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Clive and Usury in Bengal
BY

Der. NanpapLAL CuatteErsi, ML.A., Pr.D., D.LIrr,

University of Lucknow

During his second administration Clive was called upon to
grapple with the evil of usury which had recently reached alarm-
ing proportions among the servants of the Company. The latter
lent large sums of money to Zamindars and farmers at a high rate
of interest, and on the pretext of realising the debts due to them
interfered in the collection of the Diwani revenues and caused
undue obstruction to the work of the amils and other subordinates

of the Naib Diwans.

Clive’s attention was drawn to this evil by Muhammad Riza
Khan himself during his visit to Murshidabad. (Beng. Sel. Com.
Oct. 5, 1765). In the letter, received on Oct. 4, 1765, he complained
to Clive, “ There are many persons, who, with the pretence of
debts being due to them, making use of the name of the factory,
disturb’ the zamindars and obstruct the revenues of the Sarkar.
Moreover, several evasive zamindars and taalugdars borrow more
or less from the dependents of the factogies, and when their rents
are demanded from them, go and shelter themselves under their
protection, so as to be out of the power of the amils, With the
pretence of debts being due from them, they carry their creditors
into their districts, and embezzle the revenues, so that the money
of the Sarkar remains unpaid; and spreading about reports that
numbers of villages are rented to the dependents of the factory,
they practise villainous tricks”. (Trans. P.L.R., 1765, No. 148,

p. 132).

At a meeting of the Select Committee held on October 5, 1765,
Clive got the following resolutions passed on this subject (Beng.
Sel. Com., Oct, 5, 1765): —

1. “Resolved, that positive orders be issued to the Chiefs of
subordinates, and commanding officers of brigades, prohibiting
them from lending money to the zamindars, or other servants of
the government, on the security of lands by lease or mortgage,
and also from exerting any degree of influence in the appointment
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to the public offices, or otherwise interfering, directly or indirectly,
with the business of government, on pain of suspension .

2. “Resolved, that the above orders he sent by the Chicfs
of subordinates and commanding officers of the hrigades to the
several gentlemen and others acting under them in inferior stations,
who are in like manner prohibited from lending money, holding
lands, etc., under the same pains and penaltics ”.

Soon after these resolutions were passed, Clive informed
Muhammad Riza Khan that none of the Company’s servants, their
agents, banias, or dependents would be allowed to lend money
without his consent or that of the other ministers. (Letter to
Muhammad Riza Khan, Oct. 8, 1765. Trans. P.L.I, 1765, No. 46).
In a letter to the Directors, Clive thus justified these resolutions,
“It was the earnest request of the ministers, that we should impose
such restrictions; and we thought compliance but reasonable as
we were well assured that the revenue had suffered from the
excess to which these practices were carried ”. (Letter to Court,
January 31, 1766).

This prohibition, however, had no effect, and the Company’s
servants in the interior districts violated the orders of the Select
Committee. Clive therefore got a more stringent resolution passed
at a Select Committee meeting held on Decembor 31, 1766. (Beng.
Sel. Com. Dec. 31, 1766). The resolution ran as follows:—
“ Resolved, that we now enforce the above order, that no money
shall in future be lent, except on respondentia, upon any pretence
whatever, at a higher interest than twelve percent per annum:
that all sums of money outstanding at a higher premium, shall
be recalled on the 11th day of April next”.

In pursuance of this new resolution, Clive and his Select
Committee wrote to the Chiefs of all the factories and the Residents
at Burdwan and Midnapore in the following terms :—

“ Sir,

On the fifth of October, 1765, the Select Commitice issued
orders that no civil or military servant of the Company, their
banyans, or dependents, etc. should, after that date, lend money
upon lease, mortgage or otherwise, to the zamindars, or other

officers of the government, without the knowledge and consent of
Muhammad Riza Khan and the ministers,
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It is with concern we now understand that this order has been
disregarded to the great prejudice of the revenue and injury 'of
the Company; we therefore direct that you will make strict
enquiry who are the transgressors and transmijc to us the names
of all such as have lent out money without obtaining the approba-
tion of the ministers, and contrary to the injunctions of the Select
Committee. At the same time, it is our positive resolution, that
henceforward no British subjects in or out of the Company’s ser-
vice, or their dependents, shall lend money, unless upon respon-
dentia, at a higher rate of interest than twelve percent. per a.nnum ;
and that such sums of money as has been lent at a hlghe.r mter.est
shall be recalled on the 11th day of April next, on pam.of im-
mediate dismission and forfeiture of the Company’s protection ; of
which resolution, we direct you will make publication in due fo'rm,
taking the most effectual steps to see it strictly obeyed”. (Vide.
Circular letter, dated December 31, 1766).

At the time of his final departure from Bengal, CliYe expressed
the hope, in a letter to the Directors, that this regulation of usury
would tend to improve the revenue collections. “As the success
of the Durbar resident’s endeavours to complete the annual collec-
tions depends in a great measure upon the punctual observance of
this highly necessary regulation”, he wrote, “ you may rest
assured, that nothing in our power shall be wanting to exact
implicit obedience ; and that we shall, wit}}out regard to persons,
punish the offenders with the utmost severity . (Letter to Court,
January 24, 1767).



Minto, Baillie and Saadut Ali, 1807-1813

BY

SHILENDRA K. SINGH

(Research Fellow in History, University of Agra and
Leciwrer, St. John’s Colleye, Agra)

It is curious how the destinies of Oudh and the rise of the
British power in India came to be linked together since the battle
of Buxar, 22nd October, 1764, What is obvious, however, to any
student of this period is how each particular instance of British
contact with Oudh from this date right down to 1857, when it was
finally annexed, serves to bring out only the darker and more
unpleasant traits of the characters of some of the best administra-
tors and statesmen produced by a mation which justly prides it-
self on the strength of its national chavacter.

Asafuddowlah, then Nawab-Wazir of Oudh, had been assured
in 1787 by the Marquis of Cornwallis, the Governor-General, that
on the part of the British Government ‘no interference shall take
place in the details of the affairs of your Excellency’s Govern-
ment ! In the same engagement he had been told regarding the
subsidy payable by him, “ Your Excellency shall not be charged
with any excess on this sum of fifty lakhs of Sicca Rupees, and

that no further demand shall be made ”.2

In 1797 Sir John Shore, the successor of Lord Cornwallis,
personally went down to Lucknow and persuaded Asafuddowlah to
defray, over and above his former subsidy, the expenses of one
native and one European regiment, provided that they shall not
exceed the sum of rupees five and a half lakhs per annum.3 Tuffuzul
Husain Khan, a man who had once been agent at Fort William
and who enjoyed the confidence and favour of the Governor-
General, was appointed the Nawab-Wazir’s minister.# Thus both

1. Aitchison: “Treaties, Fngagements and Sanads” 1863 Edition—Vol. IL
p. 101

2. Aitchison: Loe. Cit. p. 100,

3. Aitchison: Loc. Cit. p. 114.

4. ‘Papers relating to India’, printed by the House of Commons in 1806,

p. 28,
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the promises solemnly made by Cornwallis, i.e. that of nol increas-
ing the subsidy any further and that ol not interfering with the
internal government of Oudh, were quite non-chalantly broken by
his immediate sucessor.

Hardly a few months had elapsed alter this incident when Asa-
fuddowlah died. He was succeeded by his son Wazir Ali, who
was recognized Nawab Wazir of Qudh by the British Government.
Soon enough, however, on the representation of Meer Saadut Ali
Khan, the eldest surviving brother of the late Nawab Wazir
regarding the dubious paternity of Wazir Ali, Sir John Shore
came down personally to Lucknow, made some investigations and
pronounced that Wazir Ali was not really his own father’s son’®
Saadut Ali was, therefore, made the ruler of Qudh and Wazir Ali
was pensioned off to Benares. The terms given to the new Nawab-
Wazir were: (a) subsidy to be raised to seventy-six lakhs per
annum, (h) the surrender of the fort of Allahabad for the use of
the Company’s troops. (¢) twelve lakhs to he paid to the Com-
pany as compensation for its efforts (o place him on the throne,
(d) eight lakhs to he paid to the Company for the repairs of Alla-
habad fort and three lakhs for those of Fategarh fort, (e) various
amounts in pension to he rwid to the deposed Wazir Ali, the various
Begums and princes of the Cudh royal {amily, the reputed children
of the late Nawab-Wazir and to the Farrukhabad princes, eteS
This arrangement was apnroved of, and one may whisper, even
eulogised, by the Home authorities who put on record their
appreciation of Sir John’s “4emper, impartiality, ability and firm-
ness.”” Sir John Shore, who was now Lord Teignmouth, had
indeed reason to congratulate himself and feel complacent.

Soon, however, he was succeeded by Lord Wellesley, who
felt far from complacent and was full of new plans about this prin-
cipality. He was ecloquent over the necessity for ‘military
reforms’ in Oudh. The Home authorities supported him in these
considerations® The next logical step was that Saadut Ali should
be persuaded to see eve {0 eye with the British authorities in this
matter of ‘military reforms’. TLord Wellesley decided that
Mr. Lumsden, who was at that time Resident at Lucknow, was not
an efficient enough lever to persuade the Nawah-Wazir, and also

M.ill J : “History of British India”, Vol. VL Fifth Edn. (1858), pp. 35-39.
Aitchison: Op. Cit. pp. 114-120.

Papers printed by the House of Commons: Op. Cit. p. 3L

Papers: Loc, Cit. I. p. 3.

0 =N o u
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that a military officer would be better qualified to talk of ‘military
reforms’. He was, therefore, to get the benefit of unsolicited
assistance from Colonel Scott who had been appointed to be
attached with Lumsden at Lucknow, without the latter’s concur-
rence or even previous information. Nalurally enough, Lumsden
resigned and Scott was appointed in the vacancy.”

Negotiations with the Nawab-Wazir, for these ‘military
reforms’ went on from January 1799 right upto November 1801,
when at last poor Saadut Al was forced to sign a treaty, through
the joint ellorts of the Governor-General, the Resident, and the
Covernor-General’s brother, the Honourable Henry Wellesley,
who had been sent to Lucknow towards the last stages of these
negotiations, in order to bring greater pressure to bear upon this
poor ruler. By this teeaiy {he Nawab-Wazir was made to cede in
perpetual sovereignty to the Company just a little less than two-
thirds of his dominions yiclding a gross revenue of one crore and
thirty-five lakhs. In return the Company promised not to charge
him with any further subsidies, and to defend against ‘all foreign
and domestic enemies’ the territories which still remained with
the hapless Nawabh-Wazir. The Company reserved to itself the
right to station British troops in any parts of the Oudh dominions.
He was made to dismiss all his army except for an infinitesimal
portion for purposes of state, and attendance on Amirs, etc. The
crowning stipulation, however, of all these, was contained in the
Article VI which said, “...... and the Honourable the Kast India
Company hereby guarantee to His Excellency the Vizier and to
his heirs and successors, the possession of the territories which
will remain to His Excellency after the territorial cession, together
with the exercise of his and their authority within the said domi-
nions; His Excellency engages that he will establish in his reserved
dominions such a system of administration, to be carried into
effect by his own officers, as shall be conducive to the prosperity
of his subjects, and be calculated to secure the lives and property
of the inhabitants; and His Excellency will always advise with,
and act in conformity to the counsel of the officers of the said
Honourable Company.”?

During the thirty-three months that the negotiations were in
progress, many a time Qaadut Ali was given the alternative to
hand over his kingdom to the British in exchange for a handsome

9. Papers: Loc. Cit. TIL pp. 4-6.
10. Aitchison: Op. Cit. pp. 120-126.
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pension for himself and his famnily and many a time did he des-
perately propose abdication, but that could not be, since the terms
given 1o him even for ahdication were far too stiff for him to
acquiesce in. At last when he signed this treaty, which had been
pressed upon him with an element of inevitability, he believed,
or he deluded himself into believing, that having made this cession,
in his remaining dominions, he would he free to rule according to
his own ideas and feelings and even caprices.!! At the same time
it would he wrong to believe that he did not have any misgivings
on the point of the presence of the British troops inside his
dominions.1?

He was, however, to realise laler on in the evening of his
life that this treaty of November 1801 was sinister not only n
its direet consequences but much more so in potentialities. 4 was
left to Minto to make Saadut Ali realise that the treaty into which
he had bheen forced was a trap from the meshes of which therc
was no escape; and the more he tricd to wriggle out of it the
tighter the meshes grew.

The noble Marquis Wellesley was not content to let things
rest here. He followed up the ratification of this treaty by going
down himself to Oudh where he camped during the first two
months of the yvear 1802. This opportunity was utilised in explain-
ing and dilating upon certain terms contamed in the treaty
recently concluded, At the same time the Bhow Begum (also
called the Begum of Fy%abad) who was the widow of Shujaud-
dowlah, the mother of Asafuddowlah and the step-mother of
Saadut Ali, offered to constitute the Honourable Company her
heir.®  Against the acceptance of this offer militated the law of
the land, the law of nations and the opinion of Wellesley himself
previously expressed. She had hardly any right to dispose of the
property which should have been left to return to her sovercign
and son, in case of her decease. But Wellesley decided to accept

the legacy and even had the presence of mind to put forth his
own reasons for jt.14

This explanation and elucidation of the Treaty was embodied
in a written and authenticated document in the form of a Memo-

11. “Oude papers' (January 1808-—-December 1815). Published by the
Court of Proprietors 1824, p. 387.

12. Papers: Op. Cit. IV, p. 39.

13. Mill's ‘“History ol British India’. Op. Cit. p. 187.

14, Mill’s ‘History of British India'. Loc. Cit. p. 185,
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randum of propositions on the part of the Nawab-Wazn“ ;iub;
answered by the Governor-General,’s  That it was t%xe result o
long and tedious negotiations is a fact pertinent in this reference,.
but a sketeh of these negotiations would be out of the scope of

this short essay.

Some of its contents are too important for us, howe\{er, to be
neglected, especially because when, under Minto, the Resident and
the Nawab-Wazir wrangled over several issues, both of then;
quoted, quite often, passages from this document. .It was agree ’
that in ‘the recovery of just balances from the Aumils and others
the Nawah-Wazir sLhaH he assisted by the Resident. It was a?so
accepted that in case the Resident had any disagre.ements with
the Nawah-Wazir they were not to he made pubhc. and to bs
mutually adjusted between them.16 The Nawab—Wazxr‘ propis.eh
to set up a new structure of judiciary for Oudh, in doing v;f 1cd
he was encourased by Wellesley who further agreed ,and de‘:c arle
that the administration of justice in Bhow Begum's Jagir as’o
was 1o he under the Nawab-Wazir’s authority and ‘the Begum's
servants must he subject to it.” This authority was to be enfo%'c.e;i1
by British power. By agreeing to all this, in effect, t}}e Br;:us
Government had accepted also the principle underlying these
arrangements, which the Nawab-Wazir, in the s'ame (?loc.uinfrlx;:
expressed as: “A partnership in CGovernment is 1nadm1.s§1b. eﬁ;)n
The Governor-General also promised to gake under consi l;mum
all the disputes hetween the Nawab-Wazir and the Bhow Begum,

. . nd
and to effect a setflement between them ‘on just, equ1ta]1331$v aZir
The second son of the Nawab-Wazir,

permanent principles. o for the affairs of

Mirza Ahmad Al, was accepted as Minis .

Oudh Government.}® Tt was declared that the advices and f('Tiound—
cels of the British Government to His Excellen.cy WOUI‘? be 01 ere :
“in the form of friendly advice and in the spirit of rem'proc:z “;;’er;_
fidence and of mutual regard and respect.® The genius o

was un-
lesley in framing vague and apparently harmless terms

tedl \Y grea ( ) e S all ()lllt 1 a:
Ortdnt Of p S, IIlp()l l lll,
. sre t. n th 2 MOS t lmp

at Teast from Saadut Ali’s angle of visic?n., the
that, “Iny cases requiring the aid of the British Government, or

15. Aitchison: Op. Cit. p. 127. _
16. Aitchison: Loc. Cit. p. 128.
17. Aitchison: Loe. Cit. p. 129.
18. Aitchison: Loc. Cit. p. 133.
19. Aitchison: Loc. Cit. p. 135.
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assistance of the British troops, they shall he cmployed according
to the exigency of the occasion,”20

He was more specific while laying down, in this agreenient,
the code of behaviour for the Resident ot Lucknow. “The Resi-
dent must conduct himself to the Nabob-Vizier, on all occasions,
with the utmost degree of respect, conciliation and attention, and
must maintain cordial union and harmony in all trang
must endeavour to impart strength
authority.

actions, and
and stability to His Excelleney’s

“The Resident must never proceed o act in the aff
reserved dominions, without previous consultation with His Excel-
lency or with his Ministers, and the Resident must, in the first
msiance, observe strict secrecy with regard to the subject of such
consultations, until the measures to bhe adopted shall be finally
determined,”2

airs of the

In the last paragraph of this document Wellesley tactfully
expresses the confident (and pious?) hope ‘that no future vexa-
tion can occur in the transaction of affairs.’22 And this when he
ought 1o have realised that he had stripped the Nawab-Wazir of
his dominions, and as Mill says, placed things ‘in such a form:
that it may still be affirmed he possessed  them.23
which stipulated that the ruler of Oudh should in future exercise
his sovereign powers under the supervision and counsel of the
British Government, disturbed—nay,
of rights and obligations betwee
which all governments have 1o

This treaty,

destroyed. that equilibrium
n the ruler and hig people on
depend for their own authority and
for their peoples’ prosperity.  This trealy, and the agreement that,
followed it, tried in eflect fo provide some kind of compromise
between sovereignty and intermeddling: needless to say that the
author of it, who has heen acclaimed as a great statesman and
administrator, must have known that just as there is no half-way
house between truth and falsehood, there is no compromise be-
tween independence and interference.

On Wellesley’s recall from India, Lor

d Cornwallis was sent
out for

the second time to bring back the affairs of the East India

20. Aitchison: Loe. Cit. p. 137.
21.  Aitchison: Loe. Cit. p. 137,
22, Aitchison: Loec, Cit, p. 138,

23. Mill’s ‘History of British India™ Op. Cit. p. 174,
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Company in India to normaley, aftc?r the extraorczmars{ofi\;ez’;tsa r(l)(fjl
his predecessor’s administration which hadrbeefan ogeihan s and
too expensive for the tastes of the }nerchants of Lea o e
He proved, even in his relations w1f;h Oudh, du}xil‘ng e e e
he was allowed, that the strai.ntand d)ttlhe:tstzi Stio; ]}p;(;\fto s xesin®
could not be permitted to persist, an hat ten e ot 16
Wellesley had, immediately befo?e his 1.et11em(]30nl, R
Saadut Ali that the British troops in pursuxt of rebe S adh e
from British territory might be permitted to .enter : ulChG ouitory
and a reciprocal advantage might also be' enjoyed by b
ir. i.e.. his troops also, might, on occasion of need, be perm

:Zazlrﬁell;e iBritish tIe)rritory. This proposa? w.as tgrned f}(})wr;e;;);
Saadut Ali. Cornwallis, who had by this time taken 1 de oo
of administration in his hands, hastened, through the l?em Cerlx , v
assure the Nawah-Wazir on August 12, 1805, that the plopog;; x:el—
not intended to ‘trench, in the slightest degree,'lllponGHls ‘ m}; e
lency’s rights and independence. That‘ the Brl'tls}"i O\ii;nce e
fully admits His Excellency’s right to. vv.lthhold hlS. (,onctl-nl nee in
the proposed arrangement, and that 1.t is not the 11,1‘ten ior o the
Governor-General to urge upon His .Exce‘llency s‘ concum;l o
against his decided aversion to the adoption of that arrangement.

Saadut Ali was too shrewd a person not to notice the (}hange
in the tone and consequently try to.take advantage 'of 1‘:1 SSp
things drifted on during the brief regimes of f_‘,ornwalhs and Sir
George Barlow. It was now that Saa&.u't Ali §tarted assumlrcllg
a rather superior air in writing to the British Resident. He word-
ed his letters as if they were mandates of z’a ruler addressed to Z
subordinate, and omitted the words ‘sahfeb after the name an
address of Colonel Collins, the Resident.?

From the experience of his two immediate predecessors,Wazir
Ali and Asafuddowlah, Saadut Ali had laken one lesson: he wazs7
not going to have any Tufffuzul Husain Khan® or Hyd!er Beg}f(haﬁ'
as his Minister. He foresaw the danger and avoided w a}t is
son and successor Ghaziuddin Hyder could not. Saadut A11~ thlis
escaped falling into the thraldom of mean and corrupt servants

24. Oude papers: Op. Cit. p. 352. 25
25. Oude papers: Loc. Cit. pp. 572- 75.

26. Appointed Minister in 1797 by Sir John Shore. He was the .perso.r’x,
who along with another, Tuhseen Ali Khan, was responsible for Wazir Ali’s
ition. ) ny
dep02571 Prime Minister of Qudh for a long time up to 1795, Irwin: “Garden

of India”, pp. 90-98 details his activities.
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like Agha Mir and Raja Daya Krishna® In the agreemoent of
February 1802, which we have alveady noticed, Suadul All ook
care to get his favourite son, Mirza Ahmed Alj Khan e
as his minister, by the DBritish authorities. This, however, was
merely nominal. In point of fact he was like all capable and self-
willed despots of the times, his own minister, Being his own
minister was a salisfaction ag well as a source of cmbarassment
to Saadut Ali. It was a satisfaction because he save
facing the two almost o
having

knowledged

d himself from
qually unpalatable alternatives:  cither
a minister of his own choice and conlidence and, there-
fore, obnoxious to the Resident; or having a minister imposed
upon  him by the Resident cnjoying  the
and, therefore, irksome 1o him,
views and interests of the Britis
Resident at Lucknow were,

latter’s  support
for by now it was clear that the
h Government represented by the
if not entirely wwreconcilable, at least
fairly at variance with those of the ruler of Oudh. It

was a
source of Olllb&l‘l‘élS.’SlllClﬂ,

however, because now there was 1o
buffer between him and  the Resident,  thus
exchanging views with (he latter
more often unpleasant th
sensitive on points of ho

neeessifaling  his
direclly, a process which was
an otherwise,® and Saadut Ali who was
nour, was sometimes sorely stung.

So far Saadut Ali had dealt with Sir John Shore, a civilian-
specialist in revenue affairs; Tord Wellesley,
domineering Imperialist; Lord Cornwallis, we
dying; Sir George Barbow, an efficient, cold, unimaginative civi-
lian for whom obedience to authorities in England was the he-all
and end-all of his administration. Now, however, he was faced
with a man of a different metal. Minto was shrewd, as only a
Scotsman could be; considerate, as a Liberal, lieutenant of Burke,

prosecutor of Warren Hastings had to be, suave
as British Ambassador in Vienn

an imperious and
ary, aged, infirm and

, as his training
a and Viceroy in Corsica, had made
him; and firm, as his position of being the guardian and protector
of an important outpost of the British Empire against the Napo-
leonic menace obliged him to be.

All through Minto's regime the Resident

_' at Lucknow was
John Baillie, belonging to that peculiar ¢]

ass of politico-military

28. Peshkar and Diwan of Oudh, respectively,
during Ghaziuddin Hyder’s reign. Irwin, H. C: “Garden of India; Chapters
on Oudh: History and Affajrs” (1880). Op. Cit. p. 111. Heber, R: “Narrative
of a Journey through the upper provinees of India” Vol. 11, (1829), p. 80-81.

29. ‘Oude papers’ Op. Cit. p. 376, Mr. Edmonstone’s Minute of 27th Feh-
ruary, 1813,

due to Baillic’s patronage,
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career diplomats in the Company’s service the best eu'ud‘ most
representative of whom was General Sir Jo.l?n Malcolm, Baillie was
well-versed in the Persian®® and Hindustani®! languages; and could
read, write and speak them without embarrassment.. Hes:)vas :f\lso‘
well-versed in diplomatic forms and ways of behaviour,3? besu?le}s
being efficient,™® hardworking?®! and intelhgr;en.t. 'El-ldO:Zed w1[t1
all these qualilies, in contrast he was mean, 35 'vmdlctlve, medd el;
some,3 intriguing,® and generally an impossible person to wor

with;% in short he was a bully.®

: s’ it. p. 340. .

i(l) ‘%‘ilddee P;f;:?:s.’: Olli;c(.: Cit}.) p- 337ci Wi'ites Paillie to the Nawab Wazir
“Our ¢ 'sati as entirely in Hindoostanee”. ‘

OU;Z.LOT](;EIcIScdtII:’ZZCJ\";":S I?oc. Cii p. 338—Where he def.ends his own beha-vmur:
p. 244, Baillie, in manilestation of joy at Saadut Ali’s recovery from }llnes;
Ll;ld a’s a mark of respect for his Excellency offers a charlta'ible donation o
1000/~ on behalf of the British Government and 500/- on his own I?ar‘t‘

33. ‘Oude Papers: Loc. Cit. pp. 194-205—he never delays s‘endmg ar:;
reports or copies ol documents and papers to .th('e Supremg Gf)vellnmeflt.l. ,
times when the Nawah Wazir sends him a preh{nmary draft or a letter w.uc‘
he on a second thought or on remonstrance, xx{lthdraWs .subsequently—-—Baﬂ'he
never fails cven in sending copies of sulch dralts and withdrawn letters with

i nts ther illiam.

h ZZVH ‘LOO:S? L;;;é}'l:’je(I)j;c.tOCf;(.)r;.vg;SI——He writes most of the confidential
letters.in Persian himself and copies them too himself for the sake of security.

35. ‘Oude Papers’: Loc. Cit p. 390—In his. Iette{‘ to the Govel‘nmer}t
written Feb. 28, 1813, Baillie describes his interV}ew w'1th. the Nawab—W?zu'
on 20th Jan. 1813. In this he mentions thafn (}urmg this interview at a time
when the poor Saadut Ali was feeling particularly helpless'an’o;l f01.'lo'rn1‘ halci
in fact tears in his eyes "in a manner urm.xa.nly and unb.econ.ung ]?;allhe too
advantage of this state of feelings” by flrlvmg greater fear into hs hearg.

36. ‘Oude Papers: Loc. Cit. Baillie was by nf:lture_ unforgiving. ;nce
Shamsuddaulah was the favourite son of Saadut Ali, trained a‘nd declared. to
be the heir apparent, Baillie saw to it télat he was prevented from succeeding
° t?’? I\{Igirzlidi’;l;f)z(iZ’h ‘Islofcét(};eiztl: Spieg;1-337, 341. He carried his interferenc:e
in Saa.dut Ali’s personal matters to‘ an absurd e>.(treme. (;Ijh'is episode of his
stopping the Nawab Wazir from going on a hunting expe }txon}.l . t

38. ‘Oude Papers’: Loc. Cit. p. 410. He kept spies in the inner mos
circles of the Nawab Wazir. It is obvious that.he 'took his full share, not S(i
much in resolving them as in complicating the intrigues of the Khoord Maha
ladies. ' i while _

39. ‘Oude Papers’; Loc. Cit. pp. 331-332.' Ever'l S@adut Ali W‘l e n.ov'v
ing well enough that he would have to contn.lue hls.ll"ltel‘CO'uYSG with Baillie,
was so fed up that he lodged a report against Baillie, with the Governor
Genzfd' ‘Oude Papers’: Loc. Cit. His technique was first t‘o frame. his policy
on a subject, then to get the Supreme Government’s 'sa.nctlon .{or it and then
to assume a hectoring tone in his talks and negotiations with the Nawab
Wazir. This happened again and again.
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Apart from the troubles and bickerings that arose owing (o
personal equations, or the lack of them, hetween the Nawah-Wazir
and the Governor-General, Nawuh-Wazir and the Resident, and
Governor-General and the Resident, we can discuss the diplomatic
troubles round which all negoliations in this period revolved,
broadly under the following heads :

I Concerning the proposed reforms in the civil and revenue
administration of Qudh.

‘ 1L Concerning some members of the Oudh Royal House, and
a lew other individuals whom the British Gevernment, for different
and various reasons, felt pledged to support against real or sup-
posed persecution on the part of the Nawab-Wazir.!!

. .
. .III. Concerning the marauders and handitti who infested the
British territories and took shelter in the Oudh dominions.

Perhaps it will he wronhg to convey an idea that the negotia-
tions, exchange of letters. and conferences between the Nawabh
Wazl,r on the one hand, and the Resident, representing the Com-
pany’s Government and the Governor-General on the other, dealt
with only one of the ahove classified topics at a time. In point of
fac 0 frice oo ,

t they tended to fuse with each other, and almost cach one of
the notes, exchanged between the two parties, was a strange cock-
tail comprising all these.

(Yo be continued)

41. 'Oude Papers’: Loc. Cit, p. 27.

The Mughul-Maratha Treaty of April, 1752

BY

Duarma Baanu, BA. (Hons.), M.A,
S. D. College, Muzaffarnagar

Introduction

Under the dashing lead of Peshwa Baji Rao I, the Maratha
armies swept over the whole of Central India and acquired Malwa
in 1728, Bundelkhand in 1729 and Gujarat in 1730—all by force
of arms. His son and successor Peshwa Balaji Baji Rao (1740-61)
wanted to get these three acquisitions legalized by a treaty with
the Mughul Emperor whereby they may be conferred upon the
Marathas by their legal sovereign, the Emperor.! But the Emperor
of Delhi was suspicious of the policy and motives of the Marathas
and, therefore, did not agree to do the desired. Consequently the
hostilities between the two powers continued.

From the year 1737 onwards the populace of Delhi found itself
placed on a volcano, for that very year Peshwa Baji Rao I attempt-
ed an onslaught on that Imperial seat and the Maratha arms seem-
ed knocking at the gates of Delhi. The fears of the men in the
street were not without foundation. The annual Maratha expedi-
tions into Northern India continued even after the death of Baji
Rao in April, 1740. After him his son Peshwa Balaji Baji Rao
tried to persuade Emperor Muhammad Shah through Sawai Jai
Singh of Jaipur to appoint the Peshwa governor of Malwa and
thus deliver it officially to him. The Emperor did not agree to
this proposal and used dilatory tactics and, therefore, as a last
resort Balaji Baji Rao had to use force.

The Marathas in North India

Between 1741 and 1748 Balaji Baji Rao personally led four
important expeditions into Northern India and also kept a watch-
ful eye on the motives and activities of his generals there. But
as a consequence of the death of Chhatrapati Shahu in December,

1. V. G. Dighe: Peshwa Baji Rao I and Maratha Expansion,
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1749, Balaji’s preoccupations in the polilics and intrigues of Southern
India left him little time to atiend to the allairs in Northern India
for the next eleven years, ie. upto the year 1760. During this
period the two Maratha chiefs Malhar Rao Holkar and Jayappa
Sindhia were lelt in Northern India {o decide malters in any way
they thought it. Though Raghunath Rao, the Peshwa's brother,
was sent twice 1o the north, he could not do anything of importance
there.

The First Invasion of the Abdali

Nadir, Shah, who invaded India in 1739, was assassinated in
June, 1747, and his throne was usurped by one Ahmad of the
Sadozai section of the Ahdali or Durrani tribe of the Afshans.
Ahmad Ahdali laid claims to Nadir Shah’s Tndian conquests. He
led his first expedition into the Panjab in 1748 on the invitation of
the younger son of the Jate governor Zakaria Khan.

On hearing of the Abdali invasion, Emperor Muhammad Shah
called for the Maratha help; but hefore this relieving force could
arrive, the invader was defeated at the hattle of Manupur by a
Mughul army under the commond of Prince Ahmad, son of
Muhammad Shah, and Safdar Jang, the Nawab of Awadh. This
vietory, however, proved to he the Tast Mughul success against the

Abdali.

Ahmad Shah Abhdali ‘retalinted by invading the Panjab next
year (1749) and compelling the new governor of that provinee,
Mir Mannu or Muin-ul-mullk, to pay him annual revenue for four
districts of the provinee. Mennwhile, prince Ahmad Mughul, who
had fought against and defeated Ahmad Abdali al Manupur, had
succeeded his father Muhammad Shah os Fmperor Alimad Shah
on April 29, 1748, after the Tatter’s death on 26th April. Safdar
Jang, the Nawah of Awadh. was appointed Wazir of the Empire
besides continuing as Nawab of Awadh.

Party-Politics at the Delhi Court

Safdar Jang’s uncle who came to India as a Persian adventurer
was the first man in the family 1o have joined the Tmperial service.
It was not possible for a forcigner to have established aristocratic
connections in one generation. Being a Persian, Safdar Jang was
considered to bhe an interloper and an intruder by the Turkish
families having a long history of Mushul service. Intizam-und-daulah,
the son of the late Wazir Qamr-ud-din Khan considered that Safdar-
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Jang had robbed him of his patrimony, the office of the Wazir
of the Empire. Besides this personal interest, the two rivals—Safdar
Jang and Intizam-ud-daulah—belonged to different racial stocks.
Safdar Jang was a Persian, while Intizam-ud-daulah and other
aspirants to the post of the Prime Minister were Turks of Turan
and Central Asia, The Iranians and the Turanians have a long
history of antagonism and enmity in India and outside. Again,
while Safdar Jang was a Shia, the Turanians were Sunnis, In
short, there were racial, cultural and personal clashes between the
two parties.?

Thus very soon after the accession of Ahmad Shah to the
throne of Delhi, two well-knit political parties grew up in the
Delhi Court—the Turanian party and the Iranian party—both of
which were at daggers drawn with each other. The position of
Safdar Jang became very difficult and unenviable soon after his
appointment as Wazir due to this party-politics at the court.

Problems before the Nawab-Wazir

The Rohilas with their seat at Bareilly and the Bangash
Nawabs of Farrukhabad turned against the Wazir practically at
the same time when he was facing his enemies at the court. The
Pathans in India, according to Dr. A. L. Srivastava, “were in
treacherous alliance with the Abdali invader.”> Ahmad Khan
Bangash suddenly attacked Safdar Jang’s~camp near Farrukhabad
on 13th August, 1750, when the Wazir was busy in the Imperial
capital. The Wazir’s general and commander Raja Nawal Rai was
killed and his camp plundered. The Nawab-Wazir could not
tolerate the existence and dangerously evil activities of an ambiti-
ous power on his western boundary. He sent for the Jat and the
Maratha help and himself started imnediately to punish the
Pathans.

Before the requested Jat and Maratha help could arrive,
Safdar Jang was defeated on 24th September, 1750, by the Rohila
and the Bangash allies at the battle-field of Ram Chitauni, 5 miles
from Kasganj in Etah district. Ahmad Khan Bangash and Hafiz
Rahmat Khan Rohila ran over the Wazir’s territory upto Lucknow
and laid siege to Allahabad. Ahmad Khan's son Mahmud Khan

2. Sir Jadunath Sarkar: Fall of the Mughal Empire, Vol. I, chapter VIII;
Dr. A. L. Srivastava: The First Two Nawabs of Awadh.
3. Dr. A. L. Srivastava: The First Two Nawabs of Awadh, p. 177,

J. 3
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ravaged the whole of Awadh and perpetrated erielfics at Bilgram,
Shahabad and Khairabad.! The Pathans also ook possession of
Jaunpur and Ghazipur.® The Wazir lost all prestige at the court
at Delhi.

Since his defeat at Ram Chitauni the Wazir was dosirous of
wiping ofl the disgrace. He felt so much dishonoured and humi-
liated that in shame he did ol come

oul of his closet for many
days.

Bal Ram the Jat ruler of Ballamgay]
who created troubles in {he area around Ballamgsarh and defied the
authority of the Emperor.  The Wazir had Lo devole his altention
towards suppressing this recaleitrant chieftain also.

1 was another chieftain

Above all, Javid Khan, the real power behind the throne
those days, was favouring the Turanj parly at the court. By engi-
neering a clever plot, this cunuch gol Ghazi-ud-din appointed to the
post of the Mir Buakshi and Intizam-ud-daulah 1o the post of the
governor of Ajmer. These were the two highest oltices in the
Empire after that of the Wazir. The {wo Turani noblemen acted
to checkmate the authority and power of Safdar Jang whose pres-
tige had been greatly shattered by his recent defeat.

The Wazir invites the Maratha Teelp

It was in time of such a danger and crisis that on the advice
of his wife Sadr-un-nisa Begam and other friends Safdar Jang
decided to call the Marathas to his help. He wrote to the Peshwa
in the following words: ...« This is the time for testing our alliance

”n

...... and requested Malhar Rao Holkar and Jayappa Sindhia
repeatedly o come quickly to his aid. He

Raja Ram Narain and agent Jugul Kishore
as Kotah in Rajputana and bring them to him. Safdar Jang, as
Dr. A. L. Srivastava rightly comments, “had to make his choice
between two evils—a foreign invader assisted by enemics at home
and selfish hereditary rebels whose attitude for some years past
had heen distinetly loyal and who had been hig |
1747”7 The Wazir chose the second
was definitely far hetter of the two.

cven sent his Diwan
Lo receive them so far

own {riends since
alternative, a choice which
He purchased the Maratha

Sir Wolseley Haig: The Cambridge IHistory of India, Volume IV, p. 430
C'j S. Sardesai: New History of the Marathas, Volume I, p. 361.
Sir Jadunath Sarkar: The Fall of the Mughal Empire, Volume I, p. 358.
Dr. A, L. Srivastava: The First Two Nawabs of Awadh, p. 177.

ama e

MUGHUL-MARATHA TREATY 249

alliance for a daily allowance of Rs. 25,000 in March, 1751, Along
with the above Maratha help Safdar Jang also engaged the aid of
Raja Suraj Mal the Jat ruler of Bharalpur on a payment of
Rs. 15,000 per day.

The Pathans crushed : the Maratha uppetite whetted

The sequel of the above-mentioned Wazir-Maratha-Jal alliance
was that the Marathas and the Jats entered the Doab and defeated
the Rchilas and the Bangash Nawab in a number of engagements.
First of all they attacked Aligarh and Jalesar. In April, 1751, a
bloody hattle was fought in which the Pathans were crushingly
defeated at Fatehgarh and 10,000 of them were cut down. Safdar
Jang devastated the Bangash territory. Both the Marathas and
the Jats helped the Nawab-Wazir in this battle.

When peace was made in June, 1751, the Marathas secured
the lion’s share of the gains and spoils of war. They acquired
half of the Bangash territory as indemnity for war and realized
the agreed daily allowance of Rs. 25,000 from Safdar Jang. They
also extracted Rs. 50,00.000 from the Bangash Nawabs for “saving
them fvom complete rum.” This half of the Bangash territory
“was the fivst tervitorial acquisition of the Marathas beyond the
Yamuna.”$

Along with these monetary and territorial gains, the Marathas
gained very greatly in prestige. The syccess of the Wazir with
the Maratha help opened a new chapter in the history of Northern
India. The Maratha share in this warfare had established the
fact beyond doubt that they were the only power with whose help
and co-operation peace in the North could be maintained on the
point of bayonet. Not a bird could flutter its wings without their
consent and no change in the political firmament could take place
without the Maratha assistance. At the same time their ambition
became more lofty than before and they began to dream of domi-
nating over the Mughul Empire. Their appetite was greatly
whetted and it did not know any satisfaction.

The Abdali invasion : the Pathans turn fifth-columnists

The Pathans of India secured a very capable leader named
Najib-ud-daulah, when the Abdali repeated his invasion on India.
Najib-ud-daulah had invited Ahmad Shah Abdali when the Pathans

8. H. G. Rawlinson: Cambridge History of India, Volume 1V, p. 415,
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had been surrounded on all sides (by the Wazir, the Maraths and
the Jats) in April, 1751, The Abdali accepted this nvitation
started for his third expedition to India in Deccmber, 17518,
appeared in the Panjab. Saldar Jang was still busy in punish-
ing the Bangash Afghans and Raja Balwani Siash of Danaras.

Emperor Ahmad Shah was alarmied b the progress of the
Abdali and his successes in Uie Panjab.  Tle senl urgent messages
to the Nawab-Wazir Safdar Jany to reach Delhi with all haste
and to check the invader. But the Wazir deluyed his departure
intentionally, because he wanted that Muin-ul-mulk, his rival and
governor of the Panjab, should be completely crippled by the

Abdali.

Muin-ul-mulk requested for help from Delhi, but received none.
Consequently, he lost all confidence in hig ariyy.  Lahore {ell on
15th March, 1752, and the news reached Delhi on 29rd March.
The same was the fate of Multan. Consternation and terror spread
all over Northern India, specially so in and around Dethi, People
began to run away for their lives and flee [rom Delhi to Central
India and the interior of the Doab. Business was praclically at
a stand-still for some days and the supply of {ood and fodder to
Delhi was stopped.

The Maratha help purchased by the Wazr

Emperor Ahmed Shah became desperate under these circum-
§tances. He sent urgent summons to Safdar Jang who was stay-
ing at Lucknow, and in an angry letter in his own hand-writing,
written on 23rd March, 1752, implored him to reach Delhi withoubt
loss of time along with “ a powerful Maratha force at any price,”
and face the danger from the Abdali. The Wazir received the
letter on 27th March and on its receipt be patched a truce with
Raja Balwant Singh of Banaras,

Doubly convinced that the Maratha help was most essential,
Safdar Jang sent fast messengers to stop the Maratha army which
was then on its way home. The Nawab-Wazir himself started to-
wards Delhi on 3rd April, 1752, and met the Maratha chiefs Malhar
Rao Holkar and Jayappa Sindhia near Kanauj. Here the Emperor
of India and the Peshwa, represented by their chiefs Safdar Jang
on the one side and Malhar Rao Holkar and Jayappa Sindhia on
the other, entered into a formal defensive alliance on April 12,

9. Dr. A. L. Srivastava: The First Two Nawabs of Awadh, p. 199.
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1752, wherchy the Marathas undertook to protect und save the
Mughul Empire both from internal rebellions and dangers and
from external invasions and attacks. In exchange for the Maratha
promise for armed assistance, the Emperor also agreed to give
some money and the privilege to collect Chauth as well as some
jagir to the Peshwa,10

The Terms of the Treaty

1. The Peshwa agreed to defend and protect the disintegrating
Mughul Empire from all its enemies, both external and internal.
Among the external enemies of the Empire at that time the most
important was the Abdali, and among the internal enemies the
prominent ones were the Rajputs, the Pathans and other rebels.
As a result of this treaty, the Marathas were to recover all terri-
tories in the possession of these external and internal enemies and,
after the reconquest, these territories were to be restored to the
Emperor. In order to defend the Empire the Marathas had to
maintain a strong, permanent army.

2. In return for the above-mentioned support and protection
the Mughul Emperor agreed lo pay to the Peshwa a sum of
Rs. 50,00,000. Of this sum Rs. 30 lakhs was the honorarium for
defending the Mughuls from foreign enemies, ie., driving the
Abdali out of India, and Rs. 20 lakhs for suppressing internal
rebels and maintaining peace and order and Mughul supremacy
within the country. N

3. The Emperor granted to the Peshwa the right to collect
the Chauth (Y4 of the usual Imperial revenue) from the two pro-
vinces of the Panjab and Sindh which had already been ceded to
the Abdali. The idea seems to be that the Marathas were entitled
to Chauth only after their capture of the Panjab and Sindh from
the Abdali’s hands. The Peshwa was also given the right to col-
lect Chauth from four districts of the Doab. Another quarter of
the revenue from these districts was to be paid to Safdar Jang and
Javid Khan from which these two officers were to maintain and
pay the salaries of the soldiers in their contingents. Only half of
the land revenue of the four districts was to go to the Emperor.

4, The Peshwa was to be appointed Subahdar or the governor
of Agra, including the faujdari of Mathura, and the governor of

10. V. K. Rajwade’s Marathiyanchia Itihas (the History of the Mara-

this), Volume I chapter I.
G. S. Sardesai: Marathi Risayat, Madhya Vibhag. Panipat Prakaran

chapter XXVIL, p. 9.
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Ajmer, including the faujdari of Narnaul. These two provinees and
two Sarkars were to be administered in the usual Mughul way.
The Peshwa was 1o enjoy all remuncrations, allowances and privi-
leges which were assigned to these two governorships.

5. The Peshwa had to administer his jagirs according to the
age-long practices and regulations of the Mughul administration and
like an ordinary vassal of the Emperor. He or his agents were
not to interfere in the administration of the dircetly-governed forts
and strategic places in these governorships. He had o ohserve all
regulations and decorum of the Mughul administration,

6. On behalf of the Peshwa, who could not 2o o the Mughul
court due to distance and pre-occupations, some Maratha generals
had to atlend the Delhi court in his place. These generals were
required to obey the orders of the Lmperor, just like all other
mansabdars. They had to join the Mughu! army on march along
with their contingents.

In order to save the face of the Emperor it was decided that
the Peshwa should submit a petition 1o the Emperor to the above
effect and that the latter grant the request of the Maratha chiel.
The Peshwa colled upon God and other Hindu deities like the
Sun, the Vedas, Bel Bhandar, Tulasi and the river Ganga to attest
to the fidelity of his words and promises.!! Safdar Jang accepted

11. In his book Marathi Risayat. Madhya Vibhag, Panipai Prakarana
(Section on Panipat), G. S. Surdesai writes as follows : —

“The Emperor entered into a special treaty with the Marathas to get their
help. This was an important treaty . . . Jayappa Sindhia and Malhar Rao
Holkar agreed on hehall of the Peshwa.

In this trealy, il is said: ‘Sl Iswara (the Blessed God), the Sun and Siva
are the witnesses. The sucred books (the Vedas), the Bel Bhandar (the
leaves of the bel-tree and turmeric that are put on the image of the deity and
are taken off for swearing by them a solemn oath), Tulast and Ganga ave
direct witnesses” For the purpose of maintaining the dignity of the Emperor,
it was decided that the treaty should be in the form of a petition and answer.
In the trealy, the name of the Peshwa is mentioned and not that of the king.
Under this treaty, the Marathas agreed to undertake the responsihility  of
protecting all the territories from Sind to Kasi (Banaras). The important
clauses of the treaty refer (o the Rohillas and Abdali. Sindhia and Holkar
took upon themselves the tusk of quelling the Robillas. The effect of this
treaty was to provoke Abduli. In the Emperor's courl, two parties sprang up
in Consequence, viz. (1) that of the Marathas and (2) that of the Afghans.
The ambassador and agent of Abdali remained in Delhi and kept himself
informed of the news there. It was this treaty that led to the open entry
of the Marathas in the territory of the Rajputs.”
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the petition on behalf of Emperor Ahmad Shah and the treaty was
thus entered into by hoth parties on April 12, 1752.

Developments at Delhi: the Abdali bribed by the Emperor

Meanwhile the agent of the Abdali, Qalandar Khan, reached
Delhi on April 11, 1752, and demanded of Emperor Ahmed Shah
that the Panjab and Multan, which had already been conguered
by Ahmad Shah Abdali, be formally handed over to the Afghan
congueror. The anti-Wazir Turani pariy at Delhi was anxious to
come to some settlement with the invader before the arrival of
Safdar Jang with the Maratha help, for they were afraid as well
as jealous of his influence and power. Hence on April 23, 1752,
Javid Khan, the cunuch, inlroduced Qalandar Khan to Emperor
Almad Shah and recommended to the laiter an early settlement
of the dispute and the concluding of a treaty satisfactory to the
Abdali. The weak Emperor was taken in and he formally ceded
the Panjab and Multan to Ahmad Shah Abdalil? The Afghan
invader appointed Muin-ul-mulk, the ex-governor of the Panjab,
as his governor and viceroy of his Indian acquisitions.

Safdar Jang embarrassed : the Marathas clamour for money

Accompanied by the 50,000 Maratha soldiers, Safdar Jang
reached Delhi on May 5, 1752, but he was twelve days too late. The
Wazir had expected to drive the Abdali out of the Panjab and
Multan with the Maratha help. His idea was to put the Marathas
incharge of the North-Western frontier of the Mughul Empire and
thus safeguard the country as well as the Emperor on his throne,
He wanted the Maratha help to serve three purposes: —

(i) to drive the Abdali out of the country,

(ii) to relieve the Emperor of a constant headache from the
big and difficult problem of defending the frontiers of the country
on the north-west and

(iii) to extend the boundary of the Mughul Empire in the
north-west so as to include in it Kabul and Afghanistan with the
aid of these new allies.

But all his expectations were dashed to the ground when he
found on reaching the capital that in his absence the Emperor had
already ratified a treaty with the Abdali satisfactory to the invader.

12. Sir Wolseley Haig: The Cambridge History of India, Volume IV, p. 434,
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Javid Khan’s agreement with Ahmad Abdali made the Maratha-
Mughul treaty of April 12, 1752, a scrap of paper. The Nawab-
Wazir’s scheme was annulled, as it were, and he {elt greatly frus-
trated and disgusted with the shape the matters had taken.

When the Marathas leamt of hese developments at the court,

they became furious und clamoured for the money promised to

them by Safdar Jang.  They began to plunder and ravage the
country-side as far distant as 40 miles around Delhi. Fortunately
for the Wazir, Peshwa Balaji Baji Rao was in difficulties in the
South at this time, as he had been defeated by Salabat Jang at
Talegaon Dhamdhera near Poona and the struggle between the
Peshwa and Salabat Jang, the Viceroy of the Decean continued from
December 1751 to April 175218 Malhar Rao Holkar wanted to go
to the South to the help of the Peshwa, The recent developments at
Delhi aided him in thig project. The cunning Ghazi-ud-din Khan,
son of Nizam-ul-mulls and hrother of Salabat Jang, offered the
Emperor a solution. The Emperor was to request the Marathag
to go to the South and help him in securing the Viceroyalty
of the South as he wag now entitled Nizam-ul-mulk Asaf
Jah., He was later poisoned by his step-mother on October
16, 1752. The Emperor alo oot vid of the 50,000 Marathas who
were taken to he a nuisance when there was no war to he fought.
With the demand reduced to R 3000000, the Mavathas Teft for
the South.

The Marathas come permanently in the Nortl

The Mughu!-Maratha treaty of April 12, 1752, brought the
Marathas permanently into the North Indian politics and from
that time they hecame not only important hut alse indispensable
there.  Though they had to return to {he Decean very soon after
the treaty was concluded, they had become g permanent power

and an influencial interest to he reckoned with in the settlement
of affairs in the North.

The relations hetween the Emperor and the Wazir did not
improve once they had taken a bad turn ;
ing and each one of them was anxious to get the better of the other.
The Wazir held Javid Khan, the Khoja eunuch, responsible for his
disgrace at the court, He invited Javid Khan to a dinner
August 27, 1752, and had him killed at the banquet,

they continued worsen-

on
thus setting

13. Sir Jadunath Sarkar:

Cambridge History of India, Volume IV, pp.
387-8,
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aside his greatest enemy at court.’* But the death of Javid Khan
did not improve the relations between Emperor Ahmad Shah and
Wazir Safdar Jang.

Meanwhile, the news of the proposed invasion of Ahmad Shah
Abdali on the Panjab arrived in Delhi in November 1752. On 5th.
February, 1753, an Afghan envoy arrived in the Mughul Court
in Delhi and demanded the tribute of Rs, 50,00,000 due to his
master, the Abdali. The Mughul noblemen who were opposed to
Safdar Jang taunted the Nawab-Wazir: “The Marathas have
undertaken to fight the Abdali . ... Ask them what should be done
now ....” 715 The Wazir sent urgent calls to the Peshwa for armed
help, but was driven to rebel against the Emperor on March 26,
1753, before any news could arrive from the Peshwa.

Both Emperor and Wazir court Maratha help

Before his open rebellion hoth the Wazir and the Emperor
appealed to the Marathas for help. The Peshwa received agents
from both of them and they made a bid for the Maratha armed aid.
Antaji Mankeshwar was incharge of a small Maratha force station-
ed at Delhi and the Hingane brothers were the Maratha envoys
at the Mughu! capital. Feelers and agents were sent to both of

these Maratha officers by the Emperor as well as by the rebe]
Wazir.16

The Peshwa agreed to support the Emperor (Imad-ul-mulk
representing him) against the rebel Wazir and placed at his dis-
posal 5,000 Maratha soldiers on the condition that Awadh and
Allahabad, which belonged to the ex-Wazir, be given to the
Marathas for this help. Thus Balaji Baji Rao helped the Emperor
against the Wazir and cut at the roots of his former ally—he
struck a blow at the very tree on which he stood. He did not
remember even for a moment that Safdar Jang was primarily
instrumental in giving the Marathas an access to the North Indian
politics. He rejected the Wazir's offer of a big jagir yielding a
revenue of Rs. 16,00,000 a year,

This was only the beginning of the Maratha influence in the
North Indian affairs. They had realized that the Mughul Empire was

14. Jadunath Sarkar: The Fall of Mughal Empire, Volume I, pp. 272-3.
15. G. S. Sardesai: Selections from the Peshwa’s Daftar, Volume XXI,
letters 53, 54 and 55.
16. G. S. Sardesai. Aitihasik Patravyavalar, p. 89,
J. 4
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rotten to the core, that it was standing on its last less and that it
could not be held togtther for long without their help, Safdar Jang,
who had been loyal to his master so far, had to turn against Emperor
Ahmad Shah mainly beceuse the latter had become a tool in the
hands of Ghazi-ud-din and Intizam-ud-daulah. The rivalry among
the different members of the Turani Sunni party was no less. The
Marathas had realized that there were divisions in it long hefore
the rebellion of Safdar Jangl?

The Marathas *sit on the fence’

During the Civil War between the Turani and the Irani parties
in which Emperor Ahmad Shah was made a tool by the former
party, the policy of the Marathas in the North had been “to sit
upon the fence, watch for the end of the civil war and then join
the victor or take advantage of the exhaustion of both sides, sa
as to increase Maratha domination in the North.”!®

Exhausted and weakened, the two sides ceased warfare on
November 7, 1753. The Maratha contingent consisting of 4,000
soldiers under the command of Malhar Rao’s son Khande Rao
Holkar arrived in Delhi on 21st November, that is, two week’s
after the peace was restored and the two parties reconciled. Safdar
Jang was pardoned and Awadh and Allahabad werve veturned to
him, thus nullifying the Empervor’s promise for these two pro-
vinces made to the Marcthas.

The Marathas involved in North Indian politics

The necessity of the Maratha armies in the North was nullified
soon after an agreement was made to that effect between the
Marathas and Imad-ul-mulk, as the Civil War came {o an end
14 days before the Maratha armies arrived in Delhi. Now that
they were no more required in Delhi, the Maratha commanders
sought other quarters for war and plunder. Delhi and its environs
attracted them, but Imad-ul-mulk diverted their attention towards
the kingdom of Raja Suraj Mal Jat of Bharatpur. Soon after this
we find Khande Rao Holkar plundering the Jat villages near
Palwal. He started his war against Suraj Mal in January, 1754,

17. G. S. Sardesai: Selections from the Peshwa’s Daftar, Volume XXI
Jetter No. 55, Y '

18. Sir Jadunath Sarkar: The Fall of the Mughal Empire, Volume T, p. 515.
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but was killed by a chance bullet. Some time after the march
of Khande Rao, Jayappa Sindhia also invaded Marwar., He was
killed at Nagaur in 1755,

The treaty of April 12, 1752, had granted the Marathas the
provinces of Agra and Ajmer. The ambitious Maratha chiefs
attempted to establish their sway over these provinces even after
the above-mentioned treaty was reduced to the importance of a
serap of paper. The province of Agra became a bone of conten-
tion between Khande Rao Holkar and Raja Suraj Mal Jat of
Bharatpur, as it lay so near Bharatpur and Mathura and was con-
sidered by Suraj Mal to be in his field of activity. The pro-
vince of Ajmer became an apple of discord between the Raja of
Marwar and Jayappa Sindhia. The Mughul-Maratha treaty of
1752, therefore, was mainly responsible for Maratha entanglements
with the Jats and the Rajputs.

Malhar Rao Holkar allied with the new Wazir Imad-ul-mulk.,
The climax of this alliance was the dethronemennt of Emperor
Ahmed Shah. Malhar Rao mmade a surprise visit to Delhi in May,
1754, along with his 20,050 cavalry, cantured Ahmad Shah at Shiv-
rajpur hear Sikandrabad and threw him into the dungeon.!® The
Maratha hold over Delhi was complete and even Imad-ul-mulk felt
ashamed for his disloyal acts and for bringing disgrace upon the
Mughul royal family. Thus by 1756 the Marathas had become
supreme in the whole of India. -

The Marathas achieve further successes: their results

The Maratha supremacy in India received a temporary set
back when Ahmad Shah Abdali invaded our country in 1757. But
this time he did not come to stay in India and went back to
Afghanistan within four months.

After the departure of the Abdali, the Marathas under Tukoji
Holkar and Sabaji Sindhia took their sword right upto Attock
in the Panjab. The Maratha Empire thus reached its largest
extent in May, 1758. This success, however, proved to be the
main cause of the Maratha downfall in the Peshwa period. Though
the ambitions of the Maratha leaders, politicians and administra-
tors soared sky-high, they failed to crush some of the most dan-

19. G. S. Sardesai: Selections from the Peshwa’s Daftar, Volume XXI,
letter No. 60, and Sir Wolseley Haig: The Cambridge History of India,
Volume IV, p. 436.
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gerous internal foes like Najib-ud-daulah, the Rohila leader. They
also failed to concilide the Jats and the Rajputs. The result of
the escape of Najib-ud-daulah was the re-appearance of the Abdali
who re-visited our country in 1761 in order to help his brethren in
plight. This small mistake cost the Marathas the disoster of Bara-
righat and the death of Dattoji Sindhia. Finally, Sadashiva Rao
Bhau was despatched to drive the Abdali out of the country.
Bhau did not understand that the Afghan invader had no inten-
tion of establishing his dominion in India, but that he was only
prevailed upon to stay here during the swnmers at the request of
Najib-ud-daulah. Moreover, as Rao Babadur G. S, Sardesai has
pointed out, “If Bhau Saheb had agreed o cede the Panjub
and make the Satlej the houndary line between the two claimants,
a negotiated peace was quite possible. 2 Unfortunately, Bhau
Saheb dreamt of a far flung Maratha Empire from Attock to the
Bay of Bengal — a drean: which was horn in April 1752, but never

fulfilled 1!

The Mughul-Maratha Treaty of April, 1752, thus not only gave
rise to a strong Maratha power in Northern India, it was also res-
ponsible for giving rise to their lofty hopes and ambitions to build
up an all-India Maratha Empire. The natural corollary was that
it gave rise to many new problems and complications in the Indian
politics—the Rajput-Maratha conflict in Ra jasthan, the Jat-Maratha
conflict in Central India and the Afghan-Mavatha conflict in the Pan-
jab. This ambition of the Marathas was mainly responsible for
Sadashiva Rao Bhau’s tragic failure in the game of diplomacy and
beating for allies on the eve of the third battle of Panipat.®' The
Rajput resentment against the Maratha actions in Rajputana were
too fresh for them to go to the aid of Bhau Saheb even in a
hational cause; the Jats kept aloof hecause their homes had heen
ravaged by them. Thus the treaty which was the main source of
Maratha legal footing in the North became eventually responsible

for their notoriety and their final tragic fall at the hands of a foreign
invader in 1761,

Al rights reserved by the author

20. G. S. Sardesai: New History of the Marathas, Volume 1L p. 423.
21. Dr. A, L. Srivastava: “Afghan-Maratha Diplomatic Tussle ou the
Eve of Panipal”, in Sardesai Commemoration Volume, 1938.

The Second Afghan War and the
Patriotic Fund

BY

Dr. NanpavaL CuatTersi, M.A., Pu.D., D.Lirr,
University of Lucknow.

While recently engaged in investigating into the official records
in the possession of the U. P. Government, relating to the Second
Afghan War, I came across valuable data regarding one of the
War measures which have escaped the attention of the historians.
It will be a news to the students of history that the authorities
initiated a plan which in those days was as unorthodox as it was
novel. The Government sponsored what was styled the Patriotic
Fund of India. The very name of the Fund would sound strange
at the present day. In any case, it serves to illustrate the manner
in which the Government sought to exploit the loyalty of the
Indian people. The details regarding the Fund are interesting
enough, and a study thereof would throw a flood of light on con-
temporary war propaganda and on the financial requirements,
which forced the Government to ask for"and collect public dona-
tions all over India as a war measure.

At the outset, a public meeting was held at Simla on the
14th September, 1880, over which His Excellency the Viceroy
himself presided. In this meeting the scheme of the Patriotic
Fund for all India was put forward and adopted. (Vide Letters
from the Office of the Central Committee, Simla, 5th October,
1880, etc.). His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief moved a reso-
lution proposing the inauguration of the Fund in order to mark
the high appreciation in which the people of India held the gal-
lantry displayed by the troops in Afghanistan, and the courage
and endurance with which they had borne the hardships of the
campaigns. (Vide. Letter from J. Clarke, Superintendent-General,
Government Secretariat, N. W. P. and Oudh, forwarding the Cir-
cular from Sir D. M. Stewart, President, Patriotic Fund, 1880).
Subscriptions were invited for the Fund from princes of India
and from the general publicc. The money collected was to be
utilised for the relief of the disabled and for the help of all mem-
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bers of the military classes, whether combatants or non-comhba-
tants, Kuropeans or Indians.

The following gentlemen were invited 10 act as a contral work-
Ing cominitlee under the patronage of the Viceroy (Vide. the Pro-
cecedings of the Palriotic Fund meeting, 14th September, 1830):

Lieut.-General Sir Donald Stewart,
Mr. A. C. Lyall,

The Hon’ble C. Grant.

Col. A. B. Johnson,

Col. J. E. Gordon,

Col. S. Black,

Lt. W. J. B. Bird (Secretary).

The central commitice decided to take steps for organising
local commitees to receive subseriptions in the various provinces
and arrange a concerted plan of action throughout the country.
The Provincial authorities were invited to support and popularise

the movement in their respective areas.  (Vide. Circular No_ 16/290
of 31. 1. 81).

v The official records in Lucknow show tha
mittees were formed in the various divisions and also districts of
the N. W. Provinces and Oudh in promotion of the interests of
the Patriotic Fund. A letter from the local Government at Alla-

ha'bad, 4th January, 1881, (Vide Letter from W. Tyrrell), makes
this clear ; — ’

U special sub-com-

The object of such sub-committees will he to m
Fund and its purposes known to the public ;
to invite and receive subscript

| 'To obviate undesirable misconceptions in the mind of the
lndfan public, the authorities took care to announce that all contri-
butions would be purely voluntary, (Vide. Letter from the
Local Secretary, Patriotic Fund, Allahabhad, 28th January, 1881).

In an issue of the Pioneer of Allah
the 6th December, 1880), Sir George C

ake the
and, in so doing,
ions thereto ”,

abad (Vide. the issue of
ouper, Lieutenant Governor
for the Fund, and emphasis-
aken by the District authori-

. compulsion in the matter of
also Circular No, 24/465 of 16, 2. 81).

ties to see that there was no undue
collecticns, (Vide,
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It appears that a local committee was formed at London to
receive subscriptions in England. (Vide. Circular from the Cen-
tral Committee, 5th October, 1880).

How far the aims and objects of the Fund were eventually
realised is not clear. One of the Circular letters from the President
of the Central Committee runs thus:—

“ Donations to the amount of over Rs. 3,22,000 have already
been placed at the disposal of the Central Committee ; and it
is believed that subscriptions, amounting to nearly a third of
that sum, have been raised, independently, in the Bombay
Presidency ",

(Vide. Circular of 4th February, 1881, and also Circular
No. 84 A).

The official papers do not indicate any marked measure of
success in the matter of collections, The public response does not
appear to have been very encouraging, even though the local
authorities were frequently instructed, as the circular letters show,
to convene public meetings as often as possible for the purpose of
advancing the cause of the Fund. There were a number of reasons
why the Patriotic Fund did not arouse much enthusiasm in India.
The official control and management of the Fund could not have
inspired public confidence. Besides, the Central Committee and all
its local committees were not fairly representative, and the re-
presentation of the non-official or Indian sections of the public on
these committees was insufficienf. Furthermore, there was little
public enthusiasm in India for the aims and objects of the Second
Afghan War itself. It is well-known that the opinion of the Indian
intelligentsia was against the costly military adventure outside
India at the expense of the Indian tax-payer. Lord Lytton’s
Government was already unpopular on account of the Vernacular -
Press Act and other undesirable measures. Facts such as these
go to explain the failure of the Patriotic Fund. Barring a num-
ber of loyal Indian princes and gentlemen, few came forward to
donate money for the relief of war sufferers.



Gwalior Diary
(December 1850 to December 1852)

BY
K. Sasun Lar, M.A.

Daulat Rao Sindhia had no male issue and when he died
in 1827, Mugat Rai, a lad of 11 years, being the nearest relative
of the late Maharajah was declared the sovereign, under the title
of Alijah Jankoji Sindhia. He was married to the grand-daughter
of Daulat Rao Sindhia by Baiza Bal.

The rule of Jankoji Sindhia was weak and feeble. During
the greater part of his reign Mama Sahib the maternal uncle of
the Maharaja occupied the post of the Minister,! and for a
long time Baiza Bai carried on her intrigues. The Court was one
of constant intrigues and no wonder the army was in a rebellious
IHOOd.

Jankoji died on 7th February 1843 without a male issue. Rani
Tarabai, the Maharajah’s widow, a girl of 11 years of age, with
the consent of the Chiefs and Military of the State, adopted
Bhagarat Rao a lad of 8 years and son of Hinwanth Rao who assum-
ed the title of Alijah Jayaji Sindhia.

At this time Lord Ellenborough the Governor-General of
India wanted to take undue advantage to appoint his own man
to be the regent. Mr. Hope, in his sketch of the House of Sindhia,
writes thus:

“ As Lord Ellenborough had firmly resolved, though his
resolution was not then made known, first to disregard the rights
of the State, and afterwards deprive it of its independence, the
preliminary step would necessarily be to set aside the Maharanee
on the ground of her infancy, and to put up in her place as a
Regent a person who would cheerfully do the bidding of the British
Government. The election was in the hands of the Durbar. Now

1 Mama = Maternal Uncle, Sahib = Lord. According to Thornton “This
corresponding title of honour resembles that of Monsieur of the elder
branch of the French Royal Family, vide, Thornton, Gazetteer of India Vol,
11. Gwalior, p. 63.

J. 5
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there was only one individual in that Council who would lend

himself to carry out an anti-national policy, and he was called
N . .

Mama Sahib .2 His name was Krishna Rao Kadam.

Proceeding further Hope gives us not a good picture of Mama
Sahib and speaks about his repulsive manners.

He says that had it not heen for Lord Ellenborough’s meddling,
Dada Khasji Walla would have been clected by acclamation. It
was just at this time the Governor-General’s letter arrived to the
effect that he would gladly sce the regency conferred upon Mama

Sahib.

S.o Mama Sahib the pro-British man hecame the regent. He
got his niece married to the Maharajah.?

Then started the intrigues to oust him from the regency. At
first in these intrigues a woman named Nurengi® took a lee;d'mg
part. She was the favourite of Tarabai and acquired so much
control on the Maharani that the regent Mama Sahib felt his posi-
tion and authority to be in danger and was considering how best
he might remove her. However, Nurengi was inducea to retire
after making an excellent bargain for herself.4

But as said earlier there was Dada Khasji Walla, who had
originally aspired to the regency and was successfully working to
undermine the authority of Mama Sahih. Perhaps Ta‘rabai too tfelt
her authority slipping av-ay and hence her hatred of Mama Sahib
increased in proportion to her liking for her Chamberlain Dada
Khasji Walla, who was an able man. As a result factions at
the Court became deep rooted. After discussions which lasted
for a fortnight, the regent was dismissed and the British Minister
at Gwalior advised Mama Sahib 1o retire from {hat place in
obedience to the order of the Maharanee,

.It is said that Dada Khasji Walla wanted to get rid of Mama
Sahib when the regent halted at Seronj.’

2. J. Hope: A sketch of the House of Scindhi
; ¢ ia 1863, p. 42. The other
Mama Sahib who succeeded him was a far better man as thre) 4

diary will reveal. perusal of this

3. B. D Basu, Rise of the Christian Power in India, Vol. V, pp. 116-123.
3{1. This name has been spelt in various ways in almost all t’he Books. At
one time it reads as Mowrangi.
4. Beveredge, A Comprehensive History of India, Vol. II, p. 475.
For more details, read J. Hope, Op. Cit. pp. 46-49, o
». Beveridge, Vol. III, Op. Ch. p. 475.
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Thus the vacancy caused by the dismissal of the Mama Sahib
was to be filled. The Maharance with the advice of the Durbar
appointed Khasji Walla, but then the British had yet to recognise
him as regent. The regent’s anti-British policy was quite apparent
to the Governor-General, who quietly asked Col. Spiers, the
Resident to move out of Gwalior territory.

In his letter io the Queen on June 27, 1843, he wrote: * The
relirement of the late regent from Gwalior has removed all present
apprehensions of collision with the troops of Gwalior. The British
Resident has i pursuance of his instructions yemoved to his house
at Dholpore, about 30 miles from Gwalior and out of the Gwalior

territory ”.8

He was replaced by Col. Sleeman, the man of his heart.
Ellenborough wanted some excuse or other to reduce Gwalior
to a mere vassal state. He did not approve of the activities of Dada
Khaji Walla and took every action of his to be something like a
defiance of the British Government. That is why in his letter of
19th September 1843, he informed the Queen as follows:

“The Dada Khasjevwala with whom every measure of an
offensive or hostile character originated, still retains his influence
over the Ranee, and directs alfairs. It would appear that he now
conceals from Her Highness the real purport of the communication
and addressed to her by the British Minister ”.7 The fact is that
Khasjiwalla opened and read the letter of the Governor-General
addressed to the Rani which made matters worse. As Hope puts
it “It was said ........ that the Minister of the State had inter-
cepted a letter from his Lordship to his dear young ‘Sister’ the
Maharanee ”. The fact is that as the Minister he was the only
person who could open, read and explain its contents to the
Maharanee.

This incident was very much resented by the Governor-Gene-
ral. That is why he became adamant for “ the mere dismissal of the
Dada Khasjiwalla, after all that has passed, would not be sufficient
to afford security against similar intrigues to State in which he
has been the mover, and to place the relations between the two
Governments upon a satisfactory footing ”.8 The Governor-General
demanded that Khasji Walla should not only be dismissed but

6. B. D. Basu, Vol. V, Op. Cit. p. 120.
7. Ihid. p. 124.
8. Beveridge, op. cit. p. 476.
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banished for ever beyond the limits of the
hostile Minister Dada Sahily Khasji Wall
ed by the Maharance

letter.  But that was
thought that the Militay
the control of the Rani

Gwalior tevritory, The
a was immediately deliver-
on the receipt of the Governor-General's
not sufficient. The  Governor-Ceneral
v of Sindhia was too unwicldy and out of
and as such it should be erushoed.,

Thus we find that the British ste

pped i with their guns and
armies.  Ellenborough who was  hent
excuse to declare a war,

w

upon a war, had a lame
We need not deseribe the cvents of the
ar as they are sulficiently dealt with clsewhere 9

Jayaji Sindhia was forced to accept a treaty which was signed
by the British Government angd Gwalior on 13th January 1844.
Among other things, its clauses 8, 9 and 10 are useful for our
present purpose.

Clause 8 fixed that the mimority of the Mah
terminate on his altaining the full age of 18 vears, Le. on 19th
January 1853. While clause 9 appointed
sisting of Rao Ram Rao Phalkia Bahadur Shamshir Jung as the
President and with the following as members. Deo Rao Jadhav
Mama Sahib, Dabir-ud-daulah Munshi Rajah Balwant Rao

Bahadur, Oodaji Rao Ghatgia, Moollaji, and Narayan Rao Bhau
Yumaji Potnowis.10

arajah was to

a regeney Council con-

Article 10, fixes 3 lakhs o

f rupees a year for the maintenance
of Darbar and her Court.

With this introduction to serve as
a period of 6 years, and now take our
readers an idea of the life of Gwalior

ties at Gwalior, week-to-week from
ber 1852.

a background, we skip over
readers to 1850 to give our
—nhay a picture of the activi-
December 1850 to Decem-

If we like, we could continue it further,
from 2 years to 10 or 20 years. As said elsewhere, the monotony

of the subject and the lack of time, has forced us at present, to
limit it to a short period of two years.

enlarge its range

So far to the best of our knowledge

and belief, this material
has not been placed before scholars.

We feel that this material,

9. Gwalior papers 1844, pp. 15-18. vide Law “India under Ellenborough
p. 28, also Calcutta Review, I, 1844, p. 935.

10. C U. Aitchison, Treaties, Engagements and Sunnuds, Vol. IV, pp. 266.
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an inevitable mine of knowledge, will be of great use, to post-
oraduate students and scholars and more so to those wh(? are
;Dx/()x‘king for the Ph.D. or D.Ljtt. degrees.

Now, we request our readers to pass on as to what was hap-
pening v:/eek by week for two years at Gwalior, prior to the
Maharajah assuming full reins of Government.

20th December 1850: The Assistant Agent attended jche
Durbar. After the usual ceremony, he had a -prlvate mt(-;-lrwe\'v
for an hour with the Maharajah and Mama Sahxk') the“Muk tar-li
Riyasat (Regent). For a few minutes the Diwanji, too, was
closeted with them.

The Agent accompanied with the Sarishtadar of the Maha-
rajah arrived at Chawni gana (Military camp at Gana).

The Mulhtar-i-Riyasat has purchased 19 high breed horses for
his Paigah.

It is understood that Chaudri Murlidhar who absconded frmg
the pargana Ambhawalla accompanied with two hundred irn;z
soldiers, is staying at Dholpur. From here he has bee;l ;ire:iler g
the English officers and complaining about the work o s.

The daughter of Baba Sargur was married. One'da'y he
invited all the courtiers to a dinner party’. The Mukhtarl;lf-Rlyzsat
accompanied by courtiers attended the party. He conferred a
Khilat upon him.

To-day (20th December) being an auspicious day, the Maha-
rajah and Maharanee celebrated it by throwing open a grand dinner
party. |

Khanda Rao Bhau who is to accompany the Assistant

Lieutenant Bahadur has heen awarded a Khilat of 5 parchas with
sarpech and Malla-i-Marwarid.!*

It is understood that in place of Late Gopa Shastri, GopallRta'o
Shastri, has been appointed as a temporary Judge of the Adala ;11-
Alia o% Cwalior. All the officers have been ordered to obey the
orders of Gopal Rao Shastri.

i 851. For Akhbar-ul-Haqaiq,
-ul-Haqaiq, 25th January, I . L
dur;,yit};:jrpublished in the Pr. of the Ind. Hist. R. C. 22nd Session, 1945,
rea

pp.68-69.
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In honour of the marriage of Tulsaji, one day, a prand party
was held in the Sarkari Bada. Thirty or thirty-two Khilats were
presented to the Mukhtar-i-Riyasat and others,

The “ Barat (marriage

party) accompanied by the Maharajah
moved to the palace of the

Mukhtar-i-Riyasat.

Chaudri Murlidhar Ambahwalla approached the Residency,
In connection with his case which he has heen discussing with

them. We do not know what would he the result of the discus-
sion.12

The Mulkhtar-i-Riyasat has re

-instated the dismissed sepoys
and now the people are happy ove

r it.

When a party was given to Bapu Sahib Satovella Deshmukh
and Lachman Rao Phalkia, all the Sardars, Aslahdars of the State

assembled in the Sarkari Bara (Bada) when 4000 persons partook
the feast.

In honour of the marriage

Khilats

of Tulsaji, for a number of days,
and presents poured in from all sardars and kamaisdars.

People of some parganas h
their Amils and Tahsildars.
an enquiry.

ave lodged bitter complaints against
The Mukhtar-i-Riyasat has ordered

Two months pay of sepoys is now being disbursed.

It is the talk of the town that one Thakore with 500 sawars has

been creating disturbances in the pargana of Sabhalgadh.13

There is nothing to report except that in the Illaka of Narvor,
a new district is now being formed. Various other names of places
were suggested but in vain.

Many ‘of the Chubas and Brahmans of Mathura have arrived
in Gwalior. It is understood the Durbar would render them help.

Khanda Rao Bhau who accompanied the Assistant Regent h

as
returned. He has submitted his report to the Maharajah.14

On the 22nd January 1851, the birthday celebrations of the
Maharajah were held in the afternoon and a Durbar-i-Am. Bapu

12. Ihid, 29th January, 1851,
13. Ibid, 5th Feb. 1851.
14. Ibid, 19th Feb. 1851.
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Sahib Satovella Deshmukh and the Mukhtar-i-Riyasat with staff
were present. According to his rank, each one of them presented
Khilats to the Maharajah.!s

On 26th the Chubas of Mathura were entertained in the Bada
with dinner and sweets. Each one of them received Rs. 5/-. SO
also the Brahmins of the Himalayas were. fed and presented with
Rs. 7/- each as well as Razai (cotton blanket) by the Sarkar.

It is expected that the Maharajah will leave shortly for
Shikar.16

Maharajah Hindu Rao is expected to arrive from.Delhi at
Gwalior, as Maharajah Jayaji Rao is anxious to.se'e him. Due
to the good offices and efforts of the Mukhtar-i-Riyasat Janab
Mama Sahib, this visit has been arranged.?

15. Ibid, 26th Feb. 1851.
16, Ibid, 22nd Feb. 1851.
17. Ibid, 5th March, 185L



Career of Bishop Noronha (1752-1762)

BY
Dr. C. N. Wabp1a, Pu.D. (Bom.)

The part played by Don Antonio de Noronha, Bishop of Hali-
carnasus, in the history of Mysore, nay his career in India be-
tween February 1753 and 1762 is little known. His Portuguese
biographer frankly confesses that from ‘the letter of Viceroy
Marquis de Tavora dated February 3, 1753 to 1762 the archives
of Goa do not contain any information on Fr. Antonio”.! But
he goes on to say that “he continued to reside on the Coromandel
Coast, by an agreement with the French, the Mahrattas and the
noted ru'er of Mysore, Hyder Ali Khan.” It is the purpose of this
paper to supply the missing link. But before attempting this a
brief sketch of his career in India prior to the period under review
is necessary.

1

His Antecedents

He was born of poor parents in July 1720 at Goa. He was
soon left an orphan. He was put under the tutelage of his mater-
nal grandfather to be ordained a priest ; and so he was forced to
enter the Convent of St. Francis at Goa. Perhaps no man could
have heen more ill-fitted to be a priest than he. He was an in-
disciplined boy and not a very edifying seminarist. Yet he was
ordained a priest under the name of Fr. Antonio de la Purifica-
tion hefore the prescribed age of 16, and was soon on his way to
the Coromandel Coast as a member of the Franciscan Mission.
There politics attracted him and he soon got in the good books
of Dupleix by ¢ cooking up’ a relationship with Madame Dunleix,
who was Portuguese from her mother’s side. Hence he is called
“pfeudo-nevue’ (pretended nephew) of Madame Dupleix. In
violation of the edict he was appointed Inspector and Commis-

1. J. A. Ismae 1 Gracias: O Dispo de Halicarnasse, D. Antonio de
Noronha. French translation by D. Closet D’Errey, Dom Antonio de Noronha,
Eveque D’Halicarnasse, p. 67

J. 6
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with a view to secure his release. The reply, as terse as a tele-
gram and in keeping with the official style of the English, ran, “I
have had reason to arrest him. I have asked my superiors in
Furope to set him at liberty.™ The action of Boscawen was
objected to by the authorities at Goa on grounds of international
law. Ultimately he was released on the application of the Portu-
suese minister.  From London Noronha went to Paris, where
hofore the French King Louis XV he made tall claims of the ser-
vices rendered by him to the French. The King rewarded him
hy appointing him Chevalier de St. Lazare and Mont Carmel. On
the recommendations of the French king, he was appointed Bishop
of Halicarnassus ‘in partibus infidelium’” (in non-Roman Catholic
countries). The despatch of the bull to him was objected to, but
hefore the question could be settled Noronha embarked for Pondi-
cherry, where his services were required in the cause of the Most
Christian Majesty. He was back to the scene of most of his
former exploits, in August 1752. Ultimately we are told his
appointment was not confirmed, chiefly due to the opposition of
the Jesuits. Noronha, however, continued to make full use of

the honour.

I

Noronha continued to recide at Pondicherry for a number of
years following his return. He was in Pondicherry when Duval
de Leyrit arrived as the successor of M. Godeheu in the early part
of 1755. Later in the year he turned a negotiator, first going to
Balaji Rao on behalf of the Viceroy of Goa and then to Mouza-
ferkhan, a noted Partisan, to treat of some affairs of the State,
allegedly under instructions of M. Bussy, then in charge of the
French affairs in Hyderabad, though the allegation was an ‘in-
cxplicable riddle ” to the latter. On the 9th November, 1755 Bussy
informed De Leyrit that Noronha was following Mouzaferkhan
and ravaging the countries of Vizapour, half of which he gave to

the Foujdar of Sanur Bancapour.

Noronha and Morari Rao

But soon we find Noronha being mentioned in connection
with Bussy’s negotiations with the Maratha Chief of Gooti, Morari
Rao Ghorpade. Morari Rao had occupied the state of Gooti and

3. Closet D'Errey, p. 36.
4. Bussy to De Leyrit, dated Nov. 9, 1755.
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held it against the wishes of his superior, the Peshwa, relying
upon the protection of Salabut Jung. In 1756 Sulabut Junu‘;md
the Peshwa heing on good terms, they agreed to wit,h(h'u;x" the
support which each gave (o the dependents of (e other, The
combined armies marched to reduce Savanur, M('mu-i Rao, as
adept in statecrafl as in warfare, decided o help Savanur ‘;m(l
tf'xereby defend his own possessions behind the walls of the chiel
;1‘ty of his Mah()mod.an ally.  But despairing of t.hc; odds against
hiz l};e :lzi,l;:] negouiltif)‘ns v‘vi.th ?Lixsy. II(.! uised a bond given (o
N ench for his services before Trichinopoly, which how-

?Vﬁ\rl 'tho policy of Godeheu had deprived them of t’he power of
the cayof B o o s vkl were alrady
. ¢ were  progressing satisfac-
torily, when Noronha appeared on the scene. Noronha gave
Morari Rao to understand that his relations with Dupleix en'{}jl(‘({
him to do anything at Pondicherry. Morari Rao, who was inc‘]int‘(j
to give up the bond if districts of Gooti could he obtained for llil;’]
wrote to his vakils, promising a definite reply after he had spnken‘
to Dilawer Jung. But how did Noronha come to he known as
Dilawer Jung. He himse!f explained it in a request to the kingi
He said that he had been charged with a mission from the Por-
tuguese Government to the chiefl of the Mahrattas, a task he
fulfilled at his expense, and that the Grand Mogol (the Nizam)
as a reward for his good offices conferred on him the title o

; ¢ of
Nawab Xamadar Bahadpr Dilavar-Genga ' 5

' Bussy foreseeing that Noronha’s inexperience and boasts might
hinder his negotiations with Morar; Rao, wrote to de Leyrit
r.equesting him to recall Noronha to Pondicherry. The neg(;tia-
tlons were, however, concluded, whereby Bussy received bnc‘k the
bond and the Mahrattas the district, and these subsequently led
to Bussy’s dismissal by Salabut Jung. At the same time Noronha
boasted of his great influence with the French and the Portuguese,
afld proposed to Shah Nawah Khan, the Nizam’s minister to‘brinq
him several thousand Portuguese, with whose help he l;nd(‘l't()()i(
to destroy Balaji Rao, but he asked for an advance of a lakh and
a half of rupees. Mouzaferkhan, whom Dupleix considered to be
the most noted intriguer of his times, supported Noronha in4 his
loud pretensions.5 Though Noronha’s dealings with Morari Rao
and other Indian Potentates, seem to have -surprised Bussy, to

5. Bussy to De Leyrit, dated Dec. 5, 1755,
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de Leyrit, they were ‘ affaire ordinaire’. But what surprised him
was that Morari Rao astute statesman that he was, had allowed
himself to be taken in by this adventurer. Noronha was known
to have only one aim and that was to take out as much money as
possible from the Moors or from the Mahrattas.

In February 17536 Noronha went to Goa to obtain for Morari
Rao the services of one thousand Portuguese trocps. They were
to ke paid for immediately on their arrival. His failure showed
him in his true colours. The Viceroy of Goa had not the thou-
sands of Portfuguese {roops to lend out to Noronha. Though known
to the Viceroy, Noronha was not the accredited agent of the Por-
tuguese, with authority to make large promises. In April,
Noronha returned empty-handed, and he was confined to the
citadel of Baneapur. Ee obtained his release but unable to deliver
the goods he embarked for Pondicherry. On his way back he met
Bussy, who forgeiful of the past, wrote to De Leyrit, to obtain
some relief for the Bishop from his creditors, by having their pro-
ceedings against him stayed. At first he had requested Bussy to
write fo De Leyrit for his house at Oulgaret to be restored to
him, but on sccond thought, he preferved not to risk going there.
To keep himself at a safe distance from his creditors he took up
his residence at Alumparava. Here he lived until Lally found a
new field for his activity—that of a diplomat in 1760.

Lally found himself in a tight corner-towards the end of 1759,
and despairing of receiving any help from Bazalut Jung of Adoni,
he turned for help to Morari Rao. On whom could his eyes turn
to play the role of a negotiator, but on our Bishop in partibus
infidelium’. As a result of Noronha’s diplomacy, a body of three
thousand Mahratta horse joined Lally in January 1760. But on
Coote’s defeat of Lally at Wandewash on January 22nd, and his
conquest of Chitpet, a week later, and of Arcot on the 10th Febru-
ary, this body left the French general. Now Lally decided to
follow the methods of Dupleix for the last time. He now turned
for help to the newly formed power of Hyder Ali in Mysore.

The negotiations were opened by Noronha, whom Wilks calls
*a church militant prelate of doubtful history’® Noronha himself

6. History of Mysore 1. 460. Ram Chander Rao tells us ‘But in the year
Pramadi (1758) the English attacked Pondicherry (Phoolcheri). Then the
French set a trusty officer of theirs, who came to Patam and paid his respects
to Hyder and to the Kartar and requested that they would aid the French
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has left us an accounti of his negotiations with Hyder Ali? He
sent a Portuguese Captain of the infantry in the service of the
French Captain Jos¢é Pedro Robeiro to Hyder to ask for the help
of 5000 men—infantry, cavalry and artillery. Hyder, thereupon
sent Mughdum Saheb with 2000 horses and 3000 foot® in return
for a present of 12 pieces of artillery, the cession of the fort of
Thiagar and Elevanasur, which the Freneh ztill oceupied ; 2 Jakhs
of rupees to be paid two months after the troops joined the French,
and assistance in conquering Madura, Tinnevelly and Trichino-
poly on the termination of the hostilities with the English. When
this belp reached Thiagar, Noronha tells us, he leff Pondicherry
accompanied by 25 dragoons on horseback, while Captain Ogle
(Hugel) crossing the English troops at the third watch of the
night, reached Thiagar and gave them as hostages as agreed to
by José Pedro Roheiro, to Hyder Ali. Then with 5000 men and
the garrison of the Thiagar fort which consisted of 100 men, Mugh-
dum Saheb crossed the river Trivedi and there meeting with a
part of the English army commanded by Mezermors (Major
Moore) forced him to retreat after having been completely
defeated. The engagement took place on 17th July 1761, This
enabled Don Antonio Noronha to continue his march, bringing
help and he was successful in entering the city of Pondicherry-
Within five months that these troops were in alliance with the
French, Hyder came to grief. He was forced to recall Mughdum
Saheb to help him recover his position at Seringapatam. The latter
rejoined his master at Bangalore in October 1760.

Noronha and Beenee Visaji Pandit

In December 1760 two astute negotiators — Noronha and
Beenee Visaji Pandit-—were pitted against each other. Of
Noronha as a negotiator we know. As for the Maharatta, it must
be admitted that about this time he proves himself to be an arch-

with troops and he added many promises. Hyder agreed and sent his brother-
in-law Mukhdum Saheb and his minister with the messenger, giving him
3000 horse, 6000 foot and 10 cannonsg, gending them by the Baramahai Road
éh:e)zmoirs of Hyder and Tippoo—Rulers of Seringapatam. Tr. by Brown, PP’
9. P. Pissurlencar, Antigualhas, p. 148.
8 The number of troops that Mughdum Saheb carried with him 8r€
variously given, Wilks and H. Rao mention 2000 horse and 5000 foot. Malleson

says 10000 of which half were horse. Ananda Ranga Pilai and Dodwell give
the number as stated above.
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negotiator. In August 1760, he agreed to despatch 6,000 of his
20,000 horses under the command of Gopal Hari to the help of
Khande Rao against Hyder Ali. In return two years tribute and
three lakhs of rupees were to be paid to the Maratha, who was
also to receive back the posts taken by the Mysore Raja. Noronha
mentions that the total sum paid to Visaji Pandit was 25 lakhs,
of which 20 lakhs were paid down. On the 16th August Mughdum
Saheb received orders from Hyder Ali to march back to Banga-
lore. Noronha, foreseeing the dangers to France if Mughdum
Saheb left Thiagar abruptly, arranged with him to hand it over
to the French? Summoned from Gingee, the French left 200
European foot and 5 companies of sepoys to garrison the fort,
after taking possession of it on the 13th Sept. About the end of
September Mughdum Saheb crossed the Changama Pass. Khande
Rao aiming at the destruction of this force, sent Gopalhari with
6,000 Mahratta horses, reinforced by his own troops to oppose him.
Beenee Visaji Pandit sent a further 4000 horses to his help.
Mughdum Saheb had a very hard time and was at last blockaded
at Anchittydroog. From there he informed Hyder Ali that he
was in a critical position and that he could not march to his
assistance unless reinforced. Hyder detached 4000 men with
5 guns under Faizulla Khan to his relief. The latter reached
Anicul, but failed to relieve Mughdum Saheb’s plight. At this
juncture, when Hyder’s good fortunes seemed to have deserted
him Hyder heard to his great delight and astonishment that for a
payment of just five lakhs of rupees, the balance due from Khande
Rao, and the cession of the Baramahals, Visaji Pandit was willing
to withdraw his troops towards Poona. Hyder clutched at the
opportunity and thus effectively crippled his enemy. Mughdoom
Saheb was enabled to rejoin his brother-in-law, who soon retrieved
his lost fortune and much more. The moderation displayed by
the Maharatha general is partly explained by his negotiations with
Noronha.

In December 1760 Coote was besieging Pondichery. Lally-
Tollendal, the French Governor and his council, despairing of
receiving any further help from Hyder Ali, started negotiations
with Visaji Pandit, and deputed the Bishop of Halicarnassus to go

9. M. M. D. L. T represents Mugdum Saheb to have been guided by
motives of justice. He says: ‘Mughdoom, on his return, passing by Thiagar,
withdrew his garrison and the French replaced some sepoys in the same;
Mughdoom saying, with a generous spirit of integrity, that as the place was
to have been the reward for delivering Pondocheru, justice required him to
restore it, since he had failed in the attempt.”
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and arrange terms with him, though Noronha would have us
believe that the Mahratha ‘ before he agreed to help wanted to
consult Don Antonio Jose Noronha personally’. It was at great
hazards that he succeeded in reaching his destination. Pondichery
was besieged on land by Coote’s army and on the sea by 7 warships
and 12 other patrol vessels. Don Antonio was smuggled out on a
small ship with 130 soldiers. He carried an order from Mons.
Eixer, the French Resident at Tranquebar, to supply with all the
§oldiers and naval officers available. The ship eluded the blockad-
ing fleet at the third watch of the night and reached Tranquebar.
But disappointment awaited him. Fearing the wrath of the
English, he was not allowed to land. But in the end he managed
to land and joined the soldiers and naval men kept ready at an
appointed place. But before he could meet Visaji Pandit, he had
to traverse land belonging to the English and their allies. Some
posts he took by force, others he passed by deceiving the English
by posing as the leader of an English detachment. This was not
difficult, for he and several of his men knew English. But at last
on reaching Atoor he was attacked by the English cavalry. He
managed to defend himself and took shelter in the neighbouring
jungle. He proceeded to Tripatore where in the first week of
December, he was joined by the French cavalry. This body of
200 under Major Alain, one of the officers of Lally’s regiments, was
in the Thiagar fort, when it was restored to the French. On the
3rd December, they pushed out of the pettah and went to the west
of Trinomali, intending to stay there until the success of Noronha's
negotiations with Visaji enabled them to march to Pondichery in
company of the Mahrathas. Here they were joined by 100 European
infantry under Hugel, whom to alleviate the consumption of food,
Lally had sent out of Pondichery by boat. Noronha was at the
head of this body of 200 European Cavalry and 100 European
.infantry when he reached the camp of Visaji at Kadampattam, This
is m'istaken for an escort hy Stewart, for he says ‘A short time
previous to this surrender of Pondichery to the British arms,
M. .Lally had deputed a priest, generally called the Bishop of
Halicarnassus to Vizvazy Pant, the Mahratta general, then in the
Carnatic, to solicit his assistance and in order to give dignity to the

embassy, he sent with it an escort of 300 Europeans under the
command of M. Allen 7 10

10. Stewart: Memoris of Hyder Aly Khan and his son Tippoo Sultan,

p d a Descrlptl e Catalogue f h
reﬁxe to Vi of the Ol ent. l
. 1enta. lerary Of the late Iipp‘
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Noronha’s Failure

Noronha’s mission was about to succeed, when events took a
sudden turn for the worse. Visaji Pandit had agreed to help the
French provided Gingee was ceded to him and five lakhs of rupees
were paid when the Mahrathas were in sight of Pondichery. Alain
and Hugel had agreed to the cession of Thiagar also. Noronha
was agreeable. On the last day of the year 1760, intelligence was
received and credited by the English that the Mahrathas with Major
Alain’s horse were already on their way to Pondichery., Mahomed
Ali of the Carnatic saw in the success of the Bishop’s embassy, an
insurmountable obstacle to the success of the English besieging
Pondichery. His vakils were soon in the camp of Visaji Pandit
and they began their offer where the Bishop had ended his; and
in the end the Nawab’s agents promised 20 lakhs, half of the sum
to be paid in 20, days and the rest within 9 months. For once
Noronha’s casuitry failed. He was told by the Mahratha general
not to expect any help from him. Noronha himself relates, ‘ But
this Mahratha had not the least intention to help the French and
wanted by the coming of the envoy to take advantage of the situa-
tion to take more money from the English envoy, who was in this
state to prevent any help which the Mahrathas might give to the
Pondichery fort. Don Antonio, who understood this cunning design
did not like to waste more time there and took his leave on the
pretence that he had not the permission to remain more than four
days, with the result that the Mahratha chief had to satisfy him-
se'f with the money that he had received from the English and the
English envoy, seeing that Don Antonio had already left, began to
entertain the Mahratha chief with his own politics’1! Thus Visaji
Pandit’s retreat from the Carnatic was already bought for 20 lakhs
by the allies of the English; the five lakhs from Hyder were an
addition to his booty, without imposing any additional obligations
on him.

I
Noronha Invited to Mysore

Noronha continued his quest for help from other rulers, and
decided to obtain it from Morari Rao, who had already helped the
French once. But as these troops were the followers of Visaji

11. Pissurlencar: op. cit. p. 149,
J. 7
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Pandit he could not obtain it, But Dame Fortune smiled on him
as soon as he reached Vencatagherry. Khande Rao invited him to
join the Raja of Mysore against Hyder Ali; Hyder Ali also invited
him. Hyder reiterated the help he had given to the French in the
past and the fact of his having given Thiagar, which he had
conquered back to the French. He attributed his plight to the
fact that his strength had been reduced by Mughdoom Saheb’s
departure to help the French, and this had encouraged his enemies
in their fight against him. He now asked that the French should
help him in return, now that he was in distress. In addition he
promised to help the French once more if his fortunes improved.
In view of this it was quite natural that Noronha should have
chosen to help Hyder Ali. But now the fall of Pondichery was
imminent. The Bishop was encouraged to go to the Mysore coun-
try, for otherwise he ran the risk of being captured by the English.
So he headed the 200 French cavalry under Alain and the 100
French infantry under Hugel towards Bangalore, and on hearing
of the actual fall of the French capital on 16th January 1761,
had joined Hyder at Tyoor.

Arrival in Hyder’s camp

Peixoto thus describes the arrival of Noronha and party in
Hyder’s camp: “then Hyder encamped in the fort of Taiur, where
he remained for some days, and during our stay there arrived the
Bishop Fres. Antonio de Noronha, with a party of French horse
and Foot all Europeans about 100 in number with a Lt, Colonel by
name Mons. Alens, one Captain of Horse Monsieur Higel and some
more officers of Horse and Foot, all these came under the direction
of the said Bishop, whom Hyder Ally received with great honour
and satisfaction, and allways have him the right hand until the time
that T will relate at its place. Hyder Aly was very much contented
with this succour, tho' they did not come properly to succour him,
but as they were shutt out of Pondicheri by the circle of the
English camp and could not enter it, therefore, they came to the
camp of Hyder Ally as a friend and ally of their nation, as he had
already shown at the siege of Pondicheri which he succoured, with-
out the view of any interest with 8000 horse and foot and with
them caused the English great destruction, took from them the
Fort of Trivety and would have delivered Pondicheri if it had not
been for his success at Siringapatam, which not only disabled him
from sending more succours but also obliged him to order his
brother-in-law to retire, who had gone to succour the place, We
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marched from the fort of Taiur to that of Ardenaly, the place
where all the French officers with their men joined for in Taiur
only the Bishop arrived, he having been some days’ march ahead
of them ”.12

Since the arrival of Noronha, Alain and Hugel in the camp of
Hyder Ali followed in the wake of Mughdoom Saheb’s return from
Pondichery, the former are supposed to have come with the latter.
M.M.D,, L.T, tells us, “He returned to Hyder bringing with him
all the French cavalry under the Sieurs Alain and Hughel and
such workmen as were at Pondichery ; a precious acquisition,
which has highly contributed to the success of Hyder, by furnish-
ing him with skilfull armourers, carpenters and other workmen
from the arsenal of Pondichery, collected with such expense and
trouble by the French .13

The Portuguese account of Noronha's coming to Mysore is
slightly different. It runs:—“As Aider Naique entertained the
design of persecuting his sovereign he easily secured to his side
a detachment of the French troops commanded by M. Alens, which
probably accompanied the Bishop of Alicarnasse, who had gone up
(the mountains) to conduct some negotiations with the neighbour-
ing princes, as they had no where to go when they learnt of the
loss of Pondichery .14

Noronha at Chickbalq’pur

While Hyder Ali was at Hardanhally he held several councils
to decide on the best way of destroying Khande Rao’s army, and
he always took advice of Noronha, One day Noronha proposed ta
Hyder that given a few men to reconduct the artillery and some to
reinforce his small number, he would go and take Khande Rao’s
artillery. He pledged his own life and those of his men for the
success of it. But Hyder’s thoughts were running in another
direction, He did not want to risk any lives, when he could be

12. Peixoto, Capt. Eloy Jose Correa: Memoirs of Hyder Ally from the
year 1758 to 1770, p. 18. .

13. History of Hyder Shah alias Hyder Ali Khan Bahadur and of his
son Tippoo Sultan, p. 42 M. M. D. L. T. is Mons. Maistre De La Tour, who
was a cavalry commander under Hyder.

14, P. Pissurlencar: Antigullhas, p. 141. Sen: Earlier Career of Kanhoji
Angria and other Papers, pp. 82-3. I am indebted to a portuguese knowing
friend of mine for translating all the Portuguese documents quoted in this

papet,
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master of Khande Rao’s {orces by other mecans. He deceived

Khande Rao by spreading a rumour that he was marching against

the small force under Ramarao at Irur. Khande Rao went to

Mysore, while Hyder accompanied by Noronha and Hugel with 70

of his Hussars and some of his own horse went to Nanda Raj at
Cunoor, leaving the camp at Hardanhally under Faizulla Khan

and Mughdoom Saheb. He persuaded Nanda Raj to accept his
penitence and apology and to accompany him against Khande Rao.
The combined armies marched against Seringapatam and Hyder
entered it after Khande Rao had been frightened into a flight.
After he had settled affairs in the capital, he reduced Hoskote
and Sera and then marched against Chickhalapur, lured by the
great name that he would obtain by conquering it. He ordered
trenches to be opened and batteries to be made; and when the
guns were mounted he decided to advance, supported by the firing
of the guns. Noronha advised him to wait till breaches had been
made in the fort, for the citadel was very defensive and the soldiers
defending it very brave. Hyder ‘did not doubt of this being a
good counsel, and that he might not disoblige the Bishop nor
deviate from his own opinion, he ordered one breach to be made,
but before it was perfect, he ordered an assault, and after our
people had mounted they were repulsed again and lost some men.
When the Bishops saw these disorders, he said to the Naboh, “it
is necessary to keep possession of the breach. I am going there,
you send me some troops ”, and departed instantly with two of his
servants, and in mounting one of his servants was shott with the
cannon ball, but he kept the breach till troops arrived which the
Nabob immediately brought himself and mounted also. The Bishop
then wanted to remain there hut the Nabob did not consent to this
and both retired to our trenches” 15 Hyder continued sending
reinforcements into the breaches and after 11 days the citadel was
gained. Inspite of vigorous approaches, the prize was still far
from being won, for the Raja and those inside took care to see that
‘all his works and approaches that he made against the fort serve
for nothing’. Nothing intimidated the Raja and Hyder decided to
use mines. “ All the necessaries belonging to the mines the Bishop
provided, he also ordered how they were to be made and the
people that were to work them, in such a manner that they were
soon finished ”. Hyder’s final warning to the Raja to yield having
been disregarded, the mines were set fire to, Of the 13 two failed

15. Peixoto: op. cit., p. 28.
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to fire and 6 made no breaches, for the defenders had dug wells
behind the bastions. Three made large breaches. But still regard-
less of risks the men made desperate resistance, and Hyder came
to terms with the Raja. He went to Deohally and later taking
advantage of the Raja’s absence came and captured Chickbalapur.

Then he captured Coodiconda and Penukonda and then ad-
vanced on Madaksira. The fort was very strong and well garri-
soned. A breach was practicable in four days. Hyder ordered an
assault on the third day. Hyder and Noronha were assisting in
the assault. But for their presence the besieging soldiers would
have turned back. At last the citadel was reached and the garri-
son retired into the fort below. The Nawab chose to enter the
citadal through the gate and while he waited outside for the gate
to be cleared of the rubbish, a terrible slaughter took place. Hyder
and Noronha were besprinkled with blood all over. After a hard
fight, the fort was captured also. The death of two of his Portu-
guese officers Jose Reiz and Bento de Campos, grieved Hyder very
much. But a further shock was still in store for him. While at
Madaksira Hyder and Noronha fell off with each other and Hyder
had the misfortune to see Noronha leave his services.

Noronha Leaves Hyder

Noronha himself in his account of the Career of Hyder Ali thus
explains why he left Hyder. “ After this (capture of Madaksira),
he left his associations with Hyder againkt the latter’s wishes, as
he could no longer tolerate his insolence and witness his tyranny.
He had also learnt of the wars between Portugal and France, and
knew also the intentions of Hyder, who was attempting to the
capture of Bedrul (Bednur), state of Canara, which would have
been very harmful to the Portuguese state. D. Antonio did not
like any longer to be witness of the insolence of Hyder as he had
to accompany him to all the expeditions, attacks and sieges. Be-
sides he had now found a better opportunity in Goa to serve his
nation, and sacrifice his services, while for all these years he had
served foreigners and offered to work for them”. But Peixoto
has left us the following interesting account of the incident at
Madaksira which precipitated Noronha’s departure.

“During the time that the Nabob remained at Marke Sira,
after it had surrendered ”, he wrote in his memoirs of Hyder,
“he (Hyder) gave everybody audience in his palace, according to
custom, where the Bishop for the most part assisted and who
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seated himself equally with the Nabob, he being the only person
who had that distinction. When the Bishop wanted to go and
speak to the Nahob, he used to send a servant called a Chubdar
(who carried a silver rod in his hand as an ensign that he belongs
to a person of authority and no person however rich, can have
this Distinction, except given by the Nabob himself), who deliver-
ed the message the Bishop had sent, which was one day to kn.ow
if the Nabob would go out, and if not he would come to see him,
which message the Nabob received and sent word that he was not
going out. At the customary howr the Bishop went and on enter-
ing where the Nabob was, and a Jentoo Padre, a principal person
of the Kingdom of Patana, seated in the Bishop’s place, and as the
Nabob allways rose from his seat when the Bishop entered, the
Padre also got up, but the Bishop went straight on, without taking
notice of him, and seated himself at his proper place, by which
the Padre was obliged to get himself down at another place which
put the Nabob all on fire, and tho’ he strove and used all his art
to hide it, the Bishop soon perceived the same. It being a custom
in those places to sit upon the ground for which reason the floor
is always covered with precious carpets, and to sit in any other
manner than cross-legged is reckoned very indecent, of which
custom the Nabob and the Bishop had sometimes discoursed, and
the Bishop had told him, how troublesome it was to Europeans
to sit in that manner, and the Nabob told him to sit as he liked
best, as he wanted him always to be unmolested, and that it was
not just that he could be mortified while he was with him. Where-
fore the Bishop extended his legs very often withoul ceremony
when he found himself tired of sitting cross-legged. That same
day the Bishop happened to extend one leg when the master of
the ceremonies came immediately close to his feet and told him
he had a leg extended to which the Bishop answered with stern
voice, ‘it seems your brains are turned, if so, go to sleep, and
saying this he stretched out the other leg, and all those who knew
this care cannot comprehend why the Nabob was silent, and as
the Nabob entered into no conversation but seemed rather dis-
pleased the Bishop said to him, ‘I have already given instructions
to execute those orders you gave,’ to which the Nabob replied, ‘it
is well’ and was silent again. When the Bishop said, it seems
to me ‘you have no more business with me, so I may go about
my business, to which the Nabob replied ‘ then go’. On which
the Bishop got instantly up and then said, ‘as soon as I am at
home T shall send for a pass,’ and the Nabob said ‘do so’. The
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Bishop did so and sent for a pass and the Nabob gave him one
immediately.’® And so after a little more than two years and a
half Noronha prepared to leave Mysore.l” Then Hyder tried to
frighten him on his march. But the Bishop lavishly bribed the
Nabob’s own servante who took a road different from that mention-
ed in the Nabob’s orders and hence free from all dangers. Noronha’s
safe arrival in Sonda made Hyder repent for having allowed him to
go. He asked Peixoto often if the Bishop would return and when
the Portuguese expressed a doubt, he strove to please the Captain
of the Horse and other French Officers.

His Last Years

After leaving Hyder he helped in the capture of Ponda and
Zambaulin, by the Portuguese and later Count de Ega appointed
him Governor of the two places. He was removed for unbecom-
ing conduct and sent to Lisbon under an escort, He managed to
obtain an ‘acquittal’ and returned to Goa triumphant over all
his enemies. He was given Darzo and the twin lands of Sassur-
pani and Chicolpani and the entire aldee of Cundaim. But the
authorities at Goa would only give him a part of the last, and
the final decision was adverse to Noronha. He was appointed a
Brigadier, commanding the legion of volunteers and Commis-
sioner of the Province of Ponda in January 1775.

On the 7th February 1776 he came td Panjim and dined with
the Governor, Jose Pedro de Camara. He was found dead in the
carriage which carried him back to his country house ‘ Bellevue’
at Panjim.

I shall conclude this paper with an estimate of his character
by his Portuguese biographer : —

“Thus ended a life full of adventures and deceptions. When
one looks at him either as Fr. Antoine de la Purification or the
Bishop of Halicarnassus the Nawab Dilawar Jung or as Brigadier
Antoine de Noronha, one is always in the presence of a being
eaten up with insatiable ambitions. After 127 years he appears
to us as a human document, lending itself to an interesting psycho-
logical study. His life has been, in fact, a poignant drama, with

16. Peixoto: op. cit, p. 35.

17. Noronha'’s Portuguese biographer gives December 1761 or January
1762 as the date when Noronha left for Goa, but it was nearly the end of 1762,
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ups and downs. Thus ended the life of a man, who had per-
formed such diverse duties and who had some merits about him.
Intelligent but without conscience, courageous but without stead-
fastness, he had in his blood at the same time germs of heroism
which cnabled him to accomplish great things and germs of
degeneracy which led him to commit gross blunders. He evi-
dently represents a strange type of man with singular contrasts,
shaped doubtless by the infallible laws of Atavism, subjected to
the influence of his environments and twitched abhout ceaselessly
between the impetuosity of his passions and the inflexibility of
obligations which his sacramental character imposed on him,.

The Date of Pallava Paramesvara II*

BY

Sk N. LAKSHMINARAYAN Rao
Superintendent of Epigraphy, Ootacamund

It is well known that the dates of the Pallava rulers of Kafichi
can be fixed, even approximately, only with the help of synchro-
nisms of these monarchs with those of the kings of other dynasties
as no Saka dates are given in Pallava inscriptions. Almost from
the very beginning of their political career the kings of the Sirmha-
vishnu line, with whom we are concerned in this article, were
engaged in constant wars with the Chalukyas of Badami, so much
so that the Pallavas are referred to in some records of the Chalu-
kyas as their ‘natural enemies’ (prakrity-amitre). This fact is of
great advantage in working out the chronology of the Pallava
rulers of this line particularly for the reason that a large number
of the inscriptions of the contemporary Chalukya kings bear Saka
dates with corresponding regnal years.

In spite of this factor, it has not been possible to determine
with any degree of exactitude the actual periods of reign of in-
dividual kings of the line. All that is definite about their dates is
the contemporaneity of some of them with certain kings of the
Chalukya dynasty as recorded in literature or inscriptions. Simha-
vishnu, the founder of the line, is known to have been living at the
same time as Chalukya Vishnuvardhana (I) and the Ganga king
Durvinita.l Of the time of his son and successor, Mahéndra I, we
have no specific mention of any contemporary ruler. The next
king Narasitmha I is described in the Kiaram eopper plate inscrip-
tion of his grandson Paramé$vara 12 as having defeated the Chalu-
kya king Pulakésin, i.e. Pulakés$in II. As a result of this victory he

* Paper read at the Indian History Congress, Nagpur, 1950.

1. (Avantisundarikatha-Sara). Edited by S. K. Ramanatha Sastri, Dak-
shinabharatigranthamdld, No. 3 (1924), Introd. pp. 2-3, text pp. 3 ff. See also
J. O. R., Vol. I, p. 199.

2. S. L1, Vol I, p. 148, text-line 16.

3. An. Rep. on S. I. E., 1932-33, p. 55; Narasimha’s inscription at Badami,
(S. I I, Vol. XI, pt. i, p. 1) not only confirms this fact but also proves
that he was in actual occupation of this city.

J. 8
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appears to have captured Badami and become famous as Vatapi-
konda Narasithgapéttaraiyar® i.e., Narasingapottaraiyar who took

Vatapi). He is also mentioned in the inscriptions® of the Chalukya

monarch Vikramaditya I (A.D. 655-681) as the latter’s adversary.
Similarly the two kings who came after him viz,, Mahéndra II and
Parameée$vara I are known both from Chélu'i{ya and Pallava in-
scriptions® to have fought with Vikramaditya I. But we have no
such evidence establishing the contemporaneity of either Nara-
simhavarman II (Rajasimha)® or Parameés$vara IL7 the son and
grandson respectively of Paraméévara I. Recently a stone in-
scription has been found which shows that Paramésvara II was liv-
ing towards the end of the reign of the Chalukya king Vijayaditya.
The object of this paper is to ascertain with the help of this record,
as nearly as possible, the period of rule of Paramésvaravarman II
and incidentally that of his predecessor Narasimhavarman 1.8

This inscription was discovered in the village of Ulchala about
10 miles to the west of Kurnool, the headquarters of the district
of that name in the Madras State. It states that in the 35th year
of the reign of the (Chalukya) king Mahdardjadhirija-Paramésvara
Vijayaditya, Vikramaditya-Yuvardja after he returned from Kafichi
having raided that city and levied tribute from Paramé$vara-Pallava,
made a gift of (the villages) Ulchalu and Pariyalu to Durvinit-Ere-

4. Gadval plates: Ep. Ind., Vol. X, p. 103, verse 3.

5. Ibid., Karam grant, . I. I, Vol. 1, pp. 146 f.

6. It may be noted, however, that the Kéndiir and Vokkaléri plates (Ep.
Ind., Vol. IX, p. 208 and Vol. V, p. 204, text-lines, 45-46) of the Chalukya king
Kirtivarman II say that his father Vikramaiditya II ‘acquired high merit by
restoring heaps of gold to the stone temples of Rajasimhésvara and other gods
which had been caused to be built by Narasithhapotavarman’. That this
§tatement of the Chalukya plates is no mere boast is proved by the existence
in this very temple of an inscription of Vikramaditya (II) himself recording
the very same gift. This Narasirmhapbtavarman has been rightly considered
to be Narasimha II. This is the only mention of this Pallava king in a Chaluk-
ya record though it is not a contemporary document.

7. Venkayya and other scholars are of the opinion that Mahéndra IIi,
another son of Narasirhhavarman did not probably rule at all. He is known
only from a single inscription in the Kailasanatha temple at Kanchipuram
which describes him as the son of king Rajasimha (i.e., Narasitnha II) and the
grandson of Lokaditya (i.e.,, Paramésvara I) and records the fact of his having
built the shrine of Mahéndresvara,

8. As already pointed out (fn.7, above), Mahéndravarman III the brother
of Paramésvara does not appear to have ascended the' throne. It is not even
known whether he was the elder or the younger of the two brothers. Mr.
Venkatasubba Aiyar, however, regards him as the predecessor of Paramés-
varavarman II,
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" yappér of the Konguni (family). The latter finding that the villages

were not in a flourishing condition granted certain concessions to
the inhabitants of the places. Ulchalu, one of the gift villages is of-
course Ulchala the find-spot of the inscription and Pariyalu is the
modern Parla a fewamiles south of Ulchala both situated not far
from the southern bank of the river Tungabhadra® The
wording of the epigraph would indicate that the historical events
recorded therein, namely, prince Vikramaditya’s invasion of Kafi-
chi and the collection of tribute from Paramésvara were of recent
occurrence on the date of the inscription, i.e., the 35th year of the
reign of Vijayaditya. On the basis of the Aihole inscription of this
king, Fleet has fixed the date of the commencement of his reign
as falling in the month of Sravana (August-September) of A.D,
696.10 Accordingly, his 35th regnal year should have begun about
August-September A.D. 730. Allowing about a year or so for the
Chalukya prince’s march on Kafichi and the subjugation of the
Pallava ruler from whom he levied tribute, the Chélukya invasion
of Kafichi may be placed about A.D. 729-30. It has to be observed
here that a copper-plate * inscription of Vijayaditya dated in the
36th year of his reign!! does not, however, mention this expedition
to Kafichi undertaken by his son Vikramaditya. For the following
reasons the absence of any mentjon of this event in this record
need not be regarded as incompatible with the information found
in the Ulchala inscription. The Ulchala inscription which is dated
in the 35th regnal year of the king is set up in the village which
was the object of the grant. And it is cfearly stated therein that
the gift was made after the return of Yuvardja Vikramaditya from
Kafichi. A glance at the map would show that this place lies on
the way from Kafichi to Badami, the capital of the Chalukyas.
It is thus evident that Vikramaditya made the gift while still on
his way home, before reaching the capital. Apparently the inter-
val between the time of the Ulchala inscription and that of the
copper plate under reference was too short for this exploit to be
incorporated in the approved official draft of the preamble of

9. A village named Pariyala is mentioned as one of the battle-fields
where Narasimha I defeated Pulak&sin 1T (Ktram plates of Paramésvara I,
S.1. I, Vol. I, p, 148, text-line 16). Various identifications have been suggested
for this place. (Journal of Indian History, Vol. XV, p. 40; Proceedings etc.
of the Seventh Oriental Conference, Baroda, p. 623, n.). It it not certain
whether this Pariyal_a' is the same as the Pariyalu of the Ulchala record,
though their identity is not improbable.

10. Bom. Gaz., Vol. I, part ii, p. 370, n. 5.

11. Ep. Ind., Vol. XXV, p. 21,

B
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Vijayaditya’s grants recounting his achievements.!z [y may be
added that no inscription of Vijayaditya before his 35th regnal
year mentions any victory over the Pallavas during h
this would support the conclusion that prince Vikra
vasion of Kafichi was an event which occuried eith
35th regnal year of his father or immediately before that year.
The Paramésvara of the Pallava dynasty who was ruling on this
date could be no other than Paraméagvara II. The Narwan plateg!d
of this very Vikramaditya II which are dated in the 8th year of
his reign (i.e., AD. 741 or 742) state that he defeated a Pallava
king but his name is given as Nandipétavarman (i.e., Nandivarman
Pallavamalla). As the Pallava defeat mentioned in the Ulchala
epigraph should have taken place before the date of the Narwan
plates, the Paramé$vara from whom Yuvardja-Vikramaditya II
levied tribute in 729-30 must be Paramésvara II, the predecessor
of Pallavamalla. It is thus clear that Paramé$varavarman was
the ruler of Kafichi in 729-30.15

is reign and
maditya’s in-
er during the

There is only one dated record, assigned to this king, in the
Virattanesvara temple at Tiruvadi in the South Arcot District.16
Scholars are agreed that his reign was short and uneventful. And

12, It is a matter of common knowledge that copper-plate documents

were based on such drafts to which additions were made as and when neces-
sary. -

13. Ep. Ind,, Vol, XXVII, p. 125 ff.

14. From one of the Pattadakal inscriptions of the time of Vikramaditya
II (Ind. Ant., Vol. X, p. 164) we learn that Vikramaditya II conquered Kanchi
thrice. Though it was known from the Kéndar and Vokkaléri plates of
Kirttivarman II and more recently from the Narwan plates of Vikramaditya
II himself that there were two campaigns on Kifichi during his reign, one
led by himself and the other by his son Kirttivarman, as Yuvardja, there was
no information about still another invasion until the discovery of the Ulchala
inseription which tells us in unequivocal language that even while he was
Yuvardja Vikramaditya II raided Kafichi. The three campaigns recorded in
the Pattadakal inscription are thus accounted for and they tock place in the
following order: the first in 729-30 as shown above, the second some time
before 741-42, the date of the Narwan plates, and the third between this latter
date and the end of Vikramaditya’s reign i.e,, 746-47; the last one was led by
prince Kirttivarman after obtaining the orders of his father.

15. Though Pallavamalla was called Paramésvara before his coronation,
he was crowned king under the name of Nandivarman. The Vaikuntha-
perumal temple inscription (M.A.S.I. No. 63, p. 54) is definite on this point.

And it is this name Nandivarman Pallavamalla that is found in his inscrip-
tions.

16. S.LI, Vol. VIII, No. 331.
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the well-known Vaikunthaperumal temple inscription!? at Kafichi
states explicity that since after his death the country had no ruler,
Nandivarman Pallavamalla of a collateral line was chosen by the
people to succeed Paramésvara. The third regnal year of Para-
méévara may therefore be regarded as the last year of his sove-
reignty, The three years of his rule may consequently be taken
to have started one year prior to the date of Vikramaditya’s first
invasion of Kafichi and to have continued for one year after the
invasion. As the date of this campaign has been shown to be A.D.
729-30, Paraméévara may be considered to have ruled from Circa
A.D. 728-29 to 730-31. Having fixed the period of the reign of Para-
mésvara we may try to find out the date of his predecessor Nara-
simhavarman II, who, as noted above, is not referred to in any
contemporary document other than his own inscriptions which,
as usual, do not contain a date in any known era. It is needless
to say that A.D. 728-29 which was the first year of the reign of
Parameéévara was also the last year of the reign of Narasirmha II.
From the Gadval plates of Chalukya Vikramaditya 1,8 it is known
that Paramésvara I was this Chalukya ruler’s contemporary in
A.D. 674. Consequently the interval between A.D. 674 and 728-29,
i.e., about 55 years, must have covered a part of Paramésvara’s
reign and the whole of the reign of Narasimha IL Since V.ikramé-
ditya I (A.D. 655 to 681) claims victory over three successive Pal-
lava kings, namely, Narasithha I, Mahéndra II and Isvara (Para-
méévara I), the last of them could not have come to the throne
long before A.D. 674, the date of the Gadvil plates. Obviously
then, this period of 55 years was made up of a major portion of
the reign of Paraméévara I and the entire reign of Narasirhha. IL
Assuming that Paramésvara’s reign started about 670, the period
of 59 or 60 years between this date and 728-29 may be apportioned
almost equally to the two rulers. Thus we may not be wrong if
we place the initial year of the reign of Narasimhavarman ]EI i.n AD.
700 ; that is to say, he ruled from Cir. 700 to 728-29.1% 1t is mdee.d
remarkable that this date arrived at on inscriptional evidence is ,
corroborated by the notices of certain Chinese embassies of the

17. Ep. Ind., Vol. XVIII, p. 117; M.A.S.1., No. 63, p. 54.

18. Ibid., Vol. X, p. 103, verse 6. ) o

19. The only dated record of this king is a copper-plate n}scrlptufn
which came to light about five years ago. It is the Réyﬁl‘lll grant 1ssufd in
the 12th year of his reign published in the Journal of the Sri Venkaﬂesvwra_.
Oriental Institute, Vol. VIII (Telugu section, pp. 82 fi.), by the late Veturi

Prabhakara Sastri.



292 JOURNAL OF INDIAN HISTORY

8th century. According to them, in A.D. 720 the Pallava king
Narasimha or Narasimhapotavarman II sent an ambassador to
the Chinese emperor who in turn sent an ambassador to the Pallava
court in the same year.?

Now that A.D. 728-29 to 730-31 has been arrived at as the date
of Paraméévara II the dates of Nandivarman Pallavamalla and his
successors until the final overthrow of this dynasty by the Chéla
king Aditya I will have to be reconsidered. This and allied chrono-
logical problems will be discussed in my forthcoming paper on the
Ulchala inscription in the Epigraphia Indica.

116-117.

20. K. A. Nilakanta Sastri, Foreign Notices of South India, pp. 16 and

History of Chamba State in the Later
. -Middle Ages

(ca. A.D. 1190 to 1623/41)
By

H. GoEerz, Baropa

Introductory Remarks: Until its recent absorption into Himéchal
Pradesh, Chamba has been one of the major states in the Panjab
Himalaya. Its influence has varied widely, as it depended very
much on the general political constellation of the times. For be-
cause of its situation in the upper Ravi and Chandrabhaga (Chenab)

Valleys, behind the snow-clad wall of the Dhaula Dhar Range,.

Chamba was both protected from invasions from the plains, and
also debarred from the trends of cultural progress coming via the
same routes. Thus, whenever the exterior hill states flourished,
it became backward and insignificant. And this happened when
those latter had become the peaceful vassals of a great power
dominating the Panjab, or when conditions in the plains had be-
come so chaotic that even the kingdoms of the exterior valleys
were left alone, i.e., when the great powgrs fought over the pos-
session of the Panjab, and when international trade was forced to
find a safe alternative route through the Himalayan Valleys. But
whenever the states of the outer hills stood exposed to the pres-
sure of a conqueror from the plains, Chamba could extend its in-
fluence over a considerable area, thus rising to a dominant position
at least twice, in the 11th—12th and in the 18th century A.D.

Seen in the general context of Indian history, even those
periods of local supremacy have not been very important. And yet
they are of the greatest interest to the modern historian. For just
because Chamba had been so well protected, and just because the
state and its civilization had been so conservative, the records of
the past have been preserved in a completeness hardly existing
anywhere else. And because of the same circumstances this his-
tory had been comparatively simple so that its reconstruction from
those records—neither very comprehensive from the point of view
of our modern age of paper—is not too difficult. In consequence,
we are able to follow the development of Chambé state through
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centuries which in most parts of India form a “dark age”. Under
these circumstances this history is not of local interest only. For
we may interpret it as a sample and indicium of what then had
been going on also in other parts of India for which the documen-
tation is lost or at least very fragmentary.

It is true, Chamba has not completely escaped war and in-
vasion. But as most of these invasions came from neighbour states
of similar cultural background, the damage seldom was serious and
beyond the possibility of repair. Thus already towards the end
of the 16th century a Vamsavali could be reconstructed by Rama-
pati and Lakshmikanta, the rajgurus and ministers of king Bala-
bhadravarman, which is exceptionally rich in information. And
this Vamsavali can again be checked up with the help of a con-
siderable number of copperplate grants, stone inscriptions and
archaeological monuments. On these Prof. J. Ph. Vogel and
J. Hutchison have based their history of Chamba State.! But only
the inscriptions of pre-Muslim times were systematically edited®
whereas those of the subsequent period could be consulted only
cursorily. Some references to them, however, can be found in the
same publications and short summaries, also of the paper docu-
ments (since the 17th century A.D.) in the Catalogue of the Bhuri
Singh Museum at Chambi, Calcutta 1909, In 1939-40 the later
inscriptions were re-examined by Dr. B. Ch. Chhabra, the present
Government Epigraphist, whereas I myself undertook a de-
tailed study of the archaeological monuments. The following his-
torical outline is the product of the incorporation of all this new
material, and of its co-ordination with the history and archaeology
of the surrounding valleys for which the pioneer work had like-
wise been done by Professor J. Ph. Vogel and Mr. Hutchison.

On this evidence we may divide the history of Chamba State
during the Muslim Period into three phases: 1). The restoration
of the mediaeval monarchy and feudal state to its original power
and expansion (A.D. 1330-1623). 2). The growth, under Mughal
influence, of a centralized state (A.D. 1641-1764). 3). The struggle
for supremacy with Jammit and Kangra, as the suzerain power of
the interior Himalaya (A.D. 1748-1812) and the struggle for survival
against the Sikhs and Dogras (A.D. 1812-1846). The first of these
phases witnessed a remarkable revival of mediaeval Hindu cul-

1. J. Punjab Historical Society, Lahore, X, pt. 2, p. 5 ff, 1929, and in
History of the Punjab Hill States, vol. I, pp. 268-339, Lahore 1933.
2. J. Ph, Vogel, Antiquities of Chamba State, I, Calcutta 1911,
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ture and art, the second the growth and the last the flourishing of
Mughal-Rajput civilization.

The Crisis of the Muslim Invasion (A.D. ca. 1190-1330): The
high and late mediaeval periods not only in Chamba, but in the
whole Western Himalaya, are separated by a blank interval of ca.
100-150 years, However, the gap covers a very crucial time, For,
previous to it Chamba had been a strong and flourishing kingdom
of approximately the same size as in the 17th and 19th centuries,
whereas thereafter we discover innumerable estates of independent
rands and thakurs, rajas powerless outside their own capital, and
a society relapsed into barbarism. How this collapse happened, we
can, in the absence of direct evidence, only reconstruct from various
traditions and circumstances.

There were a series of immigrations caused by the advance of the
Ghaznavids into the West Panjab, and of the Chihaminas into the
East Panjab, and later by the destruction of the old Hindu powers
of the plains since the battle of Tar@in near Patidla A.D. 11923
When in the 11th century the last $3his of Ohind found shelter in
Kashmir, a brahmin refugee turned also up in Chamba4 In the
12th century the Tomars, Chandellas, ete., came and founded
Jaswan State (A.D. 1170), Dhameri-Narpur (A.D. 1176), Suket,
the second Chand dynasty of Kumaon, ete. The Gaddis of Brahmor
claim to have immigrated at about the same time;5 and in fact they
are descendants of the old Gadhaiyas, once found in many parts
of North-Western India® The overwhelnfing majority of R&jput
and Brahmin refugees, however, flooded in after the conquest of
Delhi, Benares and Bengal, mainly via Prayag” Yet the Gaur
Rajputs of Chamba claim to have come from the later Bikiner
area in A.D. 1267.

These aristocratic immigrants had to find some livelihood in
harmony with their social status and traditions. They became
rercenaries, feudal lords (thakurs, in distinction from the indi-
genous aristocracy, the ranis), and sometimes even independent

3. Developments in the Himalaya, esp. in Trigarta, in these years are
understandable only if we accept the identification of Tarain by M. A. Cheena
in Proc. 4th Ind. Hist. Congress Lahore 1940, p. 227.

4. Vogel, Antiquities, I, p. 101.

5. Chamba State Gazetteer.

6. Cunningham, Arch. Survey Reports, II.

7. Durga Singh and H. A. Rose, Report on the Punjab Hill Tribes, Ind.
Antq. 36, p. 264, 1907.

J. 9
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rulers, e.g. Suket? or Bir Chand of Kumson., Naturally, they
formed a very unruly element favouring social unrest from which
they could only profit, and dangerous to the existing powers. This
probably zxp}llalns two other developments, the decline of the royal
power and the emergence of Trigarta as th ivi

h e sol
east of Kashmir. ° sole surviving state

In AD. 1101 king Harsha of Kashmir was, after a terrible
struggle, overthrown by the combined forces of the landed gentry
the damaras, under the leadership of the princes of Lohara SinC(;
As'atavarman (ca. AD. 1070-90) Chamba had been dra\;vn into
this struggle, and in the 12th century, especially since Lalitavarman
(A.D. 1?.43/4-1170), a similar social revolution there is evident in
the rapxdly increasing number of fountain stones, the funeral
memorials of the landed aristocracy. Next Vijaya’varman (AD
1175-?) is reported to have defeated the Ke‘;émiras Kiras (Lat;la-.
khis) and Mudgalas (Mughals, i.e. Muslims) and t(; have brought

home immense booty. But thereafter Chamba disappears from -

the historical scene for ca. 150 years, except for the names of eight
shadowy rulers.

However, quite a number of other states, from Balor (Valla-
pura) in the West to the Sutlej in the East, disappeared at the
same time; in the case of Kuli we have definitive information
that raja Narendrapal (who has to be placed approximately into
these years), had been made a vassal of Trigarta, Trigarta, how-
ever, continued to floutish, as the coins and the archaeological
monuments, e.g. the temple of Baijnith near Palampur and the
Indrésvar in Kéngra proper prove. On the other hand, when in
the second quarter of the 14th century Trigarta was successively
attacked by the Muslims, the two invasions of Tatar Khan A.D.
}‘325' and 1342, and Muhammad Tughlaq’s ecxpedition against
China” A.D. 1337,—all these kingdoms, including Chamba, re-
emerged, and again the more explicit Kuli chronicle mentions
that raja Indarpal threw off the yoke of Trigarta. From all these
facts we have to conclude that all these states had been incorpo-
rated into Trigarta.

’ As to the circumstances of that conquest and of its termina-
tion the following may be said. In the battle of Tariin the rajas
of Trigarta had fought as allies of Prithvi Raj III Chauhin. When
after the disaster A.D. 1192 the Himalayan valleys were flooded

8. S. R. Sharma, The Beginnin {
26, 1930, p. 279, 1933, ’ B of the Sukhetrl Dynasty, JASE. n
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with Rajput and brahmin refugees, the local princes had to keep
those latter occupied, and thus Vijayavarman of Chamba probably
used them for his amazing expeditions. But the rajas could not
rely on the loyalty of these mercenaries who would easily change
sides, and support the strongest and most promising ruler, Tri-
garta, however, was the strongest kingdom and that which had
the first claim on the refugees, as the guardian of the Himalayan
valleys. But when the Muslim invasion swept to the East and
South, the newcomers, not needed against the Turks, were proba-
bly used against the other hill rajas.

After one and a half centuries, however, the Rajput refugees
had been absorbed. The Muslim invasion of the 14th century,
therefore, had a very different effect. It is obvious that the Hindus
of the hills could not withstand the massive Turkish armies.
Barani reports that the strong fort of Nagarkot-Kangra was taken
and occupied by Muhammad Tughlaq’s army. And yet only ten
soldiers returned from the march of his expeditionary force of
100,000 men up the Sutlej Valley and over the hills into that of
the Beas. Only guerrilla warfare, for which the Himalaya is
immensely suited, could grind down such an overwhelming force.
But as guerrilla warfare loosens also the organization of the victor,
the rajas of Trigarta, weakened by the temporary loss of Nagarkot,
were forced to acknowledge the de facto independence of the once
annexed states, though they seem to have been acknowledged as
nominal overlords for much longer. Chamba, e.g. threw off this
nominal allegiance not before the reign of Anandavarman (A.D.

ca. 1475-1513).
The First Stages of Recovery (A.D. 1330-1513): The Chamba

kingdom emerging under Vairasivarman (Vairasimhavarman) in
AD., 1330 was very weak. It comprised no more than the middle
Ravi Valley and its nearest tributaries, i.e. Chambéa town, Gurola,
Lilh, Saho and the lowermost tip of Churah. The Bhatti wazarat,
south of the Dhaula Dhar, was under the suzerainty of Kangra
and Dhameri-Nirpur, Churdh was controlled by Vallapura-Balor
(later Basohli State), Pangi and Lahul in the Chandrabhéaga Valley
were tributary to Ladakh, Brahmor and Trehta in the upper Ravi
area were independent, though possibly in some religious connection
with the Chamba rulers who regarded Brahmor as the original
home of their family. The state was poor and backward. Chamba
town was hardly more than a village. Most of the old temples
were in ruins, looted and desecrated. Art and education were
almost forgotten. Vairasivarman’s copperplate grant was drafted
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in a very faulty language and executed by an ordinary blacksmith.
The grants of his next three successors are hardly better formu-
lated, but were the work of coppersmiths. And only since Ananda-
varman an eflort was made to introduce a more correct style
engraved by goldsmiths. :

The power of the rajas was most precarious, Though Vairasi-
varman (A.D, 1330—ca. 1370) claimed a “ victorious reign” and
assumed the royal title, he and his next succesors still were vassals
of Trigarta. Under his son Manikyavarman (ca. A.D, 1370-1396)
the royal title again fell in abeyance, Bhotavarman (A.D. 1396-
1442) appointed a certain Jadhika Atala “ 1o attend upon and look
after the king as a personal servant....... as a reward for assist-
ance in danger.” The fact that Bhotavarman in his later reign
and Samgramavarman (A.D. 1442 to ca. 1475) again dropped the
royal title, proves that that danger which made a sort of perma-
nent bodyguard necessary, came from the feudal lords who saw
with displeasure the consolidation and expansion of the royal

power. The final showdown, however, came much later, in the -

abortive revolution of A.D. 1575-79. For notwithstanding all those
difficulties the Chamba rajas consolidated their position step by
step. Vairasivarman married his son to Jugyaradevi of Jurngu-
rard in the Jassaur pargana. Apparently she was the heiress of
a mighty line of feudal lords wielding much influence in Lower
Churah. For although raja Udaipal of Balor invaded the country
in order to reassert his $uzerainty, Lower Churah since that mar-
riage remained under the direct control of Chamha. Then Bhota-
varman (married to Jijili Devi) extended his realm beyond the
Chuari Pass into the Hubar district, probably at the cost of Dha-
meri which then had been weakened by the two invasions of Tatar
Khan. Possibly he regained also some control over Brahmor, in
case we may attribute to him the authorship of the hardly read-
able inscription in the floor of the Manimahesa temple at Brahmor,
dated S. 1474 AD. 1417-181° Under Sangrimavarman (queen
Sampiirna Devi) this progress was temporarily halted, probably
due to internal difficulties. It looks as if his formal Abhishekka,

9. The copper plate grant is spurious, but as it had later on been acknow-
ledged, it seems to have been a substitute for a lost genuine grant based on
then well-known events and customs.

10. A. Cunningham, Arch. Survey Report 14, 1882, p. 105. On the analogy
of Raj Singh’s inscription in the floor of the Lakshmi-Narayan at Chamba
AD. 1382. Moreover, in that barbarian time the rajgurus of the kings of
Chambi were the only persons able to compose any suchlike inscription.
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the first one mentioned in the late Mediaeval history of Chamba,
had again aroused the resentment of the nobles.

But under his son Anandavarman (A.D. ca. 1475-1513) a deci-
sive step forward was achieved. By exploiting an internal crisis
in Kangra, Anandavarman succeeded in being acknowledged as an
independent and equal ally of Trigarta, marrying Prayagdevi, the
daughter of Suvirachandra Katoch. In Kangra the widow of
Narendrachandra, then enceinte, had been expelled by other clai-
ments to the throne and had found a refuge in Prayag! When
her son Suvirachand had grown up, he returned, apparently with
a very small retinue, as he could take Kangra only by a stratagem.
Under these circumstances he needed an ally and apparently found
him in Anandavarman, who on this occasion obtained also more
districts south of the Dhauld Dhar, as part of the dowry.

Under Anandavarman we learn, for the first time, also of cul-
tural activities. In contrast to the predominant Vaishnava tradi-
tion of his family, he was an adept of Tantric Saivism. Snakes are’
said to have come out of his nostrils, or, according to another ver-
sion, out of the spouts of his drinking vessel. One of his grants
endows an astrologer with lands near the Hirmd (Hidimba-Cha-
mundid) Temple at Mehla “by order of the goddess Jalamukhi
[the special patroness of the Katoch dynasty] and of the king”;
the other sons of a learned Saiva priest, mentioning the repair of
an unidentified Siva temple and the consecration of a linga.

The Renaissance of the Mediceval Hindu State and of Its
Civilization (A.D. 1513-1623): 'This religious bent of mind was
inherited also by Anandavarman’s successors, Gane$avarman,
Pratapsinghvarman, Virabhdnu and Balabhadravarman. It had a
most beneficient influence on the development of the state and of
the monarchy insofar as it inspired these princes to appoint highly
cultured brahmins from the North-Indian plains as advisers and
ministers. These briahmins not only developed art, literature and
science, but were also the brains behind an astute policy of terri-
torial expansion and administrative centralisation. But it proved
also disastrous in the long run, as it made most princes indifferent
to government during their later years—one even completely,—
and prone to squander their revenues on “charities”. As long as

11. The chronicle calls the place “Poona” which makes no sense. As

‘ Suvirachandra’s children were named Prayagchand and Prayégdevi, and as

Prayag was a holy place often visited by the hill-Réjputs, “Poona” probably
is a misreading for Prayag.
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the actual administration could be efficiently carried on by succes-
sive young regents, and as long as the great brahmin statesman
Ramapati was chief minister, Chamba flourished. When he was
succeeded by the pious, but weak Lakshmikanta and a host of
priestly sycophants, the system degenerated.© When in A.D. 1623
the yavaraj Janardan was assassinated, it collapsed, and Chambé
was annexed by Nurpur State.

In consequence of these regencies the chronology of this period
is rather complicated, but its details are necessary for the under-
standing of the course of events. A careful analysis of all the
available data and of all circumstances yields the following picture:

Ganesavarman, born somewhat after A.D. 1500; A.D. 1513,
still a minor, king with his mother Prayag Devi as regent; A.D.
1521 of age, married Aplrvadevi (= Sahiba Devi?); A.D. 1558
declared his son Pratapsinghvarman regent; died A.D, 1566,

Pratapsinghvarman, born about A.D. 1521-22, son of Ganes$a-
varman and Sahiba Devi (honorific title of Apurva Devi?); A.D.
1558 co-regent with Ganesavarman; A.D. 1559 possibly married to
one of the daughters of Bahadur Singh of Kulid (Sunu, Gangt and
Rangd); A.D. 1566 king; A.D. 1575 victim of a feudal revolt; A.D.
1579 handed government over to yuva raja Balabhadravarman;
died A.D. 1582.

Virabhanu, born about A.D, 1540, A.D. 1559 married to
one or all the three daughters of Bahidur Singh of Kuld, appa-
rently religious maniac and unfit for government; A.D. 1582 king
in name under regency of Balabhadravarman; died A.D. 1589.

Balabhadravarman, born about A.D. 1560, son of Virabhinu and
Dharmadevi (honorific title of one of Bahadur Singh’s daughters?,
died A.D. 1625); A.D. 1579 leader of the royal faction against the
rebels and regent for Pratipsinghvarman; married (AD.?) to a
princess of Kuld, to Subhadra Devi and Mathura Devi; A.D. 1582
regent for Virabhanu; 1589 king; A.D. 1613 removed from govern-
ment, under regency of his son J anardanavarman; A.D. 1623, after
battle of Dhalog and assassination of Janirdan deposed by Jagat
Singh of Narpur; A.D. 1629 restored in name, A.D, 1632 restored
as vassal of Nirpur; died A.D. 1641.

Prithvi Singh, son of Janardan, born A.D., 1619; A.D. 1623
secre_tly jbrought to Kuld and at last Mandi by (his wetnurse) Déi
Batla (died A.D. 1645); grew up at Mandi, A.D. 1640 reconquered

:Il;é\&ul and Pangi; A.D. 1641 returned to Chamba as raja; died A.D.

-
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Most of GaneSavarman’s reign (A.D. 1513-1566) was unevent-
ful, but it was not unimportant as a preparatory stage for the
reforms of Pratapsinghvarman and Balabhadravarman. Since the
Katoch marriage the horizon had widened. The ashes of Ananda-
varman were brough.t to Hardwar, and in A.D. 1558 prince Pratap-
singhvarman was sent, as proxy for his sick father, on pilgrimage
to Badrinith and Kedarnath, in A.D. 1566 to Hardwar. More
learned briahmins from outside were appointed, such as Pandit
Tribho, the founder of the hereditary line of rajpurohits, and Pandit
Prabhikara, the first of the hereditary court astrologers (rdjajyo- . .-
tishi). The most important appointment, however, was that of
Pandit Surdananda (Surottama) Sarma of Benares, a Bengali brah-
min of the Bharadvaja Gotra, to the post of rajaguru. For Sura-' / Sorep TV
nanda and his son Pandit Ramépati very quickly became the lead- 7 '
ing ministers and the planners of the policy of conquest and cen- .
tralization pursued in the next half century. And with these newy, . = ° SRR
comers also new fashions, were introduced, especially the substitul ' *
tion of the suffix Singh for that of varman, though first only for the
junior princes whereas the rulers retained the old suffix by the side
of the new one until the middle of the 17th century.

In the meantime the political situation in the Beas Valley had
completely changed. After the fall of the Tughlugs the Muslim
rulers everywhere had tried to obtain direct control over their
Hindu subjects. Thus also the Sayyid and Lodi sultans of Delhi
had forced the hill rajas to acknowledge their suzerainty. A.D.
1540 Sher Shah’s general Khawass Khan had taken Kangra Fort,
About A.D. 1545 Salim Shah Sir had visited Guler (Gwalior),
erected five strong forts, and compelled the rajas to pay tribute;
and probably also Gane$avarman of Chamba had to do so. A.D.
1555 the Mughal emperor Humaytin defeated Sikandar Shih Siri
at Sarhind. Whereas the emperor advanced on Delhi, prince Akbar
pursued Sikandar through the Sivaliks. Humayin’s death obliged
Akbar to leave Sikandar alone, after the hill rajas had made their
submission to him at Kaldnaur. But A.D. 1557 Akbar returned;
Sikandar, besieged in Maukot, had to surrender, and raja Bakht-
mal of Dhameri-Nurpiir who had offered him shelter, was executed.
Dharam-Chand of Kangrd who had remained loyal to Akbar, nowess,
believed to be sure of imperial indulgence and immediatew [
to grab the territories of his neighbours. . /_\
This resulted in a new policy in Chamba. The yhvaraj Pratap- %AQ}@ \
singhvarman, who had just returned from the pilgrimag ﬂ.\/
nath and Kedarnath in the company of Pandit Surd
appointed co-regent and de facto ruler, and represe

L §
-
»
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4 T qp o
uz) tA}i{kIJZL s duzbcu at Kalaggur. Surdnanda had in the meantime
rgn o Z)re ,::te-l ocal sugers}tluon, by exorcizing the ghosts of a for-
ation ground which were believ (
T cre | whi ed to haunt the town
(gu(n t]ell :n fmr}l]t of the principal state temple, the Lakshmi-Narayan
& ¥ qt) . . '
ei'orpc' n mgd't ere the Dumukh, a stone column resembling the
remlyxzu;tg c;)ggclr (Phurbu) used by Buddhist magicians, Appa-
atter Pratapasinghvarman’s return | Calanaur

an’s re rom Kalanaur alread
a ne 3 ne 1) ) y
, W program was worked out, the general outlines of which still

can be reconstructed, . o

- (g;leppagt'to; it formed the compilation of the Sanskrit Vamsa-
andit Ramapati, Surananda’s son. O
!t Slamapatl, Surananda’s . On the model of con-
;Zzﬁzrj;y acltlgmes :ln Rajasthan the bald pedigree of the royal
as elaborated with many historical i
: bo g and mythological de-
:;ﬂs from traditions collected all over the state oryadaptgecclafrom
fr: sz:}clred hlo_ooks. The -long pedigree of the Siuryavarméis taken
f 1:11 he B fng.avata Purina had to endow the king with the glory
% h1vme origin. The inclusion of the early Gurjara princes of
ofrasén;:?lr (Tth century A.D.) whose connection with the dynasty
o illavarman (10th century A.D.) is open to some doubt
‘ta to stop the gap be,tween the latter and raja Maru, the “re—’
sfoxf'{er Ef the Kshatr1ya§ * and the imaginary link between the line
;) fag,;; u a}rlld 1‘che Pratiharas of Maru (Marwir). But it had also
o toster the loyal sentiments of the auto - »
N (& no S
oper B mous Gaddis of the

B

the St::‘ehl?lgl‘:, zgc(;ady ;espected as the oldest religious centre of
troops.  With thesc:n i}t d:m anpower reservoir for the royal house
reconquer Pangr s addi t_roops Pratapsinghvarman could first
brought back gdan and Lahul which Tsewang Namgyal T had
later years haclll rll) o t{}}ﬁ rule‘ of Ladakh. But Tsewang Namgyal's
tapsinghvarman eenl illed with revolts of his subjects, so that Pra-
vinces\ of his hosg: d(L)l se the chaos to recover those former pro-
the image O% n se. ne —of the documents of this reconquest is

arkula Devi at Markula-Udaipur in Lahul!® which

thakur Himapala set . :
Vajravarahi temple. up in A.D. 1559-60 in the, hitherto Buddhist,

How .
only wit}f‘:}t ::Ch an expansion towards the East was possible
Ramapati had sulz:sen:] of Fhe rulers of Kuld. In A.D, 1559 Pandit
by the marriaee ceeded In negotiating such an agreement, sealed
arriage of the daughters of Bahadur Singh of Ku]ﬁ’, Suni,

12, Vogel, Antiquities, I, p. 249, pl. 39c,
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Gangd and Rango, to prince Virabhinu, and possibly also Pratap-
singhvarman himself in A.D. 1559.13 The Kuld dynasty was in a
position even weaker than the Chamba house. After Kuli had
overthrown the yoke of Trigarta, the valley had been overrun by
the Tibetans, especially Gugé, the vassal state of Ladakh.1* Anan-
davarman’s contemporary Siddh Singh had about A.D. 1500 ex-
pelled the Tibetans and begun to subject the local ranas. But the
invasion of Tsewang Namgyal had shattered his work, and his son
Bahadur Singh had again to start almost from scratch. From the
North and East he had, like Pratapsinghvarman, to fear another
Tibetan invasion. From the South he had to defend his interest
against Sahib Sen of Mandi (ca. A.D. 1554-75) who had already
annexed part of Seoraj (southernmost Kuli), invaded Lag (to the
southwest of Kuld) and tried to subject Bangahal (in the corner
between Brahmor, Kuld and Mandi). The conquest of that latter,
especially would have driven a wedge between Kuld and Chamba
The agreement negotiated by Ramapati permitted Bahadur Singh
to secure most of Seoraj and at last also Lag. To Chamba it gave
a free hand in the Kangra Valley.

Already in A.D. 1558 the Bhatti wazarat was protected against
the encroachments of Dharamchand by the erection of Ganesgarh,
a small fortress of the, then, most modern type. For a counter-
stroke, however, the time was ripe in A.D. 1563 when Dharam-
chand of Kangra died and was followed by the weak Manikya-
chand. Pratapsinghvarman invaded jhe Katoch territory.
According to the Chamba chronicles he defeated Manikyachand,
killed his brother Jayat Singh, annexed the Charl and Gharoh
districts, occupied Guler and advanced up to the gates of Kangra
Fort. Much booty fell into the hands of the Chamba army, and
many of the small ranis who had been vassals of Kangra, had to
pay homage to Pratapsinghvarman. This account is corroborated
by several grants of land in the just annexed territories, issued
by Gane$avarman and Pratisinghvarman. In the vernacular
chronicle there are some indications that an additional campaign
was undertaken against the Pala réjas of Bangahal.

Probably such a conflict between the hill rajas weakening the
mightiest of them, had the tacit sympathies’of the Mughal autho-

13. J. Ph. Vogel, A Copperplate Grant of Bahadur Singh of Kullia, Ann.

Report Arch. Survey of India 1903-04, p. 261.
14. A. H. Francke, History of Western Tibet, London 1907, Antiquities of

Indian Tibet, II, Calcutta 1926; L. Petech, A. Study of the Chronicles of Ladakh,
Ind. Hist. Qu. 15, 1939, Suppl.
J. 10



304 JOURNAL OF INDIAN HISTORY

rities. For Manikyachand’s successor Jai-Chand was in A.D. 1570
ax:res.ted, under imperial orders, by the raja of Gulér and. his son
Bidhi Chand, rising in rebellion, was in A.D. 15727 besieged in
Nagarkot by a Mughal army. However all these troubles induced
Akba_r to have a permanent settlement worked out by raja Todar
Mal in A.D. 1573. A special imperial demesne was created by
annexing 66 villages from the surrounding states. Chamba lost

most of the recently acquired distri ; _ !
t .
Gharoh and Pathyar. istricts including Rihlu, Charj,

e ;.ll;lf(l:l}sli :eoétl:pii of the expansioni§t policy had disastrous results.
Ramanats o be party of Pandit Surananda and of his son
o e ,» had become almighty and rich, but also hated by the

aristocracy. The death of Surananda and the disappointment
of th'e state’s foreign policy, probably also the necessity of dis-
banding the Gaddi army weakened its prestige so badly, that in
A.D. 1575 Pandit Ramapati was overthrown, soon after, he had
been appointed rajguru in the place of his father. In view of the
de.arth of educated persons in the administration he was not dis-
missed, but Bhavanidas, son of Barnka, the new “ king’s minister ”
treated him as no more than a secretary. Soon afterwards Ramépat,i
and his family fled to Balor. His possessions, like those of his
followers, were confiscated. But in A.D. 1579 he was brought
back to Chamba by the yuvaraja Balabhadravarman, and rein-
stated in his position and in all his possessions. What had hap-
p.ened, we do not know,though it looks as if the counter-revolu-
t%on had been a military coup d’etat. Bhavanidas is no more mem-
tlon.ed and seems to have been killed. The other descendants of
Bamk:a were debarred of any future claims against Ramipati. The
very interesting copperplate mentioning the solemn proceedings

of this durbar mentions many ol
y old grants lost
revolutionaries. or destroyed by the

" .Pratépsinghvarman’s role had been quite passive in the whole
? air. It was the mahiytivaraja Balabhadravarman who hence-
1(;I;;ghgaCted as regent for him and his successor Virabhanu (A.D.
o B-alga)l;ha?;:t Virab}u‘mu was no?; set aside, may have been due

varman’s consideration for his unfit father. But
after such. a revolution it was not less important strictly to adhere
to the principles of legitimacy, and possibly a religious maniac
such as Virabhanu seems to have been, may have been not so bad
as the figurehead of a government claiming religious sanction.

" dFor after t’hg military policy of his father had failed. Bala-
adravarman tried a policy of impressing his people by means
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of religious splendour. During the last years of Pratapsingh-
varman the state sanctuary of the Lakshmi-Nardyan in Chamba
Town, the Bhagvati (Vajreévari) Temple outside the town, and
the Khajindg Temple at Khajiar (on the mountain path to Dal-
housie) were repaired, the Trimukh Temple (in the Lakshmi-
Narayan compound) reconstructed on the foundations of the 10th
century, the Chandragupta and Varnsigopal Temples re-endowed,
whereas a relief group of Sitd, Rama, Lakshmana and Hanuman
was sculptured into a cliff in the Sarota Valley, not far from the
capital. All this art was rather crude. But the treasures collected
during Pratipsinghvarman’s campaigns soon were exhausted.
Thus the Lakshmi-Nardyan could be consecrated in A.D. 1582
only after new revenues had been made available by the discovery
of the copper mines of Hol,15 which, naturally enough, the priestly
party used for buttressing its position by attributing it to the per-
sonal intervention of the god.

During Bhadravarman’s reign (A.D. 1589-1641) the Varnsigopal
temple was rebuilt and consecrated A.D. 1595. Quite a number
of smaller temples were erected in the town and in other places
like Ghumsal (Sutkar, Trehta District), two Garuda pillars were
set up in the court of the Lakshmi-Narayan. Most sanctuaries
were provided with new images, jewellery, etc., now in an accom-
plished style hardly distinguishable from that of the high Middle

. Ages, and artists from Nepal, Bengal and South India were for

this purpose employed. More scholars from Benires, Gaya and
other places were settled. Much money was spent on religious
ceremonies, further temple endowments, pilgrimages to Hardwar
by prince Janirdan and prince Sabal Singh, etc. The 42 grants
then issued or renewed reveal a good knowledge of Sanskrit. In
various documents the Bhigavata-Puréna, the Durgasapta$ati, the
Harivarhéa are mentioned or quoted.

Slowly Balabhadravarman’s liberality began to assume sickish
forms, until at last he gave away part of his property daily to
brahmins who, ofcourse, flattered him as a second Balikarna. At
last yiivardja Janardanavarman was made regent in AD. 1613,
and Balabhadravarman removed to a quiet country house.

The Disintegration of Mediaeval Chambi (A.D. 1623-1646):
Chamba needed an efficient ruler, as the peaceful times which

15. One grant refers to a tax of “copper tankas’—else unknown in
Chamba, to be paid by three [contractors?] in the Loh-Tikri Mandala, on the

other side of the Hol Range,
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had permitted that leisurcly life, had passed. During the last
decades Chamba had been spared external difliculties due to
several favourable circumstances. Kuli in the East and Bradrawah
in the North-West still were struggling for their consolidation.
In the South and South-West Mughal rule weighed heavily on the
states of the exterior hills which successively rose in abortive
revolts (A.D. 1585 Dhameri, fortification of Balor; 1589-90 Kangra,
Mankot, Dhameri, Lakhimpur, Jammta and 8 other states; A.D.
1594-95 other collective rising, Mughal annexation of Pathankot).
Further in the North-West Kashtwar was twice attacked by the
Mughals A.D. 1585-87 and 1606. In the North the Ladakh king-
dom was torn by rebellions during the reign of Jamyang Namgyal
(ca. AD. 1560-90). But then Dhameri-Narpur emerged as the
leading state in the Kangra Valley, as its rajas succeeded in be-
coming favourites of the Mughal emperors Jahangir and Shahja-
han, despite repeated very daring revolts. And the Ladakh king-
dom recovered under Sengge Namgyal (ca. A.D. 1590-1620) and
Deldan Namgyal (ca. A.D. 1620-40).

The rajas of Dhameri tried to abuse the imperial favour by
trying to annex their neighbour states by various stratagems. Thus
the rulers of Balor, Guler and Sukhet were removed by means of
false denunciations, and their states thereafter occupied, whereas
Kangra was besieged by a Mughal army. An attempt on the life
of the Raja of Mandi failed. The southern districts of Chamba
were invaded, but succegsfully defended by prince Janirdan. The
war dragged on over 12 years, ca. A.D. 1605-17, and came to an
end only because of raja Surajmal's (A.D. 1613-18) revolt against
the Mughals. The settlement apparently was negotiated by the
rdjaguru of Nirpur, Vyas. Thus after his defeat Sirajmal fled
to Chamba in the company of his brother Madho Singh. His death
spared Janardan the necessity to hand over the refugee to the
Mughal commander who had demanded his surrender. The
Pathania raj was occupied by the Mughal army ; but already the
next year Jahangir installed Jagat Singh (A.D. 1619-46) who had
assisted the emperor against his own brother Strajmal. For six
years peace was maintained, and in A.D. 1622 Janardan and his
younger brother Bishambhar paid their homage to Jahingir and
Nirjahin during the latter’s visit to Dhameri, then renamed
Nirpur. But Jagat Singh had the same ambitions as his prede-
cessors though he tried to achieve them by more cautious and
devious means. Imperial favour had given him a high position
at the court. In A.D. 1623 the revolt of prince Khurram provided
him with a first pretext for another attack on Chamba.
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At Dhalog near Sandhéra the combined Nirpur a}nd Mughal
troops of Shahjahan’s party defeated the Chambyalis in a W_aloody
pattle in which prince Bishambhar was killed. Chambzfl was
occupied, Janardan lured to an interview and assassinated.
Janardan’s son Prithvi Singh, a boy of 4 year:%, was saved anc_i
brought by his wetnurse Batla over the mountain passes to _Kulu
and at last Mandi the raja of which, antagonized by the Nurpur
princes, offered a refuge to the boy. Chamba was placed under
Nirpur officials, Balabhadravarman deposed. And tbe strong for-
tess Taragarh was erected A.D. 1625 on the top of_ an isolated steep
mountain near the Chuari Pass in the Bhatti w:f\zarat, both to keep
down Chamba and to serve as a last retreat u: case of‘ a fujcure
rebellion against the Mughals. When Khurram’s rebellion failed,
Jagat Singh was deposed and besieged in Maukot, but at last par-
doned. When A. D. 1628 prince Khurram came to the throne as
Shihjahan, Jagat Singh rose high in favour, jbut was also kept
busy as a general or governor far away from his own state.

| In consequence Nirpur control slackened, On the other hand
Bhiipat-Pal of Balor had been released and starfied on a counter-
offensive against Narpur. He invaded Churéah, z.mnexed the
Chamba districts along the lower Ravi Valley, and in AD 16:?0
built there a new capital, Ba$ohli. The Gyah:.)os of Ladakh again
annexed Lahul and invaded Kula. Jagat Singh, therefore, hf':\d
to make concessions. In A.D. 1629 Balajohadravarmar% was_rem-
stated, though the administration continued to be in Nirpur
hands. A.D. 1632 also the internal autonomy of Chamb'a. was ria-
stored. But it had become a very small stgte, comprising only
the middle and upper Ravi Valley and even that under the suze-

rainty of Nurpur.

Chamba recovered only when the power of Jagat Singh was .
broken in the desperate rebellion of AD. 1640-42 \.vhen all t}l:e
Nirpur fortresses were taken by thfe Mughal armies, alndi3 ‘c1 e
Pathania raj reduced to two diminutive states.' AD. 164 . ahaix-
bhadravarman, since long senile and harml—e.ss: died. AD 16d 1,{h.ls
grandson Prithvi Singh took Lahul and Pangi from the La a is,
AD. 1641 crossed the mountain passes in the back of the lrl'urptir
troops, occupied Churgh (where after the de'ath of thzpatpal
Basohli control had disintegrated) and reocc_upled Chamba tltl)lwri,
after a bloody battle in which the Chamunda temple and Na ora
bridge south of it were destroyed. Thereafter he played a promi-
nent role in the siege of Tardgarh by the; N_Iughals and was ac-
knowledged as ruler of Chamba by Shahjahén,
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The years A.D. 1641-46 witnessed a last flare-up of the Medi-
aeval state and culture which had flourished under Pratipsingh-
varman and Balabhadravarman. The Sitaram Temple was erected
and Nalhora bridge reconstructed by Dai Batld, Prithvi Singh’s
wetn}{rse and, now highly honoured, saviour. ;I'he Sanskrit
Vamsavali, composed by Pandit Ramipali, was restored and com-
pleted up to A.D. 1642 by his son Lakshmikanta, the last rajguru
of Balabhadravarman. Soon afterwards both died (A.D. 1646,
resp. 1661). But Prithvi Singh, in close contact with the Mughal
couxjt, started reforming the state, introducing Mughal adminis-
trative and military methods, and superseding the feudal order
by a centralized government. Since A.D. 1645 copperplate grants
were ?bolished, only a few being issued on, later, very solemn
occassions. Paper documents became common. The Sanskrit
chronicle was replaced by one in the vernacular. Rajput art was
introduced from Basohli. Mediaeval Chamba had come to an end.

Early History of Kurnool

BY

Pror. V. R. RAMACHANDRA DIKSHITAR
(University of Madras)

This paper is meant as a notice of an interesting manuscript
in the Mackenzie collection. Wilson lists it in his Descriptive
Catalogue (1828) as No. 45 under Local Tracts of the Ceded Dis-
tricts and Taylor has also noticed it in the third volume of his
Catalogue Raisonne (1862) as No, CM 841 (L. No. 587) p. 965.
'The manuscript is available in the Government Oriental Manu-
scripts Library, Madras, and is classified by them as 15-3-35 of the
Telugu collection of Mackenzie manuscripts.

This manuscript is an account of the Kandanavrolu dis-
trict (Kurnool). It gives a fairly concise history of various
dynasties that ruled over Kurnool district from mythic times. The
records -attesting the genuineness of the history are taken from
kaviles, that is, village accounts, of varioys villages in the district
and from inscriptions as far as they could be deciphered. Till we
come to the actual inscriptions the kavile records are not very
reliable at least for the dates concerned. The account given is
more or less traditional not corroborated by the latest historical
discoveries. But the author is sincere in pointing out the incredi-
bility of the records that he has to rely upon and he is careful in
most of the cases when he comes to actual inscriptions. The whole
volume is a list mostly of inscriptions arranged chronologically
pointing out the importance of each individually and the account
of how the Muslims ruled over Kurnool is worthy of note.

Mention is made of a piace called Kalluru, situated a mile west
of the confluence of Tungabhadra and Aghahari, where, it is said,
the rishis of yore built a temple of Kalleévara. South-west of
Kallur at a distance of 60 miles, is situated Nandyala, once capital
of Emperor Nandana. The foundation of another village called Nan-
davara is described in the manuscript. Five hundred families of Brah-
mins who lived in Benares and who belonged to 13 gotras, settled in
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Nandavar ; .
a Promisea\,nfgjl?tg(el o ;hem by king Nandana in accordance with
king and his wife to r}?‘a o them when the Brahmins brought the
by their mantra, Th lsfcapltfd from Benares with shoes enchanted
related. The piace -é }(:undlng of another village near Kalluru is
Sri Rama having i 151 own as Rudrakotiwas a consequence of
temple for Godg 11\25;13 led a linga on his way from Ayodhya. A
Nandana. Singanqté}l] ikarjuna was constructed in the place by
have determined t}: 2 Odeyq’ a pupil of Ganganatha is said to
to god Mallikar;j e boundaries of all villages which were granted
before as N juna. The boundaries of another village known

agesvaram and now called Itikala were determined by

Santabhikshavritti, h
Santabhil , head of Jangama priests and Jangama matha

calle'cll‘héagazg:;v:fl Ku;‘r}l]ool_is.then narrated. It was originally
e ond olu. e significance of the name is this. A Siva
gpe W cotnstru.cted at Alampur 10 miles north of Kallur.
Sone cartscor;‘s rL(lictxon of the t.emple were carried in bullock carts.
inese ea Oilpj ssed a place a mile east of Kalluru and in that place
ved monger who used to supply to the cartmen some
ricant known in Telugu as Kandana. The place came to b
knc_;wp after the Telugu name of the lubricant as Kandanav(r)'ol :
This is cfbviously a mistake for Kandanaprolu; Kandana meani -
tl'le h'lbrxcant and prolu town. This place greyw with time i tmg
big village and later still it became a town, and Kallu be 'm oa
:::lqlit ;ttached to Kandanavrolu (Kurno,ol) The ol;rms;agr;e iz
id to . )
o ave constructed temples for God Siva and $Sakti in the

tionsTt}LZ I;Iandgyla Kavile '(village account) of the manuscript men-
964, by Saoinbilr}g of De.mt.lvaram now known as Dudyala in Dhatu
the,villa en?‘[‘ 11;shavr1tt1 whq cut off Danti trees for putting up
constructge(i a ° E west of this place king Nanda is said to have
temples and 3r(;gm er of pﬂla.Ces.knOWn as Nandanagallu, 360 Siva
who became th VIV{ells. He invited one Antarasa from Golkonda
founded a vill e karanam of the place. One of his descendants
crocodiles anl ag: called Mosalimadugu so known on account of
crocodile) T}? anl.< near the_ place (Mosali in Telugu means
stead came P tei:e villages declined in course of time and in their
tinue to be ljaa ota where the descendants of Antarasu still con-
confluence of ;ﬁams- '.I‘}.xe Patakota Kavile records that at the
Nivartti avanasini and Krishna was a holy place called

sangama and north-east of it on a hillock, one Santa-

-
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bhikshavritti! is said to have owned a fortress and maintained a
college for Sangama devotees. He conducted the festivals for God
Mallikarjuna. Other villages whose boundaries were determined
are Anantapura, one of the villages granted to God Mallikarjuna
and Nalatimmayyapalam alias Nallakaluva granted to Srisaila God.

The Western Chalukyas ruled over this region. It is said on
{he evidence of an inscription cited that a queen of Trilokyamalla,
named Myladevi made a grant for the maintenance of a college
in 980 S.S. The epithets in the record speak of her as the senior
a beautiful woman. The head of the
institute was one Sureévarapandita pupil of Gangarasibhatta, the
priest of Brahmesvara temple and an expert in Lakula Saivism.
In 991 S. S. Kapila Mahadevi the senior queen of Bhuvanaikamalla

han Myladevi granted villages to some donee
ollege. This is

queen, a great scholar and

more accomplished t
for the maintenance of a free feeding house and c
also borne out by an inscription.

The places mentioned in the manuscript passed subsequently

into the hands of Vijayanagar kings which is attested to by a num-
ber of inscriptions. The Muslim attack on Kurnool is dated 1541
Siddharti by Abdul Muhammud and Abdul Wahab, agents under
the Sultan of Bijapur. Gopalaraju was then the ruler of Kurnool
and he ran away from the place. Though Matla Tiruvengalaraju
came to the assistance of Gopalaraju and attacked the Muslim army
which besieged the Kurnool fort it was of no avail. He died in
battle and the fort fell into Muslim hands.

1The doctrines of Santabhikshavritti appear to be similar with those of
Basava, probably with Lingayat affinities. The accounts given in all the
kaviles do not stand the test of epigraphy or literature. But the incidents
might have happened some time later during the palmy days of Bhikshavrtti

matha.
J. 1
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SELECTIONS FROM THE NAGPUR RESIDENCY RECORDS,
Vol. II: By Dr. H. N, Sinha. Published by the Government of
Madhya Pradesh, Nagpur, 1952, pp. xxi and 595. price Rs. 15,

Dr. H. N. Sinha has rendered an invaluable service by sifting
and editing the cream of the historical material in the Nagpur Re-
sidency Records, covering the period from 1807 to 1811. He has
maintained the high standard set up by G. S. Sardesai in his Selec-
tions from the Peshwas’ Daftar, and his work marks an improve-
ment on the Poona Residency Correspondence published by the
Bombay Government. So, the Government of Madhya Pradesh
ought to be congratulated on its undertaking the publication of
such Selections in these days of financial stringency.

The documents selected for this Volume refer to, and often
contain valuable information on the affairs of the Bhonsla, the
Sindhia, the Peshwa, the Holkar, and the Nizam. Besides, the
records reveal certain important facts regarding Sambalpur and
Bundelkhand. The section on the Pindaris gives valuable details
concerning their depredations, and throws some light on British
preparations against the Pindari chiefs. The information supplied
by these records is necessarily of a political nature. Yet some
interesting details are available on such’ diverse matters as eco-
nomic conditions, revenue, currencies and Hindu-Muslim riots.

Dr. Sinha who is a well-known historian himself has given
ample evidence of his thoroughness and critical acumen in the
manner in which he has executed his task. The Volume is alto-
gether a fine contribution to the study of Indian archives.

—N.C.

PRE-HISTORIC SOUTH INDIA: By V. R. Ramachandra Dikshi-
tar (Sir William Meyer Lectures, 1950-51, University of
Madras 1951, Rs. 10/-

Professor Dikshitar’s objective in the volume before us is to
depict the main features of life in pre-historic South India. He
attempts to get at the roots of Indian civilisation. To overcome the

inherent difficulties of pre-history he pleads for a proper use of
imagination (p. 43). He emphasises the importance of geological
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e e Ty - - represents a distinet g i

g (p.uggil 0; hl;fe (p..41).. South India is the cr:cg‘;seo;nn;a;n:
credit of Souih Ind'Orgamsa'tm'n o phallc rop stands to the
the car io oop ] t1an Neohthxans (p. 89). The custom of boring
kanelutty ment~ec Zd-wnh S“?ke worship (b, 103) The term
mean.s oot xlc;.ne in the Siluppadikiram (2nd céntury AD)
tanes oo SouthpI 111((:1 igr:i;?f ta}?edl Iisdproof definitive of the acquain-

« ndu L
I\V\&I;:ghofir;;stcé): anterior to 5,000 B.C.S (\}’:.‘lll?é)c.wfll‘llf:t::;o (p.ozzgl)é
The Dravidiansq L\i'ees:eott;ies (C)E:ilrlcr;ldtaf ltsh ¢ oarly untenable r(); .
Dot : J e soil like the so- -
Indi:ldl(l;\'n:sl,w\:;ho '_‘[‘v}fre- in reality the advanced Neolithis:nza:)lfegxtix
Indus orlion };ut Ie‘ ideals of S'outh India influenced not only the
Dravidian Ianguag:sbgai};etxeifj;r anetantrefi’iion e e
Buag € extent influen i
?séijae\;etn ]Zz;(:lc 1c)ihalects. (p. 190). Writing was liii\:r};etiagi{;ﬁ
vastalutn. originated mdependont (- gre il o bette
uttu, ' y (p. - Pre- i
Féarrcxﬁrt)cfat;\;as.dlsicovered 'by the people of Sout)h In:l?acc()i)!fr;?:;a)n
Tach © ?lx. ectures is provided with a bibliography, and the.
" s conc usions are brought together at the end of th’ I

which is well printed and attractive. It contains a d 'e dox and
a map. But an errata is indispensable. " @ ood Index: and

—R. §.

THE illi
RIj\?YgiLA ;fAMSA: By William Coelho with a foreword by
Xav.ie I (a:s, . J. (Indian Historical Research Institute, St.
r'’s College, Bombay, 1950). Pages x and 312 ,

This i
book was written some years ago to qualify for the M.A

degree of the Universi
. rsity of B 2 X
pose in the following wade, ombay. The author explains his pur-

‘Th iti :
from sclemlp;\ilsltlff;] history of the Hoysalas received attention
the subject wer, over half a century and valuable articles on
large numbper ofemeten.fmm time to time. But not until a
lished was 1 : oysala m.scriptions were translated and pub-

s 1t possible to write a sizable treatise. As there was
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sufficient material for the task after the publication of the
inscriptions and as the subject was deemed important, the
author undertook to write this thesis’ (p. viii.).

The political history of the dynasty is narrated in the first
fifteen chapters (abo'ut 250 pages) and the remaining three chapt-
ers are taken up with sketches of political and social life, Features
of Religious life and Hoysala Architecture, There is an Index,
rather meagre, only one illustration of a sculpture of ‘Vishpuvard-
hana holding a darbar’ from the KeSava temple of Belur, and no
map. There is no separate bibliography, but the documentation
in the notes is satisfactory so far as it goes.

This is not an easy book to review in a learned periodical
which seeks to uphold standards in scholarship. The first impres-
sion produced on the mind is very favourable; the work, perhaps
the first work, of a scholar who aspires 1o a research degree, writ-
ten in the Indian Historical Research Institute, St. Xavier’s Col-
lege, Bombay, neatly printed on good paper with the aid of a grant
from the Bombay University, and introduced by Father Heras
with a high commendation of its originality, naturally enlists the
warm sympathy of the reader and rouses high hopes in him. But
long before he reaches the end of the book he begins to feel dis-
appointed. The quality of the writing, never high, is sometimes
very defective. The knowledge of the writer on many of the topies
is by no means up-to-date or adequate. ,And there are mistakes
of spelling on almost every page, not all of which can be traced to

the printer.

It is out of the question te embark on a detailed criticism of
such a book or compile a list of its errors of commission and omis-
sion. A few samples should suffice: at p. 5, lines 6-7 Satavahanas
are mentioned in the place of Chalukyas and an inscription of
1819 A.D. from Belagamve is mentioned on the same page. We
are told many inscriptions of early Chilukyas are found north
of the Vindhyas (p. 6) and that the Cholas had the lion crest
(p. 17). The discussion (p. 32) of the Hoysala contemporary of
the Chola general Aprameya (A.D. 1006) is jejune but fairly
typical. It is twice affirmed that Vishnuvardhana conquered
Kafichi and Madura (pp. 75, 86). His death is placed in 1141
though the existence of later inscriptions is admitted (pp. 116-7).
The Gajapatis of Orissa are said to have belonged to the Ganga-
Pallava line (214)—how errors die hard ! The recent literature on
the origin of Vijayanagar is ignored altogether (pp. 246 ff.)
Adhirajendra, we are assured, can be identified with Virardjendra
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(p. 267). Ramanuja is said to have been born at Tirupati (p. 286)
and Dr. S. K. Aiyangar’s authority is cited in support; Dr.
Aiyangar did not say so, and the mistake is due to a hasty reading
of the page referred to.

The book has doubtless meant much effort for the author,
and it is a pity that it should have been published without ade-
guate revision or even proper reading of the proofs. It makes no
advance in our knowledge of the subject, and leaves several ques-
tions of Hoysala history in greater confusion than before, The
need for a good up-to-date book on the subject has become much
greater on account of this performance.

—K. A. N.

ANCIENT SOUTH-EAST ASIAN WARFARE: by H. G. Quaritch
Wales, Ph.D., D.Litt, Bernard Quaritch, Ltd., 11, Gafton
Street, New Bond Street, London, 1952, Price £1. 15sh.

From the earliest beginnings of human history, people have
engaged themselves in warlike activities; the methods of war
followed differed from country to country and age to age so much
that they enable us to know something about the national character
of .diﬁ“erent groups of people. A study of warfare in South East
Asia for instance should help to broaden our understanding of
jche peoples in that region. But the study of a subject like that
is generally beset with many difficulties on account of the general
paucity of reliable material for it. But so far as the subject mat-
ter .of the book under review is concerned we are fortunate in
hav%ng considerable wealth and variety of documentary material.
Besides the survival of ancient forms amongst living peoples, we
haye a large volume of epigraphical and sculptural (bas-relief)
evidence in addition to literary sources. It is good therefore that
Dr. Quaritch Wales who is familiar to students of the history of
S?uth-east Asia by his interesting publications like Ancient
Szaw%ese Government and Administration, Siamese State Cere-
monies and the Making of Greater India has given us in this
handy volume an acount of the development of South-east Asian
warfare from the earliest times.

The book is divided into seven chapters. The first chapter is
devoted to a description of warfare among the East Torajas of
Central Celebes which presents a fair picture of primitive South-
east Asian warfare generally. In the second chapter the author
analyses the Chinese influence on warfare in the region and says
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that we should hardly expect such a basically incompatible system
of war as that of the Chinese to find willing acceptance in South
East Asia” and that “the Chinese influence had not, however,
been firmly implanted and it soon faded before Indianisation”
(pp. 27 and 28). In the next chapter the author explains the
dfferent lines in which warfare in South-east Asia was Indianised
and shows how as part of the Indian cultural pattern Indian
ideals and methods of war came to be followed in the area. The
Indianisation of warfare to a lage extent in the region is best illus-
trated by the manner of the growth and expansion of the Sri Vijayan
and Javanese empires. Such influence was seen in the interest

evidenced in war magic (pp. 43-44), the weapons of war used by

them, the battle array and war astrology followed. The influence

of ancient India on South-east Asia was so complete and persist-
“ Majapahit warfare not only remained Hindu, but
to a contemporary Indian might have appeared strangely archaic”;
and this archaism continued even into the eighteenth century
(p. 55). In the fifth chapter the author describes .the warfarc? o.f
the Khmers and Chams. Except for certain traditional peculiari-
ties particularly in regard to attire and favourite weapo'ns, the
strong Indianisation common to both and the necessary give and
take among habitual opponents must have led through mutual
loans to a fairly homogenous art of war in both cases. To the
Khmers war was a religious sacrifice ; and both the Khmer.s and
the Chams followed the Indian precepts regarding the choice of
battle arrays. Single combats were very common. The last two
chapters deal with warfare in Siam and Burma. T.he author draws
largely from the Tamra P’ie’ di Séngk’ram or Treatise on art of war
for Siamese warfare and Glass Palace chronicle for Burman war-
fare. Certain interesting aspects about warfare among t%lem de-
serve mention. In both the countries forced conscription .vfras
followed. Considerable influence was exercised by superstition
and religion on warfare. Though the Siamese an<.:1 Burmans llcln.ew
the use of vyuha or battle array, it appears that in actual.ﬁg ting
they had little place though they were used for defensive pur-

d
i i f different vyuhas known to them an
The illustrations ot di oo e ogmahe d

ongk’ram and reproduced at
d useful.

ing that even

poses.
contained in the History of Java by
illustrations in the Ms. Tdmra Pie‘ai $
the end of the book are interesting an

~T. V. M.
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EARLY GANGAS OF TALAKAD: by Dr. S. Srikantha Sastri
(R. Hari Rao, 10-11, Cenotaph Road, Bangalore 2: 1952).
Price Rs. 2-8-0 or 5sh.

Of the two branches of the Gangas, the Western and the
Eastern, the former ruled over large parts ofmodern Mysore from
about the 4th to the 11th century A.D. from their capital at Tala-
kad. On the evidence of some spurious grants of the dynasty
Dr. Fleet thought years ago that the Ganga grants were generally
undependable and expressed grave doubts about the historicity
of the early members of the dynasty. But since then a number
of fresh Ganga grants have been discovered and they have ren-
dered a re-examination and revision of early Ganga history possi-
ble and necessary. One of them is the Hebbata (near Srinivasapur,
Kolar District) grant of king Durvinita which is edited by Dr.
Srikantha Sastri with valuable discussion, palaeographic chart of
specimen test letters and historical notes. The language of the
inscription is a ‘curious mixture’ of Sanskrit and old Kannada.
The author attempts the reconstruction of the history of the Ganga
dynasty from about 300 to 600 A.D. with the help of all the
Ganga records published till now and with special reference to
the Hebbata grant and the chronology of the important dynasties
of South India during the period. He rightly cdmes to the con-
clusion that “it is possible to accept some of the chronological data
found in early Ganga records as reliable in spite of slight differ-
ences, which apart {ronu other consideration need not invalidate
the charters’.

The author assigns Durvinita to the close of the fifth and the
beginning of the sixth century. (491-535 A.D.). But it appears
to be too early a date for him in view of the following reasons.
Chalukya Vikramaditya I, the grandson of Durvinita is said to
have restored his dynasty in 655 with the latter’s help. Further
it is generally taken that Bharavi was a contemporary of Pulakesin
I, Vishnuvardhana, Simhavishnu and Durvinita. Since all of
them were contemporaries, the last of them cannot be placed very
far before 600 B.C. Dr. Sastri suggests that Vishnuvardhana
whose court was visited by Bharavi was not Kubja Vishnuvar-
dhana, the brother of Pulakesin I but Vijayaditya who fought
with Trilochana Pallava. (p- 29). But the suggestion requires
further investigation. The author considers at some length the
religion of Durvinita and thinks that he was “ even a more staunch
upholder of Vedic dharma and it is highly improbable that he was
the disciple of Pijyapada.” (p. 45). He says that Durvinita fought
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against the Pallavas and Kadambas after 510, séme twenty years
after his accession. But the battle of Andari was fought by him
against the Pallavas even before his fourth regnal year. (MAR.,

1942 No. 31).

The last section ;n the booklet is devoted to a careful exami-
nation of the paleography, language and orthography of the g.rant.
At the end of the book is given a synchronistic table of the d1ffe.r-
ent dynasties that ruled over the different parts of South India
between 300 and 600 A.D. such as the Gangas, Kadambas, Punnadu
chiefs, Vakatakas, Pallavas, Chalukyas of Vatapi and the Eastern

Gangas. .
—T. V. M.
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