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‘Gandhiji as a Political Philosopher

By Sri1 M. B, Naravax, M. A,, Secretary, Navabharat Ashram.‘ Gortbidnur,

WHAT I8 GANDHIJI?

Gandhiji is often spoken of as a phano-
menon rather than a personality. - Because

- he was nbt merely a saint like the ancient
7ishi nor & *’great statesman in the garb of
7o saint” but is in reality an embodiment of
‘& bundle of principles practised and preached
for the welfare of bumanity. This is perhaps
because of his versatality in several spheres
of life and his personal life being a problem
to others,

. 1ories try to estimate his life and group him
along with otbers of like nature, Bat
Gandhiji has propounded a philosophy of
such complex nature that it is very difficalt
to name him or bis philosopby. Hencs
asttempts have been made to know what
exactly was Gandbiji and oo what aspect of
life- his philosophy is based,
nessenger of God sent down to earth to set
right men ? Can we call kim as one on a
par with Buddha, Jesus, Mohammed, Rama-
krishna eto,? Or was he a devotee like Kabir,
Nanak and Chaitanya ? Or was he a liberator
of a cowed down nation like the great
i Dasriots, Washington, Voltaire, Lenin etec.,
. or a political philosopher like Plato and
Aristotle? It we study the lives and
dchievements of all these great men, we
find Gandhiji being something like them
bat very different from any one of these
classes of great men. Because he was- not
of any one of these classes, but was of all
- these classes, There is not a single feld
- LVIII=7=1

1t is natural tbat his contempo-

.can attract millions,
Whas Gandhia

which Gandhiji has not entered in. Indeed,
though he flatly denied the idea of his being
a messenger of God, we may say that he
had the divinity in him, and hence he was a
prophet, and stasds on 8 par with the other
prophets of this world, But he was different

. from other prophets in so far as starting a

new cult or sect of his owp was concerned,
His main idea was to take the good from all
cults and to'sincerely follow them, Again

.he was surely a devotee of Rama like other

devotees, but he never confined himself
merely to spiritual practices of Bhrktiyoga,
He was a model devotee in sociely and his
spiritual practice was serving society and
thus realising God, Gandhij:’s prayer
meetings were an example of how a devotes
No prophst on earth
had conducted such mass prayer meetings
as Gandhiji did, and people used to join
bhajan” with utmost solemnity, and this
Gandhiji could not have done if he were not
a sincere devotee of Rama, Hae was sarely
a great patriot, he was not only a redeemer
of one nation, he was a redeemer of the
whole mankind. His patrictism was of the
most ideal type. Through the liberation of
Indis ‘he saw -the solution for the many
grave problems of the world; and he was a
great political philosopher also, though
much of his thought might not be his own.
His experiments in the political field are
not to be neglected by the future genera-
tions of this world becaunse they were
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ideal of man, uth whioh is the highest

ence Gandhiji remains to

‘msvkind, The grg
blending severa]

. fields ’ iviti
into euch fine h of man’s activities

: Omogeneity as to make the
; m
irfluence each othep 1n the process of using

eaoh of those in H
perfecting mankind. So in
our stndy of Gandhigy political thought we

xﬁr';diohl@ extending hizs thought to man's
VArious-aSpeCts of lite instead of confinin
himself to man’ .

: i . political activity alone.
This EXpErIINent jtsalf ic g great znutribu-
tion of Gﬁﬂdh‘ll‘to political thought,

IS GANDHISM AN ORIGINAL
PHILOSOPHY ?

" Cgi:ndl}l;_ll'of cll;arged with not being original
- philosophy py- some - eritics, This
charge may be true ip 5o far as tha phile-
gophy he advocates has been advoeated from
times immemorig] by many great men of
ggst a;d we;t. For instance, Gaodhiji says
at the eod of human activities is to make
man perfect and happy, This §s not his
: ;L‘;ﬁ?g&é?&u@g& Even the other political
e Réligiogls ;nto Gandhiji, have stated
many emioent mep 1
times have taken this gaﬁffxif&d grnesfl?;
sama manner Gandhiji's advocacy; of pon.
 Violence, peace, trath, brotherhood of man
sumplicit, of lifs etc, are all idegls borroweci
from several great men, If we resd the
the philosophties of the westernars like Kaat,"
- Roussean and even Tolstoy, we find these
ideas iu their philosophies, But still
Gaodbiji stands eminent and original in the
Way in which he has blended these ideals
into a harmonions upity in propounding a
way of life which" may be termed
GANDHISM", Though this Gandhism
mght contals many jdesls - which are
borrowed i;om Others, we need not be ‘blind
to the merits ot this philosopHy of Gand hism
which bus an originality of its own,  After
all, if originality 1s interpreted to be arigina-
lity in ideals, even the mast ancieng philoso-
phers like Sccrates, Plato, Aristotle, Sukea
and Chanakya etc. cannot be called ériginal:'
because they also borrow several idesls

d social philosophies of

* His advocacy

from their. predecessors. ‘The influence of
any great man upon another is natural and
desirable, s . T

IS SATYAGRAHA
A RELIGIOUS MOVEMENT OR
A POLITICAL MOVEMENT?

Let us now . briefly review the political
philosophy in Gandhism, Tt is not possible
to study Gandhiji's ideas in politics as a.
separate subject becauses he never demar.
cated mawn’s life into Political, Economic,
Social, Religious ete. Moreover, Gandhijt
was not particular about the fruits that'
man's each activity was capable of fetching,
His aim throoghout -was to make man
.perfect not in any one aspect of life but in
life 8s 8 whole. That is wby we find
Gandhiji dealing with all aspects of life and
giving us a homogenious thought which ig
koown as "Gandhism™.  Any; way an
attempt msy be made hers to knbw what
Gand hiji has said abont statecraft and about:..

- the individual’s attitude towards the state,

Gandhiji’s political career starts with his
going to Bouth Africa for some private work
and bis entangling himself with the canse
of Indians there, It is there that he started
the mpvement *passive resistance'’ against
fhe aggressors as a.part of the great philo-
sophy of “Bafysgraha”. His definition of
“Satysgraha” was right indignation for a
righteous cause,. He advocated this weapon
to be used as a protest against injustice, In
this pbilosophy of  Satyagraha, -Gandhiji
mixes theideals of great religions and makes
the political - movement a search for truth,
of non.violence, tolerance,
truth, faith in God, self-purification, prayer,
fasting, and brahmackarya in his political
movement in Sounth Africa bewildsred the
whole world, No great person in- the

- political field had preached such a gospel to

his followers as Gandhiji preached in South’

- Africa as well as in India later on,” Liet us

see what Gandhiji  has said about his
national service; "My national service is
part of my training for freeing my soul
from the bondages of flssh......I have no
desire for the perishable kingdom of earth.

I am striving for the kingdom of heaven,

. ficent

I

GANDHIJI AS A POLITICAL PHILOSOPHER o

which is moksha, To attain this end it is
not necessary for me to seek the shelter of &

osve, I carry one abont me, if I would ,

but know it......so my patriotism is for me
a stage in my journey to the eternal land
of freedom and peace. Thus it will be seen
that for me there are po politics devoid of
religion.  Politics bereft of religion are a

death-trap, because they kill the sounl’,

NON-VIOLENT NON-COOPERATION

Thus Gandhiji achieved a great svccess
in -svccessfully interpreting political ends

.38 8piritual ends and thus making politics as

sacred asreligion: Gandhiji’s great contris
bution to political science, 1n this connection

is his introduction of ‘*passive resistance’,-

“non-cooperation”” and the doctrine of

' WUpeksha™  as parts of Satyagrana, He
. saccessfuily practised’ daring his, life time

and trained millions of patriots on these
lines to fight against injusuce, The magni.
success he achieved by .fighting
against ¢the well armed violeat forces of the
British in Africa as well as in Iadia, in a

pon-violent way is a great exawple of the

success of truth and virtue, over demon
power. With regard to "non-cooperation”
‘We may Say that it has been in use siace
the time of industrial revolation in the

-economic and political fields 1n the nams of’

“ggrikes” and ‘‘iock-oats”. But Ganahiji’s
approach to this is aifferent because 1a
non-cooperation ‘‘ends” are not important
for hm, buc the cause aad (he coucse wmust
be geomine, and moreuver, he stress«s on tne
importance of non-violupce 1a noa=coopera=

tion. Hence for him even this is » spiritual

movement as 1t 15 wlsc a search alter tracn.

HIS DOCTRINE OF UPEKSHA

-The doctrine of upeksha is a great contris
bution -of Guaedmji to polwical sciense.
This is indiffersnce towards. ends and
also towards enemies,, ‘'I'mis doctrige
Kaatalya had pgeacaed neacly 2000 yeurs
80 as a “fifsn upuye or devica” 1a swater

craff, But Ganduyt n4s saewa us how.to-

praatise, tois. aciuaily 13 conformation to
$ruth and nonsvailence,

_state . interferenca in

HIS THEORY OF ENDS AND
MEANS

Something might be said on Gaudhiji’s
idea of ends and means, Though in several
fislds of life prophets and philaathropists
bave advocated genuine means in the -
attainment of ends, in pelitics rarely
we come across people who have the dar.
ing to advocate righteous means io ths
attainment of endss Specially in a scisunti-
fic age when Machiavellism is adored and.
worshipped as inevitable, Gandhiji abhors
the ides, “‘ends justify the means", Through=
out his life he maintained and practised by
showing to people how right means alone
can fetch lasting and right ends, The
philosophy of ends and means of Gandhiji
raises him above ‘the average palitical
philosophers to the height of a guru or pre.
ceptor in the political science, who alone cin
give & correct solution for the salvation of
mankind in the interpational turmail,

HIS IDEA OF INDIVIDUALISM

In the language of political science
Gandhiji might be said to have upbeld
*Ipdividualism'’, He advocated mounum
individual matters,
This he pleaded to eacourage .elf-reliauce
in individuals. In the age of naticaalizas
uon and socislization of industries and
when the state is claiming omulpotence,
Gandhiji deplored the excessive depsudance
of individuals on state, and ultinately he
proclaimed bis ideal state, * Rumarajya”, 1o
to be a stateless sociesy, But frou) othec
anarchists Gaodhiji differs becaase he wants
the people of this state to remmn simple,
contented, spiritmalized souls. Even big
individualism 1s not the same as that of tha
utiisarian philosophers of 18:h and J9:ch
century Haogland wiz, Euantham, Mill and
Ricarao, Because his advocacy ot Liatssealtaire
was not tu facilitate free trade ¢r (0 vugoQr.
ayge oapitalist enterprise but tu wllow ired
‘scupe to fuster the habit of seii-reiisnce and
perfection, . Gandlji, ~unlike viner indivie
dualists, does not merely stop st cundempiog
‘exces:ive. state 1nterlerence; in Sho gawms
tone he gondemns .lacge sosle produoction,
comples somal babits, matecialitio life aad
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‘profit motive in business, Hence Gandhiji
was a spiritoal individualist and aa idealist.
He adores Ramarajya as an idesl, stateless
society towards which man should progress,
To attain this, Gandhiji advises people to
develop habits of minimum wants, content~
ed life, self-purification, self-reliance etce
He admires the life of .ancient villagers in:
India and with this in view -he advocates
Khadi, village crafts (raural industries) etc.
which he has elaborated in his construdtive
programme. Buat Gandhiji was not blind
to the realities of the world. If Ramarajya
was his ideal, Swaraj to him was the first
step towards the attainmeat of that ideal,

HIS CONCEPTION OF SWARAJYA

The requirements of Swaraj according to
Gandhijiare (1) the redaction of military
expenditure: (2) the cheapeaiog of justice:
(3) abolition of intoxicants: (4) reduction
of salaries to high officials: () redistribae

~ tion of provinces on a lingaistic basis: (6)

examination of monopolies of foreigaers:
(7) guarantee of status quo to the Indian
chiefs: (8) repealing of acbitrary powers:
(9) abolition or race distinction in services:
(10) recogaition of complete religions frees
dom for all deuominations and (11) admianis-
teation throngh vernacular langaages with
Hindustani as the langaage of the central

.government and Haoglish as the language

of .international diplomacy. ‘As Gandhiji

- expressed himself many times: *God is train

and non-violence is the light that reveals
the truth, Swaraj is part of thab truth,
Satyagraha is the search after trath”. Ia
independent India Gandhiji wants every
body and institution to be native, Thus
even here we find Gandhiji’s conception of
“Bwaraj”" being diffsrent from those of
others of materialistic ideologies. Gandhiji’s
statesmanship is ever inseparable from his
saintliness; Gandhiji condemned imperia
lism, colonization and domination of all
kinds, He could never tolerate slavery of
any kind, His attempts t0 remove antou.
-chability, a kind of slavery, from Hindaism
aod” his advocacy of freedam for womebn,
may be taken as examples of his compassion
for the sufferers under slavery.. Many a

1

{ime he hassaid that “might is right” is &
rule that prevails in the kingdom of beasts.
1f man also resorts to this law of jungle,
he does not deserve the potentialities that
heis endowed with as the most suprems
of living.beings. In Gandhiji’s owa words:
“Of all the apimals created by God, man is
the only animal that has the capacity to
know his maker. Therefore bis chief aim
in life is not to eat and drink, not to marry
and beget, mot to achieve wealth or power,
but to come nearer to God perfecting kLis
spirit”, : : ' A

GANDHIII'S IDEALS OF
"LIBERTY" AND “EQUALITY” -

Gandbiji's ideas of liberty and equality
are all quite . modern; He appreciates the
Western philosophers in théir magnificeat
interpretations of these terms, Bdt Gaadhiji:
emphasises muoh on the side of duties
rather than rights, Liberty of thought,
exprassion and more than all freedom of
consoience, he advocates; and in this
he upholds the ideas of Kant, the prdpagator

.of the ‘‘categorical imperative”. Even. his

ideas of private propeity resemble those of
Kant in so far as he npholds that each can
pcssess so muach that. he needs making
provision for his fellowmen also to sarvive,

Gandhiji was an upholder of - complete
democracy, Buat he never appraciated mere

political demonracy.
coaviction

. He had the strong
that unless - socisty and  $he

. economio life of the people are Democratic, .

mere political democracy wonld remain “‘a
shadow .without substance”. Even with
regard to Swaraj he used to speak the same
thing, He never Liked mere political inde-
pendence to India while slavery in econo-
mic and other fields was rampant. -

COMMUNISM OF GANDHIJI

- Gandhiji's views on society and the
economic principles and political policies of'
that ideal society, resemble very much "the
commaunism of Marx.'' “Abolition of private
properly ; -establishment of a casteless and
claseless saciety; withering away of the state;
are ull ideas which Gandhji also upheld:
Bat the ohiof difference between the come

~

be neither

. and the well-being of the state”.

DEMOCRACY IN EDUCATIONAL ADMINISTRATION 13

munism of Gandhiji and that of Marx and
his followers lies in the former's emphasis
on non-viclence and achievement of these

.gradually through persuasion and edacation.

1f we study the statement of Gandbiji in
copnection with the introduction of “yarn
franchise”, we understand his views clearly :
#The qualification for the franchise should
property nor position  but
mapual work; such for example as sngges-
ted for the Congress franchise. ~Literacy
or property test has proved to be elusive.
Manual work gives an opportunity to all
who wish to take partin the Government
Thus if
Gandbiji had his way he would peacefally
alter the very basis of the present socisty
and establish a new social and economio
order in which there would be no distine-
tion between classes and masses, and batred
of rank and riches would give place to the
feelings of love, equality and brotherhoood,
His philosophy would resslt in a superior
kind of socialism in which private propecty
is. not violently abolished but peacefully

- regulated, and human personality is not
smothered by the state but given the fullest .

scope for expansion. )

(¥

-

A/E are a free democracy today, - We are

- V¥ pledged to be a full-fledged democracy
‘in the future.

The entire nation is passing
through training in democracy dbliberately

_ incertain spheres and uncounsciously in other

spheres. It,therefore, goes without saying

- that our public ~ “institutions should be
- administaated on sound democratic princi-
pies-‘ M
. should be trainingegrounds in democracy

Our educational institutions  also

for the citizens of the future, It is the

privilege and duty of the educators to inoul-
- cate by theory and practice the true import
aad significange of democraoy in their pupils,

CONGCLUSION

~ In conclusion we might say that what-
ever Gandhiji has said 6r done, he has doneso
baving in view the lasting good of maakind.
Immediate success and shortcuts to success
were never appreciated by him. In one of
his statements after he suddenly stopped the
non-cooperation movement, he said: “The
drastic reversal of practically the whole of
the aggressive programme may be politically
unsound and unwise, but there is no doubt
that it is religiously sound, and I venture to
assure the doubters that the cowmntry will
have gained by many humiliations and con-
fessions of error”, Whenever he faltered
in his experiments, he had the courage fo
openly confess and to correct himself. Thus
the "introduction of open-heartedness and
condemning secrecy in diplomacy, and
conderuning bhatred, wars, and dominations
of all kinds, considering them as inhumaa,
and finally idealising human society: are
all great contribations of Gandbhiji to politi-
cal philosophy and political science, May

" we seek his iospiration and spiritualise oar

politics and thus aim towards lasting happi.
ness and ' peace, avoiding all sorts of foul

‘play ‘in our political dealings !

o Democracy in Educational Administration®

- By 8sI R, Sainivasa IveNcar, Retired Headmasler, Coimbatore.

DEMOCRACY AMONG STUDENTS

In our state, the framers of citizenship-~
training had this idea in their minds. There
is abundant scope for inculating demooratic

‘behaviour and action in the working of the

Games Committess, the Students’ Unions,
Scout Troops, Red-Cross Groaps, Students’
Cooperative Stores and Social Service
‘Activities,, Principles of Parliamentary
practice and procedure may be instilled in
the working of Students' Parliament, Ideas
periaining to democracy and demoacratic
way of thinking, feeling and acting have ta
be learnt by students, and -practised by

oy

_*Paper tecd 31%he lash Siato Dducationsl Conference,
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them, Democracy means équality, fresdom,
social justice, proper attitude towards their
mates of inferior abilities or sccial statas,
faith in the bright futures and spirit of
cooperation with the will of the majority.

Pupils in certain schools at least were
“made to believe that thes entire organisation
" of the school was in their hands, and they

encroached upon the legitimate functions -

.of the other constituents of the ' school.

That students formed only one single.

component part among the several consti.
tuencs of the scbool was forgotten or
igpored, The idea of established school
republics was attempted to bs worked out.
The sense of realism was abseat. It is
_essential that citizens in apy demooratic
state should be made to realise the limita-
tions and restrictions on their rights and
duties. In an infant demooracy like ours,
. adults as well as youtns in schools should
be made to realise the restraints they have
to. observe and practise, This caution
shounld be borne in'mind in working saveral
sub=ipstitutions and activities in’ our edunoa-
$ional ipstuisations, Harmony between
- democratic freedom and school discipline
shouid be caltivated aod preserved in the

working of the students’ and teachers' orga. |

pisations. Deimnocracy need not upset the
sacred relationship between students and
teachers.

What is intiated in the secondary state
shouald be followed up in the coliegiate or
post-secondary stage. The well - defined
clearcut procedure laid down for the ade
ministration of the Games Fund and the
Students’ Union Funds does not seem to
be followed in the arts and professional
collegess I do not know if the Gemes Fand
is separately operated upon by the head of
the college who should generally abide by
the sanction of the students’ committees
‘snd should exercise his discretion rarely in
ganctioning or vetoing expenditure. Student
and teacher members of the committees
should cunform to high standatds of demo-
cratic administration, without resortiog: to
the proseaure adopted by our elders, such
as walk-outs and protests sgatast the raling

of the ohairman., Pupils should be helped

S
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. be successtul,

. at present can be g farce,

to' understand fhe other man's - point of
view, come to unanimous decisions, afd’
abide by the inevitable decisions of the
majority cheerfally. Any attempt at regi-.
mentation of a democratic set-up in the
administration of schools cannot  prove to

DEMOCRACY AMONG TEACHERS

Teachers have been. asserting that they
bave no voice in the administration. of the
school. Staff-councils. have been ordered
to be constitated, and each school has its
own bye-laws, But very few schools have.
been sble to form and work the stafi-
councils. Ia this case also the limitations
of functions have to be understood, and
members have to -observe restraints in
their behaviour. Often the atmosphers of
the sohool is marrsd by teachers who fail’
to understand the scops of the functions of
the councis, While guidance to the head
in the internal admipjstration of the schogl -
or other matters on which he may require
advice is the primary duty, extraneous topics
should pbt be brought for discussion. In
wy opinion, the consideration of the scales
of psy cannot come within the .scope of
the staff-couacil, o

I believe staff councils in most institutions
Trained teachers
of not less than three years’ service should,
In my opinion, form the electorate to elect
the members of the staff-counsils, With a
large number of temporary and untrained
teachers, the staff-councils. for & few yedrs
to come, can serve no purpose.

In recent years, attempts have been made
to give thé headmaster and teachers' repres
sentatives seats on the managing committees
or on advisory bodies constituted where
such representation could not be made on)
the maonaging bodies, Certain manage;
meats have not yet given effact to this rul'e.
The wntermediate advisory board is super-
Buous. My personal view is that it is/no
advaatage to teachers to olaim seats on|the
managiug commitiees. Therg is always,>he
risk snat teadners” representatives of e
cowmiliees might most often oompry,l.t
the intereat of teachers or allow them; §

_ e S
Coo
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~ to be affronted at the meetings of the som.
mittees. - Teachers, including the head, can

- preserve their independence, and assert their
rights and views by keeping themselves
ontside the ‘managing committées. The
offer of seats to teachers might be $empting,
but it is really harmfual, :

- DEMGCRACY IN MANAGEMENT

I come to a very delicate question, I
propose to make a dispassionate approach,
Demoocracy .cannot exercise its wholesale

. influence on either students or teachers
when the managing committees of schools
do not function democratically. Ipspecting
officers have not so far ventured o look into
the proceedings of the managing committees,
though the constitution of the managirg
body is one of the conditions to bse satisfied

- by the managements for the purpose of
gettipg recognition, © There are manage-
ments. which take notice of and approve or
sapction winor matters, such as purchase of
broomsticks, petty stationsry and teachers’
casnal leave. There are sgain. manage=-
ments which leave the entire administration

"in the hands of the correspondent. The
correspondent shonld be the live wire of the
manasgement, There are ipstances, where

_.the managing committees do not bother

- themselves abont even vital matters affect=
ing the school, and the interests of teachers,
By the entire body,or sub.committees with
delegated fucctions, the management should

- look after the appointment of the requisite

staff, the framing of teachers’ conditions of
service, leave.rules, sanction or withholding
of annual increments, termination of
teachers’ services, granting of special leave
to individual teachers, introduction of new
courses of study, and so on, These are vital
matters affecting the life and progress of the
institution and should not be allowed to be
,decided by the arbitrary decision of the
‘oorrespondents without the Enowledge snd
general or special authorisation of the
mapaging committee, Both the extreme
‘types of the managing committees are un-
‘desirable.,

Instrnction and the - Syndicates of the

Universities should codify principles of

_means a mattar for amateurs,

The Department of Public-

administration of educational institutions
for functioning on a democratic basis of
managements. The Rt. Hon, S8rinivasa
Bastri once said, *'It is by no mesns an easy:
thing that the managers of a high school
undertake. I could wish that there were a
public examination which every manager of
a high school had to pass on the theory of
school management. I am not criticizing
anybody; but school management iz b no
It is & highly
specialised public duty.” .

The 1944 Education Act effected an edu.
cstional revolutioa in England. Prior to
1944, headmasters appointed assistants and
the governors- confirmed.  But after the
passing of this Act, managing bodies are
expected to run institutions on a democratic
basis; ¢’persons interested in education’
should. have a hand in the arpointments,
and there should be adequate checks to

~ avoid precipitancy. ‘A ceartain writer called

“H"” in the Liondon Journal of Education
compsres in the Dec. 1951 issue two schools,
A and B, each requiring a science * master,
The headmaster of school A reported to the
governors of the school the need for s
sciencs master; decision to advertise for the
post was made; meanwhile the execative
committee questioned the need for an addi-
tional assistant; reference tn the educational
suthorities was made; it took saveral monthg
for the appointment to be made and for the
teacher to join - duty. The headmaster of
school B got the consent of the chairman of
the governors to advertise for the post by
phone; and the approval of the appointment -
by the various bodies was automstic, The
writer of the;article concludes, that we can
have nothing .bnt contempt for school B,
and that the school A bad upheld, even at
the cost of its efficiency, the fundamental
democratic ideal that what conceras all
should be agreed to by all, The manage.
ment of school A w.s thoronghly alive to
its democratic obligaticns, while that of
school B was oblivious to its democratic
responsibilities and brazenly flouted the
modern democratic ideals, - The essence of
the modern interpretation of democracy. is
that as many citizens as possible shoald
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"have a say in any decision; for it is obvious
that if two heads are better than one, twenty
heads are better than two, and that we have
executives and sub-committees to correct
the mistakes of the governors of schools,
Lastly, it must be understood that organisa-

tion is onlya means to an eund, not the beesll

and the end-all of eduacation. o

' DEMOGRACY & GOVERNMENT

One undemocratic act of the Congress
Mipistry was the abolition of the District
Educational Conncils constituted*under the
Elementary Education Act of 1920, The
DEC’s were dispended with; they had not
effected expansion of Elementary education,
They were considered the fifth -wheel of

coach. Even after the abolition of DEC’s

there has been not much of eipansion,.

There was promise that the machinery

would be reorganised, Though the ¢ampo-

sition. of the Council was unsatisfactory, .it -
exercised a healthy check in the assessment

and distribution of grants to the several
aided elementary schools, The department

of education may be distributing grants -

justly; but no one knows it for cartain,
The department’s secret methods of sance

. tioning, reducing or withholding grants

should bé a'thing of the past, For elemen.

tary and secondary schools ds well, bodies
should be created to discharge the functions -

of sanctioning grants on an equitable basis,

Thus shall we develop healthy democ-

ratic administration of education in ounr .

Btute, .

Australia’s Tropic Schoolgs

By HaroLD BARTLETT

A school of ultra-modern design will soon
be housing the rapidly-growing child popus
lation of Darwin, capital of Auastralia’s
. Federal-controlled Northern Territory. -

Designers of this Rs, 9,10,000 building
have jettisoned all ideas of séereotyped
school architecture so familiar in colder
snd older regions; it will be a stream-lined,
up-to-date block, especially tailored for a
vagarious tropio climate, :

Darwin's new school will be in keeping
- with the new Darwin, which before the
war was a balf-forgotten tropical settlement
with an slmost static population. The
township served a wild, frontier country,
inhabited by pioneer cattlemen, a handfal
of miners, ‘missionaries and nomadic abori-
gines. ot

Despite its obvious strategic importance
on the map, Darwin was a neglected
frontier post and seemed doomed to remain
so for many years. '

Then World War II pitchforked ‘Darwid
into the spotlight,~ o .

1
i
!

- Australia,

Japanese raiders bombed the town and .

déstroyed many of its buildingzs  Allied
servicemen took it over from the civilians
and Darwin became a frontline town with a
place in international Headlines, * ‘

Now, with the rhythm of éivilian lite

restored, Darwin is still a frontier town, -
but it is no longer a neglected static. town. °

The Federal Government has moved in and
is transforming the Territory’s administra-

tive capital into a well-planned focus for

tropical development, :

High on its list of undertakigs is the -

development of educational facilities, This
work is urgent because the school roll has
jamped from 69 o 600 in five years, -

Darwin’s population in 1939 was 3,500,
Now it is more than 6,000 with the child
population increasing more rapidly than the
adalt, In the first post-war year Dbirths
smounted to 27, Next year the number

‘was 144, then 216 and then 800, The

present birthrate

is" the highest in

AUSTRALIA'S TROPIC SCHOOLS

The old zchool with the makeshift addi-
tions put a severe strain on accomodation,
First, second and third year secondary
pupils were for some time in one room.

The new school, in eight acres of sloping
ground, has been designed with the weathsr
eye cocked on Darwin’s peculiar tropical
climate.

~ Lionvres in the 1l-inch cavity cement."
brick walls will catch the ses breezss, yet
with the help of wide overhanging eaves,
will repel the torrid sun overhead. Asa

‘second line, layers of insulating wool over

sll ceilings will beat off the heat andan
ingenious eystem of cross ventilation will
share any zephyr that happens to be blow-
ing. Green swards around the buildings
will also assist in minimising ground radia-
tion. ».

Vertical brickwork fins and projecting
piers at regular intervals wili also break

~down the tropical glare.

The louvred walls will provids adequate
and constant daylight at desk height io all
rooms, - '

For *‘the wet” there is alarge covered
playiog ares linked with all the school
blocks by long shelters and iocluding the
“tuck-shop” so that once at school, the
pupil need not venture into the rain for
anything,

All rooms are wired for sound, for an-
vouncements and radio lessons, and iced
water drinkiog fountsins will be placed
both inside and outside the buildings. -

Darwin’s'/new school is only part of the
comprehensive programme of edacation
development planned for the Northern
Territory, At the end of the war, the
Yederal Government was faced with res.
poosibiity cf providing modera education
for a growing and widely scattered popula=
tion in & territory covering 524,000 squace
miles, C

Within six years the Government has
made education free and compulsory for

LVIIT—7—2
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svery child of Eaeopean or mized blood in
this huge ares, Thers are now five departe-
mental schools, two private schonls, two
kindergaten centres and more than 150
children enrolled in correspendence classes,
Darwin and Alice Springs have established
evening continuation olasses and Darwin
has classes for the technmical training of
apprentices,

Since the war the number of teachers has
incrensed from five to 84 and the pumbars
of pupils from 156 to 1,283, Buses carry
pupils from outlyiog settlements and iiving
pliowances are paid to children who have
to board away from home, :

For pupils in the outbark, the Alice
Bprings *'School of the Air” keeps regular
contact with correspondence pupils, Two-
way radios enable pupils to spexk direct to
their radio-teacher at the end of each
lesson,

The pew Territory schaols have all the
amenities and facilities availablo to children
in the metropclitan areas of Ausiralia,
Cipe-prcjective radios and libraries are
standard equipment and regular medlcal
and dental inspections are carried out by
mobile clinics,

Education is for all children, whatever
their origin, There is no cclour prejudicas
The first Northern Territory boy to gain
the intermediate certificate sitting ino the
Territory was an aborignal guadroon. Of
the 1,184 children attending scnool, 25 per
cent are of aborigine extraction and seven
per cent of Asian.

Compulsory education of full-blooded ab-
originals has not yet been possible. Maay
live in isolated stations or are nowads with
their tribe3, and even if they couala atiend
schools, they have not the nesessary back-
ground of Koghsh to Ksep up with otaer
children, Tnis problem 1s being tackied
by the Commonwelth Uffize ot Edvcinoa
-which has set up special prunary schaols as
selected native resecves, Here, specially
trained teacners are using a cucriculum
adapted to aboriginal children,
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Mission stations have alao wellscondncted
schrols. for _both aborigines and mixed
blonds i

The administration’s eff-rts to improve
its edocation system have brought en-
gouraging co.operation from Territory
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citizens, Active paranta' asaopiations fiaurish
and more than Rs, 10,000 has been raisad

to provide addirional amenities not within '

the scope of the public purse. Throqghout
the Territory there is a happy union of
government's aid and self-help. '

SERE————

The Place of .Sanskrit in National Education"

By Sgr1 Gunpe Rao HaRKARE, Vachaspsti, Shi’ramani. Vidyabhusan, ex=Sessions Judge,
- Hyderabad, (Dn.)

‘E‘HROUGH the last millennium the stody
of Sanckrit was confined - to the achieve-
ment of deliberately designed intentions in
contradistinction to the motives and objects
by which it was studied in thé hoarv past,
It was studied from varirus points of view,

" Peopls studied this ancient lore either to

kesp up the traditional spirit and custom or
with on intention to perform various rituals
ana sacrifices in an efficient way and to
remain conscions of the divine bierarchy and
as such to acquire decired results successe
fully, or the object of its study was to bave
a devotional contact with the sacred Jore
and as such $o gain transcendental benefits.
Besides these, it can be surmised that it
was studied with special interest in
metaphysical and speculative discus=ions,
Since much water has passed down the
bridge right fom those days down to this
day, the study of Sanskrit can not be carried
on with the same motive and objects. With
the changes in time, circumstances, enviroa-
ment and in the outlook of the peo_ple. a
change in the point of view of study 1s also
imperative, Hence its way of study should
be based on grounds that would suit the
nasional tastes and femperament. -

It is an established fact that all future
evolutions are based on the achievements of
the past. India is po exception to this
natural phenomenon. Ik is admx.ttgd_by one
and all that India has had a brilliant past,
In the field of art, literature, politics and
above all, in spiritual oulture, India excelled

other nations of tha world, Wvan toedav,
tha whols world thongh adwvanced scenti.
fica'lv and palitically, lonks to India ag
the sniritusl mother who hac an immense
tragcura of spiritual knowledge to impart,
Ona thing can boldly be asserted that
morally Tndia is more advanced than the so
callad progressiva nations of tha Wast whose
progress is mark>d only bv tha race in the
piling up of deadly and destructive armae
ments. The pace and hapoiness of the
world arve at stake due to this hysterical
madness of the race for armaments,

Whatever be the futurs state of progress;
it can effect po material change in the
achievements of the past. Forms may
change, but the real nature of things is
unchangeable, India’s fu‘ure also depends
on the comprehensive study of her past
achievements found in her auncient sacred
works, To explore the extreme darkness of
India’s past, one requires some light to
gnide him throngh .it, The- doors of the
past are closed and its windows are latobed
‘from inside, if one does not approach it
with proper guidance. The .rxght light and
guidance can only be found in the study of
Sanskrit literature, the sacred and aacient
lore for which India has to pride herself.

Idamandham tamah kritsnam jaayeta
bhuvanatlrayem

Yali saabdachvayam  jyotirsamsiram
B ‘ . na diipyate.

* Paper rend at the A)l Indla Bdugational Confereacq at Hyderabad, (Das) -, .
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(The world wonld have becoine blind, it
the word-light has not been illuminating it
all through the universe,)

Now-a-days it has become a custom in
India to imitate foreign ways and manners
without discrimination. This tendency in
the public of blindly following the other
nstions has been consciously or unconsscious!y
neglected by elderly people. And asa resalt,
India will become a replica of foreign pations
at the sacrifice of her culture and civili-
sation,

If the same conditions be allowed to
prevail still further, the ultimate end is
obvions: India’s ruin, Therefors it is our
daty to take precautions well in time, For
this purpose and to -¢xplore the mine of
knowledge of India's pasts it is necessary to
study Sanskrit on a wide and national basis,

Till recent times, Indians had no cons-
ciousness of national unity, except obedience
to ona ¢ommon but foreign Government.
The deep impressions of thisare visible even
after achieviog Indepesdence, In the words
of Maharshi Jamini, * Gunaacaam cha
paraarthatwaat asambandhabh samatwaat
syaat® (LChere is no mutual connection
umcng adjectives which are coly to serve
others ise, qualifying the nouas). 1n short
Indians have pot yet gained tne national
spirié, The difficuities which are deepe
rooted in us to the detriment of national
charaoter may be summed up as follows:
the existence of various religioos, followirg
varions customs and rituals and adopting
many langnsges instead of one commoa
language. .

These diverse differences are to be

subordinated to the progress and welfaro of
the nations as & whole. The fandamental
difficulty is to avoid the 1mpediments arising
cut of language. Ope common language
which bas traditionsl association, may be
tdopteds 1his problem’ can be soived oaly

When we take to the stady of Bauskrity

s0d cnly tbrough such stuay can the spirit
ol pationality bv eucouraged to grow. ‘I'ne
fizst and fLxemost scope shenld thersfors be
given to the study o1 Bauskiih lgnorsnce
15 the 100t cause of all our aithculies, which
bave thrown us in S

A dungeon horrible, on all sides round
Asone furnace flamed, yet from those flames
No light but rather darkness visible ’
8erved only to disoover sights of woe,
Regions of sorrow, doleful shades, whare
g peace

And rest can never dwell, hope never comes
That comes to all but tortnre without end.

And we remain here as long as Igoorance
reigns supreme, India lacks a common
education about the highest standard of
India’s cnlture and civilization which India
enjoyed in the past, while the rest of the
world was in slumber. An elaborate
research about the origin and development
of. different religious notions and seemiogly
opposite customs will certainly remove the
present difficulties.

It should be borne in mind that India is
the spiritnal mother of the world, The
Rig Veda i8 ackaowledged to be the oldest
work in the world, Our thanks are due to
the e:teemed Karopean scholars who hava
dones their best and after elaborate researsh
brought - many imporiant aod va'uable
things to light hitherto wakaown to ouc old
pandits, Keally they have showa us a new
way, but it can undoubtedly be asserted
that their work is incomplete aad is aot
what it ought to ba. Thnere are ancisat and
elaborate comumeantaries oa tha Rig Veda,
but the language of the origiual texi 18
remote and old, and diffiault to uonderstaad,
Siraoge to say; even in those days of
remote past, the study of grammac bad
reached us perfection. Tha mok diffisals
work 13 sbill laft unione. It istas disoovacy
of tne real nature of the atvilisatoa of the
past and 1ts various stages of dsvslopmant -
not ooly in religions thouznts and ouree
monies, but in 8sosial mianers, polities,
literatare, art and in othar Giatds of asaviiy,
Bat let not this be forgowsa tnat langaaga
and the bumsa mind al #ay: aot aad £east og
esch o.her 1o a peculiar wanner, Bavecal
‘revolutions, not only of rehigions ciacsyuons
and ceremonies, but of philosophiaal spasulas
tions, literature and society wmignt have
veourred belore the Rigewweda was complsied
and given the present lorw, L'ne yerws of
ouc preseut foras, customs, wauners
religion, society, qultuze and ather civilizae
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tion in geneéral are incorporated in those of
the past. Our ancient heritage is not con-
fined only tothe special muanners of our
characterestic hfe which peed not be
neglected, I admit that there is much that
is worthless and unheslthy in them, yetthe
treasures of wisdomw, knowledge and beauty
they contain are too precious to be lost,
There are ever sc many admirers of our past
culture in foreign ccuntries, They say, and
rightly so, that every citizen of India needs
them, if e is to be fully a cultured modern
Indians Without being benefited by our past
heritage, we cannot advance. Oar presest
cheracteristic features are firly established
in our past culture which forms the founda.
tion in buildiog our edifice of npationslity,
As it is impozsible for India to produce a
Bhakespeare, so also is it for Hagland to
procuce s Kalidesa, becsuse the special
nature and nurture of each nation differs in
its. characteristic customs aud manners, If
we are to preserve our own nationslity and
- want to be united among ourseives by
common sympathy and slso cultivate strong
patriotic zeal und bond of brotherhood
amongst our ¢contrymoen, We must stadv our
ancicut and sscred lore as our npational
lsnguage. Natiopality is esseatially spiritual
in character, Sanskrit being Deva Vaani
(Divine Lianguage), is spirit itself 1o 1ts
subtlest form, o

In order to konow India's past and to
forecast her future, Sanckrit will prave the
best gutde; Bus the stady should be free
from ut:htarian motives, and bea systematic
survey by which the fine gualities of mind
are forweed aud pourished, This cun be
achicved only when it is compulsorily
studied by one and all with a faith 1n our
cuoliure and a burning flame of pational
sentiment,.  Herein lies the way for
eflecting unbification of India avna ber
mitlions, whose present disunity is aue to
mapy factors but primarily to the absence
of one cemmon langusge. ’

- Ope nay object 1 sm imposing upon the
uinds of ycorg wen the unvecessary Loraen
of Bre ciucy of u lergusge wlhich is alrgsay
dead, l want to mske -y pont clear

furtber, I agsure you tbat 1 never went to

_ she further
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introduce a dead thing to hale and healthy
young minds whose mental rexcellence will
make them ths faoture pillars of Iadian
State. I am not going to discuss here a
question which is apparently irreleyant to
the present topic, It is sufficient to say as
an obiter dictum that classical Basskrit does
not fall nnder the group of dead languages.
Some scholars are of opinion that Sanskrit
is a dead language, They do not stop here,
but ventare still forther to argue that
Sanskrit was not a4 all spoken even when it
reached its highest zenith in tbe past,
Others undisputed]y held that Sanskrit was
a language spokea by the common people,
Some assure us that the iofluence of
Paniwpi's grammar was detrimental, What
Panini wanted to do was merely to analyse
the lapguage. But the conscquence was
that the flexibility of the language to
express every phase in the people’s menta=
ity disuppeared, and it became stiff on’
account ot the rigidity of 1ts rules. The
consequence Was that Banskrit got rigid at

the very core and it *died” To putt in,

Govind Sasiri Pardesi’s words, ** Sanskrit
would  become the spoken language of
lndia if all editions of Panim’s Grammar
are drowned,” 1 have published some
articles on $his subject, and I have shown
clearly that Sapskcit langusge 1s not dead.,
It 1s oot % mritarnupa’’ put 1t is “Amrua~
swaroupa” And also I have shown in detail
that SansKrit can be brought into common
use in spite of the so called rigidity of the
rules ot Panm. H G, Wyld said io his
work, Histoneal Study of the Mother Tongue
that & grawmarisn  bas absolutely no
authority to prescribe what I1s rignt aud
what 1s wropg, Fuamni was fully conscions
of bis rights snd habilities,’ He pot owly
stated whbat was 1o’ actunsl usage, but he
stéreotyped the forms of words, 1dioms and
phrases and their usuges as they were
prevalent in his times kie did not prevent
introduction of new words
according to the necessary requirements of
the peopltes It 1ssaid that in the days of
Pauini, bsnskris acquired a peculiar sacred
chuaracier 1n the winds Of tbe public, and
bis Ashtaadhyaayis being uvpuacalleled 10
the history “of buman thought deserved a

‘
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Upique - method of recognition, Thus &
religious authority was added to that of
Panini himgelf to determine what was right
snd wrong ia Sanskrit, Aod the inavitable
result of this twofold sanctity attached to
the work was that from his days the precess
of death began, Baut these allegations are
groundless, In his lifestime Panini received
little reverence from the public, His work
was vehemently criticised by Katyayana
No religious authority was alded to the
sapctity of Panini, . After many centaries,
Patanjali flourished, whose great work,
Mahaabhaashya, is in reality a defence of
Panini against the criticisms of Katyayana,
and his predecessors. After Patanjuliy the
science of grammar was - called * Trimuni
Vyaakaranam' {(grammar of the three sages).
Though preference was given to Panini, yet
the maxim of “ Yathottaram Muniinaam
Prasmaanyam.”™ prevails. Jaimini, the
founder of Miimasamsa, framed aphorisms
I1«iii 7 & 8 Aaryamlechchaadhikaranam
and  Pikanemadhtkaranam , 1  which
some provision 1s soown for adapting
foreign words in Sanskrit; Upavarsha was
the first commentator on Jsiminl. Paaini
was a discipls of Upavarsha. Panini framed
no rules which deprived the lavguage of its
flexibility, His strict rigidity was restricted
to the language used 1n the performancs of
religious rites, Nagoji, the nighest autnority
on the Paninian school of gramwar, suates
clearly in his ménumental works Sabdendu
Sekhara : ‘Yajue Kkarmanysva asaacha
sabdaprayoge doshah,’ lven today the
langusge is flexible and allows ireely foreign
words. Vamapa's famous apuorism,
“Vardhate cha Dhaatuganah ” clears all
doubts. According to Vamana, even roots
of foreign languages can be adopted, and
the vocabulary of verbs can be increased
according 1o needs.

"In reality, the wealth of words in Sanskrit
is immense, Sanskrit is capable of ccining

new. words, technical and secientific terms.
The highest thoughts and the most complex
ideas can be expressed in this language in
beautiful. concise, pointed simple sentences,
It claimed to be the lingua franca, but Hindi
iz made the compulsury and official language;
Now a new difficulty arises. ''hough Hindi
is widely studied throughout Iodia, itis
losing its beauty through negligeace of Sans-
krit, which is the basts for Hindi, and with
Sanskrit alone i1t can floarish in the national
field. The study of Sanskeit is necessary
in an applied form, though not directly,
Now a geantleman in free India withont
fear addresses his audience' as ‘*Hamare
Sabbik Gana!” But it is deplorably wrong.
He ought to have used the word *sabhaasad’™.
Sabhika (Sabha+-ika) deaotes the keepar
of a gaming bouse and not a member of an
assembly, Yajoavalkya, the law-giver,
uses this word 1in its true sense. (I 199),
Mitakshara,- the most authoritative com-
mentary, explains this word as *sabnaa
kitava nivasaartha yasyaasti asou sabmkah,”
Sudruka also uses this word 1n his Mrichehra-
katika in thissense. There is another word
Sabhya, (Sabha+yat) which denotes one
belonging to an assembly. But these worda
are used without disorimination, and the
very idiom of language is spoiled. To muke
our nationai language more refined asnd
dignified, the study of applied 8iaskeit bee
comes necessary, But uafortunately it is
negiected.

One objsctionable point is found in the
present system of educations In colleges,
gsome ssope is provided for Sanskeit, but
it is utteriy neglected, whether consciously
or uaconsciously, in the primary anod secon-
dary stagess This is, as the saying goess
putting the cart before the horse. Without

o strong primary foundation, little can be

expected of its development and its impors
tant role in the field of national education,
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‘Unesco Begins World-Wide Fundamental
Education |

By Guoncs D. 8200Da8D, President of the University of Illinois
" From NEA Journal ‘

THE first thing to note abont UNESCO~—

the United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultaral Organisstion—is its organic
relation to the United Nations. Itis ope

of the specialised agencies of the parent
body. ' ‘

When the charter of the United Nations
was -drawn up in 1945, educators took a
leading role. They persnaded the U. 8.
Secretary cof State to make provision for
the - fostering of peace through education.
Subsequently, representatives of inter-
national science unions sought a place in
the new organisation, while cultura! leaders
who did not regard themselves as falling
within education or science combined to
form the "C™ in UNESCO. Among the
!atter grcup are representatives of journal-
1sm, radics motion pictures, libraries, the
fine arts, agriculture, labour and religion,

Membership in UNESCO is limited to
paticns,  The pumber of members rose to

64 during the Sixth General Conference in’

Paris in July, 1951, At that time five new
governments were admitted—namely, the
German Federal Republic, Japas, Laos,
Viet Nam and Cambodia, )

The full membership list, exceeding in
number that of the United Nations itself, is
a striking demonstration of .8 world need,
The only msjor power not represented is
Soviet Russia. That nation cannot, or will
. not, join an crganisation whose coostitution
proclaims a belief in the ®*wuaorestricted
pursuit of objective truth, andin the free
exchange of 1deas and Enowledge,” together
wilh altempts "to increase the meaas of
communication between their peoples and
to employ these means for the purposes of
mutual understanding and a truer and more
petfeot Knowledge of each other's lLives,”

Fundaments) to the programme of

UNKBCO 18 its emphatis upos human rights, -

Americant know well that these rights are

at timeés abridged in the United States,
particularly in relation to race, Never-
the_less, as with delinquency, ¢rime, or
social deviations, this is not.taken to be the
will of the citizens of the United States,
Rights cannot be granted simply by sabs-
cribing o a doctrine or signing a pledge,
“but nations, like individuals, must start
somewhere, There is nothing wrong about
starting at a high level of idealism, if

garnest attempts are made to translate the

ideals into action, :

The principles embodisd in the Uai |
: versal
Declaratloq of Human Rights do not depend
upon the immediate ability of persons to
pruﬁttby tbemf. They do not wait upon the
acceptance of respinsibility s the righ
mast be given first. 2 i
duty of all men to acceptthe res iti
I mer ponsibilities
that go with rights, Ouly the free man can
discover for himself that freedom does not
remove the bad effects of bad choices—that
freedom; to mean much, must ba exercised
w_n!hm & framework - of personal and civic
virtue. . ‘

Inevitably in the United: States, which
has so maay citizens’ rights on the law
books._ the empnasis is on duty. In
Countries where rights have not been
clantied, much less imd dowan in law, any
Cawpaign which empnasises duties firss will
fuil. I'ne Uaiversal Deciaration of Human
Rignts says, in effct, that freedom is the -
Sovereign virines Guven freedom, together
With full opportunity for sdvaacement, one
kno_ws Where the responsioilities lie and can
be judged socordingly. C

In the Fifth Session of the General Cone
ference in Klorence, Iialy, the emphasis
upon programme goncentration : touk the

form of otioial approval of the mai
D tasks
ot UNE3UU. Toese taska ara § | :

To elimidate illitera ) |
L ‘ 30y and ensoura
lundamental education, : e

It has becoms the °
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- To obtain for each person an education
gnforming te his aptitndes and to the needs
of society, incloding technological training
and higher education,

To promote through education ‘increased
respect for bhuman rights thronghont all
nations. ' _ :

‘To overcoms the obstacles to the free flow
of persops, ideas and knowledge between
the countries of the world,

" To promote the progress and utilisation
of science \for mankind. .

To study the caunses of tensions that may
lead to war and to fight them through
eduoation,

To demonstrate world cultural interde-
pendence, :

'To advance throogh the press, radio and

‘motion pictures the cause of trath, freadom

and peace.

Tc bring about better understanding
among the peoples of the world and to con-
vince them of the necessity of co-operating
loyslly with one another in the framework
of the United Nations. .

To render clearing-house and exchange
services in all its flelds of action, together
with services in recomstruction and. relief
assistance.

At the Sixth Conferenca in Paris in 1951,
these 10 main $asks and a few soxiliary
ones were implemented by about 140 pro-
gramme resolutions, :

The programme in basic or fundamental

education has hecome the largest single -

project in. UNESCOQ’s field, Itis, in the
aggregate, the largest educational project
ever undertsken in the history of civilisation,
It calls for the eradication of illiteracy the
world over—for education not only in terms
of reading, writing and arithmetic, but in
terms also of basic scientific and civic
principles for about 1,000 million persons.

Thoe ability to read and write is regarded
a3 orncial §0 economic and political prog-
ress, It calls upon the mental abilities of
young and old, In faot, ‘classa: already
began uoder the sponsorship of UNESCO

include persons from five to 80 years of age,
Withont the basic achievements of reading
and writ'ng there is no promisas f1r tha next
level of edncation which introduces, young
people to science, techaology, art, literatare
and world affairs, There is no hope nunder
illiteracy for development in agriculture,
engineering or medicine,

Accordinaly, the United States delegg{.

tions in UNKSCO have snpported pro-

grammes in fundamental adonstions Tha
Diractor-General of UNESNO, Jaima Torres
Bodet, as the former miaister of education
in Mexicn, was distingnishad for his wark in
improving the educatirn of the Mexican
panple. It is not accidental that the first
training schonl has besn established in
Patzenaro, Mexico, throuzh the cnoperas
tion nf several Latin Awmerican countries
snd UNKSCO, The UNHSCO publication,
The Courier, has reported as follows:

® Liatin American educatars long have
realisad that illiteracy is virtually a synonym
for hunger, disease, noverty and wastaga of
human resources, For decades they hava
workeil on the principle that illiteracy is
only vart of a way of life that maust be
changed, Literacy for its own sake is not
enough,

“The key to this change is the teacher, -
Mass-produced drugs can be used to attack
such diseases as yaws and malaria, but thera
is nosuch thing as a mass-produced teacher,
And teachers are needed to attack illiteracy
and ignorance and the other ‘diseases’ that
spring from them to afflict the people.

* Edncators can point to many examples
where oampaigns againost ignorance and low
living standards, even though they havs
started off in a spectacular way, have slowed
down and failed to produce lasting results
in the face of a shortage of teachers and
educational materials.

% Liatin - America therefore will be the
first of five regions—the others are the Far
East, India, the Middle East and Equatorial
.Africa—to benefit from the work of what
UNESCO calls a ‘fundamental education
training and production ceatre,’ With the
other regions it comes uander a 20 million
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twelvesyear plan to creste a world network
of six such centres, training some 4,000
fundamental education teachers of teachers.”

The speocialists in fundamental eduecation
include experts not only in reading and
writing but also in hygiene, home economices,
practical farming and the handicraft indus-
try., The first words and sentences are
twade to do duty in terms of the common
needs of common people, Itis not sgmee
thing thrust upon them from above,

There rarely has been found evidence of
a lack of ability to learn on the part of
young childrep. In the UNESCO demonstra-
tions this ability is unearthed like so much
ore that has rested for centaries in the hills
withcut contributing to the general welfare.
UNESCO’s role is to demonstrate, to train
leaders, to stimulate gevernments and
intergovernmental cooperation,

The money for this must come from tha
people themselves and from their govern-
ments. As mea begin to study the natural
" resoarces of their countries and the way in
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_which indastry and agricnlture transiorm

weslth, they will be able to pay for schoals,
facilities and teachers, finally reaching
upward toward secondary and college
education,

This is the fature for all countries, If
all goes well, there will be a renaissance in
education perhaps agualling what the
United Btates accomplished through pablic
schools and land-grant colleges.

Education does not insure cooperation
amcng the free nations of the world, bat it
does give a ficm basis for such cboperation.-
It enables leaders and governments better

to understand the need for unity, UNESCO -

itself is no broad highway, but it is a path—
» path which thousands of personsio the
United States have found to lead somewhere,
The jdea is not to embrace the United
Nations as o final completed plan, but
rather to make of it something desired by’
the mind and heart—the best hops of
mankind for a peacefal outcome of the
present world struggle.

'"The Sound Mind and the Sound Body*

By K. G. Sarviparx, Jomt Secretary, Ministry of Edueation, Governmcnt of India,
New Delhi.

l AM keenly interested in all aspects of
education, including physicsl education,
and, oot lopg ago. I was associated with
the United Nations Youth Welfare Seminar
that was beld at Simla at which problems
of physical education also came ia for a
good deal of attention and discussion, All
the delegates were unanimoasly of the view
that no programme of Youth Welfare could
"be either complete or cffective unless it
provided for a comprehensive and imaginati.
vely planned scheme of physical activities.
1 wonld like to tarry for a moment, if I
may, on these two adjecctives that 1 have
used to define the nature of the scheme and
ask you to ponder over sthem, This scbeme

must be comprehensiva i, e. it should not be
parrow or one-sided, confined ouly to physi-
oal exerises or gywmnastics Or games or any
particular brand of ohysical acuvities, but it
should include within its scope all the diffe-
rent types of activities wbich cater directly
to the development of the physical aspeot of
man's personality—no¢, however, miad you,

only the physical aspect as 1 propose to

discuss presently. It is essential that this
programme should be as varied as possible
so that it may be suited to differeat types of
youth and evoke their respoases natucally
and spontaneously, without the nesd of
resorting to unwelcowe compulsnon. Closely
alhed with this qualification is the other oas

* Address fo the Conference ot Principals of
Bombay In May.

Trajning Institutions of Fhysical Education held a¥
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l. e, it nhould be imaginatively planmd 50 88
to appesl to the peculiar .psychology of the
adoleecent—-hls instinets and impulses, bis
interests and enthnsiasm, bis desire for self-
expression and service, hxs creative urges
and his social tendencies, Does that souad

to you as expectmg too much of Physical -

Education ? Not at all, Most™of our schemes
snffer unfortanstely for want -of imagination

both in planning and in implementation,.

I bave notthe least doabt ‘that if intelli-
gent - imagination- was -
physical education in its wider sense couid
bs 0. planned and oriented that it could

allowed full. plays-

ireadiate msany  aspects of Youth's persona-.

lity and tap his or 'her energies at many
levels, You see, thére are always two ways of

routine.bound, lifeless, academic, bursau-
cratic way whicb is mainly concerned with
s tame compliance with rules, filling of
forms, following a time-table and compiling
reporie and statistics, is devoted to the
letter that -killeth and rather suspicious of
the spirit that Kkeepeth alive, It can even
take & vital and lively movement like
Sconting and tie it up into a varlety of life.
less knots, ‘ .

-approaching any problem. The mechanical, -

' Thera is, on ‘the other’ hand, the vﬁal. B

the vigorous, the inspiring approach which
considers the human individual, his persona-
lity, his growth, his joy -as far more
important thsn apnything else. It is this
approach which infuses life into every
aotivity, including education, = whether
physical or- intellectual or social or moral
which can take Scouting, for instance, and
moke it a  magnificent and throbbingly
significant experience for children and
youtb, cateriug to their manysided, budding
interests gnd giving them new dimensions
of joy and activity.” I have taken scouting

as- only ‘& handy example—the principle

applies right through to all types of physical
activities and all phases and stages of eda-
cation. -

. their deprivations — will
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and foroing them on the children withont
doing them any epprecmble good,

‘What 1 ha.ve said so far applies just as
much-to children and adults as to youth,
and our plans of Physical Edacation must
be comprehensive ‘also in the ' sense of
embracing the various age groups, We
are often apt to forget that the whole c! life
is bound upin by an irom law of unity
which we dare not break excapt a¢ our paril,
If we ignore proper physical care and
training at the stage of infancy, the indivi.
dual remains handicapped -all his life, It
the period of childhood is not catered for
properly, the child grows into a physically
maladjusted adolescent and no amount of
‘training at that stage caa atone for what he
has suffered at the preceding stage, Again,
if we fail in our duty towards the adults and,
either through neglect of physical educatwn
or bad ‘working conditioas, allow their
health and physical well being to suffer, we
are hit by a boomerang bacause thase adalts
are the parents of the next generation, and
their sins—or, more properly speaking,
be visited on
their children. Thus we see foroefully the -
troth of what may bea commonplacs in
theory but is a fact which is blatantly
ignorad in pracme-—namely that -ood
physical educasion is u lifeloig process,

‘beginning with the pazents of the unborn

child and covering the whale paricd of his.
infancy, childhood and - adoles sence—thus
linking up. the successive gensrations into'a

-new law of Karma wuich I would request

AN

It is dpto the teachers and the "

sducational sdmmlstrators ‘either to make .

them contnbute to the . fullaess and -the

richness of life or ‘only. to salve theu: con-~

science by introduciog them in the syllabus
LVIII-—?—-S

you to ponder over at your leisare,

In the
past, edacationists have often tended to

think that they were mainly, if not exclus

gively, concerned with the edacation of

_children and youth and that adalc education

{or .what we call Social Education, now)
was nos their primary concern.  That

‘attitude is now being. kippily abandoned
and  Social

- Edacation 1s - beginniag to
receive - its due measare of atteasion,
I hope and trust that in your special sphere
of education; you will give proper atteation
to the needs of adult education, nos only-
ingorporating its pnnciples and practioes in
your curricula, but also tak:ng upon you:..
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gelves the responsibility of educating publia |
opinion to thé reslization of the urgent,
-pational importance of this issue,

There is yot apotter and deeper sense.in
which the principle of mnity to which I
bave just referred is-spplicable to this
question, Education isin an integral whole
—not & patchwork of bits and pieces cater-
~ ing to separate, watertight compartments

of the psychophysical organism called man:

physical movements developing the body,
bocks and abstract ideas feedinrg and nurtar-
ing the mind, arts and music educating
- the emotions...No, it does not fan - out that
way. Man's personslity is a single, indi-
visible whole, and all that is. good and
worthy enriches it all round, and all that is
unworthy or unhealthy in any sense lowers
its total value and vitslity, Speaking for
myself, I would say without hesitation—
" even in this gathering of * physical educa-
tionists™, if there can be such a term st
-alll—that I am not interested in the mere
development of the body.
respect for the man who is only an expert
atblete or a'good wrestler ard nothing more,
even as I aw not greatly impressed with a

boockworm or a.man who can .play with-

ideas but feels lostin the world of social
action and living resalities, If I may use a
well worn phrase, I .am- interested in the
sound body becanse ‘it is the seat cf the

sound mind, becaunss it is the vehicle through
whioch the spirit of man expresges itself®

. because, in the fascinating words of the
Bible; it is the * temple of the Holy Ghost,”
All modern advanoces in physiology, p3ycho*
logy and related sciences have brought out

more and more vividly.the intimate relation.
ship between she body and the mind, even:
though they msy not have been able to,

throw any deocisive light on the pature and

the modus operandi of that relationship, -

Mental deficiencies and - handicaps have
been cured, in numerous ‘cases, through
“suitable physical and constractive activities
which have bad a cathartic sffeat. . Bimilarly,
cases of shell shock, nervous paralysis and
many other appareatly . physical diseases
have been successfally tackled by, the
adoption of psychological methods of treat-

I have no great .
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ment which have sought to approach the’
miod throngh the body, This meant that

you have to take a much 'wider and deeper

~ view of your work than the one traditionally
taken of the old drill master of my .school
days who put children through a certain
nomber of limb contortions and marching
orders! You are a valued and indispensable
ally in the great process of education which
makes the body the willing and efficient
gervant of the mind and makes the trained
‘mind, in cooperation with the body, an
instrament for the service of worthy social
purposes. This is the spirit which should.
permeate your aims and objectives, yoar
curriculs and yoar techniques of training,
your corporate activities and yonr ‘entirs .
programme of work., And the point of
departure for breaking this new ground is
obvionsly in the Training Oolleges of
‘Physical Education where not only this new

‘ideology has to be mada real to teachers but-

appropriste techqnes have to be worked out
and carried over from the laboratory as it

.

ware, into the ﬁeld. |

Ybﬁ_wi“. né doubt, have h_oﬁced that in

‘my remarks I have confined myself—wisely, -
I hope !—to drawing your at’ention to what -

I regard as the basic principles of physical
education and training because Ican speak
abont them with a certain measure of
‘oonfidence. I have resisted the Serptation
of talking about matters of detail on which
every ons of you i3 a bstter expert than I

however, like to point out one or twof
practioal implications and corollaries "0
what 1 have besa discussing with you. If

out of its rather narrow groove and brought
- into vital contact with life needs and life

for instance, be placed on activities like
~ hiking, camping, scouting, mountaineering,

organisation of work camps, youth hastels -
- than has been the case hitherio, These are

¢sn ever claim -or hope to be, I should-

situations, Much greater emphasis must,

physical education i3 envisaged in these .
terms, it follows that it should be taken:

* aativities which, no doubt, promote physical’

welfare, bat they do so in a wider social

. confext and make betéer héalth and bodily
_-developmeat &  valuable byproduat of
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Intrinsieally worth-while projeots, rather
than the direct, avnwed end, Thare may
be mnch to-be said for certain prescribed

forms of physical drill and games, parti-
cnlarly when we are dealing with children -

and youth suffering from ocertain physieal
defectss but the other typs of activities that
I have mentioned make a greater and wider
appeal to their mind and emnations and are
more powerful instruments of what I may
call total education. 1In this connection, I
would like to make a spcial mention of the
need fordeveloping what are internationally
kEnown as * work-canips” in which young
‘men—and women—belonging toschoolsand
colleges come together to carrv out projacts
~of manual lsbour and constraction .which
‘are usefol for the community. They may
do so either during ths long vacation or
daring: week-enis or even during work
days by groupe of stadents taking their tarns
according to a planned programme, Uader
- many oational and internatinnal organisae
tions ‘like_the World Oniversity Service,
the Iaternational Voluntary Service for
Peace, the UNESCO ete,, s'nients’ groups
, have carried out smoh projects—bailding
roads and bridges; schoolhouses, hostels
and . hospitals jn war-torn counatrics or
making their own school playgrounds and
gardens and other physical amenities which
could not be given to théem. In Yagoslavis,
the youth made'a fitty mile long cailway
line in a very difficalt region of which some
of you may have seen a stirring flm
documentary, In our country, there are

numerous things that nsed to be done to .

mske life- bearable for oar peopls living in
villages- and cities, We are just now
lagnthing on what may become a very
momeatous ‘programme-—the Commaunity
Davelopment Projects for re-building -the
countryside, Now. there are many small’
but important projects-in each Project area
which need to be completed, but either
money or personnel or.both are lacking, and
1t occars o me that there is no reason why
our young.men asnd wowmen should not

participate in such work camps and make
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their own effective contribation to the
building up of the countryside which is as
sarely in need of service as any coantry
ravsged by war, This they can only do, if
the trained teachers that you send oﬁt*\of
your. institutions have ths vision, the
,compfatence and the understanding to
organise and supervise such camps and
reg!iae their social importance, It will
keep the students engagedin healthy physical
activity under proper conditions and intelli-
gent direction. Wielding the hammer or

“the pick-axe ocan bs as good an exercise as

working with dumbebslls or on the parallel
bar.s, aud it will be of infinitely greater
.souzal‘ and educational significance,

N
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Editorial
Dr, Akrawi in a recent apptemat\on of Radkar aad Bece which. comes to Rs, 385
the late John Dewey draws attention to his per month. BSri Ramunm also draws atten~
contributions to ‘educa- - tion to the r,estrictions; placed on their .
Dr. John Dewey tional theory and prac- {freedom to organise till recently by G: O,
tice. He points out that 416. This G. O. has been declared void by’
Dowey's educational ~ theories were in. the High Court of Madras on sn applica='
fluenced by his concept of experience, tion by the Secretary of the -Andhra
_ Believing that man learns by dealing with Rashtra Elementary Suhoo\ Teachers -
tbe problems of his environment, Dewey Federation. s
felt that the school should teach by provid-
ing suitable experiences drawn from the
environment of the pupil to arouse inrerest,
He insisted tbat education is life and not a
mers preparation for ~lite, The schaol
therefore should be sn improved miniature

" society where children might learn through ’
engsging in everyday activities, “The child, “teachers believing devoutly in any other
his interest and his needs and the develog- “religion, and is also of value to us in.
ment of his intelligence and ' persoality India with a secular state suspicious of any
become the focal point of education. " This
shift of emphasis in education from the
«~ teacher and the subject matter to the child,
he called a revolution comparable to the
Copernican revolution....... ..He contended
that what the wisest parent wauted for his
child should be what tho commumty maust
want for all its children.. America’s
children are to-day leadmg, and let us hope With a sense of the marvel of mashemat\cs.
the world's children  tomorrow will lead 8nd with a sense of brotherhood with those
happier lives, because John Dewey passed whom they teach,” Another point he
through this world for a brief pericd of 92 mentions is that the teacher must' follow in_
years” .his work the fnndameukal magim that a .
child of God is an end in himself and.not a
8r1 V. Romupni, Secretary, Tamil Nad meaas to something else. Professor Gibson
Elementary School Tenachers’. Federation, has spoken suggestively about the inflasace
. has drawn attention to the - of religion on the work of the teasher, how
Primary ‘deplorable state of the it transforms the spirit in .which he dxs-

Teachers in  primary school teachers in  charges his prolessional duties,

Madras  Madras in' an interesting
article. contributed to the

‘Recently P:ofessor Boyce Glb:OD dealt
with the Christian teacher’s attitude to his-
calling in an address to

Religion and teachers at Sydney. What
the Teacher he says about .the Christian .
tescher applies equally to-

gions, Professor Gibson asks: - How does.
a Christian teacher of algebra differ. from

‘on tq lay down that the Christian teachers.

of dearness allowance range from Rs. 38 to
Rs. 80 per mensem. - Probably the vast
‘majority get something around Rs, 50 per.
mensem, Presepting a modest family bndget,

Educa;txon in informative article by Mr,
England

requirements for a teacher’s family caanot
be less shan Rs. 172-10-0 per month. This

2

kind of religious zeal and strictly ‘maintain-
ing an. attitude of indifference.to all’ reli-

any other teacher of algebra? Admitting
that there is no Christian algebra, he goes .

should teach algebra “not as a routine, but

. Some of the distinctive teatures of the.
Educator, Bombay. Their sslaries inclusive administration of education in Englaud are
set out inan interestiogand 3 "y o taent jesue of the Progressive £du-
Roger Carter of the British
Embassy at Washiogton on
Sri Ramunni ‘éalculates that the minimum central and local authority in Hagish eda-
catton, appearing in the March issue of the
Ametican Jeurnal of Educational Research.
may be compared with the cost of hvmg In spite of the responsibility vested in the
for a DBombay  teacher worked out by Migistey of Educatxon unde: the Education

EDITORIAL

Act of 1944 to formnulate ‘s national policy
snd secureits effective execution, Mr, Carter
declores that the local authorities preserye
8 oonsiderable measare of autonmy, -
Moreover, in - accordance with immemorial
tradition, the school and the teachers
possess very great freedom im academio
matters. In fact, the Act itself guarantees
that the pupils are to beeducated in accord=
ance with the wishes of their- parents, so
far as this can be done without premdxca to
efficient instruction and without incurring
upreasonable expenditure., Liccal edue

cational authorities run schools and execute .
o system of grants for private institutions.
grants to local.

The minister dispenses . »
suthorities ahd .lays down - minimum
standards in regard to school buildings, the
qualifications of teachers and other general
administrative arrangements,. but he bas no
powers over curriculum, teaching methods
or choice of text -books, except s 'vague
general responsibility to ensure a certain
. minimnn standard of education.
Mr. Carter draws special attention to the
work of Inspectors of Schools, Though
they ack on behalf of the minister, they
bave the honour ' of being appointed, like-
judges, by the King, * They act as advisefs
to the teachers and as interpreters between
the minister and local education authorities,

‘The most noteworthy feature of - the
English system -is the freedom enjoyed. by
the teachers io regard to the content and
methods of educations - They prepaze their
their own sylabuses, choose their own text
books, apd develop their own teaching
methods. Even the reguirements of external
examinations are mot allowed to dommnate
the curriculum or the method of teaching.
They sare provided for without necessarily
becoming the main principle of organisation,
Prolessor 8. V. Kogekar of Poona, writing

cation, draws attention to this as the most
s¥rikiog feature of the English administrative
set up. The flexibility of the syllabus and
the freedom to try experiments in teaching
mwethods seemed to him during his recent .
visit to Epgland as the most valuable teas
tures of the Enghsh systam'

_ successive ministers of education,

-of the times,

PR -
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Mr; Carter takes care to ncte that this
freedom is not abused becanse of the force
of a long tradition and the inflaence of the -
inspectorate, " Thus cooperation and
sufficient uniformity is secured in general
matters, while the actnal bnsiness of edu=
cation rests squarely in the hands of those
who take part init,. Perhaps the best short
description of the administration of Eoghsh
education would be the mediaeval motto :
‘“ in necessarii§ wunitas, in variis libertas, in
omnibus caritas,” .

Compared with the position in Eogland,
that in India offers many striking contrasts,
Here the Central Government have denied
themselves any active influence on the edu-
caticnal policy or sadministration, State
Governments exercise however strict control,
The syllabuses are laid down and the text
books recommended by the State Gove:n«
ments, Moreover, schools have to prepare

. the pupds for external examinations, whose .

requirements etiectively dominate thems,
The teachers have little or no voice in all
these matters, The helpless position of the
profession was conspicnously seen, when, in
" onr own state, the educatiopal - system
underwent - lighthing ~ traasformations in
,accordance - with the whims and fancies of
The fact
that they all belonged to-the same political
party, did not help in any wayin ritigating
the confusion, Fuctions within, the party -
led to a series of cabinet crises: and every
crisis brought in a new minister of educmxon
with pew views and whims.

Thers 15 need in India today for some
‘amonnt of central - direciion in establishing
a uniform tradition for all schoois throughs
out the condtry., At the same time, there is
need also for the widest possible experie
mentation so that we may be able to evolva
a system suited to our genius and the needs
‘The lesson of the Knglish
admipistrative set-up for 23 is that ibha

‘Central Governwment should exeroise greater

control over the vagartes ol stale Iinlstries -
and .that at the same time the state wnie
stries shonld concede greater 1nitwative and
fresdom -to leaocpers 1a- regard to the
content and methods of education,

L et ettt
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INTRODUCTION

The Department of Pablic Instruction,
Madras, ‘while introdncing the new sylla-
nses. of the Reorganised Scheme of .
|Becondary Education, points out ;:—

/ ¢ It is most important that the teacher
, should realise that the scheme embodies
8 new spirit, a new evaluation of values
and a new approach, The infusionof &
new spirit is more important than the.
imparting of fresh items of information,
New sylinbuses taught with the old
values and approach in mind will be
little,if any improvement, on the present

' ~ systeme They may indeed be worse,”!
DIRECTION' I The above passage clearly sbows that the
" T'R"MAHN-INGAM R : '¥scheme for thg reogganization of secondary
2 sty feducation in Madras makes 8 new demand
upon teachers in services The Department
jof Public Instruction looks. forward
Ressentially to a change on the part of the
Jteachers in their outlook on education, that
shonld briog about the best in our children
dand youth, Teachers should deveiop the
new spirit of growth demanded of them.

Refresher Courses, a part of In-service
Education,

Refrasher courses are s means towards

B providing for teacher growth in service, It

Teacher Growth ThrOugh Refresher Cour_Ses

Lecturer in Education, Government Training College, Kozhikode
By Dr. H. 8. S TiAWRENGE M.A., Ep. D. (Oolumbia), M, E, 8.

*

must be resognized at the outset however,
that refresher courses alone do not contribute
enough to the professional growkh of
teachers, Refresher courses cannot -be
regarded as synonymous with in-service
teacher education. While indeed more and
better refresher courses are neozssary, thera
is definitely the need for warious other in-
service education programmes as well

The teachers’ colleges are primarily
concerned - with the provision of education
for the B, T. Dsgree and have done littls
towards the growth of teachers working in
the schools . after graduation aod training.
They have not assumed responsibility for
providing programmes for tha 1n-service
education of teachers, Bat astudy of a few
subjects including practice teaching cannot
make a teacher good for life, The teaghers’
college should be the * nerve centre ” where
ineservice education of all types and sorts is
provided for the teachers working in the
areas. around, This is the way by which
teachers’ colleges and schools are enabled to
come together. Here is the opportunity for

"the "producers” and ‘“congimers” to gat

together,

The only idea which has fouand a place in
the recommendations of many HEducation
Comumittees as regards in=service education

LVII—8—1 e

¢ A paper nead at the {asy Madras Stafe Educaﬁlon Cbniéran'ce;
. 1. Depariment of Public Instruction, Gengral Introduction o the New ‘Syllabusss, Madras,
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is the one relating to the introduction of
refresher courses. The Central Advisory
Board of Education in 1949, the Madras
University Reorganising Corafittee in 1945
and the National Planning Committee in
1948, rightly emphasised the importance of
refresher courses in keeping trained teachers
up-to-date. In spite of these recommendas
tions and ‘thongh thers is a great need for
bringiog up-to-date the vast number of
teachers who have been in service some
years; the refresher courses aotually provided
have been few. The ones offered have
been inadequate for the large nomber of
~teachers in service. Often, they are offerad
only when-some professors volunteer o
give them or when a new specialist is freely
available,

The latest position is analysed by the
University Education Commission appointed
by the Government of India: ) ‘

® An urgent reform is the institution of
vacation refresher courses for high.
school and intermediate college teachers.
At present neither sfudents nor teachers
utilise their vacafion : for most of them
vacation is a period of want of
occupation.........The Madras Govern-
ment used to have vacation courses at
Ootacamund for some years, but we
were told that they have also been -
discontinued,”?

Organization and Administration of
- Refresher Courses smm S

It is worthwhile to know first of all the
position in' England where the ' use of
~ refresher courses for teachersis well stressed,
. The Board of Education,. in calling for
systematic' arrapgement so that teachers
may attend refresher courses,. says ;—

““The courses are conducted by training
_colleges and university training depart-
ments, by local education authorities
and by independent organizations, The -
Board also through the agency of
H, M, Inspectors held a number of

THE EDUCATIONAL REVIEW

COUPZES. .. coneeeres The cOUXses may be
fulletime lasting two or three weeks or
even a full term  or they may be parte

- tima courses-held in the evenings or at

weekends, In 1938 approximately 7000
feachers attended short_ full-time
courses, 700 attended term courses and

-

EACHER GROWTH THROUGH REFRESHER COURSES

professional study and recreation, The best
ime for conducting refresher courses will
oe the holidsys when teachers have no
slassroom work,

(4) The contents of short-term profes-
sional conrses should be well-planned. Some
»f the important aspects of vacation courses

47,000 partetime courses,”s e enumerated as follows:,

‘In the organization and administration o, 8, Teachers should be queﬁ acquainted
refrasher courses for teachers in Madrash{With latest developments in educational
State, the following suggestions are made infjPSycholegy and sociology, child guidance
general, -

Hand mental hygiene..
g b.. Training in tests and measurements;

leadership along with Goverament Educa] ¢ An understanding. of the results of
tion Officers and professional organizationsfjresearch and experiments,
in the planning and operation of short-termfl 4, Ap understanding  of Eduoational

courses for teachers of high-schools. Suchiipians and Schemes supported or introduced
courses shoull be much more than andby Government or other agencies.

different from just * refresher ”
were provided in the past, 1 > A i
real professional courses, This will require}-1V1Pg: discussions and visitations.
that the fa.culty be alive fothe progress madej‘»'f“g_ (5) Who should teach such short-term
in educational theory and practices that. gourses for teachers in service ? ‘The facuity
they also take full cognisance of the needs of teachers' colleges and especially those who
and demands of the teachers themselves. hgve had extensive training in foreign
(2) The Universities too should ngVidecounmes, are well fitted for the job. Never-
short-ferm courses for teachers in the schoolsftbeless, the services of headmasters and
and colleges. Thisis not the job of thefl k i
teachers'  colleges alome. Indeed, . theljezperiments successfully in school systems
Universities have a special responsibilityl{s2ould be utiliseds
towards those of their graduates who become
school teachers,  The University Education

i3
i ‘
H  (6) Refresher courses should not be mere
Commission, in  recommending this,
observes :— - -

(1) The teachers’ colieges should provide

Hlecture programmes. They must enlist the

Htull participation of the teachers who attend

jiand deal specially with their felt needs and
Hproblems in schools, .

H Provision of Incentives;—

%

g
X

* The University can thus become a real
intellectnal and spiritnal home, to which
its teacher alumni’ would love to come

back for nutriment of mind and spirit.” It is highly important that educators and

. dministrators should recognise move and
. (8) Where and when should such profes:Hmore - the importance of and the need for
sional conrses be provided? They coul

. ' A jproper incentives for teacher growth in
well be given in the teachers’ collegeshlservice. Incentives are essential, if teachers
themselves, . where facilities by way o

Dems A .0y ~way olHshould decide about taking refresher and
libravies and equipment are available durin )

L L professional courses. There is of course the
the holidaye. However, several hill stations @prime incentive to serve India in this great

and other healthy places canbe used forBformative period of independence, Teachers
: = 1ould work well and better with a spirit of

2. The Report of the Univorsity Education
" VOI.

Commissions Goverament Printlng Press; Delhi, 1949,
1, P. 95, ’

3, Board of Educatian, Teachsrs and Youth Leaders, Loadon, H, M, Statlagsry OHios, 194,

., rvice tothe motherland: Bpecial emphasis

‘e« Demonstrations, practical work, group

experienced teachers who have carried out .

14t

should be placed on what teachers can and
should do as persons, citizens and professional
workers by reason of the challenge of India’s
needs and opportuonities today. Theincentive
must necessarily come from within. :

But the inherent motivations must be
supported by rewards for more effort and
better quality of services Modern Indie
should be realistic enough to provide a
ladder of increasing salaries and promotions
for high-school teachers to climb step by
step. The salary incentive must not be an
end ; it must nevertheless be a means to ins
service education and better teaching, The
incentive for teachers to undertake farther
education thrcugh refresher counrses musd
be provided by giving higher salaries and
promotions to those who ake such courses
creditably. If teachers are to be encouraged
to take refresher courses or other studies,
they must be given the nscassary leaves of
absence with travelling allowances and
other conveniences. Provision of regular
refresher and other short«term professional
courses at teachers’ colleges and universities
is essentiale It is also importzné that on
return to school after taking refresher
courses, the teachers shounld have chances
to put into practice new ideas gained and
spread new knowledge and skills learned.

‘“ In order that the scheme of refresher
courses may become a real success, ths
authorities of schools and intermediate
colleges and the Goveroment Education
Departments should make certified

" attendance at a University refresher
course once every four or five years 8
qualification for promation. Same sash .

" stimulue would be necessary until
sttendance at such refresher courses

- becomes & tradition... e.see see

Alternatively, teachers may bs given
leave of absence for siz months aftes
every five years of service and asked to
- attend advanced courges at their own
or any other University and obtain a
certificate of attendanoce and good work
from the head of the department of the
Umiversity,"* '

-~

p 17,

4, The University. E_ducatidn Carmniass'sm op. it £y 96,
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educational efficiency secured in the school.
The school examinations are proposed to be
~ beld by any authority, outside the school,
which the _department may appoint, The
resg‘lts aghnevad by such an external exami-
nation will show how there has been no
loss in the standard of education. The
organizers of the Vidyalaya expect a litsle

more : they hope to reach a standard hi
than that of other schools, " higher

The experiment has to overcome certain
d.eparm.xental obstructions. The first objec.
tion will be that the teachers in the
Vidyalaya are for all purposes of depart-
menfal rules beyond the age of employ-
ment, and yet they are the mainstay of the
Vldyal.aya. Will the department concede,
the point of efficiency, irrespective of the
age of the teacher? 1f they do, as they will
have to, on inspection and examination of
the school, the basic idea of superannuating

teachers at a fixed age will have t
_modified, 8 rave to be

THE EDUGKTIONAL REVIW

. The second - diffieulty - which lies in the
way of this Vidyalaya is the comparatively
low rate of fees charged. When feas are
uniform in all schools of the locality, will
the department permit a differeat lower
rate of fees? 1If the lower rats of fees will
be approved, it will mean admission of the
fact that fees can be lowered, and the
financial burden on the students can be and
should be lessened by adopting new
methods of school organizition.

In these two imporiant aspects of
secondary education, equal efficiency and
less cost, the Vidyalaya experiment will be
watched by all educationists and the public
alike with keen interest,

 (Experiment II and Experiment III to
be described in the next instalment, refer
to " XII Standard—a year's course in’
balanced education” and * Daily School
Assembly and its use by the Headmaster in
teaching Current Affairs ™ respectively).

The State’s Educational Poi.ic:y1

By Sn1 R. SRINIVABA IYENGAR, B, A Ln T, Principal, Srinivase Tutorial, Coimbatore.

»THE Education Minister’s statement in

the Madras Legisliative Assembly on
the Budget demand under the head * Edu-
cation” contains a review of the policy
that was pursued by the Congress Minise
tries since 1946 and its repercussions on the
Present position. For the first time, a Con-
gress Education Minister in Madras State
“ has declared that the fundamental objective
of providing universal free elementary edu-
calon as laid down in the constitution
would receive the highest priority in the.
Government’s educational policy and that
1t 15 the accepted policy of the Government
to Bee that a primary school is  established
1n every village with a population of 900 or
more. Dr. m. V, Krishna Rao’s predeces.
Eors 1n tne Congress Ministry have fought
shy of using the term “ universal free
clementary education™; and one of them
Scorned the very idea of priorities in the
T o : . )

General and the Edncational Budgets. C. R,
himself, as Premier and Finance Minrister,

‘in his budget speech of 1939, stated that

“‘in view of the financial implications, the
introduction of universal elementary edu-
cation was not a practical proposition at any
rate for some years to come.”” It isto be
apprehended that the objective may remain
a pious hope, as the Minister explained that
Rs. 1470 lakhs will be required per annum
and invited the Liegislative Assembly to
offer suggestions as to how to atigment the
financial resources of the’ State so as to
make increased provision for education,

The Education Minister has also stated
that the Government will continue to
utilise private agencies for the development

‘of universal elementary education tarough

the grant-system. Private agencies, barring
golitary exceptions; have proved to be
miserable failures for coping with the task

" THE STATE'S EDUCATIONAL POLICY

of expansion of elementary education. As
aniform scales of pay are being urged for
teachers under all managements, and as
most private mansgements are unable to
pay even three rupees per month to teachers
over and above the grants, no purpose is
served by the Government's' seeking this
agepcy for achieving the objective laid
down in Article 45 of the Constitution.
Farther impoverishment of the bodies.aad
sonls of elementary school teachers cannot
be tolerated. Private agencies have abun-
dant scope in the fields of secondary and
university education, but should not be
permitted to thwart the Government's duty
to nationalise and impart elementary edu.
cation for all children in the state, Private
enterprise in elementsry education may be
permitted only for conducting experiments
or research of a unique type. '

Finance is, indeed, a serious handicap in
the way of our reslising the goal laid down
in the Constitution, . Gandhiji showed
himself & modern progressive educationist,
when he epunicated at. the Wardha Con-
ference of 1987 that fres compulsory
education should last for a period of eight
years, It is a matter for surprise why the
Central Government have appointed a
Commission to report on how secondary
education could be improved. The Central
Government has a responsibility in seeing

that all the State Governments take imme-’

diate steps to-attain the objective laid down
in Article 45 of the Constitution, It is
incumbent upon the Union .Government to
provide the necessary finance for enabling
every child in India to learn to read and
write befors embarking upon adult and
social education. Moulana Abdul Kalam
Azad and his able secretaries should apply
their minds to this urgent job waiting to be
finished in about seven years, The Btate
Governments should” mot pass on their
responsibilities in this matter to other
agencies, but themselves shoulder it with
assistance from ' the Union Government,
Nationalisation of elementary education is
the only way to achieve universalisation of
{ree elementary education, '

The report on, Burma of the three
oxperts deputed by the UNESCO is' helptal
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to us In- determining the period and the
content of primary education, Tha experts
suggest a fivesysar course, & year being
200 days of 5% hours each, so that pupils
may leave school at the age of 10 or 11
yeats for the farms. In our coaatry, for
gome, decades to come, the universalisation .
of primary education is feasible only with
nationalisation of the same for children of
the age-group 6-11 years,— The nation will
be satisfied if the State Governments set
themselves to impart the five-years primary
education to all children in the states.

The Education Minister, Dr. Krishna
Rao, made an admission of great significance
when he sald that owing to the Govern-
ment's policy of introducing basic education
throughout the state, the compulsory ele-
mentary education scheme and mainfained
status guo since 1947-48, Gandhiji con-
ceived his scheme of basic education for
establishing universal education. Gandhiji
wrote in 1937 in Harijan: “Iama firm
believer in the principle of free and com-

_pulsory primary education for India. I

also hold that we shall realize this only by
teaching the children a useful vocation and
utilising it as a means for caltivating their
mental, physical and spiritual facalties, In
no other way can primary education be
made fres, compulsory and effzctive, I am
convinced that there is no other way to
carry education to crores of our children:
‘We cannot wait until we have the necessary
revenue’’ DBut the two ideologies.of basic
and nniversal education have been treated
by the Madras Government as distinctly
geparate, as may be seen also from the fact
that there is one deputy-director for basic
education and another deputy-director for
elemantary education. The present decision
of the Government to review the present
anomalous situation is to be welcomed, The
basic education policy has, in fact, retarded
universal education.

The present Government seem to have
curious ideas of théir own on basic and
primary education. Evidently, they have
no faith in sehooling affording sufficient
training to the intelligence, practical efficie
ency and a sense of moral and social values
to- the children. They sare anxious to



152

establish proper co.ordination between the
home apd the school by the method of
half-day.‘ schooling and bhalf-day family
apprencticeship in craft. The hall-day
schooling is pot intended to secure the
admissicn of more pupils and the adoption
of the shift.system, Its object is to make
pupils learn to be better-skilled craftsmen,
and to enable teachers to take a supples

_ mentary occupation or to take part in the
pation-building sctivities. We are a poor
country; our children are perhaps more
precocicus 3 . special
invoked for imparting education to our
children.

The implications of this poval proposal
bave to be carefully studied. Children will
learn craft, not from teachers, bat from
parents in their homes; the possibility of
their learning crafts in the school workshop
to be attached is not to be ignored. The
problem of starting an ordinary school
bristles with difficulties; that of running a
schco_l workshop to each of the thousands
of primary schools is a bewildering one,
The craft-training which teachers have
received all these five years and more may
bave to run to waste. The idea behind the
Dew proposal is that education through
craft or even education-cum-craft is not the
goal of elementary education. It is a com.

- plete departure from basic education, which
bas till now been the State’s policy, The
half-day schooling should be decided upon,
after the formulation of the aim and goal
of elementary education, the duration in
years and the content to be imparted. The
contert cannot be merely the three R's; we
cannot eschew the play-activities that have
been in vogue all these years, Children
cannot sit for three hours at a stretch in
school, The Report on Education in Burma

methods are being’
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of ths UNESCO experts defines the minf.
mum content of primary school eduestion
which has to be taught for five years.:;
year being of 200 days of 53 hours each,
A minimum four-hour-day, with a midday
interval, seems to me to be absolately
necessary for imparting sound elementary
education, The existing basic schools are
already unpopular, for an impression ‘pre-
vails in the minds of parents that literacy
and the thres R’s do not receive as mugh

importance as the cleaning campaign and

the #akli-spinning, Children from basie
schools find their admission into secondary
schools difficult, as their attainments in
linguistic and other “tests are fouad not up
to the mark, The existing basic schaol
curriculum needs revision, The transition
from basic schools to secondary schools
mnst_be made smooth, Agaip, the view
prevails in rural areas that the edacation
imparted in rural areas daring the first
five years of school life should mot differ
much from that in urban areas, Thereis g
craze, of the right type, I think, for more
and better education everywhere; and the
curtailment of educational facilities in
duration or content in rural aréas will not
be appreciated. Education is not a toy to
bq played with, but a precious tool to be
wisely bandled for the development of the
all.-ronnd personslity, i, e, the physical
mental and moral facuities of the nation’s
children. The half-day schcoling will not
be helpful in achieving this objective, and

-is not a matter for experimentation at all,

I desire to emphasise that nationalisation
of elementary education for five standards
for children of the age-group 5-10 or 6-11
years should be the immediate objective
and js the only way to achieve universalisa-
tion of free elementary education,

NOTICE

. Sri A, R.V. Narasimhacharya has been appointed as one of our

travelling representatives.

He is authorised to receive subscriptions,

- We request our subscribers and advertisers to extend to him their fullest

support,

Manager,
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HE state of Vermont, in the northeastern

part of ‘the Uaited Ststes, from its
parliest days has played an important role
in furthering educational development, -It
was Vermont which gave the United States
its first medical school and its first teacher’s
ocollege 3 more recontly, it was Vermont
which brought forth Bennpington College, the
Patpey School, and the Woodstock Country
School—eachin itsown way pushing forward
educationsl frontiers. Also, Vermont 1is
the birthplace of John Dswey, the dean of
Americap philosophers and eduacators, whose
thinking has had a distinct influence upon
Goddard College—one of the state’s latest
experiments in eduncation,

Goddard is a small college, having an
enrollment of arproximately 125 stadents.

The faculty numbers 20 and average classes

are of eight to ten. A pormual stndent
programme inclade three courses, Goddard
College is dedicated to the theory that what
one learns, one is, and thus school should
be essentially an edacation for living. Books,
lectures, demoastrations can supp'y the
person with information, but ouly when
that information has become part of bis own
persopality has he really learned it, The
good teacher rarely tells; he helps his
students find out things for themselves,
Tests apd examinations do not messure this
kind of learning, because the only true test
is in action and behaviour,

_The Goddard plan makes the whole

college community a learning situation, with
small classes, individual counselling, work
experiences snd commubity governmeot ali
playing a parts Work is offered insociology,
psychology, philosopby, economics, history,
government, conservation, edacation, the
physical sciences, the hfe sciences, languages,
literature, art, music and drama, The
heaviest stndent demand is in literaturs,
psychology, education and goverament,
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| Goddérd College: An _Américan Experiment
- in Education |

By Lronarp B, ABGHEB, Jz. (From The Christian Seience Monitor)

Democracy as a way of life is evident to
the visitor to Geddard as he talks with the
students, the faculty, and the maintenance
staff, as he visits in classrooms and listens
to discossions in which the insn;uctor and
the students are equal snd in which there
is a free exchange of ideas as the group
ceeks to reach an understanding of a

problems .

Goddard's community government gets its
power from the college’s Board of Trustsese
Its province is the daily life of the college
community, for which it makes aund enforces -
regulations, sets standards, and levies a
yearly tax of $ 12, Tax money pays for

" recreation and occasionally buys permanent

equipment to make college life easier and
more epjoyables - '

The community government [unctions
through meetings of the whole college
community, held twice a montb, snd through
s number of special purpose comumittees—
legislative, judiciary, and exeoutive arms, a
recreation planning group, a committes -on
eaucational policy, a group to plan and
supervise the work programme through
which community wmembers contribute 10
hours & week io work toward the mainten-

" ance of the college. Every member of the

college, whether student or member of the
teaching, administrative, or maintance staffs,
may attend the semi-monthly commuaisy
meetings, and every one has an egual voice

and vote. )
Faculty and students are co-oitizens at
Goddard, Typical of the seif.re;nla:ion the
_community hss 1mposed uoa itself are by-
laws limiting smoking to fire-protected areas
and sefting quiet hoare, -Community by-lawa
are considered to have the strengén of the
more usual administrative ralings on such

matters,
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At Goddard, the Tducational Polioles
Oommittee, elected by the commonity, is
constantly surveying the entire educational
progremmce, snd it keeps in close touch
with both the courses being offered and the

instrocters who teach them, There are no’

fixed academic requiremments for sdmission
to the college. The president of Goddard,
Dr. Royce Stanley Pitkin, says; “ We are
not too interested in what a candidate for
admiseion” has studied in bich (secondary)
schocl. - What we want to know is how he
studies, and what kind of person he is and
. canbe,”. , ‘ : '

There is no fixed curriculum at Goddard,
During the first two years the student is
- free to explore im any field of knowledge

-that interests him. Iao the last two years, -

when he is a candidate for the Bachelor of
Arts degree, he specialises in a self-chosen
field. Teaching is tailored to the individual
needs of the student, .There are no grades
and no examinations. A stndent, with the
aid of his: faculty counsellor, evaluates bis
work and his progress, to determine whe-

ther he is ready to go onto advanced studiss,

One of Gceddard College’s most zealously
maintaiped theories is that listening to
~ lectures is not necessarily learning, Thus,
free discussion, in which the instructor is
chiefly the resource person and the leader
who sees that the discussion sticks to the
subject, is one of the mainsprings of - the

institution’s educational programme. Success:

. ful democracy is absolutely dependent upon
free discussion. BSuch technique requires
wide and extensive reading on the part of
the student. Thus the library becomes,
not a depository of knowledge, but a very
vital working core in the democratic eda-
cational programme, By their facility for
thinking on their feet and for discassing

gathering. ‘ g

" Dr, Pitkin
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pertfnant pro}:léms inteliigently, Goddard
students and graduates stand . out in any

This unique collage evolved from an ides
conceived in the 1930’s by it president
Dr, Pitkin, who today is known affection-
ately to faculty and stndents slike as Tim.
formerly was principal of
Goddard seminary, an.old and honoured
gecondary school in Vermont; after some
years in this position, Dr, Pitkin decided that
a college, such 8s he envisioned, would be
more useful than a secondary schoal, howsver
good, A number of prominent eduncators
and influential laymen agresd with him, and
in 1938 Goddard College was officially
organiseds ' :

.- The new college had, at its inception,
only a library of about 3,000 books and a
small sam in cash. For a campus, the
trustees went deeply into debt to buy a 200-
acre estate on a high hill near the town of
Plsijnfield, Vermont, and the 11«year process
of converting a farm intoa college was
begun, The cow barn eventually became
the college cafeteria, recreation ball ade
ministration offices and campus theatre, The
bull barn was remodelled into the library,

Todsy, nearly 14 years after its organisa-
tion, Goddard College still has »no capital
endowment-and no reserve fund worthy of
the name, It is supported almost entirely
by fees paid by students.

- But Goddard College is proving thab a
good college education can be dchieved
without ivy-covered walls and elaborate
buildings, Its graduates themselves become
—Dby precept and example—advocates of the
theory that * Democracy is an active daily
way of life,” and today are winning distince
tion for themselves and for their college,

NOTICE

Sr1 P; N. GHOSE, Typewriter Repairer,

132, M. S, Paul

Chowdhury’s Lane, North Bantra, Howrah P.O. has been appointed as

one of our Representatives for Bengal.
and advertisers, to extend to him their fullest support.

=N

We request our subscribers

Manager. L
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~ Value of Language in

.National Education

By 8aI 8, CHAKRAVARTI, B. 4, A.M.1, B, B, Madras.

’E‘HE infant democracy of the Republic of
‘India is too young to recollect what are
patiopal thoughts, - The national leaders
also do not indicate what Janguage medium
out of all Janguages in India would foster
the growth of national education, Thers
are two types of national leaders, and let us
start with the first, e :

. In this land of different culfures, 'langa-
ages tend to emphasise differences and then
attempt to gather rationally an artificial
unity which looks like a game of school
boys attempting to locate from the shadows
falling on fhe wall a plaything, Findiag
in reality this to be unavailing effort, some
national leaders could not help- starting
with the doctrine that India can never
bscome a natiop; and out of the many
iapguages, no national thoughts, either -
individually or collectively, could possibly.
arise, -Thep, they begin direct action
excluding other Indian languages in the
name of - pationalism, while at- the same
time expecting that such negative activity
would develop in their own mother tongue
national thoughtss DBut this game seems
to indicate that political demands are made
on cultural levels, and there ought to be
some other language which is not, a na-
tional thing, but has introduced this conflict

‘without being related to Indian nation=

alism« What that language is any boy
can -understand, and that 1s the Knglish
language. ’ -

In the history of India, either ancieat or
modera, the people, aitaough illiterate in
the sense that they cannot read or write,
havas never insisted in one voice that any
cultured people should guit lndia. - But the
demand has been made about the Knghsh
by Indian citizens speaking different laugus ,
ages and belonging 10 aifferent cultures dnd,
suen & phenomenon could - never have
happened 1o case the Enghish are- cultured
pecple o the s&ense lucdians uaderstand
Wwhat oulture ig. Why has suob a politival

demand been made with all the cultaral
forces even inhibiting the national tendency
of cultured people ? It is because English is
not o national thing, Enpglish culture seems
to represent a sort of political ego with s
cultural defenca mechanism, and it has
unconscionsly tended to grow political
demands on cultural levels, a thing nnheard
of in the annals of Indian history before.

To those Indians wha think that English
is a thing of beauty and a joy for ever,
Hindastani gives these silent thoughts, Are
Tamil, Telugu and Malayalam related to
Hindustani or to English? How can I be
nationslly important at the centre withont
permitting other Indian languages to find
their own. level at the extremities even ag
water finds its own level? How ocan the
centre irnpose on the extremities even ip a
symbolic form? Am I not something real—
of conrse I may not be rational at present?
Itis just. possible that when Hindustani
becomes the national language of India,
then the international language of English
would have been knowa as the last resort
of imperial memories and has been the
unconscious background indicating uncals

tured demonstrations by cultured citizens
of India, '

. Therefore, national leaders should
consiler now that culture is nos a thing bus
a relation, Then, they will be aware of
Enghsh memories coming out of Indiaa
minds to breaths the frosh air of Republis
can freedom. landian pedagogues have
often been called upon to get 1ato such a

ploneering enterprises when, due %o gircum=
stances boyund their conwol, =ultnce bas
got stuck up on political levels as-a ihing,

In might be that when ' Hindustani

- becomes wne national lunguage, then politis

cal demusnds on oultural levais might alao
be thlug: of the paste But the tuck that the
Koghish lauguege bes all aloog buen the
ppecific  Wotemnation of - mntisnational
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a&ivity would ba revealed to all cultored
citizens in Indis.,. They will also find ont
that volontary  withdrawal of the British
from India is not s miracle, but the con.
" sciousness of British- -culture representing
political altruism,

As the British have left these Indian

shores, they have grown confident of the

fact that Imperialism has established a
cultural hold on the people.of India, and
English langnage will be there to contain
national facts with imperial memories, The
present conflict on cnltural levels in India
does not arise from national facts of freee
dom, but points out that’ imperial memories
are in the process of elimination,

Ever since the British have éstablished a

hold through their altruistic oultare in .

India and in the Eastern countries, cultural
memories all over the East have grown
into ‘historical facts, gefting into the nega-
tive drive to exclude one culture from
another through nationalism, eliminating
one - language and preferring a diplomatic
nomenclatore, and introducing an element
of political confliet among the cultured
peoples of the Kast, Eastern historians
find the missing link in the English langu-
age, as they attempt to reconcile the origin
of cultoral confliot among minority and
majority caltures throughout the eastern
hemispheres The English spirit seems to
say: %I am the origin of all pational
things in India and the East, and I am also
the destruction of all national relations in
Eastern cultare,”

Educationists know that boys snd girls
are cormally unwilling to go to school and
the compulsory primary education has

inhibited all national memories in children; -

‘While they are dragging their legs on the
road, these boys and girls meet the cultured
politicians  who divert their attention to
- some writing on the wall and ask them to
- learn this - lapguage or that language and
boycott other languages.

Even the parent at home finds that
political demands are mada in the English
Jeaguuge. The teaohei: regamds uauonal

“culture,
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eduoation as a means for learning politics
aod not culture. The Hsads of Educational
Institutions and Universities’ appear very
rational in Eoglish, but do not live up to
their cultural reality. All' blame Hindus.

tani for not being so attractive as the inter-

nationally manifest English, bnt Hindustaai
has come to- indicate’ that Emglish is the
origin of cultural inhibition ia India, a

symptom of aggression in Indian culture
and has given pational anxiety for all the
citizens in the Republic of India, Then,
the rationale of Hmdustam would become
real.

Hindustani might as well be compared
to & cultural broom that could only get at

the English cobwebs and restore freedom

to Indian culturae,

In every Indian home, the joint-family
is disintegrating; brothers are quarrelling
as if they are not blood relations, sons are
indifferent to fathers and ~hang on to
English teachers, wives are demandjng
separation in English language, and cal-
tural groups and commupities have got
into the mood of political crusadsrse It
will be superfiuous’ to add what respect and

regard boys and girls have towards teachers

and education. In case English has been
the-pioneer of this sort of national education,
then some other Indian langusge like
Hindustani- should re-educate Indian

Then, there are the second type of
national leaders who expect to collect sales
tax from the movement of Hindustani,
They are the sons of Bharatb, tracing their
descent from the Sun and the Moonj they
are industrialists penny-wise ‘in exports but
pound-foolish in imports; and they are
anthrcpclogists ~ who argue that since
cuiture and capital have started with a
capital “C", they can -also make ont the
last e capital to their needs and desires,

- But nobedy is on solid ground on political

levels, and the: cultaral past does  not carry
political memories along with lt, on the
coptrary, -only when politics is buried,
oulture takes its rise and mot othathse. :

‘the imperis] nature of sny language.

ABGOF A NEW TEACHER

Therefore, culture in India should bew;re

ot
that Indians shovld not learn the inters
pationsl lapgusage, but English should never
be nationally important. National thoughts
can never emerge from ap international
thing, but from natiopal relations among
the languages in India, National education
involves education through various langu-
ages in India, and national cultare includes
constant vigilance over English from
imposing political demands on. cultural

levels.

R

" The readers might ask - why Epglish is
used to affirm the value of language in
national education. Juast as a thing is a
relation, so national language is also related
to au international language. The people
in Great Britain are also eotangled in
international cobwebs of their own languags
aggression and- have lost their national
freedom as an interpational thmg. Liat
them also beware that language is a friend
and not a monopoly, and an international
thing represents former memories of
imperial past playing upon their refiective
national consclousness. .

 . | A BC of a New Teacher

By Sz1 D, PuruseEOoTHAM, Chitfoor.

WHEI:I’anyone views this topay.turvy
world in the right prespective, by
standing on his head, he will now see a
vast number of young teachers—trained and
untrained—tasting their first experience of
professional teaching, unguided and all
alone, The teacher shounld know that he

is there primarily to learn, as learningis .

like rowing up-stream. A pupil cannot be
taught to read, bmt he may be confronted
by an imaginative reading situation, This is
why he should know the children indivi-
dually and the environment; even at the
risk of neglecting the sylla.bus and  dis-
regarding the results, -
prejudices or prefixed notions. He should
think subjectively ; feel instinotively ; react
protectively; and elevate emotionally, as
far as his children are concerned.

A new teacher should know the first

Fiddles (5. e: the: intellectual and moral
leaders) among the pupils' by means of a

series of free éonversations in the classroom '

and by observing them in their’ nogusrded
moments, -when the brake is off, The
intellectual leaders can be fished out by
‘employing the Standard Tests, but the

results of snch tests are informative and not

definitive, He can also add to bis infore
mation the epinions of his associatess In

He shonld have no

the absence of standard tests of obaraster of
sufficient reliability, his researches into
intellectual sphere will, however, afford him
some help in kaowing who the ‘moral
victors' are. Generally, the true leaders
will be found slightly above the average m
mental make-up. .

After koowing the leaders, 'the new
knowledge hawker "’ shoald know  how to
work best in- co-operation with the partly
baked youths, One cannof applaud with
one hand., Co-opsration is the road to
discipline, The teacher, through the leaders,
should pick up and weave threads of vari-
ant calibre, To attsmpt to woo the class
enbloc means to forfeit the right to kaoow
his children as individuals, and this is bettex
than trying to Roow  them individually,
which may land him in- disillusion. Bat
soms ‘'narrow neckedsbottles” do stay out
of the net cast, The beginner should not
get puzzled or ontwitted by the wayward,
the rebellious, the dreamy, the geniumses
and the delinquents who may drift un-
noticed or uanvalued or neglect:ds But on
that score, he cannot give ap the struggle,
A studied neglect is, frequently, the finest
method of winning them

Disregard of syllabus does not mean a

" heppy-go-lnoky aondnet of the soheol work,
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- Every scheol or olass has its own tradition,
linguisms, localisms and somersaulterisms,
and he has to follow the existing hackneyed

tracks however abomipable it may be, " i

‘before effecting any alterations for several
good reasons, The progress of education
rests cn experimentation, when done after
searching investigation, knowing that the
_child has only one school life. He experi-
ments oot on lifeless machines, but on
purposefnl humsn beings. The teacher’s
attitude, his gestures, his likes and dislikes,

his preferences and his idiosyncracies have

to be assimilated by the children, before

there can be any worthwhile cooperation
between the two,

No teacher stands alone, He iz all eyes
and ears. He should also study ths con-
firmed reactions to the methods in vogue
in his pupils. He should not only discover
the possible reasons for ths poor response;
but also find cut the potent remedies, Aoy
chapge in the technique, introduced gradu-
ally, should openly appear that it was made
on the initiative of the pupils. Accordingly,
he should prepare his lessons, The success

of 8 lesson depends upon how much the-

children participate in it, and not at all
upon the personal efficiency of the *jail
warder’ or ‘smooth-tongued trimmer’, His
"scheme of work demands the long view, if
not the lopger one.

The innocent pedagogue has to face the
getting and marking devils. His business

is not so much with the pen and ink ghosts, -

but with the living personslities. He should
‘know the disparity between aunshority
(superior or inferior) and discipline which
spetls cooperation, ‘L'here is that unavoid.
‘able drudgery in school work, and he
has to ccmbat it with the missiles of
engaging interest. In matters of discipline,
he must be upright and unbiassed. He is
not a gurw dealing with one chiid, when
the child is the schcol itselfs Once martinets
had their day, but not today.

It is expected that a teacher should
portake in other school acuvities, The
school society is pot only of value to him,
he is of value to it Somaues do m)t wmean

extra monetary contributions; as thete avd

‘many calls on the pocket of the child of

today. The present schools are fast becom=
ing watch-manufacturing factories; blcod-
suckers if not slaughter-houses, Some think
that any fool can become a teacher. But
such fools are either idealistic fools or fecke
less ones; Bul.let every teachsr try to
manufacture a lesser number of fools in
this mad world, which will be: something
without them.

The ‘star-crossed teacher’ is a manamong
boys, and a boy among men.
recreation and time for social duties and for
rosearch work, Allis fish that comes into
the teacher’s pocket, He must be strong
enough to withstarel: the hard knocks from
the multlfanous i .5, Codes and Rules of
education. He tichly needs holidays; if
not, he will become a sponge or a string
bag or a sand-glass or a Moghu! diamond,
If iron enters into his soul, it is something,
but pot dead chalk and dust, He should
have the teaching perzonality. He cannot
escape his personality, nor conceal i$, as he
is not a lamp-post or a wall-psg.

There is a ty{:e, a-red hot enthusiast who
pats all his energy into teaching, who
tickles, directs, controls, and compels and

finishes his work and shows tangible results;
"Well and good so far.

The pupils do
follow him on the surface, There ‘the new
colt’ robs the pupils of their personaiities,
by denying them the right to exercise them,
There is another type of teacher, who reliss
on charm, whioch is commendable, and
when he plays upoan it too much, disaster
chills ‘'him. There is another type, who
adopts a deliberately negative attitude,
which is abhorrent, and thus he simply
withholds from the child what is his due,
What is personality, if nct the expression of
character plus something else? Oharacter
is trainable and attainable, but the naturs
of its expression i beyond his control.

A new teacher_may be happy because of
the good he is doing and knows he is domg,

_in *the shed. for hunsking sapparatos, A

knowledge hawker, with insurmountebla
idenls will bsocome a misfit or iodiferente

He needs
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Another with ideals may axmply retreat
from reality. A third onme with practical
ideals, may shoot at the bull's eye, Haeis
the best adept, who can adopt and adapt.
One who preservesthe intimate relationship
between the ideal and actual is Sthe real
guru. Some have ideals only for the
pleasurs of scuttling thems Every teacher
faces depression as he is enveloped by out~
dated traditions, empty encomiums, apology
of emoluments, restriotions and regimenta-
tions, The greater the idealism, the deeper
the depression. Such ones suffer an eclipse
a8 on the race course, But the teacher
should welcome depression, as it is the
darkest hour before dawn,

Secondary Education Commi ésion——Whe}{: .For ?

(Continued)

II

In my last artiole, I had stated that the
Government of India seemed to be planning

for two systems of education, one pre-basic,

Basic, and Post-Basie, leading to rural
university for the masses and - another,
Primary Educstion, Secondary Education
leading to the University for the classes.
Ip order to find out whether my surmiss
was correct, I wrote to the Minister of
Education with the Government of India,
to clarify the point. I give below the
reply (A).
(A) No. D, 1288/52-B, I,

MinisTRY OF EDUGATION
Government of India.
New Delhi 8, the...16th.June, 1952

Dear Shn Atyangar.

1, Please refer to your d. o, letter dated
June 2, 1952 addressed to Maulana. Sahib,
enclosing & copy of your article ¢Secondary
Education Commission,—What for?"

2, I may say at the very outset that
there bas been no through examination so
far of tha problems pertammg to Second ary

The beginner is on trial -by all including
himself, What makes him too hot or
quit? s it the typa of school, or the
wrong children or subjeats or his inability
or what? It is better to light a candle
than carse the darkaess, Bnccess can be
achieved by constant thought, faith, prayer,
endeavour, intensive and extensive study;
by self-sacrifize, analytical approach and
by abiding and intelligent interest in the
‘Whole Child and all crowned by LOVE,

He who can does, he who cannct,
teache?s - : -

i
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- Education m the country. af d ;ﬁa Planning
, Commission, fras fright 1y, gé‘é‘c,pred this'stage
of educanon ‘88, tt}_:e gveak’st link in our
makes it even more importsnt to survey
the entire position of Secondary HKducation
is the development of Basic education. In
geveral states, a stage has been reached
where students are completing & seven or
eight years, basic course and some decision
has to be taken regarding their future, A
fuirly uniform system of Primary Education
may be snitable for children, but with the
coming of adolescence, a diversification of
courses hecomes essential, as this is the
stage when differences in aptitude and
interest begin to be clearly shown, Further,
the primary schools draw their teachers,
and universities their students, from the
Becondary Bchools. If these are inefficient,
the quality of education at all stages, is -
bound to be adversely affected, h

3. I trust that the observations made
above will convince you of the necessxty fot
such a commxssxon.

e -« Yours Sincerely,

<= ... (sd). E, Ly Jossr;
ER LR - Under-secretarys
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S8an1 N. KOPPUSWAMI AIYANGAR, M/A,s I,T,,
- Retd, Lecturer, Training College, - -
Trivandrum, Ad, Ha, Ely, School, Vaduvur,
{Tanjore Dt.)

It will be seen that it is vague and not
to the point. It seems to me that the
Government of India do contemplate two
systems, but are unwilling to own it until
it is endorsed by the proposed Secondary
Eduecation Commission, Whatever it may
be, I have sgain written requestieg a definite
reply to the questions I had raised, I give
below a copy of that letter also. (B)I think
it is better to deal with the undesirability

of having two systems after I get & reply .

to my last letter,

Copy of letter (B)
Dear Bhri Joshi,

Your letter Now D 1268/52 B. L, dated
16.6+’ 52 in reply to mine addressed to
Maulana Sahib. I must say it has not
enlightened me on aby of the guestions
that 1 have raised in my article. Youn use

8 terms, viz., * Basic Education ’ *Primary -
" and ' Secondary Education”,

Education
What each term exactly connotes is not
"clear. The last two terms are well defined
terms in educational literature, Jo the
absence of any explanation to the contrary,
one has to assume that they are used 1o
their usual mesaning, i.e, Primary Edu-
cation means eduocation up to 11 and Becon.
dary Education, Educatico between 11 and
entrance tothe University, If this is so,
the term **Basic Education™ is not used by

you in the same sense as it was used by

Gandhiji. I have quoted enough from
Gandhiji's writings in the article sent to you
to show that he intended “Basic Education”
to be of the Matriculation standard so as fo
include what now goes under the pame of
Primary and -Secondary Education.

I request you to let me know what exactly

the Government of India means by those‘

3 ferms,

Secondly, I do not kuow exactly how far
‘the Sargent Scheme holds the field now,
But from newspaper reports of the speeches
and pronouncements made by the toprank-

ing. men in the Ministry of Education
including Maulana Sahib, I am definitely
of the impression that the Sargent Schema
is the main guide except in a few instances
like 40 years’ time required to complete
the introduction of free and compulsory
edacation between the ages of 6 and 14
throughout India, and the place of ‘Hindi’
in our educational sysiem. The paras
under *Basic Education® and ‘Secondary
Education’ in the Five Year Plan give ths
same 1mpressnon-

For instance, in the Sargent Scheme,
Basic Education is

cation and is intended for the age group 6
to 14, In the five year plan also, it is

. stated that Basic Education is.intended for

the age group 6 —14, 8o it may be inferred
that the standard of Basic Education as
envisaged in the five year plan is only that

_cf the present Middle School as is given in

the Bargent Scheme and not that of the
Matriculation as intended by Gandhiji.

Again, in the Sargent 8cheme, first five
years of schooling called Junior Basic is
common to all puopils, After that pupils
who passin the gxamination are sent to

High 8chools which corresponds to the-

present Secondary Schools, Those who
fail are sent to Senior Basic 8chools, The
products of the Senior Basic Schools may.
go in for higher education provided for
them by the Government such as Adult
Behools, Thus the Sargent Scheme proe

- vides for two parallel systems of Education;

one Junior Basio, High School to Univer-
sity; another, Junmior Basic, Senior Basic
to Adult Schools.

- Id the Five Year Plan under Basic

Educacion, it is stated that the several
~stages of Basic Education are pre-basic,

basicy post-basic, -teacber’s training, and
when this becomes possible, a rural
nniversity.

Under Secondary Education, it is stated
that Secondary Education is the weakest
link in the educational chain. But itisa
link between what two things is not given.

In your letter yoa talk of Primary Hda-

identifled with the
present primary and Middle School Edu-:
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cation and the need for a diversification of
courses with the coming of adolescenre.

‘The Bargent Scheme also is to provide

a variety of courses extending over a period
of at least O years after the age of 11,
Therefore, it may be fairly inferred that

the Secondary . Kducation contemplated in

the First Five Year Plan is a link between
Primary School (Junior Basic) and the
University, Therefors, it is a fair inference
that what is contemiplated in the Five Year
Plan is the provision for two different
systems of edncation—one pre-basw, basic,
post-basic to rural university : another Prie
mary Scheol (Five Year course), Secondary
Education to the University, - This is only
a modification of the (wo systems contems
plated in the Sargent Scheme.
to know definitely - whether the Five Year

Plan contemplates two systems as I have .

described above. A‘ -

'OF course, y~u state in your letter that
Secondary Education is partly intended for
those who have completed the 7 or 8 years
Basic courss, If it is so, there should be
a Post . Ba.kr Edueation Commission and

of education—ons Pre basic, Basic,

" I wish,

not. a Secondary Education Commission.
This also requires elucidation.

To conclusion, I would request yom to
giva a definite reply as to what the Gove

ernment of India contemplates with
regard to ;= v _
1. ths standard of basic education,

whether it is & 7 or 8 year course;

2, whether it contemplates two systems
Post-
Basic to Ruoral University and adother
Primary Education, Secondary Educatxou
to the University;

8, whether the 7or 8 year course of
Basic Education is to be common to all and
Secondary Hducation is only another name
for the Post-Basic courses

As I wish to.have an anthoritative
moswer to the questions, I would request

‘you to consalt top-men in the Ministry

including Mmla.na Sahlb before

reply,

yon

(Sd) N. Kuppuswami.
(70 be contmued)

THE UNITED ’INDIA DROVIDENT ASSURAH(E COITIDANY L., mADRAS

The Second Successive Quinquennial

BONUS

DECLARATION

. Poliey holders and others interested in The United India Provident Assurance Co:,
Ltd., will be happy to hear that the Valuation of the Company for the qumquenmum
ended dlst December, 1451, has disclosed extreme.y satisfactory results. ' -

" The Valuation was made on most stringent bases; the rate of ‘interest assumed
being 24%. A very substantial margin has been prov1ded for future expenses and proﬁts.
thus ensuring a substantial proﬁt in reserve for the future, '

Notwithstanding the stringent bases, the Valuation disclosed a handsome surplus
enabling the declaration of reversionary ponus at the rate of Rs. 9/- per year per thousand
under Endowment-Policies. This represents an increased Allotment of 50% over the
Bonus of the previous Valuation, which was at the rate of Rs. 6/- per thousand per year. .

" Bonus Certificates are being issued to the Policyholders.

The results. of the Company -are unique m the annals of Provident Societies
working in India. -

The management is grateful to. the Pohcyholders ‘and the Public for their
valuable support to the Institution.

THE UNITED INDIA PROVIDENT ASSURANCE CO~, LTD.,

¢ UNITED INDIA LIFE BUILDINGS ",
) ESPLANADE, MADHAS.
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Editorial

QONVOCATION addresses sre. primarily
interded to remind graduates of the

ideals which they must

- Madrag follow in later life and to
Convocation inspire them with the
Address  necessary zeal and entbu-

. . siasm, But itis nsual for the
distinguished educationists and politicians
Who are called npon mostly to deliver such
8ddresses, to utilise them for airing their
OWn views about educationsl and political
controversies, Speeches of that Kkind get
headlined in the press: but they leave the
new praduates puzzled, bewildered and
Sometimes excited as well. The Rev, Father
Jerome D™ Souza, formerly Principal of
the Loyola College, Madras, and now
Director of the- Indian Institute of Social
Order, Poons, wisely eschewed educational
and palitical polemics in his address to the
Mudras graduates on the 21st Augnst. He
did not tell his younthful sndience that they
would have been better.off under a different
kind of educational system or a different
type of social order, He merely described
to them the sitnation in which they and
their country found themselves today and
called their attention to the fundamental
ideals loyalty to which was essential if they
were to serve themselves and their country
aright. Stressing the respouosibilities of the
leadership - at home apd abroad which
would fall on University graduates, he
declared: “For this purpose, it is essential
that in our entire education certain funda=
mental attitudes in consonance with our
historic spirit and our present day mission,
should be sedulously cultivated: that the
menR, who step out of the portals of the
Universities and take up their appointed
tasks as formed men shounld be fixed in
those attitudes and imbued with thoss ideals,
I meso the ideals which foster peacs, which
foster democratic liberty, social justice snd
communal harmony,” Later on in the
address, he traced them to “the eteraal
verities of Ged and soul and righteousness
and bharmony among men " standing
““imm-vable whatever the violence of the

passing storms,” It was his earnest advice:
*In momenots of moral crisis, let me beg you
with all the earnestness I can command:
Make not haste in time of clouds, Come
to no irrevocable decision, do not throw to
the winds the lessons of a lifetime and the
wisdom of the ages.” There was the

authentic Indian touch in the comparison-

of spiritaal crises to a lake agitated by a
storm and thus rendered incapable of

_reflecting the scenery around, *The storm,” -

he went on, * will pass, the winds will
subsides the tormented foliage of the trees
will be lnlled to rest, and over the jumin-
ous surface of those waters, flower and tree,
contour of mouatain and coloyr of sky will

stand once again reflected.” In other words, -
in aod through controversies and conflicts,

we must pressrvs our faith in God and man
aad in eternal moral principles, -

Dr. D’ Sounza glanced at some of the evils

and dangers to be gnarded against—corrup-
tioa in politios, corruption in manners, the
tendency to ioterpref the secular s:ate as s

state indifferent, if not hostile, to religion,s

, and the iniroduction of provincial and com=
maunal rivalries in acsdemis -circles, He

showed the gradustes however through a

survey of history that Iodia bad ample
stores of vital epergy and that they had
every reasoa to be hopeful about the ulti-
. mate suocess of the new synthesis that she
was attempting with the culture of the
West. - ' o

Altogether Father D’ Souza's address is-

a pointed tract for the times, stressing
ideals and values apt to be forgotten in the
heat of passion roused by contending
"idealogies. o .
. ~ .
In the June issue of the FEducational
Quarterly, published by the Government of
' Indis, 8ri J. P. Naik has
written interestingly aboat
.- tha Janata College, a new
institution which is at cnce
a rural school, s community centre, a
research ~organization iaovestigating and

The Janata
College

_experimenting on methods and techaiques

used for making it the life and soul of the
village, and a training school for rural
teachers, " The Janata College,” he' writes,
“ought to be developad as an-indigenous
experiment suited $o our peculiar needs and
conditions, It certainly has very close
parallels abroad : the community college of
U. 8, A: the village or -conntry college of
England: and the Folk High Schools of

Denmark. It should - borrow freely from’

these great institutions, Bubt instead of
being-a were facile imitation of these
foreign models, it should be evolved on
our own lines "in the light of our own
experience, research and experimentation,”
Many of the functions that Sei J, P, Naik
attribntes to the Janata™ College wers
served by the villsge temple in south Indis
in the middle ages, The temple housed
the local school and ccllege: it was the

town hall. the stage -and the concert

theatre. "It was often the bank and the
registry of documents, Adult-_education
‘was its special job, - In south India even
now some temples, properly encouraged,
may be in & position to earry on some
of these duties, Apart from this, however,
we are convinced that some institution like

the Japata College is absolutely necessary.

to regenerate the village. These who plan
it have to take- care that it has its roots in
the soil and chat its activities are.so con-
ceived as to capture the imagination of the
people and enthuse national sentiment.

Replying to the civic address presented by -

the Balem Muaicipal Council on August 3,
"~ Bri C. Subramaniam, our
Decentralisa- Finance Minister, made an
tion important disclosure, He
o said that the raform of the
present scheme of education which was
mechanical and unsuited to the country’s
needs was.engaging the 'serious attention of
the Madras cabinet, and that it was being
felt that decentralisation in the matter of
sducation to regional areas, the latter
finding the necessary moneys for the expen-
diture and looking to the State Government
for allotment of moneys only in special
cases would be a
taken, - -
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desirable step to “be _ ‘
: .. -io fashion, but till recently they did dress

P

SRR

yroposal is rather revolutionary,

: Thﬁ»pbua roused misgivings in some
and 1t of the press. We have of course

'sectiﬂ.ﬂsf ¢ fuller details bafore we can be

implications of the plan, We
howaver, that the Government
sre 0 intention of giving up their respon-
ofor the spread. of education. It
‘as bowever that the English
s, trative set up—to which we referred
admi®  Jsst. month—may be in the mlpd :
in g n(')Groven'nmen_t. It may be worth while
of the ring whether greater decantralisation
¢ inspire a widespread resurgence of
s nitiative aud local enthasiasm.. The
’of’“l 1 Mandir scheme, tried in Madhysa
Vidya in 1937—389, isa well conceived- .
r in that direction, Wae shsll -
with ioterest how the Madras.
ry proposes to meet the ever In-
sipg demsnd for educational expaasion
?;ft% the limited funds at their dispoal.

ay 0o

Itis agreed practically on all hands that
God made man: but some would add that
ST Y the tailor makes ths gentle-
man, An enterprising dress-
maker is using this ancient
adage, (minus the articles),
as an advertising slogan

- The
Philosophy of
~ Clothes

' insidé the city buses, News is now to hand

that our educational authorities are worried

" g5 to how much the tailor—or at least drcss

—contributes to the making of a teachsr.
The Divisional Inspector of Schools,

" Madursi, has recently had occasion to note

that teachers lack a distinctive dress and

- are often indistinguishable from boys. ln

a circalsr he has pointed out that it is quite
desirable that teachers should dress insa -
way. that will distingaish them from boys
and add to their appearance,.- His practical
suggestions are that if they wear dhoties
and shirts, they should also wear angavas-
tram, and they shouid avoid half sleeved
shirts or letting their shirts hai:g loosely
over their trousers. ‘

The general lowering and confusion of
standards  following - independence has
affeoted the pedagogic dress. also, Teachers
have never been noted for being up-to-date
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In a diffrrent way from thsir pupils,

snxiety to proclaim our free‘gogz fron: 21‘:::
foreign j.-nle we have broken many heal‘thy
conventicns, And among these must bg
included the preference shown now-a-days
by teachers for the mest informal king of
dress, Apd this terdency is cobsiderably
strengtbened by the thorcugbly inadequate
salaries they are paid an

of textiles, 8till it is not at all undesirable

that headmasters have been requested to°

‘persuade their assistants to wear dress ¢¢qf
an accepted standard . : :

Last month,. in g thought-provoking talk

in the B. B, C., Sir Richard Livingstons:

American  S0mpared the American
Vs. Britigh Secondary Scbool -and the
Bducation Universities with  their

i British counterparts, The
Awerican system seemed toc him more
successful in social education, the British
_more competent in intellectnal training.
The American school curriculum inciuded
8 vast pumber of subjects—all of them
intimately connected with American life,
but most of them of dubious academic value,
The American system of grouping together
boys on the principle of age, ibstead of

d the soaring prices

THE EDUCATIONAL REVIEW

scademic achievements, appeared to him to
put s preminm -on mediocrity. In the
resnlt, the American boy found  himself
socially more and intelectnally less mature
when he entered the university than his
British counterpart. On the whole, the
American system looked like the luxury of
a rich nation. :

The post-indeperjdence adu’catidbal

reforms in India do pot reveal &s yet any
coherent purpose or consistent pattern.- But
one wonders whether one cannot discern.in
them all a tendency to move from the
British to the American ‘type. As in
America, in ovr province slso, the clever
boys are fast becoming an underpriveleged

. class, -Quality is being steadily saorificed,

not merely for quantity, but .also for the
ostensible purpose of social justice, Whether

~ the lowering of standards in all depart-

ments of pational lifa this will lead to, and
the damege.to the national economy that
it will cause, can be afforded by a poor
nation like Iodia is a’problem that requires
the earnest consideration of our policys
-makers. The most poignant irony of the
situation is that at the end of if, social
justice may not bave been promoted at all.
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Educatlonal Actwntles of the Umted States
| Government -

., . By CHARLES A QUATTLEBAUY, (From The Educaiwnal Record)

CTIVITIES of the U, 8. Government in

the field of education cover all levels:

of education, from teaching illiterates to
read and write to providing graduate train-
iog at the naticn’s leading colleges and
nniversities, The acfivities directly or
indirectly affect the entire popnlat:on of the
'Umted States,

. Most of the federal educatlonal pro=
grammes are concerned with adait education
or specialised training, Hxcept in the field
of vocational training, the federal govern-

nent participates very little in the support

f elementary and secondary eduacation in
he 48 states.

Every phase of education ia the Umted
Jtates is served to some extant by the U, 8,
Mice of Education, The federal agency is
roncerned with gathering and disseminating
rasic educational information, research,
:onsulfatiVe services and other matters to
yromote the canse of education. Its activi=
ies include collection and analysis of
tatistics, administration of financial grants-
n-aid toschools and ‘students, and giving
wdvice: on school organisation, adrinis-
iration, legislation, methods of instruction
ind improvement of the teaching profes-
ion. The office gives special attention to
7ocational education aud international edun-
:ational relatlons.

The many programmea of the U 8.+

Public Health Bervice in education mclude
LVIII——9—1

nnrsa.trammg; graats for training in cancer
control; medical, dental and distic intern.
ships; granots for construction of health
research facilities at educational institations;
specialised training of officers in the Public
Health Service; financing of medical
research fellowships; grants for teaching -
medicine and densistry; provision of medi-

" cal trameeshlps, aad aid to the states in

training state and local health service
persoonel, .
The TU. 8. Veterans Administration

provides. full or part time academic edu-
cation, vocational training, school and job
training, books and snpplies, and subsistence
aliowances for veterans of World War II
and $beir dependents, Veterans' with dise
abilities incarred in military servine recsive
vcoational rehabilitation, The Veterans
Administration slso provides advanced

- training for the profassmnal and technical

staffs of the veterans’ hospitals,

The U, 8, Departmeot of .  Defence
(Army, Navy and Air Force) has a. large
ane varied educational programme, The
Army supports the Armed Forces Institute,
the National War College, the Industrial
College cf the Armed Forces and the
Armed Forces Information Schools The
Army also operates the Military Academy:
at- West Point, in the eastern state of New
York, the Army service sohools, & corres-
pondence * extensxon course - programme
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and the Reserve Officers Training Orops.
In addition, the Army trains. military
personael in civilian institutions, trains
gertain military - personnel of the free
" nations of the world, gives apprenticeship

training at United States ordinance -instal-

lations, re-educates the populations of oceu-
pied areas, educates dependents of Army
personne] offers language and area traine

iag, trains civilian personnel in specialised:

fields, and conducts résearch through
contract with colleges and universities.

The U, Se Navy operates various service
gchools and trains selected naval personnel
in civilian schools. Young men selected as
candidates for commissions in the Navy and
Marino Corps receive training either at the
Naval Academy at Annapolis, in the Hast
Coast State of Maryland, or other iostitu-
tions of higher learmng. The Navy also
offers correspondence courses through the
Armed Forces Institute and the Marine
Corps Inpstitate.

The U. 8. Air Forca trains its persoonel
for day-to-day admimsitatlon operationl
housekeeping and mamtenance.
includes a technical training programme and
the Air Beserve Officers Training Corps,
which sopplies junior officers, The An:
Force also prepares selected personnel to
pursue research for air weapons, aviation
medicine and other Air Force needs, It
enters info contracts with educational
institutions for such research, and, in addi-

tion, offers off-duty education for airmen -

and apprenticeship training and special
training in aircraft mmntenanca for clvﬂlan
employees.

The Cooperative Exiension- Servxce of
the U. 8. Department of Agricultare, opera-
ting through land-grant colleges, seeks to

improve the economic welfare, health and
The

community life of rural families.—
department works closely with colleges and
other edusational institutions in numerous
rezearch projects for the advancement of
agricultural knowledge, disseminating all
useful information to farmers and the
public. The Department of Agricalture
administers the school lunch programme
.whigh provides a mldday meal . to " the

This

, education

* conservation
_natural resources of the avea affected by-its

;
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students of partimpntlng schools throughout
(Ahe nation,

The 29 educatlonal programmes of -the

'U. 8. Department of Commerce include

in.service training of employees and certain
people of other lands and the operation of
specialised training "schools, = Contractual
arrangements are made- with -educational
institntions for research, for awarding
schoolarships and, fellowship to quahﬁed
employees, and for the promotion of avia-

, tlon education in "the colleges and high
. schools,

In promohng a” better understandmg

between the American people and the.

people of other countnes, the U, 8. Depart-
ment of State is engaged in exchanging
students, teachers and other persons j

.exchanging knowledge and skills; operating
- libraries and institates as outlats for Ameri.

can thought and schoolarship abroad; aiding
American-sponsored  schools - abroad; and
cooperating with other countries in techni-
cal training and . related projects., New
employees raceive orientation in the work
and objectives of the .department, and
foreign service - officers are trained in the

" department’s Foreign Service Institute,

The U. 8. Depaitment of the Interior
directs the elementary and secondary school-
ing of American Indian, Eskimo and Aleut

‘children living on reservations or where

public school facilities are not available, It
also conducts safety training for “employees
of the U. 8. Burean of Mines and for
workers in the mineral industries; visual
in conservation of mineral
resources ; "and  in.service training for
Department of Interior employees.

' Programme of the U, 8, Department of
Justice include (1) adult education for aliens
preparatory to naturalisation and for
inmates of penal and .correctional institu-
tions, and (2) training programmes in law
enforcement procedures for its own person-
nel and for state, country . and loca.l law
enforcement officers, - .

In carrying out its responsxblhty for the
and. developmen$ of the

EDUCATIONAL EXPERIMENTb 1 BOMBAY STATE- ~i1

activities, tha Tennessea Valley Authorxty
(TVA), a rural electnﬁcahon and flood .
control project in the American South,
established -by the T, 8, Congress in 1933,

uses research, demonstration and instruction;
provides school facilities for employees on
TVA projects; guides families in adjustment
to new locations ;-and studies environmental
sanitation, The Tennessee Vallay Authority
also sérives to promote an understanding of
its programme of development and to gnide

TVA officials in their "relations with state :

and local educational agencies.

The U, S. Housmg and Home Finance
Agency subserves education through loans
apd other aids to educational institations
for - building student dormitories, Tha
(General Services Administration makes
available such-surplus property as is ‘needed
and usable ior educational putposes.

The U. 8. Bureau of the Budget an

sgency in the Executive Office of the
President, has enabled high-ranking govern-
ment officials and press representatives of
western Germany to study demoratic gov-
ernment in the United Btates. ,The Budget
Burean also provides training for govern-
ment officials of other countries in coopera-
tion with the Mutaal Security 'Assistance
Programme to provide military, edonomic

‘and fechnical assistance to strengthen the

security of the free world, and carries on
an inter-American exchange of information
and personnel in publio administration.

United States, thg/ﬂ

_indicates that the cost to American

-

2

- st

As the principal. referenca library in the
8. Library of Con-
gress has its vast” collections and research

_facilities constantly in use by scholars and

students from many pazts of the world, The
Library of Congress maintains a law
library, provides books for adult blind
persons, maintains a union catalogue of
library holdings, and provides printed cards
for school, college. mversxty and othex
libraries.

- The Division of Public Documents of the
U. B, Government printing office catalogues,
indexes, and distributes U, S. Government
publications through sale, exchange, or free
distribution, thus making them available to
schools, colleges, students and other institu-
tions and individuals. The printiog office
also operates an apprentice training
programme,

Besides displaying selected 'living speci=
mens of plant life for public view and
stady, the United States Botanic Garden

. performs consultative and advisory _services

in a broad field of botanical and hortmul-
tural knowledge,

Becanse of the number and complet
nature of federal educational activities in
the United States (listed here only in parx
a tabulation of total expenditures is no)
possible. The best available estimate
tax-
payers for the educational programme of
their government amounnted to0 more than
sG 3 600,000 000 dunng the fiscal year 1950,

Educatnonal Experlments Bombay State, --H

By Prors C. N. PATWABDKAN. Bombay

(a) R. M, Bhatt High School, Parel, Bombay,

(b) Principal : -8hri. M. V. Donde,

. Bombay Corporator and Member of the State Council, Preaxdent of the
State. Primary Teachers’ Confetenoe. ’

Ing congested labour locahty in Bombay
even an ordinary High School is in itself
a novel experiment because the school.has
no$ only to teach  the students in the olasse
rocoms but to. investigate the home and
tocial environments of the students
take measures in the sobool to aupplement

and

‘what they have not at homee A Famx]y of
seven, father mother and five children,
making aliving on the labour of both the |
parents and baving one small room as their
only. shelter, cannot- afford even very
ordinary reading facilities to -the sohopl~
gmng children, - 'I‘hey have no’ sgaoe, B4
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light, no guiet time and consequently the
sons and daughters of these labourers, even
.. thongh they attend school, failed in ths
examinations, : This schopl provided the
students with light, space, and books. The

school rooms, the verandahs, and even
library were kept cpen where  the students

" could study for hours in the evening, night -

and morning. If need be, they even slept
in the open. verandah and -galleries. A
remarkable improvement was observed in
the academic improvement of the children,

The Principal, who has organized this

- scheool and has been conducting it for gver -
20 years, fonnd that his students did not °

have sufficient grasp of the present pro-

* blems of our people mainly because of the -

fact that the students either did not- have
- time and material to read snd or they got
. facts ready mads and cooked for consump-
tion by newspapers, all of  which are
controlled by one or the other political
. parties, Un-biassed views could not, there-
- fore, reach the young pupilss The Principal
used the morning School Assembly for this
- purpose and gave to the whole school

- congregation a talk on Current-Affairs for-

30 minutes and ~invited questions and
presided over a lively discussion, if any,
which took sbout 15 more minutess These
45 minates were a daily course in Civies
and Modern Problems in which-the staff,
students and the Head participateds

The course held is daily tabulated by the
Principal. He has fall detailed notes well
“prepared in advance per day and carefully
recorded and preserved from day to day, A

- valaable collection of facts and observations
has thus been maintained for over seven
"years in the school library to which
teachers and students can refer. Judging
from the outlook of the students towards

problems of modera life, this experiment so

assiduously carried out by a distinguished
veteran educationist and social worker has
made 8 great contribution to educational
thOUght. : . I

It seems that all educational experiments

" are suspect of the Education Department. '

Ezperiments have naturaily to be a little

“wiay from the fixed deparumental routine’

¥

- mechapics stc.
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of method and contents. This experiment
contravened the departmental requirements
of -the Head ‘'teaching’ olass for a fixed
number of periods -& week. The School
Assembly held every day and addressed by

. the Head was not considered as a ‘teaching’

periad by the Eduocational Department for
the purposes of Government grant on the
Head’s salary. So, instead of recsiving

. appreciation-in words if not in coins, the

school was rewarded with a cat in. Govern-

‘ment graot -on the ground that the Head

was uof giviog the required minimum time

for ¢ teaching ' class,

The Head has admirably persevered in

. the experiment, in spite of Governmental

discouragement. The expariment is worthy
of note by educationists, . .
. (b) XII Standard:—An experiment in

balanced education.

Almost a new schoo), founded about ten
years ago, has tried to give to its past
students what post-Matriculate colleges and
institutions do not. This school has framed

‘& synthetic syllabus in modern citizenshiy
with the. object of preparing its pasty
students for a useful life as an ordinaryfl -

s

citizen, father and mother,. The coursa

extends from what the students

in subjects like, Management, Accoun
Type-writing, Domestic Economy, Mino

cultural values through weekly literary an

{ embankment of the
e . AU Es¥inished’ and i~fini s .

trades like electric and radio repairind; ¥ semi-finished new baildings, -

Emphasis “is also laid of gorete and the lofty, slender tower~cranes in

. . . Fconstant moti o
social gatherings at which new works 4! idn are the familiar aspect of

&

NEW UN IVERSITY BUILDINGS IN BUDAPES)

or any sn_ch_stamp and this freedom from
examinations, considered to be. so valaable
in education, has come to be an impedimant
to success, particularly in a degree.ridden
student communpity. ST

. There are no monthly fees for this course, *

A nominal registration fee is collacted per
aonum from the students. All . teachers
are honorary, The normal school equip-
ment; and housing accommodation are
available to 'the Standard XII' and such
additional aid and equipment as are necese
sary are borrowed .from local higher
Institations like colleges and
establishments, . Classes ars held thrice a
week for an hour or so enabling working
students or college students to attend,

~ The experimental course is at present
Wrong_ly conceived by students as either an
extgngxon course or as a frade class, The
basic idea of enrichment of knowledwe and
‘Practice 80 as to enable a man  or g \;oman
to-be better.citizens, bebter fathers or better
mothers is not quiet appreciated. The

technical -

" of this Standard XIIis 20,

A - 16d
- orgamizers are not dejected over thi 4
‘ ot ( thig
vlegv of some but fondly hope that in Z)’-‘ng
of time the student he

3 will i 4
, movel ba‘si_q idea of th: ogg::er?gasedﬂlle
?Sgre_c;at? ite The Standards X and XIuoyf

school are given informatinn

progress of this expseriment, I'Iﬁ:;ongﬁzzdi;ﬁes
are madae acquainted with the details of the
oxperiment from time to time ang thus
favourable outlook is gradually moulded ba
the organizers among gl -concerned—{
students and thair guardians, This experi-
has commenced thig Year in 1952 p’I'he
enrolment from year to year wil] pro.ve.the
utility or otherwise of this good ventura,

No Government grant or any . financial

nhelp 1s received by the school for this work.
Most _ol the exzpensa is met by th;
organizers themselves by private collaction
or from donations from past students, The
annual registration fee goes to m;aintai -
postal and other sundry expanses, n

The number of students taking advantags

e S s

southern part of Buda. There the

.Danube is lined by

Huge machines,

ceaselessly churning coa-

his quarter, so dreary and deserted only a

literary art are discussed; social problemfiisew years ago, .
) . .

like dowry-system, caste restrictions, raci]y
oncepts are scientifically examined, Mediceg
help, first aid, nursing, 'dieting.,hea!th anjig
exercises, are other very useful subjects i g here,
~ which stndents receive training and infoqf .
- mation. .
provides opportunities to its past students it .. envisa ;
i ' ; i i ged by the Plan will 2
getting what they could not during hei fereatad jobs for ton thonsand engiv;: e:zsh:Zg
grorty thousand other technicians: by 1954,

The number of stadent s taking advantag@he entz of the Five-Year Pian,
The present capacity of the Budapest

In' one year the school  thy

normal schoool career of eleven years.

. eduoaticnl €udiu'g in nq cetﬁﬁcaﬁesi .dﬁgme Pver growine demand for tachnigalv experts
. : : .

' BUILDING OVER 14 HECTARES

A new university quarter is in construction
Hungary has become an . industrial

g country and her expanded ind
R roore P 3 ustry demands

and more experts, The new establish-

eohpical University oannot cope with the

.

-Technical University

- New University Buildings in Budapest

already learn at the XI Standard and takiegy D TRICT XI of Budapest covers the

This has Ied to the ¢
new buildings over a
as au extension to tha

restion of a- group of
o ares of 14 hectares
Ine oniversity,

_The present ‘buildings of the Budapast
were built in 1905

and for forty years their size was held

‘“‘excessive’’. All throng 28
b gh that time hund-

reds of engineers we c

Huogary.. oré  unemployed in

BY 1954 THERE WILL BE 13,800
TECHNICAL STUDENTS

 In the 1937-38,5011001 year first.year

gggel;:egggc‘.%zt;sail [:he Teohnical University
o LogaTs o it yon kiop i i
came of eyt it

s fots et o 156 e
building brojeat: = gity §i this grgndmsg

1951+52 this number

yoear of- the -
that by 1954 the



IN THE PROVINCIAL CITIES TO...

Umversnty construction work is going on
not only in Budapest, butin many other
towns, too, Thus, for instance,
vicinity of Miskole, northern Hungary,
groups of buildings of the new Umversuy
of Heavy Industries are springing up like
mushrooms, The vast blocks of buildings
and modernly equipped research laboratories
of the College of Industrial Chemistry in

- Veszprem are mearing completion. The

construction of the Communications Techni- -

cal Umverslty are about to begin at Szolnok
on the river Tisga, ,

These few examples also give an ides as
to the extent higher education is subdivided
in Hungary. Besides the- subdivision of
training on engineering and technology, ao
intensified practical training is also designed
to provide high technical skill for the

increased number of experts
leaving the lecture halls of universities and
colleges.

STABILITY OF FUTURE

_Neither engineers, nor university studenis
‘have to fear & prospect of ‘'becoming redun~
dant; developing' Hungarian industry, the
vast building projects mean secure employ-
ment for ‘the technical intelligentsia.
Hungarian engmeers are one of fhe sections
of the country’s “intelligentsia that are held
in highest esteem,
recognition and high salaries.

The host of young gradmates of the

* technical university are immaediately offered
posts. In conformity with the planned
' economy, planning institutes and executing
enterprises report yearly to the Ministry of
Public Education the number and type of
engineers needed by them. As early as in
the third year of their studies, university
students are called on to state the type of
job and the institute or enterprise they are
best inclined to work in. Thus, attempts
can be made in due time and as far as

in the .

‘that are -

which means both becoming one of the most
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~
-possnble fo hatmomse the vanous wighes,

which results in posts awmtmg the young
engmeers just oat of the umversxty. '

A BUILDING 240 YARDS LONG
Near the Buda approach to the Budapest

.Sandor Petofi Bridges which will be com=

pleted this year, a five-storey - building, 240.
yards long, will face the river Danube,
This is going to be the new, so-called
central building of the TechnicaltUgivetsity.'
This is where the Rector’s Office, the
deaneries, the education departments of the
facalties, council-shambers and assembly
halls are to be moved. .

;ﬁnpart frém these, several lecturs halls,

club rooms for social organisations and 64-

smaller rooms for drawing will be establi~ .-

shed here. Behind the central building are
the new buildings of the faculties—each of
them five stories hlgh and about 56 yards
long _ :

WORKSHOP 40,000 GUBIC YARDS
IN VOLUME

Work on two ﬁve-sto:ey faculty buildings
went on all through the winter. . A 40,000
cubic yard 14,200 square yards by 11 yards
in height - workshop hall is being built.
This will honse the research laboratory of-
high tension electricdl machines, thereby

research stations: for the elecmﬁcahon of
Hungary.

Hach of the faculty buildings. has a:

lectnre hall for 450 students.

Not only will the pew bmldmgs of the
Budapest Technical
capacity for hbundreds of students and a
correspondingly large university staff, .but
they will also ensure, with their well-
equipped halls. modern laboratories and
‘research workshops a high-level theoretical
a.nd praatical training for future engmee:s.

important |

University have a

. The Universities and the Centre

By SR R. Srintvasa IYE}{GAB, B.Ao L.T,, Srinivasa TzZ{orial.,Coimbatore.

THE ‘proceedings of the Conference of
the representatives of Indian Uaivera
sities held under the auspices of the Inter-

University Board at Madras merit careful-

examinination-at the hands of those inte-
rested in University reform. The Confer-
ence decided that the provisions contained
in'the Bill drafted by the Union Govern-
ment to constitute a Central Council for
University Education, were wholly contrary
to the spirit of academic freedom -and the
heslthy development of Universities and

constituted s grave danger to the Univer--

sities, and reguested the Government of
India to withdraw the Bill. Resolutions on
‘the above, lines have been passed or are
being passed by the executive bodies of the
various Upiversities, A persual of the
resolutions leads one to the conclusmn that
something has to be done to improve the
‘organisation of Universities. -

The Gonference admits the necessity for

the' ‘co-ordination ‘and . maintenance of

standards, and brings to light the fact that

certain of the Universities now funotioning
were constituted under Acts' which were
not exactly in unison either with the
recommendations of the Radhakrishnan
Commissjon Repori\ ‘or with - older Acts of
many of the Universities, These. Acts

- should be revised and brought into confor-

mity with the general provisions of the
Acts of the older Universities.
ference thinks ' that the Inter-University
Board will be able. to tackle thxs prablem,

" The Inter-Umversxty Board was formed
in1925. Itis a. -volunfary association of
the Vice-Chanceliors of the Universities.
The Madras Conference is not fully satisfied
of its composition and of its effective
functioning. The Conterence suggests that’
One mors representative of each university
representing the academic interest s’hould
attend the meeting along with the Vice-
Chancellor and that the Inter-University
Board should. include as. members a
nominee of the Ministries of Education and

The Com-

Financs and of the Union Public Service
Commission, The Conferense also resolved
that the Board should frupctinn "in a more
intensified manner”, The. Conference did
not realise the hmltatmns undsr which the
Board is functioning. It is worthwhilg to
learn the findings of the Sargent Committee
Report on the Board. "It is a purely
advisory board and does not . possess the
authority which would enable it to co-ordi-
nate university development in the ways
or to the exteni which a national system
will reqmre It is not within its competence
to insist on the raisfng of standards where
this is obvionsly required or on the esta-
blishment of the conditions of services
which are necessary to securs teachers of
the requisite calibres Nor iz it able to
restrain unhealthy and uneconomic .rivalry

- between universities in regard to new

developments to.prevent the creaticn of

- new universities or to counteract the pro-

vincial outlook: Above all, it is not invested-
with any power of the purse; It wonld
appear, therefore, that some authorlty is
needed which could co-ordinate university
education as & whole in the interests of the
country as & whole.". It is patent that ‘he
Inter-Uaiversity Board will, by itself, be
not competent to discharge the co-ordinating -
fuoction effectivelys It is well that the
Board recognises its limitations.

The Madras Conference of the Inter-
University Board has reiterated the
formation of the University Grants Come.
miftee. The Centre’s draft Bill does not
indicate that the Council to be formed
under the bill will be empowered to distri-
bute grants among the several universities,
and will iunctlon as Umversmy Grants
Committee also, If the proposec Couneil
will discharge this function also, there could

- be no valid objection to the Bill; otherwise,

the 'biil is highly defective, The Inter-

. Uaniversity Board has conceded to -the

University Grants Committee the privilege’
of -visiting the universities, though the

~ Grants Gommxttee according 6o the Board.
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might be nomineeS of the Ministry of
‘Finance in consultation” with the Ministry
of Education, I fail to understand the
logical reasoning behind the Inter.Unpiver-
sity Board’s resolution to oppose the bill
- and its proposal to constitute the Grants
Committee as above, In any ecase, it is
essential the Indian Universities  Grants
Committee should be corstituted by the
statute of the Indian Parliament, A
statatory body is any day a more weighty
body = and ~ invested with dignity and
authority. ) : ’

It is 'ubnfortuna.te that the Inter—Univerai‘ty
Board bas not stressed the necessity for s

statutory co-ordinating counncil of university .

education, - Such a body will be able to
offer advice and direction as to which
university might embark upon advanced
study in subjects like. aero-engineering,
naval architecture, nuclear physics and etc,
Again the Central Government has set up
National Research Laboratories; and a
Taison body for exchange of information
and of staff between the Universities and
the Research Institutions is an absolute
- necessity, ) :

Again, in some quarters, the question has
been raised as to what part or lot the
Central Government has got to do in
matters like edacation, The wisdom of
the constitution-framers in enacting the
section 66 of the constitution has been
questioned, Copstitutions are not made by
book-writers; and India need not copy other
countries in all matters of administration.
Our-leaders have had the unique distinction
of adding a new' chapter to the history of
constitutions; a republic "withio the British
Commonwesalth of Nations could not have
been dreamt of; but it is a live fact today.
‘We cannot be guided entirely by precedents
in a world of rapidly moving events., None
of the State Governments have till now
taken apy positive step to recoganise the
Universities on the lines of the University
Commission’s recommendations. The Amrita
Bazar Patrika wrote sometime back, **Con-
stitutionally and administratively, education,
like focd, cloth and some other vital
mafters, may be a State: subject. That is,

.ordinary -circumstances,
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-however, no iustiﬁcatipn for- thé Centre

washing its hands of the problem in extra-
In education, too,
an emergency, though less spectacular, has

arisens The Central Government, therefore,. -
‘would he shirking its duty in this vital

matter if it continues in its present laissez

fatre attitude.” The University Commission

has pronounced the finding that *‘even in
purely academic matters such as the
appointment of examiners and the award-
1ng of degrees the procedures and standards
of some nuniversities are suspect. The
existence of such a state of things is
lmmeasurably damsging %o our- national

-prestige,” "The Union ‘Governnjent has &’

definite _responsibility which the Inter-
University Board, by its very constitution,
cannot discharge, ‘ : :

4

The problem, therefors, is how to harm.
onise the autonomy of the Universities with
the upholding of national prestige and hon-
our; The Union Government should amend
the present Bill so as to be comprehen-
sive, a statutory Central Council of Univer-
sity Education should be constituted which
should lock after not only the maintenance
and co.ordination of standards but should

- discharge the functions that the University

Grants Committes is expected to do. o

As regards the auntonomy of the Univer
sities to safeguard which the VicesChancel-
lors of the Indian Universities are rightly
zeslous, following the example set - up in
the British Universities, it has to be noted
that in U, S; A, the Copgress interests
always in probes and enquiries and Un-
American activities and that even in Bri-
tain, too, the potenialities of conflict between
Government and Universities are beginning
to occasion deep-seated anxieties, In Mysore

‘already a conflict has arisen; and the Chief

Minister of the State is not prepared to
conceds the autonomy of the University to’
the extent of the Government sitting with.
folded hands and not looking into the mal-.
_practices which are alleged to have taken.
place. The Report submitted by the thres.
eminent. American edneationists® on’ the.
-Universities in Britain will serve as a valu;
able corrective to persons with 1nﬂf3x1b!g§

= |

- again open themselves and take the much-
e Tae mueh
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views; and they , should find wizdom in
the admonition given by . "
son to the 'British -Umversit.zes. They

gir John Andar=

musé not regard themselves as isolated
units, but rather. as part of an articulated
) Wholec " . o N o

- The Land
| " By Sar 5. JAGARNADHAN,

I, The make up of ‘Nature and Man:—
. B ‘Tge SuN.. «
HE Sunis the life giver to the whole
~ world of creation, -Heat and. light so

essential for our existence, We get from the

Sun, All plants turn towards him, They

grow and: thrive in proportion to the

benefit they receive from the sun. The
struggle for éxistence among plants is for

the obtaining of the full bengﬁt"of sun-light,
Even early in the morning, cocks and

crows snnounce the rise of the morning
sun. No wonder then that after a continuous
downpour -and at .the ~first appesarance of
the sun soon afier; all. creations on earth,
men, beasts
mirth,

- Even the sanyasis who are the symbols

of renunciation do not take their single

meal for the day without .seeing the sun,
ify by changing nature, the sun cannot be

_seen in a- day, .they do férego-even this

single meal.and fast.

The king of flowers bldssb_ms to the rays-

of the morning sun,

- From the mountain top to thelow plains,
this land of sunshine is peculiarly favoured

with luxuriant vegetation providing man -

withplenty for his food and shelter, Many
o herb on the mountain sides and plains
under the, sun, acts as a. radical oure for
many a diseases The surface of the leaf
directly- exposed to the san. is  bright,’
smooth and dark green in colour, while the
surface below is dull, rough and light green.
The leaves that - drooped down at sunsat,

LVITT~94-2  :- -

and birds do tura b0 joy and.

of Sunshine — A Background in
- Indian Education -

Teachers College, Saidapet,

-needed sunlight.‘ How they - laugh and
smile at the sight of the morning sun— |
The sua lord alone knows ! -

The rapidity with which leaf buds appear
after leaf fall, grow in size and change
colour day after day till they look quite
_green and fresh very soon, indicates how
Nature has planned thess changes, however -
quick they may be. Indeed,-a marvel in
charging and steady natare, T

Perhaps, Natare can’t look naked for
even a short time. It must regain its glory
"and splendour of freshnessin a very short
‘time, We can also see Nasure’s cure to any
~injury caused to a part theréio» Thisis s
pait of the process of building up in Natare, -

- Flowers in this land of sunshine are
unique in their fine fragrance, the possese
sion of which ig itself a rare gift from tie
san god. -Flowers which have neither
fragrance nor honey in them are‘disfavoured
for offering and worship, It is only in very
recent years that there arose a mania for
odourless but gay flowers. Ladies ia the so
called upper ranks favoured them and a
good many others followed suit.” The form
alone is favoured ‘and the essence is lost
 sight of. - What should' matter is the spirit
or the substance and not the form at all.
This present. disillusion regarding flowers

will fade away very soon,

The lustre, the captivating smell, and the
delicions taste-account for tne pre-eminence -
of the truits in this land of sunshine. What
is the special favour for the squirrel-eaten’ -

" frait. . The fruit has ripened naturally on °

- the tree itself, and the smell has attracted

-the squirrel to it, and naturally the squirrels
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enten Iruit has been said to be very delicious, "
. Fruit ripening in nature has more taste

: t}_mn those ripened by artificial means. The

ripe wood apple fallen from the tree is
- Unique in its smell and taste,

The perennial flow of watérs in the grest
sacred rivers in the North in this land of
Ind is due to the melting of the frozen
snow on the top of the great Himalayas by

. the rays of Father Sun, In the south, it is
again the rain-bearing clouds caused by
Dr. Sun that are responsible for the almost
perennial flow of water in the sacred

- Streams,

. of rivers rose in their importance only on

account of their nearnmess to the sacred.
rivers and streams, :

A hesarty plunge in the watérs is the

most refreshing - before and after s day’s

work, “Bath in the early morning is

enjoined as & religious duty. . Even the
- ‘animals and birds enjoy such a bath,

The work for the day starts with sun-rise
and ends with sun set. Perhaps many start
earlier and end lafer than sunset, The
~ sun, the shadow, the Moon and -the stars
help the villager in determining the proba-
ble time in the day and night.

The duration of the day in the land of
sunshine is comparatively long. Daily

worship of the sun is peculiarly commen,

 Fast, the direction of sunrise, is always
considered very sacred for many religious
-and social purposes.’. The first bath com.
menoes facing east. - Very many auspicious

- geremonies start facing east, The morning

- and afternoon prayers are said facing east,
while the evening prayer is said facing
west. The temples mostly face, East, at
lpast the presiding deity and flag stafl face
the East. Here is the essence if an after-
poon prayer in respect of sun-god :

,*May we see the supreme lord for a
» < ~ hondred years.
May . we live in plenty shrough his
grace for a hundred years,
May we be joyfal for a hundred years.
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Villages and towns on the banks.

‘May we be secure for a hundred yeats.
. ) o .
May we learn (our ancient wisdom) for
~_for a’hundred years,
May we teach our descendants’ the
same for a bundred years

~ May we never meel with reverses,
May we long live and adore the sun.”

Ew;idéntly,“ Sri Rama on the battlefield
prays to the Sun through his “Aditys
Hridaya Stotra” for bringing victory to
him. ngainst Ravana, Daily chanting of
Gayatrl is an invocation to :the sun-god

Subrahmanya Bharathi has sung abqu‘t'the‘ -

greatness of the sun. ‘

. TDhe rites of wedlock are performed in
front of the holy fire, The holy fire, an
image of the sun-lord, acts as a witness to
the sacred tie of marriage. All important
religious observances :and sacred rites are
_accompanied by offerings to and - worship
of the sacred fire. T

" TLife’s end culminates in the cremation of
body in the holy fire, Even the ashes and
bones are given a deep plunge in the sacred
running waters and are carried along the
stresm., Under these circumstances the
burning ghat itself occupies only a small
portion of waste land. The unseen thing,
the soul, is absorbed in the flowing stream

of external light with no bgginning, middle -

or end. » . ( ‘
Shaw, the wvegetarian, has, .in recent

“years, done all -his writings. in a specially

designed revolving san-hut in ' his village
garden. - . S .

The sun is a great nature doctor
Vitamin D is present in the sun’s rays» We
know the story of King George V taking
his treatment is a castle close to a beach,
and specially adapted to receive the rays of
the morning -sun. Special teats “are.im-
provised to receive the concentrated rays of
the sun for being transmitted to the body.

' In this respact, the land of suashine is
particularly favoured. No one need send

exorbitant fees,

-

' . " for the Great Doctor and pay him very
" - May we be happy for a hundred years, e .

-

-
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A rare blessiﬁg to the soms of Ind! I

he not the best purifier of the air around,

An evening walk just before sumeet acting .

as & gocd sunbath has been considered as a
very -good healthy and tonic influence on
the body and mind. = -

Feasts of I’i'ghts- and’ lainﬁs, are charac-

teristic of the National festivals'in the yéar.

E |

II, THr Make—Up OF THE SONS
OF THR SOIL. *

The sun-lord in the. sky éboﬁé controls

‘and directs the life and actions of his sons

in ' the soil below. The sons below -do
respect their father above., The sons of
the soil even in their appearance have the
sffect of the sun-on their bodily colour.
They still adopt a -simple and well directed

life in contentment, in spite of the.modern

(living) conditions of high speed living and
complexities, Agriculture being the wain

‘ocoupation of people, they .spend most of
‘their time in open air, = o

- The men allowed the hair on thoir heads
to grow. Cutting the hair. synchronised
with -the observance of ceremonial rites
Parting with the hair was considered as a
penance, sacrificé or self-denial of beauty.
Sometimes cuiting the hair was imposed
as a punishment on a guilty person.

[It is for accommodating themselves to
the high speed living conditions of modern
days that many of the educated young men

have found it" expedient to have a cropped

head. Certainly a great sacrifice in one
sense! And a self-imposed punishment in
another sense!!). , o

The sons of the goil wear. light fabrics of

cotton which would absorb the sweat of-

daily labour and stand & daily wash;
Lohgévity is nota mysh in this land of
simple living and high thinking. Even to

the present day people, advanced in age,.

leading a natural and healthy life are found;
The phenomenon of short life and premature
death is modern in character and due to
various gther causes -

God.

The sons of the soil eat simple aad -
natural food at fized times in a day, They
also observe the feasts and fasts coming at
regular intervals in tune with the changing
Nature according to the seasons of the.
year. - e B

‘ .

Most .of the people depended wupon
‘Mother Natore for their food, which was,
however, offsred to them in plenty with
the Benevolence - of Father Sur in the -

- respective seasons. The articles of food are

various forms such as grains, wet and dry
crops, cereals,-vegetables, greens, fruit and

" nauts, Many of the long and broad leaves

are nsed as plates for eating food from..,

After a single use these used ones find their

places in the rubblsh bin,  Reeds and fibres

are used in making mats ann mattresses
and served their purpose admirably in this

sunny soil. ° .- o

At every meal fime, he willingly offered
food ‘to God and partook of it with all °
children and other members of the family,
Many of the feasts and festivals all throagh
the year coincided with the changing
seasons, At 'ths time of these feasts, the
householder gathers all articles’ of food
available at that season and offers them $o°
A-morsel of food is to him a nectar.
To a spoon of water he says *Thou who

- savest us from premature death, thou who

art the owner of all diseases, thoa who urt

-the cleanser from all sins, thou who hail

from the feet of Gods, mayest two bring us
prosperity " o . .

.~ On all days of religious importance, even
those who are accustomed to non.vegetarian
food, tako only pure vegetarian food, The
observance of the New Moon and: Full
Moon days in each month is a characteristia

_+ feature of the house and the temple, The

New year day approximates to the.time of
the Sun-Liord' entering Mesha, the first
sign of the zodiac. The first day of each
quarter thereafter is also a festival day
synchronising with some observance in
family social and religions circles. Very
many people both men and women weat
their own marks on their foreheads, mors
¢onspiounously al the times of religions and

social obaervances. -
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The cow is considered very sacred and is
viewed as an embodiment of the Goddess of

Wealth, The milk of the cow and the -

product thereof also form essential foods for
body-buildmg. ' Nature-worshlp is almost
universal in this land.
are the objests of worship in five different
shrines in South India,
cent moop, the sacred Kkite are objects of
worship, Even the stars in the sky are
~ pointsd ont as examples for devotion and
chastity, (e.g.,) the pole star and Arundathl

in the “Great Bear” groups. |

- People in villages. eagerly look forward\

to have the sight of the sacred kite, the
carrier of Liord Vishou, Among reptiles
the Naga or the Snake' forms the object of
warship,
among the trees and the tulasi plant is on
" object of daily worship in many houses. All
the sacred temples have their own sthala-
‘wrikshas which are looked after with
devotion. - T

Life in"the village is a self-contained one’
Iu one sense self.sufficiency can be observed
m the affairs of village life,

' give and take’ is observed. All workmen
form the essential services for the welfare
of the whole village. -
barbar, the dhoby, the temple priest have
still lands assigned to them by the common-
village. The village doctor is patronised
by people from the lowest to~ the highest
ranks, The welfare of all these men is of
equal concern to all others in the village.

"To preservé this homogeneity of village
life must be the first ‘concern of everyone
interested in village welfare and country’s
welfare, Living was planoed in such a
,way ‘as to allow of mdependence in the
mldst of mterdependence. ‘

For example ‘the system of assxgnmg

streets for special trades ahd avocations has

been in vogue for several centuries,” The

speclal needs and legitimate professional
There is

requirements are thus protected.
absolutely no thought of segregation.

Wenving ranked second in the 'main
_pecupation of peoples  The - Dacca Muslim

The five. elements.

The cow, the crass.

The pecpul is considered sacred’

The policy of

In some vxllages. the

_culam for girls can never ignore.,
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weavers commanded the admiration of the
west, But alas! they are nowhere now!!
The greater tragedy is that tha descendaats
of those fine workmen are very much
hard hlt. , : :

By tenamty and_ pride in work the
ancient workers have built the temples,
towers and “temple cars which the land of
Ind abounds in. The people also excelled
in arts, Art could be seen in the household
pots of wvarious metsls, drinking vesssls,
children’s toys, puja atensils, carvings and

- paintings in temples and rocks, standing

monuments are distriboted - throughout the
country, North and South, East and West.
If only the muts rooks could gain the
magic of speech, what & grand tale would
they tell! Thus these men by their
avocations hereditary or newly acquired
serve the society in finding -and distribating
the requirements in regard to food, clothing
and shelter. There is. also a fourth ~ which
does propaganda in the conceptxon of
divinity and Godhood in- man.

And still it is a wonder how by %

harmonious blending of different notes and
different instruments music attained its
highest.glory in this land. The kohinoor
gem in the crown of music is to be awarded
to dancing. * A rare fine art! Dancing even
in raptures is in harmony with the ﬂymg

- speed of time and time, .

. The perennial flow of ancient Eer'gtage of

a glorious Indian culture is mo less due to

the mothers and womenfolk of the country-
Do we not recad even in Modern time that

mothers of siwaji and Mahatma Gandhi
‘bave shaped their ‘song by their proper up
The religious.atmosphere of the

bringing,
bome at the present juncture must be entire.

ly attributed to the women folk of the time, |
They cling steadfast to the Indiaon calt-of

the by gone Golden age. - Framers of curri-
this
peculiar charaoteristic of the home, Even
in the present day do we not see ‘'women
folk gatheriog in hundred and thousands in

Kalathepam and Temple Fairs. It is the

chanting acd Sanktheértham of - the lord

~
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with the 1000 Names there collact all these

womenfolk together at a particular place-

and at a particular,hour. No ‘other edu-
cational agency so far have suceeded in such
a big collection of women of the age for
propaganda or diffusion of knowledge or
Adult Educatlon. ‘

Sons nat urally took to the -avocations of
their *fathers and: throve as well,
those who cared to have.the literary edu-
cation of those days sought on Acharya or
a preceptor and entrusted thele sons to him,
The Gurukula commanded the patronage of
the rulers and religions heads. Learning

was by means of word of mouth and rote;
Memory. played a great part in learning and °

acquisition of kaowladge whereas ‘now.the
teachers are asked to give education to all
pupils in Keeping with the spirlt of the

_times of throwing edacation to all alike,

/Pauranikas or villagestory tellers educate
the common people by. telling stories from
the great epics in- temple premises or shades

.of trees,

Apart f:om producxng poets, phllosophers
in the past even in modern ‘times, it has
given birth to world renowned mathemati-
cians Scientists and Statesmen not to speak
of champions in sporis and games. - -

This land of Ind has also been the land
of sages, saints and seers. Schools for

. way out of these institutions,

.they counld not see

Bat -

‘by these sages,

common chx!dren such as the home schools
pial school,. vernacular school or English’
school had no ateraction for them. Though

they were in them, they rather forced their .

tatices offered no mspu:atxon to them, and
[ in these what - they
yearned to see as a resait of their inner urge.

Within them the inneflight glowed and

from them radiated the lImstre of -their self-

learning as a result of severs penances and
ordeals, Their hold on the people in gensral
is -so great that inostitations have been
founded to perpetuate their memory and
propagate the spiritual work as eavisaged
saints ‘and seers.
chanting of Rem Nam in this land of sua-
shine is unique, as that enchanting and

_sacred’ name 'is heard ail the way from
- Kashmir to Cope Comorin, v
-~ %0 no less a person than Mahatmaji to have

It was given

the unique distinction of having to preach

‘the same to millions of the soms -of

ths soil.

By the example of” these great sculs and

‘by himself, the son of the soil imbibed the
finest qualities of "compassion, compromise,
serwca and sa.crxﬁce. '

"Ths G;ta and Thzmlckural contain the

essence of life and the assence of tne

Vedas.

/

Economlc Factor in Natlonal Educatlon
By Sa1 8- CHAKRAVARTHL, B.A., AM. D., B.E, Madras. a

DUGATIONISTS do not think of the
paper currendy in modern demacratic
relations, ‘since they -have started with a
gold standard of a recognised ' cultural

authority. - “They are not aware from this .

high pedestal that the carréncy -of small
coin enters quite early in intelligence and
into the minds of boys and girls who shoald

pass through Basio, Secondary, and Higher ‘
As children “pass from -ome

Edneanon.

" oism in eduoatlonal ciroles,

stage of life “into another, there arises In
consequence & rivalry between what the

‘teacher thinks and what -a student livess
"and devaluation of students and rovaluation
‘of educahonal standards get started forming

& series of free discussion® and frank orm-

"Just as obJeats do not 0ease’ to ezust
‘when you do not paroexve them. so memo-

!

Thess inskis

The .

’

)
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ries da.not cease to act when you do not

~ remeiber them. At every stage, educas

- tional -authorities ‘“remember’® Something
or other, and they should ‘hold examina=
tions periodically both for teachers. and
stndents as a matter of course. -

" Therefore, the standard, *T6t me examine’
and ‘Liet me pass through examinations’

involves two different meanings, but both
indicate the same meantal economy among’

teachers and students whose intelligence
take their riss from - different mediums
altogether. The teacher who says ‘Let me
examine’ remembers that
example, from Basic schools might have

simply passed through the period regarding .
the present as the- passage of the past to

future and have not coms out as intelligent
products of experience of that stage of

" - edueation, On the other hand, this memory-

_ of-thg present might also indicate that an
examination of the educational standard is

conducted by the simple process of dimnu--

tion of intelligence which the various stages

of educational curriculum do not contem-
plate at all, /

_ _In ‘otheriyord's.‘any examination has-two
differing - points of view; the teacher is

testing educational periods on the product

of the_ student, while the student gives his
experience in the economy of language,

~With the result, an examination includes
what educational authorities are thinking at
& particular time and how economiosally.
stndents pass through the twe or three
hours in the examination hall, ~

This long snalysis shonld not be mise
understoad to mean that examinations are
unnecessary and. examinations - are not

ecientific in testing the intelligence of

feachers and studentss But langusge is
related to logic and 'Liet me exawine’ and
‘Liet me pass through the examination’ are
not logically related at sll, Any standard
of logic follows this natoral law, that the
present is tomething more than the past,

and examinations point out that educational .

moulds crack revealing that what is rational
and what is real are not identical ; and they
are Loth wanpifestations of an intelligent

students, for
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thing which -has a head -and tail in the
-shape of a coin or paper, C

- The Governor of a State in India has
pointed. out that a Bachelor of Arts has
spplied for a peon's' post, but there is
nothing wrong economically in . this case,

.His Excellency ought to hevae.followed this

man’s realistic attitude  learnt daring a
mental crisis, that there can be no psycho-
logical security in the absencs of economic
determination in modern sooiety. This
graduate from the unniversity.is now a free
man and a successful businessman, and

‘thanks the governor for denying him the

job of a peon in government service:

Thers are various other cases of students
from universities in India who have learnt
that a degree is a surplus economic value
and-ideas should pay. even to -epjoy the
pseudo-problems of cultural self-interest in
modern company. - There is unemployment

‘increasing year by year, but there is also
“increase. in tutorial schools and colleges,

and educational experiments all aver India
are conducted on & large scale, All these
point out that the course of educational
evolution dées not take particular path of
former British India where edncation was
used for government service and as a ladder
for patronage ard honour, E

Liong before the community . projects
‘were contemplated, individual projections
have been pioneers indemocratic enterprise,”
The more the number of gradumates from
colleges “School Finals' from schools coming

- out of the educational machinery, the larger

Js, the intelligent - capital entering the
economy of national reconstruction. The
educated unemployed is not an  Asiatic
phenomenon as some western " politicians

~thinks on the ofther hand, western educa-

tionists ‘are the commercial products pur~
chased at a higher price by the Government
of India, whose intelligence is pat to sleep
go long as they consider ideas a commodity
for purchase or can be lent in enlightened
gelfsinterest, ' o '

_ " But there is something wrong somewhere
in the present- system of education which

. produces better produeta of -intelligence. at

S
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4 minimum. cost. There seems to bie the

human elenient stuck up as a thing, but .

parading itself as a gold standard; 8 definite
pattern and an inviolable authority yvpxch
needs to be traced to the source of spiritual
and moral self-interests ‘

' Once upon & time, & Hindu monatch bas
dreamt that he has met his ancestors in the
Sun and the Moon in 8 state of vegetation

‘and torpor, He has called upon the minis-

tor to explain this dream, who knew that
it is the usual mental flight of a privileged
mad on whom the ‘poor people often make
pnsuccessful attempts of aggression. On
the other -hand, the priest has given a
spiritual significance to this dream and
asked the monarch to instal' an idea in a
thing and take his crowa and sword from
such & source for his eternal succession for

‘power and position..- In this manner, spiri-
‘tual and- moral "human natareé has been

stuck up’in & pattern, making it impossible
for national or demooratic' changes and
transforming the individual according $o the
rearrangements of parts to a wholé and
fixing them into a life of manufacture and

"ot of growth, - '

What is the living. condition of the citizen

in the Republic of India? ~ He is constantly

growing, and all the institutional moulds

.into which ithe temporal authority of the

party in power and. the spiritual authority
of tradition fix him reflect the game of

driving a square peg into- a round hole. .

But the economic value of national educa-
tion has come to his resue, Unemployment

has compelled all to revalue spiritual and:

moral values. related o particular ipsti.ﬁw
tions and devalue those habits of thinking
forming a spiritual and moral pattern.

' Phe citizen has learnt these facts from
the institution which has been slumbering

all along in the depths of the political

systems of " life under mounarchy and self-
interested democracies with a limited

monarchy, Political freedom has also releas--
"ed him from .those habits- of institutions
which have been imposing on him as a-
dead weight and crushing bis spirit, = He

" process of elimination,

koows now that democratic education is
not a standard and coordination of educa«
tional theories into -practice, but simply
aocepting what is there instead of pursning
the barren track of what is recorded in
books, things and institutions. : :

It is national -economy of .intelligence to
think that wherever there is an individaal
living, there is somewhere a register of his
experience in & book, a thing or an instita-
tion, Records are only valuable in so far
as they give intelligence and not an econo-
mic part of language. ' )

India is a very rich country in intelli-

gence, man-power and natuaral resoumrces, - -

but Indians are tied to the philosophy of
poverty engendering individualistic economy
which is not suitable to modera conditions
of life. Now that the monarchs are gone,
older institutions have also coms under the
There . will be no
use in weeping over the loss and rejoicing
in the memories of profit., ‘

India is the economical country in the
world which produces intellectnals, business-
men, traders, technicians, teachers and
students at a minimum cost, and it is only
a question of time before it is known that
the richest product of democracy is. the
individual, Then, democratic education
wonld reveal its spirit: that is, its gnal is/
not attempting to fit the citizen into pra-

-conceived spiritnal and moral ideas aad its

(God is not the Monism of Monarchy or the
qualified- Monism of the Birth Day Honours
List, but the reality of millions of human

"beings' living in freedom which has no
moalds to exploit ‘them, e

The present grievance from the Govera-
ment of India, from the educalional refor-

mers, and educational commissions seem to

arise from the fact. that Indian citizens of
all ages are living beyond thd meantal reach
of the Constitution and out of the political
vision of Institutions,. But this grievance
itself is a tribute to & modern citizens who
follow the .economic drive in pational
education. :

\‘-v,-————’v‘
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The problem of reorgamsmg pnmary
educauon in India has to be  viewed in the

‘light of available resources,

Smgle-Teacher if we are to chalk out a
Schools _practicable course of dsves

" lopment, - Most of our

planness think in terms of a system based

on the pattern in Epgland or U, 8. A. I

would of course be an- excellent thing to
have Primary Schools with buildings and

equipment and numerous qualified teachers! .
But our ministries are telling us that they

bave no money ~without admitting openly
that they cannot devise any practicable plan

" to develop primary education on up to date

lines: . In the result we have a haphazard
expansion in primary educatlon thhout
cleat ob]ectlves

One way out of the dlﬁiculty would be to
re-examine the question -of single-teacher
schools,

dxsadvantage
advantages In a stimulating article, in a
recent issue of The Shiksha, the Prmclpa},
~ Central Pedagoumal Institute, Allahabad,
writes:. “'We agree ... with what Rlchey
said more than twenty years ago that

E ,smgle-teacher schools are still mdxspensable ;

for India,” - He has dealt with the question

~in some detail and offered practical solutions -

for difficulties, Classes have to be formed
even in the single-teacher school,
teacher-has to alternate teaching with class-

work: It is suggested that with a separate

teacher for Class 1, another  teacher can

__Inanage the other pnmary school classes, fuller life and freedom, as they belisve, or .

TIn getting class exercises worked  out care

has to be taken in preparing self-mstmchon

Edltorlal A

- effective role in

They have - undoubtedly many-
But they bave also a few

state-controlled,
_ propagated in all sorts of ways Freedom of

- is deliberately denied,
and the

matermls. Another ‘helpfal suggestlon is
the use of Monitors,” Here the Principal
thinks that it ‘will be advantageous- to use
as & depaty teacher a boy from a higher
‘classes, Of course, the  tescher-monitor
ghould be entrusted ooly with the mechani=

-cal aspects of iteaching such as dictating,

reading aloud, correcting - exercises ete, If

‘& monitor is to-take his own class, it must
be in a skill in which he is more than ordi.

narily proficiéat.
menting
school,

_ It is work while experi-
to-see ‘whether single-teacher
suitably. modified, can play an

education,

Sri Santosh Kumar De has givén ‘some

_interesting glimpses of education in Red

China in - the July - ‘issue of
Journal, |
It is-stated that -

Educational the = Teacher's
Reforms in  Calcutta.
/ Ghina. they have solved. tha langu-~
age difficulty by ceplacing
the 4000 characters of the old seript with 28
letters. * To make’ educatmn popular. fall
use was made of music, dancing, drams,
cartoon and caricature, But education is
The official idealogy .is

the mind as known in the modern - world
But under ‘a «need
enthusiasm- night_ schools, half=day schools,

,lxteraly associations and othars- are helping
Whether -

in a great educational movement,
the people of China are going forward to a

to a new  slavery, as many Westera
observe:s think, only txma wul show.

N

NOTICE

SRI P. N. GHOSE, Typewrlter Repalrer

132 ’VI 'S, Paul

| | jChowdhury s Lane, North Bantra, Howrah P. O. has’ been appointed as

one of  our Representatlves for Bengal

and adVCrtISCI‘S,_ to extend to hlm thexr fullest support

v

N

M anager.

expanding - primary
. under this education,

" The experiment,
. exponents and experts of the system, proved

We: request our. subscnbers -
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Workmg of Basnc Educa‘tnon in Bihar

BY Sri Uma Prasap SINHA, Headmaster, Q. A. H E,, Schaoly Pasa.
(From The Eastern Educatwmsts. Patos).

-THE Basnc system of Educahon/ was

envisaged by Mahatma Gandhi as a
better substitude for the existing system of
education which has been aptly described
to have outlived its utility which the
founders of this system had . in view at the
time of introducing it. - The new system of
educafion promlses to mannfacture better
type.of citizens who will play imporfant
role in serving the community by being
fitted out physically, mentally and .morally
So with this end in
view. in_the State .of Bihar, this new sys-
tem of Education was given a fillip in the

year 1939 and an expenmental centré was.

started at - Brindaban in Motihari district,
in the opinion of ths

o grand and unique success and prophesied

to reshape and reconstruct the entire edu-
‘cational structure of the State,

With the
resumption of power by the Congress in

1946 and with the assumption of office by -

the existing Hon’ble Education Minister,
this system - received not only impetus but

top priority in the educational budget, with -

the result that the budgetary channel has
been entirely diverted to this new system,
irrigating this virgin system of education
only, and " parching the other ' existing
educational - zopes, Now that the new
system has been under trial for a very long
period; say for about thirteen.years, it is
high time that its working be thoroughly
examined and scrutinised and its efficacy
and result- tested. The objects that it so
solemnly professed to attain, that is. to
make the éntire education self sufficient and
virfually better than the existing one has

. also to be tested and its achievements and.
failing brought to light before the public -
~ and the department.
_be convinced its. unllty and the Department

The’ people have to
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.country,

has to probe into its short- commgs and
failings to make it convineing.

Lot us first consider the objects -of this
education and examine the extent to which
these have been attained. Gandhiji wished
this education to be. self sufficient, as the
heavy cost on mass education of the child.
ren of the community is too much for the
State to bear. Secondly i§ promised to pro-
duce better and more usefal citizens by
giving all importance to the dignity of
labour, bereft of which, the educated mass
of the country under the old system of
education, has been fecling itself completely
cut off from the rural life and consequently
has failed to take its due share in the
amelioration of the rural masses which

' form the backbone of the’commuanity,

Now for the attainment of these objects
certain condmons are required to be ful-
filled. The State is requaired to supply build=
ing, equipments and teachers and the
community is to contribute land and other
things which it can help with, Given these
things every school is to be a _self sufficient
centre which will make its fall contribution
to the shaping of the destiny of the society

and lead it to its goal of new social order.

Now both these ‘things have to be very
closely and judiciously examined, and the
achievements assessed, and the causes of its
success and failure thoroughly analysed in
the best interest of the society and the
For the operation and success of
any new scheme, the personunel of these
who are to operate it, counts first. 8o the
first requisite for the successtal operation of
this system is the teacher, The entire
working of the soheme will depend on
teagchers. As the system is new, introduced
and operated with a complete dnslxke for the
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sat of teachers reared up in the old system, -

80 new training ocentres of the Basio Edu-
cation for teachers had to be run.
tions were accorded very warmly by
villagers and offers of .land and buildings
were made from every district and each
district had one Teachers’ Training -Centre
to turn out teachers for Junior, - Senior and
Post-Basic Schools, There has. besn one
thing very unique in-these Training Schools
and it is'that the same set of instructors
impart training to all types. cf - teachers
required for all the different grades. of
schools i, e, Jnnior, Senior and Post-Basic
Schools-Trainees were recruited in Isrge
numbers irrespective of their gualifications,
Perbaps there was no mention of minimum
qualification required for -the trainees and
if there was any it was completely waved
to suit the choice of the centre superinten.
dents, The result was that people of all
qualities rushed in, - The allurement was
the better salary and preferential treatment
to them, The centre functioned for a few
years without any equipment of “teaching.
These Training -centres became the hub of
the ring of Basic Schools opened all roun
~them. These schools began to grow up
~ like monsoon weeds; partly as ths result of
propoganda carried out by the .young
enthusiastic traineses and partly dme to the
faith of the people in the system as.the
precursor of a new and happy era in the
intellectual davelopment of their children.
Villagers began to make confribution of
'land and buildings' to the anthorities of
Basic education, The plots of land offered
are mostly waste, the embankments of old

tanks and ponds, uncultivable waste land, .

‘such river side and orchard borders which

require strenuous and costly efforts to bring

‘them under plough with negligible yield,

" The new education pays more attention
" to dignity of labour, Consequently crafts

' “have to be” paid much more attention to .
even at the cost of intellectual development. .

Agriculture, spinning, weaving and carpen-
- try are the common crafts that have been

introduced. For agricniture land is required.

.The type of land donated - has been ennu-
merated above and -the yield can betier be

Invita-

NOTICE -

, - Contributions: The Edjtor solicits contris

butions on all subjects of educational inte-

rest. Articles generally néed not be made

“longer than 2000 to 2500 words. They should

be legibly written, preferably topewritten
50 as to permit the incorporation of editorial
revisions  and instructions to the press.
Acceptance and publication-of an article do

‘not necessarily imply that the Editor en-

dorses the views-expressed therein. Stamps

should accompany . the manuseript, if the .

‘writer wishes it returned in case of non-
acceptance. The Editor cannot in any case
accept any responsibility for the refurn of
any marnuscript submitted. : .

Subseriptions : ‘All remittances and com-
‘munications on the .subject should be
addessed to- the Publisher, 14-A. Sunkuwar
Street. Triplicane, Madras. 'It'is requested
for facility of reference that the subscrip-

* tion number, printed on the wrapper, should

be mentioned in all such communications.
Subscribers will generally be informed of
the expiry of their subscriptions well in
advance of the date of such expiry, but it is
_requested that instructions for removal-or

discontinuance may be sent even in the

absence of such notice. Subscriptions .are

strictly payable in advance.

_lished on the 29th of every month. Subs-

cribers who do. not receive the Review in
_ time are requested to notify, the manage.
ment immediately, It-may not be always
possible to supply the missing copies, if
complaints are made months after tde
event, nor under such’ circumstances could
~ any enquiry be conducted in the matter.

. Review of Books : The Editor will be
glad to notice in the columns of the Reyiew

books of educational and generalinterest.

Date of Publication ; The Review is pub-

WORKING OF BASIC EDUCATION IN BIHAR 183

:alenlated than described. For weaving and
sarpentry sufficlent equipments are required,
Hardly thera are schools started during the;
ast four or five years where proper arrange-
nents for teaching weaving apd carpentry
1ave been made. Even where the arrange-
nent ig, the staff is 11’ equipped to teach
‘he subjects in different grades of course.
There is arrangement for teaching spinning,
' 1t 1s too easy o arrange for if and the
result ie at places influx of yarns no doubt

vith Do, outfits to weave them into cloth

\nd hence-consequent waste,

- To make the new education psychologi-
:ally more sonnd and efficacious, knowledge
n all forms has to be given. through the
nedium of craft, History, Geography,
Jivies, Lianguage, Arithmetic and all sub-
ects have to be taughtin all the forms
rom the lowest to the top i.e., from the
lupior to the Post.Basic, through the medi-
im of craft. It is for sll these people who
ire ‘themselves educated and have tonch

mith education, toascertain how wmuch of-

alent is reguired in a teacher to equip him
uch as to be so adept as to teach every-.
hing through craft with no books to form
he basis of his teaching, It really requires
'he talent of an ancient Brihaspati or a
shukracharya or a modern Kaka Kalelkar
ra ‘Vinoba to be such a teacher at the
tigher stages, Bcoks are abhored in the
16w education and mach is left to the will
§ the teachers to interpret things to the
‘oung mi_nds in their own way, - with little
r no squipments of craft to enggge pupils.

tis now-entirely up to the teachersto

ngage the students usefully and develop
heir - talents, , ' ‘

At higher forms of the education,
specially at the Post-Basic stage, technical
experts of high degree only can be of real
value to the students who are destined to
attain efficiency in different vocations such
as 50 make them self supporting and self
sufficient and enable them to secure
remunerative earning in their ‘callings, It
s not known' how many of existing Post~
Basic schools are so .equipped with efficient
craft feachers, - Most of them ‘are known
to have no exparttof‘ agriculture or carpen-

2

" taken- by him, brick Kilns

try or other craits of any special academia

- qualification in the vocation. It is vary

much doubtfal if ~ all the Teachers
Training Centres evsn are equipped with

_right type of technical instructors to train

up the teachers required for teaching stu-
dents in the different schools,

The buildings of the schools have under.
gone no addition or extension. They are
what they were previously and teachers
are t0 remain at the schools with no pro-
vision for their lodging. In India where
the .blessings and banes of nature are so
copiously extreme, only he who is in the
position of these teachers can imsagine their
lot, To expect any substantial returns from
them in such a wretched living conditions
is to expect showers in the sands, ’

s

" Now something about the departmental
control, The departmenfal control seems
to' be. semmingly rigid, specially in the
matters of finance. The Headmaster of the

school has to remain out of the schoal for &

considerable period in the month only to get
trifling financial approvals and sanctions
from his départmental heads, This adver-

sely affects the normal school routine with-
the consequent annoyance and protest from

the conscientious gnardian, Unaless ways
and means are adopted to stop this ‘durbar-
bardari’, the school .work will entirely
suffer, - o »

‘The construction of the school building
is the matter which has to be done under
the control and supervision of the Head.
master.  The delivery of the coal has to be

successfaily burnt and everything done in
connection with the school building. Sach

_& responsibility is‘unheard of in other -
the headmasters -

departments, , None but
will thank the Govt. for recognising them
as enginesr, contractor, architect and every-
‘thing in ope. To the public eye the devalu-
tion of -such a responsibility is not without
any particular interest. This' preferential
;superﬁcial trust in the ability of the head.
master is one of the causes of the. losing
popularity of the system,

have to be
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Then the oraft products of the school, if
" any, specially cloth and woed finished ggods;
should have adequate market for their sale
to run these: craffs on economic basis.
Where is the market? The Government
can be the only wholesale purchaser: If-
. left to the good will of the . people the pro-
ducts will ever remain stocked unsold in
the school stores; Government, ‘has there-
fore, to devise means for the convenient
‘disposal of the finished goods by paying
_adequate subsidy, Unless so helped the
system will ever remain much distant from
its goal of self sufficiency,

. There is at present practically very little .
~popular interest in the functioning of the’
system, there being complete -departmental

control over it, The so.called Advisory
.. Committees of the schools have to be more
.- effective and their personnel more -capable
- - of . serving the educational cause, Those
- people who can reslly make contributions,
financial, intellectual and of other kinds,

.. should be appointed members of the Com-

- mittee, It is lamentable that whers there
are colleges or seccndary schools running:
close. to the Basic Schools, the educationists
erving in them are never taken into con-
dence in organizing and shaping the edu-
ational policy of the new schools on the
-contrary the uneducated villagers are pre-
fered. And naturally, therefore, educated
eople have & right to suspect that the
utherities like ‘much of the things of the
‘schools to remain a secret from the educated
nd :searching people whose one interest
‘will be ‘the development of ‘education ‘on
ound lines, - ' '

he most essential point that is becoming
'5?‘?13f.f‘,concern is the future of. the

'THE EDUCATIONAL REVIEW . - -

t

pupils readiong-in such schools; _At presant
there are two systems in the State,'the old
and the new, Whereas there is provision
for the students reading in the old system’
to fit in with the new by undergoing special
training there is no ‘snch provision for the
students of the new type to come over to

_the old i.e, into the secondary types Further

in the secondary ‘where there afe only
eleven classes in the Post-Basic there are
twelve and no official clarification has been
made so far in case of adjustment from new
type to the old. Then the future of the
students coming out of Post-Basic schools
has also been left undefined. Whether they
will have the same recognition in the
matter of admission in higher education i.e.
in the university, is a-matter still to be
decideds Youngsters reading in these schools
and their anxious guardians have reasons,
therefore, to express concern over the future
of their wards. This attitude of tha
‘Goverpment is indicative of its lack of

-confidence in the futare of the system,

‘The two systems still running in the Stafe,
with impetns still being given ko the newly
started Pnblic Schools have confused the
general people and they fear thab .the
Government is creating different classes in
educatiou; the new oclass for the children of
she poorer dumb driven people and the old
one for the children of the richer and more
‘educated people. This could be removed by
converting the Government Schools to
Post-Basic Schools, before long if the
Government really feels the superiority of

the latter type to the former, = -

There is non-cooperation and saspicion

* from the side of the educationists of the old

system for known reasons, - The preferen-
tial treatment meted out to the new recruits

A
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in this new adventure in education in the
matter of their salary, promotion and other
things, irrespective .of . their seniority and
service in the education department, and
complete ‘neglect and evasion: of the co-
operation - and  service - of the teachers

serving. in old type in shapidg the new

education, are just grounds to stir up their
feeling of * non-cooperation ard evoke
criticiam-from them of the system, It is
feared that this attitude may soon develop
into a tirade against the system and doom
its prospects. In this age of democracy
there should not be any artificial partition

walls and-curtains in the same department. -

In view of the review of the working of
the new system given in this article, it is
not difficult to find out the cause of the
growing disatisfaction which' is likely to
develop into an uproar against the working
of the Basic system of education in the
State, The disatisfaction prevails among
the efucated as well as uneducated masses
and the causes are almost the same. There
msy be difference on ideals'and objective.
of the education, which will be dealt with

in'a separate ‘article, but the existing dis-

satisfaction and unpopularity are: genunine
with regard to the functioning of the
system. : . -

I the Government, theréfore. is anxious
that the Basic system does not die an
infantile death it must see that the remedies
and the short-comings dealt with.above are
remedied soom. It must, therefore, ses
ihat the system to survive and to become
popular must have; (i) more qualified
teaching staff (ii). qualified craft teachers

(iii) better - living condition fur teachers
(iv) equipments for the teaching of crafts
and other academic subjects (v) adequate
‘build ing for the institution and quarters for
teachers (vi) snitable text books and supple-
mentary books .for different’ grades (vii)
market for the finished products of the
schaol (viil) thorongh assessment of the
work of the pupils by certain  external
agency of agencies (ix) effective advisory
commitftee (x) constraction of the school
buildings by P.W.D, undsr the control of
the Education Department (xzi) coordinae
tion of the pew system with the old at
every stage i.e, iunior,-senior Post-Basic
and university (zii) immediate exemption
of the teachers. from departmental durbar-
dari (xiii) immediate removal of diserimi-

L
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nation and partiality for teachers of Basic .

only in appointments, promotion and ser-
-vice in" the - department - (ziv) mutual
-exchange of teachers from institution of
one kind fo the other situated closely (xv)
reorganisation of teachers’ Training schools
on new lines keeping in view the new

-experiences gained (xvi) more ‘attention to

be paid té the intellectual growth of the
boy than to his oraft side merely to attain
the so-called self sufficiency,

If these shortc‘omings are remedied, the

otherwise ‘it will just be imprudent and

_unwise to think that only with Government

patronage it will grow and thrive, It is
high time for the Government of the State
as well as the. Union Government to probe
into the matter and rectify the wrongs that
are devitalising the system,

"Basic education has a chance to survive -
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