ :

The supervis
ccork, which ig often o meons of
ving more material than is nossi-
ble in tire limited time ehildven are
a1 school, is another factor adding to
their class-room duties,

The chief value of the 3-vear study
Jirginia ix of crowded condi-
Uons ond the impact on children and
cochers is to provide evidence on the
exfoent their situction has shown any
imnrovement, The facts now available
mdicate that conditions are becoming
miore- acute. The State Department of
ueation  has o shown foresight  in
minking this suyvey.  They will have a
strong casze for adequate support for
the schools on grounds that basic edu-
cation be given to the thousands of ele-
mentary children now enrolled and a
realistic approach be made to the
reteniion of teachers,

—From * ScHooL LIFE”,
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I feel ihut the dearth of good rewding
material  {or our youngsters in thoe
Kannada language cannot be a malicoy
ol surprise. When ;;.nghph Was L
medium of instruction and was ubive
sally studied the veading matervial in
that foreign languogs was ample for
the satisfection of the most avid aegui-
sitive Instinets of ouwr youngsters. Thot
generation of studenis of Enolish i
still alive and kicking amd their poerct
but decp-reoted aflection for Engliz
still plays a signiilcant part in shaving
the tastes of the presenl gen ‘“'a‘Liun
The switeh over to regional languages
has been far too receat to Luu any
perceptible fruit, and it iz therefore to
be expected that the growth of good
reading material in Kannada, especially
m the shape of journals, should ke
nceessarily slow.  The output of litera-
ture and cspecielly journalistic litera-
ture is governed by the cconomic law
of demand and supply. So far as Kan-
nada is concerned. what is the reading
public we have ¥ Do not we eiders still
sneakishly run for Lx‘sl h jowrnals 7
Are our youngsters sufficient masters
of the Kannada lunguage to appreciate
geod writing 7 And has there not bpan
sonic kind of a schism among us, an w-
necessary tussle belween M\\m Kan-
nada, Northern Kanpada and Southern
Nannada 7 Politically  too, Kannada
arcas wre not vetl unitied and commerce
between isoluted Kannuda pockets is
not suflicienily active. In the result
the demand for good Kannada maga-
zines has never been eoncouraging cither
to publishers or o writers, Novr have
we in Indie anything like the * reper-
toire” movement for the support of
dramatic writing in England, associa-
tions which encourage authors without
an eye on the {inancial commitments,
associations that believe in the en-
couragement of cultural ventures with-
out heeding the cost. - Political condi-
tions and the slow awakening of literary

ALIGA, aa, LT

culiztioustiess nay therefore be consi-
derced as the primary causes of the lack
of  good jownuls i owr regional
lansuage.

sut the vapidly changing social con-
difions huve also hud some influcnce on
the nature of the wuding material that
coines from the press Somichow or
other in reeent yvears l)LUplL‘ cverywhore
in India, cspeciaily the vouth, scem to
have developed o very um‘“alth) taste
for drivelling serdment and cheuap sen-
sation. A dcrge scetion of the public
that can read (and wmong them our
students) is carried away by the fan-
tastic rivaldry that {lls the pages of
many cheap jowrnals.  There is a
hundred times belter sale for juurnals
that give the  sitory  of film-
stars  than  for wany  jownal that
muy seek to cater to the neceds of
students. It is a tragic spectacle that
we teachers witness in the state of the
reading habit among our pupils. The
tamer sort never go beyvond their text
boolss and they are exasperating in their
senility of spirit; thie more active sort
never read anything except cheap sen-
sationol stufl surreptitiously kept under
dre desk as a substitute for the teacher’s
fesson.  Cun such a spirit and such a
faste  create any demand lor good
jowinals ?

Lot me pass on to o consideration of
‘detervioration of standards ”. Many
teachers and many parents honestly feel
that theve is no _real deterioration in
standavds. And T have always heen
struck by the arguments advanced.
Onc such parent said to me “In our
davs ve learn geographical facts about
Africa and America and never were the
viser for that knowledge. Today our
children speak about the place they are
born in, their country, its climate and
products—ihe knowledge is so intimate-
ly related to their experience.” In the
face of such arguments it is difficult for
us to hold that there has been a dete-

is
It

* Presidential Address delivered at a Conference of the South Xanara District
Teachers’ Guild.
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rioration of standards. The achieve-
ment of pupils is not measured by abso-
lute standards—its measurement is con-
ditioned by the aims of education. i
thercfore honestly feel that there has
been in recent years much confused talk
about deterioration in standards when
actually what is meant to be criticized
s the new objective of education.

There are three agencies participating
i the process of education @ the pupli=,
the teachers, and society. It would Lo
well Tor us to cxamine the role of cuch
une of these in the establishment of
standards of education.

Pupils arce the raw materid  from
which we should glean all information
about stindards. It s the conditions in
which they work, the oassessment of
their worth, thie nature ot their achieve-
ment that  will enable us 1o decide
whether there has been o deterioration
or ot I we set out to compare scho-
lars of the last gencroation and scholar:
of the present generation in the matter
ol theorctical knowledge such ag rules
of grammar, or mathematical formulac
or dates of historical cvents it may
appear that the pupils of the olden days
had a greater mastery of facts and that
therefore there is now o deterioration
ol standards. But let us pvause for a
minute and ask the question: * What
1s the aim of education 7 Ig it the accu-
mulation of dry-as-dust information in
the niches of vour memory 7 Or is it
the development of o personality, the
growth into a useful member of
society 77 Then we fumble in our
answer and begin to feel that the ques-
tion of standarde is indissolubly bound
with the aim of education.

Leaving this aside fer thce moment
and granting that the aims of education
have changed considerably, 1 still fecl
that there are certain fuctors operating
in the pupil world which have led to a
definite lowering of standards.  Pupils
have shown a tendcncy to appropriate
to themselves the right of dictating the
conditions inn which they should be
taught ! Have there not been strikes in
educational institutions because some
unworthy pupils were not promoted ?
Have there not been strikes because
question papers at examinations were
too tough 7 Have there not been strikes

because disciplinary action was taken
against in-corrigible miscercants 7 This
“strike mentally ™ of the proletariat
whichh has unfortunately crept into the
minds of our pupils has ahmost com-
pletely unsettled the criteria of educa-
tion. Nov do our pupils want examina-
tions. They are averse to any measure-
ment of their schicvemoent., Some loose
tallk in the country shout the futility
of examinations also has ¢ncouragerd
our yvouth, If ussimilation of knowledge
J= not to be lested, how can standards
he kept high?

Latterly our pupiis have also shown
an aversion to steady application. Ever
0 many activities in the outside wourld
seem to draw them away {rom even the
minimum cffort reauired ol them as
students. They do not scem to set any
value on e permanent acquisition of
knowledge. To them the routine at
school is boring and examinations are a
kind of evil to be cured by paving assi-
duous attention for a few weeks to some
ceibs and made-casys.  All the rest of
the time is frittered away in the enjoyv-
ment of the plentiful amenities that
modern  life  offers—it  may be the
cinema  with its  inevitable crotic
appeal, or it may be the cricket com-
mentary  calling  from  thousands of
miles away. [ do not for a moment

doubt the vecrcative power or the use-

fulness of many modern amenities :
all that I plead for is a scnse of pro-
portion among our youngsters in the
distribution of time over various activi-
ties,  Can our pupils who are so casily
led away to vicarious pleasure have any
faith in systomatic work ? Standards
have to some extent fallen and the
achievements of our youngsters are poor
because their aspirailons are so very
low. They do not love knowledge, their
highest ambition being somehow to tide
over examinations. How can standards
be high when what our pupils want is
33¢¢ knowledge ? Heaven knows how
far 359 knowledge can avail in life !
Can the teacher in any way help
students out of this morass they have
got into ? Of course he can and he
alone can. I have a suspicion, nay,
more than a suspicion, a feeling that we
teachers too have our share of blame
in the lowering of standavds. If all of
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us went to our task with devotion and
zest, students would naturally imbibe
the ideals which we wish them to have.
et us search ouv hearts and honestly
ask ourselves if we are doing our best
for the children entrusted to our care. 1
am afraid we are not., There are hund-
rveds of us who teach merely for a living
wage and have no taith in our profes-~
sion. There are very few of us who can
mspire ot children with a love of the
work they do. Dayv-in-and-duay-outl we
send forth our laments and our appeals
for the betterment of our lot. We
invelgh against sceicety for the injustice
done to owr profession and invariably
trot this out in self-defoence when we
are criticized for our shortcomings ov
lapses. No one of ux assembled here
can ignore the poverty of the teacher,
but let us just turn our eyes to the past
and ask whether there have ever heen
good teachers or great teachers who
have lived luxuriously. 1l 1s not enough
for the teacher to claim that he belongs
to the family of Socrates and Churist, it
1s cqually incumbent on him to learn
the lesson of their suffering—to teach
and propagate knowledge with infinite
faith in it,  The rishis who were the
only teachers in ancient India lived from
day to day. 1 expect some youngsters
among us to protest against such advo-
acy of social injustice in modern times,
and say, “ That was all right in ancient
days : socicty is different now and con-
ditions of life arc far too complicated.”
I grant it all, and yet will stick to my
contention and even argue that present
conditions call for a greater and more
sclfless devotion tfo duty on our part.
There were no Teachers Guilds in
ancient days to represent the rights and
claims of the profession as such. I do
not for a moment doubt that society
should amecliorate the condition of its
createst benefactors, the teachers; but
I appeal to the teachers themselves not
to be engrossed in it as individuals.
Leave it to the organizations to repre-
sent your grievances, and you as indivi-
duals better go to yvour job cheerfully,
girding up your loins for an arduous
task. Do not let your grievances
against society cloud the issue at stake
—the nurturing of the citizen of to-
MOITOW. '

How can standards be kept high i
the teachers lose faith in Lheir work ot
feel disappointed because their profes-
sion compares veiry unfavourably with
trade and industiy in the matter of
cmoluments 7 We  who  would have
our pupils not scex abalogics with the

" industrics should owsclves scek none.

But what o large percentaze of us feel
that we ave on duly only between ten
O'clock in the morning and four O'clock
m o the evening and would, even like
factory workers, ving ovwrselves in and
ring ourselves oul on the stroke of the
bell! Let me cite an instance within
my experience, ol a teacher, a hefty
nan who o strolled  into the  College
swinging his free arms like a windmill,
Thie books he depended on for leclures
and they were very few indeed,—-
were locked up in his table at the Col-
lege, and they would abt the end of the
session nestle cosily again in the same
corney,  Very timidly I asiked him if
he did not recuive the boeoks foir pre-
paration at heme ; and out came the
answer with a huge guffaw @ “ Prepa-
ration at home ? I am paid for doing
my work at College—None of these
books =shall  disturh  my peace  at
home ! The reply was meant serious-
Iy indecd and was made piguant with
humour, but it sunk into my heart with
a ring of pathos. DBrothers and sisters,
let us not be such teachers at any cost,
and standards in schools will take care
of themselves. If every once of us loved
and cherished knowledge and took a
pleasure in imparting it, the achieve-
ment of our pupils could never fall,
whatever changes there may be in cur-
ricula or organization.

Why should the so-called rigidity of
the curriculum or a system of external
examinations be considered a serious
obstacle to effective teaching ? The
real teacher can rise above all thcese
limitations, if only he has faith in doing
“a little bit extra”™. In the world of

‘education only the persons who believe

1y

in doing “a little bit extra” will leave
indelible impressions. The curriculum
in science may adumbrate a few prin-
ciples to be learnt, but the teacher who,
entirely engrossed in the prospective
vesults of the public examination dic-
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tates voluminous notes possibly on di-
colviedons and monocotyledons or the
‘three orders of levers or the laws of
conduction. convection and  radiation
without associating any of this knoewl-
cdoe with familiae cxperience, may bo
a very geod servant of the school bul
is not « true teacher. I cannot he con-
vinced that cven when the needs of the
curriculum  and  the exominations aroe
serupulously met it should be impesable
for the frue teacher to aspive the -
pressinnable minds with o real love of
I;nwv"o(l”c»—kn«.\\\'lmfg': that will nat be

cushoed ofl with the public cxominations
ln: will b&, ucu::m'ud up tor ol iime.
Mony amongst ous are willing to be

reduced {o mere conchin: m;l.('hmcs, anda
iocouscquently owy feith is pinned on
thiz .crecd of enly producing  vesulls
how can standards vemain high? i
feel, therefore that we tvachels alwo
hould honestly boeur p:\H, of thie bl
[ov tiwe detoriovation ™ of slonderds

Lastly let me consider the infiuence
(i rocial conditions and changing cdu-
cational ideals on the standards of at-
tainment ol our pupils. It may appear
very strange that we should venture
) s".;a:;el-; at all of deterioration of stand-
uui; 1 the same breath in which we
~peak of a New Education und scienti-
fic  and  pevchological  approach  to
metheds  of teaching, Al over the
world  cducation  has  been made 5o
broadbused and so muceh of o part of
social  training  that  youngsters  are
sought to be cquipped fully for playving
4 sienificant and noble part in the pro-
wress of seclety. Fdues dion is in o flux
and when there is a fiux there is ahways
some initial contusion, The se-called
detorioration of standards shouldd be
viewed in this perspective, for what
appears to us in many instances as a
Tall in standords s but the conflict
bhetween the old and the new, the anc-
malous state that avises from o process
of readjustment, the temporary erro-

neous excursus made by experiments.

{hrough an imperfect understanding of
the new objectives. Even in an advan-
ced country like America the New Edu-
cation has not found a secure foothold
but its succes is predicted as inevitable.

Professor H. H. Horne of New York

viiversity zays o U The new 1s being
guestioned today as being both weak
and \\'ca*:cn?n“ It is Dheld by critics of
the new *progressive educatlion’” that it
is flabby, lacking the * tincture of iron’ ;
that it tramns pupils to do what they
vant to do instcad of what they ought
to do ¢ that they do not lewrn to do the
dizugrecable things in life which never-
thcless must be dene: that impulse
talges the place of reason and law. . .
In conbvast the older tyvpe of school is
apprecieted cle, The more con-
servative view cenerally prevails .

Bul the outeome is very likely to bo
that the older type of school will make
certain concessions to the newer met-
bods withom '*Uin'f adl the way., So

proavess s atiwined,

If that s the way of progrers i a
fand wiere every sunrise scems to bring
o fresh theory of educotion, how much
raere difficult should it be for us in
Indic to sec conditions settling down
and  ovelving  a  firm new  system.
orothers and sisters, let us lm\'c a hittic
paticiiee with New ch‘m‘xion, let us not
trace every evil, especially the suspecet-
cd deterioration of standards, to what
muy derisively be termed new-fangled
no‘.ions of the educative process. The
fall of standards, if there is any, is appa-
rent, ol real @5t is but o passing phase.
'nc( hing like the panass of a new birth,
an inevitable concomitant of all revo-
lutionary chunge.

In my mind there ave no deubis that
the New Education hues come to stay
and thut 1t is bBound io be the only path
tu wrogiess, fur the simple reason that
1t has shified the centre of cducational

theory {rom the teacher {o the taught.,

I appeal to Il of you not to imagine
that there is a steady deterioration of
standards though there may be an oc-
casional or lemporary falling oif from
expected achicvement, Above all let
us teachers realize that in any vise or
fall of standards the feacher is as much
a party as the passive pupil and that
unless we teachers rise above all petty
considerations educational achievemcent
can never be great; Let us arrest the
deterioration, if there is any, by setting
before us the fundamentals of our creed
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as teachers—fundamentals that even in
materialistic America are emphasized
to thiz day. What Prof. Charles Skin-
ner of New York University says in a
recent article will support my state-
ment : “ The teacher who finds happi-
ness in his work is fortunate. Scrving
others and participating with others in
promoting and directing the growth of
children bring with them satisfactions
and joy. The fivst reward of the teachor
iz that of happiness and service. Here,
as elsewhere,  He most lives who serves
best’. In later wvears, the feacher can
recall with much satisfaction the suecess
of men and women whoze choractor,

personality, and usefulness to society
he helped to influence. It is the knowl-
cdge that one’s good works live and in-
fluence succecding  gencrations, that
adds to the joy of serving children year
after veur. The teacher thercby achice-
ves social immortality "—If we teachers
should be imbued with this faith in our
profession, and if we banish all bicker~
ings and regrets from our minds, what-
cver the system of ecducation may be,
whatever the curriculum, whatlever the
zoeial conditions, our children can never
21l off from the standards we sei for
them,
Thant: yon,

<
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“A BOOK FOR WHICH THERE WAS A NEED”

Enl

says ““ The Education”
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AND WAGES

oY
ERNEST F. ROW, B. Se. (Eeon)), 1. C. P

Abparrebd By
C. WREN, DM, A, (Ozon.)
Late Indian Educational Service

Pages, 103.

Second Edition.

Price, As. 12.

Your wq;owﬂnhh does not ceass: with the teaching of the prescribed
subjucts. Yomr pupilis the future citizen of India, Will you not therefore
equip him with at least an elementary knowledge of the factors that so largely
influence our day-to-day life ¥  And this book does it.

I our system of Education is lop-sided, this book ought

defect to some extent at least,

K. & J. COOPER

PUBLISHERS

to remove the

In the interest of :your boy.,, we request you
to introduce this'book as a Supplementary Reader.

It is wortlh it.

BOMBAY, 4

Sole Selling Agents for South Indig —
The Christian Literature Society for India, Park Town, Madras.
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THE CULTURAL SITUATIONS OF GERMANY

I

3

Y

WALTER LEIFER,

3.

Geroldstrasse 37, Paderbo

On the northern corner of the Ruhr
Region, where Germany's workers of
the most important Euvopean steel and
coal arca are living, there is the beauii-
ful town of Recklinghausen, Herve is
not oniy an cconomic centre, but also o
cultural home. In the davk vears of the
after-war, when Germany not only had
to suffer from material, but aleo from
spiritual hunger, the worl of the
Ruhr arvea invited the German artists
to come to the plants and works of the
Ruhr. Thus the nroblem of hunger for
a part of the men and women of the
theatres was solved for the workers
received their eift parcels. When in
1949 the hunger (and * re-cducation )
period came to an end the artists came
back to the workers from year to vear
and  gave them  thelr  anti-present :
dremas by classical and modern poets.
The yearlv “ Rubrfestspiele ™ (Rubr
Festivals) ave indeed great cultural
attractions for the labour population,

The traditional theatre cities like
Beriin, Munich, Duesceldor! hove theiy
old good progranunes and have alsa the
courage to tuke over modern produc-
tions.  But the authors of the modern
dramus are mostly of English, American
ov French origin. In the fivst vears of
the after-war there was not a stage
where hot had to be produced sueh
theatre story by Thornton Wilder or by
Sartre. Today one iz going back to the
German classical period and this veveals
an urgent case for thealve psychologists.
Germuny, classicel country of the poets
and  scholars, Land der Dichter und
Denker as it is called in Gernum lan-
vuage, has no  authors of meodern
dramas ! Thus there exists the danger
of an “ Americanisation ™ of the thea-
tres.  The American side s very active
in the cultural sector. The relations
between Americans and Germans are
the best. One may not forget that there
are millions and millions of the U.S.
population of German descent. In Ger-

moin Westfabn, Germany.
many are in all big towns American
information centres. From these towns
a free library service is extended to
other towns and villages, where either
German library facilities are rare or in-
habitanis are unable to payv for them.
There are now more than twenty Ame-
rican libraries on wheels for West
Germany's rural population,
Germany’s film production had once
the best reputation in all the {four cor-
ners ol the world.  Especially the UFA
productions were famous and  good.
The havd-working school of the German
film and theatre produced artists like
Slarlene  Dietvich, Ingrid  Bergman.
Even Greta Garbo began in Germany —
the German school gave to these Swe-
dish artists Garbo and Bergmanr the
fundament for their world fame. But
now the German film is marching only
on the middle way, for the proud UFA
society was broken up by Allied orders,
and the half dozen of other 8lm socie-
ties which followed, were not able to
regzin the reputation of the UFA., In
spite of the faet thai there were created
such fine {ilm stories like “In jenen
Tiagen ™ or “ Nachtwache 7, Germany’s
ftm  industry  hazs a  havd  struggle
inst the American ilm.  The solu-
tion (1ot only for the German but for
the Buropean film societies) will be film
fusions.  In some cases, there was al-
ready a good co-operation between
German and French or between German
and Tralisn fillm productors. The solu-
tion of the film debacle is indeed such
a continental film fusion. ‘
And  what  about the publishing

A

houses ? They are the castles of the
culture. The men of the East cannot

understand that the scholars and publi-
cists in Germany make a distinction
between calture and civilisation. Also
Benoy Kumar Sarkar, a scholar who
‘could undersiand Germany and that
country’s spiritual heritage like a born
German, said that he is not one of them.

A

i

For him, son of that happy country
where reigns that philosophical ideal of
sat-chit-ananda, culfure ov civilisation
is nothing but the Sunskrit or virtuaily
all-Indian Xristi, Samskriti or Sabh-
vata. But for the Germans “ Kuliur ™
means the spiritual side of our epoch,
while “ Zivilisation 7 is the materialistic
side of the human creativity,  But we
will not see this all in & narrow sense
—and then Benoy Sarkar is right de-
fending one synonym for the creations
of man. But the Germans prefer * Kul-
fur” hecause the spirituality and the
spiritual heritage of Germany is of rural
descent ¢ colere means in the Latin
language “to work on the field '® und
the word now means 1o work on the
spiritual field, while civilisation pointz
at the spiritual world of the civis, of the
citizen of the town. The two words
show that the Occidental world has twe
sources : the Mediterranean town and
the German and Northern European
land. Therefore the two words and the
two distinctions. .

But let us go back to the * castles of
the culture ™!  The German publisher
found that the German public prefer
cheap editions. Thus they edifed series
of pocket books, which suddenly had
their friends. The publisher Rowohlt
was the first with “his ro-ro-ro
(Rowohlts-Rotations-Romane) editions.
Others like List, Fischer, Humboldt ete.
followed., While the scientific, all the
theological, historic, geographical, poli-
tical ete. works are mostly written
by German authors, the romans have
non-German writers. The publishers
think that they will invest money with
all the Graham Greene, Erest Heming-
way, John Steinbeck, Alkert Camus .
When in the first months of this year
the young German author Werner War-
sinsky got the European Literary Prize
for his manuskript ¢ Kimmerische
Fahrt 7, it was for an un-printed work.
After he had got the European prize on
Swiss soil he found a German pub-
lisher. But, of course, I will not say
that all the ways of German authorship
have to go from abroad to the home
country. There are also some publish-
ing houses which are seeking voung
authors c.g. there is the little West-

2 i
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deutsche Verlagsanstalt at Opladen in
the TRhinelands.  All in all: in the
scientifie, in ‘the philosophicul and his-
torie field the German authors have re-
gained In their own home country the
former imporiance. On the roman sec-
tor there reigns the foreign authorship.
Hans Fuailada, Elisabeth Langgaesser,
Ludwig Thoma are sume of the German
writers who have a2 good resonance in
the public. Some of the writers who
were prohibited T in the first yeaus
after the war because of their attitude
in the period from 1833 1o 1945 like
Hans Grimm, made a conversion {from
< poet to a politician,

The best German publishing houses
in the roman ficld are Classen-Verlag,

Wurt  Desch, Piper-Verlag, Deutsche
Verlagsanstalt,  Frankfurter  Verlag-

sanstalt, S, Fischer Verlag, Rainer Wun-
derlich  Verlag, Bicderstein  Verlag,
Nwvmphenburger Verlagsanstalt.

The watchtower of cultural Germany
is the university. Some of the German
universitics like Freiburg im Breisgau
ave rediscovering the Studium generale
to mold the university life to fit the
changing world in which we live. This
manner of the university life is deve-
lopment of the Humboldt concept. It
brings together tescher and student,
who can discuss, live and work together.
It 15 also the vision of a cultural ashram,
once developed by Indian teachers of
mankind and nowadays the meeting-
point between sceking and giving men
in all parts of the Gandhian country.
We need colleges of this type in Ger-
many to give to the students a fresh
and adventurous spirit and to help
liberalize the views of the scholars.
The university has to help o community
of citizen, who know the importance of
the participation in the cultural and
yolitical life of the peoples. University
and especially the ancient and new type
of Studium generale have to create an
aristarchy of the future state. Thus the
Y watchtower of cultural life ” will ful-
fil the grand mission.

One of the most beautiful aims af
the cultural impulses may be to create

(Continued on page 14)
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FROM OUR ASSOCIATIONS

COIMBATORE

The Working Committee of the Dis-
trict Teachers’ Guild, Coimbatore and
the Nilgiris, met on 28—12—1953 at
Devanga High School, Coimbatore with
Mr. G. R. Damodharan, the President in
the chair, The budget for the year was
read and passed.  The Teachers’ Asso-
ciations of Panchayat High School, Val-
parai, Sree Rangammal High School,
Coimbatore and Sri Ramalingam Chet-
tiar High School, Coimbatore were affi-
liated to the guild. It was resolved to
pay Rs. 100 as affiliation fees to the
SIT.U., from the current year. It was
decided to run a Co-opecrative publish-
ing concern and a sub-committee was
formed to work out a scheme. Another
sub-committee was formed to work out
a scheme for making research in pro-
blems connected with education. It
was also resolved to enroll non-teachers
interested in education as individuai
and patron members. Next the guilds
sense of gratitude and thanks to Messrs.
B. G. Paul & Co., Palaniappa Bros., and
Kavingar Pathipagam and to Mr, E. V.
Kalvanasundaram was recorded. Last-
ly a reguest was made to all newly
started schools to join the guild.

MANGALORE

The Annual Meeting of the South
Kanara District Teachers’ Guild was
held on Sunday 24—1-—1954 in the
Besant Girls’ High School, Mangalorc.
It adopted the report and the accounts
{for 1953.

The meeting resolved to celebrale
Teachers’ Demands Day on Sunday 26th
February 1954 with meetings in schools
at which the Resolutions of the Di. Edu-
cational Conference held in November
1953 will be cxplained. The prominent
persons of the locality, including mem-
bers of the Local Boards and of Legis-
latures, will be invited to the meetings.
Wherever possible, schools in a locality
will organize a common meeting.

The meeting resolved that Associa-
tions may send to the executive one
representative for every 50 members.

The following oflice-bearcrs  were
elected for 1954 1 —

President :
Sri U. Keshava Rau, B.A., L.T.,
Headmaster,

Canavra High School, Urva,
Pentlandpet, Mangalore 3.
Vice-Presidents :
1. Rev. Mother M, Vera, a.c,
Principal,
St. Agnes College,
Mangalore 2.
2. Rev. Fr. James Coclho, S.J.,
Headmaster,
5t. Aloysius College H. School,
Mangalore 3.
General Secretary
Sri U. Srinivasa Isini.
Secretaries :
For Sceondary Education :
Sri M. Ramappa, B.A., BT
For Elementary Education :
Sri B, Venkat Rao.
Represeniutives on S.I.T.U. Executive
Boar® :
Sri U, Srinivasa Kini.
Sri U. Keshava Rau.

RAJAPALAYAM

The Half-yearly Conference of the
Ramanathapuram  District  Teachers’
Guild was held on 16-—1-—1954 in the
premises of the S. S, Board High School,
Rajapalayam.  After prayer Sri G.
Perumal, Joint Sccretary of the Guild,
Sri P. Ramanatha Iyer, B.A., L.T., Vice-
President of the Guild welcomed the
gathering. Sri M. Rajah Iver, President
of the Guild welcomed Sri A. Gopala
Iver, B.A, L.T., Divisional Inspector of
Schools, Mathurai and requested him to
preside over the conference. The Pre-
sident in his presidential address stress-
ed on the directive of the Indian Consti-
tution that in a period of 10 wvyears
illiteracy should be liquidated in the
country and pointed out the value of
the modified scheme in this regard. He
also complimented the Guild on the
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cmphasis it viehtly Jaid on the scademie
seetion in such conferences.

After lunch, Sri . S, Subramanio
Iver, na., L1, Headmaster, Sri P.ALCL
High School. R;:jupulayam a:a\'e a de-
menstration lesson on thoe teaching of
Fnglish Pectey in Form I This was
appreciated by the andience ang was
followed by o lecture on the organisa-
tion of social activities by Sri P. Ruma-
natha Iver, Boas, Lo, Headimaster, S.S.
Board High School, Rajapalevam.  The
President endorsed the views of he
speaker thut Citizensiip and Social acti-
vities should be properly planned 1o
ensure maximum resuliz, An Educe-
ilonal Exhibition got up by ther loca!
Teochers” Association was then declaved
cpen by Su V. Vridhagireesan, A,
MLt LoT. District Fducational Officer
R;mm;m ‘.&ho said that Tacilitics for pro-
per Recreation should be <.(msi<i“1”‘-'1
the fourth * 17 v cducation ond added
that proper scope should be given fov
children 1o exhibit their talents in such
exhibitions,

After ten, there was a public meeting
at 6 p.m. the carlior purt of which was
presided over by St A, Gonela Iver
and the latrer nwrt by Sri K. S, Subra-
mania Iver., Sri K. S, Venkaizsubra-
maniam. the Secretuvy of the” Guild
read the messages received ivom Sri 7T,
P Svintvasavorachan, Secvctary, South
Indian Teachers” Union and Svi ¢ Pad-
manabhan, ithe  Ex.-DJI2.0.. Ramnad.
Sri F. H. Parwmeswaran, MILC, of
Ambuosamudram  speaking on the re-
orientation in education veferred to the
low saluries of tcachers and pleaded fov
an immediate raising of the rame b
ot least o fow rupces, though It migin
not be immediately possible to pay
teuchers as much as thev deserved.,  He
aleo cited the instance i Enelond of an
Elementary  School  Teacher  getting
Reo 400 per mensem and pointed out
that only il teachers we so well po
thexr can build up a strong nation. e
also pleaded  that  the Governmen:
would toke immediate steps to imple-
ment  the  recommendations of  the
Seeondary Education Commission.  Sri
M. Rajah Iyver, Preszident of the Guild
speaking on Education and Discipline
pointed out that the school should be
indeed a republic, the students fecling

themsel

democra
mdiscinl

ves as the citizens of the school
ey, Many of the instances of
inc in schools are traceable to

the conflict hetween authoritative en-
forcement  of rules and feelings of

srounde

the pu

d sclf-respeet on the part of
pils.  He hoped that modern

teachers would realise the progressive
ideals in education and ensure harmony
i schools,

Sl KL S, Subramania Iyer, the Presi

dent In

his concluding remarks endorsed

the views of the President of the Guild
und appealed to the parents and the

yrrlade s
public

children overy day.

to take zome interest in their
After dinner pro-

vided by the 8.8 Board High School

Teacher

s Agsociation the General Body

Meeting of the Guild commenced at

19 poamn.

The C

i
visitors
of Ti

5 wpo.e
\ o-Pr

Resolu
oo
!o"'?n“

the

!m‘m in
(«)

(6)

onterence was attended by more
0 delegutes from all parts of the

besidez @ large number of
{rom Rajapalayam. The Vote

wnks «t the end of the session was

i by Sri P. Ramanatha Iver, the
esident of the Guild.
tions pussed at the Conference.
his Conference reiterates the fol-
resolutions 1-a, and 1-b passed
Annual Conference of the Guild
July 1853

Thiz Conference requests the
Government to rescind  their
veeent  order  requiring  the

1etmu of the Teaching Staff
n the service of lecal bodies
zmd Govermment to take casual
Ieave if they wish to spend
Saturdays and other disecretio-
nary helidays out of the head-
quarters and to restore the rule
oblaining formerly that it is
chouzh to ¢et the permission
of the head of the institution
on  such  occasions  without
treuting  the absence as on
casual leave.

This Conference requests the
Government to revise the scale
nf Sccondary Grade Teachers
from Rs, 45—3—60—2—90 to
Rs. 45-—3—90 at least, so as to
enable the teachers to reach the
maximum earlier and so that
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the rates of increments after o
few years of® service” may nof

. be less than the rates of incre-
ment at the beginning of one's
service.

4)

2. Resolved 1o reguest the Govern-
ment 1o permit JLocal Board and Aided
Managements of Scheols to introduce
1. Grade L.T. Scales obtaining in Gov-
ernment Scales,

3. Resolved to request the Govern-
ment o reise the scale of salary of
Higher Grade Trained Teachers in Ele-
mentary Schools to Rs. 43—2—65.

4. Resolved to request the Govern-
ment 1o sanction the special poy o of
Rs. 10 to all the Phyvsical Training
Tustructors and Instructiresses working
in schools vrespective of whether they
handle dass work in addition to their
Phyvsical Education work.

5. Resolved to request the "Govoern-
ment to raise the age of retivement of
teachers in all schools to 60.

6. Resolved to request the Gov-
crnment to sanciion duty allowance o
he Headmasters of Aided Elementary
chools as to those in Local Boards.

7. Resolved to reguest the Govern-
ment to extend the mcdical concessions
granted lo the N.G.O's. to the teachers
in aided schools aiso.

6. Resolved to reguest the Govern-
ment to extend the N.G.O%s. (fee) con-
cession 1o the College Course also.

9. Resolved to request the Govern-
ment to grant tull fee concessions (o
the children of teachers in schools in
Forms IV, V & VI

10. Resolved to request the Govern-
ment o extend the fee concessions to
the children of Attenders and Poeops
employved in schools also.

11. Resolved to request the Gov-
crnment that the teachers who hold
Music Higher Certificates sholild  be
granted permission to appear privately
o Sangeetha Vidwan or Bhooshanam
Exuminations.

12, Resolved to request the Govern-
ment to make it ecasy for the necedy
teachers to get advances from their
Provident Fund Accounts by sanction-
ing such advances promptly without
insisting on medical certificates and the
like which only cause unnecessary delay
and throw additional burden on poor
teachers. - It further requests that the

.

~~

[4)]

Provident IFund Rule in question may
be suitably amended so as to make this
only source-of velief cagily available to
poor teachers in other urgent unavoid-
able circumstances also such as the
celebration of  houschold  ceremonies
and domestic functions which it is in-
cumbent on them to celebrate.

13, Resolved to request the Govern-
ment 1o raise the maximum rate of
Stationery (Examinations) Special Fees
to Re. 2-8-0 for Forms IV, V and VI and
Rz 2 for Forms I, II and III as most
schools, especially the small schools find
it difficult to meet the charges under
this head and suggests that the studenis
may be given proportionate relief under
othier tems of Special Fees such as
Library Fees.

14. Resolved to request the Govern-
ment to permit teachers in aided schonls
to contribute more than an anna per
rupee as voluntary contribution to their
Teachers” Provident Fund.

15. Resolved to reguest the Govern-
ment to insist upon Managements 1o
open and maintain Teachers” Service
Registers.

16. Resolved to request the Board of
Secondary Education to give a proper
place for Hindi in the S.8.L.C. Public
Fxamination, so that the marks secured
by the candidates in Hindi in  the
examination may reckon for purposecs
0o moderation to set off failures in other
=ubjects.

17, Resolved to request the President,
Ramanathapuram District Board to dis-
burse the sularies of teachers in all
Board Schools on or before the 5th of
the succeeding month at least.

18, Resolved to request the Editorial
Board of the S.ILT.U., Madras to pub-
lish Tamil Translations of the articles
published in the South Indian Teacher
in the * Balar Kalvi® also.

Valavanoor Sri A. Sundararaman,
Joint  Seteretary  of  the Karaikudi
Teachers® Federation explained to the

" audience the advantages of the Benevo-

lent Fund Scheme framed by him.

The President of the Guild in his con-
cinding remarks appealed to all the
delegates to carry on propaganda to en-
list all the members of the stafl in their
schools into the South Indian Teachers
Union Protection Fund and Benevolent
Fund.
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With a vote of thunks proposed by
the Secretary of the Guild the Confer-
ence came to @ close at 11-30 P.AL

The organisers of the Conference at
Rajapalivam were thanked for their
excellent hospitality.

SIVAGANGA

The Huif-vearly Conierence of the
Rumanathapuram Distvict Headmasters'
Association. was held at 10-30 AN on
Friday 20—1-—1954 in the premises of
the Rajoh's High School, Sivaganga
with  Srt V. Vreidhagiveesan, District
Educational Officer, Ramanathapuram
in the chair, Thirty members were
nresent.

Sri N. 5. Krishnwuaoorthy Iver, Pre-
sident  welcomed  the gathering, He
expressed the need for the revision of
the syllabus in Social Studies 0 as {o
develop in punils @ proper chronolegical
sense, and English as the structures in
the I Form were found to be too many.

The President appealed to teachers,
particularly ol the old school, not to
look upon Social Studies as an unhappy
blending of History and Geography :
but to appreciate the usefulness of the
subject.  He opined that the new
Euglisly Syllabus was rightly based on
the Direct 2Aethod. and hoped that
Headmasters and experienced teachers
vill arronge for internal model lessons
as o Directive Method ™ for the benefit
of ruw, inexperienced and untrainoed
teachers,

Sri K.V, Naravanan of Virudhunagar
initiated @ discussion- on the S.S.L.C.
Scheme and pleaded for o revision of
the form of the certificute, time-table
ete.

Sri G, Sundaram of Devuliottal ex-
plained the recommendations of  the
Sceondary Education Commission under
Y Examinations and Evaluations ™ and
sald that the New Type Questions that
have been tried and tested should con-
tinue to be cmploved.

Sri M. Rajeh Iver initiating a diz-
cussion on Special Fees referred to the
anomalics in the constitution of Com-
miltees {for Special Fees,

After the President’s concluding re-
marks, the following resolutions were
then unanimously passed :—

(1) In view of the strain caused to
the pupils in holding examinations of

more than three hours” duration on any
one day, this Association appeals to the
Board of Secondary Education to draw
up the time-table for the S.8.L.C. Public
Examination so that the candidates
take an examination in not more than
one subject a day.

(2) In view of the fact that the
success of the Visual Education Scheme
depends upon the required films being
made available when the subject is
being taught, and due to the pressure
on the Central Film Library {from the
large number of schools all of which,
following the :ame Syllabus, fecl the
need for a particular film almost at the
same part of the year, and due to the
conscquential rise in demand and the
limited supply of films causing inevii-
able delays and disappointments, thiz
Association requests the Government to
permit dchools to borrow educational
dlms from licensed private exhibitors.

R. Narayvanan Scrvai,
Tice-Presideint.,

N, 5. Krishnamoorthy Iver,
President.

M. Rajah Iver,
Secretary.
Raujuits High School, Ramnad.

1—-2-—1954.

(Continued from page 9)
refations to other nations.  How much
c.¢. the Indian pation was loved by the
German people, was seen, when the Shri
Champat Jain Library at Bad Godes-
berg was inaugurated with due cere-
mony by the first representative of
India in Germany. The influence of
Indian literature on German scholars
and poets is very strong. 1 believe that
Indian and German humanism could
mect 01 a new form of a human philo-
sophy of love and understanding, for
the first questions of our German Kant
and the Indian Gandhi are: How can
all men—the whole mankind—Ilive in
freedom and gain peace ? How can
they sow the seed of tolerance ? The
questions of the apostle of satya and
ahimsa and of the prophet of the “ Ewi-
gen Frieden”™ (Eternal Peace) were
questions of cultural pioncers, but one
day they may have their political fruits.

Vi

NEWS AND NOTES

THIRUVANAIKOIL

The Annual School Sports of the
AMiddie School, Thiruvanaikoil was held
under the presidency of Sri K. Vasu-
devan, Chairman, Municipal Council.
Srirangam on 28th November 1953 at
Sandanakattai Thoppu, Thiruvanaikoil.
Many distinguished persons were pro-
sent.

The Republic Day flag hoisting was
celebrated on 26—1-—1954 in our school
plavground at 3 a.m. Sri G. Krishna-
moorthy, M,L.C. hoisted the flag. He
spoke to the pupils on the value of the

flag, the need for unity and how great
men worked for it and to read good
hoolks onty.

Sri E. 8. Natarajan, B.a,. ©.7., Head-
master advised the pupils to tuake his
advice and act accordingly.

With a vote of thanks by Sri C. Sri-
nivasaraghavan., First  Assistant, the
{function came to a close,

Sri G Krishnamurthy,  M.L.C.
addressed the Teachers' Assoclation at
9 a.m. at the Middle School, Thirvvanai-
koil.  Svi E. S, Natlarujan, B.A., BT,
Headmaster presided over the meeting,

S. I. T. U. PROPAGANDA

Sri 8. Svinivasa Iyer, Director, 8. I. T. T, Protection Fund, Litd., during
his propaganda tonr in the South Arcot Distriet, visited the following schools and

addressed the Teachers :—

1. Board High School, Tirukkoilur,
2. Board High School, Kallakurichi.

THE SOUTH INDIA TEACHERS UNION

Diary for the month of January 1951

9—1—354. Balar Kalvi—Karthigai—published.

6--1—54. Sri € Natarajan, President of the Union departed to New Delhi
to attend the First Conference of the Indian National
Commission for Co-operation with UNESCO to be held from
9th to 14th January 1954,

18—1—54. The South Indian Teacher—November 1953—published,

15—1--54, Sri C. Ranganatha Aiyengar, Journal Secretary, was appointed
Assistant Director of the Literary Workshop at Mysore,
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WREN AND MARTIN’S

e P10 o

A Standard Book.”

LThe Bombay Teachers” Journal { Mareh, 1937 ]

“ Wren’s Composition hardly requi-
res any recommendation or review
as it is very widely read all over the
land. By placing this book in the
market, the publishers have hardly

feft ... any room for choice.”
—The Bombay Teaclers’ Jowrnal
{(March, 1937).

“The publishers should feel proud
that they have been successful in

making ita STANDARD book.”
—The Bombay Teachers’ Jouwrnal
{March, 1937).

Part IT of

is, however, omitted

HIGH 5CHOOL ENGLISH
VIMAR & COMPOSITION

-
Joth Wren's = High School English Grammar ™
and Wren and Martin's “ High School English
Composition 7 are now largelv used in schools.
At the suggestion of several Headmasters, this
ONE-VOLUMLE edition of the two
published at a low price.
School English Grammar ™
as Part T of “High School English Composi-
tion” covers the same ground somewhat more

1s

“High

25th
edition

e & J. COOPER - PUBLISHERS - BOMBAY, 4
Sole Selling dgents for South India :(—
The Christian Literature Society for india, Park Town, Madras.

OUR LETTER BOX
UNIVERSITY DEGREE COURSES

The decision of the Syndicate of the
mamalai University to extend ‘the
sree and the Honours courses by one
ar more goes counter to the recom-
mdations of the Sccondary Education
mmmission. This Commission has
ommended that the period of cduca-
n subsequent to the primary stage
>uld be seven vears, three vears for
> middle school stage or the senior
sie stage, and four years for the high-
secondary school stage, and that the
st degree course should be of thres
irs’ duration for those successfully
npleting the higher secondary course,
e present intermediate stage will be
laced by one yvear of the higher
;ondary siage and one year of the first
gree course. The Commission has
o pointed out that this change has
an  strongly advocated by “various
iversity commissions in the past.
ldressing the last meeting of the
ntral Advisory Board of Education,
yuluna Azad, Union Minister of Edu-~
tion reiterated the importance of this
:ommendation of Sir Lakzhmana-
amy Mudaliar’s Commission. Hence
> decision of the Annamalai Univer-
y Syndicate comes as a rude shock to
rents and educationists in the State.
rust that the Senate and the Academic
uncil of the University will not
dorse the above decisions.
It was, of course, expected that the
iiversities in South India will not
sily reconcile themselves to the abo-
ion of the intermediate course and to
» merging of one year’s intermediate
1dy in the higher secondary school
urse, because the financial mainstay
the colleges is the intermediate
1sses. This fact, must have been taken
‘o consideration by the Commission
1en they decided on this necessary
form. The Commision has also sug-
sted that a pre-university course of
e year be instifuted for quickening
tellectual interests and imparting
iinifg in the study of English. But
is one year of the pre-University
urse can be better spent in the high

school where the strength of a class does
not exceed 40 pupils than in colleges
where the strength of a class runs to
more than a hundred students. The
Radhakrishnan Committee’s Report has
emphasised that befove the age of matu-
rity *is rcached for achmission tao the
University, a boy or girl must stay
under the formal discipline of a school
and should be taught by the methods
of the school and not by the methods
of the university. The Annamalai Uni-
varsity  authorities should take into
considerations this fact that the pre-
university classes, if run by the univer-
sity will not be 1o the better benefit
of the students. The Universily Com-
mission’s report has stated that there
should be one public examination, and,
one only, which will mark the culmi-
nation of the secondary cducation stage
and the beginning of the university
education which should extend over a
period of three vears for the first degree
course. It is clear, therefore, that the
Intermediate examination should go.

Again, the age of entry to the portals
of the university should be settled by
taking into consideration the points of
view of the public or the parents. In
most cases the circumstances of pupils
and parents are fluid. Most parents in
South India will not be able to bear the
additional cost involved in the additio-
ral year of university education. This
factor must be taken more seriously by
the authorities of a residential univer-
sityv.  The university will be commit-
ting—to use a phrase of the University
Commission’s  Report—“an act of
cruelty ” to the parents and the students..

The University Grants Committee
should advise the Annamalai University
to rescind their decision in the larger
interests of true education, and so as to
be in conformity with the recommenda-
tions of the University and Secondary
FEducation Commissions,

R. SRINIVASA IYENGAR,
16-2-'54, Srinivasa Tutorial,.
Coimbatore.




OUR BOOK-SHELF

BLACKBOARD AND FASEL : Some Talks
to Teachers by Dr. H. 0. Howes,
Orient Longmans Tid., 26-A, Mount
Road, Madeos, Price @ R, 2440,

The 13 chapters of the beok deal with
general matiers of interest to the teach-
er. Tiis a series of friendly and frank
chats by Dr. Howes, the Direelor of
Education in Ceylon. In the foreword
written by a former Minister of FEdu-
cation. the book is commended {o overy
wacher wnd  every  student  of 1?‘;(‘
Teachers” Training College,  We henrti-
v endorse the commendation. The
ialks are fresh and full of lite. and the
book is eminently practicsl and human,
How  parents  co-operafe  with  the
feacher, how teachers have to maintain
the nobility of the profession, and the
problems of the teachers life in society
are all treated with vidour and candour.
The title of the bool, may perhaps sug-
gext to the casual lookei-on that the
hool: deals with some pavticilur method,
but the contents are in such a Q‘»;-nm':i
way that cvery teacher i sure to find
the reading quite an  ingpiving  and

refreshing experience. We heartil
commend the book to all teachers.

V. N.
Triz Teacuing or ENGLISH 18 SCHOOLS

KoM Willey ond W, R P, Somaratn

Oxford University Press, Mount Roa

Madras 2, Price: Rs. 2-8-0.

This is an admirable handbook ¢
help and guidance for teachers ¢
English, who begin first lessons i
English.  The book eontains very use
ral and proctical suggestions and th
authors have based their sucgestions o
tong  euperience. The chaplers o
cames, storv-telling and dramatizatio
are quite interesting and  instructive
Al o time when we are concentratin
on the efficiont teaching of English @t
our schools and when we nve followin,
the new syUabus in English whieh i
based on a voecabulary of 1.000 word
for the firzt ihree forms, the hool i

mast  welcome. Every  ieacher o
English will find it verv useful, The

Appendix gives a list of usefu!l book
and lincunphone rvecords,
V. N

THE 44th MADRAS STATE EDUCATIONAL
CONFERENCE, TANJORE. MAY 1954

Dear Sir,

The &1th Madraz State Edueational
Conference iz 1o be held under the
Presidenmiship of Dy, A, Lakshmana-
Swami Mudaliar, Vice~-Chaneellor,
Madrae University on the 26th, 27th,
and 28th of May 1954 at Tanjore in the
premises of the RKulvanasundarvam Iigh
Schaol. There will be an FDUCATIO-
NAT., EXTITBDITION at that thne from
‘the 26th to the 30th of Mav, Tt will
comprise of various branches namely
Engineering,  Electricity, Agriculture,
Fisheries, Arts and Crafts, Industries,
Post and Telegraph, Forcien Fxhibits,
Books and Reviews cte.  Concerned
Departments of Government, Eduecatio-

nal, Professional and Technical Institu-
tions, Private Exhibitors, Rotary Clubs
i forcign countries cle. are partici-

pating.

A Souvenir is also proposed to be

“hrousbt out. Riorts are being made tc

make i so attractive and popular as tc
seeure the widest possible circulation
for i,

Intending Exhibitors and those seek-
ing advertisements will please contact
the Seeretavy before the 20th of March.

5. SRINIVASAN,

6-3-1904, Secretary.

THE SOUTH INDIA
EXECUTIVE DOARD

A meeting of the Executive Board of
the South India Teachers’ Union was
held at 11 a.um. on Saturday the 13th
February 1954 in the Hindu High
School, Triplicane, Modras, with Sri
S. Natarajan, President of the Union,
presiding.

Members present.

Messys. R, Bhuvarahan (Tihruchira-
palli), C. M. Fazlur Rahman (North
Arcot), L. N. Subramanyam (Vice-
President), E. Shanmugam (Salem),
A. M. Kanniappa Mudaliar (Chingle-
put), V. Antoniswamy {(Ramnad), R
Rajagopal (Coimbatore), J. G. Clement
{Tiruchirapalli), S. Subba Rao (Salem),

P. M. Venkatavaradan (Madras), L. -

Mariapragasam  (Tressuver), V. DB,
Murthi (Secretary, Protection Fund),
K. M. Ramaswami (Coimbatore}, and
T. P. Srinivasavaradan (Secretary).

The following members wrote letters
informing of their inability to attcnd
the mecting :—

1. Sri M. Rajah Iyer (Ramupad).

2. , U, Srinivasa Kini  (Joint

Secretary).

s, ,, U. Keshava Rao, (Vice-
- Presicdent).

4., S. Kunchithapatham Pillai

(Tanjore).
5. . H. Visweswaran (Tirunel-
veli).

6. , C. Ranganutha Alyengar

(Journal Sccretary).

The President made a  statement
about the urgency of the meeting and
the important points fo be considered
by the Board. In the course of his
statement regarding his appointment as
a member of the Cuwrriculum Revision
Committee, he pointed out that the
Committee was constituted without his
consent being asked. He laid the copy
of the G.O. belore the Executive Board.
He said thatl as per the terms of refer-
chnce of the Committee, it was called
upon to revise the curriculum in ele-
metitary schools in the light of the
changes that had taken place in edu-
cational theory and practice during the

TEACHERS’ UNION

fast 15 years including the latest and
suggest a revised curriculum suited to
the needs of the present time. He was
of opinion that the Union had a respon-
sibility in the vevision of the curriculum
and that his action in serving as a
member of the Committee might be
approved. The Bourd agreed with the
view of the President and approved of
his action.

The Secrctary made o statement of
the work ol the Unijon since the last
meceting.

The Boord was informed of the
demise of A, Gopala Menon, Retired
Divector of Public Instruction, Travan-
core, S, Madhava Rao, former Secrelary
of the Protection Fund, I, X. Sundara-
raja Rao, ex-President of the Madras
Teachers” Guild and R. Swaminatha
Iver, Headmaster, Town High School,
Kumbakonam. The Board obscrved
silence all the members standing.

he minutes of the last meeling were
tuken as read as copies were already
sent to the members.

With regard to the 44th Madras State
Lducational  Conference, the Board
agreed to bold the Conference at the
end of May 1954,

The resolutions received {rom  the
member  assoclations were scerutinised
by a sub-committee consisting of the
following mombers 1 —

1. Svi A, M. Kanniuppa Mudaliar.
., K. M. Ramaswami.
, 8. Shanmugam.
. C. M. Fazlur Raliman.
., dJd. G. Clement.

The resolutions reeommended by the
Sub-Committee lo be placed before the
Subjects Committee were approved.

[SHIr S—'J [

The Board then appointed the follow-
ing persons to be conveners of the res-
pective sectional conferences :—

1. Srimathi Saraswathi Srinivasan
—Basic and Primary Educu-
tion section.

2. Sri M. Rajah Iyer—Secondary
and Technical Education
section,
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3. Sri E. N. Subrahmanyam-—
University Education section.

4, Sr1 C. M, Fazluww Rahman—
Administration, Organisation
and Teacher Education sce-
ton.

The Bosrd then discussed the ad-
minwstration of special fees and the in-
structions  issuced by the Department
from time to time., It was felt by the
members that the instructions hampered
more than helped in the administration
of the special fees.  The Booard passed
the following resolution :—

Fully realising that extra-curri-
cular activities play an important puat
along with mntra-cuwirvicular activities in
promoting the personality of a pupil, the
Depurtment of Education enabled insti-
tutions to levy special fees for such acti-
vities and insisted upon the heads of
institutions to spend the amounts {or the
objects for which they were coliected.
At the time when the communication
was received it was thought that the
heads of institutions would have a
reasonable measure of freedom to orga-
nise such activities.  DBut the rules
framed and their interpretation by the
departmental audit has imposcd  very
severe restrictions and limitations in the
administration of special fees. It be-
came vexatious  when  retrospective
effect was sought to be given to the
rules and when the action of the
heads of schools was  described as
irregular and improper,*thereby cauging
misunderstanding and unhappy rela-
tionship hetween the heads of nsti-
tutions and managements. The Board
further notes  with  concern  the
irksome and unreasonable restrictions
causing hesitation oun the puart of the
heads of schools to organise extra~-curri-
cular activities and incur e:\pcudltule
thercfor. The Board is of the view that
the time has come for the Government
to revise its rules so as to facilitate the
effective organisation of extra-curri-
cular activities within the limits of their
budget provision, with a view to benefit
the pupils.”

The Board next discussed the modi-
ficd scheme of elementary education in
the light of the Parulekar Committee’s

Report and the opinion of the Central
Advizory Board of Education and the
following resolution was passed : —

“The Bourd 1s glad to note (i) that
the Central Advisory Board of Educa-
tion and the Parulekar Committee have
taken note of the defects pointed by the
Union. (ii) they have recommended
that the scheme should be regarded only
as a lemporary expedient until such
time es it might take for introdueing
Basic Education throughout the State,
{1i1) that great caution should be exer-
cised in the working of out-of-school
activities which formed an integral part
of cducation of children under control-
fed conditions and (iv) that the work-
ing of the scheme should be watched
and  critically assessed from time to
time. The Executive Board hopes that
the Madras Government would take due
note of the caution given by the Central
Advisory Board of Education. The
Board further f{ecels strongly that the
question of increasing the salaries of
teachers should no longer be allowed to
lie over on the imaginary ground that
1t might be construed as a bribe to
teachers to work the New Scheme.”

The Board then examined the amend-
ments to Rule 98(b) and 154 of the
Madras Educational Rules published in
the Gazette, It was felt that the
amendments were quite unnecessary
and that they introduced an element of
frar in the teaching profession. Tt then
passed the following resolution :—

“The Boaid {eecls that the amend-
ments to Rule 98(b) which includes
teachers along with headmasters would
scriously jeopardise the scrvice condi-
tions of teachers who are serving under
a contract with the management, as the
contract already provided for action to
he taken {or negligence and irregularity.
By this amendment the Department
instead of being an appellate authority
to ensure the proper working of the con-
tract assumes the role of a prosecutor.
Further the amendment confers drastic
powers, such as, suspension and dis-
missal, on the educational officers for
all offences that might easily be brought
under the vaguc expressions, ‘negli-
gence’ and ‘irregularities’, The
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amendment to Rule 154 is equally arbi-
frary and uncalled for, and in practice
would render it difficult for any teacher
to pursue his vocation in peace. The
Bourd therefore urges upon the Gov-
ernment to keep the amendmentis in
abeyance and have the question care-
fully examined. .

The Board authorises the Working
Committee to wait in deputation on the
Minister for Education to present the
views of the Board both on this ques-
tion and on the administration of special
fees.”

Considering  the Bengal Teachers'
strike,- the [following resolution was
passed : —

“While the Board vegrets the cir-
cumstances leading to the launching of
the strike by the teachers, it records its
grave concern at this crisis in education.
It is, however, gratifying to note that
the Government of West Bengal is
aware of the seriousness of the situation
as seen from the statement of the Chief
Minister of the State. The Board urges
upon the Bengal Government that the
recommendations of its Board of
Secondary Education should be imme-
diately implementied. It appeals to the
teachers, now that their demands have
cffectively received public attention, to
resume duties so as not to impair the
education of the children.”

Then the agenda for the General
Body Mceting was approved.

The President then suggested amend-
ments to the Constitution of the Union
in respect of election of office-bearers
and the affiliation of Taluk, Range and
District Elementary School Teachers’
Unions and also a form of rules for the
District Teachers’ Guilds. 1t was deci-
ded to circulate the draft amendments
to the District Teachers’ Guilds for their
opinion,

The Board then considered the ques-
tion of election from the Teachers' Con-
stituency to the Madras Legislative
Council. The Board pasaed the follow-
ing resolution :—

“The Executive Board appeals to
all teachers to exercise their highest
preference in favour of teachers taking

into  account their membership and
loyalty to the Union, their service to the
cause of the profession and education
and their ability to render effective
service in the Legislature.”

The President then brought to the
notice of the Board a letter from Miss
J. M. Gerrard offering a small donation
to the S.1.T.U. Council of Educational
Rescarch. The Board accepted the offer
with grateful thanks.

With o vote of thanks (o the members
the meeting terminated.

T. P. SRINIVASAVARADAN,
18-2-1954. Secretary.

.
—— e

CIRCULAIl TO THE TEACHERS'
ASSOCIATIONS.

The 44th Madras State Educational
Conference will be held at Tanjore from
the 26th to 28th May 1954. Dr. Sir A.
Lakshmanaswamy Mudaliar, Vice-
Chancellor of the Mudras University,
has kindly agreed to preside.

The last dute for the registration of
delegates has been extended to the 31st
March 1954,  Teachers’ Associations
which have not already sent delegates
may now send the list of their delegates
together with the delegation fee at
4 annas per delegate 1o the office of the
South India Teachers’ Union on or
before that date.

The attention of the 'Teachers' Asso-
clutions is invited to Rule 9(h) of the
Union Rules and they are requested to
send on or before 31st March 1954
rupee one each for a copy of the Report
of the State Educational Conference
which will be supplied. The rule is
given below for your information : —

“9(h). Every Association affiliated
to the Union, either directly or- through
a District Teuchers’ .Guild, . shail pay
each year on or before th st -
a sum of Rupee One tow"ffrds a copy of -,
the Report of the Annual State Eauca-

tional Confe;enc 2 whzch shall +be: suzi1 O

plied.”
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This fec is in addition to the delegation Tanjore. Members are cordially invited
fee of cight annas per delegale registered. to attend. THE S I T U BENEVOLEN’I‘ FUND

Believing in your kind co-operation

. . . Agenda ) i . .
for a successfull session of the Confer- (List of Members continued.) Thp Mahajona High Sechool,
ence and thanking yvou, 1. To consider and adopt the Annual . Mettupalayam, Coimbatore.—
T.P. SRINIVASAVARADAN Report for 1933-54. . High School, Hayangudi, Ramanad Dt.— 2471. Sri T. K. Rathanam.
- P. SRINIVASAVARADAN, _ X 2433, Sri S. Gurumurthi Rao, 2472, R. Swaminatha Iyer.
15-3-1954. Secrctary. 2. Election of Office~beavers for the 2473, ,, P. Varadharajan.
year 1954-55, Board High School, Dharmapuri, 2474, ,, K. G. Ramachandran.
— : Salem Dt.— 2473, ,, K. G. Ramakrishnan,
3. Any other business thil may be o . . 2476.  ,, S. R. Ramachandran.
N7 RIRNIRIT, veyTaTr T brousht forward by the Excc 2434, Sri V. Seshadri Iyver. P . ;
ANNUAL GENERAL RBODY MEETING rought forswvard by the Execu- g . . 2477, ,, K. Sthanu Subramanian.
tive Board 2435.  ,, A. Thirumalaiswamy. Garn Amie. M ) i
NOTICE ve Board. B : 2478, Miss T. Ammukutty..
NC . 2436. ,, P. S. Balasubramaniam, 9479, Sri M. R. Venkataraman
o N 9407 . 2479, Sri M. R. .
- (e 1 e T T, PSRINIVASAVARADAN, “‘,H" n RS l\rns}u‘mmutt}'l;,. . 2480, ,, K. Thirumalaiswamy.
Fhe Annuad Generad Dody Alecting of Sceretary 2438.  ,, B. N. Venlkatramzna Sastri. 5481 K. S Krichnan
the Scuth India Teachers Union will ) 2439.  ,, D. K. Velayutham. ‘),,:n ' RS bwil_ -nf'l N
be held at 2 pom. on Pridav, the 28th U, BRINIVASA KINI, 2440,  ,, D. 0. Muthuswami. 21:,“) " Sl ﬁl ”‘“1” 1;:1 1'3’10
May 1954 in the Conference Hall ol 15-3-1954 Joint Secretary, . REEER o V. Bajagopal Naidua, oo vt ‘;’”}3”.";“ @ hao.
: 2464, . O Ry Srinnvasan.,
P ; - 2435, Mra. S Govindammal
fanganatha Ir. Biy. School, 2186, Sri 1. V. Subrwmaniam.
—— ! ’xﬁ.apunmz_uun., A.I“’("“‘“"m‘” PO, 2487, . S Atvaswami Iver,
> Tiviervel: District.—— IREeT . Nidtesan
2442, Sri 8. Ramakrishna Pillai. 2-189. . O Swaminathan.,
2443.  ,, R. Ramakrishna Raju. 2490. ., M. K. Kesavan.

2444, P. K. Ganapathi Mudaliar. 2491, ,, S, Chinnakutly.

i - 2448, C. Madasamy Naicler,
e TRY IQIIIM 2446, 1. Velinyun Pillal K. Subramania Chettiar High School,
JUS E PEBMlSl ‘UD 2447, C. Ayyasamy Pandaram. Tiruppur, Coimbatore.—
’ AT R ~ oy T T 2418, R. Shanmuga Maistry. 2492, Sri P. N. Ananihanarayanan.
4 i (- [ A £ A : a409 7 T v . 7
: w4 L 'y - 5 : . . 2493, ,, V. Narayanaswami.
A S Hl J. N B« Y 4 U AW S iy An{;z(:'zlcan anZlcgc High School, 9404 .. K.R. Ranganatha Rao.
BN T T ¢ T ) 3 Madurdr— 2495, A. Palaniswami.
i3 i iy £, & . . N : ;
C £ . l‘i G ‘E‘ Lo Eﬁ‘i 2449, Sri Sundararaj Paul. 2496. .. P. Govindarajan.
2450, » J. Devasirvatham, o 2487 . K. N. Raghavan.
BY 2451, ., P, Srinivasan. REETHS . R. Krishnuswamy.
‘ 2452, ,, . R. Subramanian. 2499, ., R, Padmanabhan,
W. TURNER, M. A. 2453, ,»  Harry S. Johnson. 2500, ,,  N. Munuswami.
. . - 2454, ,  David Rajiah Eames. 2501. K. Ranga Rao.
4 . Ni~ew ‘Wileae . A & . . . .
Sometime Principal, Nizam College, Hyderabad, Decean. 2455.  ,, C. Thangaraj Bauliah. 2502. ,, K. Palaniswami Pulavar,
20 ™. 2456.  ,, S. Rajanayagam. 2503. ,, N. Krishnaraju.
Pages’ 304. Frice, Rs. 2. / 2457. ,, A. Asirvatham. 2504; ,, P. Anthonimuthu.
e R } 2458. ,, . John Manikkam, 2505. » D. 8. Krishna Rao.
AN EMINENTLY SUITABLE TEXTBOOK 2459.  ,, J. Yesudian. 2306. ., A, Subramanian.
R - QTN @ QT 2460. R. Sheshadvri Achary. 2507 M. Ramachandran.
! ~ ) (S L\.‘ ‘\“ b. . - . L} ” g - ' ” .
FOR  THE PRESEXT L. C i AND 2461. ,, M. S. Natarajan. 2508, ., G. Krishna Raa.
MATRICULATION BXAMINATIONS — 2462. ,, A, Robert Durairaj. 2509. , - C. S. Ranga Rajan.
2463. ,, G. Rajaswamy. 2510. ,, C. V. Subramanian.
2464. ,, G. Devasirvatham. 2511, ,, S. Parameswara Iyer.
K. & ge COOPER - PURBLISHERS = %@MB@‘?, 4 2465. ,, A. Thangaraj. 2512, ,, V. Krishnamoorthy.
) ’ 2466. ,, R. Samuel. 2513, ,, P. N. Ramakrishnan.
Sole Selling Agents for South India — 2467. ,, John Pichamani. 2514,  ,, K. Vaidyanath.
. os . . . ’ 2468. ,, M. P. Samuel. 2515. ,, G. R. Thangavelu.
The Christian Literature Society for India, Park Town, Madras, 2469, . A. Swamidoss. 9516, . R. Narayanan.
2470. ,, M. Jacob Solomon. 2517.  ,, A. R, Arumugham.

SR N e & . ! -
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Mrs, P, K, Konammal.
Sri A. Appaji.

T. B. Dastagir.

M. Md. Salea.

C. R, Subbarathnam.
V. Venkatagiri.

K. S. Natarajan.

V. Sundaram.

S. Jagannathan.

S. Narasimhban.

Sir Sivaswamy Iyer High School,
Tirulicattupalli, Tanjore Distriel.—
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Sri S, R. Balasubramanyvae Iver,

M. R. Subbaraman.

. Subramanta lver,

O. R. Muthuswamy Iver,
P. G. Rajagopala Iver.
Y. Narayanaswamy Iver.
A. Survanaravana Sastri.
S. Santhanam Ivengar.
R. S. Thiagaraja Iyer.

T. M. Rajagopalan.

K. Vedantam.

AL Ganapathysubramanian,

P. Krishnamurthi Iyer.
S. Ramadoss Tver.

B. Krishnamurthy Iver.
C. Ramaswamy.

N. Venkataraman.
. V. Secetharaman.

. N. Govindarajan.

. Venugopalan.

. Vaidyanatha Iyer.

. Chandraseknaran,

. Rajagopalan.
Jagannathachari.

V. Gopalan.
Kumaraswami,

. Arasappan.

. Ramachandra Sastii.
. Krishna Sastri,

. Sundaresan.

. Murugesan.

. Govindarajalu Naidu.
. Balasubramanian.

. Thangaraju.

. Dasaratharaman.

o
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Hindu High School, Vaniyambadi,
North Arcot.—

2563.
2564.
2565.
2566.

Sri K. Sethu Nagaraja Rao.

v

»

E3

R. Venkata Subramanyam.

N. R. Jaganathan.
M. Sundararaj.

2567. Mrs. Julian Matilda,
2568. ,, Jayalakshmi.

2569. Merey Gnanasunder.

2570. .. D. Lakshmidevi.

2571, Sri T. Viswanathan.

2572, ,, T. S. Survanarayana Iyer.
2573, ,, A. Sathianarayanaiah.

Board High School, Munanal., N.A, Dt,—-

2574, Sri M. Narainswami.

2575. ,, C. Kannappan,

2376. P. R. Rangaswami Naidu.
2377, . S, D. Ebenczer.

2578, . V. Srinivasavavadhan,
2579. . D. Ramachendra Rao.
2580. .. G. Muniswami Udavar.
2501, .. A, Raghavalu Naidw
2582, V. Vesudevan.

2583. .. R. Venkatasuramaniam.
2584, ,, K. 8 Munuswami.

2585, ,,  A. Ramabadrathatthachari.
2586.  ,, J. Kuppuswami Ivah.
2567. M. Nizam.

2585, ,, M. Shanmugam.

¢~
1

K. P. Ekambaram.

b

N.B.—The Official Year of the Bene-
volent Fund is from April—DNMarch. The
2,589 members so far registered are re-
quested to renew their membership by
remitting their subscription of annas
four for the new year 1954-55 through
the Secretary of their Teachers Asso-
ciation so as to reach this office not later
than the 5th April 1954,

Approved by all the State-Governments

EDUCATIONAL INDIA

Edited by
Prof. M, YENKATARANGAIYA, M.A

“I have always found ‘Educa-
tional India’ to be lively and
interesting reading and its approach
to educational problems is gene-
rally enlightened and progressive.”

—Prof, K. G, Saiyidain,

Inland Single copy Foreign
Rs. 4/8/. As, 8 Sh. 9/.
Office:

MASULIPATAM (8. India)

RULES SUPPLEMENT TO PART I—B
OF !
THE FORT ST. GEORGE GAZETTE
dated 10—2—1954

DEPARTMENT OF
HEALTH, EDUCATION AND LOCAL ADMINISTRATION
(Kducation)

Amendments to Madras Education Rules,
(G.0. Ms. No. 84, Education, 30th January, 1954)

I. In the Madras Kdueational Rnles, for rule 93 (b) the following shall
be substituted, namely :-—

a8 (by (1) 1f the headmaster or any teacher of a schonl is found to be
negligent in the discharge of his daties ov is found to have committed any
irregularity, the Divector shall, after due enquiry, declare him unfit to be a head.
ruaster or teacher for a specified period or permanently as the civcumstances of
the case warrant,

(2) The nature of enqguiry to e conducted will be the same as that
referred to in rule 154,

(8) An appeal shall lie to the Government in the case of crders passed by
the Director.” ’

1. For rule, 154, the following shall be substituted, namely:—

“154. A teacher’s certificate of any grade other than the collegiate,
belonging to teachers or headmasters employed in clementary schools under the
contrel of the District Educational Officer may at any time be suspended by the.
Divisional Inspector, if the teacher’s or headmaster’s character or conduct is
shown to be bad, or if the teacher or headinaster is proved to have indulged or
talren part or participated in subversive activities, or if the teacher or headmaster
is found to be negligent in the discharge of his dnties,

A teacher’s certificate of any grade belonging to teachers or headmasters
may ab any time be suspended or cancelled by the Director, if the teacher’s or
headmaster’s character or conduct is shown to be bad, or if the teacher or head-
master is proved to have indulged or taken part or participated in subversive
activities, or if the teacher or headmaster is found to be negligent in the
discharge of his duties.

Such suspension or cancellation shall not be ovdered except when the
teacher or headmaster has been convicted in a court, until the teacher or head-
master has been informed in writing of the chavges against him, and a fnll
enquiry has been made either by the Divisional Inspector or by the Director, orv
by any officer deputed by either of .them for the purpose.

The nature of enquiry to be conducted will be as follows :—

The District Educational Ofilicer or the Inspectress should submit a
preliminary report to the Director or the Divisional Inspector as the case may be
in regard to the conduct or work of the teacher or headmaster., If the Director
or Divisional Inspector considers that a prima facie case has been made out,
orders will be issued to the Inspecting Officer on the further action to be taken.
Charges will then be framed by the Inspecting Officer and communicated to the
teacher or headmaster for his written explanation, which will be obtained and
submitted together with the remarks of the Manager to the Director or the
Divisional Inspecter as the case may be by the Inspecting Officer with his
remarks thereon. The officers empowered to inflict the punishment will then
issue suitable orders considering the merits of each case. In a majority of cases
a personal enquiry may not be found necessary. The enquiry may, however, be
held if in the opinion of the enquiry officers such a procedure is found necessary,

4
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An appeal shall lie to the Government in respect of original orders passed
by the Director and to the Director in respect of vrders passed by the Divisional
Inspector.”

III, In the draft form of agreement prescribed in Appendix 28, for
Clause 10, the following shall be substituted, viz :—

“10. Thatin the event of ejther party to this acreement failing to observe
fhe terms thereof, the aggrieved party shall have a right to rvepresent to the
Director of Public Instruction/Divisional Inspector who shall pass suitable orders
in the matter. An appeal shall, however, lie to the Government in respect of
orders passed by the Director, and to the Director is respect of orders passed by
the Divisional Inspector,”

(G.0. Ms, No. 85, Education, 36th January, 1954)

For the existing note under vule 90 of the Madras Educational Rules, the
following noie shall be substituted: —

Note.-~The terin “the Month siynifies the period dated 50 days from the
the date of re-apening of the institution after the holidays in the ease of the first
payment of fees in each term {whethar paid in advance or in instalment) and
‘the calendar month' in which the fee is due in the case of subsequent
instalments, :

J. I. ARPUTHANATHAN,
Adddtional Deputy Secretary to Govt,

(LRUE COPY)

E, H. PARAMESWARAK, wa, LT, MLC
Headmaster, Thirthapathi High School,

Ambasamudram, Tinnevelly Dt,

is seeking re-election

to the Madras Legisiative Council

from the Teacher’s Constituency
and requests all teachers to give him

their first vote.

Advt,

EDITORIAL

Our Praver for 1954 ¢

Llsewhere we publish ihe proceedings
ol the Executive Board which met in
February. It will be seen from the
proceedings that the year 1954 has not
opened brightly—nay it has not even
given a silver lining in the darkness
with which 1953 closed. We find that
the educational rules have been amend-
ed so as to give wide powers {o the cdu-
calion authoritics to declare a teacher
uanfit to be a teacher cither perma-
nently or for a specified period for
irregulavity or negligence  in the
discharge of hizs duties, To argue as
has been done by the Editor of the
Indian Express, that as the {eachers

“Union is alert and vigilant, this rule

would not be misused but will act as a
healthy restraint displays poor under-
standing of the functions of teachers’
associations. We hold that there should
be no negligence on the part of a teach-
er. We also hold that the teacher, who
has to set the model to his students
should not be guilty of any irregularity
in the discharge of his duties. But to
give the power to an educational officer
to charge the teacher with negligence
and irregularity—terms which are so
vague and which can be used to include
all sorts of trivial faults and errors, and
to declare him unfit {o be a teacher is
not ensuring justice. At the moment
the teacher is bound by a contract with
the management which provides for the
termination of the contract even with-
oul notice for “ Wilful neglect of duties,
serious misconduct, gross insubordina-
tion ete. ”, the aggrieved teacher having
the right to appeal to the D.PI. The
amendment now effected, gives power

to the cducation depariment to declare
the teacher unfit for exactly similar
offences ; only, they are not qualified by
such adjectives as “ Wilful ”, “ Serious
and Gross ",

This is another stranglehold on the
teacher, and seems {o be the new vear
gift of the Ministry of Education of our
State. Last vear, we had the modified
scheme of Flementary Education in-
creasing the teaching load on the teacher
and threatening  great  rvetrenchment.
Then eame the arder prohibiting teach-
crs from becoming membars of Iocal
bodies and the legislatures ; now comes
the new amendment placing the teacher
in cternal peril of incurring the dis-
pleaswre of the educational department
and of the Government and of being
declared unfit 1o he a teacher, even
though he has qualified himself for it.

While the teacher’s requests for a
little  human consideration for his
human needs such as a remuneration
sufficient to cover his bed and board,
a scheme of gratuity or pension to en-
able him to live till the merciful provi-
dence would send him 1o his eternal
rest and some kind of gesture that he
may be given free medical treatment if
he should fall sick, arc answered by
the powers that be in sugared words
of the nobility of the profession, of its
being a vocation and of the difficulty
of cquating it in terms of mundane
units of éurrpncy, the government is
ever alert to im'posé needless restraints
on the teacher and: bind him by fetters
and shackles so as to convert him into
a bond slave of an administration which
at any time may become dominated by
a political cult,
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Teachers in this State have too long
borne with patience their difficulties.
It cannot be helped if they now feel
that government’s assurances of a fair
deal to teachers do nol spring from any
honesty of purpose. Teachers of this
State have a professional ideal and they
are resolved not to adopt methods which
have been found effective with irade
Unions.  But such callous indifference
to their basic needs by the authorities
and the repeated insults hurled at them
by such restrictions cannot but put
their resolve to o severe =train, While
we do not believe in curses, we do be-
lieve that the cumulative effect of the
cry  of generations of havd working
earnest and zealous teachers for a fair
and decent deal will not go in vain. If
those in charge of government should
refuse to apply their mind to the solu-
tion of the problem, may we get solace
from the theught that God Who is pre-
vented from granting our nraver would
atleast punish those who stand in the
way 7 But no. We shall pray other-
wise— Oh God give them that are in
charge of the Government of this State,
reason and wisdom. Help them to see
the justice of our case, Guide them {o
do us justice,”

c":, (3 o
“ /', ;}/ I/} o

Sri R. Suryanarayana Rao :

It is with deep regret we record
the passing away of Sri R. Surya-
narayana Rao, ex~M.L.C. at 10-30
p.m. on Thursday the 1ith March.
He was a great friend of the
teachers. Starting life as a
teacher,: and having served as a
member of the Servants of India
Society he knew the difficuliics
and the sufferings of the under-
privileded and the down {(rodden
and all his life he devoted to the
service of such hapless seetions of
society. In this he was so unselfish
that he literally sacrificed himself
at the altar of service. He took
an abiding interest in the pi'oblems
of education and for nine years
when he was a member of the
Legislative Council, he was the
acknowledged champion of the
teachers’ cause. In his death, we
have Jost a great friend and &
valued leader. We offer Mrs. Sur-
vanarayana Rao our deep sym-
pathies In her irreparable loss and
assure her that her grief is shared
by several thousands of teachers.

For the Teachers’ Library

THE TEACHING OF ENGLISH
IN SCHOOLS '

A Handbool for Primary and Secondary  School Teachers
- in Cevlon and Other South-East Asian Countrics -

K. M. Witrey, MLA. (Oxon)
&
W. R. P. SosmararNg, B.AL (Lond), M.R.S.T.

ENGLISH, with the use of vocabulary of 1,000 words, has been
successfully taught in six weeks.

Could not something of these methods, as used full time for six
weeks, be introduced within the normal school periods?  The authors of
this book. lollowing modern practice and basing their suggestions on long
experience, try to show that this can be done.

Cr. Svo pp. 102 Ry, 2-8
THE TEACHER AND HiS PUPILS
By H. J. BYyrxE
Cr. Svo pp. 190 Rs. 3-11

This book offers the Primary School teacher guidance in the successful
handling of his pupils.  Tellingly illustrated with many * match-stick
drawings.

TEACHING IN INDIA SERIES

11, Swegestions for the Teaching of English in India

by W. M. RyBurx, Sixth edition, 1951 Ry, 3
. The Teaching of Geography by E. A. MACNEE,
Third edition, 1951. Revised and enlarged
by E. D. BIRDSEYE Rs. 3-12
VII.  Suggestions for the Teaching of English Spelling
by H. R. BHATIA, Second edition, 1942 Rs. 2-4
VI, Suggestions for the Use of New-Type Tests in India
by E. W. MexzeL, Third edition, 1952 Rs. 3-8
X.  Suggestions for the Teaching of Reading in India
by E. W. MENZEL Rs. 2-8
XVIIL.  Play Way Suggestions by W. M. RyBURN Ry, 3-8
XIX. How to Study by E. W. MeNzEL Rs. 4

THE EXPERIENCE OF POETRY IN SCHOOL
Edited by V. V. Browx Rs. 6-15

NATURE AND NEEDS OF HIGHER EDUCATION

The Report of the Commission on Financing Higher Education
(Columbia University Press) Rs. [2-8

OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS

Jan. 1954,
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THE

5. [. T. U. PROTECTION FUND LTD.

A MUTUAL [NSURANCE COMPANY FOR TEACHERS MANAGED BY TEACHERS
Provides

AN IDEAL SAVING-CUM-INSURANCE SCHEME FOR TEACHERS
AND EDUCATIONAL OFFICERS — THE CHEAPEST TOO.

Here is a testtimony ol the eflicient adminis-
tration of the Fund by one of our policy holders
whose policy matured by efflux of time.

Sri R. Nataraja  Avyar, a well known educa-
tionist of Tiruchirapalli writes under date 3-10-1953
from E. R. High School:—

“I take this opportunity of expressing my gratitude
for the promptness with which you have settled this
claim and cannot help admiring the eflicient manner
in which you have been managing the Fund. I wish
the Fund grows from strength to strength and all the
teachers of South India avail themsclves of the oppor-
tunities offered.”

B *

Teachers, time and tide wait for no man.
Heed the advice of the elders like Sri R. Nataraja
Ayvar and join the FFund without delay, if vou have
not alrcady done so.

WANTED

Teachers, active or retired, as agents for the
Company. For terms and other particulars, please
apply to
520, High Road,} V. B. MURTHI,

Triplicane, Madras Hon. Secretary.

Printed by Sri T, K. Venkatesan at The Jupiter Press Ltd,, 16, Sembudoss Street, G.T., Madras

Edited & Puablisbed by Sri 8. Natarajan,
for the 8, I T, U., at 520, High Road, Triplicane, Madras—3-1954
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