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HERE AND THERE

The New Cardind

At certain moments in life human language fails to
keep pace with the intensity of thought and emotion. The
mind becomes so overcharged with joy and pride, that it
remains dumb to outward hearing for lack of the vroper
terms to convey the depth and the fulness of ifs experience.
Our oreetings to 1the new Cardinal may therefore sound brief
and bereft of colour, and we humbly crave pardon tor our
inabiiity to befittingly record an event of such national sig-
nificance for the Catholic Church in India. But Dr. Gracias’
career hu: ocen a splendid outstanding event in the life of
Catholic India. The first Indian Archbishop of Bombay, he
has now been raised to the pinnacle of being India’s first
Curdinal. The ‘ vod hat ' is the crowning glorv of his achieve-
ments as an edminisirator apd the highost ‘\('1’1.()“/10({”0
ment of his rare qualities of mind end heact that ke has self-
lessly spent in the service of humanity. Every s,nuul worker
has to rejoice when public recognition of an almost inter-
national kind is conferred on a dedicated life of service.
The Sivth International Conference of Sociel Weork

Tt is not easy to assess the value of so impertant a con-
ference ; theve are too manyv divergent angles 1o be caught
within the focus ol a single observation. For imstence, if
Mr. Nehru had been present, he would huave had cause to
groan at the number of fashionable ladies and their more
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fj;:s m1gb t have been mp'% home in such distinguished
éour?cagy: On th? other ¥apH, a polyglot would have been
ed to death ja-thapbabel of tongues. English of a sort

Wwas the chief means of communication, though as an Eng-¥

lishman patiently told me, “We are quite accustomed {0

hear English being mutilated today,” while the Continentals-

complained that they could not understand English of the
American variety.

. But despite the general confusion, everyone got OO
quite happily together. There were endless speeches
Some short, some long, some very long. And to give every-
body a chance to say something, the afternoon was dedicat-
ed to Commissions and Open Discussions, where everyon¢
Wwas free to express his opinion and ventilate his grievances-
And all that was said, whether beside or to the point, will
be duly recorded in a thick volume, »

Results

‘ What were the positive results of all this loquacity ’
'l?hls Is a most difficult question to answer, yet the most per-
tinent. One might admit with a certain reserve that the
Immediate contact of so many persons of such diverse races,
cultures and colour, yet bound together by the mon ti€
of premoting the welfare of humanity was a very important
asset in itself. The Conference was no meeting of diplo-

mats, but a union of men and women from all parts of the,

world bent on uniting their efforts to relieve human misery,
suffering and peverty and banish ignorance and fear. And
though the stress was much too exclusively on the mere
physical plane the purpose in view deserves high commen-
dation and every success. At the Conference one learned of
the successful experiments for improving material welfare
and human happiness in -different parts of the world, and
how the more advanced West could help the economically
and socially backward East.

Population , v
Like an unearthly spectre that haunts the graveyard,
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the problem of an increasing population was sometimes re-
ferred to at the Plenary Session in passing but birth-control
was strongly advocated at the special Open Discussion that

ealt with the topic. This time howeve:r the advocates of

d
\birth-control met their match in the strong opposition put

up by certain Catholic delegates to the Conference. Thanks

# to Catholic vigilance, no resolution favouring control of

population through contraceptive methods was taken.

Catholic Delegates

Catholic delegates hailing from all corners of the world
were happy to meet each other. A common faith, common
principles and the desire to spread and expand Christian
works of charity and the social doctrine of the Church, held
them together, irrespective of caste, race and colour, into a.
solid phalanx of power for good. It was gratifying to note

¥ the important part played by many of the foreign Catholic

delegates at the Conference and in its organisation.

Diocesan Delegates

Side by side with the International Conierence there
took place in Loyola College the meeting of the Diocesan
Promoters.f Social Work under the leadership of His Grace,
Archbishop Attipetty of Verapoly. Though the first of its
kind, the meeting more than justified the expectations of its
convener. The discussions were concentrated on the prob-
lem of how to arouse the social consciousness of various
groups of Catholics. Many suggestions for the increase of
Catholic social activity were offered and accepted. Much
of the success of the meetings was due to the inspiring lead
of Dr. Attipetty, who is deeply sympathetic with the under-
privileged of both urban and rural areas. Indeed it may
safely be said that the advance of the social movement
among Catholics in India will depend in the main on the
courageous leadership of the Hierarchy. May they guide

the big battalions to victory and peace!
A F.
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SIGNIFICANT PROJECTS IN

FUNDAMENTAL EDUCATION

andxggfrﬁh llntg(lie course of recent years, UNESCO developed
planned a a Ithg concept of Fundamental Education, and
backward Vf'Or dwide movement for soreading it in the
dered ar S Of the world, India was undoubtedly consi-
and as S one of the most Important of these backward areas,
other heeding such @ campaign more urgently than many
mert i(:0l011ntr1es. In(.:ha Wwas making a far-reaching experl-
ed * 1 democracy in which the whole world was interest-

}-1’ ng role in international affairs was of an importancé
Z‘}’l Ich imposed on her electorate a great responsibility. OR

e other hang her bercentage of illiteracy, nearly 80 per

€ .
cent, was greater than In most other countries. Ignoranc€ L]

anld general economic and social backwardness in a count™y
called upon to play, directly and indirectly, a leading part
,llfl world affairs, is a source of danger and disequilibrium.

herefore a statement and a discussion regarding Funda-
mental Education in India could not but be an item in the
Proceedings of a Social Conference held in India. Hence I
.feel. sure of the interest and sympathy of the audiice which
1s listening to this brief eXposé.*

Among those who attempt to define the concept of
fundaments] education, it has become a commonplace to say
tbat mere literacy is the least of the items in a ccmprehen-
Slve programme, that literacy is but one of the means for

that broad understanding of the problems of individual and §

spcial life, of that development of technical skills and artis-
He expression which makes for a fuller life. Fundamental
Educgtion aims at an integrated scheme of knowledge and
practical ability by which young and old, men and women,
are enabled to take their part in the life of their countrys
and to realise, in however inadequate a manner, their place

——

* Paper read at a plenary session of the Sixth International
Conference of Social Work (Madras).
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in the life of humanity as a whole. The socio-economic as-
pect of a citizen’s life is of primary importance in the con-
cept of Fundamental Education. In fact the term “ social
education ” is often used to express what is now technically
known as Fundamental Education.

Now it is the great paradox of India, of the spirit of the
land, of the traditions and customs that go to make her pecu-
liar way of life, that many, if not most, of the objectives of
fundamental education, I mean the integrated view of life
and social activity to which I have referred, are shared by
the illiterate millions of India to a degree which only those
who have lived among them can realise. Of no country can
it be said with greater truth that its illiterate peasantry is
not an uncultured peasantry. The religious beliefs and so-
cial traditions of the people, their concept of an economic
system based upon hereditary crafts and inherited skills,
the incredible rapidity of oral communication in India, and
the frequency of assemblages in temples, at festivals, fairs,
and pilgrimages, create in India an atmosphere suitable for
the grasp and exchange of ideas. They ensure the perma-
nence of a floating culture in which certain values and stan-
dards of judgement, a certain view of life, are accepted and
acted upuwt This explain among other things, for instance,
the fact that our national movement was, in spite of the illi-
teracy of the masses, a mass movement, a genuinely demo-
cratic movement. It explains the success of our recent elec-
tions where symbols and not writing were the important
factor. After all India is a country where some of the
ablest administrators from Akbar to Ranjit Singh did not
know to read and write, though they could have easily
learnt it ; and where thousands of illiterate women have
played decisive roles in social and economic matters with-
out the prestige of literary education.

While this peculiar situation by which literacy in India
need not be the beginning but rather the rounding off of a
process of fundamental education makes the task of funda-
mental education in some way easier, it makes it more diffi-
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Icrlllelfltzi :gszhf'r way. Now obviously the notion of fuI.lda-
community apion 13 lnseP?rablg from the notion of life in 2
for the In:i.i nd the Indian view of life which has ensur
mental val an masses Fhat floating culture with its fund}a—
diffionls alues is essentxglly life in a community. But in€
of the Cg comes from this that the traditional idea or ideal
zatior; mmlllmty Whmh» has been the basis of Indian civili-
lar, ’ nam“e y commumj;y based upon race or religion OF
d*gua%e or even hereditary craftsmanship, is no longer
?u li?g:ate in a d_emoc.ratic society, nay goes counter to thg
ordon mei’nteilh ex1genc1<3s of a national or world democratic
muni*L nn- f e‘ol'der ClemOCrzf\tic countries the term coim-
the e }{ ® ap P hed. to the diverse elements that make UpP
i nire citizenship of a geographical unit. In India the
lvic element hardly entered into the notion of the commu-
n}t.y. It was based upon caste or language or race or reli-
glon. The task of fundamental education in its democratiC
ilspects would have been easier in India if we had to begid
’:)rom blank, and write on a tabula rase. But we have 10
hreak certain moulds and make new ones without wasting
tuman energy and without destroying human hapwiness i
]élcf process. Perhaps the greatest task before Fundarents!
L}catxon In India is the formulation and inculca#on of the
notion of the Community in the sense of a civic ug“fco-opel‘-

ating for the common gg i
ion good withou Y savages of
the traditional kind, t communal cleavag

. Along with this widening and humanizing of the idea of
c1tizensh1p there is another urgent task before the educator,
and thaﬁ is the training of the masses to a realization of the
economic needs of India. It is cbvious that our democracy
will not survive and will not play its role in promoting
world peace if economically India continues to be backward
and dependent. The grave food crisis through which we
hax{e been passing and the impossibility of financing urgent
zomal schemes as long as we have an unfavourable trade

al.ance has focussed the attention of India to the objective
of increased production. The traditional economy in which

kg
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certain communities did manual work and others lived on
inherited incomes or by the so-called learned professions if
continued, will spell ruin for India. The need for hard work,
even manual work for all, along with the right notion of
the dignity of labour, of better methods of agricultural and
industrial production, of better health and better nourish-
ment, the need for all this, is felt by every responsible leader
in India. It is the task of fundamental education to bring
home to the masses the urgency of this total economic rehabi-
litation.

To what extent has this civic and economic instruction
in fundamentals been imparted along with schemes of lite-
racy ? What are the significant projects embodying these
ideals which India has initiated and carried into execution ?
Let me say at once that you will not expect me, spezaking on
behalf of a country of such vastness and complexity, to give
the description of any single striking achievement covering
a great surface in which the contrast between the before
and after would stand out dramatically. In fact I have
drawn on your indulgence for this rather lengthy introduc-
tion, to show that such realisations are not possible in India.
Butl shafrll indicate two or three notable movements which
will give # fairly comprehensive view of the Indian effort.
In the first place I would refer to the great movement
initiated by Mahatma Gandhi to popularise Hindi or Hin-
dustani and secure for it the place which he desired in the
scheme of national education. The choice of an Indian lan-
guage as the official or national language of India while re-
gional languages would continue to play their predominant
roles in secondary education and the dissemination of that
language by voluntary agencies during the past thirty years
and more have constituted a capital element in the national
and democratic training of the Indian masses. The work of
the Hindustani Prachar Sabha of India will rank among the
major achievements of fundamental education in India
though this may seem a surprising statement to make.
Whether it addressed itself to those who were already lite~
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ratein
write fs:rn:;igtg er language, or to those who learnt to read and
I'st time, the movement has affected millions

in India. TItg fFecti
. effectiveness i i i
‘s - n helpin £ a new SOC1O-
political consciousness in In g fo create a new ¢

of civie unity, has been very great,

POinlt)ecffh ir;:;v.e n more significant from the fundamental
the name of Mlshthe other movement also associated with
tion of Basgijc E?i atm‘a Gand}'n, the concept and the promo-
crafts, through tlkllcatmn' This notion of education through
of the cultivbt' y develo_Pment of the sense of touch and
portant eq alion of physical skills, is one of the most im-
at how m;rf ational experiments launched in India. It shows
lives of his y POints the Father of the country touched the
problems wi%e;gpf’ and how little he was inclined to tackle
0lf Basic Educat};)ng:;noguto their roots. The integral notion
¢ .
ofoirelfiti ileu];eriatnts, ha's hot bgen yet implemented in all parts
mentar); edu he spirit of it has been absorbed in the ele-
cation oot ucation sxstgms of all provinces and Basic Edu-
hundred Iilnrf}?'and trgmmg sc}.xools have been started by the
In fact becau;S Ptll‘:)vmce and in all other provinces of India-
called Bagis ES hat Fundamental Education is sometimes
schemes  for - ;lxcatlon, education de base, the {ast official
Gandhian (s)e 2 ¢ DPromotion of basic education in the
fundament 1nS(;’ are sometimes mistaken for schemes of
has gi 3 education in the wider sense which UNESCO
given to it. But there is no doubt that the Indjan con-

cept of Basic E . :
ary conce sic Education through handecrafts is a revolution-

fﬁ)‘:"g:::ny backward democracy like India. Basic Educa-
being ra Fgls and Training Schools for Basic Teachers are
sory r~p1 y multiplied, and the entire scheme of compul-
y dp Imary education in India for children is being pro-
oundly modified by the concept of Basic Education.

The third Project which I
want to describe briefly is the
Very successful Bombay Social Education Campaigr};. It is

dia and in fostering the sensé

tlined by Mahatma Gandhi and his

pt both from the ped i i i
2 . _ pedagogical point of view and
rom the point of view of training for citizenship in an
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significant from many points of view. Begun thirteen years
ago as a movement for adult literacy it has progressively
widened its scope and developed into a social education
campaign which brings it into full harmony with the objec-
“tives of fundamental education. In fact it is one of the very
few Projects in India accepted as-Associated Projects by
UNESCO. It has been launched and developed by private
initiative and for a large part by voluntary workers, and a
good deal of its considerable financial cutlay has been met
by private donations. Its achievements have been impres-
sive. From 1939 to 1952 they have instructed over a quarter
million adults through courses lasting four months each, and
an almost equal number have benefited by post literacy
classes. In the year 1951-1952 about 70,000 received instruc-
tion, half of whom were adults who were made literate.
Bombay City has 54 per cent literacy now and this com-
pares very favourably with the 32 per cent literacy for the
rest of India. But what is capital about the Bombay scheme
is that it is not confined to mere literacy but is a compre-
hensive scheme of fundamental education including in-
struction in civics, in national history, in geography, in per-
sonal hygiene and collective sanitation, in community life
and in arustic appreciation and self-expression. All the
varied means of instruction are used,—talks, film shows, ex-
cursions, dramatic entertainments, ballad singing, etc. It is
to the great credit of the Bombay Social Education Com-
mittee that they have envisaged their work with a national
outlook and enlarged its scope so as to make each teaching,
y centre a real social centre.

This broadening of the scope of their work has been parti-
cularly noticeable in the manner in which during recent
years the Committee has organized Social Education Weeks.
in which national leaders like the Prime Minister and Dr.
Radhakrishnan have taken part. Separate days were allot-
ted to the study and discussion of various aspects of funda-
mental education. There was a Civic Day, a Health and
Sanitation Day, a Women’s Day and a Social Service Day.

2
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ig;sucr}gartthat the extremely influential Committee which

Bomb ex(}? ken this immense task of social education B

voluné11 y City has secured the co-operation of almost al
ary organizations for social service and given to thelr

3‘1,1; tt?;il\}:e?re them is still a formidable one. There ar
Bomba e alfhs of illiterates in Bombay City and greater
at the zz;telt fw ill take them years to liquidate the proble™
resources (;1' progress they are making. But Bombay has
these r which are grgater than those of other cities and
oho is;urces along with the high standard of civic sense
tho s marked public life in Bombay, give hopes that

work of the Social Education Committee and its devoted

ban . ]
clus(iio(;lf workers will be carried forward to a successful con”

Bom?)‘:;lt ?hﬂe the aChieYement of a Committee like that of
contro Zr or the promo’gxon of social education in an urban
is in the e'EOteworthy’ it remains true that the life of Indid
educatio Viages, .and that the greatest tasks of fundamental
e deverll in India are connected with rural problems and
I cannot Op_mlent of community life in rural centres. Hence
retons conclude this brief and inadequate survey without
rring to What. is undoubtedly the most significant social
ﬁ;(gﬁfthlag?'c hed in India next to the heroic efforts to abolish
'Pro'e; abi lti’ 1 mean the inauguration of the Community
il anh's 0{‘1 the 2nd.of October, the birthday of Mahatm2
L hese Projects began in some way several years

ago, and its method were applied on a limited scale in the

Etawah and Gorakpur Projects, and in the Urban—cum-Rurﬂ\1 ¥

Ezcr)ljec;t (Zf Fa?hdabad, not to speak of other rural Reconstruc-
b centres like Maxjtandapx, the rural centres conducted b¥

e Se'rvants of India Society, and the important rural c0-
operatl.ves. st_arted by the Belgian missionaries in Chota Nag-
iﬁg fﬁz’z it 1fs only during the past year that the experience
and ands of all these experiments have been pooled toge-
T a comprehensive scheme of rural reconstruction
) cen launched. In chosen centres, villages from fifty

efforts a scope and intensity worthy of the highest praise-

-
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to a hundred have been grouped together for purposes of a
co-operative community effort to improve sanitation, in-
crease agricultural production, build roads, ensure a good
water supply and adequate medical attention, and promote
education both among children and adults. The Community
Projects envisage nothing less than the total transformation
of rural life in India. Its economic aspect should not blind
us to the fact that it constitutes the most far-reaching ex-
periment in fundamental education so far initiated in the
country. Its success will depend on the quality of the per-
sonnel chosen to work out the Projects and the thorough-
ness of the training given to them. The Ford Foundation is
helping to train the personnel ; and the Projects are receiv-
ing technical and financial aid under the Point Four Pro-
gramme of the United States. UN ESCO too has in hand the
scheme of starting a great Training Centre for the promo-
tion of Fundamental Education. Undoubtedly the UNESCO
Centre will play an important part in the working of the
Community Projects. Universities in India too will have to
play their part in training Community Projects personnel.
We may therefore conclude by saying that while significant
projects of fundamental education have not been wanting
in India, ti.e most significant of all has been but just launch-
»d. Itis in the successful pursuit of these Community Pro-
jects that Fundamental Education will achieve its greatest
success in India. It will help not only to eradicate illiteracy
imong the masses but will enable them to envisage their in-
jividual and social activities, their economic and cultural
»fforts in terms of community welfare, and ultimately to re-
sstablish community life in India on the basis of civic unity
ind social harmony.

J. D’Souza.
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THE WORLD'S CHILDREN

Unitzfjhﬂl\f tPralslng India’s monetary contribution 10 the
M Maur:'i Loribs International Children’s Emergency Fund
o Nqurice Pate, the Executive Director of the UNICEF,
1OW the oro i on January 3rd, drew attention to the fact th{it
than in aP grammes of the Fund were much larger in Indi
is part ?y other country of the world. The UNICEF, which
Asgemb(l) the United Nations, was set up by the Genera_\l
General onn December 11th;, 1946. Member States at this
and pur ssembly more than realised that the whole aim
ing gf tgoscé of the United Nations, as well as the implement-
was do e Charter WO\}Id be meaningless unless something
by the 1:18’ :-I,:d 'done qUIFlﬁly, to meet the emergency creat
ted esti ut1‘0n of millions of children in the war devast-
ate countries in Europe. More than this, the vast h osts of
children were not only to be won back to life, but they mus®
be .rebull-t into happy, free and healthy citizens of tomor-
row. This then, was the double mandate given to the United

Nations International Children’ its
. creation. en’s Emergency Fund at

The assistance given by the UNICEF, in the‘;)eginning’
took t}%e form of feeding millions of children in the war-tor?
countries of Europe. The break-down of the economic life
of the§e countries meant, not only poverty, unemploylfnenl£
and disease for the adult population, but also long years of
malnutrition for millions of the young. Unfortunately, with
the end of the shooting-war, the miseries and sufferings of
vast popuations did not end. In fact, the rise of new poli-
tical boundaries and the enforcement of political ideologies
by some governments led to vast emigration movements and
the United Nations was faced with a refugee problem. OP
the same emergency basis, UNICEF extended its assistancé

to n}lmbers of children and mothers among the Arab and
Jewish refugees in the Palestine area,
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As the name indicates, the UNICEF was an ‘“‘emer-
gency ” measure, but that emergency has not ceased to exist.
In fact, three years after its establishment, the Executive
Board of the organisation began to study what needs of

- children would continue to require international help, and

what other international organisations could meet these
needs. This question was fully discussed by the Fund, dur-
ing the next eighteen months with several United Nations
Specialized Agencies, and in particular with the Social
Commission and the Economic and Social Council. All mem-
ber States of the United Nations took part in this discussion,
and in December 1950, the General Assembly decided to ex-
tend the life of the United Nations International Children’s
Emergency Fund for another three vears, till the end of
1953, at which time, the General Assembly will again con-
sider the future of the Fund, “ with the object of continuing
the Fund on a permanent basis”. The second conclusion
which derived from this debate of the General Assembly
was that international help and assistance was essential for
children in the under-developed countries of Asia, Latin
America, Africa and the Middle East. This conclusion was
supported by the fact, that whereas, in Europe the post-war
emergency feeding of children was vastly reduced due to
the rebuilding of dairy herds in the countries of Europe
which now had, in some measure, recovered from the rava-
ges of war, in the under-developed countries the low stand-
ard of living, the occurrence, within recent times, of natural
calamities like drought, famine and earthquakes and the re-
fugee problem tended so to affect the condition of children
in these areas as to, constitute an emergency. Hence, the
resolution of December 1950 replaced the priorities estab-
lished by the United Nations General Assembly in 1946, It
provided that the UNICEF should use its resources for “ the
cmergency and long range needs of children and their con-
tinuing needs particularly in under-developed countries,
with a view to strengthening, wherever this may be appro-
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riat )
gf ch’ ":he bermanent child health and welfare programmes
_ ountries receiving assistance ” :

W, .
Nation}s’?;nttYPeS pf assistance are offered by the United
ing its earl er};r>lem~1 onal Children’s Emergency Fund? Dur-
gency creat}e’ad iglrgungs In order to meet the serious emer-
malnutrition thn urope by acute food shortage and child
milk, clothin N ZSSIStaPce given usually took the shape of
Such aigd hasgb: 1d medical supplies. Within recent times,
mothers, Greek D glven to Palestine refugee children and
thers réfu N I’_Gfugee .Chlldren, Korean children and mo-
drought, farm, children in Turkey, and to the victims of
dia, B] éaIVadne, earthquakes and floods in Yugoslavia, In-
Eramme appr. or; nd Italy. During 1951 the assistance pro-
largely j Iii oved by the UNICEF Executive Board has been
Y 1n the form of supplies and equipment for :—

(a) Slirclﬁ;altl?ater.na-l and child welfare purposes, in-
for ch?ld ¢ building and expansion of basic services
welfare Ten and mothers; the training of child-
and masé)ersonngl for mgintaining those services,
those whi campaigns against diseases, particularly

b : € wWhich affect large numbers of children.

) Child feeding Programmes, and related undertak-
Ing, such as milk conservation. ) A

c .
© Sggreél;lsigtmléps of people in need on account of emer-
and art.uallons. . In the under-developed countries,

cal eﬂivailcc‘te;f lytni}:hose which lack medico-techni-

i ent, the supplies and equipment pro-
Wd?d. b.y the UNICEF include : DDTqanI:i sprayI:ars,
penicillin, tuberculin and BCG vaccine, diptheria
Pelrtusms vaccine and other assorted drugs, chemi-

IC:; :d?nd biologicals ; also hypodermic syringes and
kits e:,d_ﬂ‘lceymometers, obstetrical and midwifery
Xorn punl'at ric, surgical and therapeutic equipment,
clinigs llVI s and films ang vehicles, including mobile
ported e u(;reover, UNICEF provides special im-
porea 031 pment and plants to help build up the
production of powdered and pasteurized milk,

.

-3
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vaccines, insecticides and antibiotics to be used to
bring health and happiness to the millions of child-
ren in our under-developed lands.

It is obvious that the assistance-programmes of the
United Nations International Children’s Emergency Fund,
tend to bring that organisation into very close collaboration
and connection with several other United Nations Specializ-
ed Agencies. Thus, with the steady growth of child-health
programmes, the relationship of the UNICEF with the World
Health Organisation (WHO) has become increasingly close.
This collaboration is affected mainly in two ways. Firstly,
any project in the field of health brought to the UNICEF
for assistance is subjected to a serious study and examina-
tion by the World Health Organization, and before it may
be set in operation, it must be pronounced as being techni-
cally sound by WHO. Secondly, as the case may be, WHO
provides technical advice to countries for such projects,
through the Technical Assistance Programme. In this way,
most projects in the child-health field for which equipment
and assistance are requested from UNICEF, also receive
technical assistance from WHO in the form of international
personnel. Both the supplies and the right type of personnel
are essential to the success of any project, and therefore, a
close working arrangement is maintained to secure the
smooth co-ordination of international aid. Thus, the First
World Health Assembly authorized the establishment of a
section on maternal and child-health, and the appointment .
of an expert advisory committee. In the sphere of active-
field service, WHO offered all governments, “ Demonstra--
tions of health services for mothers and children, preferably
in conjunction with demonstrations of general health servi-
ces or of some other type of special programme, as malaria
or tuberculosis control ”. A similar close collaboration exists
between the United Nations International Children’s Emer-
gency Fund and the Food and Agricultural Organisation
(FAQO) with regard to milk drying and pasteurization. A
great part of the world’s available milk supply is wasted by
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tnefﬁment methods of handling and processing or by failuit
0 make the best use of such nutritionally valuable products
as skm} milk, and FAO offers its assistance to all govern-
ments interested in avoiding this waste, and increasing th¢
quantity and quality of this useful food especially for chil-
dren. The FAO has worked with the United Nations Inter-
national Children’s Emergency Fund in Europe by provid-
Ing technical assistance to governments on imprbved me-
thods of handling and processing dairy products. In the
undex:—developed countries the need of such technical assist-
ance 1s of great importance, and the work is being co-ordi-
nated with projects on breeding and feeding of livestock

with a view to a general increase in the volume of dairy
products,

The United Nations International Children’s Emergency
;F und, as an international co-operative on behalf of childrén
1S supported mainly by government contributions on 2 VO~
lunta?y basis. More than fifty governments have SO
contributed, and many of them for a second, third or fourth
time. Upto the beginning of November 1951, the resources
of UNICEF were the equivalence of slightly over 162 mil-
lion dollars. This comprised the voluntary contributions oF
pledges of fifty-five governments, totalling 115 million dol-
lars, the equivalent of some 32 million dollars from UNRRA
.ra\nd_ 1.5 million dollars in voluntary donations from private
zndxyldgals or organisations in ovér seventy countries and
terr¥tor1es, and also other miscellaneous income. At itS
session in Paris in November 1952, the twenty-siX
nathn Executive Board approved assistance totalling ap-
proximately six million dollars for 42 child-aid programmes
in 22 countries and territories, in addition to emergency
work for Korean and Palestinian child refugees. While the
new allocations were primary for long-range operations,
715,000 dollars were appropriated for prefabricated hous€
made in Yugoslavia, to be used for housing orphan refuge€
children in Korea, and, also, under the heading emergency
aid, a further 524,000 dollars were appropriated for supple-
mentary feeding of Arab refugee mothers and children.
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On the completion of its fifth year of operation, the
United Nations International Children’s Emergency Fund
was able to show a very creditable record. During these
five years millions of children in sixty countries have been

- reached, some over a period of years, with food, clothing

and medical aid. Hundreds of maternity child-welfare cen-
tres have been established in several economically under.
developed countries, and mass campaigns started against
age-old diseases largely affecting children—tuberculosis,
malaria, yaws, pre-natal syphilis, whooping cough and dip-
theria—and a “significant start made in training local per-
sonnel to carry through national child-care programmes. By
the time the approved programmes based on financial aid
from UNICEF have been completed in Europe, Asia, the:
Middle East, Latin America and Africa, the total will reach
approximately 42,000,000 children.

Catholics will note with pride, that fully twelve months.
before the United Nations International Children’s Emer-
gency Fund was created, our Holy Father, Pius XII, in his
encyclical letter, On Assuming more eagerly at the present
time the care of need children, (January 6th, 1946) pleaded
earnestly on behalf of “a host of innocent children, millions
of whom, it is estinated, are in many countries without the
necessities of life and are suffering from cold, hunger and
disease.” In fact, as our Holy Father states, “in every age
the Church has exercised the most diligent care of the young
and has rightly deemed this as an official mission assigned
in a very special way to her charity”. In keeping with
Catholic tradition and the wishes of the Holy Father, the
International Catholie Child Bureau operates in many coun-
tries, and in collaboration with the United Nations Inter-
national Children’s Emergency Fund, attempts to build up
a healthy, honest and industrious youth who will grow up
as citizens remarkable for their probity, fortitude and other
mental and physical qualities.

. C. C. Clump.
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MY RIGHT TO A HOUSE

we aVlihzr;tecil:scussmg the housing problem of this country,
o i e alppal'led by thg eénormous expenditure involv-
Tine ot 1t F}T odg}ng 362 million people. In the Draft Out-
has toied ;wrst Five .Year. Plan, the Planning Commission
2t loast 1 e0 ace the situation in a brave attempt to satisfy
ating somns f;ore urgent needs of industrial labour by alloc-
et oo Ocroreg of rupees to industrial housing. Even
various industrial centros, Besions toe ) Jonr i dhe
ever, there is another side to thespicetuxf:eanc(::tla?spe(:t’ e
' t y nly a m

ﬁgfstﬂii one. Especially in under-developed arele of ‘(c)}I;s
lodgings mou:s, people who are accustomed to live without
e thatus s;)lmehow be made realise that they need a
ho tr; : a house properly built and furnished can

nsiormed into a home, and that a home is necessary

for the mental and cultur
al de
human being needs a home. velopment of man. Every

Shelter

The Sixth International Conference of i
Social rk
held, receptly at Madras began its sessions by descx:\iY)ci)ng
man’s basic needs. In one of the Open Discussions, in which
/deleg.ates”were allowed to participate, the “ Social Aspects of
Housing was the theme for discussion. The participants
ﬁfﬁrmed definitely that housing was a basic human need
The need,” they maintained, “is primarily for a place of.
shelter from climatic conditions and protection against peril
from wild :fmimals and hostile human beings. This is true
for the Eskimo in an igloo and for the African with his hut
-of mud walls and thatched roof, and even for the moving

tent of the B in i h
Red Indian.” edouin in the desert, and the wigwam of the

]

Abode for the Family

But together with shelter, a house is requi
s . . ) e is required to pro-
vide the family with an abode. It is the plac:e1 for the in)rth
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and rearing of children. The house has been described
often as the ‘ family nest’. If anything, the simile connotes
the warmth and affection that forms so significant a factor of
family life. But from this fact flows a very important con-

" clusion. If a house is to be reckoned the family nest, it must

provide for the very basic needs of every family. There
should ample supplies of water, facilities for cooking, room
for storing food and fuel, and efficient conditions for health
and sanitation.

Privacy

A family is not merely a union of persons bent on satis-
fying purely material needs. It is essentially a fellowship,
a unity of father, mother and children bound by ties of
blood and affection, a nursery in which the finest traditions

 of the race and culture of the community are handed

down from generation to generation. To achieve this pur-
pose, a certain amount of privacy and separation must be
attained through the proper construction of buildings. If
people are able to look freely into each other’s homes so as
to observe all that their neighbours are doing, the healthy
development of the family is out of the question. In place
of modesty and politeness, there will flourish vulgarity of
mind and habits, and a lack of that sense of decency that
characterises the well-bred.

Property basis

The spiritual functions that are deeply involved in the
essential purpose of the family make it necessary for the
house to be used and possessed by the family as its own. A
certain security of tenure is an absolute essential. It is true
that men are acquisitive; that the instinct for possession
has brought about many abuses in the past. But on the
other hand, the complete denial of this natural potency to
possess upsets the balance of essential needs that make
family life possible and worthwhile.



356
SOCIAL ACTION

Who is to provide ?

" But if h(?uses have‘ to be built, who is to build them ?
1s mtergstmg to review the history of housing in differ
ent'countrles of the world. In Britain, during th: medievai
}Derléad,‘ the provision of houses was a responsibility of the
1;3)1‘ of the. Mang)r, who granted the land and exacted the
our qf his serfs as payment of rent. But the Industrial
Revolgtlon led to the desertion of the countryside and the
Iclrowitllng of the cities. The responsibility for building
ouses was now accepted and undertaken by the factory
owner, or the mine owner, or the land owner, Very little
thought was given to the manner in which these houses
were constructed, nor was any heed paid to the supply of
such amen'ities as the number of rooms, necessarypg );ce
water, sanitation. Especially when private enterpfisepwaé

. S a

The result was the slow creation of sl
were condemned to live not like men bultlﬁls{’e“{)}:eziispe?lpki
slurps are well known for their over-crowding thei;' dirt
their utter lack of sanitation, and their unhealth’y effects on,
the minds of their inmates. They seem to be an inevitable
consequence of industrialisation all the world over Toge-
ther with the slums went the insecurity of the usé of the
house one lived in. So long as a man was employed by the
factory, his house was safe. But if his services were termi-
nated, he and his family were literally thrown on the streets.

Voluntary Association

Not everybody was blind to the sufferings of the fac-
to.ry employees. Individuals, like Canon Barnes and Octavia
Hill in England, formed societies to provide people with
better hoqses. Slum areas were bought up, destroyed and
- new and improved types of houses set up in their place.

Co‘-operative voluntary effort made it possible for people to
. build and gradually own their own house, But, the process
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has been a slow one. And the two world wars have only
served to aggravate the situation. Not only has there been
a suspension of building operations, but the influx of refu-
gees from one country into another, from the towns into the

" countryside and vice versa, has increased the overcrowding

and abnormally affected the rents. In these conditions, the
responsibility for providing people with houses falls in a
special way on the central government of the country. Itis
only government that can cope with a situation of such vast
proportions. Obviously private and co-operative voluntary
enterprise are not to be despised or curtailed, but the main
responsibility lies with the government.

All countries

The conclusion that has been arrived at is not peculiar
to any single country, but seems to be borne out by the ex-
perience of every industrialised nation. Germany and France
have passed through the same evolution. In the USA,
where private enterprise is keenly encouraged, the people
realise that government must step in to assist private effort
if the housing problem is to be adequately tackled. Even
in the southern states of the U.S.A., where a large number of
Negroes have to live in miserable hovels, the central govern-
ment had come to the assistance of the Tuskegee Institute,
which was started by Booker T. Washington for Negro up-
lift. But despite insistence on governmental intervention,
public opinion must be frantically urgent in demanding bet-
ter houses for all. It was the crusading spirit of the North
American ¢ Abolitionists’ who believed deeply in the dignity
and the equality of man and therefore forcibly denounced
slavery on one man by another, that raised the status of the
American Negro and promoted his welfare.

What kind of a house ?

It might be difficult to specify the kind of house that
would gain universal approbation as being the ideal type,
for customs and tastes and traditions vary so greatly from:
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people to people. But in a general way minimum housin
standa?ds for the human family in relation to its needs ang
potencies can be more easily prescribed, The prevailing de
ficiencies in regard to housing in slum and backward fural-

areas are an index of the kind of house people should not be |

compfelled to inhabit. If a house or habitation is to £ 1fil it

fungtlon as a home for the family, it must ens . is.
faction of certain basic conditions, ure the satis-

First and foremost there should r i

and carry on family life. Even thisbr;;?i?;;ersg(tm}llotv%el\lfze
may vary from place to place. In the tropical zones a lar er
space may be necessary than in the temperaté or the Aft_r
reglons.. In India such living space has been specified blc
the National Housing Commission as 100 sq fegt : por.
son. In other countries the minimum differs, Butr::(i:lrexP is
no need to point out how this basic standard' is never e;erelri
in a remote way satisfied in any slum or backward rural
area. Overcrowding may never be tolerated. =

Other Needs

Effective water supply, easily accessible. i
tion, separate cooking facilities, z'eparateﬂl)alx%atgo(;(i)gs szﬁﬁz
dant light, especially sunlight, must all be forthcon’ning as
necessary elements for the house of minimum standards to
satisfy basic needs. In actual terms, this would imply that
the house should contain a living room of the min}i,mum‘
standard size, a kitchenette, a lavatory, windows for lighﬁ
. and fresh air, a water tap in the house or in the neigilbour-
- hood, place for storing fuel and food, and sufficient space or
- partitions between houses to ensure privacy, The size of

" the family will require a'corresponding increase in the liv-

. ing space allotted to each family unit. The living room may
" be a larger one capable of being artificially divided into two.
. Finally there must be the sense that the house is one’s own
to use as a home. It must be capable of oﬁering privacy,

. shelter and protection to all its inmates,
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Neighbourhood

While the family is a distinct unit in itself, it is not an
absolutely independent unit. It is deeply tied up with the
interests of other families in the neighbourhood. It in-
fluences and is influenced by them. Congenial surroundings
of both a physical and a rational nature help to give the
family the sense of the community spirit. Members of the
family must learn to be good neighbours and work together
with the other members of the neighbourhood for the gene-
ral welfare of the community. Corporate team-work is ne-
cessary within the environs of the neighbourhood. The ge-
neral planning and the situation of the house plays an im-
portant part in determining the success or the failure of this
experiment.

Better family life

There is a connection between improved standards of
living and the spiritual health of the family. The physical
environment does affect the growth of the higher nature of
man for better or worse. It was found in England that fami-
lies that had been transplanted from the slums into more
congenial areas improved thereby. Cleanliness, cheerfulness,
kindness and sympathy were nurtured and grew apace. In
India we face the problem of getting people away from the
slums. Even when they are offered better houses, the res-
ponse is disappointing since the urge for improved condi-
tions lies deeply dormant. In Germany, better housing did
not always lead to an improvement in family life. The mo-
dern world is too full of the lighter type of amusement
that attracts men away from the darabness and the tedium
of an unhappy home. But the general experience seems to
warrant the belief that better physical conditions especially
for people living in a sub-human material environment bring
about better family life. The frustrations of bad housing

therefore should be speedily remedied.
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Arousing the public conscience

How has the public conscience in regard to better hous-

ing been aroused in the past ? How has the state come to
realise its obligations for housing the citizens in a manner
that becomes their human di
a slow one, as the history of housing in the different nations
of the world amply testifies. It began with the individual
awareness of the sufferings of the homeless. A man felt
the need of a house when he hed lost one. Byt in many cases,
since his individual resources were limited, he had to sub-
mit to his fate and accept any kind of inhuman shelter he
could find. But there were individuals in the community
who had the sympathy to feel the sufferings of others.
These were really the incipient social workers of ocur own
days. Though they may not have been professionals, they
were deeply urged by the social sense to relieve human
misery and suffering. They were the first to start volun-
tary co-operative societies to enable people build their own
houses on a cheap instalment system,

But with the expansion of the
efforts were not sufficient.
public opinion, has awaken
citizens with better houses,
fulfil. While it is true that
and accepted their obligati

modern world, even their
The modern state, by force of
ed to the task of providing its
a task which only the state can
most governments have realised

ons on this score, little has been
done and is being done to relieve the acute insufficiency of

housing. The two world wars have only aggravated the
situation. In our own country, food occupies the first place.
Till India can produce its food in sufficient quantities, the

provision of houses must needs hold a place of secondary
importance.

The Social Worker

There is one element however that can make up this
enforced tardiness on the part of the state, and that is the
social worker. It is the social worker who can help people

gnity ? The process has been ~
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an help
to transform their houses into real homesimvl;/ilecfS gy  he P
people to undertake the building of chea? hoses Y i the
ing them to use their own labqur. Self-help

long way to
~trying circumstances of the m(_)ment coe;nag(;aik Oofg hOUSES.
‘relieve the almost universal distress impede the

-—

Government obligations however should r;c‘:;cn 1situation as
citizen from doing his best to improve h 1; e the desire to
far as he can by his own efforts. To in »‘}clhworker. This
improve must be the main task Of.thelscc)if;a which is bound
Is not easy, especially in a country _hke nd‘ t’h & conservatism
down by the prejudices, the traditions an¢ ©1° spirit, a de-
of centuries. But in Free India there 15 a» rr;ind of the peo-
sire to learn and improve, a turrpoﬂ in tge't is for the social
ple looking forward to better things, ank lthe best of it. To
worker to seize the opportunity and make rifice on the part
gain this advantage might call for much sac with the people-
of the social worker, as for instance, 11v:n§ reat to achieve
in the villages ; but no sacrifice can be too gr

the consoling promises of the future.

A. Fonseca.

ill-gotten ; a
Tainted is every sacrifice that comes of g?;\(zi;ulrl 1. g Should
mockery, this of sacrifice, that sha}l win fno oners, (take the
the Most High accept the offermgs 0 S) and ;;ardon their
gifis of the wrong-doer into His reckon;n%vho robs the poor
sins because their sacrifice are many - llowship that would
and then brings sacrifice, if of their fi Oe es of his father.
immolate some innocent child before t i yt him of it, and
Poor man’s bread is poor man’s life; chea his life’s blood,
thou hast slain him ; sweat of his brow o;d thou art own
what matters ? Disappoint the hireling &

brother to a murderer. Ecclesiasticus, 34.
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OUR PUBLIC MORALS

In man’s life ethics holds priority over esthetics. Books

may be well written, yet be perverse ; poisons may call for -

the highest technique, they may be most alluring in their
warm colouring, they remain poisonous. It is only a modern
perversion that sin is clothed in an artistic garb or in what
passes as art : it has nearly become a fashion. Peguy cnce
remarked : “They are all that way ; they must have evil
and sin to make things interesting. I do not work in sin.
I am a sinner but there is not a single sin in my writings "
But of course all have not the talent and mental elevation of
a Peguy. On the other hand there would be few writers, pub-
lishers, producers and sellers of such books, films and pic-
torials, if there were no buyers, readers and film-goers that
crave for a certain type of nourishment. A few of these are
"bold enough to confess their depravation ; most of them pre-
tend they never see any evil anywhere or at least never
feel disturbed in soul. Which, if at all sincere—is a silly
avowal of stupidity or abnormality. It would be a clear
sign that they have no intelligence, no imagination, no heart,
no will. What would be an ammeter that is not sensitive to
any electric current or a thermometer that remains unim-
pressed by heat or cold ? Just fit for the rubbish heap !

Besides sexually depraved publications, there are cart-
loads of books, pictorials and films that betray a morbid in-
sistence on sex matters. True Romances, True Stories, True
Detectives, etc., a large slice of the comic and supercomic
mass-preduction; a sizable quota of talkies give sex an im-
portance it has not in normal life and keep public opinion
at a low or abnormal level. One must confess that there 18
a striking contrast between Communist and democratic
societies. However materialistic be the mental and moral
tone of communist society, it holds little room for sex-
preoccupations. The free-love pericd which followed the
Russian revolution was cut short very soon and stringent
laws were passed and rigorously applied which tightened

4

~
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-losopher, Henry Bergson, denounced mo
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iced the
sexual relations. The Red leaders had Sf.on .flr?(;lcto their
harm moral laxity was doing to their nd .1:(;1 or tolerated ;
plans. But in democracies the evil 1S deni

essi The French phi-
yet they badly suffer from sex-obsessmn;1ern C vilisation as

A » he noted : “The
being aphrodisiac. In ** Les Deux Sources put they would

claims of the genetic faculty are impen;)usdendes. roud
s0on be tamed if people kept to naturayl e;i encles, U
pily this sensation which is strong but p?jl ‘-.t, D e an ever
el e e e rour'l 1en’cecrl such a rich
growing number of harmonics ; he has InV! e s the
variety of tones that any object struck 1_n anyI e re-
same tune which has become an obsessmn;h tisan et
curring appeal to the sexual sense throug

imagmaﬁon ” q

le, Fr. Kirsch, o.F.m. Cap. has re-

In a more familiar sty natever be the march of

?mrked that with socme lpe(l)cple’ w
ime, it i{s always sex o’clocK. i divide
) \ ciety is divi

Responsibility for this alarming tonbtgf S;h:)igi make a
ed and every citizen, parent, and edgca sonsibilitv. Civil
sincere sssay of his possible share of reS'Pu their duties
authorities themselves cannot Sh}l K'heir minimum
in this matter of social atmcisp'here, t e from
task should be to prevent public MED ‘reach what is
being poisoned and to keep out of pubélcthe backing of
undoubtedly cbscene. At times they _nl(fe;ion A frequent
civic opinion to apply the existing 1eg'1§"3” to claim legis-
cause of hesitation for clean-minded Cltuencstrong measures
lation and for officials to have recourse ti wis obscene and
is the hazy notion they have about Wné Relly and M. J.
what is nct. The rules given bY “F r.b .ene is often used
@'Anjou may elucidate the point: Oai? ts it has a precise
in a vague and broad sense, but for mor '8

] ke it clear.
technical meaning. Instances will lhelp F:L((;r g‘;m to be ob-
T-et us consider obscene books and P E‘?rsit their theme must

scene, two elements are required. . Secondly the
be lustful or naturally arouse sexual passion.



34 SOCIAL ACTION
treatment of the subject must present lust or sexual pas-
sion as attractive. Adultery for instance is sinful lust ; if
a beook or a play deals with this subject and depicts it as
something alluring, that book or play is obscene, In a like

manner, excessive nudity and especially the display of a -

woman undressing in front of a man are normally consider-
ed as viclently stimulating sexual impulses. Hence when
stars are cbviously indulging in such provocative scenes, as
happens in most of the modern burlesque shows, one is well
within undeniable obscenity.”

These summary rules, however incomplete, should go
some way in clearing notions of citizens and officials. Even
the cleanest ideas and ideals will be of little avail unless
courage is mustered up to face duty and to brave prejudices
and vested interests. Are our officials in modern democra-
cies satisfled that they do justice to their conscience and to

society ? And will civic supnport give them the fillip their
goodwill expects ?

A. Lallemand.

It is one of the supreme necessities of our times to
watch and to labour to the end that the motion picture be
no longer a school of corruption but that it be transformed

into an effectual instrument for the education and the ele-
vation of the mind.

And here we record with pleasure that certain govern-
ments, in their anxiety about the influence exercised by the
cinema in the moral and educational fields, have, with the
aid of upright and honest persons, especially fathers and
mothers of families, set up reviewing commissions and have
constituted other agencies which have to do with motion
picture production in an effort to direct the cinema for ins-
piration to the national works of great poets and writers.

Prus XI.

~
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BOOK NOTES & REVIEWS

L’ enfance dans le monde is a quarterly published by In-

v ternational Catholic Child Bureau, and is devoted to the

problems of children in all countries. o First a

The present issue contains interesting reports. ;
report ofpthe General Assembly of the U.N.O. held last wml;
ter which tells of the efforts made on ‘behalf of the Gre.et
and Yugoslav children who are detained in Communclis
countries, the Italian children who were vicetims of floods,
the children of backward countries who are uneducatgd, etc.
Artificial birth-control was also discussed and met W1}t1h thﬁ
most violent opposition from the U.S.S.R. delegate tto:ing
no resolution was passed. The E.C.'O._S.O.C. also treated o
child problems in its various commissions.

A summary budget of the U.N.ICEF. indicates the heép
given to children in many countries anq the provisions ma t}i
for fair distributions to children in Asia, Europe and Sou :
America. Other reports and plans are mentioned : the act:-
vities of the Paris International Chi%d Centre, the Inter-
national Conference on public education, etc.

The secend part of the issue deals with Catholic thought
and effort : the Fourth Inter-American Congress on Catholic
Education, the Paris “ Carrefour ” of the Wo_rld Congress of
lay-apostolate, the First Congress of Te:alchmg Nuns.anfi ai
news bulletin covering various countries. The perxodlcai1
covers the subject of child welfare with an unusual breao}(ti
of vision and the highest ideal. It measuresup to the wor . 1
scale which characterises the modern approach to socia
problems. o

In a Pastoral Letter reprinted under the title Cr1}§§de
of Thought, Prayer and Action”, His Grace the AI‘Chfbl& ‘o.;::
of Madras launched a pressing appeal for a renewal o Splrll
in the actual crisis. The more ominous the signs of wor d
conditions, the more urgent the obligation igr Cathohcs. t,?
face their duty and live up to the expectations of Christ.
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The outlines include work for ourselves (crusade of sancti-
fication, action, prayer, penance and duty) and work for
others (crusade of thought, truth, example, social justice

and charity as well as special tasks concerning vocations,

elite, youth and family).

After a correct estimate of conditions, needs and re-
sources, a plan for combined action will be possible for the
Catholic Action boards. The plan is already outlined in an
appendix with detailed suggestions for every age and con-
dition, for every need and opportunity, and it speaks well
for the fervour of the Madras Archdiocese that the assigned
targets are expected to be reached in three years’ time.

The Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India has just pub-
lished the report of the meetings of its Working and Stand-
ing Committees for 1952. The Conference has a Standing

Committee, a Vigilance Section, and Sections on Education,

Catholic Social Action, Church Extension, Seminaries,
Catholic Action, Catechetical Instruction. The reports pre-
sented by the Chairman of each section make most interest-
ing reading and the questions dealt with by the Standing
Committee at its meetings held at Bangalore in October
cover vital questions like visas for missionaries, birth-con-
trol clinics, marriage laws, educational policy, etc.

The sectional reports reveal a constant care to be ob-
jective, though on occasion it is hard to estimate the bear-
ing of the facts as reported ; the Standing Committee shows
a business-like activity ; it has even a tone of optimism, as
when it sanctioned the printing of 1,500 copies of the report
though last year only 446 were sold out of 800,

The Section on Catholic Social Action has possibly the most
methodical report. It takes in turn the resolutions passed in
October 1949, in January 1951 and in October 1951 and the
measures taken to implement them ; a veritable examination
of conscience. Much was attempted though some dioceses
- appear not to be awake to the perils in India’s social con-
ditions. Much was done in the line of publicity, even in the
matter of organisation, little new was attempted in the

N
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economic field. The report ends with a hope that at 'fhe
December meeting of Diocesan Directors of Social ‘{&ct}on
proper steps would be taken to co-ordinate efforti and br;rﬁg'
into being powerful agencies for the purpose . Was the

Y.December meeting business-like enough to consider such

vital need ? . ..
What is distressing about the Social Action Section is-
the state of its finances, a deficit of Rs. 363 in 1951, of_ Rs. }214:1;
in 1952, It is high time our public men 'shoul(.l rea_xhse tha
there is more security and more profit in mve{stmg in Cat 01-;
lic social action than in black pepper or Iin governmen

securities. A. Lahuri

* What is Your Social 1.9.? By Rev. William J. Smith, s.J.
The Paulist Press, 401 W. 59th St., New York 19, N.Y. 30 pp-
(No price indicated). .

Fr. Smith has done yeoman service in the field of ind;l}f-
trial relations with his Crown Heights Lgbour _Schoo ', te
experience gained there, and in the direction of its f&ssoqlcziie:
ed Activities, has helped him to produce th}s little gul t
book for effective discussion towards developmg_t}}e correct
Catholic outlook on social questions. —After g1v1§g sogllz
helpful hints for study-club directors and merfn exc'lsi,,S e
pamphlet proposes a number of practical cases for ces
sion, each followed by some questions an'd a nuﬁber oespout-v

}ciples that may be applied in their solution. Tdc? cassociet

" lined are more typical of American than of In 1anue1 rg’:

as is but natural, yet they will serve to recall paral : Pr ot
blems to our minds, while the questions and principles s

down are both interesting and instructive.
J.C. A.
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Tribal India Speaks. By E. De Meulder. Patna, Sanjivan
Press, 1952. Pp. 194. :

Tribal India can speak loud ; though she does not speak
her loudest in the present book, there runs a fervid under-

tone throughout this survey of the economic, social and poli-"

tical conditions of aboriginals. If *tribals are India’s most
trusted citizens ” as Sri J. Nehru said in his Manipur speech,
and if they are treated as negligible and unworthy sub-
humans by some politicians, it is high time their problem
and their cause be studied by the general public. The popu-
larity of the “Jharkhand” ideology, though not presently
alarming, is a clear symptom of their frustration and of their
indomitable will to survive. Let social justice be meted out
to them and they will prove one of the most stable and re-
liable communities in the land.

The author successively reviews the factors of aborigi-
nal life, race, culture, avocations, deficiencies and needs,
agrarian, industrial, educational, social and political pro-
blems. Occasionally candid, and always fervid, he puts facts
and figures in bold relief and pleads the aboriginal cause
with the conviction and warmth of one who has worked and
suffered for it. He does not tone down the cases of unfair-
ness, exploitation and discrimination which marred the his-
tory of aboriginals but which failed to break their spirit.

The book mainly refers to the aboriginals of Chota-Nag-
pur and Bihar; if conditions and policy are what they are
where aboriginals have made serious advances and are some-
what organised, one is left to dream when guessing what
happens elsewhere. The author is not without practical sug-
gestions about remedies and solutions of tribal problems and
it is hoped that his book will find an echo in the State legis-
lation.

The book is brightened up with topical photos of abori-
ginal scenes and heroes ; the get-up brings out the technical
qualities of the Sanjivan Press, and the Institute of Social
‘Order did well in giving the book its patronage.

A, Lahuri.
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To Our Subscribers

As vou well remember, circumstances led us to begin
Social Action on April the first ; on several counts, an awk-
ward date !

Recently patrons and readers insisted that it would be

» casier for subscribers, librarians and evervbody to adjust

our issues to the civil calendar and to prepare a new series

to run from January 1954. In order to mcet their request,
it is necessary to arrange for a period of transition.

Tlcncee it was decided by the Editorial Board to com-
plete Vol [T within the coming nine months, April—Decem-
ber 1953.

The Subseription will remain unchanged (Rs. 4 or Gs. 6d;
or $ 1.59 or the eguivalent), the mumber of pages will be in-
creased to 40 from April. Morecover new features, chronicle,
survey ol reviews, correspondence column, ete., will be in-
wroduced so as to make Social Action less ponderous and

" more informative.
What inferests us is not so much what gets between its

covers as what gets off its pages into the minds of our rea-
ders. Suggestions on that poaint will be gratefully reccived.
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HERE AND THERE

No Wishful Thinking

Sporadic purges in Communist countries are proof
enough that all is not well in those Edens of the workers.
Mr. Truman in one of his last messages put his finger on their
basic weakness, the lack of liberty, and he ventured to fore-
cast that man’s instinctive craving for freedom would bring
about. revolutions or at least radical changes in the red dic-
tatorships. Normally it should work that way, but several
factors must be taken into account to tone down impatient
optimism and prevent wishful thinking, particularly about
Russia. '

It is no easy task to make out the psychology of the
Russian masses ; travellers who are feted in conducted tours
and are innocent of Soviet dialects and dialectical machia-
vellism are unreliable ; reports from refugees or from offi-
cials are biased, and the most reliable surmise is best de-
ducted from general facts about which all seem to be in
agreement.

Red Indoctrination

The first fact is the continuous systematic indoctrina-
tion inspired and controlled by the Government, which
has the monopoly of education at all levels, of the Press, the
radio and all means of information and propaganda. The
Government’s doctrine turns round two main points : Com-
munism is the only scientific theory and the only system
that can give the masses the maximum well-being and free-
dom ; the countries beyond the Iron Curtain, particularly the
U.S.A,, are sham democracies and preserves of capitalist ex-
ploitation, misery and enslavement. No coritrary informa-
tion penetrates from outside unless after it has been doc-
tored by government officials and this government monopoly
of mass indoctrination has been going on relentlessly for
more than thirty years. How then could the Russians under
forty-five disbelieve what they were told every day since

-~

Y
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their teens? How could they form a correct and precise
picture of conditions in our democracies ? »

Russia’s Progress

On the other hand, it is undeniable that for millions and
millions, the red regime has increased their well-being, and
even what they feel to be liberty. The backward peoples
and minorities of Europe and Asia have been given free
education in their own language ; they have seen their cul-
tural autonomy recognised and developed, even if it was .
developea on strict government lines which were ever pro-
claimed to be the very best.

It is also undeniable that the economic condition of the
masses has improved, though at a cruel cost ; even the pea-
sants who offered resistance to the red super-tsarist oppres-
sion benefited from the better seeds, machinery and culti-
vation reforms (this is true of those who survived). Never
did Russian peasants and workmen nurse the sense of liberty
and autonomy which is basic in democracy. They are un-
able to compare their lot with the conditions elsewhere,
they know only the Russian past and present and they
rightly judge they are better off today than yesterday. They
experience a feeling of greater ease, and economic ease is
first on the list of priorities for toilers who have little apti-
tude or taste for anything higher or finer.

Patriotic Solidarity

Finally, the present restrictions are not considered as
permanent ; official propaganda promises further better-
ment and full-fledged liberty and happiness, once the demo-
cratic world will let the government free from any fear of
aggression and able to perfect their system unhampered by
international tension. Patriotism, which is traditional with
the children of Mother Russia, rallies the masses round the
red banner. Would it not be futile and even dangerous to
expect that they would welcome invaders as “ liberators” ?
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The Solvent of. Dictatorship

SomIt;_I(I)J‘Zo t}llen can radical changes occur in Red Russia !
bosses ars e speak of a palace revolution. Even if the party-
keep thej {H{prlsoned. in a steel-jacket Communism,
"o o it lldlosyncras’xes ; pride, greed and all p assions ar€
levels ;?D((i) y of democracies ; rivalries are rife at the highest
bo ruledn ' :he _possﬂ).xhtyv of violent disruption sho uld not
Once theou . A more normal evolution should be expect®’
ease will euphoric phase coming from accrued economi€
cas will have passed, the masses will desire, demand, exact
witf eand more in the line of welfare, liberty and culture:
Surge g(r)llcllomlc freedom the craving for political liberty will
groups wh.gl;:w. S}{mptgms are already apparent in some
teurs techlc' g Vlftal in national life: scientists, 1itera-
feel a or 1“:11 cians, skilled labourers. For those people Who
G, Sreative urge, restrictions imposed by politicians for
political purposes will become irksome, even intolerable.

In these middle-class groups situated between the party
bolsses and the inert masses ang ascending m‘:cvhe sociél?sc e
(classless society is a myth), the resistance to and fight
:gau:lst, political’ dictatorship will arise and spread
round. The intelligentzia (it was given an official socia)
s at & e last Moscow Congress) should be the first
chatige: £ at is wrong with Stalinism, the first to work for
the existenc recantations of some Russian scientists point
It nce as well as to the weakness of the mental revo
P hmong the intelligentzia. Salvation .will not com
rltﬁm the masses but from the leaders of the masses. ldeal
ule tl}e» W-Oﬂ@m Sovietland as well as in. any other land.
" Tdentical considerations’ and conclusions should T £ b
inadg about the satellitég_ of Russia ; :ﬁ“’}!}!:vzhzfg I;‘iﬁm
the cultural or political past as Russia, all have not know!
e »;a;i‘? ruthless oppression for so long. But in all of thex
the Red dicaorship etrays the same falres and devel
L S ey e e et e b
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WEALTH © DESTITUTION

When will we have a social week in India, dedicated to
the study of the social problems of our country and their
solution in the light of Christian principles 7' This is not an
entirely original idea. For we should only be imitating
countries like France, Belgium, Switzerland -and Canada,
where for the last thirty to forty years, such social weeks
have been held. A national discussion of this type has ob-
vious advantages: It helps to focus attention on the essen-
tial economic and social diseases that are undermining the
health of the community, and if no -clear prescription is
possible, the conference can at least outline the policy that
should remedy or check the danger. It makes men and
women of good-will realise that they must wake up from
their complacent attitudes of imagining that all is well with
the country so long as their stomachs are full. Above all,
it serves to bring forcibly to the mind of the people the
deep interest that the Catholic Church evinces in the social
problems of the times. The Church is not only concerned
with the spiritual side of man’s nature, but is of necessity
interested in his bodily well-being, precisely because man is
a single entity of body and soul, a human person, with phy-
sical and spiritual needs and urges, that are profoundly de-
pendent and intimately linked up with each other. )

The French Social Week
The 39th Session of the French Social Week held last

v year at Dijon in France concentrated on the study of the
" erucial question of the modern world, Wealth and Destitu-

tion, or to put it more colourfully, the paradox of poverty
in the midst of plenty. The National Income of France has
doubled in the last 30 years, it was noted at the Conference.
It has multiplied six times during the past 100 years. This
speaks well for the country. which has not suffered from
the effects of a stagnating economic set-back, but on the
contrary prospered from the increasing productive tempo
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of its agriculture, trade and industry. Despite this fack

there is still p} : _
everywhere, plenty of misery and hard poverty prevalent

The Papal Letter ’ - B ;

In such high aporeciation does Rome .
y regard thesé
::l:lﬁzl }_c’::sf%rences, that thg Pope addressed a spicial letter
missive ¢ ldent of the Social Week, M. Flory. The Papal
national arew pointed attention to the social and inter-
The advarfgedsf o-fthe.s“.bje?t matter of the conference.
creasin f:i o -1dustr1ahs.atlon, said the Pope, while in-
letariat.g p;‘lo uction, had given birth to the industrial pro-
Sub-hur,n:v 0 hav:g been and are still compelled to live in
been irm ? cocrixdxtxons.. And though their situation had
have ushpe (::ie' by social legislation, the two world wars
On the ot}:e }tn an era of world-wide misery and scarcity-
prevailin = and.’ people are more conscious today of the
is divideg Inequality than they were formerly. The world
try into Into poorer and richer countries, and each cou?
mutual aﬁ:orer. and rlch_e? classes, with a deep sense of
destitute a%omsm prevailing between the wealthy and the
the rich h he extravagant and wasteful expenditure, of
tion of th as Increased the sense of bitterness and frustra-
of the poor. Only a just distribution of wealth, buttres-

sed by social activity on th
3 the pa to
solve the problem. past of the state can hel

Gospel Teaching

The Pope has a word of warning for th ossess
the goods of this world in abundanci. He rzm;lsotﬁem of
the gospel teaching on detachment from things of earthly
mould, for worldly wealth is not to be sought after for its
;I‘:;: hsake, but as a means to achieve one’s spiritual destiny-
", ter can the rich man completely ignore his poor neigh-

ur, with whom he must share what remains after the
satisfaction of his own essential needs.
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. The Church makes no distinction between rich and
poor. On the contrary, She displays a tender respect for
the poor, since in serving them, She believes She is serving
Christ, who loved to be identified with the poor, and re-
gards any kind act done to them as done to Himself. While
demanding a fair distribution of wealth, the Church realises
that there will always be suffering and misery. She does not
believe in an earthly paradise. There will be ample room
for charity, but charity must always strive after the estab-
lishment of a just social order, and not merely try to lessen
the deficiencies of a social structure that is essentially un~
just. First comes justice, then charity.

The Social Organism

The purpose of the social organism is to provide for
the well-being of individuals and families. Production has
been vastly increased by industrialisation. But in the dis-
tribution of wealth each one should be given his due share
as a human person and in accordance with his human basic
needs. Normally for most people the distribution takes
place through the wage or the salary. The Pope demands
that the wage be a just one ; and beside the wage, the em-
ployee must be made to feel that through his co-operation
with his employer, he is rendering a service to society. "This
aspect should not be forgotten, since it helps a man to take
pride in his work and makes him feel a responsible mem-
ber of the community.

y The State .
The Pope insists that the duty of the state is not to sub-
stitute itself for private enterprise but to see that the
economic and social structure helps the individual to perfect
himself in every way, and especially in the first place by
providing him with a sufficiency of well-being and welfare.
It is for the state to prevent the wastage of wealth that is
still prevalent. The state should encourage the investment
of surplus wealth for increased production. The poor are
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the special care of th

i e state, : They stand in greater need of

its help and protection than the rich, Their low incomes

ﬁty‘mee raised by a better distribution through social secu*
asures, family allowances, a higher level of salaries

and sounder methods of taxation of a kind that will pressj

:qogla‘ﬂly o§ all, and not faveur the rich at the expense of

Fundamental Error

whicF}‘imtallluy t}}:e Pope denounces the fundamental error of
neith e whole of our economic structure is based. - It i

;Aer essentially Christian, he says, nor truly human, but
mainly techmc_al and economic, and is therefore does not
rest on the solid basis of the common - characteristic that

longs to all men viz., thei ir divi
TONE v » viz,, their human nat their divine
adoption as sons of God.’ ure and th

Conclusions of the Social Week
veryT:dI\lrz Illltl India the conclusions of the Conference can'be
. A ageous. They give us an insight into the mrfld
of an industrially developed country, with a typically Chris-
tian background and Christian convictions, However they
may not all be equally applicable to an underdeveloped
country like ours where the problems are of a different
nature. France is an advanced industrial country, despite

the fact that some 509 of it ion is sti ed in
agriculture. o of its population is still er}gag

a Following the lead of the Papal letter, the Conference
aid down certain basic propositions which it considered as*

the necessary foundation for the i tal
oo the improved type of socia
-organism it wished to build ° P

. In the first place it reminded all Frenchmen of the great
Inequality of wealth that still persists in the country despite
the increase in production, Not merely are there a large
number of pecple still in the lower grades of income which
compel them to live on & sub-human standard.of existence,
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but the victims of inflation and devaluation, the homeless,
the North African workmen, and the displaced persons,
fall within this category of destitution. Beyond national

boundaries, there is the great distinction between the weal-

thy and the poverty-stricken countries of the world. There
is poverty that is the result of an unjust system and poverty
due to human deficiency. The first is man-made and should
be remedied by social justice, the second by charity. But
no amount of private effort can hope to successfully tackle
so vast a problem. There is need of new institutions to
handle the difficult situations that have arisen in a modern
industrial world shattered by wars and international strife.

Secondly, while greater production and better distri-
bution was insisted upon, the Christian outlook demanded
the correct appreciation of the purvose of human welfare,
Material satisfaction is not an end in itself ; it must be sub-
ordinated to spiritual welfare. So too the right of private
property while guaranteeing individual freedom must also
be made to serve the interests of the community. The mass
of people must be provided with the basic essentials, before
the wealthy may be permitted to squander their wealth on
luxuries.

Thirdly, the equality of men is based on their common
human nature and their immortal destiny. This does not
preclude the special efforts that must be made to rehabili-
tate the vast numbers of the very poor.

Fourthly, to achieve these highly desirable goals with-
out recourse to dictatorial methods which destroy human
freedom, it will be necessary to ensure a fair distribution of
the wealth of the country between different social groups and
among members of each group. This action must be follow-
ed up by a further redistribution through the public agency
to remedy the defects of the first.

Suggestions

On the basis of these underlying principles, the Con.
ference offered more pointed suggestions for the practical
2
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éuggfh;:m of these objectives. It was guite evident at the
‘social n(;:e. that the fact of the world’s oneness in thi
that aﬁn economic dominated the proceedings. It was felf
‘.e'duc'ated men',l Wwhite, black, brown, yellow, rich or poor
a-single solid literate, were so closely linked together into
tion fﬁe $0 1§1 ‘Whole that the welfare or misery of one sec
theret ectgd the rest either favourably or unfavourably. It
boorei? Tijrhecame the duty of the richer nations to help
urope de more developed countries like those of Western
of § Pe and America must help the underdeveloped; peoples
[ ou‘th-East Asia and Africa. How can they doso?

. So far the improvement and development of the econc-
Inic welfare of peoples has taken place within nation
boundaries. But the present crisis calls for an international
or a supranational authority that will seek to satisfy the
basic economic and social needs of every individual. It must
also have the power to enforce its authority. '

q Because of the existence of such economic and social
fependence between nations, colonies have a special claim
or help from the mother country.

_ It was also admitted that the French as in a
cr1t1ca1.state- of tension due to the diﬁ(;cu(f: 03:);;::}; ‘:’hat lay
befqre its leaders. They had to chaose between stimulating
the increase of consumptien goods, the production of indus-
trial machinery, and the production of armaments. i

ﬁsci:rilsgion would deeply affect the country’s standards of

Distribution

: .At the first stage of distribution, when land, labour,
capital and business organisation receive their share of the
total national revenue, efforts myst be made to divide the
additional fruits of increased production in an equitable
manner. The increase of production should bring down
prices, and on the-other hand the workman must receive
from his work nat only, a better salary, but also a moral
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satisfaction, that team spirit alone, animated by the notion
of service, can give him. In other words, he must be treated
as a responsible partner in industry. e T

Second Distribution

Social security plays an important part in redistributing
income in order to make up for the deficiencies of the first
division of the national revenue. Unfortunately in France,
social security has merely brought about a redistribution of
wealth among the poorer classes, In Britain, it has levelled
up the inequalities between the rich and poor.

* Public finance plays a capital part in redistributing the
divided national income. Taxation should be skilfully
used to make the wealthier bear the heavier burdens. But
the devaluation of the monetary unit often leads to unjust
and demoralising consequences; it must therefore. be
undertaken with the greatest caution.

* * * * *
For Our Part ‘ '

India is economically considered to be an underdevelop-~
ed country, though culturally she can take her place by
the side of the most advanced nations of the world. * Her
per capita income ranks with the eight countries that have
the lowest income level in the world. The per capita in-
come in the U.S.A. is more than 25 times that of India.
However the Truman Point Four Programme is helping her
with financial and technical assistance. Some $ 350 million
have been spent last year on this scheme ; the money was
expended not on India alone, but on the other countries of
South-East Asia, like Pakistan, Ceylon, Indonesia, Malaya,
Burma, Thailand, and Indo-China. The motives that have-
impelled the U.S.A. to help India have not been altogether:
altruistic, or the outcome of a spirit of sheer good-neigh-:
bourliness, or from any conviction of human solidarity,
though the help rendered is certainly a tribute to American:
generosity and good-will. The frightening advance of Com-
munism in Asia has shaken American complacency and-
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simugness, and stirred the U.S.A. to keep India within the

ranks of the free de i : X .
beliefs could have do::, ‘?Cl‘ames more than any ideological

strug\lx‘:‘eF;Se %Ch Social Week demand for a supranational
do not shed t%W_ever not a Utopian dream. If the nations
gethor of thotr oy false ideas of sovereignty and come to-
Communi eir own accord, they will either succumb to the

unist menace, or be compelled to do so by the grim
spectre of war and its accompanying evils.

Colonialism

To an Indian, one must frankl '
. , y confess, the colonial
‘p;gl‘;gs::nrgarg of the Western European nations is hard 10
upderstand, I espite the Catholic belief in the human family
structive a e French conference did not make any con-
Sructive < p;;roaf:h to the problem in the sense of advising
Fronch En‘ 0 give up some of their outdated notions of a
Tacnek mplre.. At _least as regards French territory in
a the case is obvious. In this respect, the British ap*
proach has been much more realistic and ’generous.

Statistical Information

insuléi cFi‘:;‘ltlc‘e:ocan con_xplain of a lack of statistical data and
oo -operation between the government and the
pedple h t{lluC_ll more so is this the case in India. Statisti-
o cexrtxa. ion in this country is very meagre, We are not
even gam of the National per capita income, which
- posItJ.WCQ ‘at $769 from calculations made during ihe
post- a: gears. Compared to standards of living in the
b nd the U.S. A. which approach and over-
stilrlj o lfe $1500 mark respectively, much leeway has
ul to made by our country to provide its people with
n the most basic needs of decent human subsistence.

Distribution _

- In India the primal distributio " i |
” n of the national revenue
has been woefully neglected. We have been plagued by &
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feudalistic and socially backward system that has held the
masses of the people in thrall for generations. But the
social structure is being slowly transformed to suit the new
ideology of equality, democracy and social justice enshrin-

. ed in the Constitution. If this primal distribution is in

much need of repair, the secondary distribution through
direct and indirect taxation is slowly grinding down the
high peaks of income and narrowing the differences between
the rich and poor more effectively. The Rajas and the
Zamindars are fast disappearing ; the big industrialists are
feeling the pressure of income tax and taxes on profits. The
social legislation of government has improved the situation
of the industrial workman to some extent.

Nationalisation

The great danger is the nationalisation policy of the
government in power. Instead of stimulating private enter-
prise, and keeping rigidly to the business like the large-
scale irrigation projects which only the vast resources of a
modern government in under:-developed countries can per-
form, the Indian government has taken over efficiently-run
public utilities like road transport, and bungled into the
bargain. Even the Five-Year Plan fails to make any clear-
cut distinction between the public and the private sector
within which private enterprise will be permitted to act
freely and without fear of nationalisation.

Social Benefits

Except for a social insurance scheme for a few hun-
dred thousand workmen, benefits like family allowances, or
unemployment relief are unknown in India. The Five-Year
Plan aims to make the country self-sufficient in food and to-
raise the standard of life of the agricultural masses. The
choice is a correct one. At the present time the Welfare-
State can only be a distant dream of the future for India.
Before welfare comes a decent human subsistence level of
well-being to be ensured to all the people.
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Devaluation : L o
of inte:n:;peei has been devalued with the inevitable rise
remember, It); ces ; this could hardly be helped when one
s the enormous inflation of the war years. But

the confidence of the people in their currency is unshaken.

situaTt?oilse iew *obiter dicta’ on the economic and social
vestigati of the country might well be worth further in-
on and form the rich material for ampler discus-

sion at . - : ]
future, some Indian Social Week in the not too distant

A. Fonseca.

—— ey

SOCIAL CLASSES

to mlilzl nl;/[ :zxt'x was afflicted with simplism ; he was prone
easy is to atters easy and the easiest way to make matters
problems tStIt:gss one or other of the many data of human
bis mania o the exclusion of others. A striking instance of
studied sconon his view of history. He had painstakingly
s coonamic conditions as obtained in his day and, ¥
been goin. Oas e, fancied and proclaimed that things had
In his t imge v!‘l’ m}g;h the same way at all periods of history-
against empl orkmen were exploited and their struggles
made th b oyers ~1eq to revolts and revolutions ; this was
a domine secret of historical development. Class-war was
alwa ; nt factor which shaped politics in his day ; it had
Comr);xsu een so, he concluded, and would always be so until
Marx “:1 ism would do away with classes and class-war.
marri das as hasty as the unfortunate husband who had
ied a wretched cook of a wife and asserted for all the

world A 1
cooking’ hear that family quarrels are uniformly due to bad

There was worse WhenA i ; .

" - studying contemporary con-

?flil}l:o Marx chose to ignore the play ambitiorl:'0 and- pride
gs, ministers and Jeaders. influence: the course of

L

—
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events. He failed to see the complex character of society
and with blundering simplism, divided society into two
classes bourgeoisie and proletariate. (This in “Class-
struggles in France ” ; not in ¢ Capital” where he mentions
proletarians, capitalists and land-owners respectively getting
wages, profits and rents, or where he enumerates many
classes corresponding to professional groups). The binary
was taken up by Lenin, Stalin and the Marxist propagandists
who make it into an axiom. What is unexpected is that
quite a few anti_Marxists use it without much hesitation ;
they take what they call ¢ the wage-earning ’ as a convenient
if not a sufficient basis for social organisation.

Is it wise to accept the battle on the ground chosen by
the enemy ? Is it sound to postpone attempts at reforms by
which this opposition is abolished and “ well-ordered mem-
bers of the social body are constituted in which men may
have their place not according to the position each has on
the labour market but according to the respective social
function which each performs » (Quadr. Ann) ? What
these orders should be (guilds, professional associations, co-
operative groups) is outside our present purview. What we
aim at clarifying is a word and a notion which are some-
what difficult to elucidate, namely, social classes.

Class is not indicative of status which is fixed, nor of a
caste which is rigid. It is not jdentical with profession
since profession divides society in vertical slices whilst class
suggests horizontal layers. These preliminary remarks clear
the ground a little. Further progress could be made by a
systematic examination of the various theories which have
been advanced to explain and justify the existence of
classes ; but it would be a tedious and unprofitable work and
it is sufficient for purpose to summarise the conclusions
which are generally acceptable to modern sociologists.

In a general manner it may be said that two factors
enter the definition of a class and explain its rise and its
evolution. The first is a tangible factor ; it is & typical task
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In society. : .
ness amg;zg f}lll: ;ece;rﬁd’ m“?rial, is a common conscious
task be dischargeq ers of a given class. How can a special
tion be determginedb'y a social task, how can a typical func-
the successive steps The matter calls for attention. In
that practicall eps of the ecoriomic process, one notices
some with they c?‘ t all stages, different people are entrus
economic step tﬁrectmn’ others with the execution of the
complex and va ,ebroles of direction and execution being
ministers, etc nﬁ le. At t.he top we have bank directors,
the bottom we }Y ose f“nCtIOI_l is limited to direction. At
factual executi ave the workingman whose task is mainly
coolies. BetWelont though he may possibly be assisted by
engineers fore,-::1 hese two strata there are found managers,
executive, Th en, ete., whose role is partly directive, partly
vidual’s role tf, greater the share direction has is an indi-
most thorOu’h e higher he is placed in society. Even the
distinetion foroing egalitarian cannot escape making this
of the Red h:;:’een direction and execution ; in the days
the distinetion bYInOOD th_e Soviet fancied they could abolish
emphasis ut experience brought it back with ruthless
so much so that current Communist doctrine and

Practice surround « a8
; : all “ directors ” wi
in democracies, with a glamour unknown

On : :
in whic;c:h(teezgﬁr 1}and one must note the varied proportion
qualify the f ical, economic and social aspects enter and
In our social utI;Ctl-on a certain class is fulfilling in society.
the higher 1s atification technical skill is little required at
cto. ish evels ; practical skill in banking, engineering,

» 1S hardly expected at the top ; a bank governor may be

sluggish in calculating foreign exchanges, top engineers -

g:)?; gl)l(‘ggieozvieth . sh(:le'r“le: a health minister may be @
a1 s ven no doctor at all .
skill is no measure of social ascensi,o:!:c' Tn short technica}

'I‘lﬁsI.r::aiu bza:kileconon};c and social elements are mixed.
goods, distrinetinn o In @ summary analysis. Producing
preparing and ting .commodities, fostering consumption ;

enacting. legislation, building up jurisprud-
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First Steps in C. 5. A.

15. Workers' Associations & Employers’
Federations

In our study of the capitalistic organisation of society, we tried
to understand the social evils which spring from the “spirit of
Capitalism ”. Now we shall examine one of the several methods
used, especially by the working-class to remedy the evils of Capita-
lism. While we note that there is nothing exclusively Catholic in
these associations, yet because they tend, when wisely guided, to re-
move social ills and bring about harmony between workers and em-
ployers they have been praised and encouraged by Pope Leo XIII
and Pope Pius XI.

SecTION I—MEANING OF WORDS

Trade Union: a combination of any class of employed persons,
who unite in order to maintain and progressively raise the standard
of living of workers.

Employers’ Federation : a body of the employers in the trade or
their representatives.

Craft Union : an association of workers engaged in a single par-
eular skilled called (e.g., electricians, weavers, etc.) in whatever
ndustry they are employed.

Industrial Union : an association of workers engaged in a single
ndustry or group of related industries.

3ECTION II—THE GrOWTH OF TRADE UNIONS

Both Trade Unions and Employers’ Federations are the outcome
»f industrialism. In India the Trades Union Act, 1928, marks a be-
tinning of organised Labour in the country. Unfortunately the La-
our Movement in India has been, and still is, a prey to political
nterests ; such interests caused the first rift in the movement, and
plit Indian Labour into two organisations: the All-India Trade
Jnion Congress (AITUC) and the Indian Trade Union Federation,
itill later, the unity of Indian labour was further weakened by the
najor political parties all sponsoring their own Labour Unions. So,
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sinee 1 e .
Trade ?ﬁﬁof i:::ve in India, the Communist-domiinated All-India
679,143 workers ; tﬁress -(AITU.(:) which claims a membership of
with 986083 mermmr an National Trade Union Congress (INTUC)
with a ’ en.x ers angd the ‘Socialist-led Hind Mazdoor Sabha
n t':“embershlp of 618,802. i -
(WFTU) eff)r;tﬁ::twnal flelq, the World Federation of Trade Unions
the world, With tne e’ oo umed to represent the working-class of
nation of ‘the .(Wﬁ%nse of Communism ‘and the Communist domi-
tain, of Holland and ), the Tr*?de Unions of the USA, of Great Bri-
(WFTU), and n:n some other countries broke away from the
will represent I“" l:Y::rm a new Trade Union International which
these two world 1 l‘:o o n’:’.1'1'Communis1: countries. Besides
deration of Chri t: ur organisations, there is the International Fe-
ciples of life. ils an Trade Unions which built upon Christian prin-
talism and of Sr;s; o protect Labour against both the evils of Capi-
lions scattered e domination. Its members number several mil-
In s red over those European countries which are still {ree.
there hasrzzego:ntrles In which no Christian Trade Unions exist
dinary Trade U _growing need to train Catholic members of the or-
lished ¢ Vnions. To meet this need, such countries have estab-
an Association of Catholic Trade Unionists.

SEc. III—

EC IInHRefulf; II:ATURE AND ATM _OF WORKERS’ ASSOCIATIONS
associations is bzz:dmm. Pope Leo XIII tells us that the right to form
men who share upon the principle of the natural unity among
spoken of. as 1k %)mmon interests, aims and needs. This is often
long as su’c hoay el ight to Free Association. It follows, next, that 0
State or o it sociations do not engage in any activity harmful to the
Thus, the ens citizens, they are entitled to the protection of the State.
other by clo sil;lee.ring personnel of a coal mine are bound to each
coal mine, but :‘_ms and’ inferests than to the miners of the same
mine own,ersu ht 1ls does not mean that engineers, miners and coal
mine and of t: ould not work together for the welfare of their coal
of a Trad ie whole coal mining industry. Hence, the direct aim
of a Lrade U!non is-the welfare of those within the union ; and the
::dzfect aim is the welfare of all those in any way ‘COnne::ted with
the industry, that is, all workers and employers of the industry, and

e consumers who use the products of the industry. Unfortunately,
:n ;‘;‘l;':w view of Trade Unionism streases only the welfare of union
g vs, and thus leads to strife between unions within the same
n “:"-ryt:“d between unions and industrial management,
again:t' thz _';am‘ enayclical, Leo XIII warns trade union members

‘danger of false leaders who would use trade unions for

e

the honesty of Labour is discredited and the workingman is charged

.ing the whole Labour Movement a thing of violence repulsive to all

of true trade unionism, because the rights and welfare of the work-

of the whole State. In fact, it is the duty of the State, indepen-
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the advancement of their own private gain or for political purposes.
Such leaders injure the cause of Labour ‘by, firstly stressing only
the rights of the worker while they neglect or forget to educate the
working-class to its legitimate duties and obligations. In this way,

with just those anti-social vices, injustice, greed, lust for wealth
which is laid at the door of Capitalism. Secondly, inspired by the
Communist principle of “ class war » false trade union leaders make
the carrying out of this war a principle of unionism, thus mak-

honest men. Thirdly, by making trade union meetings a platform
for political propaganda. This tends to disrupt the whole purpose

ing-class must be the concern of not only some political parties, but

dently of what political party controls the State, to protect the
rights and further the interests of trade unions, but never to use
them as mere instruments of the State.

Catholic trade unionists can do much to remedy many of these
defects which spoil trade unionism in India. It is their duty and
obligation, by word and example, within their own union and factory,
to demonstrate the simple truth : “ Rights and duties are correlative .
Thus, while the worker has a right to a just living wage, he has, at
the same time, a duty to give his employer an honest day’s work.
Again, all honest Labourmen realise the simple fact, that the welfare
of the worker is bound up with the prosperity of the industry, and
anything which, like class war, disrupts industrial efficiency must
ultimately harm the good of the workers. Class war, moreover, for
Catholics is outlawed by the Christian principles of justice and cha-

rity.

SectioN IV—EMPLOYERS' FEDERATIONS
The main objects of such associations are: the protection of the
interests of the association and member firms, the securing of agree-
ments on wages and working conditions with Labour and peaceful
settlement of differences between employers and workers,

The structure of the Employers’ Federation follows no fixed pat-
tern. Sometimes such associations group together industries of the
same kind, while at other times, they group different industries, or
even independent organisations of various branches of the same in-
dustry. In India, Employers’ Associations fall into three main
groups : Commercial Associations, such as the various Chambers of
Commerce in Calcutta, Bombay and Madras. Industrial Associations,
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which are mainly concerned with each particular type of industry, as
the Bombay Millowners’ Association. Associations of Employers
which are expressly created to deal with labour problems, as the
Employers’ Federation of South India. These associations are often
linked with local bodies through their district or regional associa-
tions which are themselves linked with national associations.

SECTIN V—INDUSTRIAL PEACE

The Holy See estimates both Trade Unions and Employers’ Fe-
derations as powertul instruments for establishing industrial peace.
In fact, a close collaboration between these two bodies under the
general supervigion of the State ig best suited to meet all industrial
problems. To this end, Trade Unions must shed their Communist
spirit of class war, while Employers must not look with distrust up-
on unionism, nor foster those economic principles which concentrate
wealth in the hands of the few.

Catholic Employers like Catholic Trade Unionists can further
the cause of industrial peace through their respective unions. An
active interest in the affairs of their associations, a faithful attend-
ance at all meetings, an intelligent discussion on points raised at
meetings, are all helpful means. Perhaps, the most effective means
are separate and joint study circles of Catholic Employers and
Workers ; joint meetings help a free exchange of Worker-Employer
views 30 necessary for re-establishing the human touch which mo-

.dern industry lacks and which is esgential to industrial peace.

'READING ;= o
Rerum Novarum, Paras 36-44. Quedragesimo Anno, Paras 28-

40 ; 76-98. Progressive Course of Catholic Social Action, pp. 22, 23,
The Economic and Political Life of Man, pp. 61-71; 111-121,

ExERCISES AND FIELD WORK :—

1. Explain clearly what Popes Leo XIII and Pius XI teach
about trade unions ? 2. Should Catholics join trade unions not hos-
tile to religion? Give reasons. 3. Find out the number of trade
undons in your district or town. 4. What is the chief cause of friction
between Labour and Management in your office, factory or work-
shop? How would you solve it? 5. What is an Employers’ Fede-
.ration ? Explain the duty of a Catholic Employer.

c.ccC.
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ence, administering enterprises and public departments,
ete., all functions of public life imply a social status and
economic interests, in varied degrees. Teachers and gar-
deners, lawyers and brick-layers, etc., have their respective

L impact on the economic and on the soc1a1 complex of the

state and their position in society will not be regarded as
equal even if their money incomes are equal.

Economic wealth, however, plays its part in the process
of social stratification; it may even play the leading part
and predominate in public life. Producers are tempted and
are attempting to direct the course of social life, the more so
that economic interests foster solidarity and class forma-
tion. Even without any formal association, bankers and
businessmen spare no effort to dominate the economic life
of the nation by having production organised and protected
as suits them best ; “ they regulate, so to speak, the flow of
the life-blood whereby the entire economic system lives and
have so firmly in their grasp the soul as it were of economic
life that no one can breathe against their will” (Quadr.
Ann.). Against them are arrayed the workmen who have
learned that strength comes from union and that union is
easily cemented by common poverty ; in their turn they
aim at seizing power on legislation and nurse the ambition
to become the leading class in economic and social life.
Many are not satisfied with conditions of equity or equality,
they aim at the dictatorship of the proletariat. It would be
foolish to ignore that in this sorry world of ours, money
means power and that power and its distribution influence
social estimation of values and increases the space between
the rungs of the social ladder.

In addition to the above-mentioned elements which
bear on the common view of the social scale, other factors
contribute to the complexity of social life; such are lan-
guage, race, religion, etc. An invading race amidst con-
quered tribes, an international language vis-a-vis a local
dialect, monotheism facing animism, etc., will easily develop
a sense of superiority in class status.
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Th1§ very consciousness of a differential status is a ne-
cessary ingredient for class formation. Class consciousness
implies two psychological phenomena. First of all there
mus_t h'ave developed a group-awareness, an objective or
subjective notion and feeling that one’s own class has a de-

finite role to play in societ i i i
y, which notion and feeling can
be strengthened by organisation, e

Secondly the group should be aware that it must make
an ef.for‘t at playing that very role. One class will realise
that it is re§ponsible for production, even though it may
exaggerate its importance ; another will be aware that it
contributes to the maintenance of law and order, others that

they control the circulation of g .
OOd,S’ tem
or the medical services, etc. g or the credit system,

Putting together the foregoin i it
in, g notions, we may adml
the definition of Mr. J. Lhomme : “ A class is a human grou®
which has a common function in society, is aware of it an

does what is possible to fulfil it ”.

A further question arises. People speak o er, mid-
dlg and lower classes; (note the prl)urall)); the fFl;gsch’ more
P?lntfdly. speak of “classes dirigeantes” and “ classes diri-
gées” (directing and directed classes). Are there truly, a8
Aristotle pretended, human groups born to be slaves and
others to be masters ? Does the group, considered as a soci
organ, create the function (ruling or slaving)? Or does the
function. create the organ ? Let us take what are called the
lower classes ; when analysing the conclusions of case-work
and group-work among them, one can trace the causes of
thexr. social inferiority. With regard to their physical
deterioration it is found that when it occurs it is the out
come -of material conditions: poverty or even destitution
exha.usting labour, unhealthy conditions at work, lack o
medical attendance, etc. As to their mentality it often re-
veals arrested or subnormal development. Pity is frequent-
ly absent, decency and self-respect little appreciated, edu-
cation neglected, sensibility thwarted and repressed, general
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deportment roughened. These and all other similar deficien~
cies are mostly due to the wreiched material conditions-
of their life. Once food, clothing, housing - are improved
and educational facilities offered, men born in these lower
telasses not unfrequently can climb the steps of the social
ladder, and their children or at least grandchildren are met
with in the upper classes. : .

There is in reality no rigidity in social stratification,.
and the movement between the classes up or ‘down works.
with surprising ease, except where philosophers have suc-
ceeded in freezing classes into castes. In the order of nature
there is no group of men that is created to rule and another:
to be ruled ; no innate superiority or inferiority precludes
the ascension or prevents the descent of one group, class or
race to the neighbouring level. The organ does not create
the function ; one should rather say that the social function

% of a class maintains and develops qualities or deficiencies in
given groups. The greater the facilities for moving from
one class to the next, the more easily the less qualified
among the upper classes will fall to their fitting level, and
the more the well-gifted among the lower strata will rise
to a function suited to their talent and merit; on balance the
greater this ease of circulation between classes, the richer
will be the social wealth of a civil society.

A. Lallemand.
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It stands, in gther words, for an ideal of social life which
is absolutely essential to the future of this country; and
the fact that its size (for size depends on circulation) is still
small bears tragic witness 1o the fact that the desire of the
Rtour million Catholics in this country to understand that
ideal is still pitifully inadequate. The contrast with Com.-.

munist zeal is unpleasantly obvious and needs no enlarge-
ment here.”

'Alon‘g with our English colleague we conclude, “it re-
mains to ask each one of our readers most earnestly whether
in addition to renewing his own subscription this year, he

would be so good as to subscribe ” to Social Action on behalf
of one of his friends.

In this same spirit of solidarity with the little monthlies,
we welcome a recent newcomer The Aero-Worker, the or-
sgan of the Air-India Catholic Association, Bombay. It brea-
thes sane patriotism and religious inspiration with its edi-
torial on Republic Day and with extracts of the Papal mes-
sage to the Ernakulam crowds: “Close your ranks and
stand together ... In this union and concord is your
strength . . . The Church forces no one to adopt foreign
ways of living. The Church belongs to the East as well as
to the West. She is bound to no particular culture, she is
at home with all who respect the commands of God . . . .
This once made clear, it is for you to be conscious of your
duty to your country and people”. The Aero-Worker shows.
as well that realistic spirit which goes with sound trade-
Junionism ; it carries short notes on unionist purposes and.
-activities and details local events with pleasant brevity.

Among the little monthlies, we may also put Social
Survey, the journal of the Institute of Social Order of Mel.
bourne. The editor stresses the tragic conditions of the
world and anxiously calls on Australians to wake up to the
perils of the hour.. “Under God it is only greatness—of

mind, of heart, of spirit—which will save a nation endanger-
ed as Australia is today.” ‘ ‘ '
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Sinkiang ‘Atomic Arsepal, Kashmir, the Islamic W0y
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Migration are ‘most instructive and: - g keen gensé v
g instructive ‘and -show : jory

Tealism ahd a rare breadth of view. A spiritual 5
bears un institutionat apostolase: as the Australian hi¢®
.archy well said, the Lay Apostolate is primarily concer’*
with ¢ social pressures’, it seeks to ‘ modify ’ them, to ‘dil ecf'
‘them, even to ‘ create the social forcesin the midst of which
individuals must live their lives and save their souls’. .
" Related'to the little monthlies, we'have the little perio-
dical Notes on Islam, a bulletin of information about Islam
a help to a better appraisement of Islamic culture (Oriental
Institute, Calcutta), The contents of 1952 covered the All-
‘Pakistan Women Association, the Moors and. Social Welfare,
Mullas and Mullaism, the Hadith Tradition, Maryam in the

Qur’an and Islam, etc. 'What makes the particulai’ interest™

of the Notes is the regular digest of Muslim news. (political,
.aconomic and social questions, culture and ‘education, reli-
gion), an informative summary most useful for those who
‘have liftle opportunity of putting Pakistan news together.

" The Catholic Worker (New York) is also a little monthly
‘published in the garb of a newspaper. Many young Ameri-
«cans do not like it, largely because it defends pacifism with
-ethical and religious arguments and supports individual
cases of conscientious objectors. In our view it has a unique
merit among all American periodicals: it reveals genuine
stories of misery in a plutocratic world and it propagandises

the beauties of voluntary Poverty ; in other words, it shows "

o 1 N ! qual X and Of
. i . . e ther na lonS Of

The Catholic Worker is ihe organ of the Catholi

ol .
ker Movement founded by Peter Maurin and ig ed;:egv?or
Dorothy ..pay. The Movement is running Houses of H. y
tality which are open to all strays and waifs of large c?tsiz:

\carries telling reviews of important b
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providing bread and shelter free of charge and with Fa:m;ng
Communes which ambition to rehabilitate human derghcts
on a basis of cult, cultivation, and culture. Bﬁ:ldet; a Jopu;;
nal o5 of community life, the pa

o Dorothy Da, A S orta ooks and articles of
umber .of its subscribers (some

mystical inspiration. The n afflicted with

60,000) well shows that all Americans aré not
the dollar complex., '

American Journals o
ce is Relations,

Of larger size and of dignified appearan
Published %y the Jesuits of French Canada (M,‘mtre?l)' . tI v
is mostly devoted to the interests of the Canadian minority
(some four millions out of a total of fourteen n}ﬂhon:g
School problems, minority problems, Cu.lt“ra_l questions, eals
' taken in turn from the minority’s point of view. It r?t,ural
the good spirit of that minority : national pride, Cul of a

auton ; : might serve as a model of
omy, will to survive. It mig orities we have in

minority periodi the several minorities Wi _
India, %’ts%;t&%lﬁls iﬁi narrow, its preoccupation 15 ’F° i{i‘“gz
the modernisation of French Canadian ’u"adl'aoni,1 an
style has kept the stateliness of Louis XIV’s French. N
Social Order, the monthly of the Institute of }SOCJ;-
Order (Saint Louis, U.S.A.), enjoys the distinction O'ofogi-
ishing on suitable occasions articles of competent- SO(a:lStUdy
cal technique, The December issue, for mStance’Tl;mas i
of Marriage Breakdown by J. L. Thomas. B8 . o e
sStudied no less than seven thousand cases amoggwns Tht;
-and analysed the causal factors of th‘e breal.: o é For
relation of causality has to be ascertained Wl‘;h ‘:nar ii: may
example, drink may be a factor in the preakdo n it may
also be a mere symptom and an escape from 3 dlssac eories
which started with temperamental differences. aar nar.
must also be made between types of marna%es, evg  mer
riages, widows’ marriages, marriages of elder'Zh pei 11)1 t;(per
Having separated such groups, he was left with e1gnix:p=e:



<eent. .as marriages . contracted: under -8??““‘“’“ 0d
eonditions, . T N TR PR ‘?ﬁi
| Among Breakdowns of ‘those “norrhal marriages et

o 14T

fotind out that'they ‘could' be attributed to various 1-“5‘4'-1»’

fhctors : 298 per ‘tent ‘to ' drink, 248 to adulterys “to.
trresponsibility, 12.1 to tertiperaments, and the rest ¥ 7
laws, sex waladjustmenhts; religious ' differences, mental O
financial troubles. Drink and adultery were the main ¢
factors. Drink is expensive, leads to physical cruelty,
illicit relations, etc.; in nearly all cases the husband Was

- Adtltery comes niext{n Traportance. ‘THis causal factor
of Breéakdown is difficulf to iivestigate but ‘it would be 2
mistake to take it as nothing fore than a symptom of frus-
tration.. We must face the fact that some individuals find
monogamy both 'trying and monotonous. Owing to the
manifold opportunities for infidelity’ mcertdin*gtbuﬁ
such individuals easily get enfangled in extra-migri
affairs, and they then readily project the blame on the faith-
ful spouse. " The writer groups the cases according to racial
origin, ages et marriage, sex, ete. .

~ The third largest category deals with irresponsibility
or immaturity ; it is the case of one or of both partners get-
ting married without recognizing the basic obligations of the
marriage contract. The fourth treats of temperamental
differences ; here the research worker found he had a diffi-
cult job. Accusations of jealousy, “ mental ” cruelty,  queer-
ness ”, neglect, selfishness, meanness, and alj ot’her like
phrases of the examinees are relative and mea
rent things to different individuals, He fe
justified in grouping them under the sanifa};;);grf; he was

In his summary, he concludes tha
Catholic studied, the institution of ma

serious, imposing real obligations, Only the fai
up the marriage in the majority of the cages, He also con-

t .for the average
rriage is something

n quite diffe-v |

st

cludes that o6 much, emphasis is sometimes platcﬁ:rlf‘il:ég 31;
adjustments to the neglect of pointing out tha tation-along’
2 dynamic union which requires constant adap

i ugh, how-
\ constantly changing lines. A good start is not enoUE ~

ever helpful it is ; husband and wife should be a:a,'xit adap--
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to the probability of friction later and of conseqy
tation. To forewarn is to forearr them.

Social Theologians :

Theological reviews which are at their hm)lplfeslt :vvgzz
ealing with things everlasting are most BEPIE HEC
Shedding their light on our humble’ mundane Stl)c Stz;dies-

Tecent issue (December 1952) of Theologich

_ . 4 - J.
(Woodstock, U.S.A.) carries an excellent article of J. -
Mu Y o e 4arian Democracy . - 148
rTay on “The Church and Totalltal;hat the primary em-

burpose is to support the contention
Phasis in the dof:)‘?rine of Leo XIII falls on t necessity
thesis. The emphasis was called for by poleme lution 8§
against the Jacobin foundation of the French R_evodoctriﬂé..
well as by the fundamental position in ChristER S50 % )
Civil saciety and the political authority that I

r spiritual
from God through nature; the Church and i‘é di:fi‘nction

authority are d through Christ; hence the Q1.
of the t\i"o soc;‘:time'sc; :nd 1:heirg powers and 1aws, the prut;ll:g
of the spiritual and the need for harmo
e enemy is the rationalist concept of fre h Wo
the absolute autonomy of human reason, Whléh  tian View,
{ Man’s will the sole origin of society. If the illrof ‘man. BY
!y Society originates both in nature and in the Ve stands under
- Mature man s a free person ; also by pature b¢ “particu
Social authority, Nature does not dictate ?ﬁYu political
Concrete political form ; it is for man to bulld lr; of social
institutions, both those through which the PIRCR ) Ty
authority will operate and also’ those through

bersonal freedom can be expressed. : £
nt the bagkground O

It is only when we take into accou ato.
Papal pronouncements that' we can barmonise the 8

I 4
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ments of Leo XIII against the Jacobin “modern libeftvi’“?hg
and of Pius XT's .Allocution .(Christmas 1944) approvi:®
government by the people and active vocal citizenty. -

_ Canon W. J, Philbin in The Irish Ecclesiastical Record
(January 1953). considers the, relations between “ The Inc
vidual and’the State”, He cautions his readers against ﬂ}‘
encroachments of governments on individual rights, 1#
the light of modern scientific progress. He writes on
background of an Ireland where English rule has been shak-
<n off but where English public affairs still provide the
<chief headlinés in the press. Ireland is the best-off and most
contented of all nations, but on the material side of things
it is not among the most progréssive nations. . Yet “ religion
.embodies an obligation to make good and prudent use of
material things. We may have a blind spot here. Because
.of our isolated geographical position at the extreme end of
Europe and for other reasons that we may speculate about,
we have need to make a more deliberate effort than other
nations to keep abreast of the times economically. In the
modern world no country can afford to be left behind. To
allow this may open the way for drastic measures including
‘totalitarianism and even the extreme form of totalitarianism
-which is the enemy of religion and of all spiritual values.”

“ We should do what we can to welcome and foster all
those organisations that bring people together to examine
and take counsel about their common problems, whether
these concern farming or industry or social qu’estions or

better house-keeping . . . They will be signs of a healthy and

self-reliant democracy which is the best guarantee we can

have against the undue preponderance of the state.”

In Ireland too, besides the Irish M.
view of general interest, we have the
the organ of the Christus Rex Societ
diocesan priests was founded in 19
structions of the Quadragesimo A
meetings and local meetings of

onthly which is a re-
quarterly Christus Rex,
y. This society of Irish
41 to implement the in-
nno; they hold annual
enquiry committees. They

- 95
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%m at making Ireland a model Catholic nation and "2 light
¥t the revelation of the nations”. During 1952 their main
in It Was centred round the Irish rural family, the fishing
«Mdustry, anq social insurance. The quarterly publishes a
:nes of “Social Topics” by Rev. J. O'Leary which comes
m-hangy for talks on social principles. One would wxih
hi:,‘-fe studies on the sociology of Irish parishes so as to

a fair picture of life in the green. island.

InF air France o
Huy From France come the two sister-reviews, Economie et

] oz ly)
Manisme (a bi-monthly) and Efficacite (a n}onth
Which publish the re;arc.?;x), information and policy of a

udious group of social workers. The bi-mon}hly mt9 whi
tiveeﬂ;rmer Cahiers and Diagnostic coalesced is n:xost mtstruc;
‘parti Or outsiders as it normally devotes each issue to O
ditj lcular topic. The Nov.-December issue treats of con-
is h(;ns in the U.S.SR. Economic information a})out Russia
is y rd to come by and hard to interpret ; the information
et:on?al-ly sketchy, the statistics government-selected, the
™Mic values special to the country, etc.
econlglxi J. Y'.Calvez studies the total equilibriqm of Russian
twee ¥, Which equilibrium is supposed to achieve harmony
e on the various human economic relations. Owing to
is dingernment monopoly of information and direction, it
eeds cult to make out whether production answers tpe
dividuolf consumption ; it is also difficult to estimate if in~
‘presen: needs and national needs are adjusted to meet
Neceggi and .future conditions ; the interference of political
Ssities vitjates all attempts at economic valuation.

taki: fter a description of the structure of Soviet under-
re 88 which cannot be compared with industrial stx:uc-
in N capitalist regimes, and a comparison between prices
Fiv&oscow and in Paris, the review analyses the Second
specig'far plan in course of execution and the problems
are to agriculture., In general the objectives of the Plan
Sound and the main question merk refers to the endur-
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sace that. will be necessary to- attain: them. Indmtan{:::
gourse given top. priority as in the previous plans how?
indjeated in the Marxist ideslogy. Agriculture is nob b

£Ver. neglected, but cather assigned tasks which may Prov"
beyond reach. The. difference. between - agricultural. ?;;‘
gress and.indystrial ,sdvance is.-due to factors .which

rarely publicised, ,Why-this. difference ? . The reasons 418
many ; the major part. of Russian land cannot be brou

under cultivation : as much as four-fifths of the teﬂ'itory.'
occupied in 1841, Moreover the climate is largely unfavour*
able ; insufficient or irregular rains in geveral regions, short
summer season (100-to, 110 days), frequent storms or early
frost. On the other hand the soil in the cultivable regions is
not of uniform quality & factor which is obscured by the
mass-statistics. Finally there is the peculiar mentality of
the Russian peasant (ignorance, routine, passive resistance;
etc). These different factors can only. militate against the%
Five-year objectives. The Plan aims at an increase of 0%
in cereals and some 25%  in livestocks. Will the
mechanical equipment be available and suitable ? Will the
agricultural workers respond to the State demands ? The
fortune of the Plan is hidden in the answer to these two
questions, ’

Soviet culture and ideology are then analysed. Lite-
rature is under government control and inspiration ; the
party line is imposed and checked rigorously. Yet in the
details of narratives, the non-marxist passions and the
humanist aspirations of the people are visible, Love how-
ever is severely kept in check, and humoyr is. tabooed.
Russia will make for liberty when her frontiers will be ¥
opened and cartoons on Stalin tolerated.

The educational system has few peculiarities accord-
ing to the rather superficial survey of travellers, barring
the political youth movements, (pioneers and konsomols).
‘The government is most keen on shaping the souls of
children and youths ; in the words of Kalinin “ education is
8 definite and systematic influence on-the psychology.of the
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PUPIL to inculcate qualities desired by the educator, agiven
“1€W of the world, a given ethics and certain rules of con
duct in Society ”. No religious instruction at all ; it cgn-qp;y
' had at home by the over-eighteen youths. Lo
N The fate of the Orthodox Church w};iqh.was vowe;_i to
destruction according to Orthodox Marxism has been .s%{pg-’
W}.1“13‘11"1‘1proved owing to the leading patriotism of blls_q’p;s
and clerics ; the internal dissensions have pegn_mendgglagtg
traditional orthodoxy has triumphed. But it is 'lmtI;l(')SS; e to
estimate the number of clergymen, the trends in theological
teaching and the appeal the Church mak:ls. t? the.?assesi.s .
 The evolution of Marxism under Stalin’s guidance 1s ¢
matter which is somewhat abstruse for the ordinary reader,
who will go straight to the article of P. Laurac on Qom{r;q-
nist ia and International Peace. Russia has grown ifito
nist Russia and Inte gre v
the second most powerful nation of the world ; does
'justify hope or fear ? The 1918 armistice force.d Rll.sslﬁ to
achieve her revolution through ruthless nationalisation,
hence to pufsue internal integr,atiox} and_prof.:ect hexjself::by
keeping aWay and even ‘sabotaging’ forelgp countries,
ter 1945 Russia who had secured access to ice-free hgr-
Atter ' i ue a parallel policy of in-
forced her satellites to purs P : ) n-
bours fore i i ion from capitalist countries. - It
integration and isolation fro p .
ternal 2 oere. licy that the Marshall Plan was
was in line with such 2 o =¥, °C d to break away from
not accepted ; Eastern Europe had 10 orld. Tha policy
Western Europe and build up %1(;\1 N(I)ar:;: phon éoal. polic
in regard to China and in 481 % o8 pest that cin
"~ Russia wants peace, but her peace. TeRLL e TS
A . «the cold war”, e
e hoped for is “the co s v it
S o Vie Intellectuelle, a neat an%:fﬁf:ff“;’;‘risﬂs ot
¢ by the compizgnto Dt:cl;lxirrle::lnproblems of ‘sociology ; :
e "s?fvoly social workers with a general b‘_’c-l:,gf?m} -
doe_s__rgfher pp v for focussing social questlons i .rma:
Which is necessaty 01;' hronicles on film, theatre, 111:e3111':l
port:mce.
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As illustrative of the review’s range, we may take the
December issue ; in one article of D. Dubarle, the modern
s_ystems of cosmology and in relations to the dogma of crea-
tion are studied. In another J. Perrot narrates the tensions
within the Christian Labour Movement in France ; J. Do
menach tells his motives for going to the Berlin éongreas
against rearmament. The editor recalls the principles which
should enlighten Catholics in their choice between possible
attitudes to war. At every page we detect the same care and
boldness to deal with up-to-date problems and explain the
principles of solution.

Among the institutes of social apostolate in France, the
Action Populaire is possibly the first, and can boast of over
fifty years existence and work. This social centre groups
some twenty Jesuits dedicated to the study, publicity and
propaganda of social doctrine. It publishes two periodicals,
Revue d’Action Populaire (a monthly) and Cahiers d’Action
Religieuse et Sociale (a bi-monthly). The Cahiers supply
regular information on facts and views distributed under
hundreds of headings so that they can find a ready place in
social files.

The December issue of the monthly analyses the idea of
Christian peace, (Papal speech to a Pax Christi pilgrimage,
an address of von Galli at the Katholikentag of Berlin, and
a study on international duties), various tasks of modern
states (evolution of the notion of social protection in France,
government role in saving industrial Britain). Finally the
Chronicles deal with the disparity in standards of living in
the various French departments and with the last Com-
munist Congress in Moscow.

A new series of studies is announced for 1953 : research
work in doctrine and institutions, plans for enquiry and
action, unpublished documents, topical chronicles and biblio-
graphy. Are in preparation a study of the social teaching
of Pius XII, of conditions for women factory workers, the
geography of hunger, Stalinists enigmas, and a survey of
Eastern Germany.
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The above tour of Catholic reviews devoted to social
problems is far from being complete ; it omits the publica-~
tions in Italy, Spain, Portugal, Belgium, Holland, Germany,.
South-America ; it does not even mention all Catholic re-

I'views in the several countries covered. Yet it well reveals:
the intense interest Catholics all over the world take in.
social questions and their hearty co-operation in social effort.
After such a tour “ Social Action ” feels very small indeed,.
a tiny little monthly.

A. LAHURI

——— —e

BOOK-NOTES AND REVIEWS

" As many leaders in social work are anxious to have

, one or other ready-made syllabus to make sure they will
cover the whole social question in the courses they plan,

they may be recommended two recent new text-books. The

first comes from the Papal Gregorian University : Compen--

dium Ethicae Socialis by Rev. G. Jarlot, s.J., (Rome, Pont.

Univers. Gregor., 1951), Pp. 192. The learned professor of

sociology opens his course with an explanation of society

(social theories, social nature of man, types of society, nature

of civil society). He passes on to the domestic society and
details the rights of its members. He then goes on to state

the principles and the important applications of ethics in

the economic and in the political life ; private property, just
price, interest on investments, and fair wages ; foundations
of state life and organisation, civil authority, and popular

rsuﬁ’rage, rebellion.

The last chapter deals with international ethics: trea-
ties, colonies, war and peace. We must confess that the
manner of dealing with the colonial problem is hardly satis-
factory. The arguments brought usually are recited with-
out any discussion of their bearing. What of the right of
appropriating the wealth of a people under the plea that
they do not put it to the use of mankind ? Should not this
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be applied also to *advanced ” nations ? Is the argument
in harmony with the Quadragesimo Anno which states that
the right of private property is not lost because it is not ex-
ploited ? ‘What of the right to suppress an existing state
(however unmodern it may look) to secure economic ad-%
vantages ? If it be right to send settlers to eolonise back~
ward areas, what about sending a few migrants to un-
developed regions of modern states ? Would it not be help-
ful to discuss these points in an international conference of
moralists that would include authentic representatives from
the colonies ?

The shorter treatise (pp. 128) of Rev. F. Cimetier, p.s.S.,
Bréve Synthése de Théologie Morale Sociale (Paris, Desclée)
is less scholastic in form and more readily suitable as a syl-
labus for our schools and colleges, The contents run as
follows : general social ethics, social ethics of family, civil
society, professional and economic life, with a few excellent ¢
pages on the means of bringing economic life up to moral
sstandards ; the last chapter treats of Church and State.

The weaker parts of the book in our view relate to
points of colonisation and of international organisation,
which reflect the bard-to-avoid bias current in western
powers. ’

A. Lahuri. '

S '\,L,\&"DQ}A



PRACTICAL CITIZENSHIP

(by C.C. Clump s.j.) -

A text-book intended for Secondary Schools. Part I
acquaints the young citizen with the Civics of daily life;
Part II gives him the principles of civic life and our Indian
Administration, according to our Constitution; Part III
develops, in some detail, certain features of man’s life in
society.

An excellent precis in 88 pages of all a High school boy
or girl should know of the national life. .

Price: Re. 1/- postage extra

SOVIET LIFE SERIES

A series of 10 two-page fly-sheets on Soviet freedom,
education, wages and prices, slave labour, etc.

. .Rs. 8-8-0 per thousand, post-free
Re. 1-0-0 per hundred, post-free
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’ By A. Nevett v
Demi 8vo. 200 pp.
Price: Rs. 3/8; 6sh.; 1 § or equivalent exchange
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Poona, 1,



REGD. NO. M-5888 L
RS SOCIAL ACTION

Social Action is a monthly devoted to social prob-
lems, and is under the direction of the I. 1. S. O. ..

The Editorial Board do not necessarily endorse the
individual views of contributors..

The yearly subscription is Rs. 4 or 6 s. 6 d or $ 1.50.
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cover the olearing commission, .

V. P. P. charges are &xtra. :

Inland Money Orders or International Money Or-
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HERE ANLY

On and On
~ The opening of the

and showed that the Damodar Vamee e

will be able to achieve its set objects W1thm the first Five
Year Plan. These projects dwarf what Red China has
accomplished in that line and should confirm India in her
methods of progress,

The Community projects are certainly more important
and it is heartening to read of the advance made in several
places. The greatest difficulty in Community Projects is
psychological ; the peasantry must be roused to take their
due share in this national movement ; once our peasants
will be aware that these pro;ects are beneficial, they will
1shrow themslves heart and soul in the work ; it may take
time and possibly the Planning Commission did not make
sufficient allowance for the natural slowness or even apathy
of the peasantry to take to new methods. What is more re-
grettable is that in some places, v.g, in Bihar, gross mis.
takes are made.

The projects had to be national ; unhappily here and
there they have been turned into party stunts and roused
partisan opposition. Gram Panchayats are set up on a poli~
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tical basis;e;'xd authentic peasants who chose to vote for the
Jharkand party in the turmoil of the last elections are kept
at arm’s length or thrown back into the crowd of onlookers
and malingerers. No worse blunder could be fancied and
no worse damage to the civic sense in the countryside.
Political differences should be toned down ; coalitions of all
good wills should and could be achieved since it is a case
of national emergency. ' .
Monotonous

In theJad old days, which Indians graciously try to for-
get and w‘g’ﬁﬁmi'ers do not like to remember, the country was
plagued with batches of foreign ‘experts, commissions and
committees, who deplored the dzfects; and deficiencies of the
country’s banking, currency, agricgiture, trade, industry,
edugation and all the rest; decadgfafter decade, it was a
mond8tonous dirge in largo an estoso. With independ-
ence, the tune hds changed; there are still many visitors, '
tourists and experts, economists, politicians, social workers,
who go round cities and towns with the democratic celerity
our air services can provide; they talk and discourse, as
fluently as ever, expatiating on the qualities and qualifica-
tions, virtues and merits of the Indian people ; it is all woo--
ing and cooing, all in allegro and tremolo. The change was
pleasant, at least for a time ; in the tropics sauces and cur-
ries must vary. But by now the tune has grown monoto-
nous ; people listen with patience but they are getting
‘bored. They know well enough what they are and what
they want. THey have battalions of planners on the front
line and full regiments in reserve. They have their fate in%
their own hands and they mean to win the battle of life.
When they will want the advice of others, they know where |
to get ift. ' -
A Third What ?

These thoughts are spontaneous reacti "

. : ] ctions to speeches
like those delivered by M. A. Bevan who ventured tc? advise -
Indian leaders on home and foreign policy. He recommend-
\ ¢d agricultural development, which we all want : he counsi-
: _
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selled a “ Third Force” which we do not want. Many folks

talk in terms of a “ third” something or other. Like Caesar’s

Gaul, the world is divided into three parts: the U.S.S.R. com-
t plete with satellites, the U.S.A. dragging along a NATO and
a MEDO, and the rest. Asian Socialists would like to turn
the rest into a Third Camp : whether a refugee camp or a
holiday camp, is not clear. Mr. Bevan fancied a Third Force
or a Third Blac. he szemed undecided which, as there is too
little cement for a Block and too little strength for a Force.
Mr. Nehru prefers to talk of a Third Area, ““ as much area, as
many countries as possible who do not wish to encourage any
tendency to war, who wish to work for peace and who do not
wish to align themselves with any bloc”. It is all a
matter of wish ; no force, no block, no regional alliance ; only
2 wish and an area, and area with a wish. All nations pro-
fess they wish for peace; but they do not agree on the
peace they wish for and they are not in the same geographi-
cal circumstances. That is how there are three wishes and
three areas.
Caesgrs are Buried -

Stalin is dead. He reeeived indiscriminate praise from
people who are hypnotized with the size of political power
and for whom it is enough for one to be a Big Gun or a Big
Noise. Not so for people who mind the purity of means and
purpose. Undoubtedly Stalin had gigantic ambitions and
resources as economic builder, war patriot, imperialist poli-
tician. But he was best defined by himself as the ‘“man of
steel 7, efficient and ruthless like steel. Efficient and ruth-
‘fess he was, in building up his pyramidal economy on slave
lahour, in waging war against his rivals and his fellow
citizens who stood in his way, in overrunning prostrate
Poland, in colonising his satellite countries. But his great
sin was not that he broke men’s bodies but that he choked
their souls. His most nefarious work was that he poisoned
his generalion with deleterious materialism and perverted
ideals. May he rest in peace ; and may he have no imitator !

A-- Lv
e
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SOME BASIC PROBLEMS OF
VILLAGE WELFARE

About thirty miles due north of Bombay, and less than
;i_ mile from the Western railway station of Bassein Road,
les tbe ancient village of Manikpur. According to the cal-
culations of the oldest inhabitants, their village of nearly
three thousand souls, is well over a century in existence!
ére are no ancient “ruins” in the village to mark the
age o_f the settlement, but when you enter the larger houses
to enjoy the hospitality of a kindly people, the well worn raf-
ters, 'beams and door-posts tell a story which may well have
had its beginnings in the distant past. More fortunate than
many another Indian village, Manikpur draws, its material
prosperity both from its proximity to the city of Bombay,
and from its own agricultural lands. Each morning the
village adds its quota of those thousands of office workers,
shop assistants, factory hands and students who daily swell
the population of the metropolis. In fact, it is no exaggera-
tion to say that on a week-day the village is practically
empty of its menfolk, except those who have reached the
age-limit of active labour.

Thz long established tradition whereby the men seek em-
ployment in the city, and are absent from their homes. for
the greater part of the week from early morning till late
at night, appears to have interesting repercusions on the
social life of the village. Thus, the girls and womenfolk;
for the most part, still content to busy themselves with the
thousand chores which fall to the lot of the village house-
wife seldom share the degree of literacy enjoyed by their
brothers and husbands; and this, in turn tends to create in
the women an attitude of disinterestedness towards any re-
form or improvement in the life of the village. On the other
hand, while the men spend most of their time in the city,
and there enjoy the amenities of urban life, to whatever de-

ee these may exist, there is a danger that village imnrove-
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ment hardly enters into the concern of the men; and so,
Manikpur despite its healthy situation, and the prosperity
of its inhabitants still bears the stamp of primitive living

4 conditions—the absence of sanitation in the houses, of any

drainage system, of the ordinary rules of domestic hygiene,
of roads and lanes free from cess-pools, rubbish dumps and
straying cattle.

It would be wrong, however, to conclude that such con-
ditions are tolerated with complete complacency. The social
conscience is slowly stiring in the village ; there are many
who would like to bring about a definite improvement in the
hving conditions of the setlement, and are now busy search-
ing for ways and means to achieve this end. ‘lhe difficulties
are enormous. Irom the view point of the social worker,
social betterment must be preceded by a change in the men-

-tality and outlook oi the greater part of the population.

Preconceived, “ text book ” methods and principles alone are
insufficient. The helpful social worker must make the round
of the village, not once but many times, to record from his
own personal investigations the various aspects of village
life, such as, housing, sanitation, the condition of the roads
and lanes and so on. It helps greatly to meet as many peo-
ple as possible, and tactiully let them speak their views
about village life, and their likes and dislikes regarding the
conditions which obtain. It is most important to have a
clear view about the people’s opinion, on social b.tterment,
This is only to say, for instance, that the road you lay down,

_or the well you dig will serve no useful purpose, unless the
‘village folk appreciate such amenities. To be sure, there

must be some “ theory of village-reconstruction ”, but theory
must be reduced to practise in each case for no two villages,
even in the same area, present the same problems. Besides
the fact, that habit and long endured ways of living do not
easily yield to change, there is the obvious truth that unless
the people realise the benefits which will follow from social
reorganisation, they will be chary of all innovations, refuse
their co-operation and even oppose all plans for social wel--
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fare. To obtain this ““ atmosphere ” is, perhaps, the first and
most difficult task which faces the social worker in our vil-
lages. Two methods are, generally, employed to create this
atmosphere : one, the totalitarian way of regimentation,
coercion and force, such as are being employed in the build-
ing of New China ; the other is the method of persuasion,
discussion and demonstration so as to win the free and
voluntary co-operation of the village population in a con-
certed effort for village reorganisation. It need hardly be
said, that while the second method is more difficult, its yield,
in long term results, is always more lasting and satisfying.

How is Manikpur attempting to solve this difficult pro-
blem of voluntary co-operation and so establish .the neces-
sary atmosphere, which must be the prelude to all social re-
construction ? Fortunately, the village panchayat is fully
conscious of the imperative necessity of co-operation among
the people. As a first step, an intensive “ Propaganda drive”
has been planned and it is beamed directly towards those
elements of the village whose co-operation and help are
essential for the success of the welfare plan. Social welfarz
aims at more than merely satisfying immediate material
needs, it attempts to teach the people to help themselves, and
therefore, our propaganda drive plans not merely to arouse
in the people a passing interest in social well being, but to
help them to demonstrate a sustained effort which may be
built into a habit, and so become the ordinary way of life.
Hence, a periodic clean up of the village, by outside social
workers from schools and colleges may be a useful exercisé~
of charity, but helps little towards the rehabilitation of the
villaga. “The social workers are gone and everything is a8
dirty as before!” exclaimed a disconcerted villager to the
author a few days after an enthusiastic college “cleaning
Squad " 'had visited the village ! That is exactly the difficulty-
No amount of outside help can substitute for the effort the
People, themselves, must put forth, if they want a clea?
village. ‘A cleaning squad draw from the village youth, 88

\ has been started in Manikpur, tends to give better res g
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and to this squad may be attached students resident in the
village. Unfortunately, and speaking in general, our educa-
tion appears to be quite divorced from all practical social

#effort, and so it is not uncommon to find persons with respact-
able academic degrees, perfectly unconcerned about, and
quite content to live in, surroundings which are little becom-
ing human dignity. Moreover they show no thought or at-
tempt to bring such surroundings into line with the needs of
sound, healthy living. Such anomalies are found both in
urban and rural areas.

Together with the creation of this atmosphere for social
reconstruction, the village panchayat has drawn up a list of
priorities in consultation with the people. Sanitation comes
first on the list, and in concrete terms it means the laying of
a good drainage-system. Strangely enough, the attempt to

voutline the course of the drains has revealed the need of
solving two prior problems—the demarcation of property-
boundaries in the village, and the land needed for the roads
and lanes. Built up from very early times when each house-
holder erected his house where he pleased and occupied as
much land as he thought good, the village and local autho-
rities possess no legal document indicating the limits of each
householder’s property ! Thus, boundaries, are moved as
one pleases and road-space is reduced or increased accord-
ingly. Obviously there .is no question of any drainage-
system until this problem is solved. The Local Board would
like to see an amicable settlement of the trouble, but since
land-boundaries are a sore point of dispute, even between
the closest of friends, it has been judged most expedient to
engage the services of a government surveyor who, armed
with the necessary powers from the local authority, will de-
termine the boundaries of each householder. The draft sur-
vey map aims not only at fixing the property-boundaries and
the cqurse of drains, but also tries to outline the design of
a model village, with its reconditioned houses, cattle-shelters,
cattle-ponds, places of convenience, play grounds for the
children and so.on. Outside the village limits there is al
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ready a fine school and near it a small dispensary is to W

erected. As each step in the realisation of the plan is accor’-

plished, meetings and discussions have been planned so t

of life by frequent repetiti

. i erond
through meetings and diseus ons of our social Obhga_mn

sions,

to thel\fg Jllg:%? is oye}' fifty years old,” said a proud own&f
great grand-fat }?nd‘ﬂ; is now just as it was in the days of 17
ather!” Indeed, the structure, made of strortg

dark wood, carricd all the signs of age and, except for 2 fe}V P

pat ‘
patches on the roof, showed no signs of elaborate reconditiof”

ing. The thing that intp|

S \ A gues one most - “is that
e s e n T, P, s
air and sa 1tg thar, dly penetrates, which lacks adequate fres’
It is eassy ntlhzho? ’ WlthouF, Seemingly, any great discomfort !
vince such & hor magine how difficult a task it is to ¢
give place t ouseholder that, his ancient dwelling should
; 9 one WhI.Ch Measurcs up to all the modern SPE
2t and rose-spacs in'keeP
ekmodern science of hy%lgni
: a kind of a community- [welr
in . "

g erected on a mud plinth three tq four feet high. g.oq!eﬁ

tim
es each structure contains from ten to twelve rooms, %

. . dof*that three to four famil®}
e el pppane, The interios of sch houses s S

s > S an nd i . , -
i;tlon. Occasionally the rg;;o,m and is without any ¥ aptl

APRIL 1953 .8

involves the still greater problem of temporary accommoda-
tion while the new building is being erected. A The only
working solution, so far discovered, seems to be to recondi-
tion the old structure in parts ; so the inmates continue liv-
ing in one section of the house while the other is being re-
conditioned. This method has been tried and found fairly
satisfactory. In the design of the house, uniformity has not
been insisted upon ; and provided the simple demands of
sanitation, ventilation and hygiene have been satisfied, house-
holders are free to choose their own designs. It is still too
early to say how far this plan for reconditioning houses in
Manikpur will succeed. ' ‘

Though it is conceivable, and perhaps, even possible to
undertake village social rehabilitation by means of private
agencies, thera are many obvious advantages in working with
and through the village panchayat. The “panches” form
the local authority of the village, and are usually partly
nominated by the government and partly elected by the
people, thus linking ‘the government and the people. Vil-
lage welfare falls within the jurisdiction of the panchayat,
and when the resources of the village are insufficient to
meet the demands of improvement, it is through the pan-
chayat that government assistance may be effectively secu-
red. -Such assistance is the more readily given due to the
tendency of the government to make the panchayat, and
rightly so, an efficient local authority. All this does not mean
that our voluntary village workers should take no part in the
social uplift of their village : social workers, in fact, should
ay and associate voluntary workers with the social work of
the panchayat, and in newly established panchayats, social
workers will find ample scope for guiding the social activi-
ties of the panches. Here in Manikpur an attempt is being
made to associate the different Sodalities with village wel-
tare, and especially the Sodalities of the women of the vil-
lage. It is common knowledge that few Sodalities take
any active part in the social apostolate in India, and
yet, every urban and rural area affords an extensive
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1.151d‘ for Snglists, both men and women, to engage
in buch activity. In our rural areas, the various as-
pects of .v1llage welfare, such as, domestic cleanliness, the
‘Ij)unctuahty of children at school, the development of smal
;il‘:ItS, the organisation of village games, sports and recrea:
cle? in general, the support of the village co-operative so-
y,.an,d S0 on may very usefully become the * action” of
our Yxllage Sodalities. ' The aim of such activity should bé
carefully and clearly explained to each Sodalify member -
thelbest .results seem to come from discussions about the
I\)IrOJtECt’ till the aim and purpose emerges clear and distinct.
a :;t,o tl(;ebways and means adopted should be perfectly un-
der : 121 1! y ea‘ch worker, and here details as to persons, time
2 k}: ce must be worked out till each one knows what he
; she 1s expected to accomplish. Reports on work don¢
i ould be encouraged, and at meetings, members should
al(\)f:San account of their methods of approach and investiga:
.eﬁectima?)e. Thlg type of activity should be all the more
Ve because it will draw its force and power from the
g;t:\iyvevr}i alild religious devotions which bind every Sodalist.
and ich make up a “ spiritual power house ” radiating the
ctive charity of Christ among the children of God.

C. C. Clump.

————

THE MAN OF STEEL

fea Eg J ossef V1ssar1onov1ch Djugashvili, better known anii

.hx:l as Stalin, has gone the way of all flesh. De mortuis
gzt a;i r:us;}é)}-lo'r;ufm : one would very much like to 'apply this 10
Stalin, Wt at %;dgemerft God passes on his deeds we do not
know e3 pt that God’s judgements are juster and more

nerciful than those of men. Whatever sentence is to b¢
pacsed wemay safely leave to God Whose judgement untike
that men will not err. But though we oftén are ignorant

of all'the motivei which inspi'r'e action an dtherefore Iﬁ:&gt
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be reserved in our judgement of others, nonetheless a man
cannot disassociate himself from his acts and their reper-
cussions on others.

It has bezn said of Stalin that h was “ expert only in the
business of acquiring and retaining authority ”. The Gene-
ralissimo made few incursions into theory and with one or
two notable exceptions contented himself to reveat mono-
tonously the orthodox Lenin-Marxist doctrine. But in ob-
taining and retaining power he has no modern rivals : even
Mussolini and Hitler, the two comparisons that spring readi-
ly to mind, fade into insignificance besides him.

Born on December 21, 1879, in Gori, Georgia, the son of a
cobbler, at fourteen he entered the Orthodox Church semin-
ary and was subsequently dismissed for Marxist activities, It
would be unwise to make much of this “vocation”. His
mother was, according to reports, pious and the vocation
may well have been hers and not his. Moreover, it would
not be the first time in history that a minor seminary had
béen used as a means for advancing one’s studies while the
young aspirant had no clear idea as to what would happen
afterwards.

After leaving the seminary, Stalin’s history up to the
death of Lznin is very much that of Bolshevism, and his
rise was that of his Party. A man of action, he appeared dull,
boorish and insignificant besides the brilliant dialectics of
Lenin and other old Bolsheviks like Trotsky, Boukharin, Zino-
viev and Kamanev. - In fact, it was just this inconspicuous-
ness that permitted him to build up power for hmself, un-

- suspected, until too late, by his more brilliant companions.

It was only when Lenin was a very sick man and near death
that he foresaw the accumulation of power in the hands of
Stalin and wrote to his companions to have him removed
from his position of General Secretary and to choose another,
more loyal and more devoted to the comrades. There was a
moving scene when Lenin’s companions received this request
of their leader and debated whether to make it contents
public. ‘Had they done so, it is unlikely that Lenin’s mantle
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\évo:ki have.fallen on Stalin’s rather inconspicuous shoulders.
t1;1 ‘t ey did not make that letter public and Stalin was
f; osen &s the new leader. The latter derived the fullest
enetit fiom thls lesson for never again was anyone to raise
any serious criticism against him who mercilessly ¢ liquidat-

ed’ his opponents and built u i . 7
infallibility, p for himself a reputation of

Once in the saddle there was never i Of
unseating this determined rider who rodt‘:l gr?)l::gﬁ-:l}:::ilcsver
all opposxFlon, heading for Communist society as he under-
stood %tj The story from 1930 till Hitler atiacked Russia is
one of increasing severity : the brutal liquidation of the
kulaks, snlgliholdegs, of whom miilions perished, must al-
ways remain a dar‘k and ugly blotch on Stalin’s c,areer. At
this time too, Stalin’s second wife, Nadia Alliluyeva, died,
most pxjobably by her own hand, unable to bear thé sight
g}il tk‘1e Immense sqﬁ‘ering caused by her husband’s action.
153? ht;y axtei, btaun,. the man of steel, is reported to have
st s usual self-reliance, and offered his resignation to the

olitbureau, already weakened by purges. No one dared to
sfcand up and tell Stalin that he was doing the right thing
since to do so was to run a great risk. A few months later
he was fuil of confidence again and the opportunity had
passsd. (Cf. L Deutcher, Stalin, p, 334-35, Oxford Univ.

Press. This is an excellent and :
- hol i
Stalin up to the year 1945). scholarly biography ©

The terrible purges of 1936-38, removed the last vesti-
ges pf any open opposition, whether real or imagined, and
Stalin, secure in his power, made his pact with Hitler that“
enab}ed the latter to launch his offensive on the West with-
out fear of being attacked in his turn from the East. When
Russia was attacked in her turn, Russians fought to defend
not Communism but their land from a brutal invader. The
war undoubtedly added enormously to Stalin’s prestige.
Hg wisely allowed patriotism to revive and as real head of
the,-country he became symbolic of a people’s gallant resists
ance. How great a military genius the Generalissimo- was)
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we can leave to later history to discover, but Russian vie-
tories both over the Germans and the no less important dip-
lomatic victories over his western allies made Stalin one of
the world’s most important men, a position he held with in-
creasing renown till his death.

In what way has Stalin influenced us here in India ?
This can best be answered if we look back and consider whe-
ther under Stalin Communism looked west or east. In nine-
teenth century Russia there were the Slavophils, those who
considered that Russia had a special mission of her own to
lead her citizens and even other peoples along the Russian
path independently of the west, and there were the Wes-
ternisers who would model Russia on Eurépe. When Marx-
ism came to Russia it attracted the western branch for
Marxism is a western product. Moreover, prominent early

. Marxists like Lenin were Russian emigres who had spent

many years in Europe, and though Lenin foresaw the possi-
bilities of communism spreading throughout Asia owing to
the social and political ferment in that continent, he habi-
tually turned west for his inspiration. But Stalin, born in
Georgia on the margin between east and west, never having
been out of Russia except for a short visit, represented the
eastern blend in Russian communism. .He never really held
Lenin’s belief that the West because of its industrialism
and advanced proletariat was destined to lead a world-wide
communist revolution. It is significant that his earlier con-
tributions to the question of the relative importance for Com-
munism of the east and west are entitled : ‘Do not forget
“’the East’, and ‘ Ex Oriente Lux’. He certainly did not pic-
ture the west as the leader of a proletarian revolution, but
as something dark and backward, for he wrote: ¢ Ex oriente
lux. The west with its imperial cannibals has.become the
centre of darkness and slavery. The task is to destroy that

. centre to the joy and jubilation of the toilers of all coun-

tries.” And at a conference of Moslem communists who
were 1o make propaganda in India, China and Iran he ex-
horted : “Once and for all you must learn the truth that he

2
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who wants the triumph of Socialism (Communism) cannct
afford to forget the East.” These were Stalin’s sentiments
some thirty-five years ago and the passage of time was only
to emphasise them for at his death the light of the Red Star
was shining very bright over Asia.

Stalin’s contempt for the West had much to do with his
theory of ‘ Socialism in one country’, (Socialism here means
the stage before perfect Communism, i.e., the stage now
rgached by Russia today.) - Even after the Bolshevik revolu-
tion had taken place in 1917, Lenin still held that it would
be impossible for Russia to remain socialist unless the west
al;o went socialist. The reason being that other countries
with a higher and deeper culture would impose their way
of living on the weaker, namely, Russia, were she alone to
be socialised. This is profoundly true and has frequently
‘happened in the histary of nations. But there was appa-,
rently a way out and Stalin, determined not to be dependent
on the west, chose that way and all it involved. It involved
mpch and it had to be done rapidly. Russia had to catch up
with the west in industrialization and technology so that
she could be independent of western influence. But to in-
dustrialize a backward agricultural country in a couple of
deCﬁdeS meant immense sacrifices and immense poWer-
Stalia built up the power and imposed the sacrifices. In
order that the programme of industrialization should pro-
ceed without opposition and at any cost. supreme and ab-
solute power had to be in his hands, Those who opposed
were crushed like beetles beneath a heayy boot. All must
be s'acrlﬁcs-d to achieve the end in view andhany criticism was
e.ql'nvnlent to treason and treated as such. But though cri-
ticism could be supnressed within the country, some criticism
fo;om. the 9utside world would surely find ’its way on 1o
Russian soil. The Iron Curtain therefora became a necessity
to §ea1 off Russia hermetically from the rest of the world
while Socialism was being built in one country. |

Raving proved that Socialism could be built in o
, ne state
regardless of the rest of'the world. and in the process of do-
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ing so, having built up perhaps the most powerful totalita-
rian regime the world has ever known, it was but a further
mnatural step for Russia in the person of Stalin to wish to
impose her way of life on her neighbours. Stalinism has
turned to imperialism. And so millions today, willingly or
unwillingly, accordingly as they are directly under Soviet
contro! or not, turn to Moscow for guidance and are taught
to look to Russia zs their true motherland. This constitutes
a great triumph for Stalinism and were the accumulation
of power man’s sole aim in life then Stalin should have en-
joyed a high degree of contentment since few men in history
have wielded the power that was his. But death strips man
naked of all power and leaves him to be judged not by the
amount of power he yielded but by the way in which he
used it. On this count one cannot but conclude that Stalin
has been weighed in the balance and found wanting.

Writing three days after the death of Stalin, it is not pos-
sible to give an appreciation of the reaction of the national
press to this event, but from what it was ‘possible to read
and hear there apoears a certain lack of balance. There is
too much adulation for the material achievements and a
glossing over, excusing or ignoring of the terrible cost in
liberty and human lives. It is perfectly true that editorials
and speeches delivered a few days after Stalin’s death are
not the occasion for any final verdict. But more discreet
utterances would have been in place both from newspapers
and from highly placed politicians. One leading paper con-
cluded its editorial : ““ As the world understands greatness,
he was undoubtedly great”. Unwittingly, this is a poor
compliment to Marshal Stalin and a very sad comment on
the world.

Whether the death of Stalin will make the cold war
colder or hot, whether peaceful co-existence is more or less

.possible now than before, whether Russia will remain as

monolithic as before or show serious signs of interior dis-
sension, will be the happy hunting ground of writers and

- journalists for many a day to come. To enter into. these
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questions is beyond the modest scope of Social Action and
we must leave this fascinating game to our readers. But
In the interval we hope that they will find time to utter
prayer that Marshal Stalin may find that peace he never
enjoyed on earth—the peace the world cannot give.

A. Nevett.

A ————

RETRENCHMENT

The. fear of being served with the fatal notice of dis-
charge is slowly spreading through all ranks of workmen
these last few months. Nearly a third of the employees, in-
cluding some officers, of the Nationalised Transport Ser-

vice in Bombay State were recently asked to quit. In >

sladras, large numbers of employees of the State Electrical
Departmfent' engaged in putting through the new schemes
of electr}fylng and supplying power to the town and the
countryside were summarily dismissed because the finance
allocated to the scheme had all been used up. The fear of
unemployment overshadows workmen of the Textile Indus-
‘tries throughout the country, because the employers in the
name of ‘rationalisation’ are demanding new types of ma-
chinery which will make severe inroads into the labour force-
Workmen of the Defence Industries have already gone on
strike to prevent retrenchment, while the various unions of

the aviation firms about to be nationalised have pleaded.

x_mth the government for an assurance of security in their
jobs when t.he companies cease to exist asvprivate and inde-
pendent units. Due to a shortage of funds, 1,500 employees,
“comprising skilled and unskilled labour and jt’mior engineers
‘workmg in the Andhra Power Projects, were discharged-
The.number of persons registering for employment at the
official ‘lgbour exchanges in the country have increased from
:321,656"in January, 1952 to 407,872 in . October, 1952. .-Al-
-though these figutes need not necessarily imply &n inerease
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in industrial unemployment, still they partially reveal the
existence of unwanted labour in the country. The picture
is gloomy enough and the prospects of the future are none
too bright despite the vast government projects and heavy

" government expenditure under the Five-Year Plan.

In India

While in the West, unemployment benefit brings some
relief to the worker without a job, in India no such provi-
sion exists. It is true that social security measures are be-
ing tried out in some of the larger, industrial towns, but
they do not include unemployment insurance. At most a
man can expect to get a small provident fund enough to tide
over a short period, but far from the ample security that
he requires. Retrenchment therefore becomes a dread-

. ed word; it usually portends an empty purse, starving

children and sometimes a ruined home. Worse still, it often
hastens the final surrender into the clutches of the money-

lender. .

No Refuge

If a workman has preserved his contacts with his vil-
lage, well and good. He has still some source of security
against an uncertain future. But if these too have been
completely sunderzd, he becomes practically a homeless
wandzrer on the streets. Of course he might register with
a Government Employment Exchange, or a private employ-
ment exchange, wherever they exist, but there are ge-
nerally so many names on the waiting list that the appli-
cant’s hopes of finding work are almost instantaneously sub-
merged. Charitable societies might help him for some time,
but normally it is to his relations and the close acquain-
tances of his caste that he betakes himself. If he is a mem-
ber of a joint-family, he need not fear, unless the other
members of the family are hit by the same ill-fortune. But
with the slow disintegration of such ancient social bonds, and
with no new social structure or amenity to take their place,
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the 1 ' 2 i
dez d_Ot of the unemployad workman becomes very hard in-

Unemployment

The causes of unemployment are ex v ex.
They vary with the economic backgrouendlfr(i;n Ezhczﬁﬁtry
and the prevailing stage of industrialization. India’s vast
man-power spells potential unskilled labour running into
millions. But until this labour can be suitably- trained and
ha.rnessed. to the right type of job, the unemplo}y'nlﬂnt tigures
will be blgh and show ever rising totals. Evenvin a;n ad-
vancgd industrial country a certain mobility of Alabour is
required to allow for changes in demand in a free market,
ﬁ)r tichnological irpprovement through the intrdc;uction of
) ;13:; a};%')ei ot“machmery, and for changes in financial policy
that ae Of%mes a‘xnd production, Consequently, a certain
msasurs neednemrxployment must always be taken for grant-
lig,htened o not necessarily arouse anxiety. And an en-
ogntened .overnment makes provision for such pockets

mployment by means of Unemployment Benefit.
Various Measures

indezu;is‘gsh flr;;n times of depression, the unemployment
to 1 -scal ger9u81y high, the public authorities resort
oo a;‘gewsict:z}al e public works, in order to provide the unem
Iifey The nowoiik and a salary to procure the necessaries of
the- ubli ew demand for goods that is set in motion by
econlc))m lcbzﬁiuthon@es‘has a beneficial effect on the whole
and Y, bocause it 01.1 s the wheels of industry, as it werey
: al:;afl,;ses t}lem to whirl again on the way to reéovery. But
tﬁere ar(:en; oxsh {;government measures during a depressions
normal times ‘cr}}[11 eiOf methods of retrenching men during
gr;duall 1at help to soften the blow. Thesz havé
th; ind yt grown up through custom and the traditions ©

ndus rial .courts. Thus in selecting the men to be dis-
charged, certain conditions have to be observed. The length

of service has to be taken into account ; the last man to joif
s

will be the first t6 go. But othér considerations ke

~
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telligence and capability will exert their influence. Men on
the verge of retirement might also be asked to make room
for younger men. Instead of outright dismissal, the hours
of work might be reduced, and overtime eliminated. The
unions might appeal against a discharge, especially if it is
an unjust one. Under a collective agreement, the unions
might claim the right to be consulted or at least informed
when workmen have to be discharged. In general the law
r:quires ihe employer to give the employee one month’s
notice before discharging him, or one month’s pay in lieu of
notice. But besides the month’s pay, it might be agreed
that the discharged workman be granted dismissal or seve-
rance pay by the employer. -

Severance Pay

A typical example of severance or dismissal pay is the
agreement between the Millowners of Ahmedabad and the
Ahmedabad Textile Labour Association in September, 1949
to compensate the retrenched person. The agreement ap-
plies to all persons who were to be retrenched from the
mills for the sake of ‘rationalisation’. Severance Pay or
< compensation’ as it is termed in the agreement was to be
paid on the following scale :—

1. Persons with continuous ‘*Vages and D.A. for 5 days
service of 6 months or
over but under 1 year
on the date of discharge

9. Persons with continuous

service of full 1 year

Perscns with continuous

service of full 2 years

4. Persons with continuous
service of full 3 years

5. Persons with continuous
service of full 4 years

6. Persons with continuous
service of full 5 years

Wages and D.A. for 10 days

Wages and D.A. for 20 days

¢

Wages and D.A. for 45 days
Wages and D.A. for 60 days

Wages and D.A. for 75 days
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Though the compensation was comparatively slight, the
retrenchment was restricted to persons who had been em-
ployed for five years and below. Persons who were to T€-

cetve such compensation were not to be given any notice of §

:1 month’s pay in lieu thereof. Before the retrenchment was
o take place, the employer had to contact the Labour Asso-
1?.1a’uon ail(;l W;thm a period of 14 days the Labour Associa-
ion would enter into an agreement wi i on
this particular issue. with the miliawners
In the case of the Madras P

) ort Trust employees Who
volgntarlly surrgndered their jobs during tﬁe.yreceSSion
period, the maximum amount of leave and a specific ib-
crease of theg provident fund was granted to them, deter-
mineqd according to the length of their service b

The Courts

. Some interesting cases in regard to re t have
t?me ué) recently before the Courts for aéisgfc}:ﬁx The
W21;‘»31' ugar Works, Khatauli, retrenched 93 workmen, Who
; tﬁ gx:gaged on the construction of certain buildings. Prior.
iSosu e f;;a‘crenchment, the workmen hagd struck work on the
iss g 5o ; cr):;v wtiges. The management hag agreed to pay ther?
do‘.”n 2 w(r»ilt th of 26 dgys, and the agreement, had been sét
down in wit 1ngd and signed by representatives of both the
mat bb ment and the union. Soon after, 93 of the workmen

ad besn dismissed on grounds of economvy. Their WO
was leased out to building contractors v )}

The Labour Appellate Tribunal ri the
workmen had been retrenched not beiﬁg t}}fel; v;cclsl:et Sur’[
p1u§ hgnds, but because the company wanted to evade the
0b1.1gatr1ons of the agreement. The Comban was therefor®
acting mala fide in dismissing the workfneny The Tribunal
passed orders that they should be reinstate& )

A second interesting case is th il Mi
at of the Tata Oil Mills,
%gd.., Tatapuram. The management trieq to retrench 59 of
eir employeesZ on grounds of their being surplus stafis
The Staff Association of the Company appealed to the In”

‘neither incompet:nt or insubordinate.
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dustrial Tribunal on behalf of the men. Aifter considering.
the case, the Tribunal came to the conclusion that there was
no cause for retrenchment. The men were all old hands of
the company ; some of them had worked for as many as 10
years, had successfully passed their period of probation, and
had given up prospects of employment elsewhere due to
government regulations when joining the firm. They were
The only reason,
said the adjudicator, for their dismissal was that the com-
pany wanted to make more profits.

The Company appealed against the decision and won
their case in the Appelate Tribunal, which reversed the de-
cision. But before the Adjudicator’s award could take effect,.
the State Government of Travancore-Cochin annulled the
decision and directed the Company to retain the men for

. reasons of public safety and security.

A third interesting case is that of Dewar’s Garage and
Enginezring Works, West Bengal. Because their import
licence quota was slashed from Rs. 43} lakhs to Rs. 10 lakhs,
the company argued that it had ample cause for retrenching
44 workers. Before the issue of the reduced licence quota,.
the workmen had presented a charter of their demands to
management and had even approached the Conciliation Offi-
cer to enforce their claims. While the proceedings were be-
ing held, the notice of discharge was given to the 44 em-
ployees, without the permission of the Conciliation Officer..
This is against the law and the company had to suffer the
consequences of their legal mistake. To aggravate the situa-

. tion, th: Company had been employing contractors to do

their overtime work, and because they disliked the union,,
had required their cmployees to sign a pledge that they
would not join the union. Although the company main--
tained that in their policy of retrenchment they were fol-
lowing the principle of ¢ the last to come must be the first to-
go’, as a matter of fact they had discharged those whom-
they considered to be ‘disloyal’. Of course they lost the:

case.



5. Finally to avoid labour unrest, the Adjudicat"r;‘,

think it advisable that the unions be informed ar

thzir leaders be consulted, before retrenchmen

takes place.
A. Fonseca.

SOCIAL WORK, SERVICE
B ~  AND ACTION
Aspirants to social work. or social service are occasion-
ally at a loss when asked to define or describe their purpose

and activity, and to assign their boundaries. . They will wel-
come the following quotations which reflect views in differ.

ent countries.

U.S.A.

M. A. J. Altmeyer, Commissioner for Social Security,
Federal Security Agency:

“At one time, not so long ago, our concept of social
work included, almost exclusively, relief and service to the
underprivileged and disadvantaged . .. Social work was
thought of largely in terms of adjusting the individual to his
environment rather than in terms of bringing environmental
forces into play to assist the individual . . . The newer con-
cept of social work, as I view it, is that it consists not onl
of counselling and assisting the individual and - famil i
making the neccssary adjustments to environment }}’3 1?,
more importantly, it consists of marshalling commu :c o
sources to promote the well-being of individuals I&va re-
lies generally . . . We think in terms of all indiv‘gn lsarm&
families . . . We think not in terms of ‘ cure’ or 1c¢ua p an
vention’ but in affirmative terms of actively prome:{en P;‘l"l?-
being rather than simply avoiding ill-being » oting well-~

(A. E. Fink : The Field of Social Work. N

Holt, 1951) ¥, New York,

' individual . .. Although a pu
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Miss K. Lenroot, chief of the Federal Children’s Bureau,
lists the emerging purposes of social work as follows : —

1. Material Security through economic and political
organisation that will assure every individual and every
family the means of satisfying basic material wants.

2. Emotional security through personal and social ad-
justments. ’ :

3. Social justice through fair and ordered relationships
between groups with adequate opportunities for all groups.

4. Social achievements through collective endeavour.

5. Spiritual power through philosophic and religious
thought. :

(Helen 1. Clarke : Principles and Practice of Social
Worl:. New York ; Appleton, 1947)

England

The terms “social service” and *the social services”
are relatively modern . . . They are terms which are some-
times used rather vaguely, and universal agreement has not
ached as to which services should be classified as

yet been re !
“ social 7. Some vagueness is inevitable and it may even be

desirable, in a sphere in which growth and change are con-
tinually taking place . . .

epted hall-mark of social service ‘is
the personal well-being of the
blic utility service is undoubt-
edly for the public benefit, the main concern of the officer
in charge is to see that the facilities provided are adequate
in amount and efficient in operation... His interest is in
the object provided and not in the people who make use of
it. The social worker on the other hand, is concerned not
only with the efficient administration of a particular service,
‘but with the effects of its use on the persona]‘.itles and rela-
tionships of the people taking advantage of it. Social ser-

The generally acc
that of direct concern with
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vice ‘; essentially “ the manifestation of a personal interest
in a human siatuation ”, a recognition both of the uniqueé
ness of the individual and of our common humanity. . -
:x;lore xr'nportan't model_rn developments in social service and
. e sgcxal services w}nch have led up to the situation today
are then, the Increasingly active and prominent part played
Ei’e ;?li gSttz;'lc:, gvh‘xch ha(si gradually assumed responsibility for
asic needs of all its citi ; ideni
the scope of social services to ihcluglglf}e\::s;n’rtfgz Wldenll;;git‘})f
the acceptance of the benefits they conter as ri (}:1Dtm'n;he in:
c;-easefi importance attached to the adjus’cmentg ofst,h rela-
tionships as well as of mecting material needs ; the incieased
and increasing influence of the scientific att’\itude and the
development of social research, and the growth of

sionalism. ;profes—

(M. Penelope Hall, The Social Services of Modern
England. London: Routledge, 1952)
France
In Service Social dans le Monde, (October 1952) Fr. P.
Virton writes about the differences between terms which
are often confused, charity, social service, social action. The
words are taken in the meaning they have in France.

1. Whilst private charity, result of personal contact
between beneficiary and benefactor, is in the plane of that
charity springing more from affectivity than from intelli-
gence, social scrvice reaching individuals as members of
groups, is found rather in the plane of solidarity and of jus-

tice ; it comes from the head rather than from the heart. ~~

2. In actual life the difference is shown when private
charity seeks to be more rationally efficacious and yet the
agents of social service leaven up their deeds with a spirit
of love which enables them to discover the * Pe
their client. person = in

3. Nevertheless a difference i i i
R ) persists : private chari
is dispenszd by a higher person who seeks a link of charig

with the needy. Social serviee is not left to indivi

. nisations. Whence it is neces

ally, socially or psychol
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initiative but is mandated by 2 charitable or other ortg:n;
sation public or private. There is thus n0 real competitio

i i i f other orga-
bet i d the social service of 0 .
e oot 1y mo sary to include private charity

in the plan of co-ordination. ‘

4. Neither charity nor social service are the. equ}::é?:j
of social action, Social action aims. at refgrtmmfr rlect -
tions ; private charity and social service ten oc rrect
errors or misdeeds of the existing social order_lancdme e tf) |
the needy, and social order does not necessarily

the uroose. v ‘
. arity and social service play

5. Nevertheless private ch e . hange
an important role in fostering the spirit :e?fmfhzoe;istril rgx‘g
the social order ; it greatly helps 11 'not}l;mnime of charity
disorders, and remedying them, either in th€

' or in the name of social justicé-

Belgium
it le de Nave’s report at the
e, o onis te(iul:\geif Social Work (Madras),

Sixth International Confer . C o

the term “ ggc;al Service ” 18 given various applications. It

iS used to designate: . . :
{a) Every action organised with th(:” ?é;na‘?‘fl i;’:,p:g‘g:tg_

the frameworlk and structure Hence it is confused

ter the conditions of the less for

With what is better called “soct

(b) Services and works put ;;n
or of certain groups €.g., SaVings
canteens, nurseries, homes, ete.

If dealing with health, they are us

social services. L )
0. Mo ety mehoL U S ot
. ) ; y
tation or re-adaptation oogfi(::u;vhandicapped '4‘:01" n.o;mazlil cr:;rex;
ditions of life. It is practised id servicgsloglrzig’?v;‘ ork).
{Social Case-work) or i gl‘OuPSs(SOCIa L

tunate.
al Action”.

the disposal of the poor
ks, insurance schemes,

ually called medical-
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In Belgium ‘social assistants’ are more and more called
upon to transform the old methods of assistance through the
method of social service. o : o

(d) In a more general way, all professional work don€
by a “social assistant” whether in the field of action or 50
cial accomplishments or social work. :

(Service Social dans le Monde, January 53)
U.N.O. .

A definition which should Have international validity
"was proposed by the United Nations Social Commission. It
.runs as follows :—

Social work as it is actually carried on has certain gene-
ral characteristics in all countries. - T

- 1. Itis a helping activity, designed to give assistance in
respect to problems that prevent individuals, families, and

groups from achieving a minimum desirable standard of &

.social and economic well-being. ‘

2. Itis a “social ” activity, carried on not ‘for personal
_profit by private practitioners but under the auspices of or-
_ganizations, governmental or non-governmental or both,

established for the benefit of members of the community
regarded, as requiring assistance.

3, It is a “liaison” activity, through which disadvant-
aged individuals, families, and groups may tap all the re-
sources in the community available to meet their unsatis-
fied needs . . . .

Social work may be said to strive towards the following
-objectives : — -

1. ;t seeks‘ to see—and assist—individuals, families, and
groups in relation to the many social and economic fc;rces
by which t.hey are affected, and differs in this respect fronr;
certain allied activities, such as health, education religion
etc. The latter share its general objective of };romotiné
social Well'—bemg, but tend to exclude all but certain aspects
-of the socio-economic environment from their purviewp ‘
"The-social worker, on the other hand, cannot exclude 'ﬁ:o‘r‘r;

e

!

A
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his consideration any gspect of the life of the person who
seeks help in solving problems of social adjustment . . . the
well-trained social worker makes the nearest possible ap-
proach to full and constant awareness of the interplay of
social, economic, and psychological forces in the lives of the
troubled pzople who come to him for assistance . . ..

2. Consequently, it may be said that social work seeks
to perform an integrating function for which no other pro-
vision is made in contemporary socicty. The well-trained
social worker must therefore be familiar with and know how
to enlist the co-operation of all existing social institutions
(thz school, the medical or psychiatric clinic, the hospital,
the church, the court, the employment office, the commu-
nity centre, ete.) in order that individuals, families, and
groups may derive full benefit from the facilities and ser-
vices available in the community for promoting and main-
taining social well-being.

3. Beyond all this, social work, by fixing attention on
specific social ills and pointing to the need for appropriate
remcdial and preventive service, seeks to maximize the re-
sources available in the community for promoting social
well-being. The well-trained social worker tends to bacome
a “social diagnostician ” for the community, e., his day-t.o-
day work enables him to identify classes of problems requir-
ing orderly solution by the community, or classes of persons

- who can be brought to normal social and economic func-
tioning only through the creation of special ccmmunity re-
sources. The social worker here performs a pritnarily tech-

“nical and instrumental function caleulated to make more
rational, more intelligent, and more effective (2) the efforts
of the community in promoting social well-being, and (b) the
efforts of individuals, families, and groups to overcome ob--
stacles to productive and satisfying living.

(E/CN. 5/196, New York, United Nations, Feb. 50)
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India
As the profession of social worker is still in the early

stages of its development, a concise definiti i iri
; . : ition of its spirit,
-as given by Mrs. Ashadevi Arayanauyakam at the SI:)cial

Commission of the UN.O. (May 15, 1952) will be appre- >

ciated : A social worker in India is considered as the *ser-
vant of the village” or the “ servant of the people”. Our
master Gandhiji defined his fellow-workers and him.self as
* the ssrvants of God with the poor and the humble”

(Service Social dans le Monde, Jan. 1953)
A, Lawnunr.

PROGRESS REPORT

Recent information from quarters closely associated

with the I.I.S.0. is most encouraging. With the opening of

the coming academic year, diploma courses in social sciences
will begin in several colleges. Stella Maris College in
Mylapore is keeping the lead. It will open its second an-
nual course on June 25th with the formal recognition of the
Archdiocese of Madras-Mylapore and the affiliation to the
Catholic International Union for Social Service. The school
intends providing Women Graduates with a thorough train-
ing in the various theoretical and practical branches of so-
cial work and preparing them for a life dedicated to the
cause of the underprivileged classes and to the development
of New India.

Particulars about courses and hostel accommodation.--

can be had from Rev. Mother Superior, Stella Maris School
of Social Service, Palace Road, Mylapore, Madras 4.

‘From amongst the reports about social work done in
various Colleges (St. Joseph’s, Trichinopoly ; Loyola Mad-
ras; St. Xavier’s, Bombay ; St. Xavier’s, Calcutta etc.:.), the
Fifth Annual Report of the Social Service League" St. Aloy-
,s1us.’ College, Mangalore is the most satisfying. ’It is hard
to single out all the meritorious activities of those 93 selfless

*~

-

. hight-schools run regularly by unpaid staffs.

Viding vocational guidance Wit

_SWiSS citizens are said to seek gu
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tribution, village sanitation,
moeo dispensary, etc. What
y drive ; not less than five
So and so

‘workers : poor relief, milk dis
rural working camps, mobile ho
Is most gratitying is their literac

Schools, please copy !
The report is methodical and clear as the ‘sheet of a
case-worker, But the most comforting feature is the un-
bounded enthusiasm and resourcefulness of that splendid
gang who neglects no occasion of doing good, and no occa-
sion of securing help from official and private sources.
Another striking feature which comes out b_etw_een the
stock of facts and the stack of figures is the solidarity bet-

Wee i 11 as between the various com-
n staff and pupils, 25 % A wonderful spirit

Munities represented in the College. :
Which justifli)es the hope that social service will forge1 one of
the strongest bonds of unity of renascent India. 'We 1 done,
St. Aloysius : let your light shine on all colleges !

BOOK NOTES & REVIEWS

The attention of social workers is called toIt};e sertxfs n(;f
Studies on vocational guidance published 1n the Internatio

Labour Review. ) uidanse

The January issue treats of the vocatlonliL %1:1 ix;c;l
Services in Switzerland. (New Zeala:pd, the U. ’andgAus:
the U.S.A., Sweden, Poland, Argentina, France,
tralia were surveyed previously)-

In Switzerland at present there are 305 services pro-

h 209 male and 101 female

i j the respect of
] guidance enjoys t
¢ orities. Better still, the young
» Snployers and O author idance, not for the sake of
nd for them, but rather
n inclinations and

Counsellors, and vocationa

having an 3 cy fou
apprentice vacancy L°%
for a better understanding of their oW

abilit; _ ‘
e like report on Indm.

We are eagerly waiting for a . _‘
Guidance was‘greczmmended- py the 1949 International
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Labour Conference and is duly mentioned in our Five Year
Plan.

Industrial Housing in India, by S. C. Aggarwal, Roxy Print-
ing Press, New Delhi, 528 pages, price Rs. 13-8-0.

This is an excellent book of reference for people who
would like to know the present position of industrial hous=
ing in the country, and the attempts Government is making
to solve the problem of acute housing shortage in the major
industrial cities of India. All the latest reports of the Hous-
ing Committees have been ncluded, with ample excerpts
from important foreign reports on the same question. In
his position as Salt Commissioner, New Delhi, the author has
had free access to important sources and statistics that have
yielded valuable information on the housing situation in
each state. He has also described the position of industrial
housing in regard to each industry taken sevarately.

But despite these attempts at completeness, there are
important lacunae in the book. For one thing, the sociolo-
gical aspect of housing should have been stressed with great
emphasis. Men need not only material shelter but a home,
and therefore a decent house to satisfy such a basic funda-
mental need. The primary social institution of the family
must also be taken into consideration when planning out
housing requirements. Then again, sufficient attention has
not been drawn to the fact of the intimate relation between
proper housing and- the workman’s efficiency. Focussing
the public mind on these essentially human aspects of the
housing problem will go a long way to rousing public opi-
nion to discover a quick method of relieving such distress.

Had the book been more humanistic in outlook and less
loosely composed, it might have made a very valuable addi-
tion to the commaratively meagre bibliography on housing
available in this country. But there can be no doubt that
the information contained in the book is extremely useful,
and on that score alone among many others, the author de-
serves our deep appreciation and gratitude. A F.

)
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SOCIAL CHRONICLE

ASPECTS OF THE LABOUR QUESTIQN

1t is impossible to know them all. But if, ‘weawa:fr ;o;ntt)lx
the chief trends of the Labour question w¢ m y

- > Mjnister for Labour, deli-
speech of the Hon’ble V. V. GII, Minis ' li-
vered at the opening of the <10 Labour Session at Nani
Tal in October last.

The first question mooted Was the one of ’f}?;nflléffgt:
arbitration, It has to go by the board DECEUsE G0 o ion
result brought about by it has been an incre 1

' ey.
with the ordinary consequences of loss of time an‘d ﬂrln?n y

The All-India Trade Union Congress agx;e:vso':lgd 1§a§1u€c;
pression of compulsory arbitration becaus& 1free bargaining
over-dictatorship of the working class. e
fails, strikes or arbitration are the ways OP=H== favour
 The Indian National Trade Union Cfo!_lﬁ Zssolfs‘;l;lumary ‘
6f compulsory adjudication in €as€ of fai
tonciliation. .

The Hind Mazdoor Sabha thin int
Means in case of failure to settle @ pol a
lective bargaining and free arbltratxones opene
either cmployers or workers a8 aventt

matters generally. ‘ . .
The Urited Trade Union Congzess Shuts 1 I
arbitration and conciliation 2 1d3a1kwe2:; og the workers.
'tl‘hhe present circumstanc;els of C‘Zf;i]?atjon and arbitration.
ey then ask for eompuisory .
: P workers.
So much for the diversity o Oplgﬁlg;‘;?.g“ The Em-
Let us see what are the opinions amoné = =0 1o wrong all
ployers Federation of India "r eJ_i,c t:ioils ’
compulsory arbitration and copeiigt Orgaxisation”
© 'But  the “ All-India Manufacturers gpufes %o public
would restrict compulsory S ‘

otilement of di
utility services and few o

ks that strikes are the
They admit col-
t the request of «
d to settle |

ther ‘cases.
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The complicated organisation s
' et up by th i
Dlspu"fe Act of 1947.should be simpliﬁgd. yW:uII(;lilgflI;iali
qnly Works ’(,Jox‘nmlttees or Joint Committees ”— Conci-
llapon officers "—* Boards of Conciliation ” and “ Industrial
Tribunals or Courts of Arbitration”.

Workers Unions want the civil e i
' : 2 mployees in the De
Department to be looked upon as ordinary workers anflelrle)i
as belonging to a special category,

Civil Servants of the State shoul i
Government, be members of mixed Unio:s,t?):n;ﬁ:ilx‘ldngoto
ernment and non-Government workers. This in orgder Z-
avoid Civil Government Servants risking to be carried j 1:0
purcly political discussions. Would the banks be numbelrl?eg
among the “ Utility Services” and see their rights to strike
curtailed by compulsory arbitration? The question re
mains unsolved. )

Unions should be compulsorily recognized, think Govern-
ment Workers and a certain number of Employers. When
thgre is a discussion about collective bargaining, several
Unicns may claim to represent the workers, which of them
should be chosen ? Some employers want the matter to be
left to their discretion. Generally Government, Workers
and the majority of the Employers are for the xiecognition’
of only one Union, to avoid useless loss of time in discus-
sion. But which ? The one which has the greatest number ?
No solution has been found. Some Unions are for the -
cognition of all Unions having a certain percentage alr‘id-

others for the acceptance of all Unions since judgments in

the past have acceoted the princi

X ple that several Union
represent the intere i N
ﬁrIr)n : st of the worker in one and the same

Employers should be glad if dismi
| ‘ missal and retrench-
'mint should not come under the scope of Indusiiia;mt;is‘
513‘1}11 es. Workers on the contrary insist . that they should.
ey even go to the extent that no retrenchment shauld take
place without the assent of the tribunal

PPN
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nk that it should be forbid-
Else under the pretence of
the actual discussion, Em-
kers representing the in-

About dismissal workers thi
dén during industrial disputes.
misconduct, not connected with

J Ployers in the past sent away wor
terests of the workers.
~ After injust dismissal, W
instalment and compensation. Employers want £
choose one or the other.

Control over recalcitrant employers who refused to
comply with the terms of an agreement or threatened closure
as a result of an actual or apprehended strike should be
vested in Government.

No new light has been shed on the vexed question of the
admission of non-workers in the Unions and their Commit-
tees. Trade Unionists think that in the actual weakness of

orkers claim the right to re-
reedom to

* labour it is impossible to find leaders among them. So they

should get them from among the intellectuals. Employers
are in majority in favour of their total exclusion. The Gov-
ernment is for a restriction of their number, it could be one-
third or one-fourth of the total number of members of the
Committ2es.

The differences between Workers and Employers ap-
pear in the subsequent discussions which prepare the Legis-
lation. Not without reason the workers fear that the Em-
ployers will try to diminish and if they could, suppress their
Trade Unions. Employers see in the Trade Unions machines
working not only for the betterment of their employees but
oftener than not machines set up for political purpose.

Mr. Aneurin Bevan gave in leaving India this advice to
the workers: “ The workers of England succeeded when they
cut themselves away from the Liberals.” “The workers’
protection should not be sought by legal support alone, but
by the power of the workers.” .

Mr. Naval H. Tata, Director of Tata’s, is optimist and
sees today a great scope for tha reconciliation between labour
and capital. There is also room for active and friendly co-
operation between Government and Industry. But to na-
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tlona}ize an industry and ask the same industry to indicat

how it should be achieved is to put a noose round the con
demned man and ask him to discuss the knot with the h:OH-
man. Our labour legislation and labour situation is ong-
sided . . . It was wrong to say that Indian labour was ch ne:
labour legislation had therefore to be corelated with o re.
sults produced by labour.” with the re-

Nobody will deny that on accoun
. « ey - t Of se €s
cymauc conditions, undernourishment, analpvhe:]i}etfsa uvaS.
,dl.an labqur progluctivity is lower than that of otherm, o
tries. Wltb all its defects the low productivity of labo(i?rm'l-
Indna has. brqug‘ht to industrialists yearly crores of ru .
Is 1t not justice that workers may get a little m p}é:gs X
legitimate share in the profit ? ore their
On the other hand Mr, Durkar Desai, G
; . , General
of fche .Hmd Mazdoor Sabha, finds the projects of sofizcirf: g
lation in favour of the workers should be more liberal g
Fpr him collective bargaining should be the 'w;l f
agre:ing between workers and employers. Gover hent
thinks in the same manner. ' o Fnment
The full right to strike should be recogni ‘

o : : ognized. Lab
Ministers think it should be restricted or altogethera s(L)xut
pressed as well as it counterpart, thz right of the lock-outp

Black-legs shoulq be penalized, asks Mr, Desai ! Are n<;t
Worke;s persons havmg the right to dissent from a decision
(I)jf t'hex_r ;IradekUmons they judge unwise ? Or are not Trade

nionist workers b foll isi ‘
Dmionist ound to follow the decisions of the

Picketing should be allowed ? Of course in principle':‘"

this picketing would be non-violent. That j
L , . That i
consist in moral violence and compulsion 18 dt(;V ia}; c;t would
otten happens, with pure and simple violence uld end, as
Trade Unicins should be str '
. . ¢ strengthened. I : .
clusion he voices the general feeling and of Gn this last con-
of the other Unions. overnment and

Obstacles are in the wa
L . Yy to strengt
Uniops. Recognition is one of - them, gngne:t:hame lﬁ‘:adine

-

+ Trural population. The

APR]1, 1952 - 37

Madhya Pradesh the complaint is raised that Government
favours I.N.T.U.C. Unions, granting them recognition with-
.out inquiries, while for others inquiries are not done direct-
1y but through Collectors and other persons.

U‘"employment

Unemployment is a chronic disease in India. Gandhiji
tried to tackle the problem of partial unemployment of the
five-year plan will try to palliate the
general crisis. Meanwhile it stares one in the face.

It is next to impossible to know the exact extent of
unemployment in India. The caste and joint family systems
prevent people being officially numbered among the desti-
tute ; seasonal labour takes them off the roll of idlers. In
October 1952 (for the current year) there were 1,264,578 re-

Sgistered unemployed, and 1,476,699 at the end of the year,

with a total of 327,828 placements, while in 1951 there were
1,375,351 registrations and 416,858 placements, according to
the “ People”. In the small State of Bengal the number of
educated unemployed reached at the beginning of this year
10,632.

The situation has taken a turn for the worse in Indian in-

dustries.

Tea Industry

' Fifty to 60,000 t=a workers are actually jobless in North
East India. According to the Hon’ble V. V. Giri, Minister of
Labour at the Centre, for Assam and West Bengal the num-
“ber of Tea gardens closed are respectively 95 and, 14, involv-
ing the dismissal of 46.233 persons. Three other tea gardens
were shut in Tripura and one in U.P.

Three chief causes are pointed to explain this situation.
First competition of foreigners on the different markets.
With the agreement now rescinded, the British market
took the bulk of India’s production. Actually British ships
bringing manufactured products and chemicals to China
bring back tea which partially ousts the Indian products,
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The second is deterioration of quality. Specialists do
not agree about its cause. '
The third is the excessive cost of production. The man

working in tea gardens receives Rs. 1.3 a day. But the plan--

ters have to provide for the habitation, hospitalisation of
the workers ; to build roads, schools, etc. . . . That those
necessities have been sparingly provided for appears in the
speech of the Hon’ble V. V. Giri, at the 4th Session of the
Congress of Industry and Commerce on the 19th December
1952 stating that some of those improvements were long over
due. Add to these causes the increase of production from
450 millions of ‘pounds in 1939 to 600 millions in 1952, and
“you will have a pretty clear view of the picture.

The Hon’ble V. Giri remarked already in December that

the methods adopted by some planters have not shown the

consideration that is justly expzcted when one deals with%

human persons. Some closures were made without rea-
sonable notice being given to the workers. In other cases
planters refused to pay off their personnel unless they
cleared from the premises.

The results have been misery for the workers and their
families and protests against the retention of land by the plan-
ters who refuse to work it. Planters were at times isolated
in their bungalows, a clash followed, one man at Jalpaiguri
was_killed and seven wounded. They want an increase of
salary and the implement of the Plantation Labour Act
which has remained a dead letter. Planters want special

banking facilities, to pay the excise only after removal of~

the tea from the plantation, and possibility of paying sup-
plementary allowances in cash to workers instead of cereals.

The remedies proposed comprise a deduction of 10% on
the pay of the planters getting more than Rs. 500 a month,
a part of the losses to be paid by the shareholders. Also the
farmation of a Tea Board, a special duty on tea going out

of India, and New York “Tea Talks” where India will

take her place in the new organisation. -
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Jute . .
During the last six months 10,000 workers have been

turned out from the jute factories. Foreign competition,
.chiefly from Pakistan, with superior grades of jute, better
Y equipment than the one remaining in West Bengal explain
the crisis.
It is strange that when Korean and Indo-China wars are
going on, all the world production is not required !

Textiles .
India who some years ago knew cloth famine seems to.
have reached:today the point of saturation. In U.P. 7,090
workers have been sent away. Silk mills in Bombay have
closed, some 8,000 persons being touched. In Shaurasthra
the night shift is done away with. In the Madras State the
scarcity of water is at the root of the trouble. On account
“of a want of current (reduced in some places 66.5%) the
numbers of working days have been reduced in Coimbatore.
to 2 or 3 a week. At Madura 5,000 out of the 20,000 textile
workers will work only 10 days a month. They have all the
same to eat during 30 or 31 days! '

Industry

3,830 electricians will be sent away, the Government
disposing only of 8 crores instead of 10 for the work of
electrification. At Vijayavada 1,500 electricity workers have
also been retrenched, some with 6 years of service. The
expenditure having been cut by 75 lakhs of rupees.

Bombay : The General Motors, Ltd., will be obliged to
“slose in April on account of want of licence for the impor-
tation of motor parts.

Jaipur : Stone cutters are out of work on account of

want of material.

State Services

In a general way the policy of retrenchment is applied
in the different branches of state services : New Delhi an-
nounces that the Civilian Defence will release 5,000 workers,
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Poona has been the dismissal of one-thousand of the Arsenal
workers.

In Madhya Bharg t the temporary clerks will be re-
trel?ched and there will be a reduction of one-third of the
junior clerical and ministerial staff. v

Hyderabad has started retrenching P.W.D. workers and
men in postal services.

35,000 persons are unemployed in Baroda’s famine-
stricken area.

Strikes

Fewer strikes and Industrial disputes marked the month
of Novemher during which there were 83 disputes involving
47,902 workers, and the number of day-work lost dropped to
270,000, 69 disputes ended within a month, of which 52 lasted
more than 5 days. Only in three cases was the duration of
the strike more than one month. One of the disputes in- &
volved over 10,000 workers and accounted for more than
50,000 man-days lost.

Wages, allowances and bonus were the main points in
34 cases. Workers werz successful or partially successful in
23 cases. The second cause of strikes is a questlon of person-
nel about 24 cases.

Bombay and W. Bengal accounted for two-fifths of the
total time lost.

At Patna 1,000 mica workers, they pretend the award
of the tribunal is not being 1mp1emented by the owners;_
— at Sholapur 8000 Bidi workers — in U. P. 4.000 of the®
28.000 Patvaris resigned, they want more than Rs 25 2
month if they have to work without resorting to bribery-
Their resignation makes impossible the survey to be under-
taken before presenting the Zemindar abolition bill. Strikes
at times profit to some people.

When strikes are brought about by mlsery, 1t could be
possible to avoid them.

E. Gathier. -
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The basic problem of political India is unity. Sardar
Patel with his masterful sagacity and single-mindedness built
one polity out of multifarious nationalities and principalities.
With the sense of independence growing among the masses,
cultural revivals had to develop and linguistic consciousness
to grow sharper ithan ever. Mass education, electoral prac-
tice, social advance could be expected to develop trends
which make for cultural wealth but also may threaten ad-
ministrative harmony. : '

The establishment of the Andhra State on a linguistic
basis is a clear pointer to future evolution. It is vital for
India that it be faced squarely and treated tactfully. Lan-
guage is such a basic cultural factor, so intimate a personal
asset, so emotional a force that once a linguistic movement
has gathered strength and acquired political glamour, it

2comes irresistible. In a democratic set up, it outgrows
,administrative checks and cannot be effectively countered ;
political passion soon enkindles it into a wild prairie fire
which it is hard to control. It is best to give it ample scope
from the first and contain it only with wisely placed fire-
lines. :

The linguistic problem or rather problems of India will
reach a maximum intensity in the coming years and will
call for all the breadth of vision and sense of moderation
available to all political leaders.



42 ‘SOCIAL ACTION

The pr % free, ministries Afeffree ; but parallel free-
doms are ap®{c Myeet and claghe’ gl ]re press commands a cer-
tain number & 4ofw: 'gas;]'y"counted), ‘the ministries ¥
command a certain a¥nt of advertisements. The minis-
tries have the advertisements but want the votes ; the Press
has the votes but wants the advertisements.- U'su:;lly a tacit
bargain is struck between both ; but it happens that the
clauses of the bargain are interpreted in con:trary ways and
a clash occurs. : - b .

_How can one establish a standard of fairness ? "A paper
which receives government patronage is not expected to
overthrow a government. It is; however, free to grumble ;
even Mussolini conceded that much to reluctant patriotsi
On the other hand, a government which pays for advertise-

ments out of the tax-payer’s pocket must be mindful of the Z

tax-payer’s expectation that the investments in papers will
be profitable, and consequently reach the maximum number
of people (contractors, candidates for jobs etc.).

It is hard to pass judgement on individual clashes. But
these incidents betray the sore spots of papers and of minist-
ers. Often enough ministers betray in public the points on
which they are most sensitive. On the contrary papers often
enough pretend to be insensitive to anything except their
ideals, but vagaries in patronage occasionally bring out their
instinctive reactions to financial arguments. The sorry feality
of modern journalism is that no daily or weekly anywhefe
in the world can do without a fair slice of adv;ertisements =
There was in the U. S. A. one attempt to shed all commerciai
pub%imty agd.rely on subscribers’ support ; it was a failure
In Journa}lsm, outside finance and consequently outsidé
pressure 1.1m1t freedom. It is only periodicals which carr
no advertisement that can boast of having the fréedom 0);

g¢poeeh | but then sula . :
wp:nt. they regglar}y v'lac‘:k the freedom from
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Doves and Geese

They called Stalin.a man of peace. All the birds he

ever sent in the air were welcome as doves by "the flock of

. geese round our capitols; ‘after. examination they were all

" found to be bantam cocks with steel. spurs. What is strange

is that as soon as the man of peace had disappeared, real

peace moves were made, by China and by Russia. They
were responses to past overtures from the U. N. 0.

What happened in Peking and in Moscow ? Did Mao-
Tse Tung resume his freedom of action ? Does the fact that
the Supreme Praesidium was reduced from thirty-five to
ten - and that Malenkov resigned the party - secretaryship
imply internal tensions ? Or is it that the new masters
want to gain a popular support which was waning at home
or to recover favour with the electors of Italy and Germany ?

, Or do they seek to isolate the U. S. A. ? We may leave each
expert to his own wishful' comments on secret decisions
taken at secret meetings. What is clear is that the Reds
have started a new peace offensive (sick prisoners, volun-
tary repatriation of valid prisoners, cease-fire, etc). What the
outcome will be is uncertain; what peace they have in mind
is unknown. What is known and certain is that it is an of-
fensive. It would be absurd to fancy that hard-headed philo-
sophers as the Red leaders are, would give up their goal,
with the death of one of theirs. Whether they have a Comin-
tern or a Cominform, a fourteen-man politbureau, or a
thirty-five Praesidium or a ten-member committee, whether
they talk war or peace, whether they praise or blame any-

+thing or anybody, whatever they do or say, undo or unsay,
in all cages and at each moment with any and every means
they fancy, they do pursue their one and sole aim, i.e. to
establish their communist dictatorship all over the world.
They never show and will never show a change of heart;
with them head and heart.have been steeled into a monoli-
thic block. Ye geese, look sharp.

v A L,
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WOMAN'S PLACE IN
SOCIETY

The womenfolk of Europe would like to foster a dialogue
with their Indian sisters. This dialogue implies an exchange
of ideas on the main questions of life so as to secure harmony
of views and prepare a desirable cooperation. We (!) in
Europe, would greatly appreciate information from our
Catholic sisters in South-east Asia and give due publicity
to their views on the role women could and should play in
the economic, social, intellectual, and political spheres of
life.

It is my present purpose to set down for the benefit of
India’s womenfolk a few ideas which inspire our activities
in Belgium and also in international organisations on behali
of women and tone up our efforts to defend, and emancipate
woman and secure for her all that is necessary for her to ful-
fil her noble mission on earth. I will limit myself for the
present to a discussion of the special role and duty of woman
in social life. Your great and noble land, dear readers, is
vastly different from our tiny Belgium, but it is likely that
basic ideas are common to all countries.

Woman, because she is a human person as well as man

is born to live in society; to her society is as important as i
is to man. For her also to lead a human life means to live

t The writer, Mile Maria Baers, was born at Antwerp in 1883 and engagec
“in social work in 1908. She founded (1912) the general sceretariate o
"Christian- Working Women’s Social Organisations ; in 1920 she wa
elected president of the Flemish Working women’s Guilds, and in 192'
“secretary general of the International Catholic Union of Social Service

- In 1936 she entered the Belgian Senate, in 1939 represented her govern
ment at Geneva, and was delegated to the U. N. Q. in 1949. In 195
she became president of the Catholic International Unjon of Socia
Service. Her legislative work is considerable. We strongly recomment
her invitation to the Catholic Women Social Workers of India.
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according to the natural law which expresses God’s will, to
lead a life which is free and contributes to the common good,
that is to say, to the progress of mankind and the glory of
the all-Maker. But man and woman are complementary
beings. The common good therefore cannot be
achieved except through their complementary activi-
ties. Hence the first object in view in our Catholic
feminine social action is to secure for woman all desirable
opportunities and facilities to pursue their complementary
activities and specific mission. As it is evident that the
buman task on earth is not limited to procreation, it is
clear that the complementary activities of man and woman
are not circumscribed by those limits. Man is not created to
bz father only, nor woman to be mother only. Undoubtedly
it is within the family that man’s and woman’s cooperation
is most frequent and most deep, but this cooperation goes
! further and should be carried on in broader fields, in fact in
all fields of social life, home, political assemblies, economic
and cultural organisations.

Woman should take her place in a'l such activities ; she
shoud give all organisations her womanly impress; short
of which the wouid fail in her duty and deprive society of
a certain wealth she alone can contribute. This point needs
stressing because it holds the secret of the vital task Catholic
women of gll countries must carry through in hearty co-
operation.

We intend creating an international trend of Catholic
fnmlmsm that will take the Catholic social message to wo-
men all the wor!d over, message of sound emancipation, well .
in accordance with woman’s personality and with human
solidarity as well as in due reverence for the divine order-
of creation.

- We plan a strong current, in consonance with reason and’
therefor: with God’s law, a current that will swamp away
any age-old prejudice which hampers woman’s mission in her
personal dignity and social contribution but that will also

2
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P

sweep Tajs,'_u'i)e -the false egalitarian theories, whether .indi<
vidu:\ahst'_oru,c_ommunist. ' ' .

-. . These theories seek woman’s happiness in a downright
ynlformity of rights with man and often borrow their postu-
}'ates from an atheistic background. Egalitarianism cannot,’
in my view, have anything like a lasting success, but the ap-
peal it makes to many shou’d not bz underrated.

Let us indeed keep well in mind that egalitarian trends
necessarily tend to substitute selfishness for charity and
solidarity, and the cult of the self to the worship of God.
Were such a school to rally the mass of the women folk, it
would greatly cndanger our Christian civilisation. It is:
exactly what the communist school is attempting .in its
efforts to attract all feminine organisations which before all
elss seek feminine emancipation. Communism goes hand
in hand ‘with social atheism ; in its view the ro e of woman
and family is determined on an atheistic background.- Wera
it to succeed it would bring the feminine world to athiism..
It would be the e¢nd of women’s faith, the wrecking of that
devotedness and selflessncss which are absc.utely necessary
if women will play thzir role in mankind. For the world
it would lose all the spiritual and religious values women
have fostered in mankind.

If Catholic women. are to play their part in the history
of the world and be true to their mission, they S_hould_l;arri
and imbibe basic principles and live up to a living ideal
which is as beautiful as it is solid and sound.

What exactly is this specific social duty of womsan?
What does woman rightly expect from society ? What does?*
society claim as woman’s contribution to the general wel-
far>? Woman rightly claims from society all the facilities
to receive adequate intellectual, moral and religious training
and developm:nt; besides this, she expects ail necessary
oppqrtupiti;s for her to play her part and make her specific
confribution jn all branches and in all manifestations-of:
-economi¢, sogial and political life on a national or inter~

AT

national plane; | -

LG
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Society owes woman all that makes for the d'evelopm’e,n"t
of her.full personality ; the purpose of this deve'opment is
a sincere and efficient service of mankind in all its diverse

_manners. Wwoman in her emancipation and development

must intend that very service and progress.

It is well to note that the noble vocation of motherhood
is characteristic of womanheod -and must mark out the whole
range of her activity, not only in family life but also in
public uife. Mootherhood and motherliness go with woman-
hood ; this is an indication of nature that points to the
special aptitudes and to the specific contribution of women
in private and social life.

, Undoubtedly a woman in dire circumstances can do most
of what is ordinarily reserved to men. But it is- equally
certain that women have definite aptitudes for special-tasks
which men cannot or at least will not undertake. .

_ One or.other woman can, thanks to exceptional qualities,
address herself to masculine tasks. It would be wrong and
unwise to plead her womanhood and debar her from such
professions for which she is fit, even if her talents are rarely
associated with her sex. Yet it remains true that in general
women should take to the work for which they are normally
qualified, this for the sake of their own happiness and for
the sake of human progress. ‘

We do not.dream of limiting a woman’s role to mother-
hood or of confining her activities to the family circie. But
we keep in mind her motherliness and her family sense.

.Her vital role in marriage and in the family needs no stress-

ing ; it is in that role that her greatness and happiness gt
at their best. Complementary: beings as they are; man and
woman, unless inspired with the highest spiritual-fnotives,
will find in conjugal life the milieu most favourable-to th
normal development of their personality. First of all eom=’
jugal society is directed to the most importent task of pet-
petuating the human race, and since this is crucial fot fnan:
kind, conjugal life fosters not only the progress of risnkid-
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, but also the prograss of mankind’s procreators; The develop-
ment of the family, the rate of this development must be
measured by.this double progress.

- "The' rate 'of family development must be guided by -
God’s lgw and by soci:ty’s needs and aim at ‘the optimum
population number, which' normatiy impiies a certan rate

of increase and consequ.nty the mouners pnysicai, and
morai cooperation. : ,.

.. In this motherhood with all its responsibilities and pos-
sibilities a woman will find her normai happin_ss and full
development that will meet a.l her requir.ments uniess she
be. deluded by s:lfish preoccupations. Whatever hampers
this noble task of motherhood, whatever tends to .ower it in
public estimation, whatcver disturbs its funection should be
regarded as inimical to human progress and to woman’s
happiness.

_I.n thg present crisis, owing to economic pr-ssure or
political disturbances, conjugal .ife, motherhood, tamily life
are made little of and even combated. It is.our duty, as
women, to do our best by example and by -orgambauun,tdr
restoring, and even prospering tn. famuly which is the basis
of social life, the ceu of society. V

Nor does’this imply in'any way that th> mother should
be forced, or sentenced as it w.re, to carry out all
and every one of the drudgeri.s which people but t00
readiy assign to a housewite, A certam numoper of them are
naturally associated wiith h.r role, a role which plays so

¢

A

great a part in national economy, consumption, distribution, -

&ven production of commodities and services. When al! de-
tailed cqntributions of this type are add.d up, they reach a
tptal_ which staggers the imagination of stat.smen and eco-
nomists.,. But such tasks can easily b reduced, alieviated or
e%en, suppressed, thanks to the modern: technical progress.
The mother’s and the housewife's burden can thus be greatly
lightened, her work. made easier and-more. human, and. the
frecdom so acquired can allow her to devote more time and.

“,
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more attention to the higher -tasks of wife, mother and
educator. ‘

A1l these basic notions and principles had to ba recalled
in the vresent crisis when many so-called reform:rs pretend
that there are more noble types of work and more.socially
uscful avocations for a woman than motherhood, when they
urge that it is mor. profitable to have married women be-
eoming producers of goods and services outside the home
than devoting their tim. and energy to producing and pro-
moting th2 economic, intellectual and moral values which
inark the sp.cific contribution of a housewife and mother

‘within the family circle, It is only after having thus pointed

out the irrepiaceablz contribution of woman at home that
we will be entitled to single out and.explain her duty to
society at large. .
' Maria Baers

THE HINDU MARRIAGE
AND DIVORCE BILL

~ Such is the title given to the measure which is on the
anvi, to be shaped in its ultimate form or perhaps to be
rejected by the C:ntral Parliament. .
The full Hindu code discussed at such length in the last
Parliament prov.d to be too big a morsel to be swallowed in

.one effort. It is now cut into smaller portions.. The “ piece

d> résistance” is the present -one about “ Marriage and
Divorce.”

When compared with the old project embodied in the
Codz, the redaction of the new Act shows technical improve-
ments. The soirit in both documents remains the same. It'is
to & great extent a secularigt tendency showing the:-desive of
#he State to-act as Legislator in a matter hitherto Jeft: to the
initiative of religious leaders. - - PR ERRPE E A



89
B SOCIAL " ACTION
om{z .:ls_ eafs;; hto, understand-that in the face of the conflicting
cg o 5 ot the different Hindu groups, throwing texts and
o }111;; ,1’; }f:;_cést :{ethilr ?;rltptures about marriage against each
ther, the | should tr
:rhe .deletion of the words }"(to 3 Theans to o
in the Code, and their substit
n the Code, anc substitution by “ Hj iage” 1
a proof of this spirit of secularism, ¥ " Hindu Marriage "
This more neutrat. formula ;s . (
X e : ula is susceptible of inter-
pl:eta‘tlxtigz} fI'he orthodox will read in 1’2 and jusg\‘;o txlfrxl:te 2
Hind arrage is what it was before. so thing sa
sacrament of nature ; thc modern edy ated anberered, &
_ re ; the ucated: unbelieve i
‘!‘mt have to s:ubmxt to a -Law placing marri "agtl:se lifnysfxs ‘:llyli
. .t.isacrar‘ner%ts Mo_reover it is a word too rédo’.eﬁt of Cghris;
lan m:anings, which cannot represent the ideas of sams-

kiras, which means: .

¢ S preparation, cleansi -

S ey . » n u
adormng, consecrating, & purifying,

The Bill is intended onl i
_ ] ; y for Hindus. We ma
:}fl'?et thﬁ (i;lsclgiion k<))f 1t should bz left only to Hinzi’uks)e glll(:
r all, the Bill is before a Parliament made u :
] s b of membe
:}fl many c‘:tlfxer‘ rahg:ons.. Ithasa social import I3;vhich ;'Ifl’feé;g
:_ countty as a W%IOIG. Moreover it contains some ‘clauses
which touch non-Hindus also.- Hence thess remiarks 1 i
important Bill. ' ' . riés on thie
Hin;‘ui;s; chl aI_1{13 \ghatv is élie line of sepai‘a.tioh betWéen non-
[ d Hindus? The Legislators are not obliged to
ig)i:;; atc;ef;r;t:gnt thHindulis.rr}, which would be rathegbélifgﬁegulg
o fimit  those who' belong to that religioso-’s,oci‘a_.il
_... Positively, a Hindu is one belonging & ctising the*
o vely, .one belonging. to or tising the
Iiindu religion. Even Jains and Budfihists o??ai‘ﬁanig gﬁ?
shoots of lerxdu;sm' like the Sikhs, are classified as Hindus. |

.

;. -The negative‘\d%ﬁnitiqn is s

ative defin clearer ; ig-considered Hi
gnghrp.etgon .domiciled in India and who is neit}lxe:ra lexm
@ Christian; a.Jew or a Parsee, -Of coursa.children of Hind

Parepts are - eangider i~ .
side the country. red as Hindus aven if .they. be boru,ou?

LT S . s
R MR VL YIS S B ’_;,._',;;(f‘filx
-

Wt

Sacramental marriag:s ”. found
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. Howev:r, the Legislator admits that if it is proved that
a person; though domiciled in India follows customs as
regard marriage, which are different from Hindu custonts,
such a person will not be counted as a Hindu. Such would
“seem to be at first sight, the case of the Adibasis, at least
most of them. They are not Hindus. The Vedas, the caste
system with the Brahmin pricsthood, high metaphysical
speculations, arz foreign to them. They are animists, for the
most part, with religious bcliefs and customs very different
from thos2 of popular Hinduism. As regards marriages, cus-
toms, inheritance etc. .. they are not ruled by Hindu norms.
Even if in some accidental practiccs they have borrowed
from their Hindu neighbours, often their hard task-masters,
they certainly differ in essentials in their concept of mar-
riage. : ‘
One cannot say that since marriage consists in the giving
of a girl to a husband among both Adibasis and Hindus,
the two groups are identical. To conclude from the simi-
larity of an infinitesimal part of the ritual, to the identity of
the whoie, would be to commit a gross fallacy which any
student of logic would be able to point out. :

And indzed, nothing seems to be further from the mind
of the Legislators than such an interpretation. That would
be to force on the Adibasis the shackles of Hindu Law, and
would amount to a kind of “mass conversion” altogzther
unacceptable to the Hindus. : -

Apart from this general question of delimiting the Hindu
Community, there are special individual caszs to be con-
-sidered. Any child born in or outside legitimate wedlock
when both parents are presumed to be Hindus, is considered
as a Hindu. This is consonant with the old tradition dating
at least from the Upnaishads when Satyakéma Jibala was ac-
cepted as a Brahmin, though it was impossible to get from
the -mother the name of the father. Further the Bill; like
the Code cnacts: that any child, ofe-of whose parents is a
Hindu, shall be considered a Hindw, provided that the child
has been-educated in the caste, group or family of the Hindu
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party ot matter if the child) is legiti il-
doe: : v mate or

leaf,;xtu?ate, hz has to follow the Hindu codeg li; one of his
parents belongs, or belonged to Hinduism, '

Does nat such an en
1 actment .
validity can be challenged 7 SuPpose many axioms whos

First it is based on the :
ea
group or family of Hindus itS
x:eally t.he social from

party. It does n

sumption that in a caste or
1s not possible to dissociate

I y
L Htl l:sgl)luld thus debar a non-Hindu child from living with
grand-parents unless both parents agree that he

gg ‘;liigfdi?&?d? The case of a Hindu parent, who remain-
bus agrecing thaot lilil:;f:e;entIS@ or for reasons of conscience,
ora Muslim, would not be?o;}sl;:iirzzbmught up 2 Christan

THere are other dj .
selves. For example
remarry, and would,
VV.lth his child in his

ﬁicqlt cases that could present them-
@ widower, who would be unable t0
smough himself a Christian, go to live
, tolzgxl:df?ﬁleﬂy}}?r even in the family of
have to bring up the child as & Hise Citber P.lace’s‘g’r‘;gﬁ
violation of the rights of the parents ove;' theii"scﬁﬂ:ren

othezvzrxt?;);sezint ;sk ourselves, chiefly in the light of some
in the text “ b € Proposed code, if the past tense used
o 1-e t.x ;. belonged ” does not go further than the obvious:
application to the child of a dead Hindy parent ? Could it
not be strectched to include also the case, whén through

conversion, the party previously Hindu, has ceased to be $02
In ‘th_a.t case, the child, even the infant, ’nursed in Hindu SuT-
roundlrg.s,‘would be and must continue to be by this very
fact a ] mdu* g In ;fac.t in a;Mther section Of' the Geode, the
Jaw wayld deny 1o Hindus converted to another religion the
1Xht of bringing up their ehildren in their new faith apd

“
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would take away from them the guardianship of their off-
spring. Legality is not always synonymous with justice.
Sincz the time of Creon, and even before, the rights of human
conscience have stood against those ordinances of the City
wh:n they become tyrannical. Thus while in many ways the
Bill may be considered progressive, in some cases it re-
inforces the caste and joint family tradition. :

Less serious is the difficulty which cou!d arise from the
fact that the illegitimate child born of two p-rsons belonging
to the Hindu Community is considered Hindu. :When there
is public concubinage or when there is a public acknowledg-
ment of the child by the parents, nothing is more easy.
But what of the occurrence when one of them refuses to
accept the responsibility of his or her actions ? or when both
parents out of shame refuse to acknowledge their connection
with their offspring ? How is it possible in those occurrences
to ascertain the religion of both parents ?

‘The Bill, going beyond the provision of the Code, states
that not only the convert to Hinduism, as was said in the
Code, but also the “reconvert” is considered a Hindu. Let
the Orthodox Hindus discuss the point whether th:.re is a
possibility of a real conversion, or whether birth in Hinduism
is not the result of Karma alone, and also whether there is
such a thing as * reconversion” according to rigid sastras.
We have only to note that henceforth conversion and recon-
version have found a place in the sanctuary of th: Law,
Certainly the Aryo-Samajists will not be the only group to
avail themselves of this provision in the Law of the country.

A good deal of the rest of the Act deals with the condi-
tions of a Hindu marriage. The rites should be those of
either party. This means less litigation about the legality
of a marriage. : _

A Hindu marriage should not be celebrated if a person
is (1) still united to another partner through a former mar-
riage. Bigamy is an offence ; (2) if one of the party was
of unsound mind at the time of the marriage,; (3) if the
girl has not reached 15 years of age and the boy 18
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4) i : .
(el)v ;g :};esior;:lx;ctnng parties are not linked among them-
in the fatherl’)s" asl (3 degrees on the mother’s side and 9
ggrees) ; (5),r]1n: uding the person concerned as one of the
ehid. bro’ther od thhm the forbidden degrees (parent and
Children of ot o, Sister, uncle and niece, aunt and nephew,
and for the proh'bl'ﬂOthers or both sist.rs) (For the Sapindas
exceptions to th ibited degrees reaspnable customs can allow
she must get the general rule) ; (6) if the girl is below 16
paternal e consent of her guardian: (father, mother,
grand father, broth.r, paternal uncle, ,maternal

grand mother, maternal
RN uncl e
the proximity of relation withe t%r;dg;rll)y other accozding 10

The regi i j
gistration of a Hindu marriage is necessary, but

if the absence of it mak
. es th rits 1i i
it never renders the marriag:eE ]c;‘l,gl.ll‘;s lable to a light ine

Whe
n we come to another aspect of the Bill, the one of

judicial szparation i
, or divore : .
groups of cases marked out & Wwe see in the main thre

A ri .

casel\/{ffr ré?ngnnuu ;\n d void from the beginning, as in the
sapindaship wiein P prohibited degre.s of relationship OF
' ! or the two last cases there is not a con

trary custom. The de i 4
marriages at all cree simply aftirms that there were N0

B Marri ; .
for a ;:;;ii?s:’hxfhfare voidable, if one of the partner asks
paration. The word divorce is used rarely.

The e i »
tions for rti&,lson:afo_k a judicial separations are: (1) deser~
separation mu};t ;s’ and the Act explains that the 2 years
to the court and lfve taken place just before the petition
instituting the when no undue delay has been spent before
years ago follo pr(geEdmg' A separation having taken place
3s & case for Sez:ra’lc)'y a reunion could not be brought about
unsafe, unless it h on; (2) cruelty rendering cohabitation
prosy o venel 'af s been condoned in any manner; (3) le-
ind from the £ disease; (4) habitual unsoundness of

: 1 the time of the mazriage; (5) adultery. '

.~

-Tiage has been con
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Those reasons certainly entitle the victim to a separation,
the marriage bond remaining.

Again voidable marriages are those in which the mar-
tracted below the age indicated in the Act,
and when the consent of the guardian of a girl below 16
has not been obtained. ‘

To avoid too radical an opposition of the Hindus, the Bill
does not decree that deficiency in age renders a marriage
null and void. It could have legitimately b.en added to the
former list of bigamy, relationship within the prohibited
degrees or of sapindaship.

C It is when we come to the section en dissolution or di-
vorce that the list of cases which could bring about the dis-
solution becomes longer and calls for many reserves.

The first is the principle involved, unacceptable to
Catholics, that a law can break a matrimonial union. Of
course some restrictions are placed in the Act presented by
the Legislators : except in rare cases no demand of dissolu-
tion can be considered by a court except three years after
the celebration of the marriage. Remarriage is allowed one
year after the last decree of the Court has been passed
without the possibility of further appeal. But it leaves out
the main point of contention, namely, to treat a sacred union
which a human marriage is as an ordinary contract which
can be dissolved by the law. ‘

It is not an ordinary commddity which has been the
matter of the contract ; it is the union between two persons,
+he fusion not only of their bodies, but of their souls.

The causes of dissolution are many : lunacy in the
time of marriage, perpetual impotency, which indeed should
render the marriage null and void from the beginning ac-
cording to natural right ; possession of a concubine or be-
coming the concubine of somebody ; unsoundness. of mind
lasting, despite treatment, for five years; absence without
giving any news for more than seven years; leprosy, refusak

of marital intercourse.
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: ;We. let our Hindu friends discuss the matter with the
Legislator, but there is a point which appears in the Bill
as also in the proposed Code, which interests us to the

highest degree, namely: A marriage may be dissolved if
the Hindu p .

_ arty asks for it on account of the conversion of

the partner.

On what ground can the Legislator pass such a law ?
Cohabitation is possible, and though the Church does not
favour such marriages, she accepts them in certain cases
and under certain conditions. Religion belongs to the inner-
most sanctuary of human conscience, and all other things
being equal (cohabitation, union, share of the expenses, in
the admunistration of the goods of the family) one does not
see why the marriage should be dissolved.

 There is no parity with the Converts Marriage Dissolu-
tion Act of 1866 when a convert to Christianity has the right
to sue the other party for the restitution of conjugal rights.
If the other party repudiates him or her on account of the
conversion, the marnage is dissolved, In that case the es-
sentials of married life have been refused. In the Bill of
1952, which will be discussed in Parliament, even if the
convert is ready to abide by all the conditions of the mar-
riage, he or she is subjected to the penalty of seeing the
home broken because thire hag been a change of religion.

The introduction of this provision does not seem to be
consistent with the secular character of the State. It will
foster the spirit of communal separation, and prevent the
growth of social peace and harmony which. are the avoweéd
objectives of Indian democracy. This and similar provisions-
like those pertaining to the religion of the minor children
of converts seem to have been introduced by the framers
of the Bill as a sov to orthodox opponents. But it does not
appear that such opposition has been diminished thereby-
.Parliament' must choose between this weak opportunism,
and a consistent policy of equal justice and fairness to all
¢ommunities,

E. Gathier
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SOME RESPONSIBILITIES

OF DEMOCRACY" |

-overlook a terribly pressing C

Today freedom-loving people everywhere tare.klef:%g
conscious of a very simple but a highly mgmﬁcap social fac 1
It is that, if democracy — the system of _orgamsed pers}clmat
independence — is.to preserve the gains it made thrqt:g out
the world by reason of its victory in the last war, 1tm:1;
devote itself with still greater enthusiasm and effort oh. 1‘:
much more painstaking tasks of winning the'pea(}:le w 1§
has followed, albeit somewhat uncertainly, in t :,» ‘wake
there-of. Having succeeded, to some extent at least, ;{1 r{:—
moving from the social scene those forces 1-:hat vsllgretgc ive 3{
opposed to its continued existence, the major obliga ion c:}r:e
ironting it now would seem t0 be tha.lt of overcom?]llg e
negative impediments, so to spzak, to its further fdulthmzz-
which yet remain in the way. 'I'I}e a}dvocatesban -1e *
ponents of this ideal of social or_gamzatl‘on'have een release
from the importunities of their restrictive defensive pgsp
tions, and hence are again free to resume the opportuni nzs
of th:a offensive. Affirmative measures can become the pat-
tern of action for the day.

A proper awareness of, and a due regard for the real}ﬁ)g:
of the present world situation, however, combine to .prof 10 ;n
anything like a total transference of human ene}alrglesfer m
the weapons and the ways of war to the much-preferr

o bl
¥ icty may safely, evenif it can posmp Y,
Paths of peace. Nosoc's ¥ 3}rlaracte;ristic of the immediate

historical moment-namely-thgt vic'{ously antx-den{lgcr;txi
movements are on the march n septhns of tl.le. c\ﬁm;) t e:
the practical necessity of thus continuing to divi de, be t:,.-b n
warlike and peaceful measurs, the total democratic contribu-

* Mr. J. S. Connor is on the teaching staff of Xavi.er Labqu.r Relg'mons I:;su,
tute. This article is an introduction to a series he will write on “ the

furtherance of the movement for an integrated social democrgf;y. fEd';
. : e »
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tel;)thnelt.oglard human betterment need not seriously impair
et the complete efficacy or even the various partial be-
of 1,,? l?reOf’ It is, after all, one of the well-known facts

ife that defensive action can be ordered in such a way

a i :
s to constitute it a complementary corelative of an offensive ¥

gfr 1:1:: t\iiﬁ]ea;s more, and coming closer to the exact features
which require g;-}estlon, since the unfortunate circumstances
are a qt 1s attendance to matters of a military nature

S yet rather restricted in their extent, it is still quite

feasible to concentrat :
. e the majo .
affairs of a civil kind, Jjor share.of emphasis upon

war Ilrllotlgzc;r;}cdst of what amount to wars and rumours of
indii’fere-nce tc?, tc}fn aﬁolfd, to assume an attitude of blissful
paiflerence to e condltl‘on of its implements of physical

. ch a lack of realism would seriously endanger the

soci -bei
fﬁﬂa\l,i:‘tfufbf};ng' But when, as in the current instance, & ¢
oI the world picture outlines a panorama of pros- -

Bvident tht seoqunich are of tremendous proportions, it i
to rational anpd ormant consideration may still be devoted
not be forgotte m;)}fal methods of social procedure. It should
of societygis fn kat the fundamental contemporary illness
non-violent ion ih ind which responds most favourably t
treatment. In hue material sense, spiritually engendered
of modern life malr)nty and injustice, the critical diseases
social organisn’l cI:n be more completely expelled from the
forms of medicaty intensely positive rather than negative
excuse for the sulon‘ tC0nsequently, there is little or no
social he pporters of the personalized approach #0
Trerousts nee vigour. By so doing, they provide for the
as the most 21' of the patient in the least painful as well
offence on t}f apid manner. A well-defined and dedicated
to, and by farihc“’l: level is clearly the better alternative
m,i Htary det es ror}gest assurance against the need for 2
o mah}; d ghencg of society. And what might be the primary

o by Igh eres of socxal' life in which this restorative cam-
baign e proponents of ‘personal freedom and responsi-

alth failing to apply their remedies with relentless”
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bility is to be conducted ? It appears to be generally ac-
knowledged that such corrective action must take place in

at least three areas s1mu1taneously, if the best results are
to follow. '

One of these is the political sector. Open affirmation
and overt application of the rule which posits the supremacy
of individual rights and duties in the basic pattern of govern-
mental affairs has to be secured and sustained on a world-
wide scale. Men everywhere must be introduced to, and
prepared for enacting their roles in the mighty art of pro-
moting the common welfare of their particular societies,
while protecting at the same time the prerogatives of their
individual welfare. Neither the location nor the exercise
of sovereign authority must be allowed to become identified
with any one, or even few sections of a society’s member-
ship. .

To the extent that the power of control does become
thus restricted, the germs of a serious political infection
begin to thrive within the social body. Once started, the
disorder is not long growing in intensity, with permanent
disability being the ultimate outcome. The best guarantce
against such a degenerative process taking hold of a society’s
vitals, is the maintainance of vigorous health in each one
of its component cells. Every citizen has to be afforded
ample opportunity and incentive for achieving the fullest
realization of his intell.ctual, moral, and bodily capabilities
that is obtainable. Whcn such conditions of existence are
procured, the ensuing state of a society’s life cannot help

- but be virily dynamic. It is for the most part evident that

a d:mocratic political system makes extensive coniributions
to the practical fulfilment of this ideal. What does not al-
ways appear to be quite so easily recognised, however, is
the fact that political -democracy is in its turn an actual
product of a broader democratic situation within any society.
Whenever, and wherever democracy has first appeared on
the social scene, it seems to have done 50 traditionally-in
political ‘trappings: - That- is. to say, it has most frequently
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made its entry as a medi
in the least surprising,
popular control was orj

um of state organization. This ismot
when it is recalled that the order of

: ( ginally devised as a means of check-
Ing drastic abuses of public authority. For nowhere more

than in the sphere of government have social excesses
tended to become so- intolerably vicious. Nevertheless, a not
overly oxtended amount of reflection is required on the part
of an observer, to enable him to trace out the substantial con-
pec‘no_ns which bind democracy in politics to its counter-
Parts in two other arcag of group relations. Unless progress
18 made toward a proper integration of these three active
branches of socicty within the democratic pattern, the latter
can never truly become a living reality.

The second sphere of social relations which must be
impregnated with the democratic spirit is economics. In this
category of group affairs, the accompanying line of activities
lmpinge more closely upon the personal aspects of human
liv_ing. The variegated series of ,undertakiﬁgs which com-
prise such a division are essentially of a type that every
individual must engage in continuously, '

As a consequence of satisf
each person contributes t
nent character in a mate
respect, 'he develops a
which usually tends to
habits of conduct, and
most part, the mode of
©f the common good.
action secures for hims
the objective goods and

ying this inherent obligation,
0 the molding of his own perma:
rial and a formal .manner. In one
certain positive, productive Ski.u
become a central element in his
which likewise determines, for the
his contributions to the advancement
In another way, such a course o

services made available by society,
and necessary for the preservation of physical well-being.

Viewed as a whole, then, the ramifications of this portion of
a. person’s living experiences are seen to have very im-
portant implications both for himself and for the community
to whieh he belongs. To a large extent they constitute the
vital “stuff ” out of which human society is made. If, there-
fore, the citizen is.expected 1o possess-a democratic.inclina-

elf and his dependents a share of;
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tion in his political affairs, whic}} are, af'ter'all, only ar: oc;
casjonal and highly specialized side of h1§ ,hfe,‘ he mus g::
the practical “sense” and “ fegl ” of this atffltude, not ho
meni’ion, a certain confidence in and enthusiasm for the

* same, from a regular acquaintance with its features in this
v ?

ine and relevant set of social contacts. A nice
;nv(;;:efl(;:;n;? the correct internlay of rights and respfqrzil-
bilities between persons and.propertxes in mgtters o e
market, is a most valuable aid to the for'matx(‘)n of proper
notions regarding the same factors in affairs of state.

inment of a democratic economic order requires,
of cg':e?tzz an essential ingredient,.a situation or condxt:on
of mutual confidence and cooperajnon on tl}e part of hhe
various participants in the economic enterprise. Therg has
to be a real racognition of and a rigid respect for the right-
ful position of the several sets of members. Emplofyetxl'f,
employees, and consumers, the primary co.mponents of the
economic unit, should share in the exercise of .regulatwe
a_uthotity, in much the same fashion as do all sgctlons of the
political unit. The first two of these economic groups, as
direct and intensive contributors to the functioning of the
productive system, should have an adequately proportioned
share in the specific dircction of the concern . Employers, as
investors of capital, and employees as investors of labour,
cach of which contributions is a unique and complementarty
co-principle in the productive process, should stgnd gls pa:s:
ners to one another. The former Would bz prlm}?:l y g
ponsible for the material and financial s'tatu:s oflt e un eri
jaking, the latter would exercise authority in all pt;‘rsonned
and disciplinary matters, ansequently, the du 1es1. tam
prerogatives of management will be assumedTby a coali 1:n
of the representatives of these two groups. llle cox:siu; :_,
in recogr;ition of his indirect, thgugh nqne-the- essei'l\,zz=l | con-
nection with production, and hxs prox1matg ai W } as im-
portant position in the mechanisms of dlStrlbL'l ion, has al
10 be admitted to the councils of managen}ent, 11{1 anch 4 :1?,,_
role at least. Reorganization along the lines of su p

" tern is bound to procure an effective economic democracy. ;
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The third zone of social relations which stands in furthet
: of the ‘ .the one pertaining to culture.
t goys_wnhout saymng that, since culture is a conCeF't'o£
many different shades of meaning, there is more than a little
difficulty to be faced when embarking upon a programme
of reorganization or renovation in its regard. The basic con-
tours of this sociological region cannot be drawn with the
same degree_ of exactness as they are in the case of politics
and economics.  Supposing, however, for the purposes of
this Inquiry, Fhe cultural zone is visualized as embracing the
three main lines of non-political and non-economic human
condugt-namely, education, recreation, and health services
What is to be said of the consequences that can be expected
to follow for-them from a democratic social order ?

To begin with, on these points, it should be emphasized
that the human experiences which transpire here are among
the most bxghly personal and closely intimate of any that
are fqund In social life. Not only are these activities bound
up with the daily routines of every citizen, as was seen t0
be the fact with respect to economic endeavours, but they
mmpinge, at-the same time, upon items of the de:epest con-
cern for each one. Since matters of education, recreation,
and health reach into the heart and soul of the ;ocial mem-
bers, they constitute the really vital centre of the social
process. Under these circumstances, it is quite evident that
the cultural side of a society’s operations determines to @
large egtent the political ang conomic features of the same-
According to th: manner in which a man thinks, feels, and

acts in his informal or spare moments, so will he ordinarily
n he is carrying out his public res-

continue to function whe

ponglbll}ties. It would seem, therefore, that the successf

chltwatlo‘n of a living and a lasting democratic social order
depends in large part upon the depth to which the roots of
the system are sunk in the cultural sojl of a society. Unless
this social’ substratum nourish the plant, they labour in vain
who seek to improve it. And what are & few of the primary

fociological characteristics which indicate the richness ‘of

the cultural ‘ground for these purposes ?+ ¢ L el e
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One is the quantitative scope of the social opportunities.
offered here. What portion of the total population of a
society are given real, as distinguished from superficial, ac-
cess to its medical, educational, and recreational facilities ?'
Is every member assured of essentially the same identical
right to participat> in the advantages rising out of these-
common undertakings? The situation envisaged by the
implications of these questions is not one, of course, which
specifies that the activities referred to must be completely
and exactly the same in every case. The true relative posi-
tion of the individuals involved is not to be one of identity,
but rather a relationship of similarity. This entails a certain
proportional state of equality between all sections of the
population. The practical consequence of such an arrange-
ment is to assure that everyone will stand on the same
fundamental footing. Under the same circumstantial con-
ditions, those concerned will be entitled to the same satis--
faction of needs. A fully democratic society recognizes all
of its human constituents for what they really are, namely,
possessors of the same basic nature, with certain unique
modifications thereof setting each one off unmistakably
from every other. Therefors, the cultural opportunities
which are established and provided by such a social order
must be intended for the use of every one, but in accordance
with each one’s particular needs. In this latter connection,
it cannot be Oversmphasized that the dominant standard
for assaying the state of a person’s needs must ever be that
person’s position as a rational, moral, and biological being.

*Factors of caste, class, race, and religion, if they are to be-

allowed to exert any influence at all, must be restricted to -
a subsidiary position.

Another very relevant characteristic is the qualitative
nature of these social relations. Are they truly dynamic,.
self-impelled and self-controlled movements ? Or are they
rather only dull, driven things, more a product of external
forces than the resultant of vigorously immanent activity ?
Manifestly, only the first of these altermatives is of a kind
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that will be appr

4 opriat . _ a
culture springs f priate for democratic purposes.: Unless

: rom and is maintained by a pegple them-
zfrll\;es, it cannot be conducive to the flowering of democracy
pr nEst such people. Two elementary social qualities dis-
mgglsh this cultural life which is positively alive. It will
Provide for a sharing in the responsibilities of direction and
Supervision by the entire body of participants. Not.only
Wlll‘the cultural centres be considered as focal pgmts‘vof
service for the people, but they will be accepted as mstitu-
tions consisting of and operated by these ind:vxduals{,as
well. F ] be developed and fol-
tl. Furthermore, procedures will be deveioped apable
lowed which somehow make it posg,ible,tQ—lf?d;Ciﬁembcrs
persons to come forth from the great body . hizhly spe-
and und ¢ themselves in more Mghly sp
nd undertake to prepare t most necessary tasks
cialized fashion for the unique andt to finish, the cultural
as lcaders. In other words, from star ’

i ted
i i internally m.tegrated and operz.a.
mQChani\sIreZd\;gils ];: 'sa:y] the determinants of acceptability

3 ther it be of _the pfimary~ or the more
i?iirzzileoc? ‘:1 ex': ’ :;?1613 pe strictly m accord with thosz set
‘down for gyxz\r;t'ixig“ membership. Mental capacity, moral
stability, and physical stamina would form the core of the

) - .

‘testing standards. .

The contents of this very general analysis of contem-
'porary‘socia‘l conditions may be said to lr}dlcate a sort of
schematic view of certain’ courses of action which seem

. to be incumbent upon the devotees of democracy in our

time. Unquestionably it implies that there is ample room
for improvement, an@ hence a wide area for effort open to
those of this pursuasion who are frank in their appraisals,
‘and earnest in their intentions. Politically, economically
and culturally, democracy still has much ground to gain.
While the contours of the terrain over which the advance
‘must be made, in order fo obtain the desired objective of

" a. socially integrated democracy, are such as to require a

~three-pronged deployment of available strength, it is,

nevertheless, quite evident that the major drives must be
-made in the economic and cultural sectors. For one thing,

oy
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there have been fewer democratic advances in those areas.
than in the political field. For another, consolidation of past
democratic accomplishments, and initiation of new ones,

_ in the sphere of public affairs waits upon the completion

of similar progress in the more private phases of human
relations. According to a report of a recent pronouncement
by our present Holy Father, on the subject of the social
question, he appears to have emphasized the need for
strenuous action along these very lines. ‘ The first task
now before us in the Pope’s opinion,” says this report, “is,
‘The overcoming of the class struggle through an organic
coordination of employer and employece ' “In the.
second place”, hz continues, there is need for ‘the pro-
tection of the individual and of the family against the vortex
which threatens to draw them into an all-cmbracing socia--
lization...... ¥

John S. Connor

INDIAN SOCIALISM

Among the currents of Indian public opinion, one of
the most interesting is the development of socialism as re-
presented by the Praja Socialist party. Social trends are
liable to mimetism and take a distinct colouring from. their
background. It would be wrong, and foreigners easily
make the mistake, it would be wrong to daub Indian
socialism with all the hues and shades which mark out
-European socialism. Indian socialism, whatever it may
have looked in its infancy, has now distinctive features.
which render it acceptable in respectable society. It rightly
claims to be an heir to Gandhiji and boasts of Gandhian
methods. Last year, its leader, Mr. J. P. Narain, went into-
a retreat of several weeks in a Ghandian mood of purifica-
tion; soon after, he sponsored the Boodhan Yagna movement.

* THE NEW CABINET AND THE OLD DEAL, J. B. Sheerin, C.8.R. ;.
. The Catholic World,, January, 1953, pp.. 242 - 43.
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initia}ted by Gandhiji’s disciple, Vinoba Bhave. One hardly
fancies socialists of the European type going the round of
landed proprietors and persuading them in the name of
mercy and non-violence to surrender their domains to land-
lgss labourers. Recently he was invited by Mr. Nehru to
-discuss a possible co-operation between the Congress Party
and the Praja Socialist Part. The pourparlers ended in-
conclusively. The advocates of parlia.lmentarian. democracy
little regret such an outcome. Official coalition between
these moderate parties would have proved useful against
communal and communist forces, but it would also have
given the Communist party the glamour of becoming the
official opposition party.

What is of immediate concern to us, however, is not
the political outcome of the negotiations but thz social
trend they revealed. Mr. J. P. Narain published a 14-point
programme and commented on its contents in his covering
letter to Mr. Nehru and an interview to press representa-
tives. For future reference we reproduce the programme,
‘and add a few notes on some points.

Draft Programme

‘(1) Constitutional amendments, (a) to remove obstacles in the
way of social change; (b) abolition of constitutional guarantees
to Princes and civil servants, etc; (c) abolition of second
chambers.

«(2) (a) Administrative reforms at all levels, including decentrali-

. zation of political power and administrative authority; (b) re-
form of law and procedure; (c) summary and effective ma-
chinery to deal with corruption.

(3) (o) Redrawing the administrative map of India on the basis
of linguistic, economic and administrative considerations (Ap-
pointment of a commission). Reduction of administrati‘;e cospts
by having regional (multi-state) Governors, High Courts and
other top level tribunals : .

P and Public Services Commissions.

(4) (a) Redistribution of land to remove economic i ;
exploitation. Ereference to be given in a(l)lrlmscug;le?clﬁtge: 1;2
landless labour and poor peasants. (b) Immediate stoppage
of all evictions. (c) Suitable legislation to prevent fragmentation

v

T viding credit and other facilities
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and to bring about consolidation of holdings. (d) Abolition
of the remaining forms of landlordism. (€) The rural economy
to be transformed into a co-operative economy through com-

pulsory multi-purpose societies. (f) State assi§tame in pro-
to agriculturists; such as-

sistance to be given through multi-purpose societies. (g) The

State, as for as possible, to deal not with individual pe_asants
but through a group of them organised in a co-operative or

panchayat. 'This is to include collection of land revenue, &
part of which to remain with the village as organised in the
multi-purpose society or panchayat.
(5) Reclamation of waste land and gettlement of landless labour
on it through village collectives. NO waste land to be allotted

- for capitalist farming.

(6) Nationalization of banks and insurance companies.

(7) Progressive development of State trading (in key materials).
¢ industries to be owned

(8) Selected number of plants in differen
- and run by the State or co-operatives of autonomous corpora-

tions, of workers’ councils fostering organisations ?f. techfxi-
cians and managers to provide expert advice and administrative
personnel for state enterprises. )

(9) Unified trade union movement organised on the basis of. the
union shop. This will enable the unions to become socially
responsible agencies. :

(10) Nationalization of coal and other mines
minerals. .

(11) Association of workers in the management of State eflterprls?es.

(12) Demarcation of spheres of large and small scale mdustn_eS,
and establishing, encouraging and prote?ting small-scale in-
dustries.

.{13) As a first step towards ach '
country, higher salaries and emoluments 1
vices shall be scaled down.

(14) The spirit of swadeshi to be promoted and to P
walks of life. '

J. P. Narain admits his programme is farTreachnpg, yet he

insists that it should be taken in hand immediately and

rapidly, “A great deal can be said for caution ‘and fearing

0 crexte too maany upsets, but in the balance, if one has

producing important

jeving economic equality in the
n Government ser-

ervade all



L SOCIAL ACTION

definite political philosophy, one must act and move boldly
towards one’s goal. The move must be rapid and drastic
at the beginning... If India fails to present anything but
‘a pale picture of a welfare state (which phrase I.do not
particularly like. Gandhiji’s and Vinoba’s Sarvodaya is a
far better phrase), I am afraid the appeal of China would
.become irresistible and that would affect the lives of mil-
lions and change the course of history disastrously.” It
should be noted, however, that “eur approach to Socialism
is not doctrinaire, hidebound or conservative. But we have
our own ambitions and wish to start where both the East
and West have ended up and build a society in advance to
theirs (not in material wealth ).

Out of the programme, a few points may be singled
out about which the susceptibilities of Catholic readers who
are not well read are more easily roused. First of all, it

must be noted that the Praja Socialist programme does not :

advocate wholesale nationalisation and rejects the idea of
Stato capitalism. “ At present the mainsprings are in the
hands of private enterprise and it is the State that subserves
the intercsts of the former. The situation has to be re-
versed.” Some industries may be left in private hands,
small-scale industries must be encouraged, landless labour-
ers must be given fields, etc. The mines are already
nationalisad.

The most revolutionary proposal is the nationalisation
of banks and insurance companies. It is insisted on because
it is one of the most strategic points of national economy.

When one observes Indian conditions, one is forcibly re-t

minded of the words of Pius XI in Quadragesimo Anno:
“It is obvious that not only is wealth concentrated in our
times but an immense power and despotic economic dicta-
torship is consolidated in the hands of a few who often are
not owners but only the trustees and managing directors
of invested funds which they administer according to théir
own arbitrary will and pleasure.' This dictatorship is being
Tnost. foreibly. exercised by those who, since they -hold

~ Bves, and have so firmly in their grasp

. 'the most recent advances of Christian
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money and completely control it, control credit also andrule
~the lending of money. Hence they regulate the flow, so to-
speak, of the life-blood whereby the entire economic system
i the soul, as .1t wglxie;;
of economic life that no one can breathe against their Wit
‘One can well argue that this is one kind of property .whlcl';
carries with it “ a dominating power S0 great that 1t canno
Without danger to the general welfare be entrutﬁleti to
Private individuals (Quadr. Ann) ? the mors 50 | a anlg
countries like India there is the danger of a “deadly 2
accursed internationalism of finance or international im-
Perialism whose country is where profit 1s. (Quadr. Ann.)

. The dangers arising from nationalisation of certr::
industries are well known to the authors of the progret ith
J. P. Narain writes : *To my mind equally lmportantt'W;a-
hationalisation is the question of management of na ffothe
lised industries and State enterprises. The tendency o's to
State, in other words, of the Ministers and officers is

Concentrate all power in their handts in t::of:lialalisem‘)f Th;
ci . - ive Ok ; -
ency. This cannot be but destrucs alues and nationali-

ureaucracy is interested in those values ioh i
zation miglﬂ; mgx?:ly end up in State capitalism, _w:m;h v;;:ri
horrible prospect. I should add that from the pod 'odu tr
of production and efficiency, bureaucratization o ulld l'fotl}:
Would be disastrous, Efficiency and production WOt tners
Mise if the workers were made willing and equal p{!fh thei
n the enterprise.” Is not this well in a(?cordan_c‘;l “;'le ister
‘Schemes of co-gestion or co—detﬁ'rminatlon Whlc g B

democracy n
Europe ? ; b »
Another crucial point which readll.Y ralsIes g}ﬁ,ﬁ}g{:-
‘€yebrows is the abolition of rural landlordism. lt1 stards. as -
nade clear from the first that this reform Whltfe construed
high in the Congress programme. Shomd-'nptt-"néistence on
@8 abolition of private property. The soctatab ! tives in
alotting. Gelds to landless. labourers and.on co(t)};f; docniot.
9grieulture and is, industry;is proof enough:tha
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:dream of so ‘inhumen
.private ownershi
-distribution of na
.ing in mind the
nation. . . _ . - -

As Qu,adrgggsimo' Amno says, “when the state brings
-private ownership into harmorny with the common good, it
-does not commit a hostile act again
-rather does-them a friendly service’ for it thereby effec-
‘tively prevents the private posszs

e pr sion of goods, which the
- Author of nature in His most wise providence ordained for

the support of human lifs, from causing intolerable evils
-and thus rushing te its own destruction ; it does not destroy
private possessions but safeguards them; and it does not
-weaken private property rights but strengthens them.” The
.right of possessing goads privately has been given not by
man’s law but by nature ; “ public autherity cannot aholish
‘it but ¢an only control its exercise and bring it into confor-
‘mity with the common weal”. 4 o

. But what about compensation to the large-scale ze-
.mindars ? If the end (fair distribution of land) is good,
.the means (expropriation) should be pure as well and ne-
-cessarily accompanied with a just compensation. On this
-point, the 14-point programme is silent. In his press-con-
ference, J. P. Narain explained : “That means it is open to
-discussion. Some people want market value as compensa-
.tion, but to us rehabilitation compensation seemg adequate
.enough. But that is an open question.”

-a ‘measure as.the eradication of
p. Tif;_ey ‘rather aiin. at a just and fair
tional income and national resources; keep-
‘needs of each citizen and of the whole

sl
The -amount of compensation supposes the answer to

many questions. Is “rehabilitation compensation ” enough
(i..e. would it be enough to let the zemindar keep 30 acres
-of his.land and receive an annuity for ten years based on a

fair:rent for another seventy- acreg only) ?  Or should

the market value of large properties be paid in full com-

pensation ?° In any ecase, even the Congress party never
-offered -such (full: compensation ang. several imnres::ive ar-
-guments.are advanced against: such: a. scheme, .What; of the

st private owners but.
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title of many zemindars 2. Did, they not. unfairly benefit by
the spoliations of foreign invaders 7. Were they real pre-
prietors, or mere rent.collectors ? Did they not acquire la.n('l’
through oppression, threat or other disrf;putabl_e_ means ¢
Have they all along paid just wages 10 their }andles_s laigb;)ur-
€rs or were they merely satisfied with keeping their ;?i our
force alive without ever considering that _’t,hellf ’S,lffé dé C;y
to heaven for vengeance ? Should they not be made (;n% e:,;
tompensation themselvs ? Undoubtedly a certain nur et
show themselves merciful enough, possibly more fmektct"l'in
than quite a few officials. No one should dréam OBE_‘:A o h%
the innocent on the same level as the guilty. Aty men-
among them is innocent ot has nevep‘.fosterefi agut )"blé to
tality of the others ? In otr view it is nearly impossi
answer the question. o . : ’ :
. 'There remain’ two fundamental problems to. b(f SOI;?&;
First, what is the market value of large estates 1;0 Say(’m dll ~
a red revolution or a red invasion an the hOI_"Z‘?? . t}exc Sfa{é
Is it not a fundamental point of 'soclal.Justlcet or. ofeiéhded
fo begin reform by first establishing a Just SYSLE v
Property ? Does not the common good den;{an ve that the
all the property regime be such as to mase ecds of the
National resources be made to satisfy the bailc Dn < not_ the
Nation and so attain their natural purpos;f S {‘;z: hairi’ng
qu:stion of fair compensation come ORIy e e re
establish:d a socially just system ? If it 15 D oted land-
in the measure in which it is possible, EXPrOPEATE Tl
lords should be given what is their just due. ssible 7 - Pos-
Would deny this, but what is due ? What'is p((_)':hurch .to ex-
“sibly one or other rzader would expect t;le e bt
Dress an’ official opinion on the amount ¢ Somlét the moral
be paid. It is her duty to disseminate and mt;r}}!)r S uman
AW and economic life as well as any other S_I; em;_‘.cclesi asti-
" life should be stamped with genuine ‘morah y. e e and
cal authorities time and again remind go;r_er s. . But it is
citizens to be just, fair, kind in all their dea u}lxgrses i it 19
not for them to fix the price of hpuses and ho te’c imique
and lands, For such a determination supposes &



i

12 SOCIAL. ACTION

for which the Church “is meither suitably equipped nor
endowed by. office”; it lies within the tgchrr)fi)que “of
the temporal order which is directly entrusted to the
Btate. It rests with the conscience of legislators to meet the
demands of justice and fairness and to seek the common good
of the citizens in temporal welfare. - ' ‘

. Itislikely that not each and every. member of the Praja
Socialist party agrees to each and every item of the 14-point
programme. That was not our point ; we only wanted to
single out in all sincerity that its demands framed by its
leaders “ come very near those that Christian reformers of
society justly insist. upon.” If we rightly interpret their
views, they keep in mind the dignity and liberty. of the

* poorest citizen. They introduce a welcome note of persona-

lism in their outlook on property, industry, and management
of enterprizes; they are keen on village solidarity and
opposced to soulless bureaucracy. They urge that as soon
as possible (and their expectation that the possible may be
reaciiea early appears unduly optimistic) that “the distri-
bution of created goods which is labouring today under the
gravest evils, due to the huge disparity between the few ex-
ceedingly rich and the unnumbered propertyless, must be
effectively called back to and brought into conformity with
the norms of the common good, that is social justice (Quadr.
Ann.).”

In other words, they want that property, even private
property, be made to fulfil its social function. Private pro-
perty implies personal administration and social d:stination.

A Lallemand..

24
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_ Parties. In the long run, Governmen

May pgs3. o

Teachers-Strikes . |
7' . Since this time one of the :ab teachers. 13,000
cular strikes l}?as been the one of the Pun]ab‘::zih(f;:t. 1§£‘v&;d
left their classes. 4,500,000 hours of df > pon-payment of
caus:s of strikes were brought about :

: ay. The
salary overdue to the teachers, and increase of pay

. —cause the teachers 2 [
first reason has come about because hﬁ s 1o the District

ployed in the District Board Schools. . s at
Bog:;i to pay them. But they ‘had no mon:z’ée:;l;;’ ;m.'
first Government ready to advance them 'th:he\'(:onﬁict being
Government took even the position ?hat not its duty to

'ween Local Boards and teachers it was 4

: i arbiter between -thg
Interf.re, or at most it could act ai e e the mons

: due salary
o the Board which in their tunt’ p;:,d p;?cf f(::l,‘e:he days of
o the teachers. Teachers W K0 .ctimisation for having

e and theré would bY T‘flt?r ':,}:e increase it was agreed

- s ' pext finan~
that it would take place at the beginming Zitél:cﬁar, Prime
cial year, namely ‘in April. Shl:‘.Bbmlstating that he did
Minister, 'nearly reopened the Crisis 18 v "and made
Not yield to pressure in granting the a ase of R;- 5 to low-
No categorical promises about the lncremzalchers.
Paid servants, and conssquently 0 th © vernment has not
The strange attitude of the Punjab Go

A ‘ he results of the
i?"tro‘lgh‘c credit to it. This is On€ Ofplitne in the schools.
Struggle, -

second is loss of discipif® ine. And
triker-teag‘hheis have shown the way tqelxrclgxlsicrllgltlions have
Utimately the boys who had to P reparem_ler ,
Not been able to do so in a sufficient ma l-;as been ended

Now that the Punjab Teachers Str'lketo obtain redress
the U p, teachers have ¥ this wea?q!:;emands. Among
from the Government to Some-Of t-helr ears as very legi-
them the payment of the pay overduss 8PP0 o of them
timate, §p also an increase of salary.

most iinpo‘rtént and specta-
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have been arrested while  offering -satyagraha. Hunger

stgmkers have been forcibly fed. > This is. a' move in' the right

direction to stop those kinds ot manifestations. For the rest

Government is up to now adamant. It wants to keep by all

ixggfi\:is its prstige and affirms that it'is ready, to replace the
rikers: ' DR ' s

Police Strike -

.. Another major dispute has been the one of the Madras
Police. Two members of the Police Association’s committee
having been sent to jail the policemen -protested and re-
fused to take their pay. C. Rajagopalachariax, the Chief
Minister, in a statement to the press,.confessed that some
é)f the revendications of the policemen were quite justified:
Henceforth they would get only one day parade a week,
and would have a full day out of duty. If circumstances
forced to curtail this day of freedom , the policemen would
get an extra pay. ' ‘ ~

<. . The right of forming-an Association was acknowledged,

also the one of electing the members of the Committees was
grant:d. Also the.one of changing the seat of the Asso-
ciation. They were -advised to chioose as President -a'retired
Officer able and willing to take up this duty in order to avoid
difficulties with the routine of the services. They are un-
avoidable if the Pregident is also an active member of the
forces. AT : S T
" The ‘Association would be allowed to present claims
and suggestions, but not to take up the defence of individual
cas.s. ' - ' ' '
As for one of the most important claims, an increase

of salary, the Primz Minister showed the empty coffer. It
would be done as soon as circumstances would permit it.

- The velvet glave bad been shown conspicuously. : The
iron hand appeared. two days later when the Policemen again
refused, tq take their pay affer receiving, exhortation: to-do
sp.from, Government; and order from their -agsociation' 10
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abstain ffom» it. - The recogniti‘onof.the Associat.ion was-
Withdrawn, 45 members of the Executive Commltgizﬁar-
Yested. Others followed them, In North Beggh‘-f:th ec;;l
thair was a scuffie with 8 constables Woun‘ded _"th c(:)uétody.

eing sent. to the hospital. 183 policemen went in .

' ismi “Act 154 Cr. P. C. for-
rever; e oos. A kep’c.under per of actions at law.

Brevention of offences. A certain num ‘
as to fOH-OW. ’ . .\ .. . .
Swatantra, a Madras Magazine, asks if the ;sgpprt:lss;;)lx;
of an Associat’ion is in accordance with.the spirit and . he
letter of the Constitution and if there 1 o other means.
an preventive detention to insure discipline. - o ]
"~ Happily time heals many sores and has broughtt g;:aiiz
among the keepers of law and order ; Governmen n its
Part has relaxed its strong:hold.
" Sweepers of the United Provinces S !
Lucknow, Agra, Bareilly, Allahabad g_nd of a »doazgg,i
other cities went on strike. They wanted ‘better pay

better housing. During 8 dys they refused tq worl{{ii :cr;::gé
gering the health of the towns. The strike was declare?
illegal.  Act 144 came in fo stop processions and TE8 LS
and to send some people to jail. Sweepers gfe_t 4
Workers, the new Code of Labours wﬂ}: su -mle e e
c!}n;pu;lsory arbitration.. Mean‘:l(:;lze:gigsgliff gr ievances
+P.didn ‘other mean e

taken care %tf.s %i:lllliusing problem is one of the most ué' glc:n:
nes. Those who refuses to care for it should go and.ly.

*24 hours with the sweepers to change their Y’ef"’s-'

 THE REFUGEES’ PROBLEM |
Th: total number of refugees will never been known

ra$ the er given for India,
®Xactly. Eleven millions was the number giVen - ia,
and P};kistan in her turn claimed ‘to have receivéd 7 mil- .

i i .gre at t d. *Sri Jain, the’
ions, Bigger ‘estimates are at times quotec. | n, the
Minister o Rehabilitation; in-his anmual report ﬁfﬁ;lé!&) to%aet
actually the total displaced population now exceeds’8,000,000;
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-out of which the number from East Bengal is slight g i 1952-53 for the building of
3,100,000 or roughly 39%. - . g ‘ 15 shightly over houiﬁiﬁgﬁﬁ%: ' 1‘511r14e ;r;?e;) fand the amount for the year
Since the census of 1951, 540,000 persons have crossed to come is about 'Rs- 9.98 crores. The number of hou;es
over the border to take shelter in India. Most of the re- Completed or under construction up to the end of Dt.ecen(li e:
fugees have come to Western Bengal which now harbours * 11952 was 160,000, Two townships were also e,st:abhshe’t' a
2,600,000 persons or 84% of the crowds coming from ‘East Fulia and Habraaigachi and the Government in addition
B;nggl. Though the flow has subsided and some went back constructed 9.000 houses. .
to their former places in the East Bengal, few indeed, there For cer ,n .\ business and industry loans have been
is scarcely a week when some people do not come to India. given byp o c?gesn]rgent to the tune of 7.14 crores till March
. Displaced psrsons from West Pakistan are equally divi- 1952 and provision for Rs. 3 crores has been made for the
ded into people coming from rural areas and from towns, - hew year. '
while in the East they come gen.rally from rural areas. Em 1;) ent exchanges have secured work for 34,000
The chief attention of the Governmsnt was for the last displace% y:;s:ns efrom e, Bengal Technical and voca-
three years centred to the East Bengal refugees. The work tional traiﬁin has been given to 10,000 persons and 4,000
of rehabilitation in Bengal lags somewhat behind the one are still undef training .
undertaken in the West becaus: it began two years after = Ab 1 :ls from East Bengal receive educa-
the former and it was difficult to have in the East a clear » “ tion i out 120,000 plu (!))(;0 schools opened for them by the
estimate of the problem. DBesides persons coming from , Wesf%more than 1, o the cost 0 £ Rs. 28,00,000 a year.
East Bengal often refused to settle in places outside Bengal. * Bengal Governmep to September 1952 to

. . . Grants and 1 have been given up
Leaving aside the sentimental reasons whi nd loans have . it amounted to Rs.
g ns which all the same 213 secondary schools and 117 colleges,.ltnain e castern

played a part, we have to remember that in Orissa and Bihar 34 lakh

Bengalees have oft.n be looked up as “ foreigners ” coming - 0 unattached women,
to exploit the country. and ohigoy oS 3 and infirm people are cared for en-

- Th.re are other economical reasons. While in the West tirely by ’fhg (?,overnment in hospitals or homes.

Bengal rural displaced persons could be resettled at the cost Ag ra efugees land has been allotted to
of Rs. 1,150 per farx}ily, in W.st Bengal it amounts to Rs. 534 00(5) ;‘cg‘i_;ffls WEStiz:eirved . 9.98 Crores.

1,750 ; Orissa 2,100 in U.P. about 2,200 and in Bihar about 00 tamilies who gisplaced persons, 2,371,000 have
2,700, excluding the cost of acquisition of land. These sums hee Out of some 2,500,000 ‘1518p colonies and townships have
of money are advanced as loans to the agriculturist who is % o hogsec.i. More than d Delhi. Next year 30,000
not really to burden himself with the bigger loans. i eén built including 22 arounc. : :

i i res have been set aside
230,000 families of East Bengal have been settled in rural houses will be built and Rs. ‘7.3 c;o | ' asi

colonies or in professions ancillary to agriculture. 25,000 - ;};ﬁs B he advanced to 176,000 persons.
famxhe; are likely to be settled during the coming financial Eleven crores have be‘enfound ok for 167,000 persons’
yeaxi. _Lo%n§ advanced for the purchase of bullocks, seeds, whil mployment ex_chag%g; . total expenses from the
:;11% Eﬁezosésqfs%’t I;Ecﬁ;%é:% totalled Rs. 7.74 crores. This e'gignggg‘ S‘;a’fﬁet(:glgvgn;ént‘ of Displaced Persons is‘iboﬁ'- ‘
ount does not nclude the money spent i isi- ning o nent = oult
tien, : : Y spent in land acquls, crores,  This gigantic effort of the Govemment s <

¢ acknowledged.
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The life in camp, chiefly for people accustomed to the
freedom of the country, is certainly hard and at times de-
moralising.

People complained of the unhealthiness of some of the
camps, the one of Charbetia (Bengal) in particular. 300
families deserted the camp and went to Calcutts. The camps
of Bihar and Orissa, Ranchi, Gaya, Alwa, are relatively
empty. ‘

. 750 refugees sent ta Cooper’s Camp, Ranagat, refused to
detrain before some promises were made about necessary
amenities. i

Round Calcutta, trains have been stopped by refugees.
And squatters have taken Howrah and Sealdah as their
permanent homes, started procesions and some of them re-
sorted to fast to call attention fo their lot.

. Mrs. Kripalini voiced the complaints of the displaced
persons around Delhi. Even the town of Nilikheri does not
offer to its inhabitants the occupations they need. From
Faribad town 800 to 1,000 come every day to Delhi, to work
as.unskilled labourers. In the hospital not enough beds are
found for T.B. patients.

Revolts took place in some camps, with firing and deaths
at Jullundur at Yole camp.

In Bengal some cases tend to show that Harijans settled
on land and working it for two years have been afterwards
turned out by the Zemindars who got the profit of their
work. Muslims alsa in West Bengal complained of having
heen at times evicted by evacuees. Government has beens
able to settle about 70% of these cases. )

- It is true that in East Bengal Harijans complained of
forced conversion to Islam and of want of money to cross
over to Western Bengal.

Lawyers and Doctors want money from Government it
order to start practising their trade. For the Doctors, with
the general penyry of them all over India, and with the
actual epidemics of cholera, the thing seems not too difficult:
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Unluckily many are expecting too much from Government
and would be glad to live on the dole system.
There are also misunderstandings. When people have

¢ Settled first as squatters on Government land, the readjusi-

ment is not difficult, but when it is on lands belonging to
other persons it is at times very hard to square the accounts.
Even when they are settled on the land belonging to Pakis-
tanis living beyond the frontiers, it is at times difficult to
make the refugees understand that their occupation does not
give them right of property. A law must be passed dispos-
sessing the first owners of their right of property and it is
the whole question of friendly settlement with the Pakistani
Government which comes into guestion.

The New Delhi Lower House has passed the Evacuee
Amending Bill, authorizing Muslims living in India to dis-

* pose of their property up to Rs. 3,000 without any special
“ permission from the Custodians of evacuee properties. .

Actually 12 lakhs of files relating to évacuee properties
in Pakistan are ready but no solution seems forthcoming.

Pakistan asked Delhi on November 20 to scrap altoge-
ther the evacuee property legislation, and wanted India to
do this friendly gesture before they could contemplate any
measure of agreement.

Sri A. P. Jain, the Rehabilitation Minister at Delhi,
could not, in view of the position taken by Pakistan affirm
anything but his desire to settle the question of evacuees as
soon as possible. Meanwhile he had earmarked 2.25 crores
for compensations, in the present year to widows, old and

“infirm persons coming from West Pakistan,

The Centre has put aside Rs. 32 crores for the refugees.
3.76 for education, 8 for Governments loans and advances {o
the States which have received evacuees from East Pakis-
tan. 7.5 crores for those receiving people from West Pakis-
tan, and 2.5 for advances to business men, etc. . . .

The cyclone of March the 16th rendered 15,000 persons
homeless most of them refugees. At Tezpur, Bengal, 30
houses have been destroyed by fire.
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A point of jurisprudence has been settled by the High
Court of Bombay. No share in the property of evacuees
can be given before all debts have been paid for.

The Bdckward Classes

The refugees are not the only problem which gives

headaches to the Ministers. The one of the Backward
Classes is the second. Babu Rajendra Prasad, the President
of the Indian Republic, on the 18th of March, called for a
“ New Deal” in favour of the Backard Classes. Political
equality is useless if there is no remedy for the economic
and social ills of the poor. The number of the Backward
people according to him reaches 140 millions.
- -Remaking the addition, Pandit Nehru came to the fol-
lowing results : Scheduled castes 51,350,000 ; scheduled tribes
19,136,000 and 80 millions to be placed under the Backward
Classes. So from 140 to 150 millions on 360 millions who
are socially or economically backward. -

_ Pandit Nehru told his hearers that he disliked the word,
« Backward Class” because it was difficult to judge who
has to be included in them. Is it poverty, but 90% of India
ig poor. Isitilliteracy ? Inthat case we come again to 90%.
The clothes used, the ways of living are but superficial
criteria. :

To- those officially enrolled under the banner of the

“ Backward Classes ” the Pandit gives this sound piece of ad-
vice, “ Get rid of the sub-castes and subdivisions among you.
It will be easier for the reformers to deal with great unifs
than with a multitude of subdivisions in order to bring them*
to the level of the progressive group.”

E. Gathier.
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Inversions

Normally secularism keeps at the level of mundane life
and remains impartial vis-a-vis supra-mundane doctrines.
. Not so with a few of our secularists when judging of the
- work of foreign missionaries. They welcome outside assist-
ance in economic, educational, medical and social works;
for them apparently it matters little what is done in those
fields : whether those missionaries are contortionists in edu-
cation, extortionists in economics, abortionists in medicine
or exhibitionists in society. Such questions are not
raised. ‘What apparently matters most for the secular state
is which supra-mundane doctrines are taught and which mys-
tical paths are recommended. “The sooner they stop evan-
gelical work, the better,” and that is what is being watched
with Argus eyes. Our secular state is being turned into a
theocracy : a strange inversion indeed !

's7 No less a strange inversion is reported about two mis-
sionaries in Bihar who are alleged to preach the good news
of the previous regime and the bad news of the present.
That certainly would be preaching a kingdom of this worl¢
and inviting the wrath of a republic of this world.

One feels tempted to dismiss those two stalwarts bacl
to their Bible classes and our un-secular politicians to ow
Constitution. Such types are unawake to their tasks an

liable to lapse into inversion moods. ,
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Thus one is led 4 rEews- $ wo‘i*thy motives i
Christian may nurse in 's'Oe’iéf%&k.« “The motive may b
fellow-feeling, philanthropy, neighbourliness, all hones
human motives. It may be the spontaneous blossoming o
Christian charity which sees Christ in the least of the littk
ones: “the apostolate of the rose”, as Gandhiji called it.

Unlike unsconscicus roses, apostles may laudably forese
and even intend that men will witness the good work anc
praise the Father who is in Heaven. Nor would it be blame
worthy, it would even be meritorious for them to conside
social work as a means to attract the sympathy of non
Christians, dissipate prejudices which bar or mar inter
communal relations and win respect for Christ’s grace whicl
inspires good lives. '

No Bargain

‘What would be wrong would be to make social help :
part of a bargain, medical attendance on one side, Sundaj
attendance on the other, grace in social help and grace a
meals, etc. Faith is not a barter commodity ; the offer woulc
be unfair, even if it were provoked by caste oppression o
official favouritism on the other side. What is most crucia
in social work is a deep respect for the human person wh
is assisted. The Almighty shows the greatest respect foi
man’s personality, and all social workers should take afte:
Him. Could we expect our secular politicians to evinct
similar preoccupations ? v

One Swallow

“St. Xavier’s No. I” is now a landmark of Maharashfra
at least of Gotmal, a ten-hut village near Karjat, inhabitec
by semi-primitive Katkaris. It embodies the original effor
of the Principal and students of St. Xavier’s, Bombay. Else-
where students build roads, run mobile dispensaries, assis!
refugees, etc. In Bombay they thought in terms of homes
The tiny cottage (two rooms, verandah, corrugated roof)
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took a fortnight of the spring holidays. The project was a
model of modern organisation : lads taken from all commu-
nities, cook and cooking up to the best picnic standard, regu-
lar hardwork, brows dripping with sweat and hands with
mud ; a live school of realistic social training. The inaugu-
ration day was a great success, complete with press reporter,
press photographer and the Education Minister to declare
the hut to be duly and truly open.

The Principal’s speech was aglow with pleasure and
tempered with long-sighted restraint. The experiment was
all that could be desirable for the students : manual work,
inter-communal amity, altruist complex. But what of the
villagers ? Only a few had given measured help. At the
rate of two huts a vear, the scheme will fall within the
national five-year plan. But unless the villagers come for-
ward more boldly and gratefuly dispense with university
labour to build their homes, the social goal will not have
been reached. It may take two or three years to test if out-
side help will rouse self-help. There lies the crucial point in
social assistance among the depressed classes: to rouse in
them the desire and the hope of improvement on the basis of
self-help. Rclief should aim at rehabilitation. '

Principals, Please Copy

The Xaverian experiment is a pointer. Schools and
Colleges should profit by holidays to give their educational
task its finish. Social education is as important as academic
o technical training, and for social education practice is
vital. Why let our vouths fritter away their holidays in
aimless drifting after moody pursuits ? Why even organise
their leisure in profitless individualism ? Are our educators,
educationists, educationalists going to be satisfied with turn-~
ing out pretty petty bourgeois.? India is passing through a
severe crisis, national reconstruction is on. Schools and
Colleges should not be found wanting. .

-A. L,
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WOMEN AND SOCIAL
SERVICE

The present technical age with its success in raising the
standard of living has considerably increased the importance
of family and social service. The chief object of every social
work:r is to make human relationships more spiritual and
more harmonious, and social legislation more human. For
this the work of women is of primary importance. A great
Christian leader said lately to a group of women : “ We con-
sider your present work of peace-making zs the greatest
and the most salutary that Providence has ever given you.
You must embrace it as a Mission that God himself and

mankind have entrusted to you. Conszcrate yourselves o
it whole-heartedly,”

The Role of Women

Catholics and specially Catholic Women have special
obligations and great responsibilities in the twofold duty of
. social and spiritual training. Better than anyone else, they

are able to undertake it and carry it through with the aid
- of the indispensable technical assistance: As Bergson said,

they will bring to it “ un supplément d’ame ”, “ an additional
. spiritual element ”, thus securing its real effects of life, pro-
_gress and salvation.

‘Women play an essential and unique part in this, that

‘no one else can replace both for the individual and for se:
ciety. Women are naturally more intuitive, more obser-

‘vant, more psychological. They are quick to grasp the
situation, to foresee the consequences of a word or an action,

“to adapt themselves to peopls and circumstances. They are
‘more sensitive, more apt to be governed by love rather than
by reason, to get in touch with others and to devote them~
selves selflessly. On account of their vocation to mother-
hood their duty is to create and protect the home, to train

their children and even their household. They are the
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“ home-makers ”, the dispensers of the family resources.
“ When you train a man, — said an eminent woman — you
are training only one human being, but when you train a
woman, you are training a whole family ”.

The modern promotion of women in the emonomic and
social order opens up to them mahy professions and, careers
to which formerly they had no access. And at the same
time the modern technical improvements have relieved them
of many material duties. In many countries the schools for
women are increasing, and little by little their education
tends to become almost equal to that of men. A good many
women are called out of their home circle whather it be due
to the necessity of earning their living, or on account of the
modern conditions of social life, or even for their own desire
of developing their personality. Any way, the sphere of

» their influence extends now far beyond the family circle.

Thus the principal spheres of action where women can
exercise their eminent gifts for education are first the
family and then social service. ‘

Women in the Family and tm Social Service

The family responsibilities of every married woman are
great, comprising the care of making a happy home, suffi-
ciently comfortable, pleasant and peaceful ; the wise admi-
nistration of the household ; the careful training of the
children, the respect of moral laws condemning antimoral

- practices ; and, above all, the respect of religion.

The social responsibilities of women in the sphere of
human relationships, of economic and social development,
of social service, require from them knowledge and under-
standing of the present-day problems not only in their own
country, but throughout the world. Thus women will be
able to fight against the causes of suffering, injustice end
hatred. They will be able to make institutions more human,
to help. the distressed, to :teach mankind mutual love and
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support. These are some

tion of women, of the duties calling for the devo-

Bt ‘ :
ut In order to be equal to their high vocation women

need i -
a I{S:xizou:h' preparation : practical, intellectual and
¢ the urgent need in every national or cultural

moral,

ommuni :
the trainin fofr family and social learning, including: (1)
social condig{-o mothers and workers in professional and
social work lons, (2) the training of family instructors and
orkers who will be in charge of this first class, and

(3) the m ; L .
second cla(;:fe advanced training of those who will train this

Social Activities of Women in other Countries

I ¥ .
of th;’;‘zg’hbe lm?ereStl,ng to glance at the activities of some
women fo t(l)qo S 1n various countries. Their aim is to train
r their family and social duties. The programmes

and methods can easily be adapted to the means and the :

{ve;llﬁzitlent; of different nationalities and classes. In Paris
and Soci ? raining School preparing Professors of Family
review CIaThS‘”enCE, an Information Service and a technical
: € same exists in several countries of Euro
Central and South America, North Africa, etc. pe,

teac}?eige;dmg on their training and under the care of their
already. o iny new centres are opened for young girls, some
ddagting (oo bog to be married, or for young mothers,
functio r;gi 1e subject matter to their special needs. They
factorie ?1 arge towns or small villages, in mining districts,

s, firms, big shops, industrial centres, colleges, etc. ”

In Bra

1937 with two branches : one particularly, applied to social

w o
orkers, the second to family welfare and domestic science,

~ home-craft and the care of chi
U cr: of children. Both are recognised b
the Ministry of Works, and boph form part of “thégCalﬂloli)((!

university feminine section.

+~ In. Central: America, in- Me ico- Cit | g
. L HTEL L4, - x100: Caty, -ar ‘t11te O
Social :service,; nursing amd domestic . City, a; Institute of

zil, at Rio de Janeiro, an Institute was founded n”
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1939. This institute works in three different scctions : one
for girls of the upper classes who have at times so much to
learn about practical and social life; a second centre for
middle class pzople teaching and helping girls and young

' women with very good results and more than 800 pupils ;

and a third centre that works among the most miserable
people living in the neighbourhood of Mexico, in a kind of

no man’s land.

The same kind of work is carried out in Argentine, Chile,
Peru, Equador, Venezuela and Colombia. In this last coun-
try a ncw venture has been started. A great many people
from the country districts have crowded the industrial towns,
where they are now living in dire distress. To remedy this,
a Jesuit Father collectzd a number of girls among these poor
workers and inspired them to devote themselves to the wel-~

. fare of the others. We opened a training school for them,

and after two years training we send them out prepared to
help these poor families in many ways. There are now
about 300 young women working in Bogota and Medellin.

Tn many countries these private activities work toge-
ther with the official technical assistance. In some places,
the UNESCO has opened some centres for *“ Basic
Education ”, the object of which is to arouse the desire for
knowledge among the people and also to supply the means
for fulfilling this desire.

Similar institutions under different forms can also be
fpund in Africa, Australia and other countries. A directress
#%¢ a centre in North Africa wrote : “If we want to develop
the abilities of young African girls, we must keep in mind
the present and future state of their family. We shall not
realize their training by an exact reproduction of our Euro-
pean schools. We must endeavour to promote the develop-
ment of these women without cutting them adrift from their
past, so that they can find their satisfaction where they are
living. They will never learn how to act by themselves un-
less they are practising what they have to learn in their
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normal surroundings”. Hence social programmes must

differ according to different countries and their require-
ments,

What can be done in India

I do not claim to know much about what is already be-
ing done in India. I certainly think that it is not little. But
I think that what is being done in so many other countries
of the world can also b= realized in this great country where
the ground is already being prepared. Centres of family
and social training could be opened in Bombay and there 18
no doubt that many would wish to take advantage of them.

Several forms of activity could be undertaken :
_ (1) The training of young girls or young women pre-
paring for their duties as home-makers, wives and mothers.

Mothercraft as well as practical psychology and pedagogy
could be taught.

(2) The training of some who wish to devote them-
selves to family education or social service.

(3) Social assistance for the servant class, helping
them to improve their standard of living: food, hygieng,
dwclling, ete., as well as their intellectual and moral condi-
tions. Above all they should be inspired with the desire t0

learn more and with the consciousness of their humen dig-
nity. : .

(4) Social sarvice for the working class, specially for
young girls, helping them in their professional and family¥
life, in their fuller understanding of their rights and duties,
giving them study circles or clubs in order to help their
practical, social, moral and spiritual development. '

] (5) The same assistancz should be given to those living
in country districts under harder conditions.. - .
(6) Social service should also serve the sick in dxspelt’

saries, clinics, hospitals, maternity homes. ete.” ~
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(7) We can add to all this the social training of leaders
of Women’s Associations so that they may be able to under-
take the social education of active members in every depart-
ment of life, spreading everywhere the spirit of peace and
concord.

One of the Directors of The World Union of Women’s
Organisations said at the last Congress : pr great would
be the influence of our Women’s Organisations if with our
characteristic intuition and our practical common sense we
could succeed in carrying out our feminine and maternal
role and in eliminating one after the other the causes of
suffering and hatred which are the seed of all conflicts.”

To conclude I cannot do bztter than quote the Words of
the encyeclical letter “ Divini Redemptoris ”, reminding us of
th> great percept of charity, the most effectual remedy for

- the present evils. The “new commandment ” of Christian

charity contains within itself a divine power of regeneration.
If faithfully practised it will bring to all souls a peace un-
known to the world. ‘We must always remember that the
real value of sccial service corresponds to the value of
charity and love, love for our neighbour and love for God
Himself,

(Mlle) M. Rascol.

‘CATHOLIC AGENCIES AND
SOCIAL WORK

The growth of social work to its present position of im-
portance in the national life of almost every country has
been one of slow progress towards the be.tter, understand-
ing of its obligations. It is usgally malptamed in the text-
books on social work and action, of which there have been
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g::;’;e aTsliaate in recent times, that the days of charity are
His .pu .Oes social worker of today must aim at self-help.
diseaserlzll‘teels not merely to assuage the pain of poverty,
of pain altlo rz;}cly, and squalor, but to eliminate the source
but is it g?bler-‘ This is certainly a very laudable ideal, 4
wide sco peo ;Sl e in all cases? Does there not still remain
in underdevelonoy. and simple charity ? Is it not true that
social welf;:;e oped countries like ours for instance, wheré
munity cent e centfe'& such as mental homes, asylums, com-
with whiclrx1 tli)es’ medical clinics, and all the other apparatus
to be erected ¢ ‘i}Vae S.ttem 500131_ worker is so familiar havs yet
doses ? , charity 'has still to be dispensed in large
wor 1(31;1 ;tvmay be ‘that 'the authqrs of the text-books on social
raleer 1o be oversxmphfied the issue. What they have mis-
ment of r:h?k?‘ﬁ charity, may have really concealed an ele-
of the benefit l katlop’ an attempt to improve the recipient :
American : 1 nd in this matter, it is not only English or
the Euronzomach'm.ory that must be reviewed. What about
charity VQEP?; ontinent where the traditional agencies of
so successfull'nSpg ed by the Catholic Church and flourished
and work OYIW enever they were given a chance to exist
mate link be?w};:nsigfﬁmald()bservgr' would miss the inh-
found in Catholie seciel work 7 ation that s ©o be

Social Work

In this country, Catholic Charity forms a considerable
g:‘)(z}}:or'tlon of the total amount of soc}ial work turned out b¥
ever ;éozsiimental and private aggncies. Staiistics how-g
tions run g exict number of charitable and social institu-
hard to ¢ un ;r the direction of Catholic social agencies are
dow of a(:ne v Many of the organisers preferred the sha-
tude is ch::;y.mlty to the glare of publicity. But this atti-
reed for ubgfr.lg and Catholic social workers, aware of the
ing out inﬁ. tl‘(" recognition and assistance, are now ventur-
ing out into the open and demanding their rightful share in
he national work of uplift and social progress. .. ..

.
Ak
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Works of Relief and Rehabilitation

The following figures though not up-to-date give some
idea of the scope and variety of Catholic social work. They
are taken from the Catholic Directory for 1950 and include
only the official returns to the questionnaire issued for that
purpose. In 1950, there were under Catholic Agencies:

Dispeusaries .. 331
Hospitals .79
Leper Asyvlums .. 5
Creches .. 60
Rescue Homes .. 5
Homes for Aged and Poor .07
Orphanages .. 415
Industrial and Technical Schools .. 152

But during the last two years the work has been expanding

" at a much faster rate. The results of a recent enquiry show

that hospitals have increased to 81, dispensaries now num-
ber 495, and asylums of all kinds including leper asylums,
rescue homes and hostels for poor girls, have risen to 438
altogether. '

These figures by themselves will not give us a complete
picture unless the numbers they benefit are shown in relief.
Thus 7 dispensaries in Mylapore attended to 143,395 cases;
18 dispensaries in Hyderabad cared for 132,513 sick. Calcutta
has one hospital under Catholic auspices with 120 beds;
Patna has two hospitals with 220 beds ; Ranchi has two hos-
nitals with 213 beds. Both these hospitals belong to Govern-

7fnent, but are manned by Catholed nuns. In the Ranchi
District there are six Catholic hospitals owned and run by

Catholic Agencies.

The Rescue Homes cater for 561 inmates, while the-
numbers in the Orphanages run into thousands of boys and
girls. The hostels give shelter to young women who come
into the big cities to find work. The industrial and technical
schools train up mostly orphan boys to give them some
source of livelihood. In almost very large parish, there is-
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the St. Vincent de

Paul’s Society to care for the sick and the
destitute,

‘Welfare work for women is carried along modern case
work lines at the Catholic Women’s Welfare Centre, Bom-,
bay. Since itg Inception in 1938, it has attended to over 16,000
cases. Most of the work concerns Family Welfare, Delin-
quent Children, Fallen Women and the finding of employ-
ment for the poorer classes of working men and girls. In

Calcutta, a home for dying destitutes has recently been
opened.

Social Action
.The activit 4
to works of relief and rehabilitation. Because of the crisis

almost completely disappeared. Social injustice has been
magnified by the callous selfishness of the Capitalist. The
Church has met the situation by enunciating her social doc-
trine to suit the new circumstances. She proposes a new
social structure based essentially on the principle of giving
to each ‘one his due, so that both the employer and the em-
ployee instead of being at each other’s throats should rather

- Scope - for charity ; it ig here that the socia] worker mus}
intervene.

There are several Catholic Agencies now in existence
“whose main burpose is to spread the social teaching of the
flhurch among all levels of society, especially among the

the main sufferers from the social injustice of our present
system. It is often economic insufficiency and the cruel sel-
fishness of their wealthier neighbours that drives them to

accept the alluring myths of Communism. Assaciations of

JUNE 1953 93

Catholic Trade Unionists are now operating in Bombay and
Poona. Their work is to help their needy fellow-workers
and to secure just and humane terms of emplc:ymenf:. f_rom
their employers. The Young Christlaz} Workers’ associations

* in Bombay, Calcutta, and Nagpur strive 'to develop t.he' cor-
porate sense among their members, and aim at estab1¥shmg a
new society in which workmen can live and develop like free
men and not remain wage-slaves as they do how. Besides
these associations, a school for Labour Relatlons_ has bgen
started in Jamshedpur, to train labour leaders with a view
to guiding the labour movement away from the path of
Communist-inspired class warfare, and towards a co-opera-
tive social system wnere equality ‘and freedom will be
guarantced. Over 200 students ha\{e already passed through
the school. A similar course is soon to be started in
St. Xaviar’s College, Calcutta.

-

r Social Work has been established for ﬁhe
last ?WZC};IZiszt the Stella Maxris College, Madras. ‘ It aims
at turning out professional social workers. But since the
special needs of the country are so gcute, and Governmer}t
would like to draft students for social work, an attempt'ls
being made to train undergraduatfes' for voluntary social
work in the towns and villages by giving them a .theoretxcal
and practical outline of social service in Cath01'1c colleges,
Most of the trainees will belong to ?he Soc1a! Sc;wc.e Leagues
already functioning very actively in these mstltutlops The
members of the Leagues are keep and generous, with some
krowledge already of what social work implies, and the
felq in which they must work. .If at thelr receptive tige’
they are guided and encouraged in thg r{ght manner, eﬁ
should certainly turn out into enthusiastic and fairly we
trained social workers of the future.

i i f them inspired

eratives of various types, some o '

by ti:?ntigonish experience, are beginning to appear in
different parts of the country. Bombay has a consumers
co-operative ; the Kaira district of Gujerat has both credit:
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and housing co-operatives ; in Ranchi there is a credit co-
operative, while an attempt is being made to start one among
the fishermen on the coast near Quilon. A Parish Credit
Bank to give loans to people on the security of their gold
and jewels is flourishing in Bombay.

Much attention is being devoted to the uplift of the
Harijans and the aboriginals. So far schools have been the
main instrument of improvement, but at present, every me-
thod that shows hopes of successfully raising their standard
of living is being utilized. It would not be an exaggeration
to say that practically every mission station possesses a little
free dispensary where simple ailments like bouts of malaria,
flu, cuts and bruises, sores and minor injuries are treated.
In Madras, a model agricultural farm with hopes of deve-
loping into an agricultural college has been in existence
for several years. In Hazaribagh, an agricultural school has

been started with Government help. In Travancore, the Ca-

tholic landlords are being pursuaded to improve the living
and housing conditions of their tenants.

The Soctal Institute

To encourage Catholic social work and action through-
out the country, the Indian Institute of Social Order was
commenced two years ago. It hopes to achieve its aim by
disseminating Catholic social teaching and information on
Catholic social work to the public through its magazine
Social Action. It also lends its personnel for training volun-
tary social workers and to set on foot new soctal ventures.

In time it hopes to become a clearing house for ideas and,

information on social work and social action.

Motivation

Enough Has been said of Catholic social work and action
in India. 'It is worthwhile considering the motives that lie
behind this apparently never-ending stream of social acti-

vity. For here we touch on a rather delicate point that re-.

quires an unprejudiced mind to perceive clearly and fairly.

§
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Catholic social work obviously finds its inspiration in the
teaching and example of Christ. Every C.athohc knows f'u}l
well the emphasis with which Christ insisted on the spirit
o Of charity or love for the neighbour. He made it the mea-
sure of the disciple’s love for God, the touchstone of Chris-
tian sanctity. There can be 1o holiness without charity.
Christ went so far as to identify Himself‘ with the poor, the
naked, the hungry, the outcaste of society, and said that
whatever was done to help these weak and lowly ones
would be considered as done to Himself. The pages of the
Gospel reveal the extraordinary love of God for man and
the high destiny for which He has created him. But man
must, with God’s grace, take the first .step tqwardshls goal,
for he is a free being. He is the captam;of 'hlg own sopl, the
maker of his own destiny within certain limits. Unlike all
other created things, man alone can determine his actions,
* because he is not only matter, but a _COIpbmatlon of matter
and spirit. In this lies man’s great d_lgfllty_; thf:\f: is why he
is called a human person. Each man 1S unique ’ in a certain
sense. He is like other men, yefc d1ﬁe1.'ent. from them all.
It is his personal dignity and destmy which is at the roots qf
man’s rights, liberties and prerogatl_ves. It is because he is
a personal being, that his social environment must be trans-

formed to suit his needs.

‘Corporateness’

i ne emphasis on the dignity and the spiritual

: rglu:ftsgsctsltirr?digviduzl, is balanced by the equally weighty

Stress that is laid on the importance of the common good.
All men are recognised to be brothers of a common father.
Whether white, black, red, yellow, or brown, they all be-
long to one human family. This se?s_e -Of ’sohd‘arxty., Of, be-
longing to one group or species, or “rising- or ‘falling’ to-
gether as one wholeis & fundamental doctrine of the Church.
Fach member must be interested not only in his individual
perfection, but in the. comimon good of the whole through
which and by which he achieves his goal. Thus he is not
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merely a solitary individual but essentially a member of 2
family. This accounts for the Catholic’s great interest in
the good of his neighbour, especially when the latter is in
material or moral trouble. Nor is his interest restricted
to his fellow-Catholics. It is extended to men of all
communities, races, castes and creeds, since they are all
merbers of the human race, children of God, the object of
Christ’s love and the heirs to His sacrifice,

Not Myths

For the Catholic these are not myths. They are deep
convictions based on a conscious grasp of the meaning of
human life in this world. What reason indicates clearly
enough is enhanced by the authoritative utterances of his
religion. Doubly sure in his beliefs, he can give himself
wholeheartedly to the business of serving his neighbour in
the certainty that by so doing he is displaying his love
for his creator, and procuring his own betterment.
Consequences

The powerful influence of these convictions can be seen
at work in the variety ang the wide extent of Catholic social
work. There is hardly any kind of social welfare that has
been untouched by Catholic Agencies. And precisely be-
causz of his underlaying convictions, the Catholic social
worker brings to his work a spirit and an inspiration that
no amount of purely human training can induce. Nor is his
work confined only 1o almsgiving or charity used in this
sense of the term. For the Catholic Church, relief and re-
habilitation have always gone together. While almsgiving
has been declared a hecessary way to heaven, men ahd
women have gone much further in the same direction by
dedicating not only their goods but- themselves to the ser-
vice of the poor, the sick, the maimed, the lepers, and the
outcastes of humanity. The religious life implies voluntary
poverty, celibacy, and often obedience 1o a superior. Men
and. women of this type bring to their work an energy and
an outlook that 10 amount of human training can give. The
patience, ‘the kindness, the sympathy and ‘quiet self-sacri*
fice of a'nun. in dealing with her patients, ‘whether they be
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a crippled child, a decrepit old man, an ailing worman, or
an unmarried mother, immediately attracts the attention
of the most prejudiced and sophisticated observer. A priest
like Fr. Damien has captivated the heartg of millions of
men by his complete dedication to the service of the lepers
of Molokai. Who dare deny that this is not social service of
the very highest and noblest type ?

Not foreign '

The Directory of National Social Welfare Ager_unes en-
titled ¢ Social Work in India,” published by ?he Indian Co.n_
ference of Social Work, does Ind%an Catholics a grave dis-
service by describing all their social work as the Work of. a
foreign ::{gency. Yet out of the 15,000 personnel in Ipdla,
only 3,000 are foreigners, many of whom have willingly
given up the citizenship of their own countries to become
Indian nationals so that they might dedicate themselvgs
more completely to the serv'icg of the country of th‘eu'
adoption. It is a pity that while the 'country.ls passing
through such difficult times, the deliberate prejudice and

bad manners of a few individuals who call themselves social

workers should cast a slur on the fair name and the sacri-
fices of so many of India’s most loyal sons and daughte?s..
But we hope that this unprovoked anta.gomsm will dis-
appear with the passing years and tl?e contribution of Cathp-
lic social work in India be recggmsed and appreciated in
proportion to its extent and variety.

sSocial Directives

their part, Catholic Social Agencies are performing
theif;);ag;eli; I:c)arrying out the Directive I?rin_ciples of State
Policy as outlined in Part IV of the Cc.)ns't1tut10n. They are
continuing the grand traditio_n _of achieving a better status
for the Harijan and the Aboriginal, a work so dear to Gan-
dhiji’s heart. With so inspiring a theory of social action and
such a wealth of social institutions, they can certainly clax;m
to be cent-per-cent as national as any other: group of .S‘:(‘)c.l‘all
workers in this sub-continent. ' A. Fonseca.
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FRANCE'S MONNET PLAN

men?’:;ll; 0;1r country watches with interest the develop-
perhaps 1e§ ogress of our First Five Year Plan, we may,
Tamed a,lfterrll\l/l n}uch from the Monnet Modernisation Plan,
tion and inspirs t‘ean Mo_nnet to whom it owes its organisa-
many Franglr; ion. With the exception, perhaps, of Ger-
1939-f945 waer. aSFiSrl;’fcf ez:;in;n (ﬁf frofn the tragedy of the
which followed in the wake of th: Nv;lz?i:/gzerﬁ g.estr.u;:}tg);l
lgtgr, the French were to realise that libert s mor. thar;
vxgxlapce and the Liberation cost not on] hy - mlgre but
also Immense destruction to the nation’}; ruman ves T;:e
borp’plpg of the German lines of communic etﬁourceS. d the
activities of the Resistance Movement whichal lonts,‘ aned

splendidly towards victory, inevitably ran u(;m;}f 1b1;jcu fz(;
post-war reconstruction. In 1946 France wa fe l ith
staggering economic problems, and the Mo as faced Wi £
1951, gives this picture of the conditions whxiu;:et lf{epor; ot
th.at. time : “Two million buildings damageg ° t;anﬁelfa
II?.]HIOH t_otally destroyed ; the communication wét. ak a
pieces with 12,000 bridges demolished ; the nayiaalslo wat in
ways and ports obstructed ; the park of ] igable water-
chant fleet both reduced to one-thirq : orries and mer-

i . ; industri -
tion at 40 per cent of what it was during the fnZ?ilocﬁng:r

of 1938 ; the soil impoverish

lack of artificial ma}l)nures afg :ﬁ::;i‘:z‘sr?m: degree t.hro.ug%f
cuts in electricity two and three times a’ v‘g,ez;r'al rationing
hence no steel or cement for undertaking g H ng coal an
construction while at the same time the fx hny tljnnd of re-
al.md foreign currency prevented France fro nZ;lus ion pf gold
vital current of imports. This was the state ;‘es;rplng the
six years of occupation ; a state of affajrs w}:)' }? airs after
- worse than that of 1918 when it Was deCideg:t was mu}ch
' the first general plan for the modernisation o c;) establls}l
: equipment of the metropolis and of the qverseas teue;;z;l?e? :?
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First Steps in C. 5. A.

{6, CO-OPERATIVE ECONOMIC ORGANISATIONS -

NoO. 18

In the previous discussion we studied the Trade Unions which
represent one type of the workers’ reaction to the evils of Capitalism.
In this discussion we shall study yet another method, the Co-opera-
tive Movement, used chiefly by small wage earners (including wor-
kers) in general, to- protect themselves against Capitalistic Big

Business. "

- SECTION I—MEANING OF WORDS
Co-operative Movement : is the tendency - towards joint. econo-
mall wage earners to co-operate,

mic activity by workers and s s
either own and manage their own stores (consumers’ co-operatives),
or to produce some commodities (producers’ co-operatives), or to

grant one another credit
products (marketing co-

(credit co-operatives), or to market their
operatives), on democratic lines.

Co-operative society : is a voluntary Aassociation in which peo-
ple organise on democratic principles to supply their needs through
mutual action, and in which the motive of economic activity .is
service and not profits. The “ Co-operative Way” aims at trans-
forming society from a profit-making instituti9n or a compulsory

qﬁflitically managed business concern, o a society founded on the
“motive of service and mutual help. : :

{—THE GROWTH OF THE Co-0PERATIVE MOVEMENT _

nt, like the Trade Union Movement,
being as a reaction, on the part of
rs, to the growing social evils ot
Capitalism. As the workers felt the need of some kind of “union”
to safeguard and protect their rights and the conditions of their
working lives; so the middle class wage earners who had to buy their
commodities from Capitalistic Big Business, felt they needed gome
kind of “co-operation” in buying and selling, to free themselves

SkctioN I

The Co-operative Moveme!
in 'Western Europe came into
workers and small wage earne
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from the high prices and th
bines. From this need wa

Great Britain, the country in which the evils of Capitalism were
first experiedted, fhe Roehdale Equitable Pioneers’ Society was
established in 1844, It was a consumers’ co-operative society start-
ed by twenty-eight men with a capital of £ 28. Its claim to fame
restg on the fact that the rules and principles upon which it was
opefated, dre the basis of successful co-operative societies today.

e control exercised by Capitslistic Cott

On the Continent of Europe co-operative organisations also
spread. The best known fs, perhaps, that begun in Germany in 1862
by Friedrich Raiffeisen, He applied the co-operative principle t0
agriculture and founded the flrst Rural '
is still taken as the model by many successful rural co-operatives.
Yoday Co-operative Organtsations in many parts bt the world aré

helping to rebuild society on principles more in keeping with th¢
Christian precepts of justice and charity,

Seerion II—Tae NATURE AND ATM oF Coeops: RATIVE
ORGANISATIONY

The Co-operative Movement ge
of service to the present economic system. The gim of the Move-
ment is service. The Co-operative organisations group together
people who freely associate and Co-operate in order to satis.fy some
etonomic needs, e.g., food, housing, clothing, which they share in
common. That is to say, in the Co-operative Way, people pool their
resources (e.g., their money) not to obtain high dividends or pro-
fits, but to serve the community. Its first concern is the individual,
the home and the family and the satistaction of their wants, and
siice all these units in society are « consumers ”, it organises induse
try, commerce ‘and society for their welfare.

eks to adopt the old principle

The main principles followed

' . BY sound co-gperative societies are
the following :—

() The Capital needed by the soci

bers, either in equal shares, or in proportion to the services to be
fendered to each member. In some cases & limited rate of interest
is prid on capital investment. This pyi
return, for money used, avoids the evilg of g

ety is subscribed by, mem-

s born the Co-operative Movement. IN

nciple, while allowing a just

RS
K]

w liability of members. A Boar
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i is i ured by the
it) i trol of business. This is sec
© (#) Democratic con e e ot
“oné ms ‘ote ” principle. No matter
ves mo on:d\g);ea rr?ember, he has one and ox}ly one VOtee?t the
Zl;ixt:zﬂp?j:::fng of members. The general meeting is sovereign.

: the basis of their pat-

i urned to members on ! -

(m) Savmg§r ;S: is to say anuual proﬁts,. if any, aif;::: allote

.l'dnage vol}xmg;a to the réserve fund and to capx!:al exp.endx r;; :;e
ﬁﬁfﬁdﬁmg members in proportion to their dealings wi

co-operative society.

(iv) Sales for cash at the
on a strictly cash basis remove

3 - ive societies.
;siystc‘ex;:. 1111'(,),11 ]r::n?txs)ee:satobtain thelr rebate at the end of the financial
re ‘high”,

-operative society return to the
«nrofits” of the co-0pe
?:gi%i(m?nmt:;bess according to the volume of their purchases.
and religious and political neutrality.
the co-operative society can
ip i to everyone whom P 0
Membgrshlp 1sd01:1<:;’y of their religious and pOh‘fl?al alleglan;:e.. In
:er\t/e, mderrl)s:_ :roﬁt non-religious and ‘non—.pohtlc:l bod_w;:B waidc(‘:; .
Oictél,'a?isv: organisatioln has but one aim in View and one

offer its members,—service.

prevailing market prices. Dealin'g
s all the complications of a credit
When prevailing market prices

(v) Open membership,

SecTION IV —ORGANISATIONS AND STR U, CTURE '
er co-oper ative socie ties are gener ally established b
Consum Y

peoplg who live in the same locality or who have similar wants.

Thus, they organise a society to manage a general stores, a credit
bl

bank, a bakery or other business.
rise is usually incorporated to limit the
d of Directors, and other smaller com-
tion, and so on,
i propaganda, edL.lca y
mltteels, :el:;hb;s,nf::n;el;:ltg?’the general meeting. The Boax"dtiof
g:ecet::s appoints a Manager and other employees. Large societies

usually have a salaried executive.

Thus the business enterp:

: ded by all members are usual-
etings which are atte{l ed
ly hg?infn?;rrtneily, fhough some societies have montbly or annual

meetings.

srati ieties, may be divided between In-
I eral, co-operative societles, > i
dusm&g:rn Urban Co-operatives, such as, Conpumers, ¥ousing, Pro
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ducers’ and Credit societies,

and Agricultural Co-operatives, such
as, societies for rural credit,

marketing and farming equipment.

The Federal Structure of the Co-operative Organisation built
up both vertically and horizontally. Vertically it rises from the
smallest co-operative urit, which serves a small area, to the large
and powerful national and international organisations. Horizontally,
co-opeartive societies are linked with each other in the national
and international field. The advantages of this are obvious, In the
Federal Structure each co-operative soc

iety, even the smallest, re-
tains its full identity and autonomy, while enjoying all the benefits
which the whole Federal Structure possesses. Moreover, the Fede-

ral Structure is best suited to give the best service: through its
smallest co-operative societies, it can tap the needs of the ordinary
persons, of the home and family, and through its powerful national
and international organisations it can put at the disposal of all mem-
bers, the economic strength and power bossessed by the largest
capitalistic Combines, without the drawbacks of Capitalism.

READING : — ,
Quadragesimo Anno, paras: 46, 53, 64-65.
Publications on Co-operatives, by the International Labour
Office

EXERCISES AND FIELD WORK :—.

1. Explain carefully what

Yyou understand by the Co-opsrative
Movement,. ) ] .

2. Define a Co-operative Society.
Explain the Rochdale Principles of Co-operation.

hd

Draw up a list of the societies in your town or district. . **
5. Draw up a list of the comm
town or district which

may be usefully supplied by co-ope-~
rative societies. : .

C.cC cC

PN RN

OB, FOBILE: PRESS, MADUBAY; .- 1.

P

odities used by people in your *
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iruction was more compl-
But_the problem of recons destruction caused by
s the enormous e
e e g, bt e v e st 1
more difficult task of overcoming twen! ydis try and agricul-
' sion which had charac@egise% F;Izir;ci}rlwuihese years of ndus.
fure in th ~war period. ¥ . following

triael I;Ietttrc?g?zgsion, i)he Monnet Plan finds the
*ymptoms : — the fact that on

ivity revealed by :
_ f?r?brg\);m:fl tzilct;mﬁ)?}»;-% war nearly a third of the
e

country’s industrial potential was unemployed.

i indicated by invest-
(2) A collective 1g518<t oiu%c;r(;cie:;gthtto oA A
ﬁ:?ﬁ?nzi;ninﬁ installations, while little was dgng
: ogressive expansion. . . |
v @3) ;:eithinum use of ogt-of-date macgﬁllz:y g;:;?
f French machines was four ‘ 2t
o thon oh t in the United States of Amex.'lce.x a
’:ﬁrte};a’gr;e: greater than that in Great Britain.

ents. Before the war
(4) A deficit in ba;alillfg gg It)(?y,‘;:)l oer cent of her p‘tr'l
Trance 73S P groad with the income on capita
chg;es frgn;,ezﬁ saved and invested by preced;ng
which ba that is to say, the present populat:ﬁn
genergt}ons,t some extent, on the results_of e
Waikhgénﬁ’\ei‘g parents and grand-parents, instead

WO K

of on their own efforts. .

tion was
. the Report, stagna !

i d according to . This
charfir::t::ilsetfi’c: a;; France’s e"e'Of-the’warheenc?ﬁzrtz’untry’s
State of things is made still more deari‘og of years. In 1939
Rational income is reviewed :‘,’g :bgzi the same level as in
th tional income W : ent. In
113, i rom 0 0 113 L s by ¥ S o I

. N ’ was A . oy

2th$r countrlesolfor?”ﬁ? production was steamlyhdeclxnmi
Iznlggg iear:eal income of the average Frenchman was

=+
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about a third of that of the average American and about
half of the average Briton. Again, for the same num.
of hours of work, France produced three times less products
than America and nearly twice less than Britain. The Mon-

net Plan is sareful to add, “The personal capacities of the

French worker was not in question. He simply lacked tools
comparable to those at the disposal of the others.” To set
right her economic machine was the great task which faced
France after the war. Not only had the economic machine
been badly damaged during the war, but even before the
war it had been allowed to reteriorate to an alarming de-
gree, and one is tempted to ask if the enemy would have

.come and devastated the country, had the economic machine
‘been fighting-fit.

- . The French set themselves to the task with vigour and
good sense. High officials, businessmen, industrialists, trade

oMt

8!
pes

unionists, engineers and farmers, divided up into about

twenty-five committees worked out the details of the Plan
under the inspiration and guidance of M. Jean Monnet’
after whom the Plan was named. Headed by the Comm‘is:
‘sioner-General a small staff of experts worked directly under
the Prime Minister with the minimum of red tape and
bureaucracy. The Modernisation Plan was a non- a?
.n.on-partisan effort, and its principle had never beenp ok
tipneq on the level of party politics. The ordinar e
-did l_ns share through the “austerity programm 3,’, Cltlz.en
r.ras 1mp§ste};i on the country, by lowering current ion;’:’lhlch
ion, an is, eve i ; mp-
, n though .the country had gone thrOugk\

the ordeal of enemy imposed shortages and serious ung
nqaer-s

nourishment during the war.. i

national resources was added t}Taot t)};lsngg:l?m o pmited

and old people by a smaller working po ?ln}ng children

t}?e pre-war declining birth-rate and the . atlon’. because

birth-rate temporarily combined to prodeSt-War increased

-of non-productive people in the country uce
.As a democratic effort in industrial .

Frénch Monnet Plan’ embodied sopme. w oS ruction, the

the maximum

me very characteristic,
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features. Planning was not to pe “State Planning” as is
ordinarily understood, but it consisted merely in a general
guidance of investments into those industries where it was
first needed, and the development of which would provide
the essential means for the further expansion of the whole
€conomy of the country. TO this end, when the moderni-
sation plan was first adopted in 1947, it restricted itself to
8iving producers and consumers common targets and the
means of reaching them. Then, it was left to the initiative
of those responsible for each sector of industry to do 'the
Test. Another interesting aspect of the French Modernisa-
tion Plan was that it has concentrated on 2 very limited
Number of tasks, and these are not chosen arbitrarll_y, but
are all carefully selected and given priority according to
he value of their contribution toWar

ds the creation of an
€conomic structure suitable for an expanding French econo-
oncerne

my. «So far as execution was € d,” };vrltes the
London Economist, (Oct. 18, 1952), © the plan aimed at an
€conomie concertée, rather than 2 pureaucratic économie
dirigée, and that, in fact, is the way it has worked. There

as been no shower of white papers, memoranda and files,
No elaborate detailing: of administration, and no army of

Ureaucrats nothing that most Socialists would recognise
3 planning. Instead the Commissariat has simply kept be-
fore the government and the public 2 general outline of
broagd paths to be taken and, with whatever weapons have

come to h - dustry along these paths. At
o hand, had prodded 10 y ning process should

10 time was it i ed that the plan
as it intend Rather it was hoped

lanket the
whole of French economy-
that concentration on the key sectors would lead to a gene-
ral drive towards expansion ™

f the operation of the Plan,
herefore, the financial and physical efforts have been con-
tentrated mainly on the following objects :— .
rces of industrial

During the first four years o

- (a) the increase of the c‘oun§ry"§ sou
v power —- coal and electricity.

|
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~ (b) the improvement of its communications—railways
and airlines,

(¢) the improvement of the equipment of the farmers,
and

(d) the development of the country’s steel producing
capacity.

Added to this were various short and long term plans for
the economic development of French overseas territories,
such as, Algeria, Tunisia, Morroco, West Africa and Indo
China. The relative important of each of the basic sectors
of the country’s economy may be gathered from the allo-
cations of loans made by the Planning Commission in 1950.
The total long-term loans made in 1950 were 356,222 million
francs and this sum was divided as follows :

CHIEF SECTORS Gin maillion francs)

Power : )

Coal mining .. .. .. .. 60,900

Eleetricity 98,000

Gas 8.100

Others 14,700
Communications :

Railways .. .. .. .. 32500

Air France 3,540
Agriculture :

Azote, Industry and agricultural machine

producers .. .. . .. 26,000

Industrial and Commercial enterprises : .. .. 31,000
Overseas investments : .. .. .. .. 78,000

Total for 1950 .. 356,222

The financial support for these investments came from
the national budget, and thus, each year, it imposed upon
the people a restriction upon immediate consumption, in an
effort to put money into the future development of the
country. In fact, the difficulty experienced in balancing the
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. ni-
annual French Budget is merely a reflection of the mag

ent pro-
tude of the effort made. Each year thiv[?(;)e‘;‘(;rizzion II’JIan
posed the financial requirements of thel wer of sanction,
and the French Parliament had the fina PRV 5 5 50
both as to the sums granted and to their 2

sector of industry. Then, the detailed diStrﬂ:ucti(;);n?ifss%g
funds available wa.s made out by an .Ir:viitle;: Plan. Thus,
on the proposal of the Commissari king of the Plan we
taking the five year (1947'1951.) o i dustries covered by
find that the total investments in the lrfl ancs. A little over
the Monnet Plan was 3,800,000 million. 2¥ ciné and ordinary
half of this amount came from Sﬁ‘ﬁna;; from the special
credit facilities ; forty-one per €

f these spe-
modernisation and equipment ﬂgﬁfé iggnltl:;;;rt of Ameri-
cial funds was made up by the to those who would have

can a; as a surprise b to the
on i 18 may come 08 ST Ceniswould 00 e
nationalised industries to learn that oy

. i The re-
uch industries :
of the total investments went t0 t(sed to private and, mixed

Maining sixty per cent was gran as provided for by the
enterprises, and of this a thl?d t-w n funds."
overnment’s special modermsa 10

C. C Clump.

sthout any ethi-
was made wil .
O(:tlimitations which go with all

. h it
behaviour. Thoug
enquiries in the same field of human mination or made the

: iscri .
should not be accepted Wltho“t’ d%scstliﬁed some COnclusmqs
Dasis of hasty generalisatioilrslve;t illllvestigators. The first 1s
Which are confirmed by © . tendencies, facts or
that sei;ealc:nomalies are frequent; tendencies,

The famous Kinsey rep
cal valuation ‘and had all th
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actions which betray *fixated”, regressive or deviated
evolution of sexuality are far from unusual. The second is
that such anomalies are more frequent in groups which
show intellectual or spiritual preoccupations. The third is
that all the groups and all the individuals under study
appeared to make for a sexual ideal and equilibrium which
is never reached or achieved in a perfect and stable manner.

Those general conclusions, when related to the crucial
importance of sexuality in individual and collective life, go
to emphasise that sexuality is a primary sacial problem.
' Hence social workers can only rejoice to see it being tackled
" by competent medical and theological authorities. One of
the most recent studies comes from the Laennec Study
Centre ; it bears the title Vie Chrétienne et Problémes de la
Sexualité (Christian Life and Sex Problems).! It is from
the pen of Mare Oraison, Doctor in Theology and in Medi-
cine. Abbé Oraison brings to his subject the lucidity of
traditional theology, the erudition of sane psycho-analysis.
His cthical honesty is remarkably strict ; he does not shun
the delicate task of applying strict doctrine to up-to-date
problems, assimilates the sound conclusions of the latest
medical research and shows so strict an ethical sense that
he dares to be inexorable in his vrinciples and supple in
judging individual anomalies. His main ideas and leading
conclusions can only prove instructive to Christian social
workers.

After a review of the evolution and pathology of the

sexual instinct, the author approaches the metaphysical and «

theological aspects of sexuality. The live individual craves
for self-assertion and self-expansion ; it is within this in-
stinctive craving that sexuality should be ranged. Sexuality
is defined as a state, arising from the “ fact that mankind is
constituted in two complementary sexes whose union creates
life and a certain satisfaction of a natural instinet. The im-

pulse of this instinct is found in the whole range of psycho-

1 Paris: Lethielleux, 1952. Pp. 300. .
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l?gical as well as physical human activity V. This constx.tu-‘
Yional condition of man is sexuality in its broad sense, whilst
€rotism refers to the form of tension which aims at pleasur-
; able sensation. By itself the term conveys 10 idea of value
and should not be taken with a pejorative meaning. Sexua-
?lty is one of the basic realities in the human being, erotism
S rooted in the deepest depth of man, in “ zones which are
Undifferentiateq ”, Sexuality develops from birth and is
liable to deviations in the course of its dgvelopment: 'To‘
3dmit sexuality as a basic factor does not imply admitting
Pan-sexualism ; it is one thing to pretend that man 1s only a;
Sexual being or a “sex ” (a view which equates the Phy31tca
With the philosophical) ; it is quite another to note that l};e
Whole of the human being is conditioned in its act.mty v
its belonging to one sex or by his sexuality. This latte,r
*statemem does not mean that the sexual aspect of m?i s
Undamental dynamism is the only one, or that othe(xi's i i?
© instinct of self-protection, are ignored. ll\Iord. ﬁoeese !
Mean that there is no spiritual faculty sgemﬁca ly diierer
Om animal instincts! It only means £ that a worr:gr}tls
Womanly all along her range of development and ac “}"1‘_ 31’1’
Physical, physiological, psychological (a basic fact ‘;V 1C)
S lgnored by the advocates of indiscriminate cofe_du:g 1(;nas.
Ven a process as far away from the sexual n;s 1ne<; ua-'
Mathematjcal abstraction depends upon the concrete 3

1ty of the concrete subject in this sense that iti1 ist mz:}i(i aplcl)ts}.r
Sible only through an equilibrated use of that s t
rcise or along the line of its

Cither alon the line of its.exe :

d blimationg.” The typical tonality due to sex differences.
80es far beyond the procreative instinct.

—_—

oy, among others, A Text-book of Psychiatry by Hendfx:soz & %gfj:;‘e
(Oxford 1951) o; Practical Clinical Psyc%“;a”y by S"lle Ct'er’l Mcthodr
Ewalt (Philadelphia, 1051), R. Dalbics in Psychoalalti v0r. Fop, )
and the Doctrine of Freud (London. 1941) and M- 5. th elnilosophy
Man hgq Made to Man '-etain the method and cefute 1e };ts metho&.
“whilst R. Allers in The Successful Error {London, 1941) reje

and philosophy root and branch.
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The normal development of the sexual instinct is gene-
rally reduced to the following practical outline : oral and,
anal phases (relating to the zones of first satisfactions) in
the sucking infant ; Oedipus or Electra complex (attitudes
to the parent of the other sex) in the weaned child ;2 the
rise of the Super-Ego (budding conscience or bundle of
commands and prohibitions) which counters the preceding
complex ; the “ castration complex ” around which are crys-
tallized fears and disappointments, then a period of quies-
cence or sexual unconsciousness, all of which phases are
largely centred on the growing self. Then comes a critical
change at puberty in which the sexual instinct acquires de-
termined force and somatic localisation.

Physiological changes are accompanied by psychologi-
cal changes, which, however, are not exactly parallel,
The adolescent does not grow immediately aware of

the normal object of his instinct. He may be the victim |

of retarded auto-erotism and take to masturbating habits ;
or he may go through a period of bivalence (a psychologi-
cal tendency to either sex, which recalls the physical biva-
lence of embryonic life) and indulge in what are known
as “particular friendships ”.

Normally the slow and laborious evolution of sexuality
reaches its blossoming stage, allo-erotism or hetero-sexua-
lity, which when fully attained is logically achieved in the
mutual, final and exclusive surrender between two persons
of different sexes. A man who would have

any deviation or complication along normal lines would

possess in peace a healthy and mature sexuality that would ~

tend to a life-partnership with one woman, ; he would not
be tempted by the alluremnts of so-called “experiments”

2 Henderson & Gillespie (Op. Cit. P. 218) remark :
that Freud has chosen to clothe his deseription o
tendencies in terms of adul sexuality 7.

“It is unfortunate
f infantile affective

See also concise criticism of Freudianism by J o
ot » - .M -
lasticism and Politics- (Lon don, 1945). Y aritain in Scho

grown without
®oned. The facts of psychoa
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lica
Which are little else but reﬁnegl or at ;s?::ceft? P Alas!
Varieties of auto-erotism peculiar o aded with dangers,
each stage of sexual evolution 15 atten are the vietims of
Possible deviations, and accidents. Manynjc Jesions or defi-
such deviations ; we do not refer o Or%?en called * perver-
ciencies ; we have in mind what are o ors or misappre-
Sions vzrhich in reality are deviations, erf)fmal exercise of
ensions of the normal object or of the I:lggests such cases.
the sexual impulse. The Kinsey report i people who are
are num:rous, One must admit that ma 4

i ual evolution spoilfed
considered normal have had their sesx Al e e dis-

by more or less serious distgrban_ce about splits in their
equilibrium of their sexual life brings integrity of their
general psychism and damages ghethe force of habit,
judgment 7. Sexual deviations can, 1y ical statz and keep
}(;!come hardened traits ﬁf th;uﬁs);cthz Os%age of retarded 21'

e : th or the a : analysts
regrggs(;ivénie{fuillilt; Whatever certatmle:tsz;hl?t-e?atgurs
May pretcnd or whatzver be the g?rb- y such habits be-
like A, G;de may give to those deviations,

) : ence Or
bray nothing more glamorous than belated -adolescen

Tegressive infantilism.

Th> above data are drawn
ments of scientific analysis during
happily this scientific work has 1o Freud and his many
bhilosophical efforts of a like value. and with safe data
disciples lacked philosophical training

ly aban-
A ) g adays are largely
uilt up unsafe theories Whlcga?;:;’s arZ still waiting for a.

. “« analysis has
broper synthesis. As Dr. Dalbie? sald,taplslzgi(; of Isgve are-
Not yet got its Thomas Aquinas " Meml:ality.
available, not so the metaphysics of s¢ otes on such a
" Abbé Oraison is satisfled with . f?:lwasn follows: The
Philosophy. They may be summarlste ards self-assertion
living individual spontaneously tends oW 2 %0 % ong
and selfexpansion, It grows, developing 'vri)ty are closely’
Which self.protection, self-assertion, aggressivity &x% =

from the verified ‘experi-

i Un-
the last sixty years.
¢ been followed up with
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entangled with evolving sexuality. In a way the living indi-
vidual reaches its climax of growth when it becomes able to
reproduce itself in another being. The supreme self-assertion
Ais the procreation of another self. On the other hand this
self-assertion is intimately connected with its race or spe-
cies ; the procreation of another individual is limited to its
own species, it is a sharing in the continuation process of
the species. The other instincts, appetite, sleep, elimination,
-etc., are meant for the individual’s life ; without them it
would pcrish. Not so with the sexual instinct ; here muti-
lation does not prevent survival neither of the individual
which survives the operation nor of the species which can
be perpetuated by other individuals.

Sexual instinct is not only directed to the transmission
.of life ; barring asexual primitive types o# life, it also sup-
poses the fusion of two individuals. It therefors makes for
union of sexes. From the data of psychoanalysis, one could
.differentiat= between “ sexuality in its broad sense” as a
dezp and primary instinct towards the union of individuals
and “ genital sexuality ” as the vivid blossoming of this deep
.and primary instinct. Psychologically there is an abyss
between both, philosophically speaking there is no spzcific
difference between the primary dynamism and its derived
-current.

As far as biology is concerned, the sexual instinct in
"men and in animals appears to be the same. In the animal
it is regulated by a general law which works it as an auto-
matic dynamism. With man . (and here is the great differ®
ence) the automatism is reduced to small proportions ; there
.comes in a new factor, a new force: intelligence and free
‘will. Man is not a mere individual within a species, he is
a free agent ; he does not belong to the species, h2 first be-
longs to himself, h= is a free agent. From this very fact of
freedom, man can control, follow or shunt his sexual instinct.
‘Here we do not allude to pathological deviations through
retarded or misguided evolution. We mean that, theoretic-
_ally speaking, man can choosé t6 exercize or refrain his
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sexual activity ; he can keep union and procreation sgp:-
Tated, seek the one and refuse the other: he can d1s1?12c1a e
Means and ends, and break up ngtural harmony. . e ;;an
'€ven suspend this particular activity for the sal;e ': 1;};1 : e}xl'
(intellectual or spiritual) pursuits. Sexual activity w 1(cm
Tuns through the whole living creation depends (lin ma? on
4 new, specific and transcending factor, the freedom o
Soul, .
On the other hand when we study concrete mankind

¢lose; i el phenomenon, a deep
clossly, we are struck with a nov vi\I:idly. Aars glorious

conflict which Freud brought out S0 .

eedom exists undoubtedly, but only 1n 2 fr;%r:t? tz;‘lz
condition ; the exercise of his liberty is rarelysa.s o hexi s
cess, it is often badly clogged or hampered, SCIEnce

Solve that puzzle of our freedom and of its mlrier c.logg:slfié
divine revelation, as recorded in the Bible. esaivnla)ga ol
e elucubrations of psychoanalysts who tres};:as 55 of some
oreign to them, Abbé Oraison recalls the ;c{ eor:; s of som®
Specialists in exegesis about mgn’S_Fé}H- 8 (’lentalia L
Obpens in Analecta Lovaniensia Biblict et Ori .

It cannot be denied that the essential evil in Ad:;?’:n S;;l
Was pridz ; it is so in all sins, forin gach and 2152,3; exf)ress-
buts the actual decision of his free will above

will. At the same tims, the narr;five oittha%:r:::;l; dh ?‘slsz
i eor
Sensual, even a sexual colourmsg. siﬁa o '}I’h o ore so that

h elz id be most desira .
here Sézr?sts t‘gm‘t];e some connection O other s‘:eﬁ;:l}:ﬁ
the s:xua] and the religious. We meet'w.lth 3.520 we have
Many a natural religion. )n the Christian st ,of © etien
the Cantjcle of Canticles, we have the languag;e{ . wb; vt
Sfrowed from the vocabulary of human love. fs‘; to love
SVen an archetype of mankind's universal ImpHEe O 6
ahd generation, of what is initselfa perfectwn’,‘tn e e duly
and Archetypé of all perfsctions? Would 1 ] (Ie.;o e
old to ses the infinitely perfect archetype ol
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al force of cosmic dimensions

i t
failed to reach its achievement in man b}fp;l(;lse (?lfo :ergg:ei:
rious disorder in the early days pf man 1l .the o e

< vation also notes the failings of individuals,

1 lity
i i development of thelr sexua
they experience during ﬂtl}fe disordzrs are so many that the

a thwarting of a basic force.

Generation in the very Trinitarian. life ? Could we not, suspect that this fun dament

unless we turn Manicheans, find in that primary biological
law of man, some analogy, distant but real, of the Trinita-
rian Truth 7 R v .

Sex pow:rs are certéinly f_rqm the Author of a creation ’

which He declared to be good.” With than they enter the and its normal exzrcise : '
world of intelligence and will ; they perméat(lal }ﬂm as mat- ca:le lct); II;erfect sex equilibrium 1s eXtreme!YtF;:e tI::) 3;‘11:;:
ter pzrmeates him. They are more than a detail of a foot- to cure, mend, or at least tone down such n é o ] trath
print, they become part and parcel of one who was made in spiritua’I truth and comfort are necessary. q 1? sound in é
God’s image. It is at this point that the philosophy of sex and comfort, guidance and strength woul teh o o face
‘calls for the attention and assistance of theologians. "Would theology of sex. From it one could expec ee Yg) N
it be impossible to evolve a theology of sex, so as to harmo- realities of ideal and disorder, to repair damzli_g t’ wer
nise the contents of revelation and the data of experimental assist the necessary sublimation of a most delicate p
science ? ’ ' in man.

Social workers would welcome the assistance of their ) A. Lallemond.
colleagucs who labour on the higher peaks of knowledge. i +
They would have their field free from a flurried prudery e

which takes sex and marriage as something shameful and
which talks Latin as soon as it treats of a subject about ' :
which clear notions would be most desirable for unscholar- ‘ :
ly people. The prophets and evangelists of old, the theolo- SOCI AL CH RONICLE
gians of the Middle Ages showed, much of that chaste sim- '

licity which is so useful in tasks of rehabilitation. The Nagas : )
’ The visit of Pandit Nehru in Assam was more than a

ry. Th
triumphal spectacular "°“”f‘e§ 1: agssNth:etE: glfricr%‘;nlf/gistei
fact that he was accompar’e 0 gur;na s’hows that the ques-

of Burma, and crossed over t dered. Those wild tracts are

Moral rehabilitation work calls for the light and assist-
ance of philesophy and theology. At every step one meets
with tangible proofs of man’s degeneration, conflicts, ten-

sions, deviations, mutilations, etc. Everywhe , i i

traces of sin. Psycho-analysts, like Freu_d,ynotege“ I?Ste o:;ll];;:r Hon of the frzr;tzie:;s x‘::ni?rg‘nce China and Tibet are not
a conflict but an innate sense of psychological guilt in in- becoming mothe bc?rders.

fants ”, a guilt which does not imply moral responsibility far off from . the Naga tribes is becoming
but a native feeling of a break with something great ’Wa; " A common policy towards eas e as for India, New
not this like fingering one of the consequences of o'riginaI more and more urgent for Bull'\rlt;;ru by British officials and
sin ? And all along man’s sexual evolution, we have dis- ideas sown, according tt: x;ér are growing. Like the An-
orders of various degrees, a general tendency to deviations, ﬁ‘g:sa?’:ge&a“g’g:kxlagm agn indépende!it'Stabe; Under A. Z.

" « ) .called Naga National Council,
! Cf. Comelius a Lapide, In Gen. IT, 21, - L Phizo, the leader of the so-cal g
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roubles were fomented fr

tags < om Burma. i _
stagsd a walk-out during the speech of ﬂle‘gani%};nn’flze;;gg?

son wa
s that they were not allowed to present a welcome

address, covering a me i
pend:int state. They r:flg::gdum’ asking for a Naga inde-

the autonomous Distri
. ct C i s A
five or six districts. ouncils which are functioning ir

At Gaubati the Kon '
: yak Nag .
demand of independence and affirmed thas they o b
within the boundaries of the Indian Union ey will remain

One of the grievances 2 i
damages will be § paid f?rstfet?JssIZ:l;T;f fross Pt be met
ing the Anglo-Japanese war. : mned by them dus:
Manipur State will have an Advisory Couneil
@ At 1Lush::u the Pan@it opened a road, which is oné of
ose planned to be rapidly built across Tribal A °
cost of Rs. 2.5 crores. ssem st 2
‘ Morz peaceful relations between Naga tri
:igiz zfl eth:i‘ g}ixdo-}?u;‘mz;l frontiers havge tongzs el};)ez(t)zg
: e chiefs, Ponnyo, {
head-huntiqg expedition to Irslrdia“;}:l(:i tg)(; Zeigsrvaegs(’: lid o
?{ea?s promised to pay Rs. 15,000 in kind as compensot' 90
e and the chief of Tsawlaw took a very sacred ¢ th e
wage war or head-hunting expeditions. Nehr ok
peace and shovyed that people like of those of M ke of
co-operated with the Indian -Government oL p R
wardsd and those keeping aloof would hax';n ‘:}(:uld e re-
A goodwill Mission will be sent to the Duro zzselves‘
ro.

'

THE ADIBASIS .

Adibasis in Bihar do not claim ;
a

but from the Hindu majority hic

them and will, they fear, con’t

The question may be

ndependence from Indi ‘
 Inde ndia,
Which, in the past, oppressed
Inue to oppress them.

ber of people able to dp ut: have they a sufficient num-
a )
doubts their capacitl to d imister, not a village, (nobody

to.make i 0 50), but larger t -' |
ake its economy synchronise withgthe Ir‘licttif)x?:llzlnlg;;?d

to have anything to do with ;

‘;-'Ven drinking water.

‘Medjate wags the only thing that

88 in some parts of the cour
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At Pechartal, Tripura, 500 delegates asked for more-
schools and the introduction of the Panchayat system.

At Cuttack on the occasion of the annual tribal and.
welfare exhibition, a review of the work done in favour of
Adibasis was presented ; 30 full ashrams are in working
order caring for the education of 1053 boys at the cost of
Rs. 4.6 lakhs and 540 sevashrams costing 6 lakhs cater for
the education of 20,000 boys of which 1,672 belong to the
scheduled tribes and 4,000 to the scheduled castes ; 24 multi-
co-operatives are actually working, 224 wells have been dug
and 1,143 families have been settled in 33 colonies.

The Adibasis are asked to give up their isolationism,
which looks to them as the only means of protection.

From Madras comes a complaint of Mr. L. N. Rao of the
Servants of India Society. The Tribes Advisory Council

. established in 1951 did not meet even once it was entrusted

with the education and economic interests of the tribes.

In Madras also the non-speaking Telugu tribes are
greatly concerned over the formation of the New Andhra
State and hope to be excluded from it. ;

. o otricken area, instead of the

In mbay famine stric : ; .
Usual t\:r};em]zfxths %uly and August:l on & st'arvatgn dlelt; of

) so since December.

Toots a ey have had to 40 .
ey Crct?ngf;isédtht&t in some sectors of the ?ﬁffe‘?: rnko’
their pay has been withheld for three week:st th;re is not.
work for them in the jungie; close to the €0

In Assam, Pandit Nehru pointed out th;t wl?liif:fdg r,fcs,:
Was introduced into remote corners of Indi3,

’ : ; few, as if what is im-
b.e looked upon with too parochial x:a}c tl:re"d. boople should
look at things in a larger perspective- \ pat it should not
. 'The stu-
oour ; else it would increase l_byx_nentf Laboar,
of the dignity 0 r-

dﬂmS should keep up the idea of Wit

@
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M_r. G. S. Bajpai, Governor of Bombay, asserted that
the tzijal people in India constituted a challenge to our
-capacity to solve the problems of harmonious and progres-
sive coexistence. For political as well as strategic reasons,
he went on, there was an urgency about the problem in
North-East India, which did not exist elsewhere because the
North Eastern Frontier has assumed the same political and
strategic importance as the North Western Frontier had be-
fore the second world war.

The Governor referred to the suspicion tribal people
entertained about their aivanced brethren, and said that
the problem was how to overcome that suspicion without
destroying the cultural values of the tribes. This task
needed knowledge of their history and culture. Only then,
could one win their confidence. :

So far, said he, it was the foreign missionaries who
worked for the social and economic improvement of the ¥
tribal people ; now the task has fallen to Indians, not only
as individuals but as a nation. India has a social, political
and moral obligation to strive to advance them along the
path of civilisation. To cope with the work, field-workers,
official and non-official, were needed and they should be
men ready to work with and for the aborigines. A tho-
rough knowledge of anthropology was the first requisite
for such a task.

MERGING OF RAILWAY FEDERATIONS

The All-India Railwaymen’s Federation and the Indiax,
National Railway Workers Federation agreed o merge in
a single body : The National Federation of In‘dian.Railway—‘
men. A joint statement by Mr. J. P. Narain, President of
the AIRF and Mr. Hariharnath Shastri, President of the
INRFW, said that the instrument of amalgamation would
be ratified later by the two organizations,

" ./The mew organisation will have its Headquarters, at
Delhi. A Working Committee ‘of 34 members will be 5ét
up. to function for one- year. . Mr. Hariharnath Shastri; Pré

Gencral Secretary, Mr. J. P.
will be included in this

ent Railways will have

fident, Mr, S. Guruswamy, :
Narain and Mr. Khandubhai Desal
Committee. Each union in Governm

<tWo seats.
The pumber of unions
Federation will first be restri

SiX railway zones from each si Ourss
Six monthé, this number will be reduced to one from each

railway. The affiliated unions, other than those of t};; S‘;?te
RailWaYS, will only have the status of a55f301ate mem r’sm;%
Where existing unions are afﬁliatgd ‘exthex.‘lto tlie {N e
or to Hind Mazdoor Sabha, such affiliation w1 .1 no §ﬂan ! ;n
the way of amalgamation, but the amalgamation Wi n; o
automatic disaffiliation from the central trade-union org

Nization concerned. . : _
M During the transition, individu'al unions onheaé:;h Zarlalti
Way will collabarate wherever possible to rr}eej; tla :Sn L
anager, divisional or district officers at periodica I.ne i gl;
The New Federation intends to do construc’m;i wosre 5
financially for the betterment of its members and thus

Up an example to other workers’ Unions.
ACHARYA VINOBA BHAVE'S MO_VEMEN: :
44.8 millions of Indians are landless cultlvatmis: 2trfh)e’
only on the Government’s action is to pl:ace 'cqmpufsxon o
usis of social reforms with the dissatl_sfactlon of a fder of
the public, Doubtless the State must interfere 1:1 cg.sorder—
Wsure justice and stability in the country agains

¥ elements. , B
Acharya Vinoba Bhave wants to see the ovlvne;st?)f :o}ig
Sstates come of their own accord.and ?ffer anh lo the
landless, Being voluntary these gifts will nlo'f a
taste of bitterness which often follows co'mpu szo.n. 03
The results are handsome. At E}'ode in 150 Z;Slégg::res .
acres, 13 bulls, and 5 sets of plough ; It I\Aa.la‘]oar1 300 acr .
in Madras 556’ acres of which 205 1/6 of a single aonor;
Jaipur 25,000 bighas ; in Hyderabad 35,295 actes.

affiliated to the amalgamated
cted to one from each of the
de. In the course of the next
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At the end of January the tolal reached 600,000 acres.
Up to now Bengal lags behind the other States on account
of the Refugee question but hopes to yield 200,000 acres.

Not only does the Acharya accept gifts of land, but also
gifts in nature and even money which is distributed to land- *
less workers.

If the results are appreciable, they are little when com-
pared with the needs. Acharya refuses the implication that
his movement has been started to fight the menace of Com-
munism but it will have, if it succeeds further, the result of
setting at naught the claims of the Marxists.

The moral result is even more appreciable. It creates
an atmosphere of goodwill between landlords and workers.
It focusses the attention of the rich on the condition of the
poor too often ignored, and tries to replace selfishness with
the spirit of sacrifice. One thing astonished the friends of ¢
the Acharya, his funeral oration of Stalin, as if Stalin had ™
been a man deserving of humanity.

For the Acharya the land of the temples belongs {o the
people, or at least it should be employed for the people ; no
new gift should be made to temples but to the workers. In
the same line the Minister of Hindu Endowment Funds of
Madras intends to divert a part of the fabulous resources of
the temples to foster orphanages and social works.

Of course there are incidents in the campaign. At Di-
brugarh Akhid Ahmed was furious because of his gift of
187 bighas was not trumpeted abroad. He was told that his,
threat to take back the land is useless, because once given.
it cannot legally be taken back. Those gifts are not for self-

advertisenfefit«Put at least they should be public enough
o avmd the«suspzcion of mcomplete accounts, '




PRACTICAL CITIZENSHIP

(by C.C. Clump s.j.)

A text-book intenced for Secondary Schools. Part 1
acquaints the young citizen with the Civics of daily life;
Part II gives him the principles of civie life and our Indian
Administration, according to our Constitution; Part III
develops, in some detail, certain features of man’s life in
society.

An excellent precis in 83 pages of all a High school boy
or girl should know of the national life.

Price: Re. 1/- postage extra

SOVIET LIFE SERIES

A series of 10 two-page fly-sheets on Soviet freedom,
education, wages and prices, slave labour, ete.

Rs. 8-8-0 per thousand, plus postage.
Re. 1-0-0 per hundred, plus postage.

TOO MANY OF US ?
By A. Nevett
Demi 8vo. 200 pp.
Price: Rs. 3/10; 6sh.; 1 $ or equivalent exchange

Write to :— .
THE InpIAN INSTITUTE OF SociaL ORper

4 BOAT CLUB ROAD



REGD. NO. M-5888
SOCIAL ACTION

Social Action is a monthly devoted to social prok
lems, and is under the direction of the I. I. S, O.

The Editorial Board do not necessarily endorse tt
individual views of contributors,

The yearly subscription is Rs, 4 or6s.6d.,or$15

Manuscripts, subscriptions, advertisements and re
mittances should be addressed to The Manager, Socic
Action, 4, Boat Club Road, POONA 1.

The Manager does not take any responsibility fo.
any Manuscript that may be lost. Manuscripts offeres
for publication should be accompanied by a stampec

addressed envelope to secure their return in case they
are not accepted. '

Cheques if not drafted on a Poona Bank shoul¢
cover the clearing commission,
V.P. P, charges are extra.
> gInland Money Orders or International Money Or
derstare the best means of payment,

‘INDIAN INSTITUTE OF SOCIAL ORDER

AIMS axND OsjEeTs - .
1. To spread the social teachings of the Catholic
Church, : )
2. To provide thecretical and practical training for
social workers,
3. To serve as a centre of information about Catho-
lie social works,
PrrsonneL
The 1. I. S. O. was started at Poona on January 8,
1951 and is at present staffed by the following members
of the Society of Jesus :
Rev, J. D'Souza, Director, Rev. C. C. Clump, A. Fon-
seca, E. Gathier, A. Lallemand, and A. Nevett.

Edited by A. Lallemand, Indian Institute of Socia] Order, Pocna 1
Printed and published by M. A, Thamburaj, De Nobili Press,
K. Pudur P, 0., Maduraj,
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