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Specialities

Single Yarn, Double Yarn,

"~ Cone Yarn, Cheese Yarn
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The very name Farcules
implies STRENGTH

Of all the heroes of ancient Greece,
the strongest was Hercules. To-day
the name still stands for strength

“unequalled, the famous Hercules
cyclehas proved ieself the strongest
in the world.
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‘ THE
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LIMITED

Estd : 1923

Head Office :
MASULIPATAM
Paid-up Capital & Reserves
Rs. 37,45,000
“Total Working Funds Exceed
Rs. 6,00,00,600

CHAIRMAN
S, R. Y. SIVARAMA PRASAD
BAHADUR GARU
Rajah Saheb of Challapalli
DEPUTY CHAIRMAN

K. SUBEBARAO NAIDU GARU
Masulipatam

Madras Branch: 322-23, Linghi Chetii St.

Thyagarayanagar Office:
87, Pondy Bazar, Thyagarayanagar

Mylapore Office:
No. 77, Kutchery Road, Myiapore.

Branches and Sub-Offices all over the
Circars.

The Bank accepts all kinds of deposits
at attractive rate of interest.

2articulars can be had from any Offlce
of the Bank.
‘BRI TADEPALLY SRIRAMULU GARTU,
Managing Director.
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TROUBLE AHEAD
TN  Washington last month, the win votes, will not hesitate, if they

£ senate elections subcommittee con-
ductea an investigation into one of
ithe most bitterly fought election
campaigns of 1950—the one in which
Senator Robert Taft, Republican of
Ohio, was re-elected, defeating tie
Cemocratic Party candidate, Joseph
Ferguson. At the hearings of the sub-
cominittee Mr. Taft said that the toral
spent in the election on his behalf by
various groups was about £12.0600
dollars.  The opposition, he charged,
spent 2 million dollars frying o hasi
him. Alr. Fergusen, in his turn,
counter-attacked My, Taft saving that
the “Democrats in Ohio are poor” and
spent only 107,000 dollars, wherens the
Republicans actually spent aboul 5
millions for th Taft  campaign.
According to the Federal Corrupt
Practices Act, a candidate for the
Unitegd States Senate may snend no
more than 25,000 dollars on his con-
paign and a candiduaie for the House
ol Representatives no more than 5,000
dollars.  The ESenate enquiry hos
proved these legal targets to be utterly
{arcical, and lent weight to the
proposals ¢f some of the politicians
for a chanee in the American Iaw on
campaion expenditures. The cost of
clection camnaigns in U. 8. A. i3
reflected in the corruption scandeals
which have grown to gigantic propor-
ticns in the administration, defying
all the attempts of the President and
" pthers to curb them. An excessively
costly outlay on clection expenditure
means a correspondingly vicorous
attitude of grab for the exploitation
of victory after the elections. Those
who spend a large fortune seeking to

.power,

succeed, {o resort (o every means open
te them {o make good their losses and
acquire additional gains. Heavy clee-
tion expenditure is bound up with
aggressive post-clection corruption.
In he clecltions now going on i
Indina, the dice ave heavily loaded in
faveur of rich leandidates. In the
nmatter ol capacity to spend money to
catch votes, the Congress holds on
advantageous position as the bulk of
ity candidates are drawn {from the
richer classes. Also. as thic party in
the Conaress is better placed
for the purpose of propaganda. Frow
Pandit Nehru downwards assurances
Liave been given that Governmenial
power would strictly be kept separato
{remy Congress parly activity and thoe
cune would not be allowed fo meire
info the athor, But in actual practice,

-these assuranees have been honoured

only in ihe hreach. The Cong
President's propaganda tour is in it-
seli an diustration of the mix-up of
party ends with ofiicial nosition,
u weuld not have been poszible in
the mauncer in ~vhich it tools place hut
for ithe President being also the Prime
Minister. Minicters have complelely
abdicatzd a large pard of their cineial
duties in recent wecks for the sake of
narty propazanda, and rather than
{furnish this (;Lplom_h]e example of
lack of application to duty, it svould
have been more honourable iF they
had resigned outright for the diga-
tion. It has alsg to be recorded that
some of the Congress Ministorn in
Madras State have sp

SRt

andd

il ]um_u: Sums
cut of public revenues on thelr consti-
tuencies as o sort of bribe (o

g



, ce ,themselves ‘in- local favour.
Minister 1in: particular categori~
cally asserted in- a- press conference
that, right or. wrong, he was bent on
'using Government resources on elec-
§ ‘tloneer‘mg,*let,crltics grouse as they
.pleased.. Altogether, in these electivns,
# Congress leaders in power have abused
" their. official positions in the crudest
‘and most shameless manner, without

. "any sense of propriety, restraint, or

' ‘even decency.”

LA 16-4s -an” indication of the level to
which “the Congress has sunk that,
desplte 50 much abuse of authority,
the results have been so poor. The

. number of seats won is no indication

- of public support in the case of the
Congress. One fact that has definitely
‘emerged from the results of the polling
so' far is that an overwhelning majo~
rity of the population have voted for
non-Congress candidates. Congress

“seats have been won largely less by

.

S@i‘t@ Voce

INSPIRATION FROM
LAGADO

. R. DESHMUKH confirmed, the
*4&75  other day that .an assurance
Jhad been given to foreign oil compa-
‘nles, who were establishing refineries
in India, -that they would not be
natxonalxsed for a specific number of
years. .He added . brightly that
“sinular assurance would be given to
Sdéserving’ ‘Indian  companies”.
The Finance Minister forgot to specify
. who were to. ‘measure the deserts of

oA

S -

the Indian suppliants for survival and
--by. what' vardstick.' The Congress
. lg}overn‘ment’sﬁ ‘cat-and-mouse  policy"

the strength of the Congress candi--

‘dates electorally, than by division in

the ranks of its opponents. In demo-
cratic systems of government there

"is a fair measure of correspondence

between public opinion and the rela-
tive strengths of the various parties,
and the victorious party has on ils
side the support of the majority of
the voters. But the Congress is in
the anomalous position of coming
out victorious in the elections with
the support of a minority of voters.
The bulk of the people are already
shown to be anti-Congress, buf their
poiitical viewpoint is not represented
in the dispositioh of seats in the
legislature owing to defects of  the
electoral system and the unscrupulous
character of some of the party bosses
in power. We are in for Govern-
ments after the ele¢tions that will not
have solid popular backing. 'Trouble
alone can come out of thls not pubnc
welfare. S

with Indian indvostry has not bheen
calculated to inspire canfidence in the
one or the other.
L% 2 £
Foreign capital has heen so demon-
. stratively “shy” that the oil com-
panies aforesaid may huve deserved a
q'zzd pro quo for courageously break-
ing tite ice. And the Government for
their part in the business scem to feel
like patting themselves on the. back.
Mr. Deshmukh sees this deal not
as the flicht of a stray swallow
but as the real onset of the sum-

N

mer of our industrial felicity. But
I have never been able to take this
alleged “shyness” seriously. It seem-
ed to me that foreign investors held
off not because they were really afraid
they might be putting their heads into
the llon’s mouth. As wary pedlars
they knew thali well-simulated in-
difference is a powerful bargaining
counter. They stocd out for that five
per cent extra, which they now seem
like getting,

- * *

If ever India were in a4 mood to
repudiate her contracts with the out-
side world, she would b2z made to
realise soon enough that it did naot
pay. . But the Congress, far {rom
wishing to subject foreion interests to
special  disabilities, has loudly pro-
claimed its {aith in C. R’s famous
‘eroton’ treatment. Crores of nioney
have been wasted cn a Jdam project
now gcrapped. Sir M. Visvesvaraya
asks why American experts  should
have been ealled in to advise on such
costly schemes when I‘mmn engineers
as  good as any in the world were
available. The reply is that the Con-
gress has developed an impenetrable
colour-blindness for quality.

* * x

The old veteran added, with  par-
donable vexation, “One characteristic
of the present administration seems
to be lack af confidence in its own
people.” Actually it is something
worse. The administration, when it
accasianally  thinks of patronising
indigenous talent, displavs an unblest
facility for picking out the wrong
man. For key-positicns il sclects men
who are afificted with an incurable
dilettantism and a tolal amnesia as
to what the world has thought and
done. Mr. Shanmuknom Chelll hos
been decorously making fun of the
Planning Commissicn’s anbition to
restore pre-1939 production levels by
1056. The Commicsion’s confidence of
achieving that goal, modest enough
though it be, I find far more comic.

# * >

Do you remember 8wifls  des-
cription  of  the  Academy - of
Lagado? There the ‘projectors’, the
opposite number of cur planners,
“contrive new rules and methods of
agriculture and building, and new

instruments and tcols for all trades
and manufactures; whereby, as they
undertake, one man shall do the
work of ten; a polace may be builf,
in.a week, of materials so durable as
to last for ever without repair;......
with innumerable otirer happy propo-
sals.” There was only one snag in it:
“the only inconvenience is that none
of these projects are yet brought into
perfection; and in the meantime the
whole country lies miserably waste, the
houses in ruins and the people without
faod ar clothes.” Daoes not that pro-
phetic gleam hit off our plight to a F?

& *® »

An expansive M. P. {from the South
who fancies himsell cast in the mould
of Palmerston complacently remark-
ed the other day, aneni Mr. Nchru's
coquetting with Soeialism,  “We are
all Socialists now.” So were they all
projectors in Lagado, True, there
was o man here and there who “be-
ing not of an enterprisng .spmt" was
“content to go on in the «ld forms, to
live in the house his ancostors had
built, and act as {hey did in every
part without innovation.” DBut these
men “were looked on with an cye of
contempb and il-will, as enemics to
art, ignorant and 111connnonwmlths
nien, pmfeum" their own case and
sicih before the general inprovement
of their country.”

% * [

The truth, which made the ragged
idealists of Larado see red, was that
the traditionalists Ilm'u,h(d when by
all  reckoning  thiey  should  have
heen long azo dead. Our CGovernment
in i%s pursuit of “praciical Socia-
lism”  systematically  makes men
neorer in order that they may
hecome rich., It is bhent on giving
and to the “tiller”. At the same
time it expects  torow-more-food”
miracles. It discovers on clection-cve
that industrial labeur must be kept
from wilting by tiw promisc of pro-
vident Iunds by ordinunce, But
AMr. Nehru blames Jaya Pragush for
encouraring the voultine ambitions of
ratlwaymen and promising to extract
sunbeams out of cucumbers. Such
pot-and-kettle amenities are the rich
diet on which the Indian vater is
asked to sustain life.

VIGHNESWARA
9



LIKE Diogenes of old, Rana Jang
A4 Banadur Singh is going about in
_his constituency, holding aloft a lamp
~in his hand in broad daylight. He
:1dld me, as he " told. thousands of
"rothers, that he sees darkness all
around under the ' tyrannical rule of
. :the Congress Party. (A bright sub-
“editor  of The Statesman gave the
~ story the Xoestlerian caption . of
- #*Darkness  at. Noon”.) -Jang Bahadur,
- of course, does not subscribe to the
‘philosophy of either Diogenes or Koes-
. $ler.  Rana Saheb is not a-cynic like
Diogenes, nor an alarmist like Koes:-
. ler. Nor is he a sceptic, stoic or Epi-
curcan. Diogenes himself was not a
cynic in the sense in which the term
has come to be understood in the pre-
sent day. He was called 2 cynic
“.because he lived like a dog (Sanskrit:
Sunaka). Gilbert Murray tells us that
“-Diogenes lived in a pitcher—and not
in a tub as is generally supposed. 1t
. was Diogenes whom Alexander visited,
.and asked whether he wished any
~favour to be conferred on him—only
to be requested that Alexander should
step aside in order to let the sun’s
rays fall upon Diogenes!

- - "Jang Bahadur’s bright idea of carry-
“-ing the lighted lantern has brought
< him many a voluntary worker. “This
is Presidential stuff,” as the charac-
ter said in The Senator Was - Indis-
- creet. James Burke, one of the best
photographers of the American. Life
.. Magazine, is so impressed with some of
" the electioneering ideas that he is tak-
ing a large number of pictures of
“these candidates. Another candidate
who has attracted the camera’s atten-
tion is D. G. Kulkarni, whose camel

.- has entered many homes without ask-"

~. Ing the residents to clear out.

- ~A.candidate who has chosen the
.- “Bleycle” as his symbol has been
.. faced 'by -an opposition-slogan, “Be-
~.'ware.of Cycle-Thieves.” The sugges-
. tion Is that the symbol of the “Cycle”
. ~has -‘been appropriated by a non-

8

} By V.V.PRASAD

cyclist. For the candidate usually -

moves about in a limousine; and the
bicycle is being used only for the
duration. The Congress Party has set

up a large number of black-marke-

teers as its candidates, and only a few
honest men and women. Principal
Gurumukh Nihal Singh told me that
the local Congress leaders themselves
had approached him to stand as. a
candidate, and he accepted their
nomination after much hesitation.
But one section of the Delhi Pradesh
Congress Committec opposed his
candidature at a later stage. Even the
Congress High Commend was not too
willing to accept him, because he had’
written an article in the Hindustan
Times which did not favour the
combination of the Prime Ministership
and the Congress Presidentship in one
individual—in the controversy that
arose about the Nehru-Tandon tussle.
It was only after a great deal of dis~
cussion that Principal Mihal Singh
was accepted as an official nominee
of the Congress—for the revered
Principal did not stcop to the method
of visiting the members of the High
Command in sack-cloth and ashes.
The surprise is not that the Gongress
High Command displayed so much
hesitation in accepting a man of inte-
grity and ability. after having invited
him to stand. The surprise is thas
they accepted him at alll*
* * ®

The main pre-occupation of Princi-
pal Nihal Singh is to keep the elec-
tion expenses to less than Rs. 2,000,

which is the maximum prescribed by -

the rules. But ‘there is one Congress
candidate who is spending about
Rs. 2,400 per day at the rate of Rs. 6
per head of 400 paid workers. The
learned Principal told me that some
of his own friends are angry with him
because they want him to win, and

they therefore want him to spend’

money lavishly. “A man who spends
a lakh of rupees for his election,”
said the genial educationist, “spends it

only in : expectation of monetary
returns of a lakh or four lakhs or
more.” Principal Nihal Singh weas
never a member of the Congress
Party; it is therefore quite easy
for him to be honest. But other
candidates, both in the Congress and
outside, have been adopting very
guesticnable methods in their electio-
neering. )

One candidate is trying to force all
the members of his staff to ask their
wives to canvas for him. Some of
the husbands backed out on the
groung that their wives are Commu-
nists, or haters of politics, or ill.
Some of them could not back out; so
they are forced fo go round with the
daughter of the candidate, although
they themselves announce privately
that they are going to vote for Sucheta
Rripalani. The wives of members of
the staff are not the personal servantis
of the daughters of the bosses; they
are not, when you come to think of it,
even the servants of their husbands.
But in this country where man is
master and woman is slave, nobody
even pauses to think of such ques-
tions—except the women.

One of the posters of Sucheta
Kripalani has been neatly posted out-
side the Hindustan Times office. A
rival candidate, who works in an office
in the vicinity, tried to obliterate this
poster by pasting his own poster on i*.
But a few hours later, one of the wor-
kers of that office tore off the new
nester, so that Sucheta's poster re-
appeared once again. Such is the
battle of the posters!

# x *

One of the candidates, standing for
election as an independent, was asked
by the Press what his election mani-
festo was. He replied that he would
serve his electorate by securing elec-
tricity for those who rave no supply
for their domestic use at present. He
would give preference to people from
his constituency when giving jobs in
his business-concern. He would thus

.

serve his voters. He was asked
what he would do if he was not eleci-
ed. He would not in that case serve
the electorate in this manner, he said!

A bullock was found dead in the
heart of New Delhi over the week-end.
A large crowd collected round the
bullock, and discussion took place as
to the ownership of the bullock. “Why
did the bullock die?” asked one on-
looker. “Because half the Congress is
dead,” replied another. “How come?”
The wit pointed to a poster nearby
bearing the picture of Jawaharlal
Nehru and of the Congress symbol,
two yoked bullocks. One of the bul-
locks is dead, said the wit.

The existence of the people of India
under the Congress regime has been
as miserable as that of the yoked bul-
locks. What a symbol to choose! The
Congress Party will complete the un-
finished business of reducing us to
the position of actual bullocks, and
yoked ones at that, There is a Telugu
proverb which brings out the misery-
of the people in a feudal society. It
can be freely translated as follows:
“It is better to be born as a dog in the
Rajkumari’s Palace rather than as a
human being.”

Lao Tse has a similar tale to tell.
Lao Tse and his disciples were going
through a forest one day, and they
heard a woman weeping. Lao Tse
sent one of the disciples to find out
what the matter was. The disciple
came back, and told him that the
woman was weeping because her son
had been eaten up by a tiger. Not
ounly that; another of her sons, and
her husband had also been eaten up
by a tiger at different times. “Why
does she not leave the forest? Did
you ask her that?” asked Lao Tse.
“Yes. She said that she lived in the
forest because there is no bad Gov-
ernment here.” Lao Tse told his disei-
ples: “Mark that. For it is better to
he eaten up by a tiger than to live
under had Government.”

Which of us does not admire what Lycurgus the Spartan did? A
young citizen had put out his eye, and had been handed over to
him by the people to be punished at his own discretion. Lycurgus
abstained from all vengeance, but on the contrary instructed and
made a good man of him. Producing him in public in the theatre,
he said to the astonished Spartans:—1 received this young man
at your hands full of violence and wanton insolence; I restore him
to you in his right mind and fit to serve his couniry.”—~Epictctus.

2)



saw h1m first at the Central
) : Secretariat in New Delhi. He came
;Vout of the office of a Minister on whom
*"'he had' called accompanied by the
¢ . Minister’s ~secretary. - He stopped in
. “the passage-way and kept on talking
« earnestly with the secretary, then they
- moved on slowly towards the exit and
- he was still talking. He went up to
=+ his- car, the chauffer held the door
- -open, and he still kept on talking. His
" face was serious and his voice earnest.
- After standing there in the fairly
~ strong, midday sun for more than a
_'quarter of an hour he shook hands
_with the secretary and left. Only the
--.gtars-and-stripes flag on the bonnet
"~o£)the car gave a clue to his identity.
.. He'had come unaccompanied. He was
~dressed simply, more simply than a
" high-powered American_ salesman
- even. Certainly he was the most
< simply dressed diplomat I have yet
--seen. in Delhi, a place which veers to
ultra-snobbishness in the matter of
male dress. He wore one of those
narrow, soft-collars with a pin hold-
. ing the lower ends together which is
- tather out of fashion now. This pre-

disposed me in his favour at once as
.. T am somewhat allergic to the Ameri-

can .male dress which is aggressive
~when it is not badly cuf and tailored.
. The same evening I saw him at a
“reception given by a certain associa-
tion. ‘He was dressed in czemng dress

.- with: black tie and an ordinary white

shirt 'with soft collar. He was ac-

companied by his wife who was dress-'

ed very simply and who had on a

light, pale-red coat which had seen

many.- years of wear. Her hair was
_ not marcelled: it fell up to the neck-
- line and one could sce that nothing
more expensive than a simple brush-
ing was all the attention it had receiv-
ed. There was a faint touch of lip-
. gtick. but no rouge, no pencilled eye-
brows. Her forehead and face were
Uned and it was:what might be des-

: _.cribed as an intellectual face. So was '

- his, the:face of a college presxdent a
: ‘counsellor of youth.

VThe receptmn ‘began with the pass-'

FIRST IMPRESSIONS OF AN
: AMBADSADOR

v By J. VIJAYATUNGA

ing of cups of tea and coffee. The
guests stood arcund in groups. He

. was talking with Sir Archibald Nye

and I drew near. When he had finish-
ed and turned my way I told him my
name and that I had written for an
appointment for an interview which
an editor had asked me to get, He
said that he had been fravelling in
the south of India and that there was
a pile (he raised one flat palm over
the other to describe the size of the
pile) of letters he had not yet seen.

But he told me to ring up his secre- .

tary and get the appointment fixed
for a day which he named. He added
“You'd better ring her up tomorrow
itself. I am leaving for the States on
the eleventh.” Then we talked of
Ceylon which he said he must visit
sometime this vear. He clso spoke of
the New York correspondent of an
Indian paper whom he had met. There
was no conventional sign that the talk
was over and that I had better scram
put I made my bow and withdrew.
He is a tall man, big-framed but
not heavy. His fece is oval and
rather pale, not ired-blooded, which
heightens the impression of the col-
lege president as one sees in America.
It is a rugged face and till you see
him smile you wouldn't think it was a
very attractive face. But when he
smiles his face lights up and he is
transformed. When he speaks there
is such utter absence of side and
affectation, and so little of that un-
necessarily painful American drawl
that you are charmed. Most people

- speak their words out of phrase-books,

especially diplomats and back-slapp-
ing, “Aren't-we-brother-Rotarians”
type. His words seemed each of them
thought out. Ta us used to the sight
of memsahibs with their insincere
How-do-you-do’s, Oh-my-dears and
Sahibs with their [I-must-says and
Yes, of courses this was a refreshing
contrast. I must say, that for once,
Anglophile that I am, I felt almost
sold on America.

And this feeling was increased when
“he began to speak. It wasn’t by any

means a very distinguished gathering

except for the presence of certain
diplomats such as the Afghan ambas-
sador, Sir Archibald and Lady Nye,
the Papal representative, Mr. and Mrs.
K. P. S. Menon, Prof. Abdul Majid
Khan and a few cthers. Most men
in his place would have said a few

platitudes and sat down. But he spoke

with every sign of earnestness and all
the force at his command as if he
were addressing a very important
gathering. Here was someone who
was something more than a diplomat:
here was a man who had the real
interests of an understanding between
America and India.

He began by saying that he did not
claim that everything America did was
right and everything that the others
did was wrong. He only wanted to
place the facts before us. Briefly he
traced the beginning ef American
policy from the no-entangling-alli-
ances warning of Washington to the
Monroe doctrine. He s2id how when
the first World War started he was a
boy and his father came home and
announced the news adding that it
wouldn’t affect them, that they (the
Americans) would have nothing ta do
with it. “We all settled back com-
fortably,” he said. Then he described
how America was drawn in, then how
later President ‘Wilson formulated the
League of Nations and how “a hand-
ful of wilful men” wrecked Wilson's
plan, how yet agaiir when the second
World War started, America had no
intention of joining in, why tlhose
intentions could not be kept up, how
there had been the utmost friendli-
ness between China and America and
how tens of thousands of Americans
had lived in China, how America had
supplied troops and war material to
both Nationalist and Communist
China for the purpose of driving back
the Japanese, how the differences
arose later, and the part that General
Marshal played and how he (failed,
and why America is in Korea. He
deplored the rearmament programme.
“Every tank might be a school play-
ground, every airplane might be hospi-
tal or clinic.” America, ne said, want-
ed Korea for the Koreans, but America
could not get out of the war unless
there was an assurance that it would
not start all over again belween south
and north Korea. Then he referred

.

Sri (v, Ramachandra NRao, candidate for
ifouse of tlie Ycople from Vijayawada.

to India. America and India, he told
his listenecrs, have dillferent bock-
grounds but both arc working towards

the same conception of a free world.

He spoke, of course, more exhaustively,
and with deep-felt convictions. I have
just tcuched upor: the main . points
of his speech.

When he sat down there was pro-
longed applause. In Delhi where not
a day passes without some celebrity or
other making a public speech this was
the first time that I had listened
raptly to what a speaker said. And
yet he had used no riictoric: he had
no magnetic perzonality, so to say.
In sending Mr. Chester Bowles to
India America has 3ent an  expert
completely aecording to specifications.
If one may say so without sounding
{lippant one would like to say, “Mr.
Truman is to he complimented.”
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ration, and

:,‘.‘,NO,.Qn,e in Istanbul:is likely to for-
=\ gzet the funeral of Marshal Chak-
_.mak. Right in the middle of the cere-
~ mony, a band of burly, heavily bearded

men pushed through the assembled

government officials~and foreign dip-
. Jomats. The men elbowed aside the

" ‘military guard of - honour, took the -

body over, marched with it to a ceme-
.,rtery,;and proceeded to bury it in their
. own, orthodox MoSlem way. ' There
~were official ‘gasps, consternation, red

Taces. The formal funeral was hastily
- called off. But no one dared to order
- the arrest of the intruders.

In Istanbul and Ankara, passionate
posters appeal to the faithful to wreck
statues of Kemal Pasha, the founder
of modern Turkey who warred on old-
fashioned religion. Throughout Tur-
key, statues of Kemal have been
‘mutilated, there have been clashes
. <b.et\xeen students and religious fana-
. tics, hundreds have.been arrested, and
huge mass meetings have been called
-to denounce and protest.

. One could cite 'hundreds of such
examples. - But even these few serve
to show the depth of the religious
fervour sweeping Turkey.. _Long kept
down by Kemal Pasha, the Moslem”
Church——the tens .of - thousands of
meuzzins and Koran teachers—is on
the warpath, It wants more than the
right to grow beards, wear fezzes or
preach in Arabic. It is now intent on
regaining its old position as the arbi-
ter of private lives and public policy.

Oddly enough, the revival of -
fashioned religious fervour-is fzotl)g-
product of one of the most remarkable
revolutions of this day-<-a revolution
that” has sharply changed Turkey’s
;soclal structure, with barely a nose-
‘bleed to show for it. :
+'The story of Turkey’s new revolu-
tion ‘goes back to 'that day in 1919
‘when Mustapha Kemal Pasha emerg:
‘ed_ from the wreckage of the old
L L ¢ !

TURKEY: TWO REVOLUTIONS |
- IN A GENERATION
Y By MARK GAYN

' Despite « 'sééozzd ‘indusirial revolution, withi

‘ / ) , Within one -
+ ek s an accompanying revivel of religious ot
- Turkey still has o long way to go if she is to justify her
o membersth in the Western community of nations.

Jervour,

Qttomgn empire:. Kemal was an
imperious, hard-faced soldier, with a
tremendous driving power, great cou-
rage, a fierce. desire to rebuild Turkey
as a modern nation, and a lust for life
wine and women. He was formerly’"
called Ghazi (“Hero”), he himself
preferred tc¢ be known as Ataturk
(Father of the Turks) and his ene- -
mies used less flattering terms. = Yet
1o one could deny that he and his
‘Young Turks” remade the country.
They revived the demoralized Turkish
.army enough to defeat the Greeks, the
French and the British. They anﬁull-
ed the “unequal” foreign treaties. /
They curbed the power of the igno-~.
rant Moslem preachers, abolished the
fez, the veil and the harem, and
brought education up from th;: 16th‘
century to at least the 19th century.
Most important of all, they took
:I‘urkeyis first modest steps towards
industrialization. Since there was not
{enough p_rivate capital, Kemal took
the State into industry—into railroads
an.d shoemaking, banks and ceramicér
shipping and cigarettes, foundries and
slgughter-houses. This was the begin-
ning qf Turkey's first Industrial
flevo!utmn-of State-in-business or
.etatlsm.” When, wasted by too much
?}_\;lsn% Kemal dtied in 1938, his poli-
vere  continu i
aides, Ismet Inonu. ¢d by one of his
As etatism spread its tent
new class began to emergeag}eséhg
cities. It comprised the ‘great land-
lc;rds of Anatolia (Asiatic Turkey)
who came to enjoy the flesh pots of
Istanbul and Izmir—and stayed on to.
reap the profits of usury and specu-
lation. It: included the landlords’ sons
who studied in pniversities and refus-’~ '

. ed to go back' to the boredom of

Anatolian villages. It finall

. y embraced
the rich Greek, Jewish and Americ:t(;
traders of the great Turkish ports.
i The new mercantile class wanted to
nvgst its money in new business, but

A
Bt

wherever it turned it ran into State

competition. By the time World

“wWar II ended, this restless and ag-

gressive class had begun to think' of
politicai action. It found a champion
in the new Democratic Party, headed
by Celal Bayar, an aging ex-Premier
and Istaubul banker.

A legend has it that when the war
ended, President Inonu decided he
would make Turkey a.democracy by
creating an Cpposition partv. Thus—
the story goes—he called in Bayar and
told him to form a new party. Bayar
took a splinter off the ruling People’s
Party, and formed it into the Demo-
cratic Party. . :

Whatever the truth, the new party,
financsd and provided by the mew
mercantile c¢lass, soon proved to be
4 thorn in the Government’s side. And
when the last elections came around,
in May. 1950, the party became the
rallving point for both the new-rich
in the cities and the half-starved

" peasantry of Anatolia. To its own sur-

prise, the Democratic Party won more
than 400 seats, and Inonu’s People’s
_Party slumped to a mere 69.

Celal Bayar became Turkey’s third
President. ‘Throughout the country,
Democratic  bosses began to erase
Tnonu's name from the streets, parks
and schools. The Parliament began a
great debate on what to do wi@h the
memory of Ataturk—now that his pro-
gramme' was being junked. The
Moslem Church has been given certain
freedoms—and violently demanded
more. And, with most of her own
peonle unsware of it. Turkey was in
the midst of her second Industrial
Revolution within a single generation.

Since that crucial mid-AMay day in
1050, the new Government has been
moving toward two main roals. One
has been free enterprise—and the end
of hated etalism. The other has been
tichiter bonds with the West.

The progress in the first direction
has been painfully slow, and there has
been much anger and complaint.

ahour which voted for the Democrats,
i5 still waiting for the premised right
to strike and organize freely. The
peasantry is still waiting for a major
redistribution of land—though more
has been done in the past year than in
the five which preceded it. And even
the wealthy backers of the Democra-

tic Party are not !joyous. -Thus far,
the State has sold only one of many
industrial plants—a textile mill—to
a private invester. It has announced
the transfer of the State tobacco, tea
and match monopolies to private
hands. It has set up banks to get
rid of its shipping and agriculture
interests to private buyers. Finally,
foreign investors have been promised
a free hand. .

This is not much. Yet many of the
Srickbats tossed at the Government
have been undeserved. The Democrats
have inherited a State machinery and
tradition steeped in corruption and
inefficiency for which they are not
responsible.

Ancther hgndicap is that Turkey is
siill an agricultural country. Some

" 87 per cent of her 21,000,000 pcople are

sants, and landlords are still her
richesi"men. They sometimes own 10
{0 20 villages; dominate local politics;
form a powerful bloc in the Parlia-
ment: and contrel the right wing ¢f
{iie Democratic Party.

Finclly, wide-open iree enterprise is
impossible  because there is sy
nct enough private mwoney to do tiie
jub. Theve are plently of rich men in
the narrow strects of Galata, business
heart of Istanbul, but they wouid
rather invest in rugs or land or usury.

wor the momenl, therefore, the
vear-cld  Industrial Revolution 1iI
represents mainly a shift in the
salance of political power—Iirom the
landlovds te the nierchants and ban-
kers. But the hand of history is
plain. The trader has won his cru-
~ial hutile, and {rom now on he must
orow stronger. ‘ ’

If history runs true, the trader’s vic-
tory will bring with it socinl progress.
There is plenty of room for it. One
has only to travel to castern or souihi-
arn Anatclia whefe the villages are
tuili of mud and horse dune: where
the landlords own everything from
the village store to water itself; where
there are onlv two hosnital beds to
each 100,000 of populaticn; and where
Nliteracy is overwhelming.

Ankara’s sccond headache today is
supplied by defence. With a long and
exposed frontier with Russia, Turkey
has long fell herself in danget.

Impelled by this fear, Ankara was
enly too habpy, early in 1947, to sub-
seribe to the Truman Doctrine. Under

NeNg
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it,.thus-far, the U. S. has supplied
. about half a-billion dollars worth of
- mmjlitary equipment; has sent a mili-
-tary mission now numbering some 700
.. officers’ and men; and has reshaped
. .some of the ways and strategic con-
- ’cepts of the Turkish army.

Along with . the physical change
there has been a change. in strategy.
No one knows when the enemy will
strike. ‘But if -the blow ever falls,
few experts now think that Turkey

“could, or should, defend her entire

,-/: (},‘

~vulnerable frontier. Thus the concet
. of the “Iron Triangle” has come into

“being. Formed by the Taurus and

‘Amanus mountain ranges, the “Tri-
-angle” points its sharp apex north and

has its base on the Mediterranean.
Work on the “Triangle” is now

~expected to be completed by next year.

But to this day there-is un ertainty
in Ankara. The Turks would like a
clearer idea of just how much help
they can count in. Does the West
see Turkey as an expendable air base
—to be used in the first week of the
war, and -then abandoned? Will the
West surply enough heavy equipment

--to enable the Turks themselves to put

o s

#-.up a good fight?

-

It is this concern which impelled
Ankara to press so long and so hard
. for its inclusion in the Atlantic Pact.
Turkey feels that once she is part of
a common Western defence system,
she will no longer be regarded as an
expendable outpost. And now her
dreams of alliance with the West are
being realized. At the recent Ottawa
-Conference the 12 North ~Atlantic
Treaty = nations recommended that
Turkey and Greece be brought into
the Atlantic . Treaty system. Only
approval of the member-Parliaments
remains to be given.

But when all this is said, the big-
gest problerh before. Celal Beyar and
his Government is still the new revo-
lution. For it takes more than jets
and radar to wage successful defence;
Turkey must also take drastic steps
—more drastic than anything yet
attempted—to relieve the misery of
her peasants, ease the lot of ‘her
pauper-workers; trim down the cor-
rupt and heavy-handed bureaucracy
built over the past 20 years; baild
schools, hospitals, power plants and
waterworks, and develop industry.
—Copyright. ‘
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PARLIAMENTARY GOVT. AND
POLITICAL PARTIES

By V. LINGAMURTY, M.4A. B.Ic.

"V»'ODERN democracies may broadly
J- i be classified on the basis of their
governmental structure into two types,
parliamentary and non-parliamentary.
With the notable exceptionof the
U. S. A. almost all democracies in the
werld have adopted the parlinmen-
tary system. Acccrding to our new

. Constitutionn, the Indian Republic is

made a nparliamentary democracy.
Political theory and practice clearly
show that the success of parlimmen-
tary government denends mainly on
a sound system of political parties.
Well organised political parties form
the sine guo non not only for the
formation but for the smrooth and
successful working of parliamentary
government.

- The absence of fixation of the
tenure of the Cabinet is at once a
characteristic  feature and 2also the
chief weakness of parliamentary gov-
ernment. It depends for its tenure on
the legislature, for it has to resign
when a vote of no confidence is passed
against it by the legislature on any
major issue. The remedy for this
defect lies in a good party system. The
executive can be given sufficient sta-
bility in a country which develops the
two party system. The successful
working of parliamentary governments
in the U. K. and Canada which have
developed the two-party system,
proves this fact. The one instance
of Mackenzie King who continued as
the Prime Minister of Canada for 21
years is suflicient to refute the charge
of executive instability Ievelled against
the parliamentary system of govern-
ment. The working of parliamentary
governiment in France is also indi-
cative of the close relationship bet-
ween the parliamentary system and
political parties. Cabinet instability
has become a characteristic feature
of the French Government and cabinet
making a headache due to the pre-
sence of multiple parties. One month
after the formation of the new legisla-

. ture in July 1951 the President of

France was unable to form a stable
Cabinet and even to this day France

remains a laboratory of Cabir}et
experiments.  The working of parlia-
mént:u'y government in Canada and
in Trance is indieative of the fact that
exceutive instability is not a defect
inherent in the p:fi'li:nnentnry system,
but is due to the absence of a sound
party system. In the DMadras State
for a time parliamentary government
became a scandal bezinning withh the
pulling  down of dr. T. Pm_k:}sam
from the office of the Chief Minister,
due to the growth of fissiparous
eroups in the Cengross Party. These
illustrations 2o to show that govern-
mental instability is not a discase
inherent in the pariiamentary system
but is only a symptom of a discase.
The malady lies in the cexistence of
too many partics in the legislature. If
that nmiﬂdy is cured. the parliament-
ary system may work smoothly and
successiully.

The rise of a number of sinall par-
ties in a country may lead to another
danger. Under such a system no
party may be able to command a
stable majority in-the legislature and
a coalition Cabinet may become
inevitable. From political practice we
find that a homogencous Cabinet is
better than a composite one for do-
ing any work with vigour and prompt-
ne‘ss. ““Compromi::c” will become the

guiding principle of a composite

Cabinet and no nolicy can be pursued
by it ellectively and boldly. Its
composite nature will turn the Cabi-
net into a debating club often lcad-
ing to political deadlocks and conse-
quent  dissolution of  the 'Cquxxct.
Moreover, colleclive 1‘051701151bi11§y of
the Cabinet which is a2 significant
feature in the parliamentary systerp
becomes an impossibility if the Capl—
netl is not homogeneous. Due to its
homogenity the British Cabincet coul‘d
cstablish a traditicn of joint responsi-
bility while such collective responsi-
bility is lacking in France due to the
composite nature of the Cabincet.

As modern demoacracy and party
system are inseparable, the inm.lgura-
tion of our democratic republic has
led to the emergence of different
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The ‘time has’ come for the
development ‘of ‘a party system'on a
'sound ~ba513 for the successful work-
ing’of our parliamentary government.
Having - borrowed  the parliamen-
tary- system from the West, we
‘have ‘to.develop our parties also on
the. Western ~model. If we do ‘the-
former thhout the latter, our parlia-
““mentary system may remain half-
"baked, and far from being palatable,
‘it may prove very, sour.’ Parties are
nformed in the West not on personal or
~communal considerations but on cer-
tain’ pmnmples, political and econo-
mic. . But in  India unfortunately,
) f‘manyvof the parties that have been
~formed are far from political in their

nature. They are formed either to
':promote communalism or to. satisfy
<" the vanity of certain individuals. The
‘». " Dravida Khazhaghm, the Scheduled

.Castes’  Federation and the Hindu
-~ Mahasabha are instances of:commu-
jf‘ ~nalism in party organisation. The
-+ formation of parties to satisfy the
p j vanity of certain individuals is not
R only secandazlous but dangerous for the
“proper working of parliamentary
- government in India. No other factor
. -except thiscan explain the formation
- 'in’ Andhra of separate parties by Sri
N. G. Ranga and Sri A. Kaleswara Rao.

. “The future of parliamentary gov-
ernmeént in India will be gloomy if
parties grow on the present lines.
Nearly 15 to 20 parties are going to
. .compete in the elections for the House

.of the People as well as the State
- ‘Assemblies. If even one-fourth of
- these parties capture s¢gme seats in the

" House of-the People and if any one
2. party fails to get a majority over all
.= the others put together, a coalition
i Cabinet will become inevitable. The
natural corollary of it will be insta-
- bility "of the Cabinet and there can
-“be no greater disaster for the country
*than that, especially in the. troublous
- times through which India“is passing.
. When too many parties compete, the
" party which is not liked by the ma-
5 jority of voters may come into power.
i For example, when 18 parties besides

~-the Congress conibete in the elections
. each of the 18 getting 3 percent of the
total ~votes, the Congress that may
~get the remaining 36 per cent of the
total votes can capture all the seats.
.This has actually happened in the
recent | municipal elections in
elhi where 247 candidates con-
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tested  elections for 50 seats.
The crying need of the hour is the
development of a two-party system to

‘make our parliamentary government

a success, ‘To ensure executive stabi-
lity and continuity of policy, to check
the self-seeking minority groups from
coming into power ' and to have 2
smooth working of government, it is
essential to develop the two-party
system. The crisis in our ‘parliamen-
tary democracy can be overcome by

‘such a system of party crganisation.

This work can be done effectively only
by the electorate. The coming elec-
tions offer a great opportunity to the
electorate in India to check the growth
of nuinerous parties and ensure the
success of the parliamentary system.
Communal considerations and perso-

nal loyalties have to be set aside and-

votes must be cast in such a way that
two major parties may be returned to
the legislaiure. Much can be learnt

by our electorate from the recent.

elections in Great Britain for the
Mother of Parliaments, the House of
Commons. The candidates of the
Cemmunist Party had to forfeit their

“deposits, and few of the Independent

and Liberal candidates could succeed
in the elections with the result that
the Conservatives and Labourites
constitute the two major parties in
the House of Commons. This has a
two . fold significance. It reveals,

firstly, the strengthening of the two-

party system; and secondly the crea-~
tion of a strong opposition so that the
party in power may work with caution
and restraint.

It is clear that under the two-party.

system, cxecutive stability and cabinet
responsibility are closely linked with
each other. Cabinet stability will be
possible only if one party commands
a majority in a legislature not divid-
ed into small groups. Stability can
be coupled with responsibility only if
a strong opposition party also is elect-

~ed to the legislature. The opposition

party is the watch dog of democracy.
By means of interpellaticns the party
in power is made answerable for its
acticns. But under one party rule as
it exists in India today, the parlia-
mentary system proves to be a
mockery. If the story of the Delhi
municipal elections is to be repeated
in the ensuing parliamentary elections
2lso, India will have one party dictator-

. ship and not parliamentary democracy.

INTERNATIONALIT

¥ AND

NATIONALITY IN CULTURE
By JAMES H. COUSINS

(4 lccture delivered «tf the British Council, Jearas on

December 21, 1951.)

FEHE  terms nationality and inter-
£ nationality cre much in  use
teday; evmmaliy the latter as a pre-
ventive ¢f the evils associated with
antagonisms between nations. In this
connection it is generally given a
political connotation. “The parlia-
ment of men, the federation of the
world? is expected to solve all pro-
bleras. The failure of the League of
Natiems and the partial success of the
Unitzd Nations Olomp,atlon suggest
some {law of a deeper kind than poli-
tical organization. Neither political
ncr. economie internationalism  ap-
pears to solve problems. This, it
appears to me, is due to the fact that
expedients which are reactions to
external necessity lead nowhere in the
long run. They set morve store on an
enforced uniformity of action than on
a conformation to the Inescapable
variety in  humanity and nature.
Particularly do they miss the urge to
heicht, the impulse away from the
grogs towards the fine, that forever
seeks to animate human action, aond,
being frustrated, takes a subtle
revenge on individual and  group
morale, Air-travel may carry the
members of the Parliament of Man
from the ends of the carth fo their
meeting-place in 2 few hours; but the
character of thie members does not
undergo a sea-change across ihe
Atlantic or Pacific cceans; nor does
the Empire State building of New
York clevate more than the corpus of
its inhabitants.

Nationality, according to the die-
tionary, is “birth or membership in a
particular country.” I also means
“national character.”” The definition
carries with it the assumption of ideas,
feelings, customs and expression
which make up the general characte-
ristic called culture. But culture doces
not bud and flower in a vacuum, Its
traits are generated, developed, fixed
and modified by growth in a particu-
lar natural ‘and climatic environment.

They show themselves particularly in
the arts, which arc the authentic
cxnressicn ef 2 notion’s eulbure, It is
zemetimes asserloed, copeeially by per-
Toas interested in imnosing the orts
¢i one nation on annther, that art,
Lle scicnce and mathematies, is uni-
versal. It is a fnet that {he impulse
to cxpression in some form of art is
common to humanity in all ases. But
this is not the whole iruth. Science
and mathiematies. thouch contcmpmt—
cd by the subjective miind, have their
‘t"‘lL} outside i, Siy Oliver Lodee.
¢id not create dhe etbwer, nor did sub-
sequent selendsts disintenrate it, The
tanalytical formulae by which any
uowel of a hinonual can be expressed
and, azveloped” mercely o sees and
(lovelm)s that  which e: in the

wture of things; it does not create it.

V ith art it is difierent. While the
influences that shape aud colour the
iorms throuzgh  which the  cultural
process shows itsell are  external to
the excceutive consciousness of  the
artist, their expression has to pass its
final revelation through dislinctions
of physique, temperament, environ-
ment, and traditional habits  of
thought, fecling and exccution. These
distinctions are the naiional varia-
tions on the universal cxpression that
have given risc to the saying that
the guickest and truest way to the
understanding of a nation is through
its arts.

We cuan  sec  characteristics of
nationality in culture on a larpe scale
in a comparison of the fundamentals
of ecastern and western music and
dance. Indian music is entirely melo-
dic. It moves along 2o single line of
sound. Simultanccusness of sound is
foreign to it. This linear freedom has
led to an immense claboration in the
succession of swarams (notes) and in
an unfettered ' extemporization ac-
cording to the movements of the
moods of the musician. Within the

_national circle are such subdivisions
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“of the; natlonal type as thé Carnatic
-and’ Hindusthani' sub-national type,

-the ‘differences in these rising from -

“gertain‘historical and temperamental
“variations” within the ‘melodic circle.
“There is no harmony in Indian music.
“Western music, on the other hand, is
“based on harmony. Melody Is inte-
~gral to it; but it is not free melody; it
~has to move in compliance with the
‘barmonic progression of ifs accom-
~paniment; when it pauses in its pro-
:gression ‘to indulge in a cadenza, har-
mony is suspended or merely nominal.
“Yet within the harmonic structure of
.western music there are recognisable
differences of temperamental expres-
.sion on the part of the composer, and
g temperamental grouping that has
“led - to comparative studies in, say,
Russian music as = contrasted with
French music or Italian music.

A _similar national differentation

between east and west is observable
in dance. Here an interesting rever-
‘sal takes place. Indian music is non-
harmonious. Indian dance, on the
“other hand, partakes of the nature of
harmony; it expresses itself by the
use of a movement-language from the
eyebrows to the feet and by a code of
hand . signals (mudras) so closely as
to- be' practically simultaneous, like
the perpendicularly grouped notes of
‘western musie. Indian dance is not
only dance, satisfying the desire for
rhythmic movement. The same desire
has led to the development of rhyth-
mical expressions of the nature of
musical fantasia, sometimes alone as
in the exquisite tilanna, sometimes as
short intervals of relief in the telling
of stories. But the main purpose of
the classical Indian drama is the
representation of events from the tra-
ditional lore of the “Mahabharata”
and - the “Ramayans,” expressing
high devotional - and philosophical
ideas. Within this nationwide circle
of indigenous Indian dance may be
,mentioned such . sub-national varia-
tions as the ancient Bharatanatya
and the Kathakali of recent date in
the south, and such northern varia-
tions ‘as the Manipuri and Kathak
forms  of dance. The old stately
dances of the west- (polkas, waltzes,
Bir Rogers, and others) were over-
taken by motional exaggeration and
caricature. Their intention was plea-
sure, aesthetical at its highest, but
‘capable of falling to lower levels of
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sense enjpyment, having no controll-

_.ing influence from devotion or idea-

listic expression. The story-telling of
the recently developed ballet is con-
fined to the emotional and sensuous
aspects of ordirary life; aspiration in
the Indian sense of the term, has no
place in it. Specialists in the art of
rhythmic representation like Dalcrose
criticise it for its acrobatics, which,
clever though they be, are not art.

The differences within similarities
which I have briefly mentioned, and
others which have to be taken for
granted, are the material of art-
criticism, and give the special plea-
sure of combined analysis and synthe-
sis by the informed and iliuminated
mind. Bul to realise their funda-
mental relationship we have to bear
in mind the physical.fact that huma-
nity exists in groups on the surface
of a globe whigh perpetually moves
around a pole lilied at an angle of
23-1|2 degrees from the perpendicular
of the sun; that its movement around
the sun in a year makes a succession
of seasonal changes in light and dark-
ness, and heat and cold; that this
causes differences in natural environ-
ment (such as are acknowledged by
figures of speech in peetry) and in
the materials of art (such as rocks in
Ellora where the Kailasa temple is
cut from a hillside, and toolable tim-
bers in Travancore where wood-carv-
Ing attained a remarkable height of
achievement). Besides geography,
geology and climatology in. culture,
there is history through which
national groups move, and 2 tradi-
tional memory that gathers up and
transmits cultural qualities,

The question arises, Can culture be
made an accessory to the propaganda,
of internationalism? If internationa-
lism means uniformity, as sometimes
it would appeéar, it as, as far as one
can judge, against the trend of nature
and therefore cannot uitimately suc-
ceed. Variety is the essence of ex-
pression, and must grow from its own
roots. Hybridization in culture can
only lead to mongrelism in expres-
sion.

There will, of course, be an inevita-
ble exchange of details, but funda-
mentals will remain and be a perpe-
tual rebuke to foreign externalities.
It is true that Debussy, the French
composer of a generation ago, got the
idea of a scale of equal tones from

hearing the tonality of the Javanese
gamelan at a World’s Fair in Paris,
and brought a new quality into wes-
tern music. But the melodic elabo-
rateness of South Indian music can-
not be carried over into western har-
monic mausic; ncr can Wester.n
harmony be put to Indian music
without the destruction of its distinc-
tive charm. .

True internationality in culture, as

far as I can see, can only be of the
nature of mutual interest and under-
standing. Criss-crossing cannot pro-
duce the high achievements of indige-
nous expression or give to the world
the stimulus and purification that are
inherent in authentic national culture.
Given this mutual interest and under-
standing we may confidently leave the
future of culture to the tender mercies
of the generations to be.
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AN ELECTION MARRIAGE
By LONGBOTV

el d -
FHE Central Election Committee

L made a grievous blunder by giv-
irg the Nationalist Party Ticket to
Ranmachandra for the Visveswarapura
constifuency to the Sultanabad State
Legislative Assembly. Of course .they
conferred the honour on the basis of
‘s hunger strike he undertook 'te_n
years ago to secure the roleasgz of his
brother-in-law. But litile did they
scent the danger inherent in his pos-
sessing a grown-up doughter in gllz‘e
need of matrimony. His only rival
Sureschandra was the father of an
elicible bridegroom sighing for the
hand of the girl. The result was that
any chance of representation of the
Party on the Legislature from the
Visveswarapura  constituency  was
blasted for ever. .

Wwith a round trot in distinct con-
trast to his shambling gait, Rama-
chandra shot intd his house one even-
ing with a telegram. His wife was
shocked.

“any bad news?” she interrogated
with genuine concern.

. “No, it is quite the contrary,” Rama-
chandra panted for hreath.

With a glow of pride on his perspir-
ing. face, he unfolded tha§ the
Nationalist Party had given him a
ticket.

“Ig it a family pass?” the wife asked
naively. “To which picture house?”

“vou are silly” Ramachandra chid-
ed her. “This ticket is different from
a cinema ticket. In the vocabulary of
elections, ticket means permission to
stand for the Assembly on behalf of
the Party. The Nationalist Party has
chosen me as their candidate for

Visveswarapura constituency. If is a
rare honour. I will be cne of the one
hundred and tweniy three legislators
of the State. And the officials will
iremble in their shoes before me.”

“So vou are a member of the As-
sembly” the wife was happy. “It's
erand.”

“You are in a womanish hurry” the
husband lost his temper. “It is only
the first step. I have to fight the
elections. I should woo and win the
electorate. They are aboul six thou-
sand. There is a competitor inn Suresh-
chandra. I should spend at least six
thousand rupees. An clection can-
not be fought on an empty purse as
the electorate will not vote on an
empty stomach. Sureeenandra pro-
poses to give them iddly and coffee on
the polling day. But I shall give
them a good lunch and deprive him of
all the votes.”

“That is a bother for you” the wife
advised him. “Return the ticket and
live peacefully.”

“You are raw and inexperienced,”
Ramachondra replied. “With great

- difficulty I have obtained the ticket. It

is a goose that lays the golden cges.
It holds the key to unlock the cham-
Ler of influence, power and glory.
Influence leads onc on to power and
power begets elory. And glory is the
conduit for the flow of money. Call
me an ass if a pearl necklace does not
glitter on your bosomn within a year.”

“Who will vote for you?” Mrs. Rama-
chandra raised a doubi. “Your Party
may he wise in ifs  own eyes, but
people are critical in its record. What
has it done exeept to increase the
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taxes,. reduce: the rations, and ask
- people to fast and mope for precious
¢ freedom’s sake. . They say that it has
“entered.into an electoral alliance with
- the baniyas and blackmarketeers and
“your:leaders, resting on the laurels of
. fifteen. or - twenty years - ‘ago have
turned lazy and lugubrious.”
Coo*You are talking nonsense” Rama-
«chandra reprimanded his wife. “The
-+~Nationalist Party is not a party. It
- represents the Nation. OQurs is a
--.catholic fraternity. We speak for old

< women and sweet seventieens, black-
... marketeers and black buyers, sanata-

. ‘nists and atheists, boozers and Sarvo-

.. daites. We are sure {0 sweep the polls.
" ‘Besides, we are blessed with a leader

who makes up for all our foibles. He
- is as handsome as Rudolph Valentino,

-as brainy as Bernard Shaw, and as
eloquent as Cicero. There i3 no states-
~man- in the world who can attract
-erowds and sway audiences like him.
He possesses a magic wand to hypno-
tise friends and focs alike into drop-
* ping the ballot paper into cur box. We
can file our nomination papers and sit
tight and trust in him, which is as
good as frusting in God. He will pull
our chestnuts out of the fire.”

“I hear Sureshchandra too has
secured a- ticket” Mrs. Ramachandra
reminded him of his competitor,

“That's the Workers® Party Ticket”
Ramachandra sniffed his nose. “It is
‘a3 :'good-for-nothing as 2 platform
ticket, with which you can walk up
and down the platform and gaze at
streaming humanity but cannot board
the train. The Workers' Party is in
the same plight. They will miss the
" Election Train. They dure not cven
darken the postern door of the can-
- teen of the Legislative Assembly.”

“But Sureschandra is telling every-

body that he will riflz the Raj-

S pramukh’s treasury and divert its con-

- tents into the cash boxes of the voters”
Mrs. Ramachandra observed. “Besides
he will dispossess the landlords of

- their land, distribute it to the landless

peasantry. People will naturally back
him- up. - What is your election cry
except to ask people to miss a meal a
week, eat groundnut powder, suffer
“for the sake of freedom, and vote for
. you.”
- “The future of the Rajpramukhs is
. guaranteed by the Constitution”
~ Ramachandra’ explained. “They are
- as-unshakable as the King of England.

If anyone triés to tamper with the

exchequer, he will be hauled up before

a police court.” Ramachandra laugh- -

ed, enjoying his hurour.

“Leave the Rajpramukh to his .
wealth and T know that neither you -

nor Sureschandra can aspire to one
anna of his wealth” Mrs. Rama-
chandra - spoke in a jesting tone.
“What about the marriage of our
daughter? With her spacious hip and
large waistline, she has earned the
{itle of “Ammami.” Sureschandra
had agreed to give his son in marriage
to her. And both are fond of each
other. But the wretched elections
have come in the way. First find a

- husband and then arrange the lunche-~

on for the vofers.”

“Don’t you worry about her?” Rama~-
chandra replied. “She is the cynosure
of all eyes, 2 Dblithe Dbuxom girl.
Sureshchandra’s sun is 1ot the only
boy in the world. Let me first win.
the election.” ‘ >\

“But Rajam will not sne<eze at any
other boy” Mrs. Ramachandra spoke
with concern. “Last evening she was
having a spin witl: Sureshchandra’s
sont in the public gardens and it has
provided enough grist to the gossip
mill in the town.”

At this moment Sureshchandra him-
self turned up for a leisurely chat with
ramachandra.

“We have been great friends all
these years” he began. “Should the

clections divida us?” You have not’

seen me for a week. Let us be sports.
Election rivalry is ong thing and per-
sonal relationship another.”

“Sport!” Ramachaudra’s eyes gleam-
ed with fire. “It does not lie in your
mouth to use that {ine English word.
Did you not orate tc a brood of
labourers three days back that I am
a blackmarketeer, noarding one thou-_

‘sand bags of rice. Is it not an incite-

ment-te them te lcot my house? You
are no{ & sport—you are a spoilsport!”

“Truth is unpaletable” Suresh-
chandra retorted. “Do you deny it?”

“I am mnot going to bandy words
with a gossip-monger.”

“Forget it" Sureshchandra tried to
assuage his feelings. “Election is not
fought according to the ten com-
mandments. Allegations and coun-
ter-allegations—they are the very
breath of electionecring.”

“Again who is responsible for drive

ing a donkey along the sireets with a
placard Vote for me—Raniachandra”?

“Not I" quick cowe the reply. “It
must be the mischief of some mis-

- guided youths. I do not need a denkey

to conduct my elections. I huve enough
bipeds to do the job fgr me.”

“I am fed up with your nonsensz”
Ramachandra walked out in a hull
into the water closet.

Mrs. Ramachandra had been a
silent witness to the znimated con-
versation.

“Stop quarrelling like school child-
ren” she exclaimed. “Tiere are more
vital problems in life {o be settled.
What about the marriage of your
son—he is not a child. And Rajam
longs for his hand. Why don't you
settlie the marriage immediately?”

“My boy too is eager t¢ marry her,”
Sureshchandra repiied. “In fact last
evening they were discussing endlessly
I know not what in a2 room: upstairs
and I asked them nct to throw away
a pleasant evening and suggested a

spin in the gardens.”

“You are the author of the mischief”
Mrs. Ramachandra was  surprised.

“¥You have raised a scandal. My hus-

band must consent to the wedding., Is
that also an election stunt?”

“You may call it anything” Suresh-
chandra gpolie lightheariedly. “But
my hands are iull with the elections
now. For another two months I can-
net think of anything cise. But every-
thing lics in your hands. If T am
relieved c¢f the bother ¢f clections, I
can arrange the wedding immedi-

ately.”

“How?"”

“Let vour husband withdraw from
the contest and allow me to be return-
ed unopposed. It will #spore me a lot
of trouble. I do not vunt any dowvry.
I am also wiliing (o divert half my
election expenses to you (o cclebrate
thhie marriage, Now and here I will
rass you a cheque for three thousand
rupecs.”

Mrs. Ramachandra teck the chegue
and the miracle was worked. The
Returning Officer found only the
nomination paper of Sureschandra in
impeceable order. Aud Ramachandra
did not even darken the compound
wall of the office of the Returning
Officer. All was O. K. vith the for-
mer’s paper. Even the spelling of the
father’s name tallicd with the entry
in the electoral rolls.

g .algéafésa :
g g

A fiutter was caused in th @ite
of the Natlonalii. Pariy wiyn they
received a DMdter [rom Ram;.,cha}_-;:iru
expressing his in:lbilit;ytqﬁq.ﬁh‘ the
nominaticn_pager e Y“ﬁz;}'f ire from
politics forthwitli ~RITet (Lermarriage
of his daughter~frempromdsed to go on
o pilgrimage to all the holy places in
the country and thas gather some vir-
tue which might stand hum in good
stead in the life hereafter.

The gaily decked marriage pandal.
flowers, plantain lraves and banana
peels strewn in the vicinity, and the
movement of bustling women in fine
coloured saris proclaimed & wedding
some  days later. Tlhe inevitoble
Nadaswaram added to tie delightlful
confusion in the houseiold. Rajam
and Sureshchandra’s son had become
man and wife.

“With a platform ticket you got
into the train, did you not?” Rama-~
chandra poked fun at Sureshchandra.,
He shed tears. They were tears of joy.

“¥You are wrong,” Surcshchandra
retorted. “I succeeded by asking my
boy to have a spin with your daughter
in the most crowded localities of the
town. That clinched both the issues—
clection and marriage.” ’

Mrs. Ramachandra smifed. It was
an understanding smila,
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OST countries of South-East Asia
L are experiencing difficulties of a
serious nature. The Socialist Govern-
2t :ment- of Burma is éngaged in sup-
.. pressing ‘the insurrection; a large body
- of British and Gurkha troops are
“engaged in “rounding up” the “ban-
. dits” in Malaya, bandits who seem to
- .elude them; the French are - busy
: - fighting the Viet-Minh forces to save
" . the French empire in Asia from liqui-

dation; and the cessation of hostili-

“fies in Indonesia and China is recent
history. o

But in the midst of chavs and civil
©rwar all round, there is one country

.-where life flows at an even ebb—
peaceful and slow-moving. It is ‘Thai-

~l1and, formerly called Siam. The coun-

‘try is very small, double the size of
Uttar Pradesh with one-quarter of its

- population; it is pretty; it is fertile;
and - there is plenty of food and
imported consumer goods. )

+ Tourists often compare Bangkok,
Thailand’s capital, with Paris. The
comparison is  perhaps erroneous:

- Bangkok cannot boast of the literary
-or cultural life of Paris; and Bangkok
"has never exported ideas of revolu-
tions.

When the-tourists talk of Paris they
.. ;do not think of the things that give
. ' Paris its cheracter according to the
French. The tourists think of what
matters to them—sightseeing, shop-
~ping and the night life. On 2 modest
stale all the three are available in
Bangkok which is gay at night, with
freedom of enterprise.
-~ Generally speaking the Thais are a
‘people who have few inhibitions.
Beecause Thailand somehow managed
to Lkeep an appearance of indepen-
‘dence of the Weslern nations which
conquered most parts of Asia. the Thais
~do not have that azgressive nation-
. allsm which is bitterly opposed to the
European nations. ' In food, dress and
-social customs, they do not seem to
be tied down to the past. "There are
very few- restauranis in . Bangkok

'\_Yi"hivch‘ would serve Thai food; you

THAILAND: AN OASIS
. OF PEACE

. By MADAN GOPAL

can have European food or Chinese
food, but not Thai dishes. And most
city dwellers in Thailand would not
normally eat two meals in the house.
They like the restaurant life—pro-
vided, of course,),they can afford it.

Pride In Westernization

Like the Turks the Thais feel—and
like to feel—that theirs is a modern
country, modern in the European
sense. That the country is a monar-
chy and the social and economic
system still feudal is immaterial; they
feel they are the 1aost advanced
nation in  Asia (next perhaps to
Japan.) The people talze pride/in
putting on European dress—a few
years ago, Pibul Songkram is reported
to have passed a law that every Thail
must dress himself like a Buropean.

However, there are few things on
which the Thais are very insistent.
Take the case of language. Until the
twentios the use of English was very

-common, the milestones and names of

railway stations were in English; then
the Government decided on the use

of Thal language in all official busi- |,

ness. Today the Thais are proud of
their natiocnal language. /

What gives importance to Thailand
is its strategic location in relation to
its neighbours; on the north is China,
on the east Indc-China, on the south
is Malaya and on the west, the Union
of Burma. The sccurity of Thailand
is, thus, of great concern to these four
countries.

It was this fact that made France
and Britain realise Thailand’s great
value as a buffer state, like Switzer-
land in Europe, later making it pos-
sible for Thailand to play off one
European power against another. 1t
was thus that Thailand maintained
its independence in the troublous
times of the 19th century. France and
Britain watched each other’s posses-
sions in Burma, Malaya and Indo-
China with suspicion, but apart from
attempts to establish some influence
at the Thal court, with a view to gain-
ing trade facilities, they did not

. .

succeed in their designs if and when
they had any.

When in the thirties Japan mena-
ced the position of European posses-
sions in Asia, Thailand struck a hard
bargain with all the powers concerned;
she obtained military squipment from
European powers to strengthen her
defence against Japan. And when the
latter started on her march in Asia,
she pecame her ally and enriched her-
self at the cost of British and French
possessions in Burma, - Malaya and
Indo-China by annexing certain
areas of these couniries. It was the
safe rear provided by Thailand that
enabled Japan to occupy Indo-China
and fan out into Burma and Malaya.

And when Japan was defeated,
Thailand promptly renounced the
treaties concluded under Japanese
patronage, and returned all the ceded
areas. She chafed under British pres-
sure for the acceptance of the 21
demands presented by Lord Mount-
batten on behalf of Britain and was
able to save herself becausc of the
support given to her against Britain
by the U. S. A.

The economic importance of Thai-
land is no less than its strategic value
to Scuith-East Asia. She is the only
country in Asia with a considerable
surplus of rice for exnort. All coun-
tries in Asia—India, Pakistan and
Japan, etc.—look in her for rice to
feed their vopulations. And because
the prices ¢f primary commodities
have been steeply rising. Thailand is
in a4 very strong position to dictate
her terms. She arbitrarily fixes the
price of its exportable rice. Knowing
that rice-importing countries must
have rice, she seems to adopt the atti-
tude: this is our price, you take it or
leave it.

Thailand is primarily an agzricultu-
ral country. The bulk cf the peoople
arc peasants who grow rice. The land
is fertile and there is plenty of water
tthe two things whieh strike the visi-
tor are the large number of pazodas,
or Buddhist temples. and hridges,
small or big, over rivers. rivulels or
water channels-—the Thnis are fond of
bridges; tiney build them anywhere
ang everywihcre).

Thetland’s annual rvice cxports total

‘more than a million and a half tons.

Thailand is also an exporter of
various other strategic materials; she

©came in touch

accounts for nearly 8 per cent of the
world supply df tin and 35,000 tons of
rubber, besides huge quantities of teak
which is in great demand.

As the products of Thailand fetch
good prices in the markets of the
world, the country earns considerable
foreign exchange, end is able to
impoert consumer gcoods in plenty. The
import duties being non-cxistent or
nominal, the prices of consumer goods
are reasonably low and the needs of
the population satisfied.

Dissatisfaction arises out of politi-
cal consciousness, and the only politi-
cally conscious scetion of the popula-
tion of Thailand is that oif the foreign
immigrants, the Viet-Namese, the
Malay Musiims and the Chinese. And
the guiding factor in determining the
heome and {oreign policies of Thailand
are the minorities.

Poitticat Structure

Till about 1932 Thailand was ruled
by an cbsolute menarchy helped by
a few princes, a dozen or o noble-~
men and 2 few advis (e.2. & Bri-
tish economic and an Americun poli-
tical adviserr. In 1832, hewever, the
People’s Party, led, amons olhers, by
Pridi Phanomyonyz (also called Luang
Pradit. or Proclit - Monudbarm) and
Pibul Songkiam brournt cbhboubt o
bloodless palace revoiution, wiich re-
placed the absclute monarchy withh a
‘constitutional regime’.

The history of the subsequent years
has evolved round the poerconalities of
these two statesmeoen, Pibul and Pridi,
who were contemporaries in Paris, the
former undergoing milicary training
and the latter swudying law., They
h eacit other and
with cther studenis from  Indonesia,
Ching, falaya, cic., somn of  them
prominent leaders in their own coun-
irics subscquently.,

Of {he two lvadcrs, TPridi nes been
steadily coing leii, 2Pibml becoming
more and nrore of w militory dictator,
Pridi’s radical views argusod suspi-
cion and wien o conounced his 1633
nlan, there wore ¢} of profession
o Communisiz st him. Pibul,
iy adversary, went so for as o say
thiat if Pridi had not copied Stalin’s
ideas, Sielin hud copicd Fridis, Pridi
refuted the  cnorees, waich  were
guashed by o spociadly sot up court
of gnnuiry. I was only aiter exdone-
ration thut hie cwme buck to politics.

w
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" Pridi played an importa k y
e n'important part dur- t
-ing World~ War II. Pibul s%ngkrgfn the U.S. A but also azinst the
,,:,,]011’1?‘1 hands with the Japanese and \E}}l‘elin“ heiaies In the country
o Thailand enriched herself at the cost hV adache. = ute Thafland’s chief
?f,Bmtvam, and France. .But  Pridi cadache.
from- the commanding Tpositi ; The smallest minority i
- \g position of ‘esv minority is that of
;Regetnt, organised and directeq the ooy Muslims living along the sougﬁf
: ﬁiﬁs ance to the Japanese and estab- .. ['ontier of Thailand. They derive
lished contact with the Alies, which their inspiration from the Malay Mus-
‘Subsequently facilitated the negotl- mpenciie pur LoV O  British
ation of peace, ' imperialism. But the Thais have
: 'nf fter the cessation of hostilities in %r-l:iYEd oy oo wnderstanding with the
. ailang, ibul reccded into  the 1uulsh tc szal the frontier between
I\;Cl‘i:ground and Pridi became Prime Malaya and Thailand.
M;l;:- (;S}Eeigqg‘,%mh post he held" from S.erious oppesition to  the Pibul
parch 1 _to November, 1947, when [e%Ime comes from the small Viet-
ol prid-gatmzed a coup d'grace, forc- Namese minority living in Northeast-
Volu;ltarl (3,-%0 underground or into 0 Thailand, the scene of the activi-
pomicgf“l e. ‘ ties of the Young Siam1Party which
el Clitlen partl.es' have never been advpcated the establishment  of
allc % gn iI‘hallan'd, and since 1933 Spvmts in Thailand. Two years ago
the profession of Communism has Pibul admitted that the struzele of
been an _Ofc’fence, .erjz’cept‘ during the Ho Chi Minh against the Fren:é% was
‘ship ngglo of Pridi’s prime minister- a struggle for natienal liberation. With
Was‘_r en t.le. Anti-Communist Bill the spectacular successes of the Com- |
s egfemed (in  Dscember . 1946). m111113§s in China, however, his atti-
Thailand E““: Communist Party in tude changed; and in February, 1949 |
Thailand, ]al Prasert, Sapsunthorn, he declared a national emereency
Universgtya “?fturler ©of Chulolongkorn _becausls of the reported alliance bet
Uni , was elected to Parliam ween Mao Tse-tung r i
OnT?l C}Ommunist ticket. ®P% wia, ‘ § and br. fo ont
ailand, as a ‘direct r Ttk »
ih ' i _esuIt of fiere have been report Y
hs}eég Pmegisgglllois{atsiucwmie? in estab- glilai arms to  Viet-Minh tfavelifz?:stelc){
g ¢ relations with irough Thailand “Hecki i
Russia and was 'wdlbnitt vcasy j 1> condittons thihe oot
S8 ang a ed to the U. N. %t easy jon; the conditions in {
This poticy was mitted LN cn: the conditions in the area
y _ as, rever, revers are such that uggeli i
When Bibal same sy s er, reversed {F¢ suc t smuggling of arms is
en | am nower. Pridi dis- likely. There is a good "
N iﬁﬁ;::lz‘sg 'ai?hi!elsqz\fhirm}?outs are stil] bathy for Viot-MinI: in T(lixea'ﬁaoxfds }gﬁ;
: ; some say he has been seen  COMES across plenty of lterature
~In Malaya; others that he is i 1 s blenly of literature pub-
- s others that he is'in Com- ‘lished by Viet-Minl spi i
, , } I a i iinh  des
P L5€ 2, ng an invasi 1 ‘seri
Thailand at  the head. of Cs};pn of Bqt the most serious minority prob-
forces. - Chinese Igm in Thailand is that of the Chinese
The Communist problem in Thai. Ii is the largest ininority. It is not

' flanid. according to Pibul. is not at all ggSSi?lte} tOClknow of the exact num-
serious, bee oy ¢ of the Chinese becaus .,

S, beeause, he said, more than  the Chinesel :rsxxn%icxg;l)glszx?zs ; %hogl

v Ciaums 1o be

90 per ¢ ¥ i
o Ix))rof é:sr;;;ocl)lf ;:;xg %%%Dols Iéle Buddhist  Chinese the Thai Government (obvi
Ty s on 2 Pilbul _tc)ln}mumsn}. ously for political reasons) claim o
108, Thres oraD I'\tf:?l In April be Thai citizens, for they ~say thatstlto
of the ehagan TR t" »asa re_sult children of Chinese by Thai s
ey partic’:uhrl In gmatlor}al situ- are Thais and not Chine o o
ehaned lin;s qy (i China, he ostimate puts the Chinese tse. O'ne
eeaBe s line 0‘08(1 said that there lion, i. e. nearly  one-gua {tl *ot the
e e Thni’landandASO,OOO‘Com- population. And thetholrdm(.:»fof 'cthh'e
Sbsorers estim:;trx wsgo}z;(rlé%%ﬁo sxfn'z;‘};1 minority on the economic liiiz
4 ase s . N ° . ‘ .
gzst}i%rxxa;hgg;ml])eg of poonls presen% or Siz:élland 1s out of all proportion to
7 loy celebrations ’ ‘ :
e oy D 1 . ) The Chinese hav poli ’
 tintes bo i ;’?{)r:l!lu?:éi rx;.:::iilruee:sl,i r;rg{; ral of the trade ¢ g:ﬁ?opp%}ésficsisfgggr
| at’ : L & R re:— x.] ': - . 3
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PFishing algo is their monaopoly. Pibul's
Government has by law reserved some
27 professions  for the Thais, which
accounts for the poor trade union
organizalion in these professions, like
the barbers. tavi-drivers and those
who ply the samiows (tricyeles).

The Chinese maintain their own
schools. and keep their own identity
and interest in the polities of the
mother country to such an extent that
the Thai Covernment has,found it
extremely dificult to curb their acti-
vities. Previousily immigration from
China was unrestricted, and large
npumbers migrated io Thailand {rom
arcas where tiie Chinese Communists
or the more radienl elements lheld
sway. In 1947, the Thal Government,
on the persuasion of Pridi, passed an
immigration rvestriction law, fixing
200 55 thwe quota for most nations; but
the cuota for the Chinese was fixed
at 10.000. In the following year, how-
ever, the Songkram Government re-
duced it to 260. the same as for other
nations. And when the Communists
overran the whole of the Chinese
mainland, the Songkram Government
completely banned the immigration of
- Chinese. That, however, docs not
mean that in actual practice no more
Chinese arve entering Thailand. Chi-
nese are clever in Dbribing people to
circumvent the luw, and the Thal
civil servants, poorly paid, make it
easy for more Chinese to get permits
to enter Thailand.

Politics in Thailund revolves round
{he Chinese minority, which has over
a dozen newspapers in Bangkok alone.
Most picture houses in the capital
exhibit Chinese pictures, some of
them propagatinz extremist ideas.
But there is little inclination on the
part of the ‘Thai Government to stop
such activilies. Occasionally there are
police reund-ups of Chinese, and some
of the Sino-Thai clashies in the past
have been secrious.

Thailand is living under a shadow
of Communist victories in China, Viet-
Minh, and Communist guerillo, war-
fare in Burma and Malaya., When
would the steamroller overrun Thai-
land? That seems to be the question
foremost in everybody’s mind.

The Imperial Chinese Government
claimed Thailand as a part of the
Chinese Empire, which the Thais re-

_ pudiated.  Normal diplomatic rela-

tions between the two countries have

never existed. Thailand would not
azree because of  the fear that the
establishment of o Chinese legation in
Bangkok. which, in view of the strong
Chinese minority in Thailand, mient
act as an inspiration to Chinese, citi-
sens to work acuinst (he interests of
Thailand. &

Fvar sinee the end ol World War 11,
Thailand has been culliveting clese
relations with the U. 8. A. because

that is the only power thag can help
her should her neighbour on the north
threaten her security. This
v of cleser honds with the U. <. AL
s been very  maried sinee Pibul
ized pewer in IIe has gone
hack to the traditional pelicy of play-
ine one kig power off againet another.

Thailand is America’s favourite in
Asia. It is the cnly ccountry in {he
continens which toes the U. 3. policy
unresoevedly,  and gets advantages
from the U. S. A, It does not have
to beg ior loans; the loans arc eiven
to her by the International Baniz for
2econstruciion and Development on
the mere asking. When certain
powers proposad that o small country
like Thailand should be freed from the
oblizations of reparations, Thailand
did not show any interest and nrefer-
red to pay. She has, and il have,
as many dollars as she wants.

7. 8. trade relations with Thailand
bave been strengthencd in the recent
vears; several new business houses

~have sprung iip. and the U. S A, tohes
all Thot rubbor and tiz. Americans
are weleome in Thoiland: they do not
even necd o visa. One of the two
important English dailies, The Bang-
%ok Post, is run by Americans. and
the coditor is reported to be acting as
political adviser to the ruling circles.
1t is beeause of these links with the
U. 8. A. that Thailund runsg sgainst
the stream of Asien scntiment. She
particinated in the Intei-Asian Rela-
tions Conference in Delhi in 1047 hut
when India called the Aszicn-Nalions
Conference on Indonesia in 1919,
Thailand did not attend and sent only
observers. Unlike the other Asian
naticns, she has been supporting US.A,
policy towards Chind and North
Korea, and was brobably the only
Asian nawion that has sent treops to
ficht against North  Kored. The
U. 8. A. can depend upon Thailand to
support any policy thnt she initi-
ates.— (Copyiighty.
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, IRAN_ today has in her everything
X that goes fo make a political pawn
.- of  a country—strategic importance,
-, economic’ potentials, administrative
chaos” and governmental insecurity.
Her fate was practically sealed way
- back in 1907 when, under the ‘Persian
Deal; Britain and Russia agreed on a
principle of virtual bifurcation; Russia
‘was to_be given a free hand in north-
~ern Iran’ and Britain.was to be at
- liberty to influence the south.

‘There. is only, one end this state of
afinirs can lead fo—-another Xorea,
and perhaps a bloodier one this time.

~The stage is'set and the curtain may

cobe cung up much  earlier than the
-world expects. ’

- It is inevitakle that Russia should

cesire the ailegiance of Iran some day

because (i) it will give Maoscow 2

badly-needed outlet to the seas, (i) it

will help Russic pcet control of the-

world's :nost desirea oil fields, (ii) it
will hel;p her vuifiank Turkey which
is ncw tite on'y country in the Middle
East that can assert itself and (iv) it
will give her a firmey grip on India
; zind neighbouring countries.
These are all important factors and
;one ¢f them is epongh to set any
power:-conscious patinn thinking. For
Russia, tue temptation is much too
-~ irresistible - for, to crown everything,
she has the same border line with
Iran. :
A 10ad to the se. is verhaps Russia’s
greatest impeditnent  in her march
“towards world supremaey. In  land
forces the Russian might is unrivalled,
~while in air power she runs a close
second to  America. Bu! when it
commes to the navy, Russia lags {ar
behind. The Yewson for this is not so
- much lock of materials as lack of a
long apd useful coastline; her north-
ern coust along the Baltic Sea is prac-
- tically inefTective as it is alinost closed
“in by Sweden and Denmark, as also
because it is icebound during winter,
If, therefore, she could get control
cver: the Persian Gulf, and through
- that-to the Arabian Sea, Russia would
~-permanently solve her naval problem.
,,‘Inder;d she would stake anything on
such & venture.. '

bt 1on

IRAN-A DANGER SIGNAL
.. " ByG.GEORGE

But oil, undoubtedly, constitutes @

much stronger attraction than sea for-

Russia. At present Britain enjoys
Iran's covetable cil cancessions, the

. British Government holding .55 per
cent share capital of the Anglo-Ira~ .

nian Oil Company. Abadan on the
Persian Gulf has grown in importance,
thanks to the new huge refinery.
These are invaluable assets to Britain
and the West, and Russia is genuinely
perturbed at it. By bringing Iran
under control she can get hold of not
only Abadan but also the rest of the
Middle East oil, in Iraq, Syria and in
Lebanon.

Even if the next war breaks out in
soma remote corner of the globe,
Ruszia might find it necessary to
strike simuitancously at Iran too, if
only. te maintain her essential oil sup-
plies, during the war. And this is an
inescapable fact that the world will
have to face sconer or later, however
grotesque it might look. : '

Equally important, from - Russia’s
point of view, is the necessity to make
Turkey’s existence more precarious.
ot one of the Middle Eastern coun-
tries can now claim hailf Turkey’s
strength when it comes to self-
defence. The Turks are cxtreme
nationalists, brought up in a tradition
of assertive patriotism; cven without
super power in war materials, they are
capable of holding their own. For
Russia, then, the sanest strategy is
to outflank inconvenient Turkey, and
an obedient Iran is the surest way to
a realization of this aum.

With Iran under her thumb, the rest
is easy fer Russia, as Iraq and Syria,
the other two countries bordering on’
Turksy, are foo weak tu raise a finger
in protest.

Last, butnot at all less significant, is
he foet thet there is an inviting road
rem Russia o Indin thyough Iran.
ndia hias now risen to 2 stature when
he counts most in Asia. For the

—

supremacy, it is’ inevitable
shiould tow the line to

1 or that wou'ld be as good as

aving the who!z of Asia.

Russian tervitory reaches up to the

borders of Kashmir and now with the
seizure of Tibet by China, the entire
northern boundary of India has turn-
ed red. If Iran could also be sub-
jugated, it would open 2 road to India
from the West as well. It is true that
Afghanistan and Pakistan lie as a
buffer region still, but Russia would
rather include them in the same bag
with India than let them block her
way to New Delhi.

In short, through Iran lies Russia’s
path to the two nations that matter
most in the southern exposuré—
“Turkey and India.

nussian Tactics Are Admirable

with this her final goal well in
view. Russia has been following the
familiar policy in Iran. The Commu-
nist Tudeh Party is now a force that
con throw its weight about and it has
been” making its presence felt too. A
People’s Republic of Azarbaijan is just
one of the party’s demands. To aug-
ment the Tudeh Party's claims to
national service, Russin  has been
openly wooing Iran with gifts and
promises.

When the Shah touved the U. S.
recently. his pleadings for American
Iood supplies were received with cool-
ness in Washineteon cireles: seizing the
opportunity Russia offered Iran a sub-
stantial quality of food. And foed is
the surest way to the hearts of needy
people. Besides, when Russia was oc-
cnnying Azarboijan for a hbrief period,
from 1941 to 19246, she displayed a
winningly liberal heart to the people.
Schoacls and hospilals sprang up in
profusion; roads were arestly improv-
ed; eleciricity found lts way to some
touwns for the first time; public utility
institutions were built.

Eut the subtlest touch of all perhaps
was the removal of recently introduc-
ed anti-opium laws, an unfajling move
to ensure  popularity. Later. wien

nzsia withdrew from Azarbaijan at

Traivs insistence, it is not surprising

if the Communist protest dzmonstra-
tions had considerable public backing.

Russia, however, is not 4 power to
be satisfied with mere wooing, If
weoing fails to vield the desired result,
force would be the next inevitable
sten. And unilike iorea, Tran cannct
even present a case {or localization if
and when a conflict starts. For Russia
here has none else through whom
she can act. A MNorth Korean or a

China being conspicuous by its |
absence, Russia has to set out herself

__and when Russia is in the fray, the

whole world is in it.

But will Russia actually march her
combat troops into Iran and conquer
the Shah’s land by force? Not likely.
This is one of the spheres where
Russian tacties compel admiration.
Moscow has by now perfected the art
of breeding satellites—an art wilich
has helped her become mistress of
the greater part of EFurope without
actually ‘conquering’ any cauntry.

A satellite in Iran teco is perhaps all
that Russin needs; at any rate that
would be sufiicient to further her
schemes il Asia and the Middle East.
But geceraphical and political condi-
tions make the threat of direct action
by Russia herself in Iran greatest. An
insurrectionary leader of the calibre
of Ho Chi-minh cannot be found in
iran, nor a government like the one
in forth ISorea to precipitate action.
Nor is it possible lo Iet loose lavge-
seule revolutionary tacties as they now
do in Burma or Malaya.

Tran’s owh policy in these circums-
tances is as intriguing as it is cuutious.
The Shah displays an intense cager-
ness to impart the imnression ol un-
serupulous neutrality. His visit o the
United States, with all the splendour
of on  Oricntal  monarch, was  an
obvious cause of displeasure fov | ovick
Trussia,

But fne  Shah has more
combensated tor it aad this
seoms Lo he the resull of o ;
distruzt of  America and Testorn
Turopean powers.  In November last
Tran sionca a trade poace with Rus
The veiece of Amcerict prosaencts are
rno more heing relayed by Paodio Tehe~
ran. a fact which touched the Ameri-
cons to the core. On the ofher hond,
the eliicial Isanion oewsareacy has
siavied  dittributing hox donls from
g, the Sovier news 2ooney. Ten
men of the Taden Pary rolenily
ccaned from joilo o caaked up ‘coeand’
as  some quarters would hove us
helievo,  And on the top ¢ i ennacs

~ unanimeous decision of ihe I 1190
is ond the Scnats to nolionnlize

~:r thys end the Zvitish cences-

sens 2 18 locks ke
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Bt the \wrst pzu-t of it is that, )f
Iran is really getting out of*the Alhed
‘grip, Britain and America are to blame
for it more than any one else. America
“hds been always displaying a cold and
sdisconcerting * attitude to Iran which
would offend any self-respecting
natmn, 1o say nothing of the status-
consmou., Shah.

Oﬂensive Anglo-Amencan Amtude

~-almpst every other corner of the globe,
“the U. 8. appears strangely hesitant to
render any aid to threatened Iran to
“-ward off a possible attack. Even food
‘never comes. The Export Import Bank
.has sanctioned a $100 million loan to
‘Iran. In October; 1950, a $25 million
“loan-was approved; even that is yeb
‘to reach Iran. A small consignment
of U. 8. military aid programme reach-
-ed Iran in January this year, though
the Iranians showed little or no
enthusiasm about it. The U. S. Press,
‘sensing danger in - this part of the
“world, has been asking for a “greater

.

‘While throwing away dollars in’

military gamble” in Iran. But the

:State Depariment, busy with the most
-tragic foreign policy sf modern fime,
-is _yet to ftake cognizance of this

demand.

Britain’s policy has ever been cal-
culated in its wily selfishness. To Bri-
tain, Iran is the embodiment of oil
wealth and nothing else.  Britain’s
stake in Iran’'s oil is too great and too
valuable fo be missed. But of late
there have been disputes between the
two Governments concerning oil
royalties. Britain has therefore always

felt that the weaker Iran is, the better .

it is for her. She thus perseveres to
keep Iran weak and poor, hardly

‘hnowmg perhaps that the Russian

Bear is round the corner.

If the Western powers continue
thelr present policies towards Iran,
probably the Shah will be left to fight
2 lone battle with the Kremlin war
lords. But that war cannot end there
and then it will be too late for the
Allies to wake up.—Copyrieht.
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CHUREEDHAR got married and Radha
2 hecame sad and concerned. She
could nst spend a single doy without
beine rominded ¢f her misiortune, nor
could she bear to see and hear the
new eouple talking and cutil jokes
and enjoying a loud langh, unmindiul
of her nresence. Radna howcve: nre-
teunded to share their fun. But on
rach cmile and each laungh and talk
there wos a tinge of grief and forlon-
ness. Definitely, Radha did not envy
her brother and sister-in-law. But
salf-nity surged in her heoart, and she

w4 iust minding her nsrsoaal
nd her ofilce vrorls and thus

t to  Nceela, As a  result,
i1 to econsider R’l dha to be
illed, arregant and jealous girl,
: avying her happy life with
Shreedhar.

Neeia could nst  help regarding
Racha with a critical eye. She began
to he irritatad by Radha's forlorn look
and even her preseice.  She could not
also discuss aboul.  Radho wivh her
Shreedhar. What  would he  say?
Weuld he not th that NCL]LL Was
unkind to his ortunale  sister?
Neeln did not want to mvplem; her

“husband and she strove hard to keep

up 2 pleasanty countenance. On hier
part, Radha too was avwore of Neela's
disnleasure, and al‘t’ became uxncomn-~
fortable.

Of nichts she weuld lie awake in
her bed tossing and turning, contem-
plating her misfortune and  olhers'
ma.bm v to undersiand her needs.

“Oh! What can I do? What cann I
do?” she would cry desperctelv.
Hitherto Shreedhar had beea an
understanding and sympathising bro-
ther., Now that Neela bhoad come,
kno=ingly or unknowingly, he also
began to avold Rodhiz. Probably Necla
was influencing him &gainst  her,
because he spent most of his time with
Neela herself. Rad ha felt herself an
unwanted element in her own bro-
ther’s house! Ai the same time she

]’,
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was teo inexperienced te go out and
seay alene away freur her  kinsfolk
and wos perplexed at Lailure in find-
ing 2 way oul.

She eould not judee anyihine pro-
rlv. She  eeowvld not see whether
o was right or wrong in divoreing
aer husband Sunder. which act she
had done some fow years back, These
doys shie wos uneasy and always in a

£ “ *
1ar and Rodha were the two
© rich  parents.
the world. so
Vicy ceuld not obtzin
l}‘ mm 2 their money. The two child-
ren were given the best posszi 1“ ccdu-
covion. Radia aad Uhlc(dh REARE

wend iy pel cliiidre 1!01 to act
oAy .,“ru \"f}. and  whim
Jivected them, Rodha wos o giv] used

1o 100 much 1‘2@.11(, constcavently, all
wer b(;:,.'.vn,' and riches eould not make,
ter o bord eirl. She wished always
ta be vrote vnccl by & sticneer person
thian her Podha alse had some
in her. Meverdaciess,
»ond married an amia-

Co8 o young man, cqual to

status and anpearance. He had
mc 1 ey auaiities ol friendly man-
ners, wstanding and Glial and

brotheriy love. He was always hanpy
and «ay.  This boy Radha scleeted.
Aud the match  was  approved by
navents of both and the happy- mar-
rinne toolr place in all its pomp.

This hapsiness did not a2zt long.
Sc*n Sunder found ont that he was
osuclly eheated by Radha’s oulward
bmm v, Raudha, the luxury-loving zirl,
: % Rl J‘-?::) o live v.'izh the parentis
of sunacer. The four sisters of Sun-
dor werp o hmee erowd for her. She
theraiore pestered him to find g
sendrate home for themselves. Sunder
was shocked., He was the only male
child and eldest son in the family and
consequently, he wanted to remain
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his aging parents, and his sisters

t-a’ torture to live away from their
company, nor-did "he want to displease
“his ‘wife, even. though she displeased

. him. " He was thus in a fix. In spite

wof -her timid heart, Radha was self-
\willed. and arrogant. Al Sunder’s

~attempts to make her understand his
position and responsibility could naot

‘make her. sensible. He even had to
‘be” ‘harsh on her sometimes. Yet
Radha’s wish was not to be altered. -

.Not .z single ‘cinema - show, not a

:single tiffin in .a restaurant was

--enjoyed by her alone with Sunder. At

i least one of the sisters was sure to be
- present with them. Though the girl

was pleasant ‘and cut jokes joyously

" -.and although .Sunder happily shared

the fun with his charming sister,

- Radha wore a grim face and never

“ utterly disappointed in her.

did more than give a tart reply to any
question put to her. But the sister
‘would just laugh and forget. Radha
-Seemed. to be quite blind to the kind- _
ness and good breeding of her sisters-
in-law. Naturally, her husband was
Sunder

’ _ was a kind brother, dutiful son and a

loving husband. He did his utmost

' 'to keep all in good humour. But did

Radha deserve him? )
It was a quarrelsome night. Sun-

-der was striving with Radha’s obsti-

.nacy. ‘
- “Radha, don’t you see that you must

“keep the sisters in good humour? You

- Irom them. The more

o

are the eldest daughter-in-law of the

‘house, and as a duty at least you must

act kindly  towards them!” Sunder

-sald to his wife. “See how lightly they

take all your insults and remain
happy! You must learn good sense
you behave
rudely, the more wretched you feel,”
he pointed  out kindly.

- “I don’t want to learn manners
‘Irom them!” she snapped.

“Radha, you want to live alone, and
that does not mean my sisters are
illnatured. T tell you once for all,

‘that I will not leave them and this
"% house!” His anger was kindled.

“They are so good manuéred. aren’t

- they, to dog their brother's foot-steps

:j'I‘ always? Not a minute of privacy, not
“..a minute of rest can I find in this

-wretched house. Can't I be spared

Irom 'their laughter and jokes even for

‘were: 5o  kind. and lively that he felt

a day?” Radha demanded haughtily..

. “For that you will have to go back
to your home! And as for rest, ‘I
don’t think you have Lo do any work
in this house. There are servants to
look' after everything and you do
nothing but eat, drink .and complain.
May I know what you have done to
this house ever since you stepped into
it?” Sunder sneered. :

“Do you want me to be a slave to
your sisters?”

This was terrible indeed! Did Sun-
der mean it? He could not contain
himself any longer. #He pounced on .
Radha and hit her forcibly on the
face. For that one moment he turned
out to be a savage.and the gold ring in
his finger broucht forth bloody scars
on her beautiful face. ,

That was all! Sunder was branded
as a cruel and monstrous husband
wishing his wife to be a slave to his
parents and sisters, who were like-
wise branded unfriendly and jealous.

No more proof was necded than the
scars on her face to secure a divorce
Tor her from Sunder. This she did at
the impulse of that moment and came
to her old home to live with her
parents- and brother, who fussed
greatly over her ill-treatment. Radha
was the apple of the eye to her family
and so the foolish parents, instead of
making her understand her duties as
a wife, off and on spoke hot words
about Sunder, which did nothing but
increase her hostility towards him. To
forget him and to keep her mind
pleasantly occupied, she joined an
office and became a (clumsy) career
girl.

In this way days, months and years
passed. Soon the two separated fami-
lies forgot or thought they forgot each
other. In the meanwhile, Radha and
Shrecdhar lost their parents one after
the other. Al this did not shake
Radha’s resolution to live in  lier
father’s home. To add to this, Shree-
dhar also paid kind attention to his
wronged sister’'s needs, as she had
become an orphan now. Thus every-
thing was smooth sailing till Shree-
dhar got married.

- * L4

Neela’s sidelong glances made Radha
uneasy. Here she could not protest,
she could not demand privacy.” When
she quarrelled with Sunder, she felt
the protection of her parents by her

side, but now, will her brother

‘Shreedhar I
 rel with his own wife? Then who will

allow her to - quar-

be there to back her up? Now she
realized that she remained in another
woman’s house, under obligation to
others. It was her brother’s home,
yet it was not her own. Radha wanted
to run -away from the house, where
she felt herself to be an intruder.

“Can't T go away from this pierc@ng
stare of Neela? Can’t I do sometl.nng
to make my life bloom once again?”
she pondered mournfully.

It was then the idea of matrimony
struck her once again. “Yes, I can
marry another man and leave this

- house ‘for good!” she thought hope-

fully.

But could she bring herself to it_?
No, definitely not! ‘There was Murli-
"dhar, a handsome boy, with no .pester—
ing sisters or parents but with no
money! Kiishankumar had plenty of
money, but who would marry that
potbellied, heavy, ugly fyame? The
talkative Hari was likewise ur}ﬁt for
marriage. Could anyone fill in t}xe
place of Sunder in her heart? What a
perfect gentleman he was! Yet he
was a brute who could not understand
his wife!....This was undoubtedly a
great problem. To get a divorce was
quite easy, to obtain a new husband
became a Herculean task. Could she
prefer an unpleasant and ugly hys-
band to Neela’s displeasure? Here 100
Radha’s arrogance wor.

. “Why should I leave this house at
all? If this is her husband’s house,

* it is my brother’s too! If she does not

want my presence let her walk out.”
Radha began to think in her own old
Iines. She wanted to win, yet, she
wanted the brother’s protection. ShTe
decided to cast off her forlornness. if
Neela stared at her, she stared back.
1f Neela spoke hotly, she spoke hotter.
Her self-pity and foriornness took the
shape of hatred towards Nc?la. She
openly began to find fault with Neela
in the belief that Shreedhar would
support her. But one day all her
neopes turned topsy furvy.
% * . %

- Necla was working alone in the
kitchen., Her cook had gone on leave
for a week, and as they counld not
obtain a substitute, Neela decided to
do the cooking herself. Racdha knew

this fact well, still, she remained in
hel own room firm as a rock. When
the cooking was ready, she thought,
she could go, finish eating, dress and
oo to the office.

Shreedhar had urgent business out-
side that day, and so hie wanted the
meal to be ready earlier. Neela strug-

" gled alone in the kitchen. -As can be

guessed, Neela herself was a rich girl
and an educated one. She too had no
need to cook in her mother’s home,
and consequently, due to lack of prac-
tice. she could not manage alone in
the kitchen.

" «Can somebody come and help me?”
she called from inside.

Radna just' shrugged in her room
and remained where she was. There
was a shadow at her doorstep. “Rgdhn,
why dont you go and help Nilu?”
Shreedhar asked.

“Are you her ambassador?” she
grinned vehemently.

“See. I have to go quick today., You
go and help her. Anyway, you have
to go only after 12 o’clock. You have
ample time!” His voice sounded a
bit commanding in her ears.

“Do vou want me to be a servant to
your darling Nilu?” sic demanded.

Shirecedhar’s face reddencd. “If you
are cating in this house, you must do
samething to prepare it!”

“I won't.”

“Then I won't allow my wife to cook
for you!”

That was the besinning of the break
between hrother and sister. Follp\v—
ing this, not a single day passed with-
out a quarrel. And in every quarrel
shrecdhar sided with nis wife. Radha
understond all. She was not wanted
in the house. Notwithstanding, she
decided to have 2 firm footling in the
house.

“T can’t telerate your wife's stares”
Radha complained one day to Shree-
dhar. -

“Then why do you remain here? T
can't drive her away for vour benefit!”
he shouted back. ‘

“Why did you marry her? *To taunt
me?”

“Did you want me to remain 2
bachelor all my life?  Why did you
leave vour husband, may I ask? I
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,dcn’t beheve yvur sisters~1n-law were
- as eruel a5 you are fowards Wilul?

““How dare you say that? They tor-
tured ome withh  thelr  perpeiual
<Upresence.”’ n o

“as you do s with yours! Now I
- gee that you are 1o blame. You 8nd
. fault for petly things if you are dis~
appointed,  You want all attention to
JUyourself,  you are jealous. That was
- why you did not like Ihese girls, angd
‘Bunder it you, i served you right
You bebave rudely towards others and
50 carny thelr displeasure toa! If you
want {0 live in my house now, you
Comust ehange, you must come to &
compromise. There is no excuse for

you to live in this-house, unless you

. bahave proverly,’ Tids was o voleano
Cerruption spitting out hard, hot and
tevrible traths.

Radha fell hersed a worm, she shi~
veved, trembled.  That night Radh
dreamt of Sunder and the ozd happen-
ings, She was shocked to note gl her
-old 'mistakes.  How terribie it was {o
ilve with 2 cruel sigter-in-faw!. ., Oy,
yeb Sunder’s sisters smiled, cut jokes
and fargot all her follies... Why
cotld she not smile tas a8t Neela's
cruelties? It was becauss the cruel-
ties were in herself.

Ruddenly the horrible {ruth dawned
.on ber. Al richés, beauly and paren-
tal protection will not help an avo-
Cogant but thnid gicl, unless she her-

cself contalned In nheor fbre o bif of
kindness, understanding, brouad-
raindedness and.a gentle tnch to get
along In life!

The next day davned with & great
enhange in Radha's behaviour, She
gob- up early, washed. dressed  angd
packed her Ihings, halled 2 taxi and
rode away, away from the house,
which she wanted o visit no more.
She alignted at the gale of a  big

bungalow, opered it timidly and
entered the compound.

“T wanb to see the magter,” she said
meekly to the servant at the door.

She was stralghtaway taken to the

- master's room, A gleam of swrprises

spread over his facﬂ a5 Radha entered
the room.

“Oh Bunder, forgive me,” she cried
desperately falling at  his feef, It
togk apes for me 1o rvealize that it is
more honourable ia slave for one's
own  husband than fo enjoy in a
Lrother's home. T eould not also bring
myself o marry aneirar man, The

law permitted, bub my conséience dig

not. 1 could not find a perfect man
fike you. Flease amem me now, and
I will be g chanped woman from this
day.” Her ganvalsive sohs would have
melied the hardest of racks.

Sunder waz motionless with woender
and overwhelming emotion ot this un-
wnected ouﬁ;bursz; of  Radha., As
though asking for heln, Sunder ealled
aloud, “Rattan, come here with the
babet!”

A lovely ym;ng ady with 2 honny :

baby in her Qvms came out from the
inner room. A_i, sm’n oi her, Radha
felt o pang yrip her heart, She had
eorrecled hurself, but too late!

IL 43 netd toke much $ime for her
to understand that Sunder was mar-
tied o  this homely and helpful
Rattan, and the honuy baby was his
Bhtle sgn! Hitheria Radha hoped that
she would be accepled. But now. ..
now all hier hopes vanished, gvery-
thing fell in o tangle, all were compli~
cated,, . 8he was well punished.

Comild Sunder deeept her now? Even
then, would Rattan  allow bim  te?
Would Radha go back fo her brother?
Would she marry zmy other man? Or,
wewld she remnin a2l alone i this
world to face sl difieulties that may
confront her in the futwre?.. . .0Oh ik
was /1 4 blury!

. ".len are todoy ruled by the ideal of the High Standard of Living,
and perturbed by ihe knowledge that even with about elghf howrs'
steady work for Gve-snd-n-balf days per week, under conditions of
gsevere industrial discipline unknown {o their anoestars, the standard
{e difficult o atiain, They are enormously greedy, they meditate
upon the depth of their greed; they diznify it by the name of an
fmypersonal titic ke the 'High Standard of Living’. This gresd is at
the root of most of the major politiesl problems, domestic and inter-
national, of the present day. The nolion Is current that, above gl
things, the sequisition and consumption of o great amount of material
~wealth {s man’s most proper good-—Herman Finer,

Y

THE INDUS CIVILIZATION

By P. L.

'IN the twenties of this century the

excavations carried out by a band
of selfless enthusiasts in the heart of
Sind’s sandy wastes brought to the
surface evidence of an old civilizaticn

‘which opened up 2 new vista, and shed

a fresh gleam of light on many a dark,
uniliumined page of Indian histecry.

The discoveries. ai Mohenjo-Daro,
literally “the mound of the dead” in
Sind, and at Harappa in the RMonti-
gomery district of the Punjab wwere
indeed-of an epoch-making cnaracter.
The names associated with the dis-
coveries were R. D. Banerji, Jonn
Marshall. M. S. Vats, K. N, Dikshit and
Earnest Mackay.

Thie partition resuired in the chief
sites of the Indus valley civilizotion—
Mohenjo-Dare, Harappa and the
Mekran coast in Baluchistan--becom-
ing parts of Pakistan. We in India,
therefore, have been left with only
some of the objects unearthed at these
sites decades back or with an area
regarded by expelts as potentially vich
for useful excavations in this period.

It is now widely aceepted that the
Indus civilization was by no means
confined to the Indus valley and that
traces of it are to be found in Kathia-
war in the south, on the borders of
Rajputana and possibly in the Ganges
valley.

Given time, we in this country
might, in the not unforseeable future,
land con sites whose wealth of detail
makes the older ones look rather poor
in comparison. But until we do so,

- interest inevitably remains rivetted on

those that have vyielded such rich
dividends in the past.

It is a matter of geniune sqtisfacticu
that the Government of Pakistan have
at their digposal the services i no
Izss famous an archacologist thun Dr.
R. E. Mortimer-Wheeler, until lateiy

- Director-General of Archaeology in

India. Dr. Wheeler with a band of

- co-workers is now engaged in dis-

covering at Mohenjo-Daro evidence of
older civilizaticns beneath the ruinc of
those so far uncovered. Besides he is
endeavouring to fill in the details in «
picture which in certain essentials is
not yet guite complete.

MEHRA

Before we can appreciate the latest
contributions to the field of research
it is very necessary to understand fully
the present state of our ktowledge in
regard io the civilization of the Indus.

For one thing the discovery of the
Indus civilization takes back the story
¢f cur past to nearly 2.000 yeors B, C.,
1. ”JJ rs farther back in the reccsses
of e, before tie Aryans embarked
on Indian seil. This civilization was
contemporanesus- with  that of old
Babylon and the great Sumerian civi-
lizations at  Kish and Tell-Asmar.
Again tiie Indus people were flourish-
ing at a time when at Ur in Mesapota-
mia royal palaces and tombs were go-
ing up.

The Indus civilization was thus as
old. if not older, and quite as advanc-
ed, if not more advanced than some
of the corliest civilizations known to
man. “Tiwe vallev of the Indus takes
its rank with the velleys of the Nile,
the Tigris and the Euphrates as hav-
ing contrivuted to the most ancient
phase of human civilization of which
we are yet aware,”

Vast Area Covered

Another important fact about the
Indus civilization was the vast area
over which it extended. For not only
Mohenjo-Daro in the bed of the old
Indus yielded the traces of this cul-
ture, but 450 miles {o the north at
Harappe in the Montgomery distriet
in the Punjab, some equally important
finds were unearthed.

Even at Nal, in far Baluchistan,
Amri, Jhukar, Lohumjo-Daro’ and
Chanhu-Darg m Sind, and Xotla-
Nihang in the Punjab, allicd sites
were discovered. The tireless Sir Aurel
Stein succeeded even in tracine the
ancient caravan road studded as  he
belicved with a whole series of pre-
historic sctilements. This  carvavan
route was the hizhway of commerce
batween the peaple of the Indus and
their conrtemyporaries in fur Iran and
Mesopotamia.

A charvacteristic of the excavations
at Mohcenjo-Daro is the plan of the
old Indus city, the shape of a rce-
tangle. The upper part of the city is
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40, feet wide . and 40 feet. high and
fcamprxses the remains of a large pil-
“Jured hall, a cloistered court and a
T'pubhc bath.

“<“The ‘bath’ is a very 1mportant struc-
.ture It is nearly 39 feet long, 23 feet

wide and 8 feet deep. There is a

. flight of steps at its either end. The
7 feeder is well situated in one of the
“.adjoining rooms. The water from the
. bath is discharged by a huge drain
with a corbelled roof more than 6 feet
in height.  The court, the hall and
the bath have been variously regard-

ed as buildings of palaces, temples.

and, or, municipal halls. -

Below them, for they are on a raised
. platform, is the ‘main town with
streets as wide as 30 feet, running at
right angles and dividing the fown it-
self into a series of rectangles. The
houses in the streets represent a pro-
gressive decline in-spaciousness and
comforts. Those at- the lowest level,
and there are seven distinct habita-
tion levels at Mohenjo-Daro, were big
and commodious, but they gave place
. 'to smaller and meaner types in the
. upper occupation strata, possibly
‘owing to a gradual rise in the level of
the Indus.

There is no gamsaymg the fact that

the first people ‘'of Mohenjo-Daro were

-+« Hving in big, well-built brick-houses,
- fitted with baths connected with the
sewer served by an efficient drainage

- system. The houses were also pro-
vided with open courtyards and pri-

© vate wells. They were two or more
storeys high, for stairways leading up-
wards are found aftached to all
houses.

" The religion of the Indus people and
the language which ‘they wrote—and
spoke—have remained the most inte-
resting subjects of historical research
.and ‘speculation. No evidences of
-crganized relizion have so iar been
found, nor have any temples been un-
earthed. Interest has, however, cen-
" tred round the seal of a thres-headed
horned deity seated cross-legsed on
a low stool or throne,-in a po»ture
traditicnally asseciated with raligious
meditation.

Around this figure are grouped
various animals, in devotional atti-

’fortlﬁed by a great wall of mud-bnclxs

tudes. The figure has been regarded
as a representation of God Shiva, the
three faces standinz for the three
eyes and the horns with the tall head-
dress sn earlier representation that
later ‘evolved into the famous trident

Another equally interesting charac-
ter is a figure found widely distributed
in the houses at Mohenjo-Daro. This
is the seal of the famous Maother
Goddess. 1t is believed that the peo-
ple of the Indus valley worshipped
their deity even as those in Western
Asia ‘and India worshipped her.
Besides these two “deities,” no other
clue is to hand in regard to the reli~
gion of the people or their meode of

" worship.

The language which these peaple
spoke has not so far been asecerfained
with any accuracy. It has been point-
ed out that their pictographic script

‘bears a close resemblance to toe

proto-Elamite script. The real diffi-
culty in regard to the language is the
fact that the extant inscriptions of
the Indus valley people are the very
brief ones found on their seals and
other amulets. No long documents
have been found out that might lead
to some more useful clue, nor has g
bilingual seal been discovered to yield
us the secrets of the mysterious writ-
ing of these no less mysterious people.

Who were these peopla
valley‘> Were they Dravidians or, as

. the examination of the skeletal

remains show, of a mixed race, the
Mediterranean being the wpreponde-
rant type? At the very best we can
but guess and surmise.

We are thus in posscssion of certain
basic broad outlines in regard to the
people of the Indus valley. Theirs
was a city civilization and from the
townplanning, the public baths and
the elaborate drainage system, it is
evident that theirs was an advanced
stage of town consciousness. We know
parts of this picture; that they used
for their food besides barley and
palm-dates, mutton, pork, fish and
eggs; that for bhousehold articles
besides pottery, both plain and paint-
ed, they used vessels of copper, bronze,
silver and; porcelain: that the humped
bull, the sheep and the camel were

. domesticated animals; that the axe,

the spear, the dagger and the mace—

of the Indus -

-

significantly not the sword—made of
copper and bronze were their weapons
of war.

Some Questions That Remain Riddles

But we know not: Who these people
were? Where did they come from?

" How-did their civilization prosper for

a time and then disappear all of a
sudden? Above all, after the Indus
civilization and before the advent of
the Aryans, who filled the stage?
These are indeed big guestion marks.
Some efforts have been lately
made to answer the queries, to help
solve some of the riddles, though
much more remains fo be done.

Dr. Mackay's excavations at Chanhi-
Daro since 1935 have shown thiat the
Harappa culture in this part of Sind
was ; superseded by more inlrusive
cultures, for instance those of Jhukar
and Jhangar. He has even computed
that the abandonment of the Indus
cities took place as late as the 16th
century B. C. The political system of
the Indus people, Dr, Mackay believes,
was akin to that of Sumer: a priest-
king aided by a rigid bureaucracy rul-
ing over a servile population.

In the exeavations which he carried
out in Harappa in the summer of 1946,
Dr. Wheeler uncovered a vast cemetery
where the remains of as many as fifty
dead were found. Coffin burial seemed
to bg common. Another cemetery
brought to light the practice of frac-
tional urn-burials also but they were
of a people of a later inlrusive culture,
possibly, Dr.. Wheeler surmises, the
Aryans. '

It is likely, the same authority con-
tends, that the fall of Harappa coin-
cided with the pre-historic advent of
the Aryans. The reference in the
Rig Veda of Indra's hostile citadel;
may be to Harappa or other
cities ye¢ unknown to us. It is an
intriguing gquestion whether the Rig
Vedic reference to a hundred cities
made of stone which Indra overthrew
for his worshipper, Divodasa, has any
connection with Harappan cities.

According to Prof. Arvmuthan of
Behar, the culture of Harappa was a
consxstently Vedic culture for Harappa
Shiva has a close resemblance to
Vishnu. Since Vishnu is distinetly

Aryan, snd by no means Dravidian,
the culture of Harappa need not be
Dravidian. In fact Harappa culture
may be regarded as the starting point
of classical Hinduism in India.

At Mohenjo-Daro so far we have
evidence of seven occupation strata,
distinet, clear and distinguishable
from one another. Dr. Wheeley's pre-
sent elforts are designed to go ecven
deeper than these seven strata, for he
believes that the remains of still older
civilisations may be buried under-
naath.

An interesting discovery in the
racent exeavations has been the dig-
cing up of a mound wiere the remains
of a citadel of the third millenium
B. C. have been found buried. In his-
torical times tiie mound had a2 Bud-
chist temple above it.

Cne of the arcatest mysleries
shrouding the Induq civilisalion at
MMohenjo-Daro is an explanation s to
why it fell. On the score of some
skeletons found in distorted positions
at the bottom of a stair-case leading
to a well, and again in one of the

strects, it has been surmised that the
people might have iallen victims fo
an agonisine epidemic.

-At Mohenjo-Daro no city wall of the
Harappa variety has even been found,
and there is the interesting fact that
no large stores of weepons have been
unearthed at cither of the {wo cities. -
The Indus peonle weren't thus war-
like and may be they fell an easy prey
to some powerful neignbours who des-
troyed them.

The vagaries of the Indus with its
cverchanging course may have been
an explanation; ithe water level may
have risen all of 2 sudden and the
prosperous  well-built  cities . over-
whelmed.

Surmises all! ¥Yes, but micht have
been, surmises and  cuesses are the
Listorian’s stock-in-trade until hie can
land on some solidd ground vhich could
uphold a plausible and a convincing
explanation. It is to fill in the seri-
cus lacuna in our present Immawledge
of the Indus civilisation that a whole
band of students of history, recear-
chers and excavators are now hending
their energies. We wish them all
Godspeed.-—(Copyrighty.
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L _ ‘ By V.P.

. AT I:as_t the film people gdthered on
Lo Friday the 28th December, 1951,
‘tc pay long due homage to P. C. Barua

'the ace film director. The meeting
."was not called by IMPPA which had
" basjed a resolution of condolence at
. ,thg executive meeting, but by - the
stage and screen committee of All-
..-India Peace Councii. The organisers
~of the meeting were rather nervous
about the success of the meeting but
_hu.ndreds of people turned at Sunder-
bai Hall {Bombay) not so much per-
”haps to pay homage to Barua as to
have a glimpse of the stars. )

, This may sound rather unkind but
It is true. For the crowd showed little
.interest in’ the meeting itself and
rushed to the staga to take an auto-
.graph of a Bengalee star who was
almost unknown to most cof the pic-
turegoers of Bombay. They did not
heed Nitin Bgse’s reques: to observe
silence .In view of the sanctity 'of the
occasion. . L

~Apart frem_the crowd, the meeting
ﬁ':self was not very successful for the
" simple reason that no goed speech
. was made. Phani Muzumdar spoke so
fast that the effeét of his excellent
)speech was completely ruined. Nitin
‘Bose was too slow and almost inaudi-
: ble.while' the poem that Kanhayalal
recited in honour of Barua was in bad
taste. Bakolesh who, it was said
‘kne'.v Barua personally made a very’
. hiackneyed speech - full of platitudes
and generalizations whizh lacked the
. personal touch. Hemant Mukerjee's
. song also went flat because it was in
‘Eengalee. And funnily enough the
audience was asked to stand in silence
befere the resolution of condolence
o was moved. But since none of these
’,Vad}gnltques were spearers, they could

~appeaved on  the

SATHE

hardly be blamed far their poor per-
formance.
- Thne very fact that: the
gathered together to pay a ysirilcaer'g
homage fo 2 -great arvtiste was itself
ve_ncugh. Significantly no representa-
tive ,_of IMPPA wzs present at - the
meeting which was altended by Nitin
B'ose, Phani Muzumdar, Jairaj, Jag-
dish Sethi, Bipin Gupta, Premnath,
S. K. Ojha, Achala Sachdev, Ismat
Chugtai, Sudhin Muzumdar, Ashita
R. C. Boral, Jawad Hussain, Bimal Rov’
and cthers. ~ Messages from Shantd:
ram and Kardar who could not attend
the meeting ‘were read by Nitin Bose.
hie other film function of the week
was 2 happy one. On Saturday 29th
Ambalal Patel gave a gala tea party at’:
f;n open air theatre at his residence to
Raoj Kapoor felicitating him on the
success of Aware. Raj Kapoor who
hud been to Calcutta for five days and
; ’ stage in Prithvi
rI"h‘:eatx"es two plays, rushed back on
Saturday to attend this party which
wes attended by many film stars and
Iepqmg iigures of Bombay Society
with a capital S. The guests were
(req.ted to dance and songs in typical
Gujrati style and later to dance music.

Ths; film personalities present on the
occasion included Fazulbhoy, Kumar
Pramiua, Agha Jan, D. Bilimoria,
David, Jagadish Sethi, Motilal, Sho—'
bh_ana Samarth, Hiten Chowdhary
Jeiraj, Ram Kamlani, Kamini Kau-:
shg.l, S K. Ojha, Nalini Jaywant, Leela
Chitnis and, of course, all the mem-
bers of the R. K. Films unit. The

interest evinced by the Society in film

sfvars_, especially in Raj Kapoor, was
:slgmﬁc:mt; for only a few years ago
the same society used to look down
upon stars as riff-raff, .

pPicture Of The Week

Have the film critics a double stand-
ard? They measure Awara by one.
standard and Albele by the other.
Otherwise how could they be so criti-
cal of the former and so adolatory of
the latter? The only reason is per-
haps that while they went to see
Awara with pre-conceived expectation
and found it wanting in some mea-

_ sure, they went to see Albela without

ithan an

any expectation and -found it sur-

prisingly entertzining.

Judged by the same standard
Albele is a mediocre picture and it
suifers mainly because of the mis-
casting of Bhagwan himself. Imagine
plump, short Bhagwan trying to be
amart and romantic like Raj Kapoor
in Sargam. The result is not even
funny—it is rather pathetic.

To enjoy Albele one has to get
over this main shortcoming; once you
do it is quite a delightful musical
comedy revealing the genius of Bhag-
wan more as an author and director
actor. Even as an actor,
when he is called upon to be sniffy,
naive, he is superb, it is only when he
becomes 2 hero that Bhagwan appears
ridiculous.

As an author Bhagwan has suc-
ceeded in blending comedy and emo-
tional drama cleverly. The comedy
and music is supplied by the hero’s
efforts t¢c become a stage-star; the
emotional drama is provided by the
sufferings of the poor hero’s family.
And both these stories run side by
side and are blended in the end in a
touching climax in which the hero
mects his father and sister.

The hero belongs to a lower middle
class family; his iather is faced with
the problem of finding money for the
daughter’s marriage. Thanks to his
love for the theatre, instead of find-
ing money the hero loses his job and
the father turns him out. In search
of a job in the theatre he breaks in
to the house of Asha, the dancer and
shows his readiness to be even a
menial servant. When she discovers
him singing she tokes him to the
theatre. On the first day he makes a
fool of himself in dance rehearsal—in
these sequences Bhagwan is really
superb. -

It is later when Bhagwan becomes
the star and partner of Asha that he
looks unnatural. But then the music
by C. Ramachandra comes to his

rescue. Between C. Ramachandra and
lyricist Rajendra Krishna, they have
manufactured songs which though not
novel are delightful and tantalizing.
Indeed, in a way they are the saviours
of the picture. For in the later sequ-
ences Bhagwan has no scope for his
comic antics.

Anyway, while Bhagwan is heralded
as o stage-star. he does not forget
his family. He regularly sends money
to his father. The money does not
reach the family; the gangster brother
of his sister-in-law takes it away.
Meanwhile the sister’s marriage is
broken. the mother falls ill and dies.
and the elder brother’s conduct forces
the aged father and sister to leave
the home and go a-begging in the
streets. It is at this stage that Bhag-
wan who has by now fallen in love
with Geetn Bali suddenly feels that
he must go back to his parents—but
he fails and ultimately confronts
them in the audience while acting
on the stage.

This story which sustains our inte-
rest is often  interrupted by songs
and dances which are presented in
typical Santoshi fashion without, of
course, the same polish. The whole
picture is very crude and clumsy as
manifested most by Bhagwan himself
in his acting. Unfortunately Geeta
Bali and other artistes have little
scope in the picture to show their
talents.

Vet, with all its erudeness the pic-
ture ceriainly succeeds in giving good-
amusement and gives a slight glimpse
of Bhagwan as a potential come-
dizn. If Bhagwan sticks to comedy
and does not indulge in romantic
heroism, he would go very far in the
realm of sccial films.

Personality Of The Week

Though she has a very passive role
in Albelu Geeta Bali still manages to
impress the audience with her heauti-
ful performance. BEven..while enact-
ing a love scene with Bhagwan she
appears to he convincing and sincere.
That is. I think, a truc achicvement
for an artiste of Geeta's calibre and
status. Any other artiste might have
refused to play this role.

But then Geeta has never been
fastidious in the choice of role. Other-
wise she would never have agreed fo
play a sort of vampish other woman
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n Baazi.. Yet," 1ais_‘i>a." cabaréi; _dancer Geeta and Ashok. The picture is
who loves the hero, she contributed a = almost complete and is expected to be
g{em‘pf a performance. C- an artistic piece of work. Let us hope

: ~Ivndteed',’ she is “one of the most Ceeta makes good in her new vénture

_ KOREAN"
dependable - artistes, though at oge 28 She has in acting.

.+ :time she was supposed to be unlucky News Of The Week By RABINDRANATH TAGORE
. as most of the pictures in which she -——Ramanand Sagar in association . ) '
- appeared flopped at the box office. with Ashalata Biswas and V. P. Trivedi (While rending the old issues of “Indian Wiiting” o magea-
~Of "course, she was. hardly to be = has launched Sagar Art Productions zine conducted by Indians resident in London during the st
"7“blamed for it; yet it would be true to and on Monday 31st Dec. 51, he per- , war, 1 came across the following article. The ‘lctt;zg' was
. gay that she was called upon to por- formed the muhurat of his new pic- i written by Tagore in Bengali, and znclﬂudeﬁd 17& g 4&;'0;3?0221;9;1
i “tray many.putrid roles in those days. ture Mehman. . Written and directed engitled Lelters from Russia,” und was translate f?;;”, Ef';ﬁff ;3)L
‘;’;Q,But now the luck has changed and by Sagar, Mehman stars Nimmi, Prem- ?"rcg?ggggg;f%?t% {I(;]e ]fgfgage}zﬁ;é‘s%qn (()sfulzlzz%.icﬁf(g ‘;fzzf,f,«zi
.- today Geeta is considered to be a  nath, Sajjan, Purnima. Anil Biswas is Subremaniam, one of its editors. The letter shows the prophe-
- “hit-star and the team of Geeta Bali giving the music. lic insight of the Poct, for his conclusions on Korea hnld good
~1.and Dev Anand is featured in many -—Paul Zils has completed Zalzale now as ever, and the questions he had raised are s et un-~
: answered —V. Subramanian.) :

TALK WITH A YOUNG

. pictures. Geeta Bali is not a parti- Qpn the new year day he is also per-

“cularly beautiful and glamorous star.
.Rather, she is in a way plain, her eyes
‘being her most striking features.

~ No wonder, when she was in Lahore
nobody thought of giving her a star

‘.- ‘role.. She was playing small roles in

Pancholi Studio when the late Mazhar
Khan spotted her. And as in the case
_-of Veena and Munawar, Mazhar Khan
.- was right in choosing Geeta and im-
.-+ porting her to Bombay. But it was
‘"left to Kidar to discover her talent.
It was in Soha Raat that Geeta Bali
madle o name for herself as an artiste
-and since then she has been steadily
attaining greater histrionic heights.
In the beginning, she tended to over-
“act sometimes and her gestures were
affected; but now she acts with such
‘a rare ease and naturalness that she
reminds one of Kananbala in her
-~ prime. . Though Geeta lacks the gol-
den voice of Kanan she in many ways
resembles Kanan and is equally good

‘. at comedy as well as -emotional -
_ ..drama. What is more, she is an

. accomplished dancer who can put
- «over ‘Rumba-Samba’ dances and
classical Indian dances with equal
grace and charm.

-Now she has become a producer and
.she is producing Raag Rang under the
“banner of Bali Sisters. Her brother is
-directing the ’ picture which stars

forming the muhurat of his new pic-
ture Sitam. Written by Indar Raj
Anand, Sitam stars Geeta Bali, Dev
Anand. Motilal, Manju, Jagdev and
Pankaj Mullick who is also giving the
music. .

—In the wake of the success of
Rajput, Lekhraj Bhakri has started
the shooting of his second picture
tentatively titled Deevar. ‘1t will fea-

ture Suraiya, Jairaj, Sapru, Achala,
Baby Naaz in the principal roles and.

introduce two newcomers Din Dayal
Luthra and Deep Arora. :

—Aware, Amar Bhoopali, Patal

Bhairavi and -Babla are the four pic--

tures selected by the Federation as

represenfative Indian films for the

festival.

—Mehboob and his wife left for
U. X. on 28th Dec. 51. Dilip Kumar
and Premnath are expected toc leave
on 3rd Jan. 1952 while Naushad will
follow them in the second week of
January. Nutan is also contemplating
a short holiday in Europe.

—Pradip has been signed to write
the songs of Munshi Productions’
Baap Beti and Baechubai Shukla’s
Lal Killa for which R. C. Board is
writing the musical score. The story
¢f Lal Killa is based on a Gujrati
novel Dabelo Agni and depicts the
revolt of 1857.

]

The @endency has been to minimize differences between child and
child and to belittle what is beyond the scope and understanding of
the majority. There is still, surely, one aristocracy of which we

; -~ should take cognizance in education, and that is the aristocracy of

) crac;.‘—-—Miss G. M. B. Williams.

talent. Apgrt from' any consideration of individual justice, from the
natiohal point of view, there is urgent need to foster such an aristo-

HE Korean youth was taller than
the avergge Jupanese, spoke
English jeasily and with no difficulty

of pronunciation.
I asked him: “Don’t you like Japa-

‘nese rule in Korea?”

. “No”

" eWhy not? Hasnt veur country’s’

condition improved uuder ~ Japanese
administration?”

“It has, but briefly . speaking our
grievance is this: Japanese rule is the
rule of the capitalists. Korea is a
source of profit to Japan, the store-
house of her sustenunce. Man keeps
the objects of his use shining, because
they are his own property: He takes
pride in them. But men are not mere
godds and chattels to ke satisfied with
outward care.”

“Do you mean to say that if Japan’s
relation with Korea were one of
dynastic connection instead of being
mainly economie, that is, domination
of warriors instead of merchants, you
would have had no cause for com-
plaint?”

sphrough her eccnomic relations,
mighty Japan’s hydra-headed hunger
sucks the lifeblood out of us, while
dynastic domination is personal, limit-
ed: its burden is lighter. If the desire
is only to rule instead of fo exploit,
the whole country is able to maintain
i35 independence and self-respect even
by acknowledging it. But under
capitalist domination, our whole coun-
try has been reduced to a saleable
commodity. We are cbjects of greed,
not of friendship, nor glory.”

“Aren’t these thoughits you are

thinking and exwressing and this
eagerness for collective nafional seli--
respect due to your initiation® into
madern political education at the
schools which Japan has created?”

The Korean youth licsitated.

I said: “Lock at Chuna hefore you:
in the absence of zducation national
self-respect remains dormant among
the masses. So I see noihing but the
whirl of destructive frenzy among o
number of greedy indivicuals hanker-
ing for power. Thus the unfortunate
country has been lacerated and bath-
ed in blood and delivered over fo the
terror of the lootings and atrocities
of bandits and soldiers day and night.
Where through educatlion, the love
of freedom has not beeome real with
the masses, who can save them from
the . oppression cf the ambitious,
whether native or foreign? In such
circumstances, they are only a means.
of furthering the interests of the
power-seekers.  You deplore the fact
that your country has been reduced o
an instrument of the rich: such. a
condition never changes for those who
are ignorant and timid, whe rely on
fate and have no ~ontidence in self-
rule. I do not know IKorea’s condi-
tions, but if by medern  education,
even the first shool of freedom has
appeared among the people, is it not
from Japan, that you have received
this education?” }

“What matters it {rom whom we
have received it? Triend or foe, who-
ever has awakened us and by what-
ever means, the law of awakening
must run its course.”

“I agree, but that is not my argu-
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*‘ment. ' The issue is,vhas . education
. mdde’ 50 much progress in your coun-
“itry that the bulk of the people know
“itheir.own rights and can effectively
o~démand them? = If not, self-rule will
‘“hever be achieved by the people. even
“though. the foreigner is disarmed. The
cresult. will be civil war and tyranny.
The only way to keep personal selfish-
. ness<in check is to rouse the'collective
Anterest of the many.”

T “How can we fully  expect  from
‘strangers the  amount and kind of
“-education that can arcuse the con-

sciousness of the wnole country?”

- . ""If educated people like you feel the
~ want of such education in the coun-
" try, why shouldn’t ‘you undertake the
I task of spreading it as your first and
foremost - duty? Sentimentalism is
not enough  to save the country:
"Knowledge Is essential. I have
another subject in mind. For a long
time Korea has been weak by reason
- of geography, history or racial cha-
.racter. As modern warfare is a mat-
ter of science, and enormously costly,
will you be able to cut yourselves off
from Japan by your own strength and
defend - yourselves? Teli me truly.”

“We'can't, it must be admitted.”

“Then you must also admit that
the weak is not only a danger to him-
self, but to others as well. Inevitably
the -ambition of the mighty is
attracted from afar to rotate round
the centre of abysmal weakness. The
rider does not ride on the lion’s back
“but bridles the horse. Suppose
Russia comes and planis her flag on
the Korean soil, she thus becomes a
danger not only to Korea herself but
{0 Japan as well. In such circum-
stances, Japan is forced to strengthen
herself in Korea in order to check
“the progress of another power. Thus
it is impossible for Japan without be-
ing defcated ever to deliver Korea’s
destiny into her own feeble hands.
This is merely because of Japan’s
cupidity, it is vital to her.”

" “Your question then is; What is
Korea to do? We know we cannot
raige an-army capable of fighting a
modern war. Besides, in our present
‘Btate to build and use warships, sub-
marines, and ~ aeroplanes is = hardly
‘conceivable. Even to iry to imagine
‘it, is impossible under foreign rule.
And yet I cannot say that we must
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;'tll.lerefore throw ‘up our hands in

despair. Let me say what I think. A

- time must come when in this world
. the .economic rivalry befween Japa-

nese, Chinese, Koreans and other

races, will no longer remain the fore- .
mast historical phenomenon., Tl tell.
you why. Even among the so-called -

free peoples, the realm of wealth and
power is divided into two parts. A
few belong to one part and enjoy the
wealth, while the muiltitude belonging

to the other part bears its burden; a.
few by their own will light the fire.

of = power, Wwhile countless athers

against their will add (o its fuel, by .
“their own flesh anad blood. Through-

out the ages, this fundamental divi-
sion, these two layers, have existed
smong men the worlkd over. Up till
now the lower layer ¢f human society-
has accepted its humble position with'’
bowed head never doubting its inevi-.
tability.

I replied “They hove begun to think,
because in this age education has.
spread even among the lower sira-
tum in the West.”

“Admitted. Whatever the cause;

the epochmaking struggle that has
begun is no longer among the differ-
ent important races, but between
these two strata; between the exploi-
ters and the exploited. Here Xoreans
and Japanese, East and West, unite on
the same plane. Our misery, our

poverty is our great strength. This

it is which unites us all over the
world; it is through this that we shall
claim the future. But the capitalists
can never combine, because they are
separated by the unscalable walls of
self-interest. Our great hope is that
those who can truly unite will win
the victory. The great war that was
fought in Europe was a capitalist war.
The seed of that war has been broad-
cast all over the world to-day. Self-
interest is the birthplace, the cradle
of hatred.  Hitherto, the oppressed

were mutually divided by poverty and.

ignorance. Their hearts were pierced
by the arrow of death which lies hid-
den in wealth. Today we shall be
united by our suffering and our

poverty but the rich will remain.

divided by their wealin. Don't we
see this in the restless political tur-

-moil and dread fear among the

mighty?”

ifural s

-

MODERN TENDENCIES IN
INDIAN AGRICULTURE

By T. V. SUBRAMANIAN

INDIAN agriculture is considered to
‘be cne of the oldest in the world,
except perhaps that of China, and as
in China, it has a long and well estab-
lished tradition behind it.

Success in  agriculture is said to
depend mainly on three things, nature
and treatment of the soil, water facili-
ties, and frcedom from pests and dis-
eases. These were very satisfactory
in pur country in the past, production
was in, plenty, and there was happi-
ness and contentment.

Batfour says that healthy seil is a
teemin~ lhive of life and industry.
Sir Albert Howard. the great agricul-
entist, said in 1935 that the
farmers of the Occident and the culti-
‘vators of the Orient look wupon the
fertility of the soil from two different
voints of view, the one trying  to
ebtain crop production by means of
the ‘dnze’ and the other by means of
the ‘di=t’, and the ideal method would
iie belwoen these two extremes; in the
combhinzation of the advantages of
both. Dr. Keith Heyman says in a
letter in The British Medical Journal:

““We in our scientific cleverness can-

r}ot sufficiently replace this process of
life ¢f the soil by artificial fertilisers
any more than we can live on patent
‘medicines, mineral fats and oils. We
are first depriving it of all raw mate-
rials and then peisoning it with all
sorts of powerful and indiscriminate
poisons, sterilising it and rendering it
barren; we dress the seeds with mer-
cury (a protonlasmic neison) or cop-
per sulphate (@  poison again); we
spray our crops (and incidentally the
soil under them) with highly chemi-
cal pcizons.  The crops grown on such
soils may be bulky but will he deficient
in essentials and prone to pests and
diseases. Proper cultivation, using the
natural fertility of the soil and con-
serving it with animal and vegetable
composts, putting back into the soil
the organic material that we take

from it, reduces the incidence of pests
and diseases in the crop, strengthen-
ing their own inherent vresistance.
Chemical manures, which are almost
always highly poisonous to living
organisms, destroy the active life of
the soil bacteria and reduce the soil
fertility!” Dr. Wilfred Adams endorses
the above view and says that science
is the handmaid of the decline of
health and the soil which, he says are
the two appalling products of our
sclentific age. Fdward Hyams says in
The Hindw that 2 natural soil is a
community of matfer and species
vorking as a complex of life. Parts
cf the life of a scil—for scil is alive—
are the plants growing in i%, and {he
onimals living ca them. All consume
soil, but dying where they live they
return to it the substance of their
bodics lent to them for a lifetime. As
sonte vegelables, some animals require
cne clement rather than another, and
vegetable and animal siecies associ-
ate together in mutually supporting
complzmentary groups. A coil com-
ity is therefore a working living
balanced  association of  numecerous
sneeies. If any part of it is thrown
cuf of udjustment, the basis of it all,
the soil itself, is threatened, and may
die,

Ifumus is zaid to be the most im-
pertant item i soil  fertility. The
Chinese knew this 4,000 years ago, and
in the words of F. H. King, “in their
extensive and persistent use of the
Ieguimes in their rotation for green
manurss to maintain the humus of
their solls and composting, and the
almost religious fidelity with which
they have returned to their soils every
form of waste which can  replace
niant fcod required by the crops, the
Chinese have demonstrated a grasp of
cssential and fundamental principles
which may cause any nation to pause
and reflect.”  Japan, the most modern
country in the East, whose people
have a sense of assimilating and
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ing the" ‘night soil for manuring the
rice fields; of growing green manure
in’ ‘the fields or gathering it. from the
hills ‘and forests and taking back to
-'(.-the ﬁelds wastes’ from every availa-

v,l_(;‘ble -source. Nicholson says, “It is

nejther capital nor agircultural edu-
catmn nor government aid nor

.."imported  food supplies or fertilisers

“...that keep up Japan but the utilisa-
'“tion of those™ substances and forces

. which are or may be available . in

- ..greater or less degree to every farmer
.in any country. Utilisation™of wastes
. 'in. matter, space and time; and per-

+. - sistent, dogged and strenuous labour

‘.-are the secrets of agricultural success
,f-in this country.”

/. The full potentialities of humus are,
“according to Howard, best 0b1amed
“from the dressings of fermented mat-
ter supplemented by the addition of
suitable artificials. When fresh vege-
" -table and animal residues are added
to the soil the more readily decom-
. posable ‘constituents are atfacked by
~a large number of micro-organisms
present; decomposxtmn takes place in
proportion to the available nitrogen
o present and  humus is formed. The
~ actual utilisation of the vegetable and
animal wastes in - crop production
. takes place accarding to Howard, in
iwao diﬂerent steps; the formatlon of
‘humus and its incarporation in the
50il mass, and the slow oxidation of
‘ this complex mass product accompa-
.. nled by the production of available
. nitrogen. Both these steps are
Jbrought about by micro-organisms for
~“which suitable environmental condi-
© tions are essential. If the first stage
“ takeés place in the soil itself it is cer-
~taln to interfere with the  develop-
~ment of the crop because the fungi
and bacteria engaged in the breaking
<up.of the vegetable and animal resi-
dues  require exactly the same food
- materials which are essential for the
crop, namely, dissolved minerals in-
.cluding nitrates and large quantities
. of oxygen. This explains the injuri-
~ous effect on crop growth following
~the . addition ‘of straw and green
“manure te the soil. The needs of the
‘second phase are much less intense and
‘can procend in the soll without harm
“to the growing plant. It will there-
-fore. be. a distinct advantage to sepa-

adopting scxentxﬁc processes still
clings’to the old practice ‘of preserv-

rate these two étages and fo prepare
the humus outside the field rather
than in the soil itself.

Green leaf and compost manures‘g
have also the additional effect of:
creating immunity in the crop to pests !
and diseases and of conferring on ani-

infectious diseases. Howard has ex-
perimentally proved this. By increas-
ing the fertility of the soil using only
composts made from vegetable and
animal wastes and banning artificial
fertilisers he was able to build up the
health of his farm cattle to such an
extent that they did not become ill
and withstood the infection of foot-
and-mouth disease .in spite of badly
infected . materials all round. As a
result of his study of the Hunzas of
Gilgit under Sir Robert McCarrison’s.
guidance, Dr. Wrench, in one of his’
letters to the British Medical Journal,
says that he found the Hunzas un-
surpassed by any Indian race in per-
fection of physique; they are long
lived, vigorous in their youth and age,
capable of great endurance and
remarkably free from diseases; he
says he is led to believe that “in divis-
ing life Nature devised health with it
~—health of the soil, health of the
river and the sea, health of the plants,
animals and man—as one interdepen~
dent whole, and the key to the part
man has to play is to preserve this
interdependency by the.rule of return
under which everything that had life
in the soil should, after death, be
returned to the soil as food for further
life.* This rule, the doctor says, the
Hunzas followed; the dead leaf, the
cutworn cloth, the excreta, all were
collected to form a compoet for the
soil that nourished further life. This.
rule, it is a pity, is woefully neglected
by the modern ‘scientific’ genera-
tion.

Mr, Sivaraman, the Madras Director
of Agriculture, is of opinion that the
lack of humus is the main drawback
of Indian seils and this can easily be
rectified by applying green ledves and
composts. Experiments conducted at.
Government farms are said to have
shown that the yield of irrigated
paddy can be increased from 10 to 40

-mals and human beings consuming  *
-them a high degree of immunity to

}

per cent in one year if 4,000 to- 5,000 :
pounds of green leaves are pudidleqd |
into the fields just before transplan- |
tation.

' In the face of such strong and con-

‘vincing arguments about the value of

natural and organic manures which
are moreover easily available and

. safe, we sce in our country in these |
'days, especially in connection with the |
‘present intensive production drive, a

very strong tendency for the large-

scale use of artificial chemical ma- |
nures, evidently due to western influ- ¢

ence and vested interests, Huge sums
of ;money are spent every year under

|
|
|
|

the Grow More Food Campaign in the

import and distribution of these ma-
nures. . Big fertiliser iactories are
coming up under Government man-

|

agement or fostered by the Govern- |
ment to augment the imports. Their !
uitimate deleterious effect on the soil ¢

* and the crop is completely forgotien

in the anxiety to produce.more and
that as quickly as possible. One main

reason for this tendency is the dearth |

of green leaves brought about by the

‘merciless destruction of trees during

the last war. Scarcity of cattle cue
to the ruthless slaughter of these to
feed the army during the last war is
another reason. In the intensive pro-
duction drive by the Government of
the wvarious States the agricultural
officers are concentrating their atten-
tion on chemical manures so much
that it Jooks as though they are acting

as agents for the manure firms. It is :

highly doubtful

ent care has been taken by the Gov-
ernment or other agencies to test the

whether in the

anxiety to produce at-any cost, sufici~ | | T,j“Pn ATURT: OF 1400 C

long-term effects of these manures on

the crops and crop

products. The

well intentioned efforts of the Direc- ¢
ter of Agriculture will bear greater -

fruit if he would pay some attention |
aspect of the "

to this dangerous
manure problem along with his ad-

vocacy of green  manures and com~ !

posts.

It is claimed that in the United

States of America where a pair of | ‘

horses ploughed one acre a day for-
merly, 12 acres are done now with a
tractor, minimising human labour and
auickening operations. In Russia

Cousider The Facts!

OUR QUALITY GLASS
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]
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“hefor

uced“about 63 to 80 million tons’ of
‘grainsiin. a year; the principle of col-
“léctivisation was: followed. after 1929
and: the use of  tractor and other
machinery: was - introduced resulting
in ‘the- increased yields of 70% over
“the pre-war period and a figure of
-2102.2 million tons- of grains has been
.reached. . The glamour of such great
and rapld advance'in food production
in the West has raised high hopes in
India too and created a desire for
~mechanisation without remembering
~that "mechanisation can be pursued
onily where labour is dear and machi-
nery cheap and the richer the com-
munity the more mechanical power
- can:it use, and the poorer they are,
-only animal and manual power is pos-
sible. - The agricultural condition in
« Indiais so different from the West
©:¥ . that mechanisation will not only be

not. feasible but positively impracti-

~‘cable and wuneconomic. While the
.+ daverage - holding is 148 acres in the
* United ‘States, 60 acres in Britain, 40
©."acres in Denmark, and so on, it is not
more than 5 or 6 acres in India with

a tendency to grow smaller still. The
Indian farmer is proverbially - poor
and has to borrow even for the pur-
chase and maintenance of one or two
pairs of BYuils and other limited equip-
ment for his cultivation almost every

. _year. How can he afford to go in for
.. co§tly mechanical implements and
" maintain them? Again, owing to vari-
. . ous causes beyond our control, agri-
-eultural labour is greatly unemployed;
ER ‘the rather unwise policy of prohibi-
S _tion has thrown a large population out
of . employment; thé conditicn of the
“weavers is pitiable, reducing them to

a state of beggary. Mechanisation is
only going to increase the unemploy-

R

farms usihg primitive implements, pro- “-

‘th ﬁrst V-Y.Or‘l."cl',,f\'}j\fat,'lpéaéant‘ ‘wyient and misery. in  the country.

Trained techiical  men to work the-
machines and keep them in condi-
tion ‘and = workshop facilities with
gecod stocks of spare parts to repair
them are wanting. The supply of
liquid fuel for the machines is almost
negligible. Out of nearly 326 gallons
of liguid fuel used in 1937-38 only 70
millions were produced in India, and
out of 180 million gallons of petrol
only 18 million gallons were from
India. The rest had to be imported.
Apart from the dependence on other
countries f()r,the supply the cost will
be an undue strain on the exchequer.
It is thus too premature to think of
mechanisation of agriculture in our .
country. That there is no necessity,
for it will be evident if we look at our
neighbours, Japan and China, who
with their reputation for intensive
scientific agriculture, have not rushed
to adopt mechanisation to any appre-
ciable degree. Ewmployment of- trac-
tors for seasonal ploughing in areas
entirely reliant on the monscon is not
an economic proposition; the plough-
ing season in most areas is short and

the requirements of cuitivators being (

;simultaneous cannot be fulfilled unless

a very large fleet is maintained, and
these will be idle for the major part
of the year and result in very heavy
overhead charges.

Yet crores of rupces are spent every
year over this item in the Grow More
Food schiemes. Over 3,000 tractors are
already said to be working in India
and more are coming. Each tractor
costing nearly Rs. 35,000, with the
paraphernalia of drivers, cleaners,
spare parts and other overhead
charges, workshops for repair and
maintenance, and the ccst of fuel, the
amount spent by our country on this

.one item of mechanisation can easily
be imagined.

S The crisis of our time was in the struggle for the free spirit of
: man; the main issue for our civilization was whether the creative

"+ pewer of the human personality would prevail against the negative
and destructive forces raised against it which were often disguised

ORI * as forms of social and political progress. -
Sy . The collectivization of man led to a habit of thinking about social
el - 'change in terms of processes and trends rather than in terms of

personal responsibilitv. When, as too often happened, choice and

.7 volition became confused with statistical probability the essential
meaning of life was destroyed.—Prof. Jeffreys.

laboratary.

,

The sound must seem an eche to
the sensc.—~POPE.

:!ZT is not good for a Prime Minister
"

to be talking too much. No Prime
Minister in the world has filled so
many columns of newspapers with
speechies as Pandit Nehru has done

" in these two months of electioneering
“all cver the country. Crowds give an

unreal picture of life. Crowd menta-
lity is herdlike and iits intellzctual
level is that of the lowest units in the
crowd. Constant mixing withh crowds
is bad ;for mental balance, and the
world’s’ most useful and serious work

15 dong, not in the market placc, but

in the quiet of one's own study or

B3 * *

In these days of the radio, it siiculd
not bz necessary for the Prime Minis-
ter to travel so much at such hectic
speed wasting so much of his own
and others’ time and money. He can
be heard from where he is by every
one all over the country by making
use of the A. I. R. Electioneering must
be cheap and civilised if democracy
is not to degenerate into catering to
the crudities of the mob. The finest
cxample of sane and dignified clec-
tioneering was given by Sri Bhagwan
Das years ago at Banares. He simply
announced his candidature and wrote
to the papers that it was for the
peoplenio have him if thev so desired.
They responded by returning him to
the legislature at the top of the poll.
Nowadays Pandit Nehru goes about
spending  a  prodigious amounf of
enerzy in election speeches and nain-
taining that he does not care for the
clections at alll

~ - -

If he does not care for the elections,
why should he pack, just on election
eve, so much of wordage into so little
time. all too patently in prowotion
¢f the chances of the Congress at the
polls? Such contradictions have a
recciling effect, and Pandit Nenru at
the end of his tour in the South has
left many more critics sceptical of him
than there were at the beginning.
Great men have to live up to their

"'S!DE£EGHT§‘: B

reputation of greatness, or else they
expose themselves to disillusionmentin
proportion to the fame that surrounds
them. For all the pathetic hero-wor-
ship of the crowds, Pandit Nehru to-
day is more of an object of sad and
vegretful  disillusionment to disinte-
rested intellectuals than he was before
he began his tour, and they have
ceased to hope for anything better
coming out of the Congress regime
under his lead than in the past four
years.

> E *

Two points repeatedly made by
Pandit Nehru have driven even habi-
tual admirers of his to the varge of
oxasperation. e has promised to get
rid of the black sheep in the Congress
after the elections. 1iIs it the proper
way to get rid of black sheep o con-
vert them, first, into legislators
endowed with a sovereign status under
the Constitution? Pending Pandit
Nehru's possibly very genuine inten-
tion of getting rid of the black zheep
later, it is these same black sheep that
surround him, play host to him,
smearing others not amenable to them
with their own colour, themselves
pretending to be white, and after his
departure, represent him and the
Conaress before the public. Who can
be sure, after Pandit Nehru’s own con-
‘ribution to the strengthening of the
black sheep, that they will not get him
first, before he succeeds in getting
rid of them?

* £ -

The Congress President’s disposal of
the demand for an Andhra State had
not been felicitous either. He said
tc  the vast  erowds that he
passed through, “The Andhra State is
in yocur own pocket, for you to take
whenever you wish.” Many who have
seerched their pockets most thorough-
Iy have feund nething there, and only
it themselves greatly disappointed.

. Is it Panditii’s contention that those

who have put forward the demand
bove not beoun yet to  desire it
witih the required degree of intensity?
It would have enhanced Pandit
Nehru’s respect if he had stood out
against the demand on the ground



at ‘he “was opposed to the principle

_.0f linguistic division.- But,this bam- -

. boozing of: people with cheap cajolery
*‘and’ impossible conditions'is neither
‘“wise nor dignified: ' Nor does if come

“well from one partly responsible for

the momentous decision of Partition
in the face of so much disagreement
against 1it, ~even in the body of
express Congress resolutions.—SAKA.

'~ LAW & ORDER IN INDIA

By E. BALASUBRAMANIAM

MW TEWSPAPER reports about a recent
AN calcutta kidnapping case throw a
: rather lurid light on India’s “advance”
-on the path of “westernisation.” We
‘‘may still be backward in agriculture
‘sor industrialisation, but our criminals
_“have already caught up very success-
© fully with their opposite numbers in
" ‘Chicago and New York. They have
staged a first-class American style
‘kidnapping case in Calcutta, complete
with ransom demands from the
‘parents and foul murder of the poor
juvenile victim. We have yet to imi-
tate the States so completely success-
-full in any other walk of life!

. * Nearer home, we have had in quick
.succession two bus hold-ups in a
“Madras suburb. In the second case,

:some of the criminals concerned seem-

to have been apprehended, but in the
first one, the miscreants made good
‘their escape. The locality where the
-crimes were committed has aiready
attained a most undesirable notoriety,
-and it is certainly reassuring that the
police are re-doubling their watch-
and-ward efforts.

These, are gruesome reminders of a
law-breaking tendency in the Iland
which  has . blossomed out rather
energetically after the second World

~ “War. Not that daring crime was
" _absent in the old days, but receni
. “Instances of law-breaking have bsen
characterised by an extent of sang-
froid and success that indicate some
planning and some enlightenment on
-the part of the evil-doers. It is not
merely the old type of illiterate crimi-
‘nal, capable only of knifing his victim
or bolting away, if detected in the
midst of his crime, that is today
engaged in most of the crimes that
we hear of. This type is, of course,
_ there in the field, but the inference
©-1s inevitable that there are also in
~:-the field young men hailing from

- Aairly well-off families who indulge
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in the more daring and spectacular
crimes much in the fashion of young
men competing for the higher services
and securing cushy jobs!

The basic reason seems to lie in the
extent to which illicit arms distribu-
tion has taken place during and im-
mediately after the last War. Most
eastern countries that secured their
freedom recently have been subjected
to an .invasion by the Japanese who
overthrew the old western imperia-
lists and lorded it in the countries for
some time. All too soon, the time
came for the rooting out of the Japa-
nese and part of the mischief they
did when they realised that they had

to leave their congquests was the -

widest possible distribution of arms
amongst the peoples concerned, who
were thus well equipped for waging a
war with their old conguerors when
they came back to their imperial
possessions. Fortunately for us, India
vw7as not subjected to these agonies, but
all the same, the conditions and
atmosphere of the war times were
such as to induce the less patriotic
amongst the Service officers to ar-
range for illicit distribution of arms or
the connivance at non-surrerfder of
arms by demobbed personnel.

The number of jeeps that crimi-
nals have got hold of and used in
their operations against law-abiding
citizens, is something phenomenal.
This is certainly an indication of the
fact that there is some planning, some
enlightenment and some resource
thrown itnto the work—which has evi-
dently become as much a profitable
source of activity to some people, as
the manufacture of steel or soap or
vanaspati to others.

The sufferings of the common peo-
ple in consequence are manifold and

unending. It is unsafe to venture out’

of one’s home any part of the day,
with a sizeable amount of money on

: yourv person. No schoal-girl is safe

on the roads if she has the least litile
bit of gold jewellery on her. A clerk
of an engineering cancern, cycling ta
a work-spot with the workers’ wages,
was brutally done to death and robbed
in broad day-light. One fine morn-
ing, the suburban electric train
stopped at a Bombay siation, for the
cash to be brought in and loafded in

, the cash compartment.. The cash had

to be brought by the station staff only
across the width of the platform, but
even this short transit was interrupted
by a couple of hefty men who flourish-
ed knives and revolvers all round and
fled away with the cash-box in a taxi.
Nowhere in India is it safe to lock up
one’s house or flat and go out, even
during day-time, because it is sure to
be broken into. In Bombay again, a
chawl wos raided one night. A chawl
is normally consiabred safer than an
independent flat, because somehody
or other is always pottering round the
place and it is generally unsafe for a
thief to approach any chawl-rgom.
But, in this particular instance., a2
group of thieves adopted a novel nro-
cedure. They brought a number of
Jocks with them and, arriving at the
place just after midnight, appiied
locks to all the doors from outside,
and thus immobilised the occupants
for the rendering of any aid to the
chosen victim, should he or she shout
for it. They then got into a room,
leisurely and systematically robbed
every woman of her ornament anag
every box of its more valuable con-
tents {especially clothes which ware
rather scarce these days) and walsed
away scotfree, because, in spite of
shouts and screams, none of ihe
neighbours was able to come out and
help!

Recently, a public man of Madras
mourned, in the hearing of the writer,
that, if any one raised any alarm in

his street in the nights, he himself
was the only person who left his ped
and tried to be of help to the victim!
All the other househoders were so

. frightened of a possible visit of the

unwelcome visitor to their own nomes
that they shut their doors and win-
dows tight and left the screaming
man or woman to fate. This was 2
development of the average citizen’s
character that stood in tragic con-
trast to the increase in daring crimes
which were also mostly swecessful.
Citizenship qualities are a rare com-
modity in India even in the enlighten-
ed twentieth century, but whereas it
is easy to ascribe. everything to our
two centuries of slavery to Britain,
that explanation is no consolation to
the victim of the thief and the mur-
derer. Today’s passive and unhelpful
logker-on may any time be the vie-
tim himself of burglar or hold-up man
ond unless we school ourselves to the
discipline of courage, self-help - and
mutual help, theve is no hope for the
average man iy India, for quite some
time to come. Whatever the compla-
xion of the Government, there is a
limit to their resources and it is tmani-
festly unthinkable that the police
force should be increased to sueh a
size as to make it possible to detail a
policeman on duty at every hut oy
bungalow in the couniry. The Gov-
ernment might uscfully consider the
provision of arms to men of charagter
and integrity, as a source of help in
emergencies, but much more than all
physical arms is the steeling of the
heart. throngh self-help squads and
watch-and-ward socicties for evary
street, village and town. to ensure that
a small foree of citizens can be 20]-
lected at 2 moment’s notice any time
of the night or day. to tackle the law-
breaker who crouches practically in

every darie corner of city and town in
India.

.

One moonlight night more than 104 years ago, crowds of London

citizens, gathering in Coldbath Fields to nrotest azainst a
ernment, Were attacked by marching men in ur'zvtamilmr
Thf_zse were the “bobbies”, Sir Robert Peel's newly created
Police. In the uproar that follow 5

slain.

Charged with murder, seven ricters were jailed. But the

Tory gov-
uniforns.
Aetrapolitun

ed, one of Peel's constables was

caraher’s

jury returned a verdict of “justifiable hamicide,” beeause the ofi

e 2 S b . aus > ollicer
had tried to stz{}c the sacred right of free speech. Delighted cit]izenx
presented each juryman with a silver Joving cup.—Antheny Ahhot,
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" ‘Postal Voting Constituencies

While very stringent rules have been.

lald down to maintain the secrecy of vot-
ing- in, the general constituencies, I was
“wondering how the secrecy would bz main-
tained .in respect of postal voting in the
teachers” and graduates’ constituencies.
Several candidates were put to a zreat dis-
_advantage in the election-of members to
the . university - bodies by registered
graduates. Voting papers were cellected
by candidates or their agents at several
centres; and those who could nst adopt
‘this method got defeated. It is, therefore;
"a" salittary rule now laid down by the
'Election Commission that the voters sig-
natures in the declaration papers should
be. attested by magistrates, honorary or
-stipendiary. 'I do trust that the magis-
‘trates will be asked to attest the decla-
ration papers, individual after individual,
“and not in a mass or.-group. I wish that
this salutary ruleis. followed by the uni-
versity bodles in - their elections also in
respect - of postal voting. What obtains
.at présent in the university elections is
absence of fairplay and mockery of demo-
cracy. ’
R. SRINIVASA IYENGAR.

-« .Coimbatore. .

Synthetic Socialism
" The walk-out of the Socialists from the
~ Congress - - organisation had given new
- hopes. to the country, but in a short time
the newly formed Socialist Party dis-
appointed us all  with its inconsistent
- policies and self-contradicting commit-
ments. The party badly suffers from
lack of convictions in its economic
approach and foreign policy. That the
party should be deviating from time to
time from the basic principles of Marxism
is highly deplorable. The country hoped
~that Socialism would work as a ccmpro-
mise between the conservative Congress
pregrammes and the violent Communistic
ideologics. « Bul today we find neither
Socialism nor at least a Socialistic
approach in the policies and practices of
‘the Soclalist Party. ‘ -
While on the oue hand the leaders of
. the party condemn communalism in high
flown language, on the other they have
entered into. alliance with ~ communal
organisations like the Scheduled Caste
Federation and the like. ‘The argume,
‘of . the  Socialist leaders that the coin
. dence-of the alliance with the elect
- Is an accident, and that it is for st
-ral changes in - society that ‘they

CLEN
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entered 'into alliance with the S. C. F,, is

- not convincing. The Socialist Party of
- India presents a synthetic Socialism by
‘the strange 'admixture of economic

revolutionism and reactionary communa-

listn! Nor has-the party a definite and

sensible foreign policy. 'The formation
of a “third bloc” independent of both the

‘U. S. bloc and the Russian bloe, is the

child of the-party’s fantasy. Many of the
member countries of this proposed “third
bloc” are neither politically stable, eco-
nomically advanced nor socially pro-
gressive, to think of mutual economic

aid; assistance and defence between such --
ceuntries is fantastic. Such a . “third~

bloe” would be like an association of
beggars together to fight out . famine!
According to Dr. Lohia, there is no need
of Socialism in the U. S. A. as economic

equality has already been achieved there. ”

Ic is really surprising how the foreign
policy of the Socialist Party is leaning
more and more towards the U. S. bloc.

And still the Socialist leaders blame the

Communists of India for drawing inspira-
tion from Soviet Russia!
Lucknow. .

S. KASHINATH RAOC.

A Cruel Order

Ways of the Government are peculiar
and annoying. Village officials are asked
to advance the amount required to meet
the expenses to be incurred on behalf of
the Government at every polling hooth.
During my tour in the Razole taluk my

attention was drawn to this injustice by .

2 number of village officers. They stated.
that they were being put to great hard-
ship on.this account. '

Village officers draw only petty sala-
ries. Every one of them has to advance
now Rs. 100 to Rs, 150. To ask them to
advance this amount is cruel. Has the
Government become bankrupt? Why
chould the village officers be asked to
advance this amount?

I may also state here that the advances

made in the East Godavari district board .

elections held two years ago have not

been friven back in many cases, till now.
Ia . to the Government and the
O

340 redress the Iegiti-
oor village officers.

SBmundry.

agajnst Malaria

% § Make sure you, your famil
T amY & you, your family
/ \\\%%@\% &%% and your servants take
% ~ one tablet of ST
" *Paludrine’

" Elght tablets for 8 a3 after a meal

from ony Chemist every Sunday.

: R
Trade Mark
Protect your household

IX-P 1483

MOTOR
INSURANGE

Insure your Motor Vehicles with the
foremost and largest Motor Insurance
Company of South India, which is
noted for its competitive Premium
rates and prompt settlement of claims.




SWATANTRA, Madras.

‘A five Seafér Family Car’ renowned
for its performance, economy and
st.ylc. '

Enquiries may please be addressed to -

SINDSON & 0. LTD.

MOUNT ROAD, MADRAS
Telephone o Telegrazna

84015 . SIMPSONS, MADRAS.

&)

- Branches: BANGALORE, OOTACAMUND &
' TIRUCHIRAPALLL

nuu—mmn HILLMAN, HUMBER AND
SUNTEAM TALBOT CARS. -COMMER AND
EABBIER TRBUCKS.
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