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LEND A HAND

It is not our practice ta write
about ourselves. If we hreak the
traditipn now it is not from lack
of modesty, bat because all is not
well with us.

Subseribers would have noticed
the interruptions in the publica-
tion of the Indian Bridge 1Vorld.
Regrettable as they were, they
could not be avoided. It is our
hope that, with ureater co-oper-
ation from readers than bas heen
forthcoming hitherto, such inter-
ruptions shall not recur.

1t is a truism that the success
of the magazine depends entirely
on the members of the S.LB.A,
The Indian Bridee World is not
a commercigt undertaking. It
is not Tun for profit. It derives
no revenues from advertisements,
lis airculation is limjted. ‘The
services of 18 editerial committee
are purely honorary. [t subsists
entirely on the enthusiasm, good-
will and co-operation of the smalft
coterie  of bridge-lovers who
constitute the S.1.B.A.

We regret w observe that
the interest evinced by members
in the Journal has been per.
fanctory. We are aware thar

———

the votaries of bridge are noy al)
of the same category, and not
all are interested in bridge writing,
There are players whose approach
18 casual, who look upan bridge
as any other card-game, gy
rummy ar brag—a sacrilegious
view. There are others 16 wham
the be-all and end-all of idge
is the winning of cups and the
means wherebv they win ar lose
the cups are secondary, There
are the real lovers of the game ta
whom a Vienna Coup, defdy exe-
cuted, whether by themselves or
by athers, is an ardstic experience.

It s w this last class of
Players that we address ourselves,
H vou, reader, helomg to this
chasen few, remember we area
minortty and it will congribute
to onr preater enjoyment of the
game i we get together and share
our knowledue and experiences
of the game. Onr yame does not
appeal to all and sundry, 11 ds
the least popular game in clubs,
aud the average clubman looks
upon the bridge-fiend as a sors
ol harmless tunatic. Newspapers
which record in detait the feats
of dumb animals on Saturday

akernoons or the results of egg -

MARGCH—JUNE 1053

and spoon races in elementary
schools scarcely give a thought

* - this king of indoor games.

It is up to us bridge plavers to
see that the game flourishes in
our mitdst apd does not languish
for want of interest,

¥ vou wish tp serve the,

game you cannot da better than
serve the magazine. Remember
it s your magazine. Its success
is your success and its failure
is no less yours. It is a pioneer
venture in this couniry, if not in
the East, and it should be a point
of honpur with every lover of
bridge in Madras to see that iy
grows in statwre and takes its
place hy the side of the FAuro-
pean  Bridge  Review, the Con-
iratt  Bridge  Fourng!, and che
American Bridge Waorld.

We present below for your
consideration a few suggestions
for the improvement of the game
in general and the magazine iy
particular.

1. It is of fundamental import-
ance that we should widen our
circle. There ave far too few
people in our midst playing class
bridge. Contrast the positon in
our country with the enthusiasm
for the ‘game in a State like
Sweden where the last National
Pairs tournameut attracted 6,704
plavers ! We request vou 1w
enrol as manv players as you can
as memb¥rs of the $.LB.A.  This
would let in fresh air into the
local bridge world, which wil}
certainly profit by new talent.

- 5

2. You as a bridge player
must have your private collection
of interesting hands, Give them

due publicity'through the columns
of the Indian Bridge World,

3. If you are connected with
any tournament, make a note of
deals which have presented un-
usual features from the point
of view of bidding, dummy play
or defence. On an average a
dozen tournaments are held
vear under the auspices of the
S1B.A and each tournament
comsists of several events.  1f only
cach event is covered by a player
we shall have enough material
for publishing the magazine
as a3 monthly instead of as a
quarterly.

4. We are fortunate in having
at the head of our Pro 2t Contre
section, a veteran whose devotion
10 the game is unrivalled and
whose services to  The Indian
Bridge World have been inestima-
ble. We invite vou 1o refer your
problems e him. His analysis
would he found to be wpsefid,
because painstaking.

5. We invite vou to test vour
skill-~and ours !—through our
Problems Section which we have
improved—we hope I—by  pub-
lishing the answers in the same
issue as the questions, .

There must be other ways and
means which will occur to you
if only vou make up vour mind
to serve the magazine. Ounr
appeal 1o vou 15, in a nutshell ;
Lend a hand.



FOUR-THREE TRUMP SUITS
' By M. J. SuLLivan, BRISEANE, AUSTRALIA, .

-

Recriminations between part-
ners can be highly entertaining.
The bitter verbal encounter is
already half won by the conten-
der who manages to get in first—
and effectively !

“ 500 down . . and all
your ruddy fault! You knew
I had only four hearts. . . . .
yet you go and raise me with three
lousy trumps. No wonder we
get bottoms 1117

Spat out at once with dog-
matism and scorn, an attack like
the foregoing may save your
disintegrating reputation by biind-
mg partner to the fact that what
teally caused the disaster was
. Your own poor technique in play,
and not theso-called ‘lousy raise’.

I know, because, long ago,
I frequently found myself on the
receiving end of such an out
burst.  Nowadays, however,
thanks to better analytical know-
ledge, I am experienced enough
to ignore the ranting unti} I have
ascertaingd whether or not the
hand has been correctly played.
And I have been agreeably sur-
E;I:cd at the number of times it

been possible to deflate the
fuming balloon across the table
with a quiet, indisputable outline
of correct play that could have
brought home the bacon.

It is a curious psychological
phenomenon that ‘the - self-same

players who tackle tasks like
trump coups or squcezes with
admirable aplomb become de-
moralissd when compelled to

‘manipulate a four-three trump

outfit at some high contract. In
direct contrast, such tepuous
trump holdings are handled with
confidence and skill at part score
levels.  Why this  remarkable
difference ? * After all, if maxi-
mum points are to be garered,
innumerable games and slams
simply must be played with
four-three trump holdings.

There is, of course, special -

technique for bandling such frail
trump  combinations.  Proper
procedure may be summarised
as (a) counting; (4) timing ;
(¢) caution; and (d) avoidance

of greed. A hand or two to
illustrate :—
$K]J6
¥o74
®AQ64
S K73
$82 #3754
YKQJ83 ® 0652
¢J8s $Kioy
&Qioy S8
$AQiog
VA
®952
$Ag6r2

Dealer : ‘South. Vul: All

»
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Dealt in a pre-war Brisbane
duplicate, this board produced
varied results.  Sole North-South
plus score was 130 to a pair that
finished in thyee clubs and won
ten tricks.

Sitting North, I had put part-
ner into four spades.  Alter going
two down, he delivered a homily
on three-trump raises. At the
time, 1 hung my head in shame
and apologised. Today, I would
“plow the socks” off him for
missing a cold top.

And T would be guite justified,
for all he had to do was count
to ten, viz., four trumps, four
clubs and two red aces. Afier

. that little abuscal preliminary,

he could have won the heart K
opening and played three rounds
of clubs to await the defence.

If hearts had been continued,
diamonds could have been dis-
carded until dummy was voided
of hearts and able to rufi: if a
switch has beep made to diamond

~the ace could have been grabbed

to draw trumps and cash the
long clubs : if a fourth round of
hearts had been produced,
dummy could have ruffed high
to prevent South’s trump length
being shortened.

To surmmarise, correct pro-
cedure lay in establishing the side
suit while retaining trumps in
dummy for the dual purpose of
stopping the fourth round of
hearts and furnishing vital
re-entry to South.

$KB86,4 893

4383 ®J962
&Joby & 10

Dealer : East. Vul : - N.§

On this deal from a more
recent Brisbane duplicate, a few
pairs did get into four spades
but only once was the contract
made. Yet, when West makes
the normal heart opening and
continuation, ten tricks can be
won against’ all but the most
monstrous adverse distributions.

South must plan carefully.
After counting six side-suit top
cards, he realises that should
neither minor suit break favour-
ably, four tricks in trumps
will be indispensable ; conversely,
he perceives that the loss of one
heart and two trumps can he
afforded. Sesame {0 success lies
in timing the loss of those two
trump tricks,

South should ruff’ the second
heart and, as the first of the only
two trump leads he intends to
make, should lay down spade
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Q or spade 1o forthwith. If
West stays off, South will follow
with spade A, enter dummy,
uia, clubs K to lead and ruff the
last heart, and then play clubs
and diamonds ; if West takes
the King of trumps, South wins
any return for the same suhses
quent procedure. West will be
able to win a heart and two trump
tricks but nothing more.

_ This time, correct procedure
involves planning the loss of two
trump tncks in timing designed
to prevent a disastrous third round
of trumps being led by the defence.
Note how in the interests of
safety the trump finesse must be
scorned.

Analysts, of course, will be
quick to discover that four spades
can always be defeated, either
by a club opening, or by a
club switch at trick 2. This
defence, however, depends on
East holding the singleton ten.
Give the card to North or South
and four spades is iron-clad.

Four-THREE Srawms.

In most expert circles, eye-
brows will be raised in pious
horror at any suggestion that
four-three trump slams should be
bid. It 15 undeniable, never-
theless, that numerous deals occur
where utilisation of such a trump
combination is the one way to
gather in the juicy slam bonus.
Here is an example :

The INDIAN BRIDGE WORLD:

$Ars

® KQioggn2
$8

& AKSE

#J94 - & 1085

\ LR $AJy

¢ 06 $Jjo9532
#9532 ' R

4 KQ6
Ve
®AKQ74
#QJio8

Dealer : East. Vul : All

This is a rubber bridge deal
from my private collection, North
played 6 N. Ts. for a one-trick set.

Slip it into any expert contest
and it would be safe to predict
that few pairs, if any, wouid find
and bid the only makeable slam
which nestles so coyly in the four-
three club suit.

There is hardly anything to the
play. Despite a four-two trump
break, South can win twelve
tricks with littie effort.

OperaTioN DESPERATION.

When trailing badly in a team-
of-four contest, the problem of
whether or not o gamble on a
doubtful grand slam venture can
easily arise. Here again, a four-
three trump suit may well he the
pathway to success. The problem
deal, for example, might resemble
this litle gem from my rubher
bridge hoard :—
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$AK1062
, WK7
¢ K7
&Qjs
&5 - #QJa73
VY932 S A RULE!
$QJbs2 38
$ 862 da973
&8
¥AQRS
£ IRYTIER
& AK1ug

Tealer: South Vul: Nowth-South

Assume that, instead of the
actual 3 No Trumps contract,
Sauth has landed in seven clubs,
and that West had made the
natural opening of diamond Q.
A correct view, followed up by
briliant play, can crown the
gamble with dazzling success.

Right at the outset, South must
choose between (2) a plan to mll
awice in dummy and (&) reliance
an an even break in trumps for

9

a dummy reversal.  Deeper ana-
lysis reveals that an even t(rump
break is indispensable for the
first plan also—Dbecause for.it to
be practicable, a trump at South
must he used as a ruffing re-
entrv. The dummy reversal,
therefore, logically is chosen.

The Opening lead is permitted
to coast to the Ace, a top spade is
cashed and a low spade ruffed
high. A heart to the King per-
mits another high ruff of a low
spade.  South’s last high trump
is cashed, and clubs 4 to dummy’s
honours  permits trumps to he
drawn and a diamond discarded.
At this juncture, dummy's care-
fully  preserved diamond K
administers the coup de grace to a
major suitguard at unhappy East.,

Why not hunt around a litile
more tor these lucrative fours
three rump suit ventures 7 Occa-
stonal losses are certain to be
mcurred, but these will be more
than offset by rich rewards on
ather deals and, more satisfving
stilf, by extra thrills in play !



A BRIDGE PLAYER’S CAUSERIE
By P. 8. N. Sarma

Scoppy DEFENCE.

My partner dealt and this is
what he dealt me :

432
L AR
*843
d1 0872

1 am not complaining. The col-
lection looks like sornething the
cat brought, but I am one for
coneentrating on the bright fea-
tures, This hand had several.

(1. It called for no valuation,
rigid or plastic.

' 2, After partner’s pass 1 was
out of the bidding. (Nobodyv
dropped me on my head when
I was young, and so I am free
from that mental disorder known
as psychic bidding.)

3. As defender all that 1
would have 1o do would be to
follow suit and not play out of
twrn or drop off to sleep. No
-planning, no plotting, no racking
of brains for me. Chill penurv
spared me all that.

4. Above all, the hand was a
good weapon against partner if he
should interfere in the auction and
there should be rough work
round the corner. Suppose part-
ner made a light overcall or a
lighter take-out double and got

hammered, wouldn’t I have the
time of my life telling him some
of those subtle things we all save:
up against our partners?

The opponent to my right
opened  the bidding wi)t'h t%:'\O-
spades and ultimately finished up-
msix spades.  The less said about
that bid the better. If ever there
was a slam that should not have
been bid this was the one. Give
some fellows three-fourths of the
high cards in the pack, and you
should see how they go off the
handle. Malays run amuck or
Zulus on the war-path aren’t a
patch on them. At the risk of

losing our subscribers we
g » 3 ! rcc
the idding. ord

}.)j)dl::ﬂ East. Neither side vulne.

L D

Y Kiogy
®97652
L BEK

=1

$KQgs
¥ 765
®$KJwo
72 $Q65
& Aw8i6
YAQy
¢AQ
& AKy

hertd
-6 0o S e
¥ o 0
R Bk
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The bidding :

" E S w N
— 2§ — 2 NT
— 5[) — 55
— 6S — -
Dhbile,

[ winced when partner doubled
the contract. Had he misread
me for half a trick when I was
only smiling sardonically at the
sad array of orphans which was
my hand > Was it the Lightner
double? 1f it was, what was 1
expected to lead? I did not
hother much because the double
was entirely his business, and may
e he would produce a couple of
aces to set the contract, If not—-
here 1 found myself exultantly
rehearsing  those subtle things
I told vou ablout.

T led the deuce of clubs, the
niné was played and it stood up.
A diamond was led to declarer’s

_queen. The diamond acc follow-

ed. Declarer led the nine of
hearts, 1 followed with the dence,
the ten was plaved from dummy
and it wor. A diamond led from
ihe table was ruffed by declarer,
who then played the ace and
king of clubs, the ace of hearts
and the queen ol hearts which
he overtook with the king. A
fourth diamond was led from the
table which my parmer ruffed
feebly with the five, and declarer
with the seven. The eight of
spades from the closed hand fixed
my partner and landed the slam.

Excited kibitzers murmured ap-
propriate words of praise for the
grand coup that had been ac-
complished. The declarer tried
to look modest about his achieve-
ment. My partner was crest-
fallen and rather dazed. I hastily
gathered the cards and started
shuffling them,

“ Hard luck, partner,” 1 said.
“ You had to double. My hand
was a bust. Never mind. Letus
go on to the next deal.”

Very sporting of me, you will
say. No. Don't you sec it was
only tact 7 1 was trying to cover
up the fatal error I had commit-
ted, not in the opening lead—
that was excusable, but at trick g.

My reluctance to part with my
only face card was probably
human, but it was bad defence.
I could have wrecked the slam by
tossing that knave. Instead I had
plaved like a booby. As usual.

BEwWARE oF BROMIDES.

Have youever given a thought to
the points you have thrown away
by faulty defence ? You will des-
pair of vour bridge if you do, but
the consolation is that mistakes
in defence are very common.
It is not only the palocka who
commits them, but also the
panjandrum. Bidding is com-
paratively scientific and there are
svstems and counts to help one
in bidding. Dummy play is no
doubt a difficult matter, but here
again there are time-honoured



teshniques 10 cover most situa-
tions, though thev aren’t every-
thing. As regards defence one
has largely to depend on one’s
skill and imagination, and the few
sleeping tablets like those about
leading away from a king or

covering an honour are more often -

a hindrance than a help,

I would go so far as to say
that the first lesson in defence is to
unlearn some of these cliches
which we all imbibe at some
stage in our bridge career, and
which tend to become condi-
toned reflexes in the long run,
The lure of the mechanical rou-
tine play is fatal. See what
happened when West thought-
lessly succombed to a good old
soparific in this deal.

The contract was four hearts
by South. West led the four of
Spades.

& ]

L DY

®AK]72

&J3
$9b542 $XKQio
¥$K; ¥8,2
$ 104 ' ¢ Q863
SAQy2 & 1085
, $A73

$QJj76

®95

$#Kg76

South won with the Ace and led
the Queen of trumps, West cover-
¢d, and the contract was made

y v
L]
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by dummy reversal, It is cle-
mentary defence not to cover the
Queen. !

Now don’t be afraid. 1 do not
propose to expatiate on when to
coverand when not to cover.
Such dissertations have generally
struck me as somewhat  absurd.
In bridge, as in life, there are

no ready-made formulae to meet
all situations,

Now or Never.

It often ha pens  that .th
dcfgr{dcr has t.g make a vitaci
decision quite early in the pro-
ceedings. If he tempaorizes, the

tide turns against him, and he is

left high and dry. The foliowi
deal will si:rv:y to illustrate tllllg
point.

- You are East defending against
a contract of two hearts which you
rightly double. The bidding is
typical of the salamander spirit
of certain players who overdo the
take-out double — what they call
a double-after-a-pass,

South Dealer, East-West vulner-
ahle,

3
sAHz
98
:%361
® 742 AK
965 3Kjt098
$®Jros52 $K6
&Jors &K2
& 109865
Q3 ?
:Ab.;
AQ3g
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The Bidding:

S W N E
—_— _— — 1S
Dble, — 2H  Dble.

You lead the king of spades,
‘Where do we go from here ? You
are already at the cross-roads.
Your next lead decides the fate of
the contract.

1. Do you lazily lead another
spade, leaving it to declarer 1o
find his tricks, on the theory that

" everything comes to those who

wait ? Let us see what happens
if you do. Declarer ruffs the
spade, enters dummy via the
Queen of clubs, ruffs a third spade
enters with club Ace and ruffs &
fourth spade, enters with diamend
Ace, ruffls the last spade with
the Ace of trumps, and du!nn}y’s
guarded Queen scores the winning
rick.

2. Do you lead a trump
following the old adage about
what 10 do when in doubt—a
piece of ddvice that appeals to
people who concentrate more on
the coffee they happen to be
drinking than the game that 15 in
progress ?

The trump lead is equally
ineffeciive. I a small tump is
led the queen is put up, a spade

* ruffed, the club queen is finessed,

the third spade ruffed, the Ace
of hearts and the Ace of clubs are
cashed, and the lead surrendered
in East with the fourth spade for
a simple throw-in.  The play is

13

similar il the King. of trumps is - —

led. The trump play is not so
good. S0 guess again.

3. The King of Diamonds
looks attractive. Partner may
have the Queen. And also he
mayv not ! As it happens he docs
not and the diamond lead is
easilv the worst,

" 4. The killing lead is a club.
I think the dub lead is not a
double dummy play. An expert
should make it. If one thinks
long enough and hard enough,
one would arrive at it by a process
of elimination. But the more
likely lead is the second spade.
The surprising thing is that even
a most unreasonable partner, the
kind who will fall foul of you for
taking a finesse towards the knave
instead of towards the ten, will
not blame vou for failing to lead
aclub. I suppose that is because
mistakes in defence are less obvi-
ous than mistzkes in hidding or
dummy play,

THE NEED FOR VIGILANCE.

The lead of the second spade
in the above hand is the unthink-
ing automatic play I said one
should guard against. I remem-
ber a deal in which I avoided that
play, but my subsequent defence
dropped to my usual pedestrian
standard. I was West, on lead
against four spades after T had
opened the bidding.

West dealer. ¥ Both sides vulner-
able.



4

$AQY

V432

®A13

& Aoy
&KE ' 4;3
$AQiog $a765
¢KQ)=2 $ w086
$Q8y & job

& jooybz

¥ K

¥ 54

&K735

I led the king of dinmonds.
The declarer ducked and 1 went
into a trance. I have been going
regularly into a trance ever since
the Tate 3.}, Simon recommended
trancing as an aid to better bridge,
The only effect of the trance is
generally to upset the other three
at the table, but 1 emerged from
this one completely ifluminated.

“* You can’t pull that nne on me
Mr. Declarer,” T said to mysell,
« ¥ know most of the tricks. This
one 1s a chestnut, 1 must say,  If
I play the Queen you will duck
that too, then set up the long club
in dummy for a hearr discard hy
chucking a club from the closed
hand on the diamond ace and
ruffing the third club.  Smar,
5o doubt, but T am smarter, Sp
1 present vou the king of spades
instead of the Queen of diamands,
sy friend, and with my best com-
pliments.”

¥t was declarer’s turn to go inte

a trance. He played the ace and
r .
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the queen following high w hoth‘
from his hand, th:gti:e fed the
deuce of clubs from dummy. My
partner played the nine, declarer
the king and 1 the ey,

That was the end. 1 had
avoided one refiex play only o falt
for another. My partner had
made 3 good play, but I had not
nisen to the accasion. 1 was Jef
i to hold the baby on the subse-
quent lead of & club, and that was
the fast thing I wanted te do.

. To jettison the queen under the
is certainly not double
dummy. The bidding had surely
shown South’s values, and the
only way to pur partner on lead
was to promote his knave of clubs.
It needed no clairvoyance 1o place
that card after his play of the nine.

Binge witeouT BLOWS.

How does it happen thar good
manners are incompatible with
good bridge 2 \Waich any four-
some at the game, and you will
observe that if they behave like

gentemen they play liké palookas, -

but if their play is superior their
language is unprintable. I fis-
tened to this decorous dialogue
between two defenders who had

let the game slip cut of their
hands,

* My mistake,” said one. ¢ 1
should not have Jed the fourth
heart.”

¥ It was entirely my fauft,”
said the other. “1 need not
have played a second heart,
should have led back a diamond.”’
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~ I\'b, I could have made
things easicr for you by cashing
the ace of chuibs hefare leading the
last heart.”

“Jt was the sunplest  thing
in the world for mc to have
rulfed your ace of hearts and 1ed
back a diamend. T played hke a
mug.”

1 showldn't have forced you
to make afl those fancy plays. 1
should he sitting pretty, Jeading a
trump after casing my winners.
What a fool { was !

What had happened. was that
these two Cheervbile brothers
had altowed the declaver o make
eight tricks wheu they coufd have
held him down to seven. The
deal was :

& ob

¥a7by
\ BEER
H Koz

3 ' 2L
A) e el
& Aws

ANES! o765

o AK)rwr2
L ST

& Kha

& Q

Against two spades by south,
west Jed the middle diamond, a

Jead from three to an honour
mnch fancied i certain guarters.
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East won with the Ace and return-
¢d the knave of hearts, which was
allowed to make and another
heart, Westqnok with the queen
and plaved the ace, follawed by
the ten, east discarding two
diamonds.  Declarer ruffed the
ten of hearts and played the ace,
king and koave of trumps. He
then led the queen of ciubs and
west was obliged either

(i} o let it ride and give des
clarver his eighth trick, ar

{it} 10 win with the ace and
wive declarer his eigth trick.

He did not tear his hair {or his
partier’s), did not hat an eyelid,
but graciously blamed himself
for the mishap that had occurred.

His partner, aat to be outdone
it sportsmanship, remonstrated
and thus ensued the gush of

courtesy so rare at hridge tables.

I am not sure i 1 guite like
that sort of thing. On occasions
Iike this an honest ouiburst seems
> me o be natural. Bridge s
not an ouidonr game, 1 agree,
3t should not be played with bare
fists or nnbndied tongues, but
neither is it a pastime for maiden
ladies. T have a suspicion that
very often when a player says,
“ My fault entirely, pariner,”
he adds under his breath: “ 1
didn’t expect anything bester from
you, you idier”

e e g——



CULBERTSON’S SYSTEM—IN A NUTSHELL
By TEAxs,

‘The plain, commoh man, might
well put the question  Why
should I play Contract Bridge 2™
Itis a perfectly legitimate question.
He might add that it is a great
devourer of time and unsuited to
the world of today where life is
lived at high pressure and conse-
quently our leisure must be
planned to the best advantage and
not merely idled over Bridge play.
The amswer to this question is
simple. There is no law that
comptls any individual to read
his scriptures. Nor is there any
law that enjoins contact with
culture. But stitl the common
man finds the intelligentsia revel-
ling in Contract Bridge all the
world over. Tiisbecause he who
desists from contact with a
great game like this should be
compared to one that walks the
world of pastime in darkness.
More than that, it 1s the magic
of Contract Brdge that has
gathered the world’s, intellectuals
- arpund .

It is a great game with un-
surpassed riches for the mind. It
has a method and a system quite
appealing and congenial to a
trained and critical mind. To
those like me who have a meta-

. physical bent, it has its own philo-
sosophy. More than all these, it
hacts as agood intellecmal checic
up. Whenever I feel lazy or oy
of sorts or unaccountably fatizned

I sit at a Contract Bridge table
and play a few deals to be sure
if my mental alertness is at its
maximum or ehbing. If 1 play
right I get assured that my mental
vigour is stable, The poet of
Nature says : ** What a piece of
work is man! How noble in
reason ! how infinite in faculty 17
It is. no  surprise that this
' fine piece of work’ is wedded
to Contract Bridge-—and a man
of reason and faculty turns to it
-as a cat turns to milk. Histories
make men wise, poets witty,
mathematics subtle and Contract
Bridge logical and acute.

The best minds would like 1o
play this game under a system
and a discipline. Regimentation
is 2 necessity.  Are we not having
now a regimented control of even
our personal hahits and move-
ments 7 Discipline is nn cur-
tailment of freedom. And free-
dom must be distinguished from

license. No doubt, an excess of

restraint is a positive harm. In
that view, mostof us Bridge players
look to a system of play which
ix complete as far as possible and
convincing. There are many
methods of play but almost only
one systemn and that is Gulbert-
son’s, Let me not be misunder-
stood. That method is a system
which can give us reasonable
data for bidding and plaving
from the starc to the finish.
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From the moment the dealer
deals the cards right down to the
play of the last card Culbertson

given us rules and conventions
helpful to beginner, averager
imcff expert. The others are
almost only methods including the
point-count. That is the reason
why I am before you all, veterans
in the game included, to put in
a nutshell this system of Culbert-
son, 1 may add that statisticians
claim that 98 per cent. of the
Bridge players of the world believe
in it and swear by it. A mastery
of the entire system on its tech-
nical side is essential for an cxpert,
and for the beginner and the
average player, it will enable him
to make a daily advancementin
Bridge learning. For, though
players men and women, can
rely on their card sensc or Com-
mon sense to an appreciable
extent, it will be rash to say that
these two commodities can be
brought into play without a
faultless understanding of the
entire system.

In this series of articles, I sha.ﬂ
give you a faithful summary in
detail of this comprehensive Cul-
bertson system. There are sum-
maries in print but they muss
many details of this convention
and it will be my endeavour to
place the whole of it in  all its
bearings and with all its niceties.
For, in the words of Culbertson
himse)f, there are bridge players
who know but cannot play and
others who can play but do not
know. If this series of articles

3

17

can carry knowledge - of this
system including its finer points
and increase the number of
bridge players who both know
and can play, I, as a lover of this
game, shall feel delighted.

As soon as the cards are deale
to the players, begins the complex
process of bidding which to a
beginner is a problem every time,
to an average player a puzzle and
to the expert a real pleasure,
This bidding process consists of
Valuation, Information and Stra-
tegy. These three are styled
“The Three Musketeers in bid-
ding.” They arc inseparable,
The player should value his
cards on the basis of quality or
quantity which will be described
later and then convey informa-
tion to his partner. Otherwise,
valuation will be without precise
information and reduced to crude
guess-work. This information
which may also be styled as
‘ partnership language’ consists
of positive and negative inferences
gathered from the kind and level
of the bid made. Mere valua-
tion and passing of information
is a good start. But the fulf
weight of your strength can he
wtilised by a proper preception
and practice of strategy. For,
a sirategist can turn apparent
defeat into victory even with poor
partners or infenor hands. The
cnemy's greater resourcés and
numbers can be controlled by the
strategisy’s superior technique,
character and psychology. Heis
& thoroughbred diplomat who
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adapts himself to the mental and
emotional level of his partners
and inspires them to new heights
and who outmanoeuvres the oppo-
nents, in the struggle for the best
bid. This presupposes good anti-
cipation or looking ahead. And
if this strategic habit is acquired
and practised, it will be an
invaluable asset to any player.

Bidding valuation.—Bidding s
like selling a hand at the bridge
auction for the best price especial-
ly in the fluctuating market in the
table where bidding and re-
bidding proceed, The sale must
be for proper consideration and
based on proper bidding valua-
tion. This bidding valuation can
be defined as the count of expected
winners and losers at a speci-
fied bid. To obtain the best re-
sults, this bidding valuation should
be a three-way one. It means
that the hand must be valued
in three ways and possesses two
standards of values, ziz., value in
attack when played at one’s own
or partner’s trump bid; and
value in defence when played
against the opponent’s trump bid.
The total number of tricks or
winnersin thesame hand increases
or decreases according to whether
the trump bid is (a) the player’s
own or () in support of the part.
ner's bid, or (¢} has been made
by the opponents.

Honour-tricks.—-Even with
honour-tricks there is a double
standard of values—one in attack
and the other in defence. In
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attack (i..) at the declarer’s own
or in support of his partner’s

trump-bid the honours are coun-,

ted at their full playing value.
In defence only the cream of
honour-sequences is skimmed.

These honour-tricks come under
three heads, namely, sure, proba~
ble and *plus® honour winners.

N ace is a reasonably certain
winner. A king it a probable
winner. A queen is only an em-
bryonic trick and isgiven a +value
which means a value between
zero and one-half. Many honour
combinations depend for definite
values on finesses (e.g.) A Qin a
hand may get two tricks or only
one depending on the favourable
or unfavourable location of the
king of that suit. The standard
table of honour-tricks is based upon
a scientific analysis of their values
relying also on experience, The
gist of it is as follows :

A K in the same suit — 2 honour-

tricks.

AKJ 2 - 2+ »
AKQ » 24
AQ »n -_ 'i ”
A or
A%{o } o —Ho-
I:Jg.l »” - I+ ”

X or
AJ 10 ” haas l+ ”
Ace alone or
with others { » — ' »
KQ ” —1 »

KJ‘Q » -3 »
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KxandKxinl __,

different suits

KJxand Qx in} — 3+ .
different suits

K Jxinthesamesuit — {4+ ,,

Kx ” » —% ”»

Q, J X Ei] FH - %’ »

Q x and Q,xin]_ —3 .
different suits |

Anysingletonorveid — -+ value,

»

But for valuation, if there
are singletons or voids in
more suits than one, only
onc such should be counted.
1 might now add that this valua-
tion based on honour-trick is
said by some to be less simple
than that based on point-count.
I do not share that view. It is
needless to load a player’s mind
with 4o points instead of eight
honour-tricks and then ask him
to indulge in the arithmetics of
addition, subtraction and the like,
Further, the point~count method
is not uniform but is varying.
In fact the method of Mr.
Panikkar who desires the bid to
be made at the start and for
response merely on the holding
of points and not on the strength
of the suit, does not carry con-
viction to me and must, besides,
be puzzling and mystifying to the
beginner and the averager. Why
should the players not show their
real disposition of cards at the
start itself but wait for the next
chance. This is purely opiniona-

I9

tive and I wish to avoid any con-
troversy thereon. In fact the
cards do not care a pin as to
how we value them. They are
most democratic in their beha-
viour. They sit placid on our
hands whatever method we adopt
to announce them. But if we do
not utilise them properly they
rarely excuse us, And that is
why I would rather pin myself
to a scientific start in bidding
than to an artficial bid which,
in inexperienced hands and with
inexperienced partners may lead
to needless confusion and loss of
final rounds in the bidding
process.

This honour-trick valuation is
based on the rule of eight. It
means that cach of the 4 suits
has the value of 2 to 24 honour-
tricks taking the total of honour-
tricks in a pack to between 8 and
g honour-tricks. As a rule, the
materialisation of the gth trick
will depend on a finesse, Thus
for simplicity’s sake this Count
of Eight honour-tricks is styled
“*The rule of eight.” If this
rule is kept in mind throughout
the bidding, even psychic bids by
opponents can be easily smoked
out. This rule has to be applied
rather rigidly in slam bids. For,
if the pattern of the hand is
4,33, 3, it is always better to
deduct § to 1 honour-trick from
the total holding of both hands,
since invariably slam contracts
are kept only with the help of
at least one sure long suit.

(70 be continued)



QUR POINTS SYSTEM OF BIDDING
By V. Susea Rao anp P. Ravanujan.

After having played Contract
Bridge according to the points
system of counting familiarised by
our friend Mr. Panikkar and
having had good success in a
couple of Progressive Pair Events,
we abandoned the systemn having
discovered certain obvious dis-
advantages which prevented us
from getting to the first place in
one or two events. We shall
' illustrate this by reproducing the
following deal played by us as
North-South.

NORTH
dAtoT2
YAKs3
4K]
$Qxx

North called 1 heart having a
count of 17 points. FEast pasged
and South holding

4986

¥ 0 o
¢ Qxxxx
$Kixx

called two diamonds. North,
called two hearts. East doubled.
South passed. North called two

ades. West doubled and North
guth went one down. On com-
paring this with the performance
of of teams, we found to
our amazement that every other
North-South pair made just 1

SPadcortNoTrmn and we
8°tarankbottamhgrc_ This

robbed us of the first place in this
event.

On analysis of the hands in
this and a number of simjlar
deals it became clear that the
obligation to call two of a suit
on a worthless hand after partner’s
opemng bid of one heart or one
spade (according to the Point

unt) deprived us of the

valuable One-No-Tnnnp v:;l.

- ponse which shows a game force

in this Wﬁh? of bidding. To
overcome t difficul adop
ted the convention oftyanwemﬁﬂd
two clup response fo indicate game
Jorce on an opening bid of a mejor
mt; sk;vmr;z_ 17 or 19 points, and
@ Une-No-Trump responss to indicate
a poor hand. poms

We can already see Mr. Panik-
kar rising up and shouting, “Well
my dear fellows, one swallow
does not make a summer apd
you blokes can’t go on cha.ngmﬁ

" your systerns to mect stray cases,

B}lt we have concluded: that this
difficulty was one of common
occurrence and the variations we
have introduced have successfully
remedied this defect.

Our variation is as follows :—
The One-No-Trump - response
to partner’s opening bid of Ome
Club and One Diamond only indicates
game-going hand. The One-
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No-Trump response to partner’s

'opm_ngbldof one heart or

onc spade is indicative of a
most worthless hand. Game
force in response to one heart
or one spadc is given by an
artificial bid of two clubs.

It will be scen that'when part-
ner is holding a game-going hand
after an‘' opening bid of one
heart or spade, an artificial
bid of two clubs by the respond-
ing hand actually leaves plenty
of opportunity for exchange of
information to reach a game bid.

Another deviation we !Ja\_rc
made from Mr. Panikkar is in
regard to the strength of the
redouble at the one leycl.
Though Mr. Panikkar’s article
does not make this clear, I have
heard him answer that redonble
indicates game going strength.

21

- We have chosen to stick to the
force of aredouble as under the
Culbertson system of Bidding, i.s.,
showing 1} l:::i).our tricks or
7 to g points and a regular Suit
or No-Trump over call to indi-
cate a game-going hand.

Let me illustrate. North
—1 club. East—Double.

South ? If South redoubles he
shows 7 to g points and assures
North that the combined North-
South hands can be safely played
in any contract at the one or two
level. If North has additional
features like a length of 7 or 8
in a suit or voidin two suits, etc.,
he makes a game bid, too, after
this redouble showing 7 to g
points. These modifications, we
can assert confidently, have
been working very satisfactorily,
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TEST YOUR SKILL-—~PROBLEMS

THE

¥ L

— —

Fited by . 5. N. Sanua

1+ North dealer, both sides
vulnerable, the hidding has pro-
et

Nowre Easy Souta Wesr
1 B — 1 O~
t NT ¥

_ Whst do you, Sauth, bid hold-
ing: . Q819 H AQyga2

2. You, South, ave in a con-
tract of six spades. West leads
the deuce diamends, Your
bandand dumimy are given below,
How do you progeed o play ¥

Nowru
rg.e
¥ Qs
$RQE545
L

Sovre
S AQwe8Y
A3
$ A7
& ABS

it pcatcr hoth sdes
cmicd:n, ¢ bidding has pro-

Bouth West  North East
tH -~ D} 3C
R - ‘i H

You West, lead the
chabs., Your hangd méﬁag
duznzay are given below :

North
852
AQ)ge
:Q}ma

West 7

#Kjigs

$3855

# Kby

' ST

Your partaze plays the Queen
and dcc%::cr timpﬁg:. A?r'ump
is led o an honcur in dummy, on
which your partner diwards »
club.  Onemare wamp is played,
foliowed by the Queen of dia

mopds from dummy on which
.Em?-!;ys che: 4 and decinrer the
5, You rightly tae with the
¥ing, What do you fead next?

. 4 South dealer, vulnerbifity

immaterial, the bidding has pro-
zoeded -
South Wasl

)

What do , South, bid,
hokding : 5. K}gj} 1o B3 2
DAGg LBl |

5. West dealer, North-Joudh
vidnerable, the biddiag has pro~
eoeded

Worth  Fasd
£ G o

West North Eat South

— e 15
Wess Jeads th;_: gﬂing mg ﬁm;;{’
diamands, and fatlowing fus part-
e’y perer, A third diawond.
What s declaese’s best play ¥
the band? The NortheSouts
hands are given helow
Nuorsh
§ 081
wis
® 183
pROI43
Soueh
#AaE9)
YAQIsY
&8
A

23

€. EnetWest valnzrable, Went
deater, the bidding, quite sdven-
turaus, has p H

West North East Seuth

— e o 18
2 M — a8
— 38 -~ 4
- 4y - &B

West ioards the ();uetm of ciube,
Vo are South,  Your hand srad
the dumamy are giver below,
Haw do you progeed 1o play ?

Noreh

$ w3
wAreghyy
0
$iofa
Routh

& AKigee
L R
#28745
& A

y. Bouth dealer, North-South
culperabls, the bidding has pro-
enededd -

Seuth Wt North  EBast

L & “en 15 e
?

Whag d’% yv‘;zf ‘f;'euth,ifiﬁ\, 35(1?
g & 2, H A
093, C.AK 542 '
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Question.—Playing duplicate at
our club recently, 1 got into a
four heart contract on the follow-
ing hand :

$A9
\ AEL:

49
&AKQ]J873
The bidding was :
NortH East Soure WEsST
(me}
1G Dbl. 1 g —
2NT — 3
4 H Dbl. — —
The contract was set three
tricks. During the usual post-
mortem I pointed to partner that
I was doubtiul of a diamond
stopper in his hand and did
not therefore bid three no-trump
which was cold as partner held :

Q3
¥876543
$A42
~ 62
. Please criticise the bidding
sequence in your columns. East’s
hand, incidentally was :

#Kogsy
PAKQro

¢KQ73
& 10

Answer.—1In our view, the North
player is hardly being consistent
with himself. The necessity for a
stopper in diamonds is just as
urgent in the rebid of the two
no-trumps that he chose to make,
as 1 the bid of three no-trump
he conceived himself unable to
make because he lacked a diamond
stopper and was doubdul of
his partner having it. If with
a long solid string of (- , in
expectation of a favourable lead,
he hoped to get away with an
ultimate  contract of three
no-trumps he need hardly have
allowed himself to deviate from
his plan and could have persisted,
with, in this case, considerable
profit to his side,

But deviation or no deviation,
the four hearts bid he decided on
was certainly inviting disaster.
And for this reason. The ability
of North-SoutE to make
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the game in hearts is obviously
dependent on  their ability
to use their long string of club
winners, which again is depen-
dent on their ability to draw the
adverse trumps. North on the
bidding could scarcely expect his
partner to be able to do so. -Wc
think that after North decided
not to persist in his original plan
of ending in a three no-trump:
gamble, ks should have passed_hi

partner’s Three hearls bid. This

bid would almost certainly have
been doubled ; and thg:rlll North
should have come out with a save
of four clubs which would clearly
be read by any intelligent parmer
for what it was.

We wish to say that our pre-
ceding remarks should in no
way be construed as our being in
favour of the tactics comm?ncod
by North and so unceremoniously
abandoned by him. Normally,
we arc against such .bnds;
an occasional success 15 100
higt. a price for the resultant
loor:ning of partnership confi-
detce. We are of the view that
the bidding in this casc should
have gone :

Nortit East SouTH WesT
1 C Double. 1H —
3C°

And with the bid of three clubs,

the bidding should have stopped,

s0 far as North-South were con-
cerned. This common-place, pe-
destrian, non-brilliant sequence

would, even if it did not secure 2

.
plus score §or NOIM have
saved them from the'wery ogutl
penaity they actually i ed.

Question : Sitting West; T pick-
ed up the following hand : -
#Ka3
®Jiog764
$K32
&2
With both sides vulnerable and
partner opening, the bidding
went :
East Sours West NoORTH
15 2D — —
Dbl. — ?

What would you recommend
as West's bid in the circumstances.

In the actual case west bid three
hearts which was unfortunately
passed all round. East’s hand
WAas

§Al0765
YAz
®AB4
HAb2

Twelve tricks were made by
East-West as South held the
Queen and jack of spades bare,
and North South made only one
heart trick. Please comment.

Answer : 'We think that East js.
cntirely to blame for the fiasco in
this deal. The actual slam made
was of course purely adventitious,
but the game could, and should
have been bid.

East's hand, with its four aces,
even though with nothing besides,
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comes under the category of a
strong hand, its strength con-
sisting ‘ot so much in its count of
actual playing tricks as in its
hidden potential. Besides giving
added, promoted values to part-
ner’s lesser honor-cards, the aces
give to the declarer quite a
considerahle advantage in timing
in the actual play of the
hand, in that they operate as
powerful barriers to the defence.
The defenders, with anything but
solid sequences, are compelled,
in trying to establish their tricks,
to lead away from their broken
holdings and present surplus tricks
to the declarer, which the latter
would not have been able to make
by himself,

Beside his failure to appreciate
the strength of his own hand,
East was obviously unduly influ-
enced by his partner’s original
pass. The apparent weakness of
the pass had however been nega-
tived by the later jump bid which
should have indicated to Fast
that though West’s hand was not
quite up to the technical require-
ments of an original free bid,
it was but slightly short of it and
<ould be depended upon for good
Playing strength. Itisvery difficult
to visualise any holding of West's
justifying  his bidding, which
would, opposite FEast’s strong
hand, fail to produce game. We
are of the view that East could,
and should,have called four hearts,
or at any rate, three no-trump
which West would automatically
have taken out to four hearts.

The INDIAN BRIDGE WORLD

Coming now to West’s action
on his holding, there are two ques-
tons arising for consideration,
which we shall treat briefly :

I. Should West have made a

free bid of two hearts over South’s
overcall ?

2. Should West have called
four hearts straightaway, obviat-
ing the danger of a possible pass
by East in a game situation ?

To both these questions our
answer js in the negative.

1. West has an unbalanced
hand with a fair six card suit
headed by the J 109 ; he holds
the two right kings, one in the
suit opened by his partner, and
the other in the suit gvercalled
by his righthand opponent. His
count of winners is §. Quite a
good hand, it however lacks the
minimum technical requirements
(1} to 2 honor-tricks) for the
free bid of a new suit at the level
of two. There are quite a few,
even amongst the experts, who
would be unwilling 1o pas. thix
hand. We are hardly inchbned
to quarrel with them. But spkak-
ing for ourselves, we would advo-
cate a conservative adherence to
the standard requirements, since
such adherence would best serve
to promote partnership undes-
standing and keep the pattnership
away from pitfalls, should the
bidding rise above the game fevel,
The pass in the first instance is
not likely to do any harm, since
the bidding is sure to come round
again and the player can take
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strong action with no danger of
being misunderstood.

2. East’s take out double might
well have been a reopening
double, made for oompetm]\)m

ses, with not quite the
Etﬁ;th which he actually held.
From the point of view of West,
there is no assurance that the
combined hands would produce 2
game in hearts. The bid of three
hearts actually made is, in our
view, the proper bid, and shquld
have been quitc enough, since
most partners with some added
values could be depended upon
not to stop short of game.
Happily for bridge, partners of
the kind East proved to be in the
present instance arc negligible
exceptions and not the rule.

Question : Please clucidate how
the accompanying East-West
hands should be bid :

WEsT East
& 10g83 & AQJ7
¥ 10 ¥ Q9432
4 Koy *—
$QJ876 & Kggs

North was dealer, Both sides
vulnerable, and the bidding at
the two tables went:

Room 1

NorTa East Souran WEsT
1 H —_ 2 D —
2 H — 3D —

, 27
Room 11

NortH EasT SouTH "- WesT

‘T H — 2D —
2 H — 4 D —
5D — - —

Neither East west overcalled
their hands though a game con-
tract of four spades or five clubs

appears cold.

The full deal :
NorTH
K52
- Pra
94
& A7
WesT East
310983 AQJ7
10 Q9432
Ko7y ¢
QJ865 $#Kggs
Sourh
$.:
g2
®AJ97653
& 102

Could East have reopened the
bidding ?

Answer : Not infrequently, the
combined hands of a partnership
producc a game or a slam, due
to the presence of specific honor-
cards, or to a specific distribution,
of which there is no means of
determining the existence by any
known system of bidding. Such
games or slams are unbiddable
and must be calmly accepted as
such. The present E-W holding
seems to furnish an instance.
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'We are hardly concerned with
the bidding in Table II since the
bidding there, by the time it
came round to East, had reached
too high a level for any possible
action by him. We have this,
however, to say of South’s rebid
of four diamonds that it seems to
- us to savour not of Culbertson,
but of Acol. According to Cul-
bertson, the four diamonds bid
is a strong bid and invitational,
which however it actually could
not be in the present instance ;
while according to Acol, it is
not as strong, but means merely
what it says (viz.) that South
thinks that he can make four
diamonda.

Let us go to Table I and putting
ourselves in the position of East,
try to follow his possible train
of thought in the first person at
the time when South’s bidding
of three diamonds comes round
to him:

1. The bidding has suddenly
stopped at threc diamonds and
has come round to me, what
exactly is the matter ?  Can there
be anything for us in our combin-
ed hands?

2. ‘“North has opened in
hearts and rebid hearts—at least
afive card heart suit and appa-
rently not overmuch strength,

3. ““ South has signed off at
three diamonds—a six card, per-
haps seven card diamond suit
and weak in Honor-trick, not
morec than 1 4+ or 1}.

- 4. “ West, my partner, appa-
rently should have some honor-

The INDIAN BRIDGE WORLD

trick strengh—where or how
much? T cannot tell.

5- “ South and West can have
at most three hearts? How
are they distributed ? It seems
that South with his length in
diamonds is more likely than my
partner to have the singleton.

6. “How are the diamonds
distributed ? I shall tentatively
assume that my partner has three,
though thereisno certitude aboutit.

7- “My partner should have
about eight cards in the black
suits, and if he has nine, as is not
improbable, there should be a
good fit in our combined ha:
especially if he has 3 singleton
in hearts as well,

8. “ Assuming that there is
such a fit, dare I reopen at the
three level > We are vulnerable
and 1 should require greater
certitude than s at present
possible to make any sort of try,

9. * Supposing that I do make
a gambling attempt, my partner
cannot be placed with st
enough to give me the confidence
that he is likely to co-operate with
me in reaching game, should
there be one. At best I can have
a part score, and there is a
considerable chance of my being
successfully doubled for penalties,
should my unverifiable assump-
tions turn out to be incorrect.

1I0. I think that the best
policy is to pass,”

.And we cordially agree, espe-
cially considering that it is we
who have hypothetically put the
above thoughts into East’s head.

MANY A SLIP
By M. SUNDERRAJ

Of course the sad fate which
overtook X wasthbound :10 1?cctﬁ§
some day or other, an t
game of bridge had had nothing
to do with it, some ot.her agency
would have been the instrument.
It was, one might say, in the
logic of X’s character to immolate
himself.

Poor X ! so gentle and so pure!
so refined and tic a soul !
Who could not believe evil of any
man and who would to}leratge no

mpany that spoke evil ol any
fvooml;.n{ 50 !o?:ablc that even
we, a.gang of hard-bitten, bridge-
loving hachelors had formed
all unconsciously a ring round
him to protect him from the
thorns of life and the wiles of
woman ! .

Alas! In one unguarded mo
ment we left him unprotected,
1 also who love him so! Mea
Culpa! Mea Culpa!

first signs of the impending
tra?;;y appchu]':d one night when
X returned from a party to
which we had allf been m;:t.c}té
but which none of us €xce
c:ul: attend. We had hesitated
in allowing X to go alone, but sice
the poor fellow had just recovered
from a long spel! of flu we thought
the party would tone him up.

That night when he returned

.he was glowing with happiness,

and there was a far-away look
in his eyes. He was bubbling
and bursting over with enthu-
stasm. ‘' Oh! what wonder-
ful bridge” he kept repeating over -
and over again. “‘ What superb
bidding ! What perfect play!
What brilliant defence !> Inone
of the fow occasional moments of
retwrn to earth he seized pen
and paper to give us an example
of her (our hearts sank when we
we heard the pronoun) bidding
and play.

It appeared that Y had also
commented favourably on X’s
play though they had not been
partners in any of the rubbers.

Our misgivings on this occa~
sion were, however, to a large
extent ajlayed because we knew
that Y-—we learnt her identity

in due course—whatever her

ability at the bridge-table was,
to say the least, not much of
a charmer. But how wrong we
were to have bestowed a pair of
non-existent eyes on cupid !

Shortly after, X had to play
against Y in an open pairs match,
and we thought that as this was
a match, there would be little
chance for any havoc and at any
rate we would be there . But
bad judgment again! For X
was simply not there throughout
the match. He fumbled and
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fidgetted, dropped cards and mis-
-dealt, bid out of turn and re-
voked, and finally threw away
the match.

Qur bitterest humiliation was,
however; reserved for the end.
We were all gloomily looking
round and hali-heartedly con-
gratulating the winners, when we
found X beaming with joy because
Y was seductively murmuring,
“ Bad luck, Mr. X, You put up
quite a good fight, but luck was
against you.” .

For some days after this X
began to avoid our company.
He was frequently out on myste-
rious visits from which he would
return with glowing face and
springing steps and we viewed
all this with sorrow in our hearts,
Our cup was full when on return
late one night he rather incohe-
rently gave hints as to a certain
event with a certain person being
likely to come off shortly. There
was little gaiety in our room
then.

Events however took a strange
and unexpected turn shortly after.
One evening X made it known
generally that he was attending
" a bridge party where Y was also
to be present, and it was a measure
of our despair that we said
nothing.

X returned home late that night
after alf of us were in bed ; when
he came down to breakfast next
day it was with such a gloomy face
and dragging steps that the table
talk broke off in the middle. The
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air of tragedy was, however, too
great for us to ask him anything,

X talks with us now-a-days
only in mono-syllables, he reads
nothing ; he doesn’t go anywhere
and he looks so likea wounded
deer that even hardened materia-
lists like us cannot help feeling
that the perpetrator of the
wound will have a heavy penaley
to pay one day.

It was only through a friend of
ours who was also present at the
arty on that day that we learnt
ong afterwards the events that
had shattered X’s castles. It
appeared that after playing
against cach other for some
rubbers X and Y cut each other
as partners for the last two. The
bonhomie which had prevailed
carlier between them began to
wear off slowly. X began to
have a run of bad luck, his finesses
went wrong, and the fiend of
distribution began to play pranks.
Y began to find faults and X who
knew all about probability and
little about tact ‘tried to defend
his play. The last deal proved
his undoing and the things that
Y said at the end clearly meant no
wedding bells,

Here is our friend’s version
of the three deals from which
X came out none too credit-
:'l:alz. We leave it to the

er to view his pla -
thetically, pey sympa

Deal No. 1

East dealer. Neither side vulner- N

able. The bidding went :
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North East South West

X (Y)

1D Dble —

asH 3C gNT —

4H — sH —
6H — —  Dble!

East led club king. The four
hands were : .

NoRrTH

Agz2
:KJ109864
Q232
‘..._

WesT East
$ Q87 094
¥752 -
$76 ¢ KJ1085
&87532 & AK9 46

SouTH
#KJ65
PAQ3
®A94
&QJ10

Declarer * played the hand
nicely ; ruffing the Club King
in his hand and entering dummy
with the Queen of trumps, he led
the club Queen on which hedis-
corded a spade. Whatever East
now led declarer won, drew
trumps, played Ace King of
Spades, ruffing a third,thus provid-
ing a parking placeforthe2 losing
diamonds in his hand, one on the
set up spade and another on the
knave of clubs. Well played
declarer! X rather tactlessly

3

asked partner what her double
meant and prompt was her retort,
“Have you h of the ‘Lightner
double” partner? My double
asked for an unexpected lead ;
you will see that any other lead
except the one you made would
have set the contract.”

On the subsequent deal X,
although nervous, valiantly bid
seven No Trumps as if to
atone for his careless defence
on the [ast deal.

Deal No. 2.

South dealer: E. W. Vul-

nerable.

The bidding :

5 w N E (Mr.X)

— —_ — 2D

— 3 NT — 4 NT

— sH — §NT
6D — 7NT

South led 3 of clubs.
The four hands were :

N.

#1043

L BUER

¢ Jiogz

&86

w. E.

fAb52 &#KQ
V6542 YAK]
¢K6 ®AQ 84
dAg7 S dKQJ2

&J87

Qo3

®973

&di0o543
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‘East could wiake-all thirteen
tricks by a simple squeeze on
North who is forced to unguard
his spades or diamonds when
the four clubs and the two top
hearts are cashed. Unfortuna-

tely X chose to finesse for the
Heart Queen and was one down.

Worse still was to follow.
On the final deal, haunted by
all his rotten ‘luck,’ he completely
lost his head and messed up the
play. The contract was four
spades and the full deal was.

Deal No. 3.
- N.
Ag
310863
®J953
&754
Ww. E.
HJ872 KQs54
\ & 30.975
®AK 42 L &
$AQI02 &K]Js
S.
6
31&01{%2
& Q106
$g86

* South led Heart X and'shifted
to the g of clubs secing the
singleton in  the dummy.
Declarer could easily count 10
© tricks if the spades broke 3 and 2
#iz. 3 tricks in trumps in his
own hand, at least one heart
ruff in the dummy, the wo
top diamonds and four club
tricks, Instead of this simple
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Play, X began ruffing hearts
in the dummy and diﬁonds in
his own hand arriving at this end
position at trick 10,

Trick
No. Sours West Norti East
1 HK Hs4 He Hjy
2 GCg Ca2 Cy CJ
3 Ha Sa H3 H1
4 S3 87 Sg sQ
5 D6 DA D3 DS
7 DQ D2 Dy 55
9 S6 S] S4 S 4

N. '

._..

V)

¢J

&5

Ww. E.

$ 35
$4 rgnd
#4Quo $K3

S,

o .

’A

&98

North now led Diamo
and the defence ma.élél Jt:vcg
more tricks to heat the contract
whaw\{q East plays. Poor X
was visibly shaken and rushed
out when the table broke apolo-
guing profusely for his had play.
Miss Y was in a rage and was
heard to murmur “This is not
b ; this is myurder,”

PAR CONTEST AT T'NAGAR SQuifh

A Replew © &y Samirn.

. The T'Nagar Social Club be-
came the pioneers in yet another
hmeresting event n Contract
Biidye, the Par Costest.  Thanks
t6 the energetic eForis of 4 hand-
ful of enthusiasts Jed by M
T, S, Duoraiswami Iver, they
orgamised g Par Contest on tl}r
lines of the Australian Olympic
of 1951, Sixteen interesting deaks
were specially provided by Mr.
.. €. Ramaraywam for the
competition.  Almost all ‘t_hr.
opranking pabs in the Lty
compewd m the, event hesides
two pairs Trom Vijiawada and
keen interest prevarled through-
vut. “This event has hecome o
popular thay one wonders why
this shymld not be made a regalar
ttem  in the annual S.I.B..A.
Championship Tournaments with
a Speciai Trophv being pnmenmi
ty the winners.

Asis asually the case with many
of the local tournaments nowadays
muchol’ the hard work deyn}ved
Upon  the Tournament Director
Sri T, §. Doraiswamy lver who
had 1, copy alt the hands, and
compile detants of par points and
playing instructions besides mak-
ing the final valuadon. Thework
ivolved i all this was too
strenuons and quite out of pro-
portian to the dwraton of the
contest itself, and the spensots
hope that competitors will appre-

sclate the remesdous  responst-

Lilites shonldered by the Tourn—

nament Director and co-operate:

with him in all respects instead

of making {rivalous complaings.
And now for the hands.

Deal No. 1: Neither side
valnevable © North dealer,

N.
85 s
Jm7h
. 2 ELFLE
& 72
W, E
3&!02 SAKTy53
Kayjge $aj
A8y & Q w
& Qo y hd65
s,
L AR
¥ab
$Ky=
$AKJos
N. k. S, W,
Bidding 1 — Ly a2 28

— 3% — 48

Biddimy Par: Fast-West e
bidding 4 N T or 1 S,

Playing Par: E. W, fur 1o
wicks at a 1 Spade Congrac
oulr & the Diamood Queen Jfs
plaved from the East hand farcing
out South’s King of Wamonds
for a wransler squeeze o North,

Nine wricks at 9 NV, ape o
course on dve bt ooad play

1
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35 required. to make 1o tricks
with spades as trumps after the
defence take 4y tricks, viz., Ace
and King of clubs and a rufl
of the third Chih. The point
of play involved was a litile
intricate and none of the g East
Wests who played the hand made
the correct play. Apparently this
being the very first deal their
minds did not rise to such heights
but it is regrztiable that wet
one pair attempted the correct
line of play since an almost
identical hand detailing the same
peint of play appeared in the
" Hindu’ of 25th January, 1953.

Deal No. 2 was one of the most
interesting hands in the series and
involved a fine delensive play
for North South. 'The four hands
were :

N.

Q632

J5
¢QJiog
S653 .

W. k.
.387 AJroy
AK oy 9b

$AK 2 $ 863
K] Q742
sK§)4

QR732
®75
$dAgB
The Bidding :
E, S, W. N.
— — iB —
S — 2 NT -

3NT
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North leads Diamond Queer.
With South holding off his Ace
of clubs till the third round and
continuing  diamonds  declarer
has to look to the spade suit
for the ninth trick hoping thar
the honours in the sujt are
divided. At this point, when
North cashes his two diamonds
and s forced to lead spades or
hearts his best veturn is the Queen
of spades in the hope that declarer
has only two cards in the sui
and will therefore e restricted
to only 1 trick in that suit. (O,
this play of the Queen of Spades
West's plan to make 2 tricks in the
spade suit is fuiled and the defence
makes 5 tricks, 2diamonds. a cluly,

a spade and heart. A fine piece of

defence and it was good to see twa
pairs, Messrs. P. S, Reddi
and Girl, and Dr. Achr and
B. Hanumantha Rao make thi-
defence 1o defeat the Contract.

Deal No. 3:  South Dealer 10,
W. vulnerable.

The four hands were ;

N.

9841
$a%
®KJs51

) $32
W, L,
sA7 skag
1092 J876
€972 $Q86
&Ag87b &15
h]
eQJ 10 5
Q53
$ Ao
S KQroy
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The Bidding :

s w N E
1t C — D -
S — 3 5 —

3NT

West leads 6 of cinh covered
by Fast’s Jack.

At first sight with the favour-
able® lead of the cub snit
declayer easily counts ¢ tricks, 2
clubs, 2" spades, three hearts and
two top digmonds,  But on the
distribution of the chub snit East

est are able to cash three clubs
and the Ace King of spades if
South carelessly takes the frst
trick with his chib Q or King.
Ducking the first round of clubs
Proves a wist precaution as on
winning the first spade trick
with his King, Fastis unable to
return a club and this tempo
1 invaluable to the declarer who
now proceeds 1o drive out the
Ace of Spades retaining canrol
of the club suit. A finesse

the diamond suig, i€ it fails, will

be 100 costly as Fast West will
straiglhiaway make two spades
a diamond and 2 clubs or 3
clubs, Quly two pairs made the
correct safety play to fulfil the
contract.

Deal No. ¢
Weat dealer: Bath e

vulnerahle, N

W N K Sonuth
15 Rt 2 H -
38 - 45 -

35
The toue hands were :
&5
$ioyy
®Q Jiog
$EKQqé6
w. E
s-‘\KQJ’i#z & 93
Q8 $AKi532
K ®753
t RO 54
8.
F BRGE
vs -
8612
& AJEy

Norih leads D. Q.

"There s little to play in a four
heart contract as F.W. simpls
clear trumps and make g spades, 5
hearts and two diamend tricks bui
plaved at spades West cannot
afford 1w draw sramps in a hurry as
South will then make one trump,
and three club tricks. West’s best
play, providing for a 4-1 rump
break and a simifar had break in
hearts will be to play a low spade
fram his hand and let it nde
through, West can win any retur:
by South, pull aut all adverse
trumps and proceed to make his
contract making in all 5 spade

Aricks, three hearts and the Ace

King of Diamonds.  The defence
ean make onfy two clubs and o
trump. Only two pairs oot of
the nunine wmade this obvious
safeny play 1o make the contrace.

{Te be comtinued)



TEST YOUR SKILL—ANSWERS
Edited by B. 8. N. Sarma

1. North dealer, loth sides
vulnerable, the bidding has pro-
" ceeded:

NorTir  East SouTrs  West

1 D — 1 H U
INT - 2

Whar do you, South, hid hold-
mg: 8. Q8 3 H AQ go,
D J 103, C.Qg6E?

Ang: Two No-trump.

There may .be ultra-cantious
players who would decide that
there is no game in the combined
hands® alier partner’s rebid of
one no-trump and pass, holding
that it is pointless to stretch
the part score. Those who use
any point systemn  of bidding,
on the other hand, would
unhesitatingly bid two no-trump,
The hand will inake a good
dummy in no-trumps on account
of its queens in the black suits
and the J 10 of the suit bid by
partner. If partner’s rebid has
been made on the barest mini-
mum requirements, the combined
hands may not produce game,
but it is even money that the
opening bidder has something
to spare over his one no-trump
which he is not able to indicate
in an effective manner. (This
is a difficulty peculiar to many
players who fight shy of an
opening bid of one no-trump).
In the former case the opener

4

will pass two no-trump ; in the
latter, he will raise it to three.
The full deal from which the
above hand is taken is fuiven
below :

e.L??
K43
®AQ g2
&Ar10y
3K85 Ar06 4
Jio8s 76
¢ K3,y $ 765
$J74 N
gQﬂs
AQqg2
s SURLE
$Qogb

2. You, South, arein a con-

tract of six spades. West Jeads
the deuce of diamonds. Your
hand and dummy are given below.
How do vou proceed ta play?

NORTH
$ K
v Qey
¢ KQ6 543
$ K54
SorTH
’ AQIO{,BT
¥ Ajg

¢ Ay
& ASE

Ans: Take the trickin the dosed
hand and play the ace, quecn.
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and ten of trumps in that order.
‘This is hundred per cent sate

as it conserves entnies for settng

up dummy’s diamond suit on
which your contract dcpcnds_:
The complete deal is given below:

K

87
QI?CQ,BMS
K5
- B 2
:]l{hjjnif 39654
o2 z']o";gg
1 A

$QJo AQ 0987

818

:.:Agﬁ

7. South dealer, both sidles
vilnerable, the hidding has pro-
ceeded:

South West North  Fast
1 H —_ 2D 3 G
_ . 4 H

. .

You, West, lead the 10 n‘

clubs. Your hand and the
dummy are given Delow:

North
& Q52
®AQJocs
¢ Q ]z
&7
West .

4 KJojs

L J oy

¢ K63

& 1086

Your partner plays the Queen
and declarer the Ace. A trump
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is led to an honour in dunmy, on
which your partner discards a
club. One more trump is played,
followed by the Qneen of dia-
monds from dummy on which
East plays the ¢ and declarer the
5. You rightly take with the
King. What do vou lead next?

Ans: The knave of Spades.

Declarer is obviously trying
o get a discard in  the diamond
suit and you must be in o hurry
to wreck his plan.  The declarer
must have one more ace in
additon to the ace of clubs
for his opening bid, if not both
the missing aces. If he has both
it is immaterial what vou play,
[or the contract is cold. So take
the view that he has only one of
the aces. [If it is the ace of
spades, vou cannot set the con- .
ract, {or his losers are only ope
spade and two diamonds. Bur
if it is the ace of diamends, the
contract can be sct provided he
has three spades. The spade suit
must be attacked, attacked imme-
diately, and attacked righ’. The
complete deal was :

ngz
AQ Jo2
& Q Jimnaz
& ; .
K]aj A7 6
38(&1; 3--7
L N ®985
& oo ‘KQ(|543
TR
:E(m!’,m}{
L B
" IR
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4. South dealer, vulaerability
immaterial, the bidding has pro-
ceeded:

South West North East

_ 1C
?

What do you, South, bid, -

holding: S. K QJ 104, H. J2,
D.Ab65C. 8737

Ans: Two spades.

We suppose you would say it
is childishly simple, but you
would be surprised at the number
of players who miss this obvious
bid. You have to make up for
the fact that vou passed origi-
nally. The bid is not necessarily
forcing. ‘FThe opener must bid
" agaln if he has opened on a fair
hand, but may pass if he started
with less than normal require-
ments.

5. West dealer, North-South
vulnerable, the bidding has pro-
ceeded:

West North East South
— —_— — S
— I XT — g H
— 38 — 48

West leads the King and Ace of

diamonds, and following his part-’

ner's peter, a third diamond.
‘What is declarer’s best play for
the hand? The North-South
hands are given below: '
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Notth
Q-mBz

L A
¢Jis
&KQJss3
South

#AK]Jgs3

CAQT54

46

A

Ang: Ruff the Queen of

diamonds with an hanour, cash the
black acesand lead asmall trump,
On the bidding East is more
likely to have the King of hearts
than West. If the trumps break
3—2 there is no problem. If
they break worse, there is the
chance that the hand with foyr
trumps has also four cluhbs.

- 6. East-West vulnerable, West
dealer, the bidding quite adven-
turous, has proceeded:

West  North East South

- - — 18
2D a2 H — 28
— 35 — 4D
— 4H — 68§

West leads the Queen of clubg
You are South. Your hand apd:
the dummy are given below.
How do you proceed to piay?

: North

sg:(?ggs-;
Q 4

1082
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South

$AKJag2
L B

¢ AB743
$ A

Ans: The best play, we would
say the only play, is dummy
reversal. If the tiumps break
even the contract is easily made
Ly ruffing hearts provided the
latter are not distributed worse
than 4-2 in the opponents’ hands.
If the trumps do not break, the
heart suit may, and that wonn]fi
be enough. To rufl declarer’s
losing diamonds in the dummy
is not sound play. The general
pattern of the hands would indi-
cate that west has six diamonds
t the King. Lacking the Ace
and Queen, and the King of
Clubs West would not have
risked a vulnerable overcall at the
2-level without a six-card suit.

7. South dealer, North-Scuth
vulnerable, the bidding has pro-
ceeded:

South West Nocth FEast

1 C — 1S —
?

What do you, South, bid, hold-
ing:5.K QJ 2 H AQ
D.g3 C.AK 542

Ans: Four Spades.

Do not bid three spades.
Partner might have made an one
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over one response  with one
honour trick or less, The prac-
tice among good players now-.
a-days is to make such a response,
especially over one club or one
diamond, in ::u;u.ilZ on weak hands
rather than bid "one no-~trump.
With a poor hand partner is sure
to, and at liberty to, pass. It is
true that on a bad trump break
and finesses going wrong, four
spades may be set, but the risk
is definitely worth taking.

Another point to remember is
that a jump to Iour Spades
does not rule out a slam. There
is a notion among certain plavers
thata leap to game in responder’s
suit is a shut-out bid. It is noth-
ing of the sort. The bid tells
partner that the opener has a
good hand with thumping sup-
port in trumps, and that game
is a certainty even with pracucally
nothing in the responder’s hand, .
If the responder has additional
values which his bid of one over
one has not” disclosed, he may
make a slam try. In fact he-
should, holding something like
this: 8. A 10 4 3, H. K ¢ 8,
D. Kiny2,C.Q6.

While three spades is a Dad
Ind, there is a worse one, and
that is a leap to asking hids. An
asking bid at this stage may be
nothing more than asking for
trouble, for the response might
have been made on a holding
as thinas: S.1098 4, H. K 8 3,
D.QJ2C Q82
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Edited by T. S. CHANDRASEKARAN

‘The newly constituted Editovial
«Committee appear to be deter-
mined to bring out the Indian
Bridge World more regularly and
it is hoped that they will succeed
in their endeavour despite the ap-
parent indifference of members.
Two new features are being
included from this issne, Firstly
a simplified summary of Culbert-
son’s bidding which, though 1t
started as a rejoinder to the vari-
ous point count systems advo-
<cated in recent times, will cer-
tainly serve as a useful guide to the

* newcomer to contract. The éx-
Auction Bridge player will, for
one, find it immensely useful and
instructive.

Secondly the Problems Sectinn
which was not published in the
Yast issue will henceforth be
edited by a new member assisted
by a Committee. The problems
will, in fact, be vastly simpler and
' more to the average
player and .the heginner rather
than the expert. No prizes are

being offered for the correct
answers as before, and readers are
requested to compare their answers
with the official answers which are
being published separately in
the same issue. We trust this
will prove more interesting * 1o,
readers.

The experts had their duy on
gbth January, 1953, when the
‘Fhyagarovanagar Social  Club
arranged a  Par Contest on
the lines of the Auvstralian

World Olympic of 1951, Sixteen

specially selected hands each in-
volving a subtle point of play were
set by Mr, K. C. Ramarvatnam

of the T. 8. C. The hands were:

all very instructive and interesting
and covered a variety of safety
plays and advanced technique.
Much of the success of the event
was due to the immense zeal of
the tournament conductor, My.
T. S. Duraiswamy lIyer, who
along with the other members
of the Committee, Messrs. T, R.
Samoo Iver, P. 8. Sundaresa
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Iyer, 5. 8. §. Iyer and the writer
did the necessary spade workin
scrutinising the hands, copymng
and typing out instructions, pas

details, erc. A review of some of

the interesting deals appears
elsewhere in this 1ssue.

The popularity of the Par
Contest is so great that more
and more local clubs are think-
ing of arranging similar events.
The Madras United Club deserve
to be congratulated on getung
sixteen selected deals, par pointed
by Mr. M. J. Sullivan, organser
and author-in-chiel of the last
Australian Olympic. This event
which had.been originally sche-
duled to take place on 23rd Mav.,
1953, was played on 18th July,
tg53. Details of the 16 deals and
how they w.re plaved together

with Mr. Sullivan’s comments

will appear in thc next issuc
Mt‘angg?le' the deals are being
sent to Trichy and Coimbatore
and we hope that bridge
enthusiasts will avail themselves
of the opportunity 10 play these
hands.

Four tournaments were con-
ducted in Madras City since our
last report, viZ., e B. & C. Mills
Assistants’ Association, the Chen-

napuri Andhra Maha Sabha,

the Mylapore Club, (as part of
their Golden Jubi celebra-
tions) and the Madras United
Cluly respectively. The com-
plete results were :

‘ 4
THET'NAGAR SOCIAL CLUB
PAR CONTEST, 1953.
Nerth-South : Foint Winners :
Sri P. 5. N. Sarma
,» M. Sunderraj
&
S5 P. 5. Reddy
A S, Gini

East-West © Foint Winners

LR

Sri  P. 8. Natarajan
.. V. Kuppuswamy

Sri T. K. N. Panikkar
A. Sreeramalu Naidu

THE B. & C. MILLS
ASSISTANTS’ ASSOCIATION
TOURNAMENT, 1953,

RAnock-oui Team of Four.
I§inners : (T’ Nagar Social Club}
$n K. C. Ramaratnam
T. Ramachandra Rao
Q. Devarajan
G. K. Gopalaswamy
T. S. Chandrsekaran,

n
b2
.

Runners-up {Vijayawada Team)

Sn P. Tilak
Subbaramiah

A. Ramamoorthy
P. R. Sastri.

Progressive Duplicale
Winners (Mudafiar’s team)

Sri M. K. Srinivasa Mudaliar
T. M. Kasturi

. C. Devarajan

,» G. Hanumantha Rao.

» A Sriramulu Chetty.

i3]

»
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Runners-up (Modern  Institute of Sri R. Sankaran

Commerce).

Sri S. Narasimhan
» 8, K. Subramanian
» K. Guru Dyt
» M. R. Knshnan,
Pairs Progressive :
North South Wingers
Sri Namberumalizh
»  Elayya
North-South Rurners-up -
Sri R. Sankaran
» M. Sunderraj
East-West Winners -
Sri N, 8. Shankar
» G. K. Chidambaram
East-West Runners-up :
Sri M. Venkateswaran
» C. Rajasekbharan,
THE CHENNAPURI
ANDHRA MAHA SABHA
TOURNAMENT, 1G53-
Knock-out Team of Four

Winners | (P. S. Reddi’s Team)
Mrs. K. Hashim

Sri P. 8. Redd;

» A S Giri

» B, Hanumantha Rao
Dr. 8. T. Achar.

Runners-up (Gopalaswamy’s Team)
Sri G K. Gopalaswamy
» . Devarajan
» T. R, Ramachandra Rao
» K. C Ramaratnam
s» I, 8. Chandrasekaran.
Progressive Duplicate -
i ’imm; (Modern  Institate  of
ce
# 8. K. Subramanian

» P.S.N. Sarma
s T. 8. Chandrasekaran.
Rumners-up : (M. C. Q. Py :
Sri K. Balasubramanian
» A, K, Tirumalai
. G. V. Raghava Rao
» Jagannatha Cherty
Progressive Patrs
North-South Winners :
Sri M. K. Srinivasa Mudaliar
& Sei T. M. Kasturi.
North-South Runners-up :
Sei M. R. Krishnan
K. Gury Dutt,
Eqnsi-West Winners :
Sri 8. Ethirajulu Chetty
& Sri Damodara Mudaliar,
Fast-West Runners-up :
S C. Devarajan & S G. K.
Gopalaswamy,

& Sri

Individual Championship L

“Winner :
Sri T. R. Samoo Iyer.

Runner-up :

Sri Damodara Mudaliar.

The Individual Championship
was a special feature of this year's
tournament and a Rolling Trophy
has been donated by Sy P,
Ramanujiali, for this event,

THE MYLAPORE CLUB ‘
(GOLDEN JUBILEE)
TOURNAMENT, 1953,

Duplicate Knock-out (V. S Rama.

sundaragn Rolling Trophy)

Winners : (Gopataswamy's Team)

» G, Devarajan
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Sri K. C. Ramaratnam
» P. S. Sadasi\’an
» T. Ramachandra Rao.
Runners-up (Modern Institute of
Commerce)
Bri K. 8. Narayana
S. Narasimham
K. Guru Dutt
’» M. R. Krishnan
» K Sakaranm Kao.
Progressive Duplicate
H”ifr:er: . (Devarajan’s Team)
Sri  C. Devarajan
” S. T. Achar
T. R. Samoo Iyer
G, K. Gopalaswamy
P, 8. Sadasivan. _
Runners-up : (The Modern Insti-
tule of Commerce and the Mylapore
Club teams tied for the second place).
Modern Institute of Commerce :
Sri M. Sunderraj -
P, 5. N. Sarma
R. Sankaran
T. 5. Chandrasckaran.
Mylapore Club :
Sri N. Ramaratnam
B. Ramamurthy
G. N. Chari
s»  R. Sundararaman.
Progressive Pairs
North-South Winners
(Modern Fusiitute of Commerce).
Sri K, Guru Dutt
M. R. Krishnan.
Runners-up .
Sri A, R. Krishnaswamy
» B. Ramamurthy. '
East-West Winners : Mylapore Club,
Sri (. N. Chari .
R. Balaraman,

1
1

1

b
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Runners-up : Madern Institute of
Commerce.

Sri R. Sankaran
» 5. K. Subramanian.

THE MADRAS UNITED
CLUB TOURNAMENT, ig53.

Duplicate Knock-out Team of Four
Minners : Reddy’s team :
Sri P. 5. Reddy
» A8, Gin
Dr. 8. T. Achar
Sri B, Hanumantha Raa
T.K.N. Panikkar

Runners-up -
Chennapuri Andhra Maka Sabha :

5ri Jagannatha Chetty
Annapurriah
»» Raghava Rao
,» Gopal Chetry

Progressive Duplicate
Modern  Institute  of

1

1

Hinners :
Commerce

Sri K. S. Narayana

S. K. Subramanian
R. Sankaran

» P.8.N. Sarma,

Runners-up : Sundaram Iyer’s team

Sri K. R. Sundaram Iyer
M. R. Duraiswamy

» P. 5. Sundaresa Iyer
Dr. K. L. Naravana Ran.

bE]

»

ka4

Progressive Pairs :
North-South Winners .
Club).

Sri  N. Ramaratnam
» B Ramamurthy

{(Mylapore
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North-South Runners-up :
Chennapurt Andhra Maha Sabha.

Sri Ramanujiah
Subba Rao.

Fast-West Winners : (T" Nagar
Social Club)

S5ri G. K. Gopalaswamy

. K. C. Ramaratnam.
Easi-West Runners-up (T’ Nagar
Social Club).
Sri A. Ganesan
»» I. 8. Chandrasekaran.
Master Pairs : Winners ( Modern
Institnte of Commerce)

Sri R. Sankaran
» P. 8. N. Sarma.

Rumners-up (T Nagar Social Club)

51 K. C. Ramaratnam
» G. K. Gopalaswamy,
Individual Championship :
Winner :
Sri  P. Eliah (M.C.O.P.).
Runner-up :
Sri 8. Narasimham (M.1.C.).
Par Contest :
North-South Winners :
S G. K. Gopalaswami
»» T. 8. Chandrasekaran
Runners-up :
Dr. S8.T. Achar
Sri  B. Hanumantha Rao
East-West Winners ;
Sri R. Sankaran
» 3. K.Subramaniam
Runners-up :
Sri K. C. Ramaratnam
» T.R.Ramachandra Rao

Twomofussil tournaments were
-also held during the summer

7
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months, one at Tanjore by the
Tanjore Union Club, and the
other at Karaikudi by the Town
Club, Karaikndi. th  were
well contested and all the leading
teams {rom the City and the
Districts competed in the various
events. The Madras team led
by Sri A. M. R. Davidar swept
the boards in all the events in the
Tanjore tournament, but the
mofussilites had their own in the
Karatkudi tournament.

TANJORE UNION CLUSB
TOURNAMENT, 1g53.
Duplicate Team of Fowr Knock out :
Winners : (Madras Team).
Sri A.M.R. Davidar
P. S. Reddy
,, Hanumantha Rao
» Gir
Runners up : ( Tiruvayyaru Team)
Sri G. Sundaram
V. Subramania Iyer
Panchapakesan
» Dr. T. M. Pillai
Master Pairs :
Winners © -
S A. M. R. Davidar
,,» Hanumantha Rao
Runners-up :
Sri P. 5. Reddy
R ¢ 141
Pragressive Pairs :
N.S. Winners :
Sri A, M. R. Davidar
Hanumantha Rao
E. W. Winners :
Sri P. S. Reddy

» Gid

1

3
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_The Town Club, Karaikudi,
held its first Presidency Contract
Bridge Tournaments on 5-7-'53.
and the following four days.
The  matches were  held
in the spacious hostel of the
Alagappa College, Karaikudi.
‘In the unavoidable absence
of Dr. Alagappa Chettiar, who
had kindly consented to preside
and distribute the prizes, Sri Sa.
Ganesan, presided and distributed
the prizes to the Winners and
Runners-up on 20-5-'53. Teams
from  Gobi, Tiruchi, Tanjore,
Madura, Virudhunagar, Kotha-
mangalam, Devakottal, and
Karaikudi took part in the Tourn-
naments. At the end, Sti M.R.S.
Manickavel Chettiar, President
of the Tournameut Committee,
entertained all the compehitors
to 'rea'

The following are the Winners
and Runners-up in the varions
ovents

Duplicate knock-out, Team of four:

I inners {Rothamangaiam Neboru
Club) : .

Sri L. Natesan .
.+  Rm. Kuttian Chetuar

» Rm. Olagappan )
S.Ry.Sa. Muthia Chettiar

12

Runners-up : | Pevakotlar United
Club).
St 8T Chary
T, Sundararajan
(. Srinivasan
A. Sundararajan
1. R. Sundararajan

Progressive Duplicate.
Winners (Gobichettipaigyam) :
Sri K. R. Sundararajan
» G. K. Nanjunda Fyer

» G. N. Jarayaman
» J- Subramaniam

Runners-up (Union Club, Tiruchi):

Sri M. A. Arunachalam Chettiar
»» LCtSp.L, Lakshmanan

Chettiar
,» R. Rethinam

,, Cherian

Master Pairs:

Winners (City Club, Tiruchi) :
Sri E. N, Mylappan
5 Ao K. SBherifuddin
Runners-up (Union Club, Tirucki):
Sri MLA. Arunachalam Chettiay
» L. Ct. Sp. L. Lakshmanan
Chettiar
Progressive Pairs.

Winners (North-South) :
“Devakottai nited Club)
Sri C. Srinivasan

» -\ Sundararajan

Runners-up - Madura Union club:)

Sri Ramalingam
s Sundararajan

Winners {(Easi-West) CGobichetti-
palayam) :

Sri G, N. Jayaraman
s J. Subramaniam
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Ranners-up (Nehru Club, Kotha-
mangafam) :
Sei N. Ar. Arunachalam

Chettiar
»» Ramanarayan

MADRAS CITY LEAGUE
TOURNAMENT, 1953.

Twelve teams have competed
for the annual League tournament
prganised by the League Com-
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mistec. The Ml e
were played on' €.
and the series will be

4

every week, with a few exceptions,
t953. Al .

tilt s5th September,
the local tearns  have en

for the event and it is hoped thht
they will put up a spirited fight -

this vear and try to prevent
the 'I‘S’Nagar Social Club, Cham-
pions for the last two sessions,
from winning for the third year
n succession.
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The spectaters nearly had hearte
faifure during the bidding of this
freak hand from one of the
matches in the women’s eveni at
the 1950 Evropean Champion-
ships. ‘

Sonth and West passed, North
hid One DHamond, South Two
Spades, North Three Clubs, South
Three Spades, North Four Clubs
and South Four Hearts, which
Narth passed ! Obviously a costly
Fast

bliged by doubling. South hur-
mdfy bid Five Clubs and North

o,

a defiant Six, which was passed
out.

It transpired that this pair
were vsing Four Clubs as a form
of Blackwood. Sowih’s Four
Hearts being the conventional
response to show one Ace, a fact
overlooked by North. The sfam
went down, however, after the
bright lead of & A followed

by & 2.

A misunderstanding over the
meaning of a call of Four No-
Trumps is apt to prove costly.

The three provisions Jisted in

last week™s article are reasonably

simple and cover the great majo-
rity of cases where pussible ambi-.
guity wmnght arise.

South fer instance, opens One-
Diamond, North bids One Spade
and South Two No-Trumps.
North holds - .

KQoG3: K¥Q 10y,
¢3$ A

A bid of Four No-Trumps will.
be read as non-conventional, as
all three of the provisions to this
effect  are in operation. He
should first bid Three Heares §
Il South™s next call is Thyee
Spades Four Spades or Four
Hearts North can make an up-
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mistakable Blackwaod inguiry,
afier Aces.

Controversial situations some-
times arise from a forcing take-
out. After One Heart—Three
Diamonds, Three No-Trumps,
Four No-Trnmps, some players
maintain that the last bid is
natural. This is quite wrong.
Responder may well have forced
on the strength of exceptional
support for Hearts or he may
have a set-up Diamond suit.
Unless Four No-Trumps can be
used in its Blackwood sense, the
player has no way of checking
up on his partner’s Aces. His
hand might he this :

d6WAKSB63KQimn8
$ AK 2

In this case responder had no
time to agree Hearts hefore using
Blackwood. The. next situation
is different : One Heart—Two

s
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Spades ; Two No-Trumps—Four
No-Trumps. Here responder has
passed up the opportunity to
support Hearts or rebid Spades.
He is evidently trving to coax
opener into hidding a slam in  No-

Trumps if his hand is better than

a minimum,

Another  situation :
Diamond — Two Spades ; Three
Diamonds — Three No-Trumps ;
Four No-Trumps. Opener’s hand:

)39 A6,0AK 0753
$Q6

This example appeared in a
recent magazine article which is
likely to cause confusion. It was
suggested that Four-No-Trumps
should be treated as natural, as
otherwise it was impossible to
find a suitable bid. The writer
fails 1o appreciate that a natural
raise to Four No-Trumps on this
hand is an absurd underbid.

PRINTED AT THE MADRAS LAW [UURNAL PRESS, MYLAPORE, MADRAS.
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SQUEEZE TECHNIQUE

By M. ]. SuLrivan, Brispane, AustRALIA,

Tur Sgueeze undoubtedly

is- one of the most fascinating,
effective, and spectacular, wea-
pons in the armoury of any
declarer. A thorough knowledge

- of the potency of this powerful

ally makes it easy for a resource-
ful player to climinate entirely
the necessity to take many a
losing finesse—while even the
stiff iurdles which adverse dis-
tributions so often provide van
frequently be surmounted by
an intelligent  application  of
squeeze technique,

A really comprehensive analy-
sis of squeeze principles and
procedure would require the en-
tire space of an enlarged edition
of this magazine. In the limited
space of the current article,
therefore, it will not be possible
to include more than a wvery
brief summary of principles, sup-
plemented by a few useful hints
on technique,

The tollowing  diagrams,
partray the end plays incidental

*

to the squeezes which arise mast
frequently in actual everyday
play. Im every instance, the
coniract may be either Clubs
or No-trump. Provided South
is on lead, the declarcr (cither
North or South} by laying down
the squeeze card (d 2), can win
every. remnaining trick with case
in examples 1, 3, 4 and 6. "
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IMPORTANRCE OF POSITION.

No. 2 diagram cdepicts an
endplay where, because @ Q
is wrongly . placed, no squecze
against East is possible, To
ensure an East-West trick, East
simply discards from the same
suit as North does. But, trams-
pose 4 ) and ¢ 2 (as in diagram
), and East is brought inexorably

into the jaws of the vioe,
This little analysis of the sieu-

ations depicted in examples 2

and 3 reveals the - fundamental

“

*
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principle that, to squerze the
player sitting dnder the squeest
card {East in those cases) over
#wo suits, the one-tard threat
(with one special exception} must

be located in the same hand as
the squeeze card,

The player sitting over ithe
squeeze card (West in those
cases), however, may be sabjected
1o the agency of 3 two-suit
squecze regardless of where the
ohe-card threat happens to be
focated. Take -another lock at

ame 1. In this situation,
West is squeezed with the one-
card threat nestling opposue
the squeeae card.  But West can
be squeesed just as effectively
if ¢0Q isput into the Sputh
hand and @ 2 transferred to
Morth.

Sprrr THREATS.

Regarding the afore-mentioned
exception to the impossibility of
applying & two-suit squeeze to
the player sitting under  the

squecze card uniess the one-card

threat is located in the same hand
as the syupeze card, study the
tayout of diagram 4.

In that diagrage, although the

" one-card threat is not so located,

an effective two-suit squeeze can
be operated on East. This is
due entirely to what i known
rechnically as a split threat—
a term used to designate 2 hold-
ing of asuit which contains a
top card in either hand as well as

g

at least & three-eard length o the
portion opposite the onc-card
threat, Note the existence of
these  requirements  provided
by the distribution of the Heart
suitin diagram 4. And, if North’s
¥ g or W 3 isreplaced, by, say,

a losing Diamond, the position,

fundamenially, would not be
altered.

Split threats derive their poten-
cy from the fact that a card of the
suit may, if necessary, be dis-
carded on the squeeze card;
without diminishing the power
of the threats.

Tre Viesna Coup.

Observe that, in example 5,
East merely discards from the
same suit as North to aveid being
squeezed.  But observe also what
the position would have been
had §A been played off earlier—
the exact situation degicted in
diagram 3. This early play of
a top card which, at the same,
tisme, sets up & card in an oppo-
peni’s hand as the master card
of the suit, knewn as the Vienna
Coup, is alse a fundamental
principle of squeeze technique.
Visuatise the cards that will
remain  opposite  yoir  squeeze
card when same is led and, i at
that &stage, it is necessary to
bare a top card in order to retain
the entry-threat intact, play off
that top card while still holding
eatry to the (other) hand contain-
ing the squeeze card,
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ENTRY-THREATS ESSENTIAL.

Another principle, very obvious
in all these situations, is. that a
two-card or longer entry-threat
must always be located 'in the
hand  oppesite  the  squeeze
card, Note that, in every
diagram, this particular require-
ment is met by the distribution
of the Heart suit.

The five first diagrams portray
the commonest situations where-
in one particular adversary may
be squeezed over two suits, i.e.,
simple squeezes. Situations in
which either, or both, opponents
may be squeezed over three
suits, such as those depicted
in diagram 6 above or in diagrams
7 and 8 below, are termed com-
plex. So numerous is this family
of complex squeezes and so radi-
cally different are the characteris-
tics of its various members, that,
because of space limitations, noth-
ing beyond passing reference to
them can be attempted here.
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THREE-SuIT SQuEEZES.

If,  without sacrificing wital
threats or entry-threats, it is not
possible to bring the combined
hands within one trick of con-
tract, no squeeze exists unless
one adversary is holding the
guards in three suits and the
combined hands are—or can
be-—hrought to within two tricks
of the contract. Diagram 6
illustrates such a situation. In-
- dispensable  requirements for
such a sqeeze nearly always are
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a two-card, or longer, entry
threat in each hand together
with a one-card threat over the
player to be squeezed. In the
example referred to, West is
helpless because of the presence
of these threats. Give West's
hand to East, however, and the
latter cannot be squeezed. But
transposc ¢ J and ¢ 2 in the
North-South hands, and FEast
will then be as impotent as is
West in the actual diagram !

Example 7 is one of the com-
monest of several situations where-
in both opponents can be squeezed
over three suits. A basic re-
quirement for this type of squeeze
is that the guards in two suits
must be held by separate oppo-
nents, with each of them holding
a2 guard in the remaining suit.
Note, that in this diagram, West
has the Heart guard, East the
Diamond guard, and both of them
a Spade guard,

The principle to remember
about this particular squecze
is that the two-card (or longer)
threat against hoth epponents
must be held over the adversary
who holds the single guard.
Transpose the East-West hands
in the diagram and a squeeze
will develop only if the Heart
and Spade suits in the North-
South hands are also transposed.

REPEATED SQUEEZES.

In some complex situations, an
opponent is subjected to repeated
squeezes, Diagram 8 illustrates

such a situation. Clubs afe
trumps and South has still three
of them remaining. When 1
trump is led, West, to prevent
Diamonds being established by a
rufl, is squeezed out of a Heart
or Spade. Dummy discards from
the same suit and then cashes the
Ace thereof. This is the Vienna
Coup which leaves East with the
master card of the suit. ¢ K
is then cashed for a discard from
the other major suit in South.
A Diamond ruff, followed by the
last trump, squeezes hoth oppo-
nents inexorably,

GEeNerazn Hins,

1. If the hands are, or can
only be brought to within twe
tricks of contract, a squeeze can
develop only if one opponent
holds the guards in three  suits,

2. If the hands are, or can be
brought to, within one trick of
contract, it may be possible to
squeeze  either opponent over
wo suits, or hoth of them over
three.

3. If more than one or two
{as the case may be) seemingly
inescapable losers are held, the .
count must be rectified early in
the play of the hand by delibera-
tely losing one or more tricks.
A hold-up on the opening lead
15 often effective for this purpose.
(There are exceptions to this
requirement but they occur so
rarely that they may be ignored
for practical purposes).

4. If it is apparent that hoth
opponents hold guards in a suit
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where it is necessary to establish
a one-card threat against a parti-
cular opponent, the guard or
guards in the hand of the other

opponent must either he removed
or ruffed out,

5. Before playing to the very
first trick, visualise the discard
that will have to he made from
the opposite hand when, later
on, the squecze card is fed. If,
to retain intact the entry-threat
in that hand, it then will he
necessary to bare another top
card there, unblock hy playing
off that card as soon as passible
{(Vienna Coup).

6. Always choose a redundant
card from the opposite hand
when discarding on the ‘squeeze
card. Should it be necessary
to discard from one of the threats
embodied there, select the suit
which intervening opponent has
#ot discarded. Then play im-
mediately the suit which he has
discarded.

7- Exercise care in choosing
the squeeze card, which, usually,
is the {ast card of a long suit in
declarer’s own hand, Occasion-
ally, however, it may be the
last card of a shorter suit in the
dummy, after declarer’s own long
suit has been entirely, or par-
tially, played out.

DEFENCE.

If the declarer has been dealt
a truec squeeze, defenders can do
nothing to ward off the pressure. .
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In many cases, however, they
can completely frustrate declar-
er’s attempt to set up a squeeze
situation ; in others, by co-oper-
ative discarding, they can avert
the mortification of discovering
too late that they
hoaxed and victimised by a
pseudn-squeeze  or,  equally
galling, by a squeeze which,
although ultimately perfect, could
have been killed earlier.

Main principles of defence
against impending, or pseudo-
squeczes are :

1. Attacking  the  threats,
especially the entry-threats, at
every opportunity,

2. Refusing to assist declarer
to rectify the count.

5. Abstention from discarding
a first, second, third, or even
fourth-round guard of any suit
that partner may have to un-
guard in order to hold others. It
is sometimes vital to hang on like
grim death to an innocuous-
looking holding such as 7-2 or
6-3-2 of a suit in order to relieve
the pressure on partner's hand.

4. When sitting over  dummy,
avoid shedding a guard to the
entry-threat reposing there; if
sitting under dummy, hold the
guards in the entry-threat andfor

" single threat, suits that declarer

is actually, or probably, holding.
As a general rule, when con-
fronted with the problem of which

have been -

ENP——
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suit to unguard, discard from
the suit in which the threat
is held over you. In conformity
with this principle, when, in
diagram g, Declarer leads the
& z squeeze card, West sheds
a Heart and not a Spade or
Diamond, Note that, if West is
unwise encugh to part with
cither a Spade or Diamond, South
has merely to play the unguarded
suit immediately to win all the

9

tricks ; but if West follows the
principle enumerated and sheds
a Heart, North-South win an
extra trick in Hearts but lose a
Spade or Diamond at the end,

If, in consequence of this
article, even a few readers im-
prove their knowledge of squeeze
technique, it will not have been
written in vain,



LIGHT BUT NOT SOUND
By P. 5. N. Sarma.

With greater specialisation in
bidding, some of the old conven-
tions 4re tending to disappear.
In fashionable circles, opening
bid requirements, like the bathing
costume, are getting progressive-
ly abbreviated. We shall soon
have the spectacle of experts
opening the bidding in order to
advertise the weakness of their
hands and not to show their
strength, even as the Bikini is
worn to serve the purpose of
clothing in reverse.

I don’t like the Bikini, and 1

don’t like the light opening bid.-

I have no pretensions to being an
expert, and readers may be
tempted to compare me to
a bull in- a china shop when I
venture into a subject on which
the high priests have pronounced
judgment. Call me a presump-
tuous parvenn if you like, or a
hide-bound die-hard, ‘but my
aversion to the light opening
bidis based on what I consider
sound reasoning, and in the
following paragraphs I shall try
to substantiate my view,

Having expressed that view,
however, I must qualify it with a
number of if’s and but’s.

One is that a shaded bid is
passable strategy in progressive
bridge, but an unsound practice
in total point duplicate and in
rubber bridge. In the former,
one is not bothered about game
prospects, but must strive after

!

the match-point bid---game, slam,
part-score, or sacrifice. In rub-
ber bridge, on the other hand,
and to a great extent in aggregate
team-of-four, game is the main
objective, and no great harm
can result from passing up an
indifferent hand. 1In progressive
bridge, again, you may get dou-
bled at a low contract and lose
1100 points ; the result is only
a2 bottom score which can be
neutralised by a top score in a
subsequent deal. But to lose
1100 points in rubber bridge
or aggregate team-of-four might
very well mean losing the match
altogether. A light opening may
lead to a heavy penalty. It is
playing with fire,

A sub-minimal opening can be
made, and is made, n third

position. The raison d’etre of the |

shaded third hand bid is that
the opener is under no ohligation
to rebid, and no response made
by partner is forcing and may be
passedd, But the shaded bid must
be intelligent. In the words
of Goren, “In third pesition,
the bidding may be opened with
as little as 11 points, provided a
Sairly good suit is held” (italics
m'ne). The qualification serves to
avert major tragedies. For inst-
ance, it is perfectly sensible to bid
One Spade in third position on:

@AJ1084, W ]2 $ A0
53 & J 3, butit is stupid to
open the hidding on : :
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dArioz, WK53 A8;5
4, & J54.

In fourth position also one
may shade the requirements a
bit, because one need not rebid.
In match points events in parti-
cular the light opcnixﬁg may
be effective, because the high
card strength is most probably
distributed evenly round the table,
and whoever gets in with a bid
might win the part score and the
match point. It follows that
for the fourth hand opening
to be profitable, the opener’s
strength must bhe in the major
suits, as otherwisc, opponenis
can outhid him and secure the
part score themselves. It is very
poor tactics to open the bidding
on this holding in fourth position :

$dABL YA 88642
& A 10g 7. In the deal from
which the hand is taken, South
opened the bidding after three
passes, and opponents bid and
made Two Hearts, the complete
deal being :

There are several reasons why
a light opening bid in first and
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second position should be avoi-
ded. The first and most cle-
mentary is that the bid may be
challenged at the one level and
partner may turn up with one of
those hands which ought to be
banned by law. To go three
down 'in a contract of one in a
suit is a blow not only to a
player’s morale, but also to his
amour propre. It is indefensible
because it is so easily avoidable.

I give below as an illustration
the following deal from the final
of one of the City tournaments in
which East, dealer, opened the
bidding, and East-West alto-
gether made four bids on their

‘sparse holdings, before North

stepped in and doubled * for
keeps .

East dealer :
EasT-West vulnerable -
& 104
YAK ]2
$KQgqg
. dAKJg -~
32 AK
V86543 3!09975
®AB75 '
&3 $Q86;54
#QJ86
\ i
$Jiwob3
oy

The bidding :
East Sourn West Norrm
1C Pass 1D Pass

1S Pass I NT D'ble
28 Pass * Pass D'ble
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On a Diamond lead the con-
tract was set three tricks, instead
of two, because, as often happens,
declarer tried to restrice  his
losses to one trick.

The second, and also sotnewhat
clementary, reason why one
should not open light first or
second in hand is that partner
may make a bid that is forcing
by all the rules, and one may
not be able to bid further without
courting disaster. Suppose you
open one Heart on this hand :

#A83 WKB753 ¢ 10
2, & A 5 4, and partner responds
Two Diamonds, what is your next
bid? The sketchy Heart suit
is not worth a rchid. Two Noe
trumps is a strong bid unwarran-
ted by the hand. A pass is out
of the question, for partner’s
Two Diamonds is forcing for one
round—unless the partnership is
playing a secret system of its
own, which, of course, would be
uncthical. The response might
have been made on anything
between two and three and a
half honour tricks. A game or
even a part score is out of the
question on this hand uvnless
partner can produce a regular
opening hand. If he has such a
hand, he will open the bidding, or
double your left hand opponent’s
opening, and then is the moment
for valour ; at your first call,
discretion must rule and valour
can wait, . ]

Returning to the hand let us
astume that you open and part-
ner responds.. Two = Diamonds.
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As the least of several evils
you will choose Two Hearts as
your rebid, Partner will raise
to four holding :

$#964,9A92,¢KQ863,
& K 3. On a Spade lead the
contract will go down a mini-
mumn of one trick, and partner
will not feel too satisfied with
you.

The situation could be infinite-
ly worse. Partner’s response to
your one Heart may be one No=
trump with the minimum require-
ments for that bid. It may be
doubled for a very heavy penalty.
And this time partner will make
no effort to restrain his language.

It is not only the chimerical
game that will result from an
unsound opening, but also the
chimerical slam. I remember
two almost consecutive Ceals in
a practice team-of-four game.
The North-South hands in the
first deal were :

NORTH SoutH
' K éA]
$AKQ2 $igb653
+J8 ¢KQg
S Aioby 97

In Room No. 1, South opened
One Heart, North bid Four
No-trumps  (Blackwood), South
Five Diamonds, and North Six
Hearts. In Room No. 2, South
passed, North opened one Heart
and South bid Four Hearts and
that closed the auction. A Club
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was led-in both rooms, and the
player who bid a slam finessed
the Knave of Spades as the only
chance of making the contract, lost
and went down two instead of one,

Notth’s slam  effort * was
perfectly in  order, so was
the play of the Spade suit.
The finesse might have succeeded
and the contract made—
it was a fifty-fifty chance. (When
a finesse like this succeeds, one
of the paradoxes of bridge, name-
ly, that it is the bad bhid which
sometimes nets the best score,
is illustrated. En passant, one
wonders il hands like the above
do net lend support te the view
held by many that the slam
honus is a sort of unearned income
and the one flaw in total point
duplicate which is acknowledged
on all hands to be the best test
of skill so far devised). Even
if the finesse wins, South’s open-
ing bid remains a had bid.

This was hetter iflustrated in
the other deal.

NorTH SouTH
@Az 75
¥ Qo4 Y AJB8753
®A982 ¢J764
& Q73 & A

The optimistic South again
opened the bidding, and this
time the bidding was :

South  West North East

19 Pass 3 ¥ Pass
49 Pass 59 .

The contract was off by one
trick. At the other table the
bidding was exactly as in the
previous deal. T

The team-of-four final referred
to carlier provided another in-
judicious opening bid by the
losing side. For the losers South,
dealer, opened the bidding with
One Spade and North was
not very much te  blame for
pushing the hidding up to the
six level.

NoRTH Sourk .
#]7602 4AQrog
PAgz Y1086y
$AioBge $KQ
A dholb

Six Spades was off by two
tricks. At the other table West
opened with One Club (the
light opening again, this time
in the dark club suit. Reverting
to oursartorial analogy, one never
knows whether the Club suit is a
lounge suit or a bathing suit

until more of it is revealed).

North doubled, South bid Two
Spades, North Three and South
Four—sound, sensible bids.

Yet another reason why you
should not indulge in the light
opening bid is that partner may
double an overcall made to your
left, and you will be in a quan-
dary. Technically the double is
a penalty double, and you are
under no obligation to take it
out. But when technically your
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opening is incorrect, is the double
entirely your partner’s business ?
It is not. Youare morally respon-
sible for the double in equal
measure with your partner, be-
cause¢ by opening the bidding
you have promised a minimum
‘of defensive values, and it is on
the strength of those values your
partner has acted. Therefore,
when you have opened on a
poor hand, it becomes your duty
to take out the double, but, then,
15 it safe for you to hid again ?
For all you know, if you do, the
boot may be on the other foot.
Your partner might have doubled
the overcall on a strong hand
with all suits well padded, in
which case, your take-out may
not cost you much, though part-
ner will surely stick his neck
out and bid a game which may
not be there, On the other
hand, partner might have doub-
led purely on trump strength
denying support for your suit,
in which case your take-out
may prove disastrous. How
are you to distinguish the one
case from the other? It is a
difficult problem, no douht, but
it is a problem of your own
making. You could have avoided
it if you had remembered that
magic word which averts so
many  tragedies in  bridge,
* Pass .?

To illustrate the foregoing, let
us supposé South opens One
Heart holding :

#KJ65$AQ543 ¢
-J 873, & None. West overcalls
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Two  Clubs, East-West being
vulnerable. North doubles. The
complete deal may be :

& Ag2
¥ 762
$KQio
$Aals

dQiog8s
LK I

If South passes, Kasi-West make
Two Clubs.  If South hids over
the double, North leaps to game
45 much in anger as on the
strength of his cards, and the
contract is defeated.

Suppose the deal was :

#9532
L &LN

If South passes the double,
East-West can make Two Clubs
by average play, or go down one
by bad play. If Souths takes out,
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the take-out will prove worse
than the double. In either case

" North-South will not get a good

score, because if South had passed
East-West would have bid a
raisfit inconveniently high and
got doubled.

Of all the arguments advanced '

in favour of light opening bids,
the most [allacious is that it will
prevent opponents bi_dding their
hands 1o the maximum. To
presume that the other fellow is a
mug is very bad bridge. When
slams are bid and made by
the veriest tyros regardless of
opponets’ opening bids, It 1s
ridiculous to think that your
opening will deter anvbady, It
mav, On occasion, act as a hralsc
on opponents’ bidding, but it
would be 1o their advantage,
Whereas withcut your bid ihey
would have hurtled headlong
inte an unmakeable game or
slam, your light opening mayv be
the red light that helps them
to stop at the right contract.

The light opener always ex-
cuses himself on the plea that
his rebid shows the weakness of

his hand. He has a variety of

these rebids : (1) Pass, (2) One
No-trump, (3) rebid of his suit
{4) raising partner’s suit one level
higher, (5] showing a new suit
at a cheap level. But what he
overlooks is that there 15 no
rebid so weak that it can efface
the guarantee of values held out
by his opening bid. He actually
practices a fraud on his partner. 1

5

would define the light opening bid
as a confidence trick played on
partner, thatis, when it is not an
attempt at suicide. The opening
bid promises certain values, on the
strength of which partner bids
games and slams or doubles
opponents’ bids. But when the
game js not on the cards, when
the slam is imaginary,” and the
double acts as a boomerang,
partner feels badly let down,
He may react badly if he iz
temperamental ; he does not
know whether you are a real
lion or a suckling dove when you
open; he suspects every bid you
make ; he is wary of games
and slams ; wiil not double oppo-
nents’ calls, because he won’t
be knowing whether you hold
1} tricks or g tricks and whether
the partnership is standing on
its feet or on its head. Worse
still, he may develop hyperten-
sinm, or give up bridge altogether.

I must hasten to correct an
impression 1 may have given
that I am a dyed-in-the-wool
rubber bridge player with an
aversion for part scores. Far
from it. I yield to none in my
admiration for those who bid
part scores—the right part scores.
Part score bidding is a real test of
bidding skill-—as much as the
short single is a test of batting
skill. But the light opener some-
what overdoes this  business of
part scores. He is so much
obsessed with halfra-loaf that
he will either throw away the
whole chunk when it is there for
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the asking, or in chasing the
half-loaf he wilf stumhleg inta
the soup. The light opening
15 1ot an aid to part score hidding
—Il 18 A positive obstacle,. The
part score bidder has a fine
array of weapons in his armoury :
t{nrd and fourth hand openings,
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the inferential overcall when op-
ponents’ bidding stops low, the
take-out double after a preti-
minary pass, and so on, The
shaded opening bid is not ong of

them. It is suited only for hara-

kird.

THE M. U. ¢. PAR CONTEST—DEALS
Dreals Set By M. |. Surnwivas, dustrafia,

HAND
& AKg
vQle
$ADs
&P Aragz
HBB2 L)y
Q®Kis Vo5
$ 8653 ¢Ki4
AKQY MoBh
4
33\.1&!&?'—’
' BERLE:
&J75

Dreater @ North, Yul: Nl
Bipnineg eaRr
N-&, tar finishing w4 N Ts or
4+ s 2 Points.
OFricial piointis.
Neorth  Fast Somb  Wea
1dp Pass 1 Pass
4 NTs Pass Pass  Pass
Norsh to play hand in 3 NTs
& ©Q must he Jed by Baa.
INTRUCTIONS.
Nil.,
Praving Par
N-S, for taking p tricks, Hut
anly if 4 second diamond trick
was gstablished befure hearts were
played : 4 Points.
Ciepicral, CoOMMENT
Ripowwe: Good bidders should
encounter no difficulty in reaching
3 )

35 Tsor 4¥s on  the  North.

South cards,

PLay ! ESTARUSHMENT OF NEEDED

TRICK WHILE KILLING DARGEROUS
ENTRY.

North can count ¢ vwe tricks
il heatt finesse succeeds but only
3313t loses ; in latter contingency,
anather ttick will need to be
develuped. Yhis viwal trick can
he found easily in the diamond
wite and should heser up {as
Hisprance against a Insing tinesee
i hearts) helore Pavt's spedes
beveme  established, Lacking
any enny s  dummy  outside
the heart suit, North must play
sale by conceding a tiick 1o § K
wrancdiately - —followed by o held
up in spades prior 1o taking the
heart finessc. Opening lead
shontid be wonand @ Q or § gy
laid down. This is better than
$ A followed by Q@ or § because
West might hold five or mere
diamonds plus @ K.

HAND 2
A..
%Q?f}?ﬁa
$Kg752
pbbu & A3 &Ky
3 4 1
Y5 YAaKly
¢AB 4Q 143
$dKjrogye & Q9
&21743
Y164
¢ 08
db53
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Dealer : East. Vul : N-§
Bupme Par

E-W for finishingin 4 N.Ts:
2 Points.

E-W, for finishing in 5 4es:
1 Poiunz,

Orricial Biobina
East South West  Ngprth

1y Pass 24  Pass
2 N.Ts Pass aN.Ts Pass
Pass Pass

East toplay hand in § N. Ts
Sauth must lead & 4

InstRUCTIONS

North—Take @ A, then lead
& K, followed by ¢ 2il declarer
holds off ; Hold up & A

Sputh.—No [nstruction.
Egst.—No Instruction.

Praying Par

E-W, for taking g tricks
But only i 4 tricks were won
in hearts : 4 Points.

OrFriciar GOMMENT

Bidding : Game is a justifiable
final contract, with 3 N, Ts pre-
ferable to 5 ds.

PLav: FRUSTRATING A UEFENSIVE
ENTRY Kirirmc MANoOEUVRE.

Opponents having knocked out
dummy’s only side entry, East-
should perceive futility of count-
ing more than one club trick.
That trick, plus three in dia-
monds and one in spades, totals

“but five. Therefore, to make
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the hand, four tricks will need
10 be won in hearts,. The @ ¢
must he finessed mmediately
and dummy re-entered with a
cluly for a subsequent finesse of
v

The defence against a colub
contract to eosure three defen-
sive tricks is worth studying.
A heart opening, (rump-Ace hold
up and another heart onslanght
can hold West to ten iricks.

HAND 3

Sig
YKb6532
®Joabs
&]J7 o
K 1o AQRQbGxr43
3!04 :AQS
$ 0843 ®AQ2
#Kicgds &A
872
$Jior
&Ky
Q6432

Dealer @ South, Vol ; E-W

Bioping Par
E-W for finishing in 4 s
2 Points
Orricial,. Bimbineg
South West  North East

Pass Pass Pass f
Pass 1t N, T. Pass 4 i
Pass 5 @ 1! Pasy 6
Pags  Pass Pass

East to play hand in 6 s
South must lead & 8

INsTRUCTIONS

: ik
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PraviNG Par

E-W, for (2 tricks, But only if
hearts were finessed and ruffed, a
diamond discarded on & K, and
the dizamond finesse NOT waken -

4 Points.

OrrFrciar. CoOMMENT

 Bmping : The 6 s OQOfficial
Contract is, of course, ridiculoush
optimistic. Desperation bidding
such as that putlined in the Offi-
cial Sequence would bhe justi-
fable only in 2 contest where
East-West were trailing badly.

Pray: Tmaiveg, pLUs FINEssE-
RErusar.

To tulfil this precarious slam,
Declarer (East) obhviously must
find favourable  distribution,
Twelve tricks can be counted {six
trumps, two hearts including a
successful finesce, one heart rmff,
two top clubs and ¢ A} : Correct
procedure is: 4 K, @ Q. 9A,
& A, heart ruff and discarding
&2

Up to thisstage, the Goddess af
Distribution has been iraly king
and should be asked for nothing
more. Any templation 1o scek
an overtrick by 2 Rnesse in dia-
monds must be resisted, parti-
cularly after the danger signal
of & ] fram North,

If @ Q is finested, South can
take the King to lead a club for
North to ruff with ¢ J, therchy
establishing Sowth's seven-spot as
the selsing trick.

»

HAND 4
¢
800
9842
\ &lg743
z;K‘}mG Q853
Q7 =954
*0Q]J6 ¢ AK?y
& 062 $AQs
$ g4
$AKi10632
® 1053
& K8
Dealer :  West, Vul : Al

Bmobing Pax

E-W, for finishing in :
3 Points. & e

OrriciaL Bipning

West  North FEast  South

1 Pass 3 4 Pass

44  Pass  Pass Pass

West to play hand in 4 s

North must lead ¢ J, and
%mth musiplay WK, $ A and

1o,

IxsTRUCTIONS
Nil,

Praving Pan

E-W, for taking 10 1ricks,
Butonly if & A was played on first
round of that suit for a subsequent
ruff and discard : 4 Points.

Orrictar. CoMMENT,
Bopine : Despite the 34 plus
Honour Tricks, the sltlz)rile
4-3-3-3  distribution of the
East hand should deter that
player from any slam probe
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after West’s rebid has shown a
hand of minimum strength.

" Pray : COUNTING THE
OprpronenTs HaNDs,

Shutting out Norch by o high
ruff of the third round of hearts,
West draws two rounds of trumps
and three of diamonds.  South
now can be counted for exactly
two cards in clubs. Regardless
of whether or not those two
cards include the Kiag, the piav
of & A, followed by a lead of a
low club towards the Queen,
ensures success for West pro-
vided the Queen s played if
North does nat produce the King.
If North has the King, the Queen
will win ; if South has the King,
the trick will be lost but, on
South’s enforced heart return,
West can rufl in onc hand while
discarding a losing club in the
other. '

HAND 5

S KQiog2

YA]s

®AKgan

»d K
@376  EX
862 YEKQIo,
$ 10853 ¢Q)
$Jo= $dAQB6;

A8

$Ya7s

¢ 742

& 10743
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Dealer : North. Vul : N-§
BispinG PAR.

N-8, for finishing below game in

either spades or N.T.s: 2 points

N-S, for finishing in 3 N.Ts.:

1 Point.

O¥friciaL Bipping.

Nort LEast Sourn Wesr
1 2 d Pass Pass
2 Pass LY ) Pass
¥ Pass Pass Pass
NoriH to play hand in 4 ¢

East must lead @ K
INSTRUCTIONS.
West @ If possible, lead thind
round of trumps,

East: Lead ¢ 4 to Trick 2
avoid leading ¥s ; do not under-
lead & A.

North ; Hold up on @ K.
Praving Par.

N-S, for 10 tricks, Butonly If

diamonds were manipulated to
produce a heart ruff in dummy :
5 Points,

Orriciar CoMMENT.

Bidding : The Official Contract
of 45, being altogether too high,
naturally carries no points for
bidding : 3 N.Ts, however, al-
though rather venturesome, has
been accorded minor recognition.

Prav : Coxjurineg Ue
A Vitay Trick,

North, with eight tricks on top.
needs two more. The diamond

suit, if 11 breaks evenly, can
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supply but one of these. By a
process of elimination in analysis,
North should eventually per-
ceive that onc distribution only
‘actual E-W layout in trumps
and diamonds) will permit deve-
lopment of 1o tricks.

Declarer should win Trick 2
with a trump honour, then pla}y
high and low in diamonds, regain
the lead, enter dummy with a
trump (if not already there),
fincsce 4 9, discard a heart from
dummy on the remaimng high
diamond, cash ¥ A and ruff o
heart. ‘The rest ( routine.

HAND &
S ATy
YK63
®A854
& Q76
Kiingbge d Q875
30“182 Yot
& None L SRUXN
&K 103 o5
& None
$Aw075
$KQbL=2
dAIByg2

ealer : Fast. Val @ B,
Biopise Par,
N-5, for finishing in 5 W= 5 &>
ar 5 4s 22 Polnts.
Orricial Bivpixe,

Fast  Soutn West North
Pass 1 3 N 2 N
Pass i 4 Pass 3 N.Ts,
Pass 14 Puss 1 W

Pass Pass  Paus
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SoutH to play hand in 4 §s
WEsT must lead 4 10

INSTRUCTIONS.

West : Lead spades whenever
it do net ruff diamonds.

EasT ' No Instructions.
SouvTH - No Instructions.

Pravine Par.

N-5, for taking 1o tricks, Buf
only i dummy’s £ A was not
taken unti! third vound of that
~uit @ g Points,

Orricial. CoMMENT.

Biomng @ To dogmatise about
cortect hidding of this deal would
be fullv. However, all  three
bids tn which points have heen
awarded, appear to be justifiable
normal contracts.

PL.\Y : S'l'()PPER ‘fmmr: AND
CONSERVATION,

Whh such a flimsy tromp
fortress, South must exercise great
care in timing the ure of the
spade stoppers, hoth the ruffers
and the Ace. By using the
ruffers [irst, thereby  retaining
the Ace imtid last, control can be
maintained throughout the play
of the hand,

After ruffing the opening lead,
South must establish the club
suit at once, ruff the spade return,
take the top trumps, and then
push rlub« at Wess.
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HAND 4
$843
Q4
®97654
$852
$ A . #Jrage
L BDY ¥ AKgs
®AK 1082 Qng
$QJio694 dAY
gKQgﬁs
’%13765
one
&Kgy

Dealer :  South. Vul : AlL
Biopme Par
-E-W, for finishing in 6 &
2 points, .
OFFICIAL BIDDING
South West North  East

Pass 1@ Pass 29
Pass 3 & Pass 4N.T
(Blackwood)

Pass 5@ Pass 6 ¢
Pass  Pass Pass
WEST to play hand in 6 ¢s.
NorTH must lead & 8.
' INsTRUCTIONS

Sovrs : When in with & K,
lead a top @ unless @ A and WK
have been played, in which case
lead a heart instead.

North : Do not ruff clubs -
discard hearts first, then a spade,

Wesr: No Instructions,
Praving Par

E-W, for taking 12 tricks :
4 Points,
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Orriciar. CoMMENT
BwomG : Reaching the dia-
mond slam should present little

difficulty to anv pair of sound
hidders.

PLay : CopiNg wiTH A pav
TRUMP BREAK.

The bad trump break, plus
practical certainty of being forced
into a shorter trump length than
North if and when the lead is
surrendered in clubs, furnishes
the clue to successful procedure,
sz, @A @ 2to gQor @ ],
one top heart, Ace and low in
clubs, ruff spade return, dis-
card dummy’s three remaining
heart on clubs, then lead a heart
to envelop North’s trumps. Cash-
ing exactly one top heart early,
is a key play ; if that is not done,
North can jettison Learts on club
thereby making a defensive trump
trick a certainty,

HAND 8
z87432
AQ6by

L &)

SdAKS
‘AKQIOQ 365
¥Kiosg Jore
$K 10 ¢8s53
& &Jo4ss

J
8
®AJ7642

S Q0852

Dealer 1 Wes. Vul: Nil
Bmbineg Par
N-S, for finishing in 5 s, or
for doubling E-W at 3-odd or

higher : 3 points.
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Orricial. Binpinea
West North  East  South

14 Dbl Pass 3 ¢
Pass 3 @ Pass 1 &
Pass 5 & Pass Pags
Pass

SouTH to play hand in 5 ds
WEST must fead # K and @ A

INSTRUCTIONS
Nil.
PLavING Par

N-5, tor taking 11 wricks, Bt
orly i @ Q was finessed before
cross-ruffing the hands : 4 points,

Qericiar, CommENnT

Biobing : Many expert bidders
would abstain from an tnme.
diate takeout double on North’s
cards relying on South to protect
if East passes. However, whether
North doubles or waits, the
North-South tlub game shonld
he reached.

PLAY : Trick-Counting Fon
A Cross-Ruiyr,

A count reveals that, for a
cross-ruff, 1o tricks only are
available if" the heart finesse is
not taken. That finesse, there-

. fore, becomes obligatory ; when

it succeeds, the rest is routine.

HAND g

eKQS']b

Jobs

¢ Ay

~i?
4§ 932 4
3A $KQto742
$KOQJ32 $1087;
S K86, d73

& AJrog

L AT

$96

HSAQ Jro2
Dealer : North. Vul : E-W

Binping Par.

N-8, for bidding 4 &s, or for
doubling any higher E-W con-
tract: 2 points.

OFFICIAL Bmping, .

North  Fast South West

i 3 Pass 34 Pass

E Y Pass  Pass  Pass

NorTa to play hand iy 4 dhs,
- EAsT must lead @ K

INSTRUGTIONS,
Nil.
Praving Pay,

E-W, for taking 4 tricks, Bus
waly if West led a low diamond
whenever in : 4 Points,

Orriciar. CoMment.

Binping : In expert circles, the
bidding of this deal would vary
in accordance with the idiosyn.
crasies of the players concerned,
Some experts would open on the
North cards while athers would
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pass : some Souths would preier
24dps to the double raise in spades.

PLaY @ ESTABLISHING A Drpen-

. sive EnTry.

In with @ A on opening lcad,
and seeing 1wo more defensive
tricks in the minor suits, West
should realise that defeat of the
contract hinges upon Fast’s abi-
hitv to obtain entry to cash § ().
On the bidding, i is practically
impossible for Fast to hold a
ttump trick or club void : only
chance, therofore, is that Fust
is holding 4 10,  On that assum-
ption, West must switch tn ¢ 3
or ¢ 2 immediatelv. .

HAND in
' WK
YK
. ®$Kwlga
SdQJog4
SAQo7y & Ks;
YAQogs $i432
®AQ ®63
& AR & 07653
& 108y
®Jivse
®j974
& 5o
Dealer Fast. WVul o All

BiooinG Par.

E-W, tor finishing in 5 N.Ts. or
in 4 s, 5 ¥s or 6 ¥s: 2 Points.
Orr1ctal Bioming,

East South  West North
55 Pass 2 z Pass
2 N.T. Pasg 3 Pass
59U Pass 64 Pass
Pass: Pass .
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WEST to play hand in 6 ¥s
NORTH must lead & Q

INsTRUCTIONS,

Nk,
PLaving Pax. -

E-W, for taking 12 tricks, buf
only 1f @ Awas played to first
round of trumps. with tecond
round of trumps conceded to
South if that player put up a
hecart honour when second round
of trumps was led from dummy :
} Points,

Ovnicial, CoMMENT,

Bivving : Whether or not a
heart slam should be bid on these
E-W cards being debatable, the
bidding award has heen made
elastic. .

Pray © Sare1y Prav, prus
Trump CoNTROT, MAINTENANGE.

Declarer’s  first trump play
should be the standard safety play
of the Ace. When this drops
North's singleton King, careful
timing  becomes  imperative.
Dummy must he entered wa 4 K
to lead the second round of
trumps and, if South produces an
honour card, Declarer must duck
to ensure subsequent trump con-
trof. After discarding a diamond
on the third high spade, ¢ Q, is
ruffed in dummy and a trump
returned to trap South’s remain-
ing trump honour,

SEPTEMBER—DECEMBER 1953

HAND 11
Arwg2
YQ74
A
. QQlogg‘JG
K 4
:QBQ?,52 $AJwo
$106532 ®Kog4
&7 H8652
#9087
YPKb6ps
Q87
SdAK]4
Dealer : South. Vul : Nil,

BIpDING PAR.
N.S, for finishing in 3 N.Ts. : 2
Points.
N-§, for finishing below game
in s or N.Ts. : 1 Point.

QrriciaL BiDDING.

South West North East
14 Pass 1 Pass
1 NT. Pass 2 N.Ts. Pass
3 N.Ts Pass Pass Pass

Sours to play hand in 3 N.'Ts.

WesT must lead ¢ 3.

" INSTRUCTIONS

WWest - Continue diamonds.

Egst ©  Continue diamonds.

South : Play ¢ J on opening
lead ; lead & 2 from dummy at
first opportunity.

PLAYING PaRr.

E-W, for defeating contract,
But only if East won first spade
trick with 4 J : 4 Points.

4

25

(&

OrriciaL. CoOMMENT,

Boome : § N.Ts. being a
borderline contract, a minor point
has been awarded to part-score
final bids in clubs or No Trumps.

Pravy : CONSERVING PARTNER'S
ENTRY.

When as directed, Declarer
attemnpts establishment of a long
spade by leading 2 from dummy
East, for the dual purpose of
establishing West’s long diamonds
and, at the same time, protecting,
West’s potential spade stoppers
must go up with @ J. -y~
HAND 12

m“i@ 2

86
0?064433 .9"’3
6-96;}:-5
AJS8 6q2
3Nonc <J g;g';gz
$AQ T84 4952
$dQJ742 &85
S KQ74
$AKQ]
Ky
& AK 10
Dealer : Wt:s}. . Vul : N-§

Bipping Par.

N-§, for finishing in hearts nat
higher than 3-0dd : 2 Points.

OrriciaL Bioping.
West  North  East South
14 Pass Pass 2 N.Ty
Pass 3§ Pass  Pass,
NorTH to play hand in 3 ¢ s
EasT must lead ¢ ¢
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InsTRUCTIONS.

WEsr : Lead three rounds of
top diamonds at once ; take first
spade and lead & Q

East : No Instructions,
Norta : Ruff third ¢.
Praving Par,

N-S, for taking g9 tricks : 4

Point;. ' '
OrrictaL GOMMENT. ‘

Bowpmc:  North’s  “ yar-
borough * should keep N-S out of
any No-Trumps contract—as well

as out of any game venture in
hearts.

Pray : SMOTHERING AN
** IMPREGNABLE TRUMP.”

Ruffing-in  with 2 trump
honour at Trick 3, as directed,
and laying down a top trump,
North discovers that East’s. ten
cannot be dropped by straight
leads. It can be enveloped in a
spectacular  end-play, how-
ever. @ A is knocked out, direc-
ted club return won, high spade
cashed, low spade ruffed, and
high club taken for this end-play:

HAND 13 '

None
®g86
& None
, | $9
- dy None - z o
' None 075
“ ¢ By _ None
N YN None
. L 7 . I
T &0

.'Fﬁss o Ty I ‘-.:_!‘Ji L]
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West is thrown-in with Tosing
club and the & or ¢ return is
ruffed with ¥ 8 or ¢ g thus com-
pletely smethering East’s ten-spot.

Alternatively & 7 can be
ruffed, two more trumps taken,
and opponent’s two winners
crashed together in the last trick,

Had it not been for the directed
plays, the hand also could have
been made by discarding 4 1 on
the third round of diamonds.

HAND 14
$Kiy
¥ Noane
€QJo752
& 108402
Q752 #AjJw0
Y052 YAKS
& Ko ®AB643
&QJ76 $AK
$o63
$QJ97643
4 None
353

Dealer ; North. Vul + AllL
Bipping Par.
E-W, for finishing in 3 N.Ts,
4 N.Tser 5 N.Ts : 2 Points.
E-W, for finishing in 6 N.Ts,
1 Point, .
Orriciat BIDDING.

North  East South West

Pass 2 N.Ts Pass 5 N.Ts
Pass 6N.Ts- Pass™ ' Pass

tr
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East to play hand in 6 N.Ts.
Sours must lead ¢ Q

INSTRUGCTIONS.
Nil. |
PraviNGg PAr.

E-W, for taking 12 tricks, But
only if a top heart was discarded
on a club, thus ensuring re-entry
to dummy vid @ 10 : 5 Points.

Orricial COMMENT.

Bmpine © Viewed alone, the
E-W cards present less'than an
even chance to win 1z tiicks
in consequénce, minor  point
only for the No-Trumps Slam.

PrLAy : MANUFACTURING AN
ENTRY.

There is but one way in which’

six No-Trumps can be made by
East, piz., win opening lead, play
off @ A and & K and then enter
dummy via ¢ K.

When South shows out in dia-
monds, it is apparent that four
spade tricks will be needed.
After cashing two more clubs
Declarer can count North for
exactly three spades. To make
an entry for the fourth spade,
Declarer discards the remaining
top heart on the fourth club.
Three rounds of spades, envelop-
ing North’s King, sets up the
“thirteencr’—and alead of @ 8
establishes the vital entry to same,

HAND 15

Dealer ; East. Vul : Nib.
’ Bioping Paz.

E-W, for fnishing in 4 fysor 3
N.Ts: 2 Peints.

OrFicial, BIDDING,
East South West  North

14 Pass 14 Pasp
3 N.Ts. Pass Pass , Pass

East to play hand in g N Ts.
Sourn must lead & 4
INSTRUCTIONS.

Last: Take 4 A on third round
and lead & 4.

NortH : Continue clubs,
SovTtH : Continue clubs,

PrLaving Pag.

N-8, for defeating contract,
But only if South played & 10 on
first round of that suit : 4 Poixts.

Orriciar. CoMMENT, "
Biopine : Bidding this hand to
game is an East:West * sitting

shot™! | : S

«
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Pray : Spcono-Hano Hicu To
KL &4 Duck.

The directions ensure that, to
Trick 4, the & 4 emerges from the
closed hand. South mustbe *“ on
his toes ** 1o prevent the duck into
North’s hand which makes the
contrat laydown.  Utilisation
of 'the combined entry-killing
duck-frustrating second-hand high
play of @ 10 annihilates Fast ;
f dummy ducks, North under-
plays and South wins the setting
tricks in clubs without further
ado ; if dummy wins, the long
spades are completely marooned.

%mg;
Kl7
, $KQg
- dKirs52
.3642 &8s
986 WAQiIOoZ
®J072 $AB63
$0QJ9 . & 1086
eAKQ]Js5
¥543
®54
A3
Dealer : South. Vul : N-S.
’ BipDING PAR.

N-8, for finishing in g3 N.Ts. or
4 @5 : 2 Points. .

. 2Oppicial BibpNG.,
"South West North  East
T " Paws 2 & Pass

24 Pass .3 &  Pass

;44 . Pass Pass Pass

. Sourn te play hand in 4 s
WesT must lead § g

The INDIAN BRIDGE WORLD

INsTRUCTIONS. .
East : When in, avoid leading
¥sor §s. -

WEesT : Continue hearts when-
ever in,

Souts : Play @ J on opening
lead.

)

PrAaymg Par,

N-S, for taking ro tricks, Bu
only if two diamond winners were
established for 3 club discard, and
a long club establishing later for
a heart discard: 4 Points

OFFICIAL COMMENT.

BibpinG : As npeither contract
can be defeated, 3N, T's and 4 §s
have been bracketed for the bid-
ding points.

Pray : SHUTTING QUT THE
DanGER HanD.

The heart situation having been
elucidated by the opening lead,
South should realise that, if West
holds @ A, contract is doomed.
Analysis reveals but one prospect
of success, viz., a 3-3 break in
clubs, plus @ A at Eastand ¢ ]
and ¢ 10 at West.

When in, therefore, South leads
a low diamond and finesses the
nine-spot, thereby ensuring two
diamond winners, Later,a club
is discarded on the second dia-
mond winner, followed by a high
ruff of the third round of clubs

. torestablish the ** thirteener ™ of

that suit for a heart discard—
entry to secure this vital discard

being the deferred third round
of trumps, won in dummy.

HAND 17

None
Qo865
$KQio3
7654
AQJrog 8754
:K4 fAJE
®J97 54
SdKQJ &AB2
$Kb32
¥ 732
& ABO
& 093
Dealer : West. Vul : E-W

Binping Par.
E-W, for finishing in 3 N.Ts. or
4 s : 2 Points.
Orric1aL BIDDING,
West  North  East South

é Pass z i@ Pass
& Pass 4 &+ Pass

I
%’ass Pass
WesT to play hand in 4 #s
Norta must lead ¢ K
INSTRUCTIONS.

NorTH : Continue 4 3;:fin on
third round, lead a club.
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SouTw : Take ¢ A at Trick 2
and return the snit, -
WEesT : When in with tA‘; take
a & finesse, then lead @ 4.
Praving Par.

N-S, for defeating contract,
But only if North played W Q on
first round of that suit : 4 Points.

Orricial CoMMENT.

BipoiNg : Viewing E-W hands
alone, 3 N.Ts looks inferior to
4 @s. But thanks to the 4-4 dia-
mond split, 3 N.Ts can be made
whereas clever defences defeats
4 &s. In consequence,  cither
declaration gains the bidding
points.

PrAy . EnTrRY-KILLING 1%
DeFENGE. | 0

When, to Trick 6, West makes
the directed $ 4 lead, North must
be alert, The second-hand high
entry-kiliing play of § Q kills the
¥ ] potential entry and protects
South’s ¢ K from capture by
finesse.

This  spectucular manceuvre
ensures the setting trick for South’s
trump King. ‘



CULBERTSON IN A NUTSHELL

8y Traxs.

Tue Disrripurional CouNr,

Though the ® Rule of Eight’
is really a ** godsend ** 1o millions
of average and advanced players,
it sometimes happens that cven
with six honour-tricks, a game
is not made; and often with
about4} honour-tricks a game
ina suit or at No-trump is easily
made. This is the result of
suit and hand distribution. The
distribution of 13 cards of a suit
in 4 hands is called suit distri-
bution while the distributon of
. all the 4 suits in a hand of 13
cards, is called hand-distribution.
Both these are based on length
values and are called ** distribu-
- tonal values.” In any long suit
the number of established low
cards 1s governed by the distri-
buticn of the remaining cards
of the same suit in partners, and
opponents’ hands. The mecha-
nics of suit distribution is that
ranking cards reguire low-card
protection to avoid heing dropped
simultaneously thus avoiding
knocking or kissing each other.
As an illustration, West holds
K Q in Spades and East holds
J 10 inspades. When the oppo-
nents play the Spade suit these
4 honour cards are so crowded
on each other that they can get
only one trick. But if East and
West ha;;c t}&:ne additional low-
card each, the position gets radi-
cally changed.

Distributional ~ values  can
be analysed by a proper count.
One of the features of the distri-
butional count is that, except
in cases where i1 is easy 1o count
the losers, the length values of the
suit are counted separately and
the honour values of the suit
are added. Thus, if a player
hids holding A Q xx xin a suit,
he should count 2 winners for
the five-card length, and add 1o it,
the honour-trick value of 14,
thus making 2 total of about 3}
winners. But this mode of count-
ing is subject to changze after hids
by partner or opponents. Gene-
rally, in trump suits more than
3 card length can he valued as
one trick for every card more.
But in side suits more than 3 card
length may. be counted as } trick
for the exira card for 4 card
length ; as one trick less for 5 0r 6
card length ; and same as suit
length count for any length of
seven or wmore. The bidding
valuation of ruffers also enters into
distributional count as follows ;
a doubleton counts as half a
trick if the hand holds 3 of the
partner’s suit, and as one trick
if it bolds 4 or more of partner’s
sui. A singleton counts as 1
trick if the hand helds 9 of the
partner’s suit and as 2 tricks if
the hand hoids 4 or more.
A void counts as o tricks if it
halds 3 of the partner's suit and
as g tricks if it holds 4 or more.
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If the hand contains 2 short
suits only ore of them is counted
and that the shorter of the two.

Thus "it follows that besides
honour-trick valuation, the total
number of winners in a hand
should be ascertained. The bid-
ding based on this valution is
termed  fquantity  Dbidding ’.
There is also a special method of
valution of certain types of hands.
This supplements the distribu-
tional count by stressing the
elimination of losers from the
hand rather than the positive
count of winners, This is called
¢ Plastic Valation ’.  According
to this, the player counts his
losers and then directs the bidding
so as to get specific answers
helpful to eliminate these losers.
It does not very much matter
whether a player counts his
losers or winners first. but he
should attempt to reduce his
bidding problem to the smailest
possible denominator.

This mathematical and strategic
calculation based on the quanti-

tative (winners), qualitative (ho- -

nour-tricks) and  distributional
(length) valucs of the hand makes
the hidding perfect and expert.
But this valuation is not a rigid
one, It requires reconsiderztion
as the bidding proceeds. A pla-
yer a1 his bid values his hand
in a way. Afier his partner's
bid he revalues it. At his bid,
he counts honour-tricks, trump
length and side lengths but
not ruffing values, As the sup-
porting hand he counts ruffing

values but does not count side
lengths. Further, he revalues
his hand after his opponents enter
the bidding.

Secondly, the danger of dupli-
cation should be avoided. This
duplication is of 3 kinds e.g.,
of bids, wvalues and hand-
patterns. Duplication of bids is
counting the same values twice.
This, very often, is the cause of
heaviest penalties, Asan illus-
tration South holds § AKQ 6
$ai3 @752 SKJ8,4
and bids 1 club. His partner
responds with 1 Spade. South
then bids 3 Spades, This is
duplication.  South  overlooked
the fact that his strength in
Spades had been counted when
making the opening bid. Dupli-
cation of values is counting the
winners in the same suit twice.
It is the overlapping of tricks
whick each player can legiti-
mately count but which, because
thev occur in the same suit
duplicate each other’s value and
leave gaps in  other suits, As an
illustration
Supposing West holds

& KJjio86 PAKQ
¢ Q7 F LR
and East holds
dAQ9o74 ¢6
L S $Josg

and :he final bid is 4 Spades.
A club opening or a Diamond
opening with a Club shift will
defeat the contract because West's
strongest suit, Heart duplicates
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East’s singleton.  If West instead
of holding K and Q in Hearts,
held them in Clubs the contract
s kept. Duplication of hand
patterns means duplication of
losers through inability to pro-
vide ruffers and long-card win-
ners counted in the bidding.
This is the most unfortunate of
duplications. To illustrate

West holds

#AKQ Jioy ¥ nil.
" 4109652 &4
and East holds

$98765, ¥ nil.

$AKQ]s8 &383

. The combind total of the hands
18 17 winners, But with a I-ad
of Clubs the partnership cannot
win more than 171 tricks and 6 of
the expected 15 tricks vanish
because of duplication,

BibpinGg pRINCIPLES.

With a correct appreciation of
the above standards of bidding
valuation, a player will be in a
position to use the partnership
language of inferences, This
means that he will be enabled
to convey the above three kinds
of information to his partner.
The entire structure of pariner-
ship language and strategy springs
from the principle of * Economy
of bids.’ This principle avoids
wasting useful rounds of bidding
and enables giving and obtaining
of information at the lowest

. The INDIAN: BRIDGE WORLD

possible level. It leads to - ome
of the most important practical
applications in the strategy of
bidding, namely, “the approach
method.” The substance of this
method is: when opening the
bidding or when responding to
partner, prefer any proper suit
hid of one to any other bid
reserving the No-trump bid or
higher suit bids for special bid-
ding situations. This method in-
variahly pays rich dividends.

Another requirement for bid-
ding valuation is the safety factor-

enacted by the rule of 2 and 3.

It means “ have at least within
2 tricks of your contract if
vulnerable and within 3 tricks
of your contract ¥ non-vul-
nerable *. v

Thus a correct understanding
of honour-trick valuation, sup-
plemented by the distributional
count and aided by the principle
of economy and the Rule of Two
and Three will enable a player to
make a scientific and strategic bid.
He will then be well-prepared to
enter the higher reaches of this
“King of indoor games™ and
imbibe its finer points.

It is best that, before bidding
begins, the bidder is made
aware of the *“ forcing principle
and the “zones of bidding.”
Just as economy in bidding is a
necessity, there should not at

- the same time lurk any fear in a

player’s mind that partner .may
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drap the bidding beforc a pos-
sible game or slam is reached.
It is mainly to banish this fear
that this scientific forcing prin-
ciple has been evolved. This
principle and the consequent
* forcing bids’ were originated
and developed by Mr. Culbertson
as a natural and logical corollary
to his “ approach principle .
It has now become part and
parcel of bidding strategy and
has been adopted in  folo or
with slight modifications by ori~
ginators of other systems'of bid-
ding. The forcing principle
has 3 objects, namely, (a) To
chogse or offer the partner a
choice for game, (b) to choose
or offer the choice f;:r a ;mall
or grand slam, and {¢) to geter-
mir%g if partner has added values
over his minimum previously
shown without risking a dangerous
game  cONtrack. Accordmg]);,
these are styled * game force’,
‘slam force’ and ° one-round
force ’ respectively. When a for-
cing bid is made, the partner 1s
under an obligation to bid again
unconditionally and the ‘pass’
ceases to exist. What thesc for-
cing bids are, will be detailed
at the appropriate stages.

All bids belong to one of the 4
7ones of bidding, namely, *the
game, slam, minimum and inter-
mediate . Either player can,
according to established ‘rules of
bidding, signal to his partner
that his strength is ir any one of
such zones.

/
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- OpenmNG Bm or 1 No-’i‘nt:mﬁ.

A No-TrumJ: bid, though ¢losely
connected with a bid of one in a
suit, is different from it in require-
ment, response and strategy. - Its
main advantages are that a game
contract can be reached .in it
with one trick less, that there is
no fear of a bad break of trumps
and that fillers and intermediates
are better promoted. There are
corresponding  disadvantages - as
well. The bid is very often
vague and nebulous placing the
bidder at the mercy of undis-
closed suits and finesses. In a
strong no-trump c<all, the oppo-
nents get warned against over-
calling.

REQUIREMENTS,

(a) 3% to maximum 4 honour
tricks in at least 3 suits with
4 3 3 4% distribution, It is
necessary that the above henour-
tricks are spread over all the
4 suits and that they are well
guarded. Because we are aware
of instances where the unguarded
suit yields more than 4 tricks and
defeats the contract at game or
lower level.

() If a hand- contains 6 or
more fillers (10 spot and higher)
4+ honour-tricks are cnough.

{c} Even if the 4 card suit
is a major No-Trump is
preferable unless the hand has
all the 4 honours in that suit,
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" {d) Sometimes a hand with
4+ 4 3 2 distribution may be
opened 1 No-trump, In that case
tne doubleton must be strong as
Kx Aro,AJor A Q. e,

{¢) Occasionally one can bid
1 No-trump with 5, 3, 3, 2
distribution or even ‘with 6 3, 2, 2
distribution. But in such cases

the length must be in a” minor*

suit and with not more than one
foser 1n it.

(f} Even with 5, 4, 2, 2
distribution this bid can be made
but both the long suits must be
minors with top cards.

RESPONSE.

(e} With about 1} honour-
wricks and a five-card suit .. Bid
that suit,

ib) With less than 2 honour-
ircks and no five carder ., Pass.

(¢} With only 1 hounour-trick
and no six carder .. Pass,

(d) With 2 honour-tricks in

one suit only .. Pass,
{¢) With 2 honour-tricks in 2
suits .. Bid 2 No.trump.

(f) With 1} honaur-tricks in
3 suits - and 6 or more fillers
, .. Bid 2 No-trump.

(¢) With a strong six card
headed by Ace or King .. Bid

: 2 No-trump.

(%) With 2 Rve-card suits and
1o honour-tricks Bid the

higher ranking suit.

[€the opener raises his' No-
trump, show your next suit to
indicate a sign off.

{{) With 6 card major suit and
lessthan 2 honour-tricks .. Jump
to game n that snit.

(j) With 7 carder and 3 honour
trick and B carder with no honour
trick .. Jump to game.

A jump to g in a meinor sait
musi ysually contain an Eight
card suit and 7 winners ip the
hand. A jump te 4 in a minor
suit should almost never be made.
A response of 4 in a major suit
ought not to be ordinarily taken
ont,

(k) With oue additional honour
trick .. Jump in a suit if
hiddable or in No-Teump.

This is a game force response.
The apener should then vebid as
fallows :

{1} If che jump response is
in a minor suit, the opener should
show a biddable 4 card
raajor smt; failing which, he
should bid the next higher rank-
ing 4 card suit,

(2) If the jump response is
in a major suit, the upener should
show another ¢ card major if
higher ranking, Or he should
raise to 4 level with any four
trumps of with three trumps
headed by AKxor A Q x or

K Qx
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(3) Otherwise the opener
should bid 3 Nostrump. It
should he pointed out that a
response of 3 No-trump though
it 18 strength-showing should noy
usuzily be taken out. For,
the responder felt slammish he
would have kept the bidding
fluid without straightaway taking
it to game level.

With regard to suit take-out
the earlier view of Culbertson,
that such a take-out is a weak one,
has been practically altered by
him in his lastest Gold Beok.
It is the result of expeiignce and
I personally would prefer the
latter view., I do find some
players still believing in the older
one but it is all a matter of
apinjon and expericnrce.

The point count method is
said to work well and wick
precision with regard to the open-~
ing 1 No-trump bid. Mr. Cul-
bertson also says that, if ac afl
this method is ta be adopted. it
can produce some good resules
in No-trump cafl, But 1v is
better to stick to ong system
instead of introducing new methd-
into it and creating a jumble.

It is now proper to know at
this stage what are forcng res-
ponses to a No-trump call and
the nature of these forces.

(3} A suit take-out is forcing
for one round. At next chance
the responder is not obliged to

‘bid.  But-if there is an inderme-

diate overcall by the opponenss
the suit take-out is not forcing.
It is 2 weak suit take-out indica-
ting a {reakish distribution. And
with a long suit with top cards
the responder may raise the
No-trump, :

{2) A jump suit take-out is
forcing to game irrespective of
an intermediate overcall,

{3) A suit take-cut after an

-intervening double by opponent

is not forcing for one round even,
A redouble by responder shows
a holding of 14 to 2 honour-
tricks or  even 1 + honour-
trick (€ distributed over 3 suite.

i4) A rebid by opener in a
new  suit  after  partner’s  subl
take-out is not forcing,

As stated above a jump to
g N. Ts. should not usually be
taken out. The double of 1
No-trump s a business douhle,
And i the opener redoubles,
it is nat a take-out redouhle.
But it assures the partner that
he holds 7 tricks even without
partner’s support.  But some wris
ters like Florence Osharnc think
that double of an opening 1 No-
trump or one in a suit, if redoub-
fed, is an S.0.8. This s
answered by Josephine Cuiberti.
son in the &ridge (torld, April,
1553, where she states thay
it s not an 85.08. It i
best to construe such redoubles
as genuine {(and not as take-
auts),. and indicating that the
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redoubler. can' make a game or

good part-score.

There are some other conven-
tions regarding this opening 1 No-
trump call which the reader may
know with advantage. Mr.
Stayman a leading Bridge autho-
rity introduced what which is
now styled * Stayman Conven-
tion,” It means that if the
response to this call is 2
Clubs, the responder desires to
ascertain if the opening 1 No-
trump caller has at least a 4-card
biddable major suit. If he has
it, he bids that suit. Jf not,
the, opener calls 2 Diamonds to
show that his opening 1. N.T.
has only minimum strength. I
his opening were with maxi-
mum strength he calls 2 Ne-
trump.

. There is vet another con-
vention called ““ Gerber Conven-
tion.” According to it, a sndden
burst by Responder to 4 clubs
after an opening 1 No-trump
or 2 -No-trump is a request for
aces by the asker. The opener's
answer to it should be as follows
—~similar to answers in Black-
wood, namely :

(ag with no aces — 4 Diamonds.
(8) with 1 aces -— 4 Hearts

{c) with 2 aces — 4 Spades.

(d) with 3aces — 4 No-trumyps

(¢) with 4 aces — 5 Clubs,
Thus ‘asking bid in clubs can be
repeated at 5 level to ask for
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Kings except in the case of the
first answer of 5 clubs.

The Vienna Convention assigns
a particular meaning to an
opening 1 No-trump call. Such
a call indicates a holding of 4 to
5 honour-tricks and is an one-
round forcing bid. It does not
imply a No-trump shape of
the hand. The hand-pattern,
may even be 6, 5, 2, 0. The
response to it is as follows :

(4) with less than 2 honowr-
tricks—2 chubs,

(b) With any Ffve-card suit
—hid thatsuir, This take-out
is forcing for one round,

(¢} A jump sujt take-out shows
# weak hand and not a strong
forcing one as in Cuiberston
System.

Mers. Helen Sabel in her © Win-
ning, Bridge ' describes all arti-
ficial and farcing 1 No-trump
calls as “ lunatic ™. According
to her the most important qual-
fication for a 1 No-trump cali
is the over-sll sirength of the
hand with a disiribution protec-
ting all suits. It may now be
assumed that the majority of
recognised authorities are in ap-
proximate . agreement with the
Culbertson  Convention of this
opening 1 No-trump call.*

O»eNING BID OF 2 NO-TRUMPS.

This opening bid gives a ¢lear
picture of a hand strong. in

s *# Reudefs are ‘reminded that 'qpiniom expreseed i articles appearing in the
LB.W. do not necessarily reficet the' views of the Ediiorial Coromitree~Bp. < !4
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honour-tricks but with no good
distributjonal value for a probable
slam

REQUIREMENTS,

{#) 5 to 6 honour-tricks with
B or more henour-cards.

(4) All suits should be guarded.

This bid is not forcing. Some-
times it is permissible tobid 2 No-
trumps with 4} Thonour-tricks
only and a six-card minor suit
headed by 3 top-honours. But
this is done when partner
has already passed and the ope-
ner is the qrd hand. The pattern
of the hand is generally 4, 3, 3. 3-
But with regard to other patterns,
the principles mentioned with fe-
gard to opening 1 No-trump
call would apply.

REsSPONSE.

(a) with only more than }
honour-trick—Bid g No-trump.

(6) with § hénour-trick and a
five-card suit—Bid | No-trump.

¢) with a 4-carc_ major suil
hegd)lcd by Q and a five-card
biddable minor sui. headed by
Q and with a total of 1 honour-
¢rick—Bid the minor suit.

4} with a six-card major suit
ang}no honour-tsick—Bid that
suit and if opener rebids
with 3 No-trump rebid that suit

{¢) with six-card minecr suit and
less than § honour-trick—Pass.

(/) with less than well distri-
buted 3} honour-trick—Pass.
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(g) withabout 2} honour-tricks
and No-trump distribution—Bid
4 No-trumps. This is net. a
conventional 4 No-trump bid.

(h) A jump from partner’s ope-
ning 2 No-trump call to 4 of a
major of minor suit is a mild
slam-try indicating a holding of a
six-card or longer major suit
headed by A or K and wijth
1} bonour-tricks in the hand ; or
a seven-card minor suit and with
1} honour-tricks. 4

({) With about 2 honour-tricks
and a balanced distribution.
—Bid the longest suit and if
the opener bids 3 No-trumps
bid 4 No-trumps which is nat
conventional. This is also a
slam-try. : .

With about 1} to 2 honaur.
tricks with the responder, there
should normally be an artempt
at slam. If partner’s take-put
is in’ a minor suit, the opener is
exepcted to show a biddable
major suit. If the take-out is
3 hearts, the opener should bid
3 spades even if he has 3 of them
headed by AKorAQorK Q

Any suit take-out is forcing
to game.

OPENING 3 NO-TRUMPS AND ABOVE
Requiremenis,
(g} with 6} to 7 honour-nricks

and eight sure winners—Rid 3
No-trumps.

() with 8 or more honour-
tricks and To sure winners—Bid
4 No-trumps.
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(c) with 8 or more honour-
tricks and 11 or 12 sure winners
—3id 5 or 6 No-trumps,

These bids by their very nature
are not forcing bids. But they
are in the nature of opening-bid
slam-tries. particularly opening
4 No~trumps and above.

Respomse.

| gx) Any take-out of an opening
3 No-trumps s a slam force.

(#) With a hand containing 4
KJ59WKo9743¢658842.
—Bid 4 Hearts after a 5 No-
trumps opening call. -

(cﬁ) Wl;h a hand containing

3V 74534 ATgy
? 3 & 5— Bid 4 Diamonds on
a 3 No-trumps opening bid.

{d} With any Ace or King or
Q raise the 4 No-trumips open.
ing bid.

[
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Generally gven in opening 3
No-trumps the holding of 13
to 2 honour-tricks by tesponder
assures a slam. The responder
should resist the temptation to
pass in the case of these opening
bids of 3 No-trumps and above.

With régard to 3 No-trumps
epening call, the Acol method's
requirements are different. Ac-
cording to it, a run of 6 or 7
winners in a Ininor suit supported
by stoppers in 2 suits at least, is
good enough to make this opening
call. In some cases this method
has been very useful in reaching
a game and also as a block hid
against the opponents. Tt is pari-
cudarly useful when it is diffi-
cult or impossible to make a
game in a minor suit and the
only chance of reaching a game
is in No-trump.

BRIDGE PLUS BADAMKSHEER

Parrs PROGRESSIVE AT BUrMaH SHELL CLun.

By

The bridge-meet at the Burma
Shell Club on the second of
October was exemplary in many
respects, It was a happy idea
of the sponsors of the tournament
to have restricted it to a single
event, Progressive Pairs. Com-
petitors were spared the sense of
surfeit, and directors the frayed
nerves, which are somectimes
inescapable when the bill covers
the entire gamut of possibilities—
progressive pairs, master pairs,
open pairs, duplicate ]gnog:k_—out,
duplicate progressive, individual
championship and what not.
The venue of the tournament
was excellent—the commodious
first floor of the Burmah Shell
building. To those whose inter-
est in bridge is mainly gastro-
nomical—and they are by no
means few—the refreshments
left nothing to be desired ; the
badamksheer, in particular, apart
from its excellent quality, was
judiciously timed, coming in at
an unexpected moment when life
must have appeared gloomy to
many a maladroit who had
messed up his hands as a remin-
der that all was still well with the
world. Characteristic of the

finesse which marked every detail

of this tournament was the pro-
minent display of the trophies
in the centre of the hall—a
guarantec of promptness which

X.

should serve as an object-lesson
to certain clubs which are blind
to elementary moral obligations
in the matter of prizes.

* The organisers having taken
such pains to make the tourney
a success, it was only in the
fitness of  things that the cheery
imp who dispenses bridge hands
should have thrown in his bit
also. The deals were highly
interesting, and though no
original or brilliant plays have
come to my knowledge, readers
will find the deals themselves.
worth the perusal:

The following record is by no
means complete. I present there-
in my impressions of the tourna-
ment. If the first person sin-
gular is somewhat prominent,
readers will please realise that
it is rather inevitable in a review
of the event by a competitor.

I shall start with my wors:
deal. Tragedy invariably comes
without warning. I little sy
pected when  dapper, dashing,
debonair, Mr. G. N. Chari,
came to our table, reeling off
compliments on our partnership
that brought the blush to our
cheeks, that he would be walk-
ing off ere long- with a tidy
score and a great deal of gur
seif-esteem.  Against all com-
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mon-sense,and very much against
my usual practice, I - opened
the North hand, got into a mess,
was doubled in Three Hearts
and gave away 800 of the best—
a near bottom. ‘

DeaLER SouTH :

North-South vulnerable :

4J8653

¥ Qg8732

®A

&5

#KQ742 $ Ao
v PAKG6y
Q7 ®J953
HQJ62 dATOg

LX)

L BT

®Kio8642

dKog8r2

The hest North-South score
~was for Messrs. K. C. Rama-
ratnam and Ramamocorthy, the
ultimate winners, who let West
play in Four Spades to collect
200 points. How the west player
managed to go four down is not
known. 1 said there were no

onﬁm' inal plays—there were, obvi-
ously. ’

Here is another deal in which
we stretched our cards till you
could hear them creaking, and
got a bashing we thoroughly
deserved. -
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DrALER SOUTH ;

Neither side vulnerable :

®QJ

¥Kgg32

$ Q8176

$95
QA103542 do
vAQs Vi76
\ ¢
$#AQG F'y

®K763

Yiog

®Awys

" $KJro .,

The bidding at our table was :
Sourn  Wesr  NorTH East
1D D’ble tH Pas
Pass 3] 2 D Pas
Pass 3 C Pass Pass
3D Pass Pasc  D’ble

We were four down and our
minus score was unchallenged.

In another deal a risky overcall
of Two Clubs by me ovgr Waest’s
One Spade opening was doubled
and we were lucky when West
took out in Two Hearts. The
ultimate contract was Three No-
trumps by East who was lucky to
get a Heart opening. Three No-
trumpscannot be made on any
other opéning Jead: The com-
plete deal was : C
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DeaLER WesT
Neither side vulnerable.

#5663

¥4

¢K 732

& Aoghbs
#J87542 &K
YKQ76 ¥ Aog
$AS ®QJ rog
&0 $KJ874

.AQIO

¥Jg852

#6514

& 52

One of the most interesting
deals was the following. Four
pairs, including us, bid the small
slam ih Hearts. Two, including
the winners, got an opening lead
of Diamonds and a top score. The
other two, including us, got a
Club lead aud a bottom. The
lucky ones probably never hid
the Diamend suit, though it is
difficult to see how the auction
could have proceeded without
North mentioning it. The deal
poses a problem in bidding. The
new asking bid, introduced by
Culbertson in his Contrac! Bridge
flomplete, 1953 FEd.,, which s
claimed to elicit information
about trump holdings, may pro-
vide the answer,

DBALER NORTH :
North-South vulnerable.
Jo
¥A986
®AK]JI0
& KQiIn
$ 0763 & Q4
PK]J L ALE]
¢ Q2 ¢ 987654
dAT532 S86,
#dAKB54
$27432
L &
&97

I shall pass on 10 a few
deals which brought wus good
scores.  An unorthodox opening
of Three Spades by my partner
on the South hand led 10 a curious
result. West who was rather
perplexed passed, and T had no
hesitation in raising to Four
Spades. Eastwho felt that hisside
was being baulked of something
overcalled Five Hearts which 1
doubled when it came round to mpe.
The contract was set three tricks Yor
a top score for us. The deal was:

DEALER SouTs ;
Neither side vulnerabie.

' X ET
¥ AKB6

L S RLE

& Nioyg
SAJB5 Nonc
vQj > 3975432
¢Ks ®AQB72
& (2q86 &J4

&KQrogh2

¥ 10

9614

SKae
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It is not necessarily the specta-
cular bids that pay in progressive
bridge. We got a near top on
this prosaic deal by bidding and
making just One Spade. East-
West should not have let us play
at this modest conwact.  West
should have made a take-out
double on the second round in
-order to secure the part score.

DEesregr Norto :

Neither side vulnerable,

$ 109732

L ACETY:

$ 1096

$AQ
PEQS4- &6
YKg4 ¥ AGsg32
+0Q)38 ®A53
& tin83 #9632

} & Als

\ BL¥

$K742

&Kyig
The bidding at our table was :
North East  South West

Pass  Pass (I Pasy
is Pass Pass Pass

We were the only pair to
reach the best coniracy for North-
South on the accompanying hand
but the top scare went to a pair
who were donbled in Two Hearts
and allowed to make the cantracy,
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DraLea Fasr:

North Seuth vulnerable.

$962

¥ 54

K5

$QJIB742
SQls #Kiazyy
:Q63732 9]
. € Q98741
$Kss & A

& ASB

VAngﬁ

$ Ao

& 0gh

We bid as follows :

East  South West  North
Ié Dble Pas 2 &
29 29 29 3

Pass  Pass 5@ Pass

Pass 4 &

I was rather surprised to know
that the small slam in Diamonds
was missed on the following deal
by every pair except our partner-
ship. We also bid the right slam,
Six Diamonds (Six Spades is off
on 2 Club lead). On our bidding
! had no difficulty in veaching
the stam. My partner's jump
1> Four Spades indicated the
Spade Ace and another Ace, most
likely the Diamond Ace, because
IC}UbS had been doubled to mv
efi.
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Deairn NorTH :

Both sides vulnerable,
#KQ6
YA
$KOQwj2
S Kiels
#3843 &9
Y1872 $KQy653
*J7564 ¢8
$g2 $AQS43
#AJio7n2
\ BF
$A95
$J?

The bidding at our table way :
North East  South  Woest
e 1 ¥ 1 @ Pas
34 Dble 4 4§ Pam
4 NT Pass R Pass.
& &

The foregoing is a random
selection of hands which hacdly
gives an idea of the thoroughly
enjoyable afternoon the bridge
enthusiasts of the City were pri-
vileged to spend as the guests of
the Burmah Shell Club. The
organisers of the event deserve
the highest praise for the re-
sounding saccess of the contest
which has set new standards in
local bridge. It is hoped that
the event will he a regular fature
hereafter. Also the badambheer
will not be furgotten.



TEST YOUR SKILL-—PROBLEMS

Fdited by P.

1, South dealer, vulnerability
immaterial, the bidding has gone:
South  West  North East

1 & Pass 9 Pass

2 dp Pasx 2 ¢ Pass
2 4 Pass 2 NT  Pass
4 & Pass ?

What do you, North, call,
holding : @ J 103, WAKDG54,
®QBz )67

2. South dealer, vulherability
immaterial, the Dhidding has
gone ;

South West  North  Fast
Y Pass 1 d Pass

What do you, South, rebid,
holding : @ K Q o, 9 J 5 4.

3. South dealer, Dboth sides
vulberable, the bidding has gone :
South West  North Past

14 t 4 Pasxs  Pass

2@ Pass 2

What do you, North, bid,

holding : @ Q 2, $ K J 976 4,
®98. 83855 0 ¢

THE 2

S DROBL EMS
DEPARTMENT

S. N. SarMa

4. East dealer, match ints,
North-South vulnerable, ttﬁ:mbnid-
ding is :

East  South West North

Pass Pass 1P 2

Pass 2NT  Pass g :

Pass 3 NT

West leads Diamond 6, on
which East plays the Queen.
T_he Nerth and South hands are
given below.  How should South
play ?

‘N;?gh South
AlLi32 K

L S ®AJe2
®AJ7654 SdKiog

_ 5- South dealer, vulnerability
immaterial,  the bidding is:

South  West North East

K ) D'ble  Pass 2 @

Pass 3 & Pass 4+ @
You, South, lead the King of
Jiamonds to which your partner
plays the 10. How do you pro-
ceed with the dcfence? The

West and South hands are given
below ;
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WesT SoutH
& 8732 Kitaoz
$AK] Q2
$J8a $AKQ654
$dAQ2 ! WK

6. South is in a contract of
6 N T. West leads the Knave of

Hearts, taken by South, who
ducks a Diamond to East’s Queen.
The Heart return is taken by the
declarer who leads a second
Diamond only to find West out
of the suit ! What is declarer’s
further play for making the slam ?
The North-South hands are given
below :

NorTH SOUTH
& A2 SKJg4
YAs3 ¥YKQSB
$AK542 $ 10938
K97 & AQio

7. West dealer, both sides
vulnerable, the bidding 15°

West North  kast South
Pass Pass 1 O’ble
R'd’ble  Pass Pas: X
3 Pass Pass 19
Pass 5 ¢ Pass 6
Pass Pass I’ble

What should West lead hold-
ing: ¢ KQ 104 ¥ K 2
$ otz SJarsl

8. You, North, are in a con-
tract of Six Spades, doubled by
West, after your partner opened
the hidding with one Club. East
feads the 2 of Diamonds. How
do you play? The North Seuth
hands are given below :

NORTH Sautgp
eKmRﬁ.;: & AQ

875 YEQg
¢KQ5 L AR
&K A5y



IN DEFENCE OF KIBITZERS

By KiBITZER

The tendency among bridge
players is to regard kibitzers in
the same light as Huns, Tartars,
and other depradatory hordes.

History has proved time and
again that the virile invader, far
from being obnoxious, has infused
new blood and new ideas into
self-satisfied, stagnant and dor-
mant oations and re-vitalised
them toactivity and advancement,

In the same manner, in spite
of the universal cry against him,
the kibitzer renders a great service
to the game of bridge. As critic
he keeps a player ever vigilant
and draws the best in him. Asa
connoisseur, he rewards a good
play with a generous compliment,
he is not niggardly in his con-
demnation of a bad onc either,
As a camp-follower he entertains
the table with a rich repertoire
of hands and plays and players
themselves with personal anec-
dotes which impart the human
touch to the game of bridge.

The kibitzer conducts a shadow
play of his own, side hy side with
the declarer or defender to whom
he has attached himself. And
how often he triumphs over his
principal !  Here is a deal from
the semi-final of a team-ol-four
tournament in which the kibitzer
thought of a better play than the
declarer, the veteran club-champ.
The contract was Six Clubs by
South. West led Heart 2 and

the knave held the trick, Decla-
rer immediately played trumps.
He tamely finessed the Diamond
Oueen and went down one. The
North-South hands were :

& KO &Ay
Y107 ¥ AK]
®AQi087 ®]s

& Qicés $dKJo743

Can you think of a better play
as the kibitzer was able to do ?

The following hand which oc-
curred in the fin:1l of the same
tournament proved too difficult
to a veieran player, He failed
to make ten tricks. A kibitzer
showed the way., Can you?

West East

K8 A
=A1084 Qg?'ﬁjmn
#876 $KQ3
»Jlioby & K3

The contract is Four Spades
by East doubled by North. North
was the dealer. South led the
Knave of Dhamonds on which
North played the Ace. North led
a small Club. East put up the
King which won. A Spade was
led to dummy’s King; on the
second round, South shawed out.

The North-South hands {don’t
fook at them until you have solved
or given up the problem} were :

g7654 3

1753 Ka

A ¢Jivgs542
$AB2 $Q975

TEST YOUR SKILL—SOLUTIONS
Edited by P. 5. N. Sarma

Problem 1. South dealer, vul-
nerability immaterial, the bid-
ding has gone:

South West North  East

I * Pass H ' Pass
2 ‘ Pass 2 ' Pass
2 i Pass eNT Pass

4 de Pass ?

What do you, North call,
holding : g J 103, ¥ AK6g4,
Q82 487

Sudution + Five Clubs,

The other alternatives are:
Pass, Four Spades, Six Clubs.
There is something to be said
for passing, hut in addition to
your two honour tricks, your
Knaves in the black suits are
promoted, after your partners’
bids, and Five Clubs can come to
no great harm, at worst. Four
Spades is a very bad bid ; y=sur
partner has obviously a four
card Spade suit, the Clubs are six
or sevenr, so that he is short in
Diamonds and cannot stand forces
in the suit at a Spade contract,
Six Clubs is too optimistic ; your
partner’s rebid was only Two
Clubs and the jump in the suit
coming later merely indicates the
distribution and is non-forcing.

" The complete deal from which
the hand is taken was :

10 4
Ké6
82
8

Q==
wn
.

T reoep
[ —

98
10
109

43
S AQ7

\ & &
& None

&Awg765e
Problem 2. South dealer, wul-

nerability immaterial, the bid-

ding has gone: .

South West North  East
! ® Pass & Pass

4
_ 983
J7548

ogh

LPOR
o

ol PR—tn

v
¢
L]

What do vyou, South rebid,

holding ; & K , ¥
VIO AR

Solution : Three Clubs.

We are not generally in favour
of artificial bids, but in this case
a forcing bid is called for, and we
prefer Three Clubs to Two No-
tgrump or Three Spades. Two
No-trump, besides not  being
absolutely forcing, suggests a
Heart stopper which is not quite
there, and there is no compeiling
reason why vou should be declarer
at No-trump rather than your
partner.  While . the honour
strength almost warrants Three
No-trump, it may mean exchang-
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ing acold game in Spades for a one-
trick set in No-trump on a Heart
lead. Three Clubs, being for-
cing, makes it convenient for the
partnership to bid further with-
out getting into deep waters. If
your partner hids Three No-trump
he assures the Heart stopper you
are looking for, and you can leave
the bid in. Three Spades can be
confidently raised to four, and
over Three Diamonds you can
bid Three Spades. Your partner
should not be obtuse enough
to pass Three Clubs or raise it
to four.

Problem 3. South dealer, both
sides  vulnerable, the bhidding
has gone :

South  West  North East

t & L Pass Pass
2 4 Pass ?

What do  you, North bid,
holding: @ Q 2, ¥ K Jg 7
64,9098, &J857

Solution : Three Hearts,

You have a hand on which you
could have almost made a firee
bid at the one level, Partner,
by his bid of Two Diamonds, has
not only shown a hand just
short of the requirements for a
Two opening, but also guaranteed
good support for any suit you
might bid. Game is a certainty,
but you should be more ambiti-
ous. You have an excellent six-
card major suit, and you must
indicate slam possibilities by a
Jump take-out which will not be
misunderstood, for you did not
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make any bid over One Diam md.
The South hand was : & K|

?14,',&1082, A 4AK
4.

Problem 4. East dealer, match
points, North-South vulnerable,
the bidding is :

East South West  North

Pass Pagg 1
Pass 2 NT Pass 4 :
Pass 3 NT ‘

West leads Diamond 6 on which
East plays the Queen. The North
and South hands are given below,
How should South play ?

NORTH SouTn
5.AQg2 K5,
$]2 \ AR Y
& 10 $A]2
SdAJ7654 dKiwoy

Solution :  Take the trick with
the Ace, enter dummy  witl,
a Spade honour, lead the Knave
of Clubs and let it ride it s
not covered. The Ace ang King
of Hearts must be with West for
his opening bid, and the contract
is cold provided the Club suit i-
played properly. Al four Clubs
with West spells no danger, hu

you must provide for all four with
East.

The East-West hands were :

WEsT East
#Jiosé 8
'AK53 :337
$K9863; Q74
é None &QBs3

. problem. Ifiti
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Problem 5. South dealer, vul-
nerability immaterial, the bid-
ding is :

South West North  East

r 4 D'ble Pass 2 &

Pass 3@ Pass 4 @

You, South, lcad the King of
Diamonds to which your partner

plays the 10. How do you pro-
ceed with the defence? The

West and South hands are given
below :

WEsT SouthH

8 732 3 Kio2

AK] Q2
18z & AKQbs5 4

&AQo2 &3

Solution : Cash Diamond Ace,
and to the third trick, lead « low
Diamond.

Your partner's 10 of Diamonds
indicates either a singleton or
doubletyn in the suit. Ifitis a
singleton, the contract is set, and
the deal won’t be fppcarmg asa

a doubleton,
vour side make two Dia.moglds
and a Spade, and the setting
trick must be found clsewhcr.c.
Tt is not in Hearts. It is notin
Clubs, because East’s jump in
Spades places him with the King
of Clubs in addition to at least
five Spades headed A Q. Your
partner has at best a singleton
trump. If it is an honour the
contract goes down without any
exertion on your part. Now
suppose your partner’s singleton
trump is the nine! Your ten
can be promoted if vour partner
ruffs a Diamond with the nine,

forcing declarer to ruff with
an honour. Your partner is not.
likely to ruff if you lead the
Queen. Therefore you must
lead low forcing him to ruff,
The complete deal was :

9
o8s544
¢ 03
$ 109654
®8732 AQ 65
¥AK] 3975
$J82 ¢97
& AQ2 &Koy
:Km.q,
Q=2
®AKQ6 5y
LR

Problem 6. South is in a con-
tract of 6NT. West leads the
Knave of Hearts, taken by South,
who ducks a Diamond o East’s
Queen. The Heart rcturn is
taken by the declarer who leads
a second Liamond, only to find
West out of the suit! What is
declarer’s further play for making
the slam? The. North South
hands are given below :

NORTH Sourn
A2 #KJgy
WA43 $KQ8
®AKga2 $ 10g8
&Koy $AQro

Selution :  The only chance is
to find East with {owr Spades
to the Queen in addition to his
four Diamonds. Declacer should
take the trick with the Ace, play
Diamond King, Club Ace, queen
and King in that order, The lead
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of the Ace of Hearts at the
ninth trick squeezes East who has
to let go a Spade. The Ace of
Spades followed by the finesse of
the Knave lands twelve tricks.
The complete deal was :

Az
A4g
$AK542
&Koy
1065 Q873
Jog72 365
3 ¢QJ76
&862 $543
KJos
KQeg
$ 0ol
& AQro

Problem 7. West dealer, both
sides ‘vulnerable, the bidding is :

West *North East South

Pasg Pass 1 D'ble
R'd’ble Pass Pass 3¢
3 & Pass Pass n J
Pass 5 ¢ Pass 6¢
Pass Pass D'ble.

What do you, West, lead,
holding : WK Q1o 4, ¢ Kz,
$ 1082, 8J975

Selution = A Club, not a Spade.

This is an instance of the
Lightner Double calling for an
abnormal lead as the only chance
of beating the contract. If East
thinks that the contract cannot
be made on the expected opening
lead, he would not double, as the
double is not likely to improve
considerably on the good score
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he is going to get. When a slam
is doubled on a bidding sequence
like the present one, it is not for
the sake of the penalty but to
prevent the partner from making
the normal lead as such a lead
is likely to help the declarer
rather than the defence.  An un-
usual lead is called for, and, in
this case, West can easily under-
stand that it is Clubs. The
complete deal was :

$ 852

L B

$ 643

6432
& KQioy BAJg763
PKa $o763
1082 4 None
&J9o75 $#KQ8

Problem 8.%You, North, are in
a contract of Six Spades, doubled
by West, after your partner
opened the bidding with one
Club. East leads the Two of
Diamonds. How do you play?
The North and South hands are
given below :

NorTH SoutnH
S KioBbGy2 AQ
¥875 KQg
®KQs ®A43
&K dAJios53

Solution : Take the trick in
the closed hand. Do not start
off with trumps, but lead a Heart.
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A trump reducing play is called
for, sa you must rufl a Heart and
a Club without allowing West to
discard Diamonds, and enter dom-
my with Spade honour av trick
10 1o administer the eoup de orace
on West,

This isa hapd thar calls for
reflection. West  has  daubled
obviously an the strength of the
Ace of Hearss and trumyp length.
He st hofd at deast foor vamps,
probably all five. You must try
1o get o count of the defender’s
kandson the opening lead, though
vou don't have much o go on
The lead of the dence of Diamond
places Fast with (our cards in the
suit ; he has a singletpn or no
spade; he has, therefore eight cards
in Hearts and Clubs. You get
further information when West™s
Queen of Clubs drops on the Ace.
West has eight cards in the majos
suits, of which Hearls wmust
account for four or three. In
either case, a heart ruff is absedu-
tely safe as the first roff in the
trump reducing plan.  The Dia-
mond entry should be used for
ruffing a Club, after cashing 1he
ather Diamond honouwr without

* affording West a thance o die-

card Diamonds.

1

i3t

Play should proceed thus.
The Diamand tead 1s taken in the
hand, the King of Clubs is cashed,
and a Heart led, West will
take with the Ace and hLis besc
relurn i3 a trump. The Clob
Ace s led for 2 Heart discard,
Heart Queen is cashed, » Heart
ruffed, Diamord Queen, Dia-
mand Ace, are cashed. A Club
is fed from dummy which West
has to ruff and vou over-ruff,
A trump to the Acs now deals, as
we said, the coupr de grace on West.

Let us see what happens i
declarer plays a teump at trick
two, West leads a second trump
when he i in with the Ace of,
Hesrts avd ithe trump reducing
plav 15 foiled.

The complete deal was

hKia8bs2
9875



A REVIEW OF THE M. U. (. PAR CONTEST

By Saturn

The Madras United Club de-
serve special praise for their
pioneer cffort in getting a set of
16 interesting and instructive
deals from Mr. M. J. Sullivan,
Australia, for a Par Contest as
one of the chief items in their
annual Bridge Tournament this
year, This event which was play-
ed at the Corporation Stadium
attracted a big crowd and the
competitors thoroughly enjoyed
the evening. For the hencfit of
our readers who did not partici-
pate in the event we are repro-
ducing the hands togcther with
Mr. Sullivan’s comments on the
bidding and playing Par and
the vital points of play involved
in each® The following cowm-
ments ot some of the deals may
be of interest,

Deac No. 1: This deal involved
a simple safety play hat surpris-
ingly only 2 North-South pairs
followed the official line of play.

Dzac No. 31 A very interesting
deal requiring correct timing and
a safety play by the declarer.
Although the official contract af
6 spades on this hand has heen
termed  © ridiculously optimisiic *
by the author, 5 pairs actuafly
reached this contract. Qaly three
pairs made the contract following
the carrect line of play.

DAt No. 4: This deal pre-
sented a test for the declarer's
ability 10 count an opponent’s
hand but unfortunately this prin-
ciple appears to have been lost
sight of by the participants, not
ane of them making the winning
play.

DeAL No. 6 : Rather a diffcult
deal requiring the declarer to hold
up the Ace of Spades in the dum-
my for retaining control of the
Sull “against an opponent who
held four trumps. None of the

N.5. Pairs made the correct play
on this deal.

Dear No. 10 : Another difficult
deal_requlring accurate timing in
playing by the declarer coupled
with a safery play in trumps
ollowed by a duck of the trump
It 10 enable picking up oppo-
nents’ trumps fater.  Np wonder
none of the E.W, pairs rose 10
the occasion on this deal,

_ Dear No. 9: The vital play
in this deal was for West to play a
small diamond whenever in,
the hope that East would have the
10 of diamonds and thus be ahle
to cash in Queen of Hearts. I
was surpiised to see on going
through the score records that
one Naorth player actually invited
irouble and Yed a small heart from
the dummy at trick 6 setting up

® Please refer to pages 17-20 of this ixsye,
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the odd 1irick for the defence.
Ancther declarer bluntly ducked
the lead of the small diamond by
West  hoping that dummy’s g
wouid win the trick !

Deal No. 12 : Most of the
South ‘players, inchuding the win-
ner could ot sec eye to eye with
the official comment on bidding
for this deal. *‘ Narth’s yarbo-
rough should keep North safe out
of any No-Trumps contract—as
well as out of any game venture
in Hearts,” Also, in the play of
the hand there appears to be

33

Little need for all the grandiose
“ smothering  an  impregnable
Trump.” North had the nine
tricks needed for the asking, ziz.,
four trump tricks in the South
hand, Ace, king of clubs, king or
queen of spades, and two ruffs
in the declarer’s hand. In faet
excepiing for Dr. Achar and the
eventual N.S. runners-up none
of the N.S. players made this
spectacular smother play, though
they made the contract by simply
ruffing two spade losers in the
hand.



PSYCHICS
By Syke

You have doubtless come across
a plaver calling One Spade with
a singleton or worthless doublet
onin thatsuit. Itis the psychic
bid. Why does he make it?
Becayse he thinks opponents will
not lead that suit at the vlumate
No-Trump contract in which he
has planned to play the hand,
Woe unto him and his team if
his partner happens to hold four
cards in the swit headed Queen or
Knave, or five without an honour!

Another will open the bidding
on a vyarborough. It is a
variation of the psychic bid. He
has already seen a slam on the
opponents’ cards and wants to
preveat it. What a presumption !

A third will go on hidding all
suits in which he has no strength,
other than partner’s suit for
which he has good support, in
order to invite 2 double, so that
he may redouble and reap r rich
harvest. God save his partners!

The tragedy of all these psy-
chics—or is it the comedy ?—
is that they succeed,

Have you e¢ver come across
psychic play ?

Here is an example.

The irrepressible young man
who was East opened the bidding

—a semi-psychic bid, He reached
a contract of Three No-Trumps,
after an overcall of Hearts
to his left.  South led his fourth
best Heart and North played the
Knave. Duclarer took with the
Ace! He led a Diamond, suc-
cessfully finessed the Knave, en-
tered his hand with the Kir'lg of
Clubs and led another Diamond.
South took with the Ace and
led another Heart, dead cerezin
to find the Queen with his
partner, Hurra 1 for the young
man, his ruse had succeeded !
A Spade shift would have de-
feated the contract,

$ATB,;s
vis
1097y
&954

& Qs #1097
Y74 YAQiosz
¢KJs52 $86y
#4QJio3 #K8:2

K6
'K9653
$AQ3
$76

Hats off to the young man
what? That is n:t tli'e wa';
you would exactly fee) if you

were at the table a itts
South ! nd sitting

M Do wonll

Edited by T. 5. CHANDRASERARAN

The Association’s annual cham-
pionship tournament is now in
full swing. Preliminary qualify-
ing rounds at the various zonal
centres are nearing completion
and the finalists in the various
zones will fight the successful
teams from Madras city and the
West Bengal teams for the
S5ir T. Sadasiva Iver’s Challenge
Trophy.

The finzl rounds of the tourna-
ment will he played at “The
Express Estates,”” Mount Road,
Madras, from the 24th to 29th
December, 1953. Besides the
usual events, this year’s tourna-
ment will include a special Par
CoNTEsT, run on the lines of the
Australian World Olympic, 1g50.
A set of sixteen interesting and
insteuctive deals, par pointed by
Mr. M. J. Sullivan, Brisbane,
Australia, have been specially
secured for this event and with
all the local and moflusil teams
participating a week of intense
Bridge is in prospect. The tom-
nament committee hope to make

this item an annual event in
future if the response this year is
encouraging.

THE MADRAS CITY LEAGUFE
TOURNAMENT :
The following is the fina! posi-
tion of this year’s League Tourna-

ment which concluded in Sep-
tember,

1953 League.
No. of
Results, maiches.
won.
1 M. 1. C. 11
2 T.N. 8. C. B o
3 Mudaliar's team 7
4 P. 5. Reddy’s team 6
5 C. A .. 5
6 K. R, Sundaram )
Iyer's team ‘5
7 S. V.S, 5
8 Aravamudhan’s team 4
g T.N. 8 C. A 5
1o N. Remaratnam’s
team 3.
11 Rangachari’s team 3
1z M. C.O. P 1
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The Modern Institute of Com-
merce team who have become
the new league champions deserve
to be congratulated on their fine
performance this year. This vic-
tory is the more praiseworthy
in that, like the T. Nagar Social
Club and Mr. P, 8. Reddy’s team
i previous seasons, they remained
unheaten to the end,

Local interest in the tourna-
ment appeais however to be
waning, This tournament pro-
vides an ideal opportunity to all
teams, especially newcomers, to
test their skill with the top-ra 1king
teamsy and the Committee hope
that more' teams will take part
in this in future and play all the
matches to the end.

The following players repre-
sented the winners and runners
up.

Modera Institute of Commerce,

Winners :

K. S. Narayana

§. Narasimhan

R. Sankaran

S. K. Subramanian

M. R.. Krishnan

K. Guaru Duatt

P. 8. N, Sarma

.M. Sunlderra)j.

T. Nagar Social Club ‘B’ Runners-up,
K. C. Rymaratnam
T. Ramachandra Rao.
C. Devarajan.

G. K. Gopalaswamy.
S. Palaniswamy

P. S. Sadasivan

8. S. 8. Aiyar

T. S. Chandrasckaran.

Two other local tournaments
were also completed during this
quarter,

The T. Nagar Seczial Club’s
annual tournament which came
off during September/October
was ot so well contested as
last year. With two or thice
matches having had to be can-
celled by teams not turning up
within the scheduled time the
main knock-out event resulted in
another encounter between Mr.
P. 8. Reddy’s team and the home
team in the finals. The former
won the match in convincing style
by the almost flattering margin
of 6000 points in the aggregate in
amatch of 32 boards. The teams
were |

FP. 8. Reddy’s Team :

P. S, Reddy
A, S, Giri
Dr. 8. T. Achar
B. Hanumantha Rao
T. K. N. Panikkar,
T, Nagar Social Club ;
C. Devarajan
G. K. Gopalaswamy
¥.. g g}fmaramam
.S, andrasekhar
5. 8. 5. Aiyar. e

The other results were &
Progressive Pairs :
Wzgug : North-South M. C.

P, Elﬁ'a\h
Namberumaliah,
East-West Mylapore Club.
N. Ramaratn
G. N. Chari,

Runners-up - North-South.

K. Guru Dutt

M. R, Krishnan,
EaeWest: (C.AM.S.)

Sreeramiah

Jagannatha Shetty.
Progressive Duplicate
Winners : Modern  Institut of

Commerce.

K. S, Narayana

M. R. Kri

5. Narasimhan

K. Guru Dutt.
Runners-up :

P. 5. Reddy

A. S, Giri

Dr. 8. T. Achar

A. Ramamoorthy.

Open Fairs.
Winners :
P. S. Sadasivan
V. Kuppuswamy.

Rumners-up :

G. K. Gopalaswamy
T, R. Samoo,

The Madras Commercial Offi-
cial’s Party renewed their annual
tournament after a lapse of 3
years, Even here the response
from local teams was not very en-
couraging, only about half the
usual the number of teams parti-
cipating in the various events,
The Duplicate Knock-out
final was played between
P, 8, Reddy’s team and the
T*Nagar Social Club and resulted
in an easy win for the former.
Detailed results were :
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Knock-ous Duplicate Team of four -
Winners : P, S. Reddy's Team.
P. 8. Reddy - .
A, S. Gini
T. K. N. Panikkar
Dr, 5. T. Achar <.
B. Hanumantha Rao.
Runners-up : T Nagar Social Club

CG. Devarajan

G. K. Gopalaswamy.
K. C. Ramaratnam
P. 5. Sadasivan

T. 8. Chandrasckaran.

Progressive Duplicaile -
Winners : P. S. Reddy's Temm

Runners-up : Modern nstitute of
Commerce.

R. Sankaran.
M. Sunderraj
K. 5. Narayana
S. Narasimhan,

Pairs Progressive :
North-South Winners :  Modern
Institute of Commeres.

K. 8. Narayana
§. Narasimhan.

Runners-up :

Henry Appadurai
Damoo.

East-West : Winners :

T. R. Samoco
P. S. Sadasivan.
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Runners-up + S.V.5.

A. R. Knshnaswamy
€. 8. Padmanabhan

The Burma Shell Club had an
enjoyable Bridge meet on 2-10-53.

The Pairs Progressive contest
attracted a large number of
‘entries despite the fact that the
Prime Minister was addresing a
mass meeting that evening. The
arrangments, especially the cater-
ing lctt nothing 16 be desired and
we hope that they will make this
a regular event in future with
more of the club members parti-
cipating.

The winning pairs were :

North-South : Winners :

A. Ramamoorthi
K. G. Ramaratnam
Runners-up :
P. 5. N, Sarma
M. Sunderraj.
East-West Winners :
C. V. Venkatesan
Venkataramani.
Rupners-up :
T. K. N. Panikkar
M. Rangaswamy.
The South Indian Visia Asso-
clation organised two progressive
events on the 21st and 22nd

November which were both well
attended. The result were :

Progressive Duplicale winnars
P. Ramanujiah
V. Subba Rao
{Dr.) Suri
Sivaramakrishnan
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Runners-up :
R. Sankaran.
5, K. Subramaniam
K. C. Ramaratnam
T. R. Ramachandra Rao

Pairs Progressive 1
Winners : North-South :

G. K. Gopalaswamy
M. Rangaswamy,

East-West -

T. R. Samoo
C. R. Srinivasan.

Runners-up : North-South
M. Namberumaliah
P. Elliah.

East-West ;

R. Sankaran
P. 8, N. Sarma.

The Amual Contracy Bridge
Tournament of the Cosmopolitan
Club, Tanjore, was held from
2Ist to 23rd August, 1953. The
Modern Institute of Commerce
who took “wo teams 1o Tanjore
came out victorious in the main
knock-out event, both their
teams coming to the finals.
Detailed results were @

Knock-out Team Qf Jour

Winners © Modern  Instritmse 9

Commerce, Madras,
K. 8. Narayana
3. Narasimhan
K. Guru Dutt
M. R. Krishnan.

Runners-up :  Moderu Insogute af

Commerce.

R. Sankaran
S. K. Subramanian

Nosth South : Nehra Club, Kotha- -

-mangalam.
‘C, A Arunachalam Chettiar
R.’M. Kuttaiyan Chettiar
East-West : Devakattah.
A, Sundararajan
Q. Srinivasan
Runners-up :
North-Seuth : Cosmopolitan Club,
Tanjore. .
‘S. Ramalingasami
(Srimathi) A. Jothi Pandian
East-West :  Cosmopolitan  Club,
Tanjore,
5. R, Iyer
N. 5. Ramalingam
Master Pairs :
Winners @ Cosmopolitan  Club,
Tanfore.
(Dr.) M. 8. Krishnasami
M. Appathurai
Runners-up :  Cosmopolitan  Club,
Tanjore.
R. Sabbaratnam
(Dr.) M. Krishnan
K. 8. Venkataraman, I.C.S.,
District and Sessions Judge, West
‘Fanjore, presided on the occasion
of the distribution of prizes and
made a short, interesting and
instructive speech on the cthics
of the game and on the spirit in
which it should be played.
Srimati A, Jothi Pandian distri-
buted the prizes and the pleasant
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M. Sunderraj function came to a close with a
P. S. N. Sarma. vote of thanks proposed b
" Pain Progressioe : Col. C. 8. V. Ramanan, I.M.§,
Winners » The Thevar Memorial Tourna-

ment, run by the City club,
Tiruchirapalli, came off during
the Puja Holidays and was well
represented.  Although P. §.
Reddy’s team, last year's winners
did not take part, the wusual
teams from the suburbs and dis-

* tricts participated in the tourna-

ment. The following are the
detailed results.
Knock-out: Team of Four
Winners : City Club.
(Dr.) M. Sahadevan
R. Nataraja Iyer
A. K. Sharluddin
K. Jamal Mohamed
Runners-up : City Club.

S. V. Natarajan
Y. Doraisami Iyer
E. N. Mylappan
M. Subbiah

V. Subramanian

Master Pairs.
Winners : Kothamangalam.

R. M. Kuttaiyan Chettiar
N. A. R. Arunachalam Chettiar

Runners-up . Kothamangalam.

R. M. Olagappan
K. N. Narayanan Chettiar

Pairs Progressive:
North-South Winners:
Y. Doraisami Iyer
E. N. Mylappan
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Enst-West Winners:

8. Ramam Pillai
S. Parthasarathi

Individual Championship -

Winner - S. R. Sampath Tha-
tham

Rusmer-up
5. Sa:vodaya
. The Editerial Committee are
somewhat disappointed that only
three issues of the Inoian Bribor
Wonwo have been brought out
this year. With more response
trom the mofussilites, and greater
co-operation che Committe hope
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to bring ow fature issues
regularly.

The PRO ET CONTRA section
which could not be included in
this issue for want of time will
appear in greater detail in our
next issue.

The Committce would tike
readers to remember that the
views expressed in the various
articles published in the Magazine
do not necessarily reflect the
views of the Editorial Committee
and comments—the spicier the
better—from readers on contro-
versial points raised therein are
most welcome,

A NOTE ON THE SCORE Ry

Itis felt in many quarters that
our system of scoring should
cither ‘be brought in line with
international practice, or incor-
porated as part & our own Laws
to be promulgated hereafter. It
lacks authority in its present form.

It is also necessary that a
uniform system of scoring should
be followed in all the zones of
the 5. I. B. A,

For the information of readers we
give below the Official Duplicate
Contract Bridge Scoring Table,
Rubber bridge scoring isthe same,
except that trick points scored
in one hand count towards mak-
ing game in a subsequent hand ;

remium points are not scored

r making a part score or game,
but only for winning a rubber—
700 for a two-game rubber and
s00 for a three-game rubber ;
honours are counted.

Puvrricate ContrRacT BrIDGE
SCORING TABLE.
Trick Points for Contractor.
Un- Dgubl-
doubl- ed.
¢ ed.
0dd tricks bid and won :
Clubs or Diamonds,
each 20
Hearts, or Spades,
cach 30 6o
{ first 40 Bo

No-trump | eych syb-
[ sequeat 30 60

Re-doubling doubles the doubled
points for Odd Tricks. Vulnera-
hility does not affect points for
Odd wicks. 100 Trick points
constitute a game.’

Prewistn points for contractor,

Not Vaulne-

vulne- rable.
Qrertricks rable, :
Undoubled, each Trick Trick

value value
Doubled, each 00 200
Making Doubled or 50 501 -

Redoubled Contract,

Re-doubling doubles the doubled
peintsfor Overtricks, but does not
affect the points for making
Doubled Contracts.

Premivm points for Defenders,

Not  Vulne-
vulne- rahle.
rahle.
Undertricks. )
Undoubled, each 30 (oo
1’ first 06 200
Doubled {mch sub.

[ sequent zoo 300
Redeubling doubles the dou-
bled points for undertricks.

Premium poinis for Holders
of Honours,

{4 Trump
Honours. LY
. | 5 Trump
o one j Honaurs or
|4Ace.s at
[ No-trump. L5u



*”,

.

62
Premiwm Poinls for
Contractors

Not Vulner-
vulne- able.
rable.
Slams Bid Little 300 750
and won [ Grand 1ooo 1500

Making any Parti- 30 50
sCOTE
Making Game 300 500

Doubling and redoubling do
not affect Honours, Stam, Part
Score or Game points.

Vulnerahility does not aflect
points for Honours or Part Score.

Pointw for Hénours do not
count r match-point scoring.

Wiere our Present Scorine
pIFFERS FROM TRE (QFFICIAL
Practick.

3.  Defermining winners in Team
of Four knogkequt: ~

The international practice is
to determine ithe winners either
on the basis of match points, or
on the basis of the aggregate

score, not by a combination of
the two a3 under the 5.1.B.A.

o, Making Doubled or Redoubled
confract : 50 peoints are assigned
for making any contract, doubled
or redoubled. QOur practice is
not to score this premium.

T

5. Homour Points © These are
not counted in  mmatch point
events. But in match points
events under the SILBA,
hanaurs are counted.,

The INDIAN BRIDGE WORLD

4. Part Seere: International
practice is to count Trick value
for odd Tricks bid and won,
plus Trick value for overtricks,
plus a premium of 50 for making
the Part Score. Our praciice is
to double the Jrick value for
odd Tricks bid and won and add
Trick vatue for overtricks, omit-
ting the premium of 5o for
making the Part Score.

For example there ispo differ-
enee i the score according to
unernational rules between Two
Spades bid and made with an
Overtrick and Three $pades bid
andmade. Both score 140 points.

According to our method of
scoring Twe Spades hid and
raade with an overtrick scores
150, whereas Three Spades bid
and made scores (Bo.

Evnorean Rminoer Leacus.

We give below the Scoring
Scale officially approved by the
Euiopean Bridge League.

Matchas are considersd to be
drawn if in maitches of 64 Boards
or mote the difference does not
exceed 8 International Match
Points, and in matches of less
than 64 Boards, ode-cighth of
the number of Boards played,

with 3 minimem of 2 Match
Points,

In muMiple Team matches 3
result is obtained by allocating
7 Victory Points for a2 win and
Victory Point to each Team for a
draw.

SEPTEMBER—DECEMBER 1953

SCALE OF INTERNATIONAL MaTcH-
Pomrs,

Buropsarn Bridge League.
Difference on Board . M. .

g 10 o
20 — 6o 1
o — 130 2
40 -~ 210 3

220 — 340 4

PRINTED AT THE MADRAS LAW JOURNAL PRESS, MADRAX §.

350 —  49¢

See — 740

750 — 830
1,000 —~ 1,240
1,250 ~ 1,490
1,500 — 1,950
2,000 -~ 2,450
2,500 — 2,09¢
3,000 — 3460
3,500 — 3,900
4,000 and over
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