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UMBRELLA OVER MINISTERS

R. NEHRU is reported to have
made a fighting speech at the
All-India Congress Committee meet-
ing, chastising Congressmen who
seemed to have deviated from party
ideals. Here are some excerpts from
his speech.

“I consider communal unity as the
main plank of the Congress. If any
Congressman  believes that it can be
dispensed with, I will face him and
fight it out.”

“It (the Congress) is not an exchi-
sive preserve of any people. It is not a
static organisation. It is not a house
where Congressmen eor their close
friends alone can sit and talk.”

“I know the place of the Gandhi cap
which most of us have been wearing for

. the last 30 years. I have respeet for it,
but I do not make a fetish of it. What
is more important is not the eap, but
what is beneath it. I want any day
nrot the cap but brains. I want Khadi-
cap wearers to think.”

“The Congress needed ioday those
whe had respect for the organisation,
who were willing to make sacrifices for
it, and work zealously for building up
the country.”

These words of the Prime Minister
leave nothing to be desired in the
matter of bluntness. But they
leave the situation unchanged and
have to be added to other equally
outspoken utterances of Mr. Nehru
in the past that were theoretically
admirable but proved in practice to
be continually ineffective. The Prime
Minister's abhorrence of communa-
Ism cannot be improved for the
vigour and vehemence of itg language.
Yet it is a fact that many ministers
-quietly go on in their own way which
is the very reverse of the Prime
Minister’s. This is Darticularly the
‘case In Madras State where rampant

.. communalism is the rule in the actual
“running of the administration, what-

!

ever may be the platform utterances
of the ministers and the provisions
of the Constitution. The fact that
the general public know nothing of
what goes on in the departments is
what saves the ministers. Never
before was so little respect paid to
brains in the ordering of the affairs
of Government as has been the case
since the advent of the Congress
ministers. Most of the ministers
are saturated in an appalling
clannishness and know no other
standard. Their -clannishness is the
source of the bitterness and group
spirit that nowadays pervade the
Congress  organisation. It is not
enough if Mr. Nehruy analyses the
evils that abound in the Congress in
however spirited a fashion, while he
leaves things to g0 on as before. The
present degradation of the Congress
is due to ministers that are false to
Congress principles in spirit and are
really communalists in disguise.
These ministers have reduced the
Congress into an exclusive preserve
for themselves and their supporters,
abusing the power of office for
Srossly selfish  ends.  An unselfish
Congress minister has in fact become
the rarest of rare phenomena. Even
if Mr. Nehru's denunciation runs into
millions of words, it will not improve
matterg 50 long as debased men with-~
out scruples rule ag ministers in the
hame of the Congress. Popular dis-
Musionment with the Congress has
become complete, but, 1jzair regard for
the  Prime Minister continyes
:}ixabated. Mr. Nehru’s Popularity s
Co; gmrzlst’)sreﬁ §h1eldmg the unpopular

nisters today. Ap the

graver, therefore, is the responsibility



of the Prime Minister to withhold the
protection of his name from those
who do not deserve it and have
already taken a very unfair advan-
tage of it,

Aggressor Nation Complex

WRITING in the New York Times

Lewis Mumford observes that
tiie  Conference of Commonwealth
Prime Ministers in London will go
down in post-war history as the first
Fast-West meeting in which the
Indian statesman {Nehru) seized
leadership of the non-Communist
world. The United States, on the
ather hand, “threw its full weight
into the campaign to have the United
Nations brand China as ap aggressor
nation”, but the West “at once reacted
fo the peril, implicit in recent Ame-
rican policy, of all-out war in the
Far East”. 1 the light of these
words of Mumford, the action of the
Political Committee of the U. N. will
mean all-out war in the Far East ang
loss by Nehru of the world leadership
for which he made g bid in London.
A} one time there was talk of a rift
between U, S. and U. K. over the

branding of China ag aggressor, but
most of Nehru’s sometime allies have
been won over tg U.S. by the
superior attractions of American aid
in a world of depressing shortages.
After the action of the Political com-
mittee the next move of the U. N, will
be to back the restoration of Chiang
Kai-shek to power in China, ang
attack Stalin himself ijp his own
stronghold. Euygene Lyons who lived
long in Russia, writes in the American
Press, thus: “Morals aside, the stance
of neutrality is fatal in termg of the
psychological warfare to which more
and more American minds are turn.
ing. Such warfare is meaningless
unless it is  geared to 2 crusading
determination, a solemn Pledge, to
pelp the subjugated peoples—incl,ud-
mg those in the U, s, S. R. to throw
off their yoke. .. -The only policy goal
that has any relevance for the captive
Populations would pe a commitment
to p‘romote the destruction of Com-
n.mnlst power and thereby the libera-
tion of its vietims» Neutrality has
3one to the winds. Nehru’s bolicy hag
logt us American goodwil] without
gaining Soviet friendship. Pakistan
has done better by results, '
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wound to happen. Baut the yogic
trance is as well-established a fact as
the hibernation of the polar bear.
The comparison implies no glisrespect ;
for the difference is all-important.
The bear is but a passive instrument
in the hands of Nature, whereas the
yogi goes out exploring' .yhe
self with its infinite potentialities.
That a particular discipline enables
him to inhibit his own breathing or
live without oxygen for weeks on end
may legitimately be regarded as thp
first milestone in that quest. But it
is very far indeed from journey’s end.
» » L

It-is a commonplace that modern
man does not know how to use the
leisure, to gain which he has made so
many sacrifices. Likewise the yogi,
who has succeeded in shutting out
the world with its distractions, may
wmerely linger in that pleasant lobby
where the mind lies drugged,
taking a holiday from responsi-
bility very much as the smoker of
hashish does. For, if he were to cross
the threshold into that deeper self
where the intelligence takes charge
there would be no resting for him, no
dalliance by the wayside. He must
climb resolutely the spiral of discovery
and can lighten his passage only by
discarding the entire load of illusions.

* * *

Apart from the probability that
there are many levels of experience,
the trance state itself would seem take
en the insubstantiality of a dream
when the yogi returns to normal con-
sciousness. And the practice of yoga
at the lower levels brings about no
ethical transformation. Such siddhis
as the aspirant may have gained may
in the circumstances prove a
snare to himself or a nuisance to
others. In either case they must
bring yoga itself into undeserved
odium. It is one thing to test your
own progress in the solitude of the
forest or in the company of one or
two sympathetic and understanding
souls. It is a very different matter
to collect a gaping crowd which treats
the thaumaturge and the tight rope
walker with the same anxious un-
concern.,

» L] .

It may be said that public demons- |

trations of such extraordinary powers

have their own value for the common
man who feels more and more like &
rat in a hole that has been stopped;
they hint a way of escape into the
larger life. - But all propaganda
involves an over-simplification and
this can be particularly harmful to the
inner life. The vulgar mind is every-
where only too ready to swallow
miracles, be they faked or real. And
it dreads nothing more than authen-
tic experience. Science and the
psychic alike confirm it in its truancy.
But all the time there is at the back
of that commonplace mind the dreary
feeling that you cannot cheat Death.
* * >

Like the man suffering from astig-
matism we see two false worlds at the
same time but not the one real world
of which they are broken images.
We are aware of the world of
the senses and we can conceive the
world of the spirit. And we imagine
they are connected only through the
trap-door of Death. But we forget
that every time we shut our eyes we
die to the world of light and ecolour,
even as the yogi risen from trance
finds every time the form and pressure
of waking life as insistent and
exclusive as ever. Why then should
we think of Death as unique and
ineluctable, seeing that Life is ever
chasing it round the corner?

L ] * L ]

The Upanishad indulges in a plea-
sant faney when it says that the eyes
and the ears and the other organs of
Sense were on purpose made by
Brahma to open outward: Paraanchi-
khaani Vyathrnathswayambhooh. But
when the. inward eye is at work we
abstract ourselves no less completely
from external reality, though the poet,
who has once seen daffodils in their
glory may truthfully affirm,

They flash upon that inward eye

Which is the bliss of solitude.

It were blasphemy to brophesy confi-
dently of the Creative Purpose. Byt
is it incencelvable that the refinement
pf the clod un which the Divine Artist
1s ceaselessly at work may redeem man
In time from partial knowledge by the
gl'ft of universal consciousness? He
will then €nter upon his kingdom—
the C{rcle whose centre ig everywhere
and circumference nowhere,

VIGHNESWARA.
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LONDON LETTER: By HARRY HEAP

NAMING CHINA AS AGGRESSOR:
RIFT BETWEEN U.K. AND U.S.

THE apparent rift between America
and Britain over Korea and
China is likely to be closed before very
long. In Britain there has perhaps
been too much weight put upon that
part of the American resolution to the
United Nations which calls for action
of some kind after naming China as
an aggressor. In America it has per-
haps not been realised that Britain is
fully agreed that China should be
named an aggressor. In reading
American press comment, I see no
signs that America is not prepared to
hold back from any demands for
action, so long as China is named as
an aggressor. And what else is China
in Korea but an aggressor? Look at
it from the American point of view.
The great majority of the United
Nations gave the name of aggressor
to North Korea. India joined in this
condemnation. The United States
have borne the brunt of the fighting
in Korea and now see China acting in
a way similar to that of North Korea.
A cease fire at the 38th Parallel was
offered, but China has not accepted
it. If China is not named as the
aggressor, then the United States
might well ask what they are doing
in Korea on behalf of the TUnited
Nations. And there is the feeling
that some sections of the United
Nations were ready to nominate g
small country aggressor but will not
do the same when a large power is
the offender. Even if the United
Nations agree to withdraw their forces
from Korea, as two-thirds of American
public opinion seems to wish, there
should be no hesitation in saying
that China is in the wrong. If China
is not, then the United Nations must
be! And they must have been in the
initial resistance which they offered

_against the North Koreans.

In considering the proposals sub-

mitted by China for a settlement of

the problem, and of other Far Eastern
issues, one point should, I think, be
noticed. China is suggesting a seven-
power conference, But look at the
seven powers nominated. They are
Soviet Russia, China, Egypt and India,
all of whom, on present indications,
would vote the same way as China on
Far Eastern issues, such as Formosa
and the recognition of the new China
in the United Nations. The other
three are the United States, France
and Great Britain. The Chinese are
making sure of a majority in these
discussions before they begin.

One other point should be mention-
ed on the Korean situation. There is
some comment on Britain’s attitude,
likening it to the days of Munich in
1938. There is one great difference
between Britain’s attitude today and
her Munich attitude. In 1938 we had
not realised, at least most of us had
not, the full dangers of appeasement.
Today we do, and it is not in any sense-
of appeasement that Britain would
exercise caution in dealing with China.
Rather is it a question of strategy. The
issue is very largely one of deciding
whether the best way to contain Com-
munism is by concentrating on the
East or the West. The world today
cannot be that ot the Kipling theme,
“East is East and West is West.” Both
East and West must realise that we
are living in Wendell Wilkie’s One:
World and that when America or
Britain is concerned with what
happens in the East, it is not because
they are inferfering with the Eastern
countries, but because the defence of
the world outside the Iron Curtain
might be from the East as well as the
West. It is strtange that the democrae
cles are sometimeg condemned
what is called thejr interference rg
Eastern affairs. et Soviet Russia
Seems o escape that condemnation,
Britain is criticised for Colonialism_



yet what about Russia? In five years
since the war ended, the Russians
have added 179,954 sguare miles and
21,762,684 inhabitants to their empire
and exerted direct control over five
govereign Rurcpean States. This leaves
out Eastern Germany and China.

These figures are quoted from an
tmpaortant new book, “Policy for the
West,” by Barbara Ward, one of Bri-
t2in’s outstanding minds. The book is
published in the Penguin series and
gives both a clear analysis ol Soviet
Russia’s likely aims and the means the
West must use to keep peace. Very
briefty, and without doing full credit
to this remarkable book, Miss Ward
suggests that Communism will take
full advantage of any crisis or weak-
ness amongst the demoeracies, to ex-
vand her influence. On the other
kangd, following Marxian theory,
Russia is also likely to bhe against
waging war, as this might lead to that
destruction of both Communist and
democratic society which Marx fore-
cagt as a possible danger. So the
atrength of the democracies lies in
their unity and in their demonstrating
that they have the will and strength
to resist any attempt on the part of
Russia to force the issue by armed
strength.

There is a lesson in this for all
democratic countries. Whilst there
can be divisions within the group on
inessentials, there must always be a
fundamental unity of purpose. It is
not endugh for this to be known to
the democracies themselves; it must
be clear to all outside their circle, so

that there can be mno misunder-
standing.

The lighter side of the  United
Nations’ news this week has heen the
consideration of the venue of the next

meeting-place of the Assembly. Paris

:.zd Geneva appear to have said that

ey do not want the meeting to be

held in those cities, full of traditions
of international assemblies though
they be. So the spotlight has turnes
on to & British alternative, the mill-
workers’ paradise, Blackpool. London
will be gver-full with visitors to the
Festival of Brifain, but Blackpool has
sald that she can and would accom-
modate the United Nationy Assembly
if required. The outstanding diffi-
cully, at least, the one which has
been made publie, is Blackpaols
shortage of hathrooms! The United
Nations’ delegates will require 2t least
500 raoms with private bathrooms, and
Blackpool hotel and boarding-house
keepers aré not used to providing
such luxuries to their weekly visitors
from the North of England. You see,
there is still the tradition in the
North that one bath a week is plenty,
and Friday night is still bath night.
There is no doubt that Blackpool
could supply the necessary rooms for
meetings and sleeping, if not for
daily ablutions, but there ig also a
doubt as to whether delegates who
ere used to the refined menus of New
York or Paris or Geneva, will Bbe
satisfied with the more homely, but
none the less nuiritious, potato ple,
hot-pot and fish and chips. As one
who is on the spot, I think that it is
very unlikely that the next meeting
of the Assembly will be at Blackpool.
It would mean closing a number of
the leading places of entertainment
in July, the height of Blackpaol's
holiday season, and I doubt if the
possibility of losing her regular holi-
cay visitors would be compensated by
even the million pounds which, it is
estimated, the meeting of the Assem-
bly would mean to Blackpool.
Although, as has been said elsewhere,
it might do the United Nationy' dele-
gates some good o come down to
earth, or, as Blackpoolians would nput
it, down to the sands)

Foleg pbes e 2t the star of 104, the American Telephone and

40,709,398 hps

; - The TUnited Stales, with o total
With BATITp te g;ztff% s:i:‘g.nber' The Unifed Kingdom 1is second

of

SECRETS OF RED CHINA-III

MEN AROUND MAO

By EMILY HAHN

ERO-WORSHIPPERS will disagree

with me; but in my opinion the
key question to ask about a leader,
any leader, is: “Who are his
advisers?”

Mao Tse-tung has not risen from
being a farmer’s son to being the
ruler of China simply by astuteness,
and ruthlessness, and self-confidence
and ability to inspire confidence in
other people—though he has all
those qualities in abundance. His
rise has been made possible, and his
present enjoyment of power is main-
tained, by two remarkable collabora-
tors.

They are as important to Mao as
Goering and Goebbels were to Hitler.

One of them is named CHU TEH
{which is pronounced Joo Duh). Hels
Mao’s Commander-in-chief—a mili-
tary expert who has even earned an
occasional compliment from other
military experts.

The other is CHOU EN LAI (which
is pronounced Joe Un lie). He is a
military man, teo; but his real skill
is in personal relations. He is what
Americans would call the “smoothie”
of the Chinese Communist Party.

" Both these men have been friends
of Mao since 1924. They have been
through bloadshed and starvation to-~
gether; they have engaged together
in the giant gamble ¢f Chinese revo-
lutionary politics, where no man lives
to miscalculate twice, Rach of them
deserves the closest scrutiny., Next
to Mao himself, these two men hold
the secret of Red China’s future.

Chu Teh is possibly ten years alder
than Mao, cerfainly eight; this would
make him 65 at least. His father
was a rich landowner in Szechuan, a
province in the far west of China.
Untll the Chinese Nationalists moved
their capital west to Chungking,
Szechuan was an area that was con-
sidered remote and mysterious even

by sea-coast Chinese themselves.

Szechuan is a backward part of the
world. Opium was grown there
copenly, in spite of the law, and many
of the inhabitants smoked it
regvlarly.

Chu Teh was a lively buy with a

taste for army life. So his family
sent him fo Yunnan Military Aca~
deray, in the province just south of
Szechuan. From the academy he
went into the army as a professional
solaier.
- The Chinese have no caste system:;
their aristocracy is founded, as im
America, on wealth. But a rich younge
rean like. Chu Teh was as much
superior to a coolie as any Brahmin.
When he had reached the rank of
brigadier-general he was givenr a soft
job as Provincial Commissioner of
Finance in Yunnan.

‘Bigamist’

When he relates the story of his
life in those days, Chu Teh is very
like any other convert; he dilates om
the wicked dissipations in which he
used to indulge. According to him,
he was a peculator, a bigamist and,
of course, a smoker of opium.

Mind you, in all these he was noth~
ing out of the ordinary in Yunnan.
To dip inte the public funds wasg
average behaviour. To own more
than one wife was common enough,
too (I cannot believe that every
Chinese Communist, even to-day, is a
Dassionate monogamist), As for
oplum-smoking—well, the habit ig
certeinly not conducive (o iniliative
but it is far easiér to break thanm
habitval drinking. So that while we
may award Chu Teh full marks for
having given up all these un-English
habits, he was not perhaps quite
such an abandoned sipner as he o~
day paints himself.

What made him chan
ge?  There
may have been some sharp personat
reason; but ke himself says that it
was because he began to read. This



]
was about the time of the 1911 Revo-.
Iution, which brought down the
Chinese Empire and let loose a flood
of new ideas in China.

These new ideas brought Chu Teh
to & momentous decision. He left his
wives and concubines, he gave up his
job as Finance Commissioner, he
went to Shanghai. and he stopped
smol_(ing opium. (It takes a month
Or six weeks to get over the craving
for opium if you cut it off sharp).

In Germany

Instead of opium he took up Socia-
lism. He went to Germany, as a pro-
f'es;;ional soldier might. Later he
lived for a while in France. Then he
went to Russia (by this time 1917 was
past, and the Communists were in
power). In Moscow he became a stu-
gint at the Eastern Toilers’ Univer-

y.

And then he came back to China.
He was a trained Communist: he was
a4 member of the Party; he was a
dedicated man.

On_ his return he blended his Com-
munism and his military knowledge
to ipund a Communist community of
his own--by refusing to pay taxes, by
» seizmg_land and redistributing it, by

:gglc;ym% ftorce against any who

atened it. He built i
army of his own. up @ private

Then, in 1928, he joi i

» , joined up with
Mao. From that date onwards it has
?een Chu Teh who has been in mili-
ary control of Mao's forces, a fact
worth remembering.

mclf;;ereh’s stubby-featured face has

rriding! of bepevolence about it; but

volentmarl;gthtmii par:\i:ularly e
. m. an auste

gzx;;;r‘x’umst he now has one wife onlr;

_ er, he is still attractive to wo-
n. Perhaps generals always are,

The Agitator

Now turn to the thir
] d man i
Mao tnangle-—Chou En Lati:gm i the

-_g;zounis about the same age as Mao
and 'edugatv;?isat?‘;\;n oy, R o

a : 3 ’
university in Tien?sl;f:’ at tomary

At th i-
versity he way that familiar tygeutr;xle

stqdent agitator. It is not
Chmese governments regarg gﬁitgx?t'
par.tlc,ular tolerance; ang Cho y
g)kgl:erslttill a student, collected a pr‘il:
ence i
on sente riOt(‘Jf 12 months for taking
When he came out o i
was sent to study in Ffraﬁ:l:(m ge
loined in Marxist  activities .the :
tqo; and when the French Com .
nist Party was created in 1920 Crkrlm_
was ‘Fhere at the foundation m,eetir? y
11{51 did not return to China untii 192gil
tae year before Chu Teh ret
from Moscow). umed
In 1924, the Chinese
Pz}rty was still allied to Chiang’s K
rrpntang and the Communist Interuo-
gﬁga} \Aizias ‘?rchestrating both of thgrar‘;
u’s first job when h ‘
as thg secretary of the 50%?23-13;2; ore
ed Military Academy at Wham}s)%lr:

From here he wag given mili
I milit,
In the National army, oY rank

He has been a leadin unis

) g Communi
fgnctlonary all the time since 1924t
His association with Mao began m

that year, and i
¥ it has grown closer and

Communist

. _Chou 1s by far the easiest of the Mao
Tréagegghienfor‘ ta£1 Westerner to geal with
With, he is a mission- !
boy and a mission—universit?;o;:ghgid'
speaks verfeet English and per'fecz
Ffrfen(:h. When you talk to him you
g{eu the impression that he wunder-
stands what you are saying as clearl
as an Englishman would, v

Wife In Jail

It is because of thig th
at Ma
.Créu‘Teh' tend to use Choy asotggicxl'
tin exmgdlary whenever they have to-
Heal. with Englishmepn or Americans.
i oeo::ls ;m un%fﬁcial ambassador, ang a
: ne. e is calm, quick'-
with easy, westernised mannersv.Vi tted

His wife is no beauty. Sh
. - . . e
g;esr};?;ré ’ mission-student, Iikewa;e:
ousband; and she wag arrested in the
e no‘y as he was. Like him
Went to jail for it. She hag anét;he
claim to Communist, celebrity; for sls:

took part in t
right e he Long March.—Copy-~
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GOOD-BYE, MR. MERCHANT

By S. KRISHNIAH

ELIEVE me, Chepauk holds the

warld record. Never in the annals
of cricket test matches—official or un-
official—has the captain of the home
side been so systematically and per-
sistently barracked and boo-ed as was
Viiay Merchant on the fourth day’s
play azainst the Commonwealth feam
in the matech recently concluded. The
newsnaners tacitly attributed these
recurrent plansent ululations to the
captain’s refusal of a rose garland
and ecave occasion for Merchant to
moralize on the aesthetics of specta-
tors conferring their aecolades on
deserving players right in the adytum
petwixt stumps. A small boy, much
younger than Mark Antony, ran into
the ground with a garland which,
Caesar-like, Merchant did thrice
refuse....wisely. For how can he
accept' this signal token of irony and
allow himself to be bloom-cinctured?
Since when has cricket in India sunk
to such depths of degradation that a
No. 1 batsman has to be garlanded for
scoring a meagre fifty? The garland
was the last straw that touched off
the jrate thirty-thousand and made it
belch its fierce resentment against
this anoited leader of Indian cricket
who had shown the sporting Madras
crowd his dearth of vision and paucity
of enterprise so clearly that the galle-
ries were able to forecast that the
tame counclusion of the match would
sully the fair record of the ground. No
wonder raucons shouts of ‘Bowled,’
‘Have-you-seen-Amarnath,” ‘Get-out-
Merchant’ soared deliriously to the
gkies in maddening volume making
the feline Frankie contort with an
uncontrollabie laughter which almost
prevented him from bowling.

. Merchant’s comeback has been
nothing but an overdose of provincia-
lism injected intravenously into
Indian cricket. His narrow parochial
spirit has gone so far that it has
nauseated even players supposedly
under his tutelage. I have on good
authority the fact that the rumour

that Hazare and Phadkar were not to
play the Madras ‘test’ was not base~
less. Thanks to the Machiavellian
diplomacy of Anthony De Mello we
were able to see these stalwaris again
in action. What has happened to
Adhikari’s shoulder trouble while
scoring a century in the Ranji Trophy
mateh?

In this mean-spirited, lean-witted
morass of cricket politics was drowned
Alva. I hold no brief for Alva. I de
not think by any stretch of imagina-
tion Alva can be called a bowler or
batsman of international standard;
but cne must bear in mind that
geniuses like C. K., Amarsingh and
Amarnath are rare. Alva is young
and he might one day attain inter-
national standard; or he might not.
But the least that he deserves is a
fair trial. In Bombay he took the
wickets of three good batsmen in
spite of having been sadly under-
bowled in short spells. In Madras
while Mushtag, who never had aspi-
rations in the art of hurling the
leather, was given a spell of three
overs, Alva was expected 1o work
miracles in twelve balls during each of
the three times he came to the firing
line. Was Merchant afraid Alva might
capture a wicket? Would that
depraved genius, Amarnath, have
handled a new howler like that?
Wouldn’t he have talked to him, set
his field for him, rearranged it after
some time, given a few tips after every
over, in short made the howler give of
his very best? ' ;

To put it mildly: Merchant’s cap-
taincy was peurile, his tactics defeatist
and strategy as if dictated by a lepo-
vine wisdom. He had neither confi-
dence in himself nor confidence in his
players. All the time he was at ses,
nervous, restless, lugubrious and
attempting to do desperate things
when the situation called for normat
offensive tactics. Never during the
five days did he attempt to take the
geme in his own hands and force the



issue except during the last few
minutes of the last day when his all-
out assault appeared clownish.

Many in Madras would remember
the field set by Amarnath when the
record-breaking wonder-batsman from
the Carribean, Everton Weekes, stroil-
ed casually down the pavilion steps
and ‘ambled to the pitch. The West
Indies were right on top; but Amar-
nath, like a true captain, was endea-
vouring to wrest the initiative and had
a ring of seven close-in fieldsmen
while Choudhry attacked. I could not
believe my eyes then and I blinked
trying to clear cob-webs from my
carnea but there they were, seven of
them, bunched round the century-
maker. That was captaincy. That
was cricket. That showed the will to
win and the will to fight back what-
ever the odds.

Many a penless Neville Cardus has
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¢ Caloutta-18.

remarked that the third ‘test’ at
Calcutta was drawn to the slow scor-
ing of Hazare. Then why did not
Merchant send C. 8. or Mankad
instead of Hazare when Umrigar was
out in the second innings and Mer-
chant well-set? Was it not this un-
fortunate adherence to the batting
order that brought Indig defeat in the
second  ‘test’ at, Bombay? When
Musntaq, Umrigar, and Hazare started
the procession back to the pavilion
in that match why was not C, S,, the
only experienced hitter of the side,
sent in an attempt to stem the batt-
ing collapse? Why did the captain
ratify the batting order ag it it were
an irrevocable document signed and
scaled? A friend of mine, a man of
vitriolic humour, remarked that Mer-
chant has a bowling order too which
he follows closely!

It was D. R. Jardine who remarked
that although good captainey alone
never won a match yet it wag the
fundamental necessity for any teams
to win in representative cricket. And
he proved it. Merchant has proved
the converse of this, namely that had
captaincy invariably brings defeat
Credit redounds on Hazare, Umrigaz.f
and Phadkar for the drawn gamesg,

At 'the risk of soundin un

I must say that the Co%nmgr?;?:gﬁ
team deserved victory in Chepauk,
Not because they were the better side
would I fain give them victory but
because they bared their fangs ang
fought—and fought like one man
Players from three differen '
ten white men under the ¢
a black man, produced
homogeneous unit that
shamed the higher-ups
cricketing circles, their na
ed outlook and ch
tions.

Why was C. 8, Nayudu n
in.the second innings, may (I)tasgolexe:
Spinner’s wicket? Wag it be’cause
Merchant forgot, about it op was it
because Bombay did not, like Bengal

especially when it had
B 4 southerm

must have
In  Indian

IrOwW-mind-
€2p parochial inten-

Good-bye, Mr. Mereh
it produce b ant, Crlcket‘if

spirit; but yoy have

FREE RAILWAY PASSES FOR
PARLIAMENT MEMBERS

By H. RANGACHAR

A recent news item in The Hindu
- mstated that the Government of
India “are considering a proposal to
give every Member of Parliament a
first class railway pass valid all over
India throughout the year.” If the
Members travelled by air, they would
be entitled to actual air fare for such
journeys. The proposal requires a
very careful consideration, in view of
its financial and other implications.

It will not be without some interest
to review the position in this respect
. in other countries abroad. In Great
Britain, Members of Parliament were
allowed free first class travelling faci-
lities to and from their constituen-
cies; since 1945, this facility has been
extended to include travel to and
from their homes while the House is
sitting. In the U. S. A. the Members
of Congress get an allowance called
mileage at a fixed rate per mile for
travelling expenses for one journey to
and from Washington. Prior to 1887,
the legislators used to get free passes
from the various railroads. As
observed by Bryce in his American
Commonwealth, “the abuse on this
head had grown so serious that the
bestowal of passes was forbidden (on
inter-state lines) by Federal statute
in 1887 and is now forbidden by the
constitutions of many States.” In
Australia, Members of the legislative
Assemblies of several States receive
free passes on the respective Gov-
ernment railways. The system of free
passes for legislators obtains in some
countries on the Continent of Europe
such as Belgium, Denmark, Germany
in pre-war days, Rumania, ete. Thus,
the system prevalent in most coun-
tries is to pay travelling expenses to
Members at a fixed rate while in
some countries railway passes are
also allowed. In India, the former
system is in force and Members are
allowed one and three-fitths first
class rajlway fare. It is not known
why a change in the existing system
is now contemplated.

The U. 8. A. is the only counfry

where issue of free passes for legisla-
tors is statutorily forbidden. This
was due in a large measure to the
dominant role the railroads played in
the politics of the country and the
corruption and undue influence
which they were able to exercise im
thase days.

The proposal under contempla-
tion is to grant a free railway pass
available all over India throughous
the year. The implication is that the
Members will be able to travel from
anywhere to anywhere, as many
times as they please, whether on duty
or for private purposes. The facili-
ties proposed are far more extensive
in scope and liberal than in other
countries, where the passes are sub-
ject to limitations of various kinds.
Thus in Great Britain, Members are
given vouchers for first class travel
between definite places, that is, bet-
ween London and their constituencies
and London and their homes when-
the Parliament is in session. These
vouchers must not be used for any
other travel. In Belgium, passes are
allowed between the residence of the
Member and the Capital. In Spain,
years. ago, the Deputies who were
.paid no salaries were given a railway
ticket for a travel of 2480 miles. Den-
mark was the only country where
legislators were given second class
passes; first class passes are however
the rule now in all countries.

Financial Implications

It is not known if the railways will
be paid for the journey covered by the
free passes and if so at what rate. As
they are commercial concerns and
should continue to work as such even
after nationalisation, it is absolutely
necessary that they should receive due
charges for the journeys performed
on them. In the case of unrestricted
free passes like those contemplated,
the fares due will have to be calcu~
lated on a basis similar to that on
whith season ticket charges are com-
puted, though the position 18 com-
plicated in the former by the 10“.}"7




neys not being limited to definite
staticns. In this case, therefore, the
charges will have to be fixed on the
basis of average distance arrived at
by taking into consideration the long-
est and other likely journeys into
account. The option to travel by air
is also given. As a lump sum pay-
ment for a general pass has to be
made {o the railways, it will mean
that for such air journeys the State
will have to bear charges both by rail
and air.

At present, this facility seems to be
contemplated in respect of Members
of the Central Legislature. The same
will naturally have to be extended to
Members of States’ legislatures also,
at least as far as the limits of the
States are concerned. Some States
have now nationalised their road
transport and similar facilities will
have to be made available on these
also. The principle will have to
apply to air and shipping lines as and
when these become nationalised. The
amount payable to railways alone
will be a very “sizable” one, even
taking into credit the first class fare
that is being paid now. The financial
implications of the proposal are far-
reaching and require the most care-
Tul consideration.

There will be many difficulties in
working a system of unrestricted
standing free passes ag now pro-
posed.. A satisfactory method of
Tecording and accounting for each
journey is difficult to enforce, If, as is
likely, the passes are available only
on  duty, there is no satisfactory

means of ascertaining whether each
journey performed is on duty or not.
There is the danger that the un-
resiricted standing pass is capable
of being abused. It is not intended
to cast any reflection on our legisla-
tors. The experience of other coun-
tries has shown that the grant of un-
restricted  free passes is sometimes
abused, as in the case in Italy years
2g0. Anyway, a system should be
such as not to lend itself to abuse.
In the system now contemplated,
there is no satisfactory metrod of
effectively preventing abuse, even if
it be widespread.

There can be no objection on prin-
ciple to the grant of free pass facili-
ties to legislators for journeys on duty.
The needs of democracy no doubt
require close and constant contacts
between the Members and their con-
stituencies and facilities by way of
free passes for such travel for which
the State should pay, are justifiable.
It is not necessary to have the sys-
tem of unrestricted passes, as now
proposed, to provide these facilities to
the Members of Parliament, The
cbjective in view can be adequately
met by defining clearly the journeys
permitted and supplying the Mem-
bers with vouchers or mileage
coupons which should be exchanged
foy tickets at the railway stationa
prior to the commencement of each
Journey. This system enables each
journey to be recorded and account-
ed for and is more suited for the pur-

poses in view than the system of un-
restricted free passes.

- HO-CHI-MINH, LEADER OF
VIET-MINH

By DAVID INGBER

N the past five years Viet Nam has
‘L peen in and out of the news, and
in recent months very much in. On
January 30th, 1950, peaceless South-
East Asia was further perturbed by
Russia’s recognition of the rebel Ho-
Chi-Minh Government. Within a few
days the Soviet satellites followed su}t.
On February 7th Britain and the Unit-
ed States recognised the rival Bao-
Dai Government. Originally a local
colonial conflict, the war in Viet Nam
has blossomed into a world issue. The
Vietnamese tragedy has been through-
out synonymous with two men: Bao-
Dai and Ho-Chi-Minh. Of these two
o is the better equipped, the more
ruthless and the more redoubtable.
Time will tell which of the two prota-
gonists will win the last round. So
far time has sided with Ho. The rebel
leader is a gaunt and ascetic figure,
with a high domed forehead and a
wisp of straggly beard. His appearance
suggests the elderly scholar rather
than the lifelong revolutionary. In
happier times he might, perhaps, have
embraced a less exciting career. 'The
fates willed it otherwise. Thus he
grew into the Ho he is: a foremost
Far-Eastern firebrand and a thorn in
the flesh of France.

Born January 15th 1894, in a small
village of the Vinh province in North
Annam, his real name was Nguyen
Tat Tan, which he later changed to
Nguyen Ai-Quoc and finally to Ho-
Chi-Minh. At eighteen he became a
sailor, spent some time in the United
States and Britain, settling in France
in 1919. Sailing was evidently not his
calling, for he took to the more grati-
fying pursuit of politics. Western
Europe was to him the first stage in
a life~-time of conspiring in exile. Ho's
political career began an November 1st
1920, with his attendence of the
French Socialist Party Congress in
Tours as Indo-Chinese delegate. A
split occurred over the motion for
affiliation to the Third International.
When the Left-Wing extremists
seceded to form the French Commu-

nist Party Ho was among the first to
join them. The student of revolutions
had found his raison d’etre.

From that moment he devoted all
his energies to the new party, inspired
by a tfanatical belief in the cause,
augmenting his meagre income by his
pen. Subsequent events revealed an
imaginative mind at work. A member
of the Third International, Ho played
an active part in the Communist
Federation of Gréater Paris, contribut-
ing a series of articles to the paper
Le Libertaire. In 1922 he founded his:
own journal Le Paria, denounced
imperialism as the source of all evil,
and hawked his paper on the Paris
streets. In 1923 he journeyed to
Russia as delegate to the Communist
International Peasants’ Congress.
There he stayed for the next three
years studying Communist ethics and
the Marxist way of life. Virtue is its
own reward. In 1926 a highly trained
Ho appeared in Canton as assistant to
Michael Borodin—Russia’s “Grey
Eminence” in Southern China and:
chief adviser to the Kuomintang.
The Chinese Nationalist-Communist
“honeymoon” was then at its height.
In Canton Ho gave proof of an orga-
nising ability that was to take him:
far in the Soviet hierarchy. Ostensibly
a translator at the Russian Consulate,
his actual task was to create a Com-
munist Party from among Annamites.
abroad. The result was the “Viet-
Nam-Cach-Menh-Tpan-Neihn-Ho” or
“Young  Annamite Revolutionary
League.” For a while all went accord-
ing to plan. But not for long. In
1927 the felicitous “honeymoon” ended
abruptly in a “crime Passionel”.
Chiang Kai-shek declared war on his
Communist partners, the versatile
Borodin packed up for home leaving
his promising assistant to be packed
off to jail.

He was not deterred by this first
setback. On his release he left inhos-
pitable Canton.to carry on the good
fight elsewhere. For years thereafter
he became a globe-trotter, vistting;



Malaya, Hong Kong, Russia and
Siam. During all that time he wag
Nguyen Ai-Quoc (Nguyen the Patriot),
an elusive mystery man, constantly
engaged in plotting behind the scenes
and regularly in and out of prison.
The fruits of his labours were soon
to be gathered. In 1931 his party—
now known as the “Dong-Duong-
Cong-San-Bang,” or Indo-Chinese
Communist Party—caused widespread
riots in Tonking. Faced with a seri-
ous challenge, FPrench repression was
swift and severe. The party was ban-
ned, its leadership dissolved, and. Ho,
becoming once more a fugitive, sought
sanctuary in Hong Xong. Therc he
resumed his usual machinations. But
for once the British authorities were
not amused. A warrant for his arrest
led to a conviction for conspiracy and
six months in Hong Kong gaol. Hav-
ing served his term Ho retired from
public life, and returning to Russia
let the news of his death be spread
abroad. But in 1940 a familiar figure
was back in Southern China. 'This
time it called itself Ho-Chi-Minh. This
time it had come to stay.

Then came the Mikado’s war and
with it the awakening of Asia,
Japan’s aggression was more than a
military cataclysm. It was also a
social revolution which released the
long-dormant undercurrents of g
potent Nationalism. In the summer
of 1945 the pre-war established order
was on the way out. New forces were
at work. New names made headline
news: Nehru, Jinnah, Soekarno,
U Aung San. In 1942 a Nationalist but
Communist controlled %ndependence
movement had emerged in Viet Ngm:
the “Viet—Nam—Doc—Lap-Dopg-M}nh_
Hoi” better known as “V,xet Minh”
(Vietnamese Front). Japan’s co]laps'e
had left a political vacuum. T%ns
enabled Viet Minh to assume the reins
of government in Tonking and fﬁnnaltn.
On August 28th 1945, it proclaimed in
Hue the “Democratic Republic of Viet
Nam” with Ho-Chi-Minh as President,
When on that day its red flag with
yellow 3tar went up it was no mere
will-o’-the wisp. It mgmﬁed the end
of an era. The first eight months of
Ho’s administration were rich in stag-
gering developments. They afforded
. an object lesson in how a ruthless mi-

nority can conquer a powerless majo-
rity. When this convincing “demon-
stration” was over Viet Minh reigned
supreme in Viet Nam, It had set up a
Communist dominated dictatorship
complete with arbitrary arrests, poli-
tical persecution and a rubber-stamp
National Assembly. In March 1946
France recognised Viet Nam as «a
free State within the Indo-Chinese
Federation and the French Union.”
Talks were to be held for a treaty
settling all outstanding problems, pri-
marily the thorny question of Cochin-
China. But Ho and his Jacobins had
other plans. To them a free Viet
Nam meant a “People’s Republic”
including Cochin-China, divorced
from France and freed of ajt French-
men. It was in this spirit that two
conferences took place, one at Dalat,
the other at Fontainebleuy, It was
this Spirit, too, that led ultimately to
the Hanoi massacre in December 1546,
to the hardships and miseries of g

five-year war of which no end is yet
in sight,

Meanwhile, the division of Viet, Nam
into two antagonistic halves resem-
bles in many ways the partition ot
Korea before the outbreak of hostiji-

ties. The fearful concomitants of
such a state of affai

to require elaboration
only added significz.
the Korean tragedy.
trial of strength between Communism
and the free world, Indo-Ching may
be the next gn the list. The cogency
of Phis assumption is borpe out by
Various reports op Ho-Chi-Minh
}\*hose DeTson is once again shroudeci
In mystery. According to some Ho
fan now count on more active sup-
port from Mag Tze-Tung and Russia,
Others suggest that he has ceageq to
be head of the Viet Minh Government
to bgcorpe leader of ap Communist
parties in § . Asia, Whether these

In the global
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FOOD CRISIS IN INDIA

By Major V. KRISHNA ROW

HE food officials of all the Provin-

ces and States in the Indian
Union met at Bombay, during the
second week of December. The Cpn—
ference reviewed the whole food situ-
ation, which has become very acute.
Since the U. N. Conference on foqd
and agriculture met at Hotsprings in
1943, it has been repeatedly stressed
that food.production in the East has
been steadily declining and that the
situation needs careful vigilance and
care on the part of the Governmen@s.
The F. A. O. has time and again
stressed “that the whole Far Egst
faces the formidable task of proyld—
ing food for its growing population.
And that there will be much hunger
and continued pressure on the wo_rld
market for rice and other grains,
until a substantial increase in food
production in the Orient is assured”.
On behalf of the U. N. F. A, O.' tvg/o
roving Commissions visited India in
1946, headed by H. Hoover and Theo-~
dore Schultz. Later, Lord Boyd Orr
in 1949 came on special invitation and
made recommendations. But in spite
of all this, our food position has been
steadily growing worse, till the people
have become accustomed to chronic
starvation diet, in this land of agri-

. culture.

In India, a number of committees
were appointed by the Central Gov-
ernment to advise them on the food
front, and these have submitted
their reports. Among these might be
mentloned the report of the Gregory
Committee (1943) on foodgrains
policy; Dr. Burns’ special investiga-
tion and report on the technological
possibilities of agricultural develop-
ment in India in 1944; Butler’s report
on the monopoly of purchase of faod-
stuffs by the Government:; the report
of the Sir Purushothamdas Thakurdas
Committee in 1947 on foodgraing
policy; and the report of Mr., Tirumal
Rao’s committee on foodgrains in
1949-50. Apart from these there have
been innumerable conferences, India

_has been represented in all the F. A. O,

conferences. Her delegations have gone
with a beggar’s bowl. Our fooq situa-
tion .became so deteriorated that at
last our Prime Minister came out with

his call of self-sufficiency of food by
the end of 1951.

Mahatma Gandhi in 1946 drew 2
8-points food programme. This was
elaborated into a 15-point food pro-
gramme by the Congress Working
Commitiee in March, 1946. Later our
Prime Minister fixed 1951 ags the
target date, to attain self-sufficiency
in food. This has been postponed to
18562, and from the latest reports, it
looks that even 1952 may not see the
end of our food shortage.

The Government have spent enor-
mous sums of money on foreign
delegations, food conferences, and on
the wunsuccessful Grow More Food
campaign. According to a statement
made in Parliament, the Government
have paid Rs. 5.66 crores by way ot
food - procurement bonuses, during
1949-50. And yet what is the fruit
that we are reaping? In a surplus dis-
trict of Madras (for instance), rice is
sold in the black-market for Rs. 2-4-0,
ber measure to-day.

The causes of food shortage in
India are many. World War II drain-
ed the agricultural man-power,
reduced the food acreage, and divert~
ed all energies and enthusiasm to-
wards industry, forgetting that the
agriculturist is the backbone of the
country. During the post-war beriod,
€x-servicemen were not willing to go
back to their previous agricultural
vocation. There is no attraction for
them in that, in spite of the Army
colonisation schems. A food-famine
was predicted in India ag early as
1_933, by the Public Health Commis-
stoner with the Government of India.
No heed was given to this warning by
our legislators, Government and. lea-
ders. All these adopted g laissez-faire

attitude towards the food T
which has landed us in g q?l:ft?(li:rg;
today. The food portfolio was in the
hands of Indians, even during the
pre-Independence days for g long
time; but they diq i

ministersg have

about Procurement than an i
steps to increage i ) Sorective

tion. 1t ig well k
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just like the Grow More Food cam-
paign. We have been carrying on a
hand-to-mouth policy. Politics and
political activities have prevented any
healthful work being carried out for
the health, happiness, and well-being
of the children of the soil. Man cannot
live by pelitics alone.

It is observed from Government
records that there has been a steady
decline of rice acreage and rice pro-
duction, since 1916. The rice acreage
sown per man has decreased from
0.83 acres in 1911 to 0.67 acres in 1941.
Not only this, the approximate yields
of rice per acre have lessened from
992.0 Ibs. in 1909-13 to 723-0 Ibs. in 1939.
And from a ministerial statement
made on the floor of the Madras
Assembly on 20-11-59, it is shown that
rice production has been falling
steadily from 1943 onwards, till during
1649-50, the production is only
3,811,000 tons of rice. While Burma,
Siam, America, Egypt and Japan have
increased their production of rice,
from 1932 to 1938, India has been
producing less and less of rice. This
steady and serious decline in yield
must make us think furiously.

The Grow More Food campaign was,
as early as 1944, criticised as an
improvised and unce-ordinated pro-
gramme by Dr. Burns in his special
report to the Government. It has
proved a misfire and a failure. This
campaign needs a vigorous pruning,
if it is to be made a success, as large
sums from the public exchequer are
being ill-spent on it. We have no
sound agricultural policy, and the
Imperial Council of Agricultural
Research and the Coonoor Nutrition
Laboratories (chief. advisers to the
Government of India) have not help-
ed to formulate an agricultural policy
for I_ndia, to make the mation self-
sufficient in food production. All
these have cumulatively landed us
today in fooqd distress, to struggle for
one meal a day, while the Govern-
ment are at their wits’ end regard-
ing food Production, procurement
and supply. ’

India shows not only a defini
deficlt in the quantity ofyfood produl(tf
tion in relation to Population, but
aISO'a steady deterioration in the
quality of foodgrains. The All Indig,
Crop reports reveal that there has
been a continuous increase in the
Droduction of inferior cereals (jowar
JDajra, and barley) at the expense of
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the superior cereals (rich and wheat).
The reasons for this state of affairs
are the poverty of the agriculturist
(he. has latterly become rich, due to
anti-social activities) the uneconomie
character of the small holdings that
can no longer withstand the cultiva-
tion of exhausting crops, the ryots’
lgnorance of improved methods of
agriculture, and lastly, the laziness of
the agriculturist as the inferior

cereals are easier to grow with 1
es
labour and love. s

Dr. Burns in his special re i
1944 asserted that there is absglﬁ;tellr;
Nno reason why India should not aim
at an average yield of 1000 lbs. of
clear}ed rice per acre or a total pro-
duction of 34 million tons. Platitudes.
h;lve been expressed by leading publi-
g1st§ and experienced officials that
mdm can become g self-sufficient
nation in her food supply. But til]
!;oday, this has not been translated
into practice.

I venture to submit that Indi
must, and will become 2 self—suﬁg“;c?:xlllﬁ
nation in her food supply, even within
one year from today, if the DPresent;
angle of vision and approach gare
changed and proper measures gre
a,gtlvely taken up by the Central Goy-
ernment, .My Suggestions are: A
sound  agricultural Dolicy must pe

enunciated, so that “the great wealth

of food which we have.or can Produce

will be brought within the re
the poorest and also that thic?ogg,
supply is sufficient for the nation’s.
health.” In the bre-war days, Ger-
many went so far as to insisi; that
the dietary was to be determined by
what the fatmer could produce and
not by what one could afford to buy
or like to eat. Thus, Germany achiey-
ed 85% seli-sufficiency in her food
supply. England (during the war
years) achieved 60% of self-suffiej-
eney by wise agricultural policy. Why
should not India Succeed with all hey
vast resources? The measures to
execute this agricultural policy could
be discussed under two heads, short
%rrx:ine I‘a&d l(;:zgt term progrémmes
e shor )
oo systemterm brogramme, the

should be continued:
for anott}er 3 to 5 years, till we :a.chilelztxarce1
self_-sufﬁcxency, with a libera] diet.

The procurement sch
Strictly enforced oplied e
Indian Governme & aroTpued. The

nt are fully aware
that an- acre Produces on-an. average

0.48 tons of rice. Madras Province
contains 9.61 million acres of rice
area. If we should really concentrate
to get the rice (0.48 x 9.61) (46.13 mil-
lion tons) Madras need not be a defi-
cit State with a beggar’s bowl, at all.
The local revenue officials know this
and they can be made to get this
quota, by official pressure and strict
orders.

No loopholes, extra bonuses, or any
attractive terms must be offered to
the landlords to part with their sur-
plus rice. The wmore bonus the
landlords get, the more they cla-
mour or hargain for still better terms,

" at the expense of the Government and

the poor citizen.

The Hoarding and Profiteering Act
must be strictly enforced, without
fear, favour, or any political influence.
Appeal to the moral sentiments of
landlords, hoarders, and businessmen
are absolutely useless, as events have
proved.

The agricultural tax must be
reduced, since the landlord is handi-
capped by the shortage of landlabour,
of cattle-stock, and of manure to en-
rich his soil.

Granting loans to agriculturists has
helped only the rich ones and not the
small land-holders. This system is
either to be revised or abolished.

The ex-servicemen must be made to
go back to their villages, either by
compulsion or through active persua-
sion. The war has upset their menta-
1lity and they must be made to appre-
ciate the advantages of back-to-land
policy.

The potato is a good supplementary
article of diet. It is the best insu-
rance crop against famine. The vita-
min content of potatoes is not affect-
ed by boiling. Further, unlike cereals
and sugar, it prevents dental diseases
and decay of teeth. The money that
is now being spent on so many food
conferences and the Grow More Food
campaign may be profitably diverted to
the growth of potatoes in particular.

It has been repeatedly brought to
the notice of the Government, that
the Grow More Food Campaign has
been a failure. Vast sums of money
-are being spent on this improvised
campaign, but no success has come

out of this. Either this campaign is
to be scrapped or reorganised and
made to work on correct lines. There
18 & tendency to grow more cash-crops

.

(like sugar and cotton) than food-
crops. It was astounding to read a
suggestion that cotton should be
grown in the deltaic areas of Tanjore
(granary of South India). Such ten-
dencies do harm to food production.

The Indian field scale ration is 22
ozs. of rice or atta. This must be
definitely reduced to 16 ozs. without
any detriment to the health, physical
fitness, and efficiency of the Indian
soldier.

There must be agricultural educa-
tion, in schools and colleges. In the
re-organisation of school education,
some provision should be made for the
practical teaching of agriculture, and
horticulture on a wide scale, so that
the boys and girls who will not neces-
sarily become farmers, may have some
knowledge and appreciation of this
all-important problem. There must
be a dig for victory campaign, instead
of the Grow More Food campaign.

The Imperial Council of Agricultural
Research and Coonoor Nutrition
Laboratories must be re-organised
and made to work in the interests of
the masses, to solve the food problem.

The immediate ameliorative mea-
sures that could be given are the
supply and use of manures and ferti-
lizers on land where water-supply is
already adequate; improvements im
water-supply and drainage; use of
improved variety of seeds (our agri-
cultural demonstration farms need
improvement and a thorough over-
hauling); and the control of diseases
in crops and of pests in stored grains;
and control of malaria.

If the nation is to become self-
sufficient in food, the Central aneg
Provincial Governments must work
with a fanatic zeal.

Professor A. V. Hill has submitted a
special report on long-range pro-
grammes. It has been pointed out by
research workers in India that pro-
vided water is not a limiting factor,
the average rice or wheat production
can be increased by about 40% in
many parts of India, with a good
margin of profit on pre-war prices. If
Jawaharlal Nehru’s remark—that «
mon wants. first his food, then his God
and his religion—means anything,
then our food department officials and
the public must wake up to the reall-
ties of the present food distress, and
do something more practical tham
carry on a hand-to-mouth policy . o
food procurement and supply.

et
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SUICIDE OR SECOND WIND?

By K. ZILLIACUS

By its continuance of what the author descri
foreign policy, the Brit?sh Labour Party is heaéli);g ]g(fr g'eol}‘&-/
destruction, suys Konni Zilliacus, former Labour Member of

Parliament. The present alternatives of dominati )
A ) o Oon
Moscow or Washington <o not offer the only choice, f;zzntlzs?e%.r

er

the example of Yugoslavia in defying Russin inati i

)] ! ] n domi
at the same time refusing to accept American direcggle%?'e?elﬁe
a policy that could be followed in Britain and by the Socialists 'i; .

other countries. Such a course, sqys

Mr. Zilliacus, offers the best

chance of avoiding a third world war by checkin
to divide {he'entz're world into two opposing armgdt?cf?ri;’smznc%
owning aliegiance to the leadership of a single great Power 4

HE strategy on which the British

Labour Party fought the last
QGeneral Election was a failure that
will prove mortal unless the strategy
is abandoned. The strategy of social
appeasement of the middle class and
international appeasement of the.
capitalist U. 8. A. has thrown away a
huge majority, put Labour on the
defensive and is sapping the confi-
dence of the workers in Labour rule.

That is why those in the Labour
Party who cannot forget the causes
for which Labour exists believe that
the only way to win is to put up a
cleaw_r-cut Socialist alternative to the
Tories, so that the voters will have a
real and challenging choice.

But many who hold this view still
appear to believe that they can put
forward a convincing alternative to
the .Tories in home affairs, while
con_tmuing the coalition with the
‘Tories in foreign policy.

In 1945 the Labour leadership simn-
ly c_ontinued their coalition wli)tlslmtlkr:e
Tories in foreign affairs. The Tory
foreign pol.icy bursued ever since has
lanq_ed us in the present mess ang is
rapidly hamstringing and paralysing
gaed Labour Party in home affairs.

eday we are engaged in a race
between the Defence Budget raising
the cost of living and conscription
and war industries wasting manpower
on the one hand; ang social services
real wages and production for export,,
and home needs on the other.

. Bocial services, real ‘

: ) wages, usef

;p\;(;;iuctlon and finally democracy anuci
»0’131:; indgpendence are bound to

lose that race iti i
nocy e unless Britigh foreign
_— “Britain The Obstacle”

rizain is now the g ivi
Socialist regime (exceptOIfeor sllTl(r)y\lr:!I;;%);
in all the countries enjoying the pri-
vilege of American help and Ameri-
can-sponsored war preparations. The
res? have been undone by American
pojacy and pressure. Voices are being
raised increasingly in the American
Co_nggess and Press accusing Labour
Britain cof being the main obstacle to

the integration of Capital;
Etrome pitalist Western

The usually well-informed ing-
ton political corresponden’c:,s'7 a;gslggh
and Stewart Alsop (in the New York
Herald Tribune of December 1) wrote
that American - policy in Europe
revo}ves about the magie word “inte-
gration,” which is wrongly supposed
to mean that the U. s. A. are trying

to create a United States
overnight, of Furope

“In fact, what Acheson and Hoff-
man are trying to promote is
n_othmg of the sort. The real objec-
’Plve, as one of the authors of the
integration project put it, is ‘to get
baqk to 1610 by 1952, What the
United States wants is g Europe
whose internal trading relationships
are as close as possible to those

which existed before the first world
war.”

The revived Eurupean steel ¢
;mcier Americsfm batronage looks l?l::?
tpr I}’er step In 1910 style “integra-
ion. ‘ 'I"h1s French project sprung
on Britain  with U. 8. corzmivance
might easily result in  ending thA’

namonalisation of the British steel
industry and “equalising” the wages
of British workers down to nearer the
all-time low of the West German and
French workers. The new Atlantic
Council confirms and advertises Bri-
tain’s status as a U. S. satellite, purve-
yor of cannon fodder and war base.

Alternative Foreign Policy

1t is impossible to combine the wel-
- fare state and the warfare state.
Labour folk must choose which they
want. It is mere self-deception to
pelieve that a Socialist home policy
can be pursued while continuing the
present coslition with the Tories in
foreign policy and submitting to total
dependence on the Capitalist U. 8. A,
in world affairs.

The outlines of an alternative
foreign policy are familiar: Cut
defence expenditure by half and put
an end to conscription; declare that
Britain will not be committed to war
under the Atlantic Pact failing a deci-
sion by the U. N. Security Council;
refuse to have U. S. forces stationed in
Britain; trade with Eastern Europe
and China according to British econo-
mic needs and not subject to the dic-
tates of U. S. cold war strategy.

Having cut our defence coat accord-
ing to our economic cloth, as regards
expenditure, commitments and man-
power, and insisted on our right to
trade according to our needs, we
should put forward independent Bri-
tish propesals for peace. They should
be based on dealing with both the
Soviet Union and the United States
as fellow members of the United
Nations and not as allies or potential
enemies in a balance of power. They
should be pressed in direct negotia-
tions in Moscow, Washington and
Paris, and through the United
Nations.

East-West Trade

They should cover such matters as
the stepping up of East-West trade;
the unification of Germany on Socia-
list and democratic foundations, with
neutralisation, compulsory disarma-
ment and recognition of present fron-
tiers in East and West; Middle and
Far East peace seftlements with
Soviet participation; regulating voting
procedure in the Security Council;
international supervision of atomic

energy, abolition of the atomic bomb
and other weapons of mass destruc-
tion, and reduction and limitation of
armaments by international agree-
ment, with adequate provisions for
inspection and the pooling of infor-
mation.

So far the Labour Left has been shy
of tackling the problem of peace,
becauvse something like the alterna-
tive policy outlined above is being
pressed by the Communist-run Parti-
sans of Peace Movement, as part of a
campaign for accepting the Soviet
Government as the leader of “all the
forces of democracy, Socialism and
peace” and backing the Cominform
cold war on Yugoslavia because she
refuses to accept that position.

Soviet Press Theme

The Soviet Press harps on the
theme that “loyalty....to the cause of
internationalism is determined and
tested by the attitude towards the
Soviet Union, which stands at the
L..ad of all the forces of democracy
and Socialism.” Disagreement with
this claim means “beirayal of the
Soviet Union; betrayal of proletarian
internationalism,” leading to Fascism
and into the camp of Imperialism and
war, as the ‘“Tito-Rankovic gang of
spies and murderers” have done
(Pravda, Dec. 1).

The crime c¢f the Yugoslav Commu-
nists is that they have rejected the
Soviet Union’s claim that they should
for the sake of peace accept the
Soviet’s iudgment and leadership on
how to run their country, organise
their party and conduct their foreign
policy.

The stand of the Yugoslav C. P. is a
challenge to both the East and the
West. So far the orthedox Commu-
nist Parties have shown up very
badly when confronted by this chal-
lenge. They are in fact creating con-
fusion and division in the Left and
strengthening not the Soviet bloc but
the grip of the Anglo-American cold
warriors on the minds of the workers
in the West by their blind and dumb
devotion to the Soviet claim and their
malignancy and mendacity about
Yugoslavia.

Challenge To West, Too

But the Yugoslav stand also chal- .
ienges the West. It should make ';t



possible for progressive Socialist and
unorthodox Communist opinion to
launch a peace movement broadly
based, honest and realistic enough to
count. All that is necessary as a pro-
gramme is to add one final point to
the British declaration of indepen-
dence from the U. S. A. and the Rri-
tish proposals for settlement outlined
above: the Western Powers should
offer to end all policies of anti-Com-
munist discrimination or intervention
whether in Europe or Asia, and tc;
start all-in negotiations for a gene-
ral agreement in exchange for the
Soviet Union and the Cominform
s'tates restoring normal economic and
diplomatic relations with Yugoslavig
anrj calling off their propaganda cam-
balgn against that country.

This proposal could hardly be op-
bosed by the Soviet Government with-
out. admitting that they really do
claim the right to direct the policies
of ot.her Communist Parties. It brings
out into the open the whole question
of yvhat Communists mean by “prole-
tarian internationalism.” That will
compel Communists in the West to
chaose between alienating the masses
they aspire to leaq by openly accept-
ing the “Moscow stooge” view of “pro-
letarlap intemationalism,” or helping

revive and unite the Left in the
3;7:‘.;?. by explicitly repudiating that

Call For A Show-Down

It could not be opposed b
Western cold warriors withoutygivg:;
themselves away by showing that
under the guise of defending demo-
;:racy against Communism they are in
act conducting a policy' of counter-
revolutionary intervention in the
ir;ternal affairs of other countries and
;) anti-Soviet war Dreparations, the
ogical end of which can onfy be

scared sheep
slaughter. Yugoslavia’s

Americans to show
Fascists.

Western Labour, Socialist a
gressive opinion could give Weiggtl;lxd
suhscance; to such a peace campaign
by establishing friendly relations Wi%h
the Yugoslav Communist Party, Peo-
plffs Front, Trades Unions, Coépera-
tiv «ss,1 Women’s Organisationg ete, The
should urge the Western governinentss’
to declar_e publicly that they regarded
Commumst Parties as the inter, el
affair of their countries angd Wna
perfectly prepared for trade friexfge
smp and coaoperation with ’Comm )
nist-governed States, Provided 1;_
that thes{ took their stang on the I(Iml\%,
Charter in internaticnal relation "as
the Yugoslavs have done, o

they are not

The Char-
ter pledges Member St g
interfere in each othzﬁss oo

internal

affairs and to settle all their differen-

ces by peacefyl means.
™ Chance Of Success
ere i
é)g(jllliscgr tgrgs“%}z eie: jllincég??l(jgc:;dﬁl; eggt_&
gélcep 1(?30851‘;J fist }?econl:irgg %r‘gﬁirbil:i\f:n'il{;xgé
the imbecile eir‘l’Zf:;sigzr%gtirﬁ Si(t':i{xe(i)f'
within the U, g, A.shg/g‘)‘ A%ng)zgz

. nt cold
clashes with Mr. Churchily’s view t‘ﬁgi

we ought to negotigte now because we

are getting relati
Strores g relatively weaker, not

On the other hand the i i
wants ax_ld needs peace ar?gvtlxgtsgrglgn
and agan} asked for negotiationg ang
compromise. The Yugoslayv stand hag

ment in Communist,
working clasg every-
pe_xrations and Soviet
ucing interna) straing
the Cominform States.
The S_oviet Government would be
g{relg?rgz eg:; xft:ake concessions to the

owers, in

counter-concessions and :};c?:&gef -
over-all bargain and aren

whgre. War pre
claims are prod
and stresses in

a small State,

Yugoslavia’s stand
ma,
European Socialism itg s);coﬁlt ngi;:;
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} SHEKAR’S

HEN Shekar, the Assistant Mana-

ger of the A. B. Syndicate learnt
that the Chairman, Sir A. P. Mishra
was going to the Central Government
as an economic advisor, he was right
glad. The Manager, Deshpande was
soon to retire ande it was his chance
now to be at the helm of the Syndi-
cate’s affairs. But Sir A. P. was pre-
judiced against him. It was said that
he was good at clerical work but had
no executive capacity. Hence he was
unfit to be the Manager after Desh-
pande. During the last five years he
tried to convince Sir A. P. of his effi-
ciency. Even Deshpande with whom
he worked shoulder to shoulder for
twenty years to raise the Syndicate
to its present glory, advocated his
cause. But Sir A. P. had refused to
be convinced.

Shekar knew the reason. Every
peon in the Syndicate knew it. Sir
A. P. wanted to push his candidate,
Shukla, to the forefront. Shukla with
his creaseless suits and an oily tongue,
and a number of bogus degrees at his
tail, had impressed Sir A. P. immense~
ly. This raw young man was at once
appointed as the Deputy Assistant
Manager, and ever since his appoint-
ment had been doing his worst to
supersede him. The deputy assistant’s
post, specially created for him, carried
no special responsibilities, but was a
sort of sinecure for the Chairman’s
man. All that Shukla did during five
years of his entry into the Syndicate
was to go about from member to mem-
ber of the Managing Body and talk
to them about his experience abroad,
for he had a pilgrimage to England to
his credit. He talked to them about
his own schemes to expand the busi-
ness of the Syndicate, and about the
unimaginative, unenterprising assis-
tant manager in his flowing dhoti, a
long neck-cloth, a stubbed beard.
Efficient, indeed, in disposing of the
files, how could such a man fare at
the helm of affairs? And Sir A. P.
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and his Managing Body were
convinced.

Shekar burnt with impotent rage at
the machinatiohs of this man. He
saw him gaining influence day by day
and was told that except Deshpande
and one other member, others were
for Shukla. It was all due to Sir A, P.
that he was going to be superseded.
But he would never swallow such an
insult. He would step out of the
Syndicate and serve anywhere on half
the salary with honour rather than
be humiliated here. That was what
he had already decided.

And here came news that Sir A. P.
was going away. Shekar was filled with
deep gratitude to God. He would

never see injustice cone to anybody.

There was a chance for him now. He
and Deshpande would explain to the
new Chairman the situation in the
Syndicate since Shukla’s entry. Yes, he
would, the first thing the new Chair-
man assumed office. He would see
Manager Deshpande that very even-
ing and plan his defence.

At ten minutes to five Shekar left
his room and went o Manager Desh-
pande’s to make an appointment with
him. But Deshpande was not in his
chair. /

So Shekar took his bicycle and was
about to start when the Accountant
Ramrao hailed him.

‘Did you hear the good news?’ he
asked Ramrao.

‘The guod news?’

‘Sir- A. P. going to Delhi.’

Ramrao looked about him wtih an
air of secrecy.

‘S0 you don’t know the further
developments?’ he asked in a whisper.

The note of alarm in his voice chill-
ed Shekar. .

‘Developments?’ he repeated, lean-
ing on his bicycle.



“You see, Shekar, the Manager Desh-
pande has been fooling you all these
years. An emergency meeting of our
Managing Body is going on at the
Chairman’s residence just now.
Deshpande will proceed on two years’
leave. You know it’s due. He will
propose Shukla for the Manager’s post
himself. For this act of treachery to
you the body will give him a gratuity
of fcur thousand rupees in addition to
his provident fund. Deshpande told
me everything. I warned him that
you'd resign. But he said the Syndi-
cate wouldn't die if you resigned’

Shekar bit his lip.

‘You see, Shekar, tomorrow you'll
find Shukla in Deshpande’s chair.

‘And you will find my chair vacant,’
roared Shekar,

‘That’s what I told Deshpande, too,”
said Ramrao sympathetically.

Shekar called on the Manager
Deshpande in the evening.

‘Shekar, said Deshpande, ‘Sir A. P.
has expressed his desire to see you.
I'm really sorry for you, Shekar. But
I was quite helpless. They were go-
ing to propose a compulsory retire-
ment for me on the ground of old
age and instal Shukla. They forced
me to do it in spite of myself. But
please do see Sir A. P.... .Shekar....’

‘Damn your face for your cowardice
and that of Sir A. P. Shekar shouted
and walked off.

But., he called on Sir A. P. next
morning. The knight received him
very civilly and said, ‘I'm sorry for
you, Shekar. But we were helpless
when Deshpande himself said that you
are guitc incompetent as an executive
officer. You see, Shekar, we had to

gccept the Manager’s recommenda-
ion.

‘But, Sir, the Manager i
forced him to....’ ¢ sHd you

Sir A. P. rose from his chair.

Shekar,’ he said sternly, ‘the Mana-
lg:: told us you might proceed on
mt‘{)e as a protest or not co-operate
, Shukla. 1f you do anything

A
for its logses. hold you - responsible

~_ With this Sir a. p,

Peon standing in the oo 2t the

doorway.

-difference in their pe

Fuming and fretting within hi
Shekar attended his gof’ﬁce gntgngiieég,
to conceptrate on his work. Shukla
must be in the Manager’s chair nowl
e remembered how he had made
secret of his hatred for this ouno
man, calling him an upstart, gf ne
merit, a dog who indulged in lickigo
the feet of his masters, a selfish 8
§c'rtpx{lous fellow who, deserved %()ml;;
Kicked cut of the S i
This man was his bgsr;dilc:‘\;? at once.

Every minute Shekar w
as ex i
to be called by the new Mx:;;c;lgrg

Shukla. He would hav
. . e
before his junior and callto stand

X hi him ‘gir
if he insisted. And he st
f . would insj

Shukla would humiliate hi%ln:,lgg

have his revenge.

The door was pushed
Shekar became alert in hisocplﬁzr;ir '?‘Illld
Manager’s peon, he thought B £ '
was only Ramrao. ) ue 1t

‘Impossible to work un i
Shel;ar. I say, as soon asd etrhe him,
C_halrman assumes office we Shnew
glve a month’s clear notice At v
rate, I can’t work under hini’ any

‘And i
month’s ﬁ%ltlic;.hlr’}'l:latI wicl?%?e o 2
ly legal’ he mused. pertect-
‘T've told Shukla’, said Ramrag,
‘T don’t want to talk to that n.lan’
‘And do you know what he says? .
Shekar looked up with curiosity.
o ol |
Would easily w?r??éi ltllgg. SxIr t%)lcf e
it was impossiple, Ramrao 2?(11

Ehekar would rather he
serve under their junior.’StarVGd than

Shekar laughed in
month’s notice. That ;%gt%négt' nA
1ega1. With him and the ACCOu etc y
ovt of the Syndicate, Shuklg WOI; ant
absolutely crippled. The Syn‘cxiigatt)g

would fall to pieces Th

~ : e i
Boay would reap the consqu:;[e?ri1 o o
its 'folly. Well, he would gi ces ot

win you tOO, 1

Meanwhile Shekar di
?k?l-)py in I}is office. Hed\;:;tnfgeli);ery'
knce wmgg@ Important man, The st?ffr'
new is f?.ct well. Even hig
peon knew it. He gaw the sud(:lvgg

haviour. He was

-

no longer looked upon with respect.
Everyhbody ratber seemed to pity him!
But the young Manager, Shukla, was
different from them all. He was
wonderfully civil to him. He never
called Shekar to his office, but him-
self came down to the assistant mana-
ger. He talked to Shekar with great
respect and showed that Shekar was
still the most important man. Rubbing
salt into his wounds, Shekar thought.
But Ramrao’s explanation was diffe-
rent. He said Shukla could not afford
to displease them two. What did he
know of the Syndicate’s aflairs?

The explanation appealed to
Shekar. It infuriated him still more
against Shukla for his naked selflsh-
ness. Did the fellow hope to win him
by his outwardly polished manners
and an oily tongue?

When the new Chairman, Mr.
Mehta, arrived, Shekar went to see
him with the notice in his pocket.
Mr. Mehta heard him very sympathe-
tically. In the end he said, ‘Why not
make a representation, Mr. Shekar,
before sending in this notice? Believe
me, T'll do my best to see that justice

" is done.

So Shekar submitted his representa-
tion to Mr. Miekts. In it he gave the
whele history of Shukla’s intrigues in
the Syndicate, clearly but concisely,
and prayed for justice.

Shekar saw that Mr. Mehta took a
keen interest in the case. Files were
called and sent back. Character rolls
were sent for and returned. Several
members of the staff and of the
Managing PBody were interviewed.
shukla himseclf was called twice. Even
the ex-Manager Deshpande was inter-
viewed and he assured Shekar that
Mr. Mehta was auite convinced that
Shukla’s appointment was a  gross
instance of nepotism with which he
would never put up.

Finally Shekar was called again.

‘Well, Mr. Shekar, Mr. Mehta said,
I've thoroughly understood all this
nasty business and I'm determined to
show this Shukla his right place. But
at present the majority seems to be
for him and I feel rather helpless....’
Mr. Mehta thought for a while and
asked, ‘By the by, Mr. Shekar, what
would you do if you were in my place?’

‘Sir,” answered Shekar in a tremu-
lous voice, ‘I would rather resign than
continue to be Chairman of such a
body.’

Mr. Mehta looked penetratingly at
Shekar, then gazed at the ceiling.
Suddenly he became very grave and
said, ‘All right, Mr. Shekar, I'll do the
same. You see, I've a plan. We've to
raise about five hundred thousand
rupees for our business. We've issu-
ed loan-bonds of varying denomina-
tions from rupees five to rupees
hundred. We’te all trying to sell
them. I'm sure you will be able to
raise more than Mr. Shukla who's
quite a raw man....”

“Most certainly, Sir.”

“Rverybody says that, Mr. Shekar,”
he said. “I'll take up your representa-
tion after the disposal of these loan-
bonds. I know youw’ll prove more use-
ful. I'll plead for you and if the body
refusgs to do justice to you even then,
T’ll resign. Goodnight now.”

The next day Shukla came to his
room and said: “It’s a fight, Mr.
Shekar, in which one must win and
the other lose. But I hope that what-
ever the result, we’ll forget and for-
give and join hands for the good of
the Syndicate.” ‘

«If T were in your place and lost,
I wouldmt step into the Syndicate
again,” he answered spiritedly.

“You aren’t a sportsman, then.”

“I'm not quite so shameless,” snapp-
ed Shekar. “That’s all I mean, Sir.”

That was Saturday. Next morning
Shekar started on his campaign of
selling loan-bonds. He came first to
Rao Bahadur Dhond, the Settlement
Commissioner, who was his co-student
and an intimate friend. It was eight
in the morning. Rao Bahadur and his
family were taking tea. They received
Shekar very cordially at their table.

Shekar explained to them the object
of his visit and the whole politics of
the Syndicate.

«“It's of vital importance to me, Rao
Bahadur. I hope yowll buy some
loan-bonds and induce your friends at.
the Club to buy them £00,” he con-
cluded. .

Rao Bahadur made a wry face. <,
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“You only see my two thousand per
month, Shekar. But I'm more misera-
ble than you. One of my sons is in
England and my daughter is in Medi-
cal College at Bombay. Besides, I'm
expecting orders for reversion.” He
lit a cigar and began puffing hard at
it. “All right. Come after the first.
T'll purchase some loan-bonds for
you.”

Shekar was about to start when he
heard the purr of a car in the porch.
Rao Bahadur left him abruptly leav-
ing him with Mrs. Dhond.

“Good morning, Rao Bahadur,” he
heard. He recognised the voice of Mr.
Mehta and turning to Mrs. Dhond in
surprise said, “It’s our Chairman, Mr.
Mehta.”

“He comes to us often,” she said.

More good news for him! Shekar
listened carefully to the talk outside.

“Congrats, Rao Bahadur. I'm just
coming from the Premier. He told me
you are confirmed as Settlement Com-
missioner....”

“Thanks, Mr. Mehta.”

“Now I want you to buy about ten-
thousand rupees worth of our loan-
bonds.”

“That’s too much, Mr. Mehta.”

“All right, T'll make it five. It's g
matter of transferring the amount
from the Imperial Bank to the Syndi-
cate for five years and I assure you
it’s quite safe. You see, Rao Bahadur,
I'm a bit superstitious. You're the
first man I'm approaching and I don’t
want to hear a ‘no’ from you.”

Shekar saw Rao Bahadur coming
into the room. He opened a drawer
and returned with the cheque book.

“Thanks”, he heard. “I'l come to
your Club this evening.”

“Oh, do, Mr. Mehta.”

Shekar looked 'ruefully at Mrs
Dhond, excused himself and left bs;

the back door
returned before Rao Bahadur

Shekar now decided to
seek th
‘_ﬁﬁlp of his - friends who were pooi
-ke himself, He came to a Mr. Kale
“Who was a school master in g second—’
;g; l:::;oolli Mr. Kale heard him -
iroom. cally ar?d went into the ante-

.Shekar heard a talk, low but dis-
tinet. Mrs. Kale wag talking. It was
the 23th of the month. They had only
SIX rupees left. How could she buy
her week's rations if five rupees were
spent over a  loan-boand? Then he
heard Mr Kale’s voice. They could
buy rations after the first, He must
help his friend Shekar now,

Everything swam before Shekar’s
eyes as he passed g receipt to Mr

Kale. He thanked the po
master and came out, boor  school-

A storm raged within hi

s‘r.epped on the road. Woullclin?lea&aléz
his poor friends in g difficulty mere}

for his selfish ends? Well, he woulg
not. He would rather resien, seek
another job and manage witfl ’what-
ever he got. He would write to Mr
Mehta accordingly. He would g 1.
for all the leave that was due et
meanwhile be in search of a job and

But as he lay in hig bed
he changed his ming again. ull?
not allow injustice to rei
He would not allow tha
Shukla to triumph. Besi

t night
e would
gn supreme,
t scoundre]

that he talked to Mr. Meg‘é:, after a1

not be manly to retreat like ’t;fazmlgd
wo_uld 2o about selling loan-bond .
spite of his conscience, It was n Son
sary to fieht injustice e
nepotism that wer ,
Syndicate.

So in the mornin
more receints for rupe
went to his office, pees five cach and
Todav for the first time h
Shukla’s room to credit the a?nglfrrllg }E?a

had collected but tq
was not in hig chairl.md shat Shukla

. € wWas aboyt
to return when hig ou
receint books on Shuklea?rss o on. the

tab
was the amount he hagd collfécted S0

The first two recej
blank.  In the thir. cﬁlpt books were

to himself. He ¢ 2’s, he saiq

. urned th y
There were six more receipt?s 1?: ed
for a total amount of fifteen th oed
rupees. ousapd

Shekar wag ;
receipt books bac;bout to place the

> on th
his eygs fell on the bott%xtxali:i‘tw:loen

g8 he passed two

ner of the counterfoil. Above the
word ‘Receiver’, he saw the signature
of Shukla. Breathlessly he came to
the first receipt. Even that was issued
by Shukla!

Out of the mist before his eyes,
sprang the smiling figure of Shukla,
the grave personality of Mr. Mehta..

He shook his head, returned to his
room, cancelled the three receipts he
had issued, wrote a curt resignation
with a clear month’s notice and sent
it to Ramrao to be handed to Shukla
on his arrival.

The afternoon tea which Shekar’s
wife brought to him tasted sickeningly
insipid. As she returned with the
empty cup, he saw that her old dis-
coloured saree was overdue for being
dispensed with. He had wanted to
buy a new one these four months but
could not spare money enough. And
now his condition would be worse.
The new job would not be so paying.
The market rates were rising every
week. His poor, uncomplaining wife,
his six children who were completely
at his mercy....

Somebody was knocking at the door.
Must be Ramrao, he thought. Oh, he
would advise the man not to resign
but just to put up with Shukla for a
few days until he got used to the new
conditions.

Shekar opened the door and shrank
back. It was Shukla calling on him.

“Good-afternoon,” he said with his
usual smile.

“Good-afternoon,” Shekar frowned.

Shukla followed Shekar and sat in
a chair by his side.

Shekar looked glumly away from
his unwelcome guest. Hypocrites, all
of them! Shukla, Mr. Mehta, even Rao
Bahadur Dhond! The world was unfit
for such as he was to live!

“Mr. Shekar,” he heard the usual,
sweet coaxing voice of Shukla, “Every-
one is sorry for your resignation
except Mr. Ramrao.”

“Mr. Ramrao?” Shekar’s tightly-
pressed lips opened in spite of himself.

“He would be promoted to your rank
if you resigned.”

Shekar bit his lip savagely. Hypo-
crites, all of them!

“I'm not a bad man, Mr. Shekar, if
you just cast off all prejudices against
me and excuse me for my ambition.
. Was I ever rude to you?”

“Not to my face.”

“I've always treated you with res-
pect even when I have been Ag. Man-
ager.”

“I agree, Mr. Shukla.”

“You see, the Managing Body want-
ed to advertise the post. If I hadn’t
got it, someone else would have.”

“Yes, Mr. Shukla, perhaps.”

“Excuse me, Mr. Shekar, if I say
you’re too simple....”

“Yes, I am. I've realised this fault
¢f mine now, Mr. Shukla. But I
wouldn’t be able to conquer it now.”

“Then, excuse me again, a man of
your sense of justice shouldn’t let
others suffer for his fault, Mr. She-
kar”.

“Others?”

“Your wife and children who are
completely at your mercy.”

Shekar reflected.

“I'm not a bad man, Mr. Shekar. I
know your worth. I know your fail-
ings. None will treat you with as
much respect as I do. With your
temperament, you won’'t be happy
anywhere.”

“You'’re right, Mr. Shukla.”

“That’s why I don't want you to
leave the Syndicate. You see, you'll
be designated as pro-Manager and get
a lift of seventy-five rupees in your
salary. TI'll always treat you with the
same respect as though you’ were the
Manager. Don’t you beliéve me, Mr.
Shekar?”

“I do believe you, Mr. Shukla,” he-
whispered dreamily.

Shukla pulled out a piece of paper
from his breast-pocket and tore it to -
pieces. .

“I have'nt taken my afternoon tea
today, Mr. Shekar,” said Shukla
cheerfully.

“I've just had mine. But Y'd be-

glad to take it again with you, Mr.

Shukla.”

Shekar called his wife and asked:
for two cups of tea to be prepared.



THE WAY TO AVOID A THIRD
WORLD WAR-]

By BERTRAND RUSSEL]L
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VERYBODY is agreed that the

world situation is very grave, but
there is much disagreement as to the
degree of gravity. Not only politicians
bqt the best experts among men of
stience make quite different estimates
pf what will happen in the next war
if there is one. We who are not experts,,
must rely on our judgment as to who
and what to believe where there is
conflict. It will be a help to consider
the different kinds of bias by which
even the experts are affected.
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1If a war is at all likely to have the
sort of outcome: that I have been sug-
gesting, it is evidently the dqty qf
every sane man to do what lies in his
power to prevent war. To this, how-
ever, there are limits. Dreadful as
war would be, and disastrous as its
consequences would prove, I, for my
part, think that it would be even
more dreadful and more disastrous if
the Soviet system, with all its cruelty
and all its obsgurantism, were to
extend over the whole world.

Fundamental Reason For Dislike

At this poinf, I will pause to coqsi-
der wkat are the main reasons whl_ch
justify us in disliking the Soviet

system.

The fundamental objection is that
it places power in the hands of a
minority dedicated to a dogmatic
creed. There have been such dogma-
tic oligarchies in the past: the mediae-
val Church, Calvin’s government of
Geneva and Cromwell’s Rule of the
Saints are examples, But none of
these combined every form of power
in the way that Communism has
effected.

The Russian government has not
only all the powers of former states
—legislative, executive and judicial—
but ziso all economic power. A man
whom the government dislikes can be
deprived of food without judicial
process; he can be imprisoned or conu-
demned to forced labour in the Arctic.

This fearful despotic authorily, as
might have been expected, is used ta
infict appalling cruelties and to stifle
all cultural freedom. Five million
peasan’s were starved 0 death and
thany more transported in the process
of collectivisation. Many millions of
Russians are condemned to forced
labour, which has become an integral
part of Soviet economy. Composers
and biologists have suffered for
offending Stalin’s taste in music or
disagreeing with his views on genetics.

_Fear of the police leads to universal
suspicion; iriends betray friends,
children betray parents, though the
petrayed suffer a slow and agonising
death.

Resistance At Whatever Cost

Such a regime, if world-wide, would
put an end to civilisation and to
Q;ljdinary humanity. I hold, therefore,

that at whatever cost, its extension to
the Western world must be resisted.

I believe that a large majority of
English-speaking people agree with
me in so thinking. Our problem, there-
fore, is to avoid war without sub-
mitting. And if that should prove
impossible we must seek to be strong
in defence, so as to avoid some of the
worst misfortunes that war would
otherwise bring.

But victory should be a secondary
aim; the primary aim should be the
preservation of peace.

In the long run, the only way to
make peace secure is to create a single
authority for the whole world, with
a monopoly of all the more important
weapons of war. But such an autho-
rity can only be created either at the
end of a great war or at a moment
when all the Powers are muftually
friendly.

The opportunity was missed in 1919
and in 1945; for the present, world
government can be no more than a
Utopian dream.

What, then, can we do in the mean-
time?

II
Psychological Problem

The root of the problem is psycho-
logical. The Russians and the Ameri-
cans are alike persuaded that the
other side would start a war if it felt
confident of victory. Each®side feels
it must be truculent, for fear the
other side should think it weak.

The sifuation is familiar and it has
almost always ended in war. But now
the avoidance of war is more impor-
tant than it used to be and it is more
urgent than in the past to find a way’

out of the victous circle. \

" The first step—and this is one which
is eminently practicable—is a clear
delimitation of spheres. The Russians
should not give support to French or
Itolian Communists; we should make
no official protest when Polish patriots
or Hungarian Cardinals suffer, what-
ever we may privately feel

Africa would have to be allotted to
the West; Asia would have to be
divided. It should then be solemnly
agreed that any interference of either
in the other’s domains, whether by,

-



arms or by propaganda, should be a
legitimate casus belli.

The chief difficulty in this policy is
as regards Germany. Germany will
not acquiesce in heing permanently
cut in {wo; Russia will not consent to
its being united under the West; and
the West will not consent to its being
urited under Russia. The only solu-
tion is tc give freedom to Germany,
including the right to rearm. German
neutrality couvld then be guaranteed,
as that of Belgium was until 1914.

Deterrent To Aggression

German power would then become a
deterrent to aggression and, if Ger-
many were strong, it would be a very
powerful deterrent, since a war bet-
ween Russia and the West must in-
volve an invasion of Germany. This
is the solution which will have to be
adopted if there is to be a detente
between Russia and the West.

A frequent objection to the evacua-
tion of Germany by both sides is that
the Russians have created and trained
considerable German forces which, it
is thought, could be counted on by the
Soviet Government. 1t would be
necessary that all such forces should
be disbanded before the evacuation of
the Western Germany by the Western
powers. It would also be necessary to
ensure that the Germans would be
free to choose their own form of gov-
ernment.

I think 1t highly probable that, in
that case, the Germans would wish
to be neutral and would only become

belligerent if they were invaded by
either side.

Another thing which might be done
is to devote propaganda to the ine-
vitable evils to both sides that would
result from war. In such propaganda
—in which Communists might partici-
pate—there should be rigid abstention
from all speculation as to which
side would suffer most. The
emphasis should be on the harm that
modern weapons can do, and on the
certainty that even if one side were
vicorious, it would be worse off at the
end than if there had been no war.

Acceptance Of Division

" 8uch a procedure involves, of course,
Bn acceptance on both sides of the

fact that the world is, for the bresent,
divided between two very different
systems, and that there is no appa-~

rent prospect of either system over~
coming the other.
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trouble. This is entirely true. But
nothing fundamental can be done
until mutual suspicion has grown less.

I think the bad atmosphere which
exists at present is much more the
fault of Russia than of the West, but
that is no reason why the West should
not take the initiative in trying to
improve it.

I think Russia has been in a mood
of conquering imperialism. This is
due parily to opportunity, but partly
also to the conviction that hostility
between communism and capitalism
is inevitable and that one or the other
must go under. We must see to if
that ihe opportunities for successful
Russisn expansion grow fewer, but at
the same time, we must show in prac-
tical ways that we no longer hope (if
we ever cdid) to overthrow the Rus-

sian regime on its own ground.

If we can do this successfully—for
example, by encouraging East-West
trade—Stalin may revert to what was,
after all, his distinctive slogan: Socia-
lism in one country. Only now it is
more than one country.

Long-Term Possibilities

Looking further ahead, one must
hope that, under the influence of
success and security, the Russian
regime will gradually grow more libe-
ral. There is nothing irrational in
such a hope, for tolerance is a normal
effect of prosperity.

Great problems would remain if
friendly relations had been established
between Russia and the West. But it
would then become possible to take
iong-term measures with a view to the
prevention of war in general, not only

-of the war with which we are threa-

tencd at the moment.
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THE SOVIET PRESS

By JOSEF GETA

(43 O one will doubt that the Press
- Vis the best mirror of public
opinion.” This true statement may
apply to countries where free speech
and free opinion have an opportunity
to raise their voice, but not in States
which are governed by a single party
and where public opinion is not made
through the Press but by the Press.
The dogmatic Press with its Marxist-
Leninist Stalinist principles, as we are
witnessing today, was not born over-
night. The political importance of a
leading article in Pravda or Isvestia
becomes more understandable when
we go back to the revolutionary and
iflegal Press of the eighteenth century.
It was shortly before the French
Revolution when the first illegal
pamphlets and newspapers were cir-
culated in Russia. These illegal
papers did not bear a political cha-
}'acter but dealt with the religious
intolerance of Catherine the Great.
It‘: was not before the middle of the
nineteenth century that the political
revolutionary Press came into being.
In 1853 the “father” of Russian revo-
lutionary ideas, Alexander Herzen,
egtablished in London his “Free Rus-
sian Printing Works,” and it was in
London where his Appeal on the Bro-
thers in Russia was printed. Under
the name Kolokol (The Bell) the first
reyolutionary magazine was published.
F}mt of all, 2,500 copies of this maga-
zine were published once a month.
T}len it became more or less a fort-
nightly paper, and it is known today
that the Czar was an enthusiastic
reader of this illegal pamphlet. Forty
years later the first issue of Iskra
appeared, and the name “Lenin”
became world known. In 1890 Lenin
became th.e editor-in-chief of this
Daper, which was published under
grlumtl_ve circumstances. It became
0 e voice of Marxism against Czaris-
¢ Russia, the centres of its illegal
Publications were Petersburg, Riga,
iﬁd Kiev, and outside Russfh, Ber-
(')nLolI;:m’ Paris and Geneva,
appeare dyo?th' 1912, the first issue
by Pravda which became
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The national papers of the various
Soviet Republics are taking a great
part inside the Soviet newspaper sys-
tem. In 1938 there were 2,600
national papers published; but the
Soviet Press concentrates on the main
cities and the capital. In Moscow
alone forty daily papers and two
hundred magazines are published.
The Pravda takes the major role
inside the Soviet newspaper world;

~ this paper publishes 3,500,000 daily

copies, and ils Moscow circulation
reaches the figure of 2,500,000. In
1614 the paper had a circulation of
40,000 copies daily. During the first
years of the Soviet regime the Pravda
received financial support from the
Communist Party. Today the same
paper has a daily profit of 500,000
roubles. The paper has 2,000 employ-
ees. Two other papers and twenty
magazines are published in the print-
ing works of Pravda. The editorial
department of Pravde has 430 emplo-
yees, of which 25 per cent are mem-
bers of the Communist Party. The
Moscow edition is printed within
three hours. The leading articles are
sent by air or teleprinter to the pro-
vincial editions. The daily paper
quota of the 4-page Pravde amounts
to 100 tons per day. The average
number of letters received from the
Pravda readers is 15,000 per month.
Next to the Pravda comes the Isvestia,
which is the official voice of the
People’s Commissariat, and has a
circulation figure of 2 million.
Besides these two well-known daily
papers are the weekly and monthly
journals, such as The Red Star, which
represents the Soviet Army, and Trud,
which is the official voice of the trade
unions, and also the Komsomlskaia
Pravda, the youth paper. These are
the only papers which are not directly
controlled by the State. But all dis-
putes amongst the Soviet Press are
certainly based on the well-known
Lenin-Stalin principles of Marxism.

The next interesting item of the
Soviet Press is the daily paper itself.
‘The average daily paper is only four
pages, there is no space for the dis-
play of photographs, and even car-
toons are seldom published. The first
page contains the infernal policy of
the U. 8. 8. R. such as party infor-
mation. The major part of the second

page deals with internal develop- -
ment, but here we find a leading
political article. The foreign news is
always represented in the form of a
one-sided discussion against the
pluto-democracies of the West.
Foreign trade news such as we know
in the British and American daily
Press is not published in the U. S. S. R.
but is replaced by figures of the achie-
vements of the Five Year Plan. The
accusation, made in various countries,
that the Soviet Press is strongly cen-
sored is denied by them; the exist-
ence of a Press censor is justified by
their argwment that the censor’s work
is to see that no false information or
accusation against the Soviet Father-
land and its leaders is published. The
story of the censorship in Russia is
as old as the Russian Press.

The censorship office consists of
three main departments. Business
cards and letter-headed paper (with
name and address) are not allowed to
be printed without the permission of
«“Glawlit”, the censor department of
the State. The second censorship
department is the Press Department
of the Communist Party, which s
directed by Zhdanov. Without its
permission no journalist has an oppor-
tunity of getting any of his work
published. The C. P. censorship gives
the various editors some information
on which the leading articles should
be based, and, at the same time, this
department is authorised to censor all
the news information from abroad
before it is found on their desks by
the foreign editors. The third and
most dangerous censorship depart-
ment is directed by the N, K. W. D,,
the Soviet secret police. It is their
duty to control all authors and con-
tributors of periodical magazines.
The “Litchontrol” (that is the name
of the censor department of the
N. K. W. D.) must know of the where-
abouts of the writer, how he lives, his-
contacts and his reaction to political
current questions. In view of these-
three censor departments the freedom
of the Soviet Press becomes very
problematical. We must conclude-
that the power of the Press inside the-
U. S. 8. R. is limited. It is not pub-
lic opinion which we see in its colu--
mns but the opinion of the State and:
the Communist Party—N. N. F.



By V.P.

N Wednesday 24ih, the Central

Censor Board held its meeting at
Bombay and though the Board, we are
assured, will function as an indepen-
dent body, Mr. Diwakar, the Minister
for Information and Broadcasting,
appeared to be the most prominent
at least to the Press. The same after-
noon. he addressed a press conference
in which he traced the history of
censorship from 1918, prior to which
no censorship existed in India. The
Cinematograph Act of 1918 gave the
power to provinces to form Censor
Boards, which till 1947 were controlled
mostly by the police departments.
Apparenily, the censorship was politi-
cal rather than moral.

In 1927, the Rangachari Committee
recommended the formation of a
Qentral Censor Board; but the Bri-
tish rulers never acted upon that
Yecommendation. Twenty years later
when the first National Government
was formed at the Centre, it decided
to form the Central Board. But it
Wwas only in December 1949, that the
Necessary amendments to the Cine-
matggraph Act were passed by the
Parliament and it was in J anuary 1951
glat‘: the Central Board began func-
. ;’lmng. Mr. Diwakar was asked seve-
b questions by the representatives
ol t.e Press varying from lencth res-
; lction to sex in films. But the most,
mportant question was: Whether the
censors  would allow the films to
€xpress political views divercent from

e Government and criticise and
satirize the Congress party now in
bower. Mr. Diwakar said no Govern-
ment directive was necessary to the
Board on this matter ag the film will

have the same freed
“In this matter, om as the Press
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pound to grow if the artists from
India and Russia continue to act as
cultural ambassadors in future.

Indian Motion Picture Producers
Association, Artists and Technicians,
Diamond Pictures and many other
film institutions feted them during
their stay in Bombay. They visited
studios, saw shooting of Aan and a set
of Shikwa, they met film stars, direc-
tors, producers, distributors. They
saw reels froma many pictures, saw
dances, heard songs and watched
artistes on stage as well.

I had an opportunity to attend
many functions held in their honour;
but their true personality was reveal-
ed at the press conference and some
absolutely informal function. Pudov-
kin’s devotion to film art, for instance,
was best revealed when he gave the
analysis of how a picture is made in
the Soviet Union, which he called in
his broken-English ‘a process of born-
ing.’ It was also revealed that Pudov-
kin was a science graduate and work-
ing in a chemical factory before he
took to films twenty eight years ago.
And during the last twenty seven
years he has made only fifteen pic-
tures, a fact which shows that a good
director can only make one good pic-
ture in two years whether in Holly-
wood, India or Russia. Pudovkin also
made it clear in extempore speeches
«which again gives the lie to the
anti-Soviet slander that the Soviet
artists are regimented and can not
speak their own mind) that he made
pictures on subjects of his choice and
that he was never forced to make any
picture which he did not want to.
Once the subject was decided upon
the Ministry of Cinematography gave
the director all facilities to make his
work perfect.

Another fact discovered during his
stay in Bombay was that Pudovkin
is also an artiste and that he had
played a leading role in a silent pic-
ture called The Living Corpse. The
man who made this revelation or
rather who had seen this picture
seventeen vears ago was Prithviraj
whose speech at Modern Studio will be
long remembered for the correct
evaluation he made of the artiste and
director and for the stress he laid on
peage for which Nehru was striving!

Incidentally, it was Prithviraj's
original interpretation of Shylock’s
character in an informal party given
by Dr. Mulk Raj Anand that impressed
Cherkasov and Pudovkin most.
Prithviraj presented Shylock not as a
miser but as an oppressed Jew rising
in revolt and though he has perform-
ed this piece before many times, once
in the presence of Quaide-e-Azam
Jinnah and Miss Fatima Jinnah, he
had never perhaps given such a superb-
performance.

And the performance was so inspir-
ing that Cherkasov gave a demonstra-
tion of acting by reciting a piece from
Sancho Panza. Cherkasov is even
taller than Prithviraj. He is about six
feet six inches and during the last
thirty years he has played all kinds
of roles both on the stage and the
screen. He started his career by play-
ing comic roles and performing slap-
stick song and dance numbers; later
he became a romantic hero, but he
made a name as a character actor
portraying important personalities of
science and history on the screen. His
most magnificent performance is of
course of Ivon the Terrible.

It is only in the Soviet Union that
an actor can be a member of Parlia-
ment; Cherkasov, for instance, is the
deputy of the Supreme Soviet and he
is the President of Theatrical Orga-
nisation in Leningrad. One of his
ambitions is to complete Ivon the
Terrible Part II and after visiting
India, his second ambition is to por-
tray an Indian character.

Both Pudovkin and Cherkasor
evinced genuine interest in the Indian
people and the Indian way of life and
culture. They quickly learnt the
Indian style of greeting Namaste and
they appeared to relish Indian food.
What is more, instead of talking about
themselves, they show greater interest
in observing and understanding India.
As Pudovkin once said, the people of
Russia are interested in the history
and culture of India and he demons-
trated that fact by his visit not only
to big cities but to Ajanta and Ellora
and other places of cultural and histo~
ric interest.

In a week or two, Pudovkin and
Cherkasov will leave India, but their
visit has no doubt left an indelible



impression on the film people of India.
It is significant that Hollywood perso-
nalifies have never been given similar
reception in India.

Picture Of The Week

Last week T had an opportunity to
see two American pictures, typical
products of Hollywood. One of them
blended crime and psychology in an
exciting marner. Though not out-
standing A Womuan In Hiding was a
very engrossing story of a wbman who
is afraid that her husband may kill
her as he has killed her father to be-
come the owner of a factory. Full of
brilliant twists and surprises, the hus-
band’s effort to foil his wife’s plans to
expose him provided exciting enter-
tainment embellished with slick direc-
tion. But artistically speaking, the
only noteworthy thing was 1Ida
Lupino’s performance.

The other picture was No Sad Songs
For Me. It was a sentimental story of
a woman who goes to a doctor expect-
ing that he will give her the glad
news of pregnancy only to be shocked
1o hear that she is suffering from
cancer and would not live for more
than ten months. The dramatic inte-
rest arises out of the fact that the
woman Keeps this tragic news a secret
from her husband and also from the
advert of a European girl in the life
of the husband.

But the story is too thin without
any surprises and the details are not
‘fascinating enough to hold one’s at-
tention. It has not even the sloppy
#entimentalism which appeals at least
- %0 a certain section of the picture-

goers. There is nothing brave about
this picture. Even Margaret Sylla-
van's performance is not outstanding
It however marks the welcome debut:,
o§ Rudy Mate, the ace cinematogra-
pher a5 a director.

These and several other
recently released reveg) that
wood has fallen into a ryt and t
}:heir pictures are so slick and
in appearance the
no life in them:.
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NEHRU’S FOREIGN POLiCYy
MUDDLE ‘

is being proclaimed from house
tops in season and out of season
that we are leading the world morally
and that Delhi has become the most
important diplomatic capital of the
wqud. At such a time it becomes the
painful duty of an Indian to criticise
“our lea_ders and to protest against
what wﬂ{ ultimately be termed ag the
lgpportunxst policy of Sri Nehru. Per-
~D8ps our Prime Minister feels that he

is playing the rol
Christ, when n ¥ B

. e i
offering solutiong éS not slow in
Korean war, ete,

g on our leader
151&1; butt. be l_au ing at th,etlzeytcan-
-sa 1sfactlon~that hag ove};tl;:ne
‘ e
‘ ﬁ"n

-and is overtaking us. Having washed
our linen as regards Kashmir before
.other nations and made ourselves ridi-
culous and not being able to find solu-
tions for troubles nearer home, our
leader by lecturing to people who
know what they are after, is walking
into paths by which he will make the
nation which he is leading the laugh-
ing stock of the world. His policy will
.only bring ignominy and ridicule on
us in the long run.

The almost. indecent and over-
-enthusiastic hurry with which our
leader has recognised New China after
flirting so long with Chiang Kai-shek
<cannot but be regarded as opportunis-
tic. Time there was when the Nehrus
‘were compared with the Chiangs and
this could’'nt have been displeasing to
.our leader. Nehruji says that the New
-China is not a mere accident but the
result of 30 years’ struggle. But dur-
ing those 30 years was there one word
of sympathy from him for those who
were struggling though he was almost
overcome with emotion at the heroic
deeds of the Spanish Republicans
against Franco. If the Peking regime
is a fact, is it a greater reality than
Franco Spain or Israeal? And yet
we have not shown any over-enthu-
slasm in recognising these regimes.
Even as late as the holding of the
Asian Relations Conference, it was not
considered impolite to ignore the
existence of Asiatic Russia or Soviet
China which even then was bigger
than most of the countries represent-
ed. Suddenly it has dawned on us that
it is these two powers that count in
that region.

Our leader has told a groping world
that means are as important as the
end. Does he approve of the methods
by which the Peking rulers are where
they are? If so, will he find out from
the Chincse representatives in Delhi
whether the methods adopted by the

Indian Communists are in any wlay
di¥erent from those by which the
Peking men have driven out Chiang
Kai-shek from the Chinese mainland?
In the light of that will he modify
his attitude to Indian Communists
and invite them to share power with
him? Perhaps Nehruji feels that a
successful mutiny is revolution.

Our leader’s recent statement on
Japanese rearmament may be a tri-
bute to the authors of the Versailles
treaty but it cannot bring us the
thanks of the Japanese people even as
his view on the garrisoning of the
Suez in war time has only brought
protests from the Egyptian Govern-
ment. Nehru’s advice to the Japa-
nese as regards their constitution is,
to say the least, not pertinent. Per-
haps it comes out of a desperate desire
to put ourselves in the right with
those who seem to be winning. This
desire may be unconscious since Nehru
cannot be accused of insincerity!

One wonders where Nehru is leading
us! What will be our position when
Chiang stages a come-back to the Chi-
nese mainland and again rules from
Nanking, as he is bound to though as
a satellite of the Anglo-American-
German-Japanese bloc which will
emerge as a result of the 3rd world
war or a continuation of the 2nd
world war. On our near western
borders, we have a power which can-
not be friends with us iu the fore-
seeable future. Not all the eloquence
of Nehru nor the wit of our Home
Minister will put us right with Chiang
and his successors. India will be iso-
lated from the other Asian powers.
That is where the author of the Asian
Relations Conferences is leading us. It
is sad to think that it is falling to the
lot of Nehru to lead us into an abyss
from which only a miracle can save
us.—“B. 8.”

On prominent display in Gen. Douglas MacArthur's head-quarters
in Tokyo are these words: “Youth is not a time of life—it is a state of

mind....You are as young as your faith, as old as your doubt; as young

as your self-confidence, as old as
old as your despair.”

your fear: as young as your hope, as



LOVE AFFAIRS OF
CHARLES DICKENS

By Dr.S. MURARI SINHA, Ph. D.
On February 7th falls the Birth Anniversary of Charles

Dickens.

THERE is a certain type of woman,
recurring in all ages, which can
best be described as an adventuress,
because she trades on her looks, her
inherited or acquired c¢harms, and her
scarcity-value. This type crosses the
path of all men in all walks of life,
and bargains for the most that she
can get in this world. Mostly such
3 woman sells herself to one who can
offer her the maximum material com-
fort and social prestige.

When such women crossed the path
of men like Alexander Pope, Sir Walter
S(;otb, Lord Byron, John Keats, Charles
D}ckens, they scarred their lives, and
vilified their own sex. Pope and
Byron revenged themselves upon
women in their writings; Reats suffer-
ed in .silence; and Scott and Dickens
worshipped the images in their hearts
and faced the world, their lives having
been coloured by this new experience.

Maria Beadnell, the daughter of a
banker, the youngest of three sisters
not yet quite twenty-one, was such a:
one when Charles Dickens was intro-
duced to her in 1829. Dickens was
younger to her not only in years, but
also in worldly wisdom, being igno-
rant of the wiles that a coquetie
exercises with a natural facility and
song-froid. Poor Dickens, who was
still to make his way in the world
was enthralled to the point of dis-
traction, ?.nd displayed all those symp-
'_coms.wh}ch a young man of keen
imagination and extreme sensitivity
does. He wrote madding letters io
her, suﬁgred agonies which he could
:S:g; \;m}tlo none, and worked un-

giy m: hims
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di i i
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he _could to gain her ,f:.?gugld Iail;
availed of all chances of being' near
her. One day Maria Beadnell, her
mother Mrs. Beadnell, and g5 ’male
escort hqd come out with the purpose
of prdermg sorae  dresses. Dickens
met them on the Way, and accompa-
nied them to the dressmaker’s l\l/:rs
Beadnfall, who must have bheen fami-
liar with the feelings of Marig turn
ed. {0 young Dickens at the doc’)r a
said to him, pointedi e

_ ’ ) Yy, “And now
Dickens, we'l} wish you goodmorn’irfg.l";

This was a mortifyi
ying exper
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ell had married
the rich Mr. Winter, Dickens foung

consolation in the house of a Scota-

man, Mr. Hogarth, who had, in a way,
helped him in his career. The
Hogarths had been blessed with three
daughters, and Dickens decided to
link his fate with the eldest,
Catherine.

From the very start, the contrast
in their natures was obvious. Dickens
was tempestuous, fastidious, and pos~
sessed of demoniac energy. The right
thing at the right place, clock-preci-
sion in punctuality, and similar other
things marked his way of life. But
Kate was more inclined to let things
glip, or take care of themselves,
rather than exert herself. Hers was
a placid and tranquil temperament,
and though she loved Dickens deeply
and well, she failed to co-operate with
him in his needs. His nature demand-
ed love, warm, ali-enveloping, and
almaost  overbearing. But Kate’s
nature stood in her way and with the
best will in the world, she could not
cope with his demands.

There were several reasons which
led to the break-up of the Dickens
home, nearly twenty years after their
marriage.

Dickens never forgot Maria Bead-
nell, and his wife must have felt like
an intruder in her own home,
because Dickens does not seem to
have taken care to have disguised
his feelings. Maria’s memeory and
her beinz mentioned repeatedly must
have acted as a slow corroding influ-
ence, which helped in making mat-
ters irremediable in due course of
time.

Then there were her sisters.

Charles Dickens and Catherine
Hogarth were married on April 2, 1838,
and had a week’s honeymoon. Its
‘brevity can only be explained by the
fact of Dickens’s having got tired of
it. Kate must have revealed her
placid nature to him within this
shor} period, and he may have experi-
enced a cooling-off on his own part.
His last lefter to Kate before their
marriage begins with “My dearest
Wig,” and his first to her after mar-
riage with “My dear Kate”. Dickens
could always find an outlet in his
work, which probably he did. And in
the autumn following their wedding,
Rate’s youngest sister, Mary, came to

- stay with them.

Mary was a charming girl of six-
teen, beautiful, intelligent, and—a
guality that endears any woman to
any man-—sympathetic. Dickens was
at this time rich in friends, money
and reputation. He was young—he
had turned twenty-four in February
1836—handsome, and, in his own
circle, popular. And Mary was like a
ministering angel. Mary congquered
him imimediately and engaged his
affections almost exclusively. While
Kate had iaunched on her career of
child-bearing, and while she was
busy looking after the house as best
she could, Mary and Charles Dickens
romped about London, going to din-
ners, receptions, theatres, picture-
galleries.- Dickens was in’ ecstasies,
and Mary’s sweet devotion and hero-
worship conguered his heart with
little eftort on his part.

But the dream was not to last long.

In January 1837, Kate bore her
husband a son, and it added to the
general happiness of the family. But
on the 7th May of the same year,
without any notice, after an illness
lasiing only a few hours, Mary
Hozarth passed away, plunging Dick-
ens. and his wife, Kate, in the deep-
est gloom.

This was the second blow to the
~lready weaksned heart of Dickens.
Do cried, scbbed, wept in his letters
about Mary after her death. He
vore her ring continually, dreamt of
her almost every night, and found
himsell unable to fulfill his literary
oklizo'ions. His friends tried to con-
¢l2 him, bul he would nol be con-
soled.

And poor Kate was a helpless wit-
nercs to all this  effusion of her hus-
band’s grief for her own sister. She
hardly recovered from the after-
effects of her first delivery when
nature had given warning of the
impending second. But Mary’s death,
and Dicken’s raniing and raving
afiected her in the only possible way
—she upderwent her first mis-
carriage.

By 1841, five years after their wed-
ding, Kate had become the mother
of four children, and was simply dis-
abled from attendipg to her house-



hold duties. The solution to the
problem was provided by the arrival
of her second sister as a permanent
guest. Georgina Hogarth replaced
Mary as well as Kate. She took
charge of the establishment, and
relieved Kate of its worries and res-
ponsibilities, ard she fulfilled Mary’s
place as Dicken’s social companion.

This was another bitter pill. Mary's
death had been, in a way, a God-send
to Kate. But Mary had not taken
charge of the household. And Geor-
gina practically ousted Kate from her
rightful place. This state of affairs
lasted till the appearance of yet
another woman on the scene.

This one was a professional actress,
whom Dickens had met in Manches-
ter in 1837. He had engaged one
Mrs. Ternan, and her two daughters,
Maria and Ellen, to act in The Fro-
zen Deep, and was first drawn to
Maria, and later on to Ellen. His
relations with Ellen became more inti-
mate, and g naturally caused much
gossip. He visited her regularly, and
was, it may be presumed, catechised
at his own home by Kate’s mother,
and her sister, Helen. The last straw
appeared in the shape of some
jewellery which Dickens had ordered
for Miss Ellen Ternan, but which was,
by mistake, delivered to Kate. Mrs.
Hogarth and her sister found an easy
excuse, and they took Kate away
from, the house. After this Dickens
established a permanent liaison with
Ellen, and Georgina was left the
undispuled mistress of the house.

Whether the blame is entirely
Kate’s, or entirely Dickens’s it is im-
possible to say. Incompatibility of
temperaments accounts partly, but
not wholly for this tragedy. There
had been one or {two other minor inci-
dents now and then, but Kate, with
her usual complaisance, had applied
Nelson’s eye to them.

Whatever the cause, the suffering
Was shared by them both, and it was
unfortunate that it was allowed to
happen at all.

There was yet another woman—if
such a word can be used for her—
who, used to rebuffing the highest in
;het land and even abroad, was
: ‘es lnéd ‘bo suffer rebuffs from this

.

After Diockens and his daughters
had given a dramatic performance at
tk}e Gallery of Hlustration, Queen
V1cto.ria. sent a request to Dickens for
meeting her, so that she could thank
him personally, but Dickens declined
to meel the Queen in his actor’s

apparel. The request, ag also  the
refusal, were repeated.

.He rebuffed the Queen a

time when she intimated g de:ie:g r;((i)
him that she wanted to hear him reag
In reply he politely informed ’ché
Queen that she should attend one of
his  public readings, as an audience
w‘as absolutely necessary for him
That was the end of this request too:

When the entire nati
mourning the death of theonPri‘K::
Qonsqrt in 1861, Dickens wag express~
ing his irritation at the exaggerateq
inelancboly. and wrote tg g friend
»there 1S no publie service like hav:
Ing walked in the Wways of the Late
Lamented.” At his home when a
‘P}*mcp Albert Pudding’ ap,peared on
his b‘ul of fare, he cancelled it, ang
sgbs§1tuted the words ‘Flunkey ’Pud—
ding’. But as others were likely to
feel hupt, he replaced this new nam
by a still newer one- ‘The Great 3
Good Pudding’, and

But Victoria wa

s not
accepted a bluff o Woman who

\ easily, Ten Yyears
later, she invit i

and Dickens, aendd Brownmg, Carl,vle,
Dickens alone faj
Eventually, howeve
interview with the
view at which he
chair owing to Co
his daughiers not
to be presented g
not have suffereq

Wwas not offered g
urt etiquette. Hag
expressed a desire
t Court, he might
this humiliation.
There is yet another g i
relation with VictoriaaorS p;;:hgf)sh;z
wpuld be more correct to call it as of
his attitude toward Victoria In
February 1840, when Vietoria was
wegded to Albert, ang the entire
nation was celebrating it Dickens
hac} pretended to be in lové with Vie-~
to;‘xa! He €xpressed his agony to his
friends in his letters, However much:
concerp it may have caused to his
well-wishers then, now tt appears to.
hz?,ve l?een an exhibition of his theg~
trical instinet, ang nothing more.. .

.

Charles Dickens’s mother was soci-
ally his father’s superior. Mrs, Eliza-
beth Dickens, nee Barrow, was a
brave woman who stood by her hus-
band in all his miseries, and never,
never deserted him. She had borne
him eight children—Charles was the
second.

Young Charles had been taught the
alphabets by his mother, who, accord-
ing to all accounts, was a very fine
woman. If we accept John Dickens,
Charles’s father, as the original of
Mr. Micawber, we shall appreciate
the lady’s difficulty. She had to bear
the brunt of the family’s burden, and
had even gone to the extent of
advertising a school for young boys
for the sake of money. If she did not
get any pupils, it was not her fault.

It is difficult to understand the
attitude of Dickens towards his
mother. He failed completely to
appreciate her difficulties. Whatever
the reasons, her relations with Char-~
les never appear to have been cordial.
When Dickens lampooned his mother

as Mrs. Nickleby, he was condemned’
by those of his readers who came to:
know this fact. She appears to have
suffered much in life, and her son’s
prosperity did not make much differ-
ence to her. .

Her death in September 1863 must
have been a relief—to both! .

Charles John Huffham Dickens, te
give him his full name, departed this
world on June 9, 1870. The only
woman who seems to have given him
pleasure of the type he sought for
from them was an actress, who has
been universally censured for it.
Maria Beadnell—Catherine Hogarth—
Mary Hogarth—Georgina Hogarth—
—Ellen Ternan—each one of them, in
some way or the other, gave him both
pain and pleasure.

Charles Dickens lived in this world
for fifty-eight years. Had he lived
longer, it is possible that he might
have had other affairs, but it is im-
probable that he would have learnt
anything else about women.
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HE Republic Day was marked by

'utter lack of enthusiasm in the
Capital. Nor wss it expected that
there would be mad joy in the citj-
zenry. 50 many seafs were vacant at
the Military Parade that Panditji was
thorcughly annoyed about it all. 1t
can, however, be flatteringly put down
to the abhorrence of the Indian
masses for war—which was shared by
some of the invitees. Why of all days
the Republic Day should have been
chosen for the glorification of War
passeth understanding. The main
event on thic Republic Day was the
presentation of Parama Vira Chakra
L0 heroes of the Kashmir Campaign—
a campaign which was as ill-conduct-
gd as it was ill-chosen. The reference
is to phe political aspect and not to
the military aspect. If the Indian
Arn}y had béen allowed to give its
advice; and if the advice was heeded
there weuld have been no Kashm'n:
problem today. Kashmir would have

been with India b i
been y the middle of

The pageant which followe
Military March Past was, on the svhglllee
a collourful affair, but was mainls;
deva'ed to glorification of War. One
of the‘ s‘c'enes presented was Krishna's
ixho;mugn to -Arjuna not to hesitate
tg kil I}is own Kkith and kin. And

€ chariot of Arjuna was drawn not

gy horses but by a military vehicle.

bi\éertilalndian warriors were extolled,
5 ‘ere were a few scenes which

¢ I(:picted the Apostles of Peace like

ofe tiuddha, Asoka and Gandhi. Some

€ scenes were extremely well-
rendered by artists Sanyal, Kumaril
Swamy and Raj Ranotra. '

* L] 3
The Socialist Party created a minor

sensation by demonstratin i
g against a
mammoth-dinner given by the local

-Congress blgwiz;bnthe Republic Day.

PRASAD

Some of the dinn

ner-guests w
when they fo " back
! : und the iali
demonstrators remonstrati o Clalist
them on the "8, Vith

ood Crisis

) , e . l
c‘guntm. It is quite trye that tk? e
will not get g single oy o

X g}orsel of food ag
i ) a dinner not
Itl}féd.di ’{‘f}at is the terrible defezghz?g
the S ‘1but10n—system now preva'ln
h"gs in ‘the land. Production in f od
Ditqtaic‘tkually been going up during %')ld
ast two vear " .
Ehe land is the faj i B}?rtogxl;at -y
C :fﬁsﬁ?}?c«:nment has Proceeded %x;xetr}xlt.
;uoto 1.;1., if you import, some f Y
matically everybody e
enough to eat. M et

: I you want

ated%?engg s;slf—sufﬁcient weltl0 irtngexfg
Y stopping im 6rt ’

make Ingdig Erodic you

a result of such

The fact that th i
coog © JAct that there §s i
_u)‘d av T_‘lable with ug shouYgri] e
%u n}.azmg use of stocks witet?d o
nimost care. .Bup what we actuatﬁe
o 0 deva 10N In rural aregg. Thiz
Cl;r dov ‘,C.“ they will s arve out. But
ra‘iioninftﬁlé?gnz‘ explains thét de

§) 2 S them fo get 1 n
:\g}elrfyer . they can get it, c’OIcfi ftft?m

ald 5y fo04d, the Government wou?d,

a0t S t
sections in the villages OfoItxilcfi :OOl‘eY

=
LY

The movement f
) or deco
gxsngﬁwerful support of nI\EIl:I]iaAI;‘ e
Ga 1, whose death anniver, s
ng  observeq Y s

this B
Mahatma lived in g worlge:fk his ﬁ i

o Himmser 0y was just as honest

—where everybody

saints, The Mahatl:n(;w-thmats o be

was not meant

to be an administrator: his advice on
administrative matters was just like
Prophet Mahomet’s advice on geogra-
phical matters. Mahomet was asked
what the significance of mountains
was. He replied that they were huge
weights placed on the earth so that it
may not be blawn off by winds.

In his Outline of Intellectual Rub-
bish, whick is the longtst essay in

Unpopular Essays, Bertrand Russell

makes a reference to the fact that
“Mahatma Gandhi solemnly warned
his compatriots that these disasters
(earthquakes) had been sent as a
punishment for their sins” by God.
Jawaharlal Nehru also disagreed with
this diagnosis at that time. Russell
goes on 1o say that even in England
this point of view still exists. “In
1916, when things were not going well,
a Scottish clergyman wrote to the
newspapers to say that military fai-
lure was due to the fact that, with
Government sanction, potatoes had
been planted on the Sabbath. How-
ever, disaster was averted, owing to
the fact that the Germans disobeyed
all the Ten Commandments, and not
only one of them.”

I once sent to Mahatma Gandhi a
guotation from Bertrand Russell’s
Conquest of Happiness: “I do not deny
that there is a great deal too much
lying in the world, and that we should
be the better for an increase of truth-
fulness, but I do deny, and think every
rational person must, that lying is in
no circumstances justified. I once in
the course of a country walk saw 2
tired fox at the last stages of exhaus-
tion still foreing himself to run. A
few minutes afterwards I saw the
hunt. They asked me if I had seen
the fox, and I said I had. They asked
me which way he had gone, and I lied
to them. I do not think I should have
been a better man if I had told the
truth.,” I asked the Mahatma whether
this was a case of Non-Violence being
more important than Truth. The
Mahatma replied that Bertrand Rus-
sell was a great writer and philoso-
pher. The Mahatma added that he
himself would have refused to tell
which way the fox went, but would
not have told a lie. (If the hunt
guessed the right way, obviously they
would kill the fox. Gandhi’s attitude
_would give them a chance of finding
Ahe fox, whereas Russell's attitude

e L

would ensure that the fox was saved. -
This is because the first is keen about
a principle, the second is keen about
tk‘iffox‘s life.)

= [ ] *

It was a very pleasant experience
to find Thyagaraja as the centre of
interest in the Capital City this week.
Thyagaraja ranks with Beethoven as
one of the greatest composers of the
world. Beethoven was Defiance:
Incarnate, but Thyagaraja was the
very image of Modesty and Humility.
Thyagaraja’s music is devotional in
character, and is even regarded as -
Yoga. There are said to be many ways
of attaining God. One of them Iis
Jnanamarga, (the path of Wisdom®)
and another is Bhaktimarga (the path
of Devotion). Nadabrahmopasa (WOr«
ship of God through Sound) is but a
variation of the Bhaktimarga.

In the South, the non-Brahmin
movement went so mad as to ban the
singing of Thyagaraja songs. Under -
the cover of Tamil Isai movement, it
was sought to exclude all non-Tamil
songs from conceris by South Indian
mausicians. But in view of the non-
Brahmin character of the organisers,
the Brahmin musicians continued to
sing Thyagaraja’s compositions, which
are in Telugu. Some of us were
happy, in a way, when the move for
Tamil Isai was first made a few years -
ago. The reason for this was that
some of the musicians in the South,
who are not conversant with the
Telugu language, mutilate the words
of the songs so badly that it becomes
guite unbearable for any Telugu-
knowing person. Musicians like
Ariyakudi and Chembai invariably
learn the Telugu language in order to
avoid murdering the song.

I was glad to note that the pronun-
ciation of the large number of compe-
tent singers in Delhi was highly
satisfactory. Three years ago I used
to find their words unrecognisable
and repugnant to my Telugu ear. Ib
is strange that the most important
songs of the South should all be in
Telugu, and the most important musi-
cians should all be Tamil. The Tamils
have musical souls; the Telugus are
content with bragging about Thyaga-
raja. But as K. S. Venkataramanl
said, it was the waters of the Cauvery
that Thyagaraja drank. The sand--
dunes of the Cauvery have been the:..
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playing-fields of many a genius of
Tamilnad.
- . *

Einstein does not actually come
from Tanjore District, but plays as
well as Dwaram or Chowdiah (non-
Tanjoreans both) on the violin. He
recently said that he had very few
interesis in the world today—his own
work, the work of his colleagues, and
his violin. Prof. Ross of the Univer-
sity of Western Australia, who spoke
recently on Modern Ideas of Time
and Space to the Faculty of Sciences
of the Delhi University, paid a great
tribute to Einstein, having studied
under the same teacher as Einstein’s
— Minkowski. Prof. Ross told me that
he had never met Einstein. There
were only twelve people who under-
stood the Theory of Relativity, said
Prof. Ross: he added thal he was not
one of the twelve.

What bafiled one of the Professors

(non-scientific) at the y
P'rof. Ross’s simple statg;tgx: tvl?:
light took hundreds of millions af
years to reach the earth from so .
f:gﬁd tllf thte star exploded tomms*r(I)I\:ve
e star conti '
Qay after? He was bgléiictl(:v?lggeﬁr b
told. that_ it would for millions of ey
Einstein did more work in hi};e?irfse'

than any other mat ici j
Newton Cacr m hematician since

Autobio i

ﬁ?te;for the Vplume on Eiigaggirlr;c?l

e Library of Living Philosopher .
?;?{destlyt;ecords that he decides' 1'tl,:a

e up the study of Physj
he thought that a brietflylsilfceS ‘?’:(S:‘ause
enough to study even g single branm
of Mathematics! Einstein Was rec i
asked. what kind of weapons wo Tntly
used.m the next war. He replieg(t1 o
he d1<_i not know what king wouldhat
'u‘sed in the next; but he kne o
kind would be used in e et

the next—sticks and stmﬁif | ar after

WISDOM IN THE

N advertising agency can mea-
sure its value to its clients by the
eales increase that results. The
advertising agency exerts a kind of
“will-power” over the buying habits of
the public, and is rewarded in propor-
tion as a change in those buying
habits increases the income of the
client. But a truly cultural contri-
bution may not affect income at all;
more than likely, it will make the
matter of income seem unimportant
to those who are affected.
wisdom—and all cultural con-
tributions are an expression of
wisdom—has never had a high
wvalue in the market place. Pythagoras,
one of the great sages of antiquity,
was obliged, according to tradition, to
pay his first pupil to learn from him.
No real teacher ever engages in his
profession for money, although in an
acquisitive society, where the teacher
is not honored above all men, the
teacher tends to adopt the morals of
“khe trader and to be subjected to the
C_Ompulsmns of bargaining for his live-
lihood—an activity which is by nature
.alien to one devoted to education.
We cannot imagine a Pestalozzi or
'an Alcott, or 2 Gandhi—to name
r;.another sort of teacher—being upset
A -59' the lack of remuneration in his

MARKET PLACE

chosen lifework. i
chooses his work k?ec%ir;:u;fe Leacher
bbzci\flse of his all—consuming dégilizt
e of I111(5153. I spciety rewards him
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eacher, he finds no-

LAW OF TORTS: By S. Ramaswamy Iyer.
Published by the Eastern Law House
1Ltd., Calcutta. Price Rs. 16.

The author is generally known and
referred to in this part of the count:ry as
—Torts Ramaswamy lyer. That is an
indication of the popularity of the boo'k
and the esteem in which the author is
held as an authority on the subject—the
Law of Torts. It would be a task of
super-arrogation on the part of a com-
mon or garden Barrister to say much after
the encomiums showered on the book
and the author by such eminent persons
as the late Sir william Holdsworth (_t_he
great authority on the history of .Enghsh
Taw), the late Rt. Hon'ble Sir Tej Baha-
dur Sapru (one of the foremost lawyers
and politicians in India) and Sir C.
Madhavan Nair «with his varied and bril-
liant career from law reporter in Madras
to member of His Majesty's Privy Council
in England).

The author rightly observes: ‘“The law
of torts is a living and growing branch of
jaw. Its main theme is the definition of
the individual's rights and duties in con-
formity with the prevalent standards of
yeasonable conduct Znd public good and
convenience.” It is of profound interest
to the student of law and of the social
sciences. ‘The law of torts in England is
pranch of the English common law and
has been developed in the main by deci-
sions of English judges in courts of law.
In India the principles there evolved have
been applied as being conscnant with
justice, equity and good conscience. The
law is developing fast and with the growth
of industrial conditions, scientific advance-
ment, increasing complexities of civilised
life, the law of torts is coming to occupy
a larger and more important place in the
work of the law courts. It is becoming
jncreasingly necessary for every one to
know the subject in all its application and
recognize one’s rights, duties and liabili-
ties in the present context. The great
need for codifying the law on the subject
is rightly emphasised by the author and
it is hoped that there will soon be an
Indian Torts Act.

The law of torts is a branch of law
intended to secure redress in the form of
damages to the agerieved party and pre-
vent “unsoeisl conduct” on the part of

" individuals. Why is it that very few cases

of torts go before the Indian courts, as
compared with the large number of such

. 200KS & AUTHIRS &

cases in the courts in England and
America? Is it due to poverty or igno-
rance of one’s rights and remedies or to
mere apathy aad fatalism or a generally
forgiving nature or any other cause? It
is an interesting speculation.

Injuries to  person and reputation,
wrongs to movable and immovable pro-
perty—nuisance, negligence, defamation,
deceit, injurious falsehood, conspiracy and
interference with contractual and business
relations, are all well known topics. There
are, kesides, miscellaneous rights—relat-
ing to (a) patent, copyright and trade-
mark (b office or dignity (¢) member-
<hip of a club, association or caste, etc.
‘And now the Constitution of India has
declared in clear and unmistakable terms,
in Articles 14 to 32, certain Fundamental
Rights: (i) Right to Equality (i) Right to
Freedom (iii) Right against Exploitation
«dv) Right to Freedom of Religion (W)
Cultural and Educational Rights (vi)
Right to Property and (vi) Right to
Constitutional Remedies. The author
takes note of the Constitution and ite
provisions in this edition and deals with
the various topics adequately.

Many a harassed householder, harassed
in the nights by loud and often discordant
music with loud-speakers, tom-torns,
cymbals, etc., would be interested to know
that the Madras High Court (Mr. Justice
V. Panduranga Rao) has held in a case
ireported in the Indian Law Reports 1937
Madras, page 1) that such music in the
nights is an actionable nuisance and givem
an injunction restraining it between the
hours of 11 pm. and 5 am. The Judge
okserves: “Sleep is human nature’s daily
medicine, and disturbance to sleep is not
a matter of complaint only to pecple of
refined susceptibility, but to everyone,
whether in Tondiarpet or elsewhere.”

With a wealth of case law and abun-
dance of illustrations, the author, one-
tiime lecturer in the Law College, deals
exhaustively and fascinatingly with this
riost interesting subject, in all its facets—
substantive and procedural. He has pro-
duced & hook which has already run into
fpur editions since it was originally pub-
}mhed in 1932, testifying to his untiring
industry, his vast knowledge, and his
powers of lucid expression. Altogether
Ramaswami Iyer’s “Law of Torts” is ;
most readable and reliakle hook on the
subject for every one, lawyer and citi
alike—R. N. AINGAR. wen
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Welcome To Seviet Artists

We have had in our midst two of the
most well-known men of Soviet Russia
exerting international influence in the
realm of art and culture: Pudovkin and
Cherkassov. Pudovkin has made history
with his wonderful films known through-
out the world. He has also contributed
original methods of technique to film-
making. The term “montage” was first
introduced by Pudovkin who is famous
lor his “cutting” which works out human
emotions on celluloid with tremendous
significance caught up in a perfect graph
of rhythm and tempo.  Cherkassov is
one of the most celebrated film-artists of
the day. His is a name to conjure with
in the world of film-acting. As Ivan in
the tremendous film “Ivan The Nimble,”
directed by Pudovkin Cherkassoy displays
an enviable mastery over characterisation.
These Soviet artists are great artists
because they are great students of art,
politics and history. No work on cellu-
loid is undertaken without deep study and
careful preparation, accurate and impec-
cabie in every detail.

Welcome to the artists of Soviet Russia.
May this visit cement a deeper friendship
between India and U, S. 8. R. than hag
50 far been done. By doing them honour
we but honour ourselves,

HARINDRANATH CHATOPADHYAYA.

De Mille’s Samson And Delilah

I am surprised at the criticism under
the letter “Picture of the Week” in your
issue dated January 13. It is a criticism
that is not based on facts. Below I give
some details which will clearly refute the
view of your correspondent that Samsen
& Delilah is no phenomenal success, No
doubt it is one of the greatest produc-
tions ever to come out from Hollywood.

The durable 66 year old showman, Cecil
B. De Mille, in.his 36th year in Hollywood,

who loves to unite strong story value and
religion, found the Derfect medium in the
Samson Story. He did not have to
manufacture any of either. In full meg-
Sure and  overflowing, the story is in
Chapters 13 to 16, Book of Judges, Old
Testarment—so fyl of hate, passion,
frailty, treachery, muyrder and violence
: that even biblical scholars question its
o place in the Holy Book,

on on subjects
brief and typewritten.

But the story is there and De Mille has.
taken full advantage of every hot breath
it brgathes. The De wMile formula—

» opped brows anqg aid heeg.
less homage to shrewd C. B P eed

The Samson Story hag been roll
aronnd ig De Mille’s head for years. hI‘g
]9%5 h? hired Harolq Lamb, author, to do
a treatment. It wag shelved, ,
ago De Mille no longe L
Samson  call, Lamb’

dusted off, placed square] on ’
huge oaken desk at y ot Sle's
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, SWATANTR

ONE BY ONE

Ty

" Introducing the new Preventive Detention Bill

Parliament,-

in

conspirational methods and carrying on un

Act made in the Union Parliament by
India’s new Home Minister. Sri Raja-
gopalachari applied to the unfortu-
nates exposed to that Act a language

appropriate only to convicted crimi- .

nals. It was for him a small step,
after this, to feel righteously horrified
over the bare idea that Government
“should wait till the crime is com-
mitted before taking action.” Yet it
is precisely this idea which, more than
any other, expresses the essence of
individual freedom under civilized
administrations. There should be a
crime committed before anyone can
be hauled up as a criminal for it.
The dividing line between customary
innocence and prospective criminality
is so unpredictable that none is fit to
dogmatise about it or turn it to
another’s hurt and one’s own com-
placence. Due allowance has to be
made for the uncertainty of it in the
whole structure of our law and justice
which should require evidence to the
satisfaction of independent judicial
tribunals before anyone is jailed or
hanged as.a criminal. Things like
trickety, furtiveness and underground
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g . ATROCIOUS
-
- § HE objection to preventive deten- existence may in the savage code of
'Sn gz tion is that there is no means of post-Gandhian Satyagraha be treated
g O making it fool-proof and knave-proof. 2as eqgual to punishable criminality,
1% Members of Government are just like but the bulk of people are less austere
E ordinary people with this difference and puritanical and will not be dis-
< that the corrupting influence of power posed to be so virtuous at others’
§ 4 makes the former less reliable and expense. It is to be feared that this
®g more dangerous. An independent doctrine of C. R. will not fail to fall
EE judiciary is the device of democracy as a boomerang on some of the
g H for saving citizens from the tyranny Ministers themselves who have not
,afa of high-handed exercises of power by been above trickstering tactics when
g.é unprincipled executive authorities. it served their cwn purposes. When
gg, How wise and necessary such a device C. R. pleads for respect for Gov-
?s is, was made clear to thinking minds ernment, pontificating that “it is
: & by the amazing speech pleading for mnot right to have fundamental dis-~.
E’ extension of the Preventive Detentjon respect towards the institution on

which the peace of the country
depends,” he cuts a rather comic
figure—as comic a figure as the
Madras Government tdid sometime
ago when they issued instructions
that peons should treat Ministers with
becoming respect! Respect is never
felt under clamour or duress. Nor is
severity a cure for disrespect.

No doubt the Communist menace is
there, a grave problem fo tax the
intelligence and energies of any Goy~
ernment. There has been no lack of
thoroughness in the application of
police measures for the suppression of
Communists. But the problem
remains unsolved, as it is bound to
remain, so long as it continues to be
treated as a police matter merely.
The Government themselves are a
manufactory of Communists since
their policies tend perennially to drive
batches of frustrated youths of keen
intelligence and thwarted ambitions
in sheer desperation into violence and
anti-social ways. A regime of minis-
ters who have made a speciality of
rushing about madly on' purposeless :

. tours; who are so nepoﬁstie-that:;thmvsﬁ



have lost the respect of the services;

who resort to the trickery of propa-

ganda to make up for the futility of

their rule; who treat the power of

office, not as a means of service but

as an opportunity for family, group
and clan consolidation; and who
have to their credit miserable failure
all round resulting in starvation, dis-
tress, discontent and bitter disillusion-
ment of the people,—such a regime
cannot but drive non-viclence out
and make increasing numbers of
people revolutionally violent-minded,
and imprisoning them without trial
will not improve the situation. Pre-
ventive detention amounts to actual
violence on the part of Government
ih anticipation of expected violence
on the part of the governed. It can
only be described as atrocious.

Prohibition
£ YONSIDERATIONS of prestige
should not stand in the way of

Goveynment re-examining the whole
question of Prchibition realistically.
If the drink evil could be eliminated
it is indisputable that millions wouldr
be enabled to lead better lives. . That
Prohibition has failed to eliminate it
Lsxe ;:;))? com_mon knowledge. The:
10ns given to some
drin}(, the facilities provli);:cri)le fg(x)'
foreign residents, the disinclination of
several high-placed officers in respon-
sible positions to set the example of
abstinence are some of the reasons
that have caused the fallure of Prohi-
bition. The experiment has meant in
actual practice the substitution of - -~
cit and harmtul concoctions in place
of tested and certifieq liquor in regu-
lat’ed hours and doges. To produce:
this result, the Government have lost
crores of revenue, The Present un-
tenable position benefits nobody. The
G'ovemment should either work Prohi-
bition efficiently, or give it up as
beyond their capacity.

- Sotto Voce

.

~ ORPHANS OF THE STORM

THE Aga Khan, with that enviable

gift of adjustment which marks
fashionable religious leadership in
the modern world, pleads for the
installation of Avabic as the State
language of Pakistan. That would
be-a bond with the rest of the Islamic
world, he argues. Meanwhile he him-
self is content to derive the bulk of
his revenues from India, to live in
Blarritz and to give his allegiance to
Persia, Pakistan is framing a Con-
.stitut®n for its people which, it has
%Dﬁﬁted, will be in conformity with
s NN - feusts of Islam. But

before these lines are in i
. print
zvlll h;wg become illegal in th
Ty. And alms-giving enjoined by th
3 e
Holy Koran ags g piois duty ory the

faithful, will be j
abetment, Punishable as  an

begging:
at coun-

n
L]

»
If sacerdota] Pakistan thus

its rue with a gi wears.

i . difference secular I

Is no le,:ss original in itg interprlé(t?;a:
tion of its role, Mr. Nehru refuses to
be ma bap to anybody and tells his:
countrymen that they must regard

themselves as orphans. Better call

amount of attention that is being
bestowed on the citizen by one autho-
rity or other with the unamimous
desire to make his life a little more
perplexing is truly astonishing. Many
States, for instance, long ago antici-
pated Pakistan by laying a taboo on
pbegging. But while they have gene-
rously bestowed ration-cards on
everybody they have not thought it
their business to find out whether
everybody has the cash to buy.

*® * -

Luckily for the destitute the inter-
dict on alms-giving is far from being
scientifically enforced. Law-break-
ing is in fact endemic—a state of
affairs which seems satisfactory to
everybody except those who are
burdened with scruple or a double
dose of cowardice. This corruption
of the conscience is far more dreadful
than the venality that thrives on
desperate men’s needs. Dr. Ambedkar
who has solemnly renounced his
ancestral Hinduism is understandably
not very tender t{owards Manu and
Yajnavalkya. But he treats the social
organisation of his new-found faith
with equal disdain. He would impose
the yoke of his secular smriti impar-
tially on Hindu and Buddhist, Sikh
and Jain.

* * *

But the Law Minister loses his
aplomb when somebody suggests that,
following his own logic, he should

‘extend his code fo Muslims and Chris-

tians also. “It is not even common
sense,” he shouts, for that would be
offending people’s sentiments, en-
croaching on religious beliefs. Appa-
rently a holiday from common sense
is permissible -only for manhandling
Hinduism! If the excuse is valid that
Sikhism and Buddhism did not evolve
their own patterns of law and so the
State is at liberty to force down their
throats any legal change it takes a
fancy for, it should be equally a
justification for stretching on the
procrustean bed of the Hindu Code
those Muslims and Christians who
still follow Hindu law and custom.

‘But at this point Dr. Ambedkar’s

courage and logic alike seem to desert
him.
L] L] ]

The pretence that the sacred

principle  of uniformity required

the Code has withered with the abor-
tive attempts to dislodge the Mita-
kshara and to rope in the followers
of the Aliasanthana. The Law
Minister in fact thinks so poorly
of his handiwork that he will not
thrust it on the civilised benefi-
claries of the Special Marriages
Act. This Act was concocted
for the convenience of those who
wanted to marry outside their
caste or religion. For this privilege they
had to pay the price of an ad hkoe
tactical repudiation of the faith in
which they were born. If the Hindu
Code is not good enough for that kind
of opportunist how in fairness can it
be planted on Buddhists whose repu-
diation of caste is a part of their
faith?
* * L ]

The simple truth of ,course—too
simple, though, to be understood by
clever men like Dr. Ambedkar— is
that while Buddhism, Jainism and
other heresies have largely gretained
their identity, as religions, with Hindu-
ism, their followers have over long cen-
turies crystallised into different social
entities. To a lesser extent this social
stratification is observable among the
various samaya sampradayas within .
the ambit of Hinduism. These differ-
ences are reflected in the regional and
customary divergences which are
superimposed on the fabric of per-
sonal law. A common civil law would
have been an idle luxury, a useless
artefact, because it would have cor-
responded to no social reality.

% - B

The queer hotehpotch  which
Dr. Ambedkar has messed up is
neither fish nor flesh. Far from being
canon law it is a vulgar affront to
religious sentiment. And it is so
deliberately calculated to disrupt the
family that the term ‘personal law’
becomes meaningless in the context.
Though Dr. Ambedkar boasted that
he had only to make the Succession
Act apply to every one in India in
order to give us a civil law, bravado
alone does not produce a Code Napo-
leon. But if they go on at this
rate the Government of Dr. Ambed-
kar may yef teach the country to look
upon them, not as “father and
mother,” but as “step-father and

step-mother.” :
VIGHNESWARA ..



PROCEEDINGS OF LEGISLATURES
AND PRESS COMMENTS |

By H. RANGACHAR

HE ruling given by the Speaker,

the Madras Legislative Assembly,
in the matter of comments by
Swatantra on Sri Prakasam’s motion
then pending before the House, 1is
receiving serious consideration from
the legalistic point of view and also
from that of the precedents in the
English House of Commons. It may
not be perhaps out of place for a lay-
man interested in such guestions to
give alse his reactions to this in so
far as it appears o him to affect the
common man and his privileges as a
member of a democratic Republic with
some fundamental rights vouchsafed
to him by the Constitution.

The ruling of the Speaker is that a
“comment on the proceedings pend-
ing before the House which might
influence the voting” constitutes “a
breach of privilege” The implica~
tions of this are that any comment
Sn pending proceedings, however fair
“and proper otherwise, is ruled out if
it i5 likely to influence voting. It is
hardly possible that there can be any
_tomment which may not have some
influence, direct or indirect, remote or
proximate, on the voting; the net
effect of the ruling therefore is that
. all comments or discussions on sub-
~jects of which the House is seized are
Prohibited. The word “proceedings”
would seem to cover all fransactions
of the House, such as bills, motions,
ete. From the discussion that ensued
on the Speaker’s ruling in the House,
1t 18 clear that this was the interpre-
tation of some members.
~ Though the ruling is given in res-
‘Pect of a newspaper article, it should
ohviously apply fo all other comments
by the public in meetings and in
. Broup discussions and also to demons-
- ¥rations. Thus, the net effect is that
E"}When once a subject is taken up by a
legislature in any manner or shape,
;;‘.‘here should be a virtual stoppage of
.all disqussion and comments on the
- mabject till the voting is completed,
;1 When perhape a post-mortem exami-
hp-can be held on it, for all 1t

e

matters., It seems hight

it could havg been the ing;eg?izgt?geg‘
of the ruling. The Speaker ha,
announced his intention of meeﬁns
the Editors of papers and clarityin
‘ﬂh’% position; anyway, the terms of thg
ruling as they stand at present gee .
to warrant this interpretation "

Even if its scope be restyi

privilege claimed goes rmsgm:tid, e
what is allowed in other end

what has been allowed h sountrles or

is a well-known facg thagl‘e So far, It

i . new;,

in this country ang Englandspa;xpgs
bezn freely commenting op motionz
and measures pendin

legislatures, : tiy e the

how they should react to th
very recent instances mas;a ntl)hlA -
mentioned. Reference Y e

. X A may b
in this connection to the ayrtic?e? :gﬁ

cpmments in the Press an y

the Hind_u Code Bill, the iggfizge e
the zamindaris, the bill to re 3 o
and nationalise certain indugst ?te
Labour bifls, bills on Prohibition rte >
amongst legislative measyreg ar’xc(; o
§eV§rg1 motions of no confidence o
individual ministers or a ministr e
self. In Great Britain, referencey e
be made to the recent g oy

by house-wives before the Houg

Common§ on the oceasion of the g o
sure motion an meat rations, to Et}n~
artlc}es n papers on the mot{on o
cerning nationalisation ‘o

several other matters tgf steel ang

to mention. ' Even casy ) reagon S
3nglish DPapers know tk?;tr‘ggge{’s -
there carries comments on alj ma.tltz,ess
being debated in the House and o
gests what the members shoulq g S\%’:gf
have it on no less an authorit, Oih n
that of the Editor of Y erent

of
newspaper, the Manchester 1, Ee8

ste ;
that “comment while g der Guardian,

“eon bate is
ceeding is of course the hine
. . usual thij
in this country and newspapelrsthmg
to influence the result ¢ b

their arguments.” f voting by
Apart from this, it
every citizen in a ireés the right of

have his say and try go \eoc Y 0

-~

even telling the memberg -

emonstration

infiyence hig

representatives in the legislature till
the last moment of a decision. It is
all the more so with the organs of
puplic opinion such as the Press. To
deny this right simply because a sub-

ject which seriously affects them is-

peing debated by the legislature is to
deprive them of an undoubted right,
and the legislature itself, of the
opportunities for feeling the public
pulse on momentous matters. In this
case, the position will approximate to
what Rousseau observed of English
people in his time that they were free
only at election times. The Press will
be giving up its legitimate functions if
it fails to give lead according to its
lights on important issues before the
legislatures, decisions on which affect
the people seriously. Of course, the
comments should be fair and legiti-
mate.

The Speaker has relied on two
precedents of the English House of
Commeons. The first of these is the
principle enunciated by Sir Samuel
Romilly, Solicitor General, in the
debate in the Burdett case in 1810. A
prief mention may ke made of the
facts of this case for an appreciation
of the position. A radical named
John Gale Jones had been committed
to prison by the House of Commons.
Sir Francis Burdett who was a mem-
ber of the House and a champion of
popular liberties denounced the pro-
ceedings and questioned the power of
the House to take the step. His
attempts to secure the release of Jones
were not successful. He then issued
a revised version of his speech which
was published in the Weekly Register.
This was voted a breach of privilege
and Burdett who defied the warrant
for arrest issued by the Speaker was
forcibly removed from his residence
under an escort of soldiers and taken
o the Tower. Released on prorogation
of the House, he brought unsuccess-
ful legal action against the Speaker
and the Serjeant-at-arms. Speaking
on the occasion of proceedings against
Burdett, Sir Samuel Romilly main-
tained that he did not dispute that
“publications on proceedings that are
pending, with a view to influence
votes” were breaches of privilege. He
however maintained that the publica~
tion of “animadversions” In matiers

concluded was no breach. The House

-

did not accept even the latter
principle. :

In relying on the view of Sir Samuel
Romilly as a precedent, the important
point for consideration is what he
had in mind in referring to the “pro-
ceedings.” The proceedings referred
to were those taken by the House to
punish Jones for contempt and breach
of privilege. Following the view of
Sir E. Coke, many constitutional
lawyers hold that the legal basis for
the power of Parliament to punish is
that it is a Court of Record. The
House is exetreising in such cases.
judicial or quasi-~judicial functions..
The privileges claimed that in such.
cases there should be no comment.
which would influence votes becomes:
intelligible. The word “proceedings”
in Sir Samuel Romilly’s speech referrs
ed to proceedings of this kind and
not to such proceedings as conside-
ration of bills, maotions, ete. As Sri
Prakasam’s motion calling for an
enguiry into certain alleged irregula~
rities of some ministers was an ordi~
nary motion and not “proceedings” in
the sense referred to by Sir Samuel
Romilly, the precedent, even if accept-~
ed as authoritative, does not apply to
the case in point.

The second precedent referred to by
the Speaker has no relation to the
question at issue in as much as it
relates to a forged document, a libel
which was intended to “pervert the
judgment of thg House.” The prece-
dents and authorities on which the
Speaker has relied do not support his:
view and sustain his ruling.

1t is a well-known fact that parti-
cularly towards the latter part of the
18th century and the early part of the
19th, there was a tendency on the
part of the House of Commons to
claim all sorts of privileges and to use
their power of punishment interape-
rately and in some case illegally and
unjustifiably. As Maitland observes
in his “Constitutional History of
England,” too often we see questions.
of privilege treated as party questions,
and then the House, whatever it may
think of itself, becomes iruly con-
temptible. That it has a very dange-
rous power in its hands is obvious.”™
Great care has to he exercised In
relying on precedents of the House of.
Commons, particularly of earller
perlods, a8 authoritative or safe g g

g ;
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~ ns.  Srudents  of coxx§§itut10na1
;Olifglxy know that the position ttllas
sinece consideradly changed a{nd 1§
Parliament in Ln.;_;_;nd has ‘allowe‘
many privileges, 01‘13111&1}3{ cl;umed, )
fall into disase. The prmleges o_f‘t).]e
House Lhere, vis o vis the _puphu in
the watter of their procee(.h.ngs may
be taken 1o have been definitely esta-
plisiied by conventions a_nd px‘ec?clc?llt;:
As stated by Sir Erskine May,‘)t 15
“indignities offered to t_he chizactez
of proceedings of Parhamgnt tha
constitute breaches of prmlege. Ins(-i
tances giver: by him u11@er thlg hea
relate to libellous reﬂecpxons or .c<§m‘-
ments. Fair comment in other res-
pects is not thus a breach of the privi-
leges of the House. The presentfp(%i-
tion in repard to the rights o e
English Parliament over non-nlllemy-
bers has bheen summan.sed as ﬁq LO‘WS
by Sir A, B. Keith in his ansh_tu ‘uin
of England from Queen Victoria to
George VI (1940). The H_ouse of Com-
mons “has asserted its rxg_hts. .. .ovir
non-members guilty of dlsres'pect d'o
members of either House, of disobe 1;
ence to the orders of the Hm_lse, 0
interference with its of.ﬁcers in the
carrying out of their duties or of hos;
tile treatment of witnesses in respec

citizen to see that the
anad the dignity of the ie
not aflected or curtailed,
necessary that the rights
and the Press to express t,
freely and te influence ¢
tatives in a legitimate manner
interfered with. The Press h
own important part to play in i
ing, gulding and inter

of evidence given before the House or
its committees.”

It is no doubt the duty of every
independence
gislature is
It is equally
of the publie
heir opinions
heir represen-
is not
as its
nform-

2, preting public
opimon on all matters concerning the

people, more so when decisiong affect-
ing them are to be taken by the legis-
latures. Any obstruetion or impedi-
ment to a fair and free exercise of
this duly by the Presg will be a cur-
tailment of the freedom of the Presg
and of the rights of the public tg
influence their representatives who in
their turn will lose the opportunitieg
of acquainting themselveg with the
currents of public opinion. It is tg
be hoped therefore that the Speaker
will on fuiler consideration reconsider
his ruling and allow the Press its
legitimate right of fair comment on
all matters before the Houge including
those made with the deliberate object
of influencing voting.

OTHER COMMENTS ON SPEAKER’S
RULING ‘

1]

The recent ruling of the Speaker of
Madras Assembly arising o_ut of
SWATANTRA’'S comments during t;he
pendency of Mr. T. Prakasam’s motxon
in the Assembly, for constl_tutmg a
Committee of the House to _mvestlgate
into certain . charges against some
Ministers, raises issues ofA a far-rgach-
ing character vitally affecting the liberty
of the Press. It is to be feared that
the legal and constitutional aspt_act,s 9f
the question have not been examined in
all their bearing on so momentous an
issue. Clause 3 of Article 194, of the

‘Constitution of India defines the powers

and privileges of a House of the Legis-

lature of a State as those of the House
of Commons of the Parliament of the
United Kingdom at the commencement
of the Constitution till such time as the
Tegislature enacts its own appropriate
legislation defining those powers and
privileges. The earliest recorded instance
of the exercise by the Fouse of Com-
mons of the power to summon to its Bar
# non-membper of the House for alleged

contemptuous  words used against the
House was in 1585 in the case of g
Curior by name Bland. He was how-
ever released on his apology and on hig
paying a small amount as costs. Com-
mittal for the period of the session
remains in modern  times the - most
serious punishment that the House can
inflict on either its own members or

strangers who have offendeg against its
privileges.

But there is absolutely ng authori
for the proposition that g comment ng;(tisé
hona fide hy a private citizen or a news-
paper on a bhill, motion, or
pending discussion before the

having a tendency to influen

resolution
House and
ce the vot-~
of the privi~

HarcourQ in the Parnel case are not
‘authorities’ for so extreme g proposition
as that laid down in the Madras Speaker's

uling. They are no more than ‘obiter
E?égl;’g of eminent lawyers and Parlia-~
mentarians. They have never bqen
accepted in all their sweeping generality
as sound or authoritative statements of
law. May’s classic treatise does_ not enu-
merate such comments as falling under
any well recognised category of breach of
privilege. It is remarkable that in the
journals of the Lords and Commons there
is not even a single precedent to support
this extreme interpretation of Parliam_ept-
ary privilege. In this country the position
is further strengthened against the recog-
nition of any such wide privilege as that
laid down in the recent ruling by @he
terms of Article 19 (1) of the Constitution
‘which declares freedom of speech and
expression as a fundamental right of every
citizen. Cl. (2) restricts the absoluteness
of the right conferred by Cl. (1) by sav-
ing the operation of existing laws relat-
ing to libel, slander, defamation, contempt
of court and other matters not material
for the present discussion. It will‘ be a
far fetched and strained construction !‘.0
read ‘contempt of court’ in the said
clause as including breach of pri_vﬂege of
Parliament and of the State Legislatures.

It is respectfully submitted that the
whole matter requires a closer and more
unhurried examination at a juristic level
than appears to have been bestowed upon
it in the present case.

S. VAIDYANATHAN,
Advocate, Supreme Court of India
and High Court of Madras.

(i)
Apropos the injunction of the Speaker of
the Madras Assembly that no comment
should be made so as to influence voting

in the Assembly, the following remarks of
Mr. W. Steed are of interest:

“Dictatorial systems which muzzle.or
control the Press and do away with
freedom of speech and of public and
private criticism, are claiming for therp-
selves a degree of political and social
efficiency superior to that of democra-
cies.

Is there no loftier task for the Press
than that of leading the crowd, after
having followed it far enough to know
whither it wishes to go? Must journa-
lism always minister to a rabble? Is
there no intrinsic excellence of thought
that will command, directly or indirectly,
the allegiance of the multitude?

The Assembly is essentially the forum
for ventilating public opinion on given
issues through their accredited legisla-
tors, while the newspaper is the forum
for the free expression of opinion of
every individual of the public on all
matters of public interest. The fact
that an issue is being debated in the
Assembly is proof of public interest in

that particular matter. Even when the,
discussion is on, it is the inherent right
of an individual to hold his own opinion
on the particular matter under discus-
slon and this confers the right to ecriti-
cise on the Press. Purther, the legisla-
tors are bound to obey mandates of
their electorate. Granting that the
Press is the organ of an electorate, how
can it refrain from voicing its opinion
for what it is worth when the issue is
still on the anvil. Legislation, after all,
is restricted by Constitution and liable,
if it exceeds its constitutional powers
conferred on it, to be questioned in a
court of law? How, in these circum~
stances, the legislature can arrogate to
itself the divinity or immunity of courts
of justice passes one’s comprehension.
Are the legislators, the proverbial
permit-getters, so imbecile as to be
influenced at all by the printed word?
Having weighed all the pros and cons,
they must have made up their minds
long before the issue was debated upon,
on the voting. To say that they would
be susceptible for changing their mind
on seeing a comment in a paper, is to

ask us believe in the divinity of the
devil.

Only courts can rightly claim immu-
nity from comment in sub-~judice mat~
ters, and not even on their ultimate
decisions.

Every right-thinking man will wel-
come Iree comment from all angles of
an issue, especially when it is on the
anvil, so as to form his own judgment
thereon, after weighing well in his
mind, if it is open, all that has been
sald. To restrict his freedom to know
all points of view, to make him a vie-
tim to the slogan “you do not know
what you are missing,” is to impose

needless shackles on the poor legislator
himself.”

T. V. KRISHNA RAOQ,
Secretary, Bellary Dt. Journalists”
Association,
(iii)

In the controversy arising  out of
SWATANTRA'S comments on a, subject
which was under discussion in the legisla-
ture the only question to be decided is
“whether the Press can comment in such
a way as to influence the opinion of the
legislature”. )

That it can and should do so is more
than clear, without any reference to any
authorities, either in India or in Britain.
In the first place, there is 2 definite
difference between Proceedings in eourt
and proceedings in the Aszemsiy,
former should not be
the latter case it is
that members of the
apprised of all points

pass a law.

22X
prejudiced, while in
absolutely nece

legislature are fully
of view bhefore they



In the second place, the existence of the
WHIP is proaf positive that the legisla-
tors can and should be influenced. The
WHIP asks party members to vote in a
particular way irrespective of the argu~
ments. Thus it is not merely influencing
opinion but actually suppressing opinion
and obtaining a vote. After all the Press
only helps put other points of view also
for proper consideration.

In the third place, what is lobbying?
1t is used to make legislators understand
various aspects which they may not
otherwise be aware of. Press comments
are done publicly and hence help not only
to present these views, but also to enable
the public to agitate against or for the
views expressed therein.

The Minister for Law has complained
against the Press in general for having
criticised the Malabar Tenancy Bill,
which has been forced down the throat of
all of us now. In fact some of the
amendments were only possible because of
comment by the Press and it is therefore
to be welcomed in the public interest.

The legislature is to legislate on the
basis of public opinion. The Press is one
of instruments of public opinion. The
press is therefore fully entitled to com-
ment on the proceedings in the legisla-
ture. What is the necessity to quote any

other authority for it? Tt is a funda=-

mental right from the purely common-~
sense point of view.

NAMBIAR.
Madras. AR

(iy)

Mr. J. Sivashanmukham Pillaj, the
Speaker of the Madras Legislative As-
sgml?ly, has earned great reputation for
his impartiality and thoroughness of the
knowledge of the rules and conventions
of the British House of Commgns. No-
body can accuse him of having sided with
the Government in giving the ruling. If
as he contends, on the basis of his know:
ledge regarding this matter, the Press
should not, according to the rules and
conventions of the House of Commons or
of the Madras Legislative Assembly, make
comments on a motion which is in the
discussion stage in the Assembly, in such
a way as to influence the voting, it must
be said there is something wrong with the
rules and conventions observed or followed,
and they require to be changed or modiﬂec{
so as ta fap‘xlitate unfettered Press criti-
cism. It is gratifying that the South

Indian Journalists’ Federation
up the matter. o taken

K. 8. SUBRAHM
Secunderabad. ANYAM.

TN MEMORY OF SAROJINI NAIDU

By KAMALADEVI CHATTOPADHYAYA

Srimati Sarojini Naidu was born on the 13th of February.
This week her memory is revived by another great Indian
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woman who is also her sister-in-law.

A birthday is a day of memories,
when past forgotten incidents are
stirred into life, when disembodied
emotions again take shape. It is like
humming old tunes that come back
again from the depths of some inner
vaults, watted up like strands of per-
fume. When these memories linger
around a personality, long loved and
respected, the memories bring an add-
ed ache and yearning.

Today one reviews Sarojini as an
epoch that yet awaits completion. She
was born in the dawn of the new
womanhood. It is yet young and just
flowering. When she shot out of a
pearly grey twilight like an iridescent
ray, the very earth must have trem-
bled. For such beings are born out of
the long agony of many nights of
want and hunger, out of seasons of
loneliness and gloom. The woman-
hood of India had lain under a veil
of degradation. She had lost her
ancient glory and lustre. It needed
2. wondrous personality of dynamics,
an elegant and colourful woman to
strip the veil off and reveal the pris-
tine power and beauty of womanhodd.
Sarojini came to recall to a forgotten
people the creative genius of its
women, the strength that lay in their
tender limbs, the endurance behind
their modest gaze. She brought confi-
dence to the fajling hearts of her
sisters and infused new vigour into
their flagging spirits. She lit the sky
with new stars—dreams which conti-
nued to keep vigil through the weary
years of struggle and strife and
beckon new bands of maidens to try
-and cliinb the starry heights to glory
and immortality.

Sarojint brought a new quality to
womanhood, a new tone to her sphere.
‘8he made woman shed her mundane
garb and assume a new role of
romance and heroism. Sarojini's
poetry was but an echo of their foot-
steps marching along new tracks to
Aresh goals. The air began to hum

with new exhilaration and vibrate
with fresh perfumes. A new era had
dawned for the woman and for the
courdry. She stood aloft once again
as women have always stood, torch
bearers to lead their country from
darkness to light, from despondency
to hope.

As we look over this new epoch, we
see the picture clearing and the sil-
houettes standing out sharp against a
fast changing background. Sarojini
belcrged to all time. She was not &
“yperiod” character. She was too hig
to be circumscribed by an age or &
boundary. She stood for values that
are ageless—belonging to all times
and climes: the love of freedom and
dedication to service. For those are
qualities that she embodied for us.

As we look back at the tracks she
cut through the decades, we ponder
wistfully. For those of us who had
the privilege to tread those pathways
with her. can recall the exhilaration
of idealism that filled our nostrils, the
colour of romance that filled our eyes
and the 1oy the first taste of freedom
brought to our hearts. Alas where are
those starry dreams itoday? Where
that idealism that lit our smallest
tasks transferring them into heroie
deeds?

When we commemorate the day as a
momentous one on which Sarojini was
born, we are moved to rededicate our-
selves to those ideals for which she
stood, those goals to which. she
beckoned: Freedom and service. For
her whole life was a poem of dedica-
tion to them. What is this Ireedom
for which her bird-like spirit yearned?
What is the service she tied her heart
strings to? One thing Sarojini was
not, that is a feminist, to use g
hackneyed phrase. She claimed no-
thing as a woman and disdained to
hase her qualifications on sex., AN
she claimed was equality as a mem-
ber of society, as a national of this
country and above all as a citizen of



the world. Her virtues, her t

aud her strength, she claimedafsn t.«:
puman being that would accept no
mfgrior status, be it in her home or
society, be it in this 'country aor in
the comity of nations. That claim she
bglsegl not on mere sex but on  the
dxgmt_y qf human personality. For
every individual has certain attributes
to a greater or iesger extent, but has:
them nevertheless all the same. She
recognised neither high nor lov-v Ta
her ail were equal, for they weré her
igllqw-beings. Thus she spurned al}
ﬁfstlr;ctﬁons, based on any man-made
chscrum_nation. She rebelled against
}he qhams that soclety had woven io
mprison sex even as she  revolteg
against prejudice that branded sec-
tions as superior and inferior. She
was contemptuous of such social diffe-
rences and towards their levelling
sk}e strove. Ironically enough wz
wilness some strange bye-produ,cts of
these social revoltg today. FEven ag
’che_ under-privileged begin to sheq
their chains, ‘hey suddenly come tg
feel a strengih in them, a kind of a
stand-by of privilege. Instead of
symhols of degradation, the chain

becgme a mark of special claims TheS
beg}n 10 show a desire to hold'on tg
f.rhelr depg‘ecat.'mg marks, cling to those
very chains which they once sought
to break. They thus make g mackery

of freedom and g j
€ Y caricature i
equality. of social

" There are today the depy
i pressed soci
cla§ses, who fight fo be labelledoclgsl
:nchl, that they may use this degrag-
gge ;gfél éo d,f;m;, special treatment
oped that at least w .
would be free from this taintonll:;z
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LONDON LETTER: By HARRY HEAP

COMMONS DEBATE ON MEAT
RATIONS & STEEL

HE British Government has faced

two motions of censure in the past
week, one on Steel Nationalisation and
one on Meat Supplies. In both cases,
the Government defeated the Opposi-
tion. There can, however, be little
satisfaction in Government circles
over these victories. Before the vot-
ing on the Steel debate, the Prime
Minister had asked Mr. Churchill for
g “pairing” for Mr. Gordon Walker,
who is on an important tour of Africa.
This “pairing” is a mutual arrange-
ment between Government and Oppo-
sition to allow for absences from the
House which hoth felt to be essential
to the Government of the country. It
was possible, though, for the Govern-
ment to have been defeated. All
depended on the prevalence of influ-
enza amongst the Labour members.
One cannot but feel that it is time for
some change when the party that is to
govern the couniry can be decided,
not by the electorate, but by a disease
germ!

Of the debates themselves, that on
Meat has had more popular interest
than Steel. It has been said that no
one wanted Steel to be nationalised
except the left-wing theorists of the
Labour Party. That is, of course, a
Conservative Party allegation. Steel
Nationalisation was not an important
plank in the Government’s election
platform, though it was mentioned. It
could not, therefore, have had much
effect on the electorate who, it is sug-
gested, gave no mandate on the issue.
1t is significant to me, at least, that
the Government was least troubled in
the last election by the voting in
Rirmingham. If anyone should have
noted the inclusion of Steel Nationali-
sation in an election programme, it
should have been the voters in Bir-
mingham. And they remained solidly
pehind the Government. ‘

Mesat is a different proposition al-
together. There is no doubt that any-
one with enough money can today buy
as much meat as they wish. There is

tinned meat imported from the Conti~

nent. There are milk-fed chickens.

There is game of many kinds. There

is fish, none of it cheap, much of it

expensive. If the housewife can only

have her 6 annas worth of meat a

week, she must buy these more expen-

sive foods. The result on her cost-of-

living is obvious. When the Food

Minister then refuses to pay the extra

that the Argentine demands for their

meat, whilst one can approve his

ideals, one would also ask him to be a

little realistic. It would be better for

the household budget to pay the two

or three annas extra for each pound -
of meat than to have to buy substi-

tules which are expensive and which,

it it were not for the meat shortage,

would not be on the man-in-the-

street’s menu at all. In addition, the

price of fish would probably fall. Tam

reminded of a campaign in one East-

ern country (not India) when the

people were exhorted not to buy meat

on religious grounds. 1 saw calves
being led round the streets with pla-
cards round their mnecks saying,
“Please don't eat me.” The meat
stalls in the local markets were picket-
ed by the “religious” believers of this
ereed.” The housewives were forced to
pbuy fish, which went up in price very
considerably. Until it was discovered
that the “religious” campaign had no
hacking from the religious leaders in
the country and the plan was ar-
ranged by the fishmongers! Though
one would not accuse Mr. Webb of
fishmongering in this way!

There is the continuous problem of
how the present deadlock in the House
is going to to be solved. The Labour
Party has a mojority of seats and,
always supposing the health of the
members remains sound, it can do as
they like. I do not believe the Govern<
ment is as irresponsible as some of the
Tory Press would make out, but 1
cannot feel satisfied with such a small
and inconvenient majority. The Con-
servative Party, on the other hand,



necessity of the hour is to educate
the mosstz in demecratic principles
and lineral values of life. Unfortu-
nately such attemp:s are invisible,

The family feuds among the domi-
nant communiiy of the Reddis also
coniribute to the spread of Commu-
nism in this area. These family
quarreis often lead to murders, loot
and arson. The weapons of the Com-
munists being the same it is no wonder
that one of the parties seeks the pro-
tection and support of the Commu-
nists in if3 design to ruin the other
party. The Communists are ever
ready to seize such an opportunity to
aid and abet that party which pro-
mises to adhere to their political
philosophy and programme of action.
This is actuzlly happening in some
villages of Cuddappah district. This
reveals that the political parties in the
villages are constructed not on the
foundations of firm conviction in a
particular social philosophy and eco-
nomic programme, but on the basis of
narrow family rivalries. The proposed
Village Panchayats Act is bound to
founder on this rock of family jealou-
sies of the dominant community in
this arvea. Therefore every attempt
must be made to save the villagers
from such family feuds which facili-
tate the spread of Communism, by
organising political parties on heal-

thier and saner principles of demo-
cracy.

The Communists also thrive and
spread very well in the stagnant pool
of mediacval social customs and rel;-
gious traditions of Rayalaseema. Even
after three years of independence, the
caste system is still predominant with
all its undiminished rigidity and
oppressive severity. Untouchability is
rampant and the segregation of Hari-
Jans and other depressed classes still
contipues. The untouchables dare not
to drink or fetch water from the wells
used_ by the Caste Hindus. Malas
Madigas ang Christian converts fron;

these cocmmunities a i
traditional g mary ol

nd customary obligati
to perform “vetti» which cagn %I;
interpreted ag g kind

of forced labour.
'g';l:ls;g lf;;:'izzlst:\lsnaébﬂities paralyse thege
make them -
gﬁ:‘;i :he onslaughts of Com‘gxlﬁ;;
d uaﬂ:n Rrﬁequrgs men like Ra.ja'.

o MOha‘ and G ij
’mlam’q&“f h andhiji, who

DJP s‘r:bz';}g with courage, vision and
telonnist zeal can melt the hearts of
tl}e people concerned and, thereby
wipe out all the glaring social distine-
tions between man and man. If such
3),6991‘6 c:}nnot ke found to undertake
El'ﬁ :audahle  task, here again the
fteid will be lost to the Communists.
ﬂ{‘;lready the Communists have been
avie to fire the imagination and cap-
mre T,he_he-a.r’cs of the people of the
dawnirodden communities by arrang-
g inter-communal and inter-caste
inass meals and by individual partici-
pation In their marriages and other
social ceremonies and functions and
by‘n'ce_ly moving amony them without
betraymg the least trace of caste
consclousness. Hence a Communist is
nlaxlgd 0y these people ag their eman-
“pator. Gnly a eenuine effort to e
at d,}ev Very 16ots of these iriational
traditions and inhumar soeial distine-

tions ¢ ¥ i
vons can stem the tidal wave of
Comrmunism,.

“The social tensions prevailing in
i\ayalas.eema villages serve as crevices
to let m the light of the Red Star.
frhc.z social tensions in this part are
;f‘al_nly due to communal and religious
1:. e.;ud}ces. The unhappy social rela-
:LOnShlpS between the Hindus and the
Muslims, the Malag and Madigas,

Hindus and Christians, are largely due
Eo certain veligious practices. Take,
;xOI‘ example, the festival known as
gfgxdga Jathara’ During this festival
loo y.‘sacrmces are offered to God-
i»b Ammavaru” The sacrificed
'k;glrl?izllll:} chiefly he-buffaloes, have to
‘,m” ; @ by Malas or Christian con-
*Cr'S Irom Malas. Before killing these
'ff.n}mals, they have to worship those
atumals and also prostrate themselves
before the idol of “Ammavaru” If
-21s has to be done by the Christian
Slo?verts, they consider it as idol wor-
521D and some thing that violates tBeir
conscience. 1f they refuse to perform
suzit duties, they are compelled to
Leriocra them because of their tradi-
tional obligation to perform “vetti.”
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Whenever social tensions occur N

the villages, the Communists inter-
vene, not with any genuine interest to
uphold the principles of this party OF
that party and not out of any sympa-
L2y for the minority community, bub
just to accelerate and intensify the
process of their destructive revolution.

Since such social tensions aid the
spread of Communism, the axe must
be laid at the very root of those social
tensions in order to curb the growth
of Comununism in this area.

The economic backwardness of the
people makes this area a happy hreed-
ing ground for Communism. The
economic problems are not peculiar to
any conununity or caste, but common
to all. 'The economic needs of this
area have been long neglected. People
are unenligchtened and blind to the
iiberal ideals and values of life. As a
result the progress of democracy Is
thwarted, economic development is
arrested and social reform is obstruct-
ed at each and every stage. Does it
require (eep intuition to comprehend
that such ignorant and innocent peo-
ple are suitable grist to the Commu-
nist grindstone? So economically the
area as a whole must be given a prefe-

rential treatment or else it will be
consumed like dry grass by the wild
conflagration of Communism.

Lack of personal contact between
the masses and the responsible leaders,
the passive acquiescence of a great
majority of even enlightened people in
certain  inhuman social distinctions
and antiquated religious practices, and
Ihe general economic backwardness of
the area, have created all-round
frusiration in this region. Tiierefore
it should not cause surprise ai all, if
the common man here, turns away
from the declarations of the so-called
democrats, and gives himself in utter
despair, to the Communists who hold
the delusive promise of a prosperous
{uture in a classless and casteless
society where each renders to the
State according to his ability and
receives from the State according to
s needs.
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- THE INFANT REPUBLIC
OF INDIA

By K.S. VENKATARAMAN]

DURING the next three years, the

infant Republic of India will have
a very difficult and anxious time, both
in her home affairs and foreign rela-
tions, cailing forth on the part of our
lea_tders the highest statesmanship
grit and strength of character baseé
on our own indigenous outlook and
way of life. I feel this, as an eager
and watchfyl student of Indian cul-
ture and international politics for
nearly 40 vears.

The reasons for the troubled times
ahead of us are very many, complex
and profouvnd and worth exploring
in full. They are both man-madz
apd god-made. Only a correct
dltagr‘zosis wili give us = correct preg-
cnphons There is no use in crying
over spilt milk but it is always worth
invest_igating how the milk camse to
be spilt—the hasty and false steps
over the.rugged and winding, boulder-
;;(;?sg .hm track of Indian politics and

All the difficulties and compli
of Free India are eighty pez?ceilacﬁgﬁz
to the circumstances and conditions

.under which freedom was given ta
hgr. f)ne central fact we should never
miss is that we did not directly win
our {reedom, after a clear freedom-
Bght, though Congress achieved g
great deal 1ill 1942 to create the con-
ditlons, helped by the second global
war, which made the gift of freedom
to India an inevitable act of expedi-
ency, wisdom and statesmanship on
the part of Great Britain. But alas
1n 1947, it was really a late gitt’of ar;
over-ripe fruit partilioned into two
slices of litile use to any, except per-
h@ps for the seeds-of freedom it con-
tained. If the Congress had won our
freedom by a straight and organised
freedom fight in 1942 itself, while ini-
tiating the masterly “Quit Ingdia”
ll;:ﬁ:)vwement, Congress could and would

e presented a finer, ur
,gg@te);vintegrated army ofp w%l;kgé?g

genuime and selfless and

nation-building pur,
: poses as the -
aim of ireedom. That was not to gtéle

Then, the partiti i
price'of free%om c?r?dofaogllga 2$h§h§
Eandxc Jawaharlal Nehry reiuctanl‘fl
but wrongly accepted as’ inevitab‘ey
nas' profoundly complicated all o‘ :
Imajor prohlems and made all inde eur
dent' work on authentic lines impgs?
ble in politics, economiics or cultgzt;
32dfzt"?: lf;:lture ig?rowth of Free India

: €5.  Por, Partition was a
extremely claver devi iti n
statesmanship to takrgew;; bl?rmtith
left hand what the right hand ave
and to keep India ang Pakistan di%l‘de
ed and weak and dependent op t*h;

jg){(:odwill and grace of Great Britain
many essential matters. Tt ties :
our foreign p n

' olicy and it meg i
effect, in a main] agri  eouns
try, the home polizy agg I;gﬁural cour§-
'It is a tribute tqg ¢ .
rity and clear visio
t he has been

sa far the affirmatic > :
neutrality” of Indmn of the “glorious

e 14, in spite of the
?:&crng flattery of the Bgitish and
e écan Press of him as the world’s
e g staiesman whenever it suits
pesd Blgpose a}zd the subtle pressure
l{ty” o ?ud USA. “Glorious neutra-
meas;xrkp‘ed' v.‘lth' 2 large and healthy
worta e oﬁyolatmn from disturbed
e ’QPOHUCS, for a short period of

e years at least, is the healthiese
bolicy far us till we take out the infant

Republic of India from the cradle and

mak
ontl ; her at least an alert, walking

devoted, to

he courage, since~
N of Pandit Nehru
able to keep alive

But Pandit Nehrw i
mentation of thig ssmr::x:lie ofiiltxlr‘:plg
nsutrality is idealistic and far in
fﬁ vlance of the technique and the
d {ft-oma‘uc pulge beats of the leading
na mrgs, and is bound to fail, when

ac ga? global war sweeps the world.
For, his idealism, his gincerity and
ecstatic but premature Jove of world

peace as myreality, has no real back-
ground “0f strength either in the
intense and selfish national-sove~
reignty ridden Western world or the
effective integration of India into a
real peace-power on Gandhian lines.
India’s participation in UN or Secu-
rity Council or world affairs carries
really no greater weight than say, the
decision in a debate of the Allahabad
University Students Union would
carry to the mind of the Nehru Cabi-
netl in New Delhi. This is the bare
truth, though very uncomfortable.
Therefore, if India is to achieve any
growth or real progress it must be by
a process of scientific and healthy
jsolation, for the necessary short
period, till we develop enough inner
strength and purity, and till world
condilions gain a favourable atmos-

- phere for complete demilitarisation

and world peace based on decentralis-
ed politics and economics.

Next to the Partition the most dis-
turbing factor in our national life is
our complete forgetfulness of the
Father of the Indian Nation, Gandhiji,
in our action, especially the plan and
policies of our leaders. Even if they
wish to follow the Gandhian Plan of
life in politics and economics of com-
plete decentralisation, the partition of
India with its compulsory dependence
of India on the West for many essen-
tial things makes it difficult for us
to give up the heavily ecentralised
plan of the Western mode of life, and
the Congress Raj is obliged to con-
tinue the British Raj under Iless
favourable conditions. So our leaders
are content to offer to Gandhiji mere
verbal homage, and paralysed in-
action. without the freedom and the
courage to initiate a new order In
economics and politics which alone
could save India. Our Popular and
gifted Prime Minister Pandit Jawahar-
1al Nehru could achieve something in
the Gandhian path, reflective of our
national genius, if only he could free
himsel}f from the perilous ecstasies of
inter-national politics, and coopera-
tion and leadership for which the
infant Republic of India is not yet
ripe. UK and UN covet our vast man-
power and manganese. even as USSR
cavets China.

ft af freedom at a

frustrateﬁww

per policy in ind home affairs
for the infant Republic of India. The
difficulties and complications inhe- -
rent in these three major events have

been further enhanced by our blind

acceptance of the  Constituent '
Assembly as formulated by the British

and filling it up with hand-picked

‘yes' men on more or less fascist lines,

except for a stray sprinkling of a few

independent men. A further tragedy

was the conversion of this Constituent

Assembly into a Parliament with full

sovereign powers. The net result is

that Parliament today does not reflect

at all in any measure the variegated

Indian life, thought and outlook,

much less the variety of talents and

character that always enrich our life

and make for unity amidst diversity.

There is no healthy opposition in our

Parliamentary or public life which

would critically assess any political,

economic, cultural or international

problem and thus guide our Ministers

bedecked with flags and bed-ridden

with files! I hope that the General

Elections, properly conducted, may

redress this fatal tilt in our axis of

life, remedy the inherent defects and

make the freedom gift a reality, giv-

ing us & correct and progressive

foreign and home policy by restoring

the Gandhian ideology in politics and

economics as the basis for the growth

of the infant Republic of India, con-

sistent with our national genius.

Kashmir is a vital problem both to
Tndia and Pakistan. A courageous solu-
tion is necessary, rectifying past mis-
takes due to alien rule. Theonly solu-
tion to the mind of any honest and
independent thinker, is by Reunion,
however repugnant this reunion may
be to certain job-hunting and power-
riddent minds in top circles. This re-
union must come, not by war but by
patient and laborious negotiations
without foreign aid. I have a feeling
that very soon we shall have a favou-
rable atmosphere for this the only

soyereign solution of the problem ..



ey

¥
created by selfish British statesman-
ship. Further, Reunion is also the
only real solution to the real welfare
and contentment of the 40 miilions of
Muslims in India.

Pandit Nehruy, for all his great gifts
and integrity of character, is seriously
handicapped as Prime Minister by his
self-imposed portfolio as Minister of
Foreign Affairs. It is a rare and
ruinous combination in any country
and much more so in an agricultural
country like India. The Prime Minis-
ter is really a Home Minister in mufti
and should not have any other
arduous and taxing portfolio. Pandit
Nehru should in future entirely
devote himself with his . wonderful
energy and sincerity to our home
problems on the basis of a co-ordi-
nated Cabinet with full collective res-
ponsibility and thus build up in iso-
lation the infant Republic of India.

A third global war is inevitable un-
less a miracle happens, for it is inhe-
rent in the peace treaties and mode of
conduct of the second global war—
kind reader, permit me the vanity to
say I correctly prophesied, as a stu-
dent of international politics, the first
world war of July 1914, along with
PFrederic Harrison, in “Bast and West”
in March 1913 and the second world
war of 1938, as early as 1927 in my
“Renascent India.” The fatal delay
of more than a year in the opening of
the Second Front by the Allies in the
second world war due to Mr. Winston
Churchill and Lord Mountbatten
because of their desire to use as much
of Russia and as little of Allies, espe-
clally of British, as possible, for
victory as against the clear and
splendid vision of President Roosevelt,
the greatest statesman the West has
produced for years, is the real cause
of the world war IIT and Korea is
already the starting point. I have
prophesied this third world war as
‘well, as early as 1946 as soon as Russia
occupied Berlin and went west fo com-
~ Plete the defeat of the Germans
* Practically single-handed. Again as

4arly as April 1948, 1 gan as
W 3 1948, vz'rote in my book-

let “After Gandhiji—Our Problems™
as follows:

“But it requires for militant
Eu_rope 4 third global war to receive,
this simple political education for
peaceful living (the union of Europe
less Ru§sia a5 one political ang
economle unit) and for Russig to
realise her essentia) nature as an
Asiatic nation and as sych the true
and scieatific boundary for her
western frontiers which could bhe
neither Amsterdam nor even Berlin,
So, to my mind, world war III ig
inevitable before 1950 and India
must be prepared for this.”

Korea is already the starting point,
and conly a miracls could save the
-spread ol the conflagration.

What is the miracle? 1f Russia

agrees (o vacate Berlin and go to her

natural irontiers, g line b

Leningrad and Odessa, and etv{;agz
agrees to vacate Japan and Formosa,
and UK, Federated Malay States etc’
France, Indo-China, etc., on th;

agreed basis of universal disar
Is this likely? mament.

+ But the range ang horrors
third global war of the centuryof:ot‘llllg
be very much mitigated and restrict-
ed if qnly India and Ching by a resg-
lutg wﬂl decide upon strict, neutrality
()I.nna. in cpite of her recent treaty ot'
frienuskip with USSR ‘
Our dynamic neutr
based on Dharma an

loftiest ideals of human evolution will
be truly glorioys and give us the
friendship of both U.8.4A,U. K and
U. 8. 8. R. in the fina} implementatidn
of world peace and one world-order, if
we brave calmly the initial fret a’nd
frown of the three at our neutrality
in the third global Wwar, cold or hot.

So, the clear duty of ime
Mipister Pandit Nehry, tl’(l): * dzll:lxirxr:;
heir and successor to Gandhiji is to
preserve India’s neutrality at all cost
}mthout any false steps in action The
infant Republic of India will t.hrive-
only if she keeps to her own handsome
and spacious cradle for sometime and
never indulge in the aerial joy ot
giddy flights all over the world.

ality correctly
d Ahimsa, as the

S———— !
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SECRET SEVEN

By S. HANUMANTHA RAU

THE Secret Gang met at the ren- the rest of our co-workers enjoy the
dezvous. They could just see who peace which we earn so hard; if we
was who in that dilapidated thatchedyfMfail and will hang for it, history will
hut where the only source of light wasi%record in letters of gold the noble
a small oil~and-wick affair in a broken: sacrifice we made for the sake of our
piece of earthen-ware. Not a single fellowmen. And in either case these
soul within miles around, nor a sha- devils will know what it is to molest
dow of a chance of anyone turning us workers, and insult and foul our
up to overhear tehm. women-folk. Therefore, whatever our
Their chief, a short stout man of own fate may be as a result of this
about forty, with devilish eyes, count- venture, we should go ahead and

ed their number, one, two, three.... achieve our end. Do you agree with
seven, and then began the discussion me and are you ready for your parts?”
about their nefarious plan. He allott- “We are, we are,” they whispered
ed a definite portion of the job to simultaneously.

each of them and described the exact “Mark you, comrades. Yet another
way in which every detail was to be word. If there be any amongst us,
carried out. who is calculating to play the blackleg,

Concluding his speech, he said, “For let him beware; he shall meet his
the last time I repeat, let no one have doom at the hands of the rest of us
any compunction in contributing his or of whoever will first discover the
mite fowards the destruction of one treachery. Not a spark of mercy need
who has not only given us endless be-shown te him. No bigger enemy
trouble while on duty, but has also have we to fear than such a one, who
destroyed our domestic peace and Wwill participate in our discussions and
safety. Has he not made us pay from Will be in the know of our plans of
our meagre wages for his eggs and action, and will thus be in a position
milk? Does not his mem sahib make to betray us into the hands of the
us carry fuel all the way from the authorities. Each of you is at liberty
forest on our heads? Did he not kick to do anything ‘you like which helps
Gidda with his cursed boot? Is he wus to accomplish our purpose as al-
not making Sarabha wash his lady’s ready detailed by me. But, entertain
clothes? Did he not assault Bala’s but the shadow of an idea of proving
wife, after sending him away on a a traitor, any of you, and half a dozen
whole night’s job? Has he not order- of us will be bent on his immediate
ed our wives and daughters to be sent destruction. Now disperse.”
to his bungalow by turns, ostensibly The conference of the Secret Seven
for punkah-pulling, and do we not was concluded. Each of them shud-
know what indignity and disgrace he dered within himself as he saw in the
is subjecting them to?” dim light the ferocious faces of his

“Yes, yes. The beast. The rascal,” six friends. They moved out cau-
hissed every one in a subdued voice, tiously and vanished into the darkness
clenching his fists and shooting fire around.
from his eyes. The unfortunate object of the deli-

“Listen, comrades,” continued the berations of this Secret Seven was one
chief. “It is a duty we owe ourselves, Rawlinson. the Works Manager in the
our womenfolk, and our brother Sun Colliery Works, where he was at
workers. God has commanded us to the head of about two hundred work-
avenge the wrongs done to,us for men and women engaged in carrying
years and years together and now let on minor operations. He was well-
us not show ourselves cowards when known for his heartless crueltly
conscience calls. If we succeed with- towards every one of the gang. There
out being caught, then we shall with was not a single mode of dishonour



and cruelty that Mr. Rawlinson did
not perpetrate on one or other of his
gang.

Mrs. Rawlinson was in no way infe-
vior to her husband. Many a time she
added fuel to the fire when some poor
workman was the victim of her hus-
band’s wrath. People used to say that
a3 long as the couple remained child-
less, there was no prospect of their
hearts softening. It was a scandal
that they were managing their house-
hold without a single servant, by
drafting the colliery workers for every
canceivable work at home.

For six long years, Mr. Rawlinson
carried on this wicked bullying career
unchecked by anyone. Here at last his
doom was sealed by the Secret Seven.

Next evening, about two hours after
sunset, three men mufiled up in black
clothes and wearing dark masks
which revealed only the eyes were
waiting a couple of hundred yards
away from the Star View, which was
the residential bungalow of the
Rawlinsons. It was a nice little one-
storeyed building in the middle of an
extensive compound. A small garden
had been tastefully laid out in front
of it and a broad metalled road led
from the outer gate to the front porch.

They had hardly waited for half an
hour when Rawlinson passed them in
a phaeton. Quick as lightning they
sprang upon the carriage. One of
them scampered up to the driver's
seat and over-powered him, while the
other two forced their way into the
carriage, and captured Rawlinson. The
sinister looking masked faces and the
twa revolvers poinfing at him from
two_ sides were enough to strike the
vietim dumb, One of them cried in
a hoarse whisper, “Not a sound, please,
if you value your life.”

-After the driver had been gagged
and tied hand-and-foot and thrown
[oy the roadside, the third man also
Joined' the two and they succeeded in
thr?stmg a whole towel into Rawlin-
son’s n}outh. They carried him aloft
on their shoulders and cut across the
open fields opposite to the bungalow.

The whole procedure was so sudden
that by the time Rawlinson recovered
his balance of mind, he found himself
out of hearing of the road and gave
~up 01:111 hopes of rescue.

.o Jnee away from the bus ar
0 Y88 Jgcality, the ruffians mzdepnota?:f

fempt to talk in whis
: pers. Rawlin-
gtfmt ﬁgc%gt}]sed fa familiar ring ir‘xy l(l)?xe
le voices, aintly suggesti
§£?n§ a(r;f n?s Illle remembered th?vex?;
Tv crime he had committed
tB;last wife and recalled the dreadtptg
u r‘ea s she had hurled at him before
h;ln I}Lfﬁg%eshs fall, the conviction smote
€ was meeti i
the hands of the Worké?sg s end at
Nearly a mile the . i
: Yy fook
then threw him down at the lc‘llcfg;‘ gfn .
flrrr:fmnkhut, and one of them bPegan t?)
shoocld the door. The fall from their
plu::lk Z?t ggge Rlawlinson a chance 1o
\ out the cloth from his
Enth his pled-up hands. Ag sonolg“th
h 1e }clould find his voice he threaten 2218
! ave recognized gll the threeef
§n13i Yc%gues. Let the night pass awz:mJ
nd he day dawn, and T} see v
all In jail for the rest of your 1'wes¥’0u
WAoloud mfycking laugh rent the ‘air
,‘.;T éue of the fellows dragged th’
. o; s Manager ino the hut béms :
ing, God bless you angd f;e oa
alive till the day dawng.” P you
There was noth.n in &
that he could not hgv o exmn,
they somehow unner

words
e expected, but

realising his helpless ved Mm “and -

changed his tone hoaon be

: : and begge ;
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prevger;t 111t , }s;tnd when he attempteq tg
! , he was ¢ 8 ki

Fren o e wa soﬁwen & kick which
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with rags, mnd, corn :ngoc?;'rg)ttered
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g0 and find your ager Sahib, 1l we
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“Oh, what do i
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bo Zaﬁriz:\sgbkesng ];cortured. She riigﬁlt‘;
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€ suspense was killing, Aboutaﬁgr.

Works Mana-
d the next ins-

an hour after midnight he heard ap-
proaching voices and soon Bala and
his helpers were talking together in
low whispers just outside the hut.

In vain did Rawlinson try to recol-
ject some good turn he had done to
Bala, to which he could refer and ask
for gratitude. All that his memory
brought back was an endless catalogue
of hardships and disgrace he had in~
fiicted on Bala.

4Give me some water to drink,
please, one of youn,” begged Rawlinson.

«gefore one is hanged, 1 suppose
one is to be allowed certain privileges,”
said Bala. “Give the fellow some
water. But don’t undo his hands not
even to drink water.”

A brass cup full of water was appli-
ed to the victim’s mouth.

«Have mercy on me, Bala, please,”
eringed Rawlinson again. “Release
me, please, won't you, Bala? Tell me
where is Mrs. Rawlinson. I shall dou-
ple your wages from tomorrow and
will make you the head of all the two
hundred workers. Bala, please.”

«None of your beggings and baits
here. Schibji, listen. You know how
like dogs and mules you have treated
us, and how like slaves you have
ireated our womenfolk. All our en-
treaties had no effect on your eursed
mind. Seven of us have risked our
lives and are bent on your destruction
tonight. Arrangements are getting
ready for your final disposal. You
have just an hour’s time now to pray
to God and recount your sins which
perhaps outnumber the stars.”

“pDon’t do that. For heaven's sake,
don’t, please. Don’t kill me.”

«That deesn’t rest with me alone,
Manager Sehib. 1 am only one-
seventh of the fate that has decreed
your death. .There are six others stil],
and if I go against their wishes, I shall
have to follow you to hell.”

«“Save me, Bala, I shall give you
anything you ask in return for my
life. Relieve me once. I promise never
to betray you if you save me. You
have my word of honour for it.”

«There is still an hour more for you
and T shall think over your proposi-
tion,” said Bala as he went away.

Nearly an hour passed. The ap-
proaching doom, and the unknown
fate of his wife, made Rawlinson

" miserable. Bala at last appeared with

his two friends, took the prisoner out

of the hut and led him on, two of
them keeping guard over him, and
the third leading the way.

“Once again I beg of you, Bala,
don't take me there,” entreated
Rawlinson.

“What guarantee is there that you
will be grateful to me and save me
from the hands of the other six? How
can I rely on your cruel mind?”, ask-
ed Bala, switching on his electric torch
and focussing the light on Rawlin-
son’s face, which was deadly pale, and
wore an abject, forlorn expression.

“Listen, Manager Sahib,” continued
Bala. “If you really mean to be good
in future and treat the workmen un-
like in the past, if you promise never
to let anybody know what is happen-
ing tonight, I have still time to save
you, if I care. But remember, I shall
have to take as much risk to save you
as all the seven of us fook to destroy
you. If ever you think of misusing
my trust, that will be the last day of
your life. Do you promise to behave
yoursel{?”

“1 do, I do. Emphatically I do pro-
mise to behave properly.”

A couple of yards more they went
and suddenly a peal of thunder shook
the whole district, and all the three
spvoluntarily shrieked as they jumped
up. The sound was reverherating all
round for a whole minute. Pointing to
a blaze of sky-high flames, Bala said,
“T00k there, Sahib. That is your Star
View, and you and your wife are sup-
posed to have been blown up to hell in
there. Six of my comrades are at this
moment lifting their mugs of liquor to
their lips celebrating your death. I
shudder to think of the seventh mug
and the vacant seat, which belong to
me. 3ark again, if ever you intend
mischief again, this revolver is more
than enough for your cursed body.”

Saying this, Bala quickened his pace,
almost dragging Rawlinson and spurr-
ing on his friends towards a dim light
in the opposite direction.

“Get into that hut over there,” said
Bala to Rawlinson, “and release your
lady who is gagged and imprisoned in
it, but otherwise perfectly unhurt.
Remember the world must know that
both of you had gone late last evening
to the neighbouring town and you will
yeturn tomorrow morning to be sur-
prised to find your bungalow a heap of
ashes.



THE LOCUST MENACE

By MICHAEL PERRETT

HE destruction of cr

. Iocusts. has provided tl*gpsworlgl
with 2 major problem from the earli-
est‘tlllers of the soil down to the
agricultural experts of the twentieth
century. For prehistoric man, wrest-
itg a precarious livelihood from a
clearing in the forest, a lacust plague
was a precursor of famine, disease and
perhaps annihilation. The prospect
1§ equally alarming for the post-war
world, engaged in the development of
vasp new territories to solve an inter-
national food crisis. Total war against
the depredations of these pests is the
. order of the day. Because of our
famman.ty with the Biblical reference
:: the eighth plague of Egypt, there
s a tendency to regard the locust
Benauce as confined to the Middle East
ut toc_iay_ not one of the five conti-.

nents is immune from attack. Th
¥ery activities of man to 6onver§
aore;st or swamp into productive
bgrgultural Bround are counteracted
sgizele rapid}ty with which the locusts
i I;gs;esslon for purposes of breed-
i i\t as b{een estimated that over
o g:my countries are now subject to
vasio?znem infestation or periodice in-
vast sﬁb In 1947 even southern Britain
e ]ec.ted to a minor onslaught
Beyptia painting of a locust in a.ri
(@bout 2,400 B. G, pepeatth dynasty

g . C. rovide i
Zt;iestgarhest known record Sofus tretf;
o nce. But their prevalence i
e ancient world is proved b tm
abundant references in E y 'he
Hebrew, Greek and ¢ evptian,

hinese -
ments. The Old Testament bogl‘:mcl)f

Joel contains a wonderf ivi
accurate description of :ulscr)c‘{ll:tldin%nd
sion. ) Roman writers record Zg—
suffermgs of the Roman Colonies o%
Cyrpnalca and Numidia in North
Africa where in 125 B. C. locusts were
responsible for the deaths from
famine of no fewer than 800,000
people. Early Spanish writings ées—
cribe lqcust ravages as far afield as
the Philippines. The tragic stor
contln}zes down to more recent timeg
;v:;:g in 1930 crops were destroyed ir{
. 2ion ;((’:gntgs :che value of ngarly a mil-

éilchst is a species of grasshopper,

A

gﬁ)rhesral.]lg) iltaérge; hin size and of grega-
Ous . e females lay thei
€ggs in the ground in gro .
30 to 100 eggs. The o ot e
se_veral. months or vfeeel?satggch“gi aft:r
c‘:;)llrgamc conditions, inéo “hopg%rs?’
move about in
covering large areas ag?inisﬁite()ften
Per%[ur‘bed by obstacles. A nineteen‘;?l-
be? r}z;.y .trave_ller in Palestine paint-
%Tﬁg;fyrllng gzcture of such an attacks
[ umper was astounding: :
g&(élet kf\‘(xa(r:r? Ofotrlxlet tx‘noun’ca.in w:tlsg ’blgt:li
vt . ey came like a liv-
kril;d gealt}?e. We dug trenches, ;‘lr‘:d
Kindlc ‘hgae;,s aggogeat}l and burned to
effort was utterly useles:apisiv o e
wave rolied up the mouni: in sid alter
ﬁogred olver rocks, walls,acliriltsgzg ‘;?13
bx?id%'ei;ggtrzsre tk;)eglind covering up and
ridg ' masses already kill-
i o oot ol
the garden of Eden. before na is as
Eehmd them a desolate ewtilllcfé?ﬁeang
zzznxually the happers “grow mfzsgs
and .;a).lgg, t}?: the air in swarms which
nave mnn nown t9 measure as much
s es by 3 .m'lles and to contain
o diyt as g rmll.xon million locusts
enormosu snces Whlch they cover aré
Teos Dous. It is on record that in
st tgrws crossed from the Danube
pat ales, a distance of some
ool S. Dgsert locusts have been
erve: in mgd—Atlantic, about 1,500
i, om their base. Rain and w’ind
o rxt:ual]y break up these swarms
Johannesi WM} dire results, as iﬂ
S urg in 1924, when locusts
Droke .lown‘ telephone wires, stopped
allway' service by "making the

lines i
€3 impassable, and caused trams to

¥
c\;\xllsgzgkgfams downhill through their
oo e 0“36185 rendering the metals
4 S 1plp~vxy for the brakes to act.
poor sntocust, yhich as the Biblical
oount c{'eads ate every herp of the
g and all the fruit of the trees”
R, gf k.at times graced even the
Ny Ngs. In ancient Assyria a
2 relief of the seventh century B. C
2ag¥«s that locusts were served at ;c,he‘
arte of Asshurbanipal. They were
part of John the Baptist's staple diet

and are still eaten by  Bedoulns in .

ok

Arabia, though not apparently by
choice. A few years ago the Philip-
pine Department of Agriculture issued

- a directive containing thirty-three

various methods of preparing locusts
for table, helped out by more palata-
ble items such as eggs, bananas, lemons
and pineapples. Their corpses serve a
more practical purpose as fertilisers
and cattle food. There are many
possible methods of locust destruction,
some of which date back to very early
days. In ancient China the eggs were
desiroyed by digging them into the
ground. Pliny describes Roman tac-
ties in their North African colonies,
where the “hoppers” were beaten with
branches and driven into trenches.
In some countries, Argentina,
for example, metal barriers are cons-
tructed to bar the advance of “hopper”
bands and divert them to their doom
in pits and trenches. Magic charms
have been considered in all ages a
potent weapon, and in Persia prayers
from the Koran are hung from poles
amongst the crops to act as religious
“scarecrows.”

Amongst the many modern methods
of dealing with the problem are flame-
throwers, poison gases, bacterial
diseases, steam rollers, balloon bar-
rages, smoke screens, artillery and all
the paraphernalia of twentieth-cen-
tury offensive weapons. Against an
aerigl invasion of locusts aircraft are
used to deal death by the spraying of
insecticides. More recently the scien-
{ific use of chemicals and especially
of poisons had become the wmost
effective weapons of locust control.
It has long been recognised that
in locust, as in human, warfare
one of the essential military axioms
is o destroy the enemy in his base
before he has been able to deploy his
forces. Thanks to the pioneer work
of a great entomologist, Dr. Uvarov,
the habits of the locust and especially
his behaviour during = the tranquil
years have opened up an avenue for a
more effective if not a permanent,
solution to the problem.

It hac been discovered that when
locusts are not in swarms they change
their appearance and their habits.
Solitary locusts oehave like typical
grasshoppers and ghow no desire for
companionship. But if the solitary
locusts become congregated, due, for

. Instance, to their desire for a damp

N

environment during a drought, they
are lable to develop gregarious ten-
dencies and take to flight. According-
ly the policy has been to isolate these
“outbreak areas” and by regular
patrolling prevent the swarms from
assembling. The most common
method of destruction today is by
preparing a bait of poisoned bran
which is then scattered among the
locusis and preferred by them to their
normal food supply. Arsenical poisons
which were originally employed have
now given place to a poison which can
be used with complete safety in
grazing areas. At long last a method
has been put into operation which is
technically simple and effective. An
added attraction is its cheapness: five -
pounds of bait is sufficient to Kkill an
acre of “hoppers.”

1t is political rather than technical
considerations which have prevented
and still prevent locust control from
being more effective. Locusts employ
tactics which for two reasons mili-
tate strongly in favour of their survi--
val. In the first place their invasions
contain the element of surprise. Their
visitations are neither annual nor
periodic. A country may be free from
attack for several years only to suffer
severe outbreaks over a period of five
to ten years. During the onslaught-
every nerve is strained and every re-
source marshalled to organise the
country’s defence. But when the
danger has receded a sense of compla-
cency seitles on the authorities and
even an unwarranted optimism that
the threat may never recur,
Secondly, locusts are no respec-
tors of political boundaries. A
swarm may gather, for instance, in
India and fly to Persia and the Ara-
bian Peninsula, while its oftspring
raay carry on the flight to the African
continent. It is useless for the coun-
tries under fire to pursue, as they
have in the past, an isolationist policy
and merely adopt temporary measures-
10 meet the immediate threat. For
here we have an international pro-
plem demanding an urgent solution
and the willing co-operation of all the
dtates in the affected areas. In the
main this is now forthcoming. Yet
as recently as the summer of 1949
anti-locust operations in the Middle
East were seriously handicapped by
the refusal of the Iman of Yemen tor



allow members of the expedition to
enter his kingdom.

An abortive attempt to combat the
menace on the international leve]
was made in Rome in 1920, when
eighteen States in various parts of the
world signed a convention pledging
full co-operation. But it was left for
the British Government to take the
initiative and establish g research
unit to conduct both defensive ang
offensive operations. Thig organisa-
tior} was founded in 1929 following a
serious outbreak of the desert locust
in 1928. British enterprise was re-
cognised by the First International
Loqust Conference at Rome in 1930
which requested the British centre o
act as an international clearing houge
for world-wide locust research., ‘This
Anti-Locust Research Centre, which is
housed in the Natura} History Museum
in London, has been the main inspi-
}'ation for all subsequent developments
in locust control. Thus during the
second world war there was a severe

- outbreak of the desert locust which
threatened disaster to the food crops
in an area which was vitally impor-

. tant to the war effort. Using the local

reports telegraphed from various cen-
tres to London, the Anti-Locust Re-
search Centre was able to forecast the
brobable trend of the attack and warn
the areas concerned,

Fron_l 1930 onwards international co~

operat{on was able to plan systematie
campalgns against the locust. No
fewer than five Internationdl Loeyst
Conferences were held between 193¢
and 1938. The fifth, held at Brussels
in 1938, recommended the establish-
ment of an international organisation
to co-ordinate all activities in stamp-
ing out the menace. Although the
war prevented the setting up of such
a body, it offered more favourable
cppartunities than in pre-war days for
co-operative effort. The necessity for
maintaining an adeguate food supply
brovided the incentive, and the unique
concentration of manpower and trans-
port in the affected areas, the Middle
East and East Africa, provided the
meons. It is a just comment on this
minor campaign, of which the full
story has yet to be told, that it was
Indispensable to ‘the winning of the

‘war. Britain inevitably took the lead
but received wholehearted assistance

from personnel of many nations,

ey

I:]gyptiansi Americans, Indians and
buda‘nese In particular, as well ag the
backing of their Governments.

ATnfz centrg of aperationg was the
rabian Peninsula, which is one of

the mgst important loeust—produeing

s fortunate
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locusts have cost mank?xgggzi gfmtg;.el
average of fifteen million pounds in
money alone gng untold mise
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vided by the scientists 50 that this

age-old problem may be permanently

solved for the benefit of humanity.

“THIS EVEN-HANDED JUSTICE!”

By S. SIVARAMAN

HE air was thick with rumours.

People were talking only in whis-
pers. In broad day-light the female
folk at home kept barred every door
and window. The men dared not stir
out after dusk. The army of urban
quill-drivers made a beeline to their
offices and darted back again to their
homes by 5 o’clock in the evening.
Solitary pedestrians did not exist in
those days.

Children did not attend schools.
The theatres and public places were
closed. Death was not more omino-
usly silent than those nights. The
destitutes who doddered on the cob-
bled pavements, driven out of their
drab and dubious business by the
‘society’ amateurs and murderous,
sadistic, sexual anarchs, had deserted
the nights.

- Just a spark of a solitary incident
was all that was needed to ignite the
powder magazine that was the town.
A debtor wanted time and the credi-
tor became abusive. One’s fez cap
rolled in the dust; temples were des-
poiled and mosques desecrated; the
other’'s cow was stabbed. Regular
rioting was afoot. Plunder and blood-
letting became duty. Counter-pil-
laging rose to be sacred self-defence.
Flesh was never cheaper and life
more dearly purchased.

The roads were littered with dead,
dying and maimed, old and young,
children and expectant mothers. Pra-
bhakar could not find his way. Street
lamps were smashed and telegraphic
wires loosely hung on the posts. The
town was plunged in darkness. A
chill crept down his spine. Warm
drops stood out -on his forehead.
Three days he had not seen her. His
uncle had called him to Calcutta.

Peering into the darkness he
almost ran along, stumbling against
cold corpses and slipping on oozing
blood. His brain was the vortex of a

. tornado. He cursed all his fellow

Hindus, himself, man and God. He
smiled at the last “word”. Why
should they, no, she pay the price of,
he shuddered to name it, human
depravity? .

The white column rising in the dis- -

tance, faint against the darkness of
the sky, (was it deliberately timed for
this Amavas night?), he reckoned,
was the war memorial. He could
figure out where he was; it was the
junction of Manekji Lane and Mirza
Road. He raced along, keeping close
to the walls of the buildings on either-
side of the road. The shrieks and
wails were faint, indistinct and dying
out here. The nearer he approached
the house, the more unsteady he
became. The very houses, victims of
vandalism, still stood out to mock
sentient soul-dowered men. The
rustle of a leaf underlined the ago-
nizing stillness of the place. That
was her house. The gate had been
reduced to matchwood, the doors
were ajar, the windows smashed to
smithereens. Despair shock his soul.
Mad thoughts ran along his blood.
“They might have fled. Bub where
shall T find her? Why has she then .
not sent me a note? Will I be in the
same house? How am I sure the-
house will be there? No, no, I may

not receive her note. I must risk it.” -

His first impulse was to run up-
stairs. On second thought he cau-
tiously went from room to room. The
smell told him he was now in the
kitchen. In a corner he saw a body..
Crumpled, human. It was a gruesome
sight. With terror in his eyes and
with trembling fingers he turned it
over. The body was heavy, rather-
fat. He was not sure. He slowly drew
it near the window. Then he fell
back with a stifled cry. It was her-
mother! Oh, how can this be, yet it
was....a monstrous relief. He hastily
left the room and in a moment was.
on the terrace landing.

There was nothing on the floor. The -
carpet had been defiled. But the hope
of youth is deep! He saw something, a
something, and ran towards it. “Oh, .
Mariam Bibi, Bibi,” he cried aloud.
She was cold. His knees trembled and
he sank to the ground.

How many hours he had lain there-

he did not know. Pain and grief had

brought on that coma. He was:

A



grad}lally returning to an awareness
of his surroundings. Strange voices
seemed to fill the compound. The
wooden  staircase ' was

college and in love. Menacingly he
vclle_yed ms questions, “What have
you In this house? How did you come

2 _ creaking  here? You are a villain
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ing, a savage yell broke out.

soon?” Rascal, and many other odious

YUGOSLAVIA AND THE WEST

By K. ZILLIACUS

Mr. Zilliacus, author of a number of books and pamphlets
on international affairs, was for nineteen years a member of the
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UGOSLAVIA is a Socialist State,

governed by a Communist Party
through 2 National Front and an
elected Parliament. In order to
succeed in building Socialism at home,
Yugoslavia must trade with the capi-
talist West. The one point on which
Soviet opinion and official American
opinion are agreed is that this situa-
tion is bound to end with Yugoslavia
being drawn into the Western camp.
Communist Parties indeed, echoing
the views of the Soviet Communist
ieaders, declare that the thing has
already happened.

But the Yugoslavs have their own
view of the future of their country.
They are determined not to be drawn
into the Western camp and (o con-
tinue to defend their independence
against Soviet claims. They believe
that they are standing for an impor-
tant principle. They are confident
that they can hold out because of
the economic resources of their coun-
try, the spirit of their people, the
-quality of their national leadership,
and, last but not least, the stalemate
and rivalry between the two great
armed camps. If the Soviet and offi-
cial American view is correct, the
Yugoslav stand is only a temporary
incident in the cold war, regarded as
a windfall by one side and as an
-accidental misfortune by the other,
but without calling for any change in
political strategy. Even so, it is impor-
tant. The collapse of the Yugoslav
bid for independence might take the
form of the regime breaking up in
internal disorders, culminating in.its
overthrow. If so, the insurgents
would certainly receive help from the
Soviet Union directly or through
Yugoslavia’s Cominform neighbours.
Whether that was so or not, the Sovief
“Union would certainly get the blame
in the West. Or else the Yugoslav
regime would succumb to TUnited
Btates pressure and blandishments,

_.alded by fear of the U. 8. 8. R. and of

Cominformists within the country,
and become an ally of the U. S. A.
That would mean becoming a client
of the Marshall Plan and ultimately
United States concessions and bases
and the virtual abandonment of the
attempt to build Socialism. These
developments would probably bring
about the disorders and consequences
of the former alternative,

In any case, as Mr. John Foster

.Dulles, Secretary of State Dean Ache-

son’s principal adviser in America’s
“pi-partisan” foreign policy, warned
his countrymen: “It can be assumed
that the Soviet State would use the
Red Army if its leaders felt that their
homeland was imminently and
seriously menaced. That is why....
the United States should not seek
military bases so close to the Soviet

- Union as to carry an offensive threat

that is disproportionate to its defen-
sive value. The establishment of
American bases in Yugoslavia would
most certainly be regarded by the
Soviet Government as an imminent
and serious menace to their homeland.
That is why any possible alternative
to the policy of national indepen-
dence and international co-operation
through the United Nations, without
joining either of the great armed
blocs, on which Yugoslavia has em-
barked, would aggravate the cold war
to the danger point. It would bring
us fo the verge of, if it did not plunge
us into, the third world war. Contra-
riwise, if the Yugoslavs succeed in
establishing a relationship with the
capitalist West that enables them to
g6 on building Socialism at home and
to preserve their national indepen-
dence between the two great camps,
they will have introduced a new fac-
tor in world affairs that may prove
the turning-point in post-war history.
For the mere existence of such rela-
tions between the capitalist democra-
cies and a people’s democracy may .
show how to remove the principal . -



obstacle to the opening of negotiati
between the Great P%wers. gciilact‘x)%rlxg
me:x%hthg.t the end of the cold war
an e dawn of peac j

der the horizon.” peace were Just un-

At present the issue is undee

But it is possible to discern cg?:g{
tendencies. They are on the whole
encouraging. The Yugoslavs them-
selvgs say that their conflict with the
Soviet Union is largely a contest for
the understanding and support of
progressive opinion in the West and
that- on the outcome may well ’hang
the issue of war or peace. It wag the
growing tension between the Great
Powers that led the Soviet Union, ag
part of her search for security against
the glanger, real or fancied, of West-
ern intervention and war prepara.-
tions, 'co' insist on acceptance of her
leadgrshlp of the Cominform States to
a point that touched off the Yugoslav
revolt. When I saw Marshall Tito in
September 1948, soon after the con-
flict came into the open, he was quite
clear. on the fundamental issue: It
was not true, he said, to claim that
there were ideological  differences
between Yugoslavia and the other
peogle’s democracies which could
justify a quarrel. The real issue was
4 question of principle that was new
and that had to be raised and settled
Sooner or later. Perhaps it was a
good thing that it had fallen to the
Yugo§lav Communist Party to settle
that Issue, for the others would have
caved in and-they were going to stand
up to it. The issue was what should
be the relations between Socialist
Stales. The Yugoslavs claim that they
mus§ be based on equality and reci-
procity and the ultimate right of
st_alf—determination, and not on the
big fellow giving orders to the others.

_I_n September 1949, on m
visit, the Yugoslavs were staége?fr}:é
under the shock of the Cominform
boycott which cut off half their ex-
ports apd imports. Everyone was
qude;mg Just how far the Soviet,
Union 1n§ended to go after the boycott
th‘e tear}ng up of the treaties of
Iriendship and alliance, frontier inci-
dents between Yugoslavia and her
neig}xbourS, partial rupture of diplo-
matie relations, threatening noteg
rumours of troop movements, etc. ebc'
On my six weeks’ visit in March’ and
last vear the situation hgqg

changed. Marshal Tito h
ad be
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State Department continued to issue
American passports with a notice
that they were not valid for Yugosla-
via. The ban on Americans visiting
Yugoslavia was lifted early in April,
1950. Then came the policy of allow-
ing Yugoslavia to do just enough trade
with the U. 8. A. and trying to limit
her trade with the West to the point
where the regime could just keep go-
ing but could not show any striking
success. Now State Department
policy, or at any rate the United States
-diplomatic view in Belgrade, seems to
be that the Yugoslavs are too obsti-
nate and unreasonable to be really
frightened of the Russians and, there-
fore, to accept any kind of military or
political commitment to the U. 8. A.
But since it is nevertheless a lesser
evil to have an independent Commu-
nist Yugoslavia than a Kremlin Com-
munist Yugoslavia, the U. S. A. must
encourage trade and credifs for Yugo-
slavia, even if that country goes on
building Socialism at home and taking
its own line in international relations.
Sooner or later, they believe, the
Yugoslavs will feel that they are mili-
tarily threatened by the Soviet Union
and will voluntarily contract an
alliance with the U. S. A.

The Yugoslavs are perfectly aware
.of the ulterior motive in this new
American volicy. They are under no
illusion as to the abyss between decla-
raticns of local American diplomats
and even the intentions of the State
Department on the one hand and
the decisions of the Congress on
the other. Nevertheless, they do not
believe that the Soviet Union will at-
tack them because, they say, the
Y. S. S. R. thinks in social and not
military terms. If there were serious
unrest or a large-scale rising in
Yugoslavia there would no doubt be
.Soviet help and encouragement. But
they are confident that their people
.are and will remain united in support
of the Government’s policies and that
.50 long as that is the case they need
not fear aggression. At the same time
they are not neglecting their defences.

Meanwhile the breach with the
Soviet Union and her satellites and
the resulting necessity for tirading
with the U. 8. A. and what the Yugo-
alavs regard as America’s satellites are
Influeneing Yugoslav domestic policy.
“The Yugosliav leaders have been study-

ing the evolution of the Soviet Union
and are determined not to repeat the
errors of that country.

There is free discudsion of the fun-~
damental issues arising out of the
break with the U. S. S. R. I was told
at the Writers’ Club in Belgrade of
a recent visit of one of the chief
Yugoslav leaders, who told his hearers
that the Government had only one
directive to give them, namely that
there were no directives for them.
They should write as they pleased.
Not only is there no attempt by the
Yugoslav Communist Party to inter-
fere in the business of artists, writers,
scientists, ete., but their associations
speak their minds freely on public
affairs. That does not mean that the
Yugoslav regime, which is barely six
years old and has emerged from war,
civil war and revolution in (as it then
was) a primitive and largely illiterate
country, has attained the standards
of democracy, freedom and tolerance
which we try to observe. As one promi-
nent Yugoslav leader said to me, “We
must admit that in the Socialist States
we have not yet solved the problem of
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freedom.” But there is no doubt that
the Yugoslav regime is very much in
earnest about including democracy
and freedom, as we in the West under..
stand those terms, in the Socialist
society they are building.

Yugoslavia’s stand is a challenge to
both sides in the cold war and an
opportunity to those who want to
make peace. It challenges the lea-
ders of the Soviet Government apg
Com_munlsb Party to give up the claim
to uu'e.ct Communist Parties ip other
countries, since that claim is incon-
sistent wilh the Charter of the Unit-
ed Nations and incompatible with the
conﬁdence between nations necessary
to civilised intercourse. It challenges
the»Western Powers to make it clear
that when they talk of “defending
democracy against Communism” they
a}‘e not using this as a cloak for poli-~
mes‘ of interference in the internal
affairs of other countries, going all
the way 0o fomenting civil war ang
f:ou_nter-revolution, but are merely
Insisting that Communist Parties
mu_s’c cease to act on a view of “prole~
tarian internationalism” which
amounts to accepting the judgment

apd leadership of the Savi

nls.t Party as their supremee gl?tolﬁ)‘;ﬁu‘
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INDO-AMERICAN RELATIONS
By R.V.VIDYA SaGap

TO those who have been working for
Indo-American friendship, the
gulf 'bgtween these two countries
which is widening with every day that;
basses, comes as a shoek. It is realised
on all hands that a strong Indo-Ame-
rican alignment on international mat-
ters _would be a great stabilising fac-
tor in this world of political wun-
ceriainties. But this alignment should
be based on a positive rather than g
nezative programme. Till now India
and America were friendly, mostly
bgcause of their aversion to Commu-
nism and no attempt has been made
to bring out a positive programme of
co-operation. The chord which binds
thgm both is rather a delicate one and
it is tpreatening to snap, whenever
. they differ on international matters,
Of late India has consistentl] in-~
tatned that America was not fgllglvgilrr;g

; awise policy in the Far East. The

f{mericans, havin,
mgly great inter
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and if they had sought to repress the
liberation movement by force of arms,
many of our leaders would perhaps
have taken to Communism. This
psychological aspect, America has
never understood, with the result that
Americans still pursue their help-
imperialist policy, increasing the very
danger which they seek to avoid.
America should rally all nationalist
forces and advise France to leave
Indo-China, enabling such nationalist
forces to run their own Government.

Korea was the chief subject on
which America and India rarely
thiought on the same lines. America
(no doubt under the directives of the
U. N. O.) used her might in fighting
the North Koreans. In this terrible
war, many “American boys” have lost
their lives. And yet no peace is in
sight. When the Americans were on
the ascendant, the faint voice of
India asking them not to cross the
38th Parallel did not reach them, nor
were her fears of world-wide recrude-
scence of trouble seriously consider-
ed. India has many a time pleaded
that negotiations should be attempted
and no opportunity should be lost of
stopping this unnecessary war. This
was, of course, misunderstood as rank
appeasement of the aggressor and the
American Press turned hostile to
India, and began denouncing India
and her leader Nehru. The Indian
Press too became vituperative and no
attempt has been made to represent
the American point of view in an
honest manner. In their anxiety to
get back their lost prestige (in Korea)
America has miscalculated the
enemy’s power and is still hopeful of
a military success in Korea. But to
those whuse eyes are not ‘“bloodshot
with passion,” the Korean war looks

like a beginning for a world conflagra-
tion.

There is a feeling in India that the
Korean war is only a manifestation of
America’s desire for war. It is point-
ed cul that war creates a favourable
market for American surplus products
and reduces their unemployment. The
way in which some Americans talk
lecsely of war enables this kind of
feeling to grow. There are some poli-
ticians in America who have expressed
a desire that the atom bomb should
be used in Korea. We shudder at the
very idea of this terrible experiment
on the millions * of Asia. Though
Americans, having repeatedly con-
demned North Koreans for having
committed aggression on South Korea,
sought to punish the aggressor, they
were not prepared to condemn the
aggressor when exactly similar aggres-
sion was committed by Pakistan in
Kashmir. Obviously because Pakistan
is not a Communist country. Why is
it that the very people who advocated
peaceful means of settling the Kash-~
mir issue, obiect to peaceful means in
Korea?

These are some of the outstanding
aspects of Indo-American relations.
The guiding principle of America is
to stop Russian expansion. The only
interest of America is to develop an
anti-Russian front. But to us, the
problem is one of poverty and India
looks in vain to America for help.
India has realised, of late, that there
is a great difference between talking
of freedom and working for freedom.
She has gradually but unconsciously
drifted from America, and her voice
of peace is acquiring greater force in
the United Nations. America is ill at
ease at the emergence of this force.




SECRETS OF RED CHINA-V
By EMILY HAHN

'WHEN Lenin got out of the train

that took him back to Russia

“in 1917, he made a speech in the
Petrograd stafion waiting-room to
the revolutionaries who welcomed
him. There are varying versions of
that speech; but what is common to
all of them is that Lenin said the
equivalent of “Now we have to do the
job.”

To-day Mao Tse-tung stands very
much where Lenin did then. He has
achieved power; now he has to do the
job. At 57, he is exactly 10 years

-older than Lenin was in 1917.  Will
he succeed, as Lenin succeeded?

Now prophecy is a pastime for
fools. Nobody in 1930 could have
foretold 1940; and nobody in 1950 can
foretell 1960—either in China or any-
where else. I shall not attempt pro-
bhecy. I shall go no further than
examining, as a matter of fact, what
Mac and his Communists must do if
they are to keep power.

The difficulties facing them are
énormous. To start with, there is no
administrative machine covering the
whole country, as there was in
Tsarist Russia. The structure set up
by Chiang, provisional and incom-
plete as it was, has now broken down.

If Mao is to impose Communism on
the endless millions of China he must
create a machine powertul and ruth-
less enough to alter their whole
pattern of living. Can he do that?
Well, T have no doubt that his Com-
munists are ready to try.

Life Is Cheap

They do not regard human life with
the same sacredness as does the
-Christian West. They will have few
scruples about torture and killing,
Life is cheap in China, anyhow.

When people are pre-occupied with
the personal struggle for bare Survi-
val—and that is how most of China’s
~millions spend all their lives—they are
uniikely {o bother very much about
theories of government. They wil
~ <8ubmit to a great deal. So long as

dhey can keep alive. ’

They are a passive people. I do pot,

believe that Mao or anyone else can
turn them into a nation of zealots.
Their passivity will help him to stay
in power; but it will impede him
when he tries to rearrange their lives,

Communism for China must neces-
sarily be a matter not of seizing fac-
tories but of collectivising the soil.
For China is essentially a nation of
peasants not of industrial workers.
Now the peasant in China has the
characteristics of the peasant any-
where else in the world., He clings to
the soil; he wants to be let alone; he
is conservative, traditional, suspicious
of changes; and he is as stubborn as
a mule. Tax-gatherers, bureaucrats,
political enthusiasts~he dislikes and
distrusts them all.

To abolish private ownership of
land—something consecrated by the
traditions of centuries: to force the
fiercely individualist Chinese peasant
into collective farming; to choke his
life-long hunger for his own fiece of
soill—that is what Mao must do in
order to create Communism. It is the
most, gigantic task that has ever con-
fronted a revolutionary.

The Risks

To attempt it, successfully or not,
he must organise the landless masses
against the landowning peasants. He
must mobilise the hungry men who
want land against the hungry men
who have a little of it. And he must
do it knowing the risk; the risk of
arousing the desperation of the man
who finds his fingers being forced Off
the raft to which he clings.

One way in which I expected to see
Mao tackle the job is by trying to
break down the Chinese reverence
for the family ynit. I expect to see
him developing schools that will take
children away from the influence of
their traditionally minded parents.
He must try his utmost to rupture
the family basis of China. For that,

in essence, 1s what he is fighting
against.

Mao to-day is the ally and the
ailmlrer of Stalin, Will he remain the
ally?

X il not attempt 1o propheay Bere,

either; but I will set down the facts
that must be considered in any esti-
mate of the future.

Fact No. 1 is that Mao is a Marxist;
a man who has dedicated himself,
througchout” his adult life, to zhe
gospel of Communism. But he is also
a Marxist who believes in private
judgment, and who is prepared to
disagree with the high priest in the
Kremlin.

Twenty-three years ago, when
Chiang Kai-shek threw out his Rus-
sian advisers, Mao and the Chinese
Communists also quarrelled with the
Kremlin. They did not break with
Moscow; but they refused to follow
the line laid down for them by the
Communist International. They
insisted that they knew better than
the International how to appeal to
China.

Seviet Arms

Throughout the 1930s the rift con-
tinued. Stalin showed little interest

in the Chinese Communists, He did"
not come to their rescue at the end

of their Long March, when they

established themselves not far from .
his frontier. They needed machinery, .
and clothes, and food, and arms. They

went on needing them.

It is only since the fall of Japan
that Stalin has renewed his links with
Mao. To-day it is Soviet factories.
that arm Mao’s troops. If Mao has.
now grown strong enough to over-
throw Chiang, he has Stalin to thank .
for that.

So far as I can see, there is no
reason at all at present why the-
relationship between them should be
endangered. To suppose that it is.
about to break down seems to me to.
be merely wishful thinking.

There is nothing like necessity to-
keep people together. Mao needs
Soviet backing; and Stalin needs his
Chinese ally. But neither is likely to
forget that once upon a time they
split.—Copyright Lens.
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By V.P. SATHE

IT is reported that one Member of
Parliament is moving a resolution
demanding the prohibition of the
entry of American films in India and
that resolution may have come before
the Parliament for discussion before
this column appears in print.
There is hardly any doubt that such
a resolution has no chance of being
passed—at least that is how I fee]
about it. For, motion pictures, like
books, myst have a, free entry all over
the world. I have always felt that not
only American, but Russian, French,
British and Italian pictures should be
2lso shown in India. My complaint if
any, is that only American pictures
are being exhibited and the theatres
showing American pictures cannot
exhibit any other pictures, not even
Indian, without the permission of the
foreign distribution concerns who have
exclusive contracts not on the basis of
picture but weeks per year with every
theatre. It would be one thing to
break the monopely of American pic-
tures and quile another to prohibit
their import altecgether.
Indeed, one shudders at the very ideg
of such a prohibition. For it would
compel all the people in India to see
Indian pictures. And the Burra,
Sa:hebs who go ga-ga over Carman
Miranda’s dance and scoff at Cuckag
who pride on not seeing Indian ﬁlms’
and go to see third-rate murder thrills
from Hollywood, what will happen to
them. More than that, what will hap-
“pen to our own writers, technicians
and Dproducers who draw most of their
:inspiration from Holiywood films.
- In a way they will be happy. For
~they will have an ‘opportunity to go
« +out of Indla to see foreign films and

¥Ry will plagiarise them more confi-

dently hecause then they wi
S P wil
fear of being detected. y ! have no

But at the same time it
But cannaot
gammsaid that the picturegoers wiil lt)):

cenied an opportunity t
good works of art. Y O abpreciate

d w The motion pie-
tures today brovide the only cultllx):';l’

d be a folly to

relationship not be conlﬁeixtedth?;
America only. §p the Member of

Personality O The Week

A film journa)i
Succeed in the 5 does not always

; a -
instance, 1 i » Tt of direction. For

as a director. O

?ﬁi‘i ‘I]{Olér;?r have proved successful in
v R101r1 and one is happy to note
o of.a ﬁ (IJhopra thg erst-while edi-
has made a?uclrzl ag?zme it s o o
director in Afsan%ts.s Hl debut 25 a flm
Tall, lanky ang well-built Chopra
ﬁfs been toying with the idea of mgk-
m 1? pictures for g long time. Even
maen he was conducting his film
Witga:.lrflie at Lahore he was connected
with Im company which produced
! Murad in Punjabi. And just
When Rattan was made he came to
Bombay to

clation with Jaimani Dewan.

‘The plan however did nat materiér.

broduce Lalarukh in assow

lize and he went back to Lahore dis-
appointed. But the idea of making
pictures got hold of him for good! He
planned another picture entitled
Chandni Chowk in association with
D. P. Berry, the editor of Screen World.
It was during the planning stage of
this picture that I met Chopra at
Lahore. The script was completed,
but the riots and partition ruined the
plan though Chopra had come to
Bombay and settled with Kardar
studio and S. M. Yusuf for direction.

After the partition, Chopra came to
Bombay for good, and he and Berry
launched their first production
Karwat. The production did not have
smooth sailing; first, Berry parted
company and then Chopra and Vedi
.could not pull on together. Believe
it or not, though Chopra was the pro-
ducer he was prohibited from visiting
the set or seeing the rushes by the
director. And as was feared the as-
.sociation could not last long and ulti-
mately Chopra got another director to
complete the picture.

But Karwat as a picture did not
create much impression. To avoid
any further conflict and clash of
tempers Chopra decided to direct his
ssecond picture himself and he direct-
ed Afsaena which reveals that he has
a good grasp of film craft, and his
style of narration appears to be as
good as that of a versatile competent
professional director.

It Afsana is any indication Chopra
is bound o go a long way as a direc-
tor, though one must warn him to be
careful. For, it has happened so often
that directors who make brilliant
debuts get themselves lost in the usual
rut; and one hopes that Chopra will
-always beai in mind that his success
as a cirector will depend upon  his
ability to retain his distinet individua-
lity and his enterprising spirit in
always tackling unusual themes and
stories.

Picture Of The Week

A comparative new comer in the
field of production and direction has
‘made a surprisingly good picture;
that is the first impression one forms
of Shree Gopal Pictures’ Afsana.

- The picture, though produced by an
Independent producer is technically
first rate, distinguished by excellent

- sets, deécor, mounting and brilliant

camerawork by Rajendra Malone.
Besides, it has a story which is diffe--
rent from the usual rut and is at the
same time very gripping and thrilling
with the result that when you see
Afsana you feel the satisfaction of
having watched a good story presented
with good taste and an attractive
manner. :

The story, screenplay and dialogues
by I. S. Johor reveal that Johor is as
good in writing a tense drama as he
has already proved himself to be in
writing comedy in Ek Thi Larki. True,
Afsana is not a very original story; it
seems obviously inspired by Marie
Correlli’s famous novel Vendetta. But
the way he has adapted that theme
and evolved his own screenplay is very
clever and intelligent.

It begins with the childhood of twin
brothers Chaman and Rattan and the
girl they loved—Meera. The child-
hood sequences reveal the characters
of the trio in an interesting manmner,
though one feels that the play staged
by children is rather too long and
should have been scrapped. In a
village mela Rattan is lost and Cha-
man grows up into a ruthless, hard
but rich man with many vocations
including the theatre. And while
Meera is still hoping and waiting for
the return of Rattan, brought up in
an orphanage, he grows up in Judge
Ashok’s place happily married to Leela
~—oblivious of his childhood and also
of his wife’s illicit affair with his
friend Mohan.

Fate brings the two brothers toge-
ther at Mussorie. The Judge goes
there for work; and Chaman, a fugi-
tive from justice, goes there to find
refuge. When Chaman sees Ashok
and notices his resemblance to him,
he tries to kill him by giving him an
extra dose of sleeping pills and
donning his clothes and make-up so
that he could live as Judge Ashok. The
plan is thwarted; for while running
away Chaman dies in a car accident
and a doctor saves Ashok from death.
But now no one recognises him as
Ashok; everyone thinks he is Chaman.
Fortunately for him Chaman is prov-
ed innocent of the murder charges;
but unfortunately for him he finds
that his wife and friend have been
faithless to him.

He becomes Chaman willinely and .-



plans to expose both his wif

Mohan. This part of the storey r?x'r(lg
vides tense drama and thrilling cli-
max, though one feels that the
mediaeval way of justice adopted b
the pusband in the end is hardly ilyl
keeping with the modern atmosphere
of the story. Similarly the dyin:
speech delivered by the repentan%
w1fg who takes poison sounds hypo
critical. And the union of Meerayé)n(i
Ashok (Rattan) is also rather tame,

thanks mainly j
thanks y to tame acting by

Described as a sphinx lik
) e beaut;
hyes upto thqt description in ytshhig
bicture. In d;rect contrast Kuldip
lgwleg a sparkling performance and
’I?ﬁe ;K:%?l more clﬁarming than Veena,
: re is however mai '
triumph for Ashok Kumar whorilg th%
dpuble r01'e of Chaman and Ashok
%11‘;18 Oa;dshckJ performance of a very
er. Jeevan is good at
and Pran for once tri pvied
es to
almost succeeds in acting wellz.w‘c and
Well acted the picture is competent-

ly directed, th i
s Mr, g I(11(1)1gh one would like to

: Chopra to be mo i
zgg pointed in h@s presentatiolr‘f. c'li‘lgre)
tun:esf are not in keeping with the
bunc oTthe dramatic part of the pic-
soorie Hhe C;abaret dance in Mus-
e otel is very dull; and while
e t;s of the_pantomime dance is
mark. But for the fact et fon g e
. e fact that the audi-
:It:ce is already aware of its cont:rscls
e dance-drama by itself is 1

explicit. Incidentall .
y, both Joh
Chopra should have thoug%l;, ar:)t:lf

something more d
) ynamic th
il;(;l;r)xeged 1c§ea. to bring ab(?l?t t:ﬁ:
butlon of the faithless wi
znusw also is not very good “gtig' s'tl)‘ge
unes are hackneyed. Anci the setz
?;';n:gictacular, solid but often un-
—8 common
Corent o weakness of gll
These defects
.;slfsana is really a ve
ure with a well knit en i
o
:(;fsenpllla{, excellent perfofm:;g:ei
X photography and isi
direction to distinguish it:anterprlsmg

News Of The Week
—Vasan arrived in Bombha
on
Thursday 8th to attend the prefmere
' :ot Mangala. Ranjan the hero of the
Plcture is accompanying him. During

notwithstanding,
Ty refreshing pic-

his stay in Bombay
tg meet several
discuss with them
next Hindi film.

—K. Astf, the producer
; y of H
grrlllclerg;n‘;ake Moghul-E-Azam :gg’lléﬁ
as making for Fam
but which was left { ote. s
: ncomplete,
gli% ;gsl\g Z:;glqn }1e is seleclt)ing a f]f):f
Including Prithviraj
Akbar) Madhubala o e
KL (as Anark
Dilip Kumar (as Sal S
i eem) Veena
I%ﬁaram), Durga Khote (as J odhabafiais
e team of technicians which work—.

ed for Hulchul will i im i
production as well. assist him in this

—Incidentally, Kam
: R al Amrohi
;‘li??n l:g:xkullli dt'g;ethsame subject f;:‘
: L € name 4 i
‘Zhllek F_xlrmstan proposed tonlgl’;?{l;-
narkeli and Prince Saleem in

colour. It is to be
the picture ft seen who will make

Vasan is expected
screen~writers and
the subjects for hig

be;lKa.mal Amrohi is reported to have
directstgrﬂ:e(:)igty Bombay Talkies to.
i : ure. Bimal Roy i
directing one Pj 1 e
cture based
theme of mother love for Bo(r):ba;

Talkies. L i
oy eela Chitnis will play the

—In view of the withd
. rawal
gﬁgage re§tnction order Mr. (\)Ifa:ﬁ
v nr(lirew his plaint against the Gov-
ent of Bombay about Mangala.

—India along with oth i
alo er natio
has been invited to the Internza.t‘.ionrx;.s;~

Film Festival to b i
6th June Cr ot l?. held at Berlin from

.~Mr. Tiwari of M. & T. laun
g;c}:lt;;i Nz:':zcla ig Bombay w‘ilthcgex?o&i:{
e. cording to this

?ny &)mturegoer who buys his sctlgglr;%
r; % vance cpuld ask after seeing the
l%ig ure upto u}terva.l for the refund of
his money (minus the tax), if he did

want to see the complete picture.

—Robert Rosselini h
as

a’i?i?ctzl;le; hsensa.tion. His la,t,esct',r eagﬁg
] as won the award of
York Film Critics ralied
: ) as the best fore-
:)gfn Ié)lcture of the year and the wx?;gh

ew York’s Catholics. The Legion

of Decency called it “sacrilegious and

blasphemous mocking of Christian

religious truth”. The picture was ban-

ned for a few days but is %5
. now being
again shown, thanks to the distnbus n

tor’s success to get i :
the Supteme Courty
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Mightiest of the mighty means,

On which the arm of progress leans,
Man’s noblest mission‘to advance,

His woes assuage, his weal enhance,
His rights enforee, his wrongs redress,—
Mightiest of mighty is the press.

—BOWRING.

IT is the view of some that I should
have asserted straightway the
right of the Press to influence voting
by comment on pending parliament-
ary proceedings, instead of waiving it
even temporarily in order to ascertain
the British practice. And so perhaps
1 would have done, but for ignorance
of what was impending. The fact
that the Speaker had in contempla-
tion a project to issue a ruling when
the legislature next met, was not dis-
closed to me. Nor was I aware that the
initiative for securing the Speaker’s
ruling emanated from sri Madhava
Menon the Law Minister. In public
discussiens of important issues it is
proper to weigh words carefully. Noth-
ing should be said that others can
construe as the giving away of
another’s interest. But in private
talk the give and take of courtesy can
be less calculating. There is room for
abundance of compromise to cement
understanding. It must be said also
that Sri sivashanmukham Pillai is a
difficult man to quarrel with even
when you disagree with him. Even
on the occasions when he lapses into
authoritarianism, the transition there-
from to entreaty is so swift and
sweet that the one gets mixed
up with the other, and you are
lost in indecision between resist-
ance and compliance. There never
was 2 Speaker Wwho took him-
self and his mission as guardian of
the dignities of the House SO seriously.
All his faculties are all the time
primed up into an assertion .of inde-
pendence, and the occupants of the
Treasury Bench have felt the sting
of his stern sense of duty as much as
less formidable people have enjoyed
the protective geniality of his desire

to be fair. Such a Speaker, so earnest,
-sincere, painstaking and high-minded,

evokes in the most critical an anxiety

‘1o co-operate and lessen the difficul-
:’les of his work. But for once he was
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bowled out of his moorings by the
Law Minister, a specimen of arrogant
offensiveness suge to get into trouble
any Speaker who allowed him t¢ come
too close.

* * *

On the concluding day of the debate
on Sri Prakasam's motion in the As-
sembly, the Law Minister objected to
the article in Swatantre that has now
become the subject of the Speaker’s
ruling. Here is the Hindw's report of
the relevant passage in the Law
Minister’s speech:

“One weekly interested in Mr. Pra-
kasam made a comment which would
amount to a canvassing in favour of
Mr. Prakasam. So much was said by
the other side about the Party ‘Whip
and he (the Law Minister) would like
to point out that this comment by a
paper was also a whip in another way.”

It is the Law Minister’s contention
that only the Government can influ-
ence voting and not the Press, that is
now reflected in the Speaker’s ruling.
Tlow much more the menace to the
freedom of the Press is enhanced by
this fact can be readily understood by
all. In a statement professing pro-
found “anxiety about Press privileges,”
Sri Deshbandhu Gupta, President of
the A-ILN.E.C, is at pains to say that
he does not “wish to discuss the merits
of the (Speaker’s) ruling in terms of
the particular article” in Swatantra.
YHow can he comment correctly on the

Speaker’s ruling at all if he is so .

careful to avoid discussing its merits;

in relation to the occasion that
provoked it? This sort of anxlety to
avoid discussion of not merely a rela-
vant but a basic issue will not advance
Press privileges and if the President
of the A.-IN.E.C. cannot get out of

it, let him leave the protection of

Press privileges to those who can.
The onslaught on Press privileges
arises only in the case of that section
of the Press prone o free comment
on Ministers’ misdeeds. If you dare
not examine such comment as the
basis of the attack on Press privi-
leges, your anxiety about Press privi-

leges is meaningless, and those most

threatened can afford to dispense with
it.—SAKA. ‘
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IS EUROPE FIRST?

By ANDREW ROTH

T is striking that while the future of
the world seems to be in  the
process of decision in Asia, President
Truman and General Eisenhower
should be widely applanded for re-
emphas1§111g: “Europe comes first.”
While ) two-thirds of the America.n
Army is fighting in tha frigid bleak-
ness of. Korea and suffering 15 000
casualties o month, they insist t’hat
Western Eurcpe is the vital theatre
of war. Although the whole structure
of \vorlgi diplomacy has been shaken
by the implications of the developin
Sino-American clash in Asig Waéhg—{
:)r:‘%;?irtlyhlfs qontinued to ins’ist that
e giv y i
tions with E‘uroerl)le.to cementing rela-

President Tr 'S
gnion” speechlg?lans State of the

eneral Eisenhower’s spe
Congl:ess on February 1 r;rfshsg tﬁg
A.mencan public on February 2 are
vital documents in the debate of
World. strategy. In them—for the
first time—the “Burope-first” basis of

DPost-war American polic i
for public view. potiey was laid out

Despite his unimaginative i

a.nd‘ flat Missouri voice, two 221&:;{
ces jumped out of President Truman’s
text on January 8th. At one time he
warned: “If Western Europe were to
fall to Spviet Russia, it would double
the Sov;et supply of coal and triple
_tt}e Soviet supply of steel.” TLater in
7h1s speech he paused to milk a round
of applause from the following sen-
tence: “Strategiecally, economically
and morally, the defence of Europe is
a part of our own defence.”

As bgﬁts one whose political ‘gla-
mour’ is supposed to detract from
tl}at of Ceneral MacArthur, General
Eisenhower’s genial speeches made
the thesis seem more attractive, “Wes-
t.ern'Europe is the cradle of our civi-
lisation: from her originally we drew
our strength, genius and culture. But
our concern in Europe is far more
than sentimental. Our own security
is directly involved....’

“First of all, in Western Europe
exists the greatest pool of skillgd

labour in the world. In Western

January 8th and

We would lose the sources of mang

Europe exists a great industrial ca
. ‘l pa-
gttgtgz‘cond only to that of the United
.“Now if we take that whole
with its potential for militar;()gcgis}i{-’
tation, and transfer it from our side
.t,o another side, the military balance
of power has, in my mind, shifted so
drastlcal.ly that cur safely would pe
%tia_‘{?l,}”’ imperilled, gravely imperill-
It is natural, in this industri
that the country which hag cgrl;lzgt?(;
the fore because of its own industrial
advance should feel that an alliance
btheen the half of the world’s indys-
trial productivity found in the U. 8
and the other quarter found in Wést-:
ern Europe is the guarantee of victory.
This pas been the fundamental as:
sumption on which the National Secu-
ity Council, which decides American
str?.tegy, has made its postwar
all}ances. The logical consequence of
this assumption has been that nine
g}l;lt of every ten dollars of the billions
miec U;u c?.hrézs sgaent on foreign econo-
T aid Eurogp er‘le to the countries of
The words of President Tr
Gengral Eisenhower fell 11111{?a:v3?e%
music on the ears of Western Euro-
gean leaders. Western Europe, indeed
as'sgemed like an ageing wife 01”
dechn}ng wealth, anxious about the
.affectlo.ns of ils impetuous and
increasingly wealthy young American
mate. }Jnder these conditions it is
cquortmg to be assured that you are
still absolutely vital to his happiness
gnq security. It is reassuring even if
1tvls not true. It is doubly reassuring
wien th'e partner in question really
bel;eves it. You tend to suppress the
loglcall conclusion that if your impor-
tance is s0 vital, your American mate
must inevitably destroy you if he can-
nor};‘ keep you from another.
0 observe outside Eur
of President Truman’s os%tz;:geciggré

parallel sections in General Eis =
; Eisen-

hower’s speeches must have seemed

most peculiar. President *‘Trumam ‘

warned: “If the free countries of
and Africa should fall to Soviet Ruse

s ke
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our most vital raw materials, including
uranium, which is the basis of our
atomic power.” This indicates that
for President Truman ‘“free” means
“non-Communist”—and not “inde-

pendent”’—since America’s uranium -

comes mostly from Belgium’s Congo
colony.

General Eisenhower spelled out
more clearly American reliance on
Europe as the controller of the raw
materials of the colcnies and former
colonies. “If Western Europe should
be overrun by Communism,” he
emphasised, “many economically
dependent areas in Africa and the
Middle East would be affected by the
debacle. Scutheastern Asia would
probably soon be lost. Thus we would
be cut off from the raw materials of
all these regions—materials that we
need for existence.

«“Pgke such items as manganese,
copper and uranium. Could we pos-
sibly think of existing without access
to them?” Other U. 8. splesmen have
emphasised American dependence on
external sources for tin and chrome
(100% dependence), cobalt (92%),
tungsten (73%), rubber (51%), as well
as important items like petroleum
and graphite.

The striking thing about the list
of strategic materials upon which the
United States is declared to be depen-
dent—and which it is frantically
stockpiling—is that except for small
amounts of two or three strategic
minerals, none of them is to be found
in Western Europe. The bulk of the
world’s rubber and tin are produced
in Malaya and Indonesia. Turkey is
a chief supplier of chrome, along with
the Philippines. Industrial diamonds
come mostly from South Africa.
Graphite comes mostly from Ceylon
and Madagascar. The Belgian Congo
is the main source of uranium. Half
of the world’s known petroleum
reserves are in South Asia (lumping
together the Middle East and South-
east Asia). And the principle source
of manganese outside the U. 8. S. R. is
India. Tungsten is primarily an Asian
resource; apart from China, is also
found in Burma, Malaya, Indo-China
and Thailand. In short, the bulk of

: the world’s strategic materials, which

General Eisenhower says “are abso-

 lutely essemtial to (American) exis-

* are found in Africa and Asia.

%

Washington’s assumption that it is:
necessary to give priority to Europe
in order to maintain access to Asian-
African strategic materials is difficult
to defend as better than a half-truth.
In the case of the politically inde-
pendent countries of South Asia,
slighting them in favour of Europe
would seem to imperil rather than
preserve sources of raw materials.
When India’s manganese is desired—
and India is short of food-—there is
little point in financing Britain’s
jimports of food and raw materials.
Similarly. if it is considered necessary
to strengthen Persia to maintain
access to its virtually unlimited
petroleum resources, assistance must
be applied to Persia and not to West-
ern Europe. If Indonesia’s abundant
+in and rubber—as well as other mine-
rals—are coveted, it is certainly the.
Indonesians who must be made happy
and no longer the Dutch. :

There is a short-range truth in the
fact that the Marshall Plan as cur-
rently constituted facilitates Ameri-
can access to the raw materials of
Europe’s culonies. To secure Malaya’s
rubber and tin it has been advisable to-
work through Britain. Working with .
France has certainly been the best
short-cut to Morocco’s strategic mate-
rials. And the same goes for the
uranium in the Belgian Congo. But
it is quite clear that these strategic
materials would have been as readily
forthecoming without the elaboration
of Lhe “wurope-first” concept and the
Marsho.! Plan. In fact, without the
dollars provided by the Marshall Plan,
the dolizr-short countries of Europe
wowd have been under greater pres-
sure to sell their raw materials to the
U8l

It is equally difficult to follow the
Truman-Eisenhower line of logic that
the military loss of Western Europe
would almost automatically mean the
loss of the raw-material-producing
colonies and former colonies. Al-
though Belgium was occupied by the
Nazis in the last war the Belgian
Congo was in Allied hands. And if
another war breaks out there would
certainly be an American task force
there in a very few hours to preserve
its uranium.

In point of fact the chief deterrent
preventing the expansion of Soviet
influence into the. raw-material-pro~=*



ducing areas even today is th -
ledge that it woulg alynost cirlég?rﬁy
mean war with the United States
Outside Europe there are hardly twd
hunc}red thousand European troops
holding the ‘containment are’ around
_the borders of the Soviet Union and
its allies. It is not the small contin-
gent of British troops based on the
. Suez phat deters the Russians from
marching into Persia, Nor is it the
60,000 French traops in Indochina or
the 25,000 British troops in Malayg,
and Hongkong that brevent the Chi-
nese Communists from Overrunning
Southeast Asia. It is the knowledge
that such action would almost certain-
ly mean a third World War.

In short, no Oone
» 1o can deny th
;f.ut?gpetkixse pUmted States, gestefr%
: S Pre-eminent ip its indus-
trial gem'us and tapacity and hag ?122-

h_as today a greater indysty
tion than iant Ching,
mentator in hig '
gest that th,

- But no com-
right ming i

UhlPIREwBAITING
By P N.s.

IN a cricket mateh blayed in Madrag
recently two leading batsmen syc-
cuznbed to successive deliveries, hoth
gg ‘leg befpre wicket. But before
ta?gilgga?g'l{ way back the batsmen
'fiile at the crease, g
Iy not satisfied wi deviaron 2
2 with the decisip
the umpire, and one of them onn h(i)z
owea his displeasyre
took off his gloves——
ke ‘umpired out.’

acartney or a Woodf i
2 aw ull
ggrtltgv(;x tlﬁavz nodded at suchWi(r);::Ii(f
S or ¢ decisions of the umpi
in their review of ericket matchrgg ?r?

the pre-war days
aware that the 31,1'1‘nz:>"rhe'y e sole o,

ed; and even if doub
in t,.he interests of t
their supposed failings ip public.

But since cricket
' was resumed
World War I7 5 New race of sggiig

- writers have ari
. Sen. These i
that the umpire jis g ol ooy

.+ that.
i he is a brofessional and should

e¢ any lapses in hiy determinations -

" so that no incident 1jk
ed to at the beginning of this artield

'I‘hm can only be describ
baiting, for criticisms
are nothing more or less
is ‘h‘ardly in keeping with. the

' in it§ best inte-

presume to sit j
m?fr;t_ on the judge himself
A8 modern eyr ] i
bn*fch in the fan?gu};erhaps o its
Brisbane three years ago
test between Wally Ham
and the Australians. J.

in the first
mond’s team

sions” by the umpireg
A foul habit catehes.
and this new anti-

€ the one referr-

incident at -

Y many others,:

Expressions like the batsmen receiv-
ing ‘marching orders’ or having to

" retire ‘at the dictation of the umpire’

are unblushingly thrown about and
pass off among the gullible and un-
thinking as the high watermark of
criticism. Even today, fortunately for
the game, there remain a Neville
Cardus or a Robertson Glasgow or an
Arthur Gilligan, who take a delight,
not in parading with gusto the defici-
encies of the umpire, but in delineat-
ing the glory of Len Hutton, the bad
luck of the brilliant Wright, or the
fallible brilliance of Keith Miller or
Neil Harvey; in drawing pen pictures
of the game in the middle, its finer
points and the unfolding of the glo-
rious uncertainties that mark it by
the hour and by the day. These great
critics are also as conscious of their
rights of criticism as anybody else;
but they are more alive to their duties
when they address themselves to their
task, and refuse to allow their judg-
ment or vision, by yielding to a per-
verse desire, to make an unbecoming
exhibition of prejudices which are least
in harmony with the game of -cricket.
But a Cardus or a Robertson Glasgow
or a Gilligan is in a minority nowa-
days, and ere long may cease to be.

It is not the purpose of this article
to demonstrate or even to assert that
the umpire can do no wrong. Being
human like any one of us, he too is
fallible, and may indeed commit an
occasional error. But consider the
enormity of his task, especially if it
is such an important game as a test
match. Unlike the players, the
umpire Aas to be on his legs through-
out; he can never relax in his con-
centration even for a mement (a mis-
take may be fatal and sway to an
immense degree the chances of victory
or defeat to a side); he has to be
without passions; not for him are the
excitement of a sixer or of a hat-
trick, or the boredom of a long part-
nership; nor indeed can he aspire to
get a bouget or even a word of praise
at the end of a long day. (Now he
may thank his stars if the brickbats
don’t start flylng!). A stern duty
conscientiously carried out is his only
reward.

+ Such is the unenviable task of the
®Bustodian of the rules (and of hats,
gloves and whgt not). And when

oughtless driticism of an occasional

lapse of his, with a hint on the sly
of even his integrity, are broadeast,
he has to carry his burden with much
embarrassment and possibly with less
concentration, and this may, perhaps,
result in more lapses.

One such sportswriter of today, CIiff
Cary of Australia, in defence of this
umpire-baiting says that even so far
back as 1920 a Mr. Iredale, an Aus-
tralian international wrote, apparent-
ly at the finish of a tour, that the
Englishmen criticised the standard of
umpiring in Australia. But it is one
thing to write at the end of a tour
that umpiring in general was not
upto the mark, and quite a different
proposition to pursue the umpire round
the clock and magnify each and every
tiny defection on his part. The former
kind of criticism is not likely to be
misunderstood; for aught, it may
cause an improvement in the standard
of the work done. The latter policy
is bound to be resented, and might act
as a brake on the best of men coming
forward to do a thankless job, and
cause a deterioration in standards.

This is what Lord Tennyson, former
England test captain, and a cricketer
who is in tune with the spirit of the
game wrote about the criticism of
umpires’ decision indulged in during
the English tour of Australia in
1946-47 in his book “Sticky Wickets”:
“There is one final point, which I
mention, because it refers to cricket
generally, as well as to this particular
tour. There was a series of ill-found-
ed criticisms of decisions of the
umpires in respect of leg before wicket
and cafches. It is bad form at any
time to question umpires’ decisions. It
is even worse when one is not in a
position to make a fair judgment.
Worst of all, there were insinuations
against the sincerity and probity of
the umpires. That sort of thing should
never be hinted at unless it can be
proved. I have never known a case
where such reckless insinuations had
the slightest suggestion of truth.

“Nor do I like to hear of England
cricketers making obvious- their dis--
agreement with decisions or {rying to-
lead an umpire by the garden. These
are two of the things which definifely
are not done in the greatest of all
games. There is no room for argu-
ment about that, is there?” :

L amat !
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THE Djplomats’ Gallery in Parlia-

ment was never fuller than when
Jawaharlal Nehru made his long-
awaited statement on Foreign Affairs.
“I have ventured to take up a great
deal of the time of the House, and
I seek forgiveness for it,” he said. But
he had actually taken less than half
an hour to read out a statement con-
taining about four thousand words.
His usual extempore statements hardly
ever lasted for less than an hour. If
Nehru had made Monday’s statement
extempore, he would have taken not
less than two hours. And he would
not have had any time left to seek
the forgiveness of the House.

A high official of the Chinese
Embassy was interpreting in whispers
the Prime Minister’s statement in
Chinese for the benefit of the Chinese
Ambassador, General Yuan. Nehru
refrained from speaking about Nepal,
although the postponement of the
date of his statement was due to the
negotiations that were going on for an
Interim Government in Nepal. I sup-
pose Nehru did not wish to steal the
thunder of King Tribhuvan who will
make a proclamation from Khat-
mandu next week.

From the trends noticeable in the
Capital, there appears to be an influ-
ential group in the Congress Party
which thinks that the present pro-
Chinese policy of the Government
should be reversed. This group wants
the recall of Ambassador Panikkar
from China. But the Prime Minister,
supported by Maulana Azad, is un-
willing to resile from . the present
enlightened policy of the Indian Gov-
ernment. Let us hope that wit will
not get the better of wisdom.

* * *
. Outside Parliament, at a Reception,
the Prime Minister humorously asked
Minister Munshi how much wheat he

. Was goingato get from the Soviet

Ambassador
tered that it e

» Novikov. Munghj mut-

ntirely depended on

\ illion tons, she coulq hav,
it. If she wanted two million, :ﬁg
could have two million tons. If she

wanted more, probably t
arranged too. v that could pe

We expected that negotiatio,
start rightaway for g %ew milﬁzr:v ggrll(:
of wheat from Soviet Russia. But
our Food officials continue to pe
lethargic. Russia has had exceptio-
nally good harvests during the past
two years, and they seem to be able
to spare a few million tons for export
We sk}ould leave no source untappeci
to build up 3 wheat reserve in our
country. We are not obliged to import
food only from countries which belong
to one Particular ploc.

*
R *

The Prime Minister’s statemen
Kashmir wag loudly cheercd by :?aorr-l
liament. “Who are we to thrust
fox_'elgn troops on Kashmir?”. asks the
Prime Minister. It came as a revela-
txon. to us that India never wanted
Paklstan. to Be brandeqd as an aggres-
sor. Thls_ statement is correct if we
mean By it that we wanted Pakistan
to be ‘declared” as aggressor rather
tha.n' ‘branded” ag aggressor. Our
Bosmon' Was that if Pakistan was
recognised” as an aggressor, then
g:ertam consequences would flow from
it, and these consequences would, in
turn, lea}d to certain other conclusions.
Our objections ang legal arguments

¥

were based on the blea that the ag- 4

Bressor and the rescuer in Kashmir
were being t

g0 to the United Natlons at all?

\ reated on an equal foot-
Ing by the United Nations. If, a8l
Nehru says, we did not want Pakistan "
to be declared an aggressor, why did it

Mahatma was opposed to it. ) We
could have forced a military decision
in Kashmir within a few months after
the ruthless band of raiders invaded
that lovely valley. And there was
none in the world who had sympathy
for the raiders—except in Pakistan.

The plain truth is that we thought
that everybody would take us at our
word. We believed in our word; bhut
there is no reason why others should.
We are scandalised when others d_o
not agree with us. Our internal poli-
cies are a bundle of contradictions.
Our Foreign Policy is, for the most
part, quite consistent; but our inter-
nal policies are bound to have tk}exr
repercussions in our Foreign .Pohcy,
leading to certain inconsistepmes.

* *

King Tribhuvan of Nepal is going
back to his kingdom this week. His
dramatic request for asylum in the
Indian Fmbassy in Khatmandu a few
‘months ago was the starting point of
a semi-Revolution, which, in effect,
corresponds to the Magna Carta. The
King and the people were on one side,
and the Oligarchy was on the other.
Ambassador C. P. N. Singh told me
that this was not the first time for a
King of Nepal to seek asylum in a
foreign Embassy.

In other parts of the world, such
instances are rare. Kings in Europe
sometimes used to go to the Church to
seek protection, for Churches were
supposed to be the Embassies of God.
There were also occasions when Kings
gave away their crowns to the Pope
or his Agent, with a previous under-
standing, of course, that the crowns
would be placed back on their heads.
Uneasy lies the head that wears a
crown, says Shakespeare. But Kings
who praise the beauties of nature and
the pleasures of banished existence
in forests have nevertheless taken the
earliest opportunity to return to their
Kingdoms. King Tribhuvan of Nepal,
of course, was not known to have
waxed eloquent over the pleasures of
a stay in Delhi. That was probably
because he was treated like a King
throughout his visit to the Capital.

- L ] »

Harindranath Chattopadhyaya is
not an Honoured Artist of the Indian

" Union, because we have no Honoured
. Artists of the Indian Union. No
4 Artist is honoured in this great coun-

try. Harin has never appeared on the
Delhi stage before. This man of
genius will appear for the first time
perhaps in March. When he was -
here last week, he spoke to the Uni-
versity students on the Theatre; he
recited his poetry to the Caravan of
India; and sang his songs at the
Indraprastha College. And he missed
a good dinner at Iswara Dutt’s.

Fresh from a tour of Europe, Harin
was full of admiration for the Soviet
Union and the New Democracies. He
spoke of the cultural progress in East-
ern European countries, where every
village has a theatre. Dramas were
staged on the roads. He told us of the
cultural growth in New China under
the guidance of Mao. Cultural acti-
vity in our own country, he pointed out,
consisted merely in talking of culture.
In one year’s time, the Theatre in
China has made tremendous strides.
In India, the Government tried to put
2 ban on any realistic representation
on the stage. Harin, however, had
tremendous confidence in the talent
that exists in this country. In his
opinion, only Soviet Russia and China
may be the equal of India in the
talent that she possesses. An example
of this talent is Harin’s Private Secre-
tary, Chandralekha, who comes from
Gujerat, but who can be easily mista-
ken for a Konkani, an Iyengar, an
Andhra or a Bengali—communities
which are as talented as any other
community in India. Harin says that
she is rather good at Bharata Natyam.

» L 3 E

Shanta Rao is yet to be surpassed -
as a Bharata Natyam dancer. She is
obviously the most gifted pupil
of Pandanallur Meenakshisundaram
Pillai. She actually has ideas in her
head—unlike the Tolstoyan heroine
whose head is filled with scraps of
various kinds of nonsense. Prof Revri
was flabbergasted when he found
Shanta Rao seriously reading Jean
Paul Sartre on .Existentialism. She
is reputed to speak fuently in thir-
teen languages; speculation is that
in any one language she would speak
only one-thirteenth of the usual out-
but per day. It is therefore surmised
that her speech is thirteen times more
sensible than it would be if she could
speak only in one language.

The outstanding item in Shanta’s
Dance-Recital in Delhi was Thang



Varnam, which has not found a place
in the programme of any Bharata
Natyam exponent during the past
fifty years. This kind of Varnam
requires plenty of physical stamina
on the part of the dancer, for the
performance of such an item alone
can last for an hour at a stretch. Delhi
pudiences cannot stand any item
which lasts more than fifteen
minutes: this is an improvement over
previous records—they could not
stand any Bharata Natyam number
which has a duration of more than
five minutes. Shanta is, as Radha Sri
Ram says, a tireless dancer. It was
heartening to see that the quality of
the audience in the Capital has
improved greatly, for they followed
Shanta’s footwork without their heads
reeling,

Shanta chose Panthuvarali as the
Raga for her exposition ot Thana
Varnam. Her rapid footwork towards
the end of the movement was so

wonderfully timed that she gave the
impression of being a mrideng come to-
life. Shanta gave four items of
Abhinaya, of which probably her
interpretation of the Padam, En Paili
Kondir Ayya, in Mohana was the most.
inspired: -

Why dost thou rest in peace, un-

aware of the whole world?
Art thou the one that broke the
bow at Sita’s swayamvara?

Art thou the one that killed the
Rakshas with piercing arrows?
Art thou the one that slew Ravana
to recover Sita from Lanka?

Her item from Kuravanji, entitled
“Gudisail” (Hut), was remarkable for

the gipsy-spirit that is imported into.

the dance. A change of costume to

represent the gipsy would have pro-
bably added to the effect. There was,
however, a slight Gussie-Moran-effect

in Shanta’s dress—which was pro-

bably unintended.
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