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Revolutionising High School - Education

By Dr. K, N. K11, MuA,Ph.D,, Late Adviser, Gandhi Rural Uni};ersz'ty,-Sardarshahr,
Rajasthan.

lNDIA is a poor country and is industrially

and agricalturally so backward that i
" is dependent upon foreign countries for even
the bare necessities of life, such as fo3d,
We do not
produce enough food to feed as large a
population as 860 million, and this necessi.
tates a drain of 200 crores of rupees per
year which we have to pay for getting
about 5 millioa tons of food at tremendous
cost and efforf. 'We are dependent for the
fraasport of the materials mostly oa foreign
shipping. Should any world war break out,

~ it is certain that those foreign couantries

which spare us food now will nsither be
-able to spare it, nor will they allow us the
use of ships to transpor:it, Theresult will

" be starvation in India.

We do not realise the dangar, thoughit is
starmg us in the face; Unless every cmzau
is trained to produce our bare nscsssities of
life, our economy will dangerously fail and
.evan our very safety will ba ia jaopardy.

- Every citizen should be able to do three
things, namely, (1) to equip himself with

! calture which wiil enable him to enhance it
} by self-effort throughout -his life, (2) to-

produce some commodxty or other which is
Yusefal in life, and " (3) to defend his country
agamst foreign atfacks.

High School eduacation, as it obtains today,

-~ is too book\sh and does not enthuse mo:t of

) LIX-—I—,I

our youths to produce aunythiog that is
useful in life, Five to six hours of the
students are spent in school, almost wholly
in acquiring bookish education, and the
work not to be donse in his leisnre is also
related to this bookish education, Little
attention is beiag paid to manaal work, so
much so that those students who come out
of our high schools hate to work with their
hands and daspise those who do it. There
is practically no training for defence, not
even for self-defence. Theso-called physical
education is oaly a maike-bslieve, and

" neither the studeats nor the teachsrs are

serious about it. Medical examination of
the students, wheraver it exists, i3 ooly a
farce, as thera is little of follow-up aftar the
malady is noticed by the doctor, In short,
thers is no training in our high schools for
produciag & whole youth. The education
is lopesided and sets the minds of the
the siudents to seek clerical appointments
or to hanker after a University degres,
which agam impels him to get a subordinate
position  in some office, government or
commerciale

OBJECTIVES OF HIGH SCHOOL
EDUCATION
Those who wish to reform the High
School edacation should aim at preparing
ths youtb, fiestly to be cultarally efficient,
secondly, to be able to produce soms one or

.
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the other of the things used la dally life,
and thirdly, to be a very efficlent soldier
who will be able to defend his hearth and
home sgainst foreign invasions.

I would, therefore, snggest that the time
of these students in the schools should be
equally divided among these three kinds of
training, that is, a third of the time should

be delavoted for cultural subj a third of
the time for cccupatio 1913 third
of the time for ﬁg PG ﬁ:%ﬁ:" 'li{ary

training. Any o}
us far in the w
obtaining in A
does nol suit us

’A‘._"; f*? -

PRV e

CULT TRAINING / %/
- In the High AHol
reretition cf the worf; i itdary

apd middle (upper priras ‘f‘iﬂdﬁs ;
g0 that the students do hot- meet with
adequate freshness in stuiiess Also, we are
- looking too much tcwards the past, specially
inlanguage and history, There is too much
- importance paid to Epglish, which will
certainly pot be a Btate langaage era long,
The regional language is undoubtedly a very
necessary equipment, but the older forms,
especislly in poetry, may be salely eschewed,
and only the modern regional prose and
poetry be insisted upon. A second language
- should be left to the student’s choice, and it
~ . may be either one cf the Indian languages
spart from the regional languaze or one of
_ the other Asiatic or Eurcpean languages, [
would not tnsist upon any student taking
. English as a compulsory second language,

As education will spread, and more and.

more among the masses will eoroll in car
high schools, the percentage of pupils that

will profit by English will be relatively less, -

. . and to insist upon compulsory English will
* . _be a great national waste.

-~ Adequate History and Geograpby are

" _Jearnt in the primary and upper primary
. “schools, and therefore there is no need to
repeat these subjects in the High Schools.
Economics, sociology and every day science
including ' steam, oil and gas engines,

dynamos and motors, radio, - asroplanes and -

telegraph and telephone ‘would be adequate

s

to make up the cultural - subjests, Mathes
matios and science of the pure and imaginary
type that is done, may be removed, and

related mathematios and science may be

taugbt along with t‘he occupational subjects.

OCCUPATIONAL SUBJECTS

In all Raral High Schools, Agricultare
and Animal Husbandry should also be
compulsory. A rural indastry should also
be added, so that the students may be able
to earn their bread without depending upon
any office for their employment, For ths
urban students, training in two allied indus.
trial occupations obtaining in the locality
should be compalsorily taught for one third
of the time. A close relationship between
the high schools and the lccal industrial
concerns should be muaintained, Every
student must be apprenticed in these induse’
trisl concerns, so that after his studies ‘are -
over, he may seek employment thers, if he
needs it, or may set up his own industrial
ot occupational centre, if he has the capacity

to do so. Visits to similar concerns in

neighbouring towns and cities should be
arrapged.  Self-help apnd self-dependence
should be cultivated in our high school
youths, For government appointments, too,
youths trained in this manper will be  far
better than those, who have a simple
literary career, Moders governments have .
to deal far more with agricaltare and
industry tban fcrwer ones. '

PHYSBICAL. & MILITARY TRAINING

Our country has been subjected to inva-
sions for over two thousand years, In the
past we produced plenty of wealth by our -
hard labour, and the eyes of the indigent
neighbouring nations were ~upon us,
Because of our poor military traditions, we
fell an easy prey to these invaders, We

. must learn a lesson from history at least

now, and should guard ourselves against®
future invasionss The independence we}
have won now cannot be maintained, unless

every man and woman is a soldier,

Therefore every High School boy, as
well as girl, should be givea compulsory
pbysical and military education, so that

_ every fature adult may be able to stand -
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bgainst attacks from witheut and live an
independent existence. Those who do not
believe in violence should organise none
violent armiess  They should pot be
permitted to hide their cowardice behind

the soreen of nom-vlolence, Let them
develop their own non-violent technique of
fighting violence, :

A third of the school time should ba
devoted to this military activity.

A Warning to Basic Educationists.

By Sr1 N, KUrPPUSWAMI AITANGAB, M.A;, L.-T.é Vaduvur,

{3 AS early as 1652 Terrard Winstanly
‘ tanght that there should be no special
class of children brought up to book learning
only, For then, through idleness, they
spend tbeir time to flnd out policies to
advance themselves to be lords and masters
over their labzcuring brethren which ocea-
sions all trouble in the world. Therefore,
it is necessary and profitable for the com-
monwealth that all chiidren be trained to
labour and to learning.” ? \

Consciously or otherwise, Basic Edacation
is being sabotaged by the Government of
India. Unless they are put wise at once,
we are courting absclate failure and a
colossal waste of public money,

This sabotage is being done in two ways,

1. By reducing the standard of Basio
Education and  confining it #o
Elementary Education,

2, By having two systems of education

side by side—(1) Basic-PosteBasic«Rural

Upiversity.  (2) Primary (Basic)—
Secondary~—University,

By equating Basic Education to Primary
Education, not only are people deliberately
confused by invoking Gandhiji’s name for a
thing which he did mot approve, but the
Basic Education system itself. is ridiculed,

The maln aim of Basic Education cannot
be reslised within this short period or at
this early age. No cralt apart from playful

practical work, can be usefully. begun before

the pupils complete seven years of age—I
would say eight yesars, i.es before they
come to the present fourth classs If craft

;begun earlier, 1 wonld sgree with ths
“jiew of an ex+Director ot Public Iastenotion
that theschool requires " aa early visit tzom
-an inspector of factories and a reproseatative

of the 8. P, C. C.” Nor officient training in
citizenship with a view to evolve a co-
operative Social Order in place of tha
present day cat-throat competition, which
is the main aim of Basic Fducation, can ba
given at this young agé¢se This training
requires that all sorts of paoils, rich or
poor, intelligent or backward, should rub
shoulders with one another in their impres=
sionable age, 1., till they attain the age of
descretion which is considered to be betwesn
14 and 16,

It is for these reasons, I believe, Gaadhiji
stated that in Basic. Educitica * we must
combine Becondary with Primary educatioa
and include the general kaowledge gatned
up to the Matricalation standard less
Erglish plus a sobstantial vozatioas” (Page
117, Educational Reconstruction, Fourth
Edition.) In another placs hs says that
Basic Education “should take the place of
what passes today under th: name of
Primary, Middle and High 8chool
Education.”

I kpow that most of the present-day
English-educated people do not liks this
system, I may also be that the Govern-
mens of India does not believe in the system
as recommended by Gandhiji, In that cases
the proper course wouald be o admit it
frankly, drop the term ® Basio Education’
altogether, adopt a differeat terminology
for their system of education and oot call it
* Bazic Edacation’ nor use Ganihji's nams
in assoctation with it. (Ses page 173,
Harijan, 185k July, 1948,)

With regard to the contemplated two
systems, there is no theoreucal objaclion,
provideJ, a3 the late Sari Mushruwalia na3
satd, (1) thatthe diffsrentiated systewa bagias
at the Post-Basio stuge (Pust-Basio 3uaye,
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according to him, corresponds more to the
present Intermediate stage than to the
High School stage)s and (2) that the status
of both the Universities and their graduates
is regarded as equal in every respect,

The first condition is not to be satisfied.
Seconaary Education is to begin a# the end

of the Primary Education Course, that is,

at the end of a five years course in Basio
Education as interpreted by the Govern-
mene of India, but really after two or
utmost three years course in Basic Educa-
tion, as recommended by Gandhiji: One
educationist wrote to Gandhiji that if he did
not take care, he would fiud that Basic
Education in urban sareas would take a
different form from that in rural areas and
a kind of superiority complex would be
developed, It looks as though this prophecy
is being fulfilled.

The seeond condition is an  impracticable
one. You may proclaim eguality of status
from house tops, But inequality will remain
8o long as the influence of the present day
English-educated people continnes. and it is

~eure to continus for a long, long time to
come, unless you put an end to $heir inter-
ference in the reshaping of our educational

system at once. The Rural University -

graduate will bs considered inferior to one

of the older Universitiess For paublic-

services and for the learned professions, the
Iatter is sure $o be preferred.

The existence of two systems is sure to
increase the gulf that now exists between
village and town . life, At present this
difference is tolerated as inevitable between
the educated and the uneducated, It will
end in bitterness, if equality of statusis
prcclaimed, but not acted upon, This is
not conducive to the evolution of a co-
. Operatxve social order.

= Again, two systems mean selection at
some stage or other, What is to be the
criterion ? - Residence, ability, wealth,
-~ aptitude, or a mers desire? Whatever it
is, it it is mot the last, it is sure to produce
‘'@ kind of unhealthy superiority complex in
~ the minds -of the selected, and perhaps
“bitterness and ftuattauon in tha mmds o!
. tbe athezs.

Of all the different methods soggested foi
this selection, one suggested in the Sargent
schems is the worst, being both unpsycho-
logical and anti-sociale The essence of the
method is that the pupils are to have an
examination at the age of 11. Those who
pass in the examination arato be sent to the
High S8chools, If there are poor pupils
smong the selected, they are to be given
scholarships, If there are rich pupils
among the unselected, who are prepared to

t¢pay the whole cost of the education

provided,” they are also to be sent to High'
Schools. These who fail, unless they ‘are
rich enough, are to be sent to the Senior
Basic Schoolss It is to be noted that
special favour is to be shown to the dall
rich, and the Senior Basic SBchools are
intended for the dull among the poor,

Lastly, the question will atise why, if

these proposals are so inconsistent with the
scheme cf Basic Education recommended
by Gandbhiji, even top-ranking Congressmen
and the Congress Plannlng Commitee whose
president was Mr, Nehru and the Secretary
of its Education Section Shri Ariyanayagam,

accepted this diversion to high schools a$.

the age of 11 before the pnpils had completed

their Basic Education course; Thisquestion -

was pat to Bhri Ariyanayagam by Gandhiji
himself, - when I raised the point at my

interview with Gandhiji onthis matter, The
reply was revealings It was: * Rich people

wanted to give their sons a different kind of
education and we could nct prevent it™.
Bertrand Russele says: * Eduocators in
every country except Russia, tend to be
constitutionally timid, and either by their
incowe or by their snobbery, to be adberents
of the rich' (Page 20, Education and
the Social Order.) - This and the significant
statement of Terrard Winstanly, quoted at
the beginning, will perhaps explain why
there is a persistent demand for confining
Basic Education to the village poor and for
a different kina of education for the others.,

Finavlly. I would reguest ther Basic Edn-
cauoual Conference to urge the Hindustani
Talim Bangh to put up a strong ﬂght avamst
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this attitude of the Government of India
and malke it declare frankly whether they
believe in the Basic Education System as
recommended by Gandhiji, aud if they do

not, admit it frankly, give any other name
to their system and desist from calling it
Basie Educatiop, and coufuse tbe mind of
the people Who‘believa ia Gandhiji.

.

Elémentary Education in the United States

'lN the United States, from early colonial

days, elementary eduacation has com-
monly included education for children from
approximately G to approximately 14 years
of age,

The exact age of voluntary and compul-
sory attendance and the conditions under

- which a child may attend or may withdraw

from school have always been determined
on the state or local level. Responsibility
of the school for children who attead, has
usually been confined to the school day of 5
or 6 hours, and the school year of 8 9 or
10 months.

‘Currently there is interest in extending
public elementary education to include 9,
4 and sometimes 3 year-old children; to
raise the age of ccmpulsory attendance; acd
to exteud the time of both the daily and the
yearly responsibility of the school for
children,

In this arficle an attempt is made to
discuss the goals of elementary educaticn
andt he organisation, administration and
programme of the elementary schools

GOALS

As society becomes more complex, educa-
tion becomes more essential, Elementary
schools must therefore assums greater
responsxbxllty. The general aim of American
"education is the fullest developmaent of each

. childe The goals of elementary edusation

grow out of the basic needs of our children
and the social demands of our society:
Goals become both individaalistic and social,

- since they give direction to the developmant

of individuals as well as of social groups,
The goals of elementary education can

. best be stated by describing what the schools

should do for children, American elemen=
tary schools are guided in their effort by
certain specific objectives which every child
is expected to attain in terms of his own
abilitiss,

Every child should be helped to develop a
healthy body and sound emoctional attitudess
Thetattainment of physical, emotional and
mental health is basic to the gosals of
education. The school has a responsibility
for helping children care for their own
health and physical needs. It hasa respon-
sibility for helping them develop wholesome
emotional attitudes and social growth.

Every child should become effective in the
use of the tools of learning, In order to
behave more intelligently in the modern
world, the individual must be able to read,
communicate, think, analyse and get along
with peoples The elementary school recoge
nises this responsibility for helping children
grow and develop. It is important, howe
ever, for the schools to understand how
children develop these abilities and to guide
their development in ferms of sound princi-
pleE. [

Every child should be able to identify and
deal with his own personal and social
problems. One of the main purposes of
good education in the Jnited States i3 to
help individuals meet and solve their
problems intelligentlys Children, as well as.
adalts, coostantly face real problems in-
relation to health, safety, recreation, family
relations, group living, buying, selling,
saving and thrifé. If children are to deal
effectively with their daily life needs, the
school must help them gain the experiencs
which 13 essential for effective daily living,

Every child should develop worth-while
recreational and creative interests and
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abilities, The changing nature of recreation
in the modern world and the importance of
recreation in personality development call
for a programme which gives children
opportunities to develop worth-while recrea-
tional and creative interests and abilities,
The elementary school assumes the respon-
sibility for belping fo provide these
opportunities,

Every child should have the opportunity to
progress in terms of his own abilitics.
Democracy Implies that each individual
shounld bave the chance to develop his best
powers and potentialities. Normal success
and achievement are npecessary for the
development of wholesocme personality.
The elementary school programme provides
opportunities for each child to understand
his strength and weaknesses, This implies
that interests and abilities will be dizcovered
and tben cultivated,

Ewvery child should be taught to understand
the physical and sosial emvironment of which
he is a part, Children should be - helped to
gsin an insight into the conditions and
problems of their own environments. This
awareness should gradually extend and
widen the child's community and world, and
help him realise his dependence upon others
" and the need for wholesome relationships,

The child ot only should be helped to see
. present life, but should also learn to know
.and appreciate the past,

- Bvery chitd should have the opportunity

. ‘-‘ to grow in an understanding of the meaning
-+~ -of demoeracy as applied to all aspects of
- living, One of the major goals of the school

-8 to help children understand democracy,
"pra.ouse it, apd develop those personal

. characteristics which are necessary if they
', are to participate eﬁecmely in a demogracy.

T The successful achievement of all the oiher
" objectives belps to instre a greater realica-
tion o! thls mportant Amencan hentage.

ELEMENTARY EDUCATION FOR -
: " CHILDREN. -

Oryemmtwn. Tha o:ganlsauon of the -
Sohool .depends on - several
ln somc rural mls. all o mnny ol_

the elementary grades may be fomnd in
one=room schools with cne teacher, In
village, consolidated, and city schools, it 1s
customary to place one grade in a classroom
with one teacher. In the schools of the
United States, the number of children
placed with one teacher wvaries greatly.
More and more there is a tendency to limit
the number to 25 to 80 children, Trans-
portation facilities make it possible to take
children to larger school cenires which
offer bettzr advantages than small, isolated
one and twoeroGcm schools, In some areas,
children of grades 7 and 8 are placed .in a
junior high school unit of organisation, a
unit usually comprising grades 7, 8 and 9;

Administration, Customarily each ele-
mentary school is administered by a
principal who may also be a teacher during

- all or part of each day, The principal is

usually responsible for the wellesbeing and
development of the children, for the
efficiency of the school, for programme
development, for the professional gzowth of
teachers, and for the relation of the school
to the community and to otha: elementn of
the school system,

In the United States, the princ’xpal’s
work is constantly examined by parents and

staff for its effectiveness in training children -

and in mamtammg democralic relations,
Modern trends in administration are togive

parents and other adult citizeps, staff mem-

bers, and to sorae degree, children

- opporsunities to help decide how the school

shall function. In meany ways this enlarges
the sphere of activity for the principal, but
the mutual good will and nnderstanding
which result from this cooperative effort
bring strength to the school.

Programme . for the Elementary Schools.
Programines in the elementary schools

show much similarity, Lut they show little - -

noiformity, Becauss good health is
considered essential to American and world
citizenship, as well as to individual happi-
ness,  most schools provide for periodic
physical examinations followed by
corrective measures, the siudy. of health

‘malotenance, physical education achivities,
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and dsily health inepection, Also, becanss
it Is considered essential that modern
children learn to read, write and calenlate as
well a3 possible, schools commonly give a
great deal of attention to the development of
these and related skills. All children study
American and world history and gecgraphy,
and elementary science and safety, and all
children have some opportunity to engage
in maosical, artistic and other creative
activities,

. Obviously,  this similarity results from
common goale, Diversity or lack of unifors
mity resnlts primarily from the U,S, tradition
that pueblic schools should be administered
through state and local uoits. Ia the effort
to suit the school programme to the needs
of children in the district where the school
. 18 located, many diverse practices arise
This adxustment together with constant
attempts to' improve service to children,
brings about changes and variations in

" school programmes,

- Courses of Study and Curriculum QGuides,
How is the counrse of study or the carriculum
used in elementary schools determined?
Many state departments of education
develop courses of stndy for both elemen-
tary and secondary schools and maks them
available to local systems which do not
develop their own curriculums. For this,
some state departments of education are
equipped with a staff of specialists in edu-
cationy, curriculum l!aboratories, and a
library of teaching materials, Similar
curricalum laboratories in city school
systems, colleges, and universities serve as
workshops for curriculum committees, pro-
viding materials, leadership and assistance
for school groups interested in imoroving
, their school programmes. In many cases,
' carriculam guides that contain overall
philosophy or teaching suggestions are
provided instead of specific courses of study.
These may then be adapted to fit local
needs, ‘

Most of the larger city school systems
and ‘many of the smalier ones provide their
own courses of stady, Sometimes teachers,

.- eohool supervisors and administtatsrs;
- directors of research, parenis, and, in soma

3

cases, children, work together to develop

the caurriculum, It1is felt that this demo.

cratic practice, although time-sonsuming,

produces better resnlts by bringing together

many points of view while at the same time

informing participants, Frequently local

surveys are made to determine how the
school programmae can be adapted to meet

children’s needss

" Throughout the United States school
programmes ars being improved ip 4 num-
ber of ways; through the cooperativa curri-
oulum work just mentioneds through
research studies in child growth and deve.
lopment; through the wider use of local
resources, such as clinies, libraries, parks,
playgrounds, and museunms; and through
experiments and studies. in teaching
methods, Fasilities and curriculums for
the preparation of teachers ars also conti.
nually being improved, Instructive current
educational literatues, tod, helps teachers
understand the newer aims of education
and ways te put them into practice,

No mostter where or how the printed
curriculum is produced, thereis variatioa in
ths ways in which its content is orgarised
for children, Some teachers are abls to
organise most of their teaching around the
experiences or problems children mest in
aad out of school, and to present much of
the information aad demonstrate wmaay of
the skills children need, aad at tha sama
time help children learn how to solve
problems and to work as individaals and ia
groups, In providing the helps, teachars
(1) relate new learning to present experience;
and (2) find some of the intrinsic relation-
ships of one sabject-matter area to another.

Og the other hand, soms teachars teach
subjects separately, allotting a certain portioa
of time each day to the various subjects and
making little effort to relate learaing to life
experienca or to the various subjests of
stady. The practice of most teachers lies
somewhera between thess two opposite
poles, Teachers sometimes uaify or relate
the subject matter they teach, aad they
sometimes teach subjacts or skills directly,

. helping children to graw in understanding

and ability.



In most schools, and in some more than
others, attentlon i3 given to the progress of
each child. Attempts are made to determine
by observation when a child is ready to
learn, and to stimulate, interest and guide
bim effectively. :

Records and Guidance. In some schools,
though not in all, progress is recorded so
that a child’s work may be continuous from
year to year as he progresses throngh schools
Jdeally, the teacher notes differences in
individusl abilities, in the children’s interests
and skills, in their home and commaunity
life, and provides the guidance needed to
encoursge growth. The history of the
child’s development, his progress achieve-
ments, individual characteristics, and needs
become part of permanent school records,
and form, in turn, the basis for continuous
guidance given by principal, teachers, or
special counsellor for the rest of the child's
school days. The teacher also prepares
progress reports for parents. Through per-
. sonal conferences with and written reports
to parents and through meetings of parents
" and. teachers, the school solicits home
cooperation in guiding the child’s develop-
ment. '

The Day at School. There is consider-
able variety in the programme for a single
school day, Regardless of age, the child
acquires experience both as an individaal
and as a member of a group—in the class.
room, in the auditorium, onthe playground.
‘'Widened interests stimulate a real need for
fundamental skills, self-expression and selfs
- control. Interests and skills help provide
the Information and develop the traits and
habits characteristic of good citizenship
upon which American democracy depends,

© In some schools, children help make the
" daily programme. Daring the day the

- child bas opportunities to enjoy stories ‘and’

poems, classic and modern, Perhaps he
listens while others read, or he may read
for pleasure or ont of curiosity. Discussions
led by the teacher cr by a group chairman
centre upon topics related to the way people
live together, how the world's work is done,

problems of classroom planaing, and an
evaluation of the day’s.work,” The child
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may use paints, orayons and other art
materials to express hig ideas, Or he may
make with wood and tools the things he
needs for a playhonse or library corner, for
a dramatisation cf colonial life; or for a
railroad terminal.  The programme is
flexible, and can always be adapted to the
situation. It allows time for developing skills
in reading, aritimetic and writing, for play,
for creative work, and for critical analysis,
Many schools plan for hobbies, games and
clabs ag part of the school programme or
after=school times, Whatever the programme
two major goals are uppermost—the child’s
wellbeing and tha full development of his

tl

potentialities, ‘

EXTENSIONS OF ELEMENTARY
EDUCATION

Schools for Children under Six, Kinder-
gartens have long been recognised as &
much-needed sorvice to children below the
traditional age of six. . Interest in kinder-
gartens and the service thsy provide for
aiding the child's best growth began during
the last quarter of the nineteenth century
when kindergartens were organised under

private auspices for children of well-to-do .

parents and, later, for those whose parents
were employed outside the home, The

prograrame has benefited by studies of how
chidrea grow and develop and what type
‘of school programme scpplies theic nesds

for growth. ,
Today all states ba% one authozise (bat
do not compel) local school systems -to
provide kindergartens for young children,
Two-thirds of the states supplement local
school funds with funds provided by the
state. An increasing numbar of states
provide gaides for the use of teachers to
encourage the adoptionr of adequate
standards of operation for this first uait of
school, In addition many states  have
regulations as & guide and standard for
privately - conducted - schools for young

childeen, Saveral states have also added to

their primary school staff a teacher who
visits and approves these private schools,

At present kindergarten enrollments are

the highest in the history of public eda-

cation, Approximitely a million children

/0‘[.
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attend public-school kindergartens, and
half that cumber are enrclled in kinder-
gartens privately administered, In many
places, kindergartens and the first thres
years of primary education are regarded
as the first unit cf the elementary school.
Some schools provide one or more nursery
schools for children below the age of five,
Courses of study for elementary grades
usually begin with the kindergarten and
follow the growth in skills and information
apd soclal adjusiment through six or eight
school grades,

Most kindergarten children attend school
for half the average elementary school day,
although a few cities provide full-day
classgs in schools located in industrial and
congested areas,

. The programmae for childrea under six is
planoed mainly to provide children with
experiences which will (1) help them leara
‘to asscciate with others, (2) help them
secure the activity they mneed in safe
sur?oundings, (3) belp to stimulate their
curicsity, interest in exploration, sense of
responsibility and judgement, (4) help to
expand their understandings, and !5) help
them achieve maximum health, . There is
time for children to play together, to
dramatise, to express their ideas through
paints, crayons, with wood, in the sand-table,
with clay and other plastic materials, to
dance, and to play games. They also play
outdoors and take trips with their teachers
to explore the neighbourhood, There is
time, too, to enjoy things alone, to look at
a favourite book, to listen to stories or musio,
and to stretch out for a rest or a nap.

As scientifio information on how children
grow and develop becomes a part of tha
thinking of teachers, parents and school

authorities, efforts are Increasing to provids
for those young childrea a programma that
gives them a fair start in life,

SOME TRENDS IN ELEMENTARY
EDUCATION

It is difficult to generalise abont elemen-

“tary education thronghout the United States.

Yet, among the variety of school practices,
an observer finds the following trends :

1. To evaluate growth in terms of the
personality as well as subject matter,

2 To individualise teaching as much
as possible. '

3. To utilise the findings of child devalope
ment research in the coastrustion of currie
culum and in guidance of children,

4, To relate the curriculum tothe neads
of children in the com:naaisy whera thay
live.

5. To select and organise tha work of
the school arouad the interests of children
and sround problems which childrea can
comprehend,

6. To make the school an integral pact
of the community and the commauanity an
integral part of the school in every way
possible, as shown by the parents as visitors
and helpes in s2hools and om com mittess,
the use of the commuaity’s resources as
avennes for children’s learaing, aad tns use
of school buildings and grounds for commu-
nity peeds.

7. To extend public school sarvicaes
(a) to childrea below six, (b) to after-
school hoars and (c) to the months when
sohool is not normally in session.

. NOTICE )

Sri A, R. V. Narasimhacharya has been appointed as one of our
travelling representatives. He is authorised to receive subscriptions.
We request our subscribers and advertisers to extend to him their fullest

support, :

LIX—1-2

Manager,
Tue EDUCATIONAL REVIEW

o



XXVll All India Educational Conference

(From Our C’orrespondent)

HE 27th session of the All India Eduaca-~
tional Conference met at Nagpur in

the last week of December, 1952, Over
2000 delegates from all over India attended.
Their comforts were looked after ‘carefally
by. the Reception Commiites. The open

session met in the spaclous convocation:

pandal,

Reception ‘Address

8ri K. Li, Dn*e, Vice-Chancellor of the
Nagpur Uriversity and Chairman of the
‘Receptiorp Committee, welcomed the dele-
gatess Pe pald a tribute to Profs Diwan
Chand Sharma, President of the Conference,

#Minds of our educationists bave been
epgaged in. teckhng he said, “both in
thonght and in practice, special problems of
education, amorg the most prominent of
which has, ip recent yenrs, been the problem
of a smooth transition from the medinm of
English to the medium of Hindi or regional

. languages at higher levels of education,

o[t is with this copoviction that the

+  University ¢f Nagpur, while retaining
- Enpglish as a compulsory subject, has intro.
- duced, on the basis of an elastic compulsion,
.. Hindi and Marathi as media of instraction
== for its coures for lhe Bachelor's degrees in
> Artsand Bciecce,

““Por edueatlon. as for other spherea of

R planmng. we need mo;xey-—snd, more than
;.. Ioney, We require competence in the men
to execute them. - But even .maore than

competent men, we need, in the present
extnauon, men With a sense of mission, with
a faith in the object of thelr devotion that
will literally ‘move eway all mouutams of
,'ohstrnchon o e Al s Lt

';After the welcome speeoh, Bri 8, Natas
rajan’ proposed the name of Prof, Bbarma -
or. the’ Presxdentshtp. The proposal was:

8 1'Py 8, Nalda of Annhabad.

“Roy of Bepgal and N
satisfy the diffsrent mental powers. It mast

Inaugural Address

Inaugurating the Conference, Dr, Pattabhi
Bitaramayys, Governor of Madbya Pradesh,
pleaded for the development of regional
languages and the speeding up of the literacy
drive through conscription of edacated
young men in the service of the nation.

He sald : “I make no apology for ven.
turing to appear before a body of experts in
education, although T am but an amatear
in the line, Bometimes amateurs ruch
where experts fear to tread, My only claim
is that apart from the position I now hold,
I had spent forty years of my life in
making sn ezperiment with education
during the troublous times which bégan
with the viceroyalty of Liord Curzon.

“Education and citizenship do not merely
follow each other as day and night, but are

vitally connected with each other as cause
and effect. Indeed, they move in a healthy

cirele‘and while education belps in amplify=
ing citizenship, citizenship in turn strength.
ens education. ~

“To integrate oneself with socxety, to

enrich it 50 as to make mar happy, enlight. .

ened and high.souled, should be the

schievment of edncatxon. Such an objective -

can be attained fot merely by informing
the miod, but also by dxscxpllnlng the spirit,

* by directing the energies, by regulating the
tastes, by promoting a spiri¥ of sympathy,

love and service, Past culture, epics, drama,
tradition, ceremonies, festivals, history—all
~these open out the mind and develop emoe

tions.  Festivals and folklore, arts end
crafts, religion and phxlosophy, the struggles

of life and the pursuit of knowledge, thess
are the means of developing man, Huma.
 pities are of interest in that they present

- the stady of lifes - That very_ study, from

another standpoint, constitutes what we
popularly call smences., : o

-9In a sense, every study shoauld excnte and
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give the pupils intellectnal vision, aesthetic
enjoyment and physical power, If thus the
human mind is a unity and all knowledge
is interdependent, it follows that education
when thus properly developed must look to
the whole map, This i3 the meaning of
education through work, education of the
whole man. In the Universily of Elhazar,
divinity and medicine are combined,

YAmongst the four Vedas, the Atharva
Veda iccludes all sciences from Ayurveda
fo aeroplane-construction, archery and

military science, agriculture and commercs

philosopby acd literature, medicine and
surgery, grammar and law.

*Panini’s work on grammar, traceable to

‘the G6th century B.C,, is sometimes koown

as the Fifth Veda and is unsurpassed as a

 scientific study of the laws of language.

YRautilya’s drthashastra desls not only
with politics but with law aod military
strategy. Seeking the full life, you seek
the good life, ‘Both are synopyms, With.
out developmg personal gqualitiss, which

_determine cne’s gcodness or badpess, the

full life cannot be developed.

“While the claims of culture are para-
moun$, things murdane may not be neglect-
ed. We cannot preserve or protect our
new-won freedom, unless we mest the funda-
mental needs of the nation. They relate to
the body, mind and spirit,

“Nor can we make our system cf educa~
tion a mechanical steam roadroller, grind.
icg boys and girls under the same ‘unbeat-
able burdens of regimentation. It must
rather train them to play each their peculiar
roles in life and society,

“The future awaits the gradual recozcilize
tion between language areas, between
provincial literatures, between rural and
urban equipments, between the literate and
the illiterate, between national and cosmo-
pational, so that one day we may realise
the dream of Parliament of Man and the
Federation of the World~—the ideal of

- *Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam's

“Two of these poinis I shall btleﬂy refer

to in closipg, We have 10 cultured langua-

ges in the countrye Ten sets of literaturs
are growing and one not knowing what is
the content of another, To traanslate such
literature into the different regional langua-
ges is the noed of the hour. To this end,
we must encourage the acquisition of one
or more regional langunages in each State
by scholars who write in their mother-
tongne,

"Each State may profitably set apart a
lakh of rupees every year so as to offer
encouragemen$ through morey prizes for
scholars te learn sister regional lacguages,

“The second point is that proceeding at
the rate at which we sre jogging onp, in
respect of literacy, which lies at the founda-
tion of all education, it looks as thrugh it
will take decades to develop literacy to the
point of cent per cent. That was the plan
of Jobhn Sergeants and Wavells, who bad
budgetted for 317 crores of rupees aad &4
years of time,

*“We must advance quicker, A kind of
conscription will bave to be employed,
demanding that every matriculate should
produce a certificate, haviog made 50
illiterates literate, hkewise every iater.
mediate a bundred before becoming eligible
for admission in their next higher class. and
every graduate before bacomiog eligible to
take his degree—two huadred and fifty.

“This will produce fall result in 10 years,
We shall thus be making the country litee
rate and prepare the nation for a single
language and literature”,

Principal 8 L, Pandhatipande read out
the messages received by the Conferencs,

Presidential Address

Prof. Sharma, in his Presidential address,
said that unless an appreciable advance was
made on the educational front, our schemes
and plans, though fraitfal, would not yield
s bumper harvess, .

“If democracy withoat political equas
lity is barrem, if political equality
without social jastice 13 a ‘mockery, it
-soclal justice without ecomomic saffis
ciency Is sterile, all these forms of
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equality are hollow, if they are not
accompsnied by educational advance
all along the line.

*‘Education stands on a higher footiog.
To education, we have to apply also the test
of unltimate values, the values to which
mankind has been paying ozly sporadxc
attention.” i

The President said that the constitution
had laid down that each State shounld pro~
vide for free and compulsory education for
children of six and eleven years within a
period of ten years, “But the pity is that
even the first part of the pledge has not yet
been fulfilled, nor is there any prospect of
its being fulfilled in the near future.

“To say that the traditional primary
schools in our country should be replaced
by Junior Basic schools as quickly as possi
ble, is to state the obvious. For, Basic
Education is now admitted o bs, by far and
large, the most suitable form of education
~ for our children”. Hse regretted that the
change was not taking place as fas: as it
thonld.

Prof, 8harma wauted the administration

of the primary and basic schools to be-

directly under the State Ministry and not
left to local bodies whohad not givena good
account of themselves in the ad ministration-
- of educations

He hoped that the Secondary Education
Commission wonld study the problems with
‘utmost care and give us well considered
- solutions, He added: "I will be sorry if

- their report also meets with the same fate
as the Univeraity Commission’s Report.

"I personally speaking, look upon the
Umversxty Commission Report as perhaps
" the most authoritative document .on Uni-
. versity Education, and I know with whaf
-~ oare and thoroughness it has been written,

" Prof. Bharma al3o stressed the importance
‘ ,'of social - education,. . “If we have. social
" education to the same exteat  as warranted
_ by our needs, the. faca-of India. will be
. changed. ‘At least: our villages will nandergo
o zbe tr&nstormﬁon,whx b we all deaire". o

Examinations had witiated the atmos-
- phere of our schools, colleges’ and univer.

sities, and were primarily responsible for
lowering of standards, He wanted some-
thing to be dons to mitigate their tyranny.
The best thing to do in his opinion was to
give some place to school or college records
in the schems of things.

Prof, SBharma endorsed the suggestion
made in the Radhakrishnan Report on
religious education, Reverence should be
the basis of this type of education reverence
for the individual, reverenca for the country
and reverence for humanity. "“If we do
this, we will solve the problem of lack of
discipline amongst our students; of which
we see 20 many manifestations these days”,

Prof, SBharms pleadsd for teachars, parti-

cularly of primary and secondary schools,,

being given a “fair deal”. Thsre should be

an improvement in their salaries and status,

He hoped that the Secondary Kduoation
Commission would take up this gusstion,

even as the Radhakrishnan Rsport had -

given some ""hope” to college teachers.

“We are called natisa-builders: lst us
lead the peopls in coastructiva endeavour.
We are tsachers, let us teach peopls how to
do worth-while things, It i3 -to this tha$

our destiny backous: lst us fulfll our:

destiny, irrespective of everything.. Ia this
lies the glory of all of us, “nay, tha glory of
our country. Jai Hiad", -

The Exhibition

“The educational exhibit is the very
quintessonce of self-expression; it is a form
of creation wherein the self-exprassive urgs
in man and child fiads 1ts most happy and
intense consummation™, 'said the Education
Minister, Sri P, K: Deshmukh, while inau-
gurating the Educatlonai Exhibition, at the
University Colleae of Liaw buildings,

Mr. Varma, Chairmaa of the Exhibition

Committee, welcomed the delagates and

guests and requested the Educauon Minister

- to open the Exhibition,

. The axhlbxtlon, divided iuto"v&ribna
zsecﬁlons and spread over a number of
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spacions halls, consisted of a number of
items of children’s and teachers’ creative
Work, Handicrafts, Sclence Section, Teach-

~ ing Alds, Soclal Education and Aboriginal

Eduocation. A number of firms displayed

"books and journals In separate stalls on the
" lawas, .

Resolutions

The All-India Educational Conference
urged the Central and State Governments
to introduce immediately conscription for
social service at high schools and colleges
with a view to inculcating the dignity of
manual work and harnessing ¢'the enthusiasm
and energiss of stadents to mational work."

-The Conference said in a resolution that a
programme of mass education should be
planned and carried out with vigour to
fulfill the hopes expressed in ths Difeotive
Principles of the Constituatioa.

By anothor resolation the Conferenca

. urged all Governments to take immediate
steps to raise teachers’ salarles to a level ap-

propriate to their status and responsibilities

in socisty and sufficient to enable them fo

“lead a life of cultural competenca”,

The Conference suggested that Govens
ments should take'steps to ensura Security
of tenure of teaching posts, opportunities for
advancement and promotion within the
edacational services ‘and adequate retire-
ment benefits,

The Conference also called upon the
Governments to form a teachers’ registry,
and $o constitute for each State a Teachers’
Council for enforcing professional conduat
and laymg down standards, anod an appeal
committes consisting of representatives of
the teaching profession, the managemsat of
educational institutions and the pablic to
consider and decide all cases of differences

_between teachers and managements.

The Conferencs urged ths Csntral ani
Btate Goveramsats to enciueage, through
Btate agency, movements for tha revival of
aboriginal folk arts and crafts aad puolisa

folk songs and legends on souadsilm: on a -

natloml soale

The Conferencs stressad the necessity of
vocational guidance and requested the
Central Govecnmens tointroduce voeational
guidance in ‘the couatry on a large and
systematic scale.

On teachers’ training, the Conference
called for counfry-wide arrangemeats for

- imparting a short course of training to un-

trained teachers with 10 years’ teaching ex-
perience and refresher vocational coumrses
for trained teachers; The course for the
training of teachers a¥ all levels,
should be made more practical, and
practical aspects of the coursss in training
schools and colleges should be assigned equal
marks along with theorstical stadies.

The Conferencs urged the Central and
State Governments to appoiné sports and
physioal welfare boards to ¢o-ordinata sports
activities, plan physical education program-
mes and encourage physieal jcultuce activie
ties. It called onall edusational institutions

‘to Introduce regular health and physical

education programmes in schools and cole
leges aad provide a daily period of aboat
half an hour in each class. It also felt that
domestic sciencs should bs mads a
compulsory subject for all giels at ths

- middle school and high school s¢éages, This

would improva ths hygisniz aad artistic
conditions of homs life.

The Conference rejected a resolation
which called for making Sanskeit compulsory
for those studeats who wanted to go to ths
university for humanistic and scientifie
courses. It also rejscted a resolation urging
tha award of scholarships in public schools,

The Conference urged all the univarsities
in the country to make adequite provision
for the study of humanities leading to the
development of human persoaality and ¢ul-
turul advarcement on right lines:

Inits ¢’earnest desire to maintain the
staadard of Eagiigh in ths uaivsrsities” the
Conference recommended a complets changa
of methad of the teaching of Kaglish with
greatar siress on tutorial work,

The Conferensa deprecated tha teadency
of Merammiog” of notes and guides by
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students and recommended a change in the
method of paper-setting. It also suggested
oral tests for candidates at university exami.
vationss -

- The Conference urged the -Governments
to implement the policy of compulsory and
free education for children between six and
fourteen and provide mid-day meals, medical
inspection and financial help to children
belonging to poor olasses, :

TEACHERS' CHARTER

The Confererce adopted a Charter on the
rights and responsibilities of teachers, as
drawn up by the All-India Federation of
Educational Associationse = -

The Charter demands, among other

. things, that every teacher must be regarded

85 a pation-builder of society and the State,
The teacher bas a right to earn in spare

time- additicnal Income from supples
mentary occupations, compatible with his
dignity, provided his legitimate duties do not
suffer, -

‘Also, teachers must have an effeotive
volce in the shaplng of the educational policy
and in the administration and control of

- any institutlons run by the Educational

Department of any local, State or Central
Government or by private - bodies or unl.
versilies through their accredited and
elected representatives,

The Charfer calls upon tha teacher to
regard as his loremost duly the rearing up
of the younger generation on the principle
of unity and brotherhood among  all ‘' races,
irrespective of caste, creed or colour; The
teacher should be a believer in dignity of
labour and practise it in his own life and
briog up his pupils on that belief and
practise,

————————

-

Dharma in ‘Bhagavata’

By 8r1R. €RINIVABA IYERGAR, 1§.A., L.T., Principal, Srinfvasa Tutorial, Coimbatore,

INTRODUCTION

the anthor of the
Mahabharate, who had realised the meaning

“of the Vedas; felt that his soul had become

8 waste and blank: “Khilam Aatmasnam’’,
Bage Narada pointed oud that he had not
sung the pure glory of the Lord in the
mapner in which Dharma and other ideas

- could - get described, and urged him to
.- .narrate the doings of the Liord for the release
. of-all from bondage. Vyasa concentrated
- his mind and composed the famous Bhaga=
.+ vata Purana, equal to the Vedas,

* DHARMA—ITS CONNOTATIONS -
- It is therefore clear "that Dharma is a
.prlmeval norm; visualised and concelved by

the ancient Hindu' seers, and it is to the
ternal glory of the ‘Hindu culture that this
basle norm was discovered .in' which law,

religlon, ethics and . convention cannot. be
‘lgglyﬁi_duggpgnlshed.;g -The indeterminate-
doot not wtaad in the

oncept

1

way of clarified understanding. It is recog-

nised as a dynsmic principle, the funda*
mental motive force in the life of man asa .
‘social being. It stands for the moral law, °

the eternal law of light, ‘that which makes
for righteousness both within and without’,
the lIaw of nature or nature’s God which
makes the World Process what it is and
holds all its parts together as one whole, in
a breakless, all-binding chain of causes and
effects. It is again, in the language of
Babu Bhagavan Das, "the code of laws
‘which bind together human beings in the
bonds of mutual rightseand.duties, of canses-

- and-consequences of actiops, arising out of
their temperamental characters, in relation -

to each other, .and thus maintains society”,

It is proper that we consider the varions.
.connotations of the word, Sometime, it is
-ustd to signify the ethical duty, or virtue, or
. What'is morally proper.,” In the parting

message to Uddhava, Liord Krishna detiges

the Dharmas common te all varnes ¢
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"Non-vlolence, truthinlness, non.thieving,
freedom from passion, anger and avarice,
endeavour to do what fs pleasing  and

helpfal to others—these are tl‘n'e Dharmas
" common to all Varnas or castes’s

‘The dharma of kings finds exposition in

" the incarnation as King Prithu, He upheld

Dharma, made the world follow Dharma.
guarded its bounds (the dharma-setus) puae
pished even his own son if he _deserved
chastisement, punished not the innccent,
even if the latter were the son of his enemy,
loved his subjects like a father, and created
villages, towns and cities,  An ideal king
was Prithu. ‘

The Dharma of the honseholders is

‘inculeated by the Liord in his incarnation as

Rishabha, We have Vama-Dharm.as and
JaatisDharmas also referred to 1n our

Puranas, '

s [
Dharma is also used in the sense of
Sva-dharma or the Dharma of the indivi-
dual. Observance of Sva,-dhar{na is
enjoined in the Bhagavatam as in the
Bhegavad-Gita. Liord Kapila says:

“Parform Sua-dharma upto one's capacity,
turn away from what is another’s Dharma",
(Sva-dbarma.aacharanam saktyas vidbar.
maat cha nivartanam),  Again, Lord
Krishna says to Uddbhava:

“Passing one's days in this world, a person
who is established in tis Sva-dharma, is not
sinful and is pure, easily attains pure wisdom
of devotion to me”, (Asmin loke varta-
maanah eta.) ‘

, .
" The doctrine of Sva-dharma nesds
separate elucidation, as it has suffered wrong
interpretation at the hands of ununderstand-

. Ing oritics, It has been enjoined in the Gila,

also. “Better is deathin going by cne's own
Dbarma. . The Dharma of another is

- fraught with tear”. (IIL. 35).

Dharma is agaln used in the sense of
Nivrittl=-Dharma, Dharma that woald lead
to liberation, Liord Kapila says:

' Graamya-dharma-nivrittischa. moksha -
dharma-niratastathaa,

‘Nivriiti-1harma' {3 work dona unselfishly,
unegoistically for the good of the whole
without the desire for consequences. 1t has
been called ‘evolutiomary dharma’, a3
opposad to, *Pravritti-dharma’, which leads
maa to bondaga on account of selfish aims
and i3 therefora called ‘involutionary
dharms’,

Dharma, again, has basa used to signify'
punya (good work), karma (daty), bhgckt»
(devotion), divine justice, etc. in various
contexts; and a careful reader must
try to-grasp the slgnificanca of the term in
its appropriate context.

II. Dharma is in the highest sense an
impersonal principle ; but it did not merely
grow out of the earth,

It rained down from on high., This Is
repeatedly emphasised in Bhagavata,

“Vasudeva is the goal of all Dharmas;
Vasudeva is the ultimate goal” (Vasudeva-
paro-dharmo Vaasudeva. paraa gatih)

8rl Krishna revealed to the sage Narada
his mystic manifestations in the various
apariments of his wives’ mansions, and told
him: %0, you who have raalised the
Brahman, 1 am the creator of Dharma, its
expositor and expounder, and tha person
who commendsit. And teaching it I am
firmly established in this world.  Don’t
worry, my son”. (Brahman dharmasya
vaktaa—aham ete) :

When Lord Krishna had completed His
mission on earth, Brahma addressed
Govinda from $he skles: *“You have firmly
established Dharma among the good and
the trathfal”. We find in the story of
Ajamila; “Dharma is that which is incal-
cated by the Veds, and we have heard that
the Veda is the self-bora God Narayaua
Himself"”,

Again, in the sams story, occurs the verse:
#“Dharma is founded verily by the Lord
Himself”,

8o, then the concspt of Dharma rainad
dowan from on high on this sacred land of
Bharatavarsha, and has besa handed down
to us through Bgess
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DHARMA - PERSONIFIED

The glory of Hinduism lies in its scope
snd adaptability to appeal to persons of
varied grades of spiritual development; to
high metsphysical thovght as well as to
thinking in .concrete objects and forms,
Dbarma as an abstract impersonal principle
may not be understocd by persons not
bighly evolved spiritually; and has therefore
been perscnified as a superhuman or divine
being or deva. Dharma is sometimes
identified with Yama, the God of death,
divine justice, who koows the greatest
secrets of Dharma. Again, Dharma is des-
cribed in the Bhagavala a3 a bull with fonr
feet in the Satya-juga, with three feet in
the Treta.-yuga, with two feet in Dvaapara-
yuge, srd trottericg on .one foot in the
present Kali-yuga, the sge of discord. The
feet are truthfulpess, mercifulness, topas
fcur (penance) and charify (alms = giving).
Adharma is represented as a low-caste
‘perton who, disguised as a king, maltreats
the bull (Dbarma, or the people who are
righteous) and the cow (representing the
earth). A saintly being appears and forces
the tyrant to abide in the restricted spheres
of falsehood, intoxicatlon, passion, slaughter
and animosity. '

The various incarnations described in
the Bhagavata have taken place to uphold
Dharms, and in their ideals of conduct =nd
behaviour are personifications of Dharma.
" WWhenever there is the decline of Dharma

Hari, the Lord and Master, incarnates
Himself”, ' o '

. salvation do we need?
and the increase of Adbarma in this world,

But the mosi exalted personification of

Dharma is the incarnated Lord-Krishna -

Himself from his lowest aspect as personal
Goad, to his highest aspect as absolute truth,

' THE KEYNOTE OF THE
BHAGAVATA—BHAKTI.
The keynote of the Bhagavata is bhakti.

The greatest Dharma fcr men is said to be,
in the words of Siita, devoticn to Hari.

When Ajamila was released from the
noose of death by the mention of ILord
Hari's name, Yama exclaimed : -

"Only this is consldered as the greatest .
Dharma of men, namely, the practice of

bhakti-yoga or devotion to the Lord by such
means as reciting His name”,

The following exhortations in’ Lord ' Sri
Krishna's pasting message to Uddhava
emphasise the efficacy of bhakti :

The greatest man is he who, transcend-

ing all Dharmas, worships Me”,

“Oply by bhakti I can be grasped”.
“Bhakthi firmly established in' Me hallows
and sanctifies even a born Chandsla”

* My devotee sanctifies and pnriﬂe§ the

entire universe,.”

What more re;assnring message for our
Bhakti .is the

greatest dhiarmay nay, bhakti tramscends . -

all dharmas! This is the cardinal note
struck in the Bhagavata,

- Book Reviews

= Smal DAYARAM GIDUMAL: A MYSTIO OF
- . Bixo. By U, B. Vasvasn, TeR SgR.

., VANTS OF INDUSTRIES BOCIETY, ANANDA

' ViLLaA, - RAUPURA,  ToweRr, Baropa.

. - Po.18puus 1y, Prioe As. 10 |
* Dayaram  Gidumal (1857<1927) was

: born in Hyderabad: He had a distinguished
;.- career as a Judge and retired as a Sessions

Jadge of Ahmedabad, His chief glaim to.

-

fame rests on his mystlcal poems in Sindi,
-He also wrote in English a book called
The Leasts of God, where he expressed the -

essence of his mystlcal experience, He was
popularly known as Rishi Dayaram,

- BriU, B, Vaswani hasgiven a brief sketch -
of bis life and a few translations of the
‘mystic  pcems in English,
_goross many startlingly original images in-

Qas comes

RS
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these poeme, and feels an intensa desire to
read more of his poetry: Sri Vasvanl polnts
out that Dayaram has dealt with in his
poetry many of the themes and problems

of the modern industrial civilisation:

" §ri Vasvani's booklet will prove _of
inferest to all who care for modern Indian
literature,

INTERNATIONAL YEARBOOK OF EDUCATION
1951, . EpucaTioRalL, DEVELQPMENTS;

Paria/ - Unescoy; Geneva, INTER-
" NATIONAL BUREau OF Epy0sTION,
PubLicaTioN Ne, 137,. 93x6} ins

804 pp. 8 Swis8 FRANCS,

i

-Althcugh each country has its own
characteristic educational problems, on
sccount .of the prevalent geographic,
economic, social or cultural condi\tiox_:s,
there are also Imgportant world tendencies
which influecce the development of natioaal

~ plans of education in varying degrees.

The general survey which figures at the
beginning of she twelfth volume of tha
International Yearbook of Education, 1951,
makes it possible o discern the mosk
important of these carrent trends, parti-
calarly tho:e dealing with school adminise
tration or organisation, the increase in
enroluents at  the various levels of
education, structural reforms, study plans,
curricula, tesching methods, vocatioaal
training, and the status of teachers,

~ While this general survey preceding the
reports, sent either to the XIVth Inters
national Conference of Public Education or
directly to the International Bunrean of
Education, by the Ministries of Kducation
of fortyenine countries, offers the reader s
panoramic view of the mors or less rapid
evalution of edacation, theindividaal reports
will provide bim with more detailed in-
formation on the particular educational
problems of each couatry. o

The complete collection of the Inters
national Yearbooks of Education, of which
the first volume appeared in 1933,

LIX~1-3

_countries to Improve

_constitutes, for all those -interested in

educational davelopments throughoat the
world, asource of information extending
over periods of great changes such asthe
betweenswars and the postewar years,

TEACHING OF NATURAL ‘SCIENCE IN
SeconDARY 8cHO0LS. FROM INFORMATION
sUPPLIeD BY THE MINISTRIES g¢ EDU-
caTiON.  Pamis, Unesco; GENEVa,
INTERNATIONAL BUReaU or EbpuoaTION
PusricatioN No. 189; 1952, 9% x6%ins,
216 pp. Sw. fres 5,

In 1949, the International Burean of
Education carried out an inquiry Iato the
teaching of natural science in primary
schools, the findings of which were
published as ¢International Bareau of
Education Publication, No, 110°, The abova
volume contains the findings of a parallel
inquiry conducted by the Bureau into the
teaching of natural science In secondary
scheols, .

Replies for the second of thess two
icquiries were received from forty-eight
couotries, They revezl that there isan
ever-increasing tendency to give natural
science teaching an experimental bias, and
to bring the subject into closer touch with
life. The subject now t$ends to ba treated
in such a way that the acquisitica of
koowledge goes hand-in-hand with the
pupils’ application of what -they learn to
meeting problems arising in their everyday

It makes a comparative study of the
various aims assigned to the sabject, and
indicates where and under what circums
stances the subject i3 compulsory or
optional. It gives details concerning the
age of the pupils, syllabuses, time-tables,
instructions orsuggestions as to method, the
various approaches ta observation and
experimentation, the part essigned to text-
bcoks and auxiliary aids» the training and
further trainlog of natural scieace teachers,
and the proposals being made in various
natural science
teaching,
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investigation under reference, each com-
position was rated in respect of each of
seven variables; material, organisation,
spelling, punctuation, grammar, diction, and
rhetoric. -The investigator had in mind two
questions about the comparative merits of the
two methods of valuation. Which method
is. more reliable ? Are the same abiIities
measured by the both the methods ? The
results of the investigation are extremely
interesting. The atomistic examiners
agreed mere closely than the wholistic in
the order in which they placed the candi-
dates. But it was also found out that more
time was spent on each paper by the

atomistic examiner than the wholistic
Certain calculations suggest that with
additional time the wholistic valuations
might have been made §s reliable asthe
atomistic ones. The report concludes that
the atomistic and wholistic methods are
likely be equally reliable, if the time factor
were equalised, Nor was there any evi-
dence in the data of an intrinsie difference in
the: nature of the abilities evaluated by the
two methods. All this comes to saying that

the age-old method of evaluating essays by

subjective impressions is fairly dependable
and reliable, provided it is done carefu]]y
and conscientiously.

No Play, Bad Work, and Poor Health

’

i

BY Rao SameB T. N. 8. RagHAvacHARY, Retired P, H, Bactmolomst
St. Thomas Mount, Madras 16.

The foﬂowing valuable réport by an eminent educationist, was published
in. the LANCET, in 183—10—1951, and it is reproduced here for the benefit

of our

HE medieval student, sccording to the
poet, spent his leisure ‘‘cheerfally
wandenng, blithesome and squandermg,
_jesting eternally, quaffing infernally,” His
modern counterpart, the student of today
who bas been examined, interviewed,
selected and perhaps drilled in the Army
before going up to the University; can
hardly be expected to sparkle like his fore
- bears, :Nevertheless, to those who believe

-~ that students have changed very litile, it

will come as a surprise to learn that the
‘undergradunate of today either allows him-

~ gelf no leisure, or if he does take time off
© " from his studies, ‘makes little use of it Yet
. thia is the conclusion reached by Dr. A. H, -

“Macklin “of the University of Aberdecn

v; Student Health Bervice. .

"~ Dr. Mscklm studled between 1949 and

-1951 the health interests, - extra-curricular
activities and scademic ability of a number
- of "Aberdeen undergraduates, They were
<yaedically exammed and were asked how

readers. '

they spent theie loisure in term-time and

during wvacations, Their performance .in .
examingtions was also recorded. It was .
found that, while 83 per cent of the staden:s !

had takea part in organised games, and
other activities, whila they wers in the high
school classes, half of them had given up all
physical activity on entering the Univer.
sity, When asked why, 8 quarter of them
sald, that they would like to take exercise
and felt better foz it, but that they could
not spare the time; 33 per cent said that
they had no ioclination to take exercise,
some of these also pleading want of time
27 per cent "metaphorically shragged their
shoulders” and said they would liketo play
games or take up some aclivity but they’
bad so far done nothing about it(!), 85 per

~cent said that they could not afford the
‘expense of playlng games ; but when it was -
suggested that they could take exercise in
'the form of walking or- hill climbing

rep.xes were generaily vague." 8'5 per

-~ ON PLAY, BAD WORK, AND POOR HEALTH 91

cent, said that they had made an effort to
1oin one of the athletic clubs, but had been
discouraged in onme way or another; snd
8 per cent were unable to take exercise
because of physical disabilities, Only 16
per cent were found to be taking part in
student affairs or faking an active part in
clubs or societies.

When the students were questioned about

reading books other than those needed for.

their studies, balf of them said they bad
read none, the reascn given in every case

- being lack of time, Of the remainder, fow

read books of cuitural value. Oaly a litile

.over half the students had other interests

and hobbies and the remainder were usable
to name 'anything in which they were
particularly interested, Questioned about
their vacations 83 per cent sesmed to have
a reasonable amount of enjoyable recreation,
894 per cent found paid work during the
vacation (out-door or in-door work), |
When they were re-examined, it was
found that 79 per cent had not changed
their habits ; 10 per cent had stopped taking
adequate exercise but 8'7 per cent who had
previously taken no excrcise had taken up
some kind of activity. 11°'4 per cent of the
students began to take an interest in student
affairs in their second and third years, 388
per cent who had taken part in these affairs
in . their first year had lost interest, Of
those who had read books unconnected
with their studies 6°5 per cent had stopped
doing so; but 1 per rent had begun to read
such books. Questions about other usetul
interests showed shat 89 per cent had not
changed their outlook; 6°27 had given up
what interests they had; and 47/ had
developed pew Interests, In the vacution
527 had undertaken paid work aand 537 had
& reascnable amount of recreation during

‘the vacation.

On comparing these results with the
health and academic suoccess of the studeats
Dr. Macklin found shat on the whole tnose
students who had activities ouisida their
oourse—especially outdoor exercises—~—were
healthier and had a wider educational range
and a higher asademig performuuce taau
tbe others,  He also found that most of tna
students medically examiaed and clasittied

a3 Grade I, took exercize and that students
from wealthier homes were on the whole,
healthier than those from poorsr homes,
His conclusions may be summarised as
under ;— *

(1) That a proportion of students at the
University are living a totally unsaitable
life, It cannot be said that those who spend
the whole day ia class rooms and their
evenings at home or ia lodgings, work for
a large part of the weck end, whao taks no
part in the activities of their fellows, and
who have no real interests outside of their
work, are getting that wider, more hberal
education which 1t i3 generally agreed that
a Uuwiversity should provide or one calcalat=
ed to place them 10 a position $0 face post.
graduate life “‘with an cutlosk bsyond the
conflnes of an examination syllabus, with a
weil disciplined mind, with namaa 1atarests
and an intslligence avle to move with the
progress of human knowiedge’'—(Rzport
of the QGoodemough Comumittes oa Madical
Bchoots).

(2) That participation in extra curricalar
acuvities does not militatd against academic
distinction. ¢ .

(3) That a number of graduates who
leavs the Uuiversity with distinction have
in fact received an education which has
been wholly or largely "wnhm ths cone
fines of an examigauon syua.ba.

(4) That the majorisy of stndeats in the
lower groups of acadewnic: psrformanca are
to be found 1n thoss who are inactive aad
appear to have no interssts out;xde ot tncu:
work,

Discussing the -reason why sSo “many
young people chaage tosir babits on enter.
ing a Unmversity (tzom the nigh scaocol)
Dr. Mackiin poiats out that maay lack sae
initative to take up activities of any kind
when they are not supsrvised as thay were
at school; oanly 20 to 80% are dtted by
heredity or training to adapt themselves in
toeir new sarroundings, and thay are the
{eaven 10 every studeai effocts L'na secoad
faciory D3 says, msy 09 sawms i ap la twa

word3s small 10 taamsalves oat writaa

large 10 ths muads ot prospeauve siadants
eatariog 0ollege ; tazy ars "VVJF/\. Hard"‘
(To be Continued)
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& “ A series which is so markedly good.” <&

NEW STUDY READERS

H. MARTIN, . a. (Oxon), 0. B. E.
LATE PRINCIPAL OF THE ISLAMIA COLLEGE, PESHAWAR

&= A great responsibility 'lies on you, for it makes all
-~ uwedifference which series of. English Readers
you select, |

SN
" The PRIMER (20 pages) has bsen prepared to meat the need of

teaching English as a foreign language.  The text is wel, llustrated,

Lessons proceed from singular to plural, masculine to feminincy, assertive

to interrogative. -The ideas are simple and the filling up of blamks indi-
‘cated will be a useful step in the learning of English. ' o

" In READER 1 (95 pages) the chiel aim is  to provide material for

Ry

sentence drill” Many of the exercises at the end of each lesson are in -

the same form of sentence construction.

" READER 1II (131 pages) has lessohs on a variety of subjects-—stofies,
poems; dialogues, descriptions and talks on popular subjects written
(except the poems) by the author, Short notes for help in understanding

the subject matter and questions on the subject mattsr are found at the

" end of ’each lesson.

- .+ " READERS III; IV and V ars on the same model. The lessons are on
_diffqrept subjects suitable for pupils in Forms 1l or Iil to Form V. -

B<S" “ A systematic use of these readers will help ‘p_upils' to grasp the

'flt'zndamentals of English usage. ) L
- @ Mr, Martin’s name is a GUARANTEE FOR-THOROUGHNESS and

as ﬁsual; Messrs. Cooper have brought out a NEW and BRILLIANT series |

-~ of Readers. ‘It is hoped they will have the popularity they so richly
- deserve."—The Educational Review, Madras (March-April,-1938) -
.~ K. &J. COOPER~PUBLISHERS—BOMBAY, 4
R Sole Selling Agents fbrVSou'tk India ;—
i The Ch:istiar}Liteﬁrature‘ Societyvf‘or India, Park Town, Madras,

~
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.Soqilal Adult Education Through Service

Leagues
By 8R1 S; JacaNNADAAN, Teachers' College, Saidapet, (Retd.)

' AS teachers of a class of children, we find

that the parents of the children are
following- ever so many avocations in life
and are aware of their economic conditions
of living and bear witness to their own lack
of educational equipment; As a teacher
again, I can bear witnass to the fact that T
bave had recourse to tke help of people
following as many as 12 different avocatlons
in life in making some simple homely aids
in teaching: As citizens, we reap the help
of all those who give us our food, clothing
and shelter. As citizens, again, we find
that the welfare of one is interwoven with -
the work and wellare of all those who
follow different callings, avocations and
trades in life, Thus one not only works and
earus for himself, but for others too. ‘The.
truth is that by living and working for the’
welfare of others, one lives for oneself,

. Yoo, This view; though right, has also

\ [ocidentally aroused in one the importance
2{ one’s own self in the contribation to the"
p

perity of the societys This has widened
to suchra proportion as to oreate factions
and dissentyns, as the educated and the
uneducated, t3 haves and have-nots, high
and low in socidiy. This is a poison which
should not be allowed to permeate further.
No job Is too mean, Has not Mahatmaji
once said that he wonld have the privilege
of calling bimself the first bangi/ '

LIX—3—1 .

To a certain extent, many other nnwanted
things in soclety have also crept up and
contributed bo the growth of suspicion that
one is exploited for the welfare of others.
Adult Education is the panacea for all these
evilss Under the leader:hip of Mahatwmaji,
the nonviolent struggle foo freedom has
been fought and won. Soon, peopls found
themselves awakened;, as if by a magic
touch, to realise all their rights without
realising at the same tims their own duties
and responsibilities, The need for some
standard of literacy and skill in craft was
felt all through, when there was the all
round recruitment for the second World
War,  Not only for war, but also for peace.
and prosperity, this combination of literacy
and -skill i3 very much required. Before
and after this freedom’s struggle and success,
even great leaders noticed a looseness in
discipline and indifference or negligence to .
moral and legal codes in general, Much
propaganda regarding .this need for the
observance of discipline in one’s own self
and in saciety, reverence to state laws and .
respect for the freedom of othars, has to be :
done. The education of man, the education
of the full man, the education fora complete
citizen is always held ‘as the: ideal of"
education. ' ‘

The Primary and Basic Education, the

. Middle School and High School Education’
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and the University with all the technlcal of the servics is o i
given hare in greatar detail!

2;:!::%55(;)! education and other forms of .The members should fally gse the time
ttapes oofnedmn:;hmg off at the above mailn more for profitable and beneficlal use than
theg beneﬁtu?f on, h;ye been going on for for spectacular shows, Concentration in
P smlman mi: But when we work and oonsolidation of all talents muss
appalilog THit ve:}'ly igh percentage of be availed of. It must be cleatly under.
o aeemg s racy, the work turned ontso stood that all that we, dois towards unity
o acen s ob]e l?ot quite significant, That and nothing for aggravating discord and
et ung t%c hof illiteracy has to be differences, Talents in teaching, talks,
y tE)uno dy aid msthods of blasting demorstratione, discourses, story-reading,
methog gow er, but by the very soft story-telling, singing, organising games and
Of persuasion, propsganda and sports and crafts, all these have thelr own

day-to-day driving work, as the soft roots places in this scheme of Soclal Education and .

gleet:e the harc{) and solid rock. What cannot Adalt Literacy. One has to concentrate on
by ]o‘;’;‘l“ﬁed dY foa‘cia_bhas. to be conquered four main problems, while enlisting these
i all l:ank.:oaf 8od liberal-hearted peqple uneducated illiterate people, The first is to
different avoot‘ society, though following get them come $o a literacy centre, the
to work o toat};ous lln life, must continue second Is to endeavour to get them regalarly
pumber of i?]'t et salvation of this' huge for some time, the third is to make them
ot o lt.era ;s. The haves and have- taste the sweotness of literacy, and lastly to
confidence ca lellz ?ve to get into mutual see that this literacy iz maintained. Liapsing
sdncatio 'l Bg A ]e ormer’ must supply the into illiteracy means a colossal waste of
wealth Dal deficlency in the latter, The human effort. These four main stages of
!remen)c’i must ll{end 8 belping hand in this adult literacy work have to be skilfully
. ous task. manageds‘?v as to avold waste of human
‘Thus, there is the great- energy, e must make the best use of the

~ Bocia! Education and gdult“az:f::;?g C(fg: little time that the men are able to spare,
educational work here is stupendous; 8s one Bo it .is all the more necessary that the
has to concéntrate on very many si'de-pro- workers must be regular and punctual and
blews towards the attainment of complete kesp the school open on all the days, so
education of a citizen, ~ - that the learners have nccess to it during

: their leisure honrs,
SOCIAL LEAGUES. 4 ' ‘
- Elderly boys in- the top classes of High DISTRIBUTION OF WORK

Bohool with the spirit of service, oollege  Eovery organlsation and branch of social -
students with more leisure and holiday for Service work truly needs men, money and
propagenda of general knowledge, the Y.M. materials. A part of their work maust be to
C.A,, Y.W.C.A, leagues, other service anq DBrness these three essentials for the soclal
welfare leagues, clubs and associations S€rvice centre which they inaugurate, nur-
. imbned with a high sense of service conld ture and nourish. The organisation starts -
all carry on this 8ocial Education and Adglt With an immediate programme and a longe
Education groups, All members of the 808 plan. Ore branch devotes itself to
~teaching profession in these leagues and ©Blsting adults for social education and
clubs bave their own special share in this literacy by tom-tom, personal Visits, propa-
‘supreme work., S T ~lgan;iia a’ndTgo'ntaots with the men of the
e e  OTTREE NI LIP P I B o locality, e second has to cater to the
f'a\jésggu:g‘i}:igii %nﬁ;nﬁmg are certainly immgd_iate needs of those aftending the
ginst be "éha’r"a"c?é ﬁgédv?%r » Bat the work  centre in regard to reading ballads, stories
setionsnems, Torramtin yle:?irnestness lan,d - 8nd pewspapers, and giving short talks,
1S of state ha \?e e g ,Etﬂiqrs&andm ais- .d;scou_(zsgg;and ‘demonstrations eschewing
_thiose oFgdalzations ‘Te" suilicient zeal into  controversidl and undesirable matter. The
e8¢ organizations, Tho educational aspect - thied one orgatises lgdoor and oukdoor -

. holiday programme also by visiting adjoin-

SOCIAL ADULT EDUCATION )

games, The fourth group is a very respon- la..tter.musi Weilgh,l whe;r ewa speak of the
sible group in charge qf literacy work, highest glory ol a language.

grouping these visitors in classes as per The illiterate learnar must understand
standard of previous attainments and cater . me of the several {eatures in his learning
ing to their educational needs and require- . 4 the language. Symbols are the
ments. The filth bas to be in chargo °.£ ;Ige form of sounds. Hach combination of sym-
books, slates, stationery, _getting and distri- bols with words denotes a word fall of
buting them and preser'vmg-tbem for sub- meaning, He must also uaderstand the
sequent nsage, The sixth is in charge of difference in hard and soft; short and long,
registers, daily announcements and corres- stops and 0o stops, and thas learn that 8
pondence. The teaching group will gointo "oy 0o i letters, orin pronunciation
smaller sections as (a) First step to literacy, also leads to a change in the ideas expresseds
(b) Continuation classes, (o) Genaral kooW-  myo teacher should be versed with the
ledge instruction, This teaching grouP (oo a1 characteristics of the language in
maust be particularly in the hands qf a few building up the vocabulary step by step.
wellchosen elderly persons who will work s

conjointly with persons of tea_ching experi- B. LITERACY METHOD
ence, taking frequent instructions from the ' o
Jatter regarding general methods of approach As the foremost work of this organisation

regarding language, nawmber, genaral is the eradication of illiteracy aad the turn.
knowledge, etc, ing out of literates, the group should bsstow

" . " . attention on the following methods of
This organisation will chalk out a special approach, e

ing villages for doing propaganda work of a 1, The illiterate should- realiss the joy
belpfal nature other than that of starting of some immediateachievemoant by lsaraing

_ literacy centress A mobile library service to write his own nams, names of groeat

and pictorial education would be the next personages, places and baildings and gods

- proper method, This league will alsodo and goddesses. The use of rabber stamp

well to make up the statistics of the illites pictures, and outline maps of the couatry
rates in thelocality and incidentally making are recommended in this conaection, as
an economio survey of khe place. these evoke interest in learning by doing

: and add to his general knowledge.
A. LANGUAGE OF SPEECH AND

, 2. Readingsome key-words is an exercise
THE LANGUAGE OF BOUKS in the combinasion of letters and tha technis

Man distinguishes himself from beasts by que of reading. As wWe spsak in words,
the great gift of language and powers of phrases and sentencas, S0 also reading maust
discrimination. His language of speech bein the same pattern, and merely saying
must be dignified and free from slaog and letter by letter in a singsong tone and adding
sting, obscurity and obscenity, and pedantic them together sometimes rightly aad some.
and archaic expressions, The general people times by guessing must be avoidads

_ must be able to uaderstand and follow it, g e ypststart from easy letters which
' The lapgusge must be clothed in exprese . o'orqreqs frequency ia the langaage, and
sions of kindaess, courlesy, affeation, erudi- reading as many words of familiar usage by
- tion and devotion. To that extent there ., \yinarion with one or two other letters
- most be propaganda. Kveryone kuows oipogame series—the Laubach Chart of

that in soms classes of society, lhefl&ngu.age other improvised oharts would come in herae
of speech offends the very sense of hearing, ) help at this 8tages

A language attains ils greatness, not only _
by its high place in hiterature, bat also by 4, The reading vocabulary ghould be
its way of attaining a decent stage of per- increased by procesiing with tne chart—thae
fection on the lips of the common man, The basic vocabulary being always drawa from
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to the adult,

RThere ig no necessity to resort to the
-oman script, 85 the people are familiar
with their langusge and script many thogye.

: sand years old and still growing foo.

5. Reading of short senten aki
0 tences, by makin
_them up by combination of these word% eto.

learnt already, is the next stage,

THE' EDUCATIONAL REVIEW

the essential features of everyday oconcern

helpful if the league could propare dapli.
cated copies of spacial matter which should

form part of the reading mattsr of these -

beginners, namsly, reading cards, advertise-
-mends and posters,

(To be Continued)

Plea for a Rural University

- By Prinotpan N, C. Narm, o, A, v.1,, Nasirabad

UNIVERSITIES as well a5 Schools and

.Qo.lieges have coms in for a good deal
. of criticism of late, and it is pointed out that
the system of educatiod is to blame for this
unhappy state of things,

It is a fact that the standard of exami-
-bations is much lowered, discipline  has
beco.me lax, health and physique have
considerably deteriorated, edncation has
‘become very expensive and the unhealthy
atmosphere prevailing in the Universitieg
is not conducive to the formation of charac-
ter and the growth of a high sense of duty
and responsibllity. -As the student popula-
tion is fast increasing, educational institu-
sions of all kinds are cropping up automati.
cally, but they mostly follow the beaten
track and their only desire is to ensure a
certain percentage of passes in examination.
Defects persist, and no serious attempt is
made_to remove them or to try any new
experiment, As India has become indepen=
dent, the. old order muss change and an
education which suits the genius of the
country and is in keeping with its best .
iraditions, should be imparted to its sons -

ind daughtors, ,

- India is 8 countey of villages, and vi

‘ C ges, and village -
aoys.:who ~aspire 'to - gel - high;r edncatign
1ave 40 go- to big - cities, ‘where unfortg-
1ately all the . Universities are located, and

hey - are handicapped in many ways,

iigg;i‘sgl{.ﬂ.j they are ‘removed from their 5&::?;3::?: s or o 8
nrroundings : ,‘1‘9":?,;‘9559@‘!'”‘1"- toa  the other for _higher eduoation,

new world, whereisa glamour all rognd
them and they find themselves in the midst
of pomp and show, This abrapt change
from one kind of life to another , goes i}l

with them; they are exposed to all kinds

of temptations, becoma luxury-loving, and

acquire expensive habits, As time goes om, - .
they develop a strange attitude towards -

life! and the worst of itis that they lose
their simplicity and rustic virtues, and their
old homes have no charm left for them, -

_The greatest need of the "hour is to haye

a Baral University away from the dia and

traffic of big cities and far from all distract.

Ing influences. In the five.year plan

‘ village uplift ’ is receiving special att'en-’

tion, and an elaborate scheme for the higher

education of the rural population can safely
be incorporated in it. Villagers still possess

some of the great virtnes of anclent India,
not having been much adversely affacted
_by.foreign domination. They have unso-~
phisticated- minds- and follow old customs
and- traditions, It is easier for them to
asslmilate ancient culture and civilization

and to develop a distinotly - Indian. outlogk; .-

in fact they are the children of the soil, -
apd if their ideas are moulded .in the righ;‘
direction, a rural -university will turn ogj
useful cilizens and provide fature leaders
for the conntry. . S
estions In such a
y—one for secondary school and

‘ A simple

6. Manuscript books may be marked,
when printed books are not available; ag
per the methods suggested here. It will be

newspaper headlines ,

Jife combined with hard work should be its
ideal, Monthly expenses should be kept
as low as possible, and every facility should

. be given to the students to be self-support-

ing—to earn while they learn. The chief
item of expenditurs should be food, so that
everyons may get proper nourishment, be a
picture of health and may develop no
physical disabilities, Unlike cther univer=
sities, education should cost the guardians
as little as possible. Admissions should not
be easy, and only the choicest students
should have access to it. It should be meant
only for rural areas. :

Some of the special features of this
university should be as follows, Along
with the ordinary course of studies, em=
phasis should be laid on three subjects: (a)
Agriculture and Dairy-Farming should be
compulsory. India needs food for its grow-
ing population ; village boys after they
bave resided in a town for some years are
averse to do any manual work. This will
teach them the dignity of labour, and it
will be .expected of them that they will
rever to their ancestral occupation after

- finishing their studiess (b) There should

also be a wide choice of handwork or
industries, for which there is a demand in
‘villagess They can be taken as hobbies at
firste It is possible that boys who bave a
practical turn of mind may, later on, make
them their life profession. (c) Apart from
games and sports, military training should
form an integral part of their education.
India is volnerable and has dangsrous
frontiers. It is important that the next
generation should be strong and stardy.
Even il there is no fear of war, the conntry

_peeds men who are good all round and
have a good deal of stamina,

The time-table should be so arranged
that the same kind of work is not continued
much too loug, and there is a varied pro-
gramme of activities judicionsly distributed,
Five hours work at a stretch in the class-
,room, &3 we have at present, is a great
straln on the boys, and it is doubtful, if it
makes them any wiser or betters They
only become book-worms. From my experi~
gnce of the Boys' Company, I am inclined
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to think that such long hours of study are
no$ necessary. Here boys read for aboni
3 hours only, and the rest of the timeis
devoied to military exercises, marksman.
ship; map-reading, educational games, boxz-~ ,
ing ete. All this makes them mentally
alert, and they easily pass the Speciai Army
Examination, in spite of the fact that
teaching hours are less.

Development of character should ba ths
chief aim and bs the first care of all
those who are intimately connected with
the university. Moral teaching has always
been neglected in our institutions, That's
why we see:so much of rindi:cipline everye
where, It is an admitted fact that charactez
is more impecrtant than knowledge toensare”
true success in life, but we are apt to attach
too narrow & meaniog to it. Truthfulness,
honesty and chastity are Well-recognizad
elements of character, but to be mannerly
and courteous, to think more of one’s
duties than rights, to have intensity of pur.
pose, to be puactual, to bs clean in person
and thoughts—all thess are essential ingre.
dients of character, In certain foreign
countries, morals or ethizs is oue of the
main subjects in the carricalum, and
teachers are taught in Normal Schools how
to go about this task of character-building.
The staff for the nniversity should ba select-
ed with great care. Academic qualifications
are important, but oanly those should be
taken who are known for their uprightness
and integrity of character, and who,

- because of the intrinsic worth, well com.

mand the sama respect and inflazncs as did
the ‘gurus’ in ancieat India.

An international outlook on life should
be the final gbject, Patriotism is a commenda.
ble virtue, every one is expested ta serve
his own couatry to the best of his ability,
charity begins at home, but it should not
end there. One should have broad sympa.
thies, and.the goal should be ‘amiversal
brotherhood* towards which the whole
creation is moving. It is only an accident of
birth that the world is divided into various
,compartments, All human belngs have tha
same flesh and blood, and their needs ara
the same, By mutual help and understandipg
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the good things of life can be shared by one
and all and cordial relations esiablished.
India wants to be on good terms with the
whole world, It has no territorial ambitions,

. It stands for peace and non-violencs, and its °

people should be ready to fraternizs with
sll those countries which have no aggres-
sive designs. . :

English may not be the medium of
instruction at certainstages, but its study
should be encouraged by all possible means,
Let Hindi be the national language and

let every effort be made to develop and

popularize it; but why should English which
has become a mother-tongue to so many
and which has opened vast stores of know-
ledge in the past and can still do that
service in an unobstrusive way, be, by a
steoke of the pen, suddenly penalized and
relegated to a lower position? If Iadia has
become independent of the English, it does
not mean that it can do withous their
language also. As matters stand, India will
_ Deed its help for many years to come, and
for sheer sentimental reasons it should not
be discarded, Japan holds strong national
views, bu¢ I noticed that HEnglish was
taught there with as much zeal as any
other subject, and the English books tanght
in the higher claszes were more difficult
$han ourse In Indonesia, English is taking
the place of Datch as a second language in
schools, New inventions hava annihilated
distance, the world has become smaller and
we are meeting with people of all nationalities,
English is an international language, and if
we cannot express our ideas propsrly, we
shall be handicapped in many ways, In
fact, every country should adopt two langa-
-8ges, and the choice has to be mads from
among four widely used languages—English,
French, Bpanish and Russian,—~if the people

of the world wish to comein closer tonch
with each other. - o

The university should bz residential,
Day scholars will not fit in, as they cannot
participate in all the activities and will fail
to catch the spirit of the ibstitutions The
teachers should live on the premises, they
will thoroughly supervise the work of their
pupils, pay individual aftention and keep a
record of all their activities, which will be
the deciding factor in making all awards,
Examinations will hold a subordinate placs,
83 they are not always a test- of merit, In
short, teachers will be *their guides, philo-

'sophers, and friends,’

The Goverament has begun the work of
raral reconstraction in right earnest, and
will need men who will translate their
plans snd schemes into,action, and the pro-
ducts of this university will: efficiently fill

up this gap when they pass out.’ The .

villagers a¥ present lead a dull, humdrum
sort of life, They are contented with their
unhappy lot, and being fatalisis by natare,
they bave become lethargic and apathetic,
Itis only when ‘melas’ come and they

celebrate them with folk-songs and dancing,

that they think that life is worth liviag. -
The alumni of the university will refurn
to the villages with a new wvision- and
wedded to a life of service, They will throw
themselves heart and soul *into this voca«

-tion, They will make the villagars conscious

of their latent  powers aud raise thsic
standard of living, They will have in them
the sams spirit, as is depicted in the followe
ing quotation:—

That which we are, wo ara,

- One equal temper of heroic hearts,
Made weak by time and fate, but strong
in will, ,
To strive, to seeks to find and not to yield.

gt 'NOTICE .
Sri AiR. V. Narasimhacharya has been appointed as one of our

travelling representatives,

He is_authorised to receive subscriptions.

- We request our SUbSQribe;s and advertisers to extend to him their fullest

~support, -

s :

Manager,
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* lies the development of each.
accepted from Germany, Sweden, Denmark

Athletics in American Schools

The purpose of the physieal qducation
programme in Ametican schools is to help
develop a sound mind in & healthy body,
Technology, electricity, and the use of
power machinery have relieved the average
man of most of the physical exertion that
formed a part of hiseveryday life.ina more
primitive or a pioneer society. The hunting
of game, and the physical barden of farm,
trade and crafi labour, withont the aid of
machines, all contributed %o the physical
development of man in such socleties, At
the same time, the making of tools, weapons

~ and ornaments provided training in neurc-

muscular skill, ; ‘

But the type of physical efficiency
developed in this primitive or pioneer
society is not the type of physical efficiency
best suited to mcdern needs. A prograrome
of physical education designed to condition
man elong the lines of physical efficiency
best suited to modern néeds, has come to be
recogpised as necessary in our complex
modern society-

The acquisition and development of the
following skills and values are the principal
objectives of the physical education pros
gramme: (1) physical well-being and
organic growth; (2) the characteristics of
leadership; (3) sacial adjustment; (4) sofii-
cient skill to ensure esjoyment cf particie
pation in recreational activities; and (5) the
ethical values of honesty, fairplay, good
sportsmanship, and respect for the rights of
others.

Although no single programme is truly
representative of physical education in the
United States, a common philcsophy under=
Methods

and Great Dritain have all been modified
by demccratic influences in the United
Btates,

The American people have never whols-
heartedly accepted gymnastics and calis=
thenics as a complete programme of

- physical edacation. A broad programme of

activities, in which athlstics, as sash, have
Vi

a definite part, are felt to make a greater
coatribution to the principal objectives of
physical education outlined above. Calis-
thenics are ganerally used for *'warm.up”
purposes prior to a competitive game or
contest, The exercises form part of the
training of sports sush as baseball, football
and basketball, They are also wused fcr
corrective purposes when such correction is
of a remedial natare, To a limited extent,
calisthenics are employed for exhibition
purposes and for team competition,

Physical education in the United States
dates from the early 1820’s, when Charles
Beck and Charles Follen, political refugees
and members of the Germaa Turnverein,
came to the Unifed Btates, Follen became
the first gym instructor at Harvard Univer-
sity, and Beck, who joined the faculty of
the Round Hill School at Northampton,
Massachusetts, became the first teacher of
physical education in an academic second-
ary institution,

Swedish gymnastics were Lrought %o the
United States in 1883 by Hartvig Nissen, a
Norwegian, and were devesloped by Nils
Posse, a Bweds, who was a graduate of the
Royal Central Institate at Stockholm. The
latter established the Boston Normal School
of Gympastics, which became an outstand-
ing training centre for teachers of Swedish
gymnastics,

For years following the establishment of
the German and Swedish systems, there was
lively rivalry among the two schools. Ths
great growths however, of games and sports
merged this rivalry intoa more complete
programme, which made a greater appeal
to the American temperamens$, The rivalry
of the two systems, and their struggls for
recognition by education authorities and by
the general public, resuited in a valuable
study of the effects of exercises on the indi-
vidaal’s posture, on improved health and
fitness, and on improvement in form and
skill, The data were necessary for the
analysis of the fundamentals Involved inthe
games which were to form a large part of
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the new programme, = Moreover, the care.
fully organised teaching methods evolved,
followed pedagogical procedures to a point
which made physical training more readily
acceptable to faculties .and school boards,
As a resulr, physical education was incladed
In the curricala of schiools and collegess In
addition, the training ‘necessary to teach
thess programmes, and to. fill the positions
created by their acceptance, resulted in the
development of many good normal schools.

‘Foremost among societies formed to study'
snd extend information regarding physical '

education is the American Association for
the Advancement of Physical Education,
This asscciation was founded in 1885, ' The
purpose was to “awaken a wide and intelli-
, gent interest in physical education; to
acquire and disseminate knowledge concern-
ing it; to promcte such universal physical
. education as will provide well trained
teachers and secure adequate programmes
for the nation.”

Soon a Department of Physical Education
was established in the National Education
- Association (NEA) at Washington. The
NEA edited and published the Physical
Education Review.. This soclety has been
chiefly responsible for integrating, through-
out the United States, the many branches
of the profession of pbysical education in
- the schools and colleges. Under the auspices
of the NEA the Bociety of Directors of
Physical Eduncation in Colleges was formed.
- A similar society for pablio school directors
was formed and then a therapeutic sections
“+About the turn of the last century, sports
- became so popular that athletes were hired
and edncational standards of eolleges threat-

~ened.  Representatives of leading oolleges

~met in" 1905 to do something about the
~situation. As a resuli of this meeting, sports

. and formal physical education were brought

. closer together, _ It became the custom for
-~ muore snd more oolleges to appoint coaches
- of football and other sports who were college
- graduates and to admit teachers of physlcal
"~ education as full-time members of faculties.

- Btandards were set up by the College Phy-
. sical Education 'Association for. the -bétter -

. training’ of such instructors, In addition

€0 the'normal chools of physical eddoation;

g R

o

graduate departments were established in
many of the larger universities for the
giving of degrees of M.A,; and Ph.D, In
physical eduncation, Io practically all
colleges today, .physical education s a
required course for from one to four years,

Physical education in the public school
system is state-operated; it is an integral
part of esch state’'s system, 8ince no two
state systems are exactly alike, the pro-
grammes of physical education differ either
slightly or widely in each state,

As esrly as the 1805’s calisthenios were
introduced in the schools of numerous

cities, among them 8t. Liouis, Boston and .

Cincinnati, and by 1895 educational leaders

_agreed that a physical edacation programme’

was indispensable, :Interest in physical
education increased rapidly in the following
decade, especially during World War 1, and
by 1932-85 states had passed laws making
physical education compulsory in the publie
schools, . : ~

‘Incressing numbers of elementary schools

provide regularly scheduled = classes of
physical education, in which the basic skills
of wvarious games, sports and rhythmic
activities are demonstrated, taught and
practised, Physical education is required
of all pupils, Frequently, state-law makes
it mandatory, Itis usually faught by class-
room teachers with the help of speclally
prepared supervisors, although sometimes
physical education teachers are employed in
elementary schools, ,

Adequate playgrounds are necessary for -

outdoor physical education on the primary
school level, For indoor recreation, the

classroom is eatislactory for the kinder~

garten and fifst grade, but the other grades
should have a play-room. A mlnimum of
80 minutes daily should be given to physi-

- oal edacation. This time, which is eXclusive
" of recess and lunch period, should bedivided

into two periods of 15 minutes each for the

lower grades and taken as a single period, '
- devoted to sports, games, dances and other
_physical education activities, for the upper

elementary grades. .

" The consensus among physical educators
Is"that lnter-school sports should not be
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encouraged at the elementary level, The
Joint Committee on Athletic Competition
for Children of Elementary and Junior High
Bchool Age made public in December
1952, a three-year stundy of the physiologi-
oal, psychological, safety and economic
effects of competition on children, Accord-
ing to this report, a poll of medical men,
Including psychiatrists, produced opinions
that high.powered, competitive sports
events may have bad effects on an immature
child’s bedy and personality.

The committés urged support of intra.
mural activities, interclass compstitions,
sports days and play days, with an occasional
invitation game to climax the sports
seasom. : : '

Many secondary schools require a period
a day of physical education. Physical
educaters consider a board programme
which meets the needs of all pupils, prefer-!
Y4 le to a restricted curricnlum of football,
basketball, baseball and track. Dancing,
swimming, tennis, badminton, golf, bowling,
archery, skiipg, skating, wrestling and tum=
bling are finding their way into good physie
i:al elducation programmes at the high school

evel, ’

_ A partially coeducational physical educa~
tion programme featuring social and squara

dancing, is considered a desirable trend

leading to the formation of attitudes and
skills which carry over.into out-ofeschool
activities,

An intramural programme of sports and
atbletics, . including some or all of the
following, is generally conceded to be highly
desirable on the secondary school levels

badminton, archery, soccer, basketball:

volleyball, golf, swimming, hockey, bowl. -

ing, hiking, dancing, touch football, ete,

A programme of intérscholastic athletics,
featuring such highly cowmpetitive sports as
fgotball.‘ basketball, baseball and track,
gives skilful players an opportunity to
match their skiil against similar groups in
other schools. These contests contribate to
school morals,
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A joint commlttee of the National Asso.
ciation of Secondary School Principals and
the American Association for Health, Phy-
sical Education and Racreation, found:

. 1. Athletics are to be an integral part
of the secondary school programmae and
should receive financial support from tax
funds on the samse basis as other recog-
nised parts of the total educational pro-
gramme, As a part of the curriculam,
high.school sports are to bs conducted by
secondary-school authorities and all ins.
staction provided by competent, qualified,
and accredited teachars, so that sound
education aims may be achiaved, ’

2, Athletics are for the benefit of all
youth, The aim is maximum participation
—a sport for every boy and every boy
for ‘a sport—in a well-balanced intra-
mural and iaterscholastic programme
with emphasis on safe and hsalthfal
standards of competition.

3, Athlstics are to beconducted unier
rules which provide for equitable com-
petition, sportsmaanship, fair- play, health
anad safety. The youth must be protected
from exploitation and the dangers of
professionalism,

Intercolleglate athletics, with particalar
emphasis on football, have been a contro-
versial issue for some years, The bensfits
of these sports programmes, confined as
they are to a few specialists, have long been
questionad in some quarters,

However, it Is the evils that have
followed in the wake of over-smphasis,
rather than intercollegiate athletics as such,
that have been the farget of most of this
criticism: football and basketball ‘‘scholar-
ships” that bestow more than tuition and
beard; exiravagant publicity methods; un.
authorised use by gambling syndicatas of
the resalts of intercollegiate contests for
betting purposess etes

But even the critics acknowledge the
beneficial values of intercollegiate sports
divorced from these evils. Their aim is not
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to sbolish intercollegiale sports, but to
restore them to their rightful place in the
programme of physical education on the
collsgiate level—to make intercolleglate

sports one with all physieal edameation proe
jeots. whose parpose {t is to contribute “to

the normal growth and efficiend functioning -

of the human body,"

T —
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Under the Banyan Tree

By Sg1 D, Ks1SENAYYA, . Hindupur,

OW, let us sit for a while under the

spreadlog shade of the banyan tree of
ths Indian Republic, which represents the
very rich cultural heritage of the past,

From out of a tiny seed, this mighty tree
ol mystic wonder grows, snd so with our
deep $hought snd radiant eye on the
Dhnrma-phakra_, let us chslk ont s scheme
of education suitable to the aspirations of
our traditionsl glory,

Ours is a land of villages, and the
education suited to the villages is the back-
- boneof our educational system, Not even ten
- pee cent of the village school children creep
- up the ladder of Becondary Edacation, and
toitis our duty to see that the primary
- education is' right, bright and useful in
miking the children of tc-day into the
‘oitigens - of tomorrows List i%  also -be
- remembered $hat the responsibility of the
Indian citizen is very, very great, and so to_
~share this grave responsibility cheerfully
- and with - dignity, we have'to provide our
- ehildren with a sound system of education,

- . What then is that system of education ?
~Let me be 'brisk and brief. *Education is
* my birth-right’, said Gokbale—the founder
".of the national system of education, long,
long ago. . But, - all iour children are not
edacated even now. Not even ten per cent

fthem, Bome of them, educated in the
eneral sense, lapse into illiteracy for want
facilities in the form of free village
braries : for. all.” Reading, writing and

of the triangle of education, Plenty of play-
grounds we should cartainly have for the

sound devrlopment of the physical frame

of children by means of games snd sports
for all, To develop the sense of the sublime
and beautifa!, arts hke drawing, painticg,
‘music, dsncicg acd the like must be freely
tapght at lesst in the primary form, Schools
must be provided with tiny spots for school
gardens to study plant life. As our children
are only a part of the children all tne world

over, they must be given a glimpse iato-

the life of the children of other lands, so
"that our children may cheerfully enjoy the
joys snd sorrowz of the children of the
world, That we are in a little portion of
the mighty world, we should never forget,
and the children must be taught that they
are the growing citizens of the world and
that they should act in such a spirit and
attitnde. / Under Bocial Studies, enough of
opportunities the children should find for
service towards their brothers and sisters of
the mother couatry and the world in
general, List the children copy the lives of
such leaders as Tagore, Mahatma, Nehrn,
Rsjen Babu, Radhakrishnan and the like in
keeping aloft - this beloved national flag of
ours, whioh ever advocates Service, Daty,
Love, Bacrifice, Patience, Truth, Ahimsa,
-Liearning and'the like, s

Liet our children learn by this system of
education, the arh of true and mnoble living
by which we march to Heavea after fally
.enjoying the bliss of life here as an econo-
_mie unit of a society doing our work in the
most useful way, - o

w
. y

The Present

Avyag, Tirupputhur.”, \
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By SrI V: SBANKARA

THE present day pupils never ocare for
their studies, They come to school and
go ont as people do in a cinema or drama

" theatre. They purchase tickets (school fee

receipts) for beoches in the school theatre
(class-room), They bear something there
and go out. In this way, they while away
their time, till they reach the sixth form, The
real difficulty for them begins only bere.
They have spent thus at least eleven years—
five in the primary school, three in the
middle school, and another three in the high

“schocl--without much effort,

Now the passport to sit for the 8.7.L.C.
examination too can be got very easily. The
students scraps through their class exami-
nations with least effort and succeed 10
resching the sixth form somshow, ready 0
sit for the Pablic Examination. In my
thirtyfive years’ experieace as teachsr and
clerk and Bupervisor of Elementary Scheols
in the Government Eduacational Depart-
ment, I find that pupils begin tc study oznly
when an examination stares at them, They

- never care for their lessons throughout the

year, But most of the pupils begin to work
hard for some days only before the exami«
nation, without even taking rest at pightse

80, the majority of the pupils get very
low marks and are unable to get a passin
the public examinatioa~2a account of thetc
easy-going ways for the past eleven years,
though they have studied the proverb,
' Rome was not built in & day’s T'ney come to
realise their fault only after going through
the marks they get 1n thewr certiticate

_ books,

Now, in the re-organised scheme of

education, there is much scope to train the
pupils to become good -and valuable citizsns
of our couatry, I'he school work, generally,
can be divided into academis and prasucal
gessions, yet both of them have to be taught
simultaneousty o the new scnaine. |

Education is hereafter not a passpart for

* | goverauent decvice, bat a preparatary caurda
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for life, Education. shoukl make everyods,

learn how to earn one’s livetihood; god -
maintain one’s family in a “decént mannet
without infringing other’s rights; ™ "A” large
majority of the pupils edacated in the
schools will have to stay in the villages.
They may become sagriculturists, traders,
accountants, or officers in some dapartment.
Our pupils should be made to realise this
stern fact of life that there are no easy jobs
for thewmn at the desk in an office. A clear
nnderstanding of this fact will enable them
to cast off their listlessnsss, and the appare
ent atmless character of our educational
system will then sesm to them purposefal
and enable every person to take his or her
due place ia the complex modera world.

The training of character while youag is
very 1mportant, Giving more weight to
this poiat 10 miad, our ancestors sent their
children from their seventh year to the
teacher’s hoase to bs uader the full com-
maad of the guru. The pupile'too had very
great regard for their gurus and they
implicitly obeyed them without asking them
irreverent questions. After the advent of
the Huropsans, the system has completely
changed, and the pupils are allowed to do
according to their wiil and pleasure. *The
falure of she present Indian educatioaal
system to train character has otten been
criticized and with juskice’”, says the Reperé
on Indian Constitutional Reforms. It 1s only
when the minds of the pupils are tender
and impressionable that sowething for this
can be accomplished, [he main aimof a
teacher is o train the formamnon of right
habits while carrying on regular teaching,

Acquiring literacy is to utilise our powes
to enable usto live a better lifs both in
work and in enjoyment during leisure
bours. So each and every pupil must be
made to leatn to help others and receive
belp from others; 8s all humac proklems
¢an be solved by friendship, social {eeling
and qo-operation : :
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The joy that comes o
duty, service to humanity, votion

habits, its selfishness,
tflotheq it with humanism,
77y will pever become extinct, and

makes us forget the worries and angxieties,

) : and self-f -
tmlg enthusiasm for a cause, i: th:r%::l
culture that cleanses our mind of all its bad
greed and fear, and
This kind of

THE EDUCATIONAL REVIEW

to If our nation has

towards ifs progress,

T
here are many persons who feel very will prosper,

bappy and attain self.f
-for
they do service to others, gettalness

To achieve this end i |
40 selections f
ﬁahgu.)ns, the Ithihasas., the Pura::;ntzl;
pamshads; kthe Koran, the Bible etc
8&en and books pmblished in
%asy style to be taught in classes everydalyx:
b 13 subject will surely serve to draw the
ention of the pupilfrto the essential unity
[ he ideal of univers
:;gthe_rhood 1s expounded by the pmp};'eitzsl fe
saints of different religlons, They com-

3 h i
and bliss as well as for the Well-beinagpgﬁ?zs:

should be

of all the religions,

mand us to pray for ons’s own

en‘tire kingdom of life,

wheén

boot, cigar ete,
th_e‘class room,
pupils are not

our scholastic days,

I bave tried to(analyse some of the salient
atares of the ' present day pupils and
i\;elntured to suggest a few remediss for their

provement, Therefore, my friends, let

us all discharge our daties with God and

‘consclence as witness, Jai Hind !

‘Educational Notes

How to Write Letters—A Short Cut to Kee
in Good Repair
Couuuntoarzp By Rao Samms T. N.

WHY Is it so difficult for some to write

8 few short words on i
8 piece of
fi:%?:;i—ghyv do some hate writingp letter(s)?
tooink 1 k00w, We have been taught that
er-writing is a formal thing, like making
ones willy that letters must be written on
?txoper paper, with stately salutations and
t: ::;ﬁ%@“:“ tlmdmgs. We have been made
at a letter—even to an old frie
or a pear relative—~has to b oty
- - N N - e a
igtesxlst‘u‘m.::Othe):wxse the person who re::z‘in:?s/
1t will conclude -that we do' not know the
: ?pleg of polite sccial bebaviour,
~~Two other reasone, I beii '
f 1 believe, w
- shudder at the thought of - writin’g -ahlyet;::
of anything to say";

' ud(ﬁ) “Who stole my pen?" "It isall

~ active ' military service,

ping your Friendships

8. RAGHEAVACHARL &, T/zbmas Mouht.“

nonsense, Consider Rubard Ar .

I1s a prolific writer of light v‘:ros:f'is%:
: and trg i

as -a le_cturer-obviously. a bl‘::)]'s pv::ggllzy
Yet he is a [faithfal regular corresponden£
wh_o turns out an average of a doze
written messages a day o friends and busit-,
_Dess acquaintances. I say “written messages”
bgcause he seldom writes letters. Hegh
discovered the post card! He Knows }(118
seldgm has anytbicg to say that can't be
put in less than 100 words, and he pepq :
ally. keeps within 20. No greeting;’n::(;
closingt  Just: *Good to see you last week.
Kath!een and I leaving for San Ftancisco‘
tomorrow, Agent likes my new book. Cal

you L@nday Whea we return. Dick”, Ng

to t;ke a right step
eac
should be interested in thea;gli:’izgrﬁf (tjgg
?:;xcfm; Th.e'people. especially the pupilg—
leadeg ure citizens—should kaow who theip
o § are and how they lead them, They
8 oul.d-ﬁnd out a proper leader and shoyald
tmplicitly obey him, Then only ths conatry

We are Indians. g | i

We | ; and we will h :

zgamtmn the Indian modes of Iiviu?zn;(t’
e European style of liviag and nsing hat,
When we teachers eater

we feel that the present day

as af:entive or pai i
: t painstaking
or obedient and self-reliant ag we were i;

i
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terary pretensions. Ju
ost card, but how effective!

The novelist and humourist, Homer Croy,
: a famous letter writer, His letters seldom
un to more than a dozen words, He undere
tands the fundamental fact of friendship:
.ou must share your experiences, He often
crawls his lines on the backs of letters that
eople have written to bim. A recent
xample;—*Cam! I saw Dale yesterday
.nd we mentioned your name. Favourably,
co, H,C”. Just12 words. He had been
o an old friend .and they had talked about
pe. He knew that Icould read between
he lines of his casual greeting much that
1e did not need to say. 1 turned the letter
sver and there was a nota from a magazine
.ditor accepting & story Croy had written..
it mentioned the price also. Croy had let
me look over his shounlder, had shared an
sxperience with me. Apybody can do the
;ame, My auot once sent me & receipted
bill for her new hat which had cost her ten
guineas. On the zeverse side she wrote
» Whee!” How much more eloquent and
exciting that one word than 8 or 9 pages
abont aunt Margaret’ssinus, her withering
flowers, or her reasons for mnot having
written sooper. I got 8 job once, through
en one-word letter. 1 had called several
times on the late Mr, W.C. Dowd, a news-
paper publisher of the Charlotte News, but
he had no vacancy. Three months later
from snother town I wrote to him:

Dear Mr, Dowd,
Yes?
Sincerely
Cameron 8hipp.

Mr, Dowd engaged me, appaténtly believing

that brevity might be a good thing ina )

reporter.

Business letters are a special department
and a big one. Experts are cleaning up the
correspondence of mapy corporations, elis
minating hackneyed phrases and encourage
ing informality. Thers is even a movement
afoot to delete the absurd *Dear”s Why,
indeed call a man ‘‘dear’’, when you are
about to complain that his company bas

Just 25 words on a been ne '
anybody ‘‘dear” except your wife?

body is the letter of condolence.
hardest of all to write,
the rule of brevity applies.
write a

¢'tribate” or an epitaph.
your own shock and amazzment, And don't

0 over board about Religion or God. Your
friends’ religious preachers will express all

that better than you can, .
of condolence I ever received said merely :

5%
gligent with your order? Why eall

Onae type of letter which troubles every~

It is the
but bere especially
Don't try to
1€ peantifal” letter or inscribe a
Don't describe

The best letter

“You know how sorry I am. Isthere any-
thing I can do?” There is not much more

that anybody can say-

To sum it all up, here are a few simple
rules about letter writing:—(1) Ba brief,
(2) Offer a piece of news or enclose some-
thing such as a newspaper cutting, that will
interest your friends, (3) Doa't try to show
off your literary ability. Even literary
people seldom write “literary” lotterss (4)
Forget the book of etiguette. Be informal,
spontansous, even unconveational Be {unny,
if yon can, but doa’t try too hard. (5) Write
atleast a few lines everyday. There is
always a pencil in the house: there’s no law
requiring you to use pen and ink only. (6)
Use post cards liberally, They arve the
greatest advaace in cheap communlcation
since the smoke sigoal. (7) Start now.

(Camefon Shipp in Christian Science Monitors)

REMEMBER

FOR
Washing your Valuable Clothes

Bar 555 Soap
Washes White & Bright
with less Labour

Agents i — P.S. GHOSE
182 M. §. P, C. Lane,
North Bantra, BOWRAH-17.




HOW Students Feel about Education ?

(From a Correspondent)

Bome time ago Shri Jawaharlal Nehru,
the Prime Minister of India, said that the
days of old leaders like him were numbered,

. that the future was inthe hands of youth,
but that he was pained to find growing iadise
cipline among the countrys youth; parti-
cularly the student commanity., If indis-
cipline continued for long, he would have

to think seriously if it would be better to

close educational Institutions, The B:A.
. and M.A, degrees did not matter much;
what mattered was the knowledge and
wisdom a student acquireds He regretted
that the standard of education had gone
down very much and he felt that the
country would nct progress, unless first

rate men were produced by educanonal ‘

institutions.

Taking the above remarks as a basis of

epquiry and with a view to find out the -

teuth, the Educational Academy of Socio-
logy, lndcre, conducted a survey to assess
the mental obange in the attitudes of the
younger generation between the ages of
16 to 22, mostly high school and colleve
-stadents (boys and girls).

A questionnaire was prepared by Mr.
--Waman Rao, B. A, B. T, L.E.S,, the
Director of the Academy. Firstly, he
invited a group of twenty studsats and
" tested them, Having got himself satisfed
about .the results achieved by his questions,
he sent this batch of twenty students to
test their colleagues and bring in the
. resuliss - In this way he formed five bate
~.ches of twenty students, most of whom
-~ .were under-graduates who tested more
- than 2,000 students. KEnough time and
. latitude were given: to candxdates to apswer
: tha questxons.

It is a-good sxgn that the oandidates
_f,,tesponded willingly, though some of the
. Answers were late in comiag., Centres of
"'tesung ‘varied from big educatxonal cities
. to smaller centres, L

The B, A. 8, is p:esenting to the nation

t3- analysis- of the ptemhng duappomt-' nty deg:ees.

ment in the student community, in partis
cular, to the educators of the country,
It is a very insignificant attempt for want
of adequate finances, baut the results got
are astounding enough to make one think
seriously over the problem, Strange, it
might seem to many, that the remarks of
our worthy leadez and Prime Minister,
deserve consideration, for he has felt the
pulse rightly in thinkirg of closing the educa~
tiopal instituticns, For tbecountry does not
require clerks, who helped the Britishers
then in their administrative task. Now,
the nation is in need of stropg men with
original capacities of thiaking aod acting:

The {ollowing are: the observations of

the E.A.Ss from the tests of the studentsi—

(1) Educational reform was long dua in

regard to ths methods of examinations and
the curriculum of studies. It was an urgent -

matter since independence; but nothing has
been done in this direction; oo the otner’
haud, the old system with old values is still
continuing, which is a misfit with modern
ideas and valnes.

" (2) The counttys leaders failed to tap
and catch the first spirit of enthusiasm of

the younger generation just after ths

achievement of freedom towards construct-

ive channels or failed 1n giviog a gatise

factory. ontlet (idealism) to the aspirations
ot the youtb,

(3) Undernourishing diet, (4) No equalisa-
tion of educational opportanities. Tha
schools are laying too much stress on the
subjects rather than on the pupils; The
present school carriculam 15 ¥ sub]ect-
centered"”, instead of being “child-centered”.
(5) The - studeats distilke the present
system of education which Is making them
‘most obedient servants’s but when there
is pno alternative they are following it

“unwillingly: (6) Lhe nation cugat to change
* the false_valuas atticaei to the Uaiver.
Oac eduuators have stani-

AUSTRALIAN BUSH SCHOOLS \ b5

ardised tho educstlonal products of the
schoola rather than individualized them.
(7) Finally, the present frustrative attitude
is a patural resction to the social behavi-
our of the nstion during the struggle of
freedom in the past, In short, It is the
gum total ol past experiences,

I3

The E.A.8. dasires that the nation onght
to try and guide its educational poliey so
that the preseat disconteat may disappear.
Drives and motives of the younger genera-
tion cannot be nsglected; this aspsct of
the problem of thwarted desires is the
primary cauis of conflicts and disorders,

| AuStralian Bush Schools

,
COUNTRY 8CHOOL

BUSH schools all over Australia have this

in: common, These tiny oukgosts of
education form the centre cf sccial life for
small communities which sometimes have
no other cenire, not even a church ora
store.- They are nsually one-teach:r schools
having a roll of from 12 to 22 pupiis of all
ages from kindergarten to 14. DMostly they
have cne room.

There thesimilarities end and the schools
divide themselves inoto two types—the
schools in the fertile areas that produce
most of Anstralia’s rural weslth, and those
in the sparsely populated dry country waere
they run one shesp or bullcck to so wany
acres.

As on example of the former let us have
a close lock at a school in the south.eastern
corner of Queensland, This is fairly rich
conntry and produces dairy products, maize,
lucerne, potatoes, citrus fruoit, pigs and
softwood timber. It is picturesque mountain
country, warm and dry in the winter, hot
aod humid in the summer with occasicnal
heavy thunderstorms, DMost of the people
of the district ars farmers.

The school bmldmg is at a orossroads,
It is built of wood, is square and stands on
high piles, 80 that there is plenty of air
circulating underneath which kesps the
bmldmg cool in summer, It has a front and
side verandah, =~ Qatsido are playsheds,
under which classes are held in hot weather
and where children can eat their lunches
and play games.

By Naxoy Caro axp E. M. Exgrasp.

There is a tack for drioking aad for
watering the garden, outhouses, aad a yard
in whicn ths ponies which the childrea ride
to school, graze daring lesson time,

A dentist calls during the year, and
religicus jas:cruction is given by lozal padras,
All 1ostractioa is {ree and compulsory,

YOUNG TEACHER

The teacher is a young woman, Her
trainiog has not long bsen complated, and
this is her first country posts As well as
taking over the control of several lively
children,she is now adjusting herself to a
totally new way of life, She is city bred
and her home up to now wss in a Brisbane
suburb, close to shops, and she travelled to
the city by tram, She was used to working
with many other teachers, her work was
crganised for her, and when she studied at
home at night, she worked under a strong
electric light,

But the moment shs reached her new
quarters, aroom in & farmhouss near the
school, she was thrown on her own re.
sources, Her pupils looked to her for
guidancs, she is a pivot round which the
system revolves. But she soon came to
know the children individually, and each
presented his or her own problem,

For recreation she plays tenais, swims in
the nearby pool, listens to radio programmes,
rides, walks, and reads, Thera are often
dances at the school, or at some distant hall
or somebody’s bara, Bometimes she visits
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the nearest township 10 miles away ona
Saturday morning, with the farmer and his
. family.

But she has long holidays to which she
can look forward, and as sheis very busy
snd absorbed with her work, time passes
very quickly for her, ‘

The syllabus takesin the three R’s, to
which are gradually added history, geogra~
phy, grammar, including Latin roots, draw-~
ing, singing, and physiology. Classes are
graded from Infants to Grade VII, when
the pupil qualifies to. enter a secondary
school, By this time pupils are 13 or 14
years cf age. Bometimes they are a little
older because many bush children do not
begin school until they are six or seven,
as they have to come such a long distance
each day.

SCHQOL LIBRARY

OUTBACK SCHOOL

More rugged is the scene and life in the
sparsely seitled country further outbacks
Hers the school teacher has to be a man of
parts—a bushman who can find his way
over lonely tracks, a mechanio who can fix

his own car, a naturalist so that he canat -

least seem to know more than his pupils

. about the strange reptiles and insects they

bring for him to examine, and a good shot,
so that he can keep spakes away from his

" home, shoot wild goats that threaten his

garden, and vary the outback menu with
roast rabbit and jugged hare.

It falls upon him to be tha reader of

thought and the seftler of arguments in the .

community, and on his wife to bathe leader

of society. But the leaders of thought and

society in these unconventional conditions
are frequently unconventional in appear=
ance. The school teacher, going ont shoot.

. ing after school, is & casual figure in khaki

In the school library are the books which
the pupils read during lunch and are some-
times allowed to take home. Favourite
tales are those of adventure and derring-do,
Bush lives are uneventful, so children
demand that their book.herces wade up to
the neck in excitement. .

There is not much organised sport, but
the children practise eagerly jumping acd
footracing, particalarly as the date for inter-
school- sports approaches. Bush children
excel in these sports, and often win events
from teams from larger schools,

At some bush schools thers are aboris
ginal children sitting among white; and
quite often there are half.castes, Many of
- the latter are alert, often pretty, and quick
at lessonss In the playgrouad all play
_happily together, -and most of the dark
- children are clean and well behaved. -

. Bush children like school. They cherish
- pleasant memories of it,

5 : £ _A'ttehda'nce, is usually regular. - For one
<" thing the esseatial number on the roll bhas

> be maintained, and for another, bush
aothers are particalarly anxioas to have

helz ohildren well-informed, . .

drill trousers and on open-neck shirt, an old "
folt hat and a pipe; his wife wears a print

frock and a sunhat, :

For a typical school of the far outback

we will look at a small weatherboard build.
ing, dull brown outside, cheerful with chalk
drawings and a small fireplace inside, set in

a stony hollow among native pines, and

with a magnificent view of blue peaks all
round. ,

porth of Adelaide, Sonth Anustralia, where
farmhouses and the homesteads of sheep
stations are widely scattered, for the ccuntry
will not support a close conceantration either
of stock or people, and suffers from recur-
ring droughts,

- It is prolific in tiny Bush schools. Further
south there are large Area Schools to which
the children from surrounding districts are
transported by school bus, Farther north
the children of station-owners, bore-sinkers,
drovers and - prospectors are taught by
private tutors or by correspondence. ’

'DIFFERENT GRADES
The task of the teacher is not am easy

one, even if he has only one schools For

Itis in the Flinders Ranges, 250 miles °

&= “A GOOD TEACHER
CAN MAKE VERY GOOD USE OF THEM."

- The only books
that follow the plan for the
revised Syllabus of English.
MARTIN'S

. A FIRST-STEP
" GRAMMAR AND COMPOSITION

" Pages, 176. (end Edition.) Price, Re. 1-4.

A SECOND-STEP
GRAMMAR AND COMPOSITION

Pages, 216. (Illustrated.) Price, Re. 1-8.

Grammar is usually considered a “dry as dust” subject. But thesga’h»{o little
books do make Grammar interesting and they sustain throughout the pupil’s mtere;st
in the subject and keep it alert: The importance of co-relating Grammar with
Composition at every stage is a further distinct feature of these books.

This is what Education of Lucknow writes of these iwq textbooks in its issue

- dated the 8th July, 1950:— . :

“'These two textbooks are written by the well-known autho.r.Mr. . Martin and
published by the weli-known publishers of Grammar and Composilton books Messrs,
K. & J. Cooper. Martin and Wren are names which can be depended upon for grammar
and composition books, These books follow a plan for the revised syllabus of English, In
the First-Step there are three sections. Section A deals with Parts of Speech; Section B

' with some. details about noun and verb and Section C with oral and written illustrated

composition. In the Second-Step there are four sections. Seetion A dealing with different

kinds of Parts of Speech ; Section B with different forms of Parts of Speech ; Section C

with Sentences ; and Section D with Composition.

*“ There are plehtyy of exercises at the end of each lesson, which are interesting.
The books are sure to ba of great help to beginners in English, ' A good teachsr can maks

very good use of them.” . .

Would the Headmasters give a trial to the above textbooks -
. and convince themselves of their usefulness ?
T ALSO PUBLISHED i

A THIRD-STEP GRAMMAR AND‘COMPOSITION
, Pages, 868, Price, Rs. 2-8.

K. & J. COOPER - PUBLISHERS - BOMBAY, 4
" - Sole Selling Agents for South Indig:-- : -
The Christian Literature Society for India, Park Town, Madras.
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thongh his school Is never: ‘numerieally

' large, every child is likely to be in a differ-
ent grade snd at a different stage of learn-
ing. All must have indlvidual attention
Instead of being lumped into a clase,

Let us take the case of one of these
tcachers, typical of the young men who are
doing this important work In the outback,

" He is marrled, and has two small child.
ren; his wife was a city girl, vnused to
hardships. If he had been single he would
have boarded at a farmhouse, but as it is
he must get what accommodation he can,
He rents a small five-roomed house for five
shillings a week,

It has an almost flat roof, and stone walls,
It is primitive, bu$ has its compensations.
The living is cheap; they keep s flock of
goats for milk, make their own bread, and
the menu is supplemented by shooting,

A mile away is a railway siding, where
mail and stores are left by the weekly train,
and where the school building is situated, -
A slding is usually a small $in shed set in
the middle of nowhere, Two miles down
the line there is & group of railway work-
men’s cotiages, each fitted with a kerosene
refrigerator by the Government, '

- Three children come from the cottages;

another from asheep and wheat farm nearer

the ranges, riding to school each day on an.

" old pony. That makes only. four children,

and  because the other two pupils have

.. dropped ouvt—they come some distance

-~ " from o sheep station and have now gone to
. the city to -boarding school—the school -

. :should have been closed. - But the mothers

- petitioned for ib to be kept open, so- the

~ teacher runs two schools at once. Every

,‘ - other week he drives 50 milés to  another

. part of the ranges, where there is another
. school . with only " three pupils, leaving a
- week’s work prepared for the' children at

. bis first school to complete at home,

 boi the ‘children are Inclined - 6. slack on'
the week “when teacher's away™, ¢ = - -

. BTUDENT. TEACHER ~ ;% -
Tha teacher is himself studying at night
fo. a"degree,_ and be and his

The. .
- mothers aresupposed to superyise the work, -

is wife both, get -

any books they wand from the Adelalde
- Public Libracy,  Through the countrye
lending servica they can send for the books
they want, and they come, three at a time,
by rail to the siding. Their Interest in the
unique racs of Australian aborigines
being stimulated by the full-bloods and
balf-castes in the districs, they are reading
anthropology and ethnology, On pieaics
around their home they look for and fre-
quently find, artefacts left by vanisked
tribes; chips of stone, flint knives, - spear-
hlead flakes and adzes about the old camp
-sltes, :

The nearest town is Hawker. It has an
efficient general hospital and a resident
doctor, The teacher’s wife had her second
baby here, and the doctor had her coms to
hospital a week early and wait there for its
arrival. Among the patients at the same

. time was a little native girl; brought down

from further nortb, who had rolled by night
into one of the fires which the blacks light
to keep themselves warm, She cried day
and night at the strangeness of the . white
faces and clean white beds around her,

VISITS TO TOWN =

The teacher and his family may drive
into Hawker abont once & month for shop~
ping expeditions; they visit Adelalde about
once a year, The children thrive on goats’
milk and plenty of sun, and on the whole
they think it is a good life, though they will
be glad "when' their father has only one
school again and can stay home all the
time, "© . - ‘ , ,
In drought 'time it is a hard country for
man and beast. Precious bits of garden

-wither and dis, every bit of water nsed in '
the house has to be counted ; starving stock
. stand lstlessly about the yards, waiting for

thelr next handout of dry fodder; heaps of
rotting wool that was once fine sheep dot
the landscape, and nothing is left aliva on
the stony plateaux but a few orows;’even
the rabbits, which usually far outnumber

_everything else, are dead.

ERE 3

.. But: alter the first rain a thin film of

green appears at once, and with the natural

resiliency of the Australian soil the land -

ohanges ita aspeots. and in & moath or two,

IR

.is thick with waving spear-grass and covered

e ~ BOOK REVIEWS

i d to
the soil changes from bare re
lgorﬁx; and then to gold as the long grass
dies, and gradnally bleachesto white,

with wild flowers whe_te blue butterflies
dance. - i

bits and the galahs (¢mall pink-
bt'eral::e;alzockatoos) miraculously return,
the wide water courses become dry ag;m
except for cccasional rockholes, and sn;l; es
become numerous. The people who ;:e
lived there all their lives do not w;!s g
Jeave; there is no monotony, even thoug
there are only two seasons in _the ye?lr—-fb
that of clear skies, heat a:nd flies, an Tl?
clear skies, cold and white f{osts. 5 8
solours of the peaks are chapging all day
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They hand on through the bad times,

cursing the weather, cursing the cou;;?;;
but waiting for the ram that thei'ld ov
will ccme at last. Where there are ; i rar;
there -are schools, and where there

schools the teachers go, with ouxlr iI:em;:leixs:
and his plucky wile (whose ambto:: o
to retire to some well-watered spoﬁt)a d
grow flowers for pleasgre and pro 'ho
make life a little easier for those W
live and work in the outback,

Book Reviews

XV INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON
Puerioc Epvoariox ConvENED BY UNESCO
‘aND THE l.B.E, PROCEEDINGS Am?
RECOMMENDATIONS. Paris, UNEsCO3
GENZVA, INTERNATIONAL BUREAU OF
EpucaTioN, PuBLicATIOR No, 143, 1952,
140 -Pp, B, Swiss 4.

"The problem of women’s —accass to
education constituted the first item on the
sgenda of the XV International Confer=
ence on Public Edacation which was held
&t Geneva, in July 1952, at the headquarters

- of the International Bureau of KEdacation,
and which for the first-time in the history
of these Conferences appointed a woman as
chairman, +This question aroused great
interest not only among eduqatxgnlsts, but
also among women's organisations. An
acconnt of the discussion dealing with thlf

 question; in which the delegates of the b
countries represented at the Conference
took part, as well as the text of the recom-
mendation addressed to the Ministries of

Education, will be found in this volume.

The recommendation contains 87 clauses

_* grouped nnder six headings as follows: (1)

studies and plans to - facilitate .women's
access to education ; (2) general measures
- concerning all types of education; (3) mea=
" sores. concerning fundamental education;
(4) measures concerning vocational educas
tion; (5) measures concerning higher edu-
- cation} and (6) measures concarning edupa-
. tional staffs, The text of the recommeandation

.'“on the teaching of natural science in. second«.

{ views which
hools and the exch_a.nge ¢ )
;?e;cs:ded the vote on this recommendation,

are also given in this volume.

Sr1-BEASAYA. TATPARYA-SARA, By SR;
M. O. 8. I¥ENGAR, B.E, A M.1.E., DerUT :
Caier ENGINEER; SOUTHERN BAmwus.
CopIZS CAN BE HAD OF KUMAR & Sons.
LANSDOWNE BUILDINGS, M?_soam. PAGE

111, Price Re 1,

As is well known, the standatdvclggrfagi
the Visishtadvaita school of the Ve lanta 1o
Sri Ramanujacharya’s commentgry 0 the
o Sutms’l‘v;!hic; %0:: gg&f v:it; fundsa-

- Bhashya. e Sutr :
ir;xfal prgblems of m ataphgsi};:sd i?dt ezl:so
with interpretations of I}panxslathe verg;
o upfonhas amh::ﬁxz:s;arieg on them

: of the case, }
2:‘;2:: from the reader an_amount ofllea:lx;e
ing which is the possession of ;};x Zh‘ be
scholars, fThe style of the Snt-tha th;t
as pointed out by the authors 0 keso ost
authoritative trapslation of the W{)f So fax
brought out in English, Prof, M. Ranga-
charya and M, B. Varadaraja Iyengv ! e
severely argumentative and cofx,troIn thi;
apd it is also {echnical and terse.8 Ny
small volume under review, | 1;1 tl:xe o

Iyengar has sought fo acqumnh he Ly

Kannada-speaking pn?alt!c:1 o;v;thc; memeumry.
i Ramanuja’s

g?fhes;lethod toll]owad is that ot_t ;e%;ct{gg

the most importaat toplcs dealt Wi
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work, snd ezpounding them in simple

language without indulging in too many. -

quotations or making use of technical words
and- phrases tco liberally, In the result we
have a neat little work which conveys the
basic principles of Visishtadavaits, a3 ex-
pounded in the Sri-Bhashya, in simple,
dignified and lucid Kanuada prose. All

students of religion and philosophy whose

mother-tongue is Ksnnada are certain to
find the work both Interesting and instruo-
tive, '

The value of the book is enhanced by a

.prefaca from the. great Visishtadavaita

scholar of Mysore, Sri Jaggu Venkatacharya
of Melkote, and a portrait of 8ri Ramanuja.
/

Editorial

ONCE again teachers’ strikes seem to be
in the alr. They are already golng on in
Uttar Pradesh. Inour own

Teachers’ state, alded elementary
Strikes school teachers io Malabar

: have issued a strike notice to

the authorities concerned. The causes for
strikes and for threats of strikes are well
knowo., Teachers have been the worst
sufferers from the icflationary economy
which rose during the war and which bids
fair to remain with us for a long time to
come, The peasant and the labourer,
~ whether skilled or unskilled, improved
- their position; Big capitalists reaped huge
profits. The middle class was hit hard, and
the teacher who belongs to its lower ranks,
hit particularly hard, There is no use
blinking the fact that very little has been
_-done to improve the lot of the teacher in
the last few years, Inadequate finance has

- stood in the way: but the teacher wonders
why it has not stood in the way of the
railway or ‘the postal employee equally
stropgly. He has begun to feel that he has

. been too polite and softspoken and that the

only language thatthe paymasier under-
- stands is that of noisy demounstration, viclent

agitation and strikes; This conclusion may
" be—and one hopes that it Is—wrong. Bat
_it is there in the psychological background.
- The only answer - to it i3 a substantial im-

‘provement in the living " conditions of the -
e | Universities. This may introduce a far-’

~teacher, - -

.+ It-is good news that Rajaji has promised
- to -look personally into the -conditions of
employment ' and "tenure, - ‘He. bas also
“undertaken' to see Iater on what can be

eans that the. whole_ sabjest will teceive

-the 23rd March :

. done with”regard to . remuneration. This

expert attention, Even while giving these
undertakings, Rajaji made an analysls of the
situation marked by his penetrating vision
and glfted common sense. He traced the
malpractices of managements about which
complaints had been made, to competitive
undercutting by teachers themselves. The
way in which he is seeking s solution may

be seen from the following statements in

his speech to the Liegislative Assembly on
“I think that we will
have to provide that no one ocan be dismis-
sed unreasonably. I think we .should also

provide that in employiog teachers undue-

infinence should not be exercised to enable

“the private management to cut down the

legitimate salaries which are due to the

teachers.” ‘Reforms on these lines will be

welcome even without any increase in the
remuneration of teachers, But that should
not entail the indefinite postponement of
the problem of securing a living wage for
the teachers - We trust that Rajaji, who last

'year provided educational facilitias for

teachers’ children, will apply his mind to a
radical solution of the question of improv-
ing the living conditions of teachers,

According to press reports, the Mysore
Education Committee has recommended an

extension - of the sohool

- course from 11 to 12 years,
to be followed by a degree
ccurse of two years at the

Mysore
‘» Reforms:.

reaching reform In our school and univer-

sity objectives. The Committee’s recom.

mendation seems to envisage education up

“to the present Intermediate standard at the

end of the school course, . That will mean

‘that at theend of the echool course, the-

EDITORIAL o8

.
L]

‘student will be fres to enter any profes-
slonal college or to seek employment. Oaly
a few will care to pursue their degree
courses in arts and science colleges: These
will probably consist cf those who ara
anxicus to do research work, would-be
teachers, those secking culturs and €0 0
The Mysore proposal tbus promises to pro-

vile s way out for the overcrowding at the
usiversities—espacially overcrowding by

‘those oot qualified to benefit from usiver-

sity education.
The prepssal deserves carefnl considera-
tion, and we are sure that meuch will be
ecard of it after the Report is published and
thrown into the arena of public discussion,
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3 IN 1 TEXTBOOK
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Madame Montessori

By Smt T. G. N, IYENGAR, B.se,, Mysore.

T was only last year, on May Gth, that the
world lost a great educationist in Dr,
Maria Montessori.. 8he was nearly 82 years,
when she passed away in a village (Noor=
vidsak) in Holland. -8he was born in a
village by name Charevila in Italy in the
year 1870, She was intellectually strong
apd brilliant from her younger dayss S8he
tock an aotive par$ during a period of
political changes in Italy, and she was the
first jady to take the Doctor’s degree, As a
doctor, she rendered greal service to the
women’s world and also fought for the rights
of women., - She was a representative in
the women's world organisation many a
time,

It was in 1900, that Dr, Maria Montes-
sori came into clcse contact with feeble-
minded children, and she felt that they
needed more education than medical treat-
ment, Therefore she founded a school for
defectivess The study of psychology (which
Is called the bandmaid of edneatios) and
social authropology helped her for the
concrete observation of child development,
In Rome, she started a Kindergarten schoc!,
and her aim wszs $0 see that it was a model
centre for training teachers, The Montessori
method is an example of play-way in
education, which was advocated by Cold-
well Cock. It is now empluyed all over the

~world, and her bock regarding her system

has been translated into 15 langusges,
LIX—4-1 ‘

It has been said that the death-knell of
class teaching has been rurng and that the
lady who tolled the bell is considersd to be
Madame Montessori, Her system is the
extreme examgle of individaal icstruetion,
and it is advocated that a directress should
be responsible for only 45 pupils, Sense-
training i3 most emphasised in the
Montessori system; Everything is autoe

‘education ; silence and discipline are gslf.

imposed and self-learnt, 8o, it ia stressed
that s2nse.educstion should be auto-ednca=
tion, In this way, Madame Montessori
opened the eyes of she aducational world.

The three cornsr-stones of her system
are the development of personality seass.
training aad fr:edom; Sae invented a
didactic apparatus for sense-traiming, and
emphasis was laid on physical training
throngh exercises.

In 1913, she opened an International
Teachers’ Training College, just to spread
her methods of teaching: This system was
approved all over the world, and as a resalt,
40 suach training colleges were opened,
Daring the first world war (1914—1918),
she ‘was in America, where she trained
teachers to suit her system of teaching, In
1923, she was respected much in Italy, but
this honour did not last locg., So, she
closed her schools in Italy, and then went
to Spain, then to England. Further she
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visited China and Afrles. Everywhere, she
spread her way of eduoation

Durirg the second world. war Madame
Montessori stayed in India and here also
she trained a number of teachers in her
system. India Is really fortunate to derlve
jnspiration from the Montessori system, In
;hedyear 1948, she returned to her native
an

The Montessorl system gives a new
methed of teaching, ard this 1s applicable
to children between 8 and 6 years, and it
belpsin the sll.rcund development of the
child, Madame Montessori has done a great
deal to the educationsl field as this training

In the first 6 years o childhood Is very
importany, She bhas also indicated the
methods to be followed in the development
of the ¢bild in future education. If this
system is strictly fcllowed, we are sure
that her scnl will rest in peace,

Even the English lady Miss Helen Park.
harst (the founder of Dalton plan) and the
American lady- Mrs, O’ Brien Harris (the
founder of Howard plan) have scught
Inspiration from Madame Montessori.

Ay the age of 81 years, Dr. Maria
Montessori had the same enthusiasm as a
young lady., She was an ornament and a
jewel in the fisld of children’s education,

f

e, S———

The term *higher education” includes
those educational programmes which
-require for admission the completion of
spproximately 12 years of previonms school
Ing or ita equivalent, - The Office of Educa.’
tion lists 1,857 recognised institutions of
higher education in the United States,

Higher education 1s carried on in the
United Btates under a variety of institutional
forms. Many different names are applied’
to institutions of this level. There Is furthere
" more po consjstency among institutions in
- the ute of agiven term, such as university
- or college, In official names, :

The most. common type of institution Is
the liberal arts college, which offers a four-

e year programme in the liberal arts leading
. to the Bachelor’s degree. Junlor colleges,
. & type of Institution now rapidly increasing,

- offer the firsh two years of the liberal arts

0 f‘fpro’grmpme and " usually offer courses that
..~ prepare for occupations requiring less than
. a four-year degree; many of these Institu-

" tions “are ‘becoming known as  community
~colleges” 'and * are  adding  extensive
. programmes ‘of -adult education and other
ervices adapted closely to local needs and

Higher Education_in'U. S. A,

¥ !

A university always has a liberal arts
college as its core, and it also has a number
of professional schools and a graduate
school for advanced studies, Instltutes of

technology ' centre thelr attention on the .

technical subjects, such as engineering, but
some of them offer programmes that become
almost indistinguishable from those of a
npiversity, . The terma *‘technical institute”
Is used to identify an Institution offering

technical cbnrse§ of less than degree length,

Institotions that bave as their prims
objective the preparation of teachers for
elomentary and secondary schools are genee-
rally known as teachers’ colleges, though

some of them still bear the older mame of .

‘normal school’s Again, it must be empha-
sized that the official name borne by an
institation often is' not in line with the
foregolng definitions.

- Inm eve'ry state there is at least one institu.

‘$ion known as a land-grant college or uni-

versity. - The name derives from the fact
that these institutions were originally sst up

by the states on the basis of endowments of

land granted by.the federal government.

The federal government contianes to support * ,
. these institations by appropriations; though
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they are also supported by state funds, By
the terms of the original federal enactment,
the institation must provide instruction in
agriculture, mechanic aris and military
taotics; other scientific and classical studies
may be included.

For the most part the land-grant institu-
tions are now almost indistingunishable from

- the state universities, except for the pro-
minence given to agriculture, engineering, .

and home economics in their instructional
programmes. In about half the states the
state university isalso the land-grant college :
in the other states two or more separate
institations are maintained, one of which is
the land-gran$ college.

Most of the 1,837 iastitutions of higher

~education in the United States are co-edu.

cational, accepting both men and women
students, There are 227 that accept men
only and 266 that acocept women only. In
most of the scuthern states separate institue
tions are maintained for white and Negro
students, There are 103 institutions attended
predominantly by Negroes. I'he institutions
of higher education vary widsly in size;
some have fewer than 100 students, while a
few range from 25,000 to almost 50,000
students.

CONTROL AND S8UPPORT.,

Institutions of higher education in the
United States divide 1nto two groups on the
basis of their control. About une-third are
controlled through governmental agencies,
principally the states and muaicipalities,

The federal governmeat controls only seven

Institutions, all of which are maintained for
the training of goveramental personnel.
The remaining two-thirds of the institutions
are under non-governmental control, Many
of the latter are related to some religious
denomination; others are independent of
aoy external organisation. Every institue
tion, whether publicly or privately
controlled, operates uader the authority of
a charter granted by the governmaeat of the
state in which the institution is located, ox
in a few cases by the federal governmeant.

The publicly-controlled iastitatioas are

upported to a large exteat by appra-.

priations of governmental funds by the
legislative bodies in their respective jurise
dictions, In a few stafes the privately

. controlled institutions also receive funds

from pgoveromental appropriations. All
institutions, whether publicly or privately
controlled, if operated on a non-profit-
making basis, receiva governmeantal sub-
vention in the form of exemption from
taxation,

The privately controlled Institutions
depend to a considerable exteat on incoms
from stndent fees for their sapport. Faes
are also charged in the publicly-controlied
institations, but such fees for residsats of
the state are in general lower than those ia
the privately-controlled insticutions. The
privately-coatrolled -institutions generally
have some income from endrwmeat; tha
amonnt of endowment heli variss widely
amoog iastitutions,  Some of the publicly
cootrolled 1nstitutions also have sabsiaatial
endowment fands. Philantaropic  gifts
provide saother importaat sourcs of supe
port both for current aad for capital omilay,
especially in the privateiy=soatroiad institae
tions. Many coileges’ and wunivarsiiies
receive substantial support from thas relie
gious denominations with which they are
aﬁhatadn

The iaostitutions of higher education ia
the United Btates are, for tha most part,
completely autonomous. Kica oas dster.
mines 145 own policies and procaiures and
has no aathoritative orgamsational relatioae
ship to aoy other 1asutaiidn, lo a few
states the state-suppoarted institations of
higher edacation are organised 1nto a state
system, but even in such cases the szparate
institutions retain most of the autnority
cver their own programmes and procadures,
The privately coairolled institations are not
under the control of the state govarnment
with respect .to their programmes and -
services

The extent of institutional autonamy has
wade necassary the devaiopwmeat of soms
arraogement for the coatrol of gquality
Acareaihing associations nave bsen orgamsed
for the purpuse of certifying-lists of rasatu«
lions that meet angomaced standards of
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quality, The acerediting agencies ars
voluntary associations without govern-
mental connection, Some are organised for
the evaluation of general institational pro-
grammes, particularly in the field of the
liberal arts. Others devote their attention
fo a single professional field,.such as medi-
cine, dentistry or law. Students may
readily transfer from one accredited insti~
tution to another withcut loss of time,
Recognition of degrees for many purposesis
limited to those from institutions that have
appropriate accreditation, A student is well
advised to inguire critically about the
accredited statas of the institution that he
plans to attend, ’

In addition to the voluntary accrediting
associations, many of -the states maintain
accredited lists of institutions within their
own borders. In some cases the accredita-
tion is for general purposes, but more often
it is for some specific programme such as
preparation for teaching. Thus the granting
of a certificate permitting one to teach in
the schools of the state may be limited to
those whcse preparation has been taken in
an institution of the state’s official accredited
list.

ADMINISTRATIVE ORGANISATION

The legal authority for the control of an
institution of higher education is lodged in a
board, typically known as the board of
trustees, The members of the controlling
board are generaily persons who are not
on the staff of the institution, though

in many cases the chief exscative officer

of the institution Is also a member of
its board, Members of the board serve
- without pay and consider their supervision
. of the iostitution a form of public servics,
- Membership on the board of an institution
--of higher education is looked upon asa
- mark of distinction, an honour bestowed in
. recogoition of one’s gualities as a citizen.

. The ‘members of the board in publisly-

~'controlled institations usually receive their

offices . upon appointment from a governe
- mental source, such as the Governor of the
-ostate.” 1o privately-oontrolled institutions

o wewbers of the board mey be appoiated by

the religious denomination with which
affiliation is maintained, In many cases the
‘members of the board of & privately-
controlled institution elect their own succes=
sors, Provision is frequeatly made in
privately-controlled institutions, and to
gsome extent in pablicly-controlled ones, {for
the alumni to participate in the selection of
members of the board of trustees,

In practice the board of trustees delegates
most of its authority over academic matters
to its eXecutive officers and the instructional
staff. The board itselfl meets only a few
times each year, The members of the
academic staff are organised into a legis-
lative body known as the faculty, The
faculty has the authority to recommend on
all matters pertaining to the carriculum
and the instructional programme, Candidates
for degrees must be recommended by the
faculty, though the actual voting of the
degrees usaaliy requires formal action by
the board of trustees.

The board of trastees selects a chief

- executive officer of the institution, who i3

usually koown as the president, sometimes
as chancellcr, Unusaal prestige is attached
to this office. The president is the medium
of communication between the trustees and
the faculty, He is ezpected to gunide and
direct the general policies of the institution
to see that funds for its support are provided
and effectively used, and to look: after the
development of the programme of services.

* To assist the president, subordinate
officers are usually appointed in each of
three or four major areas. (J)The business
affairs of the institution are in charge of a
business manager, who is frequently given
a title of vice-president. In some institutions
the business manager is coordinate with the
president. (2) Sugervision of all non-instruce
tional services for students is usually
assigned to a dean of students (sometimes
called dircctor of student personnel services)
or two separata deans for men and for
womea studeats. (3) The instructional proe

gramme is directed by & dean of the colleges

or deans of the several colleges or schools
in a complex institution, In the latter case
there is often a vice-presideat in charge of
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academic affairs. (4) A fourth area of

concern, public relations, is coming to be
identified and the tendency now i3 to appoint
a director of such services who ranks as a
vice-president,

Within the academic programme the
administrative orgamisation is set uwp in
terms of schocls or colleges. A university
bhaving several programmes of professional
preparaticn will have each of them set up
a8 a separate schcol or college, such asa
college of enginecring, a collega of law, cr =
schocl of medicine. The terms “school” and
$¢college” are used interchangeably in this
connecticn, and there is no well-established
distincticn between them. The general pro-
gramme of liberal arts is organised as a
college. In some institutions the first two

'years of the liberal arts programme are

devoted to general education of students,
and are set up ucder a separate administra-
tion as a college of general studies. In a
upiversity the programme of advanced

~ studies beyond the Bachelor’s degree is sect

op in an organisation koown as the
graduate school.

Each school or college will havea dean
as its chief executive officer, In each scheol
or college the administrative subdivisions
are organised around subject-matter fields,
known as departments, Thus, a school of
engineering may have departments of
mechanical engineering, civil engineering,
electrical engineering and chemical engi-
neering. A college of liberal arts will havs
departments of history, mathematics,
philosophy, English, ete. The execntive
officer of the department is kaown as its
cheirman or head.

CURRICULUOM AND DEGREES.

Admission- to an institution of higher
'education in the United States i3 based on
the completion of a secondary schcol pro-
gramme and usually occurs at the end of
12 years of previous schoolings Two plans
are in effect for determining an applicant’s
fitness for entrance, A majority of the

* institulions now admit students solely on the

basis of the reesrd maintained in ths
secondary school, Lhere is neatly always a

prescription by the institution of certaln
secopdary-school subjects which mast have
been studied, bat there are liberal opporta-
nities for electives. The typical pattera of
requirements sets up thres units of English,
two of mathematics, ons of scienc3, two or
three of foreign langunags, and one or two.
of history and social studies, plus electives
sufficient to make a total of 15 or 16 units,
A unit is the work covered in a secondary-
school class meeting five times a week for a
schcol year of about 36 weeks. Privately-
controlled institations require for admission
a level of performance in the secondary
school somewhat above that of mere
graduation, Thus, ths stadent may not bs
admitted, unless he stands in the uppser half
or the upper two-thirds of his secondary-
schcol class.

The second plan by which sindents are
admitted is based on examinations, The
College Eatrance Examiaation Board, now
a part of Educational Testing Service, has
been established, throngh which institations
cooperate in giving such examinations,
Some ipstitutions give their own examin-
ations for entrance. DMost institations
provide for admission of studeants by exami-
nations whepr, for some reason, thay are not
able to present the usual certificate of
graduation from a secandary schoal;

The great majority of institutisns will
adrmait mature psrsons as cpecial students
without the formality of the usnal admission
procedures, provided the applicaat can
demontrate capacity for the prozgrammsa of
studies he wishes to uadertake. Such
special students are usually required to regu-
larise their entrance qualifications bsfore
they are permitted to become candidates
for degrees,

In the fisld of ths libaral arts the typical
curriculum pattern has four elemsnts. The
first consists of certain required courses or
areas of study which every student i3 expact.
ed to cover. The required courses may
take from 20 to 25 percent of the total pro-
gramms of the student, The seadnd ele-
meat consists of a major concentration in a
siogle subject, such as eqonomics or chemis-
try. Tho exact subject matterto bs oavered
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in the subject is determined Ly the depart-
ment. The major concentration usually
amounts to 20 to 80 percent of the student’s
total programme, The third element isa
minor, a concentration of perhaps 15 per-
cent of the total programme in a single
department, often related to the major subs
jects: Tue fourth element coasists of elect-
ives which the student may choose from-
any field of study offered in the institution.

In the professional fields the programmes
of stady are usually rather rigidly prescribed,
and most of the student’s time is devated to
subjects that are required in the particular
curriculum he has chosen. At the graduate
level the student normally concentrates all
his study on his major subjecs, thongh often
there is the possibility of choosing a related
minor field.

Subject only to limitations expressed in
its charter, each institution may grant
whatever degreesit chooses, Inone or two
~ states approval by governmetal authorities
is required before an institution may offer a
degree, but this is not typical.

>

DEGREES

" The degrees commonly offered for the
completion of the four-year programme of
undergraduste studies are the Bachelor of

_ Arts and Bachelor of Science. The distings -

~ tion between these two degrees is not sharp,
~ though in general tha Bachslor of Scieace

tends $o be limited to programmes in which
_the major sabject is in the field of science.
~Bome institations grant only the Bachelor

- of Arts, regardless of the student's major

. subject, ln many -cases the Bachelor's

i degree is modified by the dssignation of a
-+ . professional field or subject matter fisld for

- Which the curriculam 18 organised. Thus
an Institution may offer the Bachelor of

" 'Music or the Bachelor of Arts in Masio ~or

- the Bachelor of Scienca in Masice . The
\varlety of such degtees is endless,

-~ ‘Professional degtees vary in aosozdanoe ,
"'wun the field, “ In medicine ths first pro-
-~ lesslonal degree is the Dootor of  Medicine,

which is usually taken after threa yeariof -
medical msunctwn. udmxsamn ta . wmoh

& - . THE EDUCATIONAL REVIEW

requires completion of at least three years
of ccllege-level study in the liberal arts and
sciencess The Bachelor of Laws is the
first professional degree in law. It is based
on a three-year-programme of law study,
admission to which requires two or thres
years of liberal arts courses at ths college
level. The engineeriag curricalam requires
for admission only the completion of the
secondary school, and at the end of four, or
in some cases five, years of enginsering
study the first professional degree is granted
8pace is lacking here for a complete . des~
cription of ths degree programmes in each
of the professional fields,

Advanced degrees are usually adminise
tered though the graduate school at the
noiversity, though some of the professional
schools may aiso administer their own
advanced degrees. The first degree beyond
the Bachelor’s is the Master's, It asually

requires completion of one year of additional

study beyond the Bachelor’s, The Doctor

of Pmlostphy is the highest degree, It

usually requires & minimum of three years
of study beyoad the Bachelor’s, incladiag

the complesion and publication of & aub:tan- :

tial research project.

The variety of degress and currlculums ,

offered, and the extent of the elsctive courss
es permittsd in the nundergraduate proe
.grammes of students, have led to the deve-
lopmeat of an extraordinarily wide rangs of

“subjectematier offeriags 1 colleges and

universities in the United States. Tne
number of subjects whica are copsidered
appropriate for study at thecollege level is
almost incalculablee The number of differe
ent courses given st a typical callege of
liberal arts, offering only the Bachslor'’s
degree, would be sufficient to oocupy the

“attention of a single falitims stadsnt for 83 -

years or more, if  he completed all such

“ gourses.  Qne can flad somewhers a course .
on almost any sonceivable topxo he might

wish to study.

The students in Y aolleae or nmvamty

Aypically progress towaid theic degrees by .

‘passiog individual courses. The stadeat
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courses each term, During the term, the
Instructor obtains records of each student's
~sccomplishments in the course and at the
_epd there is usually a final course exami-
“patiop. Attheclose of the term the instrucs
tor subwits a report indicating the attain.
ment of each student, The student’s
¢ credits ” are then entered in his officlal
record by an institutional official known as
_the registrar.

The record mdlcates the quality of the
student’s work, and the credit valoe of the
course, the credits being based on the num-
ber of class meetings, Requirements for

' degrees are expressed in terms of such

creditss These records are transferable
from one institutlon to another., In some
lostitution candidates for the Bachelor’s
degree are reqmred to take a comprehencsive
exaipation in addition to the completion
of the "required credits, but this is nok
usual. For advanced degrees, however,
some form of general comprehensive exami-
nation is wuswally required, though the
students glso customarily take a conrse exa-
mipation at the end of each term,

STUDENT LIFE

Most institutions of higher educaticn in
the United States make provision for ths
housing of a substantial number of their
students. Careful control is exercised over
the non-institntional housing occupied by
students, especially by women stndents,
The facilities of Institutional residence halls
are provided at cost, butin general the
institation does not expect to subsidise the
provision of room and board, Almost all
institutions make some provision for the
feedmg of students on the campus.

The health of students isa matter of
concern at every imstitulions A medical
staff is usnally maintained to look after
minor {llness, Infirmaries are maintained
to care for cases of student illness that
require hospitalisation, The institation
usually charges a general fee to all students
in order to maintain its health services.

. Much of the real education ina college

‘ov university goes on in what are known as

the extra.currlenlar sctivitles, Thesa are
sctivities that are organised outsids tha
regular classroom intruction. Every student
is expected to enter' into some of thesa sctivie
ties, and a variety is provided so that every«
one will find something to his taste, Activi-
ties such as dramatics, musie, forensics and
athletics are very popular. Athletic sports
draw large crowds cf spectators, both from
the students of the institution and from
others in the community, Social groups
are maintained in wide wvariety. Special
clubs are organised in almost every depart-
ment of subject matter for stndents whose
interests lie along these lines. The institn-
tion actively caltivates the development of
extracurricular activities and takes special
pains to see that students have full opportue
nity to participate,

Attendance at collegs or university in the
United States generally involves consider=
able expensato the student or his family.
There are many young people of high -
ability who cannot afford to pay the cost of
college attendances To meet this sitnation
most institutions maintain certain forms of
financial eid to students; Scholarships
generally provide an amount equal to tha
cost of the students® tuition and otharacade.
mic charges. Loan funds are available on
generous terms, Fellowsh:ps are provided
for graduate students. often in an amount
sufficient to meet the full expenses of the
student’s year., Liarge numbers of students
meet part of thelr expenses through employ-
ment. and institutions ars active in provid-
ing opportunities for the student to earn
his expenses.

At practically every institution the
amount of funds available for Scholarships
and fellowships is far below that which is
needed to meet stadeat requests for aid.
Suach awards are made therefore on a com-
petitive basis and only to ths most promis.
ing appllcants, Studeots from other coun.
tries must generally compsete with all other
students for such awards, although in somas
institutions a speclal grant is made for
students from abroad,

The management of the varied phases ol

_student life outside the classroom kag
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become a majer enterprise in most colleges -

and universities, The development of sc-
called ¢*student perscnnel services!' - has
been one of the striking phenomena of high-
er education in the United States during
the past three decades. Incressingly insti-
totions are providing epecially trained per-
sonne!l to look after such functiocs.

ACADEMIC CALENDAR

The academic yesar in most institutions in
the United States begins in September or
early October and continues for approxi-
mately nine months until the following
June. A holiday of oneor two weeksis
allowed over the Christmas aud New Year
periods and another vacation of a week or
less is allowed in the spring, usnally at
Easter.

In most institations the academic year is
divided into two semesters of approximately

.18 weeks each, the first ending late in

January or early in February, and the
» second ending in Juoe. In cther institutions
the year is divided into three terms, some-
times called quarters, of about 12 wecks
each, the first ending at Christmas, the
second in March and the third in Jane,
Nearly all claeses and courses are crganished
g0 that a complete unit of study may be
finished within eanh semester or term,

An increasing number of institutions are
maintaining instructional services through
the summer months, These are organised
as a fonrth quarter of instruction in institu-
tions c¢n the quarter plan, or as a half
gemester, or sometimes two-thirds semsster
in ipstitutions  organised on the semester
plan. - The greater part of courses given in
.-the summer session is designed for teschers
~and others who do not attend during the

T regula.r yesr. Many students cf the regular

~ year, however, attend dnnng the sammer
.in order to shorten the time for obtaining a-

gtudent can usnally complete a four-year
undergraduate curriculum in thrae calendar
years,

THE TEACHER

Education: The number of years reqnir.
ed for teacher preparation hasbeen increas-
ing rapidly during the present centary,
In 1910 the typical public elementary school
tescher was a high-achool graduate. Average
preparation today for both elementary
and high school teachers includes more
than three years of college work bayond-

12 years of elmeniary and secondary
“schocling.

However, the preparation
required varies greatly smong the siates,
among school systems within the state, and
among the different teaching positions, The
average preparation for teachers in alement-
ary schosls is less than for teachers in

high schools, For rural teachersitis less

then for city teachers, aod there are also
marked differences in the average prepara-
tion of teachers in the several siates, rang-
ing from one year of college werkto faur
years,

Two years of study above college dradua-
tion is the average preparation of faculty’

members in colleges and universities.
Accredited colleges and universities require
most newly eppointed ficulty members, to
have ths doctor’s degree, reptesentlng thres
or more years of umversnty graduate
work.

Certification Every state in the union
except Massachusetts makes provision for
issuing one or more types of certificates for
public-sckool / teacbers,  Usnally this is
done through‘the state board of education,
state department of education, or the super-

intendent of public instruction. Mora

than two-thirds of the states do not require
certificates of teachers "in private or parce.
hial schools, anid the university: or four
year college rarely, if ever, requires faculty
members to have teacher’s certificates,

degree. By ettendmg every summer a
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Number of Teechers, 1947-48

Type of School Total ' Men Women
1 2 3 4
Continental United StateS ecsicetricseres 1,164,458 319,800 844 658
Elementary (including kindergarten)......... 622.369 43 408 575,961
PUBIIC s vecruesessonssesersaniarsermeneressss | 554,939 39,655 515,284
Private.............................-........-..-.-. 67D430 30753 630677
?é%bndary ..... eeressearersareens reereseestrersnnreenas 852,48 140,454 211,964
 PUBNC oo essesssarsessesnes | S0T,579 123,205 181,372
. Private..o.n.....-...........n..-..u.-.nu-.u.u 441839 17l249 27l590 |
Higher Education ‘ 174,204 120,698 43,506
PUBHC..u1vervsevssersessessessesssasmesessessnees 87,800 63.000 24,800
Private.eciieeciersisnterecocssontssaroresesssnan £6,404 67,698 18,706
Residential schools for exceetiohal ’
children, public and private........... ceereas 5,919 1,148 4,171
Private commercial 5¢hoolS. . .svivree = vesrsases 7,875 - 8,537 4,338
Federal schools for Indians..........cceessesnes 1,673 655 1,18

No two states he.ve exactly the same cer-
tification‘requirements, These vary with
the subjects or fields for which teachers are
certificated, withthe duration of the life of
the certificate, and with other factors, Two
states accept less than a year of collegs
work above four years of high-school werk
as the minimum scholastic reqairement for
elementary school teachers, while 17 states
require four years of college work, Most
states require four years of college prepara-
tion as a minimum for teechmg ia high
school. A few states will permit a teacher

with two years of college preparation to
teach in bhigh school. Four states now

require five years of college prepataﬁon,
LIX‘_4"'2 -*

Bcholastic requiremets for certificates
are changing rapidly, and almost izvariably
higher standards are demanded for both
elementary and secoodary schoolsy Far-
thermore, ewmploying officers frequently
demand higher requiremeats than the minie
mum certification requirements made by
the states,

The period for which different types cf
teacher's certificates are valid range from
one year fo life, There is a growing tene
deacy to issue probationary or conditional
certificates renewable only after additional
prepataticn. Oa the averrge, at least oae

~ teacher in every four annually continges
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bis edncation while In service by..attending>
summer schools by enroliing in extension
classes, or by similar means: '

Certificates may be issued for teaching at
certain levels for single subjects or fields of
work, or for a combination of subjects or
ficlds, A specialized -certificate is usually
Issued for each specific subject, level, or field
that demands -extensive or prolonged pre-
paration.

Strictly - professional subjects; such as
stndent tesching and educational psychology,
sre required for the higher grade certificates, -
Usually the requirment in professional edu-
cation is higher for elementary than for
secondarysschool teachers. For higheschool
teachers, the strictly professionsl require-
ments usually amount to the equivalent of
balf a year's work,

~ Salaries: Balaties of teachers and admie
plstrators vary greately from ctateto state
and community tocommunity,although the
varlations are less now than a decade ago.
Of the 48 states 28 have minimum salary
laws requiring school districtsto pay a speci-
fied minimum salary to teachers with
standard qualifications, Most of these laws
require the payment of $1, 800 to $2,400
per year to beginning teachers, whether ele-
mentary or secondary-school = teachers,
who bold a Bachelor's degree. Such -
teachers with 10 or more years of experience
in these s:ates ususlly receive $3,200 to
$4,000 per year. Many of the larger schools.
-pay considerably higher beginning and maxi.
mum salaries to persons holding Bachelor’s
degrees, Those with Master’s degree usually
get from $200 to $400 per year more than
the teacher with a Bachelor’s degree. In
1950.51 the average salary paid - to publice -
school teachers In the entire United. States
- was $2,.980, Boperiniendents of large city
" gchools and colleges and university presidents
- receive from $10,000 1o’ $25,000 per year,
. " College faculty members receive more than
publicsschool teachers, but less than superin:

lf‘ tendents or presidents.. .=

- Tenurs: The tenure of teachers varles
with their salaries, amouon of preparation,
working conditions and other  factors.
Tenure is shortest in the rural schools and

- longest in city school systems. Teachers in

rural schools tend to move to towns and
cities, where salaries and working conditions
are better than in rural schools, For a
pumber of years, tenure has been steadily

‘increasing and now averages bstween 10
~ and 15 years,

In all the states, employment of teachers

‘is the function of local school officerss When

not otherwise set by state law, the length
of term for employment Is almost wholly
within the power of local schacl officiale,

Permanent tenure after a  probationary
period, continnipg coptracts, contracts for
more than one ‘year, and similar arrages’
ments are variously prescribed or authoris-’
ed among the states. f‘ '

All the states now have legal provisions
{or state-wide teacher-retirement systems. A
system of this sort provides & pension for
a teacher who retizes after aspecified length
of service, =

TEACHERS' ORGANIZATIONS,

. Most of the large and.distinctive grounps |

of workers in education bave professional

-organisations, The largest is the National

Education Association, which has a member-
ship of 453, 797, Departmentsand affiliated
organisattons of this association include
many specialised groups of teachers, super-

visors and adwinistrators, most of whom '

ars employees in public echcols, Hundreds
of other pational, regional, state, and local
orgsnisations also contribute to the -oppors
tunities of téachers in public and in .private
schools to study and improve their instruc-
tional practices and otherwise to advance
their professional interests, The American
Federation of Teachers is organised as a -

labonr union and _is affiliated with the |

American Federation of Labour, .
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~ poems; dialogues,

2 “ A series whz‘chi'ié' SG fndrkedly goOd.”

NEW STUDY READERS
.H. MARTIN, M, Ili\Y (Oxoﬁ.), O. B. E;

LATE PRINCIPAL OF THE ISLAMIA COLLEGE, PESHAWAR

p== A greal responsibility lies _on you, for it makes all the difference which
series of English Readers you select, '

« The PRIMER (90 pages) has been prepared to meet the need of teach-
ing Eoglish asa foreign language. The text is well illastrated. Lessons pro-
ceed from singular to plural, wmasculine to feminine, assertive to interrogative.
The ideas ate simple, and the filling up of blanks indicated will be a useful step
in the learning of English, .

“In READER I (95 pages) the chief aim is ‘to provide material for sen-
tence drill's Many of the exercises at the end of each lesson are in the same
form of sentence construction, '

« READER 1I (131 pages) has lessons on a variety of subjects —stories,
descriptions and talks on popular subjects written -(except the
poems) by the author. Short notes for help in understanding the subject matter
and questions on the subject matter are found at the end of each lesson. :

“ READERS III, 1V and V are on the same model, The lessons are on
different subjects suitable for pupils in Forms II or I to Form V, _

“ A systematic use of these readers will help,pu-pils to grasp the
fundamentals of English usage. o .

~ #Mr, Martin’s name is a GUARANTEE FOR THOROUGHNESS, and
as usual Messrs. Cooper have brought out a NEW and BRILLIANT series
of Readers.. Itis hoped they will have the”popularity they so richly deserves —
The Educational Review, Madras (March-April, 1938). L

K. & J. COOPER—PUBLISHERS—BOMBAY, 4
_ " © . Sols Selling Agents for South India :— '
The Christian Lite:;@ura'Socigty for India, Park Town, tadzas
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Social Adult Education Through Service
| Leagues

By 8g! 8. JAGARNADEAN, Teachers’ Collegey Saidapet, (Retd,)

(Continued from page 44)

CONTINUATION CLASSES AND
LIBRARY SERVICE

It is a fact that at present no graded
books bave been brought out precisely for
adult first reading and continnation reading.
Notwithstanding efforts made in this direc-
ticn, we will do well to give these people
some books on health, agriculture, history,

* civies, geography, co-operation, etc.s written
-for school chiidren, but graded in style, so
-that the matéer will add to their general
knowledge, as they also read the languags
in books. Story-bocks should be had in
plenty for these people to read and enjoy.
_Btories written for young and old in maga-
zines and weeklies in the language of the
pupils, may be cut out from these and
bound for extra-reading. Some gifts from
pablishers will also help in the formation of
a hbrary, which is indispensable for ton-
tinuation classes.

A local vernacular newspaper and some
easy magazines of interest to the people

~ will also go a long way in offering induce.
ments for their reading habit. As books on

. ballads, folklore, riddies and proverbs will
also interest a few, books on these would be
o good sddition. Bookson travel and bio-

~ graphby also provide interesting reading: It
is the taste of the readers that should sug-
gest to us the nature of books to be purchas-
‘ed, ‘It may be of interest to mention here
- tbat four years of good experience were
also gained by instituting a travelling library
service. That has its own advantages and
difficulties. -~ A separate organisation can,
however, xun $hat service to the benefit of

b - the learner. - As people realise the value of
/- reading as a help for “selfsadvancement, as

the readers 1ncrease and get dustributed ina-

- larger area with thetbirst in reading, this -

- sexrviceisaure to be o advantsge to the

MATHEMATICS IN ADULT °
A EDUCATION

No matter whether one is a literate, illi.
terate or semi-literate, one hasto have some
elementary knowledge of arithmetic to
carry on ones' everyday life—to receive
wages, to calculate the prices of articles
bought and to know the respective weights
and measuress A knowledge of these is
indispensable. As teachers of these men,
we are concerned with the following four
problems, o ‘
(a) The mathematics of the common people
indispensable in everyday llfe activiiies,
starting from food to leisure time activities
with dae regard to local nomenclature and
use of coing, weight and measures: (b) The
mathematical methods wunconnected with
mathematics in books, but connected
with life outside schoo!: (c) The mathe-
matics of the present day life, not in the
know of the population and of which a

knowledge is required for carryiog on day.

today hfe—~weights and measures in modern
life, reading time from clocks, railway time-

tables, reading a local caleadar, etcs: and (d)
The mathematics of the special avocationa
a3 wWeaviog, carpentry, masoary, potiery,.

smithy, etc. - Thus we proceed from what
is known to these peopie 0 what they may
need for their domestic and voocational life,
Indigenous games involving a knowledge of
arithmeticai calculations may be revived and
adapted and be made a feature of daily life,

YEARNING FOR THE LEARNING OF
' OTHER LANGUAGES

. It is interesting to find that here and

there are good many people who having a

knowledge of their mother-tongue express

their desire to learn and write English and

somtimes Hindi. Thess depend upon the

time and {res will of the 'workers and the
learners, - Perbsps in mapy places there
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are special classes for coaching men in these
languages. But the primary purposs of
Adult Literacy must never be lost sight
of. -

 GENERAL ENOWLEDGE

Literacy and General Knowledge go toge-
ther in this sphere of Social and Adult Edu-
cation. Literacy is a tool and the learning
of General Knowledge 1s the essential and
attractive part of the scheme, Visual and
pictorial methods of education play a great
part in inducing people to come to these
centres, Oance & week, the whole assembly
of these ledrnerss is treated to talks, dis-
courses and demonstrations in General
Knowledge. It would be a welcome feature,
if something to eat is distributed to the
visitors a% the end of these talks (some fruit
or some preparation of Bengal or green
grams or peas,) The subjects for General
Knowledge cover a very wide field and
have a varied character ranging from per-
sonal health, food, history, geography, civics,
knowledge, science in everyday hfe, agrie
culture, makicg and manufaciure, leisures
time crafts, stories and biogsaphies, travels

-too numerous to meation, ‘To ascertan
.the needs of people in this respect, would

be also a gocd procedures Daily reading of
newspaper with reference to places 1o a
map will be a good way of diffusing General
Knowiedge. . Workers must endeavour to
be in possession of current informaticn
regarding these by previous reading from
bocks and getting first hand knowledge
from persons who ere specialists in the
above branches of knowledge.

'AID‘S TO VISUAL EDUCATION

As the knowledge isto be conveyed to
common people, workers will do well to use
some aids for Visual Education from the
following liste. - s

1. Educational Cinemas;
2, Films on Healtl;

8. Films on Pbysiology.
4. Magio Liantern slides,
S: Brereographs,

6 Models (Pbysiology)

7. Musenm,

8., Charts (Food, Vitamins)
9. Posters {Railway)
105 M&ps.
11. Newspaper Plctares.
12, Demonstrations,
13, Ezxperiments.
14. KExbhibitions.
15, Excursions,
16, Pictares.
17. Radio Talks, News and Mausic,

CO-OPERATE WITH OTHER
AGENCIES

Oas sure way of doing the above work is
to work in co-operation with the wvarions
departments engaged in the propagation of
essentiai knowledge of primary interest to
the masses withoat the least spirit of con-
flict or competition.

1. Education Department.

2. Co-operative Department.

3. Health Department,

4, Agricultural Department.

5. Veteripary Department.

6. Labrary Association.

7- S' Pc Co Al ASSOGiation.

8« U. 8. A, Information Services.
9. British Information Services,
10. Sevak Sangh.
11, Ramakrishna Mission-
12, Harijan Welfare Lieagues,
18, Servants of India Society.
74. Humanitarian Lieague.

ESSENTIAL NEEDS FOR
PROPAGANDA

1, SBtruggle for Freedom and Freedom's
Success,

2, A trueCitizan (practising the dharma
of life as a pupil as a householder,
as a member of a profession, trade or
calling, and as a citizen of a great

_ country). : :

8. Homogeneity of Indian life.

4. Leisure-time occupation.

5. Constructive programme--a charags
teristic feature in Mahatmaii's life,

6, Bringing up children.

- 1 would even welcome the publication of
small booklets by looal associations oq \hg
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above subjects with $he sole object of bring-
ing people together to feel as one, to .work
as one and to live asone, The appearance
in the period of transition of suspicion, jea-
lousy and hatred must vanish and the tra-
ditional toleration, trast and love must
permeate the entire society and the whole
Life of the nations Dramas. and dialogues
on these wonld also have a forcefal appeal.
I remember how once children enacted a
play called *Queue Durbar’’ showing the
value of the queue system in all public
places and institations, The benedictory
saying &t the end of our domestic function
** Liet ‘all people on earth be happy” (Sarve
janaab sukhino bhavantu) must be our motto
in our actions and dreams; '

TRAINING OF WORKERS

With the help of tried and experienced
workersinthe field the members of theleague
will do well to organise a short and intensive
course of training for themselves and their
c0-workers on the various aspects of Social

- Education and adalt literacy, Apart from
theory ic methods of literacy and methods
of approach to adnlt mind, the members
must know the practical aspect of the pre-
paration of reading charts, outline maps,
preparaton of materials for propaganda and
diffusion of General Knowledge, preparation
of aids to Visual and Pictorical Hduecation
and posters, making up of short lessons and

bocks for continuatiou classes, organisation -

- of games, eto,  Visits to schools run on
ideal lines would add interest and reality to
the work. Not only will they prepare these
‘talks, but they will also deliver these talks

in-a simple language understandable by the

Village folk, oo

7 7. A GREAT -ADVENTURE'

-> This real ' adventure in Education bas
“been going on for the Iast 25" -years at the
- Baidapet W'eachers’ College in.a most - unose

tentatious-way.  All the. facts. enumerated
-here ars borne out by actul -experience "in-

the'course of this’ long experiencs.- This

"kind ot Maas Eduoation or Social Education =
-must go on in spite of -ths ap-hill - ‘work" it -

involvea, Itis certainly. a . long race of -
Aand hurdies; but patieat " and. pexs -

‘gbatacles and

LRy

sistent, persevering work will carry the
worker to the goal, Even failures at the
‘beginning must be considered as stepping
stones to success. The organlser will also
carefully avoid things of a controversial
type from his talks and readings. I give
below all the different points that shonld be

in the purview of the organisers and work-

ers, and I am sare thst each ifem requires
s little thought, and the worker has to follow
these according to his own capacity., oppor-
tunity, time and good will of this co-work-
ers. Public money must be considered
very sacred. S

In this respect the organiser must win
the confidence of the learners by clean
hands, spending the little he gets to utmost
benefit of the echool and maintaining clear
and correct accounts. The receipts so far
have been by way of donations in kind and
coin, monthly sabscriptions, proceeds from
Variety Entertainments, teaching grants
for library and prizes and so ons The
stndents ander training in the various sece

tions in the College do volantary service in.
teaching for a period of two months, Whole

hearted indentification with this kind of

service will give more and more strength.

to stand up against even disrupting forces
and take us on step by step.

I. Daily Routine

1, . Wash hands and feet; ‘

2, Lok into books, pictures, maps and
- posters. Play number-boards, or spin

- with aklie ‘
Prayer; = ' ‘
Newspaper reading and short - story;
Talks (in the world of progress in pige
. tures). Special Information,
Class teaohing in groups. -
Attendance, Abseatees and Announose
‘menta, R e

o

:ad)

I1, - Other Ciass z/ictivitéa :
-1¢  Btory-reading, - o
2+ Games, sports.
80‘1 Ttehts. “
4. OClass-library. o
b Weekly leoturess ...
8. Diwassioaglasses,

B 0580 M
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III, Various Side Activities

3. Mutusl Visits,
‘9, Variety Entertainment:
8. Kconomio survey.
‘4. Co-operative Bociety:
'8, 'Bavings Bank, L
6: Travelling Library Service.

7: Temple Service: Mottos: Regulating

devotees at entrance.
8. Personal belp. '

IV, Literacy Work
1. Manuscript Magazine:

. 2. Picture Books. . .
8. Reading cards, charts and sheets,

4, Newspaper cuttings.
8, Leisure-time reading books,
8. Visnal Education Aids.'

V. Prizes given for..

Attendance.

Completing & primer.

Class attainments.

Sports, .

Class library, ,
Leisure- time hand-work;:
Bervice,

Histrionic talents,

W Sx

-

0= & or b 00 20 -

VI, Thoughts for the future,

Junior class for boys below 14, )
Bhajara Clubs into reading centres, .
Temple library cervice. . :
Culture Ciub apd Tcurirg lectures,
Recreation and readipg centres,
Burean of Service,
Literacy tests and certificates, :
Effors to get educated at least one
member in each of the avocations from
among the working class commaunity.

The spirit of service with which °this
adventure of education will have to be
undertaken will be revealed in the following
sentences. Any hit of service is attended to
by a certaln amount of suffering and sacri-
fice. May God grant us strength of - bady
and mind in pursuing this greataad tremen-
dous work is my humble prayer to Him.

Do all the good yon can,

" By all the means you can,
In allthg ways you can, -
In all the plases you can,
At all the times you can, .
To all the people you can,
As long as ever you can. .

f

The Discipline in our Educational Institutions

BY SRI M, B, NARASIMHA 1IYENGAR M. 8C., BANGFALORE

Discipline is lacking in most of our edu.
‘cational institutionsin the present day.
In the good old days students held the
teacher in great reverence and the teacher
had a great regard for his popils, All this
is changed now. Many things have contribut-
ed to this ugly state of affairs. :

Firstly the teacher has nochoica in the
selection of his students. To each education-
al institution there is attached a Committee,
often called by the pame of the Advisory
Oommiftee, whereln the  important
communities of the locality are represented.
It is this committee that makes the select-
ion: and merit is not considered by them at
all, The teacher is only in a minrity in

.- this committea, Eiza ‘mamdaf of this

committee is keen on admitting ths mem-
bers of his own commaunity, The teacher’s
role is only to be an unhappy spectator.

In most of the cases, proper men are pot
selected as teachers, Teachers are asked
to handle subjects that they have mnever
studied in all their lives. The only criterion,
it appears, is that a graduate is sapposed to
be versed ia all the different sabjects to be
taught, I have knowa of an instancs, than
a graduate in history was asksd to coach up
students in mathematics for tha 8. 8, L. C,
Examination, In many cases the teachers
thermselves do not kaow the elmantary pria-
ciples of tha subjacts they are askad t2 teash,
How could they, than, impart Kadwleizs to

the studenat?
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In zomse institutions, the .students are
asked to write down the name of the com-
muoity to which he or she belongs in the
answer paper- The examiner should cor-
rect the papers keeping in view the caste of
the examipees, Merit is no consideration
at all in marking the paper; Each member
of the committee is very particular about
the results of the members of his commu.
pity, He sets up agitation in case a student
of his community fails in the examination,
The poor teacher will be punished for this
30 called insolence. The resulit is that the

teacher, who has no other means of livelie
hood, has to give the minimum number of

-marks necessary for a pass to many studenis

irrespective of their merite. ‘

The teacher cannot take any disoiplle
nary action against studeats, Again the
Advisory Committee comes to their - rescue,
In apy event, it is the teacher who suffers
at the hands of the committes, if he panishe
es any of his students.

Hence the teacher is a powerless victim
of thetimes. He is there only, because
he has no other means to sustain himself,

Mining Education at Queensland

NDIA’'s Five year Plan lays stress on the
importance of mining and minéral deve=-
lopment, and the President, in recent weeks,
has emphasised the nced for more trained
mining engineers, .
This type of training is one of the facili-
ties available to India in Australis, under
the Technical Co-operation Scheme ; and
the acquisition of a full scale mining pro-
perty by the University of Queensland
offers a unique opportunity for the gaining
~of practical experience, under actual mine-
working conditions, which is equalled only
. by the Royal School of Mines and the Colo-
~ rado 8chool of Mines in the U. 8, A,

° The University of Queensland Training
~Mipe is situsted within 6 miles of the centre
of Brisbane and only 3 miles from the new
Upniversity. A lcng term lease over the
‘property bas been obtained and the Mines
Department has proclaimed the area-as one
over which no farther mining applications
will be considered; The University is thus
© ' nssured of long term exclusive rights over
. the property. The lease - includes both
.~ nnderground and surface rights including

existing building, ~ - ¢

. The property covers some eight acres,
" including she former holdings of two com--

panies, Where silver-lead ore was mined and

- @ gzino-bearing ore-body was. also located.’

Production operations commenced fn 1919

and geased in 1928, During this period,

1695.8 tons of lead valued at Rs, 6,206,650

snd 227.316 ozs of silver valoed at Rs,

8,80,512 were produced, No production of
zinc is recorded, " v

The mine workings include an open-cut
(some 901t, deep), two shafts (obe 3-com-
partment, 300 ft, deep and one 2-compart-
ment, 150 ft. deep), twd®adits, with drives,
cross cuts winzes and rises, which together
extend for some 2400 ft. Rehabilitation of
the ‘workings was commenced in the latter
halt of 1951 and, by unanimous decision of

students and staff, has been carried out -’

entirely by student effort during weekends
and holidays, For this reasoc, -complate
rehabilitation will take some time, but, in
the process, a valuable student tradition
. will have been created and established.

- The mine will be used to train mining
engineering students in surface and mine
surveyiog, mine ventilation, sampliag the
estimation of ore reserves, geology applied
to mining, and allied subjects, Particular
attention will be psid to eritical analyses
of the factors involved, the performance of
machines ugsed, operating costs and the
- possible application of alternative maethods.

In other words, the mine will be run as an \

underground laboratory, testing station and
training centre, 'As such it will also be
available to students in other University
Departments. Underground surveying asa

subject is incladed) for example, in the

4

-
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CivilEnglneerhﬁg. the Burveyiog and the:

Applied Geology courses, Students in
Applied Geology will be able to participate
also in sampling, ore reserve cslculations
and geology applied to mining. The Elec-
trical and Mechanical Engineering Depart-
ments will also find application for certain
aspects of their workto under ground instal-
lations and conditions,
. The Department of Mining Englaeering
in the University of Queensland was
formed only in 1950 and was expanded to
become the Dapartment of Mining and
Mata_ll.u.rgica.l Engineering in 1952 The
acquisition of the Uriversity Treining Mine
so early in its history will assist greatly in
l}s establishment, as a means of supplemen-
ting lecture/laboratory courses. Seldom is

It possible to obtain & miniag property close
enough to a University to serve such desir.
able purposes as outlined in the foregoing,
The Royal School of Mines and the Colo
rado School of Miaes mentioned earlier are
two prominent mipiog schools which have
tuch facilities available to their students
(although not so conveniently situated), bat
until the University of Quaeensland took
this step, no Australian University possessed
such facilities; The University of Queens—~
land is thus in a unique position among
Austrslian Universities. It is considered
that the University Training Mine will
assistin inculcating a realistic approach to
mining and its various problems by research,
testwork and practice under actual minicg
conditions, and thas represents a significant
forward step in bigher mining education.

i

‘The XLIII Madras
z Conference,

PROGRAMME

Wédnesday. 6th May, 1958—
Tpom.  Inaugural session of the
Cosnference :
Welcome Address,
Inaugural Address,
Presi_den!ial Address,
Opening - of the Exhi-
bition, -

10. p.m."  Eatertainment.

Thursday 7th May, 1953—

lg 8 m. ‘to Administration, Organi-
0 8. m, satioh and Teachers®

Educstion Sectional - -

S ¢ ,gonference. :
. M, to asic and Primary Edg.
p. m, cation Beotional (yhnfe:-
‘ ence; co-
4p. m, - Excurslon withig
680 - Mangalore, .
eV Pem: Babhesan Memorial
tso 7.30 Lecture, :
“80 p.m,  Bubjects Commlttes
o -~ - _ Meeting.
P-m, .. . . Entertainment,

LIX—¢—3

State Educational
Mangalore.

Friday, 8th May; 1953—
9-30 a. m; to Secondary and Technical

-11-30 a. m;  Education Bectional -
) Conference,
2p.mito  Upiversity Education
4 p. m. " Bectional Conferencs,
4-30 p. m;  Excursion within
. Mangalore,
7 pomy General Bession—
Resolutions,
9p.m. - Meeting of workers.

Saturday, 9th May, 1953—
8p.m.  Concluding Session,

DRAFT RESOLUTIONS
1, This Conference reiterates its re-

sclution of last year in respect of salaries,

leave rules and old-age provision, inclading
Provident Fand - cum - Insurance - cum-
Pension with Gratnity and that it chould

be given immediate effect by Government.

"2, This Conference requests that teachers

of all cadres under all managements be
glven house rent allowange and dearness
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" sllowanocs at.rates applicabls to employees
of the Central Government,

© 8, This Conference, while welcoming

the grant ol medical relief concession to
officers of the non-gazetted services, reqgnests
that the concession be extended to all
categories of teachers, clerks and servants,
working in aided (ibstitutions inecluding
colleges.

Farther, this Conference, while thank-
ing the Q@overnment for extending the
educational fee concession fo the children
of permapent clerks in educational insti-
“tutions, requests that this concession be
extended to college teachers and to servants
attached to educational institutions also,

4. This Conference requests that the
ageof retirement of all grades of teachers
under sll managements including Govern-
ment be fixed at 65,

5. This Conference is of the view that
the Government should thoroughly examine
the existing policy in respect of primary
education with special reference to agency,
finance, control and supervision, ]

- 8. ] This -Conference expresses the view
that in order to ensure continnity of policy

——

and ordered progress in education, & Board
of Education should be coostituted with
statutory powers for the planning and
organisation of education, .

7. While reiterating its opinion as ex-
pressed in previous Conferences that to
secure eduncational efficiency the strength of
a class or section should not exceed 30, this
Conference requests Government  mot to
allow, even as a temporary measure, the
admission of more than 40 pupils per
section. It farther urges upon Government
to revise its policy in respect of grants to
buildings so as to give adequats aid to
institutions,

8, This Conference urges that a Tea-
chers’ Council bs constitated ' to lay down
standards for recruitment to the Teaching
Profession, to ensure the maintenance of
professional standards amongss teachers
sud to examine all cases of professional
misconduct. ‘

Norte :—Delegates .intending to move
amendments are requested to sead ths same
to the Secretary, 43cd Madras Btate Edaca.

tional Conference, Canara High School, -

Mangalore, to reach him on or before
8rd May, 1953,

Editorial

ddressing recently the executive of the
All-Ceylon Union of Teachers, Col.

. Donald- Portway, Master

The working of St. Catherine’s College;

- “of the =~ _Cambridge, gave . an
Butler Kot  interesting account of the

" " working of the Butler Act

-in England. He points out that the only
striking. innoyation in. the - Act, which
reorganised education in England after the
World War II, is’ that throughout the Act
there runsthe conception tbat education
~ should provide both for yoyth and maturity.
%It is also implicit in the Act that the

“fundamental principle both in education for

 Jife and in gll community planning must be

_""Col. - Portway’s, analysis™ is". primarily

* interesting because of certain -weaknesses

 ‘which he has noticed in-the working of

‘what is by far the most idealistic Education
Act that has ever reached the Statute Book’.
The idealistic assumption that all children
react to kindness has resulted in a break.
down of discipline, as teachers are allowed
only to persuade by mild exhortations. The
attempt to extend whole-time education to
16 years seems to assume that all children
are equal in aptitude and ability and does
not give adequate recognition to the fact
that many childrea want to start earning at
14, The Butler Act, Col. Portway goes on
to observe, assumes: that it is dealing
with an actual welfare state.

These 'weaknesses’ a!so form part of the
educational plans in our country, There is
a tendency to indulge in idealism without
taking into account practical realities. If,
as Col. Portway hints, even England is not
a welfare gtate but only a country striving
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to be one, how much more is that true of
our country ! Again, in our plans, owing
to historical reasons, the equality aspect of
democracy tends to be stressed at the
expense of the individuality aspect. In the
result, we are faced not merely witha
breakdown of discipline, but also with a
catastrophic lowering of standards through-
out the country at all levels of education.

Yet another weakness pointed out by
Col. Portway in the educational set-up in
England is that salaries of teachers ‘are
notoricusly and scandalously low’. This is
a matter on. which India is decidedly much
worse off than England. The low status of

© the teacher and his shabby emoluments
_ were part of the English tradition imposed

on us during the British rule. If talent and
ambition are driven away, asthey are, from
education as a career, we are bound to
enter on a period of continually accelerating
fall in standards, .

Thus the English experience seems to be
full of valuable lessons for us, A
| ‘ i

Sri S.C. Roy. in the Educ~tional Quarterly
published by the Government of India,
refers to the post-war
Bifurcation reconstruction in French
in Franee  education under a plan
prevared by a committee
presided over by Paul Langevin. While the
Langevin Report recognises the right of
every child to education, the French system
provides for two types of school, one for
those who do not propose to go beyond the
primary stage and the other for those
desiring a longer course. The ideal is to
educate children from 6 to 18 years, Some
sort of selection at the secondary stage
seems to have been found necessary.
system of entrance examination at the age
of 11 hgs been introduced. Also there are
classzs nouvalles, functioning as laboratories
where the children can be tested for abilities
and tastes and aptitudes. Between the ages
of 11 and 14 there is a period of orientation,
where a wide variety of optional subjects
help to revesal the temperament and talents
of the students, - :

The problem of bifurcation at the second-
ary stage confronts us in India also. And
we would do well to take note of the
experience of other countries faced with a
similar situation,

© 8ri V. B. Karnik deseribes two experi-
ments in the project method of Adult
k Education among the
Edult Education Macris of New Zealand
among tha  in the March issue of the
Maoris = Indian Jowrnal of Adult
Eaucaiion. A saw mill pro-
ject and a carved meeting house project
seem to have led to remarkable results, The
first originated at a week-end adult edu-
cation school where the adults were discus.
sing as to what should be done with the
timber on cne of the blocks of land belong-
ing to the Maoris. There was a suggestion
that a saw mill should be established by the
Maoris to use the timber on Maori lands,
instead of selling the cutting rights to white
millers, as was usually done. The tutor in
charge of the week-end class decided to
organise an adult education programme
round this theme. Lectures and discussions
were arranged about every step in organis
sing a saw mill. The community as a whole
was induced to participate. The programme
included week-end classes, talks and
Jectures by technical experts, distribution of
data on milling and visits by select groups
to timber country and timber mills. The
results of the project were gratifying, A
saw mill wag established with capital raized
from Maori sources, Their leaders got
trained in business methods and their
labourers got jobs.

As a result of some-adult education classes
on the tribal history and culture of the
Mzoris, young people became enthusiastic
about building a meeting house with car.
vings worthy of the people’s art. The
resources of the tribe were fully used for
the purpose. The whole tribe attended
meetings and discussions and learnt about
the culture and historical meaning of the
meeting house and the significance of the
symbolism in the carvings, Actual carving
lessons were also given. This programme
touched the heart of the tribe and hasgiven
them a new vision.

Adult education projects on similar lines
are needed to put new life into our village
communities.

One of the biggest problems facing the
Government in this country is the expan-
_ sion of primary education

Fxpansion of on the scale required by
Primary situation in which we find
Education  ourselves. With more than
80% of the people illiterate,
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the task facing us is really colcssal, Opti.
mistic views about solving this problem are
disappearing under the impact of subborn
practical difficulties. In a recent issue the
Calcutia Review points out that these difficul-
ties were not foreseen by our political
leaders before independence. The question
of finance is all important. And we have
now reached a position where our state
governments find themselves unable to
spare the money needed for quick progress
towards universal education. Even the Five
Year Plan has been able to allot only a very
small sum for being spent on education.
The Calcuita Review dismisses the plan for
conscripting teachers as no solution for the
financial difficulties involved. It declares:

“In fact what we may expect at the present

time is not any revolutionary progress but
only a gradual expansion of literacy and
primary education.”’ .

This may seem a disheartening conclusjon.
But it underlines the necessity for radically
examining our facile assumption that some-
how or other we can carry through an
expansion of primary education on the lines
familiar to us in Western countries. If
hard facts stand in the way, then thereis
need for thinking about other methods of

“achieving our objectives. It is in this

 Education quotes the Teachers’ World a3

- end of the 19th century and the beginning

‘connection that .the proposal of our state
government to have half-time classes for
students of primary schools becomes
significant. Dr. L. Mukerji writing in

saying : “Half-time education was anathema
to teachers and other educationists at the

of the 20th.. But half-time at the right time
has much to commend it.”” "It instances the

"~ county college for those over the age of

compulsory attendance and also a nursery * pnblished on the 29th of every wonth.

school at Greenwich where children will at-

~‘tend half-time. Dr. Mukerji himself agrees
 with® - half-time - attendance in primary
~classes. . E

T Fuller details ‘about our - Government

i

- plans are needed before their implications
- cau -be grasped.-.In. the meanhile, they
- suggest a plea on:the part: of the Govern-

ment not to allow.too great a disparity

between plans and resources, . . .
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University Autonomy

By Sgr1 P, Kopanpa Rao, Servants of India Society, Bangalore.

Education Vs. University: The Goverg.
ment of India’s proposal to create a Central
Council to regulate the standards of Indian
Universities has been criticised largely on
the ground that it would affect the *auto.
nomy ' of the Universities, Autonomy is a
blessed word; Everybody wants it, Most
oftep, it means that one should have auto.
nomy to spend money which another had
raised, Most Indian Universities are
examining bodies, whose main work is
examining pupils of teachirg colleges, whkich
are managed by Government or private
bodies, They claim an antonomy from the
Btate which the Education Departments,
which manage pearly nine-tenths of the
education in the states, from Primary to
College level, hardly make, on the ground
that Unnversxty is more than a mere
Department of Government. No institation
hasaspecml claim for autonomy, simply
because it is called a University, Higher
eduacation and research are not the mono-
polies of Universities, Indeed, most Indian
Universities' do wery little of these. The
teaching colleges do most of the teachmg
and some research, while research instita-
tions domost of the research and some
teaching, If the Government is competent to

" mapage institutions of higher teaching and

research without conceding autonomy to
them, there is no convincing reason why it
should concede it to an examxmng Univer-
sity. . Indead, if the Goveromeat is compes

LIX-—G-—I

tent to manage Its numerous and varied
Departments of public astivity, including
most of tha education, there is po reason
why it should bs considered incompetent to
mansge the universities as well, If the
Government be incompetent, then it is an
argument to replace it by a more compstent
one, and not to rescue only a few uaiversi-
ties: When, in the pursuit of the welfare
state, Government has undertaken plaaning
of not only the public, but also the private
sector of activity, it seems untenable that
Universities should demand an autonomy
which no others claim or gete Under
planning for the welfare state, even private
institations, which peither ask nor receive
state grants, have to fall into line. Univer.
sities which seek and get largs Government
grants, cannot claim exemption on the
ground that they are * temples of learning™,
as if even & primary school is not a “temple
of learning”, As the American President’s
Commission on Higher Education, inits
report, Higher Education for American
Democracy, said : * Public responsibility for
the support of education implies public
responsibility for the policles which are
sapported ” (Vol, V.p. 87) This applies to
all stages of education, from Primary to
University, Indeed, the same Report advo-
cated centralised control of all levels of
education in the stete. It said:

** The unbroken continuity of objectives
of education at all levels makes it highly



82 THE EDUCATIONAL REVIEW

desirable for the Btate to vest in a single
'Sta_te department’ of education whatever
jurisdiction the State should exercise over
all education from the nursery through the
University,” (Vol, I11, p, 71) -

There seems to be no administrative jus-

tification for the distinction between

“higher '_' education . under an autonomons
Unlvetplty and *‘ lower " education under a
subordinate Department of Government, If
autonomy is desirable, all education in the
Btate' should be under an autonomons
board, and not the University alone, In any

event, autosomy and the beggi
ill together, gging bowl go

Autonomy in England : Often the analogy
of England is qaoted in support of the
asatonomy of Indian universities, Sir Erpest
Barker, in British Universities, (British
Council, 1949) emphasised that the British
Universities were * essentially autonomous
(pe 17) and were not controlled by the
Ministry of Education; though Government
grants amounted {0 nearly twoethirds of
their budgets in recentyears. Bat he also
added that **democracy in education meant
maximum freedom for each educational
society—for each school as far as possible
but certainly for each University.” (p. 23).'
Mt.‘ H."C. Deat, in British Education
[British Council, 1949) said that British
Education was characterised by the ¥ auto-
nomy of the school sud the professional
freedom of the teacher” (p. 10); that upto
1944 these were “ more pronounced in the
tecondary than in the primary. schools"
and that they were at their ** fulless -and
most complete . form in.the universities "
(p. 11), that the ‘autonomy of the primary
and. secondary._schools was  protected by
erir management-boards, -who gave the
. atmost” freedom **- to. the head-teachers,
who,.in thelr - turn, “extended it to. their
issistant teachers. ** For a head teacher to
lictate to an assistant how he or she shonld
each a subject or conduct a schaol ‘socisty -
§ rare-and always resented,’s (p, 11) , -
- Limitations This universal aatonomy was
ot - without. lmitations, ‘;Thez?na;nscgt;f
cacher.. cheerfully: dscepted: the advice' of .
be hoad-teacher, which was readily :given,

The head teacher enjoyed autonomy, provid-
ed be retained the confidenos of the board
of management. The universities enjoyed

_ autonomy, subject to the anthority of Par-
liment, (p.- 11 It seems that each institution
enjoyed autonomy, limited by its superior, at
the latter's discretion, In this sense, auto-
pomy seems universal in all homan activi.
ties, edncational and cther,

Dr. H, W. Dodds, who made a special
investigation of the autonomy epjoyed by
British Universities, said: ‘' Neverthsless,
the universities (in Britain) are not freein
the sense -of tke self-determination they
enjoyed twenty-five years ago.” (Governs
ment - Assistance to Universities in Great
Britain, H, W- Dodds and others, Columbia
University Press, 1992, p. 24).

Mr, Dodds quoted Liord S8imon, chairman
of the University of Manchester and of the
editorial board of the Universities Quarterly,
as saying: " Today, the State is entering
the field of University affairs with almost
explosive force.” (ibid: p: 97)

Autonomy in America: In America, there
areabout 1,800 iostitations of higher edu-
cation, two-thirds of which are private
foundations independent of government
control; but increasingly receiving grants
from Government; As regards the rela-
tions between Government and the Univer-
sities, the President’s | Commission on
Higher Education, in its Report, already
quoted, said: *‘Sound public policy demands
furthermore, that State and local bodies are
able to exercise at all times the right to
review and control educational. policies in
any institution or agency for which public

~monies are appropriated and expended.”
(Vol, V, p. 57.) T

- University Gmnis'{,‘ommittee: It is often

. maintained that the auconomy of the Bri-
tish Universities was : not affected,  because

Government grants are" distributed by the.
Universisy Graats Committee -and not by

_ the Government direct. It is -noteworthy,

however, that the University Grants Come-

_mittee Is appointed by Government and nat
eleoted by the Universities, that it is appoint- -
ad oot the

A 3
- » i

ed be;fjtlga‘ Minis:ry of Finanze.

SUNLIVIDLLL AULUVNUVIMLL [

Ministry of Education, and thatincreasingly
government assistance takes the form of
ear-marked grants as distinguished from
block grants.. Regarding the effect of the
last, Lord Simon said: *¢ This whole pro-
cedure makes a revolutionin the relations
of the Government and the Universities.
Hitherto, with quite minor exceptions, the
University Grants Committee has givea an
anpnual block grant to each university to
spend as it wishes, Now, for the first time,
this large additional grant is given for a

_specific purpose, subjeot to the approval of

detailed progosals from each university as
to how the money is to be speat, This is
the first example of real planning and con-
trol of the universities by the Government.”
(Government Assistance to Universities
Great Britain, H. W. Dodds pnd others,
Cotumbia University Press, 1952, p: 15)

- The British University Grants Committee

visited the universities freguently, inter-.

viewed stadents, staff and management;iand
acquired an extensive koowledge of their
affairs, acd tendered advice without seeking
' to interfere with the autonomy of the uni-
versities. The latter, while free to reject
advice, slmost invariably found it prudent
to accept it, lest the grants be not renewed.
In fact, the Brutish Universities have just
as much autoncmy as the University Grants
Ccmmittee chooses to give them, and the
Uaiversity Grants Committes has as much
autonomy as the Chancellor of ths Ei.
chequer allows. According to Mr. Dodds, the
success of the Umversisy Graats Committes
rested fundamentally upon unwritten C€one
ventions and personal and sccial relations
unmatched elsewhere, and any attempts to
formalise them would destroy them, Dr,
Dodds came to the farther conclusion that
.the .principle of greater accountability to
.Parliament would in the long ruan come out
" victorious even in England,

 British vs. Indian Universities: Most of
‘the British and American Universities are
teaching instituticns and originated as prie
vate fcundaticns, which subsequently receiv-
ed Btate charters, and inherited strong
traditions of - antogomy. Their autoncmy

- was aflected when they askéd lor snd re-

ceived state assistance, Except for Shantini-
ketan and the Karve University, which
started as private foundations and were
given State charters long afterwards, maost
other Indian Universities wera the creations
of the State and dependent on State grants
from the very beginning and never attained
the autonomy of the British Universities at
its highest. Further, in England and
America there are private orgaunisaticas to
maintain standards, evalanate the work of.
the Universities and accredit them. In
India, the Universities are largely depend-
ent on Government even for such pur-
poses, The need for State intervention is,
thus, greater in India than elsewhere,

State Vs. University : It has been repeat-
edly admitted that the standards of educa-
tion have been falling since independeace,

. The Ipndian Universities, individually or

collectively, do not seem to hava beea able
to stem the tide, much less reverse it. Such
revelations as have to coma to light about
the inefficiency and corruption in the Uni-
versities are sickening to @ degree. The
Intsr«University Board does not Szem to
bave done anything in tha matter. It was
Government that instituted enquiries and
published reports. For instance, the Mysore
(Government requested the late Sir C, R.
Reddy to report on the education system in
the Mysore State. His Report exposed in
restrained but unmistakable language soms
of its very grave defects at alllavels, inctad-
ing the Uaiversity, Daring the debate on
the Agra Uuiversily Amendment Bitl on
the 6:h Nov.. 1952, sne U.P. Edacation
Migister made revelations wnich do nd
credit to the University or otner ** autono-
mous” bodies, Thought of Delhi had not
exaggerated, whea 1t said on the 156:h Now,,
1952, that somas uaniversities positively reeked
with the kind of petty scheming and 10~
trigus cne would have associated with tha
court of some deoadeat princsling, rathes
than with a centre of enlightenment,

The U, P. Eduzation Minister said that
while Government had no 1ateation to dise
turb the autonomous charadter of ths uanie
versitles, it could not remain a helpless
spectator of corruption and nepatism in thg
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universities, It may be that the Govern-
ment themselves are not altogether above
board and free from personal, political and

communal influences. As political bodies,
they are bound to face such pressures. But

the University, which is an academic body,
has no excuse forit; Inany event, the
Government 1s responsible to the legise
lature, the electorate and the tax~payer in a
way and to an extent that the University is
not;

Pickwickian Autonomy: Nobody was a
greater advocate of university autonomy
than the late 8ir C. R; Reddy, who was
Vice-Chancellor of the Andhra University
for several years, In his Report on Mysore
Education, he pleaded for greater autonomy

for the Mysore University, which is a State

Ugiversity unlike most other Universities in

"Iodis:. Paradoxically enough, he advo- .

_cated that the Syndicate should consist only
of Government tervants and nominated
members, In effect, he recommended anto-
nomy in a Pickwickian sense: a Governs
ment-dominated Byndicate, with an appeal
to Government ! His reason was that only
thus would the University command the
confidence of the Government ! While bis
paradoxical recommendation has been cri=

ticised in some quarters, his reflections on
the University have not been denied.

"Cooperation Vs, Autonomy: If, in the
interest of securing common siandards
among several affiliated colleges, it is neces-
sary that the University should control
them, it seems equally necessary thaf some-
body shounld control the several Universities
to secure minimum common standards and
parity of value for the degrees conferred by
the several Universities, If each Univer-
sity should claim autonomy from the State
to maintain ifs individuality, i$ seems
equally reasonable that each college should
have antonomy from the University to
maintain its own individuality, It is much
more useful to stress mutual cooperation
than individual autonomy. -

Control Vs, Tool: It seems desirable
that the Central Government should exer.
cise effective control over all the Universi-
ties. Itis only of incidental Importance

whether it is exercised thrrough a new -

Central Board, or a. University - Grants
Committee, or by the more frequent and

effective use of the Visitorial Powers
_already vested in the Government, It is

.~

the deed that matters, not the tool,

Indiscipline in Students—A Natid'n-wide Disease

By 8p1 Goran KRISENA B. A, Haldwani |

‘.I’NmscmLmE has become & problem -

- % to-day. But in a country, like ours,
where selfishness has become everbody’s

__birth-right, ideals a hollow-mockery, cons~

‘cience p dead elemen$, national welfare a
. thing of pasty blackmarketing a daylight
" practice; corruption and favouritism the
fashion of the day, stabbfng in the back a
. - common tendency, misleading and deceiving
... » prime concern of the political leaders, it is

" no wonder, if her stadents have gone un-

- tuly and indisciplined. - -

® = “Mr, Modl, whils sddeessing the Kisborl

‘Remman Degree Ocllege, Mathura, on 18th

November, 1951, has rightly observed:
* The evil was, however, not confined to the
students, and they ‘alone were not to be
blamed....cooeeess The  students’ problem
should be treated as a part of the disease
(of moral turpitude), prevailing ona nation-
wide scale””” To redress the indiscipline,
we have to deepen the moral consciousness
in the entirs commaunity of people.

Anyway, there canaot be two opinions

thas the sense of discipline is losing grouad

~in the younger generation with rapidity, -

and 1 shall venture to analyse this problem

wherein liea the destiny: of the nationm,

below,

INDISCIPLINE IN STUDENTS—A NATION-WIDE DISEASE 8%

The first and the foramost reason for the.
students’ indiscipline, in my point of view,
is that the students remain unengaged for
most of their time, They remain in insti.
tutions hardly for three or four hours, if
they bave not crossed the intermediate class-

. es, and as thelr studies progress, the time

gces on lessening to the extent that in their
post-graduate classes (leaving the science
faculty) they have to attend only two periods
s day. When they have no work to do,
their indulgenca in mischiefs is more
nataral than habitual, An idla mind is the
Devil’s workshop. I feel sure, if the stndeats
be provided, as in foreign countries, with
part time jobs, things are bound toimprove.
This would not only lessen the burden of
the guardians, bnt wounld slso make the
students feel their individual responsibilities
more. ‘Too many holdings should also be
avoided.

Further I would sum up the reasoas of
indiscipline under four heads : (1) neglect
by parents, (2) Iinadequate attention by
teachers, (3) misguidance by pclitical lead-
ers, and (4) the effect of social ills,

They begin with the attitude of the parents
towards their wards: it can be said that they

_ are 50 hard-hit economically these days that

they have time only for worrying and no
leisure to attend to children. Moreover,
they have mostly large families, on account
ot which their attention is divided among
too many children, Parents should watch
over the movements and interests of their
wards negligently, Now I come to the
second factor, that the teachers do not ade-
quately look after the studeats. I think
that to prepare them for, and getting them
through, in their coveted examinations, is
not the only coricern of the teachers. They
have to makeeach of them a maa, for *“no
Man unless he is more than a Man ", They
avoid coming into close contaat of them
though they can be of much help to the stu.
dents, if they  do so. - They can easily
impress the students, can mould them in the
way they like, by their individual personal-
ity, good qualities, enviable virtues, and
treasures of learning, It is, therefore,
peceesary that very able and capable per-

sons are appointed on the staff. DBut here
we should not forget an important factor
that the teachers ara very poorly piid, on
account of which they cannot pay so much
attention towards their stadents, as thsy
wish to, and as ‘they should. Senior and
influential lecturers and professors and proc.
ters should hold meetings of the stadents
every now and then, advising and exhort-
ing them to be more disciplined. I would
also like to suggest that the method of pre-
vention, and not of desection, can deliver
the goods. Imposing heavy fiaes and
rastications or expulsions woull not”be of
any avail, for the former wonld bea tax
on the guardians, and the latter would lead
the students from bad to worse. Thay may,
however, be marked abssatfor a few days,
as a last resort (I do not meaa espulsion)
because it is only attendances of which
stodsnts are a bit afraid, They do nst like
to waste a year through inadequats atten-
dance,

The present political lealers are also
responsible in part for the growing indisci-
pline in students, Many inefficient and
undeserving persons havs bzen crowned as
leaders on tha support of particalar parties.
They are not conscious of nor do they bo-
ther to bs, their enormous daties as leaders
and on account of their gross negligence of
their functions, they have become parasites
for the nation. To call them mis-leaders
woald not be inapt. They cananot think
their addresses $o stuients comglete, naless
there is a political tioge ia them, Thsy try
to arouse emotions in studeats, who are
easily liable to fall in their trap. Bat this
degrades and vitiates the yoang minis of
our couatry, as well as poisons and injures
the healthy atmosphere of the temples of
learning, Such short-sighted palicies give
way to frastration aand diversion and ulti-

“mately to indisoiplins, in students. Qar so.

called leaders shonld mend their waysin
the Interest of the students aad the nation
at large,

Last, bul not the least important fastor
of the indiscipline 1a studeats isthe effect
of the social ills, which cling to the whela
of the society trom top to bottom., Thssq
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mal practices and evils considerably contrie
bute towards leading the students astray.
Moreover, people show no sympathy
towards the students: nay, they, instead,
nurse prejudices against them, It caa safely
be said that our students are not so indis-
ciplined as -they have been thought of by
- the people. We should mot forget that
generally hasty and uaripe conclasions do
more harm than good to the nation. ‘

The police and the students—the two
dynamic forces of ths society do not enjoy
perfect harmony of feelings and viewpoints.
Many judicial inquiries have revealed that
the police dragged innocent .students into
the picture as mischief-mongers, dus to
their being already prejudiced against them,
Such a spirit is not haalthy for the country.
Wae should, therefore, follow the suggestion
given by theeditorisl of the Aindustan T'imes
of 18-11-52, to encourage *' social contacts

»

between the police and the studeats, that
police officers be invited to addrass the stu~’
deats and Uaiversity professors the police.”
An active co.operation betweea the police
and the students would go along way ic
makiog India & strong and disciplined
country, ' )

When the entire aocial stracture is fall
of ills, how can students, who are part

and parcel of society, remain unaffected?.

It is imposible, Would it, therelors, not bs
cbnoxious and ridiculous even to think of
bettering the affairs of the studeats, without
improving the whole of soclety, purging and.
purifying itof its ills? We have to con-
csntrate our attention oo *developing
character among teachers, parents, stadents
and commnaity at large.” Everyone of a3
shoald therefore,. give his.or her b,
towards attaining this goal, wherein lies the
fature prosperity of the nation.

*-Fulfilment of vows as part of Eiducavtio'n'

_ Mr, G. W. Valentioe of the University of
’Blrmmgham‘sbays in his well-known work,
‘ Tﬂa New Psychology of the Unconscious :

.« ' Probably, the thrill of pleasute experi-
enced when we feel that we have done the
right thing helps to stawp the tendency to-
wards the performaace of that action, go

- that on another occasion it is more likely to'
~recur thanit was previously. It is -quite-

- likely tha' the unpleasantness of - faildce

-/leads to an avoidaace ol repetition of the’

.useless action, an automatic tendeacy for it
“not .to -occur, which we .may also call a
- repression,” : Now ‘this- intibition of she
unsuccessful action is usually quite wuain-.

 tentional if Dot unconscious, We can some-~'

- $imes detect’ an ' erroneous. movement, but.
- moromally, spsclally “a3 “we got " more skilled,
the modifications besoms ‘more and ‘more

By 8rt Re M, THAKOR, Kangri -

facilitation of wrong impulsesaud the right
ones’’ . . S
Prof. Liaird, ths graat psychologist, says

in a letter to the authcr of the book quoted

~above: 5 -
* If, as you do, you maks repression part

-of the general process of turaing away from

what is painful, it is surely clear that in

most cases such repression 'is useful, and
_this seems in line with your general poiats,
. 'i. 8y that repression is (oaly) occasionally
._hurtiul, and that the hurtfal cases : (at least
‘wWhen pronounced) ars tha neuratic ones.’’.

. ANCIENT SYSTEM

‘The ancient sages ‘bt?t? India fnliy' naders
stood and graspad this psyshologioal trath

. aad mada volaatary  suppression, or evea
. involaataey repressicn, ia ag atmosphers of
- raverent faith and desire for tha attaiment
~ of spiritaal marit, an sssaatial et - of theiz
eystem of eduoation, .- . e

T

\
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. A ¢ brahmachari or neophyte (a child who
had been entrusted to a teacher with reli-
gious fervour and to the aczompaniment of
Vedic recitation which created an atmos-
phere of sanctity that affected both the
master and the disciple and made them feel
that they were being transported into a
universe of new values and made t> under=
go a process of moral transfiguration) was
required to get up early in the morning,
have a dip in a flowing stream even in bleak
cold, go about bare-footed and bare-beaded
even when the sun shome in sweitering
heat, to partake of simple food not at all
seasoned or converted into a delicate dish, to
take the threefold vow of chastity, poverty
snd humility, and to avoid mixing over-
much with membears of the other sex
exceot under conditions which hereditary
inhibitions and racial repressions invested
with sanctity, i. e,, with women at the sight
of whom the stimulation of ths sexumal im-
palse was a sacrilege which degraded bim
not only in the eyes of the world bat in his
own eyes. Rigid isolation of the sexes was
no part of the ancient indiansystem of eda-
cation, but indiscriminate intimacy between
juvenile sections of both sexes was tabooed:
Looking upon a woman o lust after her
was regarded as a sin of the deepest dye
which could be wiped off only by severe
penances.,

The result of this system of education

" was that young men and women of that
period were strong, healthy, bandsoms, seli-
relisnt, practical, brave and absolutely un-
conventional with no trace of the prurient
about them.

Inspired by the teachings of Rishi Daya-

'¢ nand, Swami 8hraddhanaad made an effort
to revive this ancient system of moral dis-
cipline and 'started the first Gurukala on

the baok of the Ganges. The university .

has now ‘' passed the experimental stage
and has turped out hundreds- of gra-
duates or snatakas, as.they are called,
who have taken their rightful place in the

: ardaous work of ‘national upheaval-—reli.

gious, social, moral!y and political.

:  They are not coaveation-riddes and are -
- potashamed of their heritage, They do

pot feal that an Indian cannot raise bis head
in pride and rise to the full height of his
moral statare, unless he stiffens himself up,
even in tha hot month of Juns, in foreign
dress which isunsaited to tropical climases,
They do not feel the least hesitation in rub.
bing shoulders with the most eminent
foreigners, whils dressed in the Indianstyle
and squatting oa the floor. They do not
despise ths magnificent culture which is
their precious heritage, On the contrary,
they consider themselves as its custodians,
while always eager to enrich it by assimila-
tion of all that is best in occidental caltare
and dovetailing into it all that has tended to
the glory of modern Earope and Amsrica.
They are datifal sons and faithful husbaads.
They enjoy tha nataral tasie of wholasoma
nourishing food and do not rua after condi-
ments and over.cooked dishes which ruin
the stomaoh and derange the liver,

OLD SPIRIT, NEW FORM

In the Gurukala, the spirit is ancient,
but the form is modern. The system is
ancient, but the methods of teaching and
organization are modern. Tbare we have
the old ambrosia in new bottles, For the
last few years, a new experiment in woral
fraining and inculcation of right behavioar
has been tried and besn crowned with a fair
amount of success. In ancient times, only
a small number of students lived in the
home of the teacher as members of his
family, and the Acharya or Guru wasin a
position to watch personally the develop-
ment of the faculties of hispupils wtth a
view to the eradication cf evil propensities
and the fostering of noble impulses. In the
Gurukala University of Kangri at Hardwar,
we have thousands of studeats and quite a
regiment of teachers, Itis an educational
colony. .

In such a colony, it is Impossible for the
Acharya to give individual attention to all
his pupils. He has to relegate a part of his
authority to his colleagues, who, inthe very
natare of things, cannot command the same
amoant of reverence asthe Acharya who
has initiated them— however worthy they
way be., The boys cars much more for
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the approbation of their Achar on
ya than for and the
‘t)im: l;)ef ut}lnoslenwgndsre itmmediately in charge publicityieason for d
: rder to ensure that th ‘
Acharya may be kept informed of the behaf PLEASING HABITS
There is a second form which is filled up

viour of each individual pupil and of th
moral progress that he is m;)ki'; e ovidom. b i
g as evidenc. DY the superintendent actually i
nation has been sdded, ©fthe Boardand the Ach i i
called the Vrat-Abbh i ’ b ontny e
_ th . yas Fariksha, or B8reexpected to watch the :
Exii?gatvlggv :o ensure the Faithfnl F’vulﬁl_ viour of the boys and to se(::!]zm:;g 3:1;;:;
s , » epportunities for doing so, Marks
- L 8!’0 -
TRUST Y ed by the Board under this head fg:v;ﬁ.
BEGETS TRUST sonal cleauliness, neatness of the seat in the

There are two pri .. dormitory, orderly arr
. one of the forms i‘;rsigi);dlif;r)jtzs;acﬁ czp“{l of and other .belongiuj;s of tzzg;‘%?itOi)oefdzZ%is
thecollege department, On the psngol"ogiLﬂ punctuality, social service, willing co-opera:

edaction given wide

tion withthe teachers, etce The resalt is

al principle that “trost b
egets trust,” he j :

pbysical exerci . intellectual work an :

tioial pmye;ms&o’:?d 30'595 téla congrega- unless he attains | :e Z{gi‘;’;g"! his degree,
that it is shamefal [t)opngare ?g]tst;ee ‘:".’W efflciency in desirable aand prgcr?ﬁguf%tmgf
When they are trusted so much, Ia 2!::.?? of outward behaviour, ' S

case the psychology that ; ' ) V)
same wh N t imperative nee :
many tin;z}s! %’:ﬁ;se l?enc;nlxlm pel;_rson think gegtee makes even naturallg Ofeags;“;gigng
tells a lie when a oys studio i i o
oath has e , ) n llous and creates in i
o o Sdminiore o b, oven. 421y Whic I mocycaes, pards thongh
o 8 he may not be life, this examinati i ”
punctilious as to what be b ination spurs on u i
. otters, An exalt- Studentst h Civersity
- ed notion of self-res i jai 0 shake off slovenly habits
( pect is fostered which 8&cquire the habi y habis and
makes it difficalt for th i wote quire the habits of personal cleanli
‘ 1e pupil to commit and neat o O oan iness
act of self-abaseraent, A ' ‘ an i ness and orderliness in relation
7 ) . . | to
for the o powerful motive their physical sorroundines, ms
 engat b g of e o . et b, e o e
. roogh in their manners the i
. art of polish
speecjn, and induces the naturally inp;pe:ti?ﬁ
ent lads to assume the forms of polite

ponsibility for this desirab
orm of behaviour rests with the pupil.aar:(g

. Although we rely a i
, h we pon this motive force
7 :Z tol;einliz:;::nSpdu:g pf action, the fear of :ttxge'
i on and desire to win the. g i
~ tion of o1d 0 the. approba- cf time, the pupil percei
. "ers are . 9:;:08;33 al;°;:1;‘:;te:;i..’1'dhe’teach. even m;teriiflup\;alﬁzmgﬁise;: gvil:-]tom'l aug
o8 are. i nd and to. note habits i F16% -an
- aown the - names -of aots are formed  which *
ggmy of lapses - and ggi:lié?igg I;z;vdem:eeig :eu gn:;?ntatioh o she totalit;%?d;feeas?m:::
- these matters, - When the Hl i oo, and s relapse int ‘
_ “of the Examiration Board monthly meeting - habits of solvenli latterniines
 of the Examica is held 10 awars  boe ; iness, and slatternlines
- mirks, the  for - ] ar ecomes psychologi i
- ’¢9mpa': ed wit l:ezl::i?s ;:;:sb'are carefully ' logically gizﬁct‘ut' 5:.02130::3 ofqven by
300 I fraud i 4 oaroies mad Yy the puopils, logical associations and new| ey o
e, o 8 Catecte ;_"n;mks are deducted ~ ways of nervous dischm'geeW 7 formed patt- .

-

speech surcharged with hamility, In coarse -

The Falling

By Srl; K. BATHYANARAYANA MumTRI, B.

Standards

A:, B. £d. Head Master,

" Board High School, Nagari (Chittoor Districts)

When 1 was correcting 8 8. L, C- Exa-

mipation papers a few ideas occurred
‘to e abent why the standards were falling
and how they could ke raised, 1 thought
1 cculd skare my thcughbts with educas
tlonalists. '

Papers on * knowledge * subjects are
now divided into two parts, Part I con-
tains small essay-type questions, in which
the pupils are expected to give o few facts
cogently about one incident or experiment
or tteory etc. The performance of the
pupils in this part is far below expectations,
The puplls do not posSes the necessary
grasp of the facts of the subject-matter for
arrangiog $hem cogenily. They forget
the fundamentals and make a mess of the
points. '

It cannot be denfed that the performance
of a pupil in part I is the best test for
assessing his knowledge of the sabject, If he
really noderstands the subject, he should be

_able to argue and arrive at the required

polat, _

Is it not therefore right to take the
marks which the pupil recelves in part I
as the basis for evaluating his abilities ?

(2) Part II of the question paper aims at
testing the exactness of isolated points, It
is & recent innovation in the educational
field. These types of questions are exs
cellently suited for revision.

But there are a, very largenumber of
cases, where pupils, who lack woefully in
part I, getting less than 5/50, get as much as
80/50 in patt 1], and thus get through with
oredit, S ‘

Cbhildren are trained in the powers ol
observation in the new scheme. I# is easy
for them to see their friends’ papers from
- distance and put the letters A, B, G, or D,
or 1. 2, 8, 4 in the matching type of ques-
tlons, To avoid such easy metbods. of
“oopying”, I suggest the following
procedure - ' - _—

 Multiple choice type:  The children may
be asked to underline the correct answers
instead of inserting the letters in- the

* brackets.™

LIX~5~2

Matching type + The children may be
asked to frame one sentence on the two
matched units and give a complete idea.
Any sensible, fully correct statement may
be awarded s score, Thus the pupil’s
ability to express correctly will be testeds

'(8) Next, I wish to put forward my view
in the valuation of parts I and 1I. The

_marks got by a stadent for part I coanstitute

a more correct estimate of his ability. The
marks for part II are only for stray ideas
which the student I able to recapitulate,

To view part I and II as equal with
equal maxima has resulted, I feel, in a
perceptible lowering of standards, about
which our national leaders are constantly
warning us, :

8o I propose this remedy: The marks
which a student gets in paper I must be
taken as the primary marks, In paper II,
no student should be awarded more than
twice the marks he gets in part I
Let me give a concrete example.
Suppose a student gets 8 marks in part | 4
Then, if he gets 20 in part 11, heshould be
given only 16 and no more. If he gets less
than 16, the actmal marks that he gets
must be taken. This moderation may- be
a better method for judging the students’
abilities. Then the students will try to do
well in the essay type questions, which
will help to raise the standards,

(4) Lastly, I wish to put forwazd a very
novel idea for improvement of standards.
The Government must make It compul-
sory for all masters to answer the question
papers of the respective subjects which they
are handling. Then,the masters can give
thelr answers, which give a clear indication
of the masters’ standards on which depend
the pupils’ standards.

The masters may be asked to give mot
only the answers, but also a brief criticism
of “individual questions. A constractive
criticism of the quesiions may also throw
light on the way the questions are set and
taught.

This scheme, I submit, is not costly, but
has much advantage in quickly raising the
falling standards, e
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Elementary Education in Madfas

NEW SCHEME FOR
RURAL AREAS

A pew scheme of rural elementary
education under which the school hours
would ke reduced to three a day leaving
the pupil free to engage, during 'the rest of
the day, in their respective family avoca-
tions will come Into force from 1953—54
and wonld be introduced in lower element-
sry schools, excluding  basic schools, in
rursl areas not included in Municipalities
or major Panchayats;

. The details of the new scheme are as
follows : -

Modification will be made. in the school
hours and training of elementary school
pupils in rural aress, to begin with, to
‘enable them to keep up the habit of doing
~work.which they have been doing, It Is
not desirable that because of thelr schooling
the pupils should become physically and
mentally incapable of productive . activity
which is needed for their individual advant.
-age and that of the country: The burden
of long school hours which 1mpsir. the
~health of young school children should -be
‘reduced and they should have opportunities
- for usefully engaging themselves in village
“actlvitles so as to improve -their general
- knowledge -and their usefulness to the
community.  Young boys.and girls should
. have allotied places in the social organiza-
- tions that constitute the family and the

village. - .

. Tho “application -of thess modifications

" will, for - the: present, be limited to lower -

_elementary schools excluding -basic schools
" for the present in rural areas, i e..those
- not” included *in » Municipalities ' or  major
-, Panehayats, ., R SE SR ST

10URS. OF WORK, .~

., . school
educed.. to: thres hours:a .day, but “the

orking week will extend, if : necessary; to:
‘days, - Eve

-

-day’ for the “puplls will be' _ , age.
~gchool ‘who do not - belong to ocoupational -
familiés and "would require” this speclal . -

chool will: :ke ‘divided: arrangement for craft education,

Into two “batches, One batch will have
work fcr three hours aliernately in the
forencon and the afterncon ; the second
batch will come to tke school during the
other part of the day, This arrangement
is wholly different from the shif{ system

which ,was bitherto permitted in over. .

crowded schools, though the same teacher
will handle both the batches.

The proposed scheme of work will leave
the children free for one half of the day;
they are expected, during this time, to join
their families and do whatever work the
family normally does. This will apply to
all pupils belonging to occupational families,
i, ey those who work with their hands
either as agricultural labourers or land-
owning peasants or artisans such as potters.-
carpenters, Ironsmiths, efe. All girls,
irrespective of the occupation of the parents,
will come under this category becanse they

can usefully occupy themselves in the home. -

'TRAINING UNDER CRAFTSMEN
 There will, however, be ln every village
a certain number of boys whose parents -do
not belong to the oceupational groups. . For

‘them some provision will bave fo be made
to kéep them occupied in a craft. - If there °

Is a village craftsman, these. boys may be
sent to that craftsman for learning work.
during the half day that they do not go o
school, - They will, for all purposes, work
like - apprentices undsr this craftsman.
There will be no ‘other school teacher

. supervising this work ; the ‘craftsman will

be the teacher. He will have to malntain
an attendance register Indicating - that the
boys are present during the allotted - time;
It may be that 'be will sometimes fail to

“secure that'the boys effectively do the work:
and learn “the ‘errft; but, nevertheless, so

long as they are about the -place, they- are
likely ‘to pick-up the work soomer or later.

i I is expected that there may not' be more.

than 5 to 10 children In each small village

] P .
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There are, however, villages where there
is no local craftsman, In such cases it will
be necessary to. induce ome to come and
settle in the vicinity of the school. This
may be more difficult, as he will hava to be
provided with a plot of land and some kind
of a roof for working and living. Where a
school has a sufficient compound, this craft
shed may be erected inside the compound
and provision may gradually be made for
mora than one typa of craft suitable to the
locality. .

Another kind of work which pupils must
get acquainted with is cultivation : for this
purpose suitable arrangements may be
made with farmers in the vicinitys The
pupils will be attached to the farmer in the
same manner as to the craftsman, It will
perhaps be found most convenient to send
the papils to the farmer in certain seasons,
and to the craftsman at other times.

In addition to the regular learning of a,
craft and cultivation in this manger, all
the pupils may. be organised to render ser.
vice to the village in whatever wanner. it
may be possible to do, building sheds, lay-
ing bricks, digging wells, making and im-

_proving village roads, etec, The status and’

importance of the teacher in the village is
likely to improve iu proportion to the ex-
tent to which he is able to organise these

. activities successfally.

. In order to make the local peopls of the

- village take an interest in the school and

guide these extra activities, a village sohool
‘council’ may be constituted consisting of
persons really willing and capable of take
Ing interest in these matters.

“NO DIMINUTION OF

BOOK ENOWLEDGE
" Though the pupils will have work for
20' to 24 periods per week in the school
under the proposed scheme .as against. 85
periods provided in the Elementary Edaca-
tion Mannal, it can be stated with ¢dn-
fidence that there will be no dimination of
the standard in the-language, elemeatary
mathematios, history- and geography,

. bygiene and civies and moral iastraction.

In these sabjects, the sames syllabus’ as ‘be~

fore 'Will be followed and the same number
‘of periods can be provided for each of those

'subjects. Subjects such as nature study and
gardening. physical training, music, handl-
crafts and subjects like drawing, coming

under optional subjects, will not be at-

tempted inadequately in the school, but done
realistically io the normal setting.

II
"THE SCHEME EXPLAINED

The Staff Reporter of the “Indian Express’’
writes under date, May 5:

The New Scheme of rural elementary
education will be introduced in those places
w here there are facilities available for in-
trcduction during this year, it was officially
stated here tcday.

The basis of the whole scheme, it waa
explained, was that whera tha majority of the
parents of ths children are of the occupation-
al class, the chiidren would ba required to
atttend school for only half a day, thus per-
miting them to assist their parents in their
vocations for the rest of the day:

"It is recognised that thera are villages.
where the majority of the pareats do not
belong to the agricultarist, artisan or other
occupational class and therefore arrange-
ments will bava to be made for the school-
ing of their children just asin towns and
major panchayat areas. In suchplaces, the
new scheme would not b3 put into opara-
tion, an official told the Indian Express.
* Where facilities are not available wa will
not spoil the scheme by patting it iato ope-
ration there,’” he added.

Circulars have been sent to all the elements
ary schools to furnish information relatlng
to number of children from occupational

-families compared to the total strength of

the school in order o determiae tha places
where.the new scheme shoald be introduce
ed.

It is realised there may be several village
ers who work as mere agricultural labour+
ers, who may not find it possible ta taka
their children to the ficld, as the owaer of
the land or a tenant can, There are village;
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tco. where the entire adult population gets

up in the morning and proceeds to neighe
bouring workshops or factorles for work.
‘The children of such workers will,it is point.
ed out, have to be treated on a separate foot-

ing. The authorities have taken into consi- -
deration all genuine fears and objections -

raised in regard to the new scheme and
taken note of the feeling that reforms should
pot be rushed through hastily,

The proposal of the Director of Public
Instruction that the scheme will be introduc.
ed only in places where there are facilities
available must satisfy many who have raised
objections on this ground, It is stated what
has already appeared in the Press about the
scheme is only an outline of the policy and
details are being worked out to 1mplement
its

It was stressed by an official that the alm
and object of the scheme was not the intro-
duction of any shift system to provide for
the schooling of double the number of
-children in elementary schools.The fear that
the scheme would result in increasing the
burden on teachers was unfounded. It was
pointed out that for the purpose of grants,
_glementary schools were permitted to have a

_/teacher for every 20 students, If, for instance,
in a school of five standards, there were,
58y, 20 boys in each standard, the school was

- permitted tohave 5 teachers. The number
of teachers permitted depends on the num-
“ber of pupils in the school on this basis.

NO HARD & FAST RULE

- Another important feature of tha
. scheme is that there will be no hard
 and fast general rule that the schools
. begin work st a particular hour In the
-~ morning or evening. It is proposed to
glve the largest latitude to suit the con-
-~ venience of the local people.

;k"""-‘What will be insisted upon is that the
" gchools should functlon for three hours
L ?exther in the mommg or evenings If in an.

- be'epgaged in a particular ocoupation, and
they would like to have their children with
(bew In tbe morning. the School oan (uno

area the ma;onty of the people are found to

tion in the evening and vice versa. This will
ba leti to the discretion of the local people, :

- Itis also proposed to permlis the
closure of schools, if necessary, for sea-
sonal operations, where the majority
are agrlculturists.

The number of working days has been
prescnbed, and so long as this can be adjast-
ed, I} is pointed out that i§ will not matter
much as to when . the holidays should be.
This may be left to be adjusted according
to the needs of the people of the locality.

Theschool hours, in short, will depend on
the kind of work done by the parents, and
the holidays too can be adjusted. ' ’

An oﬁiqlal stated thal there was no rea-
son why children should be forced to attend
schools at a time they would be usefal to
ths parents at home, particularly at the time
when the sgriculiural operations are 'on.
Not only this shoald be recogmsed. but en-
couraged. he added, .

<

'No LOWERING OF STANDARDS

. Thereis ancther fear expressed in
certain quacters that the new scheme
will result in lowering of standards, and
this section feels it would be necessary
to have anotber type of secondary
schools later on for the childrén who

‘undergo instruction under the new
scheme. This fear, it is pointed ont in
official quatters, is an nnneoessary
one, : '

J

. A stady of the workmg of the elementary
schools at present compared to what would
be the case under the new scheme will make

.the position clear. Under the present ele-

mentary school time-table, provislon has
been made for 30 periods in a week. Ordi-
narily, the total number should be 85, Five
periods have been left for any astivity whwh
the chlldren likein each school.

‘Out of the 80 penods. there are only 19
periods for what may be called - * books
knowledge subjects.” Lianguage, Mathes
maticsy History, Geography, Qivics and

| Monl Initruouon constitute the 19 penod-

'«

ELEMENTARY EDUCATION IN MADRAS o3

The remaining eleven periods are allotted
for subjects intended for physical or artistic
development of children. In many element-
ary schools, these amount to nothing. The
posmon of subjects like drawing, crafts,
music, physical instruction etc., in elements
ary sohools is well-known.

- 8o far as the * book-knowledge” subjects
in which pupils are tested when they are
admitted in First Form are concerned, the
time allotted for them under the new
scheme in the school will be the sams, It
in the three hours of school daily, they can
provide for four periods, it will come to 20
periods a week for these subjeots.

EXPLOITATION FEAR

The City Headmasters mentioned at their
recent meeting that if children were sent to
farmers or craftsmen without the teacher
with them, there was the danger of the
ohildren being exploited. They stated that
the children should be guided by the teache
er who was the one eminently fitted for the
job.

‘In answer to such fears, i is pointed out
that nader the schems, the majarity of the
children sent to the farmers or artisans will
be children of the farmers or the artisans
and only a small namber not coming uader
this category would be tagged on with the
majority. Parents would obviously not
exploit their own children. Asregardsths
rest, any complaint of exploitation wouald be
immediately looked into. After all ina
village, it is stated, nothing can be done in
secret, and there is bound to be a hue and
cry if there is aninjustice..

The official added that where a majority
had practical training, it was necessary that
the remaining $00 should fall in line, 50 that
'every one would realise the digaity of
labour, While the majority did a sort of
manual labour, a fow should not bs allowed
to go with a false feeling of supsriority -
They should also be madato realise the dig

nity of labour,

There heve been inthe past several
village industries, which ‘bava lost their ims
portance ard position, due to machines and

big fantories in urban areas. Thas villaga
indastries have not bean able to withstaad
the competition. Uader the new scheme,
the children will be mads to leara some-
thing practical aboat work in the flslds or
crafts. Aa enthusiastic teiachar can play
his role by teaching how bast the village
indastries or thair prodacts caa bz improv.
ed.

What occupational training can be
givento tha childrenin other elementary
schools is-one of the major schemes,
which will hava to be considered later
on, the official said.

Criticism of the scheme on the ground of
‘s child slavery " is dismissed asone made
without realising the position, Thachildrena
are seat to their homes, from where they
come, to be with thair parents, Where is
child slavery hers? What happens to them
if they do not come to school at all? Instead
of & hours in schools, they are asked to
come for three hours and they are made to
stay for longer hours with the parents, and
that is what is reguired under the scheme,

EXTENSION TO HIGHER
CLABSLES

It is further recognised that the schsme
(of providing for oecupatloml training)
should be ' gradually ’ introduced in the
higher classes also, But this is one ofthe
things which would have to be dons only
gradually.

¥ We wish to learn by expeuence what
the things are which would require ims
provement and then go o the higher clase
ses,” an official said.

Tae importaacs of * Citiz3nship Trainiog
Course” introduced as early as 1943 is
stressed in this conmection. At is felt that
the interest of every stadent ina high
school will haveto be looksd after, Tne
Citizanship curricalum bas been revised,
and according to this revised scisme, thera
are two impoctant aspectss Qae is that ia«
side the 8choal iiself, the studenss shoald get
into the habit of social service and self.help.
It is folt that a begianing should be made
from iaside the school in this regard, Ia-
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provements to schools by cleaning, white-
washing and beautifying are some of tha
ways in which stadents conld engage them-
selves, The second aspect is that the students
take pride in what they have dons and take
a personal interest later on. The .students
will realise that there is nothing derogatory
in helping themselves by doing such jobs.

In the elementary schools ut present thers
Is no provision for this type of work.

The question of reducing the number of
hours in high schools is a major problem
and the recommendations of the Elomentary
Education Commission are awaited for re-
forms to elementary education, -

- It isexplained that which iz now sought
under the new elemeatary education scheme
is not totally new, a start. having already
been made in the high schools in 1943
(under the Citizeaship course). =

S8OCIAL WORK

*.The Government of India bave a pro-
posal for promoting a Youth Weltare Move-
ment and they have promised help to ths
Btate to some extent for organised social
work in commanity project areas, For the
maintenance and work of a batch of stg-
dents in thcse areas, what is required is
finance, and if that is forthcoming, sosial
work will be an easy task, - -

< *“It is not as if nothing is being doae now
in high schools, We are oaly takinog it to
lower claases to do more. realistic work,*
the official explained. ~ "
' One of the reasons why this was delayed,
he explained, was because it was -merely-
part of the basic school ides, with the differ-
ence that io a basic sehool everything had
to be bronght inside the school, as it obtain. -
ed &t present, even though it- was intended
that viljagers Wwould co-operate. with every
kind. of activity of ool, ¢

1 thing which we have not yet been able to -
iacure, !’ the.official . remarked, Whatever
nd of craft “mctivity was, previded ina
'asfe school, everything had .to be bronght

nto the school, That was: Why - the . pae
yas glow, e

& basic school, *'This i3 -increase in the num

e as well, BRI

NO PERPETUATION OP
" VARNASHRAMA

“ The opposition to the new schema bas-
ed on the fear that its objsct was to _per-
patuate the ¢ Varnashrama Dharma’ is born
out of ignorance,” the official remarked,
Their idea is not that the boy, who is given
tralning in cultivation, should stick to cnle
tivation. He can progress like any other
from the Fifth Class to First Form and
then to high school and college,

.. Tha idea is that the student can have a
choice as to what he wants to do, and then
take to it, the official said, By this method,
no attempt is made to forcs anybody §o.
stick to the traditioaal ocsupations at any
coste )

 Hither by choics or for any other reassn
a student will have a second Kiad of thing
todo, and that is the ides bshind ths
scheme, Ia the high school classes. thare
is the bifurcated coarse; I it is possible
to link with the Secretariat course practice
al training in runniong a small retail shop,

then a studeat can take to the retail . shop -

for his livelihood, if he is Jef with no
other choice, Thsre is no ban on any ona-
continuing his study in the college. - '

- The official stated : * We are not by any
means seeking to arrange togive this train.
ing through sehool to all tha pupils. Wa
can deal only with a ‘small percentage in the
schools, because we ‘expect the majority of
'the pupils to be logked after " by thsir pac-
ents who havé independent occapations of
thelr own that come under the scheme." -

The schems can be approached from the
psychological problem of adoleseence. - In
western countrieés it is - stated boys begome

restive when' théy- are about- 16 and they
become irresponsible ‘as * well, _ Bo long it
has not happened in-India, Bat with the
numbsr-ol students goming
to high'sohools, thera is that danger which .
should be prevented. ‘In a kind of esonomy
like ours, children must -

$his will help ta solve the discipline problem -

st U wgh T Ra s
¢

’ grow up witha =
sense. of responsibility. . at, each - stage, and -

/

(
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CRITICISM BY |
'~ 'BEDUCATIONISTS

MANGALORE, May 8: -

‘ i President, South
. 5. Natarsjan, President,
In}\ifi[;n Teachers’ Union, taid tOdE;)l; ;2:&:2?
d scheme of elementary e n:
fﬁﬁﬁ;i" based on high ideals, was lmpract_.c .
able, unreal and visionary.

i ic and primary- educa-
¢dressing the basic a0 1
’tioﬁ section%f the fortythird Madras t?és;;a_
‘Educational Conference  here ’ 1ife'
Mr. Natarajan said thatdat a bsta%gr ncn | ir;
eonlar habits had to be for: i
Z;Jl':lednt:n,gthe pew schems n:zadet Lﬁes:?;l:‘fi tls ;
' for. children to acquire
tI,Ilea regretted that Government had r?itlltei
with the scheme without previous cons
ticn and proper planning. .
r i ted that ;the
. Natarajan further sta
ect?glile was vggue and left so m?ny _(quus;; |
;o be cleared up. di ptrgster t}rig;agxs had
« .piven,. He sai )
::l?:mg ;onld bring 37 lakhs more chxld.:;ln
into schools, it would leave cbxldre;x ‘a:
for the greater part’ of the d?ziy;~ : ;l
doubtful whether children would actu ng_
learn crafts from their ga:ents. hﬂzga v
ed to know whether it was tne. “gom
Government, the teacher, the s8¢ 00l
" management or the pareﬁt tof ﬁ?gerapsizted
i ip for the child. e fur
:ilc::hgovemment bad not consulted any

one about the practicability of the scheme.
' Mt M. 8. Ekambara Rao, Head.master

of Apandashrama High School, Ulial
presided. -

. Srini Head-

t. Saraswathy Srm’xvas_an, ,
mi?t[:ess, Avvai Home Girls H‘fgh dssil‘;‘c_:gg
* sal change in the system of edu ,
Zat‘:gu?gybe thegwork of educatlon.:sts. Sge.
said basic education meant.e;dutcl;mon lxl:f :h:

’ - “throug
body, mind and the soul 44 he

i : tive basic craft.

practice of 'Pwdch e canhy and gt??‘
ft. Butin
: ic were correlated to the craft. a
xtx;:::“;xodiﬁed system of . Elementary Educa

lessons in History,

tion, a craftsman had to teach the craft an

ELEMENTARY EDUCATION. IN MADRAS
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as such could not correlate the lesson with
practice: - | .

Tessrs, T. P, Srinivasa Varadhan, Becre-
ar M:fss:;eTS 1. T. U., XK. KuruvillaJ ac%b
an}crl Rev. Thambuswami stated that t ?
scheme was a surprise to all and needed cara
ful study before its introduction.

Mr. Ramakrishna Shetty, Head-:pas:ler
of the Government Basic 8chool, Maipa yci
said basic education was all that was gogd
in the old system plus son;lethmgtxl:le\:s;r,b:v;gic

eri a
ractical experience had shown
gducation had completaly eradicated caste
restrictions.

Mr, Kuppuswamy, Head-master, Ba_sic
Schoc;l, Peelamedu, said: iny te&cha:s l;le-
terested in Basic Educalion ought to

iven training, .
B i —=The Indian Ezpress

, 1v .
C. R’s REPLY
Mapras, May 16

Mte. C. Rajagopalachari, (}hie! Mlmstter;
yesterday maintained that it was mone
ractical proposition to consult every
before starting on a new reform,

ing indi iticism" offered
. Meeting indirectly .th§ eri
byl\:esectign of educationists that dthetyivo;veroe%
i he iatroduc
‘not consulted prior to t O ary
e reorganised scheme of ele
1(:alrll?lc&rtion% the Chief Minister pomt:ae:ztt
i i s am

bat if it was laid dowa as a f
tge?xeral policy that there shoald be all.
s round consultation befors ttttxley :vha;; t;:;rlxd

k on any new scheme, then '
?:I:e millez’mia bsfora anything tangible
could be achisved. .
aid he bad recently suggested th
xieeHc:ia ns)mreduce the schyol hours for their
children in the early elemez}tary tcla:sses,t Eg

o

he present system of tortauring
::?:?fdss'euﬁnd with over-burdened _scho};)l
hours might be given up and the chlldh 8
allowed to remain in the school only t .rge
hours in a day, spending “the rest ofithe

d. time in close communioa with nature. His
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main objective in making this suggestion

was to see that the child’s interest and

aptitude for learning was not allowed to be
dried up by too much of school hours.

But, what was the reaction to this
suggestion ? Immedliately, people saw some
red rag in it and began to suspect that this
was meant to harm them alle Bat,if he
had only consulted the children about this,
he was certain that they wculd have ac-
claimed it as the right thing. Who were
those who viewed it critically ? They were
oply the teachers, They were apprehen=
sive about this scheme because they seemed
to fear that this propcsed schooling of the

“children for only three hours a day might
progressively get reduced siill further to an
bour and a half and even less, so that ulti-
mately there might not be sny schooling
at all and they might stand in danger of
lesing their jebs, Whether he be a teacher
getting a salary of only Rs, 15 a month, or
Rs, 100 or even Re, 1,000 a month, it was
this same ‘ fear complex’ that vitiated their
approach to this sabject. -

~ They also complained that this scheme
was framed without prior consultation with
them, But, what would be the result of
prior consultation with them all? Hach
one would give a different suggestion, and in
the end, nothing tangible would have been
achieved: This was their bane as a nation.
*If you are anxious to do anything good,
you could do it only without consulting any-
one." (Prolonged cheers). You are now
applanding what I say ; but, when I begin

. to do it people accuse me of being dictator
. ial. If we are to consult one and all before
¢ - We embark on any new scheme, I am con-
vinced it will take not only ome yuga but’

- evenfour ‘yugas\’ . .. )

©, 7. But it was contended that this wasa
_ matter " affecting  the - education of their
- children- and therefore, :a fit' subject in-
‘which every one should be consulted bee
_fore introducing - any  reform. ' But; that
. was nok a practical proposition, ha asserted,
" He was "convinced ‘that‘ nothing ' conorets
~could be achieved that way. People should
not entertaln unnecessary fears and doubts,
added the Ohief Minister, . = - oo

. desire to copy.

, 2.
TirvcHIBAPALLI, May 16

On his personal guarantee that the intro-
duction of the new scheme of of elementary
education would neither lower the standards
of education nor affect the level of Intelli-
gence of children, the Ohief Minister,
Mr. C. Rajagopalacharf, put in a spirited
plea here today for all-out support to the
scheme, - ' :

~ Mr. Rajagopalachari, who was speaking
‘at & public meeting here this evening at the
* Mahe grounds ” in the 8t. Joseph’s Col-
lege claimed that far from lowering the
present standards of education, the new
scheme would help to improve the position
in the country today.

* I am convinced of this ”, he declared,
and added in an emotional strain : ** I may
not live long 3 but the atrangement that I
‘propose to make is primarily intended for
the benefit of generations yet unborn, Yon

are all a¥ liberty to throw mud onmy

! samadhi * later on iI} contrary to my

expectatlons, this scheme of mine falls. Bat

I am sure it will not. Defects, if there are
any noticed in its actual working, can
certalnly ba rectified,” '

VI

IN PRAISE OF THE SCHEME

“The Hindustan Times" writes :—

While the basic education scheme is making
steady progress in the country, the Chief
Minister of Madras has introduced a revolge
tlonary change in rural primary schools In
the State which other States may well.

Over two million children in rural-
primary schools in the State will spend
balf their day at school and the other half
at home - assisting thelr parenis in thelr

ancestral occupations or learning a new .

craft, The idea is that the boys, because
of the long hours spent_at school, should

not become physically and mentally in.

capable of productive activity; and they.
should improve their general knowledge -

- and their usefulness to the commaunity - by
. engaging themselves in village activities, . .

ELEMENTARY EDUCATION IN MADRAS o

Ooe of the greatest defects of the exist-
Ing system of education is $hat it takes the
son of the farmer, the village artisan or
blacksmith and, instead of making him a
better farmer, a better artisan and a more
efficient blackemith using modern methods
gnd technic, turns him into an indifferent
clerk or typist. in the nearest town, Oar
social system too is so organized that even

_tedsy there is a certain amount of prejudice

sgainst manual labcur, while so-called intel-

lectual work is overrated. A system of

education which icstils in the child the
idea of the essential diginity of sall labour
end which keeps him in the village in order
to make it a beatter place to lLive in has
everything to commend it.

Basic education as conceived by Gandhiji
was inter.ded to acbieve this and the value
cf the Madras experiment is that it Will
carry the fucdamental conception of basic

.education to all village schools in the Blate,

without waiting for the day when there will
be none but basic schools everywhere, Hail-
ing Gandbiji’s concapt as*aone of the world’s
great contribnions to education,”’ the Radhas
krishoan Comuiission bas pointed out that
the essence of its philosopby 1s that “educa.
tion should combiae practice in the everyday
process of living and working with more for-
mal training.,” A system of book “education
which either has very little to do witn life
as lived by most children in their homes and

villages or pretends tn teach natural sciences

in the class rooms instead of ia the opea
country around, has its limitations which
are all bus spparent in its products.

8lde by side with the pursait of theoretjo
knowledge, our students must - be kep*ia
continuous touch with life as it is in our
villages nad towns and the occupitions in

. which their elders are engaged, so that the

process of fitting them iato life after they
leave school or collegs may not present as
many difficalties as it does volay, By keape
ing in close association with tha realities of
life of our people, the new system _of edfxc
cation shou!d aim at steadily impraviag it
instead of seeking to impase on peopls aliea
but, possibly better systems from above.

Commenting on the fact that our villages
have scarcely beea icvflienced by secrnd.
ary and higher edacatior, except for the
permanent withdrawal fro:a vilage life of
those able and young men who have lsft
ths villases for the uaiversities aad 01 tho
p.verty sod lack of caltursl opportuaity of
the cural population, the Uaiversity com-
mission re:narks in its repart that the path
of wisdom 1s opotto deay cr igoace this
glaring lack, but rather ‘*‘to oreate tae
types of edaca ioaal opporu’mxty wnich are
appropriate to Ladiaa lifs,”  Tae Mudras
expetimsnt is a wove io $ais direction, aad
as saca 1t will be watcned wuith 1nterest
by the coaatry: :

. NOTICE

, : - Our Report.- d‘f the pbroéeeciings of th¢ State Educational
Conference, '-.hcid at Mangalore‘at the beginning of this month, has been
;hdd ﬁp‘ifbl‘i want of space and will be published in our next issue,

¢
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LSEWBERE we have glven some
partlculats of the new scheme of

et : primary educatlon for rural
-‘The New :

areas, started by the Gov-

* Scheme of - eroment of Madras, and
- Primary ‘geme: of the views for and
F.'ducatlon . against-it, - The timing of

the appouncement about

the scheme ‘was perhaps a little unfortunate.
"It came just on the sve of the State Edu-
catiopal Conference at Mangalore, Even
before full details conld be given and doubts
elucidated, the Copference was obliged to
copsider the scheme, In the circumstances

. —and taking also Into consideration the
patursl irritation of the teachers at having
“ been kept in the dark about the scheme all
alopg—it is perhaps not to be wondered at
that the Ccnference viewed the scheme with
msrked disfavours It passed a rescluticn to
the effect that the new scheme, far from
producing the effects desired by the Govern-
ment, might result in barmful effeots-on
children of the age group of six to ten, and
- it called upon the Government not to ptoceed
wuh the npew ecbemea

.  This reaction. on the part of the teachers
. seems to bave annoyed the Chief Minister,
. who has the primary responsibility for

-~ sponsoring the scheme, In his replies to

the criticism by the teachers he has sugs:
gested that their attitude has been deter~

-~ mined in a large measure by the fear that

. their jobs or emoluments may be endangered
- by the new scheme. We feel that in taking -
- this view the Chiet. Minister has been less
~'than - fair towards a hard-worked and
i desperately underpaid professxon who have
- been the worst safferers in the inflationary
" économy of the war and post-war years, The.
:teachers. are entitled to Jdisspprove of a
scheme for the sole: redson that: it “affects.
‘their’ legltimate intetests. “In this , case,
'thexr opposition- has beeri ‘actuated. by: cther
‘considerations based on educatlonal pun-,
ciples and policies,  And. while we do not ~
¥ nh the resolution passed at Mangas"
we feel that teache:s have a rigat to be

heerd and that crmclsm from the polnt of
view of pedagogics -should be answered
from the same point of view,.

_ The essence of the'new scheme consists
In reducing the working hours of primary
schools to 8 per day, and in asking
the children to learn the craft of
-their parents or soms other craft durlpg
the res of the working day. This scheme,
as we see it, is an attempt at a radical

solution of the problem of primary edu--

cation, The most important obstacles
standing in the way of the spread ol primary
education in India sre finance and unwill-
ipgness on the part of many parents in
fural areas to send their children to schools,
Both these difficulties spring ultimately
from the type of education till now glven
and envisaged, '

Our educational syetem. as remodelled by
the DBritish administration, had = for its
- objective the supply of administrative
personnel in the lower ranks of the Govern-
ment service, At best i could turn out

“some members of the learned professlons—

dootors, lawyers, engineers and teachers,
The scheme of education therefore largely

_ stressed academlcvvalues and was mainly

*bookish’, It was deﬁmtely edaeation for
the classes—and /*classes’ more or less in
sn English sense. Thus It suffered from a
. divorce with the kind of life lived herein
India, and the divorcs was more complete
with rural life than with utban.

Bchemes fo: reorgemsatlon ol education
have long sought to bring education more
in accord with the life of our people. Tha
. most notable instance of this was Gandhiji’s

" basic education schenie, Mahatmaji thought

:at. first that he- had found: a solution” both

‘to the" problem of finance and to that of

“relatiog. education: to .life. by .his. basic
‘scheme, Hs expected the sals of crafte
products made ia the schadl to cover the

“cost of its upkesp, and 'craft-centred ;edu.-

cauon tc ba closely related to tnral hfe.
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Botas a matter of fact .Basic Education
as it developed, solvéd. nexther ofthe two
problems, Very ‘early in its  career, the

idea of making it self- sufﬁclent in the matter -

of finance was given up.  ~Craft.centred
education. refined by experts, _beceme acade~
mic in'its own way. The craft had to be
taught inside the school, and takes on at
least a slightly academic tinge, Probably
Gandhiji's prejudice in favour of spinping
s & universal craft has alse hindered the
uniramelled development of Basic Educa-

‘tion, What is even more important, Basic

Education makes its own defuands for build-
ings and eqaipment, and has not so far
gncceeded in integratipg itself with the
routice of rural life.
4 - i

It is against the backgrouad of the com-
parative failure of the Basic Education
scheme to advance elementary education in
the manner expected of it, and the impracti-
cability of organising in India an educational

-plan with teachers, buildings and equipment

on the model of western couatries, that onr

own staggering problem of education has to

be viewed, The Sargent Report said that
it was not bothered about finance, But our

" statesmen are bothered by it, Arnd if no

soluticn of the financial aspect of the prob-
lem is found, educational progress will con.
tinue to be slow. It has also to be remem-
bered tha$ in western countries, the growth

of eduoation was organically related to the
growth of industries and wealth, :
Except tha Bisic Schame, no schema iﬂl

‘now hat tried to take nate of the social and

economic realities of the Indian scene.
Indastrialisation is just beginning to make
headway in our country. And we still
have lots and lots of crafts nnd craftsmen
amongst us: Most of them pick up a- tradia
tional vocational technique, and formal edu-
cation of any kind leaves them practically
uantouched. The great, the unique merit of
Rajsji's scheme is that it carries modern
education to them instead of asking them to
to come to it, Side by side with training in
crafts, they are to be initiated into the
mysteries of the three R’s and all that they
may lead to. Thus any disinclination on
the part of rural parents for sending thelr
childrea to school ig overcome, Progress is
not hindered, but the transition to s mors
modern economy is made smoother.

In the circumstances, the schems deserves
at least a fair trial, Mr, Kuravilla Jacob,
as president of the State Educational Cone
ferenco, gave some marks for i§ at least as
an emergeacy measure, The Conferencs,
however, has completely disapproved of it.
We hope that misunderstandings about $he
scheme will be cleared and that it will be
tried with a dae appreciation of its radical
attempt to soive a difficult and almost
insoluble problem.

Book Reviews

AX IntRODUOTION TO CO-OrERATIVE PRAOC-
TICE: THE INTERNATIONAL LABOUR
Orrio8, GENEVa, Pagus 50, Price 50
CENTB OR 3 SHILLINGS, -

This small book, which forms No; 32 in
the New 8Berles of Studies and - -Reports by
the International Labour Office, gives
information about the main problems of
co~operative organisation and the diffsrent
branches of the co-operative movement, It

‘has six chapters, The first deals with the

principles and methods of co-operation, and
has a fine description of the meaning of

co-operation and’ its usefulness in many
forms, In the next chapter different types
of cc-operative societies are dealt with—
credit, - marketing, coasamer, thrift aad
induastrial co-operatives: reasons for their
success and failure are given, How each

- society should follow the principie of sim~

plicity and have an exact definition of its
sims and cbjectives, if it is to sacceed, is
explained in the third chapter, Organi-
sational problems form the theme of the
fourth chapter—the area to be served by
each society, the capital required, manage.

" ment costs, risks run, the manner of seftle~

i
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ept with members ato. Wae have in tha
.fifth chapter an acconat of the administra-
tive “aspect cf co-operation—the rights of
members of societies, general meetings,
‘elections etc. The last cbapter surveys the
whole fleld of co-operation and cobcludes
with an appesal to the governments of the
~ world to make legislaticn for cc.operative
‘eccleties ** cply to protect the true character
of the cc-cperative asscciaticn and to assist
ce-cperative  societies” to maintain  this
charscter in their own internal organi.
sation,” -

Though this book gives a great deal of

‘information witkin its brief ecropass, yet it
may be noted that it fails to take notice of
scme important bravches of cceoperation
like insuracce, bouse-building and milk
nrion sccietles. The value of the book
:-would bave been corsidersbly enbanced if
it bad included & line about each country's
developments in cceoperaticn, But taken
-88 & _whole, this book gives a valuable
“Introduction to the principles of co-opera-
- tion.. And we have no hesitation in endors-
ipg the claim put forward on behalf of tha
_ book by the International Labour Office
-that it * will be of service within its given
~ limits to governments, non-official institue
. tions and others requiring a basic docament
~of an easily assimilated character for use by
- workers in the field and others directly
engsged in the preparation and establish.
~ment of co.operative socisties and. the
- guldance of thejr members:” -
- Tae ‘S8rar’ Excuism READERS: GENERAL
-, BeapER 1,  EDITED BY 8, NARASIMHAN
- B.A, (Howns.), L,T., FRINCIPAL, &, M., Je

ANDEESON BTREET, MaDBAs 1. Pp, 120
o, Pmom As 14, o

the new syllabus ia English for sécondﬁry

schools prepared in Beptember, 1952,

Mr, Narasimban has kept cicss to the
syllabus and has not deviated from it, even
though he does not approve fully of the
scheme followed in the syllabus, He holds
that the postponement of the interrogative
form to the nioth week of the first year and
the imperative to the seccnd .year deprives
the teacher of very useful tools in class-room
work. Io spite of this, however, he has
closely followed the syllabus, in order to

.-avoid confasion,

This only departuré that he has made
from the syllabus is in adding a few words
to the essential word-list: These are anna,
bat, chairmaa, class, class-room, class-leader,
count, cradle, dcll, drawing-pencil, drawinge
bock, duster; Epglish, foot-ball, gardener,
hurdle, mango, reader, rice, ropee, stump

and vase. As Mr, Narasimhan points out, -

most of these are very common words and

seem to have slipped out of the list through -

inadvertence. Among Mr, Narasimhan's

additions ® hurdle’ and *vase’ may be

slightly difficalt,

~ The - lessons are so plananed that the
Sentence patterns and structures taugnat i
one week are illostrated in the reading
lesson for the next; All the lessons are built
rouund situations tamliar to the pupils: and
plenty of exercises have been provided in
respect of the language feature of each
lesson, - - :

_ Bome slmple poems have been included

in the reader, Among them W, H. Davies's -
i G ; M, J, - ‘Bobool’s Quz’ also Gnds a place, = U
Qoriras, Mabnas, Vankazgaws & Cou - The get-up I good snd the illustratlons t

are attractive, = -, : ooy

.. We commend this reader to the attention
- of teachers, /. « .. ST

THERE IS NO OTHER BOOK
of its class that is quite so
good, either in plan or execution.

- HIGH SCHOOL
- ENGLISH GRAMMAR

CONTAINING
GRAMMAR AND USAGE—ANALYSIS OF SENTENCES—TRANSFQRMAT}I:“(Z“I(\I:HAI\Lgc
SYNTHESIS OF SENTENCES——FORMATION OF WORDS—FIGURES OF SPEECH, N

201 EXERCISES IN GRAMMAR AND COMPOSITION

By P.C. WREN, M.A. (Oxon,) L
| : inted matter. 33rd Edition.
Contains 390 pages of closely printe
PERHAPS THE MOST fIMPQRTﬁSi'ged &I;E;:e/i\n'fgilt}}i
¥ is the number and variety ol exercises : > » Wit
:iel‘frr;xz?;?ybggﬁxltshe ?e;lcher and his pupils with workable .matenal on the various
topics of English Grammar: ' .
‘ _ Another interesting feature of the book, which should not fail to appeal, is

i i i hin
that throughout tha treatment of Grammar is put in cl.ose_relaho}rlx ‘;Vlti‘l :vhllel :;Z?; ; ai
' of Composition: Hence; in the handsof an enthusiastic teacher i

 excellent weapon for training boys in the mechanism of the Engligh.lénguaqea

1 S
= IN THE INTERESTS OF YOUR ”Bafn:ith -
" ou are requested to examine Wren's ** High School English Grammar 1 partiality for

extbook of English Grammar in use in your school. In spite Oi ;?e xg,t_z;%s pbook which
w old textbook you will notice the several special features of Mr. For it is not merely
make it one of the most striking textbooks published in recent years. oty o
sne moretextbook of English Grammar on the usual lines, but algla;‘ssa r(::n aron modern
merits which had its origin in the conviction ‘that a book of Elng lis hasis on all topics
lines, poviding plenty of Exercises of a practical type and laying emp

which have a direct bearing on Composition, was leng overdue.

K. & J. COOPER—PUBLISHERS--BOMBAY, 4
L Sole Selling-Agents for South I ndzq — .
" "Phe Christian Literature Society for India, Park Town, Madzas,
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