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‘T'riveni’ is devoled to Art, Literalurs, and History. Its main
Sunction is to interpret the Indian Renaissance in its manifold aspecls.

‘Triveni” seeks to draw together cultured men and iwcomen in all
lands and establish a fellowship of the spirit.  All movements that make
Jor Idealism, in India us well as elsewhere, receive particular attention in
these columns. Wy count wpon the willing and joyous co-operation of all
lovers of the Beawliful and the True.

May this votive offering prove acceptable to ITim who is the source

of the ‘Triveni’—ths Triple Stream of Love, Wisdom, and Power!
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veeeee.nahi8 that laboureth right for love of Me
Shall finally attzin! But, if in this
Thy faint heart fails, bring Me thy failure!
— THE SONG CELESTIAL

‘THE TRIPLE STREAM™"
By K. RAMAKOTISWARA RAU
Fighting the Congress

Tae stage is now set for the first General Elections in India
under the new Republican Constitution. There is a bewildering
multiplicity of parties seeking the support of an electorate which is,
without doubt, the largest in the world, The Congress, the Party in
power at the Centre and in the States, has already published its list
of candidates. The rest are finalising their lists, and entering into
combinations and ‘understandings’ among themselves with a view to
fighting the Congress. Nearest to the Congress in its aims and ideol-
ogy, but the most determined in its opposition, the Praja Party of
Kripalani, Ghosh and Prakasam has gathered momentum in Uttar
Pradesh, Bengal, and Andhra. The defection of Kidwai at the last
moment has not unnerved his erstwhile leader Kripalani, who is more
intent on the defeat of the Congress than on the success of his own
Party. His slogan seems to be, “Vote for anyone except a Congress-
man.” There is a touch of fanaticism in this attitude,—an eagerness
to depict the Congress as a monster of iniquity, an evil power which
must be exorcised from the body politic. Apparently, the Acharyas
would like even the Communists, the Justicites or the followers of Dr,
Ambedkar to be returned to the legislatures in preference to candi.
dates set up by the Congress!

It is easy to do propaganda against a Party which has run the
administration during a period of acute trouble, and to point to its
many lapses. It is easier still to make large promises of & new heaven
wherein the utmast rectitude and devotion to the people’s interests
will prevail. It is not necessary to attach great importance to election
speaches of this type. The real value of the Praja Party lies in that
it affords a chance to Congress-minded electors to cast their votes in
favour of candidates who, till the other day, were within the Congress

' November 9,
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organisation and played a heroic role in the fight for Independence.

The choice really is between two groups of Congressmen, divided not
by principles but by personalities. And in every constituenoy where
the official Congress candidate ig deemed unsatisfactory on account of
inefficiency or alleged corruption, the voter has an alternative choice
provided by the Praja Party, without being thrown perforece into tho
arms of rank communalists, reactionaries, or violent revolutionaries
To people who have been satisfied with the general objectives of the
C.Ollgress but felt disappointed by its actual achievement in certain
directions, it must be disquieting to realise that a vote against the
Congress must only mean a vote for reaction or revolution. The
balance between these extremes is held by the Congress, the Praja
Party, and the Socialists, The hope for ardered progress at home and
for the maintenance of our status abroad lies in the wielding of power
by legislators belonging to these three moderate sectiona.

With the experience of the coming elections and of the actual
administration during the next few years, a new alignment of parties
i8 bound to shape itself. In that alignment, progressive Congressmen,
both official and Praja Party, will coalesce with Socialists of the Jaya
Prakash complexion, and form the great Centre Party of India ecorre.
sponding to the Labour Party in Britain. The right-wing Congressmen
will then merge in an Indian Conservative Party of landlords, capital-
ists, and communalists. Whether the Communist Party will make
any headway and become a powerful Opposition group in our legisla-
tures, now or hereafter, will depend largely on the successful fune.
tioning of the three elements composing the Centre Party envisaged
above. If they can deliver the goods, they will crowd out the Commu.
nists from our public life or absorb them. From this analysis it will
be clear that, whatever the slogans of the parties contesting the forth
coming elections, the cause of peace and progress demands that the
elactors should either vote Congress or support the Praja Party-Social-
ist alliance. The only feasible alternative to the Congress is this
alliance. In a majority of cases, the voter’s choice will depend not on
the party labels of any candidates belonging to these three ir
sections, but on the individual merit and antecedents
dates. If a forecast may be ventured at this st
likely to be returned by safe, but not overwhelmi
Central Parliament and the State Legislatures. The Praja Party, in
alliance with the Socialists, will form the main Opposition, and keep a
vigilant watch aver Congress administrations. Bearing this in mind,
it would be more proper for the Praja Party and the Socialists to ask

for support to either section of their alliance than to insist: ‘Anyone
but a Congressman.’

nportan-,
of the candi-
age, the Congress is
ng, majorities to the
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As for the candidates set up by the Congrese: grave filss:tl;fao-
tion has been expressed at the reappearance ofleglslators.wm'l u |otus
records, and the recruitment of others from powerful monied hm:;ere; 8.
Considerations based on merit and achievement hz-;,ve not ha t;)exr
due weight. And, despite Nehru's earnest deslr'e, few: have eeg
invited to contest on behalf of the Congreass, the choice being oonﬁ;)e
to applicants. Buat, subject to these unwel.com.e foa,tn.lres, the sde e:-
tion is in the main satisfactory. An organisation which has ha t e
wisdom to select from the South such trusted servants of the. nation
as Giri, Avinashilingam, Tirumala Rao, Ananthasayanam Axyfmﬁar
and Durga Bai, cannot be unworthy of esteem' and support. And 1tL as
chosen fresh entrants like Sri K. Raghuramaiah, w.ho t'hrew up a Caw
Secretaryship in Madras to devote himself to public life. .The on-
gress rose to great heights in the past, and, under proper gu.ldance, it
will once again prove worthy of the conﬁd.encfa of the Indian demo.
oracy. But the drift to a one-party domination has.to be o?xecked by
a well-knit, intelligent Opposition, which. can function efficiently and
with due restraint, bearing in mind that it may be called upon at any
moment to shoulder the burdens of office.

ill in Office .
Chur;lzl':'l."VVinst;on Churchill is back in effice as Prime Minister, with a
narrow Conservative majority of less than twenty. He.bop?s.ho am?e:
a dozen seats by reviving the representatiop of the Universities whwﬁ
have generally supported his Party; but this move has bee:L?Et ol
for the present. His effort to win over the small group of i ex:;s
under Mr. Clement Davies has not succeeded. .It was, in faet, :;
Liberal voters’ swing to the Right which dete.rmmed the final result o
the elections, but the Party chiefs are unwilling to efface themsehres
by a virtual merger with the Conservatives. A f?ature of the eleation
was the superiority in number of the total poll in favour of Labour,
though Labour’s strength in the House suffered 4 not’able.deotea.se. It
is yet to be seen for what length of tin}e Mr. Churchill w1l'l be able to
retain power, in the face of an Opposition 'alr.nost. equal in s'trengt.h
and determined to fight relentlessly. W}thln the Co.nservanve fold
are several who would prefer Mr. Eden to Mr. phnrchlll. And pr'o-
phets foresee an early overthrow of Mr, Churchill from the leadership
of the Party. Meanwhile this old war-horse is carrying. on with hia
accustomed vigour and enthusiasm The }{ing'a spee.oh gives an indi-
cation of the new Prime Minister’s dom.esuc {Lnd for.elgn.pohoy. State
supervision rather than State ownefshlp of mdustn.es' like steel and
coal is envisaged. In Persia and ln.Egypf,‘. the British Govex.-nmem;
will pursue & policy of firmness, while trying at the same time to
negotiate with Russia in the intereats of peace.
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I 72 Lias cause to rejoice that she won Independence when a
progressive statesman like Mr. Attlee was in power. It is difficult to
imagine the die-hard Mr. Churohill agreeing to what he once termed
a8 the liquidation of the Kmpire. Now that Indian Independence is
an accomplished faot, Mr. Churchill sannot put back the clock. As for
possible Anglo-American intrigues on the Kashmic issue, Mr, Chur-
chill, as a shrewd realist, can be trusted not to push matters too far,
for that might involve a risk of India openly aligning herself with
Russia and China.

Liaquat Ali Khan

That the frenzy of political assassination overspreading KFastern
lands should have taken its toll of a front-rank statesman like Liaquab
Ali Khan is very much to ba deplored.  As the right-hand man of
Jinnah and as an architect of Pakistan, Liaquat Ali endeared himself to
his Muslim co-religionists, By hia suave manner and spirit of acoom-
modation, he won the respect of Nehru and other Tndian leaders des-
pite the strained relations between the two new States. He was
vehement in speech but moderate in aotion, so that while he kept his
hold on his turbulent followers, he always refused to take the final
step that might precipitate war with India. An accomplished scholar
and gentleman, and an admirer of India’s past, he played a notable
part in recent Indian historv. India mourns the loes of a great son
who served the cause of progress according to his lights.  When the
dust of acrimonious controversies is laid, and I[ndia anl Pakistan
settle down under mnormal conditions as friendly neighhours, the

memory of Liaquat Ali Khan will be cherished on both sides of the
border.

It was fearsd that, with his passing away, the more fanatioal
elements in Pakistan's public life would gain the uppar haad. Bus the
new P’rima Minister, Kwajv Nazimuddin, has adopted a conciliatory

tone in hia utterannes. The Prime Ministers of Tndia and Pakistan
" are anxious to sottle all outstanding differences by peaceful negatintion,
The concept of a theocratic State has hanome an ohisiiion with the
leaders of Pakistan, and this has eoloured their outlook and influenced
their treatment of non-Muslima minorities in the State, It is tos 800N
to expect a ochange in this outlook, but so long as the will ¢

0 piace is
present, the hope of a settlement persists.

Prof. Ehushan

Prof. V. N. Bhushan, Principal of the Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan’s
College, Bombay, and a distinguished writer in Euglish and Telugu,
passed away last month at the early age of forty-two.  While yot a
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student of the Noble College, Masulipatam, he made his dshut as a
poet in English, Later he was a pnst-graduate stulent of Bagzlish
literature at the Benairas Hinla Univarsity, where he won gnlden
opinions from Prof. U. C. Nuy, 1I501 of tha Department of English,
As Professor of Baglish at Bikaner, P ynny, Bijapnar, and Bombay, he
won the love of his students; they were stimulated by his personal
example to admire the classics of English literature as well as post-war
poetry and fickion, In a series of volumes of verse, he expressed
himeelf with remarkable feliocity of phrase, giving rein to a picturesque
imspination. There was an element of heaviness in his early produo-
tions, whether verse or prose, but with maturity came ease of orafts-
n.anthip. He wrote excellent critical essays, edited anthologies of
Indo-English poetry and literary oriticism, and lestured to appreciative
sudiences on cultural tepics. His love of English was combined with
devction to Telugu, and he attained a high level as a writer of Telugu
short stories.

Prof. Bhushan was one of the group of Indo-English scholars
who had a passionate faith in their mission as the interpreters
of culture between Fast and West. e was positive that Indian
writers of English verse and prose eould fulfil that mission despite the
prevailing scepticism about the employment of a ‘foreign’ medium.
He and his fellow literary artiatsa are entitled to the gratitude of
lovers of literature, for pursuing the ‘vision splendid’.

To T'riveni and its Editor, Bhushan was partioularly close. His
original contributions and his renderings from Telugu were highly
valued. So recently as September, Bhushan promised to induce his
Gujarati and Marathi colleagues at the Bhavan's College to write
about their respective literatures to T'riveni. The Editor hoped that,
some day, he ocould welcome Bhushan at the poet’s home-town of
Masulipatam, but, instead, it fell to him to preside at the condolence
meeting held to mourn his demise. Such is the irony of Fate!



TWO POLEMS

IMMORTALITIES

The bud plucked

while in its deep dream flowering,
casts of virgin fragrance

a nostalgic look.

The vision effaced

while in its sudden dawn revealing,
casts on the fretted screen of slumber
a troubling dream of symbols.

The life smothered

while in its brief breath aspiring,
casts in the Creation’s soul

a maelstrom of wrong.

*

THE NARCISSUS MOMENT

Amid the mind’'s drawn shutters,
in the deep snugness, I sit and watoh
the glimmers of my day-shy dreams,

Silence-rapt, I listen in
to the soft flood of feelings
by phantom gates sluiced.

Into a beam of sense composed
I sense my thoughts burgeon
like silent shoots at night.

In that Narcissus Moment, strangers
utter my name, their veils slipping,

and I glimpse of my vastness the Vision,

*

— R.C. Rasa SEKHAR

LANDMARKS IN ORIYA LITERATURE
Dv Dr. MAYADHAR MANSINHA, M. A, Ph. D.

A little more than a decade ago, our language-area could not be
easily located on the map of [ndia. Tt is Orissa’s misfortune that the
entire pcriod of Breitish rule, which brought glory and prosperity to
most other regions of India, was one dark night for her. But the Ori-
yas are justifiably proud of the fact that, all through this disaembered
existence, it was their language which kept the impulse to be re-
united, ever green. And so, the Oriyas living in the four diiferent
Provinces of Bengal, Bihar, Madras and Madhya Pradesh, were united
at long last in the year of grace 1936,  Orissa, however, i3 only a
diminutive shadow of the historic kingdom of Kalinga or Utkal, which
extended from the Ganges to the Godavari and from the sea-board ta
the foot-hills of the Vindhyas, Even now several million Oriyas
liva hbeyond the boundaries of the present Orisea State. As
E»lucati(;nal Adviser to the former Eastern Siates Agency, I have had
the opportunity of hearing Oriya spoken and sung in the entire
eastern belt of the Central Provinces, extending from Bastar State in
the South to Jashpur State in the North and as far west as the Sakti
State.

Hemmed in on all sides by the sea and mountains and forests.
Orissa has had a more or less indigensus growth of her own art, cul-
sure and literature. If politically it is the Indian State with the
smallest non-Hindu minorities in its population, culturally also it is
the purest and linguistically the closest to Sanskrit. If one walks in
the streets of Sambalpur even today, one would feel as though the
figures from the walls of Ajanta and Konarka had suddeniy come
alive. Those picturesque men and graceful ladies whom we meet in
ancient Indian art, do still exist in real life in large parts of Orissa, if
they exist at all anywhere in India. It is on this soil that you meet
the Hindu architecture and sculpture in perfection aud in profusion.
The temples of Orissa, gracefully tapering into the blue heavens and
adorned with maguificent carvings, have been exciting the admira-
tion of all who see themn, the Sun-temple at Konarka being a marvel
of beauty in the entire world of Art. In the Oriya language the num-
ber of foreign words might be cqunted on one’s fingers, the entire
pody of the language still remaining almost wholly Sanskritic. Aud
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ing away incidents and stories of the original as he pleased. Tha
whole epio is written in the vital, vigorous, atraightforward language
of a rustic, caring litile for embellishments, indulging often in hyper-
boles and mixing up the realities with the figures and happenings of
the imaginary world. And significantly enough, the realities wero in-
variably based on the poet’s limited experiences within hia environ-
meont, thus turning the whole poem into a picture gallery of men and
matters of contemporary Orissa. The poet throbbed with patriotism
for the land of his birth. He makes the Pandavas visit the important
holy places in Orissa on their way to Heaven, and tries through a
half-satiric .3 half-morhid story, in which Yudhishthira had to marry
again in his old age during this pilgrimagn, to prove that the soil of
Utkal is the most heroic and creative in all the world, Tndeed it
would naturally have appeared so to the post, as Orissa in his time
was still vigorously independent, while the entire Nocth India and the
major portions of the South had by that time been conquered and
ruled by Mohamedans for over a century,

After finishing the ‘Mahabharat,’” Sarala Das, it appears, wished
alsn to reproduce the story of the ‘Ramavana’in Oriva. But the
story of the ‘Ramayuna’ given by Valmiki had not much appeal for
this peasant who had enjoved and admired the zest for life in all ity
crude and unhampered vigour in the characters of the ‘Mahabharat’
The poet, because of his peasant-like realistic attitude to life, had
dragged the demigods of the Sanskrit ‘Mahabharat’ from their olym-
pic heights and made them appear as common men and women battl-
ing over petty things and yielding to the common temptations as we
all do. To such a poet the wholly idealistio tale of Rama and Sita
must have appeared tame enough.  And s0 he wrote a new ‘Rama-
yana'in line with his unique ‘Mahabharat’. While Valmiki had made
Ravana rule over o kingdom called Lanka, Sarala Das created an
imaginary land called Villanka whose ruler Ravana, instead of having
ten faces, was given a thousand. The thousand-faced Ravana repeat-
edly defeated Rama and his brothers and his generals. He was at
last killed, however, by Sita through the power of her purity and
virtue. Such a oonception, depicting woman’s subtler powers as supe-
rior to the crude physical energy of the male is certainly unique, con-
sidering the age at which it was born,

Attempts have heen made to place before the Orissa publie
authenticated translations of the original ‘Mahabharat’ in prose and
verse by Rajas and Maharajas through the help of Pandits, as a
counterblast to the poetic hotch-poteh of Saraln Das.  But the nation
has rejected the offers of Pandits and Maharajas, and still keeps
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adoring the rule, uanpolished, yet vital produstion of a somi-literate
peasant of the 14th century. The ‘Mahabharat’ in the neighbouring
language, Bengali, was first written about two centuries aftar Sarala
Das whose epio, therefore, was translated into Bangali to satisfy the
masses of Bengal,

The next giant on the scens is Jagannath Duis, an absolute con-
trast to the peasant-poet Sarala Das, being a Brahmin by oaste, & soa
of a minister to the king of Orissa, and a thorouyh scholar in Sanskrit.
But to the eternal blessing of the race, this intellectual and sooial
aristoorat determined in early youth to abandon the pride and pre-
judices of his class and caste, and to make his life and learning
a complete dedication to God and his peaple.  Defying the con-
tempt of the Court, friends and oritios, Jagannath started writing
the ‘Bhagavat Puran’ in the Jangnage of the masses, to show them g
path of faith and virtue whioh is difficult for an Indian to find ous
with a sense of certainty without a fair knowledge of Sanskrit, of
which the masses were then, even mors than at present, completely
ignorant. Jagannath Das not merely wrote the ‘Bhagavat’ in Oriya
but wrote it in the most elegant, mellifluous and lucid diotion as yeb
possible in the language. He invented a new metre, the nine-lettered
metre, better known as ‘Bhagavat’ metre, for this literary adventure,
which too has turned out to be the handiest instrument for versifi-
cation in Oriya. It is said that while young Jagannath Das was busy
translating the ‘Bhagavat’ canto after canto, he, as a test of his suc-
cess, used to sit under the famous banyan tree within the precinots of
the Jagannath Temple and recite the verses to the crowds of pilgrims
which daily visited the shrine.

The pilgrims from all corners of Orissa heard spell-bound this new
religious poetry which was so lonz a sealed book to them, in the lan.
guage théy spoke daily among themselves but with the magio touch
of a poet and a saint added to it. Young Jagannath was satisfied
that his translations were after all successful, and his fame and that of
his book spread far and wide through pilgrims in a short time, Scribes
started copying it as holy labour, and villages vied with ona another
for possessing a complete set of Jagannath’s ‘Bhagavat’ with g house
of its own, where the village elders could assemble i the evening
after the day’s toil to listen to it being recited by the village priest.
8o, almost each village in Orissa began baving a ‘Bhagavat’ house
which was a multi-purpose institution, combining in it the village
assembly, the village schaol, the village library and the village church,
It appears now that the birth of Jagannath and his ‘Bhagavat’ in
Oriya were mattera of destiny. Not long after Jagannath Passed away,
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the dark night descended on the prosperons and independent kingdom
of Oriesa, which had defied repeated Moslem and non-Moglem inva.
sions for centuries. The land wns sttacked and conquered bit by bit
from the North, the South and the West. The Moghuls, ilie Pathans,
tha M. - {ag and the British overran the country one alier another,
The kingdom was dismembered, brothers killed brothers, and through
misrule, extortion, famine and internecine Lattles, the pe
back-bone of the race—~—was almost dehumanised,
continued from the 16th century right up to 1936,
of misfortune, however, could not kill the Oriya people. In dismein-
bered and exploited misery, the great cementing foree among them
was Jagannath’s ‘Bhagavat’ as it still is. Through three centuries of
misfortune the ‘Bhagavat-ghar’ continued 10 be the rallying point for
the masses in Oricga. It ia still tho simplo literary ambition of the
average unsophisticated Oriya pensant
the ‘Bhagavat’ in his old age,
hia childien,

asantry-—the
These dark days
But this long night

to he able to read and recive
or listen 1o it being read and recited by
In fact he rends is clild to sehoul with
objective of giving him as much literacy as will enable him to read
the ‘Bhagavat’ which hae 8o far been the greatest incentive to the
spread of literacy in Orissa,

the main

Jagannath was a contemparary of Chaitanya who spent the last
18 years of his life at Puri. The poet and the eaint liked and respeot-
ed each cthier as soon as they met.  But as Jagannath and his Ociya
Viterary friends andg disciples, who are now described as “five nssosi-
ates’, had already been moulded in their own pracesses of spiritual and
literary strivings, they were unaffected by Chaitanya’s religion. Up
till then Orissa had n religious culture of her oun,
ahle combination of the Vedie, the
Tantrie streaws
Jagannath.

It was an indefin-
Suddhintic and the aboriginal or
of thought and all were symbolised in the Lord
From widely current legends it has been asserted that
Jagannath waas originally a tribal God of the Savaras,
God has had Buddbistic and Brahmanie metamorphosis in which stage
he tasts til} today. As a Brahmnanic God, Lard Jagannath at Puri Tepro-
eents the reappearance of Krishna in Kal; Yuga. So the Krishna-
oult had practically turned out to he the Jagannath-cult in Orissa, and
the Beatifio Realisation, till Chaitanya came on the scene, was

through a sort of Vedantin self-examination and Buddhistio self-purifi-

cation as also through esoterie Tantric processes. That is what we

find being held out in the writings of Jagannath and his Begocintes.

But the tempting pracers
Divine realisation as preaclied
of ‘Kirtan’ as practiced Ly hin

Liator on this

of sublimated sex-love a8 the way to
by Chaitanya, and the cheap austerity
L, now began to have the most baneful
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effects on Orissa’s society, literature and pohtn;s. %lsun:sr:t::;iw:l
i i blimated sex-iove

feeble and untrained minds, the su lov:

practice has produced a huge mass of pomogmpoht.c lxcerzt;lxrz,c:z:ih
igi i t exist before in Oriya and ha .

religions and secular, that did no : ' o

. iti i litics also Chaitanya's stay a
derably vitiated society. In po / ‘ !

hastened Orissa’s day of misfortune. Cba{‘x{:ed by bis @aine‘;;: 'p?:s:f

nality, his religious ecstasies and his erud\tx?n, many hig 0 Cl}; o

the kingdom resigned their posts to enjoy his divine c;.a.mpamona P

Puri; and while the great Krishnadeva Raya f’f 3 lgayanagaga Wa:‘

knoc;dng at the southern gates of the emplre,‘ Kmi gr::ufzr\:ezsi;g
i i ights in bis palace at Cuttack,

Orissa wasg spending sleeplesa nig . , Sonaing
issari i Chaitanya to be favoured wi
issaries to the young mendicant ;

::.rﬂmn’. The inevitable happened. Orissa was soon tx:ampled under

the feet of invaders after centuries of glorious and.wta) 3ndepanden'oe.

And after this, we reach ihe second period in Oriya l.lt-eratur'e with

the background of subjugated and dismembered political existence

over centuries.

(To be coneluded)



THE LOVE POETRY OF TAGORE
By M. C. GABRIEL

The ‘Gitanjali’ envisages a merging, by mystical elevation, of the
human in the Divine, the impermanent in ths Permanent. It gathered
supreme importance, both in the public mind and the Poet's immorta-
lity, to the neglect, comparatively, of his other works and their range.

Among the latter are Tagore’s exquisite love-lyrios, which are only
referred to, by authors, in passing. Mush of poetry expresses the
passion of love in a kind of ecstatic outburst. The poet, in the capa-
city of a lover, sings the feelings of his heart in a burning poem, He
tells the beloved of his distress in her absence, his consuming desire
to always have her in his sight, his fear ani trepidation at her silence,
his soul’s threnody at being rejected or crossed. But the poems of
Tagore are a class by themselves. They may not be startlingly new
in the Indian tradition, but, in the Waest, save for a hint in Thomas
Hardy, there is no tradition of writing poems in his style, whose
characteristic beauty—a beauty which finds greater definition and
dignity in his mystical verss—is, what may be called, the capture of a
moment or a phase of emotion.

A guileless youth may fall a prey to Cupid’s dart when still a boy
of fourteen or even younger, and try to soar to Pacrnassus for help.
The early poems of Byron, soms of Shelley’s juvenile scribblings, are
a couple of instances in point. They are romantic ravings of transpa-
rent sincerity, heightened by the blind soxual effervescence of adoles-
cence, and cramped in the trappings of an ununderstood idealism.
But with age, in fact with every minute, the smotions change, having
gained by experience and introspection what ean be within the space
of that time.

“But I can tell—let truth be told —
That love will change in growing old,
Though day by day is naught to see,
So delicate his motions be.” (Bridges)

And w0, at a later date, tho person begins to discover how differently
the text of love then reads. That, perhaps, is one of the reasons
for a prevalent idea that a person falla in love but once in his life, his
other affuires d’amore being considored purely on the basis of sex.

THE LOVE POETRY OF TAGORE 177

Tagore’s love poetry not only brings out this difference in the
growth of feelings with remarkable insight and subtlety, but also cap-
tures the fleeting moments of the passion as it expresses itself in a
certain state of mind with a multitude of associations. For love is a
state of maximum expansion of the ego. In that state of intoxication
familiarly called love, the entire atmosphere becomses instinct with
life and meaning. The lover (man or woman) projects his or her
heightened consciousness on all things animate and inanimate. The
gtars, the sky, its colour and clouds, the trees, the birds, the flower
and fruit, the winds and weathers, all suddenly acquire a meaning.
The stars are either cruel in their courses or benevolent and worthy
of trust; the sky changes its colours either with oold, indifferent beauty
or with consoling regard; the birds are calling forlornly to their mates
or are merrily wafting from branch to branoh, at peace with the rest
of the world.

The poems in the ‘Gardener’, as the author himself tells us in the
Preface, are of ‘love and life’ and written much earlier than the ‘Gitan-
jali’s As an illustration of the point stated above regarding the changes
in love at different times ‘we may compare the poem’ (25) "Co.me
to us, youth, tell us truly why there is madness in your eyes”, with
“We are to play the game of death tonight, my bride and I” (‘Garden-
or’ 82). In the first the youth ends the poem by replying, “my feet are
Janguid with the burden of my heart.” The entire poem suggests the
indolent and the idealist languor of all love at an early age. The
youth has a great and enjoyable burden in his heart, and that is

enough.

In the second poem, the lover speaks of his bride and himself
realising love in the terrors of a storm, “The night is black, the
clouds in the sky are capricious, and the waves are roaring at sea.”
“[ler hair is flying in the wind, her veil is fluttering, her garland rust-
les over her breast.”

“The push of death has swung her into life.
We are face to face and heart to heart, my bride and I.”

Again, poems Nos. 7 and 56 (‘Gardener’) show two very different
phases of love which Tagore tries to express. 1In the first it is all a
mere adolescent love at first sight. “But the young Prince did pass
by our door and I flung the jewel from my breast before his path.”
IFrom her window the girl sees tho Prince pass and flings both her
necklace and the jewel from her breast (i. e. her heart) before him.

In the second, love is an old aoquaintance with strange vagaries
.n his behaviour. He comes like a harsh light, drags the trembling
i
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heart into the open, tears all reserve and mndesty to shreds and then
abandons the once beloved, leaving groater darkness and sorrow be-
hind. The woman who had been working with others has fallen a
victim to his ruse. She responds and perhaps enjoys. And then,
“I hoped my love would he saved from the shivering shame of the
shelterless, but you turn your face away.” Here are lines spoken not
by a chit of a giri, whose heart is borne away by the splendour of a
Prince, but spoken by a woman, who has known all the pleasures of
womanhood and love in their matnrity.  And suddenly he has turned
away his face. In the closing lines, how clearly and with what un-
bearable poignance—poignance intensified by the resigned and hope-

less spirit in which they are spokon—all this and much more are
brought out :

“Yes, your path lies open before you, but you have cut off my

return, and left me stripped naked before the world with its lidless
eyes staring night and day.”

Both in the ‘Gardener’ and the ‘Laver’s (ift’ (the latter is unfor-
tunately not translated by the author himself) several poems can be
found which bear out the idea given above. THowever, there are a
greater number of matured poems and comparatively fewer of the
adolescent, perhaps because, at the time of translation, Tagore pre-
ferred the reality of the former to the nebulous beauty of the latter.

We shall now illustrate at some length what we meant by T'agore’s
oapture of the moment and the mood.

"“The two sisters glance at each other when they come to this
spot and they smile.

“There is Jaughter in their swifi-stepping feat, which makes con-
fusion in somehody’s mind who stands hehind the trees when-
ever they go to fetch water.” (‘Gardener’, 18)

Here is not a mere poetic expression of the feolings of a parti-
cular person. Tt may he that the poem brings out tho characteristio
shyness of a maiden, who knows she is within her lover's sight,  But
then, there are shades and shades of shyness, In poem No 8 of the
‘Gardener’ when she is seated by her window, the young traveller
comes to her ‘in the rosy mist of the morning’ and asks her, with an
eager cry, “Where is she?”’ The answer is known to her but—

“For very shame, T could not say
She is T, young traveller, she is 1.”

Again, in poem No. 20 of the same book, the woman remarks,
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“Day after day he comes and goes away. .

Go, and give him a flower from my hair, my friend.
If he asks who was it that sent it,

I entreat you do not tell him my name—

For he only comes and goes away.”

How delightfully absurd that her name should. nr?t'. be reve.aled to
him, “for he only comes and goes away I But it is only in such
meaningless little absurdities that Tagore manages to capture the
fleeting moments of betrayal of a woman’s heart, by herself. In the
above quoted poems, the woman betrays her secret by.' her shyness,
but in various phases of its expression. The shyness in the glance
hetween two sisters and their meaningful smile, because s.omebody
stands behind the trees whenever they go to fetch Wa.ter, is incompa-
rably different from the shyness which successfully stifles the .rebal”
lious words just behind her lips, “She is I, young traveller, she is I !
And without the entire context in which the idea is. e.xpressed, the
feeling would lack completion and the subtle differentiating shade.

Let us take another poem as an illustration: .
“When she passed by me with quick steps, the end of her skirt

touched me.

“From the unknown island of a heart came asudden warm breath
of spring.

“A flutter of a flitting touch brushed me and vanished in &
moment, like a torn flower-petal blown in the breeze.

“It fell upon my heart like a sigh of her body and whisper of her
heart.” (‘Gardener’, 22)

The poet intends to convey the sndden emotion as it sprang in
him. The words emploved are exquisite and expressive. The ~emo-
tion is healthy and animal, awakened to life by th.e touch of t.;he en.d
of her skirt. As a painter, with a few strokes of his brush, brings his
figures into bold relief, the poet, by a few unforget.t;uble me.tal.)hors,
prepares the reader for a complete and symps‘m‘bhetlo appreciation of
the pathetically stormy feeling of the last line, “‘It fS]l upon.my heart
like the sigh of her body and whisper of her heart”. (I-nfndent&lly,
the sound of this line is marred by the too close repetition of the

word ‘heart’)

At the end of this poem the reader feels it, not as a vague and
oneral idea of love, but as a robust and expressive phase or mood of
%motion. It is that that I have called the capture of the flesting mo-
ment and the mood. The emotion expressed may return but always
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with a changs, and in a new moment and a new mood. The world is
full of sunshine haf the time of the day, and yet a lonely ray stret-
ches itgelf and strays into dark corners and is caught and imprisoned
within a diamond. So also in this poem, out of the multitude, a frac-

tion of human life and fesling is singled ont and incarcerated in a
cell of colour and sound,

Tt must have heen noticed, aven from the few ex
given, that Tagore often attempts to express what passes within the
minds and hearts of women. This, T believe, is another very impor-
tant and contributive part of his poetry.

amples wa have

For various reasons women, all the world over,

have been subject
to social slavery,

They have not been given a chance to express
their perronalities wiith freedom. Though conditions in the West
have changed greatly, in Tndia women are still in a position of soeial

subordination. In fact the ideal of wifehood in Tndia is the adoration

of her husband us a god. Similar conditions have prevailed {ill very

recently in Chira. Free talk, hearty jokine and lnud laughter by
women, even in their homes, are still a matter for grave concern.
Whatever the desires that may burn within a woman’s heart, she
ought, if she would be considered moral and modest, to refrain from
expressing them. So, half the world has spoken, the other has yet to
speak, and naturally woman has been made a mystery. “Who knows,”
the protagonists of this social injustice and cruelty wonder, “what

unknown and unknowable wells of lave and hatred bubble wit,

hin a
woman..,...”

and so on ad nauseam, as if, given a fair chance, she
could not be as inhumanly human as man renerally is! Mankind
put her on a pedestal, adored her for n goddess

and neatly muzzlag
her mouth.

Tt is extramely ahsorbing to analyse why this h

as been
50 and how it has evolved, but this is not the place for it.

Against this background Tagore attempts to explore
woman’, and makes her express her innermost thoughts,  There ia
ro such practice in poetical literature of any vespactable proportion.
Man has always spoken of himself, his love, hiy ardour, his achieve-
ments and what not.  Here and there we find a stray poetess or
womanspainter, trying her best, in the ridiculous puise of convention-
al forms, to express herself vaguely and with reatraint, The poems
spoken by wemen in India are Jargely of a religions character. The
only notable exception is found among those whom we complacently
allude to as the tribal peoples: the Ghonds, the Pardhis eto.
Their poems, both by men and women, are extremely free in
expression and direct in thought. Tagore also has tried to make

‘mysterious
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woman articulate and has achieved astonishing success, He almost
gets beneath their skin. Their coyness, their vague fear of love,
their utter and perilous abandonment in moments of passion, their
confusion at the glance of their lover, their predilection for flattery,
their betrayal through care to conceal, are all brought out with
remarkable insight and delicacy, with an eye to womanly restraint.

Somewhere, in oue of his prose writings, Tagore himself deplores
the paucity of such poems. Though, iy his translate'd works, the pr?-
portion of such poems i4'very small in comparison with others, yet it
gets a tradition worth emulation, both in method and charicver. It
must be remombered that it i3 a particularly difficult type for men
posts to attewpt. Lyric poetry being the communication of' very inti-
mate and parsonal experience, objectivity is diiﬁ.cult‘; to attain, A l(.)ve
lyrie is therefore bound to be ecstatic and subjectlve,. endea,v.ourmg
{0 communicate a certain phase or mood of our emot.lon or mind to-
wards love. It is for this very good reason that lyrics are mostly
written in the first person. Although, all the poet d(?es, in .writing
love lyries spoken by women, is to express his own feelings as if tl.)ey
belonged to the ‘fair sex’, or to express in a pfn'tlcula.r state of mind
what ideas or emotions he presumes are theirs, yet such an attempt
demands objectivity enough to consistently use the woman's code and
gymbolism and to maintain certain fundamental differences betwe?n
1;1an and woman. And the poems of Tagore are worked out even in
this respect to a nicety.

“I try to weave a wreath all the morning, but the flowers slip and
they drop out.

“You sit there watching me in secret through the corner of your
prying eyes.
. Lo . ,
“Ask these eyes, darkly planning mischief, whose fault it was.”
(‘Gardener’, 39.)
But such subtlety characterises almost all the poems of Tagore,
hether of love or any other feeling. Kvery stanza ends in this
W ' . ' . T, . .
jointed manner, only to attain greater intenaity in the subsequent
:tnn'lns His poams move in a crescendo, the final stanza ending in a
’ at wave, which soars to its full height and is left there. Perhaps
e ) : .
fg’b is an urge for a climax or the modern tread to bring all things to
it i a
a crashing finish for effect.

Although T do not intend to r‘.efml here wi.t.h t;he. outl'ook of Tagore
on, or his attitude to, love, yet in connexion V\illh his kfve poems,
I r,nigbt risk a few remarks on the idealist dlsa.pp'omtme.nh in some _of
{hem. The experiences of tho body are shorter if tangibly more in*
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tense, while tl i
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agore which is not very unique (it is in fact a fairly

common experie ; i
above it nee R'ﬂf‘m;! Doots), i9 the failure of a union in love
mere mating: a kind of spiritual oneness
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Love, my heart longs

day and night for th i i
: 8 moet -
for the meeting that 9 e o

is like nll—(levuuring death,

‘lS

wee i

) mFlme ‘aWay like a storm; take everything T hava: break
pen my sleep and plunder tuy dreams. Rob me of my worlld

C(I
n that i i
dev.amtntmn, In the utter nakedness of spirit, let us be-
eome one in beautv.” ‘Gardener’, 50)

He tiies to possess the loveliness of the be

lovad, anly to di

; o discover g,

he is shadow- rasping ' . ] vor that
g 4
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I hold her handy and press her to my breast.

“I t
r . .
Y to fill my arms with ler lovelinoess,

' / ' to plinder her swee
smile with kisses, to drink her Q b

‘ ark glances with my eyes.
¢
Ah, but where is i1?

: Who can sirain the bl
(Cardoner 1t ) e blue from the sky?.....

The wor i
o tods‘m;d express tho desire to possess abstraotiong in the con-
» 10 piunder the beauty of a smile by kisses, or the beauty of
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form by touch. The cumulative effect of the parts of a personality is
. Tagore, not satisfied with the personality,
is striving to capture within his hands the effect and naturally is dis-
appointed. “Who can strain the blue from the sky?” It is ultimately
Jure of matter to explain its effect upon the respon-

its attraction or repnlsion,

the acientific fa
sive and sentient organism !

It is obviousty diffisult to make an essay exhaustive within cer-
tain limits. Every pvem in the ‘Gardener’ and the ‘Lover’s Gift’ is
The more one reads them, the mors i3 coe inclined to read
It is worsh pondering what the poems that in the trans-
lation (which, as someone remaarked, ia at best wearing a coab insida
out) nonvey so much and thrill the heart, must be in the orig.nal. In
his Introduction to the ‘Gitanjali’, Yeats incidentally mentions that
his Indian friends tell him, theso fyries, “are in the original...full of
subtlety of rhythm, of untransiatable delicacies of colour, of metrical
But we might be grateful that Tagore translated his
poems at all, The translation itself is so well done, in fidelity to the
spirit of their original, that Yeats did not soruple to include in his
n Oxford Anthology of Modera Buglish Verse, a couple

exquisite,
them again,

inveution...”

compilation of a
of poems from Tagore.

Tt is, on the whole, superfluous to praise Tagore. He is securely
ensconced in the Panthenun of the world's immortal posts. But his
immortality has been severely one-sided. Oae reason for this is that
Tagere’s religious and mystical poems borrow the symbolism of the
lover and the beloved. Tt is usually contended that it is bound to be
80, because human expresaion, which is conditioned and limited to the
five recgog, i3 insufficient, for the communiration of experiences beyond
mind and matter. Tt is not without reason therefore that there are
critios who elaim a mystical character and import for the otherwise
popularly downright epicurean ‘Rubbaiyat’ of Khayam, Although
Tagore is clear as to the nature of his beloved or lover, and the very
first lines are enongh to difforentiate a poem of mystical ecstacy fram
one of mundane human love, yet there is at times not a little cause for
confusion. For instance, the poem referred to earlier, which speaks
of the young Prince and the maid whoe threw the jewel from her breast
before his path, lends itaelf perfectly to mystical construction. Again,
critics of varied skill and insight have tried to assess the philosophieal
content and contributisn of Tagore’s poems and have invariably laid
go mnch stress upon his greatucss as a mystical poet, that in the
common mind he has come to be associated with message, vision, in-
tuition and other not very easily comprehensible ideas. His other

writings also boar the stamp of his gonius. If they d> not convey
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messages and sing to you of those moments of communion with an
eternal and immanent spirit manifesting itself in every item of crea-
tion, to the eye that has the power to see and the miud that has the
breadth to coneeive, they still are close to the heart, for they apeak of
the commoner experiences, the joys and sorrows, the laughter and
tears, which are the lot of every man.

It is true that these poems do not have that which so pleases the
distracted minds of the old ar-i Lroken, and also thare is not in them
the mellow richness which comes with aze. These early poems nro
full of the faults, if one woulil ca. s to sne, of the unreasnnable demen-
tia of the youthful mini. Tn his exubarance of hoart, the poot
crowds his enrly pooms with decorations in simile and metaphor, and
colour and langnaz, not common to oclinary man,  There i3 talk of
princes and poarls, chariots and hoaes foaming at the mouth, bodices
of the colour of the poacock’s throat and mantlas green as voung grass,
kingdoms and quaens, drunken bees and dew-drops on lotus leavess
moonlit nights and jasmine wreaths, that thrill to the heart like yraise
in a riot of extravagance. What among these can maleh the simpli-
city and sparseness of the poemsof his ‘Gitanjali’?  In the latter, the
fever is gone, the flesh is as good as dead, and only the spirit or mind
in an ecstacy soars and sings.  And yet, to those of the comimon run
of humanity, the poems of love and life touch a more sympathetic
chord, for they (poems) do not speak of the realm of experiences of
the spirit, but they bring back to the mind the more commonly shared
joys and the more widely known disappomtments and sorrows of all
moen, The ordinary wan, uninitiated in the mysteries of apirit, i3
naturally impatient of mysticism, as so much high-brow pedantry.
Postry, which is not taken to very kinllv by most men boecanse it is
not straightforward and dowvarizht pross, becomes anathema when
all it conveys is boyond normal experience. It beats men's under-
standing, and beaten men have no praise for their opponents, thoush
they may be awed into respocting,

Tagore’s reputation as & mystical poet seares away the more
humble and less gifted if not less sensiblo men, who would like their
poet to he their own selves articulate. Tt is evough if the thoughts
that are, or might be, theirs in a conceivable situation, are clothed in
gorgeous words and figures, or set to music, for then is touched within
them a kindred choid. T am one with the general opinion regarding
the greatness of tho religious poems of Tagore. and it iy not my in-
tention to either speak disparagingly of them or to detract from their
greatness, but only to add to that well-deserved coronnl a yet un-
noticed wreath, which might meritedly crown his head!

THE INDIAN SCENE
(July - September 1951)
By Prof. D. GURUMURTI, M. A,, Ph. D.

The third quarter of the year 1951 has been in many respects a
momentous period for the country. The two major events have been
a higher tempo in the strained relations with Pakistan and the turmoil
in the Congress organisation.

In the month of July, Pakistan leaders unleashed a tearing
propaganda of hate and worked up their people to a white heat of
mass hysteria. The clenched fist was adopted as the symbol; black-
outs, drills of home-guards, defence measures on a war footing, mass
gatherings for preaching hate of the enemy, became the order of the
day in Pakistan. All the bigger towns and oities witnessed a series of
excited assemblies for the Jehad that they were proposing to embark
upon. Side by side the Prime Minister of Pakistan, with an eye to
the international news-market, indulged in a series of letters exchang-
ed with the Indian Prime Minister, purporting to prove to the world
the peace-loving intentions of Pakistan and the uncersonable attitude
of India according to the Pakistan point of view, The letters make
an interesting study and reveal the psychology of Pakistan leadership.
Their main effort is to malign India and the Iadian Government
before the eye of international opinion.

The immediate cause of the fresh spate of hostile propaganda is
given out to be the massing of [ndia’s military forces near the borders
of Pakistan. But the occasion for this step was similar prior action
on the part of Pakistan. This fact is conveniently obscured. When
Pandit Nehru asks for an unequivocal and unconditional mutual deola-
ration that in no circumstances would war be resorted to, Mr. Liaqat
Ali Khan wants all his objectives to be gained as the prior condition
of a no war declaration. And the correspondence had to end incon-
clusively. The only purpose gained by Pakistan was one more occa-
sion to create prejudice against India. International opinion on the
Indo-Pakistan differences has unfortunately shown itself inept, and
the patent fact of Pakistan’s agygression a.r.ui fu.)lawfu.l occu.pat,ion of a
good part of Kashmir territory, though. judici l,lly' 1nv1.ast|gated and
recorded by the U. N. Represenbutiv-e, Su" Owen Dixon, is deliberately
left out of account in assessing the situation.
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The real reason for the intensifisd hostile preparations and threats
of Pakistan in July last would appear to be connected with the prepa-
rations for elections to the Constituent Assembly of Kashmir and Dr.
Frank Grabham’s visit, Pakistan hag very strong objection to the
crystallic ., ot opinion in Kasbhmir and has made screaming appealsto
the Security Council of the U. N. O. to intervene. Dr. Frank Graham,
busy with a first-hand appraisal of the whole situation, obviously
declined to be deviated from his task. So by creating the excitement
of the whole populace of Pakistan against India, the leadership want-

ed to oreate in the mind of the observer a strong impression of the
need of Kashmir for Pakistan's prosperity.

The manner in which India’s leadership tackled this explosive
situation ought to evoke the admiration of impartial observers, if there
are any such available in the modern world, where interested motives
are allowed to dominate the outlook to the detriment of calm judg-
ment. The psychosis of fear and hatred, suspicion and deliberate
dishonesty, has polluted international morality to its very bases. The
Indian Prime Minister, in his masterly handling of the orisis, made it
olear to Pakistan and to the world that his country would in no case
indulge in war, but firmly made it clear that if Indian territory, in-
cluding Kashmir, were attacked, it would be defended with all
available strength. At the same time the Prime Minister kept a cool
control over the temper of the whole country. The ardent communal-
ists and rabid extremists were told off and norms} life went on un-
interrupted in India. The Muslim community of India, who represent
a very considerable minority in the State, responded admirably and

have firmly stood by the Government, refusing to be made pawns in
the Pakistan game,

Pakistan leadership has sought further to reinforce their claim (o
Kashmir by making it appear to international opinion that the river-
system of Pakistan is in danger of being depleted of its waters by
hostile action, if an unfriendly power were to be in control of Kashmir,
becanse the main rivers flow from there into Pakistan, This has been
definitely shown to be a geographical impossibility. Farther. Mr.
David Lilienthal, the ex-chairman of the Tennesse Valley Authority,
the biggest river projest of the world, has, after a recent visit of
inspection, pointed out that over eighty per cent of the waters of the
Indus System are going to waste into the sea, and that by constituting
an iuternational authority to organise joint control and utilisation of
the waters, both the countries of PPakistan and India could meet their
maximum needs, without the proaperity of one country involving the
sacrifice of the prosperity of the other. The truth of the matter is
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t heeded by Pakistan. What they wanb is one more argunen‘t,
;loa.usible to uninforme 1 opinion, to claim Kashmir as integral to ite

prosperity.

The reaction of Pakistan opinion to the successful progress of the
eloctions to the Kashmic Constituertt Assembly has shown a new t;lm.
Now they propose to ignore it, ha.vx.ng alrondy exhaiusted themse ve?
in excitement and futile condemnatlo?. '[.‘he latest phz?se of the ;;,.nm.
Indian propaganda has turned on an imaginary oppression of Mus im &
in India. The Pakistan Press recently- has flooded their coun.t,ry wnt(l;
stories of mags conversion and oppression; som,a newspapers indulge
in red banner headlines of their la.hesb maf‘e s.nesh of a monster or
master plan for the conquest of Pakistan. Blind mouths, the eager
sheep look on and are not fed.”

It makes one feel sad for the future of humanity when a w‘hole
nation can descend to the levels of feeding upon 'false.hoods and distor *
tion of facts to gain self-interest. The pathetic fmt.;h that W}.lab h;:i
paid profits in the past will oonbim.xe to ba profitable in futurs is to be
deplored; for one day the world will wake up to the truth.

» * *

The second major event of this quarter hag been t.he churnirfg up

of the Congress organisation. The secession of prominent ol.d~§m;rs
3 harya Kripalani, P.C.Ghosh and T. Prakasam, set Pandit Ne l‘}l
hk‘e A'C iously of the rot that had overtaken the Congress organi-
tlnkamg Iserthe middle of July a session of the A. I. C. C. was held at
o nwith the avowed object of forging unity and achieving
Bar?gﬂ]?rethe Congress ranks. The facile readiness with which Pandit
purnity ’m Unity Resolution was paesed and his repoit of four years of
A ﬂe‘was accepted, and the outlines of the programme for the
Congress 1 dopted, gave a false sense of security and solidarity. Soon
fusure wasdnit I\‘I)(;hl"ll with his well-known power of introspection and
8“'“, ‘Pa“ alyeis ,discovered that the rank and file of Congressmen
ob)chV.e e nZde:i support to his moves with mental reservations of
80 r.eadl,ly ac(‘He had been feeling reatless and dissatisfied with the
z:]:tl: (())::f"f'airs in the Congress ever since the Nasik Congress. I:Iis

, lysis showed that a shaking up was necessary. After demanding
o haul of the Congress Working Committee as a token of an
fm ove l?'n and after the obstinate refusal by the Congress Presi-
nner Sha. uldg:to the demand, Pandit Nehru administered a deliberate
dent to]ivzf"med shock to the Congress organisation by resigning from
and we -'l Committee. This had the desired effect. The Congress
;;]:ecwu(t)il::nﬁz bloc resigned, and the President, stickler for principles
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that he was, found himself oblized to resign. Pandit Nehru now
found that the only logical conrse for him was to assums formal
leadership in addition to the actual leadership that he has been
exercising for some years. Iver since the memorable meeting of the
A. L C. C. in August which conferred the Congress Presidentship on
bim, Pandit Nahru has been bravely going about his task of cleaning
up the Augean stables and improving the moral tone and idealism of
purpose of the Congress. Tlia constitution of the Congress Fxecutive,
the elaction board, the advisory committee, has all been in the right
direction. He has issned certain directivos to the Pradesh Committees
with regard to welcoming the recent dissidents and with regard to

selection of candidates for the fortheoming electiona.

Four years of
Congress rule in t

he Centre and the States has shown that, while the
top rank of Ieaders have been absolutely devoted servants of the
people with undoubted ability of a hizh ocalibre, there has been no
evidenoce of any superfluity of men of ability and integrity among the
various Pradesh leadars, It is in this context that the direstive of the
President, that men of ability should be invited to stand on the Con-
gress ticket, gains significance. There is not the least doubt that this

is going to prove to be the acid test of the success of Pandit Nehru's
endeavours.

In many States the Pradesh Committees are already busy with
selection of candidates for the new elections. It is possible to glean
how far the directives of the idealist President are being implement.
ed. In the South one leading Pradesh If xecutive has already
declared that among the applicants for the Congress ticket there are

more than sufficient men of integrity and ability to fi
The Aundbra Pradesh

list of candidates,

Il every seat.
Congress Committee has already prepared its
[t will be cloar from a perusal of these lists that
the directive of the President is more honoured in the breach than in
tho observance. All the previous group of worthy Congressmen who

have been entrenched in seats of power and influence with their loyal
band of followers, have again found t

hemselves safely allotted to seats
for the fortheoming elections.

Communalists and seifseekers who had
gained central positions in the election committees and executive of the
Pradesh Congress have planned out everything to suit their purposes.
If Pandit Nehiu is to achieve his objective of putting fre~h blood intn
the ranks of Congressmen that will enter the legislatures, he must take
courage in both hands, call for 1he various lists of solected candidates
and mercilessly prune them, deloting all elements who do not fulfil hiy
standards and replacing them with the required number of eligible
public men with a record of service and unseltish pursuit of the
common good. Otherwise the worthy executive heads of Pradesh

THE INDIAN SCENE 189

Committees will neutralisze effectively all efforts at purification of the
rank and file by the great leader of the nation.

The recent decision of Mr. Rafi Ahmed Kidwai to rejoin the Con-
gress is a welcome sign of the appreciation of Pandit Nehru's efforts.
This is expected to lead to several other returns to the Congress fold'
in the near future. The session of the Congress being held at De'lhl
will doubtless provide the right opportunity to the President to drive
home his point of view and convert many angressmen to. thez need
for placing the country before setf. The transition from being in the
Opposition to the custody of power found most‘ Congr?ssmen not ready
for the positive tasks of naiion-building. Wh'xle “d}mng the strug-gle
{or freedom the causa was greater than the individual, the aeeessxion
to power made the individual more impo_rtanb 'than the cause, Wl('.h
disastrous consequences. The whole nation will stand 'by Pandit
Nehru in his efforts to recapture the soul of the great national orga-

nisation.

Bangalore
October 10, 1951
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113 .
How lorg—and why—should 1 remain a good man?’ loudly
solilc.quised Ramamurti, incidentally ad-lressing his wifs, Shanta. 16

may be said that with vhis query a storm swaepb over theiv plaeid
fami'y life,

And what, she asked herself, was the crime she eommitted that
morning. She had mixed jagaery in the coffes.  Aund later, when he

had emptied the cup, she bashfully announced, “This is the fourth
month.” That was all.

Accompanied by the eldest boy Raghu, she retired into the
kitchen so that she mizht brood over her husband’s startling remark
about his being a ‘eood man.” A mother of three children—all of
them boys—Shanta never liked discussing intimacies in the presenos
of the boya. Tu another month Yaghu will bo ten yeara old. And
what is ‘goodunesy’ anywayv? Foeding the wife and the ehitidren? Hard
times are yet to come. Thors is the schoaling of thay boys aad, i the
next baby is a girl, there is the hunt for the son-in-law. It iv not as
though he had never tastod coffoo mixed with jazzery.  Family life
entails so many handicups and difficulties. During the last nearly
seventeen years of their married life, they had encountored several

hardships, and they had smilingly faved them all. Novor did he show
vexation,

[
How long—q good man’’—a fatuous remark ! Tt made no sense.

As she crossed into the hall, Shanta caught a glimpse of her face
in the mirror which hung on the wall. Lsrs is not a dazzling beauty.
She has comely features and o quiet bearing which ripened into ful-
ness with experience. Only those who watchel her closely would
know how beautiful she could be when she smiled.

) Hers is beauty
which never draws attention to itself.
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She smiled now —a slow, wistfal smile that curYed her lips,
angoestive of a sense of pathos, as thongh a.thought which she dared
no;outter orossed her brain, Before the smile fad(e‘d, she a?prf)aclled
her husband, and apropos of nothing, remarked: “Mayhe it is only

the third month,”’

Murti felt a gurzle in his throat, He made a dash irTho the
drawing-room. closed ths doors with a bang and .atte‘w‘m)ted readlrzg t};g
nswspaper. He wanted 10 say a.lm.xd, onee again, “How long shon
I remain a good man!”  He put aside the clumsy pages of the n-vs
paper and looked into the mirror on the table. 'Fhe.wrmkl.es ber:?ath
the eyes are deepening; the namber of greyf hairs is growing. 101716
were the days when he could put off shavm:g f({r another day. [He
counted them, There were sixteen grey hairs in the hnm‘d.. He
counted them once again. Only fifteen. Some\.!n.ng touched 'hls f.eet-.
H was the second bov Setu plaving on tha ﬂoor with an em;.)bled ink-
bottle. These ugly brats are the canse of it all! Enoh child meant
ive mora grey hairs. e pulled up the hov, gave him a amack on the
back and pushed him out of the room. Ha shot the bHlt anl resunsd

the struggle with his true self.

Shanta would never know that her husband had been Wrestlinfg
during the last three or four months with a vastf mental Ufhaa.va,h.
Barriérs are erected batween man and man; that is not'nll. n faac
man's mind there is a thin screen, held tl:ght.ly from falling by socu;ty.
At some ungunrded moment—maybe while soun(ll'y asleep‘ on a sultry
summer night, or when the earth thrilled to the rmnfz?ll——tor some un-
known reason, the screen sags and falls down, r.eveahng the frightful
skeleton of the true gelfl—the self which is smart‘mg. and Ch.“,ﬁng' ba ngj
ing and biting.  There was a ‘ﬁre in Y?nnmmurt,i s innar life—one :t
its sparks baing the morning’s vexation; the sea had heaved and the
ark he made had been but the foam on a wave; the earth had
here and the smack he administered to the boy had

rem
quaked somew
peen its crack.

Ramamurti is in his early forties, and the chain which bound him
to the family had snapped He now ceased to be a hushand, a strand
in the social pattern and a mere citizen discharging his duties. The
eternal man burned in him leaving behind the core of individuality
which defied and transcended religion, custom, and tradition.

In his vounger days, Ramamurti had nurced high ideals. Con-
taot with Western thought and cuolture had rendered him sensitive to
the shortcomings in his own society and infused in him a zeal for re-
form and the spirit of revolt. About love, marriage and children he
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bad ideas which are considered progressive and modern. And what,
bad kappened to those visiong of the comnplate life, those dreams of

perfe t bliss?  Like most of his friends, he married young—a tame,

lovelcss marriage 0 a country girl.  Had Shanta ever discussed love?

Shan:a felling in love'—the very notion is absurd., T.ke every-
body else, he brought. up a family, never hothering about the growing
popuiation of the country !  The passion for art, tho devotion to a
cause the worship of culture, and the grim  purposiveness that
governed all—all these had died out.  His life was devoid of glory,
beau'y or freshness, or the joy of fulfillad ideals.
the native soil—that in a sense is the tragady of Indian vouth. All
those who failed to fulfil thomselvos have turned into truly tragic
figurcs; they either sank into oblivion op planged into notoriety.

Ram imurti had forsaken the Path of easy living and chosen to be a
broken-hearted romantio.

An alien culture in

(2)

Within a month, Shanta had begun to find proofs of the change
that had coms over her husband. That day Ramamurti was not at
home; he was away on camp. The post brought a cover addressed to
her husband in Telugu. Shanta kept it on the table. Sometime in
the evening, Gopi the youngest boy had embarked on his usual des.
tructive campaign and few things escaped his survey. The cover fell
into his hands and Shanta retrieved it in time. It never occurred to
her that she should not read her husband’s letters, Her husband had

even approved of the practice. 1t was gz luxury which betokened
mutual trust. The letter was un-dated and without address:

“Dear Murti—I make bold to write this, The knowledge
that you have a wife and children has till now checked my
wish to write to vou. Sooner or later we have to cut the
knot. To have been able to keep ourselves in check thus
far, I believe, is a sacrifico we mude for the sake of
society. I knew long back that Yyou were in love with me.
T suppose you are not fully aware of my desire and of my
affections. A Hindu woman does not go a-hunting. Looking
through the slit in the door, she keeps waiting for all time.
You knocked at the door and I had no choice but to oross
the threshold. I know that one day you would take me
away into solitude. I shall not await your reply. It is not

letters that I want; and what that is, you know—Your Priyat
Bharati.”

Shanta wondered for a while who this lady might be, During the
seventeen years they lived together, the name ‘Priya Bharati’ or any

! Beloved
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individual bearing that name had never come to their knowledge.
A shade of surprise flickered in her eyes,

Soon after his arrival Murti asked her about the torn cover.
“Yes. Gopi was about to tear it. I took it,”’ she said.
“Did you read it?”

“Yes,”

They had nothing more to say about the letter, that day. A fort-
night later, while tidying the bedroom the servant girl found another
letter underneath the cet, which she handed over to Shanta ¢

“To me you always appear young. Although' advanced
in years, you have the heart of a child, Sqmetlmes I feel
like fondling you. I suppose as we grow qld In years we be-
come young in mind. In old age the fruit ripens and falls;
by that time the flower in my hair withers too. .The fruit
and the flower perish and the bare trunk remains, That
trunk is your wife and those bare branches your ch:]dren.—:’

— Your Priya Bharati.

Shanta folded the letter and gave it to her husband,
“Some paper here—I suppose it is yours?”’
“Yes, yes,” said Murti snatching it eagerly. Nothing more was

said about it. | |

A month after, while rummaging among his books, Rag}n‘x picked
up a third letter which he tried to read. But he was too frightened
and gave it to his mother.

“What is it, mother?”’ he asked innocently.

“Qh—office papers.”

“It looks different.”

“Syrely you can’t presume to know !”’ she chided him.

“I mean, it looks as if some lady wrote it,” persisted Raghu.

“You see, our country attained Independence and women look to
their own affairs,” Shanta assured him,

“Shall 1 ask father?”

“You need not. He will ask for it himself.”

Raghu, satisfied, ran to the playground. Shanta read the letter
which ran thus :

“I hear that your wife is a very good woman—good and
uileless. I have a feeling that she would gladly put me up.
%f so, what more do we want! Our dreams will come true,
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oman,—Mother India gone hoary and grey with age.
Why not 1 myse
thought, Ramamurti
of jealousy,’ '

If broach the subject of 'Priya Bharati' with herf
(1R b 3

n For Heaven’s sake, please exhibit symptons
you are not jealous, pretend to be so,”” he bad to aelk
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her! How silly! Murti was craving for excitement, for drama. It
was possible Shanta was not interested in what another woman
thought of her husband. She was interested in what the husband
thought of the other woman.

He had written those letters with his left hand, in the name of an
imaginary woman, ‘Priya Bharati,” addressed to himself. tie Nnow
conceived the plun of penning a reply to those letters. Bharati had
sorved as a muse for inspiration, Now he should reciprocate her
ardours. But who is Priya Bharati? What does ghe look like?

Analysed, the modern man’s ideal of beauty would be found to
he composed of the features of the leading film actresses, of the pic-
tures illustrating the newspaper advertisements, and their mental
make-up very much like that of the heroines in the popular novels.
A ocombination of the various elements unfortunately does not yield
the perfection of beauty. The beauty of anything beantiful is its
uniqueness. A thin oval face, fishlike eyes with large lashes, a long
high nose, and a mouth curled to be kissed, a blade of grass come to
life in the human form—Hope without hunger, Divinity without tor-
ture,—the illimitable source of experiensce—that is Priya Bharati as
imagined by Murti.

He wondered if there was a spark of poetry in him, And why
not? he asked himself. Poetry is not a thing that can be learnt. It
is like a waterfall—a cyclonic starm: or a volcano that bursts. It is
the secret which does not bear discussion in public. It is truth which
refuses to be exposed in the work-a-day world.

Bharati is like the unknown, the Absolute after which the great
seers of the world hanker. She wears all your beauty; your unreal
existence can be made real through her; she could keep all your secret
thoughts. Ramamurti is hungering after adventure, power and glory.
What opportunities does the common man today have for attaining
any of them?

Ramamurti completed the letter he addressed to Priya Bharati

and it ran thus:

“T am happy that you are able to take the first plunge.
I was so sure of your courage to do so. That is part of your
charm. I did think about my wife and children. T believe
that fundamentally man is anarchic; society put him in
chains wrought by marriage, You snapped them. I am not
even capable of love which I must learn from you, My
being had its existence in and through vou. That day when
you looked at me, it was as though the stars had strayed
from their orbits. Hope. solace, invitation—like Humanity
opening its eyes—all were there.
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“I cannot apree that this is tantamount to deceiving my
wife and childron.  Suppose a middle-aged men, with wife
and children to support, fell under a car by accident and
died; who would dream of accusing him of deception? The

ame argument should hold good for a man who died under
he wheels of the chariot of love. Nobody shall be blamed
‘or it. Birth, love and death—they simply happen. That
s all.

“All these years I had lived up to the rocial ideal of a
;100d man and stuck to my wife. This meant great strain on
ne—almost like martyrdom, Men and women no doubt are
nonogamous by choice but ‘poly-erotic’ by instinet. They
kim the surface of the circumference but como back to the
sentre, The same thing might happen to us tomorrow. But
“oday, we shall merge and hecome the centre.

“I repeat that T am a good man; but I have no wish
shat goodness should be synonymous with imbeecility, I am
aot ashamed that, at my age, 1 should sucenmb to the rap-
tures of love Tt is a matter for pride that there are forees
out to conquer me and T have still the selflesaness sufficient
to be vanquished by them. The dark cloud moves altogether
to the call of the south-wind, because it holds somewhere a
drop of rain clamouring for release. You are my south-wind
and you shall destroy the dullness, the lethargy and the
heaviness, and clear the debris of the shattered pedestal
erected by matrimonial purity.”

Ramamurti was not satisfied with this letter. Tt looked more
like a thesis on love; helittle trusted the verbal elegances and poli-hed
phrases, and his was not the adolescence that sought release through
letters. His mind was becoming a bltank. Momentary impulses, last-
ing affections, sudden ecstacies and slow rational processes,—they race
through the brain and refuse to get caught up by language. His mind
was like the bare trunk, beroft of fruit, leaf and flower.

The next day Shanta read the letter and smiled, as though she
were seated by her husband while he perused it and given a few
suggestions towards improving it !

“There should be some papers here...” said Murti pointing to the
desk. “Has any one see it?”

“Is this it?” asked Shanta holding the folded letter in her hand.

“Where did you find it?”

“It was found at the foot of the staircase.”

“Did you look into it?"’

Shanta nodded and went into the kitchen. Murti suspeoted that
she indulged in a smile, gradually broadening into laughter.
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Ramamurti was piqued. He decided to ask her about it and
elicit her reactions to the whole affair. He waited for nightfall. But
it was not to be. By evening, Shanta’s aunt had arrived and they
were preparing to take Shanta to her native home for confinement.
On the day of departure, Murti went to the station to give his wife
and children a send-off. There was still another ten minutes for the
train to start, Several times he attempted to spaak, but did noi know
how to begin. He fidgeted, cleared his throat, and wrung his hands.

Shanta spoke:

*“The washerman will bring your clothes, Please take the help
of Das to count them. Remember that he has yet to bring a couple
of towels and a saree. And most important—don’t pay even an anu .
over the six rupees. Two of your shirts were torn beocause of his
carelessness, you know.”

Ramamurti suppressed a smile and made gestures indicative of
impatience.

“Don’t be silly...” he chided laughingly. The guard blew t1ie
whistle; there was a general seramble for the open deor of the carria 1@
and the train moved .

“For Heaven’s sake, see that you fasten the latch securely and
lock the doors of the verandah whenever you go out.”” That was
Shanta’s parting message. With that she settled down into her seat,
looking devoutly at her husband’s receding form. She smiled, knowing-
ly. Simplicity or subtlety— which of them predominated in the smile
Murti did not know,

(3)

That night he could not sleep; feelings of shame, disgrace and
humiliation possessed him. He read those letters over and over again.
He knew, and yas therefore frightened, that although he was able
successfully to imitate a woman’s writing by using his left hand, he
gave himself away through the ‘style’ of the letters. Does a woman
write in that style? he asked himself. Dash it all, is a woman capable
of those ideas? Why not? An educated and cultured woman, brought
up in polished society,certainly, should be able to write like that. Of
what avail is this knowledge? He knew that she knew—oh! women
have & sixth sense which enables them to scent and intuitively
apyrehend such things. Shanta knew that he was the author of the
letters. The humiliation of it all!

Even if she knew, he told himself, she could have put on a mask
of innooence and kicked up a row expressive of jealousy. They say



198 TRIVENI, 0OTOBER 1051

that hate, as muoh as love, can strike the chord of matrimonial har-
modny.. That' is "he.exl)lnnation of the many scenes between husbanda
:inve :;‘ss};enrhfl’wmf‘e, like the. heroine in the modern novel, should
was cloar th : t yearr.led tor drama; he pined for excitement. It

at Shanta had ignored and dismissed the romantic episode

as bel.ng beneath her notice. It was triv'al and unworthy of her
attention. Shame shook his frame,

couldS:ln:r;,ti:; ?::;O}ISIZ’}; was not prepared to believe that her hushand

extent to which t‘hn © breast of any woman. She could gaugo the

was sure that n(:) er women would be susceptible to his charms. She

could see. Mot W(;man \VO[}ld lose her head over him. Anybody

band a 'l ruefully realised, what Shanta thought of her hus-
8 alover. How contemptible and disgraceful |

Marti wa
el Ty nted glory and adventure so that he might prove to him-
a]o'; - wonderful, how uniqua, he was,  And thas began his walks
e stre .
g streets. Releass of emotion, throngh letter-writing and

imaginar i jei
ginary escap.ades, was insufficient and i lishly absurd. He wmust
run into something more tan ‘

and blood.

gible, something solid, imbued with flesh

stanf’:‘::&:‘:!‘lt;vzhougm of an eligible woman, —one able to under-
that no married Wa.n capable of feapondmg to it. It was obvious
complicat OI.HM‘ would fit into the role. The husband would
o I()i ; © matters, 1f he came to know of it. There might be a
St:::d;gm;idevrzn \at Or.lsis, Murti was not prepared to stake his social
entanglements ilfa.blogv for love. A woman without matrimonial
ously—that Bh,oulg .hm' 'er teens but young enough to take love seri-
of & two-storied bl ‘;. hia choice. l-le. found such a one on the balcony
in 5 ohair oo “‘1 (:)ng at the turnm({ of the Bank Road. Seated
road—there she is? I\?lmn'v and looking down the passers-by on the
or twenty two yea'rg ?(; tO(I){yo“"g by appearance, just about twenty
and all the time he ea: h e walked along the street for four days,
at him. A broad ° ie was there; she looked at him; even stared
could be do?——wid; rOyun( face —he pr(.aferred an oval face, but what
clouds; in her hair 0}}0.3, her complexion pure as the wky cleared of
sares elegantly f(,]d’ (;v ite, red and yollow flowers; clad in a green
woman who ate )ede —there v.vas no doubt that this was she! The
night-dream, ITWaSOUt' of his day-dream, waiting to melt into his
in western countries tqmte coanon -fm rea?eccal)!a middle-aged wen
erude 10 Mum; e I0 run away with their maids. That appeared

: t was devoid of beauty, distinetion or eulture.

What he . L
tion wanted was lmaginative exuberance, not physical satisfac-
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It remained for him to ascertain whether she was a married
Supposing he asked the washerman? or the Postman of the
He saw a group of school ohildren returning home. Two of
wallied into the two-storied building. By
1d obtain the information from them.

woman.
looality?
them, a boy and a girl,
oajoling and coaxing them he cou

Four days later the opportunity cames He fell into conversation
with them; he gave them chocolates and lozenges; he accompanied
them to school. He pisced together their disjointed prattie and
elicited that she was unmarried. Why she remained unmarried, how
ghe was related to them, he could not know. Day after day he walked

along the street and, every time, there she was looking, as he thought,

pensively at him.

Ramamurti’s imagination worked itself to a fever-pitch and he
became restless and apprehensive. He must pour out his heart to her.
If there was some hitch, some unforeseen and embarrassing develop-
ment, and people came to know of it, what would he say? Yes, sir, he
would tell them: *I am planning to write a novel and I wanted to
study from real life the behaviour of an individual so as to evaluate
its correspondence to fiction—that is why I did it.” But then, would
they believe him? He ignored and even chafed at the possibility that
they might give no credence to his story. If society thought the in-
tentions of a middle-aged, respectable citizen and a responsible hus-
band were dishonourable, then surely it showed how degraded our
present-day society had become. Such a society had no right, could
aim any right, to assess his conduct and judge bim !

(4)

It was past six O'clock and the sun began limping down the
western sky as though wounded. There was a splash of twilight,
gcarlet like blood. The row of lazy clouds at last combined to muelr,
revealing the firet star that twinkled.

Ramamurti pushed open the front door of the two-storied build-

ing. He climbed the stairs and found himself on the balcony. The
o chair which was familiar to him, She

never cl

woman was there, seated on th
did not stand up, and there was no other chair. It irked him to keep

standing and make his ‘declaration’. He looked into her eyes steadily
and began to recite his ‘get speech’. At places he lost the thread, his
memory failing him, and he eschewed certain statements.

Ramamurti looked at his watch and noted that the speech took

exactly three minutes. He stood awaiting her reply. The woman
had nothing to say. There she was, seated on the chair, fidgeting, and
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tying the folds of her sares into a knot ronnd ths forefinger. Twioce
she made attempts to stand up, but she did not speak.

“Won’t you say something...?”
There was an awkward pause.

“Qf course, you need not reply at once. You can think over the
matter and let me know. Shall see you again tomorrow about this
time.”’

She fingered the loose coils of her hair, and a flower feli down.
He picked it up and handed it to her.

“Shall T get along...?” he asked in a tone implying that he was
prepared to stay any length of time,.

She said nothing.

Ramamurti hastily climbed down the stairs; in the hall, he
thought he heard a footstep. Ha looked up. Standing behind the
ologed door in the hall was an elderly woman.

The hurricane lantern shed a dim light and he could not see her
features distinctly. She was saying something. He fell back a step
and listened to her:

“T heard all. She is my sister’s daughter. Shall be ever obliged
if anybody related to you, say a son or younger hrother, could take
her as wife. What can we do? It is her fate—her Karma. She is
dumb—born mute. Could you please fix up a bridegroom—someone
known to you?”

Ramamaurti oaught his breath and hopped into the street.

The body would gladly brave a sword-aut, or a gunshot, or a lathi
charge; but a word could annihilate the B30, He was not fit to marry
even a dumb girl!

A wounded ego lets the imagination loose. Tmpulsss and thought
prooesses run amuck. He wanted to resizn his job, to tour round the
world hopping on one leg, to renounce life and turn an ascetic, or
shave his head and ride a donkey. Ho felt like murdering someone.

Shanta was the central source of evil. Oh, she was the cause of
it all—the silent architect of his damnation! She it was who ordered
him about, to sweat and slave for her motherhood. Women have no
responsibilities—they have ouly rights; the right to motherhood!
Feeding and serving them is man’s duty !

Ramamurti reached home without his knowing it. He saw the
postman getting down the bioycle with a telegram in his hand. He
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wished it contained news of some mishap to Shanta during her con.
finement !

The sender of the telegram was Shanta’s unole.

“Shanta labouring, Your presence desirable. Start at once,”
said the telegram.

Ramamurti sank on the stairs at the foot of the pial. He ocould
not imagine life without Shanta. Shanta alone, he knew, could con*
sole and comfort him at the present juncture and counteraoct the feel-
ing of bumiliation that had overcome him. He could not help telling
her of his foolish escapade. Even if he did not tell her, she would
know. She would laugh away as trifles matters which had for him a
tragio import; and things like the washerman'’s account, which appeared
trivial to him, claimed her serious attention. That was the secret of
Shanta’s charm., Wag it love that was at ths bottom of theic inti-
maoy, and their understanding? He knew not what it was. She
never discussed love with him. She was never romantic even in her
lotters. There were few things he could say to her without feeline
that be was making a fool of himself. Yet she never said a Worz
that struck at his vanity or humbled his conceit. Shanta simply 1s.
If she is not, a void would form in his life which nothing eould fill, not
even thoughts of her.

Ramamurti packed a few things and atarted immediately to
Shanta's home. The train journey put him in the frame of mind
which vividly recalled past memories. The day after marriage, —
Shanta’s bashful smile slyly displayed behind the thin white saree,
the odd way in which she yawned—her limbs carelessly stretched and
a far-off, sleepy look in her quiet eyes—there was beauty in her very
clumsiness and oddness, charm in her very weakness.

The day dawned and the journey by the bullock cart took the
whole day. When he entered the home of Shanta, the clook in the
drawing-room struck seven, Shanta’s uncle greeted him.

m to be € \
““A girl !” exclaimed Ramamurti vague]y}' 8‘0

“Yes,” he said, and added he could go #ghd ee her for himsel
He stepped lightly into Shanta’s room. The;! Iﬂo&nhghc foll like peg f
silken mantle on the objects in the room, and'ghe I ht; that fell frdim
the roof lighted Shanta’s forehead. Beauty ha&' d
and slept at last that day.

Shanta feebly smiled and pomted to the baby,

“I gent the telegram myself, despite Shanta’s
gave birth to a female child.  Mother and ohj
there is nothing to be anxious about. It is onl
cautious,” he said,

“
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night— Shanta’s 1ok had thera all.

vt Teath, Damamusti's frame »hook-

He tiin il o go.

Like n man who stand [
What could ha aav?
3 . . ’ v . .
Please,” «1id Shanta enjainitiy him to remain,
He atood.
[} . .
poe signed to him to come nonrer.
“lTaels w , Y
sncte was a bit hasty. They culled you away {rom your werk
I am sorry.” . .
3 1 . ’
It is all right,” he assured hor with a smite. “You know I was
myself very anxious to ses the haby."”
11 3 -
“It 18 here—look,” she said.
, .
Yes?’ he said.
“Ib : : 1
18 nothing.” And Shanta turned aside and drew the sheet
over her.
Ra i :
- mi:‘mum came out and hegan to pace the verandah. A few
n i
u“tras after, Setu, his second boy, hrought him a sorap of paper.
Rmok, father! Mother gave it.” Thae boy ran inside.
Al . . .
, pemurtt went into the drawing-room and threw a beam of
ight from his torch onto the paper:
(13
Ol‘lr dreaw has come true, I shall name my girl ‘Rama-Priya’—
yourself and mysslf, 4
Your Priya Bharati.”

Then she wanted to say something.

You need not strive, any more, to be good.

Rv.’)l}l"l”ll”’“ ran into the open and laughed at the moon, Suddenly
bo van lnto Shanta’s room and looked at the baby  There was no
fioun.b about it.  The baby resombloed the 'l’rivn‘ Bharati’ of bis
l‘magumtion. The delicate oval face, the long, d:;.rk oyes, the beauti-
fully pursed lips~same as those of Priva Bharati ! ’

THE NEW FICTION
By T.NAGESWARA RAOQ

Haw smell & part
of Unive: -ed Liind can consziant Rovon olaim !
*Tig to tho unconscious mind as tho Lkabitahie crust
is to the mass of the earth;
— Robert Bridgos.

Tt is generaily boliovad that tha worll nndecwent an intatleobizal
revolution round about ths havivaing of the prezant sentury, Deaw-
ing ita inspiraticn chiefly from Darwvin and Marx who stand in the
remote backgronnd, this ravolusion took new turns. The rocid oraeee
of science and technology caused much distress and destruntina,
seramble for political domination, and national! animonsities, culminated
in that terrible catastroohe of the first world war. Terrible indead it
was—but it seems to be only a beginning in this final aes of, what
Wingfield Stratford would call, “oivilisation’s all but complete suicide’’
The world echoed and re-echoed with the humming of air rails, tha
booming of machine-guns, and the helpless ories of millions of inno-
cent people who were tortured to death. The naradox of untold
misery overtaking a mighty nation like England, soor after her tre-
mendous victory over Germany, pnzzled every one. 1i every home
in Britain, there was at least one ossualty due to war. Tuaimmediate
past was agonising, the imminent future a blank., There was o deep
gense of frustration and disillusioament in the minds of the people.

The first world war testified to the spiritual barrenness, moral
anarchy, economio instability and gcientific superstition of the modern
age. The literary artists felt the shock in all its intensity, They
were already fed up with conventional themes and techniques. There
was a steady reaction against nauseous Victorianism. To express the
new experiences a new technique was felt necessary. Under these
circumnstances a new literature sprang up. Wilfred Owen declared,
“the poetry is in the pity”—*in the pity »f wa.” Lidliugioned ex-
servicemen became the heross ¢f 11y i pove! overaight,  Treneh
warfare was the epio theme of many posts.  Presenily Dr. Sigmuad
Freud appeared on the scene with his brilliant thesis on psycho-
analysis which violently shook the foundations of human thought.
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That man has got a sub-conscious—a reservoir of suppressed thoughts
and desires—was an eye-opener to many. Freud declared that every
little action of man—even his dreams, reveries, half-expressed and
unexpressed thoughts—could be traced back to his sex instinots,
People now began to look at things from a new perspective. Experi-
nients were commenced in the light of psycho-analysis, ‘Stream of
consciousness’ was one such experiment.

It 1s possible to trace back the origins of the exploratisn of the
consciousness to the Upunishads, to Shakespeare, to Wordsworth, and
to Dostoevaky., Thae famous sleep-walking scene in Marheth where
Lady Macbeth laid hare Ler guilty conseience, is a splendid portrayal
of the gub-conscious feelings. The complex thoughts of ITamlet, the
vietim of indecision, are also fathomed by Shakespears susaessfully in
his soliloquies. Word<worth exploited the same process in his Prelude,
an autobiographical poem  Dostoeviky disseeted his characters with
an incisive psychological penetration. Wo mav come across exeursions
into the subconscious realm in the novels of Samuel Richardson
(Pamela), Laurence Sterne (T'ristram Shaniy) and Henry James, The
last named, in his The Portrait of a Lady (1881) told the story almost
fully in terms of the inner life of his protagonists. His charaocters regis-
ter impressions rather than set about deeds. Charles Lamb in his
well-known essay, Dream Chiliren: A Reverss, gave us a olassic exame
ple of this method. There may be some other writers who experi-
mented with this process occasionally. But as an effective and full-
fledged technigue in fiction, it was oaly in the nineteen -twenties that
it became important. In the work of James Joyce, Marcel Proust and
Virginia Woolf, it attained perfection. Broadly speaking, we may say
that this was a simultaneous innovation made in Ireland, France and
England, by Joyce, Proust and Misa Dorothy Richardson respectively.
But Prof. B. Ifor Evans contends that the real originator of this tech=
nique was Edouard Dujardin to whom James Joyce himself acknow-
ledged his debt.

Some technical aspects of this method may be considered briefly.
Now, it is no longer the plot, charaocterisation, story and external
actions that mattered. The temperaments, mnods, fantasies, assooia-
tive memories, momentary observations and subconscious thoughts of
the leading persons in the novel assumed a greater significance than
before. “It is an axiom with this kind of writer,”” says Frank Swin-
nerton, “that all reality lies in the consciousness.” He realised that
the soul or Psyche is like a “a vast fluid, or even vaporous mass, wide-
spreading, far beyond the feehle village lights of our sonventional
reading of character, deep-sounding into our nervous animal organi.
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gation, into childhood.” Our 20130i013n333 which is part of our souj
does not procend lozically or coherantly, except at certain times and
for cartain periods nndsr the presyure of soma urpent practical need.
Ganerally it follows a frowkish association of ideas whese progress
canant b3 oharhel. The 0al is sinzularly indifferent to the past and
future, neat and far.  The exnients of this new technique also
believed that Psychs is tha focus of all our experience of life. In
thoeir thirst for fresh technical davioes, thev had to trespass the con-
ventions.  Tnstead of regularity of form they showed a “tendency to
deformalization”.  Diversity ani complexity supplanted the formel
uniforrity and simplicity. A eoatinuouy action seemed to them quite
unlike ordinary expecience. ‘‘Thoy feel that ths sense of life is often
best rendered by an abrupt passing from one series of events, one
group of characters, one csutre of conscinuinass to another.” So they
deviated from the convention of ohronological continuity, They broke
up Time into atomic bits and scattered them as they liked, whereas
the Victorian novelists “clunyg on to tha oulsalie anl olock”. They
believed that “Time has no positive quulity; its valas and duration
are relative to their fluctuating factors; one person’s whole life-story
may have no greater time-value than twenty-four houra in the life of
anéther.” This anaihilation of the tyranny of Tims necessitated the
minimisation of plot, almost complete elimination of action, and some-
times even the eschewing of thousht, which as A. C. Ward tells us, is
also ‘‘susceptible of a certain fixity”. But the consciousness remains
—bottomless and endless.

1f the destruction of the tima-factor is the sole criterion of this
technique, then Somerseb Maugham's The Razor’s Edge and Aldous
Huxley’s Eyeless in Gaza also belong to it. But this techunique is also
concerne d with, as James D. Hart puts it, “the depiction of the men-
tal and emotional reactions of characters to external events, rather
thaa the events themselves: as opposed to the usages of conventional
plot-structure, deseription, and chacanrterization, the action is present-
ed in terms of images snd attitudes within the mind of one or more
central figures.” That is to say, the mental and spiritual life is pre.
cented in these novels. Our thouzhts, nebalous and complex and in-
expressible as they are, are photographed as it were and placed before
us in the album of a novel. The inner life of man—the growth and
development of his mind and the glorification of his soul —iy much
more important than his outward movements. and. actions. It is the
quintessence of life. Other things are there only s a: framework.
These innovators do not specially oare about neatly: finishing: off a
given action, following it through to the fall. of the curtain. The
imagination has the faculty of filling up the gaps in an action present-
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ed in fragments, of getting the impression of an entire life fmm. 2
mere hint of the high moments, Though there is a want of continuitys
there is a sort of rhythm —chythm sonstitutorl by repetition, by re”
currence of thomss —inl a wave-like progress.

Genarally, tha nareation in thess novels is rhotorieal. Often the
real and imaginary

accounts slip into ench other like the colours of &
rainhow,

There is no clear dividing line between them two, so much
fo that the veader ix nt paine fo distinguish the one from the other,
It is said that William Taulkner uses italie

s for all imaginary digres-
sions.

This mixing up of real and imnginary narratives indisorimi-
nately, is borrowed from the modern ‘flash-hao
which is perfected in Germany, Russia, F
countries,

. . : ]
k’ technique in cinema

rance and other Iluropean

These innovators do not ocare very much for sentence

structure and grammar. They try to use words in their original pio-

turesque sense, and thev do not mind interchanging

a verb with a
noun, if it suits their purpose.

These navalists hava araat fondness for diskonances which origi-

nated in the svmhlist scho )l of poetry in France. The swift change

from the elevited and pontical stvle to the familiar and ironical.
APpears as a sardonio commentary

life. A similar effect
the real to the ideal.

on the meanness and prosiness of
ie produced when there is a change-over from

There is also n not-too-barmonious mingling of
tones as in T. S. Eliot’s Ths Waste Land,

There is vet another aspect—1the linguistic— of which Jumes Joyce

was the greatest master. Two or more words are taken and each is

8plit up into two. Then the split-up pieces are re-assembled to form a
new word with a greater significance.
linguistic donhle decomposition whie
Alice in Wonderland and KAward Le
Joyce's Work in Progress, a ch
ly is a product of reagsembli

This mav be called a sort of
h is evidenced in Lewis Carcll's
at's Book of Nonsense. In Jz?mes
araoter says ‘alcoherently’ which obvious-
ng ‘alcohol’ and ‘incoherently’. Adf]e.d
to this linguistic gymnastics, are bits of conversation as in Virginia

Woolf's Jacob’s Room which reflect the meaningless babble of our
modern society.

Now we may, in Passing, consider the work of the chief exponents
of this technique. Miss Dorothy Richardson, in her twelve serial
novels with thev<common title Pilgrimage, deals with the life of &
single woman. -Marce) Proust’s “Remembrance of Things Pazs,” also
in twelve volumes, seems to be a far more lasting work thau the for-
mer. James Joyee in his Ulyssss (1922) depicts the life of a single mt?n
—an Irish post and school-teacher called Stephen Dedalus—in Dublin
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during twenty-four hours. He tried to piotu're t?\e “obsess;o:hzfnt:v:
“P""g life” and “express the subzonacious in t.erma o
o ﬂ_""‘“t 1’? ﬁe takes us along the ‘Jow of nnages”m the con-
ae.et,hetl(" I’?::d shows us the “‘chaos of hum.:m exp.erit'mce ‘\:‘)ls;l me:.’ng
8010“9"91‘[? f episndes, incoherent, but still convincing. ,ysf ,
O o F?ench cr'itic, “js the powerful confused synthesis of
e fﬂmotm; disturbance, and all the quest for new fom'is, that
" 'the mf’" fh )os.t,-war iiterature.” Finnegan’'s Wake, \Vhl(,!h took
B E:; tE) complete, gives us a clear picture of Joyce s deep
"e""‘?t_e““ - t lin uisticA attainments referred to ear.her. A, C.
e, I“d' f ted sonnd echoes of sense-making phrases
M ushitmf‘:(’)m :?rsg to time, while the whole muay perh;?ps .be
o "“‘ff—; d as & kind of musical notation for the comm.umcf;mon
b?”(‘r ‘"0“?“ 'e:zeinonmmunica.ble in standard language.’.’ 1t is sz?nd of
:I)f pmftlll::t“l]n: })u;slled his technique beyond the point where it can
oyce
eefve the ends of art.

. ootsteps of James Joyce, a8
Mirs. Virgi.nia V?:;f :g:z;]:egd:nw?c‘;:efl\frs. lr))alloway in which she
far as techn.\q\lef n aristocratic lady in London dur.mg the course
portrays the life Oﬂzre is & slice of life bearing the impress of the
of # single da'y;, colour and intensity of the whole life whlc.h goes tf:
richness, va.ﬂe y’_n’ﬂ‘e moment, a whole life-time may be r?-hved .an
prove that, in a S]‘f :x lored the kingdom of the subeon.sclous w1thar
were. Mrs. .WOO aibil;i’tv in Mrs. Dalloway and To the L?ghtho'uu‘. }_ie
delicate poet‘-lc sdei?l counierpart of Joyce's work. Joyce's “h“acfe“—;
work is 9;’:‘60 deon's— are all normal people in the full possession os
also Miss ltwha]; & Mrs. Woolf depicted even abnorma.l types, such o
their faculties. ,;uslmn,}‘;‘in Mrs. Dalloway, whose sgonising story lea(?
Sept,imu.s \'Vf\.”":n suicide is really heartrending.  And Mrs. Woolf is
ing to his ThOT—l ‘%pnture. Conrad Aiken and William Faulkner bave
not alonﬁ‘ " t‘}ns. ue particularly suitable for the portray a} of atmor-
found this tec ”.“((]1 In one of Aiken’s novels, a man gu'ﬁ'e"ng from »
mal “at.es of mmw-re and feeling inferiority complex is shown. In
schiam " his 0 novel The Sound and the Fury , iliere are sape ar.xd
Faulknor's famos well as an imbecile and a victim of ruicidal mania.
mean characters &7 t of Mrs. Woolf with Jo yce: Where the latter
To return to the .cont,ms O i mtional”. she is “fuid, fcminine, im.
is “static, mas:.l(l)\llll;flb’,’ ego}?i; i)onh of thom— in fact, every one. who
personal, elel hi ‘techniquﬁ"am poets, or ‘prose poets’ as J. B,
succoeids With this hem. They are poeis in the sense that they
Priestloy «t‘;(;l:ldé;)c[zl;:n;)ca'tion of personality with personality, by an
e 14 . .
Zi‘t';:dst;zn of their own personality”.
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This technique is quite akin to surrealism.  Whereas the former
is generally restricted to the sphere of fiction, surrealism envelops the
whole domain of Art. The surrealiats or supor-realists, ag Waddington
tells uas, isolate an object campletely from all its normal ansociations,
and thus bring to the surfase of the mind a whole set of other associ-
ations with a peculiar emotional intensity. A work of surrealist art
has the “quality of a dream-image, when things are 8o often inoon-
gruous and slightly {rightening in their relation to time or place”,
Just as every one can dream and have irr
into an ‘unmatter-of-fact frame of mind’
a gtate is surrealism,

ational notions, we may get
—and the expression of such

‘Stream of consciousness' has weathered the storm and come to

stay. It is being used in other literary forms like the drama, the bio-
grapby and the estay. Elmer Rice in his The Adding Machine endea-
vours to project the inner workings of the mind into the theatre.
Likewise, Eugene ()'Neill in his Strange Interlude, tries to reveal the
subconscious by coupling soliloquies and asides,
characters are thinking, to the dialogue which they are speaking,
These soliloquies and asides are media for the images and reflections
which reveal “hidden half-conscions mntives and help to illumine the
contrast between the inner and the outer life”, In this respect they
are unlike the Elizabethan soliloquies which are often poetic decla-
mations and nothing more. As regards biography, we have Virginia
Woolf’s Flush dealing with the life of Elizabeth Barrett Browning,
Mrs. Woolf, instead of narrating in a straightforward fashion, told the
story as it passed through the mind of Mrs. Browning’s dog. She tries
to make us see the world as a dog’s world which requires a substitu-
tion of human values by canine values. ‘‘Smells and tastes are more
important than sights and sounds, instincts dominate thoughts,”

indicating what the

We have said that this technique has come to stay. DBut people
like Galsworthy are sceptioal about the survival of sny of the innova.
tions. They think, it is oniy the novel of character and manners that
will outlive these methods. We can only leave this

w B “imaginative
shorthand” to Time and await its decision.

MOUNTBATTEN AND KASHMIR
By P. KODANDA RAO, M. A.

In his book “Mission with Mountbatten”, M,r. A}ar} Ca:m;bgl.l-
Johnson gives a fascinating account of §Iountbacten 8 Mlsxlon ia nivl:s,
i ludinngasln’nir. As regards Kashmir, Mr. Campbe.ll- Q lnsqn g
mci' to Mountbatten for the fullowing steps. While pressing th.e
K;i(hl;:;n;ja of Kashmir, along with other Inlian Rulers, tol\rlxlalﬁegptzlls

ind about asecssirn prior to ths transfer of pover, ountba ten
oxe d his maximum influance to prevent the Maharaja from making
9""‘”.‘6 }“*1 'l).out accession withhus ascertaining the will of his peo-
i }.“S mm;i &t justancs, either by a plebiscite, referendum, or election,
ple " me} xr: be cons’idered ir—npmcticuble, by representative publio
s "f L hﬂ%‘eacondly, when in the facae of grave and imminent danger,
n;eeif‘l';%:;ra;a pleaded with independent India for help to repel th.e
: fadl o. Mountbatten pressed the view that aceessnor} of'Kushmu'
e cede India’s help. Thirdly, when the Maharaja mgnet.i the
Bhou‘d. priiocument, Mountbatten persuaded India to make a.umlate~
aclc:;:c‘:;);ration that the accession was temporary and was subject toI a
b ite to be held when peace was restored. Foarthly, when Mr.
p]-ebxscl'e isted that the plebiscite should be preceded by thfa suspen-
J'mn&h e ¢ dministration of Sheikh Abdulla to ensure an impartial
o 'Of‘tlhe;;ountb;;tben suggested that the United Nations shou‘ld be
'p]e?lsclte’ ervise the pleiscibe to ensure its impartiality. Fifthly,
invitec tol'sup nd Pakistan could not agree on the terms precedent to
when [“‘( l-l'Lt aJI\Iount.baM;en suggested that the dispute should be re-
the ph}m{llhe' United Nations as a third party. Sixthly, when the
ferfed tlz tr‘i:ns; gide-tracked India’s main complaint that Pakistan was
Un.lted f nnurmsién and concentrated attention on the conditions for
gl‘:t]t.:;;xi:lc;thé ;nd appointed ths Kashmir Commission, Mountbatten

e N0
:)ers‘uaded India to accept it.

Why was Moun!hatten 8o particular that in the.c.ase of K‘aaht'ni(;

1 the Ruler should consult the people before m:xkerg u'p his min
B e .cession? He did not insist on sash consultation in the case
abm{") zltl;(:;;ian.States. It is obvious that he was not influenced by
:}i:tr;z:nocratic sentiment that the people alone, afl('i not the Rulers,
chould decide the issue of accession. Did he anticipate or fear a
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difference of opinion hetween the Kashmic Ruler and his people? If
&0, woulid he have haoke up tho Ruler ar his poople? \Vfﬂ'” M().un(,f
batten and the Maharaje unaware of tho ovorwhelming influence '
Sheik  Abdull, in Kashmir or of his preforence for the secular demf.)
eracy of India as agains, My Jinnah's two-nation theory and Tslamio

: itieally chased
Pakistan? \Wera they not aware that Abdulla had politically <
Jinnah out of Nashmir,

sion? Knnwin;: Jinu
not the main, re

and Jinnah wept bitter tears ovor his EXPU.If'
ah as they did, were they unaware that one, i

ason for Jmm,"h'ﬁ cupidity for Kashmir was to avenge
hix defeat, a4t the hands of Sheik Abdalla? MTha Maharajeand Mount-
batten conld not, have been in any donbethat thae prevailing ntpre%”t‘
ative opinion way that of Abdulla and he would join l“dm‘. l‘Mhe‘l‘
than Pakistun, If thigy were aocondlict hetween the M whiarajy ane

Abdualla, it congy Oniv mean that tha Maharaiav wizhied to aceedo to
Pakistan, while Ahdul.]n wixhied to necede to Tudin,  If sueh were the
case, should yor. Mounthatten Lave baeked Abdulia as against the
Maharaja?

: . . of
Aceording to Campbell-Johnson, Tndia, with the full consent

. ia; in-
Sardar Patel, Put no pressure on the Maharaja to ncceds to I"(“&"ied
. . H ' if vl
deed, Tndia wvent 5o far as to assure the Mahnraja that if he dec

. . . : e riend-
to accede to Pakiatan, his action would noc be considered an unfr
ly act. Op the other hand,

Pakistan wag putting pressure on the
Maharaja to accede to it

» and even after Higning the Standstill Agree-
ment, applied economie ganctions to that eflect. Al the pu!l wes
exerted by Pakistan s none by India. If the Maharnja was hnm?elf
inclined to accode to Pakistan, there was nothing to provent him,

. e e Maha-
Particularly whep Abdulla was still iy Jail,  Nevertheless, the
raja would not muke up his mind,

Ca mphell.

. . ie indecision
Johnson blamed the Maharaja for hiv chronie inde '
and noted

batin the thyee Stated of Hyderahad, Bhopal and Kashmir,
which had nog acceded, (e Rulers and thejr peoples belonged to two
different relivions, ay if there was some eorrelation betwesn the two,
Tn so far gy religion influenced the situation, was it likely that the

Hindu Mahm'uj.x of  Kashmir would  hive preferred to accede 10
Muslim Pakistan th

‘ ) im Sheik
anvecular Tndia, particularly when Muslim
Abdulla wyg himse

Hoin fuvour of the latter?  Why, theu, did Mount-
batten use his MaxXimum influence, when ho was wiill Viceroy, t(_) pre®
vent the Maharaja from making up his mind aboat necossion wnt,hn'ub
a8 plobiscite? Did he unticipate that, in spite of Abdulla, the M_ushm
majority in Kashmir would plump for Muslim Pakistan?  Or, ‘]f(l he
desire it for other reason. Anl Qid Mounthatton himself advise oF

. . " "'umour
press the Maharaja ty qeeeds to Lakistan! There was a strong rum
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in Delhi at the time that Mountbatten had so advisec? the Mzhar:()]:
that th ni\l haraja lacked courags to reject the advice and t ere
e the' , withja Standstill Agreement. If this be true, it ?Z:i
e “fme and not the unfortunate Maharaja, that was.responsll e
?Im:'l”b:l’l‘x:::\’iv indecision that led to the subsequent tragic develop-
or 10 C ’

mmt}:vems subsequent to the transfer of power a.lso md[;cit.e;l?t tgz
J- :- as not likely to be in favour of acces.;smn to. akis .h .
e ‘:;~t()k)er 1947 Mountbatten was told in Delhi that Kashmir
e ?4:2(39(; by raiders from across the Pakistan fromé)er, :hned ;2:;
an ‘ v indi d in Pakistan. n
they tmvel:ﬁ(\i illtol?:; Itli,:iiii:af]\zl::il I?eoaadquarters notiﬁgd 'that about
o meSHﬂ‘:‘f l; rt‘rihmmen were within thirty-five miles of Srm’agar, the
ﬁve. ‘11()ll§/‘[1-‘T | mi;"‘ and more wore following,  The {\.T,»tharaja sough't
cupiral of ‘\]‘H;'.l 1<.) repel the invaders, Pakistan was in a better.po.ﬂl-
e el o }“'( . if only by denying passage throu(,.jh)hex" terrltor{y.
tion to help nt:;" Maharaja did not seek the help of Iakmta'n. He
Neverheless the if he had any good feeling towards Pal.ustarT or
would hﬂ"'e d(;m:} E:,) ;’akistau was uncoucerned in the tribal invasion.
Hastm::zzin:s lnd)i: for help, though time and terrain made it more
e tur
icult for Tudia to respond. . '
dlm(l\lflountbmten also must have realised' that Pakxsi}an ::: tge;::,};:
tral nor friendly towards the Maharaja. In fact, he e Koo
oag T . had lordered the Pakistan army to march mto. a8 '
that J“mi‘h ;r waiting at Abottabad to march in triumph mtg S.r;-
and was hlmls'eb he was prevailed upon by Gen. Auchenleck to ‘ eswd,
Luenn ﬂ“;int:;‘;e meanwhile the Maharaja had acceded to India an
o , ;
:)::;-l:b; legalised India’s help to Kashmir.

When the helpless and hapless Ma.h:tm]fm.a[})f:a:.]re]d[ 0‘t:)(l)( :::elzz:‘.
d India for help to repsl the invaders, Mou@ atten t s i:to
o “'”" hat it would be improper for India to send troop -
. V“f’w " . ’t the aceession of Kashmir to India. Without acces;l
Kﬂgh“'”r w“?“’“ ’ a neatral country, and if India entered neubxja.
o [\_““l“““”l tan 1 ful r, plead the same excuse and enter Kashmir,
o, Bl ms ] the vital difference between the two.
Ao e l“;ve (;vi:)l\?v:!:?:md before accession, Kashmir v'vas an
Cutonoms t”"“‘ g \F\)/uqlib not open to an autonomous Stvahu.to invoke
e ol o ﬁt‘utet;her ;xut()rxt)ln()us State in case of need,‘ without any
e ‘h“lf’ Ofr a'[t)r(:muc or by a temporary alliance and without acces-
P”’V'U“‘ ther, lndia responded to a request from t'he Ruler of the
o l'”'“he:’ i would trespass against the wish <?f the Rl,]‘er'
e Iakl:tmilnto South Korea was aggression, while American
No:th Korean entry :
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entry into South Korea was a friendly act. Insistonce on accession
at thiat moment as a condition precedent to hal p wag perhaps unneoecs-
eary. Even if accession had satisfied tho lozal conscienso of Mount-
batten and Auchenleck, it made no such impression on Jinnah, It
ouly provided him with a handle which he oxploited to the full against
India and Mounthatten himself.  Jinuah promptly repudiated the
accession as haved on frand and violence, and stuck to it, notwith-
standing Mounthatten’s protestations that the fraud and violence were
on the side of Pakistan, and not India,

Jinnah was influenced, not. by the legal implieationg of accession,

fihe Tidian Avmy and  Air Force.
noted horo that, according to Mr. Campbell-
Johnson, both Mountbatten and the Army ITigh Command, mostly
British, opposed on professional grounds the proposal to rugh help to
Kashmir, but were over-raled by the Indian Cabinat, which took grave
risk in doing «0, Butthe events justifiad the civilian

but by the military achievements o
Incidentally, it may ha

ag azainst the mili-
tary view. Mounnthatten gallantly acknowledged that the brilli
formance of the Tndian Army left his own S A

When, in order to statisfy

ant per-
© operations standing,
the legal conscience of Mountbatten,
the Maharaja acceded to the Indian Union as a conditin precedent
to India's help, Mountbatten returned to his earlier insistence that
accession should be conditional on a popular plebiscite. But, as the
rush of events did not parmit of g plebiscite preceding accession, it
should follow it. And, according to Camphell-Johnson, he persuaded
the Indian Cabinet to volunteer the unilatoral statement that acoes-
sion hy the Maharaja was temporary and provisional, and was sub-
ject to a plehiscite after normal conditions were restored.  Neither
the Maharajv nor the Indian Cabinet suggasted it or wanted it, but
Mountbatten did. Campboll-Johnson was positive that the legality of
the accession was havos 1 bonb, Nevertheloss, Mountbatten threw
moral doubts on it and parsuaded the [ndian Cabinet to do likewise,
and walked into the parlour of Jinnah, who promptly seized on it and
exploited it to the full, to the discomfiture and disappointment of
Mountbatten himself. Mountbatten’s insigtenc
windfall in favour of My, Jinnah, and his mor
of the Maharaj.'s accession was another. Foiled in his effors to oon-
quer Kashmir by foree of arms, Jinnah turned to his special brand
of diplomaey to secure the practical annulment of aec
down conditions to that effect, namely,

troops and the suspension of Abdulla’s
nary to au impartial plebiscite,

8 on a plebiscite way a
al doubts of the validity

ession by Inying
the withdrawal of Indian
administration as a prelimi-

Mountbatten touk yet another step to appease Jinnah, notwith-

standing the latter’s ‘impossible’ diplomacy. He offered that the
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plebiscite would be held under the superv.isic{n of the UInlge{d N:.:(:(())n:
ure its impartiality. But Jinnah insisted .tl?at n ian g
t; 0[11; be practicaily withdrawn and Abdulla’s administration suspen
:dou MounIt);batten then rea'ized that he was no long:;r a.ol:now.lte;i%gc:
. judicial third party wi
by Jinnah as a benevolent, neutral, an(.1 ju third party with the
uthority to compose differences betwea |
;:i(eiss::;y ﬁxi?lh; missi:’n as a bridge between the two failed. }i:
]ed, to the British Prime Minister, Mr. Attlee, to intervene, ¢
- d olite refusal. Finally, he threw up the sponge and passe
:ice;)‘:blz‘rx}: to the United Nations as the highest third party, with
°

the reluctant consent of Nehru.

Mountbatten suffered another defeat at the f?uIa.n((ii-ss OtfhP:l;:::t;::
i i jioinal complaint of India tha
ited Nations. The origina . . i
th‘:i Urrlnmitted an act of aggression which threatened mtematllobxfal
ne (;owas gide-tracked, and attention was concentrated 0;\- the gigtxesd
p'eac and its precedent oconditions. Mountbatten' wgsN l:.&[:f; inted
mt:t(,h the attitude of Britain and America at the I‘Jmte atio
jilndicated Pakistan and discredited him and India.
i i ia’ laint of Pakistan’s
ited Nations ignored India’s comp
e e rion and appginted a commiseion to promote the

i ression, . : : the
a?r;))'“t'et? ailihru indignant with disappointment, declined to receiv
plebiscite, )

between India and Pakistan.

With regard to Kashmir, Mountbatten’s missxgn wa:e:: :::t
ion with a plebiscite and to keep the peace an pmh o it b

e dia and Pakistan. In retrospeet, it would seem that, if be
betwoen mlbﬁeissed with the plebiscite idea, and had not pr.evented
had nt been'o from making up his mind about accession without a
the .Mf‘h“":::’ Maharaja would in all probability have acceded to
ple‘ilﬂcl“’],l before the transfer of power. His conduct gave roorP for
Indm'we het he had pressed the Maharaja to accede to Pakxst.m'h
the view .t :the latter’s wish. If even at the stage of the Maharaja's
much 'ﬂ’gam? the legality of which he was satisfied, Mountbatten had
30098910“110 the plebiscite and thereby thrown moral doubts on the
nori;:éeeangnﬁnality of aoccession, his mission might have been more
valid :

sucoessful. .
Jinnah would have greatly hesitatet.l to try an armid f:onﬁlc;
:th India then, Pakistan was militarily wea.ke.r.than ndia an
with o suffered more by the withdrawal of British officers. The
:(;E‘iiniu;:rformance of the Indian Army iu flying troops to Kashmir
r
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nfnl rolling back the invaders at the niok of time must have sobered
.‘Imnah’s ardour for a wilitary clash with India. 7Today Pakistan is
I a much better position; she is hatter equipped and has besides the
m(.)rul support of the Anslo-Amarican bloe, and may even get their
military support if the United Nations frown on [ndi‘n.

M : .
Tiom houn(t;ba’tte'n sacrificed himself, Nehru and India to appease
to b:w?‘-n Pakistan, and failed to appease them eithor. It is easier
158 after the event and spaculate on might-have-beens. But

statesmen juely iv i
: ixre ]u'\l,.;ml not only by their intentions but also by their
presoience in anticipating events.

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS : A SURVEY
By Prof. M. VENKATARANGAIVA, M. A,

Among the developments of the quarter, the conclusion of the
Japanese Peace Treaty at the San Franocisco Conference, the oil orisis
in Tran leading to the complete evaonation of the Abadan oil refinery
by the British and its consequent closing at least for the time beings
the denunciation of the Anglo-Egyptian Treaty of 1936 by the
Egyptian Government and the resort to military measures by Britain
with a view to enforce the terms of the Treaty, the admission of
Greece and Turkey into the North Atlantic Treaty organisation, and
the suspension of the truce tatks in Korea for nearly two months and
their resumption deserve to be noted. The quarter has also seen at
one stage the probability of an actual war breaking out between
India and Pakistan which, fortunately for all, has not become an
actuality. There is no change in the general world situation. The
crisis continues and atomic explosions are becoming as common in
Soviet Russia as in the United States. The phenomena assoociated
with the Atomio Age are taking a more and more definite shape.

The Treaty which forty-eight of the nations assembled ab the
San Francisco Conference signed on September 8, 1951 is an event of
great importance for a variety of reasons. Japan has ceased to be an
occupied territory and has once more resumed her place as a sove-
reign independent State though with reduced territory and resources.
She Jost all her dominions and dependencies, and even some of the
gmall islands which for ages have been regarded as part and parocel
of the Jspanese State have been taken away. Two criticisms
bave been directed against the terms of the Treaty—one that it
was too severe and one-sided and another that it was too lenient
and that the terms should have been harder. But both criticisms are
highly unrealistio. It is true that Japan has not in consequenoce of
the Treaty become really independent and sovereign. The Treaty
provides for the stationing of the American forces in and around
Japan, the lease of military bases to the Americans and the virtual
continrance of the American hold over the country—the hold which
was obtained by the victory gained in the second world war. Al this
means that Japan is as much a patellite of the United States as
Bulgaria, Roumania, Hungary, Poland and Czechoslovakia are of
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Soviet Russia.  Critics therefore ask, where do the independencs and
sovereignty of Japan lie? The question is relevant and one has to
confess that the Treaty itself is based on the American view that
Japan should serve as her satellite 5o far as her foreign policy is con-
cerned, and that she should not be in a position to remain either
neutral or work on the side of the Communist bloo in the ocold war
that is now going on. The Japanese are conscinus of all this, but they
oonsidered this position to be much better than the ocontinuanoce of
American military rule and have reconciled themselves to it. There
is also the large amount of internal freedom that they can enjoy as a
result of the Treaty. The argument that the Treaty is too soft and
that it enables Japan once more to become a great military power
and a source of aggression to the neighbouring countries, also contains
some truth though there is no fear that all this will happen in the
very near future. Though no limits have been placed on the extent
to whieh Japan might rearm herself, it will take a long time for her
to become a source of threat and agaression to others. With the loss
of her empire she is not in a position to get the raw materials needed
for her industrial expansion, and without a high degree of industrial-
isation she cannot hope to become an aggressive military power. That
she is bound to rearm hersalf goes withont saving.  This is the very
purpose of the Amerioans in bringing about the Treaty. It is their
determination to use the potential military resources of Japan in any
future war with China and Soviet Russia that has brought about the
Treaty, and such a purpase will not be served if Japan is kept com-
pletely disarmed. Another reason why the Treaty has been regarded
a8 too soft ia that it has not provided for the payment of any repa-
rations by Japan to the Philippines, Indonesia, Burma and other
countries which saffered damage at her hands in the war. Here again
American pressure and influence have brought them round—except
Burma which has not signed the Treaty. They can, if only they are
loyal to the United States, get any amount of economic aid—much
more perhaps than what they can expect from a defeated and econo-
mically ruined Japan.

Among those who did not sign the Japanese Treaty are India,
China, Soviet Russia, and those States in Central and Eastern Europe
which are included in the Soviet bloe. There is no need to go through
the arguments put forward by the Government of India against the
terms of the Treaty. But there is a real difference between her atti-
tude and the attitude of the Communist States. India is prepnred to
enter into bilateral Treaty relations with Japan, and negotiations for
this purpose have already been commenced. Though India had
serious objections to the terms of the Treaty, and though she did not
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rign it, she is quite willing to recognise its results an'd adjust herself
to them. But this is not the position of the Commur'nst S.tates. They
do not want to have any kind of friendly relation-shlp. with a Japan
which for all practical purposes has become, in t.heu' view, a depend-
ency of the United States. Here is what a Chinese newagaper t?as
to ssy about the Treaty: ‘“The peoples of South-.East Asia realise
that the Peace Treaty with Japan worked out unilaterally by the
United States and Britain holds in prospect for the peoples of South.-
Last Asia not peace but war. They understand that: only the unani-
mous support of the proposals advanced by th'e Sow.et Govefn‘ment,
their discussion by representatives of all co.untnes which partlclpa(':ed
in the war against Japan, and the conclu.sxon of 'a Peace Tr?aty with
Japan based on the declarations of the United Nations, th'e Ca.u"o decla-
ration, the Yalta agreement and the Po‘tsdan'l deolara‘tlon will make
it possible to ensure peace evervwhere 1.n }_&sm an.d will a.nswer‘the
agpirations of Asia The Peace Treaty axgr?lﬁefi still m.ore intensified
remilitarization of Japan and her conversion mto.an instrument for
carrying out the criminal policy of war s:?d aggression pursued by the
Ameriean reactionaries in the Far East.

What exactly is it that the Japanese Peace Treaty registers in
relation {o the world as it is situated today? 'Ja,pa.n has entered the
American bloc as against the Soviet bloa, t]he Treaty has added'to
the strength of American defences in the Paf)lﬁo. Talfe.n l'a.long with
the pact which America has entered iato Wlt}‘l the Phl.hppmes, 1}03.
tralia and New Zealand and also along with Amencafl ocontro o.f
IFormosa, it has given to the United State's an un.broken .]me. of forbl-
fied territories in the Pacifio on the Asu-m side into wfnch it will be
difficult for the Soviet bloc to enter. Thl.s completes in a way the
cteps taken by the United States to-bull(% up her Pf,oxﬁo d?fenoes.
There is no question of right or wrong in this ?onnaohon. The cold
war is a fact. It is a fact that there are two rival w_orlda. And the
Japunese Treaty is an inevitable step that the United States could
not but take to strengthen herself in the cold war,

Everv one realises that the Treaty has not brought l’efll peace'in
the Far I0ast nearer. It has not solved any of t.hose questions which
have created tension there. The dispute regarding F?rmosa and‘ the
representation of the Communist Government of Chfna on.the Secu-
rity Council are still there. Above all, the war cont;mues in Korea.
It looks as if the truce talks will be resumed, But w1ll.thfay lead to a
permanent settlement of the Korean question? This is doub.tful.
Neither party is anxious for a negotiateq peace. }E'ach believes in a
military triumph., Peace based on undisputed military strength and
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L‘:::‘mt;‘hizl;"::'\“e““ has now bscome the watchword of the Ameri-
and justics d{) X tvm“gly they h;w(a.ao.nm to the oconolusion that right
ho backed ot prevail out of their inherant strength. They must

sked up by forco. Soa poace in Korea will be possible only

when g . . . )
complote vietory is obtained in tho battlo-field and this will
take a long time.

e
. see

Arabwa:jl\; cn;l:mtm; mean.while devolope(:l in the Middle Fast or the
nery: and t.he o ’T dflven out t,he. B.['Itlish from the Abadan refi-
cause of dispute bO:a 19ation of the m.l n.ulustry which has been the
faot. Ol is (he 10 V'Veen [ran and Britain is now an accomplished
has rested with the Bricie, O of woulth for Tran; but its exploitation
doubt hs b ),G,- ritish Oil C(m.lpn,ny all along,  The Company no
was even willin I;L,\ 1 largie rovalting t'«) Y,h:.a Teanian Government. I
share half and iﬂof r(}O()}fl“ﬁe tho l.mm)“n“.ﬂ“ti”" of the industry and
the Governmentlw § ti o brotts wnh. the Tranian Governmont.  But
cern, and reduce “;‘}W Igo.rfmke the ‘,m.{“s”‘y a wholly national con-
employees [)ilvir; il e }”t“Sh t.echmmans to the position of [ranian
trolliné th’e w\},o]: lelr‘l the salaries they wanted, it is true, but ocon-
threatened that th concern themgelves. The British at one stage
their Tousl ard :‘e ,;(?’ wou)fl fight to defem.l what they considered to be
they dida - reqoi’h tnnm‘;@ mte@sts; but wiser connsela prevailed and
war not only in\lm, ;) m.ms, which would have meaunt the {laring up of
would hoee .1 J(l‘b in the whole of the Middle Kast—a war which
ave converted it into another Korea.  There are in England
xs:::’roer:tt)lrctse((i)ft(t)he L]M)')ur Governmant who feel that war should have
ing the Iranians ":nt,( thgt the GOV?rmnent made a mistake in appess-
thoir View th. J._s' as h“mbf’ﬂ'&m npp@sed Hitler at Muanich. It is
otr v tat British surrender in Tran iy today responsible for the
crisis In Egypt and in the whole of the Middle I;}ast,

fﬂﬂfOIl': hl:‘:(ie:jt:::‘::gi ;:“e .f‘i"‘mﬁ?n in t,h(‘a Middle East two or three
of the Middle F‘smt.’_‘t} man. n the first place all the onuntries
nationalism, Peo‘)lA ‘“ he whole Arab world —are now dominated by
external control ple there are not prepared to tolerate any kind of
P Icon TO ()'r mflnence. They want ta get rid of the last foreign.
The E::m?s}t: E:gz"’”:'}'r‘m.n in this case—having sny influcnce whatever.
want o exerc 1s; 8o aleo the Americans.  But why do they still
" exercise control over these couniries? Tt is mainly for strate-
gann::;a;(;;(\:.d t:?‘,tl}:_ no]'d war bct,‘w:‘.vn them and Soviet I.{ussia. they
l0av0 16ona (he ,:r . re t.lo stratecic importance of this area. If they
he nationalists want them ¢0 do—n power vacunm will

be ; . . ,
oreated and it will be immediately occupied by Soviot Russis.
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Communist Covernments will be established throughout this region
and this would be a decisive victory for Soviet Russia and an equally
decisive defeat for the Anglo-American bloo, Something is added to
all this tension by the presence of the State of Israel in the midst of
the Arab world. It is a State whose existence is anathema to the
Arab States. They are not yet reconciled to it. And if the Anglo-
American influence is wiped out completely from this area, and if
GQoviet [ussia takes their place, no one can say exactly what will be-

come of Israel,

Tt is thus clear that, in the strategic defences that the Anglo-
Americans are building up with a view to prevent further expansion
of Communiem, the Middle East occupies a dominant position. If the -
Middle East is lost everything else is lost.

This is the reason why the British have resolved on defending
theiv treaty rights in Egypt at the point of the sword. There are
two grounds of dispute in this area. The Begyptians think it deroga-
tory o their national self-respect that any British army should be in
ocoupation of the Suez Canal Zone which is a part of their territory.
Secondly they want that the British should leave Sudan, and that
Sudan should be incorporated in the Kingdom of Egypt. This is be-
hind their cry of the unity of the valley of the Nile. The British are
not prepared to yield on either of the two grounds. If the Middle
Tjast is important to them from the point of view of world strategy,
they must fight for retention of control over i, even if such a course
brings them into conflict with Egyptian national sentiment. National-
jsm they know is a strong force and has to be recognised. But in tho
modern nge extreme nationalism has its dangers. It is only some kind
of co-operative nationaliem that deserves to be encouraged. So they
hat some device has to be adopted which will reconcile the
Egyptian nationalism, which is opposed to the presence of foreign
armies in their territory, and the nationalism of the British and the
pationalism of the Americans which equally feel that, unless their
armies are stationed in the Canal Zone, there is no prospect of their
defending the Middle East against Russian aggression which, accord-
ing to them, is not an imaginary fear but a reality. With a view to bring
about such a reconciliation they have proposed to create a common
atem of Middle East Defence, in which Egypt would have the same
place of equality with Britain, France, and the United States, and
any army gtationed in the Canal Zone would not be a British army
but an international force organised for the defence of the Middle
East area. 1t would be something like the forces of the North Atlan-
tic Treaty Organisation under the command of the Americans, but

pay ¢

8y
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consisting of regiments supplied by all the Treaty Powers. The Egyp-
tians however have not accepted these proposals. They fear that this
would amount to joining the Anglo-American bloc as against the Soviet
bloo, and they do not like any such alignment. They would prefer an
independent line of foreign policy. Of course the argument between
the two sides can be carried on indefinitely. Can Egypt afford to
pursue an independent line of foreign policy? Can she maintain her
independence if threatened by Soviet moves in the Middle East? She
could not even fight successfully against a small State like Israel. If
the British withdraw from the Suez Canal Zone she might become
independent of Britain, no doubt, but she would, the next day, beonme
dependent on Soviet Russia. None of the small nations in the world
can stand on their own legs with the two giants Soviet Russia and the
United States, striding over the whole globe. There is therefore no
prospect of the British appeasing the Egyptians. They have already
begun the war on the Canal Zone, and if in the general elections the
Conservatives under the leadership of Winston Churchill coms into

office, more warlike efforts will be adopted to strengthen the Middle
East Defences.

On Sudan also the British are not prepared to yield. It is a very
important area for them from the economic as well as the strategio
standpoint, and it is their argument that the Sudanese have to be con-
sulted before they are incorporated in the Egyptian Kingdom.

There is one factor in the situation in the Middle East which has
added to the inherent complication characterising it. Tt is the attitude
of the United States. The Government of the American Republio has
not taken any firm line of action in Iran or in Egypt. There seem to
be misunderstandings between Britain and the United States. Even
if there are no serious misunderstandings, the United States is some-
how hesitating to make its position clear. She must be preparsd t)
shoulder the responsibilitiss which have so far been borne by Britain
If Britain withdraws and if Soviet Russia takes her place in the Middle
East, the policy which Truman has all along followed to arrest the
further expansion of Communism will be a failure. Tt is true that
taking up the side of Britain in the Iranian oil issue would have crea-
ted difficulties for the Americans in Saudi Arabia and other parts of
Western Asia where they have similar oil concessions; but yiolding to
the Iranian Government would also mean encouraging the Governments
of other Arab States to put forward schemes of nationalisation. In
this situation the Americans would have done well in adopting a more
positive line of action in Iran and Egypt which thoy have so far failed
to do. The sooner the Americans enter into an understanding with
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the British and the French on all the Middle Eastern issues the bet-

ter it will be. ‘ ‘
This is all the more neoessary as supplementing the aot:c})ln ;1‘:?111
they recently took in admitting Turkey and Greece to feom :ho
Atlantic Treaty Organisation, though the_ay are so far awa;y r She
h Atlantic. This was done in the interests of .stm egy.
o onths are bound to be critical. Everything depends on
e of the resumed peace talks in Korea and on the way in
the‘ ooullrse\Nar gituation in BEgypt develops. If the talks fail or if the
“rhwh't e‘n Egypt takes a turn for the worse, the war area c?f the
sltuatmﬂ.:l bgoome more extensive and the hope of a better life f(zr
o -vtn will become more distant. There is an old saying that.man ]
ili‘fl:an ?sn ‘ozntrolled by unseen forees and that .'ohe tt.'iumphs Wlinc;xl he
gesms to win by his intelligence arfs ouly' seeming triumphs, Perhaps
there is a great deal of truth in this saying.

Bombay,
Ooct. 24, 1901,
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with its special

ings of the Mitakshara, the joint family institution
a person and his

features—of property being held in commensality by
Jineal malo descendants within the third generation, of ownership
arising by birth, of the interest of a member passing on his death by
survivorship to the remaining members, of inalienability of property
¢te—had come to accupy an important place in the gocial economy of
the countrv. In Bengal, property was held in full individual owners
ghip in accerdance with the teachings of the Dayabhaga. Again, while
heirship was regulated outside Bengal on the basis of blood relation-
chip, within Bengal it stood linked up with the principle of spiritual

Tt was aleo clear that everywhere diverse customs were
o to the rules given by their jurists-

Privy Council that under the
o will outweigh the written

benefit,
followed by the Hindus in preferenc
<o much #o, it was declared by the
Hindu system of law clear proof of usag
text of the law.

The need for a “well digeated code of laws compiled agreeably to
the laws and tenets of Gentoos” had been grasped by Warren Has-
tings. The task was however impossible in those days, aa the laws of
the Hindus had not then been agcertained. In 1833, in the course of
his speech on the Bill which became the Charter Act, Macaulay had to
admit that codification was not then possible. He gaid: “We do not
mean that all the people of India should live under the same law; far
it. We know how desirable that object is; but we also know that
But whether we assimilate those pystems of not,
hem.” The policy was thus to
lidation, and finally reform. The
by Andrew Amos looked forward
f three codee, one for the

from
it is unattainable.
let us ascertain them, let us digest ¢
have ascertainment first, then conso
firat Law Commission presided over

in 1840 to the preparation eventually 0
Hindu, one for the Muslim, and one for the English laws. The Com-

mission appointed under the Charter Aot of 1853 however recommend-

el that “no portion either of the Mahomedan or of the Bindu law
1oh in any form by a British legislature.” It

1d stereotype the 1aw and arrest development

which, it was felt, must happen and would be desirable. It was also
thought that the Hindu law was & religious law and that & British
Jegislature ought not to deal with it. The agsociation of Indiansalater
on in the task of legislation and the advent of representative govern:
ment took the sting out of the argument. In fact, notwithstanding
the above considerations, the Hindu laws were by 1o means left un-
touched, and, in the words of a learned writer, “‘there i8 scarcely any
principle of the orthedex law that has not been eaten into either
wholly or partially by the ]egislature.” It is true that in the past,
to an oriental mind, a perscnal law appeared more familiar and

ought to be enacted as 8t
was folt that a code wou
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natural than a territorial law.! The impact of western ideas and
concepts of law has however come to be felt Changes in the politi-
cal, economio and social conditions of the country have had reper-
cussions on laws and brought modifications steadily if not spectaou-
larly. The case for roform and codification is strongthened rather
than weakened by the existence of innumerable customs at variance
with the sastraic rules. Custom was of value in early days in adapt-
ing primitive rules to suit the requirements of advancing civilisation
and pregressive opinion, particularly at a period when there were no
regular legislatures functioning. As was remarked by a learned
lawyer, “the vitality of custom today as a law making factor is a
myth,” inasmuch as its legal title to recognition depends on its being
ancient, which at the present time would result in the petrifaction of

outmoded practices. Most of the oustoms have outlived the conditions

and needs which gave birth to them. So if legislation is not to step

in to get rid of these outworn rules, to “ring out the old and ring in
the new,” Hindu India will remain in & museum of dead things. The
needs of a strong IHinda society require a fusion of their divergent
laws and their replacement by a single and easily ascertainable law

of property and succession uniformly applicable to all, without dis-
tinction of caste or sex.

The Preamble to the Constitution of India promises equality of
status for all the people of India. Article 14 provides for equality
before the law. Article 15 provides against discrimination on the
ground only of religion, race, caste or sex. Article 25 (2) expressly
states that the right to freedom of conscience and to profess, practise
and propagate religion shall not affect the operation of any existing
law or prevent the State from making any law for social welfare and
reform. Tt is true that Article 44 declares that the State shall endea-
vour to secure for the citizens a uniform oivil code throughout the
territory of India. This provision cannot however derogate from the
competency of Parliament to enact laws for Hindus, nor oan it serve
a8 an argument against the desirability of reforms for them. The
Muslims have achieved solidarity for themselves by the Mapilla Succes-
sion and Wills Acts, the Shariat Act, and the Cutchi Memons Act,
The Christians have achieved homongeneity through the Indian Christi-
an Marriage Act and the Succession Aot. The Hindus alone present
the spectacle of a house divided. The Hindu laws alone are character-
ised by wide and considerable diversities and are liable to be con-
trolled by customs. If Hindus achieved unity, then the switch over
from personal to territorial laws will become feasible without much

' Hall: Foreign Jurisdiction of the British Crown, 1894, p. 133,
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jolt, as they will ba strong af the barzaining sonater. '[.‘h_a infiuelr:cz
of law on the family and sacial lifa of a peaple and on their out :’0('1 ~
considerable, and, in tha widely diffaring conditinns of present 2y
Hindu society, if dissordant legal env.im.n'nar\hi ar(f ad(ladﬁ"oototnei;
sooial diff:rentia, thav will prodnca a distinetly c?ntl‘lf\lfml' °d 6¢ .able
is thus clear that from all aspeocts a reform of Hindu law is desir .

Tn undertaking the task, the only course to ado.pt, oonsistently
with the factors mentioned supra is to take whatever 1(31 mhostMproglr;sv-
sive and reasonable in the Mitakehara, Da.yf'mbha.ga and the ayult a
and weld them into a single body of rules. To allf)v:( ot:stom;;ydoasv;
to operate alongside of such rules wo.ul-d be unthin a.l e.. Lo do o
will be to consign some of the communities to perpetua Isocm‘,“ i
rity and to the maintenance of out-of-dnﬁte sta.nda.rds. -t vnlss(x)re} y
be~a betraval of trust. Legislation affacting H.mdu law since i m,'s
reconeiled most Hindus into thinking that their laws arel nc.)t,'scz.mm;t[rl;
cably mixed with religion as not to allow change by tegls:. 10(;1 nd
tha.t; there is nothing sacrosanct ahout th.em.. A sys.,emha, ised ¢ e
spenks at once in all its parts, not contradiotorily t?ub mf ar;nonyh&.
orchastration of principles. It means t.}.)e for.mulatlon oldru e: _0“
racterised by lucidity, certainty and uniformity and wou. ‘ ma sna‘{y
reduce the risk of injustice. In any sr;he.me o.f reforr}!?mk\.m()l en; ‘rl:a,b:
with the past should ba minimum. Antinomies of all mts s ?{;; o
eliminated. The reforms should be planned to promo @tso? Odm,;]
provement and economic sufficiency and must come up to m

standards of justice.

Hindu life in the past presented a bewildering array lof oonjuga'l3
relationships, from the highest forms of mono.gam‘y to t‘:le gro:se?
f polyandry bordering almnst on promisou}ty. The sastraio
fo:mS . rning marriage have been radically modified by leglsla.tl.on
e fre ti:no to ti:ne. What i3 found today iz an unattractive
e“““'t”ed fmrn~"sar1t rules modified by legislation and a mass of confused
o Of[air‘(;:tirs; of caste is no longer necessary for a valid marriage
OUSEO;X:S(-)f (13451))‘.‘ ‘Sagotra’ and ‘Samanapravara’ marriagas are made
(cﬁ:np:,mng (Ant 28 of 1946) Impotency has been helﬁ t(:) p;ezll:g:
marringe 52 Calentla [Veekly Notes, HZ'). Monogamy : st e;:a ;md
bligatory for men as well as women In the‘Sbatea of Bombay an
\ Bombay Act 25 of 1943; Madiras Aot 6 of 1949).  The law is
M'adms{ \ this last matter in other States. The Sastras had
dlﬂeregb (()r‘mnv td take a second wife if the first wife was barren or
'ﬂ.l(?we 8;md if diseased, with her consent. Legal justification was
Vlcl(;u:, for t;king a second wife, In the epa.o.iou.s .da,ys w.h.en Hindu
lnev:( ;as yet in the prooess of ascertainment, judicial decisions took
a
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the view £hat no such justitication wus necessary. Tha result has
boan to heve tvo atandards, ons Cor maa ond another for wamon. T
4ot i eoonanes with ondithiensd nublie nninion o tho provisions
of the Coratitu ion to havae suelh diTrent vacdsticka, 1t v uselul to
note that marringss oty oted by WHinbias wndar the Npecid Mourriven
Aok wra monosinomd anl m wwrinrey contrantol by nersons govern ol
by Mavomakkathavam gseong Gave e Yo s s by statute,
Tr thesn clraum b ey 1ha Aot Co b Bl has provelsd for omoan
gyny h-f‘i?l'}_ H(!H,L”y Ahlza e for mn and wrn n ali over India

Jurnls .
Surely thero e e no ohivtiin th o roasrn bl a proposal.

. Thoah TEatay in oanar g Dalieve thah Marrinee icn very saorail
l.n.t-.t,itu:ion and a ‘warskara’, a eonsidarablo seotion o nob have any
faith in tha coramonios of neeeiase. fhast has mavto deap inroads
and a martiags withont ohsorvanca of & ‘vivaha homam' or Saply-
padi’ wold Vot bavalits Bean the oo Cvine of a et ronad the
uock of tho bride in the Heesenons of an Mol i it ot witl snllice,
and thars i3 no neceasity for 11, predanse of aonriesr. There are 2lao
many Hindus who would like to marre withott observanas of vitnds
but vt'ho are unable to do co in the absence of custom. A purely civil
marriage is now pozsible for Iindus, only whon they marey s such
unde.r the Special Varriara Aot. Roygort tr tha A st 1tirast< howeyver
Cm‘t"”" special results.  Provision for a puealy civil form of marrinz
for Hindus sida by sida with dlivemie mareiases 1a thus a doagirable
step to taka.  The iLindu Codo Bill has providial ty that ellsen,  To
hen'o' a proviston, aluawetlier optional in ineidenas laaving it 1o the
parties to decide whathaer they would like to be married with all the

ceremonies and g . . . ) ) X
eaand phiu gy of marriaze as pra-ctised in their conmanity or

whether thoy v . .

t rthev wish to (reat, Marriags parely aa 4 sontrae, enn be open

0 1y Ay ESN [T . . !
Wa reasonsaote oblaation  Noyw that jnd o o ity marciaras hodhoin

thie direet s wall e o 10 .
t:e lireet s wall as vlireot order of enstes aee nlbawad, observanos
Of coremoniaa, it insiat iy .

s insiatod upon, mav bocoms a matrer of conflios ad

coutroversies,
1A » .

. .lhe Hinda marrtaga hag heony

mshitation. Ts has beoy poocrrcdod

With it it e . :
.K‘Ih ot eouid hardly ba disoneed thi abii e 4 where no formaiines,
Cither civil om oli . .

ver eivil or religious of aven

throah the vears o venerable
With grant saneriby, (,’u:lﬂi%ml'rly

) acandidimim Ll are obsorvad shoald
o . g o
HHnGe to b tolerated on the vemund of s vy merely, [ is an un-

fortunate featar RN - ) ‘ )
: e of Hindu law vh ot alonosido ot polygamy, concubin-

shouk A er i i
s e b have heen recogniaed ag carrying a legal status.
Neithicr relicion nor pyop

aira also
a b s . .
anty ean counfeaanco tho practice, It is ol o
l’mt”“dl““s ttat while amon s tie dwejas an Megitimate son does nort
tve rights is iny wi , .

ghts, hie is tnvasted with heritable capacity among Sudras. Tae

HNINDU LAW REFURM 297

maintenance of sach a distinction has no justification, having regard
to the facta of Hindu life, and is only irksome and irritaiing.  The
Hindu Code Bill, in <o far as it provided for the abolition of the status
of concubine and illegitimate offspring certainly took a step in the

right direction.

Hindu opinion in the past has not been in favour of the dissolu-
Divorce wes no doubt practised by a number of
Those communities wera however
look=d down as hoin g sovially infarior, Kautilya and Parasara among
iant writers had provided for dissolutism in certain stated eir-

but Hindu tradition had generally been againat the insti.

tution of divorce.  Novortheless, dissolubility of Hindn n'.""‘l'riagef’ be-
came poasible sinoe (865, when the Native mevérts Mazriago Dlifﬂol-
ution Act was passed. 1f ona of the spoua“:‘ in 2 Hindn marriage
aubsaquontly becams a Christian and f()“.(nved tho procedure prescrib-
od by ths Act, that person’s Hindu marriage could be dlssnlv.iad and
hﬂbh. the parties therato would acquire liberty to marry again. If
intrusion of divorce had to be resisted, it should have been done then
The vista then opeuod up has gradunlly gathered momentum and
there hiavo now heen enacted laws in Bombay and Madras (Bombay
Act 22 of 1917; Madras Aot 6 of 1949) providing for dissolution of
Hindu marriages. Divorece by custom is prevalent among large
sections of Hindus. Outside oustom, in the States of Bombay and
Hindus ean have dissolution of marriages by virtue of pro-
vineial legisiation.  The framers of phe Hindu Code Bill have, prf)ba-
bly nat unreagonably, thought that a uniform law should be.prowded
for all Hlindus all over Tndia. Surely the authors of the Bill cannot
ho charged with making an innovation. Whethél' it was re&ll’j‘ed or
not, the legisiaturo ag early as 1866, h"'ul sanctioned dissolution of
IHindu mariiages, even if it was only lllAm(lontaHy and on one groun.d
! Iy it not also desirable that divorce on altogether fantastio
only. ‘hich would be possible under customary law, should be
gwuf}d,s’ ) ml lissolution allowed only for reasons conformable to
Prm'”h‘l"o’:] l‘l':ll(”“("{l 0"‘ the whole the grounds on which dissolution
L‘::‘;“;):F“U!M u;ulu,r the Madras Act are !'?agonablﬁ. .Tim. Hindu
Co<ie Bill has addo 1 wwo other grounrls, the Wlsdo:n‘ot Wh‘mh is ques-
. T ne extent it may be dus to the anxiety of the framers
tionabte. To sor iof in the form of judicial separation.

t g 1 ‘or nMrimunial re:

0 plOVlde for 1 » .

’I‘l ig is 8 tVIlL‘ of I'(‘]it‘f which wid not f()!lﬂ" nacoilary at any fime. If
“S 13 " 4

the parties live spars for justifiable reasons, law dgfes ‘noc ?nberfare.
If living apart is not warranted, a d'ecx"ae? for resr,wfmofl is ;x.lade%

sh being the case, provision for ]q!iiclnl sgparatlon is a relief o
issgcful utility. Having provided for it, the Bill has sought to allow

bility of marriages.
communities by way of custom.

the ane

cumstaneass,

Macras,
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a suit for dissolntion on the oround that the othaer partv ha« naot
resvmed marital interconrae for n pariod of upwards of t‘wn vears
after a dacrea or order for judicial separation has heen passad n,g‘uinst
the vospondent. This pravision ia raally not wanted and it woull be
advizahle to drop it,  Disso'ntion of marriages ahauld he allowed only
to a minimum axtent, and that ton anly where tha justification for it
is of the plainest deseription and to allow it would he to promote
morality. Tt has heen antd that i¥ enstomary divoreas are abrogated
it would hit the panrer elassea, intamush aa the eheapnnig  and :axpe-
dition associated with sneh divoreos eannot ha had if divaren is to be
through court ontv. Plansihlo thonsh the argument is, it i danperous
to ncoept it Thore cannot bo a raising of the standards of marriage

if at the samo time crade divores customs are allowed to be perpotu-
ated.

The Inaw relating fo nralihitad darraas in marrives has often b .
come a matter of mockary., Tn th:orv at any rate, gicls wit' in five
degrees through the father and t':: va through ths mother should be
avoided. Custom has eaten so widely and deeply into the matter that
even marriages with the sisters’s dauzhter have come to be counten-
anced. It would conduce to olarity and certainty if the rule as to
prohibited degrees is raplacad by an enumeration of prohibitad reln-
tions for purposes of marriags eomparible with modern outlook. The
@ Hindu Code Bill has rightly attampted to give such a list.  Its iusist,
encs however on the obeervance of tha prohibited degrees also, sab-
jeet to any customs, and the aption it gives to a party to avoid the
marriage on the ground of vialation of tha rule are clumay and ocum-
bersome. Tf simplicity i3 to he achiavel as woll a3 certainty, the best
course witl ba 1o give a list of prohibita 1 parsons and not to insist on
tho observanee of farthar rules of prohihition,

The Hindu Code Bill provides for the rogistration of Ilindu
marriages,  For civil marringes regi<tration is compulsory.  Kor dhar-
mic marriages it is opltional, power baing reserved to n State to make
registration of such marriages also compulaney. No doubt registra-
tion will be valuable from the point of proof of such marriages. Tf
regstration of dharmis marringes is made compulsory, it is b(')und to
he vesented as an irksome roquireament.  Also public opinion has not
advanced 8o far as to appreciato the utility of the provision. Tt may
therefore be dropped so far ay motrringos other than civil are concern-
ed. 'Tho provision in the Hindu Code Bill for registration of dharmio
marriages already celebrated is also not likely to be received with
favour. Iy will not be proper to give a new turn and significan-e to
a marriage contracted by the parties under different auspices.
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The law of adoption as it stands at present is very unsatisfactory
and has been responsible for a lot of avoidable litigation. A widow
in Mithila cannot at all adopt to her husband. One in Bombay can
do so unless her husband had prohibited her. In other States the law
has taken an intermediate course. In Madras s widow not having
her husband’s permission may adopt if duly authorised by his kindred.
A mass of rules as the result of prolific litigation caused by this latter
doctrine have come to be laid down. Surely there can be no objection
to make the Bombay rule one of general application. Again in the
selection of boys fantastic positions have been revealed. The adop-
tion of one older than the adopter and of even & married man are
practices hardly to be reconciled with the doctrine that adoption is
the acquisition of a substitute of a son.  Also in the selection of boys
ful! scops should be available for feelings of natural love and affec-
tion, There is no reason, in that view, to prohibit the adoption of a
daughter’s son or a sister’s son in the absence of a eustom. It is also
salutary to prohibit adoption by minors. The provision in Seotion 2
(a) of the Indian Majority Act may be abrogated. The Hindu Code
Bill has accepted most of these principles. It has, while laying down
that any Hindu widow who has completed eighteen years of age has
capacity to adopt to her husband provided the latter has not express
ly or impliedly prohibited her, stated at the same time that a male
Hindu may suthorise his wife to adopt a son or prohibit her from
doing so. It may be argued that this means that the husband’s
authorieation is necessary in every case. If that be so, there is not
much merit about the provision. Again the Hindu Code Bill contains
provisions for registration of adoptions and a short time-limit within
which adoptions should be avoided. These are needless restrictions.

The field of inheritance is yet another part of Hindu law where
considerable reform is needed. o link up inheritance with compe-
tency to confer spiritual benefit is hardly compatible with modern
conditions. It does grave injustice to women in particular. At the
same time to make heirship dependent mainly on agnatio relationship
will be out of tune with considerations of justice and equity. Cognatic
relations are also entitled to come in. It is desirable that in arrang-
ing the heirs regard must be had to ties of natural love and affection.
The Hindu Code Bill has suggested that certain heirs like sons, widow
and daughters should take simultaneously. This is a step strongly to
be commended. That & daughter should take along with a son has
evoked strong criticism, This attitude is to be deplored. The days
when marriage was the only prospect for a girl are over. The appre-
hension that if the daughter takes a share it will pass into another
family is sentimental rather than rational. Also career for women
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has
irla afilc:'::'lyapr:f;:mztl feature and there might be a large number of
ncoasioned hy a dnurlo Tomain E{pinsters. Also the extra expense
‘]&Ughter-in-l‘uw bring iter’s marriage hias its counterpoise in what the
sure to be maintain is' and in that way equilibrium in the family is
share with & son iy : . Whether (,h.e daughter shonld have an equa’
ing to Manu, “a son x.nut,ter of detail, not one of principle. Aeccord-
equal to the son; and . ;’V"‘ N One.'s own self and the daughter is
then oan anothe; ok SOh ong as she is there as the father's self how
answering echo in evet e property?”  ‘The sentiment will find an
Hindn Code Bl per ery heart. The logical response must follow. The
Bill has alno Suggeategmﬁosed an e.quul share for the daughter. The
ween a married hdau 1 the abolition of distinctions maintained bet-
tively rich daughte gu er and > widowed daughter, between a rela-
daughter h“Vinémar z?nd a relatively indigent daughter, between a
oannot be justified @ 18sue and a barren daughter. These distinotions
It io oo 1:( at the presont time and have to go.
property hasabnee::umfe that.the dootrine of limited estate in inherited
the result of judici lpose.d in the case of women, The doctrine was
Mitakshara and a“’» ’"1800nce.pt,i0n about the importance of the
‘stridhana’ as inc]ug' nppmhe.““o“ that Vijnaneswara’s definition of
restrictions in other Ing inherited property may be the subject of
fore the Privy Coun P?rt;‘ of tho Mitakshara which wers not then be-
for independence a,c;(i he- theory of presumed incapacity of women
A similar prinociple exist th‘flr perpetual tutelage are no longer valid.
dence in carly i Xisted in Romun .and other systeme of jurispru-
Muslims women take:: and has been given uwp. Among Christians and
thereby. Even elmoPrope.rty abezolut.ely. No harm bhas bappened
take absolutely. I rll\% H'mdus' n the State of Bombay, daughters
property absol\;tel ) dlthlla’ » widow takes her husband’s movable
is competent to suirv&md can bequeath it, And everywhere a widow
any justification foxf ‘:rl: ° he.r estate. Such being the position, is there
for women? Except e continuance of the doctrine of liwited estate
way of justice bein Pdotradluo‘n anfi prejudice nothing stands in the
the doctrine. Tt his ne. The ']"hndu Code Bill has not maintained
That view is at one .&ccepted Yl]naneswara'g view as to ‘stridhana’.
more acceptable be slmple'..enhgmemd and discerning. It is all the
ascetio who Cou](’] beciluse Vijnaneswara was a great and schlarly
principles, or un'm;te r;ﬁted to do nothing contrary to Hindu religious
form would elimJinat.e part fram every other consideration the re-
with reversionary inte:e::sl.]s’derable amount of litigation by persons
T i ioi .
cally, }:]?}.:Iilzd;‘l ]o?nt family laws have to be treated even more radi-
stitution was based on excellent ideals, It was a study in
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co-operation. In the past, it bas played an important part in the econo-
mic structure of the society. The integrity of the family could be
broken by mutual agreement only, Family property could not be
alienated by any one member in any degree. On the death of a
member of the joiot family, his interest survived to the rest. Till
partition there was common possession and enjoyment. A woman
had no place a8 a sharer. She, as a member of the family, could
have only maintenance rightsa. Every one of these features has been
cut across. Any member may now by unilateral declaration sever
himself from the family. In Madras and Bombay, a member can
convey for value his share. With the passing of the Hindu Women’s
Rights to Property Act in 1937, even the operation of survivorship is
controlled and a wife is substituted in the place of the husband with
the right to call for partition at any time. It is also open to a creditor
to obtain a decree againat his debtor coparcener and attach his inter-
est in execution during his lifetime, in which case also on the death
of the coparocener gurvivorship cannot operate to the prejudice of the
creditor. Of the joint family institution the shell or frame alone now
The spirit has fled. The features that once made it unique
The large urban life of modern times no longer
he family to stay together. Competitive
way to different places in quest of a
living. Trade and commeroce have taken the place of agriculture as
the fulerum of society. Commercial pursuits require freedom to alie«
nate and facilities therefor. In such a set-up, the joint family tenure
becomes an outmoded ideal. The institution today is a stumbling
block to economio planning, and, exoept for sentimental reverence to
an ancient institution, there is nothing in favour of its continuanece.
The Hindu Code Bill has suggested the abolition of the institution.
Sober thinking will be in favour of the proposal.

remains.
are no longer there.
permits male membes of t
conditions take the members &

The rules relating to the devolution of ‘stridhana’ are now chaotic.

A set of simple rules uniformly applicable to all cases is & desideratum.



THE CRITIC AS ARTIST
By M. SIVAKAMAYYA, M. A.

Sri Katuri Venkateswara Rao is well known in
of Letters as a poet of the first order,
authors of Soundaranandam whose place among the Telugu classics is
assured, His poetrv is distinguished alike for its rare richness of
substance and exquisite workmanship, Tt ig a pity therefore and a

misfortune that his muse should have remained silent, almost mute,
for such a long time.

the Telugu world
eapecially as one of the joint

Listeners of Al India Radio
ably surprised when thev heard
Rymposinm, in Telugn, of artistg,
from him on “Thae critic’s experie

(Vijayawada) were therefore agree-
the other dav, in the course of a
poets, critics, journalista, ete., a talk
nce of aesthetic delight”, Tt was an
illuminating discourse, delivered in an eXceedingly entertaining style,
and incidentally dealt with the claims of the critic to the status of g
ocreative artist. In the humble opinion of the writer of this note, the
poet-oritic’s exposition of the nature of creative oriticiem is peculiarly
interesting and desarves wider publicity. A brief English rendering
of it is therefore presented to the readers of Triveni,
““The sensible world consisting of nature and the life of human
beings in society constitutes the basic material of every kind
. Of artistic creation. This world ia a b'end of truth and false-
hood, virtue and wickedness, happiness and misery. But
the artist gives it beautiful form and significance. He
eschewa the undesirable parts, modifies the disagreeable
features, fuses the material chosen in the fire of his imagi-
nation and invests it with a novel shape  Every work of art

is thus Necessarily an act of interpretation of the world, a
criticism of life.  There is no ereation out of ‘nothing’,

“If the artist interprets the world, the crj
the work of art. But then what is the value of this inter-
Pretation of an interpretation, this criticism of & criticism?
How zan it become creative in ite tu:n?

tio interprets

“Experience of life and contemplation of the world
the artist delight and happiness, That which gives him the
jov, that which he observes and contemplates, has form; but
his jov has no form  But he endeavours to detach it from
himself to con’emplate it in his imegination

give

and express it
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again objectively. Unfortuna,tel;_v th,e x'ne‘diu.m W'h‘mttfheus[:(;
ploys for this purpose of ‘expressing’ his ‘delight mh ord oy
that it might be ‘communicated’ to others and. 8 at('le e
them—Iline, oolour, sound, or word,—has only a lxmiteb clirl:xi-
oity for the purpose. The artist has to work under the e
tations fixed by the nature of his medium, however pe oot
his mastery of it. Hence the diﬁioul.ty, .the struggle, W

the creation of a work of art neocessarily involves.

“Ultimatelv the work of art is only a suggestive symbol
and m?b a complete representation of tl}e delight expene::z(:
by the artist. Every work of art prov1d.es on\y. the (rin uo
for aesthetic experience and not aesthetic ?xPenenced ;rrm:
Through the limited form, it suggests the limitless ag' hothe
less. It provides the doors and windows through w. 1; e
formless and boundless can be glimpsed and aesthetic delig
experienced.

- s he

“The activity of the critic thus begins just where t
activity of the ar{ist ends. Through the doors z;,mli1 wmdc;:)v:
provided by the work of art, the critio enters the refgh'ﬂ
(boundless) of aesthetic delight and t:here the range (; R‘
flight is determined only by his capacity and equipmen | n{
his previous experience, the contemplation of many exce :nd
works of art, he acquires the ability to recognise l:it onc:iom
easily the significant lines and fox:mn,. thoughts an e;nt(,)eauty:
sounds and suggestions. An instinotive awareness o outy
is always awake and alert in him. Through the \zor (:,het,io
he enters the heart of the artist and the centre of 9:9 otio
delight. There are no limits to the flight of his spirit in
boundless kingdom.

“There, his freedom is absolute and his .ﬂlg}.lt is detef-
mined bv the strength of his wing and the asp}ratlor t?: }l\lls
soul. Once he enters the domain of negthetlc d(; \gd s n
leaves behind the work of art ar.ld the arhlst—.thed ; ]eade}:-
which he has climbed and the friend who pr9v1de tfe a der
for him. His aesthetio experience may be d.\ﬂ'erenth_ro!n d
richer than that of the artist who set the wings of his imag
nation in motion.

“If he then attempts to give expression (form) tol his
sesthetic delight and suocceeds in pi_s endeavour, the result 1:
another work of art. It is a criticism of t.hp wo_rk .of ar
which has occasioned it, but at the same time, in .lt:s own
right, it is as much a work of art. It is creative criticism.

To this supreme category of criticism belongs 'much of the oritict'zl
literature of the famous English critics of the period of the Romantic
Revival, of Coleridge and Hazlitt, of Lamb and Carlyle, lt?d la:tef of
Pater and Swinburne. It constitutes one of the most irresistible



234 TRIVENI], OCTORER 19051

““rar.\tinns of English literature to Indian students. Lovers of Sans.
?:::] llll::‘?:vl;::n":;d the litoratures of the modern languages of India

) 18V come across anv suggestion that most of our criti-
cal ‘hteraFure is concerned with the Philosophy of aesthetics, the
:2:?:;?:::;);;?‘_Cla“m‘m“ml of literary methods, devices, ornawments,
oreative criticis;;mm]to a(?rnfa extent, but apparently of very little of
cription, the wili b ' th-m 18 8 wrong impression and an unfair des-
criticiem' andyo()m,ri}, e 'domg a great service to literature and literary
and culture amo, :{ll;mg to raise the lefvel of literary appreciation
city to the existin gb de pevple " the).’ bring out and give wide publi-
they enrioh it b g body of creative eriticism in our languages and if

y fresh additions.

of crﬁ;c::t; i:t‘;enkateswam Rao tho has 80 ably justified the oclaims

nature of ore t-° stat.u.s'o.f & oreative art and 8o olearly explained the

more creative :OZYB. eriticism, the A_“dh”‘ publio will feel grateful for

the field of creatil"cy on bie pact, either in the field of postry or in
ve critioisin,

V.N. BHUSHAN:

Poet, Professor, Critic
By A. K. BHAGWAT
(Lecturer in English, B. M. College of Commesrce, Poona)

V. N. Bhushan ig no more! The full implication of the news
I read dawned but slowly on me. Memories of V. N. B, crowded in

my mind as the morning paper fell from my listless fingers.

It was in 1937. We crowded in the compulsory B, A. olass, agog
with excitement and expectation that a new professor was to come to
lecture to us  As I settled down with the nonchalance that only an
undergraduate can assume, being too sophisticated to show my exoite-
ment, a portly figure, rather Chesterton-like in proportion. as he has
hirself put it, entered. There was the usual seoffing and jeering...
gome back-bencher whispered, ‘Dr. Ambedkar,’ and then the Profes-
sor slowly ascended the dais, glanced onoce at the class and began in a
low tone, “Ladies and Gentlemen, I am expeoted to lecture to you on
modern poetry. Unfortunately, the book is preseribed for general
reading...” Here the words were punctuated by a smile and then
followed a few neatly worded sarcasms at the University for presorib-
ing & book of poetry for general reading. The oclass responded with
a laugh—that agreeable noise “like & thousand bees at pasture”
clearly showed that half the battle was won. Class-control, the night-
mare of many a new professor was to be & sweet dream to V. N.
Bhushan. And soon the Professor launched upon a rapid survey of

i V. N. Bhushan: born at Masulipatam, 16th July, 1909: passed his
B. A. from the local Noble College; post-graduate student at Bana-
ras Hindu University where he took a double first in English Lite-
rature at the M. A,, Professor of English in Wadia College, Poona
from 1937 to 1943, Principal, Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan’s College
of Arts from 1947 till his death on 13th October, 1951.

Works: Poems—Silhouettes (1928); Moonbeams (1929); Flute
Tunes (1931); Star Fires (1932): Enchantments (1934); Horizons
(1937); Foot-falls (1938); Dramas— Anklet Bells; Samyukta; Mortal
Coils; Anthologies—The Peacock Lute; The Moving Finger; and a
number of miscellaneous critical essays and annotated texts,



236 TRIVENI, OCTOBER 951

modern poetry, thus lifting us soon to the higher, ethereal regions of

Mount. Parnassus.  The victory was now complete; V. N. B. had
beguiled our ears and captivated our hearts.

But he was to do more. To my utter surprise he called me after
a Weok or 60 and asked me to contribute an article to the College
Miscellany. I was flattered. This was a rare experience. Never
before had a professor stepped down his pedestal so easily and natu-
rally and broken the barriers that separated the teacher from the
taught. This was only a prelude to many a long afternoon and evening
that I was to spend at his small but artistically furnished flat, with
the pictures of literary luminaries looking down from the walls, lined
by bookshelves. 1 literally drank deep at this fountain of poetio
imagination and literary fervour. Prof. Bhushan impressed one aa
much by his keen interest in English literature as by the ardour with
which he spoke about literary problems and personalities to a mere
‘undergrad’.  Truly, if a University is formed by an association of
the teacher and the taught, here was the true University born. Even
in the star-studded English Department of the Wadia College of
those days, that boasted of such luminaries as Professors ¢ H. Kelkar
and K. M. Khadye, Bhushan shone with a radiance all his own., His
enthusiasm and ardour were unequalled and he had a unique gift of
inspiring others with a like spirit. Bhushan was a very successful
teacher. He has very ably outlined the difficultiea facing an Indian
teacher of English“in his article on Lafoadio Hearn: “The task of
teaching English to Easterners is fraught with many difficulties.
Through the medium of a language not our own, we have to be
acquainted with and initiated into literature alien to us in every way.
The barriers of race and the differences in national tagtes and tem-
peraments are indeed difficult hurdles. Tt is not everyone who can
surmount these and make the teaching of English a success.” Tt was
his love for literature and literary problems, coupled with an ardent
desire to make his studenta share it,that made him a successful teacher.
If his style at times smelt of the lamp, it was relieved by flashes of
his poetic imagination that enlivensd the dead matter of a mere

leurned exposition. A romantio at heart, he was at his best in teach-. -

ing such authors as Charles Lamb, Shakespeare, and the romantio
poets.

As a critio, Prof, Bhushan will be remembered chiefly for his
championship of Indo-Knglish literature. To the typiocal objection of
sceptics who cannot understand why Indians should write English
poeiry, his answer was, “If you understand Indians teaching Eaglish,
you must understand them writing English.” In his review of tho
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Indian contribution to English Poetry published in the British Annual
of Literature in 1939, he says: “The wcret of all these handicape (of
Indian writers of verse in English) is the crusade against the poets for
their sin of writing in English. The Indian crusader has to remember
the fact that centuries of attachment and appreciation has -aade
English almost our tongue, and that it will be our loss if we forsake
English language and literature,” and again, “The question of the
possibility of Indians achieving sufficient mastery over English to
enable them to be successful writers of verse in the language is now
an exploded myth. The writings of some of our common countrymen in
the past, as well as in the present, are eloquent answers to the charges
of glib-tongued eritics.” And yet he strongly opposed the view put
forth by some ‘Anglophiles’ to make English India’s national language.
I remember his vigorous attack on such a view when he presided over
a lecture by a certain eminent member of the Servants of India
Society.

He brcught a very keen, eritical mind to bear on literature and
literary problems, and bis miscellaneous critical essays cover a very
wide range of subjects, where he handles almost all the varielies
of eriticism—comparative, historical, interpretative and appreciative.
One of his most significant and original contributions is his illuminat-
ing essay on “Elia on Childhood and Children” in which he very
successfully brought to light the many observations of Lamb on child
hood and children. Another essay of great merit and originality i
his “A possible Postic Retort”, contributed to the Humata (Bombay)
in 1939, where he has with great scholarship convincingly put forth the
Lhypothesis that “Browning intentionsally intended his Kab'i Ben Ezra
to be a sort of reply to the supposed epicurean gospel contained in
Fitzgerald’s translation of Omar Khayyam’s Rubaiyat.” His “Pegasus
in Caps and Bells—A consideration of Light Verse,” shows his keen
appreciation of the sprightly humour of light verse. His exposition
of Shelley’s personality and poetry shows him to be a master of
appreciative ecriticism. His style in these essays varies according to
the subject. At times it has extreme simplicity and directness while

* on occasions it glows with poetic fervour and throbs with emotion.

But Bhushan was much more than a painstaking scholar and able
interpreter. He was himeelf & great creative artist “‘a poet worthy
of the privilege and burden of poetry’” and as such had won the
highest meed of praiee from such authborities as Tagore and Sorojini
Naidu, Edmund Blunden and Lawrence Housman, Ernest Rhys and
John Galsworthy, to mention only a few. In many an intense lyrie
Lie sings of the *“colour-fed glory and gladness of life’ and donates the
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render witl il i " divi i

r ;; voa vital thrill of divioe tlvllgllb. Bhushan is a lyrio [)16f
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g:::dh:}l‘f.known.and the yet unknown
S ]eaeu; mysmo .aloofnesq ones for all,
That o p to life with the language
nows not the contradictions of ephemeral things |

As a tru : .
world's sordid(5 rl;;r;]-?-nh,?' h.m muse soars “far ahove the slush of the
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Tf one of the secrets of great postry is memorableness, Bhushan

has a number of lines, which, according to Dr. S. Iyengar, are “ecom-
pact of beauty and hence one loves to repeat aloud”, lines like:

Far above the slush of world’s sordid beauty...
The sceptred symbol of hidden romance...
Ventriloquist moans of the gurgling world...

An argosy of magic merchandise...
A wonder-sense of sweet womanliness...

One has only to read lyrics like ‘The Pilgrim’, ‘Fallen Gods’,

‘Confidence’, ‘Snow and Man’, ‘Lesson’, to realise with Mr. V. de Sola

Pinto that “Mr. Bhushan is a lyric poet with real vision and origi-
nality and gives English poetic forms a new charm and freshness by
adapting them to the expression of Indian imagination and mystical
Mr. Bhushan’s poetry opens up a new field of vision for the
deserves to be better known in Europe.” I can
onal tribute to one who had been “a friend, philo-
b the hope that somebody worthier than I would
spreading the ‘exotic strangeness and exalted
lyrios and thus enshrine him among the eleot.

thought.
English mind and
only close this pers
sopher and guide” wit
take up this task of
thought’ of Bhushan’s
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