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be drawn the leaders of national life in
all its departinents. The ultimate succes-
sors of Rajendra Prasad, Jawaharlal
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about student behaviour and atirug
scrupulously avoid questioning the
youths closely, but in absolute confidence,
regarding their sex urges. An enquiry
was instituted in U. P. some years ago
into the behaviour conditions among the
students of secondary educational institu-
tions, Questions on sex were serupu-
lously avoided. A recent sample survey
of conditions among University students
of Caleutta has revealed appalling
conditions of malnutrition, insanitary
living and disease among them, 1ll-fed
youths may be presuired to be affiicted
hardly with any sex urge. But, dear
reader, I would beg of you to analyse
how much time of yours is dissipated in
erotic fancies, if you have not passed
the age of thirty. The older ones among
my readers may recall the memories of
their youthful days. Even famished
youths may be affiicted with the sex
urge, however weak it may be. No
objective survey of sexual bebaviour has
been undertaken in India, nor may it
be expected in the near future. Under
the leadership of Professor A. C. Kinsey
a comprehensive objective survey of the
sexual behaviour in human males (- 948)
and females (1953) has been published in
the United States. The survey relates
to the American males and females. The
American gets the best of food with
plenty of milk, eggs and fish to boost his
sex urges. The Indian is starved of
these essentials of vitalizing animal
foods ; lgut the essentials of human
growth from infancy and childhood to

s~

adolescence and youth are the same als
over the world, differences in climate
and economic conditions notwithsiand-
ing. The findings of Professor Kinsey
his associates regarding the sexual
gyiour of the male and the female in
, should guide us, for the present,
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ii THEN AND NOW

was when the sex urge after the
of adolescence offered no problem
idian society. Early marriage was
e rule, and the couple were not faced
with the problem of earning a living for
themselves and their offspring. The
father, possibly the grandfather too, was
there to look after their limited needs,
Single men and women were few and
far between, while prostitution, con-
cubinage and homo-sexuality were recog-
nized forms of sexual outlet for the few
who were in need of sex satisfaction
outside their homes.

The family system needed protection
from unwanted racial strains. Methods
of birth control and protection from
venereal infection were unknown, and
there was hardly any sex appeal for the
male outside his home. The sex laws
and bans which face sex-starved Indian
youth of today are our heritage of a
past that is no more.

KINSEY’S FINDINGS

Considerations of space forbid my
giving details of the findings of the sex
research scholars of the Indiana Univer.
sity in US.A. Briefly speaking, the
human male’s sex urge begins with the
onset of adolescence, which is rated near
13 by Prof. Kinsey; it reaches its peak
by 18 after which it declines slowly till
he reaches 30, when sense may have the
better of sex. The human female is not
8o conditioned ; she has hardly any spon-
taneous sex urge during adolescence and
youth, Social conditions in U.S.A. offer
greater freedom to the sexes than they do

in India. Even so, a very small percen-
tage of women there run in pursuit of 8~
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partner for sex satisfaction, Man there,
as everywhere else, is the insatiable pur-
suer. It is easier there, as here, to protect
the virginity of the girl. We talk of
the protection of Hruhimacharya in India.
Something of an approach to sex purity
of the male might have been possible
when there was little of sex appeal to
the adolescent and youthful Indian male.
Brakhmacharya, like Soma of a bygone
age, is now litile more than a myth,

PROBLEM OF INDISCIPLINE -

The problem of indiscipline is confined
to institutions for males. Our examina-
tion system suits submissive and recep-
tive girls better than their aggressive
and creative counter-parts, which ex-
plains why they do better than boys in
the public examinations, The girls are
more receptive, they have fewer distrac-
tions, the sex urge does not plague them,
few women teachers are politicians, they
ars more dovoted to the work for which
they aro paid and so keep thoir students
better engiged ; all which explains the
freedomof girls’ institutions from student
trouble.

Conditions in the institutions for males
are the very antithesis of what they are
in girls’ institutions. No year passes
without the outbreak of serious student
trouble in one or more Univarsity towns.
Woe had trouble in Allahabad and Luck-
now last year We have had something
similar this year in Indore. No Univer-
sity town is safe from student trouble,
which starts from the University campus
and spreads thence to other educational
Institutions of lower grades. Why is it
80? Who is to blame? Dispassionate
analysis of the causes of the student
malaise in India is ocalled for. The
springsof national life have to be protect-

ed from contamination at their founts,

Remedial measures should follow correct
diagnosis,
NOTHING INHERENTLY WRONG
WITH INDIAN YOUTH
There is nothing inherently wrong

- With the youths in our Universities,

Most of them are the sons of middle class
parents, whose economic difficulties do
not deter them from giving the highest
possible education to their children, I
have been a teacner, and I know from
personal knowledge how most of these
parents deny themselves their elementary
needs of food and clothing to spare a
large chunk from their month y income
for the education of their children. Most
of these youths, in turn, carry on their
studies with insufficient food and cloth-
ing in the hope that, after completion of
their education, they will get suitable
employment. But while they prosecute
their studies, they learn to their dismay
that most of those who have gone
before them, ciowd employmant ex-
changes during the day and public meet-
ings of disgruntled politicians in the
evening. Kconomic frustration, the pros-
pect of ranning from office to office for
soms job, faces them, as they approach
what they have plannad as the end of
their academic career. Why all this
bother, they ask themselves ruefully,

SEX REPRESSION

Let us not forget that most of these
youths are between 18 and 25 years,
whon their sex urg ss are very near their
peaks. Natural outlets for sex tensions
are out'of question. They are unmarried,
and membors of the fair sex keep away
from them, while they are flooded with
sex appeals whichever place of public
amusement they muay care to enter. How
do thess tensions secure their release?
Only a few of the most enterprising,
vivacious and adventurous youths may
secure natural outlets. The story of the
rest may not bear narration. The reader
is invited to refer to Kinsey's figures, If
things are bad enough in U.8.A. where
the sexes are not segregated, the story of
sex outlets for unmarried youths in India
may not be very flattering to our selfs
advertized pride for sexual purity,

Repression of the sex urge leads to a
number of perversions and serious ments
al disturbances, Repression or perveps °
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sion is here the rule. Most of the student.
disorders may, theralore, vightly be traced
to repressions, interacting with bullying
of the weaklings by a tfew domineering
students,

There is littlo prospect of the middle
classes remaining on their feet. They
are slipping out of oxXistence, and this
may be inevitable. But the question
that shiould naturally occur to the cons-
ciontious teacher and educational ad-
ministrator is, why should the average
graduate fail to get employment after
14 years of schooling, Do we really
educate him during these long years?
Do we not waste most of his valuable
time ?

EMPI.OY ABILITY OF OUR
YOUTH

The employability of an educated
youth has to be measured not only in
terms of his relative ability among his
competitors in the internal market: we
have to measure it in terms of his
relative efficiency in the international
market too. For the expansion of avenues
for employment in the last analysis
would depend on how much space our
products may secure in the international
market. The average graduate to-day
is less efficient than was his.Indian
predecessor two decades before. He hag
had the best part of his education in
Free India. His predecessor two decades
before had his schooling in the depress-
ing environment of slavery. Normally.
the University product of to-day should
be morally and intellectually superior to
the one of pre-independent India. Why
should his efficiency be comparatively
low ? The top-ranking graduate of to-day
may be superior to his predecessor of
pre-war India. But is it so because of
his schooling or in spite of it? Another
and a more pertinent question now when
we are free: How does the top-ranking
graduate of Lucknow or Allahabad,
Madras or Calcutta compare with the
best products of Oxford or Cambridge,
Harvard or Columbia? The answerts to

‘THE EDUCATIONAL REVIEW

guestions of this type may not be very
flattering to us, but we have to face
them and ponder over the remedial
measures that I have ventured to submit
here,

SEX SUBLIMATION

Our rulers hold no magic wand for the
economic improvement of the vanishing
middle elass, Provision of normal sexual
outlets for our young men involves g
revolution in our social outlook, and this
revolution may be less easy to order
than a political one; but if sex urges
willynilly submit to repression and conse-
quent perversions, they should more
willingly submit to sublimation with
lasting good to the youths themsclves
and the nation whom they have to
serve. It is the teachers’ sacred task to
attemapt this sublunation, and the State
should come in to help hum actively,

THERE AND HERE

The problem of sex sublimation is one
of joyful and productive canalization of
youthful energies. In this country, we
have kept our youth abnormally idle,
Ir} countries outside the British Kmpire
of yesterday, the days of work average
240 in a year. Here the days of work
in our Universities are less than holidays,
There the holidays are joyfully and use-
fully engaged for the youths by their
teachers in  various extra-curricular
activities. They have summer camps
vacation courses, excur.ions, st-udy"
groups and hundreds of recreational and
constructive activities in ‘which teachers
join their students in service to g cause
enjoyable to both. Here politics: and
extra-professional activitjegy attempt  to
crowd out real service to youths during
days of work, and most holidays are
wasted in idle gossip by students and
minting money from answer-books by

teachers, There student studies make '

joyful and sustained progress from term
t0 term under the constant personal
direction of teachers, and the evaluation

of the student’s academic attainments ig -

not made by a nonsensical public examj.
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nation which {ests little more than his
memory. Here the public examination
is the pivot of the whole educational
edifice. It was imposed by a foreign
government, founded on distrust of the
people, their children and their teachers.
But we continue embracing it, when its
farcical nature and frequent eruption of
indiscipline on its account are becoming
clearer with every passing year of frec-
dom. The vested interests in examiner-
ships are perhaps too strong for the
policy-makers in our Government.

UNIVERSITY TEACHERS' EXTRA-
PROFESSIONAL ENGAGEMENTS

Something can be said in extenuation
of the extra-professional activities of
most teachers in Primary and Secondary
schools. They are low-paid, the salaries
of most being below subsistence level,
They are comparatively insccure too.
If they engage in extra-professional
activities including intrigues and poli-
tics, they can plead in defence the sins
of society against them, University
teachers, on the other hand, have no
case for engagement in activities outside
their profession. They are decently paid
It is true that equally qualified persons
in Central and State services roeceive
higher salaries, but University teachers
get more leisure and are blessed with
emoluments which accrue to them as
examiners and authors. Their lowest
salaries are at least five-fold of the
highest in basic schools and equal to the

: highest in Secondary schools. A greater

e

percentage of University teachers in
India live in their own houses and ride
their own cars than do their confreres in
Japan, Germany, Britain, China or
Russia. Llow do they repsy the tax-
payer’s generosity towards them ?

PROTECTION IN JAPAN AND
INDIA

Teachers in Japan kept away from -

politics before the War, The impoaition
of a demooratio constitution on the Japa

P,
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nese people has worked havoe with
discipline in their educational institu-
tions. Teachers there have formed them-
selves into strong unions and are crazy
for active participation in politics. The
Government in Japan have come in with
an enactment to prohibit teachers’ active
participation in politics, Something of
the same influcice has been exerted by
our constitution on the minds of teachers
and their students.  Active participation
in politics by teacher< and students was
excusable in pre-independent India, for
the Government in power had to be
confounded and the edifice of its power
had to demolished. Freedom having been
achieved, politics should have made an
honourable exit from the campuses of
our Universities. But the glamour of the
politician seems to have seized all, aqd
politics is now a greater craze than it
ever was ; while the creation of a special
constituency for teachers in the Upper
Houses of states with bicameral legisla-
tures encourages by implication their
active participation in politics. As Hony.
Editor of Education for several years,
1938 to 1949, to be precise, I pleaded off
and on for rational mobilization of the
time and space factors in Education and
for whole-time devotion of teachers to
their students and of students to their
studies and associated healthful interests.”
These pleadings received the blessings of
most national leaders of the day, includ-
ing Jawaharlal Ji. They were out of
Government then. They head the Govern-
ments since 1947 and are makers of our
national policies, Some of these policy-
makers are seized of the essentials of
the educational problem in its highest
reaches, An order from Madras prohi-
bits teuchers’ “participation in politics.”
Madhya Pradesh has followed with &
gimilar order. The Education Minister

in Uttar Pradesh is busy over such
amendments in the constitution of our,
State Universities and the Board of Se-
ocondary Education as may suodeed in

reducing the influence of the teacher: ‘:,

politician in them, =~ . .
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ALL INDIA SOLUTION INDICATED

It seems to me, however, that our
leadership has so far only tinkered with
the problem. An uil-India solution of
the evil that is eating into the vitals of
national education is called for. 1 have
indicated the essentials of this solution
in the form of an amendment of the
constitution so as to declire the whole
time employec of an institution aided
by Government maintenence grant as
oceupying a place of profit under the
Government ; and of amendment of elec-
tion rules so as to disqualify a candidate

United Nations

THE United Nations, in structure, is an
international organization of inde-
pende.nt and sovereign states, It provides
machinery through which the world’s
peoples may work together and cooperate
with each other 1o find ways and means to
solve the mutual problems and to foster
international understanding. The United
N ations should be looked upon not as an
organizational strait-jacket on the world
or on the independent states which are
its Members, but asan organ for free
co-operation of the nations, inside the
framework of agreed procedures and
supported by a permanent civil service,

Ev’cry one has been yearning for peace.
It is only fitting that the peoples of the
world should devote themselves to (he
gigantic task ot building a universal and
lasting peace both for themselves and for
future generations,

'Outs_ide of the official channels for the
dlsgemmation of information about the
United Nations, interested and competent
people have shown their desire to parti-
cipate .by volunteering in 86 different
countries to tell others the storv of how
the United Nations is BUILDING FOR

PEACE. During the past year, these -

volunteeg‘ workers have reached four and
& half million people, In addition, they

seeking active assistance of bona fide
students of such an institution. The
politician among teachers and students
is in eontrol of the public forum. His
press conterence and speeches are report-
ed in the press and reach our policy-
makers to confound them. Let me assure
them that the Indian citizen, as taxpuyer
and parent, does not want  his children
and their teachers to take part in activi-
ties outside the wide range of education,
The makers of our national policy have
to respect his wishes, even though his
voice fails to reach them after his vote
has sent them to places of power.

Day in Schools

have gpent one and a (uarter million
student-teaching  hours in  imparting
their knowledge through schools and
institutes of higher learning,

October 24 of this year marks the ninth
anniversary of the United Nations. All
those who are eager to have peace
and are veady to join  their efforts
in BULDING FOR PEACE, will be
interested to read this brief but »ignificant
story of the United Nations,

AIMS AND PRINCIPLFS

quking towards the aims of collective
security, peaceful settlement of intep-
national disputes, effective control of
armaments and international co-operation
to advance economic and social well-
belng? the United Nations has provided
machinery through which peoples of the
world may co-operate and work together,
As the bitter clashes of pywor and idevlogy
bacome more apparent in the world, the
United Nations survives as the best hope
of mankind,

POLITICA)L, ACHIEVEMENTS
Through' mediation and conciliati
the United Nations helpodo tlod 1;)11;1&
bloodshed in .Indonesia, Gireece, Palestine
and Kashmir, and the Republic  of
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Indonesia and Israel were brought into
the family of nations. In Korea armed
aggression was successfully repelled by
the military forces of 16 Member Nations
plus the Republic of Korca in the first
collective military measures ever called
for by an international organization.

COLLECTIVE SECURITY

Soon after the outbreak of the Korean
hostilities, the United Nations resolved
to strengthen collective security. This
was done by equipping the General
Assembly, representing all 60 Member
Nat.ons, with emergency procedures for
recommending necessary collective action
for maintaining peace In  case the
Security Council fails to act because of
the negitive vote of any of its five
periuanent members,

SHARING SKILLS
From a long-range point of view, the
technical  operations  of  the United
Nations and the Specialized Agencies
are intended to help provide the under-
developed areas with wore of the skills

»" they need in their effort to alleviate the

miseries of hunger, disease, illiteracy and
poverty. HEventually, however, the
technical assistance programmes will
help other countries, too, for they realize
more and more that their own economic
progress in this inter-dependent world
depends considerably on the economic

- health of under-developed countries.

The United Nations and the Specialized
Agencies began their technical assistance

. work in a small way, with money from

th’e_ir regular budgots. In 1950, the
United Nations and tive agencies began
an additional and bigger programme—the
expunded _technicali assistance programme,
financed from voluntary. contributions by
governments. Sinco it started in July
1950, scientitic knowledge and technical
skills have been shared in a variety of
ways and extended to nearly 120
countries and territories. For instance,
long-range programmes have been under-
taken to assist. in the construction of
_irrigation schemes, increase food produc-

tion, advise on the building of a harbour,
or to train technicians for air fields
and medical laboratories. Shorter-range
projects that have already shown results
include the campaigns against malaria
and yaws, and the work to improve
cottuge industries, Many of the under-
developed countries have also contributed
to the expanded programme by supplying
it with professional personnel and
research facilities. All of them have
pledged funds for the operation.

REGIONAT: COORDINATION

Through the facilities provided by the
United Nations’ 1egional commissions,
couniries in Europe, Asia and the Far
East and Latin America have been able
to co-operate on working out solutions
for many of their common economic
problems and subsequently to lay some
of the essential foundations for economic
progress.

SOCIAL IMPROVEMENT

As an effort to improve social well-
being, the Unitcd Nations, working with
its spscialized agencies, is helping to
provide studies and services which will
improve sanitary, health and labour
conditions. Programmes include improve-
ment and expansion of educational
facilities and teacher training.

HUMAN RIGHTS

The basic rights of man and funda-
mental freedoms for all without discrimi-
nation as to race, sex, language or
religion are clearly defined in the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights,
The completion of two draft covenants
on Human Rights by the Human Rights
Commission this summer marks a
milestone in United Nations efforts to
clarify and define these rights.

FOR NON-SELF-GOVERNING
PEOPLES

In accordance with the spirit and -
provisions of the Charter, the United -
Nations, though its Trusteeship Council,

‘has been following the welfare and -
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progress of the millions of people of
d-pendent territories. With self-govern-
ment or independence the ultimate gnal,
recommendations are based upon annual
reports submitted by the Administering
Aurthorities of the territories under
United Nations Trusteeship, information
gathered by visiting United Nuations
Trusteeship missions and petitions from
the indigenous people. In the case of
non-self-governing territories not under
trusteeship, annual progress reports are
submitted to the Council. Through the
offorts of the United Nations, Libya
became an independent state, Kritrea
was federated with FEthiopia as an
autonomous unit, and the former Italian
colony of Somaliland was placed under
Italian trusteeship to be prepared for
independence in 1960, Through the
United Nations, the world is kept alive
to the aspirations and advancement of
all peoples,

On 24th October, schools all over the
world will celebrate UN Day. To help
schools work out appropriate programmes
some suggestions ave listed here for their
consideration.

Some Suggested Activities for
Celebrating UN Day :

1. Display all United Nations posters

and publications in a congvicuous place

in the school—the main entrance of the
building, the library or the assembly hall.

2. Show United Nations films or
filmstrips.

3. Hold a school assembly and ask
one of the students to read the story of the

United Nations which may be followea
by scme songs and dances of various
pations,

4. Invite a resourceful person in the
locality to give a talk about the United
Nations,

5. Arrange a poster contest. Award
prizes and display the posters on UN
Day.

6. Promote an essay contest on the
subject of BUILDING FOR PEACE.

7. Help students to correspond with
students in other countries and allow
them to choose the country they want.

8. Ask the teachers to organize study
groups and write to the United Nations
headquarters or the United Nations
Information Centre for  reference
miterials,

9. Organize a mock meeting of the
United Nations General Assembly where
“delegates” would talk about “Building
for Peace™.

10, Organize a mock meeting of the
United Nations Security Council where
“delegates” would discuss  “Collective
Security” and “Disarmament’,

11. Organize a mock meeting of the
United Nations ¥conomic and Social
Council where “delegates” would dis~
cuss “Technical Assistance” and “Imp-
rovement of Human Welfare.”

12. Organize a mock meeting of the
United Nations Trusteeship Council
where  “delegates”  would discus
* Political, social and economic improve-
ments towards self-government.”

You will do well to Subscribe immediatei&

For up-to-date knowledge and Critical Study of Railway Accounts in India, read the

RAILWAY ACCOUNTANT (a monthly Journal)
Published by 1. V. GOPALAN, B.A.,BL.,
No 14, Balakrishna Road, Mylapore, Madvas - 4.

Anrual Subscripticn Rs. 10,
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Language - Learning from an Anthropological
) Point of View
NORMAN A. MCQUOWN, University of Chicago

ANGUAGE. most broadly conceived,

may be said to include all the ways
of behaving which serve to communicate
with other persons and to reafirm an
individual’s own integrity, Among
those ways of bchaving are stance, bodily
‘movement, facial expression, vocal
movement, and speech. Of especial
interest are the effects of these on objects
in the world about us—the products of
the manual arts, the products of the vocal
arts, and the products of speech. The
most important of the latter are writing
and written records. Of all the modes of
communication, that which involves talk
‘and that which involves frozen talk or
writing, are undoubtedly the most
generally influential.

> ]

. Language, more narrowly conceived,
1s limited tospeech and to writing, This

v article is concerned with certain aspects

of speech and of writing and of their
interrelations. Of interest will be the
process whereby spoken language is
learned and the spoken language arts are
taught. Likewise of concern will be the
brocess whereby a child, already in
command of a goodly amount of spiken
language, learns how to transfer what
he says to paper and how to get from

_paper what other speakers have said
“there,

‘We are interested in the whole process
of the acquisition and transmission, via

~language, of the ways of teeling and

‘acting aporopriate to the role which an
individual plays in a community. We
are interested in language from beginning

“ to end, from literacy to liverature, or, for

‘that madter, from lap to literature !

- We are concerned not nnereiy with the

aoquisition and utilisation of th® mother-

cfongue: we are likewise, in the modern
gworld,  increasingly interested” in the
Faoquisition and usilisation of /another.

e e

*globe.: 'What one. learnsﬂabo*ut hoyw"[thg

tongue. We are interested in reading
and in writing—and in our own
community, in spelling—in the art of
plain talk and clear writing, as well as in
the appreciation and encouragement of
the more rhetorical and literary aspects
of fine speech and good writing. We are
interested in the inculcatjpn of the ability
to read critically and wii#discrimination,
as well as the capacity to absorb
efficiently and handle competently the:
content of our formal and informal
education which we get from books, We
are interested in the acquisition of skill
in foreign languages and in the broaden-
ing of understanding of other peoples
which ideally results from such skill. I
shall here briefly discuss only certain
limited aspects of these general problems::

learning to read and write and learning
grammar.

UNDERLYING POINT OF VIEW

Before embarking upon this discussion,
however, it may be helpful to clarify the
point of view which lies behind these
remarks,  Anthropologists, somewhat
self-importantly, call 1t the ‘anthro-
pological” point of view, In essence,
this point of view simply says: ¢ Life is
real, Life is earnest. Life is complex.
No man alone is adequate to its problems,
Obtaining a sympathetic understanding
of, and appreciation for, other people's
answers to life's problems is good sense
and may turn out to be enlightened self-
interest.”

By ¢“other people’s answers” we do
not merely mean those of our immediate
family, our next door neighbours, or even’
our fellow-countrymen. No human -
group, of whatever colour or creed, has
any vested interest in the right answers, . -
There is no line betwéen the man we face
and the man on the other side of the .-

¥
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game of life s played there may shed
surprising light on how the game is
played at home. As a gaide in the
solutinn of pardicular problems, anthro-
pologists  have arcived at  certain
generalisations about the mnature of
human beings and their behaviour, The
generalisations which have to do with
language behaviour will be of particular
interest here.

THE YOUNG CHILD'S
KNOWLEDGE OF LANGUAGE

A linguist of my acquaintance has
made the following somewhat drastic
statement: “ Everyone wno is not deaf
or idiotic has fully muastered his native
language by the end of his fifth year.”
If this statement were to be taken
literally, it would seem that teachers of
the language arts would have little to do
in the years that followed! In order to
undarstand what my friend meant by
this statemont, we need to fill in some of
the background.

A langnge is not a more conglomerate
of incoherent parts hiphazudly pu
together. It consists of a limited number
of discret= parts arranged in complex
patterns—opatterns that are distinguished
by its spsakers and discoverable by
students of language. Among these
parts are those which tradition hag
taught us to call “*words” and which
we sapurate by spaces when we string
them together in writing. Words are
made up of sound which wo represent in
writing by letters, The orders in which
words are put together, both in speech
and in wriung, follow a few basic
patterns, as does the ordering of the
sounds which make up these words,

Thus, what my linguist friend meant
by his statement was more or less the
following: “By the the age of five, a
child has learned to pronounce very much
in the manner of the people around him
all the individual sounds that make up
particular words, has mastered most of
the combinations of sounds to be found
in words in the language, and has

acquired a command of the conventional
ways of arranging these words in the
few most bisie patterns to he found in
tho inguge,” A child of this age does
not hve to bo taught to *pronounce ™
words with which he is already familiar,
nor does he need any instruction in the
principal ways of patting these words
together. He will do both of thess things
precisely as do the people aronnd him
from whom he has learnid to speak.

If the kind of specch with which he
comes ready equipped to the school is
acceptable to his teacher, the {eacher's
only task, at the earliest stage, will be
to teach him to represent with letters on
paper, and to recognise in print, the
things  which he already ays. If,
howoever, the kind of speech with which
the child comes readv  oquipped is
unacceptable to the teacher, that fact
renders the task considerably more
difficult, because he must then teach the
child to speak in a way acceptable to
him betfore he can effectively teach the
child to read and write in this new kind
of speech,

TEACHING WRITING TO THE
CHILD WITH « ACCEPTABLE”
SPEECH

Teaching child to write is complicated
by nature of Enylish spelling—Let us
take the simpler of the two situations.
The first stage—teaching the child to
represent by letters on paper what he
says—is greatly complicated, in English,
by the fact that there is no general, one-

to-one corre-pandence between the sounds -

which  the c¢hild already  carefully
distinguishes and the conventional choice
of letters with which they are represented.
We do not, unfortunately, write as we
speak. “Spelling ” takes up a consider-
able proportion of our time during far too
many years of elementary school. Some
ot us never learn to spell.  Somu of us go

$0 faI_‘ as to make a virtue out of
necessity,

S0 long, howuver, as compl

conventional literacy is valued by oyp

s

- ;A.ﬂ;

etely -
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society, we cannot operate by the slogan,
“ Fvery man hisown speller,” attractive
as that course might seem; we must
continue to spend a sizable amount of
time, learning to spell, That. this require-
ment derives not from our language but
rather from our outmoded traditional
spelling is evidenced by the fact that, if
a language has a good alphabet, its
spoakers can become conipletely literate
in a very short time. This fact has been
observed in numerous cases of languages
only recently provided with alphabets,
In the author’s personal experience,
Tarascan Indians in Moxico became
literate in their own language in about
three months of evening classos, in a
total of well under a hundred hours of
class room attendance. If Knglish were
spelled as it is pronounced, it should be
possible to make children completely
literate in about their first half-year of
schooling,  Since, however, this is not
the  cose,  cie et be prepared  to
COMIPronLise,

Overcoming difficulties caused by
spelling—Bad as English spelling is, there
are within it, nonetheless, many regular
wuays of representing the sounds of the
language. 5 the most generas and the
most internally  consistent of these ways
could be presented iirst, and the nregualar
and less widely foun! ways could be
grouped in smaller systems and equated
to those of more general appiication, L6
shouid be possible to deviee a ratonal
procedure for progressively presenting
the difficultios of ourspelling. We could
build on the specch habits already well
grounded in the children by providing
them 1n the fiest stuges, with instructon
in the rational and regular core of our
spelling, unul the habit of tying parti-
cular sound with particular lewer, and
p .rticular letter with particular sound,
was well established. 1n the latter stages
wo could present the complicating ovher
spollings for purticular sounds, in small
and easily absorbed doses.

The gain in confidence in the frat

L‘“g;tagea. when the child would be lahour.

ing under the happy delusion that he
could spell anything he could say, would
more than compensate for the subsequent
whittling-down of this confidence as he
was introduced to multiple other spellings,
The automaticity of reaction to the
printed forms with regular spelling
would give the child such a head start in
reading that he could take subsequent
imegularities, gradually introduced, in
his stride.

Pre-requisites  for  this  teaching
method—In order to be able to institute
such a system, however. certain preli-
minary requirements, both for teacher
and for textbook writer, need to be
mentioned. Before we can properly
select the “regular” FEnglish spellings,
that is, those in which every sound is
represented by only one sp:lling, we need
to know what the sounds of the language
are. Although there is a considerable
amount of local variation in pronunci-
ation, and although some words have
different sounds from place to place, there
is sufficient uniformity in the over-all
system and in the number of distinct
sounds recogunised by the language to
make possible a single list of English
sounds. Specialists in  the Knglish
languige can supply the pedagogue with
such a list, The teacher must know
what the sounds are in such a list and
must also be aware of the commonest
locat variation in particular words. He
should be prepared not ounly for the child
who says * hog™ but also for the child
wio says ‘“hawg.” The teacher must
also kprow what the most common and
most regualar English spellings are and
must be prepared to separate the various
classes of irregular spellings. The text-
book writer needs to know all this and,
furthermore, to be prepared to subject
the raw matorial to his artistry, so as to
make it both intelligible and palatable to
the five- and six-year olds.

GRAMMAR FOR THE CHILD WITH
« ACCEPTABLE " SPEECH

The child at the age of five haa
mastered all the sounds of his native
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language and, if given matching letters,
could write them with ease. He has like-
wise mastered the main features of the
grammar of his language, and, unless he
must first acquire a new variety of
language in order that his speech may
be acceptable to his teacher, needs no
new instruction in how to manipulate
these main features. If the kind of
speech with which the child comes ready
equipped is unacceptable to the teacher,
that fuct will complicate the situation,
since the teacher must, in this case, teach
the child to speak in anew way, ina
way acceptable to him.

But let us again consider first the
simpler of the two situations: that in
which the child needs no instruction in
what ordinarily passes for “grammar,”
being already in command of the chief
features and, in this respect, speaking
like the adults around him. The teacher
is then free to concentrate on more
important matters, such as clarity of
presentation, succinctness of statement,
and amenity of style. He can polish
vocabulary and encourage appropriate
use of forms which are coming within
the child’s ken for the first time. He
can encourage the more gifted children,
who even at a tender age may show
literary talent, to make good use of this
gift. In short, the teacher can do all
those things which make for a more
facile, a more adequate, and a more
pleasing handling of the language asa
medium of communication.

Undoubtedly, many children would
feel more secure, and would develop a
greater feeling of confidence in them-
selves and in their effectiveness in the
world around them, if they were relieved
of the frustrating experience of feeling
that they could not speak * correctly ™
and of the often traumatic experience of
beil}g unable to apply rules of grammar
which, by their very nature, are
inapplicable. In the situation where, in
their basic essentials, pupil and teacher
speak the same language, the child will
quite unconsciously follow the madel set

for him, since his sprcech s alrendy  in
microcosm  what his teacher’s is in
macrocosm.  Here again, the saving of
time would be considerable, and the
psychological gain for the child
incalculable,

Thave suggested (1) a rational prescut-
ation of the intricacies of linglish
§pelling {taking off from o =kill alveady
in the child’s possession, nanely, that of
pronouncing all the sounds in  the
language as he hears them from these
around him) and (2) a do-emphasis of
traditional grammar combined with an
earlier and more effective training in the
niceties of style (again taking off from a
skill already comwmanded by the child,
namely, that of speaking his languigoe
with all its essential featurcs substan-
tially like those around him). Such a
programme would result in a considerable
saving of time in the educational process
and a not inconsiderable psychological
gain for the child.

TEACHING THE CHILD WITH
“UNACCEPTABLE” SIPEKCLI
) Let us now consider the diiticull case,
Suppose the child does not speak in a

fashion acceptable to the teacher, either

with respect to pronunciation of the
sounds or with respect to his use of the
forms of the language. We are in a
situation whi h does not differ in jrg
essentials from that involved in learning
a foreign larguage. There is no funda.
mental dividing line between the djulect
Wt‘uch. is strange to the child and the
‘ foreign” language which is straage to
him. Indeed, in some pirts of the world
(and even in some parts of our own
country), the child, when he reaches
schoo} age, 18 faced with the task of
learning a different tongue. Foremost
among the problems which arise in such
a task is thut of motivation. In such a
situation, if the child were approaching
adulthood, the teacher migat take him
aside and say to him: *Look, son! The
oircles in which vou're g,ing to be
moving during the next few years speak
a different lingo. If you want to be &

effective operator in those circles, you'll
have to learn their talk, distasteful
thongh it may be to you. So if you
think it’s worth your while, why don't
vou try so and so 2?2 This might be
ealled the hard-boiled approach, and it
should carry weight, if suitably
rephrased, with the realistic small child
as well, The teacher wonld then proceed
to outline for the child the steps toward
acquisition of the new language. What
wonld some of those steps be ?

T begin with, the teacher should
know what the similarities are between
the child’s speech and the speech of
those he would imitate. The teacher
will waste no time on those. He should
try to pinpoint the differences, contrast
what the child does with what the
speakers of the new language do, and
drill tho pupil on those points. Of course,
if the teacher does not speak the new
langunge, either as a native or with a
native-like command, he will be of little
help to his pupil as a model. If the
teacher is not thoroughly familiar with
every detail of pronunciation and

. grammar, both of his pupil’s mother-

tongue and of the language he is trying
t teach the child, he will not operate
efliciently. If the teacher is not equipped,
furthermore, to take full advantage of
every pedagogical trick of the trade, a
great deal of time will be wasted.
Finally, and most important of all, if
the teacher do2s not present the new
language as an accomplishment of which
he is to be proud, maintaining all the
while a carefully objective and respectful
attitude toward the way of speaking

with which the c¢hild comes ready.

equipped to the school, the teacher will
run the risk of doing the child irreparable
psychclogical harm,

Whatever status or lack of statusa
child’s speech may seem to have to the
teacher, it does constitute for the child a
precious link with those olosest to him.
Any lack of respect for the child’s ways
of talking will reflect on those for whom
he has respect and will be damaging to
his self-esteem. From the purely praotioal
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point of view, the presence in the child
of a feeling that the speech of his family
is not acceptable will materially hinder
his acquisition of the new skill and so
defeat the teacher’s purposes. A know-
ledgeable, skillful, and respectful
approach to the problem of language-
learning on this simplest level wilt pay
off in the end.

IMPLICATIONS FOR EDUCATORS

The implications of these considerations
with respect to language-learning might
be spelled out as follows, In the initial
stages, new training operations are
required, Summer workshops, in-serviceo
training seminars, and additions to the
regular curriculums of schools of edu-
cation are needed. Such training oper-
ations would be devoted to the study of
language, to the relatioi of spoken to
written language, and to the acquisition
of the basic essentials with respect to the
makeup, both in sound and in form, of
the mother-tongue. The goal of this
trair.ing would be not only theoretical
understanding but also practical mastery
and conscious control of the patterns of
the student’s own speech and those of
closely related varieties of it. Such new
training would be appropriate for
teachers, curriculum designers, textbook
writers, and trainers of teachers-to-be,

A survey of contemporary spellers and
readers, of textbooks in Englisn grammar,
and of handbooks of rhetoric and com-
position gives no hint that a great many
new facts on their subject matter are
now available, Itis high time that these
new facts be evaluated and their
implications for language-learning
assessed. It is essential that this new
knowledge be made generally available,
that it be u-ed in our educational
programmes, and that new tools deriving
from it be placed in the hands of our
educators, . .

NEWS & NOTES

7,800,000 U.S. VETERANS RECEIVE

‘ FREE TRAINING ‘
More than 7,800,000 U. S. World Way. -
11 veterans, more than half of all whe
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served during the war, have received
education or training under the “Gl
Bill of Rights” during the past 10 years.
The Veterans Adniinistration said more
than two million attended colleges or
universities, three and a half million
went to schools below college level,
nearly one and a half million took on-
the-job training, and 700,000 received
on-the-farm training.

ENGLISH COURSE FOR FOREIGN
STUDENTS

Columbia University in New York
is offering a course for foreign
students in  colloquial  KEnglish  and
orientation to American life. During the
course, each student will be entertained
as a week-end guest in an Amcrican
home. Now host to students from 26
countries, Columbia expcots an equally
varied student body for tho next
session,

Europe Revisited—II.

By Dr. V. N. SHARMA, Madras.

Goldern, Switzerland.

E landed on August 2nd in Naples
for a short stay; this stay we
utilised in visiting the historical ruins
of Pompei, a great city, forty miles from
the Italian harbour, which built up a
wonderful civilisation for the Roman
Empire in the first three centuries of
A.D., when the town-planning in all its
aspects was in its perfection and the
citizens of Pompel were at their topmost
glory in culture, in their commercial
enterprise and in their artistic genius.
But that gigantic valcono, Vesuvius,
burst on the city and destroyed every-
thing that it could in and outside the
city of Pompe: w.th its burning ashes.
Pompei was a mere name and a night-
mare for many centuries to the people of
Italy, until a German archaeologist, a
hundred years back, came forward to
reconstruct the city with the remnants
of the life and work of the city he found
in the neighbouring villages and on the
sea coast, S0 many bouks have been
written on the history of this city, but
you cannot really comprehend the glory
of the place unless you spend some hours
or days in this marvellous city of Italian
genius, for have they not said, ‘“See
Pompei and then die”, As I was going
from. one street to another, from the
massive residence of one noble merchant

to another, my thoughts went to our
Ajunta, Bilora and Blephanta caves, to
Nalanda, Takshasila, Amaeavathi and
Pataliputry, and not to speak of Muaha-
balipura whero I had the fortune to
spend hours and hours visualising the
divine hands of our sculptors, painters
and town-planning experts, who built
heavenly palaces, temples, citics, and
abodes of meditation for men and beasts
to live and procluim the glory of God on
this earth and in the nmdst of day to duy
life’s activities, I wish our archaco-
logists could reconstruct this ancient
heritage of ours, in the same scientific
manner, as Pumpei of old is now exhibit-
ed, and thus make our young vitizensg
take their inspiration from our rich
monuments of old.

) While my thoughts were streaming
in this tantastic day-dream of mine, and
as our guide—of course otficial guides
are indispensable to understand at least
sumething of the glory of Powpei—was
explaining to us, swopping us at the
junction ot four streews, how the road
traffic was controlled by the ciiizens
themselves in those anciont days, wag-
Bohs and chariots in the cenire, foot
Passengors on the sides ete., three Ameri.
van travellers stopped us, a gentleman

and two ladies, and asked us whether
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we could spare a moment to answer some
questions, Wh-t did they mean to stop
us, complete stranger: to them ? So some
of us thought They introduced them-
selves, the gentleman being a dental
surgeon in the mid-west, the two ladies,
his fel ow-travellers from the United
States on a holiday tour in Europe. He
read in his lecal newspaper that India
was going down in her national income
since the British left the Indian shores
for good, and that there was a strong
movemeont. sponsored by the Indian
capitalists themselves, to invite them
back to direct the destiny of ndia. His
paper further 1eported that India could
not attain national unity in any manner,
as people in the different states had their
own views in the matter of unity. The
editor informed his readers that he got
authentic information on this matter
from his special correspondent in India
in whom he had complete confidence.
Bengal did not want to agree with
Bombay, U.P. with the South and so on,
on any national problem; and a power-
ful hand, an outside power liko the
British or American, could alone bring
about a real unity. Otherwise the land
would be devoured by the Russian army.
He discussed this with Srimathi Vijaya-
lakshmi Pandit when she visited his
home town : her answer was satisfactory,
yet he wanted us to tell what we, freshly
coming trom India, thought of this sort
of propaganda. In our party, we had
two Bengalis, one each from U.P,
Madras, Punjab, Delhi, Madhya Pradesh
and two from Bombay—a Gujarathi and
Marathi, and we told the gentleman in
ono voice, that all parts of India, irres-
pective of differences in creed, caste,
language, were putting their cent per
cent cfforts to support our leaders in
their uphill task. Difficulties we had in
plenty, and it was really a wonder to
ourselves alone how the leaders were
overcoming them. There was neither a
move to invite the British back nor a
welcome to the Russian power to save us
from destruction. India strove to work

" hand in hand with other nations that

understood her, As a matter of fact, the
British, since they transferred the politi-
cal power into our own hands, had
become our best friends.  There is equal-
ity among us, and with what happiness
were we now working with them, not
only .in the matter of commerce and
industry but in all cultural matters1 We
also welcome the cooperation from all
lands in all matters relating to the re-
organisation of our edacational struc-
ture, economic reconstruction ete.

All this was news to him, so also to
the other travellers. More than an hour
he stopped us in this ancient city of
Pompel to quench his thirst for first hand
information from our ancient and im-
mortal India. It was not for curiosity
that these American friends asked these
questions. They were in dead earnest
to get right answers. They had studied
books, written by their own countrymen,
by the British, by a number of continen-
tal pandits, as well by our own
scholars since India attained her inde-
pendence—but these friends wanted more
information from the original sources.
I wish our present generation of educat-
ed men in particular, teachers. lawyers,
journalists etc., will maintain the same
lively interest and thirst for fresh in-
formation to enrich their knowledge on
the things in which they are interested,
will be as lively and earnest like these
American friends whomn we met in
Pompei. For us personally, our stay im
Pompei, even though a short one of three
hours—has taught us a new lesson, how
we will face the people of the West as
real pilgrims of India, upholding her
culture and genius on the path of Truth,
fearing none—a lesson which Gandhiji
proclaimed to the world and gave up his
own life in whose practice. * Sutyam’
vada, dharmam chara”. With these
thoughts, we returned to -the boat, just
three minutes before she left the harbour.

At last, on August 3rd, we reached
our present journey’s end (yes, our
passage on this boat), Genoa, the crown
of the Italian marine engineering wark,
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All of us, pecple tron the East and West,
travelling on the m.s. Neptunia, were
quite strangers when we embarked in
Bombay ; twelve days we spent together
as a happy family-people of diffirent
attitudes and outlooks on life, varied
tastes in food and dress ete. belonging to
oriental and accidintal confessions of
religious faith, speaking inaumerable
languages, cte. yei we found real unity
in this diversity., But now we had to
break up this huppy union as we were
travellers, «till to continue our journey
to different directions, some to the United
States, some to the United Kingdom
some to Moroceo, and the rest of us to
several points o the European continent.
I am sure the rich {riendship we contact-
ed will be a permanent one, even though
our physical bodics move from one place
to another,

On disembarking in Genoa, I joined
a party, which was travelling on the
same evenirg to Switzerland, Germany
and Austria. We planned so many
sights to see in Genoyr while we wers
nearing the harbour. But our boat could
not be berthed in the harbour before
3 p.m. and the police and customs forma-
lities could not be finished before t-3u pm.
Our train for Zurich, our next point in
this transit, would leave at 9 pm. It
was Saturday, and all business and public
places were closed at noon. Yet we had
time to spnd an hour on the topmost hill
of Genoa travellirg on the funicular
train, and to behold this city of mari-
time glory of the middle ages, From all
sides ouie could feel the magic power of
this queen of the Mediterranean—the
massive buildings of the Itualian Renais-
sance and the modern structures here
and there entirely lost under the shadow
of the ancient buildings, the range of
hills that make up this city of Genoa,

and the seashore, miles long on the three
sides of the city.

The night journcy by the Swiss express
was very pleasant, The train was run-
ning at 60 1o 70 miles an hour through a
number of tunnels, some miles long and
the major one, thirteen miles long, How
courteous are the customs oflicers at the
Italian Swiss frontier, which is consi-
dered the most difficult one to puss
through with heavy luggage. But we
had no trouble either on this side or on
the Swiss side. When the dawn came
down on us driving away the night,
what a mysterious world we have been
given the privilege by the gods of
Nature to behold, mountaing «n both
sides with their forests and peaks
touching the heavens, as Kalidasa des-
cribes in the Meghasandhesa, with life
moving in the valleys, on the vill ge
moeadows, on the forest paths and on the
banks of the innumerable lakes thut
touched us every half an hour, undes-
cribable scenery all through the way
until we reached Zurich, the busiest of
all cities in this Jand of mountaing,
forests, lakes nature’s unspoiled gifts.
Now I had to part with our friends as
my journey for the time being ended
here. I proposed to travel, a litile
further, into the interior part of thig
country, to spend some weeks with my
old revered teacher, Dr, Paul Geheeb, and
his devoted wife, Mrs, Edith Geheeb, in
their world renowned international Ash-
rama, the Ecole D’Humanite in Golaern,
some miles away in the heart of (]e
Hasliberg, a part of the northern Alps
mountain range, as their guest to rencw
my old contacts with their work and
learn more from their new rich experi-

ences for our educational work in
Madras,.

NOTICE
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General Education in College*
(BY SRI R. SRINIVASA IYENGAR, Srinivasa Tutoriul, Coimbatore.)

The Report of the University Edu-
cation Commission devotes one chapter
of 22 pages to the subject of General
Education., The functions of general
education, the effcets of over-speciali-
gation and the value and content of a
well-balanced education are admirably
discussed, General education should
offer the best practical all-round develop-
ment, so that the graduate may carry on,
besides being efficient in his own special
field, social, business, cultural and politi-
cal pursuits, ‘lhe content of general
education in secondary schools is discus-
sed ; and the suggestion has been made
that the universities should devise ways
and means for giving courses in general
education in their own distinctive man-
mer; and the student may select just
those courses not effectively covered by
his special subject.  The instruction
imparted outside his special subject
should be such as to facilitate his self-
education. The Report gives the warning
that the introduction of a general edu-
cation programme should be carefully
planned. In Western countries, general
education literature is available in
plenty; committees of teachers have
examined the entire curriculum, worked
out the curriculum and selected reading
material and reference books., It is
gratifying that the Annamalai Univer-
sity has taken the initiative in this
important reform. As the Vice-Chan-
cellor of the Annamalai University
observed, while presenting a record of
the achievements of the University at
the P. K. N. Conference, the student will
obtain general education in the arts as
well as sciences, so that a comprehensive
survey of human culture may form the
foundation of all specialised courses. A
student taking science will have some
idea of literature and philosophy of the
world, the student of humanities will

learn about the origins and back-
ground of the universe.

We are grateful that the University
reconsidered their original decision to
introduce the general education course
in the first year of the university life.
The Radhakrishnan Committee Report
strongly condemns the tendency in
Europe and America to devote the first
half of the first year to a general edu-
cation course before the student takes to
specialisation, and a similar tendency in
India to copy it. “From time imme-
morial, boys and girls of 15 years and
older have craved to be at the work of
their lives, or at least to be definitely
preparing for it. To postpone satis-
faction of that craving often results in a
fecling of frustration und loss of interest,
and more frequently in a half conscious
rebellion against an cducational process
which seems to them to lack vitality,”
These observations have, in my opinion
greater force in regard to the
post-intermedinte course.

The Viee-Chancellor, in the same
speech, says that this reform has been
launched “in pursuance of the recom-
mendations of the University Commission
presided over by Dr. Rddhakrishnan.”
After reading this passage, I went
through the Report carefully. 1 think
that there is no room for forming the
impression that a scparate one year’s
course for general education is suggested
in the Report. The general education
course will be spread over three years of
the degree course, three years after 12
years of schooling. The University
Commission’s recommendation is that
the student is admitted to the university
arts and science colleges as well as pro-
fessional colleges for medicine, engineer-
ing and technology, after 12 years of
schooling. The present decision of the

* Paper presented at the University Section of the 44th State Educational Confetence held at Tanjore,
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University seems to be to drop the idea
of abolishing the Intermediate ex:mi-
nation and to resist the proposal to reduce
the degree course to three years, It was
foreseen that as the intermediate classes
bring huge income to the funds of
colleges, it would not be an easy affair
w0 persuade the colleges to abolish them
and reduce the Arts Degreec course to
3 years. The Annamalai University
should be persuaded to act in consonance
with the recommendations of the Uni-
versity and the Secondary Eduestion
Commissions. The University Commis-
sion definitely recommends that the intro-
duction of the courses in general edu-
cation, which will entail additional work,
will be feasible by the longer duration
of the university course, namely, three
years.

Another reason stated for the intro-
duction of the General Education Course
is that the South Indian graduate fares
ill at the competitive examinations, his
equipment in respect of general know-
ledge and skill in the art of essay-writing
being not up to the mark. It is not the
business of a University to coach up
for competitive examinations, If it
wants to help the candid.tes for
the competitive examinations, the
course should be given to those who
need it after their graduation. The
Patna University has a papet on General

Knowledge for the Intermediate and the
" Degree Kxaminations, The field of
general knowledge does not stand still ;
it is widening every day. The aptitude
and the method for acquiring one’s
general knowledge have to be incul-
cated. Again, essay-writing cannot be
mastered by a one-year course. 1t shall
have to be pursued throughout the
Intermediate and the Degree courses.
The syllabus for the Intermiediate and
the B.A. examinations should be so
revised us to incerporate general com-

position. There is at present no training
in the university classes to write com-
position on general themes. The addi-
tional year’s course for achieving this
object is not justified.

As suggested by the Radhakrishnan
Committee Roport, Universities should
plan to impart o general education course
throughout tho university course, not
by a separate additional year's course.

The pre-Univ-rsity course is a separate
problem. The Seeondary Education Com-
mission has suggested that the pre-Uni-
versity course of one year should he insti-
tuted for quickening intellectual inter-
ests and imparting training in the study
of English. But this one yoar of the
pre-nniver-ity cour e can be better spent
in the high sohool, where the strength
of a class does not exceed 40 pupils, than
in colleges where the strength of a
section runs to more than huundred stu-
dents, The TUniversity Cummission
Report has wisely emphasised 1hat,
before the age of maturity is reached for
admission to the university, @ hoy or girl
must stay weder the formal diseipline of
a school and should be taught by the
methods of the school and not by the
methods of the university. The students
are not likely to be benefited by instruc-
tion in the one year of the pre-univer-
sity course, if conducted by colleges,
Again, it has been recommended that
there should be one public examination
and one only, which will mark the cul-
mination of the sccondary education
stag> and the beginning of the wniver-
sity cducation, which rhould, according
to the reports of the two Commissions,
extend ovor a period of threo years for
the frst degree course. Tt is therefore,
clear that the intermediate examination
should go. This reform should be im-
mediately effected by the Government
and the University Grants Commission.

Editorial

THE decision taken last month by the
Academic Council of the Madras
University to ab)lish the
New Schems of [ntermediate examintion
Higher Hdu- and to introduce a three-
cation in  year degre: course .hzxs
Madras:  beon received with mixed
feelings.  {t is no doubt
true that the decision follows the recom-
mendations of both the Secondary Jdu-
cation Commission and the Univeraity
Commission. But the change now
sought to be made intm'forvs_wi\,h the
pattern of higher education as it has been
obtaiving in the State cver since t;ho
inauguration of the Unversity. The
experiment of a neighbouring state some
years ago to run a three-year degree
course did not prove very successful. It
may be remembered that Mysorc.wa:,-;
following up the SS.T.C. course with a
one-ycar ¢ Entrance’ course at a ‘colle-
giate’ high school. In those d.ys, the
Entrance examination was proving a
regular bug-bear tostudents, * We were
told,” write the Secondary Kducation
Commission, “that, in some States, where
the secondary course has been extended
from & to 4 yoars and the Higner Second-
ary Leaving Examination hos been insti-
tuted, students who have gone 1o the
University have proved themselves dis-
tinctly superior to those who come from
the high schools,” This unfortunately
was not the experience of the Mysore
University, which abolished the Entrance
examination and introduced the Inter-
nediate,

There is no doubt but that a great deal
of confusion will be introduced in the
fiolds of secondary and eolleginte exami-
nation in the next few years: and
teachers in Madras, particularly head-
masters, are naturally worried. As
suggested in the Sccondary Educatin
Commission Report, we are to have high
schools, higher secondary schools and
degree colleges. Students who wish to
proceed to the university are to undergo

a pre-university course of one year after
passing the S 8.LL.C. examination. After
passing an oxamination at the end of
this course, they are to underg» a degrqe
course of three years. All that this
means is that the Intermediate exami-
nation has been advanced by a year, and
is presamably to be completed in the
school rather than in the college,

No doubt the fact that the media of
instruction in the high school and the
University vary has led to a lot of dlfﬁ-
culty for those teaching the Junior
Intermediate classes. The proposed pre-
university course is intended to bridge
the gap betweon the maximum attain-
ment of the present-day SS.L.C, student
and the minimum requirem nts of the
University. To putitina different way,
the definite lowering of star dards which
has occurred in the 5 8.L.C. examination
has created problems for the University.
But it is doubtful whether the solution
suggested will be very helpful.

It is apparent that most of the high
schools may not be in a position to trans-
form themselves into higher secondary
schhols. Many colleges will have to
provide the pre-university course. The
{inancial implications for both schools
and colleges may prove embarrassing—
for scheols to find additional funds and
for colleges to lose the Intermediate.
income, Students desirous of entering
the Unviersity are faced with two
successive public examinations in two
successive years. The one-year course
after the high school may not be sufficient
for doing anything susbstantial with the
students, o

Probably the greatest obJecfclon to the
scheme is that the Intermediate course
provides a recognisable Testing place
between the high school and the degree
courses. One who has pagsed the. Inter-
mediate examination is  noticeably
different from one who has passed only
the 8.8.L.C. examination. He is fit to

enter not merely the two-year degree

R
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course, but also the professional courses
of engineering, medicine, ete. Trained
as a teacher, he can certainly instruct
higher classes than the trained teacher
who has passed only the SS.I.C
examination, Al these  advantages
are lacking in  the pre-university
course. [t is recognised by the Univer-
sity authoritics  themselves  that by
passing this course, one does nol become
fit for professional courses.  Professional
colleges have been required to arrange a
further preliminary course of a year’s
duration for him, So the student of
professional courses takes his Inter-
mediate  in  two  instalments—with
probably two public examinations instead
of one. If we add the S.8.1.C. exami-
nation also, he may be taking three
public examinations in three successive
years! And if one fails in the pre-
university course, one will naturally
lapse back as a person who has passed
only the 8.5.1.C. without being in any
way appreciably different, Kven those
who do ot succeed in Intermediate are
better equipped.

Another important problem which has
been bothering educational authorities
all over India isnot likely to find any
solution ihrough this reorganaisation.
The rush for admission to the university
will be inereased rather than diminished
by it. It is casier for parents to send
their children to pre-university classes
in high schools than to secure admission
for them in colleges. The fall-off at the
S. 8. L. C. stage will be considerably less
than at present. Similarly, the degree
courses, which now are open only to
those filtered out by the Intermediate,
will be open to a larger number of
students,

Frankly, we are watching the new
experiment with some misgivings. But
the step having been decided upon, we
trust that our misgivings may prove
wrong and that the experiment may
turn out happily.

Dr. Lakshmanaswamy Mudaliar's
address at the Convocation of the Anna-

malai University on the 20th of Sept.
dealt with many of the notable problems
of educational administ-

The ration, besides giving
"Annamalai  good advice to the gradu-
Convocation ates. Ile Inid stress on
Address.  the value of liberty as be-
ing dependent on the use

made of it. “Never was FHheralism more
needed than at present when the tyranny
of the State in some form or other mny
prove more difficult to shake off, than
any other form of tyranny.” He also
added: “Unless we realise that freedom
demands a self-imposed inner discipline
based on the recognition of higher
values, it will end in a disorderly and
Impotent mob,”  Dr. Mudaliar deprecated
the eraze for scientific studies to the
neglect of humanitics, Quoting Ruskin's
dictum that the really precious things are
thought and sight, and not pace, he
pointed out: “But whatever wonders the
age of technology may bring to human
aid, there is need to remember the eternal
verities  of human life and human
values.”  Dealing with the deterioration
in the standards of universi ties, he made
a useful analysis, tracing them to several
causes, One of the most important of
these, he suggested, was the automatic
equality imposed on the degrees granted
by all Indian universities, Another was
the unfortunate competition among
various universities to grant more and
more first classes to their respective
candidates. Another burning problem
he touched wupon is the medium  of
Instruction in universities, He issucd a
weighty warning against Jottisoning
English on purely sentimental grounds,
“I do not deny,” he obscrved, *the
obvious advantages in the mother tongue
being the medium of instruction, but no
one who hug had acquaintance with the
teaching of advanced subjects in the
degﬂree. and post-graduate courses and
Drefessional courses of training, would
feel that he could discharge his duty ag
a professor, if he were to preseribe ag
text-books the translations that may be
brought about by a painfully siow and
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imperfect method now possible......The
independence that India has gained
should be not only in the political field.
It is at least as important that India
should have a place of its own in the
contributions that it can make towards
the newer knowledge in all fields of
intellectual activity,” Altogether, Dr.
Mudaliar's address was marked by
practical idealism of a high order.

The rapid fall in standards that has
been going on in education in India at
all levels throughout the
Standirds last few years has, as one
and of its root-causes, a
Equality  misunderstanding of the
democratic  ideal  of

equality,

The American educational system
which has been planned with an eye to
equality, has been worried by the prob-
lem of maintenance of standards. A
survey of the aims and methods of
American education, recently made by
Dr. Hollis L. Caswell, Dean of the
Teachers’ College, Columbia University,
and published in the N. . 4. Journal,
deals with these questions in a way
which is of great interest to us in India
struggling with similar difficulties. Dr.
Caswell points out that America from
the first did not take up the dual system
of education prevalent traditionally in

urope—one for the masses and another
for the classes. Instead, a single system
was established, open to all, regardless
of economic or social background. The
idea was to let each pupil climb as far
up the educational ladder as his abilities
permitted and then drop off, But as
against this, there wag the overwhelm.
ing consideration that children in a
democracy should have a certain mini-
mum of education. It wag here found
that this minimum education could not
be provided merely by compelling attend-
ance in schools up to the attainment of
& particular age. For students of diffe.
rent abilities took different periods to

_ attain the same level of achievement,

he question ‘therefore arose whether a

ladder consiructed with year-hy-year
steys was one that the large group of
children with tremendous differences in
ability could climb successtully, This
led to an extension of the concept of
equality of opportunity. ¢ Equality,
it was agreed, should not mean identical
opportunities but quite the opposite.
That ix,cach individual should be afforded
the educational opportunity best adapted
to  his particular needs and abilities,
The standard to be applied under this con-
cept is whether the individual is achiev-
ing as well as he can”. Heve, of course, we
are face to face with the problem whether
we are not going back to the dual system
of Europe—or rather to a kind of
multiple system, And it of course
demands a wide diversification of
courses.

At this stage, Dr. Caswell issues a
warning against certain mistakes which
we are making in India today. The
principle that each student should be
trained only to do the best that he can,
‘“applies only to general education.” For
Dr. Caswell points out: < In brief, in
educating a men to be a citizen, it is a
good investment to make him the best
citizen possible in terms of the capacities
he possesses, But if he is being educated
1o be a surgeon, it is not enough that he
do as well as his ability permits, He
must be able to save a reasonable pro-
portion of his patients.”

Another danger implicit in the concept
of equality is neglect of gifted children
with talents of the highest order, “Every-
day,” observes Dr, Caswell, “we over-.
look talent of the highest order, which

. is anational asset of inestimable value,

Much could be done in our high schools
to differentiate courses and provide for
indepefident study and special groups
without violating democratic principles,”

Some of- the dangers inherent in our
desire to make education available to
all are indicated by Dr. Caswell. If we
are to avoid neglect of talent and a
calamitious fall in standards in our drive .
for extension of education, we shall have

to take thess lessons to heart, .
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Student Indiscipline

(Psychological Analysis of the Causes and Remedies)

BY SHRi S, N. NIGAM, BSc., LT, (Const), Sahitya Ratna, Dip. I.ALC,
Panna (Vindhya Pradesh).

‘ E hear some highsounding names of

ill-famed dacoits, murderers and
robhers, prominent in the eriminal world.
In addition to them, we find o greater
percentage of the childven engaged in
anti-social  activities like stealing,
gambling, drinking, smoking, speaking
lies and what not. If we give a little
thought to these, we shall find that the
number committing  these is on ¥the
increase. Why is it s0? What is the
reason for this increase, and the remedy,
if any ?

INDISCIPLINE IN THE SCHOOLS
Let us come to the field of education.

- No doubt the system of education of a

country is responsible for the growth
of rowdyism in it. What is rowdy-
ism? In my opinion it is just
opposite to culture, As we have positive
and negative ourrents, so have culture
and rowdyisn. It had rather be called
¢ Negative Colture ', The wave of rowdy-
ism is on the increase during these
days specially among the students, We
will have to think together and find out
the causes and their remedies, if any.
The first cause of indiscipline among the
st_udents is the existence of pseudo-politi-
cians among them., As in history, we
read of the Stone,Age, the Bronze Age

LX—10—1 )

VA aa

and the Iron Age, so we are living these
days in the Throat Age, Hullo Ageor
the Age of Rowdyism., We see a number
of inushroom political parties spring
overnight with the sole intention of cap-
turing seats and power. The strength of
the parties depends upon the heads
enrolled, the number of workers and its
resources, The resources can be found
from the big backbones and the number
of heads enrolled depends upon the
working and enrolling capacity of its
workers.

RECRUITMENT OF POLITICAL
WORKERS

Wherefrom are such a large number
of workers to be recruited ? Well! there
are the recruiting centres—the schools,
colieges and other educational institu-
tions. There the leaders find young
adolescent boys and girls. This adolescent
period is - full of vigour and energy.
There is the “ instinct of assertion” also
in its. full bloom. The boy or the girl
wants to show that he or she is the most
intelligent and courageous of all. Every
one is eager to show that he or she is the
best organiser and has the maximum
capability to suffer. Days are not days
and nights nights for them. Heré tl}e
leaders find -the fertile fields for their:
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idealogies to germinate and grow. Young
boys and girls blooming with vigour,
bloed dashing through their veins and
forcing its way to come out, are ready to
do anything and everything for the gods
of their hearts. Leaders very cautiously
recruit them, lift their minds in air and
make them their tools., In the words of
the famous Hindi writer, Shri Jai
Shankar Prasad, ambition is * that
mirage which makes a man blind and
unthoughtful of his present. The
thoughts of his future imaginary posi-
tion, make him think himself to be some-
thing superhuman and extra-ordinary.”

STUDENTS DREAM TO BECOME
MINISTERS

Similar is the case with the student
leaders. Their dreams of becoming first
grade leaders and occupying ministerial
chairs take them so high up in the air
th@t they forget where they really are.
Being taken into the confidential circle
of the big leaders, they believe them-
selves to be really much superior to their
companions and engage themselves fully
in the cause of their parties.

EFFE CT ON THE TONE OF THE
- SCHOOL

The schools are to run in their usual
way. Curricular and co-curricular activi-
ties are to be conducted in their proper
order. Courses are to be finished, tests
a,.nd examinations to be held. Side by
side, there is a procession in thes town,
the number of whose participants is also
to be increased at the cost of the schools’
work. There may be a meeting in front
of the Tahsil building or a *satyagraha’
in the neighbouring village. The organ-
Isers of these activities ave mostly
students, who are to be easily noticed
holding party flags or demonstration
posters and leading the gatherings with
enthusiasm, followed by kisans, maz-

‘doors, students or a hired mob. N aturally,

the regular working of th l is
disturbed. & of the schools s

Schoql teachers get low salaries, Their
status in society is low. But they also
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desire to be respected by a majority.
Hence openly or secrotly they also
associate themselves with one or the
other of these parties. They try to see
if they can have a better career in
politics than as petty schoolimasters.

STUDENTS RUNNING AWAY
FROM CLASSES

In the semi-disturbed ntmosphere, any-
how the courses of the examinations are
finished, but the students deem it suffi-
cient on their part, if anyhow they get
themselves marked present to ensure a
percentage of attendance enough to be
eligible to appear at the examinations,
Most of the students run AWay on
‘French loave ’ during subject periods.
Th(s teachers, tired of checking these
mischiets, lcave them free to go their
own way. Daily evening and morning
off -school study of the students has now
become a thing of the past. It is only
in the examination period that they burn
their midnight oil, and semi-prepared
they appear at the examination, As the
students, of their own accord, are not
sure of their success and have not mas-

tergd the courses taught, they run to the

teachers or contact students at other
places to get some hints and know some
important questions. After the exami-
nations are over, they engage themselves
in finding out the names of the examin-
ers to whom the answer books have
been sent, and they begin to approach
them. They bring recommendaiions
from the friends and relatives of those
examiners, and thus in cerfain cases y
to get the minimum pass marks, even if
they have not actually done enough to
seoure them, If they pass, they become
models for the juniors, Looking on them,
they think that intensive study is really
not necessary to get a pass in an examin-
ation.  There are other cheaper and
easier methods too. Why not adopt
these short-cuts? The guardians are

also satistied, if the student gets a pass- ;
In case "

port for the next higher class.
they fail, they fecl ashamed to remain
among their family-members and receive

STUDENT INDISCIPLINE

a shelter in the party offices, where the
clever and worldly wise leaders, using
very sophisticated words with the utmost
caution, give them solace, a sort of balm
for the hurt heart. Thus, they fall a
prey completely into the hands of their
leaders. They develop a hatred for the
examinations once for all. They do it
very cuutiously. They declare exami-
nations 1o be not a test of one’s know-
ledge. They speak of their followers to
be of much superior intelligence than
those who have passed even in higher
divisions.

MISFIT FOR A CAREER

Why should Itake much time of my
worthy readers, who themselves can well
draw the picture before their mental
screens and psychoanalyse the subject
along with the leaders? No doubt, some
of these ambitious students rise to high
offices, but the majority remain trotting
hither and thither with a jhola in the
left hand and a cap upon the head.
After sometime there is a clash of ambi-
tions and there is a spark. Rivalry sets
in, Parties spring up inside the party,
and dissensions take place. Receiving
blows from all sides and having destroyed
their educational career, the gentlemen
find themselves misfits for even a sub-
ordinate or a clerical post. Their stand-
ard of life has risen up. They are unable
to curtail their expenses, but have no
income. How is the balance to be ad-
justed? To bring the equilibrium, they
pose as friends of some high officers and
ministers and engage themselves in
‘Four-twenties’ of recommending per-
sons for posts, permits, licenses, transfers
etc. They develop the habit of talk-

- ing niuch, but only with hundred percent

falschoud, showing great friendship to
everybody, but with no sincerity
of heart towards anyone at all.

TRUEST FRIEND

They anyhow try to extract ‘money
from some foolish client who comes

‘ under their shade to get some of

“his grievances redressed or some work

. ed, the better,

‘more,
AN S
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of his done. They pose themselves to be
the truest men, who do not want that
even a pie of their friends be spent
uselessly, but abuse some concerned
official who would not agree to do the
work unless he is paid a bribe of a
certain sum. The client, under need and
trouble, pays it with a sigh in his heart
and a stone on his chest. Then there is
a distribution of the money, the ratio of
division remaining at least fifty-fifty.
This is the friendship of that dishonest
and treacherous friend. :

BRINGING A BAD NAME TO THE
GOVERNMENT

Here 1 have tried to give only one
picture. I don’t want to open the box of
sins these false friends and the nation’s
parasites do. The earlier they are avoid-
They create demoralisa-
tion in the society, indiscipline among
the students, interference with the proper
conduct of business by the officials and
thus bring inefficiency and bad name to
the Government everywhere. - They
criticise without having regard to the
fact that our officers and Ministers are
pushing society towards development
with' the limited resources at their
disposal. :

STUDENTS ALOOF FROM PARTIES

Now L would like to draw the attention
of the kind readers towards the common
saying of today—* There is no discipline

in the schools, The standards of teaching .

and examinations have gone down.” I
myself realise and everyone in the field
of Education does realise the same.
These are facts. We have to eradicate
them from their very roots. But.the
poor teachers alone are helpless in accom-
plishing this huge task, The only way"

of bringing discipline back among the
students and raising the standards isthe

aloofness of the parties from the students,®

and more attention by the guardians to-
wards their wards’ studies and behaviout, .
Then only can we expect discipline ih ":
the sohools and the standards raised onos, o
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Educational Experiments in Bombay State:

Vidyamandir: The Schoo

I Village of Narayangaon

By but €N, PATWARDHAN, B, A., Hon. (Bom); T. D, (Cantaby; M. Ed. (Darham),

-~ Lrofessor and Head of The Depertme
Liducation, St. Xavier's Institute of [
Edwcation, P

(We recently learnt that the (Fovern-
ment of India, in cooperation with the
Ford Foundation, has appointed an
International Committee to study the
probleins of rural education in India, to
note the institutions worthy of support
and generally to determine the future
policy in respect of better higher edu-
cation in rural India, Here is an
experiment in Bombay State described
with the object of introducing a deserv-
ing institution to those interested).

The object  of the experiment :
“ Vidyamandir will cater to the cultural
and ethical needs of the village by pro-
viding the training in the theory or
science of the crafts chosen, in fine arts
and in good citizenship, so as to give its
boys a wide cosmopolitan outlook .

Location :  Narayangaon, 40 miles
from Poona, isa typical village of the
dry-farming area in the Deccan Plateau
between the Indrayani and the Pravara,
a region perpetually exposed to the
danger of scarcity and famine. Nara-
yangaon has one great advantage-—it is
the junction of State transport services
where roads from Poona, Nasik, Tale-
gaon, Ahmednagar and Junnar meet,

Nature and scope of the experiment :
The Vidyamandir is a co-operative effort
in readjusting social order through edu-
cation, and it will embrace about 35 small
villages and hamlets within an area of
about 10 sq. miles around it. Suitable
small and cottage industries will be
organized, which will provide employ-
ment for tho agriculturists when they
., have no work on their farms—and this
period of idleness extends over eight
months in a year. Through daily neces-
sities of the villagers, through interest-
ing and instructive crafts like smithy,
carpentry, pottery, weaving and through
advanqed organized small business units
for tailoring, laundry etc, and finally
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through a co-operative farming system,
the Vidyamandir takes the problem of
adjustment of the erstwhile sioprossed
and neglected inhabitants of (his dry

region to the new modern conditions of a
democracy.

The means : It is praiscworthy that
the Vidyamandir came into oxistence
through the initiative of the villagers
themselves.  Being a centre of transport
routes, some of the villagers established
contacts with the neighbouring towns
and cities, and a few even made a name
for themsclves in the capital city of the
State—Bombay. These successiul sons
of the soil were moved by the indefati-
gable efforts of Shri R. P. Sabnis, B.A.,
(Cantab), former Life-Member of the S, P,
Society, Poona, and former Principal of
the S. P, College, in the neizhbouring
town of Junmuwr, 9 miles cway, Shri
Sabnis had created at Junnar o High
School which was described by inspecting
officers and visitors as ‘magnificent
work done, which was a pleasure for
them to inspect and visit . This Iigh
School was under the direction of Shri
Sabnis from 1935 to 1944, bhut Shri Sabnis
himself was unconvineed of any real
work being done in the interests of the
villagers, The Narayangaon villagers
collected a sum of 70,000 rupeo, and
with this money and a picee of land
approached Shri Subnis 1o undertake
freely any educational cxperiment he
chose to advance the cultural and mate-

rial conditions of the populuce, This

sum was not a donation by one man, but
1t was raised by a self-imposed tax agreed
to at a villige meeting held for the
spec._lflc purpose, This is ccrtainly a
glorious example of illiterate Indian
villagers placing their utmost trust and

hard-saved moneys in the safe-keeping’

of an educationist. The medns wore, thus,
found at last to launch the experiment.
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The men :  In India any time we
learn of men without moeans—a common
tragic tale of educational workers, Shri
Sabnis had now to face the problem of
securing the necessary number of devot-
ed men, who by their knowledge and
experience will help the development of
the proposed village-school.  Judging
the needs of the people—mainly in agri-
culture—Shri Sabnis secured a band of
¢re-tired bhut not tived’ experts, from
Government services, He was joined by
a ‘re-tired’ director of agriculture, two
‘re-tired” Executive Engineers and a
young agricultural graduate, who came
on loan trom a Government department.
A remarkable coincidence was the re-
cruitment to this band of self-less devoted
workers of a Huropean lady—Mrs.
Cousins—who had long ago taken up a
farm in Narayangaon and settled down
there, occupying her time with social
service to the women and children of the
region, Shri Sabnis had also the ardent
support of his own old students and thus
the problem of securing teachers at this
remote village was much eased. With
this band of workers Shri Sabnis com-
menced work in 1944,

Metihods : Though an idealist, Shri
Sabnis is not a mere visionary. He
realised that the villogers had still deep
faith in a secondary school of the com-
monly known type., They would not take
to an absolutely novel type of school,
however grand in conception it might be.
He, therefore, started a partially resi-
dential High School (Stds. VIII-XI) and
tried to work this institution on new
principles and to enrich its minimum
courses with a maximum number of
useful activities. Relief and help to the
parents of the pupils was another ma jor
activitiy of the school. The agricultural
experts served the villagers to maks
agriculture more easy aund efficient ; tho
doctors, whom Shri Sabnis secured, helped
by preventive and curative measures,
and the engineers made village planning
a reasonable possibility. Shri K.V, Joshi,
a rotired deputy director of agriculture,
persuaded the soil conservation departe
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“Teachers are give

ment to bund the farm lands in the
village.  Villagers offered their physical
labour in this public canse. Thceir enthu-
siasmt knew no hovnds. The successful
operations attracted the attention of
notables within and outside India, The
Food Commissioner of the Government
of India, the Chicl Minister of Bombay
Government and othors visited Narayan-
gaon to see for themselves what o band
of soclal workers animated by the spirit
of sacrifice and public service could do in
a distant famine-stricken area.  Movies,
illustrating  the Narayangaon experi-
ment, were proudly exhibited in U. S. A.
and Australia. The methods employed
succeeded within and outside the region.

Within the school, mixed agriculture
is preferred to pure agriculture, A
beginning is made with 50 Leghorn hens,
a few sheep and gradually by addition
of buffaloes and cows (cows do not pay
as much as buffaloes), The 18] acre farm
will be producing muech for the school,

Agriculture on the farm is modernised
by a five-horse power oil engine and a
pump for irrigation and water supply to
the school and the hostel.

Sanitation is demonstrated to villagers
by the adoption within school limits of
french Iatrines and urine-pits, which in
turn make forbetter manuve for the Held.,

Dignity of labonr: Teachers and
pupils work voluntarily out o0 school
hours to make the kitchen garden a
success ; they produce vegotables for their
daily consumption. Shade trees are
planted and assigned to pupils indivi-
dually for nurture and after-care. Orna-
mental gardening adds beauty to the
natural environment. Avenues are laid
out and maintained, Remarkably enough,
as different from other schocls, this school
has few ‘chaprusis’ or peons, Self-hel;
and mutual help are the methods to instil
in the minds of the teacher and the
taught the virtues of labour.

The Present und the Future: The
Vidyamandir is at present a school of
about 250 day and residential scholars,. -
Scholars in residence are few—about 25, '
n well-designed guaps
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ters to accommodate o =mall family of
five. The cehonl rovoives a Choveriouent
grant of aboue W 2000 annnally, The
villageys foove contribuied Bs 36,000 for
the agricudiurd section. There are o
fow small but unasked donations receiv-
ed from philanthropists from as far as
Rajkot in Sourashira. The total expense
on the institution is about Rs. 35,0600 o
year, The sehool is entrusted with deposits
by villagers, and thus gots a woiking
capital for improvemonts. These deposits
vary trem R, 100 to Re 500, Co-opera-
tion in all matters with the villagers
and daily practical help to them are the
chief means of support to the school.

In Jenoory 1954, the Vidyamandir
subtaitled to Govermuent a project on
“ pilot instivution for mubiiiateral cecon-
dary and sceial cduecation  for rural
areas”. An annual recurring grant of
Rs. 44,000 from the Government will
make it feasible for the Vidyamandir to
put into operation their plansg, which
are (i) Social education, (ii) Hxtensinn
of agriculture—-poultry, goat and sheep-
farming, (i) Commercial  work-shop,
(iv) Hostel facilities and refresher clusses
for farmers, and (v) Vocational educa-
tion to enrich village life.

Problems: The Vidyamandir, which
is described by Shri Sabnis as a *Mission’
school, is the right type of school suitable
for our country where such educational
mistions ought to multiply. The main
probiem is fo get young enthusiastic
‘missionaries’ in the cause of secular
education. Toduy Narayangacn Vidya-
mandir is a one-man mission, helped
by a sister, Murs. Cousins. But both
the missionaries are old; Shri Sabnis
is 61 and Mrs, Cousins is equally
advanced in age. They have to create a
tradition and secure young teachers to
be well-nurtured in the traditior. Unless
the Government comes forward to
finance liberally such secular educational
missions, the fear is that the missionury
spirit will die out and the institution will
sink to the level of other ‘project schemes’
where persons gather mainly to take up
@ job and look to the three P’s—pay,

promotion and pension, The missionary
spivic of the fommders has to be sustained
hy the Stde by keeping fhe mi=sionaries
above wont and cave,

The socond problem whiich challenges
the calinbiisnnent of ~weh instilutions is
the age-old apathy of the people towards
anything educational, The peopie must
come o re=peet eduention osoa o vital
necessity  of  daily  lite,  The  spirit
exhibited by the villegers of Narayan-
gaon must spread out to other villages
and there mush aviso @ twevoment in edu-
cation. This again depends on the can-
did and unstinted support received from
all administrative agencies. We quote
from Waood’s Despateh of 1854 (para 98) :

swoe desive it should be authorita-
tively communicated 1o the principal
officers of every distriet in India, that
honeeforth thiey are o consider it to be
an important part of their duty, not only
in that social intercourse with the
natives of India, which we always learnt
with pleasure that they maintain, but
also with all the inflluence of their high
position, to ald in the exiension of edu-
cntion, and o support the inspectors of
schools by overy means in their power”,

Fortunalcly in Free India we have
not =0 much to depend on  ‘inspectors of
schools’, but we do have amongst us self-
sacrificing  educationists  who are
measuring every ounce of their strength
against  superh  odds. Our  national
Government cannot do better than enjoin
on all the officers of the State to exert
their weight in favour of the educational
missionaries and thus create a strong
body of social workers among aur people.
It is unfortunate that Govirnments are
too busy fashioning oot o mechanism of
their  own and ll!'!‘li})]ying agencies
under Governiienial  control  alone,
neglecting such viluable, local, spirited
oxperiments like ihe Vidyamandir at
Nerayangaon, 1{  this  Vidyamandir
fails, it will not be the failure of the
founder, but an open admission of the
incapacity of our own national and
political ~ structure to vourish and
strengthen thoroughly Indian institu-
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tions and popular agencies in education,
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Sri Nava Bharat Ashram, Goribidnur,

Mysore State.

Spiritual and Moral Instruction Programme

By Sri M. A, NARAYANA IYENGAR, M.A., B.L,
Retired Deputy Director of Public Instruction, Mysore State.

L;sson 7. How the Rishi realised
Truth or Brahman,

(Notes as a basis for a talk on a losson
to students in one or two hours).

lissuvaasya Upanishad, Mantras 4 and 5.
Introduction :

(1) It is stated in the Shaanti-mantra
that the puurnas universe proceeds from
the puurna Brahman; it is declared in
the first mantra that the puwrne universe
is the habitation of the puurna Iisa ; and
again in the third mantra it is pointed
out that a man who leads an <undivine’
life destroys his dafman,

(2) Bring it to tho notice of the
students that the three words used above,
namely, Brahman, Iisa and Aatman,
denote the same truth in its three aspects.
*Brahman’ is the aspect of truth from
which the universe proceeds, and there-
fore it is externul to the universe. “ Iisa’
is the aspect of truth in which Brahman
pervades the whole universe or is im-
manent in it. ¢ Aatman’ is the aspect
of truth by which Iisa is the antar-
yaamin in every object and being with-
out exception. Hence the rishi explains
in mantruas four and five the characteris-
tics of truth in its different aspects.

(3) Explain to the students that a thing
can he described in two ways, namely,
the Jogical method or the dialectical
method, According to the former, the
thing is defined by 4ts particular quali-
ties which wre not found in other things.
But according to the latter, the thing
can be described to possess potentially
opposite qualitics, which enable it to
evolve two opposite types of things..
Give the following examples to.make
the above idea clear to them. (i) The idea
of an “animal” can be -understood by

| the enumeration of its particular quali-
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yassya bashysab |

ties as distinguished from those of non-
animals, or it may be described as that
thing which has the potential capacities
to produce two opposite types of things,
namely,man-animal andnon-man-animal,
such as the monkey. (ii) The idea of a
“living thing ” can be understood by the
enumeration of the particular qualities
of a living thing as distinguished from
those of “ non-living things”. Or it
may be described as that thing which
has the patential capacities to produce
two opposite types of things, namely,
animal living things like monkeys and
non-animal living things like mango-
trecs, (iii) The idea of a railway engine
at rest in a station can be understood by
the enumeration of its particular quali-
ties as distinguished from those of the
carriages or other things, or it may be
described as that thing which has the
potential capacities to produce move-
ment and non-movement.

(4) Explain to them that Truth or
‘Brahman’ is described by the rish¢ in
this mantra according to the dialectical
method as that Independent or Absolute
Existence which has the potential capa-
cities to possess and produce opposite
gualities.

(a) Themantras—-the meanings of words
and sentences.
Mantra 4.
Anejadekam manaso javiiyo |

- Nainaddevaa aapnuvan puurva mar-
shat | | ’

Taddhaavato‘nyaanatyeti tishtat |
Tasminnapo maatarisvaa dadhaati | |

Mantra 5.
Tadejati tannaijati tadduure tadva.

‘dantike I .

Tadantarasya sarvasya tadu sarvasgs
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4, Anejotonot woving o shoking ;
ehom = one L munno Javiiped s noving
swifter thon the mind; porremarshot =
oh account of snecding on before or on
account of s possersing than before ;
dlercid = sense-howers o gods s e capni
i = Qid vot veaehy ool = this Dradonean:
tishtat (iva) - thongh yemaining  itself
standing ; Tl thoty alyel/ < outsirips
or moves {aster thony dhaavalab anyaan
=all other things that run or move
fastly 5 Twsw/n - in it or by virtue of it;
muatariseae - the mind or the creative
principle (probrdsy dadliaalti =sapports
or establishes 1 Avpol =water (cloud ete)
or actinne (Fanetions),

5, Tadeiat T =T0 moves s Tamnatfaii=
1t moves noty Tulidvee Tuis Sars Tud-
vadantile=1t i near; Yodoelarsye = T4
is within or inside ; Surocsya=all this;
Tadu = Yty Survasyaasya baokhyatah=is
outside all this,

Point out to students that there are in
the whole ten sentences in these two
mantres, bat only six main idess as
noted helow (1) hum = It s only one.
R) Anciwt ; Tedejat? turnaljali ) manaso
Javiiyceii—Tt is stable, not shaking., It
movey, and it moves not. It moves
swifter than the mind. (3) Devaah puwr.
vomarshct  enol  ho-gapnuvan = The
senses or the god s do not veach it (Brah-
man) on account of its speeding before
them (heing theiv cause) or on account of
its possessing thom.,  Zdsbtat (tva) Tal
dhaavatab annyaan dtyeti=But though it
remains standing, it scems to outstrip all
other things that ran fastly. (4) Taddunre
todoadantibe - 16 is far and it is near.
By Tedantarasie Sarcasye Tudw Sar-
vasgaosye fedigafah =16 s inside all
this, «nd it is outsice 2ll this; and (6)
Pirsieit ¢m wcotaciswaa dodhaati = In
it the mind =upports water or the clouds;
or by virtue of it, the crentive principle
or pralritl supports actions or  esta-
blishes functions. Let us now elearly
understand the significance of the above
ideas contained in these sentences one
by one.

() Elam—Truth is one,

(1) Explain the different meanings of
the word ihem or one with the aid of
the following camples. () My dog is ane
of many dogs in the village. (i) Thero is
only one king for our state. (iii) Man
has ane body. (iv) Gravitation isthe one
foree acting wpon all objets uniformly,
(v} Nature ix one existence,  And (v
while sleeping yesterday night, 1 had
one void experience. Point out that in
the case of the dog, it is one of many
dogs; in the case of the king, theve is
no man in the state who is equal to him
or above him ; in the case of the body, it
is one as a whole having many narts in
1t 5 in the case of the gravitation force,
it Is present or inmumanent in all objects ;
in the case of Nature, there is no second
thing other than Nature because all
other things praceed out of it in different
periods of time ; and lastly in the case of
of sleep experience, there is no conscious-
ness of variety of objects at all, but there
is only pure undivided consciousness.

(2) Bralman is declared as ekuin (one)
in this manfra. Different meanings are
given by commentators to the word ekam
in this connection, ‘Brahman’ not connect-
ed with the universe, is one, because,
1t is realised by the Rishi in samaadiii,
as pure, undifferentiated unity-cons-
ciousness as in the case of sleep-cxperi-
ence.  ‘lisa’ or ‘Brabmarn’ immanent in
the universe is one, as in the ease of
gravitation force and indivisible Nofqre,
The wuniverse which procecds i of
Brahman is one like the hunian hody,
having many parts within i, But eme
phasise the fact that Tiralman or Tisy’
in reality should not he considered as
one, as in the cave of g dog or oven of g
king, becanse ‘Brahman® or Jisa cannot
bc' senarated  completely  fromy oty
objects or beings. Point out ale e ly
that however much we y ey tound -
sta’nd t]_won(mmsmf ‘Brahman hy worldly
analogies, we eannot gt clegp a ,
tion of it, till we acinail
‘Brabman’ or

- Coneep-
¥y realise the
T : .
Lisa’ in Yogie sunaad b,

et
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(b) Anejat-Tadejati and Tunnaijati—
manaso javiiyah, ‘

How can Brafunan possess the contra-
dictory qualitics of movement and non-
movement at the same tine ?

(1) The aspect of Bralman not connect-
ed with the universe is non-moving, non-
shaking and formless. Tt does not lapse
from its real state at any time and undey
any circumstances ; henee it is stated to
be ancjul and naijali,

(2) Iisa’ or the aspect of ‘Brahman’
being immanent in the universe as a
whole, appears to move, shake, change its
from or lapse from its original state,
when the whole universe evolves {rom
the pralaya state to the present evolved
state and involves from the evolved
state to the pralaya state again. In
short, ‘Brahman’ has the potential qua-
lity of producing a universe of move-
nment, ‘lise’ being immanent iy it,

(3) ‘Iisa’ has pervaded the whole uni-
verse infinitely, and so there is not an
electron or proton, an inch of space or
instant of time in which He is not the
antaryaagmin, Point out that when all
beings and objects move from place to
place, ‘lisa’ appears to move faster than

- all these. The moving being finds “Tisa’

Whgx:ever it goes and even beyond the
position it has occupied. This idea is
beautifully expressed in this mantra as
“manaso javiiyah”,

(4) Explain the idea of ‘“manaso ja~
viiyah” with the help of the following
example, The coach drawn by the horse
moves swifter than the bullock cart, the
bicycle moves faster than the coach, the
birds fly in the sky swifter than the
bicycle, the motor car ,ean move faster
than the bird, the railway train moves
swifter than the motor car, the aero-
plane moves faster than . the railway
train, the wind moves swifter than the
a‘eroplane, the earth moves faster than
the wind, the sun moves swifter than the
earth, the stars move faster than the sup,
and electricity moves swifter than all

- the previous objects, - Is there anything. -

which moves even faster than electri
city? TLet the students reflect anc
answer, Point out finally that humas
mind with its desires and imagination:
appears to travel faster than electricity
as it can in an instant think of any
point of the earth, planets or stars anc
even various invisible lokas.

(3) Can we conceive of anything
nmoving swifter than mind ? Yes; Brahk
man in his aspect of *Iisa’ is faster than
the mind, because from Him proceed
millions of minds and ‘lisa’ is immanent
in all these. Therefore ‘Brahman’ or
Tisa’ is described as moving faster than
all the individual minds, as He appears
to move with all these minds and beyond
these.

(6) One commentator has explained the
sentence “tadejati” and ‘tannaijati’ in
this sense.  Brohman appears to possess
within itsell potentially, or Tisa is imma-
nent in, all objects which do not move
and which move. :

(d) Devaah puurva marshat enat na
aapnuvan — Tat dhaavato anyaan
atyeti tishtat,

(1) One of the meanings of the word
devaah is the gods, and the idea con-
veyed in puurvamarshat is that Brahman
possesses all these within Himself., Ac-
cording to this interpretation, the mean-
ing of the above sentence is that even
the invisible gods of the universe were
not able to reach Brahman or realise Him
in spite of their best efforts, because they
were possessed by Him already. ‘

(%) According to gnother interpreta-
tion, the meaning of the word devaah
is the senses, such as the eye etc., because
they illuminate. And the idea conveyed
in puurvamarshat is that ¢Brahman’ig
the cause of prakriti and its manifesta-
tions, such as the mind, senses  eto;
Hence the meaning of the whole sen-
tence is that the senses do not reach this
‘Brahman’ because the latter is not only
the cause of the former, but also even of-
,th.e splises.
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(}annot reach the ‘Brahman’ beeause Tt is
its cause, how can the senses reach 149

(3) Brahman is stated to bo fishtat
that is, It stands firmly everywhire
without heing perceived by the senses,
mind and intellect of man and cven by
the gods.  But again ‘Brahman’ appears
to go heyond all moving objerts, howoever
fast they cover long distances! Toint
out to students that there appears to be a
contradiction in these two ideas anly
when we do not deeply reflect wpon
them,

(4,).Explain that there is no contradic-
tion in these two ideas by bringing to
the notice of the students the following
analogy. Spacc is standing firmly evory-
where ; but when all obiccts mave in it
and cover long distances, space i yet
beyond them and so appears to have
gone beyond. them, leaving off the moving
ob_;]ec’ts behind. In the same manner,
‘Iisa’, who is the aantaryaumin even of
the space and who stands firmly, infini-
tely existing everywhere, appears to be
rushing always beyond all the positions
occupied by fast - moving objects,  In
other. words, no moving object, whatever
may be the distance covered by it, can
reach the limits of *Tisa’, who is in’ﬁnité
F all directions and in all periods of
ime.

(e) Taddure Tadvadantike.

(1) How can we say that ‘Brahman’
or Truth is far away from us? *Brah-
man ", not connected with the universe,
is far away from us who have only the
experience of the universe and nothing
else. KEven ‘lisa’, who is our anfurya-
amin, caunot be vealised by swmsuuring
hl_(e ug, who are in bondage on account
of the predominance of (amoguna and
rajogune in us, MHence ‘Iisa’ is far
away from us! Again, man occupies
only a small portion of time and space,
but ¢ lisa’ exists everywhere and in all
periods of time! Hence ‘Tlisa’ is far
away from the ordinary man. In short,

the vast majority of men are ignorant
and therefore cannot realise the two
:\ﬁxpc(:l‘s of Truth, namely, ‘Brahman’ and
‘ii:j:m , even in a thousand million years.
Is W wrong to state therefore that Truth
18 far away from them?  Zaddure,

@) Again it is stated that Truth is
very near us—Tadvadantike "t How can
we undersiand  this statement ? 1 one
develops salf ra-gune, heeomes a jnaanin
and a bhofta ond altains samaadhi, we
canrealise dircetly that ‘Brahman’ is our
Reality and ‘Iisa’ is our antaryaamin,
Then we are aware that Truth in both
aspects is very wearus! Nothing else
in the uni\_'e)'sc can be nearer to us than
Truth ! It is tree that Bralanan is every-
whare, und =0 Tt is ulso in the spot we
are naw. s it wrong  thercfore, to say
that Truth is very near us?

)y Tadantarasye Survesya: Tadw Sare
vusyauasya Buchyatah.

These two statements which appear to
be contradictory are reconciled in the
different ways noted below by com-
mentators, '

(1) Trath in its aspect of Brahman is
outside the universe as a whole; but
again in Its aspect as * lisa’ 1t is imma-
nent or inside the infinite universe also.

(2) <lisa’ as the antaryaamin of a
particular object is inside the object
But at the same time He is antar:
yaamin of all other objects in the uni-
verse. 8o He is outside the object also
In this manner, He is both insido zmd
outside every object or being.

(3) It is siated in the swanti-mantra
that the universe has proceeded from
.Brgh.'mmz, and yet Brghman remains
mhmt(;; S0 Dralman must be outside
the universe.  Again, it is stated in the
first mantra that Brahman, in His aspect,
of ‘lisa’, hay entored into the univepse
completely everywhere and at all times,
S0 Tisa’ is inside the universe also!

(To be cont inued)

Educate for New Sarvodaya—Part 1

By Dr. K. N. Kint, M A, Ph.D. ( olumbin University), Forwer Darector
of Public Instraction, Jodlipur,

1. #Sarva”™ means all, < Udaya ”
means prosperity. * Sarvodaya’ connotes
. X ] ]
« Prosperity For All People.”

If we are to have a programme of
Qarvodaya, it should inchude prospertty in
all aspects of life for all poople, It should
begin with educition, which is the 1ife-
breath of a nation.

TRI-PHASED EDUCATION

9. Rducation in Sarvodaya Samaj
should be tri-phased including fraining
for culture, vocation and defence, all
the three trainings being quven equal
importance, Vocational education and
military instruction are highly culiural,
in that they include related mathematics,
science, art and drawing, cconomics and
sociology cle,

3. An independent nation which
neglects military training of its citizens
will be enslaved sooner or later. We
must produce Abhimanyus and Lakshmi
Bais., Rudiments of physical and
military training, such as drill, hiking,
camping, lathi exereizes ete. should begin
from the sixth year of the ¢hild.  As the
child grows, military exercises should
increase. By the eighteenth year, when
the average student will be a graduate,
the individual should be a full-blown
soldier. .

4. If at every stage of education,
Slenlel’_ltary, secondary, and college, equal
attention is devoted to these three kinds
of training, the pupil will be prepared

"to enter a vocation, independent of

governtent service, and also be ready to
defend his or her hearth and home.

5. At present, the nation is largely
undisciplined. Military training will
fill this void. Vocational training will

help in agriculturisation and industriali-

zation on modern lines, We can compete
Wwith other nations, only if we import
instruction in modern science, pure and

applied, and modern technigues in
industry and  warfare. Learning by
heart Shakspeare’s plays and Milton's
poctry has landed the country into
danger. Education should be imparted
in regional languages even at the highest
lovel, Hindi should be a compulsory
language.

MECIIANIZATION

6, We should be able to produce
maximum materials in the minimum
time.  Swift and sure” should replace
«Slow and sure 7. That our nation can
work for this end has been demonstrated
by the speed with which we have nearly
solved our food problem and reached the
target of the {iith year in cloth-produc-
tion in less than three years in our First
Kive Year Plan.  We should work with
the same alacrity in every other field.

7. We must adopt full-fledged
mechanization, also in our cottage indus-
tries and agriculture. We need not be
afraid of unemployment, since we have
still to organise thousands of new indus-
tries and up-grade thousands of present
ones, If we purchase only-goods made
in our country as far as possible, we shall
be able to give employment almost to all.

8." Now that the Government has been

giving ‘great encouragement to indige-.

nous efforts in starting industries, more
and more daily necessities of life are
being produced in our own country. So,
if every citizen vows to purchase Indians
made goods, industries will flourish and
the enormous drain of our wealth will

diminish and unemployment will beon”

the wane. .

9. The people.should be taught to

invest their spare money in National
Loans floated by our Government 8o as
to help in further industrialization.

10. Production of machinery required
for our industries'is a great desideratum;

" S T L.
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Enginecrs and technicians employed in
diverse industries should be sent in
hundreds to industrially more advanced
countries to learn how to manufacture
machinery required in cach and overy
industry.

11, Agriculture and cottage indus-
tries should be mechanised so that our
farmers may also get more leisure to be
devoted to cultural and vocational
studies, They should have time to
undergo military training too.

12, At present, people cngaged in
cottage industries like hand-loom
weaving, work for over twelve hours a
day and hardly get a rupee each. I now
live amidst them. They are mostly
illiterate, and even the literate among
them have no time or inclination to read
a newspaper. Less hours of work and
more production will up-grade life
through the employment of labour-saving

machines, The same is true of our
farming,.

13.  Our industrialists should stand by
our Government and push up industriali-
zation, If they do not strengthen the
hands of our Government, they them-
selves will be the losers in the end, They
should pay to the Government the legal
taxes and revenues without let or
hindrance. They should feed the Kama-
dhenu which provides them milk.

FIVE-YEAR PLANS FOR DEFENCE

14, Every citizen, man as well as
woman, boy as also girl, should be a
soldier. There is need for military
equipment for training inside schools and
colleges and also outside.

15, We must have the strongest army,
the most powerful navy and the most
mighty air-force. The equipment needed
should be produced 'in our own country,
We must draw up successive five-year
plans for defence-training as well as
SJor manufacturing war-materials, We
must take part in righteous wars, when
it would be dangerous to depend upon
foreign war materials, We may not get
them, Foreign purchases will drain our

weadth too. Foreign firms may  also
decoive us by providing  anuvunition
that may not fire and guns that will not
work. Morcover, production of war
materials - will  yield employment  to
millions, including scientists, engincors,
technicians.  Nursing will give work to
thousands and thousands of women.

16. First-aid and medical care of the
wounded entail o vast drug-industry and
manufacture of surgical instruments and
other medical cquipment. Only rudi-
mentary attempts have beon made in
these fields in our country. We have
vet to make a colossal headway.

17, The private sector in industry is
too shy. They must muster courage and
serve the nation by working earnestly to
achieve the targets in our five-year plans,

18, We produce annually only about
one million tons of steel. To be a first-
rate nation all round, we should be able
to manufacture three hundred million
tons of steel a year. EKvery State where
the raw materials are available, showld
establish a steel industry.

19, We must also harness atomic
energy both for war and industrial
purposes.

EXPANSION

20. In some of the countries of Asia
and especially in India, the density of
population is {oo great to allow of
enough food production to sustain the
people in comfort. There are vast tracts
of fertile and virgin lands in some of
the other continents unoccupied or
sparsely occupied. In the latter regions
exist vast quantities of mineral, animal
and forest wealth too, which can be
utilised to augment the material
prosperity of the Asians. If these nations
will unite and demand the occupation of
those lands, the whites who follow the
dog-in-the-manger policy now are sure
to yield. Sweet reasonableness is bound
to succeed when the human strength
behind it is of the order of one thousand
and five hundred millions, and if the
latter will intensify their efforts af

e a
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militarization and emanate as first class
military nations, success is assured.

21, When the question of “live or
dic’ arises, nations ultimately use force.
The people of J'Juropo_used forqe, gxtnm
pated the aborigines of Australia, South
Africa and America either completely or
partially and have been doing so even
today, and themsclves inhabited those
lands. Soif the future generations of
Asians will adopt foree in years to come,
they cannot be blamed.

22, World War 111 is in the offing.
Nations have been preparing f{or it, as
they did before the previous two world
wars., Sooner or later, it is bound to
take place. Atomic weapons will be
used. Large masses of people will be
wiped out, Wisdom should dictate to
the comparatively ill-equipped Asian
nations not to get excited and join the
belligerents, unless their own countries
are atlacked. When those powerful
nations will fight among themselves and
will be laid low, opportunities will
present themselves to the neutral Asiatics
to press their claims for expansion with
vigour and force, and the latter will
succeed. '

BLOT OUT UNTOUCHABILITY

23. The Indian Constitution has
abolished untouchability and the Central
and State Governmenis have been taking
active measures to blot it out. A bill to
penalise this curse on an all-India basis
should be prepared at the centre and
should be passed into law soon.

24. While the Hindu religion
preaches the highest form of equality as
between man and man, practice is in the
opposite way. The Geeta enjoins: “Wise
men look equally on a Brahman endowed
with learning and humility, a strong
man, a humble person, a mean individual
and the poorest person”. (Chapter V,
Sloka 18), What a high ideal of
democratic living !

'25. The reform should therefore be

Z}}:‘},'eﬁeoted, in the- orthodox .contres, -‘The

S

Jharia coal-fields told me th

ancient Kings gave large landed bstates
and other privileges to the Hindu Mutts
to cnable them to consolidate and expand
religious thought and help people to
understand it ; but the Heads of these
Mutts have consolidated their own power
over the people for their own aggrandize-
ment, and have been interpreting the
Shastras in a most conservative manner,
lest they should lose their disciples, who
are dwindling anyway. The leaders of
Hindu society must tell these Heads that
unless they take a broad view and
aligned themselves with modern socio-
logical thinking, there is every chance
of their completely losing these privileges,
and of their powers being repudiated by
thoe laity.

26. It would be in the wide interests
of the Hindu Society and humanity in
gencral to choose a few Mutthadhipathis
and priests from among Harijans,
Harijan cooks and servers should be
employed in all licensed hotels to a
certain degree. ~

27. A few Heads of Mutts should be
encouraged to underiake world tours
each year and study world conditions
first hand and realise how untouchability
and other curses among us are viewed in
progressive countries. The more learned
and advanced among them may place
real Hindu thought before the nations of
the world. :

28. Religion should enable people to -
live a full life. Hindu religion should
therefore be secularised, Mathadhipathis,
priests and temple administrators should .
study the Five Year Plans, the objectives
and organization of National Extension
Scheme, Community Projects, Social
Welfare Board, Cottage Industries Board, ..
Bharat Sevak Sangh ete., co-operate with
the Government authorities in working
these probless in the lands belonging to :
them. Co, e

29, Economic advancement enthuses
people to think of religion. A woman:'
social worker amongthe coal ﬁm of

B g0
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asked the women labourors o attend

Bhajara in ithe evenings, they plainly
told her that they woere not interesied in
religion when their living  conditions

wore nuserable, Shmilar s the case with
most poor people. Our religicus hicuds
showld therefore bestow adequate aticn-
tion on the material prosperity of Harijan
and other hackward classes.  Weo cannot
jusily claim equality elsewhoere, when
untouchability and poverty slalk our
land.

Cur children should he  taught to
eschew uniouchability al every level.

CULTIv ATE RELIGIOUS
TOLERATION

30. When » Hindu is couverted to
another religion, either by force or
willingly, he is not tuken back to the
Hinau fold, if he should repent and wish
to come back. In the past, millions were
converted to other faiths at the point of
the sword, and however much the {orcibly
converted pesople remonsirated that they
were living o Hiudu life and none other
and wished to be taxen back, they were
not received again in the vespoctive
castes, 8o great was Hindu intolerance.
Lven in these days of enlightenment,
orthodox Hindus ure siill as intolerant
as before.

31, Our Swamis have not been guided
by the Geetha ideal—*“ He who judges
of pleasure and pain everywhere by the
same standard as he applies to himself,
that Yogi is regarded as the highest”
(Chapter VI, Sloka 32). That is why
Christian  missionaries  succeed in
proselytisation, '

If there is any vitality in Hindu
religion, as therc was two thousand five
hundred years ago when Buddhism
(reformed Hinduism) spread in most
countries of Asia, let all those who wish
to embrace Hinduism willingly now be
recetved with open arms and (et us show
our real spirit of religious toleration.
It is no use merely finding fault with
missionaries for what they have been
doing according to their light,

320 bel one Swainis invite  the
missionarios for direassion ol religlous
masiors and  convert the  missionaries
themaelves to tho Tinde veligion if they
will be convinead  of iy suaperiority,
There ave thotenands off daropeans and
Anmericior whe feel thial Hindu religion
has great truihs 16tk o the world

and are prepared o adopt L s Hinda
intolerunce that doos noy receive them
into the Hindu foid.  Atter World War
ILL the West will sdopt Hindu religion
with greater avidity,

POSITION GF WOMIEN

33, India was traly  great in very
ancient fimes, one principa! reason being
that women enjoyed canal priviloges
with ten in st cifnivs of e, Though
in our Cotstituiion ooy fove cquality
with nmien, stili becwwse of sge-old  social
customs  and  prejudices, women are
denied cquality in practice and millions
among them are behind the purdah,
Men must quickly change their attitude
and scek the co-operation of women in
every walk of fife.

34, Women should also take overy
opportunity to press their claims for
equality. There should be more women
minristers both at the Centre and in the
States. Women should also be appointed
as governors, ambassadors, aviators,
judges, weifare officers ete, If all our
transactions are done in the regional
languages, able women with  sound
commonsense can be found to work in
these ficlds.

35, If women be given military
training just like wwn, they will be
enabled 10 sbow theiv prowess and be
progressive it their  outlook.  Their
assistance shoutd be taken in formulating
and working ive Year Plans, Conunu-
nity Projects, National KExtension
Schemes, Social Welfare Boards and so
on. One can see women working ag
farmers, hotel-keepers, traders, stone-
breakers black-smiths wielding  the
sledge-hammer, drawers of road rollers,
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hand-loom weavers and ¢o on in addition
to being factory labourers. Therefore
they have enough experience to give
counsel for improving these occupations.
Their work should be mechanised, and
they should be enabled to produce more
and earn more in less time and have
enough leisure to be devoled to citizen-
ship purposes.

ABANDON SUPHERSTITIONS

36. In the name of religion, many
primitive religious practices such as
worshiping animals, plants and inanimate
things, both on the carth and in the sky,
and also devils ave rampant. Al kinds
of imaginary and impossible stories have
been formulated in Puranas and other so
called religious treatises to strike terror
in the minds of simple folk about divine
punishment, with tho result that fear
rules our life,

37. Once I heard a pandit delivering
a lecture on the cow and describing the
gods that reside on each and
every part of the cow’s body. One can
see printed pictures depicting these ideas
on the walls of some of the Hindu homes.
In our daily ‘worship, oblations are
offered to vurious imaginary gods, while
the Gita propounds only one Supreme
P o wer— Imperishable, Indefinable,
Unmanifested, Omnipresent, Ufthinka-
ble, Unchangeable aud Eternal (Chapter
XII, Sloka 4). No wonder that educated
youths run away from these primitive
types of worshiyp of animate and
Inanimate things which look ridiculous
to them. We should discourage reading

of Puranas and other. superstitious texts
in the name of religion,

37. Some elderly peopls have been
now trying to impress on the laity that
Sri Rama and Sri Krishna were gods.
Younger poople ask, “If God be so great

as to create and rule millions of universes,
should he assume a tiny human form to
destroy still tinier souls like those of
Ravana and Kauravas?” I think we
should give up the notion of avatars.
Rama and Krishna were great souls.

38.  Also, we should have simple faith
in God and God only, and in no other
imaginary substitutes. All rituals should
be abolished. Idol-worship is a most
unreasonable form of worshipping Him.
Once when Gurudev Rabindranath
Tagore had a meeting with Mahatma
Gandhi (1925), the former is reported to
have expressed: 1 would like to sweep
up every idol of every kind-—brass, wood,
stone and alabaster—from every city and
village, every temple and mohalla, and
make one great heap from the whole
;country and sweep them into the sea and
so cleanse our stables,” to which the
Mahatma  characteristically  replied :
“You dare not take a crutch from a lame

man’s arm until you have taught him
how to walk.” :

39. We must take to heart the words
of these two greatest personalities of the
then world and benefit. We shall remove
the crutch when we shall teach the

Geetha conception of the Almighty to
the masses, '

40. Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, the
greatest statesman of our times, said on
July 8, 1954, while opening the Bhakra
Canal in East Punjab that he looked
upon these places of big works as temples
and places of worship. For him temples
or gurudwaras or mosques were not as
much places of worship, as these places
of great works where he felt more

religious-minded. May our nation give °
up superstitions and follow this religious
thought of the Prince of Pacifism and -

Human Brotherhood. '

(To be Continued) * -
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Curricula for Women

BY RUNICE CARMICIIATL ROBERTS,
Director of Wemen's Educotional

(The question of what constitutes
appropriate education for women at the
college level is one that has been consi-
dered seriously in the United States since
women were first admitted to U.S. colleges
some 100 years ago. Does equality of
opportunity demand that women be
given the same education asmen? Or
does their role as homemakers, wage-
earners, or botn combined, require a
different cducation ? If so, what kind ?
There are many opinions on these basic
guestions. The following article presents
one of them.)

The history of higher education for
women in the United States is only about
a century old. It has been accompanied
throughout its development by battles
over every right and recognition won,

One of the early battles that had to be
fought was to establish the fact that
women are capable of being .educated.
This fact has been established. In about
a century of higher education for women
in the liberal arts and in several decades
of education for women in a wide variety
of professions, there has been no evidence
that women are not the equals of men
in intellectual ability and potential
development.

Perhaps it was natural that in the
early fight for higher education, women
should follow the curricular patterns
already established for men. 1t probably
occurred to no one to question whether
there should be different patterns,
Besides, there was the need for women
to prove that they were eqnally educable,
How to do that, except in the same
curricula ?

Now, however, it seems profitable to
consider the possibility of different
educational needs for men and women.

. Women's interests are just as diversi-
fied as those of men, and they overlap

Assistant Dean of the Faculties and
Programmes, Indionoa University.

thoze of men. There aro few, if any,
fields in which some women are not
intercsted; thero are few, if any, fieldsin
which some men are not interested. This
would suggest that, in one seuse, thero
should be no differences in their educa-
tional programmes.

There should be broad offerings open
to both with efforts to insure that the
major interests of cach are adequately
met and with assurance that good
counselling in choices is provided with-
out sclf-conscious feminism or masculine
condescension,

But it is true that, as o group, women'’s
major interests are diffoerent from those
of men,
choices they make, as a group, when all
curricula are open to them. It is
domonstrated by what they do after they
leave college. It appears that the answor
to one question is fundamental to any
planning of educational programmes for

women : What will be their role or roles .

after they leave the university ?

About 80 percent of our current women
students will marry and become home-
makers within a few years

graduation. Most of these will need to

earn a living for a short while before

marriage and possibly to supplement the
family income for the first few years
after marriage. Some will remain
unmarried. Many, and their number is
increasing, will wish to combine a career
outside the home with marriage and
home-making.

For that majority who choose home
and family without an outside career,
there will como a special problem in
middle life, Although the nurture of
small  children should probably be
regarded as a mother’s full-time job,
children do grow up and lcave home

while the mother is still in prime physical

and intellectual vigour,

This is demonstrated by the

after
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What do these considerations of roles
mean for those concerned with planning
educational programmes for women ?

Every woman should be provided with
some occupational competence, Fven if
she does not have the experience of
earning her living, she should have that
competence as her most wvaluable
‘“insurance policy ”. Conversely, the
woman planning a career without
marriage should be counsclled into some
preparation for marviage because of the

actuarial likelihood that it will happen
to her.

Th.e salient fact for those charged with
providing curricula and counselling for
women is that most of the women will be
married and have families. Thereafter,
with greater or less emphasis, their lives

will be centered around their status as
home-makers.

As a home-maker what will a young
woman need to be and what should she
be competent to do? She will be largely
responsible for the physical comfort and
well-being of her family ; she must see
that her children are inoculated against
some things and nurse them through
others; she must be able to plan and
prepare, or supervise the preparation of
meals. She may be the representative for
the fami_ly in various church, community
and civic activities, She will do most

of the buying of clothing for the family,
of equipment for the home,

Without minimising the importance

- of these skill aspects of her job, a far

more important part of the question is:
What kind of person should she be? The
acquisition of the skills need take only
a small part of her time and energy. It
is the woman who largely sets the moral,
spiritual and soeial tone of the home.

Not only should she have her children

. imrhunised against disease; she should

-outlook -on i

‘with. which to approach -it, -Not .oply.

immunise them against -dishonest
‘shoddiness and deceitful practics, Ngt’z

ouly should i
meals ; she sh: he give them balanced

fe and a sense of values

uld give them a balanced -
- for. broad liberal ‘arts t

does she buy their clothing; she guides
their recreation, what they read, and
what entertainment they enjoy.

It is most important that the woman
be trained for these functions too.
A major portion of her education can
woll be a liberal arts programme, whether
or not also she wishes professional train-
ing, for it is within the disciplines of
the liberal arts that intrinsic education
takes place, education which changes
the person himself,

Also, although there are historical and
social reasons for the fact that more
great contributions have been made in
literature, art and philosophy by men
than by women, at the contact level the
transmission of our culture is primarily
by women. The woman who nurtures
and cultivates the intelligence and
budding thought processes of children
needs herself to have had her mind
awakened.

Women need training which allows
for more flexibility than do men after
formal education is completed. The
possibility of no marriage or of widow-
hood must be taken into account, even
though most women train primarily for
home-making.

A liberal arts programme provides for
more possible alternatives later than
does any other sort of education. And
against thé time when the children are
grown, there can probably be no better
preparation than a good liberal arts
education. One of the most tragic roles
in our society today is that of the
middle-aged woman without goals or
significant activities, This is tragic not
only because it is such a waste of human
resources, but also because, as is: often
the case, she is not conscious of the’
nature of her role. e

Preparation, for leisure time is another
facet of the education’ of = women..
Mechanical devices in the homs  have-
given women more leisuré than their:
husbands usually enjoy. Strong support:

S Arain ; bt L 9
basod:on $his need alone, .
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In addition to leisure time as usually
conceived, there is a sort of half-leisure
which is concomitant to some jobs men
dq but to many jobs that women do.
Dlshwashing, housecleaning, family
taxi service, and dozens of other trivial
but necessary occupations certainly do
not require one’s full attention, There
1s a tremendous need and opportunity
for society to educate a Woman in such
a way as to give her a breadth of
imagination and a depth of inner
resources which will provide her with
something of more value to contemplate
as she goes about those tasks than the

‘ipfconseq_uential happenings of her daily
ife.

'It is more important to educate for
this partial leisure than for full leisure
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because a person often drifts into the
former without awareness, whereas he
vaually plans for full leisure.

In summary, our society should provide
opportunity for education in a profession
for any woman who wants it along the
same lines as that provided for her male
fellow students, However, it should
counsel most of its women into some
preparation for marriage, including skill
courses for those who feel the need for
them. OQur society should help them
make plans which will give them the
maximum adaptability after their formal
education is completed. It should have
ever before it as a goal for each one the
inclusion of as broad and as decp a
liberal arts education as is possible,

Editorial

THE Senate of the Madras University,
on Octobo_r 14th, approved the pro-
posal for the introduction of three-year

degree-courses in the place

Madras_ of the two-year courses
Reformsf m now current. We dis-
Umvers_lty cussed the significance of
Education

the reform last month,
_ but nevertheless feel that
there is no nced to make apologies for
reverting to the theme on the occasion
of the Senate giving its formal sanction
to the scheme of the Academic Council.

It is a pity that this important reform
was adopted by the Senate after only a
discussion of two hours. Opinion critical
of the reforms does not seem to have
cared to express itself during the debate.
In.'th'e circumstances, Dr. A. J, Boyd,
Principal of the Madras Christian Col-
lege and a member of the Syndicate, did
a noteworthy service by drawing atten-
tion to many of the manifest weaknesses
in the proposed reforms. “ We do not
vet know,” he said, « what ig going to be
the syllabus_ of the higher secondary
course. Until we know that, it is very

difficult to give a final answer to all the
problems that have been pointed out.”
He also dispelled the notion that these
re_aforms carried out the recommendations
either of the Sadler or Radhakrishnan
Commission. Both these commissions
had proposed a three-year degree course
on the top of'a two-year Intermediate
course. But the Madras proposal envis-
aged oqu an year’s interval after the
completion of the S.S.I1.C. and before
admission into the degree cougse. He
warned the Senate that it was not
realistic to say that somehow the stand-
ards in the University could be raised by
adding a seventh form to the hj gh school
course. Nor could it be said that the
language problem  would present less
difficulties in the new set-up. For the
higher secondary schools would be having
the regional language as the medium of
instruction.  Dr, Boyd also urged the
inadvisability of adding an extra yoeur
to the schoql course, which might reanh
in the 80 of the students who ot ),

sch.ool for good at the School Finy] stage
going in for it, If added to the College

the
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course, only the 207 who went in for
higher education would take it up.

Dr. Boyd finally declared that the
passing of the resolution could not be
taken to indicate their final decision.
They might have to revise the decision
when details were examined and dis-
cussed.

On the other hand, the Rev. Fr.
Murphy, who moved the resolution, com-
mended the new scheme of the higher
secondary school as excellent. He dealt
with some of the difficulties during the
transitional period, There would be two
sets of students entering the degree
course—one from the higher secondary
school teaching through the regional
language and preparing for a final
examination conducted by the Secondary
Education Board, and another taught
through English for a pre-university
coutse in the college and passing an
examination controlled by the Univer-
sity.

Another difficulty to which the mover
referred was that of finance. Most
colleges could not afford to lose their fee
income from Intermediate students.
Though he did not think that this would
lead to a serious crisis, he gave the assur-
ance that the University authorities
would take steps to introduce remedial
measures,

In view of the opinions expressed and
disclosures made by Dr. Boyd, we feel
that the Senate could have gone more
deliberately about thematter. Dr. Boyd’s
statement that all the concrete details
were not available before the Senate and
that there was a possibility of the pro-

~ posed reform being sctapped or amended

after the scrutiny of these detalils, intro-
duces a disquieting nqte of suspense
about the future of higher education in
Madras, All these seven years after the

- attainment of freedom, we have been

having a hectic time with’ ‘confused and
contradictory changes in primary,

~secondary and high school edugation. It

isto be hoped that the fever has not

caught the University also, and that-

whatever reforms are thought necessary
would be introduced with deliberation
and without the liability to annual
changes.

*

Our readers will re-call the article
which we published under this heading
last month, from the pen of

Student Sri Kalidas Xapur, the
Malaise  distinguished educationist
of Uttar Pradesh. It sug-

gested two causes for student indiseip-
line—sex starvation among young men
owing to late marriages and the entry of
teachers into all kinds of political agita-
tion. Commenting on this, Dr L.. Mukher-
jee writes in Education that the sexual

‘life of young women and men is getting

reconciled to the changed conditions. In
hig view, student indiscipline is due to
deterioration in the quality and prestige
of the family, which no longer acts as a
restraining force making people peace-
ful and law-abiding. Conflicting adult
standards and frustration caused by an
out-moded system of education aré also
pointed out as possible factors making
for indiscipline, Dr. Mukherjee is con-
vinced that the few teachers who have
entered politics are not at the root of
this trouble.

Tackling the same subject, Principal
B. S. Mathur refers to Prof. Kabir's diag-
nosis which finds a potent cause of in-
discipline in the loss of respect for teach-
ers by students, This in turn Sri Mathur
traces to interference in details of ad-
ministration of schools and colleges by
political bosses. Teachers are no longer
free to act according to their judgement
and discretion. When students get spec-
tacular demonstrations of the helpless-
ness of teachers before political bosses,
there is little possibility of the teachers
being able to enforce discipline.

The subject of student indiscipline is
again the theme of an article by Sri.
Nigam which appears in this issue of.
the Review. It will be noticed that he

Lalso attributes the major share of.the
“trouble to ‘the use made of students hyi|E
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ns and to the glitter of political
smpting frustrated teachers.

. a widespread phenomenon as
it indiscipline is obviously due to a
oy of commplex causes, Some of these
nentioned in the opinions set out
re. Wemay add a few more to the
One is the entry into our schools
d colleges of students from social
agses to whom education is new., It
1ay be remembered that till recently
literacy of the father was a qualifica-
tion for the son’s admission into institu-
tions of higher learning in Madras.
Students of this kind are not accustomed
to the tradition of discipline in schools.
To add to this, respect for teachers is
effectively undermined by the open
exercise of undue influence by politicians
and officials in the matter of admissions,
promotions etc. Again, the calibre of
the teaching profession has gone down
deplorably on account of unsound
methods of recruitment and inadequate
prospects held out to teachers. Over
and above all this, we have the spirit of
the age which despises authority of every
kind. The achievement of {recedom for
India has been taken to imply the right
of the students to determine what lessons
they shall listen to, what examinations
they will sit for and what kind of papers
they will answer.

The fact is that we are living in a
transitional age of dissclving values.
Unless the leaders make up their mind
as to what kind of society they are
building, education is bound to cause
serious headaches to students as well as
teachers.

It is good news that at long last some
one has thought of and ventured to
embark on the publication

Sunshine of a journal for our adoles-
cent pupils. The situation

that made for the phenomenal success of
penny dreadfuls in Western countries
towards the end of the last century is
being reproduced to some extent in our
country now, We are now busy turning

out quite a large number of young people
with the ability to read and write. Just
what sort of stuff are they going to
read? Good taste in reading does not
come spontancously and of its own
accord., And if we do not educate these
new literates into good tasto in reading,
they will run the risk of becoming the
vietims of vendors of sensationalism,
pornography and unscrupulous political
propaganda.

Sri G. 8. Krishnaiya, who has been
connected for decades with the training
of teachers and who has also to his
credit experience of educational condi-
tions in foreign countries, brought out
on August 15th last the Inaugural num-
ber of Sunshine, ‘a progressive children’s
national monthly with a world view.! It
is being  published by the Sunshine
Publishing House, 5556, Shivajinagar,
Poona 5, and is available at an anpual
subscription of Rs. 5-8-0. The advisory
board includes the names of distinguish-
ed leaders and educationists, Messages
of good wishes have been received from
men and women of light and leading in
every walk of life.

The editor’s plan is to include in the
journal for the sake of high school boys
and girls stories, articles, hobby notes,
household hints, health notes, things to
make and do, jokes and biographises
from various fields. Space for teachers
and parents, notices of prizes and com-
petitions, suggestions for social service
etc., and a page for scouts and guides,
will be provided.

About the competence or the enthy-
siasm of the editor, there can be no two
opinions, We are sure that he will
make Sunshine bring sunshine into the
life of cvery hoy or girl who is lucky
cnough to 1'9&(} it.  But the venture is in
the nature of a pioncering effort and
requires encouragement from all sides,
We hope that this will be forthcoming
in sufficient measure to make the maga-
zine the success that it deserves to be
and that soon editions of Sunshine ;

DOt ¢ ) may
be appearing in various Indian langu.-
ages,
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Recently the Annamalai University
celebrated its 25th anniversary, Univer-
sities founded by private
Annamalai  benefactions are familiar
University  enough in Western coun-
tries, particularly in
Amerioa, but the late Rajah of Chettinad
set a fine example in India when he
started this University in 1929. Since
then the University has expanded and
progressed in many directions, But,
surveying its achicvements over the past
25 years, we may be permitted, 1o point
out that it has yet to strike its own dis-
tinctive note. Much work still awaits it
in the study and interpertation of South
Indian, and particulary, Tamil culture.
We are sure that on this occasion, under
the stimulating guidance of Dr, C. P.
Ramaswami Iyer, inspiring lines of
development will be chalked out.

Mr. Justice Mack, who delivered the
Founder’s Day Address, spoke *provok-
ingly ’ on many controversial topics. In
particular, he referred to the problem of
multiplicity of scripts in India. There
are many points over which we ‘differ
decisively in his reading of the cultural
history of India, but it is unnecessary to
traverse them here. On the question of
seripts, however, we wish to make a few
Observations, We do not feel that it is
very easy to overcome the sentimehtal
attachment to the different scripts in ,
India. Probably we will have to recon-
cile ourselves to the fact of having many

Boripts as with that of having many
anguages,

Experience of the past, shows only
intense loyalty to local scripts. The
study of Sanskrit all over India was a
unifying influence, but the language
was studied in different scripts. Almost
till the beginning of this century, South
Indians studied Sanskrit in local seripfs.
Those whose mother tongues were
Telugu, Kannada and Malayalam found
no difficulty in reading and writing
Sanskrit in their respective scripts, Those
whose mother tongue was Tamil used
the script called Grantha, which is
closely allied to the Tamil script, for this
purpose. Even now there are some dis-
tinguished Sanskrit scholars in South
India who are ignorant of the Deva-
nagari script.

A study of the history of Indian
scripts shows that both the South Indian
scripts ¢n the one hand and the Deva-
nagari on the other are derived from the
same original, The Devanagari is a
modern development, while the South
Indian scripts go back to an earlier type.

We mention all this only to draw
attention to the complex historical pro-
cesses behind the development of the
various scripts in India. It would not
be easy to sweep them away in favour

of a single script, either Indian or
foreign. It is some matter for consola.
tion that the vowels and consonants of

almost all Indian languages are more or "
less the same. This undoubtedly suggests
the possibility of a single script, but the .
day for that has not yet dawned and is
not likely to dawn for many a.year 10 -
come, Ty
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Education Via Museums

The Challenge in India

BY SRIG.S. KRISIINAVYA, M A., PI.D , Principal, Shri Shivaji Preparatory
Military School, Poona, and Editor, * Sunshine'.

THE eye-way to knowledge has through
all the ages been regarded as the
most popular and the most effective, The
visual comes before the verbal. Tt makes
the abstract concrete: the vemote iy
bl:ogght near; the unfamiliar is made
vivid and interesting; the absent is
made present ; what was forgotten and
unknown bhecomes unforgettable. Limits
of time and space are overcome. Sight is
mlg'h'c. And yet although the museum
capitalizes this fundamental principle
and bui.lds on it, there are thousands of
people in Madras, Bombay and Calcutta
who have not ever stepped into the local
museum and seen its different depart-
ments and the numerous rarve exhibits
which leads one to say that the museun;
movement in India stands in need of
great encouragement and that the few
existing museums should cxert them-
sclves to the maximum to attract and
serve the people more satisfactorily and
more enthusiastically,
Introducing the Lord Reay Maha-
rashtra Industrial Museum Bill in the
House, the then Dremier of Bombay
Mr. B. G. Kher, who was also in ohargé
Sf Edu_cation, is reporied to have said :
‘I roalize that possibly when the word
M.useum‘ Is mentioned, you conjure up
vistons of dust and dirt and endless rows

LX~—11—1

of specimens arranged with meticulous
care. It must be admitted that museums
in India have in the main adopted a
purely passive attitude to education and
where  attempts have been made to
extend their sphere of usefulness they
appear to have met with sigularly little
support from the educational and finan-
cial authorities. In not a single one is
there that intimate link between schools
and the public on the one side and the
museum on the other, which issuch a
feature of the museum service of the
U.S.A., and several European countries,”

The position of India with respect to
so useful and necessary a means of mass
education as museums is lamentably
low. India has a population of about
340,000,000 comparable with that of
Europe minus Russia, and yet, whereas
Europe has over 5,000 museums, India,
we are told, has only 105.

Further while countries like Great
Britain and the United States spend
about 8d. per head on museum services,
India provides about 1/30th of a penny
per head. The total amount allocated
annually from all sources to museums in
India is about Rs. 7,20,000, less than is
spent on a single really g)od museum in
any one of the great capitals of Europe,
or America, The five largest Indian
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museums have a larger income than the
remaining 100 put together, but even
their combined incomes do not equal
what is spent annually in Glasgow,
Manchester or in o single one of {(he
six large national museums in the eity
of London. Tiven Swedon with o popula-
tion of 6 millions spends more than
India. Possibly in no other counivy of
the world, except Ching, are there =o
many large towns without « public
museuty of any kind. Bombav to Cal-
cutta, from Ferazepore to Triciﬁinoml v,
.India has but few ideal 1enseum build-
ings-——few cool, spacious, inviting temples
of the Muges, such as are 5 be seen in
many American and European citics,

Nevertheless, when the vast eealogsi
cal, archacological, ethnologicnl e\r;tr'}
other potentialitics of India are consider-
ed, one is astonished and ashamed at the
smallnes_s of the sum now being expend-
ed on this vital agency. So few areas
of the world ave so rich in history, «o
fruitful for the archaeologist, so in‘vfting
to the scientist, that the comparative
poverty of the museum movement in

ndia strikes a thinking person with
amazement.

Thex"e are reasons for the paucity.
India is essentially rural and there are
only 40 towns or cities with a population
of over }.-,000,000. Besidex 907 of India’s
population are illiterate, also the wealth
per capitum is but a fraction of that in
Europe or America.

A furthor reason for the comparatively
poor state of some of the Indian museums
is that India has not been blessed wi:h
benefactors in this field as gener usly as
have been the United States and various
countries of Europe. Gifts of a hundred
thousand dollars for museum purposes or
new buildings arc not unusual in the
United States, but in India there have
been only two gifts of this magnitude
namely, Mr, Currimbhoy Ibrahim’s <fif£
of Rs. 3,00,000 to the Prince of Wules
Museum, Bombay in 1906 and Lord
Curzon’s endowment to the Victoria

Menworial Hall, Caleutta, with o sumn of
£ 20,000, P e

The museuin should be one of the best
recognised forms of publie servico, a
cultural agency used effectively for the
oducation of the muasses, and should
attract the enthusiastic support of the
_c\qnnnmiiy, rich and poor, literate and
literate, man and woman and child,
True education which js an awareness
of man and his enviromment, is never
completed.

Every school can have a small museum
at very little cost. Pupils are delighted
to collect specimens of stones, shells,
stamps, coins, roots, leaves, grains ete,
ete,, during their vacations; and even at
other times, with o Jitile puidanco from
their teuchers of Seiene, Cteography and
so on, they should be bl to do o splen-
did job, Then there is the training that
comes through the opportunity  for
cl.asmfy.ing, labelling and preserving and
displaying. Periodically old specimens
must make room for new ones, Cure mqu
be taken to sce that pupils are :ﬂ)lo 1:()
undurat{md what they are secing, The
sense of wonder is greatest fortunately—
in  childhood. The School-Museum
should feed it constantly.

Ll America, Geimany, and in Great
Britain, museums have heen established
by the hundred as adjuncts to elvn;en’t-
ary and sccondary edueation, but ip
India few museunis have been establish
ed with this object  in mind v“,\yd
amongst the fajlures of nm\"cl.m: ')
I_ndi:_x, the failure to uso them .‘“ﬁ hlib "
tional institutions iy T)m'lmiw"thf(ucé'
unfortunate. The o;\um(;(:;i()l; si N ﬂfoﬁt
strengthened every  way 11)0? 3 e
Euseqn}s and studongy Jy 1);';‘1{i11; I\Z{(ﬁ?

i T . X ’ - A
palrt:)lfblttl?o tgu i:o(id uscums o delinite
P the 'ML'\ f({() course and by direct-
s ,dL.‘i eNEon of teachers to the
i \P"Q teational valuo of museims
e Lrince of Wales Museum in Bowbay
a8 1IN some previous vite]
barties of teachers to «
History Section to

_Years, invited -
0 visit the Natura] -
learn about the - .
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ibits so that they in their turn may
g:h;bglt: Sto conduct their previously
instructed pupils to the museums accord-
ing to a definite schedule. This can and
should be done wherever there is a large
museumn and a pupil population. In India

~ whore education tends to be too literary

and abstract, every opportunity should
be seized to awaken interest in the
notural history and culture and the
history of India by means of museum
oollections.

The Tudian wmusewm movement, it
might interest the reader to know, has
had a quadruple origin—firstly, the
Governmenis and their Huropean ser-
vants established scientific museums at
the great contres of Governmont ; second-
ly, the Indian states have to some extent
tollowed this exaawple; thirdly, the
Archaeological Survey Department has
developed a dozen local museums ; and
fourthly, teaching institutions snd learn-
ed socivies huave crevied niseums 1o
suit their own special reguirements,

The Museum has ordinarily been
known merely as a “‘collection of the
monuments of antiquity or of other
objects interesting to the scholar and the
man of scicnce, arranged and displayed
in accordance with scientific method”.
But it is meore than that. The modern
museum is “a vencrable domicile of
learning”, “a college of education”. It
is a teaching institution and is entitled
to be recognised as a University, which,
;$hrough its various branches, is function-
ing for the advancement of education,

Attention is invited in passing to a
problem peculjar to a country like India
which has several languages. Museums
in tho past have been founded for lite-
rates, und by this one usually means

literates in English. The time has now
come, when, if the museums of India are
to be as potent a factor in the cduca-
tional scheme as they are in Europe and
America, they must resolutely face ax_ld
solve the problem of awakening, inspir-
ing and teaching some of the three
hundred million illiterates, Occasionally
on the labels, to Knglish there is added
the most popular regional language, as
at the Lord Reay Museum, Poona, whilst
at Coimbatore a few of the South Indian
cereals in the agricultural museum are
labelled in no less than 8 languages! A
practicable suggestion for general adop-
tion would be that all labels should be
bi-lingual at least 7., Hindi and the
main regional language, But the diffi-
culty here is twofold: (a) that where
museums are located, there are spoken
several Indian languages, e.g., in Bom-
hay, there ave those who can read only
Gujarati or Marathi or Kannada or
Urdn, and &) il Hindi is to be used, not
only are there many in Madras, Bengal
and other places who cannot read Hindi,
but museum workers find that there is
no single name in Hindi for many of
the exhibits. Obviously, this groblem is
closely connected with the whole ques-
tion of languages in free India.

The museum is a focus of great and
vital impartance in our plans of re-
construction and cducational reorganize
ing and needs considerable and conscious
encouragement. The old and the young, .
the export and the student, the industrial-
ist and the agriculturist, the merchant
and the buyer, all could be and should
be its beueliciaries, All should derive
mental and material benefit from this
source. So necessary an adjunct of our
economic and educational reconstruction:
deserves better of us all. ;
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A Bold New Programme for the Schools
: BY ELIZABETH FAGG

From “The Rotarian”

OR years the suburban community of
New Rochelle, New York, had been
troubled by a severe problem--the heavily
travelled road between New York and
Boston ran through the middle of town,
Motorists complainad that they lost more
timo inching through New Rochelle than
in driving the 15 miles to New York
City. Shoppers declared it was dange-
rous to cross the street or to park. Many
residents of the town felt that the road
should be made one-way through the
business centre, but, fearing thoe opposi-
tion of local merchants, never had dared
to propose a change.

One day in 1951 a student at the New
Rochelle High (Secondary) School posed
an innocent question : “Has anyone ever
asked the merchants what they think ?”
The answer: no ono had. The student
and a group of his classmates organised
themselves into teams, interviewed every
merchant whose sales might suffer from
a change. Then they potled pedestrians,
car owners, members of the city council,
When finished, the study revealed that
nearly all concerned were agreeable to
trying one-way traffic. Astonished by
these findings, the city council voted for
a six-month trial, citing the survey
to back the move, Today the onc-way
traffic signs are still in place, powerful
reminders that any group of citizens
willing to take the time and trouble-—
even a group of students—ocan bring
about civic reform in a free society.

In Carlsbad, New Mexico, another
group of students is scoring an equally
impressive reform-—against allegations
of reckless driving among tecnagers.
Public opinion against the young crowd
was rising sharply ; stringent conditions
soon would be imposed. City officials
wero almost desperate, when a high
school group went to the police and said,

“We would like to sco if wo can handle
this situation ourtelves.”

They outlined a plan. A student-
electod Driver Control Board would check
on all student-drivers by making them
show a parent’s written permission to
use & car. It would it as a court once
a week to try traflic offerders, empower-
ed to withhold licenses up to 30 days
and to recommend suspension from school
tor a third offence. Polico officials
accepted tho plan and agreed to back the
bonrd’s decisions, That was two years
ago., Today the teen-age accident rate
in Carlsbad is vastly reduced and charges
of reckless driving are almost non-
eXistent. .

These striking activities by two wide-
ly separated groups of students are part
of a bold new tenching programme which
holds promize of revelutionising educa-
tion in citizenship in public  schools
throughout the United States, Similarly
Impressive instances of student participa-
tion in community affairs have been
reported from many other areas. Bagk
of them all is the inspired guidance of
tho Citizenship Education Project, a
programme initiated at Teachers College,

Jolmmbia University, New York City,
in 1949, in an effort to help schools do
better the things they want to do. Since
then more than 5,000 children in 527
school systems in 37 states and Hawaii
have participated in civie affairs under
the aegis of that programme.

This ix a new line of action in citizen-
ship education. True, there have been
mstances where imaginative teachers
have exposed youngsters to direct deal-
ing with ¢veryday problems of citizen-
ship.  Howover, only under CEP’s
deliberate, nation-wide onslaught hag
this advanced method of teaching civic

skills by saotual practice begun to per-

s
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meate schools, If its benefits are as
stirring as educators believe, CEP will
become one of the great steps—in all
the history of the free school system—
for creating an informed citizenry.

CEP’s method is to teach youngsters
o become active, informed, alert citizens
in the same way they are taught to be
good chemists and physicists by 1;1bora-
tory practice. For the citizenship stu-
dent, however, laboratory and test tube
are the community 1itself. Ins'iead of

ing theoretical community pro-
Eﬁ:gsli‘;l tghe civics class, the CEP student
does something about his own town’s
troubles. CEP headquarters suggests
basic projects. Just how they will be
translated into the framework of the
local situation is up to students and
teachers. In New Rochelle, for instance,
the unsolved traffic congestion was taken
to demonstrate the duty of citizens to
keep informed about public problems. In
Carlsbad the reckloss-driving problem
was developed into an experimont in
self-government.

CEP pupils in Oklahoma City, Okla-
homa, who were studying the necessity
for conservation of natural resources,
reached the conclusion that since soil
erosion was one of their state’s problems,
they would try to restore a plot of badly
eroded land near the city. Pupils from
all seven of the city’s high schools co-
operated to convert 32 wasting acres
into a blooming, productive farm, com-
plete with pond, diversion ditches and a
wild-life retreat.

. Various classes dovetailed their opera-
tions. Commeroiai-law students, after
poring over abstracts and leases in the
country courthouse, drew up a contract
with the landowners which was duly
executed before attorneys, A geology
class surveyed the plot and drew topo-
graphical maps. Art students made
relief models, Photography students took
pictures of erosion in various stages, of
good and bad soil usages, even an aerial
view to help plan land use. Soil samples
were-analysed by chemistry olasses to

determine fertilising needs. Biology
classes studied the water and soil-holding
capacities of various plants. When the
job is completed, the land will revert to
to its owners.

Master mind of the Citizenship Educa-
tion Project is Dr. William F. Russell,
prosident of Columbia Teachers College
and a leader in Amcrican education,
One day in 1948, Dr. Russell was leafing
through the annual report of the Carne-
gie Corporation when a paragraph
caught his eye, It said, in effect:
“ Paople talk a lot about good citizen-
ship but do not do much about it. The .
Carnegie Corperation will welcome any
sound plan for fostering good citizen-
ship among young Americans.”

Russell.secured the backing of Dwight
D. Eisenhower, the president of the
Columbia TUniversity, and submitted a
plan. Result: in 1949 the Carnegie
Corporation granted Teachers College
funds to try out Russell’s scheme. Since
then substantial grants have been made
by the Carnegie Corporation.

First move was to assemble a staff of
outstanding educators to discuss means
whereby citizenship could be learned by
tying knowledge and action together,
By early 1950 somo 24 “ Laboratory
Practices” in citizenship had been ex-
plained in detail. The group decided to
try the practices, first at the high school .
level, and later CEP was extended to.
lower grades and into colleges. The res-
ponse was electrifying. Pupils and
teachers alike in the schools where the
experiment took place, were fascinated
by the experience of rendering valuable
service in the arena of real life.

A CEP survey of reading tastes and ,

habits in Midland, Michigan, provided

the motivation for building a new city
library. Rousing speeches by students
before civic groups in Elizabeth, New
Jersey, raised expected contributionsin. -
two charity drives by thousands gf':
dollars. Another olass fook its owh ..
achool system as its laboratory, dnvost
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gated financial operations, and discover-
ed ways to economise,

The laboratory practice called * form-
ing a pressure group to influence public
action " has witnessed great doings in
its name. In Grand Island, Nebraska, a
CEP group helped make a success of a
$ 4,000,000 schonl-bond issue. The young
people spread placards throughout the
town, conducted a public-opinion survey,
prepared radio programnies, and even sat
on the all-important strategy committee
which dirccted the campaign. The reso-
lution passed two to one in the largest
vote ever cast at a special election in
Grand Island.

The Chamber of Commerce in Kl
Dorado, Kansas, found itsclf continu-
ously being asked questions it could not
answer—questions vital to bringing in
new population, business, or industry.
Twenty-eight CEP students volunteered
to find the answers, How many shops ?
Churches ? Miles of sireeis and side-
walks? Oil leases in the country 2 What
sources of revenue? And so on. For
eight weeks the youngaesters interviewed
adults in business and government. The
result was a fact-filled 300 page report
which the Chamber of Commerce has
used again and again and considers so
valuable it has requested future classes
to keep it up-to-date.

A good portion of CEP outside work
is done after school hours, and sometimes
students work right through Saturdays
finishing a job. One CEP group even
worked through a summer vacation.

This kind of enthusiasm indicates that
CEP really succeeds in teaching a lesson
in civic responsibility., The familiar
famous-last-words from adults who say,
“I would do something about that if I
only know what to do,” fall coldly on
the ears of youngsters who have helped
to improve city streets, or worked to
solve a knotty issue of racial segrega-
tion, or staged wmanagement labour
forums during labour unrest. It is safe
to predict that apathy towards election

ey e

processes never will characterise those
young people,  In the 1952 U.S. presi-
dential clection, old students arranged
rallics, worked at candidatos’ headqua-
tors as clerks, informed first-voters whore
to register, distributed ping, buttons,
posters, tended small children for voting
mothers, prepared mailing lists, typed
speeches, everywhere rang doorbells to
get-out the vote.

CEP orientation is given in week-long
rogional workshops, directed by CEP
exports. To the workshops are invited
one or more teachers from a school sys-
tem, his or her prineipal, and the super-
intendent. These representatives carry
the CEP philosophy back to their asso-
ciates. A kit of teaching materials goes
with them. This includes handbooks of
laboratory practices, with dozens of sug-
gested projects, and adile of more than
L100 instructional materinds a teacher
can use—fihns, magazine articles, books,
pamphlets, To assemble such a file one
teacher  working  alone would nced
30 years,

To spur teachers vsing CEP methods
and o help them with the inevitable
problems which arvise, CEP ficld men
travel constantly from school to school.
“Repeat” workshops are held, too, to
strengthen the programime within schools
which already have initiated the pro-
gramme.

The resuit ?  Most new teaching tech-
niques which are destined for wide
acceptance sift through school systems
so gradually that on.y about three per-
cent are using them after 15 years. CKP
has gained three percent acceplance in
less than four years.

President Eisenhowor thus sums up
the new progranune . “ft is important
that our educntional system should sti-
mulate in youth the realisation that
individual treedom and individual res-
ponsibility are inseparable parts of the
same concept. My hopes are high for
the help which will come from the
Citizenship Eduoation Project.”

ety

Examinations—I

ERSPIRATION, nervousness and

slipping away of things out of the
mind are the natural results, no sooner
one is told that he is to undergo an
examination, 1In fact in the present
system of education, the examination
has become the most important thing,
Education has indeed been made the serf
of examination. All that a teacher
teaches or a student situdies is for the
purpose of passing a certain examination,
All the class-work centres round exami.
nations. FEducation ought to have been
the master of Examination, the latter
remaining in service of the former at all
times, But the state of affairs at the
present is totally rcversed. Only those
portions are read with interest, care and
attenijion that have some possibility of
being sct in the examination papers. The
rest of the portions are either neglected
or deleted.

EXAMINATION A CURSE IN
EDUCATION

The potent factors of education—the
development of character, knowledge,
will power—have no place in the modern
schools, A bhoy is expected and is made
to cram a number of facts, whether he
likes then: or not. He has to reproduce
them in the examinations,

The noble and pious relation between
the teacher and taught is a conservative
idea of the past today. There is dis-
organisation in society everywhere, The
ideas and intentions of both towards
each other have become selfish and
greedy. The real examinations of life
have 1o place or importance at all before
educational examinations, '

The student has to waste \his whole

‘énergy, time, initiative and ability in

the puzzle-ring of these examinations.
e has to face quarterly examinations,
half-yearly examinations, annual exa-

minations, Board examinations, Univer-.

| By SRI 8. N. N1gaM, BSc., L.T., Sahitya Ratnu, Ajaigarh, Vindhyapradesh

sity examinations and so on and so forth,
When the examinations are near, the
student is so terrified that the idea of
examination haunts the mind all the
time, Hoe dreams as if he is sitting in
the examination hall with the first paper
of Mathematics in his hand. The paper
is difficult. He is unable to solve a
single question correctly. The equations
are very tough, the factors beyond his
capacity to solve and the arithmetical
sums unintelligible for him, The formula
for the area of the four walls of a room
has just slipped off his mind, and the
question on area—his favourite one~—also
he has to leave. He is trying to remem-
ber it, but with all the forces at his com-
mand and the maximum strain on his
brain, he is unable to recollect it, He
becomes nervous, he sweats and his
clothes are drenched. The next moment,
he is awake and finds the same book of
¢« Arithmetic for High Schools’ by F, C,
Rastogi-open on the table and the lamp
burning, but no trace of either the exami-
nation hall or the paper he was unable
to solve.

I have heard boys remembering the
names of the skull bones in their dream-
land trying to answer questions on them
and also pronouncing algebraic formulae
in their attempts to solve expressions,

RESULT OF THE RESULTS!

On the publication of resultsevery year,
we read of several unsuccessful students
committing suicide by throwing them-
selves before locomotives or jumping into -
wells or taking poisons, Many exami.
nees, not finding their names in the list
of successful candidates, run away from .
their houses, feeling themselves unfit to .~
show their faces back to their friends .
and family members, o

Both the students as well as the - .
teachers, examinees as well as the exas
miners, are under the torturing plﬁtchgg

7
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of the examinations, The examiners
have to examine hundreds of answer-
books in a very short time, Examining
answer-hooks and invigilating at exa-
mination eenires are the two most boring
jobs a tencher bing (o perforny, but because
of the monctury gain cvery teacher
desires to do them,

The hrain-latiguing work of finding
out only the mistakes from the answer-
books and undalining them in  red
leaves the teacher only a fault-finding
machine. e becomes expert in seeing

» only the mistukes of others. He gets

this negative hubit rather than the posi-
tive habit of sciing the good things of a
man, Feo kuows only how to deduct
marks,
' Yet this standard of deducting marks
s not uniform, It varies considerably
from examiner to examiner. Some are
open-hearted, lavish donors, others mode-
rates, while some are extreme misers,
Not only is there change from one
examiner to another. KEven the same
examner, governed by hig mood and
temperament, differs in his examining
standards from time to time according to
the circumstances. A Dblade-manufac-
turing machine may turn out lakhs of
exactly similar ones, but a human mark-
ing machine, made not of steel but bones,
flesh and blood, enclosing in between
them a heart and a mind, and lubricated
with instincts and emotions, can under
no circwnstances be expected to behave
exactly in the same way at different
opportunities urder different conditions.
At one time, he allots 30 marks out of
a hundred to an examinee, who under a
different set of circumstances might
have received perhaps 50 or still more,

The likings also differ from examiner
to examiner. One examiner prefers good
handwriting, the other is a devotee of
good diagrams, the third needs no dia-
grams at all.  One wants only brief
answers to the point, another counts
pages, the third desires to see broad
margins on both the sides, the fourth
thinks it a waste of public money and

hence it is an unpardonable offence in
his eyes, _One is pleased to see good and
grammatically correct language, while
the second is careless about this. A third
desires to see the answers in a scientifi-
cally tabulated fashion, the fourth prefers
the same facts narrated in story style

with tho air of imagination mixed -

with it.

Now let us see a few very interesting
ways of impartial examining by some
learned examiners, There are examiners,
who fix a few marks, say 4 for a page,
and allot the marks according to the
length of the answers, counting the pages
without taking the troubls of going
through the matter, whether the matter
really answers the questions asked or is
something else—prayer to God to bestow
success on him or o petition to the kind
examiner appealing to his tender heart or
a bhujan of Soor Das or his life-history
including romances and adventures.
There are some religious-minded ones
who are pleased at seeing “Om Namah
Shivaya” at the top of the answer-book
and allot a few marks reserved by them
for such manifestations of  devotion,
There is no dearth of laborious and res-
ponsible ones who take pains and care to
read word by word and give marks
only after very proper balancing and
thinking thrice. These are the persons
who are most cursed by the student folk.
Believers in fate also do abound. They,
according to Geeta, become only the tool
to implement the wishes of the Almighty
and hence secure exemption for them-
selves from the responsibility of allotting
more or less marks. A couple of interest-
ing examples I am to quote here. Count-
ing the digits and allotting marks accor-
ding to them is one way, The other
consists of making 50 rectangles in a
room floor with chalk, allotting any one
n‘umber f.I‘OIn 1'to 50 to cach rectangle.
Then taking the bundle of answer-books
in the right hand, standing in the middle,
closing eyes, remembering “Ram Nam”
making 3 rounds and throwing th(;
answer-books upward to collide with the
roof and fall distributed over the fifty
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rectangles. Papers are awarded the same
number of marks as those of the rectan-
gles they fall upon,

We have, in short, been discussing the
qualitative differences between the
examining standards of different exami-
ners. Now let us come over to changes
in the same examiner at different times,
While Mr. A is examining answer-books,
his daughter comes crying. He wants
to pacify her, but is unable to do so. He
calls his wife to take the child away.
Being busy in the kitchen, she turnsa
deaf ear to her husband. Mr. A is irrit-
gted. Now what chances has the boy,
whose answer-book is open before him,
to pass in that paper? In the irritated
mood, the examiner will not be pleased
with ordinary answers and will find
fault everywhere in every line.

Consider another examiner, Mr.B, The
answer-book of Mr. X is before him, At
the same time a telegram is delivered to
him, announcing the birth of a male
child to his son, who is an U, D. C, at the
state headquarters, Now he is extremely
happy. He runs to his wife to communi-
cate the news. He is to give a grand
feast to the gentry and has to offer
5 seers of sweets to Hanumanji and then
distribute it among the boys. Now where
has he got tim> to read the lines of the
open answer-book, which must be fini-
shed before the work is postponed for the
present ? Sweets are to be given to all
the boys. The present examinee is also

a—

a boy. If he is not here to receive his
share of sweets, give him some marks,
and even if he is not a fit candidate to
pass, you will find him securing good
second class marks,

NO RE-EXAMINING

The examining machine—the man—is
governed by his euvironment, health,
family, financial condition and social
status. He can never be expected to be
perfect. And yet he is deemed to be
errorless, Once you pass or fail, you
cannot get your answer-books re-exa-
mined. After paying a fee you can get
only your marks re-totalled, without
going into the dispute of whether the
marks have been correctly allotted or
not. There is no appeal. If one examiner,
wilfully or not, has made a mistake, the
same will remain there for ever. There
is no way to get it correct. There is
appeal, in certain cases, even against the
judgment of the High Court, where
highly learned judges pronounce a deci-
sion after hearing learned arguments of
learned advocates from both the sides,
but there is no provision for appeal
against the judgment of an examiner.
It is because of these powers that the
examiner becomes aristocratic and care-
less in examining the answers. Some
get their work done by their students
and some by their children or subordi-
nates, for there is no fear of a examin-
ing fault to be discovered ever,

What Most Needs A Modern High School ?

SRI BASANTKUMAR DAS, B.A., D.ED., P.M.E. School, Tikabali, Orissa.

HIGH schools_are increasing more in
number. But they prove less use-
ful in fulfilling the hopes and aspirations
of the country. The reasons are quite
obvious., The system of education they
follow is defective in many respects, It
fails to adjust the young minds to the
changing circumstances, It merely lays
LXme11-2

stross on bookish learning. Again teach-
ing in many schools is not at all interest- ‘,
ing. Inadequacy of teaching persounel,
irregularity in the payment of t,hg salary
lack of adequate .accommodation and
materials, and absence of a well-stocked .
library are the essential defects of our
high schools, In fact, £he neods of &,
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wadern high school are many, and they
should receive due attention from all
quarters,

The following are tho real needs of
every high school,

1. Literocy :—In overy high school,
literacy occupies a first place, A certain
amount of knowledge in three R's is
absolutely mnecessary for every man
and woman. It helps them in carrying
their communication in social, cultural,
domestic and economie life. But undue
emphasis on literacy must not be given,
The school must not stuff the young
brain with dry-bone facts from ten to
four. But half of the routine should
cover literary activities dajly.

2. Library——DBesides text books, every
high school should have a well-stocked
library with suitable and up-to.date
books. Books must be selected properly.
Books which inspire the young mind with
patriotism, courage, adventure, sacrifice
and a love for literature should be care.
fully chosen for the school library. Old
and new books should be kept in plenty,
The great epics and classics of the world
should find their place here. Regarding
the selection of books, Lord Avebury has
said : “Few people realise how much
the happiness of life and the formation
of character depend on a wise selection
of the books we read.” There must be a,
reading room for students, Really a
school without a library is like g body
without a soul. Good books have worked
wonders upon great minds. In short, a
library contains “infinite riches in a
little room.”

3.  Religious Instruction .—Religious
teaching forms an important and integ-
ral part of education, whithout which
character cannot be built. The school
should inculcate the fundamental princi-
ples of religion in the young minds
through daily prayer, instruction, books,
discourses and the holding of festivals.
Stories and parables from different scrip-
tures should be written in simple lan-
guage to be presonted to them. Pupils

should respset the luw of piety and obey
the rules of order and discipline, and
bave reverence for duty, They should
love God and their fellow-men. They
should admirs virtues, condemn vices
and follow the footprints of the founders
of all religions, Abont the place of
religion in education, Lord Halifax has
said:  “To excludo religion from the
training of the youthful mind is as
foolish and dangerous a proceeding as to
build a pretentions house with no secure
foundation.”

4. Debating Club ~Speaking is an
art, and it is learnt through a continual
habit. For children, the school is the
proper place for practising this great art.
With this view, the school should initiate
debuting eluby, and students should take
active part in disoussions, Students, who
develop the art of speaking in their
school, become first-rate orators in future.
So in every school, debating should be a
weekly function, and teachers should
give proper guidance for its success. The
educative value of speaking is immense,
It broadens the outlook, conquers shy.
nesy, develops the power of reasoning,
eradicates wrong notions and cultivates
a special taste for extensive reading,

5. School Magazines :—The need of a
school magazine is very great. It is
meant for increasing the knowledge of
students. Students who desire to contri-
bute their writings to it have to read
many books. It also improves their style
ot writing and whets their inquisitive-
ness. So the school should make earnest
efforts for starting a magazine to fulfill
these chief objectives under proper gui-
dance. Students should be oncouraged
to write on familiar matters, The
magazine may be o manuscript or print-
ed one. Many distinguished writers and
poets began to write in their school-days,

6. Generul Knowledge :~The school
is not the storehouse of bookish know-
ledge. Students should keep abreast wigh
current affurs outside. This kind of
knowledge is gained through many ave.
nues—talks, newspapers and magazines,
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up-to-dato books ete. General know-

Ips them a lot in passing any
iﬁg&?iii%e test. Many brilliant scholars
gadly lack in general knowledge, because
they do not read newspapers. So every
school should stimulpte its pupils to iom&
the habit of reading newspapers an
magazines daily. There must be some
books on general knowledge, preferably
in the mother-tongue in the school lib-
rary., Greneral knowledge should be
treated as a compulsory spb;ect, and a
regular class for its teaching should be

held.

Teaching of S’cifince :—Science S; 1}2322
ing as rapid and amazing a pr

gagur%ountrir, as it does in the West,
This is because there is no adequate
provision for creating a scientific attitude
in the minds of the young .people from
the beginning of their education. In fact,
many schools do not get the means 1o
purchase necessary apparatus and main-
tain teachers for the teaching of_ science.
Thus many pudils are dgaprlved of
knowledge of elementary science. But
science ought to occupy a prominent
place in our schools. The school must be
prepared to have a laboratory filled with
apparatus and chemicals Let students
be interested in handling the apparatus
and interpreting the laws of Nature in a
soientific way, and learn the practical
applicability of these laws. They must
find out the truth and reject any doctrine
which is false. ILast but not least, let
every pupil be a discoverer in.the science-
room, and satisfy his creatlve urge as
well as the instinct of curiosity which is
universally recognised ss the parent of
science. ‘

Maps and Charts —To make every
lesson realistic and concrete, appropriate
objects should be placed before students.
It ‘is very discouraging to note that
many schools huve no maps and charts
for teaching History, Geography, Hy-

giene and General Science. In these .

pufortunate schools, students: receive
information only, So every school should

. provide maps and charts to its students.

Moreover, Reference books, Dictionaries
and an up-to-date Encyclopedia must be
kept in the school library to facilitate
the teaching profession,

9, Teaching of Hindi :—In the educa-
tion of free gIndia, English has. bep_n
relegated to the back-ground. Hindi is
claimed to be the national language pf
our country. At present facilities for its
teaching exist in the middle school stage
only. But much more provision sho_uld
be made fer its teaching in the high
school stage on a compulsory basis.

10. Museum —The need of a school
museum is not at all redundant. It
wields a profound effect on the young
minds. Children receive training through
their senmses. In order to help .the
sense-training perfectly, different objects
should be preserved in the museum. A
school museum should contain a lot of
models, fossils, different coins, pictures,
relief-maps, articles of l_ocal manufacture
and pottery, cloth, foreign stamps, paint-
ings, oil-seed, fibres, n}merqls, meteoro-
logical and astronomical instruments,
In fact, it must be a treasury of know-
ledge. Most of the objects should be
collected as well as prepared by the
pupils themselves.

11. Ezhibition :—The so}}ool with its
various objects should pride itself to hold
an annual exhibition. Pictures, models,
knitting products, weaving and car-
pentry products and garden produce are
the common exhibits, Such an organisa-
tion with it humble objects sgrely rouses
great enthusiasm in the minds of t}l::
students for manual ’labour,.and.ﬁlls t e
heart of the organisers _vs{lth joy and
pride. The school exhibition and the
pr.ze-giving ceremony should comehcot;;
currently. All the gecondary 80 9(1)1
should hold an exhibition on a provincial
basis, , ,

.12, Excursion —Nature unfolds her -
bounty in variegated ways around us all.
Students should be curious ‘to view them
and gain knowledge from them." Beﬁde‘szw‘}_
acquiring knowledge, thoy sharpen thelf
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aesthetic sense. Thero are also many
places of historical and goeographical
Interest. A study of facts from books
and observation of the natural pheno-
mena and the visit to interesting places
about those facts certainly produce
permanent effect on their minds, So
every school should arrange excursions
and trips to interesting places as fre-
quently as possible, Holidays and vaca-
tions may bo spent for this purpose.

13. Good Play-ground —The necos-
s8ity of play in schools cannot be over-
emphasised. It offers the children ample
opportunity for the unfoldment of their
latent faculties and helps in moulding
their individuality. It fills their tired
brain with joy and thus kills their mono-
tony owing to long confinement in the
school-room. Again, it prepares them
for fresh intellectual food. So every
school should provide facilities for games,
both foreign and indigenous. It must
have a good play-ground and adequate
games materials. In many schools where
games are not played daily, children
become less active. Besides making
pupils healthy and strong, games teach
them the value of discipline, regularity,
tolerance and group-spirit.

. 14, (arden —The need of a garden
is kqenly felt in many schools. By work-
ing in the garden, children understand
the dignity of manual labour., It esta.
blishes close contact between them and
Nature. It kills their fatigue and helps
them in breathing fresh air. Children
love flowers and they want them in
plenty for decorating their school rooms.
If they have school gardens, they will
grow many kinds of flowers. Again,
they will grow plenty of fresh vegelables
in their school gardens and thus help
the country much in its *Grow More
Food Drive’. Tney should learn to
maintain a regular diary of their garden-
work, Students who are interested in
Botany and Nature Study can be much
profited by their school garden.

15, Vocational Bias :—In order t
overhaul the entire education in vogue?

many plans are devised. According to
the new system, oducation must make
our students self-sufficiont. Besides
several academic activities, the school
should carry on some vocational activi-
ties. The cardinal principle that works
behind this novelty is that each and
every pupil should be able to ecarn his
hvmg afterleaving the school. Carpentry,
weaving, spinning, bee-kceping, mat-
making and some other easier vocations
should be provided to all students. There
must not be any universal insistence on
one vocation only. They must be carried
on according to the tastes and aptitudes
of the pupils and the availability of the
materials in the locality. But agricul-
ture must be treated as an exception.
India is predominantly an agricultural
country. So agriculture must be one of
the compulsory subjects in our high
schools, cspecially in those of tho rural
areas.

16, Music and Drama : — Students
11k(? music and drama much more than
their books, To sing songs and make
dr_amatxc expressions are very common
with them. These help much in their
cultural advancement. Indeed, music
and drama act like tonic on their minds
after a long spell of work. They also
break down their shyness and make
them bold. So modern schools should no
more look down wupon this aspect of
education. Students should cultivate
this liberal art frequently. Schools
should provide them with simple and
1pd1genous musical instruments, Qcea.-
sionally dramas and recitations should
be performed.

17, Radio :—One of the wonders of
sclence is the radio, the existence of
which is now felt in the remotest corner
of the country. It serves two purposes—
1t givos us information of the farthest
lands and fills our heart with pleasure
through songs. Its educative value is
also great, Many distinguished persons
g1ive valuable talks on important matters
and current affairs, by listening to whigh
pupils may learn many things, So every

L
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sohool should have a radio set. A high
school, though cut off from the metro-
polis, does not feel the pangs of isolation,
if it has a radio set within its school-
room.

18. Boy Scouts :—Scouting is a great
revolutionary movement in the modern
times and is worthy of being launched
by every school. Boy Scouts are pre-
pared to help the distressed, even at the
cost of their life. Inschools they learn
and practise it, but in later life they are
called upon to perform greater and bolder
works voluntarily. Needless to say, that
social service infiltrates to society through
this mighty effort. So every high school
should have some Boy Scouts, It is not
an expensive organisation. It develops
the character of the boys and shapes
them to be true citizens, It brings
honour to the school as well as to the
movement.

19, National Cadet Corps:—This is a
sort of military training in our schools.
Its future benefits are immense. It
inspires the military spirit in the minds
of students. Students who join this
organisation will prefer to be pilots of
aeroplanes and captains of ships. They
will be the commanders of the army and
the saviours of the nations, Thus in the
land, air and naval forces, they will be
gpearheads to explore the secrets ot
adventure So no school should lag
behind to offer this opportunity in abun-
dance to its bold and energetic boys.

20, Medical Aid:—Alas! Our schools
suffer badly for want of medical facili-
ties, So it must be the chief concern of
the state to extend free mediocal service
to all schools, in order to ensure a healthy
and happy life to its future citizens.
Medical men should be instructed by
their department to inspect the schools
at frequent intervals. They should gtve
talks to students on health and hygler_m,
sanitation, personal as woell as community
oleanliness. Moreover, every school

~ should keep a first aid box and a weigh-

{ng maochine,

21. Hostel: — Next to school.life,
hostel life goes far in building the
character of students. Boarders lead a
corporate life and know one another
well. They live like the members of a
joint family, Thus, group feeling enters
into their minds. Boarders learn and
practise regularity, discipline, love, res-
pect, hospitality and other social virtues.
They got ample scope to attend many
functions of the school. They also get
ample time for games. Lastly, they
take due share in the management of
the hostel affairs, which teaches them
the value of responsibility. Really, they
are much happier than the day-scholars,
In many civilised countries, guardians
prefer to leave their wards in the hostel,
because it wields a tremendous influence
on their character. But in spite of these
good effects of the hostel-life, some
schools run without it. Again, in other
hostels there is no strict supervision. So
every thing is in a mess, In order to
carry on the many-sided activities of the
school smoothly, there should be a hostel
attached to it, and more and more
students should be persuaded to reside
in it,

22.  Efficient Headmaster:~1t is very
difficult to describe the qualities and
responsibilities of the Headmaster of a
school. He is the mainspring of the
school. The honour or dishonour of the
school depends much on his personality.
He should be ever kind, benevolent,
loving in his dealings with others, He
must not be too severe nor too soft, He
must be sweet in his speech and clock-
like in his duty. He should pay suffioi-
ent heed to the grievances of his assig-

‘tants and love them as his younger

brothers. He should not slip over any
matter nor evade his responsibility. He
ghould focus his atfention on the all-
round improvement of the school, Ha
must establish close contacts with’the
guardians. Lastly, he should spare ng -
pains to co-ordinate all'the activities of
the school in a harmonious atmosphere
by cementing all differences. In my
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opinion, the Headmaster should be a
benevolent administrator, So every high
school should bo proud to avail itself of
the service of a good and officient Head-
master and give him o higher scale of
pay in order to utilise his ser vices to the
fullest extont.

3. Good Staff :—Though the Head-
master is the pivot ol the school, he
cannot guccend fully in discharging his
duty, unless he is assisted by a team of
young and enthusiastic teachers: In
many schools, the pure academic atmos-
phere has been tainted as the teachers
get entang'ed in the coils of many petty
matters. As a result, much of their
energy is wasted and the common interest
is in jeopardy. Teachers should root out
all the disruptive (eclings from their
minds and porform  their assignments
with a calm and sincere heart. Their
leisure should be pre-occupied in pursuit
of knowledge. They should think for
the good of their institution, and suggest
better ways and means to the Head-
master for the good cause of the school.
Again, many High Schools work without
adequate staff, Due to this reason, the
result of those schools is far below satis-
faction. So the school should have a
standard staff for making appreciable
progress,

24, Salary of the Teachers :~The
greatest drawback experienced in the
field of education is that good scholars
are not attracted to the teaching, pro-
fession. Its principal cause is that
teaching is not paying at all, Most of
the teachers feel very difficult to keep
their body and soul togother with their
meagre pay. Excepta few Government
teachers, the miseries of others are
beyond description. It is very pitiable
to seo some teachers running from door
to door for private tuitions even in their
old age. So the first and foremost task
before our National Government is to
enhance the existing salary of the
teachers and guarantee them a living

wage against the present inflation of
the country.

25.  Improvement of Teachers’ Status:
A handsome salary, no doubt, will help
much in raising their economic status.
But at the same timo the social status of
the teachers needs to bo improved. It isa
great pity that many people, even though
educated, look down upon teachers,
The reason is that social amenities are
denied to them. Thoy are not invited
to any social function. They remain as
outcastes in all social affairs, Again,
justice is not administored as to their
promotion and transfer. Really meritori-
ous people do not get any rewards So
in order to fulfil the aims of education,
the educators in this free land should
occupy a honourable place in society,
and their grievances must not g0 un-
redressed,

26, Teuchers’ Training —At present,
most of our high schools are manned
with untrained teachers. To entertain
untrained personnel in the teaching
department is surcly a nationnel failure,
So untrained teachers must undergo
training, if they degire to continue their
service in this nation-buiiding depart-
ment.  Moreover, trained teachers should
not lose the opportunity of undergoing
refrosher courses from time to time in
order to reorientate their outlook in
teaching. Regular and continual resear-
ches and experiments are going on inthe
field of education, and many improved
methods of teaching are invented, So
they ought to be acquainted with them.

R1. Teachers’ Journal —-It is the
proud privilege of the teachers to get
book;;, newspapers, magazines and other
reading materials in plenty in the school,
Really, except for teachery, such opportu-
nity rarely comes to others’ lot, Thus in
rural or urban areas, where there are
high schools, teachers should mako the
bes@ use of this advantage in the way of
enriching their mind. To enable t‘lem
to ﬁnd. out possibilities in the field of
education and to make the proper utilisa.
tion of their cultural resources, the pro.
vince should start a journa, Real] y

X t
absence of an educationa journg ‘acht:
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oification upon mahy promising
:;a:}?elrs.ﬁ 1t killsp their incentive to
write. So the state should feel the great
desirability of it and undertake the
publication of a suitable journal and
thus confer immense benefits upon the
educators of the nation.

98. Teachers’ Association :—Allhigh
schools in the province, both Govern-
ment and non-Government, should orga-
nise a Teachers’ Association in order to
discuss educational matters. Every school
should depute its teachers to this
assoviation. They should invite a d.xstm-
guished ededucationist as their president.
All doubts entertained by the teachegs
regarding their profession should be
broadly and frankly discussed and be
removed. Better suggestions should 13
put forward by them and these shou
be implemented as for as possible. Aga,mci
it is a sort of change to our teachers an
gives them a chance to meet their

colleagues.

. Grant-in-aid —Most of our high
scﬁgols have been founded by private
enterprise, and they are managed by
committees. The committee often does
not get ample funds to bear the expensles
of the school. So, in many sphoo S,
work suffers much. Again, the aid they
receive from the state is neither adequate
nor regular. It is given in piecemeal
system, which causes a great discontent-
ment among the public and thus acts as
a great menace to the progress of t_he
school. So the state should increase its

- aid and see that this aid is given in time
and is spent properly. Most of the
dangers of an ill-paid school can be
averted, if the state pays the salary of
the school-staff regularly.

30. Propaganda against Private Tui-

tion :—Beside teachers, many persons .

inthis country take recourse private
- tuitions to supplement to their earning.
But this system has many _glaring
defects. Pupils are trained in their
» 8chool methodically, but at home they

~are trained by others who are quite

i t of the principles and tec.hmques
ngzﬁifé. Thgs, it acts contrarily upon
the taught, Parents should also realise
the evil effects of private tuition b){
other persons and appomt_professm_na
persons, if they at all fe_el its necessity.
The time of cramming is past. So the
system of private tuition should be altqi-:
gether abolished. It wpuld be better, i
teachers are paid special remuneration
by the guardians as well as by the stat?
to devote more hours to the teaching o
their pupils in the school.

31, Regular Inspection:—A soundly
based educational movement requires also
a number of well-trained and efficient
officers for inspecting the schools. At
present, schools are increasing by leaps
and bounds, but they are hot regularly
inspected, due to lack of .aQequate
inspecting staff. So the state is in duty
bound to maintain the required num})er
of inspecting personnel. Inspecting
officers must be treated as the grea‘g
sympathisers of the schools. There shoul
be more mutual understandmg_between
them and the schools. The inspector
should convey a meeting of the staff at
the end of his inspection to discuss his
remarks and give practical suggestions
to the teachers,

32. Gond Moral Atmosphere :—The
school is the temple of learning. Wherg
calmness and serenity should 'prevaxl and
young people should exclusively speBnt
their time in pursuit of _knoyvledge. Bu
to-day we find indiscipline, 1r_regulfar1]§y,‘
disrespect and other deficiencies o ct:ha-
racter 1n many students. Lack of enthu-
siasm and loss of idealism are VeryS cotxgl-
mon features in many .schools.h 0 ! e
modern schools should build the ¢ darac 911'
of their students on a sound an bmotrg
basis and thus train them to Dbe T(e)
worthy citizens of a great nation. 2o
build a good imoral character Wast_ .
sole aim of the ancient Indian educa 1c1m£
and in the education of free India le ,
this aim be carried . further in keeping
with other manifold objectives. In short,}
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every modern high school should develop
the personality of its pupils and make
them physically fit, mentally alert,
morally sound, socially useful and econo-
mically self-reliant.

With a purely academic spirit in the
background, high schools have so far
played a significant role in the welfare

of the oountry, though mo

exist in a moribund %tate. St\;{ththtel:g
advent p{ thp new era, their duties and
respon91b11itles have increased tenfold
So in order to help them in making more'
outstanding contributions to the nation
E}ileu- needs should receive prior atten.
on.

ar——

Educate for New Sarvodaya—Ii*
BY DR. K. N. KINT, M,A,,PH.D., Former Director of Public Instruction, Jodhpur,

COMMUNALISM

41. All progressive people wish that
communalism should be wiped out in
India, but it cannot cease so long as
there are communities, People have pro-
found age-old loyalties to their respective
commun}ties which they are unable to
brush aside even in the political sphere.
A tremendous step in eradicating com-
munalism will be undertaken if the
communal differences could be obliterat-
ed in the Hindu fold by resorting to
measures mentioned hereunder,

(i) All legal disabilities existing in
intermarrying among the various castes
should b_e removed by central legislation,
“Kshatriyas” should be the name for
“Hindus” and their food should be mili-
tary (non-vegetarian).

(i1) T.o facilitate intermarriages, the
economic conditions of the backward
classes and Harijans should be heighten-
ed. “High Living and High Thinking”
should be the slogan of the future
“Kshatriyas”,

(iii) In our educational institutions,
the evils of communalism should be im-
pressed on children in a vivid manner
and students must be encouraged to live
in camps during holidays as one family.
Teachers should themselves shun com-
munalism,

(iv) Compulsory military training in
schpols and colleges and also for adults

ot_xtside schools, with military ca i
will abundantly smoothenrydiﬁgxl'gnlclzgi'
All pgople in India will then be “Kshat.
riyas”,

(v) Industries should be decentralised
so that labourers and technicians in each
gmd every part of the country, especially
in rural areas, may come together and
have common interests. Concentrating
industries in a few centres is a danger
during war and is a sociological defi-
ciency during peace. Urbanise rurqgl
areas by establishing modern industries
in villages. V

(vi) Large scale facilities should b
afforded to people to move temporarily?
or bette}' still permanently, from their
old habitations, so that they may mix
with others and may renonuce thejr

hoary superstition wedded to i
localities. particular

_ (vii) Much larger numbers of st

industrialists, agricultural expert:,d gﬂgf,
tary personnel and others should be
enabled to visit the materially more
advanced countries for study and exami-
nation of modern trends in their parti-
cular subjects or vocations, Isolation
should be broken down hundred times

faster than we do C
now.
bred stagnation, Isolation has

(viii) Hindu society should be libepal:
ed by including people of other ?;il}fs

who are pre , . .
vOluﬂtarill)y, pared to embrace Hinduigp

* Part 1 of this article was published in “Educational Review" in the oot ol S e

October 1954,

NEWS &

(ix) All setvices, government and aided
by Government, should be filled by per-
gong who have eschewed caste and
communalism,

(s) Science should be the foundation
of religion, and not out-worn and out-
moded primitive and superstitious beliefs
and slogans,

(xi) All Hindu temples and Mutts
should be thrown open to people of other
faiths also, and thus we should lay the
foundation of true and worldwide
brotherhood of man.

(xii) A}l our educational institutions
should be co-educational, so that boys
and girls may learn to work together
from childhood. In future India, in all
spheres of life. woman will have to the
bear the brunt alongside man, and diffe-
rences will very much resolve when both
the sexes of all communities will work
side by side.

NOTES AN

(xiii) Government and Local Bodies
should not recognise any institutions run
and maintained exclusively by particular
communities. They should not get grants
from the public exchequer. They are
utilised often for sinister purposes.
~ (xiv) In cities, towns and villoges,
people occupy localities according to
communities. Hindu, Muslim, Parsee,
Christian etc., communal colonies should
yield place to cosmopolitan ones. The
Municipalities and Panchayats should
effect the reform.

Our farsighted Prime Minister, Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru, eaid on the occasion
of the seventh Anniversary of India’s
Independence (15th August 1954) : “We
have to face this problem of casteism
without mercy. We must destroy it root
and branch without the least reservation
of any kind.,” Let every Indian take
this wise counsel seriously and act
accordingly. (To be continued)

News & Notes

TENTH ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION

POPULATION ESSAY CONTEST

Jullundur City — The Good Parents
Association is preparing for the Tenth
Anniversary Celebration of the Popula-
tion Essay Contest, Sant Ram Bhatia,
Secretary, at N. E. 154, Mohalla Purian,

.- Jullundur City, urges interested persons

to.enter the Essay Contest. Thereisa
prize of. Rs. 1060/- for the best essuy.
Contestants lagt year were few., Less
than two dozen contestants entered each
yvear since 1944, _They received hundrecs
~of rupees in prizes plus promotions in

- _their careers.

“.The Good Parents Association honours
good parents and encourages all parents
to be goods parents. The average infant
mortality rate in the world is 13 per cent
when it can be 4 per cent or lesa. The
lives of ».crore infants, toddlers, and
children cen be. saved every year. hy
RN O e ot I

G

v
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standard methods of child care, sanita-
tion, and disease prevention.

The Good Parents Association publi-
cizes the results of studies in family
health and related topics and distributes
literature tree to libraries. - =~ . ;

Members of the Association volunteer -
their services as research workers,
authors, family counsellors, ~ charity
workers, and the like. S

This Tenth Apniversary Celebration -
is YOUR .GOLDEN OPPORTUNITY.
You can easily win because the facts are’
available at libraries, For details write.+
now to Sant Ram Bhatia, N.E. 154,
Mohalla Purian, Jullundur City. -~

 PRINCIPALS' CONFERENCE "

A conference of the Principals of
Methodist Schools will be held at the
Lucknow GChristian College, Lucknow, .
1. P.,  from. Decomber ' 28, 1954 i
© Janusry L1988, . .o o @
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The following subjects will be
studie? +—

(1) The aims and objectives of a Chris.
tian school in the India of today.

(2) The Christian Principal.

(3) A programme of religious educa-
tion.

(@) Schools related to the life of the
gociety.

() The new pattern of Secondary
Education.

(6) Curriculum in Secondary Schools,

(") The study of la guages.

(8) The dynamic methods of teaching—
the school library.

(9) The physical welfare of students,

(10) A new approach to exdiminations
and evaluations,

(1) How to improve the teacher—
teacher training,

(12) The problems of administration
and finances.

(13) The Christian Hostel.

(14) The guidance and counselling pro-

gramne,
* * *

1. Delegates are requested to arrive
in Lucknow on the morn ng of Tuesday,
December 23, 1954, They must leave on
the evening of January 1, 1955, Dele-
gates taking G.'T. Express may stay
until the morning ot January 2, 1955,

2. They are asked kindly to inform
Dr. C. M. Thacore, President, Lucknow
Christian College, Lucknow, U.P,, the
date and the time of their arrival,

3. As Lucknow will be cold and even
rainy at that time, they are asked to
bring adequate beddirg, warm clothes,
mosquito nets and even over-coats, if
possibie,

A Bible, a notebook and a copy of the
“Report of the Secondary IEducation
Sommissions of India, Mnistry of Educa-
tion”, should also be brought.  This book
is reprinted, and wmay be ordered from
the Lucknow Publi-hing House, Luck-
now. Costs Rs 2, plus postage.

4, As has been intimated, delegates
will arrange to pay for their travel
expenses, The Council of Christian
Education will pay for their hospitality
in Lucknow,

Editorial

ON October 23 last, an all-India con-
ference of secondary school teachers
was held at Bombay.

Secondary  Dr. Amarnath Jha, who

School presided, issued a
Teachers’ weighty warning to the
Conference  Government that unless

the working conditions
of the teachers were improved soon, they
might be driven to desheration and brit g
untold harm on generations to come.
Ultimately, the time would come, when
no power on earth could keep the teuch-
ers from their just rights, if they carried
out their duties properly., He traced the
indiscipline among students to intrr-
ference in educational administration by
politicians with the connivance or at
least without serious reproof. from minis.

ters. Excessive stress on basic education
appeared to him to endanger the study
of languages, history and every other
subject vitally significant to cultural
life. Again. stress on turning out wage-
earners might make them forget the
great ideal of education to turn out
complete men,

Most of the resolutions passed at the
Conference related to the service condi-
tions of teachers and their remuneration,
Uniformity of service conditions for all
secondary school teachers was insisted
on, irrespective of the particular agency
employing them. Uniform minimum
scales of salaries for teachers of different
categories were rccommended, Head.
masters of high schools, it wassuggested
should start on Rs, 250 per month anqd
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achiéve & maximum of Rs, 500. Those
in charge of middle schools might have
the range, Rs. 175-400. Trained graduate
teachers should be given an initial salary
or Rs. 150 and be permitted to rise to
Rs., 400, Trained undergraduates and
untrained graduates should be on the
scale or Rs. 125-325. LKven untrained
undergraduates should start on Rs. 100
and reach Rs. 260, It was further
demanded that dearne:s and local allow-
ances should be paid at the same rates
as for Central Government employees.

Some importart resolutions demanded
that arbitration boards should be set up
in every state to settle and decide dis-
putes between teachers and manage-
ments. Every such board should be
presided ovee by a judicial officer. There
should be three assessors representing the
Educational Department, the school
management concerned and the state
teachers’ organisation. The awards of
the Board should have legal sanction
and the force of court decrees. A fair
procedure for disciplinary action against

> and dismissal of a teacher in service has

been prescribed in another resolution.
Facilities for training and refresher
courses are asked for, The charging of
fees in training institutions is deprecat-
ed, and stipends are recommended.

The Conference was anxious that the
triple benefit scheme, the provision of
free education for teachers’ children and
free medical treatment to their families

a8 recommended by the Secondary Educa-
* Yion Commission, should be immediately

N

E tl/lve‘ resolutions are essential for the well--

-

impleme.nt‘edv by State governments,

One important resolution enunciated
four freedoms for the teacher—freedam
from arbitrary dismissal, civic freedom
to ‘assume all the responsibilities of a

citizen, freedom from compulsory duties

not connected with the work of the
school and acadenic freedom. These free-
domsz 1t was demanded, should be capable
of being guaranteed and enforced by*the
Arbitration Boards,

There is no doubt at all that many. of

being of teachers, But it is not enough
if the resolutions are merely passed at
occasional conferences. Concerted and
continued action must be taken to
realise them in practice. It is to be hoped
that these resolutions, embodying mode-
rate demands already delayed overlong
ifn fulfilment, will soon be accomplished
acts,

In The Educator of Nagpur, Sri P,
Kodanda Rao has made an interesting
plea for bilingualism in
respect of the medium of
instruction. His sugges-
tions are (i) that English may be the
medium of instruction for science and
applied science subjects with an inter-
national terminology : (ii) that the region-
al language (or English, if the parents
so desire) may be the medium of instruc-
tion in the arts subjects, with the maxi.
mum of international terminology: (iii)
that the Federal language, Hindi, may
be an optional subject of study, or at
most a compulsory subject: (iv) that
other languages, Indian, classical or
modern, may be voluntary subjects: and
(v) that every pupil shall take compul.
sorily at least one course in each of the
three categories of knowledge, the arts,
sciences and the applied sciences. :

Bilingualism

Sri Kodanda Rao argues that his pro-
posals will save the Indian educational
system from violent dislocations, dimi-
nish linguistic jealousies and help in
maintaining the sense of Indian unity.
At least, as a temporary measure for a
fixed term of a score of years or so, his
proposal deserves serjous consideration at
the hands of authorities. "

8ri 8. C. Dutta, who had gone abroad : .
to explore new techniques in adult educas.:.
tion, gives-an interesting-:. .
account of his voyage-of .
quesin Adult discovery in the Septem- ..

New techni-.

Education  ber issue of the Indian :
_ . Journdl of Adult Educa~"
tion. The most significant technigue i

-adult edweation which . attraoted  hig':.
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attention in the United Staics, was
known by the name of ‘group dynamics’.
«Leaders of adult education in the Unit-
ed States,” he wriler, “have become
increasingly convinced that workshops
and work conferences in  which the
emphasis is on group thinking and deci-
sions by all participants on problems
defined by the participants, is of distinet
advantage over the information-giving
session in which conference leadership
assumes the responsibilities for defining
the problems considered and gives the
answers to conference members.” The
Community Recreation progranmme also
struck him as worth being adopted by
India. Home demonsiration clubs and
university extension lectures are other
methods suggested.

As regards the community recreation
programme, we have alrcady devcloped
it in our own way in our fairs, festivals
and pilgrimages. It is a pity that adult
education authorities have failed to
understand their spirit and significance,
and have stood aloof from them. Home
demonstration of a kind is widely proctis-
ed India on those occasions when women
folk visit one another for pansupar:
during certain festivals. As for Univer-
sity extension lectures, we have done
very little to utilise them for carrying
information or culture to the vast mass
of our uneducated populace. Here again
quite a valuable amount of work is
carried out by exponents of epies, pura-
nas and philosophies and by performers
of Haxikuthas. Somehow or other our
adult education movement has failed to
integrate itself with our national life,
as these traditional agencies have done.

It would seem as though the adult
education mvement, when it aims at
other things besides literacy, should
study carefully the cultural mileau of

our people and adapt itself to their needs
and tastes.

Auv U.P.L message froms Indore, dated
November 22, lists up a number of
“howlers’ perpetrated by
a batch of applicants for
teachers’ posts in the
Dewas district of Madhya
Bharat when they were interviewed by
a selection committee. “Those who ave
expected to impart knowledge think that
the conqueror of Mount Everest is
My, Lal Bahadur Sastri and that the
histeric Red Fort was built by Notaji
Subash Chandra Bose.. One of them said
Mahatma Gandhi was the first Governor-
General of India. Questioned about men
and mutters in their own state, one of
the candidates said that the Chicf Minis-
ter of Mudhya Bharat was Mr. Nchru,”

This press report reveals a deplorable
lack of interest in current affairs and
recent history by the products of the
oxisting system of education. It was in
an attempt to remedy this defect that
some states, including our own, changed
over from the teaching of geography,
history and civics as veparate subjects,
to social studies. The experiment has not
proved a shining success in our state,
where there has been a sad deterioration
in the acquisition of a geographical and
historical background by our high school
pupils. It has becn widely felt that if
the purpose of social studies is to show
the interrelaticns  among geography
history and civies, the task may GOm(;
after elementary knowledge is acquired
in all the three subjects, We do nbt
know what kind of history, geograph

wr ' , graphy
and civies the candidatey mentioned
above studied.  But it seems as though
the system of education is at least as
much responsible for their performance
as their own deficiencies, '

Falling
Standards

Sri P. N. GHOSE, Typewriter Repairer, 132, M. S, Paul C
Howrah P. O., has been appointed as one of our Represeataiiv

NOTICE f
howdhury’s Lane, North Ban
es for Bengal. We request ct)rl?;

subscribers and advertisers to extend to him their fullest support.
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con ALL YOUR 16 MM PROJECTOR NEEDS

* 16 MM Sound Projectors — famous
U. S, A. Makes,

* RADIANT (USA) «Million Mirror”
Glass Beaded Screens with Tripod
Stand — for clear, crisp pictures.
CINEA (Swiss) 16/8 MM Film Splicers.
Precision made with built in cutter.
List price Rs. 70/- only.

*  Also — everything for 16 MM Movie
Projection: Blue . [. Glass for
moonlight effect, projection - exciter-
pilot Lamps; Photoelectric Cells
Spools & Cans; Machine Oil; Film
Cement, cte.

Detailed price List gladly sent on request

GINEFONES
Opp. Opera House, BOMBAY-4

Telegram : “FONOCINE” Telephone: “30219”

STAMP-COLLECTING™

Plays an important part in the
educational curriculum ot all schools
and colleges in the West, as it is the
finest and cheapest MEDIA for
imparting general knowledge in
Art,  Biblicgraphy, Currencies,
Geography, Histery and Current
world events. 3

Why not learn everything about
this “King of Hobbies" ard impart it
to your wards ? in TWELVE ANNAS
per menth, you can avail yourself of
the tinest philatelic library this side
of Suez. .,

Please write for particulars
enclosing reply postage to:

JAL COOPER, FRGS.,
Standard Building, Hornby Road, -
BOMBAY.
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THE RAILWAY AGCOUNTANT

A monthly Journal devoted to Railway

Well appreciated abroad in
Woashington, London and
New Zealand

——

Obtain full benefits by subscribing
immediately, if not alreay done:

e ———

“An'excellent advertising medium

throughout India.

Contact : The Mg. Editor, |
14, Balakrishna Road, Madras. 4,

Are- You Deaf ?

Then, we offer hearing aids, less;
than two ounces in weight and
using only one battery. You carf:;
keep it under the tie or myoux‘,‘
hair. BT
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For further particulars, -
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A New Systezm of Edﬁcajjon

BY SRi NARAY AN MAHAPATRA, ‘ff"ﬂ'ii':?fi?i?ﬁ?”‘-

HE education of to-day aims mainly
at mental development. As physi-
cal improvement of the pupils is not
looked after, their health goes down. To
1'emedy this, of course, physical education
1 introduced inschools by the Depart-
ment, but that is too inadequaleso to SaY,
in name only., In comparison with it,
the syllabus of school studies is too long.
Hence the teachers and the taught have
to pay more time to finishing the courses
of studies.
for the mental development of the pupils
are unnecessury in man’s everyday life
%o a great extent, and hence waste much
time. What to do to remedy is to teach the
general and necessary things in every
main branch o f education that are requif-
ed for a perfect manhood and to leave
the unnecessary portions,

For physical development, i iti

, in addition
t‘ﬁ galgle}b; and drill, profitable handwork
stould be taught. "With such a motive
In viow, Bapuji and other patriots have
invented the Basic Education system
which is under experiment from the gov:
ernment. Its main purpose is to teach
pupils the spirit of self-help. Besides, the
school too is to be self-supporting b’y it
It has been seen by some years’ experi:
ment that the schools cannot support
themselves, Hence the government hasg
to render help towards the establishment
of the new system. It is necessary to

LX—12—1

The things that are taught

have schools in each and every village.
If it so happens, how will the government
be able to render help to so many sciiools?
If these schools are placed uunder the
management of village Panchayats, then
without levying cducation tax on the in-
habitants of the villages, how can they
manage them ?  But if such expenditure
would burden nobody, either the govern-
ment or the people, then an important
problem of the country would be solved.
The condition of the Basic Schools would
be better, if in addition to spinning and
weaving, improved and profitable handi-
craft training is introduced. The things
that are mainly required for the school
and which it purchases from outside,
should be made in school. Taking the
required amounts of things for its own
consumption, the school would be able to
sell the extra production inthe market
and thus have a certain profit, For ex-
ample, clothes, shirts, paper and S0ApS
might be produced in schools and sold in
the markets near-by. Where the places
are devoid of a good market, the govern-
ment should make arrangements for their
sale. Of course, to sell in the bayraar,
articles of improved quality are rqqulred,
but by degrees, the things must be improv-
ed. Till then the government and the
school will have to face certain difficnl-
ties, no doubt. The government may
have certain restrictions on mill-made
goods etc, to support school industries..

A
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To introduce such cottage industries in
schools, some preliminary expenditure
will be required to purchase necessary in-
strm'nents. The government may bear a
portionof it, and for another, may make
arrangements with the factories to offer
a certain pprtion of their charitable funds
towards this. The housing expenditure
of the school may be borne by the govern-
ment, the Local Board and the village
people jointly, The donations of gene-
r(})(us Se?iple hs'hol;ﬂd, dinstead of being
expended on higher educati 3
nponded on g tion, be used on

In addition to the aforesaid handicral
other profitable works may be mr’:l('l(;g?cfots,
He'n}dlcmfts depending on the local avail-
ablhty of raw materials and having a
need in the local market should be intro-
duced by the authorities concerned.

All the pupils and teachers wi i
fa.milies would reside in the sc}lg:)ltgig
mises, The teachers are to lead simple
lives, and they would manage themselves
from the products and profits of the
school and would get a lower pay from
the government or Local Board in order to
support their dependents at home. B
living simple lives, the teachers and th}(;
taught both will influence society on
how to lead a simple life. Graduall
when the people begin to lead simple liveS;’
the sta{ldardl sfblivilng of the people in
general wou e alt i i
goneral v ered in the right

The pupils living with th

would be fed and clothed by t?hetggggﬁ:
and the school jointly, the school bearing
a tl_nrd of it. The local pupils may take
their meals at home. To supply food for
the pupils is a difficult problem, as suffi-
cient land is required for it and that too
near the school. It must be possible, if
the government tries for this with ’the
co-operation of the local people. The
present bhudan movement will help it
The people may be encouraged to offex:
some land for the school too which is
theirs. In such land, the main foodcrop
of the place, cotton and vegetables can be
growi.

There should bo not more than two
examinations in a year in crafts and
studms, At the end of the career, the
hoa(_hnastur will grant cortificates to
pupils countersigned by the Inspector.

. For girls, girls’ schools should be estab-
] )lshed separately, Only mistresses would
vs? appointed for such schools, The girls
; g:&d learn t'ho handicralts such as
S ing, g)xxxbr01dery, tailoring, paper and
soap mak.mg.‘ In addition to literature
?lrlthmetlc, history and goography whicl;
the boys would learn, they would learn
also nursing and cooking. |

In both the boys’ i
_  boys’ and girls’ schools
g}?tl(:?)l ]r}F;ﬂ:uG'm% will have an important’
ace, Ihis ig the main thi i
one’s charnetor, ng 1o build

~After learning reading, writi
simple arithmetic, that if’aft{»lrt ltx;l% lzjrig
standard, t.he pupils are to come to sucfl a
school. This sort of school may be nameg
the Upper .Primary School, as such an
education is the need of every youn
person M society. This stage would bg
divided into six grades. The student will
complqte this career at the age of fifteen
iL}r:d will have the general knowledge of
i g, present  Matriculation standard
Aftor this stage, he may go to differont
ranches of education if he likes, b

The school building s
;lvalls, a thatched fz)o?'ho}mlll\% haavcemmud
O?l(ir. il‘hfe pupils would sit on smalj rr?:tzt
on y tsnmll lower desks aro required fop
thgn 0 make them sit erect. To have lll
hese, less money would be require;iato

be borne by bot
governmont. 1 the people ang the

r
To be teachers in
and efficient teacheps
TS,

git’iglg ;loun‘tryz are required. Their e
Mo triculg}glf:)l;ﬁmgut)fl should not be belol\lh:
bo a graduate, Teaohy headmastor shoy]
aduate, Teachers of ould
would be of three ca Ol such schoql
tegorieg 0ls
(2) craftsmen, and (3) aglffcsal(tlur?:???lars,

If such schools are
_are intr :
country, the pupils leaviné)dl:;(l}]%d M:]!; t?e
Q0ig,

such schoolg
S ’ gOOd
wishing the good
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in addition to general knowledge, would
learn a craft which they like and there-
by would be able to maintain themselves
in their after-lives. By such schools, the
big problem of unemployment would be
removed to a great extent.

s

In the end, the writer hopes that the
attentions of the Education Ministers of
states and the Union, the Vice-Chancel-
lors of different universities and the D.P.
Ts. of different states to be drawn to
these proposals.

Making Mathematics Sensible

By HENRY W. SYER, dssociale Professor of Education, Boston University.

ATHEMATICS is a wonderful sub-

ject to teach; audio-visual mate-

rials are fascinating to use. Therefore,
the two together are unbeatable.

There is really something exceptional
in the combination, for a diversity in
their basic natures leads toa peculiar
strength when they are combined. Audio-
visual materials are actual, practical,
substantial, and of matter ; mathematics
is unsubstantial. imaginative, thought{ ul-
intellectual, and of the mind. How can
they ever get together ?

As a matter of fact, eachreinforces the
other. The reality of audio-visual mate-
rials brings life to the generalities of
mathematics ; the principles of mathe-
matios organise the many, specific experi-
ences of school and life.

The ordinary teacher needs: news of
the materials available, advice on ways
to choose the most suitable materials, and
information on effective ways in which
these materials might be used in the
olassroom.

Materials may be bought, or they may
be made as part of the class work. It is
better to buy complicated technical de-
vices which require more time to construct

than they are worth, which call for con- .

struction skills not found in most teachers
or pupils, or which use materials difficult
to obtain, Other devices should be made
because students learn as much (or more’)
in the making as the using, Having

% g\;gils mt?%e 1!;heh‘ own also saves money
' contributes to pupils’ pride in good
§ workmanship, ’ B ?

There is often one best type of aid to
serve a given purpose, but we should
avoid letting our memories cramp our
imagination. Just because you know
of an aid to do a job, do not hesitate to
seek a new approach: models, charts,
posters, pictures, movies, recordings, radio
or television.

It is interesting to consider whether
the primary appeal of a particular aid is
to hands, eyes, ears, mind, or heart.
Sometimes the manipulation, the viewing,
or the listening seems of most importance,
although behind all our teaching isa
real interest in thinking and feeling.

Let us trace a few paths through our
chart to illustrate the uses of audio-
visual materials in mathematics teaching.

SOME MATERIALS TO MAKE
AND USE

Recordings : The appreciation of the
difficulties of communication of simple
mathematical ideas canbe brought out by
having the class write and record a play
concerning the monies presently used in
various countries, We take our decimal
money system so much for granted and
the conversion from one unit to another
is so automatic that some reading and
planning about other systems will open
most. people’s eyes.

A stimulating setting will add to the
interest, such as a Boy Scout jamboree
where boys from all countries are telling
what they paid for knives, camping |
equipment, and food. If they start to
trade with each other and see'the difficul= :
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Uesof converting from one surrency 1o
ung)‘ihor? tuen the whole problom of intey-
baiional currency aud the complications
ob iternationad banking are introduce(f
Of Carse, many more problems than are
needed {or the recording should be invent.
ed and worked out by the class, so that
the best can be chosen, .

125 0Fnma 1
Posters: A study  of the various

charity

drives in a community-—Red

Handt! R PPN » . 2 1
Feathoer, Red Cross, Salvation Army, and

50 on-—tould resulf in a
showing, in a mathema
way, tis sources of incono

serios of posters
tical, graphical
and expendi-

r‘cure for services which they support,
I‘ll{afse posters would be publicity for the
varnous campaigns and aids o a confused

public,

[ai} ;
The teacher shonld paing

ond to his

le\s that a recognised ob of mathematics
15 to make an objective, exact, unbiased
presentation of facts, but {hat decision-
making based on facts (in this case what

/]
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make a decision is illustrated, but the
independence of each individual to do as
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maintained, Statistics do not decide;
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Charts: Estimating areas is a difficult
skill. A class discussion about the moan-
ng of cstimating, the meaning of area,
the different shapes which one can esti-
wate, the relative difficulty of ecstimat-
ing them, and a logical way of analysis
for more difficult shapes could Jead to
preparing a chart of various areas to he
estimated,  Relative sizos of areas (hoth
“what pari of ” and “how many times
as big as”), the neaning of a unit
aroa,” the basic areq formulas, the degree
of accuracy needed—all will become
clearer from working with one chart,
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The primary appeal is to the eyes, and
the training of them in a new skill, but
there are obviously many mental skills
involved as well.

Models : Some ideas areso now that
the imagination must be helped by con-
crete means in forming the concept.
When three-dimensional graphs are con-
sidered, it is not at all sufficient to intro-
duce them casually as a simple extension
of familiar, two-dimensional co-ordinate
systems. For students to see and under-
stand points lying in a plane, the eight
octants, the plus and minus directions on
three lines, and other fundamental ideas,
it will help to have students make simple
models from wooden or wire frames, or
cardboard cartons.

Pictures: It has often been suggested
that a series of pictures be collected to
illustrate the shapes of geometry. The
greatest shortcoming here is that they
will contribute to rocognition, but will
provide little real understanding of
mathematical ideas.

On the other hand, a series of pictui®s
which show mathematical shapes serving
a purpose are very useful: a triangle for
stability, a spherical tank for minimum
area and for strength, and manufacturing
and drafting drawings for congruent and
similar figures,

SOME MATERIALS TO BUY
AND USE

Models : The manipulation of commer-
cial models which have been designed
after ecareful classroom research is a very
productive activity. Some of tho most
recent and most_thoughtful are the sets
put out by the W.M, Welch Manufactur-
ing Co. (Chicago) and the Ideal School
Supply Co.

The former set is an extensive collection

ed and turned so that various paris can
be examined.

The other company has put out some
large models of the well-known Burns
Boards used successfully for many years
by Frances Burns and therefore assured
of teachability. The dynamic qualities
which can be given to geometry by creat-
ing figures of elastic thread on a colour-
ful background make it easy tobring the
concept of * function” into that subject,

Movies : Movies that appeal to the eyes
and thereby teach mathematics are relati-
vely easy to find.

A movie, for example, aimed directly
at a mathematics class and designed to
show the connection between mathe-
matics and music could broaden the back-
ground of the class. The relationships
between musical sounds and sound waves
using trigonometric functions would be
the main subject of such a movie, The
sound track, with both explanation and

‘musical sounds, and the pictures, of ins-

truments and graphs of the sound waves,
would be related, Such expressions as
these would be used .

sin (x plus y)

sin x plus sin y

sin (ax plus b) _
frequency, amplitude, harmonics, and
others.

Radio  Programmes:  Educational
radio cannot and should not take over a
class and teach it, but it can provide
supplementary material far beyond the
resources and resourcefulness of the indi-
vidual, busy teacher. For eleventh-and
twelfth-graders a series of talks on the
subject of mathematics since 1900 could
bring the work of experts into classrooms
and provide material most teachers hawve -
not had time to dig out for themselves, =

AR AR F Y SRS F R A R AR

of many kinds of mathematical models  Television Programmes: Even a firet.
which employ plastics to good advantage. year algebra oclass could benefit from. a
The transparency and brilliance of this well-prepared television programme en *
material adds to the appearance and use- equations and their parameters. Such.a
fulness, Being able tosee the internal fancy word need not be used, but a olever -
. relationships in three-dimensional models visual presentation -of the effect on the
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the coefficients would be valuable since it
ig the sort of thing that is too time-consu-
ming for most teachers to prepare.
Movable charts, plastic sheets with curves
drawn upon them, projected curves on
sereens, and solid models could all contri-
bute to the gencral discussion,

TOWARD MORE EFFECTIVE

LEARNING

One of the dangers of concentrating so
much on audio-vieual materials in an

article like this is that the impression
may be given that good, old-fashioned
teaching—homework, recitation, writing
out proofs, solving equations, sotting up
word problems using rulers and compas-
ses-—is supposod to be out of date. Noth.
ing could be further from the truth All
that this article is trying to suggest is a
variety of techniques which are neglect-
ed and which, joined to the older
methods, can result in better understand-
ing and more permanent learning.

Sri Nava Bharat Asram, Goribidnur, Mysore State.

A Questionnaire on t

he Reform of Secondary

Education in India

Teachers, Headmasters and Inspecting Officers of Secondary Schools are
hereby requested to kindly send their opinions, giving briefly their practical sugges-

tions on some of the educational problems
in which they have got experience and in

contained in the following quostionnaire,
which they are interosted, to ¢ The Presi-

dent, Sri Nava Bharat Asram, Goribidnur "—via Bangalore so that the Asram may
take up the important work of consolidation of these opinions and submission of
periodical reports on these educational problems relating to the Reform of Secon-
dary Education to the Ministries of Education and Educational Departments of
States and Provinces of India for their consideration, Teachers, headmasters and
inspecting officers who were and are actually engaged in the educational work of
Secondary Schools can really offer valuable suggestions for the solution of vitg]
educational problems and their opinions have to be considered seriously by educa-

tional authorities.

M. A. NARAYANA IYENGAR,

Retired Deputy Director of Public Instruction, Mysore State,

Introduction.

(1) What are the defects in the present
gystem ?

(2) What are the causes for the deterio-
ration in the quality of education impart-
ed to students of Secondary Schools ?

(A) The aims and objectives of Secon-
dary Education.

and President of th Asram,

(3) Should the aim of Secondary Edu-
cation be tl}e same for the whole of
India? or different for each State or

Local Board? or dj i
Sohool 3 r different for each High

4) In case the aim of Secondar .
caltliotn ll:e tl‘?f Sanﬁe for the Wholey S%gtl:;,
waat should be the aims and objacti
Secondary Eduocation % 160tives of

A QUESTIONNAIRE ON SECONDARY EDUCATION IN INDIA 227

(5) Who should prescribe the subjects
for study, prepare the syllabus and select
the Text Books—(i) the Department, (ii)
the Local Board, or (iii) the Management
of each High School ?

(B) The Curriculum:

(6 What should be the duration of
Secondary Education in relation to Pri-
mary Education on the one side and Uni.-
versity Education on the other?

(V) Should Secondary Education be in
two stages, namely, Junior High School
and Senior High School—the former
training students for good citizenship and
the latter giving Preparatory Training
to enter the University and Technical
Colleges ?

(8) What should be the languages that
have to be taught in the Secondary
Schools in the order of importance ? State
your views with regard to (i) the mother-
tongue, (ii) Hindi, (iii) English and
(iv) Sanskrit,

(9) What should be the curriculum for

Junior High Schools for General Edu-

cation other than languages?

(10) What should be the projects in
Secondary Schools so that the students
may learn these theoretical subjects by
doing?® -

(14) What should be the curriculum for
Junior High Schools regarding Vocation-
al Training ? Is it necessary and possi-

le to introduce compulsory technical
courses ?

(12) What should be the curriculum

for Junior High Schools regarding Co-
currioular Activities ?

(13) What should be the curriculum of

subjects, languages, co-curricular activi-

ties for Senior High Schools ¢

(14) What should be the hours of work,
terms: vacations, working days and holi-
days in Secondary Schools ?

(15) How should the hoursbe distribut-

ed in Junior High Schools for languages,

general subjects, vocational subjects and

ioular activitios ?

(16) How should the hours be distribut-
ed for languages, general subjects, voca-
tional subjects and co-curricular activi-
ties in the Senior High Schools ?

(17) What should be the place of Fine
Arts including Music in Secondary
Schools? A practical programme to be:
suggested, if the answer isin the posi-
tive.

(18) Should there be religious and
moral instruction, or spiritual and moral
instruction ? A practical programme to be
suggested, if the answer is in the positive
in each case.

(19) How should Libraries be efficiently
organised and library work conducted
80 as to be useful to students ?

(0) What are the principles to be
observed in the preparation of Syllabi
and Textbooks and the prescription of
the latter ?

(C) Conduct of Co-curricular Acti
vities,

(21) (a) What are the practical difficul-
ties in conducting physical education in
Secondary Schools? What ‘are the
methods to organise it efficiently ?

(b What are the games that have
to be introduced in Secondary Schools?
How best can they be organised in spite
of many difficulties ?

(22). (a) How to organise manual work
for students of Secondary Schools ? Will
it be possible to obtain wages for the
manual labour of students ? ;

(b} Is it desirable to give military
training to students of Secondary Schoo
If so, under what limitations? . .. ..

(23) How to organise Reading Rodmsf
in Secondary Schools so that the students
may make the best use of them}

(24) What are the Literary Activities
that can be started in Secondary Schools?
How best to organise them throughout

the school year® : ! u

(25) How to organise Social Serviee’
programmes in Secondary Schools ands
trains students for leadership ¥ Consldor "
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the following: (i) Scvadal courses (i)
Boy-Scout courses (iii) Red Cross Group
activities (iv) School Desa Sevak organi-
sation and (v) Village Social Service
Camps.

(26) How to organise social and aesthot-
ic activities in Secondary Schools—
celebrations ete, ?

(27) How should visual education and
school excursions be organised in Second-
ary Schools ?

(28) How should pupil Self-Govern-
ment and Tutorial System be organised in
Secondary Schools ? e

(29) How best to maintain the School
Garden ? :

(30) How can we develop the School
Museum ?

(D) Educational Organisation.

. (I:l) \tYha.t sho;ld be the Medium of
nstructilon in Junior High School
English or the Mother-tongu%? o

(32) What should be the Medium of
Instruction in Senior High Schools—
English or the Mother-tongue 9 '

. (33) What should bo the str th
Secondary School? What stepglela%oul(()isz

i, ;

laken when there is over or ing i

! Te I r-crowding in ¢
Sections ? . he

‘ (34) How can the toacher attend to the
requirements of differont types of child-

ren with different abilities and aptitudes
in Secondary Schools ? P ~

(39) How can the staff do effective
‘geachmg work, when the accommodation
ts insufficient, the furniture inadequate

- and equipment poor ? Methods of impro-

ving these?

(Zi(iﬁ'fv“"lmt aro the best methods of
promoting school diseipline of—(i) the
Headmaster (ii) tho Staff and (iii) the
students,

(7 Can we have co-education i
Secondary Schools ¢ education in
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(38) How best to conduct School Can-
teens in Secondary Schools ?

(39 How best to conduct efficient
medical inspection in Secondary Schools?

(40) Consider the problem of lodging
and boarding for students of distant
villages. 1) Should there be communal
hostels? (ii) Should there be Sarvajanik
Hostels ? (iii) Can the school buildings be
used for lodging purposes outside school
hours and {or providing meals in after-
noons ?

(41) Is it desirable to grant scholarships
to backward class students 2 It so, on
principles ?

(42) Is it desirable to award special
prizes cr merit certificates to schools which
do good work during the school year?

(E) Methods of Instruction,

(43) Should the teachers prepare pro-
grammes of work and notes of lessons?
If so, what should be the contents of each
lesson ?

(44) How best to introduce the principle
“of Learning by doing and thinking” in
teaching all the subjects of Secondary
Schools ?

(45) How to develop the lesson, taking
the co-operation of students? General
Instructions for all subjects.

(46) How to develop the lesson, taking
the co-operation of students, with refer-
ence to special subjects ?

(47) Can notes be dictated to students
and text books used in class in non-langu-
age subjects ?

(48) How best to correlate between
programme of work, preparation work of
teachers, blackboard work, c¢lass note
books of students and text books ?

(49) What principles should be adopted
for setting and correcting Home Exer-
Cises and Tests ?

.(50) How are we to meet the practical
dlﬁicultlgs in framing the Time Tables
and making extra work arrangements ?

(51) How best to pay special attention
to backward students ?

LX—12—2

(92) Is it desirable to preccribe home-
lessons to students ?

(F') Evaminations,

(93) Should examinations be abolished®
If so, how should the attainments of
students be evaluated ?

{H4) How best to conduct school exami-
nations, and what should be the princi-
ples of setting questions and valuation
of answer papers in languages and
subjects ?

(55) How best to conduct examinations
in vocational subjects ? In Agriculture or
Industrial Arts?

(56) How best to conduct public exami-
nations, and what should be the principles.
of setting questions, valuation of answer
papers and the system of moderation of
marks ?

(97) What should be the principles of
class promotions and selection of students
for public examination ?

(68) How best to evaluate the achieve-
ments of students in co-curricular activi-
ties? How far progress in them should be
taken into consideration in school pro-
motions ?

(59) By what methods should indivi-
dual records of progress of students
daring the entire Secondary School course
be maintained ?

(G) Educational Supervision,

(60) What are the duties of hez}dm'as-
ters of Secondary Schools in organisation
and supervision work ?

(61) What are the various items pf
work which a good teacher has to dis-
charge in his school ?

(62) Which schools do efficient work—
(i) Government schools (ii) Municipal
schools (iii) District Board schools and
(iv) private schools? And why ?

(63) What should be the qualifications
and the training required for the District
Educational Officers to conduct school
inspections efficiently ?
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(64) What are the prineiples, procediire
and methods of ordinary inspections of
Secondary Schoolg ?

(§5) Vlf’lhalt fu‘eé the principles, procedure
and methods of surprise inspections ¢
Schools ? pections of

(66) How can we develo ai

, p the faith of
hegxglma.sters, teaok_mrs and parents in the
utlliiy and dpossmility of educational
work expected from them by the Denart
work ¥ the Depart-

(67) What is the besi g
What stosystems of the
%?:est;ammg of teachers on G urukni
(68) How should the Universit i
ing Collego be reprenniod Ay Train-
I nges ;7 ege be reorganised on Guruluiy
(69) What are the practical
_ (69) e o practical methods
;rilprovmg ghe teaching capacity etc(\ Zf
erage and weak hers of Second
average teachers of Secondary
{(10) What should be tl inci
W : e prin S
recognition of non-Governrr?enthpclﬁgcﬁg

THE EDUCATIONAL REVIEW

tr\dr tho pohmer: of the Departimont
owards unrccognised schools ¥

(H) Educationad Administration.

Fci(7]) What is the present systom of
S‘Jt UC:i):)tl()nEl,], Administration  in  your
otate 2 Are there Edueational Officers

who devote their time complotely for the

lmprovement in the qualit i i

{ ¢ »quality of edues

mparted in their Schools ¥ neation
(72) What should be the principles

U e t ()1 f/tY (&
; o Y ( llt‘ t L oy HL

. .
r,(7‘5)_,VVh‘°”t should be the principles
gf.,’?v.e}‘rae ng the appointment of temporary
eachers and part-time teachopy

h (711) W bat wee the qualifications of
aeadmasters 1o be considered while select-
ing then for the placey /

(75) What should be the

of .teachers and restricti
their private tuitions 9

bours of work
ons regarding
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(76) How should the District Educa-
tional Offices of your State be improved ?

7y How should the offices of thoe
Deputy Directors and Directors of your
Stato be improved now ?

(78) What should be the qualifications
of the Secretary of Kducation in the
Qecretariat?  Should he be an educa-
tional expert or not ?

(79) What should bo the pay, prospoeets
and comforts of Sccondary Teachers in
your State ? What should be their leave
rules, pension rules or Provident Tund
provision ?

(80) What are the suggestions to be
offered to minimise the office-work of the
headmasters so that they may devote
greater attention to the educational work
of their schools?

(81) What is the procedure to bo adopt-
ed regarding the periodical publication
of Dcpartmental Manuals, circulars,
handbooks and bulleting, so as to ensure

uniform and practical instruction in all
parts of the State ?

(82) How far is it desirable to hold
periodical Conferences of experienced
Toachers, Headmasters and Inspecting
Officers under the presidency of the
Director of Public Instruction in order to
discuss Kducational Problems and arrive -
at practical conclusions?

(83) What value should be attached
by the Government and the Department
to the anoymous petitions against teach-
ers, headmasters and inspecting officers ¢

(84) Under what circumstances should
non-officials be coopted in Educational
Committees ?

(85) What should be the constitution
and functions of the State Educational
Conference and the co-operation of the
Department in its work ?

86. Can teachers and headmasters be
pormitted to have Private Tuitions? If
so, under what restrictions ?

——

Education and Child Development

By W.D. WALL, Department of Education, United Nations Educational
Scientific and Cultural Organisation.

(The proposed programme of the United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cul-
tural Organisation for 1955-36, to be
presented at the Montevideo General
Conference in November, calls for
further development of the International
Institute of Child Study in Bangkok,
Thailand. This Institute was opened in
1954, with the help of the Government
of Thailand, after studies had shown the
necd to stimulate fundamental research
in child study and the training of special-
ists.

The need was most acute in areas
where the educational sciences are only
beginning to emerge and where concepts
and techniques have o be assimilated to
cultures different from those of the West,
The proposed programme provides for

continued services of a consultant to the
Institute on the technical aspects of its
resoarch and training programme. It
also provides for fellowships to enable
advanced students from the Asian regions
to be trained in Bangkok.

In the following article, Dr. W, D,
‘Wall, specialist in educational psycho-
logy and child development, explains the
background to the Institute,

In many parts of the world, governments
are attempting to extend and improve
their systems of compulsory education by
introducing ideas, methods and types of
school organisation which have been
successful elsewhere. Hitherto this has
been carried on largely by aprocess of
trial and error, persisting through many
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fzul.tu'wj: aqd false starts until the inno-
vation is elther naturalized or abandoned.

Memy of the difficulties experienced
spring from an imperfect appreciation of
the fact that w good educational system
in all but its most superficial aspect%’
geﬂ.ects the culture which gave rise to i\t’
it is emquded in a whole scheme of
values, soclal expectations, traditions and
t<>1}§ ways on which it acts as an amelio-
rating and as a conserving force. The
attempt to transplant educational ideas,
techmques or methods from one cultur:
to another may well rupture this relation:
ship. Sometimes the result is a partial
or qoxnpleto failure ; sometimes, th(; edu-
cational system implants values and
modes of behaviour alien to the new cul.
ture and which may lead toa loss of
what was good without substituting gxny-
thx{xg better. The improvement of the
national system of education is 6556
‘10(1)%11}’ a m'ai‘gter of “grass-roots”—of devg-
loping, with outside help i ]
;nethogs, techniquesand vgmlécfas r\;fﬁff}?afg’

i o o .J N
0?111&1;6' preserve what is good in the
) A second important consideration is
that educational method, more or | ;
roughly, reflects our knowledge of teﬁ,s
needs' and development of children, Ma v
practices accepted by educators aré, horg-

ever, more hallowed by tradition than
sanctioned by science.  This uncriti[z’tl
acceptance of even apparently surccvs&zf:ﬂ
przmctlcp may be unwise. The best c“uf;ent
gducatxpnnl methodology  is based on o/ur
increasing knowledge of the psychologi-
cal development of children, But ﬁlo
theories of child development evolved b

psychologists from their studics of chii
dren in }fhn'om and North Amerjen, |ln:xv
not bo divectly applicable in other cu‘i-
tuges, very different in their wﬁys of
chll‘d rearing and in their ontire p%y(“ho
logical atmosphere. Tt follows, 1.i1<ei'(;f51'(~—
that not merely must cducational nmthod
bp adap’cgd to the culture concerned, but
sxde_by side with this should go a s;rste-
matic revalidation of our kxiowlwir;c 6f
chll_d development as the very basis Tx :
which sound gchooling will be built. pon

FOUNDING OF THE INSTITUTE

‘It was with these considerati i
mind and as a contribution toetl};gls?)rll\itiég
of one of the more urgent problems in the
extensgml and improvement of cducatior
ghat I.Jm;-sc() undertsok to aid i 1; {)h\(:
I(t)undmg of an International Institute/

was intended that this Institute should
undertake basic research in child develop-
ment, experiment with the practicgl
applications of psychology to the p;o-
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blems of developing educational systems,
and undertake training ata high level of
men and women who would act as con-
sultants to their own governments.

The Government of Thailand agreed to
act as host for and largely to finance the
project. In 1953 Professor William Line,
Professor of Psychology, University of
Toronto, Canada, was appointed as the
Bpesco consultant., During a survey
visit in 1953 to Thailand, he determined,
in association with the Ministry of Edu-
cation, the authorities of the University
of Chulalongkorn and the Teacher Train-
ing College of Pasarnmitre, the main
practical details of the Institute, and
chose the first six staff members  These
six people, three men and three women,
and all distinguished educators from the
universities, training collegesand schools
of Thailand have spent the 1953-54 Uni-
versity, session studying in the univer-
sity of Toronto and in further prepa-
ration for the opening of the Lnstitute in
1954/55.

The main lines of the initial research
programme of the Institute have been
planned. Broadly, it will be concerned
with the needs and growth patterns of
Thai children; it will examine the
manner in which the educational system
relates itself to these needs and thence to
the needs of the community. Initially
this will be done through a close study of
an experimental school population by
sociometric techniques, but it will involve
also the determination of ways in which
the educability of individual children
can be measured. As far as possible, these
inter-related projects will attempt to
determine techniques and measures that
can be translated into other Asian cul-
tures and eventually to all. A further
important project is that of a long-term
developmental study of personality

growth in their children and adoles-
cents.

As soon as this research programme
has got beyond the pilot stage, it is pro-
posed to bring it into relation with com-
parative studies in other cultures (e. g.
Canada, Britain, Switzerland, India) in
the hope of delineating scientific univer-
<als in the field of child development and
education. This cross-cultural aspect of
the Institute research programme may
eventually prove to be one of its most
valuable aspects.

Side by side with research, the Insti-
tute will undertake training. Beginning
in 1955 with the training of a limited
number of Thai nationals, it will accept
fellows in 1956 from the other countries
of the Asian region. The training given
will be at a post-graduate level and will
involve the students in active participa-
tion in the Institute’s work, thus provid-
ing each year some fifteen to twenty
educators and psychologists with the
background and skills necessary to carry
on in their own countries the delicate
task of assimilating educational ideas to
the culture which wishes to make use of
them. It is hoped too that the Institute
will provide the field base for workers
who wish to undertake comparative
studies of child development and educa-
tional growth,

Throughout the early critical years of
what is the first centre of its kind in the
world, Unesco intends to continue to pro-
vide tho services of u research consult-
ant. The policy and development of the
Institute will be in the hands of the Thai
Director and his staff ; outside help will
tako the form mainly of technical advice
on the development of the research and
training programme, and of co-operative
projects  between Bangkok and other
centres in the west.

NOTICE
Sk1 P. N. GHOSE, Typewriter Repairer, 132, M. . Paul Chowdhury's Lane, North Baatra,
Howrah P. O., has been appointed as one.of our Representatives for Bengal. We request our

subscribers and advertisers to extend to him their fullest support.

Manager,
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Educate for New Sarvodaya—|] *

By Dr. K. N, King, Ma, ph, », ki

ormer Director of Public Instruction, Jodhpur,

Tyt o "y J g 7 E
(Conlinued from Page 217 of November Issue),

POVERTY AND UNEMPLOYMENT.

42.  Despite the bold and progressive
pﬂohcy adopted by the Central and State
(l-oveyxlxllents in extending agriculture
and industries, tho ot of the poor man
has not considerably improved, Hosts of
beggars still throng to our houses and
shops ; sometimes whole families are on
the march. Men, women and children
can still be seen closhed in tatters, sleep-
ing on pavements and eating remmants
of fo_od on dinner-leaves thrown on the
roadside or in the dust-hin which are
licked by dogs and pecked at by birds.
Unemplqyment has not abated percepti-
bly. Illiterate unemployed suffer pangs
of hunger and destitution without
much murmur, and attribute them to
some unknown divine wrath. The edy.
cated unemployed get bittep against
society and donot hesitate to take to
anti-socigl activities,

43. A poor lady, whose husband has

been thrown out of a temporary ;

whose only son has stil} gow 3fravli(l)fa)dm;g
80t any employment even on twenty
rupees a month, said recently . «T ap
unable to feed my son  He suffered
from typhoid some time back and I now
wish that he had died then”. One reads
In newspapers the suicide of whole fami-
lies or murder of wite and children and

suiqide by the head of the family, because
of dire poverty,

44, Thg,_condition of lower middle
clas:s families is mogt pitiable. When
ladies become pregnant, they cry ang
some of then} try to get rid of the embryo
even resorting to quackish methods
When children got ill, they allow them'

to die, because they ¢
obtain medica) relief?’ ot afford to

Cr———— o

* Part1 of this article was published 1

“Educational Review”

A5, Some of our rich porsons preach
simple living and high thinking to these
poor folk.  This advice i« taotaimount to
adding fuel to fire, Instead of giving
this gratuitous advice, they would do
considerable service to the poor, if they
will utilive their hoarded wealth to start
hewer industriecs, which will yield emp-
oyment to the poor, and thus supplement
the efforts of the Government in tackl-
ng unemployment,

46, Our rich compatriots should real.
ise that: the educated unemployed seek
refuge in anti-social groups and the jl.
htem.to unemployed are their prospective
recruits, and both the groups will, out of
desperation, resort to violence against
the opulent whon opportunities will pre.
sent tl}emselves. If they are not able tc
start industries, they should use their
hoarded wealth in contributing liberally
to the National Loan floated by our
Government, which will enable the lat-
ter to establish new industries angd
expand and recondition the older ones
and thus make it possible to relieve un-’
employment.
47, In both the public and private
sectors of our Five Year Plans, much
larger capital should be used. Two thou-
sand crores per annum would be a reason-
able amount for industries in thig vast
country, of which a thousand Crores
should be utilised to develop industries
dlrectl_y connected with the arny, navy
and air-force, Poverty can bo dispelled
only by ndustrializition o modern lineg
/”!{/l/?/ agreculturgl economy does n()t'
lend atself” ;) riches, The tremendoug
giram O our money resources in purchas:
ing machmory and machine-made urtki~
Jles from foreign countries will néver
enable our country to be wealthy, |
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48. Community Projects and National
Extension Schemes are steps in the_rlght
direction to raise the earning capacity of
villagers, My discussions with the orga-
nisers reveal that the people are interest-
ing themselves in these activities and
are giving money and labour freely, but
the people are poor and the Government
should reduce the quota of the indigent
rural folk., Only about a fourth of the
funds sanctioned by Government for
Community Projects are said to have
been utilised till now, If the Govern-
ment will bear about seventy-five per
cent of the cost and expect not more
than twenty-five per cent from the villa-
gers in the form of labour mostly, fshe
achievement will be greater and speedier.
Swift and sure wins the race. When the
people becomes richer, they will willing-
ly bear higher proportion of expendi-
ture.

49. The abolition of Zamindaries and
the consequent distribution of land
among the tenants on a proprietory basis
is "bound to increase production. There
is considerable land to be still brought
under cultivation. This may be distri-
buted early among the landless_poor_;
and they should be enabled to bring it
under cultivation by providing them
with the implements and other materials
essential for this process.

50. Ammonium sulphate has become
practically the monopoly of the Central
Government. The price of this commo-
dity should be considerably lowered, so
that tho cost of agricultural production
may be less and the agriculturists may
be encouraged to use it.

RESEARCH IN SCIENCE.

51. Qur National Laboratories have
been turning out very good research
work helpful to trades and industries, as
I have myself seenina few of them.
They are inadequate for such a large
country asIndia. In the succeeding five
year plans, every attempt should be
made to establish every type of labora.
tory in every State as far as practicable,

52. Our Universities should devote
much greater attention to research as ig
done in U.8.A. and Europe, where it is
usual for professors to work ten to twelve
hours a day. I was told by very emi-
nent professors there, that, if they did
not contribute at least half a dozen first
class research papers annually, they
could not retain their posts, let alone
their eminence, in the field. In our
country also research should be the chief
criterion for the appointment of profes-
sors. Lecturership should be the highest
post to be occupied by teachers whodo not
engage themselves in research, The
researches should be published in the
Federal and State languages.

53. The pay and prospects of those
engaged in research should be greatly
enhanced. The minimum basic salary
should be five hundred rupees per month
and the incumbent should normally rise
to  Rs. 2000 with efficiency bars at
Re. 1000 and Rs. 1500. In outstanding
cases, Rs. 2,500 to Rs. 3000 should be
conceded. :

54, The present laboratories of de-
partments such as agriculture, forest,
fisheries, defence, marine engineering,
animal  husbandry, poultry-farming,
mining and metallurgy, and health
should be considerably extended and re-
search on a far larger scale should be
organised. Big indastrial concerns
should establish their own research de-
partments. In our country, the value of
research in industry has not been ade-
quately realised by our industrial mag-
nates. Research should also be done in
industrial management and in the rela-
tions among the consumers, workers and
capitalists,

55. Our scientists should consider if
derogatory to their prestige, if they do
not contribute to the sum total of the
world’s research in every field of know-
ledge. Moreover, on account of new dis-
coveries in the western world, equipment
and methods in agriculture, industries,
communications, transport and defence
fast become antiquated, and we are help-
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lessly depending on those people for new
equipment and machinery, which is un-
dignified to a great independent nation
comprisging a sixth of the human race.
WELFARE OF LABOUR

56. When theexpansion of industries,
agriculture and defence mechanism will
be still more speeded up, the attention
bestowed on welfave of labour will be
proportionately vaster. I have witnessed
excellent work done for labour wel-
fare at Cnittaranjan, Sindhri, Jharia
coal-fields, greater Bombay, Jamshedpur,
Bangalore and in some other places too.
But much morve rcnains to be done as
judged by modern standards.

57.  Labour should become partners
with capital for industry, should vecejve
substantial wages and honus without any
hitch which unsettles efficiency by strikc.’;,
should have free two-room and multi-
room houses with lighting, water and
sanitary arrangements, free medical care
and education for children and adults,
recreation and travel facilities and also
faClll‘l_Z’JCS for upgrading in their respective
veocations, and provident fund or old age
pensions, Among the Directive Princi-
ples of State Policy in the Constitution
of India is recorded * public assistance in
case of unemployment, old age, sickness,
disability and other cases of deserved
want,” and this directive will have to be
worked out seriously to benefit labour.,

58. The employment of agricultural
labour is seasonal and intermittent. The
problems of continuous employment
should be solved in Community Projects
and National Extension Schemes, Deep-
ening and repairing old wells and tanks
and constructing new oncs, constructing
and repairing roads and bridges, build.
ings, mechanised small scale and cottage
industries, afforestation work, compost
preparation, mining, railway construc-
tion, ’dredgmg rivers, and canals, cons—
truction of and repairs to small ports
ﬁshel:les, animal husbandry and poultry-’
farming etc., are to be undertaken on a
much vaster scale to engage agricultural
labourers during off scasons, )

59, Training facilities to convert non-
skilled labour into skilled labour, and
skilled-labour into higher technological
workers should be provided on a nation-
wide scale. The pay offered to skilled
labour at present is too small. A person
working at the lathe hardly gets a basic
pay of rupees fifty per month in many
places, while his compeer in western
countrics gets ten times as much. The
middle-income elass in U. 8. A,, which is
made up largely of wage-earners, geots,
nﬁ‘ter taxes, a per family income of Re,
1600 to Rs, 3000/- per month.

60. There is a fear in some minds that
thf\, modern labourer, instead of rising
with the progress of industry, will sink
dcﬁp(,*{,’ and deeper into pauperism. The
experience of 118 A, {5 in the opposite
direction,

The Fortune magazine gave recently
';he f;)llowizlg ﬁg,}'lures :—“The number of

amily units with $ 4,000 (Rs. 19,120y to

$ 7,500 (Rs. 35,850) cash i(ncome ’has)in-
creased about 50 per cent since 1947 and
about 230 per cent since 1941 7 ’
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61. This phenomenal pregress is due
to speeding up industrialization, as can be
spon from the facts that the United
States with 6 per cent of the world popu-
lation and land area, produces from 40 to
50 per cent of the world’s goods and that
production increased 30-fold in a century
and labour force nine times, despite
mechanization and rationalization.

62. The classless and casteless sociely
that we all envisage in India will be
attained only, if we secure cver-increas-
ing productivity and thus make avail-
able more goods to more people, concomi-
tantly and continuously inereasing their
purchasing power.

FOREIGN POCKETS IN INDIA

63. India attained independence seven
years ago, thanks to the farsightedness of
the British people who resigned them-
selves to the inevitable by quitting their
political hold on this country. The result
has been the greatest amity between the
two peoples, Indian and British, It is incon.
ceivable that any foreign pockets should
still remain in our country. France has
now handed over her possessions to our
Government. Adequate steps will be
taken to foster French culture and langu-
age even after the withdrawal. France
will thus come in the orbit of our Sarvo-
daya ideal and will also lay the founda-
tion of World Sarvodaya.

61. The Portuguese however are put-
ting up a losing resistance. They threaten
use of force against the liberators, When
the people living in their possessions are
determined to free themselves and
amalgamate with the rest of the Indians,
and when four hundred millions of the
latter are supporting the former, the
Portugueso will see the wisdom of

65. The fight is now confined to the
Goans; but this policy may have to be
rovised if the tussle continues. Our
Government should also consider the
%?a?sibil’ity of applying economic sanc-
tons . _

o LX—-12-3

66. The foreign pockets should come
to India, lest they should be used as
jumping off grounds by powerful nations
to stifle the liberty of Asians., Goa was
actually used to stroggle arms into
Hyderabad against India a few years
ago. Dr. A. Ramaswamy Mudaliar, who -
was a member of the Viceroy's Executive
Council during the last World War, said
recently at Caleutta ¢ that at the time
Marmagoa was being used by enemy
ships who had also control over the radio
station at that place. This resulted ina
disastrous experience for India,” and he
further remarked ¢ that there should be
no delusions of that kind of neutral-
ity.”

These pockets contain excellent ports
which are of greatest importance to India
in the formation of ship-building and
naval dock-yards,

67. We only hope that the powerful
nations of the world who love liberty and
have fought for and gained it in days of
yore, will put their mighty influence on
the-side of Indla. The conscience of U.S.A.
is sound, and she is said to be revising

“her policy regarding colonialism with a

view to eradicating it through the influ-
ence of U.N. The character of the British
is essentially idealistic, and it has already
given proof of it in this regard by grant.
ing independence to India, Burma and
Ceylon. Russia and China have been
fighting against this menace, and U. N.
has generally set its heart against it. .
Before the onslaught of these powetful .
bodies, Portugal can ill-afford to demon::
strate bellicosity. ~It has to throw off ite: .
belligerency. o e
61. President Soekarno of Indonesia -
said on August 17, 1954, that colonial
domination must be swept off from sg?e“ -
surface of the earth and the ri%ht of s
determination must apply fully to il :
nations. And he continued: *Even now
we are witnesses to the ugsurg‘eis.‘ofﬂ thﬁ
aspiration for national independence
wgich have manifested themselves ~as
raging storms in Morocco, Algeria, Cene
tral Africa, Egypt; Pondicherry, Ghos,
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Indo-China, Malay and Dutch New
Guinea ™. India should put her weight
on the side of liberating other coun-
fries also from colonialism.

69. India has given proof of religious
toleration for over two thousand years.
Christianity would not have spread in
In.dia,, but for the toleration of the
Hindus. So the propaganda of Portugal
that Roman Catholicism will be wiped
out of Goa if the latter should be merged
in India, will fall flat on the thinking
world. The Goans are already employed
on a vast scale in India and their chances
of employment will increase a thousand-
folgl in resurgent India. They have been
enjoying full freedom of worship, as can
be seen fr.om the churches constructed all
over India. The Christian educational
and other institutions are positive proofs
thatculture of all denominations is secure
and can develop.

70. The Constitution of India makes
a declaration of some fundamental rights
which it guarantees against violation by
the State. It says that subject only to
public order, morality, health and some
other essential provisions, all persons are
equally entitled to frecdom of conscience,
and the right to profess, practise and pro-
pagate religion freoly.

The Supreme Court of India orders the
enforcement of Fandamental Rights, and
the law declared by it is binding on all
courts of the country. So there is no
fear that. Christianity in any foreign
pocket will be at o disadvantage after
merger with India.

The Constitution provides for the pro-
tection of the intevests of linguistie, cul-
tural and religious minorities and their
right to establish and administer their
own educational institutions.

Teaching Reading

(An Interpretation for Parents)

BY GEORGE R. REYNOLDS, Principal of the Cumberland School in Great Neck,
New York,

METHO})S used in the teaching of
reading to-day grow out of thou-
sands of studies made, checked and
rechecked in a dozen different fields,
They grow out of the accumulated ex-
periences and classroom practice of thou-
sands of teachers who have devoted
themselves to finding out the ways in
which children learn.

But learning to read is still a difficult
ar _for two principal reasons: Wirst
reading involves symbols which in them.
selves have no meaning and wmust be
combined in countless variations to make
new symbols which do have meaning,
Second, reading is not demonstrable,

-In speaking, which also deals wit
symbols, the child listens and imit‘:gse};
until he attains adult skill But in read-

ing, the child looks at the printed
and then at his mother’s face as she 1%2%163
and wonders what magic has taken place.

Much of what we do in the teaching
of reading grows out of a few premises
}vhlch were once largely overlooked. One
is that nothing succeeds like success,

The child whose first readin i-
ences are crowned With success %,ti?:fclz)kega
difficult enterprise with a zest which
often carries him through to greater
and greater successes, This is one reason
why a Ohlld' begins to read with what is
callec_l ‘a “sight vocabulary.” A child
who is ready to read can acquire a sight
vocabulary of several hundred words
comparatively quickly and easily. With
these words he can hold a pre-primer in
his own two hands and read., '
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He is beginning to utilise one form of
word attack, that of recognising a word
through its visual configuration— its
shape. This skill alone will not get him
very far, but it gives him a rewarding
degree of success, and it will help him to
use, almost at once, other forms of word
attack.

In the “good old days” he would have
begun by learning the alphabet and the
sounds the letters wero reputed to have,
then by blending the individual letter
sounds into syllables, and finally by
joining the syllables into the words.

The fact that this painstaking proce-
dure required a mental age way beyond
that of most first-graders and often led
to a halting, meaningless kind of read-
ing didn't bother either parents or teach-
ers for much too long a time. Of course,
modern teachers, too, believe a child
should know the letters of the alphabet,
but not as a first step to such an intricate
process,

Another premise of the modern reading
programme is that if learning to read is
to be successful, it must be meaningful.
Complete reliance on a phonetic-analysis
approach to word identification puts all
the emphasis upon the intricate mecha-
nics of words and little or no emphasis
upon reading for meaning, Phonetic
analysis is too complicated for most six-
year-olds to understand.

Teachers make sure that children
understand. By using pictures, by en-

, souraging the child to think ahead to

probable outcomes, and by reviewing
with many different techniques, they
constantly make it clear to the child that
the whole purpose of his reading is to
understand and know something he

- didn’t know before. Children are given
““time to think about, disquss, evaluate,

and organise ideas rather than meraly
manipulate symbols. : ,

- And out of this emphasis on meaning

vomes another means of word dttack,
This is word identification from the cun.

- %ext. With the proper kind of teaching,

children soon discover that they can
recognise some words they have never
seen before, because these words are the
only ones that will make sense in the
gsentence,

Another means of identifying words
introduced early in the reading pro-
gramme is that of structural analysis,
Children soon discover an ancient trick
of language growth—that of compound-
ing words. “Today” may be difficult
when “to” and “day” are not, and this-
discovery of compounds can be exciting.
They also soon discover that many words
are made of root words with what soon
become familiar endings and beginnings.

Of course, even with these techniques
of word identification, we soon run into
difficulties. This brings us to another’
technique of word attack—phonics or the
study of letter sounds. It must not be
assumed that children learn phonics as
the last technique for word recognition
nor that we consider it of less import-
ance. The child actually starts learning
phonics very early in his reading career.

The question is not whether phonics
should be taught, but rather what phos
nics, when, and how.

There are three main differences bete
ween the modern programme and the
programmes that go back to Noch Web-: -
ster’s speller. First, the modern pro. .«
gramme regards phonetic analysis as
only one (exceedingly important) method:
of word recognition ; second, it recogniseg -
that the presentation of the elementsof .
phonetic analysis should be geared tothe, -
child’s ability and need; third, it usesa,. ..
different technique, indicated Pbe‘low, to
teach the elements, ST TR

‘Beoause children use the beginnings
and endings in attacking words muich
more than the middle parts, and because,
children find vowels inore difficult than
consonants, the teaching of “phonetig
analysis to-day beging with the comimofis
est single gonsonans sounds, such ag hard
o, ds f, 8, and h; ‘in the initial podition
Then the child is teught the" comztiotield
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sgegach con._so_ne}nt sounds such as wh and
ch in the initial position and the com-
monest consonant blends such as gr, st
?a?d tlftm tlge flimt;al position. He is alse
ught such final consonants : .
taugh nsonants as b, p, s,

The child learns those conso s
sounds in intelligible, useful wo?gsl}tifgz
b in bird is like the b in ball ang big and
all the other words in his sight vocabu.
lary that begin with b. He also hears i
n’fx many wqrds that are not vet a pﬂrt
of his reading vocabulary. When h(:is
readmg, context meanings and strdctulm‘l
analys;s both will help him with phonicé

e Wlu get practice oxercises at the
proper time which will use the words he

knows and needs t ,
of his developmesn;[;? know at that stago

me time before I g

2%34‘1(103; gllsste}gei t;lhe often deviougew;};;
SV o1S  but he will hegi

them in much the same maggg to learn

To-day’s technij i i
different from theq%?e;;i’)rﬁth apsf, Nqulte
families like an, ash, cet ilkgaodbotu g
sounding isolated lotters qu,iten b ?&%
from any meaningful word. N(cJ)ultno
do we teach yesterday’s memo"'o rg
patterns: “When you see at, say ik
in-cat.” sy at-like-

You may wonder how I could write at
such length without using that indis-
pensable word—*readiness.” The idoa
of readiness grew out of long and care-
11'3;1‘ smdy of how children grow and

Readiness is concerned with two simple

ideas : First, levels of maturity play a

real part in the ability to learn, Second
there' are experiences which, as prei
learnings, save time and effort in the
learning process and make the learning
useful and lasting.

Readiness is no more and no les
whgzt a mother recognises when Sﬁeﬂ;jﬁ;
to it that her one-year-old does not use
matches —as useful as matches will
eventually prove to be, She knows that

N Yo [ "oy
he tl}.b not- ready” to use maiehes properly
without certain pre-learnings )
hai'\ ga‘jdatl tde}z}l of neffectual teaching
s he S obaslts 1 trying Lo mak
e s ) make
Svlvnldx(iq. Iectrn.thmgs for which tixey‘
ere either too immature or inadedquately
prepared. S

Iogeggéng ‘ri'ea‘d.mass, of coupso, hegan
on o ?}fot t w0 first day of school, Reid-
mmd’ VV)h \snn{ply an oxcercise of the
“Wh. on }nrontsw-or teachers—say
child’y don’t you use your head?” the
muchs" answer s, “l want to—vory
wee))i‘ Of course, he may say it by
ing 1ot Nimselt. Bup fo o o draw-
and if he isn% ‘doinu 1c O(fsv T to,
ma(»zfy things pmva;1(%1;??111?01"0 ey be
s social, cmotional, A

well-being may all be gau“is p(})\fy b!iml
well be can use his “hea,d.?’ So Whoevt:
chrg;lts Serllxd us a child who is emotionally

% Who knows that more is not

e v e
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expected of him than he can possibly
achieve, they give us a big headstart on
the problem of teaching reading-

School is usually the child’s first large-
group experience away from parents.
Much of his basic work in reading will
be done in reading groups. When parents
<ond us a child who has had a wide and
successful backgrouud of experiences
with other children and adults, they are,
again, giving us a big headstart toward
teaching that child to read.

There are only two ways for a child
to understand a word. The first way is
experience. The child knows “mu ?
because he has—well, only a parent
knows how a child can experience mud.
The second way is to define it in terms
of other words which stand for things
the child has experienced. Somehow the
unknown word must be related to some-
thing the child has experienced.

There is considerable variance in the
quantity and quality of the experiences
which a child brings to school with him.
All those times when he asked “Why?",
all those times when he arrived in the
house with things that jumped or crawl-
ed or grew, all those times when he
took apart the brand new wind-up train
to see what made it tick. all the times
when he attempted to settle problems
with a punch in the nose or a defiant
“no”—all those were attempts on his part
to get understanding.

..And when parents were patient with

< his “Why's” (sometimes helping him to

find out for himself) and when they were
interested in the things that jumped or
crawled and when they helped to get the

. train back together again and when they

explained better ways of solving pro-
blems than a punch in the nose, they

- were helping him fo get ready to learn
to rea .

. When children first come to sdBool, we
often mast teach them how ¥ be'mem-
bers of a larger group. Many children

have to learn how to talk to a group.
~And many small children cannot listen

that 136 oan play with oreatively, O

unless the speaker is talking directly to
them as individuals,

Learning to think with others is even
more difficult. Five-or-six-year-olds think
beside one another, but not with one
another. In a kindergarten of 25 children
an idea is likely to separate itself and
go dashing off in 25 different directions.

The child must also begin to get ready
{o handle symbols on the printed page.
His ability to distinguish differences
between sounds and between forms is of
great importance. Children must learn
that we write the letters of a word and
the words on the page from left to right.

All of the many things the kinder-
garten teacher does to train and co-ordi-
nate the eye, the ear and the hand area
part of getting ready to read. Singing,
dancing, puzzles, rhythm instruments,
painting, clay—all are fun, and they
have many purposes, but they are also
designed to assist the child in the kind
of reading programme we have been
discussing. :

If I have sucoeeded in indicating the
ways in which children get ready- for
successful reading, then some of the
reasons why children do mnot all begin
to read at the same time or progress at
the same rate should be clear. It should
also be pointed out that mental growth,
like physical growth, has zigs and zags
and levelling-off places. a

I have already indicated many ways
in which parents can prepare their
children for the exciting task of learning
to read. This is & big subject, but, ip
summary, here are some things I should
like to say directly to parents about
helping their children make a good start .
in learning toread : e

Remember that how. your child feelg, .
about himself and others.is of greas
importance, Remember al the imports -

ance of his physical health. Keep in

mind that experiende’'is the stuff that
undérstanding lsmade of.” ' "o
Geet toys he ‘can do samething Wi
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carefully what he can and can’t do, so
that your standards, in all areas, may he
high but not unrealistic.

Read to him, making sure that you
pick things that interest him—Dbecause
you loved a book as a child does not
necessarily mean he willl Give him
time to ask questions. Read the book
over and over, if he wants you to. In
books for small children familiarity truly
builds friendship. Let him see that you
enjoy reading. When all around him
read, he will soon understand that read-
ing is a desirable and important skill.

Don’t fuss about the ABC’s or teaching
him to recognise words. He may ask
you what words say or ask you to write
his name, and that is fine,

Dor_x’t make dire predictions about how
he will have to learn to read when he
gets to school. And when he goes to
school, don't keep asking him why he
hasn’t started to learn to read yet. If

you really want to know the reasons,
ask his teacher.,

Be interested in what he telis you
‘about school and in the things he brings
home. Don’t look at his picture and say,
“But arms don’t grow out of heads,”
For five-year-olds they often do. If you
don’t know what the picture is, “ What’s
that 2 is not a very stimulating com-
ment. Remember, he thinks it’s nice or
he wouldn’t have shown it to you,

When he brings home his first pre-pri-
mer, he'll be thrilled to death. You
should be too. Don’t spoil it all by sit-
ting him down and demanding, “ Read it
to me.” Maybe he'd just like to tell
you what it’s about. If he wants to
read, listen attentively—and respectfully.
If he gets a word wrong, don't pounce on
him. If he asks what a word is, tell him
right away-—without comments.

Don’t ask him to sound the letters or to
spell the word. He is anxious to please
you and to share ideas. He can do
neither if you keep stopping him and ask-
ing him to do things that he isn’t yet
prepared to do.

As he gets more proficient, you can
help hinuto recognise sone words through
context, If ho scoms to be trying to
sound the initial consonant, show him
some other word he knows that starts
with the same consonant, It he is stuck
on a word that hus an endiug which he
ha_s read to you several times, you can
point out the word with the similar
ending.

But remember—these are things to do
after he has gained some proficiency and
not right at the starf,  Last—and pep-
haps most important of all—if, when you
try any of these things, it is unpleasant
for you or for him or for both of you—
stop.

When a child has difficulty, does his
teacher «hicay: know what s wrong ?
Heaven help us— no. But the parents can
bhe sure of this-—~the teacher cither knows
or is trying hard to discover the reasons.

Most teachers are well prepared and
love to work with children. And they
are as eager to have cach child Jearn to
read as his parents are.
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AN intrrcaiing controversy has b%ezn
going on in_the columns of The
Ceylon Teacher as to

Rationing of  whether or 1«.0Tt tl}{le
Passes and University of Sm..,a_p @
Places is deliberately ration-

ing the nnmb_m- of

passes in ils exauninations zu'c_ordn?g to
the accommodation available in higher
classes. The allegation was 'made by the
Ceylon Teacher anid (}(;111(11_ by the
University. bt toe prebiem o Talses 18
of more than local signiiicance. rI“he
sudden expansion in secondz}ry education
following the advent of independence
and the Jowering of standards for passes
in various public examinations has led
to an almost umncontrollable rush for
admission into every class and depart-
ment of our universitics,  The rationing
in India is done at the time of admis-
sions to the various classes, and we have

bitter experience of the way in“which. .
party and communal politics are controfl-

ing admissions. Compared with the de-
moralisation brought about by ‘rank
political interference in educational ad-

~ ministration, it looks as though a raising

of standards which will radically reduce
the number of successful candidates in
all our public examinations, is to be
preferred. But the rationing neither of
passes nor or admissions is a fair solution
‘ta.a problem which requires planned
“educational expansion at all lovels with-
-out the sacrifice of standards. And that
In turn depends on an unpréjudiced
) consideration of the igsues involved with-
sout the disturbing influences of political
.advantage, v
B o
A few weeks ago . the first blennial
“.conference of the Home Science Aisa;lodia.

X tion of India met at Dethi
Rome Se¢ienge under -the ~ presideritahip -

‘;‘,,_ﬂonference of Mrs, B. Tarabai, Raj-
Qgﬁ' _ kumari Amrit Xaur, the
‘Mon Minister of Health, inaugurated it,

Dr. Rajendra Prasad, the President of
India, went to the root of the matter,
when in the message he sent to the
Conference he pointed out that Home
Science was after all nothing but the
science ot family happiness. Another
point to which he drew attention squarely
states the main problem before the
students and teachers of Home Science
in our country : *“The specialized train-
ing therefore to be provided in our educa-
tional institutions must have relation to
the life of the people, their happiness
and environments,”

Tt must not be forgotten that the study
of Home Science came to our country as
a Western fad and attracted the atten-
tion mainly of highly Westernised sec-
tions of our society. The average Indian-
girl belonging to the middle classes is
apt to find the curriculum and teaching
highly artificial and unrelated to her
bome life, And the joke is popular that
the trained home science graduate cannot
understand the simplest problem in runn-
ing the home. .

All these things are doubtless inevit-
able at a time when the study courses
are being adapted to our environment
and ideals. But it should not be forgot-
ten that creative work is desperately
necessary in regard-to this adaptation,
It is only when this adaptation is com-
pleted that the Rajakumari’s dream can.
be realised: “If India can boast of a
great army of builders of clean, hygienic,
happy and self-sufficient homes and.
turn out an army of Home Science teach-
ers, who will disseminate the principles.

.of scientific and effective living through-
- out the nation’s schools, India’s number

one problem of ill-health will have receiv- .
ed mogt salutary treatment.” . « v

Mrs. Tarabai_referred to th,é need. for-
the undertakirg of development projecis -
in Home Science. Shd pleadedfan&m
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which is likely to be con-
cversinl,  That post-graduate  courses
iotid bo orgnnised in the subject in
;x .If\ i‘w«‘t‘, i (ui,umy desirable,  Only
an Home at ity hig‘(lﬁat
cademico level have any chanece of com-
ing into contact with real home life in
Trndia, That Home Science should be
inive .mmd in the curriculum of boys

~chnols e Jikely {0 be viewed with sus-
vieion and disfavour by the ungentle
N, Some of thera may even wonder
V’}‘(i oy this s the thin end of the
wedgo for rejegatime to men the care of
ihe home v the Amazonian Utopia of

3 ™ H
Pl 1 .
Thee itpigte !

1 . i
tnangs, one ol
.

u ;1 T

nom to be w;du‘ty %upponod
gested that o fully  qualified Home
Scienca specialist should be appointed as
Adviser on Home Scionce Fdueation in
evary state.  Recomimendations have
been made regurding {ome  Science
laboratories for sceondary schools and for
granis thereto, A llome Science «,x.ni
culum, it is laid down, should includ.

Foods and Nutrition, Personal va:xono
and Grooming, (hild Care and Family
Living, House Care and Management,

Clothing and Textiles, and Cure of the
Sx(k
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and colleges in the West, as it is the

16 MM Sound P]OJBGtOIb—-f’LIll()Ub
U. S, A, Makes.

RADIANT (USA) * Million Mirror”

finest and cheapest MFDIA tor {(ilass Beaded Screens with Tripod
imrarting general knowledge .in Htand - for clear, crisp pictures,
Art, . Bibliography, = Currencies, | « QINEA (Swiss) 16/8 MM FilmSplicers.
Geography. History and Current Precision made with built in cutter.
world events. List price Rs. 70/- only.

- Why not learn everythlng about | © Also - everything for 16 MM Movie

this “Kina »f Unh ~ies” and impart it Projection: Blue H. L. Glass for
to your wards ? in TWELVE ANNAS moonlight effect, projection — exciter-
per month, you can avail yours self of pilot  Lamps; Photoelectric Cells ;
the finest philatelic library this side Spools & Cans; Machine Oil; Film
of Suer Cement, ete.

.. -Please write for particulars

enclosing reply postage to :

JAL COOPER, FR.GS.
Standard Building.

Detoiled Price List gladly sent on request

CINEFONES
flon Qeera Hoocn ROMBAY-A

Pcicphone: 30219

{"L‘H‘u‘i“;\‘ R":*'f

’k

<~

CAREE RS 8c COU RSES

CALL-INDIA EDUCATIONAL & CULTURAL MONTHLY )

Every month you are served with a compaci review of |

News, Short Biographies of Men in News, Advances in Soien
'!’onics on therature, Economics, Politics, History, Psychblo“
Art, ....'lirence Tests, General Knowledge mcludmg Everyf

55
2

Science, u .. © Yo, Book Reviews etc., etc.
Write for a specimen copy enclosing a Re: |- stamp
Subscription Rates :
"~ - Aonoual Rs. 9/,

Best Medium for publicity all over 1.
Mo Guigle (‘opy Re l[ ‘

v e e

- P °" fﬁrther partwularc worite: 40 o

CAREERS & COURSES,

94 BAIRD ROAD, P.B. No. 319, NEW DELHI-1.

—— i
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