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THE TANJORE ORDINANCE

THE explanatory statement on the
. Tanjore Ordinance promulgated
by the C. R. Ministry last week, points
‘out that out of fear of land reforms
'several pattadars in the district “have
‘refused to renew lease agreements
‘with their usual tenants and displaced
them” and that the relations between
mirasdars and tenants have become
" strained in consequence. In order to
ease the strained relations the Ordi-
nance confers occupancy rights on
the tenants for a period of five years
and gives them several other privi-
leges. It is noteworthy that the
gravity of the Tanjore agrarian situ-
- ation was pressed on the notice of the
_ Government primarily by the Commu-
nists in the State legislature. The
- Communists pleaded for an ordinance,
~and the Chief Minister parried, plead-
ing that no ordinance could be issued
while the legislature. was in session.
This answer was interpreted by the
© Communists as an admission that the
ordinance of their pleading would be
forthcoming when the objection raised
by the Chief Minister ceased to be
. operative. And so it has turned out
to be. The publication of the Ordi-
nance has synchronised with the
termination of the session of the
- legislature.

The Communists cannot be blamed
" for appropriating the Ordinance, as
they have lost no time in doing, as a
feather in their cap. It is not in
Tanjore only that relations between
land-lords and tenants are unsatis-
factory. ‘They are unsatisfactory
practically throughout the State.
But whereas in Tanjore, the Commu-
nists have brought the prevalent
agrarian discontent well to the fore

through demonstrations in the loca-
lity, agitation in the press and
speeches in the legislature, no com-
parable service of like vigour and
virility was rendered to tenants else-
where by any other party. Had the
Chief Minister been a man of vision
he would have taken advantage of
Communist pressure to spread redress
over the whole tenantry in the State,
and not merely that section whose
difficulties have Dbeen particularly
brought to the limelight by the
Communists. But it is to be fear-
ed the Chief Minister is more
interested in scoring little debat-
ing points in forensic encounters
with his critics, and indulging in
piecemeal placations of the trouble-
some to purchase peace, than bent on
well-planned measures in consulta-
tion with the legislature for ensuring
substantial improvement in the
economic condition of sufferers in all
districts without discrimination. The
other day at the Tamil Festival he
deliberately went out of his way to
narrow down the sphere of his utility
by identifying himself with one parti-
cular warring unit in a controversy,
whereas it should have been his privi-
lege to act judicially and pacify
passions and not rouse belligerency by
playing the partisan. The adminis-
trative head of a multi-lingual State
can ill afford to identify himself too
exclusively with the battles of any of
its linguistic units against the others,
and when he does so he will be guilty
of using administrative power held in
trust for all in favour of one limited
favoured section. This is as undesira- .
ble a form of misappropriation of
power as any other, and those



succumbing to its lure will find their
prestige progressively diminishing,
however auspicious the start of their
careers.

With the Tanjore Ordinance, C. R.
has passed on the initiative in the
framing of agrarian policy to his
bitterly advertised public enemy No. 1,
the Communists. It is the Commu-
nists whom the tenants of Tanjore
will thank for the privileges accruing
to them under the Ordinance. Nor
will the Communists be slow to assimi-
late the lesson of their Tanjore
triumph. We shall witness a series of
intensified local agitations producing
glorified local chieftains to wrest
agrarian redress from the Chief

. ":’.;-_;;_;,'Wister and compel him into ordi-
"//" 'QWter ordinance to mock the
oo Q@e .sovereignty of the legislature

nctity of the democracy
which\ a "ysovereignty is incessantly

‘j alaya Government have
$pdéred the destruction of a whole
| de by way of punishment to the
““Inhabitants for failing to give infor-
_mation about the murder of a Govern-
ment official. Four years ago a state
of emergency was proclaimed in
Malaya and a campaign to round up
the .Communists began. In these
four years, even according to the
Singapore Correspondent of the
London Times who certainly cannot
be accused of pro-Communist bias,
7,700 people have been killed, and
thousands more wounded, tortured
and mutilated; extensive damage has
been inflicted on the country’s eco-
nomy; “entire communities have been
evacuated to facilitate military opera-
“tions and the lives of millions reduced
to a dreary existence by curfew, food
- eontrol and other regulations imping-
ing upon personal liberty.” Particu-
‘larly ‘since the advent of "General
Templer on the scene in the $pring of
11951, the. military offensive has been
stiffened and - Communist casualties

;.
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have further mounted up. Geners
Templer is generally compared withi;%
the late Marshal de Lattre de Tassigny ¢
of France and is credited with th?
same dramatic and pyrotechnic Per‘,;
sonality. He has now called on thé,
military headquarters to forego thell
Wednesday half-holidays and V€
more time to the duties of the cam~:
paign. Simultaneously with the fury.:
of redoubled military energy to hun’G"w
down the Communists, General Temp-
ler has been active with a programme 4

of agrarian and social reform to W00y 4

*
the people, in particular the Chineser}g{'
back from Communist influence w(,{
loyalty to the Government. Yet thé;
Communists seem to be as far from beé-
ing suppressed as ever. According 02
The Times Correspondent they are “3-,9'\‘l
strong as ever and apparently theréj
was an unlimited number of young
Malayans to fill the gaps in theif |
ranks. The reason for this seems 0
be that in the very fury of their cam‘“f
paign to put down the Communistsy
the British authorities have destroyedﬁ
the basis for free functioning of poli-&
tical parties with the result that now#
there is no alternative to Communis® 4
in Malaya except acceptance of theé:
colonial regime. In the atmospherey
¢f police and military supervision
surrounding the emergency reguld-:
tions it has become impossible 0%
find any new political party and
young men in Malaya are left with:;
only the Communist Party to attract3
them and absorb their energies-§
Poverty is generally supposed to b€ f
the main cause of mass support w;
Communism but Malaya is a materl*
ally prosperous country. The suré’
defence against Communism is resist- :
ance by a loyal people, but the loyalty
of the people shows no disposition 0
rally round an autocratic administrs~ §
tion, militarily ruthless. Hence it 13%
that we find Communism making the -
greatest advance just in those coun”’:
tries where the administrative drivé’
against it is most terrific. The Bri* ’
tish  Government, especially undef-
Mr. Churehill, have beeome & pack:s
number in the world'’s affairs as the¥

have signally failed to realise that
there can be no military solution to
the political and economic problems

created and released by elemental
forces like Communism and Nationa-
lism. :

Sotto Voce

THISTLES AND NETTLES

HE Chief Minister of Madras is an
old hand at Ordinance-fabrication.
When his friends gate-crashed into
the Meenakshi temple, regarding it as
a pious duty to hoodwink the authori-
ties in the interests of Harijan soul~-
saving, he loyally shielded them from
the wrath of the law. The new ethic
thus sown has sprouted like dragon’s
teeth. But the perfect cynicism that
has launched the Tanjore Ordinance
might have made even the “August
heroes” hold their breath. As for the
great tribunes of the people from
Surendranath to Sapru, who thun-
dered against the lawless laws o'f the
Britisher,—well, they are mercifully
dead.

. * * *

The Chief Minister, like an elderly
Corydon out to make a conquest of a
particularly frisky Phyllis, has been
paying court to Mr. Ramamurti with
.an anxious complaisance which others
not in the game found slightly ridi-
culous. The Communist spins a hair-
raising tale of evicted tenants and
starving families. “I do not ask f.or
justice; but in the name of humanity
I appeal for a slight ab.atemen't of
the tyranny of the Tanjore miras-
dar here and now.” And the Chief
Minister, touched by the moderation
and sweet reasonableness of his Enemy
No. 1, gushes with gratitude and makes
a sporting offer on the spot. .

* L4

With a sidelong look at the mysti-
fieq legislature he promises young
Phyllis that he will send the nagging
-0ld woman into a trance and then

they could have a2 romp together. And
the Communist is delighted, naturally,
to find that already, at the first preli-
minary flourish on his horn of
duplicity., the walls cf bourgeois
Jericho have developed a deep crack.
As for our sovereign legislature, it
may have thought that, in compari-
son with its sworn servant’s calm
proposal to usurp its function, young
Henry trying the crown on, as he
thought unobserved, when the old
king 1av dving, was a model of pro-
priety. But, if it did, it kept its
thoughts to itself and dutifully
inhaled the chloroform.
* *

Rajagopalachariar offers the agra-
rian economy of Tanjore a stout
hempen rope to hang itself with and
calls it the cord of unity. The Con-
gress fuehrers have harboured an age-
long grudge against the Tanjore mira-
sidar; the student of abnormal psycho-
logy will not find it difficult tc under-
stand this. When the Congress was
down and out the mirasidar filled its
coffers, gave it his vote, beat up mass
support_ for it—in a word helped it to
power and influence: and nobody
likes to be reminded of what he owes
to another. An even graver offence of
the mirasidar is that he has not easily
succumbed to the mass hypnosis by
which the Congress rules. -

*® * *

The Tanjore mirasidar is almost the
last remnant of the middle class in
this country. And totalitarianism has .
notoriously no affection for that his-
toric bulwark against tyranny. C. R.

b



In particular has long fixed his baleful
eye on this obstinately independent
class. Some years ago he prescribed
euthanasia for it. “Let the Govern-
ment take all Tanjore agricultural
land on lease and farm it direct: the
owner can live on his rents and devote
himself to soul-culture.” He no doubt
added softo voce, “In due course the
poor functionless thing will wither
away.” Starvation was too near a
reality for anybody to heed his siren
voice then. But at long last his op-
portunity has come.
* * *

The formula, conceived in ignorance
and developed with characteristic
lack of candour, is essentially simple.
Reduce rents, raise wages, increase
taxes, declare the mirasidar redun-
dant as well as obsolescent, and the

grateful kisan will see to it that Con- |

gress Raj lasts for ever.

The mirasi- |

dar, if he has any self-respect left '

in him, will hang himself on the
nearest tree.
pan out so nicely as all that; others,
particularly the Communist-Black-
Shirt axis, may have other plans for
the future. But the Congress, like
the Britisher in his last days, takes
refuge in the security provided by a
comfortably dense imagination. And
C. R. serene in the conviction of
having fended off Revolution, des-
cends on Tanjore to savour his
triumph as Caesar descended on Gaul.
* x *

But perhaps it will not |

But the tragic reality cannot be !

hidden in a mist of clever words. For
every tenant restored there will be a

tenant displaced; and hatred is far |
more purposive than gratitude. In :
villages where not a ripple of discon- .

tent was heard greed and
will  raise their hydra. heads. The
Revenue Courts will break down under
the avalanche of suits: the lawyers
recall with gratitude how C. R.s
thoughtful Debt Relief Act was 3 god-
send In a lean time. Having neither
cash nor credit the hodman turned
hereditary occupant will go abont his
:Vlgrl: with lratllll‘er more fecklessness

usual. he “granary of the
Soutt;” which has att%actedrythe des-
tructive envy of the carpet-bagger
may come to grow not only thistles-—

on which asses can ‘feed—but
nettles for a whip. also

VIGHNESWARA.
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FREEDOM OF THE PRESS

HE fight for freedom of expression

“is an unremitting struggle
against authority and at no stage and
under no conditions can the press, in
a free country, rest content with be-
ing a mouthpiece of the Government;
indeed, one may go so far as to say
that the natural function of the press
is to be in opposition, and the most
that can be conceded is that it is non-
party, bringing an unshackled atti-
tude to bear on the questions of the

day.
These reflections are peculiarly
relevant in a country which has

recently won freedom, in which strug-
gle the press has played no mean part.
The question is whether, in imitation
of the fighters for freedom who have
become persons of authority, the press
can afford to become, in practice, a
limb of Government, whatever the
past and however popular the Gov-
ernment.

The history of British journalism
is a pointer to correct conclusions.
The March of Journalism by Harold
Herd (Geoirge Allen & Unwin, 21sh.)
is a short but nevertheless adequately
documented account of the press in
Britain, and a perusal of the book
leaves one with a feeling of admira-
tion for the doughty champions of
free expression that have built up its
tradition. N

It is significant that authority has

always been against a free press, and
this criticism holds against authority
of every kind, whether it be a despo-
tic king or an elected minister. Dur-
ing the eighteenth and part of the
nineteenth centuries, practically
every other printer and editor appear
to have suffered imprisonment for
expressing views distasteful to the
Government of the day. This list of
village Hampdens is formidable. The
Government resorted to indirect influ-
ences through the post office. impo-
sition of stamp duties and the like,
but the press still forged ahead. “A
man had better make his son a tinker
than a printer”, said John Almon who
was several times prosecuted. “The
law of libel is unwritten, uncertain
and indefinable. It is sometimes what
the king or queen pleases. Sometimes
what the minister pleases; sometimes
what the Attorney-General pleases.”

There was one notorious series of
prosecutions in 1781 which resulted in
heavy punishments for six newspapers
which had published a single para-
graph that offended the Russian
ambassador. It is curious that the
press had to fight for the right to
report parliamentary proceedings, and
that the earlier opposition to a free
press came irom elected members of
Parliament who had attained to
power. It shows that an elected
Parliament and a democracy based on
popular franchise are not, ipso facto,
a guarantee of a free press, and that
the vigilance in favour of free expres-
sion has to be kept up whatever Gov-
ernment is in power. This is a lesson
that would bear repetition ad
nauseum. . ‘

In 1852 The Times in a leading arti-~
cle brought out this aspect of the
functions of a paper with a clarity
that still retains its freshness. -It
said: “The press lives by disclosures;
whatever passes into its Kkeeping
becomes a part of the knowledge and
history of our times; it is daily and
for ever appealing to the enlightened
force of public opinion—anticipating,
if possible, the march of events—
standing between the present and the
future, and extending its survey to
the horizon of the world. The states-
man’s duty is precisely the reverse. He
cautiously guards from the public eye
the information by which his actions
and opinions are regulated. He reser-
ves his judgment on passing events
till the last moment and then he
records it in obscure and conventional
language; he strictly confines himself,
if he be wise, to the practical interests

-of his own country or to those bearing

immediately upon it; he hazards no
rash surmises as to the future; and
he concentrates in his own transac-
tions all that power which the press
seeks to diffuse over the world. The
duty of the one is to speak; of the
other to be silent.”

In other words the press is not
necessarily free in a free country and
has to keep up a continuous fight for
its freedom. Another editorial in
1858 emphasizes the importance of
such freedom being complete and not
partial. “Liberty of thought and
speech is the very air which an Eng-



lishman breathes from his birth; he
could not understand living in ano-
ther atmosphere. Nor when you once
allow this liberty can you restrict the
range of its subjects. The principle
must have free exercise or it dies. It
would be fatal to say, ‘Discuss home
matters but not foreign ones.’ A press
so confined would lack the inspiration
of that universal sympathy which is
necessary to sustain its spirit.”

A third lesson is the need for dyna-
mics. The emergence of the Daily
Mail was a revolution. The new
journalism had a greater appeal, for
it dealt with a wider range of human
interests, instead of, as before, con-
fining information and commentary
to politics. With rigid conscientious-
‘ness newspapers continued to give the
public a heavy overdose of politics
every day and to neglect almost
entirely the lighter interests of life.
Typical would be a page report of a
speech headed simply with the name
of the politician making it.” It does
not alter the situation if the third
person is used instead of the first and
the quotation marks avoided.

Finally, the Royal Commission
which enquired into the finance, con-
trol, management and ownership of

amy '
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the press pointed out certain salutary
features of the British press. First
it is generally free from corruption;
second, the direct influence of adver-
tisers on the policy of newspapers IS
negligible; on the contrary the press
is alert to any such attempts by
advertisers and ready on all occasions
to repulse them; third, there is no-
thing approaching monopoly in the
press as a whole, the largest single
aggregation in one ownership ac-
counting only for 17.18 per cent;
fourth, in answer to the major ques-
tion ‘Do any other factors in the con-
trol, management or ownership of the
press or of the news agencies or any
external influences operating upon
those concerned in control, manage-
ment or ownership militate against
the free expression of opinion and the
accurate presentation of news?’, that
there was scope for improvement but
that ‘“we do not see the solution in
any form of State control of the press.
We prefer to seek the means of main-
taining the free expression of opinion
and the greatest practicable accuracy
in the presentation of news and gene~
rally, a proper relationship between
the press and society, primarily in the
press itself.”
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AN APPALLING LEGACY OF
THE PARTITION |

By A Special Correspondent

E have all heard the adage of the

law being an ass. It can some-
times be worse, and operate against
all the civilised values of which legal
process, contrasted to the supremacy
of brute force, is itself one.

Many in the South may not be
aware of what is perhaps the most
shocking instance, in India since free-
dom, of the letter of the law operat-
ing to the advantage and protection
of a criminal section of society. It is
the judgment of the East Punjab
High Court, last June, holding the
Abducted Women (Recovery and
Restoration) Act of 1949 to be un-
constitutional.

The South was left almost un-
touched by the communal savagery
which attended the country’s parti-
tion fhnd independence. Planned
abduction of women on a large scale
was part of this savagery. Muslim
women fleeing to Pakistan were
seized, violated and sold as chattel by
Hindus and Sikhs in the border pro-
vinces. Hindu women in Pakistan
territory were similarly subjected to
barbarous treatment by Muslims.

The thousands of women held by
abductors on either side of the border
were among the appalling legacies of
partition. The fate of the women
left behind was as poignant as the
condition of the destitute among the
refugees who managed to cross the
border alive. As soon as the chaos of
partition settled down to a semblance
of order the two Governments took
the obvious step of jointly organising
a search for the abducted women for
restoration to their relatives. The
Act of 1949 provided for the removal
of suspected victims in India to
camps where they were sought to be
restored to normalcy from their
abject, shock-ridden condition, and
given the option of going to Pakistan
to their relatives or returning to the
alleged abductor. Almost all, of
course, of the 16,836 women recovered
in India upto June 30, 1952, wished to
and were enabled to join their fami-
lies in Pakistan. In the same period

2

Pakistan recovered and restored 8,206
abducted women to India.

It was essential to remove the vic-
tims from their ‘homes’ if they were
at all to make their own choice, free
from the intimidation of the abductor
and the hostile atmosphere of the
surrounding community consisting of
his co-religionists. It was also neces-
sary to prohibit movement of the
women outside the camps, if they
were to be saved from re-abduction.
These steps could not be taken under
the ordinary law, which was why a
special Act was passed. But the Act
was drafted in the light of the Gov-
ernment of India Act of 1935, the
authorities expecting at the time that
the work of recovery would be com-
pleted before the new Constitution
came into force.

But the work has not proved easy,
and while many thousands have been
recovered by the Search Service
Bureau run by Shrimati Mridula
Sarabhai and her band of workers
under the auspices of the External.
Affairs Ministry, it is clear that there
are thousands more still in bondage.
Meanwhile the Constitution has come
into force, and certain men from
whose homes suspected victims were
removed have successfully invoked the
Fundamental Rights to invalidate the
Act and bring the work of recovery to
an end.

The East Punjab High Court held
that the Act was ‘ultra vires’ on the.
ground, among others, that it removed
the abducted woman’s right, guaran-
teed by Article 19 (1) (g) of the Con-
stitution, “to practise any profession,
or to carry on any occupation, trade
or business,” and that it did not con-
form to Article 22 which provides that
no person who is arrested shall be
detained beyond 24 hours without be-
ing produced before a magistrate. The
learned judges did not accept the con-
tention of Mr. Daphtary, counsel for
Government, that a suspected victim
of abduction removed from a suspect-
ed abductor’s home and taken to a
detention camp could not be treated



on a par with a person arrested and
detained to answer a criminal charge
or a civil demand.

The court’s decision may seem per-
verse to the lay man, and one does
not have to be a Pakistani to sympa-
thise with the comment of Dawn that
“Seldom in effect has judicial autho-
rity in any country claiming to be
civilised thus condoned the blackest
villiany and harboured the most
abandoned type of criminal....Per-
verse and outrageous are the words
for a logic under which women torn
forcibly and fraudulently from their
homes and relatives can be con-
strued as full-fledged citizens of the
land of their bondage and sorrow.”
But it is well to remember that the
making or unmaking of policies is
not the function c¢f courts. In the
words of Lord Macnaghten, quoted by
Justice Harnam Singh in the present
judgment, “A judicial tribunal has
nothing to do with the policy of any
Act which it may be called upon to
interpret. That may be a matter for
private judgment. The duty of the
court, and its only duty, is to expound
the language of the Act in accordance
with the settled rules of construc-
tion.”

The coming into force of the Con-
stitution has not affected the Evacuee
Property legislation, which also devi-
ates from the Fundamental Rights
provisions, since it has been placed on
the protected list of Acts in the Con-
stitution itself. The result is that
the ultimate restoration of property
to refugees remains possible, but not
the restoration of abducted women to
their rightful husbands or parents.

This situation cannot be blamed

either on the East Punjab High Court
or the Constitution, being merely the
result of the fact that the 1949 Act
was not put on the protected list. An
appeal against the High Court’s judg-
ment is pending with the Supreme
Court, but the judgment may only be
confirmed and in any case recovery
work cannot remain suspended in
India until a Supreme Court judg-
ment, while similar work continues in
Pakistan which has no new Constitu-
tion and Fundamental Rights. The
suspension of official recovery efforts
in India since June cannot but affect
the pace of the work in Pakistan.
The Government of India there-
fore decided last week to revive the
work by issuing an ordinance which
will be free from the legal defects of
the original Act. This is a decision
dictated by bare humanity. Buf
what shall we think of those, some
of them in high places, who wanted
the recovery work to remain ended
with the Act, and opposed the enact-
ment of new legislation? It was @
shock for me to find the editor of the
Hindustan Times permitting thg fol-
lowing to appear in the weekly ¢ ymn
by ‘Insaf’: ‘“The vast organisation
engaged in recovery work has a natu-
ral vested interest in the continuance
of the work on which Jakhs have been
spent and which provides employment
tc a large number of them and politj-
cal power and patronage in the hands
of a few.” There was more aboul
how, for the social workers of ‘fanatic
zeal’ to win the argument, “al
that was necessary was for the vas
Gestapo (not in the Nazi sense) 1«
arrange for a few affected parties

shed tears to melt the heart of tht
powers that be.”
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LITERARY TRADITIONS
IN INDIA

By KRISHNA

LTHOUGH it is generally known
A that ancient India hafi a deve-
loped literature, the continuity Oti
literary traditions, after the classllc?s
age was over and modern vernacu‘a
began to develop. is not always 1ea(—1
lised. Just as Spanish, Italian an

. French developed out of Latin stock,

guages of North India have
Zgglvelgnf;‘cl)m a Sanskrityic. stock and
the languages of the Peninsula from
a Dravidian origin, and are. today
different from each other 1n l‘téhe
diversity and wealth of jtheir lte-
P h details
is impossible to give herc _
Oflglistllll?s% rontinuous literary tradi-
tions but a bird’s eye view of the evo(-1
Tution of Hindi, Urdy, ‘Tarml hans
Malayalam literatures will _petr agf
convey something o_f.the vapedy o
India’s literary traditions. Hin 1&
Tamil have been chosen because U ej)é
are closest to ganskrit and the 'anmige
Dravidian language from which ¢
nunierous 1ANguages of tr}e North.and
the Peninsula are respectively den’xge'.
Urdu has been selecfced ‘because dl éf
the product of the mingling of in 1gc,es
nous Hindu traditions with 1pﬂuen s
which came from the Muslim W(l)rm
of the Near East. And Malaya is-
literature is the product of the lgrgVi_
fertilization of Sanskr‘ltlc and Dr vi-
dian influences and has s_ome in
resting features worth n‘otmg. i
The literature of Hin;h, whos% ellﬁi—
lects are spoken in Rajputana. India{
the United Provinces, _Ceptralf dia
and Bihar, has its beginning 1n i
lads and romantic tales datu‘lg‘ ack
to the seventh century. But 1:,;1 e as-
sical. phase Was reached WLft ine
devotional literature.of the fi ‘e% i
and sixteenth centuries. Thg pro et
of a deep and widely shared fa'ltlll:b r;
literature transcended all soCi& a
riers. Kabir was a weaver, Raidas :;1
shoe-maker, Dhanna a peasant,
Sadana a buvtcher, Sena a barber, Nam
Devs a tailor, Tulsidas 2 Brahmin
and Meera a princess.

This religious literature falls into

CHAITANYA

two categories: mystic and epic. Kabir
and Meera belong to the first tradi-
tion and Surdas and Tulsidas to the
second. Kabir called his own poetry
the Awry Flute, for its strains were
not of this earth. In intimate con-
tact with spiritual realities, his verse
synthesised Islam and Hinduism and
proclaimed the unity of God while
remaining homely and using similies
from common life. The succinct fina-
lity of his couplets have made pro-
verbs of many of them. The two
hundred lyrics of Meera show the
emotional absorption of Kabir’s intel-
lectual realisation of the deep yearn-
ing of the human soul for God. The
intensity of her verse often recalls
Sappho.

Coming to the epic tradition, blind
Surdas sang of Krishna in Braja-
bhasha, an exquisitely musical dialect.
In his affection for Krishna, the poet
forgot that he was a divine incarna-
tion and the most attractive quality
of his verse is its amorous tenderness,
which is at its finest when he des-
crives the pranks of the infant
Krishna and the love episodes of
Krishna and Radha. Of a different
temperament was Tulsidas, the devo-
tee of Rama, the other divine incar-
nation. Gifted with a keen sense of
humour, forceful and entertaining in
his dialogues, penetrating in his study
of human types, Tulsidas was a master
of narrative art, and handled short
and long Hindi inetres with superb
skill and appropriateness.

In spite of the patronage of Akbar,
Hindi literaturc declined during the
iater days cf the Moghul Empire and
its subseguent renaissance was a fruit
of the contact with the West. With
Maithili Saran Gupta, one of the most
revered of contemporary poets, who
has already celebrated his Golden
Jubliee, the reaction to the impact of
the West took the form of a roman-
tic nostalgia for the heroic past. This
lone survivor of the epic tradition was
however the first to use modernised
Hindi and to break away from archaic
diction and forms. A lofty idealism
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is the fundamental trait of his poetry,
which has again and again held up
the ideal of the unity of mankind.

Suryakant Tripathi Nirala, unlike
Gupta, has passed through many
phases. A classicist in his mytholo-
gical poems, a mystic who has stu-
died Hindu and Sufi traditions, a
romantic poet in his poems on the
strength and sweetness of human
sentiments, Nirala has today realised
his mission as the advocacy of a
humane socialist creed. His recent
-poetry, written in a simple and telling
style, occasionally displaying the
keen edge of satire, preaches no nar-
row party politics but draws its inspi-
ration from the deeper levels of
human nature, its need for compa-
nionship and its responsiveness to
pity.

The novel as an art form is a gift
from the West. After clumsy experi-
n}ents.in the bizarre, it came to matu-
n_ty with Prem Chand, who recalls
]I?lckens in the abundance of his crea-
tions. His characters belong to all
classes of society and his work has
caught the heady inspiration of the
fight for national liberation and
recorded many of its vicissitudes. In
contrast, the preoccupations of the
un_doubtedly brilliant writers like
Ja_unendra and Ila Chandra Joshi are
v&gth the problems raised by the indi-
vidual’s ego. But the intense sincerity
of writers like. Vatsyayana and Yash-
pal have brought them back to the
fold_ of the common people, to the
realisation that individuality is not
lo§t when one identifies one’s destiny
with that of society.

Probably no other two laneua i
the vyorld show such intimatge a%gxslilt;
as Hindi and Urdu. Since it develop-
ed out of the native spoken dialect
Urdu shares its stock of basic words
with Hindi. But while Hindi retained
the Sanskrit script, Urdu took over
the Arabic and for the further enrich-
ment o_f its vocabulary ang literary
fgrms it turned to the Muslim tradi-
tions of the Near East. Moghul
patronage explained this development
?xgclii;?r?a};, di’tt continues to be the

of distinguyi i
R of Musliiﬁls}]ed writers, both

The association with the life
courts seem to have a.rrest:edOf ?1'11:
development of the language in the
early days, for the beautiful shell of

12

lyrical and elegiac verse, taken over
from Persian poetry, often contained
no real personal experience. The
development of the mushaire, an
institution which resembled the
French salons of the seventeenth cen-
tury, further prevented vitalising con-
tacts. The mushairas were gatherings
of the refined, where poets recite
their flowery pieces and were applaud-
ed with decorum. Since recitation
was the mode of communication, the
poet had to rely upon felicity of
phrase and simplicity of thought if he
had to flourish. And though men liki
Wali and Mir Taqui Mir often striki
a personal note. for a strong lyrica
tradition we have to wait until tht
nineteenth century.

Urdu literature came of age with
Ghalib (1796-1865). A pleasure-loving
temperament caught in the mesh of
worldly troubles, Ghalib expressed
himself in a style which brings him
close to the English metaphysical
poets like John Donne. His pessi?
mism  and philosophical bias are
brought out by these verses:

“Before the seed was laid

And flesh encumbered my poor
soul, '

When all was naught but nothing-~
ness,

Then unto God was I in his ubi-
qauity.

+ living
But hymg now, a body circums-
cribed

His glory left behind in trailing
clouds

Existence lost me all, I am un-
done.”

But in his letters, which he
begmning_ of Urdu prosefnaékh;ub
reveals himself as a genial and lovable
personality. The style is simple and
forceful,. humour enlivens even sad
recollections and scattered among the
lettprs are literary appreciations
which reveal a keen eritical insight.

_Hali (1837-1914) marks the transi-
tion from the older and fully perso-
hal poetry to the modern mood which
Is intensely preoccupied with the

social milieu. He bro ‘
decline of Musli 0ods over- the

of woman to equality of status witk

‘man and satirises the social parasites:

“O holy man, all worldly goods

abjured

Would it were meet, abjure hypo-

crisy too!”
» * *

Sir Mohammed Igbal, who died in
1938. is the greatest writer Muslim
India has produced in recent years.
An intense awareness—of nature, of
contemporary society, of the move-
. ments of history—characterises his
writings, The power of the strong sun
of India and the might of its turbu-
lent rivers come to life in his poetry,
which is equally sensitive to nature
in her tranguil moments. But the
problems of contemporary life, and
especially the reconstruction of Islam
were his main preoccupations. He
noted the enormous rapidity with
which the world of Islam was spiri-
tually moving towards the West. He
saw nothing wrong in this as the
philosophers of Islam had in the past
also received inspiration from Greek
thought and had in turn inspired the
European renaissance. But he gave
the warning that the dazzling exferior
of European culture might arrest this
Dbrocess of assimilation and the true
inwardness of that culture might
never be reached. Igbal’s philosophy
of personality was derived from a
bositive reconstruction of the message
of Nietzsche. While Nietzsche or at
any rate his German interpreters
emphasized the great rights of the
Superman, Igbal stressed his greater
Obligation to society.

The Urdu poet of today has “other
uses for poetry than those over love”
as Faiz would say: Faiz’s vitriolic

Poems Mongrels and Ehsan Danish’s
-Labourer’s Child reveal the intense
social preoccupations of this new
poetry, whose most authentic voice is,
perhaps, Josh Malihabadi. Profoundly

conscious of the social maladjust-
ments from which incalculaple
human suffering takes its origin,

Josh’s poetry is charged with sorrow
but is not content with leaving the

“blame on God and fate. Its denuncia-

tion of misery as a calamity, resulting
from inhumanity and exploitation,
Provides it with a dynamic and social
Programme.

Tamil, the language of more than
eighteen million people living in the
State of Madras, dates back to the

highly developed Dravidian civiliza-
tion of pre-Aryan times. Its recorded
literature, which has been judged to
be “more polished than Greek and
more copious than Latin,” falls into
four main periods.

The early writings, often termed
the literature of the Academy, because
its entire mass of about 2,500 poems,
contributed by nearly 500 poets, was
written under the auspices of an aca-
demy of critics and scholars, belong to
the first millennium of the Christian
era. The bulk of these poems are
heroic pieces sung by minstrels in
panquet halls and they share the
twnultuous vitality of Norse sagas.
But there are also a few idylls of a
quieter tone, which throw light on
the arts and manners, the feasts and
festivals and the daily lives of the
people. But the greatest treasure of
this phase is the didactic verse of
Thiruvalluvar. Insvired by humanism,
its ethical precepts recognise the
justness of man’s desire for his por-
tion of worldly pleasures, while up-
holding the transcendental nature of
his ultimate destiny.

Close on four centuries of sluggish
‘iterary aclivity separate the period of
the Academy from the period of the
reign of the Pallavas, which saw the
most  gloricus development of this
civilization in commerce, colonial
expansion, art, poetry and architec-
ture. The Pallava age is the period
of devotional lyrics. The poets fall
into two groups, the Nayanars who
praised Lord Siva and the Alwars who
sang of Vishnu, among the greatest
of the latter being Perialwar and his
daughter Andal. Andal’s poetry
resembles in its intensity the best poe-
try of Catholic mysticism in Europe.

In the epic period that followed the
Pallava age, the expansicn of the
Tamil empire under Rajendra in the
eleventh century gave the impetus for
a revival of the early heroic tradition,
while the increasing contact with
Sanskrit culture shifted the accent
from the saga of heroes to the saga
of divine incarnations. Thus Kamban,
whose Remayana equals in greatness
the Sanskrit original of Valmiki,
sees in the stery of Rama loyalty to
the ideal of manliness and at the
same time the working of the divine
mission to establish justice on earth.,
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Ascetic treatises, preaching other-
worldliness, reflecting and further ac-
centuating the diminished vitality of
th('e people, bridge the gulf from the
epic age to the renaissance of the
mogern period, almost entirely the
fruit of the contact with the West.
Some idea of the influence of the
West can be gathered from the fact
phat Father Beschi, the Italian Jesuit
is acknowledged to be the father of
modern Tamil prose. In fashioning
out a prose for political and scientific
discussion, in the structure of the
shert story and the novel, the debt
to the West is incaleculable. It is in
the poetic tradition that continuity
with the past is still strong. The work
of  Pattinathar and Ramalinga
Swamigal recalls the devotional inten-
gity of the Nayanars and in the work
of the late Bharathi, the greatest
Tamil poet of the twentieth century,
the lofty ethical idealism of Thiru-
vall.uvar and the lyrical intensity of
Perialwar fuse with an intense love
for the country to yield a poetry
exalting the purer type of patriotism.

- Some very interesting features cha-
racterise the literature of Malayalam
tpe language of eleven and half mil-’
lion people inhabiting the western
coast of the Indian peninsula.
Though Dravidian in origin, Malaya-
lam has taken over the fuller alpha-
bgt of Sanskrit and the cross fertilisa-
tion of Tamilian and Sanskritic influ-
ences has yielded rich advantages for
theA language, especially in poetry
which now possesses the rhetoricai
complex metrical mould derived from
Sanskrit and the sensuous, lyrical
verse-forms of Tamil derivation,

Never was the n

which are actually sung as melodies.
Secondly, while the fountainheads of
the literatures of the other languages
are formed by devotional writings

here we find two great figures, t_he :

intensely devout Ezhuthachan, prais-
ing gods and god-like men and the

brilliant, sophisticated Nambiar, who

debunked gods and men with god-
like pretensions. Nambiar's legacy
has been an alert critical awareness
which prevented the growth of all
false enthusiasms. These people thus
escaped the dangers of cultural insu-
larity by learning not to take them-
selves too seriously and they haveé
made heroic efforts to keep in touch
with literary developments in other
regions in India and in forcign coufl”
tries. The fact that this part of Indid
has the highest record in education
has helped in this endeavour. We
find the most diverse influences &v
work here: the neurosis of Strindberg
and Baudelaire, the deep yearning
for peace of Maeterlinck, the warm
humanity of Li Tai Po and the rugged
manliness of Whitman. The critica
ability of the people guides the cor-
rect assimilation of these foreigi
influences and the renaissance
Kerala promises to be the most eclec-
tic and catholic of all the regional
gwakenings. Christianity and Islam
in this part of the world are as
ancient as the faiths themselves and
& process of synthesis has been ab
work through the slow centuries with
the result that today some of the best
critics of the Hindu devotional lite-
rature of the past are Christians and
profeundly moving pieces like Mary
Magdalene and Tree of Life of Calvary
have come from the pen of Hindus-
—Copyright—N.N.F.
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) eed for alert and vi

v gorously inde

é(;‘l::‘:}?.ll'lsm greater than today. In this age of urfcertainlt);endent
ling faith and moral evived

in delusive new forms, of e
has the urgent task of def
and keeping the conceptio
Press has mdny enemies,
critical friends, too. It ca

standards that
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nihilism—of old political heresies revived
vil masquerading as good—the journalist
ending the spiritual values of -civilization
n of freedom clear and untarnished. The
open and unavowed: it has many highly
nnot be taken for granted in the kind of
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ANOMALIES OF KASHMIR
POLICY

From A Correspondent

HE discussions that are now tak-

ing place in Geneva and the elu-
cidation that is offered by the Defence
Minister with reference to their scope
and especially his statement that it
will not be within the purview of the
Geneva Conference to deal with the
proceedings and the decision of the
Kashmir Censtituent Assembly must
give rise to many fundamental
searchings of the heart. It is true
that the work of the Kashmere Cons-
tituent Assembly enjoys the position
which, in the language of the law, is
called lig pendens. The undertaking
both by the Government of India and
by those who arc responsible for the
Kashmere administration that the ulti-
mate fate of Kashmere will be settlled
cnly by means of and after a plebis-
cite, renders the Constituent Assemply
itself a provisional and tentative
legislative organ and its decisions,
whatever they may be; will be sub-
ject to final revision. But whatever

- the theory may be, in practice, the

Constituent Assembly has arrogat.ed
to itself a supreme or soverelgn juris-
diction and the stwtement of the
Deputy Chief Minister in the Assembly
that Kachmere will never consent to
oceuny  the same position as the
Schedule B. Siates is only a pointer;
and above all, the forcible ejection of
the Ru'er and the choice of Sardari-
has in his place has set the seal on
the pretensions of the Constituent

.Assembply to be the sole and final

arbiter of the country’s destiny. It is
most unfortunate that the Govern-
ment of India did not use its influence
to prevent or at least postpone these
erucial decisions until aftgr the dispo-
sal of the plebiscite question.

Let us consider the facts fx:om a
detached and dispassionate point of
view. Before the Independence of
India was proclaimed there was a cer-
tain measure of what is called sove-
reignty which differed- from State !:o
State but which was admitted In
theory by the British Government
though often infringed in practice.
But Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru has un-

b rands.

equivocally declared himself against
all mcnarchical ideas and his views on
his subject are well known. Never-
theless, the Coneress Government not
only admitted but acted on the basis
of the Ruler’s sovereignty when they
accepted Maharaja Hari Singh’s ac-
cession to India. If the Maharaja
was not a sovereign and the aceredit-
ed representative of the State who
could deal with the fortunes and the
future of the State, such an accession
would be futile and by such an acces-

sion India could have gained no
vights. If the present trend of opi-
nion in the Xashmere Constituent

Assemply were the correct one, the
sovereignty of the people should have
heen invoked for bringing about such
~n accession and India would have no
vight to treat Kashmere as an integral
sort of this country without an
expression by the people, namely, by
-~ antecedent plebiscite.

What has now happened is that the
unfriends of India and the shrewd
advocates of Pakistan may and pro-
Lakly would argue that the Govern-
ment of India took advantage of a
*~oal doctrine, namely, the sovereignty
of the Ruler of Kashmere for the pur-
vose of procuring an accession because
they were then afraid of the results
of a plebiscite. Having procured that
accession, there is no getting rid of
the person whom they used as an
agent for the purpose and they are,
by means of the resolutions of the
Constituent Assembly and the pre-
sence of their army, persuading or
intimidating the people of Kashmere
to give a plebiscite in their favour,
such a plebiscite being founded on the
theory that the sovereign alone can
dispose of the fate of the country.
It is a thousand pities that these ano-
madlies and inconsistencies did not
present themselves to the authorities
in Delhi and that they did not per-
suade an impulsive and over-enthu-
siastic person like Sheikh Abdullah
to await the results of the plebiscite
before abolishing monarchy.
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Sri C. Rajagopalachari,

the public in ¢

own thoughts. “It is

VERY form of art reveals a sym-
bol of beauty. The symbol
is the outcome ‘of a sincere
search and hard labour. The search
_ is initiated by & strong emotion which
is always in urgent need of satisfying
‘a purpose. The purpose aims at 2
‘serious project which is a revelation
of truth, I mean the truth that under-
lies the created form, it is the inherent
quality. The difficult task of search,
discovery and release i not accom-
plished withouf effort but we often
eome across such an expression as
“effortless execution”.  Ubually it
comes from the pen of over enthusi-
_astic connoisseurs or critics in the
‘making. The expression Is intended
to.lay emphasis on mastery of tech-
‘nique. However - well meaning the
remark might be, it looses its objec-
tive and value if false understanding
‘sits on judgment and explanation. It
{8 so indeed when self-constituted
‘erities become desperately ambitious
to be artistically bent and-intellectu-
lly arbitrary. '
The expression «effortless” is appli-
table only . to technique ' because
echnidue “stands for & language
which is the vehicle that conveys the

~/

load, the 'distance and the ‘time
%, required to cover the destination have

! '

t the new order,

xpression. - In the circumstances the

b0 be adjusted according to the capa-
to ’_say.'thét many’

" know ‘which part of.3

ART OF SREEMATI DEVI

TRIBUTES BY C. R. AND ROY CHOWDHURI

. Chief Minister, Madras, opened an
exhibition of the paintings of Miss Y. G. Srimati at the Museum
Theatre last Sunday. SriDevi prasad Roy Chowdhuri, Princi-
pal of the School of Arts, introduced the work of the artist to
felicitous speech.

After Sri Chowdhuri hac spoken,
complimented him on his speeck and said
a very rare thing
added, “but today I am in the position of being able to say that
I endorse everything he said. He has today given you an
example of how one should express himself
any kind of inhibition or fear or
 F . speech not merely to be heard with the ear but one to be read

3 over again with the eye and the mind.” :

Taking the Chief Minister at his

the full text of Sri Devi Prasad Roy

the Chief Minister
he had expressed his
for me to say so,” he

truthfully without

flattery whatsoever. Hid isa

word, we reproduce below
Chowdhury’s address: -

painting is called technique, how the
one is distinct from the other, or why
a particular treatment is necessary
for a particular theme. Let us com-
pare this aspect with the language we
use every day for our exchange of
thoughts. The language of our dally
use has also its different stages which
convey meaning according . to- the
capacity of an individual’s knowledge
and power of pressing his point of
view. For instance, a child’s thought
"and expression will be different from
that of an adult and the adult who
has cultivated language to be intel-
ligible on an intellectual level will be
different from an adult who had not,
had the benefit of education in this
direction. Therefore the understand-
ing of language and what purpose it is
going to serve is desirable before an
analysis is indulged in. But the cur-
rent of the day has swept away this
common sense.

I presume this unfortunate condi-
tion has come to stay on account of a
gudden rush for guick cultural attain-
ment. In consequence of which, the
enthustasts of the class I have men-
tioned find no time or pafience to
study how a picture is made. The in-
difference towards proper understand-
ing of values does not count much 80
long ‘as sonie quotations from any
“article on the modern trend of art
find a place in their so-called learned

-treatises. : ‘ L
(- Criticlsm, as 1 understand it, in its
true sense, is an interpretation of.
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facts as they exist in the patterns,
with such suggestions as would be
constructive and would be helpful for
8 progressive outlook and not merely
supporting a propaganda just because
it happens to be g raging fashion of
the day. To get at the correct attitude

one has to be prepared to face labour
and limit expression to the capacity of
one’s knowledge. But labour and
knowledge do net 80 well where a

Juick survey has to ke made on im-
pressions which are gained superfici-
ally to meet the demands of the press
as otherwise their news value is lost.
So haste takes the place of speed and
the result is frustration.

Sense of responsibility under such
circumstances is considerably reduced,
if not completely disowned. The con-
sequence is a catastrophe as I have
already said. Either the artist is
boosted up to a dizzy height just to
collapse for want of stamina to fit in
with the honour thrust upon him, or
he is condemned by a sweeping remark
which effectively crushes his work
that might have faken months or
years to complete. The wrong thus
done in both the cases gets no chance
for a fair trial because of the culti-
vated indifference and lack of interest
of the public. It is strange that even
a cricket or a hockey player is privi-
leged to defend himself if such a situ-
ation arose, but, alas, the artist who
feels for the masses and speaks on
their behalf is left at the mercy of
these irresponsible critics. This, in
spite of the fact that telling stories
of the joys and sorrows of life through
the medium of art lends no little ser-
vice to the understanding of Huma-
nity. Therefore we cannot but accept
the artist’s contribution as a great as-

8et that reinforces the strength of the .

pillars on which grows the structure
of civilisation. Despite this fact, he
remains a condemned being and the
pursuit of his religion is considered to
be an extravagance in Tuxury.

It has not come to the light yet,
that the vocation of an artist is noth-~
Ing short of a sadhana, a ybga for
which every bit of energy has'to be
harnessed. and concentration accentu-
ated often to, meet failures which
succeed each other to lead to the
path of success. 'The- path 'goes
beyond - from - one - destingtion to
another --and- 50, on :continues ' the
S m: ' il L '."‘.‘ 3

Gy e v e e

- ceits. -

" not ‘arise,
-ignorance when it iy bn:'z

these artists excite The works o
'account of & following made by fire:

search. It is something like swime
ming in the midst of an immeasurable
ocean.  Approaching the shoré
remains only a hope. ' !

We can conclude from this that the
genius in this sphere is not born, bul
he is made as the result of hard strug-
gle. As such, what appears to by
effortless or simple on the surface, i8
really a concealment of labour and
complications. ~Simplicity also in i3
Hlusive presentation is nothing other
than a sum total of complicationsd
which is most intriguing. The illu-
sive effect is the outcome of a seriou
thinking to avoid a clash between the
unwanted and the indispensable; eack
of which is arrogant and insists of
staying on in a disorderly manner. T¢
establish harmony in such an atmos-

Phere, requires a thorough grip of
the subject, )

The principle is not confined to pic:
ture making alone, but it also applie!
to sculpture, literat‘ure, musie, danc:
ing and architecture. Each of th
creative arts has.a composition of it
own. And in each sphere the arran
gement s condensed to the Dbari
essential by eliminating the jarring
elements. Otherwise the disturbins
factors do create a discord which i
not the funetion of apt since ar
stands for harmony ande joy.

A well arranged pattern therefor
cannot be accomplished by a begin:
ner, or those who-delight in reckles
experiments for a successful chaog
The care-free attempts of a beginnet
-I do not mean the innocent child, bu
the experienced grown-up, have a ten
dency to be carried away by th
strong emotion which stresses all im
portance to the subject without con:
sidering how the contents of the sub
ject will have to be revealed, Ther
is again the boosted one.who take
for granted that He' is, axi'artist. H
Is a menace to the tguse of progres,
since his belief leads' to a. convictior
and the convictlen: begets contagio
‘Which adds. to the number:-of con

In, . 'the circumbtances th
question of & reference ta the facts o
hature .which cah tell the truth doe;

ce relflance on truti
cure. They thrive . "ot
hence folh

threatens a

is taken as  wisdom.

eurfosity, . ox

" rance is her stimulating force.

baganda just because their achieve-
ment is a challenge to the convention,
or because it is something queer. The
DProject has a vested interest which is
an exploitation of the artists on the
one side and self-glorification of the
interested on the other.

The whole question cut short would
mean that one must know where to
stop. This is where discipline comes
in, which is subjected to severe res-
trictions imposed by the medium and
also the limitations of personal expe-
rience. But discipline anq sadhana
have been done away with by the
fanatic domination of unassimilated
modernism borrowed from the West
in order to make simplicity an easy
affair. No doubt, the objective has
been gained since the pictures cc;;n(—i
posed by cubes and cones or so-ca ted
dashing strokes create complicate
puzzles, and the puzzles are placed or;
such an intellectual plane or abstracd
themes as could be hardly \mderstood
even by one who is prepared to GXtegw
a liberal attitude towards the n
movement. Whatever sort of §ymgﬁ;
thy one may wish to extend, in s
respect, the reactions of truth ?:clh
falsehood remain opposed to eable
ather, that is to say, a puzzle capr le
of giving a headache can nevg_ o
converted into & picture that radia

0y. '

’ in this tumult of life wherte ;_)(r);;ilg
is eclipsed by vanity and has oew%l ins
gimless speed to arrive at n € in,
one feels a great relief to commati
contact with the works of Sreets .
Devi. She has all the best asse

will. Pati-
grow and I do hope she | perseve-

ence is her main nold and Seve-

ities that
i ith these rare qual;tles
ggle:rtgz must possess, she ha!s stl;g
gift to take any amount of pa noﬁ_
satisfy her . missiont :Znhldcsh alridn;up-
religious
;3§§gd bgy conventions of traditional
technigne.- = ‘o the
d to say that despite !
prisle:::e,g}gf - the strong sentimental

_ aspect of -religion Sreemati Devi has

‘ the

ed- 2y due attention to
nozt?rggght%‘p't];a‘ lated her subjet;.:
Ix;?éttet”ihtoj ‘s visual - form. It s
indedd & difieult performance as one
18’ ?ﬁd e carited away by the devo
2] aspect which often ignores the

. that L“;@p ) ;iorm‘ )

beautiful can give. It would not be
out of place if I mention that out of
millions who visit temples very few
see the beauty of the shrine. Beauty,
as such, needs entirely a different
approach which may be associated
with Bhakthi but absolute Bhakthi
does not depend on this form or th_at
to meet its objective, since the guahj:y
of the form to be worshipped is built
up in imagination which WOl}l@ work
even if the form were not visible; or
devoid of aesthetic appeal.

chosen wash and tempera
assrlrllgrhfansedium for t1‘§e _executlon of
her works. The effect is mﬂ}lencedtgy
the Rajput, Moghul ar}d AJam:,a, e
last being the dominating one in res-

heme as
ect of form and colour sc

I\Jvell. The atrangemept of qolours
has a musical quality. It is no

]

7 t' it should have been Iso,
gg(;cfg‘e,t?f my opinion, he? musical
attainment excels her graphic expres-
sions. It is due to the fact that tpe
form of art created by the. artist
would reflect on her whole heing.

oming back to the arrangement of
coﬁmr, Igshould say it is sober andha
source of relief to the eyes and t
mind when contrasted with the ef_fec
produced by the ultga—modermsts.
The colours of their choice are hardly
good to their neighbours. They are
restless and scream till they shake
your healthy nerves a:nd force them
to succumb to a physical pain.

eemati Devi could’ %xave been
eaSirly recognised-as a genius for the
amount of pains she takes to see the
minutest details carried out in order,
and the arrangements of the compo-
sition balanced tc the best of her
knowledge.

But details too have their dange-
rous elements since all of them do
not make for profit unless th_ey are
fiitered. This is where a scientific
training is required but_ she could not
go through rigid discipline for not be-
ing able to work under a master.
She is entirely self-faught and
extremely shy. This modesty pre-
_vented her from exhibiting her works
before the public earlier. But for the
‘gentle and continuous pursuasion of
her brother, Mr. Duraiswamy, this
exhibition would not have been possi-
ble.



LIFE WITH AN ARTIST

By Mrs. ROY CHOWDHURI

BEFORE I start recounting how I

learnt the lesson of living with an
artist, I feel it incumbent to tell of
the making of the man who educated
me on this line.

Sri Deviprosad Roy Chowdhury to
whom my thanks are due spent his
childhcod in the midst of immense
luxury. Both his parents descended
from old zamindars of Bengal. His
mother was the only daughter of the
Late Maharajah of Tajhat—(Rang-
pur) and was for a long time the only
child of the Maharajah. Her parents
therefore doted on her and even after
her marriage she spent the greater
-part of the year at Tajhat. The
story runs that a special pool was
made for her to swim and play with
gold mohars.

Such was the atmosphere in which
the child Deviprosad’s character was
moulded. It is no wonder therefore
that he learnt to command from the
age when other children were taught
to obey. Later this quality developed
into a part of his nature.

His fnclination towards art showed
its signs from a very early age but it
received no encouragement from the
family.

The Durga Puja used to be celeb-
rated with great pomp at Tajhat.
Arrangements were made for all sorts
of amusements and crowds of people
from different village flocked in to
take part in the festival. The spa-
cious compound of the Maharaja’s
huge building used to be studded with
tents for circus company, theatres,
dancers, musicians, magicians, ete.
Little Deviprosad wandered from tent
to tent but the one who attracted his
attention most was the artisan who
gave shape and colour to the goddess

Durga. Untiringly he sat - and
watched. The artisan’s vanity  was
touched by finding such a keen

adinirer of his skill and he gave the
boy somie clay to play with. Devi-
,prosad’s heart bounced up with joy.
His fingers were. itching for this

‘ opportunity. As soon as the workman
“left the place for his midday rest the-

‘Roy, staried_on i

Y

experiments. He

- consequences?

 being,

modelled a cobra and left it at the
back of the idol. When the artisam
came back to his work and found the
venemous reptile ready for a bite, he
screamed for help. Though he was
ashamed when he discovered his mis-
take, he was pleased with the work~
manship of the child artist and con-
gratulated him unstintedly.

Deviprosad’s paternal grandfather
was a great scholar in Sanskrit. When
Deviprosad was sent to school, he
became the leader of g gang. The
routine work of the school made no
impression in this child of nature. He
grunted and sweated under the pres-
sure of its weary life. He found no
joy in the books that were prescribed.
Some sort of diversion was therefore
absclutely necessary for him and he
found that in mischief of all sorts.
He put marbles under the legs of the
chair of his class teacher but was near
by to save him from a fall. He tied

. & grasshopper with the shikha (tuft

of hair) of his pundit while he was
dozing. He made it a point to occupy
a seat at the back bench where he
kept some wet clay in strict conceal-
ment. According to the fancy of the
moment he would select one or other
from the class as his model, no mat-
ter whether he was a teacher or &

student and make a study of his head
accentuating the pecullarities of his,

features while the lesson was in full
swing. None of his class mates dared
expose his secret. Who would dare
to risk his displeasure and bear the
One day Deviprosad
became 80 absorbed in his ‘work on the
clay that he did ngt notice the
approach of his tutor watil he stood
beside him. The master stared at'‘the
clay model of his own Image and then
locked daggers at the artist. The

subdued noise of choked . laughter’

emerged from all parts ‘of the room.

This increased the irritation of the

teacher and he resolved to0.teach the
culprit a '

‘misdeed. As a rule, the headmaster .
the Chief Jostice In this.
serious . cases.’ But . gk

acted as
sort of
favoured our little artist fop-

The . headmegher, g

iabeid

good lesson for his: daring -

his room. The case therefore had to

" be postponed for some future hearing.

the meanwhile the boy realized
that it would no more be possible for
Im to continue with his creative

hobby within the four walls of his

_class room. Under the circumstances
he decided to depend on his instinct

“for guidance, in other words, ‘he
. Tesolved to evade the institution which

failed to instil any interest in him.
He chose the Wellington Square which
was just a stone’s throw from his
8chool, as his favourite haunt. Here,

/Under the shade of a tree he model-
"led and remodelled all sorts of birds

and beasts to his heart’s content.
This attracted quite a large crowd.
heir number increased every day.

.The little artist was happy and proud.

ith so many spectators at his side
he felt himself important. But alas,
Such happiness could not continue
Tor long. The bribe that he gave to

he gate keeper was not sufficient .to
keep him quiet for an indefinite
Period of time. The incident was
Teported to the headmaster and the
delinquent was summoned to appear
before the judge. Another case of
Serious offence was added to the
already existing one. Naturally the
Punishment could not be expected to
be a light one. After being whipped
to the satisfaction of the judge and

e jury he was ordered to stand on
4 bench in the open terrace for one
whole week during the tiffin period.

e aristocrat in Deviprosad revolted
#gainst this humiliation. He was on
the lookout for an opportunity ktg
make good his escape. He knocke
the watchman down during an un-
guarded moment and hefore the fel-
low could recover from the shock he
fled from the vicinity of his prison
‘house ‘determined never to return
again.

A few days after this incident, Devi-
brOSa?i's (;a{her received a letter fro;n
the authorities of the school regret-
tirig their inability to take the respt;);l-
sibility of such an unmanageable t hy;
He called his son, showed him e
letter and then followed a pglicy ((:)h
non-cooperation.. This prove ul;ljllh_
more effective §han any severe punis ;
ment, The boy felt so dejected si\
such ' f{restment . from . his. ~detag'{
heloved Babujl, as he called him, d:e ,
4¢hjs qwn secord he, went to:hls al
ik, the - proposal of . Joining some

select . thelr booka;:

er school. Forthwith he was
ggrlnitted into the South Suburba‘n
School of Bhawanipore. For a consi-
derable period of time I{e‘remained a
changed person. The spirit of compe-
tition and the new atmosphe;e gave
him an impetus to study and in spxpe
of his special aversion for certaxp
subjects he managed to secure his
promotion from class to class till he
reached the Matric, suppose_d to be
the gateway to the uqurs_lty, But
the monotony of the school life made
him reckless at times. H{a felt that
he needed a change. He discovered a
small circus company very near thg
school, spoke to the manager, pleas.et
him by his cycle tricks and got _admlh -
ted there to act as a clown with tthe
remuneration of Rs. 30' per m?n .
His reputation as a circus p agsé'
spread so rapidly that to save d
skin as well as his good name he h;‘
to resign,the posi:f and revert to b's

lar student life.
reg:zing upto mischief is perhaps a
part of the life of a student. speci-

if he is a boy.
?}lxlg 1bfo?rs of Dex}riprosad’s group weﬁ‘e
detained by the teacher of the
optional class. This of course W;S
not appreciated by the st}lden k
They were aware of the teacher’s wea1
point, he could not teach effectively
unless the door of the class room was
shut. A propcsal came from snge
where to unhinge the door of

One particular day .

class room and was carried unani-

it? The
ly. But who should do 3t. ’
(I)?S;S gapable person was t%ing;%szi
umped at the suggesil ‘
?:fej condition only—that the otg«lar'
boys would be on guatx;d‘ rtlzegi\}% . ite
danger signal if there be e work'
wvas agreed upon ai e
:Lgirste‘d. But when aftgxl'y lrz)zitgg
i his job he prou
ggésélc;n%owarcgs his colleagues there
was not one to be seen. As he was

going down b

e came in close contact .

/

with the most ferpcious of . teachers, '

i ir

tant headmaster, at the sta
gl;:efa.ssése realised at once the gage
of the sudden e?i,sappg:.rapce;o the
ds from their posts. . . .
guﬁf spite of no definite proof agai;l],::
him Deviprosad was marked as ibe

culprit. There

Hbrary to.pay.the peé
&Oésth:he time. wheg;% "

was none 50 daring -
. and strong as. he.




crowded with students and teachers,
When Deviprosad entered, all eyes
were turned towards him. He was
ordered to streteh hig hand, and swish
went the whip, once, twice, thrice.
Streaks of red lines were Visible on his
palm. He bit his lip but did not with-
draw his hand. When blood oozed
out from the wound, the teacher took
compassion and ordered for the first
aid box. Deviprosad declined to
accept the offer of help with a short
“thanks, not necessary.” A hitter
smile lingered on ° his  lins. He
ordered the peon to bring his books
down from his class room. It was a
command meant to be obeyed and the
peon did as he was bid. In the pre-
sence of a dumbstruck audience he
made a bonfire of his books and then
marched off bidding a final goodbye to
his school life.

He confessed everything to his
father when he arrived at home and
said he had decided to take up art
seriously. His father heaved g sigh
but did not like to hamper the career
of a grown up boy by forcing his own
convictions on him.

His grandfather on the other hand
was unforgiving, when he learned
that a member of his family had
decided to become g professional
artist. This was beyond the family
tradition! His relatives from both
sides rose up in arms ‘against the
idea. But the boy was firm in his
resolution. The father was expected
to sever all connection with the son
for lowering the prestige of his family.

They' miscalculated the ties of
aflection between the two. The result

N
-l

progress. Soon his pictures found 8 :
place in the art exhibitions and won

the best prizes. But Deviprosad was :

ot content. Something was oppress- -
Ing his mind. He discovered the gulf -

that separated the art of the Wesb

from that of the East. He had learnt
remain -

phe technique of one, why
18norant about the other? He must
master the science of the Western arb
as well,
of a guru and found one in Mr. Boy2,
an Italian master, under whom he -
learnt art for about three years. To
blease the master and assimilate hiS

technique no- work was too mean for ¢

this seeker of knowledge—from clean-
Ing the guru’s brushes to sweeping his -
room. After he had completed his

course and. wag painting pictures in -

Western styles in his own quarters,
one day he felt the desire to present
one of his works to his teacher, Bub
when he went to the premises of his

master, he found the door locked., It .

hurt his sensitive mind to learn that
the Italian had left India for good
without even saying goodbye to his
pupil.

Deviprosad’s search for learning
still remained unsatisfied. He felt
there was yet another sphere which
he had not touched. The image of
the artisan whom he imitated in his
childhood came back to his mind’s
€ye. Once more he was in need of &
Buru and he found one in Sri Hiron-
moy Roy Chowdhury of Lucknow.
This gentleman not only knew how t0
guide his pupil but was also gifted .
with the rare quality of appreciating
a fellow artist to the extent of admit-
ting his superiority even though the:

Once more he was in search

Ing more to learn from me.” The
Portrait which he executed while still
8 student was later published in the
Studio (London) and was acclaimed as

.8 very fine piece of work in sculpture.

As  Deviprosad progressed in the
Study of sculpture, his struggle for
Xistence became harder. Both his
and his father’s allowances were
Stopped by his unsympathetic grand
Parent. ¥He would not have borne this
Injustice meekly had it not been for
his father. His mother he had lost.
It pained him to sce his father suffer
for his sake. He started selling his
Pictures like a hawker. But there was
Very little demand for such works of
art at that time. The amount that
It fetcheq was not enough to fill two

ungry stomachs. He must secure a
Permanent job somehow, which would
8lve him a stable income. After a
long search he got the job of an
assistant (colour grinder) to a scene

Painter with the meagre remunera-

tion of Rs. 75 per month. But when
€ scene painter founq that lrué

assistant was more skilled in the wor
an he himself he got nervous and

Managed to secure his dismissal under

Some pretext. .

~ The spirit of the young artist was

"ot to phe curbed by these adversities.

He haq faith in his own ability and
“;?S determined to succeed in his
Chosen path. .
The late Sri Ashutosh Mukherjee
Was then Vice Chancellor of the

Caleutta University. He went to him
“8nd  pegged for the job of a drill

Master, or any other post of that type
In some school. The great scholar

he said “you want the job of a scéxf;)ttﬁ
master? Have you O tier this &
r people?” or .
ﬁggwinlg) master;s‘tpgst wg%s cré:ltgclit t1;1
Mitra Institution C \
Ex?lfere Sri Deviprosad Wwas mitoallzcri
with the small pittance of Rs. p

‘month.

is friends of whom I ha}ve
ofgézohfa?dsmy husband spengw1§§1
tender gratefulness arecigttefjee'
Chatterji and Sri Asoke o Chat-’
the two sons of Sr.i Ramana;ln s Chat
terji, the late Editor O,f the dern
Revi,ew. These two brodl_ers ?é)p el
o Devi;go:iartlc; ?lfrxlxg c;ilflgcjlt period
im du ; )
Eelpi)iglchasing his plC@u}'es, ﬁlﬁﬁ:ﬂ%
y ers for them and giving p,u. ity
Eél 3;ﬁs works. With the artist sfm o
mitable will and the help os s
friends and admirers, llflea:’aone n
able to establish himse 15 O ool
the leading young artists 0! Benga’
and created a demand fordhls % Sy
in the art loving w01:1 . Thoues
all, yet with a steady incom e
§m rﬁand he was able tp buyk the
wnzzssary equipment for his wor. .'ved
niecctures began to sell and he .iecelms
grders for painting portrailzos'about
erage income soon rose abous
%v 500 per month. It was at ihis
:fiod that Sri Deviprosad wals;elrc]ame
g ed into our family. When game
and tood on the threshold © >
gmd > Ohe looked more 1§ke a SO dzelt-
o a struggling artist. I m;?s
;}cliilnit that I was imﬁaie?i%dng{ i
u s .
nmnlyti(s;gructguere gsgulgiar traits m.éu:
t?ml;gcter—Over frank, over .i;nmt hvis
g.nd overbearing. It was Wi

looked at him with surprise. “Don’t

was that both father and son were You belong to the Chowdhury family

treated as- untouchables by their
beaple. Undaunted the boy marched
forward towards his goal. Like Eka-
lavya of the epic Deviprosad chose his
guru before he had the opportunity of
meeting him. One fine morning he
took courage and went straight to the
residence of the late Abinendranath
Tagore, who had given a new Impetus
to art and artists. The impatient boy
waited patiently before he could get
the chance of a regular interview.
Abinendranath wag evidently impres-
sed by the.specimens of hig work, for

destiny. I
t Fate sealed my

Tr}asxl rtgiried to Sri Dev1pros%d 1?203
éﬁowdhury on the 27th of Feb. .

Person in question was his own pupil.

When Deviprosad felt he had acquired . of Bh nipore,” he asked, and when
sufficient knowledge in _the science of awanipore,

the artist answered in the affirmative
sculpture he ventured to make & € artist pative

study of his father's head His. - e — [ Tl e V“Jﬂ”rdi;"
mother thoroughly disapproved of the PATR ubu’s

WOTk. “Does your «father look like '
“BALASANJEEVINI

that” she asked, and then added “Tf
looks as if the burden of the whole
JF EN Disorcers
+ . Best Remedy for Infantile LIVER & SE.’LI: EN
o For free advice consult :

world is on his shoul¥ers.. Could you
DR. PILLA PAPIAH PATRUDU & BROS,

ooOm»

~

not portray him in g brighter mood?”.
The sensitive temperament of* the
artist - could not bear thig .ruthless
criticism. He threw the head down

1 from its pedestal. A few gays after ‘ -4, Phone: 85254
he allowed Deviprosad to enlist him-  this his guru came and saw t{xz head 19, South Mada St., Mylapore, MADRAS
. 8elf as one of his disciples. CGetting ' - which was still lying orf the floor. 1s ' - Branch :

- ‘lnsplrations from his grest guru the that your work, my boy? he asked and ‘ B il East St, KUMBAKONAM. _ l
.y ¥oung artist began to' make rapld: added, “In. that ¢ase you have Aothe %, Sarangapani Kol Stamps for Free Advice) \
:fm'm“;s\ g e , td ""b.*‘\?ﬁ;ff"‘ RS T W (Enclose 2 Aunas ,
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3& THE SECOND MARRIAGE

gw&\%‘gﬁé@é‘ﬁéwﬁ By “ Viswamitra® 2 ..}

I wonder if you know. the distriet of
Tanjore, in the south, where the
canals thread their way like the lines
on a man’s hand, and the evenings
are redolent with the scent of the rice
fields. When the rice is formed the
fields turn from green to yellow and
they bend with the slightest breeze.
The inhabitants of the district are
full of wit and eynical refinement,
and enjoy the subtle' cruelties and
cheatings that they practice on one
another and are so exclusive that they
refer to the denizens of Trichinopoly,
about thirty miles away, as “south-
erners”. The typical product of the
district is the landholder, well fed,
with a palate capable of detecting
micromatic excesses or deficiencies of
this or that ingredient; well dressed,
in a glaring fashion in a dhoti of
black and lace peacock-eye border,
and when at home, using a diamond
thread towel as a large handkerchief ;
in debt, as a rule. but leaving the
worry of repayment to the creditor;
using ‘morality as a convenient and
generally accepted pose and appreci-
ating the social necessity of conceal-
ing vice at least as much as the green
fruit is hidden by the green leaf on
the tree; with a broad appreciation of
the ridiculous, and of sarcastic talk
that normally commenced with - a
vulgar exclamation that had lost its
sting and significance by dint of usage;
indulging in demonstrative religiosity;
decadent in a “fin de ciecle” sense, but
still containing the seeds of eminence;
given to grumbling but not really
Kgrrying; and generally pleased with
e. . ‘
" Rama Subramaniam was rather a
subdued specimen of his kind. He
was an only son and interrupted his
atudies early in life to help his ageing
father in the management of his
properties, and once having returned

. Yo the village, became a person of some’
importance and persusded ' himself

hat, there was.no purglose in conti..and e fels somewhat lost ot this suds-
‘|> D ﬁ. . “ . g} , ‘ m < l., - . "',”:Z“j"'\‘_“* ot R ! e o T A phi) poetaa T

R

nuing his studies. He was known in
the village and among his friends as
“Rasu” which was an abbreviation of
his long name. His was a reasonably
presperous and uneventful life, and
he married and begot children, per-
mitted himself a mild diversion from
monogamy once in a while, played
cards for small stakes, performed
religious ceremonies with scrupulous
care, took the family to Tirupati and
Rameswaram, had no serious illness
to complain of, and by the time he
approached his fortieth year, was
filling eut in the middle regions and
around the neck. In his youth he had
gloried in a sumptuous tuft of hair,
but as time wore on he deliberately
curtailed its dimensions, though,
unlike his sons, he did not desire to
lop it off. Neither he nor any one
who knew him expected anything else
than that he would grow old peace-
fully, and die surrounded by his
family.

But it was not to be.
wife complained of an excruciating

pain in the stomach. Being village -

born and bred, she had not bothered .
to mention her earlier attacks to
anycne and had carried on her house-
hold work in a spirlt of stolcism not
uncommon among women of her kind
Ull the attack became too severe to0
be suffered in silence. Rasu rushed
her to the Government hospital in the
nearest town where her complaint
was diagnosed as a ruptured appendix.
Bhe did not survive the night. Her
funeral was performed with due cere~
mony and the villagers, while they con-
doled with Rasu, praised him for his
devotion to her and remarked on the
splendid way in which he celebrated

every rite calculated to facilitate the °

bassage of the departed soul into the
other world. For sometime there~
after he was ‘mobdy and ‘uncomforta~-
‘ble.. He had taken his wife too much
for granted while she had been alive,

TR S PP SN

One day his-

den bereavement. The placid pro-
€ress of his ‘life had been rudely
arrested and he felt that something
had gone out of the savour of
existence. But he took .his grief in
his stride, vefrained from openly
Indulging it, and being, like most
bersons of his class, gifted with
Powers of easy recovery, soon settled
down to a life which was rather lone-
Some but bearable, as long as the
Crops did not fail.

But forty years of good living die
hard. Abstinence, he knew, was for
the adolescents. In age one should

. Practise continence, a certain mode-
ration that made for good health but
at the same time, even the secriptures
enjoined that a householder should
berform his duties as a husband, till
a stage came, later in life, when
asceticism would beckon to the soul
He began to be assailed by doubts
Whether he was fulfilling his duty and
“Dharma” by practising his single
wretchedness. Surely he could not
Presume to know more than the
ancients. At the same time he had
Do wish to yield to the flesh §umi
marily and run after professiona

- 'Women. He had put all that behind

~him, “Thank God’ he said to himself

“I.am not that kind of a dog’ He
enjoyed the sensation of moral force
but lay behind the remark. It was
not, however, always possible to
Indulge in such cool analysis. The
ladies who bathed in the river, tech-
Nically guarding their respectabl.htsé
by winding one end of the saree jus
ance round them upset him. The
Village housewives who returned from
the river with wet clothes clinging to
heir contours upset him. ’}‘he gu'ls
who carried pitchers on their hea
filled with water from the well, with
both their hands raised to catch th;
Vessel upset him. The servant mal
Who bent down to sweep the ﬂolc;r
upset him. The sturdy women ":i,do
stooped down and transplanted paddy

Upset him. Sometimes he perspired,

S0 e palpitated and some-
utixgtaestiﬁligshzaiﬁtpsegmed to fall down
and he had the feeling that some-
thing inside him was dying indepen-
dently.
- Yt was not as if he lacked encourage-
‘ment to marry again and settle down.
ety kind of inducement was offered

% him. “Persons with thirty five

»”

is* of land do not grow on ?rges
\zgzswthe general consensus of opinion.
It was pointed out to him !oy a reyered
old gentleman that his chlldrgn
required a mother and that the god-
dess Lakshmi would not stay_ in tg.
house where there was no wife 9
wear the “kunkum” on the foreh_ea
and light the lamp In the evening.
The priest himself sqld that thferg
were several religious rites for wh(;cd
the presence of a lawfully wed et
wife was indispensable. ~An ol(:l‘ aunt
put the point more directly. Wha
is forty? It is no age at ‘all. You;
cousin was born when your uncle wgd
fifty.” She heaved a ‘51gh as she ia;
this, recollecting her life with her hag
husband who, by all accounts, ha
peen a bad hat. Th'e field alsg was
wide. There were mdovys whp werefe
still in their prime with glrlstho
«marriageable age” and both mother

‘and daughter were prepared to come

up house and relieve him of
ﬁglsd fl?)tuse%old worries. There werg
poor girls who were educated an
would be thankful for two. sguar(é
meals a day. There were 1nd1gent
fathers who could ngt a}’forq to ged
their daughters marrled_ in tlrpe a}nd
were rearing them for just this kmd
of chance market. But Rasu wardelzd
them off. He thought :chat hg wou
look foolish, celebrating his own
marriage in the village‘where gver;;;
one knew him. He said to himse
that a middle aged fool was worse
than an old fool. i

ears or so passed in this way.
Hizw?ieyfences were slowly Wearmg1
down. Then one day an old schoo
fellow of his, who was erpployed in t?)'
pusiness firm in the city, ca;nef
visit him. Rasu had not seen him tog
quite a few years, put they starte
talking about old times, and Rasu,
after two years of loneliness, found a
strange comfort in his company. He
pressed him to stay on for a feyv days,
saying that it was like old times to
see him again. Gradually and b’y
stages Rasu told him about his wife’s
death, the numerous offers for a
second marriage, his re}uctzance to
take a young wife and his disinclina-
tion to go astray. Rasu’s friend was
an unsentimental and pr?.ctical per-
son who combined the native shrewd-
ness of his class with the acquired

% g “vell” is\ a little over 6 acres.
%




survival qualities of the city business-
man. He bluntly told Rasu that he
was doing no good to himself by
shutting himself away in the country
and brooding over his predicament.
‘You come with me to the city. You
can lock around and if you come
across a poor and respectable girl
there is no reason on earth why you
should not get married quietly. You
need not take the village by storm
and you need not perform a meaning-
less  self-sacrifice” Sound  sense,
every word of it, thought Rasu, but he
wanted time to think. “By all means
think it over”, said his friend. “Life
is still before you.” The more he
thought about it the more he felt that
he should fcllow his friend’s advice.
The fact was that he needed some one
to just give a push and start him off
along a course that he had already
mapped out and all but followed. So
when the time came for his friend to
depart, Rasu, with simulated deter-
mination said that he would come too.
Within a week he had settled down
in the new surroundings of a middle
class home in a suburb of Madras.
He paid his way in several indirect
but none the less substantial ways
and soon hecame quite a favourite
with his friend’s family.

In the city of Madras the struggle
for life is keen and the devil invariably
takes the hindmost and one man plays
many parts fer the sake of g living.
One such was the priest who offici-
ated at religious functions in Rasu’s

 Iriend’s house. He was, besides being
a priest, a small scale merchant deal-
ing in curry powder, pappadams,
sacred ash from Palni, scented sticks,
cheap books of prayers and psalms
and similar articles that accorded
with his main profession. He was
also a marriage broker. When he saw
Rasu and learnt from careful ques~
tioning “that he was an eligible
widower, he took the matter on hand
without any delay. One evening he
turned up beaming with good news
and entered with the characteristic
announcement that by God’s grace

“the fruit has slipped and fallen into
the milk.” There wag g friend of his,
another priest, and he was the offici-
_ating priest in a house in George
Town. and in that house there were
living & widow and her, daughter. He
went and saw the girl. “Don’t think

. I am exaggerating” he sald “but the
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girl is unbelievably beautiful. But
for their poverty she would have been
married years ago. It will be an ideal
mateh. Anyway nothing is lost by our
having a look.” This last remark
seemed reasonable enough, and
accordingly a visit was arranged. .

Rasu was feeling self conscious and
uneasy. He did not quite fall in with
this programme of hunting and
searching. But his reluctance did not
prevent him from dressing up in the
approved style of his class on the day
proposed for the visit. His dhoti was
milk white but with only a thin black
border, but his “upper cloth” which
he had carelessly thrown over his
shoulders, was resplendent with gold
lace and shone like g snake, and he
also wore a loose “jubba” of shimmer-
ing silk. He had shaved and re-
shaved his face till it was smooth
even if one rubbed it dpwards from
the chin. He had also applied on his
hair, the manly perfume of “swag”
which is reputed to have recaptured to
the Emperor Shah Jahan the inti-
macy of an untouched virgin. It was
about five in the - afternoon when
Rasu and his friend set out to see the
bride, and the long shadows of the
vellow evening were fading info a
noisy and grey dusk in the heart of
the city when they reached George
Town. They were escorted 1o 2.
narrow street that took off from 2
main thoroughfare. It was a dark
lane, malodorous, and strewn with
garbage, and the house they entered
was even darker. It was full of
beople, young and old. They were
taken upstairs, to the first floor, As
they entered a girl who had been
conversing with a white robed widow
hurriedly got up and disappeared
through a door at the far end of the
hall. The widow roge in haste, unrolled
an old mat, spread it on the floor and
asked the visitors to take their seat.
She also placed before them g tray of
pan. It was a cracked tin tray from
which the paint had peeled off in
places. The areca nuts were solid
pebbles and the ‘lime wag spread on
an old betel leaf. Rasu took in the
situation at a glance. They had stum-
bled on the lowest kind of middle
class slum. Poverty was advertising

Itself with banners and a brags band.

The widow was slim and looked ilI
fed. She may have been about forty

‘or forty five. She stood; near  the

A . :

window and spoke to the two priests
in a stage whisper so as to preserve
the conventions. “Ask them to chew
ban” she said and then went to the
door through which the girl had dis-
appeared earlier and thrust one of her
hands in. The hand came out hold-
Ing a smoking hurricane lantern
which she deposited on the floor. The
priest and his colleague told her to
ask the girl to come out and show
herself. The widow went in and came
out leading the girl. The girl stood
near the door. She hung her head
down and was looking at her toes.
Rasu was filled with strange, pursu-
Ing emotions. The girl was probably
In the region of the early twenties,
Was just tall enough to show off her
curves and stood there dumb and
bewildered iike a captive deer.

“She is shy” said the widow. “Natu-
rally” gsajd the priest. Rasu was
Smitten, He thought that this was
fate, that he should have waited a}l

hese years and then be directed to this
Poor home. He chuckled at the
thought that they would no longer be
boor. Not much was said and in 2
few minutes they took their leave.

The twn priests accompanied Rasu
and his friend back. The second
Priest said that he did not know them
very well but that the gentleman who
was living in the ground floor had tolcé
him that they belonged to the wes
Coast and that the girl’s father who

ad been a poor school master had
died two or three years before. They
had a little money and the girl, it
seems, was anxious to study and wats;
Not keen on marriage. Later th}:;,
ight, Rasu told his friend that 21 e
Marriage should be performed quie by
The priest suggested that' it could le
done without any fuss in a tempg
about fifteen miles to the south o

the city.

“And };:hus it came about that Rasu
3ot married a second time. ’.I‘h%r,e
was just a little feast in his friend’s

. No one, no one nt ail, least of
lz:ﬁusfe%asu’s children, kn‘ew’ of 1t]h:
marriage. It had been decided t :
Rasu and his wife should goﬁ c;
Courtallam for a few days. A firs
class ‘coupe’ had been booked. '

As they sat facing each other In :11112
compartment neither Rasu nor he
girl knew what to say. Rasu op;en1
his silver pan container and slow. ag
started to chew betel. As he “t’he
serewing out a ba'l of tobacco the
girl suddenly Séid “%%yggit %;reight

R asu s 1 .
gén ghf)(fg?tc 0he had not heard ’z’a.ngttllt.
He asked her “Did you speak.’ ;I‘ e
girl smiled. She hadfa Ifei'ptl;ﬁ) ‘111t11g1

ile. One corner oOi
sl1n1;1c13rled and expoge}eld fllﬁenoguie;?;
pearl white teeth. e n b e
t and helped herself 10 D
‘I}Sgdygll; chew tobacIco?ngjkggle c?%f)l’%
i off voice. “I n :
;rrlxearef:g{ied “put after my child u:;;
born I took to it tq k)(yaep dowgeard
nerves.” “Your child” Rasu e
himself saying “What do you mear_,
your child? Are you_already nl1f -
ried?” The girl permltted' herse 2
light laugh. “I never said I w s
married, did I” she said. A s:ra;;gt
silence prevailed t1rr11 tllégstéo;xfl}i)?rurtr;eﬂy.
to sa. e R
SQSaléevgés,A sarj(,ionic sense of humollllg
penetrated through his confusion t:;z d
he thought that it was strange thas
it should be second hand on oo
e e hnd Rasn finched
“ ” she said, 1 1
a?ygt?ig rflanner of addressing Bh;g',
«pyyar,” where is .the shaven Br -
min widow who introduced me
you?” This was the last stravy.

We may draw a discree_t veil O\Ierr

the processes of Rasu’s disentangle-

- ment from the unfortunate adventure.

He returned to his village. As hg got
down an old villager accosted him.
«you have been away for so long,
we were wonderiqg.d,YVhy, you are
thinner and look tire .
«1¢ is the heat” replied Rasu.

Iike many ne
tough, hospitable,
long distance ’bus tr
the terminal to cat
a notebook who explained
in order of arrival so that W
enough, when the ’bus came 1n

A

climbed in in an orderly rashion.t aHﬂe
himself, he was not an omcialbjgs .
. idea.—Barbara Strachey in BB roadcast.

i ] seem to be
munities the people of Israe
Ty snd 5, e ek, £ v o o ake
ip one day from Te A , rived ot
eeted by an elderly me
o oq ftlll:tlhza;vsasgrtakmg down everyquys ngli?ee
ot stand in a queue.
"in Illlzegez?d out his little list and we all

t in
e explained, when he go
llggv-passenger with a good



INDIAN PUBLICITY
IN CEYLON

By V.SUBRAMANIAN

THE August 15th issue of the Cey-
Ioa Qbserver and an earlier issue
eylon Daily News
cial supplement
Radio Ceylon on t
15th broadcast a
on Pakistan, «
No one of th

o

Gwned broadcasting organization, un-
less there is obvious falsehood or total
misrepresentation. 1
the general trend of events and senti-
lead to such a news
policy, the Indian High Commissioner
In fairness to the Cey-
must be said that they
generally concentrate more on local
news, so that little room is left for
Indian news. :

But it is a fact that towards the
general neglect of Indian news and
achievements, the
High Commissioner’s office has contri-
buted as much as the Ceylon Press
Ceylon Government.
Pakistan is called Ceylon’s near neigh-
bour, without Ingia even being men-
tioned, the Indian High Commissio-
0 hear part of the .
when this is not the
time that Pakistan has
inside the
Colombo Exhibition as well as in the
1 found in the Ceylon
on with it; Pakistan

contained a spe-
on Pakistan,
he night of August
special programme
our near neighbouyr.”
¢ English dailies

Radio Ceylon took much note of I
on August i5th; which is the inde
dence day of Pakistan aswell as I
asons for this berverse publi-
mainly two. The first ig that,
ical reasons, a section of the
Press, and Radio Ceylon, (a
partment) do indulge
p Pakistan and often
s about it. N

ments which

can do little.
lon papers it

in playing qu
make no bone
years ago, Sir John Kotel
Transport Minister,

Ceylon as a last resor
federate with Pakist
For some time d
photographs of
the university centre,
Pakistan embassy, ex
the sanctum of the

declared that
t would rather
an than India,
uring 1959, I could see
uins of Taxila,
sunplied by the
hibited right in
Tooth Temple of
I wonder how many Bud-
Cevlon are aware of the fact
universities of Nalanda and
ed by Muhammad of

ner’s office has t
blame, especially

publicity materia
Press in connecti
did better thanp .
A look at the Indian and Pakistan
Commissioner’s
Colombo will give anybody
reason. The
Pakistan Embp
of Gaffoor B
Colombo, is
ranged, attr
has the bpe
its lace wo
goods, all exhibite
tage in the
of the bui]
Indian High
room at all.
worse is thatithe loeat
Commisstoner’
the same Gaffoor Buildi
ut by intereg
nquiry at the Pakist,

the obvious
showroom owned by the
assy on the ground floor
uildings in  Forg Area,
by any standard, well ar-
active and impressive. It

st products of Pakistan,
pets, pottery, sports

d to the best advan-
most conspicuous portion
ding. By contrast, the
Commissioner’s office has
But what is
ton of the Indian
office within
ng is generally
ted people by
an ‘show-room!
t of the story of
an High Commis-
ot only Inconspi- -
Pakistan’s show-
nquirers, and
Yhe manage *

Ghori and his
Rhilji, who top the list of
held high in Pakistani min

-Pakistan Dublicity is not
e to love of Pakistan; in
ain reason is a subconscious
lay down India, her nearest
rful neighbour. I know for
at some at least

Government, circles have thig afflic-

Ceylon news
especially the I,
have.during the
to the new tune,
blackout of news
Indian Congress g
a noticeable
Publicity to Ing
There i3 nothin
Indian High Co

last year on]
In addition to the
about the Ceylon
atyagraha, there ig
not to give

€ which India or the
sloner’'s: office ig n
tuous by the side )

n news by the: ut, many e

Ceylon or th

(RS SRC- SO SR

get into the High Commissioner’s
?ﬁice, mostly turn away disappointed
Tom there, There is, indeed, an apo-
ogy for.a reading room ang s refe-
One can find some
n dailies and weeklies

\dicap, since independently
High Commissioner’s office,
leading Indian papers and
for have a moderate circula-
liby n Colorpbo. But the reference
b ary tontains barely a thousand
00ks; and the material could both
Lasily pe improved ang enlarged. One
€ars that the Ceylon Press rarely
;nakes use of any reference books in
0!; ;ndlan Embassy in Colombo, No
er

l_OBesuies the poorly equipped reading
. om - ang reference library, the
Mbassy has some good photographs
rfiprOo:iuctions, useful for students
Ndian art. Byt the arrangement
wh Daterial is o haphazard on the
.th Ole that little use is made of it by
& oo¢ Who would like to, Quite recently
‘8 frienq of mine, who had to give a
- SeTles of talks on Indian paintings
Lk Radio Ceylon, approached  the
ndiaq High Commissioner’s office for
~Materjy). The reproductions and
~0tographs necessary were all there,
unclassiﬁed: end nobody there could
b° anything more than lay them out
efore him. They could neither sell
Copies tq him nor allow him take
+$ODbles, g, returned in disgust and
tiod that while the American and Bri-
tish'embassies loaded one with mate-
Hal before one had begun asking for
it Was an unmitigated misfortune
¥ he should find such stark neglect
1 the 1ngan Embassy, when people
like hip, were prepared to do all they
Could to get Dublicty for Indian art.
o Vithout beating about the bush,
the point, 15 that our High Comeals,
8loner'g office has mnot organizg
dian Dublicity properly. Even ?rh
Yegard to the excellent documen an){
Ims they have and with a dtece ;
U ungs, they - rarely go ou do
Colompo to give shows. freely, as
& American or British Embasswi
,méy-have neither a dynamo nor aés
‘Parator for the unit, and pr ogl.ammbo
' 8hows tn places other than e
9% to be’ arranged by o

jects.
'JecBesides the Press

-is. that they.cannot afford it.

v

" film unit is the best part gf ?grrl bad(g
organized public1t3{ in ?i,oxi bmcer
urse, there is no }nforma i

as ucil in the Indian Embassy.I The
ast;sresult is that to many Cey oe ot
nedia is known mainly as tpe h'or:lants
tI’;lle «swarms’ of illegal mmlgBUd_
paraded evergday bé;%rgh gh:lrlnci o
dha and Mabines. ted and respected,

r es, venera ' te
gfﬁ; &int:ountry that gave them birth

is not known in g‘r:i:;.; de:ﬁ::‘ voting
'Preoccfu%:tg?& Indians is all rlggg
rlghts_ ?omatic conventiox}s set sevi ¢
BUt‘tdlpto what the Indian ?‘o;gnir
m'm' st or the High Commissi er
P ryin the matter. I“IO\zvever,far
o tter of better pubhcltyd or
g m%he field is unlimli;ed, an d at
;?gégxﬁ almost unex%l;mggi.cms e
Teasn e o ltlhiksnown in Ceylon

that India s so we O A ok ol
nofficial chan -
?i;rlogtgxgligity is just wasteful duplic

tion. This is a shortgightednlpo_liggrzl.
C;?génized official pubhcityf c;)r gxam-

netrate certain regi‘ons, Lo, L
it cmotion of tourist indu Il;}l’icity
gi’i 5,2 limits no ggyb:h 11\:121 t};)ltlendent
?ﬁ?fglig?l::aio dvg in certain respects.

to
Ceylon is probably better ll{zn?xwgen
Il';lgian r eading pubhc ]tih]']rj?lttgu -than
like Vijayatunga O‘;,Ef"gf pamphlets
through any nu%jgh Commissioner’s

from the Ceylou OO oty
in India. Also, oflicls
?nﬂggsrilgl is never kindly treated by

Press in general, whether_ 1It1 cgggf
il the Indian or Ceylon H1g_  Comn-
frsm(}oner. But if the materxac1 sorr:-
mlsii is fundamentally .good an nthe-
pnet'cal it will definitely form h
ll))g&!groﬁnd material for rglated sub-

of Ceylon, the
£ Ceylon can be quite easiliy
hed directly for the coumtm{;t s
reaacn A good show-room, a be :1-
lsirlr)lrar}/ and reading room, more _orged
ized publicity and a.wen eqmppt
n;z unit, ail these will do a lot to
grEg Ind’ia closer to the average Cey-
lonese at least in Colombo. Whatgyer
be the wastage of money Oirt:allsn xai?1
ies in other cap R

ce:r:lg?szge Indian publicity does suggr
from lack of funds. One gets e
ame-answer for all complaints from.
:he embassy officials and the answer

people 0
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

PROJECTS
By C.V.H.RAO

THE community development pro-

jects programme that is propos-
ed to be executed by the Government
of India and the State Governments
under the provisions of the Indo-
American Technical Cooperation
Agreement, will soon get under way.
As a programme for the rehabilitation
and development of the rural areas on
an extensive scale, it fulfils admirably
one of tre basic requirements of the
ccuntry in th® economic sphere. No-
thing is so important and nothing so
beneficial as the restoration of Indian
villages and village economy to the
brosperous conditions that once cons-
tituted their distinguishing feature,
while nothing is so complex an under-
taking as it can prove to be. The
conmplexity arises from the large num-
ber of villages tc be tackled and the
conditions of chronie backwardness
that have to be rooted out. The large
financial cutlay needed for the task
and the extent of human effort, co-
operation and goodwill that have %o
be marshalled for the purpose are
also likely to prove forbidding.,,

-Rural  community - development
schemes are not entirely new to India.
In a number of States considerable
. progress has been already made with
schemes for rural weifare. But what
the community projects seek to do is
to harness the basic need for village
amelioration to the larger issue of
national progress and advancement.
They seek to achieve these objectives
through the adoption of techniques
and methodologies evolved - in an
advanced country like the U. S. A. The
TCA helps by paving the way for the
inflow " of these techniques and
methodologies into India and also
facilitates  the finanecing of the
schemes through the American con-
tribution to the pool of funds allo-
cated for the purpose by the Govern-
-ment of India. The actual execution

of the ' projects will be an entirely

Indiant undertaking, and success
therein would depend very lar ely on
the extent to which Indian efforts on
dhe directional side are Bynthesiseq

v
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and integrated and the extent of the
cooperation and enthusiasm
among the rura] populations.

The fundamental aim of the pro-
jects is to inspire sizable rural com-
munities, represented by groups Of
250 to 300 villages with the desire for
self-improvement, and thereby to pro-

-mote the development of agriculture,

which is the basic village industry and
to augment food production. Since
fruitfui human effort is dependent on
the envircnmental conditions under
which the people live, it seeks also t0
improve rural sanitation and public
health and generally to ameliorate
living conditions. Inherent in it is an
attempt to apply modern technologi-
cal and scientific developments in the
agricultural sphere and in the sphere
of public health, which is essential t0
render economic prosperity a living
reality. In the ultimate analysis, it
is a programme which seeks to make
India self-sufficient in food and the
Indian villager economically better off
and the Indian villages better and
healthier places to live in than before.
It envisions an India with a prospe-
rous countryside, with that prosperity
radiating to other spheres too.

. The community development pro-
Ject programme is now an integr

bart of India’s five year plan. Whe-
ther consciously intended or not, the
Sequel of its successful implementa-
tion should be the elimination of the
glaring disparities between urban an¢
rural life by bringing to the latter the
benefits of public health measures, 0l
land improvement angd soil conserva-
t}on methods, of good communica-
tions and of a higher standard of liv-
Ing generally. The separating line
‘between the rural and urban aresas ir
India so far as amenities and conve:
hiences of life are concerned, is a
present conspicuously marked. 1T
India’s rural folk suffer from a certal
backward complex, At is attributabd
to this phenomenon, Tqg it is alsp at
tributable  the progressively ‘inc¢reas
Ing drift from villages towﬂm yns o
educated and.ntelligent, young fen ¢

e b

evoked

N\
agricultural  familids, ‘
resulted in devitalising&;;@l‘&i,

a1 £xpens ~
economy without in any way.hetterin%“( activities under the ¢

urban life. When, however, the prin-
cipal rural industry, namely, agricul-
ture, begins to yield an adequate
return for the time, effort ar}d money
expended on making land richer and
more fruitful and with a notlcgaple
improvement in conditions of living
and health the complex will disappear.
The rural population willh Qevelop 3
‘feeling of self-respect, individual an
commufial, which will be to the last-
ing good of the nation.

'%‘Eus \x?hatever the origin ‘of the
community projects idea be, it could
be moulded into an Indian programme
and intoc an Indian scheme for Indla.s
benefit. The broadening of the hori-
20n of the villager’s mind and the in-
culcation of the spirit of self-conscl-
ousness, which results from it, would
be great national assets. It s_hould b?c
borne in mind at the same time tha
in formulating the details of the pro-
gramme and in its execution, there
should be no attempt violently to dis-
turb the basic structure and of oq;
village life and organizathn,. Let_ }t
be remembered - that Indl.as spiri
lives in the villages, and its preser-
vation unscathed is a supreme need,
though it can be transformed by zjf.
judicious and careful grafting on it o
Progressive ideas borrowed from Ame-
tican or other countries, where pro-
8Bress in that direction has been signi-
ficant. Wherever indigenous methods
of farming, sowing, manuring, water;
Ing the crops and so on, on the on
band, and removing the festering
8Qres of disease and illness, on tll;e
other, can be usefully improved by the
Use of better manures and fertxhseril,
better tilling processes, better see
and better methods of fighting disea-
ses like the use of DDT, BCG, and sO
on, for example, there should be no
hesitation to adopt them. But ess:n-
Hally, the village life of the coun ;y,
with its inter-dependence among t.le
Various component units, its family

Organisation and its communal life, -

‘ .
thould be conserved and not swep

awsy inba wave of new and to slc{).me
extent unfamiliar ideas. In wor 1;11g
he community projects scheme, tte
e maotive force should be - to
ove.-the existing imbalance bet-
the rural and urban conditions
g to sow the seeds of & higher stan-

iy
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" ment like
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in the various States ¢
resnits seems highly desirab s
The Planning Commission,~ ‘qhe
‘State Governments, the community
project officers and village yvorkers at
different levels would, it is l}oped,
keep these fundamental considera-
tions, in mind. We should whole-
heartedly welcome the preparedngss
of America to give not only financial
aid but technical aid qnd also lend
the services of experts in the execu-
tion of the projects under tpe TCA.
It is an example of thq fruitfulness
of international cooperatlon_generall.y
and Indo-American cooperation speci-
fically. Even so, the programmtg
should be an Indian programme, 'lh
details being in confox_ﬂmlty vs_nt
Indian traditions and Indian require-
nlej\l]tsbriticism commonly QIrected
acainst the American interest in com-
maunity projects and th.e 'ﬁnancxaltis'-
sistance America 1s giving for . is
implementation demandg atten 1I){Jn.
-Thla predominantiy anglcultural 121.:
in these projects Is considered a resu
of America’s intention to keep dowg
India as an agricultural co_untry and
her disinclination to see In_dla a%vanl(f::
ing industrially. Some kmc_} o tSJe L
interest on her part is read into .the.
aid for these projects z_md for1 e
promotion of India’s'agglcultllra ?go
nomy generally. This kind of fee 1;m.g
is neither just nor warranted. I ;s
overwhelmingly agre_ed that o:ju' v1;
lages require resuscltatioq an toq
rural economy strengthening. I 1:‘
also agreed that India’s current grea.t
handicap is food sportage and tha
her basic need is to increase food_ pro(-i-
duction so as to qbvxate coptmue
dependence on foreign copntnes _.for
the supply of an essential require-
foodgrains. Once our
ricultural industry becomes 2 pro-
g%able avocation and once Ind%z;ln
village life is bnghtgned up a§t : ;
sequel to the economic prosperi y of
the cultivator, India’s standards o
living will go up and industrialisa-
tion will automatically follow totpro-
vide the demands.of the population.
The striking of a suitable balance
bétween industrialisation and agricul-




ture is undoubtedly essential. But
since first things should come first,
a substantial augmentation of agri-
cultural production and every other
measure contributing to it should be
given top priority. If is, therefore,
not an American design that is res-
ponsible for the agricultural bias in
the community projects, but India’s
own urgent and fundamental need. It
is a bias which in fact, is inherent
in India’s Five Year Plan which has
been drafted by 1India’s Planning
Commission and not by any extra-
neous agency. It is inherent in the
carefully formulated provisions of the
Technical Cooperation Agreement to
which the Government of India is a
signatory with the U. S. In any event,
it is a betrayal of an inferiority com-
plex to consider that some outside
agency or country is trying to impose
something unwanted on us, as if the
Indian Government and people are
susceptible to such imposition. A fact
not generally known or adequately
publicised is that out of an estimated
cost of Rs. 38.38 crores on the 55
projects presently to be taken wp,
the U. S. Government contribution
will be Rs. 4 crores while that of the
Government of India will be Rs. 34.38
crores. 1

The community projects scheme,
therefore, deserves the fullest coope-
ration and support of all patriotic
Indians; what is desiderated is a lively
public interest which would ensure
the proper climate for the success of
the scheme to enable the country to
derive the maximum advantage from
the energy and money being expended
thereon. Mr. Horace C. Holmes, the
American Point Four expert, whose
work in connection with the Etawah
community project has drawn high
praise and is the seed which later

flowered into the full blown commu- -

nity project idea, has, for instance,
referred to some basic factors which
contribute to its success. The first is
that those entrusted with their execy-
tion shoullt possess a thorough know-
ledge of the tasks they have to ac-
_ complish.  Not all the personnel
*selected can be said to be mentally,
Physically or intellectually suited to

- the ‘efficient discharge of their res.

‘ponsibility. Many may be- called but
only.a.few can be sald to be compe-

-, »tent-to ~answer the‘egll and  prove
.. Aremualves successfil village workers.

"o tabdern _ fertilisers ‘angd" , mantures.

It is expected that, though not in res+
pect of the initial batch of officers, ab
least in respect of future batches of
broject officers or workers to be
selected, this criterion of temperar
mental fithess for rural work would
be looked for. Evocation of villagers’
co-operation, which is the bedrock
foundation for the efficient execution
of the projects, can be effectively
manipulated only when the officel
concerned inspired spontaneous con-
fidence in the villagers by his pre~
Vious antecedents and training. The
training of a number of officers
would become necessary as the
55 initial projects grow into more
and as the area of operations I$
extended. A cummingling of the
efforts of honorary workers with those
of paid staff, so as not only to increase
the number of workers available bub
also to illustrate that community ser-
Vice need not in all cases be a pald
job, is also a necessary ingredient of
success.

. Secondly, a careful evaluation of the
lmmediate and urgent needs of the
rural communities involved in dewe-
lopment is indispensable. If a vil-
lage or group of villages wants an
adult education centre or a drainage
scheme or a tractor for common use
that need must be fulfilled. There 18

nlo use providing them with something
else.

Thirdly, tiie proneness to under=
rate the natural intelligence of the
villagers and their natural apti~
tude for a hereditary occupation.
like agriculture should be given
up. . The average cultivator has &
Practical knowledge of tilling, sowing,
manuring and harvesting,' which
many agricultural experts cannot
clalm. This fact wag strikingly illus-.
trated from an episode  gonnected
with the Nilokheri tra iing‘ centre,
where the project officers’ found them=
selves  confronted  With 'a village
lambardar, who told them that they
In the village: knew how to ‘wield 8

- Sbade much' betfer than afy trainee

could, but what they ‘wanted was.
Jwater for irrigating the flelds, . ‘The’
traditlonal skill ' and knowledge of
, th,g « villagers hds to~ be channelled.
dnto- new. methods -of cultiyation,. use.

Jand.so.on. . '

ERL A Vool

Aare included in the initial programme
are conly the beginning. More such
Dbrojects will indeed be undertaken,
Possibly with India’s own resources,
brobably with U. S. aid, which would
bresumably continue for some years
to come. On the other hand ample
“experience will be gained by Indian
technicians in these projects and also
€Xperience of both their drawbacks
and excellences, which would facili-
tate adjustments or modifications.

Among the rural population the func-
tion of collective enthusiasm for
self-development and co-operative
activity for communal welfare would
serve as a means of extending the
scope of the scheme. A new era of
economic progress of the rural parts
thus opens out. Let us also hope that
it will help strengthen the foundations
of a true village democracy broad-
based on economic progress and pros-
perity.

BLACK AFRICA’S LIBERATION
STRUGGLE

v B

LACK Africa is the name given to
a large section of the African
Continent lying to the South of
Sahara. It is broken up into many
territories which have been appro-
briated by Britain, France, Belgium
and other West European States. Big
Monopolist firms of these States seized
the mineral wealth and the best
lands of Black Africa and are rapa-
Clously pumping the raw materials
and food out of them. The native
inhabitants are deprived of elemen-
tary human rights and have been sub-
Jected to brutal and humiliating
€Xploitation by the colonialists.
.. The living standards of the Africans
18 extremely low. In Northern Rho-
desia, a British colony, a dark skinned
Miner receives a twenty third part of
What a European miner receives for
the same work. In Belgian Congo, a
& Negro worker receives 7-15 francs a
day, the cost of one or two match
OXes.
The imperialists have for a long
time kept their colonies in Black
frica in strict isolation from the
Outside world. Nobody was to knqw
about the crimes perpetrated there in
e interests of the super - profits
DPocketted by the capitalist monopo-
lists. The slave owning colonialists
try to preserve the primitive condi-
tions of existence of the native Afri-
Cans in order to perpetuate their
domination over them. But these
Attempts were futile.
In recent years, Black Africa
became the arena of organised mass

By S. DATLIN
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action against colonial regimes.
French West and Equitarial Africa,
the Union of South Africa, the Gold
Coast, Nigeria, Uganda and Kenya are
the chief centres of the struggle. A
powerful people’s organisation, the
Democratic Union of Africa, appeared
in 1946 in French West Africa and
Equitarial Afria which covers 14 colo-
nial territories. It has over a million
members—representatives of all sec-
tions of the native population, people
of diverse political views, religious
convictions and origins. All these
have taken a stand against the cqlo-
nial regime and for national liberation
have joined this organisation.

The democratic Union of Afr.ica
publishes several newspapers whlqh
are widely circulated among the Afri-
cans. It struggles for an increase of
the local prices on agricultural pro-
duce being bought from Africans for
export, for an increase in wages and
salaries. The Union supported t'he
big railwaymen’s strike in West Africa
in 1947-48, which embraced 20,000 and
lasted five months.

The Abidjan Congress of the Demo-
cratic Union of Africa held in 1949
authorised the leadership of the Union
to co-ordinate its political activities
with the representatives of the French
people’s movement. Seared by the
big scale of this movement the French
Government launched brutal repres-
sions agaihst it. In Ivory Coast, where
the Democratic Union finds staunch
support, the authorities provoked a
number of sanguinary clashes as a
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result of which dozens of Africans
were killed and wounded. This was
followed by mass arrests of leaders
and functionaries of the Democratic
Union of Africa. Over a thousand
pbeople were thrown into prison. In
February 1950, the French Council of
Ministers actually declared the Demo-
cratic Unicn of Africa illegal. Police
terror is raging in French Black Africa
to this day. It is now several months
since a trial has been in progress in
Abidjan of this organisation’s 400
functionaries who for the past two
years have been subjected to inhuman
tortures in the dungeons of the High
Commissioner, Bechard. But the
population did not submit to the
Imperialists. In answer to these
provocations, it organises huge protest
meetings, demonstrations, mass
strikes and boycotts French goods.

The liberation struggle is gaining
momenium in the British Union of
South Africa. The semi-fascist Gov-
ernment of Malan inspired by the
Wall Street and City (London) ban-
kers, has excluded from Public life
all the non-European, inhabitants of
the country (9 million people out of a
total of 11 million) banned political
parties and introduced an undisguised
slave owning system. The working
class in the Union of South Africa
numbers abcut two million people. Of
this number over 200,000 African wof®
kers are organised in trade unions
and they have rich experience in
strikes and struggles. There exist a
number of mass organisationis in the
country which are waging a struggle
for democratic freedom; and reforms
in the country. All these parties are
fearlessly exposing the policy of the
fascists and are tirelessly propagating
the idea of equality absolute, of - 11
races and the right of the African
and coloured peoples to freedom and
independence.

3 ‘

In the Gold Coast, a British colony,
the People’s Party headed by Kwam
Nkrumah, is in the front ranks of
fighters against colonial oppression.
In the elections to the local Parlia-
ment held in the- Gold Coast, last
February, almost all the African elec-
tors voter for the People’s Party; it
recelved 34 seats out of 38 Among
.those elected was Nkrumah, It is true
‘that Parliament in the Gold Coast

does not possess real power in the
colony. Nevertheless, the elections
signify an important defeat for the
colonialists. They showed that the
Africans are fully determined %o
achieve independence. ‘
In Nigeria, another British colon§
numbering 25 million inhabitants, the
national liberation struggle is deve-
loping under the leadership of the
National Council of Nigeria and the
Cameroons and the National Fe_dera'
tion of Labour. The miners’ strike in
Enugu, held in November 1949, contri-
buted largely to the unification ©
the country’s working people in the
struggle against imperialism. This
strike had a tragic end for the stri-
kers—many of them were shot by the
police. But this bloody reprisal gave
a new impetus to the liberation strug-
gle. A third of the workers is united
in trade unions most of which are
affiliated to the World Federation of

.,

Trade Unions. ’

The movement for democratic re-
forms in Black Africa is now spread-
ing everywhere down to such closed
colonies as the Belgian and Portu-
guese, as the small British protecto-
rate of Bechunaland, Basutoland,
Swaziland and others. Undergroqnd
people’s organisations are function%ng
in Belgian Congo in conditions which
remind one of a concentration camp-
The Peasant League of Basutoland;
the Association of Tanganyika Afri-
cans, the National Congress of Niassa~-
land and the youth organisations
most of which are affiliated to the
World Federation of Democratic
Youth, are developing the liberation
struggle in their countries.

Great masses of people have come
into motion in all corners of Black
Africa. They realise that they have
the right to dispose of thelr own
destiny, their land and its mineral
resources, that they possess incalcu-
lable creative forces to make the best
use of this right. L

For the colonial peoples, peace is
Inseparable from freedom. The peo-
ples of the African countries joining
the international beace front pnder-
stand that they can achieve liberation
from imperialist oppression and the
Aparthied of . Malah and his
henchmen only ip the united struggle

of all the beaples of the world.—I,P.S.—

" .

THE FIFTH TAMIL
- FESTIVAL

By A Correspondent

.
NOT quite unexpectedly, for the

third time during the month,
Rajaji twitted the pressmen in the
front row, while he declared open tpe
Tamil Festival in Madras on the 231;1.
He had been indulgir‘}g in a friendly
and clever banter dn Madras City
and' the Tamils. Then he said, that
all this was fun while he said 1_1:, bqt
‘When it appeared in black print, it
assumed ghostlike proportions and t:a.
Sinister significance. Not unexpecé
edly, that portion of his speech amt

IS remarks on the press formed fron
Page news in most city dailies.

It is true that even a word to vyo;cé
aCcurate report in the press, mig
Bive an entirely different significance,
—different from the original speech—
When taken out of its atmosphe;e.
But Rajaji’s remedy, namely, that t 'i
Pressmen shcould get into the spiri
Of the speech and then report, is
Mdiculoys. It is none of th’eu‘ bumﬁ
Ness to play ‘Bhashyakara’ to al
Speakers, It is at least part of thel:
business to catch them napping. I
Would be more reasenable for states}
Men to make a more careful study 'Ot
heir statements before they make ;h

Rajaji carried the audience \;/1 h
him all the time he spoke. His plea
Sant rajllery, his gift for the clevet‘
necdgpte, all these lent a keen interes
0 his"Speech. But on calm reﬂectlgp,
Ne begins to set less store by his
Cleverness. He seems to tell off everyi

dy, friend and foe alike. On Tami
Script reform, he said that he advo-
Cated it with C. R. Srinivasan, but his
Present attitude is more confugln%

an gver. On another techmcla
Matter his statement, unfortqnatecy_r
SUbported partly by even the impec-
fable T, V. Kalyanasundara Mu la-
Uar, "yag positively misleadlng.t e
ogized the unchanging quality ;
Tﬂmil. If he referred to the sty eé
then he has yet to prove that presen
Tamil is less different from
Bungam Tamil,—then present day
Bglish from Chaucer’s;—which is
WBhly doubtful. If he refers to th%
X1bt, one can boldly say Tamil scrip

need much more during the
:gss,c?‘ga;gl the Roman. As a whfo]:
his speech was absolutely devmci oi L2
single good point on the cultural s e.
One can certainly endorse sorré_
people’s opinion that C. R. has p?ne
t‘.sea enwtionalh'repl(fs(simo;ln éa.s t?usted
i is
?rrite‘ndMs[‘étl\rflg Kalyanasundara Mltlsdﬁ;
liar after years, one must say tt;:s he
never betrayed any eﬁ“pswer:) 55 o
even warmth, at the reumon.h n the
24th night he was watching i ; Fami
blay ‘Avvaiyar’ staged by 'th'ies'
llov‘others. While allM . O'tslégi glzll‘uded’
is wn Finance ini ) s
ﬁzlts t%emselves go,—he sat impassive,
hinxlike.
SpThe opening ceremony on tltlee ri:gg
was remarkable for thg e>1(l .rh ely
patient and cultured way 1n gr el:ident
g 'lIi‘;ten:Seegl)l gl:s as usual:
. K. e 3
im‘érkable for its chaste tStYI?I‘ aanri?l
thought-provoking 0011terh.over o
language cannot spread a e it
world but Tamil thought_ an Tam
culAture ought to ar;lcétwilrlll. cuaity,
Iar;g}fgequzlllilty.gr%Vhat is the central
El?re;d of Tamil literature :(1111 tge;;
centuries? It was lo-veTunhlnNergther
man-made restrictions. NoO er
e le had elevated pure love'to su n
loeOptch as the ancient Tarpﬂs-—and
iop:)ther people had cla.ssxﬁed'I sm:)f
studied loze (lile;eplt};l eas \&EgﬁdTa\g;il of
old. Eventually o
__when unhindered ove,
g?i%ed by ancienp Tamlltsh h?igsth:;g
sway. The Tamils w:ire e st
speak of “one world “long , ee re
Christ and Buddha. “Any kptﬁcand
my place—and all are my ki 1 and
i{in” declared a Tamil poet centu

pefore Christ.
i tion com-
hairman of the recep v
mirgglei cSri M. Bhakthavatsa(lia;r;fg;?gg
' h—an .
o, very scholarly speec - ; red
I Tamil scholars
to the many great nd
i d around Madras.
poets born in an und Mg
. observed, he made
gfl f’CI‘amil culture and lil;eraturea v;gls_
concentrated in the Madras are



ages. The opening ceremony was a
Success in  every way—in the good
arrangements—and in the very cul-
tured behaviour of the big audience
all the time.

The three sections,—the scul ture
and painting section, the astrogomy
section and the art and literature
section—were presided over respect-
ively by Sri S. Natesan, Minister of
Posts and Tele Communications,
Ceylon, E. T, Rajeswari Ammal and
Dr. Subbaroyan, who deputized for
P. T. Rajan. The speeches delivered
by the various speakers during the
two days were most of them remark-
able for content and style and origi-
hality. But what is more remarkable
and heartening was the way the
audience listened to and enjoyed the
speeches. It is a thing for Tamils to
be proud of—not that there are
-enough scholars and speakers who
can discuss intricacies of art and
literature interestingly—for we find
them in many other languages—but
that we can find a big Tamil audi-
ence enjoying the speeches as if they
were themselves taking part in the
discussion. Even in music—as well as
literature—the taste of the average
‘Tamil is sufficiently refined for the
really good artist to flourish without
playing down to the rabble. Signs of
improvement are not lacking even in
the film world.

A good example of the exacting
taste of the Tamil audience was pro-
vided in the three night programmes
on the 22nd, 23rd and 24th. Kumari
Kamala’s dancing on the 22nd night,
and the play ‘Avvaiyar’ on 24th night,
were both unqualified successes; while
the play “The Vow of Sivakami” on
the 23rd night was a qualified success.
‘This was because the play is inhe-
rently difficult to stage—and it was
staged by amateurs. As usual, the
monstrosity of a male playing the title
role of the heroine detracted ve
much from the effect in spite of fairly
good acting. Secondly, the historical
atmosphere could not be properly
captured without careful study and
experiment, which are generally
beyond the scope of amateurs. The
actor who played the role of Bhikky
Naganandi did very well. That the
audience had a high. taste and sym-
pathetically critical attitude, was
. ‘evident when next day, Professor Sri-
‘hivasa Raghavan made references to

the present day Tamil drama in his':

speech. :

The Festival was well attended—the *
audience for dramas and the opening

ceremony reaching a quarter lakh— .

and even for the most technical

speeches not less than 2000; but the
thing to be proud of was its quality
and attitude.

The dais contained & |
good cross section of Tamil scholars .

and Tamil lovers—but they were...

drawn from every walk of life like.

politics, the judiciary, teaching, jour- -

nalism—and from other countries’

also, like Ceylop. This gave practical

proof of T. V. K.’s claim that the eoré

of Tamil culture was universal love; .

a point which was elaborated ,32
greater length by Dr. T. P. Meenaksh
Sundaram with various examples from
Tamil literature.
usual absentees—people of the Dra-
vida Kazhagam—but it is difficult 10
say at present as to who is responsible
for this. Sri Bhakthavatsalam said

that Tamil literature transcended the -

There were thé

limits of religion. The cream of it 18 -

made of contributions from Buddhists:
Jains, Hindus, Christians and Muslims-
I fail to see why it should not embracé
in its fold men with no religion at all
if they have a real contribution t¢
make—and if they would observe the
rules of the game. Bertrand Russel 8
an atheist but the Nobel prize commit-
tee and the academies of which he i8

a member feel it an honour to honour -

him. In fact the cream of European

academies at present is mostly agnos-

lical if not entirely atheistic.

The six prizes for the best books in
each of the six flelds, went to some
well known authors, The Tamif® Aca-
demy at present restricts itself 10
giving prizes for published books. I
wish 1t would undertake to republish
cheaper editions ljke Penguins. Besides
the lectures in the Pestival, if 8
bermanent  sub-committee, elected
‘each year, would carry -out some
research or co-ordination work dur-
ing the year, it would be another
achievement. The Tamil Encyclo-
Paedia will be a good achievement on
these lines but it has a restricted
object.  The Tamil Academy members

will have also to get into their fold'.

men of all shades of opinfon before

they can substantiate their elaim t0 .

the universal love declared gg the core

.

of Tamil ctilture by scholars

i
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FREE TRADE IN KNOWLEDGE

UNIQUE UNESCO MOVE

The current number of the Courier
Contains an article by Mr. Philip L.
Soljak, entitled: “Unesco’s Free

rade in Knowledge”. It tells hqw
165,000,000 persons in eleven countried
re already enjoying the benefits of
lhe Unesco-sponsored z'nternaz_fzonal
Agreement to abolish import duties on

00ks, works of art, and other educa-
tonal, scientific and cultural materi-
als. M condensed version of the arti-
cle is given below:

few years ago, a well-known
scientist received a letter invit-
Ing him to attend an important confe<
Tence in a foreign country. He ac-
Cepted the invitation and a few days
ater packed his suitcase and boarded
8 train for his destination.

While he was noting down some
Of the things he hoped to reveal to

his colleagues, his train pulled to a

alt at the frontier.

-There, he became so terri]oly em-
rolled in customs formalities over
An educational film he had brought
3long that he left it in disgust at he
tontier post!

On f this year, ten coun-
brieg ;\g’?g’egltgat this sort of thing

1 no longer happen at their fron-
Herg, On that day, Mr. Trggve Lie,
eCretary-General of the United Na-
tons, declared: “I hereby proclaim

¢ entry into force of the Unesco
€reement on the Importation of

Ucational, Scientific and Cultural
h aterials'n

. He wag presiding at a ceremony at
Uy headqu%rters in New York to mark
the first day of operation of the
Uneseo treaty which abolishes import
futies on books and periodicals, works
ot art, educational films; splentiﬁc
BqulI>ment, articles for the blind, and
Wany other materials which are vital-
y Imyportant for the educational and
Rlentific progress of nations.

- B0 far, the treaty affects 165,000,000
*ople in 11 countries. It went into
Orte on Mav 21 when Sweden became
8. 10th nation to ratify the agree-
Rent.  An additional 19 countries
;ﬁ% signed too, and many of their

ratifications are ~expected in the
months ahead.* .
The Times of London _has described
the new treaty—which is the first t'q
come into operation.under Unesco's:
auspices—as “an admlrgble step bgck-
wards into a more sensﬂ;le world.” It
is a “step backwards” in the sense
that customs barriers to knowledge
are a 20th century innovaﬁlon. A
hundred years ago, it was quite easg
tosget books from a.broad or sent
them to other countries. Transpor
by sailing ships was slower than tod'ixy
but free tradc was the general rule.
Customs officials nearly everywherg
paid no attention to book parcels, and
educational materials moved arogn
the world unhampered by duties,
taxes and other obstacles.. Some Gov-
ernments even made special arrang;a-
ments to make sure that trade tn
these materials would not be obstruct-

“ed. In 1860, for example, the United

i igned a treaty
Kingdom and France signe
provgiding for free untaxed trade in
ks.
bo"I)‘hen came the First quld war.
Governments adopttedr f:atmgi deartg’
i ing systems to limi 0
‘%Eiigfmfw goods and most educatig
nal articles suﬁ’eredb’ ’lI)‘hoeu g?)‘:t?rxlx?g; ;
epression of the 1930’s br 3
gegr restrictions in the form of 1mport_;‘
quotas and currency and export regu- .
lations. With the Second Wworld War
and the big disrupti%n of asxilléppitxixgé
erce and indusiry, c
?i(x,llglm blow to the free trade system.

f i ich were
cational materials, whic
neEe:ggd more than ever before, suffer-

t commodities.
(idﬂ?ithan mos

*In addition to Sweden the ten origmatl
adherents are: Cambodia,_Ceylon, Eigypd'
Israel, Laos, Monaeo, Pakistan, Tha lax;h
and Yugoslavia, Vietnam became eleven
pa;tgzn;gnctountms which have signed' but
not yet ratified. Afghan‘istan, Beig{um,
Bolivia, China, Colombia, Dominican
Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, France.,
Greece, Guatemala, Haiti, Imn(,i Ii'utfiiim-
bourg, Netherlands, New Zealaxé , o tgd
pines, Switzerland and th

Kingdom.
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Books, paintings, musie, science equip-
ment were caught up in the ‘webh of
restrictions along with other products.
Today, trade restrictions to knowledge
exist everywhere.

These were summarized last year by
Unesco in a closely set volume of 167
pages entitled Trade Barriers to
Knowledge. It shows that more than
50 countries impose duties and an
assortment of other taxes on the
importation of books. By some strange
logic, certain countries tax imported
film by the foot, others tax sculpture
or paintings or maps by the pound—
like refrigerated beef. Science equip-
ment is taxed as high as 40 per cent
of its value.

Trade Barriers to K nowledge reveaﬁs
many strange practices. Thus, for
example, the customs laws of Czecho-
slovakia provide that wood or metal
statues can enter duty-free provided
they are “not less than life size,” while
stone statues are not subject to duty
if they weigh more than 11 lIbs. In
the TUnited States, printed music,
maps and charts can enter duty-free
if they are more than 20 years old. In
Iceland, ordinary gramophone records
nay an 11 per cent import tax, but
those used for foreign language study
pay 14 per cent—three per cent
higher! !

Recently, a university professor
wrote a letter to Unesco explaining
that because of the new, heavy import
duties charged by his country, an es-
sential textbook had become so expen-
sive that his students could not afford
to buy it any more.

Here are some specific examples of
what the Unesco treaty means for the
student, teacher, artist, scientist and
the average person generally in the

eleven countries which have ratified
it.

.The agreement prevents futuge
duties from being levied on bOol&s,
magazines and newspapers in most
countries where they already enter
duty-free. But in Sweden and Yugos-
lavia books will now be cheaper. A
" duty amounting to $0.19  a kilo
(2.2 Ibs.) .on illustrated books and
children’s picture books will end in
Sweden. Yugoslavia will abolish im-
port duties ranging from $0.26 to $0.33
a kilo on books in the Yugoslav lan-
guages as well as on magazines and
manuscripts. S

Swedish school teachers now sa‘Vf \
$0.29 a kilo formerly imposed on ce"e i
tain imported maps and charts. Thv .
saving on these articles to YugOSlaa
educators runs from $0.09 to $0.18
kilogram. .

When a 300-metre (980-foot) edu-
cational or scientific film enters P?kisa
tan, Thailand or Yugoslavia, it is B9
longer subjected to duties amountiligv
to $19.60, $1.57 and $1.12 respective Z
in these countries. The saving on the
same length of newsreel is $24.00 11;
Ceylon, $19.60 in Pakistan and $28.5
in Israel. .

Research workers and science tea
chers in Pakistan, where scienge
mobilized in a vast national develOPE .
ment plan, are spared a 30 per Cer; P
customs levy on imported equipment.
Swedish scientists will save 15 per
cent as a result of the treaty. Thesle
duties often ran into hundreds of do -
lars for a single instrument.

Most of the revenue derived by Gov-
ernments from such duties is rela-
tively small anyway. As the Manches-
ler Guardian has said, “No countﬂi’;
would suffer economic disaster if mOSt
of these regulations were swep
away.” In reality, no Governments
ever wanted to cripple education Wlt%l
its customs laws. They were prepal€
to drop their barriers, but some kind
of international machinery was need-
ed to provide them with a way of do-
ing so. ‘This Unesco has done.

The Unesco treaty was opened for
signature in November 1950. Since
then, in addition to the eleven coun-
tries which have now ratified, 19 na-
tions have signed the agreement.
Most of them are now seeking rati-
fication by their parliaments. .
- The pact has received widespread
support from the world press, from
official agencies and voluntary groups.
The Manchester Guardian declared
that “there is no reason for criss-
crossing  the world with barriers
against the spread of knowledge.
Some 20 international non-Govern-
mental organizations have also
endorsed the pact. The International
Federation of Newspaper Editors and
Publishers and the Ihternational
Exchange Committee (a free trade
body) have urged their national as-
soclations to support ratification. SO
also have the League of Red Cross

Sacieties and the International Coun-
cil of Women, .

AFTER MOSSADEGH,
THE DELUGE
By P.G. KRISHNA YYA

ASHINGTON: The danger 1{1’
Iran is now rated “desperate
by the State Department. The dan-
ger, is, of course, the capture of Iran
y  Iran’s Communist-controlled
Tudeh party, which would drastically
alter the world balance of power 11ln
favour of the Soviet Union. 'I:tg
Problem of dealing effectively wi n
Is danger is so immensely difficu
that it has already split the Amerlcag
Overnment from top to bottom, an
reatens to cause an open break 3{1
Middle Eastern policy between U. 8. A.
and Great Britain. )
In Ordir to deal with the dang;elr,
the state Department_has actually
Proposed Anglo-American econoq;;cl:
Support for the regime of Iz'ama
ime Minister Mohammed Moi%s e—
degh, to the British Foreign O cl.
he British Cabinet is now anxmlusI}tr
iScussing this American. proposat.ion
Boes without saying that fche novery
supporting Mossadegh, 'qhe very
8ymbo] of Middle Eastern nationall 1
and hatred of Britain, is hardly v;le;
Cme to the British. But what has
Appened , very recently in Iram1 ex-
Plajns why the American proposa
€en made. '
.Since the ignominious colla;memg;
the short-lived regime of for ner
Temier Ahmed Qavam a .fgw Wlier-
ago, the only remaining visible ais -
Native o Mossadegh in Iranbeard
Wrinkled old man with a long

vind g permanent grin, the Mullah

the
shani, Kashani wants to turn
Ii'aniar?lclock back all the way toltgg
8fteenth century, transforming x’(';he
to a Moslem theocracy ruled 'byt he
Mullah Kashani. His chief 12: ran
ment to this end is the F: yof
Ilam, 5 “Murder, Inc.” con51sslnga of
the slum-dwelling bully;boy et
Briestly assassins. But in (ﬁ T ko
8ain power, Kashani is perf.ecC gmmu—
g to ally himself with the | e
st Tudeh Party. He did Jusd his
When the Fedayan Islam ami thé
Tuden together rioted bloodily in he
freets to force Qavam out of POWeT.

. Qavam went to the palace to‘plead(

with the Shah to call out the army.
The Shah was afraid. to do so-one
exasperated diplomat in Tehran was
heard to observe, “When they tock out
the Shah’s appendix a few months
back they must have taken out the
guts with it.” After foqr days of power
Qavam fled for his life and Mossa-.
degh came back. Inspantly, Kashani
took full credit for th_1s outcome._ He
dictated his own eleptlon as Presxdex;t
of the Iranian Parliament, a}nd he is
so powerful that Mossadegh is now 1r;
danger of becoming a mere _captlve ?d
this ignorant and bloodthirsty o
mi‘?ﬁs is the real reason fpr Mossa-
degh’s demand for dictatorial powers
and martial law. Mos.sa.degh. and
Kashani have long been joined in a},n
uneasy alliance, becaqse Kgshxms
thugs have been useful in put7t1ng the
fear of God into Mossadegh’s oppo-
nents. But Mossadegh has long sus;
pected Kashini’s real purpose_—abgﬁ
four months ago he even promised the-
Shah to kick Kashani out of the coug-
try. And now Mossadegh badly. nee csl
the means to control Kaﬁham—;}an.
Kashani’s Communisﬁ allies. I_{aés la)m;
professes to be antl—pommunlsl, 101
he often talks somethu}g very chosed‘ g
the straight Moscow lme_, as e] l’t
to one of the reporters in Iran las
gutumn. He says airily of the Comc;
munists, “I will chew therp up- z;rlxl 1
then swallow them and spit out the
parts I don’t want.” Observers hmil;
the spot have no doubt aig all ¢ g
the Communists would u{tlmately 0
the swallowing. Meanwhile, Kashani
and his fanatical Moslem followers
are preparing the way for the Con:;-
munists, busily stirring the peasansE
and the slum-dwellqrs tq a mood o
revolt. Kashani is, in brief, the very
prototype of a Middle East Ker'ensky.
ossadegh’s regime is in imme-
diaﬁ?&t gfxnger of eco_nom’ic chaos and
disintegration. If it collapse.s, the
way will be open for Kasham—-an'd
Kashani’s unswallowable allles. Thés
prospect recently caused the Sttade
Department policy makers to study

b



« Were trained for  the . party.
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carefully the probable consequences
of a Communist capture of Iran. They
decided that it “could not be tole-
rated.” Communist control of Iran
would make up the Soviet oil deficits
and give the Soviets an almost un-
challengeable position in the strate-
gically vital Middle East,

At the same time the J oint Chiefs of
Staff also considered Iran, They had
a good look at American world com-
mitments and they ruled that ng
American forces could be spared to
prevent- an internal Communist
seizure of Iran. This left the Ame-
rican Government saying that a Cem-
munist capture of Iran could not be
tolerated but that nothing much
would be done to prevent it. The
planners were reduced to considering
such helpless expedients as covert
support of the Iranian tribesmen, in
case the Communists took power, The

conclusion was obvious. The total ;‘
economic collapse of the Mossadegh‘;‘f«:
regime cannot be allowed: to happetar P
simply because the alternative would-"
almost certainly be a great deal worse

y
£

than Mossadegh. Hence the propo-

sal to the British.

The probable British reaction may

be judged from the fact that Bri

Foreign Secretary Anthony Edell
recently protested angrily to Secre: ..

tary of .Statd Dean Acheson aga

the American Point 4 programme in

Iran, on the grounds that the pro<’

gramme strengthened the villainou$ -
g the British '
have perfectly solid ground for com= ..

Mossadegh. Moreover,

plaint against past American policy

In Iran. But as things stand, there 18

surely logic in the American view that

it is more important to keep Iran oub

of Soviet hands than to pay off ol
scores agalnst Mossadegh.

.

———————

HONOLULU TALKS AND ASIAN
PEACE

By K. G. SIVASWAMY

THE U. S. policy of containing Com-

munism in Asia by rearming
Japan after.the San Francisco Peace
Treaty of September, 1951 has led to
the following consequences.

The new national police reserve of
75,000 in Japan which will be shortly
increased to 1,10,000 with machine
guns, mortars, tanks and artillery is
no less than a little standing army.
The Central Education Minister has
been empowered to appoint presidents
of state univetsities, .

The Peace Maintenance Law recent-
1y enacted can be usetl widely against
civil libertles. A ‘?ill has been sub-
mitted to the Dief for the appoint-
ment by the Metropolitan Governor
of the heads of 23 wards of Tokyo,
who since the occupation were elected,
thus de emocratising local self-gov-
ernment. A programme of mobilising
youths for -economic development
has been approved at a meeting of
Parliamentary Vice Minfsters. It is

said of this programme that it is.

designed to train ybuth for the State
unlike in Nazi - Germany. where they

p

'
-

like toys are flooding the market. Old

martial tunes are more in vogue. The -

parties in Japan have the definite aim

of building nationalism round the.

Emperor, some expressing an Asiaf:_
bias, and many an extreme righ
policy. One lakh and sixty nine.

thousand war time leaders have been .

restored to public life. The new revi~
slon policy adopted after the recall of
General MacArthur has included com«

blete freedom for the former milita- ,

rists and professors and teachers of°
the extreme right. All these policles:
have strengthened a.nti-CgmmunlBt
groups but they have also resulted in

reviving Japanese militarists' and the”

Zaibatsu industrialists. The U. S. A«
under the security agreement, gob
not only twenty bases in addition t0
Okinawa, more than what she got in
West  Eurqpe under ‘the Atlantie

Treaty, but the right to use commu-

nications and publie services, to con~
Quet - 'military  manoeuvres, and to

make surveys ‘of any part of Japan.
. Fhe-American forces have also many
Ar= . privileges ang exgiiptiotis fyo

g’ fyom taxes.

.. The U. 8. A. relies on the ageold
. hatred of Japan to Russia to achieve
his bolicy. Dr. Evatt, ex-Foreign Mi-
Dister of Australia and ex-President
ol the General Assembly, U. N. O,
‘tondemned the Japanese Peace
Treaty as “an open and unashamed
abandonment of all standards of
* International justice”. He said it was
‘& delusion to think that rearmed

YApan would act solely in the interest .

Western democracies.” Australia

- &nd New Zealand had therefore to be

Pacified by another pact by the

" U. 8 A. offering military protection.

The U. K. wanted to avoid creating

~Dore hostility for itself from the

“ &slatic countries, by attending the

Onolulu Conference. For, Australia

" ¥hich is one of the homelands of

"U. K. where six lakhs of British citi-

%ns have migrated after the war, can

2 depended upon to protect British
Interests.

.. India has stood against the forma-
don of any anti-Soviet block in tllr;e
‘Pacific.  As regards Indo-China, the
“Qovernment of India sent a notg as
®Brly a5 November, 1949 that “the
- Suceess of French military operations
.Would take decades and half a mil-
-Jon troops to regain control of ghe
Irifories at present under the In or;
Inese Nationalists.” Holding s1:ici
WS, nothing now remains for In 2
'3 do except recognising Vietnanll, a
“ Yugoslavia did long ago. Of Ma a;;la,
v+ Q. Cornell, an Oxford Professor who
- 188 vigited the 'country twice says
that the British hope to create .an
"Mti-Communist democratic Mala,yar%.
State was an “egocentric illusion 0
‘4geing mwuropean colonial em;:ilrte;:
‘.‘f‘desperately striving to accommo alt e
Hhemselves to a world hostile to colo
lalism » ] . . ;
% Indj as definitely condemne
: ‘@10111:1 rt?le. She has disapproved of
-‘%mosa being protected by an Am:;
Xean fleet, She has refused

San Francisco Conference
?(ftzrilgdntltll:e Japanese lfeace Treat.y.
She has taken a definite stand 1111; ‘
Korea that the U. N. army should no
cross the 38th parallel. She has cg}r:—
demned the bombing of_ bases on z e
o-ther side of the Yalu river. St_le b gs
drged China’s represgntatxon in Oe
U. N. She abstained in the U. N. O.
frbm declaring China an aggresic})lr.
She declined to co-operate in g
pacific security regional pac't.prppose
by the President of the' Phlhppnllez.o-

The Chinese arevl million in 'Illl'on
China, 2.8 million in Malaya, 3 nzn nllil-
I e l'gkgiénz?ﬁﬁfs' in the

ion in Indonesla,

gglglligll)ines. Mao-Tse. Tung Cm
how not to antogonise the hinese.
capitalists, plackmarketeers, an Heh
busjnessmen in all these areasétates
Chinese Embassy in al} these"Ch ies
cultivates good relations wi

local people.
_interest, fear,
ither out of self-in
neliggl'hbourhood ties, or gtt?.chmmtr ig;
the new social order, Aswzilcec%uhinese
';‘f nd to recognise the
'I;e‘;)utl))(ﬂlc. Independer&t lNamt:jor]l0 litaggz
in ia can only be delaye : b
i)r;ee:nted from emergegncgéggegevrnx}gh
ic set-up of varylng de
cmlt;.cn: ecowgrds dictatorship is bour:g
% ° revail in these States In ordiarms
sgl\II)e food and employment prob ethé
The smaller the middle class
greater will be this slant. .
India’s policy is sound. By her vr{g
sutrality she has preventgd a w;) d
s . She is however unwil}mg to e
Zﬁ:'ASian bloc as th?.t might _pren(;;T
dice her neutrality in the ,v1ew_0n.
'lthar the U. S. or the Scviet Umh er
gerv neutrality arises OUtthOf der
weakness and not strengB ‘t e
has her internal prol?lgms. 1; dia
in line with her tradltlgnaltgg 1?; Jn
i stand out in

acmggi%lsglyany American aggression in,

the Pacific.

S ———

The woman @@pist

p erge about her
Sweden. The leading fact to CrOrt, K+ tap of fourteen ounces to

she generally uses & sledg

ordinary typewriter requ
depressrya key efficiently,

‘is one of the latest subjects of research in

ig that, while the

e-hammer blow of
les in Britain's daily Press and

sixteen pounds...... To judge f;-o;g:«:t‘?‘fn day-to-day jobs is a peculi-

magazines, wastage of physica
nrlg feminine foiple. Stb down W
cry} reorgantze your

ten infles a day. Going-it t00
be.the mark of -the enthusigstic

hile you string the beans, is a seiaéss:g!a'.’l'
hen so that you do not walk an imn‘eded y
T hard at anything is generally conct

teur—THE STATESMAN. ‘
. &



SIDELIGHTS : -

SRIMATI DURGABAI was appointed

a member of the Planning Com-
mission and placed in charge of the
social services, but she found out very
soon that there was no provision of
finance made to cover her branch of
work in the Commission. As her
mind works in straight lines and not,
in zig-zag puzzles it dig not take her
long to realise that without money no
planning as a member of ‘the Planning

Commissipn was worth attempting.

She lost no time in approaching the
authorities

concerned and argued
thuswise: “Without proper finance I
cannot justify my appointment to
this post. Either enable me to justjfy
it by giving the finance, or leave me
out.”  Such forthrightness, being
unusual with new entrants to high
offices, hit its mark. Durgabai got a
good start with a few crores placed at
her disposal, and she has been going
about the country seeking to discover

means for . making the best use of
them.
* *

Pandit Nehru is often called g
Hamlet and an escapist, but the real
fact of the matter ig that he has far
too much .work to do, and in the
pressure of unlimited problems on his
limited time many things are
attempted and few completely done.
But Pandit Nehry hag an invincible
honesty of burpose as the guardian of
the national interests, and he will
not resent trouble given to him in
parsuit of any plan Or measure per-
taining to any such interest, Nehru’s
€scapism is an inverted form of the
ineffectiveness . of many of the
colleagues and lieutenants ‘through
whom his work has to be done, They
play the courtier to Dlease him angd
unpleasant responsibilities get evaded.
Nehru needs g trouble-giver pledged
to the public interest t
int9 thg highest achievement . of
which his dynamic zeal and soaring

ambition for nationg] glory and great-
ness are poten

ing into. Such

*

and a fearless consclence; is Srimatj
She is meéreilegs in the tax

on time and effort-she.l¢vigs.on hese.

R

0 be impelled

tially capable of flower- -

self and on all others inviting {‘“ v

c0-operation in any common plai:

work. She will give no rest tow :

Prime Minister and that is just g

he needs to give of his best. . o
L 3 *

Durgabai is indefatigable. g Y
also is indefatigable, but his sabl
individual indefatigability. Dur > qual.
combines with indefatigable 1nlei g
painstakingness, the gift of 1nspg M
her fellow-workers with somethin
the tempo of her own restless c;)ns ;
cration to the service of public o M
tutions. Disparity between n; <he.
and ends is the usual refuge O ated
faint-hearted when they are defed’z
in the struggle of life after having oy
their hands to some high Pm'% oF
But Durghbai is never disheartened %

fear or failure and is always ‘;}t :

daunted. She has the Gandhian

of turning ordinary clay into heré :

moulds. The Andhra Mahila Sabha %"

a significant monument to her cap?”..

city for multi-purpose benefacti!
through economy of husban JoT.
without multiplicity of organisatio®:
Few realise perhaps the enormo}
variety of services concentrated wi tg:
the boundaries of the Sabha’s activh T
1t provides schooling for girls. 18
teaches handicrafts. It grooms 8iF

unable to go to college for .the.degfisvv;:
examinations of the Benares UniV;
sity. It has established a hostel g‘s
girls. It runs a press. It publlShds‘f:,‘
& monthly magazine and afforad:

opportunities to aspirants to joﬂm’:i”-
lism among women. It has a hospita:
and a home for the training of nurse®
under its care. © :

* » L4

Even in the Sahara, Durgabai will-

find something to do and discover ¥
band of kindred spirits to enrich Hfe
with activity. The Bharat Sevak
Samaj could not have found a more
intrepid monjor. I 'C. R. had.
not foisted Srl Bhaktavatsalam on the
Samaj. Association with g contro-
Versial figure of & none too savoury
reputation is not likely to give to the:

fortunes of the Samaj 1 Tamil Nadu

the drive and the fillip to, which, 1t 38
enditled . by. virtue of its. excellent

+ Objcotives. " of all  He ~_displaced

]

Ministers Sri Bhaktavatsalam is tlilﬁ
one most rebellious against the e
Iate that has overtaken him, the ‘;II:
least likely to submit tamely to being

_ But on the shelf. He may be reckoned

i t
€ most dangerous to the .regxme _tba
has Supplantgd him as his p;ochvu'i{
Qr jntrigue is most notorious. o
might have been thought, from the
tactical point of view, that the pin-
g down of a potential mischie -
Maker to an occupation leaving na
Surplus energy for intrigue is 2
master-stroke of policy worthy of sn;ge
port if only in the interest of_ he
8teadiness of the provincial adminis
ration, .

: ) tion

There are two sides to the ques
Taised by C. R. as to who owns Ma@rai
0 say that the Tamils own it 1nt'_
mil gathering like the Tamil Etis ‘;e

will obviously please and wil

~ 8reeted with cheers and thrilled

€Xcitement, and it is of course mathe-

] : it is not in
ically correct. But 1 ‘not
g(ﬁ;flgrm?ty with the hlggest prilrr:g;!pls

he Constitution. Livery

21fnst leand of ours bel_ongs 'to nol;:dii
in particular and all 1;1 umlsa%,n. o 9.‘

a worthy part to pl .
Eggional leader to empl?as1se e).cclu1
jveness of possession In natl‘ortla
Zssets to the detriment of the u;) 1‘;(.-,
rating objectives of the new R'eplé.
. envisaged in the Const{tu ion.
%shose who flourish the Gita in
ublic as an emblem of God-fparm%
giety have a further duty. Did no

av in Bhagavatam
Sulb{gtisci%g the kings concernngo%%
with victories over {L‘gr;el,ft,htelzis kia;l i

t them, 5

;)‘;ggthlfin‘;s of Death, wish to conquer
m?"an my account kings dispute ‘Thi;
Earth is wholly mine, 0 fool, tlzcnltli gge
ours’, and in rivalry t_hey il one
cymoth’er and lay down their oWn lives.

—SAKA.

—————

COMMUNITY PROJECTS ]?SND_
DEVELOPMENT COMMITTE

By “SOIL CONSER VATIONIST”

HE Chief Minister of 2 magog
State is reported to have stecz) ne;—
Tecently that the activity of alc m-
Dunity project comprises mereyious
Coordinateq effort of the Yarthat
epartments. -He seems to imp yAme-
ere is nothing novel about thginated
en discovery of such coOr linated
8ttivity and the American al | il
erefore have to be taken for w at
.Werth, If this is the meagur a
\dersic nging of a communidy 11:1 o
t prevalent among the Adm s
Wators of these projects. tI}Geno the
American aid in India might g
Way it had gone in old China. .
7 We have been observing the fl(x)n oo,
tve effort of the various Gover e
‘mfﬁo!'gans during the last ﬁveive s
YEars in the food production drive and
R e S of
15 00 W \ e
tﬂc&&‘ iisghese organs in the _era&ie
$&tion of floods and famines in he
®untry. The departments of a8

) i-
Wture and irrigation have been It
g’ﬁlce in this country almost -2

If and it is the rgsult
cgnm?i’rangu;r%?ne effort eﬁectly§l§
0emen'ced with that of the ogxmt;lxe
‘c enue department that lq G
o try to the present economic evc;ci
cOucliler 3t,he famine code 2 colleqtor cou !
b dowed with almost dlctatoxt';ll?
e et with the functior}s of all he
powerfments in the district vested in
dgpar He can coordinate qnd comI;
hlm.d all the services. .Wlt'h sucl-
mau;eme powers of coordlnatlon,t ctc;1 -
f:g:or have come gngi gonfe, bfl&lxmine
recurring mass affliction 0 fart
and floods is ever on the }ncre v;ith

What could not be achleveg with
such concentrated power 1S oW
ht to be done th}'opgh Dev : D
sougt Committees consisting of var ou(si
miﬁrogeneous elements of ommal (aﬁn .
o n-official hierarchy at the s.tatez s;
i t and taluq levels. Our eg(pen%ng
tlr}ch these committees is 1_1ke _h1s.
‘Tvgéy indulge In unending d:lz((:’l;zzlog;
rs or schemes Spo
meﬁéﬁgﬁ and influential meprzioi;gf
f)iacé and ultimately some '

aaty



whom it professes to fight

mendations are sent t
which are hg ent to Government of . s o ]
various d eparltrgiz nlé’nlzlemented by the reng ﬂli:;i%s and non-officials at diffes - ""f:'min This is how the so-called tenants exploiting class, fes
the oth s for one reason or s cannot plan, much less, A romien S advantage of the meaningless are today happy. The Socialists have a
er. Matters get st execute, for mass scal 1 = ; mises and trouble the landlords with- tchless technique. They raise the
scme level and the ¢ _Stuck up at perity. Ma, cale material prod® . b paying rent and e L etiverd At e ey e oiteh, and
mendations ommittee’s recom~  built . Ss prosperity cannot be, . *bossession and without delivering tempo O e workers 10 & igh pitch, al
remair , unwholesome as the uilt up by paper planning by heteror * ““Whe i of lands. Are these the tenants suddenly bring it down to a zero point
£ am their only solid achi y are, geneous elements imbued with 1o ubls ould be given protection? ~The making the workers helpless and pros-
or gloating in the pres evements common purpose | “their es given by the mighty tenants to .trate before their bosses. The leadership
platform. The Rayal s and on the I ’ e dng 1 landlords, especially those belong- gets confused, and knows not what to do
%Opment Committeeyahz:ee;,n gn Deve- Wa{_’; rahcgmmunity programme every - "'Otherg minority communities, widows and  at _the actual timei1 (zfpaczion.
ioning € func- shed of a region is ed, N » are innumerable. Today, the Socialist Party is leaving no
It coul, dfgzﬂge past four or five years the land . and witer regglsli:zgzgri%of : ‘be o the aim of the Government should stone unturned to regain the little fol-
disastrous fa er plan for averting the roughly examined and improvemen oy egb; to help the poor and not the so- lowing they had had before the general
did it at ‘mine in Rayalaseem designed and the 1 . ‘A enants. The only way to benefit elections. Its leaders, J. P. Narain, has
sal l?‘ tempt to capitalize the 4 1O shed, not merel people of the water”. rﬂandspoor is to assign some Government recently ended a 21-day self-purification
i rellef expenditure for  colos- place, a ely the few elite of the “Brin and ryots’ lands for fair price and fast. In Bombay and Poona, it led a
e famine once for al eradicating  prore re contacted and their pro- ithe g pressure on the rich to part with —movement of food Satyagrahas. Some
ieqmre an expensivg (;o It %oes not giv?sagéscgsﬁed in a heart to heart . o ;rgandi in favour of the poor. This satyagrahis wire jageg orAfg?ed, ?nd then
ecom mmitt ake . ‘ an bring economic equality. the movement ended. empts were
river gﬁnd the construction of e;;a.go basis of such a tkrlr:)igl? e{{ and onﬂt 1;18 ; £ S, ‘VAR%DA RAO.  made in Hyderabad to collect a few peo-
the reacgyogr%{fﬂs which are beyané an integrated system gof lﬁgﬁﬁfﬁné’n’ . Ulavapadu. ple for such a movement, but there was
¢ nation of each o no response.
:(?hglrlrf moment, nor to géogif(!hequer cording gg %h%iroupl()f' Watgrsheds il - Socialist Semersaults with the municipal elections fast ap-
& meant to serve sect Up the printed. B r relative size is blue-- ; proaching, the Socialists in Andhra have
vested interests. Coul ectarian and progran ased upon these, action 'SOclui una Asaf Al has.declared that the geared up their work, concentrating their
ment Committee d this Develop- c01§ 1mmes are commenced with the Tkt alists had become the fifth colum-  gctivities between Bhimavaram _and
study the prop go to each village, ¢ plete association of the inhabl- Di)lls of the bourgeoisie. Of late, their  Vijayawada. They have joined an impo-
group. bi broblems of each watershed tants and with their own local resour- -Dolicies have become disruptive o the' tent movement for the Andhra State,
a P, blece by piece and i ?d ces, assisted by a mini tate - Opposition in the post-election legisla- launched by Swami Sitaram. Socialist
nd plan for the it by bit, aid in the form of inimum of si&7H . es, much to the safety of the Congress, Satyagrahis are moving in  batches in
of finance and mate~ - Which represents the vested interests. trains without tickets, and this ticket-
' itself lacking & less travel being ignored by the autho-
pot know what to do. They

The Socialist Party, 1 .
Ygid discipline, is today making consis- rities, they do
lliance with the are going round the Governmenf offices

e Andhra State without

inte ]
grated develop- rials. The common man is taken into.

ment of the r ces o ng an
esour i nfide
f the region confidence and all the planning

With the lang
basic element; water and men as th ition i
ents and wi s the execution is done with ete ®nt efforts to get up an a
?mgrammes self-Sugggi‘t_ODeratxonal -concurrence at every stal,lglg °ﬂm§3m, Squally indis&pglienedeisan Mazdoor Praja  demanding th
east paying their Wt ing or at DNty project is the.r ofore 3 £arty (KMP). knowing that it is not the officers there
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diate execos] effective and = wherein the top nstitu the Cominunist Party, the Socialist lea- Unfortunately for the Socialists, there
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- will of the com ves sit along with the .. des to promote its own selfish ends 7ather Their party’s future is bleak there.
fghd results cannot be achicyen o g"‘;pl‘? or walk with them in the" than for the good of the masses. It R. R. GIDUGU.
ese committees meeti chieved by Watershed, discuss their land and. Wants to ule the country with lmpracti- :
way sitting around ng once in a other rural problems, pla Iue- table policies. It wants either the Con- What Is Liberalism?
tea table in 2 heavily loade; Prnt on the spot, and al and blus” Bress or the Socialists to rule. In the \ ’ .
o i a collector’s bangalow o IOrthwith wit pot, and also exdcuteé. st dlections, they set up candidates in It is easy to rouse the passion of the
i nicipal office, with the cl * as th ith the people themselves almost oIl constituencies with the full - masses and engage them to do destructive
putting up papers, speakin clerks . e mm&in operatives. Convinced . owledge that there would not be any  acts. It is qimcult to discipline them to
unbaked or half-bak g airily over of the efficacy of the progra in- thance for them to Win; and by doing do constructive work., Any despotic ruler
projects and finall ed. schemes and Which they themselves hg mme Y 0 they split up the opposition to the can maintain law and order by using.the
irresponsible ally recording some leading role with th av.e taken ? f Jongress. They openly said they did not  forces at his comimand. But it is diffi-
yPonsible resolutions. © * " the experts, the e asslstanCe e o ron of deteatins tnan thelrs to teke  oul fo c3lo8 0 oF Y B altam s 10
~ “unity pr P ’ e will contribute - ‘he er ¢ defeating the Congress. They  peobie, of liberals
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therefor. e Indlan model gre L -OMiPHY contributed by the g " et D Aoy Party has done enough  cracy gift SUVIC only if it succeeds in
g e poles asunder. In mental ecredit y the govern- voe to the working class movement. It establishing 2 real partnership between
ena of material prosperit ~the 55 or dela agency without much woke the solidarity of the working masses the tolling masses and the intelligentsia.
munity project is a sclentin ¥: & com- g workeq V. The whole programme )y forming the Hind Mazdoor Sabha as & Sentiment of the masses 1s generally in
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. E eft and the extreme fight is not

“Thanks to the 1 ershi the Socia- extreme I



it. The Indian Communists say that they
desire to work with people who follow the
principles of liberal democracy. But in
practice they choose to be in the company
of reactionaries. True liberals are not
interested in power politics. They are
interested in the welfare of the common
people and in safeguarding the civil
rights of citizens.

In essence, there is no difference
between humanism and liberalism.

C. V. RAJAGOPALACHARI.

Famine Relief And Red Tape

The ' Government is not combating

effectively famine in Rayalaseema. One

Minister or the other is touring Rayala-

seema and yet no one seems to have found

. the solution. The Government’s gruel

centres have become centres for breeding

idleness. The deserving are not given gruel

but they need not have any grievance.

The gruel is so bad that it is causing

even unknown diseases. We have heard

of the Government’'s intention to give

loans, but those who distribute them,

are unsympathetic and red tape is there.

In some talugs like Madanapalli, Vayal-

pad and Punganur the authorities have

not disbursed as much money as has heen

spent on the staff. Why nat the Govern-

ment, instead of having a separate staff

for this purpose, authorise the cooperative

societies already in existence to take up

the work of granting loans? The Govern-

ment is giving loans to people who have

property. What about those who have

no property? Does it not occur to the

&y - 4 Government that they should at least be

< ,. .~provided with work to enable them to
f earn their livelihood.

R P. NARAYANA REDDI.
Madanapalli.

LAY

~

Why Not A Small-Investors’ Loan?
Regarding the loan floated by the
Madras Government, a District Collector
sald that more important than the
amount subscribed was the number of
persons who contributed to it. It is
because of this we could without doubt
say that in this admittedly rash venture
of Rajaji, there were motives more impor-
. tant than money. He sought an indica-
P tion of the backing he had. Though the
ST loan was a big success, the point that
’ - much of it came from the rich or the
- District Boards, and in four and five digit
figures, ¢annot be ignored, }
This “spontaneous and sincere rally of
the moneyéd class around the banner” as
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Jp his characteristic manner,.as
QKL ‘to ‘that .of  the vote of
secuted in, the Legislg-

‘and the methotls were different WheRy

d. i, 1= not what Rajajl

‘a ‘vate of .confi .

it

to the great hearts of the small mvey

I disagree with you when you 5191'1
the rich contributed “everything
power to make the loan & resoun o
cess to advertise to one an@ all the CH
worthiness of its distinguished
nist” I want to see what you
if Rajajl floats another loan
individual contributions to &
rupees.

Electricity Bills .
There is a need for modifying .
design of the electricity .bills sen
the consumers in the City. The B
used is very small and in a fqdfid g
colour, the letters are hardly visible. ;
detatls furnished therein should be up
standable even to ordinary men.

2

private company was supplying elec
and Government management sho
mean all-round deterioration. :
P. V. SRINIVASAN§ :
Medical Concession

Under the recent liberalisation of
medical aid rules, low-paid Govern
servants are sought to be Ewent
benefit of exemption from paymen
diet charges and the cost of specmlme
expensive drugs, which _previously
themselves had to pay for. This:sho
be welcomed only on the principle d
charity, though done niggardly, shoul
encouraged and accepted. It 18, T Rog
ever, noteworthy that there is no ¥ W
rantee that a diseased Government i
vant would be admitted to a hospital g
of right. There is also no indicatiod -0
he would be given preference OVEI OLE <
in the matter of admission. It 48 2o
clear whether high-priced and ind=%y
pensable medicines would be secured
State cost and-administered to a pati 18l
even though they are not in the hospi¥
but cen be had in the open market. 4

The Madras, scheme must be com ot
with the Contyibutory Health Service 2o
Government Staff of the Union Gavel‘:"m
ment. Under the Union scheme,
forms of medi¢al treatment, donﬂcﬂm» i
and institutional, are made available | p
ail classes of Government servants 10‘”
small graded manthly contribution. iy
many as fifty medical attendants, inck
ing several women doctors, have been
apart for solely attending to the B
of the Governnient employees at De“*
These doctors are allowed no.private Prac:
tice, 50 that they can devote thelr WHIM
time in serving the employees of the GOX
ernment. Of course they are CcompewT
| sated for 'loss of prives

l_sov)

Branches and Sub-Offices in all the important places
in the Madras Presidency and in Bombay.

_Issued & Subscribed Capital Rs. 72,00,600 .
' Reserve Fund o, 62,00,000
.
¢ Paid-up Canital . 53,49,000

ALL KINDS OF BANKING BUSINEZS TRANSACTED. . i1

N. GOPALA IYER,®
Secretary. -

'HE INDIAN" Beyagug.’.;l;?"
; FFICE. . ) BANK: .
”""Zé}#ﬁu’cﬁf’%ﬁp. "MADRAS.

INTHIIE
A INSURANGE |

i
> W

lnsure your Motor Vehicles with tl
foremost and largest Motor Insuran
Company of South India, whlcb
foted for its competitive Premu
rates and prompt settlement of claims.

2\ |
“ Head O'H'\'Lcet
MADRAS.]
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