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Neither Sccial Lcducation nor &-‘{S L
Democracy can be made a PR
Success without Adult Literacy V~

People who wax eloguent about Social Educat
being given priority over Adult Literacy, incident:
almost discouraging and tidiculing the latter, ha
not done full justice to the subject

It is wrong to imagine any divergence betwe
Primary Education and adult'Education which are e
plementary and must receive equal attention. Neit
the one nor the other can be neglected, in terms
priorities. With his cultivated mind, the aduit can
come Literate within three months, and then make‘(
gress through self-education. 1he crux of the prob.
is to make the adult see the value and urgency
literacy which is the key to all knowledge. S A
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EDITORIAL

The Fouith Indian National Seminar, Bikram (Bibar)

By far the most demccratically
conducted Indian National Seminar
so far on Social [Xducation appears to
be the Bikram Seminar over which
our Editor Sri G. Harisarvothama
Rau, M. A, presided as the Director.
The Draft Working Paper he had
prepared was itself very exhaustive
touching all types and varieties of
Social Education Work, and review-
ing much of the training that is now
in vorue in the country. Suggcstions
and criticisins having been received.
he tried to incorpoerale every point
that was urged. At the Seminar the
Delegates were all divided into five
Groups and Leaders were elected by
the Groups themselves. Following
the lines of the Working Paper the
subject was divided into five Sec-
tions. Though the subject was so
divided each one of the Groups
was required to discuss all the Sec-
Aions at one Section a day. Repor-
jters were appointed in every Group.
The l.eaders received assistance
from these reporters and prepared
a report of the discussions in the
Group for the day and sent 1t on to
the Secretary-General who prepared

4 consolidated report out of the
five qistinet Group reports. It was
brought before the Steering Com.
mittee which consisted of the Direc-
tor, the Associate Director, the
secretary-General, five Leaders of
the five Groups and three others.
The Leaders were first required to
read the consolidated report and tell
the Steering Cemmittee whether
the report was essentially true to
the position taken up by the Group.
They supplied, at that stage, any
deficiencies and corrected any smal
inaccuracy. A sub-committee of the
Steering Committee went through
the draft and touched it up in regard
to the language. The Steering
Committee considered the final form
and put it before the succeeding
Plenary Sessions. The Plenary
Session  discussed the  paper
presented. and approved of it
as its own  Recommendation.
While the Groups were in session

the Director and the Associate
Director constantly went round,
assisted the Groups when | re-

quested and
suggestions.

occasionally made
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. It is reported tRatjithis system
warked admirably sefwell.  Every

Detegate had his ¢ every topic,
if he.chose, botha@l/Ahe Group dis-
cusston and” ips#he’Plenary Session,
though there is10 doubt that some-
times the old guard could not help
assuming some importance.

The Bikram Seminar was also a
departure from the usual in that it
was held in rural atmosphere. The
place chosen was about 32 miles
from Patna. Not only that, it is
actually the premises” of 2 Basic
Training Institution. There was all
the simplicity of a rural area in most
matters, even the Sanitary arrange-
ments being of the Gandhian type.
The rural atmosphere was a  bit
marred, however, by the food
arrangements made, which were in
the bands of a metropolitan caterer
from Patna, with all the parapher-
nalia of plates, forks, spoons, chains
and tables and a charge of Rs. 5-8-()
a day. This was felt as incongruous
and expensive. The Seminar was
unanimous in its opinion that food
arrangements more in keeping with
rural life should hereafter be adopt-
ed. In other matters also some
difficulty would appear to have been
felt. The place being too far from
a proper urban centre, a good lib-
rary was not within easy reach ang
the difficulty of transport also wag
badly felt, more especially when for
some reason or other, the arrange-
ments made by the Reception Com-
mittee broke down somewhere.
Therefore, it appears best that the
rural place chosen should be sueh as
does not present transport problems.
Such defects as have appeared
should be avoided. But the swing
should not be to holding the Semi.
nars outside rural areas, in towns
and cities.

ADULT EDUCATION REVIEW

However well a working plan may
be devised there slill remain some
defects. Difference of opinion is$
always found to be there—due to-
different outlooks and different
temperaments. The Groups were
therefore called upon to make their
own suggestions in recard to the
conduct of our Seminars. Such
suggestions as were made have
been referred to the Indian Adult
Education Association. The Asso-
ciation has been requested to circu-
late a questionnaric to members
based upon these sugpestions and
codify what may be called procedu-

ral details for the guidance of future
Seminars.

The Seminar, within the time
allotted toit, could not surely pregare
detalled_ syllabuses to cover the
whole field of Social Education. It
could but frame schemes Injregard to
dlffere.nt_ types and different éspects
of training and leave the work of
draftmg syllabuses to anp expert
Committee. Itis to be hoped that
this Committee will prepare the
syllabuses required sufficiently early.

A number of papers were read at
the Seminar. A few of them were
In general terms and a number more
were experiences narrated by field
workers. The discussions were very
hvely,'more especially on the paper
on literacy read by Sri A. G.
Vilva Roy from Madras who
advocated aseparate literacy service.
Talks were  given by certain
eminent friends like the Edyca-
tion Secretary, the Commissioner,
Patna, ete. The House askeq the
questions after the talks and a very
friendly exchange of views tooi
place. The Education Secretary
appeared to have devoted much
thought to the problem of Social

(Continued on page 12)
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d Adult Education
growth of

is essential to the
Democracy

Sri T. Madhiah Gowda’s Broadcast

The following is the full text of the Broadcast at the A.I. R, Mysore ou the
19th October 1953 by Sii T, Madhiah Gowaa, M. P., and President of the Mvsore State

Aduilt Education Council, Mysore :—

Adnlt Kdurarion has ¢ngaged the attention of all thinking men in the East
and the West, To cducate a clold is to educate a {uture citizen; but to educate an

adnit is to educate the imulediate citizen,

It is rightiv said that what sculpture is to a

block of marble, Adult Education is to the developed humau soul.

The education of an adult disinters and
brings to light the good and the great
concealed in him.  The Adult Kducation-
ist, more than a toacher 1 the schooi,
discipiines the feciings, restrains the
passions, iuspites the woithvy 1wolves,
instils the profound religious feelings and
inculeates the pure morality in the acuit
and trains him to be a worthv citizen of a
democratic countiv. Theae are many
threats which corrode in the social iabric
of auv free counuv., One such threat is
illiteracy. ‘The intellectuals, the political
leaders and the well-wishers of a country
have to put their hearts and heads together
to face the stupcudous task of educating the
adults.

The Western Nations such as the United
States of America and the United King-
dom, faster the growth of Adult Education
more than auv other country. Iu the
United States of America where alp195t
everybody is a literate, at least 10.3 of the

opulation, it is said. is regularlvattending
Adult Education classes, In England the
allotment for Adult Education in the educa-
tion budget is nearly 25 per cent of the total
pudget. Needless to say that in a country
like ours where 85 per cent of the totgl
jopulation are illiterate and steeped in
ignorance, the problem of Adult Education
is the first and foremost to be dealt with.
e Demands of Democracy' '
I We have accepted in our Constitution, a
democratic Republic for our country which
implies that the li_:e 15 to bf? p]anned_on
democratic principles, It s impossible
that ignorant people can ever hope to
puild up a stable democracy. The Democ-

ratic wav ot lire is hased on the presump-
tion that every one, without exception
whatzoever, should participate in the life
of tie State aud contrtbute his or her mite
inteliigently to its growth aud progress,
Such intelligent contribmion can never be
imagined in a country the bulk of whose
population is ilhterate. The uneducated
or the iil-educated will be a burden to the
countrv, aud will coutnibute in a very
great measure to the degeneration of
democracy. In the interest of democracy
it is essential to educate the uneducated
adult. The education of the adult teaches
himn to live a fuller, richer and more inte-
resting and useful lite than otherwise, and
also it equips him for a more intelligent
citizenship in a democratic State. It
endows the lives of adults with the inspi-
ration of a living mission. The system of
Adult Education should meet the require-
ments of the individual first and then those
of the society. The Adult Educationists
plan their system after having studied the

_muiti-phases of life,~the individual’s curic=

sity on political, social, economic, scientific,
ethical, religious and philosophic planes.
They endeavour to stimulate, enrich and
open up new vistas and enlarge horizous
and influence curiosity., Their endeavour
will result in the improvement of the coun-
try’s cultural life. It is a recognised fact
that education is a lifé-long process, direc-
ted towards better realisation of life,
A Political Necessity

With the advent of Sovereign Democe
ratic Republic, Adult KEducation has
acquired a political necessity in our country,
In a democratic form of Government,
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public activities have ultimatelv to receive
sanction from the common man. The adult
franchise which enfranchises every adnlt,
either educared or uneducated, islaid down
in our Constitution, Itis g great act of
faith, Thisact of raith is fully justified, and
it is to be justified for all time to come.
The adults shiould be made to exercice their
franchise discreetly.
expect that the iliiterate ang ignorant mass
of people do alwass exercice their franchise
intelligently, A demagogne alwav
to exploit the gullible public.
nothing miore dangerons (o tiie stabilitv of
a country than the demagogue arising afd
converting the iiliterate ang the ignorant
mob to his side, We ought to prepare
ourselves against such dape :

; vers and risks
which beset g nation. The hard-own
freedom m

ight be lost sooner or later, if
we do not educate our adults and train

them to cxercise their franchise discreetlv,
Illiteracy represents a sore spot in  the
body  politic. Hence, all  reasonable
men have to agree that the education of
the masses must be regarded as of
supreme importance and given top priority
among the functions of the Government,
There is another reason why education
should be spread rapidly among the wasses
of our country. We are far behind the
countries of the world economically and
socially. If one looks at the advanced
Western countries, perhaps, one has to
accept that we are still at the stage ot
passing from the medieval to the modery,
The progress of our agrienlture ang
industries is far from satistactory., The
condition of our people—hoth agricultu-
rists and lobourers—is anything but satjg-
factorv. Tlhie chiil penury of our pzople
is undoubtedly at the root of all ihese evils.
The removal of poverty depends upon the
efficiency and increased skill of the workers,
How are we going to make them more
efficient and produce more ? It can be done
only by filling their empty minds with g
keen desire toadvance. ‘The advancement
of a comntry depends upon the economic
conditions. Kconomic stability devends
upon the education of the mass of our peo-
pfe. National progress depends upon  the
individual’s industry, energy and upright-

It is too much 1o

S awalty
There is

tess and national decay is dne to indivi-
dual idleness und selfishuess, which are all
the seeds or literacv. Itis absolutely essen-
tial that India’s masses sl :
at the earliest possible time,

Antidote t; Social evils

Adult Education is needed 6o tone up
the social lite in fudig, The fenorance of
the masses 1s mainly responsible for many
social  viviseations, dreadful supersitions,
the shameciul system of untouchahiijty and
a host of other customs nyd _m‘actiusvinju-
rious to tie stability of a country. No
lover of the eountry can toivrate the per-
sistence ot the seciaj alld economic evils
any longer,

Adplt Education helps an individual to
keep in touch with the culture of a conay v,
The cultura) content of Adult ’
tion ueeds 1o be mentioned wliey we are
ta}ikmg about the Nhortance ot Adult
Education, Culinre is the wav of life of a
people trom birth to the grave; from morn-
ng to night. The culture of 5 countrv
1s the characteristic .
Thouglh the marks of cul
wmodified by time ang contact,the distinetjve
core tenaciously persists, Indian culture
pas a great tradition, [t ig found in the
lves ol our great epic heroes.  Qyy epics
appeal to our sense of Moral and «piritual
yalues. The aimn ot ouy Adult Fdncation
18 10 harness theve ereat literary work’s and
put thum across to the people iy the light
of the contemporary way of life, Si11)i];1;ix'
the emotional content of Adult K ncazidx;
shouid consist of equipping the people
with capacity to appreciate and enjoy
(()lther mgms of literature suc as poetry,
Tama, hction 2nd also fine arte Jipo v o
dance and painting, st ke musie,

It is the aim of
after independance

11‘ 3 -
La1cany

tiure aje gradually

our national leaders

3 has  been won to
rebuiid our country on the foundations of

our rich and ancjent traditions apd enl.
t.‘fre' I order that India might shinis
lm_e a bright star in firmament of nations.’
It is a foregone conclusion that no material
advaucement js possible in g country
wh‘ere collossal ignorance and illiteracy
exist. If our Co-operative movement has
not taken root for the last four or five

touid Le ecucatcd

way of s Jife.

decades inspite of the best efforts, ”\ ()‘.1'2;
cottage industries have nm‘(.hrwr.en m r“ ‘
of many sincere atienipts, i our econonic
condition remains at its l(?west‘ ebb, if our
childrcu'’s weliare and eduncation 1.‘<:mamv
still a dismal tale, itis brzcause of uhztrag
and 1enotance, It there is anv one panacea
for all these innum-rable evils, }t s t\ne
education of the adult, and Adult 1}611;&;
tion only, Our people are the makers of

hoo ool wre Government
our country, and ey oot e Governm

they chicose, Thev can no jong=r a‘fj‘oril t(’)
remain in a slothiul mood sayiny, W hat
does it matter, whether Rama ruies Or
Ravana rules ? " o

Education is the only method by which
an individual can rise to the viry hereit ot

his capacitv.  Whuen wo b qoouc the un-

lift of the mass s, we must provide th‘e;m
" 3 N 2 i hyeeye othot

an opportumly to educate e, i

they shotld be able w realive and ac}neye
the best that is in thew.  Eduncation is the
only iustrument, and powsiini jnsliinent
too, to enable the ind:vidual 10 realise 'm?'
destinv,  his cupaciiy, bz oabiity and
potenrialities to the tuliest stattriy and o
coutribute his ntmost to the good of tie
country,

Illiteracy must go -

Today, when we are talking of Aoiult
Education (or Social Educatx.()_n as it has
also been called), we ate not tah;'.ng merely
of the eradication of iihteracy.  Literacy is
only a means and not an end in itseif. It
is, no doubt, tue that in our un!ortnnat‘e
country where only about 15 per cent are
literate, liquidation of illjteracy fax a:\\.s:nn:uf
very great importance. Wirn printing
facilities have increas:d, when our peodle
have more leisure on account of the many
inventions of Jabour saving d: vices, \;v}ch
such leisure bas to be properlv uscd ror
reading books and n« wspapers and }\'Iwn’ (:Vur
people, in the matter of the exercise of the
franchise, will have to use the ballot pAperS
rightly and dimr&:@ly, it is an imperative
requirement to make aH‘mc adults Iiterate,
Our edifice of Aduit Education will not
stand if we are to build it on the munqa-—f
tion of the peop(lie’s complete ignorance o

ritten word. i

the vyl‘he ancient methods and {nedl.; :f
imparting Adult Education like the village

7
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theatre, the ballad singers, Hanke}.tha
institutions, the practice of (ia1l_}" reading
of the Puranas cn the viilage pial, kuo\.vn
as Vachana, VYatras or the community
travel to the places of religlons interest,
the Jathras or the congregation of pzople
for some religious or social runctions, have
eontributed a cood deal for 1mparting
puowiodee and providing entertamment,
Noboas can deny the fact thatthe carvings
anc paincu s and the ex'm'l)i'mn} o dancing
i OnT tomipies are intended to level up the
educational ~tundatd of our poople.

The etficacy and valne of the modern
methi e of Adnlt Edncmi(ap are mostly
based on sulouidic alds and they need
special wenton.  Theyare, apait from ':he
oLt materials required for Li‘.x;_lzqmu‘at\on
of iiliteracy, and ine pm‘mng o1 .uaeu'u‘and
proper hterainre, the ﬁlm, 1'2-‘(11(‘)., picture,
pinv o cards, posters,  lenern slides and
sramnphione,  These have special s1g1?:;ﬁl-
cance in the movement and will prove with
the iiliterate masses not <>11]_\" s;nperb
attractions to make Il]tl]l‘:hst'l]!blt. m the
class-rooll or lecture hail, but w.111. ‘Scn‘d
hom:= the lessouns w-ith gl'c'at(:r \‘1‘wmle?si
aud speed than can be done by tire ora
vord even of the best educators.

The radio, esvetialy, 1s a vei';y im‘portgnt
adjuuct 1o 1mass tdm;aiwn. )l‘oa(icaftx‘ng
is being largely resorted o, for the‘ec‘xuu'i—
tion ot children, as well as the aduits in
varivis  advanced countries, ‘ .111018, as a
vast country with scattered \'ll'zangs, with
difficulties of trau-port, and with a large
vopuiation  to be educated in the very
rudiunents of literacy and education, cffers
immense possibilities  for educating the
aduits through broadcasting. .

Annnal shows, competitions, exhibitions,
demonstrations, travelling train shows and
museuts are sources used to prov1deﬂedu-
cation and inforimation by the direct
method. '

In short, Adult Ilducation is a stupen-
dons task, and it is to be face_d by one aqd
all who hias a svuse of patrio!xs.m. He will
have to strive everv bit of his energy to
educate the adults in oidet to fit them for
the enjoy mentof their leyitimate rights and
the discharge of their equallv incumbent
responsibilities. ‘JAI HIND’
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All-India Social Education Day

celebration in Bombay

The All-India Social Education Day was enthusiastically celebrated on Sundav
1st November 1953 all over Gicater Bombay by thie Bombay City Social Kducation
Committee with a fuil day programme of D'rabhat Feries, mectings, oroup discussions,

and a debate ou compulsion in Social Education, The Government of India had direc—
ted that the dav should be observed throughout India to give an impeins o the Qacial
Education movement and to whip up public suppoert and co-operation for the movement,

Compulsion in Social Education

In the morning Social Education
workers led by Shri K.B. Kasotia, Deputy
Social Education Officer, went round in
Prabhat Feries in the Delisle Road area.
A programme of “ Bhoopali singing >’ was
arranged at Parel. At a well.attended
meeting of Social Education workers at
Shirodker High School hall a debate was
held the subject being *‘To make demo.
cracy real and effective the attainment of
literacy within five yerrs shouid be made
compulsory for every illiterate person
between the ages of 18 and 45 years with.
in five vears.”” Shri K. T. Mantri, Vice-
President of the Bombay City Social Edu.
‘cation Commnittee, presided over - the
meeting. Amongst the persons who
participating in the debate Shri S. N.
Shivtarkar, M 1.A. Sri P. T. Borale, Smt,
Maniben Désai and Shri K. B Kasotia
supported the proposition, while Shri Ram
Sahay Pande, Dr. R.B More, Shri V. L.
Kelshikar and Shri S.W.A. Rizwi opposed
it. The resolution was adopted by an
overwhelming majority and later on it was
unanimously decided to forward the
" resolution to the Government of Bombay.

Entertainment for Prisoners

In the afternoon, Dr. Mrs. Leela Phadke
addressed a meeting of women at Saitan
Choki, while Srimati Shufi Tyabji presid.
ed at a meeting of Muslim women at
Omer Hall, Nul Bazar. About seven
hundred prisoners at Worli Prison were
treated to an enjoyable entertainment
and culture programme by the Com-
mittee’s amateur artistes. Shri J. K.
Ladivala, presiding over the function,
stressed the need of Social Education for
all illiterates, but more _especially for the
prison inmates with a view to rehabilitat
ing them when they would be released.

Social Education Key to Progress
In the evening, Mr. Champaklal G.
Modi, President of the Bombay City Social

Education Committee, presiding at the
main function of the day at Delisle Road,
said: ‘“The very fuct that this dav is
observed on an All-India scale showed the
im'portance of the problem of eradivating
illiteracy and ignorance for the masses of
India, and the Government of India
desegv_e to be congratulated on their re-
cognising this importance. He said that
Social KEducation was the key to national
progress and il was wise that the overn.-
ment had giv- n a lead to the nation by
including it in the Iive Year Plan and the
Community Projects, Mr. Modj appealed
to the backward illiterate people and
especially to the women to join the Com
mittee’s Social Kducation classes, .
Develop Civic Senge

Dr. TR Naravane, Deputy Minister for
_Prohlb1t19n, presiding over another meet.
ing at Siccan Nagar, Vithalbhai Patel
Road, said that a proper civie sense should
be developed amongst the people by im-
parting Social Kducation to them. Myg
Maniben Desai, Municipal (' porator, broO-
missed to start classes for illiterates in
the area.

The day’s activities terminated late at
night with a meeting of Muslimy at
Mastan Tank, presided over by Mr Raja-
bali P. Ebrahim, a leading social Wdrker
and businessman. Amongst those who
spoke were Mr. 5. 8. Desnavi, Mr. K B
Kasotia, Mr. S. W. A. Rizwi The speakers
atressed the greater incidence of illiteracy

amongst the Muslims and appeal
to get educated, ppealed tothem

Social Education not an easy task :
Mr. M. Pakvasa narrates his experiences
Mr. Mangaldas Pakvasa, ex-(
of Madya Pradesh, distributin '1‘22?5?#5
Certificates at the Bharatiya Vidya
Bhavan on the evening of 18th October
1953 to successful teachers of the Social
Education Training Course conducted by
the Bombay City School Education Com-
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mittes, said that tho. a d Iiliteracy
edu‘cated hardly rea iready Dechracy nn '\‘(‘ Modi, Presi-
difficulties which Sgciayere 8 se fartier Shri Champaklal G. 2 Shri
had to face in educating immern ntroducine

. g kers
a mass scale. [Frora his?P work

ence as a former Presiden:

dent of the Cormimittee, 1

long with Shri B G Kher.

expel 1. S r } al\st'dh‘d was gue 01 I»he founde!S f
h 1

. PN . n i / in the
ttee, he narrated an incide. i- the Social Fdueation Movement

ominl

had to face a drunkard “ich he  city

would not allow his wife to

to kil Shri Pakvasa if he

ing them in a spirit of love and service.
He also appealed to the educated people
to break the wall that existed between the
educated and the illiterates to help the
movement with their services as well as
contributins in money,

Social Education Shield

'Awar.ding the (. S. Rao Sucial Educa.
tion S!neld to Mr. J. D. Desai, Principal of
the Gokuldas Tejpal iligh Sckool and
medals to Committee Workers, Shri Pak-
vasa congratulated him, his statf and his
students for their splenid effort in collec.
ting Rs 12,000 in three years for Social
Kducation **'To beg for a wurthy cause is
no shame, on the contrary it is an honour
and matter f pride because the students
had begged for a noble nation-building
cause. They have thus rendered national
service and their example should be
emulated by others ™, said shri Pakvasa.

L ; ho had progressed
Social lsducation classand even “;he fifteen Vears, vet

ered for
However Shri Pukvasa handled hi‘&?c support was necessar)é.
so tact{ully that not only did he al,; ghri Modi gaid, “was a frev an
wife to attend the class but later ot ::ountI‘V, put democracy w
self began to learn and also gave u, un]esg‘85 per cent 0
habit of drinking He therefore ur yere educated. ) L.
the Social Kdueation workers not to gnri B. M. Kapadia, Sucial
daunted by the ditficulties inherent in sucegeer, giving a report
& mass movement but to persevere and edu-jyn "Fraining Course
cate their iiliteralc brethren by approach- giated that it was & ¢o

i though the (‘ommittee
ite said thva;etrvhmuch during the last
T jts  acuwvities were
jack of funds and t“f‘nitr‘]%fi(;rg
domoeratic
ould be a mirage
f itg illiterate people

lcducation
of the Social fdu.
held in November
urse conducted
Marathi and Ut:du aud at}t'eﬂnd(;((i)
a) teachers, Out Uf;)"‘(j tea(‘,helebsj}ll;‘
Reyd for the test 285 were sgccS URa(,)
Shieng the a\wrd of thcla d"i t.o tao
schoosaid that it was awar ?’(Hection
durinich made the 1.argest L; on
oille f—ISociallEt(‘ludcatr\]%r&ewte‘?e\sl.argest
collectioichnol had 1 ¢ lar
and nencer three years suc.cs;:;;z;ﬁ
won by tip shield hzd been outrent
Prof. V. ‘hoo'. e apnoud

i .cented another
shield to the had presen ‘
practice. he nmittee to continue the

Mrs. K. Sa a .
Mantri seconded i1V2%8 2%
Durin t ] o i
Sadha]ega t;}gntﬁg‘wn Miss l\u;\n:)xg]
: ; singar {r
Santa Cruz, and ott,e @ "'® sing

‘ e ;s of the
Shradhanand Anath l\/ll“;“;\flsi?r[:n?gave

a very enjovable pro ;
and dances. g€yymes of songs

"‘ndiv

Training Course for Social Education Wolers

The following is a R=port of Training C

and Workers, held in November 1952 :—

Need for Training

Every toacher is not a born teacher.
Training is therefore necessary for a
teacher whether he may be a Primary
School teacher, a Secondary School
teacher, or an Adult KEducation teacher.
Perhape it is more necessary in the case of
the Adult Education teacher, as Adult
Social Education in its present form is a
new thing in our country. The Bombay
City Social Education Committee is alive
to the need of training for its teachers and

omrse for Social Edue
16r Sociai Educag, Teachers

workers and it has been theref t-
ing Socia.l Education Training (Chc.f:ensdf:gm
time to t!me Ten courses have nen con-
ducted since 1941. O.e such cotge con-
ducted for ten dayg in 1948 was naugu-
rated b_y Shri K. G. Sayyidain, th. then
Educational Adviser to the Goveriment
of Borr}bzy. In between, every year coirses
areawise for a week or so were conducted.
owever with the inoreased impertance
and scope of Adult Social Education within
recent years, it was felt that a more exten-
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give and intensive training
needed. A Training Cours
wag organised in October-
on a fairly mse¢s geale,
Social Education
'_ioim'ng~ it.

Scope of the Training Course

ADULT ED UCATION REVIEW

course was
¢ of this type
November 1452
SCaie. as mauy as 175
Veachors and workers

overnment of
the need of
ueaticn workers
ommittes on orga-
ch, he hoped, would,
y of the movemen,t.
ker, Frincipal, 5. 1.
alk on the principles of

Minister for
Bombay. He
training for
and congratul,
niging the o
increase th

This rain . Srimati 8¢. Amongstthe members of
from T, ‘t(;:i;ltlifer‘J€<t‘ rf‘;:h 1:;&3 oumimztred College o encouraged the t,rain‘eeé}
With tws lsctures daily i»nﬂ\’ember 1452, Adult Py Uraining Centres were Shri

most of thetrainges being
t»he day ik‘l sowe ofher ‘:’ork.
covered the.biztory, princip)}\s :
and methodg of Adatt 8 d
Leeca%"w (fallllng tnder the fallo
8107 Higt,
cation, () Al(:;:}c;ry Rt
’munity Cenires
[teachir:g, (v}
t;me—mble of
e of attenday
‘ 6o, {vii) place of ran
Zx;c(li'ha‘}n_dcraft‘s‘ in Adult Educ;:ib
ﬁ)enlt;o’ mnﬂ Kduostion, {tx} 1 abou(:‘n :
oo ofalt‘}dxdgm't Education, {x) Op/1n
Bon of ve Sceial Edacation MovgOty,
Geogm)gh;z}qf:;ﬂafed snbjects Iik/mi“‘
o PRY, Nelence, Health
ion, ?eener{ai Knowledge, Civi t}nithee’s
teachere 0‘ KR 3 for the Xers was
beach ds asd of Rs. 5 for Jturers in-
Sha g,(;a for ths courgs, “P'#Hion leaders
i? watl-known Adylt like Shri R.
and Socisl Workary of Boatri, Rhri § A
V. Parulekar Kor, hoi 1

¢ Psychology,
I {iv) Methods
anagement

: » Bhri K.y Shri P
ahir, Srimati S, ;»aqf]kur'i,‘ h;},-l,,;alf(,{
Lele, Shri . ¢ e

< Urivedi in addi-
‘ommittee’s officers.
Altogether 50 Je - €3 were arranged in

ddii <17 Ystration  lessons and

adaiiionr to dem” m . A
L . 90 Vo suit tho eonveni-

o1her practice w,

ence of the i, €Ts whe came frem all

" '% mainly frem the labour

over Bombay ¥
Y ¢ was conducted st three

:égi?;:haengﬂythrae ianguages vi% - at_ the
. 8. Medict College Hall in Marathi axd
Hindi ape the Grant Medical College
Auditoript: in Urdu. We are thankful_ to
the Deayp of these (lolieges for a]lowi,ng
us the ye of their halls. Amongst the )
traines attending b}'xe course, 465 were
Maratil apeakirg, 160 Hmd1._ 120 Urdu, 15
Gujapti and 15 Telugu speaking teachers.
The Lelugu and tujratl teachers attended
the contre conducted in H.H:dl. .
[nauguration by Shri Dinkerrao Desai
I'he course was inmzvg}zrawd on 12th
Qctober 1952 by Shri Dinkarrao Desal,

Hiruta, Joshi, $p
tion, of course, +r .,

the evening
employed during
The course
: nd praetice  Say
ocial Wdueation the /
owing nyain
pe of Adult i2dy.
iir) Com-
n Ady]

the Cog Prof. V 3. Rao. Mrs. Kulsum

by vigfiati Anasuva Nadkarni, Shri S.
K. TAar Srimati tndumati Chimanlal

“eputy Minister {or Kducation,
. gave the concluding addresson
ber 7 during which she touched up-
e various qualitivs mneccasary for a
al Kducation worker end appeauled to
e trainees not to be daunted by the diffi-
ulties inherent in the field of mass educa-
On 9th October in the moraning a

Sports meet was held and in the evening a

Social gethering atfended by over five
hundr. d teachers was held when Shri 5 K.
Patil was the chief guest. He siressed
during his speech the increased importance
of the Adult Education teacher in & demo-
cratio India where new duties and respon-
gibilities had develved upon the adult
population.
Examination Results

A four dav examinadien was held in
December 1932 for all the frainess, an addi-
tisnal paper being set for the supervisors of

the Committea. The detailed result is
given below :

No No. Neo.
Language enroiled. appeared. passed.
Marathi ... 465 253 147
Rindi 160 174 95
Urdu 120 53 34
Gujarati .- 15 12 Nil
Telugn - 15 9 7

775 492 284

It will be seen that our of 775 ou roill
492 trainees f.e.,, 63 per cent appeared tor
the test of whom 284 or about 57 per cent
were successfnl,  Some o7 the trainees,
especially amongst the Hindi speakiug
teachers and women teachers, had jeft off
their habits of study vears back and hence
were shy of appearing for the test.  More-
over a majority of the candidates had
studied only upto the vernacular final
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standard and hence . ——— 7
better results.
Needless to say
Course has on the whol Training
to improve the standard “sery much
M ’ < ~ -
Committee's classes. 1.31'1\10 in the
sary is mot the Orgamizinyg .cese
term courses, but the estab‘ short
Training College for Social. f 4

Jd not secure

Social Education
The Social Iducation wex

REVIEW

teachers on asis p1 .
Bombay, where all the facilities exist for
jnstruction De ) 3
through the different languagesof the State.
It is hoped that the Government of 13om-
bav would move in the direction of locating
such a college
3ocial Education movement all over the
tion State.

11

a permanent basis preferably in

being conveniently imparted

at Bombay to advance the

Celebrated in Avanashi

fitting manner with the following Prceiebrated on 30—11—1953 in Avanpashi in a

There was a Students Rally in the e

ing at 8-30 a.m,, in which the studentsyyittee, presented the annuai report, The
the Basic T'raining School, Avanashi, Boasljowing persons addaressed the cathering
High School and Roman Catholic aidec the following subjects: B

Higher ElementarylBasic School,Avanashi,
took part. The procession of students
started from their respective schools carry-
ing placards indicating slogans regarding
the elimination of illiteracy among the
masses and assembled in the Taluk Office
compound. There was flag hoisting and
flag saluting in the Taluk Office in which
Sri A. V. Manicka Mudaliar leading per-
sonality in the town and the President of
the Avanashi Taluk Adult Education
Comumittee, hoisted the flag and took salute.

The members of the Committee and
other leading persons of the town, both
officials and non-officials visited the Adult
Literacy School at 4th Ward Avanashi in
the evening at 7 p.m. A public mesung was
held in Front of the above school at
7-30 p.m. under the Presidentship of Sri M.
Obaiadullal B.sc., (Ag.) Deputy Director of
of Agriculture, Coimbatore Division. Sri
A. Anthonimuthu, Secretary of the Com-

Sri R. Rajagopala Iver aa., .7,

‘master, Board High Schoo), Avanashi
Setailed I . S

I detailed account of the Five Year

Depi Paul Jesudasan B.A, (Hous) 11
Rang{ns.ptctor of Schools, A\'zmasl;’i
movenoke on e Adult
3. S2the Srate.
ture Dctadarajaxx B.Sc, (Ag.) Agricul-
the vano.u‘ﬁater, Avanash) explained
the ‘ agriculs and means of improvin
methods of ct. by  adoptine  ad ;
"I‘he meetiftion, )
thanks by Sri*dcluded with a vote of
Inspector, Avang,Lhangaveiy R o
anthem bv the 3nd wig P
' b A 1 a national
Higher Elementar30ts of R, C. aiq d
The Committee ) Avanashi )
(:e-lgmation of the We, ed 1o exten.d th
and proposed to cele PHO ~1l~195§
Chokkampalavam of e Week at
8—11—1953, U Firka oy

Fducation

advanced

\

Await Early Releasea.
“WOES OF AN ILLITERATE”
[ Lg wir Bar Ll@fnurr@]
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The Fourth Indian National &

Education and eoulg
ground. He dj
cation affairs witp, t

the Seminar ang he

Minister who o

: av 3
tion to the Deféga(ze: State
appeal in regard to t

'nment had

mendous drive m;j DS
Education ag 4 Voﬁlhnttlg: gl
numbers could pa nut l_l
Sa??sfjc?é}dmons’ howedst he pro-
iDerlvtﬁ - Al these /ycry earnest
atter rtameg_ In Bifle. With the
Deparem i Peingforation  that
exig?rtmema] eadway is being
made. thﬁ-ﬁf;,(f\? ven there. it is a
question of ioht type of man
power being und. Men drafted

“The oath Indian Education Week”
was celefated on the 30th October 1953,
under (€ anspices of the Asoka Society,
Madrge when Sri T, ‘I\Icelztl_cant;ln, 1t,s
SCCTeREY, gpukcpn “IL;lucat1on~bt;1{es
Rooynsibility Film-strips on education
wor then shown.

e birthday of the Prime Minister of
ndin Mr. Jawaharlal - Nehru, was céle-

_APEL‘-T EDUCATION REVIEW

(Continued
stand
iscussed Social Ed\lls feon s tes

Director of j 1

edn he  qualifi
0 Institutiong gitq]tlifl

Education in th
Recep.
magie a fervent
he mstitutiona] |
Lducation which
adopted. : .

1£#sponsible for the education of the

(Bihar)

e e

eminar, B;

from page 4) in Basic institu-

it plight as their only
They are not able to
s into rural conditions
Iss, deportment, and con-
1ts of early rising, regular
ce, simple life, and manual
enforced at the Training
 do not continue when once
estraint of training is removed.
time that at least those who are

ation, even at the topmost positions
realised that on them rests the future
of our country and that they should
fully implement in actual life what
they teach and preach as most bene-
ficial for the villager or Lis children.
As long as the villager feels that the

education, culture and life advocated .
for his benefit is not for those who &

hold power as rulers he would
fight the advances made by a new
ruling class.  So, men in power
should make it perfectly clear by
their conduct that their approach
to  problems of life is the
same for themsclves, their own
children, the villagers and their

‘children  without the least djs-

tinction.

THE ASOKA SOCIETY, MADRAS.

brated on 14th November 1953 at the
Corporation Boys' School, Salaivinayagar
Koil Street, George Town, Madras. A
large number of pupils of the Asoka

society’s  Adult Night School and chil-,..

dren were present. SriT. Neelakantar
gave an account of Mr. Nehiru’s life and
mission. Film-strip “Nehru in U.S.A.”
was then shown with necessary commen-
tary. Tea was served to those present,

.tjmes that barren
hich has led India'-

~— vy SDUCATION REVIEY
ocial (Adult)
w orkers.

" G. Vilva Roy's Paper

Tfﬁ‘vvg of S
s?ation

The {ollowing paper
held last month in Bikram vug py Shri &

. Patna ™
Before training a workerv it %% 2

to be oléar in our minds on winary
be trained for, why and how. W.to

part in realising that objective.

and cultured. He has a fund of knowlege
acquired through tradition and expereinee.
Often it is found that he excels the Social
Education worker in some {tem of know-
ledge or other. If he lacks one basic ability
tindoubtedly, which the worker has in
sbundance, it is the ability to read and
write. :

Sooial Education without literacy wonld
fall shoft of his requirements essential for
efficient living in modern times. Hence
while all the time there would be the
lakger concept of helping the adult live a
coniplete life s0 4§ Yo break asunder all
those walis that imprison the human mind
wé have to give him th&t most polent
means of auto~edudation viz. literacy.

It must be remembered that the term
docial Kdueation was introduced not to
keep India illiterate. To rush through
Social Bducation is easy as its results can-
not be reduced to concrete figures whereas
gpread of literacy is a tough and exscting
work exposipg ¢progress in cold figures.
There has of late been a growing flippancy
with which some personages have been
referring to literacy as a ‘mere means to
an end’ and Jeaving it there. This has not
been helpful toliteracy work in the coun-
try- Many things sre a wmeans to an end;
snd in turn that end becomes a means 108
further end. Literaoy, is a worthy means

- and the earlier an adult is fitted for auto

education, the better would he be able to
understand, appreciats and co-operate v'ntb
the many great nation-b.mldmg projects
that the country is launching upon.

@ Vilve Roy &

The role
¢lear on our objective in the fielhe creatadIn
the human material that has top jempting 'O
is parsiculas

As for the objective, we want to .Edug:zl_“f"{
the villager or the comnion man, bapfamiliarly
ignorance and poverty and all the atieinal and
dant misery from hislife. The typicalitten W
villager in India is already a sovcial beingv are very

IEORPIS

]

4 the National Seminar

b
- , cy
« The role for litera
for lietracy geoculd no d?ubat :):i
the life of the aduit befor o
to give him literacy. The caSu ion
. \v necessaly in can;}ymbgm:hem
¢ i g8 8 B
t n Bmwrbew of the a.bm;-
. . o
3 hill sribes 1R whose lge:kitly
4 has yetto penezrate- u ou’r
% small in pumber 18 oo
t Gandbijl said that npt iggy.
1tion ahould pegin of ex(xid 'Vrvlng)lr}ulcteioe 5
inte ed 1
a¢ not tg T:) interpret i 5 bp
male n;)i y. This doubt i8
engeegats ;

kpown a8 memn

try. Cﬂ'ea

A Cotson Workers't
tiony iyation

i country have 3
ﬁ’tset:;;(r decades without BD adul

The SocPB? 5 far'worker should be
trained to '}“Camni ce to what the
adults wang. prececen gentres we 560
that pravisiov qerta\nf latrines and s
crusade agdirs® 00 %0 ol iminately
are preceeded ett}ng the beginning:
These certainly a mr? 1t needs and yet
workers there do it [&°° U ihe adults

rait anti! the a
ask for them. The ¢ i S.cial Edu-
cationist cannot fail £ (;gé)x%{qe the innate
but a8 yet unexptesse& ire in the adult
today to be able to readsd ‘4o for him-

, write for him
selt: He generally kn the why of it
and wants to know the L? of becoming
literate consistent with ‘X’dignity of the
cultured adult respected i.hnis environ-
ment. [t would be difficult \peglige this
truth unless one could forget g’y literacy
for the nonce and mentally goyrpugh the
series of frustrations endured at yery turn
due to lack of literacy. Lack ofgnitiative
in the masses is often traced i lack of
jiteracy.

After India become a Republi, it is
high time we decides whether [ndia dhould
be literate or not. If we decide to have
India literate as quickly as we could manage
a8 80 righily enjoyed by the Union Goverp-
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— JCAT
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mnust do the wo grea Dationa] reach a new

p leag
lanni Ik with €T we whinn - ] uge task of
P nt;mgeand Dreparaﬁoi.omr Porspective, ll&hixgchh is boing rapy/Ould not suffer
per thecmemagf’ of titeracy ; makj o oof brogrefitention. It has
por 8nsus of 1957 Y in Indig ag g Ingdi, fe~work of many
risec;)enf‘n 1941 g, itlst 1(;[.(,, was 15 geg_lect througdke with a burning
{

date t{xe 5 per cent, t,)}?i 10 years 14 w%my O becyorate.
acy it ;emammg $3.4 per cs Tate to ligui M?Se heartgdich we from far and
divides 0 take ove ont of iflitep- ro to g, gt is only & means toan
nd ed by 1 6 ang multi 0 yvears {43 4 his by Aal and cultural activity.
l‘esollavm?mte The I:)l;}éed by 10) to mak ne‘;rinl ed to have this ball it

80 - rn end v 3
adulty 1“61943?hnaku . )ua‘,;nem of Indi, O”cvzz th&self o comofto be there
Tealiged alrﬁte 1 1Ve yeary hr ot of the Waqe len t?r?rv;f oz(xlre on pl:nnmg-
| aftned and ¢
y. is Lh::gh: € five yo rzshzgg been gop, y of constructing T:::l;;g?nggtgﬁ
men apg Money pré)pened in gpite ofg°§‘e A g fith the laudable aims of this beau-
28 period $sed into Bervice dur,'cge go ture-but with the task of construe-
g

bwilding correctly so that those
aims could eventually beachieved in
y. In facttoday a corps of building
neers gives its undivided attention to
proraotion of scientitic construction and
tructural efficiency of buildings. The work
done by such a corps helpsgive permanence
to the objectives of buildings. Let us like-
wise, niobilise & corps of Servants of Indian
Literacy 88 a natioual brain trust promoting
the construciion of & literate India in
furtherance of all progress- and happiness
been for the large numberin the Indian Kepublic.

est  of
. umb}

s::::xence in the geld
er of

ted ‘& contury | differ froc

tried on syep “z‘mpaigﬁs hayg prrect to The activities of the Servants of Indian
Pronouncgg litseza‘en' bc_) i before it Literacy would be mnon-political, nop-
Witried. Thig i:y a failyre 4 the work sectarian and complementary to those of the
already "‘tt“mptendm to bgline but to existing organisations and individuals,
Visualise gpq put throll?ﬁ'é;rgzge% and  Among the many and waried steps thag the

yn&“lic CrUSad

Servants of Indian Literacy may be takip
’ e - g
hile the hig? a8uingy and aspects of

to make the whole of india act as one men

ocial Educamoler'co?/ context of the tfo wipe out illiteraoy, they would also
heritaga of fnd'n In “got to be there, render expert help to the workers and the
functiona) Jite;jg bfgot to be built up  workers’ training centres to ensure success
solidly, I'hig is“;{task in a big country  to the Jiteracy programume.

- the provisions in the

Min
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asr Subramanianm’s views

out adult literacy

e,

9 S. ] A E. A, felicitations

Sri C. Subramaniam,
Finance and LFducation, saider for
on 2¢nd November that eMairas
children should be given first prin of
if they could spare 2cme resourt and
of course they could take up Adult en,

tion. a-
The Minister, who was speaking of

party got up hy tle South Indian A Department for

Arcot, pointed out -the difficulties encoun-
terod in the AdultLiteracy work and referr-
ed to the apathy of the workers to learn
to read and write.
for proper supervision of the Adalt Educa-
tion work and suggested the appointment

He stressed the need

officers of the HKducation
this purpese in the

separate

fducation Association, to felicitate L districts.

on his taking cha.rg:a of the portfoliio
Education at the Waodilanes
Mylapore, obgerved that it would
not be possible to solve the problem of
Adult Literacy even to the extent of two
or three per cernit with al) their efforts and
urged that they shbouid concentrate their
attontion and utilise their resources in
giving the adult a sound “ucial Fducation
rather than waste their timme and resour-
ces in attempting to make them iiterate.

Mrs. O. C. Srinivasan, Director of Public
Instruction, was also preseut at the func-
tion. :

Sri G. Harisarvothama R:u, Chairmun
of the Association, said that it was a
fortunate stroke of circumstance that the
portfolios of Finance and Education were
under one Minister in the State. If Sri
Subramaniam was able to secure for edu-
cation the recognition that it deserved in
the economy of the nation, the State was
sure to progreds rapidiy, he suid. He gave
an account of the activities ot the Asso-
cistion in spreading Adult Literacy and said
4hat though so far as the internal affairs
of the State were concerned the Andhra
State might have to deal with the question
separately, the-whole of ~outh India, in-
oluding Mysore, Hyderabad and Travan-
oore-Cochin, States was one unit in the
Adult Education endeavour of the Associa-
tion. He said that ihe next Kegional
Seminar would be held in Andhra.

Sri K. 8. Ramaswami Sastri referred to
Constitution which
laid down that there should be full literacy
in the country in the course of ten years.

Problems facing Adult Education Workers

Sri C. Doraiswami Aiyah, Secretary of

the Adult Education Committee, North

Sri V. Bashyam lyengar said that there
Hotelud been some dilficuity for the Ministers

Kducation to get support from the
\isters of Finauce. Now that both the
sions had been combined under obe
rager, he hoped that cducation would
hitt a much better deal than it had
> received.
probl R. Venkataraman said that the
if eachh Adnlt Literacy could be solved
vee becloyer insisted upon his emplo-
by giving a literwto within six months
suggestedoper inducement. He also
steps for rethe Association might take
which had e3% folk dla.nces and dramas
Replyiyg 6ive value. L
mostpotythge‘sngUbfa‘“ani,‘m said ‘t;ha.t
i s had referred to ‘“the
aimost unnaturé . N
and Education'® 'iance between bmano(c;
to be called up. had never .qx;\pecfg
inyetar i
porifolio of Kducati.*® .‘adm"-“';"’ ‘mg
it up, he was trying , o0+ naving taren
this he required not ¢ 118 best and iui
the elders assembleq ‘D¢ blessings of

whole-hearted co-operal’® but also their

Three conditions i Success

Sri Subrameniam said i, he had been
Finaunce Minister for nearly, months now
and that that gave him a Céain mental
attitude. In any matter he had gt 46 think
of the priorities, taking into :gount the
resources available. Afier fix.g up the
priority and wmaking the necessry funds
available, he had to gee that tha nioney
was spent wisely. The third inportant
thing was to see that the money whrh they
get for expenditure on various scheme was
properly accounted - for.. As Fipance
Minister he would tell them that each one
of these items was asimportant as theather
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. 0o possible to solve
and unless they obseryeq all of them they
would not be able t, su

i . citeracy even to the
. afraid that it 1 . 1
ccee{i in a Country thig Problem 0‘;"/’.‘6 per {cent, with a
where the resources werg limited
In the field of eduoation,

extent of two o x
. Manijg their . . .
folt that primary edyoagiy, should be giygn *Torts. 1 Education tion
priority, if they w give ady. ceferred to the sugtlﬁzi ;he
cation to cent per cent childrey, he \ . 4. R. Venkataraman ne o
whether it would be wj ' nked The Mlg/}’lt he made responsible t

on Adult Educatj

i id that , |
Ton aggyeh, because a4 they :}:ad? Kr)loyee literate, ar‘lid%?im;intms. 1 | 1 i
went on leaving children, Uneducateq the ‘Mploy there were centralis e \ | | |
were multil;lyimz adulg illiterates. “’J'hy m“kf’ould not be posmble.fornad AR | |
firgt Priority hag 8ot to be given tg (he od e even day's labour to siv a q. |
cation of childrep and if we U trie

. ioultura ‘ -
ite. Making the agricu i
Wcan e Some Bf"d ortlhrough shooling was almost L

T WO can takg up rfer8

svi G Harisarvoltama Rau. M.A.
PR 'Sri.G:.Hartsar?’“?ama;ﬁamv |
Education iy 1.« et eatever they might do ir ) Editor. -Srl- lrava am.
_Tiion, giving educatiop 11 IS opin. :

be attempting the : % €
: ncernoed they wonld 11 the s < E N - c ) @0
Lo the adu}n a«“f’:‘po’“ible if they wanted ?:&l;?n; their R v f V! DECEMBER, 1953 N + 2
e expr d bero. two dlﬁ"”""ea,(iult;sl literate. Ins}teed 0 bing to make . - N VoL. V! i
Pressed ¢ @ View that Ad t'me and resources in attemp trate . P
should get Priority Over A the people literate‘theX Sho:l}d.con:::urceg : . : b ics have played a C‘,{?
ey shonld airr,“;g ir attention and ut”lﬁe‘ E etr r re - . , 1he epics in Adult -
ehan thag r it g:zlive the adults u good Social Educatlt;onol‘ 5 ; Magnificent part in ‘A
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EDITORIAL

The Madras Finance Minister on Literacy.

On the 22nd of November last the
members of the South Indian Adult
Education Association were ‘At
Home’ to Sri C. Subramaniam, ‘the

k.Finance Minister of the present
Madras State who since the separa-
tion of Andhra has taken charge of
Education. Replying to appreciative
references to him, he went into the
‘question of Adult Education and also
%dult Literacy. He mentioned a
large number of considerations which
must guide a Finance Minister, and
tried to divest himeself of the res-
ponsibilities of the Education Minister
combined in him. He postulated
that he had to consider priorities.
He expressed the view ‘that child-
ren’s education should get priority.
Until the needs of that education
were met _ Adult Education
ghould wait. Even if there should
. be some funds available for Adult
Fducation that should not be spent

Xin Adult Literacy buton othet items

of Adult Education. These are
opinions so often ‘repeated by re-
actionary elements in society. We
should not have-taken note of them

- except for the. faet that Sri Subra-

maniam plays to-day the combined
role of Finance Minister and kduca-
tion Minister in the Madras State
which has maintained for five years
Adult Education Centres with a
strong bias for literacy. How does
he consider that children’s education -
will prosper without the parents
being educated ? He has a literate
environment of a high order in his .
house for his children. Should he
deny the same to his'poorer and more
unfortunate brother-and shut out to .
the oppressed and depressed men’s
children equal opportunities of a
literate and educated home ? Indays
of Adult Franchise this is really un-
understandable.
In the next place, who are the,
architects of current Indian life——
economic, social and political ?
To-day’s urchins do not shape the |
destinies of our land.It is the grown- :
ups with the adult vote and hungry -
stomachs that mould our current life. -
If they are asked to look on while "
the small literate minority mono- .
polises power what a danger they ' -

-may be for thé " ‘country” et Srj~

Subramaniam _comtemplate. Nog




~

20
ADULT EDUCATION REVIEW

merely that. The very betterment
of the economic status ‘and condition
of the ordinary man is cependentin
the modern world on the growing
know_ledge that he can acquire from
day to day by self-education. The
case for Adult Education of all kinds
1S irresistable under our conditiong
og national progress. To talk lightly
of the adult as being nearer the
grave than the child and therefrom
éump to the conclusion that the adult
0es not require education along
Or In priority to the child is to
ongage in cheap, sneerful argurment,
ﬁn 1o more. No Adult Educationist
as ever denjed the vital impor-
tance of children’s education, and it
1s partly for the advance of that
“education itself that Adult Education
18 pressed. We may here point out
that if the Madras Government do
not improve the knowledge and
through it the economie status of the
craftsman, agricultural and profes-
sional pnrents of children in villages,
the new educational policy adum-
brated by them stands to fail igno-
minously. Let not Ministers try to
escape from their responsibilities in
this matter and "speak of fictitious
priorities. There is nothing absolute
about priorities ; for, life is a com.
plex of all human activity which
must develop all along the line.

It has become a fashion to-day
W‘lth socially conservative people to

talk flippantly of Adult Literacy
without understanding the real

issues involved. Itis no doubt truf
that at one stage literasy was under@ ;\‘J

stood as a mechanical recognition of
letter symbols. This type of literacy
which was, and has been, in vogue
for children was at one stage advo-
cated for grownups. That is being
attempted by some people even today
who do not consider the illiterate
adult different from the child. We
ha.ve moved, however far, far from
this position, and to-day Adult
Literacy is literacy that would fit
the adult for self-education; for ‘it
has been amply realised that the
adult in to-day’s advanced societies
does not respond to mechanical pro-
cesses of teaching mere letter sym-
bols. His life’s purposes must be
angwered. So, time and labour have

been spent in research and methodsf

have been and are being evolved to.!
make the adult’s composite person(i

ality respend. If further progress .

has to be made in that direction, let
Ministers provide the wherewithal
for it. _At any rate let them not
decry literacy, which is the' only
means to self-education in the

modern world and the only safe-

guard against the deception practised
by an appreciable section of the
literate minority against the un-
fortunate illiterate brethren who
form the majority of the population.

Await Early Release::

“WOES OF AN ILLITERATE”
[gum sair  LuGiHUIG]
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Training of Social Education
Workers for India

Fourth National Seminar Proceedings

The Fourth National Seminar on the Training of Social Education Workers
was inaugurated: by H. E. Shri R. R. Diwakar, Governor of Bihar, at 5 p.m. on 22nd
October 1953 at a public meeting held in the Sabha Bhavan, in the premises of Sociai
Workers Training Institute, Bikram village, thirty-two miles off Patna in Bihar State.

The function began with praver after which Shri Acharya Badrinuth Varma,
Minister for Education and Chairman, Adult Education Board, Bihar, delivered the

Welcome Speech.

This was followed bv an address by Shri G, Harisarvottma Rao, Director of

the Seminar,

Dr. Amaranatha Jha, President, Indian Adult Education Association, then

requested the Rajya Pal to inaugurate the
Pal, then delivered the inaugural speech.

The meeting was largely attended by
all the Delegates and many prominent per-
sons from Patna, including the Secretary,
Education Department, the Vice-Chancellor
of Patna University and the Director of
Public Instruction, Bihar.The meeting came

- to a close with a vote of thanks proposed by

Dr. Amaranatha Jha. After the meeting
was over Dr, Amaranatha Jha gavean ‘ At
Home’ to the Delegates and the guests.
Purpose and Scope of Social Education
explained

The Plenary Session of the Seminar began
at 9 a.m. on 28rd October 1953. At the out-
set, the Director Shri G. Harisarvottama
Rao paid touching tributes to the memory
of the late Shri Shafiq-ur-Rehman Kidwai
and” Shri B. Srinivas Rao, two veteran
workers in the field of Social Education,
and made a feeling reference to the services
rendered by them to the cause of education
in general and to that of Social Ijlducatlor}
in particular. The Delegates thien stood
ap and praved in silence as a mark of res-
_péct to the departed. ]

A standing Panel of Reporters for re-
cording the proceediug’s of the Plenary Ses:

y/ sion -was formed consisting of : Shri N. P.
llr-‘]ain,‘ Shri Srimandan Prasad and Shri

Parsiddba Narain. o
Then followed the introddctions, ' each

Delegate introducing himself briefly.

a "T'he Director then proceeded to explain

thré Working Paper. Before doing so he
) .

Seminar. Shri R. R. Diwakar, the Rajia

made certain observations appreciating the
rural setting of the present Seminar and
suggested that the existing food arrange-
ments did not seem to fall in line with the
real rural setting in which the Seminar was
being held and that it would be better to
bring the same in line with the resources
available in villages.

So far as the existing food arrangements
were concerned the following panel of
members was appointed to supervise the
arrangements and suggest necessary im-
provements: 1. Shri V. B. Karnik. 2. Shri
S. Raghavan. 3. Shri Neki Ram Gupta
and 4. Dr. D.' B. Shastri.

Coming to the subject matter of the
Seminar and the Working Paper, the
Director observed that it was felt that the
non-official representation on the various
schemes of Social Education in the diffe-
rent States was not adequate and that it
was desirable to associate more nou-offigial
elements with the schemes. '

The participation of Elementary School
Teachers, he added, was inevitable in
Social Education programmes.

The practical side of the work of Social
Education was of much more importance,

. be remarked, than the mere theoretical on
" ideological aspect. Continuing he observed

that even in sowme of the advanced States
engaged in higher Social Education train-
ing theré was no ‘adequate provision for
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imparting training in crafts which were
very important in anv scheme of Social
Edncatiou, The artisans, he believed,
wust have a place of importance in the
organisation of Community Ceatres, Then
again, as Gandbiji had said, due emphasis
must be laid on character-training of the
workers, In fact, the workers themselves
were as much a sabject of Social Educa-
tion as the people for whom Sicial Edu-
tion was provided. . ‘

He added further thar Literacy continued
to be the most important item of the Social
Ec?gcatinn programme because there was
evidently no other method of self-education
than the piinted word, even though literacy
might not be the fiirst step in a programme
of Social Education. i )

Wiile referving to Social Education and
training for higher type of work, Sri Rao
observed that these could never be financed
adequately by the State Governments only.
It was necessary, therefore, to have institu-
tions providing Social Education and
higher training financed through non-offi-
cial resources,

He then presented the topics that should
be coustantly kept in view by the partici-
pants while discussing the Working Paper.
These are as follows :— ‘

1. Training of Social Education workers
for literacy. .

2. Trawing of Social Education workers
for follow-up work and extension classes.
3. Training Social Education workers for
organising Coummunity Centres.

4. Organisation of short-termn courses of
training for

(@) School students;
(b} University students;
(c) Iuspecting staff and administrative

i officers;

{d) Recreation and entertainment
activities.

5. Examination and scrutiny of the exis-
tiny svliabuses for the training of Social
Education workers.

It was acreed that the points mentioned
above should be taken into consideration
bv the discussion eroups while discussing
the details of the Working Paper.

After the Director had explained the
Working Paper, the Delegates discussed it
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and re-arranged and re-touched the topics for
group discussions. A number of Dele-
gates participated in the discussions and
subjected the Working Paper as well as the
topies to close scrutiny and critical exami-
natxop. As a result of these discussions,
certarn amendments were introduced in the
aetails of the Working Paper as previously
clrcu‘lated under Section II of the compre-
hensive Working Paper. The form in
which it was adopted is as follows :
Sectian 1.

Sub-Section'1.

I. Methods of ,operation. (1) Formal.
(2) Informal,

II. Types and classes of Social Educa-

tion ‘W'orkez:s with reference to welfare and
education of :

(1) Children.
(2) Youths.
(3) Women,
(4; Labourers.’
(5) 1, 2,3, 4in rural surroundings
(6) 1,2, 3, 4 inurba ings
(@) Topess u surroundings,
(1) Full-time paid workers,
(2) Part-time paid workers.
(3) Spare-time voluntary workers,

@

(b) Classes :
1. Administrator or Organiser.
(1) Full-tiine paid worker.
(11) Part-time paid worker.
(iii) Spare-time voluntary worker,
2. Social KEducation Organiser at
village level. .
() Full-time paid worker,
(1) Part-time paid worker,
(ih) Spare-time voluntary worker.
3. First stage Social FEducation
teacher with literacy as the main objective,
(i) Part-time  paid  school
teacher,
(ii) Part-time voluntary teacher.
(1i1) Student teacher.
4. Social Fducation teacher of
higher grades.
(1) Full-time paid teacher.
(11) Part—time paid teacher.
(1t1) Voluntary teacher.
5. Student volunteer,
6. Social Education Camp Organizer.
7. Multi-purpose village level '
worker or Leader of Community Centyes.

. £
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8. Rural Youth Welfare organizer.
1L (a) Work expected from each type

and class. . _
(b) Qualifications aud experience

" necessary for workers of each type and class.

(c) Methods and selection of trainees.

Sub-Section B 1V. o
(a) General syllabus of tramning for
all tvpes and classes of Social Education
Workers; (1) Theorv. (2) Practical work.
(h) Modifications  required and
emphasis necessary in the training of each
type and ciass, =

Sub-Section V.,

(a) Duration of training for each
type and class of Social Education Workers,
regard being had to the availability of
trainees, and finance,

(b) Types of training classes and
techniques of assessment; (1) Diploma.
(2) Certificate. (3) Refresher. 4. In service.

Sab-Section C V1.

Instruction for Training Centres for each

- tvpe and class of Social Education Worker

~experience and qualifications necessary
and techniques of training.

Sub-Section VIIL
Centres for training for each type and
class of Social Education Workers.
(a) Existiug institutions—How they
can be utilised,

(i) Schools—Basic, Middle and
High, organisation of exten-
sion classes, )

(ii) Different categories of institu-
tions for training teachers.

{iii) University and College.

(iv) Institutes of Social Work and
Social Sciences.

(v) Janata Colleges or institutes
for training in Social Educa-
tion.

(vi) Vidyapeeth. o

(vii) Voluntary Organisations.
(viii) Government Training Centres
(inclnding those under the
Development Plans) ‘
(b) The peed for provision of suffi-
cient number of centres for traming.

Sub Section D VIIL
Financial provisions for training.

{g) Salaries of instructors,

(b} Stipends for Social Hducation
Workers under training,

(c) Equioment for Training Centres
for each type and class of Social Education
Workers,

(d) Over all requirements.

Sub-Section E IX.

Review of existing training facilities for
Social Education Workers and evaluation
of training schemes of :

(a) Union Government.

(b) State Governments.

(c) Voluntary Organisations, and sug-
gestions for their integration and coordina-
ticn,

In the afternoon at3 o'clock, the plenary
session met to form discussion groups.
Five Discussion Groups with leaders and
recorders as mentioned below were ‘ormed:

Leader Recorder

Group A: Shri B.M- Kapadia ShriJ.P. Shahland
A. P, Agrawal

v

Group B : Shri N, R. Gupta, »  S.R. Mohsini
Group C: Miss Aney B.11.J. Shri Durganand
Rustrmjee Sinha,

and Shri R. S, Shaki
Group D : Shri 8, Raghavan Shri K.8. Munisawmi
Group E : Shri V. B, Karnik 8hri 8.D. Vashishtha
After some discussion, it was decided
that the same _sub-section of the amended
Working Paper would be taken vpona
particular dav by all the five Discussions
Groups according to the timestable given
below : :
October 24th ... Sub-Section A

" 26th ... - B
. 27th ... ’ C
. 28th ... 1 D
" 29th . E

The leaders would submit the report of
the discussions of the day to the Secretary-
General positively by 3 p.m. oneach day so
that it might be taken up at the Steering
(Comimnittee the same evening which wounld
collect the reports for presentation before
the Plenarv Session the following dav,

A paper entitled ‘Vidyapeeth’ asa
‘['raining Centre prepared by Shri Raja-
thadri was read by the author, It received
general appreciation. :
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It was announced that the Moda Man-
dalis (Entertainment Parties) working
under the Bihar Social BEducation scheme
would give an entertainment at 9 o'clock
that evening in the Assembly Hall,

The Plenary Session of the Seminar was
held on 24th October 1953 at 9 a.m. The
Director Shri G. Harisarvothama Rao ex-
plained the first Section ot the Working
Paper.

From 9-30 onwards the five Groups
met separately to cousider Section I
of the Working Paper. All the Groups
submitted their reports in time and the
reports were placed now before the Steering
Committee for collation and formulation of
the final recommendations to be placed
before the Plenary Session on Monday.
The Steering Committee consisted of
1. Director, 2. Associate Director, 3.
Secretary General, 4. Shri A.R. Deshpande,
5. Shri Saligram Pathik, 6. Shri B. L.
Gaur, 7. Miss B.H. J. Rustomjee, 8, Shri S.
Raghavan, 9. Shri V. B. Karnik, 10, Shri
Neki Ram Gupta and 11. Shri B. M.
Kapadia. Mr., S. C. Dutta, the Associate
Secretary of Indian Adult Education Asso-
ciation, attended the Streering Committee
by the special permission of the Director.

Iu the evening the Delegates visited two
villages where work is being carried on the
field of Social Education and extension
work,

At 8-30 p.m. the Director opened the
Exhibition organised by the Bikram Basic
Training Institute.

The Delegates spent the whole of 25th
October 1953 in excursions. They visited
Rajgir, Nalanda, Pawapuri and Har Maundir
at Patna City, The Delegates started at
about 7-15 in the morning and returned
after 12 midunight.

The Streering Committee met at 8-30
a.m. on 26th October, 1953 to consolidate
the Group "reports on Section A. The
Plenary Session commenced at 9-30 a.m.
when the Director indicated the subject
for the Group discussion. The Groups
began their work at 10 a.m. when existing
training schemes and syllabuses were dis-
cusseds The Plenary Session met again at

3 p.m. when Shri A. G. Vilva Roy read a
paper on Training of Social Education
Workers, followed by a discussion., At 6
p.m. the Delegates were entertained by the
members of Moda Mandali who enacted a
playlet called “DAHE]J"”

At 7-30 p.m. Shri Saligram Pathik gave
a demonstration of the chorus key method
in literacy work before the Delegates. The
Strecing Committee met at 9 p.m. and
fixed the programme for 27th October 53,

The Groups met between 8-30 and 1]
a.m. on 28—10—1953 and discussed Sub-
Section Four of the Working Paper. The
Streering Committee met at 11 a.m. and
consolidated the Group reports on Sub-
Section Three. There was a Plenary Ses-
sion between 3 and 4 p.m, during which
Shri Shiva Nandan Mahto, M.A. Instructor
Social Workers’ Training Institute, Bikram
read a paper on the Problem of Literacy in,
India and Shri P.N. Sharma, also Instruc-

tor, Social Workers' Training Institute, |

Bikram, read a paper on’'In Search f
Foundation’. A brief discussion follo?ve?}
the reading of the papers,

Dr. Amaranatha Jha’s Address;

Dr. Amaranatha Jha, President, Indian
Adult Kducation Association, addresseqd,
the Delegates during the afternoon session
He advised the Social Education Workers;
not to depend too much on Governmental
support. Citing the example of China, he
§a1d that the worker must shed his suéer.
lority and identify himself with the people
A few questions were asked by the Dé]e:
gates at the end of the address to which
Dr. Jha suitably replied.

The Delegates paid a visit to the village
of Akhtiarpur between 4 and p.m. Thg
were shown the constructive activitiei
undertaken by the people in the village,
The Delegates also witnessed a programme
of entertainments organised by the people

and participated in  the ‘At Home ’
arranged for them,

The Plenarv Session again met at 7 p.m,

and considered the consolidated report of

Sub-Section Three. The report was adopt- -

ed after discussion amd with necess
fter sar
modifications. The Steering Committez

L -
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Tﬁé God in the adult

must be awakened

Shri G. H. Rao’s address to the National Seminar

The following is the full text of the address by Shri G, Harisarvottama Rao,
Director of the Fourth National Secwminar, delivered at the first Plenary Meeting on

29nd October 1953 :——

Vour Excellency, Sri R. R. Diwakar,
Governor of Bihar, Sri Acharya
Badrinath Verma, Education Minister
and Sisters and Brothers!

The subject for the Fourth Indian
Mational Seminar has been set as * Train-
ing of Social Education Workers.” Social
Education ranges from rudimentary
attempts at teaching adults reading and
writing to education of men for full-fledged,
full-timed service of the community in all
fields of life from street sweeping and
scavenging to actively helping in carrying
out projects of irrigation. It is worked
uuder very varying conditions—city, semi-
urban, rural and tribal. It involves service

‘;- to both sexes—men and women, Apart

from noble individual efforts, efforts have
been made for spreading Social Education
by numerous Associations specially set up
for Adult or Social or Fundamental Edu-
cation, by other mnormally functioning
educational institutions, bv wuunmerous
Social Service ILeagues, by religious
missions, by several Asramas that have
sprung up all over the country to work
Gandhian ideology into the web of Indian
life anid by Government Departments and
Universities. Even Tutorial Colieges have
claimed to be doing the work of Adult
Education. Every individual claiming to
carry on education either for the adult or
the child must have some tvpe of eguip-
ment and training.

In order to bring together the best inthe
training programmes of the country, to
study, examine, and sift as also ito suggest

improvements, the Fourth Indian Natjonal
Seminar is being held.

That we meet at Bikram in Bihar of
ancient glory on the occasion of the Fourth
National Seminar on Social Education to
discuss the subject of Training of Social
Fducation Workers has a significance all
its own. The topuwiost man in India today,
the President of the Indian Union, Babu
Rajendra Prasad, is a well-trained son of
Bihar. This is current history. In the
past Bihar gave to the world men who
hiave stood out as examples of souls trained
for the highest of purposes, the realisation
of love, mercy, kindliness and Godliness.
Thev have left to posterity teachings that
wot:d benefit anvone aspiring to realise
himscif. Buddha under Bodhi tree at Gaya,
his disciple Asoka with his Edicts on stone
pillars, Mahavira of Vaishali have bequeath-
ed to the world vpriceless treasures of
thonght. The Asoka Chakra, the emblem
of Asoka, has become our National Emblem.

With all this history haunded down to
posterity and circulated all over the world
through the printed word, we, as a nation,
did not attract respectful attention of
foreign Powers till the great Gandhijiin the
line of succession to the Buddha achieved
independence for us by the practice of
principles .of life enunciated by our seers of
oid.

Why India is acclaimed

When Minn Masani, several years ago,
published his book ‘Our India' and drew
up an illustration geographically equating
India to Germany, Yugoslavia, Hungary,

of
met at 9 p.m. and settled the programme

for 29th October 1953.
A programme of talks and demonstra-

tions on Literacy Methods was given bet-

y

ween 9-30}and 10-30 p.m. ‘by Shii Swami
Prakash  Awand,  Shri Jagadamba
Staran Roy and Shri Cbandreswar Prasad
Sinba, :
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Rumania, Scandinavia, Spain, France,
Italy, the Balkans, Great ‘Britain, Ireland
and Swiizerland all put together, it remaine
ed a geographical comparison, each one of
these countries being considered a giaut in
its own right. What appeared to the eyes
of the foreigner as siguificant with regard
to us was that India was a confused mass
of castes and creeds at war with one
another. But lo! the achievement of
Independence has changed all this and we
are hailed, without either great armics or
navies or atomic sectrets, as a land worth
attention, as a leader for theitime being of
non-White society., In addition 10 it, visitors
to India today see in our country the hope
for the future of the world. They realise
that 36 crores of men, about one-seventh of
the humnan race, are held together, not by
fear of the police baton or the atowm bomb,
but by the thread of divine love ingrained
in the blood of the sons of Bharat Varsha
through the disciplined life of its great
Rishis and sages. The all round depres-
sion in which the Britishers left us and
which has been intensified by happenings
in the world of which we form an inalien-
able part is heavily on us vet; but, still the
country has shown a remarkable capacity
to bear with verv difficult situations. That
gives hope to men, like me, in the face of
obstacles which look Himalayan in their
dimensions, and we are assembled to press
further forward the proper training of men
for life’s purposes which include improve-
ment of the life of the people ail alone the
line from the economic to the spiritual.
That is really the job of the Adult Educa-
tionist. Let us not run away with theidea
that all this is ‘grandiloquence. We must
either rise, be it step by step,—and we
cannot help its being step by step for that
is the way of evolution—to our highest
stature or go down once again to depths
from which no recovery is possible.

From the trend of events in our country
the desire to rise is strong. It grows
stronger from dav to day. In men ot earnest-
ness a certain amouut of even impatience at
the slowness of progress is markedly visible.
I have myself often felt a certain amount of
impatience that things do not move suffi-
ciently rapidly. Recently I read a Tepott

in newspapers that only 20 per cent of
children of school-going age were at school
in this State of Bihar. 1 was not prepared
to believe it. I obtained acopy of a Statis-
tical Survey of Education in the States of
the Indian Uuion for 1949-50 bv the kind-
uess of Dr. Jha and found in it that only
27.3 per cent of children of school-going
age in Bihar were provided for. Though
it is better than 20 per cent it s still a
revelation that in the State in which
Dr. Rzjendra Prasad was born the educa-
tional level should be o low a5 that. With
an atmosphere of such huge iliiteracy in
growing children, can we expect a bright
picture of Adult Education? A certain
amount ot mpatience doesarise in the most
robust minds. But shall we allow our
impatience to develop into despair? No,
emphatically no. We believe that we have,
everyone of us, the spark of Godhood in us.
The adult must be educated and the God in
hiw awakened. The atmosphere must be
created wherein the parents of children
become conscious of the advantages of
education and strain everv nerve to get
their children educated. Our impatience
should drive us to greater and greater
action, o incessant watchiuiness to ind out
where really the defect lics. The struggle

to find means to make the lives of our adult

population happier and nobler s  the
nobiest of struggles.

Activities in Bihar

I understand that the present Education
Minister and Education authorities in this
State are earnest men. Let us hope they
will do their best. [ have fairly realised
the truth of it after a tour of a part of
Bihar. 1 was first in Turki—Vaisali
Siksha Vikas area. I had opportunity to
look into two important institutions that
have begun to function as main institu-
tions in the new scheme which is being
worked as a part of the Five-year Plan—_
Sarada Sadana Pustakalaya, Lalgunj, and
the Sarvodaya Mahavidyalaya, Turki, with

the Janata College (Social Training Insti. ﬁ

tute) attached. 1spenttwo hours and a
half at the Library and a whole night and
two hours the next morning at the Sarvo.
dava Mahavidyalaya. The Vidyalaya was
not at work on account of the Pooja
holidays. But | had conversations with
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the Principal and the I.’rofgessors. I
certainly felt that these institutions could
contribute remarkably to the progress of
*Social Kducation. I proceeded further and
* visited ten institutions in all at Vaisali,
Chakramdas and Chakkia on the way, The
enthusiasm of people was well in ev;dence.
I had the organiser of the area with me
who explained to me the work that he was
doing in many spheres of rural service. 1
discussed a very large number.of problems
with him and made suggestions of my
own. He was very earnest and appeared
to be resourceful. I expressed to bim my
own view that the Literacy side and
further education of the adult required a
little more attention. The second areal
visited was Pusa and the surroundings.
This is a Community Froject avea. 1 saw
in this area the great co-operative spirit in
which the Educational Department, the
Community Projects Department and the
Panchayats were carrying on their work
~and drawing out the capacities of the
people for self-help and self-reliance. The
Executive Officer of the Community
Projects Sri Abdul Hamid, the Assistant
Sri Mukherij and the Deputy Superinten-
dent of Education were very eathusizstic
about literacy and further education of
the adult and in the entertainments
organised good propaganda was put in for
this activity in addition to the other Com-
- munity Project activities.: In the Com.
munity Project areas Social Service items
are looked after by others and the Adult
Educationist is left free t» do his part of
the work thoroughly. Therefore where
there is Departmental co-operation and
harmony the FEducation cide Is at an
advantage. '

In addition to the suggestions I made
loceally to the friends on the spot condu_ct—
ing Social Education work I am sending
up to the Bihar Government separatgl_y a
few other suggestions for their consider-

~ation.

You will thus see that what I have learnt
from others has been implemented by

* experience in regard to the Education
“ Minister and the Kducation Authorities of
your Province. I congratulate them on
the good work that they have started. We
require to remind ourselves alwgys,_ how.
ever, that the sum-total of human life is
made up of what appear to be very small

27
details. We must cultivate the urge to
fashion the least little detail in such a
manner as to ruake it fit into the grand
structure of buwman life. Training and
discipline in the minutest details and the
most elementary matters is the foundation
for raising the grandest edifice. The
Seminar that meets within sight of
Buddha’s self-realisation has set its heart
on finding methods to train and discipline
men who will guide from the lowliest step
the aduits of this country to the mount
Kailas of national achievement which has
already begun. Welive toreconstruct the
life of cur dear Motherland as the pattern
to the world. This is a glorious era in
which we live. Only wemust have eyes to
see, hearts to feel and the will to work—to
work at cur post of duty whether it be big
or small, high or low. Not one soul in the
world may be considered irredeemable.
FEveryone of our brothers and sisters is a
life spark and requires our care, affection
and attenticn. None may be left without
the opportunity to develop bimself or her-
self into a healthy member of society
living a full life and contributing to the
great consummation of human happmess
which, in our languages, has a finely sub-
limated expression  Ananda * that is not
easily translatable into other languages.
Let us beware, “Ananda” is not a philoso-
phical abstraction., It does not exclude
physical happiness, It is real happiness
founded on the enjoyment of Dharmic
life, a life of Harmony. When we were
slaves we had not the opportunity to bring
Ananda into the life of men, Today we
are free. We are on the threshold of great
changes in the world’s conception of life.
It is falling into a pattern of Harmony
emerging out of a life of Conflict and
Competition. Having a tradition qf {1f_e
of harmony. not merely between indivi.
dual and individual in human society, but
harmony with all the created world, shgll
we lag behind at this critical juncture in
the world’s progress? Shall we not train
and discipline ourselves to reshape the
world into a life of Ananda ? I, therefore,
feel, friends, that as we deal with what
may appear td-be very mundane matters
of detail in the processes of Socnal.Educa-
tion, we should always keep in mlrgd the
bigh purpose and enliven the detail with
the Sublime worked iuto it to lay the
froundation for a co-operative life cons.
cjous of a Cosmic Existence. This is an
i
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Adult Education in the United States

(Contributed)

In the United States o ortuniti
le.qr-n do not end when youx?g peopllet“;:a\tv:
high school or college. In almost every
city and town and in many villages
schools are open one or more evenings tc;
those who wish to learn. At present about
30400,600 adults are enrolled in some kind
of educational brogramme in public schoolg
alone. Adults in many walks of life fee]
the need to know more about scientifio
de.ve]o.pn.xents, abont improving their home
and fumll_y living, about community and
wox:ld affaira, about foreign languages and
their own l_angua-ge; and the need for edy-
oation W.hlch helps them make rmore
co.nstruc.tlve and oreative uge of their
lelsurq tite. Advances in medical scienos
have increased: man’s life ‘span  whigh
9!50 acccounts for ocorresponding interegt
in adult education. Surveys and increased
enrolllment 1;show ‘that more and more
beople want to contj i i
thronghont vife ntinue theijr learning

Many agencies, both pablic and private
are providing epportunities for Adult Edu.
cation. In some cities the city school
systems have a director of adult education
for the entire city whois directly responsi.
ble to the superinterdeny of schools, In
others ghe pProgrammes are organised in
connection with an elementary or secondry
school, or with a junior college, in which
case t.he director, whe may be the school
p.rmelpal. assumes responsibility only for
his own programme.

Schools are developing new methods and
approaches to adult educational services
beyond institutional walls, They extend
their influence by training community
]ea‘ders, helping community orgaaisations
to improve their educational activities, and
providing educational materials, equipment
and facilities for - sut-of-school groups.
Many educational activities are conducted
on a co-operative basis with clubs, labour
unions, business firms and committees of
citizens. . S

Public and private colleges and univer-
sities that conduct evening schools in

whm_h students may work for degrees play
a0 1mportant role in adult education.
Approximately 8,00,000 adults are enrolled
In general and specialised off-campus
classes'oﬁ"ered by state universities and
other institutions of higher learning.
Many of these institutions offer both credit
and non-credit correspondence courses at
c“o,llege and, occasionally, secondary lovel.

ommunity colleges, which may enroll the
students for literacy training, elementary
Gourses, secandary school courses and in-
formal and non-credit courses, as well as
for regular college subjects, aleo assume
responsibility in adult education.

Private organisations, such as the Young

omens’ Christian Association, com-
munity centres, churches, various types of
clubs, study groups, mational health and
safety organisations and labour unions,
DI‘O_vlfiq 8 wide variety of adult educetion
activities. Most of them are supported by
fee.;s. ‘dues or contributions. Each year
Private correspondence schoolsalone enroll
about & million students.

In addition toadult education programme
alredy described, the Extension Service of
the Department of Agriculture, through

country agricultural agents, home demons-.

tration agents, 4-H clubs and a system of
volunteer neighbourhood leaders, serves
nearly 70,00,000 annyally. These agents
work with community groups, providing
information, resources and general advisory
service on special problems. Through 4-H
clubs, young people ‘work on various pro-
Jects, such as stock raising, growing crops.
canning and preserving and sewing.
Through printed materials, visaal aids,
demonstrations and public meetings, these
country agents slso pass on to farmers,
housewives and farm youth the results of

research carried on in experiment stations
and colleges.

Publie libraries, tao, are expanding their
adult education activities by providing
more bf)oks and by adding record and film
collections and equipment. Bookmobileg—
motor trucks stocked with books-take bookyg

appeal not merely to the participants in
the Seminar but to 'the wider Indiz‘a\p
leadership outside including the great men

that form parties, fight electio
capture power, all in good faith nlit“f,g
grant. JAI HIND! '
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magazines and pamphlets to small

rural communities.

ed to make information available to more
phople. ‘
-~y ;

Adult education is increasingly becom-
ing a responsibility of public educat_lon.
Twenty-four states allocate funds to he}p
support local school programmes, but in
most cases, state aid pays only a sm.all part
of the cost. Education departments in near-
1y a third of the states have full-t}me per-
sonnel to develop adult education pro-
grammes. ‘Several others have staff
members who devote part-time to them.
Since World War 1I a number of states
have added directors of veterans’ education
who are concerned primarily with adult
education. All states have diregtors of
vocational education who supervise pro-

Large . numbers
of branch libraries are being establish— .

— '———‘—————

‘grammes of occupational training for -
adults. . -

The federally aided programme . of
vocational education provides vocational

_ training for two groups of people—those

enrolled in full-time schools and those
workers who have left the full-time schools
to enter employment but wro return for
further instruction. The latter is essen-
tially an adult group. Of the total number
of persons. 3,094,646 enrolled in public
vocational education programmes in 1949,
1,931,946 or 62 per cent, were members of
evoning and part-time vocational classes
and helped to increase the total of peaple
in adult education  programmes. Every
state operates vocational education courses
in the fields of agriculture, business, home-
making and industry, and education for
adult workers in these fields ia available
in every state.

TH IND!AN ADULT EDUCATIO
THE NINTH SOU ONFERENCE

Circular to delegates and visitors _ .
The following Circular dated 9-—12—'53 concerning the Ninth South Indian

> Adult Education Conference which is to be held at 'll“irupathi on 9ih and 10th January
1954, has been issued bv Sri L. M, Pvlee, President, Sri G. Harisarvottama Rao,

hairman of the Executive Committee, and Sri T. J. R, Gopal, Organising Secretary,

South Indian Adult Education Association :

The Ninth South Indian Adult Educa-

" tion Couference will be held on 9th and

10th January 1954 under the Presidentship

i of S N. G. Ranga, Member, Council of

States. Sri K. S. Ramaswamy Sastriar,

* .Honorary Organiser for Adult Education

", to the Government of Madras, will in-
. dugurate the Couference.

The Conference will be the guest of the
citizens of Tirupathi and the local Adult
Education Committee. Sri C. Auna Rao,
Executive Officer, Tirumalai Devastanam,
Tirupathi, has been kind enough to agree
to be tiie Chairman of the Reception Com-
mittee of the Conference, Free accommo-
dation will be provided for the Delegates
and visitors of the Couference by the
Reception Committee for which previous
intimation may be sent to the Secretary,

eception Committee, Ninth South Indian
%‘duli Education Conference, Municipal
High School, Tirupathi. The exact time
of the arrival of the Delegates and visitors
of the Conference may be intimated to the

. Secretary so as to enable him to arrange to
send volunteers to receive them and to
take them to their lodges.

Adult Education Exhibition :—In con-
nection with the above Conference, an
Adult Education Exhibition will be orga-
nised. Sri N, Mahalingam, M.L. A,
Pollachi, has kindly consented to inaugu-
rate the Exhibition. Those interested
and engaged in Adult (Social) Education
may kindly send their materials to the
Secretary of the Reception Committee at
an earlv date before the dates of the
Conference,

Programme :—The programme of the
Conference will consist of General and
Sectional discussions and resolutions,
In General Session subjects will be pre-
sented by representative speakers who will
briefly present the resolution of the Sec-
tional *meetings so as to avoid elaborate
discussions at the General Session. All
Delegates who wish to present papers on
any ¢ Yject connected with Adult (Social)

0,
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- " Kducation are requested to sepd the-dds-
resolutions so as to reach tbx,. Secretaty
South. Indian Adult Hducation Associat: i
‘tion, Mount Road, Madras-2 or the_Ssc.
retary. of the Conference.at Tirupati an:or. Associat;
before Sth Januany 1954, . p;.l lqn or 3;23?3,0 nx,}::‘:?

. A special Session for ladies may. be ‘nor;‘z-a}-.a e
nised;- Tours to:places of .interest ip anda be-added 0. th
arownd - Tiraupaty may also+be’ Hreanised, ﬁnca for o {. 'A)?
Mrs. T. N. Ramamurthy, fofmet, Principal, ud i
Queen Mary’s College, Madraskéwili pre-
side over the women's sessiof: A" .

Language of  the. Conferénce;— The
official language of the Copferencemiil be
Hnglish. Speakers wilt Bz entitled to uses
their own. language biuf.translations wiil
be made into English 'whenever Mec:ssary
or meeded. : : '

_f:hi§'51l_ alon g bee

cular to that State.

deal with itsown State £

1 working in-close :
. X cotla-
ation with our Associa:

Ad\,xlp"Ed'ucatign and the Andhtas in
eral upon  their achievenment, This.
always stood for the uuijty
a which has consisted of
B s . ’
+several States, Thgt the Andbira State will
‘Jumber makes no-diffe.

socidtion. .. We shall
- Teg X , 5 con
tinue to. stand forthe g i :

sociation’ in matters

" Further particulars o i

‘ T " v be obtained
from :the Secretary, »
Edueation - Association,

Sout} 3 Indian Adult
/¥0, Narasinga-

. . N ¢ .. puram Street, )M
Membership .—The membership of . the ;Fthi?e :-:85e3e97) IV(I,(:U?”: R‘m'd'. Madras-2.

~ conference is open to all members of the.. Tirupathi, Adult Eduéait-i;’;‘%m Secretary,

South Indian-Aduit Hducstigh Association:
and the members are entitled to receive ali :
the publications of the conference:free of
cost. . ’

Fees: Patron Rs. 100; Donors Rs. 50

members - Rs. 10; Individual. Delegates . advance.

"Rs. 5. This membership fee will include Gandhi and Gokhale Fi]
the,fee for the membership of the Associa- “ Adult Pupils
tion. ‘ Withthe help of the proj

 In view of the various issues that await = strips lent by 'the United §
discussions thereat, we appeal to the State tion Service, filns of varied

~ " Governments in South India, to all Educa- shown to the pupils of the Asoka Soei
... tional  Institutions, to Social Service Adult night S«:bool, “

Orgauisations, and to Local Bodies to. Lantern slides on
“depute one or more representatives to Gandhi, lent by the
attend the conference. We also appeal to  Sevak Sangh;¥vere

¢

.Maniecipal High School,*Titifpathi
3 .

Committee,

Note:—TFhe Boarding fa .l’tﬁ .
' ged : .will be
arranged by the Secretaryighihs Rooebt:
Committee on pasment (‘,’;’%&h" Recedtion

ees : the-Delegates and othe
Institution Rs..15; Reception Committee The Boarding Fee 8f:.:ﬂ‘:lfdt

s*2 per day, to
be Conferenge.
be given in

ms Shown to

ector and filiy-
tates Informa-
interest were
ety’
G. T. Madras, v
the life of Mahatma
Madras Citv Harijan
shown on 28—11_'53,

all  Adult. Education Workers and Slides on the life of Gapala Krishna

Sympathisers to support the cause of Gokhale, which were lent by

the Servants

Adult Education. by rendering financial of India Society, Madras. were shown on
help. The final and complgte programme 5—12—'53. When the fiilms and slides
of the conference will be made available were shown, thev were explained bv Mr

© early before the Copference, . w
t’ ficance as it is held just after the Andhra'.r

.- Bducation Association we

‘ _ 3 o T. Néelakantan, Secretary, Asoka Society
., . This Conference is of vety great si‘gm-&m easy language and in an interest v

ing wav.

Mr.. M. R. Perumal Mudaliar Adul
" State is formed.. The Sthw%g djan Adult Edtcation Officer, Government of i\I; ras.

es . the for- visited the Agult ,Night School on

dras,

mation of the new State and. congratufates 19—12-—'53, when films and slides were
the Andhradesa'Librarv Asseciation which “being'shown o those presens. )

5 P ;
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% Spreading Literacy is Urgent

e
g,

: &

Patriotic Work, says Governor
Dr. Pattabhi Sitaramayya

g
&

s

The ninth annual session of the All-India Adult Educa-
tion Conference held in the last week of December 1952
at Nagpur was momentous from every point of view.

The conference had in its President one who has been
labouring in the field of Adult Education for decades,
- and who is the acknowledged leader of the Adult Educa-
tion movement in South India. His address is a complete
survey and comprehensive study and gives an idea of the
poor work done so far and of the enormous amount of
work which remains yet to be done.

His Excellency Dr. Pattabhi Sitaramayya. Governor
of Madhya Pradesh, addressing the conference, said that
spreading literacy is urgent patriotic work which every
educated person was bound to do. If, he declared, every
educated person felt that way and did his duty, India
could be made completely literate in about three years,
and need not take 55 long years as estimated by Sargent.

Who or what can give such a turn is the question Which
the South Indian Adult Education Association has been
tackling for the past 12 years. Inits view, some med-
sure of indirect compulsion or conscription i® necessary.
The day that men at the helm come to adopt this view.
will mark the beginning of a Revolution. S A
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Adult Education Literature was held cussing the language side. Such
at Jamianagar (Delhi) between the groups were also formed, and sent
20th and the 26th of December 1952. their views. The Directorate took
Ninety-two Delegates, of whom those views alsointo consideration.

. forty-three were from the Delhi They formulated 104 findings in all.
#. State, attended. There were two The final plenary session was not - -
Observers. asked, and could not be asked to

The total number of papers discus- discuss all the findings. So, some

sed were ten. These were issued by findings were star-marked as having
_the Directorate of the Seminar. They been subjects of divided opinion and

were explained at the plenary ses- they were discussed at the final ses-

sion every day and generally discus- sion. Five resolutions were also passed

sed in broad outline. The Steering at the final session.

Committee consisting of the Director, The authorities of the Seminar
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¢

OFFICIAL REPORT READY

First South Indian Regidnal Seminar on
Adult Education held at Adyar
in April 1951

PRICE: RS.2-8—0 THICK WRAPPER
* 2-0—0 THIN

29 ?” 11

ﬂ
7. 8preading Literacy is Patriotic Work 68 ﬂ
%

Copies can be had from the Organising Secretary :

The South Indian Adult Education, Association,

the Associate Director, the Secretary,
and leaders of eight groups created
for the discussion of these papers
and divided into two sectors of four
each, discussed these papers in the
first instance, and each paper was
sent ‘to the groups of its proper
sector, and they discussed and put
down their opinions on paper. The
Directorate consolidated these opi-

xlr;ions in the form of findings. These

ndings were presented to the ple-
nary session on the 25th December

1952 at its last meeting. During the

had proposed to do a number of
things, which they did not do. They
had essayed to review the existing
literature for neo-literates in all the
languages of India. They could not,
and they did notdo it. The subject
was not even touched. They had pro-
posed to discuss issues framed by the
Constituents. The Seminar was not
even informed of what were the
issues raised and who had raised
them. The Seminar was also to get
papers read. This also was not done.
The papers were duplicated and dis.
tributed. If the papers had been read

f the daily plenary session, :
o :&lv}::: gound that ghgre, was need of and considered probably the discus-
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sion at the Seminar would have taken
a practical turn based on experien-
ces. What was actually discussed was
however development of huge busi-
ness from all points of view in the
field of Neo-literate Literature tou-
ching down to the qualities of loaded
-art paper and details of type-face.
Daring experiments and detailed
investigations have been recommen-
ded to State Governments and the
Central Government as a conseque-
nce thereof and some of the most
important problems are referred to
the linguistic areas. The Seminar did
not define a Neo-literate to itself nor
had it a clearidea of the three stages
of literature which it discussed. '

"Thus, the Seminar did not rexlly
fulfil the purpose for which it was

convened. But it was useful to those .

attending in one respect. They had
scope to get acquainted with very
many techniques of business organi-
sation, printing, paper, binding and
modkern divices like the audio-visual
book.

Resolutions two, three and four of
the Seminar indicate in an epitomi-
sed form the findings recorded.

The basic ideal that guided the
Directorate is found in a note at the
top of the findings. It runs as
follows :—

¢« The function of Social Education
Leaders is to examine what is neces-
sary and desirable; and to state it.
1t is for the publishing trade, and
the Government and the manufac-
turers associated withthe book trade
to tackle the problem of cost. Itis
wrong for educational interests to
block their own thinking even at the
very outset with considerations of
finance on the present basis and
present technology without giving
credit to technologists for the capa-

o

city to meet situations created by

proposals of the kinds made in this '

paper.”

No wonder then that practical pro-
blems facing the worker did mot
attract attention.

However, the following findings
of the Seminar do deserve the imme-
diate attention of Governments, and
we draw special attention to these :

The Goyernment should help dis-
covery of authors and encourage
them to turn their attention to the
production of literature for neo-
literates by the following methdds :

Offering prizes to authors of the
books which established themselves

‘as the best in the field.

_To give a chance to newly emer-
ging authors by inviting drafts of
books for a competition and giving
prizes to the best ones.

In both the cases the assessment

should be done by a committee of ™

experts with, if at all, the least pos-
sible representation of officialg,

The Central Government should
take care of the national language
and the constituent States of the res-
pective regional languages.

Governments should pool their
Departmental publishing  activities
in subjects like Animal Husbandry,

Fisheries, Co-operation, etc, for the :

benefit of the new literates.

The Government canco-ordinate the
work of publishing agencies, non-Goy-
ernmental Social Education bodies,
etc. in the promotion of literatyre
for neo-literates by stimulating and
financing . periodical Seminars for
pooling experiences and setting up

standards, and to endeavour to imple-x+

ment the findings of value.
Government should make the
distribution of literature for neo.jte.
rates economical and expeditiogs |}
one of the following methods : y
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Entrusting the distribution to
Deputy Inspectors of Schools as it
was done a century ago when text
books were produced for the first
time and ag itis done now in Madras
St%g’e buying copies in_bulk and dis-
tributing them to the Centres either
for price or as gift asit1s done now
in Madras State. o

The Government should give finan-
cial aid to Social Education Associa-
tions and other non-Governmental

and non-profit-making agencies eng-
aged in the production of literature
for neo-literates, for the following
purposes :

To finance research undertakings-

To provide initial capital for pro-
ducing books.

By giving aids for conducting
Seminars for pooling experiences.

By giving subsidies to periodicals
on the subject in order to dissemi- .
nate new experiences and thought
among all interested parties.

The International Conference of Social Work
By K. S. RAMASWAMI SASTRI

I had the privilege of attending rthe
International Conference of Socisl Work
held at Madras from the 12th to the 20th
December 1952 as a I'elegate of the South
Indian Adult Education Association. The
Conference was attended by over 1,300
Delegates from all over the world and was
a great sucopss. The specific subject for
consideration by the Conference was * The
Role of Social Service in Raising the
Standard of Living’’. Rajkumari Amrit
Kesur, Chairman, All India Reception
Gommittee of the Conference, stressed the
vital truth that the phrase "stanfia_rd of
living’ should include not only minimum
economio staundards but .also those fc,),r
moral, social and sointu_al growth .
Dr. Jivarej N. Mehta, Chairman, I.nter-
national Conference Orgenising Committee,
urged that voverty and misery any w.here
are # danger to prospent’y and haqpmqgs
everywhere. The world’s population '1s
growing every year and hence we have to
incresse food production year after year-
- e under—developed areas likethosein Asia
we have tq eradicate ighorance and poverty,
and squalor and disease. In his Inaugural
‘Address, , Mr. Sri Prakass, Governor of

dras, sounded a werning that we must
Lro.t oon’fuse standards of living with the
"~ manner of living and look with a highbrow
- gontempt on the simple habits relating to

. d dress and housing prevalent in the
"-*g::f: é He protested aleo against. Social
sice becoming a form Of recreation: for

N { gl

the upper classes who are free from the
cares of competitive life.

The fact is that the standards of living
vary according to varying geographical
and social and cultural factors. The
Western nations have gone ahead of us in
economic and scientific factors. But we
are still shead of them in cultural and
gpiritual factors, Mahatma Gandhi’s Con-
structive Programme was a great attempt
to harmonige both the factors according to
India’s needs in the modern age. He
insisted on social and economic justice and
on the modern methods of organised soocial
uplift without giving up our time-honoured
charity and loving aid. o

But at the same time we must realige
thet man can find himself only by serving
his fellow-men in a spirit of love without
any trace of condescencion, therein. The
Confereuce, besides meeting everyday in
plenary sessions, had four commigsions in
the Rajaji Hall dealing with Training for
Leadership in Social Service, the Applica-
tion of Social Work Skills and Techniques
to the problem of under-developed areas,
the Social Implications of Technical Assis-
tance Programmes, and Regional Co-ope:-
ation in Sccial Service in Southeest Asia.
There was ap interesting exhibition opened
at the University Examination Hall by
Dr. Sfr A. Lakshmanaswami Mudaliar,
Vice-Chancellor of the University of
Madras There was also an_ exhibition of
books on Social Service. In the balconyof

»
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Nation.al Seminar on Preparation of
Literature of Neo-Literates

Prime Minister’s Plea for Social Education

The Third National Sewminar of th

held at Jamia Millia, Okhla, f
T. Madiah Gowda. Seminar ont

The Seminar was form
Dec_ember in Assembly Hall of t
Mujeeb, Vice-Chancelior of the
the Indian Adult Education As

Inaugurating the Seminar
Minister said: “ It does nof r:g:ire any
argument o show the importance of Social
Education in a country like India. Op]
yesterday we finished the discussion og
the Five year Plan. If that plan is really
going to be given effect to from todav then
it is quite essential that there should be a
solid foundation of Social Education. The
E:ive Year Plan is not merely a plan of put-
ting up production schemes like agriculture
and industry. It is concerned with the
production of types of human beings. In the
improvement of human beings, education
plays a very important part. 1t i essential
that we should look after the education of
the younger generation, but .it does not
mean that we ingore the o'der peneration
and wnig for the boys and girls to grow up.
Hence Social Education is important. It

Prime

e Indian Adult Edvcation Association was

: o 26th D i i i
Tie Seminar ni® 2 ecember under the Directorshiv of Shrij

Literates” and was attended by eminent edu

113 - . -
the Preparation of Literatore for Neo-

! cationists and delecates from all over [ndia.
ally inaugurated b

he Teachers’ Tra
Ja{mq Millia welcomed the Prim
sociation as well as the Jamia Miils.

by the Erinxe Minister on the 20th
ining Institute, Jamia Millia, Professor
e Minister on behalf of

should be pursued in a scientific and in &
organised way. I should like youto rerln!:nanIi
ber that an illiterate adult of India is not
necessarily uneducated. There are a number
of illiterate adults who know their jobs
very .well. ’.I‘hey can give large bits of
classical atories from their memory. Tl;ere
are numerous cultural elements in them
¢ have, therefore, to respect the averagt;

illiterate adultin India. T
Social eduoation does not he problem of

mere in;{a.rting of literacy.
r. anganathan, Ge:

Indian Adult Education A:ilint
ked the Prime Minister for bon
§em1nar by his wisit. Ha
idea of the work the Seminar
do m‘t‘;he next few days.
say : " This particular Sem
ted to prepare the material for ihe feeding

_Secretary,
lon, than-
ouring the °
then gave an .-

the Rajaji Hall there was an exhihition of
the activities of various Indian Sccial
Service agencies.

The most interesting and practical work
was done, however in the open diseus-
sions. These related to Services to
Children and Youth Services for fauwily
life, Services for the Physically Handicap-
ped, Social Aspeots of the Population
Problem, Social Aspects of Housing,
Agricultural Co-operation as a means of
Social Progress, Prineciples and Plans of
Social Security, Welfare Problemas in
migration,and the Integration of Economic
and Social Planning. I took part in many
of these discussions and urged that Adult
Education should be a top priority in the
nationaljplanping because the co-operation

of an edusated people is the most vital
element in the success of Demooracy. In
regard to Welfare Services in Industi‘y 1
urged that the employers of labour should
earmark a portion of the usual hours of
work for impartiug Adult Education and
should hereafter insist on literacy in the
0age of_those applying to be accepted as
industrial workers. In regard to Sacial
!nsurunce. which was sure to be costl
jurged that atleast free medical snrviy’
should be mg.cle availahle to the phor m(,)s
that Maternity and Child Welfare Cent B
:}l;:;xl;ih be opened in larger numbers arxf; ‘
S.c’hool:ra should be medigal 1nspection in
The Conference was o

great success. 0 the whole

rgstriot itself to

was likely to ™
He went on to .
inar is calcula-
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ind of our people: This Seminar is
:f;tt:l;;lil;?g to explore the ways and meaus
by which our languages can be revived and
can be made the vehicle of current thought
within the reach of every citizea of our
E1]
ooBl:'.trﬁmarnath Jha, President of the
Indian Adult Education Association, stres-
ged the problem of providing literature for
the neo-literates, that the Association was
facing. He suggested that the literature
$o be produced for the adults should have
gome relation to their vocation.
Welcoming the delegates to the Semiuu",
Shri Madiah Gowda, Director of the Semi-
par. brought home to the audience the y 00
man service the Indian Adult Educgt'lon
Association was rendering by orgeunizing
national seminars and conferences thus
enlightening the people. He further went
on to sav: “ The problem of Social Educa-
tion to the nation today is very vital and
most important. A great effort is required
for the reconstruction of the lives of our
people, who, after centuries of glumber and
quiescense are witnessing a new awaken-
ing by becoming a free and iudependent
pation. Their welfare, progress and pros-
pertity depend on their quality as eitizens
and that in turn depend upon the education
- which moulds their character and shapes
- their thoughts.”
. Clarifying the purpose and snope of Adult
* Education, Shri Gowda remarked: * The
. 8ocial or Adult Education does not mean
‘the mere teaching of the shree R's. Lite-
racy is only a means and not an end. Itis
& key with which one can open the treasu-
- yes of human knowledge. Through it, we
cap add to our information, establish cont-
act with our cultural heritage, increase our
efficiency and have a better understanding
of the world. It helps to raise the quality
oi life as a whole. So in the scheme of
Social Education, literacy is the first step
and a most important step too. It is a
media for suitable education.” Speaking
on the problem of produciug suitable lite-
rature for neo-literates, Shri Gowda said,
that the Seminar, keeping in view the
adult interests and psychology would have
to deliberate on the principles. the appro-
;loh and the method of preparing literature
for adults. '
Shri Jagdish Singh, Secretary-General of
"the Seminar road out the messages that
were received froQLtnhe President and the

g
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Vice-President of India, the Director-
General of UNESCO, Health Minister of
india, Speaker of the House of the People
and Governors of Bombay. West Bengal,
Madras and Vinduya Pradesh.

Chaudhury Brahm Prakash, Chief
Minister of Delhi, Shri S. R. Kidwai,
Minister for Education, Dr. Sushila Nayyar,
Minister for Health, Ur. Syed Mahmood,
former HEducation Minister of Bihar and
Professor Humayun Kabir and several
Members of Parliament and State Legisla-
tures were among those who attended the
inaugural function.

The Seminar was addressed on the 2lst
by .Mr. S. R. Kidwai, Education Minister,
Delhi State. He described the work Jamia
Millia nad been doing in the field of produ=-
tion of literature for adults for the past
fiftean vears, He added that the adults
must be provided with the type of literature
which they can themselves use and this
should be produced for adults in all stages
of progress. He urged greater use of
pictorialg.

Mrs. Kalgum Sayani. Editor of Rahbar,
and a delegate from Bombay, addressed the
Seminar and narrated her experiences in
the field of Social Education.

The Seminar was addressed on the 24th
by Dr. Frank Laubach, who spoke on the
method of iinparting education to the adults
through the use of specially devised charts.
He demonstrated with the heip of his
charts how his method could be used for
liquidating illiteracy from India within a
ghort time.

Several (Committees were formed to
assist the organisers of the Seminar. Mr.
D. R. Kzlia, asthe Chairman of Exhibition
Commistee, Mr. N. K. Gupta as Chairman
of Entertainment Committee and Joint
Secretary of the Seminar. Dr. Saeed Ansari
as Chairman of House Committee and Mr.
Barkat Ali Firaq, as Joint Secratary of the
Seminar did emarkable job.

A special mention must be made of the
exbibition of the aduit literature from
various comtries of the world. The exhi-
bition showed adult literature produced in
different countries and by different agen-
cies and individuals for the usw of neo-
literates. The exhibits were arvrauged in
different section, namely, adult literature
ivcludirg periodicals in Indian languages,
literature collected from foreign countries,
audio visual aids used in Social Education

o -
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work, progress of Social Education work in
India and the activities of the Idara-Talum
O-Taraqqgi, Social Education Department
of the Delhi Government, Delhi Municipal
Committee and the Delhi Pubiic Library.

Resolutions Passed

The Seminar passed the following reso-
lutions :

1. '-l‘h?.t the Indian Adult Eduocation
Association be requested to communicate
the ffodings of the Seminar to :

(1) the Government i the countre ;
) 2) the State Linguistic Adult Educa-
tion Associations;

_ {3) Bhe National and State Linguistic
Library Associations;

(4) _The.Gentral Library Academies for
each Linguistic Region.

(6) All India and State Fublishers’
Associations ;
(6 Universities’ and
(7) Unesco.
2. That the Governments be requested -
(1) to provide finance to investigate

the problems marked for investigation by
proper methods of reasearch ;

(2) to provide for pilot project to bring
out (1) one Craft—Ceuntred series of hooks
and (2) one Audio-Visual book for private
study, by way of demonstration ; and

(3) to endeavour to set up a non-profit-
making Mixed Publisher Agency to pro-
duce books for neo-literates in view of:
(1) the urgency to make Social Education
permeate tho entire body of citizens in
the quickest possible time., to make them
efficient and willing participants in the
working of the first Five Year Plan already
announced and the future plans to be based
op it; (2) the vastness of the number of neo-
literates to be served with reading mate-
rials; {3} the need for reducing cost, with-
out lowering and desirable standard.

§

(1) by bringing out editions with the
n_ungber of copies running into four or five
digits ;

(2) by using commen blocks for severa]
languages, whenever possible ;

(2) by using the latest off-set method
of printing to make execution efficient cost
of copy low ; and

(4) the possible delays, unwillingneas
to enter the field and absence of Ceuterpre-
neur experience if the work is left to Gov-
ernment Departments, or Private Pub-
lishers or Adult Education Associations.

3. That the State/Linguistic Adult
Education Associations be requested to
hold Regional Seminars for a more detailed
study of the problems connected with the
elements ; (1) Language, (2) Style, (3) Folk-
lgre, Folk-songs etc., (4) Classiocs for retsl-
ling or adaptation, (5) Foreign' originals
in arts and crafis for translation.

4. That the Inter-Uuiversity Board and
the Universities be requested to arrange
for research into the problems of the pro-
duc.tlon of literature for neo-literates
which has been marked out for the purpone'
!;hrough their Faculties and Depnrtments'
in Education and Psychology.

That, taking technologists into con-
sgltatlon. the literary academies in the
d1ffprent languages be requested to take u
script-reform in view of the facg that : P

_ {1) the economical printing of the large
edlthns of books needed in renascent India
:orkmg for uEivlersal literaoy and educa-

lon require the latest methods i
coml.zcés)ition ; of machine
Machine composition requires
::x;allest possible number of typqe ct?urtul::
8,

(8) Reading too will be eagier i
:g:lnber of type-characters is made smLflltclal:;

(4) No adequate organised ‘attempt

has been hitherto made to revj :
type characters. vise Indian

Await Early Release:
«WOES OF AN ILLITERATE” 7
- [myuwrgair uGibunG]
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Third South Indian Adult Education
Week Celebrations.

Following are reports of celebrations of the Third South Indian Adult

Education Week
appeared in the issue o
more repor .
. Chiagleput District.
| andur i—The Week was celebrated
hel::r acoording to programme under the
auspices of the local Board Elementary
Sehool. Public meetings were held, and
the aim of the Week was explained. 'I"he
need for and the technique of starting
and maintaining an Adult Education Centre

- were explained. Adults who were wiiling

s

. a8 .the

to attend a Centre were enlisted.

Ramanathapuram District.

Vadamathurai i—The Week was celebra-
ted in ail the villages of the Range, about
100 in number, in a successful and effective
manner. A procession led by Sri T. S.
Ramachandran, B.A., B.T,, Deputy Inspector
of Schools, was taken out, speeches were

‘made in all the main streets and at corners,

and songs were sung. A public meeting
was held in the local Board Higher Ele-
mentary Schoo]. The local Panchayat
Board President hoisted the National Flag,

jalogues and variety entertainments were

‘held. Mr. V. Vellaichamy and Devanesan

gave short talks. The President of the
meeting said that she Adult Literacy Drive
would succeed in proportion to the co-
operation extended by the people in the
villages. ]

Sattur : -A Taluk Committee was cons-
tituted at & meeting held on 5——11~-§2 in
the A. V. High Scheol, with the Tahsildar
Pregident and the Deputy
Tnspeotor -of Schools as the ‘Chairman of
the Exeoutive Working Committee. A

rocession was taken out on 8—11--b2.
he Tahsildar presided over the Inaugural
day funotions. Kumari V. Ba!)u.' Head-
mistress, 8. H. W. E. Harvey Glrl.s High
School, hoisted the Adult Education flag.

ﬂsb Senior Deputy {nspeotor of Co-opera-

A demonstration

i

ties gave a talk on. Co-operation’
S eirats lesson was given. Ony

the. Moblisation Day each school was:

: e hearby village for Adult
i'g%:!?&o: nfwo,r‘k. and teachers of the

A

s visited the villages allotted to them -

k in various centres throughout MadrasState. A good many revorts
, f the * Adult Education Review” tor December 1952. On receipt
ts will be published in the issue of the ' Review * for February 1953 :—

to do propaganda. A propaganda meeting
was held 2t Chinnakkamanpalli, Rev., Fr.
Ponnaid, S. J., Headmaster, Training
School, presiding. The Senior Inspector
of Co-operative Stores gave a talk on
“Co-operation’’ Two villagers spoke on the
importance of Adult Education. The
Deputy Inspector of Schools stressed the
velue of adult literacy. On 10 —11—52,a
propaganda meeting was held at Elayaram.
pannai, 3ri T. S. Kandaswamy Mudaliar.
Advocate, Sattur, presiding. and addressed
by Sti T. S. Venugopala Aiyar, Headmaster
8. H. N. E. High School, the Junior Ins-
pector of Co-operative Stores, Rev. Fr. Pon-
naid, and Sri Mariappa Nadar. The Sattur
Co-operative Stores made a gifi of states,
nencils and notebooks for distribution
among adult illiterates to be taught. An
Adult Literacy Centre was opened on
12—11—52 at the A.V. High Schoel, Sattar,
to be under the management of the Pan-
chayat Board.

Mudukulathur :— A Taluk Committee was
formed with influential and leading mem-
bers of the public. The Week was
inaugurated by Sri 8 Narayana Aiyangar,
Headmaster of the local Board Middle
School in the premises of the local Muslim
Higher Elementary School, the Deputy
Tahsildar presiding. The HMeadmaster
explained what the State was doing to wipe
out adult illiteracy and the President
appealed for people’s co-operation.
procession of about one thousand children
was taken out, when songs speocially
composed for the occasion were sung. At
the end sweets were distributed to the
children. The Week was celebrated in all
the main villages of the Taluk, the Reve-
nue inspeotors playing their part.

Sivaganga: —A local committee was
formed with Sri 8. Bangarusami Raija,

‘Tahsildar, Sivaganga, as President. The

programmme ohalked out by the President
of the South Indian Adult Education
Asgsociation ‘'was communicated by the
Deputy Inspector of. Schools %o all the

peNes, & TRRNUNANING & 1\ ¢
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Higher Elementary Schools. The flag day
was not observed as there was no flag, and
no colleotions were made. Entertainments
and propaganda meetings were held in the
premises of the C. S. Church maidap near
the B. D. M. College, Sivaganga.' Kumari
b'. Bhagyam, Inspectress of Schools, Vth
ou‘ole‘ Mathurai, presiding over a meeting.
explained the significance of the Week,
There was a variety entertainment Vitlu-
pattu and a film show at the local High
bchpoi. As a result of the propaganda done
during the Week, four wore centres—

snameadura, Tirupuvanan, Vellikuruchi
and  Vellianandai~came forward to
start and run Adult}Literacy Centres.

Madurai District
, Periakwlam :—The Week was inaugu-
rated in the premises of the Edward Me.
morial Higher Elementary School, along
with an KExhibition of charts received

from the local Health Officer and the Agri- ,

cultural Demonstrator, On 10—11—52 a
procession was taken out of boys and girls
of several schools in Periekulam Town and
neighbouring villages ; and a public meet-
ing held, Mr. P. E. Albert, District Mun-
siff, presiding, and addressed by Mr. Siva.
kolundu, Tamil Pandit, and Miss Sathiva
nathan, assistant, of the local High School.
About 2,000 people attended the meeting,
and they were entertained with Kummi,
Kolattam and dialogue. Adult teaching was
demonstrated by an adult School teacher,
in an interesting manner which impressed
the adult learner very much.

Tirunelveli District

A report from the Collector says that
instructions were issuedtoall the Revenue
Divisional Officers, Tahsildars and Deputy
Tahsildars to strengthen the existing, and
form additional, Adult Education Commit-
tees, The Distriet Adult Education Com.
irittee met on 22 -10—52 and «dopted a
resolution requesting the Municipal Coun-
cil and Major Panchayat Boards in the
District to celebrate the Week in a fitting
manner. As many as9 Taluk Committees,
41 Firka Committees and 688 Village com-
mittees functioned during the Week, the
Koilpatti Taluk alone accouuting for 285
Village Committees. The Week was cele-
brated in & good number of villages, in all
the Taluk Headquarters and other impor-
tant towns of the District. Processions
were taken out and public meetings held

B TN
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in all the places, both offcials
officials, Congressmen and otherax;gag?nn-
persons participsting. Dramas wer%
enacted and dialogues given in some places)
stressing the importance of literacy. The
m%esk YT?S celgbrzteg in a fitting manner
viilages in the Ru
s yillage ral Welfare area of
The District Educational Officer, Tiru-
nelveli East, says, in his report, that the
Week‘ was celebrated “in all solemnity
serenity and sincerity’’ and thatlQ Adull;
Literacy Schools were started. .
Tiruchenduy :—One Taluk "ommi
ﬁ\{e Firka Committees and 33 Vilagg“égg;ﬁ.’
mittees were formed in this Taluk. Officials
played their due part in the successful
celebration of the Week. Public meetings
held at Tiruchendur, Paramankurichi, and
Alwartirunagari were attended by h'und-
reds. Loud speakers were used at these
meetings. Music, kolattam and dialogue
entertainments were provided

Ambasamubram —The T ! i
was 'reformad on 20—10——’5;1“:;8?!;:?1:??
Srmlva.sa. Aiyangar as President, Srim;xtl:
Gomati Ammal as Vice-President Sri
M_nthukumaraswamy as eoretury.’ Sri
Vlgves‘waran 28 Assistant Secretary and
Sri Rajangam Aiyar as Treasurer and with
several members of the Taluk Congress
Committee and teachers as members. The
Week celeorations commenced with -
prayers offered in temples, churcheg and
r}n{osqg%, and a publicA meeting with Sri &,
H. Parameswara iyar, Hea
lhl.rthapatbi High School, in th(tiasn:g:?:’
which was addressed by the Deputy (ns—:
pector of Schools, Ambasamudram, Srj
Gognati Sankara Dikshitar, and Sr'i M1
;iglshnan, ~Intensxve propaganda wag dom;
ingthe pherns of Ambasamudram ang Kall
daikurichi by batches of werkers the ﬁra\‘:
batch uqder the leadership of Sri Mudur 8
draw, Estate Manager, Urkad, the secsn&
batoh led by Sri K. H. Parameawars Aj y
M.L.C , the third batch under the le‘gar,
ship of Janab B. Syed Abdul Gafoor ’}er—-
tion Deputy. Tahgildar, oo, Hlec-

Palayamkottai: The Week
in the Perumal Sannathi St:::s A
School from 8 10 12-11-52 :
procession was taken out w
dally composed for the acca

elebrated

unicipale -
oy ”11""525
here songs spe‘

The second day was celebra sion were sung.
2 te . v
Day- Flags were sold u.n((i{ 8" leaching

made on the third day. 0 collections
(Continued en I,‘,’; etg‘o“) fourth day
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Purpose and objective of Adult
Education defined

Sri G. Harisarvottama Rau’s address to
Ninth Annual Conference

. The Ninth Session of thet:) Alil-India
Nagpur on 28th and 29t.h Decem
of t%{e Executive Committee of the South In

Honorary Adult

Aduit Education Conference was held at

er 1952. Sri G. Harisarvottama Rau, M.A., Chairman
dian Adult Education Association, Madras,

Kducation Organiser, Andhra Desa, and Editor, *“ Adult Education

Review,” delivered the following Presidential Address:—

Chief Minister Sri Ravi Sankar Sukla
and my beloved friends all wl}o.have come
together in the cause of the illiterate and

the ignorant. .

1 consider it a privilege to preside over
a conference Which has been call_ed to draw
attention to the first constructive ne}ed of
the country and to work Oqt a sqlutlon of
the problems that face usin golving that
need. A workerall my life, 1 .have felt
that there is no greater pecessity to-day
than an army of men devoted to 1_;he con-
tructive side of our existence in this coun-

" try. In fact, [ consider that the world has

arrived at the top of a precipice by its con-
tinued attachment to competitive life,where
political power has counted as the supreme
aspiration for holding down the exploited,

 be it economically, socially or even intel-

_ people, fo
* ¢the back 0

" lectually, and is to day threatened with an

al fall into a gaping chasm. What-
23Z:mme groping world may be doing for
the moment, it i8 certain t.ha._t tt}e h.eart; of
the world is sound and is indicating the
path of love, co-operation and peace as the
invisible slope that will take hu_ma.mty tg
a safe haven. Tobuildupa sooiety base
on love, co-operation and pesce—i-¢: olx:l
Truth and Ahimsa—every one of us shop
employ ourselves in such cons?)ruc.:t_lve
activities as will help each other. ' ohsxcs_.
in the sense in which j;he term is under
stood to day. does pot exist for us who are
the makers of & new world of love.
Governanoce is the governance of eveu-yf
man bythimself as part of the governance ;
men by themseives for themselves, tf e
eam that Abraham Lincoln dreamtfoha
democracy where it would be the rule %V gt ;
r the people, by t}le people- i ,
pt of constructive 'elni?voofu;r:
i his privile -
f my mind, ¥ e Rault Ban-

this conge

gding over the Ninth All ln

cation Conference is doubly pleasurable to
me aud for that reason my gratitude to the
Indian Adult Education Association and to
you all gathered here finds expression, not
in any formsal way, but as the most heart~
folt emotion of my personality. I request
you all to accept my thanks from one who
enjoys satisfaction in rendering service as
an equal of the hordes of men contributing
to the onward march of the world towards

a great emancipation.

The Present as Basis for the Future.

Adult Edusation is, as has been truly
described, the eduocation of the .aduln for
life- As life expands the education of the
adult must expand. This expanding pro-
cess of education is all within the spher.e
of the adult edncationistvrathef this
whole expanding process of education _has
to be provided for whosoever may be in a
posgition to make that provision. Ex.treme
individualist as Gandhiji was, he said that
when once an Adult liducationistisina
village no other constructive worker nged
go there. He dreamt of men of too high
an order for the present world and of too
simple a life that does not appear to be in
sight. His wasa world in which Pancha-
yat Raj pearest to direct democracy w?ul.d
be the type of political existence and limi-
tation of wants would have sa progressed
a8 to make machinery dispensable in a
large measure and his own theory of °
trusteeship of the ‘Haves’ wouid have the
chance of subduing and abolighing the
oapitalistic tendencies of the world., To
him the pessant with his hand on the
plough would be the ideal leader and t.he
world in self-sufficient small units with
neighbourly love and affection would be
the social cosmos. Though _there is mo
guestion that the world is moving intellec-
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tually in the direotion he indicated it is
still far off the track in actualities as is
evident from facts in our own existenoce as
we meet here in Nagpur to discuss Rural
Adult Education with the Government of
India run probably in a more centralised
manner than during the British days and
Education begging at the doors of the
Finsnoce Minister while Defence strides
right royal over the budget with the lion's
share. Therefore, friends, as praoctical
men we Lave to think of the present and
shape our future through the present with
all its limitations. We have to use the
gtuff that is available to us, devise ways
of improving and perfeoting it as best as
we may.

Man Power

Gandhiji expected the ideal Adult Educa-
tionist fo come out of the Oongressmen
who had grown up under his diseipline but
what hag happened you all know. When
I thought of organising Adult Education
on behalf of the Government of Madras as
its Honorary Officer, I did not really want

" to put the burdon of Adult Education on
the shoulders of the ill-equipped, ill-paid,
hard-worked Elementary School teacher,
but events have proved that he is, in main,
the available stuff in villages and you may
not dispense with Him on pain of closing
down all initial effort. My experience in
Madras appears to be the experience of
other States in India like Bombay, Assam,
Madhya Pradesh and Bihar, who have made
every fair progress in the Adult Education
endeavour. We have struggled hard, and
are struggling still,to equip the Elementary
School teacher for the great job of initia-
ting Adult Education. We are struggling
to make him realise that he, by himself,
will be unable to achieve the objective in
view, but that he should do his best to
associate with his work not only his co~
teachers in the school but also every edu-
cated individual of his place and officers of
all departments on circuit and non-official
intelligentsia that may visit the place. We
are struggling to use the large force of the
student population to do their part in
Adult Education. The best experiments
have been carried on with this force in the
Mysgore State and Madhya Pradesh. We
are stroggling to interest the villager so
take share in building up his own unit. In

fact.in the Adult Education movement,it is

man-power that is the most urgent problem
—man power fairly trained and equipped
for the task. Progressive Statesin India
have tried to solve the problem of man—
power in many directions and it is well
that at an All-India Conference like this
We compare notes and understand how far
we shall be able to utilise one another's
experiences for the total benefit of this
vast mother-country of ours.

It is true that in the ulimate analysis
we degire to utilise every educated man to
oarry the torch of knowledge to the homes
of our illiterate and ignorant masses. May
Iin this connection appeal to mature men
and women who have reached the age of
Vanaprasta to rise to the occasion and,
instead of retiring to ignominous existence
in Samsara, take an active part to organise-
all educated men to this task of spreading
knowledge far and wide.

Great Consciousness for Better Life.

We desire to develop the Adult Education
movement into &« mass movement, at any
rate the first stage of it, the purpogeful
literacy part of it. We know now by ex-
perience that mere literacy will fail of jtg
purpose. It is here that those States which
made an early atart can give us some guid.
ance- To give but two examples, the
Mysore State Literacy Council has traps-
formed itself into the Mysore Adult Edyca-
tion Council, and the Bombay City Literaocy
Committee has become the Bombay City
Social Education Committee. From the
very start. we so arrange our programme
now as to make it perfectly olear that we
treat the adult as a social unit competent
to shape himself politically, economically
and socially and through that effort take
the country along the path of progress. In
faot, ove of the hardest tasks before the
Adult Educationist is the arousing of the

oonsciousness in the individual adult that’

he has a future before him which he, by
his moral and intelligent effort. can build
up inch by inch and attain, through degrees,
to a plane of happy and healthy living.

Our common humanity feels so hopelessly~
depressed that it cannot think of doing’

anything else but welter in the quagmire of
ignoranoce and poverty in the name of fate
which haspre-determined the conditions of
life for every individual. To take the
ordinary adult out of this quagmire and
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make him realise that he cannot have one
morsel more of food or one yard more of
oloth without becoming literate g.nd edu-
F oated is to begin the Adult Education effort
I am glad that the very adverse conditions
of life that have developed asa consequence
of our long slavery have had their effect
and the oppressed and exploited keenly
feel that they should rise. To canalise
this feeling into an effort for self-education
and selfeexertion for the redempt.lon of both
the individual and the commurity is the
primary duty of the Adult Educationist

Plan Needed.

To commence from such begignings and
carry the adult through successive sta}ges
of purposeful literacy, social education,
development of craft and profess;onal
equipment, profitable use of the written
and printed wmatier and exercise of the
higher nature in the development of the
community life of which he is a part
requires a thorough-going plan, not put
down on paper in a stereotyped manner by
the exercise of some centralised intellect,
put by a proper forecast of the future made

by actual assessment of field work asit
evolves all around us through the toil of
men and women engaged in the great task-
I am sure that you will all agree with me
that annual conferences like this on an
all-India basis should draw for their suste-
pance on very many gatherings all over
the country throughout the year. It is &
happy sign of the times that we are having
regular Seminars now on issues relating to
Adult Education, and you all know we hav'e
assembled here fresh from one such semi-
par held in the oapital of India. to dlscun.s
Adult Literature- We have regional Semi-
nars also. The South Indian Adult Educs-
tioo Association has for its main activity
conferences and Seminars. The Govern-
ment of Bihar has actually put down bold-
s o of conferences and Seminars of Social
10§ \ f the new steps for the

jon as one o
E%‘:;::ggt and the reorientation of the old

soheme. Symposium.

however, we could arganise these
» ‘:;.ol;’ough manner at the pottom !9ve1
Erog ur annusal nationai gath?ﬂngg

ter reality. 1do hope aillan-
muohe ﬁz‘asewill convene their own gathe-
"si'ugs and send representatives to sli-Indis
o nga‘x’ono'ai who will represent different

L

aspects of Adult Education. This, however,
is by the way, though this also is a part of
the plan we should keep in mind.

Tradition of Literacy in India.

The presumption that India in days gone
by developed her huge culture only through
an appeal to the ear is absolutely unfoun-
ded. Asoka should have been a fool if he
had written down his edicts on stones for
popular appeal if there was not a very
appreciable reading public. Our alphabets
themselves bear evidence to literacy acti-
vities in the country. For instance, our
traditional Telugu alphabet begins with
letters which clearly indicate that the
Saivas and the Jainas worked at literacy
to propogate their faiths amongst the
population of the country. The wide-
spread practice of writing of stories of
Ramanpayana and Mahabharatha on the
ceiling floors of templées in South India is

afurther indicstion that reading .was ex-

pected of the Bhaktas as a whole. Of
course, when printing was unknown and
duplication was difficult, you may not
claim that you had universal literacy. The
advent of British rule effaced indigenous
institutions out of existence and if literacy
did not spread, it was our slavery that
was the root cause. Even as such you will
find that in the nineties of the nineteenth
century, Swami Vivekananda raised his
voice in his usual energetic tenor and said:
‘*“So long as the millions live in hunger
and ignorance I hold every man a traitor
whe, having been educated at their
expense, pays not the least heed to them.
Our great national sin is the neglcot of
the masses and that ia the cause of our
downfall. No amount of politics would
be of any avail until the masses in India
are once more well educated, well fed and
well cared for *'. ‘

When the nationalist movement started
at the beginning of this céntury you will
find poet Bharati dedlaring that teaching
one poor illiterate to read is of much
greater merit than thousands of wella sunk
or other traditional aots of charity, and
his co-workers like the President of this
oonference starting the first Adult Clags in
1907, It is also equally true that the
foreign missionary who walked into India
with the Imperial flag of England raised

aq

aloft brought into India his own endeavour

of proselytization and literacy for his fold, -
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Thus it will be seen that India has an
encouraging tradition of literacy. It has
no need to be spoon-fed by outside agenocies
for.the very concept, thongh the deve-
loping knowledge of the world Shonld
always be absorbed and utiliged, There-
fgre. let leaders of men in this country
big and small, not repeat the myth that’;
knowledge in India has come down by
word of mouth and men do not require
hteraqy to be cultured, the more so in the
ztggltgeth c;enttllllrz of advanced scientiffe
pments that are appli i
Cvery bments that e applied for meeting

This tradition of literacy dj i
1n certain parts of the couné’y,lgn::: zlslxl)‘;?
cially in areas like Travancore, Mysore
and Baroda and Cochin. That some of
these aress show a literacy of 50 per cent
and over is a tribute to the people and the
rulers of such areas. But, it cannot be
said that the British Government encoura.-
ged literacy and Adult Education. The
struggl_e thatGokhale putup for compulsory
education beginning right at the beginning
in 1911 has not still borne fruit, though
9ompplsory eduoation has nominally been
in existence for two decades. The Eduoas
tion Ministers in Madras have had to
copfess that not even fiffy percent of the
children of school going age are now at
schools. Adulf literacy and Education did
not make any appeal to the British admi-
nistrator. Still for purposes of religious
propaganda Mission bodies from the
Western world did do, among their fold,
very commendable literacy work. For
instance the Andhira Evangelical Lutheran
Church, Guntur, founded in 1842, has had
the one great aim of teaching all the mem-
bers of the Church to read. Other Christian
establishments all over the country have
done similar work. Developed urban areas
like Bombay necessarily cultivated a sooial
consciousness which gave birth to a num-
ber of institutions of various types carrying
on ameliorative services for labourers,
women, and ‘the depressed " classes in
general which have engaged themselves
in philanthropio activities including lite-
racy- The Mogaveera Vyavasthapak
Mandal, the Bombay Presidency Adult
Education Association, the Maharatta
Bhagiri Samaj, the Nagpada neighbour-
hood house, the Naigam Social Service
Society and many others may be mention-
ed. Tocome very much nearer home the

Hislop College oity nij i
city is an institutioyn wgrltl;:x srf]l;:ﬂoig e
an example of work done by the s!;%'a?
;{npu]se lo our urban areas. Thig innt;it:ll
tion was fOpnded in 1925. It ig the Yo
institution. in the province, with a str ong
of 500 or more adults. Itis mana :«;,gl:
?izl;egeBes:iuddents l:writhout any ren?unoray

. 8 such work in the urbani i
areas, all India organigati i
Ramakrishna Missiogn, :ﬁso%:ri:.knetsﬂ;?

India Society, the Y.M.C.A., the Al) India

Women's Conference, Sri Niketan and dif-

ferent Social Service Leagu i
%art of_ their work litgraeosy d;dng‘?d a.‘s
ducation. In fact, the liberalising mo;l .
%ﬁants of Brahmoism, Aryasamaj ed
.epspghy. the widespread social ref orr
acitivities tha't resulted in congeqy om;
such liberalising movements dig sontrl
bute to the spread of Adult Eduoat'contn-
remember that, before the Va.ndem“tm. .
mo(;rement shook our part of the c:u“;am
and bproduoqd strong currents of thoxlll l.hyt'
and brought into existence the rural lip .
and Andhra movements, the urge for ra.rsi
justice generated by the activity }ocga_
eeresalingam had resulted in at‘:rtinrgl

institutions for the ed i
sed and oppressed. noktion of the depres-

Streaks of Dawn of Freedom.

After all this has been said, i i
be admitted that until the s:g;:ltsmg;:l“l“
of freedom appeared on the horizon } racy
dl(()i notbecome a passion. W
Jovernment announced the lite
:?1 :ﬁ%:;:t:}llgzicbsouls greamt of :;iyievvio:;

86 by making all ad ite-
;;ttel; é}andhui himself advised t‘:ll:snl:lteer
of the l!:ute of Aundh to oconcede the vote
k e literate and achjeve ocent per t
1:etnqy for the whole Population ofc:lxl]
w:s en::: ;x:::ni{lﬁ déstance of time. I:

) Ty t1 Q ini i
took shape in 1937, “n.gr:::ull\gm;fs tl;ll:’
Gentleman’sﬁ{\greement entered into bet.;
:vein Gandhiji and Lord Irwin that Stat
ook up literacy as o policy. The f ﬁ:
%é-gg-tlglélgve wWas_inaugurated in Biharrin
Es-19 ) Mb_y. Dr. Syed Mahmud, th

lon ¥inister of that State. It by
E}bout that time that the South Ingj Aw"' :

ducation Association was m;o:u'tzedam duls
.Adult Eduoation—ore:’?izgeifl tle oaome of
its maintenance—on J

anuary 15
In Bombay the Congregs Govyermzt:g;atltii%

iteracy
hen the British
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ork frofn the Bombay Literacy Cam-
;:?;an;:xmittee whioch had 9tarted whirl-
wind propaganda for awakening the public
consciousness on the urgency of the pro-
blem and had started literacy classes in
different parts of the city in the previous
year and a speoial Bor_nbay Adult Edupa-
tion Committee came into existence with
Mr. B. G. Kher, the thenf&uei Mtl‘mstser og

, as President. out the sam
]tsignlgb‘t{).e South Indian Adult Education
Association was formed and was very
vigorously carrying on propagand_a “lv_ork
starting training classes and opening ite-
racy centres. The Madras Government
did not initiateany scheme of Adult Eg{uc.a
tion though the Prime Minister, C. Raja-
gopalachari wrote aund published his first
book for adults and two later books fcl)xr
follow up study. The Jammu and Kash-
mir State had already an Adult Education
Officer- Bengal records, on the suthority
of the draft report prepared by the Com-
mittee on Adult Education appointed in
1938 by the Government of B_engal, thatin
the sub-division of Serajgan] alone there
were as many as 2,000 Adult .Educatgon
centres with over a lakh of pupils during
1937-38 and in the whole of Bengal there
were 8,000 Literacy classes with 150,000
pupils and these were all vprivate enter-
prises. Necessarily the whole structure
collapsed by what followed in Bengal later.
A remnant of 412 privately managed night
gohools was left in W.est Be.ngal. Tt;g
Punjab had its own big drive which suffere
badly later for the same reasons as in

Bengal.

Scarcely had Cong
in certain provinces,
the ‘adventure of Adult Educ
to resign in the first week
1989 because of differences with ¢
B el t 1 or India

Influenced by events all oV
during the firat Congress Ministries, Afgzlln
and Mysore started work in 1940 and 1941.
All this was a reflection of the earhletr
work in favour of literacy for the a(ll)u ];
Congress Governments did not come bac k

o power till May 1946. Between Novem

ress Ministeme started
as detailed above, o7
ation, they had
k of November
he British

ier 1939 and May 1946 what happened to

Schemes launched by

the Adult Education ts is not very

the Congress Governmen

olear. gs Governments

In States where Congre .
hadnlau;oehed on schemes of Adult Educa

tion, the Departments of Education seem %o

have generally shelved them. Only in
Bombay andMysore where there were State
blessed quasi-governmental organisatione
in existence, fair progress was made.
Another noteworthy endeavour also flouri-
shed. When the Congress Ministers came
into power under the Gentleman’s Agree-
ment, the ldara Talim O Taraqqgi started
work in 1938, It had concentrated mainly
on the production of post literacy booklets.
It had the Vice-chancellor of the Jamia-
millia for its President. For long, in fact
till yesterday, my friend Janab Shafig-ur-
Rahaman Kidwai, the present Education
Minister of the Delhi State, was its Secre-
tary. Asgisted by the Jamia-Millia, he
well managed his enterprise and all credit
must be given to him for pioneering the
work in Delhi, the capital of India. To-
day, it stands first in the field of publica-
tion of follow up literature and modernised
approach to Adult Education through its
fleet of vans.

In-States like Madras where the Con-
gress Government had not taken responsi-
bility we had actual suppression of the
Agdult Education movement. In 1941 our
work was actually impeded. The Govern-
ment of the dey issued orders banning
training centres for adult teaching or
actual Adult Education classes without the
permission of the Police or the Magistracy.
We set up an agitation against the order
no doubt. I presided over the conference
at Tenali. You certainly do not expect me
to tell you that the Government changed
its mind. After the Congress Govern-
ments came into power, in the wake of our
Independence, the Adult Education move-
ment began its onward march once again
as State enterprise in many areas. For
purposes of this address I have tried to get
as much information as I may. In August
1952 1 addressed all State Governments in
India to give me assistance by furnishing
information and a large pumber of them
have been good enough to oblige moe.
I thank them all for the great courtesy
they have shown me. Probably due to the
defective nature of my own questionnaire
I have not been able to understand olearly
certain matters: The history of Adult
Education service in India has yet to be
written. Thatis by itself a_great task,
and with the very little study I have made
I have no right to claim that I have under-
gtood the problem in all its bearings. Still
with the information I have been able to .~
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get I have essayed to discuss the trends in
our country so that we may all havea
pioture of the present situation for gnidance
in our own work. You will please pardon
me, therefore, if I miss a point here or a
point there. I shall certainly be the better
when I have had the collective wisdom of
this house at the end of our labours.

In 1948-49 and 1950, work re-started or
started in several States. Madrag, Orisgsa,
Punjab, Madhya Pradesh, West Bengal, Hy.
derabad, Jammu-Kaghmir, Madhya Bharat,
Pepsu, Rajastan, Sourashtra, Travancore-
Cochin, Ajmere and Delhi all these States
were actively at work. Other States like

- Bhopal, Coorg and Himachala Pradesh
started later or are still at the stage of
starting. What was hitherto wanting in
general for Adult Education, namely, State
planning, support and patronage, Lias now
been available for a fair initial advance.

What Politics Means

However, with the advent of political
Independence and the assumption of
Government by political leaders, notions of
education necessarily changed and as a
part thereof notions of Adult Education
also. Madhya Pradesh indiocates this in too
marked & manner to be missed. I quote
from one of the guiding pamphlets issued
by the Education Department of the Cent-
ral Provinces and Berar.

“To train men to live usefully and effeo.
tively in a good State is the best of
education. Itiaessentialtothe very
life of a State that the masses should
be made conscious of their responsi-
bilities in a State which is responsi-
ble to them. It is not invariably
necessary that education for such
life must be preceded by training in
literacy. Knowledge of reading and
writing is no doubt of great help in
training in democratio living; bat it
is not altogether unavoidable *.

To'magnify the State in this manner and
to minimise the importance of the indivi-
dual is a wrong attitude to take, especially
in matters educational. The State is com-
posed of individuals—~not only of indivi-
duals who rule but individuals who are
their masters. If these masters have not
the best opportunity to educate themselves
they must necessarily fail and if they fail,
the State must fail. .

I am, however, heartened by the way in
which West Bengal desoribes the new

beginning:

* Appalling mass illiteracy prevailing
over §0 per cent of the total popula-
tlon' 18 absolutely incongruous with
the idea of demoocracy which ig the
avowed objective of the Indian con-
stitution. The urgent need for edu-
cation was at once realised and the
newly formed National Government
_set. about the tagk of fighting mass
llllteraoy and ignorance in right

True, the Contral G

rue, e Centra overnment di
about the business in the right way. a 'gh:;
fixed a target for five yoearg and said that
50 per cent of the population between the’
ages of 13—45 should be made literate
within that period. They began with a
promise of big assistance to States for
Adult Education. They could not do as
much as they desired on account of unfor-
seen difficulties. Still they did help the
States to some extent. To serve the pur-
poses of free a nation building up a demoo-
tatic tradition, they directed that with
literacy must go a modicum of social eyl-
ture essential to oivig oonaciousness
healthy existence and a proper appreoia:
tion of the value of our main stay of lifg—
agrioulture. They felt that a four months
course in Social Education with stress on
literacy was enough. They were just a little
!ate' Individual States that started work
in !948 like Madras had outlined their own
pollc.ies and fixed up their own syllabusges.

e,in Madras proceeded on the basis of
what we called purposeful 'or Life Centered
Literaoy trying to create opportunitieg to
the adult to go through a oourse which
would fitthim to read not merely papers
specially prepared for him but to read an
ordinary daily newspaper and undersgtand
it. We did not expect that al] adults that
eutered our portals would reach thig
standard. We expected a large percentage
would drop off after a year. But o such
as would stay on, regular institutiong
taking then} further in studies for another
two years should be available. We went
a step further and pravided for Ryral
Colleges for the furtherance of the opport.
unities of part educated adults. Personal)

I hold that when an illiterate hag h-t

thrﬁe ye?lrs atny wéth us he can
ceed to the Rural College. In Uy
there are already higher institt:tia:n:“f;:
part educated adults. We of the South
Indian Adult Education Agsooiat

; fon have
?nduoted for long . Night High Sghool,

eusily pro-
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for - wvorkers successfully in Perambur,
Bombay has a number of such institutions.
In Rural areas Governments must take care
»that the adult has greater and greater
opportunities to rise to his highest. With
all this ideology behind our attempt we in
Madras tried to adjust and are still trying

to adjust our programme so as to include-

the Central Government’s Social Education
plan. 1 feel, however, that the four
months limit for Social Education centres
is a failure. I am not saying this merely
from the standpoint we have culiivated in
the South. States that have actually
plumped for Social Education have not
been able to keep to a standard of four
months. In Uttar Pradesh the course is
kept on for six months. In Madhya
Pradesh there are threedifferent courses—
the Summer course for forty.five days, .the
monsoon course for five months and the
winter course for five months. Of these
the Summer course depends upon volunteer
agencies and the others depend on teachers
employed for the purpose. [n Bengal. there
is a scheme of literacy ceuntres and com-
plete centres.

Ajmere has post-literacy Classes

To me it appears that for successful
Social Education of the type contemplated
by the Central Government, our adult
centres must run for one year, if we have
to avoid waste of energy and finance.
Villages must be humming with adult
activity, year in and year out, though sets
of learners at the centre may differ from
year.to year. Welfare States, as ours are,
cannot escape initiating, fostering and
encouraging other types of extension
work for adults. The State of Tra-
vancore—Cochin  which has already
& high percentage of literacy, about fifty,
has, in addition to Literacy work, under-
taken to give oraft instruotion through the
Social Education eentres. Spinning,Sewing,
Kitchen, Gardening, Compost Making,
Poultry, Bee-keeping, Coir-work, Mat-wea-
ving, are now being taught. Community
Bentre developments have also taken place.

ull time workers are employed and perma-
Eent institutions have sprung Gp. The Janata

ollege, Amaravati, in Madhya Pradesh,
slessed by the State Government, may also
»a mentioned. [ may note here that full-
iinte workers are employed in Madhya Pra-
Iowh

W

whigh is the oneState in India which

has spent ¢lose on one ecrore of pees on

Adult Eduéation between the /1948 and
1952, The stupendous task- 1t Educa-

tion which we have undertdkén to solve
has so many facets as to prectude discussion
of them all in a Presidential Address like
this. It certainly requires trained men of
. different types to handle it. We may not
discuss all the types of training required
but training for the first stage that is now
on must receive attention.

Training of Adult Teachers.

I am happy that the question of training
to which we in South India attached pri-
mary importance as we started work in 1939
through non-official effort Las come to be -
seriously attempted. Having tried shorter
courses which have their own place and
value we enunciated about the year 1944 a
scheme of training for five months for the
higher type of Adult Education workers—
three months of work at the training centre,
one month at an agricultural centre, and
another month at a cottage industries
centre. The South Indian Adult Educa-
tion Association essayed to do concentrated
work in ten villages in Andhra and ten in
Tamilnad. The experiment could not go
on for want of funds. It iy gratifying to
note that today all States—more or lesg—
have recognised the need for efficient train-
ing of workers. The Uttar Pradesh actually
points out that want of training of adult
teachers was a defect in the original scheme
followed over there and tries to rectify it by
a month's course with annual refreshers
for its organisers. The Madras State Adult
Education enterprise has carried on a six
weeks course of training for Adult Teachers
right from the beginning in 1948, in addi.
tion to further steps taken to widen the -
field of training. To-day the outgoing stn-
dents of all normal training schools. are
given this training for six weeks. A three
months training course for Socjal Educa-
Sion workers in Delhi cqncluded its sessions
on the 13th November, 1952. The Travan-
oore-Cochin State Adult Education. Board
has a six months course and the Mysore
State Adult Education Couneil has,in addi-
tion to shorter courses, instituted a five
months bourse at its Vidyapeeths to equip

Our Wardha friends have proposed a two
yeara course for Adult Teachers to fit them
to the Sarvedya ideals. This is all evolus.

vill.%? worker folk for constructive work. i




5 : 4+
2 ADULT EDUCATION REVIEW

tion in the right direction. But it would
be a fallacy if any of us should run away
with the impression that there is just one
type of training for Adult Education work-
ers and that is what we ourselves have
decided as ours, With the diversity that
existsin the culture of human communities
no universal type of education can be laid
down for all adults. Therefore. there can
be no one particular type of training for
teachers of adults universally adopted with.
out a second. While every State is bound
to initiate or encourage all types of training
for situations arising out of different in-
terestg of human groups and diferent grades
of equipment needed including the training
of the personnel required for art, oraft,
" commercial and industrial evening clasges,
there is a fundamental level of Adult Edu.
cation needed for which a standard of
training should be maintained. This ig
not the place for me to go into very much
of detail. .But one point I desire to urge.
It is this. All the States in India are utilis-
ing Elementary School teachers, sometimes
called Primary School teachers, practically
as the largest force to work the initial
stages of Adult Education. Everywhere
there is a definite feeling that these
teachers have to be transformed into some-
thing much better, be it for educating the
child oreducating the adult. In the first
place they have to beappraised of the Gury-
hood in them. They should be trained to
appreciate their own position as the basie
makers of a new society of co-operative life,
Next to the outlook on life. Their equip-
ment has to be such as to answer the needs
of an expanding adult vision of a world
co-operative community. Though theijr
work may be elementary it is really basic.
The Elementary School teacher today re-
quires to be trained in the outlook ; and ip
addition, his equipment has to be bettered
by every means. I have therefore felt that
forgiving training in Adult Education work
to Elementary School teachers, asa rule,
ghort courses will not do as a standard. The
least iy a month or six weeks followed b
refresher courses. I am glad that the
indian States are slowly recognising this
aspect of the question. Apart from trajn-
ing for Adult Education work the general
cultural level of our Elementry School-
masters has to be raised- In mogt St teg
there is an attempt in this direction made
by the Education Departments. There are
what are called centre classes. It is g}

4

attempt in the Madras State to by
gether periodically the Elementarl;rnsrii(t,gi
teachers to centres from within a radjys
of five miles. This is being done eve:-l
month on a particular Saturday. The hards:
worked local officer of the Inspectorate is
in charge of these centres. 0 complete
his task he sometimes visits two centres
ona snpgle day and most of the time at the
centreis spent in explaining Departmenta]
1nstructions. General oulture ig attempted
to.be‘ given. But it is very meagre. If
this institution of a centre class oan be
overhauled, | am certaiq it will serve us ad-
mirably.There areHighSchoolg andColleges
8ploging up- Specialists in different subjects
are employed therein as teachers, If centre
slasges could be held twice in the month
and these teachers as well as  other
experts locally available can be paid T. A
9qd a small fee per talk, regular coachin :
in general knowledge for our Elementarg
School teachers may be fairly aohievedy
The revolutionary change we Trequire ir;
the outlook and equipment of the bujk of
our Elementary School teachers is impoasi
ble of achievement if we do not atte ul;
new and radical developments in T}l:
system now adopted. We have haq .
scheme of Rural Colleges adumbrated b at
that touched part educated men in a f .
centres. As these colleges do not hold 3“;
& proper return in the shape of preferme:t
for jobs, these institutions are unable ¢
attraot students. If we could make e'\rero
centre class a Rural College for Elementary
chool teachers, with invitation extendeg
to the educated people within the area
concerned to come and attend the classes
we would have travelled a long way in,
general Adult Education. [ commenq thig
suggestion to all Departments of Education
in all States for early adoption. Some ear-
nest local inspecting officers have made
attempts to interest officers of the other
Departments to take'interest in the centre
olasses but that has had no response. In
fact the Education Ministry in Madras hag
passed a G.0. calling upon officials in other
Departments to take interestin Adult Kdy-
cation centres and give the adult talks 80

a8 to fulfil the Social Edueation programmer’

Excoptin the gingle instance of th '
Arcot District where an energe:ioso::tlg |
epthusiastic Coliector issued strict instruo-
tions, bot much has been done. The old
exclgéﬂveness of a Departmental life still
continues and Ministries in all States will

v

. 4d to- this call
" States.

ADULT EDUCATION REVIEW 63

do well to break it down and to utilise the
large force of officers with special know-
ledge to build up an educated nation in
olose collaboration with Educational
Agencies.

The eyuipment of the teacher would not
be complete if he is not contented. It is
necessary therefore, that he should be paid
a decent living wage. That has not yet
been achieved so far. Dr.Jha has well
pus the position and I entirely agree with
him.

Teachers’ salariesin India are inadequate
in all stages of education, but particularly
so in the Elementary Schoois. In many
States, the office peon gets higher wages
than a teacher. It is all very well to
preach the ideal of plain living and high
thinking. But too often it amounts to
living in want and no leisure for any thing-
ing at all. Until such time as the States
can effect a general revision of teachers’
salaries there should be provision at least
for benefits such as reduced house rent,
medical care, free tuition for children,
widows’ and orphans’ insurance schemes,
and suitable retirement plans.

The second major army of workers in
the cause of Education is the senior stu-
dent population guided by their teachers.
In fact, the Bihar State,in the enunciation
of its new policy for intensive orgnisation
of work, restriots its Adult Education
‘agency to Educational Institutione. This
it does, not only in the interests of the
illiterate and unlearnt adult, but in the
interests of the youth of the country.
reproduce below the avtual wording adop-
ted by that State :

“Keeping in view the effective role of
schools and Colleges in shaping the life of
the community or the nation the new
scheme of Social Education makes an ins--
titutional approach to the task of educating
the masses and offers an opportunity to the
young students and their teachera to
participate in building up the social life of
‘the State. 1t gives a purpose and ambition
to the youths of Bibar and offers a sojution
to the problem created by the wide and
yawning gulf between the classes and the
masses.”

This is a very proper attitude to take
from the point of view of the revolutionary
development that should take place in our
gocial life. Students have already respond-
admirably in ocertain
The report of the studenta Social

8 .\
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Service camps for 1951 published by the

Mysore Adult KEducation Council is very

interesting reading. It is the story of

twenty-two students’ camps admirably

presented- Special mention deserves to be

made that there was such a camp run by

women students for women. Ajmere re-

ports that two out of thirty such camps

were organised exclusively by lady volun-

teers. We in Madras ran fourteen camps

in the last summer and our experience also

is that our students respond admirably and

are prepared to discharge responsibilities

of a heavy nature. The Madhya Pradesh

conoentrates on the student effort in sum-

mer for its Social Education endeavour.

The students really get most of their

training in camps but they require to

be preliminarily prepared. To this end,

we in the Madras State, have given the

lecturers in colleges ten days intemsive

training and they, in their turp, have

held a five days course for the students

going out into camp. As experience is

gained we shall be able to progressively

utilise this force to a very great advan-

tage. Students ‘'should be encouraged

to underiake Aduit Education work all

through. Social Service Leagues in col-

leges and schools may plan out their

educational programmes. No such plan

can be complete without the fundamental

social need of the day—the eradication of

illiteracy. Every student may teach a

few illiterates, he may assist an Adult

School teacher conducting a class nearby,

he may encourage at such centre the ‘each

one teach one’ methed and supervise work

carried on, on thatbagis. There is already .
& call trom semi-literates that their edu-

cation shall be continued. Members of
Social Service Leagues in ocolleges roay

very well distribute amongst themselves
subjects covering syllabuses for the
Government examinations like the VII1
standard or the lower middle and take turns -
once a week to teach groups of learners
in a nearby slum or cheri.

, Conscription of Students .

The question of conscription of students
for social service, more especially the
Adult Education service, has been long in
the air. Jn the Uttar Pradesh in order to
mobilise the eduoated youth for this kind
of work and to equip him better for it, the-

Ministry of Education organised a com- "

prehensive . scheme of conscription for =

VR N
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social service. As it was not practicable
to adopt conscription straightaway only
graduates were first taken up, "After
January 1948, no graduate who does not
posgess a diploma in Social Service woulg
be eligible for employment under the
Government or a loal body or any insti-
tution aided by Government. He would
also not be admitted in any technical or
training institution directly under OF re.
cognised by Government. Ipap age when
we have begun to concede that education
should be through Social Service there doeg
not appear to be anything extraordinar

in requiring studgnts getting mere litemry
culture_ to put in Social Service for a periog
to qualify f.hemselves for degrees or certifi-
cates. It is well thatcarefy] consideration

is given to this issue by both Gov
and Universities. eraments

Methods of Teaching
) Next to the Training of the Adulg
I‘eaohgr, tt}e subject that must deserve oy
atte_nt_lon is the Methods of Teachin .
India 18 a country with hoary tradition .
The ordinary illiterate in the street is 1 s£
an uncultured man. He has a sense ?)f
values peyond the reach of the present
mechanised man. Another factor that is
pot grasped is that his languages are rich
in expression. While it is true for a long
time the classical scholar. the great sup-
porter of authority and imperialisms, hag
dominated society, literature, and leax"ning
still what is now commonly known ag
fol_klore has existed side by side without
pemg recognised. This lore began to asgert
itself as ideas of freedom moved us actively
and to’dgy. We oan present the hitherto
patronising West with fine specimens of
people’s song and poetry. Therefore, it is
best that no attempt is made, in the name
of genc.ra.l literacy all over the world, to
wean literacy from its proper association
with the fine spiritual culture of our race
or its beautiful folk and verse
and folk sayings. When an Eyro-
pean lady co-worker of ours, in her
anxiety to teach Tamil through the Roman
Script, unknowingly introduced a sentence
““Nan oru nai”, "I am a dog" we fel
shockel and the more emotional amongst
us almost drew the conclusion that the
lady was trying tolabel us a nation of ocurs.
Our adult is fairly well advanced in culture
content, though he may not possess
scientific knowledge so essential for
modern living or the internasional outlook

n
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We are anxious he
actually discover
dities and he may
éven as yoy start

shogldpossess- He nan
ordinary factual absur-
no@ relish trivialities
him on hig literacy

work. ° :

choiligrenyh“ 1s fit for aboriginals and

underer 18 not fit for grown up men of
‘orstanding. [t may be that eveun

criterion in our Adalt

endeavour. Any centralised
attempt by the [ndia (Government to i:r‘

Pose methods that forei

] reign s -
facture in their work 008 13 bovad 1
repugnant. It wil) not b
experts ; for,
advanced me

it o the fault of the
ey have no experience of
:1 being illiterate. Themsel-
I 8y consider poorer nations
bgckward 1 all directions and are con-

: ut for .
nations may not exist_them the backward

Educationists in different parts of Indis

Elllt:!.vkee tz:etﬁodgsivmg immense thought to
easy for the 33:?:"1"1"" easy and more

nust save itself from the
Ot[l:eﬁ‘:gorld I shall not mueh
: 18 subject except to say
:l::: lzﬁerelsted Mmen from every language
by & ou d of'tex} meet and review from
i mak(()a tlme their own work and proceed
o t;1rrllprovement;ﬂ. I should also sug-
e on at the Cen)tu_l Government, even for
A tlamumt;y E_ro;eots. should not rule

M the centre in matters of ocultural and

Goverments are adopti
. ing.
That would be safe in the inter:;)ts gf

;a.tura] homogenity and it is the only right
ay when Edycation ig accepted as the
portt;oho of the States. If new experi-
r:g:ges have to be made, they should be
oD a limited scale and should be

: SXperiment has been ascer-
:;lal;edr.net‘t: Zhould always be remembered
bisin od alone is not sufficient %o
teachers‘:oce“. The personality of the
e probabls Mmore important. Attendanoce
e ¥ & much more important faotor

our rucal areas, ag per my enquiries,

-8hops is bound to be.

~A
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I
wo periods in thetﬁear
nuous attendance for near three
"";g?h?“i?n:ossible for our toilers—(1)
Isnummer and (2) another period of less than
three months according to the nature of
cultivation in the locality. The experi-
ce of Ajmere corroborates my view.
"]a.‘xtllese periods have to be intensively aiilis-
od. Also the equipment at the Adult Centre
for making it soocially agreeable is essen-
tial. The hard-worked adult must have
gufficient recreation. The Literacy lesson
has to be preceded and followed by song,
play, story, news and sports and games.
The remarkable incident of 1".‘119 Chaprasi
Club in Allahabad contained " In one year
of Educational Effort” by !}he_ D:partment
of Education, U. P. (194%) is proof that
pothing matters more t.hg.n] t‘ms‘ typg? of
equipment including a radia . Thereiore
the Adult Club in urban areas or the Adu}t
Mandir in the rural areas, meanincg, in
essence, a Community Centre, is the type
that has to be worked up. Our experience
in Madras is that our progress could have
been very much speedcd up if we could
provide social and recreational amenities
at the centres. This no Government can
provide by itself. Worked out into budget-
ary figures this would look too tremen-
dous a task for Governments to take up-
Recently I worked up roughly figures for a
group of fifteen villages at three levels—
fifteen villages level five village level and
individual village level. 1 provided for a
radio set in every village, an adult centre
and its teacher, a petromax light, one
harmonium and a few sets of cymbals for
bhajan, and material for village gawmes.’
At the five village level I provided for the
staff and material necessary to distribute
books and other literature to villages, sim-
ple curtains for dramatic performances
and shadow plays including the necessary
musioal aids, magic lantern and slides. At
the fifteen village level 1 provided for a
threey man group of ballad singers. a
Puranik and his assistant, a film projector
and films, a central library and storage of
propaganda material. The annual ‘budget
came roughly to Rs. 24,000 recurring and
Rs. 17,000 non.recurring. I also suggest-
»ed at the fifteen village level a standing
¥museum of village arts and crafts. This I
did in view ‘of the Community Project
gohéme. I have not yet officially known
what they think of it, but 1t 18 repm.-ted
that they feel it is too costly. Put ina

there are only t

!
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budgetary form for a single Department
this may look too heavy. But if the pro-
paganda resources of all the Departments
can be pooled, I am sure this can be
achieved. Local and non-official interest,
if aroused, can be easily canalised into
assisting in this endeavour in a very appre-
ciable manner. It is a pity, however, that
except in Mysore, Bombay, Travencore-
Cochin, Ajmere and Hyderabad, the Educa-
tion Departments are holding tight the
reing of Adult Kducation. They must
necessarily be incapable of doing much in
a mass movement by its very nature and
by the comparatively small resources that
they can command. Even the Community
Project scheme appears to be drifting into
departmentaliging itself and get contented
by advocating “ Writing on the wall”’ for
the aduit to learn reading by himself with-
out a teacher. The expert at the top Dr.
Laubach, whom the Government of [ndia
have employed, has now a passion for
this writing on the wall, talking at
the same time of individual attention to
the adult by the teacher who is expected
to xuide the learner to pick up reading
by constant repetition of letter shapes in
a mechanised way inartificially arranged
words and phrases which carry no parti-
cular import to the learner and some
time look fantastic- How these two views
can be juxtapositioned I am unable to
understand. All this, with capitalist
firms encouraged to publish centrally
prepared literature, pressed on the States
through txanslations or adaptations, may
mean nominal investment for the Central
Government on Adult Education, but,in my
view, it will be a huge joke practised on the
peopie of India in the name of Adult Edu-
cation. Adult Kducation can no longer be
a movement for mere literacy or for one
Deparsment of Government or for Goveran-
ment by itself. The Government of India
may render some assistance and give
general advice. The State Governments-
should bring into unison the other Depart-
ments with the Education Department and
at every stage the non-official should be
associated with the work.

{ may say a word in regard to Each One
Teach One method originally adumbrated
by Dr. Laubach. This is certainly a good
idea and it worked well in the Chengam
area in the South where Sri T.J.R. Gopal,
organising Secretarv, South Indian Adult
Education association,and Sri A.G. Vilvaroy
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of the Education Department, trained
volunteers and worked in 25 villeges wi:ftzl
the full co-operation of local committees

who formed themselves into Adult Educa- -

cation Agsociations. We mugt et
Eagh Qne Teach One method u%timta.(;::ll;e
This will happen when we have so worke(i
up the atmosphere as to induce every edu-
cated man or woman to teach at least one
other to read and write. There are signs
of this g.lready- In the Madras area at Adulg
Educa.tl_on Centres those who have picked
up reading and writing, are employed to
teach new entrants under the supervision
of the teachers. A lady student of mine
and now my Secretary in my rural endeav:
ours who had a short training of a week
takes one or 1.zwo students at a time ami
:::Z:k?e::al(isinng_in ht’}g spare time. There
e-wige. lhey are yet few and
far between. It ig our dat an
activity in the. villages toy m?ikgozitizn:
pmjersgl practice. Otherwise by the mere
Institutional method we may not be able

to make ia li
fo m; India literate for a century to
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Follow up Literature,

Abqut the literature for the adult after he
has picked up capacity to read and write
you will hear the recommendations made
by the Seminar at Delhi about which 1
mentioned at the commencement of my
speech. You will kindly give your opinion
later. To let you have an insight into my
mental make up in this matier, [ am giving
the paper I sent to the Seminar on the
question as an appendix to this speech.

Lk " Conclusion.

 EDow there are many other ma

which I should have drawn attenttit:;.s t‘;
equally know, however, that I have already
taxed your patience heavily. Exocept for
the fact that I consider that Adult Eduoca-
tl.on is fundamentaly the firat step for equip-
ping the nation for its very existence, [

should not have given you this trouble of

sitting through a Jong talk. I am mos
thankful to you for the forbearance yoo:
Have shown me apd let me hope that we
shall all be able to do each our little for the
8reat cause nearest to our hearts.

Literature for the new literate

Sri G. H. Rau’s Plea for a Practical Outlook

The following is the full text of ¢
Presidential Address .—

All the time the Britishery w i
power in India we have been s'so te:\?gm.
as to make us mere theorists, Kelstion-
ship to actualities has not been mueh of
concern to us. Even in regard to the
preduction of literature for the new
literate, I am afraid we are beginning
with a theory that nothing exists. Every
one of us has our .peculiar -notion as to
what we have to teachthe new literate, We
‘proceed to build castles in the air as per
our conceptions. This is 8 wrong approach
to the problem,

We shall first consider the question of
language reading matter for the aduit.
There are already in existence in all
languages, beautiful little pieces in
peotry and song which can very well be
utilised. Kural in Tamil, Vemana in
Telugu, Sarvagna in Canarese are a few
that oceur to my mind. Established folk

AR R

he appendix to Sri G. Harisarvottama Rau’s

songs there are which can be used with
grest advantage. Proverbs in the
languages, specially relating to agricul-
ture and the like, are nearest to the life of
the people. These should first be exploit.
ed. We in the Madras State, and I am sure
this is being done in other areas also, sing
8ongs and verse as an entertainment in
the first Instance and after the first book
15 over and a little reading and writing is
picked up these songs and verse alleady
picked up by memory are used as follow.
up matter for reading and writing, We
use the vall-newspaper also as follow up
work. We also get our adult teachers to
write a few sentences in bold type depict-
ing a local scene, narrating a local story or’
incident On a large writing area and
require him to display the same 80 that
the new literate may read. All thig is
eertain]y very good follow.up: literature.
Only bemgrlocal and inexpensive it doei-

ik

iates thiinms
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pnot strike the imagination of people in
any huge demonstrative manner. For
actual use this requires a little editing
and a little more systematisation.

In regard to the general cultural follow
up literature for the new adult, we must
remember what aims we have kept before
ourselves in our Adult Education pro-
gramme. To-day, in all India, the ideal pre-
gsented to theAdult Educationistis the ideal
of Social Education. To one, a dreamer of
dreams that India shall get possessed of
all the scientific lore the world has deve.
loped, the Social Education programme,
as the first step in follow up work seems
enough. Let usremind ourselves of the
details of social Education placed before
us by the Government in India. There are
slight differences between State andState
in this matter. But, broadly Social Edu-
cation is made to consist of: (1) Language,
(2) Simple oral Arithmetic, (3) Health

- and Hygiene, (4) Agriculture, (5) Civics,

(6) Geography. This list is taken from
papers from Madhya Pradesh and it will
be easily seen that civics includes subjects
like Co-operation, Panchayats, First Aid
etc. Madras added to these Gandhiji’s
constructive programme.

It will be seen that for some of these
departments of life there already exists
a volume of literature, illustrated and not
illustrated, with State Governments of
India. Health, Agriculture, Veterinary,
Co-operative-and Industrial Departments,
all over and all the time, have produced
leaflets, booklets, and brochures of
different types as also posters with
pictures, They have also produced des-
criptive eards for purposes of museums
and exhibitions. In Madras the Agricul-
tural Depattment has published Arith-
metic for Agricuitural 8chools. In fact,
'mout Departments have their own propa-
ganda vans ‘with films and film strips.
All thig literature is probably not in form

. guited to the new literate but all this

literature has been produced not for the
new literate only but for the whole
jlliterate mass. It i3 necessary, therefare,
if we want to avoid waste of energy and
finance, we get these {Departments to

4
¥ sapve the needs of the adult in the right

. way. In ‘the absences of such co-ordination,
'we in the Madras State, have been advis-

: %g oar teachers to get together literature

the different Departments, read it
ity Ives and put it it the langudge

appropriate for the adult. I should like
to impress from this platform, on all State
Governments the huge waste that is to-
day going on in the name of propaganda
and Departmental literature because of
the want of co-operation between the
other Departments and the Education
Department, and the ignorance of the
Departmental writers as to,the proper
language to be used to make things
intelligible to the mass of people. Re-
shffling of the whole machinery for pro.
duction and presentation of literature for
the people from Governmental offices is
necessary, New literature may be pro.
duced on topics which are not covered
hitherto.

I am glad that, as per the Literacy
expert Dr. Laubach whom the Indian
Government have brought down from
America to advise the Community Pro-
jects Department, Agricultural, Medical
and Heaith experts were brought together
at one place to put into language what
they wanted to tell the ordinary people.
They have put on paper the information
in a presentable form in Hindi or English,
The booklets so formed are being render-
ed into different languages. Though I
do concede this is much better than some-
body sitting up and writing books in his
own way without reference to the
villagers' needs, I do not think that even
this will help. Production in bulk for
all India is what is aimed at through this
process, Books well itlustrated may be
also cheap if produced in this manner.
Yes ; but there is a fallacy in the affair
for two reasons : Inthe first place loeal
conditions greatly ‘differ from State to
State. Therefore, centralised attempt at
purveying information can be useful only
to a very limited extent. PFurther when
vou have already Departments in the
States doing this type of work on their
own, it is waste to add -to expenditure.
Taking the subject of agriculture the

journal Padi-Pantalu in Telugu is sny

day superior in its content and presenta-
tion to anything hitherto done in the
line. :Similarly the agricultural literature

produced by Sri Goteti Jogiraju in Telugu

is most appropriate for the Andbradesa.
Therefore, to me it. appears that it is best
for Governments to undertake co-ordi-
nating what is already being done putting
together men from all Departments and

Adult Educationists and producing their -

i
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own literature for the masses in the
original languages. Originals by experts
and traoslations by non-experts is no
good as long as the translator is not him.
self well acquainted with the subject and
can put tre thought of the original freely
as if it were his 6wn creation. I am afraid
that in India, at any rate, we have not
still such men in appreciable numbers.

In saying all that I have said, I do not
mean to suggest that more extensive
efforts at creating literature for the neo-
literate should wait. I have made sugges.
tions for the initial stage _the stage of
Social Education—the unjversal level we
are aiming at for the present in the field
of Adult Kducation. We do require much
more than the elementary literature from
the point of view of library service,
BEasy books on a variety of subjects
have come into existence. AS repre-
sentative of groups of subjects I may
mention things like * Swimming *’,

B

“* Basket weaving*’, « Climatology **, The
“Veena or Violin”. I am afraid, however,
that that would be too much to discuss at
a Seminar called together to discuss ljte.
rature for the neo-literature. There ig
already an output of general literatyre
for the adult published in different lan-.
guages by either the Social Education
Departments of States or by other Adult
and Social Education Agencies—muore
especially in Mysore, Bombay, Uttara-
bradesh, Bihar, Madhya Pradesh, and
Delhi. Madras and other States have also
done some work. Almost every State
advanced in Adult Education has run its
own Adult paper, or papers. We may
profitably t ear accounts from represen—
tatives of these attempts and elicit
sufficient information for the guidance of
all—rememberjng all the time that the
new literate should not be created into a
separate caste in the world of letters but
should be ultimately absorbed into that
world for the good of all.

Spreading literacy is patriotic work

The Ninth All-India Adult Education Conference was h
dence Ilall of the Nagpur Mahavidyalay: on the 28th and 29th |
hall was filled to the utmost and people thronged outside. Shree G,

Rau, M A., presided.

The Hon’ble Sri Ravi Sankar Shukla,
Chief Minister of Madhaya Pradesh, on
being requested by Dr, Amarnath Jha,
opend the confererce. He stressed the
need of Adult Education for a developing
democracy. He referred to the five-year
plan of the Government of India and its
educational implications and explained
the work so far carried on in Madhya
Pradesh. .

$ri G Harisarvothema Rau, then deli-
vered his Presidential Addressdealipg with
various aspects of Adult Education .for
soventy-five minutes, the audience hearing
it in pin-drop silence. It dealt with very
many prot:lems beginning “_nth Gandhiji’s
conception of Adult B."ducatlon. It covered
the present as the bas3s of future_ develop
ments, man-power ultimately to includeall
educated men of the country, great cons-
ciousness for better life, a needed Dlilcll{:
conferences, seminars gnds,ymposu. tra 1f
tion of literacy, historical developmpnt of
Adult Lduoation endeavour, training o

eld at the Indepen—
Jecember, 1952, The

Harisarvottama

adu}t teachers, questions of attendance
eéquipment, training of adult teachors, cong-
cnpt'ion of students, methods of teaching,
and follow up literature. Mr. Rau appended
to his speech a paper on literature f{or the
new literate—'' plea for a practical out.
look.".

In the afternoon, Hig Excellenc . -
tabhi Sitaramtah, Governor ofy Sll;dll));tl
Pradesh, addressed the delegates. He asked
every educated man whether he haq the
patriotism in him to make hig neighbour
his servant, his ignoraut relation titerate ‘I;
He su}d th_at if overy educated maa did hig
duty in this matter, the problem of i}jite-
raoy would be easily solved in three yeary
We would not and should not Tequire the
34 S;ears orthufndreds of crore 1

y Sargeant of the Britigh da
stres:od the need for culhvnlt’i%nﬂq f‘urther
social habits amongst ug.

Later. a symposium wag |,
place of non-officia] ag
cation '’ offorts.

28 held on “¢he
uhcies in Adnlg -
number of Speakurg

8 a8 estimated™
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took part in it and with the exqepti.on one
individual the whole opinion inclined to
giving non-official agenoy a predqmmant

.place in the Adult Education ?ndeavour.

" On the 29th a four hour session was held.
A number of papers were read agd resolu-
tions were passed. Two resolutlonq gave
rise to keen ocontroversy. .Compuls.mn of
Tabour adults to become literates in ﬁ_ve
yeara on pain of losing jobs and conscrip-
tion of students were hotly discussed. Both
these were lost, It is noteworthy, how-
ever, that the All India Education Confe-
rence, accepted consription of students
later at the Plenary Session,

Resolutions. )
The Ninth All India Adult Educationn
Conference which concluded its session on
29th December passed the following resolu-
tions :—
1. It isthe considered view of the All
India Adult Education Conference that if
complete literacy amoung the adult pppula-
.tion of the country is to be achievedin the
shorteSt possible time, with a view to
placing democracy ona sound foundation,
compulsion on the employers of labour to
;make their employees literate within five
‘'years is necessary, The Conference
recommends to Government that they
should immediately introduce suitable
legislation to make it obligatory on all emp-
loyers of labour to make their respeotive
. employees literate within a presoribed
period, not exceeding five years, at their
{employers’) cost and during the working
hours, | )
2. With a view to speeding up the achi-
evement of the goal of an informed aqd
effective citizenship befitting democratic
- India, this conference recommends to Gov-
ornments-both at the State and the Union
and Universities that the educational
Sourse should be s0 amended as to presocribe
immediately & course andfor a diploma in
4, Vocial Education. =
. ;0. Whereas it has been the experience
» of the social edueation workers and organi-
: sations that one of the handicaps which
ampers the progress of the social educa-
.. ¥ion programme is the dearth of funds, and
Kyhereas it has been represented by  a
Ndmber of responsible bodies that the phil-
‘anshropic rich men would contribute
Nberally if suoh amounts are exempted for
incometax purgoses, this Conference re-
ocommends that the Central Government do
v e :

+ B . L
: . T

s

take immediate steps to extend ' the
excemption of income tax to the donations
made to the instutions recognised ‘by
Government for the spread of adult educa-
tion or social education. '

* This Conference wishes to emphasize
the need of maximum resultson the strength
of unified efforts in the field of Social Edu-
cation and suggests the constitution of
automous and statutory boards in place of
the existing State Departments of Social
Education. These Boards should be compos-
ed of eminent educationists and workers in
the field of Adult Education and should be
agsured of adequate finances by the State.
While the voluntary agencies have the
great advantage of using their resources

with greater freedom and are more easily’

able to take advantage of honorary services
of individuals interested .in Social Educa.
tion, they usually suffer from inadequate
and sometimes. precarious finances, which
seriously hamper their work. The govern-
mental agencies, though having the advan-
tage of assured finances, have to work under
serious limitations as their right to use the
resources at their disposal is usually hedged
in by intricate rules of procedure, which
makes it diffioult for them to make the best
use of such resources. These Boards, how-
ever, would have the advantages of both
the voluntary bodies as well as governmen-
tal organizations, but would be free from
the defects of eash of them,

The Conference is of the view that these
Board should not only take up the work
now being done by the State Departments
of Social Eduoation but should also co-
ordinate as well as give help to voluntary
agencies.- In case of States, which have
more than one lingustic area, they may
consider the desirability of setting up
seperate statutory Boards for each linguis-
tio region in the State for more efficient
and economical organization of Social Edu-
cation work in the State.

5. This Conference is aware of the nume-
rous aotivities being undertaken by the
State Governments in the fields of health,
eduoation, economic betterment and in
other fields of social welfare, which all
contribute to Social Education of the masses:
These aotivities are very welcome and need
to be enlarged and developed. The Con-
ference feels, however, that such efforts
would immeasurably increase in utility to
the people and achieve much better results
if there is greater co-operation and c¢o-ordi-
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nation between the activities of the various
government departments. Such co-ordina-
tion cap also lead to more intensive effarts
in a particular region. This Conference
suggests that the State Governments should

take such steps as would assure this ¢o-
ordination.

6. This Conference recommends to the
State Governments that more energetic

steps should be taken to equip the elemen-
tary teacher with bettar zeneral knowledge
and to help him to equip himsel  sufficiently

in the field of adult and child education. .

This_ Conference further recommends to
the State Governments to take steps to
provide a decent standard of liviog to the
School teacher to enable him to discharge
his increasing responsibilities in the
pbresent times.

Third South Indian Adul; Education Week Celchration

. (Continued from page 54)

buoks were collected and distributed, and a
public meeting was held. On the fifth and
last day Aduit Education Centres, clubs
and libraries were visited, Teachers of al}
Municipal schools contributed their hgg

co operation to the successful oelebrating

of the Week. .
- . Stivaikuntam: The Firke and Village
*Gommittes of this Taluk celebrated the
Week #in a grand manner” and ‘‘a real
awakening had been created in the minds
of the illiterate poople throughout the
Taluk,” says a report sent by the I'absildar
Radhapuram : The Week was celebrated
in the villages of this Sub Taluk in a fitting
manuver. FProcessions of school children
were taben out and the importanve of
Adult Education was stressed. Pirka aund
Village Committees were formed.

Reports received

_ Reports of Week celebrations have been
received from the Tahsildar, Udumalpet ;

T
grrlie 4

cdiptions have run out;
the ensuing year.. 5/

'.-(,y Surl T. J. R GOPA'L.,
o Organising Secretary,

S. L. A. E. A. & Publisher, Adult Education Review."

the Commissioner, Udumalpet Municipali-
ty ; the Tahsildar, Pollachi ; the Tahsildar.
Mangalore ; Deputy Tahsildar, Bellangady
Depuity Tabsildar, Bosdrug; the Tahsiidar,
Cooundapur ; and the Ristrict Educaiional
Officer, Bellary. Summaries ¢! these re-

ports will he publisbed in the coming
issue.

-

‘ Activity in S. Kanara "’

* A Corréetion ,

A report entitled “ Activity in south’
Kanara District” was published in theissue
of the Adult Fducation Review tor August
1952, Tt was stated thus at the beginning 4
" The District Educational Officer, South
Kanara, writes ".  This was an crror, and
isregretted. As a matter of fact, the report
was sent by the Sceretary of the South
Kanara District Adult Education Com-

mittee. The D.E. had nothing to do with
the report.

v
————
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