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MENESTRIN CAPSULES

How do Menestrin Capsules prevent pregnancy ?

This question is often asked by some members of the medical profession. The oapeules
gontain ingredients which excite menstrusal cycle {n a dormant uterus. The ﬂabby and the atonig
condition of thg muscular wall of the uterus adds to the sodden condition of the endometrium ang
{avours the stagnation of Sperm resulting in unheal thy ﬁregnaucy in’ debilitated women,

The plain answer was put to tegt by eminent icians
physicians who are to-day pregoribing the
capsules to their lady patients who dread pregmancy. To be sure of agtion the capsules should
be administered on the very day when the expegteq menses did nok appear.

To be quite sure of mction the capsules should he ndministersd. & week before expeoted
menstrual oycle, SR D

Avallable at selested Chemists in Madraa :
" MANUFACTURED AT THE ORIENTAL RESEARCH LABORATORY,
Vepary, MADRAS. ‘
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Hon’ble Gentlemen,

As the matters connected with the
Madras Medical Council Elections held
in 1946 have been made as the basis for
smending the Madras Medical Regis-
ration Aot and as the very first non.
official President of the Madras Medical
Council has been made the target of
attack, basing on a confidential report
submitte. by a Special Officer appointed
with no legal authority by the Govern-
ment, to conduot an enquiry regarding
the conduct of such eleotions, I feel
bound to make the following represen-
tations to you, both in my intereat bat
more in the interest of Legislature as all
that was stated on the floors of the
Legislative Assembly and Council to
justify the Bill by the Ministers is far
from facts and cannot be made a back

ound for amending the Medical Act as
wed by the Government.

I will now briefly state what happened
during the elections before and after.

The elections in question to the
Madras Council were held in October
1946 and seven candidates were declared
elected by the Returning Officer who
wae the Registrar of the Madras Medical
Couneil.

On 6th November 1946 six defeated
candidates sent by post a letter to the
Registrar, asking Lim to circulate to the
members of the Madras Medical Council,
a memorandum of objestions to the said
elections and to summon an extraordi-
nary meeting of the Council to decide

. $he validity of the elections.

Under rule 19 of the rules made
“for the subsequent elections’®’ under
whioch oategory the elections in question
fell, “The Council may of its own
motion or an objection made, declare
any election that has been held to be
void on account of corrupt practice or
- spy other sufficient cause and may ocall
5 A, t:he eg;torste to make a fresh
Mn pn, The decision of the Council
gadu this Rule skall be final,”

,

£
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Though the memorandum of objec-
tions (Annexure No. 1) was purported
to be made under rule 19, it was not
directly addressed to the Medical
Council but to the several members of
the council through the Registrar and it
began with these words ¢ We deem i
our duty to bring to your notice the
following for favour of your kind consi.
deration and digposal in the manner
equity and justice demand "’ and ended
with the words < It is therefore
requested that the Council may be
pleased to take up the matter for
detailed enquiry and do justice in the
interests of the profession.” There was
no allegation of any kind of corrupt
practice against any of the elected
candidates, There was no allegation
that the election of any elected candi.
dates was void or that any of the defea.
ted candidates should have been
declared elected. There were seven
elected candidates but only six objectors
who could displace even if all of them
were declared elested. Thers were
allegations of certuin irregularities in
the electoral roll and in the conduct of
elections but there was absolutely no
allegation that the irregularities sub-
stantially affeoted the result of the
elections. The alleged irregularities
affected all the ocandidates equally
whether defeated or succeseful and in
the absence of an allegation that the
irregularities were such as to substan-
tially affect the result of the elections,
no election could in law, be sef aside at
all.

The Memorandum was either a
request to the members of the Medioal
Council to take action suo mofo under
rule 19 of the Rules or was an objection
petition to set aside an slection under
that Rule. In either case, it was totally
unsustainable on the face of it for the
absence of any allegation of any corrupt
practice or that there were such
material irregularitios as affected the
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result of the elections It was li

, : . as 1
be summegily rejected - fable to

The couf¢R * hewever

e toullch ver  caref
e{:riulr§d intS each and every one of‘fcltlfz
ni,;t-lga‘t.nons in the memorandum of
;‘T\:.’,t'(}tlons and duly recorded on 25th
~ovember 1946 the following rssolutions

. .
we“The Council after going through the
;”)J;zzottf:.ndum and explanation of the
v ur.umg'O_Jfﬁcer, Mr. Kuttappa and
?" Jer examining him, is of opinion that
y:{gre are 1o grozmds for allegations of
corrupt practice or any other sufficient
case to set aside the elections.”’

It will be noticed that the deoision of

the ¢ i
the lgg).un(:ll follows the language of

It must also be state
the Presid.ent and other Sixt}:;lgm[zgrssegf’
the Couneil, the successful candidates
did not take any part, in the delibora
tions of the Council. The resolutio.
was proposed by Dr. J. C. David r:
presenting the Madras University ’wh(;
rcoently retired as Surgeon-Genera’l and
scconded by Capt. M. G. Kini, member

representing the staff of St .
College (Annexure 1), anley Medical

As under Rule 19, the decisj
‘ I R eci
f‘/ounml was final, one Woalll(l)(rll 0{1258
tiought that at this stage there w .
end of the matter. e

During  Prakasam’s Mini
dgf_e'ated candidates apprl(])fggd :g:
Minister concerned to re-open th
T)'ztter. An advocate member of th:
Agsembly, Sri N. 8. Varadachari re.
T)Yre.sented the defeated candidates
Neither the Minister nor the Gover :
ment have appellate or revisionralui
zluthor.lty. over a decision of th
Council in an election matter ang
the Government themselves admitt d
on 3rd February 1947 on the floo ef
the Madras Legislative Assembl] tl};O
u’nder the Act and the rules f{a. ¥
thereunder, the decision of the Coume'dl
was final and they had no ri htm31
interfere. (Annexure 3.) But gtf h
bout the middle of 1947 duringgma. r((i)m
hlinistry, the Government had “per.
sistengly passing one illegal order alf)t?r.
another on the matter, in total digre Bcli
of the clear provisions of rule 19 gard
the repeated representations madea%
them by the Council and its Presidentt’.
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. \ 2
pointing out the y14 ]

C 0 ra vires cha
their action as per the legalr::;fie;i:x{

obtained b .
(Annexure 2)“.7 the Medical Counoil

The complaints referred to
(Iixoxi 2313, P.H, dated 4th fufi‘(’i?;'f
hadqe};(ure 4) on which the Governmeng
e ?en acting are known only to
nicated oithor o the Moo Goeritls
0 the Medical Counci
ith: elected candidates. The la‘ttermivg:
gnorant of what those representations

were, when the
roliof thoy cla.im{ad?vere made or what

‘70{;11 thzir order No. 1448 P, H. dated
aover pril 1949, (Annexure 5) the
Gov nment, purporting to act under
; 1.;(:1 iiz‘:;e2d2 giﬁt:él: A:t, appointed a retired
P to o i i
representations made b;q]g:eD u{;;ovthe
g:fp; é\tx;‘d ({éhers in a Mem'ora.nds!t:
e ovember 194
Medical Council mentionj o e
entioning oertai
alleged corrupt practices eto.,gnd rt:p?)lr!:

his findings to ¢
of the Ay mnshsh(igrfnment. Sec, 29

If at any time it shall appear to thg .

Governor in Cowncil il He Conncil has
neglected to exercise or has exCeédad or
abused any power conferred upon
under this Act or has neglected to pe;.
form any duty imposed upon it p thi

Act, the Governor in Council may ny 1 o
the particulars of such neglect exceO o
;b’{;setto the Council; and; if tlle COZZ:ZZ‘

atls to remedy such

abuse within such timen egiefi;ﬁzesf? od
by the Governor n Council in thi o
halfthe Governor in Council mans v
the purpose of remedying such Zé Zfotr
excess or abuse, cause any of the pé]ulecr,
and duties of the Council to be exercig (;
and performed by such agency and fir

Uch pe iOd as the ;
vernor )

cle:Iz;lrlle action of the. Government wag
Medic);. | wathqnt jurisdiction. The"
into and osaflszle}dhig %lre'a('iy Taduired
memorand}lm in questi::fswll:: g:d flt(l)z
Lleglgoted 1t8 duty to decide on it, nor
ad it any way abused its powex"s in

- decidi i i i
Py d;llg‘qn it. The Council had dJdone

ket s

Seotion 22 of the Aot has

[

W
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nothing to do with election proceedings
or anything done under the rules. If
it were to be conceded for the sake of
argument that the Government had
power under Section 292, they had no
power under the latter section to order
an enquiry as they did. Ian G. O. No.
3192 P. H. dated 8th September 1949
(Annexure 6) the Government them-
golves have stated that the Council
after going through the me_momndum
of objections and explanations of the
Returning officer, expressed its opinion
that there was no sufficient cause to seb
aside the elections.” Therefore what
the Government said in the very G. 0.

" that the Council had neglected its duty

and abused its powers was incorrect.

The Special Officer appointed under
G. O. No. 1448 P. H. dated 20th April
1949, appears to have treated his onquiry
as one arising on ‘‘an election petition
for in one of his letters to me (dated 31st
May 1949) he stated «Since Dr, D.V.Ven-
kappa and five others have filed a peti-
tion before the Government challenging
the validity of the return of yourself

and six others, etc and since you are in
the position of a respondent entitled to
appear before me eto’ In a notice

dated 1st June 1949 to Dr. P. 8. Srini-
yasan another elected candidate, the
special officer enclosed ” copies of the
petitions * filed by Dr. D. V. Venkappa
and others and stated. If you do not
appear at the enquiry on the 14th June
1949 the enquiry will proceed exparte.”
The s0 called petitions which had been
enclosed were (1) a letter by Dr.
D. V. Venkappa alone dated 27th Octo-
ber 1946 to the Returning officer to post
pone the declaration of the results of
the elections pending final orders in
the matter by the Government.
(2) another letter dated 380th October
1946 addressed to the Minister for
Public Health for stay of the result
of the elections. Thus the petitions on
which he purported to enquire into
were not for declaring any election to
be void. The Government went to the
extent of framing a new rule empowering
themselves to appoint any person or
persons to exercise the powers and
functions of the President or the
Registrar under the rules (Annexure
6.) Whatever might be the justifica-

R
tion for the rule passed by ‘the Govern-
ment on the 8th September 1949, it wus
absurd and against justice and fadirpley
not to mention, the public morality to
make it applicable with retrospecive
effect to the disputes of elections held
in October 1946.

The Government had been showing
so much persistency in a wrong can:”.
1f defeated candidates wished to s
aside the eélections, it was for them Ly
appropriate proceedings to geek to <o
go. If thoy thought that the Medical
Council which was the tribunal fur
setting aside the elections had aob
exercised a jurisdiction vested in it and
neglected to perform its duby, Uiy
could have moved the courts of law io
compel the council to do its  duty.
Instead of their being allowed to ssug
their remedies in whatever manner, w:3
open to them, the Government did 1.0
it on themselves to contest the validily
of the elections and waste their timo
and tax.payers money by taking up ti.o
side of the defeated candidates and toox
various illegal, indirect and circuiu-
venting steps and had placed themscives
in an invidious position. Three yci: s
did elapse from the date of electic.s
sought to be set aside. The membor3
elected had taken partin the procsc-
dings of the Medical Council which
would all become open to attack if tho
members were to be declared not having
been duly elected. There is no provi-
gon in the Act which says that the
proceedings of the Medical Council
could not be deemed to be invalid Ly
reason of the presence at its meetings of
members not duly slected to it.

Having stated above what transspi:cd
botween the Government and-the Mudi-
cal Council in regard to the Medicu
Council Elections, I will now briefly refor
to the confidential report of the Specixl
Officer appointed by the Government
under G.0.No. 1448 dated 20-4-49.

On or about 31.5-49, the seven memi::is
of the Council, who were the scveu
successful candidates received notices
from the Special Officer, asking them to
appear before him as respondents to o
petition filed before the Governmeui
challenging the validity of their return
as duly elected to the Madras Medicul



4

Council. None of the members appeared
before him as they, along with the
Madras Medical Council, after takin
legal advice, were of opinion that tha
enquiry was illegal and unconstitutional.

Apart from the oral evidence deposed
by the interested defeated candidates and
two disgrunted Registrars of the Madras
Medical Council and some clerks belong-
ing to the cffice of Surgeon-Genaral
there was no evidence worth noting
nor was there any documentary evidence
before the Special Officer excepting the
contents fonnd in the Ballot-Box. No
where it is said in the rules on elections
that the election records should be
placed in the Ballot-box by the Return-

ing Officer. The relevent rule 16 runs
thus :—

“Upon the complution of the counting and
after the result has boen de

! Adared by him, the
Returning Otficer shall seal up the voting papers

aud all other documents relating to the clection
and shall retain the swime for o period ofsixmontl) g
and thercafter cause them to he destroyed ”

The Government had the box removed
from the Medicel Council office to
the Secretariat under coercive threats
just a few days before its contents
had to be destroyed under Rule 16,
of Election Rules. This the Govern.
ment did under instractions from
the defeated candidates, The box was
delivered at the Secretariat on 8-5-1947
and the Medical Council seals over the
8lit of the box were found intact as
certified by the Assistant Secretary
Public Health Department. The box
was lying on the verandah next to the
office room of Public Health Secretary
from May 1947 to June 1949, for over two
years. At the time of opening the box
by the Special Officer he found as stated
by him in his report ¢ a small tear in
the paper pasted over the slit and one of
the seals got broken.” The cause of the
broken seal was attributed by the
Speoial Officer in the following words
* perhaps as a result of handling by
several men during the transit, * ‘This
colourless description of the box might
be compared to the statement made to
me on 6th July 1949 by the then Regis.
trar also a Government pensioner,

* President, Sir,

As instructed Ly you,
your letter to the Special O
day. He permitted me to

I delivereq
fficer yester.
be present ip
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the enquiry hall when the Ballot Box
Wwas opened and its contents examined.

Condition of the seals :—There were
tWo tapes placed cross wise at the end
of which the Council office, seals were
afixed. The seals on the tape across
the slit in the Ballot.Box were intact.
The seals on the top along the slit were
broken. At one end the Secretariat séal
Was superimposed over the Council seal
but at the other and there was no seal
at all. There wero two tapes with the

8eals of the Secretariat fixed diagonally
and they were found intact.

. Condition of the slit:—Brown oart-
ridge paper had been pasted completely
over the slit. A portion of the paper was
torn, so that anybody could insert some
covers into the box; but to remove any-

thing from the box would have been
difficult.

Beal over the lock :—This was intact.
One of the keys in the bunch with me
fitted the lock. So I gave that key to
the Special Officer and the padlock was
opened with the aid of this key,

A statement about the condition of
the seals and the paper paswd over the
slit was prepared by the Special Officer
and signed by me and Dr. David and
Dr. Cherian who were specially invited
%o be present by the Special Officer,

An inventory of the contents of the
box was then prepared as there was no
lnventory in the box. The only notice-
able feature about the contents was that
there were some loose covers and the
twine used to tie up the covers in a
bundle was found lying loose in the box.

An attempt to total up the votes
Polled by each candidate was made; but
the results were not correct, As it was
already 3.15 p. m. the enquiry was

adjourned after sealing the padlock of
the Ballot-Box, »

8p. K. RaMunNi Navan,

Registrar.

N. B:—The then Registrar did draw

3 picture of the position of the seals 0B
the Ballot-Box and in that picture
Overnment seals were marked as‘ 8’ 88
Agalnst 4 seals of the Medical Counci
arked as One such Counocil #e
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erimposed by the Govern-
;z::e;?;lﬁupThis I()?rovernment: P‘ein]sui?sr
was the Registrar of the Counclnct.u rog_
the acute stage of the Gove'mrlneoom[;cil
ceedings against the Medwfii . beiné
the enquiry of the Special Oh c&me ing
one such proceeding- At t e13 me the
box was delivered at the Secri.g . ’that
Assistant Secretary P. H. certifie 1 that
i co]l?in(;lil ts%l(l)sxw%rl?elgresence

slit of the Ballot- . Th
o Government soals a8 882t | w00
Medical Council, 8 ;

?lfis?rllzerest‘.ed person to the conc}:}l}llsllcg)tri
that all was not well with the lo, o
Box at the Secretariat to say the least.

i f the
to come to the findings o
Splj;‘:l Officer, I should state atntégg
outset that the Memorandqm pre:e ted
by the six defeated candidates to the
Registrar and tl:he.govenznfl:ez;toc;)et; ‘i‘hree
i rities.
;lelgslsv;;;;gutze Gove(;nn;entb Ordgffe(:
i urporte o be u
zgzﬁgﬁqﬂz tl?e l\gedical Act, two more
were added by the Special Officer t(;)n
his own initiative evidently at th;igcll(‘:c:i
tion of the Government. The Modior
Council had been repeatedlg’ ph t,hg
out to the Government as and when h
Government had been persisting ty
assing series of illegal orders purpt(;lr t,
: to be under Section 29 of the act tha
ltlllxgir stand under the latter Section viv:s
illegal and uitra vires: Even t?}?mt;lmthg
for the nsake of a.rgu_mt?nt. a the
Government had ]unsdlctlpn ) :nthe
Section 22 of the IAQZg t?;;:g::;:il:;, (:nust
ions held in , .
;leec:imited to the purpose i;)r ;viléi};
under G.O. 1448 the date 24t!1 : %rl 1049
e e Oﬁic:r;’ :o! .l')%potll?ee&;uncil’s
ose was state
£:;£mt or abuse of powersd cﬁﬁ{:rrfg gg
the Medical Counoil by e e oo
elections and it8 alleged ?l e o g0
A Obje(;;ti?)nso%fj::t?o?s evg.ere raised
. The tw :
x(}z:el:y the defeated camdidates fl;:: tll)je
the enquiry officer, tl_zree. year; st;he [ho
elections. Even 8o, in view 0O the taot
that Rule 16 of the Rules on o oon-
duot of elections roquired the emonths
records to be destroyed after eu; months
of the elections, the two new Od]°
must be regarded a8 time-barred.
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The first additional irregularity was
the failure on the part of the Returning
QOfficer, in not publishing the supple-
mental list of voters in the Fort St.
George Gazette. The Medical Register,
for 1945 which was the electoral roll for
elections of 1946 which ought to have
been published by the then Registrar
8ri Madhava Rao before the end of
February 1446, was not published.
This could be published only in June
1946. As there was no time to publish
the supplemental list when the election
proceedings began, the supplemental
list did not exist nor was it made
use of for the elections. As soon
as it was reported to me by the
Registrar Medical Council, who I
came to know later, was in constant
touch with the Special Officer
and Dr. Venkappa, (all residents of
T. «Nagar,) that the Special Officer .hfi,d
included two additional irregularities
one being the non-publication of the
supplemental list of voters, I got at the
available records in the office of the
Medical Council during and after
enquiry which would prove without a
shadow of doubt that ballot.papers
were not posted to the 150 practi-
tioners who registered themselves after
31-12-1945 and before June 1946. The
ballot papers were sent under certificate
of posting. Perusal of these certificates
and postage account maintained by the
Returuing Officer himself, would prove
that the allegations in this regard is a
tissue of falsehood if not a flagrant
myth. To build up the myth, he could
got statements only from the defeated
candidates and the Returning Officer,
Kuttappa. The later must have made,
staggering, incoherent, false statemexvlts
in his deposition before the Special
Officer, as Sri Kuttappa did discha‘rge
his responsibilities quite satisfactorily,
«“independent of the President who was
himself a candidate ”’ for the elections
to quote Sri Kuttappa’s very words
appearing elsewhere in this memoran-
dum and as Sri Kuttappa was tutored to
say all before the special officer against
truthful facts which he made in writing
before the members of the Mediocal
Council soon after his serviees were
dispensed with by me,
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The Special Officer did prepare a shield,
to put over Kuttappa as and when
wanted to record Sri Kuttappa’s state.
ments which were not true and self
contradictory and took away the shield
over him as and when necessary for
corroborating the false and highly
defamatory statements of interested
defeated candidates. So the Special
Officer had to say at the very commence
ment of his report (Vide paragraph 8)

something about his hero as quoted
below :—

“ A perusal of the entire deposition
of the Registrar Mr. Kuttappa, wil]
show that he has very weak memory and
that he in a confused state of mind
perhaps the result of the nervous shock
that he had due worries caused to him
by the President, Dr. Roma Koinath
during the latter part of service under
him. He admitted that he could not
rely on his memory as the incidents
about which he guve evidence happened
2% years ugo. In the circumstances I
propose to act on the testimony given by
the younger man, the clerk (petitioners,
dth witness) that voting papers were as
a matter of fact despatched to the voters
in the supplemental list.”

The Special Officer put the shield of,
*“weak memory due to shock etc’ on
Sri Kuttappa when the latter wandered
away from the tutored statements which
he was made to say before the Special
Officer and the removes the cover over
Sri Kuttappa as and when Sri Kuttappa
repeated the tutored statementa. The
ingenious jugglery of the Special Officer
is seen throughout his report and
specially conspicouous when he com-
ments on the 1st additional alleged
irregularity regarding supplemental
voters’ list, Special Officer finding no
substance in Sri Kuttappa deposition
regarding the supplemental voters’ list
gets a clerk Kalyanasundaram to make
up for the weak memory of his hero.

It will not be out of place for me to
refer to the remarks of the Speoial
Officer in his enquiry regarding a mani-
festo published by me during 1946
election to the Council. His very words

sppearing in the 9th paragraph of his
report are quoted below :—

 In the special election number of
his journal, ¢“ The Medical Practitioner
he (Dr. Kamath) has sourrilonsly attac-
ked both Dr, Venkappa and Dr.
Narayanamurthi, leaders of the two
rival teams and condemned them as not
worthy to be in the Council. As he was
of such a frame of mind, he would not
have hesitated to bave recourse to any
kind of device to ensure their defeat.
The omission appears to be deliberate
and gives room for the grave suspicion
that the President desired to keep the
other candidates in the dark as to the
existence of such a large body of voters
a8 150, 8o that he might steal a mareh

over them and secure all 150 votes for
himself ”.

The Special Officer has either shown
his total ignorance of elections to
democratic institutions or was tutored
by the two defeated leaders to mar
the effect of the manifesto had on the
electorate which rejected the two
leaders as not being worthy to represent
the medical profession in the Madras
Medical Council. He had been leading a
life of a frog having plenty to eat in an
official well as a Judicial officer. I am
not ashamed for having told the voters
what I knew about Drs. Venkappa and
Narayanamurthi. The voters did show
faith in my integrity and returned me
and my team with a thumping majority.
The official frog makes the Government
swallow what he says against me,
The Government specially appointed
bim to oust me, a person who has
been fighting for the members of the
Medical Profession both inside and out-
side Medical Council and was bold to
fight with the Government for the unri-
ghteous stand they took to uphold the
cause of the defeated candidates who
preferred to be under Government
protection instead of filing their case
in a Court of law. I knew both intimat-
ely. I did put before the electorate in
1946 what I knew about them basing on
facts. Both did not defend themselves
against my frank and as bold statements
made against them, with the result that
my team was returned in 1946 with a
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thumping majority. It fell to the lot of
tge Sgec%al O]ﬁicer to attack me behind
my back and sympathise with the defeat-
ed candidates who were not able to get
a single Voter outside the two defeated
teams to corroborate their concocted
stories against me.

‘The other additional irregularity
added by the enquiry officer was to
the effect that the letter of intimation
(to the voters) was not in accordance
with the rules and prescribed form and
consequently voting papers could be
deposited in the Ballot-Box for 15 days
instead of only one day. This irregu-
larity on the face of it could not vitiate
the elections. The ingenious Special
Officer must concoct a story to depict
how the irregularity vitiated the
eleotions. He could easily doso with
the help of the defeated candidates and
8ri Kuttappa whom he des_cnbes in the
12 paragraph of his report in the follow-
ing words:

“ On his ( Kuttappa's) own showing,
he was certified by the Surgeon-General
as g *willing ' subordinate, that 1s to
say, by nature sub servient to his boss,
whoever he may be and in this case the
boss was his benefactor.”

Having defined the word “willing”
he takes up the suggestion made for
the 1st time by the defeated candi-
dates at the time of the enquiry
before the Speoial Officer, that * the
President with the connivance of
the Registrar, tampered the box, took
out the covers deposited in the box by
the supporters of the rival team opened
them removed the inner covers con.
taining the Ballot papers and then
substituted fresh inner covers con.
taining fresh Ballot papers marked
as he liked end enolosed them in the
original outer cover along with the
original declaration papers and then
pasted the original outer covers’.
The Special Officer does not stop there
and states < Mr, Kuttappa admitted
that the President could have had access
to. the election papers which were
lying in the office room and that there
were extra papers which had been
printed. In addition to Kuttappa there
weore more than & olerks belonging to

the office of the Surgeon-General,
working on part time basis and also an
attender belonging to the Council Office.
All these were the witnesses of the
defeated  candidates. The Special
Officer did summon one such clerk, Sri
Kalayanasundaram  P. W. 4 and got
from him a false statement that the
Supplemental list was not published in
the Gazette, but that the practitioners
in the supplemental list were supplied
with election papers for the purpose of
voting. The Special Officer’s omission
not to get corraborating evidence on the
deposition of the defeated candidates
and Sri Kuttappa, a person *“of a very
weak memory, suffering from shock for
over 2% years”, as described by the
Special Officer is most glaring in regard
to the second additional irregularity,

All of you Hon’ble Members of the
Select Committee got into the Legis.
lature through the door of elections.
There may be at Jeast a few amongst
you who got elected on postal voting.
The Ballot-Box contained over 3000
covers and each outer cover had in it
two more covers, To open the outer
cover which was pasted, it would take
at least 5 to 10 minutes depending upon
the material used for pasting. At this
rate, it would take 20 to 30 minutes to
open 3 coversand repaste each cover con-
taining the ballot papers, Could it be
humanly possible to open all the 3087
covergroceived by the Returning Officer
and in his custody, containing election
papers, firstly to find out which voter
cast this vote in favour of defeated
candidates and then to fabricate all
of them in a public office of the
Surgeon-General with the Govern-
ment of Madras. The Special Officer
says in his report that he got infor-
mation from the Government Press that
the Returning Officer had caused to
be printed 8000 sets of declaration
forms, Ballot papers and inner ocovers
to hold the voting papers. The
Special Officer alao made the Retur-
ning Officer, Sri Kuttappa say
that it was possible for me to get at
election papers and covers. The Elec-
toral Roll contained 7914 voters. The
Returning Officer got printed only 86
gets of election papers, covers ete., to
meet the exiegencies of accidents during
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transit of the voting papers by post.
The most important document in the
elections papers is the voting paper.
The Special Officer who got what all he
wanted in the deposition of the Retur-
ning Officer Sri Kuttappa could not
detect a flaw in the evidence of Kuttap-
pa that he, Sri Kuttappa had kept in his
personal custody the Ballot-papers.
How could I have campleted my
criminal acts deliberately foisted on me
when the voting papers were in the
personal custody of Sri Kuttappa.
Moreover there were only 86 sets
of. election papers and covers with
Sri Kuttappa. The Special Officer could
not manage to get evidence that [ got
election papers printed in a press of
my own. I got above 1000 votes more
than the lst defeated candidate and
the other six successful candidates in
my team, got more votes than the gt
defeated candidate ranging from 100 o
374 votes. Could it be possible for a
worst forger to fabricate so many elec.
election papers when he could get only
86 sets printed extra? The Special Officer
did twist and gave his own colour to the
evidence recorded by him, which in
effect amounted to fabrication of evid-
ence by himself. This he did delibera-

tely to serve the purpose of his masters,
the Government.

Even a ** willing subservient,” Regis-
trar, Sri Kuttappa did unguardedly tell
a truth that the ballot-papers were in
his own custody. The Special Officer
would attribute this self-contradiction to
the ¢ weak memory ” of Sri Kuttappa.
The Special Officer could not get any
other witnesses of the defeated
candidates to correct the weak memory
of Kuttappa, though he did so in the
first additional irreguiarity of his own
making. He did twist and colour the
evidence with no regard to possibilities
and probabilities much less to the
qualms of his conscience. His only
despicable object was to make it
appear that his second irregularity
added by himself did actually vitiate
the elections.

Regarding the original 16 irregulari.
ties complained of by the defeated
candidates, they should he kept at the
door of the Returning Officer who wag

THE MEDICAL PRACTITIONER

at the time of appointment as Registrar,
& Government Garetted Officer and
dungg the enquiry, a Government
Pensioner, having spite against me for
not making him a permanent Registrar.
He was assisted in all his work as a
Returning  Officer by whole time
Government servants in the office of
the Surgeon-General doing part time
work to assist the Returning Officer.
The services of Sri Kuttappa were lent
to the Council by the Government for 3
months from the date of his appoint-
ment. In the meanwhile he was found
totally incompetent to serve as Regis.
trar Medical Council in the absence
of 4 or 5 clerks who had been helping
him during the elections. His incempe-
tence had been recorded by the Auditor
of the Madras Medical Council in the
person of Inspector of Local Fund
Accounts, a gazettedGovernment official,
Charges were framed against him but he
would not appear before the President
to answer the charges and he was
subsequently discharged from service.
He sent an appeal to the Members of
the Council and in the appeal the
following pertinent paragraph apnears:..

“In gontrast to this, I may be permit-
ted to point out that I successfully
managed the heavy work connected it
the Madras Medical Counci) Elections
as Beturning Officer, independent of the
President as he was himself one of the
candidates. Again as the sole offcial of
the Councils I successfully managed the
Council meeting held on 25th November
1946 and th subsequent working day, as
I conld act on my initiative with full
jjreedom. When the President began to
znte_rfere with the statutory powers of the
Registrar, even from his sick bed and I
Wis not allowed the services of the soli-
tary clerk, evan after this was pointed

out, my hands were tied gs it were and I
could not do anything.’

The statement appearing above made
by Sri Kuttappa psppeaksgfor itself to
enable the Hon’ble Members of the
Committee whether Sy Kuttappa was
a person described by the Special

ficer in his Report and a novice
bo do the work ho did as s Returning
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officer independent of the President.
It must also be stated that as the
Manager of the Office of the Surgeon.
General, Sri Kuttappa had had much
to do with the elections to the Medical
Council of India, the Returning Officer
being the Surgeon-General. At the time
he was about to be made the hero of
the plot against me, Sri Kuttappa knew
very well that the Government with
Hon'ble Sri A. B. Shetty as Public
Health Minister, had taken the defeated
candidates under their protection,
though the immediate predecessors of
the present Government refused to do
anything with the Memorandum of
objections of the defeated candidates.
My statement may be verified by the
Members of the Committee if they
peruse the guestions put to the Govern.
ment on the floor of the Legislative
Assembly by Sri N. S. Varadachari in
regard to the elections and the answers
of the Government. (Annexure 3.)

In case, I were a person of the descri-
ption appearing in the enquiry of the
Special Officer and if I minded my
personal interests, I would not have at
all disoharged Sri Kattappa from the
service of the Council. But I minded
the interests of the Medical Council.
My state as the elected President of the
Council was quite clean, and I wanted
to keep it always clean. This could
not have been possible for me with Sri
Kuttappa as the Registrar of the
Medical Council. I therefore removed
him from office With the approval of the
Council. In addition to the appeal made
to the members of the Medical Council
for re-instating him, Sri Kuttappa

~approached Sri A.B. Shetty in

April 1947 when he was the prospective
Public Health Minister. Mr. Shetty
came to my house one morning and
pleaded with me for Sri Kuttappa,
requesting me to forget all his faults and
reinstate him. Sri Shetty said that his
friend had only one daughter for whose
sake Sri Kuttappa was compelled to live
in the city to educate her and that with
out additional income Sri Kuttappa’s
financial position would be very precari-

_ous to live in the city. Mr. Shetty

wanted an answer from me immediatley

~ &8 he said that Sri Kuttappa was at Sri
. Shetty’s residence and would not leave

2

him uatil he got from me a favourable
reply. I would not yield and finally
told Mr. Saetty that if Sri Kuttappa
was even my own brother, I would
never have him as the Registrar of the
Council and that Medical Council could
not be treated by me as a pinjrapole,
It was only then that Mr. Shetty had
to leave me abruptly. At a certain
stage before the Special Officer began
his enquiry, I did apprise the Chief
Minister by moans of a confidential
letter regarding this episode, for what
it was worth. I did also narrate this
incident to the Medical Council when
the matter in regard to the despensing
with the service of Sri Kuttappa’s
came before the Couneil.

Before commenting on the lst addi-
tional irregularity, the Special Officer
takes the role of a physician and does
not hesitate to say that “fhe weak
mentory of ~is hero was due to the
nervous shock that he had, due to
the worrtes caused to liim by the
President Dr. Rama Kamath during the
latter part of service under him . While
stating what he said about me he contra-
dicts himself. Dr. Kamath was said to
have worried his hero, the Registrar
Kuttappa 23} years ago and the latter
was having nervous shock while depos-
ing before the Special Officer. The
shock came at the later part of service
of his hero, under Dr. Kamath that is
after Kuttappa finished /iis work as
Leeturning Officer independent of the
President and prepared his explanation
and placed the same before the Medical
Council on 25th November 1946,
when the Council considered the
Memorandum of objections of six defea-
ted candidates. The shaek and with it
the wzak memory of Sri Kuttappa
as stated by the specisl offiscr was

“really duz to the conflict between Kut-

tappa’s tutored brain before the Special
Officer and Kuttappa’s inner soul which
enbled him to discharge his responsibilites
as the Returning Officer, independent of
the President Dr. Kamath. The alleged
objections concerned only the duties and
responsibilities of the Returning Officer.
Special Officer’s hero, Kuttappa empha.-
tically denied a straight question put
to him by a Government servant in high
position, Dr. J. C. David, who recently
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retired as the Surgeon-General
%\?t{:em’de“t used undue in(’lll’er\l‘;);eotsgi'
OiﬁcerppaTwhlle serving as
by Dr.Da h.e(zJ lette‘r question was asked
o: the' * vdx' > dux;mg the deliberations
randaml f; ical (,f)uucil on the memo-
candidato orb‘]ectmns of the defeated
condida E;:" The same Kuttappa did
Sopirm is stzL'tement that the Pre
S alfandld.ate had nothing to d(;
appuales' »etur.nmg Officer, when he
" “.;e Me? April 1947 to the Members
Thy ical Council to re-instate him
ceedingsetromg?-ﬁgél:: commenced pro'-
€ slodge me and si d
Kc%esggzlbgandldateg soon afterli(io(:lt’kllflg
enter‘ed ofﬂy as Public Health Minister
atod o ce and took the six candi
under the protection of Gover[i:

ment. By this time Sri
‘ e Sri Kuttappa
Do more the Registrar of the pCpoulv;?(?ﬁ

and

i:s i% would not re-instate Kuttapn,
Whg elof the 1nt'erference of Sri Shf}tlbm
ﬁnancp‘?aded' with me to considervthy
Ao dl(L stringency of Sri iutta )e
fri:ndseiefaéef_chandidates became ptrdi;

ri appa, (a fri

Publis prorih ult\mppa,, (a friend of the

. . linister) during hi
g?;xlxr(l:gml stringency. The}y hadn(?obmmhol;
groun: s‘:f 8pite against me though the
canac feathre d\ﬁergnt. Birds of the
i eat er of spite flocked together
beibone Wp:clally‘ Government made
i f1 h a Government Pensioner
bestowgd (())Ix; )rl';al-[t:mployment which was
an nguity s Osg:.n after the farce of

The Special Of i
] cer d
pieces all his experiencéda:hatter o
]udge and with it, :
fair play even the
had attempted to

Retuming

seni
the sense of justr;(l}?)r
ccoode (Elf morality. He
Lat ver his i
;Elssg)gna?‘ilsdt commission tg‘gr&il?il?x; 0:
me, engine
ggzemment to oust m% frsxl;fdmty)/y p(t)h'e
o a8 the Pret_sldent of the Coun iy
might not be irrelevent, if I wer o
};nelptlon that the Special Oﬁ“;3 o
elieved a concocted story narrat dcer
}1&31 t)})y Dr. Venkappa that I 6:)t; "
atle to vote for me and the lg o
reported by the Special Srgtlo
gooxt)e Dr.. Madhava Nayak, a livicer
ridge.npe::iloonex‘;v at l(ll\langalore now bendg-
0
?)tatement recorci:ad ;;tozlge thSe fa_lse
fficer and might Bay that the au&e:;aolg
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ihc reckless report- is himself a lunatic.
L was the roal target of the Government
aml' not tone Medical Council. This
goiu‘.d.bc seen not only from the con-
bl- sntial report of the Special Officer
at also from the Secretariat files going
IB)und and roand from Public Health
alf(ﬁ)a;?mer1t to the Legal Department
e rom the latter to the Finance
the};artment, I am in possession of
i e docurpents of the Government as
inéiyuvlve;'q inadvertently or knowingly
o C(er I the bundle of documents in
“we .M. P. 9975 of 1949 when [ and
: lre?:it9the1: successful candidates filed
foxl‘) N l;))n_ in the High Court praying
hoth nft of certiriorari to quash the
Ir;: :{l;llmgedglézlzurgeoq.(}eneral declar-
g the A 1Council elections of 1946
void and ordering fres i
p‘ertinenp 3 v pargagraphhsel?glgfgs.in rIt'llie
Secretariat flles 28 referred to b o
above appear hslow : — yme

T. “In other words, I an
";e;zheth;ar {he Governmer;t crmZ s’elt()tassl;';a

e elections as swuch. But th h”
certainly appoint some one to nm?:l e
1_zegle¢it or abuse. The abuse and neaélte}é?
n vthzs case by the council is really the
fazlu.re to go into the objections to the
elections under rule 19 and have been
dgscribed in G. 0. 640 P. H. dated
2-3-1948. The abuse and neglect should
apparently be laid at the door of the
President and the Legistrar who are the
brescribed persons concerned with tl
matters and not the Council as such. %

2. “I am not sure how the Pres;
Z?zt:(,be 5,2! rid}ofl:i‘,until the new e?izzt?s:::
4 en leld wou
Gov_ernment are preiudgirfg th"em:':sueth“t
théon b% the persons appointed to c:s;
H:;erer u)le 19. M*  above should
lierefore be conveyed by means of execut;
instructions and the periad of a it
;Ze;;-?fzt;le berson may be from 75135’%%':1;
P execg49. As the person has to be
given e utive instructions also it would
e broper to appoint some one ¢
ervice of Goveryment. Orderse :1';

régards the per .
be obtained latjf.n Stobe appointed will

3. 14 .
Ofteer aZinwth findings of the Special
by the Spen; 8 all connected records sent
esial Offcer may be forwarded
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to him with a covering D. O. with ins:
fructions o set aside the elections and
to call for fresh elsctions. Subject to
approval two drafts are put up "

There is no provision in the existing
Medical Act for the removal of the
President by the Government. All the
same though there is no special provision
in the Medical Act, the Council who
olected him could censure him, as the
Council elected him. Soon after I
received a communication from the
Surgeon.General that he was to
enquire about alleged elections irregula-
rities, I wrote to him to supply me with
a copy of the report of the Special Officer
and he refused to do it saying, the
report was confidential, The right thing
to do would have been to place the report
before the Medical Council and demand
an explanation from me, the President
and then take suitable action against me
and the Registrar at whose door the
Secretariat file wanted to keep the
election irrugularities.

The Government took sheltar under
gection 22 of the Act without legal
authority and made it appear that the
Medical Council was the Government
target but really made its President the
taroot., This is evident in paragraph I
of “the Secretariat file. It could be
geen from the 3rd paragraph of the
Secretariat file that the Government
took the extreme atep of giving written
jnstructions to the Surgeon-General *‘to
set aside the elections” . The Surgeon-
General made 1o judicial enquiry of his
own and he merely obeyed the orders
of the Government and set aside the

elections of 1946.

The above three paragraphs have
materials for censuring the Government,
I had information that the Special
Officer before taking charge as such, saw
the Chief Minister and expressed to him
as to what he was expected to doin an
enquiry in regard to elections which
took place three years before the date of
his appointment. He was asked to sed
the Deputy Secretary,_Publlc Health
Department, who in his turn directed
him to see the Health Minister.
What happened in the Public Health
Minister’s  room might at least be

presumed basing on the three para-
graphs appearing in the Secretariat fila,
He might have apprised the Special
Officer that in case his friend, Kuttappa
was also made the Respondent as he
ought to have been along with the
President (as suggested in the Secretariat
file paragraph 1) the whole case against
Kamath would fall.

1 did apprise the Government repeat.
edly that what they had been doing
was without authority and wléra vires.
That section 22 of the Act could not
empower the Government to initiate an
enquiry of the nature entrusted to the
Special Officer, i3 evident from the fact
that the proposed Bill has an amend-
ment to section 92, for empowering the
Government to hold an enquiry under
the latter section. That the Govern-
ment did know their weakness in having
ordered an illegal enquiry is also evidert
fror the fact that the Surgeon-General
was ordered to make auother enquiry
for the same purpose and the Govern:
mont armed themselves at this stage and
brought about a new rule (Annexure 6).
The defeated candidates had a rightroyal
legal remedy to question the decision of
the Council on their Memorandum in
the law courts. It could not be said
that Dr. Venkappa the leadar of the
defeated candidates was ignorant of the
logal romedies. In 1935 Dr. Vsnkappa
had recourse to a legal remedy in
the city Civil Court, Madras, for setting
aside the election of one Dr. Surya-
narayana Rao on the plea that the
President of the Medical Council did not
follow a time honoured convention or
usage in not sending the election Precept
to the voters. His Advocate was the
present Advocate-General. Dr. Venkap-
pa was not a candidate for the election
questioned by him in 1935, He went
about collecting money for meeting
legal expenses, He failed to prove his
case in the court, He did not rtender
account of the money collected by him.

In 1935 the persons who formed the
Government were quite different from
those now in the saddle. The Surgeon-
General was the Ex-officio President of
the Council and not an elected person.
Dr. Venkappsa made a much easier bar-
gain in 1940 elections, Evidently he
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Was nervous to get justice in an

andrelied on the Government, Hye(c}c?‘u}fg
get a member of the Statoe Legislature
to uphold him on the foor of the Legis-
lative Asseprly. The Hon’ble member
when he failed at firsg to achieve what
Dr. Venkappa wanted him to do, took
advantage of the turp of avents in his
party and was able to do the task to the
entire satisfaction of Dy, Venkappa and
his team of defeated candidates.

The real and the onlysin I committed
Was to resist series of Government illegal
orders with the unanimeus support of
the council. The Government did
employ unclean methods and weapons
culminating in a farce of an enquiry.

The.Government took full three years
to engineer a plot against me to be able
get suitable actors and eoqk evidence
but they did fai] miserably cn legal
and moral grounds. They koow me
and my record of work both a8
an ordinary member apg a8  elected
President of the Couneil, It was not
difficult for a mighty Government to do
what they did finaily.

The allegations
found in the
have to be em
There was n
office of the

and insinuations
Special Officer’s repcrt
phatically denied by me.
o need for me to uge tho
Medieal Council, and to
make use of my position as the Presi-
dent of the Medical Council for further-
Ing my own election and adopt any
unfair means to see that my team
topped the poll. In muking thisreckless
and unworthy insinuatisn against me,
the Government went a step further
even than the defeated candidates
themselves and after three years the
Special Officer added two more irregu-
larities. The Government are fully
aware of my popularity in the medica]
profession bath official and non.official.
I have been in the Madical Council
continuously from 1929 fret as
member and from 1944
I have been an elected
Council for four

a
as 1t_,s President.
President of the

‘ consecutive termg
continuously. "There was competition

for the Presidentship only for the first
term and for the other three terms, m
election as President has been l.ll;an.iy-
mous and- Wi.tbout contest. From the
very beginning, when I stood for the
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Medical Council elections, I always
topped the poll. Dr. Venkappa the
defeated candidate who is the lst
signatory to the memorandum of
allegations against me in the elec-
tions, was my rival in two previous
elections along with six more candidates.
In the first election held in 1929 I
topped the poll securing 628 votes out
of 1,267 polled and he got 212
In the second election held in 1934, I
topped the poll with 1,258 votes, the
Jargest number secured by the next
candidate being only 66 votes and
Dr. Yenkappa getting only 7 votes. He
withdrew from the contest a few days
befort? the results were announced as he
practically had no support as indicated
by the votes he secured. 1 might also
state that the then ex.officio President
of the Council, the Surgeon.General
noting the result of the Medical Counsil
slection in 1934, recommended to the
Government to introduce a Rule
deranding an election deposit. In
1940, the elections were held undsr the
Madras Medical Registration Amend.
ment Act. The Surgeon-General was
the Returning officer. I then contested
the election with a team as 1 did u
1946 and my team topped the poll.

It will thus be seen that there was no
need for me either to use the office of
the Medical Council nor take advantage
of my position as President for promo-
ting my interests as a candidate for
elsgtion to the Medical Counecil. The

references to the previous Registrars of

the Medical Council could not be
irrelevant, and the reckless allegations
made by the Special Officer regarding
their appointment and removal are
untrue. Sci Madhava Rao resigned as
& result of his own misconduct and
Incompetance to hold office. There was
81 enquiry into his conduct as Registrar
and in the courge of the enquiry, Sri
Madhava Rao tendered his resignation
evidently to avoid what he must havo
anticipated ag the inevitable result of
su‘ch an onquiry and an gdditional black
lénrk on his conduct, as he had already
E een‘condemned a3 an official receiver
;ﬂ Salem. Sri Kuttappa the other
emporary Registrar whom I was com-
pelled to appoiut to meet an emergency
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eve of the 1946 elezctxon_s on
:zc:\}xl:t of Sri Madbava Rao’s quitting
office, was the Manager of the Surgeon-
General’s office and acting as z_&ecouri:i
Officer in that office at the tme.
first he waa appointed as purt-@;n}e
Registrar of the Medxcal Cojuncx in
addition to his duties in_the burgekc:n(i
General’s office. Sri Kuttappé.l fa
applied to the Sur_geon-(}enem‘ o€
extending his service a3 Assistan
Accounts Officer. In the circumstances
it is absurd for the special officer to
state that Sri Kuttappa, a Gazetted
Officer whose services had merely been
lent to the Medical Council to do part-
time work as Returning Oiﬁ.ce;mapneg
i wounld give any 1mpr
ii%f:gig to a ngn—oﬁioial President
of the Council who could not bestow
favours or patronage in the way the
Surgeon.General could. Sri Kuttaé)pa. mt
a disappointed man as be h;{ dpol
been re-employed as Registrar, Medica
Council, inspite of the pressure brought
to bear on the President by a then
prospective Minister in chargs of Public
Health who by that t'u:?ie hhza:d t:ktzxclbig;e
idates under his pr .
(lieefgit;iggi(&gunded is the statement
that Sri Kuttappa as Betummg ‘Ofﬁcer
could not act impartially as Sri Kat-
tappa had been lent by the Government
to gerve the Medical Council ouly for a
periud of three months ¢.e. for t'h’e
period of the elections. Sri Kuvttapp.xls
oun statement that he, “succesgful\g
managed the heavy work, co.nn;gclh,
with the Madras Medical Oqunczl ieci
tions as Returning Officer, mdqpani en
of the President as he was himself a
candidate,’ quoted by me eartllllert ﬂl]x;
this Memorandum should prove tha She
Special Ofﬁcerllhimse;fkglilygoth(:; 2
e way to allege rec
%uttapga had to go out of theT::Zotno—
lease his boss, Dr. Kamath. TN
duct, of Sri-Kuttappa aud Sri o
Rao were subject matters © Ogs]y
ceedings which Wwere una.mn_l1 i
approved by the Medical Counclt "
duly forwarded to the GOVeUlﬂn?iﬁ- ohe
stated by me above, the who jﬁl ;Jiections
conducted the Medioal’COll§01I{11bt'a'})pa’
in October 1946 inoluding M- B EabE Y
the Returning Officer, Wa3 re%{‘ilce of tho
by the President from thet'O oo evico,
Surgeon-General for part-tim

and it would have been impossible for a
non-official President to adopt question-
able means and methods in hLis favour
during elections as alleged by the
Special Officer, Yet the Special Officer
could get nerves from the Government
to say that the President used unfair
means to see that his team topped the
poll. Far from the President using
undue influence on any of the Registrars
including Sri  Kuttappa, who was a
Government servant while serving as
Roturning Officer, for the elections in
question and a Government pensioner
during the period of the Special Officer’s
enquiry, it 13 the Government who
always had econtrol over their officers
and pensioners that did actually
influence them as in the case of Sri
Kuttappa to make false allegations
against the President, A gross instance
of the Government’s and the Special
Officer’s improper activities in this
direction, is afforded by another tem.
porary aoting Registrar also a Govern-
ment Pensioner who was also remaved
from service as he prevented even the
President’s entry into the Medical
Council office evidently under instruc-
tions from Gavernment locked-up the
Medical Council Office and handed over
the keys to the Advocate-General.
This happened during the stay ordered
by the High Courtin C. M. P. 9975 of
1949 against the decision of the Surgen-
General declaring elections void. This
Registrar had been behaving like a cobra
under green grass, making it appear to
moe that [ need not apprehend any
danger from him. He did bite me in
the end and it could be presumed that
he had much to do with the tampering
of the Ballot Box lying on the verandal
of the Secretariat outside the room o
the Secretary, Public Health Depart
ment. For he had the key of the Ballo
Box as revealed to me in his repor.
submitted to me regarding the opening
of the Ballot Box by the Special Officer.

The following remarks of the Special
Officer appearing in the 17th paragraph
of his report are worth the kind notice
of the mewmbers of the Committee,

« Before I proceed to deal with the
objections raised by the defeated candi.
dates in their memorandum, I have tq
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place on record the attitude of non-co-
operation on the part of Dr. Rama
Kamath, the President of the Council,
He was placing obstruction in my way.
He did not parmit his present Registrar
to give me the names and addresses of
successful candidates to enable me to
issue notices to them and hear their
representations. He did not produce
the documents, he was required to pro-

duce and would not sy what became of
them .

Not obeyingillegal Governmeut orders
has been mis-interproted as non co-
operation. I had the authority of fegal
opinions for what I did as wel] as the
approval of the entire Medical Couneil.
As stated by me above the Speeial
Officer had no independent oral evidence
much less any documentary evidense
except the contents of the Ballot Box
whose seals were found tampersd with
at the Secretariat. Rule 16 of the rules
on election is definite that the records
of elections should be destroyed six
months after the dato of elections. It
i3 to be deemed that any enqniry after
the lapse of six months is time barred.
The Special Officer made it appcar to
me that he was a court though he wrote
at the same to the Government {on
13-6-1949) amongst  other things us
stated by me earlier that he should be
invested with the powers of a Civil
Court to enforce attendance of witness
and productions of documents by the
witness. He enclosed in the cover
addressed to the Governmant, a copy of
sommons issued to me where in he
threatened me thatif I failed to appear
I would keep myself liable for the
penalties provided under the law for
disobeying the orders of a public servant.
In the same letter he recommended to
the Government to prosecute me under
Indian Penal Code.

I replied to the effect that the
President, Medical Council and the
Council had made their poisition quite
clear that the special cnquiry  was
wholly illegal, ultra-vires and uncons-
titutional.  The Special Officer was also
informed that any action taken by him
against me for not heeding his summons
would be futile, If the Special Officer
had power to punish me and other
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successful candidates who would not
appear before himby any means,he would
not have hesitated to take drastic action
againgt us, He had the Government at
his command. But nothing was done
as he and the Government were quite
conscious that what they were doing
was wrong and could not have legal
sanction. Yet the enquiry was gone
through with no documents except those
found in the tampered Ballot Box and
basing on the findings of the Special
Officer, the members of the Select Com-

mistee have been requostsd to consider
the proposed amendment Bill.

It was a very unfortunate circum-
stince that  though the bundle of
Governrment documents containing the
confidential report of the Special Officer
submitted to the Government, the
learned Judges who sat in judgment
inC. M. P. 9975 of 1949 did not think
it worth while to go through this
report. Perhaps the scope of a writ
app{lCﬁthn did not permit them to
go 1nto the question of the allegations
of irregularities contained in the Memeo.
randum of the defoated  eandidates
though they were the main ground for
all troubles between me, the President,
Medical Council, and the Government.
When our learned Advocate was arguing,
the learned Chief Justice stated to
the effect that the Medical Council
though a tribunal to go through the
election disputes was not empowered
with the powers of a Court as in
Sections 13 and 16 of the Medical
Act dealing with disciplinary control
over Registered Practitioners, in trying
whom the Medical Council had been
empowered with the authority of a
Court. To the learned Chief Justice
the matter of election disputes appeared
something like a domestic affair. In
fact, the learned Chief Justice said so,
His Lordship and his collegue did not
examine the question whother Section
22 of the Act contemplated an enquiry
of the nature a3 conducted by the
Special Officer. The decision of the
».Surgen-Gener:-zl was actually a reflected
image of the findings of the Speeial
Officer without a life of its own. He
was actually instructed to make uge of
the findings of the Special Officer to

A"‘ “‘v ' ‘”v,
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invalidate the 1946 elections to the

ical Council. The Surgeon-General
?rlzfl()ll‘i%itly obeyed orders. iny ppmtfor
dismissing the writ application was t.h‘e
violation of principles of natural ]uiit;me
though the learned Judges referred to
the fact that neither the Pres1den§l rblor
the vther members of .the Council, the
successful candidates did not take an'{r
part in the deliberations of the Counc(;.
In the very letter of the deffaated‘ can 11
dates to the Registrar Medxcal (Jounclii
objecting to the electicns, they ha;tl
asked that copies of their letters Bhfouh
be sent to all the members oi t ]S
Medical Council and that they shouts
consider their objections in the mte‘arese.d
of the Medical Profession. If my l.eitrn ed
Advocate did not press hls.ObJOCtlvl;; o
the theory of natural justice on 'tw 1‘:25
the Hon. High Court relied, 1 V;g
because this theory was not ng;lned
much importance by all ?Omi!t nod
during the argument stage as i w;s
,iven in the judgment _Where 1‘ ;
&tated ander the authority of ng 151‘1
iaw Reports that mere presence of Pt;ale
tics in a tribunal would v1t1a‘g:o the
principles of patural justice. The ? n of-
tution of India permits the Speaker l
the Parliament of India to be not O?hy
present but also to take part 1;1 h'e
discussion'when a censure motion tor his
removal is the subjecb.m&tter bef(gre the
Parliament (Vide Article 181(1) &(2) ).
I am merely mentioning this for what
it is worth, to indicate l;owfar mere pre-
sence of interested parties could effect a
decision of & tribunal whose functions
were not laid down in the Medical Act
or in the rules framed thereunder
much less the methods to be adopted in
an election dispute. Inthe Actsconcern-
ing all self-governing institutions, there
is a clause that an interested member
of the institution should not be pre-
gent at the mesting of such a body.
Nothing to this effect finds a place
in the existing Medical Registration
Act which has constituted a Council of
15 members, out of whom 7 members
contested successfully the elections of
1946 and without whom or at least a
few of whom there could never be a
quorum for the Council Meeting.

It appeared during the argument stage
of the writ application, th\a.t the learned

P
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Judges favowred the arguments of

counsel as aghiftst the arguments of thex
neral. In fact, &

learned Advocate?

»

learned Advocute-.‘(%,iﬂ&i}lﬁﬁgig the |
A

tion wuother I wou!ﬂ;a%gw_‘ )i}

case remauded to the Medical-Council.
Buat our learned Advocate was so jubilant
of his success that Le turned a deaf ear
to the iatter suggestion. The learned
Chief Justice did opine that Rule 19
was very defcctive. It was indeed
the misfortune of the successful candi-
dates that they were made to suffer for
df¥ects in Rule 19. Ends of justice
demanded that the benefit of bad law
should be given to the innocent
sufferers. In fact, the Government
under Prakasam’s Ministry held this
view. The obsession of non.coperation
appearing profusely in the Government
files, did actually shroud the real issues
of the illegality of Government orders.
Myself and the Medical Council could not
act on illegalities from whatever source
they came. There were enough and
morc materials to question the order
of the High Court in the Supreme
Court. But I did’nt do so. The matter
was not a personal one and more than
anything else, I have been a long stan.
ding surgical patient and could not
think of the idea of going to New Delhi
for this purpose.

Hon’ble Members may kindly note
what appers in the last two paragaraphs
of the learned judgement of the High
Court as quoted hereunder:

It {s most regrettable that elections held
in October 1946 have been held to be void
in November 1949, Section 22 of the Act
contemplates immediate aotion on the
part of Government but this casé reveals
long delays. The Government in their
order of March 2, 1948 gave the Council
time till March 28 t0-visesensen.175—G.G.
251isiinniicninevemedy their mneglect and
abuse of power but the Council refused to
do so. Nevertheless it is only on April
20, 1949 a year later that the Govern-
ment take the next step not strictly falling
within section 22.

We May also point out that Rule I9
needs to be ammend, as the larned
Advocate General himself conceded .

It is evident from the above para-
grapgs that the Government could nof

Y
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get materials and actors to bring about
a plot against me as promptly and ag
quickly as the oceasion demanded. They
had to concoct and fabricate evidence
and get suitable actors to play the farce
of an enquiry.

1t is also evident that whatever might
have been said by the learned Judges in
the earlier part of their order, they
finally agreed to some extent at least,
with the legal view of the President
and the Medical Council as repeatedly
dinned into the ears of the Governmeént
a8 to the non applicablity of section 22,

In a letter to the Special Officer
addressed by the leader of the defeated
candidates which containg high flown
encomiums on the Special Officer for
having done justice to them, the follo.
wing paragraph appears amongst many
others which serve as an epilogue to the
dramatic plot against me :

“In the light of the above Sfacts
Which the petitioners were able to
gather and place before you after a
period of over two yenrs and elght
months with great dificulty and hendi-
eaps, the petitioners pray for Justice at
your hands in the interests of the regis-
tered medical proctitioners and their
conduct guided and controlled by the

Madras Medical Council established by
law,”

This paragraph adds weight to the
delay to enact the plot against me with
methods and means,;most heinous,

I and the Medical Council would have
been quite in order if the Ballot-Box
was not sent to the Secretariat and the
Registrar destroyed the records of the
election as demanded by Rule ig on
elections. The Government had no
powers to. take away the Ballot-Box
from the custody of the Medical Council,
" In fact, before sending the Ballot-Box

to the Government, I went to Secre-
tariat and not being able to meet the
Public Health Minister and the goncer-
ned Secretary, I saw the Assistant
Secretary who assured me that nothin
was going to happen and added that a
M.L.A. had given notice of a resolution

regarding Medical Council elections and
the Government thought it might be
advisable to have Ballot-Box at the
Secrotariat. The then Assistant Secre-
tasy was a person well know to me and
we had common interests in matters,
spiritual. So I could not disbslieve the
bona fideg of the Government as stated
by the Assistant Secretary. I could
never apprehend that the matters would
take u different turn which they took
later. I did not interfere with the
Returning Officer’s duties and responsi-
bilities. f I did, I would not have sent
the Bal.ot-Box to the Secretariat,
Depending upon honesty, truth and
intogrity which marked my administra-
tion, I could not be nervous of my bong
fid:s. The Government could not have
been able to touch me and the Medical
Council if I refused to send the box to
the Secretariat. I would have safely put
an end to my troubles and those of the
Council. The highly insinuating and
defamatory statements recklessly made
by the Special Officer in regard to the
alleged delay in sending the Ballot-Box
to the Secretariat is another flagrant
myth concocted by the Speeial Officer,

Col. 8. L. Bhatia now Major-General
was  instructed by the Government
officially to investigate the matter regar-
ding the objections of the defeated candi.
dates nearly two years before the Specia}
Officer’s enquiry (Annexure 4). I wag
requested to help him with all facilities,
I would have gladly kelped him but for
the fact that the Government Memo-
randum stated that the action they were
taking was under Section 22 of the Medi-
cal Act. I took legal advice (Annexure 2)
aud pointed out to the Government with
the approval of the Council that the
Government had no power to aot under
Section 92 of the Act in regard to the
council elections. Major-General Bhatia
had been a good friend of mine and is 80
éven now. He would have believed me
more than the cock and bull stories of
the defeated candidates, My sense of
honour would pot Permit me to take
advantage of his friendship, A few
months later, Major.General Bhatia was
once again instructed by the Govern-
ment to go through the matter himself.
This I camo to know at Mangalore
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e we both travelled together in the
zllcl)‘:xrth of March 1949. He requested me
to send bim election ﬁl'es after his
return to Madras. I was mlgnt. In the
meanwhile I learnt that the Government
did not want him to proceed as eviden-
tly the then Public Health Mlnlstfer, a
Mangalorean came to Lknow Irom
Mangalore that 1 was found moving
very intimately with Col. Bhatia.

When the Surgeon-General, the same
Col. Bhatia had instructions to declare
the election invalid and after he
actually did 8o, he came to‘ mt: and
expressed hissorrow. Itold him, * you
are & Bhishma who had to serve the
Kauravas against his will t’l’;ough the};i
cause was unrighteous.” 1t Wil
interest the members of the Committee
if I were to narrate a similar episode in
my life when I was a Councillor
of the Madras Corporation. The.Excxse
Department foisted a case against me
for not holding licence to dxspe_n§?
opium preparations, though Iged}ca
practitioners could possess a limited
quantity of excisable drugs for t}xe
use of their profession but not for sale.
The Police Commissioner was ’?he
officer to conduct prosecution, The
position of Commissioner of‘ Police
was uot dissimilar to that of Surgeon-
General who was expected to kpow
a Medical Practitioner much better
than the officer of the Police Depart-
ment. I did not see the Commis-
sioner of Police to influence him any
way. On the other hand, I declined
to take in his suggestion that if I toqk a
licence, the prosecution would be with-
drawn. Inspite of my non-co-operation,
the Police Commissioner wrote to the
Government more or legs to the effect,
«Dr. Kamath as a public man, has been
always attempting to purify gdfr,nms’tra.
tion, I cannot prosecute him”. The
Police Commissioner must have known
my work as a Councillor of the
Madras Corporation, Iam only mention.
ing this episode to point out the level
of morale that existed in the Govern-
ment Departments during foreign Rule
and now.

There was another right loyal way
to win the approbation of the Govern-
ment at the same time manoeuvre

]

to kill the Government illegal order
under Section 22 of the Act. The
Council consists of 15 members, 7
elected by the general constituency, 5
Government officials belonging to diffe-
rent medical colleges and three nomi-
nated members, The only members
who attended more regularly council
meetings were those belonging to the
st group. Due to exigency of service
such as University examinations etc.,
the 5 Government officials could not be
quite regular in attendance at the
Council meetings, much more the nomi-
nated members,with the resuit that there
would not have been a quorum of 7
members for the meeting of the Council
without the President and atleast a few
members belonging to 1st group to have
& quorum to enable the Council for sitting
in judgement, to carry out the high sense
of natural justice, adumbrated in the
learned judgement of the High Court.
If meeting after meeting was summoned,
there would not have been a quorum of
7 members and even by a remote chance
there were a quorum, the Medical
Council would not have gone against
its own decision which the Council
declared on the memorandum of objec.
tions of the defeated candidates and
which it did without the interference of
its President and the other six members
of the Council, the successful candidates.
The Public Health Minister, with his
trusted Secretary, the Law Minister
with his entire Legal Department and
the Finance Department of the mighty
Government would not have had the
courage of winning over any member
of the Council even by a D. Q. by which
means, the Government ordered the
Surgeon.General to declare the 1946
Medical Council Elections void. The
bundle of Government documents with
the orders to the Surgeon-General was
before the High Court. But alas ! the
sense of natural justice weighed entirely
towards the defeated candidates as
against the mere presence of the
successful candidates at the meeting of
the Medical Council. The deliberate
order of the Government to the
Surgeon-General to invalidate the elec.
tions which amounted to a culpable
crime, was certainly more heinous than
the violation of the principles of natural
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justice compliined of by the Govern-
ment and finally upheld by the Hon’ble
High Court. But straieht honest
methods do not yeild immediato results,
It was 80 with the fight between the

mighty Government and myself,

a
humble person.

The Government must be fully aware
of my popularity with the Medical Pro-
fession as could be evidenced from the
proposed Bill. They apprehended that I
might contest elections again and might
be installed once again as the President
of the Medical Council. To prevent this
eventuality they had proposed that the
Director of Medical Services or his
Duputy should be the future President
of the Council. They have also proposed
another amendment even to remove
from the Council, a member not
wanted by them. Now that I am
not contesting elections, it ig just
possible that some of the amendments
proposed in the Bill might be with-
drawn. The Public Health Minister has
magnanimously prepared a way to it by

suddenly resigning after he introduced
the Bill,

Whatever be the merits or demeritg

of the necessity of going through the
confidential re D

port of the Special Officer
whom the Government appointed ille-
gally for the only purpose of removing
me as the President of the Medical
Coqnci!, you have a responsibility to
maintain purity of Administration which
should be discharged without fear or
favour, I 4m a respactable citizen who
had been serving the medjca] profession
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in and outside Medical Council,
eleqted to do so always with a thumping
majority. Kor 3 terms, I wag elected
unanimously by the Medical Council
without contest. I had to contest a for-
midable opponent only once at the very
Ist election of the President. Though I
have been an uncompromising critio
regarding Government Medical Officers,

could command the support also of
Government officials to serve my bre-
thren in the medical fraternity, The
abominable reckless abuses hurled at me
by the Special Officer most, uncharitably
and by the two ministers on the floors
of the State Legislature, behind my
back, would remain a blot on the non-
official bloek of the medical profession
of which I was only a bird of passage.
My administration as an pon-official
President of the Medical Council had
been of highest order hoth in quality
and quantity as evidenceq by my suc-
cessive elections as the President of the
Council. It was my selfless service to
the medical profession that wag responsi.
ble to enable me to be elected to the
position [ held as the President of the
Madras Medical Couneil,

being

I appeal with all humility and since-
tity at my command that the Hon,
members of the Select Committee may
kindly not mind persons but take in to
their consideration high and noble prinei-
ples of democracy and give me a chance
to represent my case before them perso.
nally or suggest to the Government to
hold & public enquiry regarding my
conductas the President, Madras
Medical Couneil.
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National Planning Scheme of the
Ceuntral Government, not much impor-
tance is given to the welfare of the
people.

After T was elected as the President
of the Madras Madical Council, I have
been in a serious dilemma whether [
should punblish ‘The Medical Practi-
tionsr’ or wiad it for good. The Medical
Praotitioner was not a professional
journal so to say. I had to writs from
A to 7 in the journal as no body elge
could do this work. I was growing
infirm and old to do the strenous work
of medical politics. In the meanwhile
my unfinished work regarding Rural
Madical Rslief was staring me in my
face. Quackary has been making rapid
strides in the villages as the Congress
Government were bent upon recognis.
ing quackery in some shape or other. As
The Medical Practitioner is the official
organ of Madras Provincial Subsidisal
Rural Medical Practitioners’ Asso-
ciation I consulted, the Working
Committee and the committes upani-
mously decided that The Maedical
Practitioner should be revived. In
the meanwhile a large number of
medical men in and outside Govern-
ment service, were pressing me to
bring out the journal as they felt no
medical journal was dealing with the
questions regarding medical profession
in the way, The Moadical Practitioner
had been doing. The affairs of the
Madras Medical Council has served as
an incentive to begin my services afresh
to the profession, through the journal.
I appeal to the membars of the profess.
ion to patronizs the journal with the
same zeal as in the past. The fature of
The Medical Practitioner depends en-
tirely on its patrons. I never madse any
profits in the past on account of the
journal nor will T run it for gain in thae
future. The Medical Practitioner ig en-
ticely a concsra of the medical profes-
sion. It will be alive so long as it is fed
by its members.

V. RAMA KAMATH,
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DR. KAMATH Versus MADRAS GOVERNMENT.

The 1946 elections and the series of
acts of the Madras Government to
unseat Dr. V. Rama Ramath from the
position as the President Madras Madj.
cal Council for rasisting illegal orderg
of the Governmant, based on cock and
bull stories of six dafeaged candidatag
out of sixteen all of whom wars
thoroughly defeated at tha elections,, ia
the subjact matter of a Mamorandum to
bs submitted by Dr. Kamath to the
Salect Committee, appointed by the
Madras State Lagislature to congidar
the Bill to amand the existing Midrag
Medical Registration Act. The Mamo-
randum i3 published in these columng
elsowhere and the readars are requested
to go through it, to baable to follow the
avents referred to in these columnsg.

While introducing the Bill to amand
the Madras Madical Ragistration Act, in
the two houses of Lavislaturas, in the
middis of Santembar 1951, tha Publia
Health Minister and the Law Minister
poured forth mast vanomous falgs stata.
ments against Dr. Kamath which they
said were basad upon a contidantial
report submitted to the Govarnmant by
a Spacial Officer appninted by them in
April 1949 nearly threa years after ths
date when the rasults of tha 19144
elections were published. Dr. Kamath
challenged the Governmant to coma
out ot tha privalegad walls of tha
houses of Lagislature and repa2at what
the two ministers said within them. Sp
far they are silent. Thae Spacial Officar
held an enquiry on tha Mamorandum
of objections complainad of by the
defeated candidates who wsre styled
as Petitioners by the Spacial Officar
and the saven successfl candidateg—
the Presidant of the Madical Chuncil
Dr. Kamath and six mambarg of tha
Chuncil wera styled ag Raspondants,
Tha latter refusad to apo2ar bafops tha
enquiry officar who was asked by tham
to ma=ntion tha authority biginy nn
which, th2 enquiry was to bs held, Tha
Soazial Officar was silant thouyh in tha
summnonsg to De-Xamath as ths Prasidant
of tha Counzili ha thraatensd to tyks
action for disobaying the Spanisg
Ofticzr. This ha never did. 1t is thy,

evident that the enquiry had no legal
sanction,

Tha farca of an enquiry which was
actually a conspired plot, the actors
baing the Govarnmant, the defeated
candidates and Kuttabpa who was the
Ragistrar of the Madical Council and
whoss servicas were dispensed with by
the Madical Council for misconduct and
Incapacity. Mr. Kuttappa was the
Raturning Officer who conducted the
elections in 1946. His gervices were
lant to the Madical Council by the
Surgeon-General to do part time work
along with S or 6 clerks balonging to
the office of the Surgeon-General. Mr.
Kuttappaa ppealed to the members of the
Medical Council for re-instating him and
in his appeal he said among other
things that ha conducted the elections
independat of the President.

Tha evidence before the enquiry
officar was only from the defeated
cindidates. The patitionsrs were not
abls tn gat avan 3 sinyla vatar, Ytgidg
tha dafeated candidates though there
ware as many as 3087 voters who took
part in ths elactions. This was made up
and Mr. Kuttappa who, as Returning
Officer was solely rssponsibla for the
conduct of the elections, was transform-
21 into a sort of approver by the Spacial
Officar, evidently under instructions
from the Sovernment and was styled as
a''subs arvientand"willing subordinate”
of the Prasident, Dr! Kamath to make it
app2ar that the Returning officer com.
mitted irreqularitieag under the behest of
the Presidant. Mr. Kuttappa could not
bs a subsarvient subordinats of Dx_‘-
Kamath undar any stretch of imagi-
nation as while acting as the Returning
officar, he was directly under the
Surgeon-Gensral and his services were
lent to tha Msdical Council to do part
tima  work. Only ons atrocious
falsshand app2aring in theravort of the
Spacial officar, may be stated to indicate
to what extent, the dafeated candidates
and tha Snasial Offiesr want and con-
coctad evidanca againgt Dr. Kamath. It
132112354 in tha ranort to the effact that
Dr-Kimith gatavats of 1 luaatiz,nna De.
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Madhava Nayak, a retired Civil lf\jiaeis;ann;
furgeon, residing At Manqda laration
forged his signature in the‘ll ec aration
paper. Dr. Nayak though i and oo
ridden, is still in Mangalore, ar;‘o oule
indignantly say that those dw{ > wore
responsible for the fallse eaS tory
statement appearing in ’cheil n’?ﬂy 2
Officar's report, are mad and e may I
addition hold them Iiab.le {or civi
criminal action for the libsl.

i i t of the

After the confidential repor
special officer reﬁchgd itfai?tvte}:ralinetﬁte’
i the Sec
lé.g::riorzggta;ould not annihi'latg Dri
Kamath on the legaland c.onshtu;mtr;l:
field of battle between him gnfeatnd
Government who took tha. eas tljla
candidate under their protec’nol:houqht
defoated candidates mu.st 1'.xave thought
it very risky to gack ralief in iat' ourt of
law for the elections irreguleilhled rec(;.

ed bythem. The Government ha o
. to a new Rule which did not exis
mx‘-?zr to 1946 eloctions, as thay found
tphat even under Sactton 22 of the 'iﬂ'
the Government had no Dow'edr tiltthe;
to hold an enguiry or invali IaJthe
elections. Under the new ru e1 _ tY
transformed the Surgeon-Genera into
a tribunal to go into the electlonsj,
disputs a second time. The Surcl;ec;n
General was ordered by a _D- O etter
to declare the alactions invalid even
before he held a bogus enquiry.
The President and the Madical
Council who throughout actzi tgg
lagal advice, would not recogni _
Su%';e?m-Genaral asthe Medical Courﬁ:_xl
and the Surgeon-General obeyed 123
masters’ orders and declared the talec
tionsinvalid and ordered fresh elechor}:s-
The means and methods adopted by t ]e
Government are ynknown in the anna sré
of the histories of any Governman
either hers or elgewhera- Apart froni
the injustica dons t» Dr. Kamath Fi;’ll“
his team of su~casstul candldates: this
single act of Govarnmsant in tutormq}:o
the juldgs appointed by them thatthe
should pronounce julgmant as per the
orders of the Governmant, is enough to
condemn them and unseat them.

d from
Though Dr. Kamath was remove ¢
the Madical Council, the Governrg;?;
knaw his popularity with the mamb2

madical profession and appre.
ﬁigaeed that he would come back to the
Council, if elections were held. They
also knaw that if returned to the Coun.
cil, he would be at the helm of the
Madical Council, judging from the past
when Dr.Kamath continued to be the
Prasident for four successive terms
and that without contest. It must be
also within the knowledge of the
Government that ever since Dr- Kamath
enterad the Council in 1929, he gave
lot of troubles as an ordm{f\ry member
of the Council,to the successwe'Surgeon-
Generals, the ex-officio Pres1der.1ts of
the Council, in his fight to arr}ellorate
the lot of the independent med%cal pro-
fession who have been suffering from
the objectionable polic'y of th.e 'Gov.ern.
ment in showing invidlous' .dlstmchons
batween state-paid practitioners and
private practitioners. To meet such a
continagency, the Government have come
f~rward with a Bill to smend the Mad;as
Madical Ragistration A.ct, for reverting
to the old order of things a.nd h_ave a
Governmant nominated Preslden't in the
parson of the Head of the Medical De-
partment, his Deputy or a hunchman
of the Government. They have also
proposed another amendment amor}qst a
few others of lesser import, providing
for spacial powers to thg Governmept to
remove from the Medical Council a
mamber not wanted by the Governfneqt
a piece of legislation, the ‘like_ of which is
no't known in any consftltutlon. .Th?re
is a provision in the Indian Constitution
to remove a member of t.he House of
People for misconduct or misdemeanour
not by ths Government but by the
House of People itself.

The Madras Government seem to
have gonse amuckdue towant of control
over them. Time is ripe and events are
opportune either to bring them to their
sanses or unsaat them altoqethe_r. The
membars of tha medical DFOfGSSlon are
trusted by the people, rich or poor.
They are in a position toremedy the ills
from which the public sutfer, for wat}t .of
agood Government. They can Z:ldmln.IS'
ter a very good remady from their ch.aus
in their consultation rooms, quletl.y
without any fuss, by advising their
patients not to vote for the members
forming the present Government,
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THE MADRAS MEDICAL COUNCIL BEFORE AND AFTER 1944,

The Madras Medical Council cams
inta existence in 1915 and till 1944 the
President of the Council was the
Sargeon-General with the Government
of Madras, in his ex-offisio capacity. In
the middle of the year 1944 Dr. V. Rama
Kamath was first elected as the Presi-
dent of the Council by the membors of
theCouncil. From the year 1929 till 1939
he represented the Medical Licentiates
and all and sundry practitionsrs who
were not the graduates of the Madras
State Universities and who were not
slso in the British Madical Ragister.
From the year 1940 Dr. Kamath repre.
sented all registered medical practi-
tioners whose names are found in the
Meadras Medical Register.

In 1929 the office of the -Medical
Council was located in the residence of
the clerk of the Council ard the Regis-
trar of the Council with L. M. & S.
qualification attended the office as and
when he had leisure as he practised his
profession in spite of his being a full time
servant of the Council. Duting the 1929
elections Dr. Kamath foundin the course
of his electionsering campaign that there
were a large number of practitioners

possessing certificates indicating their -

Registration in the Provincial Register
but their names were not found in the
Register. It was not possible for him
then to find out the cause of such an
anomaly. After his entry into the
Council, when he was at an enquiry in
regard to disciplinary action againsta
registered practitioner, Dr. Kamath
accidentally came across a hand-written
medical Register in which lot of pages
were torn. The matter was then and
there reported to the Surgeon-General,
the then President. Later the matter
came before the Council and a commit.
tee was appointed by the Council to go
into the matter. The committee found
out with the help of the Council auditor
that a little over Rs. 5002 had been
defalcated and a large number of
names of the practitioners whq wore
jssued by the Registrar cort{ﬁczmtes
of registration, did not appear in the
printed register and there were lot of
errors in the cash book maintained by
the Registrar. This episode cost the

council Rs. 5000/- and the clerk only
was prosecuted and Sentenced to
imprisonmeat. Dr. Kamath would not
stop there, hs got the names of the
practionars who possessed the Registra-
tion Certificates entered in the Modical
Ragister and saw to it that the Regis.
trar who wag respoundible to convert the
Council into a State of Denmark, was
removed from office making good part
of the money, lost by the Council. All
this work Dr. Kmath could do by giving
notices of resolations. Till the entry of
Dr. Kamath into the Council not a
gingls member had recourss to such a
procodure to serve the members of the
medical profession.

The Modical Registers which are the
only documents to prove Registration
of practioners with their qualifications
and which had to bs published before
the end of the January following the
calondor year during which period the
practioners got registered, were not
published in time and the Registrar
tonk even 2 yoirs after due date to
publish the swmo. Dr. Kuasli evon-
tually succeeded at least to get the
Registers published earlier than before.

In addition to the improving the
administration of the Medical Council
Dr. Kamath had been doing all that was
possible, to put a stop to the invidious
distinctions shown by the Government
between State-paid practioners and
private practioners but the Government
had been callous and even adamant.
The callousness is seen more now than
during British Regime. Only one thing
could be achieved by Dr. Kamath in
this direction and that is, the abolition of
the baneful procedure of getting coun-
tersignod the Medical Certificates issued
by private practitioners by the Govern-
meat Madioal Officers. Bu’ the Govern.
ment introduced another objeotional
procsdure of obtaining second opinion
on tho certificates issued by private
practioners, At the instance of Dr,
Kamath, the Medical Council unani-
mously protested against the latter
procedure but with no effect.

At the instanoce of Dr. Kamath the
Indian Medioal Dagrees Aot was amen.

THE MEDICAL PRACTITIONER

ded to make it easily possible to prose-
cute quacks from assuming bogus
madical qualifications. During the
period when Dr. Kamath was the
President of the Council a large number
of quacks were recommended to the
Government by the Medical Council for
prosecution. But the Government did
not take action in a large number of
cases. One such glaring case should be
mentioned as the complainants in this
case were Registered Practioners of
Anantapur, who brought to the notice
of the Medical Council that a person
assuming bogus degrees was put in
the list of qualified practioners for doing
inoculations against cholera. The
Council warned the Muncipal Health
Officer for his indiscretion but they
could do nothing to the bogus
practioner as it was the Govern-
ment who should prosecute him. The
Medical Council recommended his
prosecution. This bogus practioner was
a Councillor of Anantapur Muncipality
and he was managing to get his
certificates recogaised by the Revenue
Dopurbment, Police Department not to
mention about the other Government
Departments. The Government wouid
not prosecute him as it was reported
that a henchman of the Government
managed to hush up the case. This
bogus practioner is still at large ham-
pering the growth and prosperity of the
scientific medical profession.

During the regime of the ex-Officio
Presidents of the Council, it was possible
for persons holding bogus qualifications
to be in the Provincial Medical Register.

_One such person was a compounder,

working in the Raja Ramaswamy Muda-
liar lying in Hospital, attached to the
Stanley Medical College then Royapuram
Medical School. This compounder was
later able to be a Honorary Presidency
Magistrate. Dr, Kamath, while serving
as an ordinary member of the Council,
was able to detect these fraudulent
registrations and got the Medical
Register weeded out of their existence.

There were quacks and charlatans
mostly in villages during foreign rule.
Dr. Kamath did his best to reduce their
member when he was an ordinary mem.
ber of the Council and after he became
the President, he led a crusade against
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the quacks and the Council requested
the Government more than once
through resolutions to see to it atleast
that the quacks wao easily entered the

ogister maintained by the Board of
Indian Medicine, brought about not by
lvw but by an Administrative Order of
the Government, did not use drugs and
appliances pertaining to the scientific
system of medicine, popularly known as
Allopatheic system. But th> Goven-
ment took no steps in this direction, To
the extent the Medical Counecil had
been persistently dinning into the ears
of the Government about the danger of
quacks to the same extent the Govern-
woent have been deaf and have been
actually encouraging quackery. The
Government seem to be of the opinion
that the rural folk who form more than
907, of the total population of the State
and who are mainly responsible to fill up
the exchequer of the Government did
not need qualified medical-men to treat
them when they are ill. The Govern-
ment have decided to let loose quacks
on the villags population to serve as an
eye wash for medica] relief. If the
Government persist in their policy
unhampered, Government trained
quacks would flood towns and oities also
to the detriment of the health and wel-
fare of the public. A Medical Counoil
with a an ex-officio president would not
be able to raise his finger against the
policy of the (overnment however
dangerous it may be.

The Medical Register is a public doou-
ment within the meaning of the Indian
Evidence Act,to prove the qualifications
of registered practioners. There had
been a large number of Government
Medical Officers who possessed specialist
qualifications which entitled them to
aspire for specialist appointments under
the Government. The President Dr,
Kamath had been repeatedly bringing
to the notice of the Government through
the head of the Medical Department
that the Government should not recog.
nise an officer as a specialist unless his
specialist qualifications were entered in
the Medical Register, The Govern-
ment had been to the same extent
lukewarm. Yet, Dr. Kamath was able
to persuade a few such specialists to get
their specialist qualifications registered,

)
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* Evag, the very fmﬂéﬂ{eﬂtal of the
edicht - Registtation Agt has been
ignérod.;\b‘yfh_e Govebtment in regard
to the appolntments of Modical Officers
under them. There is atleast one
Government pensioner so far detect.
ed who was in service at the time when
the Provincial Medical legister was
bionght into existence in 1915 and
whose name is not found in the Medi-
cal Register. When Dr, Kamath was
an ordinary member of the Medical
Council and later when be served as its
President, he brought to the notice of the
Surgeon-General that house appoing-
ments were made in the Gevernment
Hospitals with total disregard to the
Medical Act as they were found working
in the hospitals without being registered.
Yet-even this day Dr. Kamuth’s warning
Seems to have had little or no effect,
It was the lot of Dr. Kamath to remind
L M. S. Officers including successive
Surgeon-Generals to register themselves
before they drew their salaries. A few
L M. 8. officers did even protest as they
said their names were in the British Ibn-
gister. They eventually had to yield not
because of Dr. Kamath but for fear of
not ‘getting their pay, There was
one Director of Public Health who
could serve as such for several
months without being in the Register,
he was also eventually warned at
the inatance of Dr. Kamath. There hag
been instances of criminal violation of
the Medical Act by those in authority
in regard to the appointment of subsi-
dised rural practioners and honorar
Medical Officers. A. District Medical
Officer of the Nilgiris District appointed
a dresser retired from Malayan service
a8 a subsidised practioner. The latter
applied to the Medical Council for regis.
tration. Dr., Kamath was then an
ordinary member of the Council. When
Col. Stott, the then ex-officio President
of the Medical Council put his appli-
cation before the Council, Dr. Kamath
expressed his surprise that the D, M. Q.
Nilgiris allowed the applicant to
serve a8 a rural practioner wunder
him and said, apart from entertaipin
the application of & dresser for
registration, the D. M. O. should be
- asked to explain his conduct. Just ag
- the fag end of the service of Dr. Kamath
a8 President, he deteoted acase in the

A" ’

Tanjore Distriot where a layman had
been serving as a honorary Medical
Officer in & Government Hospital. Dr,
Kamath instructed the Registrar to
bring this eriminal neglect on the part
of the concerned authorities to  the
notice of the Government. Dr. Kamath
now learns that no action has been taken
by the Government. Evidentally the

Government could uot sondemn them-
selves.

The readers would be shocked to learn
that the proceedings of the Medioal
Council had not been confirmed as re-
quired by law ever since the Medical
Council came into existence in 1915 til)
1944 when Dr, Kamath became its
President. The matger was dunly reported
G the Government and {he Government
advised Dr. Kamath to get the proceed.

ings confirmed with 4 refrospective
effect. : :

Dr. Kamath was an active Watoh
Dog not only of the Medical Council as
such but also of the interests of the
members of the noble profession in ang
outside servic.. The Gavernment did
not want him to continue his services
to the medical profession and indirectly
to the general public. They got rid of
him for his doggedness in defying illegal
Government Orders in the matter of
alleged imagipary irregularities in the
1946 Medical Council elections which
Dr. Kamath did with the approval of
the Council and on legal advice. Dr.
Kamath will be failing in his duty if he
does not express his deep feelings of
gratitude to his collegues in the Madras

Medical Council who treated him as the’

eidest member of a happy joint family,
The quantity and quality of work tu ned
out by Dr, Kamath in the Councll, is
entirely due to the brotherly help and
Co-operation he had from the members
of the Council. Though the majority of
members of the Council were either
Government medical officers in high
position or Qovernment nominated
members, never did they make Dr,
Kamath feel that they were outside the
fold of the entire medioal profession as
such. Or else how could Dr. Kamath
defy the illegal sots o’ omission and

commission per etrated orn.
ST
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THE MEDICAL PRACTITIONER IS NOT A
BUSINESS THAT IS RUN FOR PRIVATE GAIN.
ITS FUTURE EXISTENCE DEPENDS ENTIRELY
ON ITS PATRON-SUBSCRIBERS. ITS SUB.
STANCE WILL BE ITS SHOW TO DESERVE
ITS USEFULNESS.

AFFAIRS OF THE MEDICAL PROFESSION
ARE CONSIDERED TO BE OF LITTLE OR OF
NO IMPORTANCE BY THE LAY PRESS. IT IS
[HEREFORE NECESSARY THAT THE MEM-
BERS OF THE MEDICAL PROFESSION SHOULD
TREAT THE MEDICAL PRACTITIONER AS A

FORUM TO VENTILATE THEIR GRIEVANCES.
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THE COLUMNS OF THE MEDICAL PRACTL
TIONER WILL ALWAYS BE KEPT AT THE
SERVICE OF THE MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS
WHEREVER THEY BE AND IN WHATEVER
POSITION. THE VILLAGE DOCTORS WILL
RECEIVE SPECIAL ATTENTION.. |
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THE TEST OF TRIALS,

'MENESTRIN CAPSULES

SAFE AND CERTAIN CONTRACEPTIVE
BY MOUTH

KOO-KOOMIN

FOR WHOOPING COUGH

P T T,

Try the above Specialities
If Other Remedies Disappoint You.

ENQUIRIES ANSWERED WITH PLEASURE
BY THE MANUFACTURERS.
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