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The Raushania Movement and the Mughuls

Duarva BHaNU, B.A. (Hows.), M.A.
Agra College, Agra

INTRODUCTION

During the reigns of Akbar, Jahangir and Shah Jahan the
Afghans and the Pathans living in the region between Kabul and
the Indus, specially around the Khaibar Pass, showed consider-
able religio-socio-political activity and rebelled many 2 time
against the authority and government of Delhi, These Afghans
and Pathans gathered around their religious leaders in large num-
bers and took up arms and defied the Mughuls in a fit of quasi-
national enthusiasm. The Raushanias, as these people were called,
hecame a source of danger and constant Worry for Akbar, Jahangir
and even to Shah Jahan and the imperial generals and viceroys

of the North.

BAYAZID ANSARI

The Birth of the Movement

The Raushania movement started as a socio-religious move-
ment under the leadership of Miyan Bayazid Ansari who was
born at Jalandar (Panjab) in 1525 a year before the final in-
vasion of Babar. Miyan Bayazid’s father, Shaikh Abdullah, like
the father of the great Sur leader, Sher Shah, had neglected his
son,2 divorced his wife and married another younger woman. Thus
Bayazid’s childhood was not happy. He never went to school and
his education, if at all, was meagre. It was probably due to this
reason that he became a sceptic and inquisitive to know about
the true faith and Truth. He developed this tendency as he had
to make his way to life. As a young man he is claimed to have
said: “I can see alright the earth and the sky, but where is the
God you talk of 77 Bayazid seems to have been a precocious

1. Dabistan-i-Mazhab, P 247.
2.+ Dabistan, Ibid. :
" 3. Dabistan, Thid,
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youth, for as early as at the age of eighteen he had become so
popular that he had gathered around him some disciples and fol-
lowers.t Though their number was small, it shows a bit of his
popularity and affability.

These Pathan followers of Bayazid acknowledged him as their
social, religious and political leader and submnitted to his authority
unreservedly. Their leader called himself Pir-i-Raushan, the
Enlightened Pir. The Akhund Darweza — another Afghan pir and
rival — dubbed him in derision as Pir-i-Tarik, the Darkened Pir.5
The Mughuls adopted this phrase of the Akhund and began call-
ing Bayazid Tariki and his followers Tarikis.

Bayazid Ansari expounded his ideas and recorded his teach-
ings in the three books® that he wrote in Arabic:

1. Magsud-ul-Muminin,
2. Khair-ul-Bayan, and
3. Hal Namah.

The Khair-ul-Bayan has been {ranslated into Persian, Urdu
and Pushto. It is an epitome of the teachings and ideas of the
founder of the Raushania movement, and, therefore, is the
most valuable book for and about this movement.

Causes of Popularity

The Raushania movement was more pro-Shia than pro-Sunni,
and this was the cause of its popularity among the Afghans.
Bayazid attracted the masses by a set of principles benefitting the
followers, such as freedom from observing the Shariat, obedience
to the authority of the Pir only and none else, lawfulness in
seizing the property of all non-Raushanias and, lastly, the promise
of “the dominion of the whole world.”” This was enough. The
early followers of the movement were the tribesmen of the Khalil
and the Mahmudzaj tribes.

4, Dabistan, p. 251,
5. Raverty: Notes on Afghanistan, p. 46.

6. Dabistan, p. 251; Nizam-ud-din Ahmad: Tabgat-i-Akbari, Volume
I, p. 398; Abdul Qadir Badauni: Muntakhab-ut-Tawarikh, Volume II, p.
349, ’

7. Nizam-ud-din Ahmad in Elliott and Dowson, Vol. V; and Munta-
khah-ut-Tawarikh, Volume II, p. 349,

RAUSHANIA MOVEMENT AND THE MUGHULS 3

Wrong Notion of Mughul Historians

The Mughul historians have wrongly called the Raushanias
as ‘heretics’. The Raushanias remained true Muslims all through
the movement, though they held some unorthodox opinions. Both
Abdul Qadir Badauni® and Nizam-ud-din Ahmad® have written
that Bayazid “spread the religion of the heretics ”; but, unfortu-
nately, none of them has given the reasons for holding such views.
Nor has any of the two said that Bayazid was a non-Muslim. We
know it for definite that Bayazid never gave up the Muslim prayer,
the namaz, nor did he abandon the basic principles of Islam. In
fact, he remained a true Muslim throughout his life and observed
most of the formalities necessary for a Muslim. He only wanted
to purge Islam of its orthodoxy and to make it more acceptable
to greater numbers. And because he wanted to purge Islam of
its orthodoxy, we will have to admit that he was far more enlight-
ened than the other ulema or religious leaders of his day. He
was of opinion that because God was omnipresent and omnipotent,
where is the necessity for us to face to the West (Kaba) while
praying to Him. This one example alone will suffice it to show
that Bayazid Ansari was a sceptic and wanted to base his teach-
ings on reason. He was, indeed, far ahead of his times and that
was the chief reason for the fact that his ideas could not find
greater publicity and attract followers. As regards the action of his
followers, we will have to admit that it was necessary for him to
offer them some attraction, some inducement and also some lati-
tude for their wrong actions. Every new movement has to over-
look the uncalled-for actions of its followers, and Bayazid had to
overlook their actions as a matter of course.

Bayazid’s Teachings

In the early years of the movement Bayazid scored pheno-
menal success and became very popular among his followers. He
was very loyally supported by his followers in his claims of styling
himself as the King of Afghanistan and in his dream of conquer-
ing India and defeating Akbar® He prescribed the following
stages for attaining salvation :

8. Muntakhab-ut-Tawarikh, Volume II, p. 349.
9. Tabgat-i-Akbari Vol. II, p. 398.

10. H. Beveridge: “Bayazid Ansari, Pir Raushan” in The Encyclo-
paedia of Islam, Volume I, p. 686.
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1. Shariat — Following the Law.

2. Tariqat — Following the mystic path.

3. Haq?qat——Remembering God.

4. Marifat — Perceiving God everywhere and in every
5 éhinf;;.

. Qurbat — Knowing and understandi

6. Waslat — Renunciation of worldlydil;tkl)igng(i()d.

;. Tawhid — Uniting oneself with God. h

Sakunat — Acquiring the powe A ]
tues of God. power of radiating the vir-

This was the highest stage of perfection tha i

t any h 3
could reach. It was equal to nirwan and the attaiﬁm:xi?a(?f bC?:)rc)lg
hood. ]

. Mr.‘ Amir Ali has given the following summary of the chief
iraits of the Raushania movement, of course in his own light :

. “He (Bayazid) taught that God is all-pervading, and that all
e)'nsting objects are only forms of the Deity ; that the’z Pirs ?'
glous teachers were the great manifestations of the Divinitm: ‘:;1 1;;
the sole test of right and wrong was to follow the path yc;int ad
out.by the Pir who is the representative of the Divinity ; tfl t tlele
ordlr}ances of the law have, therefore, a mystical meanin, axfd ar
ordained only as the means of acquiring religious perfec%ion‘ n:;
that ‘fhe mystic sense of the law is only attainable by reli,cr'a
exerc1s?s and the instructions of a Pir; it is the source of r l'afous
perfection, and this perfection being attained, the exterioe lgm;’ y
nances of the law cease 1o be binding, and are \,/irtually anmile?lr”ll;

JALALA ANSARI

The Movement at its Climax

. Bayazid died in 1581 at the age of 56. He had reached the
climax of his popularity and power by that time. He wa
ceeded by his son, Jalal-ud-din Ansari, commonls; known ts S}!:'c_
tory as Jalala. Jalal-ud-din was a man of energy, tact an(zl ;::
(s)(f)u:;le;ufl:f:tsé At the time of his succession he wa; a young boy

en summers ; but even at that age he was di i
:ir:zzgi}; t;l)1 understand that as emperor Akbargwas presentp ttm:;lt:‘-
fime ose north-v-vestern .regions, where he had gone in order
ppress the rebellion of his brother, Mirza Hakim, it was proper

and advisable for him to waj
wait upo .
was returning from Kabul. pon the emperor while the latter

‘

11. Sayyid Amir Ali: The Spirit of Islam, page 344,
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His Anti-Mughul Activities

It should be remembered that the Raushania movement had
started as a socio-religious movement. And so long as the move-
ment confined itself to social and religious activity and to preach-
ing its “tariki” philosophy, the Mughul emneror Akbar did not
interfere with it in the least. Far from it, Akbar “kindly recei-
ved "2 Jalal-ud-din Ansari, the son and successor of Bayazid, in
1581, and, most possibly, discussed theology with him. It was only
after the Raushanias abandoned purely religious and social acti-
vities and began interfering with the functions of the Mughul
government,!® the maintenance of peace and order and “shut up
the roads between Hindustan and Kabul” that Akbar was com-
pelled by the force of circumstances to set out to “repress this
base sect.””4 Thus we sce that the relations between emperor Akbar
and the Raushanias became strained only when the latter became
obstinate and tried to flout his authority. The Raushanias began
plundering the countryside and the caravans laden with merchan-
dise while they crossed the Khaibar Pass, harassed the people, crea-
ted confusion all around and did not allow the government to func-
tion properly. Akbar was rather weak at the time of Bayazid;
but he could not tolerate the plundering raids of the Raushanias
during the leadership of Jalal-ud-din. Now his hold over India
was secure and Mirza Hakim was no longer alive to attract his
attention. Therefore, he decided to crush this movement. By
adding politics and brigandage to theological principles and social
reform and plundering the countryside the Raushanias brought
about their own ruin.

The policy of Jalal-ud-din was to harass the Mughuls and to
block their way between Kabul and the Indus. It was under his
leadership that the movement reached its climax, both in power
and popularity. Large numbers of Pathans and Afghans joined
the Raushania movement, and Nizam-ud-din Ahmad has con-
temptuously said that they were “as numerous as ants.”?® The
opposition of the Mughul government also increased in proportion
to the increase in the Raushania numbers. It is evident from the
events following 1582 that the power and popularity of the Rau-
shania movement were increasing steadily. Very soon these people

12. Nizam-ud-din Ahmad has given this information to us and he is
very clear on the point. Eiliot’s translation uses the words “ kindly received.”

13. Tabgat-i-Akbari (Elliot’s translation).

14. Tabdat-i-Akbari, Ibid.

15. Elliot and Dowson: History of India, Volume V, p. 451,

L)
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became a menace to the peace and order in the north-western
region, and threw a challenge to the government of Akbar. They
blocked the passage of Mirza Shah Rukh when he was on his
way to the court of Akbar in 1584 to seek asylum there. His life
was endangered by the Afghans and it was with great difficulty
that he could escape to Daka and Badakhshan, He could be saved
and brought over to India only when Akbar’s help went to him.16
Again, when Mirza Hakim’s sons were en route to Akbar’s court
in 1583, after their father’s death, the Khaibar Pass was blocke(‘i
by the Raushanias. The party reached India only after the Khaibar
Pass was opened by force with the aid of the Mughul arms.1?

A Menace to Peace

By the year 1586 the Raushanias had become a constant
menace to the Mughul government and the peace and order in the
frontier regions. They had closed both the roads between Kabul
and the Indus and besieged Peshawar as welll® The result of this
event was that the Mughuls were completely cut off from Central
Asia, a situation more dangerous than the one when Kamran
Mirza was in possession: of those regions. The Mughul hold on
these parts became precarious and it was feared that all these
parts will be lost. It was in the face of this danger and such dark
prospects that Akbar appointed Raja Man Singh governor of
Kabul and entrusted him with the task of crushing the Raushaniss.
Shortly after him, Zain Khan Koka, Sayyid Khan Gakkhar, Hakim
Abdul Fatah and Raja Bir Bal were sent to co-operate with Raja
Man Singh in suppressing Jalal-ud-din Ansari!®* The combined
action of all these generals compelled the Raushanias to raise the
siege of Peshawar and retire to the hills. Raja Man Singh was

specially expected to civilise the people of that hilly tract by meet-

ing out justice to them. “An order was given to him (Man
Singh) that when he came near the Khaibar he should halt for
some days and chastise the Tarikis, and make the road safe, so
that pedestrians might feel at ease.”?

Abul Fazl, the court chronicler of Akbar, informs us that when
the ambassador of Abdullah Khan Uzbeg of Turan reached Kabul,

16. Abul Fazl: Akbar Nama, Volume III, Beveridge Edition, p. 70-1.
17. Akbar Nama, Vol. III, pp. 712-3.

18. The Cambridge History of India, Volume IV, p. 136.

19. Elliot and Dowson: History of India, Volume V, p. 451.

20. Akbar Nama, III, p. 717; Muntakhab, II, p. 349 ; Tabqat, II, p. 398.
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he had to be escorted by Shaikh Farid? These records clearly
show that the Raushanias had become very powerful and that
they were always creating troubles in the north-western frontier.
The Mughul forces suffered heavy casualties in their efforts at
checking these desperadoes, and many generals lost their lives on
the barren hillocks around the Passes. Raja Bir Bal lost his life
in the Karagar Pass, east-south-east of the Chak-darra, where his
party, some 8,000 strong, was cut down to a man in a narrow
defile. Almost at the same time Zain Khan Koka and Hakim
Abdul Fatah were badly defeated by the Raushanias and reached
Attock with difficulty. “The death....of Raja Bir Bal, his spiri-
tual companion, grieved (Akbar) exceedingly, and his heart turn-
ed away from everything 22 and he did not relish food and drink
for a few days. Now Akbar realised the gravity of the situaiion
and decided to be nearer the scene of disturbance. He reached
Tahore on 27th May, 1586,2® and sent reinforcements to the fron-
tier. Thus throughout 1586-1587 there were a series of skirmishes
and military actions against the Raushanias.

Akbar Takes Action

On his arrival at Lahore Akbar sent Zain Khan Koka “to
punish the tarikis.”® But the Mughuls under Sayyid Hamid
Bukhari suffered a heavy defeat and he himself was killed fighting
near Bikram. Bukhari’s death emboldened the Raushanias and
now they indulged in wanton hopes. They began dreaming of a
successful future and ruling over Afghanistan and India, and really
believed that Akbar’s empire had lived its days. Fortunately or
unfortunately, this defeat of the Mughuls was a turning point in
the Afghan-Mughul contest for power in the frontier regions,
Raja Man Singh, who was convalescing from an illness at Pesh
Bulag, marched from there on about December 13, 1586, and won
a great victory against the Raushanias, and achieved unexpected
success.?® This victory of Raja Man Singh turned the tables.
During the years 1586-1587 over 25,000 Afghans took part in their
unsuccessful fight against the Mughuls — 20,000 foot and 5,000
horse. In this battle against Raja Man Singh around the Khaibar
Pass, “nearly 2,000 Raushanias were killed.”?® After this victory

21. Akbar Nama, III, 721,

22, Akbar Nama, III, 732.

23. Akbar Nama, III, p. 748.

24. Akbar Nama, III, pp. 777-8.

25. Akbar Nama, III, pp. 782-3 ; Elliot, V, 452,
26. Muntakhab-ut-Tawarikh, Volume II, p. 355.
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Raja Man Singh was relieved of the gc?vernorship. of Kabul and
the post of governor was once again given to. Zain Khan Ko.ka.
The Raja was entrusted with the work of cru;hmg the Raush'amas,
as he had shown uncommon ability in crushing Jalal Ansari.?

In 1587 an army was sent to the Bangash region under the
command of Abdul Mutalib Khan. One day Jalal plundered the
imperialist van under Beg Nuri Khan and Salim'x Khan, an'd took
away considerable property. But soon after, with the assistance
of Muhammad Quli Khan, Muttalib Khan defeated the Afgha}ls
and routed them. At the battle of Dar Samand alone. 550 of 'fhe
enemy’s soldiers fell in the field and about 1,000 wex:e killed (%urmg
their flight?® Jalal-ud-din escaped? to the mount.amous region of
Terah, after great difficulty and danger to his hfe,.through. the
pass of which Ismail Quli was in-charge. By 1588 Raja Man Singh
had made a hell of the life of Jalal Ansari. “FEvery day he went
about with his gabila (followers) and fell into a hundred trou-
bles.”3 At last he was compelled to run away to Abdullah Khan
Uzbeg of Badakhshan (Turan) via Kanigram, and seek shelter at
his court. In the early part of October the same year (1588) t’t}e
Afghans delivered up his family to the Mughuls3! .The Raushania
Movement was, under these circumstances, considered to haYe
Leen crushed and it seemed that the Mughuls ha<.i succeeded in
bringing peace and order to the north-western frontier. Akbar r?-
called his victorious army to the plains below and rewarded his
generals for their valour and achievements.

Abdullah Khan of Turan, however, was more fiiplomatic and
worldly-minded than Jalal Ansari had expected him t(? bf?- He
wanted to maintain peaceful relations with Al_{bar. Finding no
support, therefore, in Badakhshan, Jalal thought }t proper to return
and continue his fight against the Mughuls single-handed. He
returned to his hilly homeland in 1592 and again engaged in
revolt.

Muhammad Qasim Khan was the governor of Kabul at this
time. Akbar sent Asaf Xhan to help Qasim Khan in suppressing
Jalal. Later on, Zain Khan Koka was sent to help them both.

97. Akbar Nama, Volume I, p. 790;

98. Akbar Nama, III, 795.

99, Muntakhab-ut-Tawarikh, II, p. 357 ; Akbar Nama, ITI, 802.
30. Akbar Nama, Volume III, p. 810.

31, , Akbar Nama, 1I, Thid.
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The three generals compelled Jalal to flee for his life. This time
he left Tirah and went to the Kafir territory (Kafiristan) .32

WAHDAT ALI

During the absence of Jalal-ud-din Ansari the work of resis-
tance against the Mughuls was taken up by one of his relations,
Wahdat Ali by name. He captured the fortress of Kanshal and
occupied the territory around the fort. But after some time Zain
Khan and Asaf Khan defeated him and captured the fortress.
Not only did Wahdat Ali lose 7,400 soldiers (400 killed and 7,000
made prisoners), he had also to surrender himself3® However,
Jalal was continuously troubling the Mughuls. On the death of
Qasim Khan, the governor of Kahul, in 1596, the Raushanias tried
to take their chance and rebelled. But they were suppressed by
the new governor, Qulich Khan3* The governor succeeded in
capturing Tirah, the Raushania hill-stronghold, in 1598, and so
Jalal had to retire to Koh Safed.? The {rontier region felt repose
once again, and, as Abul Fazl tells us, *the roads became safe.”

The End of Jalala

The Raushanias again threw a challenge to the Mughuls in
1599 when they captured Ghazni; but they were driven out very
soon. This was the last contest of the Raushanias in which Jalal-
ud-din Ansari took part. On the loss of Ghazni he fled to the hills
of Rabat, where he was killed by Murad Ali and some other ser-
vants of Shariff Khan towards the end of 1600 A.D.36

AHDAD ANSARI

Jalal-ud-din’s leadership of the Raushanias lasted from 1581
to 1600. After his murder Ahdad became the Pir of the move-
ment. Though the Raushanias continued to give trouble to

32. Akbar Nama, III, p. 983.

33. Akbar Nama, Volume III, p. 984. Abdul Qadir Badauni, however,
says that about 14,000 Raushanias were taken prisoners (Muntakhab-ut-
Tawarikh, Vol. II, pp. 387-8). His figures are just the double of Abul Fazl.
We are inclined to accept the figures given by the court historian of Akbar,
for he can in no way be charged of being pro-Raushania and must have been
in possession of facts. Badauni is not corroborated by any other historian.

34. Akbar Nama, Volume III, p. 1051.

35. Akbar Nama, III, p. 1104.

36. Akbar Nama, III, p. 1160.

J. 2
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Jahangir throughout his reign, it seems that their strength and num-
bers had declined considerably. During his reign we have a
mention of them only as late as 1611 when they attacked Kabul.
This raid, too, seems to be more of a plundering raid than a politi-
cal move. The governor of Kabul, Khan Dauran, was away in
the district of Ningnahar3? The Raushanias tried to take advant-
age of his absence and attacked the town. But their ambitions
were not fulfilled, as they were beaten back by the commandant
of the town, Muizz-ul-mulk, with the assistance of the citizens of
Kabul who collected a big militia and “ barricaded the streets and
fortified their houses.”® Arrows were showered upon the Afghan
raiders from the tops of the houses and about 800 Raushanias fell
victim, including a prominent lieutenant of Ahdad, named Bargi.
Khan Dauran was degraded from his post of the governor on the
charge of negligence of duty and was sent to Peshawar to watch
and report about the movements and action of the Raushanias.
Qulij Khan was appointed new governor of Kabul.3®

Ahdad Ansari got his chance of attacking the Mughuls when
in 1613, Qulij Khan died at Peshawar as a result of over-work an(i
age (He was 80 then). Ahdad swooped down upon Kot Terah
about sixteen miles from Jalalabad, with his 4,000 to 5,000 follow:
ers®® and plundered many villages. It was with some difficulty
that Khan Dauran and Motagid Khan routed him with a loss of
1,500 men and leaving behind 500 horses along with many a catile
and lots of baggage. After their success the Mughuls raiseq a
pyramid of the skulls of the Afghans after the tradition of Taimuyr
the Mongol#! Ahdad, however, escaped and again rose in revol’;
after he had collected a force. This time he was pursued and
driven into the fortress of Charakh, which was besieged by Khan
Dauran. At last the secret passes to the fortress were discovered
and the Mughuls attacked it. The fortress was compelled to sur-
render.®2 About 300 Afghans died fighting while about 100 were
taken prisoners. Once again Ahdad escaped and fled towards
Kandahar where he was reduced to poverty, misery and penur
His power was practically gone and he had but few followers. v

37. Mutamid Khan: Igbal Nama-i-Jahangiri, p. 53,

38. Jahangir : Tuzuk-i-Jahangiri, Beveridge Edition, Volume 1
Muntakhab-ut-Tawarikh, II, p. 360.

39. Tuzuk-i-Jahangiri, Vol. I, pp. 198-9.

40 Tuzuk-i-Jahangiri, Vol. I, p, 263.

41. Tuzuk-i-Jahangiri, Volume I, Ibid.

42. "Tuzuk~i-Jahangiri, Volume II, pp. 311-2,

» Pp. 197-8 H
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The Movement Declines

The losses of the Raushanias recorded in these later contests
against the Mughuls go on decreasing continuously : this fall was
due to the decreasing number of the followers of the Pirs, the
leaders of the movement. The number of the Raushanias was
falling, and so also were their losses. None joins a losing cause;
as the fate of the movement was in the meiting pot those days,
very few new members could be enrolled by Ahdad :— on the other
hand, some of the older members were deserting the movement
and either going over to the Mughuls or becoming neutral and
settling down to peaceful life. The Raushania movement was
slowly petering out, its fortunes were’ declining. The decline had
set in since 1586.

ABpUL QADIR

Ahdad was killed by a canon ball in an encounter against the
Mughuls, in 1625-26, fighting Zafar Khan® After him Abdul
Qadir assumed the leadership of the movement. He seems to be
an active and ambitious young man. He renewed the activities
of the movement with fresh vigour and enthusiasm. But he had
come too late. Very little was left of the vigorous and powerful
Raushania movement of the days of Jalala Anseri. Abdul Qadir
could not infuse new life in old bones: his was a losing cause and
a declining movement. In 1626-27 he made bold to attack a
Mughul army passing through the Khaibar Pass, cut it to pieces
and took away much plunder. In 1629 he, along with Kamal-ud-
din, attacked Peshawar ; but they were beaten off with consider-
able losses.#

At last Abdul Qadir realised the futility of offering resistance
to the Mughul emperor Shah Jahan, and gave up the leadership
of the Raushania movement. He submitted to the emperor and,
four years later, joined the Mughul service. Shah Jahan made
him a mansabdar of 1,600 to begin with.

By the middle of the sixteen-thirtees the Raushania movement
had been reduced to insignificance. Its former power and resist-
ance were gone, its membership had practically disappeared and
one of its former leaders had chosen to serve under its enemy.
With the desertion of Abdul Qadir the movement died out slowly

43. Shahnawaz Khan: Maasir-ul-Umara, Volume'Il, pp. 246-7.
44, Abdul Hamid Lahawi: Padshah Nama, Volume I, pp. 311-3.
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and after that date we hear only of some disconnected and ill-
planned risings of the dissatisfied Afghans4s

KARIMDAD

Abdul Qadir’s suceessor to the leadership of the Raushanias
was Karimdad. Karimdad led the last Raushania-cum-Bangash
revolt in 1638. The Mughuls, however, put the rebels with a
severe hand and Karimdad was killed in action.

The End of the Movement

The death of Karimdad put an end to the political aspirations
of the Raushanias. They were reduced to a mere religious sect
with no political ambitions and no military activity. The suppres-
sion of the revolt of 1638 proved to be the death-knell of the Rau-
shania movement. For many years in future the Afghans and
the Pathans of the north-western frontier region did not dream of
freedom and of establishing an independent state for themselves.
Even to-day we have some solitary Raushania preachers in those
regions. Late Dr. D. S. Margoliouth was of opinion in 1936 that
some relics of this community still exist in the Bangash region,
reminding us of their glorious past. But now thkeir activities are
confined to religious and social work only : the Mughuls, it seems,
permanently damped their political ambitions.

Causes of Failure

The Raushania movement failed in achieving its object for a
number of reasons. Though a hardy people, dauntless warriors
and good fighters, the Raushania Afghans and Pathans did not
succeed in their contest for power and supremacy against the
Mughuls primarily because they were not united at home. The
movement could not unite all the Afghans against its enemy, the
Mughuls. There were other parties and bodies among the Afghans be-
sides the Raushanias. The greatest number of the active Raushania
followers recorded is only 25,000 as against the innumerable army
that the Mughul emperors could recruit. Thus the numerical
factor was one of the greatest cause of the failure of the Raushanias,
Moreover, towards the later days of the movement, the Afghans
had become disobedient towards their leaders and had begun to
care more for pelf and power and personal gains instead of the

45. Padshah Nama, Volume II, p. 222,
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national and common interests. The clamour for power among
them had reached such a degree that during the leadership of
Ahdad one of his cousins, Allahdad, had deserted the Raushania
movement and joined Mughul service. Jahangir sent him against
his own kith and kin which Allahdad does not seem to have liked.
The Afghans themselves were amazed to see him fighting on the
side of their enemy shoulder to shoulder with Mahabat Khan.
Ashamed of his conduct, Allahdad could not fight as bravely as
was expected of him with the result that “the attack did not
succeed,”6 Taken by remorse, he broke into revolt and tried to
flee, but was caught and sent to Agra, Jahangir pardoned him on
the intercession of Itimad-ud-daulah.#” Later on, in the reign of
Shah Jahan, he served under Prince Shuja in the Dakshin cam-
paign.®® Even Ahdul Qadir abandoned the Raushania cause.

The fact that the Akhund Darweza, who was a rival pir, was
an influential leader was greatly responsible for the small number
of Bayazid’s followers. Bayazid’s unorthodox preachings, too,
might have been responsible for it to some extent.

The Raushania movement lacked organization; the weapons
of the Afghans and the Pathans were out-moded and primitive in
comparison to those of the Mughuls; financially weak, the move-
ment could not maintain effective warfare for long; and, lastly,
food was always the problem number one in the hilly tracts of
Afghanistan. Under these circumstances they could not afford a
prolonged warfare against the Mughuls whose resources were un-
limited.

CONCLUSION

The Raushania movement was not one but a humber of move-
ments of the Afghans and the Pathans. They grew up under
different leaderships and among different sets of people and in
different times. Their aims, also, differed from one another. The
movement had two wide divisions: one was political and nation-
alist, and the other was merely opportunist and plundering organi-
zation. Some of the Pathans, however, were motivated by both
nationalism and expectation of plunder. The founder of the move-
ment, Miyan Bayazid, must have been a very clever, intelligent

36. Tuzuk-i-Jahangiri, Volume II, p. 85,

47. Tuzuk-i-Jahangiri, Volume II, p. 120; 153.

48. Maasir-ul-Umara, Volume II, p. 248; Dabistan-i-Mazhab, p, 390;
and Tuzuk-i-Jahangiri, Volume II, pp. 215-6.
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and thoughtful person, for he offered to his followers the three of
the most powerful allurements and promised them :

1. Riches from plunder,
2. National liberation, and
3. Religious salvation.

So long as these three allurements attracted the Afghans, they
flocked to him in great numbers. His son, Jalala, tried to give
them the first two of these. The movement could be crushed only
after the Mughuls decided to resort to the principle of Divide
and Rule and admitted the Raushania deserters on a footing of
equality with the other members of the Mughul imperial service,
Monetary gain, national liberation and religious salvation were
the three ties that had kept the Raushanias united, and the mo-
ment that tie was broken, the movement fell with a mighty crash.

All Rights Reserved by the Writer

Anglo-Russian Commercial Rivalry
in 1812 A.D.”

BY

R. N. CHowpHURI
Department of History, Maharaja’s College, Jaipur, (Rajasthan)

In the context of our newly won independence India’s rela-
tions with her Asiatic neighbours have assumed a new significance.
From time immemorial her commercial transactions with other
Asiatic countries have been occupying a very important place in
her economic system. A comprehensive account of our trade with
our neighbours, particularly in the early part of the nineteenth
century, would be immensely interesting to the students of Indo-
British history. Fortunately, documentary evidence of unimpeach-
able value may be found in abundance in the National Archives
of India.

An interesting glimpse of the Anglo-Russian Commercial anta-
gonism on the north-west of British India during the Governor-
Generalship of Lord Minto (1807-1813) can be obtained from an
important minute of about thirty manuscript pages penned by the
veteran Himalayan explorer, Mr. William Moorcroft, (Dated Tth
Sept., 1812) from Nitti! a Himalayan town north of Joshimath.
A careful perusal of this report, available in the “ National Archi-
ves,” enabled me to glean some facts of general interest dealing
particularly with the nature and extent of the lively Russian trade
in that region.?

In 1808, Mr. Moorcroft, a veterinary surgeon of Lancashire,
was appointed by the Directors as Superintendent of the Honour-
able East India Company’s stud. Three years after, he visited the
Chinese Tartary (Tibet) and carefully studied the flora and fauna
of this unexplored region. It is indeed one of the impenetrable
mysteries of Indian history to ascertain who was the first English-
man to set foot in Tibet. It is well known that the bold and

* Paper accepted for the thirteenth Session of the Indian History Con-
gress held on 27th December, 1950, at Nagpur.

1. Nitti: is a small town above 14,924 ft. sea-level which separates
Bhutan from Tibet, Hamilton, East India Gazetteer ; (1828) ; Vol. II, pp. 322-23.

2. Foreign Miscellaneous, No. 125, pp. 29-59.
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adventurous General Bogle, “a gentleman of distinguished ability
and remarkable equanimity of temper,” was the first European who
visited Bhutan on behalf of the E. L. Co. and signed a treaty of Com-
merce in 17753 Curiously enough, exacily a decade after, (11785)
Capt. Samuel Turner, who led the second mission to Bhutan,
proudly claimed that “most certainly Mr. Saunders and myself
enjoyed the distinction of having been the first of our nation that
ever signalised themselves by skating in Tibet”* Shortly after
(1788) George Forster, a civilian of the East India Company,
undertook a journey from Bengal to England through the northern
parts of India, Kashmnir, Afghanisthan and Persia into Russia by
the Caspian Sea® According to H. H. Wilson, Mr. William
Moorcroft was “the firsti European to cross the Himalayas and
reach the Chinese Tartary.®

The ostensible purpose of Mr. Moorcroft’s penctration into
Turkistan was to study the country for the superior breed of the
horses which it was his “ great ambition to domesticate in India”
though his real motive was to collect valuable historical, geogra-
phical and statistical data to secure a permanent commercial inter-
course with the Trans-Himalayan districts for the benefit of the
Company. It should, however, be borne in mind that besides the
natural difficulties of the way, he had to elude the strict vigilance
of the turbulent and hostile Nepalese,” the master of the Himala-
yas, who were then encroaching upon the British territories. His
first attempt to achieve this object was made in 1812 when he was
extremely surprised to find that the Russians had already antici-
pated the British in these regions.

Starting from Bareilly (March, 1812), this adventurous Eng-
lish itinerant entered a portion of the Chinese Tartary (Tibet)s

3. Turner: An Account of the Embassy to the court of Teshoo-Lama
in Tibet, (1800) p. 376. Dr. Rennie : Story of the Bhutan War (1865) p. 383.
App. A.

4. Tbid. p. 332,

5. George Forster: A Journey from Bengal to England: Vols. I and II,
(Lond. 1798).

6. Moorcroft: Travels in Himalayas (1837). Intred. p. XVII.

7. In 1812 the Nepalese occupied Sheoraj and Butwal. For interesting
details vide Hamilton’s Account of Nepal (Edin. 1819), pp. 187-192,

8. Chinese Tartary or Southern Tibet, nominally subject to the Chirese

had four territorial sub-division. (1) Lasha; (2) Undes, (3) Ladakh ; (4)
Teshoo-Lomboo. Hamilton: East India Gazetteer: (1928), Vol. II, pp. 63-65.
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contiguous to Njtti,? called the Oondes!® (Undes) or the country
of the Wool, laying to the north of Garhwal “ after a continuous
journey of about 24 days”. Here he found “ sufficient evidences
for believing that adventurers said to be Russians under the garb
and character of Mussalmans are busily employed in introducing
French and Russian articles of commerce through Yarkand!! into
Kashmir by its northern side. The Russians established commer-
cial depots in Yarkand and Leh!?? in Ladakh!3 from where ‘the
merchants obtain a currency in these independent Tartar states.” 4
They were then conveyed by the Ladakhee traders to Lashal!® in
Tibet and even to the frontiers of China itself.

To ascertain the nature and extent of the Russian commercial
transactions, Mr. Moorcroft sought permission from Lord Mirito
to visit Bokhara but before he could actually start, reports reached
him that streams of Russian merchants carrying loads of merch-
andise had forestalled him already. In fact, as early as 1580, the
Russians made an attempt to obtain a passage to India through the
straits of Waygatz.®6 Peter the Great, the founder of Russian
greatness, was the first fo contemplate the establishment of a great
Empire in the East. The Russian eastward boundary was defined
by the celebrated line called the Orenburg-Siberian line stretching
upto the borders of China, a distance of 2200 miles. At the begin-~
ning of the nineteenth century, the Russians wrested the province

9. Vide ante.

10. Undes or Urna Desa is the general name of the country between
the Himalayan ridges and Kailash intersected by the river Sutlej. Nitti pass
or Ghat separates Undes from Bhutan. Hamilton: A Historical, Geogra-
phical and Statistical Account of India, (1820), Vol. II, p. 593.

11. Yarkand is a throughfare of commerce which then had a population
of about 2 lacs, Since 1757 it belonged to the Chinese. Venuikof : Russians
in Central Asia ete. Tr. by Michel, (1865), pp. 21-23.

12. Leh, the capital of Ladakh, is the principal mart in Tibet for the sale
of shawl wool. It is a great rendezvous for the commercial intercourse
between Panjab, Tibet and Russia. Mooreroft : Travels in Himalayas: (1837),
Vol. I, p. 259; Thornton: Gazetteer : (1844) Vol, II, pp. 21-22; Vigne;
A personal Narative of a visit to Ghazni, Kabul and Afghanisthan, (1840,
Lond.), Vol. II, p. 341.

13. Ladakh or Little Tibet is the name ‘of the elevated rugged country
north of the Himalayas. It is a province of Tibet. Thomton : Ibid. Vol. II,
pp. 1-19; Hamilton, Ibid. Vol. II, pp. 599-600.

14. For. Misc. (Mss.) No. 125, pp. 30-3L.

15. Lasha is the capital of the Chinese Tibet and the residence of the
Dalai Lama which was at a distance of 40 days journey from Peking and
220 miles from Bengal. It is called Qochong by the Chinese. Hamilton :
Gazetteer, Vol. II, (1828), pp. 574-75.

16. Mill: History of India, Vol. I, p. T.

J. 3
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of Georgia from the crown of Persia. In 1809, Subhan Kulof, an

ofﬁcir of the Bz»‘nsh.kir force, was despatched by the Russian govern-
ment as commissioner of trade to settle the Bokharan’s demand

Of a ethd-l'atC Of dut y * € ﬁ(j. ne S 1 hl‘: e u-l’
n . fl om ‘ll 2 RU’ lan i I(,h ] i :
) as al‘ll. . T S D
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of the Russians t ; j
e ssians to those parts for commercial
or political purposes. .

Thus by 1812 they “w ;

. g Yy erc endeavouring to
se . frond _ .

cure her frontier by pushing them forward to that snow-slapped

SUIIIIIlIt Of the Illmala S/ as l}l naturae S w
Ny (&) t '1] CcO 1
ntC‘I minous bOUIlda y

'I.‘he diary of this shrewd sojourner is full of interesting com-
n;er}fxal details. He first visited Dhapa'® (Deba), a frontier town
;: the Oondes (Und.es), held in jagir by the Grand Lama? (Dalai
! ama) from the Chinese which touches the territories of Ladakh?
in the West. Here he was surprised to see the Russian articles e.g.
a' dazzling fork knife, a fair skin leather and two pieces of attr:.alc-,
tlYe woollen cloth; one sky blue, and the other purple inscribed
with the words “ Drap trees fin ” in letters nf gold leaf. Mr. Moor-
croft was so deeply interested in the Russian Qvooller-1 piec.es that
he procured them in exchange of Co’s superfine green cloth and
presented them as specimen to Lord Minto. “These clothes appear
to be of French fabric and the blue one has the letter “ A ”plf on
cne corner to denote, having been made at “ Abbeville ” w}-ﬁch
:vas reputed ever since the ministry of Colbert for the manufac-
ure of woollen goods. The freshness and unbroken state of the
letters show that the clothes had lately come into the cosnfc)ry 2

Wherl?/[r.hMoorcroft ther.1 proceeded to Gortope (Garo or Gardok)?
e he saw an admirable sword with Russian character engra-

17. Capt. Venuikof. Thid 4
. .« p. 409.

18. Tbid, p. 405. P

19. Dhapa is the capital ivisi
college angs masran pital of the Undes division of Tibet which has a

20. Hamilton: A Statistical

2 : Account, (1820), Vol, II

: ’ ’ . ’ . 595-97.
rmeil:cgtf; OffLmt:m}T’ a form of Buddhism, according to Moorcl:'poft ?55 a9 Ztra’l’l:::
re o m(? physics, mysticism, morality, jugglery and idol t, 1
of Asiatic Society of Bengal, 1834, p. 654, wolatry: - Jowmma
i tile vi..:sl:di;:}lfi ;Z tht::r lit;c:e '}]i‘ibet bounded by Khotan on the east, Kashmere
, se Turkisthan on the north i ’

Thornton ; East India Gazetteer, (1844), Vol. I’IIans H;mlazlayas on the south

22, For. Misc. No. 125, pp. 43-44, PPE e

e i?;m eGo;‘tope is a town in southern Tartary above 16,000 ft. which deserves
of an assemplage of tents. It is close to the borders of Ladakh and

iam}(:us fox: 1:.he e:.(port of §haw1 wool.  Mooreraft is the only European known
o have visited it. Hamilton: Ibid. II, pp. 598-599. Thornton: E di
Gazetteer, Vol. 1, pp. 189-190, ' o Fest AR
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ved upon its blade, a clumsy drinking glass, and three dogs with
the Gurpur or Military governor of the town who purchased all
these from the Russians. Even two of the Governor’s horsemen
were clothed in Russian duck linen dyed blue. “The Russians
came as Mussalmans in Ladakh and Gortope, partook of the meals
and entered as much as they could into the society of the Oondes
(Undes).”2* The nearest Russian settlement, we are told, was
only at a distance of six weeks journey from Yarkand. Knowing
that the Russians annually attended the fair of Gortope (Garo)
with a caravan of 500 to 600 horses, he deliberately delayed for
some time in order to attend it. The sly and cunning Gurpur or
Governor suspecting him to be an English spy “ appeared to be
extremely solicitious” and wished that he should depart immedi-
ately. The Governor expressed grave apprehension for his safety
from the length and difficulty of the journey before him because
of the risk of a sudden fall of snow at that season of the year
blocking completely the passes of the Himachal and shutting him
out of the Hindusthan.?® The argument indeed was quite convin-
cing though it was his sincere desire “to prevent him in seeing
the Russians lest this meeting might in some measure interfere
with the commercial transactions in which his people were deeply
engaged.”?6 He was also told here by the local merchants that
Russians had been in the habit of annually visiting Yarkand with
Furopean articles of commerce and that during the last three years
(1809-12) the commercial intercource between the Russians and
the Kashmerians had assumed more lively proportion.

It is needless to point out that Russian articles from time im-
memorial found their way to Chinese Tartary. The following ex-
tract from the Travels of Ralph Fitch, a merchant of London, who
in the year 1583 visited Bengal, is interesting to show that at that
time the Russians were engaged in trade with Bhutan. “ There
is a country four days’ journey from Cuch (Cooch-Behar) or
Quichue,. . . .which is called Bootanter and the city Bhoteah;. ...
there are merchants which come out of China and they say out
of Muscovia or Tartary, and they come to buy (sell ?) musk, cam-
bals, agates, silk, pepper, and saffron of Persia...... the northern
merchants are apparelled with woollen cloth and hats, white hozen
close, and boots which be of Muscovia or Tartary.”?” After about

24, For. Misc. No, 125, p. 43.

25. Ibid. p. 41.

26. Ibid. p. 41.

27. Hakluyt’s Collection of Voyages. Quoted by Dr. Rennie in his “story
of the Bhutan War ” (1865) {. n. pp. 11-13.
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two centuries, in 1774, we find that the Teshoo Lama (A Buddhist
official next in rank to the Grand Lama), who was then acting as
the regent during the minority of the Dalai Lama addressing a
letter, couched in a friendly spirit, to the then GO\;ernor-G‘eneral
of India, the celebrated Warren Hastings, requesting a cessation
of hostilities against Bhutan. This letter was conveyed to Calcutta
by a Hindu pilgrim named Poorungheer Gosain, who accompanie&
Cfapta}in Turner a decade after, on his mission to Tibet. and a
Tibetian named Paima. They were charged to deliver’ certain
p_resents to the Governor-General, amongst which were sheets of
gilt lt.aather, stamped with the Black eagle of the Russian armorial
showing that even at that period there was commercial intercourse;
bfetween Russia and Central Asia?® Towards the close of the
e{ghtete'nth century, the famous English itinerant Forster during
his sojourn in Kashmere, came across Russian mercha,nts and
commferc1a1 agents, who frequented these parts and carried mer-
chandise on hundreds of mules laden with raw silk ordinary cali-
coes, dry fruits, hand made paper ete., from the> m’arts of Jammu
and fSrinagar.29 The articles of exchange were numerous as the
Russian trade with Kashmere increased enormously. The Russians
brought leathers, felts, carpets, seed pearls, coral beads, tafetas
velvets, drugs, hardwares, mirror, telescopes, ete., which ’they PX-,
cha‘nged. with Kashmere shawls, saffrons, spicc,es paper dr{ed
fruits, silk, honey, copper and tin utensils, indigo’ or dy:e-stuffs
cutlery, etc. Kashmere shawls were in great demand in Euro ear;
countries like Paris and Brussels. “The price of....an ordilr)lary
shawl. .. .is eight rupees....thence in proportional quality, it pro-

duces from 15 to 20 and the valu
: e may be
introduction of the flowered works,”20 Y enbanced by the

Mrn Moorcroft after an analytical study of the flourishing
Russian trade in these regions, remarks that “ since the Gurkhas
have- over run the hilly country, the English woollen trade has
declnvled much while the French woollens are circulated by the
Russians and their agents with an activity and success which
threatens to exclude the English woollens wholly from Tartary
unless new measures be adopted.”! What then were the causes

of ‘fhe declining and languid state of English commerce in these
regions ?

28. Turner: (Introd.) Ibid. p. XII.

29. Forster: A Journey, Vol. II, pp. 191-5.

30. Ibid. Vol. II, p. 18.

31. For. Misc. Ibid. p. 32. .
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“1t seems extra-ordinary,” writes the sojourner, “that our
competitors (the Russians) should be able with the heavy expen-
ses of land, carriages and other transit charges attendant so largely
on articles as woollen cloth from Europe to India to contend with
us all.”’32 According to Mr. Moorcroft, the decline of the English
trade was primarily due to the relative cheapness of the French
and Russian articles inspite of heavy transit charges. “Though in
softness, fineness and in fabric, the French and the Russian wool-
Jens are much inferior yet they are sold at such a surprisingly
lower rate that it is a strong recommendation in the judgement
of a people living in a state of semi-barbarism.” The main diffi-
culty of the English was to transport woollen goods to Tartary
(Tibet) from India as the hilly traders were not only reluctant
to invest huge capital, but also had strong aversions fo visit
Hindustan for fear of being aflicted with illness.

The Russians are satisfied with a profit too moderate to repay
any individual for the first expenses, freights, insurances, and long
protracted return of capital. The preseat sacrifices are being made
to force a mew trade for the benefit is found in bartar against
articles that bear a high profit in Europe like the Kashmir Shawls.
“They not only endeavour to supplant the English in the woollen
trade in Tibet but also in Satin, Telescopes, Mirrors and Hard-
wares, and if not checked, they may perhaps attempt to push their
commerce in Hindustan through Kashmir and the Punjab. Previ-
ously beads of red corals were exported from Hindustan into Tibet
at an immense profit but within the last three years (1809-12)
the Russians have so glutted the whole of the latter country that
the price has fallen so low as to afford only a small benefit except-
ing the beads of large size, the sale of which is necessarily confined
to a few individuals.”33

Crrricism oF Lorp Minto’s (1807-1813) Poricy Towarbs Russia

Lord Minto’s frontier policy particularly towards Russia has
its admirers as well as critics. His supporters not only did not
suspect North as a possible quarter of Russian invasion of India
but this extremely delicate and debatable issue as impracticable
and inconsistent with sound and reasonable policy. Their urgu-
ment can be summed up as following :—

(1) The Russian expedition to India through Central Asia
would be a heavy drain upon her national exchequer, and in case

32. Ibid. pp. 33-34.
33. Thid. pp. 32-36.
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of prolonged campaign, would lead to her economic insolvency and
moral bankruptcy.

(2) European complications and political entanglements due
to Napoleonic menace would detain the bulk of the army on the
European soil. Hence the Russian invasion, consisting of a small
spare force, would be too feeble and weak enough to die its natural
death amidst inclement weather and inhospitable region.

(3) The long distance and insurmountable natural obstacles
and impediments — deserted regions, tremendous passes and eter-
nal snows of Palmir or Caucasus-—would be a stumbling bloc
through which the complex apparatus of modern army could never
be conveyed.

(4) The political chaos and continued anarchy in the coun-
tries Tibet, Kashmir, Afghanisthan and Central Asian Khanates —
of the intervening area would delay and may even prevent the
projected Russian attack.

(5) That the patriotic Tartars and independent spirited Gur-
khas were competent enough to stem the tide of Russian aggres-
sion through that quarter.

(6) The friendly treaty of Amritsar (1809) signed with Ranjit
Singh, the Lion of Panjab, and the deputation of sagacious Elphin-
stone to Kabul “to impress Afghanisthan with a high idea of
British power and dignity ” (1809) would doubly insure English
interest in these regions. Thus Panjab as a buffer state, would be
an effective barrier or bulwark against possible Russian advance
through Indus and Peshawar.3¢

Indeed Arthur Conolly, two decades after, rightly pointed out
that “in speculating upon the chances of an overland invasion we
generally flatter ourselves that half our enemies would die of hard
labour, bad diet, change of climate, inclement weather, before they
reach India. In truth unless the Russians do considerably ame-
liorate the condition both of their commissariat and medical staff
we may reasonably calculate upon a great mortality among them
before they exchange shots with us.”?5

On the contrary, critics of Lord Minto’s policy, emphatically
assert the need of counteracting Russian designs on India, They

34. Beveridge: A comprehensive history of India, Vol. 1T p. 834
35. Arthur Conolly: Journey to the North of India Oxyrer' '

England, (London, 1834), p. 329, -land from
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view with alarm and anxiely the rapid territorial expansion of
Russia as a source of perpetual danger to the security and safety
of British possessions in India. Their contention depended upon
the following considerations :—

(1) Though the Russian danger was distant and uncertain yet
the extension of Russian influence through peaceful penetration
into the countries north of Himalayas would lead to the establish-
ment of Russian political domination of these areas.

(2) That the commercial intercourse would lead not only to
an enormous financial profit but also to a tacit economic alliance
between the Russians and the inhabitants of these mountainous
areas, which would immensely benefit the furflung project of
Indian conquest.

(3) That the army of the independent Tartars and freedom-
loving Gurkhas was “ hopelessly indisciplined and incredibly ill-
equipped ” to check the Russian invasion. The famous English
itinerant Mr. Moorcroft, found the Tartar military force simply
“ despicable which could be of use only to an invader by furnish-
ing horses, carriages and provisions for military use,” and “all
resistance of Gurkhas to an European army proceeding through
this quarter would be as transient as unavailing.”3 According to
Ghulam Hyder, their total army amounted to 2000 horseman and
about 1200 infantry, armed with matchlocks, bows, arrows and
swords.3?

(4) The undertaking is not impracticable as the route is beset
with no peculiar difficulties and beasts of burden-—-camels, horses,
mules, gulloways, yaks — and supplies for consumption would be
easily and cheaply obtained.

(5) The continued disorder and lawlessness of the neighbour-
ing countries on the Indian border would weaken the power of
resistance and the traditional practice of extending invitation to
the foreign power by the weak and the feeble to oust the strong
and the powerful would all the more ensure Russian success.

(6) The treaty of Amritsar by which the British promised
nonintervention in (1809) Sikh affairs enabled Ranjit Singh to wage
aggressive warfare against Multan, Kashmir and Afghanisthan,
and the consequent political turmoil coupled with the Afghan civil

36. Moorcroft: Travels in Himalayas, Vol. I, p. 336, for Misc. No. 125,
p. 50.
37. Asiatic Journal: 1835 (Sept., Oct. and Dec.), p. 177.
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strife afforded an excellent opportunity to the foreign invader to
fish in the troubled waters and to exploit the situation to her best
interest.38

(7) As to the inadequate Russian military force it was urged
that a handfull of ambitious and aspiring Russian General would
be enough to raise, recruil, drill and train or discipline local militia
whose intimate knowledge of the country would enormously facili-
tate the contemplated Russian offensive. ’

Small wonder, therefore, that the Russophobe contemporary
traveller, Moorcroft wrote in 1812, to Lord Minto that the “ conti-
nuance of Russian trade, whether stationary or progressive, will
interfere with the British commerce” and “will give them an
acquaintance with the state of the tract and afford them facilities
for attempting an invasion of India.”® The bugbear of Russain
invasion so alarmed the sojourner that he was constrained 1o draw
the attention of the then Governor-General of India, “to the
vigorous trade carried on by the Russians in the neighbourhood of
the Co’s territories which is highly prejudicial to the Co’s ecommer-
cial interest which, if not timely counteracted, will probably lead
to events that may disturb the tranquillity and endanger the safety

of the Co’s provinces contiguous to the North Western and North-
ern frontiers of British India.”0

CONCLUSION

After a careful perusal of all available sources of unimpeach-
able documentary character, an impartial student of Indo-British
history stands convinced that consistent with the pacific policy of
Home Government, Lord Minto laboured assiduously to preserve
peace in India, particularly on the northern frontiers. True he
adhered strictly to the policy of neutrality and noninterference but
unfortunately “he carried it too far for national interest no less
than for national honour.”! In reality, his policy was chargeable
with regard to the frontier regions with dilatoriness, if not with
timidity. Lord Minto, says Beveridge, encouraged future inso-
lence and aggression and left the necessary punishment of the
turbulent elements as a burdensome legacy to his successor .42

38. Conolly: Ibid. pp. 364-66, Journal of Ind. Hist, o
p. 300, (Md. Yasin, Ranjit Singh’s Diplomatic Relations).Quarterly‘ June 1931,

39. Foreign Misc. No, 125, pp. 55-56.

40. 1bid. p. 29.

41. Thornton: History of India, (1842), Vol. IV, p. 206.

42, Beveridge: Ibid, Vol. II, p. 849,
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Russian commercial intercourse with Khiva and Bokhara in-
fact opened a new chapter in the history of Anglo-Russian rela-
tionship in Asia. To encourage commercial enterprise, Moravieff,
in 1816, led a commercial mission to Khiva which was followed
by that of Baron Meyendorff four years later#? Before two decades
elapsed, the British Government was convinced of undertaking
similar commercial enterprise to counter-act the diplomatic intri-
gue of the Russians. In 1837, Alexander Burnes was despatched
at the head of a commercial mission to the region beyond the
river Indus. ‘

Thus Lord Minto, considering Russian invasion as impolitic
and imprudent, deliberately remained a passive spectator to the
spectacle of Russian infiltration to Indian borders in the garb of
merchantmen which was destined to embroil the E. I. Co. in a
sanguinary war is not too distant a future.

43. Conolly: Ibid, pp. 302-307T.
J. 4



A Little Known Event in the ﬁistory of
Travancore: The Quilon Plot

BY

B. N. Menta, MA,, Pa.D.
Professor of History and Politics, Balwant Rajput College, Agra

On May 23, 1812 a daring conspiracy to assassinate the British
Resident in Travancore with all the European officers of the
subsidiary force stationed at Quilon was disclosed by one Venkata
Ramaiah of the 2nd battalion of the 14th regiment to a Jamadar,
Jalloo, of the same battalion who reported the disclosure to his
adjutant Lt. Cox. It was given out that two havaldars and about
30 sepoys of the 18th had engaged in the conspiracy, the rest of
the troops being entirely ignorant of it. A number of dis_charged
sepoys, some merchants of the bazar and some of the police peons
had also joined the plot. The plan was to rush upon and assasi-
nate the European officers when all of them were assembled at a
dinner and to set fire to the barracks and huts of the sepoys to
distract their attention. The conspirators expected to be joined,
when they proceeded to act, by two or three hundred men from
every corps. They hoped in this way to throw the whole forece
into such a state of terror and confusion as would enable them
to overpower it without any difficulty. They had expectations of
French  cooperation also in the attempt. A Fakir living with
Jamadar Shaikh Hussain of the 14th had hatched the plan in con«
cert with one Pyche Raja. The 22nd of May had been fixed for

the act but the plot failed to materialise since some men did not
turn up in timel

Alarmed at this sensational disclosure, the Resident and Col.
Hall, the officer commanding the subsidiary force, paraded the
troops on the afternoon of the 25th of May and Shaikh Hussain
was taken out with his accomplices and put in irons. The Fakir
and some other men were also arrested. An examination of these
people disclosed that Womana Thampi, an ex-Dewan of Travan-
core, was also implicated in the plot? Later reports showed that
the spirit of disaffection was quite widely spread in the force. A

1. Madras Military Consultations, 5, June 1812,
2. Tbid., 5, June 1812. )



28 JOURNAL OF INDIAN HISTORY

number of native officers were mentioned as having been actively
implicated together with some important personalities besides
Womana Thampi — Pyche Raja of Coliote, Cartigpillay Raja (who
had advanced his pretensions to the throne of Travancore after
the late Raja’s death) and Eliya Raja, the heir-apparent. Evi-
dences tended to implicate all of them, except Eliya Raja, in the
conspiracy.? At one stage even the Rani of Travancore ;nd the

Raja. ?f Cochin were also suspected,! although subsequently the
suspicion proved to be groundless.®

The whole affair was strangly reminiscent of Vellore. Trying
to sum up the factors calculated to produce the conspiracy, Col
John Munro, the Resident in Travancore, wrote to the ’Chiet:
Secretary, Madras Government on January 21, 18136 that the
principles and objects of the conspiracy appear;d to be similar
to those of the mutiny at Vellore ; a body of Muslim soldiers dis-
charged from the Raja’s service were dispersed all over that
country, destitute of subsistence and anxious for a change. Of
those men a considerable number were collected at Quilon ;Some
of them had been admitted to the Company’s battalions an(.i others
were connected by marriage with native officers and sepoys. The
d.isconterft of these men, the treacherous, inordinate and \.rindic-
tive passion’ of Womana Thampi and the pretender, Coliote Raja,’
the ambition of some native officers, the artful anél fanatical dis,-
courses of the fakirs and the state of uncertainty which the intri-
gues and the expected return of Eliya Raja created in the minds
of the people —all these factors had cooperated to produce the
conspiracy. The object of the conspirators, Munro thought, was
to set up a Muslim power and to employ Womana Thamp’i and
Pyche Raja as instruments to ensure the obedience of the Hindus
until a sufficient Muslim force was got ready. The design of the
conspirators, he added, could be understood from the harangues
of the Fakir and Shaikh Hussain who had declared it to begde-
gra.ding for Musalmans to serve a few Europeans of reprobate
religion and manners. He concluded that whatever might have
been the causes which led to the conspiracy, they could not be
attributed to any want of discipline or confidence between the
officers and the men. In an earlier letter of October 2, 1812
Munro had mentioned that some months back, the sepoys,of th(;

Evidences, Mad. Mil. Cons,, 5, 19, 30 June 1812,
Thid., 30, June 1812.

Ibid., 13, October 1812.

Ibid., 5, February 1813.

Coliote Raja is the same person as Pyche Raja.
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18th had been heard applauding the mutiny of Vellore and that
a little of the seditious spirit which had prevailed at the time of
the Vellore mutiny appeared to subsist among the troops.2 Cap-
tain Hall also wrote to the Chief Secretary, Madras that all the
traitors were Musalmans.?

Col. Munro’s analysis of the causes appears to be sensible but
he has not been able to make out a case for his theory of the
establishment of a Muslim power in Travancore. At Vellore there
were at least the Mysore Princes at hand who could form the
nucleus of the plot, but there was none here. Even if Womana
Thampi and Pyche Raja could be duped by the Muslim conspi-
rators, there was no muslim who could be placed on the throne
and whose name could inspire the sepoys. Yet it sounds very
intriguing, if it was true, that all the traitors were Muslims. It
is difficult to find from the evidences that they had any grievances.
In the absence of any grievances, it could only be ‘a regularly
organized design for the attainment of a great political purpose
rather than a sudden and popular plan of commotion ' 10 as Munro
thought. To him the number of the native officers accused, the
active part taken by the fakirs and the religious prejudices asso-.
ciated with it contributed to show that it was not an ordinary
affair, but he could not find any clue to it.

It appears that the earlier analysis of the event conveyed by
Munro to the Chief Secretary in his letter of the 16th of June
was more correct, although some of his observations were, on his
own admission, entirely conjectural. He saw three distinct par-
ties with distinct views, all of which were, however, united in the
common plan of subverting the British Government— (a) the
troops incited by a few factious officers and intending to establish
a military and Mohammadan power; (b) Womana Thampi and
Eliya Raja’s men seeking to capture power by overawing the
subsidiary forces; and (c) Pyche Raja seeking his own restora-
tion to his country with the help of Womana Thampi or Eliya
Raja.

It is very likely that Womana Thampi conspired with Pyche
Raja to spread disaffection in the subsidiary force to kill all the
European officers and with its help to secure the throne of Tra-
vancore for either Eliya Raja or Cartigpillay Raja with Dewan-

8. Mad. Mil. Cons,, 13, Oct. 1812.
9. Inhid, 7, July 1812
10. Ihid, 13, October 1812.
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ship for himself and restore Pyche Raja to his country of Coliote.
Munro said that Womana Thampi was so.little liked by the
people and Pyche Raja was so little known in Travancore that it
was impossible that they should have formed so ambitious a plan
without having secured the assistance of Eliya Raja’s friends. This
view is supported by the evidence of Pyche Raja and Womana
Thampi’s confidential men from which it appeared that Womana
was the author of the plot, although Munro’s suspicions about
Eliya Raja’s connection with the conspiracy are not borne out
by it. His servants of course appear to be deeply involved in
the affair. The view can be supported also on the many grounds
of probability. Womana Thampi was ambitious ; while Dewan,
he used to behave very haughtily with the Raja and the Rani:
he was the son of a former Raja and might have had some pre-
tensions ; he sported Mughal dress and had no scruples in favour-
ing Islam, if not actual conversion of himself."! The last characte-
ristic can lend some support to the theory of the establishment
of a Muslim power with Womana Thampi as head and explain the
fact of all traitors being Muslims, although no inference can be
drawn from the evidences about the probability of the conversion
of Womana Thampi. Even if this probability be granted, Womana
would still remain the chief person to benefit hy the revolution.

The whole thing was confused and nothing but the fact of
Womana Thampi and Pyche Raja heing the chief men in the plot
could be ascertained. Munro lamented the great difficulty he
experienced in getting evidence. The sepoys who were accused
had combined in silence. Local people furnished little evidence
and even the offer of pardon failed to draw out much.

To summarize. It cannot be doubted that there was a deep-
laid conspiracy in which Womana Thampi and Pyche Raja (who
was reputed to be a nephew of the late Pyche Raja of Coliote but
who was discovered to be an impostor in course of the trial)
figured prominently. What their main objective was is not clear
from the confused mass of evidence. At an early stage Murro
was of opinion that the plot was aimed at overthrowing the Brit;sh
power in Travancore and effect a revolution at the court by a
coup d’ etat with the help of the subsidiary force. Who was to
be set up on the throne is not clear. Various names were given
out—Eliya Raja, Cartigpillay Raja and once even Wo;gn n
Thampi. In case of the elevation of Eliya Raja or Cartigpil?a?r

1. Mad. Mil. Cons,, 13, October 1812.
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Raja, Womana expected to secure the Dewanship for himself. In
any case Womana Thampi was to benefit by the change. There
could be nothing unusual in expecting of Womana Thampi who,
after having served the British loyally in his office of the Dewan
of Travancore, had been bundled out most unceremoniously to
make room for the British Resident himself, that he would seek
revenge and create trouble in the hope that events might take the
desived turn and place him in power again. The fact of all the
traitors in the army being Muslims can be explained by the ex-
treme guillibility of the Muslim masses in India who can be roused
i0 any pitch of fury by merely hinting to them that Islam is in
danger. It is just possible that Womana Thampi who was known
to favour Islam succeeded in enlisting the support of the Fakir
and through him of the Muslim section of the army.

But Munro subsequently changed his opinion and put forward
the theory of the establishment of a Muslim power in Travancore
which, as we have seen above, is not tenable. That the plot was
laid by Womana Thampi for the sake of revenge and his probable
restoration to power appears to be quite a reasonable theory.

To complete the story. The Principal court of Travancore
passed the sentence of death on both Womana Thampi and Pyche
Raja who were found to be the principal conspirators. The latter
was pardoned on the intercession of the Madras Government. The
Resident pleaded with the Government for clemency to Womana
also in view of his having held the Dewanship and helped the
British Government at a difficult period, his lack of talents or
courage, the unlikelihood of any recurrence of .the circum=
stances which had helped the conspiracy, and his habits of in-
temperance which were threatening to cut short his life early.1?
The Government did not wish to obstruct the exercise of clemency
of the Rani, but, while not agreeing to intercede, hoped that the
sentence would be ultimately remitted. Jalloo jamadar and
Venkata Ramaiah who had divulged the plot were rewarded.
Shaikh Hussain was tried immediately after the discovery of the
plot and blown away from the guns on the 28th of May.3

12 Mad. Mil. Cons., 6, April 1813.
13. Ibid. 5, June 1812,



The Chronology of the Chand Dynasty and
the Mediaeval Monuments of Kumaon

BY

H. GoErz,
Baroda

The political and archaeological history of Kumaon and
Garhwal has so far found scant attention. Excellent pioneer work
was done by Edwin T. Atkinson in “The Himalayan Districts of
the North-Western Provinces of India ”, vols. I and IIT (Gazetteer
of the North-Western Provinces, Vols. 11 and 12, Allahabad 1884-
86). Unfortunately the later edition of the Gazetteer (1923)
reduced Atkinson’s study to a mere extract, in which process not
only his very tentative reconstruction became an account of seem-
ingly ascertained facts, but in which also all the historical evidence
on which it had been built up, and likewise the majority of the
archaeological informations were dropped. Fiihrer’s “ Monumental
Antiquities and Inscriptions of the North-Western Provinces and
Oudh”, vol. II (1891), though adding hardly any new archaeolo-
gical data, enriched our knowledge by many important inserip-
tions ; yet it is hardly more than a first survey, many readings
appear to be erroneous, or the plates spurious ; transcriptions and
translations are not given, nor historical conclusions drawn. Up
to the present day neither copies nor estempages, nor photos of
most of these documents have been taken. Later, however,
Pt. Nitya Nand Misra, T. D. Gairola and J. C. Powell-Price again
took up research work,! which includes also the publication of
five more copperplate grants of the Chand Dynasty. And like-
wise attention has been paid to the study and conservation of a
number of ruins, especially at Dwarahat, Jageswar and Champa-
vat? However, another systematic survey has not yet been under-
taken. The chronological conclusions of Atkinson, Hargreaves and

1. All published in the Journal of the U.P. Historical Society, IV, 1930 ;
VI, 1933 ; VIII, 1935; XI, 1938 ; XV, 1942; XVI, 1943 ; XVIII, 1945

2. Hargreaves, in Ann, Report, Superintendent, Hindu and Buddhist
Monuments, Northern Circle, for 1913-14, pp. 7ff. D. R. Sahni, Archaeological
Survey Reports, 1921-22, pp. 50 f£., and 1922-23, pp. 13 ff.; unfortunately *his
descriptions are rather vague, and his historical data of little use. Nityanand
Misra, Ancient Historical Monuments at Baijanatha and Dwarahata, (J.U. P.
Hist. Soc. VIII, p. 7T14L, 1935.)
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Sahni, even with regard to well-known monuments, clash up to a
discrepancy of half a millennium in the case of the Dwarahat
temples, not to speak of the attributions in general handbooks, such
as Fergusson, Coomaraswamy, Springer. Our pictuge of the poli-
tical and archaeological history of Kumion thus still continues to
be chaotic. The principal stumbling block seems to be the chrono-
logy of Atkinson which, though hitherto not questioned, carnot
be brought in harmony with archaeological facts, nor with the
general historical situation of contemporaneous Northern India.

The first task to be undertaken therefore, must be a revision
of the hitherto accepted chronology in the light of the wider expe-
rience and vaster evidence now available. Its results may be
hardly less tentative than those of Atkinson, but anyhow they will
have come nearer to the truth and remove some of the worst
obstacles now standing in the way of a co-ordination of evidence
into an intelligible historical picture.

Let us first analyze the foundations of Atkinson’s chronology !
So far as the later reigns are concerned, ie., since Rudra Chand'
(A.D. 1565-1597), theré is no reason to reject tradition, though
minor corrections must be accepted as possible. The real difficulty
lies in the dates for the earlier Chand Dynasty which the vamsa-
vali places between A.D. 700 and 869, resp. 685 and 798; Atkinson
however, between A.D. 953 and 1055. But Atkinson’s dates are bas:
ed on a very contestable conjecture. His chief argument had been
that the margin of 160 years between the visit of Hiuan Tsang to
Kumaon and the rise of Soma Chand would be quite insui’ﬁcientg for
accommodating the reigns of the later Katyiri kings as well as for
the transition from Buddhism to Saivism. He, therefore preférred
to regard as parallel and contemporary with the ﬁrst’ rulers of
the later Chand house the “interregnum” of a number of small
Khasiya dynasties (including the later Katyiiris) between the ear-
lier and later Chand rajas to which the vaméavali assigns a period
of two centuries (196, or 213 years). He thus arrived at the fol-
lowing calculation: Between the beginning of the reign of Rudr
chand (A.D. 1565-97) which can be checked by three grant a;‘
A.D. 1567, 1596 and 1597, and the beginning of the reign of ]S3'0
Chand, the supposed restorer of the Chand power, 503 -
elapsed according to vamsavali, which leads us back t(’) AD Si‘:)%l;
Atkinson then conceded ca. 7 years to an actual interreg-nu'm b .
tween Bina Chand, the last rija of the earlier line, and Birg Chang-
assigning the rest of the interregnum to parallel dynasties seced (i
from the Chand kingdom. Accepting the shorter calculatiov ef
the three diverging versions of the chronicle for the rule ofnt}?
earlier Chands, ie., 113 years, he arrived at A.D, 942 as the begine-
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ning of Soma Chand’s reign, but altered this date to A.D. 953 for
reasons not given, possibly as an allowance for the first strides of
this political adventurer up the steps to a feudatory throne.

This scheme brings us, however, into considerable chronolo-
gical difficulties. Soma Chand is said to have brought with him
a retinue of numerous distinguished brahmins from his home -
country, and to have handed over to them the whole administra-
tion. It is, thus, evident that he had relied on strong priestly
support for his political aspirations; and we must, therefore, expect
that this alliance found expression in the establishment of numerous
and spectacular temples, such as it had also elsewhere been the
case with similar empire builders. At Champavat, Soma Chand’s
capital, however, only three great temples are to be found, all of
which had been erected in the 15th and 16th centuries. Only one,
the Balisvara, can look back on a history since at least the 12th
century. Though it is well possible that the tradition of the
Bali§vara may go back even to Soma Chand’s reign, evidence is
lacking, and so it seems that we must search elsewhere for the
religious centre connected with the foundation of the Chand
dynasty. It is, therefore, remarkable that for the funerals of
their house the later Chands selected the famous sanctuary of
Jageswar,—the Tankara Hill of the Skandapurana, west of
Pithoragarh,—as soon as they had been able to regain control over
this. part of Kumaon. They must, thus, have regarded JageSwar
as the original religious centre of the dynasty. As a matter of
fact, all of the many temples at Jage$§war, except the two’ oldest
shrines, have been built within a very brief period and in a new
style so far unknown in Kumaon. All these facts let it appear
probable that the principal builders of JageSwar had been the con-
quering Chand kings immigrated from Kanauj, and that only the
two earliest structures may be attributed to the earliest Katyuris,
and none to their successors, the rajas of Doti. It is not certain
whether Jageéwar had formed part of the territories of Soma Chand
who had first controlled only Champdavat to the south-east, and
then had ousted tHe rdja of Sira to the north-east of JageSwar;
but when he had become the mightiest feudatory of Doti, south-
west of Jage$war, there could have been no difficulty for him to
obtain control over that place of pilgrimage, of puranic fame and
connected with the reforms of Sankarachirya, and to establish
there his own priestly followers in the many shrines endowed by
him. It is characteristic that the second oldest set of temples there,
of a style which we may allocate to the 8th or 9th century, consists
of a great number of shrines of rather moderate size, with other
words, temples of a type in harmony with the position of a mighty,
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but not supreme ruler; but also so numerous as to render domi-
nant the priesthgod entrusted with their cult duties. His succes-
sor Atma-Chand must already have gained the control over the
whole south of Kuméaon; and to him we may attribute the two
garbha-grihas and mighty $ikharas added to the old Katytri tem-
ples of the Jageswara and Mrityunjaya. For their addition to the
central sanctuaries of the place and their dominating proportions
could be undertaken oniy by a mighty sovereign. However, as
even these later temples cannot be much posterior to ca. A.D. 900,
this whole theory becomes possible only in case we allocate Soma
Chand, not with Atkinson to the later 10th, but to the second half
of the 9th century when the JageSwar temples had been built.

Another chronological difficulty is created by the ruins of Dwi-
rahat, the capital of a branch of the later Katytris. The inscrip-
tions there discovered reveal a first intensive building period be-
tween A.D. 1029 and 1048, followed by a second flare-up of acti-
vities between A.D. 1143 and 1219. This sudden and, for a small
state, excessive artistic activity can be explained only by means of
the assumption of a political revolution in Kumaon involving a
sudden expansion of the power of the Dwarahat Katyaris. Ag this
could have happened only after the fall of the earlier Chand Empire,
this latter catastrophe must have occurred before 1029, so that
Atkinson’s date of A.D. 1055 for this important event must be toc
late. Also the inscriptions from the 11th to the early 13th century
offer similar difficulties which it would lead too far to discuss here
in detail. So much, however, is certain that if the dates of the
vams$avali must be too early for the first Chand dynasty, those of
Atkinson prove to be too late.

Now, Atkinson had arrived at his dates, on the one hand, by
recducing the two centuries of a *“Khasiya interregnum” to
“parallel local dynastics” and, on the other, by accepting the
interval of 503, resp. 510 years between Rudra Chand and Bira
Chand, the supposed restorer of the Chand dynasty. Apparently,
he regarded this latter part of the vam$avali as trustworthy, repre-
senting, as it seemed, an uninterrupted tradition up into the full
light of documented history. But both adssumptions prove suscep-
tible to serious criticism. Today we know that most of these vam-
savalis were, in their present form, compiled in majorem gloriam
of the then ruling dynasties not before the tolerant period of the
Mughal emperors Akbar and Jahangir, i.e., in the late 16th and
early 17th centuries A.D. It is, therefore, evident that the Kumaon
chronicle would never have acknowledged the existence of an “ in-
terregnum ” of two hundred years, and even a complete breal
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in the royal pedigree for a such a long time, if these facts would
not have been so well-known and undeniable. There was the old,
indigenous aristocracy, subdued and mtegrated, but still ]ealous‘ of
the immigrants from Kanauj, the JOShlS,‘ Bishts and Muduliya
Pandes ; and they saw to it that suchlike facts would not be for-
gotten or obliterated. Moreover, the many old monun}ents and
the inscriptions offer all the possible evidence that this second
period of Katyuri and other Khasiyas dynasties had not bGEI'l afl
“interregnum ”. In fact, it was they who continued thfe old lnfil—
genous tradition of the country; and it was the forelgll .earhc.ar
Chand rajas who in fact had formed an interregnum within this

tradition.

On the other hand, the whole pedigree betweer'l Bira Chand
and the actual founder of the later ruling Chand dynasty is open
to considerable doubt. For according to a statement of the famous
Kumaoni statesman Harakhdeb Joshi published in a memorandum
by Mr. W. Fraser in 1813, both Garur Gyén4 Chand (A.D. 1‘374-
1419 ?) and his great-granduncle Thohar Chand had both come irOfn
Jhasi, the old Pratisthanu, near Allahabad. lt: there be only a grain
of truth in this statement, what about the whoie long pedigree down
to Bira Chand, with ca. 15 names about wnom nothing else is
known ? And there must be some truth in this statement, as the
different versions of the vam$avali disagree just at this crucial
point, Thohar Chand according to one version being the 6th, accord-
ing to the two others the 2nd predecessor of Garu;_ Gyan C-%xand.
Must, thus, the whole pedigree between Garur Gyan Chand and
Bira Chand be regarded as a fake ?

Let us not forget that none of these vamsavalis represents a
genuine history of the past, but is a reconstruction based, as far
as available, on family records, and further back on local traditions,
especially of temples, old grants and myths, compiled by court
briahmins for the dynasties rising to power in the 15th-17th cen-
turies, and thus also in favour of their pretensions and aspirations.
In this light it may be permitted to try a new reconstruction of the
history of Kumaon.

The actual existence of the earlier Chand dynasty cannot be
doubted ; the tradition is so strong and detailed that it must have
been based on real facts. We have already discussed the proba-
bility of a connection between the J ageswar shrines and the founda-
tion of the Chand house. As already mentioned, we can discern
three strata in the temple architecture of JageSwar?® The oldest
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structures are the present-day vimanas of the Jage$vara and Mri-
tyunjaya temples: They belong to the late Gupta type, low and
broad, with slanting slab roof, columns with lotus-halfroundels com-
bined with the pot-and-foliage capitals, and comparatively simple
plinth mouldings. This type we know from the earliest temples
at Aihole 4 and the Para$urames$vara temple at Bhuvane$vara now
ascribed to Sasanka,’ i.e., of the 6th and 7th centuries AD. They
must, therefore, still have been erected by the earlier Katyuri
princes, though they are surely later than the original foundation
by Vikramaditya who cuntrolled also Kashmir.®

The second set is a most interesting one. It comprises aimost
all the other temples. They are of two types. One is a steep tower,
with very low, though distinct storeys, sometimes with a flat roof,
sometimes crowned by an amalaka. This temple type can else-
where be traced at Aihole, in Gujarat, Saurashtra and Cenfral
India 7 and belongs to the period between the fall of Gupta civii-
zation, and the Pratihdra and RéashtrakGta Empires. The other®
has a gigantic ogival wagon roof placed transversally to the
entrance. It is best known from Méamallapuram?, and also from
the Baital temple at Bhuvaneévar 1% and finally the Teli-ka-Mandir
at Gwalior.!! Generally it belongs to the same period, after the
Guptas, and before the Pratiharas and Rashtrakiitas. Other ctyle
elements point in the same direction, e.g. the many lion statues
on the roofs, a characteristic feature of Pallava and 3adami-
Chalukya art, the large gavikshas, the Lakulisa statues, and the
post-Gupta style of many sculptures. But a number of other
features belong already to a somewhat later, i.e. the Pratihara-

3. The following notes are based on observations on the spot, likewise
those on Katarmal and Dwarahat, the rest on photos kindly lent by the
Director-General of Archaeclogy. The inscriptions are not of much help but
have been attributed by Hargreaves to the 8th and 9th centuries.

4. H. Cousens, Chilukyan Architecture, Calcutta 1926, pls. 5, 10, 12, 14,
2, 23.

5. - K. Ch. Panigrahi, Daie of the Parasuramesvara Temple at Bhubanes~
vara, (JRASB. XV, No. 2, Letters, 1949, p. 83ff)

6. Kalhana, Rajatarangini, transl. by M.A. Stein, 1900, I, v, 188 ; v. 333,
etc.

7. Eg. Athole, cp. Cousens, op. cit. pls. 19, 23, 25 ; Makanganj and Mahua,
cp. AR., A. Dpt. Gwalior 1929-30, pl. 6c, 1927-28, pl. 5a; Than cp. H. Cousens,
Somanatha etc., Caleutta 1931, pl. 48b; Lakroda.

8. AR. ASI 1913-14, pl. IIa; 1928-29, pl. TVa.

9. S. Jouveau-Dubreuil, Archaeologie du Sud de I'Inde, Paris 1914 ; L.N.
Gubil, in Indian Art and Letters, XXI, p. 4 ff. 1947, etc.

10. H. K. Mahtab, History of Orissa, Lucknow 1947, pl. opp. p. 22.

11. 11th Century AD.; but for this time the temple forms an exception.
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Rashtrakuta-early Pala period : the gavaksha networks, the plait-
work-bands formed of intertwined Nagas, the Nataradji, Strya and
Matrika images, the Bhadramukha pediments. In summary, we are
in face of a pre-Pratihara tradition, however surviving inte and
contemporary with an age in which the siruggle between those
three great powers of early Mediaeval India had been in full swing.
This struggle was fought out mainly under Vatsaraja, Nagabhata
and Bhoja Adivaraha Pratihara of Kanauj, between the end of
the 8th and the third quarters of the 9th century A.D. And if our
theory connecting this group of temples with Soma Chand be cor-
rect, the latter would have reigned about the middle of the 9th
century. The last stratum, finally, is represented by the garbha-
grihas and s$ikharas of the Jage$varal? and Mrityunjaya temples.
They show the Pratihira style already fully developed, but still in
a comparatively early stage when the remnants of the late Gupta
and post-Gupta styles had not yet been discarded completely. They
can, therefore, not be later than the reign of Bhoja Adivaradha;
and as, for other reasons, we had tentatively attributed them to
Soma Chand’s successor Atma Chand, the latter would have been
a contemporary of Bhoja. Further, as suchlike new style elements
always needed some time to penetrate into backward provinces,
such as Kumion must have been then, Atma Chand’s reign would
coincide with the later years of Bhoja.

On the basis of the just developed theory, however, we arrive
at a much better chronology of the earlier Chand rajas. Let us
place the rise of Soma Chand in ca. A.D. 850. First of all this will
explain the tradition of the immigration of Soma Chand with a great
retinue of brahmins and Rajputs from Kanauj. For in ca. A.D. 816
the Girjara-Pratiharas had captured the kingdom and city of
Kanauj.®® Soma Chand thus would seem to have been a ‘scion of
the Ayudha dynasty of Kanauj, or at least some prominent
member of the court of Chakrayudha. For this reason also the
art tradition which he brought to the Himdilaya, and which we
find in the second stratum of the Jage$war temples, was pre-
Pratihara and pre-Rashtrakiita, i.e. the now lost style of Kanauj
under the Ayudha kings.

On the evidence of similar historical events we must inter-
pose some decades during which the refugees from Kanauj still
hoped to regain their power, for which the invasions of Devapila

12. AR, ASI 1928-29, pl. Ila.
13. R. C. Majumdar, The Girjara-Pratiharas, Calcutta 1923; Tripathi,
History of Kanauj.
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of Gauda (A.D. 843-50) and of Dhruva II Rashtrakita must have
offered ample opportunities. But with the victorious emergence
of Bhoﬁa Adivaraha such hopes must have vanished, and the sur-
vivors of the Ayudha house must have made their submission or
tried their luck elsewhere. One of those parties of adventurers in
exile may have been that of Soma Chand who after the end of the
war between Devapala and Bhoja obtained a foothold in Sira,
married the raja’s daughter, and finally superseded his father-in-
law. Soma Chand’s accession to the throne of Sira in ca. 8§60, on
the -other hand, leaves a sufficient interval for the last earlier
Katyiris as well -as for the transition from the Buddhist te the
Saiva faith since the days of Hiuan Tsang. For in revolutionary
times the average length of reigns is brief, and as Saivism had
flourished in the country already before Sankaracharya, the exter-
mination of Buddhism could well have been achieved within a
few decades, in any case when on the retreat of the Gaudas it lost
its last support.* As Soma Chand is believed to have reigned
21 years, his sucecessor Aima Chand must have come to the throne
in ca. AD. 881, and as his reign is assessed at 19 years, he must
have died in ca. AD. '900, as ruler of most of Kumaonl® Bhoja
Adivaraha then was . uncontested lord. of Northern India. And
Atma Chand could never have become the ruler of most Kumaon
without the toleration of the great Pratihfira. But as a vassal of
Bhoja, it was natural that he introduced also the architecture then
‘flourishing in the Pratihara Empire, as is evident in the sanctuarigs
of the Mrityunjaya and Jage$vara temples then reconstructed.

As the whole period of the dynasty is’ stated to have lasted
169, resp. 103 years, its fall must have occurred between A.D. 963
‘and 1029; In the latter case the assassination of Bina Chand would
"be -contemporatry with the earliest known inscription at Dwarahit.
But such a quick reaction looks rather improbable ; and we must
reckon both with the possibility that in the time span of 169 years
fsome,parallél-reigns or regencies may have been counted as suc-
ceeding each other, as well as that in the span of 103 years some
iminor rulers may have been ignored. Roughly we may, therefore,
date the overthrow of the early Chand dynasty in the beginning of
the 11th century.

14, The copper statues of “ Paun Réjas ” at JageSwar and Katirmal seem
actually to represent Lokesvara, and prove that even late in the Tth century
AD. the Mahayana was still going strong.

15. Also Powell-Price, JUP. Hist. Soc. IV, p. 5{f, and XVIII, p. 214 ff,
places the end of earlier Katytri rule into the 9th century AD.

Fic. 2 Fic. 3

Fig. 1. Temple with slab-roof. Maniyar Group, Dwarahat. End of the early
Katyuri period, ca. 7Tth or 8th century A.D.
Fig. 2. Nava Devi Temple at JageSwar. Here attributed to the reign of
Soma Chand, third quarter of the 9th century A.D.

Fig. 3. Lakulifa Temple at JageSwar. Same, or somewhat later time.
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Whether the stories about Bina Chand’s cruelty are true, may
be left undecided. Though in their later form they have been
reduced to the level of standard folk tales it is well possible that
Bina Chand, like Harsha of Kashmir (A.D. 1089-1101), had been
driven to the application of terror measures against his unruly
nobles. And in this case we have to search for another reason
for the fall of the earlier Chand kingdom. This probably was
another invasion of armed refugee bands into the Champavat king-
dom, so near to the plains, as a result of the collapse of Rajya-
pala Pratihdra of Kanaui under the double attack by Mahmid of
Ghazni, and of the “handelas and their allies. But as Mahmad’s
campaigns were mere raids, most of the refugees were absorbed
by the rising Rashtrakiita, Chauhén and Chandela kingdoms, and
these bands merely weakened Chand rule so much that the

Katyiiris could overthrow it. .

The temple groups of Dwarahat!® would then have been the
victory monument of the then most successful branch of the
restored Katytiri dynasties. The chronology of these temples has
given occasion to the most differing opinions. The only dates so
far known which can be connected with any temples are that of
AD. 1084 for the Badrindth Temple, mentioning a raja Sadhu-
varadeva as builder, and two others nearby, A.D. 1083 and 1085,
referring to unidentified monuments. All other inscriptions are
connected with sculptures only, the style history of which is
hitherto largely unknown. Now the Badrinath represents the
preponderating temple type of the second Katylri period all over
Kumaon, and thus presents no special difficulty. But almost all
other temples of Dwarahat are in a very different, degenerated and
rather ossified style. Hargreaves, therefore, believed that they
could not be earlier than the 14th century. Sahni was prepared
to place at least the Ratan Deo group so late though it does not
differ much from the average Dwarahat type.

However, on a comparison with JageSwar and Katarmal, the
problem of the Dwarahat temples proves not so baffling. One
temple in the “ Maniyar ” group stands very near to the Katyurl
vimanas at Jage$war. Iu the Ban-Deo we are confronted with a
shrine intermediate between the pre-Pratihara step tower and the
early Pratihara $ikhara type. The Ratan Deo group represents
in one respect a degeneration, in another an elaboration of the
Ban-Deo. The Kacheri group then leads over to the provincial

16. Hargreaves, Arch. Survey Ann. Rep. Northern Circle, Hindv and
Buddhist Monuments, 1913-14, p. 7-9; AR., AS.I, 1922-23, pls. 6a-d ; 1923-24,
pl. 4c; 1924-25, pl. 3d.; see also note 2.

J. 6
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high-Pratihara type which we ﬁnd,.best, in t}.xe. single .temple
opposite it in the Mrityunjaya and in the subsui%ary shrines to
the Badrinath. In this latter we ﬁnd. a .new, imported type,
nearly related to what we find in the plam.S in ‘thej smaller Chaha-
‘mana temples. It is a reconstruetion, for inscriptions found there
give dates earlier than A.D. 1084, viz. AD. 1046 and 1048. On
the Gujjar-Deo we shall have to come back later on.

Though an absolute chronology of the Dw?rahét temples, thus,
still remains beyond reach, nevertheless certain fundamental.facts
emerge. The earliest shrines there must be Qlder than the rise of
the Chand dynasty, or contemporaneous wit}} it. Most of t_he other
temples represent a provincial survival of this early Pratihara style
with a slight admixture of later elements; probably they are not
older than the early 11th century, and merely form the revival of a
long suppressed art. But then, with freedom, new influences came
in from the plains and were made use of, now no more so much in
Dwarahat as over the whole of Kumaon.

The old Chand kingdom, thus, must have definitely come to
an end before A.D. 1029, except perhaps for a few obscure families,
The 11th and 12th centuries and the beginning of the 13th century
form the second Khasiya period, the “ Golden Age” of Kuméoni
art. Practically all the famous places of pilgrimage whose founda-
tion goes back to the first Katyarl period, such as Badrinath,
Kedarnath, Bhage$war, many smaller shrines at JageSwar, and
the old Katyir1 capital Kartikeyapura-Baijnath were rebuilt.!” And
the later shrines of JageSwar and Bhage$war, Katarmal (Bara-Adit
Temple), Kheti Khan, Talihat, \the tridents of Barahat and
Gopeswar and many smaller, not yet surveyed monuments fall
into these two centuries of many small, but flourishing kingdoms.

According to the Kumaon vaméavall the Chand kingdom was,
after 196 years, finally restored by Bira Chand who slew the Kha-
$iya raja Sonpal and established himself at Champavat. Though
Bira Chand may be accepted as historical, he is nevertheless a
rather mysterious person. Nothing about the pedigree con-
necting him with the earlier Chand rajas is known. He was
brought from Malas (the Tarai) by a certain Saun Kharayat about
whom nothing else is known, and given out as a descendent of rija
Sonsar Chand who had died more than 250 years ago. He was
acknowledged by the exiled brahmin and Rajput families who had
once been the aristocracy of the Champavat empire. On the other

17. At least one reconstruction of Badrinath is said to have been exe-
cuted in the 12th century. '
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hand, of the whole long line of rajas who are said to have succeeded
him, nothing is known except the names, and after Thohar Chand
even this pedigree is in disorder. All this does not make a trust-
worthy impression. Hald Bira Chand actually been a genuine
scion of the old Chand family, and did he in fact restore their king-
dom ? On the basis of our chronological scheme Bira Chand would

have reigned at the beginning of the 13th century, approximately
A.D. 1205-1220 (15 years).

This, however, was a time of general chaos in the Indian plains
as well as in Kumaon and adjoining Nepal. The Barahat and
Gopeswar trident inscriptions reveal that A.D. 1191 the Malla
rajas who then were rising to power in Nepal!® overran Kumaon
and Garhwal. In 1192 the Rajput power in the Ganges plains was
overthrown by the Muslims. Tradition has it that Rajputs and
Brahmins fled in great numbers to the Himalaya and settled in
its valleys everywhere.l® This migration had far-going repercus-
sions on the history of the whole Himalaya from Kashmir to Nepal.
We may assume that its effect on Kumaon had not been very
different: A temporary flare-up of the old political ambitions
of the established kingdoms with the support of refugee merce-
naries, and at last a general chaos when the number of those home-
less adventurers became so considerable as to threaten the very
existence of .the old kingdoms.

Had Bira Chand actually been more than such an adventurer
from the plains who because of a real or faked, in any case very
distant relationship with the first Chand dynasty had been acknow-
ledged as a pretender by the oppressed aristocracy of the former
Champavat kingdom ? Probably the latter might not have been too
inquisitive in examining the claims and promises of a bold new-
comer supported by a strong following of refugee warriors and
brahmins. Had he, on the other hand, been related with those
Jhisi Rajputs from whom Thohar-Mall is later on said to have
come, at least according to the statement of Harakhdeb Joshi ?
In the chaos created by the Malla invasion he may well have been
able to acquire a short-lived kingdom which never comprised the
old Katyiiri states (Dwarahat inscriptions of A.D. 1214 and 1219)
nor can have survived him. For the BaliSwar inscription of
AD. 1223 in Siii shows us Krachalla Deva Jina of Kantipur in
Nepal as the lord of south-eastern Kuméaon, and amongst his retinue
two, else unknown, members of some Chand family whose rela-
tion to Bira Chand or to the earlier Chands is not known. What-

18. H. C. Ray, Dynastic History of Northern India.
19. Indian Antiquary, XXXVI, p. 264 ff., 1907.
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ever the fate of the Chand dynasty in the later 13th and early 14th
centuries may have been, they can hardly have been more than
small local chieftains. Then the devastation of Katehir by Sultan
Balban (A.D. 1266-78) must have brought more refugees to
Kumaon and, with them, probably further social and political
unrest. But also the whole character of the period was most
unfavourable to the formation of strong kingdoms. Hindu feudal
society of the north had entered into a progressing disintegration
which in Kashmir can be traced since the second Lohara Dynasty,
in Chamba, even more pronounced, since ca. 1150, whereas {he
contemporary Rajput dynasties of the plain hardly show a better
picture. Also the terrorism of early Muslim rule would not have
tolerated the rise of aay possible opponent. Hindu civilization,
too, must have sunk down to the same barbarian level as that to
be observed in the Panjab Himalaya-during the same period.

Fortunately the inscriptions catalogued by Fihrer and
Pt. Nitya Nand Misra (see Appendix) permit us to reconstruct
a good deal of the earlier history of the later Chand dynasty. For
however poor the available information may be, it leads us back
from Rudra Chand (A.D. 1565-1592) whom Atkinson had regarded
as the earliest chronologically ascertained ruler, to Nara Chand,
ca. AD. 1285 (?) or 1297-1321. Even the mere comparison of
these meagre dates with the vamsavali permits very elucidating
conclusions. First of all, the reign of Nara Chand proves to be
much later than given in the vams$avali (A.D. 1170-1177, respecti-
vely 1107-1125), thus confirming our suspicion that the chronologi-
cal confusion must have been due to some dynastic change in the
time between Thohar Chand and Garur Gyin Chand.

We are, thus, in a position to check up, from the other end,
our calculation of the time of Bira Chand. In view of the many
discrepancies between the various versions of the vamsavali, and
between that latter and the inscriptions, an exact caleulation is not
possible. Bira Chand’s reign is stated to have lasted 13, resp.
15 years; it creates no difficulties. But that of Nara Chand is
given as 7, resp. 18 years whereas his inscriptions extend over 24,
if not even 36 years. However, Nara Chand seems 1o have been
the actual builder of the later Chand Raj, and we can, therefore,
not know how long he may have ruled merely as the chieftain
of a small territory, how long as the ruler of 3 larger district or
part of Kumaon, and from which of these events his reign may
officially have been counted. We start, therefore, calculations best
from his last known inscription. The vams$avali counts 97, resp.
102 years between the end of Bira Chand and the end of Nara
Chand’s reign. As the Chanyagaon grant of Nara Chand is dated
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AD. 1321, Bira Chand must have reigned from A.D. 1209-1224,
résp. A.D., 1904-1219 which tallies very well with our former cal-
culation of ca. A.D. 1205-1220.

Now we come to the crucial point of Chand history, t}.le _reigns
of Garur Gvan Chand (Jhana Chandra Garuda) and of hls'nnmg-
diate pi‘edecessors. Heve we are confronted nf)t only with t le1
tradition already mentioned that both Garur Gyan Chand is- we
as his great-grand uncle Thohar Chand had. come from J u§1 1;
ihe plains, but also with a complete confusion in the vams;v:};l i
and a not less obvious discrepancy between' the .seguence o e
rulers in the chronicle and the dates of the inscriptions. A cgm:C
plete solution of these problems can, of course, r-10t be expecte ‘a
present, but a certain elucidation at least.1s pc;sxble. Let u}f, ﬁzit,
not forget that a vaméavali is a dynastglc pedigree, arfd .tdat t-t;
seniority sequence within the ruling. family need not COlI:icl e \tx:
the actual sequence of reigns. B?snies, as we b.ave to 'o with :
feudal period, both the {family pedlg'ree and the list of relgnsbrrflus
occasionally be dissolved into parailel brar.lches‘. For not 1e4g;e
Bhirati Chand (Atkinsen: A.D. 1437-50, insecription A.D. )

Kum3on was reunited again.

Between Nara Chand’s last inscription A.D. 1321 and Qarur
Gyan Chand’s Raigaon pillar inscription of A.D. 1367 there is an
interval of only 36 years, and between the ﬁrst_ and Garur Gyan
Chand’s BaliSvara temple inscription at Champavat of A.D. '13“;0
an interval of 69 years. Between both, hov:rever, 9 respec‘czveh y
12 reigns are interposed, including that of 'Thohar .Chand hv: ((;
came from Jhisi. Of these we further know at least Trilokya C n
who is remembered as the first again to tak'e ‘up tbe o&ens1;rle
against the Katyuris, and Abhaya Cha.nd who is {r’lentloned on the
Kirttistambha of A.D. 1361 or 1371 in the Balivar Te.mple‘ at
Champéavat. We must thus compress at least 7 to 10 reigns into
the brief interval of 34 vears between A.D. 1321 ’and ca. AD. 1355.
With other words, the kingdom of Nara Cl.lanfis successors must
have become weak and divided. In the beginning of the 14th cen-
tury A’la-ud-din’s oppression and conquests, and th_e répeated
revolts in Katehir, east of the Ganges, drove many brahmins and
Rijputs into the hills, and so it is probable that_z?lso '.l‘hoh?r Chafxd
may have sought a refuge in the Champavat ra.] which since Bira
Chand had been in clan relationship with Jhiisi. As he h-as been
included in the vaméavali, it is possible that he marx.-ied fnto the
Chand family and acquired great influence. And likewise that
his family played the role of hereditary regents for the degem.erated
rajas, and actually fought the battles of reconquest for Trilokya
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Chand. This also seems to have been the original position of
Garur Gyan Chand. That he could set up the Raigaon pillar
inscription of A.D. 1367 practically parallel to Abhaya Chand’s
Kirttistambha at Champavat, A.D. 1361 or 1371, speaks for his
great influence. It seems that the continuous warfare in Katchir
needed a permanent frontier army under an able leader. We do
not known when Garur Gyan Chand could supersede Abhya
Chand ; Atkinson believes in A.D. 1374. But the bloody invasions
of Katehir by Sultan Fircz Shah between A.D. 1380 and 1385 must
have immensely strengthened his position as champion of the
Kumaon Hindus. And this sets into the right light the curious
report that he went to Delhi to regain Katehir. A.D. 1388 Firoz
Shah had died; 1390 civil war had broken out between the last
Tughlug princes. This must have been the oceasion on which
Garur Gyan Chand streiched out his hand for the governorship
of Katehir, including Kuméon, probably in the hope later to trans-
form this nominal governorship into an independent great king-
dom. In the Himalaya the rajas of Nurpur tried the same experi-
ment in the 1Tth century, those of Kangra in the 18th, those of
Jammi in the 19th, not to speak of other princes in Rajputana,
Bundelkhand and other parts of India.

Garur Gyan Chand’s kingdom must have disintegrated after
his death. His last inscription is of A.D. 1419. And between this
date and the reign of Bharati Chand Kumaon was again divided
between brothers and nephews of the Chand house, and the
Katylris regained their independence. The inscriptions give us
the following dates:

Harihar Chand A.D. 1397 (as yuvaraja ?);
Vikrama Chand 1423 ;

Dharma Chand 1429 ;

Kalyan Chand (1433), 1440, 1450, 1461 ;

Ratan Chand 1455 ;

Hari Chand, 1461;

Pratap Chand 1461 ;

Bharati Chand 1469-1499 ;

Kirati Chand 1500 ;

Bhishan (Bhishma) Chand 1511, 1512, 1519, 1533
Kali Kalyan Chand 1559 ; ’
Rudra Chand 1567, 1596, 1597,

when finally we are in the full light of history.

In the century beiween Bhirati Chand and \R
udra Cha
(A.D. 1467-1567) the reconquest, unification and centralisation r:fi

CHRONOLOGY OF THE CHAND DYNASTY 47

Kumion was accomplished, and Almora raised te the position of
central capital. Probably in Rudra Chand’s ieign the present
vamséavall was reconstructed by the court pandits.

In its great outlines the history of this epoch corresponds with
the development which could be observed in all the hill states
further to the west. With the weakening of Tughlug rule the
Hindu dynasties again rise from obsecurity, in Chamba Vaira$i-
varman, in Kumaon Nara Chand ;? in the late 14th century the
present kingdoms begin to outline themselves: Bhotavarman in
Chamba, Trilokya Chand, Abhaya Chand and Garur Gyan Chand
in Kumaon, Ajayapala in Garhwal; about the middle of the 15th
century they begin to expand and again to take up cultural acti-
vities: Anandavarman in Chamba, Sansar Chand I of Kangra,
Bharati Chand, Ratan Chand and Kirati Chand in Kuméon ; ip the
later 16th and early 17th century the political and cultural rena-
scence has finally gained its full swing: Pratapsinghvarman and
Balabhadravarman in Chamba, Siraj Mall and Jagat Singh in
Narpur, Bhiipat-Pal and Sangram-Pal in Ba$ohli, Ajbar-Sen in
Mandi, Rudra Chand and Lakshmi Chand in Kumion, Man Sah,
Sama Sah and Mahipat Sah in Garhwal.

The parallelism of developments in this later period in Kumaon
and Garhwal is corroborated also by the archaeological evidence.
There is a complete gap in the art tradition of Kumaon between
AD. 1223 and 1322, in that of Garhwal between A.D. 1191 and
1358. The first monuments reappearing thereafter, however,
reveal a complete relapse into a primitive folk art: The Ganesa
image of Baijnath, A.D. 1322, and the palace of raja Ajayapila at
Srinagar, Garhwal, A.D. 1358, “ with elaborate quaint sculptures.”
The same may be said of the Raigion pillar of Garur Gyan Chand
AD. 1367 and the Champavat Kirtistambha of Abhayachandra
A.D. 1361 or 1371.

Garur Gyan Chand’s inscription of A.D. 1390 mentions the
erection of a temple at Baliévar, Champivat®® It must have
been either the precursor or the first stage of the reconstruction
of the state sanctuary which was undertaken under Udyan Chand
(A.D. 1420-21) and, according to an inscription, completed under
Vikrama Chand (A.D. 1423-1429). This very rich structure is
completely alien to Himalayan art, an undiluted import of the
somewhat fussy and careless, degenerated variety of the beautiful

20. In Garhwal a first sign of life is a GaneSa image inscription of A.D.
1322 mentioning' a certain XKadaru Parasiyo, possibly a local chieftain,
21. Arch, Survey Ann, Rep. 1813-14, I, pl. IIb. o
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but’ overelaborate late Solanki-Vaghela architecture of Gujarat
such as it was revived in the 15th century A.D. in Gujarat and
Rajputand.?® As it is krown that Udyan Chand also summoned
brahmins from Gujarat, the Balidwar Temple must have been built
by masons who had come in the company of these brahmins, The
idea, however, may go back to Garur Gyan Chand’s visit to Delhi.
In the preceding hundred years Gujarat and Rajputana had been
subjected to the ravages of the armies of A‘la-ud-din, Muhammad
Tughluq and Firdz Shah. The inevitable decline of Hindu building
activities there must, thus, have made it easy for the ambitious
Kumaon rajas to engage architects and masons. The now visible
repairs of the Bali$vara sanctuary proper belong to a much later
period in which the understanding of this art had already been
lost whereas the Muslim dome and a crude Rajput ” folk art were
coming in use, i.e. to the Jater reign of Udyot Chand (A.D. 1678-98).

Somewhat later than the Baliswar at Champavat is the small,
but fine “ Gujjar Deo” (i.e. the Gujarati Deval) Temple at Dwara-
hat® likewise in the Gujarati-Rajasthani style. It is of the type
of the Navalakhi temples of Sejakpur and Gumli,** whereas the
similar Eklingii (Udaipur) was built as late as A.D. 1488 by rana
Rai-Malla. At approximately the same time the * Gujjar Deo”
must have been erected by foreign masons, under the last Katyuri
rajas, and was probably just completed when their defeat by Kirati
Chand (A.D. 1488-1503) forced them to retire deeper into the
mountains,2s

Also the two other temples at Champavat, the Ratne$vara
(Nagnath) and Champavati (Ghatotkacha) belong to this Gujarati-
Rajasthani school. It is rather difficult to date them exactly, con-
sidering the extreme stagnation of this style over several centuries.
Notwithstanding the rich decoration, their general character is
rather plain and serene when compared with the Baliévar and

Gujjar Deo temples. The form of their pent roofs is found'

e.g. also at the Mahakali Mata Temple at Dabhoi,? which at a
superficial impression might justify an ascription to the 13th-14th
centuries A.D. But porches with the same, though less elaborate
decoration can be traced at Chitorgarh in the late 15th century,

22. H. Goetz, The Role of Gujarat in Indian Ar History, (Bull. B
State Museum III, pt. 1, p. L ff., 1947).

23. Arch. Survey, Ann. Rep. 1913-14, pt. I, pl. 1Ib; 1923-24, pl. 1V. 4.

24, Burgess-Cousens, Architectural Remains of
ascribed to 11th century; Sankalia, Archaeology of Gujarit, places them with
more justification into the late 12th to carly 13th century AD,

25. The temple was in the 18th century destroyed by the Rohillas.

26, Hirananda Sastri, The Ruins of Dabhoi, Baroda 1940,
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and similar pentroofs appear also in Man Singh’s (A.D. 1486-1518)
palace in Gwalior Fort. Finally, the very exact and neat work-
manship of the masonary, the almost cubic form of the buildings,
the very developed shape of the niche arches, the playful arrange-
ment of the upper wall niches suggesting a suspension from the
cornice, the degeneration of certain ornaments and the complete
stiffness and misproportion of the figures which is never to be
found even in works of the 15th century, permit only an attribu-
tion to the 16th century. Their builder may have been raja Rudra
Chand who has left an inscription in the Ratne$var temple* and
“ reestablished Mahe$var worship ”’ at the BaliSvar shrine. It seems
that the sanctuaries had been desecrated during the invasion of
Husain Khan Tukriya, the Mughal governor of Lucknow, and that
the temples were erected to placate the wrath of gods of the
deserted capital since the court had in A.D. 1560 moved to Almora.

We cannot here follow the later history of temple architecture
in Kumaon and Garhwél. In the latter state first Man $ah had
in A.D. 1547 endowed the temple of Ekasur at Patal (Mandarsyun).
But Garhwal architecture has unforunately not yet been explored,
notwithstanding the valuable reference collected by Atkinson for
both the latter and Kumaon. For our purpose it would be im-
portant to know which links in later architecture connect the Jages-
war (and Bhage$war ?) temples with the temples erected in Kulil
by Jagat Singh. Shrines like the Bhimes$var at Bhimtal® built
by Baz Bahadur Chand (A.D. 1638-78), or the Lakhamandal
Temple in the Dehra Diin District®® may well have played such a
role. For Baz Bahadur Chand as well as his successor Udyot
Chand (A.D. 1678-98), a fervent temple builder, have been con-
temporaries of Jagat Singh (A.D. 1637-72) and Bidhi Singh
(A.D. 1672-88), the originators of most $ikhara shrines in Kulg,
and of Chatar Singh (A.D. 1664-90) who placed the wooden roofs
on the Chamba temples.

Here it suffices to point out that the great Kumaon temples
of the 15th and 16th century had in fact been the product of a
conscious renascence of Hindu culture after a prolonged interrup-
tion of the tradition, and that they represent a pure import from
Mewar (as link with Gujarat) in the same way as the “Ruined
Temple ” of Nirpur represents an import from Mathura and Amber,
the temples of Sansar Chand I at Kangré that of a not yet defined

v 27. Later grants by Udyot Chand AD. 1683.
28. Atkinson III, plate opp. p. 80.
29, - Arch. Survey Ann. Rep. 1923-24, p. 57 and pl. XXII, and 1929-30, pl. 5.
J. 1
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primitive style soméhow connected with later Marathi and early
Rajput architecture, and in the same way as, finally, the earliest
“ Rajput ” paintings from Nurpur and Basohli must go back tu a
Rajasthani source.

APPENDIX

List of Historical Inscriptions jrom Kumdon and Garhwal.
(Most of these inscriptions have so far not yet been copied)

Abbreviations

Atk. — Atkinson, The Himalayan Districts of the N. W. Provinces
and Oudh, 1884-86 — Gazetteers.

F. = Fithrer, The Monumental Antiquities and Inscriptions of the
N. W. Provinces and Oudh, 11, 1891.

Hargreaves = Ann. Report, Superintendent, Hindu and Buddhist
Monuments, Northern Circle, for 1913-1914, p. 7-9.

Nitya Nand Misra = J. U. P. Hist. Soc. XV, pt. 2, p. 53 fl., 1942,

Sahni = Ann. Rep. Arch. Survey 1921-22, pp. 50 ff., and 1922-23,
p. 13 1.

Chhabra = notes kindly placed at the disposal of the author by
the Government Epigraphist, OQotacamund.

8th Century, 4 Jageswar inscriptions (Hargreaves).

9th Century, 4 Jageswar inscriptions (Hargreaves).

10th Century, 4 JageSwar inscriptions (Hargreaves).

A.D. 1029, Dwarahat inscriptions (Atk.).

1046-1048, Dwarahat inscriptions (Atk.).

1143 (or 45), Dwarahat: Siva-Parvati image inscription of Gulana

1103, Dwarahat (Dunagiri): Navagraha slab (Sahni).
(Hargreaves, Chhabra).

1143, Dwarahat, Thalkoraka Naula: On a broken Vishnu image,
mentioning the erection of a temple by Gulana (Hargreaves).
(Perhaps identical with the preceding one).

1181, Dwarahat (Dunagiri) inscription of Ananta-Pala Deva (Atk.,
1183 ; Hargreaves).

1183/5, Dwarahdt (Badrinath) inscription on Lakshmi Image
pedestal ? (Hargreaves, Chhabra).

1184, Badrinith inscription with garuda, mentioning erection of
temple by Sadhuvaradeva (Sahni; Hargreaves).

1191, Inscriptions of Anekamalla Deva, Nepalese invader of Garh-
wal, Barahat-Tihri and Gope$war tridents, (Atk., last one also
Fiihrer).

1202, Baijnith Grant of Indradeva (Atk,, F).

1203, Baijnath Gane$a image inscription (F.).

1214, Dwiarahat inscription (Atk., Hargreaves).
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1219, Dwiérahat (Goril temple) inscription (Atk.).

1223, Balisvar (Sii Bisung) inscription of Krachalla Deva Jina of
Kantipura, on back of grant of Desata Deva Katyuri (Atk. F.).

1243 (cp. 1143 : Hargreaves).

1285 (?). Ganganau grant of Nara Chand (F.).

1297, Chanayagaon grant of Nara Chand (F.).

Early 14th Century, Jage$war inscriptions (Hargreaves).

1322, Baijnath Gane$a image inscription (Atk., F.).

1321, Chanayagaon grant of Nara Chand (F.).

1322, First Garhwal inseription (Atk.).

1358, Srinagar : Ajayapala Chand’s Palace (Atk., F.).

1361, Champavat: Kirttistambha of Abhya Chand (Chhabra;
Hargreaves). (cp. 1371).

1367, Raigaon pillar inscription of [Garudal Jhana Chand (F.).

1371, Balisvar (Champavat) pillar inscription (F.). (cp. 1361).

1382, Asargaon grant (F.).

1385, cp. 1285 (date probably misread by F.).

1390, BaliSvar (Champavat) mandapa inscription, erection of
temple by Garur Gyan Chand (Jnana Chandra). (Hargreaves,
Chhabra).

1397, Asargion grant of Bharati Chand (F.). (spurious, or as
prince 7).

1398, Dadagaon grant of Jhana Chand (F.).

1412, Tapnipal grant of Jhana Chand (F.).

1412, Raigaon pillar inscription of Jhana Chand (F.).

1412, Kheti Khan temple grant of JAana Chand (Sahni).

1418, Gudamagalgaon grant (F.).

1419, Champéavat grant of Jiana Chand (F.).

1423, Blaisvar grant (Sai Bisung) (F.).

1423, Inscription of Vikrama Chand (Atk.).

1429, Grant of Dharma Chand (Nitya Nand Misra).

1433, Raigaon pillar inseription (F.).

1433, BaliSsvar (Champavat) grant of Kalyan Chand (F.) (or
1733).

1440, three Dadagaon grants of Kalyan Chand (F.). (date correct 7;
or as prince ?).

1449, Kheti Khan land grant by Bharati Chand (F.).

1450, Bhagesvar Temple built ? (F., Atk.).

1455, Ganganaa grant of Nara Chand (F.). (spurious ?).

1461, two Dadagion grants of Kalyan Chand (F.).

1461, Dadagaon grant of Pratap Chand (F.).

1468, Dadagaon grant of Sutiranamalla (F.).

1469, Tyarsah grant of Bharati Chand (F.).

1475, Gudamagalgion grant (F.).
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1477, Almora grant of Bharati Chand (Nitya Nand Misra).

1499, Baijnath Vishnu image inscription, (F., Atk.).

1500, Pat grant of Kirtti (Kirati) Chand (F.).

1505, Champavat grant of Kirati Chand (F.) (not 1805).

1511, Champavat grant of Vishnu (Bishan) Chand (F.).

1512, Champavat grant of Vishnu Chand (F.).

1514, Almora grant of Bhishma (Vishnu) Chand (Nitya Nand
Misra).

1519, Three Champavat grants of Vishnu Chand (F.).

1533, Phulara grant of Vishnu Chand (F.).

1554, (Cp. 1654).

1559, Dadagaon grant of Kalyan Chand (F.).

1567, Grant of Rudra Chand (Atk.).

1596, Grant of Rudra Chand (Atk., F.).

* 1597, Champavat grant of Rudra Chand (Atk,, F.).

Not dated, Champavat Nagnath (Ratne$var) temple inscription of
Rudra Chand (Chhabra).

1618, Gadi-uda grant of Srimalla (Trimal) Chand (F.).

Not dated, Balisvar (Champavat) inscription of “ [Sulma[ra]chan-
dra” (i.e. Trimal Chand) and prince * Va{ballalachandra”
(i.e. Baz Bahadur Chand) (Chhabra).

Not dated, Balisvar (Champavat) inscription of (prince 7) Sula-
bhadrachandra (Chhabra).

1654, Pinnath grant of Baz Bahadur Chand (Atk., probably also F.).

1664, Balisvar (Champavat) grant of Baz (Vijaya) Bahadur Chand
(F., Hargreaves, Chhabra).

1668, Phulara grant of Baz Bahadur Chand (F.).

1683, Ghatotkacha (Champéavat) grant of Udyot Chand (F.).

1690, Jagesvar grants of Udyot Chand (Hargreaves, Chhabra).

1691, Pinnath grant of Udyot Chand (F., Atk.).

1707, Bungatala grant of Kalyan Chand (F.).

1710, Tyarkuda grant of Jagat Chand (F.).

1717, Champéavat Naguith Temple inscription of Jagat Chand
(Hargreaves).

1732, Bungatala grant of Kalyan Chand (F.).

1733, Balisvar (Champavat) grant of Kalyan Chand (F.) (or 1433).

1733, Almora grant of Kalyan Chand (Nitya Nand Misra).

1796, Balisvar (Champavat) inscription of Thipa Mahavira (Har-
greaves).

1805 (Cp. 1505).

1822, Dwarahat Badrinath inscription : erection of Vishnu Temple
by Manasi, wife of Nardyana.

Tribal Affiliati_on a_nd the Home of
the Satavahanas

BY

ProFESSOR GURTY VENKET Rao,

Andh'ra‘ University

During the last six decades there has' b'een acute c?ntr?}\lzersy
among the modern scholars about the or:lgm of the Sata\ia .anés
.. homelands. Inscriptions found in the caves of Nanaghét
and thffll"k in the Western Dekkan mention the names of a few
a{ld Na;l‘Slétavéhana-kula.’ These names as well as their orde:-r
e jon are mostly in agreement with those of the Puranic
of SU(;CG§51 of the kings of ¢« Andhra Jati’. Some Puranas style
genea ogﬂj{n dhra-bhrtyas. Hence on the basis of common names
e al:' in the fwo sources some scholars identified the Sz'atava;\-
of the ;nf}sl epigraphical records with the Andhras of the Pura-
hanas Oh ’ tfongly objected to this identification because in no
I"las ; 'Ot' o j coin the Satavahanas are called Andhras and simi-
;n:f;lfr?(:; ;uréna the Andhras are mentioned as Satavahanas.!
a )

; .+ R. G. Bhandarkar,? the earliest writer on the
b-A:co:(ti;:,g gijgiabhgitya dynasty of the Puranas is tl.me same
e :SQ shana dynasty of the inscriptions.” He explained the
o the‘A:::iﬁ bhritya’ as Andhras who were once servants Or
v dent: aThéy came to power under the leadership of
g?;?k: n\fi;ho uprooted the Sungas and the Kanvas in hB.C.
73. In his opinion Dhanyakataka (near .modern Dhara-
k 5 in Guntir District) was their eastern capital. Dr. J. Bur-
o ofa te in 1887 “the &atavahanas or Andhras held sway for
g‘:)s t‘}’zﬁr centuries from the second century B.C., till the end ?t
?heusecond or the beginning of the third century AD....... their
conquests extended, far to the north and to the western ;;Zst. . s =
Their first capital is said to have been on the Kms 2 at 1;;
kakulam about 19 miles west of Masulipatam, and founded accord-

1 for inscriptions see ASWI, V; EI, VII; for coins see CIC; and for

F .2' as]"::l—sre; ?{Iff;iate is, however, not tenable. See my article in the Jr.

Ind. History, XXVII, Dec., 1949, p. 243,
3. BSAJ, pp. 3-4



54 JOURNAL OF INDIAN HISTORY

ing to legend by Sumati, a great emperor; by whom is probably
meant Simuka the first of the dynasty. It was afterwards trans-
ferred to Dhanyakataka or Dharanikota, and thence to other
places.” According to Dr. V. A. Smith,* the Andhra community
in the days of Megasthenes occupied the delta of Godavari and
Krsna rivers and possessed a military force second only to that of
the Mauryas; the capital of the state “is believed to have been
then Sri-kdkulam”, on the lower course of the Krsna; in the
days of Asoka, their Raja appears to have been in some measure
subordinate to him ; and soon after the close of the reign of that
great emperor or possibly even before its close, they asserted their
independence about 240 B.C. or 230 B.C. under a king named
Simuka, and within a short period their authority spread as far
west as Nasik. Smith also says “the Andhra kings all claimed to
belong to the Satavdhana family and many of them assumed the
title or bore the name Satakarni.” Prof. E. J. Rapson’ is of the
same opinion as Dr. Smith ; he adds, however, that at the time of
Pugyamitra Sunga’s incursion into Vidarbha the Andhras had
“extended across the Deccan from the eastern coast.”” Dr. L. D.
Barnettt states that their earliest capital was Sri-kakulam. then
Dhanyakataka and finally in the first century A.D. it was the centre
of their western provinces at Pratisthana.

Prof. P. T. Srinivasa Ayyangar’ while accepting the Andhra-
Satavahana identity treated the theory of an eastern origin of the
Satavahana power in the Andhradesa as misconceived. He put forth
arguments to show that the Andhras were a Vindhyan tribe, their
kings originally ruled over western India, spoke Prakrt and not
Telugu, and the extension of their authority was from the west
to the east down the Godavari-Krsna valley. When their power
declined in the west, the name Andhramandalam travelled to their
eastern districts and stuck to them.

Dr. V. S. Sukthankar® questioned the very basis of the Andhra-
Satavahana identity. His main arguments are (i) No where in
their records the Satavahanas are called Andhras, (ii) other con-
temporary or nearly contemporary records, as the Hathi-Gumphs,
Girnar and Talagunda inscriptions, also refer to them as Satava-
hanas and never as Andhras, (ii) Kharavela says that he “ without

EHI, pp. 217-219; Oxford History of India, p. 119,
CHI, Vol. 1, p. 519.

Ibid. p. 599.
1A, XLII, p. 276 %
ABI, Vol. I, p. 21f.
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entertaining any fear of Satakarni sent a large army to the west.”
1f the Satakarni had been the ruler of the Andhras, Kharavela’s
army should have been sent to the south, (iv) all their early
inscriptions and coins were discovered in western India. They had
undoubtedly overrun and conquered the Andhra country; but
their earliest possessions were, as revealed by Archaeological dis-
coveries, in western India. The terms ¢ Satavahanihira’ and ‘ Sata-
hani rattha’ occurring in the Myakadoni inscriptions and Hira-
hadagalli plates, were considered by Sukthankar as sufficient
pointers to the solution of the problem. Myakadoni and Hira-
hadagalli being in the modern Bellary District, he suggested that
this region or round about it should be taken as the original habitat
of the Satavahanas. He drew support to his theory on the ana-
logy that at one time it was common practice to name the country
after its early inhabitants. Satavahanihdra was so named. His
whole theme is that the Satavahanas did not belong to the Andhra
area, as the field of their early activity was confined to the west of
India, and Paithan was their capital. If the Puranic statement be
literally correct implying that the Satavahanas were Andhras, he
had two suggestions to make : either that the Satavahanas separated
themselves ‘ from the main stock of the Andhras’ of the Godavari
and Krsna deltas even before the time of Simuka (the founder of
the Satavahana dynasty) and settled in the west: or that the
Andhras themselves at first occupied Satavadhani-hdra and then
migrated from that centre towards the west and towards the east.
But in his view the Satavahanas ‘ may not have been Andhras’.
Their connection with the Andhra-desa was according to him, the
result of a migration from the west to the east. He further argued
that “some of the Purdnas call these kings Andhras; others call
them Andhrabhrtyas; and there are others still that call them by
both names.” In his opinion the correct designation of this dynasty
is really Andhrabhrtya, a tatpurusa, meaning “the feudataries of
Andhras”. The feudatories of the Andhras need not necessarily
be Andhras.

Mr. K. P. Jayasval? also denied the Andhra-Satavdhana equa-
tion. He regarded the Satavdhanas as probable representatives of
the Satiyaputras of ASoka’s records, their oldest coins being struck
in the name of Sata. Only thus indirectly he supported the non-
Andhra origin of the Satavahanas.

Prof. Raychaudharil® appears to subscribe to the views of
Dyr. Sukthankar but adds “the name Andhra probably came to

9. JBORS, III, p. 442, note.
10. PHAI, 3rd Edition, p. 280.
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be applied to the kings in later times when they lost their northern
and western possessions and became purely Andhra power govern-
ing the territory at the mouths of the river Krishpa.”

Mr. V. S. Bakhlel! is inclined to identify the Satavahanas with
the Satiyaputras. He enumerates more or less the same arguments
as advanced by Dr. Sukthankar and says “to assert that the Sata-
vahanas came from the Andhradesa is going further than warranted
by evidence.” He, however, does not accept Dr. Sukthankar's
identification of the original home of the Satavahanas with Sata-
vahani-hara in Bellary District, which they “made their home in
later times.” He emphatically declares that Satavahanas were not
Andhras. Why the Satavahana kings of the epigraphical records
are treated as Andhras by the Purénas is explained by this critic
thus: “The Puranas were written only after the third century
AD., when the Satavahanas, driven out western India by the
powerful force of the Kshatrapas, had migrated to the Andhra-
desa......... That explains their mention of these kings as
Andhras.” Dr. K. Gopalachari,®? like the above two scholars,
maintains that the centre of gravity of the early Satavahana power
lay in the western Dekkan, that the early Satavahanas did not rule
over the Andhrade$a and that the first authentic Satavihana
records begin to appear in the Andhradesa only with the reign of
Vasisthiputra Sri Pulumavi; but unlike them he asserts that they
were Andhras by tribal connection. He suggests that either they
were the scions of the royal family in the Andhrade$a or Andhra
fortune-hunters who accepted service in the western Dekkan under
the Mauryan suzerains, thereby getting the Puranic appellation
Andhrabhrtya, and that after ASoka’s death, their descendants
might have struck a blow in their own interests in the land of theiy
adoption. But he himself finally characterises this suggestion ag
a conjecture in favour of which ‘ at present we have no evidence,’

Amidst this medley of conflicting theories and contradicto
opinions one has to move warily to arrive at answers t w

. 0 tw .
tions: (1) were the Satavihanas Andhras? or weye the 03 111ies
Andhras by the Puranic writers simply because they Weri f:ueg

n

ruling in Andbra at the time of the compilation of the:
L i the
‘and (2) where did they start their political careey ? ' works ?

It is true that no inscription or coin ¢

) alls th StauE
Andhras. But it should be clearly borne j e Satavihanas

11. JBBRAS. (New series), Vol. IlI, p. 441
12. EHAC, pp. 15-16, 26-27,

n mind that in thoge
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days the custom Was merely to note the family name in inscrip-
tions, as is demonstrated by the records of the Salankayanas,
Brhatphalayanas, Visnukundins, Pallavas, Gangas, Kadambas,
Calukyas, Vakatakas, etc. None of these dynasties made any
reference to their community, tribe or race. The same has been
the case with regard to the records mentioning Nahapana and
Rudradaman. The former is called a Khakharata (Ksaharata)
and the latter a Karddamaka. This custom had such a strong
grip that the inscriptions of even the last few Satavahana princes
discovered in the Andhra area do not call them Andhras although
their rule was confined only to the Andhra districts. When the
Puranas call them Andhras, it can be reasonably assumed that they
gave only the community or tribal (Jati) name of kings, who
actually belonged to the family (kula) of the Satavahanas.

The term ‘Andhrabhrtya’ does not militate against this
assumption, when, as interpreted by Sir R. G. Bhandarkar, it
means Andhras who were servants. Dr. Sukthankar’s interpreta-
tion of the term creates unnecessary difficulties ; if the Satavahanas
were not Andhras but their servants and if at the time of their
rise the Andhras were “ powerful potentates in the Deccan”, it is
inexplicable how no vestige of the power of the latter is to be
found in the contemporary records—literary, epigraphic and numis-
matic. Since the self same kings are termed by the Puranas as
both “ Andrabhrtyah ”, and “ Andhra-Jatiyah ” it must be that the
terms were interchangeable. These kings were Andhras by com-
munity and at the same time acquired power as servants of some
other sovereign. The Puranic testimony should not be lightly dis-
missed. The mention of Sri-yajfia as the reigning prince found in
three independent manuscripts of Matsya Purdna takes the date
of its compilation well into the second century A.D. Moreover the
earliest Puréna, the Bhavisya, from which the Matsya, Vayu, Bhi-
gavata and Vispu derived their account, stops with the fall of the
Andhras and the rise of “their servants”1® Thus so near were
the compilers of Matsya and Bhavisya in point of time to the
Satavadhana kings that they could not have in their ignorance
foisted the name of Andhra on the Satavahana princes simply
because they found or knew them only as rulers of Jm
fact is that the Paurdnikas were dealing with thé
context of their tribal or communal affinity. #
likely that the Satavahanas were of the Andkfg

R

13. EHAC, pp. 22-23,
J. 8
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Much has been made of the language of the inscriptions of the
Satavahanas to deny their connection with the Andhras. The form
of Prakrt they used is likened to ‘some kind of Proto-Maharashtri,
with no affinity with the Telugu, the language of the Andhradeba.’
It is implied in this that Prakrt was the mother tongue of the Sata-
vahanas, which is far from true of the Andhras. But as has been
ably pointed out by Mr. Somasekhara Sarma,'s it is not true that
the language of the inscriptions was necessarily the language of
the country where thesc Satavihanas had their home, nor was
it that this was introduced into the Andhra country by the suc-
cessors of Gautamiputra Sitakarni. For the much earlier Bhatti-
prolu, Ghantasala and Amaravati inscriptions in the Andhra area
are indited in Prakrt. Indeed Prakrt was the language of the
inscriptions not only of the Satavahanas but of all the other ruling
families of India, with very few exceptions, from 300 B.C. to
300 AD. It was the language of the court and of the cultured.
It was the sacred medium of religious literature and preachings.
The teachings of Buddha and Mahavira were the rage of the times
and the Pzli they employed for the purpose was only the earlier
form of Prakrt written and spoken in those days. As Sanskrt was
to the Vedic age, so was Prakrt to this epoch. Whatever had any
touch of religion or culture about it came to be expressed in
Prakrt. The Satavahana and other records of the times registered
gifts to Sramanas and institutions, Buddhist or Jain. Hence the
employment of Prakrt in Satavihana records. The celebration of
Vedic sacrifices by $r1 Satakarni (IT) does not affect the argu-
ment in the least. For sometime later when Sanskrt was restored
lo its former eminence Nannaya Bhatta, the first and greatest
Telugu poet, wrote his Telugu grammar in Sanskrt. Therefore,
it cannot be said positively that the language of the Satavahanas
was “Proto-Mahirashtri ”. The Prikrt of thejr inscriptions does
in no way militate against Satavahana-Andhra identity.

Assuming now that the Satavihanas w.
of their early political activity can be ascert
location of the habitat of the Andhras i
times. Whatever be the difference of o
Satavahana affiliation, almost all the
home of the Andhras then, as in 1
country, on the eastern side of India
and Krsna. As the Colas and Pandyas

ere Andhras, the area
ained only after correct
n the earliest historical
pinion regarding Andhra-
scholars are agreed that the
ater times, was the Telugu
between the rivers Godavari
appear to have from time im-

14. P. T. Srinivasa Iyengar —IA, XLII, p. 278.
15. BHARATI, Prabhaya, Vaisikh, pp, 96-99,
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memorial occupied approximately the same_ geogra.\plr‘ncal pOSIIEJOI{S
in which they are found at the dawn of Iust?ry,. 11:' is very 1;:9 y
ihat the Andhras have done the same. Buddhist 11t?r:;“cu;1e; of an
carlier period locates the Anc}hra country south of Teliv an:j. iz.
tributary of Mahanadi. The Andhras'eXISted as a greatfpowe‘ .
the days of Candragupta with considerable .rmhtary orce ;n;d
« thirty walled towns”. These walled town,s ml,ght ha‘ve be'en X?[ °
by a number of Andhra chieftains. In A.sokas Rocx Eg‘lﬁt !
they appear to have nominally acce.p'ted his suzeramty.1 efy J;:}xl-e
classed together with other serrfx-mdependent pecples v; Jhe
Dekkan. Of them, since the Bh01a§ are located in the esh 'y
Dekkan, the Andhras with their thirty walled towns rlnust a_ve
been in the Central and eastern Dekkan. On _the whole, as ;ug;
gested by D. R. Bhandarkar!® the land of the Andhras must1 1:‘av
been at this early period comprised of some parts of (_Zentra r;o—
vinces, and Vizagapatam district, and may have also mc.:luded the

avari and Krsna disfricts. Thus there is no question of the
GOdavar;)ekkan llr.)éing called Andhra after its conguest by the
e%iter;hanas Andhradesa existed where it is to-day even before
tslfear‘:ame of the Satavahanas came into prominence.l?

Whether the Satavahanas started their politic.al career igl the
Andhradesa proper or outside it 1_s anothe}' (.hf’ﬁcult prg em;
That they came to power from the Andhradesg is hel‘d to be 131

ted mainly on four grounds: (1) their earh.esi—: re_cor s,
Wé}rl'an}f. nd numismatic, have been discovered at Nanighat ana
(‘vP_lg.raP. Ict; western Dckkan; (2) in Kharavela’s inscription,
e " iofxs of the contemporary Satakarni are indicate,d_ W.eSt
e do'mmela’s own kingdom of Kalinga. (3) Gotami Balasri’s in-
of Kh'arav unting the +erritorial possessions of her son, Gauta-
SC_I’ Ly ;éiokaxni makes no mention of any locality in the
i jaet and ,the first available Satavahana records begm t‘o
aApr;i};:'airf I;Zi‘nc,lhradeéa only with the reign of his successor Vasisthi-
putra Sri Pulumavi. N

But these arguments are based upon inadequatz?’app;eciazzz

£ the available records. If the discovery o-f ref:ords is to. e ta
o e ly criterion for determining territorial possessions of a
s e 1(1: arly Satavahanas will lose title even to the central
o Gi)ikkan I( is true that their earliest records have
and SOUthgrir; the wes;cern Dekkan ; but they are only twc? in num-
]}:een ff:: r}cwenty predicessors of Gautamiputra Satakarni. Apart
er,

iti 35-36.
SOKA (2nd edition), pp.
ig gr K. R. Subramanian : BRA, pp. 8-10.
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from this the inference drawn from them is not quite independent.
It is born of preconcieved notion that the Satavahanas had nothing
to do with Andhrades$a, till the reign of Pulumavi. It is forgotten
that the earliest great Satavahana king Satakarni (1I) of Nanaghat
record who performed two Asvamedha, one Rdjasiya and other
sacrifices bore the litle “ Daksindpathapati.” The author of the
Periplus distinguishes the market towns of ‘Dachinabades’ from
those of ‘ Limyrika’ i.e., the Tamil lands. In this context Daksna-
patha whether mentioned in inscription or noticed hy the Greek
writer, appears to cover the whole of the Dekkan in contrast o
the Tamil lands of the south. If it is conceded that the Satava-
kanas were Andhras, and they were masters of the Dekkan, then
the sentence ¢ heedless of Satakarni, he sent his forces to the west’
in Kharavela’s inscription does not mean that Satakarni’s domi-
nions were confined only to the west of Kalinga and had no con-
nection with the Andhra area. That the earlier Satavahana rulers
had hold over the latter is proved by one of the Gathas in Hala’s
Sattasai, which states that there was no Royal house equal in pro-
wess and nobility to that of the Satavahanas in all the couniry
wherein the Godavari rises, flows and falls into the sea. Another
Prakrt work, Lildvatipariniya, contains a tradition of Hala’s mar-
riage on the banks of Saptagodavari, identified with the tank at
Daksaram in East Godavari District.l® According to Suttanipata,
Andhakarattha was on the bank of the Godavari and Assaka and
Milaka (var. Aloka) were two Andhra principalities. Gotami
BalasrT’s inscription cannot be said to have completely ignored the

Andhra area: it refers to Siritana, Mahendra ‘Assaka’, and,

Miilaka within her son’s dominions. The firsi is the Srigaila hill
in the Kurnool digtrict; the second refers to the Eastern Ghats;
and Assaka, even according to Bakhle, comprised the south-east
province of the Nizam’s dominion and the Godavari district. The
same record also notices that her son restored the glory of the
Satavahanas by uprooting the Sakas, Yavanas and Pahlavas.
Surely it cannot be maintained that the Sakas were masters of the
area comprising Siritana, Mahendra and ¢ Assaka’. More probable
sequence of events would be that the Satavihanas were masters
of both Andhra and Maharastra since at least the down fall of the
Mauryan Empire. When Nahapana ousted them from the west-
coast they retained their hold over the rest of the empire including
Andhara. When Gautamiputra Satakarni put an end to the alien
rule, the Satavahana power was restored over the entire Dekkan. It
is this event which enabled his son Pulumavi to resume the title of

18. Cited by Prabhakara Sastri—JAHRS, 1V, pp. 29-30,
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q 3 ich is iniscent of the title of the ear-
Daksina) pathesvara which is reminisc f the |
l(ier Satavahana ruler Satakarni (IT) of the Nanag_ha% record. When
the Satavahanas were finally driven out of Mahara:?t.ra by E{udra-
daman they naturally cetired to their homelands in the Andhra

area.

As regards their capitals, Srikakulam cannot stzx:;i i;fl\ftmy’
: 1 : a-
i it is bas Liable and much later legend. any
since it is based upon unre d m r legend? Dhinse
] ikota i tur District) appears to be one
kataka (Dharanikota in Gun ! to. e
eax.'ly strongholds of Andhra power. It might hat\;le beeqe? o‘r;;hen
their ‘thirty walled towns mentione(i by Megas' enP_ t e
Maharastra also became part of the Andhra empire, ?tx an e
came .‘th.e; geat of Satavahana government in the wtest. Sétall{sars;% -
i ‘he inscripti Gautamiputra :
: one of the inscriptions, 5 s
ﬁcialn:i E}lit)rl(;l of Dhanakata"#®—a reminiscence of his early1 pO}il
y » . 2 it i is
:ia:m before his victory over t}}e Khakharatas —-—'and 1; is (:15 Zmed
son Pulumavi, who inherited the conguests of his father, ¢
O ’ ,
the title of ‘ the lord of the Dekkan.

The events leading to the occupation of Mahé_r:'as,t{; :;r:z ;};Z
establishment of government at Paithan b_y -the Sii\h‘;:a“ak as are
entirely shrouded in nystery. T{xe f’u:ﬁr_nc.dzpie L

ffers a clue to the riadle. ,

tva” for them perhaps 0 2

lglsfni]:d out before, means Andhras who were gervants. In Asoka

Rock Edict XIII Andhras figure in somewhat subordinate position.

F such a position it was easy to assert themselves after the
rom .

i xtensive and powerful
Asoka, and build up 2 state more € _
d}?athu(i)liat qit had been i the days of the first Mauryan Empero.r
" E:lnMe asthenes. The growing menace of the forelg%lers, spﬁc}-
aﬁy thatg of the Greeks, might have necessitated the fixing of their
a ,

headquarters at Paithan.

o e 'XLH’ §~_27%-I VIII, p. 65 contains, the term Dhamka;asamanehi.
- 1'\IaSXk'No.Dhul::akaL;as'mw’«»anehi is out of question for reasons given by
B e anch kar and Dr. D. R. Bhandarkar (see EHD, 3rd ed3t10n, p. .30,
Sirt R.13C'L IB:a?gf;) : M. Senart suggested Benakat_z; zs' ar‘l1 agie’rnal;:te ;:a;ilil:lg
ote 13; LA, . d Ben: o . 8
i et e e S L0 L T
itself’. Hence Sir R. G. Bhandarkar’s equatxox’l ;)fn sthaflL)a}l::x;t::
th:naj:g;: with D'hanakata-s&minehi ie., ‘lord of ‘Dhanakata’ stands.
s

kata = Dhanakataka = Dhanyakataka.
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Ajnyapatra Re-examined *
BY

Dr. V. D. Rao, MA,, Pu.D,, LL.B.
Professor of History, Ramnarain Ruia College, Bombay 19.

Until recently the study of the Maratha history was sadly
neglected. No doubt the publication of original documents per-
taining to the Maratha history, in the second half of the 19th cen-
tury has greatly helped 1o throw substantial light on and give a
fairly comprehensive picture of the rise, growth and fall of the
Maratha Empire. But cn the social, economic and administrative
conditions obtaining during this period, not much detailed and co-
ordinated information is available; for although quite a numker
of Bakhars, Sanads, awards and a large volume of correspondence
brought to light through the zeal and industry of different scholars
give detailed information about the political history of Marathas,
very few documents bearing on the socio-political and administra-
tive aspects of the period are available. An impression seems to
have prevailed that the Maratha rulers were mere soldiers of for-
tune devoid of any sense of or aptitude for socio-political organi-
sation. The injustice of this judgment on the Maratha rulers will
be seen if the Maratha i.istory is studied and interprcted in a true

perspective.

Among the few documents giving information about the princi-
ples and practice of statecraft and governance of the Marathas,
the most noteworthy is Ajnydpatra (Royal Edict) or Réjneeti
(Manual of Administration) commonly attributed to Ramchandra
Pant Amatya. Rdjneeti by Malhar Ramrao Chitnis is another
notable treatise of the subject of statecraft written during the
Maratha period (A.D. 1810). This latter work is merely a theo-
retical treatise taking for its model old Sanskrit werks like Sukra-
neeti, while the chief merit of Ajnydpatra is that it records the
personal observations and experiences of the author who gives not
only theoretical concepts and abstract ideas but a practical ex-
position of the principles of the organisation and governance of
the Maratha State, based on tradition, expediency and utility,

(* Paper read at the Bombay Branch of Royal Asiatic Society on 30th
May 1950).
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having due regard to the forces and circumstances influencing and
moulding the destinies of the Maratha State. Coming from the
pen of one who had served his apprenticeship in statecraft under no
less a personage than the great Shivaji, one who had actively partici-
pated in the affairs of the Maratha State right from the time it came
into being for a long period of nearly fifty years witnessing
numerous vicissitudes, one who had played a prominent part in
preventing the premature extinction of the Marath: rule, every
line of the work is pregnant with political wisdom and sagacity,
inherited from the illustrious father of the Maratha Empire, It
may be truly said that the Ajnyidpatra is the quintessence of the
political wisdom of Shivaji.

This work is of particular interest and value to the student
of the state policy and administration of the Marathas, for it is
not a merc adaptation of the principles of statecraft enunciated
by old authors but it presents a splendid adjustment of the tradi-
tional political philosophy to the achievements, needs and pro-
blems of the Marathas of the time, crystallising intc a beautiful
practical philosophy of State organisation and administration. Mr.
B. K. Sarkar has rightly said that “ the Rajneeti is often a philoso-
phical explanation of political history.”!

Mr. Y. G. Kanetkar has made the following observation about
this work: “The work contains valuable information based on
practical experience in volitics and diplomacy of those days, but
unfortunately it is incomplete.”? No doubt, this small work ’does
not deal with all aspects of political philosophy and science. It
does not claim to be a comprehensive treatise or guide on the
subject. It is designed to serve as a practical guide for the in-
struction of the Maratha Princes in the organisation and adminis-
tration of the State into the tradition of Shivaji. All the salient
features of the Administration and State policy of particular import
to the rulers of the Maratha kingdom are given a place in this work
It contains discussion of all the traditional aspecte of sovereignti;
recognised by Kautilya and other Sanskrit authors ; such as, the
King, the Minister, the Country, the Fort, the Treasury, the Army
and the Friend? I cannot, therefore, bring myself to share the
view that this work is incomplete.

1. Indian Historical Quarterly, Vol. XII, p. 93,
. 2. Indian Historical Quarterly, Vol. XV, p. 255,

3. Kautilya’s Arthashastra Book VI, Ch. 1, (Tr, Dr. R
p. 287-89, - R. Sham Shastry,
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In point of language and style, this work possesses out-
standing merit which makes it a beautiful specimen of Marathi
literature. Rightly has it been said, that this is a unique ornament
adorning the Marathi language and Marathi political literature.
It would be no exaggeration to say that in point of language
and information there is no work to equal this in Marathi political
literature.t

An attempt is made here to examine and discuss this work
in all its aspects.

I. MANUSCRIPTS

Unfortunately the original manuscript of Ajnydpatra is no-
where traceable and is presumed to be lost. I made extensive in-
quiries regarding the manuscript of the work and came across
three old manuscripts, all of which are copies only. Two of these are
at the Rajwade Sanshodhan Mandir, Dhulia (Dt. West Khandesh,
Bombay State) and the third at the Samarthe Vagdevata Mandir
at the same place.

1. Rajwade S. Mandir Copy No. 1: This is the oldest copy
available. It is beautifully written in Modi script and contains
thirty-two pages of the size 16” X 6%" written on one side only.
It begins thus:

Shree Manmahdgan@dhipataye Namah

Shree Mahd Sarswatyai Namah

Shree Sambparabramhane Namo Namah

Shree Mhilosikint Malhiri Marthanddye Namah

and ends thus:

Lekhanilankdr Shake 1722 Raudra Nama Samwvatsara, Pausha
Vadya 4, Chaturthi, Ravi Wari Lekhana Samipta (i.e. writing com-
pleted on Sunday, the 4th day of the dark half of Pausha in Shaka
Era 1722, Samvatsara Raudra —the corresponding English date
being 4th January 1801).

This is a complete copy but it does not mentior the name of
the person who made it.

2. Rajwade S. Mandir Copy No. 2: This is an incomplete
copy and a few pages at the beginning and end are missing. It
is also written in Modi script, but the handwriting is not very
legible. It contains fifty-two pages (numbered 2 to 53) of the size
18” X 5% written on hoth sides.

4 MM Prof. D. V. Potdar : Purushartha Shivaji Volume, p. 245,
J. 9
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3. Samartha Vagdevatd Mandir Copy: This is Exhibit No.
1807 in the manuscript collections of this Institution. It contains
eighty-four pages (42 folios) of the size 8-4” > 6¢-1”. This is
written in a very good hand in the Devnagari script and has a
cover page with the following inscription written in Modi script :

Narayan Sharangpinee Yas Bakshisa Milile. Kapdeel Saheb
Yani Dile Ase. Sahi Hastikshara Titya Awbekar {Awarded to

Narayan Sharagpanee by Kampdeel saheb. Hand writing of Tatva
Ambekar.)

A number of corrections seem to have been made in the style
of proof correction. It begins thus:

Shree Manmakaganddhipataye Namah
Atha Neeti Shistra Prarambhah

This is comparatively a later copy the date of copying, being

Tuesday, the 7th November 1843, as mentioned in the following
concluding lines :

Shalivahan Shake 1765, Shobhakrinnam Samvatsare, Kartika
Shuddha 15, Induvdsare (?) Sampoornam. Hee Neeti Huzur
Lihivili ase Raja shaka 169 (?) San Arba Arbain Mayatain Va
Alaf Mahe Shaval Chandra 14 Prahara Dusard.’ Completed on
Monday (?) the 15th day of the bright half of Kartika of Shali-
vahan Era 1765, Samvatsara Shubhakrit. This political treatise
is written (copied) at the behest of the Master, Coronation Era 169
(?) 14th Moon of the month of Shaval in the year 1244 of the
Suhur Era, Second part of the day. (Tuesday 7th November 1843).

Professor Urdhvareshe mentions® that a copy of Ajnydpatra
written in a beautiful Modi hand was made available to him by
the late Mr. Trimbakrao Gogate, from the Indore State Records. He
further mentions that a letter attached to this copy contained the
following remark : “This copy was specially brought from Poona
for presentation to His Highness.” He writes that he compared
this copy with the text of the Ajnydpatra published in Vividha
Jnyana Vistdr in 1890-91 and found the two to be exactly similar.

I made inquiries regarding this copy with Sardar Kibe of

Indore who informed me that no such copy was found in the State
Records of Indore,

5. From the tables in the Comparative Calendars it is seen that the day
is Tuesday and not Monday and the Raj Shaka 170 and not 169,

6. Ajnyipatra: Edited by Prof. Vaman Gopal Urdhvareshe, Holkar Col-~
lege, Indore, (1939) Introduction, po. 1-2,
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II. PUBLICATION

The credit of bringing to light this valu‘able wox:k goes t.o Fhe
Marathi journal, Vividha Jnyana Vistara w%nch pubhshed. it in 12—
ctalments in the years 1675-76. The same ]ogrna}l republished the
work fifteen years later ( 1890-91). The publication on both th(?se
occasions was without any commentary or explanat(?ry' note:i
The work was first published in a book form by the said journ
in September 1926 with brief introductory note.s by the late RaI\;)
Bahadur K. N. Sane, Riyasatkar G. S. Sardesa% and‘ Professor D.
V. Potdar. The original manuscript from which the work was
reproduced in Vividha Jnydn Vistara is not tra'lceable. A presun.lp-
tion may be drawn from this circumstance that the reproduction
was from the original manuscript secured probablly Afrom the
Bavada records, which was subsgquently 10?‘[ or m'slaid, proper
care not having been taken for its preservation.

Professor V. G. Urdhvareshe of Indore brought out an edition
of Ajnyapatra in 1919 with a commentary and explanatory‘notesf
nd a forewerd by Sardar N. V. Kibe._ Yet another edlt}on o
:his work was published by Veend Pvaka.sh_an Of.Nagpur with an
introduction by Principal S. L. Pandharipande in 1939. In.t{u;
edition is included an article by Professor V..B_ Kolte, entitle
“ Rajneeti Amityanchi Kashi” originally contributed to the Sar-

desai Smarak Grantha.

An English translation of Ajnydpatra by Professor S: V
Puntambekar (now Dr. Raghavendra Bao Professor of Poht%c.s,
University of Nagpur) was published .m the Journal of Ind.lan
History, Volume VIII, Parts I and II in 1929 1'mder the capt.lon
“« A Royal Edict on the Principles of State Policy and Organisa-
zon ” with an introduction, full notes and references.

Ajnydpatra is incorporated in the Bavada Daftar, .Part I The
Editor, Mr. G. K. Sabnis, admits that no copy of jchls work was
found in the Bavada archives. He does. not me_ntlon the source
from which Ajnydpatra was reproduced in the Bavada ‘Daftar.

III. CONTENTS

Ajny@patra consists of nine chapter§, .ﬁrst two of which,‘are of
introductory nature, while the remaining seven deal specl.ﬁcally
o o tt relating to the administration and organisation of
with rria ‘er down the rules and standards to be followed. A
it?:fe’ a;g lcfiﬁcal summary and analysis of the contents of this
ri
work is given below.
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Chapter I: At the time of the accession of Sambhaji (II of
Kolhapur) to the throne, the morale of the servants of the State
was completely broken down on account of the calamity that had
befallen the Maratha kingdom. The invasion of Aurangzeb,
though ending in a failure, had left the Maratha kingdom in 2
state of desolation and disruption. He dealt with the disorganised
state of affairs and succeeded in restoring the morale of the ser-

‘vants of the State and inspiring a sense of confidence and security
in the hearts of his subjects.?

The exploits and achievements of Shivaji are recalled men-
tioning how he built up a vast empire extending from Salheri —
Ahiwant (Northern Xonkan) to Chanji (Jinji near Madras) and
the banks of the Kaveri River, how he dealt with the various
enemies of the Maratha State, external as well as internal. The
admirable strategy of Shivaji in dealing with his enemies is graphi-
cally described in the following words: “Though they (enemies)
were all brave, ready to fight and fully equipped, he by force of
his own intellect and ability and without being afraid of any one,
subdued some by marching against them and fightin: fierce battles

with them. Upon some he made sudden attacks.

Amongst some
fomented mutual quarrels,

Between some he caused breaches of
friendship. By entering the tents of some he fought with them.
By .personal venture he defeated some in single combats. With
some he made alliances. Of his own accord he went to visit some.
Some he forced to come and visit him. He imperilled (the lives
of) some by creating mutual disunion. Others he conquered one
after another by making other kinds of efforts without their
knowledge and by erecting forcibly fortified places in their coun-
try. He defeated those who were possessed of sea-forts by ercct-
ing new sea-forts. He entered inaccessible places from the sea.

In this manner he subdued every enemy in the way in which he
should be congquered...”8

Having ascended the throne Shivaji established Dharma, law
and order throughout the kingdom.

Chapter II: This deals mainly witk the work and policy of
Rajaram. After the death of Shivaji, the Maratha Empire, owing
to continuous warfare, had fallen in a bad state and practically
all the country and forts were captured by the enemy. The task

7. All this was in fact achieved by Rajaram.

8. This and subsequent English translations are from Prof. Puntam-

bekar’s English edition of the Ajnydpatra (Journal of Indian History, Vol. VIII,
Parts 1 and II).
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i o its former glory and order
of restorns ~1t1he lszaé?aR:;x'gjxgmw;o discharged. it sple%rxc.lidlyr"i;zz1
fell on thi f‘ ;:mi;mistration strong and efficient, orgamsuix,tg d‘.r;-
malflng. t . d reinforcing properly the royal troops, cavairy, 1
cauiepl8 = illery, building and repairing forts and‘def.eatmg
fantry ar?d o he )é’tate’ After recapturing the lost territories, .he
thedenefmlflsxe(;f (t:oflquests. and re-cstablished the Maratha empire
made fur

5 to Rameshwar.

stretching fro™ ?Iar'?}iidc:)apter describes the geaeral principles

Chaptef. -IH -r anisation and administration. _At t}_1e v ery' 0: t(i
of State POI.IW’ ° g.n of the Maratha State and Kingship is poin Te_I
set, the divine orl(,;;;- « The whole world is created by God. ! e
out in these WO s ’in this world. Amongst the FCODFC ;"eml’l H;'
first crea.ted Kln]§ut temperaments differ. Therefore, if they ?1‘17d
dividual ” one. h uld make for them common law. Th<_33‘r WO ”
no protection, who wo and be destroyed. This shou

; another )
quar}x;el and ﬁg}:;l V:;;‘: ;(r:)aple should follow the path of Dharma.
not happen-

in his full favour has
Out of compa§5i01} f‘(;l('mtll}f I’)I?lr(::li\’/[a(j;ia kingship is‘thus co}l:-
granted us thlsdkl?fe gif.t for the benefit and well being of t e
ceved to B & (;V}ll - a beautiful blending of the 'conclepts un::u-;r-
subjec’® W? f'in O?}l ir‘x’ and ¢ Social Contract’ tl:eorlfa§ of S-yah :.
lying the ‘Divine L7 f D e eship has 10 o for d1v1r(11e E‘léog
Thie Marathtiec‘c):xc:;ifary it regards kingship as a command O

king ; on s

fod rfakes it the pr

; t all times
. king to be ready a

imary duty of rding to

le. As Dharma, acco g
welfare of the P‘?OP . happiness
to 1001,{ afte_rdthfogy is the main instrument of hum‘m;nedp:n o
the Hindu 1dea ’al _nd spiritual, the ﬁrsf_ duty enjoln: e one

and welfare, tempor P e Dbarma indicated here is the ©
low Dharmal'le best and which nis (king’s) ancestors

.« sonally 1
which is tradlt}??ﬁdy o oted that the word Dharma’li lizii
followed.’ llt ;ecx)'e in his work, does not connote mere re g
here and elseW

The king should discounte-
iy 3 d in a broad sense. ) ‘
dogma but it 15 $1e;esay and protect the poor and the infirm .
nance and pui! 14 be very careful about his personal protect1.<;1}1l

The king shout the household staff should be chosen Wi
and for this purpose %= diality and consideration.

ith due cor

proper care and treated vﬁthhis daily routine and stric'tly adhere
The king shouli sf;is niar him should eschew int(‘)'xmhan:ls(.l rlii

to it. He ant.i thini “ledge and’ ¢kill in all arms a:jq s ]: Ad not
should acquiré reises. kill in all arts and craﬂts sdo ey
neglect man’y e:.ced Fntertainments should b_e owea TareLs
necessarily acquire c;nly and the king should avoid participating in

on festive occasions
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them personally. Deserving Court poels and bards should he
maintained at the Court but kept aloof from State deliberations.
Jesters should not be encouraged. The king should think and
take decisions independently, but should consult werthy  persons
avoiding self-complacency. Great importance is attached Lo {he
finance of the State. * Finance is the life of State” and the king
should see that his treasury is always full. Servants should be

paid well and special merit in them should be appreciated by
giving rewards.

One of the reasons why the later Maratha rulers (Peshwas)
did not succeed in stabilising the Maratha Empire which they
largely expanded and glorified by their spectacular campaigns and
conquests, was their sad negleet of the salutary principles of State
finance as laid down by Shivaji.

The king should take special care in the organisation and
maintenance of Royal troops. He should keep a five-fold force of
cavalry, foot soldiers, musketeers, archers and artillery men.
Great care should be taken in recruiting the personnel of :he
Royal force. Strict discipline should be enforced and breach of
discipline and disloyalty should be severely punished.

Education of young princess should be carefully attended to
by employing as their tutors experts in various arts and sciences.
A few good persons should always he kept near the princes to
correct and guide them.

Chapter IV : This deals with Ministers of State,

The king being the representative of God to look after and
ensure the well being of his subjects, his duties and functions are
many and multifarious. He has, therefore, to appoint Ministers
of State to conduct the affairs of State for him. The importance of
Ministers is described and stressed in the following words » Minis-
ters are the pillars of the house whose name is kingdom, They are
the chief means for the proper protection of the kingdom and also
for creating a new one. A minister is one who spreads the king’s
power. A minister is the head charged with the duty of the pro-
tection of the people. A minister is a restraint on the sea of the
king’s intoxication. A minisier is like the goad of elephant. Nay
a minister is the repose of the king in this world, because of his,
administration of State affairs, and a light for the next world on
account of his protection of religion. Kings have no other rela-
tions or things higher than ministers ; of all the servants ministers
should have the highest respect....the whole burden of the State
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should be placed on them.” This describes vividly the role and

position of ministers in the Maratha polity.

Only persons of good character and well ver5f3d in the affairs
of State should be appointed as ministers. The king should treat
his ministers with due respect. “All the .bt%rden‘ of the State, the
quthority of territories and ports and administration should be en-
trusted to a minister, and the generals of the army sho_uh.i be made
to depend on him.” In these lines we find an .e.nunc1at10n of ’Fh.e
modern theory of the subordination of the militarv to the civil

suthority. . .
A caution is uttered against concentrating power in the hands
{ one person only and it is advised that every one should be given
0 ) . .
different duties accordirg to his ability.

Chapter V : The topic dealt with herein is the commercial
policy of the State.

The importance of commercial prosperity of the State is stress- -
4 in the following terms : “Merchants are the ornaments of the
ed dom and the glory of the king. They are the cause of the
kingdo ity of the kingdom. All kinds of goods which are not
pr O?{)%;ycome into the kingdom. The kingdom bhecomes rich. In
a.val ; ¢ difficulties, whatever debt is necessary is available. With
'flmes? danger is, averted.” All possible facilitiez and induce-
its e phould be offered to the merchants to make them establish
inents snd factories at various centres. They should be duly re-
ShZS:e ; and protected. Even foreign merchants should -be given
sp

facilities for trade.

While dealing with foreign traders, the author has uttered the

ing prophetic warning against the European J.rnerchants:
iollown st the merchants, the Portuguese and the English and the
Am}(i gnd the French and the Danes and other hat-wearing mer-
Due also do carry on trade and commerce. But they are not
({hantihar merchants. Their masters, every one of them, are ruling
h%{e . 183 their orders and under their control, these people come
kmgs.d 3i,n these provinces. How can it happen that the rulers
e reed for territories ? These hat-wearers have full ambi-

h.ave ne gt r into these provinces to increase their territories and
ton tobtilzfllf their own opinion (religion). Accordingly at various
o e ha:re already succeeded in their ambitious undertakings.
paces theyhis race of people is obstinate. Where a place has fallen

to tra

t .
M:)ri‘}’l‘;‘;: hands, they will not give it up even at the cost of their
into ’

Their intercourse should therefore be restricted to the ex-

lives. only their coming and going (for trade). They should

tent of
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strictly never be given places to settle” Realising the naval
strength of the Westerners, the author advises that they should
be allowed to carry on their trading activities at places away
from the sea-coast and mouths of crecks. How accurately were
the territorial designs of the Europeans guaged by the author ?
Had the wise counsels uitered here heen heeded and followed by
the subsequent rulers, the history of Maharashtra, or for the matter
of that, of India would have taken quite a different course.

Chapter VI: This deals with the policy towards Watandars
who according to the author are ‘small but independent chiefs of
territories and really sharers in the kingdom’ The disruptive and
disintegrating force exerted by the Watandari system on the sove-
reignty of the State is forcefully described in the following lines:
“ All the time they (watandars) want to acquire new possessions,
bit by bit, and to become strong ; and after becoming strong, their
ambition is to seize forcibly from some and to create enmities and
depredations against others. Knowing that royal punishment wvsill
fall on them, they first take refuge with others, fortify their places
with their help rob the travellers, loot the territories and fight
desperately. ... When a foreign invasion comes, they make peace
with the invaders, with a desire for gaining or protecting a Watan,
meet personaily the eneiny, allow the enemy to enter the kingdom
by divulging secrets of both sides and then, becoming harmful to
the kingdom, get to be difficult to control. For this reason the con-
trol of these people has to be cleverly devised.”

Confiscation of Watans is not advised; but the power of
watandars over people should be done away with snd they should
be made amenable to the royal authority.

We know only too well that because the later Maratha rulers
ignored this wise policy laid down by Shivaji, the inevitable un-
controlled growth of the parasites on the body of the Maratha State
in the form of Watandars and Jagirdars gradually weakened the
central authorily and led finally to the disruption and decay of the
Maratha Empire.

Chapter VII: This deals with the policy regarding hereditary
Vrittis (i.e. hereditary rights, offices, professional dues elc.) and
Inams (i.e. hereditary estates).

Existing Vrittis should not be confiscated ; bui no new Vrittjs
_should be given, as public revenue would thereby diminish. De-
creas in public revenue leads to the decay of the kingdom. Simi-
larly, it is a great injustice to give lands as Inams to servants or
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Vritti-holders for the purpose of achieving a task, as this leads to
diminution of the territory of the State. The duty and responsi-
bility of the king to maintain the territorial integrity of the State
is described in the following lines: “A king, if he is an enemy
of his kingdom, should be generous in granting lands. A king is
called the protector of land for the sake of preserving the land,
but if the land be given away, over what would he rule ? Whose
protector will he be ?........ if grants of land were to be made
to servants at the time when they do a work, then according to
this, it would happen that the whole kingdom would be granted
away.. ... Therefore, a king who wishes to rule a kingdom, to in-
crease it and to acquire fame as one who is skilled in politics, should
not at all get infatuated and grant land to the extent of even a
barley corn.” The territorial aspect of sovereigniy is beautifully
summed up here.

Gifts of land for the purpose of maintenance of Dharma should
be made in proper cases.

Chapter VIII: The subject dealt with herein is Forts — their
importance, organisation, administration and construction. The
author does not give merely a theoretical exposition of this sub-
ject; he pours out into it his personal experience of a very long
time. None could speak or write with greater authority on this
subject than Ramchandra Pant Amiatya who had studied and
participated in the administration of forts under Shivaji, and who
had played a leading role in the Maratha War of Independence,
in which the Marathas could ultimately hold their own against
their mighty Mogul foe, mainly on account of their adoption of
the peculiar military strategy in which forts played a very im-
portant part.

The author regards forts as the very essence of the whole
kingdom. Without forts, new conquests could not be made or the
kingdom could not be defended against invasions. Old forts must,
therefore, be preserved and new ones built. The various officers
of the fort, viz. Havildar, Sarnobat, Sabnis and Karkannis, as also
other persons for service in the fort, should be appointed after
careful selection. Officers should be transferred from one fort to
another pericdically. They should be treated with due respect
and consideration but severely punished for the slightest delinquen-
cies. Watandars occupying lands near a fort or inhabitants of the
neighbourhood, should not be employed for service in that fort.
An officer found to be disloyal should be publicly beheaded,

J. 10
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A detailed description about the construction of forts — choice
of cite, general layout, huilding of fortifications, gates gécret ass-
ages, water reservoirs, granneries, store-houses, ;’)()wd‘cl.‘ m'mafi‘r;éq
ete. — as also ol the organisation of the delence of forts wi(l; avi-
ous types of armaments is given. Duties of the ()I'ﬁcvl:s', of il \v?”-_t
in times of peace and war, and policy in dealing vlvi‘llh ofli ‘]t“mf
forts in various circumstances arc laid down. R e

. Ruthless he i
of traitors and deserters is exhorted. s handling

It is recommended that a department to look alter the work of
repair to forts ete. should be maintained at the fort. On 1 Ot
of the possibility of the isolation of forts for indef‘mit.e timeagcm'm
sicges, the township of each fort should be a self-sufficient un'turmg
sisting of learned Brahmins, physicians, surgeons, different k'l o of
e e S, vent: kinds of

Chapter 1X :  Navy forms the subject matter of fhis chapter

Importance of Navy is stressed by describing it as an ind
pendent limb of the State on which the mastery of‘ {he 90.'1 dependi-

The Royal Navy should be composed of different t £
medium sized ships grouped in separate units and equi yges .0
efficient fighters and weapons. For the expenses of the Tae “;l};Ch
revenue of a separate territory should be appointed H;'SI’)’ .
should be well protected. Trade should he encouraged- as it OU‘I‘S
the growth of the income of Customs. The naval force qP;S ;acaUSES
the enemy by always moving in the sea. should check

Merchant ships should be given protection. Foreign shi
plying without permits should be seized, but dealt with ii on
ciliatory manner. An effort should be made to see that fzrc‘on-
merchants feel assured and attracted and enter into com Fflgn
intercourse with the kingdom. Merchant ships coming fr mej}flal
tile territories should be seized and dealt with '1'c d e i
orders of the king. according to the

Tactics to be followed in naval battles

. o ’ s are described.
cardinal principle laid down is that safety of sh;p:cr;?lzd "11’he
should never be risked. » sariors

Sheltering of ships should be done in i

. . proper time

in fortified ports. The fleet should be distributed in var?os: il:;h‘l
Night patrols by creek and land should be carried about the ﬂee:

; It is significant to note that the author has fully appreciated
and stressed the role of the navy in th i i
the kingdom. - © commercial prosperity of
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1V. AUTHORSHIP

he excellence and merit of this work is universally
recognised, we have to tread on controversial grounds when we
come 1o the question of its authorship. One school of_historians
believes Ramchandra Pant Amatya to be the author of Ajnyapatra
while the other maintains that this Rajneeti was drafted by some
one else and that Ramchandra Pant was asked to act in accord-
ance therewith. The controversy about the authorship of this book
has arisen, because there is 1o mention of the name of the author
in the body of the work itself, nor has any other direct and un-
equivocal evidence about the authorship of the book., exter.nal or
internal, so far come to light. It is prf)posed. to go into this pro-
plem in some detail, examining the various views about' and argu-
ments for and against the commonly accepted authorship of Ram-

chandra Pant.

Rao Bahadur G. S. Sardesai, the great exponent of Mgratha
ccepts Ramchandra Pant Amatya as the author of Ajnya-
ferring to Pant Amatya, he says, “but his enduring and

ermanent memory is Ramchandra Pant, Amatya’s work on Rdj-
neeti?® In 2 personal letter to me dated 23rd March, 1948, Rao
Bahadur Sardesal has confirmed this opinion in the following
« This Ajnydpatra dated 1715 is written by Amatya in the

words : .
name of Sambhajee, the son of Rajaram.”

M. M. Prof

Although t

History , @
patra. Re

essor D. V. Potdar has from the very first accepted
Ramachandra Pant as the writer of, Ajnydpatra ; in a personal letter
to me he writes, “1 still maintain that Rajaneeti is by Pant
Amétya-” The late Rao Bahadur K. N_. Sane, in his introduction to
the Vividha Jnyan Vistar edition of Ag‘ny&pqtm has expressed his
opinion in favour of Pant Amatya’s authorship.

adunath Sarker, in the 3rd edition of his works, Shivaiji and
His Times, refers to this work as “not a genuine docur.nent by a

ontemporary of Shivaji, throws no real light.”10 The said remark,
;owever, does not find place in the 4th edition of the said work

published about two years back.

k, Professor S. N. Banhattee of Nagpur, read a
er on this subject before the Central Provinces Research Asso-

Ic)iaa?cion at Nagpuf- As this paper has not been published, I wrote

to Professor Banhattee asking for a copy thereof. He wrote to

Sir J

Some years bac

esai——Sthimbuddhi Rajaram, p. 158.

d
9. Sar d His Times, 3rd Edition, p. 414.

10. Sarkar— Shivaji an



76 JOURNAL OF INDIAN HISTORY

me in reply, that the paper was lost but that his firm conviciion
was that Ramchandra Pant was not the author of Ajnyapatra.

Professor V. B. Kolte gave a real impetus to the controversy
about the authorship of Ajnyapatre.  In his article captioned
“ Rajneeti Amdatyanchi Kashi "1t contributed to the Sardesai
Smarak Grantha, he has attempted by adducing various arguments
to show that the Réjneeti was not the work of Ramachandra Pant

Amitya.

Personally, I believe that so long as there is no direct evidence
available on the point of the authorship of Ajnyapatra, there should
be no difficulty in assuming on the strength of the internal and
implied evidence that Ramchandra Pant was the author of this
treatise. Before expressing my own views and arguments in sup-
port of this thesis, I would like to examine ang meet the arguments

put forth by Professor Kolte against the authorship of Ramchandra
Pant,

(i) Professor Kolte, in the first instance, points out, that in the
whole body of the work, Amatya’s name is nowhere mentioned as

the author; on the other hand, the work burports to be a Royal
edict addressed to Ramachandra Pant,

It is well known that the absence of
name in old book is not unusual, On th
a number of old Indian books which
not of the actual authors, but of the
Coming to the literature of the Marath

the mention of the author’s
€ contrary, we come across
bear the names ag writers,
scribes who copied them.
a period, we find some of

stitutionally advanced country like
Ajnydpatra is addressed to Ramchan

ed as a circumstance. incompatible w
tents.

dra Pant need not pe regard-
ith his authorship of the con-

11. Professor V. B. Kolte: Sardesai Smaraka Grantha, pp. 65-70,
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ontention raised by Professc?r Kolte is that
the Bavda Records supporfing the’ assump-
{ Ajnydpatra in Ramchandra Pantg favo;;lrt.
Rac Bahadur Sardesai’s observatu‘)n, 1 at
in the Bavada Records showmg.tha*

< i was compiled by Ramchandra Pant am.i tItrx;:t gzic:;:;
the R,ameetl W‘ ent nor a copy thereof was found in the ad
the original dOU-JmV of the fact that the Bavada Archives do Pc:n t~
Aschives. 1 Vle!;er of letters from the pen of 'Ramchar}fira_ a;x :
tain & laig® "0 {hat an important document like the Agjnyapa TiL
it s really st REe 13 therein, In this connection, the n.lffarence
should not find a b BSCE ‘walkar’® to the effect that the original of
drawn by Professt;:; Bﬁ?ada Records might have been handed over

Ajnydpatre from t Vividhe Jnyana Vistar in 1875 or earlier for
e

th L , <
by Som?boazs:mtiothat it might have been lost in the press, appears
publication

sene e original or a copy of the Ajng{d—
to be plausible. Z:he ;: ﬁ::grgi,tiowefer, does not in any way d;s—
patra from the Ba‘;?l of Ramchandra Pant. Even -'assummgé’é;lr
prove the authors ntp that the Ainyapatra was ?ot written by‘ -
the sake of argx}meh ;1& have been in the family papers, bemg» an
chandra Pant, it s 2 addressed to the founder of _the Amitya
important documenword Rajneeti {requently appears in the letters
family. In fact th:he son and successor of Ramchandra Pant. He
of Bhagawantrao,h uite often expressed regrets that tl}c; M;;:_z—
(Bhagawantrao) astoqthe tenets embodied in the Rijneeti® dxs
thas did ;;ot aCtt;ai the Ajmwydpaire formed part of the Bavada
clearly shows :

; wantrao's time.

Records during Ba:_;g Pant’s authorship of Réjneet: is discrefiited
(iii) Rémchafn -r?f»praise. We find glowing tributes paid to
on the ground Ot ?fz the body of this work. Had Ramchandra
Ramchandra Panthor of this work, he would not, 'Professo'r Ko}te
Pant been thf: 3?1 lged in self-praise. But when it is borne in mind
argues, hav,e m tga though compiled by Ramchandra Pant, was
that the AJnYepamT, he King, it would not at all appear strange that
the name of etion o; the glorious record of the services of
e?d find of a place in the Yvork. All th.e; ffiﬂ:'le;as
« ta Rajyakirya Dhurcmdhar. sthwasan.zdhz avish-
such as S‘“”fas are in their proper setting as coming from the
ed upon Amatydaa when the king of England issues an order tt;
King. E‘t’:: :ﬁe ferm Rt. Honourable is prefixed to the name o

his mimster,

(iiy The second.c
there is no evidence. in
tion of the authorship o

ites in his support,
He cites in his s : ,
there is not the least evidence

issued in
the court titles and m
Ramchandra Pant shou

7 S. Shejwalkar: Is Ajnyapetre of Remchandre Pant
” meerss't::";AlVolume of Studies in Indology, p. 447,
Ama;: i 'gp%noxvi 124, 127, 129, 131, 135, 137,
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the nunister. We know these royal orders are not written by the
king but are actually drafted by the minister himself.

Apart from the above justificatioin, self-praise in one’s own
work is commonly met with in the works of ancient as well as
modern Indian authors.

The present argument of Professor Kolte has thus no real
force in determining the authorship of this work.

(iv) The next point taken up by Professor Kolte is that while
the Ajny@patra lays down an admonition against making presents of
lands in very strict terms, Ramchandra Pant has shown himself
to be rather notorious for greed for securing presenis of lands from
his masters.’* Taking the passages containing this admonition as
his basis, Professor Kolte poses the question ‘how can Ram-
chandra Pant known to be avaricious of presents of lands be the
same person who admonishes against parting with land, howsoever
infinitessinal ?’

Professor Shejwalkayr, while replying to the above argument
observes:1® “ Deviation {rom the principle enunciated by one's self
can prove that the person was morally weak ; bhut it does not
disprove the authorship of the person enunciating the said princi-
ple.”

More often than not, preachers and propounders of high
moral or philosophical ideas are found to be lacking in the courage
or willingness to follow them rigidly in their private lives. They
may conceive, believe in and present to the world a certain idea-
logy or philosophy; but in real life their actions and behaviour
are influenced and formulated by the current’code of morality and
behaviour which falls too short of the ideal. Is it not known that
Lord Bacon, the noted English moral philosopher, was in his pri-
vate life sunk deep in moral turpitude ?

The Rdjneeti, as already observed, gives an exposition of the
administrative principles and policy of Shivaji. Prohibition against
making gifts of land, being one of the cardinal principles on which
Shivaji had founded his polity is naturally enough stressed vehe-
mently in the present work. Even, most salutary principles have
to be given up or modified to meet the exigencies of changing
times and circumstances. After the death of Shivaji, when the
Maratha kingdom was embroiled in the throes of a bloody war,

14. Bavada Daftar, Vol. I, Letters 52-64.
15. Shejwalkar, opp. cit., p. 449,
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Rajaram, the Maratha king, perceiving that the very life and.exist-
. of the Maratha State was at stake, had to rr}ake certain dg-
enee s from the ethical and political codes laid down by his
I.)artme;I as compelled by the force of circumstances to ignore the
%at‘her.. eVZ)f his father against granting Inams to keep satisfied
m]umtlo»n 1 Maratha fighters who stood by him through thick and
th? vet(e)la Inams came to be regarded as legitimate returns and
thin. d nf er q(ecial services rendered to the state, Ramchandra
reware® 13 n:t possibly resist the temptation to assert his own
Pm.lt Cm}l]‘ h. naturally enough, he must have considered to be
claim Whlc lhat of most others in view of the signal services render-
greater't a{l the defence and preservation of the Maratha kingdom
ed k.>y h1}r1n . odds. Ramchandra Pant’s greed for presents may
agamst‘ e?? to yet another cause. During Rajara_m’s regime,
be_ attrlbg ecPan‘c had passed on the wrong side of forty. At such
RmPChan Ir? and particularly in those days of stress and turmoil,
period Oflc; ) t be judged too harshly for showing solicitude to
one sho i 'nos for old age and for the younger generation. Did
malke prOVI(S;lon e who nearly for a quarter of a century declined
n}ft Lf}foydof ;Z:fage accept it almost on his death-bed, so that his
the oiler

son might inherit it 7
dealt above with the principal arguments advanced by
1 haVeK lte against Ramchandra Pant Amatya’s authorship
Professo r >0 ¢ra, and tried to show that they are quite refutable. I
of the Agnyapaee(i to state my own case in support of the claim that
shall now proliant was the author of Ajnyipatra. As the question
Ramchandra hip of the work has to be settled with the help of the
of the authc()lrS iriumstantial evidence only, in the absence of any
interrt!alv?gencce it would be profitable to cast a glance at the life
direct € ,

sketch of Riamchandra Pant.
andra Pant Amatya was born in or about t_he year
D. In consideration for the services rendered b¥ his father
16.50.A. ondeo to Shivaji in the naval campaign of Barsilore (Has-
Nllojef; S}:;); chandra Pant was given in 1668 an appointment as
noor) m Officer (Sabnis) of the sea-fort of Sindhu Durgal?
At Tre?Slferher’S death in 1672, he was appointed Amitya jointly
After l_lls ather 18 In 1677, the office of the Amatya was given to
glthhhlsa:o}fopant. Hanmante.l? Rémchandra Pant still had a place
aghun

Ramch

16. Bavada Daftar I, 95.
17. Bavada Daftar I, 6. .
18. Sen: Shiv Chhatrapati, P. 108.

patwardhan and Rawlinson : Source Book of Maratha History I, 40.
19. Pa
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among the stalesmen at Raigarh.?® Following Anajee Datto’s exe-
cution, Sambhajee appointed him as Sachiva?! which office he held
till 1693 when Rajaram made him Amdtya.22 At the time of leaving
Raigarh for Jinji, Rajaram entrusted the destinies of Maharashtra
to Rimchandra Pant. This finds corroboration in the Amydpatre
itself. After Rajaram’s death he rendered assistance to Tarabasi in
numerous ways. Sahu, after his relcase from the Mogul captivity,
made overtures to win him over to his side.* But Ramchandra
Pant chose to remain with Shivaji II. He went over to the side of
Sambhajee II when the latter seized the throne of Kolhapur. He
seems to have retired some time between 19th November 1715 (the
date of the issue of the Ajnyapatra) and 9th March 1716. The
Ajnydpatra bears his name with the designation of Amatya which
conclusively, proves his being in the said office till 19th November
1715 ; whereas a letter dated 9th March 1716 mentions the name
of his son Bhagwantrao as Amatya.2*

It was believed up till recently that Ramchandra Pant was
alive for a period of more than a decade after his retirement from
State service. But two letters brought to light recently by
Dr. A. G. Pawar show that he died sometime towards the end of
1715 or in the beginning of 1716.2%2 Further, a letier from the
Peshwa Daftar contains a reference indicating that he must have
died some time after Dassera (i.e. the 10th day of the bright half
of the month of Ashwin) 2

Until some years back it was supposed that Rimchandra Pant
breathed his last near Alibag (District Kolaba), but the discovery
of his Samadhi at Panhalgad Fort in the year 1941 proves that he
died at that place

A perusal of the Ajnydpatra reveals that the person noting
down the minutest details of all aspects of the Maratha polity
of the time must have been a statesman of high order and
well-experienced in the work of organisation. Furthermore, the

20. Sabhasad ; Bakhar (19th ed.), p. 105.
2l. R. B. Rad.: Sanada Patratii Mahiti, p. 186,
22. Shiv Charitra Suhitya Pradip, Jedhe Shakavali, p. 37.

23. A letter from Bavada Archives quoted by Sardesai in Sthirbuddhi
Rajaram, p. 155. .

24. Sardesai Gharanyacha Ttihas I, p. 85.

24a. Dr. A. G. Pawar, Proceedings of the Indian History Congress Fourth
Session, Lahore 1940, p. 336.

24b. Peshwa Daftar, XXVI, 138.

25. B. I 8. N. Quarterly, XXII, p. 7.
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author must have been a personal witness to the regime of each of
the Maratha kings from.Shivaji to Sambhajee II. Every page of the
Ajnydpatra beautifully and truthfully depicts the political ethics
and policy of Shivaji, making it abundantly clear that it could not
have been written by a person who had not taken training in the
administration of State under Shivaji himself. Dr. Surendra Nath
Sen observes, “ The author, whoever he might have been, had
close personal knowledge of Shivaji’s governance. In the second
decade of the 18th century, the anti-feudal policy of Shivaji had .
already been abandoned in practice, but the author still recom-
mends it in a manner that leaves no doubt that he had served
under the great Shivaji and was merely echoing him.”?¢ The policy
recommended towards European traders, the stress laid on the
importance of forts and navy, the injunction against granting Inams
—all these are typical of the State policy laid down by Shivaji.

Of all the Maratha statesmen who had served under Shivaji and
continued to participate in the administration of the Maratha State
till the regime of Sambhajee II, the one name that suggests itself
as the likely author, of the ‘Ajnydpatra is that of Ramchandra Pant
Amatya. Professor Kolte suggests the name of Nilkantha Moresh-
war Pingale, as the possible author of the Ajnydpatre. Nilkantha
Moreshwar got the premiership of the Maratha State after the death
of his father in 1681.2" It is not, however, in evidence that he
actively shared the responsibility of administration at any time
during Shivaji’s regime. On the other hand, Ramachandra Pant’s
close association with the administration since 1672 is well known.
Moreover, Nilo Moreshwar died in January 1708 while the Ajnyd-
patra was written in November 171527

It should be noted here that the excellent administrative system
evolved by Shivaji did not survive him. A contemporary of Shivaji
alone could, therefore, produce a work reflecting the deep and
subtle administrative insight of the great king. Nilkantha Moresh-
war, not being a contemporary of Shivaji in the sense Ramchandra
Pant was, his claim to the authorship of the Ajnyidpatra cannot
stand against that of Ramchandra Pant.

It would be of interest to compare the Ajnydpatra in point of
language and contents with two letters of Shivaji, dated 16-5-1673

26. Sen: Administrative System of the Marathas, 2nd Ed., p. 6
27. B. L. S. M. Itivritta Shake 1834, p. 215,

27a. Ibid. °

J 1
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and 18-1-1673 respectively.® i i noteworthy
both these letters were found in the
of Pant Amatya.

and significant that
collection of writings and letters
The astonishingly close resemblance hetween the
language and style of these letters and of the Ajnyipatre
the latter work comes from the pen of one
his master and model ; and the one person an
tion is Ramchandra Pant Amatya,

shows that
who took Shivaji as
swering to this deserip-

The deep and subtle knowledge and insight and the
experience displayed while dealing with forts
point to Ramachandra Pant as the
mate knowledge
tio

practical
and naval policy also
author of this book. His inti-
about forts — their organisation and administra-
n—and the realisation of their mmportant role in the edifice of
the Maratha empire, were the natural result of his close associa-
tion with Shivaji’'s administration and of his being practically the
sole director of military operations during the War of Maratha
Independence after the flight of Rajaram to Jinji. The following
remarks of Professor B. K. Sarkar nicely elucidate this point :
“Ramchandra Pant’s observations on forts do not betray the
influence of academicians. Indeed, he talks like a contractor, engi-
neer and manager. In regard to the treatment of kings and
ministers he is quite prepared to indulge in academic generalities
and ethical first postulates of political principles,
to forts he makes short of them. Indeed he virtuall
theoretical considerations. He is chiefl
construction and administration,”29

But in regard
y avoids those
y interested in their actual

Further as Treasury Officer
Sindhu Durga, Ramchandra P
and mastering the naval organi

of an important sea-fort like
ant had an opportunity of studying

sation and policy of Shivaji. In fact,
none of the Maratha statesmen of Shivaji’s time surviving at the

time when the Ajnydpatra was issued with the only exception, of
Ramchandra Pant had any naval experience.,

Professor Kolte’s suggestion of the name of Nilakantha
Moreshwar as the author of the Ajnyapatra in preference to Ram-
chandra Pant Amatya cannot, therefore, hold ground. On the other
hand, all the internal evidence found in the body of the work itself
and the other evidence deducible from relevant circumstances point

unmistakably to Ramchandra Pant Amatya as the author of the
Ainyapatra.

28. Rajwade: M. I. S, Vol. VIII, Letters 28 and 31.
29. B. K. Sarkar: Indian Historical Quarterly, Vol. XII, p. 99’
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V. Some Historicar REFERENCES EXAMINED

The contents of the concluding portiog of .C}%apter 11 ;)tdt};e
Ainydpatra present a historical riddle which 1t‘1s attemp ei‘ o
e d explain here. The lines in question are: His
ana} v ?in 1 deterlmined, that not allowing respite {o the enemy,
Ma]eSty,ld m:) 3:and defeat him with his army and therefore ~rrfade
he Sh tf ether the Rajputs of all provinces. On an auspicious
ol gatherag'esty crossed the Narmada. While, by favour of God,
dgy, .HIS h ]rt time he will defeat the chief enemy, subdue all the
Wlt}?m e C;Id forts about Delhi, Agra, Lahore, Dacca, Thatta and
terr{tf)rles ad other places, and go to Benares and establish the
maritin ar;f Vishveshvara, till then the revered Queen Mothe.r,
Idol of Ka; lnd holy amongst all the holies, will have to stay in
the reve}ie ) rovinces for the protection of the south. With her
;he f‘{:::n i‘:pf the young prince of long life, dearer than life and
as

nt to the kingdom. You have been kept to serve both of
orname

them.” . i
the questions that arise are: who was the king, making
Now ns for the invasion of the North and who crossed the
o

preparats o Who was the queen-mother and the young prince left

Narmada
behind in the gouth ?

F the historical evidence available pert'ainmg to the
gy of those times, we know for certain that none of
Marat'}.la hlSt(;:ga'i Rajaram, Shivaji II and Sambhajee II ever
Shivals SamNarr]n’ada for conquest of the North. The reference
crossed the eemingly unhistorical, and coming from the pen of
> thel;ifec;r:il:n Ramchandra Pant, is rather puzzling. How should
none 0

this be interpreted ?

hat neither Shivaji II nor Sam-

ofessor f ?}:: la\ch:riizsdaf He also feels that the reference

'crossgistorical but says, “let us accept this statement as

thereto 12 ;1 l‘:he fact th,at Shivaji II had crossed the Narmada with

eviden0§ N »30 An important statement like this cannot, however,

his soldltzzz- as a historical truth unless it is corroborated by some
be accep

contemporary documents.

Pr
bhaji 1I

M. V. Kibe in his foreword to the Indore edition of the
ar t};ink.s that as it is not possible to get this statement
d by any other historical document, it must be a later

Sard
Ajnyﬁpatm
corroborate

30. Kolte: Op. Cit., p- 78.
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interpolation®  He, however, admits that this might be a sentence
showing the ideal which Ramchandra Pant Amatya wanted to
attain. But he is not prepared to helieve that a man like Pant
Amatya would like to run after the impossible in this manner.

He, therefore, considers the statement to he untrue and a later
interpolation.

To my mind, the reference contained in this passage though
it may be formally to Sambhaji II is in reality to Rajaram and
should be interpreted symbolically. Read in the previous context,
this assumption appears to be natural and logical ; for practically
the whole of the second chapter deals with the policy, organisation
and achievements of Rajaram. Further this interpretation is in
consonance with my theory, elsewhere suggested, that this work
was in fact compiled by Amatya during Rajaram’s time.

Rajaram and his lieutcnants had even during their occupation
in fighting with the invading foe, designs to make further con-
quests in the south as well as in the north, as can be seen from
a scheme drafted by Rajaram. In a letter dated 4th June 1691

addressed to Vajaraat-Ma'ab Hanmantrao Ghorpade, Rajaram
writes : 32

“Your desire to protect the Maharashtra Dharma is well known
to His Majesty. His Majesty is pleased with you and promises
to pay you and Rajeshri Krishnaji Ghorpade 6,00,000 hons. Of
these 5,00,000 hons for you and 1,00,000 for Rajeshri Krishnaiji
Ghorpade. Of the 5,00,000 hons promised {o you, you will get

62,500 after regaining Raigad

62,500 ,, capturing Bijapur

62,500 ,, " Bhaganagar

62,500 " Aurangabad
2,350,000 » Delhi.

The extensive and ambitious scheme of conquests adum-
brated in the above lines clearly indicates Rajaram’s design to

extend the sway of the Maratha State to the North beyond the
Narmada.

I may cite here another reference which is, however, of a some-
what doubtful historical value. 1t is contained in two letters said
to have been written by Ramchandra Pant Amatya, one to Rajaram

31. Kibe: Foreword to Ajnyapatra, edited by Prof. Urdhvareshe, p. 3.
32. Shive Charitra Sahitya, Vol. V, p. 10,
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i in the fort of Jinji and the other to Panta
Whﬂ? h e .kg ;Sizedllg;ldir;?i. These letters (translated into Englisb)
Pratmldh? :/ 1. XIII of the Mackenzie Collection, General (India
incmded'll)rfar(;.which contains papers styled as Maratha History
Office LT ’ r}i,es were published and criticised by Dr. A G. Pawa;;
and Anthl;i’has, Samshodak Mandal Quarterly a few years baclli.
in Bharat -l here the following lines from the letter purporting
I may 4o’ ed to Rajaram ““.... On receiving this news in con-
to be addrfsxslow send Suntagee Ghorpuddah, Dhanagee Jadhava,
seduche™ (Dabhade ?) Sarancbat with an army; you should
Dhanbauda with my fatber (?) and afterwards take Pralhad
eep th'e atr mebrrlty thousand horses and come off by Sytan Deendee
Pent WIﬂIlI “;te) and by the cover and support of Vatavalum wood
(the sms_ & oad of Teeranamulla; then we both should. advance
and by th?nlr the army and afterwards go against Delhi to take
and asserI; tie Padshah....” In the letter addressed to Pralhad
revenge O

Nirajee similar directions are given.

The above quoted passage clearly brings out the burning
e ,

; ¢ Ramchandra Pant to retaliate the mighty Mogul foe
paSSlon (o]

torming his very capital.

by stOr. tgherefore, sufficiently clear, that Rajaram and h.is f_Ol-
It is, Iv thought of conquering back the lost territories,
?cnfzrther conquest, both in the south and the nolghé
. had in fact inaugurated a campaign of conquests; bu
S 1y his dream of the conquest of the north was not
unfortunately his lifetime. After his death, however, the Maz:a-
realised durlr}l)g Jd attempts to conquer northern India, while
thas 1A o still in the Deccan The havoc played by 'fhe
Aurangzeb, W:;e North is very ably described in the following
Marathes ln1 ted by Sir Jadunath Sarkar from the chronicles of
P eret trans':er (Bhimsen Bundela) who was an eye witness to
a Pers_lan‘ wr: «The Marathas have made a distribution of the
e mCldf?n Sa.mmong their generals3s Writing in 1704 the famm%s
N emp'lrte jan Manuecci says® “Maratha leaders and their
traveller-his Orith much confidence, because they have cowec'l the
troops oV ders and inspired them with fear.” Xavindra
Mughe commanf Kavindra Paramanand, author of Shiva Bharat)

Devaia:ich::?yoof Tarabai gives a graphic account of the effect
a conte

lowers not
put aimed a

1), pp. 24-30.

. Qtly, Vol. XXII (1941), 2

3 B‘I'Sflil;’gh?;birs-ingh: Malwa in Transition, p. 57.

34, gr Jadunath Sanker: Life of Aurangzeb, Vol. V, p. 240,
35. S

a6, Ibid., p- 242
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of Maratha advance on Delhi. He says, “ Delhi became very weak
and lost her glory because of the anger of Tarabai.”s?

The offensive campaign against the North conceived and
initiated hy Rajaram was thus carried out successfully and
gloriously by his successors and followers after his death. Although,
as a matter of fact, neither Rajaram nor his sons personally crossed
the Narmada, the Maratha generals representing their king did
so. The reference to the crossing of the Narmada is, therefore,
historically true when symbolically interpreted.

Further it should be borne in mind that the Marathas firmly
believed that the Maratha kingdom was a God's gift and that it
was the divine ordination that the Maratha kingdom should
increase in glory and extent like the new crescent moon. This
article of faith of the Marathas of the time is incorporated in the
Seal of Shivaji which bears the tollowing inscription :

Pratipachchandrarekheva Vardhishnu Vishvavandita
Shahasunoh Sivasyeshd mudrd Bhadraya rajate.

Pant Amatya has referred to this article of faith at several places
in, the Ajnyapatra. That this article of faith gripped the hearts of
the Marathas right till the time of the battle of Panipat, when the
Maratha Empire had reached the zenith of its glory is seen from
the following words of Jayaji Shinde uttered when he had laid a
seige to Nagore in Marwad :38 “ Durga to asadhya Ani cka jagan
avaghi fauja rahaliya Prithvi Digvijaya honar nahi.” (The forl
is impregnable. And the conquest of the globe will not be possi-
ble if the whole army is detained at onc place.)

Viewed in the above light and against the above-described
historical settings the passage in question would not appear to be
a mere baseless exaggeration. On the other hand, it reflects a
happy combination of wishful thinking, noble ideals and actual
achievements of the Marathas of the time.

Rao Bahadur Sardesai has expressed his views on this point
in a personal letter to me dated 23-3-1948. He writes, ©....at the
time (1715 A.D.) Shahu and Balaji Vishwanath had not yet gained
a firm footing. Civil war was in progress and the Kolhapur party
were harbouring designs of crossing the Narmada for the conquest
of Delhi and establishment of Kashi Vishveshwar. This was only

37. K. N. Deshpande: Sardesai Smarak Grantha, p. 184,
38. K. N. Sane: Bhausdhebanchi Bakhar, p. 15, (5th ed. 1932).
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mme chalked out by them and by no 'means accoTn—

th? hpaoi;iftfsl. At this juncture Balaji Vishvanath in league Wltb

plishec Syed defeated the Kolhapur project of invasion o'f Delhi.

;I;sse:las why Sambhaji later made friendship with Nizam-ul-
is

i

mulk. ...

9. Having dealt with the first part of the riddle. stated above,

il now turn my attention to the other part, ‘VlZ., who were
L she mother and the Prince referred to, in the passage
the Queeln | ust confess here that after examining the reference
quoted.u msible angles, no satisfactory solution in conformity
fr?m y p‘Osl facts appears plausible. I, therefore, feel that the
with hlStsr(;fistion should not be construed literally but interpreted

passag® tically as referring to Tarabai and her son Shivaji II, who

euphemis e
were kepf in captivity.

- ho issued the Ajny@patre was born on 7th May

E: n;;;hr?;sltlh‘:ve come to the throne sometime between 11-7-1714
1695, 10-1714, because letter No. 91 in the Bavada Daftar dated
and 14-14 -'9 is;ued in the name of Shivaji II, while letter No. 92
(111;7211714_11(3-1714 is issued by Sambhaji II.4°. We know t%xat Sam—
ates d no issue at this time. He had his mother Rajasbai no
bhail ha t if she is to be taken as the ‘ Queen-mother’ referred
doubt buf 1ence to ‘the Prince’ is meaningless. I am therefore
o ’.zhe " erorxsider the reference as referring to Tarabai and Shi-
inc.l.med t’(;‘hce difficulty that presents itself, if this solution is ac-
vay II" that Tarabai and Shivaji, in fact, belonged to rival camps
cepted 15 uld it be that Sambhaji II refers to them in such
and ho“', lcc;nd affectionate terms. The formal character of this
T entl? the writing should be borne in mind in this connection.
i II or Ramchandra Pant who was the real writer of the
i??;d};?tlm might have perhaps been prompted by a sense of self-

righteousness in so doing.

3. In Chapter I, Nizamshahi is mentioned along with Kutub-
h" nd Adilshahi in the list of the Southern States f?ught
Sha' X ab Shivaji. This is clearly an anachronism, since Nizam-
agan?st yﬁnally overthrown in the year 1636, long before Shivaji
'Sh::;u‘:::ed his efforts for the liberation of Maharashtra.
in

While d ibin; mpaign of Sambhaji against the
le describing the campaign of Samb . ;
S'dd‘il'of Jaxlljira it is mentioned in Chapter II that he (king) pill-
1 ]

Gadadhar Pralhad Shakavali Shiv Charitra Sahitye Pradip, p. 66.
.3;% Bavada Daftar, Vol. I, letters 91, 92.
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aged Nandwrbar, and other territories of the Siddi. Was Nandur-
bar which is situated in Khandesh ever under the sway of the
Siddi ? This is highly improbable.

VI. Date or CoOMPOSITION

The date of the issuing of the Ajnydpatra as given at the begin-
ning of this work, is Thursday, the fourth day of the bright half of
Margashirsha of the 42nd year of the Rajyabhishek Shaka (Era),
which corresponds with the English date Saturday 19th November
1715. It may be pointed out here that the corresponding English
date given in the various editions of this work hitherto published

viz. 21st November 1716 is not correct. So also the day is Satur-
day and not Thursday.

Although the Ajnydpatre purports to have been issued by
Sambhaji II, on the above mentioned date, the actual time of its
composition must be, T believe, much earlier. In fact, my idea is
that assuming Ramchandra Pant Amatya to be the author of the
Ajnyapdtra, the main body of the work was conceived during Shi-
vaji’s time, written during Rajaram’s time and published (issued)

in the reign of Sambhaji II. I base this speculation on the follow-
ing grounds :

i. This work gives an accurate and graphic description of
Shivaji’s administrative system and policy which Ram-
chandra Pant had studied under Shivaji himself, and

ii. the historical picture drawn in the introductory portion

fits in with Rajaram’s times.

Rao Bahadur Sardesai has also expressed in his introductory
note to the Vividha Jnyana Vistar edition of the Ajnyapatra the

view that the book must have been compiled during Rajaram’s
time.*!

Ramchandra Pant, on the eve of his retirement from political
life, seeing that the salutary principles of administration laid down
by Shivaji were being utterly forgotten and ignored by his succes-
sors and being convinced that a revival of the same was absolutely
necessary to ensure the stability and prosperity of the Maratha
kingdom, must have taken the opportunity to present the same for
the benefit of the Maratha rulers in the form of this Royal Edict.

41, Ajnyapatra: Vividha Jnyan Vistara Edition 1923, p. 5.
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There is no means to ascertain what the C.hhatra?ati or his
ministers made of this Manual of Administration. Rgmcbandxl'?
Pant’s son, Bhagwantrao, however, appear‘s to .have studleddlt 1:)ve L.
The word Rajneeti frequently appears in his letters and he :s
lways seen to express regrets that the Marathas do not a‘ct 1%p o
e ty nets embodied in the Rajneeti. His regrets were justified.
gllfe 1eater Maratha rulers failed to avail themselves (,)f thel.wisdonfox1
containd in the Rijneeti. Had they followed the wise po 1cyR fm
couﬁsels derived from Shivaji and hande(‘i down to them by Ram-
handra Pant in the form of this Rajneett, the course of the Mara-
:h: History would have perhaps run quite differently.



Annals of Old Madras.

JUDGES : SIR WILLIAM BURTON
BY '
K. NarasiMHACHARI, MLA.

Here is an only instance of a Madras judge who overshot the
Biblical three score and ten by a good margin by living upto the
ripe old age of 94. Another judge who lived anywhere near to
his age was Sir Philip Hutchins. Octagenarians among Madras
judges are but few. The only one of our countrymen among them
was Dr. S. Subramania Aiyar. The Earl of Halsbury had well-
nigh completed his century before he passed away. Lord Dunedin
and Mr. Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes of the United States of
America are other instances that occur to our mind.

Leading men at the Bar and on the Bench in other countries
are usually long lived. They share this distinction with clergymen
and farmers. This does not appear to be true of our judges.
Seldom have they reached even an almost patriarchal age.

This judge and his Chief Sir Edward Gambier, though born
in the same year, could little have dreamt that they were destined
to function as colleagues and contemporaries at Madras. The
former rose to eminence after retirement while the latter made a
pame before he was elevated to the Bench. They were born in
different shires, Northampton and Essex, educated at different
schools, Winchester and Eton, and called to the bar at different Inns

of Court, namely, Inner Temple and Lincoln’s Inn.

William Westbrooke Burton was born in 1794. He was the
fth son of Mr. Fdmund Burton of Daventry, Northamptonshire by
his marriage with Elizabeth, the only daughter of Rev. John Mather
of Chorley, Lancashire. He was educated at Winchester. He was
He served for a short time as a midshipman in

a Latin scholar.
and took part in the attack on New Orleans in

the Royal Navy
1814.

Then he took to law and was called to the bar Inner Temple
in 1824. He joined the Midland Circuit. He was Recorder of
Daventry 1826-1827. In 1828 he was appointed a judge of the
+Supreme Court, Cape of Good Hope. Four years later he was
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transferred to the Supreme Court, New South Wales, Australia,
where he was sworn in on December 22, 1832.

On June 18, 1833, Burton J. was engaged in trying Macdonald
vs. Levy, a case involving a question of Usury Laws, with two
other judges and with the aid of assessors. He held that Usury
Laws as framed in England applied to the Colony. The other two
judges differed from him and consequently it was held that the

Usury Laws did not apply to that colony (Asiatic Journal, New
Series, Vol. XIII, Part I1, pp. 34 and 35).

The Sydney Gazette of June 6, 1833, reports:-—

Mr. Justice Burton happening to be about 10 minutes late at
court fined himself half-a-guinea which he handed over to the
Sheriff (Ibid. p. 35). It is said that Charles Lamb, when he worked
in the East India House, apologised for his habitually late arrivals by
representing that he made up for them by correspondingly early
departures. (The East India House by Foster, p. 178).

Early in 1834 Sir John Jamison and Major Druitt, Justices of
Penrith, transmitted to the court copies of depositions taken before
them, instead of the originals. Mr. Justice Burton imposed a heavy
fine upon them., Subsequently, it appearing that this practice had
been customary, though irregular and that the magistrates had
not intentionally violated the law, the fine was remitted by the
court,

On the first of March the Solicitor-
information against the three police
neglecting to prepare jury lists.
but observed that it was comp
Crown to sue for the penalty pro
Burton thought that a crimin
Journal, New Series, Vol. XTIV

General moved for a eriminal
magistrates of Sidney for
The court refused the application
etent to the Law Officers of the
vided in the local Act. M., Justice
al information would lje, (Asiatic
, Part 1L, p. 267).
On the 12th of May Mr. Burton

fined a juryman for heing
drunk while in the jury-box.

The judge asked his neighbour
whether he could swear that the person in question was sober.

He declined doing so remarking that to the best of his knowledge
he was drunk. “Then,” said the judge, “I fine two pounds and
commit you to the custody of the Sheriff until the fine is paid.”

The juryman was accordingly ejected and delivered to the keeping
of two officers. (Ibid. Vol. XV, Part II, p. 222),

Mr. Burton’s term on the Bench at
two important decisions.

senior to Dowling J. co

Sidney was notable for
The one was provoked by his claim to be

ntending that the Supreme Court of the
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Colony was a body distinct from any other Briti§h Court and ﬂ-l?}t

ious appointments to other Benches did not carry wi )
e e itv in New South Wales. The other was the frl.ut 0
t}'lem SenlOr'sii:tence in enforcing the neglected rule that barristers
hlsl O\Zﬁoﬁ; be heard in Court whereas Solicitors had hitherto
i.ﬁle;ally enjoyed the right of audience.

In 1844 Mr. Burton was knighted and transfgrred to the

Court, Madras, and was sworn in on the 29th of Augt.lst.

e mi ed, by a few weeks his excellent chance of becoming

Th}ls o 'rtr'u‘ssof the New South Wales on the death of Dowling, C.J.

on g u(:dmjn a pension on March 15, 1857. The sixty years rule
5Zsriengoduced only in the early years of this century.

i iti Sidney and was imme-
d as a private citizen to ‘ .

i e ritgfrxll;ted a member of the Legislative Couqc11 arfd on
diately n'9 1859, became its first President. In 1861 he resigned
:‘Februaryt a: ainst, new nominations made for the pux.'pose of pass-
o p:ﬁtesRoﬁertson Land Bill which had been rejected by the
! e - . -
1(];)funcil and retired to private life in England.

He died at 54. Chepstow Villa, Bayswater, on August 9, 1883.
e al .

od i et, daughter of Henry Smith of

He marr}gglelstxlszghlfgfeg; 1;nt1846. ® On the 11th of June 1849
Homerto.n, MB;I i Al.phonsine, third daughter of Mr. John Beattie
he married 31‘1?11) for Dublin. The marriage was solemnized by
West, @ O I;II{ E.vans at St. George’s Cathedral, Madras. The
the Bev. G'_ tér is, among others, attested by Sir Edward Gam-
?amagﬁig g?ustice, and can be seen even to this day at the

ier, ’

Cathedral o deeply interested in religious and ed.u'cational

Burton w blished a book entitled “ A Study of Religion and
matter§ am.i P;\;ew South Wales” (Lond.; J. Cross 1840). There
Educatio® ™ the establishment of a Church of England and con-
he advocated troduction of schools on the Irish pattern. He also
demned tlr%e in duction of primary schools (Ibid. Vol. XXXI, Part I,
urged the LS A local publication by him is entitled “The In-

0). :
ppl. 212 It:; V3203 New South Wales (Sidney, W. Moffitt, 1842).
solven

its in oils of this learned judge. One
two portraits In o :
d Th?}i- ?;:lls of one of the court rooms at Sidney. The other
adorns

is in the hall of the King’s School at Parramatta.
i



Reviews

SELECTIONS FROM THE NAGPUR RESIDENCY RECORDS,
Volume I, (1799-1806), by Dr. H. N. Sinha, M.A., Ph.D.
(Lond.), Nagpur — Government Printing — 1950 (pp. XXXII
and 555)— price Rs. 12/-.

It is a pleasure to see that the First Volume of the Selections
from he Old Residency Records of the Central Provinces (Madhya
Pradesh) Secretariat has been edited by Dr. H. N. Sinha, than
whom, in the words of the veteran Provincial Premier, Sri. R.
Shukla, “a better choice could not have been made”. The plan
is to publish seven volumes of Selections from the Nagpur Resi-
dency Records, which will contain documents of historical value
selected over a period of over sixty years from 1799 to about 1861.
The analysis that Dr. Sinha gives of the five categories of the
existing Records is instructive, as also the skeleton basis of the pre-
sent Volume of Selections which includes most valuable letters
from H. T. Colebrooke, the first permanent Resident at Nagpur,
about the state of affairs in the Bhonsla dominions, and Elphin-
stone’s extensive and comprehensive correspondence comprising
documents of diplomatic and other import, concerning the Bhonsla

and other states of the time.

British relations with the Bhonsla state are traced in the Intro-
duction from the days of Warren Hastings to the stage when a
ermanent Resident at the Nagpur court became essential. The
9-1806 is shown to fall into two divisions, so far as the
character of the political relations of the Company and the Nagpur
court is concerned — viz., (a) the first period terminating with the
recall of Colebrooke in which the relations were based, in the
clear language of the Editor, upon “an equality of status and
mutual respect”; and (b) the second stage that began with the
arrival of Elphinstone when the status which had previously en-
abled the Bhonsla to be the arbitrator among the powers of Hin-
dustan was lost and he could continue to be a merely respectable
power, and that only if he should implement the articles of peace
and perform the normal duties of friendship due to the English.

Also, a considerable amount of clarity marks the division of
the letters selected under various headings, for each of which a
prefatory and explanatory, historical note is given. We learn that
everywhere the British Residents were able to utilise the trea-

period 179
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cherous elements existing in every Indian court, to further their
own interests; and also that presents made on a liberal seale con-
ciliated the selfish and rapacious ministers of the Maratha darbars.
Also we learn from the letters how the administration of Raghoji
IT was “slow, corrupt and incflicient "— every thing depending on
the personal whim of the ruler and of his favourites and ministers.
The discipline and equipment of his sepoys were of a very poor
quality ; and “the ammunition and service of the artillery have
all the defects common 1o the ordinance of the native powers.”
Wellesley therefore could well regard the Nagpur State as a third-
rate power when he began the Sccond Maratha War.

Clear sketches of the Bhonsla’s relations with the Nizam, the
Holkar, and other Indian powers, and shrewd accounts of the
Sindia’s strength and the Poona court are all detailed, as gleaned
from the correspondence, every letter of which has, as noted above,
a short explanatory note. The Table of Chronology of Letters,
classified according to subject, is very useful to the reader ; and
the index of names of persons occurring in the letters is quite
useful for reference purposes. With the help of the explanatory
equipment, the contents of the letters can he easily assimilated —
a task which has been neatly and efficiently performed by the
Editor from whose facile pen we expect to have in quick succes-
sion the subsequent volumes.

—C. S. S.

—————

MAHAMAHOPADHYAYA PROF. D. V. POTDAR COMMEMO-
RATION VOLUME: “studies in Historieal and Indological
research presented to him by his [riends and old pupils in
honour of his 61st birthday ”; edited by Dr. Surendra Nath
Sen, M.A., Ph.D., B.Litt., Delhi.

English section pages 1-383, with Index, and Marathi section
pages 1-177 with a list of his numerous articles, cavering pages
157-168, and an Index. A brief chronology of the events of Prof.
Potdar’s life from 1890 to 1950, in 2 pages in English, and 5 pages
in Marathi. Bharat Itihas Samashodhak Mandal, Poona, Rs. 16.

As the Preface says, the articles (41 4 13) by researchers from
Patiala to Trivandrum and from Jodhpur to Gauhati cover a wide
field, and throw light on many abstruce problems, a few of which
are: (1) Was there an Original Shorter Gita ? (No), by Sri P. G.
Divanji, Bombay; (2) The Chinese Origin of the English Word
Rice (Latin Oryza from Greek Oruza, from Ningpo Chinese Ou-Li-
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7z meaning Good-Grain-Food, fine cooked rice)., by Sri S. Mahdi-
hassan, Bombay; (3) The Boar (cloud—god.) in Mytho?ogy a"nd
Folklore, by Sri S. Kakati, Gauhati; (4) Jainas and Jainism (its
doctrines, philosophy and logic), by Dr. A. N. Upac?hye, Kolhapl‘u‘ ;
(5) Association of Sita and Pusan in Rgveda anfi its A.stronomtcal
Significance (i.e., the simultaneous rise of Revat} asterism and thfz
beginning of the wheat-sowing season)., by Sri B.- R Kulkarni,
Dhulia; (6) Karma in the Bhagavad-Gita (Kar"ma in 1ts.two-fold
aspect, viz. activity, and the binding power, \fv}:uch latter is depen-
dent on the frame of mind behind the activity), b‘y Dr. G..V.
Devasthali, Nasik; and (7) Suﬁ"s Stage_s (four, sz. humamt;r,
path, knowledge, and truth : Shariat, Tarigat, Marifat and Haqi-
qat), by Prof. Bhagawat Dayal Verma, Poona.

Many new historical facts and dates are offered in the arti-
ces: (1) A Tamil Account of Sivaji’s Expedition to the South
and the Mughal Seige of Gingee, by Prof. C. S. Srinivasachari,
Ramnad : (2) Some Gaps in the History of Vaisali (esp. the blank
of 800 years from ca. 480 B.C.), discussed by Dr. A, S. Altekar,
Patna, in the light of the coins, etc. discovered during the. excava-
tions at Vaisali, 1950, by Sri Krishnadeva; (3) The History of
Maize (Maka) in India between A.D. 1500 and 1990, by Prof. P.
K. Gode, Poona: (4) New Light on Later Pallava Chronology
(f'rom Nandivarman 1I, AD. 731-96 — and not 717-779 or 710-75 —
down to Aparajita, 879-897) ; (5) The Author of the Silathambhas
of Asokan Inscriptions (almost all the sthambhas, monolithic pillars,
having been set up at Asoka’s command itself ; the elephant, bull,
horse, lion and v&(heel associated with them symbolising probably the
Buddha’s conception in his mother’s womb, the zodiacal sign of his
nativity, his great departure from home, his pre-eminence among
the $akyas, and his setting in motion the law of righteousness),
by Prof. Gurty Venket Rao, Waltair; (6) Buddhist Motifs in
Byzantine Architecture (262 B.C. to 328 AD), by Sri V. N.
Talvalkar, Chembur ; (7) Bahmani Coinage as a Source of Deccan
History (1347-1537) , by Sri HK. Sherwani; (8) St. Thomas’s Tombs,
Skeletons, and (undecayed) Bodies (six, five and two respective-
ly ; the 2nd tomb at Mylapore, 1293 A.D., being that of a Nubian
Muslim awvdridn, ie. of a Toma (Arabic Tawwimd, or Sawwam ?),
who was killed accidentally by a Pariah fowler at Mylapore with
his aﬁdw, quite unlike real St. Thomas who was deliberately
killed as a martyr for Christ by soldiers or by a priest, as The Acts,
ca. 210 A.D., and the Passio, ca. 500 say), by T. K. Joseph, Tri-
vandrum ; (9) Inscriptional, Archaeological and Sculptural Value
of the Pandava-Lena Caves at Nasik (mainly and primarily Bud-

J. 13
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VOS{ (}atlzg probably from before 110 B.C., with paintings

rate sri Y . Y «

"r(ltccfs-) L)I yBS'dll';‘f' e fvum(.‘ Poonas (10) Further Archaco-
' uddhisin i Gujorat (on Taranga Hill, 5th-6th
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logical Excavations (di :
lge, Ardl Calmmms (discussing practically, with expert
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) asbs  equipment enauvati
1 hints . excavation, photography
nts, pottery, cled, by Sri S. K. Dikshit ’Pl -
. I Dikshit, Poona.

—T. K. JOSEPH
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BLOOD ON THE MOUNT (of St. Thomas), by Fr. Louis M.
Shouriah, M.A., Ph.D. (Second Edition), Gaod Pastor Press

Madras, 1950, 41 pages, 8 as.

As the Bangalore Bishop Rt. Rev. P. Thomas’s Foreword of
December 1947 says, the booklet “will prove a valuable Guide to
pilgrims and visitors to the Shrine” (St. Thomas Mount Church,
Madras). But as the author based his boollet ¢ chiefly on material
sleancd ” {rom the works of D'Cruz {1928), Medlycott (1905),
Richards (1908), Terence (1946), and four others (page V), who
have not critically collated all the specially relevent documents
heginning with Marco Polo’s account (ca. 1293 A.D.) of the Muslim
and Christian claims to one of the two “St. Thomas tombs” at
Mylapore, Madras, and ending with Diogo Fernandes’ sworn de-
position of 1543 regarding his own excavation in 1523 of the St.
Thomas tomb still preserved inside the Mylapore Cathedral, and
also the signed © Deed of Verification ” (dated 16th Nov. 1566) of
St Thomas skull at Ortona, Italy, “with no part mis-

the entire
chure no real puzzling out of the St.

sing 7, there is in the bro
Thomas problem.
llowing five riddles still remain unsolved :

s had really been buried in one or both of

the Mylapore tombs which were opened in 1522 and 1523, and
which yielded two complete St. Thomas skeletons venerated to
this day in Goa and Mylapore since those two years, (2) whether
thesc two and the complete Ortona skull and other bones, and his
{hree tombs (2 10 Mylapore and 1 in Calamina in Parthian India
according to gst. Isidore, d. 636 A.D.), as well as his two mummi-
fied bodies of 1122 and 1370 in Syria, and his arm and finger in
Ttaly, put together will make only one skeleton, one tomb, and

hether he had first been killed accidentally by a

one body, (3) W
Mylapore Parigh with an arrow as Mylapore and Malabar Chris-
tians (and mot the Muslims) affirmed from at least Marco Polo’s

{ime (1288-93) to Diogo’s (1517-43), and was then deliberately
murdered again by a Mylapore ‘ Empran’ Brahmin with a Silom
(- lance) a3 all South Indian Christians have been religiously
contending since ca. 1543 to this very day, (what bare-faced self-
contradiction '), (4) whether he died “84 minutes before sunset

as the alleged St. Thomas “ Caritam

on 3rd Karkadagam 72 A.D”
d summary the Malayalam “Song of

of 1st century and its allege
1601 ” assure US or (on 21st December) “ 68 AD” as the Myla-

pore Latin inscription affirms, and (5) whether the above Caritam

For instance the fo
1) whether St. Thoma
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did exist at any ti

y time anywhere
AW 2 Y > and the S ¥ ) N
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antavi inscription by Prof.
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—T. K. JOSEPH
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Select Contents of Oriental Journals
Adyar Library Bulletin, Madras, Vol

1st Oct. 1950, Besant No.
1. Dr. Besant as Teacher, by George S. Arundale,

9 Editorial on the present Sanskrit Studies in Teheran

University, by Pr. C. Kunhan Raja. :
3. Education in Ancient India ( contd.), by Dr. C. 'Kunhan

Raja.

XIV» Part 3,

Andhra Historical Research Society—Journal of the
Vol. XVII, Parts 1 to 4, July 1946 to April 1947
Vijayanagara Commemoration Number.

1. Architecture-—Dmvidian and Vijayanagera Styles, by
sri M. R. Appa Rao, M.A,, L.T.

9. Jainism and pPenukonda Jain Temples, by S. Chandra-

sekhar. '
3. A Brief History of Vijayanagara, by Sri R. Subba Rao,

" MA. LT, MES. (Retd).
r Oriental Research Institute — Annals of the.

Vol. XXX, Parts 3 and 4, 1949, Poona, 1950.
1. Vrtra (A study in the impact of the Aryans on Indian

Culture), by Budha Prakash, M.A.
2. Date of Sridharaswomin (between 1350 and 1450 A.D.),

by P. K. Gode, M.A.
3, Bhagavadgita and Panini’s Ashtadhyayi, by P. C. Divaniji,

Bhandavka

M.A., LL.M. '

4 Was the Bh. Gita known to Megasthenes? by S. K.
Dikshit, M.A.

5. Date of Kant hka, 1356 B.C., by Dr. D. S. Triveda, M.A.,,
Ph.D.

Bihar Research Society — Journal of the. Vol XXXVI,

Parts 1 and 2, March and June, 1950, Patna.
1. Worship of Images in Jainism (C. 200 B.C. to 200 A.D.),

by Priyatosh Baneriji, M.A., Ph.D.
2. Ratnagotravibhagd, Text, etc., edited by the late E. H.

Johnston, D.Litt.
India Digest, Vol. 11L, Nos. 1 and 2. January — February

1951
1. Amidst the Primitive Folk, by Verrier Elwin,
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L. Technique of Indian Wall Painging
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London Institute of Historieal Rescarelh —- Bulletin of the.
Vol. XXIH, No. 68, Mov. 1950, London,
1. National Archives of India during 1947, hy S. Boy.

Numismatic Society o Indic — Journal of the, Vol X1,

Part 2, Dec. 1949, Issued Sept. 1950, Bombay.

1. Some Interesting Coins of Sophytes, by My Awadh
Kishore Narain.

2. Some Rare Coins of the Indo-Bactrans, by Mr. Awadh
Kishore Narain.

3. The Silver Punch-marked Coins from Taxia, by Mr. P. L,
Gupta, Banaras.

Numismatic Society of lndia — Journal of the., Vol X1,

Part 1, June 1950, issued Dec. 1950, Dombay 1950,

1. A Unique Kushano-Roman Gold Coin of Dharinadwmna-
dhara, by Dr. A S, Altckar, Patna University.

2. Was Kacha ¢ Gupte Monarch ? hy Mr. 13, S, Sitholey,
Lucknow,

3. Coins from Kosam Excavations, by Dr. C. C. Das Gupla,
Professor of History, Presidency College, Caleutta.

United Asia (Food Supplement), Vol, 3, No. 2, 1950,

L Cultural Unity of Asia, by O. C. Gangoli.

2. The Golden Age of Korean Arf, hy Insoo Lee,

3. India and Black Ainerica, by Wni. A. Ruthertord.

Venkateswara Oriental Institute — Journal of Sri. Vol, X1,

No. 1, January-June, 1950. Tirupati.

1. Are the Trivandrum Dramas of Bhase Genuine? by
Sri U. Venkata Krishna Rao, M.A.

2. A Rare Tamil Prabandham : Tiruvenkaty Uly (of the
Middle of the 15th cent. A.D.), by Sri T. P. Palaniappa
Pillai, B.O.L.

Visva-Bharati Quarterly, XV1, 2, Aug.-Oct, 1950.

through the ages, by
Guha.

ulture, Vol. 16, No. 8, Feh, 1951, Calcutta.
heory, by Nanimadhab Chaudhuri, Calcutta.
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Our Exchanges

Is of the Bhandarkar Oriental Research Institute, Deccan
Annals o
Gymkhana P.0., Poona.

Annual Bulletin of the Nagpur

Nagpur.
Bharatae Itthasa Samshod
Brahma Vidye, The Ady

itai don.
Britain To-day, Lon .
Bulletin of the Archaeologzcal S

Bulletin of the School of Oriental ¢

University Historical Society,

aka Mandala Quarterly, Poona.
ar Library Bulletin, Madras.

wrvey of Indwa, Delhi.
nd African Studies, London.

7. :
g, Commercial Review, Ahllllegf;egr.

‘ ted India, Ma . . ‘
13‘ fihif E;j::iz éiIoumal of Mysore University, Mysore.

. Ha ? ‘
11. The Hindustan Review, Patna.
12. The Indian Review, Madr}a;i.
13. India Quarterly, Ne(\IN}Dg .
. i i hmedahad. . ‘
]:4" TII'n}ihaJoDJfZZ? o}; the Benares Hindu Ttlnl;i’r;sx:;y, Benares.
o : i -ch Society, .

] Researc o .
" memi Oﬁ’ ?;;i 113;(::‘12)% Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society,
17. Journat ©
Bombay. . |

15, Journal of Oriental Reseerel FGH 1 e, Bilkcaer.

. dul Rajas _ : ‘ )
19. Joumaé 0}’: g,t Sri Venkateswara Omem?al I’nstﬂ:‘utte, Elr;f:;;
o Joumal g)‘ t};e United Provinces Historical 1;3'(;cze y, Lu .

T i ay.
2; :;Zz'mal of the University of Bombay, Bom
23' Nagari Pracharini Patrika, Benares.

' ive, Delbi.
24. Perspectwe,' iy, New ork
2 Pouticall S?:::Sal@:; ;hee jl,ndhra Historical Research Society,
26. Quarterty
Th RQa‘:La::'rtr::Zf?éumal of the Mythic Society, Bangalore.

e 1 of
g; University of Ceylon Rlelzm((ziw;ngolc<:)(1;1::1:§l,sl i

l lugu Academy, -

o ‘gu,::ilf/f t.’;zufzalg of the Kannada Literary - Academy,
30. na 1
Bangalore.
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