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B Promote. Co-operative Planning (}A
Of Community Prosperity

Lo 5 M. : On the occassion of the formal inauguration of the:
' M\ - e’ g g ”. Swatantarnagar Co-operative Site Society by Mr. J.L.P.

g . Roche-Victoria, M.L.A., on 15th April 1952, Sri T,
Ratnam, Deputy Registrar of Co-operatxve Societies;;
Madras. made a noteworthy speech.

Adult Education, he was iven to understand, wa.
& Jmeant to promote Co-operative planning of Community
_mellife. He had no doubt Co-operation was the key to the
solution of many sacial ills like mass illiteracy and mass
lgnorance

Continuing Sri Ratnam said: Many a Co-operative
Boclety had been started, with enthusiasm: but their
success depended on the measure of self-help evineed by
members. Saving through thrift should be the aim of
every member, not borrowing. A Co operative Society

Awhich managgd to stand on its own legs, borrowing as
@little as possible, was bound to flourish and make the
members prosperous.
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EDITORIAL

Training for Adult Education Teachers and Workers

Adult Education teachers and
workers require training. It is not
as if any person with whatever tem-

erament or experience can handle
the illiterate and ill-equipped adult.
The South Indian Adult Education
Association discovered this first; apd,

ia for the first time in India, Training
" of Adult Education Teachers was
- undertaken unofficially in Madras as
long ago as 1939-40. The first course
conducted extended over a month.
Very soon after that the South Indian
Adult Education Association brought
out a small booklet in which it sug-
gested five months training. How-
ever, that Association, as a non-
official body could not run such a
course actually, because it had nei-
ther the resources nor the encourage-
ment needed. During times when
the agents of the British Govern-
ment were suppressing national
. development, it was not easy for the
Association to take up heavy res
ponsibilities. It had therefore to
‘ content-itself with schemes of train-
ing of much shorter dur.atl'on. As
a.matter of fact, the Association took
up ordinary literacy as the. first step
to be achieved, and to that end

arranged training of workers for
short periods. The activity, espe-
cially in Andhra, became a source of
displeasure for the Britisher and
both Adult Education Training
Classes and Adult Education Classes
were banned jn 1942 except with
police or madisteiial permissions.
Actually a Conference proposed to
be held at Guntur could not be held.
It was only when calmer times dawn-
ed and the Madras State Govern-
ment formulated a scheme in 1948,
after full independence of India had
been achieved, that serious thought
was given to the problem of train-
ing of adult teachers. ;

Adult Education was not conceived
of as mere literacy. A three year
syllabus was drafted for the adult to
equip him with sufficient literacy to
read and understand a daily news-
paper. That really meant a fairly
advanced stage of General Know-
ledge. As the Government of
Madras, at the time, envisaged
Eighth Standard, or Third Form, or,
Higher Grade trained teachers to be
drafted—mostly the latter—it was
considered necessary that the ill-
equipped Elementary School master

-
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should receive, during training, good
gronnding in methods of teaching

subjects of General Knowledge. As.

the adult teacher had to improvise
so many things on the spot he had to
be given practical training in several
directions. In fact, the period of
.8ix weeks was’considered insufficient.
After the Madras Scheme started
work the Central Government who
had proceeded one stage further
than mere ‘literacy’ and had formu-
lated what is at present known as
“Social Education in four months”
came on the scene and the Madras
Scheme accommodated “Social Edu-
cation” by fixing it as the very first
stage in the first year’s course for
the adult. Even when the three
years’ course of the adult was adum-
brated, it was not expected that all
the adults that entered the institution
for them, would stay on for all the
three years. It was taken for grant-
ed that many would“drop off after
they had picked up a little reading
and writing.

But the Madras scheme set up a
higher approach to Adult Education
than even what is known as Social
Education. Rural Colleges were
thought of, and started. The three-
year Adult Education course would
have formed a foothold to proceed
to these Rural Colleges. The idealism
of the Minister who framed the
whole scheme was not probably
understood by those who were in
charge of working out the scheme or
probably the scheme did not promise
enough and immediate economic
results. Certainly the Department of
Public Instruction did not push the
scheme with the vision and the
enthusiasm that it deserved. So it
has happened, that the Departmental
men, who have plumped even at
- Seminars, have no higher notion of

Adult Edu_cation than the four
months Social Education course. They
have clamoured for a reduction in the

period of training, It must be noted,

however, that expert opinion, as indi-
cated by the Indore National Semi-
nar, has moved apace from the Social
Educatlon aim to the “Community
Centre,” and that Stateslike Travan-
core-Cochin and Mysore have longer
courses of training extending to five
and six months. Whether the country
can immediately work up the Com-
munity Centre idea extensively or
not, it is certain that the demand is
made that the adult should have
graded facilities for education lead-
Ing him on to General and Technical
Culture of a fairly high order to
Serve economic and socjal ends.

As Adult Education, more especially
the Literacy step, init has necessarily
to be a mass movement requiring the
services of all educated men of all
grades, all types of training—even
extending to a small number of hours
at the lowest—have come into vogue
and will come into vogue and pro-
bably the Government may have to
recognise some of them for particular
purposes-for example, the training of
College students only for five days
to work as squads during summer
under the guidance of their lectyrers
who, in their turn are trained inten-
stvely for but ten days—the standard
Adult Education unit in the village in
charge of a very moderately educated
person—must well be planned in
keeping with our highest ideals and
objectives. It i there that we main-
tain that the training of our Adult
Education teachers should be as full
as may be. It may be that the,,
Government will have to set up twg”
types of training, one for full Com-
munity Centre and the other fory
something lower, ) j

L
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The teachers of such units will
gerve as the rallying point for all

 Adult Education workers who are not
expected to reach the qualification

set by the Department of Adult Edu-
catior{ The bgst thing to do for the
Government is to maintain standards
of a high order in their own institu-
tions ‘and aid liberally non-official

Welcome to the New

We extend a hearty welcome_to
our new Education Minister, Dr.
M. V. Krishna Rau. We are glad that
a person fairly in the education field
has been chosen to fill the post of the
Education Minister. He has been
connected with the Andhra Univer-
sity for about seventeen years. He
has done good work as a member of
its Syndicate. That he has sympathy
for the poor whose cause of funda-
mental Adult Education we stand for
i clear from his association with the

. Vizagapatam Port Workers Associa-

tion. He was its President for long.
We have no politics. But we know
that in the present set up of .the
Madras Ministry the Ministers have
necessarily to make headway against
a number of difficult situations. Yet,

bodies for special types of work of
various descriptions, including wide-
spread propaganda and mass contacts
of several grades for Adult Educa-
tion purposes. As the whole question
of organisation for Adult Education
appears to be under revision, we have
ventured to make a few observations
in this article which may be helpful.

Education Minister

we do hope, that Dr. Krishna Rau
will stand up for the right thing in
the educational field, more especial-
ly, in Adult Education which is the
real need of the hour, and do his
utmost to spread literacy and know-
ledge in a quick and efficient manner
amongst the masses. 1t is time that
a fresh approach was made to the
problem of Adult Education and it
was dealt with, not as a preserve of
authority for the Education Depart-
ment, but as a problem connected
with the whole mass of people in the
land requiring the attention, energy
and endeavour of all eucated people.
We expect that Dr. Krishna Rau,.
will give the problem that fresh
approach.

Sri G. Harisarvothama Rau’s Work

The following is a Report of the work
done by Sri G. Harisarvethama Rau.
Honorary Organiser, Adult Eduecation,
Andhradesa, during the months of January,
February and March 62 :— ) .

During the three months Sri G. Hari-

. gsrvothama Rau visited (1) 20 Adult

Eduocation Centres, (2) existing Govern-

* ment Training Schools for Adult Teachera
. on eight occasions staying two to three

days at a time, (2) the special iutensive

. training Centres for B.Eds. and school
# agsistants on three occasions (4) and
¥% o libraries and addressed (5) teachers
" zatherings (6) one students gathering: and
i (7) forty six public meetings. Besides he
& soured with the Special Film Officer for
. abous ® Week and in the Chodsvaram and

Ellavaram Taluks of the Fast Godavari
Agency to study the conditions of the
tribal people. He sent special reports on
his tour with the Special Film Officer as
also on the conditions in the tribal areas.
He visited Bellary and Peeldapuram to
examine accommodation for Adult|Training
schools and sent reports pertaining thereto.
In addition he conducted a Rural Adult
Education Workers Camp at Gospad in the
Kurnool distriot for a week as alsoa famine
Relief Workers Camp at Anandasramam,
He presided over and spoke at two Social
Service League functions at Guntur and
Masulipatam and at the annual ocelebra-

tions of the Ramakrishna Grandhalaya s |

Kaja in the Krishna Distriot.
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Attitude of People Towards
Adult Education
A PSYCHOLOGICAL ENQUIRY
Sri P. V. Veerarahavan, a Psychology Honours Student of the Presidency

College, and student. representative of the South Indian Adult Education Aggociation
is conducting an enquiry into the attitude of people towards Adult Educatiodi, under the

direction and guidance of Dr. B. K
Phychology, Fresidency College, Madras.

The enquiry is being conducied on behalf
of the South Indian Adult Education
Asssociation, Madras. Sri. P. V. Veera-
raghavan has been connected with the
Adult Education Movement for the past
five years. He was one among ithe first
batch of University students who under-
went training in Adult Education and con-
ducted centres in Madras City. He has been
oconnected with the Association and has
served the Association in various capacities,
representing the student population, Ina
recent article published in the Psychology
Magazine, Presidency College, be has
stated that students must be given Proper
guidance in conducting Adult Education
and other Social Welfare Work. His
experience with other students has shown
that University students are best suited for
doing propaganda for Audlt Education and
the like, bat they are not successful as

uppuswamy, M.a., D.Litt., Head of the Department of

teachers in the centres, Assisting him in
his enquiry is Sri C. R. Paramesh, another
Peychology Honours student of the
Presidency College.

The enquiry which is now at a Prelimi-
nary Stage consists of three questionnaires
intended to serve the three types of people
whom apny scheme of Adult Education
must take into account. The question-
nalreg arereproduced here and readers are
regu.egted to send their comments and
critioisms about the same to the Editor,

Adult Education Review, 2/21 First Li
Beach, Madras-1. ' Line

) The object of the questionnaire is to try
it on & random area sample of the Madras
State population and paid out the publio
opinion towards Adult Education.

Questionnaire on the Attitude Towards Adult Education
(The South Indian Adult Education Association.)

MADRAS,
To H
The Adult Education Teachers:
1. General Particulars:—
1. Name : Age
8. Sex . Religion and Qi
5. Area 6. Eduostion Caste
7. Mother tongue 8. Occupation
9. Monthly income 1

II, Details:

1. How many adults regularly attend your Centres?
2. Why do they come to the Centres regularly ?

(a)
(c)
(e

(%)
(a)
(1)

B
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, 8. Why is it that the other adults do not attend the Centres?
. (a) ()
(c) g}i))
4. Wl(xeu)t made you take up to Adult Education Work?
g
(0) . 3 -
5. Since how many years you have ble:n v:orku;g 1;1 this field ?
dults have you made literate so far
'?: Iifxoyo::'u:;:io‘:l what further steps should be taken fo attract more adults
i ?
to the literacy C?an)tres »
() (d)
e) (N
8. Any other remarks,
? The Adults Attending the Education Cenires.
1. General Particulars i—
2. Age
%. geaxme 4. Religion and Caste
. 6. Area
’? g::‘l:;:g::gue 8. Monthly income
i rs.
9, No. of children above 5 yea ) Boys ) Girls
i i hool.
10. No. of children going to sono ) Bogs ) Girls
11. Details:
i ttending the Adult Education Cent}'e? Yes/No .
% \%CLZ: l:r.};kteh: b:neﬁtg you expf(sct to get by learning to read and write ?
b)
© @
3. Whaf ::')e the benefits you are d(;riving by being a member of the Centre ?
(a) (6
(c) (((3
(e) _ o
i it that the other adults are not attending the 'entro?
g. &Zth]irle the difficulties preve(n)ting them from attending?
' b
© (@ o
6. What are your suggestions to ove:;c«):me these difficulties ?
(@) b
{c) (d)
7. Any other remarks:
i‘ho Adults not attendiag the centers:
1. General Particulars: s Ave
. Ag
é. g&‘ne 4. Religion & Caste
5. Mother tcingue g gc;:l‘xputlon
Monthly lncome: 8 .
g' N:.notf c{xildren above 5 years . Boys ise Gp-lg
10, How many going to school ? i. Boys éi. Girls

it 1 IR
BRSSP R RN ¥
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: II. Details.

1. Why do you not go to the Adult Education Centre ?
2. Do you like to learn to read and write? Yes/No
3. Why do you not like to learn ¢

4.

Don’t you think that you will benefit by attending to Centres ? Yes/No

6. What are the difficult which preve?t)you from attending ?
b

a) ,. :

(c)

(@)

6. What are your suggestions to over come these difficulties ?
b)

(a
(o)

(@)

7. Why is it the other people are not attending ?

© %

Any other remarks.

Why do you think others are attending the Centreg ¢

THE EDUCATION QUARTERLY

We have received The Education Quarterly

for Marce 1952. It is No. 13 of, Volume IV,
a Governmeat of India, Ministry of Educa-

* tion, publication. A new orientation has
been given to the Journal, and its scope

' has been widened with the object of increa-
sing its direot utility to teachers and other
educational workers. It provides authori-
tative information regarding educational
and oultural programmes, aotivities, ex-
ﬁriments etc in India and abroad. The
arch 1952 issue is rich with original
articles, and gives the place of honour to
the full text of President Dri Rajandra
Prasad’s inaugural address at the joint meet-
ing of the Inter University Board of India
and the Executive Council of the Assooia-
tion of the Universities of the British
Commonwealth on 218t December 1951, at
the Delhi University. Two articles from
The Bducational Quarterly for March 1952
" —(1) Education and Social Service by Dr.
K. L, Shrimali and (2) Social Eduocation in
Turkey—ex-soliders fight illiteracy—are
being republished.in this issue of the ‘Adult

ducation Review.’ .

The Educational Quarterly for March 1952
starts with the following message from the
Hon’ble Education Minister, Maulana Abul
Kalam Agzad:

- It gives me great pleasure to gend this
message of good wishes on the inaugura-
tion of the 4th Volume of The Education

¢ emmm—— yva———

by .
BRSNS R

‘only if it cultivates this dyn

Quarterly. This J
the Ministry with
pablicity to the
meetings, conferen

ournal wag sturteedl by
the objeot of giving due
educational activities,
ces and other events of

-cultural importance in the Indian Union.

It has served this purpose .well

beoomq an authoritative olearing ﬁ:gseh:z
educational information

country but also outside. It
brought to the notice of our t
other educational workers im

cational events and movemen
countries.

I am glad to find, however the
journal has not remained content witth tthhi:
rather limited soope of work and has now
éxpanded it further by ineluding origina)
articles and contributions and its trying to
provide educational materials which all
stimulate oreative thinking amongst our
teachers and help to solve th
problems- I am convinced th
can.play its part effectively in

has also
eachers and
portant edu-
ts in foreign

at education
national life
amioc outlook

and if teachers have an experimental atti-

:g?e towards their work,
8 aspect and providing actual gyi

for teaol:mrs in tlhisL ldireotion. thisggz?rtx;?l
oan make a valuable contrih

Ministry’s vital task of wigion to the
tional leadership and initiating and

nating progressive educationa] policies.

not only inside the

eir manifold

¥ stressing .

Providing eduga- ¢
coordi-
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Swatantarnagar Co-operative Site
Society Inaugurated.

Mr. J. L. P. Roche-Victoria on Community Centre Method.

i i th Indian Adult

. pP. Roche-Victoria, M-L.A., General Secretary, Son ) v
. MIAJs'oIc;iaI;ion, formally inaugurated the Swatantarnagar Co-opera.éwa Site
ggo‘tggui): Sv:atantarnagar, Krishnampet, Madras, on 16th{April 1952, Sri K S. Rama-

swami Sastri, e

i Srinivasa Rao, one of the ice
Prigdsflltﬁwa of the .ASSOOIatIOD. Sri
P. 8. Krishnaswamy, Director, Arundall?
Adult Education Centre, Sri T. Ngesa.'
kantan, Seoretary, A'soka. Society, and Sri
Ratnam, Deputy Registrar of_Co-operatwe
Societies, Madras, were prominent among
those present. There was a large gatpe-
ring of men and women who were be_a.mmg
with the joy of a new life of comlntg to_
own the site and raise comfortable struec
ures thereon. .
f In his introductory rerparks, Sri
K. S. Ramaswami Sastri said th.a.t th‘e1
Society which had begn duly regx_ster;
was first the step in unity, and that if the

. members continued to co-operate and act

together they stood to realise all the bene-

fits of a corporate community life. He

id a tribute to Sri T.J. R, G.op?,l, Orga-
x’;?sing Secretary of the Association, wh(}
working tirelessly under the guidance o
Sri G. Harisarvothama Rau, had broughi(:l
the Society into existence. He rgcallel
what Dr. Laubach had said about Sri Gopa
and his devotion to the cause of Adult
Education. Sri Gopal was a tireless worker
with a passion for rendering service. Ifa

. 500 kindred spirits could be found and set

to work. the goal could be reached quiokly,

i ivi hort history
8ri T. J. R. Gopal, giving a 8
of Swatantarnagar, said: He came to

‘know about the oolony of Corporation

when he stood for elegtlon to
:ll:;plaiyte;scouncil. His contact wlthdtéxe
colony grew in course. of time, ax_ld had be-
come permanent- With his unerring vls;gn
Sri G. Harisarvothama Rau foresaw the

¥ i t the
o ntiality of the oolony and se 0
" f;::ker;toivork. The very narqe_‘swatand
_‘tarpagar’ was coined by them jointly an

' announced on the Independence Day ata

publio meeting- The fact that the members

Swatantarnagar colony spoke oue
“" *:g:::o and had common customs and avoba-
" 4lon—s community of interests and outlook
" . in other

SO |

words—was 8 great advantage to

T
N I
MR

- N
R A

President of the Association, taking the chair on the ocoasion.

the plapning of commnity life. Sri G. Hari-
sarvothama Rau evinced almost parental .
interest in the colony:he had visited it

many times in the course of four years and

addressed meetings. His earnest words

went home, and the seeds of nommunity

life were sown. Workers like Sri Munu-

swamy and Sri Raghavalu were found and
pressed into service. A good nm:nber of
Adult Educationists, leaders like Sri

K. S. Ramaswamy Sastri and Mr. J. L. P.

Roche-Victoria, the then Local Self-
Government Minister Sri K. Chandramouli,

Sri C. Narasimhan, the Corporation Com-

missioner, Adult Education workers hkq

Mrs. R. Radha, 8ri A.G. Vilva Roy, Sri
T. Neelakantan, Sri P.S. Krishnaswamy
and others visited the colony now and then

and addressed meetings. Delegﬁntes and
Obsgervers of the Frat South Indl.sn Semi-

nar on Adult Education)and Miss Ella
Griffin, the Unesco expert, _vmted the
colony and found in it the rudiments of a
community life. Also His Excellency the.
Governor of Madras the Mahnra;a:h of
Bhavanagar who took keen interest in a]l
Adult Social Education activities visited
the colony a few days before he bade good-
bye to Madras State.

Continuing Sri Gopal said : Thus._in
every possible way, the idea of d.eveloplng
the colony into a Mode! Community Centre
gained streugth. It was only proper
that self sufficiency became the purpose of .
all effort in the colony. The idea ‘of. '
acquiring the eighteen grounds. of site
available, through a Co-operative Site
Society, was gsoon conceived, but it was by
no means an easy job to convince the poor
people of the soundness of t.he idea.. The
purpose of a Co operative Site Soo.iety a.lid .
the great benefit they were likely 3
derive therefrom were explained to them
at several meetings and in group gather-
ings. Side by side, negotiations for pur- .

" chase were carried on with the Commis-

sioner by Sri G. Harisarvothama Rau and
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the speaker. Every tiime they met
‘him the Commissioner, Sri C. Narasimhan,
evinced increasing sympathy for the wel-
fare of the Corporation employees and
wanted to help them buy the site. He
first asked for about Rs. 30,000. Then he
quoted about Rs. 20,000 and again he had
reduced the fizure to about Rs. 10,000. It was
not unreasonable to expect him to place the
matter before the City Council. champion
the cause of the poor Corporation employees
and successfully persuade the Council, to
agree to the price of about Rs, 5000. The
fact that the Commissioner evinced such
practical and ready sympathy gave a fillip
to the idea of forming a Co-operative Site
Society. The people came forward and
subsoribed a share capital of Rs. 1,000. They
were getting ready to raise Rs. 1,000. and
the South Indian Adult Education Agsacia-
tion was ready to contribute Rs. 1,000 That
real friend of the poor Sri Ratnam, Deputy
Registrar of Co-operative Societies, stepped
in, at the right hour, and helped in getting
the Society registered. The members were
now seized with the spirit of co-operation.
By and by they could be expected to develop
full community life The South Indian Adult
Eduncation Association was taking interest
in the Co-operative Site Society because
Co-operation was one kind of Adult Social
Education. He (the speaker) had no doubt
that success and prosperity would attend
the Site Society because it wasbeing inaun-
gurated by Mr. J. L. P. Roche-Victoria.
The South Indian Adult Education Associa-
tion started by him about thirteen years
ago had grewn into a great movement of
which South India could well feel proud.

Uonocluding Sri Gopal said that his thanks
were due to the many co-workers in the
cause of Adult Education who had respond-
ed to his request and were present, and to
Sri Srinivasa Rao who was on a visit to
the city and attended the function although
he was hard pressed for time and had to
leave.

Inasugurating the Society Mr. Roche-
Victoria said: The Society represented
one item in the big programme of starting
and running Community Céntres which the
South Indian Adult Education Association
had taken up in right earnest: Aduls
Education started but did not stop with
making the adult fundamentally literate;
it meant equipping the adult for the battle
of life in the individual and the family
sphere and for citizenship responsibility in

~with them and speak to the

the larger social and national life.
Association found in SwatmtarnagarTfl?
the elem.ents necessary to evolve a Model
Community Centre, and it had rightly cho-
sen the effective way of Co-operation for
achieving the objective. The success of
the Co-operative Site Society-about which
there could be no doubt—would pave the
way fgr the quick realisation of all the
other items of a Model Community Centre,
the construotion of modest dwellings, an
Elementary School, a Library and Reading
Room,'a ecreation and Sports Club, a Co-
operative General Stores, a dispensary, a
Maternity and Child Welfare Centre. Ina
recent speech, His Excellency the Gover-
nor of MndraS- Mr. Sri Prakasa who in his
native city had done considerable municipal
work and acquired thereby knowledge of
the probl'egns of the poor, rightly observed
that stability of society was more essential
t}\an stlblq Government: indeed. if stabi-
lity of society wag achieved, everything
else would be stable, not only Government.
The goal of Adult Social Eduoation, and
th:n?t[; of atll Cc;-operative effort and Com-
m centre planni i ili
munity cen. prcla)gres;.ng was sooial stability
Prpoeedinz Mr. Roche-Victoria said : It
was indeed a matter for satisfaction that
the labours of Sri G. Harisarvothama Ray
and Sri T. J. R. Gopal were bearing fruit
and Swataantarnagar promiged to grow intc;
u'Model Community Centre. The Associs-
tion was fortunate in having such enthy.
siastic workers, and a hard-working
Publicity Officer (Mr S, Airavatham). The
Aﬂsocn.ntion's thanks were due to Sri C.
Narasimham, Commissioner, Corporation

of Madras, who was doing his best in the -

matter of reducing the price f
eighteen grounds of site, ang Sri R:::n:gxo

eputy Registrar of Co-operative Scéieties,
who had been very helptul in getting the
Site Society registered and could be depend-
ed upon to foster the Co-operative effort in
the colony. He was glad Sri Srinivasa Rao
of Vetapalem, an, Adult Educationist of
great experience. was present on the ooca-
sion.

Sri Ratnam, Deputy Registrar of Co-op-
erative Societies, was requested to speak
He said he was indeed very happy to be
m,
a8 their friend and well-wia;::.w ﬁo.r:;‘
Co-operative Societies had been started with
geal, but- they .languished and did ng$
achieve the desired objects. : n

{Cohtinued on Page 136,)

The .reasen .
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Education and Social Service
By X. L.SHRIMALI

Social Service in Schools

It is now increasingly recoguised that
education has a social function. pn the
one hand it fits the pupils for society tgy
enabling them to find their proper place in
the social structure and on the othqr hand
it gives them an insight into socl‘al pro-
blems and the defects and shortcomings of
oontemporary life with a view tojreconstruc-
¢ingit. It trainsthe physical, intelleptua]
and emotional aspects of our personality so
that we may become healthy, efficient and
balanced citizens. It develops those moral
aad spiritual qualities which enable us .to
ghare the cultural life of the community
and enrich it by our unique contributions.
Viewed from this angle, education becomes
the’ best and the most effective kind of
of social service. )

In the past, social service was considered
a kind of benefit conferred on the poor or
the under-privileged. There has however
been a shift of emphasis in recent times.
Social service is now regarded as the
common effort of society to enrich normal
life.- It was in this seuse thatSir William
Beveridge said that social services are con-
cerned with efforts to conquer the five
giant evils of want, ignorance, *squalor and
anemployment.* No one now believes
that these evils are inevitable. By making
a total war against them, it becomes possi-
ble for society to eradicate them comple-
tely. Social work is just such an organised
effort which both the State and the volun-

“tary agencies undertake to fight these

gooial maladies. It isasystematicattempt
to bring a better adjustment between the
individual or the group and the environ-
ment. It not only seeks to modify the
pehaviour of the individual but also to bring
about such changes in the socialand econo-
mic conditions as make the adjustment less

. difficult for many persons-

It will thus be seen that education and
sooial service have many t.hings in common.
They both aim at the enrichment of human
life by bringing about better adjustment
between the individual and his social
environment. Both of them are motiva.ted
by s deep respect for the human personality.

"~ » Sir William Beveridge, The Pillars of Security,
pa’n 42-44 (George Auon’& Uanwin Ltd., London,
1843) ) -

Both have been the concerns of voluntary
agencies in the earlier period of our civilz-
ation but have now become the responsi-
bility of the State. The State hgs begun to
realise that its strength and progress
depend on the proper organisation of wel-
fare sevices. The modern State is fast
becoming a Welfare State and includes in
its scope not only education, medical help
and public health but all those services
which are necessary for the social security
ancd welfare of the State as a whole. Edu-
cation is one of the many social services
and hasa good deal in common with other
social services both as regards its objectives
and approach.

In our country those who are engaged
in the task of education cannot remain
indifferent to social service. Many persons
may question the value of orgarising prac-
tical social work in schools as it requires
maturity of mind and professional training.
It is true that the children do not possess
mental equipment required of a social wor-
ker, but in our country it will fake a long
time before properly trained and skilled
personel is available {o solve our urgent
social problems. Till more efficient wor-
kers are available, social welfare activities
in India should be organised on the same
principle as we render first-aid to relieve -
immediate suffering without special know-
ledge of medicine.

From the educational point of view
practical social work brings the children
into intimate contact whith social realities.
Education does not come primarily through
words but through concrete situations.
Most of the teaching material should be
drawn from the life of the community and
the children should be given opportunity to
have direct experience of the life and work
of their neighbourhoods. The children of
today will be the citizens of tomorrow and
unless they have learnt to share the feel-
ings of joy and sorrow, hope and despair of
their community, they will fail to render
effective service to it. By studying
the life of the members of the com-
munity, the methods of earning their
living and the means of recreations, the
children, particularly form the urban areas
who lack this knowledge, will develop an
intelligent understanding and real fellow
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feeling. It will be a useful experience for
the children to visit the farms and help the
farmers with the harvest or to prarticipate
in their simple festivals. It isoniy through
such actual experiences that they will
learn to identify themselves with the com-
munity and through such identification,
become its better servants.

Children who have visited farms,
factories or mines and have a personal
knowledge of the poor living conditions of
the farmers, workers, and miners will not
ruthlessly condemn their legitimate
demands for land reforms or increase of
wages. They will be sympathetic towards
them and will understand that the farmers
in the field, the workers in the factory and
the miners in the mines have the same
basic ineeds of food, clothing and shelter
and in the absence of these must be feeling
frustration and pain. In studying the
human and social problems such social ex-
periences are far more fruitful than
instruction and they should find a more
important place in our schools.

From the psychological point of view
algo it is most desirable that the children
should be encouraged to put their principles
into parctice. The social and altruisitic
tendencies awaken in children at an early
age and become quite strong during the
period of adolescence. Children at this age
are anxious to test theirideals, They hold
strong views as to what is right and what

* is wrong and what should be done to im-

prove the world. It is at this highly
emotional and sensitive age that the high
ideals of social conduct are formed and social
conscience awakened. The school should
therefore consider it its primary duty to
guide and encourage children along the path
of social service ard to see that the frustr-
ation of these tendencies does not l¢ad them
to private, selfish interests.

From the sociological point of view
also it is greatly to be desired that the
school should go out in the neighbour-
hood to render social service. This
would sweeten the relationship between
the school and the communityand they
both would begin to realise that they
have duties and obligations towards each
other. There will be a mutual give
and take between the school and the
community—the school will go out to the
community and the community will come
into the school. The scope of education
will thus be widened and students will edu-

- ———

cate 'themselves not only by reading books,
hearu}g lectures but also by sharing the
éxperiences and environment of the com-
munity to which they belgng. The com-
munity in its turn will greatly benefit by
Coming into contact with the puplis and
teachers who bring freshness and joy in
their rather dul] and monotonous lives.

Social Service in Vidya Bhawan

Keeping these considerations in view'
social work hag always been given an im-
partant place in the educational activities
of the Institutions of Vidya Bhawan. In
fact, Vldya. Bhawan itgelf is the outcome
of the spirt of social service with which
S0me young men were inspired in their
yout.hful_ days. The instiution has now
grown into an educational community,
Qomprising of a progressive Secondary

chool, a Basic School, a Post Graduate
Teachers' College and a Handicrafts
Institute.

Thpugh social work has been one of the
special features of thig institution, our
ei_forts in the past have been mostly spora-
dis. 'T'here was no continuity in the work
undertakgn and the children had little
opportunity to see the outcome of their
efforlts- thhhe following are some of the ex-
amples of the types of wor
the o of the yp k undertaken by
] (('z) The ohildren go to the neighboyr-
ing vgllages ocoasionally and spend some
tl_m_e in cleaning the villages. They algo
visit the homnes and distribute necessary
rqefhcines from their first-aid boxes. These
Visits are organised on the Independence
Day, Mahatma Gandhi’s Birthday and other
similar occasions. The children spend
nearly two to three hours in a village.

() The Vidya Bhawan Society orga-
nises an educational fair (Mela) to celebrate
the Independence Day and people from the
town and the peighbouring villagea come
in large numbers. The children co-operate
on the various items of the programme
such as organising the Baby show, playing
a drama, arranging some recreational pra-
gramme in the evening. serving in the
restaurant or working as hawkers, They

also organise other physical, literary and !

social activities in the fajr. The staff and
the students all participate in these activi-
ties.

(c) In the Open Air Session the children
are encouraged to make social and econo-
mic surveys of their camp. The villagers

‘ Bhawan Soociety,

-it was desirable
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i the ocamp fires
invited to attend

:;?iag:?hllral programmes arranged by the
boys in the evening.  inity of the Vidys
@ T Whomscg;gents, teachers and
Society - cooks,
the neighbouring
the morning of

the
other workers of
gervants and people from

i ble on
Theges Si:iiglay for about an h<')ur(i
After children have recite

ﬁlfet?:sol?g:l chorus, an inspirational talk

is gi ber of the staff which is
lsl%“vf::dbst;yag\fs?c and r?cital.s py school
f',(;lifdren. ‘Saturday Talk’, asli ltflsa]til’lll?ewonf
j i Bhawan, is a regular 1e
ot Vilr(ligtaitution and all the mex_nbe,rs o{lthg
gg;lmunity and people from neighbour 100
articipate in it voluntarily- | sorvice
p. Though these types of socia Jervice
ctivities have proved beneficial an ef ioa-
:’ve it was felt by the mexr_lbers ':)t'mde
: tfthat in order to develop rlg}lt attitt
- the students towards social service,
S oas d that there inust betgome
ity i i t was there-
inuity in their work. :
‘fagzl'l:l(;]eucided last .Iuly thatttg: sg(c);gli;:z;];
of all the institutions mt}xls e oo i
concentrated in the Vi1 ] i
:vrixdich(;s situated in the close nelghbéglzr
hood of Vidya Bhawan. There was moork-
advantage in undertaking this bw b,
Though Vidya Bhawan ha:hgfnga:zx‘lmh
existence for twenty years, Yo su)
i he intellectual, so
a big gulf between 1 ue ocial
ds of the Vidya '
and cultural sta_.ndar f the Hise ot it
wan and the village commun oo that It
if we were hvmg in ¢
app:::g(rldz: l I;vwe could fill in this gap by
rf:; offorts, we would have macllle sson;g
:ontribution to education as well a

social progress.

A Community Project
The following is the outline otf 111:
ioct whioch has now been underva.d
g;ojfhe gtaff and the students of Vidya

Bhawan: .
Organisation .
i ivi If into five
nity dxvxd.ed itself
30'5113 Sz(;[vnigleuSqunds which congisted of the

members of the gtaff. the pupil teachers of

the Teachers' College and the Handiorafts

he High
i d the students of t >
énls)tlgil-t'%h:!i{igh School students Werellc)lut:'e
porey ket i cach squd 2 ey mould b
i tinuity to g wh
.blqlto %;thfe(:'l; finished [their training
a.:glnew batohes took up their place.

Squad 1 _
To run a Co-operative Society in the
s the following

ring the current session the -
wcgﬁ is tg)eing undertaken by the students:

(¢) To give publicity to the scheme
with the help of the Departn}eqt 9f the
Registration of Co-operative bocw_t]es by
holding meetings of responmble. v1llggers
and a general meeting of the entire v1ll.age
community; giving talks and sh.owxr‘)g gllQes
on the usefulness of Co-operative Societies
and bringing out suitable posters and
pwtl(l;)es’l‘he group will alsomake an econo-
mic survey of the village to f_ind out (1) the
needs of the population with 1:egard to
both rationed and controlled articles, (ii)
area under cultivation, (}11) agricultural
needs—seeds, manure and 1mplement§,l(lv)
cattle and their use (v) marketing of village
products (vi) indebtedness of the w711ha,gers(i
gources of loans, rates of 1_n.t9rest cha}rggl
and purposes of lo?n and (vii) income of vil-

—gources of income- )

lnge(rcs) The Co-operative Society will stgrt
its work with the arrangement of milk
collection and supply. Most of the mem-
bers of Vidya Bhawan staff a]regdly pur-
chase their milk from.mdlwd.ual vil a.gle}‘si
The Co-operative Society will be helpfu
both to the staff and to the _\Tlllgge}'s. .

(d) When the Co-operative ociety ag
been properly established it V?lll expan
the scope of its work and will take ;lp
other activities also such.as starting oha
Bank, advancing of Tagavi loans Wlh? the
help of the Revenue Department of t_le
Rajasthan Government, marﬁketmg of vil-
lage products collectl_ng machinery for ]oint
use, liguidating previous debts a_nd supply-
ing various other needs of the village.

Squad 2
This group will look after the health a',nd
sapitation of the village. The following
is being undertaken :—
WQI'l(zi)lsConst:ruci:ion of latrines and
hes. . .
trel}?i) Digging of compost pits and impro-
vm(giiril)ms?];?'.l‘. spray with the h::lp of the
Department twice a month.
He(ailg1 Hes.lth examination of the villagers
and rendering first-aid to t_he needy:
(v) Instructing the V{llagers in the
rules of health and sanitation.
(vi) Showing health films.
(vii) Improving roads.
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Squad 3

This group has undertaken to run a
primary school as there was no village
school in the locality. The school has
already been started with the help of the
Education Department. During the three
months of its existence its strength has
more than doubled.

The pupil teachers will run a Cub pack
and supplement the work of the village
teacher by telling stories, organising
games and dramas and social funcetions.

Squads 4 and 5

Three groups are in charge of Adult
Education. Recreational programme and
talks on current affairs are being combined
with the literacy work in the evening
classes. A moving library is also being

set up.
Labour

It has been decided that no labour will
be engaged for these activities and all the
manual work will be done by the students
and staff of Vidya Bhawan. Co-operation
of the villagers will be sought whenever
it is possible. One day in a month is fixed
for manual labour and all the squads join
and spend nearly two hours in this crea-
tive and co-operative enterprise.

The students are at present engaged in
cleaning and leveling a piece of uneven
ground which is proposed to be used asa
play centre in the village.

Appraisal

Tt is difficult to evaluate ‘the results of
of an experiment which has not yet had
sufficient time to show results. KExperi-
ments of social reconstruotion require a
good deal of time, patience and perseve-
rance to bear fruit. We can only make a
few observations on the basis of experience
already gained-

1. The villagers were sceptical at first
about the scheme. They have suffered so
much in the past that any honest effort
made on the part of the ‘white collared’
people to help them are looked upon with
suspicion. We were therefore not surpri-
sed at their apathy and lack of co-opera-
tion in the beginning. But it has not taken
them too longto realise the sincerity of
our purpose- Since the opening of the
school in the village they have begun to
show greater understanding and interest
in ‘our work. The school is a oconcrete
form of social service which the villagers
an easily understand and appreciate. In

this way we have won the first battle

?glal.(inst suspicion and distrust of the village
olk.

2. For maintaining the interests of the -

atud_ents also, it is essential that social
service should take some conocrete shape.
When the students were able to clear the
ground for play centre, they felt proud
over-thqir achievement. Success achieved
in one direction gives them fresh impetus
to undertake new ventures.

- In ordf)r that the manual labour and
social service undertaken may develop
real community spirit, the members of the
teaching staff do not aoct as mere supervi-
sors but they set an example before the
students by aotively participating in
labour and other Programmes. When the
students see their own teachers taking
spades and shovels in their hands, it crea-

::grl;' them an additional zest for their

4. In order that the students may not be

overcome by initial difficulties and feel

disappointed we make our progr
flexible. There cannot be anyp riggi?l?tl;'nie:
the programmes organised forthe villages.
hep We arrange programmes in the
6vening, villagers usually come an hour
later than the time fixed. The villagers
do not have the same standards of punc-
't}nllty and urgenoy about these activiti
I'hey take thei.r own time and we
g;‘:gln;?d to adjust our Programme
5. Social service in anp i
. 3 . 3 ed
Institution in order to prove eﬂ‘eo:iir:tlt:?x:t
Qntthe one hgnd be linked up with the
interegts of children and on the other hapd
© conneoteq with the real needs of thoge
to whom social service is rendered. Genuin
Interest in social service will be arouses
among st_udents' only when it is corrélated
with Qheu' studies. Their observationg and
éxperiences must form the basis of diseu
8lon in the period of social studies X
service must not be troate )

aspect. Before taking up ¢ mportant
essential that some surv:y :gi;llz'gzk mi:d i:

8 accor- . .

=2

< write.
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he needs of the cognmumty for
::)k??:h :ooisl service is organised. Educ’?i
tional and recreational programn;les wi
not attract the villagers unless they are
also linked up with their urgent economio
needs. ] ) i ull
ing out this project we are fully
coxllrslo(i,:\];;yof %he interests of the chlldgten
as well as the needs of the commux:il y.
Talks and lectures are belng alrranie cIm
subjects related to the practical work. In
selecting this type of social servxcfe we
have also been careful to see that as far Ts
possible our project shou}d toucp life deep g
and there must be a feeling of interest an
peed among the people themselves.

Conclusignf e
i o some years before we are a
tontu;vglelalt‘k)xe practical results of our efforts
to improve the village. We are, h.OWevell-(,
convinced of the usefulness of this wor
for our students. No work could be m<f>re
educative and oreative than that dok[:e or
the service of our fellow bl:others who are
in need and distress. thldren who go
through this experience will becogne sensl(i
tive to human needs and sufferings an

will be able to make a constructive
approach to the solution of secial problems.
Education will have fulfilled a very impor-
tant function if it can succeed in develop-
ing these finer sensibilities in children.

In our culture there has always beena
deep rooted tradition of social service and
there is hardly any other country in which
there is a greater need for voluntary orga-
nisation of social services than in our own.
Vidya Bhawan has made a humble attempt
to direct the abundant idealism of our youth
into the service of the community. It is
hoped that many more and better efforts
will be made by the educational institu-
tions in our country so that the energies
of the youth may be utilised for construc-
tive work- As long as there is need in our
country for social service, it becomes
imperative that we must find not only the
will but the ways and means to organise
it. The educational institutions whose
function is to work for social progress
must, therefore, assume leadership to
mobilise the youth for sacial service and
make bold experiments to link education
vitally with social service.

S ——— e g——

Social Education in Turkey—Ex-Soldiers
Fight Illiteracy -

formation (f)f tkllle T}x_x;l.;is?
:o—gtarting point for the political,
lz%‘i):lbh:echnical and cultural “folrm:;
Bnder;aken by Kemal Ataturk from 192
gnwards——Turkey was oxz; of tlvliesiox:o:;
i i e pro
backward countries in G
] education’ There was I
evei:il:ueduoational scheme—nothing :ut a
few schools in certain favoured town .w“
eThe extent of illiteracy att til'att.i tl;ngeing
no statistic
complotely unkno:bns'enoe of widescale

available. Tdh:ho  Sifforence of the for-

measures an the country in a state
mer regime had left cortain that only a

. It was
:;:ifﬁ?:grity of the people could read and

Until the

iocations,
: try’'s lack of.oommumoa.
thThdei::ourx:nlyof population (85 per cent
. 1) and the wide cultural gulf between
Fioh contributed to produce

i d poor all °
:111‘;: :i‘tl:nt?on- Moreover, books were writ

ten in a hybrid language made up of Arab,
Persian and Turkish.

Thanks to the adoption of Latin charac-
ters, to a “cleaning up” of the language,
and to the efforts made in the field of
public instruction, the number of illiterates
had been considerably reduced by 1937—
though 77 per cent of the villages were still
without schools. The problem facing the
young Republic was aggravated by the need
to provide elementary schooling, not only
for children, but for millions of adults.

The Turkish Goverument consulted lead-
ing educators and invited John Dewey, the
well-known American philosopher and
educator, to Ankara to study the problem.
His conclusion was that no single plan of
education ocould be devised to suit the
varied economie¢, social and geographical
structure of the country. Education, in
other words, would have to emerge frem
the needs of the people.
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While carrying out its own investiga-
tions the Education Department learned
that there was one village in central
Anatolia where every child could xead and
write—although they had no school to go
to. The man who had taught them, as it
turnsd ous, was a retired sergeant wh‘o
wanted to share with the youth of his
village the benefit of the education he had
received in the army. i

The initiative of the former solider gave
the authorities the idea of setting up
village institutes. The Director-General
of Primary Education oreated the first
institutes in 1937, and eight years later,
thanks to their work, the number of illite-
rates in Turkey had been reduced by 20 per
cent.

The first teachers—ex~soliders who had
already received a basic education—were
appointed after a two-year course. They
had no schaolsg, so their pupils came to their
homes, or were taught in commupity
rooms, halls or baras offered by the villa®
gers themselves. The aim was not only to
fight illiteracy, but also %o train future
village teachers armong students aged
between 15 and 8.

Tho average village teacher nob only
became a sort of public scribe drawing up
official papers, helping to prepare elections
or acting a8 an intermediary fo gettle
differences between the inhabitants. He
algso became an adviser on the many every-
day community problems: water supply,
village hygiene, animal care, building and
sometimes even electrification, as well' as
on the problems of soil, forests or ﬁghenes.
aocording to the nature of his district.

g

B

The Turkish Government assists the
institutes by providing sites for sehool-
houses. The peasants, however, are res-
ponsible for transporting the raw materisls
and building the school. Land is pravided
for the teacher to run mode} farming plots,
where his pupils can improve their know-
ledge of agriculture. The courses are
held in winter leaving the peasants free to
work on their own lands during the sum-
Lnerdwhen the teacher himself will lend a

and.

This ingenious system of training—which
combines the work of a school, an agricul-
tural college and a trades institute—not
only spreads knowledge, but also raises the
standard of 'living among rural people,
and is thus more than ever welcomed by
the people. From 1937 to 1945, the number of
schools rose throughout Turkey from ¢ to
10,000. The International Education
Congress, which was held in England in
1946, decided to study Turkey's village
institutes in order to learn unseful legsons
for application in other countries.

The best students of the village insti- .

tutes can go to s higher institute at
Hassan-Oglan, near Ankara, for three year
courses thut may finally take them to a
University. The maip task of this higher

institute, however, is to train Inspectors -
who are specialists in village sducation

and who through their experience can sug-
gost ways of developing an idea that hag '
already proved its worth by raising stand- ~

ards of education, culture and life among
the people of Turkey.

(UNESCO)

n————

La;.nbach Institute—Katpadi, S. India.

The institute was convened for the. pur-
pose of teaching the prino(iipllet: of writing
simply for newly literate adults.

Sgsgions began on March 10, 1952. Hosts
of the institute were the Re.v.'and Mrs.
J. J. De Valais of the Arcot Miseion Agri-
cultural Institute at Katpadi _(prpnom‘.‘lced)
Kahtpahrdi) Nortk Arcot District, South
India. o

Delegates were invited from the five
Progin%ial Qouncils of SO}lth india. The
Kerala (Malyalam ares) did not send any

delegates- Following (is the list of dele-
gates that attended :

Andhra Christian Council (Telugu).
Mr. Paul Vijayam, Nayudupet
Rev. M. J. Prakasam,; Guntur
Rev. T. Aseervatham, Draksharama
Miss. E. Grace Bullard, Kavalj

Hyderabad State Christian Council (Telugu).
Rev. A, William, Tandur
Rev. A. Andrew, Gooty
Mr. C. D. Philip, Bidar

-
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Karnataka Christian Councs! (Kanarese).
Rev. E. Mark, Gulbarga
Mr. T. Simon, Yadgir
Mr. M. Samuel, Medak

Madras Representative Chryistian Council

(Tamil)-

Mr. John Samuel, Palamecottah
Mr. P. M. Gopalakrishnan, Katpadi
Mr. J. Devadoss: Pernambut

Miss. Kitty Ebenezeér, Punganur
Rev. John G. P. Naumann, Bargur

North India.
Rev. Geo. Prasad, Indore
Mr. B. N. Massey, Maredhra U. P.
Rev. H. Ehrensperger, J apalpur

The following visitors attended part of
the institute and were of great help in
advising the delegates:

Miss Ruth Ure, Nagpur

Mr. L. C. Richard, Vellore

Public Meetings
A reception for friends &nd well wishers
of the adult literacy movement was held
on theafternoon of March (4, at the Farm.

A public meeting was held at the

Vorhees Christian College hall on the
afternoon of March 20. About 200 were in
attendance.

A farewell tea was held for Dr. Laubach
.and Mrs. Laubach and the Greys on the
'afternoon of March 21st at the Devalois
" home.
; Devotions

The moruning and evening devotions were
led by various members of the institute,
in the chapel of the farm members
shared in the rich experiences of others
and took turns in offering thanks givings
and supplications for the work of adult

literacy.
Workshop

Dr. Laubach set forth the prineciples of
writing simply for the new literate- He
pointed out thatit is not our business to
make people interested, but to find out
what interests them. The use of exciting
titles was stressed. (Kxample: * Around
the World for 4 Annas”). Lists of subjects
interesting to villagers were prepared. In
preparing new reading material the follow-
ing points should be kept in mind: Use not
more than ten new words in each new
lesson. Use every word at least twice, if
possible five times. Build up each new
book on the basis of a word list. Before

Mr. T. J. R. Gopal, Madras

Miss Norris, Vellore

Mr. J. J, Devalois, Katpadi

Dr. (Mrs.) Devalois

Mr. and Mrs. Philip Grey, Artists
Mrs. Frank Laubach

Mr. and Mrs. Orchard

Programme of the Institute.
Rising Bell 6
Morning Devotion 6 : 457 : i5
Breakfast 7:15
Workshop 8—12
Noon meal 12 : 30
Rest Period 13
Workshop 3—5 : 30
Supper 7
Evening Devotion 9--9 : 30

writing on a subject, get saturated with jt.
Put dowp ideas as vou get them. Go to
the original source. Keep clippings from
newspapers. When your material is assem-
bled classify and analyse the subject matter,
Work on a prepared outline. Do not preach.
bgt tell what somecne did (Reader’s
Digest technique). Use adjectives (Time
Magazine). Use incidents with human
interest. Be Simple and direct- Use
care in the use of connectives (and, but
etc). Write and Rewrite til] you know yol;
bave something worth while. (Dr.
Ehreunsbergerfwho is soon to begin a teach-
ing course in Journalism in Nagpur, was
of great help in setting down the principles
for simple and interesting writing). Sample
stories were prepared in cutline form.

Dr. _Laubach explained the process of
preparing the new Hindi Primer. He
shov\red how the gap between knowledge
and ignorance is bridged by au appeal to
phe eye and ears. The objects designated
in the charts depict the opening wordg in
such a way that each picture reflects local
life and familiar objects accurately enough
to be re'cogniza.ble, The pictures chosen
shoul@ incorporate the generai shape of
phe characters they mean to teach. He
1Il_ust_rated by showing the new colored
Hindi charts prepared by Mr. Grey and
demonstrated the use of them on thoge
of the delegates that knew no Hindi. Con~
siderable time was spent in preparing the
first 13 lessons of a new Telugu chart,
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and a beginning was made in preparing a books the story of Kl |
Kanarese chart along the same lines. It the Oberammergau P:::li%rn Roosevelt and

ia proposed to get these charts out in handy brought a sample copy ofa wx;lﬁﬁef‘;:;:‘;

format to be hung in villages where every- he had prepared and outlined th | i tion Cen- ¢ i :
. Lot e pr o L Ovar ai ial Education Cen- Dr. Laubach declared that what India *v

one can read. The charts will be on of making it available to the ordiga.crl;ag‘illrl? ' ”t pvb:n'égc?gg%;e?hseog:mbay City Social needed to bring her Adult Education cam-
prema.nelmt insect —and whiteant—proof ager. Mr. and Mrs. Orchard, of the Ford i égsccation Committee have just completed paign to a success was not finance but . =
material, covered with plastic. Foundation, attended several of the ges- Lo Baa November February session and trained personnel for teaching. He called
The Story of the Wise Man (Apand siouns and showed how the adult literacy i .‘.the'r] 16,000 illiterate men and women upon the people to come forward in large &
Reader) was translated from English into DProgramme was a vital part of the point M”‘yred for the Literacy or social Educa. numbers to teach their illiterate brgghren '
Tu-mll and Tel’ugu keeping in mind the four programme of teghnical assistance to appet t conducted by 120 special exami- in the villages, Dr. Liaubach also empha-
principles outlined by Dr. Laubach. The underdeveloped areas. -~ tion eslt is estimated that over 11,000 sised the need for an army of writers,

Stating that he came to work in' India -
on account of her international imperiance

e ambay
g e

various language groups prepared versions . - ners. his brings journalists and publishers to publish the
of their own which were then checked by Th Exc“"."?n' adults have passedftgg tftsst'mgde litera%e %ype of books required to carry on the
Dr. Laubach. Mr. Massey was helpful in  (glieos Hob made a visit to the Medical .+ the total number 0% 8CEILS 0. Besides -education campaign successfully '
transliterating the first lessons of oash ollege Hospital at Vellore and also visited " ‘during the year to over 38(,000. bes, d Lo bach then with the help of liter-
vornaoular version, so they  ould by the College- The Co.operative Egg Marke- this, another 15,000 adults have ":cfl!:e Dr. al: ac cially prepared bg him for
examined by all. Mr. Geo. Prassd wag C.°8 Centre at Katpadi was also visited. education in the Committee’s Post Liter- :ﬁé’ ch_al"1 .s}ggeuage cxplained his Simple
helpful in keoping tab of the now Woris Mr. De Valoais showed the delegates acy classes, ion h k Hmdl tghod of teaching adults, and.¢
and the number of times they were used. g; ?ﬁgdvth?of‘:zrm and :xplgined thfe working ThedneW le{arfchflo {gtn ew}géghselgggmwi:g s:iyd. vtvt(x);t 3’12 illiterate would get a bette

i . arious projects. Some of the dele- ted work ir : i : i i "
in{nrogle; to ﬁn&i ou;;1 v;hulfi thled v1111;;ger 18 gates also visited the Union Mission?rr:i:. %?)rclasses. The number of classes has impression of the .lg.;ters, lff th%grrsgba%
jec:s etr:atlel:i min zxtl.xres l??eratEre ees::,)l; ing School at Virudham, near Katpadi. C been reduced from 850th 7t?10 dlg ot fl’?tan- ;vere assoc? tefdp‘lz?tur::me R

\ o S 2 o e Committee. means of o ures, o 4

delegate was asked to report what work Auglo-Vuual Aidain A. L. Work %ﬁleggecfllai‘:e: :ﬁ:gﬁ?ng );bout 20,000 adults ySht'i B. M. Kapadia, who progosed a vJt&
was being done in his area. Interesting NT:}" 196}1 Mr. Raéph Korteling of the . are spread all over Greater Bombay from of thanks to the speaker, said that the
reports were given by Rev. Prakasam and A? tonal Lhristian Council Audio Visual ‘- laba to Bandra and Kurla. Marathi, method suggested by Dr. Laubach yas
Mr. Paul Vijayam. Both have prepared Aids Committoe gave a talk on the use of gl(;ndi Gujarati, Urudu and Telugu speak- being used in the Oommittee’s clasges. *
simple literature in Telugu on health, MOVIDE pictures in teaching adults to read, ing adult 'attending them, They will . * *
h and Christian living. Mr. John 1© Was assisted by Dr. i - king acu is are a..6 in li ' isi
yglense risuan iving. Mr. Joun y r. John Piet of dergo a four months® course in literacy Mrs. Roosevelt visits
Samuel has finished the story of Jesus Vellore, who demonstrated a recent ex- oo legmentedby a training in Social Edu- Social Education Centres, = .
written along the new lines proposed by ﬁperlment conducted In reproducing the ‘ sugilt)m subjects such as civics, health, hy- Mrs. Eleanor Roosevel‘t_visited 'g:i:e.Bom‘
Dr. Laubach, He also demonstrated a 1St lessons of the Tamil Primer with the - A c?ene and sanitation, g’enera'l knowledge bay City Sooial Education Commitfee’s.

Tamil song he had written to teach the MOVIDE picture. Hoe also outlined a plap
letters of the alphabet. by which this method could be combined
Experts in their field gave talks on wllth 80 Intensive evangelistio campaign
hygiene, nursing, goat raising, gardening 2 gx_lgh the lines of the leaflet evangelism
and poultry raising. Miss Norris, Nursing '}‘Vh wd has had much success in his field.
Superintendent of the Vellore Medical the elegates were given a chance to see
College Hospital, gave an interesting talk he movie short that had. been prepared -
on the needs for simple hygiene in the vill- Bf :l‘rmg how to write the fiirst three letters
ages. She pointed out such common abuses ?lt e Tamil Primer for adults. It wag -
as thes indiscriminate use of the saree for ﬁ. that with proper souad synchroniza-
wiping noses, ete, using ditt to clean (;ml ﬂ?.m method would prove invaluable in
vessels, unsound eating and sleeping habits. 2991t literacy work.
Nutrition noteslon a balanced diet were also Conclusion
given. Mr. De Valois spoke on the value The Institute came to a close on the
of goats for milk producing and the better afternoon of March 21st at a tea given b
marketing of good breed chickens. Dr. fthe hosts. Dr. Laubach had to leave sudy-
Laubach asked for volunteers to write suddenly for an important meeting with
articles on these subjects. Mr. Richard, Government officials at Indore and wag
the Municipal Commissioner of Vellore, forced to cut short the institute. However
gave an interesting telk on the type of by dint of close concentration to the o o d sh
literature that is being sold on the open 8ubjectand intensive work by the small but tititerates in India ghould be educated. people, and she
market and also presented a list of mate~ 48elect group the institute will mark an ¥ liverybody in America was Sym pathetical. them gnd to k
rials he has prepared for the use of thenew important milestone in the work of making v watching the great exper iment in T

literate. He has translated among other India literate. ﬂ*:?dlndi'aé‘ ii);rkf_

Gujarati and Urdu Centres for Ml
¢ women as Ali Umar S_treel:., Nal Baggr’,
. Laubach in Bombay 4th March- 1952, during lier .receat yafy"
© - Dr. Fr?r:k Laul:‘ach, the well known busy visit to Bombay. She was acco B
merican Adult Educationist, addressed nied by Mrs. Kulsum Sayani, Vlce;ri&”l-;
.- g public meeting organised by the Bombay dent of the Committee and Mrs. Sultana -

City Social Education Committee on 7th Begum, Assistant Social EducationOfficer.
sfarch 1952 at the people’s Hall, Bombay, These classes are being held in the very -
: ien Shri Champaklal G, Modi, the Presi- houses where the women li¥%e and Social
t of the Committee, presided. Intro. Educationteachers gojdown td these build~-
acing the speaker to the audience, Shri ings to teach the women folk. bother.
Modi called him a veteran Adult Educa- Mrs Roosevelt asked the women.whe er:
tionlst who had done immense worlz gor thely rg:ail atng n%vev:%aazi)grsr; :‘?v s;v;g:rs‘gggy
‘spre i roughout e replied that besl aily PaDE )
the spread of literacy throug als?o ead thg “Re bDar o ghtly, pub.
] ach, in the course of his speech {ished in Urdu and be
;tgz'sggut?xec democratic character of the specially meant
gopstitution of India, which gave every Roosevelt fnr&p
“adult man and woman the right to vote. first time thet
his made it essential that the crores of tional classes

and natnon:l culture.

T
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EDITORIAL

The Eighth South Indian Adult Education Conference.

The Eighth South Indian Adult
Education Conference held at Kozhi-
kode on the 18th and 19th instants
under the presidency of Sri L. M.
Pylee was assuredly a good success
in as much as it focussed attention on
the immediate future of the move-
ment in South India.

The Education Minister, Dr. M. V.
Krishna Rau, who, but for emergent
‘reasons, should have inaugurated the
Conference, sent a message breath-
ing hope. He paid a tribute to pio-

eers in the field and backed them
up by saying: “In this work the State
Government will take its legitimate
share and offer its co-operation to
these patriotic workers who are
guiding the movement of Adult
Education”

He was equally positive that “no
mere official agency or Departmental
activity can do justice to this cause
and this can become a national move-
ment only if there is full co-operation
between the enlightened citizensand
the popular Government”’

We a:e happy that the Minister is
convinced that this is a patriotic
movement and it requires hundreds

and thousands of patriotic workers
with a missionary zeal to prosecute
this movement. Coupled with this
the enthusiastic assertions which the
Finance Minister has been making
that his Government has come into
power to efface poverty and illiteracy
and the native love that the Chief
Minister C.R. as the author of Thamb:
Va, Iduvumpadi, and Unakku Nalladu,
has for the eradication of illiteracy
we may well hope that better days
are in store for the Adult Education
movement in South India than it has
thus far seen.

Having in mind the immediate fu.
ture of the movement the Eighth
South Indian Adult Education <on-
ference gave top priority to a reso-
lution asking for a new -structure for
the management of the State Adult
Education Scheme. From 1948 when
the Scheme was launched theGovern-
ment of Madras has allowed the De-
partment of Education the full mana-
gement of the Scheme without Jeast
interference, with the consequence
that to-day the Scheme is in danger
of being pronounced a failure and we
find the phenomenal circumstance
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that the Madras State Government
will find itself compelled if no alert
steps are taken, in the meanwhile, to
surrender at the end’of March 1953
to the CentralGovernment a substan-
tial part of the grant made by it to
this State. We have never been sup-
plied by the Department of Public
Instruction accurate figures, but from
what we have been able to make up

all a grant of Rs. 8.43 lakhs.The whole
expenditure on Adult Education upto
date does not appear to exceed 5
lakhs of Rupees. If the equal share
of the State Government should also
be taken into account it appears cer-
tain that out of Rs. 16.86 lakhs about
a third of the amount has been so far
spent and two-thirds remains to be
spent in the coming nine months or
substantially surrendered unless a
very vigorous programme is set on
foot and it is made out, to the satis-
faction of the Central Government,
that it is worth while to revive the
grant and keep it alive.

The original Madras Government b

Scheme of Adult Educaticn con-

templated purposeful literacy, con- 1

tinuation classes and further educa-

tion, in that it spread achievementof h

literacy over three years and provi-
ded for Rural Colleges. The Depart-
ment of Public Instruction has al-
through made default in implement-
ing this'Scheme. Whereas the original
intention wasito train Adult Education
teachers irrespective of their being
professional teachers or not, the De.
partment, by a series of acts of com-
mission and omission, has made it
exclusively the privilege of theSchool
master only to be trained for Adult
Education work. The Department hus
persistently refused, inspite of the
G. O., to allow other agencies to

undertake training of Adult Educa-
tion teachers and thus fortified itself
from the intrusion, into the service
of other than teachers under the ad-
ministrative control of the Depart-
ment. The Elementary Schoolmaster
18 certainly poor stuff for Adult Edy-
cation work by the very nature of the
education he has had, thanks to the

_British Govern
the Central Government has made in ' ment and the Educa-

tion Department under that Govern-
ment. The Department in freed Ind?a
has uptill now not seen the force of the
argument that his equipment should
be bettered. A suggestion made very
early that the Aduit Education tea-
chers should be called back at the
end of the first and second years and
further trained to take up second and
third year courses was discounted.
Instead a guide book was contemp.
lated to be put into the hands of
these teachers. Though four years
have passed no guide book hag been
prepared; nor further effort made to
help the teacher. The inspection of
the work of these teachers and their
control in Adult Education affairs hag
een most unsatisfactory. The over-
burdened Deputy Inspector, who real-
.y resents the additional burden of
1nSpecting and visiting Adult Schools
has been forced to do an unpleasant
job. Suggestions made that where
good work is being turned out in
compact areas special Deputy Inspeec-
tors dealing only with Adult liduca-
tion should be appointed and that
High SchoolTeachers inTaluks should
be trained! and employed to inspect
and visit Aduit Education Centres
sp;eﬁ.% oyerh distances on g
WOrK basis have been relegated
the waste-paper basket. Att%ndancte0
the most vital aspect of Adult Edu:
cation, has not been attempted to be
regulated by a proper ad justment of
working days to leisure periods of

piece- -
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the adult population, though drawn
attention to. A simple rule of 200
days average, with long holidays in
summer, has worked havoc with
adult schools and all quick literacy
methods have foundered on the rock
of attendance. The poor Elementary
School teacher, trained as well as un-
trained, has been put to awful pain
and expenditure which he can ill-
afford by having to wait for permis-
sion ‘and recognition for months on
end. In many cases he has had to
give up the chase after long toil.The
District Educational Officers have
been fairly callous in these matters.

The equipment necessary for run-
ning the Centres has not been sup-
plied for long. Lights of sufficient
brilliance have long been cried for.
The world does not know what prog-
ress has been made in supplying pro-
per lights. Supply of newspapers,
though sanctioned long ago, 1s still
to be regularised in some districts.
No arrangements exist for the crea-

tion of the socizl atmosphere at the

Adult Education Centres. Not even
a beginning has been made to think
of this problem. The society at large
in the village has to be touched to
create this atmosphere. Non-official
co-operation of the highest type is
necessary in this sphere. Not only
no plan in this matter has been set
forth by the Department of Educa-
tion. Not evena pair of cymbals
has been thought of for supply. Even
the magic lantern that may be pres-
sed into service in places where it 18
available has been discouraged. An
attempt is being made to delete
making of slides in the training clas-
gses. A radio has no doubt been
promised on a half-grant basis, but
this cannot be usually taken ad-
vantage of for economic reasons.

139

There are many other matters in
which the Department has made de-
fault. Onthese we have commented
in these pages from time to time.
We may not repeat all, The Depart-
ment of Public Instruction has never
had the courtesy to call for non-offi-
cial co-operation. The Advisory Aduit
Education Sub-committee, very un-
satisfactory as its constitution is, has
rarely been convened. Not even the
Honorary Organisers have ever been
requested to meet in conference the
Director of Public Instruction and his
colleagues, not even before a whole
scheme was being sent up to the
Government nor when the Depart-
ment, having failed in the duty en-
trusted to it, has essayed to simplify
its work by cutting down the period
of training of Adult Teachers to four
weeks and the course of literacy for

adults probably to four months as
impliedly revealed in a proposed
amendment to the six weeks syllabus
now in vogue. The gentlemen in the
Department certainly are very estim-
able people, but they are the victims
of a system leftas a iegacy by the
British bureaucracy. They cannot
see beyond their nose or accept that
others can do as well asor better than
themselvesin pushing any scheme
of education. In fact the Depart-
ment has come into conflict with the-
Collector of South Arcot who, out of
the abundance of enthusiasm for a
popular cause of a fundamental
nature, has worked hard to found
hundreds of Centres, pool together
the intellectual resources of all the
Departments in his district as per
Government orders and under his
care run more than seven hundred
Literacy Centres. The Department
has not found enthusiasm or capacity
enough to use other Departments, not
to speak of non-official agencies. We,
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therefore, heaved a sigh of relief
when we had indication that the
Government were likely to take up
the whole question of the organisa-
tion of Adult Education, start an
Adult Education Department at the
Secretariat level with a first class
Officer in charge assisted by a pro-
perly constituted advisory body. The
Eighth South Indian Adult Education
Conference has, in pursuance of this
indication, passed its first and most
important resolution demanding a
change in the management of Adult
Education. It has very properly
pointed out that the Advisory Body
should be predominantly non-official
and that it must have sufficient initi.
ative.

We have no doubt that the new
Ministry with its emphasis on the

patriotic aspect of Adult ducation
and its appreciation that for Adult
Education to become national mere

overnmental or Departmental acti-
vities will not do, will do the right
thing al the moment. It may take
some time to overhaul the system, but
Wwe are sure the Minister for Educa-
tion will be in a position to pass im-
mediate orders liberalising arrange-
ments for the training of Adult Educa-
tion teachers, appointing special staff
for inspection and visiting of Adult
Centres, arranging a change in the
attendance periods based on the

‘convenience of the adults, extending

Support to non-official agencies for

Adult Education Centres in Madurai.

Sri M, Upendra Sarma, M.a., Professor
Hindu College, Guntur, during his visit in
the first week of April’52, had occasion
to see the working of the Adult Kducation
Centres in Madurai. He writes: The
Adult Education Centres in Madurai Jare
about half a dozen or more. I was given
to understand that all the men and women
Centres are wurking on good lines. There
are the Municipal Staff, the Municipal
Supervisor and honorary workers The
Municipal Supervisor is looking after both
ElementaryEducation and AdultEducation
] beg to suggest that separate staff may
be maintained for fostering Adult Educa-

E:he spread of their activities
and  hastening the supply of
eéquipments to Adult Education
Centres,

tion by the Municipal Council, Maduraj.

Adult Education is makin ro 3§
g/I‘gdg‘ral because of honorarygwr())rkgeizsﬁil](:
ot T. K. Raghavan and the Municipai
Chairman, SriT.K Rama, M.L A. The staff of
the ertrcs that T visited tolq me that the
Municipal Commissioner and theMunicipal
Cha)rman are taking very great and her;
ful interest in the working of the Centre‘:
The Municipal Chairman, Sri Rama told
me that the Laubach method ig bein,g fol-
lowed‘ln the Centres and that SriT. J. R
Gopal's books are very popular a.nd. in
great demand. It is gratifying to note
that also the Municipal Councillors are
giving their co-operation. .

A
e

- JR——

ADULT EDUCATION REVIEW N 1_41

R e

Bemocracy Requires an Instructed

Electorate

Independent Deparatment needed for Adult Education

Mr. L. M. Py

lee’s Presidential Address to Eighth Conference

Mr. L. M. Pylee, M-A, B.L., former Minister of Education, Travan-

core Cochin, Igresiding, th
was held at

A large numb
those depute

ishing the Conference success

Mei:i:ge?‘sv::il?rom His Excellency the ,G,o.
wore r of Madras. Srisri Prakasa theHon ple
gflergloana Apul Kalam Azad, the Education
iVlianister of India, Prof. Humayun Kab}r,
Joint Seoretary to theqovetnment of Iéldla.,
Ministry _of Education, Madras tate
Ministers Dr. U. Krishna Rau, Industngs:
Labour and Motor _Transport. Sri
D. Sapjivayya, Co-operation and Housing,
gri K. P uttikrishnan Nair, Law,
and Sri S. B. P. Pattabhi Rama Rao,
Rural Welfare, Commercial Taxes and
Seheduled Areas, and Sri M.’P. Bhargava,
Permanent Secretary, Indian Natlonal
Congress, and Sri G.D. Naidu of
Coimbatore.

Conference was to have been ?nau-
gurlr‘:\thed t;)y the Hon’ble Dr. M. V. Kr]‘ghga
Rau. Minister for Education, Madras State.
but :m urgent call to ofﬁclal duty prevented
him from keeping hls.engagement. .Hg
sent a message wherein he recognise
Adult Education effort as a patriotic mov%
ment and conceded that its saccess wWou
depend on non-official co-opex:atlon.

Sri E. Raman Menon, Chairman of t?e
Reception Committee, welcomed the Dele-
gates and visitors, and read out the message
sent by the Madras State Education
Minister-

i Mr.
atin the Coqferencg,
J ILn.ail’:gul;ocheg Victoria paid & trﬁmtebto
tl;e gplendid work done in aht_a.r
by the All Malabar Adult Eduocation
Workers Assaciation.

The Conference adopted & number o£
resolutions. It expressed it8 pappln%sl:_:f
Rajaji assuming olﬁarget%f :ﬁ;lers v:guld lbe

ini and its hope tha \
fll)ll!em::rruna stable Government 1n the

e Eighth South Indian Adult Education Conference
ozhikode on 18th and 19th May 1952.

er of Delegates from all parts of the State, including
d by Local Bodies, were present and took part in discussions.

interest of constructive work including
primarily Adult Education. It also urged
the Government to set up a separate
Department for Adult Education at the
Secretariat level.

The National Flag was hoisted in the
morning by Sri O. A. Narayanaswamy,
A ljttle later, Sri Kcchunni Pannicker,
Principal, Government Training College,
Kogzhikode, inaugurated an Adult Educa-
tion exhibition organised by the Reception
Committee of the Conference at the
Government Secondary Training School.

The Eigth South Indian Adult Education
Conference commenced session at 3-30
p.m. in the Town Hall.

Sri Raman Menon's Welcome Speech.

Welcoming the Delegates and visitors to

the Conference, Mr. K. Raman Menon,
Chairmau, Reception Committee, said :

Ladies and Gentlemeu,~The First
South Indian Adult Education Conference
was held at Madras in 1939, Ever since
the South Indian Adult Education Associa-
tiop has been persistently workiug for the
expansion of the Adult Education move-
ment in South India. It has been aptiy said
that the historv of Adult Education in
South India is the history of the South
Indian Adult Education Association. It is
not jor me to assess the successes and
failures that have attended the efforts of
the Association; but po one can deny
that the Association has done one great
work. It has made the Government as well
as the public realise that Adult Education
is a live problem which has to be tackled,
The influence and prestige of the gentle-
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men who adorned the office of the Presi-
dent of the Association from time to time,
the sincere and effective service rendered
by the GGeneral Secretary, the tireless energy
of the Organising Secretary and above all
tho seltless work of the thousands of field
workers who have collaborated with the
officers of the Association, all these have
been responsible for the work turned out
so far.
Work in Malabar.
In this District we have an Adult Edu-
cation Workers’ Association started about
four vears ago and affiliated to the
S.ILA.E.A, It originally consisted only of
men and women who were actually doing
work in Adult Education Centres. But it
was later, on expanded so as to include all
persons who were interested in Adult Edu-
‘cation, The Association has now a total
membership of 800. QOur members are
running 133 Adult Education Centres in
various parts of this District and the Asso-
ciation itself runs a Centre at Kallavi which
we wisb to develop into a model Centre.
We have held three Distriet Conferences,
the first at Kozhikode being imaugurated
by the then Education Minister Sri K.
Madhavan Menon, the second at Nilambur
inaugurated by the General Secretary of
the Association, Mr. J.L,P. Roche-Victoria,
and the third also at Kozpikode inaugurated
bv Sri K. P. Krishnan Nair, retired
Collector. We have been able to arouse
a rapid interest in Adult Education among
a certain section of the public, but it has to
be regretfully admitted that that interest
18 far, tar from that white hot enthusiasm
which alone can move mountains, I hope
that this Conference will pave the way for
" more intensive work on the West Coast, I
am verv thankful to the S.LA.H.A. for
deciding to bold its Annual Conference in
our midst this vear.

Difficult Work.

Ladies and Gentlemen—With great
pleasure I welcome you all to this, the
eighth session of the South Indian Adult
Bducation Conference. But I cannot pro-
mise that the work before vou will be very
pleasurable. It may be just the reverse
except to those who take delight in doing

difficult work. The work you are called
upon to tackle is arduous in the Confer-
ence, There has been a good dealof taik
about Adult Education, but all our efforts
have barely touched the fringe of the pro-
blem. ‘How to devise a practical method
of eradicating the 85 per cent illiteracy
that darkens our land and that blights our
fairest hopes of national well beibnv, and
how to raise upnn the foundation 8( uni-
versal literacy the lasting edifice of Adult
Education affording the fullest scope for
the unfoldment of the personality of every
man and women in this country—that is
the problem for the solutiou of which you
have to devise a practical method. I
repeat this is an arduous task. Great men
come to us and lecture about Adult Edu-
cation, but little men like me have 1o carry
out their instructions. The immensity of
the work, the poignant immediacy of the
need on one side, the paucitv of achieve-
ment, the apathy of the general public and
the obstructive red-tapism characteristic of
Qovcmment Departments on the other
side—these fill the workers in this field with
a sense of frustration, if not of despair. I
am not a pessimist by temperament. But
I must confess that when I think of the
magnitude of the probiems that face the
Adult Education workers, hedged in as
thev are between the devil of stiff officialdom
on one side and the deep sea of public
indifference on the other, 1 go dangerouslv
near the hopelessness of a confirmed pessi-
mist, The Government of India as well
as the State Governments are supposed to
have awakened to the urgency of this vital
problem. But what is the total achieve-
ment ? L understand that in the Madras
State in the course of one vear, the com-
bined efforts of official and non-official
agencies resnlted in making 31,000 illite-
rate adults literate. But just think how
many lakhs of illiterate children would have
emerged into illiterate adolescence during
this period of one year. One feels like that
old lady who tried to sweep back with a
broomstick the waves of the rising tide of
the Atlantic Ocean. What is the part that
the Government play in the work of eradi-
cating illiteracy ! Mainly it is confined to
training Adult Hducation workers and
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giving a meagre grant to Adult Education
Centres. I hope you wiil consider serious-
lv in the course of your deliberations here,
whether this is enough. Adult Education,
so far as our country is concerned, resolycs
itself into two distinct phases. Adult lite-
racy and Adult Education are not synony-
mo;ls. The first phase 1s thg eradication
of illiteracv. The second is the spread
of Adult Education in the rlghtg sense. I
submit that so far as the eradication of
illiteracy is concerned, though non-.f)fﬁmal
effort may have its valuable contribution
to make, the main respousibility has to
be shouldered by the Government.

In no country in the world has literacy
peen made universal without compulsion,
There is no reasou to presume that our
country is different from all other countries,
so that here universal literacy can be
achieved by voluntary effort. In most of
the countries of the West compulsion
was applied to children of school-going
age and this resulted in the entire popu-
lation becoming literate in the course of
two or three generations. In England,
for instance, compuisory education for
children of school-going age was intro-
duced about the year 1880. And now
the whole population is literate. If we
could afford to wait for 70 years we could
also begin with compulsory education for
children. But a delay of 70 years is
precisely what we cannot afford. If we
are to resume our arrested growth in the
political, social and ecounomic spheres, if
we are to secure for the country the
high place which should be hers in the
comity of mnations, if the democratic
machinery of Government that we have
introduced is to fuuction _eﬂiciently_ we
have to attain universal literacy within
2 much shorter period. And the tragedy
of the situation is that our State G‘overn-
ments have not so far had t_hc vision to
introduce compulsory education even for
children of school-age.

Compulsion Necessary

If within the life time of the preseut
generation we wish to attain cent per cent
literacy in this country, we have by law

to compel all adults to become literate,
Such compulsion has been applied in
Russia and to some extent in China and in
many countries of Central and South
America. A good deal of time is being
spent—I do not sav wasted—by us in discus-
sions on the methods of teaching adults
and the problem of getting teachers. It
has been proposed that all College Stu-
dents, if not even High school pupils,
should be conscripted to teach adults,
Students have played a magnificent part
in the expausion of Adult Education in
Russia, Turkey, Egypt and other countries.

And the suggestion would be feasible if
the stumbling block we have to get over
in this country were the dearth of teachers.
But so far as my experience in this dis.
trict goes, that is not the main hurdle to
be crossed. Our difficulty is not the dearth
of teachers, but the dearth of pupils.
Compulsion should be on pupils not on
teachers. I donot underestimate the value
of a studv ot adult psvchologv in relation
to educational methods and problems but
I submit that no fefinement of teaching
method, no analvsis of psvchological factors
can in practice be a substitute for legal

compulsion. I say this because we hear a
good deal of talk about improved methods
and some are likelv to be deluded into
the belief that as soon as we have master.
ed these technical methods illiterates will
form a long ueue to get admission
into our Adult Education Centres. Dr.
I,aubach has adumbrated a method for
teaching the alphabet to illiterates. It is
a verv good method, but so far as I can
see this is not basically different from the
method used in our iufant Readers. But
Dr. Laaubach is reported to have done mar-
vellous work bv the use of this method in
backward countries like the Philippines, It
was a great mysterv to me how this
method produced such prodigious results
tili I discovered the clue in a recent num-
ber of our Adult Education Review. In
an article published in the March number
of the Review, it is stated that Dr. Lau-
bach invented an alphabet for a wild tribe
named Mooro and taught it to some of the
people. Then the problem arose as to how



144 ApULT EDUCATION REVIEW

to propagate the knowledge of this alphabet
among the rest of the population.The Mooro
chieftain came to the rescue. Hesaid that
every one had got to learn the alphabet and
that those who have learnt it bad to teach it
to others and that if anvone didn’t, he would
cut of their heads. That is oue simple
method of reducing the number of illite-
rates in a country. There you have com-
pulsion in its crudest form. We need not
go to the extreme suggested by the
Mooro disciple of Dr. Laubach, but if the
Government would levy a politax on all
adult illiterates you will, I am sure, find
it marvellously effective,

Compulsory Elementary Education

It is the inescapable duty of the Govern®
ment not only to compel the existing
adults to become literate but aiso to see
that the problem of adult illiteracy does
not recur generation after gemeration in
the future. To ensure this, they have
to enforce compulsory Elementry
Education on ail children of school age,
As you are aware our present Elementarv
Education Act includes provisions for
compulsion. But it leaves the actual
enforcement to the discretion of the
District Boards and Municipalities. More-
over, the compulsory provisions in the Act
are so ineffective that in practice there is

little difference between one area where

compulsion is enforced and one where it is
not. The compulsorv provisions in the
present Elementarv Education Act have to
be radicallv amended and the Act has to
be enforced throughout the State. Objec-
tions will no doubt be trotted forward that
the Government has no money to meet the
huge extra expenditure that would be
involved, that the parents cannot spare
the services of the children at home, that in
the absence of provision for midday meals
at school it is not practicable to enforce
compulsion on starving children, and so
on. If onlv our educational experts have
the courage to get out of the beaten track
and initiate a school svstem suited to our
poverty.stricken countrv, all these difficul-
ties can be got over, ILet them reduce the
school dav in Elementary Schools to three
hours enabling each teacher to handle

R —

double the number of children they teach
now. Then the existing  Elementa

Sclgool teachers will suffice to teach l1r1y
entire school age population in the count ;
and compulsory education will be Doss’tr)'y'
without undue increase in exoet.xdiitllrée

This  wi
will also, to a Very great exteyt.

avoid the need tor midday meals at school

l\foyeover, it will reduce greatly the com.
plaints of pareuts that children are bei
taken away for the whole day from tegn'g
\Zvork‘at home, serutiny of the w ellz
done in Elementary Schools will show (zr
the existing svllabus cap be coveregd ot
a_bout 200 school davs of three hoursril .
tion, [ 'do not want to deal at rura-
length with the education of chilg e
schopl age as you are meetine o
consider the education of the aduth
to only emphasise the faet tha; i
absencg of an effective system of con he
sory education for the voune ourmpul-
gramme to eradicate illiteracy aht;mn dprlo-
look dangerously like an atiempt tiadu ”
off all the water in a well by takin it
bucketful now and then, while the cgntznt "
of the well are replenished by pl N
springs all round. © Plenniful
Adult Education in the
should follow adult literacv, prlo%e; nsgtnsef
course mean that we should stop all a(t)
tempts at Adult Education till the countr\;
has attained cent per cent literacv. Certaiy
cultural topics can be inciuded even in 2
literacv curriculum ; moreover to-day some
15 or 20 of our people are literate :;n;i f
them scope for further education should gr
provided. This is the proper Sphere fo;e-
voluntary effort. The Government can
force people to be literate, but they cannot
force them to imbibe culture unlike the
movement for adult literacy which is a
sh.ort time movement necessary only ~ti11
widespread compulsorv education for the
voung renders it superfluous ; the adult
e.ducat_lon movement is necessarv for all
time since education is a continuous pro-
cess which starts in the cradle and eads
onlv iu the grave, ¢

Race Between Education and Catutrophe.
We are today a free people with g

here to
- I wish

democratic form of Government, By .

(Continued on pags 163)
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Universities and the Education
of the Social Mind.

The following inaugural address delivered by Dr. Rajendra Prasad at the

joint meeting

of the Inter-University Board of India and the Executive Council of the
f the Universities of the British Commonwealth at the Delhi University

deals powerfully and imaginatively with the basic problems of this age :

To us who are living in the world of to-
day there are many things which appear
to be as of course but which would have
been looked upon as marvels in the 1_)ot
very distant past. The strides which
discoveries in the physical sciences and
technology have taken within the last two
hundred years have changed not only the
face of the world but alsc the lives of
individual human beings living in the
remotest parts of it. The introduction of
steam and electricity revolutionised the
technique of transport and of industrul
production and of communication. The
discoveries in the fields of medicine and
surgery have made easy the cure of many
ailments of the body which were consi-
dered incurable. Science has thus plafzed
in the hands of man the means for making
his life easy and comfortable. It has algo
through the same discoveries placed in
his hands weapons of destruotion in every
gphere of existence the like of which
perhaps were never thought or dreamt qf.
The progress that has been m.ade within
the last few years in harnessing t}uclear
energy has surpassed anything hitherto
achieved in its destructiveness. It8 benefi-
cent uses and effect are not yet known or
visible to any appreciable extent. The
world is thus faced with a problem of
surpassing importance to the human race
and to civilisation. I hope I am wrongn
my estimate of things when I say that
man has achieved the strength and power
of a giant or perhaps {nuch more strength
aud power than any giant was ever conoel-
ved to possess but he ha_s pot yet learnt
how to make good use of it. Perhaps I may
gay that he has learnt to make evil use of
it more than any good use of it- The greater
the strength and power, the greater is its
destruoctive capaoity.lf. good use is mnot
made of it, and today it 1s no _enggera.txoxf
to say that huwmanity faces its owndes;l
truction unless it knows how to cocxl\ttr:
and use for the good the knowledge and the

" power that knowledge has brought.

2 . v

There ia a story in our Puranas which
I may relate here as illustrating the point.
There was & rakshas or evil genius named
Bhasmasur who underwent great pena-
ncesand God Siva was pleased and appeared
before him and bade him ask for any
favour and that would be given to him.
The asura had suffered by his penances
and was highly pleased by this offer of the
god. The gift that he sought was that the
god should give him the power by virtue of
which any one on whose head he placed
his hand would be instantaneously destro-
yed (hoping thereby that he would destroy
anyone who came in his way and would
thus become the undisputed master of the
universe.) The god had made the promise
and could not go back upon it and so he
gave him the power he had asked for. The
asura bezan to consider who was the most
powerful man or god in the universe by
destroying whom he would become the
undisputed master of all that existed. He
thought no one could be greater than the
god that had ziven him thisgift of destrue-
tion and he decided to destroy the Gad
Siva himself so that he might acquire
undisputed mastery over the universe and
also gain the hand of his consort Parvati.
Perceiving his intention the god fled
pursued by the demon and he could find
no place where he could take sheiter and
gsave himself. Parvati, the consort of God
Siva, saw his plight and came to his rescue.
She app-ared before the demon in all her
charm and beauty and told him that as he
was seeking to destroy the god to gain
her hand, she was ready to place herself in
his hands if he could please her by perfor.
ming a particular dance. The demon in
his infatuation and pride readily assented
and began to dance. One of the postures
of the dance required placing his hand on
his own head and as soon as he did it, he
was destroyed by himself. The gods of
today have conspired to place in the
hands of man illimitable power of destrue-
tion and are dangling before him the

TN .
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infatuating attraction of all that he in his
pride of knowledge regards as beautiful
and sublime. One can only hope and pray
that he will not sucoumb to the tempta-
tion of dancing the dance of his own des-
truction. How can this be prevented?
That is the problem which presents itself
to mankind in its innumerable aspects.
Let us hope and pray that the goddess of
knowledge will teach mankind also the
right vse of the strength and power that
;he has placed in its hands and enable
it to turn to beneficence what threatens
destruction, and that by the use of it
what will be destroyed will not be strength
and power but its evils. The lesson that
we learn from the story is that mere know-
ledge which is power is not enough —may
even turn out to be an evil—unless it is
accompanged and controlled by wisdom.
Universities should, therefore, be not only
centres for the acquisition, propagation and
advancement of knowledge but also the
homes of wisdom from where will radiate
rays that will illumine and suffuse the
human spirit and fill it with divine
radiance.
Revolutionary Discoveries

May I place before you the same thought
in simple language bereft ofall allegory ?
Developments have been taking place
which are likely to change the shape of
things beyond recognition. Nuclear energy
has given man the pewer of gods—the
power to dispense life and death, the power
to transform this globe into a smiling
paradise or into an utterly desolate and
silent graveyard. We are all aware of the
revolutionary changes which same in the
wake of Steam and Electricity. These are
bl_xt toddling babies in comparison to this
giant of nuclear energy. It is, therefore,
quite legitimate to expect that this tremen-
dous accession of power oarries with it
far greater revolutionary implications for
the social structure and psychologioal
constitution of humanity than steam or
electricity ever did.

Apother revolutionary force that is
beating against the shell of the present-
day society is the irresistible urge of vast
masses of men, particularly the economi-
cally apd industrially backward billiong
of Asia and Oceania, to share equally the
good things of life with the owning and
professional classes. In the ocenturies
gone by the masses lived and laboured

uqder the belief that the frujts of their
_tml depended on the dispeusations of an
Inscrutable destiny and that they had no
option or 'a.lternative whatever in this
matter, So it was that they were passively
resigned to their miserable lot. But this
ggnctlon of Fat_e behind the status quo has
lsappea.red Or 18 in the process of disap-
pfea.rmg in so far a8 millions upon millions
o thm'mm beings in the world, and at any
:ﬁ e in Asia, are concerned. Many of
em now fegl, rightly or wrongly, that
t::izll:- %esgltu_tlon and misery is due \:.o tt:e
e es1gns of evi] m
or nations a_nd not to the disp;:]s'ati%l::sﬁ
an all-merciful and omnisicent god. Hup er
is dnvmg.many more to revolt blingl
against their present misery. So it is th yt
blll‘lo.ns aré now on the march against tl:
ggl;tl::l ladnd slgoial structure of the present(3
rld. ever before in i
:2 guﬁamty were such vast l;agggs l:fnfg;i
. Women in tumu i i
agamst.the historie au]ttgg:it;nsal:clred(lion
governing and regulating their livesora::i

actively worki ;
order. ng to establish a new sooial

There would be no h i

of man if these two revoolfxzift‘)‘:lra:?ef:?:v‘“}
our times were inherently irrmwom;)ielgb(lJ
to each other. Fortunately it is jus;tathe
other way about. Till almost vesterda 1;be
productive apparatus of humanity dig :
have the capacity to satisfy the wa.nt:mf
all men —white and coloured. It ig trn?
that ste_am and electricity had expsndeg
production greatly but even then its total
capacity was quite limited and it could nos
hope to satisfy the increasing wants of a
quickly multiplying human race, parti.
cular{y if the masses also took it into their
head to share its fruits equally with the
°1'§ss°9' This was but inevitable. Power
being then limited, production could not
but be limited, while there was not, and in
the nature of things could not be, any limit
to the number of claimants to the goods
px.-oduceq- But nuclear energy gives huma-
nity unlimited and illimitable power. If
employed for creative purposes, it would
generate an unlimited capacity for prody

tion and usher in an era of guch & ple tc-
that each man or woman could take wg 3
he or she wanted without affeoting tl?t
share of his or her fellow beings. I |, h .
words, this revolutionary energy iOt re
answer to the present-day insurreoti:n:l:ye
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urge of the masses for the good things of
hfft may be doubted, however, whether
this reconciliation between these two revo-
lutionary forces can be brought about by
the social mind which governs the actions
of man today. It is to a great extent the
creature of an age of limited power and
limited production. 1t is, therefore. alu_;ost
ipevitable for it to fail to appreciate
correctly the imner nature and logxpal
jmplications of these pnew faots of life.
This apprehension is strengthened by the
attitude of the modern mind towards war
and want. Even today the truth does not
seem to have dawned upon it that the total
abolition of 'these two is the very condi-
gion of the continued survival of the
human race. Till yesterday war meant
nothing more than the destructive use of
the limited power which any class or
territorial grouping bhad in it position
against other classes or nations for the
gettlement of their disputes. They could
contemplate such use with equanimity
because this limited power could cause
only limited destructien of the things they
valued while it could enable them toachieve
objectives which they valued more than
the few things destroyed. DBesides, due
to limited production good things could not
be produced in such plenty as to permit
all men to share them. Sa it was inevi-
table for individuals or groups to strive to
grab the things they coveted even by resort
to force against the other claimants. In
other words, in the ages of limited produc-
tion war was felt by human groupings
to be an effective means 10 their good life.
Naturally the social mind evolved under
such conditions could not but react to war
as something desirable and at any rate as
gomething essential and unavoidable irn
human life. This attitude towards war l_xas
become 80 ingrained in our social_ mind
that, instead of instinotively recoiling at
its mere mention, vast numbers'of men,
including men of Jearning and‘hlgh poli-
tical standiog, still consider it to be an
effoctive instrument of sqttlmg group or
national differences and dxsgutes, and as a
patural and logical conconptant .of orga-
pised communal life. This social mind
with its fixed reactions towards war
cannot in the nature of things comprehend
the implications of war1n an age of unli-
mited power- Nuclear energy, as I have just
gaid, gives to man illimitable and unli-

mited power. Its destructive use would
by its very nature produce conseguences
that could not be limited either in space
or in time. Thus it appears to be an
unavoidable conclusion that war in the
new.age opening out before us is likely to
prove fatal to human existence. But iam
afraid that our social mind, acclimatised
to war as it is, cannot easily grasp this
truth and may fail to appreciate the true
significance of nuclear energy in the
scheme of human life.

Nor is the mind likely fo solve succes-
sfully the questions posed by the rising
of the masses against the misery of their
lives. For the last thousands of years the
poverty and misery of the many and the
affluence and culture of the few have been
an unavoidable and ineluctable fact of
human life. It is true that many a prophet
and seer filled with the milk of love and
sympathy shed tears on this sad lot of the
many. Some of them even raged against
the few for enjoying themselves while
their fellows were suffering all kinds of
agony and frustration. But whether they
accepted this situation with resignation or
fumed against it with religious fervour,
the fact remained that poverty was not and
could not be abolished. The spectre of want
could not be exorcised. 1t was under these
conditions of the limited production and
the inevitability of want that the present.
day social mind came into being-

In spite of the termination of hostili-
ties more than six vears gao, no nation or
class has known either peace or prosperity.
As | have already hinted, the malaise of
our lives is not the evil conscience of any
one nation but the incompatibility of the
historic social mind of man to the new
forces of his life. Indeed the crisis that
man is facing today is not so much a crisis
of organisation or of commodities as of
the spirit. Naturally the remedy for this
lics not so much in the world of tlings
and institutions as in the reaslmr of the
spirit. To use & Gandhian expression it
is pot the conguest of the world but the
conversion of heart which we need today.
It is not physical force but soul force that
is needed ‘above all.

It is this cardinal need that gives to the
true University a great part to play as the
future saviour of mankind. Other human
institutions, whatever their power or
panoply may be, are proving ineffective
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and helpless in the face of this c¢risis.
Indeed in its various forms the State hag
been seeking to overcome the ills of human
society. It has also some success to its
credit. But I cannot help remarking that
this faith in the State being the midwife
and the purse of the just society on this
earth has also directly led to the birth and
growth of totalitarianism which by its
very nature implies the supremacy of a
small class over the many.

Force, the chief instrument of the State
creates little and destroys much. Natur-
ally.whlle the State has been able to
apohsh the anarchy of feudalism it has
given birth to the far more dangerous
anarchy of the nations and the classes
—an anarchy which is now threatening
the very existence of the human race
itself. Like the State, the other social
institutions also, have not enabled man to
overcome this crisis of our times. For
. overcoming it we need a social mind that
takes n its stride ali fields and aspects of
human activity on a global scale, and
which does not remain imprigoned within
the cell of a single classor asingle nation.
No other institution except the University
truly conceived and rightly guided can
bring into existence such an integrated
and universal mind. The primary func-
tion of the University 1is the correct
moulding and modelling of the mind of
man and to give integral unity to the
social mind of an heterogeneous human
race. We are ail fully aware of the his-
toric fact that in every age and clime the
University has been performing the cual
function of the transmission of the
ideas of the past generations to each new
generation and of the discovery of new
ideas and the further development of the
old ones. In other words it h-s been the
historic’ mission of the University to
transmit the social mind to each new
generation and by doing so to shape and
mould the mind of the latter. Today also
every University in the world is trying
to perform this function. But this very
funection logically implies another tupec-
tion also, the function of integrating the
diverse social minds simultaneously
operating within a single human grou.
ping. While other institutions in iife
usually are exclusive by their very nature,
the University is not and cannot be a
closed organism.

e,

How can the University disch i
obligation which the new age h:;ﬁatc:lg
on her? I think that it would have to do
several things for achieving success in this
matter. In the first place the University
will have to change its approach to the
’srt.olry of the evolution of human society

ill the present day the main theme of
thls_i story is the roleof Force ip human
Zomety. Almpst every book of history

évotes a major part of space to wars and
conﬂu_:ts and very little to the evolution
ofgocnal and scientific ideas and ideais
it 18 the soldier and not the scientist or
philosopher, the poet or artist who is
g1ven the chief place, Even today a vast
majority of history books give the imp-
ression tbat organised physical violence
is the main dynamicand driving principle
of the drama of human life. Yet violent
conflict is not the daily feature of life It
1S an exception that ocecurs at inter;rals
Man lives not from war to war byt from.
one creative effort to another Entire
human history has to be relnterf)reted in
terms of the_ceaseless creative and ethical
activity which alone distinguishes man
from all other creatures in this world It
IS now being realised that histor‘y i
ultimately the story of the humap minds
I think that it is now time for Uuiversi.
ties in every part of the worid to make ;
concerted attempt at the re-interpretation
of the story of.man in terms of creative
and ethical activities as its main dynamic
principle. It may sound unorthodox to
many but i1do believe that man is not
the creature of mere blind physical forces
or tne helpless victim of circumstances
—his environment—over which he has no
control, He has the power and capacity
L0 mould and shape them as he will and
has done S0 0n many an occasion in the
past. It is for the University to rouse
and re-awaken in him that slumbering
spirit which will make nim tne master
:g;heér_ than k?_la\r\;e that he is of his sur—

ndings which are i
e s which n no small measyre

Another change necessary i i
pect 1s to make the world %,nsr;e;glzfrt?e
nation as the framework of historical
writings, Today the nation shuats out of
view man altogether. After all it is the
creative urge of men in all parts of the
world thag has impelled them to weave
this fabrie of‘ civilisation and culture,

There are
thread in it.
all these are t
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he crea

indeed many a strand an.d
But in the uitimate analysis
tion of the human

!"spirit, though the regional climate and

group life have also ¢o

certain exter}t.
ngs, the maln

the human spirit and

region and the

given only secondary ?mportance.
Besides a change 1n approa

loured them to a

So in all historical writi.
emphasis should shift to

the character of the

group concerned should be

oblem of social eVplutipn,
he the University should now

necessary ;hat
integrate itse

a whole rather

the classes on

from the commeon Peop
fact that the latter ha
nor the economic resources

This isolation

University away from t
passions of the marke

alumni may ca

ch to the
it is also

If to the life of the people as
than remaining a limb of
ly. Originally its isolation
le was due to the
d neither the time
to flock to it.

has continued to keep the

rr

he tumult and the
t place so thatits
y on the pursuit of truth

in a calm and dispassionate atmosphere.
But'the position has now changed, and
the University can now effectively and
directly serve the broad masses of huma-
nity. Not only it can but it must do so
in order to gather the masses also under
the sovereignty of the new mind. Itisa
fact of history that in the past the mind of
the classes was vastly different from the
mind of the masse=. But this gulf between
the two did not have then the dangerous
which it has today. Ifit

potentialities
continues to
danger of the
up in flames.

There is another Y

my view, req

ghould become integrate

persist, there

is every

fabric of civilisation going

eason also which, in

uires that the University

d with the life

and aspirations of the masses. If the
present insurrection of the masses against
want is not led into creative and construc-
tive channels it is iikely to prove a
volcanic lava which may destroy every-
thing, good or bad. The need for the
guidance of this insurrection into right
channels is an immediate one. If the
University which ought to have no axe of
its own to grind decides to approach the
masses it would be in a position to place
the national and international problems in
a correct perspective and would thus be
able to give the masses the visinn and the
judgment to exercise their electoral rights
correctly. But, as I have already remar.
ked, this integration of the University
with the people is absuiutely essentiai to
produce in them the new mind which the
new age demands. It isonly when they
are also activated by such a mind that
the two revolutionary forces of our day
would combine to produce a world of
plenty and peace.

It ijs in the context of the supreme
importance of this revolution of ideas that
I view the importance of this common
meeting between Commonwealth Univer-
sities Association and the Inter-Univer-
sity Board. Ifeel that this Association can
play an important part in transforming
the Universities of the Commonwealth,
It is my earnest hope that your delibera-
tions would lead to the Universities
recognising and striving to take their due
place as the leaders of thought and action
in the age to come and supply the spiri-
tual and moral force and wisdom that will
control and guide the unlimited power
and resources that knowledge has placed
in the hands of man.

A

Kozhikode Training School for Adult School Teachers.

Sri E.
den;,All

Agsooiation, gresiding,
of the Government

tion
for Adult 8o

Kozhikode, was held o

. gourse of his
seaid that educ

form of sooial servioe.

diffioulties exp

workers was as regz

and punoctual
was not suffio

hool Teachers

speech,
ating a

erience

n 18-2-52.
Sri Raman Menon
dults was the best
The greatest of the
d by Adult Education
ards securing regular

Raman Menon, B. A. L. T, Presx-.
Malabar Adult Education Workers
the breakup funoc-
Training School

(women),
In the

attendance. Mere literaoy

jent attraction.

The Com-

munity Centre method was best ¢caloulated
to interest the adult and get him to edu-
cate himself.- Government also should play
their part by introducing some measure of
indirect compulsion: Workers who had
undergone training in Adult Education
methods were not able to start and run
Adult Education Centres, for want of en-
couragement. Such workers would do well
to join the All Malabar Adult Education
Workers’ Agsociation as members ; the
Association would take up their case with
the proper authorities-
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Non-Official Agency in Social
Adult Education,

BY SRI K. 5. RAMASWAMY SASTRI,
Vice-President, S-1.A.E. Association.

Free India is first to resolve to have a
literate and educated and cultured people,
because India is now a sovereign democra-
tic federal Republic and sueh a democratic
State must rest on the consent of the
governed. Such consent should be an in-
formed consent and presupposes a rational
and good-humoured and comprehensive dis-
cussion of all the social and economic and
political problems. Social reconstruction
depends on wide-spread literacy. Further
as Benjamzin Kidd points out, in his *‘Social
Evolution’’ progress depends on the fund of
altruism present in the community and
that nation lives best in the present which
builds and lives for the fusture. Illiteracy
being India’s Public Enemy No. 1, literacy
must be Public Friend No.1 and sbould
have top priority.

This must be so not merely because the
Indian Constitution has provided for Adult
Franochise but also and in the main because
knowledge is every mesn’s birth right and
freedon from ignorance is the basic freedom
without which the four freedoms of the
Atlantic Charter will never he born..

Not only does Article 45 of the Consitu-
tion of lndia say that the State shall
endeavour to provide, within a period of 10
years from the commencement of this
constitution, for free and compulsory edu-
oation for all children until they complete
the age of 14 years but Article 41 recog-

nises that the State should provide for the
education of every man. Quick litetacy
cannot be achieved by merely pushing for-
ward univer.al elementary free and
compulsory education for boys ard girls.
Not only does the rate of population and
growth outrun the growth of literaoy, but
also because even literate boys and girls
lapse into illiteracy in an illiterate family-
[1literacy must therefore be attacked both
on the juvenile front and the adult front.

The Government, both at the centre and
in the State, is very keen on pushing up
Adult Literacy for more reasons than one.
They have been setting apart inoreased
sums for the work. The five year plan of
the Planning Commision alsois keen about

such national service and sets apart Rs. 10
lakhs a year for five years: We may be
sure that this will be implemented soon.

The Kducation Department has already
trained many Elementary School teachers
in Adult Education. Besides continuing
to dothat work the Department is append -
g a re-posting in such methods to all the
pupil teachers in Higher Elementary and
Secgndary Training Schools at the end of
their Higher Elementary and Secondary
training. Further charges and improve-
mentsby the official andDepartmental agen-
cies are in the air. The period of training
should be cut down from 45:days to 30 days.
There must also be a large number of short-
term training courses.

But all these is vot enough- The pro-
blem is a stupendous ons. Itis a cage of
all hands to resoue. The place of the non-
official agencies in Social Adult Education
is as important and vital and urgent as
that of official agenciesin it. Among such
agencies the foremost place must be assig-
ned to the University and the Colleges and
f,he High Schools. The University should
institute'a diplorna inAdultEducation train-
ing and require the college students to
work during the college vacation in the
villages and work for the spread of Adult
Literacy. Daring the last two years the
Government have financed the giving of a
short-term training for ten days to college
teachers so that each of them in his turn
may impart a knowledge of such methods to
selected students and take them into viila-
ges for forty days and work for rural uplift
based on Adult Literacy. The Government
bears also the expenses of such teams during
their period of rural uplift work. All the
Univeristy lectures must be delivered in

the regional lauguages- But all this is not

enough, because the literacy problem oon-
cerns millions of people. We must mobij-
lise, all the literates to give literacy to the
illiterates. Dr. Laubach’s slogan ‘each
one teach one’ mpst be subtituted by ‘each
one teach ten'. Intellectual conscription
is inevitable. If we need a land army for
the improvement of agriculture, we need

~

a cultural army even more for the quiok
expansion of literacy. _

;  Even this is not enough. all j;he Social
Service Associations must work in the same
direotion. The Government, Municipali-
ties and District Boards ‘and all other em-
ployers of labour including factories and
private industrialists must, insist on ‘tbeu-
employees becoming }lterate g.nd give a
smail boaus or a slight increase in pay asan
inducement to become literate. They must
insist on the literacy of all future candi-
dates for service. The literate women
must gladly take charge of the literacy of
their illiterate sisters. We need also
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ample follow-up literature under the new
Library Act ; the library movement will
spread soon.

Every Adult Literacy Centre should be-
come & Community Centre and should have
a reading room and a library with books in
the regional languages for the benefit of
adults, ¢ven after cent per cent literacy is
attained. Then and then alone the seed of
Adult Literacy will blossom as the flower of
universal Adult Education and yield the
fruit of universal adult culture and Indian
democracy will be stable and orderly and
progressive and win the respect and
admiration of the world.

North Arcot District Adult Education Committee.

A meéeting of the North Arcot District
Adult Education Committee was held on
1-3-52 in the Distriet Board Office with
Sri M. Ramachandra Reddy, President,
District Board, and President of the Com-
mittee in the chair. The Collector of the
District, Sri N V. Sugavanam, B.A., was
present. It was revealed by the Personal
Agsistant to the District Educational
Officer, Sri P. K. Raghunathan, that out of
120 schools allotted to this District only
77 had been started and were functioning
and that 51 of them were recognised by
their Department. There were 91 teachers
working in the Adult Literacy Sohogl.? of
which only 51 were trained. A training
course to run for 6 weeks during the ensu-
ing summer was proposed to be conducted
in Arcot and Ranipet.

The:Committee resolved to select Sathu
vachari village for starting a model Com-

munity Centre and sanctioned Rs. 500 for
the purpose. The Committee further re-
gueated the Municipal Council, Vellore: to
open a Model Community Centre within
the Municipal limits. The Committee felt
that the South Indian Adult Education
Asgsociation, Madras, should hand over the
balance of the 10 per cent of the collec-
tions made in the district during the
celebration of the lass Adult Education
Week.

Sgi L. C. Richard, Munieipal Commis-
sioner, Vellore, was unanimously elected
as Joint Secretary to assist the Seoretary
Sri Doraiswamiah B.A., B.L., and Sri
N. Somasundaram, Ex-Chairman of the
Municipal Council and Sri K. Narasimhalu
Naidu and Janab M. Abdul Latheef Sahib
were co-opted as members of the Com-
mittee.

Await Early Release:
«WOES OF AN ILLITERATE”
[gwr sl uGioun®]
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"*Anandam”’.

(A News Weekly Journal for New Literates)

The following appeal has been is

journal for new literates:

It is now generally recognised that
Literacy is essential to Social Education,
and that the measure of literacy achieved
should be consolidated and canalised so ag
to prevent relapse into illiteracy and faci-
litate self-education by the adult. Henoce,
in the districts where illiteracy is being
liquidated, the need for continuation litera-
ture is being keenly felt. The demand for
simple books dealing with practical pro-
blems of every day life isincreasing, where.
ag the supply is neither adequate nor syste.
matized and sustained- What Christiap
Missionary institutions and organisations,
the South Indian Adult Education Associa.
tion, the South Indian Adult Education Co.
operative Publishing Society, Ltd., and
private agengies which have sprung into
existence with the idea of utilizing the
library movement have been doing in the
matter of publication of sirnple and modera-
tely priced books, does not go far enovgh to
be able to meet the demand.

It is considered by Dr. Frank C. Laubach,

the well-known authority on literacy ques-
tions, and a number of others rich in a
variety of fleld work experience, that
a weekly news sheet will be an appropriate
and effective approach to the solving of
this problem. A weekly news sheet has
the merit of being topical, and maintaining
current interest.- The average adult of
to-day, unlike hisforbear, i8 alive to what
is going on not only in the world at large,
but he is drawn into and involved in the
mighty ocurrent of general social progress;
he wants to kpow how the affairs of the
country are managed, what is being doane
by the State to make hig life worth living,
and whither things are moving.' He knows
the value of literacy; he would take to it and
aequire it much more quick)y than is gene-
rally supposed: and he would begin to edu-
cate himself in right earnest if he is en-
couraged. He is sure to read a weekly
news sheet with avidity.

It is proposed to bring out a weekly news
sheet for new literatesin Tamil Anandam
by name under the joint auspices of the
South Indian Adult Education Co-operative
PublishingSociety, the L#d.,M.R.C.C. Adult

sued Soncerning Anandam a news weekly

Literacy Committee for Tami
other organisations. The We':l:llyNi:dto.gg
z:&:geiofg‘d tgdited by an expert com-
1818ti i
ab’(l)‘;e organisatirgx:.f representatives of the
he weekly news sheet wi i
objeotive acoounts of the ;xigngl‘::%:tl:;:
events of the week, in very simple words
and short sentences, so that the new lite-
rate adult can read and understand the
ilﬂegt fmatter of _news for himself. It
A stnn?!a:g? from bias and it will maiotain
pr- Frank O. Laubach blesses i
this new venture being started b;hgsl ?:ian:-f
ly, and h.e thinks that this weekly will
make rapid progress and yield good fruig
The adults will hail the venture, he S&Vl.
It beboves everybody wha is devoted to the
thdeul: Literaey: causeé to co operate with
ventpu:eu.mte“ in making a suoccess of the
We have roughly estima
cost of produotion of the nt:v(is t:;:etth'e
Rs. 50 f<_>r every issue of 1,000 copies. Thls
economic minimum is 3.000 copies per isauee
The month!y cost of production at the rate;
of 3,000 copies every week would be ks 409
Postal and establishment charges would be;
about Rs. 200 per mensem. Since the week]
newssheet is meant for the poor adult i{
shpuld be made available to him ata nomi;ml
Price of half anna per copy or Rs. 1 8.0 per
year. ’.l‘hu;s the monthly income from the sale
of copies, if all the copies are sold out, would
be Rs 375 as against a mounthly ex,pendi'
ture of Rs-.600 which does not include any
remuner'utxon-to the editors, who are ready
to contribute their labour of love, The
monthly deficit of Rs. 225 will have to be
met out of donations until the demand for
copies reaches the balance level. The

budget can be balanced if the d '
the number of copies reaches e,ll(l)).'(‘)l(])g ;g: ﬂ?‘

isgll‘w-

Therefore, we earnestly a

ngsxonary and EducatioZal l:ﬁ::iltutt‘;o;:l
Social Service organisations angd othor.
bpdies and individuals which are conduo.
ting Adult Literacy Centres to subscribe
for oopies in large numbery and help

' initail expenditure.

- they require. We reques
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Democracy Requires an Instructed Electorate

(Continued from page 14.4)

democracy is the most difficult form of
Government that man has devised. A
totalitarian  Government such as that
which ruled Hilter's Germauny or that
which still rules Stalin’s Russia is simple
and efficient. In Russia the people have
onlv to carry out Stalin’s orders. Stalin
does the thinking, he does the initiating,
he does’ the organising. But iua demo-
cracv the ordinary citizen is called upon to
thinfx, to initiate and to organise. The
moral stature which he gains thereby 1s the
reward offered by Democracy. It is a suff
task but essential if mankina is not to be
intellectually and morally enslaved as in
totalitarian countries, Adapting  the
dictum which H. G. Wells applied to
ciwilization, we may sav that Democracy 18
a race between education and catastrophe.
Iu India we are daugerously near the latter,
“Ejucation broadly conceived and gene.
rously planned to train people to think tor
themselves, to sift truth from falsehood’
has to come to our rescne. The Adult
Education movement is the rescue squad.
A popular movement like that jor Adult
Education can flourish oaly in an atmos-
phere of considerable freedom. More
than anv other activities spomsored or
subsidised by the Government it sh_ould be
free to adapt itself to the geographical and
sociological peculiarities of each area. A
cast iron code to judge its efficiencv must
necessarily fail. As an example I would
jnvite the attention of delegates from out-
side the West Coast to a striking pecu-

liarity of life in this district which has an
important bearing on Adult Education
work, We have no villages here. People
live in isolated homesteads all over the
country. This has certain advantages,
for instance, in the matter of sanitation,
but this is a serious handicap for all types
of communal work. Asa resnit the Adult
Education Centres here have to be very
small indeed as in Sweden where for a
popuiation of less than ten miilious, they
have 10,000 Adult Education Centres.

Ladies and Gentiemen, - You are meeting
here to consider how our high ideals may
find expression in our day-to-day work,
what practical programme may bLe placed
for imnediate implementation before the
Government and the public, This is a task
that requires the collaboration of experts
on one side and field workers on the other.
I wish vou god speed in your effort.

On behalf of the Reception Committee
I thank Mr. L. M. Pylee for consenting
to preside over our deliberations here. 1
am sure the guidance of a persou like
Mr. Pvlee who has long been interested in
Aduit Education aud who posseses wide
administrative experience will be invalua-
ble to use I am also very grateful to
Dr. M. V. Krishua Rao, our new Minister
tor Education for associating, himself with
this function. I bope bis term of office as
Education Minister will witness a bold
forward step in popular education in this
conutrv. On hehslf of the Recgption

the cause with liberal donations. The

:ons will go along way in meeting
donatior Such of those who

wish to subscribe to this may kindly send

i ir order stating the number of ecopies
e ’ t you not to place

an order for less than 6 copies.

We are, Ever Your

T.J. R. GOPAUL,
Organising Secretary:

We are sure that you wili agree with us,
when we sav that no charity can be
greater than that of imparting konowledge,
and no service can be more fruitful than of
helping the new literates to educate them-
selves and to prevent them from relapsing

into illiteracy-

s in the Cause of Adult Education,

JouN G. P. NAUMANN, Convener,
M. R. C. C. Adult Literacy Committee,
Tamil Nad, Madras.
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Committee I now request him to inaugu.
rate the eighth session of the South Indian
Adult Education Conference.

Minister's Message.

Mr. Raman Menon then read out the
following Message for the Conference sent
by Dr. M. V. Krishna Rao, Minister for
Education :—

“I am extremely sorry that I have to
cancel my visit to Kozhikode to meet you
all at the Eighth South Indian Adult
Education Conference on account of un-
avoidable official duties here. I hope you
will parden me for this. My inability to be
there is a matter for great disappointment
to me as my absenoce deprives me of the
pleasure and privilege of contacting you
all, who are engaged in the great ecause of
Adult Education. 1 am extremely thankful
to the organisers of the Conference for
having invited me to inaugurate the
Conference and to aasociate myself with
the workers in the cause of Adult Education.
I wish to take this opportunity to pay my
heartfelt tribute to eminent pioneers in
this cause of Adult Education like the este-
emed President Mr. Pylee, Mr. G. Hari-
sarvothama Rao, Mr. K. S. Ramaswami
Sastri, Mr, Roche Vioctoria and many others
who have striven during the last twelve
years and more with single-minded devo-
tion to promote and popularise the move-
ment of Adult Education.

Country-wide movement.

“I have followed with keen interest the
stages through which this movement has
passed, some times depressing, sometimes
exhilarating during these many years.
Their, mission has succeeded in its object

.- by awakening the whole of our State to
the need for a country-wide movement for
Adult Education and the liguidation of
adult illiteracy. I need hardly assure that
my humble gelf, now echarged with the
responsibility of the portfolio of Education,
will be eagerly awaiting the results of
your deliberations and discussions at this
Conference and to do my best to promote
the cause of Adult Education, in which we
are all interested. As I mentioned the
other day, at the State Education Con-
ference at Coimbatore, increasing emphasis
has to be laid on the expansion of Adult

Eduoation if our democratio State and
hard-won freedom are to be prederved and
maintained.

“There is no conflict between the urgent
need for espansion of Elementary Educa-
tlon and Adult Education, as it is incorre-
ctly surmised by some people. You are all
aware that no mere official agency or
Departmenta] activity can do justice to this
cause. This movement for Adult Edyca-
tion can become a national movement only
if t‘here is full co-operation between the
enlightened citizens and the popular
Government. It reguires hundreds and
thousands of patriotic workers with migsi-
onary zeal to prosecute this movement.

Duty of the educated.

“I take this opportunity to suggest that
we, the educated, especiaily those who
have taken to teaching as their vocation
and the students who are enjoying the
benefits of higher education in this State
at the expense of the illiterate and igno-
rant people in our country, owe a heavy
dqbt to them, which has to be redeemed
without any delay. This task has to e
undertaken without any party predilectiong
or propagandist purposeg It should be

democr_a.tic Republic, which we seek to
shape into a co-operative Commonwealth
of the people. In thig work and urgent task

wish to assure you that the new Govern-
ment that has been formed in oqur great

tate on adult suffrage, wil] take its legiti-
Mate share and place its Co-operation at
the disposal of those patriotic workers, who

are guiding this graag Imovement of Adult.

ducaion.

“In our State you are a

Yo ware t there
are about 19 naillion illite-rate ‘a(til:fts‘hbe:t'
ween the ages of 12 and 45, nearly 12 times
the pumber of gohool ohildren. "Tji] about
;l! years baok practicall

y fovernmental agency In 1951

of Rs. 12lakhs was allotteq S Bugom
for Adult Education. I ol tho Budget
we shall have reason to be satisfied with the

progress that we mg
the coming year. ¥ be able to make in

all success.”

Y nothing was done g
earnestly hope that -

1 wigh this Conference
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Mr. Roche-~Victoria Inaugurates the
Conference. N
The Education Minister Dx:. M.V..Knémnf
Rau, not having come, the lxecepm;;;. tou']
mitl?ee requested and iMr. é(oche ic orlm
agreed to inaugurate the Conference. lIn

doing 80, he said :

jends, . N
Fr’i“::, pnews that Hon"ble Dy. M. V. ers;hnv
Rau, Minister for Edueation, Govqrnmen

f M,adras, is not able to come to deliver th
o ural address to the Eighth South
mgggn Adult Education Conference came to
P a shock this morning. The disappoint-
. a: is keenly felt for more than one
menon‘ At a time when the Kducation
lﬁ::»,n.ment of the Government of Mad;as
and the South Indian Adult Educatloﬁ
Agsociation are coming to grips with rega.rd
to the solution of many p;‘ob}en}a connecte
with = Adult Education In this btage,t:ve
all expected the presence pf one who has
been so closely connected with the Univer-
sity and Education in general angl as one
who hag taken up the office as Iiducation
Minister and put in sole charge of that port-
folio, would give us the proper lead to the
movement and oreate enthusiasm among
the workers. Though he has dxsapp_omted
us by his absence, we hope, he w1.ll not
disappoint us when we apqroach him fqr
implementing the conclusions of this
Conference. .

This is the first time that-the South Indian
Adult Eduoation Association is holding
Conference in Malabar. The venue of the
Couference at Kozhikode is happily chosen
because our friends of the l}ll'Malabar Adult
Education Workers’ Association have been
doing splendid work in this area ant:i this
Conference will, I am sure, enable them to
gpread their activities and consolidate the
work in this part of this btqte_.

In the absence of the Minister, an ex-
Minister has been calledto inaugurate
the Conference. Though I am unprepared to
discharge my dusies and .t.o_ orgateﬁan
atmosphere which only a Minisfer m:d c.;:
can do, I come forward boldly as an “1:1
Education worker to express some o ?
opinions of & worker. ‘When 't:e aretconl
duoting the 8th Conference it isbutna !n'l.'
for us to ask for the result of the previon

8.
Cell‘]lgaemonr?anising Secretary of the South

Indian Adult Education Association has

s

got a voluminous report as to what has
been done in the previous years, apart
from actual facts and figures which are
published from time to tme in the Adult
Education Review and also in special reports
like that of the first South Indian Regional
Seminar on Adult Education which is in
our hands to-day. No one can deny that
the activities of the South Indian Adult
Education Association have created not
only a general awakening among the
people but also an eagerness to learn and
an enthusiasm to test the value of the
movement. If Government to-day is
willing to send its representatives to our
Conferences} and is prepared to listen to
the suggestions and recommendations of
the Adult Education .Uonferences and
tender financial aid, it is due to a large
measure to the persistent and continuous
propagands set up by South Indian Adult
Education Association. It is hoped that
the cooperation thus es!:abhsbed between
officials and the non-officials will be further
strengthened at every Conference for the
permanent solution of our Adult Educa-
tion problems. ) )

The recent election was a great experi-
ment not only for India but for the whole
world. Ithas been accepted on all hands
that the conduct of the elections was a
great success inspite of the fact that a
very large percentage of the electorate is
iliiterate. This should net lead us to the
conclusion that Adult Literacy is not
necessary for Democratic Government,
The elections have been conducted by
means of symbols. No democratic country
can continue to use symbols in its elec-
tions. Moreover, without elementary
knowledge of reading and writing the
electorate will be a source of constant
danger to a Democratic country, It is
therefore necessary .in the successful
working of democracy to educate the
electorate as fast as  possible. I
hope before the next election take place
after fiive years, every one of the voters
will be literate and we drop out the
humilisting sy mbol.

Lack of edueation has retarded the
success of another gsocial experiment in
our oountry. mean Prohibition. ‘If
mass education had preceded the social
reform, we would not be fasing such a
volley of criticism against the working of
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thisreat experiment in our State. It was in
the year 1937 that the Prohibition question
was taken up. Even at that time, thoue
of us who were in the Adult Education
movement were itrying to convince the
Government that whatever the social re-
form they might take up they should also
~ - include Adult Education in their pro-

gramme. We are now in the year of 1952,

and you all know the situation. The cart
is before the horse,

It is gratifying to note that Government
has come forward with their schemes. I
hope they will be able to co-operate with
non-official bodies to make their schemes a
success. I am also glad that the Distriot
Committees are taking up the work
seriously. We can see great possibilities
in the movement spreading among college
students organising training camps and
village uplift work in the Districts.

I congratulate the Chairman and the
Members of the Reception Committee and
thank them for the arrangements made to
hold the Conference at Kozhikode inspite
of many handicaps and I wish all Delegates
who have come here at persenal incon-
venience all success in the deliberations
and when they leave the Conference, I
hope they will carry sufficient material and
necessary zeal for the furtherance of thig
great movement. To the officials I must
express my special thanks for coming
and I hope they will promise us their full
support for the common cause. We are
fortunate in having as President of the
Conference Mr. L. M. Pylee, who has so
much of eXperience in the legislative,
administrative and educational fields., As
an ex-Minister who was in charge of
Finance and Education in the Travancore-
Cochin Union, his guidance andadvice will
be very valuable to us at the present junc-
ture. I have now great pleasure in inaugu-
rating this Conference and pary God fo
His choicest blessings on all of us. "

‘Jai Hind’

Message from Governor.

His Excellency Sri Sri Prakasa, Governor
of Madras, sent the following Missage:—

I thank the organisers of the Eighth
South Indian Adult Education Conference,
Kozhikode, for their kind invitation. I am
very happy to know that this is the 8th
conference. It goes to show the great

interest that hag been created in the cause
of adult education.
No realall-round national progress can
¢ achieved without an intelligent and in-
formed public. In fact, efforts at national
reéconstruction will certainly be hampered
if the vast mass of the people are illiterate
and uneducated. Literacy and education
are absolutely necessary if the peaple are
to gﬂ'er full ca-operation to the Government
1n 1t8 efforts to raise the standard of life of
the peaple as a whole.
Our democratio system of Government,
moreover, ¢an be successful only if the
electorate are fully instructed to under-
stand the problems. Eradication therefore
of adult illiteracy should be the immediate
concern of not only the Government but
also of every educated man and woman
under our present circumstances. The
problem is gizantic and needs the services
of thousands of devoted workers.
that this conference will find ways and
means of harnessing sufficient moral and
material support in the good cause. I wish
the conference all success.

I hope

Letter from Maulana Azad.

il‘he following lett.r was received from
Sri ]’I Kripalani, Private Secretary to the
Hon’ble Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, Educa-

tloIn Minister, Indja ;. ’
am desired to acknowledge your letter
dated the %4th April. Maulana Saheq
attaches great importance to the value of
Adult Edueation ang hopes that your

Conferencg wil bear practical fruit in the
spread of literacy.

A Challenge to the People.
Professor Humayun Kabir, Joint

Secretary to the Government of i
iIni“rylotfiE(LucatiOm Wrote i— India,
am giad that you .
South Indien Adult Eduogtiny o, [0e 8t

n t Education Conferense
and I wish the Conference every success.

our young demg
stable and sound foundations, cracy on

Messages from Madras State Ministers.

Dr. U. Krishna Ray Minister for I
; , or ludus-
tries, Labour and Motor Trmsport, wrote :

) .thank you very muoh for i
invitation to the 8th South lnd{::rA?:ldt

¢

A}

ix
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PURBEERESIES 4

i held on Sunday
tion Conference to be ‘
gldeml’;t;l.l.nd Monday the 19th May ]95(12 a:
Kozhikode. Engagements at " Ma rad
r(:avent me from coming to Kozhikode m’t
participating in the conference. Pamn“
?ne however, to wish your conference a

1

sug:ieg: Sanjivayya, Minister for Co-opera-
i Housing, wrote :— N
tlelr'lh:?xi y:llll forgthe letter of 1st ,msta.nt.

It is needless to say that A.dult EQUcatlon
Scheme is an important thing which can

ise the literacy gtandard of the pgople of
lI“"”‘ree India where Adult Fr:.n(.:hxse has
been undertaken. 1 ;hopedthetllllterar(;y ;1;

try will be wiped out as early
;l;gs?grenbyythe co-operation of such no;x-
official bodies as  yours with the
ment.

G‘ivv.;l;gh the conference all success.

Sri K. P. Kuttikrishnan Nair, Minister

, wrote i— o
fOIiVII;:v; thanks for your lett'er _of the 25th
April 1952, 1t is very gratifying to note
that the 8th South Indian Adult Education
Conference is to be held at Kozhikode on
the 18th and 1Yth May 1952. 1 wish the
1ce all succoss. , o

Cosnrfieée-u& P. Pattabhi Rama .Rao,‘mester
for Rural Welfare, Commercial Taxes and
Scheduled Areas, wrote : -~

cI :hank you for your Jletter of 1gt May
asking me to give a message in .connectmln
with the Eighth South Indian .-\du’t
Education Conference to be held at Kozhi-
kode on the 17th and 18th mst'ants.

Please convey my good wishes on the
oocasion. [ note that the Asgociation has
been doing useful work in the cause of
Adult Education. 1 wish the conference
all success.

Congress Secretary’s Letter.
Sri M.P. Bhargava, PermanentSpcretary.

i tional Congress, wrote .—
In%:’:uhlzsel received yotr letter dated the
94th April 1952 to thelleoxtlgrkess Pl;?:"tietxllxt;
extremely glad to know tha d
Stxvgo-u?h Indian Adult thEdli%:;xondfllg:Jh
i held on the sn .
fﬁrenfggzl b:rixggr the presidentship of Shri
L.I{'I Pyl’ee, M.L.A.,' The rpmoval. of
ill.ite.raoy in India specially.requlres senou:
attention and it is gutifylt:lgl :_olnoti ;hi‘n

onference is doing helpiul wo
{:;Jsrd?reotion. We wish all success to your

Canference-

Sri G. D. Naidu’s Message.

Sri G. D. Naidu, Coimbatore, wrote : )

I thank you very much for your kind
invitation for the &th South Indian Adult
Education Conference to be. held on the
18th and 19th instants. o

1 have great pleasure in wishing the
conference a grand success-

Presidential Addrzss

Sri K. S. Ramaswamy Sastri proposed
and Sri Subrahmanyam ¢illay, FPalayam-
kottah Municipal Chairman, seoonded
that Sri L. M. Pylee, M.a.B.L, ex.
Minister of KEducation, Travancore-Cochin,
be elected President of the'Conference.
The proposal was accepted with apclan;a-
tion. Then Sri Fylee took the !:’remdentml
Chair, and delivered the following address:

jes and Gentlemen, 1 deem it a great
ho%:gr to preside over this Conterepce,
the cighth of the kind held by j;hg Soath
Indian Adult Educaion Asgomatlon and
attended by so many distmgu1§hed persons
from all parts of South India. The services
that this Association has rendered ever
since its inception in 1939 reflect oredit
upon it and bear eloquen.t testimony to the
patriotic spirit and phlle'mthl:oplc zeal of
those few noble and public-spirited sou_ls,
who organised it and have conducted its
activities, with much perseverence, self-
sacrifice and ability. It has peen well and
deservedly said that the history of tt§e
Adult Education movement in bputh India
is the history of the South lndian Adult
Education Association. Its workers are
the pioneers in this important :ﬁeld of
gocial service and may be .ca.lled the apos-
tles of Adult Education in South InQna.
Redemption of the masses of humanity
from the thraldom of ignorance by dis-
seminating the light _of literacy and know-
ledge in their midstis the noblest of all
forms of social service. Judged by this
standard the Association and its workers
have well merited the gratxtude_ of the
people of South India. May their work
continue and prosper in ever-iuoreasing
measure !

The Age of Social Changes.

Friends, we are living in an age of great
gocial changes, which have yet to take
final shapes and consolidate themselves



168 ADULT EDUCATION REVIEW

into permanent norms. Never were the
poet's words turned out to be 80 true as in
in the present epoch of human history:
“The old order changeth yielding place to
the new.”” Fundamental and most far-
reaching in their comsequences are the
transformations that are taking place in
the bosom of human society. But what-
ever may be the ideologies and modes by
which these changes are sought to be
effected, there has emerged from their
very depths one outstanding social pheno-
menon, covering not a few countries, but
the whole world. If I am -asked what is
that world-wide phenomenon, the answer
is the phenomenon of the common man.

It is this phenomenon which is the most
outstanding faot of the present epoch. It
is the basis of the new order, socisl, econo-
mic and political, that is emerging. Arouand
it have arisen new ideals and new varie-
ties of social philosophy. Itis ushering
in a new age of human existence, which is
presumed to be the final stage of social
development. After thousands of centu-
ries of human endurance, during which the
common man was discarded and exploited,
he has at last come to his own, though yet
only partially, and has begun to take his
rightful place in the scheme of social
organisation.

This changed angle of vision has made
the welfare of common masses the corite-
rion of all spcial effort and organisation.
In the new perspective which it has crea-
ted, every institution, every social or
political tenet, every achievement of
human effort or ingenuity is being judged
by tHat oriterion. Itis to be the accepted
norm of human life, even though vested
interests and privileged olasses might
attempt to sabotage its orystallisation into
actual life. The future is no more to be
moulded to suit the interests of a privi-
leged few, but of the generality of the
people constituted by the billions of that
entity called the common man.

Welfare of the Common Man.

If then the future is to be shaped in the
light of the wWell-being of that entity, the
common man, and is to be moulded ulti-
mately by him, he can no more be left
grovelling in ignorance and in the misery
and slavery which ignorance begets. These
age-long shackles have to be broken, and,

!
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ipdeed. are being broken and the redemp-
tion of the masses has to be accomplished
by educating the ordinary man.

But it is not only this criterion of the
welfare of the masses which demands that
they should be educated and mentally well-
equipped. There is a more powerful reason.

verywhere except in the totalitarian
States the dictum has now been accepted
that the people are the sovereign. The
hitherto ‘slumbering masses of Asia have
ayvakeued to the right of popular sover-
eiguty. In India democracy has been
triumphantly established and it has $o be
worked carefully ana successfully ; for if it
fails here it would not only be the greatest
of our national ealamities, but it would
spell the ruin of democracy in the rest of
Asia, from Cairo to Tokyo.

In this new setting it is olear that every
nation should consist of educated citizens,
as it has long been the case with the well-
established democracies of the world. If
people are the sovereign they must be fit,
and if they are not fit they must be made
fit, to wield the sovereign power. An
ignorant sovereign will lead a country into
calamities, and the throes of misery and
even chaos. Democracy cannot succeed
where the people are ignorant. It is pre-
posterous to think otherwise. At no time
has the necessity for educating the masses
has thus become so vital or urgent as now,
not only in our country, but over all the
backward areas and countgries of the world.

Colossal llliteracy. ‘

And yet, what is the condition that
prevails in the major part of the world in
this all-important matter ? It is computed
that three—fifths of the human race are
still so ignorant that they cannot read or
write. Moreover these three-fifths concen-
trated in the backward countrieés of the
world are mainly in Asia. [p India 88 per
cent of our people are not only uneducated,
but absolutely illiterate, thatis to say only
12 per cent, (and this evidently includes
school-going children.) are literate. In
Asia 88 a whole the figure of illiterates
ranges from 80 to 90 per cent of the total
population. In Africa it is estimated that
at least 95 out of 100 natives are illiterate.
The world-famous authority on literacy
Dr. Frank C. Laubach hag luridly and
suceinotly desoribed the

condition in these
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. “The most bruised people
f;;mt?ﬁ: ;Vl:;d:t. the naked, the hungry, the
fallen among thieves, the .1mpyls.onedt in
mind, are the twelve billion illiterates,
three-fifths of the hlumannrace. At least a

illi i ] slaves.
bll\%%!;:rv?r:;l:::ey this colossal illiteracy
prevailing in the world, we often do not
realise that it is pot opnly an evil 'b:,' itself,
put the fertile source, generating vast
facters, of human misery, dxsa_bll.lty and
incapcity, These qnl]lons of illiterates,
are the - silent victims, the forgotten men.
driven like animals, mutely submitting in
every age '’ says Dr. Laubaph,”before and
gince the pyramids were buils. They lay
under age-long stagnaiion. Progress
cannot reach them, except, perhaps, what
filters down to them from the extremely
mioroscopic minority of the elite and edu-
cated. They are most.ly strangers to
hygienie conditions of life and are sllavqs
to disease, dirt and uncleanliness. Their
gslums and habitations are worse than the
hovels of animals. The rootcause of such
conditions is ignorance more th.an any-
thing else, the laok of even bare l.xt.eracy~
To unlook the door to better conditions of
life and to raise themselves from tlelevel
of animals these wretched masses la_ck _the
key, the key of knowledge, yvh}ch is lite-
raoy. Solong as they are iliiterate, the
gate opening into the avenue of knowledge
is barred againss them. lj‘rom age to age
generations after generations have lived
in this manner. When shall the torch of
literacy reach themand after that primary
need is fulfilled, when shall they be raised
to the higher rungs of the ladder of_ know-
ledge? Indeed, the problem thet is to be
golved ia a colossal one. It isone of the
major problems of the world, to which,
nevertheless, none but a few pioneers and
missionaries have yetgiven _thex'r attention,
though tbe progress of civilisation .dependa
upon it mu h more than cn the discovery
of atomic weapons or of more and more

speedy aer.planes.

Conditions in India, Past and Present.

ong the 'geveral millions of our own
oo::;rylgnen these conditiops prevnl; gud
the tragedy of itis that thl_s is happening
in 8 eoaatry with the heritage qf one of
the greatest of apoient civilisations and

' . The average man of India has'no
‘ ?;:a]::li:dge of these treasures of a great and

;
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glorious past- It was not always so. Long

before the advent of British rule, the
villager in India was a better educated man
commensurate with the facilities then
available. The Indian villages had flouri-
shed in literacy and knowledge according
te the patterns and standards of these
times, which were, howéver of no mean
order. But with the establishment of alien
rule, decay set in and the old organisations
for the propagation of knowledge and cul-
ture vanished. The generality of the
people became sunk in illiteracy and stee-
ped in ignorance. even though schools,
colleges and universities, all on the
Woestern pattern, came to be established in
several places. But ignorance worked
havoc upon the masses. Why is it that
India is afflicted with so much backward-
ness, evils and misery ? Why is it that her
people happen to be so poor even though
living in one of the richest countries of the
world? How is it that the Indian agricul-
turist is an embodiment of poverty, debt
and disease? Why is it that the per capita
income of our people is so meagre and the
standard of living so miserably low? A
hundred questions of this sort might crop
up in the mind, if one contemplates, even
for a moment, the vast sea of humanity
spread over our sub-continent. What
answer can be found to these questions?
From the depths of the soul of India, one
would hear the cry of angunish rising that
these conditions and many more of the kind
are primarily due to the ignoranee preva-
lent among the masses of our people, the
silent millions of'our land,that is to say, the
lack of any degree of education, even the
ability to read or write.

How can a people like this successfully
work a demooracy in its infancy? How
can such a people rise in the level of
progress and keep abreast with the rest, of
the world? [t may be that future genera-
tions will consist mostly of educated men
and women. But shall we be able to push
forward with our democracy till that
distant goal is reached 7 It may be pointed
out here that in spite of Art. 45 of the
Constitution laying down as one of the
“ Directive Principles of State Polioy"’
thav the State shall endeavour to provide
within o period of ten years free and com-
pulsory education for all children until they
complete the age of fourteen years, itis
most probable that for several decades to
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come there will yet be millions of people
who are illiterate, unless Government deal
with the problem of illiteracy as one of the
foremost of india’s problems and tackle it
with the same assiduity with which they
tackle problems like those of food and agri-
culture. Otherwise whatever may be the
material amenities that may be provided
and these are quite necessary, the demo-
cratic muchinery will always be shaky and
exposed to the risk of failure. For any
form of Givernment to succeed, providing
material amenities to the people is neces-
sary, but for democrasy an educated people
is vital and essential- It is, indeed, a gad
omission that no provision relating to
Adult Education finds a place in the Con-
stitution even at least among the Direetive
rinciples of State policy-

In the present ciroumstances of our
country the spread of literacy has to be the
foremost consideration in any programme
of Adult Education. But literacy is only
the firat step. While literacy is being
imparsed all facilities like the radio, the
cinema. etc. should be made use of to
jincrease the adult s stock of knowledge.
The ambit of Adult l{ducation mast be
widened so as to include all factors condu-
cive to what is now comprehensively ter-
med ‘Social Eduecation.” Social Hducation
is education for citizenship. The citizen
must be made aware of his duties and
responsibilities and must be made capable
of discharging them efficiently. .

Community Projects.

A aplendid opportunity for such a com-
prehensive system of Adult Education is
now being afforded by the starting of the
new Commuanity Projects: These projects

include on their programme a large extent:

and variety of activities for the betterment
of the villages. Already the project has
been started at Etawah and similar projects
are planned to be established in other parts
of the country. These projecisembody the
idea of community developmeut through the
peoples’s own efforts assisted by the State.
An important item in their programme is
the starting of (Cown:unity Centres. A
Community Centre must primarily be an
educational centre for the adults, more
or less of the kind of those Community
Centres in England, described by Prof.
C.E.M. Joad in the chapter on Adult

Education in his f w
Education.” '8 famous book ™ About

) B_ut it seems to me that sufficient -
815 1s not being placed on the need o?lgﬁ}nll?t
]Lduca.tlop In the programme of these

ommunity Projects. In the urgency of
the pressing material problems like agricul-
ture, food, puplic heaith, roads, Sanitation
%;tdc.. the less 8pectacular work of Adult:.

hucaj;lop, especially its primary factor,
the _llquldatlon of illiteracy, miyht not
receive the attention and impox't.;mse it
de'serves.. Therefore, when tirese projects
with their Community Controy are started

Dr, Frank C. Laubach World Literacy Leader

in South India, asthey will shortly be, it
will be up to the South Indian Adult
Education Association to work in conjune-
tion with the authorities of the projects
and push forward the work of Adult Kduoa-
tion, especially through the Community
Centres, since the auihorities of the proje-
cts may not find it possible to concentrate
vheir attention on Adult Kducation as such,

Follow-up Education.

The education of the adult cannot stop
with the imparting of literacy or some
elementary knowledge. In the most lite.
rate and educated countries of the West
even those who have undergone a sound
education in their youth or boyhood under-
go follow-up courses or even new courseg
of studg. Thus the stream of know.
ledge is kept afresh in their mainds. Those
people bave aealised that education is a

life-long process beginning with birth.- or
at any rate with conscious life, and ending
only with death. ‘hey have also r‘eahsed
that the practical experience which an
adult has geined enables him to havea
better grasp of the knowledge that is
imparted to him than in the case of a mere
child, boy or youth. Hence, we fiind in
these countries, Colleges for adults,
especially Rural Colleges to educate rural
adults, secondary schools, adult technolo-
gical schools etc. In England, most of this
work is carried out by voluntary bodies,
like the Workers’ Educational Association
(W.E.A.) Labourers’ Educational Associa-
tion (L E.A.), the British Institute of
Adult Education, the Y.M.C.A. the
Y.M C.A. etc., though in several instances,
gsubstantial help is being giveu by the
Government- The residential Colleges
for Adults, providing short term courses in
a variety of subjeots, aré increasing in
number. The Universities also carry out
much work of Adult Education. The
example was sot by the University of
Cambridge as early as 1873 by providing
‘“University Exteasion’ loctures and
courses for popular audiences. In 1%76 the
University of London and in 1878 the Uni-
versity of Oxford followed suit- Ag the mo-
dern Universities came into being they also
touk up this work, until every British Uni-
versity now has an‘'Extra—Mural” Depart-
ment or a committee to conduct Adult
Education in its area. It is interesting
that many of these Colleges cater to the
labouring ciass, and not so much to the
elite or the highly—placed, and by means
of spare time classes educate the working
men to standards recognised to be equiva-
lent even to those of the Honours or the
post graduate degrees of the restularUniver
gities. Thus the ordinary labourer finds
oppurtunities to rise in the scale of his
work. ln any case. his intellectual vision
is eularged and bis efficiency, no doubt,
increased. .

Where the people do not want to have
courges of snoch high stancards, thereare
institu-tions. including residential rural
College®, which cater to their tastes gnd
requirements. They start on the assum ption
that Adult Education'must begin at the level
and grow from, the interests of the masses.
So they have provided for a wide variety
of semi-recreative, semi-educatgonal activi-
ties—music, drama, dancipg. simrple lectu-
res and talks, disoussions, films— and

4
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instituticns, may be seen every kind of
practical activity, “from physical training
to hougsewifery, it is sa:d, ' from an elocu-
tion class to a pigeon—fanciers club.’’
Perhaps this is the pattern which may
usefully be adopted in our own country
through Community Centres, but with thig
difference, namely, that in such centres,
the people being mostly illiterate, literacy
and an elementry degree of ordinary
education will have to be imparted as
essential requirements or pre-requisities.

Examples of other countries.

I need not bring to your notice the
examples of other countries, and tire you
out. In the U.S.A., Governments pay
great importance to schemes of Adult
Education. In several instances ithe courses
are highly specialised and technical.
Agriculture is given special importance.
More than America, perhaps the example
of Denmark will be useful toour country.
Denmurk is the home of 2 unique type of
euucational institution, calied *“ Follkeho-
jakole,” translated as * Folk High School.”
more acurately ‘‘ People’s Coliege” The
father of the People’s College iaca was the
world-famous Nicolai F 8. Grundtwig,
who was born in 1783. The firet People’s
College was started in 1851 by Kristen
Kold, con of a shoe-maker anéd a fallower
of Grundtwig. Ever since that time the
movement spread and many such Colleges
came to be started in the country, thanks to
the perseverance and persuasive 'influence
of Grundtwig, who, and his work in many
respects, resembled Mahatma Gandhi and
his noble work.

These People’s Colleges have elevated the

‘population of Denmark from the low level

into which they bad sunk in the 19th cen-
tury to the foremost rank in Europe. A
third of the rural people attend these
Colleges, while another third come under
their direct influence. More tnan thirty
per cent of the membere of the natiopal
legislature, and eighty per cent of the
Co-operative leaders of Denmark, where
Co-operatives'play an important economic
role, were educated at the People's Colleges
The principal writers of .nodern Denmark
and Sweden we:e educated at People's
Colleges. rather than at the Universities.
The Danes are an agricultural people, like
ourselves. A century ago they were a
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defeated, poverty-stricken, ill-educated,
privilege-ridden and digpirited people. ‘‘ln
considerable degree as a result of the
Peoplu's College movement,” pointsout the
Radhakrishnan Commission’'s report on
University Education, the ““ Danish people
have ri3en from ignorance and poverty to
ahout the highest general level of educa-
tion and well being of all the peoples of the
earth. I'he Danish agricultural practice
has chaunged from a primitive state to
among the most scientific and best organi-
sed in the world” As that Report has
pointed out India has valuable lessouas to
take f rom the =o-called Folk Schools
(Peopie’s Colleges) of Denmark, in starting
her own People’s Colleges of the kind and
itural Universities. 1t is from such insti-
tutions that the future leaders and the
majority of educated men should emerge,
as in Denmark. In India, where now a
wide gap exists between the educated man
and the masses, and leadership is often
almost entirely out of touch with the
masses- Rural Universities are a necessity.
It is apsly said that ‘‘leadership which
cannot express itself in the shoes of the
common man is rather rulership than lea-
dership. 1f India is to be a true Democracy
there must be established an intimate link
between leadership aud the masses; in
other woris, 1eaders must be formed from
the raunks of the masscs, real leaders, and
not misleading demagogues working on the
feelings and passions of the people. This
is tobe the achievement of the AdultEduca-
tion movement when it reaches its highest
stages and works out its programmes

‘through Rura! Universitities and subaidiary

institutions attached to them. Will India
be another Denmark, in this respect ? Let
us hope go-

Mucli remains to be done.

Qur efforts to spread Adult Education,
even in its most rudimentary forms, are
still at a very low level. In most of the
States, botn under Part A and Part B,
these have not touched even the fringe of
the problem. The latest Statistical Survey
on Education published by the Ministry of
Education reveals a sorry state of affairs
in this respect. In some States like Bom-
bay, which tops the list with 7,385 adulg
schools and 2,02 628 adult scholars, or the
United Provinces with its 1,860 adult
schools with 61,062 scholars, some consl-

derable amount of work appears to have
been done. But when one looks at the
figures of several other States,where there
are no schools for Adult Education at all
and necessarily no scholars, the results
achieved so far appcars to be extremely
small,

Thus it is a colossal task that lieg ahead
o‘f thosg who are interested in the Adualt
Iiducation movement, Neither Govern.
ients alone nor private organisations
alone will be able to produce the desirable
extent of results. Governments can do
much by direct effort. But Governments
are engrossed with a multiplicity of ur-
gent problems of immediate and vital con.
cern. Therefore they should show all
encouragement and extend all help to vo-
luntary organisations and enable them as
much as they can to function over the
who[e country both in intensive and ex-
tensw.e wg)rk. Not only ¢d koo voluntary
organisations, like the South Indian Adult
Kducation Association, but also Univer-
sities, Colleges, and SecondarySchools can
undertake the work of liquidation of illi-
teracy and the further education of the
masses. Students can very well ﬁti]ise
their holidays for this noble enterprise
In:sf'.e&_td of getling themselves involved m
activilics detrimental to their educati'unal
growth and even conducive to the blight-
ening of their future careers. It is a happy
augury that some Universities, and a few
Colleges have begun this great social ex-
perimen:. The educated youth of our
country can do much in this respect.

br. Liaubach’s dictum “Each one teach -

one’ shoald be translated into a reality
throughout the length and breadth ofdl)lfxt*
sub-continen'.  As long ago as 1939 Ma
hatma 'Gandhi had pointed out ‘t};at if
every literate man would assuine respon-
sibility for teaching one person, illiteracy
could be liquidated in no time. We need
not despair. There are examples of Japan
Russia and China, where literacy has ad-
vanced by leaps and bounds, Where coun
tries like these could succeed and ff evel;
the people of the South Pacific Islands
all cannibals barely a century ago, could
becc_)me fully literate, why shouid not
India make the same kind of efforts under
the new Democracy and make that nemo-
cracy really “Government of the wpl
by the people, and for the people?'Pe( pe.
Jai Hind ! )

e ——

Resolutions.
llowing resolutions were adopted
T:lheefft))igoh\th South Indian Adult Kducu-
:istl)n Conference held atKozhikode on 18th

952 :—
ang '&‘ﬁ‘exif the Department of lsduca-
,1- . the Madras State has failed to im-
tion In ¢ the original three years syllabus
ne education of the adult, whereas
for the Jed to establish Adult Education
it has falle basis covering even aa

state-wide : :
on a State ercentage of villages in the

. e 0
appreClable p course of four yvears and

- he Y JTION
St::: a]r? tmake arrangment for efficient
m

Dr. & Mrs Laubach with Mr. Gopal at Katpad
r. & Mrs. L4

. s cisi { Adult
..rion and supervisioon 0 '

Orfan;f{:f,:o(‘,entres and has made default
E u((t)t constituting a book committee for
by n'deration of adult literature. this Con.
consl th greater emphasis

;ce reiterates with ¢ ; :
{l?;(:rttne (tovernment do immediately :akef,
to create a separate Department 0
e Secretariat level
dominantly  non-

Adult Kducation at the
d guide the De-

with a strong and pre
i ody to advise an .

gtfrctlrileg&, with initiative vested in it. "

2. This Conference ple:ices'(‘m olijfecSar-
its sense of sorrow a theh emise of Sar-
dar Vallabhbhal pPatel, who was ) npa
thetic towards all good causestlhmfucap;
the Adult K.ducation movement, 0 Car.
tain Hamid who was for a long ‘lmihar ¢
Director of Public Iqstructlon é‘t‘at - agd
of Adult Education in Madras e;

of His Holiness Srilasri Amb?la'\lz‘?rr:&algg-
gika Pandarasanngd ygal o Tiruvads,
thurai Atheenam who gave S stant
support to the Adult Education .
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3. The Conference rejoices over the
peaceful exercise of adult iranchis: re-
cently in India on an unprec:dented scale
in the history of the world and expects
that ail the Geverpments 1n the country
will take vigorous steps to make the voter
literate so that he may vote for man or
woman and not for symbols at thie next
elections.

4. This Conference rejoices over the
re.clection of Dr. Rajendra Prasad as
the President of India and the election
of Dr. S Radnakrishnan as the Vice-Pre-
sident of India.

5. This Conference places on record its
sense of happiness at the assumption of
office as Chief Minister by SriC. Raja-
gopalachari at a critical juncture in the
history of our Madras State and hopes
that he will be able to carry on a stable
Jovernment in the interests of construc-
tive work including primarily Adult Edu.
cation.

6. This Conference places on record
its sense of appreciation-of the Adult Lit-
eracy effort organised in South Arcot
District by Mr. H. § Paul, the Collector,
fully in consonance with the letter and
spirit of the . 0. No. 2130, dated 3rd
August 1930.

7. Tais Conference welecomes the keen
interest evineed by Sri N.§. Arunacha-
lam. [.C 3., Collector of Madurai, and Mr.
Charles John, Tollector of Trichy District,
in Adult Literacy work and hopes that
they will suce22d soon in organising a
vigornus drive for the purpuse.

8. This Contference urges managements
of colleges to encourage students to
work for Adul: Literacy by running Cen-
tres and Social Kducation by conducting
Camps.

9. This Conference requests the Uni-
versities of South India to establish
AdultEducation Departments with a view
to giving students training inAdult Kdu-
cation work.

10. This Conference requests the heads
of religivus endowments to set apart and
utilise a portion of their income for the
spread of Adult Education.

11. This Conference requests the Re-
gistrar of Co-operative Societes, Madras,
tuo make provisionin the syllabus of the
Co-operative Training for the Supervi-
sors, for theoretical and practical training
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in Adult Eduecation so as to enable the
Supervisors to guide and direct the
Societies in the organisstion and efficient
running of Adult Education Centres,

12. This Conference requests the Regis-
trar of Co-operative Societies, Madras,
to issue a circular to all Rural Societies
requesting them to take more activein-
terest in the cause of Adult Education
by helping the organisers and other wor.
kers of Adult Education Committees to
organise Adult Education Centres in their
areas, and to contribute out of their
Common Good Fund and funds collected
by way of subscriptions and donations
towards the maintenance of such Cen.
tres.

13. This Conference requeststhe Go.
vernment of Madras to take steps to
promote Adult Edncation through the All
India Radio and the Broadcasting sta-
tions in Madras State, similar to those
adopted to promote Hindi.

14, This Conference requests the Go-
vernment to give recognition to Adult
Education schools eonducted by teachers
who have had their training in centres
run by un-official organisations and insti-
tutions.

15. This Conference requests the Go-
vernment to recognise emergency Re-
fresher Courses that may be conducted by
unofficial age neies.

16. This Conference requests Local
Bodies to do their best to take over
the management of Adult Kducation
Centres as per requistition: sent round
by the Government,

17. This Conference requests the pro-
prietors of estates and owners of
factories to start and maintain Adult
Education Centres with a view toachie.
ving complete literacy among their em-
ployees within a certain time limit.

18. This Conference requests Labour
Unions to concentrate on liguidation of
illiteracy from among its members in the
first instance and, in continuation, to
arrange to give them general education
by running Adult Social Education Com-
munity Centres.

19. This Conference urges the State
Government to get legisiation passed with
a view to making it obligatory on the part
of employers of ail sorts to make their
employees literate within as short a pe-

riod as possible and further i

' nd provide th
e;nployees with facilities for continuatiog
study to prevent relapse into illiteracy

and to encourage them to g :
. QO ¢ .
sucessive stages go ahead with

thec in Adult Social Educa-
2Q‘ This Con
Social Edueation pro

ff(;;;med and fune-
Adult Edpcation Associatisn.somh ndian
. 21. This Conference requests the Go.
sgrnment of Travancore-Cochin, My-
E‘dre, and Hyde.rabad States and Adult
.ducation Organisations in thoge States to

rate an Adult Educat;
:?deli{n alt/lat(;]f sa:;me time as it je ce(izglt?an-
e L as State, and requests :
the Indian Adyjt Education Associat(;j)?

Delhi, t i : :
Ftate’s. 0 popularise the idea in the other

22. Thig Conference re i
r grets the inordj-
gg(tiet}(lislay caused in granting permissi((’)ln
Centresn recognition to Adult Education
Ce and urges the Government to
ake steps to avoiq such delay.

A _resolves that
rained adult -
iher Or somebody elge undertakes F:ft:"e
Cesponslbnhty. to run an Adult Literge
entre the District Adult Education Cox)i
Mmittee sball arrange to assist the k
teracy Schodl financially ang
till such time as

several Adult Lit . .
to exist due tol F;mcy Schools have ceased

: nancial and other qiffi
culties P her diffi-
ey . before obtaining recognition ang

thumb  imp.
28 substitute
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for signature but recognised only as a
supporting one to a signature.

25. This Conference recommends;to the
Local Library. authorities that they plan
achieving Adult Literacy as a part of
their progrmme by requiring every 'hb..
rary which is started by them or wiich
receives aid through them to start a Liter.
acy Centre under its auspices.

26. This Conferenc: requests the Mu-
nicipalities of Malabar and the Malabar
District Board to grant to teachers emp-
toyed in Adtit Literacy Centres, the con-

_tingency allowance of Rs. 4 allowed by

the Government to teachers in Aduit kdu-
cation Centres as Local Boards and Muni-
cipalities in other districts are doing. .

'97. This Conference requests the Go-
vernment to vermit such Panchayats as
desire and can meet the neccessary expen-
diture, to depute Delegates to Adult Edu-
cation Conferences. . ‘

28. Inasmuchas illiteracy in India

prevails among 85 per cent of the popu-
lation' and purely voluntary efforts and
paid teachers here and there will not be
sufficient to overcome it, this Conference
requests the Government to treat the pro-
blem as urgent and to provide that un-
der-graduates and graduates doing hono-
rary Adult Education work for six months
would be given preference in Government
service.
. 29. In view of the necessity to create
an ‘urge in the illiterates and with a view
to providing attraction for the illiterates
to learn, the Conference requests the Go-
vernment to give facilities to District
Committees by providing them with pro-
paganda vans, cinematographs, films, and
other materials for furtheriny Adult Edu-
cation among the illiterates.

80. This Conference resolves that there
should be formed in each Taluk a Taluk
adult Education Committee having fog its
members on tepresentative each from
Committees  ‘Adult Literacy Schools in
the Taluk, &.. :District Committee con-
gisting of representatives at the rate of
one from each Taluk Committee and that
the District Committee so formed be affi-
liated to the South Indian Adult Education
Association. .

31. In view of the opinion expressed
by Delegates from Local Bodies this Con-
ference requests the Government to per-
mit Local Bodies to make an annual con-
tribution to the South Indisn Adult Edu-

cation Association to enable it to develop
Adult Education effort in the State, First
Grade Municipalities and District Board
contributing upto Rs. 500, Second Grade
Municipalities contributing upto Rs. 200,
Third Grade Municipalities contributing
upto Rs. 150 and Major Panchayats con-
tributing upto Rs. 50.

32. This Conference thanks the Go-
vernment of Madras for having recently
enhanced the teaching allowances for tea-
chers employed in AdultEducation Centres
and requests the Government to raise the
teaching allowances to Rs. 15 and Rs. 20
for theuntrained and trained teachers.

33. This Conference requests the Go-
vernment to make available to AdultEda-
cation Schools in the State petromax or
other lighting facilities wherever req-
uired.

34. This Conference resolves that in
view of dearth of teacherstrained inAdult
Edacation methods, Government be re-
quested to take steps to start and runa
permanent training centre in every dis-
triet headquarters at the earliest possible
moment.

Women's Section

In the forenoon of Monday, May 19, the-
Women's Section of the Conference was
held, and problems peculiar to Adult
Schools for women were discussed.

At an informal meeting of Tamil Nad
Delegates, it was deoided to organise a
Tamil Nad Regional Seminar as socon as
possible.

Also Kerala Delegates met separately
and discuseed plans of work for the future.

The Kxecutive Cominittee of the South
Indian Adult KEducation Association held
two meetings in the Reception Committee
Office, the first in the evening of Saturday
May 17, and the second in the forepoon of
Sunday., May 18, discussed various adminis-
trative matters, and considered and gave
final shape to the resolutions officially.
sponsored by the Asscciation.

The Subjects Committee of the Con-
ference met twice, for the first time soon
after the Presidential Address was deliver-
ed, on May 1%, and for the second time in
the afternoon of May 19, prior to the
plenary session of the Conference, and
discussed and gave shape to the draft
resolutions received from tte South Indian
Adult Education Association, and from
various Delegates directly and through the
Reception Committee:
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2. Progress of S.1.A.E.A.Organising Secretary’s report,

Saheb appeared to believe that the
ground was surer now because the
Planning Commission had under-
taken to set apart as much money in
the five years’ plan as possible for

; 171
2v—7-1960 to 20—-5--1952: Memorandum submj i
to the M;&}id:'ga Govegnment;, Informal Conferlet:t:: ' Not Lack of Brains but of Money.
with " the Education Secretary; association Burvey * ,M lana Abul Kalam Azad, Educa- Education. National Planning is
. of Adult Education effort in Madras State; the tion ei\lf.llin?saéer in the Central Govern- planning for more food, clot%ing,
~ Second South Indian Adult Education Week ; the ment, made a striking stagement. He shelter and other national necessities
-First South Indian (Regional) Seminar on adult smid that the education programme through better, greater and more
E.dllcltlon; Sun:vgys conducted and Questionnaireg to of the country was hampered not be- efficient production. The producer
circulated by Sri G. Harisarvottama Rau and Sri cause there was lack of brains, but is the pivot on which the whole
P. V. Veeraraghavan through the Association, Propa- because there was lack of funds. national plan has to depend, and he
ganda conferences and meetings: appointment of His department got but six crores of cannot be the child of to~day. The
Hono?nry. District Organisers; Kufmm Hema Malini's ﬁ Rupees per annum though the total adult population has the immediate
contributions to the Adult Education cause ; Delega. " income of the Government of India making of the nation in its hands. It
tions to Conferences and Seminars ; co-operation with was TQur hundred crores of Rupees. is the adult population that has to be
other Governments and organisations 182 He wasreally fishing in very troubled educated. Whatever the reactionary
waters to get his allotment raised to elements m the country may say the
sixteen &rores a year for'the next logicof existence demands that every
8. Report on work done by Sri G. Harisarvottama Rau five years. He was thinking of find- one of our adults be made sufficiently
Honorary Orgsniser, adult Education, Andhra Desa. - . ing more-funds for education and literate to take advantage of the
during April 1852 ) 182 “* other” nation-building activities scientific and technical developments
through some form of deficit finan- of the age and produce more and
cing. more both for his own gradual growth
. . What is of inportance howeverto in ecnomic stature and social status,
4. Co.o.rdmation of Agencies in Elementary Edueation: us of the Adult Education Movement for the eradication of hunger and
Minister Dr. M. V. Krishna Rao’s Appeal o 188 is that he specially referred to Adult want from the country which has
: g g & Education and mentioned that at one given himbirthand all natural wealth
, , stage the one crore tqf Rupet(eis set whdlcl;hhe can.utlhzet if he has the V‘&)"II”
6. Women’s Responsibility for Adult Lit . apart for Adult Education wasdiver- an e equipment necessary. We
Kumari Par:kutty's cyall to Workers eraey offort: 18¢ te?d to other uses. The Maulana are sure the Planning Commission

will lay due emphasis on all aspects
of Adult Education with purposeful
literacy as the first step.  As we
write, Maulana Saheb was hoping to
come to finality about finances in
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some days time. We shall all hope
that all going wellMaulanaSaheb will
be able to get the amount he is stri-
ving to get. Even then the demands
on him are so many that much may
not be expected to be set apart for
Adult Edacation as such. Under
circumstances where Defence expen-
diture is the expenditure of the State
and there are prassing problems like
food to face, we may not expect the
State to do more than lip service to
education, however much the ad.
ministrators may intellectually feel
that Education is the fundamental
constructive effort without which
even the production of food in as
large a measure as is needed cannot
be achieved. Mulana Saheb must
therefore look to some other source
for working out educational pro-
grammes, more especially the Adult
Education programme, in addition
to the increased allotment he may be
able 10 get in the Central budget.

If the Maulana Saheb or any other
Central or local administrator should
expect to. eradicate illiteracy and
spread knowledge through paid or
grant-in-aid agency under the control
of Government Departments, he is
bound to get disappoigted because
without the State turning into a to-
talitarian enterprige, it would be im-

possible to get huge sums of money d

to educate the most major part of
thirty six crores of people. Therefore
the Government of India and the
State ‘Governments should, while
carrying on Model Schemes under
their direct control, make Adult Edy-
cation a mass movement in the coun-
“try utilising the enthusiasm of every
individual-—educated as well as illi.-
terate—to universalise the educative
. endeavour. This necessarily means
- utilisation of non-official agencies on

~on Adult Education w

a much more extensive scale. than
what obtained. Here is a big move-
ment which can give any one inter~

ested not merely contact with the

masses but very muchmore intensive,
namely, opportunity to work amongst
the masses. We would very much
desire that Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru
and Maulana Abul Kalam A z a d
made an appeal to every Congress-
man and Congress organisation in the
country to exert their utmost to
spread literacy and knowledge am-
ongst the masses, not with a view

to promoting party purposes, but
with a view to helpj 4 ad
vance of th by all Aty o0

i € country all along the
line. We would equally urge gother
political PPties also to help this mo-
vement as best as they may, again
not for party purposes, but as the
fundamentg} constructive programme
for. the progress of the: country
whichever party may be in power.
As Maulana Saheb represents the
Central Government in Education we
would urge upon him to aid such non.
official organisations as are carrying
ork and
vsvti:ge Glgt\lrer%megxtsl also to d%etlitkl::
. e Centra

welltas1 téxe State GoGovernment ne
entral Government more th
State Governments, have bee$:1n rztrl:
e€ring occasional assistanceto g few
non-official bodies, but that ig just a
drop in the ocean. . Much more has
to be done. Non-official agencies

hade to feel that the Go-
vernment is really desirous of co-
operation and is prepared to give
them the recognition due to them.

opular enthusjasm cannot take shape ;:

except through non-officig] endeavour
and unless the whole non-official lea-

ership from Ministers ’
the members ook

vernments, the

of Panchayat Boards _
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tituents of Public Associa-
fi!:)(rllsciosn;obilise.d, as i3 necessary for
planned action in a free democgzcyé
Adult Edufcation cannot be ma
Y ass force.
llvf];x)xt]o to this moment, as far as we
are aware, it is Bombay and Mys}s}ore,
Mysore more than Eomba}y,thap ag]e
left Adult Education entirely in the
hands of a non-official organisation,
and that does well by all tep%it.
Delhi also-isiproably autonomous. e
Jamia Millia is a non-official org(gm-
gation powerfully helped by theﬁ ert)-
tral Government,thanks to thee I({)'rds
of our friend Rasiqu-ur-Rahman lt‘
wai and to the nearness of the Cent-
ralGovernment, which has done very
splendid work on & he pub}mat&on
side. The Travancore-Cochin  Go-
vernment has set up a type of qu;xs;-
‘government Board which makes fair
rogress with its work. This pro-
gably exhausts the list that receives
great support from Governments
and is non-official in character to a
major or minor extent. The Madhya
Pradesh has setup a seperate de-
“partment for Adult Education
under the care of Deputy Dlrt?ctmi
" drawn—not from the FEducationa
Service but—from the ]pdlclalbervlce
His energy and enthusiasm seew to
have given .the movement some
impetus. Probably we have to “mar‘).
tion next Madras which with g te
, defects and difficulties that a e_pazrd-
mental set up involves has appouﬁ e
two Honorary Organisers and W erg
Ministers have taken interest at!;]a l
assed orders that all Departmen
‘ pﬂicials in the Districts should co-
:perate in Adult Education werk.

] e also helped to a great ex-
2 'Eel;xetybt;fal‘;nding their names to cer-
g tain activities of the South Indllan
" Adult Education Association. —1n-

other areas the' movement is fairly

R

entirely official. In Madras also even
the cooperation of other Departments
has not been much in evidence.

We understand that the latest step
taken by the present Madras State
Ministry is to bestow powers of ge-
neral supervision on the Collectors
over the work of all Departments.
These officers have been asked to
report periodically about such work.
This may look a little bureaucratic,
but in the absence of co-ordinated
work by Departments this provision
appears to be healthy. We may not
expect immediate results for Adult
Education out of this step, but in so
far as in most cases Collectors are
Presidents of District Adult Educa-
tion Associations we do request them
to give due attention to the G. O.in
existence that officials of all Depart-
ments should visit, encourage and
advise Adult Education Centres. In-
cidentally we desire to request indi.
vidual Departmental officers not to
take offence at every criticism of the
Department.  Every individual De-
partmental officer is not the Depart-
ment. Even if something is said by
way of comment on his official action
he has toremember that he is a small
wheel in a big machine and that
what is said about him is said about
that small wheel in a composite whole
to set right that whole mechanism.
That is the patriotic attitude which
must be expected of individual offi-
cers. The notion of prestige that
weighed in a British bureaucratic
India should no longer influence the
official mind. We are passing thro-
ugh critical stages of national exist-
ence and large adjustments haveto
be made to bring real democracy into.
being. This is by the way. -What
we wanted to suggest to Maulana
Saheb was that while he strives
to-get-the money reeuired from the
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Cabinet of which he is an important
member, he should utilise the brains
that are available in plenty according
to him both at the Central and the
local levels to make the Adult Edu-
cation movement a mass movement
by properly harnassing all available
non-official energy to the task. Even
Government in a real democracy is a
mass movement and we are sure that
a properly directed mass movement
for Adult Education will ultimately
achieve the political end of all indivi-
viduals in the mass taking interest
in their own governance. We would
conclude on the note that while we

- shall not deny ourselves th

e ——

ance that we may get frome isie

ing at the Centre. We should take ¥

care to build up the Aqy] i

movement, as every OthelF gg?ﬁ?ﬁéﬁ
for common good, from the bottom
Le., from the village byt not send it
down, as a ready made pill, from the
top to the bottom. The bottom levels

to either directly  or jndi
- - ]
by instructions \from abovreggf;(rirfle}i

times on pain of i X
withheld, = oustance  being

Adult (Social) Education throy sh College Students

Summer Camp of P..R. College! Students at Karpara,

The forty day’s Summer Camp of Adult
Eduocation organised by the Student Volun-
teers of P. R. College Socinl Service League
was started on 1-5-52 at Karapa Village
near Kakinada, led by the leoturer Sri V.
Venkataramana.

The Camnp was inaugurated by Sri P. Sat-
yanarayana, Adult Education Officer, An.
dhra Desha, at a meeting presided over by
Sri N. Raja Rao, Hon. District Orgeniser
of S.1.A.E.a., East Godavari.

Within two days two Literacy Centres
were organised, one in charge of the Sy~
dent Leader C. Butchi Reddy and another
in charge of the Deputy Leader Y. Venkata-
ratnam. They are attended by a consi-
derable number of adults regularly. On the
4th and 5th days Educatioual Film Shows
were organised with the help of the De.
partment which sent the Adult Education
Van with the Projector, eto.

to suit the convenienge of the

East Godavays District.

and yillage sanitation. Jp
few.mdoor and outdoor g
ganised.

On the 17th, 8ri S.B.P
tl:le' Hon'’ble M - Pattab

the evening a
ames are algp or-

Sri hiramaR
inister for Rura] W[:l?ar::

social \'work-

The lcamp continued ti]] 9-¢_'xo
Literacy classes are conductedh(xi- v orhe
w.ho are being taught to read a;t:ibourers
with u_;e help of oharts acgordj
quick literacy methods,

Await Early Release
“WOES OF AN ILLITERATE”
- [mywrgser uGRuG]

'

the night |

e
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Progress of S 1. A E. A.

Organising Secretary’s Report, 29-7-1950 to 20-5-1952.

The following is the full text of the Organising Secretary’s Report on the
progress of the South Indian Adult Education Association during the period 29-~7-1950
to 20-5-1952, approved by the Executive Committee and presented to the Eighth South
Indian Adult Education Conference held at Kozhikode on 18th and 19th May 1952 :—

The Seventh South Indian Adu]t'Educa'
tion Conference was held at Tanjore on
29th and 30th July 1950 und.er thc? presi-
dency of Sri K. S- Ramaswami Sastri, Hon.
Organiser for Adult Education in Tamilnad
to the Government of Madras. As many
as 106 delegates from all over South India
were prescnt. The Mysore, Travancore-
Cochin and Madras States Governments
sent their representatives to pa,rtlclpate
in the Conference. The Hon’ble Mr.
]« L. P. Roche-Victoria, Minister for Food,
inavgurated the Conference- The office-
bearers of the Association were elected a§
the Conference for the ensuing term: Sri
K. S. Ramaswami Sastr¥as the President.
Mr. J. L., P. Roche-Victoria, M.L A, as
General Secretary, five Vice Presidents,
four Regional Secretaries, one Organising
Secretary, a Treasurer and eleven members
for the Executive Committee.

A Committee was appointed at the Con:
ference under the presidency of Sri
K.S Ramaswami Sastri to meet the autho-
rities for the implementation of the reso-
lutions passed at the Tanjore Conference

1
Executive Committee

The Executive Committee met ten times
during the period under report anq tt.'an-
sacted the business of the Association.
The prooeedings of all the.meetmgs were
published if the official journal of the
Assooiation, the Adult Education Review.

Membership.

The membership of the Association
during the period under report: 48, Local
Board members, . 42 educational, cultural
social and other organisations, 6. Co-opera-
tive . Institutions, 28, District and Taluk
Adult Edusation Associatinns, 9, life mem-
bers, 43, ordinary members. His Exce-
lency. The Governor-of Madras Maharajab
of Bhavanagar and Sri T.S. Rajam of Madura
paid Rs. 500 towards Patronship of the

Association. H. H. Mahasannithanam of
Dharmapuram and H. H. Thirupanandal
have paid each Rs. 1,000 towards the
Patronship of the Agsociation. The late
H.H. Mahasannithanam of Thiruvaduthurai
has paid Ks 3,000 towards the Life Patron-
ship of the Association.

Government Contributions.

The Government of India contributed
a sum of Rs. 5,000 towards the expenses of
the first Regional Sewminar on Adult Kduca-
tion held in Madras. The Government of
Madras gave Rs. 1,000 for the Seminar
expenses. The State Governments of
Madras and Travanocore-Cochin Union
contributed Rs. 500 and Rs. 250 respectively
towards expenses of the Tanjore Con-
ference held in July 1950.

Memorandum submitted to the
Madras Government.

The implementation Committee of the
Conference consisting of the President Sri
K.S. Ramaswami Sastri, Vice-president
Sri G. H. Rao, Publicity Secretary, Sri
S. Airavatham, Organising Secretary, Sri
T.J.R. Gopal and members Messrs T. Neela-
kantan and P.S. Krishoaswami met the
Minister for Education, the Hon'ble Sri K.
Madhav Menon and presented a memoran-
dum containing the resolutions passed at
the Conference, on 17th November 1950.
The Acting Director of Public Instruetion,
Sri S. Govindarajalu, was present. The full
texs of the memorandum was published in
our Adult Eduoation Review, NovemYer
issue 1950, vide page 299, and a reply was
received in March 1951 which was nega-
tive to all but two suggestions and it
was also published in the Adult Education
Review, April issue 1951, page 489,

With reference to Sri K. M- Unnithan’s
invitation to our Association to make pro-
posals, a detailed memorandum was gen
to the Government. The memorandum
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which is published in the issue for
July, 1951 of our ‘Adult Education Review’,
asks the Government to strengthen the
propaganda front through our Association
by enabling us to reorganise our District
Committees on a proper basis and to start
and run at least one Model Community
Centre in every District, which has come
to be accepted generally as the most effec-
tive method of developing continuous fun-
damental  Adult Social Education
endeavour. )

Informal Conference with the
Education Secretary.

The memorandum to the Government
was followed up by an informal conference
on 2nd July in the Secretariat room of our
General Secretary, Hon'ble J. L. P. Koche-
Victoria. Sri Unnithan was present and
spoke for the Government. Our Associa-

~tion was represented by its President, one
of its Vice~Presidents, Sri G.. Harisarvo-
thama Rau, the General Secretary, the
Organising Secretary and the Publicity
Secretary. Sri K. M Unnithan informed
the representatives of the Association 'at
the outset that, acting through the agency
of the Local Bodies, he had instituted a
State-wide survey of the Adult Education
work being done with a view tofinding out
how Government money had been spent so
far and how best Government money could
bespent in future. and that he would place
the data collected before tho%e who would
frame a polioy and programme for Adult
Education work. He did not demur to the
suggestion that the Association might
conduct a supplementary survey, ahd he
edded that the memorandum of proposals
addressed by the Association would receive
due consideration at the hands of the
Government, at the time of framing a
policy-
Association Survey.

In pursuance of the proposal to conduct
a supplementary survey a comprehensive
questionnaire framed by the Organi-
sing Secrotary and Publicity Secretary in
oonsultation with Sri G. Harisavottama
Rau, one of the Vice~Presidents, and with
the approval the Education Secretary. was
addressed  fo a numnber of persons, official
and non-official, who could be expected to
give useful information and offer helpful
comments, District Collectors, Distriot

—
Educational Officers President i
| { . 8 of Dist

B()al@s. Chairmen of Munioeipal Coum:.ill“st
Distriot angd Talug Adult N
U8 and seasoned think
workers. T!le survey which eligite
rom many individuels and institug

duly given publicit
d y through oy
+1t8 1951 September issue. *J

ers and
dreplies
ions was
ournal in

Results of Aggociation Survey
ommunicated
By 5th of August, 151 g large number of
replu?s were received to the Association
questionnaire attempting a supplementary
]sptrvey of Adult Literacy work and possibi.-
i ;p. The§e replies were consolidated
8ubject-war in a Jong covering letter, and

the same was 8ent to the Ed i
Y ucation .
tary together with the originals. on Secre

The Second Adult Edycation Week.
The First South Indian Adult Education

66k wag a great success. Thereallotments /

of the first Week collectiong h
finalised and settled. The stateme‘nvteo?(:zz
reallott_nent has been published inthe'Adult
Education Review'’ (Augugt issue 1951)
The .Seoonleeek wag sponsored under the
auspices of 38 Social ond Cultural Organia-
‘tlons to celebrate the Week from 17th %o
215t -Fe.bruary 1951. A Qentral Committee
consisting of one representative of each of
the 33 organisations with Hon’ble Minister
for Education Sri K. Madhava Menon ag the
President,Hon'blo MrJd.L.P. Roche-Victoria
as ;he Chairman of its Working Committeg
a? hMr. T.J.R. Gopal, General Seoretary
of the Week. The Ministers jointly fssued
an appeal_ to individuals aand institutions
to give impetus to the celebration and
make collection to the Adult Education
fux}d,' which is meant to strengthen the
existing Adult Education orgaaisation in
the State. H. E. the Governor of Madras
was pleased to send n message for the
success of the Week. A Brochure was issued
along with the President'’s Appeal. Letters
were address_ed to the Ministers. and the
Heads of various Departments of Govern.
ment. The Government's response was full
and prompt. They issued oirculars to
Colleotors and other officers to see to the
success of the Week. The officers of the
Bducation Department played their part.
Andhra and Kerala were permitted by the
entral Committee to form Regional Com+
mittees for the Week. The President of
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i i Sri G.
hra Regional Committee was
g:rﬁ:gv;ttama Rau and its Secretu_y
Sri P. Nagabushanam. Sri Muléundgu. 5;2;1;
. istrict Board, w
dent.of the Malabar Dis  Doard, was the
t of the Kerala Region
!I;ri:::ienmd its Secretary Sri E. Baman

'Menon, Retired Educational Officer of the

District Board.

\ the
k was celebrated all over
Ttkclae ‘;vx:eept Kerala, from l7th.to Zlst
Shb 1;ary. As census enumeration was
Fe_ N op at the time, Kerala had askegl for
go:ingvas granted by the Central Comm;t.tee
he mission to gelebrate the ‘Ny_eek r?m
5:; to 9th March. Our Publldowy Ogisb:or,
i sented our -
Sri S. Airavatam, repre tod o
iati the inaugaration o :
(I’thlhoilll{:;e by Sri Kesava Menon, Editor oé
' I;tturbhumi.' The Week was lggufg&r.;tiz
i jaji 11, Madras, by our Chiet Minis-
igrmﬂf:n exhibition was he!d in Rg;a;x
Hail of Adult Education materials, ¢ g?_e
of the Government of Magras ”Xi t?:r!i):s (:.f
ions of our Association. .
g::le(:'r;ainments was arfrang:?o ;11 heGoigzll:
, Madras, to raisa fund
E;\lxloaﬁon Fund, but tl}e ylxetl)d :::snicr)xttl::
1
snticipated. Reports of celedra n the
istri blished in the Adu
Distric{s were duly pu n the Adu't
Education Review. [leporss c; Jthe celo”
ions, including the Chief Min '
:)lll‘;:)li:ing speech, have been published in

our Review- - ‘hade
ig connection, it mus 4
l::r ttl:lnlts tge Week has been mostly a pro
c‘ anda success. As reporis from tge
f)igtricts indioate, the collections made do
not appear to be ot and foy
ar. Nor bhas the r
X;;?th]gcthzaeution materials been en‘gogr:s
ing enough. We introduced token t;c siy
this you i place of fags: the% ot over by
in addition to the s ) ehghbes
Week. Committees

:he g;si; all the Distriots, but we ha.vlg n:
'mt:mmation about Vizakapatnan, tgs
gg:vnri and Ramnad. Soecial mgn 10:1
st be made of South A"TOOt' Nor_t.hK ':fﬁn'
'rlx“e.njore, Trichinopoly- Tirunelveli, Kri hne
and Malabar Distriots for tltl\o ?xrges::splied

d from us pli
o “:k:t“ ql?l:x;‘;lf;om details of ) guantities
t? t:a e‘ s.npplied to the various Dmriﬁtﬁ;ﬁ
> blighed in the Review- (In Mare p
Page. 456). A ocomplete statement o

f:g:unt' of the Week will be published in

as satisfactory as they.

the Review as and when it is ready only
after realising from many of the centres
the moneys still due. .

The third Adult Education Week which
wasg to be held in February this year, has
been postponed to September of this year
due to the couniry-wide elections which
took place during the first week of January
1952.

South Indian (Regional) Seminar on )
Adult Education.

implementation of the resolution
Dailslec;ma% the Seventh South Indiar} Adult
Education Conferenceheld at Tanjore for
the conduct of a Regional Seminar at
Madras, the Association app_roached the
Government of India for ﬁnan_gml and othgr
assistance. The Seminar Wag, sconducted in
spacious “Damodar Gardens”,Adyar, 80 k'm.
dly placed at the disposal of the Assaciation -
by Shrimati Rukmini Devi, and it {astxi for
a period of eight days .endmg with April
30. The Seminar, organised by the Asso-
ciation with the approval of, ang a gralmt_of
Rs. 5.000 frem, the Governmeut of India,
was inaugurated by Professor Humayun
Kabir, Joint Secretary to thq Governmen;
of India, Ministry of Education, who hs
been deputed by- and came with a message
of encouragement and tribute to tlk\lllq Asso-
from, free India’s flrst Education mxster,l
Maulana Abul Kalam Azad. Our (i{enehra-
Secretary. the Hon'ble Mr. J-L-P.P oche
Viotoria, as Director, waloomgd rofessor
Mumayun Kabir. Sri. G. Harisarvottama
Rau, Joint Director, conducted the
Seminar through and throqgh. presi-
ding over the plenary meetlings where
papers were read and dlscu§sed, guiding the
Language Grouns and §ub1ects Comn}xttees
in their work and helping shapq their con-
clusions. Sri K.$S. Ramaswami Sastrj and
Sri A-G- Vilva Roy, the other iwo oint
Directors made valuab_le oontr;butnonu. to
the discussion. The United Sta‘tes Informa -
tion Service and the British Council gave
their co-operation by running stalls where
films were shown and plenty of Aﬁult and
Fundamental Education :_naterlals were
made available for referen‘ce and study.
An Each Ope Teach One Club Yvas kept
going by the Arundale Adult Educs‘h%n
Centre. A Bulletin was issued by gn .
Airavatam, Publicity and Rego.rding ecrek-
tary,every morning,summarising the wor
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done on the previous day and announcing
the engagements for the day. The Semi-
pnar had a number of distinguished visitors
who delivered instructive speeches, Dr
Panjaba Rao Deshmukh who attended the
Inauguration function, Miss Ella Griffin,
UNE=CO0 expert on Adult Education, who
spent some days watching and helping %he
Subject Committees at work and learnt
much about our work here, Sri. T.
S Avinasilingam Chettiar, former Educa
tion Minister, Madras, and Shrimati Ruk-
mini Devi. the hostess. On theclosing day
Sri K. M. Unnithan, I.C.S., Education
Secretary to the Government of Madras,
delivered the Valedictory Address, wherein
he emphasised the advisability of all Adult
Education effort. at any rate in Madras
State, being concevtrated on achieving
complete literacy, and also invited our
Assoociation to offer suggestions as to how
‘best the sum of Rs. 12 lakhs now at the
disposal of the Madras (Government, ear-
marked for literacy work, might be spent.
The success of the Seminar was due not a
little to the co-operation extended by the
Government of Madras, who besides mak-
ing a contribution of Rs. 1,000 towards ex-
penses, sent round circulars to varioug
Departments requesting them to depute
representatives to attend and participate in
the Seminar and permitting expenditure
for the purpose. Our Association also incur-
red expenditure in the case of the social
worker type of representatives invited by
us and selected by Collectors in consult-
ation, with District Committess, meeting
the entire travelling expenditure and
showing half oconcession for boarding
srrangements. The Seminar scenes were
filmed by the Gemini Studios. Our thanks
are due to Sri 8.5. Vasan for his prompt
response to our reqguest and most generous
compliance. The picture which hasa run
of about ten minutesis now ready for release
It is a dooument of great propaganda value.
Afull summary of the Seminar
proceedings and Recommendations was
published in the May issue of our ' Adult
Education Review’.

The Recommendations of the Seminar
were sent to the Government of India,
the Government of Madras, the other State
Governments and organisations connected
with the Adult Education movement in
South India- An appreciation of the work

done by the Seminar wag ex

Joint Secretary for Educatig;eas:gerby the
of India, in a letter to Mr. Ro',che-Vint“m'nt
The Government of Madras have ctoria.
some of the Recommendationg of thgpéoved
nar, in a communiocation which o
published in our efficial organ, the A(::;:

Education Review, Sept
page 636, ) ptember isgye 1951

Distinguished Visitors to the Associatiom

H.E. the Governor of Mad
8. Komaraswami Raja, Chief NrI:xsl'istserxi' l::f
Madras, Mr. Ramanathan Chettiar, Mayo
of Madras, Professor Humayun Knbirr
Joint Adviser to the Government of
India, Pro. Hsi-ling of UNESCQ
Miss Ella Griffin, UNESCO, Hon'ble My,
K.. Madhava Monon, Mr. Gopal Reddy.
Sri 3. A. Ayyangar, Sri K. M. Unni:
than, Miss Anna Sancee of Santiaco of
Chile, S. America, Sri V.S. Mathar, Indian
Adult Edueation Association; visited our
Associati_on- Meetings, dinners and
Tea Parties were arranged ip their honour.

Surveys and Questionnaire conducted
and Answered.

A survey is being made of the i
welfare work being done in India an?ioilhaé
scope for such work, The Government of
India questionnaire on the subject was
received by our Association through the
GovernmgntofMadras.It is fully answered
The detailed answer submitted to the
Government has been published in August
1951 issue of our journal.

A questionnaire was prepared b i
Ha!:isarvottama Rau on"Fa%ilities );orséldg:
cation for Adult population”. Thig wag
sent to all the Jail authorities in the State
with the help and co.operation of the Ins-
pector Qeneral of Prisons. Many jail
authorities have answered. The detailed
qug?pxgngqlrehonABhis subject has been
published in the ult i i
e ear Toune Education Review

A questionnaire on*‘Attitude of
people towards Adult Education?’he ?,323
pared by Sri P. V. Veeraraghavan g psy
chology student of the Presidency Colleg;
and a member of the Association was cip
culated and answersare yet coming. The
detailed questionnaire wag publisized i
Adult Education Review April 1952, "

-
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On behalf of the Association theOrgani-
sing Secretary Mr, T.J.R. Gopal and Pub-
licity Secretary Mr. Airavatam were
deputed to pay a personal. visit to South
Arcot to survey and investigate the 'Adu_lt
Education effort in the District _whlch is
working on the lines indicated in
G. 0. No. 2180 Education dated 3rd
August 1950, requesting the officers
of all the nation-building departments to
make all possible help in the successful
conduct of the Adult Education Centres in
the villages during their tour, This is one
of the big achievements of theAssociation
that South ArcotCommittee is doing a tre.
mendous piece of work toget all the
twelve departments and 390 officers in @he
district to visit and foster AdultEducation
Centres. Every officer is ex'pecte'd to visit
the Centres within his jurisdiction regu.
larly or as often as possnblg and report
then and there to his immediate superior
or to the Collector in person. The work
done by the officer is revised at the meet-
ing of theDistrictCommittee helqregular]y
at the Headquarters, The detailed sur-
vey of the Association’s representatives
has been published in August 1951 issue of
our journal, page 622.

Propaganda
Conferences and Meetings

The main activity of the Asgsociation is
propaganda. The Association has attem-
pted all kinds of methods to intensify pro-
paganda in favour of literacy and promo-
tion of Adult Education. As many as 15
District and Talug Conferences were held
throughout South India. Thousands of
workers and others participated. Among
these the Madras City Adult Education
Conference, Madura and Ramnad Adult
‘Education Conference, Coimbatore and
Nilgiris Adult Education Conference, the
All Malabar Adult Education Workers
Conference. Kurmbarnad_Taluq Adult Edu-
cation Conference, Tanjore Talug Adult
Education Conference are worth mention-

“ing. SriS Sachidanandam Pillay,a former

"Director of Public Instruction presided
lo?ger the Conference held on 6th October
1¢51 at Rajaji Hall at Madras. The Mayor
of Madras inaugurated the Conference.
The Organising Secretary. the Publicity

‘Secretary, the President, the Vice-presi-

ts, Sri M P. givagnanagramani M.L C.
g::il others participated. A plan for the
Madras City has been chalked out and a

2

Committee under the presidentship of Mr.
S. Sachidanandm Pillai was appointed, A
detailed report of the Conference was
published in our official organ. Madura
and Ramnad Adult Education Workers’
Conference was held in Madura under the
presidency of Sri K,S. Ramasawmy Sastri,
President of the Association on 28th and
29thJuly 1951.TheHon’ble Mr. J.L.P.Roche
Victoria inaugurated the Conference, Sri
T. K. Rama, Vice President of the Asso-
ciation, the PubMcity Secretary and the
OrganisingSecretary took part in the Con-
ference. The detailed proceedings of the
Conference were published in August 1951
issue of our Review.

Coimbatore and Nilgiris AdultEducation
Conference was heid in Ooty under the
presidency of Hen’ble Mr. J. L. P. Roche-
Victoria oh 20th May 1951. H E.Governor
of Madras inaugirated the Conference.
Hon’ble Mr. K. Madhava Menon, Minister
for Education, Messrs P. I'. kajan, M.L,A.,
N. Mahalingam M.L.A, A. B. Ari Gowder
the D.E.O. the Qrganising Secretary and
others participated in the Conference. The
detailed proceedings of the Conference
were published in our ;. .rnal for May *51.

The All Malabar Aduit 'iducation Con-
ference was held under {ue presidency of
Sri K A. Damodara Menon M.P. Sri K. P.
Krishnan Nair inaugurated theConference -
The Organising Secretary and the Adult
Education Officer for Tamilnad and West
Coast participated in the Conference.
The detailed report is published in ourRe-
view, December 1951. The Tanjore Adult
Education Workers’ Associatien was in-
augurated by the Organising Secretary
and Mr. O.A. Narayanaswami Iyer presi-
ded. The Kurumbernad Adult Education
Workers'Conference was held atBadagara
under the presidency of Sri E. Raman
Menon on 19th April 1952, The Organi-
sing . Secretary inaugurated the Confew
rence, Messrs M. Krishnan, K. A. Damo-
dara Menon, Mr. P. R. Nambiar and C. K.
Nair and others participated. The General
Secretary as the Food Minister to the Go-
vernment of Madras took keen interest
to spread the Adult Education movement
in speaking collectively and individually
whenever and wherever possible. He
would have met more than ten thousand
people through meetings and other-
wise in this connection. During the period
under report he would have opened more
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than 100 Adult Education Centres in th i -
han e presided. ioti
?h? e He‘_would have also travelleq In  towards th The ASSOCI'Ohon e oo 10
s connection not less than 10,000 miles. torg © Costof prizes to the competi-

Messrs.K.S. Ramaswami Sastri, Presi
3. , President
and G. Hansar\(vttamaRau, Vice President
as Hon Organisers for Adult Education
for Tamilnad and Andhra Desarespective-
ly toured extensively in their old age and
spared no pains to spread Aduit Education.
They have visited many Adult Education
Centres and helped the workers in the pro
per conduct of the Cendres Many publie
small and big meetings have been addres.
sed. They have also visited Adult Edyca.
zzo“ndggflgmg courses and Rural Colleges
€d under the auspices of
cGlZ;:ésagg t%relvste organisations and t(ff)\lf(3
: arious subjects of A
Education. The i dute
] - lney have contribut
subjects pertaining to Adult Edi:cat?d to
the Press also, ‘ on to
The Organising Seer
' etary has add
1{8308523)'%;{8&;! and big meetings anrssr?)‘:a(ti;
, W) men and women indivi
]I?I, and coHecm'e'ly throughout South Ilgg?l
ed made contn‘butions to the Press no .
and then on various aspects of AdultEdl:v
cation. He has participated in trainin :
courses condug:te(l by the Government g ﬁ
pn:}?te! orgﬁmsgtions and taught them t:‘is
methadas, He has travelled extensi
' ! :xtens
g%oboelrlnaillgogthe As?omatiun,to more lt‘;)e;g
7, 11les.during the period und
in ad1ition with the regular otﬁeger;[:)?'rl(t
1J;S)urnlal work, collection and organisa-
1onal work of the Association which h
now increased. 2
Our Pujlicity Secr Sri
etary Sri S. Aj
:}r\:im tahttended,theMadras,Madura ﬁﬁ;:’:s
wort? O(Ert}gonfgaenc?s in additio'n to his
pr&ceedings. , rna apd recorded , the
any of our Committee
0. ¢ e memb
made their special contrlbutionse;sl ?ha:ii

own way for the success
WT succe: i
vities of the Assqciatic;:.()f e many acti

Play Femvul. to Adult Education Student
A play festival toadult learners was :
gAa&msed ynder'the auspices of the T\ lmi;

ait Education Committee Ta ore
which was the first of its kind in gyaty
}\ndla, 24 recognised Adult Schools E)u't’h
dult learners participated in the ompe
tition of the sports events on 274 ggn?pe-
Organising Secretary inaugurat;d-th e
tival. Sri A. Gopalan, D, E. 0. of Ta:jf::é

.ment of India

‘ Propaganda V
The Association wag 4 o

vehi
ehicle through the help of the Govern-

Y in March 195 i
S’“é?gy QIG‘EM at a -conu'ss?onatra}t;ag;
1942 Milit e vehicle is a Dudge make of -
as been 0¥ Model. A sum of Ry, 2,000
DUL it o tph nt for repairing charges to
model witt e road, it being a Military
s By i'i Very heavy steal body which
recgom ofnt{] 10 miles per gallon. At the
ap ol ¢ e Hon. Organiser Mr. Raja

, 8 been sent to the kast Godavari

Adult Educati )
is awaited. “"’“?Ommntee and its report
Film

The film of the Seminar story was pro-

duced by Mr, S
the Assgciazio?{,s' Vasan and presented to

is a document of The film of ten minutes

_ great propaganda value
to publicise the work of the Assgcia‘:ioﬂ

tl}::‘eol)uigthrqu: the world. At the request of
the film \': Orgamsgm of the Association,
Pollachj ?‘s shown inMadrasCity,Mudura,
and Rad'a -Oimbatore, Bombay, ‘T;.njore
have been‘z;‘ra (Malubar). Special shows
partment Orfr]?nged for the liducation De-
guished vj vicers and the other distin-
were recel'sngrs at Madras. Enquiries
For want o'g;orgr(?,‘,n,- other districts also.
not possible to mcétltl;{; ggx;};i(fi‘:m' It was

District Committees and District
The Committee?t?onr'r.r'\eerc.i'i istri
n the districts
tz vc;el}:aeber:tree qt:;eest?ddxilt }sducatmn' Weel§
t o functio

re!:ja?etnt Comm;tlees.Thunkstolthr:z sat?st,;?;-
torsn ::;3“ et\;\mced by the District Coliec-
wors receivo iers;, regular reports have
N pecel ed from South Arcot, Tanjore,
Nort Godcot, Malabar, East Godavari,
et lavari, Nilgirs, Madura, Coim-
Datore, (};\[Chy. Bellary, Guntur, Thirunel-"
velly, ittoor and Cuddapah. The
rep:rptorts of d)stricts are expected.
Aduithes 8 are being published in our
ucation Review regularly. !

In P Hon- D! Or‘ani.e'..

. January 1952 the Asgociation

ﬂglrl)om.ted District Ormmisers§ in the
OWing districts sc as to enable the

ble to purchase a

. other officials and non-officials.
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e
o keep itself informed of the

ivities of the districts. i
ﬁcn’I‘:a\njore——Sri 3.5, Avgdhamyar.
Trichy_.Sri,P.J. Louis.
i B. Sethuraman.

. Arecot—Sri 1 .
%oimbatore-—Srl P.S. Subbian,
Madura—Sri T.R. Raghavan.

E. Godavari—Srl N, Raja Rau. .
Malabar—Sri M. Krishnan Kutty Nair,
organisers for the other districts will

appointed in due COUTrse. ‘
be’l’hpepfunctiun of the District Organisers

i ranise intensive propagantain the
;)Srtt)(r)ng?foa: o? the Adult Kducation and
make all possible arrangements  to
promote homogeneous 'etfort among
d mnon-officials in the district.
They will act also as liaston officers bet-
ween the District ‘Assvciations ar}d _the
South Indian Aduit Education Association.

ma Malini's Cantribution
to the Cause. o
We are indebted to Kumari Hema Malini
for having given three Darce perfor-
mances in ‘aid of Adult lcducation in the
State. The first performance Wwas orga-
nmised at Kakkinada, under the presidency
of our General Secretary Mr Roche-Vie:
toria. A sum of rupees 16,000 was collec-
ted. with the help of the Coliector and
' ihe two
other performances were held in
South Arcot district in Villupuram and
Tindivanam, Wwhich got substan‘tla]
collections to further up_ the Adult kdu.
cation effort in the district.

Association t

Kumari He

Adult Education Exhibition. ‘
The Association organised i‘an)}d.u.lt E,d‘u:
cation stall in the Park Fair Exhibition. Sri

. Krishnaswamy one of our Corr_\mi_ttee
b e iny charge. Exhibitions

members Wwas ) :
were alsa arrunged in Madras City during
the Adult Education Week, City Confer-

in Madura Qoty, ‘Tanjore and
(he/;]:li'bar along with their local Con-
ferences. Demand for exhibits is increa-
sing. ur: exhibits have been of real
value to the solution of many difficulties.
Our exhibits have been lent to many

- School and College Exhibitions,

Radio Talks.

eneral Secretary gave one English
angurtg’ree Tamil talks 1In Madras and
Trichy Stations during the period under

~

- the offer with much regret.

renort. Our Vice-President Sri G. Hari-
sarvothama Rau gave many taiks in
Telugu on various subjects on Adult
Education from Madras and Bazawada,
The Organising Secretary gave a talk on
Aduit Bducation from Madras. Many
others have given series of talks in all
four languages on Adult Education dur.
ing the Adult Education Week and other

times.

Invitation from Government of India to
Depute a Worker to Visit Iraq.,

The Government of India extended an
invitation to our Associationtodepute a
worker to visit 1rag and lran for study of
Adult Education activities in those coun-
tries and promised a single travel only.
As the Association was not in a position
to bear such huge expenses it declined

Delegations to Conferences
and Seminars.

Mr. G. Harisarvothama Rao, Vice-Presi-
dent and sri T.J.R Gopal, Organising
Secretary of the Association,were deputed
to attend the first National Seminar on
Adujt Education held at Jabbalpur. Sri G.
Harisarvothama Rau and Sri 1..C. Richard
one of our Executive members were deput.
ed to attend the Second National Seminar
on Adult Education at Indore.

Messrs. G Harisarvottama Rau, J.P.G.
Numman, one of the Committee members
of the Association and 8ri T J R. Gopal
were deputed to attend the All India
Adult Education Conference heid at
Hyderabad. Mr. Roche-Victoria and Sri
K.S. Ramaswami Sastri were also present,

Messrs Sri K. S, Ramaswami Sastri,
G. Harisarvothama Rau, Sri T.J .R. Gopal
and Mrs Radha were deputed to attend the
All India Adult Education Conference
held at Bombay. Mrs Radha was not able
to attend the Conference. SriT.J.R.
Gopal, Organising Secretary of the Asso-
ciation and Mr. J. L. P. Roche-Victoria
were deputed to attend the Indian Con-
ference of Social Work held at Madura. Sri
P. Nagabushanam was deputed to attend
the Indian Conference On social wor

held at Vijayavada and Sri T.J.R.Gopal,

Organising Secretary, represent_ed the
Association at the Tamilnad Libraries

Conference held at Madras.
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Our Members on other Committees

" Hand Organisations.

‘Messrs Harisarvothama Rau .
Roche-Victoria have been electggdag'\llll:}:)e
presidents of the Indian Adult Education
Association, and Sri T.J.R. Gopal has been
eleSCtel(‘i Ito the Council,

riT.J.R. Gopal was elected asam
of the Work_mg Committee of the Te:’n?ﬁf
nad .lerane.s Conference to organise
Tamilnad Ll‘bra‘ry Association, Messrs
Ramaswami Sastri & Harisarvothama Rau
aorznlm\];h: City Library Authority and Mr

.A. Narayanaswami is i i
AuSthol;ity, Taswam Iyeris 1nvthe Library

Sri P. Nagabushanam is in’ in-
cial Library Committee.ls ' the Provin

Sri T. Neelakantan is in the Executive
ofl&he Film gan%Association.

essrs . arisarvottama Rau
Mr. J.L P Rocbe-Vietoria are in ?he S?xrklf.
Committee of £ Ault Education constitut-
ed by the Government of Madras.
naSlrSleS V.tSr_inivisa Izao, one of the Regio-
cretaries, has been chosen by t

UNE.SCO for their Adult Educationy prlcl>EE
Ject in Ceylon as the literacy expert. -

Prof. Mundasseri is continuing as one
of the members of the Adult Education
Board of  Travancore-Cochin Union
Government.

Sri G. Harisarvothama Rau has been
elected as the President for the 9th Indian
Adult Education Conference to be held at
Nagpur, in the last week of December.

Co-operation with other Organisations
and Governments.

The Association was receivi
reciprocating co-operation in :gdifigg
to the dxs_trict and other Adult Educa-
tion Associations in South India with the
following : '
The Government of India.-

The Government of Madras.
The Government of Travancore-

Cocehin Union.

The Government of Hyderabad.
The Government of Qoorg.
The Adult Education Council,

Mysore, .

The Bombay City Social Educa-
tion Committee, Bombay.
The Indian Adult Education

Association, Delhi.

The Indian Conference on social
work, New Delhi,

.

© 0 a1 OO LN

10.

Work, Madrgs Branch

i% 'I“he Gun!d of Service, .
15 The {nd!an Red Cross Society.

1 The ndlap Women's Conference.

. cie Muslim KEducational Asso-

15. Th:t(])(:t)hoofliimllﬂt(? i Madres,

. of Serhe India.ucatmn Council

\ . Tftljenim?outh Indian Teachers’
17. '
Tgs M.R.C.C. Adult Literacy
18. Them.‘[\mttee'
N Centr!:nda]e Adult Education

The Asoka Society.

20.
0 Thirﬁrrrlx(iithtra Christian Literacy
2L The Madrac

adras Librar iation.
532» %‘f]‘e SalvabiOn Armi'LAsssoclxattlorx
8 c?aggghra Desa Library Asso-
345' Sahraswaibi Nethinam. ’
o8 Thz Hindi Prachark Sabuaha.
3 Madras  Students Social
o7 heerme League,
58, T € Bharath Scoutg’ Association,

e Distri ‘ i
=D sl;rnct Congress Commit-

29, Th i
) meit;léaer.mlnad Congress Com-
. The South Indian athletic

Associati
31, s ion.

arijan Sevy S
5 3 angam,
o The British Council.

Unit i
vic:.d States Information Ser-

. *Trainjng Courses.
conducting 45 qopeTIment have been
: raini
gd“cﬁtm“ Teachers in t?xlengSt;ge A((j)ul:
resident, Vlce-Presideht, and thé Hol:l.

the Associatjo oo % pocretary. of
10n  also  whene

:v:g on tour visited the trainingvggurszg

gave talks to the trainees,

The short ter
turers for g for{rr]ni?}:]: Ses for college lec-

were i
Our Presidont conducted in

dent partici and Vice.Presi-
¢ pated, Th

inaugurated by the H? ﬁr%‘f cuurse Wag
our General . overnor an

delivered th Secretary Mr. Roche Victoria

e valedictory addresas.

The Indian Conference of Social
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4
e

.R.C.C. Adult Literacy Committee

hazg:et:){conducting stgries oandéxityguterr;gi
ini courgses of sevemn .

l(srra;::ilfing Secretary was.mwte'(}l@:) tatke
classes on methods of tgaqhmg to i 1Lera es
The Madras Students’ Social beryxceM eague
conduocted & training course 1n ladra.s;.
The Organising Secretary took cliass 01111
organisation and methods. Many suc
ghort courses were cqnducted by the non-
official organisations in Andhra Desa. The
District Committees 1o r!‘amllnnd v;'ex"_ef
planing for guch courses, with the he pfo
the Association. In Trichy a course 0(1;
Adult Education Teachers was conducte
by the Trichy District Committee. Our
General Secretary attend'ed and spoke todthle
trainess on general prmcnples of Adult
Education. The Madras Clty'Adult Edu-
cation Association has con_stltuteda-s.ub.
committee to'organise a series of training
courses in the eity. Our Vlc_e-Presldeng
Sri G. Harisarvothama Rao mapguyape
the Adult Education Research and Training
Centre started by the Travancore—Cochin
St'?‘tk?e; Govt. of Madras is consideripg_to
reduce the number of days for the training
of Adult Education workers and to simplity
the syllabv3. It has made a request to _the
Asgsociation for its opinion on the qgestxpn
and the Association will be submitting 118
considered opinion in the near future.

. bach Workshop for Training
D\Xlri&::: of Books for New Literates
Dr. Laubach conducted a Workshop :for

writers to write books and continuation
literature fornew literates at Katpadi for a

period of 15 days recently- The Organising

‘Seoretary attended the course on behalf of
the Agsociation..

Grievances-of the Adult Education
Workers

. . )
Organising Secretary whenever o n
t\ Trh?oundgit hard time to answer the ques
o g put to him in regard to the succes%ful
tmx:lduxt)zt of Adult. Eduocation Centrqs. . he
?ssociation has not yet fohldlndyfn:? Sﬂ::
‘ heir grivances: an
::d\rlg::s l:aVe been forcefi to close _dOWll
th?schools for the follow1lng reas?rns .bt‘in
Y11 00
) ission and recogm'tz.on.
) (1&52;:: and recognition f{o.mt ?:,2
ger rtment for running & school if lhile
nr::e than six months, 1n the meanw

the four month course is finished and the
teacher has got to apply again for conti-
pnaation of the centre.

(2) The remuneration to teachers and con-
tributions have not been paid regularly.

(3) The promised patromax lights and
other materials were never received. ‘

(4) Redtapism and discourtesy of the
officers shown to the workers running
the Centre.

(5) The apathy and discouragement of
the educated public.

(6) The system of ‘average attendance to
the Adult Education Centres.

(7) To make adult to attend the classes
without any recreational facility.

(8) Adopting Elementary School rules
and regulations toAdult Education Centres.

(9 No implementation was made of the
G. O. issued by the Government asking all
the nation-building departmental officers
other than Education, whenever on tour to
vigit the Adult Education Centres and en-
courge them.

Enquiries on various subjects regarding
the proper and efficient conduct of the
Adult lducation Centres have been pouring
in. They ¢an be answered only by an ex-
perienced man with original ideas.

Adzlt Education Review

The official journal of the Association
has served as gazatte for Adult Education
activitiesin South India for the last twoand
half years. Thanks to Mr. Airavatbham our
Publicity Secretary, the Journal has earned
a reputation from the public and recogni-
tion of the State Governments in South
and North India. There are now 965 sub-
geribers from all over india. It has a fut-
are, but it was aud will be:a'spending item
of the Association. Accounts of the Asso-
ociation Journals have been published for &
period from 1st November 1950 to December
1951, in the issue of our English and Tamil

als.

Jo&r: Ani of Bombay contributed a sum of
Rs. 100 towards the conduct of the Jour-

nals of thé Association.

Muthiyor Kalvi (Tamil Journal).
The Tamil organ ‘‘Muthiyor Kalvi”

was started nine months ago. The Orga-’

nising Secretary has been running the
same in addition to his other numerous
activities. It is slowly bpt surely gnak-
ing progress. There are 684 subscribers

v
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up-to-date. The organ has been found useful
not only to the workersin the field but also
to the new liberaies. Lessons for new
literates are being given regularly every
month. ‘
*“ Anandam ”’

An organ for the new literate will be
published with the help of the Association.
The Organising Secretary and Rev.J.P.G.
Naumann havemade all necessaay arrange-
ments to bring out this publication in the
month of July. This will serve to prevent
relapse into illiteracy and facilitate self-
education of the adult at home. Thishas
got the blessing of Dr. Laubach. The Asso-
ciation gave a contribution of Rs. 250 for
the publication.

Contribution Paid to the District
Centres and others.

1. Andhra Desa Library Association';
Rs. 400 towards the conduct of the Second
Adult Education Waek.

9. The South Arcot Adult Education
Assgociation : Rs. 100 towards the prizes to
Adult Schools students.

3. The Swatantra Nagar Community
Centre : Rs. 1000.

4. The Narasangapuram Community
Centre Rs. 1,000 .

5. “Vayojana Vidya” Rs. 216 towards
the publication of the Journal.

6. The Christian Literature Society:
Rs. 250 towards the publication of the
Kannada Chart.

7. The Madras City Adult Education
Asgsociation: Rs. 200 towards conduet of the
Conference.

8. Tanjore Taluk Adult Education
Committee: Rs. 100 towards prizes for
Adults Sports. '

9. The All Malabar Adult Education
Agsociation: Rs. 400 for conducting a
Model Community Centre.

10. “The Anandam’’—A weekly Tamil
Journal for new literates: Rs. 200.

The South Indian Adult Education
Co-operative Publishing Society.

The Society is the publication wing of
the Association, which was reorganised
recently. It has brought out:15 books and
s home chart in Tamil, 11 booksand charts
big and small size in Telugu, charts small
and big size in Malayslam. All the publica-
tions are now owned by the Society from

the month of January 4952. The s
owes Rs. 7,500 to the Association in f::;gg
Qf stock taken over. The Co-operatiy
Society hasreceived a subsidy of R. 1 05?)
frorp the Madras Government tow;rda
their publications of 9in Tamil and 10 in
Telugu. The Society has supplied to the
Goyernment 300 copies of each af the publi
cations towards their subsidy. )

Mr. Gopal’s first three Tamil pri
have been sold out in thousan(?:"lBg;i(m??f
Mr.. Gopal has gone into the 8th edition
which means that 30.000 copies have bean’
sold_ out. ’!‘he demand for simple books on
various topics interesting to adults is fast
Imereasing and the supply is neiter ade-
quate nor systematized and sustained This
Society has got a bright future. It hag
already applied for registration for becom-

ing Text book publi .
Colleges. publishers for Schools and

i

Swatantra Naga-r Model
Community Centre.

Swatantra Nagar is in the ci
N{adras and affords an excellent o(i)l;oyrtsf
mty_fpr translating some of the ideas into
rea!ltles. The Association gave a contri-
butllon of l{s. 1,9()0 for its deve]opment.
A (,o~operaj;1ve Site Society organised by.
the Organsing Secretary was inaugrated by
our General Secretary Mr. Roche-Victoria
M.L-A,, on 15th March 1952, Our President
vg;s in the chair. One of our Vice-Pre-
si \gnts, Sri A. Sreenivasa Rao, ‘and Sri

V. Rat_nam Deputy Registrar of Co.opera-
tive Societies participated in the meeting.
Steps have been taken to buy the sites of 18
grounds and later construct houses for the
residents of the colony. The 502 residents
of thg colonsf are to he made literate within
a period of six months. The populatioa of
men a.nd women of 268 will be made lite-
rate in .the very future. Every school
going child will be made to attend gchool
Arrangements have been made to organise'
and open a Co-operative General Stores, a
r.eadlng room and library and other recr'ea-
tional facilities. An office for the Agsoci
ation may be built in Swatantra Nagar. o

H. E. the Governor of M
» £ d i
visit on 25th February 1952 anad ;:);rg:ilfte:

the wark done by t .
Association. ¥ the recidents and the

”
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Farewell MeetIng.

To bid farewell to H. E. The Maharaja of
Bhavanagar and H. H. Maharani of Bhava-
nagar, a public meeting was heid. and the
Organising Seoretary represented the
Aggociation at the meeting held unQer
the auspices of the various Social Service
organfsations in the city.

Reception to New Governor.

The Organising Secretary attended a
function organised by the Social Sgrvjce
organisations on behalf of the Association
to accord reception to the New Governor
H.I.. Sri Prakasa. He has kindly consented
to become a patron of the Association.

Literacy Figures.

The Association has igsued instructions
to the workers and Adult Eiucation Tea-
chers in the districts to gather figures of
new literates in their area and the cost
for having made a literate. Some haye
replied from the districts. The many will
be sending their replies in the near future.

The Association’s Free Reading
Room and Library.

The Association hasa library of 180 books
on Adult Education and books on various
subjects interesting to the workers. This
was started very receutly to help the
members of the Association. A few Jour-
nals also were added to the Library and

Reading room .

M. Torres Bodet’s Visit.

The President, the Organising Secretary
and some members of the Executive Com-
mittee ef the South Indian Adult Edfca-
tion Association met M. Torres Bodet,
Director-General of the Unesco, at the
Meenambakkam Aerndrome and had o talk
with him on the organisation and further-

once of Adult Education work.

Southern Railways and Adult Educalt:on.

e happy to record that through our
eﬁ’zvxv':s?;nd tl;)x; direcfcions of the Hailway
Board, the suthorities gf the Southe;p
Railways have saken special steps for obk1:
terating illiteracy from among their wor .
men, through a met.hpd q‘f indirect ;(;g)
pulsion. The Orgamsmg.beuretgg o ?
S.I.A.E-A."met the Assistant cers o
the Railways in this connection, and made

the necessary arrangements for the supply
of texi-books and continuation reading
books for the workmen.

Night High School for Aduits.

The Association found in workmen con-
centrated in cities & rich field for experi-
mental work. With the examples of Folk
High Schools of Denmark and of Night
High Schools in Bombay to guide it, the
Association started a Night High School
for Adultsin Perambur,an industrial labour
area, in 1941. The first of its kind in South
India, the Night High School for Adults in
Perambur was inaugurated by Sri N.
Gopalaswami Ayyangar who is now an
important Central Cabinet Minister. By
making regular donations he has maintain-
ed hig interest in the progress of the High
School which has had the good fortune of
having been patronised slso by the late
Bomeanji Wadia, the then Vice-Chancellor
of the Bombay University, and Sri B. P.
Wadia. the pioneer of Trade Union activity
in Madras. During the initial stages the
Night High School was maintained and
its classes were conducted by Sri G. Hari~
sarvothama Rao and-8ri T.J.R.Gopal. Later
on it was taken over by Sri Hanumantha
Rau, Headmaster of the R.B.C.C.C. High
School, and thanks to his devotion and the
work done by his co-teachers, the Night
High School is self-supporting and making
progress. This yearthe school has sent
43 students for the Public Examination.
This isa good record for a Night High
School run without aid and guidance from
the State Government.

Ipcrease of Teaching Grant.

The Aessociation is fgrateful to the
Madras State Government for having en-
hanced the teaching allowance of teachers
employed in Adult Education Schools. thus
complying with at least one of the rny
resolutions adopted at the Tanjore Cone
ference. :

Office of the Association.

The office work of the Association
has grown and increased enormously in
all direstions. Mainly on account of wide
propaganda made through the Adult Edu-
cation Weeks This is the sign of pro-
gress. The Geueral Secretary appointed®
an Office Manager in the month of July,
the Organising Secretary and the office
have received more than 15,000 letters and
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Work done by Sri G. Harisarvothama Rao, Honorar

—

T ———

y Organiser,

Adult Education, Andhra Desa, during April 1952.

The following is a summary report of the
work done by Sri G. Harisarvothama Rau.
Honorary Orgauiser, Adult Edncation, An-
dhra Desa, during April 1452:—

Leaving headquarters on the 3lst of
March Sri G- Harisarvothama Rao opened
and conducted the training school for Ru.
ral Adult Education workers at Gospad in
the Kurnool district for seven days. A se
parate note hasalready been sentin regard
to this institution. Between the 8th and
" the 1uth Mr. Kkao visited the two batches
of pupil teachers under training for Adult
Education work at the Government Train-
ing School, Kurnool and held talks to
them on a number of topics. On the eve-
ning of the 10th Sri Rau visited the Adulg
Education Centre, run by the Municipality
of Kurnool at Kottapeta- Returning to
headquarters Mr. Rau elft for Nellore on
the 14th and visited the Adult Training
classes for pupil-teachers at the Govern-
ment Training school for men as also at the
Government Secondary and TrainingSch%ol
for Women- Nellore, on the 16th and 16th.
He also visifed the Andhru Sabha Tilak
Grandhalayam. He was back in Madras
and left for Chittore on the 20th, He visit
ed the Government Treaining course for
pupil-teachers at the Government Training
School on the 21st and 22nd and declared
open two Municippl Adult Centres. The
District Collector presided- The Madras
Adult (Social) Education Mobile Upit arri-
ved in Chittoore on the 21st. A film show
was given. Mr. Harisaryothama Rao deli-
vered a public address. Returning to Made
ras for a day he was at Anantapur on the
94th and. 25th, visiting two batches of pupil
teacher trainees at the Government Train-
ingggchaool.  On the 25th he visited the
Adult Education Centre at the Harijan Co-

lony and addressed the loca]
was a demand made by the I?li;(:li)}:r.\ Tl;gr
for those adults who had already list y
further educatiox} should be brovided ?u:’ii
ing to the YII[ Stq. Examination. Mr c}: a
considered it feasible to get somethin .d ne
through the Social Service Squads ogf 226
local college and promised that he w 13
make an attempt at a later stage. My 01:
was at Hospet on the 29th and 30th visit' e
!’.he batch ﬁof pupil-teachers under traj ing
in adult bduggtion methods at the 1]nmg
Government Training Bchool. He vi ?1?‘(}
the Adult Edupation Centreatthe Haris'lne
palem on the 29th and, addressed the lJ ml'
people. On the 30th, My. Rao visitet;mia \
company with the Specia| Deputy Collect -
for _Welfare and Reoruitment Tumza.bhador
Project area—the dam site_ anq discus rs
with him and the D.I- who was also prasset
sphemes of Adult Education for the mu?:.l'-
lingual population at the site—speci H1
Telugu and Tamil. A play of workcm :
thought of for early operation. On the 332}:
M}-. 1}30 Presided over a publig meeting and
a Social got up by the training sthool. iy .
thr lst fo the 3rd of May, Mr. Rao w s
Bellary visiting Government 'I‘rai?xsi o
School for Adultsrecently traunsferred f _
Udayagiri and ihe Training Ceuntre for oo
pil-teachers in AdultEducation methods rpuu-
by the Governgnent Basie Training Fchoot;
for women. The Inspectress of the circle
zgzsrﬁlsen; at a special social on the 2nd
r- Rao gav i ;
o gave a special talk to those
‘ Abstract

A. E Centres visited—6.

Trg. Centres visited—7.

Libraries visited—9.

Teachers meetings addressed—2.

Public meetings addressed—g.

answers enguires on various aspects of
Adult Education. The President, the
General Secretary, the Organising Secre-
tary and the office have issued appeals a_nd
written ietters to individuals numbering
more than 10,000 during the period under
e report. .
Finance. )

The finances of the Association are en-

couraging and increasing but not stable.
. .

A statement of audited accounts h

a v as b
published in 1952 February issue of :ﬁz
Adult Education Review for a period from
1-56-'50 to 31-10- 5] vide page 93.

The A Thanks. -

, 1he Association thanks all the jpgti
tions and individuals for all tho ze;:‘tlutué
support so far extended by th in m [l]x
ing the movement a growing force. )

VK] N pe
& % SR it
54 ) SRS
Appeal.

The need for co-ordination between the Government agency and loca! authori-
ties in the matter of spreading Elementary Education was stressed by Dr. M.V, Krishna
Rao, Minister for Education, when he addressed the delegates te the third Annual -
Conference of the Chamber of Municipal Chairmen held av Rajaji Hall. Mr. T. K. Rema,
Chairman of the Mudurai Municipality, and a Vice-President of the South Indian Adult

Education Assooiation, presided.

_ Dr. M. V. Krishna Rao said that having

heard the views of some of the Delegates,
he was in a position to say that they could
get over many of the difficulties by direocs
personal contact between those who were
in charge of the administration and by

“discusgions at the level of the district
authorities. They had entered upon a new
era in the history of the country. Elemen-

..tary Education which had been a statutory

charge of Municipalities in Muncipal areas
had been recognised to be the first charze
on the Government. The Constitution
itself laid it down as the programme for
the next ten vears, to make Elementary
Education universal in urban and rural
areas. Further the Constitution enjoined
on them to give special facilities to those
sections of the population who were bask-
ward, socially, educationally and econo
mically. That being so, a great responsi-
_bility had devolved on these who were
redponsible for the administration of the
oountry and the Municipal administration
elected by the people were aiso part and
parcel of such administration,

The time had come, the Minister said,
when the dividing line that once existed
betweerl those who were in (GGovernment
-service and those who were Working
voluntarily shouid disappear if ¢
had not already begun to dis-

wappear, To all those in charge of the
,-administration, either in Government or in
Local Bodies It was a challenge to their

. capacity as citizens of the country to esta-
blish co-ordination, to cut down redtapism
and delay in the discharge of their duties.
To-day, the Minister said, they were
engaged not in winning political freedom

i, but in pooling all their capscity and re.

‘sources for the education of the people,
building up tne health of the people, in
produoing food for the people, and in
providing all the amenities for a decent
living for the people. As the large majo-
rity of the people were without education,

"“the problem of providing them education

wae the foremost that faced Municipalities

&;.ﬁéx‘;ﬁ(‘* “i";é’: e

& well as Governments, Therefore he

pleaded that so far as education was con-
cerned they could not afford to miss the
need for co-ordination, personal contact
and avoidance of delay. _
Leaving aside, however. the administra-
tive problems relating to education, the
Minister said that he was more worried
about the fundamental problems involved
in providing Elementnry Education on a
universal basis. It was no use making
education free if it became wasteful and
useless. The recipients were mostly from*
the backward classes and they had to see -
that the education imparted to them was
in a manner and in an environment which .
would yield results. And so she ventila- -
tion of buildings, sanitary arrangements,
provision for drinking water, playgrounds
for childiren to play, though matters of
detail, still largely determined whether
the school would be a place to attraet
children or a place from which they would
like to run away. The location of schools

ard the acquisition of proper grounds for e

schools in urban area wasa big prold
Towns had grown without muoch,
ning so that they were not in .
seoure proper spaoe for school
in this connection suggest th
pities within a uaniform 4
crowded places, in suburb
places where the sites conl
cheap price. :

question and a most vital one conBdwg
Municipalities. Some people think

Government should take up direct respon,

sibility for it. His own view, however,
was that the beiter way would be to ailow:
the work to be done by Municipalities and
District boards in an increasing measure,-
provided there was thorough co-ordination:
between the Governmental agency &nd
local authorities- Such a co-ordination.
was pogeible, necessary and could be:
achieved if Municipalities could take up
more of the work as that would solve some
of the problems of the very badly run aided
schools. o
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Women's Responsibility for Adult Literacy.
Kumari Parukutti’s Call to Workers.

In connection with the Eigth South Indian Adult Education Conference-”held af

Kozhikode on 18th and 19th May 1952 4 W

The Adult Education problems were di
Resolutions were adopted,

omen’s session was held. *

scussed threadbare by various speak.ws and

In her welcome speech Kumari Parukutty emphasised the magnitude of the task

and said that Government effort alone wounld
enough enthusiasm that the cause deserved

The Women’s gathering'met at 9-30 y.m.
on Monday 19th May 1952 with Migg. E.
David, Inspectress of Schools VI Cirele in
the chair, Miss. D, Frank, Retired Inspec-
tress of Schaals, and Mrs. K. Loganathan,
Principal, Vidyodaya Regidential Schoal,

adras, Mias Devanayaki, Inspectress,
Coimbatore,'were'among these present.

Welcoming the'delegates Kumari Paru-
kutty said :

More than half the total number of Adui¢
Illiterates in the world live in India apq
the percentage of illiteracy in our Sountry
is 90 high asto be a hlot on our nationa}
honour. The problem of Adult Education
in India is of tremendons magnitude thag
it oannot be tackled snccessfilly by
Government alone. ‘It canhe solved only
with mass enthusiasm and voluntary halp
from private organisations and individaalg
interested in constructive gooial work.
Women whe constitute more than 50 pgp
cent of our population have their own gijg.
tinctive contribution to make towards the
succesaful implementation of oy literacy
programmes.

Adult Education workers are faced with
many problems. First of a]} jz the problem
of securing regular attendance at Adalt
Education Centres. With the help of yon-
official Committees consisting of women we
should try to transform our Adult Educa-
tion Centres for women at least into Sooia]
Education Centres so as to attraot more
adult women.

Women's organisations shonld co-ope-
rate with Adult Education workers. to
collect statistics, to publish suitable read-
ing materials for the adults ang in arrang-
ing talks ¢inema gshows eto., for the benefit
of adult women. Women's organisations
should try to run at lea t o few model
Social Education Centres in towns and
rural areat. .

Edited by 8ri G. Harisarvottama Ray ang Publighed b
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not do. She appealed to workers to evince

After the welcomo address by KU“’{"‘;
Parukutty, Miss David in her speech poin
ed out how far back India was among the
other countries of the world in llj:erloy’
Had they too begun like other nations to
stamp out, illiterasy from the country a
hundred years ago, they would not be

having such a high parcentage of illiter -

racy.

Mrs. C. K. Nair, the next speaker, BX;
plained the practical difficulties tha
workers had to meet withtin bringing
together the adults at various centres._Sh"
suggested that Educational [nstitutions
should try to attract adults for the pres-
cribed course and that in othor ocases,
instructions in reading and writing should
be imparted in the homes of the Adults
and not in & partioular centre and that to
suit the cohvenisnce of the Adults. .Shﬂ
explained the difficulties the adult trained
teachers were facing to conduct a class on
satisfactory lines. [t was further pointed
out that several books in Tamil, Telugu
eto , were exhibited the previous day and
that there was not a single Malayalam
book. Hence it was necessary that they
should get ready a few "Malayalam books
for the adult schools here.

Devanayaki, Inspectress of Schools,
Ceimbatore, in her short 8peech mado the
audiance understand the ditfioulties that
she as Deputy Inspector of schools had
experienced in connection with the Adult
Education clagges in her Range. Though
Deputy Inspectors were the most suitable
bersons to carry out the work, yet she felt
that there shoyld be special officers
entrusted with Adulg Education achools
etc., beoause of the pressure of work. The
case of the Adylt Trained Teachers wa-
much the same because she or he had
run the class after a day’s strenuous wor
88 & teacher in the Elementary Schools.
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