


P

108 |

\

W

JOURNAL

S of

SV
INDIAN HISTORY

Vol XXIX, Part III December 1951 Serial No. 87
CONTENTS
Pace | Page
PROBLEMS OF INDIAN HistorY — by ' 'Pup BANAS IN SouTH Inpian His-
Sardar K, M. Panikkar ..219 Tory — by T. V. Mahalingam,
SeroN's MISSION 1O SIND, 1808 — ; MA." D.LrT. .. 2n
by Shilendra K. Singh .. 229 | s PuNaurA THE BIRTH-PLACE OF
Tur BENGAL Councit’s RETATIONS . Gma? —by Professor K. K.
‘wirh THE CALCUTTA MAYOR'S Mishra, MLA. .. 307

Courr IN THE DAYS OF HARRY

VereLst —by T. K. Mukherii, | CLive’'s DIsPUTE WITH MR. GEORGE

| CGray RecARDING THE CONFINE=

M.A. . 253
- | MENT OF RamNAUT Dass— by
Tue LAst PHaSE OF THE SIEGE OF ..Dr. Nandalal Chatterji M. A,
MuLtan Basep ENTIRELY UPON ' PhD, DLitt. " e
THE ISSUES OF QIRAN-US-SADAIN [ )
—by K. Sajanlal, M.A. .. 267 | OBITUARY i .. 317

2
ReviEws : —(1) Studies in Decean History, by K. Sajan Lal, (2} An His-
torical Atlas of the Indian Peninsula, by C. Collin Davies; (3) The
South Indian Apostolate of St. Thomas, by ¥, N. Daniél, {4) Hand-
book of Oriental History, by C. H. Philips, (5) Twilight of the
Mughuls, by Perceval Spear. (6) A Contise History of the Indian
People, by H. G. Rawlingon, (7) Dawn of Renagcent India, by Dr.

Kalikinkar Datta 321
SeLecT CONTENTS OF PERIODICALS . 329
.. 831

Our EXCHANGES

Published by ,
THE UNIVERSITY OF TRAVANCORE
TRIVANDRUM ‘



December 1951 Serial No. 87

Journal of Indian HiStOI'y Vol XXIX. Part 1

CONSULTING EDITORIAL BOARD ]O URNAI
R4

1. 'Tue Rev. H. Heras, S. J. Director, Indian Historical Reaearch Ingtitute,
Bombay. ~
2.  Dr RaoHa Kumuo Mooxersr MA. PaD., Hony, DLirr., Emeritus f
Professor, University of Lucknow. 0
3. Proressor D. V. Porpar, Bharata Itihasa Samshodaka Mandali,
Poona.

4. Proressor R. C. Masumpar, M.A, PuD., College of Indology, Hindu N DI A N H ISTO RY
University, Benares. ]

5. ProressoR Muxammap Hasmm, B.A. (Ox0X), Professor of History,
University of Aligarh.

. 6. D. B. Diskarxkar, M.A.
7. H. K. SuErwani, M.A. (Oxox), Principal, Nizam College, Hyderabad. EDYTOR Q}L]
8. Dr. Tamacuanp, M.A. D.Pum. (Oxon). K. P. PILLAY. BA. (Oxax). .
9. A, N. TaMri, BA. (Oxon), Barmister-AT-Law, formerly Dirvector of Professor of Histovy and Politics,
Public Instruction, Travancore. University College. Trivtandrn.
10. Sooranab P. N, Kunian Pmrar, M.A, Assistant Secretary to Govern~
ment, Trivandrum. ASSOCTATE EDITORS
11. V. Namavana Pmiar, MA, BL, Principal, Mahatma Gandhi College, V.1t RAMACHIANDRA DIKSHITAR. MA., D, Eco,

Trivandrum. Professor of Tndin History and Arvchaealagiy. University of Madras.

= 7. K. JOSEPH, BA., LT

JOURNAL OF INDIAN HISTORY formerly Supe t of Publicatious. University of Travancore
.
PUBLISHED THREE TIMES A YEAR

ntendent, Departmen

April, August, and December

Annyal_subscription :  Rs. 10, or by cheque Rs. 10-6 inland;
. S
and 16s. abroad.* -

Adugtzsement charges : TR S,
Full‘page’cover : Rs. 15 or £1 Half page cover: Rs. 8 or 12s.
Full page inside : Rs. 10 or 14s. Half page inside: Rs. 6 or 8s.

S et

‘onta‘ e

-
"

" Contributions, remittances, books for review (two copies each),
and correspondence should be sent to:—

K. P. PILLAY, B.A. (Oxon), ¢
Editor, S "
Journal of Indian History, Sy P
University of Travancore,
TRIVANDRUM.
Published by
THI UNIVERSITY OF TRAVANCORE

TRIVANDRUM



Problems of Indian History

BY
SarpaR K. M. PANIKKAR

W. M. Young in his “Last Essays” has defined his approach
to the problems of history in the following words: “How did
people talk, what did they think, how did they amuse themselves,
in fact how did they live through events that mark the changes in
a period ?” The records of such an approach are available every-
where : and the continuity of a nation’s history lies in the fact that
broadly there is a similarity between how they talk, live and think
now and how they talked, thought and lived in the previous periods

of their history.

When we say, for example, that Egypt’s history is not con-
tinuous while India’s and China’s is, it is this basic fact we have in
mind. The geographical features of Egypt have not changed any
more than, India’s or China’s. The Nile flows as majestically as do
the Ganges and the Yangtze. The deserts are as much a feature
of Egypt today as the Himalayas and the Vindhyas are of India.
Racially also the changes could not be much greater, for both India
and China, during the last three thousand years have been sub-
jected to invasions and conquests in, the same manner as Egypt.
But the people of China speak, feel and think much in the same
way as in the time of Confucius or indeed earlier and the difference
is one of economic, political and social evolution, which has not
basically altered the characteristics of the people. Confucius will
recognise the present-day Chinese as his descendants, as we re-
cognise our children and grand-children. Th,¥ same is true of
India and Persia. The Buddha will recognise Aurobindo, Chanakya
will recognise Patel, Kalidasa will not find the poetry of Tagore
strange, It is not that they will only recognise them as being their
own flesh and blood, but as being interested in the same things as
they were. But could the same be said of Tutankhamen and, say,

King Fuad ?

So it would not be wrong to emphasise that continuity through
thought and forms of social life constitutes the history of a nation.
If that be granted, then the best historical material is that which is
contained in the literature of a people, using the term in its widest
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sense. Poetry from the Vedas to Tagore, with its infinite local variety
and richness, laws from Grihya Sutras and Manu to the Sarda Act,
religious texts from the Upanishads to Rajaji's interpretation of
them, the great epics in their varied forms in the different
languages, the temples in the evolution of their architecture, gods
in their transformation—these would then be seen to constitute
the substantial material of Indian history.

Looked at from this point of view there are numerous pro-
blems which await the serious study of historians. It is often said
that there are gaps in the story of India: that the names of kings
and chronology of dynasties at certain periods are not fully known ;
that the geographical extent of empires is often in doubt and that
it is difficult to make out the truth from the vain glorious inserip-
tions of pretentious monarchs. All this is true and no doubt the
patient researches of archaeologists, epigraphists and other estim-
able and learned men of that kind will provide us with more and
more details of forgotten kings and half-remembered dynasties.
Their coins will be studied; their inscriptions will be deciphered
and their buried cities will be made to yield their secrets. Very
important results will no doubt be obtained, but the major pro-

blems of Indian history, as I view them, will not be solved by such’

learned activity. In order to make the point clear, I shall endeavour
to formulate a few of the more important questions that await
solution or explanation, which would be forthcoming only as a result
of an intensive study of the literary and social materials all over
India,

(1) What social and political changes are responsible for the
revolution in literature ag witnessed by the changes in the Maha-
kavya styles from Kalidasa’s Raghuvamsa to Harsha’s Naishadha ?
Clearly, a revolution had taken place of which the stages can be
traced to Bharavi, Magha, Shri Harsha and Abinanda. The direct,
vigorous and humane poetry of Kalidasa, reflecting a contented
prosperous and stable society is replaced by something artificial
and unrelated to life.

(2) The approach to ‘ sringara’ in the later Sanskrit poets also
requires a social explanation. While it is true that the 8th Sarga
of Kumara Sambhava and the 2nd part of Megha-duta bear witness
to a society which was sensuous—differing greatly from the simpli-
city of the epics and Bhasa’s dramas, the vulgarity and grossness of
later ‘sringara’ poetry which though often pronographic and obscene,
evoked no protest is a historical fact which cannot be explained
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merely as a decline in taste. The description of amorous alliances
in Nara-narayaniyae of the great Vastu Pala and in the erotic verses
of Ananda Vardhana and Hala (as indeed in so religious a poem
as Gita Govinda) cannot merely be explained away as indiosyn-
crasies of taste. Besides, Kshemendra who was one of the great
educators of his time and reputed to be a man of the highest charac-
ter was also the author of Samayamatrika, or the experience?, of‘a
prostitute, while Damodara Gupta, a man of the highest standing in
the society of the period wrote Kuttinimatom, a poem of ‘extra-
ordinary beauty, but dealing without any sense of restraint, with the
life of a courtesan.

(3) The Bana literature is another example of t}le same
development. The authors of this class of literature, which must
have enjoyed great popularity, though it deals with the depraved
lives of go-betweens, prostitutes and degenerates: were 'rr¥en of the
highest positon, people like Vatsamatya, the Prime Mxmster of a
powerful king, Ramabhadra Dikshita and others. It is to be rem-
embered that this is also the time when Vamamarga-charas of the
Sakti cult had its greatest vogue and maithuna sculptures became

popular in temples.

The pre-eminence of courtesan themes in later literature, as
different from the earlier classics can only be ascribed to the greater
restrictions on social life, which must have come about at some
time. Another contributing factor would seem to be the restric-
tion of literature of urban themes. It is to the'nagarikas to whom
Vatsyayana was the text book that the later literature caters. In
fact it is difficult to understand Amarusataka and Anananda Var-
dhana’s Saptasati without a detailed study of the. kamasutra. E?th
of these, no doubt, show a virtuosity in selecting and describing
modes of love, but its physical base is hardly natural but based on

the sutras of Vatsyayana.

In this connection two further questions suggest .them.selves
which have a tremendous significance for India’s social I?mtory.
First of all, why has there been an exclusiqn of ru.ral themes in San-
skrit poetry ? To find any description of v1llage life one l?as to look
into books like Hala’s Saptasati in Prakrit, Wl’?lch deals with grama-
palas, peasants, thieves and the amours of'ordfnary folk. ']‘I‘he .second
question for which no adequate explanation is forthcor.mng is why
there is no picture of middle class city life in our classics. We get
occasional glimpses in Kathasaritsagara and allusions here ar'ld the.re
in Bana. Even in Mrichakatika and Malatimadhava, which pic-
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ture secular life, there is but little that deals with the daily routine
of ordinary men and women. The case is not very different in our
vernacular literatures. So far as I know, til] we reach quite recent
times, the normal social life of the people find but little reflection
in the great regional languages of India.

The changes in temple architecture must also have political
and social significance and can only be explained in terms of wide-
spread cultural movement. From the simple beginnings of the early
temple pictures on Barhut railings, to the more elaborate struc-
tures of the extant specimens of the Gupta temples, we have a
development, the social significance of which it is difficult for us
now to estimate. Again, the growth of cave architecture from the
Ajivakas in the second century B.C. to the great cathedral caves in
the Deccan representing an immense and continued human effort
through centuries is a historical development which has to be
traced step by step if we are to understand its historical significance.
Many other questions regarding Hindu, Buddhist and Jain temples
remain to be answered. When did Hindu orthodoxy copy the Bud-
dhists and the Jains in making cave shrines ? What is the origin of
the special Orissan type of temple architecture, which is not classi-
fied either as Vesara or Dravida ? How did the Dravidian type
transform itself from the simple rathas of Mahabalipura to the ornate
glories of Tanjore, Srirangam and Madura ? Some work of great
value, but mainly of a technical character, has been done in this
field by Dr, Coomaraswamy, Stella Kramrisch and P. K. Acharya.
But their social and historical aspects still remain to be explored.

A version of Indian history from at least 600 B. C. till our own
times could perhaps be written on the basis of the evolution of
Dharma Sastras. Every generation has produced commentaries
and digests—nibandhas, which reflect the legal thought of the time.
The evolution of this legal thought, its alternating laxities and rigi-
dities, its local variations, its growing emphasis through certain
periods of the prayaschitta doctrine, reflect more than anything else
changed political, social and economic conditions. The general
social history of each succeeding period could be worked out by
relating the changes in legal thought to the economic and political
conditions of an era. Surely, it is not without significance that some
of the most important of these digests were written during the
period of Muslim predominance: for example Todarananda—the
encyclopaedic Dharmasastra which was compiled under the pat-
ronage of Raja Todar Mal, in the time of Akbar. The wealth of
Dharma Sastra literature during the Muslim period would show
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that the main concern of Hindu society at the time was .the main-
tenance of social structure and its preservation from the.u.]ﬂuences
of Islam. Hindu social structure was facing a grave crisis. 'I:he
impact of Islam had created for Hinduism special pro}?lems Wth.h
could not be overlooked. The reaction of Hindu lawglvers to this
challenge was in general to make I{illduism more rigid and to re-
interpret the rules in such a way as to resist the encroachments of

Islam.

A parallel, though opposite, tendency may be noticed in the
niodern nibandhas from Colebrook’s digest of Hindu Law to the
latest edition by Hindu legalists from Mayne’s classic work. A
social and economic history of the Hindu people based on a st-udy
of this vast literature covering over 2,500 years should help to illu-
mine many of the dark periods of Indian history.

Another fruitful line of enquiry which has als'o n?t been at-
temptled yet is the growth of Prakrit and its separathn 1rito the re-
gional languages of India, side by side with Sanskrit. ' That Pra-
krit existed as a literary language even during the period of_San-
skrit’s most magnificent efflorescence is establishgd by the simple
fact that Prakrit verses are interspersed in Sanskrit dramas. F'rom
Bana’s time at least its independence as a literature is recogmsec}.
A comparicon of Prakrit literature with its contemporary, Sal}skrlt
literature should yield most valuable results. In fact even a casual
examination of the treatment of the same themes by A.nanda Vard-
hana and Hala would show the importance of tlns line of work.
Again a comparison of the works of the great Bl:l] Bhasha po.ets ’
with those written in Sanskrit during the same period by po.ets like
Kavindracharya and Jagannath Pandit should bring out' social facts
of the highest significance. The vigour, freshness and d'1rect appeal
of Kabir, Nanak and Tulsidas in Hindustan, of Chandidas, Vidya-
pati and others in the East and the great Tamil poets in‘ the sox.xth
would help to establish the great rejuvenation of the Hmdu mind
in the medieval period, at a time when Jagannatha Pandita, prpay-
ya Dikshita and the court poets of Vijayanagar were echoing in
faultless style the dead sentiments of earlier ages. The study of
Jaina Sanskrit with its variations of Hindu Puranic litef'ature es-
pecially in Hemachandra Suri’s great epic Purushg charite and in
the works of the poets that followed him, cannot fail to produce
results of exceptional value.

In the realm of economic history also a few basic questions
may be formulated here. How can the continued importance of the
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Vaishya caste be explained when the Brahmins as a caste lost in-
fluence for a few centuries and the Kshatriyas ceased to count in
social order. We know that in the Buddha’s time the Vaishyas
held the purse sirings and were generous in supporting the sangha.
Innumerable inscriptions, grants and temple foundations of the
early centuries of the Christian era bear witness to the continuing
power of capital. In the middle ages such figures as Vastupala
and Tejapala and the great commercial magnates of the ports
dominate many historical scenes.

The treatment of Vaishyas in literature is a very important
question. The Hindu epics hardly mention them, while in Jain and
Buddhist stories they play leading roles. In Sakuntala, there is an
allusion to a rich merchant who dies childless, but the story is
brought in to emphasise the generous nature of the Kshatriya King
and to heighten his own sorrow. Visakha Datta’s Mudrarakshasa
has the character of Chandana Dasa, the faithful friend and con-
fidant of the fallen statesman. The Banaus however introduce a
good many Vaishyas, but seldom in a friendly or complimentary
manner. It is only in Soma deva’s Kathasaritsagara that we get
a picture of Vaishya society in Hindu literature. There the mer-
chants are described as not only being rich, but as adventurous,
travelling all the time on business, sailing the high seas and carry-
ing the trade of India to far off islands.

Enquiries into domestic economy, food, clothing, etc are long
overdue. Here again literature provides ample material. To take
two specific questions : When did Indian society develop its present
attitude of disapproval towards intoxicating liquors ? Both in
classical and in popular dramas wine drinking is considered normal.
Kalidasa goes to the extent of making Parvati intoxicated during
her honeymoon and even a casual reader of his poems and plays
cannot fail to reach the conclusion that wine drinking was pre-
valent not only in higher circles, but among the common folk
also, witness for example the suggestion of the police officers to
the fisherman in Sekuntalam that they should now adjourn to the
tavern. Ag late as the 15th century Gangadevi in her Madhura
vijayam talks with personal experience of drinking revelries inside
the Vijayanagar palace. Nor is there any caste restriction alluded
to in this matter.

Again, when did vegetarianism become orthodox ? The Ksha-
triyas of course always ate meat. But among the Brahmins and the
~ Vaishyas the tradition became strong at some unascertainable
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period of history. The Brahmins were not always vegetarians and
even now in some areas they eat fish and in some others meat.
The statement of difference between northern and southern Brah-
mins as ¢ Uttare mamsa bhojanam Dakshine matula kanya’ —in the
north they eat meat; in the south they marry maternal uncle’s
daughter — also shows the prevalence of meat eating at least among
northern Brahmins.

Another line of enquiry likely to throw considerable light on
the social life of India is in regard to the use of cosmetics and other
aids to beauty. Classical literature abounds in allusions to lip-
sticks, face creams and scents. Though the use of perfumes con-
tinued without break, lipsticks, creams and powders seem at one
time to have gone out of fashion in decent society. The use of
tambula is perhaps ameng the oldest social customs of India and
the allusions to it are continuous. A large symbolism has grown
up around it. Its spread to the entire area of South Fast Asia, to
the countries which at one time fell under the sway of Indian civili-
sation, is astonishing historical fact and is worth a detailed study.
An interesting essay on this subject will be found in Penzer's

edition of the Ocean of Story.

A subject of supreme sociological interest which could be
studied in both Sanskrit and vernacular literature is the position
of dancing girls in different periods. The Buddha dined at the
house of one and accepted gifts from her. In the Bhagavata and in
the Mahabharata we have the story of the dancing girl Pingala
who attains spiritual illumination. The position that Iravati, a
dancing girl came to occupy in the court of Agnimitra would seem
to indicate that dancing was still a respectable profession. But with
Vasantasena, the heroine of Mrichakatika, the position has already
undergone a change, while with Semaya matrike and Kuttinimata,
the profession has become disreputable and identified with that of
the courtesan. Their education is touched upon in many books.
In a Malayala Kavya entitled Chandrotsava, there is an interesting
description of the education and amusements of a courtesan, She
is pictured as spending her leisure reading Sakuntalam, Mala-
vikagnimitram and other classics. A vast store house of know-
ledge about social conditions in India in different parts will be
opened up if a careful and sifting study is made of the literary
material available on this subject, especially in the Banas.

A different subject but one which is closely bound up with
the whole texture of Indian history is the rise and decay of the
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centres of sacredness. Some like Benares and Kurukshetra have
remained sacred throughout our known history. But others have
not been so constant in their popularity. Of the many sacred
spots mentioned in the Mahabharata there is difficulty in
even identifying some. Also every generation has added new
centres of pilgrimage and increased the sanctity of some, while
some others in some mysterious way seem to lose their power.
Arunachalam is a recent instance of a place, already sacred, which
has added to its sanctity. But many questions have to be answered
by the historian in regard to these places. When did Benares first
secome sacred ? We know it was an important place at the time
of the Buddha, but was it sacred ? There is little in the Ramayana
and Mahabharate stories indicating the sacredness of Benares.
But by the first century A.D. we have the Bharasiva inscriptions
which testify to the primary fact that Benares had achieved a great
position in the meantime. Again, the great southern Tirthas of
Rameswaram and Gokarnam though consistently held sacred
during the last thousand years seem to have had their ups and
downs in populavity. The changes in pilgrimage routes seem to
have affected many centres. For example, the route to Benares
from the south before the period of the railways, was via Gokar-
nam, Karwar and Nasik, all places of great importance, But rail-
way travel has diverted the traffic, affecting the popularity of many
places.

Again, Tirthas as motive forces in Hindu policy require exami-
nation and study. We know for centuries Hindus attempted to
restore Somanath. The persistence of this motive, which moved
generation after generation upto Aurangazeb’s time is a fact the
importance of which we have begun to realise only today, Similar
is the case of the successive restoration of the Kesavaswami
Temple at Muttra, The recovery of sacred places as a major
factor of policy is best exemplified in the cases of Vijayanagar and
the Maratha Empires. In the Madhura Vijayam of Gangadevi
there is an eloquent passage where a mysterious lady appears
before Vira Kampana and describes to him the miserable plight
of the great temples of Srirangam and Madhura and conjures him
to drive the invaders out of these holy places. The zeal of Baiji
Rao, the Peshwa, to bring again under Hindu control the sacred
cities on the Ganges was one of the most powerful inducements
of the policy of northern expansion of the Maratha Empire.

I may conclude these fragmentary observations with an allu-
sion to another subject which is growing in importance today.
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When did the people of northern India develop a prejudice against
sea-voyages ? In South India and in Gujerat this prejudice never
gained wide prevalence, but at a certain stage it became almost
a national tradition in the Gangetic valley. Albuquerque during
his conquest of Malacca noticed that many Hindu merchants from
Gujerat were engaged in spice traffic there. In fact there was a
Hindu section in the city of Malaca itself where merchants from
Bengal and the West coast of India congregated. We know of the
Rajput navigator of Cutch who took his dhow to Amsterdam in
the 17th century, and though in Kathiawad and Cutch the tradition
continued fairly strong, elsewhere in the north sea-voyage became
less known. When and why are fit subjects for enquiry.

These are but a few problems, indicated at random, on which
among others, Indian sociologists and historians could usefully con-
centrate. They are important because they deal with the sub-
stance of history, that is the continuity of India’s civilisation
through ages, rather than with isolated facts. Perhaps it is not
reasonable to expect Universities with their set courses of study
and emphasising as they must inevitably do, political histories, to
give to these aspects of the question the emphasis they deserve.
But there is no reason why individual scholars should blindly
follow the line set by text book writers and not contribute by
individual work to a better understanding of Indian historical
evolution,



Seton’s Mission to Sind, 1808

BY

SHILENDRA K. SINGH,
Research Fellow in History, University of Agra.

In almost all published histories of the period Captain Seton’s
mission to Sind is either omitted absolutely or dismissed in a line.!
It may be because it was a failure and, broadly speaking, history
when written by those who have ultimately succeeded, or by their
eulogists, does not usually give details of their own failures and

mistakes.

In September 1758 the foundation of British connections with
Sind was laid by Mr. Sumption, an adventurous employee of the
Fast India Company. He got permission from Gholam Shah
Kalora, the ruler of Sind, to establish a factory in his territories,
for encouraging trade between India and Sind; and many per-
wannahs were granted in Sumption’s favour for exemption of
English goods from customs and other taxes.2 All these orders and
perwannahs are most generously worded and evidence an earnest
desire on the part of this prince to cultivate friendly relations with
the East India Company. The son and successor of Gholam Shah
Kalora— Sarfaraz Khan discouraged the English factories and
these were eventually withdrawn in 17753

1, Beveridge Vol. 1I, p. 834, Mill and Wilson Vol. I, p. 218 have both
dismissed poor Seton in two or three lines each. Peter Auber does not deign
even to mention his name. Lady Minto, in her remarkable compilation of
the ‘Life and Letters of Lord Minto in India 1807-1814’ gives a little note
on Sind Missions on p. 177. But there too the real issues involved and the
pivotal position that the Mission was meant to occupy in Minto’s diplomatic
system has not been touched. Major B. D. Basu, however, has in a gross
fashion misapprehended the facts. On p. 607 of his ‘Rise of Chrigtian Power

"in India’ he states that the alliance with Sind was meant to be directed
against Afghanistan. The original records and ascertained documents, how-

ever, unfold a different story altogether.
2. Aitchison: ‘Treaties, Engagements and Sanads’ Vol. VII, Pub. 1909,

pp. 337 -343,
3. Hughes, A. W.: ‘ Gazetteer of the Province of Sind’. II Edition 1876,

p. 33,



230 JOURNAL OF INDIAN HISTORY

In 1799 the Bombay government re-agitated the question of
establishing commercial relations with Sind, ostensibly for further-
ing trade but in reality to counteract the dangerous and spreading
influence of Tippu and the French and to interrupt the growing
ambition of Zeman Shah of Kabul.' Fateh Ali Khan, the founder
of the Talpur dynasty, was on Masnad then and on the request of
Abul Hasan, the native agent of the E. I. Company in his Court, he
granted all the privileges for trade that were required. His letter
to Hon’ble Jonathan Duncan, Governor of Bombay, is an example
of Oriental courtesy. It reads, “ Assure yourself, honourable Sir,
that I am equally disposed, with yourself, to renew this happy
intercourse,. .. ... The former factory at Thattah shall be delivered
over to your agents, and I give you my solemn assurances that I
will increase nothing but my affection for them.”®

By his orders of 12th and 14th April, 1800, this Prince granted
many personal immunities to Mr. Nathan Crow of Bombay Civil
Service, who was appointed British Agent in Sind? Soon after
this, however, Mr. Crow was rudely treated and ordered to leave
Sind forthwith. Only ten days were given for his withdrawal.
These orders were under the seal of Ibraham Shah, the Vizir of
Sind. Crow had no alternative but to obey. The ostensible reason
for this proceeding was given to be an order from Zeman Shah of
Kabul, the liege lord of Sind, but may have been due to Tippu's

intrigues and anti-British feelings of the native trading com-
munity.8

This was followed by the usual but weakly expressed remon-
strations on the part of the British. They claimed some indemni-
fication money but never demanded it. British relations with Sind
were in this state when Lord Minto came to India as Governor-
General in July 1807.

Not even eight months after his assuming the Chair at Fort
William, we find Lord Minto expressing most decided views on the
subject of resuming diplomatic connexions with Sind. In point of
fact this middle-aged statesman who had, during a period of un-

4. Postans, Capt. T.: ‘Personal Observations on Sindh’ London, 1843,
p. 28

[=z}

Aitchison : ‘Treaties, Engagements and Sanads’, Vol. V11, pp. 344-350.
Postans: ‘ Personal Observations on Sindh’, pp. 287-288.

Aitchison : ‘ Treaties, Engagements and Sanads’, Vol. VII, pp. 350-351.
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paralleled strain and emergency, held one after the other, the res-
ponsible positions of Viceroy in Corsica, Ambassador of England
in the Court of Vienna and President, Board of Control, was one
of the ablest and most consummate diplomats who have ever held
the reins of government in India. He was convinced of the efficacy
of embassies and missions and knew how to turn them to

advantage.

On March 14th 1808 we find him writing to the Government
of Bombay, “ The information contained in the late dispatches from
the Resident at Bushire relative to the mission of Vakeels on the
part of the Government of Sind to the Court of Persia and to the
intrigues which the emissaries of France have commenced and may
be e\xpected to pursue with the former has suggested to our con-
sideration the expediency of reviving, if practicable, the inter-
course and connexion which formerly subsisted between the Bri-
tish Government and the State of Sind.”? His logic was that even
if the French intrigues could not be thus counteracted the revival
of diplomatic connexions would at least provide a channel for
important and authentic information from Sind.10

The embarassment that was now facing Minto as well as the
Government of Bombay, admits of some elucidation. Fateh Ali
Khan, Prince of Sind, in whose reign the expulsion of Nathan Crow
had occurred, died in 1802. He was succeeded by his brother Meer
Gholam Ali Khan who was the chief of the ruling triumvirate of
Sind, of which the two other members were Meer Karam Ali and
Meer Murad Ali, his younger brothers, Now Gholam Alj, either
actuated by the desire of assuaging the hurt feelings of the British or
for obtaining their support against the meditated design of the king
of Kabul, the liege lord of Sind, to march upon Hyderabad for
exacting the tribute arrears, or for both the reasons dispatched an
embassy to Bombay. The Government of Bombay, however, not
willing to receive the Sindhi ambassadors publicly, till their own
demand for indemnification was fulfilled and at the same time not
willing to spoil their relations with Sind more completely than they
already were, sent the Sindhi agents back to Hyderabad accom-
panied by a native envoy to effect an adjustment of this demand
for indemnification as well as to keep a check on the supposed
French intrigues in the Court at Hyderabad. This emissary did

9. N. A. I Foreign Dept. Secret and Separate Branch: Proceedings
March 14th, 1909, No. 1.
10. Ibid.
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not succeed in effecting any adjustment on the head of indemnifi-
cation and came back accompanied by another Sindhi envoy, This
person was never admitted to any intercourse with the Govern-
ment at Bombay as he was of inferior rank than his predecessors.!!

This was the position of aflairs in early 1806 when it was refer-
red to the Supreme Government by the Bombay Government.
The Governor-General then was Sir George Barlow and
very characteristically he informed the Bombay Govern-
ment on March 6, 1806, that it was not very material
to have a Resident in Sind, and re-establishment of a
Residency there was not to be endeavoured for,!2 The Bombay
Government was also told that at such a distance of time and after
having had peaceful negotiation with Sind on the point it would
“neither be just nor expedient to have recourse to hostile measures
for the purpose of avenging the insult offered to the British Gov-
ernment by the expulsion of Mr. Crow.”13 Although Barlow’s
famous policy of ‘ quieta non movere’ triumphed in this instance,
even he was of opinjon that re-establishment of diplomatic con-
nexions could only follow the claimed for indemnification and
atonement. The Bombay Government, therefore, informed the
Hyderabad Court that diplomatic relations could only be resumed
after these claims were satisfied.

Minto was quite conscious of the fact that at this stage in
the history of British relations with Sind, it was necessary “ not
only to abstain from any overture for the renewal of a close con-
nection with the Government of Sind but even to reject any
advances of the Chief of Sind, of that nature, unless accompanied
by an offer of indemnification and atonement.”14

Minto, however, realised that in diplomacy there can be no
rigidity. Moreover he seems to have been a great believer in the
Sanskrit adage ‘apatti kale maryyada nasti’ (traditional conser-
vatism cannot work during an emergency). He instructed the
Bombay Government that the necessary object in this context was
the establishment of British influence in Sind and obtaining con-

11. N. A, L For. Dept. Sec. and Sep. Br. Original Consultation, 14th
March, 1808, No, 1.

12, 1bid.

13. Ibid.

14. Ibid.
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stant and authentic intelligence of the progresss of the French
intrigues in that quarter and the object, according to him was so
all-important as to render it “highly expedient in our judgment
to overlook any punctilious considerations which under other cir-
cumstances might properly preclude any attempt on our part to
restore the ancient connection between the two states.” 15

However absurd and ill-founded the apprehension that the
French plans caused then might look to us; to Englishmen of
Minto’s generation they were -a moving reality; and as Roberts
points out “people then had learnt not lightly to use the word
‘impossible’ of Napoleon’s aims.” Openly does the Governor-
General’s letter to the Bombay Government confess its whole-
some apprehensions with regard to the French intrigues being
extended to every country within the sphere of their communica-
tion with a view to facilitate the success of their hostile projects
against India. He was convinced that these circumstances made
it the duty of his government “to employ corresponding efforts of
active counteraction and to leave untried no means of converting
to the purpose of our own security those interests which, if exposed
without opposition to the influence of French intrigues, may pro-

bably be turned against us.” 16

At this time too, as the reports of Major Walker, Resident in
Baroda, and the representations of Bombay Government to the
Governor-General, point out, people were generally convinced that
Cutch constituted “the most exposed and in view of the conti-
guity of the Arabian and Persian coasts, one of the most vulner-
able tracts of territory to the Public Enemy . ... It may reasonably
be expected to prove one of the channels, which France may con-
template as affording ready access into the interior of Gujerat and
from thence across into the ceded and conquered territories
dependant on Bengal, which route, it is within recollection to have
been many years ago believed to be, in like manner, meditated by

that restless and ambitious power,” 17

It is no wonder that at a time when such plans were taken
seriously as within the range of probability, Minto should have
been eager to have a foothold in Sind, to make it a base, if possible,
for resisting the meditated French attack on India. Its importance

15. Ibid.
16. Ibid,
17. Ibid., May 30, 1808, No. 12.
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militarily and tactically can hardly be exaggerated, when the chief
motive was 1o provide for a defence-ring against Franco-Persian
advance on India.

There were lelters from nalive intelligence agents which,
though meant lo assist the British by fore-warning them, only
helped to drive them into panic. One Mohammed Ali wrote in
June 1808 to the Governor of Bombay, of a dark plot being hatched
by the French, with the help and assistance of Persia to gain a
foothold in Sind. This, according to Mohammed Ali, was being
promoted by Ibrahim Shah, a Persian in the employ of the Chief
Ameer of Sind. The correspondent assures the Governor in his
letter that from his knowledge of Sind, he is confident that if this
plan of the French succeeds, they would form links with Jodhpur,
through it with Jaipur and so on with Udaipur, Holkar, Sindhia,
etc., and thus strangulate the British in India.!®

Tt is a tribute to Minto’s vision that he clearly analysed the
situation and knew what he wanted. The establishment of an
English Resident in Sind, it seemed to him, would furnish important
and authentic information of the nature, extent and progress of
French views in Sind ; and in regions north of Sind, ie, in Kabul
and Kandahar and also provide an additional source of informa-
tion regarding the Frgnch proceedings in Persia,

J

He gave immeci{ate orders to Bombay to select a servant of
the Company’s Bombay establishment suited for the job by
temper, knowledge and ability to be envoy in Sind and to make
efforts in the direction of re-establishment of a Residency in Sind.
He was not only eager but impatient for it. It seems this was
because he wished to make the Residency in Sind a nucleus of a
comprehensive scheme of diplomacy conceived on a worthy scale,
He thought he could take no risks, could not afford to go into
subtlety of words or refinements of negotiations and so asked the
Governor of Bombay to despatch the gentleman, selected to be
envoy, first, and to inform the Court of Sind of this mission there-
after, so as to make it doubly difficult for them to refuse admit-
tance to him.

Minto’s personal experience as an ambassador led him to say
that the envoy “should, however, be dispatched with that degree

18. N. A. I For, Dept. Sec. and Sep. Br. Proceedings, Aug. 8, 1808, No. 5.
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of retinue and with those exterior forms which are necessary 1o
. e s
give weight and consequence to a diplomatic mission. 19

Minto had a great capacity of going into details. While speci-
fying the objects of this projected mission too he entered into
minute details masterfully. He wanted the person who might be
chosen to go to Sind as envoy, to begin by making “the demand
which has never been entirely relinquished of indemnification and
atonement for the expulsion of Mr. Crow and the forcible removal
of the British factory; a demand which made under such circum-
stances would probably alarm and embarass the Government of
Sind” and then he wanted the envoy to make “a discreet and
gradual concession of it »20 go that the Ameers of Sind would
feel themselves put under an obligation to the British, in lieu of
which, it was Minto’s surmise, they could be made to grant the
re-establishment of a British factory in Sind and to adhere “to
the obligations of friendship and harmony.” #

The Governor-General, however, was absolutely clear in his
mind that the present object of the proposed mission was princi-
pally, chiefly and even entirely political. He did not try to con-
ceal this. The instructions to the envoy were that the restoration
of a British factory in Sind, in case the Sind rulers were averse to
it, was not to be insisted upon. Even in case they agreed to it the
duties of the Political Resident in Sind and those of the chief of
the factory~ were to be kept separate and diwtinet. Two different
persons were to be appointed to these two posts.

The envay was particularly to be instructed to investigate and
ascertain the degree of connection between the Government of Sind
and the court of Persia, and also to know as to “ what engagements
have been contracted by the Govt. of Sind either with the French
or with Persia.”?

The envoy was to be specially instructed to establish an influ-
ence in the court, personal and diplomatic, If necessary, he was
authorised to create a sense of apprehension of British might. His
duties were not to end here. He had to extend his enquiries north-
ward of Sind, i.e., towards Kabul and Kandahar. For this purpose

19. Ibid., March 14, 1808, No. 1.
20. Ibid.
21. Ibid.
22. Ibid.
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he was “to dispatch intelligent native agents into those countries
with directions to acquire information, not with respect to the
intrigues of the French (a commission with which...... no native
agent could be safely entrusted) but with regard to their political
state and condition.” # He was also to ascertain, (but do no more
than that) “the practicability of dispatching an embassy to Cabul
and Candahar by roule of Sinde and the practicability of its
favourable reception.”?4

Minto, it is obvious, had already resolved upon the step he
later took, of sending an embassy to Kabul. He entertained a high
regard of the tactical position of the kingdom of Kabul as a link
in the defence-ring against any projected French attack on India
and was absolutely ignorant of the bad pass the ruling clique in
Afghanistan was in, just then. He also recognised the delicacy it
would involve to negotiate at the same time with Sind and Kabul,
as the former was trying to wriggle out of its tributary obligations
to the latter, and may, therefore, misunderstand the English, who
ran the risk of being misunderstood also at the Afghan Court.
Minto wanted the envoy to use his skill and persuasion in making
the Sind Ameers see that British relations with Kabul would make

the situation, if anything, the better for the Sindhis and, at any
rate, not any the worse.

And now the British were favoured with a Providential wind-
fall!

Almost exactly at this very time, when Minto was himself so
keen at re-establishing diplomatic intercourse with Sind, Gholam
Ali Khan, the ruler of that state, deputed and despatched his old
Vakil Mirza Meher Alj to the Presence of the Governor of Bom-
bay. A remarkable thing is that the Honble Mr. Jonathan
Duncan, Governor of Bombay, in his own independent judgment
decided that it would be of advantage to the British to resume dip-
lomatic relations with Sind, admitted Meher Ali to an audience
with himself and wrote to the Governor General on April 2, 1808,
giving his views on the expediency of such a resumption? little
realising that a letter from the Governor General himself, on the

same subject and expressing the same opinions, written on March
14, was on its way to him.

23. Ibid.
24. Ibid.

25. N. A. L For. Dept. Sec. and Sep. Br. O. C. April 25, 1808, No. 4.
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The receipt of this letter from Duncan could not but bring satis-
faction to Minto. He expressed it in his usual gracious and digni-
fied manner, “ We are happy to observe that the supposition of an
offensive assumption of superiority on the part of the Nabob of
Scinde has been removed by the explanation of his emissary.”’?

From this to the actual appointment and despatch of an English
Resident to Sind was an easy progress made much smoother and
much more honourable diplomatically for the British, due to the
chrewdness of G. O. Osborne, Secretary to the Bombay Govern-
ment, the instrumentality of Syed Tucky an old Muslim in the
employ of the East India Company, and the straight and un-
suspecting nature of Meher Ali, the Sindhi vakil to Bombay. .On
knowing from Mr. Osborne that the British Government desired
to send a resident to the Court of Sind, Syed Tucky took it upon
himself to see that the request of such a mission being sent should
come from Meher Ali himself. He used his good offices in such a
clever way that without telling Meher Ali that he was in secret
collusion with the Bombay Government, persuaded him that he
should make a request to the Bombay Government through
himself (i.e. Syed Tucky) in writing that an English
Vakil should accompany Meher Ali to the Court of the
Ameers, when he went back to Sind. He was also made
to take the responsibility upon himself to see that “my
master will receive such an envoy with every regard and at-
tention.”? On April 10, 1808, which was incidentally a Sunday
(the English in India, it seems, were not too punctilious about the
Sabbath, then!) Syed Tucky, in Meher Ali’s presence delivered
the application to the Governor, and it was duly accepted.

The Governor almost immediately made the choice of Captain
David Seton, then Resident at Muscat, to be the English envoy in
Sind. We are told, in Ducan’s letter, that “General Malcolm con-
curs fully in the arrangement.”

Seton under original plans, was to have accompanied Meher
Ali but at the actual time of departure from Bombay some little
hitch arose. It was, first of all, due to Meher Ali’s being desirous
of taking the sea-route to Karachi and thence up the Indus to
Hyderabad. The British, being unnecessarily fussy and suspicious,

26. Ibid., No. 17.
27. N. A. I For. Dept. and Sep. Br. Proceedings, May 16, 1808, Na. 3.
28. Ibid., No. 2,
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wished Seton to go via Mandavee and Lakhpat Bunder across
Cutch and then to cross into Sind. Moreover, as per Minto’s in-
structions already quoted, to make the embassy impressive, Seton
had a magnificent outfit. These two points drew a sharp protest
from Meher Ali, “I was not authorised to bring with me a person
with much state and grandeur or through a port belonging to
another.”? Bombay Government, however, was bent upon having
its own way in the matter and the result was that Seton left on
April 28, and Meher Ali on April 30, by different routes, for the
same destination. The whole muddle was tried to be whitewashed
in Duncan’s letter of accredition given to Capt. Seton, addressed to
Meer Gholam Ali Khan, in which it was said that while Seton
could not proceed by the Karachi route owing to the ‘Lateness of
season,” Meher Ali could not take the land route because he had
‘glass-ware’ to be taken to Sind and it would be exposed to risk by
the land route3°

At the time, however, of his departure, Meher Ali had the de-
cency and generosity to declare that he would promote “the
honourable reception and ultimate success of the mission.”3!

The instructions issued by the Bombay Government to its
envoy Capt. Seton were on the general lines suggested by the Gov-
ernor General-in-Council’s letter to Bombay government written
on March 14, which has already been quoted at some length. That
formed the broad basis, so far as the cardinal points of policy were
concerned. For minor things the Chief Secretary to Bombay
government transmitted to Seton the Government’s instructiong to
him, These were precise and detailed. He was asked to avoid
carefully making any useless display of ostentatious retinue in
Hyderabad. He was requested not to affront any susceptibilities
and to endeavour to establish such goodwill in Sind “as to render
it willingly subservient to those purposes of national security and
commercial advantage which constituted the leading motives of the
Supreme Government.”2 The commercial aspect of the Company’s
interests also could hardly have been forgotten and Seton was asked
to ascertain the actual and precise amount of European imports in
Sind, accurately to list them, specify whether they were all con-
sumed in Sind itself or ferwarded further into Afghanistan etc,

29. Ibld., May 30, 1808, No. 13.
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The military and tactical aspect of the mission alse was equally
important, Seton was to ascertain the probable land routes extend-
ing from Sind to Persia. He had to make sure, by private resear-
ches, whether in case of an attack by the French, through Sind, any
opposition could be offered to them “by the employment of gun-
boats in the Indus.”3 He was, in general terms asked to keep in
touch with General Malcolm in Persia, to excite as little jealousy in
Sind as possible, not to rely on Meher Alij, the old Vakil coming
back from Bombay, and to make a report on the political conditions
prevailing in the Kingdom of Kabul.3¢

With these instructions Seton sailed in the ‘Mornington’ and
reached Mandavee, the port in Cutch on May 15, 1808. But he
was in no hurry to get ashore and landed two days later when all
his baggage too had arrived from Bombay. He was rather adroit in
writing immediately to the Ameers of Sind to depute somebody
from the Court to come and accompany him to Hyderabad. He
utilised his stay at Mandavee by trying to learn all the rumours
afloat there and to report the same rather fully to the Government.
The Bombay Government were critical of this delay that Seton
had unnecessarily made. Later the Governor General also agreed
with this censure of the envoy’s mistake. The Bombay Govern-
ment were critical of this, because now, they thought, there would
be trouble for Seton at the Sind Court. Meher Ali Khan, it was
sure, would now reach Hyderabad long before Seton. Moreover,
it held, and very justly too, that Seton by his wrong-headed letter
to the Ameer had committed himself to awaiting the arrival of a
person from Hyderabad, which event “may never take a place,”3
Another wholesome apprehension was that now the embassy from
Persia may, as it later did in fact, forestal Seton at the Sind Court.
Seton was peremptorily ordered by the Government not to lose
any more time and push ahead to Hyderabad. But Seton con-
tinued dilly-dallying at Mandavee. He opened up a correspon-
dence with the Ameers of Sind as well as some other members of
the Royal House e.g. Meer Badde Talpur, the nephew of the Queen
Mother Keree.3® It was here that he realised that the Ameers had
almost a childish fondness for receiving presents ete. He
started from Mandavee for Lakhpat Bunder only on the 28th June,
although Fateh Ali Jamali, the Mehmandar, who had been ap-

33. Ibid,

34. Ibid.

35. N. A, I For. Dept. Sec. and Sep. Br. Proceedings, July 25, 1808, No. 9.
36. Ibid., August 1, 1808, No, 20,
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pointed to accompany him into Sind, had arrived in Mandavee a
week before this date.®” In the meanwhile the Persian Ambassador
Fateh Ali Khan had arrived in Sind on June 4,1808.

From the reports that arrived from all quarters the Pergian
Ambassador had been, in Hyderabad, “received with such honours
as never had been shown to anyone before.”3® There were rumours
of the French having paid one million asharfis and promised a
European wife to the King of Persia and in return got a grant of
Bander Abbas.?® The object of this mission was to induce the Sind
Ameers to shake off their allegiance to the Afghans. The Sind
Ameers were also requested to discharge the obligations of amity
and friendship and to provide to the French vessels coming to
Karachi or any other Sindhi port, wood or water etc.40

Fateh Ali Khan, the Persian Ambassador in Sind, was treat-
ing for Persia and France in the Court at Hyderabad and had de-
clared that “the British Government, by their usurpation in Hindo-
ostan, had attained a degree of wealth that enabled them to disturb
the peace of the world and it was the duty of every power to join
and curb their growing strength, and offered Meer Gholam Ally,
if he would favour their joint views, that he should be made the
Beglarbeg of Kabul and Kandahar, and brought him a Ruccum
from the king appointing him to it.” The Ameers of Sind had also
received a letter from the French which had been written by one
Joseph Rousseau “who stiles himself palios (he is a resident of
Baghdad) the seeker of peace and the counsellor or adviser to the
French Ambassador . . . .. .. the whole of it means that if it would
be agreeable to the Hakim of Sind, they will send an ambassador
and conclude an alliance, offensive and defensive,”4

At last after all the delays and much wavering Seton arrived
in Hyderabad on the 15th July 180822 The behaviour of the
Ameers was most cordial and they gave all proofs of their delight
and interest in seeing an English envoy come to their Court. They
did all necessary honours to the Ambassador.® Immediately on his
arrival in Sind Meer Gholan Ali Khan sent through the Arz Beggy

37. N. A. L For. Dept, Sec. and Sep. Br. Proceedings, Aug. 23, 1808, No. 12
38. Ibid. , ’ ‘
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43. N. A L For. Dept. Sec. and Sep. Br. Proceedings, Oet, 3, 1808, No. 8.

SETON’S MISSION TO SIND, 1808 241

to assure Seton “that his wish was to cultivate a friendship with the
English Government, in preference to that of any other power and
he would now show it to the whole world,”#

Some of the details of court etiquette which the envoy con-
sidered derogatory to his position and prestige, e.g. putting off the
shoes in the Presence, were waived in his favour, in order to ac-
comodate him.*% On July 18, Seton had his first audience with the
Ameers. It was formal and passed off very well indeed. Four
days later on the 22nd Seton was honoured with a private and
informal audience. In it the conversation was long, friendly and
intimate.®® Meer Gholam Ali Khan “declared, had the English not
sent to cultivate his friendship he would, in despairing gaining their
godwill, have closed with the offer from the French and the Per-
sians ; but now he would make a firm friendship with them and a
treaty is drawing up.”¥

The terms in this treaty, which was drawn up, were just the
basis of further negotiations and did not represent a final adjust-
ment, The Cowlnamah (treaty) was made ready by the end of
July, sealed and signed. But then started a process of changes and
alterations by both parties on minor points and at last a final draft
was settled upon on August 18, 1808. Seton enclosed a copy of
this Cowlnamah to Bombay Government in his despatch of August
24 and in it explained some and defended other points of the treaty.
In this there is an interesting remark of his on the nature of the
people with whom he had been dealing, “It will be observed that
this government is yet but in an infant state of knowledge and their
ignorance and dread of they know not what, renders it difficult
to bring them to consent to what, they see, is wished by another.”48

The Cowlnamah as it finally emerged from negotiations and
haggling contained these terms : ‘

I. Firm alliance to be maintained, friends and enemies of one
to be considered respectively the friends and enemies of the other.

II. When the assistance of troops is required by either of the
parties, it is to be given by the other on the party’s expenses.

4. Ibid.

45, Ibid.

46. Ibid.

47. Ibid., Dec. 5, 1808, No. 18,
48. Ibid,, No. 19.
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II. The disaffected of one are not to be protected by the
other,

IV. Sind Government servants to he permitted to purchase
war-like stores from the E. I. Company.

V. An agent of the Company, for the increase of {riendship
and goodwill, to remain at the Ameer’s Court.

VI. The elaims on account of loss in Mr. Crow’s time shall be
dropped.

VIL. That a British factory in the town of Thatta only on the
samme footing, as in the time of Kolara dynasty, shall after full

satisfaction, perfect confidence and with leave of the Government
be installed.®®

Though Seton assured the Ameers that the Bombay Govern-
ment would not view them favourably, the Ameers persuaded him
to forward their views on Cutch to the Governor-in-Council, These
were that the British Government will either join with theirs to
take and divide Cutch or allow them to do it themselves,50

Seton sent the Cowlnamah to Bombay. But it was lost in
the way, near Bassein, and considerable delay in arrival of a second
copy of it, at Bombay, resulted in the finalisation of the whole thing
in Hyderabad.?® Seton, in the meanwhile, put his own signatures
and seal on it.

When, however. rews of Seton having made a treaty with
Ameers, reached Bombay the immediate and unanimous reaction
of Duncan and his Council to this was most vehemently unfavour-
able. They were not prepared, for the sake of Sind, to enter into
a broil with any of Sind’s neighbours. They thought that the
clause regarding mutual assistance may be used by the Ameers
of Sind in procuring British help against their leige lord, the king
of Kabul. And for this, at that time, the English were not pre-
pared. Seton was immediately told that he should make it clear
to the Ameers that the treaty would have to go through the form
of being ratified by the Government of Bombay, and they might
reject or modify it ; so that when they actually did so, as they must

49. Ibid.
50. Ibid.,, No. 20.
51. Ibid., Oct. 24, 1808, No, 91.
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under the circumstances, it would not come with the suddenness of
an unexpected shock to the Ameers.52

Minto took the view in this connection that the first two clauses
of the Cowlnamah “involve an engagement on the part of the
British Government directly hostile to the state of Kabul and it is
evident . ...... that this was the principal if not the sole object
of the Court of Sind in conclusion an alliance with the British
power.”s3 The 3rd, 4th, and the 5th Articles, he said, were all
right. The Tth Article, he characterised as “humiliating to the
British Government.”’

The treaty he did not consider “to be susceptible of any bene-
ficial modification.”sa He, therefore, immediately decided to
annul it and for the future, declared that no conclusion
of any engagement shall be permitted which is not found-
ed on the “solid basis of mutual confidence, common
interest and sincerity of views.” Minto accepted, Seton’s motives
were sincere and he had been zealous ; at the same time, however,
as Governor General he did not feel himself justified in withholding
the expression of his disapprobation of the mistakes Seton had
committed.

To take up the thread of the story now from the other end, it
appears that on the arrival of Seton the Ameers of Sind really and
sincerely turned their back not only upon the Persian proposals but
were also grossly rude to the ambassador from Persia. This shows
they were sincere in their desires to have an alliance with the
English. The Persian ambassador had complaints to make against
the Ameers to whose Court he had been accredited. He openly
declared “that the king of Persia, induced by the appearance of
assistance from Sind had engaged in a war with Kandahar ; that
they now excused themselves from acting saying that the king of
Kandahar was too powerful for them to provoke until the Persians
had made some progress . . . . . . that the neglect and want of at-
tention in their conduet to him had degraded him so much that he
would be ashamed to see the King, his master, and his master to
see him, and that it had been better the ship that brought him had
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sunk, than that ever he should have come here.”5 He called them
“Dogs without principle and religion,”56

In the meanwhile some things were happening, of which the
Ameers had cognisance, and which they could not appreciate, For
two of these Seton was directly responsible and the third was,
by them, taken to be a provocation given by Major Walker the
English Resident at Baroda,

Captain Seton, immediately on reaching Hyderabad came into
contact, through the Assistant Surgeon in his suite, with Bibi
Hoora, the eldest widow of the late Ameer Fateh Ali Khan the elder
brother and immediate predecessor of Meer Gholam Ali Khan as
the Chief Ruler of Sind. She was an object of persecution and was
suffering from a serious ailment. The English doctor in the envoy’s
suite, attended on her and cured her. Later the hapless woman
was charged with having illicit connections with an old Mulla who
was, therefore, murdered. The Queen Mother Keri and the second
of the three Ameers, Karam Ali, sided with Hoora and affirmed that
she was innocent and pure. They could not, however, do much to
save her from the persecution of the Chief ruler Gholam Ali, al-
though she was saved from execution outright. The Christian in
Captain Seton, throwing to winds all diplomatic caution became in-
terested in helping and attempting to save the miserable widow.
His chivalry led him, on two occasions, to send her some gold vene-
tians. He also saw to it that his doctor treated her. He was even
privy to, and actively supporting, her plans of escaping gaol,57

Shah Shuja-ul-Mulk who had established himself as sovereign
of Kabul and Kandahar, sent a Chupper (agent) to Hyderabad to
demand peremptorily on his behalf, the tribute due from the
Ameers. He visited Seton, who gave him presents worth Rs, 6505
and on his advice and through him wrote a letter to Vizir Meer
Akram Khan of Kandahar. Seton spoke to this Chupper of the
Fanco-Rersian menace to Kabul and India. The Chupper advised
him to send presents to his Shah and the Vizir and also to write to
the king on the subject; the presents and the letters he promised to
get transmitted to Kandahar soon, These letters, as we shall see
in the sequel, had to be withdrawn by Seton in consequence of a
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strong protest from the Ameers of Sind.”® But Seton was acting
zealously; he managed to transmit the same letters through the
agency of Kawal Muzaffar Khan clandestinely, through the route
of Multan. This was a most whining and cajoling letter, replete
with terins of honour for the king, and intending to induce him
to open an embassy, with Bombay and not to misunderstand
Seton’s presence in Sind. It began “Your servant and well
wisher having kissed the ground of obedience and duty with the
lips of respect,” etc.5

On the other hand Major Walker the Resident at Baroda was
in correspondence with Khudayar Khan, the grandson, in direct
male descent, of Meer Abdul Nabee the last Abbassy ruler of Sind,
and a Pretender to the Masnad of Sind, a boy about 17 years of
age and then living in Jodhpur on a Jagir granted to him by the
Raja of that placef! In Sind there was trouble. Meer Thara, a
brother of Gholam Ali Khan®? and Meer Farra, a powerful noble-
man with immense backing® were both raising apprehension of
a civil strife or rebellion against the Ameers and it was expected
that if Khudayar Khan on British support went ahead into Sind
he would get the support of the disaffected elements there.
He offered a carte blanche to the Company in respect of terms
on which it would help him.%¢ The Ameers received a letter from
Booj, which they showed to Seton, in which Major Walker was
called a “ Seditious and evil minded person,”$ and all his acti-
vities had been detailed.

The result of all this was that suddenly one day, on coming
back from a hunt, the Meers sent to enquire by what route Seton
intended to return and when exactly he would set off.# Seton
was shocked at the bluntness of the message and reminded the
Meers that under his agreement with them he had been permitted
to stay for as long as instructions from Bombay were not received.
They sent back a comparatively polite reply but made it clear that
they would not like the idea of his staying in Sind any longer than
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a month or fifty days, whether instructions came or not. This
meant that Seton would not be permitted to stay after the middle
of October. Seton was thoroughly upset and wrote to Bombay
to send him their reactions on the Cowlnamah immediately®’ and
also to “have a conditional power of returning to Cutch in
reserve.”® Seton tried to imagine what, if any, could be the
reasons for the Meers’ urgent wish to see him out of their domi-
nions. He could not find any except these:—1. They might be
thinking that his presence would be an impediment to their plans
against Cutch. That they had plans against Cutch Seton felt con-
vinced from the information he had got of the Meers having stocked
grain in difterent stations on the route from Hyderabad to Cutch.
2. They might have been misled by rumours, and misunderstand-
ings might have been created by Meers Farrah’s party. 3. They,
especially the youngest of them Meer Murad Ali Khan, might be

playing this hoax upon him with a view to wring more presents
out of him.%

From the records, however, it is apparent, that Seton’s guess
work was on wrong lines. The argument about Cutch was appa-
rently wrong, for if they had wanted the English not to know of
their plans against Cutch why should they have pressed Seton
to forward their request on this point to Bombay, as we have
seen they actually did ? The second reason as imagined by Seton,
if it was a reason, was a most justifiable one, as the Meers had
definite information about the English hobnobbing with pretend-
ers who had claims against them. The third reason as given by
Seton is obviously false. Though it is an acknowledged fact that
these Ameers had a great fondness for presents, especially for
English firearms and other modern gadgets, their greed for pre-
sents could never go so far as to risk their good relations with a
powerful neighbour by asking their envoy abruptly to quit. Seton
could not see the most real and the most obvious of all reasons

for which he had himself to thank; but it was made clear to him
soon ehough.

It was decided hy the Ameers that when Seton returned to
Bombay an envoy from them should accompany him to the court
of the Governor there. The person selected for this was Moham-
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med Akhoond Bucka Khan It was settled that Seton would s‘?t
out from Hyderabad on the new moon,”?  Now .bef'or‘e all t.hls
Seton had sent to enquire if the Ameers would mind his gettm‘g
into touch with the Shah of Kandahar, their liege-lord. To this
they had sent a most categorical reply that they were very much
averse to any such communications.”™

Just as Seton was embarking his barge for leaving Sind on
October 9, 1808, a messenger from Meer Gholam Ali Khan came
to ask if he had sent a message to Kandahar and given presents
to the Agents from Kandahar. Seton truthfully replied in the affir-
mative. This drove the Ameer into a fury and he sent a messenger
to say that, “ Gholam Ali had often hearc'l that the 'English. were
a faithless people but he had wished to think otherwise, until now
he had a proof of it in my (Seton’s) writing tq Kandahaf, after
which there was no necessity of his sending his Vakeel,”” and
Seton might go and be happy. Seton felt nervous an§ }mdone.
He sent messenger after messenger to the Ameers explaining that
he had not taken the initiative in getting into touch with the Agent
from Kandahar, and had done just what civility and decency }}ad
demanded of him, that he had no motive in it except just cordiality.
He even sent Lt. Blackall, an English gentleman in his sui.te .along
with many native agents to placate the Ameers. The hmxts' to
which Seton’s meekness went were reached when he with-
drew the letters for the King of Kandahar from the Chupper to
whom they had been given for being forwarded.™

Ultimately after “ numberless delays,” on October 13, Gholam
Ali Khan sent words that Seton may leave and that Bucka Khan
would follow him a day later. Poor Seton was so startled and
intimidated that although the original route which had been
decided upon for his return journey was absolutely closed and diffi-
cult to follow, he dared not change it, afraid of exciting the
jealousy and suspicion of the Ameers,”

The most humorous and ironic part of the whole proceeding
was that the Sindhi Vakeel accompanying Seton was to be his
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guest until he reached Bombay, which meant that Seton had to
pay his travelling expenses as well as an allowance of Rs. 20 per
day! Bucka expressed his regret for his master’s choleric beha-
viour and Seton philosophically remarked that conceit, avarice and
excess of fear were responsible for this conduct of the Ameers,”

Seton reached Mandavee on October 30, 1808 and informed
the Bombay Government that he would stay there lor about six
days.”” At last he reached Bombay in the middle of November
1808 and was sent back to his residency at Muscat, from where
he had been called to this assignment. As soon as Seton inform-
ed the Bombay Government that he had signed an engagement
with the Ameers, the malter was referred to the Governor-
General-in-Council, of course along with a strong note of
criticism from the Governor of Bombay. Minto’s decision on
this matter was brilliant, statesmanlike and evidencing the subtle
diplomacy of which he was capable. He agreed with the
Bombay Government that the treaty could not be accepted and
went on to say, * Yel great public inconvenience and embarass-
ment must probably arise from the nccessity of disavowing the
acts of an accredited envoy and the disadvantage of this measure
must be augmented if the envoy himself is not only rendered the
instrument of such disavowal but the agent of further negotiation
founded on a principle different from that which he had originally
adopted. The personal influence and in some degree the personal
credit of the Envoy must be impaired.””® The next obvious alter-
native was to despatch another envoy on the part of the Bombay
Government to supersede Seton. This also, it seemed to Minto,
would not be a full remedy for the trouble. He conceived a plan,
however, which would not only make the best of a bad job but
might even be expected to turn this failure into an asset and 2
factor of advantage to the British. He advocated the despatch to
Sind of “an agent accredited directly from the Supreme Govern-
ment.” This would remove the responsibility of disavowing Seton’s
treaty from the Bombay Government, and would show to the rulers
of Sind the sincere desire of the British Government to “cultivate
the relations of cordial amity.”"®

Minto’s legal mind was quick to marshal other considerations
which also pointed out the efficacy of this arrangement, He
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thought that the “objects of the mission to Sind were so intimately
connected” with English interests in Persia and Kabul and with the
purposes of English embassies to these countries that keeping all
these under the same superintending authority, ie. the Gover-
nor-General of Fort William, was most essential. Moreover,
he argued that keeping both the relations with the liege-lord
(Kabul) and with the tributary (Sind) under the same immediate
direction and control would work for the “ prevention of contradic-
tory engagements and preservation of consistency.”80

The best thing thus would be, thought Minto, to address a
letter from himself to the Ameer of Sind. This he did without
losing any time; and it read, “ ...... having satisfied my mind of
the cordiality of that (your) disposition, I have resolved to afford
you the strongest testimony of a similar disposition on the part of
the British Government by removing the veil of an intermediate
authority and opening a direct communication between the Supreme
Government and the State of Sind,” In pursuance of this resolve,
he added, he had decided to send an ambassador to Sind, from his
own Presence 8

This arrangement, it seemed to Minto, would not discredit
Captain Seton in the eyes of the rulers of Sind and would also
enable him plausibly to suspend all further negotiations prepara-
tory to the arrival of an envoy from the Supreme Government.

He selected Mr, Nicholas Hankey Smith, the Resident at
Bushire, a member of Bombay Civil Service, for this embassy. The
instructions to him, in way of a warning, contained a complete
criticism of Seton’s activities in Sind. From that criticism it is
obvious that the most important object of the Envoy in Sind was
always intended to be keeping open an authentic and constant
channel of intelligence from Sind. And so it was not in British
interests to make engagements with the country and leave it hur-
riedly. What they insisted upon was the constant presence of a
British agent in Sind and his constant occupation in making all
sorts of researches about the politics, topography, finances, com-
merce and foreign policy of the country.82
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On Akhoond Bucka’s arrival in Bombay the Governor was
instructed from Fort William not to enter with him into any dis-
cussion of Captain Seton’s late proceedings in Sind as the Sind
negotiations had been taken over directly by the Supreme Govern-
ment.

About Seton’s having addressed a letter to the King of Kabul,
Minto was bitterly critical. “It was objectionable as being preci-
pitate and abrupt, as proceeding from a subordinate authority not
entitled, according to diplomatic forms and principles to address
a foreign Throne on matters of such high import and as hazarding
the success of our views at the Court of Kabul by a premature dis-
closure of them.”8 Minto also criticised the sequel, i.e. the sub-
jection of Seton “to the humiliation of deprecatory explanations
and apology and of withdrawing the letter to the King of Kabul
...... compromising at the same time the sincerity of this pro-

ceeding by clandestinely forwarding this letter through another
channel 84

He was feeling rather strongly on the point as just then he was
engaged in sending a mission to the Court of Kabul, headed by Mr.
Elphinstone. And he went to the extent of authorising this gentle-
man ‘“to declare that the letter was written without the authority
of the British Government.”85 Minto wished there to be no im-
pediments in the way of Elphinstone’s mission and so empowered
him to disavaw categorically the engagement entered into in Sind
by Seton, and to inform the Government of Kabul that the Gover-
nor General had annulled it.’6

In the mighty stream of India’s history Seton’s mission was
just the fraction of a ripple. In itself, however, it was the nucleus
of a masterful scheme that Lord Minto devised to meet the French
menace in the Napoleonic times. Whether it was just a psycholo-
gical complex that led him to assume an emergency or real facts
existed to warrant his plans lies out of the scope of this short paper.
It just describes an event which had the preface of an epic, the body
of a short story and the denouement of a melodrama. This was so
because Minto, the person who planned the mission, was a master-
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mind ; the main characters amidst whom it was unfoldéd'were
simple-minded, childish Ameers of Sind who .had unsophisticated
and primitive instincts as well as a field in which these could have
free-play ; and Captain Seton, the man who was meant to bfe ‘.che
instrument of carrying out the master-plan was a good Christian
and a weak gentleman who had virtues which should not have beep
in him and who lacked the force which was essential for his posi-

tion.
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' Harry Verelst

BY

T. K. MukHerJr, MLA.
Calcutta

It is evident from the Mayor’s Court records as well as other
contemporary accounts that the relations between the President
and Council and the Mayor’s Court were seldom cordial. When
a clash occurred between the two, neither law nor justice was
treated with much respect. The fact that the Mayor’s Court had
been erected by a royal charter and that it derived its authority
from it infused into the minds of judges a false sense of superiority
that more often than not made them arrogant. In their frequent
clashes with the Council, the judges often overreached themselves
in their denunciation of the Council’s attitude. The Council in
such cases either sought the advice of the Directors or resorted to
the questionable device of sending back home the more refractory
of the Court’s members. The clash took the form of a paper war-
fare, neither party sparing of their pen in drafting long letters
containing aspersions cast by each upon the other.

‘The Charter of 1753, however, brought about a change in.the
Council’s position in relation to the Mayor’s Court. It conferred
upon that body the right to choose the Mayor and to fill in the
vacancies that would occur in the office of Alderman. The intention
of the authors of the charter presumably was that the Council
should exercise as much control as would be necessary for the
proper administration of justice. The Council should not dominate
but modulate the activities of the Court. But an unscrupulous
executive would most likely abuse such power as conferred by the
charter. That it was abused is evident from Mr. Bolts's observa-
tions on the administration of justice in the days of Verelst. “The
Court is become rather a scourge” he says “in the hands of the
Governor and Council than an instrument of relief to the injured.”
In order that the judges would remain permanently docile, they
were accorded the privileges of Dustucks for duty free private
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trade in direct violation of the rule which confined duty free private
trade to the Company’s servants. Besides, Aldermen who tried to
assert their independence were forthwith dismissed upon the most
frivolous pretexts.

Mr. Verelst is undoubtedly a better annalist than Bolts and
his sober statements are more convincing than the latter’s cheap
rhetoric. Nevertheless the charges laid against the government
by Mr. Bolts—if we leave apart the exaggerations and misrepre-
sentations—do not appear to be wholly untrue.

Moreover in view of the prevailing corruption amongst the
servants, both high and low, of the Company in Bengal in the
early sixties of the eighteenth century, the allegations that hands
of law were often paralysed or justice was often perverted do not
appear improbable. The successful exploits of Lord Clive in Ben-
gal placed the Company in a better position, but it was admittedly
beyond Clive's power to stem the advancing tide of corruption.
The ease and certainty with which money flowed into their pockets
convinced the Company’s men that Bengal was Tom Tidlers ground
and this almost unhinged their minds. If the Company’s ordinary
servants were rapacious, the greed of the Council’s members was
no less pronounced. Commenting on the report of Vansittart
Wilson, observes that in 1763 “the narrow sighted selfishness of
cqmmercial cupidity had rendered all the members of the Council
w1th' the two honourable exceptions of Vansittart and Hastings’
obs.tmately inaccessible to the plainest dictates of reason, justice anci
p.ohcy”.1 In 1765 Clive wrote, “Principles of rapacity ,and oppres-
sion universally prevailed and that every spark of sentiment and

public spirit was lost and extinguished in th
unmerited wealth.”? e unbounded lust of

the g:;r (’:he JumsSiiction of the Mayor’s Court were amenable all
the B Vl\;el?n residents of Calcutta and the members of the Council
. r_ i lam were no exceptions. An adverse decision in a case
myolvmg directly or indirectly any of the members would ce

tainly endanger the dignity and prestige of the Council I\;-
;::o::ler ﬁtihe C?IiﬁcilMitself a corrupted body would attempt.; to ﬁl(;

the olices of the Mayor and Alderman wit

opmlon and implicit obedience and woulc‘livl aﬁf ilils:;ec:f I:vl;iel(';tf
missal any one among them who would prove to be refractory -
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To cap all, the Governor, in the person of Mr. Harry Verelst
who might have exercised a restraining influence over his col-
leagues was himself weak and incapable. In his speech before the
House of Commons in 1772, Lord Clive mentioned his misgivings
which he entertained on handing over the government to Verelst.
“He governed” said Clive, “with too lenient a hand. The too great

tenderness of his disposition I saw and dreaded.”® Verelst's weak-

ness was to a great extent responsible for the indiscretions and
follies of his own colleagues that caused so much trouble for the
Company both at home and at Fort William.

The character and policy of Verelst and his Council has been
discussed at some length in order to appraise properly the Council’s
attitude towards the Mayor’s Court. What however particularly
concerns us is the Council’s alleged attempt to dominate the pro-
ceedings of the Court. There are recorded evidences to prove it.
It appears from the letters written by the Register to the Secretary
that in the years between 1764-69 there were cases of vacancies
occurring very frequently in the office of Alderman and that there
were several instances of persons refusing to accept the office of
Alderman despite the fact that heavy penalties were prescribed by
the Charter for such non-compliance The presumption is that
100 much of executive interference made it difficult for some men
to accept office-men who refused to act as pliant and docile judges.
Whittall, an attorney of the Court, in his appeal against the deci-
sion of the Court asserted that it was hazardous to bring in a suit
if the Governor and Council or any of their favourites had any
interest in it. Besides, those amongst the members of the Court,
who had long been proved to be unfit for the Benches, were allowed
to continue to sit as judges because they happened to be very
obedient to the Council’s orders.

Bolts refers to Verelst’s letter to the Mayor requesting him to
stay proceedings in the case of Parseek Arratoon Vs, Tom Lewis, the
latter person being the defendant and also the accredited agent of
the Company of which Mr. Verelst was a partner.’ The Company
was formed by these partners Tom Lewis, Sykes and Verelst for
the purpose of dealing in salts. Bolts characterises this incident as
a case of oppression by the Governor and the stay order as un-
constitutional. It is possible that the gentleman exaggerates and

3. N. L. Hallward — William Bolts p. 120 Foot Note.
4. Mayor’s Court Letters Copy Book 1764-’69.
5. Bolts’ ‘ Considerations’ Vol. II, p. 162
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distorts facts, but what we learn from Verelst’s own account shows
that his conduct was no less blameworthy.

The case arose out of a dispute with regard to the delivery of
a quantity of Salt at NaltoorS—the delivery of which being demand-
ed by the gomasthas of Lewis and refused by the black merchants
of Nattoor. The matter was referred to the Cutcherry at Nattoor
and an award was given in favour of the purchasing party. It
appears that the bargain was imposed upon the unwilling sellers and
Parseek Arratoon brought a suit against Tom Lewis before the
Mayor’s Court. Verelst deeming his interests jeopardised thereby
requested the Mayor to stay proceedings on the ground that Petruse
Arratoon attorney for Parseek Arratoon had proposed to him for
a second reference.’” Petruse Arratoon after finding fault with
the recording of the depositions of the three witnesses for
Verelst took resort to the Mayor’s Court.? The Court decided in
favour of Parseek Arratoon and passed a decree against Tom Lewis.
The judges however ignored Sealy's request to re-examine the
three witnesses who had been examined by Mr. Bryer. Petruse
Arratoon refused to submit to the arbitration on the grounds that
the depositions had not been taken by the order of the Court and
that they (witnesses) had not been cross-examined.

Verelst admits that violence was used by the men of Tom Lewis
to get the Salt delivered to them but alleges that Parseek Arratoon
had no connection with the salt stored at Nattoor. If this be true it is
very strange that it escaped the notice of the Mayor’s Court. Verelst’s
letter to the Mayor contained no reference to this'fact? The plea
is taken by the Governor only in the petition that was filed on his
behalf in 1770.1% If Verelst was certain that Parseek Arratoon
was maintaining the suit of somebody else, it is inexplicable that
he consented to the Petruse Arratoon’s proposal for a second re-
ference. Verelst's request to the Mayor to stay proceedings was
certainly ill advised as Verelst was apparently not a party to the
suit. He accuses the judges of injustice in as much as they refused
to admit the depositions of three witnesses. ~Most probably the

6. Modern Natore in the district of Rajsahi in Bengal.

7. Verelst—A View of the English Government in Bengal, p, 24.
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Court thought that there was certain material irregularity concern-
ing the way by which the depositions had been recorded and ac-
cordingly rejected the defendant’s prayer. On appeal the Council
confirmed the verdict of the Court. It is hardly possible that while
reviewing the case the Council,!? allowed to pass unnoticed any
act of gross injustice on the part of the judges.

In some cases however the President and Council met with
opposition from the judges. This shows that they were not habi-
tually servile, For instance the Council admitted their inability
to force the Court to issue warrants for the sequestration of the
properties of persons against whom suits had been filed by the
Council and who happened to be residing at that time in England.
The Board at Fort William considered this a great obstacle in the
way of making the offenders disgorge their illgotten, gains and
wrote to the Directors, “We apprehend that scruples will arise in
the Mayor’s Court as to the power of attaching such effects as may
be deposited in the hands of their agents or of the natives.”12 The
difficulty does not appear to have been overcome even in 1773. In
that year Thomas Morris, the Company’s attorney, wrote to the
Board’s secretary, “The apparent Bars to these suits going on, here
in their ordinary course are the Principals not being in this country
and that their representatives cannot be compelled to defend on
their behalf” “The Mayor’s Court,” he added, “will consider
themselves warranted by the Charter of Justice not to suffer Judg-
ment to pass until the opposite parties themselves have reasonable
time given them to have knowledge of the Proceedings sufficient
to answer them.”1®

The case concerning which the judges of the Calcutta Mayor’s
Court refused to concur with the Government's views is that of
Mr. Atkinson. Mr. Atkinson who got permission to go from Fort
Marlborough to China, did not go there and instead came to Bengal
where he was subsequently employed by the Mayor’s Court. The
Bengal Council demanded his dismissal. The Mayor's Court
refused to give him up in compliance with the government de-
mand. “ That as he has conducted himself with propriety ”, wrote
the Court’s Register to Simeon Droz the Board’s Secretary on the

11. Mayor’s Court Records—Some appeals to the Council from the
decisions of the Mayor’s Court.

12. Verelst—A View of the English Government in Bengal Appendix
No. 6, p. 44.

13, Home Dept. Pub, Cons, 15th April 1773 No. 3.
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10th April 1767, “ during the time of his practising in their Court
they apprehend they are not justified in dismissing him .1 On the
14th of April 1767 Simeon Droz informed the Court’s Register
that, ““ the Board never imagined the Court would oppose them in
the execution of any act of their authority nor did they mean to
ask the permission of the Court upon the occasion their view in
requesting the Court would dismiss Mr. Atkinson was to prevent
the business of the Court being interrupted or the Interests of
the Clients being prejudiced by enforcing their orders for Mr.
Atkinson’s return before he had regularly delivered over the
papers of the suits in which he was concerned but since the Court
unmindful of these consequences still persist in continuing him
as one of their officers the Board need no longer be influenced by
such considerations and are therefore determined in such cases in
future to take their own measures”.15 The refusal of the mem-
bers of the Court to dismiss Atkinson came as a surprise to the
Board and the Board considered it necessary to reprimand the
Court for disobedience. But if the Board thought that they could
dismiss an attorney or Alderman hy merely cancelling his license
or declaring him unfit for Company’s services then they were
mistaken. To remove an Alderman was not an easy process and
the Board would have done well by bearing this in mind when
they actually removed Mr. Bolts from office,

Bolts’s picture of the Mayor’s Court becoming an engine of
tyranny and oppression is to some extent overdrawn. The real
state of things is best described by Mr. Long. “The members
of the Mayor’s Court were elected by government from among
government servants, hence they generally concurred with the
government views”.1® The problem of partial distribution of
justice was not of such magnitude as Bolts would have us believe.,
The Council, it seéms, regarded the Mayor’s Court as a wayward
child to be treated with indulgence so long as it conducted itself

well but to be reprimanded when it tried to overstep the limits
to its powers.

The story of the Council’s relations with the Mayor’s Court
during Verelsts rule, however, remains incomplete if we leave out

14. Pub. Procgs 14th April 1767 253-'54 No. 1.

15. Pub. Procgs 14th April 1767 1 ... 254-'55 No. 2 (a) Mr. Atkinson was
not dismissed, for we find him practising in the Mayor’s Court as an attorney
in 1771-—Mayor’s Court Records 1771.

16. Longs—Selections’ xxxi.
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the two indiscretions of the President and Council, one of which
cost them dear and brought upon them the censure of the Direc-
tors. The other one leaves a doubt in the minds of the reader as
to the blameworthiness or otherwise of the Governor himself.
The two incidents that are really worth ten instances in proving
Verelst's rule as weak and oppressive and the Mayor’s Court as
really a servile body are the forcible removal of Mr. Bolts from
the office of Alderman and the proceedings brought against Mr.
George Sparks the attorney by Mr. Harry Verelst.

Mr. William Bolts, a Dutchman entered the service of his
Company in 1759 as a factor. Entirely unembarrassed by any
scruples in his methods of trading Mr. Bolts succeeded within a
very short time in making himself the master of a vast trading
concern and amassing enormous fortunes, The free use which he
made of the authority and prestige attached to his position as a
servant of the Company to further his private ends and his un-
scrupulous conduct in dealing with the natives compelled the
Board to suspend him from service in 1766. On the 11th August
1766 he was appointed the Alderman of the Mayor’s Court, Cal-
cutta.l” The Council and the Company had good cause later on
to rue this extraordinary indiscretion, The decision of the Select
Committee at Calcutta to put a stop to the private trade of Com-
pany’s junior servants led Mr. Bolts to resign from service under
the Company. He expressed his intentions to return to Europe
as soon as he could settle his private concerns. This gave him
time to carry on intrigues with the native rulers and thereby to
cause further discomfiture to the Council. When the Council found
that it would be dangerous to allow Mr. Bolts to stay at Calcutta
any longer they determined on strong measures. They got him
forcibly removed from the seat of Alderman and sent him back
to England against his will. Mr, Bolts on his arrival commenced
actions against the Company. The removal of Bolts from the seat
of Alderman was declared illegal by the Privy Council and he
was ordered to be restored to that office.

That the Council was amply justified in inflicting so severe
a punishment on Mr. Bolts for his contumacy can hardly be dis-
puted. Mr. Bolts had by his nefarious conduct made himself so
odious to almost everybody at Calcutta, that his speedy departure
from the Company’s settlement -as felt to be essential for the

17. N. L. Hallward—William Bolts p. 42.
J. 6
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peace and tranquillity in that province. But the delinquencies of
Bolts should not be pleaded in justification of the means whereby
the Council tried to get rid of him, The Charter of 1753 em-
powered the President and Council to remove an Alderman pro-
vided there was reasonable cause for doing so. It also required
that the Alderman should be given proper facilities to defend him-
self. In the case of Mr. Bolts none of these formalities was ob-
served. The wanton violation of the Charter shows that little
respect was paid by men, in high offices at Fort William to princi-
ples of law and justice.

It is interesting to note the following observations of the
Court of Directors. “The office of the Alderman continues for
life and can be vacated only by voluntary departure or by a
motion for reasonable cause in the judicial manner required by
the Charter. Therefore an Alderman is less dependent on the dis-
cretionary powers of the President and Council than a free mer-

chant whose license is expired or a mere servant who is dismissed
or has resigned.”

“Secondly, it is doubtful whether Mr. Bolts has been duly and
legally removed from his office of Alderman...... It seems clear
that a misbehaviour or misdemeanour as described might be the
foundation of a complaint against him in his corporate capacity
and if fully charged and proved be a reasonable cause for a motion.
But it appears that no steps were taken for that purpose ”. The
summons that were indeed served upon him were defective in not
specially requiring him to show cause why he should not be re-
moved from the office of the Alderman on account of his offence.!®

In their frenzy to uproot an evil which their own indiseretion
and folly had helped to grow and prosper, the Council not only
violated one of the salutary provisions of the Charter but also
acted unconstitutionally in attempting to influence the proceedings
of the Mayor’s Court on the occasion of Mr. Bolts's removal. It
has been alleged by Mr. Bolts that the Governor had several
secret interviews with the Register of the Mayor's Court; the
avowed object of these meetings was to devise ways and means
to get Mr. Bolts removed from the seat of Alderman.

18. N. L. Hallward William Bolts p. 103.
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Calcutta Friday the 9th day of September 1768
At a court held present,
Cornelusis Goodwin Mayor
Mathew Miller
Jeorge Lear
Willian Bolts
Joseph Cator.
Mr. Bolts called upon Mr. John Holme to declare whether he had
received any letter from the President and Council or their Secre-
tary regarding him Mr. Bolts — to which Mr. Holme replied he
had not. Mr. Bolts then twice insisted that he would prove that
Mr. Holme had received such a letter whereupon Mr. Holme
acknowledged that he had received such a letter but as there was
a mistake in it, he had returned it to Mr. Baber, Secretary to the
President and Council to be corrected.

Mr. Holme further in the course of altercation said to Mr. Bolts,
then upon the Bench, “That he Mr. Bolts had no right to sit upon
the Bench as Alderman”.

Mr. Bolts thereupon complained to the Court of this insult
offered to one of their members and moved that votes shoulsl be
taken whether Mr. John Holme should or should not be committed
to prison for contempt of Court.1?

The conduct of the Register was highly updigniﬁed a:md in'de-
corous and was most probably inspired by his al'leged interview
with the Governor. He got the impression from it that he could
insult Mr. Bolts with impunity. But tl}e offence was not o'nly
against Mr. Bolts personally but also against the Bench. In view
of this, the conduct of Goodwin and Miller appear strange. fl‘hey
voted against the resolution that John Holme ought to be punished
for contempt of Court.20

On receipt of a notification from the Px:esident and Council,
the Mayor’s Court took the following 1‘.950111‘&1011 on the.k 13t}% Sep-
tember 1768. “The Court are of opinion that the nof;xﬁcatxon of
the President and Council received this day by Court is grounded
on a power vested in them by the Charter a'nd .that by the afor?-

aid power Mr. William Bolts shall stand dismissed and tpat his
: t ! an Alderman of the Court shall be vacated accordingly ”.
i;:lyasMr Cator appears to have realized the illegality of the

, i i .,
19. Bolts’ ‘Considerations'—Mayor’s Court Proceedings quoted in Vol. T

p. 504, Proceedings of 9th Sept. 1768.
20. Ihid.
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whole proceedings and dissented from the general resolution, To
concede the unqualified power of dismissing an Alderman which
the Council thought they possessed would mean the absolute
surrender to the executive the independence of the Mayor’s
Court. It would be wrong to suppose that Aldermen other than
Mr. Cator were swayed wholly by their personal feelings towards
Mr. Bolts in supporting the resolution, Out of the nine Aldermen
present on that day only two, Killican and Levett, refused to
recognise Bolts’s services to the Court. Majority of the members
refused to challenge the Council’s action even on just grounds for
they were unwilling if not afraid to incur the disfavour of the
Council.2t

Long before his elevation to the office of Alderman in 1766,
Mr. Bolts appears to have earned notoriety for his nefarious acti-
vities and for his wilful defiance of the orders of hig superiors.
The Board at Fort William and the Court of Directors were not
unaware of this fact, Ag early as 1763-64 the Court of Directors
wrote, “The conduct and bchaviour of Mr. William Balts, a
factor, falling next under our consideration, they appear so far as
he was connected with Messrs, Johnstone and Hay to be very im-
proper, He appears likewise to have been guilty of irregular prac-
tises in respect of carrying on his private trade, let him becalled
into Council and reprimanded according to his deserts inform him,
if his conduct is not more satisfactory for the future we shall dis-
miss him from the service ”. This however did not influence the
Board when they appointed him second in Council at the factory
at Benares. Mr. Bolts was a man of undoubted capacity but this
was undone by one great vice — his inordinate lust for money.
He quarrelled with the Chief Mr. Marriott over the dispute with
regard to his share in the illegitimate profit out of the Mint and
was recalled. Subsequently he was allowed to return to Benares
in private capacity but he showed no disposition to regard the
Board’s limitation of his period of residence, On the 28th of July
1766 the Board informed Mr. Sage at Benares that if Bolts did not
return to Calcutta by the 28th August, he would be dismissed.
Modifying this order, they observed that though he would be syus-
rended from the 28th August 1766 yet the suspension would be
taken off if he returned to Calcutta by the 10th October.2 OQp

21. Mayor's Court Proceedings quoted in Bolts’ “Considerationg” Vol. 111,
Appendix Proccedings of 13th September 1768,
22, Hallward — William Bolts, p. 35,
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the 11th August 1766 Mr, Bolts while he was actually under this
order of suspension at that time was appointed Alderman or judge
of the Mayor’s Court. Verelst says that he was appointed in the
month of November. But this is a very inaccurate statement. 2
The Court of Directors observed : “It is indeed a matter of asto-
nishment to us that Mr. Bolts who was under a sentence of sus-
pension in August 1766 should during that period be elevated into
the office of Alderman by the President and Council .2 What
really prompted them to commit this indiscretion is beyond our
comprehension. If they hoped that by conferring the office of
Alderman on him they would be able to bridle his lust for money
and passion for intrigue, they were, as subsequent .events sh.owed,
grievously mistaken. If they wanted to reward him for his un-
doubted ability, any office othér than that of an Alderman would
have been a better choice. For elevation of Bolts to the office of
Alderman placed him beyond the reach of the discretionary powers
of the President and Council and it is not improbable that he
resigned the Company’s service in November 1766 in order to avail
himself of the benefit of this distinction,

Mr. Bolts was undoubtedly a very ubhappy choice. The
Board were well aware of his antecedents and his appointment
cannot be regarded as accidental, The presumption that naturally
arises is that no strict principle was followed in the matter of
appointing men to the offices of Aldermen and M;i\yor’. The
whole affair reveals not only lamentable lack of perspicacity and
determination on the part of the Council but also the presence of
a general indifference on the part of the Council and the Court
towards the proper administration of justice and strict observance

of law.

Bolts’s departure from India however could 'not fully saftisfy
the Governor’s desire for revenge. Not only did the Preezldent
and Council refuse to assist Bolts’s att.orneys to settle Bolts’s ac-
counts with the Company but they tried to nr.xake a clean sweep
of everybody who was in any way connected with that unfortunate
gentleman. This is evident from the letters se.nt by George Sparks
to Mr. Bolts (who was then in England) in one of which ~he
wrote, “ To set forth your grievances li held spurning at authority
and a remonstrance is deemed a libel "5 George Sparks was an

23. Ibid. p, 127, Foot Note.
24. Ibid. p. 165. .
25, Bolts’ ‘Considerations’ Vol, III, Appendix.
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attorney of the Mayor’s Court and he was a victim of this type
of persecution. His case bears out the remark of Whittall that
there were instances of private application made by the Governor
and Council for the dismission of attorneys against whom they
had * any pique or animosity ”.

On the 8th November 1768 Verelst wrote to the Mayor's Court
“As I am informed that Mr, George Sparks one of the attorneys
of your Court proposes resigning of his employment in a short
time, I cannot with injustice to my own character and being want-
ing in my duty to the public defer any longer my laying before
you my complaint against hiin and vequest your examination of
the Case ”.

“On the 23rd day of August last the said George Sparks filed
a bill in your Court with his name subscribed and indorsed for
William Bolts Complainant against Edward Baber, defendant
which contains a most infamous and scandalous libel against me.
They were drawn up, filed and published .. .. .. by Mr. Bolts with
an intent to defame me and not with any intention of carrying on
the cause with effect...... for the said George Sparks acquainted
the Court that he would proceed no further therein”.26 George
Sparks in reply asserted that in the bill referred to by Verelst
there was not one single charge against the Governor of any kind
whatever.,

Mr, Verelst in his letter to the Mayor’s Court did not specify
what in the bill actually constituted a libel against him. Besides
he ought to have known that the Court could not act on a mere
letter from him. The best way to bring matter to the notice of
the Court would have heen to file a bill of complaint setting forth
the charges against George Sparks.

This laches on the part of the Governor did not affect his case.
The judges were all compliance in considering this enough for a
bill of complaint and called upon the unfortunate attorney to
answer the charges, The request of George Sparks that copies of
the letter might be granted to him was refused and Cornelius
Goodwin went out of his way to inform Mr. Sparks that it *“ was
time enough for him to know what he was charged with”., This
was quite in keeping with Goodwin’s character for that gentleman

26. Bolts’ Considerations Vol. III, Appendix p. 561. Verelst refers to
another bill of complaint filed by George Sparks.

.MAYOR’S COURT IN THE DAYS OF VERELST 265

had earned the esteem of the Board at Calcutta for his extraordi-
nary zeal for their cause and inspite of many of his indiscretions
had not by that time been dismissed.

Pressure was, however, brought to bear upon Mr. Sparks. He
had to cancel his passage, which he had previously arranged for,
to England, and to pay a forfeit to Mr. Rice the Captain of the
Ship. He at last wrote to the Mayor. ‘“If either by this mistake
or by any other particular of my conduect, I may have incurred
the censure of this Hon’ble Court and the resentment of the said
Harry Verelst I humbly hope both you and that gentleman will
of your great clemency, impute it to inattention rather than design
and that will favourably distinguish a sin of ignorance from a
wilful and premeditated crime”.% '

What we know of George Sparks from the Mayor's Court
Records shows that he was not quite incapable of committing the
offence complained of by Mz, Verelst. But what is condemnable
is the way in which the Governor proceeded against the attorney.
It smacks of the same hostile spirit that characterises the attitude
of the Counci] towards some of the predecessors of George Sparks.
Besides, if the facts set forth by the Attorney in his letter to
Mr. Bolts dated 2-1-1771 be true, we have every reason to doubt
the integrity of the Governor who has otherwise been praised by
Clive and others. In that letter Sparks informed Bolts that he
thought it prudent to listen to some overtures made him on the
part of Mr. Verelst by Mr. Killican who told him that Mr. Verelst
had no design to injure or prejudice him and that his honour re-
quired a concessionary answer. Mr. Sparks further stated that his
Garden House was to be bought hy Mr. Verelst and the Registry
of the Mayor’s Court would be given to him in return. But strange-
ly enough as soon as it was vacant, it was given to May.

This conduct of Mr, Verelst, though highly reprehensible, can-
not be regarded as an isolated event in as much as corruption and
intrigue was so rampant in those days. We get an insight into
the condition prevailing at that time from the following
sentences : —

*Public spirit is utterly unknown among us...... we are
all slaves...... we are all bankrupts, He is reckoned a
monied man and an excellent paymaster who can discharge
a bill of 1000 rupees in a month after it is due ™.

27. Bolts' “Considerations” Vol. III, Appendix p. 571
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The end of George Sparks is indeed very pathetic. *“ The
day 1 resigned my employment I thought myself worth ten
thousand pounds, I am now not worth as many cowries. Infirm
of body and declining towards the eve of life I write this on board
an old sloop in the Sundree Bunds in which I am driving about
to get a little rice and curry for myself and family after upwards
of thirty years sojourning in India when I might reasonably have
hoped to close a busy bustling life in tranquillity and repose .28

Verelst must be held responsible for the ruin of this un-
fortunate attorney which his desire for vengeance had brought
about, One gets the impression that the wrath of the Governor at
Calcutta was all consuming and sent to utter ruin one who fell
knowingly or unknowingly a victim to it and that considerations
of law and justice had no place in the minds of the man in power
bent on revenge.

28. Bolts' “Considerations” Vol. III, Appendix. Letter of George Sparks
to Mr. Bolts dated 20th February 1773.

The Last Phase of the Siege of Multan Based
Entirely Upon the Issues of Qiran-us-Sadain *

(December 1848 and January 1849)

BY
K. SasaNwaL, M.A.

On the outbreak of the rebellion of 1848, Ram Sing son of
Wazir of Nurpur one of the small hill States had collected a large
army from the neighbouring Jamu Hills. He suddenly crossed the
Ravi and threw himself upon the unoccupied Fort of Shahpur.
That very night he received a congratulatory deputation from the
neighbouring chiefs and proclaimed by the usual beat of drums
that the English Rule had ceased leaving Maharaja Dalip Singh as
the paramount power with Rajah Jaswant Sing and he himself
as his ministers, When Ram Sing took up his position at Nurpur,
Charles Saunders Deputy Commissioner at Hushiarpur arrived at
the place. He was followed by Barnes. After augmenting addi-
tional force they stormed the fort and captured a large hooty,
while Ram Sing escaped to the Sikh army which was encamping at
Rasul.

During his occupation of the hills at Rasul, he was joined by
a large band of soldiers Ram Sing persuaded Rajah Sher Sing to
give him two regiments each of 500 strong with that and other
forces he made his appearance for the second time on the hills
and took up his position within the British Territory. He was
staying at Shahpur with Ganda Sing. On 3rd January 1849, ac-
cording to various reports, he had with him about 1000 to 3000
soldiers. In the meantime there arose a quarrel between the soldiers
and the sardars which led to a quarrel between Ram. Singh and
Ganda Sing also. Ram Sing ejected Ganda Sing, who accompanied
by one hundred soldiers left the camp. When Lt. Hudson learnt
that Ganda Sing left for Jasrat, situated between Dinanagar and
Pathankot, Hudson accompanied by Lumsdon, covered the
distance in quick marches and reached it.

*For description of Qiran-us-Sadain, read, K. Sajanlal’s paper, “The
Pre-Mutiny newspapers,” published, ILH.R.C. Proceedings, Vol. XIX, 1942,
pp. 130-81.

J. 1
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Ramu, on hearing about the movements of the Sikhs, marched fast
from Hushiarpur to Mokriyan on the 24th November, where he
added some more forces to his army and attacked the Sikhs en-
camped at Dinapur on 26th. The Sikhs retreated hastily and John
Lawrence returned to Mokriyan on 27th.

In the meantime news flared up that the Rajah Mahal Murian
Rajah Sarmodha Chand had revolted and captured Sera Sarkar.
So also another news item reported that Raja Omid Sing Jaswan-
walla and other petty Chieftain of the lower Swaliks had revolted.
A day earlier it was also announced that Bikaram Singh of Bedi

had also rebelled.

John Lawrence moved fast towards Jaswandun and on 2nd
December attacked the Rajah Omid Sing at Abal and his son at
Akhrot. The fort was razed to the ground and Omid Sing and
his son who were captured were deported to Kamoan. Raja
Dattarpur and his son were also taken prisoner.

Bede of Una who rose in revolt had under him some fort north
of Hushiarpur. John Lawrence marched against him and gave
him a battle. Bede could not stand the charge of the English
soldiers, moved as fast as possible, and escaped with his 200 soldiers
from Ramu crossed the Bias and joined Sher Sing. With this,
ended campaigns of John Lawrence which lasted for about a
fortnight and enabled him to keep Jalandar at peace.?

Another item of news informs us about the movements of
Jacob’s Cavalry to Seethalmar, which captured a few camels of the
Sikhs at a loss of the lives of two soldiers. It was on the 18th Decem-
ber 1848, soldiers of the Eleven Regiment and the Third Infantry
occupied the mound and ascended over it in the city of Multan.
Brisk arrangements were then made on the 19th and 21st for
capturing the fort of Multan. The correspondent reports that a
few Banias who were found supplying provisions to Mulraj, were
caught. The correspondent of Qiran-us-Sadain says that the
editor of Delhi Gazette suggested that these banias should be

hanged as a warning to others.
Mulraj, it was reported, had started constructing boats, perhaps
to steal a passage for safety in case of emergency.

2. Qiran-us-Sadain, 1st Jan. 1849, Vol. 4, Issue 1 p. 12,
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It was reported that upto 12th December, the Sikhs failed to
Fapture Attock from Major Abbot who was successful in holding
1t against heavy odds.3

.Jaulai Sahai the Wazir of the Maharajah Gulab Singh accom-
pamgd by some nobles arrived at Lahore, where the Resident
received them with warm welcome,

Another item of news informed that Thomeson had arrived
at Lahore with the Diwan from Tibet.

_Lord Gough, the Commander-in-chief’s army left Chatuli and
arrl.ved at Janki 3 miles near Thackwell’s camp. The Sikh army
stationed at Mung on the hank of the Bias, says the correspondent,
perhaps left the place or was likely to quit the place. This was due
to the bickering and quarrels among the Sardars and soldiers.
The army did not want to move from the place while the Sardars
liked to quit it ag early as possible.

The Multan correspondent says that the Surang and Murchal
were nearly Cf)mpleted. Stretchers and coolies were urgently
?:aeged.th As Hmd'ustani'bearers refused to clear snow from the
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a digtance. There are other letters of the same date by other
correspondents, some of whom were eye-witnesses to the siege.

The operations at Multan which had been delayed pending
the arrival of the Bombay troops were at length resumed on the
27th December 1848. The siege of Multan was carried on with
utmost vigour by General Whish. The cannonade kept by the
Bombay artillery was incessant as well as destructive, Mulraj
too returned the compliment with equal vigour,

But before the fury of the battering-train of the English, wall
after wall crumbled. The suburbs were taken after a great fight—a
hand to hand fight, Breaches in the fortification were effected and
the powder magazine in the fort was blown up on 30th December.
Although the town of Multan was stormed and the British flag
was hoisted on 2nd January 1849, the fort still held out and the
courageous Mulraj showed no signs of surrender so long as a wall
was left standing.

Let the various news-writers speak for themselves about what
they saw of the final phase of the siege of Multan.

On the 31st December, breaches were effected near the Delhi
and Bhuhavir Gate ; these gates were damaged badly. As even-
ing was fast approaching the assault was deferred to the next
day. One English shell accidentally hit the ammunition magazine,
situated in between Jamai-Masjid and the palace of Mulraj. The
magazine was blown up with a thundering roar. The fire spread
and its soaring tongues were visible to a great distance of about
100 miles or 50 koss. It was at a time when the English officers
were enjoying their dinner. They felt highly elated to see the
sorry plight of their enemy. The armies which surrounded the
fort of Multan were kept at a safe distance away from the range

of fire of Mulraj’s guns.

A party of the Khalsa tried in vain to attack the English but
they were forced to retreat into the fort. The garrison of the fort
welcomed them with abuses and showered rubbish and stones on

them; they were even called cowards.

Mulraj suffered heavily from this conflagration. His gran-
naries were burnt and he lost his near relatives who were burnt

to ashes.

4. Qiran-us-Sadain, Jan. 9, 1849, Vol. 4 Issue No. 2.
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Another letter dated 6th January 1849, describes the events.
On the 4th January 1849, the Bombay troops assembled on the
Northern side of the fort of Multan, A large batch of Multanis
tried to come out of the fort, they were repulsed by the Bombay
troops and so they heat a hasty retreat.

Mulraj sent his vakils to General Whish and Edwardes with
terms of surrender. But the General refused to accept surrender
on any terms.

The correspondent reports that in the evening it was rumoured
that a large party of soldiers 900 strong consisting of 570 Rohillas
and 400 Gurkhas were expected to move out of the fort to attack
the English. However till now (upto the time of writing the des-
patch) they had not shown their faces. The firing stopped at
3 o'clock in the evening,

Another letter dated 7Tth January 1849 speaks thus : —

. One of our Surany is nearly completed. The soil of Multan
is very suitable for this purpose. The guns of Mulraj remained
silent for the whole night. Therefore, taking advantage of
their silence we moved our six guns of 18 pathi, to an advanced
post. With the dawn of day the guns started booming from the
fort, but it did not rain bullets fast and thick as it did yesterday.
The bullets were of poor quality and of inferior make and as such
they could not inflict much havoe to our side. They grazed nearby,

a;nd }:wo sepoys near Safar Mina side of the fort succumbed to
eath,

Still another letter describes it thus:—

It was yesterday that the ammunition dump caught fire, Its
huge flames shot high up in the sky, lit the atmosphere. We could

fe:etn see this great conflagration, far away and from outside the
rt.

Thls morning we were happy to see the fire still raging, This
morning (to-day) we moved nearer to the fort and gained some
ground. We are 80 yards from the dyke of the fort. Our mining
arrangements which have been delayed so long, are ready to-day
We fear that the Shah Tabraiz mosque will not be able to beax"
its devastating effects, and shocks. Perhaps it may tumble down.

At 2 p.m. the guns of Mulraj were harassing us. Our battery
of guns have now been fixed at strategic points. No doubt our
shelling will effect the dyke and the ramparts of the fort.
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We are now much troubled and harassed by the officers of the
Political Department, We hear that the looted property which
was to be sold by auction, is to be sent to the Darbar at Lahore.
How could we believe that the mules and horses taken in loot
are to be auctioned.®

We think that this auction sale of animals will fetch a good
price. Provision has become dearer, as the prices have shot up.
Prices will not come down, till Multan falls.

In another letter, the corresondent describes the havoe done
by the ignition of the ammunition dump. Yesterday at 3 p.m. I
saw, says the correspondent, that fire was raging with full force
and fury and has done great damage to Mulraj's stores etc.

Last night Mulraj did not give us much trouble, and hence
we passed the night in peace.

From morning till evening, we witnessed the garrison of the
fort busy in making repairs to the dyke and the breaches of the
fort. Hundreds of Mulraj’s men were moving up and down
repairing the damages caused by our guns. Our shells have not
dispersed them. Yesterday one sepoy of the 10th Royal Regiment
while on duty near Neeli Mosque succumbed to enemy shots. The
big gun of Mulraj has appeared again on the fort wall to harass
us. It gave us pretty good trouble at Daulat Gate.

Mulraj, has 4 or 5 guns of 3 or 4 pathi (size of bore) which
harasses us. We are now 50 or 60 yards near the dyke.

Two or three companies of 60th Royal Regiment are always
alert to reply to the firing from the fort guns. But Mulraj’s guns
and soldiers have a great advantage over us. They hide them-
selves in the breaches of the ramparts; although our guns are
alert. Whenever any one tries to show out his face or body,
our guns welcome him with fire, which keeps the enemy

embarrassed.
At 3 p.m. the enemy guns stopped firing.

The news of the outbreak of Multan had reached Henry
Lawrence in England in October 1848. He reached Bombay in
early December and on the 14th he arrived at Hyderabad (Sind),

from where he took the steamer for Sukkar and pushed up on the

5. Ibid.
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Indus to the scene of action with the characteristic rapidity. He
was accompanied by Col. Bradshaw. He arrived at Multan on
28th December. The news correspondent says that since his arrival
Henry Lawrence had a busy time. He was moving up and down,
with General Whish, watching the progress of the siege and
encouraging the officers.

The correspondent pays him a well deserved iribute. Henry
Lawrence after a strenuous Journey, says the correspondent, could
have taken rest which he richly deserved. But look at his sense
of duty to his people, that he preferred to be on the spot to watch
and help them, and never bothered about his rest. Would our
Indian officials under similar circumstances show such zeal for
work., No—No —they would never care about—and why ?
because they have no love of their country. He pleads that the
Indian officials should emulate his (Lawrence) noble example.

He also pays a tribute to the work of Brigadier® Whish.

Henry Lawrence left Multan on the 2nd January 1849. He
arrived at Bhagalpur on the 3rd and moved to Ferozpur. On the
4th of the same evening he moved towards the camp of the
Governor-General. On the 6th he saw the Governor-General at
Maku. Here he informed him of the good news of the fall of the
city of Multan,

It was on 21st January 1849 counter scarp was blown up and
two practical breaches were made in the solid hill faced by brick
work which had so long defied the continuous efforts of the miners
and gunners. The garrison which had suffered from want of sup-
plies began to waver and as said earlier, Mulraj sent his vakils to
General Whish, offering to surrender his fort, if his life was
spared. But the offer being conditional was rejected.

It was on 21st January 1849, when every thing was ready for
the final assault, that Mulraj to the surprise of all promised to
surrender himself unconditionally. It was at 9 am. on 22nd Janu-

ary that he and his brave sardars came and surrendered them.-
selves.

Though Mulraj carried on his resistance his strength was fail-
ing. Even letters dated 20th January speak of his weakening
position but the fact still remains that the English were expecting
that Mulraj would continue to defy them for a longer time.

6. Ihd
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These letters inform us that Mulraj was still holding fast to a
losing game but Sher Singh (about whom a lot of stuff is published
by the Qiran-us-Sadain) had 10 times more soldiers than Mulraj,
was another headache for the English. Sher Singh met a defeat on
13th at Mung leaving 37 guns. The correspondent says that Sher
Singh would have been captured had it not been for the bad
weather and dusk. The editor assures his readers that if General
Whish had made up his mind he would have conquered the fort
of Multan earlier, but he did not like to see the slaughter of the

enemy’s soldiers.?

We revert back to Henry Lawrence. It must be admitted on
all hands that his beneficial influence had made itself felt
even before his posthaste return to Multan. The Sikhs had not
been slow to see that the outbreak had followed soon after his
departure and they hoped that his return might be the signal for
pacification and peace. Some how or other these feelings of the
Sikhs reached Dalhousie.

Dalhousie decided that he should not tolerate any meddling
from Henry Lawrence. As a matter of fact Henry Lawrence’s
arrival at Multan was not at all liked by the Governor-General
who had his misgivings about the soft hearted policy of Henry
Lawrence. So Dalhousie took the first opportunity to give him
a bit of his mind. In his letter to Lawrence, he writes “ There are
strong rumours current that if you should arrive anywhere near
Multan before the operations against that fortress are renewed
and completed, Diwan Mulraj means to surrender himself to
you. I have no doubt whether that you would not receive him,
or act in any public capacity whatever at present. ... ... I have
to inform you that I will grant no terms whatever to Mulraj, nor
listen to any proposal but unconditional surrender ”.8

This is another reason why Mulraj arrived and surrendered
himself true to his word like a gentleman even though he had 4000
soldiers with him.

We have utilised only January 1849 issues of Quiran-us-
Sadain for this paper. Although other contemporary news-
papers deal with this subject, we have avoided them, lest the
paper should become a lengthy one.

7. Ibid.

8. Vide, J. J. Mc Loed Innes, Sir Henry Lawrence, p. 109,
J. 8
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One also comes across items of news about Rani Jindhan and
her petition which covers 2 pages, describing her appeal for release
on Habeas Corpus and the editorial comments upon it.

The news items of Peshawar and Nepal adds much to our

interest. The paper’s opinion shows how the British Government -

was feeling anxious when the Maharaja arrived at Gadharbani
with a large force for Shikar. Thus, the news-paper keeps its
readers well informed of the day-to-day news.

The Banas in South Indian History *
BY

T. V. MauaLincam, M.A., D.LiTT,,
Reader in Indian History and Archaeology,

University of Madras
Lecture 11

Vijaydditya II Prabhuméru (c. 895-910)

Vijayaditya II Prabhumeéru who is mentioned in an inscrip-
tion as the son of Vana Vidyadhara and his queen Mahadévi Adigal
alias Marakam Adigal!?® succeeded to the throne about A.D. 895.
Some inscriptions mention him as Mahabali Vanarasa Vijayaditya
Viracilamani Prabhuméru.!? Since his inscriptions range from
S 820 to S. 831 it may be taken that he ruled at least between
A.D. 898 and 909. It is of interest to note that unlike in the case
of the earlier rulers of the dynasty the inscriptions of this Vijaya-
ditya are dated in the Saka era and not in the regnal years. As has
been said earlier the Pallava power was in its last years even dur-
ing the closing period of the reign of Vikraméditya I. It came to
an end by the time of the accession of Vijayaditya II and hence
the new Bana ruler appears to have become an independent ruler
himself and started the practice of dating his inscriptions in the

Saka era.

The life of Vijayaditya was one of unceasing fight with his
enemies. Even during the life time of his father he had taken
» leading part in the fight for Pulinadu. Towards the close of his
reign also he had to fight against his adversaries.’ 11.1 th? l.ast
definitely known year of the king '(S. 831—{&.1?. 909) an 1_nsf:r1pt10n
from Manigatta Gollarahalli mentions Be]ayl_tta (Vllayfldlty-a 1)
Banarasa and refers to a battle at Mulkéd in which one!®

» A course of lectures delivered under the Sankara Parvathi Endow-
ment in the University of Madras, 1950-'51. The first lecture was published
in the Journal of Indian History, Vol. XXIX, August, 1951.

125. EI, XI, p. 2271 D.

126. EC. X, Mb. 229.
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Kasavayya died fighting against the enemies. An inscription of
the next year S. 832 (A.D. 910) engraved on a hero stone at
Chendattur mentions the death of a Mavali Vanarayar «alics
Kudipari tandikkamanar of Adaiyaru nadu residing in Igalmarai-
mangalam in a caltle raid at the place.! Another inscription
engraved on another hero stone in the samme place, but bearing no
date, records that the brother-in-law of the person mentioned
above also fell in the raid.!® It has been suggested that the
Mavali Vanarayar mentioned above was the same as Bana
Vijayaditya IL1 It is not known under what circumstances these
skirmishes took place in A.D. 909-10 in the Bana country. If a
sgrmise is possible they were probably in connection with an inva-
sion of the Cola country by the Rastrakiita king Krsna Il soon
after the accession of Parantaka. The circumstances that led to
the invasion appear to be as follows: — It seems that Paran-
taka’s father Aditya I married a daughter of the Rastrakita king
Krsna IT (c. 879-912) and had a son by her, Aditya Kannéradéva
by name. But when Parantaka, son of Aditya apparently by
another wife, succeeded to the throne in 907 A.D. Krsna IT bore
an ill-will towards the new Céla king, It is therefore ]:ust likely
that Krsna II would have undertaken a campaign against Paran-
taka with the help of the Bana ruler, probably Vijayaditya.l3!
Very possibly in the course of the fight that could have taken
place within the Bana territory Vijayaditya II lost hig life.

Vikramaditya II (910-16)

Vik_raméditya, the son of Vijayaditya II succeeded to the
t?lrone in A.D. 910, but he was not destined to rule for a long
time. The independence which the Banas secured towards the
close of the ninth century was short lived, for within a few ;/ears
of the accession of Vikramaditya II the Banas were “ uprooted by

128. 168 of 1921.
129. 169 of 1921.
130. J. O. R,, 1931, p. 308,

. 131. The historical appendix to the Uttarapurdna which was completed
in §. 808‘ (A.D. 906) represents the elephants of the .Réstrakﬁta kin xtnpl'f .
gone as far as south as Kumari and enjoyed the cool silade in the gfor: tavi
gap(;a C]om.orl.n. (Altekar, The Rastrakutas and their times, p. 97 fn. 52; ‘;
isv1d eefix';]tit)'e 1tth;st tz}rllly Raé s(;z:]\;(_a?tional.praiseé for from the available evidence it.
asirakuta empire under Krsna II did not extend in the
south beyond Banavase Twelve T . int
?verdrawn account it may possiblyh?)‘:sstl:lft'en ’g‘;u%ll:e t::wwggi; ceont*'m-ls s
invaded by the Réstrakita king soon after the accession of Pa'réntr:\llrc): eI "
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force” by a Cola Parakesari identified with Vira Narayana Paran-
taka (907-953) son of Aditya,

Mention has been made above that as soon as Parantaka suc-
ceeded to the Céla throne, his kingdom was invaded by Rastra-
kuta Krsna II assisted by Bana Vijayaditya in the course of which
the latter died. It is possible that the Cola emperor led a cam-
paign into the Bana kingdom soon after in order to punish the
Banas for their help to Rastrakiita Krsna II. A number of inscrip-
tions throw light on Parantaka’s conquest of the Bana kingdom.
The Sholinghur rock inscription of the ninth year of a Para-
kesari, who was doubtless Parantaka I, mentions that the Ganga
prince Prthvipati 1I Hastimalla won a distinction in a battle fought
at Vallala which may be identified with Tiruvallam in the Gudi-
yattam taluq in the North Arcot district and thus vindicated “ his
fitness for the possession of a particle of the sun,” ie, his position
as a feudatory of the Cola king who belonged to the solar race.
For this service he was conferred the title of Banadhiraja (Lord of
the Banas) by Parintaka!3? The Udayéndiram plates of the
fifteenth year again of Parakésarivarman Pardntaka I mention the
defeat of two Bana rulers and a Vaidumba chief, and the handing
over of the Bana kingdom to the Ganga chieftain Prthvipati II, as
a result of which he came to be called “Sembiyan Mahabali Béna-
rasa” apparenily meaning “ he who was appointed Mahabali Bana-
raja by the Céla king.”13 Though the Udayéndiram plates do not
give the name of the place where the Banas were defeated, it is
possible it was Vallala where Ganga Prthvipati II distinguished
himself according to the Sholinghur inscription. The fact that the
battle was fought even before A.D. 913 is indicated by an inscrip-
tion at Pullamangai in the Tanjavar district in which Prthvipati II
is referred to as Sembiyan Mahabali Banaraya.!¥ The Kanyiku-
mari inscription of the seventh year of the Céla king Vira Rajén-
dradéva (A.D. 1069) says that Parantaka earned the title of Vira
Cola by his victory over Krsnaraja (Rastrakuta Krspa II) and
chronologically describes it after his conquest of Madhurai which
took place in his third regnal year!® The Sholinghur inscription
also credits him with the title of ‘ Vira Cola’ in one place, and in
another place towards its end it says that his Ganga feudatory also

132. EI, 1V, pp. 221-4.

133. S1I, 11, No. 76, also EL, XV, p. 50.
134. EI, XXVI, pp. 112-15.

135. Trav. Arch. Series, III, p. 143, v. 58.
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assumed that title.'  All these pieces of evidence point to the fact
that within a few years after his accession Parantaka I invaded the
Bana kingdom with the help of Prthvipati II, and when Rastra-
kata Krsna II came south to help the Banas against the Cola
invader, defeated both of them in the battle of Vallila mentioned
above. It is however inexplicable how this significant achieve-
ment of the Cola emperor is not mentioned in other important
Cola records like the Anbil, Leyden and Tiruvalangadu copper
plates.'¥”  The immediate result of the battle was an accession in
the power and influence of Prthvipati 1. Besides being the ‘ Lord
of Nandi or Nandigiri’ he assumed the titles of ‘Lord of Parivi-
puri’ king of the people of Parivi (Parivaiyarkon) and began to
use the banner of a black buck and the crest of the bull13% It
is thus evident that like his connections who became Pallavas,
Prthvipati II turned himself regularly into a Bana.”'® The new
political relationship between Prthvipati II and Parantaka [ was
so close, that, according to the Udayéndiram grant of the latter,
at the request of his Ganga feudatory, the Céla emperor converted
in the 15th ycar of his reign the village of Kadakkattur with
Udayasandiramangalam (Udayéndiram) into a brahmadeya which
was thereafter to be called Viranarayanaccéri after one of his own
titles.

Though the Udayéndiram plates state that Parantaka defeated
the two Bana rulers they do not say who they were, or if they
were defeated in one battle or in different battles. Very pro-
bably the two Bana rulers were Vikramaditya II himself and his
son Vijayaditya III the latter of whom bears the biruda Pugalvip-
pavarganda meaning ‘ the disgracer of vain-glorious kings’ or ‘ the
disgracer of those who cause themselves to be praised undeserved-
ly1 The details contained in the Udayéndiram grant of
Prthvipati II and the Sholinghur rock inscription of Paran-
taka I regarding the coup de grace of the Banas are after
all exaggerated accounts. It is just possible that the Banas
after their defeat by A.D. 915-16 submitted to Parantaka and

136. EI, IV, pp. 221-24.

137. See E.I, XXVI, pp. 112-15. for a note on the battle of Vallala by
the late A. S. Ramanatha Ayyar.

138. SII, II, p. 389; EI, IV. pp. 224-5. Among the new titles of the
Ganga ruler were Krsnadhvajah, Padivaipuryadhipa, Vrsanka paisdca dundu-
bhir ayyudhi and Nandingtha (IA, XIII, p. 190).

139. EI, V, p. 162

140. EIL, 111, pp. 77 and 79.
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became his subordinate, and as a result of the new situa-
tion Prthvipati II was made some sort of an overlord of
the Banas. It is equally possible that after the de‘feat of
the Bana ruler, a part of his territory was wrested from his hands
and handed over to Prthvipati, himself left to rule over a.smaller
bit of his kingdom. But we do not hear anything about him after
his defeat at the hands of Parantaka.

According to the Udayéndiram grant of Vikramaditya II¥ Vik-
ramaditya II had a son called Vijayaditya who bore the title of
Pugalvippavarganda. He is described as widely known am.i un-
bearable to his opponents. His relationship with the Colas is not
however clearly known. The title Pugalvippavarqanda assumed
by him was one that was had by some Cola feuc?atorles. .i.n fche tenth
century. For instance, it was borne by one Ariyar RAJad'lttan, tl:e
brother-in-law of Parantaka’s son Rajadityadéva by his wife Ma_lr}a-
déviadigal. ¥ Again the father of a Vira Cola a feudatory. of Raja-
raja the Great is known to have borne that title 142 _If'an inference
may be drawn from this Cola title borne by Vijayad-ltya III also,
it may be presumed that he was a feudatory of Paréintaka I, f"nd
the Cola conquest of the Bana kingdom did not mean the extinc-
tion of the Bana dynasty.

Vikramaditye 111

The last known ruler of the dynasty was Vijayabahu Vikra-
maditya III described in his Udayéndiram plates as the de.ar fr%end
of Krsnaraja (Krsnardjapriyah).4® Dr. Hultzsch has identified
this Krsnarija with Krsna III of the Ragtrakita dynasty who .ruled
between 940 and 956. The reason for Vikramaditya III claiming
close friendship with Krsna III is not far to seek. For-generations
the Bana kings had been on terms of subordinate alliance with the
Rastrakiitas. Both of them resisted Parantaka’s aggressions in the
north and were signally defeated in the battle of Vallila. When
vVikramaditya IT was treated rather rudely by Parantaka by being
snatched away of a part of his kingdom which was given to Prth-
vipati II, who was made an intermediary between himself and the
Bana for the territory and being made his own subordinate for the
rest of his kingdom, Vijayaditya III and Vikramaditya II1 must
have been fretting and chafing against their new masters. Under

141, 363 of 1902; EI, VII, p. 134,
142. 19 of 1890; EI, IV, p. 139.
143. EL, OI, pp. 77 and 79.
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such circumstances the friendship between Vikramaditya 111 and
Krsna HI is understandable. Very probably the Bana ruler who
was rankling against the reduction in the position and power of his
dynasty sought the help of Krsna III against Parantaka. The help
seems Lo have been actually given in 949 as will be seen from
what follows.

From about A.D. 940 the political condition in the debated
area was something like this, Prthvipati II, the loyal Ganga feuda-
tory of Parantaka I died about that year leaving behind him no
successor, his son Vikkianna having died earlier. Bhatuga of the
main Ganga iine who had murdered his elder brother Raca-
malla II and usurped his kingdom gained control over the region
of Prthvipati II also. He had married Révaka, the sister of the
Rastrakata Krsna III and helped in securing the throne from an
usurper. Thus Bhituga was a close relation and a good ally of
Krsna. To that extent the position of Parantaka was not strong
in the north-western part of his kingdom. As said earlier there
was no love lost between the Céla king and the Béana and Vai-
dumba chieftains, who having been curtailed of their power, sought
the help of the Rastrakata king, Premonitions of the coming
storm were seen even so early as 936, an inscription of which year
records the death of a warrior who was killed after he had
recovered some cattle which the Perumanadigal (the Ganga ruler)
had seized at Mukkuttur.!* Parantaka’s son Rajaditya was appoint-
ed Viceroy over the northern part of the Cola empire to check the
movement of the enemies into the Céla territory, In 949 Krsna III
led an expedition into the Céla country, but his advance farther
south was resisted by Rajaditya and a severe battle took place
between them at Takkodlam six miles to the east of Arkonam in
the North Arcot district. Krsna III was ably helped in the battle
by the Ganga Bhiituga II who in the midst of the fight killed Raja-
ditya by piercing him with his arrow while he was fighting from
his elephant. For this act, the Ganga ruler was rewarded by the
grant of the districts of Banavase Twelve Thousand and Belvola
Three Hundred 5 After his success at Takkélam Krsna III
appears to have marched farther south and taken some ter'ritory.
In a few inscriptions he is said to have captured Kaficipuram and
Tanjavur, to commemorate which achievement, he assumed the

144. 1 of 1896; Rep., 1896, para 6; EI., 1V, p. 178.

145. EL, V, pp. 167 ff; VI 50-7. See also Tiruvalangadu pl
N . gt b1 tes . 3
Leyden Grant, ASSI, IV, pp. 206-7, 11, 42-5. ¢ plates v. 3%
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title of Kacciyum Tafjaiyum konda.!* At any rate he appears
to have shaken the Céla hold over the Tondaimandalam area. This
is indicated by the fact that Céla inscriptions belonging to the
period immediately following the battle of Takkdlam are not avail-
able in the area while there are found in the region a number of
records of Krsna III with dates ranging from the sixteenth to the
thirtieth year of his reign. The weakening of the Céla hold in
Tondaimandalam is further borne out by the existence of a num-
ber of minor chieftains who ruled in the South Arcot region and
issued their inscriptions between A.D. 952 and 954 without any
reference either to the Célas or the Rastrakitas.” Further the
Karhad grant of Krsna III dated 959 A.D. shows that he was still
in his camp at Melpadi (Chittoor district) at the end of his
southern campaigns in the course of which he is said to have
uprooted the family of the Colas and distributed their territory
among his own followers.1#8 From all these pieces of evidence the
inference is irresistible that the Rastrakuta king, as a result of his
military activities in the south, gained control over the area pre-
viously ruled by the Banas and the Vaidumbas, and even beyond.
This should naturally have resulted in the restoration of the Bana
Vijayabahu Vikraméaditya III to his ancestral home which offers a
fair justification and explanation of the Bana ruler calling himself
a “dear friend of Krsnaraja”.

It is not known how long this political settlement made by
Krsna III in the Tondaimandalam continued. From the days of
the Céla king Gandaraditya attempts were made to revive Cola
power in the region. By the days of Sundara Cola Parantaka II
Cola authority appears to have been restored in the area though
it is not clear as to how it was done. With the progress of
years, Rastrakiita inscriptions in the region become gradually
fewer while conversely Cola inscriptions increase in numbers.
Strangely enough the Banas themselves appear to have helped the
Coélas in the restoration of their authority over the Tondaiman-
dalam. A record of the ninth year of a Rajakésari mentions an
Arifijigai Pirattiyar who was the daughter of Arikulakésari and the
wife of a Bana king1¥® The RajakéSari of the inscription was
obviously Sundara Coéla Parantaka II. The Bana ruler who was

146. 375 of 1909; 36 of 1900; SII., VII, 37; 170 of 1884; EL, III, p. 285 etc.
147. 338, 356 of 1902.

148. E1, 1V, p. 280.

149. 215 of 1911; the inscription may be assigned to about AD. 965,

J. 9
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probably Vijayabahu Vikraméaditya III himself was apparently
seduced to join the Cola side and the new unholy political rela-
tionship between the two dynasties was cemented by a matrimo-
nial alliance, the marriage of the Céla king’s grand-daughter Arifi-
iigai Pirdftiyar through his son (referred to as prince in the
inseription) ArikulakéSari with the Bana ruler,

With all that, Bana rule does not appear to have lasted long
in that region, for so far as the available evidence goes, Vijaya-
bahu Vikramaditya III was the last member of the dynasty who
ruled over the Perumhinappadi.150

GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS

The administrative machinery and the social and economic
conditions in the Bana kingdom were on the whole similar to those
that obtained in the other kingdoms that flourished in the Deccan
and South India during the period. Some of the Bana inscriptions

throw interesting and useful light on certain aspects of the govern-
ment and society under them.

The king in ministry was the normal form of government.
Kingship was hereditary, and the heir-apparent who was selected
even during the life time of the ruling king, was associated with
the administration. Thus for instance Vijayaditya Prabhuméru
was the Crown Prince during the reign of his father, Vikramaditya

Jayaméru. The king was expected to have acquired mastery over
different branches of knowledge.150a

Mention has been made earlier that the Banas were never an
independent power, but only a dynasty of rulers who accepted the
overlordship of one or other of the contemporary neighbouring
kings. For instance, their acceptance of the overlordship of the

150. A few years before the battle of Takkolam the Ragtrakiita king Krsna
IIT appears to have defeated the Nolambas under Anniga or Bira Nolamba.
Iriva Nolamba who succeeded his brother Anniga is mentioned in an inscrip-
tion of A.D. 966 as the overlord of & Bana chieftain Sambayya who was ruling
from Bidrur and bore Bana tites (EC.,, X. Mb. 126). But in the present state
of our knowledge it is difficult to say who he was, and in what relation he
stood to Béana Vikramaditya III

150a. The Udayéndiram Plates of Vikramaditya II refer to four branches
of knowledge, namely trayi (triple Veda) dnviksiki (logic and metaphysics),
dandaniti (science of government), and vartti (practical arts such as agri~

culture, commerce, medicine ete,) (See Monier Williams’ Dictionary, S. V.
Vidya ; EP. Ind., I1I, p. 79, fn. 1.)
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lavas is indicated by the fact that some of the inscriptions of
P o B kings contain the names of the contemporary Pallava
a'few B};‘L‘: thle gseem to have enjoyed a fair measure of aut9n9my
km‘gslie elxlmdenci in administration as it indicated lfy_ 'mscrlptlons
s:hilcx:]h dpescribe them as ruling their l:.ingdom -; -Z;T}f::r:ﬁ&mt }gligzygf,

i iti constitutional position was mgher
Zhégvsgét;c\é:hg;e rule was usually referred to as alu.1%

The Bana inscriptions throw some light on the metbod of }fight
during the period and the way in which heroes wh9 c‘hed fig uﬁg
honoured. A majority of them refer to the hftlng of .cat e
K; r:;ehe enemies followed by wars between the parties, It is no‘;
known if cattle lifting was one of the reasons fgr the outbr];aakt }c:
hostilities or, it was symbolical of the declaration 1of IY;a-r y az
aggressor and was the first phase of the wat. Cattle 1i }img 1]r; o
organised way and on a large scale, yvhxch appears tg' a\ve(jl ez i
an ancient practice both in North India and Sout}'l India, an lxlyvto
something like a daring act of robbery, was nothmghbut a ca N
arms. The main divisions of the army were the elep ar:ts, cavr’—: z
and infantry of which the latter two played the greater parfo:) )
ars. Since fighting was between horsemen and l_lorsemen or f
Wldi;ars and foot soldiers, the enemies were standing close agamst
Z(;ch other. If a particular method Of. fight was found tugsuxrtle‘\]:iz
for an occasion another method was 1mmed1'¢.1tely adopte . Thus
when a warrior, who was fighting from his horse hajgzullls. i
enemies, the Damarigas, found that the place f.rom wt ; . e wit
fighting was not suitable for h'is horse, he dlsmounde1 x'omam )
smote his enemies, himself standing on the ground, and slew many

of them.

A warrior of exceptional ability appears to l‘lave been kn?wn
then as Kavidi, a word which has lent its_e}f 'to different me:';u‘fmgs
in different periods. In the Maduraikkaiict, a capable mlmste‘r
l'n ferred to as Kdawvidi, while in the Tamil Nighantu the Word is
oben the sense of an accountant. The death of a warrior was
takerlell'l;:xorated in different ways. Usually some land_was gif’fed
rway the members of the family of a warrior who died fighting
pird v h’e enemies. Such a land was known as kelani'®® or
Z:g?ui:lit 15135 In the north-western parts of Mysore it was called
éi‘:;::e. .It was also the practice to erect hero stones in memory of

151, Ep. Ind., X1, pp. 224, 226, 227 and 228; EC, X, Sp. 5, 6 ete.
. . o ’ .

2. 172 of 1931-32.
;gs £C, X, Mb. 228, 244; Bp. 13.
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dead soldicrs, and they are usually called virakals. Generally the
hero stones contain information regarding the nature of the death
of the hero as for instance Jiggpg wleni (fell and died)
Qarsray wicri  (killed and died) G wcaad (rescued and
died) .15

In some of the Bana inscriptions in Kannada which refer to
grants i commemoration of the death of heroves is found the
word'bdlgalcu. It is a compound of two words bal, (Tamil arar )
meaning sword, and galew meaning wash, and the term means
sword washing. In one case the grant itself is called balgalen. We
_do not know however the real meaning of the term. It is not clear
1f_ the occasion when the grant was made was also called a
balgalcu. Anyhow, it appears that the grant was made with the
washing of the fallen man’s sword, and very probably the grant
was considered as a purification of his sword from the stain of
slaughter. 155

As said carlier, in the early period of their history the Banas
ruled over the region which formed the western part of the Andhra
country. The region where they ultimately settled down was the
Perumbanappadi which consisted of two linguistic divisions, the
Kannada area and the Tamil area. The Kannada area was kx;own
as the Ganga Six Thousand. In a large number of inscriptions of
the fiif‘t’erent dynasties that ruled over the Kannada area in the
mediaeval period the names of the larger administrative units
are mentioned with a numerical suffix like Banavase Twelve
Thousand, Gangavadi Six Thousand etc. Opinion is divided
among scholars as to what the numerical figures represent, the
number of villages and hamlets in the area, or the revenue t,aken
!ay the Government from it or the number of units into which
it was divided for purposes of revenue assessment. In view of
t}ie .fa-ct that for example the small bit of country known as Ganga-
vadi is mentioned with the suffix Six Thousand, a large number
for such a comparatively small area, it may be taken that the figure
represents the revenue units into which it was divided then. This
area appears to have been divided into smaller administrative
d1v151c?ns called visayas, each of which was in its turn divided into
bhuktis or districts. The bhukti appears to have been under the

154, EL, XXII, p. 144 fn. 2.
155. See EC., X, K. 79. 200; Sp. 5 and 6.
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charge of an officer called the bhogapati,156 This unit consisted of
a number of villages.

The Tamil area in the Bana kingdom was divided into two
kottams, namely, the Tiruvéngada kottam covering the region
round about modern Tirupati, and the Paduvirkottam extending
over the Gudiattam and Vellore Talugs in the present North Arcot
District. The Silai nadu is mentioned for instance as a subdivision
of the Tiruvéngada koéttam.?? The Paduviir kdttam consisted of
the following nddus: —Pangalanadu, Mugai nadu, Peruntimiri
nadu, Miyarunadu, or Miyarainadu, Maél Adaiyaru nadu, Karai vali
Andi nadu and Karai nddu or Karanadul®®  Everyone of the
nidus was divided into a number of villages, which as in the Kan-
nada area constituted the lowest unit of the administration. Im--
portant towns or cities seem to have been under the charge of
officers appointed for the purposel®®  Some villages were under
the control of officers known as adhikdris. 80

As in the other kingdoms in South India there functioned auto-
nomous administrative bodies in the villages known as the sabla,
the members of which, as an organised body were known as sabhai-
yém. The affairs of the sabha were looked after by an executive
committee called the alumganattar. It appears that the head or the
leader of the village was called the Kilar.18! The village
assemblies in the Bana kingdom discharged many important func-
tions like the assemblies in the other parts of South India. They
served as a public treasury, receiving endowments for specified
purposes and carried out the intentions of the donor. When for
instance the Bina queen Madévi Adigal gave 30 kalaiiju of pure
gold for a perpetual lamp, and offerings at twilight to the temple
of Parasuramesvara at the village of Tiruvipparambédu the as-
sembly in the village received the endowment and paid interest on
the same with which offerings were to be made to the temple.162

In another case when a person gave a piece of land to the same
temple as an endowment for the supply of ghee for the sacred
lamps (tiruvilakkuneyppuram) in the same temple the sabhd of the

156. 306 of 1935-36.

157. EL, XI, p. 226.

158. Ibid., XXIII, p. 147, SIL, I1L, p. 95.
159, EC., X. Mb. 229.

160. E.I, XI, p. 228.

161. Ibid., pp. 224, 225.
162. Ibid., pp. 227-8; see for other instances SII., III, pp. 95-6, 96-7, and 97-8.



288 JOURNAL OF INDIAN HISTORY

place ordered that all the oil mills ($ekku) in the village should
be set up on that land and the oil required exclusively for the sacred
lamps be procured from them.'®

The Bana inscriptions throw some light on a few types of lands
and taxes in the kingdom. Among them were waste lands under
cultivation, lands irrigated by water levers, cut jungles, burnt
jungles, dry lands under cultivation (pidiligai) commons (manru),
channels, embankments and “all other kinds of lands.”16* Among
the taxes mentioned in the inscriptions are tari (loom tax), tatpark-
kanam (tax on goldsmiths), nalla (good cow), nallerumai (good
buffallo) ilappiicei (tax on toddy drawyers), idaippiccei (tax on
cowherds). Mention may also be made of visayasunke (district
customs dues), and biraddya, etc.16

An inscription of § 827 (A.D. 905) which records a private
endowment of seventy kalanju of gold for a lamp to the Siva temple
at Gudimallam gives some very interesting economic data. Accord-
ing to it the rate of interest was twenty percent per annum, for the
above endowment of twenty kalanju of gold fetched an annual
interest of four kalaijus at the rate of four manjadis for each
kalafiju. It is made clear that the maiijidi was one twentieth of a
kala®iju. It is also learnt from the inscription that a kalasiju of
gold purchased fortyfive measures (ndlis) of ghee, the endowment
requiring annually 180 nalis at the rate of half a nali of ghee for
burning lamp.1%6

It has been said earlier that Mahabali considered himself an
enemy of Visnu, and that his son Bana who was a devotee of Siva,
was elevated to the position of his door keeper and was appointed
to guard his gates. Louis Rice mentions a tradition that was brought
to his notice according to which Siva was made the door-keeper
of Bana. He could not, however, trace the original authority for
this account.

As the rulers tracing their descent from Mahabali and Bana,
the Bana kings were worshippers of $iva, and the available inscrip-
tions relating to them do not give any indication of their devotion
to or worship of Visnu. Among the important Siva temples in the
Bana kingdom for which different endowments were made were

163. EI., XI, pp. 224-5.

164. Ibid., V. p. 52.

165. Ibid., XXIV. p. 193.

166. 224 of 1903; EI., XI, pp. 228-9.
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the Bilvanathe$vara temple at Tiruvallam and the ParaSuramesvara
temple at Gudimallam. Itis of particular interest to not.(‘a that there?
is reference in an inscription of the 17th year of Vl]f:lya N:flndl
Vikramavarman to persons who had to sing the Tzruppa.dzyam Gi.e.)
the Deviram in the temple of Bilvanathesvara a_t anuvalls:un.167
Hitherto the earliest known mention of the Devidram was in an
inscription of Rajardja I: The record under reference proves
that it was considered a holy book even in the 9th century,

The Bana kings were patrons of learning and as was usual with
many kings in the period they made grants of villages and lands to
scholars. The Udayéndiram grant of Vikramaditva was one
such and was made to the Brahmans of Udayéndiramangalam who
delighted in what was their duty, “the knowledge of the triuth of
all the Vedas, Vedangas and philosophy and were eager to impart
the knowledge of things stored up in their minds.”168

At times images of spiritual preceptors were made and set up
in temples. It is in that way that the image of a ngasena who
was the spiritual preceptor of an unnamed Bﬁr_la'a king and the
pupil of Bhavanandin was made and installed in a temple at

Vallimalai.}6®

167. Si1, 1L p. 9.

. 79.
igg gﬁsnllihl;vénandin was probably different from the author of the

Bhavananda a treatise on nydya referred to by Dr. Hultzsch in his Report on

Sanskrit Manuscripts, No. 1631, (7 of 1895; V. R. LM.P, I, N, A, 710 c.)



LATER BANAS

Bdnas in the north

As said earlier with the conquest of the Perumbanappidi by
Parantaka I by A.D, 915, the Bina power was dispersed as a result
of which members belonging to the collateral branches of the main
line appear to have sought their fortune in other parts of the
country. Some of them moved into the Telugu country and settled
there. An inscription of $. 890 (A.D. 968-99) in the Podili talug
in the Nellore district mentions an Aggapparaju of the Mahabali
family with a number of Bana titles} At Konidena in the Kistna
district is found an inscription dated $. 1073 (A.D. 1151-52) of a
Bana chieftain called Cinaballiraja with a number of Bana titles.
He is said to have been the lord of Nandi and Parvi and had the
emblem of the black buck and the drum?2

Magadaimandalam

Another branch of the Banas seems to have moved to the
south and settled in the region on the banks of the R. South
Pennar (Pinakini) as a result of which the area came to be called
Vanagoppadi. This territory was also known as the Magadai-
mandalam and Magararijya though there has been some difference
of opinion among scholars with regard to its exact limits, Louis
Rice identified the Magara kingdom with the Maharajavadi.?
Dr. Hultzsch thought that it lay in the Salem and Coimbatore
districts and that the Magara mentioned in some Hoysala inscrip-
tions was the same as the Magadai 4 Venkayya expressed the view
that it lay about Tittagudi in the boundaries of the Tiruchirap-
palli and South Arcot districtsS Dr. S. K. Aiyangar located it in
the region of the present Attur Talug of the Salem district.$
H. Krishna Sastri thought the Magara (Magadai) kingdom com-
prised parts of the old Maharajavadi district and parts of the
modern Salein and South Arcot districts? It may be taken that

1. Nel. Ins, III, pp. 1201-02.

2. 194 of 1899; Rep., 1900 para 85.

3. Muysore and Coorg from Ingcriptions, p. 164.

4, EIL, VIL p. 161.

5. MER., 1903.

6. South India and her Muhammadan Invaders, p. 47,
7. QIMS, II, pp. 121-22 fn.

<
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the Magadaimandalam consisted of parts of the South Arcot, Salem
and Tiruchirappalli districts of which the Attur Taluq in the
Salem district and the Kallakurichchi and Vriddhachalam talugs
in the South Arcot district formed an integral part. The capital
of the Magadaimandalam was Aragaltr identified with Arakal,
a village situated near the boundaries of the South Arcot and
Salem districts, on the southern bank of the Vasistha river, a
tributary of the Vellar. Lying as it did on the path between the
Western Kongu, and the Cola and Tondaimandalams it occupied
a strategic position and played a great part in the political history
of the country.®

Some Bina officers under the Cdlas

Ever since a branch of the Banas migrated to the south and
settled down in the area they were the loyal feudatories of the
imperial Cdlas till almost the closing years of their history in the
region, But on account of the paucity of evidence it is difficult
to trace the connected history of the Banas of Magadaimandalam.
However, a few prominent names may be mentioned.

During the days of Cola Aditya II Karikala (A.D. 956-69) a
certain Vano Kovaraiyar Vira Parumal is mentioned in an inscrip-
tion as ruling over the area.? Two records at Jambai in the South
Arcot district respectively of the 24th and 26th years of the Céla
Emperor Rajardja the Great (985-1014) mention a Bana prince,
Maravan Narasimhavarman. The former of the two inscriptions
credits the chief with the excavation of an irrigation tank in the
locality!® while the latter mentions him as Maravan Narasimha-
varman alias Rijardja Vana Kovaraiyar and gives him a num-
ber of the traditional titles of the Banas1 During the days of
Rajendra Gangaikonda Cola the Magadaimandalam was called
Madhurantaka valanadu!? while during the days of Kuléttunga I
it was renamed Rajéndra valanadu.!® The then Bina chieftain’s
loyalty to Kuldttunga I was apparently so great that the throne of

8. MER. 1925.

9. 109 of 1906.

10. 84 of 1906; Rep., 1907 para 46.

11. 86 of 1906; Rep., 107 para 46; EL., X1, p. 239 fn. 4; the titles men-
tioned are Sakalasurasura-samadhigate vijoye-éri-manohari vallebha mahd-
rdja mahdbalikula tilakdyamdna—Pannai $orirudaiya—nande Nandagiring-
tha Parivaipura paramesvara vetchi cinnalankrte vrsabhe laficana,

12. 82 of 1906.

13. 68 of 1906.

J. 10
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the king at Mudigondasolapuram was called Vanadirajan.!4 Under
the Cola king there were a few Bana officers, One of them was
Banarijan at whose instance was constructed a fine mandapa by
the Cola mantri Malirufijolai.’® During the days of Vikrama Cola
is mentioned a Bana chicftain Mahibali Banaraya.!6

Réjarajamagadai Nadalvan

Rajarajamagadai Nadalvan was a Bina chieftain who ruled over
the Magadainddu during the reign of Kulottunga III and was in
charge of the police arrangements in the area. He is said to have
given to the temple at Titlagudi the Perumbidikaval and other
dues from the wet and dry lands in some devadina villages.!?
According to an inscription by order of King Kuldttunga III, he
stayed at Kanjantr, a village on the northern bank of the River
Kaveri and quelled a local rebellion among the Valangai and Idan-
gai people, carried away their cattle, sold them in public auction
and deposited 480 lasus with the Siva Brahmanas at Titlagudi for
the burning of lamps in the temple.'  Iig pulting down a rehellion
in the Tanjavar district is indicative of the fact that hy the carly
years of the reign of Kuldttunga III Rajarajamagadai Nadalvan’s
sphere of jurisdiction had extended further down and covered the
region of Tanjavir also. The provenance of his inscriptions in the
Tiruchirappalli district and the Pudukkdttai area shows that he was
a master of those regions. But on account of his lordship over
the Magadaimandalam he is usually referred to as Magadésan.
Among his other titles were Vanadivakaran, Vanarpiran and Vana-
kévaraiyan. But the most significant of his titles was Pon parap-
pinarn which he assumed from the fourth year of Kulottunga III
because of his gilding the temple of Tiruvannamalai.® Some of
his inscriptions credit him with different military achievements.
A Sanskrit inscription of his at Tiruvannamalai says: “ Oh! King
of the Banas! Previously five and now (thus six) crowns did
you capture in battle from the Pandya who was intolerant of the
pride of the devas; of these, one you gave away to the Cola king
and now the rest have been offered to the great hill shrine of

14. 93-96 of 1910.

15. 271 of 1929.

16. 105 of 1895; SII., 1ML 71.

17. 14 of 1903; SII., VIII, 283,

18. 15 of 1903; SII., VIII, 284,

19. 24b. of 1903; S.I.I. VIIIL 296 159 of 1906 cte.
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Arunachala; what is there to be given by you to the supplicant 7720
The reference to the Bana chieftain’s deteat of the Pandyas five
times on earlier occasions is inexplicable unless we credit him with
having participated in the war of succession in the Pandyan king-
dom that started with the dispute between Parakrama Pandya and
Kulasekhara Pandya during the reign of the Céla king Rajadhi-
raja II. Pardkrama Pandya defeated Kuladekhara Pandya with
the help of the king of Ceylon, Parakrama Bahu. Kulaéekhara
sought the help of Rajadhirdja II who sent his trusted general
Pillai Pallavardyar to reinstate the Pandyan refugee on the
Pandyan throne. It was soon done after the defeat of the
Ceylonese king. But the newly installed Kulagékhara carried on
treasonable correspondence with the Ceylonese king which called
in the intervention of the Colas again. The Cdla king sent his
general to punish both of them. He destroyed the navy of the
Ceylonese king, deposed Kulasékhara and installed on the
Pandyan throne Vira Pandya son of Parakrama Pandya. But Vira
Pandya was no better than Kulasekhara, for he also proved a
traitor. In the meanwhile Vikrama Pandya son of Kulasékhara
appealed to Cola Kuldttunga III (who had succeeded to the throne
by that time) for help against Vira Pandya in order to obtain
sovereignty over the Pandyan kingdom. The request was granted,
and Vikrama Péndya was placed on the throne. It was ahout the
eleventh year of the reign of Kuléttunga III that the Pandyan
kingdom was annexed to the Céla empire But before that was
effected it appears that two other battles were fought in connec-
tion with the Pandyan war of succession, about which however we
have no information now. Rajardja Vana Kévaraiyan alias Pon
parappina Magadai Nadalvan must have taken a large part in all
the six wars against the Pandyas as may be inferred from the
inscription mentioned above which credits him with having
defeated the Pandyas six times.

In fact some of the inscriptions of the Bana chieftain refer to
his relations with the Pandyas. One of them says that when
Magadar Koman got angry the Pandya king was driven out of his

20. Parvam paficakamadya caikamamara ksmapala garvadruhah
Pandyan (t) samyati samhrtini makutan etesu Banesvara | '
Ekaficolakrte vitirnamaparanyadya runakhyaya te
Sailendriya samarpitani bhavatad kim virtine dasyate ]
21. See for an account of the general course of the war, K. A. Nila-
kanta Sastri, The Pandyan kingdom, pp. 134-135, The Colge II, pp. 97-107 and
120-133.
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kingdom.* In another mention is made of some statues presented
to the Pandya by the king of Ceylon, which the Magadan wanted
1o be handed over to him, and if it was not done so iminediately,
the Cola monarch would order his head to be crushed under the
feet of elephants® A third inscription refers to the deputation
of the Bana chieftain to the Pandyan ruler by the Cola king for
the collection of the tribule due from him and his fear on that
account.?® A fourth inscription says that the Pandyas were afraid
of the very mention of the name Bana*  Another says that the
prestige gained by the Pandya in inscribing the fish emblem on
the Meru, defeating the sea and chaining the clouds were all lost
at his defeat at the hands of Magadésan.2 A still another inscrip-
tion mentions the shame of the Pandya, who, though worshipped

by others, was then prostrating himself at the feet of the Bana
Magadesan.?2?

The Magadaipperumal appears to have engaged himself in
wars near by also. He claims to have fought one Vangaratungan.

22. Vayp Madurai vittu vada kadalan mal valudi
Ten Madurai vittinru ten kadalén-nammudaléy
Mallar t6n Magadar ké man Munindan mannavaruk-
kellan Kadalovidam.

23. Alantaru kadal vaittarasu seluttiya $engélaragellam
vélantarukodai vanadivakaran vidimurai $eyvadu vidikapdir
ilantirayidu manippadi maigalidumin renna ridiragir
solanriraiyidum yanaikkungalai yiJumen rirumadu sopnome

24. Purinda kanai kalar kar porvalavar konai
varinda tiraikkiga vani-terindanai
vanginia enru val]udiyar kadankalangi
yénginar parilanto mengu,

25. Solli viduseru minavar $alu murimai kodalkaclal
elli vidupada vérivarénum yamapuri yéruvar
kolli vidumura kidipar kuagpi karutala rar puga
valli vidumayi ravatam vanan varavidu nalaiye !

26. Meéruvin mal venru kayal poritta varttaiyinim
varpada vélerinda vérttaiyinum-karvilangu
munpitta varttaiyipun tepnarar magadarkuppinnitta v

21. Virarvadivalanbg ninran malaradigal
$orivadivalamba Culndé Viradaran
vinda $agi korigan vélvanan magadar kon
éentamaraikkat Sivappa.

28. Kongung kalingamung konda kanda kodittérudiyar
tangumpadikona vanadipadani yadadenkol
pohguficinappadaij vangara tongan puranduvilac
cengunramipru pinakkupya makkiyater manpane,

arttai peridu,
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Obviously he was the same as Kadandai ~Adi’c.tan Mandali alias
Vengara Muttaraiyan, who was a small chlefte?m ‘ruhr;gg over the
region round about Tittagudi (South Arcot district) 2 But _the
reason for the fight between the iwo is not known. .The B:ina
chieftain is said to have set fire to a v,illage called I?eny.akurxfm,
apparently in the course of his fight agal.nst a small chxeftaln‘ruhng
over the region about the place, But- it has got been posslble to
identify either the place or its chieftain. He is also said to have
fought against the Malaiyamans and t}.le Vadugas,® the latter of
whom were in all likelihood the Kakatiyas. As a loyal fe}xdatory
of the Cola king Kuldttunga III he must hav'e taken a leading part
in his master’s wars and hence his inscriptions refer to them as

his own,

Very probably on account of the g.rovying weaknESs. of the
Cola central government from the begmnn‘)g of the thirteenth
century the hereditary feudatories in ?he empire began t'o defy the
imperial authority and create conditlor.ls for the invasion of tfle
territory by ouiside powers. Even duruzg the last days of Kulst-
tunga III, the Kadavarayas and fche Banas had begun to sho\.v
signs of restiveness to combat which some eleven chiefs found it
necessary in 1205 to form a confederacy among the.mselves un§er
the leadership of Cedirayan. They dec1d_ed to. refreim frOfn haymg
any communication with Magadai nédélvgn alias Vana Kovaralyag
and Kulottunga Cola Vénakévaraiyar'l either b¥ sending men~ of
letters to them. They further de_mded that if the tw? Vana
Kovaraiyans and Rajardja Kadavarayan Sht_m!d_ do anything, the
other chiefs, (i.e.) those on the side of the Cédirayan would.march

ith an army and horses against them and declared that if they
W:; ot act in the said manner they would bear the sandals of
(\};én:kévaraiyar.?’l Very probably the relations between the Célas
anc{ the Banas became strained from about the beginning of the
thirteenth century apparently on account of thejr association with
the Kadavardyas whose attitude t?warfls ‘their overlords had be-
come inimical. An undated verse inscription records the conquest

29. 9, 11, 16 and 26 of 1903 ; also 2,4_a of 190:'3’; .S.I.I. VIII. No. 295.
30‘ E)nmén migumparittér n?agadeszi r{lkalvxs?xyap
' pénmél virumbivem pérseyLia natpl.n kodavadlfgar
viﬁménadandu vadugenru nanean vxlakkunqapm
ménménadantatu teSimunpaga vadugoPrume] N .
See Q.J.'M.S., XXIX pp. 416~430 for an article on Ponparppinin Magadaip

Perumil.
31. 516 of 1902; S.II.VIII, No. 106.
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of the Kiadava, Magadha wnd Ganga by one Vidugadalagiya
Perumal®  The Magadha mentioned in the inscription was ob-
viously the Magadai territory.

During the closing yecars of the reign of Kulottunga 11
Maravarman Sundara Pandya [ (1216-38) in order lo take
vengeance oti the Cola emperor for his excesses in the Pandyan
kingdom during the rveign of his predecessor Jatavarman Kula-
$ékhara conquered the Cola country, set fire to the Cola cities of
Uraiylr and Tanjavar, pulled down a number of buildings,
performed his wvirdbhisekam in the Cola abhiselkamandapa at
Ayirattali and after worshipping Lord Popnambalanatha at Tillai
(Cidambaram) was staying at Pon Amaravati. According to the
Pandyan inscription which contains the above details Rajaraja 111
(the successor of Kulottunga I[I1I) who had been deprived of his
kingdom appealed to Maravarman Sundara Pandya to restore his
kingdom to him, as a result of which it was restored to him.3 The
Bana ruler was a close associate of the Pandyan king and an enemy
of the Céla cmperor. Hence Maravarman Sundara Pandya I is
said to have offered the Cola crown first to the Bana chieftain and
later to have performed his own anointment at Ayirattali.3* The
Banas even claimed credit for this Pandyan success against the
Cola emperor in 1216-173° Some of the Hoysala inscriptions tell
a different tale with regard to the restoration of Rajardja III to
the Cola empire. According to one of them the Hoysala king
Narasimha II who had just then succeeded to the throne after the
retirement of Balldla Il invaded the Cola country, destroyed the
Magararajya, dispersed the Kadavas. served as a lion to the
clephant of the Pandyas and restored the Célas to power.3 Another
Hoysala inscription of A.D. 1218 which records the achievements
of Narasimha II in the Tamil country mentions him as Ka#cilkanana,
Kadavaraya kulantaka, Magare rdjya nirmulang, Céla rijya

32. 552 of 1908.
33. 49 of 1890; 140 of 1894 ; 362 of 1906 - 99 of 1926; Re ara, 32; 1
of 1928; Rep. para 18, PO Tep para, 5 922
1:14 ElL, XXII, p. 42; 47 of 1937-38: Rep. para 44; also Ibid, XXIV,
p. .
35. alandarukadal vaittarasu Seluttiva $engolaraséllam
?zclantaﬂ‘tkodai va nadivikarar vidi murai Seyvadu meykandir
ilamdiraiyidu mdnikkappadiyadumin tennar idirdgu B

$6lan tiraiyidum vagaikkungalaiidy menrirum idu sonnéme
1902; SIL, VIII, No. 97). - wome (07 of
36. EC., IV, Ng. 29.
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pratisthicdrya, Pandya rajya kolahala ete?” A still another epi-
graph dated two years later mentions that overthrowing formidable
enemies in the east he captured the hundred elephants with which
the Magara came against him and brought them with his horses.38
Thus the Hoysala inscriptions would seem to give a different ac-
count of the manner in which Rajardja III was restored to his
kingdom. However that may be, it appears certain that the Banas
were in full sympathy with the Pandyas and actually co-operated
with them during this trying period in the history of the Colas,
and so were tried to be destroyed as a political power in South India.
The partial destruction of the Bana (Magara) kingdom by Hoysala
Narasimha II was not however an end in itself but only the neces-
sary preliminary to the restoration of Rajaraja III,

But shortly after their discomfiture the Magaras appear to
have defied the higher authorities once again, which called for the
second invasion of their kingdom by the Hoysalas, A record of
1223 says that king Narasimha while marching upon Magara stop-
ped at Cudavaditya Koppa and held a festival adding to his
necklace an emerald which came from Munivaraditya3® As a
result of this successful expedition to the east he is said to have
been in “the enjoyment of a wealth of elephants, horses, jewels
and articles never before acquired ”.*® Consequent on this inva-
sion the Magara rajya appears to have been made a part of the
Hoysala kingdom, and one Késava Dandanayaka was appointed
its governor. The new governor is said to have been ruling over
the Magara Three Hundred in peace and wisdom and made the
grant of a village “having gained the favour of Narasimha”.4!
But the Magararajya appears to have regained its former position
shortly after, if the evidence of an inscription of 1228 may be
pelieved, for it says that the Nangili ghat (leading into the North
Arcot district) was the eastern boundary of the Hoysala kingdom.
Having thus regained their position, the Banas actively co-operated

_ with the Kadavardya chieftain in his anti-imperial policy. The

Kadava chief subdued the Cola king Rajaraja IIT at Tellaru,
deprived him of all royal insignia, imprisoned him, his queen and
his ministers and took the Cola country.®? Though Réijarja

37. Ibid., IX, Kn. 87.
3. Ibid., VII, CL 72.
39. Ibid.,, V, Cn. 203.
40. Ibid., V. Cn. 197,
41 Ibid., XII, Ck. 42.
42, EI, XXII, pp. 22 1.
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appears to have been released for sometime, he suffered a reverse
again and was imprisoned for a second time. The Tiruvéndipuram
inscription of Rajaraja III and the historical romance, the Gadya
karndmrta of Kalakalabha or Sakalavidyd Cakravarti give an ac-
count of the ovents that led to the successful intervention of
Hoysala Narasimha II in 1231-32, in the Céla polities and his
restoration of Rajaraja III. According to the two accounts which
are complimentary to one another, having been defeated by the
Pandyan ruler, Rajaraja [II abandoned his capital and proceeded
to his relation and friend, the Kuntala king (Narasimha II), with
all his retinue. On his way he was suddenly overtaken by the
Kadava chieftain with the help of a vangaurd of forest troops and
the Sinhalese forces who took him captive after a fight, and im-
prisoned him in his capital Séndamangalam (Jayantamangalam).
News of the imprisonment of the Cola emperor and the destruc-
tion of the Siva and Visnu temples by the Kadavaraya reached the
ears of Narasimha II. The Hoysala king declared that his trumpet
shall not be blown unless and uniil he maintained his reputation
of having been the establisher of the Cola country and started to-
wards the east from his capital Dvarasamudra, Marching by way
of the Gujalhatti pass he uprooted the Bana kingdom, seized the
Bana ruler, his women and treasures, and halting at Paccir he
ordered the destruction of the country of Kopperufijinga and the
liberation of the Céla emperor.®3 The order was carried out and
the Céla emperor was restored to his empire. The Hoysala attack
on the Bana territory must have been due to the Bana chieftain’s
alliance with the Kadava chieftain, and rebellion against Rajaraja
III. Narasimha’s destruction of the Magara kingdom for a third
time, is further described in a Hoysala inscription of A.D. 1230
which says: “first he (Narasimha) went to the east and being
surrounded uprooted the Magara king, set up the Coéla king who
sought refuge with him and having seen the God Allalanatha
stationed there a body of Bherundas (the name of a regiment ?)
to uproot the evil, returned and entering the capital was at peace.
Then the body of Bherundas according to his order remained for
sometime in Kafecipura”# But it is not known for how long
the Hoysalas maintained control over the Bana territory. Probably
it regained its independence shortly after and hence Hoysala Vira
Someésvara had to reconquer it shortly after his accession to the

43. EI, VII, p. 161; Sri Venkatesvara Journal, VI, pp. 677-8; also EC,,
XII. Gb. 45.
44, EC., V. Cn. 211a.
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throne. Referring to this achievement of the Hoysala king an
inscription says: ‘“‘Bounded in the east by Kaici, west by the
shining Vélavura, north by the Peddore (River Krsna), south by the
beautiful Bayalnag, within these limits the whole land did he bring
under his control .

The Banas feudatories of the Pandyas

With the decline of the Cola power and the revival of the
Pandyan power in South India the Banas changed their masters,
accepted the overlordship of the Pandyas, held offices under them
and bore their titles and names. A number of inscriptions of the
Banas belonging to the fourteenth century are found in the Puduk-
kottai, and Madhurai areas. The Tékkattiir manuscript mentions
that four Bana chieftains, namely Vanadirayan, Dharmarayan,
Kalingarayan and Villuvariyan, had settled in Kénadu in the
Pudukkottai region. The Vanadirayan chieftain is said to have
been living at Vanadakkottai (Vanddirdyankéttai), and employed
Kallar chieftains in his wars against the Vellalas of the Kénadu.4s
The subordination of the Banas to the Pandyas is borne out by the
names Sundara Pandya Vanadirdyar and Vira Pandya Vanadi-
rayar taken by some of them# An inscription of the time of
Jativarman Sundara Pandya mentions an endowment of land
made by a Vanadarayar who bore such birudas as Arasu Buddhan
and S@mantan.#” During the days of Jativarman Vira Pandya a
Mavali Vanadaraya is said to have attacked Maravanmadhurai in
1274, took prisons and lead away the livestock from the place, when
his officers were defeated by one Tirukkondungunra Nadalvan who
was probably a local chieftain®® During the same period there
was another Mavali Vanadiraya, also called Pillai Kulaéékhara.
He may be identified with the Vanadirdya described as a
Komurruvar or the king's representative in an inscription at

Kudumiyamalai and with Pillai Mahabali Vanarayar who was the
governor of Maravarman Kulasékhara in the Konadu.4?

Banas in Madhurai

Much information is not available about the Banas in the
Madhurai region in the fourteenth century when it was under the

45. K. R. Venkatarama Ayyar, A Manual of the Pudukkottai State, Vol,
11, pt. i, p. 728.
46. Inscriptions of the Pudukkottai State, Nos. 624 and 467
47. Ibid,, No. 492.
48. Ibid., No. 380.
49. Ibid., No. 375; also K. R. Venkatarama Ayyar, op. cit,
J. 11
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Madhurai Sultanate. The Vijayanagar prince Kumara Kampana
conquered Madhurai {rom the Muslims and the whole of South
India came under the Vijayanagar rule. He was the first governor
of the Madhurai area, and on his death his place was taken by his
son Jammana. Thus ‘“the establishment of the power of Vijaya-
nagar in Madura proved to be the beginning of the end of
Pandyan rule in the cily, where, cxcept for relatively short inter-
vals the Pandyas had held sway from the carliest times to the
fourteenth century .  According to the Maduraittalavaraliru
and the Madurai sthianikar veraldruw the Madhurai country was
under the rule of two persons Lakkanpa and Madanna for
a period of forty eight years between $. 1327 and S. 1375 (A.D. 1405
and 1453). This is confirmed by a few inscriptions which mention
the Vijayanagar Emperor Déva Raya II's minister as ‘ Lakkanna
(Lakshmana) Dandanayaka with the title of Daksinasamudra-
dhipati indicative of his position as the governor of the southern
region.® His brother Madanna is also credited with the same
title 52

According 1o some apocryphal tales relating to Madhurai dur-
ing this period Lakkanna Dandaniyaka brought out of retirement
the children of a Pandyan king by his concubine, one Abhirami, a
dancing girl at Kalaiyar koyil. While the Madhuraittalavaldru
says that they were four the Madhuraisthanikar varaliru says that
they were six. The former of the two contains their names, namely
Mahabali Vanadirayar also referred to as Sundartto] Mahavilvina-
darayar and son of Mahabali Vana Kaliyar Somanar Anjataperumal
and Muttarasar Tirumalai Vanadarayar’ Their names clearly
show that they were of the Bana stock. Though the chronicles
contain a confused explanation of the rise of the old Baparaya
chieftaing during this period it is certain that dynastically they had
nothing to do with the Pandyas of Madhurai. Throughout the
fourteenth century their political influence in the country was
very negligible. But the circumstances under which they were
placed in charge of the administration of the Madhurai country in
the second half of the fifteenth century are left largely to our
guess. With the conquest and occupation of the Madhurai area by
Kumara Kampana, the Pandyas retired to the Tirunelvéli region

50. K. A. Nilakanta Sastri, The Pandyan Kingdom, p. 247.
51. 567 of 1904; 128 of 1901: SII., VII. 318.

52. 141 of 1903.

53. R. Satyanatha Ayyar, The Nayeks of Madura, p. 375,
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and began to rule over a resiricted area with Tenkasi as their
capital. Among such rulers of the fifteenth century wag one
Arikésari Parakrama Pandya (1422-'63). Some of his inscriptions
mention that he secured successes against the kings of Jaffna and
Ceylon in a number of battles, such as those at Singai, the capital
of Jaffna, Anurai, the capital of Ceylon, Irasai, Senbai, Vindai,
Mudalai, Virai and Vaipparu.® A Vijayanagar inscription of 1435
says that Lakkanna Dandanayaka fitted out a cavalry force for the
destruction of Iyalpanam, Napatamanam (Napattanam) and Ilam,
and for the success of the same an endowment was made as samu-
draydtraddna.55 Probably on account of his success in the expedi-
tion he assumed the title of Daksinasemudradhipati in 14385 and
Déva Raya II took the title of Ilam tirai konda (one who took
tribute from Ceylon).?” Very probably Ariké$ari Parakrama co-
operated with Lakkanna Dandanayaka in his conquest of a part
of Ceylon, and hence both claimed success in the same period. In
recognition of his loyal co-operation with the imperial house Ari-
k&éari Parakrama might have been restored to his old Madhurai
country. Becoming overconfident of his new position the Pandyan
ruler appears to have not only issued coins in his own name, but
also attempted to regain the independence of the Pandyas, taking
advantage of the difficulties of the Vijayanagar Empire.58 Hence the
imperial general Narasa Nayaka was sent south to restore order
in the area. According to the Krsnapuram plates of Sadasiva
Raya Narasa Nayaka brought under his control one Manabhiisana,
the ruler of Madhurai® He has been identified with Arikésari
Parakrama Pandya who is known to have borne titles like Mana-
bhiisana, Manibharana, and Ming Kavaca. The Varadambiki-
pari;_wyam of Tirumalamba says that after taking the Cola country
Narasa Nayaka entered Madhurai and was presented by its ruler
with valuable articles® The AcyutarGyabhyudayam of Vara-
damba mentions that Narasa Nayaka defeated and killed the
Marava rulers in battle and captured the city.$* But the evidence
of the last mentioned work has to be discredited in the light of

54, Travancore Archaeological series I, pp. 52, 89, and 93. III. p. 958; 4

of 1922,
55, SII, VII, 778.
56. 144 of 1903.
57. 144 of 1916; Rep., 1904, para 23.
58. R. Satyanatha Ayyar, op. cit,, p. 7.
59, EI, IX. p. 330. T.A.S. 1, pp. 52-53.
60. S. K. Aiyangar, Sources of Vijayanagar History, p. 171,

¢1. Ibid., p. 108.
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the evidence of the first two regarding the ruler of Madhurat.
However, it appears certain that Arikésari Parakrama Pandya was
r?movcd once again to distant Tenkasi, and the Mi\vali. Vanadi-
rfxyal's were placed i charge ol the administration of Madh'urai.
’l_hese were probably the circumstances under which the Vanada-
rayars regained political power in the area.  All these must .havc
happened about 1453 for according to an inscription of that year
one Uranga Villidasan Mahabalivanan was then in the possession

of Madhurai $?

soutfrjor:ntl&;'szu()at “-le iIlSCL‘igtjons of the Bana chieftains of the far
something ab1 fonth and sixteenth centuries we come to know
Saumya Zf lo'uh thmm. A l‘e'cord at Srivilliputtir dated in
digite ~ 50 ::11:‘. the VSak'aw equivalent contains only the last two
Vije standing for 1350 says that during the days of the
D_dea_nagaxv king . \‘vho witnessed the elephant hunt” (obviously
Vanadara I:) a,iihle# called Tirumalirunjolai ninran alias Mahabali
ruliya Nzi’cf i:;dsae bAome ?‘.“ of lands to the temple of Sudikodutta-
Vdraldmm tgél'(; W .?Coédmg to the Tamil chronicle Maduraittale
Vénéda_rfuym» said :S ;n S 1374 (A'D‘. 1452) a Sundarattol Mivali-
Pri.nce and a danc'o o heen an _luegitimate son of a Pandya
e of & 1373 andmg girl of Kalaiyar koyil. In two jnscriptions,
tain calléd Uran i‘ilrll-ou_ler of S 1386 is mentioned a Bana chief-
tho ohi gaV} idasan ah‘:,\s Mavali Vanadarayan who was
Tirusn gf ?f .Ma.dt’lrafmar_ldalamﬁo He was apparently the same as
inscri tiirlmfo lgmmmz alias Mavali Vanadarayar mentioned in an

ption of §, 1399.5 He was probably known also as Sundarat-

toludaiya Mavalivanadars
Kiyar. 1adarayar who was the son of one Ranga Naya-

Duri . .
and v?::;i;: y gﬁ“ of the Vijayanagar rulers Mallikérjuna Réya
oo the dis{at ya '(1447-1485) the imperial government’s hold
witnessed inét\:mplrovu;)ces. of the Empire was weak. The period
advantage of tha rebellion and external aggression. Taking
marched nortl ue pollt_uial_ condition of the Empire the Banas
itself. An i“SCrig:?onK;:lctl}l::rzgig in 14(1?l and occupied the c'ity

mranatha temple at the place

62. 577 of 1926,
63. 572 of 1926.
64. P. 3.
65. 577 of 1926; 307
; of 19;
66. 578 of 1926. %0
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dated &. 1391 (A.D. 1469) of a ruler who is mentioned by his
birudas, Bhuvanaikavira and Samarakéldhala records the grant of
two villages named Samarakolahalanallir and Bhuvanaikavira-
nallar in the Pandyan country to the temple of Ekamranatha and
Kamaksi at Kancipuram.8” It was suggested that the ruler who
bore ihe above titles was a Pandyan king® and argued that “ many
coins of his containing the legends of Samarakolihalan and Bhu-
vanaikaviran on the reverse and the figure of a garuda kneeling
on a fish (the Pandyan emblem) show that he must have attempted
to regain a little of the ancient glory that belonged to his royal
house.”® But it is obvious that the terms Samarakoldhalan and
Bhuvanaikaviran are only titles and not names of persons. Accord-
ing to the same inscription the chieftain had two more titles, namely
Védiyar kavalan and Vira kadiculean.™® It is of interest to note that
an inscription at Nekkonam in the Pudukkottai area dated 1483
Vira pratépa Sundarattéludaiyan Mahabali Vanadirdya
with all the above four titles.™ Therefore the inference is irre-
cistible that the chieftain mentioned in the Kaficipuram record
was the same as the one mentioned in the Nekkonam inscription.
If the identification is correct, it naturally follows that the person
who occupied Kaficlpuram in 1469 was the Bana chieftain Vira
Pratapa SundarattGludaiyan Mahabali Vanadirayan. Though the
emblem of the early Binas was the black buck, that of the later
Banas of Madhurai appears to have been the Garuda as may be
inferred from the title Garuda kétakan, taken by the Bana chieftain
according to the Nekkonam record. Some Bana coins contain- the
figure of garuda kneeling on a fish, the emblem of the Pandyas.
Such a type of coins was probably issued by the Banas to com-
memorate their success over the Pandyas in battle and in power.
But the Banas were not in the possession of KaficIpuram for long,
because the imperial hold over the place was restored within a
few years as may be inferred from the provenance of imperial
s at the place dated 1471, and 1472.72

refers to a

record

In some inscriptions bearing dates ranging between $, 1450
and S. 1468 is mentioned a Sundarattéludaiyar Mavali Vanada-

87. 25 of 1890; SIL, IV, No. 348.
68. MER., 1907, para 57; Mysore

pp. 1604-05.
69. MER., 1890 para 2.
70. 25 of 1890; SII., IV, No. 348.
71. Inscriptions of the Pudukkottai State, No. 672.
72. 39 of 1890; S1I, IV. No. 362; 9 of 1911; 613 of 1919 etc.

Gazetteer, New Edn. Vol. 1I, Pt. IIf,
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rayar who ruled over the Madhurai country.™  Probably he was
the second of thal name in the dynasty, for the Sundarattéludaiyar
mentioned earlier cannot he expected to have ruled for such a
length of time.” He styled himself a sarvabhauma probably on
account of his almos! independent position,

The assumption of the titles Sundarattoludaiyan and Tiruma-
lirunjdlai Ninrdn by the above Bana chiefs was obviously due to
the fact that the God at Tirumalirunjolai (Alagarkoyil, Madhurat
district) who is referred to in Tamil literature as Sundarattol-
udaiyan was their tutelary'deity. It appears that they had their
capital itself at Alagarkoyil. From the numerous grants and addi-
tions they made to the temple at Srivilliputtir and Alagarkoyil,
and the garuda banner which they had, it may be taken that they
were the followers of Vaisnavism.

But with the reorganisation of the Madhurai country under
the Nayak dynasty, the Banas faded into insignificance, and hecame
the vassals of thc Nayak rulers on a military tenure. Probably
they held some minor position in the pdlaiyam organisation intro-
duced by Visvanatha Nayaka in Madhurai. But during the days
of Virappa Niayaka (1572.95) the peace of the country is said fo
have been disturbed by the rebellion of a Mavali Vanadaraya.
According to the chronicles a Mavali chief fortified Manamadhurai
and Kalaiyarkoyil and the neighbouring country, but Virappa
Nayaka subdued him and confiscated his pélaiyams.”

It is needless to follow further the fortunes of this ancient
line of chieftains, who, having lost their political power and influ-
ence, merged with the populace and became but a name. There
are however references to them in some literary works. In the
Prataparudriya of Vaidyanatha a standard work of the fourteenth
century on Sanskrit composition reference is made to the Banas
as one of many powers. The work says: “The troops of the king
of Andhra triumph over his enemies exclaiming ‘ Gurjara, thou
art mocked in the fight. Lampaka why dost thou tremble ? Vanga,
why dost thou flee away ? Konkana, why art thou blinded for
nothing by the dust raised by the troops ? Bé&na, save thyself.
Maharashtra! Thou hast lost thy dominions. We are the

73. 109, 121 of 1903; 585, 587 of 1902; 568, 583 and 584 of 1906.
74. Trav. Arch. Series, I, p. 53.

75. Ind. Ant, XLIV, p. 91; R. Satyanatha Ayyar, op. cit., p. 79, MER,,
1910, para 33.

THE BANAS IN SOUTH INDIAN HISTORY 305

warriors.”™ The Tamil poetic work, the Tav‘ig‘atlv&nan K_ﬁuai of
Poyyamolipulavar has for its hero one Taﬁjaiyanar% (Vanan of
Tanjai). He is described as one who was victorious in the battles
of Vallam and Mallai, one who made all those that did not serve
the Pandya turn their backs in the battle field and the one who
took th.e land of the Kannadar. It has been suggested that ~the
Tafijaivanan referred to above ruled in a place called Pqtt_ai .Tan]al
near Madhurai. It is obvious that he was a Bana chieftain and
flourished in the latter half of the sixteenth century and took part
in the battle of Vallamprakara.”

i X111, p. 13.
1 v. 29. quoted in Ind. Ant,, o '
;g 222 th: Tarjaivdnan kovai editgd by Poyyamoliyar, pulg)hsh'erd hlzr
the Sa;aiva Paripalana Sabha, Jaffna; Trav. Arch. Series, I, p. 5; Sen Tamil.

1V. p. 506.



Is Punaura the Birth-Place of Sita 2 *

BY

Proressor K. K. Misara, M.A,,
C. M. College, Darbhanga

There! had been a long-standing controversy regarding Sita’s
original birth-place. A section of scholars believe the present
Janakpurdham? (in the Nepal State via Darbhanga-Jaynagar
section of O.T. Rly.) as her birth-place. Another groug-of scholars
contends that Sitamarhi® happens to be her place of real origin
from earth. A third section thinks Punaura? to be her birth-
place. But evidences forthcoming have established that Janak-
purdham has nothing to do with this controversy. It was Sita’s
paternal abode, or the seat of the philosopher-king Janak.

Only one point of conflict remains among scholars — whether
Punaura or Sitamarhi proper should be taken as her birth-place.
Let us examine the facts®

* Paper submitted to XIII A, 1. History Congress, Nagpur.

1. The author is indebted to the following for collecting materials for
the above paper: Dr. Ramashis Thakur, ML.A., Vaidyaraj Kali Prasad
Mishra, Jyotishacharya, Pt Sri Modnatha Mishra—all of Sitamarhi (Dist.
Muzaffarpur) and also to Sri Jagannatha Thakur of V. Tulsiahi, P.O. Madh-
warpur, Dist. Darbhanga.

2, It is interesting that in the absence of any Nepal State Railway some
20 years back people used to go to Janakpurdham from Janakpur Road station
on Darbhanga-Narkatiaganj section of O. T. Ry.

3. Sitamarhi is most probably the conversational derivation from the
word ¢ Sita-mahi’, or the land of Sita.

4. An interior village about 4 miles west of Sitamarhi town.

5. (i) Geographical reference of Sita’s birth in Mithila-Mahatmya of
about 10 kosas is corroborated with the fact that Janakpurdham is only
54 miles from Sitamarhi, and the older measurement of kosa was somewhat
a bit bigger than present one. (ii) the abundance and fertility of land nearby
her birth-place is found even today near and in Sitamarhi (see above for
fuller discussion about Sita’s birth in the world). (iii) Current tradition
says that Maharaj Janak performed Yajna in the forest of Punya-muni (and
so Punyaranya), a place corresponding to modern villages of Puanura.
(iv) the river Lakhandei’ (variation of Lakshmana-nadi of Mithila-Mahat-
mya) nearby confirms her birthplace near or in Sitamarhi.

J. 12
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The advocates of the school of Punaura advance many
theories in their support. Firstly, they contend that the origin
of Sita was necessitated by a famine in the kingdom of king Janak
when the latter visited the ashram of rishi Pundarik,® who advised
him to undertake the plough himself near his ashram, so that the
famine may be averted. In Punaura, near the temple of Sita at
present, there is the plough-tilled kunda (tank) which is said to
be the field wherein came outl of the earth through the éita of
plough. After her birth, it is obscrved, the earth again hecane
fertile. These scholars further argue that the place where Janak
performed the sacrifice before handling the plough is still present,
and it is fenced along with the Yajnapithikd or Yajnamandapbhiimi,
which can be still seen near the temple of Sita. Secondly, the
tradition says, the scholars claim, that the present Sitamarhi was
the camp of the followers, retainers and the army of King Janak,
who had come along with the latter. Therefore, they assert that
the original Yejnabhimi or the tilled field was at Punaura. The
inhabitants of Sitamarhi town, they continue the argument, due
to jealousy and tc give importance to the town have minimised
the value of Punaura, They substantiate their theory with the
fact that as one approaches Punaura even today, one finds himself
still entering a dense forest-like region—a fit place for the ancient
rishis. Thirdly, this school also claim that the in
Sitamarhi is of later origin, and even if it is the oldest one, they
say, it may be that the influential persons from town in the
past might have carried away the image from Punaura temple.
They rightly question why Punaura’s importance is not lessened
to-day and why every pilgrim or outsider is eager to have a
darshan of Sita in Punaura also, if he happens to be in Sitamarhi.
It is a fact, as far as I have come to know, that the visitors are

more convinced of Sita’s origin in Punaura rather than in
Sitamarhi, because of the surroundings,

age of Sita in

The second school supports Sitamarhi on the basis of the
following facts: (a) The Mithila-Mahatmya? and Sitopanishad?
clearly state that Sita was found where the present Urvija-Kunda
in Sitamarhi town is seen. (b) The tradition of the place contends
that the present town was nothing but a forest, and Janak per-

6. Silver Jubilee Volume of Shri Sanatan Dharma Pustakal
marhi 2006 Vikrama—article by Shri Upendra Misra, p. 40.
7. Supra fn. 18.

aya, Sita-

8. Supra, Silver Jubilee, p. 39 also in Brihat-Vishnu-Purana,
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formed sacrifice near the present temple of Sita in Sitarflarhi, (c) th:(e)
scholars? believe that the image of the above temple is the oldest
one, and a definite proof that it was taken out of Urvija-Kunda and
from nowhere else is, the person of the present Mahanth ?f
Sitamarhi.!! The other subsidiary facts for the st'l‘pport of this
school are: (1) the evidence of Baba Man“DaS]l (quoted by
Pt. Upendra Misra) that Sita came out of U?‘mga-szdaW. (2) the
historic places as Dekuli (Divine Canal) or Pevakuh (ea'rth
filled up with gods’ divine power) (a place 12 mxle:‘s west _Of Sita-
marhi) and Simraungarh (30 miles N.-W. of Sitamarhi) .(the
ancient capital of king Harsinghdeva), Gautamku'nda apd Ahllyas,-
than (25 miles from Sitamarhi) —all these testify ng‘ Janak’s
association with Sitamarhi. (3) the names of many villages —
c.g. Riga (the seat of Rigveda), Athari (seat of Athz?rveda)l
Sampur (the seat of Samveda) etc., show that the yajnasthal?
was Sitamarhi.t3

Upon an examination of both the schools of thf)ught, we find
that it may be that king Janak’s area of plqughmg may have
extended up to Punaura, and the latter place might have f?und an
importance with the other school of scl.lolars, as the pl.ace is away
from the present densely populated Slta@arhl towp in a village
surrounding (an excuse to prove historical facts in an obS(iure
surrounding). To the arguments of Purlla‘ura school of scholars,
that the image in Sitamarhi is not the original one, t}.1e dczcumer}-
tary evidence with Mahanthji and also the following s$loka is
enough :

Dhany3a Sitamahi yatra
Jaganmangalakarin |
Jata Sita Parasaktih
Ramarajyapravartini ||

9. Pt Sri Janardan Jha, Headmaster, S. L. H. E. School, Sitamarhi men-

d in his report of Sitamarhi session of All-India Maithil Mahasabha from
; tioned In

; vy, Reception Committee.
the C:)l a“:r:'f si::;:aoi Sita is a peculiar one. It is of black marble and no-
1 . 1S
where as St ® ;ofmli'aghunatha Das has in his possession written records
11, Mahanth r} his forefathers, Sitaji gave darshan one night ir} the
that o S0t he was in the kunda and she should be worshipped.
Urvija-Kufﬂda th?t irsl fhe present Sitamarhi temple. See ‘Vaidehi’ (Maithili
Thet S?T}:I;Tagzr;)shanga Vol. I, Pt. xiii, p. 1, for the picture of kunda.
Fortnig s ?

12. Supra, Silver Jubilee, p. 40
13. Ibid, p. 41.
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And to their further argument, it may be said that the whole of
Sitamarhi subdivision is a forest-like region, being on the bhorder
of Nepal Terai.

5 Thus,- u?les}i any substantial archaological evidence for
unaura is forthcoming, Sitamarhi alone sho i

s , should be consider
as the original birth-place of Sita. e considered

Clive’s Dispute with Mr. George Gray
Regarding the Confinement of Ramnaut Dass

BY

Dr. NanpaLaL CHATTERJI, M.A., Pu.D., DLt

University of Lucknow.

The confinement of Ramnaut Dass, an employee of Mr. George
Gray of the Council at Fort William, was one of those controversial
actions of Clive which throw an interesting side-light on the man-
ner in which he asserted his position as Governor of Fort William.
The matter gave rise to a very bitter controversy on the question
as to whether Clive intended 1o set up a Military Government in
the settlement by arrogating to himself the right “to seize with
Military Guards the civil inhabitants” and “to place Military Guards
upon their houses, persons and properties.”! The affair of Ramnaut
is therefore of considerable interest as an illustration of the early

‘phase of Clive’s second Governorship.

The ostensible plea for the detention of Ramnaut was “the
numberless complaints” which Clive had recently received “of
extortion and oppression committed”? by this man at Maldah. In
the course of his several minutes Mr. Gray urgeds :

1. No person residing within the jurisdiction of his Majesty’s
courts could be lawfully confined? by Military Guards longer than
was actually necessary to deliver him up to the civil magistrates.

2. The Governor had no right “in time of profound peace” to
place Military Guards over the house of any inhabitant.

3. The purpose of the confinement was to procure accusations
against him (Mr. Gray) and degrade him in the eyes of the ser-

vants of the Company.

4. The confinement betrayed a desire on the part of the Gov-
ernor to establish a Military Government in the Presidency.

Beng. Pub. Cons. Oct. 14, 1765.

Proceedings of the Bench of the Justices of the Peace, Oct. 18, 1765.
Beng. Pub. Cons. Oct. 14, and 18, 1765.

Proceedings of the Court of Quarter Sessions, June 3, 1762.

W
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5. The highhanded proceedings against Ramnaut amounted
to an encroachment on “ the rights and privileges of the subjects ™
of the entire settlement,

The arguments which Clive put forward in defence of the

action he had taken against Ramnaut were sufficiently elaborate
and may be thus summed up :—

1. It was his duty, as Governor, to enquire into the numerous
charges which had been communicated to him against Mr. Gray.®

2. The seizure of Mr. Gray’s servant was necessitated by the
fact that he was accused of “ heinous crimes and misdemeanours.”®

3. Ramnaut was confined to his own house by a guard “ upon
intelligence that he was going to fly the country.”” *The respect
I have for the laws of my country ”, Clive contended, * will always
prevent my exercising a military force to apprehend any British
subject, unless in cases of a very heinous nature, and when the
offender might otherwise escape from the justice of a civil power,
to whom he must of course be given up.”

4. Ramnaut and Mootera, over whom military guards had
been placed, could not, being natives of India, claim the privileges
of British subjects. “ Were we to consider them as British sub-
jects, ” he argued, “ our political government would be at an end.”

5. Ramnaut was “an inhabitant of Maldah, two hundred and
fifty miles from Calcutta” and his house and family were there and
he was “a sojourner at this settlement, an agent for the busi-
ness of extortion in which Messrs. Gray and Leycester seem vexed

to find him detected”. As such too, he could not claim the privi-
leges of a resident of the British settlement,

6. The Governor havingd “g commission, as a commander-in-
chief of the forces” had “power in himself to exercise a military
authority in support of the civil” and the Government of the settle-
ment, though purely civil, had the right to obtain the assistance of
the military in securing dangerous offenders. Clive urged that
as the Governor must always have the earliest intelligence of

Beng. Pub. Cons. Sepf. 25, 1765. wvide Mr, Gray’s minute.
Beng. Pub. Cons. Sept. 30, 1765.

Beng. Pub. Cons. Oct. 28, 1765.

Vide the Company’s commission, Ma
Governor of Fort William.

® oo

y 31, 1764, appointing Clive as
(Letter from Court, serial No. 7, 1764-17, p. 33).
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matters relating to his Government and of importance'z ’fo t}?e public
interest, he must be invested with the power of providing instantly
for the security of the state in all emergencies. To a_ssert fro'rx} the
case of Ramnaut that he was attempting to establish a military
government and subvert the laws of his country was therefore
“unjust and absurd to the highest degree”.

7. Clive also maintained that his action was not unprec.edented.
He pointed out that there were “no less than two-and-thirty pre-
cedents of black men, some of whom were counsellors” banyans,
being confined for months together under military guards” by order
of his predecessors within the last fourteen years and that most of
these precedents related actually to inhabitants of Calcutta,
whereas the case in question did not.

The principal issue involved in this controversy was the.ques-
tion as to whether the Governor really intended to set up a military
power in opposition to the civil administration of the settleme_nt.
Messrs. Gray and Leycester stoutly maintained in their respective
minutes that they had grounds for suspecting that a military gov-
ernment very inconsistent with the existing civil jurisdict'ion was
going to be instituted and they demanded that t}}e assertion of a
military power over a British Colony must be res.lsted afc all costs.
But, they could not substantiate their charge against Clive and‘ S0
the latter could retort with a show of reason that their accusation
was wholly “romantic” and “absurd.”® A study of their minutes
and statements leaves no doubt about the fact that their attitude
was coloured by their personal resentment at the official enquliric.es
into their corrupt practices. Their appeal to the laws of Britain
was a skillful pose adopted for the purposes of discrediting Cli\{e’s
government in general, and his measures against their oppressive
égentslo in particular.

The punishment which the Council inflicted!! on Mr. Leycester,
an avowed supporter of Mr. Gray, on the ground that he was “the
propagator of the injurious report spread through the settlement
that a military power was going to he set up” was, however, meted
out in much too dictatorial a fashion, Clive per§onally c‘harged Mr.
Leycester with being the author of the report in question, and he
was supported by General Carnac and Mr. Verels't. Mr. Leycester
himself was asked to withdraw from the meeting and was not

9. Beng. Pub. Cons. Oct. 18, 1765.
10. Trans. P. L. R., 1765-1800, No. 1.
11. Beng. Pub. Cons. Oct, 28, 1765.
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allowed to participate in the voting. By a narrow majority of threc
to iwo, the Council passed a resolution to the effect that Mr, Ley-
cester, in publicly circulating the said report, was guilty of un-
faithfulness to the duty of the service and heing thus unworthy of
any position in the Company’s service was to be suspended forth-
with, until the pleasure of the Court of Directors was known.

Clive and his two supporters voted for the resolution, and
Messrs. Gray and Sumner opposed it. The suspension of Mr.
Leycester was evidently intended by Clive to crush all opposition
in and outside the Council. It, however, exposed Clive to the
criticism!? that the resolution was passed with an indecent haste,
and that the offence of Mr. Leycester did not merit so severe a
punishment as suspension from the service. Actually, Clive later
admitted that Mr. Leycester’s report was based on “an expression
hastily dropt by General Carnac at the board”.’®* Besides, there
was no evidence to show that Mr. Leycester had actually broadcast
the report all over the settlement. He himself emphatically asserted,
“So far was I from industrially propagating reports to alarm the
settlement, that I only recollect having mentioned my apprehensions
and sentiments of what had passed to one gentleman.”* On an
examination of the whole proceedings it is apparent that Clive did
take an advantage of an accidental majority in the Council in his
fight against his opponents and punished one of the obnoxious
councillors without allowing him even the privilege of a hearing.1s
Furthermore, when the accuser was not allowed to vote, Clive and
Carnac, being the parties concerned, were also not justified in
taking part in the voting. Mr, Leycester had thus reason to com-
plain that he had been removed “by a majority of only three to two,

and that two of those three were sitting in judgment on their
accuser”,16

The prolonged detention of Ramnaut too was not clearly justi-
fied by the circumstances of the case. That he was kept under
military guards for months without the opportunity of being allowed
to make his defence was extremely unusual. Even assuming that
he was “a notorious villain”1” guilty of gross malpractices at Maldabh,

12, Beng. Pub. Cons. Nov. 4, 1765.
13. Letter to Court, Jan. 31, 1766.

14. Beng. Pub. Cons. Dec. 5, 1765.
15. Beng. Pub. Cons, Dec. 5, 1765.

16. Address from Mr. Ralph Leycester, Dec. 2, 1765.
17. Beng. Pub. Cons. Dec. 30, 1765.
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he should have been immediately'® handed }:)verbtol tltxe of?\igi :i
i i t. The absolute re
i at for trial and punishment. : ' ' &
t}(‘;nil\thtz}?:] man to bail by the Councillors in their capa:;lty ilas c1v:(1,
N i 1 the charge®
i i+ failure to take any action on
magistrates and their on O Tooted
: inst the guards that the la :
levelled by Ramnaut agains ' the latier B orre-
i i de the case against him all the ¥ ‘
his money and jewels ma ‘ : >
ular. The subsequent disclosure that Mr. ‘Verelst had lprx'\;.at‘zz‘21
zilaim‘s of his own on Ramnaut lent added weight to the allegation®
that his persecution arose more from ulterior motives than fr10m a
strict regard for justice. After all, Ramnaut was not the (1>1n y,oczlr
;-ven the principal villain among the gumashtah.s. But for his ¢
tion with an obnoxious councillor, he too like many other op-
necti ‘ 7 :
pressive gumashtahs would have escaped the notice of the Gover

nor.

The affair of Ramnaut cannot be dismissed as an isgtlated

i i 0 . as

instance of either judicial irregularity or executive ‘tyrarmy dv:he

» ‘Cssential link in the chain of circumstances which prepared th

o t131.nd for the establishment of Clive's absolute control over his
gro

own Council.

18. He was actually handed over to the Nawab’s Officers sometime after
Clive’s; departure, vide Beng. Sel, Com. Apnl‘ 18, 1767. e
19. Proceedings of the Bench of the Justices of the Peace, Oct. v18, 765.
Vide the deposition of Mr, Francis, Peacock.
20, Verelst's view, p. 32.
21. Bolts: Considerations, II, pp. 173-7 Beng. Pub, Cons, Nov. 5, 1767.
J. 13



Obituary

It is with profound sorrow that we record here the sad demise
of Diwan Bahadur Prof. C. S. Srinivasachari, the well-known
historian and educationist on 29-8-51 after a brief illness at the age
of 61. He was connected with this journal for a long timc and
was its Associate Editor from 1931 till his death. He took a keen
interest in the journal, and it had in him a pillar of strength.

Born in a distinguished family in the South Arcot district,
Mr. Srinivasachari had his education in the Pachaiyappa’s High
School, Chidambaram and subsequently at the Pachaiyappa’s Col-
lege, Madras, with high academic honours throughout. Soon after
graduation in 1909 he joined the staff of the Pachaiyappa’s College,
where he served with zeal and distinction for 22 years. During
this period he taught all classes from the Junior Intermediate to
the Final Year Honours, Ancient, Modern and Indian History as
well as Politics and Economics, and steadily built for himself a
reputation not only as a successful lecturer but as a genuine and
industrious research worker. In addition to his academic duties
and historical research he made himself useful as a good citizen.
He was a founder-member, Director and the first Secretary of the
George Town Co-operative Credit Society, now one of the biggest
of its kind in the state. He was also actively connected as a former
Director with the Triplicane Urban Co-operative Society, the
largest consumers’ Co-operative Society in these parts.

His reputation as a sound teacher and scholar earned for him
in 1931 the Chair of History and Politics in the newly started
Annamalai University. He served that University till 1946 ably
and conscientiously and these years were perhaps the most fruit-
ful in his long career. Although regular teaching claimed most of
his time, his methodical and painstaking industry enabled him to
produce a number of books and literally hundreds of articles not
only on History and Politics but on several cognate subjects. He
served on numerous Boards and Committees in his own and several
sister Universities where his erudition and experience made him
a valuable counseller and Committeeman. All over the country
Universities and other learned bodies took advantage of his willing
co-operation in organising courses of studies, choosing teachers and
examining students.
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The Government also duly recognised his merit. He was
given the title of Rao Saheb in 1935, Rao Bahadur in 1942 and
finally Diwan Bahadur in 1946. The Indian History Congress
clected him Sectional President in 1931 and 1939 and General
President in 1941. The Oriental Conference elected him Presi-
dent of the History section in 1940; when the Deccan History Con-
gress met for the first time in 1945, he was President of its Modern
History section. The French India History Society of Pondicherry
elected him as an honorary life member. He presided over the
9th Conference of the Madras Geographical Association in 1939.
He was elected President of the Universities section of the Madras
State Educational Conference in 1950 in which year he also pre-
sided over the South Indian History section of the Third Tamil
fostival at Coimbatore. He was recently appointed a mewmber of
t}}e Commitiee set up by the Government of India to compile 2
history of the Indian Freedom Movement. He was for several
y§ars Honorary Editor of the Educational Review. He was asso-
ciated with the Indian Historical Records Commission from 1926
when he became a corresponding member. He was appointed an
E)fpert Member in 1942, When a Regional Records Survey Com-
mlttée was constituted for Madras state he wag appropriately
nominated as its convener. He was a member of the Madras
geachers: gu%ld for several years and President of the South Arcot

eachers’ guild for some years. He was a member of the Madras

Text;loook Committee for nearly a quarter of a century and a
member of the S. S. L, C. Board for some years.

In 1950 his friends, students and co-workers presented him &

geautiful volume of Essays and Studies in honour of his 61st Birth-
ay.

und;\fatxziijnwer.sm-es have invited Prof. Srinivasachari to lecture
ander bl r:usplceb.. At the Madras University he delivered the
o abrah S;;gxsya\ Aiyar lc.ectures in 1924, the Sankara Parvathi
" - _ and the er William Meyer lectures in 1949. He

sdaanver51ty Extension lecturer as early as 1921 and deli-
:::Zd ! onorary Readership lectures from 1926-32. H;e has deli-
vered special lectures in. the Annamalai, Osmania and Utk:;l Uni-

rsities. In 1950 he delivered the annual day address of the Bhan-

darkar Research Institut
: e, Poona and in 1951 th S
of the Bihar Research Society, Patna. ¢ snnual day address

A . .
e Wafste;- hlihretlrement from the Annamalai University in 1946
or three years Principal of the newly started R. D N,
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College at Sivaganga and later he was Principal of the Pachai-
yappa’s College at Kancheepuram during its first year. Even
after his retirement from the Annamalai University his association
with it continued until his death as he was a member of various
bodies of the University.

Prof. Srinivasachari was a great lover of books and collected
a vast personal library. A versatile storehouse of historical
information and little known details, his erudition sat lightly upon
him. A profound scholar of monumental industry he also posses-
sed that rare virtue, a true humility. He was a man of simple
tastes and genial temperament. He was one of the most distinguish-
ed and sympathetic of professors, and his charming manners and
readiness to help those junior to him endeared him {o every one
who had the good fortune to come in contact with him. His death
at the comparatively early age of 61 is a great loss to historial
scholarship and leaves a big gap in the educational world.

Among his chief publications may be mentioned : (1) History
of Madras; (2) History of Gingee; (3) Diary of Anandarangam
pillai; (4) The inwardness of British annexation in India ; and
(5) Vignettes of the Walajahi dynasty.



Reviews

STUDIES IN DECCAN HISTORY, by K. Sajun Lal, M.A.,
Osmania University, Hyderabad (Dn.).

This is a neat, little, recent publication containing a collection
of articles contributed by the author to a number of Journals viz.
‘ New Indian Antiquary’ ‘ Islamic Culture,’ ¢ Historical Quarterly,’
‘Rainbow ’, etc, The papers reprinted in this small volume are
very interesting as they relate to an important epoch in the history
of the Deccan. The salient features of the period are well
delineated — the slow recovery of the Marathas from the stagger-
ing blow they had received at the historical battle-field of Panipat,
the tortuous diplomacy adopted by the rival powers in the south,
the emergence of a new power in Mysore under Haidar Ali, and
the steady expansion of the English East India Company, which
exploited to the fullest extent the deepening confusion in India.
The Nizam took advantage of the dissensions among the Maratha
chiefs and by playing off one against another, successfully evaded
treaty obligations imposed on him by force. Political alignments
were fluctuating and unstable and even when two or more powers
combined together against a common foe, the allies rarely acted
in unison and good faith. As Dr. Surendra Nath Sen observes,
“ the lack of idealism and territorial patriotism on the part of the
people undermined the strength of the state in each case and first
Mysore and then the Marathas had to make a discreditable exit
from the political arena while the Nizam survived till the emanci-
pation of India because he reconciled himself to the humiliation of
British suzerainty ”.

The character of the Peshwa Madhava Rao is well brought
out—his indomitable courage in the battle-field as also his astute
diplomacy. He had done much to rehabilitate the Maratha prestige
and his premature death in 1772 was indeed a national calamity.
As Sajunlal observes, “with him passed away the prosperity of
Maharashtra”. The circumstances leading to the Nizam’s
disastrous defeat at Kharda are fully explained. “His (the
Nizam’s) favourite, Bakhshi Begum, could not stand the booming
of the cannon and the sight of persons falling dead. She called her
lord and requested him to make a hasty retreat to the fort of
Kharda ...... It was not a question of valour but of honour, and
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to guard his consort, the Nizam committed one of the greatest
blunders ”,

The reprints published in this handy publication throw a flood
of light on a period of transition and quick political changes, The
book makes interesting reading and will, no doubt, prove of great
help to students doing research in modern Indian History.

—V. R,

AN HISTORICAL ATLAS OF THE INDIAN PENINSULA: By
C. Collin Davies, (Oxford University Press, Price Rs, 3-8).

This is a very useful Atlas comprising 47 maps in all, covering
the entire period of Indian History from the earliest times right
down to the attainment of independence. The series end with the
map demarcating the two Dominions of India and Pakistan shown
on page iii of the cover. A brief explanatory note is attached to
each map which is both informatory and illuminating. The Maps
are neat and relevant to the topic of study. The traditional evil
of incorporating a multiplicity of names and unnecessary details
has been scrupulously avoided, The maps relate to all important
stages in the spacious and variegated history of India. Besides the
historical series, the Atlas also contains maps relating to the Mon-

soons, Mean Annual Rainfall, Languages, Economic products and
Density of Population,

The author has realised from his own rich and ripe experi-
ence as a teacher of Indian History the imperative need for a good
Atlas for understanding historical problems. The influence of the
geographical factor is perhaps nowhere better illustrated than in
Indian History. The dominant influence exercised by the physio-
graphic environment on the history of our country is very well
exemplified in this Atlas. This Atlas will be a useful addition to
the libraries of High Schools and Colleges and is indispensable to

students and teachers of Indian History especially in the higher
stages.

—V. R.

REVIEWS

THE SOUTH INDIAN APOSTOLATE OF ST. THOMAS: By
II{ndlzla DBamel, Travdarz:ore. Pub. Church History Association of

» Burma, and Ceylon, Serampore Ce lls;‘ S my:
Pages 34, price Re. 1.8 as, e, West Bengal
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In th,ls well documented, hut not fully documented, hooklet the
author gives on pages 15-18  five pieces of presumptive evidence ”

(p. 18) from the traditions of the Mylapore, Malabar, Socotrine,
and Chaldean churches, for the fact that “ St. Thomas Christians
are almost unanimous in holding” (since ca. 1525 alone) “the
tradition regarding the South Indian apostolate of St, Thomas”
(p. 12). The earliest of them is Marco Polo’s report in his book
of 1298, on the Maabar (Coromandel) Christian, Muslim, and
Pariah traditions of ca, 1288, without his specifying the saint’s
burial place as Mylapore, or some other locality in South India,
And here 3 or 4 St. Thomas tombs, and 2 St. Thomas skeletons
have been in existence since at least 1522-23, when 2 Mylapore
St. Thomas tombs were opened which yielded the two skeletons
since venerated at Goa and Mylapore, while from 1258 a third
St. Thomas sekeleton (of 232-3 or later) from somewhere in India
had been, and still is, venerated at Ortona in Italy, and while in
1122 and 1370 there were 2 St. Thomas mummies (containing, of
course, a 4th and a 5th St. Thomas skeleton) working won-

ders in Syria (and not in Mylapore as the author locates that of
1122, p. 23).

He is silent about these astounding anomalies, probably
because he did not, and does not, know of them as they are
not found mentioned in any of the books referred to in his booklet,
nor in Malabar’s St. Thomas Song (with precise dates 50 to 72 A.D.
and even the exact minute of his death), declared in 1916 to be
of “reliability hardly assailable”, but not proved yet to have had
its existence before 1892. Our author has condemned the Song
and therefore also its alleged original, the St. Thomas “Charitam”
of 72 AD, not yet shown to the world, as “spurious”, although
an Italian translation of the Song was published in Rome in 1938,

and used unsuspectingly by Rev. Fr. Heras, of Bombay, and other
writers.

He has not also explained why himself and others now affirm,
and have been asserting since ca. 1525 that St, Thomas was mur-
dered at a temple as martyr by an “ Emprin” (= Kanarese
Brahman) priest with a “#ilam” (= lance), while Mylapore

ancestors repeatedly averred from at least Marco Polo’s visit
J. 14
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(ca. 1288-93) to Diogo Fernandes’s (1517-43) that St. Thomas died
as a non-martyr (at no temple) at the hands of a Pariah with an
unintentional arrow. What an astounding volte face!! M. Polo’s
sentences bearing on this non-martyrdom are omitted by our
author (vide p. 21), while he does give on p. 12 his Church’s tradi-
tion that “ he was stabbed to death (on the Coromande] Coast) by
some Brahman and buried at Mylapore” (— in which of the 2 or
3 tombs there ?, one may ask).

Could the martyr St. Thomas of all accounts Indian and
foreign be the same as the non-martyr of the reiterated South
Indian tradition of ca. 1288-93 to 1517-43 ? Or could this be the
“Saracen holy man and great prophet of their own, come from
Nubia” before 1288-93 as the Muslims claimed in Marco Polo’s
days ?Vide M. Polo, Vol. 11, Bk. 3, ch. 18, 17, 35, and 20 for the
full account. One could suggest that if the Nubian Muslim was
called by the Arabic name Tawwdmd, his tomb could be easily
mistaken for that of St. Thomas known in Syriac, Tamil, and
Malayalam as Tomd, just as the Muslim Isd’s tomb at Srinagar in
Kashmir has been wrongly regarded by the Christians there as Isa
(= Jesus) Christ’s!! Mr. Daniel, however, glorifies the above
Morco-Poline account of the Muslim-Christian holy man as an “un-
equivocal ” and “ undisputed recorded reference” (pp. 21 and 22)
to St. Thomas the Jew come to South India (from Jerusalem,
Galilee, Edessa, Chaldea, Fars, Socotra, or Parthian N, W. India).

And, like most St. Thomas historians, he assumes (a) that his
present day tradition, or that of 1525 to 1720, or of 1288 to 1525,
was certainly current in all the previous centuries since St, Thomas,
and (b) that they were really based in the first century on actual
St. Thomas facts or events (and not on somebody’s opinion, or

misconception as in the case of the Srinagar Muslim-Christian tomh
supra, or on some one’s fabrication).

And really the most serious defect of the booklet is that the
author committed himself to his conclusion in favour of his own
South India without considering earlier documents pointing to
non-South India and non-Mylapore. For instance :-—

(1) King Prester John’s famous letter of 1165 locates
a “desert” east of St. Thomas’s burial-place. Could this be
Mylapore, or a site in N. W. India in W, Pakistan, having the Sind
and Thar deserts S.E. of it ?, and the Asian ones N.E.?
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(2) The Armenian Prince Sempad who actt.lally visited N. W,
India mentions in his letter of 1248 Saracen kings C’?nquered by
ihe Tartars in the ‘ India where St. Thomas preached.” Could this
he South India ?

st. Isidore too who locates the tomb at Calamina of India
in the furthest eastern part of the Parthi'ans, or the Medes, or of
both, points to Parthian or Median India, ar{d not Mylapore as
Mr. Daniel interprets him (d. 636), p. 27, quoting me.

Finally let us note that in 1903 Col. Yule re‘corded that the
Mylapore Catholic authorities are * strong.i.n t,i,lsparagement of
the special sanctity attached to those localities” of St. Thom.as
(San Thome and the 2 Mounts close by). And Papal Chevalier
D’ Cruz too (St. Thomas, 1929, p. 112} says: :‘ Catholies . . ... are
not compelled to believe in its genuinencss” (the Mylapore S_t.
Thomas tomb of to-day, one of the 2 there). The.e pre-sent tomb is
in the usual S. Indian Muslims® North-South direction, and not
Christians’ or Jews' E. W. direction. That of 1523 too !T s

HANDBOOK OF ORIENTAL HISTORY (Royal Historical Society
Guides and Handbooks, No. 6) : By Members of the
Department of Oriental History, School of Oriental & .African
Studies, University of London, edited by C. H. Philips and
published by the Royal Historical Society, London, 1951.

This learned and attractive handbook though intended 'for
Western students of Oriental History, wiu be‘a helpful companion
to Oriental students of Indian and Asiat_lc history. We corfhally
welcome its role of obviating the difﬁcult.les presentet'i by erental

ersonal and place-names, terms of political, economic, social and
feligious import, and systems of dating. The volume covers the
whole field of Oriental history from ancient to r.nodern times and
from Arabia to Japan, excluding only. pre-Islamic Near East. 'Its
five sections deal with the Near and Middle East (.Bernard Lewxs).,
India and Pakistan (C. H. Philips), South East Asia and the Archi-
pelago (D. G. E. Hall), China (O. P. .N. B Van der Sprenkﬁ%l),
d Japan (W. G. Beasley). Each section discusses the Romanisa-
,?il;n of Oriental words, personal and pls.tce—names, a.nd systems of
dating and gives a select glossary and a list of d_ynastles and rulers.
The section relating to India adopts the Hunterian system of tl.rans-
literation and considers family and . persona.l names '(Hmdu,
Muslim and Parsi), honorifics, and tltlies (Hindu, Musym and
British. The glossary explains terms like Adalat, Akali, Arya,
Avatar, Bahadur, Bakhshi, Batta, Dharma, Dharna, Dvija, Fatwa,

S5
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Faujdar, Jaghir, Khalsa, Peshwa, Ryotwari, Sati, Thakur, Varna,
Zamindar. The list of rulers begins with the Mauryas and ends
with the Governors-general and Viceroys down to Viscount Mount-
batten (1947). The Saisunagas and the Nandas might well have
been included. On p. 85 Yadava [Sangama], Tuluva and Aravidu
emperors of Vijayanagar are mentioned, hut not Saluva Narasimha
or his dynasty. The place of Index is taken by an alphabetical list
of dynasties and rulers.

—R. S.

TWILIGHT OF THE MUGHULS : STUDIES IN LATE MUGHUL
DELHI : By Perceval Spear, Cambridge University Press, 18s.
net.

This admirable historical survey elucidates the vicissitudes of
the shrunken empire of the Mughuls from 1760 to 1857. It dis-
cusses the extent and resources of the Delhi kingdom and estimates
its degrec of independence and the causes of its downfall. It
examines British policy towards the late Mughul kings, its expe-
diency and success. It describes the administrative system asso-
ciated with the name of Charles Metcalfe and the life of the British
in up-country during the first half of the 19th century. It pictures
Delhi in the Muliny period from the Indian point of view. The

present volume, characterised by lucid analysis, picturesque nara- .

tion and fruitful comparison, sustains the reputation of Dr. Spear’s
previous works and remains a solid piece of state-paper research
in attractive attire.

The author in his Introduction scrutinises the character of the
third battle of Panipat in 1761 and observes that it was not deci-
sive : “What Panipat really did was to reveal, as in a lightning
flash, the political bankruptcy of the Afghan chiefs and the ma-
terial poverty of the Marathas” (p. 4). He emphasises the dictum
that “ the ages of social and political decay are commonly periods
of exceptional energy and activity” (p. 10). He envisages the
political position of the East India Company as the Imperial
Regent if the policy of helping the Emperor with British arms had
been pursued with vigour in 1783. He describes Bahadur Shah
II as a philosophic prince, an ornament to any court. This interest-
ing and instructive volume is provided with four excellent plates,

a map, a glossary, a bibliography, an index, and notes to the
chapters.

—R. S.

-
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A CONCISE HISTORY OF THE INDIAN PEOPLE by H. G.
Rawlinson, C.IE, MA,, F.R.Hist.S. (Oxford University Press)
Second edition 1950.

The author of this book is an eminent scholar with a record of
long and distinguished service in the sphere of Indian Education.
He has succeeded to a remarkable extent in writing a really concise
history of India incorporating therein the latest archaeological dis-
coveries. As the author himself observes, it has been written
primarily for the use of students preparing for the matriculation
Examination of the Indian Universities. He has consistently
observed throughout the book a judicious sense of pro-
portion — emphasising salient landmarks but at the same time
avoiding dull and dreary details which weary the average student.
The book is admirably planned and the narration is simple and
gripping. In view of the increasing importance of Indian History
in Independent India, this book is admirably suited to be adopted
as a general basis for teaching the subject in secondary schools and
in Intermediate colleges. In its scrupulous avoidance of irrelevant
details, it is bound to be popular with the general reader anxious to
have a panoramic view of the spacious history of our ancient land.

The book is copiously illustrated inclusive of the maps repre-
senting the important stages in the historical evolution of our
country. From the beginning of the historical period the author
has summarised at the end of each chapter the leading dates for
the events described. The main narrative is brought down to the
attainment of independence and the emergence of the two
Dominions. The Examination questions relating to each chapter
given towards the end will be found useful to the teachers as wel]
as the taught. The book has been neatly and attractively got up.
It can be recommended as a good text book embodying within a
short compass a continuous narrative of the entire volume of
Indian History from the earliest period right down to our own times.

—V.R.

DAWN OF RENASCENT INDIA by Dr. Kalikinkar Datta, M.A.,
Ph.D., Published by Nagpur University, pp, 128,

The chapters of this book are based on the Mahadeo Hari
Wathodkar lectures delivered by Dr. Datta in the Nagpur Univer-
sity in 1950. These lectures deal only with certain aspects of the
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Indian Renaissance and do not pretend to make an exhaustive
treatment of the subject. In the first chapicr Dr. Datta deals with
the background and genesis of the Indian renaissance. He traces
the beginnings of the renaissance to the early decades of the nine-
teenth century.

The second chapler deals with the new education which was
responsible for the intellectual revolution in the country.
Dr. Datta points out that it would be unhistorical to ascribe to
Lord Macaulay the sole credit for the introduction of western
education in India. Enlightened Indian opinion had recognised the
need for western education years before Macaulay penned his
famous Minute. The Hindu College which was founded in 1817
became the centre and inspiration of the new intellectual revival.
The thirst for knowledge created by the new education led to the
formation of literary and scientific societies, whose aclivities are
described in the third chapter. The Calcutta Public Library which
is the parent of the National Library of India was founded in 1835.
A Society for the acquisilion of general knowledge was formed in
1838. Indians like Radhanath Sikdar distinguished themselves in
scientific studies and were elected to learned societies abroad.
With the progress of Western education new trends in literature
began to manifest themselves. Dr. Datla confines his attention
only to developments in Bengali, Hindi, and Urdu.

The fourth chapter surveys the attempts made to unravel
India’s past. While Dr. Datta acknowledges the remarkable con-
tribution made by European scholars in this direction he gives due
importance to the labours of Indian scholars like Tara Chand Chak-
raverty, Rajendralal Mitra, R. G. Bhandarkar, R. C. Datt,
Ranade, Telang, and Haraprasad Sastri. In the concluding
chapter, Dr. Datta surveys the progress of education and
other movements for social reform such as the re-marriage of
widows, the abolition of Sati, etc. Dr. Datta draws our attention
to the fact that as early as 1756 there was an attempt to induce
Hindu society to permit the remarriage of widows.

Dr. Datta’s book forms a welcome addition to our literature
on the Indian renaissance, We hope that he will follow up the

publication of these lectures by a fuller and more comprehensive
treatise on the subject,

—V.K. &S
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Select Contents of Periodicals
Ceylon Historical Journal — Vol. 1, No. 1, July '51. Dehi-
wela.

1. Sanskrit Civilization among the Ancient Sinhalese, by
O H. De. Wijesekara.

2. Notes on some foreign literary sources for the study of
the fourth, fifth century A.D. History of Ceylon, by
Ananda Jayawardana.

3. Plantation Economy and Colonial Policy in Ceylon, by
A. B, Perera.

English Historical Review — Vol. LXVI, No. 260, July 1951.

London.

1. British Policy in Morocco — 1886-1902, by A. J. P. Taylor.

Ganganatha Jha Research Institute — Journal of, Vol, VIII,

Part 1, November 1950.

1. The date of the Bharata War, by Prof. Tarakeswar Bhat-
tacharya, M.Sc., Benares,

History, Vol. XXXV, No. 125, October 1930, London.

1, The Censorship of the Press during the reign of
Charles II, by J. Walker,

Indian Historical Quarterly, Vol. XXVII, No. 2, June ’51,

Calcutta.

1. Lanke, by Dr. S. B. Chaudhuri, M.A., Ph.D.

9 The Arthasastra material in the Raghuvamsa, by Prof.
Dasaratha Sharma, M.A.

3. Srimad Bhagavata — The Place of its Origin, by Dr. J. N.
Banerjee, M.A., Ph.D.

4. Buddhism in Kamarupe, by Maheswar Neog, M.A.

5. The Arya-Manjusri — Mula-kalpa of Candragupts I, by
Kailas Chandra Ojha, MLA.
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Indian Review — Vol. 52, No. 10, October 1951, Madras.
1, Secular State and Religion, by Mahamahopadhyaya
Dr. P. K. Acharya, M.A., Ph.D., D.Litt,

Numismatic Society of Indic — Journal of the, Vol. XII,
December 50, Part 1I, Bombay.

1. The Coins of Ramagupta, by P. L. Gupta, Benares.

2, A New Silver Coin of Gautamiputra Sri. Yajng Sata-
karni, by Dr. S. L. Katare, M.A., D.Litt., Jabalpur,

3. Was Kacha a brother of Samudragupte?, hy K. C.
Ojha, M.A.

The United Provinces Historical Society — the Journal of,
Vol, XXII, Parts 1-2, 1949, Lucknow.
1. Anandg Coomaraswamy, by V. S. Agarwala,

2. The Old Indian Route from Bactrig to Taxile, by Foucher,
Chapter VI—The Asiatic Influences, translated by
Dr. Moti Chandra, M.A,, Ph.D.

3. Indian Historical Studies — Some Problems, by V. S.
Agarwala.

4. A Catalogue of the Images of the Brahma, Vishnu and
Siva in Mathura Art, by Vasudeva S. Agarwala.
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Our Exchanges

Aunnals of the Bhandarkar Oriental Research Institute, Deccan,
Gymkhana, P. O. Poona.

Annual Bibliography of Indian Archaeology, Leyden, Holland.
Aryan Path, Bombay.

Asia Major, Bombay.

Bharate Itihasa Samshodaka Mandala, Poona, Quarterly.
Brahma Vidya, The Adyar Library Bulletin, Madras.
Britain To-day, London,

Bulletin of the Archacological Survey of India, Delhi,

Bulletin of the Government Oriental Manuscripts Library,
Madras.

Bulletin of the Institute of Historical Research, London.
Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African Studies, London.,
The Ceylon Historical Journal,

Epigraphia Indica, Delhi.

Half-yearly Journal of the Mysore University, Mysore.
Hindustan Review, Patna.

Indian Archives, Delhi.

Indian Review, Madras.

India Quarterly, New Delhi.

India Digest, Ahmedabad.

Journal of the Benares Hindu University, Benares.
Journal of the Bihar Research Society, Patna.

Journal of the Bombay Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society,
Bombay.

Journal of the Dakkan History and Culture, Hyderabad.
Journal of the Ganganath Jha Research Institute, Allahabad.
Journal of Numismatic Society of India, Bombay.

Journal of Oriental Research, Madras.

Jowrnal of Sri Venkateswara Oriental Institute, Tirupati.
Journal of the Telugu Academy, Cocanada.

Journal of United Provinces Historical Society, Lucknow.
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Jowrnal of the University of Bombay, Bombay.
Main Currents in Modern Thought, New York.
Man in India, Ranchi.

Medieval India Quarterly, Aligarh.

Political Science Quarterly, New York.
Quarterly Journal of Mythic Society, Bangalore.

Quarterly Journal of Kannada Literary Academy, Bangalore.
Science and Culture, Calcutta.

Self-Realization Magazine, California.

United Asia, Bombay.

University of Birmingham Historical J ournal, Birmingham.
University of Californiq Publications in Ilistory, California.
University of Ceylon Review.

Viswabharati Quarterly. Santiniketan,

;r;,;a by G- Srinivasachari, B.A, at G. S. Press, Narasingapuram Street,

Mount Road, Madras, and Publishéd by K. P. Pillay, B.A. (Oxon),

University of Travancore, Trivandrum.,
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