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SHRI. RAFI AHMED KIDWAI

Minister for Food and Agriculture, Government of India

FEBrUARY 1 5
894 " DIED: 24TH OcTosER 1954

INDIAN ToBACCO

IN MEMORIAM

To mourn the sad demise of Shri Rafi Ahmad Kidwai,
the staff of the Committee’s Secretariat met in
the Library Hall on 27th October 1954 at 10-30
a. m. and passed the following resolution, all

standing in silence for two minutes:

, *We, the staff of the Indian Central
Tobacco Committee deeply mourn the
sudden demise of Shri Rafi Ahmad Kidwai,
a great patriot who did his duty self-
lessly before and after independence,
and who, as Communications Minister
and later as Minister for Food and
Agriculture achieved outstanding suc-
cesses in solving the most difficult
problems of the Nation. We offer our
heart-felt condolences to the members

of the bereaved family.’’

In response to the Prime Minister’s appeal the
officers and staff under the Committee have
also contributed to the Rafi Ahmad Kidwai

Memorial Fund.
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. N ﬁ e o
Tenth Annual Meeting and Sixzteenth Ordinary Meeting of the Indian Central Tobacco Committee held at
Bombay on 4th December 1954. Picture shows Shri K. R. Damle 1.C.S. delivering the presidential speech.

P

( Seated from left ) Sri K. R. Damle, 1.C.S.,
President and Sri Dayabhai V. Patel,

the Indian Central Tobaceo Committee qt

the President, Sri M.

A. Parikh, the Vice-
the Mayor of Bombay o ot

» after the 16th Meeting -of -

InpiAN TOBACCO

Sixteenth Meeting of the Indian
Central Tobacco Committee

THE Tenth Annual Meeting and Six-
teenth Ordinary Meeting of the Indian
Central Tobacco Committee was held at
Bombay on 4th December, 1954 under the
chairmanship of Sri K. R. Damle, 1.0.8,
President of the Committee and Additional
Secretary to the Central Ministry of Food
and -Agriculture. Among those present
were Sri E. 8. Krishnamoorthy, Member
of the Central Board of Revenue, Sri K. S.
Krishnaswami of the Ministry of Finance,
Sri K. Rangaswami, Dy. Chief Controller
of Imports & Exports, Madras, Dr.B. V. N.
Naidu, Chairman of the Forward Markets
Commission, the Directors of Agriculture
of Bihar, Hyderabad & Mysore, Sri
Rameshwar Sahu, and N. Prasad Rao,
Members of the Parliament and several
prominent tobacco traders and growers,
including Dr, M. S. Patel, the Secretary of
the Committee. The various sub-commit-
tées met on the previous two days and
made their recommendations on the sub-
jects referred to them.

Following is the text of the President’s
opening speech delivered on the occasion:-

“T welcome you all to this Tenth Annual
and Sisteenth Ordinary meeting of the
Indian Central Tobacco Committee. Before
we commence the business of the day, I
have to make a reference to the sudden
death of our Minister for Food & Agricul-
ture, Sri Rafi Ahmad Kidwai. Though he
never had occasion to meet us at any of
our meetings, he evinced keen interest in
the affairs of our Committee and he assured

OctoBER — DECEMBER 1954

me that sometime in the month ot
January, hewould lay the foundation stone
for the Central Tobacco Research Insti-
tute Laboratory at Rajahmundry. But
that was not to be. As a mark of our res-
pect to that great leader, I request you to
observe a minute’s silence, all standing.

“I welcome our new members Sri N.
Prasad Rao, M.p., who represents consumers
and Sri G. Narahari, representing the Gun-
tur Market Committee. You will find from
one of the papers on the Agenda that
numbers of members are to retire on 31st
March 1955. I tender my grateful thanks
to them for the assistance given to me
during their membership. I am sure quite
a number of them will be re-nominated.

“We are meeting for the first time in
Bombay since the Headquarters was
shifted to Madras. It is in pursuance of
the policy to hold at least one meeting
every year outside the Committee’s head-
quarters.

“There is a slight fall in the area under
tobacco during 1953-34, which is estimated
at 890 thousand acres as against 895 thou-
sand in 1952-53, but, the production has
increased to 573 million ths. in 1953-54
from 540 million 1bs. in 1922-53. Raw
tobacco cleared for home consumption is
also on the increase.

“You are aware, our exports of tobacco
by sea and air had a fall to 72.2 million
Ibs. in 1953-54 from 80.9 million 1bs. in
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Sixteenth Meeting of the Indian Central Tobacco Committee

1962-63. The Committee and the Govern-
ment of India have been very much alive
to this trend in our export situation, and
as immediate remedial measures, excise
duty was reduced for all tobaccos of pre-
1954 crop, and a fiveman delegation was
sent under the leadership of Sri K Raghu-
ramaiah, our member, in June last to
the far eastern countries, which was able
to conclude an agreement on the spot
with the People’s Republic of China, for
an immediate export of 4.5 million Ibs. of
F. C. V. tobacco of 1953 crop. Subse-
quently, there was a delegation from China
which visited India, and as a result of its
visit, a further quantity of 9 million lbs.
of Indian tobacco was agreed to be expor-
ted. This has smoothened our problem and
has reduced our accumulation of 1953 and
1954 crop considerably. Negotiations for
sale of 1952 crop are on way with some
other countries and I hope that the 1952
crop will also be cleared.

“The Export Advisory Sub-Committee
had met thrice since it was constituted at
our last annual meeting and had been
studying the situation and maintaining
close liaison with the export markets
through the trade officials in our embassies
abroad. Its recommendations were prom-
ptly forwarded to the appropriate authori-
ties for necessary action and these are
now placed before you in the form of a
report. The Ministry of Commerce & In.
dustry is now proposing to form a separate
Export Promotion Council for tobacco.

“In our last meeting, the problem of
sudden shrinkage of our export market
came to prominence and an expert sub-
committee was appointed to consider why

173

we wero losing our markets, and why
Rhodesian tobacco was increasingly prefer-
red abroad. The report of that Sub-com-
mittee is also before you.

“The Committee’s Secretariat is having
regular contacts with the Higher Executive
Officer in charge of tobacco export promo-
tion work in the High Commission of
India in the U.K. and the Indian Govern-
ment Trade Commissioners in other
countries, and is doing its best within ﬂ.1e
resources available to create interest 1n
Indian tobacco by supply of samples and
propaganda literature.

«“ As regards our research activity,
¢ chatham’ an improved strain of cigarette
tobacco given out by our Central Institute
in the districts for field trials, promised
wellin the East & West Godavari districts
of Andhra State. In order to explore the
superiority of Chatham over Harrison
Special, the Committee intends to conduct
district trials on Chatham in collaboration
with the Government of Andhra State
in the next tobacco season.

“ A selection No. 27 of Lanka tobacco
used for manufacturing cheroots was
given out for trials in farmers’ fields,
Research in Bidi tobacco is also progres-
sing satisfactorily.

“The construction of laboratory building
at the Central Institute at Rajahmundry
has commenced in the sense that the
farmstead and farm buildings have already
been constructed, and plans and estimates
for the main building have already been
sanctioned. We hope that the Central
Public Works Department will be able to
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start construction of the laboratory buil-
ding early.

“Similarly, the Research Stations at Pusa
and Dinhata will also be provided with
the main buildings and their essential
requirements will come up before you for
consideration. As far as Dinhata building
is concerned, the Government of West
Bengal have generously agreed to contri-
bute a sum of Rs. one lakh.

“One of the important items in the
agenda to-day is the consideration of the
Tobacco Development Plan for inclusion
in the Second Five Year Plan. [t is our
aim to improve and develop the quality
of the indigenous and exportable types of
tobacco which not only earn valuable
foreign exchange for the country but are
required for home consumption and possess
vast potentialities to compete successfully
with tobaccos of other origins in the
world markets. An outline of the Tobacco
Plan drawn up by the Ministry of Food &
Agriculture had been circulated to you.
The Agricultural Research and Develop-
ment Sub-Committee has recommended
the appointment of a Planning Sub-Com-
mittee to go into the details of the Plan.

As far as possible we should try to plan-

within the total figure of Rs. 114. 5 lakhs
indicated by the Ministry of Food and
Agriculture so that there may be a greater
chance of our proposals being accepted.
I hope the Sub-Committee will be able to
send its final report to the Government
of India befor the end of January, 1955.

“ Amongst the notable foreign visitors
to the Committee’s Secretariat, mention
may be made of Mr. Feng Tieh-Cheng, the
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Tobacco Expert-member of the Trade
Delegation of the People’s Republic of
China, M/s-Nadarajah, Chairman, Commi-
ssion on Tobacco Products and Attygalle,
Tobacco Officer, Government of Ceylon,
and U Ba Khin of the Department of
Agriculture, Government of the Union of
Burma. They all have expressed their
appreciation of the valuable work done on
tobacco by the Committee.

“There is another important matter
to which I might make a reference. The
Central Government have now finally
proposed the changes in our constitution
after due consideration of our recomnmen-
dations made at jour last meeting. These
are now placed before you as the first item
in the agenda.

‘““ Before I conclude, I wish to bring to
your notice, the request of the Director,
Institute of Agriculture, Anand, to all the
members to visit the Institute and the
Tobacco Station at Anand, as this is the
proper time to visit. You will find from
one of the subjects here that this is one
of the few:-Stations, which pay themselves,
It is therefore a place well worth visiting,

““ Most of the items in the Agenda have
already been considered in detail by the
various Sub-Committees and our task has
been considerably lightened by their
labours. I offer my thanks to them for
the work they have put in during the last
two days.

“ We may now take up the items on the
Agenda one by one.”

The decisions of the Committee made
at this meeting are given in outline on the

next page :—
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“ Besides approving the annual adminis-
tration and progress reports of the Com-
mittee, its Research Stations and Schemes
and the Budget Estimates for the next
year and disposing of routine administra-
tive matters, the Committee sanctioned
3 extension schemes in Hyderabad State,
a scheme for the improvement of meenam-
palayam tobacco in Madras State and a
scheme for experimental cultivation of
chewing and bidi tobacco in Orissa. "The
State Covernments were requested to
carry out practical demonstrations of
improved methods of cultivation in the
cultivators’ holdings to popularise them.
Work on hookah tobacco also will be
conducted at the Committee’s Wrapper
Tobacco Research Station at Dinhata
(W. Bengal)as that area grows consider-
able quantity of that type.

The Committec had set up a Planning
Sub Committee including representatives

from some of the State Agriculture
Departments to formulate the details of
a Tobacco Development Programme at a
cost not exceeding Rs. 114. 5 lakhs for
inclusion in the Second Five Year Plan.
The Committee had also decided to issue
early next year a comprehensive tobacco
directory containing useful imformation
to the tobacco traders in India and
abroad.

Sri K. Raghuramaiah, Mm.p. was elected
unanimously as its Vice-President -for the
next year. The various Sub-Committees
were also elected to take office from lst
April 1955.

The Committee had at its special meet-
ing held on the same day accepted the
suggestion of the Government of India to
increase the growers’ representatives on it
with certain ether changes in its member»
ship. ‘

TOBACCO DIRECTORY

{(Under Compilation)

to be published shortly by the Indian Central Tobacco Commfttee

An invaluable medium for Indian and Overseas
| traders and manufacturers to advertise their firms and goods.
Advertisement rates on request. Reserve spaces early.

exporters,

WRITE TO:

The Secretary, INDIAN CENTRAL TOBACCO COMM'TTEE
14, VICTORIA CRESCENT ROAD, MADRAS-8 -

%

175

wl '

InDIAN ToBACCO



Tobacco in Andhra State

. By
M. S. PATEL* and D. S. RAMARATNAM **

Tobacco was introduced into India in The introduction of a new American
the beginning .of 17th century. Subse- variety of cigarette tobacco during the
quently its cultivation spread gradually thirties gave impetus to increased culti-
to various parts of the country. vation and laid foundation of export

"ANDHRA STATE |

ACREAGE % PRODUCTION o Lngmngfiam
(1953-54) &
‘. )

o

VISASAKHAPATNAN

T GODAVARIY

GODA VARI

O VIRGINIA TORACCO
] OTHER TOBACCOS

INGS IMNSIDE THE SYMDBOLS INDICATE
PAREA 1IN HUNDREDS OF ACRES.
4 ™Nos OuTSIDE THE SYMBOLS INDICARTE

PRODUCTION 1IN LAKK PODUNDS.
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CUDDAPANH

CHITTOOR
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* Secretary, Indian Central Tohacco Committee. ** Junior Statistical Assistant.
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Tobacco in Andhra State

trade in Indian tobacco. The I.L.T.D.
Company Ltd. was mainly responsible for
the development of cigarette tobacco

cultivation in the districts now forming
the Andhra State.

Tobaceo plays a very prominent role in
the economy of Andhra State. It has
been roughly estimated that the tobacco
production in the State earns about Re. 11
erores per annum by way of exports as
against the average all-India earnings of
Rs. 18 crores per annum in this regard.

Andhra State holds a crucial position as-

the grower of Virginia type of tobacco
which is valued in foreign markets. It
also grows considerable quantity of sun-
cured country (Natu).

Acreage and Production :

Tobacco production in the conr_lposite
Madras State in 1953-54 was estimated

at 280 million pounds from 35 lakh acres
of which the whole of the aresa now com-
prising the present Andhra State produoed
about 218 million lbs. from 3°1 lakh acres.
Virginia cigarette tobacco alone acoounted
for 112 million lbs. from 179 lakh acres.
The State of Andhra alone accounted for
over 779% of the total tobacco produection
in the composite Madras State and 38%
of the total tobacco production in the
Indian Union.

The production of Flue.cured tobaccO
in India is chiefly concentrated in Andhra
State, although small quantities are being
produced in Bombay, Mysore and Hydera-
bad States. A statement showing the
estimated acreage and production of
Virginia tobacco in Andhra State from
1940-41 to 1953-54 is given below ;

TABLE 1

Flue-Cured Tobacco Acreage and production

Year Acreage Production

(in 1000) (in Mill, 1bs)
1940-41 99 694
1941-49 130 822
1942-43 79 562
1943-44 92 65'6
1944-45 160 724
1945-46 121 79°1
1946-47 127 8111
1947-48 137 865
1948-48 134 804
1949-50 133 831
1950-51 1581 94'8
1951-52 138 84'9
1952-63 202 1167
1953-54 175 1098
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From the above table, it will be seen
that the acreage and production of Virgi-
nia tobacco in the areas now forming the
Andhra State have registered a remarka-
ble increase since 1940-41,

A summary table given below indica-

~ tes the comparative figures of acreage,

production and yield per acre in Andhra
State as percentages of the total acreage

- and production in the country.

TABLE 2

Acreage and Production of Tobacco in Andhra
{1950-51 to 1953-54)

Acreage (in 1000).

Production (Million lbs) Yield per acre (1bs)

YEZ_&R Andhra. - 9 to India’s Andhra % to India’s Andhra,
total. total.

1950-51. 334'4 371 246 8 419 737

1951-52. 244°0 342 170'0 372 696

1952-53. 3450 350 220°0 380 653

1953~54. 3050 $5°2 217°9 389 710

Cultivation :

'The main tobacco producing districs
in Andhra are Guntur, East and West
Godavari and Krishna. '

Fig. 2: Well-grown nursery

A statement showing the calendar of
Agricultural Operations for tobacco in the
above districts is given on the next page.

OCTOBER — DECEMBER 1954
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Table 4 shows the acreage and pfo—
duction in various districts of Andhra
State during the years 1952-53 and
1953-54. :

Guntur district alone accounts for more
than 60% of the total production of all
types of tobacco in Andhra State. The
main types of tobacco grown in the State
are Flue-cured Virginia, Country, Lanka
and Burley. Most of the Virginia tobacco
produced in the State is exported to fore-
ign countries and the rest is used locally.

" A small quantity of Virginia sprap-Gulla

is also used in the bidi and chewing indus-
tries. Country tobacco is used for blen-
ding in cheap cigarettes, for chewing and
in the manufacture of cigar and cheroots.

The Indian Central Tobacco Committee
through its research stations, is endeavour-
ign to improve the quality of Virginia to-
bacco which is most important in the in-
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Area and Production of Tobacco by Variety in- Each District of Andhra State

(1952-53 and 195354
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Srikakulam,

Visakhapatnam,

9.0
9.4

34 121 139
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32
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10
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Fig. 4. Chatham and Harrison Special

ternational tobacco trade. The Com-
mittee’s Central Tobacco Research
Institute in Rajahmundry and the
Cigarette Tobacco Research Sub-Sta-
tion, Guntur are the two Centres
situated in Andhra State and they
are engaged in the task of cultural,
quality and yield improvement in all
types of tobacco grown there.

A promising new variety of Virginia
Cigarette tobacco namely *Chatham
has been experimented upon by the
Research Institute and is reported
to be much better in performance,
yield, quality, etc., than the standard
Harrison variety, as the following
table would show :

. Yield P t {f bright des
Variety pel:la.cre Yellow ercerig%e; LI\?G% gra Brown Dark Green
Chatham 1352 lbs. 396 316 26°9 2:0
Harrison*
Special 1026 ,, 206 388 350 53

Marketing Procedures

The present method of marketing of to-
bacco by the producer is briefly given
below :

(a) About three-fourth of the tobacco
growers cure the leaf and sell the entire
harvest that comes out of the barn inclu-
ding perished leaf and dark green grades

and even the string tied to the leaves, in
the village itself. This system is locally
known as ‘“ Dhollimpu .

(b) A slightly modified system known
as “Katcha” is also in vogue. In this
gystem, leaves of the lowest grade are
removed.

The buyers preserve the produce in
their godown, regrade the bulk purchased

* Field trials are under way to find out as to how it will fare under various conditions before it can

be released as a commercial variety.
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according to 5 to 7 grades fixed by the
exporting firms and sell it subsequently.

The cultivators adopt the bulk sale for
the following reasons:

(i) availability of market in the village
itself.

(ii) necessity for liquid cash.
(iit) lack of storage facilities.

(iv) fear of taking risk in grading and sel-
ling to the exporting firms directly,
who usually prefer the top grades,
thereby finding difficulty to dispose of
the low grades.

About one-fourth of the growers do not
have facilities to cure the produce for
want of barns and therefore sell the stan-
ding crop to other cultivators who have
provision for it. Some cultivators, esti-
mated to be about 15 per cent, take the
trouble of grading and offering for sale to
the exporting firms. These producers are
the victims of the accumulation of low
grade tobacco.

The Government of India have already
taken the following measures towards
improvement of the tobacco trade :

(i) Agreements with foreign countries : —
Tobacco is included as one of the
items in various trade agreements
concluded between the Governmet of
India and other foreign countries.

(ii) Appointment of Tobacco Sales Offi-
cers :—

‘183

(iii)

With a view to promote trade rela-
tionship and to study the market
situation and do propaganda work for
Indian tobacco, the Government of
India have appointed a Higher Exe-
cutive Officer, in London for tobacco
export promotion work in the U. K.
Appointment of two more officers,
one for South East Asia and the other
for Western Europe for exploring
and promoting markets for Indian to-
baccos in those regions is under active
consideration of the Government of
India. One officer meant for Antwerp
is already on his way to Europe.

Trade Delegation :(—With view to
promote export trade for Indian to-
baceo in the Far Eastren countries,
the Government of India sent a five-
men Delegation. This Delegation visi-
ted Thailand, Japan, Hongkong,
China, Singapore and the Federation
of Malaya. The Delegation which
left India on the 27th June, 1954 re-
terned on 6th August, 1954. The
Delegation brightened the prospects
of trade in Indian tobacco with fore-
ign countries and also released the
tension caused by the accumulation
of stocks of Virginia tobacco in the
Andhra State. China agreed to take
up 4.5 million lbs. of Virginia tobac-
co, in the first instance. The Chinese
Government have further agreed to
mmport 9 million 1bs. of Indian Vir-
ginia tobacco on barter basis. The
Delegation has thus achieved the
twin objectives of creating a healthy
sales atmosphere in the internal trade
and evoking interest for external
trade in other countries.
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(iv) Reduction of Excise Duty:—The
excise duty on lower grades of F.C. V.
tobacco of the pre-1954 crops used
for the cigarette manufacture was
reduced from Re. 1/- to As. 9/- per 1b.
for all stocks that had accumulated
with the farmers and merchants. On
all other types of tobacco of pre-1954
crops used for all purposes other
than cigarettes, the duty was reduced
by 25%.

(v) Tobacco Grading :—In order to stimu-
late the demand for Indian tobacco
in foreign countries, the Government
of India prohibited the exports by

sea of certain varieties of tobacco
guch as F.C.V., S.C.V., 8.C.C., Moti-
hari, sun-cured Jutty and Jati Bis-
path etc., unless they were graded
and marked in accordance with the To-
bacco Grading & Marking Rules, 1937,
A Tobacco Grading Inspectorate with
headquarters at Guntur was set up
by the Government of India and it
has been functioning since May,
1945.

The following table gives the total
quantity and approximate value of tobac-
co graded and marked fer exports during
1945-46 to 1953-54.

TABLE 5

(rading Statistics

Yesar Estimated Quantity
(Million 1bs.)

Approximate Value
(Rupees Crores)

1945~46 16:9
1946-47 66:1
1947-48 47-9
1948-49 556
1949-50 85-2
1950-51 889
1951-52 116°7
1952-53 97:0
1953-54 737

13
47
4-4
54
87
12.0
143
120
106

Of the total tobacco graded in 1953-54
about 79% was flue-cured Virginia, 14%
S.0.C. (Sun-cured Country-Natu), and over
49, sun-cured Virginia. The other varieties
included Jutty, Motihari, White Burley

and Jati Bispath.
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The average price per pound of different
grades of flue-cured Virginia tobacco re-
ported from Guntur, during 1950 to 1954
(upto March only) is given in the following
table.
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TABLE 6
Prices—Flue-Cured Virginia—Guntur Averege Price Per Lb.
Nature. Grades. 1950. 1951. 1952 1953 1954
. . . Onl .
Rs. A. P. Rs. A. P. Rs. A. P. Rs. A. P. Ri,;,y‘:;itogiarch
Redried Strips. 1 3 36 3 20 3 16 38 38 3 3 3 6
2 3 0 2 143 2 140 3 19 83 00
3 2126 2100 2100 38 09 2 13 0
4 2 90 2 40 2 6 2 11 3 2 6 0
LG. 2 4 8 1 11 8 1 6 —_ —
LBY. 2 45 1 126 113 ¢ 1 2 0 1 80
LBY2. 1 79 1 60 1 4 0 —_ —_—
ILMG. 1 1 0 0 14 3 — — 0 12 0
B. 0 13 6 — — — -
Non-Redried Leaf. B 0 7 8 0 8 0 0 7 3 o 4 3
DB 0 39 0 49 o0 39 o 3 0
DG 0 23 0 29 0 23 o 1 6
PL 0 29 0 36 0 23 o 1 6 0 1 &6
LBY 1 36 1 24 0 14 3 10 0
LBY?2 0 13 9 012 0 0 9 o
ILMG 0 6 6 0 93 o 8 0 0 50 0 3 6
BB2 0 4 0 0 38 3
LG 0 15 6 0 10 O
VBR 0
VDR 0 X 2
1
Redried Leaf, LBY 4 1 80 1 1 0 1 3
0
LBY2 1 0 15 6 0 12 0
z 1 14 3 1 14 3 1 14 0
1123 1 809 1 11 0
2 2 20 2 10
1
2 4 86
P
4 0 4 6
Non-Redried bits, BB9 0 4 9 0 46 0 4 9
];G 0 20
L 0 20
Courtesy :
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The period of transac-
tion of redried leaf (fue-
cured Virginia) grades 1, 2,
3,4, LG, LBY is normally
during March to May while
that of non-redried leaf
grades LBY2, LMG, B,
DB, DG and PL is June to
September. Sun-cured Vir-
ginia (non-redried leaf) is
sold during June to Sep-
tember.

Since 1951-52, owing to
adverse seasonal conditions
and many other reasons,
stocks particularly of low
érades are lying with the

_growers, curerg and traders

in the districts of Guntur,

Eig. §. Weighing of Tobacco
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Fig. 6. A tobacco bale ready for export.

v

East Godavari, West Godavari and

Krishna.
Exports.

Mostly the flue-cured Virginia tobacco
produced in Andhra is exported through
the ports of Madras, Kakinada and Visha-
khapatnam. The composite Madras State
accounts for more than 90Y% of the total
Indian tobacco exports and Andhra State
has a major share in the exports of un-
manufactured tobacco.

A summary table showing the quantity
and value of unmanufactured tobacco ex-
ported during the financial years 1950-51
1953-54 through the Madras Ports (inclu-
ding Visakhapatnam and Kakinada) com--
pared with all-India tobacco exports is
given below :
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TABLE 7

Unmanufactured Tobacco Exports

Through Madras Ports,

Grand Total (All-India)

YEAR Quantity Value Quantity Value
(Mill: Ibs.) (Rs. Crores) (Mill: ibs.) (Rs. Crores)
1950-51 830 12-3 93-0 130
1951~52 931 135 100-3 14-1
19562~53 72-3 119 769 124
1953-54 608 104 69-2 11-0

Fig. 7. Loading of the ship with tobacce bales

From the table 7, it can be seen that
most of the unmanufactured tobaceo ex-
ported from India is through the Madras to
Ports. The chart given below shows the
quantity of unmanufactured tobacco ex-
ported through the ports of Madras,
Kakinada and Visakhapatnam during
1950-51 to 1953-54 to some of the
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foreign countries interested in Indian
tobacco.

A detailed statement showing
country wise exports of unmanufac.
tured tobacco through the ports of
Madras, Kakinada and Visakhapat-
nam during the fiscal year 1953-54 is
given below:

From the above table it may be
seen that United Kingdom, Japan,
Republic of Indonesia, Ceylon, Hong-
kong, Netherlands, Belgium, China,
Irish Republic and Egypt account
for more than 95% of the total to-
bacco exported. The United King-
dom is the largest buyer of Indian
flue-cured tobacco purchasing about
39 million 1bs, The other important con-
tinental countries which buy Indian F.C.
V. tobacco are France, Switzerland, Italy,
Germany, Austria, Belgium, Netherlands,
Portugal and Denmark. Eastern countries
s?ch a8 Japan, China, Hongkong, Indone-
sia, Indo-China and Malaya are also buy-
ing Indian flue cured Virginia tobacco.

InpIAN ToBACCO
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TABLE 8

Exports of Unmanufactured Tobacco Through Visakhapatnam

Kakinada and Madras Ports.

Countries

Quantity
(Mill. Pounds)

Valuo
(Rupees Lakhs)

Aden & Dependencies
Australia
Austria
Belgium
Burma

Ceylon

China
Denmark
Egypt
Federation of Malaya
Finland
France
Hongkong
Indonesia
Irish Republic
Italy

Japan

Kenya Colony
Malta & Gozo
Netherlands
Nigeria
Pakistan
Singapore
Sweden
Switzerland
Tripoli

United Kingdom

0.04
021
0-45
2.62
026
064
156
002
182
0-07
0-0
012
2:80
917
2:32
0-42

10-06
0-47
0-04
265
0-08
057
0-16
096
010
0.13

2995

60-74

0-09
6-31
5-06
19-87
4.68
1452
820
0-49
£8-22
1.27
084
431
3373
15-99
3968
2-59
169-26
1265
0.78
18-40
0-87
428

643-38
104149
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Fiq. 9. Trade Samples.

Investments and Earnings :

There were about 18,820 tobacco barns
for flue-curing in 1951. There are also 14
redrying factories with a total redrying
capacity of 53,150 lbs. per hour. The
most important F.C.V. tobacco centre in
India is Guntur where the Major activities
are concentrated. It has been recognised
as an important international centre for

tobacco trade.

Land revenue is one of the major sources
of income to Andhra State. This forms
roughly 20% of the estimated total reve-
nue. It is estimated that out of the 430
lakh acres in the State, a total of 264
lakh acres are classified as cult)vable land.
Out of this, 196 lakh acres are under cul-
tivation. The total value of the agricul-
tural produce is estimated at Rs. 250/-
crores, of which tobacco crop accounts for
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about Rs. 21 crores. larnings for the
State by way of foreign exchange from
exported tobacco are estimated at Rs. 11
crores per annum on an average.

To sum up, Andhra State plays an im-
portant role in the Indian cconomy in so
far as it helps the country to earn an
appreciable part of the foreign currency,
being a major producer and exporter of
Virginia tobacco. The production of
better quality leaf through improved
methods of cultivation and use of pure
quality seeds will not only enrich the
tobacco growers and traders in Andhra
State but also make Indian tobacco com-
pete effectively and ifavourably with the
tobaccos grown in other countries such as
the United States, Southern Rhodesia and
Canada.

In redent years, some of the Western
and Eastern countries are tending to be
gelf-sufficient in tobacco. Further, Indian
tobacco is facing tough competion in
foreign markets, because U.S. tobacco is
being purchased by many importing coun-
tries consequent on the dollar facilities
available to them and the aid they re-
ceive. To keep pace with the developments
brought about by some of the leading ex-
porting countries such as the USR.A,
Southern Rhodesia, Canada etc., India
may have to be vigilant. Besides im-
provement in quality and yield, the cost
of production requires to be adjusted, to
make the Indian tobacco competitive in
prices in the World Market.
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Tobacco in Farrukhabad

By

G. D. SHARMA, M. A, B.Sc.
Lecturer, N. R. E. C. College, Khurja

FARRUKHABAD, a district of seven
rivers in U, P. lies along the Ganges. To-
wards its North are the districts of
Badaun and Shahjahanpur. The Eastern
side is flanked by the districts of Kanpur
and: Hardoi. In the south the districts of
Kanpur and Etawah are situated and in
the West the districts of Mainpuri and
Etah form the boundry. The districts
comprises of four tehsils—(1) Kaimganj
(Kampil) (2) Farrukhabad (3) Chhibraman
and (4) Kannauj. It is the largest tobacco
producing centre in U. P. a fact which has
by no means to be under-rated.

Farrukhabad is an ancient district with
a glorious past. This district witnessed
many upheavals and the ups and downs of
of Royal Nawab families. Remnants of
old buildings and castles are visible every-
where while many have been levelled to
the ground.

Farrukhabad is the divisional head-
quarters of the Assistant Collector of Cen-
tral Excise. There are 5 circles, namely
Farrukhabad, Kaimganj, Kannauj, Kas-
~anj and Mainpuri in the division, com-
rising of a number of ranges. The last
wo circles thongh included in the division
re in different district.

Soil and Climate :

The soil and climate conditions of the
districts are very suitable for the produc-
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tion of tobacco and potato. The nume-
rous rivers and wells in the district pro-
vide ample facilities for irrigation. Tobac-
co requires saltish water or if the water is
not saltish, the soil of the region must be
‘lona mitts.” The best quality of N. Rus-
tica is grown in localities where well-water
is brackish. Tobacco is cultivated in and
around this ancient district as ample sup-
ply of nitrates is available in the form of
‘lona mitti.

The climate of the district is neither too
cold nor too hot. 'The summer monsoon
between June-October is the chief source
of water supply. The cold climate is quite
suitable for the growing of wheat, potato
and tobacco. In the district, tobacco is
space both a cold and summer weather crop.

Cultivation :

The cultural methods prevalent in Far-
rukhabad district for the production of
tobacco, do not differ from those, practices
at other places.

Growing :

Importance is given to the preparation
of the soil. Well-drained uplands and well
manured fields are ploughed before these
are ready for growing tobacco. Seed-beds
are prepared upon a suitable situation,
well protected from rain water and ex-
treme sun. The seed is sown broadcast
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with hand, mixed with some sand or ashes,
When the seedlings are ready they are
transplanted in the evening time or
suitably in a cloudy weather. As soon as
the plants have grown and beguu to throw
out flower seed-heads, they are topped.

Harvesting and Curing :

In the case of Hookah tobacco, generally
the entire plants of Desi and Calcuttia
types are cut and left at their places. For
uniform drying they are turned occasion-
ally. The plants of calcuttia variety when
dried are piled at a place and after some-
time twisted in ropes (Russa).

In the case of chewing tobacco the
leaves are separated from the cut plants
after they have been harvested and ex-
posed to sun for a day or two for getting
wilted. The leaves are either spread on
the ground or made into heaps for further
drying and fermentation. The leaves are
tied up into bunches of 8 to 10 leaves and
stored for curing. These bunches are called
‘Gadia Tobacco’ and are generally made
from the superior variety of tobacco leaf.
The leaf left as such (i.e. not tied up in
bunches) is called as Ganj.

In the district, only ground and rack-
curing are prevalent.

Types of Tobacco Grown :

The botanical types to which most of
the Farrukhabad tobacco belong are N.
Rustica (also called Calcuttia) and less (or
negligible) to N. Tabacum (Desi). The
multifurious types grown here are known
by local names. These two types are also
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categorised as Mahu and Baisakhu accor-
ding to the season in which they are
grown. They are also known as early or
first crop and late or second crop respec-
tively.

Mahu (Early or First Crop) :

This crop includes both Calcuttia and
Desi Tobacco. The seeds of Mahu are

gsown during August and November and

the transplantation is done by Jaruary
and cured in March-April. In the district,
Kaimganj, Kampil and Farrukhabad are
more famous for the first crop.

Baisakhu (Late or Second Crop) :

This is of Calcuttia type. The seed is
sown :in January-February, transplanta-

tion in March-April and harvesting from
June to July.

Nearly all the tobacco grown here is .

put into two categories viz.,—hookah and
chewing tobacco. Tt ig generally the

method of curing that determines the
category,

The tobacco grown in Farrukhabad
Tehsil is especially famous for hookha to-
bacco, the varieties Mahu, Dacca and

Ganj being chiefly used for smoking pur-
poses.

Like hookah tobacco, the cultivation of
chewing tobacco is also spread all over the
district but Kamypil and Kannauj are fa-
mous for their products far and wide.
Gadia and Kampil are used for chewing

burposes as they have got very Good fla-
vour, aroma and pungency.

InpIAN ToBACCO

- Acreage and Production :
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The following figures give the a

. Sharma

creage and production in the crop season 1951-52:

1 Acres. Yield in 000 lbs.
Circle. Acres. B d in °000 Ybs.
- . o 13959

Farrukhabad 5293 o

Kannauj 5034

Kaimganj 4104 15014

(Source: Office of the Assistant Collector of Central Excise, Farrukhabad)
Marketi visit the village through local commission
arketing :

Though Farrukhabad district is an 1m
portant tobacco growing centre, there i8
no regulated market for tobacco. No
specific grade standards have als? been
Iaid down for the different varieties. A
major portion of the tobacco grown in the
district is exported outside. Bulk of th.e
tobacco crop is sold by growers at th'elr
own farm by private negotiations with
buyers. The erop is assembled by whole-

sale merchants and manufacturers who

agent or broker.

The commission agents or arhatiyas
who are warehouseman and stockists are
of two kinds—Kachha and Pucca arhati-
yas. These Kachha arhatiyas purchase
their tobacco through broker and keep in
store until sold and deal only locally. It is
only the pucca arhatiyas who enter into
transaction with outside merchants.

The following chart shows the agenc.ies
engaged in the assembling and distribution
of tobacco.

GROWER

(COMMISSION AGENT & BROKER)
(L, LICENCE HOLDER)

COMMISSION AGENT

(WARE HOUSEMAN AND STOCKISTS)

(L, LICENCE HOLDER)

|

Wholesale Merchant from outside

Manufacturer

OctopeR — DEcEMBER 1954

Manufacturer

Retailer of raw tobacco
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In the district the principal assembling
and distributing centres are Farrukhabad,
Kannauj. Kaimganj and Chhibramau. Mar-
ket charges vary from place to place and
are very large and complicated. They in-
clude charges as allowance in weight,
weighing ch‘arges, unloading charges, com-

Tobacco in Farrukhabad

mission of kachka arhatiya, Muddat com-
mission given by kachha arhatiya to pucca
arhatiya, brokerage, subscription to the
association and dharmada.

The following table gives the different
types of licensees in three circles of Far-
rukhabad Distt. in the year 1959.

LICENSEES. FARRUKHABAD. KANNAUJ. KAIMGANJ
Curers 5
Wholesale dealers 7’;?;7") 2,218 e
Commission agent or broker 264 izz 06
Factories 1 0
Curers’ Bonded store room 25 566 ;
Ware Houses 105 146 933}

(Source: Office of the Assistant Collecter of Central Excise Farrukhabad)

Tobacco Products:

The main manufactured products of
tobacco in this district are hookah tobacco
bidis and chewing tobacco.

Hookah Tobocco :

Manufacture of hookah tobacco is scat-
tered all over the district. It is essentially
a local industry which does not require
much capital outlay. Hookah tobacco ig
generally divided into two types, the

Kaduva, strong and pungent and Mithqg
i. e. sweet and mild. The former type is
more common in the district than the
latter one. The latter is imported from
Lucknow, Gorakhpur and Rampur, but
only to a small extent. The raw materials
required for the industry are available
locally. The Calcuttia variety of Farrukha-
bad and Kampil is famous for its flavour
and strength. Mixing of scents and
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powdered species with Kaduva tobacco is
not common here. Nearly all the tobacco
manufactured here is consumed locally
and the exports are negligible.

Bidis :

Blfii making is concentrated in Gur-
sahaiganj and in the surrounding villages
where it is aflourishing industry and gives
employment to a very large number of
people. The raw materials required for bidi
manufacture are all imported from outside.
The filler tobacco comes from Gujarat
and t‘he wrapper leaf (tendu leaf) from
Jhansi, Lalitpur (U. P.) and Katni (M. P.)

hBldl workers are generally local men or
those from near by villages. The labour
enga.ged in the industry is categorised as
Karigar, Bhattiwala, Packer and Labeller.

Local labour is ¢h i
not scarce, ep and the supply I8

INDIAN ToBACCO
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Bidis made at Gurshaiganj are mostly
consumed loeally. They do not compete
with the products of Jubbulpore and
Gondia (M. P.)

Chewing Tobacco :

Chewing tobacco may be classified in
order of importance as follows:-Surti,
Zarda, Kimam, Dokta or Gundi, Sukha
Dandar, Pills and Mainpuri. Generally
most of them are taken with betels. Their
popularity is due to the fact that they
contain a delicate aroma. About 75% of
the total chewing tobacco manufactared
in India comes from U. P. The important
centres being Banaras, Lucknow and
Kannauj (Distt. Farrukhabad). Chewing
tobacco manufacture requires much capi-
tal and experience. At Kannauj it is
merely a cottage industry giving employ-
ment to about 200 persons. Motihari (the
strong) Mingli (medium) and pullopate
(mild) are used for the various prepa-
rations of chewing tobacco. The leaf is
generally imported from Madras, Bengal,
Gujrat and Tejpura. Beside the imported

tobacco leaf, some locally grown Kampila
and Gadia are also used.

Kannauj the biggest manufacturing
centre of perfumes has got the advantage
and facilities for being a good centre for
chewing tobacco in which perfumes count
the most. The local consumption of
chewing tobacco is not at all promising.
Here the people are more accustomed to
Mainpuri tobacco, mostly prepared in
Farrukhabad, by mixing finely cut betel-
nuts with manufactured tobacco.

Kannauj is a good exporter of manu-
factured as well as unmanufactured toba-
cco to various states. The chewing tobacco
manufactured here is exported outside,
mostly to Madhya Pradesh in tin cans
covered with gunny bags.

Trade and Commerce :

The district is a good exporter of both
unmanufactured and manufactured
tobacco. The hookah tobacco produced
at Farrukhabad and the one produced at
Kampil called Kampila fetch very high

prices.

QUARTERLY STATEMENT OF WHOLESALE AND RETAIL PRICES
(QUARTER ENDING 30—9—53)

Name of Market &

Wholosalo dealers, Retailors,

Grado or brand. prico per md. in Rs. price. in Ras,

Description & Variety. Purchasing Centres

Hookah (Gadia). Kainlganj 1 QUALITY 70/,_ 60/_ 80//__ 70/_
1T QUALITY 65/~ 55/~ 75/~ 65/-
IIT QUALITY 55/~ B0/~ 60~ 55/
N. F. C. Hookah Farrukhabad |
Rassa 42/~ %

*  Price is inclusive of duties. v
(Source: Office of the Assistant Collecter of Central Excise, Farrukhabad)
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.The tobacfco from this district is exported nearly to every part of India. The
following table gives the quantity exported in different years,

EXPORTS OF TOBACCQO FROM FARRUKHABAD
DIVISION TO DIFFERENT COLLECTORATES IN INDIA

Collect chic
orate to which Quantity exported.

oxported. 1950-51. 1951-32. 1952-53.
Delhi 922,241 31,86.600 55,56,469
Bombay 51,207 91,072 1.94,044
Calcutta 65,360 92.03,461 420513
Rajasthan — 197,418 1,688,442
Saurashtra - 38715 9.43,205
Baroda 26.026 — 3,028
Madras — 19,516 —
Shillong — - 11,231
Patna — — 13,273
Ajmer — 35,9252 —
Total 10,62 843 37,83,034 69,60.080

{Source -—Office of the Assistant Collector, Central Excise, Farrukhabad))

' It is _only the bidi tobacco that is imported in Farrukhabad. The figures of
Imports of bidi tobacco for the last three years are given below ;:—

YEAR. QUANTITY IMPORTED IN LRS.
1950-51 1,44,976
1931-52 17,681,943
1952-53 1,398,610

(Source . —Office of the Asst. Collector, (.E, Farrukhabad)

Present Problems of the Trade : (a) Dryage or Loss During Sforage:
The tobacco trade at Farrukhabad is
of considerable importance. 1t requires
attention of all concerned. Nome of the
difficulties are enumerated below :

Huge quantity of tobacco produced
here is rolled up in ropes (called Russa)
when the commodity ig green and freshly
cut from fields. It is sun and air-cured
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and is brought to the market in a semi
tured state containing lot of moisture.
When this tobacco is warchoused as such,
it loses weight. Reasonable concession
or relief for loss to the warehouse owners
will appear to be necessary.

(b) Loss in Transit:

During transit losses occur due to dry-
age loading, unloading and transhipping
etc.  The loss in transit is greater than
ususlly permissible under Central Excise
lules e u. the rassi variety loses 3 to 4
percent within a period of a weck while
the rules permit 1 6 per cent per day.

" The commodity is weighed in the pre-
gence of an officer of the Department at
the time of export and reweighment is
done at distination. In these circum-
stances if no pilferage or tampering is
suspected in transit, full loss should he
allowed as they are natural losses.

(¢) Storage gain in stalk tobacco :

Stalks scparated from the leaves are
crushed for storing only after the pay-
Ment of duty due on it. While in storage
It is generally scen that the stalk gains
In weight during rainy scason as it absorbs
Moisture (generally 125 mds. hecoming
130 mds. during rainy season).

Reasonable consideration should be
baid in sych cases.
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(d) Loss During Stock Taking :

Stock-taking is generally done in the
month of October when the stocks in the
warehouses are gencrally the maximum
and thus there is great difficulty in weigh-
ment as well as in determining actual or
approximate losses also.  The full weigh-
ment  of loose russa tobacco results in
heavy Joss to the owners as it deterio-
rates in quality and fetches less price,

Associations :

To help the tohaceo growers and dealers
there are three associations in the dis-
trict, namely, Tobacco Growers’ Associ-
ation at Kannauj, Tobaceo Derlers’ Associ-
ation at Farrukhabad, Tobacco Merchants’
Association at Kaimganj.

From the fore going it i8 clear that
Farrukhabad may yet remain an impor-
tant centre of tobaceo if some timely help
is extended to it. In order to bring a good
return to the producer and to give impe-
tus to its cultivation, the cultural and
marketing methods require improvement,

Reasonable concession and relief to the
traders has to he granted us regards the
various Josses and gainsg in stornge, tran-
sit. and  stock-taking. Tmprovement in
packing and quality, more publicity and
propagands for the various products of
the two cottage industries will also be

necessary.
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Cable: JONAS, LONDON.

Telegrams: JONAS, STOCK, LONDON. Code: BENTLEY'S PHRASE

JONAS, ELLIOTT & CO. LTD.

(SUCCESSORS TO E. JONAS & BROS.)
EST. 1792

LEAF TOBACCO MERCHANTS.

Import —Export

Empire and Foreign Tobaccos.

hodesian Branch:

JONAS, ELLIOTT (Rhodesia) LTD.,

P O. Box No. 1987,

Salisbury, S. Rhodesia.

Cables: JONAS, SALISBURY, RHODESIA

23, LIME STREET,
LONDON, E. C. 3.

Telephone: MANSION HOUSE 0121,

Telephone: No. 2152, Telegrams: “ MYSTOBACCO .

THE MYSORE TOBACCO CcO., LTD.,
KEMPEGOWDA ROAD, BANGALORE-2.

FIELD STATION at
GORIBIDNUR,
Kolar District.

GRADING STATION at
WHITEFIELD,
Bangalore District.

DEALERS, CURERS AND PACKERS OF
FINEST QUALITY VIRGINIA LEAF TOBACCO

The Company provides facilities for Tobacco cultivation
curing and sale and has installed a most up-to-date
plant for—Redrying and Packing of leaf at Whitefield.

For further particulars address the Secretary
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Jaffna Method of Guring Tobaccn

( as practiced in Coimbatore )

By

C. RAMAN MOOSAD, B.Sc. (Ag)
Assistant Marketing Officer, Coimbatore

IT is estimated that at least 50% of
the tobacco grown in about 30,000 acres
annually in Coimbatore District gets ex-
ported to Kerala or the West Coast region
comprising of the district of Malabar and
the State of Travancore-Cochin. Inspite
of this large import from Coimbatore,
Travancore-Cochin also impors fairly large
quantities of Jaffna Tobacco from Ceylon,
often at much higher costs than what is
paid to the best quality of Meenam-
palayam tobacco of Coimbatore. Jaffna
tobacco commands a definite preference
in Travancore-Cochin despite its higher
cost on account of its superiority 1in
flavour and probably higher nicotine
content. The test for the best tobacco
accrding to chewing experts is that when
a bit of tobacco is placed in the mouth
for two minutes the Chewer must ge’? a
reeling sensation as a result of its action
on the nervous system. Taking note of
this higher preferance to the Jaffna
tobacco in the Southern Markets, an
attempt is now being made, on & fairly

large scale, by several tobacco curers in

Coimbatore Digtrict to produce the Jaffna
quality of tobacco in Coimbatore, with
the help of a few curers who had ﬁrs’t-
hand knOWIedge of tobacco curing In
Jaffna. It ig estimated that at least some
500 candies (of 500 Ib. each) of tobacco
?f this special quality will be produced
I Palladam area of Coimbatore District
bhis season. The curers generally purchase
Standing tobacco crops, from which the
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best leaves are selected for Jaffna curing
and the rest of the crop is cured in the
ordinary way. The following is a brief
account of this process of curing.

1. Selection of leaves—The biggest and
the best 6-8 leaves from each plant are
selected for Jaffna. These leaves are
then allowed to wither a bit either by
loosely stacking in round heaps or by
placing over the smoking huts five or six
layers thick for one night. They are then
tied together in lots of threes, using
strips of tender palmyrah leaves for tying
and these lots hung vertically with their
stalks down from a number of thin solid
bamboos arranged across the wall of the
smoking huts so as to form a sort of
ceiling for the huts.

Smoking huts—These are of the shape
of horseshoe about 12 feet in diameter
with walls about 5 feet in height and
with & narrow opening in front about
1} feet wide for the labourers to get
in for tying the leaves on the lfmmboos
and putting in the fuel for smoking. Dry
coconut husk is then arranged on the
fioor of the hut one layer thick and set
fire to at night. The entrance is then
closed with bamboo mat pieces and a
thick layer of fresh leaves is arranged on
the top of the bamboos. '.I‘his helps the
gmoke to be retained withfn th.e hut and
also to give a preliminary withering to the

Ay ned.
leave?‘p}x:oﬂ ﬁ@f&!ready mentioned.
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Jaffna Method of Curing Tobacco

A rough sketch of the smoking hut described above is given below.

SMOKING SHED R HUT

FRESH LEAVES SPREAD
FOR WITHERING

.
)

7]

N
g,

In addition to closing the individual
huts as already described the whole en-
closure or the curing yard containing six
to eight huts usually, is also completely
covered up on all sides including the top
with bamboo mats supported by sunitable
framework of bamboos. This will help the
smoke generated to be retained within the
curing yard for effective curing as well as
for preventing the formation of flames in
the course of smoking with its attendent
danger. All the labourers employed in-
side the yard are women and males are
usually not admitted inside. The leaves
smoked over night are removed next mor-
ning, and stacked in round heaps for two
days at the end of which they are again
smoked for one night. This process of
smoking over night followed by stack-
ing for two days is repeated 2 to 5 times
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- velled and the leaves are fairly dry and

attain a uniform dark colour.

After the full course of smoking is over
the leaves are stacked in heaps and res-
tacked at intervals of 4—6 days. This
process of stacking and restacking goes
on for 2—3 months till the leaves attain
the desired texture and aroma. The final
process of curing is then done by dipping

the leaves in seawater and stacking again. -

The process of stacking for 6—§ days
and restacking is repeated for 4 to 6
weeks when the leaves are tied into bun-
dles of suitable size at the stalk ends in
the usual way. The stuff is now ready
for marketing. In the absence of ready
sale the leaves will have to be kept in
bundles covered by mats as usual and
rebundled every now and then till it is

sold. ‘\The total duration of the curing
)
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May take 5 to 6 months and the cost
Works out to about 12 annas per pound
of cured tobacco. The outturn of cured
leaves to the fresh leaves by weight
works out roughly to 25%. The curers
expect to sell this quality of tobacco at
Rs. 2/- to Rs. 2/8/- per pound in Travan-
core-Cochin markets as against Rs. 1-4-0
to Rs. 1-8-0 for best quality of Meenam-
palayam Sun cured tobacco.

The seawater and the coconut husk
required for the curing are transported
all the way from West Coast in lorries or
by rail over a distance of about 300 miles.

No jaggery water is used for this
method of curing of tobacco and the
desired stickiness of the leaves is obtained
by the treatment with sea water only.

As already stated it is expected that
at least 500 candies tobacco of this qua-

lity will be produced this year in Coim-
batore district. If the quality proves
acceptable to the consumers in Travan-
core-Cochin State and the business takes
root, there is every possibility of this
process being adopted on a much wider
scale in this district and thereby bringing
more money for the benefit of the growers
and the curers alike. Palladam, Puliam-
patti, Palayakottai and Chandrapuram
near Sultanpet are the main centres
where this mode of curing has been star-
ted on a fairly large scale.
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Growing Tobaceo in Northern Gircars

Notes o

n seasonal operations (for flue-cured and Lanka tobaccos}
for the months December to April

{ Central Tobacco Research Institute, Rajahmundry )

December :

As this is the period when there is rapid
growth in fAue-cured tobacco crop, inter-
culture by planet junior hoe or gorru and
subsequently by a country plough should
be completed in both directions. This
should be done early before the soil har-
dens up. Care should be taken that the
leaves are not spoiled by the bullocks.
Weeds may have to be removed once or
twice during this month. Orobanche the
root parasite of tobacco, otherwise known
as Tokra, Bodu or Malle. starts making
its appearance during this month. The
plants affected by this parasite are stun-
ted in growth and have a wilted appea-
rance. (Fig. 1.) Theleaf from such plants is

als . .
at Otll:.oor n curing qualities. It was found
casil 18 Institute, that the parasite can

y be controlled by ]‘egulary ren\OVing
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the parasite before it sets seed. Tn about
three years even badly infected fields can
be completely got rid of Orobanche by
regular removal in time. The pulled out
shoots should be burnt or buried deep and
should on no account be left in the field.

The useless sand leaves should be re-
moved as early as possible as these are
the major source of infection for fungus
diseases like powdery mildew (*Challa”
in telugn). During this month, as the soil
moisture will be low unless therc is a

rain, it may be necessary to give a
light irrigation to accelerate the growth
and also to boost up the yield. Excessive
irrigation results in a great loss as the
flue cured tobacco is very sensitive and
does not stand water logging even for a
short period. Soon after the soil comes
into condition after irrigation, hand hoc-
ing should be done as otherwise the soil
cracks deeply and exposes the root system.
Plants affected by mosaie or leaf curl
should be promptly removed otherwise
the disease may spread to other healthy
plants. A healthy plant should not be
touched after an infected plant is touched
as the virns can thereby spread from the
descased to the healthy plant.

Lanka tobacco has to be pot watered
during the early part of this month and
one or two hoeings are to be given by the
end of the month. Removal of sand lea-
ves and Orobanche are to be done as men-

tioned above.
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January :

In such fields, which are light green in
colour at the time of first priming, the
plz.mt- may be topped 2-3 days before the
priming.  Topping is done by snapping
off the flower head by hand. The size and
body.of the leaves improve considerably by
t0pp1n'g and the yield increases by 16 to
159, without detriment to quality. (Fig. 2.)

BT S AP SR

Fig. 2.

Plants which are too green should not,
however, be topped as leaves from such
plants will not cure properly. When the
suckers appear as the result of topping
they should be regularly removed or their
growth checked by applying a drop of
coconut oil by means of a small brush at
the top most five or six leaf axils imme-
diately after topping. (Fig. 3.)

Only ripened leaves of uniform matu-
rity should be harvested. It is generally
uneconomical to cure leaf which is less
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Fig. 3.
than 12" in length. The leaves should
neither be overripe nor too green at the
time of harvest as in either case the cured
leaf will be of very bad quality. The har-
Yest done on contract basis results in
mdi.scriminnte harvest of undesirable and
unripe or overripe leaves and therefore
should be avoided. The damage to the leav-
es due to improper and excessive handling
is another cause of loss in quality. The leaf
has to be properly handled at the time of
harvest, during transport to the stringing’
pandal and also during stringing. Tt is
flesirable to grade the leaf befo:e s?orinrging,
Into overripe, ripe and unripe leaves, so
that at the time of loading the un;'ipe
leaves are kept at the top and ripe leaves
at the lower tiers Leaves of different

Yarieties should not be loaded for curing
in the same barn.

I_t should be remembered, that while
stringing, ecach stick should not have more
more than 90-100 well developed leaves
which will weigh about 5 1bs. In each
bunch there should be about three leaves
p}aced back to back, as otherwise, spon-
ging occurs due to little aeration between

INDIAN ToBACCO
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the leaves when they are folded one over
the other. A single barn should not be
loaded with more than 650-700 sticks.

By the end of this month the early
planted Lanka tobacco is ready for top-

_ ping. According to development of the

plant, 10 to 14 leaves can be left on the
plant at the time of topping. Suckering
should be attended to whenever necessary.

February, March and Aprii:

The care in the harvest of flue-cured
tobacco should be the same as in January.
Orobanche should be continued to be
weeded out. Removal of mosaic affected
and other diseased plants should also be
continued. The virus affected plants
should be burnt or buried. The leaf from
seriously affected plants is lifeless and be-
comes powdery when handled after curing.

The bulk of lanka tobacco is ready for
topping during the early part of February.

Plants affected with aphids can be sprayed
with tobacco decoction for their control.
The decoction is prepared by soaking 5
Ibs. of waste tobacco in 10 gallons of
water for 24 hours. The liquid is then
strained through a thin cloth and made
upto 10 gallons. Addition of 4 oz. of soft
soap dissolved in water increases the effi-
eiency of the decoction. The decoction
should be used soon after preparation as on’
standing it may get spoiled. Any sprayer
with a fine mist spray may be used for
spraying the decoction on the leaves.
Particular care should be taken to spray
the underside of leaves where the aphids
are usually found in larger numbers.

The Lanka crop is ready for harvest by
the end of March. The harvest should be
done before the leaf is overripe.

The details regarding curing, grading
and marketing of flue-cured and Lanka
tobaccos will be given in another leaflet.

Atomic Fertilizer

United States Government Scientists ex-
pect to produce their first tin of ¢ atomic
fortilizer " this year at a cost of £ 25,000.

The work is being done at a Department of
Agriculture research station in the State of
Maryland, reports the U.S. industrial corres-
pondent of The Financial Times.
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« Atomic fertilizer ”’ is produced by adding
radio active phosphorus to regular phospho-
rus, an important basic food element. It is
being used on test plots.

Plants taken from plots at various stages of
growth can be checked with Geiger counters
to measure the effect of the fertilizer.

-—Rhkodesian Tobacco Journal Aug. 54.
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