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PIONEER MANUFACTURERS —
— of PRECISION INSTRUMENTS

Required in
EDUCATION, RESEARCH AND INDUSTRY,

Proud of its tradition of service to Science,
The Andhra Scientific Co, Ltd., has been, for
over 25 years, playing its humble pa t-in_the-
scientific and industrial progress of t

and the other vertical and a crystal holder. The optical $yst' e

collimeter and telescope. :
It also furnishes complete luboratory equxpment for Golleges,
Schools and research institutes.

Your valued orders \and enquiries .are solicited

THE ANDHRA SCIENTIFIC TO., LTD..

:Head Office & Works: ~MASULIP &TAM ~

Branches at: a7 fi.'
4, Blacker's Road, Mount Road, [ Asian Bml&mgs M‘ﬂ&adf
BOMBAY.-1.
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MARINA RESTAURANT

ON - THE - OCEAN'S - VERY - SHORE
XCELLENCE WITHOUT XTRAVAGANCE

Location :

Thousands have gasped ............... “« What a location” ...............
“What a view!"” ... “ Looks like a ship!” ............... The

Bay of Bengal at your very feetl

Convenience :

You cannot select a more central spot in Madras to spend your leisure
hours. Swimming in Asia’s largest, freshwater, outdoor pool.

Delicious Food :

Eastern and Western dishes courteously served ............... the
“Deck” a truly nautical te =, overlooking the open Sea,
*

Special parties, Wedding receptions arranged.
For reservation and information Phone: 86844
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PHYSICS o
CHEMISTRY R
BOTANY -
 ZOOLOGY ©
POLYTECHNIC Etc. R
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Please write {0

THE
Central Scientitic Supplies Co., Lid,

2, AGARAM ROAD, TAMBARAM, S. Rly.
(Head Office & Works)
P. B. No. 2
TELEGRAMS : “SYPHON", TAMBARAM.

Branches
BANGALORE TRIVANDRUM MADRAS
53, Narasimharaja Road. 895-B, Govt. Dress Road. 369, Esplanade.

FENURRS

MANUFACTURERS, IMPORTERS AND SUPPLIERS
OF ALL LABORATORY EQUIPMENT TO SCHOOLS,
COLLEGES, RESEARCH LABORATORIES,
POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTIONS ETC, ETC. ETC.
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FOR
LATEST
STYLE
FOOTWEAR

A PRODUCT OF WORLD FAMOUS CHINESE CRAFTSMANSHIP
OUR SPECIALITY

ROMAN SANDALS, SWISS SANDALS, POLISH MOCCASINS,
RIBBON LADIES SHOES, Footwear of Latest Indian Patterns
with Durability and Comfort at Moderate
Rates our Motto,

Listen to Mr. Kunming

“ILADIS AN GENTHLEMAN,
1 MAKE SU POR YU ONCE, YU PLEASE THRY-SAME ONLY ONCE,
YU NO GO, MAKE SU ANYWHERE ELSE. 1 SURE OP SAME. IP YU BOY

THE GIRL LOOK AT YOUR SU. IP YOU GIRL THE BOY LOOK AT YOUR
SU. 1 PROMISE, I CHARGE VERY REASONABLE. I WAITING THU SEE

YU ALL SOON.-THANK YU.”

KUNMING & CO.,

1/30-A, Mount Road < e MADRAS.
(Opposite, —ADDISON & Co.)
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‘GUNDOOSI’ -

The most popular Tamil Film Monthly
with attractive Tri-colour art plates
illustrated stories skits . . .

FILM NEWS & VIEWS
MANAGER,
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26, Godown Street :: MADRAS. 1.
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UBEROI LIMITED — 22, Mount Road, Madras- 2,

BANGALORE STORES
JAGAMPET BUILDINGS
Luz Corner, Mylapore, Madras - 4.

*

THE HOME OF SAREES, SHIRTINGS & SUITINGS
TO SUIT ALL PURSE.

All kinds of Students’ & Men's wear, Mysore Sarees,
Georgette Crepe Silk Sarees, American Ties and 2
varieties of latest and attractive items are always on
display and available at moderate prices.

TAILORING A SPECIALITY.

Please pay a visit to our Shop and have your selections.

CHITHRA STORES
190, China Bazaar

*
STOCK MILL-MADE PIECE GOODS
OF

Amhadabad & Bombay Milis.

The Buckingham & Carnatic Mij]ls Co., Ltd.
The Mettur mills Ltd.

FOOD CALRTEL

A Bread House manufacturing the

" best Bread in South India.
*
CATERERS AND. CONFECTIONERS ;
BUN, CAKES & BlSCUlTS
A SPECIALITY.
*
PLEASE MAKE A TRIAL
60-M, PURASAWALKAM HIGH ROAD,
KELLEYS, MADRAS-10.




We take pleasure to inform the public that a
branch (of the CHOUDHURY BROS, Butter
and Ghee Merchant Triplicane) has also been
opened at No. 1, Sundaram Pillai Street,
Purasawalkam, Vepery P.O., Madras.

*

The following are the items available at Purasawalkam Brancl :

i. FRESH BUTTER
ii. PURE GHEE
iii. TOILETS

iv. APPALAMS Etc.

Our Prices are competitive. Please try once.

'CHOUDHURY BROS.
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From the Editor's Desk—

What is man’s hope, good friend ?
Js't not a beggar in the land of doubt ...,

Not quite, we venture to think, and if a beggar at all, it is one who
is not turned away from the door peremptorily; for our hopes have indeed
procured for us those “fresh fields and pastures new " that we babbled of
in our last editorial. The development of Presidency College in every
direction is going on apace, except in one respect, and in that we are sorely
disappointed, Successive Principals have in the past laid great stress
upon the lack of a suitable apartment to house our huge library and
an Assembly Hall commensurate with the size and importance of our
institution. The idea had come very near fruition this year, the plans
having been originally approved ; but we now hear that the construction
has been deferred. It can only be that the gods (who in our tales are
often attributed human jealousies) have worked against Presidency
College in order to prevent us from acquiring the perfection which is thesr
distinctive trait. Since there is no appeal from the gods to any human
Government, we shall rest content with leaving the matter in the hands of
“ hope, the beggar” who may make the gods relent next year.

But if it is true that “enough is as good as a feast” in most
human aspirations, we should be thankful to the Government that has
approved and started work on our schemes for the extension of the
Science and Arts Blocks, The rapid renovation of the old structure
both outside and inside, the rebuilding of halls and the paving of corridors
with glazed tiles, have all considerably improved the artistic appearance
of the College.

Brick-and-mortar expansion, we realize, is not in itself something
to feel proud of, and we should be foolish to gloat over it if we had not
equally great achievements to speak of in the academic sphere and in the
inner life of the institution, Affiliation has been sought in the Politics
group for the B. A. Degree Examination and Commerce may be included
among the B. A, Honours courses run by the College. The re-orientation
of studies so as to comprehend research work has practically commenced
with the appointment of Chief Professors. Yet, in fairness to our hoary
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institution, it must be said that this rcorient

breaking away with the past,
in the new”

ation
No one will chant ¢
iIn an institution that hag for gene
of scholars devoted to advanced studics,

be considered as having its own pl

may not mean a
“ring out the old, ring
rations heen the haunt
The new set-up, however, may

ace 1n the growth of the institution, for,
we may be called upon to realize that achievements f,p beyond the

currricular studies are essential to make an educationa) institution an
assct in the nation-building process. Itisto be hoped that the teachers
and the taught will alike co-operate in realizing these aspirations

In other directions, too, the student wo
readiness to shoulder responsibilities,
the country and without, sneering at
her newly-won freedom, the students

remarkable awareness of the politica] conditions in the country requiring
thoughtful and disciplined action. The Union, the Dramatic Society, and
) (&

the Associations of the various departments have, within their limited
spheres, exhibited exceptional powers of Organization ang team-work ;

and the spirit of service inspiring our youth hag nowhere bheen better
evidenced than in the mainten e College Day. No

.C. Cadets took upon

rld is called upon to show a
Though there are pessimists, within
the way India hag been managing
of Presidency College have shown

ance of order op th
police bundobast was required this year as our N.C

themselves all patrol duties and the accommodation of guests.  Our smact
young men who discharged their duties with the efficiency of trained
soldiers deserve unstinted praise,

In the midst of so much that we fee]

: uch t *! Proud of, one gaq aspect calls
for passing mention. Exigencies of service

f » We are told, may take away
from the College members of the staff who have, so to say, grown into

the life of the institution. Dr. P, P, Kallukaran who has been 3 noted
figure in the College has been relieved of his dutieg here in order to take
up the reins of administration in a sigter institution

! ' in Tellicherry,
Students and staff alike would miss him very much but he may be sure
he carries with him our heartiest good wishes, ‘
Press a bird whispers into our ear that our b
Haq is likely to accept the Pro Vice.-Cha '
University. While rejoicing in .Dr, Haq's acqui
we, in our selfishness, cannot but consider this
are rather jealous of Aligarh. But the feeli

Just as we

. P of the Aligarh
sition of g unique honour
as an unkind cut, and we
ng that Dr, Haq will be

3

ine his powers in a larger sphere of activity conquers our selfish
utilizing nis ) . :
desires and makes us wish him a glorious future.

e

And now a word about ourselves, ’Phe fa.re we offer Fl’-liS year
. he same as what we gave last year—just in our tradition and
is much the it is to be hoped that in the unusual flux caused by the
o more ; l?ut lfl tudies the Presidencian too may undergo some kind
re-onena o From the company of mere College Journals it may
of metamorPhOSIS_- ht into the fellowship of scholarly compilations and
take 2 leap s in the International field. All that, however, is in
even vie for.a pla;et for the present, these speculations apart, we must
the lap of time, D8 ’ot ashamed of what the Presidencian has been all
confess that we a;:e nPoet Browning who even now seems to peer at us
t:ese ‘y}?atilse; bliTndes of our ancient windows consoles us with the eternal
throug

truth—

Grow old along with me !
The best is yet to be,

¢ best ' that is lodged in the caverns of the future shall not take.
and (b tifing from our present deserts, If, in all these year.s, we have:
a.way any readers something good enough, we should be mightily pleasgd
glvzn Ou: performance, and in any case, just now, we shall not, like
ith ou .
V,Z,llnaschar, dream of the ultimate best,

Poetry and Drama
By T. S. Eliot—(A Review)*

Mr. T.S. Eliot’s ‘Poetry and Drama’ is the Theodore Spencer

Mr. .ture given by the poet at Harvard in Novemper 1959;\
Memorial Lec hort pamphlet of no more than thirtyfive pages, it appears
Though but a; 0;1 gst and most significant pieces of criticism that has
to me one ol ! 19;1 1;11 Laureate’s pen, and it is of the greatest interest not-
come from the ofe oetry and drama but to the practitioners of the arts
only to studeﬂtf Otufe falls into three parts - part 1 is a noble, sincere and
as we.ll. d’i?tzr:f(;ce a perfect model of its kind, an affectionate tribute
restraine ' :

~—rr—
R

‘Broadcast from the A.LLR. Madras.
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to the memory of the poet’s friend, the late Theodore Spencer, Roylston
Professor of Rhetoric and Oratory Harvard. Parts and 2 and 3 which
constitute the lecture proper have for their theme the use of poetry
for dramatic purpose and the effect dramatic purpose may have upon
poetry. This, indeed, has been one of the poet’s perennial interests,
for, “recviewing his own critical output for the last thirty years”,
he finds, “how constantly he has refurned to the drama whether
by examining the work of the contemporaries of Shakespes

bi reflecting on the possibilites of the future”, Mr, T. S, Ell)ioqtr?; t}(\t
great stalwart in the revival in recent times in English of poetic drama
and his three verse dramas, “ The Murder in the Cathedral ” produced ir;
1935 and acted more than 800 times between 1935 and 1936, un.
doubtedly one of the most widely-appreciated works of the poet, “the
Family Reunion ” produced in 1939, and “the Cocktail Party” acted first
in 1949 and repeated many times with tremendous success, are among the
finest contribution yet made to poetic drama in English in this century,

What are the problems of poetic drama and how may this art form
be restored to its proper place? These are the questions which Mr. Eliot
tackles in the lecture. England could boast of a singularly vigorous
dramatic output since the latter part of the 19th century, but the divorce
of drama and poetry which came about after the time of Shakespeare and
the late Elizabethans has continued and the influence of Congreve, Gold-
smith and Sheridan in the earlier period, and of Shaw in the present day
coupled with that of Ibsen and Chekov from Europe served only to streng-
then the use of prose as the medium of dramatic expression. Mr. Eliot’s
endeavour has been to bring poetry once again back to the stage and his
three verse plays are the result. Mr, Eliot argues that prose on the stage
is really as artificial as verse, but that verse can and should be made as
natural as prose appears to us to be as medium of dramatic expression, In
his experiments Mr. Eliot has naturally again and again turned to the
example of Shakespeare, and it is not the least interesting thing in the
early part of his lecture that it contains some very fine and appreciative
criticism of Shakespeare as an artist in poetic drama. The great opening
scene of Hamlet is suggestively analyzed by Mr. Eliot and he demonstrates
how these 22 lines are perfect dramatic poetry. ““ What we are aware of”,

in reading these lines, “is the frosty night, the officers keeping watch on
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the battlements, and the foreboding of an ominous action”. The whole
scene is great poetry and it is dramatic; but there also “emerges from
it a kind of musical design which reinforces and is one with the dramatic
movement . Mr. Eliot by this examination of Shakespeare’s mature
work is convinced that verse here is not merely a formalization, or an
added decoration, but that it intensifies drama ”. Elsewhere in the lecture
he refers to Macbeth’s words when he hears of the death of his queen :

Tomorrow, and tomorrow and tomorrow,
Creeps in this petty pace from day-to-day
To the last syllable of recorded time,
And all our yesterdays have lighted fools
The way to dusty death. Out, out, brief candle!
Life’s but a walking shadow, a poor player
That struts and frets his hour upon the stage
And then is heard no more: it is a tale
Told by an idiot, full of sound and fury,
Signifying nothing,

and Othello’s beautiful—

*“Keep up your bright swords, for the dew will rust them”, and
remarks, “ we do not feel that Shakespeare has thought of lines which are
beautiful poetry and wishes to fit them in somehow, or that he has for the
moment come to the end of his dramatic inspiration and has turned to
poetry to fill up with. * * * The lines spoken by Macbeth reveal the
weariness of the weak man who had been forced by his wife to realise his
own half-hearted desires and her ambitions, and who, with her death, is
left without the motive to continue. The line of Othello expresses irony,
dignity and fearlessness ; and incidentally reminds us of the time of night
in which the scene takes place. Only poetry could do this; but it is
dramatic poetry : that is, it does not interrupt but intensifies the dramatic

situation.

Mr. Eliot then proceeds to examine his own plays in a methodical
business-like manner in the hope partly that his experiments and the les.
sons he has derived from them might be of interest to other dramatists
who, he fervently hopes, may help to revive poetic drama in English. It is
his conviction that “if poetic drama isto re-conquer its place, it must
enter into overt competition with prose drama. People should come to
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regard verse on the stage as natural as prose; they should be made to hear
it from people dressed like oursclves, living in houses and apartments  like
ours, and using telephones  and motor cars and  radio sets”.  Mr. Eliot
wants poctry on the stage “ not to transport us to an artificial world-on the
contrary, our own sordid daily world should be suddenly illuminated and
transfigured by it ”,

Mr. Eliot’s examination of his plays is fascinating criticism and it
reveals how careful and conscientious an artist he is. “ The Murder in
the Cathedral”, the earliest of the three plays, was successful, but from
his own point of view as a dramatist it was a dead end, as it solved
no problem, and hence, in the next play, “ The Family Rcunion”, he
selected a contemporary theme, suggested though by the Greek play of
Aeschylus, and in it he strove to find a rhythm close to contemporary
speech. In a severe, but not unjust, criticism of his own work in retrospect,
he writes, * my sympathies have now come to be all with the mother, who
seems to me, except for the chauffeur, the only complete human being in
the play, and my hero now strikes me as an insufferable prig ”. In the
third play, “the Cocktail Party”, the choruses and theghosts, both of which
gave trouble, arc excluded and he laid down for himself “the ascetic rule
to avoid poetry which could not stand the test of dramatic activity, with
such success indeed, that it is perhaps an open question whether there is
any poetry in the play atall”. Mr. Eliot concludes by saying that his
ideal of the perfection of verse drama is a design of human action and
words, such asto present at once the two aspects of dramatic and of
musical order which Shakespeare achieved in certain of his scenes, even in
the early balcony scene of “Romeo and Juliet”., To achieve this without
losing contact with the ordinary everyday world is, he opines, the proper
aim of dramatic poetry.

V. K. Ayappan Pillai, M.A. (Oxon.)

Plant Life and Human Life

Opinions on the theory and practice of Education have been different
in the different phases of human history and also in the different parts of the
world. No particular trend in thought had the privilege of being regarded
as fairly long-standing anywhere for any length of time. Consistent with
these changing trends in the human understanding of the concept of
Education, there have been several landmarks in the history of plant life
as a developing science in Education. Particularly during the last three
centuries there has been an incessant and accelerated struggle on the part
of Biology in general and Botany in particular to gain a place in the
curriculum of studies. The educationist-philosophers like Pestalozzi,
Herbart and Froebel contributed the idea that Nature could be a teacher
of a high order. It was regarded that the clean-slated mind of an infant
is educated through Nature around. Knowledge of life and natural
phenomena, it was said, was deposited on the growing human mind with
the ladle of ‘observation’. The leaders of education and critics of the
past, however, were slow to realise what Nature was up to by way of
developing the human intellect. The result was that the inclusion of
plant and animal life as subjects in the curriculum was delayed for long.
Perhaps it was in the first quarter of this century alone that the mind of
the educationist-reformers was kindled with the idea that the study of the
natural phenomena has far-reaching effects on human thought and action.
Time was when no reference was made to the animate world in the
class-room or outside while the physical phenomena and the inanimate
life were much emphasised. After a long travail, however, the natural
sciences established a justifiably permanent place in the educational
curriculum co-ordinate with the humanities and the other science subjects.

One may briefly examine what claims have been made and what
intrinsic values are propounded by plant life soas to be one of the

recognised sciences in the modern educational system, Primarily it

should be said to the credit of the subject that the aesthetic sense of life
is given a full fillip through a critical understanding and appreciation of
plant life. Interest once acquired is an unfailing source of pleasure and
satisfaction, The infinite variety of colours and odours, the marvellous
perfection of form and symmetry, the exquisite harmony between structure
and function and the variety of landscapes-well adjusted to the subtle
variations of the environs—cannot but make an appeal to an observing
individual. Emotions of awe and wonder are aroused by a critical study
of the complexity of structure of the different plant parts. The several
facts relating to the growth and reproduction of the different groups of
plants stir one’s thought and imagination. It cannot be denied that plant
life has a profound influence on th_e human mind and spirit. Aesthetic
response to Nature has been proclaimed elaborately in all our literature,
Modern poetry, in particular, connotes all shades of Nature’s beauties,
Appreciation of bcauty is made keener whenthe emotional and the

P-2
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intellectual aspects are bronght into harmony and made to co-operate to
give a fuller and truer idea of the objects. Where a maximum  of
attention is effectively excreised there is pleasure in proportion,  The
great variety of plant life arrests one’s attention as well as the aesthetic
sense.  That continuous gratification of the aesthetic sense is one of the
chief delights that any worthy science could provide. =~ There is much
hidden beauty in the plant-world which lenses alone could reveal.  In fact
one early Botanist became insanc when he could not modulate his joy
and clation on gaining some glimpscs into the structural details of plants,
Moreover, Nature understood properly results in fearless thought, as we
notice 1 Meredith’s poem of the physician and Nature-specialist,
whom one day snakes crept up, licking  him  most

Melampus, on X
1as no fears’.

affectionately while a bird piped : ‘ Ay, for he

According to Froebe), ‘Life is a declaration and revelation of
God’. Through the beauties of plants one can rcalise God and one can
adore God. Plant study could mould one’s outlook on life and the
Plant study in the real sense could make a life bubble
Genuine interest in the subtle realities
hat perfect form of ‘ peace’

creator of Life.
with divine joy and serene bliss,
of plant science could carve in one’s mind t
which this mundane world badly needs.

Besides shaping and sharpening the acsthetic and the emotional
sides of human life, Botany could also enhance intellect, culture and
learning. The subject in the hands of a skilful tegcber develops in
students the powers of observation, concentration, description, comparison
and moreover imagination. All the above facuities of the mind are
necessarily called into play during the process of understanding of the
subject. Particularly imagination is necessary for the visualisation of
all the plant processes and the internal details of structure. Creative
imagination is the sine-qua-non of the guiding spirit of higher learning

and research. Disciplined imagination is at the bottom of all discoveries..

Educational aims and methods are sound in proportion as they recognise
three sides of our Nature, knowing, feeling and doing corresponding to the
three—head, heart and hand. Plant life obviously caters to these three

sides of our Nature.

One noteworthy aspect of the study of plant life is the development
of a thorough scientific attitude. The latter sa natural corollary of
observation, comparison and reasoning to drq\.v co_nclusions. A variety
of plant specimens, isolated or in communitics, in a natural setting or
artificially assembled, promote through picturesque colours and patterns
4 keen sense of observation. It isa natural faculty of the mind that in
the wake of observation are brought into play comparison, reflective
thinking and reasoning to culminate in conclusions and sc1entiﬁc concepts,
The study of form, external and internal, promotes observation while an
experimental study of the vital plant processes like absorption of raw
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materials, preparation of complex food-substances their d; estion and
their simplification in relation to respiration and g’rowth imglieq por
from culu_vgtmg the power of logical thinking, scientific skills mgni hiﬂdf'art
and precision, The different phenomena of life are inter ret{z\da 103
incidentally their bearing on the world is revealed. Interpretat' Emf
causes and effects becomes a tame affair thus helping one top]e"cd lgr;.})
full_of meaning and understanding. Common superstitions ur;f dlg
beliefs and ignorant practices are necessarily corrected. ’ ounde

It is increasingly becoming clear that i
very closely-knit and Botany is onegof them. B?)lclag;e ;Eggzrl? S(C:g?qzs are
its _developments_ in the recent past, isa basic fal;ric of zub'esise?ﬂg
Agriculture, Horticulture, Forestry, Medicine, Bacteriology andj BiOCil ;
mistry. It has taken the form of a preparatory science for man othe-
sciences. An understanding and a critical appreciation of the s)\;b'ec(zr
mentioned above is to a great extent made possible by the fundamentaJls ?
plant study. ‘The several new ideas obtained at present in this moth .
science are having a very relevant bearing on food-production, enhancem er;
of the day to day human physical comfort, let alone the development of f}?
seve'ral rerpedlal measures for the bodily melodies of the livep organi y
Bodily resistance to disease, germ theory of disease purification gf v:fsar?s.
and laws of sanitation are perfectly understood. Botanical princi Ier
processes and procedures relating to home-making are clearly d or
home. Individual as well as communal hygiene are up-graded tlzlro n;;en
proper application of the botanical knowledge. In other wordsugtha
welfare of a society could be kept at an inordinately high level. A bet :
i;)cxety cqntr:blfltlngs to better citizens who could grasp the idéals Ofelit(zr
A cs}alu;us Jéfgtvyi) ife on the part of each individual is a necessary virtue of

Another intrinsic value that plant life si i
‘ : tha gnals to every being is i
respect of its manifold avocational possibilities. One of the r};ost gatllfetlig

‘objects in this world is the person who does not appreciate or use hig

leisure. Men and women who bemoan the dullness of i : _
truly to be pitied. However, even a gentle appeal receti?/(;dr ti}igge?}ce 1a}re
science like Botany would thoroughly revitalise those 1'n§ivi§l l;:e
Leisure will be put to proper utility through the several spa lﬁa .
delights associated with the subject. Through an out-door Studp re% o;llr
subject, the spirit and the health of open air, the spark of Colougagd :he
vigour pf existence are fully felt. The subtle pleasures and the utiliti ef
gardening are obvious to one and all. Participation in garden c es o
tions and flower-shows is a thrill unique by itself. Mainten;)mpen'
Nature-ca}lendars and Nature-albums and a continued effort made tnCe é)f
the compilation of a Herbarium are no doubt minor accomplishme r?twag s
certainly provide major avenues for exquisite jubilation AbOVeS | ut
botanically inclined mind finds ready ways and means to find suc a l,:a
correlation with drawing, painting, poetry and music. The inSti(xE::Stz :1)%
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“having " and “doing” —twao cardinal instinets concerned with the shaping

ol anideal personality--are fully fostered and this is of great importance
in educational procedures,

There is yet another beacon that contes to view in the appraisal
of botanical science with reference to the various other sciences of our

modern education, A general pictore {ormed in one’s mind regarding

the great adaptability that plants show under trying circumstances soundls
an cthical note. Not all plants have a life where independence is the
keynote. Some are parasites and some saprophytes, some are symbionts
and some epiphytes and still others are endophytes,  There is an ardent
strugele for existence.  Just a reflective thought on these several life
sitnations would tone one’s behaviour to a marked degree. So to say,
a maoral could be gathered from the successful life that plants lead even
under vicissitudes. Thereby one’s mental frame gets disciplined.  One’s
behaviour tends to be orderly. Life develops the flourish of pleasure and
enters the realm of all-sided perfection. Should not everyone of us aim
at such a life of pleasure, perfection, success and satisfaction ?

C. B. Rao, M.Sc., Ph.D. (Lond.)

The Tyramny of Words

“ Words, Words, Words"”~—Hamlet

I do not know whether the noble prince of Denmark
said this, was disgusted with the old bore Polonius who intcrr’upted him
or with the book he was reading. While appreciating the merits of
Polonius, I take it to mean that the prince was disgusted at the Woras in
the book which he was reading. Some of the interpreters might crease
their brows at my ‘cheeky’ interpretation; but I can't help beinw
arbitrary, as I am writing about a new tyranny, g

when he

The new tyranny we have to face is that of words, Witk the
splitting of atom which is 2 milestone in our progress (not doom, for the
big powers assure us), words in the _post-war world have acquired a new
significance, in that they mean anything or may be made to mean anything,
It does not mean that this new tyranny is purely a post-war phenomenon,
which our victors ignored, after putting down the Fascist tyranny. The
germs of this were there even in the past; but they were latent, We
may trace this to the days qf our good friend Shakespeare who loaded
his plays with puns and quibbles for the benefit of the students and
professors !

This tyranny has been mouldegl into‘shape by every seeker‘ of
truth and knowledge, beginning with philosophers and dramatists,
embracing professors, politicians and economists and ending with rationa-
lists and scientists. This would not have been troublesome, had it been
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between two Janguages, which we cannot help. What annoys on? is that
this is to be found in the same lauguage. Take a few words romfthe
English language which is the lingua franca of_ the world. In fact
Mr. H. G. Wells held that with the spread of English, the curse of Babel
hacé pbeen Jlifted from the world. While respecting the view of this great
thinkes, [ would like to say that Babel still has some mﬂu?‘nce over the
language. [ror instance, let us think a little abou’t, the word " pavement .
{V: in India, use this word to mean mde-\\::qlk ,\,vhereas our American
fri ods use it as a synonym for the word “road . So"much so, when
rlelA.mexrican friend sees the board with the inscription: * Please walk on
o avement’’, he cannot but think that we have found out an effective
ggfutli)on for our population and food problems! Similar examples can be
found in plenty in our conversations. One such wor'd, or rather, expression
'O‘.J «[ mean’. The rate at which this word is used shows that the
e on using this, means what he does not say or says what he does not
pers T Supposing, I say at first “two” and by way of correcting,
\Inean. «{ mean three”, What does it mean? It simply means: “ By

Sava mean three”.  Nothing is more tyrannical—not even the
mot torship of the Proletariat! Yet another familiar expression is:
f?‘ﬁjn being what he is " What is he? You should not ask such
questions '

Present-day politics centres round words and words alone. On the
. ternational plane, words are of great importance. Take one of _the
18 N. Resolutions; it is a string of soft synonyms and antonyms, which,
like the nine-point circle, please every delegate and thus folve or to bE
precise, postpone the problems. For example, the world “ aggression’
has one meaning in Kashmlr and quite another in Korea ; or possibly, 12
may have as many meamngs as there are delegates toqth'e U. N. O.. I‘
you insist on precision, please ! rem‘et'nber, you are committing aggression !
So also with amendments to rfasolutxon‘s, truce talks, disarmament talks
and peace talks which are nothing but ‘tall” talk. In these talks or wars
of words, the simple truth that man shou?d not be the enemy pf man is
lost, Coming to national politics, it is no be?ter. ‘f"ohtlcxans and
ministers argue that they cannot do certain things, *wunder present
circumstances’ and the peop}f’e’ reply that such things oug}gt to be done
“ gynder present circumstances . Let us drop this expressx?on here, for,
its meaning is not possible under .the present circumstances! T}‘;‘e Press
also contributes its quota. Fo; msf’ance, correspondents write : oz_rcles
close to the Prime Minister indicate . There are ever so many circles
like political circles, legal c1rcles,'economxc_c:rcles, lobby circles etc.,
which only correspondents know. But there is 2 feature C'OInmon to all
these circles and it is the fact that all of them vicious circles!

We cannot, in this connection, afford to om'xg thp so-calle_d orators
who delight in sonnd and fary, being unable to signify anything. Just
think of a welcome-address containing the words: " royal, ceremonial
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and hilarial welcome”.  The orator had to stop with the word hilarial,
because, by now, he had succeeded in reminding the audience of other
rhyming words like malarial and filarial which were not quite welcome !
Also, we cannot minimise the importance of scientists and rationalists
whose crecd, as they profess, is “scientific attitude”. This seems to be
a good attitude and worth-cultivating, provided we understand it. But
more often than not, we are unable to understand it because of the attitude
of the scientist and the rationalist ! In their presence, you cannot talk of
human sentiments ; nor can you read the kind of literature which does not
suit them ! If you protest, you will earn for yourself the name: “bour.
gcois or mystic fool”.  For example, consider the view of some who hold
that Prof. Einstein is a bourgeois or a mystic with all his wonderfyl
theories. Is the attitude “scientific ’? Perhaps!

Let us turn to the branch of knowledge in which I am supposed
to be specialising, namely Economics. Il]is is said to be not only
light-bearing but also fruit bearing and, if I may add, sometimes heat.
bearing. In no other sphere is the tyranny so unrivalled as it is in this,
Take for instance, the expression: ‘Other things being equal”. We
come across this in almost all economic laws and that law is defective
which does not contain this, Unfortunately or fortunately other things
are not equal and the economic laws are helpless, as helpless as the
professors and students. You will have to use this if you want to show
the examiner that you know Economics; Otherwise he will think that
other things are not equal with you! Add to these the deft definitions
of Mr. Keynes and reinforce them with curves, diagrams and graphs from
Mr. Boulding. Now You will be justified in wondering whether you live
in Cosmos or chaos, You cannot protest except at the risk of allowing
the level of your I1Q to be rendered in equations and curves. Now, the
tyranny is complete and we have to wait f_or t‘}‘le Saviour, remembering
Tollis, one of Huxley's characters, who said, " Do you like the human
race? No, not much ”.

T. K. Velayudham, P.G. II (Economics).

Education for Rulers (Political Philosophy) —Toynbee™

Professor Toynbee is primarily a historian not a political thinker,
His magnum opus “" A study of History " of which the.ﬁrst three volumes
were published in 1933 and the secopd set of three in 1939 has been
translated into several languages. Its a.brid.gements by DC Somervell
has become quite a best seller.  As a historian Toynbee is of the stature
of Gibbon. In the history of political philosophy, it is difficult to place
him. But in the pages of his great work, writing volumes VII, VIII and
IX of which is his main pre-occupation now, we have ample evidence of

* AIR Broadcast on 261 0—1951.
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his political outlook. He is anti-materialist to »the marrow of his" bones.
A scholar of vast erudition, he sits on Olympian heights and considers
the overwhelming majority of people of even the most advanced and
progressive civilization just ordinary people, primitive humanity. Demo-
cracy, which is by far the most important social force in the modern
world he says, “ has been invoked from the depths by a tiny minority ”.
He makes a distinction between this creative minority and the mass of
humanity which despite a century and a half of democracy in his own
country and in the western world generally-remains culturally depressed
and intellectually and morally stationary, if not also degraded. He says
“ This common predicament of two living societies may be regarded as a
regular phenomenon in the life of all civilizations that are, or, at any time,
have been in process of growth ™.

Democracy being Government of the people by themselves, within
a democratic society there ought not to be such a juxtaposition of two
societies, the minority alone moving forward and the rest lagging behind.
It is of the essence of democracy that every citizen must have the right
to participate in the quernment of his community, Under modern
conditions of representative democracy free exercise of this right by
every individual does not, however, mean that he should have a share of
Government at all levels. All that it implies is that the common man
must possess the voting rights.

Voting by itself is a simple affair. But to cast one’s vote in
favour of the right person requires the capacity on the part of the citizen
for intelligent judgment on the large issues involved in the election and
on the relative ability of the contending parties or their candidates to help
to solve them. To beable to do so he needs a certain minimum of
knowledge, which it was believed could be acquired by education: by
sending him to school for a minimum number of years. With univeréali-
sation of the citizen-class or conferment on the common man of the right
to participate freely in the Government of his state there arose the
problem of how best he could be equipped to fulfil his responsibilities.
When the Reform Act of 1867 had enfranchised the masses of England
and thereby made them masters, aristocratic Dr. Robert Lowe, surveying
the situation said quite seriously, “ now we must educate our masters.”’
The sort of education for rulers that was attempted in his country and in
other western communities was universal, compulsory, gratuitous instruc-
tion. In the United Kingdom they give them nine years teaching in free
elementary schools, something more than mere literacy, although
according to J.S. Mill a person was fully equipped to be an elector if he
could read, write and perform a sum in the rule of three. Plato had
insisted that much education was needed to make a good ruler. But his
polity was not a Government of the people by all the people.

To Professor Toynbee the impact of Democracy on education has
by no mears been quite wholesome. In the pre-democratic age education
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was the monopoly of the privileged few. Today, however, it is regarded
in all progressive countries as the birthright of every child that is born
in the community. Universal, compulsory, gratuitous public instruction
is the aim of every state worth the name. Not till democracies undertook
to educate the rulers was universal education ever attempted in this
world. Great men in the past and also liberal opinion in the nineteenth
century, says Toynbee, had imagined that with the fulfilment of universal
education a new era of justice and cnlightenment would be ushered in,
an era of happiness and well-being for all mankind and that education
was a panacea for all social ills. * Preach my dear sir,” Jefferson wrote
to his friend Wythe, “a crusade against ignorance, establish and improve
the law for educating the common people. Let our countrymen know . . .
that the tax which will be paid for this purpose is not more than the
thousandth part of what will be paid to kings, priests and nobles, who
will rise up among us if we leave the people in ignorance.” John Adam
endorsed his view and said ‘‘ Liberty cannot be preserved without
weneral knowledge among the people”.  What universal education aimed
at was only inculcation of general knowledge.

Universal education in its actual working out, however, Toynbee
says, has nowhere fulfilled its promises. ~Along the journey to the
promised land there are quite a few road-blocks. One such has been the
divorce of education from its traditional and cultural background when
diluted to suit the masses. In recognising such a stumbling block on the
road to the millennium Toynbee misses the purpose of democratic
education. It is not to produce copies of an ancient pattcrn of which
Professor Toynbee is himself the finest example, or to traina body of
cuardians qualified to rule but to enable the people to think relevantly
and to prepare them for their political responsibilities. There is no
question, here, of a depression of the level of culture, because what
democracy attempts to create is a new culture resulting from the fusion of
Toynbee’s two societies within a community into a single whole, a melieu
in which the distinction between the creative minority cnjoying the loaves
and the mass of primitive humanity looking up to them for the crumbs
will have been obliterated. An “ Eglite ” will still be there but whereas
before universal education was introduced they were exclusivevely drawn

from the society of the privileged, they would now be recruited widely

from the people as a whole. Democratic cducation will result in sufficient
quantity of loaves and fishes to go round to everyone, for it would have
tapped the unsuspected resources of the erst-while undeveloped majority
and thus increased the sum-total of the productive capacity of the
community. Therefore, Toynbee’s fear that the elixir of democratic
intellectual life will be a weak dilution compared with the pre-democratic

traditional brew, or Somervell’s, that “our mass produced intellectual .

pabulum lacks savour and vitamins " is totally unwarranted,
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Toynbee talks about a second stumbling block on the road to
the millennium. It is that when the fruits of education are placed within
the reach of everybody they are apt to be turned to account in a utilitarian
spirit ; education becomes 2 means to an end. Universal education from
the point of view of democratic way of life undoubtedly has a utilitarian
aspect. It makes life for the common man worthwhile, richer and fuller,
and incidentally if he turns it to material use, it cannot be said that
the purpose of education has been defeated. Education is not something
that is to be cultivated for its own sake. It is an activity in the pursuit
of which individuals become better citizens and so many nucleii of a new
creative endeavour instead of being withering plants on a barren soil,
Democracy wants knowledge to be turned to useful purpose in order to
increase the well-being of the community. Its fruits are wasted if all
but the cloistered student and the university professor are denied its use.
Toynbee is raising bogies where they do not exist. His difficulty is that
his mental clime is still that of the predemocratic age and therefore, he
cannot see the common-ness between the common man and himself,
Education is no doubt ‘a pearl cast before the swine’ which tramples
it- underfoot when only the socially privileged or the few who have
inherited it as a right receive it, Again, it is a ‘pearl of great price’ to
him who has “earned the right by an industrious cultivation of natural,
intellectual gift ”.  But when it is worn by the many it does not by any
means Jose its lustre; in fact it adds to the beauty and charm of the
common man who before he wore it went about unnoticed or was kicked
and pushed aside as though he were mere swine. And if while adding
to the sum-total of material welfare education also brings cheer to the
erstwhile dull and drab existence of the ordinary man does it become
any the less noble ? '

The third stumbling block on the road to the millennium is no
doubt real though not irremovable. Professor Toynbee says that “the
bread of universal education is no sooner cast upon the waters than a shoal
of sharks arises from the depths and devours the children’s bread under
the educator’s very eyes.” He has in mind the perils of the Yellow Press
which was invented in his country just twenty years after Forster's
Education Act of 1870, and of the Political Machine which while saving
the elector from the worry of having to use his faculty of reason guides
and rules him by the technical devices of propaganda that it can put out,
The remedy for both the kinds of peril is just round the corner if
democracy will choose to have it. 'What is required is a further extension
of universal compulsory gratuitous public instruction beyond the
elementary stage making education available up to the ability of every
individual citizen. While balf-educated men and women can be easily
gulled it is a fact worth pointing out that you cannot make slaves of them
or deceive them by the printed word if they are fully educated, And
why blame Lord Northcliffe for having provided cheap intellectua]

P-2
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pabulum to millions of readers “who cannot concentrate or think for
themselves” and who are without adequate leisure and enjoyment adl
because of long hours of work they have to fill in for mere existence ?
The situation created by the impact of democracy on education is not
after all so hopcless as it appears at first sight.  Professor Toynbce is not
an utter pessimist, e discerns a silver lining in the cloud. In his own
country agencies, like the Workers’ Educational Association which offers
adult education to adult men and women who have to earn their daily
bre_ad, the Ruskin College at Oxford where the working class can go into
residence for a period of six months or even an year for study and the
British Broadcasting Corporation, in Denmark the High Schools for
Agricultural Labourers and in many countries extra-mural centres at
universities, are doing excellent work in the matter of rescuing the common
man from the dangerous waters between the “ North-cliffian Scylla and
the Hitlerian charybdis ”. And coming to think of it, who can measure
political intelligence ? It does not consist in mere literacy or book-learn-
ing; political rights freely and intelligently exercised will make every
citizen fit to be a ruler and the object of democratic education must be to
create conditions which will enable him to do it,

T. B. Nayar, M. A. (Lond)

An In-human Conference

~Suddenly I woke up. Ihecard some unusual noise like that of an
invading army. I sprang out of my bed and strode towards the window
over-looking the street. The piercing coldness of the weather sent a thrill
through my body; the street was shrouded in mist—and amidst the
stillness rose the distant inscrutable noise. [ keyed up my senses and
stood motionless. Lo ! At the far end of the street, there were visible
numerous black flags advancing with alarming sp,eed. I watched with
bated breath the scene which was something spectral, something
pandemonia]. ’

‘ ’T‘o my surprise and awe, I soon began to hear shouts—‘ we want
liberty ', * Liberly is our goal’, * Down with human beings ' and such-like.
Then the authors came to my view; and I found them to becwn.
dogs—dogs of different kinds : old and young, pretty and ugly, tall and
short. Some appeared aged and worn-out. with drooping eyelids and
heavy footsteps. Some others were of an ultra-modern type, with parts
of their hair, tail and ears fashionably cut out, There were blood-hounds,
high-bred spaniels, and also stray dogs, Thus they marched onwards
with their black flags, shouting curses on humanity with all the dislike,
all the vehemence they could command. 1 rubbed my eyes. But, alas?
As sure as I was alive, the dogs were indeed marching somewhere. The

huge crowd had gone past my house. I ran downstairs and began to
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follow them. They marched on and on; I, too, marched on and on
till we reached a secluded spot. Ina moment, I took in the structure
of the place. It was a rectangular spot with a platform at one end of it.
I found that the place had been specially decorated and arranged for a
meeting. The dogs quickly settled themselves on the carpet spread on
the floor. I could easily make out that they were going to hold a
conference, I hid myself safely behind a pillar and prepared myself to
witness the proceedings. At first a very old dog was led to the chair by
two others, for, he was not able to climb up the dais unhelped. Then an
ordinary dog, seemingly the secretary, came forward, introduced the
President to the audience, and thanked him, having taken pains to preside
over their inexperienced proceedings. The president smiled with a modesty
peculiar to old, experienced beings; and, the address began. I found that
the speaker of the day was a smart, modern and dashing young fellow of
a dog. Half of his ear had been cut off; his tail had been fashionably
modelled; and his long hair had been artistically worked into patterns like
the grass in the compound of a pretty bangalow. He began his address
with a proud air—

“1 hope all of you are prefect gentle-dogs. Everyone of you knows
the extent of the cruelty that human beings show towards us, They sup-
press our liberty to an illegal extent, in spite of the fact that weare of great
use to them., We guard them and their houses, we are at their beck
and call. For all this help that we render at the expense of our com-
fort, you know well what they do in return. They tie us to poles; they
strike us with stones; they even sho-t us down if they want, All of us
know that the mere mention of April will make us tremble. Regarding
the sacredness of our name, the word ‘DOG’ is very near to something
divine, being just the image of ‘GOD’. This sacred word (the sacredness
of which, these human monsters cannot understand)—this word, is spoiled
and distorted by them, using it as a term of abuse, Till now, we have
somehow borne these insults with silence; but, hereafter, we must seek
liberty (here, the dog-speaker brought down his fist forcibly upon the table.)
Is there not spirit in us? s there not the sense of revenge in us? Fellow-
dogs! 1 can assure you that there is no better way to avenge ourselves
than to fall upon all the men that we come across, and make short
work of them. ‘Each one, bite one’—and we can gain success. So, my
dear fellow-dogs! rise, go, tear the human monsters to pieces, and we are

sure to attain success.”

When the speech was over, a roar of applause rang through the
place, with the shout, “Down with human monsters!”. When they
saw the president rising, they calmed down. The old dog-president slowly
and calmly began his concluding speech:—

« We all have now heard the lecture of our learned speaker, We
know well that we are illtreated by men, in spite of our worth, But in
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days o.f vore, we were given all the respect and love we are worthy of
In ancient times, we were known as Grama simha (Village lion) ; anc}{ we
were proud to bear that name. Again in Rigveda, a dog Sarama i laud g
to the skies; it is said we are his descendants.  In Mahabharata Dh;r :

putra is said to take his beloved dog with him to Heaven. In urama-
we hear that when Lord Siva determined to destroy and pe[?f naz,
Dhaksha yagna he chose for his vehicle, a dog.  Why did he not ((:)lrme

a cow, a lion or a monkey? Evidently, he preferred a dog to al] tlﬁ)ose
These instances clearly show that till recent times, we were réSpected o
adored. But to-day man dares to ill-treat and torture an anima] hand
his aucestors loved and adored. Such is the modern world, Byt ww o
not feel dejected; nor need we act like monsters as our revered %e mi‘;ed
sensibly proposed. I cannot of course deny that heisa very it]t;}l}l(?2 ot
and impressive speaker; but at the same time, I feel that he is overwh 11bent
with modern views and hence lacks the experience which we, old doe e
claim to have. Experience is a valuable teacher. I, for one %S cz}n
believe that nothing substantial can be achieved by atrocious me’ansrm‘?\’
calm, methodical, and harmless attack is the one which can brine f th
admirable success. So, my friends! hereafter desist from doing ag : (;r

of help to these human pests; do not cringe at their feet and bear r;ut;:)lrt
their slappings. It is high time that you should open your eyes widy
What we lack is co-operation, Let us all gather into a crowd and >
away to a distant forest, leaving these men to............ v rn

Just then, a clash was heard nearby, the sound being hei

the stillness. 1 quickly turned my head to behold a piece ogf b:ngeh:?cfd Sy
d_ropp_ed by a vulture. Each head was turned mechanically in e?h Y
fjlrectlon. A young dog among the crowd, leapt up; and the next mom o
it was upon the bit of bone. Lo! A second dog was already on its feet(?n‘t
bounded tqwards the first with a jealous bark, Soon there were hea’ cllt
deep growlings against the two dogs who were already half-way throur};
their food. Another moment, and the whole pack was dashing towa%

the bone amidst a hell of noise. The whole arena was filled with :hs
dogs, howling and barking and biting. So this at last is their co-operati N
Suddenly it occurred to me that it was dangerous to remain there Shl.?(? .
dering at the thouglit that they might tear me to pieces, [ traced‘my wa};

quietly home-ward.
K. V. Bala Devi, IV (Hons.) Physics,

Social Security i the Seas

Life everywhere is hazardous and we may think nowhere more so
than in the water. To eat and not to be eaten are life's greatest problems
in the sea. Here, Nature hasexperimented apparently with more different
types of body-build, various forms of organs for locomotion and numerous
special devices for self protection,
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In the remote past, the sea animals made the greatest adaptations
to their watery environments, known to man. They rose to a sphere of
success and prominence in the seas of the Mesozoic era which has never
been excelled or even equalled, Life on land, for the reptiles, proved
unsuccessful : so they turned to water where they developed bod’ily form
strength and agility that made them stand out as perfection in sea-wor-
thiness.

One of these, the plesiosaur, seems to have everything for security in
its environment. This animal did have reptile-like characters, for the
shape of its head and its long neck were similar to those of a snake, and in
the short, broad body with its short tail, it somewhat resembled o A
The fossil bones and shells found in and around the stomach cavity of thé
plesiosaur and the type of teeth it possessed, indicate that it ate small fish
shell animals and pterodactyls or flying reptiles. It made a most happy’
adjustment in order, no doubt not to be bothered about fish bones and
shells, by developing an organ to grind them into digestible form. This
gizzard-like organ, discovered in some of the fossil specimens, was filled
with approximately half a bushel of stones from the size of a walnut to
the proportions of a baseball.

The long negk of the plesiosaur enabled the animal to reach long
distances for prey without moving its body, to dive to considerable depths
for food and promptly to return to thesurface for air. The short fail of
the animal was used more for steering than for propulsion. The plesiosa.
urs though blessed with all these facilities for procuring food and for avoi-
ding its enemies, were blotted out of the picture about seventy million

years ago.

Vying with the plesiosaurs for perfect sea-worthiness were the
icthyosaurs. They were a match for the plesiosaurs in size, and although

- reptiles, the icthyosaurs were more fish like in form. The icthyosaur swam

with a wriggling fish movement and developed a fish-like tail. With their
perfect fish-like fitness for the sea, and their advanced viviparious habits,
the icthyosaurs must have continued to flourish; with apparent perfect
social security they, however, became extinct for reasons unknown. Nature

clothes herself in secrecy.

The mosasaur was the sea villain in reptilion clothes. It also came
from the land to try life in the seas. With its great size, ferocious appetite,
vicious teeth, the speed of a torpedo and superb ability, it achieved sea
success and ruled supreme. The mosasaur appeared highly developed in
the art of self-preservation and was even more streamlined than the plesio-
caur and the icthyosaur.  But the species lived a fast life and a short one:

it soon sank into extinction.

Remarkable, however, is the manner in which the lesser powers of
the waters have developed some ingenious methods of self preservation:
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These forms of sea life seem to be content to live happily rather than strive
for supreme sea-worthiness and submarine power, Therefore, through
their unusual ingenuity, they seem to have arrived at a state of greater
peace and casc than some of their more famous brothers of the past.

The flying gurnard leaves the water and soars through the air
unbelievable distances if pursued. Interesting is the fact that such a species,
by trial and error and through thousands of generations, has developed
this manner of avoiding its enemics. Because this fish can fly, swim, float
and walk, one does not know whether to accuse Nature of favoritism or
of experimentation.

The porcupine fish has acquired an effective mode pf protection.
It is covered with sharp spines that lie close to the body until the fish in-
flates itself with air or water. Being globular and bobbling in the water
like a floating ball, the porcupine fish is not easily preyed upon and if
caught, is swallowed with difficulty. The.fearless sharks are_known more
often than other fish to swallow the porcupine ﬁsh, but many times to their
grief and ultimate death, While imprisonegl in .the shark’s stomach, the
porcupine fish gives off a red secr-etion wh1ch 1s.thought to render the
digestive juices ineffective on the prisoner and give it a chance to chew or
gnaw its way out,

. Nature must have been in a whimsical mood whf_:n she_ decided to
bestow some special honour on one species of the animal kingdom and
adorn it in the likeness of a beautiful ﬂowgr. In the sea kmgdom the
anemone plays an unmmportant role, but its beauty makes up for its in-
significance. For whatever purpose it evelved, its begutlful forms and
colours, its self protection and camouflage ranks high in degree of water

security.

The organs that appear as petals of the flower-like animal secrete

ison with which the creature stuns small fishes, crabs, or sea-urchins

when they venture near ; these petal-arms then slowly draw the paralysed
victim towars the center mouth,

So successful has the sea anemone become in sel.f prot_ection that
certain crabs put them upon their backs or carry them in their claws, to
ward off crabby dangers. This act on the part of the crab is also benefi-
cial to the sea anemone, for, as slow as are the crustaceans, they move
more speedily in comparison to the parasite. This gives the anemone
greater chances for procuring food and, perhaps, a more varied diet. The
hermit crabs know the anemone"s ability apd cheerfully exchange .dyayage
for protection. The anemones have lived in the seas for many millions of

years.

Lowly, but enjoying remarkable security, are the jellyfishes. They
live. eat gro’w reproduce, navigate and yet have no brain, no lungs or
'y by ’

19

gills, no skcleton or kidneys, no heart or blood. In fact, they are mostly
jelly, nerves and poison. Their greatest charm, however, is in their
possession of something similar to phosphorus, which causes them to
glow at night on the surface of the water. Trailing behind the jellyfish
are numerous tentacles equipped with poison, for stunning little fishes and
drawing them into the center toa crude mouth and gullet. In their
simplicity, jellyfishes are sublimely unconscious of the fact that thay
have held their rank and place in the sea kingdom from the Cambrian
period, about 500 million years ago.

This tentacle-method of protection is most effectively utilised by
the Portuguese man-of-war. Apart from its array of tentacles this
animal consists merely of an air-bladder body, tinted with Nature's most
delicate colours.

Long before man harnessed electricity and made it serve him, fish
were using it for protection and to attract or stun their prey. Of the
fishes resorting to this method, an eel or eel-like fish inhabiting the rivers

of Brazil seems most successful. It has the most powerful electric dynamo
of all fishes.

Because of its similarity of form, this fish is referred to as an eel,
Two rows of ‘electric cells' extend the entire length of the body and are
capable of producing 200 to 300 volts of electricity. While the electric
eels seem to be the most powerful ‘shockers’ of all the fishes thus equipped,
the same power is possessed to some extent by several other groups of
fishes, particularly the fresh-water catfish of Africa, the star-gazer of the
Gulf of Mexico and the tropedoes of the warm oceans.

Geologists are inclined to believe that the age of the Earth is more
than 3,000,000,000 years; that protoplasm has been struggling against
enemies, overcoming its environment and seeking security for a mere
500,000,000 years, During that time, life has tried various body builds,

- different organs of propulsion and devices for protection, to develop a

creature that may enjoy security in an eat-or-be-eaten evironment. The
mighty plesiosaurs, icthyosaurs, and mosasurs survived approximately
fifty million years, while some of the lowly forms of life, with more
ingenious forms, lived five hundred million years and more.

It is difficult to determine. whgther Nature expects of her sea
creatures, sea worthiness and short life history, or the ingenious adaptation
to environment of the more lowly creatures of the seas.”

A. K. Kasthuri, M.A,, M.Sc.,, M.S.E.P.M, M.M.G.I,, F.G.M.S,




In Defence of Bus Travel

Of late one finds in the dailies and weeklies many letters to the
editor, complaining of the great difficultics experienced by bus travellers
in gencral and of shortcomings of the transport system. It is really a
pity that not a single member of the public comes forward and puts forth
in the press the several advantages a man can cnjoy, if only he decides
to travel by bus every day, Hence I have decided to review bus travel
from that angle in this article.

I have in my hand a list of advantages of bus travel and I find
that the list enumerates {to be modest) more than ninety-nine of them.
As all these cannot be given in full detail in the space allotted I shall
give a very small list of them below.

Gist of advantages 1 to 37.—Bus travel is conducive to health
and strength. A man has to stand in queue at least for fifteen minutes
before he can get into a bus.  Very often where there is no quene he has
to use his arms and his shoulders [reely to force a way into a bus. These
physical feats improve his strength and round off his muscles, More
often than not he finds he has to stand as one among ffteen of the
standing passengers. This is an added advantage. For, the exercise is
continved inside the bus too. Here he has more work for his forearm
and biceps, He simply hangs by the strap and tries to balance himself
when the bus turns. The crowd passes against his sides and he freely
perspires which is good in the long run for his health as it drives ont all
“bad waters” from his body and he emerges out with a strong and lithe
torso. Incidentally, the jolts, lurches forward, backwards, sideways etc.,
tone up his liver and condition his abdomen so well that even habitually
constipated persons feel great relief. The drivers of our transport system
are adepts in applying breaks suddenly, As you fall on the person in front
without warning, he in turn falls in front and so on. This tests one's
presence of mind and makes him hardy. Because of these physical
advantages it would be advisable for our young men in the “ Army
parachute corps ” to undergo a term of bus travel in Madras to turn them
out as hardy as they need be and make them fighting-fit before they arc
taken to regular combat service,

Advaniage No, 44.—1t often saves 3 man several unwanted bills.
I know a friend who had a tumour in his left arm, and the doctor had
fixed up an operation in two days when the tumour would be ripe. The
Doctor had informed him that the bill would come to Rs, 25. As he was
returning from the doctor, he got into a crowded bus, His mind was so
fully occupied by ideas of secuting a seat that he forgot about the tumour.
By mere pressure it had ripened and burst. At home he applied a httlgz
iodine and he was all-right.  Thus he saved for himself a sum of Rs. 2
as a -result of bus travel,
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Advantage No, 53.~This applies only to persons who find them.
selves stranded at Mount Road bus stops where no bus would stop between
5 P.M. and 8 P.M. You stand there for an hour and a half and decide
to walk home, calling it your evening constitutional. [ have known many
a young man who would not otherwise take a walk in the evening resort
to this method, improving bis health in the long run.

Advantage No. 69.—The system of standing passengers in our
buses has improved the sense of chivalry in our young men, 1 have seen
very often balf a dozen young men spring up from their seats, if any pretty
young lady enters a bus, thus showing their prowing sense of chivalry.

Advantage No. 83.—In tamil there is a proverb which means that
a man who learns to wait with patience will rule the world. Whether we
are fit to rule the world or not bus travel necessarily teaches us patience.
You go to Rattan Bazaar to buy something or other in the evening, You
want to return to your house in Adayar. Not a single bus would stop
near Rattan Bazaar between 5 P.M, and 8 P.M. in the evening. You walk
some distance and come to the next stop by 7-45 P.M. A bus comes and
stops for the conductor to issue tickets to all the passengers. You have a
nodding acquaintance with him. In the end even though the bus is over-
crowded, be takes you in as a special case, even risking his job. You
reach your house at 8-15 PM. In all you have spent three hours and a
half for a small purchase in the town. But stil] you take pride in the fact
that you alone could return home so early and any other would have
reached home only by 9-30 in the night. And al} this is due to the fact
that you bave a nodding acquaintance with the conductor. Bus travel can
thus teach us immense patience and instil in us a sense of pride about our
tragsport system,

Advantage No. 97.—1 have a friend who is now in the army.
Before he joined the army, he used to be very proud of the fact that he
was six feet two inches tall and always used to walk erect with pride in
bis heart. One day he got into a bus with a nonchalant air and he got
a good knock on his head. From that day whenever he saw a bus, he
used to feel humble and stoop forward. Bus trave! can thus teach us
humility.

Advantage No, 101 ~—Another friend of mine who had very delicate
nerves and would not brook loud noises lives in Mylapore. He has to go
to town for his work everyday, He very often travels by diese] bus.
The noise and Autter of the bus have now made his nerves 5o strong that
he nowadays talks aloud with everybody. Bus travel can thus strengthen
one’s nerves,

I know 1 bave already overtapped my list and so § have no wish
to continue further But now I am sure you would have been convinced

P-4
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of the several good points in favour of bus travel. If as a result of this
article more and more take to bus travel thus incrcasing the already
enjoyed bencfits (overcrowding etc) 1 am sure, I cansay that 1 have
been uscful to the community at large.

D. K. Swaminathan, 1V B.Sc. (Botany)

The Sooth-Sayer ().

It flows, it flows, it flows

Into Eternity.

Heedless, intoxicated

With its own omnitude unimpaired,
It flows,

It flies.

It does not see

Objects so near to it

Nor worlds thrust into the blue sky’s socket;
Its impressions eaten away

By its coiling snaky hunger,

It does not see

And dies a reptile’s death.

Born and dead at the same moment,
It frowns, it shakes,

It sheds its golden laughter

On some carth’s lucky corner—

It flows,

1t flies,

It's blind, talks through dark silence,
It flows,

It flies——

Time, the world’s sooth-sayer.

S. Krishnamoorthi P.G. 11 (Telugu)

John Maynard Keynes

The Life of John Maynard Keynes* is a good book about a
great man and the greatness of the man has given the book whatever
worth it has. But for the fact that it is a life of J. M. Keynes, Professor
Harrod's book would have been merely a rather lengthy, dryly factual,
“official ” life. 13ut happily, its author has realized his limitations, many
and severe as they are, and treated Keynes not as an Economist or
financier or logician but as what he essentially was—a uniquely,
interesting person. Nearly one-thirds of the book deals with Keynes
life at Eton, at Cambridge and at London with the “clever young men
of Bloomsbury’. This part alone shall concern us here; for the
Economics is best left in Prof. Harrod’s able hands and in any case was
not Keynes the man much greater then Keynes the Economist ?

We have all the facts of Keynes’' amazingly successful life. John
Maynard Keynes was born on 5th June, 1883, the eldest sonof John Neville
Keynes who was for many years Professor of Political Economy in
Cambridge, a friend and contemporary of Alfred Marshall and Henry
Sidgevick. Maynard was schooled at Eton from where he won a
scholarship, in 1902, to King’s college, Cambridge. His subject for the
tripos, like Marshall’'s was Mathematics.

The description of Keynes as a Cambridge undergraduate forms the
best part of the book. These chapters tell us what an amount of pure,
genuine, glorious enjoyment he derived from discussion and speculation.
Or to put it technically how great a “kick” he got out of it all. Itis
this natural, healthy appetite of a good athlete with which Keynes threw
himself into an argument or a train of thought that is most appealing
in him, He was a member of all the more important undergraduate
societies—the Walpole debating society, the Decemviri (consisting of only
ten members), the Apdenine Society, the Baskerville club, the Panhesiasts
to whom he read a paper on “ Time”, etc, etc.  But the greatest of these
was the Aposttes which he was invited to join by ‘Lytton Strachey and
Leonard Woolf. ‘It was founded in the eighteen-twenties by F. D. Mau-
rice and his friends. Tennyson and Hallam were members together-
William Harcourt and Clerk Maxwell had both belonged and, at a slightly
earlier date, Maitland, Walter Raleigh, Mc Taggart, Alfred North
Whitehead and G. Lowes Dickinson”. The society was a_secret one
and the members met frequently with the “utmost. intimacy’’. Whltehea_d
speaks of these meetings as - ¢ the concentration of a pure platonic
experience.”. ' The style of our lucurba.tlor‘lts’ says Dean Merivale,
who has left behind a delightful account of it, “ may be lllus,trated b} a
saying of one of our profound philo_sophegs, Jack Kemble—' The world
is one great thought and I am thinking it ".

The prevailing influence was G. E. Moore’s Principia Ethica,
which had lately appeared. Keynes speaks of it as the “ greatest of its

The Life of John Maynard Keynes by R. F. Harrod, MacMillan (1950).
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kind . Now Moore held that what really mattered were states of mind,
our own and other peoples, which had no temporal connections but were
related to i total state of affairs.  Also goodness, to him, was a something
which was essentially undefinable and Moore's list of things that were
good in and by themselves was as short as it was inadequate ‘the
enjoyment of beautiful objects” and ¢ the pleasures of human intercourse .
It was not surprising that Keynes and his circle, to whom the richest
essence of their lite at Carabridge was the ‘pleasurcs of human intercourse’,
cagerly accepted Moore’s ethics, Keynes himself has examined his
reaction to Moore with great objectivity and honesty in his memoir on
his early beliefs.

The unworldliness and the analytical precision and purity of
Moore’s doctrines had a great deal to do with their influence-Moore held
(even as the logical positivists were to hold much later and perhaps, much
less reasonably) that ¢he problem in philosophical discussion was essentially
a problem of language: the formulation of exact terminology and the
asking of precise questions, In his preface to Principia Ethica More
remarks that once we recognise the exact meaning of the two questions, [
think it also becomes plain exactly what kind of reasons are relevant as
arguments for or against any particular answer to them ! Apart from
other things, Moore’s method was aesthetically very satisfying—a point
Prof. Harrod has not even mentioned. You had your relations to your-
self, other people and reality correctly formulated in all their subtle
refinements and nice distinctions—with “if and but and perhaps and
precisely what”—and this had all the joy and glory if also the limitations
of a pure mathematical system. And as Keynes said, “ The New Testa-
ment is a handbook for politicians compared with Moore’s chapter on
“The Ideal”, 1 know no equal to it since Plato, And it is better than Plato
because it is quite free from fancy. It conveys the beauty of the literalness
of Moore’s mind, the pure and passionate intensity of his vision, un fanciful
and un dressed-up. Moore had a nightmare once in which hje could not
distinguish propositions from tables. But even when he was awake, he
could not distinguish love and beauty and truth from the furniture. T,hey
took on the same definition of outline, the same stable, solid obj

o ¢ ective
qualities and commonsense reality.”

. Bat mathematics demanded more work and it was little comfort to
his father to be told by his tutor, Arthur Berry, that he thought he could
honestly say that Maynard was devoting all his spare time to Mathematics.

However Keynes worked harder in his last year at king’s and was brack-
eted as twelfth wrangler in the Tripos.

In 1906, he got into the civil service and worked in the India office
for the next two years. He gave hig spare time to his Treatise On
Propability which was to be the first book on the subject after Venn’s
classic in 1866, The Treatise eventually got him a fellowship at his old
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college and still forms the basis of most discussions on the logical founda.-
tions of probability. :

The next ‘great period’ though perhaps less formative in Keynes’
life than his undergraduate days was none the less significant ; it was the
so-called Bloomsbury period.  Prof. Harrod gives us a gripping sketch of
the members of that bright and brilliant set who were to be Keynes’
constant associates for more than a dozen years., It was now that he met
and married Lydia Lopokova, the famous Russian Ballerina, The group
included, at one time or other, Lytton Strachey, Virginia Woolf, Vanessa
Bell, Duncan Grant, Clive Bell, Leonard Woolf, Roger Fry, EM. Forster,
David Garnett, Arthur Waley and Edward Sackville-West, Prof.
Harrod rightly points out that it was really a world within a world that
lived largely by ignoring outsiders and yet did not become a mutua]
admiration society or a coterie of intellectual snobs as has been so often
suggested. But granting all that, it must be said that prof. Harrod is
uniformly prejudiced in his rather feeble attempt to place Bloomsbury
in English thought and letters. T'he fact of the matter is that in his
biographer’s zeal he ends by becoming more loyal than the king himself.

Keynes’ memoir examines the whole question with admirable
candour and fairness and freedom from prejudice, Speaking of the
Bloomsbury group Keynes says: “ We had no respect for traditional
wisdom or the restraints of custom. We lacked reverence, as Lawrence
observed and as' Ludwig (Wittgengtein) with justice also used to say—for
everything and every one. It did not occur to us to respect the extra-
ordinary accomplishment of our predecessors in the ordering of life (as
it now seems to me to hav_e been) or the elaborate frame work which they
had devised to protect this order............ As cause and consequence of our
oeneral state of mind we c'ompl'etely misunderstood human nature,
?ncluding our own. The rationality which we attributed to it led to a
superficiality, not only of julgement, b’lilt also of feeling.” Keynes again
speaks of the “* thinness and brittleness ” of the set and acknowledges that
there was more than a grain of”trut’h in D. H. Lawrence’s statement that
they were “done for ever”, However Prof, Harrod is entirely
untroubled and dismisses summarily Keynes’ own criticism as arising
from a lack of sympathy. He evidently knows better.,

But when all is said and undone Prof. Harrod’s life is a good book
about a great man—in sp‘ite of its all, too obvious defects, its effusiveness,
its uninspiring style, its * moist light —because in all its descriptions of
Keynes as an economist, financier and logician, it does not ignore the per-
sonal qualities of Keynes, the charm and intelligence and versatility that
made him not only one of the greatest Englishmen qf his generation but
also one of the most lovable. Keynes had so many interests and fulfilled
them with such obvious enjoyment that it is a great delight even to read
about them. He wasa Cambridge don, a clearand powerful writer of
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English prose, first chairman of the Arts council, collector of rare books,
the owner of a valuable private collection  of paintings, practical
speculator and financicr. He was an economist of genius because he
was all this for as he has himself saidin his essay on Marshall, * The
good economist must be purposeful and disinterested in o simultancous
mood ; as aloof and incorruptible as an artist, yet sometimes as near the
earth as a politician”.  Again, unlike most experts, Keynes had a clear
conception of the limitations of his subject. Fconomists were to him
always not the trustees of civilization but only of the oadibility of
civilization.  The real trustees of civilization were the artists and it was
this conviction that made him do as much as he did for the Arts council
as its first chairman. * This idealist and enthusiast was a wise man
and a philosopher 7, it has been said, “ No manin our time has put his
leisure to a finer use or worked harder to enable others to cnjoy and use
their leisure well 7.

But above all and primarily J. M. Keynes was a very good and
honest man. We can conclude no better than by quoting what the
cowherd said to Prof. Harrod:

“ But apart from all t,hat " he said, “you know that he (Lord
Keynes) wasa good man; he'd sit on the edge of a stack and talk to
me for a long time about things—very homely 7.

S. Guha LV Honours (Statistics)

“n———

An Inguiry into the vexatious problems of the ¢ Hair.”

We do not know who coined the expression hair-splitting to mean
arguing about our subtlities of any question, perhaps more often than not
just for its own szz_ke. T'here are people who just take a delight in refating
you, You mention quite a harmless statement as the ¢ Sun rises in_the
east.’ If you think you can get away with it you are mistaken, They
would at once come out with the theory of relativity and prove that east is
west and west is east and east and west are after all relative terms and so
the Sun rises relatively east to you and so as you proceed east he moves
still east-wards, until when you reach, say, Wake Islands the Sunis seen
rising from America and since America is west to us it is proved that the
Sun rises from the west.  Q.E.D.  Einstein's hair would have stood on end.

For such as these the only reply is the one afforded by the staunch
Tory English man of letters, Dr. Johnson. After being perplexed and
silenced by the polemical jugglery of Bishop Berkeley, the huge humiliated
frame of the great doctor in righteous indignation, with the vehemence
that only men of his stature could command bellowed, “ 1 refute him
thus " and accompanied these words with a mighty kick on a huge stone
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which struck a tree yards away and rebounded. Fortunately the bishop
was not present when the doctor was venting his anger against such hair-
splitting philosophical gymnastics to ¢xplain simple things. For those
who have the brawn that the doctor possessed and hence could always be
sure of converting the opponent’s ‘perpendicularity to horizantality’ such a
methood as is mentioned may be recommended. But for people like me,
puny in stature and punier in spirit there seems to be no way out.
Especially if you happen to bea red or a shade or two this way or that,
you better be careful even to mention such obviously simple facts as
“Negroes are being discriminated in the southern states of the U.S.’ or
‘ that starvation and unemployment are rampant in our country’ or even a
historical fact as ‘ Lenin is one of the greatest men that ever lived in the
tide of times’, you have raised the hornet’s nest, you have stirred a veritable
bee-hive. Political and constitutional hair splitters would start rattling off
at the rate that would put the machine gun to shame and start explaining
right from the airy concept of sovereignty and traverse the meandering
paths of the political jungle touching on the various theories on the evolu-
tion of state, party system and federalism, would land you on your head at
the concept of “one world’.  Well, if at this stage you have not already
given up the ghost and meekly ask what all this mighty typhoon had to do
with thesimple statements you made, you would get your block knocked off!

The same resourceful doctor has also prescribed another remedy to
ward off the danger from these hair-splitting pests,  This time it happens
to be not a doctor of divinity, Berkeley but a devilishly more menacing
affair—a woman, who challenged the burly fellow to a wordy duel as to
why he wrote the meaning of a particular word in a particular way to
which that human _dlctionary meekly replied, “ignorance madam, pure
ignorance.” Thus ignorance genuine or pretended sometimes is a shield
against this threat though it might sometimes emerge out as a siene after
the attack is over, Once some English country squire who was asked to
preside over Keats' Anniversary opened and dissolved the meeting with the
remarks—* Gentlemen, I have known barley, wheat and oats but I do not
know what Keats are and don’t want to know Keats either, I dissolve the
meeting ” and thus effectively sealed off an impending disaster of poetical
hair splitting. His adamant refusal to know things was as becoming an
Englishman as his ignorance. If after all these warnings anyone stil] wants
to have an experience of hair-splitting, [ recommend to him any book of
economics, failing which to look out for persons who have an intellectual
look about them which can be gauged by the thickness of the glasses they
wear, the bulk of books they carry and the frequency with which they
visit the departmental library.

A much abused philosopher used dialectics as a method, in other
words hair-splitting was elevated to the position of a philosophical techni-
que (please do not mistake him for Rousseau, though he too did a great
deal of hair splitting). Ever since this philosopher penned his ideas they
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sowed a bounteous crop of philosophical, political and cconomic hair for
splitting.  Year after year, country after country offcred its counter argu-
ments and ‘ debunked ’ this philosophy.  But paradoxically with cvery
“debunking 7 it emcrged out reinforced in theoretical strength and
materialised in practical action. All these mushroom hair-splitters stood
debunked in time before this master hair-splitter of the 19th Centary.
So adopt hair splitting as the very technique of your conversation and
perfect 1t to the T and you will be as welcome as a corpsc to a coroner in
all places of high-brow learning,

When this expression was coined people thought that splitting
the hair was about the most difficult task to perform. Little did they
imagine that there is another more interesting art which calls for
a grcater dexterity in handling and adroitness in the use of many
small implements—Hair dressing. The problem of course never at all
in the case of men (or women) who have a dome-like head—the
Dr. Mossodeq-varicty. Nor does it arise to those of the fairsex who have
a profuse growth and can twist it and twirl it into all sorts of contortions
you find in the Ajanta caves, and still look none the worse for it. But as
these are microscopic, I am afraid I am treading on very dangerous soil
when I say this ; but a scientist must pursue without fear in his unending
quest for truth and, pardon my ego, I am a scientist of no mean order.

So the material for my scientific inquiry is the majority who
possess a (scandalously) meagre growth on which they indefatigably work
with the aid of oils and pomades, combs and brushes, pins and ribbons,
buns and rings, last but not least, dyes and wigs. Man’s contribution to
this art is also of no mean quality. To dress the hair like the stormy
ocean with small waves rising and falling gradually and ending into a
mighty crescendo near the fore-head or to 'do it like the majestic calm
waters of the lake of Galilee after Lord Jesus uttered the magic words of
command, is a grand achievement of a masterly workmanship. Nor can
we neglect the bearded beauties, the walrus-moustached Bismarcks, the
fly-type moustached Charlies, the pencil-lined moustached Ronald
Colmens. What amount of consternation the appearance of a grey hair
causes to these great artists, quite justifiably because the grey hair displays
a quality of deflance to the administration of the comb and try how ever

you might displays itself in the open.

But the one that interests me most is the specimen that thinks that
unkempt hair is a good omen in sport, thus mixing cynicism with optimism.
Only just mention casualily a simple remark, say, th{lt Ramadhu,l should
have bowled more oners in the Second Test, youare in for an hour’s ordeal.
With the assistance of a pinch of betel nut powder to facilitate smooth
running, the haic-splitting operation would start off steam-rollering all
opposifioﬂ or signs of discontent, a'nd bru§h111g aside a.ll attempts at diver-
sion. Oh, whatan adept hair-splitter this clumsy hair.dresser is !
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Space and patience would not permit me to elaborate all my hair
splitting regarding Hair Splitting and Hair dressing. Losing sight aof
fundamentals and arguing on issues of secondary and concomittant nature
results in  this sterile process of hair-splitting. Regarding sociological
questions one thing is certain which from the ancient masters of philosophy
like Plato till to this day cannot but be admitted-—that the people are in
the last analysis divided into two classes by a wide chasm of economic
difference. It is also certain that unless this wide gulf is narrowed down,
there can be no happiness and prosperity for the majority of the people,
Without grappling this fundamental, to lay too much stress on rights and
constitutions and legal techicalities is nothing but a futile attempt at hair
dressing without the proper quality or quantity of hair. So, no hair-split-
ting, no artificial hair-dressing but a good luxurious and lustrous well
groomed hair, oh Lord grant me as thou did to the mighty Samson! No
federal constitution, no unitary constitution, no Marshallean economics, no
Keynesion but a Government which would assure economic equality and
stem out starvation and want, oh Lord, grant this miserable world and IT

1S HIGH TIME YOU DID IT !
K. Seshadri, P.G. II (Politics)

The Enchanted Isle.

(A record of the tour of the History and Politics Association to Ceylon m
December 1951 written from excerpts from the diaries of the chroniclers).

Sweet indeed are the days of our youth when our hearts are young
and gay and to the party of excursionists who visited Ceylon in December
1951, the memory of the enchanteddsle, where we spent ten wonderful
days combining pleasure with profit, wiil linger long.

15th December.—The great day has at long last arrived and we set
out, perhaps with a little trepidation in the hearts of a few, for Ceylon.
The first general impression that nearly all of us formed of the island from an
aerial view, and subsequently during the drive from Kankesanturai airport
to Parameswara College, was one of a rich, fertile country, in many respects

‘very much like our own. In fact Jaffna looked like a bit of Malabar

transplanted in Ceylon—this view of course specially endorsed by those
who hail from the land of the setting sun. Later when we met some
people in the college, we were struck by their warm friendliness, their
almost over-whelming kindness, and this particular feature drew our atten-
tion again and again, throughout the tour. ‘

16th and 17th December.—The morning of the 16th saw us 'in
Colombo ‘a garden city of colourful contrasts’ the capital of the youngest
Dominion in the Common-wealth of Nations. The Ceylon Tours provided
us with an excellent motor-coach which took us sight-seeing around the
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city. Among the interesting places we visited were Pettah, the busy
shopping quarter, the Dehiwalla Zoo, Mt. Lavinia a favourite sea-side
resort and a popular picnic spot where one of Colombo’s best hotels is
situated overlooking a beautiful palar-fringed beach. In the course of our
drive through the city we also saw the Town Hall, the site of the Colombo
Plan Exhibition, the Parliament Building, the Radio Station and the
promenade known as the Galle Face.

Situated a few miles to the north is the famous Buddhist temple of
Kelaniya which dates back to the beginnings of Ceylon’s history, almost
two thousand five hundred yearsago. Tradition holds that this place was
sanctified by a visit of the Buddha and the Paddy-heap shaped Dagoba is
still believed to contain the couch on which He reclined. The murals
however are new and so is the image of the seated BUdd?h- Many
worshippers come here with their offerings of fragrant frangipani and other
sweet-smelling flowers and kneel in obeisance before the image of the
recumbent Buddha,

20th December.—The sacred city of Kandy, last capital and
mountain stronghold of the sinhalese, which ever now is considered to be
the centre of culture in ceylon is 72 miles from Colombo.sgThe road from
Colombo winds through beautiful countryside—green fields, palm groves,
sleepy little villages and then with a perceptible change in the atmosphere
as the air turns cool and invigorating, the road climbs up to the hill-
capital of the last of the Sinhalese Kings.

The fame of this city centres mainly around the Dalada Maligawa—
the Temple of the Tooth Relic. Legend holds that the powdered remains
of the tooth which had been destroyed by the Portuguese flew back from
Goa to Kandy and assumed their original form. Legend or no legend,
this temple and the relic of Buddha attract innumerable Buddhist pilgrims
from all over the world. The temple and the octagenal library on its
right are enclosed by a moat and a stone wall; within the temple there
are a number of images of Buddha of varying sizes. The relic is enclosed
in the innermost of seven caskets filled one within the other and the
Sanctuary in which it reposes is open to the public only in the evenings.
Kandy is the scene of annual perahera or procession held during the
exposition of the tooth when the relic is carried in state, with great pomp
and splendour, by gaily caparisoned elephants through the city to the beat
of drums while dancers in colourful .c'ostumes dance rhythmically,

22nd December.—Danbulla—the largest of the Rock Temples still
in use in Ceylon was the next stop on our itinerary. Here ona massive
rock rising over a thousand feet high, are five temples dating back to the
1st century B.C,

Within these five separate temples are several images and carvings;
one which especially drew our attention was a 47-foot long figure of the
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dying Buddha which had a wonderfully realistic appearance. In another
of these cave temples which is also the largest, the artist has used his
brush skilfully over the ceiling and the walls and the effect is of a ceiling-
cloth.

Sigiriya was an unforgettable experience. Ten miles away from
Danbulla we came to this impregnable fortress city ; built on top of a
sheer, unscaleable crag rising stark and abrupt out of the low plains
Sigiriya is an extra-ordinary fortress, overwhelming in its fierce, rugged
splendour, a feat of engineering in the 5th Century A. D. that still bafles
the minds of modern Scientists, It has a strange history behind it, for
the wicked King Kasyap after the cruel murder of his father, in order to
escape the wrath of his people and his brother, chose this mighty rock to
build himself an impregrable city, though finally he was defeated in battle
and killed by his brother Moggallana,

* The climb up to this fortress is an arduous one—flight of steps worn
smooth by the tread of innumerable feet Jead to a winding staircase which

Silver ascade — a beauty spot oi ield r“‘f;‘“* Sa‘a{;’o“"" takes the interested visitor to what appears to have been an art gallery in
ndail jotany Staft, L4
Kodaikanal. ] e . R a natural rock pocket. The frescoes here are very reminiscent of those at
Plhote—C. B, Rao. J20910- e I RN

Ajanta and authorities on the subject are of the opinion that may have
been executed by coakarporaneous or even perhaps the same artists,
These portraits of twenty-one ladies are usually in pairs, perhaps a
princess and her maid and seen to have been the work of a master hand
for there is a delicacy of finish which is indeed admirable,

From this art gallery a little further on, one comes out into a flat
_stretch of open ground and from here, through a gate way fashioned like-
a hnge line, begins a - perilous ascent over the bare face of the rock which
takes the climber up to the summit where the parri cide king had his city,
There are just the ruins of the old palace and its foundations still to be
seen, and the magnificent view coupled with a strong wind tingling the
ears and giving one a wonderful sensation of being on top of the world,

22nd December.—Polannarawa flourished as the greatest medieval
capital of Ceylon from the 11th to the' 13th century, Parakrama'Bahu,
IV % v Hons, Bomny stadents 1t Kodaikanal, Literateurs Holidaying. a mighty king and the first to rule a united Ceylon, whose name is still
Photo—V. Krishnamurtity. Choto—N. Balasuhramaniam, . revered by the Sinhalese made this town his caplta}. Hls.stature can still
‘ be seen—a grand old man, with an inscrutable expression holding an

ancient manuscript in his hands. :

»

The heart of this ancient city was a temple of the Tooth Relic.
This Watadage is a round building with four entrances, beautifully
carved, and a serene Buddha carved in granite facing each entrance,
Nearby is the Flower Pavilion of King Nxssankg-——Malla, a unique
structure, the roof of which was supported by stone pillars carved in floral
designs and resembling creepers,

] H N Nt el
jiteratears Holidaying. fzeologists at work,

Elcto—T,. Vvaspitlas, Photo—3M, Sudramanyan,
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At Gal Vihare can be seen {yragnes belonuing 1o the 13th centary,
a tater development of these at Sigiviya, more lvely and beautiful, but
alas, these ace fast (ading qway, Nearby is a gigantic store statue of
a sleeping Buddha with Ananda standing  sorrowfully near by, mourning
over the death of the Master, ’

Among other mteresting ruins were the audience Hall with roofless
pillars specifying the pacticalar minister who sat under it, a sunken Royal
Bath huilt in three ticrs and another bath in the shape of a lotus from
which it derives its name of the Lotus Bath ; the library of Chandravati,
wise queen of Parabrama Bahu which was once a flovrishing hibrary used
mostly by monks and the ruins of Parabrama Bahu's palace, all bearing
mute testimony to the glovies of a by-gone age.

23rd  December.—Anuradhapura, the most famous of the ruined
cities has a glorious tradition behind it, for historical evidence tells as
it was the capital of the Sinhalese kings as far back as the (5th B. C. and
occupied this unigue position for 13 centuries), With the passage of time
however, the surrounding jungles closed in, but now a modern city is
rising around the ruins of the ancient one, )

The first place the visitor is directed to is the famous Bo-tree—a.
right-hand sapling {rom the very same tree under which the Enlightcned
one meditated and finally attained ecternal bliss, It was brought to
Ceylon in the 3rd B. C. by Sanghanitta, daughter of Asoka, and planted
in this great park, and innumerable pilorims, Buddhist as well as others,
wend their way to this hallowed spot, to bow in revercnce before this
tree of wisdom which is perhaps the oldest in the world,

There are ruins of several Buddhist temples in Anuradhapura
where swarms of pilgrims still pay their homage to the Master. Among
the number of ruined images there is one which is the best in Ceylon—
perhaps even in the whole of the Buddhist world~—depicting Buddha in
the ‘Dhyana Mudra. This image has a wonderful compassionate expres-
sion and has evoked the admiration of all who see it and has also been
mentioned by Pandit Nehru in his Discavery of India,

Anuradhaputa also abounds in dagobas (a solid hemispherical
structure on 2 circular platform and surmounted by an umbrella on conical
spire  built in order to enshrine sacred Buddhist relics) and here can be
scen the Jetavanarana,K Dagoba, dating from the 4th A.D. which is the
biggest in the Buddhist world. The Ruanveliseya built by Dutugemunu,
the famous Hero King is another interesting structure though it has been
restored and renovated from time to time.

The finest and best preserved moon-stone in Ceylon can also be
seen at Anuradhapura, [t js fenced off by a wooden railing and is a

beautiful work of art and has four friezes of animals, A little to the South
is the lsurumuni temple built near a pretty pond. On the rocks above the -
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d has bren carved a warrior or noble personage seated in the Maharaja -
pond H9 ture with a horse’s head just visible over his left shoulder. On
Leela hpOh sidﬂe is an exceedingly well-carved panel depicting the Jovers.-
the utcslr tor has infused a life-like warmth into his work and has caught
t’fll;e 'jr 0;2 triumph and dignity with which the warrior returns to his
belox;ecl, while she sits coy and demure,

Mihintale, six miles to the cast of Anur-adhapx.xra iSche sacred hill

where Mahinda, son of the great Asoka, first alighted in 307 B.C. when he

to Ceylon to preach the gospel of Buddhism, On the way up to the

(?ame it of the hill are numerous hills for this was where a Jarge monastic.

Z(;‘(;]ner:)once dwelt and one can still see their convocation hall, bathing ponds

rock cells and boat-shaped receptacles of stone used to store _rice., A rocky

pathway below thg residence of }‘he monks leads to Mahinda’s bed—a

smooth  stone slab in a natural aicove formed by rocky crags. To the
right can be seen the Kentaha chetiya Dagoba dating from the 2nd A.D.

At the foot of the hill is a beautiful little lake called the Kalundiya
Pokuna—the lake of 'Biack‘\Naterszhen? trees bend their branches’
downwards almost as if holding converse with the waters. There is an
air of quiet and peace and solemm_ty pervading the place and on the slopes
of the hill dwell hermits in seclusion, away from the madding crowd and
from the toils and turmoils of a troubled world. L

All good things came to anend, and the ten days of our tour came
to an end almost unbelievably soon ; as the plane soared into the ajr from
Jaffna on the morning of the 25th bearing us back to our own dear mother.
land, we carried with us memories of a warm-hearted, kind and friendly
people for whose generosity and unbounded hospitality we can never thank’
them sufficiently, memories of beautiful cities, green’ hills, fertile fields,
colourful gardens, sloping estates of tea and rubber plantations, blue
lagoons, graceful waving fronds of tall and slender palms, lovely lakes
shimmering in the quiet, soft morning light—memories of a breathtakingly
and unforgettably beautifu_] country and as, perhaps with a little sadness,
we watched her shores fading from our view, we vowed one day to return

chanted isle.
to the en Neela Sattanathan 1V Hons, (History),

Keeping Out of the Ruf

1. In a light vein.—The hierarchy of the family of which [ am’
2 member comprises grand parents, grand uncles and aunts, parents, then
myself with brothers and sisters on either side, cousins of various removes,
with a few tits into the bargain. Generations in series. At one end, the
elders seasoned by life’s experiences, its ups angi downs, its ' rewards aqd
nalties ; at the (_)ther eqd, little charming bits of humanity, happy in.
their ignorance, boisterous in t}wxr games and quarrels, welcome nuisances.
all the same, so charming, so innocent,
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- Inbetween these T ind mysell, not yet stamped with the impress
of life the elders have seen and fived, but past the er of the airy tlighti-
ness of the young onces.

Inthe Janguage of political affiliations, the right, the centre and
the left. The right,is conservative, the stronghold of the traditions of the
community, and particularly of the family, of which they are enormously
proud, and rightly o, The more jeadous of them are uncompromising
about their preservation, and enjoin me to respect them and to follow
them.  Here is the rut they have ploughed for me, and I am cxpected to
go the way it ryns. My parents who occupy the borderland between the
right wing and the centre have seen the sign of the times, and having
developed a sense of realism, are less insistent and more accommodating.
They watch from a distance over what the centre does— and as you see
[ am init—and are giving hints, delicately worded and gently adminis-
tered, with understanding nods now-and then, which seem to say, ‘ when
We were young.......... ” And all is well, since 1 am not Jeaning to the left,
not even to the left of centre, but occupy the median rank, statistically
speaking. And have I not been impressed with the additional responsi-
bility of being a model of prudence and propriety to the younger genera-
tion on the left ?  Rather a difficult job, but not too difficult for a person
of my temperament and outlook.

2. Lert to myself.—When old Polonius came upon Hamlet and
asked him what he was at, the Prince replied, " Words, words, words.”
If you ask me what my code of life is, I would reply, “ Plan, plan, plan.”
These are days of planning., Governments turn out plans by cartloads to
build up their countries’ progress, doctors plan dictaries for the sick and the
healthy, social economists plan budgets for the needy as well as for the
well-to-do, But the little Ego in me resents such imposition ; 1 plan for
myself, broadbasing it to subserve every aspect of life, subdivided
adjectively as physical and intellectual, aesthetic and moral. To guide
me in this planning enterprise and achieve ‘‘according to plan,” the
modern world supplies many agencies, readily available, at hand.

Almost all the members of the family are good readers and have
built up a library. An uncle of mine, in a dida.ctic mood, a.dVOC”ELtSS my
reading for “ information, enjoyment, relaxation, inspiration, _and is
never tired of quotations. One such is: The true aim of reading, the
only creative aim, should be to increase the range and depth of one's
imagination and one's human sympathy. |1 offer him my.51mp11ﬁcat1<‘m:
It is for enlarging and enriching life. T see you Smiling ; you think
[ talk likea book. However, was it not Bernard Shaw \jvho s;ud.: .the
more you read, the less you think? So 1 have my favourites, a hlmlted
number. As for the rest, my father has taught me the Art of Looking at
the Backs of Books, and how to skip through then. - And 1 keep a

note book.
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We have our morning news-paper. They say that the newspaper
is the average man’s university. Mine is of some standing, and not much
of it is journalese and waste-time. I don’t just read it, in the catch-as-
catch-can manner. My newspaper formula is RSMC—Read, Skip, Mark,
Clip. Its good prose gives me good words, my grammar (now taboo at
school and college, as Grammar), and supplements my idioms (a ticklish
commodity). My younger brother had a home-task, an=essay on
Newspapers, and asked me for * writing points " in the fashion of radio
broadcasts round “ talking points”; and I threaded out a list of what
to look for—Government and politics, science and business, philosophy
and religion, sociology and economics, education and health, arts and
book-reviews, short skits, spots and....... , when he cut in to say, “ stop
a bit, I shall bring paper and pencil,” and be never turned up! As for
magazines and periodicals,—well, 1 live next door to a * Young People’s
Reading Room,” enthusiastically run. [ am its Secretary-cum-Treasurer,
which means I am the Managing Committee.

Have I a radio at home? Yes, as good a one as one can desire
to own. (And the Listener). It occupies one of the Principal Foci in
our house. The Radio has been aptly called the greatest of modern
miracles. It must be true, Isay to myself: Does it not draw around
it the whole circle of the family, including the ‘ancient’ members
thereof ? I am regarded as the most machine-minded of the house, and
they have nicknamed me the gadget. 1 have my own private ‘ lab’ and
an aunt of mine happening to stumble into it in one of her visits, said it
looked like a Moore-Market’s remote corner. It contains an infinite
number of nameless, timeless, formless things. To it I go when I want
to escape from an occasional tedium of tasks and duties. I once almost
succeeded in “assembling” a sort of home-made radio, whose parts
belonged to God-knows-how-many dismantled machines. When on
occasions, our radio and I are left alone together, I manage to get from
it “thought for my intellect, music for my soul, and mirth to ease my
mind to top it all.”

Over the Radio I can only hear the mirth, but cannot see the
shaking sides split unless held with the hands; I can hear the lucubrations
of a happily married couple, but cannot see the tragedy in their faces
when a third man intrudes to head them to a catastrophe, and ever so
many other things of the sort, I have to listen and to imagine but cannot
see and realise ; for to see is to know. I have to seek the theatre to fill
the gap. A good theatre, at the moment, is a rare commodity, but now
and then I sense the dawn of a renaissance, which might restore it to
its high pedestal.

What I cannot get in the theatre, 1 have perforce to seek in the
movies, notthose ‘ dlsplay§’ of tasteless opulence and inane pettiness
and sentimental melo-drama,” but those of merit and decency, which
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invite you to “live with its people and live in thar roles,”  Morcover,
[can seleet them for the expericnces that are not directly avatlable,
possible or desirable in oreal dite, like wars and crowds and s
appeals,

3. Approval. =My elders have heen watching me as no one else
has done. Covertly or overtly 1 get at their appraisal. [ am happy to
say that it s more of approval than of dissausfaction. I sense their
sympathy in good measure, if by sympathy is meant oncd’s capacity to
project oneself into another’s personity, feeling wife them and not for
them,

Cardinal Newman says: “ There is @ beauty of person, there is a
beauty of our moral being, which is natural virtue; andﬂin like manner
there is @ beauty, there is a perfection of the intcllect.,”  Aund shall |
add to it, the beauty of culture 7

Culture no doubt is an intangible thing, indcfinable in concrete
terms. But it is always in our life-blood.  “Itis a sort‘of contagion
which one gets by being exposed to it.”  With a caretully built-up
cultural background, we can not only make a life, but make a life worth
living.

Do I hear you say that in trying to keep out of one rut, I have
made for myself another broader and deceper rut? Yes, No.

V. Vimala, 11T Hons. (Economics).

How long to Covelong ? —the Litterateur’s Holiday

We decided to go to Covelong this year. Mahabalipuram, Ennore
and Poondi had lost their appeal, and a sail down the Buckingham Canal

was an attractive novelty.

About thirty students made up the party and we were ready at

7 a.m. to set off in the College Bus for Lattice Bridge from where we
would embark. But the Secretary had not arrived—we could have gone
without him perhaps—but certainly not without the p1c1'nc-lunch which he
was bringing from Mylapore. Members hurried off in scarch qf the
delinquent—some down the Marina, and o‘t‘hers——a party ”of girls, 1
think—headed in the general direction of Ananda Vilas, ostensibly
to aid in the search, but really to fortify themselves in case .hc did not
turn up. Meanwhile those who remained set up frantu; calls for
Sachidananda Sivam, but no sgch person turned up. At last, just whlen
we were despairing of a picnic-less picmc Mr. Sivam casually strolled
Jongside a laden rickshaw, all smiles and no concern. There was

:g Ztimeé for recrimination and we hastily packed everything into the bus
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and hurried in ourselves. It was so warm already, and we disliked being
baked in the sun,

The bus picked up speed. Linterprising pcople started community
songs simultaneously—they were so glad to be on their way, after being
disappointed with repeated postponements of the picnic,

We picked up several other members enroute, including the
lady-secretary who had more supplies to replenish our stock. ILattice
Bridge was reached in good timc, and we embarked without further delay.

With a favourable breeze aiding us we sailed along at a slow but
steady rate. The ladies perferred the inside of the boat and sat down
on carpets. The boys were on top and after ten minutes of sunshine
decided that it was too hot outside. It would be certainly cooler
downstairs and so we all stepped down. Oh yes, it was. And then came
songs and requests for more, It was quite a long boat and we were seated
along the sides. Games were started, the most popular being * Forfeits .
After a preliminary competition, the losers had to pay forfeits and the
real fun started when the time came for reclaiming them. A clique of
girls dictated the penalty and the poor victim just had to do what he
was told or else he or she would forfeit either an expensive watch, a gold
bangle, or some one of a number of valuable articles. :

One group started this game, while another was interested in the
latest song-hits, A third was interested in looking on and enjoying the
fun, while a few enterprising boys got on deck to see if they couldn’t spot
any larks,

10. A.M.—an hour and a halif in the boat and still not the faintest
sign of our destination. Meanwhile lime-juice and packets of sweets
made a surprising but welcome appearance. The ‘forfeits’ game was
still going strong amid laughter and squeals of delight. A, general
invitation to join in was heartily accepted. There was no preliminary
competition this time. Articles were forcibly impounded; the same
ingenious clique got together and we anxiously awaited our penalities.
But it was such fun watching the victim. One was told to act like a

" drunkard abusing his wife. Shades of Prohibition! he did it so realisti-

cally that he scared usindeed. Another had to do a dance. A girl this
time, and she managed it as best she could—the roof didn’t permit
standing up—and her performance was certainly amusing. Our North-
Indian friend, Sarma, had great difficulty in getting an imaginary
telephone conversation with his lady-love under way. He declared he'd
had no experience and though he was amply _coached on both sides he
found he hadn’t the heart to do it—the imaginary way! Monkéy-faces
from another gentleman which no ambitions monkey could be proud of.
To kiss the wooden support of the boat and make love to it, was the task
of another lady. The post certainly lqoked human after that, Yet

P-6
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another lady had to mimic the ‘Classics’, while one ambitious old
gentleman started making out his Will, bequcathing his property to all
his relations. The ‘relations” didn't half enjoy scrambling for their
possessions- i nose, an car, or perhaps a foot. It was now T. S, Eljot’s
I mean, cur jovial Mr. Sivam’s turn for paying his forfeit, and someone
jokingly suggested he wade to the bank and back. Sivam, the spirit of
hilarity, readily acquiesced and went over like a plummet. It came as a
rude shock to the poor lad to find the canal was over waist-deep and he
hurricdly scrambled aboard, nicely drenched. There was a suspicion of
a giggle somewhere——perhaps at the thought that Sivam was paying
retribution for his tardiness carlier in the day. Mr. Sivam preferred
being upstairs after that.

And now it was a question of * breaking the ice” though perhaps
it was nccessary as there seemed to be no strangers amongst us.
However cach one gave a thirty-second account of his academical history,
and had to answer a few inquisitive inquiries about his future designs,
rather, interests.

Nearing 12 noon, and we were only 15 miles away from Madras
with Covelong perhaps another two hours ahead. We decided to call a
halt as we had to think of the return journey. We did so, as soon as a
shady clump of trees was spotted and what with the songs, stories and the
general fun we were quite ready for lunch.

Lunch was served immediately—the ladies acting as hostesses. It
was indeed a feast. Vermicelli palov and kichadi for the non-veggies, and
rice, rasam, curos and curries for the others, with payasam and fruit to
follow.

After lunch we strolled down through an ancient village to the
dak bungalow which boasted of easy-chairs and other modern comforts,
The sea was about a mile off, but the main party was too tired to set out,
more so because of the burning heat,

We rested for a while and talked of this and that. Father Dennis
regaled us with a few humorous stories and we can never forget how
In-stinct and Out didn’t. Bashir tried out a new dance-act, while Messrs
Narendar and Dutt tried to infuse a little life into the party while being
perfectly relaxed themselves. A game of story-building was attem pted
and one bright gentleman started the ball rolling with “ There was a
cow-boy in Texas who was a barber ”,  Going round the circle the story
developed that the fellow thought of getting married and he decided he'd
emulate King Solomon. Just when his harem was established another
barber came along. This chap was just like the other and............ Here,
the members decided they’d had enough of the Texan shavers and
compelled the one to shoot the other and thus put an end to any

complications.
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It was now time to get back and while the tea-water was being
prepared our camera-men set to work. Four reels of film were flicked
off in as many minutes, and in a few more minutes we were ready to
return,

The thought of return was not so appealing, but we decided to
enjoy whatever time we still had, The sun was about to set, and the
evening was quite pleasant. A card party assembled on deck, while Miss
Sakeena, our petite crooner of songs, entertained the rest. Cups of tea
were relayed from one end of the boat to the other and trays of cakes
and puffs went the rounds too.

The boat barely crept along—the sail was useless without the
breeze and 1t had to be towed. The sun had set ere now and a solitary
lantern shed its cheerly light. However our spirits had not flagged and
more games of “1, 2,3, 4,5,6, Buzz” and “Ha, ha, ha,” kept us going
merrily, -

By 7-30 p.m. Lattice Bridge was sighted and an hour later we

were back at College tired but supremely happy, having keenly enjoyed
every bit of the day’s pleasant outing.

S. J. C. Baynes, P.G. II (English).

Not Original ?

An old Indian proverb says that women and property are never
praised. It is not that they are never admired ; but they are deprecated
when one cannot have access to them. The advent of civilization has
added one more to the list-—originality. This might have been the result
of modern education. If I mean.to write a story, I should have read all the
stories on the face of the earth, or even beyond ; for, who knows whether
story—writers fro.m Mars may not drop on to earth in a rocket ? Even if
I do, people are incredulous. The editor declares that I am * incapable of

originality.”

If I write a story, 1 have copied it from some book or say, some
magazine, If I contribute a drawing, it lacks the original touch—and this
remark too from one who has never seen a drawing in his life!
The editor takes all the trouble to hunt for me, just to ask “Is the painting
original ?”” I should like to say, “No” and see the effect.

The man who is really original is suspected of not being original.
If he copies his text from so_mewhere, peoplg fail to detect the plagiarism,
If anybody ventures, “ I think, I have seen it somewhere ; perhaps in ‘the
Strand.’ I am sure it was writtensby P. G, Wodghouse”—he is at once
silenced with the retort “ Sir, P, G. Wodehouse is not a god. He isa
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man - and our author too s a man., It is sheer coincidence.  You cannot
disputc the originality.””  In thus respect, [ remember the mischief we
played once and the hearty laugh we had over it.  We copied some lines
from Keats, put down our name and sent them.to a journal.  What a fun
we had when the whole thing came safely back with a letter from the editor
that he is very sorry for not being able to publish such an immature

composition !

The other day, I was telling an (‘f]d”l}" g(:n)glcm:m “Ay, Sir, What
4 novelty and originality is this flying machine ! “’H}lh,” he said with
contempt, ¢ The originality of the idea goes to the Indians.  Don’t you find
in the epic Ramayana about the acrial car 7 Why should it not have

heen true 27, I dared not answer him,

There are many people, I am sure, who belicve that my present
composition is not original-—good-bye to them. They are the pillars of
modern education shaped and polished by 1t but useful only to stand as
dumb pillars. There are some people who are self-conceited enough to
think that none but they, are capable of originality.  When 1 told one of
my friends yesterday how I had written a story and disclosed to her its
plot, she raised her eyebrows and said, “surely, you got it from some
magazine.” [ despaired of convincing her ol my rights as the original
author of the plot.

If anybody thinks that he or she is original, it is mere self-decep-
tion ; that too in these days, when originality is as good as dead, In school,
we had a teacher whose classes [ used to find very interesting. 1 used to
wonder when the boys declared that he was a constant ‘bore’. Later, 1
found that the root-cause of their dislike was his constant stress on
originality, How can a teacher be other than irritating, when he would'nt
allow the boys to copy their compositions from * The Golden guide for
Non-detailed texts” by a ‘ Master of Arts.’

Some people are of opinion that the most original composition is
recounting one’s own experiences. May I ask, whether it is original in the
sense that it is 2 novel idea sprung up in one’s intelligent brain? No, I
cannot hold it is original. In fact, no idea takes shape without taking the
cue from something and that “ something” claims the originality. In this
respect, persons who revive the old Ananda Vikadan stories and drawings
of other magazines arc doing the work of re-construction, far easier than
that of building anew. What satifaction, what cxultations must they feel
when they are congratulated upon the complete originality of the
execution !

K. V. Bala Devi, 1V Hons. (Physics).

Islam's Contribution to the World

Few in the world to-day realise the magnitude of the meritorious
service of the Arab Masters to the culture and civilisation of the world,
Any true student of history can ascertain the adequacy Of the facts by
turning the pages _of history" which are replete with abundant and
convincing information.

The Arabs gave an unprecedented and an almost unparalleled
impulse in every.direction to huma'n industry and did all in their power to
encourage and stimulate research in every branch of human enquiry and
their marvellous and unexampled intellectual activities are epoch-making
in the history of the world’s culture. Education received their passionate
attention. They established universities and scientific institutions, opened
libraries and academies and colleges at Cairo, Fez, Toledo, Damascus
Samarkhand, Barcelona and Baghdad. Their schools and colleges at’
Seville and Cordova soon became centres of learning and education. The
Quran, Galen, Dioscorides, Memistius, Aristotle, and Plato were not only
studied but also interpreted, explained and were commented upon. Their
schools and colleges produced great scholars, poets, artists, philosophers
and physicians. The subjects that were studied were grammar, the
traditions, ‘travels, politics, geography, rhetoric, philosophy, diale’ctics
music, fiction law, ethics, zoology, theology, the art of healing and
botany. Referring to the literature of the Augustan age of the Arabs
during thg: reign of Al H:{kaam II, that impartial historian, Sedillot says
‘the multifarious productions of genius, the precious inventions all of which
attest a marvellous activity of intellect justify the opinion that the Arabs
were our masters in everything’. Where the muslims were able to extend
their sphere of influence, they carried with them their great civilisation
and culture.

The Arabs were great mathematicians. The very word ciph er
without which the science of numbers would have been naught is derived
from the Arabic word Ciphra which means zero. Geber introduced the
use of Arabic figures and gave to the world the science named after him to
wit, Algebra, Ibn Kanah applied Algebra to geometry and laid the foun-
dation of analytical geometry, mechanics and astronomy. Abul wafa was
a celebrated geometrician. Albaghdadi wrote a treatise on the use of
trigonometry. Alhazen was a great mathematician as well as astronomer.
of the eleventh century, He improved the construction of the hydro.
meter, wrote on'the theory of refraction of light, discovered .the submer-,
gence of floating bodies and understood the atmospheric pressure,
Several of his works have been translated into latinn The Arab
mathematicians discovere'd the equation of the second degree, developed
the theory of the qu_adra.tlc equation aqd the binomial theorem. When
Henry 1 was reigning in England, philosophy, geometry, algebra and
logic were studied under Arab masters, ;
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Astronomy was studied with great mterest in the Muslim Univer-
sities ol Seville, Cordova and Barcelona.  There were several eminent
astronomers like Danu Amjure, Mashaallah, Ihn Yunus and the poet-
mathematician astronomer Qniar Khayyam. These astronomers ascer-
tamed the size of the earth, the variation in the lunac latitude and the
precision of the cquinoxes.  They also wrote on the photometry of the
stars.  The works of Ibn Yunus have been reproduced among the Greeks,
Chinese and Moghuls. It was Arabs who erccted the Giralda or the
Tower of Seville, for the observation of  the heavenly bodies.  Abdur
Rahim, another astronomer  constructed a table of specific gravity.
Alfonso X, King of Castille, had acquired his knowiedge of astronomy from
the Arabs,

Abu Musa Jabir (Geber of the christians) who discovered the
ammoniacal salts is the true father of modern chemistry, The Arabs
discovered the most fundamental bodics of chemistry such as Nitric Acid,
Sulphuric Acid, Hydrochloric Acid and Alcohol,

In the field of medicine the debt of the world to the Muslims
is incalculably great. They made remarkable progress in medicine and
surgery. They knew the treatment of small pox and measles. The Arab
physicians of Cordova at one time were held in such high esteem that even
christian princes came from different countries to the court of western
caliphs to be cured of diseases and receive medical advice. Avenzoar,
Rhazes, Avicenna and Averroes were all great physicians. Their records
contain description of inflamations and the diagnosis and cure of various
diseases. Albucasis of Cordova was a great surgeon. While America
has produced dentists, devised painless extraction of teeth and prepared
germ-killing dentitrices, only in comparatively modern times the Muslims
had their skilful dental surgeons long ago. Albucasis recognised pyorrhoea
and knew the operations of filling the cavities of decayed teeth with gold-
foils and arsenic at a time when European doctors believed in the efficacy
of reciting certain charms to relieve human pain. The famous book of
Avicenna known as * Canon of Medicine® had been translated and was used
as a text-book in the universities of Louvain and Montpellier and indeed
all over Europe for five centuries,

There have been also thinkers and philosophers like Alkindi, Yakub
Ibn Ishak, Abu Nasr Farabi and Averroes, Yakub Ibn Ishak was a
universalist. Abu Nasr Farabi was a great thinker and he was .called by
the Arabs a second Aristotle, Averroes was also a great Arabian philo-
sopher. His philosophical and theological works were edited and.translated
by J. Muller and thcy appeared in German in .1875. He interp_reteq
Aristotle and wrote a compendium on physics called Kul}lyat.
Ad— Damiri was famous in the muslim world for his history of the animals,
The contributions of the Arab historians and travellers are unparalleled,
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Some of the most prominent of them were Al-Beiruni, Ibn ul Athir and
Masudi, the Herodotus of the Arabs.

The Arab geographers contributed a great deal to the geography of
the world. When Europe was ascertaining the flatness of the earth, the
Muslims taught geography in their schools from globes. Al-ldrisi the
famous geographer was invited to the court of Roger 1] of Sicily, where he
constructed a celestial globe of silver,

The Arabs devoted the best of their energy to agriculture and
excelled their predecessors in thi‘s l?ranch of science. The Arabs by their
ingenuity and skill converted Spain into a beautiful place full of gardens,
fields, vine-yards, orchards. Industries like shipbuildings, horticulture, glass,
Iron, copper, brocade, culture of silk, textile fabrics, woollen carpets and
Porcelain utensils flourished under them. Cordova was famous for its
tapestry, Toledo for its gold work and sword blades which were prized all
over the world for their temper. Murcia for woollen clothes, Granada and
Seville for silk and gun-cotten and Yemen for its frankincense which was
used for perfuming the. temples of Baby]on. Moors were experts in the art
of tanning, curing, dyeing and embossing leather, The fame of Moroccan
and Cordovan leather spread all over the world. The use of coffee was
discovered by one holy personage Shaik Omar to whom too we owe a
great debt. At one time export of Muslim industry consisted of gold,
silver, sugar, pig and cast iron, rock crystal, oil, saffron, sulphur, antimony,
ginger, rice, cotton and silk. It was the Arabs who discovered the
Mariner's Compass and thus brought about a great transformation in the
field of navigation. Extensive trade was carried on and trade relations
were established with countries like Barbary, Egypt, Abyssinia, India,
China, Damascus, Baghdad, and Madain. Montucla says ‘ the Arabs were
the sole depositers of learning, and it is to their commerce that we owe the
first rays of light which came to chase the darkness of the eleventh, twelfth
and thirteenth centuries.’

Islam has highly enriched the art and architecture of the world.
Under the Arab Moor art reached its climax. The Arab Moors excelled
their Christian neighbours both in ‘sculpture and painting. Owing to the
close resemblance of Muslim art to thz}t pf the christians, it has often been
ignorantly urged that the Muslims are imitators. There is ample historical
evidence to prove that Arabs were originators and not imitators. There
are numerous architectural marvels of Muslims. The mosque of Cordova.
the Al-Hambra, the Alcazar at Sev1l_1e, thg Taj gnd the Ez zahra are some
of their magnificent and the most imposing edifices of the world, It was
the genius of a great Arab_ architect that erected on the earth these
wonders of the world at a time when the architectural skill of Europe was
confined only to hewing uncouth images on stone, At a time when there
was po public lamp in London, a man might walk, in Spain under ‘the .
Moors, for ten miles by the light of the public lamps. At a time when in
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Pars there were no good roads, the streets of Cordova were mecadamised
and lanes were strongly paved.

Charles T. Gorham gives a very gratifying account of the achiceve-
ment of the Muslims in s book, * Christianity and Civilisation.”  He says,
“in the eighth century the Muslims conquered Spain and as if by magic a
splendid civilisation sprang into being.  While the Christians were highting
against one another for the glory of God, the Spanish Moors were writing
treatises on the principles of trade and commerce.  Their achicvements in
varions fields of knowledge were beyond the imitation or even the
comprehension of the rest of Lurope for hundreds of years'. Referring to
the remarkable intellectual activity of the Arabs between the cighth and
the thirteenth century of the christian era, Sarton, an unbiased Christian
writer, expresses his admiration in the following words I—‘ The main task
of mankind was accomplished by Muslims, The greatest philosopher
Al-Farabi was a Muslim ; the greatest mathematician, Abu Kamil was a
Muslim ; the greatest geographer and cncyclopaedist, Al-Masudi was a
Muslim ; the greatest historian Al-Tabari, was still a Muslim.” The Araly
savants by attaining great efficiency in diffirent branches of knowledge
indicated to the world that all knowledge was one and the source of ajl
knowledge was also one. But how many to-day realise Europe’s debt to
Islam, how many to-day have the strength of character to agrec with
Draper in saying, “ that Europe has continued to keep out of sight our
scientific obligations to Musalmans ? ”

It is my fervent hope that a time will come when the different
nations of the world will realise their obligations to the Arab Muslims and
pay tribute and homage to the masters and benefactors of humanity whose
culture and civilisation illumined the whole of the world.

Md. Aminuddin, IV Hons, (Isl. Hist.)

Our Trip to Kodaikanal

Fifth of September ‘51 was a n.emorable day for the Botanists of
Presidency College. Infact that day brings to our mind all the sweet
memories of ‘ Kodi’ in gradual succession. Jt was the day when we took
our train to Kodaikanal, one of the most beautiful hill stations of South
India. We are indeed fortunate to have visited that place and more than
that to have stayed there for about a fortnight collecting many of the rare
plants which we cannot dream of getting in Madras. 1t was an instructional
tour. Many of us were reluctant to undergo the ordeals of the tour but after
the tour we think that we would have missed a lot if we had not gone
there. Of course, we had the usual difficulties in obtaining rice and other
provisions in these days of scarcity; but for that the tour was quite

interesting.
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Kodi is at an elevation of about 7000 ft. and so situated as to
receive a good amount of rainfall in the year. Hence naturally we can
expect the forests to be luxuriant in growth and that is what the Botanists
want. They take interest not in picnic or side-shows but in exploring the
forests to find out Nature’s Botanical creations, Thick belts of vegetation
are the most striking features and they attract the attention of not only
the Botanists but also the non-Botanists. The different kinds of vegetation
found in Kodi are the shola vegetation, the slope vegetation, the grassland
vegetation, the pine forest vegetation and the marsh vegetation,

The journey uphill was very pleasant indeed. One cannot miss the
cultivation of plantains, coffee, cardamom and orange on the slopes while
going up. Lantana with its different coloured inflorescence was boasting
of its beauty and predominance over others, The peculiar falcate-shaped
Jeaves of Eucalyptus from which, as all of you know, the Eucalyptus oil
is extracted seemed asif welcoming the batch of Botanists who have
honoured them and made them feel proud by their visit. No one can pass
on without noticing this huge tree with its gigantic trunk, resembling a sky
scraper. [tisa pretty sight to see the hill tops at a distance covered by
mist, glistening in the morning sunlight, No poet can reveal the beauty
of Nature in Kodaikanal in its full glory.

Kodaikanal has the best Solar Physics Observatory in India and we
were lucky enough to be shown round its different parts and its working,
Some of the places like Pillar rocks, Fairy falls, Silver cascade, Shem-
baganur, Perumal Peak and the lake are worth visiting, On the other hand
Tiger shola, Bear shola, Bombay shola, Pine forests, Moir point, Dolphins
Nose are places most interesting for the Botanists. "Many of the rare
plants were in abundance, especially the orchids, and on the whole we
were able to collect a good herbarium, '

Kodi is a congenial place for many of the small, flowerless plants
belonging to Bryophyta and Pteriodophyta. We could collect Ly-
conodium, a Pteridophyte in such an abundance as to supply all the
colleges in Madras Presidency. In fact, that was the first time I had ever
seen Lycopodium in its luxuriant growth, some growing to a height which
was beyond our expectation.

The sholas need special mention for the dense growth of the trees
which does not allow even sunshine to penetrate through, and the rich
humus soil are very characteristic of the sholas. I am not exaggerating if
I say that we can walk in the sholas for days together without seeing a
glimpse of a ray of light. The orchids with their inflorescence hanging
from trunks of trees is a pretty sight indeed.

The pine forest is another place where we witnessed the vegetation
in its natural aspect. The tall pine trees belonging to coniferales have a

P.7
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majestic appearance sheltering many small shrubs and herbs underncath
and many parasites, epiphytes and lichens on the trunks,  In these forests
we felt as if we were actualdly walking on soft carpets formed bythe pine
needles which have [allen on the ground.

’

Kodi is a place where Nature has depicted her skill in creating
wonderful varicties of scenery.  Silver cascade is one among them, 1am
sure, no one can ever forget the murmuring waters running down the rocks
in torrents giving it a silvery appearance; hence the nane is most appro-
priate.  The “lhairy falls” also is a very beautiful spot. The
characteristic  pillar rocks’ of Kodi reminded me of the rock pillars in
some of the decayed temples in South India.

A place of diversion for everyone who visits Kodi in summer is the
lake with a beauty of its own, which is inexplicable. The Y-shaped like
with Mymphaea (water liliesj in full blossom could be scen even from a
great distance. I have never seen our Professor so elated and so enthusi-
astic as when he was collecting algae (a group of microscopic plants) from
the lake. Sweet memories of my early childhood and a vivid picture of
the natural scenery of my own village flash through my mind whenever 1
think of Kodi. A chance of going there should be cousidered as a golden
opportunity by cveryone-and should never be missed,

Though I did not write much about Kodi from the botanical point
of view, [ shall be glad, indeed, if T have succeeded in giving a picture of
Kodi in the readers’ minds. Kodi is a place for the Botanists to live in
throughout the year though it is usually referred to as a summer resort,
It is a sanctuary of Nature's beauties and Creator’s charms,

N.P, L P.G. (Botany).

————

Morality, Religion and Science—a Biologist's viey.

As in animals the primary impulses
all our actions, however base, however
avoid pain. Our desires and fears gov
Nature has selected and ingrained in a)l animals including man those
impulses and instincts which in their manifestation are self-preserving and
race-preserving. Thesc ends are largely ensured by making eating and
mating pleasant enough to be repeated often enough. All the other

impulses also are so organized that the actions arising out of them tend
towards the same objects.

and emotions are‘the spring of
oble, All seek pleasure and
crn all our conscious actions.

Man differs from the other animals in having a strong C_aPBCitY f,Of
imagination and thought, aided by words and symbols. This capacity
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intervenes between the causal impulses and the resulting actions refining
and sublimating the latter by shifting them from the immediate and the
lowly ends to distant and lofty ends. Thus thought and imagination
organize the actions and attach the primary instincts to noble and ultimate
ends, This process, what can be called spiritnalization, is characteristical-
ly human and has arisen from imaginative thinking. This in its turn is
the outcome of a large elaborate brain that man possesses. The primary
impulses are a matter of glands. Modern biology shows as a close
connection between impulses and glands. So in the final analysis the
glands make a man and the brain makes him a gentleman,

The individual is also actuated by feelings like sympathy, pity,
pride, hate and so on in his relation with others in the society. But these
are feeble when compared with the self-centered individualistic impulses,
and are in result often opposed to them. So to yield to the individualistic
impulses is to clash with the society, A solution to this fundamental
problem of the conflict between the individual and society looks easy
and every world teacher and spiritual leader has given expression to it
again and again. That is, everybody should have a set of guiding
principles of conduct which leads to the maximum happiness and the
minimum misery for all. This is only a simple general vague frame work
of universal morality. The working of its details had led man to many
grievous mistakes. But the major problem involved in making this moral
code effective has been how to integrate it firmly and potently into the
emotional life of man so that it always prevails as against the urge of
selfish impulses. That is where religion comes in. According to Prof.
Einstein, ‘“‘to make clear the fundamental ends and values and to set
them fast in the emotional life of the individual, seems precisely to be
the most important function of religion in the social life of man ”.

Religion nnd Science are different but need not be irreconcilable,
Science deals with facts, how they are related and how they influence
one another. Religion is concerned with values, aspirations and ultimate
goals, Even a perfect knowledge of what s is no guarantee that we
know what should be. The former is the exclusive sphere of science and
the latter of religion. It is thus obvious that instead of being antagonistic
science and religion supplement each other, Man does not live by
knowledge alane or by religion .alo,r:e. Science without religion is lame,
religion without science is blind”. Religion gives the ends, science .
provides the means. The clash between the two is due to fundamental
mistakes made by both the man of science and the man of religion.
When the former asserts that one can arrive at values and ultimate ends
through scientific reasoning and lpgxc he_ is making a fatal n}istake.. In
the same way when the man of .rehglo'n claims that all trutk} 1s contained
in the Bible or the (Geetha) he is making an equally fatal mistake,
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From carly times man has linked morality with religion, The
primitive man in his imited knowledge attributed all that he loved and
feared to a personal God of his own imagination, whom he considered as
all knowing and all powerful capable of releasing the very  powers which
he feared or desired. The moral sense «of the people gained power by
having its moorings in religion with a god as its centre.  This initial ¢ God
of fear " was in due course replaced by the * God of Providence,’ one who
protected, guided, rewarded and punished.  This idea of an anthropomor-
phic God, so powerful to the immature man, became the very weakness of
religion with the blossoming of human knowledge.  For, when science
developed and the conception of causality became common currency in
the fabric of human thouglit the existence of a God who ordered every.
thing and interfered with causality became impossible of acceptance.
This undermined the religious sense and with it the linked morality. Thus
what gave morality its power in the beginning became its weakness later.,
This has becn painfully obvious in modern times.

Morality does not really need the prop of God. It will be to
blaspheme human nature to hold that man can be made to behave only
on threat of punishment and hope of reward after death. Buddha and
Spinoza and in fact many of the atheists were better men than the God-
fearing ones. According to J. B. S. Haldane, in Holland where people
have to register their religion, about 7 per cent have no religion and
official statistics show that the incidence of crime is less among  them
than among those with religion.  The same is said to be true of school
children in England as per statistics,

Moral behaviour of man, thus, needs no re]igjous backing. .But it
is true that it can gain immense power by being linked to a universal
religious sense.  Such a religion is not the God-centred one, but one
which is permeated by what Prof. Einstein calls the ' Cosmic religious
sense’.  This is what motivates all lofty human pursuits. It is in human
life to strive to emancipate oncself from the cramping shackles of the
immediate and the transient and find equilibrium and rest in the simple
comprehensive picture one constructs out of what one sees and experiences,
Therc are moments in the life of every body when one realizes that
individual life is a sort of imprisonment, and feels the urge to experience
the freedom of the totality of existence. This cosmic religious sense
inspires the real scientist, the poet and the artist alike. All the subtle
and refined pleasures and happiness that man is capable of comes through
this. All the pioncering and great scientific discoveries have been the
result of the ceaseless efforts of individuals motivated by the cosmic religi-
ous sense. How potent should have been the sense of rationality, orderli-
ness and oneness of things in nature which Newton, Kepler and Darwin
realized ! and how powerful should have been their longing to experience
a glimpse of the same, to have undergone the strains of long years of
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strenuous striving to unravel the processes of nature! As has been said

the earnest men of research, in whatever field, seem to be the most

deeply religious men.
P. K- MenOn'

The Election Business.

Civilization, according to my 'favourite author, is the limitless
multiplication of unnecessary necessaries, But the public elections in our
modern democracies, I feel, have almost become a necessary part pf our
integrated social life. They, after all, break the monotony of life in the
country, arouse one's curiosity and latent passion, create tension and
strife, make or mar the demagogues and give, for .months, enough food for
talk in the lazy afternoons. They have a peculiar charm, too, all their
own; they approach us imperceptibly and burst upon us with su<_1den
monsoonish fury. The placid waters of life run on; a rumbling is faintly
heard on the distant horizon ; ominous coulds gather .fast and blacken the
sky; a chilly wind begins to blow over the bleak plain; suddenly lightning
strikes, thunder roars above, fierce gales sweep and sway the mighty trees
and the rains pour_and pour after which an awful, cold silence grimly
grips the night. The preparation ~of the electoral rolls, the delimitation
of the constituencies, the distribution of the seats, the nomination of the
candidates, all go unnoticed ; suddenly the press strikes, the platform
thunders, the helpless masses are swayed to and fro by paroxysms of
political jingoism. Old frustrations are forgotten, new promises of the
Millennium made. The ballot-box containing the lovely secrets of the
unknown voter and the painful hopes of the known candidate weave forth
their own romance. Even the innocent animals and birds and things
around us are regimented into service and assume a transient significance
as electoral symbols. In our inexperience and high excitement we become
too inefficient to be able to distinguish between the two party symbols of
a black crow and a pre-fabricated house and vote, after all, for a camel,
apparently for a joy-ride. I see no reason, at all, why a gentleman’s hat
—the good old chimney-pot hat, .I mean—.should not have been chosen,
as his symbol, by any discriminating candidate. It efficiently covers your
baldness or other unavoidable but inconvenient deficiencies. You can,
according to your taste, talk through your hat or play hat-trick as they
do in the House of commons or hang your hat up or pass your hat round
or even knock into a cocked hat; devoid of a crown, the hat ingeniously

proclaims your strong republican sentiments too.

The trouble with our modern demo_cracies i_s, I presume, that one is
not able to represent himself but only his constituency. I do not, of
course, forget the Independent candidate who stoutly represents himself

H

in a hostile world and who, probably, is so independent that nobody can
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depend on him. The ideal of a democracy is to bring out the creative
inncr personality of the individual and enable him, at his highest level of
political consciousness, to represent and talk on behalf of himself rather
than others.  When you take credit for serving the countey you are
morally obliged to serve yourself as yon are part of the country,  With
the application of scicnce to practical politics in future democracy, it
should be possible to bring, in batches arranged on a territorial basis, all
adult men and women to a huge rostrum and enable them, for a few
moments, to cexpress and ventilate, review :m(l.critl.cizc, question and
answer themselves, all talking at once and none listening, and lift them
up later by a concealed elevator and carefully deposit them on the public
strect out-side,

These elections find you making contradictory pursuits, You
stand forth as a candidate now and sit in the legislature.later ; you fall ar
the feet of your neighbour and gradually rise in his estimate; you forge
ahead of your rival but run after the votes; you wake up the people toa
new sense of public duty and snore away the budget discussions in the
house. Was it not the duke of D—who dreamed that he was addressing
the House of Lords and woke up to find, to his dismay, that he was
actually doing so?

The survival of democracy, to my mind, ultimately depends on
one’s capacity to talk and incapacity to listen. It is a dangerous symptom
when the members of the opposition begin listening to the Government’s
arguments ; they may be carried away by their cogency and prompted to
join the party in power when totalitarianism emerges. In the interest of
democracy one should refuse to listen or be convinced.

I was disturbed in these random reflections, at this stage, by succes-
sive peals of laughter of my gay friends at an adjoining table in a corner
of our favourite clubroom. The cheerless November cvening already
decpened into night and a piercing wind swept over the extensive club-
lawns as a slight but incessant drizzle kept pattering on the window-
panes. 1 drew my chair and joined the company,

“ : 11y L

. Talking of women,” said Pichu, apparently beginning the second
series of his talks on men, women and things, * Women talk a good deal.
For example, when I was at- "

i . .
** We have heard that story before,”” remarked Ramu with an air
of mischievous resignation, “ talk of clections, if you can.”

“ Gentlemen and absentee ladies,” said Subbu wi'th a suggestive
cough as he pompously stood up, * Mr. Pichu, our professional bore, may
now regale us with a talk on elections, Gentlemen and absentee ladies,

M;s, Pichu.”
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An under-current of anxious expectation was now evident. Pichu
gazed vacantly at empty space for a while and under a sudden impulse
called out “ Waiter, hot coffee for every one !”

“ From women to elections! From elections to coffee ! Oh, what a
fall, my countrymen !’ said Ramu, not unpleasantly perplexed at the turn
of events.

“ Don’t worry, give him time,” I butted in, “he is trying to spin a
new yarn. May be, we require coffee to gulp it down.”

Pichu stared at me for a while, his pride wounded a bit. “ Are
my eyes red ? 7 he asked me at last.

“No " I replied, * as white as dead fish.”
‘“ Ah, probably I am not angry, then,” he remarked calmly,

[ could not help pitying Pichu for it was a cruel joke to divert his
attention from women to.elections. He is one of the rare types of middle.
aged bachelors who fr.isk about, carefree and buoyant, as if they were
boys with frogs in their pockets, He had seen much of the world in
different climes but the foolish world refused to see much of him : and our
club became his evening refuge. A well-tailored guy with an air of Baron
Munchausen about him, he felt at home in our company and his gay
laughter, spicy stories, low jokes and naughty comments that might bring
a blush even to a hard-boiled egg were really worth a cup of coffee daily
at our expense. ‘The mighty Pichu, thinking and talking endlessly of
women would tremble in his shoes at the sight of one. Years ago, it
would appear, he travelled, all alone in a first-class compartment of the
Grand Trunk Express and as he sat marvelling at the genius of the driver
who could direct the train, across vast time and space, unerringly to the
Madras Central, a young girl too with a cherub in her arms joined him as
a travelling companion. Well, she leaves the child in his arms and gets
down a way-side station, apparently to meet a friend and never returns,
And as he soothes and fondles the crying babe whom does Pichu'see but
his own class mates popping in their heads at the Station?, These
chappies, called class-mates, you know, are adepts in peeping in and
popping in at inconvenient moments when you least relish their presence,
So you are a father, eh? asks one. _ Sorry, the man is away, explains Pichu.
Which man is the father of the child ? asks another. But is not the child
the father of Man ? the third one expresses a legitimate doubt. We]]
Pichu wished he were dead and were never born at all. He Suspected’
and dreaded the species thereafter,

The waiter’s reappearance was now greeted with pronounced
enthusiasm. .

&
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“ A politician who is not curious is the most curious creature in the
world 7 Pichu began, “ but there is no rcason why we should be so curious
about these clections as if they are an innovation.  Our fore fathers were
democratic even in private life and permitted a young girl to clect her
future partner out of a large gathering of aspiring candidiates.  When
I met Linlithgow at a social gathering at Delhi I suggested to him the

desirability of continuing the tradition that India might recapture her lost
soul,”

- L .
Excuse me, you talked to Linlithgow ?’ asked Subbu, very
much surpriscd.

X3

ir—May be, some body else. Whatis in a name ? It would
have been nice to create a bachelors” constituency, with maidens as voters
and qualified bachelors as eligible candidates and the idea might be
extended on a reciprocal basis. The cumulative voting system might
have been most effective in giving representation to the deserting scctions
among bachelors and maids.  But the Home department turned the pro-
posal down on the flimsy ground that it indicated a deranged mind and
was practically foolish.”

“ What a pity! But can’t you participate in the clections now
taking place ?” I asked Pichu.

“No, I have decided on it, once and for all. At the last elections
I was supporting the candidature of my friend K—. His rival was a
middle-aged lady to whom nature had been generous. Even so [ visited
her, at her residence, and requested her to vote for my friend.

‘I cannot,’ she said, ‘I am a candidate myself,’

y

‘I agree with you,” [ replied, ‘in the belief that when a man
agrees with a woman she may change her mind.’

Our conversation prolonged incffectively for two hours, punctuated
by sighs and smiles on her part. ‘1 want your effective vote, not a
winsome smile. ' I firmly asserted at last with the courage of a bachelor.

She now went in and after a few moments her father came out to
greet me,

‘ Congratulations, my boy ', he told me ¢ my girl has voted for you.'
‘ But the elections are yct to come off .

‘ No matter.’

‘I'am not a candidate but only a canvesser and voter ’.

‘ Never mind ’,

‘ This looks like the candidate choosing the voter ".

“ Quite so .
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“ This was too much for me. Ileft the place the same night and
came back to this dear old city.”

“All glory to Pichu!” exclaimed Ramu, “ he has skilfully managed
to come back from the topic of elections to that of women and love
affairs. ”

‘“ Ah, that is in my blood, ” said Pichu triumphantly, “well, what
is the time?”

“Itis time to stop!” reminded the club-manager grimly from
behind.

Taken aback, we all looked at him and he looked at us coldly and
at his watch and then continued to look at us.

P. K, K. Menon, M.A.,, M.Litt,, L.T.

Condolences

Because she will not again

Wake

Now that she will not again

Rise to another

Embryo dawning of any glad, sad, or indifferent day—
Since she will not again

Know any

Specimen of a morning, afternoon, evening, night,

To her not actually introduced dear ones

Near ones, allow me to hand in

My credentials of compunction,

Let me mourn, but briefly, in black letters;
Lamenting let me sing

This dirge in a minor key, saddest between lines.

P. G. Ramachandran, IV Hons. (Econ.)

p.8



A Mental Experiment: (Digging down into the Unconscious.)
Mr. Reader, Mrs. Reader and Miss., Reader,
I want you to write a little Original story of about fifty words.

You will note the three words that [ have italicized. T italicized
the word ** Original” so that you will understand the full significance of the
requirement; and I similarly treated the last two words so that you will
not be justifiably frightened at the task suggested.

Anyone who can speak an idea can write it; and in travelling
through life, I have found that few people have becn afflicted with any
aversion to talking. In fact an opposite state of affairs seems to be the
general rule,

. Then, again, most pcople will know what is meant by the word
‘original 7 5 nevertheless, | have good reasons for drawing special atten-
tion to that particular thought—symbol.

After all has been said and done, however, you may not find it
altogether easy to write something original ; for what I mean by that
specification is to evolve some little story out of your mind, and without
consciously borrowing a single idea from anything you can remember to
have ever heard or read.

I want you to try your best to create a story.

It will not make any difference what your topic may be. You may
trcat of love or hate, fishermen or fairies, art or industrialism, of ethical
aspirations or materialistic experiences ; it will not affect the outcome of
the experiment in the least. You may write of the here and the now, or
take a jump back into the Middle Ages if you care to. Or you may
retrace the intellectual foot-steps beyond the Garden of Eden period in
the evolutionary history of mankind if you are able to make any such
mental effort.

Literary merit need not be considered. Your sentences can be so
jumpy that each and cvery one of them may look as if it were afraid of
each and every other one ; have a sort of mutual distrust of one another,
so to speak.

You may write of some impossible being, doing some impossible act,
under some 1.mpc‘)‘ssxble condltl’ons ; or you may write an idyll that should
make the veriest “‘ rough neck” a better soul for having read it.

There is only (‘)ne‘conditi.on in this mental experiment, and that is
the one which I have indicated in the opening paragraph viz., originality,

Try to create something.
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When you have finished this effort, I want you to be able to sit
back and mentally murmur : *“ There is a little story that would never
have existed if I hadn't created it.”

If you cannot write sense, write nonsense ; for that matter a non-
sensical, or even positively absurd or grotesque grouping of ideas will be
quite as useful for the purpose in view as any intellectually polished effort.

[ have tried to give you every latitude in writing this little fifty-
word story ; and I would make the conditions even easier if T only knew
how to do so.

When you have written this “ original” story I will show you how
you may quickly realize that you have not created anything. You will,
yourself, be able to see that some unseen influence guided your fingers when
you pencilled your ideas on paper, and will apprehend that a hidden force
seemed to have moved between your mind and its conscious expressions,
You will have a realization, in fact, that your conscious reasoning mind was
operated upon by some other influence in the mental experiment in which
you have indulged ; this power is your great unconscious mind.

I want you to take your “original” story and split it up into its
elemental parts. For example, if you have written of some imaginary
being sailing some moonlit sea, playing a strange instrument and singing
some weird song ; while out of the mists a phantom‘audience listens, and
a strange yet beautiful musical accompaniment seems to vibrate through
the air; or if you have some other seeming jumble of ideas, write down
Ehﬁ various elements. Make a sort of inventory of them, somewhat as
ollows .

~ Strange being—sailing—craft (inferred)—moonlit sea—strange
musical instrument—song—singing—phantoms—audience—beautiful music
—vibrations etc,

Now take these elements of your ‘ original” story and use them,
each and individually, as stimulus thoughts for developing free associations
of ideas. A

When you have done this you will find that you have not created
anything. You will find that every idea in your “ original” story has been
evolved from some particular set of memories which your flow of free
associations has.revealed to you.

You will find that every contributing feature in that little literary
“ creation ” of yours is based upon unconscious factors, and that when you
wrote your story you were consequently cc_mtrolled by uncpnscious influen-
ces. You will find that your conscious mind created nothing.

Take each element of your story in turn, hold it for a second in the
consciousness, and then lef go. Side-track your intellectual volitions
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wholly and let the stimulus idea (the mental bait) liberate some other idea
simply and solely by reason of the existence of some inherent sympathetic
association  between them,  In an intellectual sense, sit back and simply
watch  the procession of ideas that passes across the horizon of conscious.
ness. To resort to a colloquialism, don’t butf inatall.  As far ag your
reasoning, volitional consciousness is concerned, keep out of . Let the
unconscious mechanism work for once without any intellectual interference.

When you comply with these conditions you will not be very long
in ascertaining whence the * Original ” ideas in your story were derived.

If you feel like doing so you may writc down jumbles of ideqsg in
which fairies may be acting as street sweepers, stenographers serving 34
policemen, taxicabs being pulled by dog-teams across a Nevada desert, or
any other absurdity. If you apply the free assoclation method to any
such mental vagaries, you will uncover the unconscious sources from which
they sprouted. In fact if you care to do so, you can trace any conscious
idea to its source in the unconscious by similar means.

I'am hoping that, by this time, your mind will be prepared to absorh
the following great psychological truth :

Every forin of conscious conduct is motivated by definite and ascer-
tainable unconscious processes.

It will be in your best interest to apprehend fuolly the great signifi-

cance of that brief statement, for there is not a word in that which is open
to qualification,

We think as we do, we feel as we do, and we act as we do, simply

and solely by reason of definite and ascertainable influences that exist
OUY UNCONSCIOUS minds.

.Our temperamental qualities are unconscious thoughts transposed
into feeling tones; our conscious conduct reflects unconscious thoughts
transformed into action ; and if we expect to live as self-governing indivi.
duals it is necessary that we apprehend the potentials of that vast ang
powerful unconscious mind of ours, and become conversant with the prin-
ciples whereby these potentials can be harnessed for the general good of
the personality, and not be permitted to influence the general behaviour in
a blind, unreasoning, mechanical manner.

S. Jayalakshmi III B.A. (Psychology).

D —

' Asian Economy ’

The rising of the Asian people from under the giant heels of
imperialist oppression and .the tardy bur§t_ of the dawn of independence
upon them after the long night of superstition, ignorance gnc} slavery, has
released new forces and new energies which have revolutionized the scope
and prospect of world order. The omnipotence and omniscience of the
West has become a thing of the past. Asians are no longer hewers of
wood and drawers of water for the western imperialist powers.  Asia has
ceased to be a more geographical expression and has emerged as a new
power to be reckoned with in contemporary international politics,
The present political and economic centre of gravity is fast shifting on
towards the orient from the occident. Two outstanding tendencies are
quite discernible in Asia, the resurgence of nationalism all over the
continent of Asia and susceptibility to revolutionary ideologies.

Asia has become a problem child of democracy and the future of
democracy will be decided on the Asian soil. The grinding poverty of the
masses in Asia and the under developed nature of her economy are disturb-
ing factors, and herein lies the Khyber pass for the infiltration of commu-
nist doctrine which is fast spreading its tentacles over the Asian minds,
Asia has secured only political emancipation and economic freedom is still
far off on the distant horizon. And Freedom in the modern world means
economic freedom no less than political. Hence the shift from problems
political to problems economic in recent years, and the triumph of
democracy is to be seen only in the economic front. This accounts for
the extreme reluctance of the West to see the rest of East go the way of
China, for such an occurrence will be a political menace to the free world.

At present the world is partitioned into two economic hemispheres,
While the rich Midases are musing in their mansions on piles of gold in
one half of the globe, the hungry and naked millions are wallowing in the
quagmire of poverty, drudgery and misery in the other half, The world
cannot continue in Abraham Lincoln’s Phrase to be “ half slave and half
free”, whether politically or economically. Under these circumstances
all our talk of economic internationalism, one world and world peace is
moonshine, for we have to realise in concrete terms that poverty any-
where is a threat to prosperity and peace every where, Hence the
economic development of the backward countries of Asia has become the
prime concern of the post war world, and such things as the Ecafe, the
Truman’s point four programme and the Colombo plan are manifesta.
tions of the attempts of the world to that end,

The economy of Asia is mainly under-developed. Measured by the
yardstick of western economic standards, the Asian countries lag centuries
behind economic progress achieved in the west. The Asian economy - js
characterised by a meagre per capita income and an abnormally low
standard of living. The predominantly pastoral feature of her économy
has inhibited progress of an all-round nature, The productive capacity of
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her people is not commensurate with the alarming growth of population
with the result greater part of Asia is haunted by the nightmare of the
Malthusian ghost.  There is a general lack of technical know-how among
the pcople even in the basic occupntion agriculture. The pest of “ disguised
labour ” ravages the land in the form of unproductive labour and rural
under employment.  Then the recovery of Asia from the economic effects
of war has been very slow and the changes wrought by the war on the
pattern of world teade has threatened the fundamental stability of the
region because of the grave damage it caused on the productive power of
Asia, whose output of food and raw materiils form an cssential link in the
chain of world trade.  Thus has emerged the menace of “ dollar gap,” in
most countries of Asia,

In short the problem of the advanced countries of the west
is stability, that of Asia is cconomic development.  There is no doubt that
even a meagre inercase in the woefully Jow standard of living of vast
arcas stecped in poverty will have far greater effect on the expansion of
production and trade than a further increase in the already high standard
of the developed and richer countries. The material development of the
poorer nations should therefore, be high on the priority list of a world
organisation, Insuch an economic transition, the more developed and
powerful nations will have to adjust their economics and even undergo
some sacrifice for the common good. International economic co-operation
is the crying need of the hour, Inany scheme of economic assistance to
the under developed nations, external aid in the form of capital and
technical know-how is indispensable. Colin Clark rightly opines that
“flow of capital from West to East is essential to world cquilibrium and
stability.”  But the free flow of capital from countries where it is in
abundant supply to countrics where it is scarce depends on the restoration
of an international cconomy based on multilateral trade and convertibi-
lity of currencies.

In the light of the above facts the various plans and programmes
for the economic development of the backward countrics of Asia can be
examined. The Economic and Social Council of the U, N. has as its
chief aim the ecconomic development of under-developed areas of the
world. The plan outlined under its aegis advocates international lending
by the twin monetary institutions of the world—the International
Monetary Fund and the Bank for Reconstruction and Development. A
specialised agency called the Ecafe has been established for an original
study of the economic needs of the backward nations of Asia and Far
East. Though this agency has made a thorough and valuable inquiry
into the economic conditions of the different countries of As}a and has
advanced suggestions, adequate material aid is not forth coming because

of the play of power politics.

America has put forward its “ Truman’s Point Four ” programme
of assistance to underdeveloped countries. It is really a noble gesture on
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the part of America with its highly advanced economy and plentiful
supply of capital to lend a helping hand in alleviating the distress of back.
ward areas. But this programme of assistance does not seemito be very
attractive to many countries because of the traditional fear regarding
America that political strings might be attached to the economic aid
However, this apprehension is unwarranted in view of the recent 50 million
dollar aid agreement between the United States and India, which is only
an extension of point four plan and which is not only a matter of expedi-
ency but is motivated by the enlightened desire of America to fight hunger
and poverty in this region, It is rather disquieting to note that America
is not now in a position to spend as much on economic aid as she wished
to do, since the rearmament programme now underway is ‘eating up her
surplus resources a long way.

Then there is the famous Colombo plan. This plan is a common-
wealth sponsored one, including the development plans of India, Pakistan
Ceylon, Malaya, Borneo and Saravak. It is purelya regional plan involv-
ing a total outlay of Rs. 1840 crores of which India has a major share of
about Rs. 1300 crores, Broadly, it is envisaged that in these countries
agricultural development is the main issue to be attended to urgently
Non-commonwealth countries "are also allowed to participate in the
common venture, if they so choose. Then the plan has laid emphasis on
domestic capital in preference to external financial assistance. Under the
plan, a Technical Co-operation Council is established at Colombo to offer
technical assistance to and train personnel from the South-Fast Asian
countries. The Colombo planis on the whole commendable, for it is the
first of its kind among the commonwealth countries which emphasise the
importance of economic development for the assurance of a real co-opera-

- tive commonwealth,

Thus many blueprints for the development of the underdeveloped
countries of Asia are under way, and the world has indeed taken a wise
step in the right direction. But the success of these plans depends upon
collaboration rather than on competition between the agencies undertakin
the execution of the plans. There should be a well-administered and well-
integrated organisation which would co-ordinate the various programmes
undertaken separately by the regional and national agencies. Such a
body must be international and the U. N. Social and Economic Council
appears to be the only competent institution to undertake a correlated
and comprehensive plan for the development of backward areas of Asia
It is really gratifying to note that the U. N. Social and Economic Councii
has takena step in this direction and the United Nations Technical
Assistance Administration (U. N. T. A. A)) has been established at
Bangkok for co-ordinating .the various technical assistance - programmes
comprising the whole of Asia.

P.V. Rajkumar, B.A., P.G. Il (Econ)
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The College Student

(A Chemical Study)
Formula :—Cosg S1s

Occurrence :—This compound occurs abundantly in nature every-
where especially in large towns.  There are two classcs of this compound
known as the *male” and the “ female” which are 1somers of one another
—i.c., their molecular formulac arc the same but their structures are
different.

Preparation —This compound can be prCP&f.CSE by the polymeriza-
tion of another compound known as “the school pupil ™. 1i cr;;smls of the
Jatter compound are taken ina flask and left to ‘themsc‘ilves‘ or a time,
they arc found to transform into crystals <_>f “the College btUCICElt ;
However, this is a very slow process and sometimes may tll]{er& numbgr‘ )
years to be completed. No quicker process of preparation has yet been
discovered.

Properties :—This compound possesses a 1
properties €'hich arc unlike those of any other element or Ico_mpound
known, Itisa hcavy crystalline solid insoluble in water. f~t is a ver\y
active compound, especially out of doors, as it has an affinity ;)r loxyicfl
of the atmosphere. But, when it is kept @ndoors. ar_xd p'artzculardy w u:
confronted by books, it is apt to become inert and inactive. 1t does 121()4
normally react with “ Concentrated Study " but, at certain periods,
which occur thrice a year and last for about a week, vigorous reaction

takes place.

wmber of interesting

The activity of this compound incrcases if a num.bcr of cr.ystals}'of'
this compound are placed together in groups and sometimes ljeactllon ti‘xes
place very rapidly with the production of nitrogen monoxide (laug ]mg
gas). In the presence of elderly human beings, however, reaction 18 ‘ess
vigorous and often ccases altogether,  When these buman beings try to
handle this compound, with the intention of making it react with sub-
stances for which it has no affinity, littie sparks of fire burst forth from it,
go that it is impossible to do anything with it,

This compound is also found very often to_emit loud exp)osmnskof
extremely high pitch, In the case of “the female” the intensity of the
sound is very large and the pitch irritating. At certain times ' the rr3,zlle_
emits spluttering noises which cause anpoyance to “the female”, in
which case the latter bursts into flames.

As regards reaction with metals, “the female " has a great affinity
for noble metals like gold and silver and reacts with them re'f\dxly. W_hen
it is in contact with these metals it becomes lustrous and beg_ms to shine.
It also reacts with one of the allotropes of carbon—namely, diamond.
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Thus the properties of this compound are so unique that a great
deal of pleasure can be derived from their study.

Uses :—It is used in the mass production of “the future citizen”,
Sometimes the product turns out to be good, whil¢ at other times it does
pot. In these modern days, when learning is so much advanced, we are
sure to find some method of manufacture by which all the products in the
transformation of this compound into ¢ the future citizen” will be perfect
and of great use to the nation,

R. Bhama IlI B.A. {Hons), Maths.
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Earthquake Prediction.

Do you expect an carthquake in Assam on August 15, 1952, sir ?
When will the next earthquake occur in Bihar, sir 7 Will my sister be
safe in Simla this summer, <ir? Such are the questions that are often
put to the earthquake professor by both ladies and gentlemen. “You
always tell us about the past earthquakes, but can you not foretell earth-
quakes, just as the meteorologist forecasts the weather, sir ?”

1t has been the earnest desire of the seismologists to discover some
means which would enable them to foretell the imminence of an earth-
quake, but with their present state of knowledge the seismologists are not
in a position to predict an earthquake with scientific certainity that it will
occur at a precise time and place. Prediction to be of value must give the
exact time and place of occurrence.

There were many perennial prophets and publicity seekers, who
have given out so-called earthguake forecasts. Since thousands of easth-
quakes are occurring every day some-where or other in the world, the

operation of ordinary laws of chance may lead to occasional success in s0-
called forecasts if time and place are left sufficiently vague.

1t is recorded in history that earthquake predictions depending on
various observed phenomena, such as the behaviour of animals, changes in
the waters of wells and springs and the occurrence of underground rumb-
lings have sometimes been successiul.

The belief that animals could give warning of coming earthquake is

a very old one. Tt used to be said that several of the natives of Caracas
ossessed oracular quadrupeds, such as dogs, cats, and jerboas, which anti-
cipated impending dapgers by their restlessness, Before the Caracas
carthquake of 1812, a Spanish stallion broke out from its stable and
escaped to the highlands, which was regarded as the result of the prescience

of a coming calamity.

There is a wide belief in Japan that pheasants are sensitive to
tremors which are imperceptible to human beings, Professor F. Omori

rS
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found that the birds were generally disturbed by movementy causcd
by earthquakes hut not by the vibrations which were due to traffic in the
vicimity.  On about half of the ocensions professor Omeri could pot feel
the tremors which disturbed the birds but the scismic nature of movements
was confirmead from the records of instruments.  On seven of the oceasions
when the motion could be felt the pheasants crowed several scconds before
it was perceptible,

Possibly  the animals, cither Iving down or with their feet in - direct
contact with the ground, are affected by very small movements, which we
do not feel and which outrun the Iarger oscillations.

Some geologists have observed that at the time of Iarge earthquakes,
lakes have been thrown into violent agitation or that there have been
temporary changes in the level of the water.  Some remarkable examples
of these disturbances are to be found in the records of the great Lisbon
earthquake, Similar disturbances in rivers were noted during the recent
Assam. earthquakes when the Brahmaputra overflowed its banks severgl
times prior to the major shock. It has also been recorded that water in
deep wells showed fluctuations in levels before and during earthquakes and
similar changes were observed in springs. Varied examples of these
changes are to be found in the observations of Californian earthquakes,

Besides these symptomatic changes, all widely felt earthquakes
have been preceded by tremors, the nature of which has varied with the
position of the observer and the locality in which he has been situated.
Generally rumblings are very low and so near to the threshold of audition
that it is heard by some observers and missed by others.

If these observed phenomena are reliable for earthquake prediction,
they must never occur when no earthquake follows and should be observa-
ble before most if not all shocis. But this is not always the case. There
were many earthquakes which showed no premonitory signs and therefore
the records of these prognostications may be regarded as the survivals of
accidental guesses. A few successful warnings have been remembered
whilst countless failures have been forgotten.

The most rational suggestions which have been made for prediction
of earthquakes are based upon observations of accumulating strain in rocks.
Geologists believe that an earthquake will occur when the accumulating
strain in the rocks reaches the rupturing value. Hence, if it were possible
to tell when and how fast rock strain is building up toward this critical
value one should be able to predict the earthquake. This cannot be done
by direct observation because a rock under strain looks the same as one
free from strain. Many scientists hoped, however, that such growth of
strain might be detected by instrumental means,

Detailed structural studies of the rocks of the earth’s crust were
made by the United States Geological Survey and by the Universities.

63

Tiltmelers were installed on the campus of the University of California at
Berkeley. But in- all these years since the start of this comprehensive
programme in 1921 under the able chairmanship of Doctor Arthur L. Day
and the immediate direction of Mr. Harry O. Wood, no appreciable
regional strain hus been discovered. Still earthquakes have been occuring
in large numbersin California and some of them like Santa Barbara (1925)
I.ong Beach (1933) and Imperial Valley (1940) earthquakes were destruc-
tive. The information that has been gathered is, ofcourse, very valuable
but it has not succeeded in predicting earthquakes.

Then, has all the work of seismologists during the past several
years been futile 7 Men of the highest talent and training have been
observing and locating earthquakes in different parts of the world. Have
they told us nothing about the time and place of occurrence of future
earthquakes? Extensive study and careful mapping of the exact location
of so many earthquakes has traced a pattern on our globe in which we
read with confidence future earthquake probabilities.

After an intensive study, Mallet concluded that the earthquakes
tend to be distributed along broad bands, which generally follow the direc-
tions of mountain ranges near the boundaries of continents and oceans.
Montessus de Ballore showed that the earthquakes are clustered along two
great belts of seismic activity, One around the pacific and the other
extending from the Alps to the Himalayas. He attributed this clustering
of earthquakes to instability of the earth’s crust along these belts, which are
located in regions where the mountain ranges are associated with abnormal
crumpling and distortion of the strata,

On the Asiatic side the belt around the pacific extends from the
Kurile Islands, through Japan and round the Southern coast of China to
the East Indies and Polynesia. On the western side of the American
Continent it follows the direction of the great mountain ranges of the
Andes and the Kockies and passes south of Alaska to the Aleutian islands.
The other main belt of seismic activity extends from central Europe
across the eastern Mediterranean and South-eastern Asia to the Himalayas,
and then sweeps southwards through Further India to the Sunda lslands
and merges into the Pacific belt. -

The demarcation of earthquakes on our globe enables us to expect
earthquakes in some places and exclude others. For example we know it
is much more probable that a destructive earthquake will occur in the
neighbourhood of Assam, than in the vicinity of Madras. Why ? Because
the seismological map shows that A'ssam lies on one of the two great
earthquake belts on which destructive earthquakes occur frequently,
while Madras is located in a region where such earthquakes are unknown.
In fact if we thumb through the pages of earthquake history we do not
find a single instance in which a destructi.ve earthquake centred at
Madras, Strictly speaking, however, there is no place in the world
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which a prudent seismologist would dare to call totally immune to earth.
quakes,  The absence of carthquakes on any part of selsmqloglc_al map
tells us at best that none has been recorded from that area in historical
times. 1t says nothing about the geological past and its only bearing on
the earthquakes of the future is the statistical probability it furnishes that
they will be rare in that area,

At present the earthquake prediction, like the weather fOI'CC?St Is
only able to point out vaguely the probable places of_occurrence without
reference to exact time, Jut, if the scismic observations are correlate.d
with the symptomatic changes which occur before earthquakes, then, it
may perhaps be possible to predict impending earthquakes with scientific
precision and certainity,

To achieve this goal, the people should become earthquake
conscious by dircetly observing the usual symptomatic changes that precede
the earthquake and by acquiring a knowledge of earthquakes from the
accounts and descriptions written by experts. Then t‘he selsmqloglsts
with the co-operation of the public may succeed in issuing from time to
time carthquake bulletins which are of practical utility and scientific value.

N. Leelananda Rao, M.Sc,

Botanists at Dinner

(Champakam, Pushpam, Tulasi and Pansy are botany
students of the Presidency College. They are class-mates.
As evident from their very names, these girls are much
interested in Botany].

One fine Saturday evening, when the wceather was very calm and
cool, Champakam and Pushpam, Pansy and Tulasi sat on the ochre
sands overlooking the grey sea. They talked and joked a lot. All
of a sudden—

Tulasi :—1 say, why don’t all of you drop in at my place
tomorrow for dinner ?

Pushpam :—Why, anything particular ?
Pansy :—Shall I guess the reason ?

Champakan: :—Well, before guess why you have invited, let
me thank you for the kind invitation,

Pushpam, Pansy :— Thanks ! Thanks!

The golden rays of the sun sank into the horizon and a dim
twilight set in. Shortly, darkness came over the sands. It was a
newmoon day. So the youngsters feared the darkness and started home

early.
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[The next night at Tulasi’s house, Rose Cottage—Rasberry
Avenue. It was 8 O’clock.]

Tul:—Hullo! Cham, Pan, Push ! Good evening, Come jn,
Mother, these are my chums. '

Mother :—1 am glad to meet you. It appears there’s something
common in all four of you.

Pansy :—Perhaps ! the touch of Botany. (Laughter).
N Mother :-~—Exactly so. It's quarter past eight. Come, we shal]
in .
Clham :—What’s the menu like ?
Mother :—Here's the menu card. Perhaps you like to........ . ..
Pusp :—Read it aloud.
Cham :—Here it is—

Cabbage curry
Radish sambar
Lady’s-finger gojju
Lemon pickle
Beans kootu

Sweet potato, potato chips
Brinjal-tomato stuff
Greens vadai
Beetroot halva
Gooseberry chutney
Banana fritters
Payasam

Masala rice,

[While eating]

Pansy:—1 can’t eat quietly like all of you, We speak Botany
and eat Botany. In short, Botany is part and parcel of us. Iam going
to analyse the menu, Cabbage curry—cabbage belongs to Crucj ferae,
Radish sambar—again cruci ferae, Lady’s finger gojju of malraceae—
Array ! All belonging to Thalami florae under Polypetalae of Dicots,

Mother :—Pansy, you are a true botanist,
Tul:—Let me continue this game of analysis,

Lemon pickle—lemon of Rutaceae, beans kootu—a leguminous
dish, chips of sweet potato and potato. I see a friendly mixture of
convolvulaceae and solanaceae. I want some more of the stuff. Tomato
and brinjal are ideal for being stuffed, They belong to solanaceae, Ig n't

it?
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Push :—You cot all cohorts and families of’gzlnnc)p(:tzllc)_ns dicots.
What a clear cat demarcation in the menu,  We'll pry into it further,
) . .
It's very interesting,

Mother - —I am like 2 fish out of water in your company. What's

. . . . I8 oy S6 e ?

all this jargon about ? I neither know this ** ferac ™ nor that * laceac .
I only know my family. Enjoy your eats girls,

IShe goes out. |

Cham :—Greens vadai of Amaranthaceae.  Beetroot halva,

Oh! we're cating chenopodiaceae in the form of ?fl SVYfet halva,
Then gooseberry chutney of Euphorbiaceae, banana fritters of scitamineae.
How to classify payasam ?

Tul :—Don’t you worry. I'll solve it for you.

Cham :—How ? Milk is an animal product. _Are }?fou going to
make an indirect link saying that the cow feeds on gramineac :

Tul:—Certainly not. Why do you make a detour when the short
circuit is so clear.  What is floating in the payasam ?

Cham :—Semolina and saffron. Why?

Tul:—There you are. It is crocos satirus of xyri daceae.
Semolina is a wheat product.

Pansy :—Three cheers for the masterbrains !

Tul :—To continue, masala rice—rice is of course a grass.

Push —-What a wonderful menu. Wait... - ...It includes dishes
prepared from Thalami florae, Dis ¢i florac and caly ¢ florae of polypet
alous dicots, then gamspetalous dicots, monoch] amydeae and pltlr_nately
monocots. Isn’t it a skeleton of Bentham & Hooker’s classification of
families of flowering plants ?

Cham: Pan: Tul:—Very good. Exactly so. Professor the
other day said that Bentham & Hooker's systemn starts with dicots and
then proceeds to monocots,

(Therc was great elation at the discovery).

Tul :—Mother, wc've digested and assimilated Bentham & Hooker’s
menu this night.

Mother : —You may get 100% marks in your paper but have you
cleared the menu from your leaves ?

Tul -—Not so soon mother, there're three other systems.

Cham : See, tomorrow we've a free hour. Each of us should
contribute an item for the Engler Prantl’s menu, Condiments, spices and
oils would creep in some form or the other,

07
Push :—Will the Prof. scold us for playing games in the class?

Champ :—Certainly not. As lopg as we do something useful
without idling, it's alright. In fact, he’d be too pleased to find us playing
such games.

Tul:—Yes, quite so. Exams are fast approaching. Unless we've
some mnemonics, it's not possible to have the outlines of the various
systems of classification at our finger tips.

Pan :—Cheerioh ! we'll met tomorrow in college. Think out an
item in the mean while,

(Tulasi bids good night to her guests. The next noon at college)
Cham :—Shall we begin our favourite game?

Tul:—Yes. Come on. E & P’S system starts with monocots,
monochlamydeae, archichlamydeae and sympetalae of dicots.

Push :—Rice with coconut scrapings.
Pansy :—Ginger pachadi.

Cham :—Both of you have dispensed with monocots. Now -1

suppose I must give an item for monochlamydeae. How about steamed
spinach or basella ? It contains a lot of iron.

Tul:—Not bad! The nextshall be a cruciferous curry. 1 mean
cauliflower, I like it very much,

Push :—Drumstick sambar.

Pansy:—Almond payasam, cauliffower, drumstick and almond- all
belong to Archichlamydeae. ‘

Cham :—1 must now put my finger on sympetalae. Why not
have some fresh salad made from mint and cucumber. Eating fresh
vegetables will do you a lot of good.

Tul :—So you see, the system has been reduced to a simple menu.

Cham :—That’s because we're not getting into the intricate details
of the muiltiple cohorts and natural orders,

Pan:—That’s impossible, Once you know thé exact order of
evolution, can’t you arrive at the cohorts or series or orders.

Push :—Engler’s menu though sounds simple and light is
rather....coooine ‘

Cham :—Bentham & Hooker's system follows de Candolle’s line,
Engler's system has numerous sub-orders. He regards Apetalae and
Amentiferae as primitive forms and hence places them at the beginning
of the arrangement. DBut Bessey regards Apopetalons as primitive.
Engler gives more weight to Apopetalae versus sympetalae than to
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. : . establis f his groups and lines of
hypogyny versus cpigyny, in the cstablishment ot his g d linc
relationships. Bessey like-wise ranks sympetaly high but he regards
epigyny as higher,

. ,\r 2
Pan :—Bentham & Hooker is any day preferred both by the
examiner and the examince.

Tul:—Long live B 11 system !!! three cheers. Hip-Hip-Hurrah !
Push :—Well, we'll think of Hutchinson and Bessey sometime
later. Bye-bye.

Cham : Pansy: Tul :—Bye-byec. N. Shanthy, 1V Botany (Hons).
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Literary Style—Virginia Woolt

The twentieth century has scen
in various ficlds of literature, Perhaps,
fiction, for in the hands of writers like ]amfgs J
the novel has attempted to do things it ha all
the objectives of these two writers were, paradoxically,
limited and more subtle than those aimed at by their pr
Defoe to Galsworthy.

. % apture

Virginia Woolf's attempts in all her wr;tmﬁ;sé s}\;vea:ett(())ug tg &

reality ; and as her style is so integral a part of Wh ameant by reality. )
it is of great importance that we should know what she

In a lecture given in Cambridge in 1928, she answqred‘:chlsu(ll(\ilesé?g
in words that are well worth recalling. To her, reality bewci)nadusty
to be something very erratic, very undependable—now to duffodil in the
road, now in a scrap of newspaper in the street, now in a L eying It
sun. It lights up a group in a room and stamps some cas{ul e tze < lent
overwhelms one walking home beneath the stars and max ¢ is again
world more real than the world of speech—and then, there l't seen%s ‘o
in an omnibus in the uproar of Piccadilly. Sometimes, t00, 1t 5¢ But
dwell in shapes too far away for us to discern what their nature ls.) it
whatever it touches, it fixes and makes permanent. That 15 what rf;mch :
over when the skin of the day has been cast into the hedge; that is W aI
is left of past time and of our loves and hates, Now the wrter, as i
think, has the chance to live more than other peopl_e in the Presenc.ea‘t)e
this reality. It is his business to find it and collect it and communic

?

it to the rest of us "',

Ality i t

But as she herself found, in attempt after attempt, "e"‘htyrhssmaosd

elusive ; and it was only after years of experimenting W‘thd wo ress all
language, that she mastered a way of writing which would exp

the evolution of new techniqu?s
the most exciting h;uge been in
oyce and Virginia Woolf,
d never done before.  Yet,
at once more
edecessors from

A broadcast talk deliveted from the Madras station of All-India Radio.
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she wanted to say. Hence, her style can be studied and evaluated only
by tracing its development chronologically.

Her very first novel, “ The Voyage Out”, published in 1915,
conforms in structure and external pattern to nineteenth century traditions
of fiction, but shows the author’s search for a more delicate savouring
of experience than the traditional novel allowed.

In her second novel, “Night and Day ", Virginia Woolf clearly
shows herself a rebel against accepted conventions of fiction writing. It
is in this novel, that she shows that the traditional handling of the
time-sequence is incidental to her way of writing; for in her endeavour
to come closer to “life or spirit, truth or reality” than accepted
conventions would permit, she turns her characters slowly round and
round, as it were, instead of pushing them forward in a straight line.
‘This novel also reveals her primary interest in those states of consciousness
in which thought and emotion are inextricably mixed. Her language
is more and more in tune with its content—suggestive, subtle, rather than
precise,

Her volume of short sketches “Monday or Tuesday 7, written
in 1919 and 1920, carries the development of her work a stage further.
By this time she had decided that life was not “a series of gig-lamps
symmetrically arranged bat a luminous halo, a semi-transparent envelope
surrounding us from the beginning of consciousness to the end . It is
this luminous halo, that she wished to convey to her readers ; and she
found that it can be done “ only by recording the atoms as they fall upon
the mind in the order in which they fall, by tracing the pattern, however

disconnected and incoherent in appearance which each sight or incident
scores upon the consciousness ", ‘

[t is not surprising, therefore, that in this volume of short stories—
though the term is inadequate—we find all the gualities of Virginia
Woolf’s later style—the magical power of observation, the finest
sensibility of the age, the loving command of language and rhythm. It
is at this stage too, that her prose style enables her to utilise some of the
resources of poetry, to create a view of life as the story moves, The
opening sketch in this volume, called “ A Haunted House "', is an example
of that fluid associative prose that she had chosen to make her own, It
is aptly illustrated in a passage 1 would like to read to you :—

“ But they had found it in the drawing room. Not that one could
ever see them. The window panes reflected apples, reflected
roses ; all the leaves were green in the grass. If they moved
in the drawing room, the apple only turned its yellow side, Yet,
the moment after, if the door was opened, spread about the
floor, hung upon the walls, pendant from the ceiling—what ?
My hands were empty. The shadow of a thrush crossed the

P10



70

carpet ; fmm ghc deepest wells of gi}eng? the wood pigeon drew
s bubble of sound.  * Safe, Safe, Safe ™, the pulse of the i
beat softly,  “The treasurte burivd ;) the room.....” the f:;?e
stopped shert,  Oh, was that the buried treasave? A mgf;en{é
Pt the bght had faded. Outio the garden then? By ghe
trees spun darkuness for o wandering beam of sun, So fina g
fare, cooly sunk beaeath the surface the beam 1songhy Qi‘W;lys
burnt hehind the glass, Barth was the glass; death wae
bciwecu us ; coming to the woman first, hundreds of years ago
leaving the house, sealing all the wingows; the rooms Werf;
darkened,  He toft it, left her, went North, went East, saw the
stars turped i the Seuthern sky; sought the house, foung i
dropped benexth the Downs. ' Safe, Safe, Safe”, the pulse
of the house beat gladly. « The Treasure yours”.

_ One of the striking qualities of Virginia Wooll's prose styfe naw
begine to shaw itself —her selection of description and svesery.  Whether
it be a kmdﬁmpe or an interinr, she always chuoses what serves ag
COMMERArY on, or mstigator of, a state of mind. She also uses scenery
0 help break down parriers between thoughts and events, between
incidents and emotions, speewiations and meweries, $0 that the ¥ Semi-
transparent cnvelope ” may be presentedt more clearly. In’ eVery one
ot thesa skotches, it is the author's severie that orgagises the images and
the characters ; and an intellectual play uses the images as starling points
for meditation.

By 1922, Virginia Woolf had worked out a style that could
embody in fiction her conception of the flux of experience, ft was a
fAexible impressionistic, meditative style and in ¥ Jacob’s Rogms ™ which
appeated in that year, she employed it for the first time in a folllength
novel.  Striking as it is, “ Jacob’s Room ™ remains a collection of frag-
Ments, all admirably done, yat not cohering into a whole,

In t}}e two novels that followed, “ To the Lighthouse ” and  Mrs.
Dalloway , er‘;{zinéa Wool impased on het material a postic and even a
musieal form. ¥ To the Lighthouse ” is highly symbolical, bat the style
glves it the intensity and beauty of a lyric poes.

Virgini;}; {% ho;‘;ever, i her novel “The Years”, published ix 1937, th:':t
nothing Sm‘gﬁn shoy?s a_complete mastery of her technigre, Thete i
thought § it Conversation s teported in the usual fashion and
YO% ), provesses are indicated indirectly in the third person, Yet, © The

ears  does 1ot mark a reversion to tradition, for Virginia Wool had by
flow “‘3&‘?"@‘1 2 control over words, that enabled her, at this stage in her
career, fo convey her unigue sensibility by sheer huminiosity of language,
She feels free, at Jast, totake even a simple chranological sequence and
convey info it, all that subtle sense of significance, simply by the quality
of writing: There I8 2 plastic handling of language here, which is most
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impressive. 1t is pure effortless prose; with its subtle rhytbms and easy
flow, it 38 writing at its most civilised, preguant with cousciousness, yet
subtly 5o, piving nothing away except the sense of significance. There i
a0 crude statempent of implicatiags, for these implications lie behind the
images ang the rhythms,

In her next and last novel, ¥ Between the Acts” published in the
Autumn of 1941, nearly six months after her death, her style reached the
climax of its development, The book isa lyrica) tragedy whose hero is
Fogland, and is the most purely symbolical of all Visgina Woall's works,
It is succinet, ard vet it bas an enormons range; it covers the history of
England and yet at its ¢ore, i the agony of a presept moment, a domestic
faw in the relatiang of Isa and her husband; the whole is bound together
with a strength which tts gentleness at all times disguises.

its final sentences are a perfect example of this novelist’s act, at
those points where it touches greatness and where her simple, yet powerful,
style expraseés her curious tragic sense most clearly, At the end of the
day, Isa and ker husband, Giles, are lefr alone together.

“ {eft alone together for the first time that day, they were silent.
Alonte, enmity was baved; also love; Before they slept, they must fight;
after they had fought, they would embrace, From that embrace another
tife might be born,  But fiest they must fight, as the dog fights with the
vixen, in the hears of darkness, in the felds of night.

Isa let her sewing drop. The great hooded chairs had become
enormons, And Giles too,  And Isa too against the window., The win-
daw was all sky without colour. The house had lost its shelter, [t was
2ight before roads were made, or houses, It was the night that dwellers
in caves had watched from some high place among rocks. Then the

- curtain rose,  They spoke ™.

In this novel, Virginia Waolf boldly uses lyrical and narvative style
in {mmediate juxtaposition ; if they do not contradict each other, it is
because the fanguage of the narrative itself is 50 finely orgamised, so posti-
cally ordered, that it prepares s {or these transtions from prose to a pure-
ly lyrical form.

From the beginning, Virginia Woolf had ser out to distill life into
an essence. I at al} it can be so distilled, perhaps music, sather than hte.
ratare, is the art that can do it Prose,as Virginia Wool hecsell main.
tained, is 3 * lumbering and lagging art” when compared with poetry and
music, because both in poetry and music the artist is freed, by the nature
of his madium, from the necessity of presenting reality piecemes), one pro.
desition at a time. A novelist becomes more effective in presenting reality
in proportion as his medium apgroximates to that of the poet, Vet prece.
pance is ot to be ceded to poetry altogether, for prase is sequired to ensure
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that the writer has one toe touching the world, ready to take off into what-
cver heights he pleases.  Grounded firmly in prose, the novelist must lean
as far towards poetry as is consistent with his maintaining contact with
the earth, In this state of unstable cquilibrium, he is best fitted to com-
municate a sense of reality ; it is this state of uns‘t‘zlble equilibrium, that
Virginia.  Woolf attains at last, in her finest work, “ Between the Acts”, a
work which is the very heart of her achievement, both in content and style,

Mrs. G. Parthasarathi, M.A., L.T. (Madras) M.A, B, Litt. (Oxford).

e e

0f Nieces and Nephews.

I must say it is nice being an aunt—to be sure it is, when you've
got just one sweet little nicce who amuses herself in her own way, bpt it
really is not such an attractive feather in your cap when you have me}:,es
and nephews who just trot in into the Drawing Room and your frucm(ji as
politely lcft a remainder in her drink—there goes that fremaunﬁer ._c;vgél
the throat of either the goose of a niece or the gander ol a nephew and
then, of course, starts the tussle between them and thel:?M]}gf\lI] 8&1%{”
awful mess—meanwhile your friend politely turns Over a .
urious the way their aunts and

Talking leces tephews, it’s ¢ /
ing of nicces and sep ’ has a way with names, once

uncles christen them. My brother who / mes \
asked my nicce which of th}"e following names she liked best :—* Fami,
Famu, Dumdi or Dumdu—That reminds me—2 pen-pal once wrote tl()) me
saying, “ Your first name is a girl’s name and your seconc% name is a boy's
name, what are you—girl or boy 2 _sounded pretty odd !

My nicce chose her ideal namev~Farpi,. S0 my ,bmﬂ}ﬁf Sald.n”;)é
nephew might be called Famu.  Well there it 1s, the pair will remai
Fami and Famu forever.

Whoopee, whoopee, whoopee,—here's the nephew from school,
rendering the latest hit from * Dastan” in, no doubt, an annoyér;)g.ldwea):.
He heads straight for the Magazine Table and turns on the Chi rdnts
Page—remember, it's Friday evening and homework can be postponed to
Monday morning.

You've just got to sit down and relax and there goes a 1ing. Yo(ljl
rush to the telephone but hush, it’s a next-door call. Relax again anc
this time your phone veritably rings. There is a rush from nowhere,
Your host of nieces and nephews comes rattling down the stairs to ans:lve{
the telephone. You grab the receiver but you are a second too _121Lt<3——ttt }211.
blasted niece of yours has tapped down the hook and you blink a _t,ﬁ
thick air around you, Meanwhile, there is another rattle —this time elts
towards the Radio—it’s the Wedding Samba and these kids bave come to
love it—don't know what nieces and nephews of today are like !

Dr. Kriéhnan, an old boy of the Colleye,
who has been appointed Director, Geologicai
Survey of fndia,

Sir B. N. Rao, an old boy of the college,
addressing the uuion.

D =< 3D 2Z

‘A Dance Pose of Miss Lalita Sivaraman. A Dance Poase of

Miss Vasantha Lakshmi Kumari,
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And it’s not as if they help you in any way. They don’t evén
queue up for dressing. And it isn’t as if you could tell my niece that two
tight plaits will do for her—you hear howls and shrieks and a volley of
threats and curses, while down the corridor, comes father with his cane—
he's Just returned from office to have some peace at home! You get into
the car but you never can tell what the next generation is coming to—
they want seats for themselves and you've got to sit on their laps—no
matter how great a sizer you are. Fancy! oo

Fine background lullabies—know where to hear them ?-—all you've
got to do is to stand outside our bedroom door; it won't matter even if
you are a couple of miles away—and you’ll hear crystal-clear notes and
tones. The Iullabies go on until after all the world, except the nieces and
nephews in every house, has gone to sleep. Then there is a break. You
wake up—it’s 9-30, and boy o boy! there are no nieces or nephews
around you—the early birds have gone downstairs long before you—a
great feeling indeed.

Padma Narayanswami III (Hons). Econ.

Grievances of a Beggar

From morn to eve I beg and cry,

I knock at doors in vain ;

They spurn me or pass me by,
Unmindful of my pain. ,

At the race-course, the punter throws
His hard-earned income free, '

At the elections money flows

Like streams into the sea:

Why feel a beggar’s alms a strain
Upon your purse and........... brain.

The worms and insects get their prey,
They eat, they live and grow ;

The crows, kites and doves are gay
And beg not for their food.

Why are you rich, why am I poor ?
Why are you great and me so small?
With all this discord I'm not sure

If one God made us all.

Hunger and want are my pals all day,
Much suffering do I see,

If God is perfect as people say,
Should we not angels be ?

N. Shanthy, IV Hons. -('Bot,:)." :



Is love an ass?

I amn surce you will rise in revolt against me, if 1 describe love as an
ass; you may brand me as a hypocrite, as a frustrated lover, if not insane.
Paradoxical it may scem, nevertheless it is true. If we carefglly analyse
love in a strict manner, shorn of all its embellishments, we find it is a plea-
surable sensation which one derives only after an cnormous trouble, an'd
very often one finds that the love was not worth the tr(?’ubl_c{takcn, It is
the mental process which everybody calls love. Many MC”'IZ(I:;:S’ often too
great, arc made in the course of mad adventure fpr love. ¢ trouble is
not so much the sacrifice, as the indelible mark it leaves on many - other
innocent and harmless lovers, who often choose the very blind path which
others have chosen hitherto. If we dispassionately dege we find that
many loves can be saved from silly ]sacri}f]ipes by telling them that love is
nothing but a sentiment—a meaningless thing 15t 1 a .
sever;l% actions that are performed in its name are silly and ridiculous if

20 . is ‘‘ affectio
not very idiotic. The dictionary meaning of love 1s affection of the

mind caused by that which delights '—It is a fondness, Sfmlrigt}?:s(i if;f(_)}t:;d
attachment to one of the opposite sex etc. If we analyscran i thrlt i;
tes we will find not one of this could be attached to any g tha

sensible.

Love as an affection of the mind is not an aHeCthl:l but an thfiitlﬁtxon.
Every one knows thatit is justa malady. One cannot really say o vaiine)g
certainty what causes would produce the affections—Love's. varie
with every person. There is no standard. Even crude, pbstrusg pneietimes’
sentimental, ideological impulses may produce these affections. 50 e
colourful, glittering and fair things may likewise producc a reaction n
mind. In these cases one does not take much time to realise tl}att 1t 18
scarcely love—and ‘all that glitters is not gold’—Or take other 13s antc};as
like pity, tenderness, fondness, attachment—all of them may produce tne
affection of the mind, but if one had not the capacity to relieve the distress,
he feels more wretched than the object itself.

Love, as understood in common parlance is largely the devotion to
the opposite sex. Itis in this sphere that love is the greatest ass that I can
ever think of. Often times the love takes peculiar turns and shapes and
follows very thorny paths. Every lover remains in a completely isc_)lated
atmosphere. He belongs to the “imaginary compact *’'—almost an insane
person. He does things which no sane person would do if he bestowed
any thought. He grows lovessick. He cannot slecp, eat or even think.
He waits hours at every place where he thinks he could just get a glimpse
of his beloved —nothing more. He dares all consequences whiqh no;'ma]ly
he would not even attempt to fgce, convention, decency and dxgcretlon to
attain his object—an quect which accqrding to him is a moon 1ts§:lf. He
is hare-brained and blind, for .love to him is blind. If he regains his senses
he would realise that he was blind, hopelessly blind—the object was nothing

—well it is just an ass! The
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more than a bundle of bones-—a little flesh and a few bewitching looks
which captivate him, blindfold him and draw him into the trap out of
which he could scarcely escape. He is a fallen angel.

From the point of the woman too, the experience is somewhat
similar. She finds that the man endowed with greater strength is able to
seduce her by his prowess and ingenuity, and once she is seduced, he turns
away from her. She blames the entire mankind as hard hearted rascals,
if not devils. She readily sees a mole in another’s eyes, and not a beam
in her own. She thinks that the man was responsible for her utter ruin,
Thus there is an eternal warfare between both the sexes to decide which
of them is responsible for the downfall of the other. The battle swings
this side and the othet, and during comparatively lull periods, when they
meet together they find that both were wrong, that both were complemen-
tary and both were responsible for the down-fall of either. Then
a truce is signed. DBut the battle does not end there. It starts all
over again when she finds that the man has started to like another,
Here it is a battle royal and very often we find that the man is
the vanquished, completely devastated and de&royed. The moon
for which he had been fighting is no longer the moon, but the blazen
scorching sun. She is really a tiger in sheep’s skin. Her ideas of
possessiveness, her excessive tondness, all cause a repulsion in him and he
begins to hate her, He finds ultimately that love is not only an ass, but
also a dreadful thing. It is said that the path of true love never runs
smooth. 1 will add the lives of lovers are not at all convincing whether
they were wiser at all?.  Whether they were not mere asses. They end
their noble lives in an ignoble manner by committing suicide. They are
often frustrated in their love, . The instances of Romeo and Juliet or
Leila Majnu, are sufficient illustrations of the several hair breadth
adventures which- these lovers make. They meet under extraordinary
circumstances, live and act under perpetual fear of life and death. These
are beacons of hope to several others similarly placed. Real love, it is
said consists in sacrifices but what sacrifices and for what love. Love is

- mostly of the sensuous or libido instincts, and the moment these instincts

are satisfied there is nothing left as love.

If we take the love of parents, love of the brothers, teachers etc.,
we will find therein also several silly things being done. The most fondly
loved child becomes the idiot of the family. He is often petted and spoilt,
When he grows up he thinks the world is also foolish like his parents.
But the world is not that. It does not see the fine points in the child

which the parents discover,  On the other hand it is critica) of the child
who has been spoilt by excessive fondness. The child to its utter dismay
finds the world to be a very cruel place. It is of course wrong in assuming
so. Even so the affections of brothers, The iove of the teacher is.

p.ex"haps the most tﬁaligned and criticised one. The teacher is often
ridiculed for his misplaced ‘affections and whenever tke teacher finds out

that his affections are really misplaced, he feels like committing harakirai,
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Thus love is the root cause of all miseries, and meaningless things
are done in its name and therefore it is a big ass. Well, reader, if you h.ave
not contacted this ass, it may be it is somebody’s turn now  to do meaning-
less things for you and you will soon get your turn.  Adieu

K. V. Subba Rao, IV B.Sc. (Zoology).

Huxley : The Prophet

It is, or Jately was, the fashion among .thc writers of’ essafys ;nd
journalists paragraphs to poke fun at the Victorian Age. ghe ashion
came into vogue before the war and is happily, going out or wi I soon go.
Those of us who read the glory and magnificence of the VlcForxfat}lage
are able without dishonesty or hypocrisy to think g_ently of its alfures
and imperfections and to enjoy heartily the unending pageant 'O(;)u(;
memory. And we find oursclves up against a question which is evade
by the critics of the A%e.

As I read the lives of the great victorians, 1 perceived in thencll, as
it were, a common endowment, the intluence in later years of a standar
of purpose, and ambition set in the early years. Among the youngtmfé?é
who started on the right road, the young men of science came to :
front. It was a period in which fine arts were hindered by genera
admiration of prettiness, and by general distrust of anything excessive, of

. . : ing-
indecent or extravagant. But in the kingdom of sciences, where nothing

is pretty, nothing improper, nothing artistic, the young men were free:
for they were in their kingdom.

They put strict limit to their ambitions, desiring not to be rich or
conspicuous, but to have enough to live on quietly in the service of
science. They set themselves to learn German; they kept themselves
from the usual aberrations of thought among young men; and they took

Carlyle as their guide and their prophet. Not one, but many written lives

testify to this upbringing and making the men of science who were the
glory of the Victorian Era. But among these men Huxley stands out;
there is more in him than the early influences and circumstances of
his life. Huxley is one of the foremost of educators. A lot of this
education had a message which none else could give. Especially they
had the message of evolution. But Huxley’s work for education went
deeper than that: He worshipped the advance of education:; and his
influence abides in all the present ways of popular education.

Facts, based on personal knowledge and organised into a natural

system were the basis of all Huxley’s teaching; there was nothing
“a priori,” and his powerful imagination, trained to its proper sphere,
proved a faithful servant, never betraying him, as happens too often with
lesser minds, by a treacherous domination. This was eminently true of his

77

treatment of evolution. The fact of evolution was abundantly supplied
with the evidence on which it rests. The theory of evolution is another
matter, but contrary to what seems to have been the experience of some of
his critics, it was not shirked but fully expounded and illustrated. The
exposition concluded with the statement that “given” variation, heredity
and selection, then the Darwinian explanation affords a good working
hypothesis. But no attempt was made to account for what is after all is
the most fundamental of these factors, (i.e.) variation, This still remains
the crux,

Huxley stands out, among the men of his time, as one of the chief
prophets.  Like all prophets he had his share of resolute fighting for the
truth, To him a man’s principal duty was to hold and defend the truth
and to let nothing in life come between him and it. We had in Huxley a
perfect example of zeal in preaching: there never was a more faithful
servant of the truth. It might be possible to contrast him  with Ruskin,
the other great prophet of the Victorion age: and there is nobody like
them now. But they stand apart in the range of their interests.

Thus Huxley, a representative of his age isa grand personality,
The beauty of his home life and of his character and the magnificence of
his work, his teaching and his imaginative power over men can scarcely be
put in print. He remains one of the leaders of the past century: but we

shall live to see the new leaders of thought, but none with more power
than was in him. '

S. Vedantham P.G.I. (Physics).

Our Nawy

Our Navy can be said to be both young and old. The Navy as
we know it today is of comparatively recent origin ; but a study of our
history will show that India had sea-going ships in the ancient days.
The empire of Sri Vijaya extended across the seas, to Malaya, Sumatra

and Java. We also carried on trade, by means of ships, with Egypt and
the Roman Empire,

_ But gradually our sea-power declined. The Portugese, when they
came to India had a much stronger Navy,  Later on, with the arrival of
the French and the Biritish, a struggle for Naval supremacy between these
three powers ensued and finally the British came out to be the most
powerful. Thus began Western domination of India which continued til]
1947, when we attained Independence.

When India became independent, it had a very small Navy con-
sisting of few ships only. The work of expanding the Navy was immedia-
tely taken in hand and a cruiser, which is now called INS  Delhi ’ and is
the Flagship of the Indian Navy, was acquired from Britain. This was

P.11
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followed by the purchase of some more ships all of which together, now
form the Indian Naval Squadron.  The LLN. Squadron now comprises,
besides DELHIL, three  Destroyers-RAJPUT, RANJIT and RANA,
Frigates-JUMNA, SUTLE], CAUVERY and KISTNA, and TIR, (boys’
training ship). DBesides there are numerous other ships e.g. Minesweepers,
Landing Craft, Motor Launches, ctc.

As it was necessary to train our own officers and men for our Navy,
several new training establishments were established and those that were
already in existence were expanded. The training establishments are
ILN.S. VENDURUTHY at Cochin, INS CIRCARS at Vizagapatam,
INS SIIVAJI at Lonavla, INS VALLSURA at Jamnagar and some more
centres in BOMBAY. In keeping with India’s policy, a beglpnmg was
made with the indianisation of the Service and most of the senior officers
of the Indian Navy are now Indians.

During the second World War, ships of the Indian Navy took part
in many operations and achieved great success, One outstandlflg‘ examplez
was the sinking of two heavily armed Japanesc vessels by INS Bengal
in September 1942, This feat is still remembered by the Indian Navy,
in particular, and by the Indian people, in general, with pride. But even
in the earlier days, under the East India Company, the achievements of
the Indian Navy werc well known to the outside world. For instance,
the Bombay Dockyard was one of the finest in the world and the ships of
teak constructed here were recognised as comparable to the best produced
‘nywhere else,

Recently, the Indian Navy has taken upon itself a peace-time job in
which it acts as India’s ambassador of goodwill to foreign countries. Its
ships have visited Iran, Iraq, Arabia, Malaya, Indonesia, Australia, New
Zealand, East Africa and other neighbouring countries. Everywhere they
have been received with hearty welcome and have been treated as messen-
gers of India’s growing Navy. On one of these visits—to Indonesia —the
Prime Minister, Shri Jawaharlal Nehru, went aboard INS ‘Delhi’.  After
his voyage, he said, referring to the officers and men of the Indian Navy,
“I have found them not only efficient and courteous in their work but also
smart and intelligent. Tf this is the back-bone of the Indian Navy, then
all is well with it ",

But the real role of any Navy, is the defence of the country’s coast-
line and of its Fradq routes by sea. The Indian Navy is being developed
on lines to fitit primarily for that role. It will necessarily, take some

time to be fully equipped for its country’s defence, and the Navy is making
good progress in this direction,

You would, perhaps, want to know something about the life .and‘tl.le
nature of work in the Navy, Work suited to all kinds of aptitudes is avail-
able in the Navy and though life is hard, it is interesting. In addition to
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pay, free food, clothing, medical attendance and other allowances, are
available with plenty of facilities for recreation and healthy games. The
Navy is open to all irrespective of caste, creed or other distinctions and
recruitment is based entirely on merit, Inthe Navy one learns a number of
technical trades which can be useful later in civil life. But what is of the
greatest interest to those who may join the Navy is that through it they
are able to see the world, A ship is a little home by itself and by working
on it, one forgets all other distinctions and remembers just that he is an
Indian. Last, but not least, the Navy gives one the opportunity to serve
one's country and to enhance its prestige and goodwill abroad.

Commander K. B. Gedrej, L.N.

“The Triumph of Peace™

A PAGEANT

As produced in the Presidency College, Madras, on the occasion
of the Celebration of the United Nation's Day
on 24th October 1957,

SCRIPT BY

M. S. Prarasa Rao,
Assistant Professor of Economics.

PRODUCTION BY

KARUNAKARA MENON,
Assistant Professor of History.

Lord Krishna, Lord Buddha, Lord Jesus, Confucius, King Asoka,
Mahmud of Ghazni, Omar Khayyam, Christopher Columbus, Galelio,
Florence Nightingale, Beethoven, Madame Curie, Abraham Lincoln,
Anna Pavlova, Rabindranath Tagore, Mahatma Gandhi, President
Truman, Comrade Stalin, Angel of Peace, Spirit of History, Cherubs.

(The curtain rises. The Spirit of History is discovered, seated towards the
extreme left at a desk, twith the Book of Life open before her. At the centre of the
Stage, in the background on a high dais three Thrones are placed. Beneath them,
from end to end of the Stage thirteen chairs are arranged in a sems circle.)

The Spirit of History :—Listen, the Voices of Eternity speak to us
across time and space. Here is Lord Krishna, -

(Lord Krishng enters and comes to the centre of the stage.)

Lord Krishna :—Whenever there is a decline of the Law,
O Arjuna, and an out-break of Lawlessness, 1incarnate myself. For the
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protection of the Good, for the destruction of the wicked, and for the
establishment of the Law I am born from age to age.

(tle gocs and sits on one of the Thrones.)
History :—Listen, here is Lord Buddha.
(Buddha enters and comes to the centre of the stage).

Buddha:—Kill not for pity's sake -— lest ye slay, the mecanest
thing upon its upward way. Such is the Law which moves to _righteous.
ness, which nonc at last can turn aside or stay. The heart of it is Love,
and the end of it is peace and consummation sweet,  Obey !

(He goes and takes another throne.)
History :—Listen, here is Lord Jesus.
(Jesus enters and comes to the centre of the stage.)

Lord Jesus:—DBlessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy,
Blessed are the meck, for they shall inherit the earth. Blessed are thﬁy
that have been persecuted, for righteousness’s sake, for theirs 1sltbe
Kingdom of Heaven. Blessed arc the peace makers, for they shal e
called sons of God.,

(Jesus goes and sits on another throne).

History :—Thus inspired and sustained by divine utterances, men
and women with a mission in life, from the dim, distant past, undertake a
ceaseless struggle for human perfection, Fere is Confucius, the sage of
China; he will explain the Tao, the Enlightened way of Living.

(Confucius enters and comes to the centre of the stage).

Confucius :—Remember, my children, oppressive government Is
more fierce and is more feared than 2 tiger. It is my fervent hope that
this beast of prey is driven from the habitations of good people. If any
ruler would submit to me as hijs director for 12 months 1 should
accomplish at-most a revolation; and in 3 years I should attain _the
realisation of my hope. Insearch of such a ruler did Iwander right
through this Land of the Dragon for wel] nigh seventy years; and 3000
disciples followed me in faith—T re-establish the ancient way of life with
its dignity and decency- that asg my appointed task, It appears as
though 1 attempted the impossible, My children, unless that blessed
state is revived, the men of our land cannof walk the thrice noble Tao, the
Way of Life Gracious, of life Abundant :— Children, listen ; Good Govern-
ment obtains when the ruler, is a ruler, the Minister a Minister ; when the
father is a father, the son a son. Society is an ordinance of Heaven and
is made up of five relationships—of ruler and subject, of husband and wife,
of father and son, of elder brother and younger, and of friends. There 1s
rule on one side and submission on the other, The ryle should be in righte-
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ousness and benevolence ; the submission in righteousness and sincerity-A
word more to you, dear ones, ere I depart, a word about the Tao, the
englightend Way. What you do not like when done to yourself, do not
do to others, What the Superior Man seeks is in himself ; what the small
man seeks is in others. Learning manifested by thought is Labour lost,
thought unassisted by learing is perilous, This is the Tao, and they that
walk this way shall have the fruits of the earth and length of days,

(He goes and sits in the flrst of the thirteen chairs).

Hastory :—O Holy sage, your preaching and wandering were almost
in vain; for no Chinese prince accepted you as his master while you lived-
Nevertheless, say not the struggle naught availeth. Your teaching had
flowered into the Wisdom of China. Hence this ancient civilization
endures to this day,

Krishna :— Whenever there is a decline of the Law, O Arjuna,
and an outbreak of lawlessness, I incarnate myself. For the protection of
the good, and the destruction of the wicked, and for the establishment of
the Law I am born from age to age.

History :—Here is King Asoka, after the battle of Kalinga, stricken
with remorse, proclaiming the Rule of the Law of piety.

(Asoka enters and comes to the centre of the stage.)

Asoka :—Anointed as King have I been these eight years, and am
entitled the Gracious, the Beloved of the Gods., This day the Kalingas
are conquered, and I see all around me the price paid for my -victory.,
Never again shall this happen, never. Hundred and fifty thousand are
carried away therefrom into slavery. Hundred thousand are wounded and
many times the number are killed. Now that the Kalingas are secured,
there is keen maintenance of the Law, action according to the Law, and
teaching of the Law on my behalf—The conqueror of the Kalingas has
but regret now. Even what is conquered is as good as unconquered and
lost, if there is slaughter, death and banishment of the people. Such a
slaughter is-a thing to be grievously deplored and i§ considered seriotsly
by me how best to be avoided in the years to come. Even he who ‘has
done injury appears to me fit to be forgiven: he can be forgiven who
submits even to day, prays and lives under my protection. This is to make
people ashamed of their immoral conduct and save them from ruin, for I
wish safety, self control and delightful career to all my people. The
Victory of the Law, I think, is the sense’ of a victory. Achieved by teach-
ing and following of the Law, this Victory is a thing of pleasure, For this:
purpose, this Edict has been proclaimed so that my children and grand-
children may not think that Victory in War is worthy “of achievement,
They may, while drawing the bow in triumph, prefer forgiveness and Jight.
ness of punishment, and think only of the Victory of the’ Law—-’l‘_herg ore
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I do hereby decree that within my far-flowing dominions the Sword be
sheathed, and the drum of war be silenced.

(He goes and takes the second chair in the row).

History :—0, Royal monk, your Rule of the Law of piety has but
led to the decay of the first Empire of India, Even the law later on fled
the Land. Nevertheless, say not the struggle nought availeth.  You had
been a model King who demonstrated how bapishment of war need not
be a mere precept but a policy that could be practised.

Buddha :—Kill not—for pity’s sake,~—and lest ye slay, the meanest
thing upon its upward way. Such is the Law which moves to righteous.
ness, which none at last can turn aside or stay. The heart of it i3 Love,
and the end of it is peace and consummation sweet. Obey ! ‘

History :—Here is Sultan Mahmud of Ghazni. With all his trea-
sures at his feet, at the War of death, he laments over his lot.

(Ghazn: enters mfd comes 1o the centre of the stage).

Ghazni :—My hour hath struck. Alas, my life laps wearily on the
icy shores of death, A darkness gathers round my eyes. 1 am sinking,
sinking. This is my hoard, my fabled treasure, the prize of a thousapfd
campaigns, Must I Jeaveitall? The reward of a long and arduousHh e
spent in the camp and on the saddle—I can’t take it with me now. How
hollow and empty sound my victories | O my Empire, watered by tllle
Tigris and the Indus! My Capital, the Beloved of Asia,—who would
take care of you hereafter ? I have built up a reputation as the Breaker of
Idols ; whoever thought that my heart thus breaks ?—Full for thirty years
I had carried death and desolation far and wide ; nor man nor nature
would check the onward triumphant march of my legions. But O, of

what avail ?  The sands of my life are running out. Nay, before my eyes

fail and allis lost, let me have one last look at the legendgry wealth of
Ormuz and of Hindustan, heaped at my feet. Look, How it mocks at me
that I must depart alone, all aJone |—O God, what dread shapes are these
that obscure my vision ? Women shrieking, children crying, men groan-
ing | Begone, torture me not with your loathsome attentions,
deeds. O, this dance of devils! Let me breathe a while.—Masud, my
son, let this my death teach you the lesson that my life could not. Futile
is all my earthly labour ; in vain is all my armed might, _
very emptiness of human vanity, In vain—O Masud, hold me tight. My

spirit ebbs away—My breath, O my breath ! An Empire for a moment

of life !  No, No....

History :—O, mightiest monarch under th
have been a sad example of the saying “ The pa
the Grave ".—Nevertheless, say not the strugg

e banner of Islam, You

ths of Glory lead but to
le naught availeth.—Men
L]

your foul

Here is the
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have learnt from your career that peace hath its own victories no less
than war—far more desirable, far more enduring.

(Ghaszni goes and takes his seat).

Christ :—Blessed are the merciful, for they 'shall obtain mercy.
Bleased are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. Blessed are they
that have been persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the Kingdom
of Heaven. Blessed are the peace makers for they shall be called Sons of
God.

History :—Here is Omar Khayyam, the mystic Bard of Persia.
He unravels the knot of Life and Death for the enlightenment of mankind,

(Khayyam enters and comes to the cenire of the stage).

Omar Khayyam :—Think, in this battered Caravan Serai whose
doorways are alternate Night and Day, How sultan after Sultan with his
pomp abode his hour or two and went his way. They say the Lion and
Lizard keep the courts where Jamshyd gloried and drank deep. And
Bahram, the Great Hunter, the wild ass stamps over his head, and he lies
fast asleep. O, come with old Khayyam, and leave the wise to talk ; one
thing is certain, that life flies; One thing is certain, and the rest is lies :
The flower that once blows for ever dies. Myself when young did eagerijz
frequent Doctor and Saint, and heard great argument about it and about ;
but ever more came out by the same door asin I went. Up from the
earth’s centre through the Seventh Gate I rose, and on the throne of
Saturn-sate and many knots unravelled by the Road, but 'not the knot of
Human Death and Fate. The moving finger writes, and having writ
moves on; nor all thy piety nor wit shall lure it back to cancel half a
line, nor all thy tears wash out a word of it. Itisalla chequer.board of
Nights and Days where Destiny with Men for pieces plays; ‘Hither and
thither moves, mates and slays and one by one back in the Closet: lays,
One moment in annihilation's waste, one moment, of the well of life to taste-
The stars are setting and the caravan starts for the Dawn of Nothing-O
make haste ! : -

History :—O bard of Iran, your wise words fall on evil ears, for men
took a strange meaning from them; “Eat and drink and be merry for
tomorrow ye die”. Nevertheless, say not the struggle naught availeth.
Your verses live on the lips of men, and their lives are fuller and richer
by sharing in your mystic ecstasies. : R E e

(Khayyam goes and takes his seat), . o o
Krishna :—Whenever there is a decline of the Jaw, O Arjuna, and

an outbreak of lawlessness, I incarnate myself. For the protection of the
Good and the destruction of the wicked, and for the establishment of the

Law I am born age to age.
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Hustory: Tere is Christopher Columbus, discoveror of America.
He addresses his crew on the eve of his last voyage, from Spain,

(Columbus enters and comes to the centre of the stage.)

Columbus:—Come, my friends, It is not too late to seeck a newer
world.  Push off and put up the sails, for my purpose holds to sail beyond
the sunsct, and the baths of all the Western stars, till we touch the shores
of India.  There lies the port, the vessel puffs her sail. There gloom the
dark Broad seas. My mariners, souls that have toiled and wrought and
thought with me; how dull it is to pause, to make an end, to rust unburni-
shed, not to shine in use. Therefore do we venture on this our fourth
voyage to the Indies, to the New World ; May-be to plant on new soil the

Imperial Flag of Spain, of their Serene Majesties. May-be to claim the:

dusky tribes over to the domain of Christendom ;—or per-chance to ¢laim
your just reward from the fabled Gold of the East. I cannot rest from
travel; I will drink life to the Lees ; all times I have enjoyed greatly, have
suffered greatly, both with those that loved me, and alone ; on shore, and
when wind and rain vext the dim sea. 1 have becomea name. Much
have I'seen and known. [ am a part of all that I have met. Far and
wide have I roamed with a hungry heart driven from my land of birth to
an alien court. I dreamed and yearned at the court of Lisbon but inet
with polite rebuff as I unfolded my brave project to sail across the unknown
seas, Shelter at last I found in Barcelona ; encouragement, appreciation
amidst the Dons and Grandees of Spain - And was honoured of them all -
When, with God's will, the Indies were discovered. We are not now that
strength which in old days moved carth and heaven, but heroic hearts;
still we may not rest so long as there are seas uncharted and lands
unknown. Therefore sail.

Spirit of history :—O brave traveller, the entire globe is charted
and mapped : hereafter voyages must be into the inner realms of the spirit
and then your type of adventure is of no avail. Nevertheless, say not
that the struggle naught availeth. For you have infected the race with

your indomitable spirit that never yields when men and women struggle in
the cause of Righteousness,

(He goes and takes his seat in the sems circle),

Lord Buddha -—Kill not for pity’s sake ; lest ye slay the mean-
est thing upon its upward way. Such is the Law which moves to righte-
ousness which none at last can turn aside or stay. The heart of it is Love,
and the end of it is peace and consummation sweet. Obey !

H istory :—Here is Galileo, the astronomer mathematician of Italy.
He faces his trial before the court of Inquisition at Rome.

(Galileo comes and takes the central position).
’
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Galileo :—No, no, not for me the Holy dread of Inquisition. Have
pity on my grey hairs and let the power of my eyes be precious to me,
for an endless task awaits them to watch the heavens and record the
mysteries of celestial movements. And the very sight of these Engines of
torture, strikes me blind. Alas, I shall recant to save this poor flesh and
these declining years from the gruesome test of Fire. Yes, yes, your Graces
I admit freely my folly and my falsehood, in fact the foul heresy that the
earth hath diurnal motion of rotation. Cursed be my tongue that spoke
it ; here do I bend my knee and recant.

It is writ in the Book of Books that this our Blessed Earth is fixed,
immutable in the very centre and heart of the cosmic system. It must be
true. Where else is truth except in the spoken word of the Holy Church ?
The philosophy of one age is the primer of the next. That which is held
aloft as Truth today is thrown into the melting pot of speculation tomor-
row. Therefore, my Lords, have mercy and let me be,—I am blessed ; I
am set free,

How sweet it is to live once again, perchance to get into my dim
sequestered closet to work again. This gray spirit yearning in desire to
follow knowledge like a sinking star beyond the utmost bound of human
thought. All experience is an arch where through Gleams that untravelled
world whose margin Fades forever and for ever as I move., And [ am a
traveller in quest of the Absolute, 1am made weak by time and fate, but
strong in will, to strive, to seek, to find. Iam old. But old age hath yet
its honour and his toil. Death closes all: but some work of noble note
May yet be done, ere the end. So let me be. But then such is the com-
pelling power of truth, that departing, 1 must needs declare, with due

difference to Copernicus and his philosophy “Epper si Mouve ”—The
Earth still turns round the sun,

History :—O Galileo, what a shocking proof your conduct at this
trial gives us that the little good that might have been done and the little
truth that might have been spoken are so easily suppressed when the
powers of militant falsehood are arrayed against it! Nevertheless, say
not the struggle naught availeth. You are a testimony of the compelling
power of truth sooner or later triumphs,

(Galileo retires and takes his seat in the gallery),

Lord Jesus :—Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy:
Blessed are the peace makers, for they shall be called sons of God .
Blessed are they that have been persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for
theirs is the  Kingdom of Heaven. Blessed are the meek, for they shall
inherit the earth, .

History :—Here is Florence Nightingale, the Lady of the Lamp
from England. She exhorts her sisters that a mission awaits them to take
up as their birthright.

(Florence Nightingale enters and comes to the centre),

P-12
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Nightingale . “_” only men and women do not drift down the
muddy current of routine!  If only they have the will ribbed and  edged
with steel, the will to do something good, something finc - that is our sore
need - O Lord. So 1 prayed ; and as though in answer to my prayer, my
}jf(,z has been made significant and full and rich by being given a purpose -

the purpose of helping those that cannot help themselves.,” My mind is
;1'})90_1’1)(:(1 with the idea of the sufferings of man, that the tale of his daily
life 1s a tade of woe, and that the place wherein he lives is a vale of tears.
[ can hardly sce anything clse.  Indeed all that the pocts sing of the
glories of the carthly paradise seem 1o Lo so unreal.  All the luckless
people 1 sce round about me are but bghting a sad, losing battle against
their ancient enemies of poverty, disease and hunger. 1 am privileged
with a mission in life. 1 know that my destiny lay with the miserable, the
stricken and the lowly, That is why I had to sicrifice a husband, a bome,
a family and the many pleasures that woman in general covets and envies.
Was it unsuitable and unbecoming for a young English woman to devote
hersjclf to works of charity in hospitals and abroad as Catholic Sisters do?
This was the mid-Victorian problem. The solution lay in my own con-
viction that there is nothing unladylike and unwomanish in serving the
public. It is my ecarncst hope that  inages to come my sisters, as yet
unborn, would come to the same decision for on that momentous decision
will depend the survival of suffering humanity.

History :—O good and noble lady, the message of your qxemplcftr);
career is too soon lost upon this indifferent world.,  Your sisters, instead o
tending the wounded and nursing the sick, now enter the ranks of soldiery
and brandish engines of destruction. Nevertheless, say not the struggle
- naught availeth,  You have given the world a new organization that halps
t}ﬁc f}ghtcr for a noble cause that he may not suffer in helpless agouy on
the field.

(Nightingale goes and takes her seat in the gallcry).

Lord Krishna :—Whencver there is a decline of the Law, O Arjuna,
and an outbreak of lawlessness I incarnate myself. For the protection of
the good, for the destruction of the wicked, and for the establishment of the
Law I am born from age to age.

Hstory : —-Here is Beethoven, the immortal musician of Germany.
He makes it clear that his peculiar calling serves humanity.

(Beethoven comes and stands in the centre of the Stage).

Beethoven :—The Artist is the Grand Spectator at the pageant of
Life. All that is, and all that he sees, is but raw material to be faghioned
by him into his design of beauty. So with the musician, Be it the plain-
tive note of a nightingale, or the boom of guns, the wailing of a mother
over her deed child, or the bubble of the mountain brook - in all these the
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musician finds his melodies, his harmonies, his symphonies; such was my
lot, too. And it was my most earnest endeavour to create such dulcet and
harmonious music that even stars shoot madly down from their spheres to
hear it. And this music of mine - let it be no singing in the wilderness ;
but rather let it like a mighty flood overflow across the narrow confines of
my Fatherland to the ends of the inhabited Globe and lift up the hearts
of men and fetch a smile from every sad and sombre face.—It looks as if I
speak in my sonatas a language no one has spoken before; and treat of
things no one has dreamt of before. Yet I find [ am in reality speaking of
matters long familiar as one’s own mother tongue as though I have touched
upon emotions one had lived in some former existence. How I fondly
wish that my warm and deep ethical sentiment finds an echo in every
heart in the world. What a comfort it would be to know thatI have
leavened and widened the sphere of mens’ emotions as much as philoso-
phers and poets have done!—It has been my creed—perhaps of all fellow
Artists too—to dispel our life’s darkness and doubt, by linked melodies
long drawn out.

History:—O, gifted Beethoven, fain, fain would we have your
country produce music and music alone in which it excels; but alas, it
prefers guns to butter ; and the boom of her guns often drowns all music
for years and years. Nevertheless, say not the struggle naught availeth,
We learn from you that the grim exterior of a country may not obscure
her tender heart, and that her celestial gift, if itis rescued from the nations
lapses into brutality will mean so much for the good of humanity.

(Beethoven goes and takes his seat in the gallery).

Lord Buddha :—Kill not for pity’s sake-lest ye slay the meanest
thing upon its upward way. Such is the Law which moves to righteous-
ness, which none at last can turn aside or stay. The heart of it is love,
and the end of it peace and consummation sweet, Obey !

History :—Here is Anna Pavlova, from Russia, that star of
European Ballet. She expounds the purpose of the Artist, after her
famous dance of the “ Egyptian Night " in Paris.

(Anna Pavlova comes and stands at the centre of the stage).

Pavlova :—Wherever, 1 cast my eyes I see the grim dance of
Death. Women love and suffer; and men have vaulting ambition and
fall; the air is filled with cries of despair or hymns of hate; talent is
nipped in the bud by chill penury; and poverty clips the wings of romance.
How to convert life in such a world into a Dance of Delight? That was
my task ; and to perform such a task within my Fatherland where the
ceremonial splendour of the Czars is an utter rr}ockery of the peasantry who
somehow live only because they cannot die-it dlgi seem well nigh impossible.
But faith sustained me, faith in my mission, faith in Art, And which Art
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can be more pliant, more potent in conveying the messa
than Dancing 2 Is it not the most ancient, the most mstinctive, the most
universal of all arts - the Language of Gesture that is ag appealing as it
ts cloquent ? - Can there be asoul so dead as to stay wunmoved by this
music made visible —this rythm of sweet movement? Thay is why I chose
to be a dancer,  The Artist 1s a citizen of the world, and hence have I
travelled far and wide, and scen and known that people everywhere have
hearts that beat alike they swoop and soar with like wing, = At London,
at Paris, or at Washington, not to speak of my own Petrograd,

ge of Beauty

LT e 5 people
paid instinctive homage to Art and Beauty,  Whether T danced

as the
Egyptain or as the Dying Swan, my message was never missed, May 1
therefore call upon the Statesman,  conquerors and reformers to leave it to
Artists to reercate this world into 2 Thing of Beauty, a place fit for he
to live in ? —[
of Beauty,

roes
sct me pray thata gifted band of dancers spread this message

Tripping it as they go, on the light fantastic toc.

History :—O gifted Pavlova, true it is, every artist comes and
trailing a cloud of Glory; but so vast and so deep is the sea of ugl
that onc and all of them arc overwhelmed, What is worse, they are
degraded into instruments of propaganda of political dogma.  Nevertheless,
say not the struggle naught availeth. The universality of Art ag exempli-
fied by you makes the brotherhood of man less of a dream and more g
reality to become a fact accomplished some day.

goes
1f1ess

(Anna Paviova retires and sits in the galtlery),

Lord Jesus :—Blessed arc the merciful; for they shall obtain mercy,
Blessed are the peacemitkers, for they shall be called sons of God,
Blessed are they that have been persecuted for rightousness sake, for

theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven, Blessed are the meek, for they shal]
inherit the carth

History :—Here is Abraham Lincoln, sometime President of the

United States. He speaks after the battle of Gettysburg to dedicate the
national cemetery to the fallen heroes,

(Lincoln enters and stands at the centre of the Stage).

~ Lincoln :—Fourscore and sevep years ago our fathers brought forth
on this continent a new nation, conceived in liberty and dedicated to the
proposition that all men are created equal. Now we are engaged in a great
civil war, testing whether that nation or any nation so conceived and so
dedicated can long cndure, We are mct on a great battle field of that

war. We have come to dedicate a Portion of that battle field as a final
resting place for those who have given their lives that that nation might
live. It is altogether fitting and Proper that we should do this. But ina
a larger sense we cannot dedicate, we cannot consecrate. we cannot hallow
this ground. The brave men, living or dead who str'uggled here have
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consecrated it far above our poor power to add or detract,' The world
will little note, nor long remember what we say here, but it can never
forget what they did here. It is for us, the living, rather, to be dedicated
here to the unfinished work which they who fought here have thus far so
nobly advanced. It is rather for us here to be dedicated to the great task
remaining to be performed, that from these honoured dead we take increas-
ed devotion to that cause to which they gave the last full measure of
devotion ; that we here highly resolve that these dead shgll not h.ave died
in vain; that this nation, under God, shall have a new birth of ‘freedom,
and that Government of the people by the people for the people shall not
perish from the earth,

History :—O Great President, your high resolution has, by a strange
irony of fate, become fatally amended such that it now reads “ Govern-
ment of the people, by the people, but not for the people but for the
chosen few”. However say not the struggle naught availeth., For the
two freedoms you declared have now become amplified into four freedoms
which have served as battle cries for the peoples of the world in their fight
for liberation in the recent Tyrant’s War.

(Lincoln goes and takes his seat in the gallery).

Lord Krishna :—Whenever there is a decline of the Law O Arjuna,
and an outbreak of lawlessness, I incarnate myself. For the protection of

the Good, for the destruction of the wicked and for the establishment of
the Law I am born from age to age.

History :—This is Madame Curie, the distinguished Scientist of

France. She addresses the Academy of Paris, after being awarded the
Nobel Prize.

. (Madame Curie enters and stands in the centre),

Madame Curie :—The scientist leadsa dedicated life ; dedicated,
that is, to the service of mankind. He fulfils himself by labouring hard
to get at one of the secrets of nature. My work, my 7000 and odd experi-
ments have been blessed by the finding of Radium, That is my offering
at the altar of humanity in the hope that it enriches knowledge and serves
the good. But the question remains. May it not also serve the cause of
evil 7 Nevertheless the risk must be taken, For I am one among those
that think with Nobel that humanity gains more good than evi] from the
new discoveries, If conquests usefu] to humanity touch your heart ; if you
stand amazed before the wonders of Science, - its electric telegraphy,
its anaesthesia, its Radium, if you are jealous of the part your country can
claim in the further flowering of the§e wonders ; Take an interst, I urge
upon you and enter those holy dwellings commonly ;called laboratories.
Ask that they may be multiplied q‘nd adorped. They are the temples of
the Future, of wealth, of well-being, It is there humanity grows bigger,
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stronger, better,  There it learns to read in the Big Book of Nature
its means of progress, its hopes of universal harmony ; whereas its own
works are too  often those of  barbarity, {;\x}:\txc1s1'n and destraction,
To the scientists, the few, the happy few, it is given the privilege and the
glory, the toil and the trouble, to find, in's.corn‘of conscquence, 1n the
teeth of opposition, an  exquisite  possibility in the common clay to
help man in his upward way.

History :—Q Good Lady, your [ear has comc 01}1){ too true,
Science scems to have succecded in forging powers ()_f ammh.ll‘atmn and
merrily armed man with them even when the Tiger in ‘D‘Tafrl’l.sllxtgntar\?ed
and unchained.  Nevertheless, say not the struggle naught dvcclll_ C’t g 1.?':1
have definitely taught the scientists that theirs should _l?c a de 'lCc(lit(,()l tl e.
The galaxy of scientists who succeeded you obeyed this C()?)In:ln ment as
is evident from their meritorious services to humanity ever since.

(Curie retires and takes her seat tn the gallery).

Lord Buddha :—Kill not for pity’s sake - lest ye slay the ‘ixlxetanizt
thing upon its upward way. Such is the Law whx‘Ch Tﬁ‘-’@? to, flléj 1)62 d
ness which none at last can turn aside or stay. The hcd(rt of it is love, an
the end of it is peace and consummation sweet. Obey

. C oy he poe India.
History :—Here is Rabindranath Tagore, the P‘)ﬁttPr(’f)l}i’;t] of
He warns us against the dangers of narrow aggresstve nationa .

(1agore enters and comes to the centre of the stage).

Tagore:—The last sun of the century sets amidst the bloocj rec}
clouds of the West and the whirlwind of hatred. The r_mked passnon}(l)
self-Jove of the Nations, in its drunken delirium of greed, 1s {1?1“01“% tot ‘;
clash of steel and the howling verses of vengeance. The crimson g(l;)w o
lighton the horizon is not the light of the dawn of th)f peace, H;]Y
motherland ! It is the glimmer of the funeral pyre burning to ashes the
self-love of the Nation, dead under its own excess. Thy morning waits
behind the patient dark of the East, meek and silent. Be 'not ashmed, m);
brothers, to stand before the proud and the powerful with your robe o
simpleness. Lct your crown be of humility, your freedom, the freedom
of the soul. Build God's throne daily upon the ample bareness of'your
poverty. And know that what is huge is not great and pride is not
everlasting.

Where the mind is without fear, and the head is held high ; where
knowledge is free ; where words come out from the depth of truth; wh}fre
tireless striving stretches its arms towards perfection; where the world haz
not been broken into fragments by narrow domestic walls; Into tha
heaven of freedom, My Father, Let my country awake.

- eeVain. 1 : o tic warning,
History :~—Vain, in vain, O poet. Tagore, your prophe
It fcll on heedless ears, Twice have the nations of the world already
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fought and reduced themselves to material and spiritual ruin, Neverthe.
less, say not the struggle naught availeth, Your inspired poetry awakend
India from her age long shumber. Your motherland is free and is fast
striving for the uplift of sister nations,

(Tagore goes and takes his seat in the gallery),

Lord Jesus :—Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain
mercy ; Blessed are the peace makers, for they shall be called sons of
God ; Blessed are they that have been persecuted for righteousness’ sake,

for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven ; Blessed are the meek for they shall
inherit the earth.

(Atom Bomb explodes. General Consteration. Haistory is badly
perturbed),

History .—This, alas, is the beginning of the ending. Or, may be
there is still hope. Yes, there must be hope for here descends the Spirit
of the Present ~ Mahatma Gandhi,

(Gandhi enters and stands in the cenire)

Gandhi:—1 believe that non-violence is infinitely superior to
violence; forgiveness is more manly than punishment. The religion of
non-violence is the Law of mankind as violence is the Law of the Brute,
Non-violence in its dynamic condition means conscious suffering. It does
not mean meek submission to the will of the evil doer, but it means putting
of one’s whole soul against the will of the tyrant. I believe that non-

violence is infinitely superior to violence ; and forgiveness is more manly
than punishment.

_ Hastory :—O Mahatma, you have shown us the way, - the way of
non-violence - the path, the only way which leads to human salvation. But
would Man walk this straight and narrow way ?  Soft: Here comes

president Truman dismayed at the price he paid for victory in the Second
World War.

(President Truman enters and stands to the extreme left of the stage).

Truman :—The World shall be safe for democracy. And al) people
shall have a Fair Deal. If these be the ends, if all is fair in love and war,
Why then bar The use of the Atomb Bomb ? That alone wins victory,

History :—This is extraordinary indeed; here comes comrade
Stalin, disgusted at the modern lust for destruction, ‘
(Stalin enters and stands at the extreme right of the stage).

Stalin :—Communism is and must be the true way of Life ; and
workers alone shall rule the world, The East is East and the West is
West, And never the twain shall meet,
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Hustory - —This simply wor't do; the world cannot be broken for
good into two warring cinps, waging cither eold or hot war, Lot us
therefore involke the Angel of Pescr. Come, Peace, thou daughter of
God’s own great suffering, Come with they troasure of contentient, the
sword of Tortitude, and meckness crowning thy farehead,

Angel of poace vriters, firceeded by heavendy mnsic, und the dance of a C”“P{“
é’ 3 }
of Chernubs,)

Peace: —President Truman, and Comrade Stalin, Look to the past
and learn about the men and women with a mission i life.

This is Confueius, the prophet of China,

This 1s Asoka, the saintly King of India, ‘

This s Gazni, the Tutile conqueror of Central Asia.

This s Whayyam, the mystie of }’z‘:fsn;i'.

This is Columbus, the explorer of Spain,

This is Galileo, the astronomer of Italy. 3

This i Florence Nightingale social worker of England.
This is Becthoven, the Masician of Germany.

This is Paviova, the dancer of Russia,

This is Lincoln, the Statesman of America,

This is Madame Curie, the Seientist of IFrance,

This is Tagore, the poet of India,

This is Gandhi, the Saint of India. o
They all have laboured and built up human civilization.

Have you anything (o contribute so that that civilization might endure ?

Truman :—1 now discover
Victory won by force is defeat of course.
Therefore | decree War be an outlaw,
From the Kingdom of Man.

Stalin :—1 do now perceive
East plus Wast
Makes for the Best.
Henee let the iron curtain be lifted and every dogma be
dropped.

Peace + ~Then, in that case, there is hope for humanity. You may
as well shake hands.

(Truman and Stalin Shake hands;,
Peace -—The spears and swords of violence—
Through me Heaven decrees—

Shall be beaten in ploughshares
On the anvils of peace.

All:—AMEN,

Want to be an author?

Of course, you do. It is the easiest thing in the world. [ will tell
you what. Sometime ago an advertisement appeared in a Bombay
daily. It said : “ How to be a writer without using pen or ink ? Send eight
annas only for particulars,” Many thousands spent their half rupees.
Everyone received a post card, which said: “write with a pencil, you
B.F.” B. F. by the way is short for Big Fool. But of course the way I
am going to tell you is neither so short nor so down right practical.

Once a man becomes an author he becomes the cynosure of all
aspiring authors, He is pestered with questions asto how he wrote a
particular novel, how he gets his inspiration. How does he dress when
writing etc.  But all through this time, the most predominant question in
their minds is: “well, blow me! If that prize mutt can write a book, I

am jolly well sure I can”. So it is only right that these mutts should
answer a few questions,

How long does it take to write a book ?  Well, that depends upon
whether you are a henpecked husband or vice versa. If your wife can
bawl out “you... come to bed immediately. No one wants your yarns”,

you can never finish any book. If you are not married, well that’s an
advantage.

To know the stimulants that will give you inspiration, you can do
best by following in the foot steps of the masters. Victor Hugo wrote
best after a cold bath. So to beeome a Hugo, the only thing, you have
to do is to take cold baths several times a day ; of course you have to keep
a vicks Inhaler to keep out the cold. Goethe confessed once, of tapping
the metre of his verse with tremulous fingers on the shapely back of his
fair mistress. So the best thing you can do, to sing like Goethe, is to
take a wife, or at least a mistress. But please be on the watch for ladies
who have not only shapely backs, but also broad backs. Then you can

write out whole novels on their backs instead of merely tapping your
verse,

Edgar Wallace used to write in an overheated study. To emulate

him, you can sit on an oven so that ideas may rush through the meshes

of your hard head. Your wife will only be too glad to bake you in the
oven, if you refuse to buy a saree or a cutex for her. -

Another Chinese writer used to consume several pots of very
sweet tea ; you can take only one precautjqn. Have an insulin injection
every day, so that you may not become a diabetic. Bernard Shaw wrote
on the upper deck of the London omnibus. Unfortunately that is not
possible in Madras, You have to go to Bombay, or at least Trivandrum to
ride in double decked buses. The ways of the great are various, You can
follow any one of them or all of them. A

P.13



94

A sweet Young Thing once put this question to a famous author—
which is the best way to write 7 Pat came the reply @ My dear, as far
1s 1 know, it s from left to right . Of course he is wrong,  In Urduy, it is
vritten from right to left, in chinese from top to bottom and there are so
many other ways too~-just as a lady’s hair can be worn in so many ways
—like a rag, Iike a tag, like a bob, and like a tail, you can, if you are an
original man, write {rom corner to corner.

Another necessary equipment of a writer is a “ Common place
book ™. The common place book should contain all uncommon things and
quotations and phrases that o writer may come  ACross, You must
ot course make an index of them, so that you can use it at a moment’s
notice,

Besides  keeping a common-place book, you will nced to keep a
book of newspapei cuttings.  Then you will scldom be at sea for a striking
way of illustrating any article you are writing. That of course depends
largely upon your way of selecting your news cuttings,  You should deve-
lop news-sense, Dama, a famous American news-editor says that if a dog
bites a man, it is not news, but if a man bites a dog that is. As an illust-
ration of this news-sense, there is the story of the little girl who asked her
mother : “ Mummy, how did Princess Elizabeth know she was going  to
have a baby?"”. ' She read it in the papers, dear”, replicd her mother,
“ for weeks there has been no other news .

Then is the bug bear of style. Fortunately now-a-days style does not
count as much as it did say fifty years ago. Now all that matters is the
story. Peter Cheney, who you will agree, is a master of his craft, in one
of his thrillers begins his paragraph with the phrase, “ Callaghan
said........ ". More than four hundred paragraphs begin with the identical
phrase, in that single book. Still he is a best-seller. So ‘story’ counts
more than ‘style’ with the general public,  But all these things do not go
to advocate slipshod writing, If you can tella good story as well as write
good English, you are in clover ; you may be classed among the immortals.
Somerset Maugham is the pre-eminent example of a writer who can  tell
an engrossing story in mellifluous style. It has been said that Dickens is
the writer you should study for character, Dumas for historical romance;
O Henry, for the short story ; and Somerset Maugham, for both story and
style. :

What-ever you do, by way of commission or omission, you must
begin your story well and arrestingly. A thriller writer creates instant
drama by such a begining as; “ A pistol shot rang out and the Helg
Apparent fell dead”. One of the many immortal Sherlock Holmes
stories begins like this: “ To Sherlock Holmes she is al,ways The woman.
I have seldom heard him mention by any other name.’
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The ending is equally important, if not more. If you want the
reader to be haunted by your story for a long time, the ending should be
arresting and impressive, The ‘“ Tale of Two cities” ends like this: ‘It
is a far, far better thing that I do, than I have ever done: it is a far, far

better rest that I go to than I have ever Known ”.

The “ Count of Monte Cristo " ends like this: “ Never forget, that
until the day when God will deign to reveal his future to Man, all human
wisdom is contained in the words: ‘Wait and hope’.

Another modern best seller ends with: “Then, of a sudden, all the
stars went out. And Mailett never even knew that he was dying ”’

Your characters should be natural. Don’t make your Indian hero
kiss his girl in public, or even in private because we don't know what
happens in private ; other wise they are not private. If you can’t make
your hero natural, then don’t write, Remember what Lincoln said once :
1t is better to be silent and thought a fool, than to speak out and remove
all doubt.” You are perhaps thinking that it is a pity I did not remember
Lincoln’s words before I started this article. Now that you remind me, I
will stop here.

But one last reminder for you too. If you don't find anything in
this article to help you to become an author, remember you are the mutt,
not L. .

R. M. Perumal, I. P. G. Economics.

A Phantasy of the Mind.

(One act play).
CHARACTERS:

Tony Martin . A madman in the real aspect of the play, and
a member of the Reserve Branch of the C.I.D.
in the tmaginary aspect,

Mike Finnigan ... An Inspector of the C.I.D. in rhe real aspect,
and a crook in the imaginary aspect.
Jimmy ... A doctor from the London Mental Hospital in

the real aspect, and in the imaginary aspect,
is the younger brother of Tony Martin in his
imaginary aspect.

Chie Who;e rgal name 13 Monagan and who is an
The / official in the C.1.D. in the imaginary aspect
only.

Dobson ... The assistant of the C.1.D. Inspector Mike

Finnigan in the real aspect only.
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CURTAIN UP,

(Stage: A Police tnspector's office. Inspector Mike Utunigan is seated at the
desk busy with some bapersy  (Iinfer Dobson.)

Dob.  Excuse me sir,

............

Do M.E. (St busy reading, waving Dobson daway} You are excused,
(Dobson starts walking out) Hey | where the devil are vou off to ?

Dob. T thought you asked me to go away sir,
M.F. What 7!

Dob.  You excused me sir. So | gathered that

. M.F.’ That you could £0 away—ch ? My dear Dobson, if I must
explain, Twill.  Let me make it clear to you that my saying “ You're
1" . . .
excused " was a witty repartee, Obh, come on dash it all, you could enjoy
the humour at least now. '

Pob.  Yes sir,

M.F. Smile, damn you, smile, (Dobson smiles in a silly manner)
Thank you for your politeness Dobson.  And now........ . (5] S coming
back to the uninteresting topic we started to discuss, mcaning you—uwhat
did you come in here to tell me ?

Dob.  Oh sorry sir, I nearly forgot about that.

M.F. Not at all Dobson, not at all. Don't mention it please, I
beg of you. What do I get paid for in this police department, but to
remind my assistant of things whenever he forgets them ? (Dobsorn smiles.)
Wipe that dirty smile away. (Dobson unsmiles.) and out with your
business.

Dob.  There's a fellow outside who wants to see you urgently.

MF. Oh,afellow? Indeed? You don't by any chance happen
to know a few unimportant details about him, such as his name, business,
etc,, do you ?

Dob. T dosir. Name of Tony Martin, Says he has most urgent
and confidential business with you.

M.F. Allright. Fetch him in,

Dob.  Yessir., [Exit Dobson.} [Enter Dobson and Tony Martin.]
Dob. Mr. Tony Martin sir,

M.F. Good Morning Mr, Martin, .

T.M. Good Morning? Don’t be ridiculous, There's an awful
bad fog outside, you know.

g7

MF. 1didn’t mean it Jiterally. It was merely a form of greeting,

T.M. Believe me, your greeting grates in my ears. It gets on
my nerves.

M.F. I'm sorry. : _

T.M. Andsoam]. Bat that’s neither here nor there, May 1
sit down ?

M.F. Oh, please do.

T.M. Iintended to, in any case. (sits down) Now then, are you

Inspector F

;nnigan? If you are, I've business with you, And if you are

not, why not ?

M.F
T.M

I am Inspector Finnigan,

. Fine. That settles the problem. Look here Inspector, I

want to talk to you, in private.
M.F. Right you are, Go ahead.

™M

. I'said - in private, (Pointing to Dobson) So what about

removing this ?

MF. Oh, he's my assistant you know - Dobson,

Dob. (To T. M.) Glad to meet you sir.

TM. I am not. (To Inspector Finnigan) so what about it
Inspector ?

M.F, Oh, forget about him.

T.M. Believe me, I'm trying very hard to. .

M.F. Just go ahead and say your piece. Dobson here is as dumb
as a wall.

T.M. He does look dumb. But walls have ears. (insisting) 1

must have this removed.
M.F. All right. If you insist,

TM

. I most certainly do,

M.F. Dobson, stay outside for a while, will you?

Dob
thrown out

. (preparing to leave) Yessir. And if you want somebody
on his ears, you've only to call.

TM. Most certainly. And now Mr. Dobson, you could gain
some valuable experience you know, by tMeowing yourself out for the
present. (calling out after the out - going Dobson) And remember, on

your ears.

{Exit Dobson.] Ah, the atmosphere clears quite percéptibly,

/
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M.I. And now, Mr. Martin, what’s it you wanted to tell me?

T.M. Yousce, I want a certain thing done, and T want your help
for that.

M.F. Of course. Whatis it?

T.M. (Looking around suspiciously) No chance of our being
overheard, I suppose ?

M.F. (Solemnly, wondering what the greal secrecy is all for)
Not at all, don't worry about that, well, what do you want done ?

T.M. I want to be hanged.

MF. What?!

T.M. 1said I want to be hanged.

M.F. Hanged ?! But—but, but how ?!

T.M. How? Why, by the neck and with a rope, of course, Or
do you practise a unique method ?

M.F. My dear sir, are you mad ?

TM. Mad! me! Don't besilly. But what about you?

M.F. [don't know! I'm afraid I am going mad!

TM. Well. Now that you mention it, you do look just the type
that goes mad.

M.F. (Shouting exasperatedly) Never mind my type. But what
the devil do you want ?

T.M. 1told you - merely want to be hanged, that's all. And after
death I'll go to heaven or hell, I suppose. Only thing is that if I go to
heaven, I'll get thrown out pretty soon.

M.F. But—but of all things, to—to be hanged,........ !

TM. Why not? Tastes differ, you know. Millions of people all
over the world want something or the other done—some want to be
married and some want to be divorced, some want to be praised and some
want to be painted. And I merely want to be hanged. The trouble
with you inspector, is that you don’t appreciate originality.

M.F. But my dear sir.........

T.M. 1 am not your dear sir.

M.F. [I'm sorry.

T.M. You should be.”

M.F. But you can't be hanged. That’s impossible.
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T.M. Sir, I demand to be hanged. In fact, I insist upon being
hanged. (angrily) why, I'm hanged if I'm not hanged,

M.F. But-——but—but it isn’t done. It just can’t be done. You
can't just walk around getting yourself hanged whenever you feel like it,

T.M. Loock here Inspector, if you think I am asking you a favour
you are mistaken. I've committed a murder and I want to be hanged.
Come, that’s fair enough, isn’t it ?

M.F. (shocked) B—b—b—but—but murder ?!!

T.M. That's right. And now, for heaven’s sake, please don't tell
me that I can’t go around committing murders—because I do, and I have !
In fact now I don’t know whether I want to be hanged because I've
committed a murder, cr whether I committed a murder because I wanted
to be hanged. But the point is, I have committed a murder and so I'm
entitled to be hanged.

M.F. Why, manalive! You don’t mean to tell me that you've
just killed some one in cold blood !

T.M. Well, to a certain extent, yes. But whether in cold
blood or hot blood, I wouldn’t know. I merely shot a mana few times in
the stomach, and he obligingly folded up and died. (Moving towards
M. F.) If that was in cold blood, I would'nt mind trying the other kind,
you know.

M.F. (suddenly getting frightened) Dobson! Hey Dobson!
Dob. (From outside) Yes sir ?

~ MF. Come in here immediately. Hurry up. [Enter Dobson.]
[pointing to T. M.] This fel-fellow isee-vv e

Dob. (to T. M.) I see. Up to the tricks, are you? (approachin
T. M. threateningly) And now to throw you out on your ears,-.-ﬁ......... &

M.F. No Dobson, no By God ! be careful | Don’t touch him !
Dob. What's wrong ?
M.F. He-he’s-infact-that is, Mr. Martin’s hobby is murder !

Dob. So what? For alllcare, his hobby might be............
(suddenly understanding) murder ? !!

T.M. 1 beg your pardon Inspector, but I must insist upon con:ect.
ing your statement. Murder is not my hobby, it's merely my business.
My hobby in fact, is a dangerous one.

M.F. Wha-what’s that?

T.M. Stamp-collecting. 1 find stamp-collecting much more
hazardous to my safety than murdering.
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Dob.  (Wiispering o the Inspector) Sie, what are we to de 7
T.M.  Why don't you ask me that ?

Dob. {(righia/fwd) Snyrry sir ndeed, please. No o offence meant,
you know. (with @ sickly smale) Just that 1 dida’t want to tax you un-
necessarily.

TM. Well Inspector, T do know something about police proce-
durc.  And think that under the circumstances, you ought to take down
my confession and get me to sign it. That’s what's usually done, T believe,
Am 1 right?

- Lh}\f.}«. {(),)f} course, of course.  You're always right Mr. Martin,
sn't that, so, Dohson

Dob. Why, yes, to be sure-yes sir !

T.M. Well then, lets get down to Lusiness.  Dobson, you'll its
down over there with pen and paper and faithfully rake down all that [say.
(Dobson sits in chair, paper on kuce, and pen poised.) You laspector,
will continue to sit right where you are and keep lstening. And I warn
you now, nointersuptions, please. In fact, I never could stand intersuptions
when T'm corfessing o wurders,  Well, all settled Dobson !

Dob. Yes sir.

T.M. Good. And Inspector, you're all ears, 1 hope ?

M.F. At vour service, Mr, Martin,

T.M. Fine. Here wego. Could you let me havea cigarette ?

(Inspector gves a cigaretle} A light please. {Dobson guves a maich box.)

CURTAIN DOWN.

TM. (Voice): Thank you for the match box Dobson.  You see
Inspector, 1 belong to the Reserve Branch of the C.1.D.-one of those which
has ne particular work assigned to it, but gets dragged into all the dirty
work that the Yard has to get done. And that was me, an odd-job man
of Scotland Yard. And it was the day the Chief wanted to see me,  His
real name’s Monagan, you know, bat he is popularly known as the Chief,
I got a message to my soom that the Chief was in a hurry to see me about
something or the other, and I knew that 1 was in for another of those
dirty jobs.

CURTAIN UP.

(Stage: An Inspector's office. The Chiet 13 seated at the desk busily
writing. Enter Tony Martin))

T.M. Hullo Chief!
Ch. ‘Llo Tony! Come, seat yourself,
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T M., No Thank you, U'll stand.
Ch. Excuse me. 1l finish this and attend to you in a moment.

T.M. Take your own time, It’s nice watching you doan honest
spot of work, for a change.

Ch. We also work, you know, We fellows in the Counterfeit
Currency Department don't draw pay on our personality or something.

T.M. That fact is most evident, (Chief finishes writing.) Well,
what's the dirty work that you want me todo ?

Ch. Tony. It's something serious, and something big-and, and......

TM. Something dirty ?

Ch. Yes, I supose so, There seems to be a local mint somwhere
in the West End.

T M. And 1 have to locate the owner of the Mint. Somwhere
in the West End ! What a clue! And what do I do? Stand in the middle
of the West End and shout out aloud for the culprit ?

Ch. Don’t be cynical, please.

!
3
T.M. I'm not being cynical. I'm merely being sarcastic, v

Ch. Then don't be sarcastic either. You see Tony, this time your
work is not the usual kind. Its some what different. I don’t want you to
spot out the culprit. That wi've done already,

T.M. Then what do ! do? Strap him upin a dog van and de-
liver him post free at Scotland Yard ?

Ch. 1do wish vyou'd stop being cynic...... 1 mean sarcastic. we
have definite information to the effect that one Mike Finnigan is at the -
bottom of the whole racket, ’

T.M. Then why don’t you get him arrested ?

Ch. Evidence, Tony, evidence, There’sa jury to be satisfied,
you know. .

T M. Don't tell me that you have tried to collect the evidence
and failed ? That's not at all like you Chief, )

Ch. Yousee Tony, thisracket hasa colossal financial backing,
I put two of my men on to this Mike Finnigan, and we have genuine infor.
mation to the effect that they were brought off. Both have resigned from
the police and are now living most comfortably.

.M. And how d'you know that in a few months’ ti
be living most comfortably too, after having chucked the ¥

Ch. 1%know you too well Tony. You're not that
T. M. Well, let's hope you are right.
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Ch. Idon't hope so, I'm surc of it.  You cannot be bribed.

T.M.  Not much chance of it in this case. You sce I'm a fellow
who objects most definitely to bribery-at least bribery with counterfeit
notes.  Well, let’s have the idea, What do I do?

Ch. This Mike Finnigan is staving at the Sea View hotel, room 68.
, e N ;
I've booked you 69-room 09 booked indefinitely for a Mr. Stephen and his
younger brother Jimmy.

T.M. Why are you bringing Jimmy into this?

Ch. Oh, do take your brother along. 'm sure Jimmy'll appreciate
the change.  Morcover iC1] give you an effective front you know. By the
way, remember that you are a Mr. rSlcph(:n, and that you’rc a writer. And
like all writers your books and plays don’t sell, and you live by the help
of a legacy left to you by a rich uncle.  Your object is to study the night
life of the West End and write a book opnit. Tony! Collect enough
evidence and pass it on to us.  Well do the rest. -

T.M. That’s all Chief?
Ch. Yes Tony, and best of luck.

T.M. Thanks, I need it. Goodbye Chief ! Sce you soon—I hope.
[Exit Tony Martin.]
CURTAIN DOWN.

TM. (Voice): And the very next day found Jimmy and me
settled down in room number 69 of the Sea View hotel, in the West End.
My first job was to get into touch with my honoured neighbour, Mr, Mike
Finnigan. 1 had to get friendly with him somchow and 1 was wondering
how [ was to play this when Finnipan himself walked into my parlour.
The only difference was that 1 was the fly, and Finnigan the spider.

CURTAIN UP.
(Stage : Room 69 of the Sea View Hotel. Tony Martin and Jimmy
‘are lounging around.)
T.M. Well Jimmy, and how d'you like the change ?

Jim. Not bad, you know. 1 used to think the girls in my college
were the best lookers,  But these girls in the West Endunnne !
lwhastles appreciatively.)

T.M. Hey, you young rascal. Growing old young; are you? You
tallkabout women as if you were born and bred in a divorce Court or some-
thing. .
Jim. That’s not it, Tony. It’s just that I take an academic
interest in God’s creation of pertection. .

T.M. Well, you'd better watch out. Your academic interest

might turn out to be an epidemic.
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Jim. By the way Tony, why don’t you tell me what you're here
for? ,

T-M. 1 toldyou Jimmy-—just a spot of official business. Nothing
serions, don’t worry. Only a routine job. And do remember Jimmi, that
I'm a novelist-cum dramatist right now, and that my name is Stephen,

will you?

Jim. Of course. Yowve told me that umpteen times, m not
likely to forget it. (knock on the door.)

T.M. Yes? Come in,

[ Enter Mike Finnigan.)

M.F. I.I'm sorry, I do beg your pardon. I did'nt mean to disturb
you.

T.M. Ob,it’s perfectly all right, Believe me, you aren’t disturb-
ing us in the least, Mr. €L eraeenninnny ,

M.F. Finnigan. Mike Finnigan is the name,

T.M. How do you do Mr, Mike Finnigan ! (Shaking hands) 1am
Stephen. And this is my brother Jimmy.

M.F. (Shaking hands with Jimmy) How are you young fellow ?

Jim, Glad to meet you sir.

M.F. I—er, do hope I'm not Intruding.

TM. Notatall, Iassure you, In facts it'sa most unexpected
pleasure your coming in here like this.

M.F. Nice of you to say so. The fact is that-I ran out of matches.
So I just came in to borrow a light.

T.M. Butof course. (gives Mike Finnigan a match box.)
M.F. Cigarette P (offers to Tony Martin and Jimmy)

T.M. (Takes one) Thanks. (lights it)

Jim. (refusing) 1 don’t smoke, thank you sir,

T.M. Liar. Go ahead man, you are old enough for it.

Jim. You mean that...c.ocooee

T M. Sure Go ahead, have a cigarette. And stop blpshing.

Jim, Thank you sit. (Takes one. Tony Martin gives a light. Jim

takes a puff and starts coughing.) ,
TM. Now, now, don’t pretend this is your first cigarette.

M.F. Thank you very much Mr, Stephen. And now if you'll

excuse me, I'l] be off.
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T.M. But Mr. Finnigan, you can’t run away like this, You must
have a drink belore you feave.  One for the road, you know,

M.E. One for the road ? But 1am just in the next room.

T.M. Al right.  One for the corridor then ?

M. Well. Inever could refuse a spot.

T.M. That's the spirit to have about spirits Mre, Finnigan,

ME. Mike please.

TM. Al right, Mike,  And eall me steve,

M Right Steve,

TM. Come on Jimmy, vet that bottle and glasses out.  Sit down
Mike, make yoursell at home, (Jimmy zives a glass each to M. FF. and
T. M) To our friendship. (drinks, and so does M. £) You are my
neighbour, Room 68, are'nt you ?

M.F. That’s right.

T.M. Been here long ?

M.F. Notvery. About four years.

T.M. 1say, just the man I was looking for. That means you're
rather familiar with the West End-are'nt you ?

M.F. Mm. So, so.

T.M. Youcould beof great help to me, you know. You see

Mike, U'm a writer., [ write novels usually, But when I'm really hard up
for ideas, I write dramas.

M.F. Oh!

T.M. Please, don't be alarmed. I'm not one of those literary
fellows who thrive on reading their own stuff aloud to others. On the
other hand, [ hate reading what I've written. Once [ finish writing a book,
've nothing more to do with it. After that | read criticisms of it, and
think of all the possible things that I could have meant but did'nt.
Actually, whenever 1 see any of my books in any shop, which is a rare
occurrence, | buy it and secretly destroy it. After all, one must keep
doing one’s act of kindness, you know. But mind yon, all this doesn’t
deter me from continuing to write more nonsense.  Right DOW,,I hape to
write something about night in the West End. But, you see, ’'m new to
this place,and so I thought you could help me out there,

" M.F. Of course Steve, glad to be........eT.......of help. Anythingvl

can do is yours,

Jim. {to Mike Finnigan) Excuse me sir. (to Tony Martin) Could
I go downstairs and have a game of billiards P

TM Of course, ]lmmy Run a}ong now, lf you want to,
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Jim. (fo Mike Finnigan) 1 hope yowll kindly excuse me sir,
(shaking hands will Mike Finnigan) Good-bye till we meet again.

M.F. Good-bye. (Exit Jimmy.)

TM. Well Mike, let’s get this settled~shall we? How ahout
making a begining tonight—eh?  You could take me to one of the more
popular night clubs around here. That suit you?

M.F. Don’t yon think this farce has gone on long enough,
Mr, Mattin ? ' ‘

T.M. Stephen’s the name,

M.F. Oh yes, Stephen. And how do you spell stephen—
C.1. D.? Come, come, Mr, Martin. You're an old timer in this game—
you must know when to admit defeat. In fact Mr. Martin, we've been
expecting you here, .

T.M. Wonderful! And { usua)l'y live up to the expectations
of my fans, : ‘

M.F. We know who you are, why you've come here, what your
plans are, everything,

T.M. Well, it leaves us right where we started. As far ag Iam

concerned, the fact that you know who 1 am does'nt make a difference,
So what ?

MF. So nothing. Everything’s perfectly straight and above
board, now. You know who I am~and I know who you are, No more
subterfuges, no more cheating. Right? =

T.M. Right. What next ?

M.F. You’re correct. The . next -move is mine. ;But my move
depends very much on your reaction, -

T.M. But then, my reaction depends very much on. your move,
Let’s have it. I'll try anything ance, ‘

M.F. You know Mr. Martin, 1. .could be the fellaw who gives
10,000 pounds to another fellow, .
TM. So?

M.F. And youcould be the fellow who collects 10,000 paunds
fsom the other fellow. , N

TM. Condition? e
MF. Nothing. Just that you behave® yourself ‘and be a nice

fellow during your stay here. You could even try to write that book on
the night life in the West End, yow know, ~ .. .- .~
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T.M. Tt would’nt work.

M.}*.  Make it 12,000 pounds.

T.M. I repeat my answer—wouldn’t work.

M.FF. Allright.  W¢'ll make it a round fifteen thousand.

T.M. Get out of the room while the going is good. You sec,
tomorrow’s a Sunday and your dentist might not be available.
M.F. Fifteen to seventeen make any differnce 7

T.M. It might-in the number of dentists you'll need to attend
upon you, And now, get out before I start getting you out.

M.F. Al right, Mr. Martin. It’'s your funcral. You'd better
watch out. This thing has by no mcans ended.

TM. Of course it hasn't ended. When things end, T usually do
the ending-my own way.

M.F. 1 think you're a fool.

T.M. Please-don’t Judge others by your esteemed standard.  And
now, if you'll clear out.....cccoouen.e.

M.E.  Well, good night Mr. Martin.

T.M. Good night ! But believe me, things wor't be good-not for
long. (Exit Mike Finnigan).

CURTAIN DOWN,

T.M. (Voice) And my story continues inspector. Things moved
fast after that. For a whole weck, [ worked like a dog. My life was
hectic-it was all drinks, cigarettcs, and no sleep. But then, it was worth it,
you know. The end of the week, and 1 had enough evidence to get Mike
Finnigan a twenty year sentence. And the next morning I stepped across
to his room to have a showdown.

CURTAIN UP.

(STAGE : Room 68 of the Seaview Hotel. Mike Finmigan is
seen hanging around. Knock on the door.) L

M.F. Who's that? (Enter Tony Martin.)

T.M. Hullo Mike? May I-ah ....evocveeee , come in?

M.F. You already have, haven't you-without my permission
T.M. I usually do. '
M.F. Well? What the devil d’you want ?

T.M. The devil himself-meaning you.
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T.M. Merely that I have come to see you enjoying your last day
of freedom.
M.F. What the hell are you hinting at ?

T.M. Oh, come, come, what colossal ignorance. Can’t you guess
why I'm here, and in such a happy frame of mind, at that?

M.F. No.

T. M. Al right, I'll educate you. All good things in life, and
bad, come to an end, you know. And so has your career of crime. I've
just completed collecting enough evidence Mike, to get you convicted
for......». say, twenty years,

M.F. But my dear Tony.. ....--ve
T.M. Mr. Martin to you.

MF. All right, Mr. Martin, then. But don’t you realize
Mr. Martip that all your assiduous work has gone to waste ?
T.M. Donr't try to be funny.

M. F. Believe me, I'm not. It’s high time I started educating you.
You know Mr. Martin you've been unconsciously doing something that
be effectively entitled, “ Detective’s Labour’s Lost”.

T.M. Oh, stop talking nonsense. Even you must know that it's
impossible for you to bluff yourself out of the present situation. Why
dor't you give up like a good fellow ? Come, take defeat with a smile.

M.F. You are on the wrong track Mr, Martin, I'm not insisting
that the evidence you have collected is all nonsense. 1do realize your
capability as a detective. After all, I am oot a fool.

T.M. You seem to be foolishly definite about ﬁhat.

M.F. You have been collecting evidence against me during the
past week,

T.M. Really? .

MF. Really! But Ihaven’'t let the grass grow under my feet
either. During the same week I have been busy preparing a counter

attack.
T.M. You are getting most interesting.

M.F. And I'll continue to get most interesting. ['m going to tell
you to destroy the evidence that you've collected against me.

T.M. And whatam Igoing todo?
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M.E. Youare going to destroy the evidence.
T.M. How much is it this time ?  Twenty thousand pounds ?

MUF. 1 am not offering a penny, Mr, Martin. 1 know you wouldn’t
fall for that.  The trouble with you is that you are painfully honest.

T.M.  You mean, painful for you - ch'!

M.F. But you are going to squash your casc against me merely
because 1 want you to,

T.M No! And why should 1 squash it? Don’t tell me that
you arc my bosom friend, and that I ought to help you out!!Or. are
you going to cry on my shoulder and make me sentimental ?

M.F. You are still barking up the wrong trec. You, see Mr.

Martin, if you convict me, there’s somebody else who has to be jailed too.
You wouldn't like that would you ?

T.M. Why not?

M.F. Because that other fellow happens to be your younger
brother Jimmy,

T.M. What ?!

M.F. Iividently, honesty isn't a family virtue. For I've spent thfg
last weck most profitably in getting Jimmy involved in r.r;y, as }}l’ou ”Elsd
upon calling it, iy dirty business. Either we sink or sail together. An
what’s it to be Mr, Martin, sink or sail ?

T.M. (catching M.F. by the collar) Why, you - you........

M.F. Take your hands off me, I'tell you! Take your hands
away !

T.M. (t/z‘ro'wmg M.F. away.) [ will ! (M.F. falls d.ow"') g,ta;‘}d
up you scum | (Mike Finnigan gets up and stands .co?ermgi.?l ow
advances threateningly upon him.) How did you get him into it &= How
did you double cross Jimmy into it.?

M.F. You would like to know. Wouldn’t you ?

TM. 1 would,and I intend to! (Again catching Mf . by the
collar with both hands.) Do you tell me, ordo [ beat it out of you :

M.F. Leave me. - And I'll tell you.
T.M. Al right. (releases M.F.) Now out with it.

M.F. Your brother is after all, not the good angel you think him
to be, Mr. Martin. He's a fellow who makes use of opportunities, believe
me, - a fellow most willing to make some useful money, by fair means or
foul.

The Principal, Union Fresident and Secretaries of the various associations
with Mr, Chester Bowles in the rentre,

The Prinzipal Welcoming Mr. Chester Bowles,
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T.M. You cheap crook. (catching M.F. and shaking him up
roughly) you're lying ! By heavens, you're lying! Tell me you're lying!

M.F. This doesn’t help! Damn you, leave me, will you? (shakes
himselt freeof T, M)s grasp.) 1told you and 1 tell you again, your
brother’s a crook !

T.M. Itisnottrue. It's......... it can’t be true!

M.F. Then why don’t you ask your brother ?

T.M. My God! 1Itistrue then! Itistrue! ({(collapses into a
chair and buries his head in his hands.) :

CURTAIN, DOWN.

T.M. (VOICE): 1thought I had tasted the cup of bitterness to
the full, but worse was to follow. Jimmy killed himself. And he had
thoughtfully left me a suicide note too ! “My dear Tony”, it ran “ [ over-
heard Finnigan and you talking in the room yesterday. Too late do I
realize what [ have done. But I'm trying to clear up the whole mess—by
removing myself. After all, this is the only possible remedy. Isn'tit?
Please, for my sake, don’t feel too sad. Goodbye! Yours for ever—
Jimmy.” I did not break down, I did not ery. I just felt numb and disin-
terested and tired of life, There remained only one thing more for me
to do, to kill Finnigan. 1 felt no mad craving to kill him,-merely a logi-
cal desire to do so. And I stepped across to the next room to perform the
good act. :

CURTAIN UP.

(STAGE: Room 68, of the Seaview Hotel. Mike Finnigan is seen
standing and looking into a newspaper.) (Enter Tony Martin.)

M.F. (turning around and seeing Tony Martin.) Ah, Mr. Martin,
Don’t you know that you should knock before entering a gentleman’s
room ?

T.M. Yes.  But only a gentleman’s room.

M.F. What’s wrong with you? You look as if you've seen a
ghost !

T.M. No! But I'm going to see one-yours !
M.F. (frightened) What's happened Mr, Martin ?

T.M. Nothing to upset you. Merely that you have driven my
brother Jimmy to suicide, (catching M.F. by the throat.) You! killed him !
(strikes M.F. on the face and M.F. falls down.) Get up-you. and let me finish,

M.F. (Half crouching on the ground) No! No! Don't hit me!
(T.M. continues to advance ; M.F, suddenly jumps up, moves away from T.M, turns
round. pulling out @ gun.) Stop ! Don’t come near me! (T M, fakes a step

forward) 1 promise you I'll shoot!
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LM (slowly advanciong lowards M1, awd lalking all the time)
You don’t huve the guts o shont a rabbt b You wouldn't dare to shoot
me!

M (oaving gun wildly) By God! Dan't come any further!
(T M. takes an-other step) U1 shoot

TN {stops) Why don’t you stop threatening and start shooting ?
(Mo B malwns with the gis s 3f be'll shooty. O, ne, you don’t ! fstarfs moving
again towards A% You know what they do to o murderer in this country?
They hang bim by the neck until he s dend, They dangle him at the end
A rope ull he can’t breathe any more and dics. You'll never in your life
shoot o man! (Stands rght i front of NS and wear himy Come, give me that
Bun'l (I3 Stowly stretches ot his hand 1o take the gun. M wants to shoot bus
can't werve limselfla 16 1L takes the gun wweay from M I0s femp fingers) And
now Mike Fapnigan, Py going to kil you Lkill you, slowly, cruclly, .. ... ...

ME.  (Cowering wwith fear) You wouldn’t shoot me, You arca police-
man and I'm unarmed-you can’t shoot me !

THM T'mnot a policeman. I resien richt now. I'm now

merely the big brother of a youngster who is dead-out for retribution |
(T M. deliberately shoots M. IF., who screqens with pain and clucthes his left

arm.}

M. ((Wlabbering with fear and pain)) Stop! For God's sake, stop !
P'll do anything you say ¢ I'Hl give you anything you want !

TM. 1 only want revenge ! (shoots  Mike Finnigan two or three tHmes
und he drops dead),

CURTAIN DOWN.

TM. (Vaice:) Well inspector I And that was the murder |
committed,  But then, was it murder 2 1 wouldu’t be a wurderer if I
killed a snake or a viper,  Then why should I be called a murderer for
wiping away such another creature in human shape 7 The law might
name me a murderer and society hrand me a criminal - but, am | one ?

CURTAIN UP,

. (STAGE : A Police Inspector's office, as £ the beginning of the play.  Dobson
ts S.een ’lt}?’!tfllg. The III\‘pL’CI‘U)’ 18 ﬁsfg);i;;g tlftt’l?’ivt’{y, '[‘()n,}? Mariin is fuumi L oan
attitude ot just ,‘mvt’ng finished telling the story)

T.M. Well, that's my story Inspector. And 1 repeat my
question am I a murderer or not?  What is law but the concrete
materialization of the foolish conventions of ignorant pcople ? I might be
legally guilty, but morally justified I The question is - in the eyes of
Gaod, am [ guilty or not guilty ?

M.F. As you yourself said, legally I'm afraid you are a murderer,
Mr, Martin,
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T.M. Ah, hang your law inspector.
M.F. Idon’t know,

T.M. And I don’t care. Because I'm a fellow who doesn’t
believe in God - thank God ! Come Dobson, let's have that, I'l) sign it,
But then, please add a note to the judge in charge of the case that perso-
nally T would prefer to be hanged ! (Dobson writes down and passes
paper onto Tony Martin) May I have your pen for a moment ? (Dobson
geves pen) Thank you. (T.M. signs the paper).

M.F. Dobson. Put Mr. Martin in cell number 14.
Dob. Yes sir,
T.M. (Getting up) Thanks for everything Inspector, See you

again, I'm sure.

[Exit Dobson and Tony Martin} (Inspector is seated reading the
confession.) [Euter Dobson.) :

Dob. Excuse me sir.......

{still busy reading and waving Dobson away) You are excused.
(Dobson starts walking out). Hey ! where the devil are you off to ?

Dob.  You excused me sir. So I gathered that........

M.F. That you could go away—eh ? My dear Dobson, if I must
explain, 1 will, Let me make it clear to you that my saying, “ you're
excused " was a witty repartee. And....... 1SS SO , coming back to the
uninteresting topic we started to discuss—meaning you, what did you
come in here to tell me ?

Dob. There’s a fellow outside who wants to see you urgently,

M.F. Oh,afellow Indeed? You don't by any chance happen
to know a few unimportant details about him such as his name, business,
etc., do you ?

Dob. 1dosir. Name of Tony Martin. Says he has most urgent
and confidential business with you.

M.F. Allright. Fetch him in. .

Dob. Yessir., (Exet Dobson.) (Enter Dobson and Tony Martin.)
Dob. Mr. Tony Martin sir,

M.F. Good moraing Mr, Martin.

T.M. Good—morning? Don't be ridiculows, There's an awfy]
bad fog outside you know. May I sit down?

M.F. Oh please do,

.
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T.M. Tintended to, in any case. (Sifs down),  Inspector, T want
to talk to you m private,

M. Right you are. Goahead,

TAL L osaid, in private.  (Pomting fo Dobson.) So what about
removing this 7

M you insist,

T.M, 1 maost certainly do,

MoE Dobson, stay outside for a while, will you 7
Dob.  Yessir. (Loxved Dobson.)
M.I. And now Mr. Martin, what's it you wanted to tell me?
T M. You see, Inspector, I want to be hanged.
M.IY. What ?!!
T.M. Tsaid, I want to be hanged.
M.F. My dear sir, are you mad? [Enter Jimmy.]
Jim. (talking as e walks in) Um afraid he is.
M.F. You, Sir?
T.M. IHullo Jimmy?
Jim. Hullo Tony ?
M.F. And who the devil are you sir ?

Jim. [ quite understand your temper.  If you will kindly step over
here for a moment, I'll endeavour to explain.  (Inspector gets up and
goes across to Jummy.) Would you please look into these 7 (gives ham
his credentials.)

M.F. (after reading) So you are a doctor in the London Mental
Hospital, are you?

Jim.  Yes,
M.F. Well. (shaking Jimmy's hand) Glad to mect you doctor.

Jim. You see, Tony hereis one of my patients, and a favourite
with me too. He's absolutely harmless, you know, so 1 let him roam
around loosc at the hospital.  He somehow managed to escape today and
I eve?ntually managed to trace him down here. So, could I take him
away ?

M.F. well, yes, I suppose so! yes!
Jim.  Thank you very much and sorry for the trouble.
M.F, Not at all, doctor, Glad to be of help.
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Jim. Tony. Come, let's go. My car’s outside,
T.M. (refusing to get up.) But I want to be hanged, Jimmy.

Jim, Don’t worry. ['ll do it at the hospital man, come on.

T:M. (jumping up.) Is it a promise ?

Jim. Of course, And now be a gooa fellow and wish the
Inspector good-bye.

T M. (shaking hands with the Inspector) Goodbye sir. And
believe me I've thoroughly enjoyed meeting you. You know, you’re the
first man 1've ever met who has managed to reach my level of intelligence
Good-bye ! [Exit Tony Martin.] (Jummy starts to go out too.)

M.F. Just a moment doctor. What made the poor fellow go off
his head ?

Jim. You see inspector—he was an inspector in the CI1.D, And

what with catching thiefs and solving murders day in and day out, he
went off his head. Any inspector would, you know inspector! Goodbye !

well, (Exit Jimmy).

M.F. Poor fellow-to go mad because he was an inspector, of the
C.L.D. inspector inspector! inspector?! Good Lord, so am I! (Collapses

into @ chair with his head in his hands Shouts out in the same posture.)

Dobson! Hey, Dobson ! (Enter Dobson)
Dob. Yessir?

Ins. (looking up) Sit down there Dobson, get hold of a quarter
sheet and take down my resignation. (Dobson searches for paper, gets it, and
slowly sits down n the chasr unscrewing his pen cap. " Inspector remains motionless,
with his head in his hands.)

CURTAIN DOWN,

K. S. Ramamoorthy, B.A,, P.G. II'(History).

This play won the first prize in the Inter-Collegiate Dramatic Competition
conducted by the College of Engineering, Guindy. The ‘Presidency College Dramatic
Association put it on the boards with the followsng cast:

Tony Martin ... K.S. Ramamoorthy
Mike Finnigan - ... P.G. Ramachandran
Jimmy ... Samuel Prabhakaran
Dobson ... S. Bashyam

The Chief ... M.R.Sharma,

Mr. Ramamoorthy also won the * Best Actor's Cup’,

This play also won the cup for the best item in the variety entertainment

which was staged by the Engineering College Malayalee Associatt_’on_’, at the Museum

Theatre.



" Beauty that fades ”

Are you not awarc

That your beauty must dic
With a heave and a sigh

As merciless Age touches you 7
Arce you not aware

That your beauty must die
Your blosson: face

Your radiant eyes

That spurt of raven hair

[Like marching dawn

Must all retreat, go and perish
As the fragrance of a flower
That dies and leaves behind
But a shadow of its old smile.
Are you not aware

That you must shrink with Age
That your steps must totter
That your voice must falter
That your spine must bend
That you must shake and stagger
As merciless Age laughs at us all?
Yet, now proud as a princess
Regal in your dresses

You sweep the world with your beauteous spell.

Again and again in costumes new
Shimmering like burnished gold

You look t the mirror

And see the face shining like silvery moon

Those eyes, twinkling like pearls on a blade of grass

That hair like snailing curls of snakes.

But you forget that Age steals by

Silently, sullenly, slowly and surcly

And with each fatal foot step

Your swan song is sung

And Age oblivious of you

Seals your doom,

Will you then, years after

When you are but a shadow of your old sclf,
Will you then dare look into a mirror

And flash your beauty

Like dazzling diamond at the world ?

Will you then, dare look at a man and say :

I am lovely as the rose, radiant like the sun ?
Will you ?

R. M. Perumal 1.P.G. Economics,

r————

From the Presidencian’s Book-shelf—

“«The Song of Roland and other Studies® by V.K. Ayyappan Pillai—
(A Review)

The book contains a collection of fine critical essays on a variety of sul‘)‘Jects.
It breathes an air of deep scholarship and its interests are .wxde and varied. The
song of Roland " was first given as an Honorary Readership Lecture in the Madras
university. It is a sympathetic study and conveys to the r?,ader the beauty and
spirit of the famous Old French epic, “ Fables ) and Fabulists ﬁyst read ‘as a paper
to the Lnglish Association of Madras, contains a wealth of mformalxon on an
interesting literary form, and the writer ranges with familiar ease over a wxde“ﬁeld,
revealing intimate knowledge of the literature of many  countries, The
Oberammergan Passion Play " is an account of Prof. Pillai’s impressions when he
had the good fortune to see the play in 1922, The essay holds the interest by the
attraction of its subject, as well as by the vivid and sensitive description. There is a
short study of ** Modern Literary Criticism,” originally aﬂbroad.cast"talk, and some
excellent views on education in * Personality and Education”, a presidential
address delivered at an educational ccnferen.ce in Travancore.

The second part of the book contains a number of reviews which firsi appeared
in the Literary Supplement of “ The Hindu”—They are more than mere reviews,
and acquaint the reader with several literary aspects.

The book should be of particular interest to the student of English Literature
as it introduces to its readers a store of eminept criticism, and provides scholarly and
sympathetic judgement on many literary subjects.

Olga Williamson (Old Student)

—

« The Working of ‘State Enterprises In India’ Published by the Employers’
Association, 15, Park Street, Calcutta—(A Review)

The Employers’ Association, Calcutta, has rendered a valuable service by its
timely publication of this pamphlet on * In Working of State Enterprises in India”,
Both for its fund of factual information and critical comments on the conduct of
State enterprises in our country up to date, it is well worth a study to the Student
of Public Utility Economics. Considering the imminent increase in Government
share of the aggregate capital outlay in our country from Rs. 1000 to Rs.
2500 crores within the next 5 years, and remembering the condition that public
enterprises, although motivated by welfare and service, will ultimately be justified by
the net returns which they yield, the devising of ways and means of operating them
with efficiency and without waste of resources becomes a matter of urgency. And
in this context we wish that the authors of this pamphlet have made more positive
and helpful suggestions than merely casting doubt on the wisdom of Mr, Gorwala's
recommendation for the creation of policy Board of Six Men of the highest integrity,
and generally demanding that Government owned undertaking should bq treated on
a par with joint stock companies in respect of costing and accounting in order to
ar‘r)ive at a correct assessment of this financial soundness.

M. S. Prakasa Rao.

Botany Association Bulletins—(A Review)

ins have been published this year by the Botany Association of
Presi d;lr:ro(l;):lllfgt: Their get up is made particularly attractive by the water colour
pa:in:ing g’n the cover pages. Interspaced with the articles also are five pieces of
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workman-hip depicting the use of water colours, ink, pencil and camera, In the
second bulletin in particular there are two contributions in this direction by the lead
of the Department, Dr, C. B, Rao. one in water colours and the other in pencil,

The fiest bulletin starts with an adticle by Dr. €. B. Rao-on ** Opportunities ™.
Here is luid emphiasis on how an ndividual at school or College  has immense
possibihtics to impnove the mind, body and emotion,  This is followed by an article
by Miss S. Padmini Devi of the staff wherein the origin of lfe is discussed.
“EFinbryosac ke pollen  gramns™, “ Some Indian Tinbers”, * Plants serving
mankind 7, ¢ colomr and its importance to the Plant body " are other articles of good
standard. Under the caption, * L remember ', happy reminiscences of an instruc-
tional tour to Ooty last September have been nicely  presented. ¢ Botanists at
Dinner ™ is another notable article presenting a vast collection of facts relating to
Economic Botany.

In these bulletins, besides these several instructive articles by the staff and
students, there have been good attempts at writing poetry too.  * Cream rose and
pollination ”" is one laudable prece.

For want of funds, we are told, the balletins could not be printed, It is hoped
that the nexy issues atleast wil be in print so as to be available for a wider
circulation,

Editors.

The Presidency College Zoology Magazine Vol. VIIL_(A Review)

This volume contains a series of interesting articles on several aspects of Zoo-
togy written by Presidencians, who, as mentioned in the cditorial note, are engaged
in scientific work of various sorts in this country and abroad.

The articles on * Parasites and Predators*, * Coppods ' ¢ Plankton ’ and
* Carp try * are technical and based on the research work of the authors. They are
of much value to workers in similar fields. Another article deals with pests -in the
vegetable garden and should interest not only the entomologists but also any
housewife with a kitchen garaen.

Articles on * right and left problem’, * hormones ' and *luminescence ' are
successful attempts at pr(rsenting scientific matter in a popular form.

~ There are two articles on ftossils giving valuable information about lite that
existed in the past geological ages,

The article on thg unimaginably fantastic fishes in the strange under water
world reads like ¢ Alice in wonderland ™.

‘ Aromorphosis ' points out the important mile stones in the march of
vertebrate progress from simple unimpressive beginnings to the present complex
spectacular condition.

~ The account of Iufra-human genesis of culture isas revealing as it is
enlightening.

There are also readable accounts of the tour and the exhibition conducted by
the zoological society of the college.

The volume is on the whole a valuable addition to publicatipns of the type
and the editor and the zoological society desecrve sincere congratulations.
Lditors,
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A previous editor of the Presidencian felt that the first and most striking
impression on entering college is the amazement bordering on awe, when one
perceives this lofty edifice confronting * the laughing living water”  While
concurring with him, it is also relevant to point out that this appreciation of the
masonry is not confined to anyone-it is well-nigh universal. In fact the Mona Lisas
and Holbeins lend an air of academic scholarliness to this institution.

It then comes as a pleasant surprise to note that so much scope is allowed for
extra-curricular activities that if you stray by mistake into the big English Lecture
Hall, any evening, you are sure to land plump into a meeting.

Our union has been noted for its readiness and willinguess to try innovations.
To celebrate U.N. Day a pageant was staged and the students found themselves not

only hearing gleanings from the great masters but also had the pleasure of seeing
them in flesh and blood

Special mention must be made of the College Parliament. which for once
proved to be the genuine ¢ITI’ probably because of the presence of Mr. B.
Ramakrishna Raju, the then President, The Madras Legislative Council

.........

The usual mock session of the U.N,Q. was staged with great success and we
may truly say that this feature has come to stay,

As was pointed out by someone last year in our college we witness the
curious anomaly of an electorate in which representation is given to students who
are going out while franchise is denied to students who are coming in. Evidently
the Constitution-Makers of our College know better. Morever the office-bearers of

our Union have proved that evén a limited electorate is capable of making good
choices. ‘

The History and Politics and Economics Associations arranged cultural tours
to Ceylon. We are yet to perceive whether the enhancement of culture was mutual.
There were of course the instructional tours of the Science Departments.

It is highly significant to note that we have not lost a single match for the
past two seasons in cricket. The strong team of last year is stronger now with the
addition of George Abraham. C. D. Gopinath, of course, continues to remain our
pride and glory and proves again and again that, for him, no amount of incense is
too much, no amount of praise too adequate.

We have won the Duncan again. Though it would not dojto be over.
confidently prophetic about the outcome of the other matches, namely the finals and
the semi-finals of the Pennyquick Trophy, our past record and our present potentiali-
ties would seem to rule cut the possibilities of 2 deteat.

From Sport to Histrionics, is a far.cry, but we could always say “ glory to
glory ™, *success to success”. The Presidency College Dramatic Association” was
able to put on the boards—that piece of_ coversational ﬁrework's._“The Importance of
being Earnest” (By Oscar Wilde), without detriment to either the conversation
or the fireworks, Anyway the performance definitely did disprove the confident
expectations of the positively pessimistic and the armchair scepticism of the
cynically amused.

The N. C: C. continues to do good work and one is sure that our cadets will
constitute the backbone of India’s army in times to come.

P-16
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In fact the number and quality of contributions received would not bear our
statement out.  There is the usial plethora of photos and artpieces, shortstories and
humorpus articles, but the same could not be said of poetry. All the same one has
the satisfaction of noting that no muse has been ignored.

Our Staff Correspondent,

From Our Secretaries:
THE COLLEGE UNION,

This year was a busy year for the Presidency College Union. The Up; ]
inaugurated” by Sir Dr. A. Lakshmanaswamy Mudaliar, Vice’chancellmmg? W}?]lb
University on 27th July 1951. the

A reception to the new graduates of the College was held
The autumn session of the Presidency College Parligament wa on 24th Au
ber 1951. Mr. P. V. Rajkumar was the speaker. Mr. Mahender Reddy, 1 :
Minister and Leader of the House made a  statement on India’s Fo -,)’ the Prime.
Chidambuaranathan, the leader of the Opposition initiated 4 genér,l] :i‘;“{zll;bPOllcy. Mr,
‘ SCussion,

1gust 1951,
s held on 10th Septeni-

_ The Union celebrated the United Nations Da
Lobo Prabhu, L.C.S., Secretary, Development Depn.r{/n?:ntzgt‘, OdOber 1951, M,
addressed the students on the occasion and this was fol)owéd bVelnment.of Madras,
Sagean}, entitled the * Triumph of Peace”. The Union arr'm}:};)e staging of the
ebgtea n th‘e course of “ll‘le year. .On July 30th Freshers'( 6% fora n umber of
subject discusssed being, “Co.education stands in t}e way of ghate was held, the
the personality and intellect of the individyal student”, y o the full devel()pmem of

On August 3rd a general debate was
“Gandhism 1s the only panacea for the illz o‘fNdb held, the subjec

international poli(iec
On August 10th. the All-Ladies U politics

‘ I ' Debate w:
‘Men have tried and failed ; womep alone can E:cdl?iilsld’ the sibject
« (4 C

bate for ¢ .
¢ parhame X

bes Parhament was fyol :

est form of Government for Inn;i'(\j' e

ntal debating

t discussed being,
discnssed being,
On August 31st a selection de norld peaee”

discussed being, “Dictatorship is {}e

subject
On November 9th at present”

: Inter-den;
different departments of the ¢ nter-departime

olle € Dartin: . contest was
different ments college particing . st was held and the
as “power of scientists has mcrea%e[d JCpated in the copteg The subjeet di d wed
team  prize was anmoxey | e S Inereasing and should be giy intehed T
Me Lakshminammna Chad'l):q '1ed (:hemlstry Department ; ‘mlmshc(j'; The
ghysms Department secyred ll?é f(i”l-t 'Sil?h!“m"”‘i“”- Mr. Chid: u}m. m“\m“lmt tt?e
sychology Department <o CUINvIdoal prize apd Aie o iranathan o
Y Y Department secureq th second il\(li\};gl"\ e Sundaa Tsae of the
’ ‘ wal prize
On Januaty 8th 4 Gene e

*Communism ang Capitalism ¢ il Debatg w

annot’co-exist
The Union was yriv; |
dignitarns Union as privileped 1o listen to o 1
aries. ovember 13 193 0 Ralixy of distinguished celebrities and
expevence in Sovyjet Russialavébl Poet Harmdranap (;l\:l]xt)">l':tli]&:q’lC:liﬁ:éto" the
+ Un December 13th, 1951 My l(‘Lhczt‘er.‘Bowles' the

a5 held, the subject discussed being
without an ultimate clash”,
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American Ambassador to India addressed the Union and pleaded for world peace. On
January 17th 1952 the College Union presented an address of welcome to one of its
illustrious old student, Sir B. N, Rau, the Judge-desinate'of the International court of
Justice. On January 22nd, 1952 an extra-ordinary meeting of the Presidency College
Union was held to honour the four top-ranking Russian delegates to the Indian
Science Congress, Professor Pissarcy of the Academy of Sciences, Moscow, Pro-
fessor Bannin of the Academy ot Sciences, Moscow, Professor Malyster of the Central
Statistical Board, Moscow, and professor Ryabuskcin of the Institute of Statistics,
Moscow. Sri Jai Prakash Narain, the socialist leader addressed the union on 25th
Feb. '52 and talked on the role the students should play in national reconstruction,

The Presidency College Union presented the mock session of the U.N. General
Assembly on 23rd January 1952. Mr. Robert M. Taylor, the American consul-general
in Madras, Mr. Paul C. Sherbert, the public affairs Officer, United States Information
Service and Dr, M. Abdul Haq the Principal were the distinguished observers. Mr,
Ashok Mehta, the leader of the Indian delegation moved the resolution, “Since the
U. N. O. has failed to achieve the object for which it was founded, it should be
wound up in the shortest time in the interests of Humanity. Sir M. Zafrullah Khan,
Leader of the Pakistan deligation opposed the resolution. After an interesting debate
by the delegates from Britain, Persia, Egypt, Nepal, Communist China, America,
Ethiopia and Soviet Russia, the resolution was narrowly defeated.

The Presidency College Union participated successfully in a number of
All-India Inter Collegiate Debates. Our team, consisting of Mr. Mahender Reddy
and Miss Padma Narayanaswami annexed the trophies at the Sree Ram College of
Commerce, Delhi and at the Hindu College, Delhi., Miss Padma Narayanaswami
was awarded the first individual prize at the College of Commerce, Delhy, third
individual prize at the Hindu College and the third individual prize at the
St, Stephen’s College, Delhi.

Mr. Mahender Reddy was awarded the first individual prize at the Hindu
College, Delhi,

Another team consisting of Mr. P. G, Ramachandran and Mr. Chidambara-
nathan annexed the trophy at the Maharaja's College, Mysore. Mr. P. G, Rama-
chandran was awarded the first individual Prizes at the Maharaja's College, Mysore,
the first grade College, Mysore and at the Intermediate College, Bangalore.

Miss K. C. Annapurna,
N. Nazir Ahmed.

THE ENGLISH HONOURS ASSOCIATION
The activities of the first term comprised:—

(1) The inaugural dddress by Mr, Sree Sree, the Telugu Poet on the poetry
of T. S. Elliot-Mr: A, E. Subramanian presided over the function.

(2) Mr. Press of the British Council gé.ve a lecture on “ Colloguial Poetry”.
Mr. Baliga was the president. ,

The activities of the second term were an improvement on the first.

(1) A boating trip to a small village fourteen miles from Madras. The picnic
was quite a success. ‘

(2) Mr. S. C. G. Bach of the British Council spoke on * The influence of the
Classics on English Literature " Professor V. K, Ayyappan Pillai presided.
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debate wa € w i i . : . Usmani in the Chair,

held ith the vice-President Mr. B, A m ' e :
(3) A& at O‘S}y l.litemgntlre affords us a proper study of mankind ”. The
- 3 n <

: S 4k ajority.
The 5‘?")"0‘“,'::; carried over by a large majority
proposition s of the third term are noteworthy :

The activitie en's Christian College addressed the members of
(1) Miss M. hgc;%rx?x:i::(z:zmwivcs m Koghsh fiction . Miss . Williamson
Tati on
the Association
.sided. NS iati Tni ;
preside ices of the English Honours Association an  University
(2) Under l‘i’:;aé:?:ﬁet:yol\lr. S. C. G. Bach of the British Council, He spoke

cxtenii{on[nl:rct,f"eProfessor V. K. Ayappan Pillai presided.
on " fe] .

al inter-collegiate debate with the Christian College English
(3) The ia?ir:)l,],'llvl:s beld. The proposition * Poetry affords us all the pleasures
Honours Aﬁ’h"l‘.: ?mr without ils disadvantages ” was won, the Christian College
of quogoilﬁ,ayl%he laurels. Professor V. K. Ayappan Pillai presided.
carrylt

(4) Farewell Social to seniors-Professor V. K. Ayyappan Pillai dellvered the
valedictory address.

Miss Rita Hazel D’Silya,
M. Salchidanandasivam.

HISTORY AND POLITICS ASSOCIATION.

The inaugural address of the Association was delivered by Dr. P. Subbaroyan
on 13th Angust 1951 when he spoke on ¢ India’s Foreign Policy *.  Professor T. B,
Nayar presided on the occasion,

The members held, in the course of the year, a few interesting debates on
some problems of current interest.

On 21st September 1951 Sri P. Ramaswamy Chetty, Special engineer, Madras

Corporation, addressed the Association on * Municipal Administration *. Dr. K. K.
Pillai presided.

The Association arranged for an excursion to Gingi Fort "and a special

instructional tour to cover all places of interest 1n Ceylon under the able guidance of
Professor T. B. Nayar,

The Junior members of the Association were * At Home ' to the Seniors on

Sunday 24th February 1952, Sti O, Pulla Reddy, I.C.S. was the Chief Guest on
the occasion,

The portrait of Sardar Vallabhai Patel, the gift of the Association to the

College, was unveiled in Febmary 1952 by Sri V. P- Menon who also delivered the
Valedictory address of the Association,

S.. V. Gopala Krishna Reddy.
ECONOMICS ASSOCIATION :

The inaugural address of the Economics Association was delivered by A. Rama-
swamy Mudaliar on 2081951, Subsquently instructive lectures were delivered
under its auspics by Sri, V, V. Giri on “India and International Peace”, and by
C.R. Stinivasan on “Modern Banking in India”. This year the high light of the
Association’s activity was a Symposium_on the draft Five Year Plan in which all
members of the staff of the Kconomics Department took part. Encouraged by this
the students organized their own debate on the same subject, on 9-11.-1952,
observed by Miss Saraswati Bhatji; another debate on the advisibility of India re-
maining within the commonwealth, presided over by Sri G- Sethuraman, followed.
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The Association continued its practice of conducting Educational Tours by taking out
a party of 32 students and two members of the staff on a Tour of Ceylon and Fay
South of India during the Chirstmas Holiday. The Indian Mission in Colombo were
“at home™ to the party; besides, they had interviews with the Management of the
Meenakshi mills, Madura, the Rajapramukh of Travancore-Cochin State and the
Administrator of the Cochin State and the Administrator of the Cochin port, The
Association wound up its activities with the Valedictory address delivered on
21-2-1932 by Sri B. Natarajan, Economic Adviser to the Government of Madras,

Balarama Sastry,
PHYSICS ASSOCIATION:

The inaugural address of the Association was deliverd on 14—7_.1951 by Dr.
Gill of Alig%xh University on “Cosmic Radijation”,

The follow lectures were delivered by students: —

K. Venkatarangan, B. Sc., P. G. I1. gave a lecture on “Birth of Modern Phy-
sics” and a lecture on “Radar” Demonstrating our college Radar Unit.

P. Sundaraja Rao, IV (Hons) gave three lecturers on “Astro-Physics” dealing
with “Astro-nomical Spectroscopy” and *Solar System".

Iswar Chandra Vidya Sagar, 1V B.Sc. read a paper on “Infra-Red Photo.
graphy”.

Dr. Gopalakrishnamurthy, M.A., D, Sc. spoke about the universities in
England, Holland, Germany and Italy,

There was an educational trip to Bangalore and Mysore and to places of inte-
rest such as Hindustan Arrcraft, Indian Institute of Science, Porcelain Factory,
Mysore Silk Factory, Chamundi Hills and Brindavan Gardens.

The Valedictory address of the Association was given on 1691952 by Dr.
Wallenschek, B. Sc. on * Electron-Microscopy".
G. Ethirajaly,
J. V. Krishnamurthy.

THE CHEMICAL SOCIETY :

The Society began its activities for the year by assembling on the Fyson Park
Lawns on the 22nd August at 4-30 P. M. to bid a “painful farewell to Professor
M. V. Sitaraman who was the Professor of Chemistry in the College from 1942 and
the President of the Society for over nine years. Dr. B. B. Dey and Dr. M. Abdul
Haq were among the celebrities who participated in the function and spoke highly of
Professor Sitaraman’s services to the Chemistry Department, in particular and “the
College in general, On the 24th August, the Society was “ At home " to the new
graduates in co-ordination with the College union. ,

The activities of the Society were inaugurated by Dr. Sree Kantan, D, Se, of
the Stanley Medical College on’ the 6th September who spoke on the indispensable
usefulness of the analytical chemist to the modern industria] world.

Sri N. Venkatasubramanian and Sri V. Lakshminarayana Chadga, both of
V honours represented the Department in _the Inter-Departmental oratorical contest
held under the auspices of the College Union and the team was adjudged the best.

On the 10th of November, 1951 Mr: Mathan Jacob, B.Sc. (Hons.) of the M.Sc,
Class read a very instructive and interesting paper on “Resonance and its applica-
tions to Chemistry ",
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In January 1952, the members of the Society went on a two-day educational
tour to Nellikuppam where they visited the Sugar Factory and the Alcohol distilla-
ries.

On the 5th February, Dr, J. M. Tripod, M.D., of the ¢ Scientific Research
Department Ciba Ltd. addressed the members of the Society on  Some aspects of
Chemical research”, when he stressed the need for cooperation between the Chemist,
Pharmocologist and the physician for the advancement of Chemotherapy. Many
distinguished chemists of the city attended the meeting.

K. Venkatasubramanian ,
Bhoopalan.

THE GEOGRAPHY ASSOCIATION.

b
The first meeting of the association for the academic year 1651_—52 was
addressed by Mrs, Shaw. There were six ordinary meetings during this year,
The tollowing persons delivered lectures :
1. Mis. Shaw, * Holland today’ 10th August, 1931.

2. Mr. C. Jayadev, Anthropological Curator, Madras Museum, * Racial Ele-
ments among the peoples of Indi:?with special reference to the aboriginals’-—14th
Septermber 1931, :

3. Dr. M. Abdul Haq, Principal. ‘Recent Visit to Arabia’-1st November 1951.

4, Mr. A. K. Kasturi, Assistant Professor, Geology Department, * Paleogeo-
graphy’ 28th November, 1951.

5. Mr. Haridev Sugrive, ‘Fiji Islands ", 8th January 1952,

6. Dr. T.S. Sadasivan, Professor of Botany, University of Madras, *Soi.
borne diseases of plants*. 28th January 1952.

Twa film shows were arranged during this year, by the courtesy of the Briti;h
lnformation Services and Burmah Shell (India) Ltd.

Excursions were an important part of our activities:

1. The 4th Hons. students visited Chingleput, Mahabalipuram and
Tirukkalukundram.

2. The 4th Pass, students went to Vellore and Tirupati.

3. During the Christmas holidays a party of 3rd and 4th B.Sc. students went
on a fortnight tour of South India visiting Salem, the Mettur Dam, Hydro-electric
works and fisheries, Yercaud, incinding the coffee and Orange estates and bauxite
mines, the Agricultural College and cotton mills at Coimbatore, the _Cement factory
at Madukkarai, the Hydro-electric works under construction at P9r1(1galk11thu, the
port and the naval base at Cochin and also the Rayon Fertiliser, Standard Potteries
factories at Alwaye and the Tata Oil Mills.

This term two batches of students have made a survey of certain aspects of
Tirattani town. Following the plan adopted last year, the assoctation has awarded
prizes to the students doing the best practical work in the 5th Hons. and in the 4th
B.Sc. Pass.

The Prizes are awarded to :——~ (1) P. R. Sethumadhavan of 5th Honours and
(2) Miss B. Ruckmini of 4th B.Sc. Pass,

G. Pattabiramgn,
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THE MATHEMATICS ASSOCIATION.

The inaugural address of the Association was delivered on 25--7_.51 by Dr.
U. Sivaraman Nair of Travancore University. Dr. Nair spoke on “Testing of
Hypotheses”’ one of the interesting subjects in Statistics, Dr. K. R, Nair of the
Forest Research Institute, Dehra Dun, delivered a valuable lecture on “ Experimen-
ten Designs” on the following day. Mathematicians like Dr, V. S. Krishnan and
Mr. S. Mahadevan, Secretary, Indian Mathematical Society also addressed the
members of the Association,

We are happy to report that there were two meetings during the year at which
Mr. N. Balasubramanyam (V Hons. Mathematics) and Miss K. Savitri (P.G.I. Maths.)
read interesting papers.

The Valedictory Address was delivered by Mr. S. Venkateswaran, I.C.S. on
27-2-1952. On the occasion, the portrait of Mr. G. A. Sreenivasan, Retired
Professgr of Mathematics of the College presented by the students and staff was
unveiled.

On 26-1-1952, the members of the Association had a one day trip to Poondi
to visit the Hydro-Dynamical Research Station and halted at the Red Hilis Lake
on the way. )

E. Tarakaraman.
T. Anandan.

THE BOTANY ASSOCIATION.

The inaugural address of the above association was delivered on 13-8-1951
by *Mr. K. N, Anantaraman, I. C. S,, Director of Fisheries, Government of Madras.
who spoke on “ The Role of Biologists in the Development of the Country*
Dr. C. B. Rao, the president of the Association was in the Chair, " yo

On 24-8-1951, Mr. T. V. Subramaniam, Crop and Plant Protection Assistant
Government of Madras, addressed the members of the Association on “ Economic
Mycology . Mr. G. K. Ramachandran, Assistant Lecturer in Natural Science
Government Arts College, Madras, gave an interesting talk on * Succulent Plants »
on 4-9-1951. The lecture was illustrated by means of lantern slides,

“Plant Life_Past and Present” was the subject of a lecture given by
Mr. K. R. Viswanathan, Final Honours student, on 7-11-1951. A very interesting
lecture was delivered on 11-12-1951 by Mr. A. H. Sundararaman, Retired Professor
oif: B(}tany, Ananda College, Colombo, who spoke on * Vital Linkages and the Web
of Life’, . i

On 25-1-1952, Mr. S. N. Ramaswamy, final Year P. G. student, gave a talk on
‘ Indian Vegetation’. A symposium on Plant Science was held on 29-1-1952, j
which the students of the IV Honours Class participated. Dr. C. B. Rao Profes's .
of Botany, addressed the members of the Association when he spoke on ¢ Pastur:;
and Fodders’,

During September and October 1951, botanical tours were made to Kodaikanal
and to Nilgin Hills,

The Valedictory address of the Association was delivered on 14-2.
Mr. M. Kantiraj, Deputy Director of Agriculture, Madras, 0 1421952 by

Mi;s N. Shans;.
D. K. Swamsnathgy,,



124
THI SANSKRIT ASSOCIATION.

The inaugural address of the above Association was delivered by late Sri P. S.
Viswanatha Iyer, 1. C.S,, on 13th August 1951, The activities of the Association
reached its climax, as on 3rd November 1951, when a Sanskrit Drama ‘ Pratima
Nataka® was staged at Rasika Ranjani Sabha under the immediate presence of
Sri K. Chandra Moauli, Mimister for Local Administration.

Miss R. Maya.
K. P. Rangaswaiy.

THE ISLAMIC HISTORY AND CULTURE ASSOCIATION.

The inaugural address of the Islamic History' and Culture Association was

delivered by the Tlon’ble Justice Basheer Ahmed Sayeed on Wednesday 22nd August.
The Principal presided.

Professor W. C. Smith of McGill University, Montreal, Canada addressed the

members of the above Association on 22nd October. The Principal presided over the
function,

A reception was given to Al-Haj Professor S. A. W. Bukhari Saheb and Al-Haj
Mr. Anwar-u-Haq Saheb on 23rd October on their return from Pilgrimage to Mecca.

Md. Aminuddin,
THE GEOLOGY ASSOCIATION,

The inaugural address of the Geology Association was delivered by Sri K. Raja-
gopalaswamy, Chief Geologist, Associated Cement Company, Ltd., Bombay, on * World’s
Mineral Resources'. Another equally important address on ‘' Minera] Resources of
India " was delivered by Dr, M. S. Krishnan, Director, Geological Survey of India.

) ‘The Association arranged a farewell party to Sri A, Parthasarathy, B.Sc, (Hons.)
Assistant Professor who has been deputed for higher studies in the United Kingdom.

Our warmest congratulations to (1) Dr. M. S, Krishnan, Ph- D. {London) a distin-
guished old student of the department on his appointment as the first Indian Director of
the Geological Survey of India. (2) Sri R. S. Paramasivan, M.Sc. and sri C. Peria-
nayagam, M.A. for their appointment to the Indian Administrative Service.

A research paper on the Scapolite cale granulites of Pallavaram, an important and
significant find in the region, has been contributed by Professor T. N. Muthuswami, M.A.,
F.A.Sc. to the Madras University Journal. .

The Association congratulates Sri A. K. Kasthuri, M.A., and Sri T.S. Naga
sundaram, M-‘{&. for being awarded the M.Sc. Degree by Research. The subjects of their
work were C0ntribulions“ to  Geology and Stratigraphy of some Cretaceous areas in
Trichinopoly District” and ""The Crystallipe Complex-Sivamaiai'’ respectively. Species
of Rhynconella, Hemiaster and Pentacrinus so for unkown in the area have been dis-
covered and described by Sri A. K. Kasthuri in his thesis.

Sri V. Ramachandran, B.Sc. Hons., now a research scholar in the department was
selected for field training by the Government of India in the Geological Survey of
India.

Instructional tours to Cuddapah, Trichinopoly, Salem and Trivandrum were under-
taken. The Final honours Students continued their mapping in the area around Rayal-
cheruvu, Anantapur District.
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THE PSYCHOLOGY ASSOCIATION.

The inaugural meeting of the Association was held on 13th August 1951, when
Dr. T- M. P. Mahadevan delivered the address. The Speaker traced the close telationship
between Philosophy and Psychology. On I7th August 1951 the members were **At Home"
to Sri B. A, Nandagopal who left for the United Kingdom on Government Scholarship and
to Sri P. Rama Rao the new Assistant Professor to the department. On the Same occasion
a warm welcome was accorded to the new students of the department. On 2]st August
1951 Dr. W. Adisheshiah spoke on the “Recent trends in Psychology”. By the kind
courtesy of the British Council the Film “Children on Trial'-a dramatization of the
problem of child delinquency was screened on 6th September 1951. On 7th September
1951 Sri Narayana Menon, Chief Inspector of Certified Schools led a discussion on
“Delinquency and its causes”. On 14th September 1951 Miss A. P. Maniben read a
paper on “'Ihe Scientific Interests among high schaol puplils”” based on her investigation
at different schools.

The Association organised the First Psychology Exhibition which was opened by
the Hon’ble Sri B. Gopala Reddy on 16th November 1951, It was well appreciated and
attended by the public on all the three days. By this exhibition, a sum of about Rs. 650
was realised for the scholarship fund of the association. ’

Sri Gopala Reddi on opening the exhibition said that it was a matter of extreme
gratification that the three year old Psychology Department in the college has succeeded in
organising such an interesting exhibition. He was sure that it would be an eye-opener to
many who were not well acquainted with the activities of the department. “May your
endeavours bear fruit and instill a new curiosity and inquisitiveness into the mysterious
workings of the mind” he said.

On 21—2-—1952 Mr. Hariedeo Sugrieve, a research student read a paper on
“Education and choice'’.

The members had the unique opportunity of listening to Professor S. K. Bose,
Head of the Applied Psychology Section, Calcutta University on 12th February 1951. He
spoke on ‘" Applied Psychology”.

The valedictory address was delivered on 18th February 1952 by Mr. Dale Maurice
Riepe, M. A, United States Full-bright Scholar in the Madras university. He spoke on
A Psychoanalytic Approach to Philoscphy”.

C. R. Paramesh.
THE KANNADA ASSOCIATION.

The inavgural address of the Association was delivered on 29--8—1951 by
Mr. M. Mariappa Bbat. Mr. Raghava Baliga was in the chair. The speaker advised the
students to fellow iu the foot steps of great men. On 7—11--1952 a debate was held :
the topic being ‘‘In the best interests of the country the congress should come to power”,
This was followed by two more debates for the selection of two members to compete in the
Oratorical competition held under the auspices of the University and Dakshina
Bharata Hind Prachara Sabha, Madras. ;

On 13—2—1952 an extra-ordinary meeting was held. Mr. C. K. Tirumalesh deli-
vered an interesting lecture on ~ Kavi Ratna Ratna''. e

K. Krishnamurthy.
THE URDU ASSOCIATION.

The inaugural address of the Urdu Association was delivered by Al Haj Afzal-ul.
glama Dr. M. Abdul Hag with Mahender Reddy, the Student-Chairman in the Chair on
31st October 1951. The speaker dealt on the progress and improvement of Urdn language
and said how different words of various languages have found a place in it. On the same
occasion a hearty reception was given to Al Haj S. A. W. Bukhari Sahib on his return
from Haj Pilgrimage.

P-17



126

A playlet "Anaikali” was enacted on the Graduates Reception day. An
ordinary meeting was addressed by Mr. [yder Ali Khan on the “Unique features of Urdu
Poetry’” on Z5th January 1952, .

The Valedictory address was delivered by Dr. Yusuf llassan ol Jamie-Millia,
Delhi.

Md. Ismail Sheriff
THY HINDI ASSOCIATION.

The irauguial address of the Association was delivered by D’andit Sunder Ram,
. Sharma, M.A., M.O.L., M.E.D., under the presidentship of Professor Bukhari, M.A., 3T,
on the 7th November, 1951. On 25th October 1951 two students of this Association
participated in the Oratorical Competitions held at Madras in connection with the Indian

Cultural Celebrations. Jestmall Jain.
THE MALAYALI SAMAJ.

The activities of the Samaj were inaugurated by the {Ion’ble Sri K. Madhava
Menon on 13 8 1951, The samaj celebrated *Onam’ on 12’9‘1951 \Ylth Mr. K. M.
Unnithan, 1. C. S, as the Chief guest, A tea party amd a variety entertiinment were the
high lights of the day. The Samaj successfully staged a Variety Eutertainment on
23-11-1951 consisting of a drama, ~ Bhagonabhavanam’, one T'ableau, a Dance drama

and also a shadow Play, A Golden Dawn', Special mention must be made of the

dance recitals of Kumari Padmini. The proceeds from the entertainment, which was
widely appreciated, go to our scholarship fund.

Some of our students went on excursion to Mahabalipuram on 13-1-1952.

A meeting was held on 13-2-1952 to condole the death of Dr. Chelanat Achutha

Menon. Professor Ayyappan Pillai presided.
Y ' Miss Kunhamma Chacko.

K. P. Ramachandran Nayar.
THE TAMIL HONOURS ASSOCIATION. .
The chief aim of this association is to develop an aptitude for the critical study
of literature among students. The year’s activities were inaug(grated on '18-9:-.1951 l?'y
Miss E. T. Rajeswari Ammaiyar with a lecture on Kovalan  in Silambu.
Professor G. Govindarajan presided. The following meetings were held this year:

]
Z‘ Date. President. Speaker. Subject.
7

1. 19-10-51 Mr. L. Murugan, M.A.  Mr. M.K. Thangavelu, M.A. *Kannagiyin .
Theemurai' .

2. 24-10-51 Mr. V. Krishnaswamy, Mr. N. Krishnaswamy, “Korugiya Mottu”
III Hons, V Hons. .
3.  2-11-51 Mr. N. Kumaraswamy Miss R. Rampurpam, “Bharathi
Raja, 111 Hons, 1V Hons. _ lakiyam.
4. 8-11-51 Miss S. Kanaka Sundari Miss T. S. Kamala, “Man Pidikka
I Hons. 11 Hons. Chonna Mayil"’
5. 19-11-51 Miss R, Sampurnam, Mr. V. R, Mahalingam, “Theindha Kudu-
IV Hous. 111 Hons. miyun Oyudha
Ullanum™.
6. 30—1-52 Mr. K. Palani Chetti-  Mr, V. Krishnaswamy, “Iakkiya Vanil
yar, IV Hons. III Homs. | Nammil Silac”
7. 13—2-52 Miss T. S, Parvathi, Miss S. Kanakasundari, Vada-malar .
111 Hons. 111 Hons.

Miss R. Sampurnam.
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THE TELUGU ASSOCIATION.

The inaugural address of the above Association was delivered by Sri Kota
Sundararama Sarma, M.A, M.0 L, M.Ed.,, the then Lecturer in Telugu, Vivekananda

* College on 27th August 1951, On 19-9-1951, Nyaya Siromani Vedala Tiruvengala-

charlu spoke on ** Poetics, with special reference to Modern Poetry™.

Sti G. V. Krishna Rao, B.A., Research Scholar of the Madras University delivered
a speech on *' Aesthetic Experience’”, cn 20-9-1951.

* Andhra Kavita Visarada' Tapi Dharma Rao spoke on 5-11-1951. The subject
was ' the place of Vijayavilasumu in k:‘rabandha Literature”, On 13-11-1951 ' Kulapati®
Adivi Bapiraju, B.A,, B.L., spoke on = The beginnings and Development of the Telugu
Novel .

Besides these, many subjects of literary and linguistic interest were discussed on
different occasions. We sent two students to Tirupati to represent our Coliege in the
inter-collegiate debate conducted by the University, An essay-writing competition and an
elocution contest were held, for the first time under the auspices of the Association during
the year and prizes were awarded to the successful candidates,

The valedictory address was delivered on 19-2-1952 by Sri Tenneti Viswanathan,
Leader of the Opposition, Madras Legisiative Assembly.
P. 8. Chewdary.

THE TAMIL PERAVAL

Our Peravai was inaugurated by Dr. B. Natarajan, Economic Adviser to the
Government of Madras on 3—9-1951. He delivered a lecture on *‘ Anma'. Mr. R. P.
Sethu Pillay presided over the function and spoke about the greatness of Tamil. On
11—9—51 an oratorical competition was held on ** Barathi Makkal Kavi® and *‘Barathi.
yuvm Paratchium *'. Mr. S. Sivaramasethu, IV B.Sc. and Miss S. Kanagasundari,
III Honours won the first and second prizes. QOn 21—9—1951 we celebrated Barathi Day
on a grand scale. Mr. R. Krishnamoorthy, Editor “'Kalki” spoke about Barathi and distri-
buted the prizes. We conducted debates on ** Hindu Code Bill will prove good ”, * Pri-
vate enterprises will not help to solve the economical problem of India "’ and on several
social, political and economical problems of the day in the course of the year. S. Siva.
rama Sethu, S. Chidambaranathan, K. Palaniappa, V. Krishnaswamy, S. Lakshmanan,
N. Krishnaswamy, Miss Sampurnam, Subramanyan, Mahalingam, Balasubramaniyan,
K. Gandhi, Muthuswamy and others distingunished themselves at various debates and com-
petitions beld in the city during the year. On 13—11—1951 V. O, Chidambaram Pillay
day was celebrated. Mr. M. P. Sivagnana Gramaniar spoke on the services of V. O.
Chidambaram Pillay to the country and his great work in the literary field. He also
spoke about the importance of celebrating his memorial day. On 25-—~1—195Zan extra-
ordinary meeting was held with Professor G. Govindarajan in the Chair. Mr. Mariswamy,
Editor ** Kandipam "’ spoke on ‘America and India '. He clearly pointed out the differen-
ces between the social and economic life of America and India, He also suggested some
methods to raise the coundition of India to that of America. We conducted Namasivaya
Mudaliar Rolling Cup Competition for this year on 14—2—1952.

Messrs, Arumuga Mudaliar, Vanmeganathanand Muniappan were the judges.
Guindy Eogineering College won the cup. Mr. Mayappan of Engineering College and
Kalyani of Queen Mary’s College were awarded individual prizes. Miss R. Sampurnam
won the first prize, in the essay competition conducted by Thyagaraja College, Madura
and the second prize in the Debate conducted by Dakshana Baratha Hindi Prachar Saba,

Miss T. S. Kamala secured the first prize in the Tirukkural competition held under
the auspices of our College. We congratulate them all,
S. Gopalaratnam.
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“C" COMPANY 1st MADRAS Bin. N. C. C,

I'he strength of the colleze coutingent remained as it was like last year and we had
a good response from the students to make up the full strength. The recruits evinced a keen

interest in the training as is evident from attendance on parade which was quite good-

through out the year.

' We have had two training camps this year; one an N. C. O's Cadre at Saidapet
Holiday Home and the other the Anunual Camp at Avadi.  On the Parents Day at Avadi
camp cadets of our company put up a demoustration in “SECTION EMBUSSING and
DEBUSSING” which won the appreciation of all, including the high ranking Military
officials.  We won the following prizes in this annual camp :

Tug of war ... Ist prize
Route march Competition ... 1Ind prize
IFoot Ball ... Runpers up
Inter company championship-

Welington Shield ... Runners up.

One of our officers Lt. Nandagopal left for U, K. for further studies.

Lt. Ramadas and 15 cadets of this company took part in the Independence Day
Parade on Island Ground on 15th August 1951, ‘The same number of cadets togk part in the
Guard of Honour to his Excellency the Governor at the Senate House on the occasion of
the Convocation of the Madras University. 1Ten cadets of this company took part in the
Republic Day Parade. The N.C.C. unit was commanded by Capt. Raghavan of this
company. Our company represented the Ist Madras Battalion in TUG of WAR in the
N.C.C. Sports Rally held at the Corporation Stadium Grounds last week and brought
credit to itself and to the Battalion by winning the trophy for TUG of WAR,

One of our cadets V. R. Swaminathan has been selected for the National Defence
Academy. We had hundred percent results in the B’ and "‘'C” certificate exams held in
Feb. 1951, CQMS Janakiraman stoad second in the Battalion.

P, R. Achar, C.S. M.

RSP

From Our Captains
WOMEN STUDENTS’ SPORTS ACTIVITIES.

This year there has been an increase in the number of women students taking part
in games and Athletics. We entered for all the games in the Inter-Collegiate Tournaments.
In Tenikoit we won 8 matches out of tea. We had a tie with two other colleges for the
2nd place. In Netball we won 3 out of 6 matches. We bhave still 2 more matches to
play. In Tennis we won th: Inter-Collegiate Championship this year. A. Kapns}mma
and Maragathavalli are our Women Tennis Stars. Our College Women Athlatic Team
entered the Inter-Collegiate Sports held on the 16th February.

TENNIS.

In the League Tournament we won 3 matches and lost 3. We could have won
more matches if M. Suryanarayan our stalwart player had been able to talfe part
in them., Four of our leading Tenunis Players made the trip t0 Hyderabad with our

hockey team and played mauny friendly matches with the Nizam College and Osmania

University. They were able to create a good impression of our College standard.

Efforts are being made to improve the College standard in volleyball and basket,
ball. We hope to form good teams next year,
V. R. Ramaswamy,
Captain,
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VOLLEY BALL.

Though we cannot boast of much this season, yet we have something to our credit-
Compared ta previous years, our team was better and with a little more practice we could
have given a sterling account of ourselves in the league matches in which we lost four
matches and won two, Of our new players, {handapani deserves special mention for his
hard hitting.

We wish the team of next year the very best of luck.
A- Kn Siddiq.
HOCKEY.

Our College Hockey Team has done quite well this year also. In the Inter-Colle-
giate League we won all the matches except the match against the Government Arts
College. Our Hockey Captain Basheer Abmed Usmani gave bis team plenty of practice
by arranging practice matches with other clubs in the City. Even in hockey the Madras
Collegiate Athletic Association has not yet conducted the semi-final and final matches.
We hope to win again the League Championship and retain the Maharaja of Mysore's
Cup in the knock out tournament which we played on a slushy ground at the Loyala
College. We were beaten unexpectedly by the Christian College by a solitary goal.

During the Michaelmas Holidays our Hockey Team went on a short tour to
Hyderabad and played friendly matches against strong teams like the ‘“‘Deccan Airways"’,
“PDeccan Blues”, The Nizam Railway Recreation Club, The Hyderabad City Police etc,
Qur Players gained plenty of experience. Most outstanding and consistent performance
in these matches was by P. S. Ramakrishna Reddy our College Goal Keeper.

Syed Ali Hussain the College Centre-Forward and P. S. Ramakrishna Reddy our
Goal-keeper were selected this year for the Madras University Team.

Bashir Ahmed Usmani,
BOXING.

This sport bas slumped in recent years., DBut this year’s students proved that they
were not afraid of hard knocks. Mr. F. Kapadia an old student and Boxing Captain of
this College was good enougn to come everyday and coach our boxers. We fielded a team
of 8 in the Inter-Collegiate tournament, All our boxers fought cleanly and to the end.
S. L. Smallet of IV Haus, became the runnet-up in the light-heavy weight class, as he
could not take part in the finals owing to a sprained ankle. He was selected for the
Madras University Team in his weight. Others who found well were E. N, Venkatesan
our Boxing Captain, Hussan Ali, Janardhan and Eric Michzl.

The Inter-Collegiate Sports for men will be held in the 2nd week of February.
Our Caollege has decided to enter it.
E. N. Venkatesan.

FOOTBALL.

Regular Football practice started a bit Jate this year. This accounted for our
failure in the league matches against strong sides like Pachaivappa’s, Law and Medical
Colleges:. We won against Arts College and Thyagaraja College. Our Team improved a
great deal after many friendly matches with other clubs in the City, We are hoping for
better success next year.

Smisles 4. Owen.

CRICKET-
Our College possesses this year a cricket team the like of which it had not

gathered at any time before in its long history. In C.D. Gopinath we have a Test
Player of a high calibre. To the Provincial team we contributed this year three players
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C. }). Gopinath, M. Suryanarayan and Vijaya Raghunath, better known as Chinna Dorai,
while the Madras University selected from our College for its team no less than six players
pamely 5. Viswanathan, C. 1) Gopinath, M. Suryanarayanan, A. R. Sridbhar, R, Chiona
]')om'l‘ and George Abraham.  C. D. Gopinath could not play for the combined Universi.
ties Feam against the M.C.C. owing to a severe sprain in his left shoulder, It should be
ff'” fresh in your memory C. D). Gopinath came to the rescue of India in the 2nd
Jest Match at'Bo'ml)ny avainst the M. C. C. by scoring 50 not out in the 1st innings and
42 in the znd innings. Ile also played in the 3rd Test match at Calcutta and in the final
test match at Madeas, Ie scored a classic 35 of which there were 7 boundaries. You
are alsq aware, how useful the Presidency College trio C. D). Gopinath, M. Suryanarayan
fmd Chinna Dorai have been to the Madras State XI in their matches against other states
in the Ranji Trophy Cricket Tournament. In the Inter-Collegiate league and knack-out
Fournaments C. D. Gopinath, M. Suryanarayan and Chinna Dorai scored centuries this
year. We won five league matches and drew two. We are waiting to play the semi-final
and final matches. In the knock-out Tournament, we are to play the final match. We
hope to win easily both the league finals and the knock-out finals. Gecrge Abraham,
K. S. Ramamurthy, Chinna Dorai and Lakshmana Rao have done well in bowling.
George Abraham a very gond all rounder has been the saviour of the team at critical
moments besides always being a good bat and the main wicket getter. His omission in
the Madras State X[ is rather surprising, Young S. Viswanathan bhas done his job very

well as a Captain in keeping his team together.
S. Viswanathan.

ATHLETICS.

The' College day and annual sports ¢
D. S. Reddi, Director of Public [nstruction, presided.
various sports prizes by the Director, the fuuction conclud
party at the Fyson grounds,

ame off on the 3lst of January. Mr.
After the distribution of the
ed with a pleasant evening

The results weretas follows :—

MEN'S LEVENTS :—100 et res o S, Kadirvelu 1,
200 metres dash : S. Kadirvelu 1, N(Ilg ggthyan:myanan 2 400 metres dash ¢ S. Kadir-
velu 1, Bashir Abmed Usmani 2; 800 metres race : G. Ramaswamy 1, I. Rathnakara
Alva 2; 1600 metres race : G. Ramaswamy 1, Bashir Ahmed Usmaui 2; 110 metres
Hurdlgs: S. Kadirvelu 1, P. U, Nadappaz-' 200 metres Hurdles : S Kadirvelu 1,
R. Vijayaraghunath ; 400 metres Huydles : ,S Kadirvela 1, R Vijayaraghunath'Z;
Long Jump: I. Rathnakara Alva 1, S. Kadirvelu 2; High Jump : S. Dar_)dapam 1,
. Rathnakara Alva 2; ITop step and jump: [ Rathnakara Alva 1, Rajamanickam 2 ;
Pole Vault: Smiles A. Owen 1. P. Abdulla 2: Shot put: p. C Surendranath 1,
George Abraham 2:  Discus Throw : S. L. Smaller 1, P. Abdulla 2; Hammer Throw :
S.L. Smaller 1, P. Obal Reddy 2; Javelin Throw: K. Kannao 1, Neelakantan 2;
1600 Fast cycliug: C. G. Bhaskar 1’ P. Abdulla 2.

WOMEN's EVENTS :—Netball Throw: Rajaranga
Jump : Maragatham 1, Indira Menon 2; Long Jump:
Sack fight : Rasheeda 1, Sarojini 2; Staﬁ'mce: Ve aswathi 1,
Three legged race: Shanta and Sita 1, Nirupan and Rita 23 50 etres race : Mara.
gadham 1, A. R. Fathima 2; Skipping race: Maragadham 1, A. R. Fathima 2;
Balance race : Miss Lily Cyrac 1, Lahtha Peters 2; Deparimontal relay : Nat. Science 1,
Politics 2; Ball Throw relay: Miss Cherian (Arté) 1; Miss K. S. Sita (Science) 2.

OLD STUDENTS RACE:—Old Students over 40: Mr. Enoch 1, Sri T. N.
Muthuswamy 2; Old Students under 40: Dhan Singh 1, V. Sivanna 2; Staff race
(men) : Sri Leelananda Rao 1, Sri Nagamani 2; Mized Event : C. D: Gopinath and
Ghaoti 1, Nirupan and Partner 2; Past vs. Present (4 x 100) : Present 1, Past 2.

M. Sathyanarayana 2 ;

mani 1, Sarala Devi 2; High

Maragatham 1, Fathima 2;
E. Williamson 2;
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CHAMPIONSHIP MEN :—S. Kadirvelu, V Hons. Geography.

CHAMPIONSHIP

WOMEN :— Maragadhavalli.

Statham's Cup for the best Cricketeer :—C. D. Gopinath Il . G, Econ.

COLLEGE TOURNAMENTS FOR MEN,

TENNIS.

Open Singles
Open Doubles

Second Court Singles

WINNERS.

: P. S, R. Reddy.

- V. R. Ramaswamy and
P. Abdulla.

+ G, Ramaragava Reddy.

3rd & 4th Court Singles : K, Kunhikannan

Nambiar.

3rd & 4th Court Doubles : P. Jayan & Gnanaolivy,

Handicap Singles
Handicap Doubles

BADMINTON.
Singles
Doubles

Mixed Doubles

Fives

- V. R. Ramaswamy.

. N. Nagendranath Reddy
and Balakrishna Rao.

‘WINNERS.
N. Nagendranath Reddy.

P. S. R, Reddy and
Narasimhan.

Vatsala Varma and
Viswanathan.

N. Nagendranath Reddy.
C. V. Subramanian.
Sriramulu,

Jayaram Naidu.

Aleem.

MEN INTER-GROUP COMPETITIONS.

Hockey Winners— Division ‘¢ i—

History, Economics,

Football Winners—Division ‘D i—

Geography & Natural

Volleyball Winners—Division ‘B :—

Chemistry, Languages,
Basket-ball Winners— Division ‘D’ :—Captain I. Ratnak

MEN INTER-GROUP ATHLETICS.
Winners— Division ‘D' :—Captain S. Kadirvelu.

4 X 100 relay

4 X200 ,, " ”
4 X 110 Hurdles " "
4 X Long Jumb " 3

Sciences—Captain Smiles,

RUNNERS.UP.

Achuthan Nair.

M. Suryanarayan and
P. S. R. Reddy.

. C. Surendranath.
1. Rathnakara Alva.

Govindaraja Shenoy and
K. Padmanaba Gowd.

P. S. R. Reddy.
B. Vittal Rao and P. Jayan.

RUNNERS-UP.
P. S. Ramakrishna Reddy.

Jayaram and Sri Ramulu.

Miss Annie Cherian and
Surendranathan.

Sadasiva Reddy.

S. Viswanathan.

Mohd. Issaac.
Chandrasekhara Reddy.
Venkatan. .

Politics—Captain Nasit Ahmed.

A, Owen,

Psychology & Islamic History—Captain Dandapani.

ara Alva.

D. S, Ramanujam.

.,  Alagudeivamani.
» L Rathnakara Alva.
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MADRAS UNIVERSITY REPRESENTATIONS.

Cricket =-(1) S. Viswanathan, (2) C. D. Gopinath, (3) R. Vijayaraghunath,
{(4) M. Suryanarayan, (5) A. R. Sridhar and {6} George Abraham.

Hockey :—(1) P. S, Ramakrishna Reddy and (2) Syed Ali Flussain.

Doxing :—S. L, Smaller.

WOMEN COLLEGE TOURNAMENTS.

WINNLRS. RUNNERS-UP:
Tennis I Court Singles :  Kannamma Appa Rao. V. Vatsalavarma,
Lennis [f Cowrt Singles :  Margathavalli, Sarala Devl.
Tenniloit Singles : Kamala Daniel, Margathavalli.
Tennikowt Dorbles : Shanta Manickam and Sarala Devi and
Prabhavathy Kamala Daniel.
Badminton Singles * V. Vatezalavarma. Annie Cherian,
Badminton Doubles : Kanpamma Appa Sarala Devi and
Rao and Mangalavalii. G+ Nirupan.
Tennis Doubles : Kanvnamma Appa Rao Annie Cherian and
and V., Vatsalavarma, Sarala Devi.

WOMEN INTER-GROUP COMPETITIONS,
Netball Winners (Arts) :—Captain Lalitha.
Badmintonn Winners {Arts) :—Captain Kannamma Appa Rao.

The Old Students’ Association.

List of Patron and Life, Members enrolled during 1951.
Patron :
Sri S. Parthasarathy, Junior Proprietor, '* The Hindu', *Sabarmathi”, 115,
Mowbray’s Road, Theynampet, Madras.
Life Members :
1. Sri A. U. Kandaswamy, “Mercury House’’, No. 24, Pantheon Road,
LEgmore, Madras-3. (Partner, Nelson & Co., Madras-7).
2. SriS. B. P. B. K. Satyanarayana Rao, No.2-54, Luz Church Road,
Mylapore, Madras.
3. Sri N. Raghunathan, No. 30, Alamelumangapuram, Mylapore, Madras.
4. Sri H. S. Mehtha, Merchant, c¢/o Bapalal & Co , Rattan Bazaar. Madras.
5. Srimathi Shanthi Kamath, No. 199, Sir Habibullah Road, Thyagarayanagar,
Madras.
6. Janab Oosman Mohammed, Merchant, No. 95, Godown Street, Madras.
7. Srimathi Maithreyi, V. V. Student, ' Vani Vilas’, Badriah Garden Street,
P. T., Madras.
8. Sri M. V. Sitharaman, (Retired Professor of Chemistry), No- 24, Deva-
sigamani Mudali Street, Lakshmipuram, Royapettah, Madras.
19562,
1. 2nd Lft. Sri P, R. Viswanath, Officer in the Army, No. 2, Karpagambal
Nagar, Mylapore, Madras.
Srimathi Malathi Kasthuri, No. 23, Royapettah High Road, Madras.
Srimathi K. Semana, No, 43, Luz Church Road, Madras-4.

L]

OUR PLAYERS

OUR CAPTAINS

HOCRKEY
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Lakshmana’s Character as Depicted in
Valmiki’s Ramayana.
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* MARRIAGE PARTIES
* PICNIC PARTIES

* GARDEN PARTIES

* SOCIAL FUNCTIONS

and on any other occasions.

Please consult us before you place your
order elsewhere

Official Caterers to

(1) THE MADRAS LEGISLATURE
(2) INDIAN HOSPITALITY COMMITTEE

(Defence Forces)

e A

MYSORE CAFE

HOTEL & RESTAURANT

" CATERING DEPT. LODGING DEPT.
178-79, Netaji Subh_auhlndr! w 182.83, Netaji Sabbatchandra -
Bose Road Bose Road
PHONE: 3139 ' PHONE: 4257
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