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Sphere of Social Education-
By Dg, S. R. RanganarEaN, M.A., L.T,, D. Litt, Delni.

M, President, Dr. Sen, Ladies & Grantla-
men.

THIS is a mized gathering, The people

in this gathering fall into three gronps
(1) the prospective students of the Train~
ing Centre being inaugurated to-day ; (2)
the teachers in the Training Conrse; and
(3) the general public on whose good will
and encouragement the success of the course
will have to depend. ‘

1, MissioNARY ZEgaL 18 TEACHERS

The essential things which the prospective
students shounld be told have been said so
fully by Dr, S8en. He has rightly warned
you that work in the field of social
educafion will not bring you much money,
nor power, and not even much prestige,
Yon must carry with you the positive
message given by him, Youa have to enter

~ your work and do it with a missionary zeal.

You must derive joy from the opportanity
t0o make your own contribution tothe colos-
sal work which awaits to be done in our
country in the field of education. I appre-
ciata the courage and the dstermination
with which you are entering this coarse of
training, I wish yon success during the
course, to apply in actual life all that you
learn here, 1 wish you, above all, a

steadfastness of purpose which will ma_‘ke
you lean upon that opportunity for the joy
of your life,

With regard to the second group of the
audience—the teachers—I am in an embar-
rassing position: I am to be one of the teach=
erse I do not propose to address mysalf or
my learned colleagues in tha faculty.

The main parpose of this gathering is to
tell the third group—the public—abat what
one diffizalties are, and t> ask for tneir
sympathy, support ani good- will.

2, INDEFINITENESS ABoUr MEANING

Thete has bsao always soma difficalty as
to what we msan by sosial education and
what we aim to achieve ani how wa shhuld
sat about it. We have beea talkiag about
this, undér one name or anothar, for tha
last half a century. We used to call it
Adult Education, Daring tha last five
years, we have begun to aall it Social
Eduecation,

We have been talking aboné the subject
8 good deal. We have had a series of
committees; Very oiten, a committes did
know what to do. If it knew what should
be dooe, 1§ could not decide how to do it
or where to begin doing. Many of the

* Speech delivered ap the opéning of the Trainiug Bohool for Aduly Education Teachara, of th
Delhi State Aduls Bducation Assceiations on 15th Septsmbar, 1952, af th?a Adulh’ o the
Education Oifice of $he Delhi Municipal Committsa.
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committees have drifted in this fashion,
Many have been forgotten, without formal

- dissolutions In Madras, I had been assoe

ciated with many such committees on adalt
education. Year after year, the newly
elected Mayor would set up an Adult Fdu.
cation Committee. He would set his publi.
oity machinery on it. Much noise would
be made for a month or two, The noise
used to die out in slow degrees, We never
used to hesr about adult education after a
couple of months; The Mayor abhorred
being reminded of the Adult Education
Committees This series of experienaes,

- year after year, had made me sad.

Of late, I have been trying to under-
stand this problem of social education,
Being a university man myself, I have
been trying to make clear in my own mind
the essential difference between Higher
Education and Social Education.

3. DerINITION OF EDUGATION

I used to start with the following defini"
tion of edncation itself, “Education is the
process of the development of personality to
its own follnessy in its own way and at its
own speed,’ Having defined education in
this way, I thought that the essential
difference between Higher Education and
Social Education should be traceable to the
essential difference between different types

~ of personality, Whils in this mood, I turned

to the Gita which gives a clear analysis of
most of the problems which arise in life,

4, BaTzvio PERSONALITY

Chapter 18 of the. @ita devotes verses
26 to 28 to personality analysis, Thres
types of personslities are mentioned, the
Sattvie, the Rajasic and the Tamasics

Verse 26 mentions the attributes of the
Sattvic personality in words like mukta-
sanga, anaham-paadii, dhriti-utsaaha-sam=
anvite, siddhi-asiddhayok nirvikaare, ete.
A Satlvic personality is highly orgaunised.
It flirts not with fraoits, It is not egoe
centrice Its will is strong, It perseveres.
It is unchanged alike by achievement and
failure to achieve. The progression of a
Sattvio personality is towards a balanced
view of everything, It seeks to understand
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things-inethemselves, Its education is
along the highest lines of research. Ii
cannot be helped by the Ministry of Educa-
tion or by Universities. It has to be guided
by its own inner light. At best, it feels
enconraged by the company or by the
achievements of its own peers, There can
be no formal organisation of the further
education of a Satlvic personality — for
Sativie education.

‘5, RaJaSig PERSORALITY

Verse 27 mentions the attributes of a
Rajasie in words like raagii, karma-phala-
prepsu, lubdha, himsaatmaka, asuchi,
harsha-soka.anvita elc.

A Rajasic personality is somewhat organi
sed, It has a fairly stroog wills Batitis
activated by emotions. It flirts with fraits,
It is rathless, - It does not abhor imparity,
It finds itself thrown alternately on the horns
of elation and grief. Rajasic or Higher
Education aims- to lift the FRajasic level
towards the Sattvic. The emotions should
besublimated. It must be helped tosee the
futility of flirting with fruitss The Rajasic
personality must be accustomed to a scale of
values abhorring ruthlessness and impurity,
These are the objectives of Higher Hiu-
cation, The education of the Rajasic
personality requires the service and immed-
ate presence of a Saltvic personality,

Sankara has prescribed this as one of the -

means of higher education, He even asserts

that it is a reliable, effective and certain aid,

Each nation establishes universities to take
charge of higher education. The University
Faculty should be a galaxy of Sattvie persons,
These will ot themselves be allured by
power, prestige or wealthe Their example
will lift up a Rajusic personalily towards
the Sattvic level. They will irradiate the
pupils, The effect of their irradiation will
persist on the personality 'of a png')ll. for
years after they leave the university. Theres
by a University increases the chance for
developing a Rajasic personality to wards the
Sa:tvie variety, T his should pe the primary
objective of university education, though its
edless by-products are not ooly beneficial,
but even essential tothe well=being of a
nation,
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6, Tauan10 PERBONALITY

Verse 28 mentions the attributes of
Thamasic personality in words like a=yukta,
praakrita, sata, naishkritika, alasa,
vishaadic and diirgha-suutrit. A Tamasic
persopality is ill-orgrnised. It seeks mno
snchorage—no source of inspiration, It is
primitive, It is obstinate. It is wicked.
It inhibits, It is idle, It gets dejected, It
proorastinates. Its personality should be
given a shape, It should be provided with
an anchorage—with a sympathetic source of
inspiration, Itshould be weaned away from
obstinacy, wickedness, indolence and prone-
ness to dejection and procrastination, It
should be activated by aids of all sorts,

.antil it develops its own steam. These are

the objectives of Social Education. The
field of Social Education in India today is
abnormally vast. Normally, not more than
a third of a pation may lie in the Tamasic
level, But due to the historical happenings
of the last few centuries, nearly 85% of our
people are found in the T'amasie or the near-
Tamasic group, The education of a Tamasic
personality has to lean upon the immediate
presence of & teacher even more than that
of a Rajasic personality. Its self-educability
is vanishingly small, The sympathy of the

‘teacher has to be far greater. He should

have assipine patience; 1% is only missionary
Zealy as Dr. Sen hasputit, which can supply
the sympathy and the patience necessary.
The zealspotential requires to be specially
increased in the case of social education

teachers, This has not been sufficiently
thought about or provided for in the past.
We have been talking glibly al;o_ut social
education, We have been imagining that
the problem of personnel for social educa-
tion could ba solved by compe'lllng every
unshaven youth to serve asa social education
teacher for a prescribed term before he s
awarded his certificate or diploma, We hgve
been deluding ourselves that the preparation
required for social education work is almost
nothing, This has been a great mistake,

7. VALUE OF TRAINING FOR TEACHERS

As the titular Secretary of the Indian
Adult Education Association, I take this
opportunity to express our appreciation and
thanks to $he Delhi State Adult Kducation
Association for having looked at the matter
more seriously, I am glad that they have
not believed that a course of one or two
weeks. would be sufficient to transform any
immature youth into a sccial education
teacher. 1 am glad that they have provided
for at least a three months coumrse, Iam
sure that they will soon realise the need to
increase the duration of similar fature
courses. ' .

The Social Education of this vast continent '
requires thousands of properly trained social
education teachers. The Indian A'ult Educa«
tion Association hopes that the example set
by Delhi State Adult Education Association
will inspire the establishment of many such
training courses all through the land,

S ———

Our Education—A brief retrospect and a
prospect |
By 8a1 B: K, Mabrava MuRtEY, B, A B. Tv dcharya High Schoal, Goribidnur,

AT no time in the history of our country

g0 much was talked of and thovght of
education as to-day. National liberty has
inangurated a strenuouns period of responsis
bilities and problems; and the problem of
education has engsged the mind of the
country s much as any other problem.
Thers is en unchallenged cry for ‘Reform

in Eduoation’ to suit our national life. Itis
highly exhilarating to see that our men in-
general and the national government in -
F:’:ll;!t_llar have begun to think of educstion
attamius aspects with all the seriousness and.
telleezou the enbject deserves, This ine
to ual agitation for reforms gives . rise

&1y questions concerning the problem
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of education, viz, the need for reforms and
the defects in the existing system. Itis
pecessary for us to trace the origin of the
present system and apalyse its course in
Indian history without the warp of prejudice.

The existing system of education owes
its origin to the British rule in India. It
was a prematore introduction. It was a
system introduced and perpetuated by the
then government, based not on the
demands of the country, but on those of
the ruling class. It was an education on
the western model without any bearing on
the philosophy of the country. A system of
education which had developed in the west
to answer the needs of a growing industrial
society was forced on a predominantly
agricultnral country. The result was that
the youths who got western education
found themselves placed in & socisty which
was not quite receptive to the new knows
ledge. In the absence of opportunities, the
only alternative left was to seek clerical jobs
and become “quill-drivers”,  Moreover, the
British economic policy meant continued
economio strangulation of Indian society
with no possibility of opportunities to the
youths, In course of time a new classin
our scciety began to grow up. It wasa
class of westernised Indians, of whom some

- became civilian officers and ruled the people

for the Britishers, No imperial power of
the world bad perfected its mechanism in
the art of ruling. a foreign country by em-
ploying .its own natives so thoroughly as
Britain, These conditions ullimately gave
rise to the nationalist movement and led to
the depunciation of the western educational
system as being unsuited to the genius of
Indian society, This is a just reaction.
The national awakening brought in its
trend a flight from all that is western or
British, DBut in the gush of emotions, we
fail to notice that the western system of
education had an independent origin in the
peeds of western society. It was in response
to the peeds of a society undergoing trans-
formation by the impact of science, techno-
logy and industry, The system of education
intirodnced then is a sort of & message of
inoustrial revolation. Today, our country
bag qutlived the policy of industrialisation,

of tapping and developing the resources and
of transforming an agrarian economy into
a capitalist competetive economy. Science,
technology and industry play a significant
role in the future economic set-up of the
country. The country tc-day is in greater
need of technicians, scientists, economists
and statisticians, So the retention of the
present educational system to some extent
seems to be a necessary bedrock on which

‘the progress and prosperity of the country

are depending.

But what are the criticisms levelled
against this system ? The spread of unem-
ployment is great among the edqcated classs
Recently, the recruiting anthorities observed
that our graduates do not possess the
required standards and efficiency. One
notices a pronounced indiffersnce and indis-
cipline among our students. A state govern-
ment order says: ‘*In particular, the obvious
defects of the existing system of education

resolt in a semse of frustration in the -

minds of the students, wastage of time and
talents, and these have to remedical.” These
and many other drawbacks are manifesta-
tions of obvious defects in the present system

of education.

Such a conclusion as this is a oatural
corollary to the frustration that has set in
the political economy of the state. _Thera
has been too much of unthinking imitation
of the west. But we must exercise clear

" thinking and dispassionate comprehension

before concluding that such manifestations
are dne to the existing educational set=up.
Many things are wroogly attributed to the
present day education. People have con=
demned it from time to time, and‘at the
same time they have been perpetaating it.

Defects there are. DBut the entirq system
The one inherent -

itself is not to be accused.
defect is the absence of a well co-ordinated
economic and industrial policy so as to create
opportunities in the economic sector to
satisfy the demands of education, Ezpan-
sion in education must correspond Wwith
expansion in opportuaities also, Absenoe of
such & coordination has resulted in the
growth of a sort of hostile attitude towards

education. This is also due toa gonfliat of-
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_cultures—Indian and western. The British
domination of India was not merely physical,
but also culfaral.

As stated before, the resurgence of science
and revolution in commerce in the west
resulted in evolving a philosphy of educa.
tion to fit into the framework of a changing
societys, The west learnt to adjust o the
changing times ; but we in India counld not
altogether adjust to a changed environment.
Dr. Kilpatric in his famous work FEduca-
tion for a changing civilisation has observed
that society is ever changing and a changing
civilisation makes new demands on educa-
tion, If these new demands are not com.
prehended and met, society courts catase
trophe, As H. G. Wells point out, civili-
sation is a race between education and catas-
trophe. The intellectual growth of any
partioular society is measared by the extent
to which such a society has adapted itself
consciously to change and how far it has it»
self contributed toc ohange. Bat in our
country, tremendous contribufions are
made without enabling society to adjust it-
self successfully to a chapging civilisation,
Such a process of adjusting is much more
difficult in a period of trausition, when we
cannot draw the line of demarcation between
criticism and chaos.

The existing system of education has nof
become so bankrupt that we should close
down our ipstitutions which have really
made us national-minded., But problems
there are—grotesque in nature. The one
major problem of the present System is
economic in nature. In Europe, industrial
expansion went side by side with .expansion
in education. Ia India, ruled by, the
British, the gap widened. Educated Indians
became job-hunterss This resulted in a
wholesale accusation of the prevailing edu-
cation. Therefore, a process of industriali-
sation and economic readjustment will nat
only solve the problem of unemployment,
wastage of time and talents, etc; but also
create an atmosphere for expansion of
technical education in the light of the new
changes. But the process of adjastment is
not easys The dead weight of old babits
tebel sgainst the new inroads into our bady

politic. We have to discard sentiment and _

adopt a scientific attitude,

Apart from the economic aspect, there is
the cultural aspect, We shonld not lose
sight of our cultural heritage in our eager.
ness to effect economic and social adjast.
ments. Thus, confusion bas crept in the
field of education. These confusions bring
us to the educational policy of the conatry
to-day.

Recently, the Union Government at the
centre has constituted a Commission to go
deeply into the problems of sscondary edu-
cation, They have issned a questionnaire
on Secondary education, covering a wide
range of problems, divided into eight parts
containing more than & hundred questions,
On what lines should reforms be suggested ?
What is the meaning of reform ?

By reform, in its broad sense, is mean§ a
thorough overhauling of the contents and
methods of study, but not mere changes in
the contents of edacation, Reforminits nar-
row sense means some modifications in the
course or curriculum of studiess A reform
in the broad sense of the term is not practie

cable in the present context of the country, -

and is not necessary, if we take into consides
ration the above analysis of the causes for
the defects in our education. These causes
of the defects must be rooted out, and not the
system itself. So any reform ic our educa.
tion should be in accordance with the needs
of the changing times. To-day vast changes
in economic, political and social spheres of
the country demand a change in the
emphasis and a reorientation of the meshods
of education, - This is a task of the highest
maguitade which the educationists in general
and teachers in particular have to shoulder,
A stage has come in the history of the edu-
cation of our country $o evolve a philesophy

of education that is a true refiection of she °

ideals, oulture and aspirations of the coantry.
Another hard task for the reformer is to
define the sims and objectives of education,
especially those of the secondary stage. The
terms of reference of the Commission now
Set up are to report on $he preseat position
of secondary eduoation in India in all its
aspects and suggest measurss for its rsorga-
pisation and improvemeat. The goverar
wmeat have to consider at this stage thy
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relationship of secondary education to differentiated ourricula for the countey:
primary, basic and higher education; the Education imparted in rural places should
interrelation of secondary schools of diffe- have its own characteristics akin to the
rent types and other allied problems, so genius of the locality, quite different from
that & sound and uniform system of educa- the one in an indaustrial area. Eduocational
tion suited to our needs and resources may reformers should proceed with caution,
be provided for the whole country, At sagacity and foresight in this matter of
present, secondary education is predomi- differentiating the curricula at the secons
nently academic in character. Secondary dary stage, For the last fifty years, many
schools are only a means, bat not an end, commissions were appointed to go into the
It also marks the completion of education question of evolving an educational set-up
of a majority of pupils, Here comes the for us. We have the findings of the Royal
need for a comprehensive survey of the Commission, the Abbot and Wood Report,
system, aims and organisation of the secon= the recommendations of the Saddler Coms
dary course, Secondary education needs & mittee, the Sargent scheme, the Wardha
reorientation in such a measure as to fulfill ‘schems and the Vidyamandir scheme of
the ethos of the adolescent phase, Wwhen education—a true manifestation of the
differences in aptitudes and talents begin to genius and culture of the couatry. Thus
originate, The secondary schools supply our education to-aay is at the cross roads. =
teachers to the elementary schools and In conclusion, education is not just the
prepare pupils to the university. Hence impartiog of the conteats, that is, to answer
there is greater need to make secondary the mere meeds which are technical in
edncation a more efficient system, lest it character, but the developingof a spirit to
should affect adversely the ladder of educa- analyse, to fathom and to evolve with a
tion at all stages, consciousness of what is essential or mon-
The need for reorganisation of secondary essential or of whatis to be discarded in
- education bas become more important as & theold and what is to be retained in the
result of the acceptance by the Govt, of new. .
India of Basic Education, asthe pattern of A word with regard to the position of
education at the elementary stage. In teachersis aptin the present context. Ii
conclusion, it is in the secondary stage that is now recognised that teachers are the
there is the greatest need and scope for the pivot on which education revolves. They
educationist and the Reforms Commission form she hub in the wheel of national life,
to do their best to the children of our No reforms; however ideal, can go a long
pation. Instead of window-dressing the way in fulfilling the objects of education,
‘sentiments snd prejudices voiced by certain unless there are.the ‘right people’ to imples
sections of scciety, the Commission should ment them. The nation to-day requires
forge o new phase in secondary education, right men to teach the right things in the
more practicable and profitable than hither- right way, Only men of definite intellectual
to, If this is achieved, it becomes & living standing with ability should be recruited ta
education. ‘ the profession, The profession of educa
. Another problem of no less importance, tion ghould not be the sorriest of trades, On
related to reforms in secondary education, the other hand, it should be made attractive
is whether such an educational system to ambitous men, Unles§the Govaroment,
should bs uniformly rigid throughout the central or state, determines to raise the
Republic without any regard to the nature teacher from his degrading economio
of the lcgality where it is imparted. ~ What position, no amount of reforms will prove
cort of education should be imparted in of any avail. It is a thing left to the
rural India? What are the envircnmentsal financial experts of the state sad the party
factors at the back of the rural parts and in power. Liet us hope that the teacher of
industrial areas? Opinion is not divided tomorrow would feel batter than the teachar

oo the fact that there should be of to-day.
. TSt

Secondary Education Commission’
BY SRI R, SRINIVASA IYENGAR, B, A, L.T., Srintvasa Tutorial, Coimbatore.

NAUGURATING the work of the
Secondary  Education Commission
Moulana Azad, Central Minister for Educa-'

under basic education, or rather that it
;omtz{x)eucesaafter the pupil’s fourteenth year,
Y entral Mir ost« basic education coincides with second
;;%z:).nthgsseddthe Intrinsic importance of the education. The prasent scheme of second:g
1dary educatioa stage and explained education commencing at 11 plus has to be
why 1:1 was considered necessary toreorganise given the go=by.
:tesg:mt;rﬁosil:c;t;:n} This stage supplied Seconda-ry education will then commencs
for primary edscati stages and the teachers at the pupil’s fourteenth year and run oo for
ol it gn. hAll State Goverg- thres orfour years, according asthe academie
o ave & th!; % tt 8 sche.me of basic or techmqa.l or vgcation eourses may require,
oy t! o s entral Advisory Board The curricula will have to cater to varying
ucation nad unanimously recommended types of school experience for diEferin§
soholars and will provide courses enabling

th?.t the time had come to replace ordinary
Board invited tho sponal sttomion o the, Wi 1o B simappomiots Professlons and
State Governmerits to the f ighar oduostion o seionce of hama iy
nmer e fact that a system t0 highsr education in science or humaniti
cguld ot properly be designated as basic or technology. s
:o::sa:m?nctll:ci?;s 1; p;ovxdeq fpr the fall In effecting correlation between basic aud
cousse, . g dot 1 the junior and the secondary education, the curriculum now
emphasi; t;gn ém?tn x; bplace_d _adequate adopted in the basic edacation scheme will
smphags on eraf t'wor: oth in its educa-  have to be modified so as to make provision
relationship F of gelcvoE;derp; cts';du?t:pce tttle fzr :het s;udy years of buie et T
! ' ; ation to o last three years of basi i
g;xrma;y, bz:sm and higher education isa the pupil’s llz’h to 14tha yg:s?ca%out; (tflig?;
they00$$;s?nt problem to be tackled by two languages camnok be taught compul-
on. sorily to all pupils, lest the basic principlas
of bpgw education should be violated
Prowsxou_ should be made in all bacic schoolsl
for teaching Hindi and Eaglish during ths
:’z;st thr?ie Z};aars; dbut so far as pupilso are
B : ncerned, the study of ths two g
bizign;sb;u;:{)usoz; Zos?ktl:;n.w He lvlvas fon; coms  will be optional and binding on th]g:; u;gfos
odaveion g, Tha e ca hqd primary wish to go to post-basic or secondary school
educations Thas he i?z?lu;:d ségc?ndiigoionl thiI;l:bir: ?W; se;-lclipf D o schoolss.
! C ; inteade r ils
Pl:;nsl&rg); :d&c;ts:r;::?id ;c;x;l‘:leﬁmysh off bgh and above, and Which0 mgl;plil;lgirtltc}i’gzz:s '
: o years, He fion for 3 or 4 years ssi -
l‘iv;?::gt :[:)a:gs::;ar :botft gheh_duratgox_l being continuing the Izt::r;’edﬁgfe n:;:ility for
s sl g, B e e
might be raised to eight years even. He'uce ivorsity may steaightn s oo 07 the
lt:iz fzamerf{ of the Indian Constitution have gzl;?st:;ﬁrs[::y siralghtway toad oa'to the
id zlen in the directive policy free.and It is hoped that the Second i
0 gu sg.‘ry education for a period of eight Commission will seriousln o Ff'iucatuon
gozrgave ?: E:con.daty' Edncation Commis- implications behind the x:yelaﬁi?:t?'er e
oy fo E &tl:t 1o mind that ection 45 of the lower and the higher stages of P with
8 by S s e St e and e Sy o
e of the fact e ion  sai i @ 0
acation " saited to Indign genius gnqd

‘hat either secondary education is merged requirements
P ————— !

Mghatma Gandhi explained his scheme
of primary education as covering a period
of seven years or longer and all the subjects
up to the matriculation standard except



Educating Teachers for Freé India

By Br1 R. K. Kaun, Principaly Govt. Teachers' Training Institute, Ajmer

INCE the advent of freedom, conditions

in our country have obviously changed:
Prior to this, most of us had to work accord-
ing to the dictates of those who were not
interested in the progressive welfare of our
country, as they required only some men
who could run the administration which
was a machinery for undisguised exploita-
tion, They imposed western cultare here
and tried to make pecple of $his country
look and fesl as foreigners in their own
land, Most of us forgot our own culture
and some even exhibited hatred for anything
that was Indian. Thanoksto the sacrifices
of our leaders for the last two generations,
we are free from shackles now to shape the
destiny of our country; as sons of the
motherland the responsibility for the regen-
eration, development and administration of
the country devolves on us, the nationals
of Indie, We have to see that in this
country a society is evolved which oblite-
rates differences between the classes in all
sectors and on all planes, social, economic,
political, coltaral and educational, If the
evolution of a class-less society is not an
immediate possibility, at least all classes are
to be treated equally and are de facto and
de jure to be equal. We have to see that
political, economic and cultural conscious-
pess is roused in all sections of the masses,
Productive capacity of the people isto be
raised and the spirit of cooperation effective-
ly cultivated. A citizen shall live a faller,
broader and more joyous life, pulling his
due weight in the dynamics of the lfe of
the country, This requires on the educa=
tional plane broasdening and deepening of
all means of cultivation of body, mind,
spirit, and even & modification of the ways
of approach to education, In terms of the
school, it means that the persomality of
children is to be enriched for responsive coe
operation, and for that creative activity is to
be the main festure of ounr educational
institutions, Butall this cannot be achieved.
This needs a change in the content of edu-
cation and emphasis will shift oo the appro-

v

priate parts-in the curriculum, The method
and organisation too will require reinterpre-
tation and reorientation. The system of
Basic Education adumbrated by the father
of the nation is an attempt for achieving all
this,

A basic school is not to be a place of
learning lessons. It 1isto bea centre of
purposeful living where children take par$
in worthwhile - activities, through which
they cannot only express their nataral
impulses but also adjast themselves prog-
ressively to the needs and situations of life,
Gandhiji would say, *'I would expsct child-
ren in Basic Schools to know eoverything
about the local affairs. about our corruption
and how it can bas ended. This kind of
political edancation I would wish every one
of our children to have. This would sarely
add a cubit to their stature”, Gandhiji
was so thoronghly convinced about the
potentialities of the scheme that he once
said : "I think I have more than provad
that the system cf Basic Education is sure
to promote economic and political advance-
ment of the conntry. *’ Gandhiji once said;
# Whatever may bs true of other conntries,
in Indis, at any rate, where more than
80 % of the population is agricaltural and
another 10 7 industrial, itis a crime to
make education meraly literary and to unfit
boys and girls for manual work in after
life,” By education he means * all round
drawing out of the best in child and msa,
body, mind and spirit.” Bu any scheme
of education, howsoever sound and attractive
it may be, will obviously depend for its
success on the right type of teachers,

1 shall give in brief how this Institute
tries to foster this spirit and ideology in
the new teacher for New India. This iaski.
tute has completed its fourth session, and it
tries to meet the needs of two states—~Dalhi
and Ajmer, During the last session which
ended 1n May, 1952, we had about 300 trai-
nees of whom one hundred came from

Delhi state and about two hundred from the

. subjects,
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state of Ajmer, The latter included 87 lady
trainess, :

To have a souad scientifie background for
discharging his responsible duties with g
gensa of confidenc~, the pupil teachers
receive theoretical knowledge in the princi-
ples of educating child psyehology, methodo.
logy, school organisation and social education
They pick up the technigue of integrated
teaching.” Art forms one of the compulsory
Awmong the crafts, spinning is
compalsory for all, Agriculture and card-
board work are alternative orafts for male
student teachers,, Home-craft and music
are compulisory for lady trainess, :

_ Extra-carricular activities_form a very
important part of the work in the Institute.
Teachersin Basic Sohools have to work
for *allrouad drawing oat of the best in
the child”, They have also to bring the
school closer to the society around it,o and
to achieve this end organising extra-cnrri-
cular activities helps a great deal, Much
stress isy therefore, laid on this aspect of
work of the trainess, During the course
of the ses:ion, it is carefally watched that
every pupil Seacher ' takes part in these
aotivities, with a view to enconrage effec-
tive corporate work., In this connection
the following Associations have been
runoing in the Insttate:=— - ’
~ {i) Basic Shiksha Ucthan Parishad,
(1) Snhiksha Sadan Parishad,
(ii1) Hiadi Bahitya Samiti,
(iv) Amateur Dramatic Club,
(v) Agricaltural Association,
. (vi) Recreation Committee,
" {vii) Rover's Assaciation.

Debates and lectures by educationists are

aveanged by No, I, preparation of visna]

aids for teaching is organised by No, Il
Kavi-samelans, musharas ete, are arranger;
by No.'III. The dramatic clab organi:es
dramatio performances aand variéty shows
during the oourse of the session., The
Agricultare- Asssoiation. organises a number

Ot leciures dnd ' demonstrations - by the .

experts.of the Agricultare department,
T.eaohe.rs should know what our cultaral

hemage_ is, Celebration of national, social

8od : religious festivals should have an

LVII—-10—-2

. the Granth are reciied,

‘and thus acquice the attitg

lives 1n the villagés ang

} progress of the gountr

Tmportant place in our system of edueation,
The Recreation Committee of this Insti-
tution organises the celebration of such
festivals. On some of these occasions, we
have community dinners in which members
of the staff, all the pupil teachers and the
servants participate, Occasionally, we have
dinners in which the servants are the gaests
and the pupil teachers do the cooking aud
services, . The following festivals are unsaally
celebrated durjog the course of the session:-

(1) Indepsndance Day..

(ii) Janma Ashtami,

(iii) Mabatma Gandhi’s Brithday.
(iv) Dipawali.

(v) Christmas,

(v1) Repablic Day,

(vit) Id-Milad.
(viit) Basant,

(x1) Holi,

The; Recreation Committee organises
excursions in which all the trainees and the
members of the staff participate, ’

- The health of the people is to be improved
for the sake of the individnal and defence
of the couatry, Physical education, is
therefore, givea its due place in the carri-
oulam of this Institution,  The trainees
bave physical training every mc:ning and
outdoor games in the afternoons The lady
trainees also take Kkeen interest in thess
aotivitiess The pupil teachers have inter-

ronp tournaments i : a
gthle[:ics. D games, sports and

Life in the hostel is organissd on democ-
ratic liness Hlected representatives .of the
fraloees have a full hand in the manage
ment of the hostel, . The trainess liviog Dil.'l
the hostel get up at 5am, and have a prayet
meeting regularly at 5.30 a,m, in- which
thsy have a common prayer,. Qa speoial
occasions e the prayer meetings, vBarsus
from the Gita, the Quram, the Bible and

The trainees
a their uteastls,
de of self-help.

sweep their rooms and glug

About 807 of the populstion of buf country

1 therefore,-in the
Villages will lie the
¥+ The teachers haye

raconstrustion of the
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to work for the social moral and cultaral
regeneration of the villager. To give tl}em
a full idea of working in the rural setting,
villagescontact prcgrammes are organised.
The teacherssin-training are deputed, in
small batches of tweaty, to different villages.
Each batch work there under the supervi-
gion of two members of the staff, The lady
trainees are also deputed in similar batches
to villages where girl schools exist,

In these villagss the trsinees have mora
practice of teaching in the schools to supple-
ment their work ip city schools, and they
study registration work too.. They organise
cleanliness compaigns which include digging
of manure pits, urinals and latrines. They
give talks to villagers on personal hygiene
and social evils existicg in the villages and
our cultural heritage, <They stage dramas
and variety shows to impress upon them
the existence of social evils and the ways
and means to eradicate these, The trainees
start their work in the villages every day
with ¥ Prabhat Pheries”. This programme
contiones for two weeks, and the trainees
have a very busy time during this period.
It has been observed that,if properly tackled,
the villagers give futl cooperation to the
trainees in organising cleanliness compaigns,
in srrapging dramas and other activities,

It is not enongh for teachers to be potent
factors in the regeneration of the country.
It is necessary for them to realise that India
has won freedom after a hard straggle and
that the retention thereof depends on how
the people can fashion the irindividual and
colleciive hfes A heavy responsibility,
therefore devolves on teachers, India can
be lhfted out of the morass, only il the
teachers are conscious of their obligstions,
Teachers have to realise that they have the
sacred duty of prepacing the youath for life

and of making them efflclent instruments for

the service of the people. They have to

draw inspiration from ideals like thase of the

Bharat Sevak Samaj; and in turn to inspire

the youth with such ideals, The teaqhars

should not make light of our national

problems, but at the same time they should

pot allow these problems to ovarcome them,

They should work o mould tha fatare

rather than be content to let the futare.
mould them, They have tolead the people

of the villages, but should resist being led
for cheap popularity and spectacular results,
One may have at times to undertaks risks,
but one should not hesitate, as, in the words
of Gurudev Tagore, “Taking shelter in the
dead is death itself, but only taking all the
ricks of life to the fallest extent 13
living”s In putting through the new scheme
of education, the teacherssmay have to _face
many difficuities and may bave sometimes
to face unnecessary criticism, but if they
persevere Wwith determination their effarts
will be crowoed with success, Here it may
be pointed out what DMahatmajy, w_h.xle
addressing teachers, wrote, in the Harijan
of the 28th October, 1939. "z}.bove all, let
me $ell you that everything will depend on
your faith and your determination. 1f yon
have the will, there issure to be the ways
Every difficulty will dissolve, if yon make
up your minds that &hisisa scheme that
has to be pus through, Oanly the faith has
got to be a living faith, Thousands profess
to bave faith in God, but if they flyin
terror at the slightest alarm, their faithis
dead faith, no living faithe A living faith
endows one with the requisite knov'v'ledga
and resoutce to put one's plan through™,

1f teachers in India go fogward with
faith, ccurage and hopse they will make tl;le
country not only one of the greatest, bat t;e
greetest in the world,
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Future of Englishé

Mr, Sarvottama Rao: Theproblem of the
future of Epglish has arisen because of the
declared policy of the Government as
embodied in the Constitusion of India to
replace English as the official language of
the administration of the country by Hindi
at the end of 15 years, We may therefore
say that this will take effect from 1964 or
1965. We know that English has already
ceased to be the medium of instruction in
almost all schools; and in another 12 or 13
_years, we msy expect English to cease to be
the lapguesge of our law courts and of
Government offices and official communi-
cations, I do pot say that this means that
English will be completely dropped ont, It
may keep its place as a second or third
language in our schools, the study of which
is compulsory. But even if Bnglish is
compulsorily studied by all educated peopls,
so long as it'is not the medium of instroction

+and go long as it is not the laogusge of the

administration, it will recede to the back-
ground.’ Please consider what will be the
practical cobsequences of this policy, and in
the light of those consequences, say whether
the policy is desirable and adwvisable, W hat
do you think, Raghavan?

Raghavan : I don’t think that the elimis
‘pation of Eoglish from our country or even
the relegation of it to the background will
be a desirablething, Oa the contrary, every
effort should be made to keep up its 1nport-

ance. Iam sare my friend, Ratnsnayakam,
will agree.

. J. B, Ratnanayakam : You said, sir, that
in most of” the high schools, English has
almost been replaced by the regional
language as the medium of instruction,
Would it not be interesting to find out what
measure of success this step has met with?

Mr, Sarvottama Rao: I myself was very
sceptical at tirat about the resnits of Euglish

being no longer the medinm of instruction
But I have found from expsrience that those
who have been tanghtin the mother-tongne
are as intelligent as students of the earlicr
generations who had their subjects tanght in
English.

Ratnanayakem: I am not talking of
intelligences My point is, will those who
have their subjects taught io regional
languages be able to express themselves on
such subjects with as much accaracy and
eass as we doin Hoghsh?, What do you
say, Mr, Siddalingiah ?

Siddalingiah: Why not? I would even say
that one can very easily express oneself ia g
clearer and more forcible manaer in one’s
own mother-tongue than in English,

Raghavan ; 1 am afraid it capnot be so in
such sabjects as Economics, Politics and the
Sciences, For, we have been learaing all
these subjacts in the western fashion, and %o
know them well, it will be better to study
them in Eoglish and not as traaslated into
the mothe:=tongue,

Rataanayakam : In the fiald of science,
we must graat that the west has made
enormous progress. If we want to pregress,
as we naturally waat to, we have got to keep
up our commuanication with the rest of the
world, and that is possible only by retaining
English as the medium of instruction.

Siddalingtah : What prevents our peaople
from learuing these science subjec:s in their
own languages? Probably, the only ditficulty
would be the teachaical terms, for which we
can invent equivaleots, We must try to
develap sotentific wordsin our 6wn languages,
I feel that any scientist wil{ express himself
in a better manner were he to tormalate his
ideas in his mother-tongue,

Ratnanayakam: The scientists are a
nation by themselves. The language they

¥ A disoussion in the’ Youth Forum' broad cast by the As I. R, Madras on 24-8+52 and printed

here with their kind permission.

the ahair.

Thraee Collage Studeats, Maissra Ragnavan,
Ratnavayakam, conduoted the disoussion wish Profesyr

Siddhalinglal -gand
B, K. Sarvostama Rao; M.A.,BiL, it
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use is the expression of their thought. -In
corresponding with one another the scientists
all over the world have to use one common
language, and that can be only English, If
we want to keep alive our contast with the
Western countries, we have to preserve
Knglisbs  The progress of science has made
the ends of the world come neaver, and
even distant countries have become our
neighbours. In the light of this very impor-

taot consideration, it ig desirable that we
should bave English,

Siddalingiah : My friend spesks as if
everybody in this country would be a
scientist,--- After all, people engsged in
learning science subjects, pursaing higher
studies in Science, doing research . work in
science—these pecple are very few, compared
to the vsst population of the conntry. And
do you honestly believe that we should
- think of preserving a foreign language like
- Enpglishin order to have the so called coatacts
with the West ?. It is not proper to suggest
that we should still cling to English, even
after we have got our freedom. :

Raghavan: While my - friend may be
right in his view, I must point out that to
introduce 8 pew language and to remove
English all on a sudden is not desirable.
By all means, let us have a national language.
Bat this should not mean that we should
give up English, :

Siddulingiah : Nobody said that Eoglish

- should be driven out of the country. What
1 mean is that we should give -the best
priority t0 our cwn mother~toogue and then
to the national langusge of India, 1f Eoglish
is needed for maintaioing contact with the
outside world, let us learn it asa third
languages :

Raghavan: Butyon are forcing a langusge
like Hind! on non-Hindi people, and you are

- asking them to learn itin 15 years.. The

time.limit given is far short,

Siddalingiah : After all, some limit hasto
be set, and our leaders have thought 13
years sufficiently loogtc bring about the
pecestary adjustments,

Raghyots s 1 feel that the period is far too
sbort, 1donot mean thatit will take us
{8 years to pi‘éa up the langraga.
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. »
Siddalingiah ;-1 hope not: Oae can pick it
up in 15 weeks, if one makes up one's miad.
And [ am told thats in some of the North
Indian cchools, the boys most _proﬁclent in
Hiodi ace §hose from soath Iadia.

van : No. I was not imylying that
it gggﬁim:ake us long to leara that language.
That is pot the point at all, The point is
whether by that time the necessary text books
and referecce books without which you
capnot conduct edacation, can be prepared,

Ratnanayakam: 1 thought it was agreed
that the mediam of instruction in colleges
should continue to be Eoglish.

Siddalingiak: Why should it be sa ?

Ratnanayakam : It should be so becausa,
even if yon could arrive at a stage Wherg
everything io our Sciences, could be conveye
in own our mother-tongue (and [ doubt
"whether we can ever comae to that stage) it
would still be mighty foolish oa our part to
be cat off from tne thougnt of tae rest of
the world. Waoy should we do iw? I can see
po advantage 1o ite

Raghavan : Your argument brings to
mina an loteresting 1dea, O.u‘tbxs - very
day, as you may koow, tonere 1sa p‘adgamo
cooference golng on in our City. Hminent
pediatrists trom all over India have met
together §0 discuss problems of chitd-healths
Tne usetuiness of such conferences -for
promoting kuowledge 1s uoiversally acknow-
ledged. Lnese docturs are able to conft?r
together, because they all speak Eagh‘ah
and they codid even bave forsiya specialists
‘who speak Hogush jo them 1 their
discusstons. ' Would such cooferences ba
posstble 1f oar doctors tearned their medical
sciences i regional langaages ?

Mr. Sarvothama Rao ; That reminds me of
how 1 happoucd to mnoet oneof thoe delogates
to Lhis cuaivrence yesterday-a dpotor Wt;o
hus Visited uearly all the conatries of Karope
several mes, He told me that the stady
ot Kogish was cuwupulsory ta Dearly ever
one Of 1D0:0 OUULELICE. .

Ratnanayakam: And 1 would ask iy friend,
Siadailugial, 10 cuusider this ulso, Wo are
at present trying @ syiem of ezahange.of
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protessors between onr motherland and other

coutries like America and Encland, a system .

which will undoubtedly confer lasting benefits
on studen’s, Will this be pos:ible 'if we
give up English and ecarry.on our edncation
in our regional langunage ‘?

Sidialingiah : T am prepared to concede
that it would be advantageous to retain
English asthe medium of instraction in the
Colleges, but .in our schools instruction
should be only in the pupil’'s own mother
tongue, “

Ratnanayakam : Why do you want to
relegate Englishioto the background? What;
is the harm it has done to us? Has it not
beea the instrument of unifying our psople
who could not have ccme together if they
had not had this common langunge? And has
it not opened to us the rich, the praoctically
nplimited rescurces of English literature?.

i Mr. Barvothami Rao: Nabody, 1 thinks
denies the usefu! role Hoglish have played
in uoifylog us and integrating us to world
cultnres Bat then is there no such thiog as
& nation finding its own soul? And can we
find cur soul in medinm admittedly foreign?.
Even if we achieve mastery of English, can

we hope to create original literature in that
medium ? :

Raghavan :'1 remember to have heard
how cur poetess, Sarcjiai Naidu, showed her
early Euglich poems to the eminst critic
Edmund Gosse, and how that critic on going
thrcugh them found them to be merely
imitations of Shelly and Keats, They

. earnestly advised her to stop writirg about
. Epglish iandscape and English social customs,

and to attempt giving poetic pictures of
Indian scenes and sentiments,

Mr. Sarvottama Rao: Exactly, You have
come to the wital point there, . If our
oreations in a foreign medium like Knglish
should bave any merit at all, they should
be related to our hfe and our backgrouud,
*and’ if they are compositions whion relats
to our own life snd background, are they
not much better in our own langnage ?

Siddalingiah ¢ Yes, Itistime we thought
of fuding expressioa for our creative urgs
1o our.owu languages Writing ia  Bagliep,
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we can never hopa to produce another
Shakespeare, Miltan or Tennyson in our
country, Thousauds of our couantrymsn
and women, during all thass years of
English  domination, learnt English, -If
they had given $heir time and attentioa to
their own mother toogue, they might have
become noteworthy posts or proseewriters,
enriching their own literatura, If there is a
willingness now to give up English, it is only
because we have bsea so loog enslaved to it,

- The fulfilment of our dsstiny is impassible,

unless our own regional langaages take the
place which English occupies to-day.

Rathnanayakam: I am afraid. the atti.
tude you show towards Hoglish reveals
prejudice rather $hao true patriotism. Most
of this dislika for Eaglish, I thiak, will
disappear, if we forget that it was the
language of our former ralers, 8arely,
we cannot plead that Eaglish is bad, just
because onr former ruiers spoks it and
imposed it on as, I thiok it was justica
Chagla who recently warned the campaiga-
ers igainst Eoglish not to allow political
prejudice to influense their judgement,
Whether if is the mother-tongus of our
former rulers or not, the fact remains that
it is the single universally known langnage
to-day, the language which aifords the key
to world thought and world culture. You
speak of enriching onr owa literature
throngh the encouragemant of the study of
our own regional lansguages. It is a laund-
able object, Bat thea I would ask you to
remember that soon we Will reach a stage
when we will no longer speak of the
individusl onlture of nations; bat will spsak
of world-ounlturs,

Mr. Sarvottama Rao: I am afraid that
last argumeat of yours. will not carry us
far. You csnnot have such a thingasa
worldscnltare, unless each national uanit
makes its own contribation to it We can
hope to make a oontribution comparable
with that of other nations, only if we oreats
conditions favourable to drawing forch tha
best creative efforts from the widest number
of people, I my.elf, who have given
practically all the years of my life to the
oultivation of Enoglish, can clam to have
produced mothting of origiaal werit in o4
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language, Had given the same time and
devotion $0 my own mother=tongue, it is
conceiv:ble that I might have written some.
thing which can be recognised as literatare,
The literery potentialities of onr generation
and at least four or five generations before
us, have been sacrificed at the saltar of
English, It bad to be so, I suppose, so
lopg as we bad English masters to tell us
what our education should be, Should we
sacrifice $he potentialities of our children
too, when we can no lcnger complain that
the Englishman is there to force us to learn
his language ? Surely, there is no prejudice
in all this, "It is patriotism,

Raghavan: 1 admit the convincingness of
the argument that we can find self-expression
best in our own mother-tongue. But does

it follow that we shculd neglet English? It

should be possible for usto culuvaie aud
bhonour cur own mother-tongue without
neglecting Englishs  Why should Hindi be
our patiopal langusge 2.

Siddalingiah: Do you mesn Kbglish
shouid be our national language 7.

(Laughter in whick others join)

Raghavan: Well, don't call it the national
language. Call it the official language.

Siddalingiah : It has almost been settled
that Hindi should be the national language
of the country and that the regional lauo-
guage should be the medinm of ibstruction
in the respective areas. After all, we did
not have KEnoglish. 200 years ago, and yet
our ancestors produced volemes of literature
in their respective langaages.

Ratnanayakam ;: In my opinion, we need
not take into consideration oar 8ncestors s
it is quite irrelevant. After sll, Xodia had
no contact with the outside world except
ccmmercially before the advent of the
Epglish. Now we are thinking in -terms of
a smaller worlde. The world i3 coming
together, and we are taking more and more
intersst in internaticoal affairs.. The edus

cated people of India must be in a position

to communicate with other parts of the

world, if the gountry contributes something -

te the world,
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Raghavan: 1 have a stronger argumsat
than that for the retention of Kaglish and
agains: the use of Hiodi in its place, You
say that the study of the mother-tongue
should be encouraged to sreate conditions
favourable for the fl wering of our litera-
ture, X agree, But I put itto you that
our literature will flower best if it draws
ionspiration from another literature, It is
there that FEnglish is useful, It has a
literature incomperably wider and richer
than any that Hindi can claim to bave., I
sm given to understand that Hindi is not
oanly limited in scope 80 far as her literatura

is concerned, but alzo that it is a language

less flexible and less ample in vocabalary
than even some of the other Indian
languages,

Mr, Sarvottama Rao : That Hindi is at
present a language less highly evolved than
Eoglish or even Tawil or other Indian
lapguages is no argument against its adoption
as the pational language,
and 1 think it will grow rapidly if adooted
as a mpationsl language by incorporating
words and idioms necessary to make it tha
sensitive, pliavle and celf sufficient lan-
guage it should be. A language which
grows like that by extensive usage, will
have been shaped by our needs and will

reflect our own temperement, outlook and"

cbaracter. I1do not think we can make
any of our leaders seriously listen to'us,
if we were tosay that we shall have no
national langnsge, but keep English as our
official language. We shall be fouad want~
ing in the necessary quality of national
dignity and natiooal pride, if we were to
say that the only language common to Iadia
shonld be Knglish and that we shonld have
no oational language,

Ratnanayakam : (almost
English to go then 2.

Siddalingiah: No, Woe should keep it as

groaning) Is

8 compaisory third language for tnose whose

mother tongue is not Hiad!, and as a secoad’
langnage in the case of tnoss wag hava
Hindi as their mothec.tongus, .

Raghavan: Oag our childzen stand up to
tha atrain of learaiag thrae languages ia

It can grow, -
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their tender years or even four lsnguages,
for there are those who would not like to
neglect a classical language like Sanskrit,

8iddalingiah: I myself know four lan.
guages; Telugu, Tamil and English, besides
my own mother.tongue, Kannada-

Rag'hayan: I am willing to consider you
as 8 prodigy, Mr. Siddalingiah. But what
abont the average child ?

Siddalingiah : The average child is ale
ready managing three or four languages in
our schools, and there is no sign of strain,
And pleass remember that it is not a
burden, which we only have to carry. The
Epglish people study Greek, Latin and also,
I think; & modern laogusge like French,

Thg same is the case, I am sure, with other
nations, :

Mr. Sarvottamea Rao: Very well, Yon
have gone into the question fairly deeply.
But I wish to know whether thers is any
sgreement among you on all or any of the
points at issue. Do you all agree that the
medinm of instraction in our schools should
be the regional language ?

Rathnanayakam: I think we are all
agreed about it,

Raghavan: But what about the medinm
of instruction in the colleges? I thought
we agreed that it should be English.

Siddalingiah: Yes. I agree, but on condie
tion that the ground covered in the regiona!
language in the school is not lost in the
colleges. If the subjects are to be taughtin
Enoglishs the regional language should form
8 separate big part, as big as Knglish is
to-day,

Rathnanayakam : Yes. I would agree to
that, provided Hoaglsh is not altogsther
dropped as a language part,

Mr. Sarvottama Rac: Then I expect that
the disagreameat, if any, among you, is on
fhe gnestion of whether Eaoglisa is to dis-
appear as the language of administration,

Rathnanayakam: 1 favour English con-
tinuing as the lunguage of admiaistration. .

Siddatingiah: 1 insist that we should
have a national language, and Hiadi seems
to be best suited for the parpose,

Raghavan: 1 would consent to Hindi
beiog adopted as the national language, if
the process of switciing over from Hoglish
to Hindi were to be spread over a fairly
long period like 30 or 40 years, so asto
ensure that adaptation will be easy aad
smooth,

The Land of Sunshine —A Background in

/ Indian Education

By Snt 8, JacannaprAN, Teachers’ College, Saz'dapét, Madras.
(Continued from page 177)

I1I, Taze CEILD AXD A8 12 GROWS

The child is looked upon as a sacred
possession, It is said that it is a son that is
responsible for the parents being saved
from the Hell called *Path”. Io general,
8 ohild is considered very sacred.

Even during conception the would bs
‘mother goes through a number of social
and religions functions which prepare her
fully for the care of the child after birth.
The bangle.-wearing ceremony in the 7thand
the simantham in the 8th month are some

examples. Even the younger children are
trained to await the expected baby. With
work and rest coming to her alternat:ly at
home and outside, the mother 1s able to
pear the huge strain of obild birth,

Breast-feeding is considered the best for
the new born baby. This system not only
enables physical growth, but also aids
mensal development. It is, as it were, a
transmission of light, culture and every-
thing of value in tne mother to the child.
This reminds us of the story of Parvathi,
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the Divine Mother, fesding the child
devotes Bambandam with divine milk from
her breast and thereby imparting to him
divine wisdom. -

The child is sabject to quite a number of
social snd religions functions, the import-
ance of which is to show how sacredly and
fondly we cherish our children, watch
them and aid them in their growth. The
grand-children are very often named after
their grand-parents, and thus the names of
forefathers are handed down to posterity.

The naming of the child, the crossing of
the doorway, the teething, the feediog of
the child with rice for the first time, the
first birth day, the cutting of the hair are
all significant functions,

‘Lock upon the first five years of child-
bood as those of a prince’, is a wise saying.
The child is the centre of adoration and
admitration in all social functions in the
house, when friends and relatives gatber in
large numbers.

And for the growth of this child, the
parents put themselves to great suffering
and sacrifice. They forego much of their
comforts and conveniences for the sake of
the childe Cradle songs, nursery stories
and children’s plsy with household mate-
rials and those available in pature around
are common in all homes, Some of the
grand-mother practices such a * thought.
turn’’ have bas great effects on the training
of children, ‘ : ‘

Daily domestic practices have a great
educative influence oo children. A careful
housewife observes the motto, "a place for
everything and everytbing in its place” in
her daily life, Women at home observe
Fridays in the week as very sacred days.
The house is washed aod kept scrupulously,
clean. Designs on the floor with white and
red flour or powder characterise these
domestic festivals and celebrations. All
the members have a bath, There i8 puja
in the house, The observance of the sacced
day onlminates in a wisit 10 the nearest
temple. Light is associated with health,
‘prosperity and wisdom, while darkness is
-assogiated with sickpess, poverty and ignoz-
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anca. Lighting lamp3 and keeping a placs
bright is a religions act, while putting it
out is equally considered sacrilegious. The
burning of comphor and prodating a glow
of light has the true significance of praying
for inaer light and true wisdom, *

Children have a special place in the
celebration of feasts and .festivals, coming
one after another according to the changing
geasons, Decoration- of the floor with
designs (kolams) in rice flour, daily offere
inga to God, the crow, the dog, the 'baggar.
planned pilgrimages, all have their own
significance to children. Poor-feeding has
beep considered as an act of religious duty
in connection with the celebration of marri.
age:, anpiversaries, birth days, feasts and
festivals in homes, temples and publig insti-
tutiops. ‘The anniversaries of pareats and
grand parents too are observad with soru-
pulous care, and the relations pear and far
are very often invited to attend those
domestic functions, ‘

The children’s mothers and grandmothers
adopt both pleasant and unpleasant methods
in bathing, feeding and adwinistering medi-
cines to the child, The aged men and
women were learned in their own way of
diagnosing diseases and administering medi-
cines by preparing simple .mixtures from
things in the kitchen.
doctors prepare these medicines from simple
things, But the pity of it now is that these
simple first aids and caratives are not set in
writing so as to be available for ready
reference, o

Gradually the children get accustomed to
daily baths in hot or cold water, and weekly
oil baths. 'What you give the dootor, give
it to the oil monger’ is an old saying. An
oil bath once a week is enjoined for the
sake of health, In course of time, the boys
and girls learn to be self-dependeat in the
matter of looxzing after themseives. They
need no help in going about the place,
washing and dryiog their clothes, going o
school, bazaar or the workspots ot tneir
parents. o

As is the father so is the son, Geperally,
the boy takes to the wvocation of his father,
Tradition in arts and crafis; has wugh to

Adept indigenouns .

THE LAND OF SUNSHINE~A BACKGROUND IN INDIAN EDUCATION 201 -

contribute to workmanship, and modern
education has to take a lot of lessons from
itv Marriage is a sacred rite snd is observed
ina very solemn manner, combined, no
doubt, with all sorts of pleasant social fun-
ctions, the bridal couple being the centre of
attraction. They receive the blessings of
the elders for long life, healthy living and a
prosperous career. One of the commounest
blessings is “May you be gifted with long
life apd healthy children”, This is an
-indication to show how the birth of offspring
is considered auspicious and sacred in
married life. Childless conples observe
faste, go on pilgrimages, bind themselves to
charitable vows and stake everything for
being blessed with s child. On all marriage
Occasions, gifts or sambhavanas are made-to

the village temples and religious matts
and $he acharyas,

The married boy in his own turn assumes
the headship of the family, The family
gets larger, and the expanses are on the
increase. Only one or two are the chief

earning members, and all the others are
dependents, ' .

The attachment between the children and -

the parents is really greas, Eqaally so the
children, as they grow in years, develop a
great attachment to their homes, their
parents and relations both- distant and near.
The parents are the first gods, Maatru-devo
bhava, pitru-devo bhava, aasharya-devo
bhavae “sarlarys Ogrann el Qsiam,
It wasaremarkuble sight for me to see a son
aged 90 years prostrating before his aged
mother every morning after finishing his
mornlng prayers, It is a great religious
daty of the sons to perform the obsequies of
heir parents. A great son of India once
observed how ashamed he fels at the mere
recollection of the thought that by living at’
& great distance he was disabled from being
present at his mother's death bed and per-
form her last rite:, Ha added that tne mers
meuntion of the same brongat tears to his
eyes, Buch is fiial duty. What seems to
be a law of health or legal code has been
enjoined on him as a Vedie sanction, religi~
ous belief or moral code.

LVIII~10—3

In discharging the onerous responsibility
for the welfare of a large joint family of -
children, men and women, young and old, -
relations distant and near, he is inspired by
a bond of affection and a Kkesn desire to
preserve the oneness of the family,

After a day’s work in enervating heat, .
his mind seeks a cool place of rest both for -
physical and mental relaxation. Ia this
period of so called rest, his mind wanders.
sbout aond he begins to meditate upon
strange phenomens in Nature and in crea.
tion. Thus the homs, Nature around, the
social settiog and all the human activities
going on for the welfare of society have
been good, healthy educational ioflaences,
Teaching by the concrete, the training of
the senses, the story method, the play-way,
the dramatic me:hod, the individual method, '
the activity programme, correlated work,
the basic plan have all been studied throuzh
children and learnk as best fitted for child-
ren. The methods which are to be msed
at proper stages and ages of children’s edu-
cation have been praciised in a normal way
withou: any edacational code aad withous
an_iostitutioa as a school,

 Niiti-shaastra says that children should be
treated as Kiags till they reacn five years.
The (ta teaches that the mind gains
knowledge with the haip of the five senses
and that the working of tha senses bas to be
controlled,

In Thirukkural we read :

gy Quifu s g b uu)arﬂﬁr@p
Quiyszri Svar gaiss

In short, the educitioa of maa needs
Iiterary pucsauts, vocationsl guidance, gitie
zenship training and calsural educatioa.

IV, Tae Make.ur oF THE HoME
AND THE Man -

Houses, baildiags, bridges, temples Aand

. towecs buulé out of materials of the soil

sach as stones,  brick, wmorwar ete, have
Withstood the sun and rain all these years
and many of them stand as living mooy.
meats ¢vea to this day. ‘
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'The Marmalong bridge on the Adyar near
Baidapet, built in 1728 with indigenous
materials, even now stands unimpsired in
_ pite of the great heavy traffic during the
war period and race seasons of the modern
days. Within & period of 40 years, it has
withstood fwo unprecedented floods, Instans
ces are not wanting to show that buildings
and bridges of very recent build, of newer
materials not of the soil and slso of artifi-
cial materials, have cracked and come down,
Some of them sre undergoing repairs all
through the year, Artificial and imported
things do not thrive in this soil, They are
unnecessary and a waste. Is it pot a
wonder that anicuts built in the time of
Chola kings still survive P

Planting of shady trees on both sides of a
sandy or metalled road have greatly helped
‘peaestrians and pilgrims in their walks and
long jonrneys, But a few minutes walk on a
tarred road with bare fest will bring tears
to the eyess How far does such s rosd
help in respect of the health of the pedes=
trians and the public? Time snd experi-
ence alone will have to determine and tell,

It is for medical experts to 8asy how the
heat of the tarred road and the giare of the
dazzling light are injarious to the eyes in
particular and to noramal health in general,
Perhaps, these roads are intended for cars
oply, while pedestrians must walk on the

~ fide pavements; Hven then the radiation
of beat is sure to tell upon their health.
The men in the wheelea vehicles too will
hmie to sbt;lre the same. The cement con.
crete road has at least less gl
than the tarred road. glare and heat

. A temple in the centre with a lofty tower
18 an indispensable adjuoct to a village,
Ancient Rajas considered it to be 1hnir
foremost duty in uphfsing their dear subjects.
The way in which houses are located in
Strects indicate the corporate life of the
vrllaggrs snd the essential mautual co-
Operation in times of prosperity or adver-
sity, The whole village will go into
rejololng at » marrisge in one house or

to mourning at some death in another, -

. The plan of the dwelling houses witha
pial in front, a courtyard in the centre and
® bitohen garden at the back has its own
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significance, A pial is a resting place for.
strangers npd for the inmates on some:

eygnings and also & sleeping place for
visitors, relations and friends, In the day,

sir and light have full sway in the house, -

The open-air conrtyard -is a place like the
})each. Daring times of feats and festivalg
1t acts a3 & common meeting place, a dining
hall and a reception hall, Some also have
special puja rooms, The kitchen garden
will have some space reserved for vegete

ables and greens, and some space for

Flowers are considered
worship and deooration,

flowering plaats,
necessary for

Watering, sweeping, cleaning and decorating .

the street and. the house front is the very
first act of the housewifs for the dsy,

There is something remarkable in the
conduct of the honsebold, The maother
displays very great skill in directing ber
attention to a good number of things at the
same time. The crying child, the needy
children, daily worship, the - kitchen,
storing of provisions, servants of the house-
hold, attention to elders, occasional oalls of
her husbaud, active planning for the
morraw, silent planning for a domestic
function weeks hence, catering to the

visitors, turning B8 chsritabls ear to the-

beggar in the street, all draw her attention,
A very great model lesson to the modern
educated women ! .

In spite of her lack of education in any
ordinary school and much less in a modern
Montessori school, her senses are always
alert due to the training she received at the
hands of her presents and grand.parents in
her home, In the make-up of the house
and in the conduct of all functionsin the
house, there is presest-an abundant atmos-
phere for the co-ordinated training of the
senses and not cne particular sease being
singled out or overlooked,

The greatness of the Indian homs is
entirely due to the greatness of these great
women, doing their work in a very skilled
and plaoned way, though in an uaostentas
tious manner, The way in which they
store provisions a¥ the proper seasons, the
manner in which they preserve pickles and
dried things for future use, the variety of
methods in which they prepare and cook

THE LAND OF SUNSHINE—~A BACKGROUND IN INDIAN EDUCATION 208

the greens and cereals, all demand very.
close scrutiny at the hand' of the modern
mother,

"Thus the msakeeup of the home in its
entirety has a beneficial influence on the
growth and developraent of the children of
the home, May the educator copy the
example in the education of the child in
the moderp school ! '

The enervating heat of the day combined
with the inevitable open air life in fields,
farms and gardens and other places of
humsn activity thrhugh manual labour
make the average citizen too tired in the
evening. He prafers some relaxation, a
good bath, a good mea! and a good slaep.
Such a life for the past so many genera-
tions has'made him necessarily neglect his
literary tastes, As these conditions still
exist, education has to be given daring
off-work time ‘and off-work seasons and by
s method which will give him a sort of
relaxation and rejuvenation. Even in off-
geasons, they have their own domestic
affairs, travel, housa building, visits near and
far and other things necessitated -by the
avocations, seasons and family ties,

Temples and rivers are very sacred and
considerad vary essential for life and living.
¢ QarIefowr cafler gyulpss Camriad’’
¢ gheen sargéeye wrw's The kings have
their own temples dedicated to their family
deities in and around their capital cities and
sometimes within their palaces themselves,

Liook how the Raja and. his brother walk
bare bodied,  leading a temple procession!
The temples spread over the leagth and
breadth of the country indicate how they
yearned to inculcate spiritual ideals in their
subjects,  Not only the Sun, bat all the
planets have their worship in the temple
and house as a corollary to the belisf that
life itself is coatrolled by the planasts,
Ancient Rajas styled themselves as descen-
dants of the ei:her the Sun Lord or the
Moon Liord,

The annual temple fairs and festivals are
attended by thousaads of devotees from all
parts of tha couatry, The Rajasthemselves
take a leading part in them, Though thess

are far from perfection, yet they make the

common people ‘God-minded’. God by-
whatever name He may bs called, is the
maker, the director and the ruler of the five
elements.

Baths in coonection with feasts and
festivals and pilgrimages are considered to
be not only for bodily purity, bat also as
fore-runners to piety and as peamances for
the expiation of sios, After a day's work
in the enervating heat of the sup, the
worker naturally retires to a cool place both
for physical and mental relaxation—a pial
corner, & shady tree, a cool spat on the
river bank and even a lovely spot in the
gtree* noder the moonlight. Even in this

~period of unsllryed rest his mind. wonders

about soms strange phenomena of Nature
and the Author who is the master of
Nature,

The country’s folk stories and epics have
contribated their best towards the edue
cation and culture of the race,. They exercisa
great fascination on the youog and old,
men snd women, adults and children. The
children of the soil have an amazingly good
faith in the great epics. The snme faith,"
admiration and adoration ars handcd down
to posterity. Itis for men to assimilate and
practise the ideals set forth in these epics
throngh examples and precepts. It was
Mahatmaijt's idea to establish Ramarajya on
the Indian soil, and all his talk to the
masses started with the chantiog of Rama— .
Nama, It wasgiven to him to spread this
enchanting name after Thulasidoss in the
North and Theagaraja ia the Soatb,

Some slight controversiss in modera
timdes ooly strengthen the faith in ths
thoughts contained in these valuable works,
The country’s provarbs, wuich ara the
outcome of rips experience and mature
thinking, were handed dowa from mouth to
mouth and still form the gems of language.
They are there just to awaken and brighten
uo the ordiaacy folk, These centrs rouad
Natureand human natuce, and relate to all .
stages of men and all avocations in life.

Idol-worship and dedicatizn to oae deity
are only a maans to a highecead. ZLas
talas relating to tha gods and goddessss are
g0 intertwined and co-ordinatad that at the
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end they sll lead'to the oneness of God and
. speak-about the glory of the Unseen, The
oneness of the Supreme- Being will be
revealed also by the symbolic representation
of & raised finger by the two divine figures,
the gnardiaps a$é the pgate of the inner
sapetum sanctorium of any big shrine. The
smiling but the majestic, serene sad m2die
tative pose of these divine figures cannot
but be amazing snd awe-inspiring to any
casual - isitor,

INDIVIDUALISM VERSUS COLLEQTIVISM.

The sup, moon and rain extead their
benefits of light, lustre and water to the
fullv-grown tamarind tree in flosers. Bat
all flowers in & fully blossomed tamarind
tree do not ‘yield fruit. Other circums
stances in Nature creep ine The morning
dew falls. Some flowers withstand it, and
come succumb to it. Some wither very
early snd some fade away late, and very
few bear fruit: Even tben, many young
fruits drop down soon when the fruits are
ripe, some do not have the edible sour
essence inside, In its place, 8 cork-lige
thirg appears. In some, the corklike shiog
too gets charred and black, This is an
example in Nature to show the amount of
differences in spite of the ideal of equal
opportunities to all by tbe sun, moon and
rain. Kven when equsl opportunities are
given, other circomstances io Nature stand
in the way of development. Special oppor-
tunities are to be given then, KEven here
all are not able to avail of these special
privilegess Man is too small, humble and
conservative to remake Nature in ils natu-
ral setting. Unseen circumstances in Natare
bave to aid & man’s earnest efforts in solving
these nnsolved problems, A father, whether
with limited resources or unlimited resour-
ces, is unable to give all his caildren equal
treatment and eqaal opportunities. Hven
spscial facilitics are not well atiliseds Tae
large pumbers in Nature and the absence
of provision of special faciities for this
‘large number stand as stumbling blocks,
however genuine cur desire way be or howe
ever noble the cause may be. The myste~
ries of Nature are not yet revealed to as'
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But we have to do everything for the
realisation of the ideal, But the idealis
far from the practical, as this is a compli-
cated and knotty problem and highly iatri-
cate for man, We have pious aand noble
souls, seers and saints who have set us
ideals in this respect and shown practical
ways. It is through honest service for the
poor and down-trodden, by mea aad women
who feel this urge, however high they may
be placed in society, that the initiative
ought to be given. ‘

In his life as a householder, as a public
person, and as an individual, he has learnt
to practise detachmeat in attachment, a very
strange phenomeoon in modera life, To
this day, this rare characteristic can be
perceived, He rejoices in duty leaving ths
resalt to God, Trath alone trinmphs in his
Vedic, religious and moral code. The
make up of the whole man can be summed
up ia the following way. '

He believes in the oneness of the Creator,

in spite of the diversities in creation, He.

sees the cycla of creation in more things
than one. He is entranced at the miracles
of the mysterious force, At last he abides
by the unseen divine law as somethiog
insurmountable and yet he knows that man
maust pat forth his full effort in achieving
his heart’s wish. The belief in soul-force
is something unique. - He chants the verse

of benediction which ends in the hapoy

wish, “List all people on earth be bappys”’

The honseholder has by his upbringing
been habitnated to weigh his hife of actions
is the balance of Dharma, His absolate
surrender to the SBupreme Being, wnen in
insoluble mental coanflict or distress, gives
him solace and comfort. Every actis to
the Brahman and not to himself,

The make-up of the soil below with the
benevolent sua in the sky above, the make-
up of she home and the make-up of the
full nan muss naturally weigh 1a she edaca-
tional maks-up of modera caildren for the
preseat and the futace. * May these children
inherit the rienest treisnces 1a the matectal,
moral and spicitaal wocid’ 15 our sole prayer
fo tho Almigaty.

Foodegatherer, Man the Huater; and Man
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Smphfcation it tf;t; exz;:;:itam' admonnt of lasting gifts of critical judge;ment an?i[g?rg
on, oa 1s done with standards of &
demoons : andards of taste,  Whal
ed 'anintxz.?;m:rs nt;f) ;(;&la;!;mtg: such as mount. directly inculcate morals, tgaitx? zhidb?tig .
5, 4 roitare, models can at least sh i ol
of renl o, : s east show the story oi ¥
farme. Thneg:dszg:’ l:a(s”_i :hggi.ee:ﬁlfgs and gfles, defeats .and conques:ys', of ﬁaznsiféﬁgﬁf
AT IS ; eseat o i
g;shdxsposal In agood museum. Morsover, oea:a‘:gszre:i ai!}:négemsd Oy o the price of
b as not only the things, but also their certain dis 'gl s wiceoptance of
Bokground.  The. han, : ! ciplines and daues.
shoy o habitat group of birds
oo § perhaps nature's camouflage, the
vorzp.-tﬁlaws and curving beak of the carpj-
v ua;' 6 webbed feet and shovel bill of the
2ehi“: dweller, the eggs and ths ohicks.
Ssorie implements depiot Man the

In India, the museum is ra by
school pupils except as a pf;:;y téui:gigt};
they may go on a excarsion now and then
Bat with the outlock engendered by baﬁi;
edacation, we should be1n apositioﬁ tom ;K
a batter use of our museums, e
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Dr. L, Mukherji has drawn attention to

the disproportionate amount spent on edu-

_ cationsl inspection in India
Economy in in Education. In the latest
Educational budget for Uttar Pradesh,
Budgeting: it is as great as 4, 877 of the
total expenditure on eduoa-
tion, This compares unfavourably iwith
4.01% in 1926, not to speak of the G,77 of
United States and 0.4/ of Sweden. Moree
over, this fignre does not include the amount
spent on such work by municipalities.
Dr. Mukherji calculates that inspection may
account for as much as 67 of the edncational
budget, He suggests tbas panels of a semi-
official sgency may be entrusted with the
actnal inspection work uoder the direction
of inspectors and inpectresses, It is propos-
ed that the papels for basic schools may be
made up of senior members from the staff
of Government and aided schools and
headmasters, For secondary schools, the
panel may consist of the principal of a
normal school or & member of the staff of a
college near by and the head of an aided
gecondary insititution from an adjoining
district, Each pansl may be entrasted with
the work of inspecting half a dozen insti.
tutionse Dr. Mukherji's suggestion is novel,
but it is worth serious consideration, as it
- promises. to do sometbing to solve the
- financial stringency which has stcod in the
-way of our educational advance.

-Itis one of the fallacies popularly che=
rished about the teachers that they enjoy
E * holidays on an unusually

Teacher's generous scals and very in=
Working - considerable hours of work.
Hours. - This is exposed by B8ri 8,

- Palapiswami in the Septem.
ber issue of the New Education. He quotes

8 letter from a Lianchashire reader in a
recent issue of the 7%¢-8its, as illustrating
this ‘attitude. * Reading about teachers
demanding rises in salaries,” says this
reader, * * makes me gasp with astonish.
ment, They get 17 weeks holiday every
year with full pay, while productive work.
ers ask for a modest two weeks ", As against

“this, Sri Palaniswami sets out the result of

a-careful survey condusted by the Grammar
8chool teachers of Sweden-in 1949.50 about
their hours of work, This sarvey showed

.that the average teacher worked for 2017

hours, while the average civil servant
worked only for 1800 hours and the manuaal
labourer for 2275 hours. The teacher’s
working hours were made up of 807 hoars
of teaching, 374 hours of correction, 459
hours of preparation, 138 hours of welfare
work and 223 hours of general reading to
keep himsel! up-to-date, The teacher found
himself completely free for only one Sunday
in four. As Sr1 Palapiswamy ‘points out,
a survey of this kind here will find our
teachers in a sumilar position. It is uofor-
tuate that the teacher carrying so heavy i
burden of work is so poorly recompensed.
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University Education and Private Study *

By Sn1t A, N, ParasuraM, M, a,, Madras,

LL the efforts of onr University in
affiliatipg more colleges have not
sufficed to meet the needs of thousands of
students, who year after year find them.
selves denied admission into University
courses, Besides causing head ache to
Principals of Colleges and heart-ache to
disappointed students, this breakdown in
our educational orgamsanon reight lead to
immediate frustration in youths and perma.-
nent impoverishment in patiopal hies Both
ecoromic peeds and our political beliefs
will increase many times the number of
students seeking higher education for
lopger periods and in many other depart-
ments cf stady. To put up before students
fresh obstacles year after year in a vain
effort to reduce the number sevkiag admi.
sion or.to attempt to minimise the valus of
University education is no remedy. . The
full magnitude of the problem can be
perceived only if we remember that politi-
cal necessities and the social convictions of
our {ime will lead to the demand of Uni«
versity education for all, Prof. M, L. Jacks
points out in his Modern Trends in-Educa.
tion that egalitarianism today is one of the
most generalized of contemporary drifts
affecting education, but baving its ongm in
& sphere alien to educatxon.

The -task of providing for the: fall
educauonal needs of our nation, according

to modern educational philosophy, has to
be faced differently, We avre one with Sir
Richard Livingstone whea he writes in his
The Future in Education that to stop edu-
cation at the age of fourteen-is as unnatural
as to die at fourteen, Another factor which
has added to the strain on our Ualversities
is the growing realisation that Dr, Cartis
speaks of in his History of Education in
Great Britain that many of the. studiss
which are esseatial to the maKing of an
seducated nation—Iliterature, history, philo.
sophy, economics,” and pohtics—zaoant ba
understocd by " school boys with littla
experience of life, '

" QOur Universities can say that no couatry
in tne world, not even the U.3,A., or Sovie}
Russia, has succeeded in providing Uaiver-
sity education for all those who seek 1t. But
then it is instructive io note that while the
commuaities are seeking to go to the Uani=
versities,. the " latter in turn have been
goiog to the communities. If only our
Universities oan learn ‘to give up their
gaperior exclusiveness and unresponsiveness
to popular aspirations, the result clearly of
having been created primarily to produce a
smatl exolusive class of semi-westernised
Indians to help to run & foreiga police
state, they wiil find how much private
study can ”help to solve the problem.

*a halk broadcast recently by tha A. I.

R.,. Madras, on. 'Prlvane Sbudy in & sories on

University Bducation for *'All’’; published hare by-kind permissions ... . .
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Even now our Universities are parmitting
adnlts to take up their Matriculati~n exami-
nation after private study; Bonafide trained
teachers are al'lowed to take their exami-
nations privately. Graduates can sit for a
Master’s degree in some subjects by study-
ing privately. 8Bome TUniversities permit
womsn candidates to most of their exami.
nstions through private study, While the
principle of private study has baen accepted
by the eduoational su‘horities, the situation
In orr country demands faster and farther
* developments. Private study may therefora
be regarded as that sort of educational
effort other than the normal teaching done
in the usual way by Ugiversity Colleges,
The task of private study may therefore be
carried on (1) by the Universities themselves
enlarging their functions, (2) by the State,
(8) by semi-public bodies, and finally (4) by
private agencies. '

While our present educational set up fs
unable to face even its normal task, how
can it provide for the educational needs of
exceptional pecple or in unusual subjects?
There are many eminent people who deve.
lop only late in life. Mr., Winston Churchill
wss not & successful student, Even our
own admittedly eminent Chief Minister has
repeatedly remarked that he won no prizas
as & stud nt. Gene Tunney, the bexiag
champion, went to the Uaiversity aflter
meking millions in his profession, Even
pnow there are many, who get the time and
money needed for University education
only in middle age, Their numbers must
go on increasing becauss of the changes in
our econcmic structure, Organised and well
directed private study alone can mee$ the
educational needs of those who live as
small, scattered, rural commuailies far
away from centres of University education.
Again, there are many physically naadi-
capped persons for whom the normal hours
and usual subjects are unsuited,” 1f culture
and learning have to be widely diffused
without being vulgarised, idesls; methods
and techniques of snccessful private study
have to be coasciously adopted;

Burprisingly enongh, the first attempt to

give the benefits of Uaiversity educaticn to

$hosa not on rolls was made in oconservative
Britain, In 1873 University professors at
Derby and Lieicester and Nottingham began
teaching those not on their rolls and thas
began the University extension movemant,
which is now world.wide. Distinguished
outsiders not connected with the Univer.
sities were als0 asked to help, Even the
Oxford Ugiversity, the homs of lost canses,
has begun to educate thosa not on its rolls
in subjeots outside: its corriculum, The
tutorial assistance given by the Universities
of Liondon ani Ogford to an outside body
like the Woirkers’ Educational Association,
originally started in 1904 to give political
and cultaral education to Labour, may be
advantageously copied, A

The University. of Paris has deviated
from fradition by admitting at uousnal
hours, & number of ‘irregular’ students
going through courses radically different
from those normally offered.

Australia has undertaken an extensive
educational service in broadcasting to small,
remote, rural com mupities, Bimilar exoe-
dients have been tried to meet the educa~
tional needs of ths dispersed populatdion in
the hills of Nebraska in the Uaited States,
Recently, some American Universities have
started experiments in broadcast courses in
gelect st jeots,

The University of Michigan has begun to
nse television for a new type of students.
Based on'the soand educational priaciple
that what is-geen is more impres:ive thaa
what is heard, ocourses of the standard
academic type mixed with those of general
interest have been televiseds  Mr. Thomas
E. Corbets regards television as the last
word “as a mass medium of communi-
cation . Nearly a thousand students joined
these fourteen-week courses, whila the
‘viewdents' exceeded a lakh, . In 1951 over
69 American educational institutions were
sponsoriog television conrsess

Correspondence schools are also playing &
notable part in the new techaiqua of edu-
cation now being developsads Whnen 8
pamber of schools at M chigan fouad a few
of their own pupils asking foe inskzuchion ia
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. subjects pot taught by them, they gota

lending correspondence school to supply a
course of lessons, Students were helped by
their schcol teacher to master these lessons,
This scheme cslled the Benton Harbour
Plan, is said to com bine the benefits of both
oral teachirg and correspondence courses;

The satate too has not been idle in the
matter, Many modern countries have done
extensive educational work in connection
with their armies, The regular training in
the army itself hss important educasional
benefits, The United States army conducted
bundreds of correspondence courses designed
not merely to make them better soldiers,
but also to fit them for civilian occopations
after the war

Civil servants are permitted to take
examinations qualifying them for higher
appointments after private study, Several
Governments also conduct examinaticns 1o
arts, crafts and commerce for which private
students appear in large pumbers. ‘Lhese
examinations try to provide for many
things not found in the regular educational
system of the state.

Many eemi-private and private organi-
sations sppplement the work of the state and
the University. There are professional
guilds conducting exawminations for private
students; For instaace, the City and Gailds
of Liondon Iunstitute @xamines students in
Radio, Chemical Eogineering, Dyeing,
Weaving, etce Further, we bhave examie
nations conducted by Bar Gounciis, Cosm-

bers of Commerce, losiiutes of Baokers, -

Chartered Accouniants, Kngineers, and so
on, Here we have something like regula.
tion by various professions of admission to
their ranks. ' :

In America, important commercial
corporations hike the National Commeroial
Gas Association are running at great cost
correspondence courses for the benefit of
their employees, Liast year, there were
some 15,u00 American firws paying lor
correspondence  courses, Homs  wana-
{scturers (like those of library equipment)
ofler czcellent educational eourses murely
Lo createguaiwill and pLomae saes,

Two American institntions—the Liyceunm
and the Chautaugua—deserve attention as
instruments of popularising higher edaca-
tion, The Lyceum used to arrange lecture
courses by eminent men, and mavy great
pames in American literaturs, like Emerson
and Thorean, first became popular through
it. They could even engage Mark Twain
at 300 dollars a lecture, The Chantauqus,
starting as a Methodist camp, encouraged
summer courses in classics, literature,
science, etc.

The difficulties enumerated and the
various educational experiments listed seem
to mark a new deal in education, There ia
some attempt to get away from the excese
sive formalism which has marked educational
systems so far. We maust deal with our
acute shortsge in doctors, engineers and
teachers as if it were a war-time emergenacy.
And we bave to go much farther than
granting exemption from atteadancs to
ladies and students who have failed or those
who are already graduates or teachers in
service, As we cannot wait indefinitely for
educational expansion, thers is no point in
insisting on provision for grand buildings
and elaborate equipment, which i3 inade-
quately nsed,

The story of the rise of the Univarsity of
London affords some valuable lessoase It
provides for thres types of learners: (1)
regular students from Uaiversity Oolleges s
(2) studeats undergoing day or evealng
courses at technigal colleges and institutes
of higher educationy and (B) private
stadents who prepare through indivtiual
siudy, - The Liondon Uaiversity has been
severely criticised for allowing private
students to appear, but, as Dr, Curtis points
out, * the external system made it possible
for thousands of individuals to ~btain a Uai«
versity qualification which wounld otherwise
bave been for ever beyond their reacn ",

Private stady for University examinations
by individual effort at home or through
personal tuition by a teacher or wika tas
help of correspondence courses will have to
be enccuraged on a lerge scale it we are to
enlarge in the foreseeable future the numbet
of éancated necnle. Qur failure o realize the
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1mportance of private stady arose from (1)
official disapproval; (2) our npational habit
of'_overvalning the teacher-pupil contact
which is indispensable when confined to
the imparting of religions ‘deekshas’; and (3)
the inexplicable failure of the Ekalavya
tradition to take root; Itis Ihttle realised
that some of the best lessons in literature

and popular sciences are obfained in the!

United States of America only in correspon-
denc.e courses, The presentation is clear,
concise, vivid and the entire course prepared
at Immense cost by the greatest experts in
the live. In snch courses, the pace of pro-
gress is set by the studeot’s own ability,
‘And he can get his friends or parents to
gmde,hlm. ‘When Goldsmith ridiculed Beau
Tibbs’ resclution to learn Greek to teach
his danghter Greek, he could have little
dreamt that ths twentieth century Australia
would sponsor a Dependent's Course to help
parents to educate their children systemati.
cally and competently,
Vvide an ideal means of achieving the desire
of onr Chief Minister exgressed the oihor
day, that each parent should try to educate
three or four of his children, "

. Another direction in which the Univer-
silies can encourage private initiative is

This s:ems to pro-.

through recognition of many subjects of.

coltursl value which have not yet besa
Included in the curricula of their courses,
It is only recently that Music won a place
in our University. The art of dagcing is
shll‘ watting for academic - recognition.
While Indian philosophy has been given
grudgingly somse place in our Universities,
theology, popular religion and oritical appra-
ciation of most of our literary classics have

~ been left in the hands of those traditionally

traiced for their exposition. But we' are
Dnow reaching a stage where institutions or
teachers capable of imparting such training
are fast dying out, This isa duty which
our Universities ought not to neglect ‘any
longer, They can make a beginning by
sponsoring courses of cultural valae in ths
All India Radio or making use of such

courses already run by All India
Rado,

I have merely thrown out suggestions
sbout some direciions in which private
study can help to solve our stupendous eda-
cational prooiem, Conventional methods
may not suit an age when, as H, G. Wells
has pointed out in a telling manner,
there is a race between education and
catastrophe, -

e — S———

Educational Experiments in Bombay State 1V:
Shri Mouni Vidyapitha, Gargoti, an Ekpe:iment in Rural Education

By Proressor .G.. N. _memx.mm. Head of the Department of Educational -
Admmwtmtwn, Indian Institute of Education, Bombay.

HT is particularly after independence that

mcre and more attention is being paid
o 1ural education in India. The Governs
ment of India bave appointed a committes
uncer tke Chairmanship of Dr, Zskir
Hussain to study and report on the existing
a1 d prospective facilities for the spread of
h)gbe_r. education in raral India, Many
experinents will be noticed by this Com-
mit:ee, but as{s usual with Governmental
Oomminees.and Commissions they capnot
- keep pace with the rapid growth of wolug-

tary educational sgencies which do fortne

pately multiply in Free India, mainly due to
the ardent desire of a few -personalities in
education who cannot rest without doing
something; to the best of their abilities, for
the uplift of the n:asses, Such an experiment
bes been undertaken by 8hri J. P. Naik,
the celebrated author of * Histery of Edue
cation in India™, 8hri J, P. Naik has
succeeded in briuging together in one goms
pact-enthusiastio agency three existing eda-
cational 5oclcties 1D & COIMINOB . CAUsE iy 6y
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education of the masses around ths centre
of the experiment the village Gargoti in the
Kolbapnr District of the Bombay BState,
The three societies working together in a
brilliant co-operative educational effort ara:
The Prince Shivaji Education Bociety,
Kolhapur; The Indian Iastitute of Edau-
oation, Bymbay ; and the Shri Govindrao
Koregaonkar Dharmadaya Samstha, Kolha-
pur. With this exzperiment are associated
almost all the leading educationists of tha
Bombay State and they come [rom all
parts of Kacnatak, Gujarat snd Mahare-
shtra, A team of five well-qualified young
men, led by Dr, A. 8, Gavade, Ph.D. (Lieeds)
bas been placed in direct charge of the
experiment on the spot.

Locality 3 In selecting Gavgoti—a modera
yersion of the anoient name Gargya-Kuti
(the hermitage of the famous Sage Gargya)
—the organizers have determined the choice
of the spot on the ficst essential principle
that the field of rural education should be
really arural ares, oot likely to be conta-
minated by the city environments in any
distant foture. Gargoti satisfies this eondi.
tion, ¢*Gargoti,” the organizers deicribe
in their brochare,” is situated right in the
heart of & rural ares and lies far out of any
subarban belts...Not oply 1is this so at pre-
sent, but there is not even & remote possi-
bility of any large iodustry being deve-
loped in it.
remain & viliage and the predominantly
sgricultural coaracter of this region is not
Likely to be altersd at any time."
a radius of 5 to 7 miles thers are 34

villages with a total population of about"

30,000;

- Historical Antecedents of Gargotis Shri
Moum Maharsj, afser whom she Vidyapitha
is namead, wa: a saint who had observed the
vow of silence, This saint was known to
have blessed the famous Shivaji, the Foun-
der of the Marhatta Bmpire. in ancient

times on the beautiful banks of the Veda«

Ganga River, several sages had built their
Ashrams, It is on a hiiletop on the banks
of the Veda-anga that the modern Vidyas
pitha is sibuatede  Sacred, ancient and rich
1o equcational traditicn is-the sue selected

QGargotiy therafors, will always

Within

for one of the most potent experimenis in
rural education in India, -

Scope of the Experiment: The brochure
says, * It is tos -early at this stage to dege
cribe the detailed organization and workiog
of each of the ten institations that are pro-
posed to be located oa the site of the Vidya-
pitha". The scope of thus experiment 1s,
however, well stated as8: experiment,
therefore makes it possible to launch a
comprehensive attack on the problems of
rural education and promises to be a labor.
atory through which the newer and mors
officient techniques of educating the rucal
public can be evoived and proadcast.” This

iz indeed a worthy and a very mnacessary

ambition for any educational experiment in
India.

Basic Principles: Oa five basic principles
this Vidyapitha will pe orgamzad. (1) Lhe
ezperiment should be all compreheasive,
providing a contiauous process of edaocation
for the wasses in ull spheres of life—deves
lopment of body, spirit and mlnd—and
through all stages from preeprimary to
post-graduate; (u) the ten institutions Wworks
ing together as ons project should cost less
gnd thus sef an exXample in economy to
other institutions which ruoaing singly
and in isolation do ordinarily require a
tremendons amoant of money ; (iii) concen-
trated experimentatioa by a baad of trained
educational sclentists at one spot possibly
nader all favourable conditions, of pease,
congenial environmeat, & determined
experimental area and & mass of people
with whom the scienuists are in daily con-
tact ; (1v) iategration of edusaston wita ufe
in as much as not only the people will cowe
to the Vidyapitha, but the Viyapiths wil
‘also go $o the people; (v) whea fully deve=
loped the Vidpuspitha would %e a single
facalty Rurat Uoiversity sad will bave
served the purpose as & plonder experimeat
in ‘re-oonsiruction of rural education in
India. .

Modest Beginnings: Qat of the eXisting
few 1ostitutions—a Proimary 35c¢agol and a
High School, a small Labrary and aa
agcicultural farm,~=mill gradually ba deve-
loged ten fall-growa insutusions embrasiog



230

all educational activities for the benefit of
the rural population, The ten institutions
as will ultimately be establisbed at Gargoti
are:—(1) A Pre-Primary Section;(2) A full-
grade Primary School for Boys and Girls;
(3) A High Schoal teaching agricuiture and
some coftage industries; (4) A Primary
Teachers’ Training College with Agriculturs

as the main eraft ; (5) A Model Agrionltaral |

Farm which will serve as a Taluk Demon-
stration Centre and as a Praotising Farm
for the Primary School, High Schoof and
Training College; (6) A Centre for Train-
ing Rural Social Workers; (7) A Good
Library oo Raral Education and Raral
Re-constructicn ; (8) A Fubhcation Depart-
ment for the issue of books, pamphlets
journals, etc., on rural reconstruction i
general and raral education in particular;
(9) A Post-Graduate Research Ceatra; and
(10) A Janata College.

When the ten institutions will be fully
developed and the Gargoti experiment wil
work in all its projected entirety, the word
* University * will have meaning in Iadia
d:fferent from what Uhiversity is today to
the ordinary mass of people,

It will not be, however, corrsot to assume
that the organizers have commenced this
experiment in an ancient deserted place on
the top of a hill somewhere in the ranges of
the Bahyadri, The area selected has the
minimum basis of a modern life; Gargoti
is the headquarters of a Taluka. It has a
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sary, a good Public Library (whose history
goes back to 75 years), o fine temple cons-
tructed by the Devasthan Mandal aod large
enough to be used as an Assembly Hall or
& theatre for the Janata College, a large
farmland witbin the bounds of the Vidya.
piths, and last but not the least in import-
snce, & noble band of local workers who
have offsred complete co.operation in all
details to the city-sducationists who have
made this rural education experiment the
busioess of their lives,

~ The Gargoti Vidyapitha does certainly
possess all the elemeats necessary for a
saccessful educational experiment., It must
be recogaised that this is ode of the many
experiments launchad in Ladia by private
agencies, of their owa volitisa and oa thaie
own resources, bat it diffars from many
others in its basio compreneasiva schema of
‘fotal edacation’ withont se-king any easy
midway to success. Shantiaiketan had the
towering personality anid weigaty necidage of
the Tagores, the Wowen’s University had
Dr. Karve's indefatigable labours of half
a ceaturys Wardbs has the 1atimate asso-
ciation wita one of tae world’s best human
souls, Gargoti does not glow in the brillie
ance of any one personality, but it can be
called truly a People’s University conceived
and projected as 1t is by the will of the
common people in respectful aod hearty
co-operation with eaon other, Wa wish
the organizers of this Vidyapitha all the

Medical Dispensary, a Veterinary Dispen~ best of success.

Co-Education and Present Indian Opinion
By Sat Wamar Rao, B.A, B.T, LE.8 Diréotor of Academy of Educational

Sociology, Indore (M, B.)

GO-EDUGATION means that boys and

girls should study together in one class
rooms The majority of educated men are
in favour of this system, while others withs
out giving due thought and reason throw
mud sgawnst it in season and out of season,
Modern India is scting hike a Bhakespeare's
Hamlety simply thinking good and el of it,
No cincere efforts have been made mor

definite steps have been taken to introduce
this system of education, We thought with
the transfer of power in 1947 that odr
popular ministers would do muon, bat they
bave retarded the progress of education 1o
generale o E .
We were expecting a fillip from the
learned members ot tne University Hdaocas
tion Commusion (L949) in suppor: of

{
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eo-education ; but we regret to note that
they have recommended cr.education only
for colleges, This is a ‘Himalaysn blun.
der’ to guote the words of -the Father
of Nation—both from an educational and
psychological point of view. They have
minimised the totality of human nature.
They have looked at life not ss a whole but
{n parts ; to them life apoears to be cut into
thousand pieces. Is this the way of present-
ing to the younger generstion gcoherent
picture of the nniverse and an integrated
way of life ? They have rendered a great
disservice to the nation, We wonder in
the sbsence of co-educational institutions
how eruld they jump to this conplusion, How
could they dare to give o unanimnus verdict
in the absence of proper eviderca? Had
the witnesses any experience of co-educa.
tion P No. "We are engaged in a quest for
democracy through the realisation cf justice,
liberty, equality and fraternity”; but my
dear venerable Sirs, your quest for demo-
cracy is incomplete without "Equality of
Status” ? Are you going to achieve *Equa-
lity of 8tatus” by separating men and women
for purposes of educatinn, Modern scientific
civilisation and the World Wars I and II
have vastly mcdified the visicn of the world
and new educstional systems are being
introduced in consequence of this. Therefore,
sither modily the Constitution or respect its

olauses. This is a direat insalt to the 1ndian-

womanhood both ancient and modern, They
have thrown to the winds our Fundamental
Rights by discriminating separation of sexes
in matters of education. The system of
co~education is in operation all over the
civilised globe.

How India imbibed the system of the
separation of the sexes in: Education? Nor
is there any convincing testimony that it
existed in ancient India. Among Hindas,
the female is considered as the other sweet-
half of the male. Nay, even in some cases
she enjoys a higher ‘status than the male.
Bhe is linked and her presence is necessary
in all the religions funotions, This separa-
tion of the sexes, we think, is dus most
probably to the Muhammadan aod Mugal
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introduced the barbarons system of Pardha
and hence by and by the femalss wera
separated muoh more even in every day
affairs, .

WOMEN AND TEACHING

Mothers educate while teachers only
teach, Teachers are a store-house of kaow.
ledge. Except the class-room they kaow
nothing of the practical world. Such is not
the case with a woman-teacher. Har sym-
pathatic oatlook on life and practical bapt of
mind tell much upon the early environs
meants of childhood, In most of the cona-
tries of the world infant and elemontary
ednoation is enteasted to lady-teachers while
in India the oase is contrary, The sooner
we get the womansteacher, tbe better it
would be for our children. Taere can not
be two opinions, that a woman being a
moather is the best teachsr in the Wo_rld of
both character and intelligence. _Chxldren
in her presence, learn uacomsciously, as
second nature by living in her company.
Mothers only kaow to develop the facuities
of the children. A single glance of a mother
can teach more than a thousand teachers,
Society is not made of males only, Itis
females, who nourish the background of
information acd understanding and culture
in the children of the societys Children go
to the schools not as zaw produots, but with
the influence of home; so in contact with a
woman-teacher they are likely to be benefitt..
ed more from the school than otherwise
would bs possible.

PAST HERITAGE

In all sges and in ail climes miothers
have played a promineot pact in natioa-
building. Ia the Indian hermitages the
bresze of jryful dawn ol education blew
freely with the tinkling of rosy ankles with
tiny golden bells and Satis wena to heavea
singing at each step. Naland, the ceatre of
world's desire, was & glorious thoroughfare
of learning for both the sexes, From
Buddhist moaasteries weat fortn bands of
monks and nuas to praach tne gospal of
truth, Avaati, the cultaral sanctnary, over
which flaw the messeager of cloud—a phan-

conguests in the middle ages, Those rulers ]'tom of delight—over the hills and nales of
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our motherland was a rendezvons of edacs.
tors‘where the devotees of Goddess Saras-
wati brooght their cfferings forgetting their
differences of sex and tempersment and
technique, Even to this day, the silver line
of the sacred Narbudda, is visible to the
Paked eye form the fort of Mandu, which
is proclaiming to the whole world at large,
Ehe old, old_vision of Bharatsa’s beaunty. This
i8 our physical make.up and we are condi~
tioned by it, This is cur basic foundation

of educhtion for both the sexes, This is
not an illusion. :

INDIAN OPINION AND
CO-EDUCATICN

It is always claimed that India is against
co-edncation. Is it true? What are the
chief grounds cn which prominent Indisn
educationists oppo:e it? ILiet us esamine
these crucial phases of cc-edncation, There
sre no disadvantages st all in the system of
co-education and a little understanding of
the subject matter will make it clear.

. Co-edugstion does not mean that boys
- and girls should be taught exactly in the
same way. Some part in the teaching
process must be common to both. It also
does not mean that the methods suitable
for boys shculd be imposed uraltered upon
the girls. The intereste of the two should
pnot be subordinated at the cost of each
other ; for this same part of the curriculum

mey be oo separate lines, A co-educational .

school must have competent teachers of
both the sexes. Now, it is not very difficult
for India as there are lots of educated ladies.
Undoubtedly, there are certain sabjects
which women can teach better than men;
while there are certain subjects which men
can teach better than women, The aimos-
phere in such a school is of perfect equality,
The women-teachers should be paid the
game salaries as men teachers for equal
work. They are fixed to carry the same
academic work as men, with Do less
thoroughuoess and quality.
atgeneml ability is equally distributed by
od.

~ It has been mpoted by educators in our
tonntry, “that o pleasing feature of colleges

The distribution’

for women has been the intimate relations
of students and teachers”, - Tiet us try to
bring this ‘pleasing featare’ for our boys by.
establishing co-educational iastitutions .all
over the country. ‘Intimate relations' is
the crying need of the hour lacking in male
schools, ' :

Lot us remember that independence of
India was not won salone by men, but in
the struggle for freedom msany s gold bangle
has been besmeared with blood, Our women

have -exhibited their ability to think and.

work alongside of men in the glorious
struggle of liberation. They have proved
that Indian ladies are far superior- in statas
and discipline and they can shars the
barden of harder toil along with men,

‘rAdvoca‘bes of the separation of the sexes

claim: : - -

(1) That by mixing the two the progress
is retarded, Our experience is far otherwise:
When the two study tegether the natural
aptitudes get a full scope for automatic

development. It is quite recessary that

women should share with menp ‘the life and

thought and interests of the time.

AN ABSURD SUGGESTION

(a) That a woman can not develop her
personality in a men's college, This is as
absurd as it could be. A girl while studying
in s women's institution can develop only

a one-sided personality; She will be unable
‘to understand men,

After all, what is-this
pereonality ? By personality we mean the
sum total of oar ways of behaving toward
other persons. It is a relative term. It
results from a combination of physiological
and social forcess Oune’s home, family,
friends, society, community, nation and the
world, all these affect us indelibly, Briefly,
personality means the extent to which one
is able to interest and ‘serve other people,
The ability is made up of habits and skills
acquired by pracuce. It is to have a touoh
with msn as man: “Thou shalt love thy
neighbour ‘as thyself’, For tne develop-
ment of personality selfssacrifice is a neces.
sary conditions It is an attribute of the
inner existence. It isa self-mect. Wacether
& woman is chacmiogs beauuful, nobla 1§
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slways determined ‘and fels by others and
not by her own self. 'What others say abont
us ha: 8 deep mesnings By our self-we
dre pon.entity, Later in life 'a girl has to.
contact males and she has to play the
different roles of a wife, mother and natione
builder. It ig therefore, quite necessary for
her to understand the santiments of the
other sex or else she. will develop a sells
centered complex. 8he will fall miserably
fo adjust herself to social environments
This is a general complaint of women
stndents coming out frowm women's colleges,

“This is the chief cause of unhappinessin

homes of educated women, Bhe will get
smple opportunities to exhibit her talents
and test them In a mixed college ; conae-
quently she will be able to develop her
personslity on the right lies; All her
notions abont her own self will be corrected.

(3) They say that there is no need for
women to undergo the nervous strain- of

examipaticns, ‘Should our boys put up with-

the same strain ? -Let ns alter the system
of examinations so that it will not cause any
nervous strain on both boys and girls; It is
barmfal to both. It is not tbe -fault of oo~
edacation ; but it ‘iz the fanlt of the present

examination 3ystem prevalent in our country.

SOME ARGUMENTS REPUDIATED

4) :I‘bat women's education should be
more in keeping with the temperament and -
" needs of women as wives and mothers,. We

sgree, A woman’s work is far differen$
from -that of man. XLet us recognise the
ways .in which the eduncation of women
can well be differentiated from that-of men.
We admit. that in all things men's and
women's education shonld not be identical.
Interests of women diverge in some respeots
from those of men, There is nced shatthe
theory of equality of opportunity; but not
necessarily identity of opportunity, shall
find incressing expression in practice, Some
callings are ohiefly 'in ‘the hands of -meén;

some chiefly in the hands-of womens while -
- others aboutegually-' shared. ~This is- as-
it should be. In cosaducation we have %0 .
bring both sexes together for doing different ..
work. 'List us realise that “thefiaest family

LVII[—12—-2

_take the same subjects.

relations result from the association of a
man and woman  who have had much of
their education in common; but each of
whom has developed according to his or her
own patare, and not in imitation of the
other,” All boys do not become pleaders or
doctors cr oclerks, ao lat every one choose
the subjects acoording to oae’s liking, This
is & part of the curriculum of studies. Liet us
arrange it In such a way that it will mean
& preparation for home and family lite.

(5) They say that the same sort of
disoipline is not suitable for both; List there
be two-fold discipline according to the sex.
We think in co-education discipline is more
easily obtained, This is a question of school
administration and sound organisation. It
is. quite necessary that the standard of
courtesy and social responsibility shoald be
empbagised on the parts of both boys and
girls in mixed institations.

(6) They say that it causes dislocation or

‘break in the work, when girls are separated
“in the hours of Home Ecoaomics, Nursing,

Needle-work, Cookery ete. In boys’ schools
too it causes dislocation, when the studeats
go for optional subjects. There ought to be
a break in the work, for all the boys do not
So girls ought to
go; never mind, it it causes a break, This is
in arranging the time-table,

(1) That overcrowdlng is more serlons

- for womeaq' than-men, This is no argumeand,

The world is crowded and complicated. Quae
can not escape from thiss 1f there ace girls
who shaa overcfowding, 8 bsetter place for
them is the QLOISTE_.'-R‘ ot NUNNERY,

_ (8):Liastly, they say that in the transi-
tional period of life, when the newborn
conoiousness comes, the two sexes should not
intrude upon each other. This period of
lite falls in the domain of our Becondary
Education, They think it a sacrilege, ‘

-1t is on thiz ground that the members of
the: University. “Commission have Trecome
mended the segregation. of boys and girls
prior to Oollege.Education, It is here that

_the shoe of ‘co-education ‘pinches in India,
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I the boys and girla ara brought up from
childhood in & ¢o-educational school, it
becomes a matter of course, and it-vatueally-
diverts the attention from the sexnal asgeots
of life. .Proper edncation of sex:problems
will mitigate this evile It is only by this
method that the two sexes will learn much
more abont each other and both :will be
able to scquire truthfal views about lifa,
Msle egotism and female sentimentality
will vanish away, It will go to solve the
matrimooial mistake in life,

" THE ADVANTAGES

Decidedly comeducation hes wany advans
tages, It will put a stop to the daplicating
of staff in schools and colleges. It is more
economieal, It is very buneficial for a poor
ccoatry like India, The priociple baing
democratic, is bised on the ides of equality
of sexes. Now when ounr oconstitution is
democratic, we must have a democratic way
of Iife in our educational system, I'he mixed
schools and colleges are the proper places to
train the younger generation for the valaes
of democracy, justice and liberty, equality
and fraternity. Itis the daty of all ednca-
tors of our country to strive relentlessly
towards this ideal, We must drive away the

1
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present disparity between what our 2ouatey

needs and what our edacation offaes, - -

_ Ultimately, then, cossducation exerts &
wholesome influence on boys: and girls and
both develop a spirit of oomeadeship soon.

Each will be benefitted by the moral stan»
dard of tha other, Neither will the boys

thiok that they are supermea nor will the
girla think that they are supsrwoaien, In
such aa atmosphare, brightaess and demean.
our of life ‘will never fade away. It mll
stimulate the sportiog spirit and life will be

cheerful. It will easily go ia forming the

nasociation of ideas and thus the two ssxes
will be benefitted intellectnally, Thastuient
lite instead of being dull would be linked
with happy memories add uaaforgettable
dreams, Oo.education i3 not a new theory
for us, We can not help beiag of opinion
that it is- NATURE'S OWN- PLAN, Itis
the most nataral way of seachiag both boys
and girls. For a secular and welfare State,
sagregation of sexes in educational iastita-
tions is unthinkable. Modera Iadia is in

. urgent need of co-education., Will the Ladian

educators, parcticalarly, we appeal to the

Ministry of . Kdooation, try this way_io

edacation; -satisfactorily ¥—The = Nutional
Guardian, o o

An Interesting School ~= 7~

. AN inconspicnonsdoot in the inconsplotons
‘A2  Rue de Madrid in Paris opens into the
most interesting, and perbaps the best,

school I have seen in Barops 1, -~

* Inside it looked liks & mansion-fit -for
offices or apartments rather than a modern
school ; it had been adapted to the needs of

a small school, with black-boards fixed on

the walls and glass windows giving on the
ocentral corridoré The lowest - flooe~almcest

© ° Rav.Fa, T. N, 51qUstas, 8 J,, Tiruchirapali -

underground—scontained the kitchen and
dining halls for the different age-groups
of boys. The other three floocs were class-
rooms, teachers’ rooms, library, - and lavas
tories®,. .. - o
.This school is entirely private, i, @,
independeant of the state, in its cucricala, its
methods of teaching, the choice aad qualifi-
¢ations of its. teachers, its very oconcuption
and exdoation. 1t'is one. .of those interest-

.

} During a-lesture tour in April-June 1963 I visited many eduoational institusions in |

Western Burope.
* T use the paed tense besauss

L cugh this selioo] stlll'sslsts™ (au3 I hops will slwaye
exieb)s 10 haw reently been shifved & another building th Parls, - - R
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" AN INTERESTING 8CHOOL

ing experiments which - flourigh “in the

_climate’ of free Europesn countries -like - hmet _
“ghells and beads or geometry with the balls
. and cubes and triangles or natursl science

France and Belgium, where there Is not
tbat simple faith in Government or that
admiration for Government employment
which we Indians bave, T
‘The Ecole Notre Dame is meant for boys
between the ages of six and ten, correspon-
ding to what in France is called ‘la dizieme
& la sixieme', Thoy sre divided into five
classes, each under a class teacher specially

trained in the same institution.” The whole .

secret and uniqueness of this achool lies in
the special private training of its teschers
in the school for the school. Fe. P. Faure,

“Se Joy the founder and direstor, gives a

course of theoretical and practical initiation

- iato his method which takes three years of

strennous work on:both sides, The teachers
so trained become part of the school and

" carry on its spiris no less than its method,

I¢ would be diffizult to compress. this
method into a neat formaula, for it has been
evolvad by personal experiment and obser-
vation, It may be degoribed as a combinas
tion of the Montessoti method with the

Jesuit system laid dowan in the Ratio

Studiorum. The pupils of the Ecole Notre
Dame have the freshness and initistive of
the Moatessori school, the same charming
spontaneity, the same elderliness, 1f I may
g0 call that behaviour of children as if they
were grown up, which I consider the grea-
test trinmph of Madime Moatessori and the
most lasting coatribution she has made to
educational psychologys The day beging
with the Exercise of Silence, when every
boy keeps perfect silencs- of speech and of
movement and even of gastuce—nct only
not speaking, but not moving any part of
hie body, not looking about, and for a while
even holding his breath==irom a givea
signal to anotner givea sigaal, “01s fiads it
hard to belisve that such selfscontrol is
possible to ohildren of six uatil one has
seen this Silence KExercise for oaeself.

Then the classes begine The room has

been prepared beforebsnd . by the teacher
- seleoting the matesial on -which the boys

areto work. But they choose whether to
do word-building with the lettors provided

ol

. of geography with the maps and charts and

pictures on the wall or arithmetic with the

‘with she plants and grasses aod the little

‘gparrows and doves in the cages hanging
-around them in the room.

In this. respect
the school remains opa of Montessori by
free activity and spontaneous choice of werk
in an atmosphere of seriousness aad silence
without apy visible outside control. Bat
here the resemblance ends; for while in the
Montessori ‘school the child may occupy

himselt with abything he likes the whole
-day long, here the programme for the day

is fixed by the teacher befocrehand and only
the order in which each child does the

.various items or subjects on it is left to hig

choice, Thus there is the freedom and
spontaneity of the Montessori school as well
as the discipline and order of ths Jesuit
method in this original school in Paris-

I was struck with the way the boys ware
induced to develop their indiative. Ia one
class they were told to write an essay on
Frosty oollecting all that French poets had
said abyat this natural phenomeadn § then
they were ail seat to the Library and
allowed to rawnmage amoag the books of
Frencn Poetry and gather whatevar chey
could fiad about frost, quoting author; dats,
poem, and hne. They might take a day or
two over this task, coming back to it when-
gver the time-table allowed it as well asin
their free time; bnt they had to fiaishit
and show their work to the teacher, who
would give them marks for their essay...
and perhaps read 1t oat to the class! Sach
training 1o personal work ia the lias of
research at such aa early stage of edaocation
is sure to give these onildren a tasie for
.originality and an encoaragemant of initiae

“tive.  We in India would bs afraid to give
. such an exercise to hogours students in oap

universities.

" Tha social side of the children's charaater
is developed by meals, games, and theatri-
cals, The Ecole Notre Dame is a day
school 3 -but all the buys take their midday

" lunch together in the sonodi rafectary, Eioh

group of ez ov eight ait round a tapl ; ong
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'oE; them leads the prayer ‘before-and alter -
- are pot tired bat refreshed, aud all are fouand

the meal; another serves the sonp; a third
brings round the meat and the vegetable
and the dessert. They all help one another
to pass the dishes round, to pour ont the
wine to one another, to take away to the
scullery the used dishes and forks and
spoons. And all shis is" done in solemn
silence until the presiding teacher gives the
-signal for conversation-—which again, Is
done with the restraint and seriousness’ of
grownups. The presiding, or rather stande
ingenear, teacher corrects their manners if
they need correction, - I found there was
hardly anything to be corrected, for the
school had already been workiog six months
when 1 visited it, 8Still, it was a great
achievement for the teachers and a lastmg
service to the pupils, .

The same spirit governs the games in ihe
little school.yard. The teacher is always
by, not to presoribe the game or appoint
the players or captaias, but to answer
questions or soggest solutions of doubis.
The boys choose the game they like and
the leaders among them naturally and
nnobttusxvely take the captainoy. The
teacher steps in when there is a remark to

make about a selfish player or help to be
given to one who has tallen and burt
himseif.

- These games are playad for short periods
during the course of the school-day, not for
lopg spells before or after school as is

generally done” elsewhere. Thus the boys

to take part in what is perhaps the most
educative cooperative activity in the time.
table, Singing and acting are also done in
the same cooperative and spoataneous spirit,
oot in -the dull ‘mechanical way in which

_Jannganamana and other national songs are
yelled in our schools: ’tis no matter how it

be in tune, so it make noise enough.

1 saw the school end one day and the

boya go 1o their homes, Each-class prepared -

themselves by going to the oloak-room and
put on theirovercoats and hats and, sinoe it
was raining, their - ralncoats, theu they re.
tarped to the classroom in silence and shood

in a line till the bell rang for the end of the.

day. By that time all the classes had quened
up with their teachers by their side. . They

marched down the wooden stairs noiselessly -
and out -into the Rue de Madrid with the-

sams seriousness and freshness as had stzuck
me in them throughout the days I had
visiled their school, They were not tired

‘at the end of a long school day.

" The details of the working of $ho Ecole
Notre Dame may not be within onr reach in
India, Bat the method, and above all the
spirit, deservesto be studied and adapted to
our needs and conditions. But all depends,

here more than in any other kind of school, -

on the personality of the teachers and their
$raining and guxdanoe by an emment head-
master,
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The Future ldeals of Our Educatlon

By Brr R. M, THAKOR, Gurukula Umvmwy. Kangrt,

THE IDEAL OF MODERNISATION—
FALSE AND TRUE.

THE object of Educational Reform In
India (as in other couatries) has ever
been to "adapt” the institutions and life of
the people to the mew condition of ths
universe. Bul advocates of tha so-called
doctrine of adaptation do not seem to
recognise sufficiently the fruth that adapta-
tion does not necessarily mean the sacrifice
and extinction of national individuality, or
the reckless introduction of aoything that

is new merely to gratify the ideal of

*modernisation,’ "And yet the main trend
of educational society . in modern Iadia,
whether pioneered by the State or the
people. has been fowards an imitation,
copscious or uncongcious, of the methods
and means devised by the thinkers of the
Weat, It has yet to be dinned into our
ears, that modernisation of Iadia scientifie
cally interpreted, should mean the proper
utilisation of modern world-forces and
assimilation of world-culture in the interest
of the development of Indian national ideals
along the lines of natural evolution.

During the last century, however, Indian
education has been led so far away {rom the

‘traditional and hisloric paths of progressive

national culture that the attempt to restore
the lines of natural evolution at the present
day would appear; to all intents and puc-
poses, to be a total revolution,  Not siaply
the methods of mastering the warious
branches of learning that hava to be
introduced, but the whole pedagosia system
wonld look like a revolutionary departure
from the beaten track. Ib is only the

‘educational - idealists, generally branded as

enthusiasts or faddisis, whose visions go
beyond the existing coadition of things and
Whose notions are not trammelied by the
oircumstances of the times, tasy can coae
ceive the pisture of an edugatiomal system
that is really nd;usxed to the. traditions,

-

instinots and ueeds of the people as well as
calcnlated to mest their pressing Wants:

We must acknowledge that the existing
educational institutiona are not suited to the
femperament of the people for whom they
are meant and are not hsipful in mesting
their requirements and supplying their
pressing needs, Iéshould be our desire to
see education subserve the purposes of
Indian life and conduce %o the interests of
the paople of this country. We should no
longer be blind to the fact that a system
may be very well adapted to one people so
a8 to be .of greatest good to it, bat quite
unsuited to another people and may even be
productive of evil conseguences, This is

the rationale of all national systems of

edacation in the world, It is because
safficient attention has not been paid to the
“iooal circumstances’ and methods have not
been *adapted to sait the lacal habits and
temper’’, in the matter of education as’ia
problems of administration that, according
to Sir Thomas Holland, ‘“the progress has
not been of a kKind and amount eatirsly
satistactory,” The real apology for the
establishment of new Universities lies in
this inadequaoy of the prasent institutions.

THE DEATH AND EXTENT OF
‘MODERNISM IN INDIA. -

The first defect of the praieat system is,
therefors, tha one-sided appliostion of ths
theory of adapfatioa and moaisgaisatioa to
Indiaa eiacatioaal problsmi Iadiy will
uadoabtedly have to ba moadaraised, bui
aloog ‘right natacal chanaels, the path of
contiauous growth ohalked out by her
histono past,

In:the sscond placs. it i3 difisalt. t:o‘
baliavs, if tha moderaisss, thy  sa-ealled
advaoates of madsea saltare, acs raally tas
aposiles of madscauation thay prolass to
bs, oz tney do not.ssem t) bs ia liviayg
couch wub ths modera ‘warld, facaas tax
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have to be utilised by India, and the world-
civilisation that bas to be assimilated by
her people, India csnnot grow Into a
modern cultural. organism, unless the en-
vircoment of ber life snd work is adequately
enricbed by the incorporaticn of tbe-best
assimilable tressures flowing from .the
perennial springs of universal culture, But
science snd democracy, the two great forces
¢f wodern civilisation, scientific and demo-
-cratic institutions spd movements, the spirit
of independent ipquiry snd criticism, the
attitude of self-assertion, the ldeals of free
life and thonght—all these characteristics,
which association with Europe has been
imparting to India in modern times have
not been able to strike their roots deep in
the micds of even the so-called educated
classes, These ‘ natural leaders” of society
bave been created as the first fruits of the
reapproachment between the East and the
We:sts  Public life in India is, however, not
yet sufficiently inspiring, elevating and all
absorbipg, The ideals of indnstrial and
economic amelioration, social regeberas
tion, political advancement and educational
reforms with which the bigher classes pro-
fess to be 1dentified, are still very superficial,
aud though they bid fair to be permanent
factors of Indian life and consciousness in
the no distant future, are yet only exotic,
not naturalised in the soil. The result is a
condition of moral and . intellectnal muddls
in which the $wo classes of society do not
find the common meeting ground, in which
the old institntions mould the character of
the majority of the population in a way which
perhaps 1s not at all alive to tbe modern
requirements, snd the new institutions which
are sdapted to the present peeds, influence,
however, only the superficial life of an
Infinitesimal section of ‘the entire. com-
munity. Tke  people caonot necessarily
imbibe the ideals of life and ckaracter from
the so-called leaders of society. They do

not derive any help whatever 1n the builds’

Jpg vp ot the life and character frcm the
tiend educstive influences of ipstitutions
aud movements, ‘ :

- Bo fary therefore, 85 the development of
the ootiooal cbaracter, according to new

idealey ond the promotion of the people's .

cultare on modern lines are concerned, the

~.real cause: of ‘the progress -being slow

and unsatisfactory is the inadequate assimila-

-tion : of . the new  civilising sgenocies—the

scientific spirit and democratic temperament
by the .University-educated classes ‘them-
selvess When the bigher strata of society
would be more gincere and earnest in realis-
ing the . fruits ' of the :Renaissance and
pursting-the ideals engendered by the new
spirit,- when the new institutions would
become really and essentially formative
elements in -the character of these 'matural
leaders’, when science and democracy would
comes to stay permanently amopg the upper
ten thousand, the atmosphere of Indian life
would be an sactively inspirirg school of
modern culture and the new ideals would
filter through society as & matter of course,
To help forward thess natural and spou-
taneous educative agencies, it behoves the
educated classes to be mora *modera’, mors
soientific, more assimuative, and abave all;
more sincere in the assumption of their
leadership, - = - :

IGNORANCE OF PAST
ACHIEVEMENTS,

Both these defects, viz.. ths tendeacy t0
imitate blindly the institutions and ideals
of the modern Western world, and the very
inconsiderably shallow apyreciation  aad
assimilation of the. new ideas, have to be
attributed to another more fundamental
delect of the -present situstion.. Hducated
India of to-day lives in more or less completo
ignorance of the achievements of Indian
civilisation. Reverence for the past hes
ceased to be an element in the character of
University alumni owing, among other
reasons, to the total divorce from ancient
Hindu culture promoted by curcrent educe”
tional theories and institutions. -

Educated India has in fact been taught i
thiuk hghtly of the past. 'L'be few "botant:

sings over the mother's grave,” aund acade:

mio researches in Indian antiquities have
had no appreciable effect on Univeraiy
studies. - 'I'wo generations of Iadian youths,
in spite of their high class diplomas, bave
contzibuied to  the oumulative darkaess
abcut the eultural achievements of ancient
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snd mediasval India. Henca for anything

that is- good, elegant and usafal, the tea-
dency has bsen to copy or quote or follow
the West, =~ -~ Ces T

' The propér corrective for the present

svils s0 that modernization of Iadia may.

proceed along right biologieal channels, and
modern world-culture may be adequately
utilised and assimilated by both the masses
and the classés is a due appreciation of
Iodia’s past, its pedagogic ideals, ends and
methods. B

QUR EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS

IN THE PAST.

- It is not generally kaown that up to the
end.of the 18th or beginding of the 19:h

gentury, i;e.,. the then epoch of Industrial

Revolutica which ushers in the modern
age in Haorope, the achiavemsnts of. the
Hindus were almost on a par with those of
the Western worid in avery departmens of
thought aod activity even in the most
secular matters, The great diversity aad
immensity of Hiadu Litsrature bear ample
testimony to the c>mprehen:ive and many-
sided coaracter of Hinda. caiture, It is
the educational iostitutioas of the Hindas
that certainly supplied the conditions for
the growth and.dsvelopmeat of this varied
caiture and tins varied literatare, A gennins
estimate of the past achievemsats of ths
Hiodus would -enable us to thiok out the
exaot lines of futnre ‘work and the proger
methods of utilising the modetn world-
calinre. - e e .

EDUCATIONAL CONSCRIPTION. -
. 'The greatest need of the hour is a band
of edaucational . missionaries ‘imbusd :with
ocorrect ideas about the ends- and means of
modernisation, Schemes for- the spread of
edacation, elementary or advancsd; as those
that have come prominently -befors ‘the
public in_connection with Gokhale’s Coms«
puisory Education Bill required for. their
Buco:ss along with, or rather above other
things, a' supply of educated 'men who may
take to the diffasion of edumcation as the
S.le work and all absorbing miission of their

lves, In order that sdch edasafional

Wissionaries may be  available, tiie passing

of a seli-denying ordinance by the graduates
and other Universlty-educated classes 1s an
absolute necessity, This would really be
the fiest step in briaging about that
coosummation which is conceived in Gok-
hale’s Bill. It is absolataly necessary shat
sorethiog like. the system of consoription
ghould be introduced ia the field of Indian
education-and that educated men should be
compelled to come forward $o soend a year
or two of thair lives after the completion
of their education in dissaminating among
the poorer classes those ideas of lifs that
they themseives have fortuaately acquired,
All social workers and moralists shoald
co-operate with educatioaists by preparing
the way aad creating fasilities for this

- scheme of educational consoription.

Evary degees,” diploma or - certificate
shoald be conferred aftar the stadent sucoess-
fally pats in a fixed period of service to the
couatry, This may be called Comulsory
Nacional Becvice. The pariod of sarvice
may be say, a year, A DBoard may be
constituted tqQ organise aad manage this
portion of the work of the Edacation Dapart.
meat aad Uoiversity. The work sheald be
real and solid, and not a mere token effrt
to sausfy the roguiremsants of rules and
routine, : '

C'LAISSEZ FAIRE' EDUCATION:

. .One of the ideals with which educational
missionaries and orgaaisers should have to
be idensfied is the promotion of the varied
types of educational institutions throaghont
the length and breadth of -the country, - It
is only ‘under coanditions of freedom for the
establishmeat and maintenance of new
systems that educational reformsrs caa find
proper room for tha applicatioa of their
1deas of moderaisation along natural historio
lines. B ' o

"~ Throughout India there is practically
speaking oaly one system of education
devised oy the Governmeat, and yet India
ig an epitoms of the warlds Oae aod the
same uaivarsily can oot mest the require-
meants of. diffareat paoples or . of the sama
people in_a diffsrear age, Hince statese

‘men in the field of education have to resog-
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nise the possibility of different "types” of
edocaticnal systems and the ‘relativity’ of
the educational policies, :

Education c¢annot be conerete and hence
res, ro long as the pedagogic interests of
vast numbers of the psople sre administered
by one centralised system, What is wanted
in a vast country like India is diversity and
decentralisation. To construct a uniform
scheme for & land of varying creeds,
gects and languages as well as diverss
patural phenomena in the interests of
pnationalism and unification, would be to
tgnore the thousand and one ¢‘historic
ideals and traditions that mske up the real
and concrete universe of thought and
aotion" and neglect the varying actus! needs
and surroondings of the people living in

the different parts of the eountry,

It is this love of individuality and
distipctiveness that is the mainspring of the
people’s support of the Hindu and Moslem
universities, “We are concerned not mersly
with 'the pumber of students receiving
education or the subjects in the ourriculum
of students, but an saltogether new view.
point from whioh to administer e problems
of Edvcation and the lines of instruction;
The Hindu University, and its sister
institution, the Moslem University, are thus
to be new contributors to the culture and
civilisation of mankind," For %every associa-
tion of human beings, which is big enough
to be called a people and which is old
enough to have traditions which its mem-
bers cherish and feel glory in, must, there.
fore, have a university of its own to direct
and control its educational interests,”

" These principles of educational separate.
ness and independence have to be applied
in determining wha$ should be the scope
apd character of the Primary and the
Secondary Schools of India, If the evils of
ignorance and poverty are to be removed,
mass education is to be organised on such a
vast scale as to leave no individual without
the knowledge of a little arithmetic, a little
practical science, a little literature ‘'and a
litule national historys while edueation in
technology and the applied sciences should

K

be s0 planned as to utilise the 1oeal resourdes
and to meet the local nesds. On this plan,
the problem of "the peopls’s edusation
assumes huge proportions and necessitates.
such 8 vast and comprehensive scheme of
consfructive organisation that it 1s absce
lutely impossible for a single Unlversity or
a single Education Depariment to manage
and govern effectively all the educational
interests of a Province.

and industrial education, :

Edunoational missionaries’ must naver be

tired of preaching the cause of antonomy
in the matter of educational admiaistration
and sdvocating the freedom of schools and
golleges In the districts from tha control of
the central acthorities,. We muss strongly
uphold the view that men actually engaged
in moulding the life and character of the
pupils shounld be allowed complete freadom
in the work they have to do, i.e., the selec-
tion of studies, method of teaching, framing
of daily routine and time-tables, discipline,
management, examinations, certificates, etc.
and that until and unless the teachers and
managers of schools get free scops for the
display of their ability, there can-grow no
gennine educational enthoslasm In the
countrye In order, therefore, that educa-
tion may be really fruitful, that the sohools
of India may send forth honest men and
thoughtful citizens into the world and the
Indian Universities may be fountains of
character and learning and produce original
thinkers and investigators, the prerequisite
is the adoption of the principles of Jaisses
faire in the educational adjustment from the
highest to the lowest stage. Schools and
Colleges must be allowed to grow and
develop each on its lines and to assume
types that would gradually adjust themselves
to the physical and social surroundings,

" Such a state of emancipation in matters
educational is certainly a far cry from the
condition that exists now, in which the

‘story of ‘one sohool is the story of all ina
province, the same routine and drudgery-

work beiog forced upon every teasher, th¢

What is, there. .
fore, urgently, required is a district with its
own model College of Education, its Tnspec-
tors and Direotors and its own type of rural -
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same . eubject upoa -avery pupil,- and the.

game. pattern, apon every-institation. - Tnis
implies (i) that the adminjstration of sohools
iz to be kept entirely. onut of the sway. of

piversities and HEducation Departmeats
and leéft wholly” to the local teachers and
guardians of pupils and (2) that the Colleges
themselves are to be converted into people'’s
Udiversities (i.e., the vast Federal Examin.
ing  Universities are to be replaced by
smaller Teaching Universities).

PRECEPTORS' HOMES OR
GURUEKULAS.

It hds béer; rem~rked. abnve thak the
ancient Hindu educational institations pro-

moted not® only transcendental, but also-

gecular and material culture, and fosterad
literary, scientific as well as technical learn=
ing.. There is no reason why the “domestic”
residential institutions of India should nod
be found effective in modern times also as

-adequate instruments for the utilisation of

world-forces and producing the right sort of
young men for modern India;- These are
all-‘the more necessary because real spiritual
training, the culture of the soul, is not
possible under any othe: conditions of life,
.g., those obtaining in Boarding Houses,
Hostels, Dsy 8chools, Residential Univer-
sities, etc;

. Liet no'education defsat its ends by its
methode, but make the whele procsss as
easy and na:aral as possible and aiso che
least painful, And so every member of the

school is deliberately left open to the -

influences of Nature, her sights and souads,
responsible o sunshine and shadow, silence
and storm, and the procession of the seasoos,
enjoylog en opportunity for sense training
that is absent 1n our city schools,

The most sinccre attempt is here made
at 8 revival, so far as it is possible under
the changed conditions of modern life, of the
indigenous system and method of edneation
which gave to Iudia alt that has made her

. famous—the -essence of which was -the

separating of the popil from his home aud
natural parents and placing him in a wore
suitable environment, the elevating spiritus}
atmosphiere of' his preceptors’ ' ashrama;
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Hara {3 to:ba 388n at work Swadeshiam at.
its bast, the a1m of which is aot to produze-
more comuoditiss, but §0. caviva.ideals aad
institations, which are infinitely mare
impoctant and to which India owes her
greatness and iadividaality.

"The pupils must spend one or two hourz
every day in the pecformance of such daties
as do not concern their personal interesis.
The authorities have to suggest and pres~
cribe such lines of work as can test and
promote the studants’ teadencies of. self
sacrifice and capacities for orgaaised self-
help and co-operation, as can evoke ia them
& desire of work for work’s sake and a
desire to serve the poople even at a loss,
Among such positive services to be rendarsd
to the cnmmuaity by ths puapils may be
meationed the following : —spread of litera«
ture gnd education among the poorer and
lower classes; cultivation of familiarity and
intercourse with the masses by siarting and
working for night schools, girls’ schools,
reading rooms, travelling libraries 3 organis-
‘ing lantern-lectarss  and exhibitions on |
economic, sanitary , geographical and archeoe.
logical topics; admiaistratioo of relief to
the sick, disabled, aud other classes of needy
a_d heipless people § ssif~denial in dhe matter
of persousl cumforts and enjoyments;
helpiog the authorities in promotiog the
disciplioe, reouation and finanotal resources
of the schools, etc.; aad all tnis accurding
10 bae age and cap.city of the stadents,

' PROMOTION OF LITERA'Y.
What is waated toe=iay 1s oot so much

‘the compuilsioa ¥5 go through a few written

psges of texi-books or atcend schools aod
libraries, but tms sort of trans:atssion of
life from life, the quickeuisg ot mental and
moral powers thruugh the naturali and
spoutansous inflaenze of 1asu‘ntions and
the developament of manhood aad charao:er
through the sileat educativa ageacies in the
nation's atmosphsre 0: tdoug 1 and acitoa,

But while the personality aa. gaaraoter
of the individual sce more naportant tosn
mere hiteracy or abilily to read and write,
it is not to be understood that the latter
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need not be promoted by the eduocational
mis;lonariee- ‘ ‘

The study of books-and newspapers is
Important in its owa way. Bat in tha
matter'of this promotion of literacy as oae
of the means of educational work, our
leaders do pnot seem to have grasped the
exact sitnation, Neither the authorities nor
the public are alive to the enormous waste
of time, energy, and money that is involved
by the un:cientific admipistration of educae
tional affeirs, especially those relating to
the rural and poorer classes, The existing
system is very icconvenient to the greater
portion of our people snd does pot give
egual opportunities to all clssses, Thus
sufficient public attention bas not been
drawn to the fact that the period of work
from 11 to 4 suits the boys of only a
micrcscopic minority, viz., the servants and
officers of Goverpment and other public.
institutions and those who owe their place
ig society to & connexion with these,

1o the second place, there is no natural
and pecessary conneXion between the stages
in an Elementary or Upper Primary or
Middle Vernacular School and thcse in an
English or Secondary School. Thus, for
example, if s village child spends 10 years
af & rural primary institution, he does not
receive the same amounat of training as one-
who spends some time in a Secondary
SBohool, This is-most udfortunate, illiberal
and undemocratic. This inequality is due

to the fact that the schools aro'plgnnad:f
without the necsssary means of intersrelation

and standardisation;

In order that the chances may be eqaalis. .
ed for sll pupils throunghout the couatry
and possibilities of higher and collegiate

education opened up to the poor as well as

the rich, to the rural as well as urban.
population, the scheme of Primary Educa.
tion must be framed with duse attention to

the system of secondary education prevalent
in the loocality; so that transfer and ex-
change of pupils may be easily possible
withrat loss or inocnvenience  to both
institutions and scholars, ' No individual
should suffer simply because he happens to
be a villager, and po individual should be
sllcwed to gain simply because he hapoens

to live at a place where there is a High
On the other hand, every body
should bave the right to the same smount

School.

of intelleotual training or ecbool education

" during the same period, whether spant ia a.

village or city school,

These facts have not been sufficiently

noticed by our responsible gusrdians and
promoters of mass-education, Unless due
heed be paid to these, no scheme of
Elementary Education will be successful in

introduciag facilities for progress impartially -

to all sections of the population. Bocial
reformers aud political workers, education-

.ists as well as industrialists, would do ,We,‘,‘;

to remember $his.

—————

News and Notes

BEINTRODUOTION OF SELECTION
EXAMINATION IN MADRAS.

A joiot statement issued on behalf of the
South India Teachers’ Union, the Madras
Teachers’ Guild and the Madras Head.-
masters’ Conference on Deo, 9th says:

_%The pupils of Secondary 8ckools in the
State deserve oongratulations for the excel.
lent manner in which they behaved lasé
Friday sgainst the inducement from out-
siders to strike work as a profest against

the reintrodastion of the system of selec-
tions; Except for a bandful of boys from a
few schools who joined sets of outsiders and
went round trying to get boys and girls out
from schools, and behaving in disorderly
wayss the averwhelming majority of pupils

stuok to their work in a disciplined maaner:
This is due to a sense of orderliness and.
loyalty she pupils are developlog aad to the.

co-operation of the pareats, the Education
Department and the State Goveramsat in
encouraging good education, - . . - -
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The fallare of the strike should be a
Jesson to those misguided persons who trled
to create trouble in schools, Schoola are
sncred-institutions where the young citizens
of the country sre beipg trained. Parents
entruct their children to the teachbers, and
irrerponsible outsiders shovld realise that
they have no right to interlere with the
ohildren, - Neither the teachers nor the
parents por the children will tolerate such
Interference.

Fantastic explanations have been given
by interested parties regarding the re-
Introduction of selectlon in the 8ixth Form,
It is important that the publie should know
why the State Advisory Board of Educa-
tion, the Secondary Education Board, the
South India Teachers’ Union and the
Headmasters' Conferencs asked for the re=~
Introduction, The reasons are:—

(1) According to the present 8.8.1.C,
scheme, any pupil who is presented for the

8.8,L.,C. examination is awarded a comolet.

ed Becondary 8chool Leaving Certificate,

whatever may be his marks in the S.8 L.C,

Examination, If the Secondary School
Leaving Certificate is to be of any valus,
the puopils presented for the examination
should reach a minimum standard of attain.
ment in the Sixth Form, When there is
no selection, any pupil who passes §he Fifth
Form can get a completed certificats if he
puts in 75 per cent attendance and sits for
the public examination, even if he idles
away the whole year withont even sitting
for & single class test in the Sixih Form,

- (ii) All parents and teachers koow that

in the training of a child impetus as well ag
an element of restraint are necessary, The
awareness that if a pupil does not do his
work satisfactorily he cannot complete tha
8.8.L.C. is good, especially for those who
dislike ths reintroduotion of gelections,
Improved methods of teaching txy to stir
the interest of pupils in their -studies and to
encourage their ambition for higher achieve-
ments, yet the element of restraint in the
background, however small it might bs, is

essential for educational progrese, ~During

the last three years, tohools have found the

trath of this in the Sixth Form, where

some puplls completely neglected their

studies snd by their Indifference adversely

irfluenced even others who wanted tostudy.
It is only in the interests of tbe puplls and

from a desire to see more and more pupils,
do their best in schools that the system ol
selection has been reintroduced.

The statement recently issued by the
Minister for Eduoation, on this question of
gelactions, should dispel from the minds of
parents and pupils sny fear of hardship as
a result of selections:

() Promotions and selections should be
based on the general progress and possible
improvement of the pupils as judged from
class tests and terminsl examinations and
pot on the results of any ope examination:

(b) Different kinds of tests, including oral
teats, may be adopted in order to make-the
assessment of progress as fair and reliable
as possible ~

(c) Teachers from other schools may be
invited to assist in conducting tests for
assessing the standards of attainments, if a
school cousiders such an arrangement
desirable :

(d) If she backwardaess of pupils is
corrected in $he day-to-day work of the
class, detentions in classes can be considers -
ably reduced: .

The schools can wholeheartedly agrea
with these suggestions. Pupils and parents
oan be assured that schools will always
strive to do what is best In the interests of
the children entrusted 0 them.

The statement Is signed by Maessrs,
8. Natarajan and T. P. Srinivasavaradan
on behalf of the South India Teachers’
Union, Messts, P, Doraikanng Mudaliar and
L. Mariapragasam on behalt of the Madras
Teachers’ Guild, and Messrs K, Kuruvila

_Jacob and K. Hanumanthg Rao tor the

Madras Headmasters' Conterence,




el E.I‘SEWHERE, ‘we 'publish- the ‘statement
o __’._}"_lssued‘by the Presidents: and Secre.
“" Tha g, foe taries of the South Indian
. Exa eleotion - Teachers’ Union, the

A Mmingtjon. ,,Mgdras,. Teaﬁhexés’ Guilq
L Oemfas . . . and.. the Headmasters
C%%z‘?‘fen% on the recent decision of the
tio“,énmept of Madras to restore the Selec-
tion & Ii‘éimlrxatJ(Jrl_. ‘The story of the aboli-
“nation i restoration of the Selection Exami-
édilcat'ls asad comment on the attitude to
"t th 100 shown by the new ruling class.
08 nas taken over control from the British.
-mterfﬁmnce in education for political and

er ‘Ulterjor reasons has been a marked
tﬁature of our educational history during
the last five years. Curricula and courses
- . are.being frequently changed for obviously
“.c-non-academic” reasons.
i “I!‘,dergtone;by the language policy of our
..oovernmentg i recent times is sufficient
.- testimony tq this unforiunate tendency It
el heavily ¢y discipline in High Schools,
“when the Goyernment suddenly abolished
: }?a;Selectzon Examinations in the VI From
-4 few years ago. When recently the exami-
-natlon was restored, a proviso seemed to be
‘added that external examiners should be
associated in carrying out the selection, The
‘restoration jn the circumstances seemed
orse than the abolition. It was only later
hat the teaching profession learnt that the
association of external examiners was
~optional and not compulsory. Agitation both
inside and outside the- legislatures greeted
@ restoratjon of the Selection Exami-

_nation.

Those who are fighting for academic
" freedom and independence feel that the
oliticians who interfére in school adminis.
tration have not understood either their
" gbjectives or methods, If for instance a
. eertain type of student finds the Selection
‘" FExamination an. obstacle to his prospects,
and.if it is desired to help him, the abolition
‘the examination is of little use. Prospects

esed the V borm and not as one who need
not take the Selection Examination. After
;itau;?gthe',;;boys who' fail” in the Selection

oing. well in the FPublic . Examination,
Surely, there is no intention now of aboli-
-shing of the Public Examination !

The vicissitudes

L:'nfﬁ’é% be opened out to him as a boy who has.

‘Examination have rarely any chance of

Editorial

It is to be hoped that educational minfsfgrs
will not. neglect the maintenance. of . high
standards .in. their..eagerness to. spread

edqucation. .
Prof. C.N Patwardan of Bombay refers
to a successful experiment, in a-new ‘way of
i« ...~ -teaching English in-Indias
A New Way of carried -out. between.1933
Teaching English and 1940. A four-years
. course leading to mastery

of the langhage for all practical purposes
was tried in these experiments, Writing
in The School World, he observes: ‘‘The
basis of the experiment was a new method
of teaching English with the final bjective
of achievements clearly laid:cut in advance.
‘Thus a passage from R. L, S., a sonnet of
Shakespeare,. writings of Lynd, Lucas, etec.,
were all fixed as- objectives. to be. reached,
'The method was based on a2 new conception
of learning languages. For example "the
usual method of writing, reading and speak-
ing or the 'Direct’ method of speaking,

- writing and reading, was reversed- to read-

ing, speaking and writing, The fund of
English vocabulary, known to a student

because of socjal factors, was tested and.
listed as the basis of study Instead cf the:

old ‘cat’ and ‘rat’ vocabulary, ‘cycle’, ‘rail-

way’ ete., and the associated: words. would
Reading words in
print and thus developing power- to read.

form the new lessons.

any printed matter placed before the student
was achieved in the first year. A logical.
sequence of lessons arising out.of the known

. vocabulary would. lead toa second year’s

course, when 'writing’ the words would be
attempted. A lesson given in the classhad
an immediate practical’ application and use
outside, as the students could converse in
English on the subject of daily importance
using their lessens in the class, ‘Cricket’
formed a major group of known words. The
experiment claimed and proved its claim by
test and demonstration that in- four-years’

- time, students could acquire knowledge of

English and power to read pieces of English
literature at the end of the period.”’ ~

- This experiment deserves serious consi-
deration at the hands. of educationists all
over India, who are at present trying to
keep English in the curriculum without

. devoting too much time to it.

Book-Reviews

PRrECIS, COMPREHENSION AND COMPOSI-
TioN BY P, R, PisHAroDY, D.CoM.
SRINIVASA VARADACHARI & CO, MOUNT
ROAD, MADRAS, Pp. 109, PRICE Rs. 14,

This book meets a wide-felt need. Students
in the High School classes require syste-
matic help and guidance in preparing for
their Second Paper in English. Asis well
known, the syllabus in this matter has
undergone considerable changes in recent
times, Mr. Pisharody has prepared  this
book in accordance with the latest syllabus
not only of the Madras State, but also of
Mysore, Hyderabad and Travancore-Cochin.

The book contains graded exercises in
precis-writing, comprehension, expansion

. snd completion of stories from given out-

lines, letter-writing and new type test
questions on completion by choice,

The book is divided into three parts, one
for each of three High School classes. The
value of the book is enhanced by the
inclusion at the end of the Madras Syllabus

for the English second paper for Forms IV

to VI, the specimen S.S.L.C. question paper
according to the new scheme. and the
S.8,L.C. guestion papers for 1951-1952..

We commend this useful book to the
attention of High Sdhool teachers and
students.

GLIMPSES OF WORLD HISTORY. By
PANDIT JAWAHARLAL NEHRU. WITH
Firry MApPs By J. F. HORRABIN. LIND-
SAY DRUMMOND LTD., LONDON, Pp. 992,
Price (INDIAN EDN.) Rs. 13-2.0,*

This is the fourth: edition of this famous
work, first published in India in two
volumes in 1934, A postscript dated Novem-
ber 14th, 1938, brings this survey of history
from the earliest times to the eve of the
second World War, ~As it is well-known,
the book is in the form of letters by the
author to his daughter written in prison
between 1930 and 1933. The book is des-
cribedas *‘a rambling acconnt of history for
young people.” -

Pandit Nehru frankly confesses in his

Preface that he has not attempted writing

T e

systemaatic history. He wrote these letters
without adequate reference books and any
co-ordinated planning. Even so, they make
attractive reading and present a fascinating
picture of the panorama of world history.
Pandit Nehru wrote at a time when our
educational system concentrated on the
gtudy of English history, paying scant
attention to Indian history and none at all
to the rest of the world. Pandit Nehru
threw- open the doors which shut us in
from the rest of the world and allowed us
to judge independently without taking at
secondhand readymade British opinion. He
has shown the way to Indian historians to
rise to the height of their duties and
responsibilities by independently studying
and assessing world history.

It may be that Pandit Nehru’s facts and
judgments may need correction at many
places. But this does not alter the enduring
value of a book which sought for the first
time to study world events without ignoring
India, China or indeed any part of the
world. Till recently, writers on world his-
tory were interested only in Europe. The
rest of the world came in merely by way of
an unimportant appendage. Even. H. G.
Wells, for all his conscious striving to be
fair, could not get rid of his European bias,
Pandit Nehru’s book is therefore something
needed badly not merely by Indian students,
but also by Indian historians. :

- Of course, in the last analysis, Pandit
Nehru’s work is more interesting as an
expression of his personal opinions, his likes
and dislikes, than as history. His thought is
deeply influenced by the agnostic radicalism
of mid-Victoriaa Liberals and Marxian ideo-
logy. And he is more or less a stranger to
the spirit of Indian culture. Undoubtedly;
his temperamental antipathy to philosophy
and religion makes it diffizult for him to
understand orevaluate Indian culture.Never-
theless, his work is of immanse valua to
Indian students, The book is daservadly
popular not merely in India but also in all

- English-speaking countries. No School or

College library can be com)plete without it.

* Copies can be had of RUPA & Co,, 15, Baukim Chandra Chatterjee St., College Square, Cal-
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