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“Crities, with but y X
and with the corroding poieda
cynicism warping their Judgemeut; SRy that the A ol
Fducation movement is a “‘farce,”” and must not b
countenaneed, - b . ¥

The answer is, Adult Education is a'n
process which was neglected by the Bri
were just making hav while the sun was shminz,
cared not a hoot to raise India to high level;
getting a chancs only since Independeyce w
and it'is Ito thrwart M&ith the
rance’ aldwt;g:ma\lce of mfajudgment.

Detractors, with their  usual supe
that money spent on Adult duca

. the public funda o
4

That is simply fdiculous. Money. #ge
Edueation is an investment whijch: will*git
dividend of general ¢ fure which {8 the only’ )
and’ ard for peace, progress.and pmspm
aim i munexceptisnable ; ‘the: sbjective, net
desirable and laudablebit alsoecessary and ‘m

only, change the methods it  have gone wrong, 2
shake oﬁ ﬂoveplmess—-s -
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earnest attempts to help on the

~,cause of Adult Ecucation. He has

# set up a separate temporary section
in his Department to collect infor-
mation. He has issued a question-
naire to District Beards, Munici-
palities and Panchayat Boards. after
receipt of replies and tabulation,
it appears, he is desirous of calling
a conference of people interested in
improving the present position and
giving a proper drive to the Adult
Literacy and Adult Social Edu-
cation endeavour in this State. We
welcome this move of the Education
Secretary as indicative of an active
interest in the cause. However, it
appears necessary that we should

~ present a picture -of the working

of the Adult Education scheme in

ur State as a whole so that the

ultimate decision may run on proper

lines.

The Literacy Effort has come to

literacy for full life, and it must
help him lead the best community life
heiscapable of. A Community Centre
reproducing local community life inits
most enjoyable and ennobling form
will prc. ~bly be the best for proper
Adult Lwucation. Natlurally, such
Centres can only be very limited in
numbers as they are costly to esta-
blish and costly to run. The results
also are slow. Though the drive for
Adult Literacy requires the comm-
unity spirit and certain community
environment, it cannot wait indefi-
nitely to develop through ideal
arrangements. While . its cost has
barred us from thinking of starting
Community Centres, though very
early in the history of the South
Indian Adwit Education Association a
scheme was projected of five
months training for our workers
in fairly ideal rural surroundings, we
have stuck to the value of the comm-
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out to work 2 '?ﬁ§
this spirit in
enleiro(r;ment forith iy -
really does not respon 1e-appro-
aches of the teacher. In ‘%32; c%ges,
where the teacher complains that
adults do not respond at the start
or, as time goes on, of falling
strength, the reason really is want
of this community atmosphere.
Realising this grave conseruence,
wherever we have had anything to
do with the training of teachers, we
huve stressed the means to streng-
then this community atmosphere—
Proper previous propaganda, acquain-
tance with the adult, service to him
wherever possible, social atmos-
phere at the regular Centre, with
song, verse, bhajana, ballad singing,
playlet, news reading, shadow play
and the like as a constant programme.
This insistence is now a part of the
syllabus for training teachers. Even
the shortlesson of half an hour out of
an hour and a half has to be taught
keeping in mind the social import of
the word, the sentence or the lesson
presented. The teacher of adults is
expected to draw to the Centre the
people of the village, the educated
and the illiterate, and to establish
contacts for ‘Each One Teach One’
purposes. It is with this outlook
hat from the very start of the
effort we have advocated coordi-
nation of efforts of ameliorative
Departments like the Firka Develop-
ment Department, the Harijan Wel-
fare  Department, the Labour
Department, the Agricaltural, the
Co-onerative and the' Health Depart-
menls and the Basic Educatiouist,
for a combined effort by all these
may produce a fair substitute for a
full-fledged Community Centre. It
is only latterly that a directive has
heen issued by the Government
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.to shut down. The
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that all the Officers of these Debart-
ments should visit the Adult Literacy

Centres and give advice and eey

guidance. This order has yet to be
obeyed.

In regard to the teaching per-
sonnel for Adult Education, the first
view was that Elementary Schoo]
teachers should not be froubled.
But by experience it has been found
that they are the only agency availa-
ble in the villages that can run a sys-
tematic attempt. They are gene-
rally speaking poor stuff for Adult
Education work, the Elementary
Education which th-y had received
having deteriorated badly over.
scores of years of falling standards
In general cultural developments.
It is very essential that they should
have good training. The six weeks
now given to their training is barely

adequate. The syllahus drawn up .

for them is fairly conceived to give
them a general grounding to read
a newspaper and explain the main
items to the adult. Though the
training of teachers wag begun
fairly early, there was no plan for
encouraging the treined personnel,
Practically, till January 1950, there
was more discouragement than en-
couragement. The trained men had
to get double permission—the per-
mission of their employers, generally
the District Boards ‘and the per-
mission of the Education Department
—to open Adult ILeteracy Centres,
The Cuddapah District Board at one
stage actually ordered the Adult
Literacy Schools run by its employees
ucati

Department stuck to its rules,ata]ﬁg
would not permit beyond the sanc.
tioned number per district, three or
five in the first'year. A number of
Adult Education trained men, who
had been running Centres for

ADULT EDUCATION REVIEW 567"

months on end got disspirited, gave
up the chase once for ‘all. The
Department of Education vcalled on

<~7Adult Education trained teachers
4 to show cause why they had not

opened Adult Literacy Classes,
while at the same time sending
orders to their subordinates remind-
ing them that the number of Adult
Literacy Schools sanctioned for the
district were only so many (fixed).
To add to this, from the start
untrained teachers have been
allowed to work at Adult Literacy
Centres. Deputy Inspectors of
Schools and District Educational
Officers, themselves not knowing
very much of Adult Education or its
implications, did freely permit
untrained men to start work. In
fact, there was no plan in what was
being done excepting that of putt-
ing down enthusiasm and generated

W‘?hopes. The Department has run all

the time as its own adviser with its
officials overburdened with their
files in regard to so many other
“matters. The so-called Advisory
Sub Comwittee for Adult Educa-
tion domineered by the representa-
tive of the Director has rarely been
calied and consuited on matters of
plan or policy. All attempts to get
some proper sharing of work bet-
ween the non-official agencies at
work and the Department have so
far failed. The first Honorary Asso-
ciate in the Department’s work was
called upon only to organise Train-
ing Centres, not having anything
to do with the working of the

-8cheme otherwise. After an Hon-
#orary Associate was thought of for
~the Tamilnad one year ago, they

were offered opportunity to visit
Adult Literacy Centres and Training
Schools, to do propaganda for -Adult
Education and to form Village Com-

mittees, ete. They systematically sent
reports month by month and there-
in gave suggestions and made re-
commendations. We are not aware
as to what the effect of all this has
been. Sri G. Harisarvothma Rau
has carefully examined the quéstion
why our Literacy Centres do not
come up to the mark. According to
him, the untrained teacher, who
probably is a very big number even
now, works in the spirit of the old
Night School, with no local
committee formed, with no concep-
tion of the community spirit or of
upto  date educational methods.
Even where trained men are working
the community aspect 1is not
attended to properly. The Inspect-
ing staff has the Elementary School
routine method, mechanically re-
cording statistics and making formal
observations. Moreover, the aids
to create a Community Centre are
badly wanting. Even a bright light
is not vouchsafed to the Centre,
The teacher is not supplied with the
dailly newspaper, nor has he maps
and reference books, of even an
elementary  nature. More than
this, in most places, the Centre is
often closed for long periods as per
rules governing Elementary Schools
the teacher taking casual leave and
other leave adding further to the
closure, without a substitute taking
his place. A break of three days
before the adult has fairly begun
to read and write means a relapse;
and constant relapses like this mean
no progress for ail the time. .Such
continued inefficiency produces very
demoralising effects. Where the
teacher and the learning adult_s are
earnest and the learners put in 60
regular attendances- they easily
pick up reading. Therefore, the ques-
tion of attendance. and continuous
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school days has to be attended
to, if any results should be expected.
Such a thing has not been done so
far, and it will not be a wonder if
statistical data prove the uselessness
of the efforts. We do not desire to
prolong this story.

We only desire to point out that
the Madras scheme, in its essentials,
is a sound scheme aiming at Liter-
acy for the Adult’s life’s purposes
trying to bring him up to the level
of reading a newspaper, using as
much of the community method as
possible both to attract him to the
Centre as well as to give him the
opportunity, as best as possible, to
develop community consciousness,
The rest of the other Provinces in
India tried the mere mechancial
literacy programmes first without
enough training for doing the work,
and failed and as a reaction have

begun to advocate what they call
emphasis on Social Education.” Qur
view in° Madras is that while we
give sufficient importance to Socialf
Education and community atmos-
_phgrg we equally desire to make the
mdn_ndual fit, in as short a time as .
possible, to educate himseif through
the written or printed word which is
the only available channel to-day
for_‘ accurate learning and workman-
ship forproductive life, A tightening
up of the programme with sufficient
aids'to make Adult Literacy Centres
work and Community Centres deve-
lop and to foster a co-operative

spirit between the Education Depart-

ment and non-official participants, is
fairly all that is necessary to givé a
right direction to the effort in our
State. The danger that formalism
and red-tapism breed is imminent and
steps should be taken to ward it off
as best as possible. !

rsem—

East Godavari Gives Magnificent Support to
Adult Education Movement,

Excellent Example of Official-unofficial Co-operation.

July 15 was a great day in the annals of Adult ion i
~ Godavari District, and of Andhra Desa in general. fiducation in East

Miss Hemamalini gave an exquisite Bharata Natya perfor

mance to the accompani-

ment of Padams by her sister Miss Padmini, at the Purna Theatre, Kakinada

Daughters of the late C. K. Vijayaraghavan, 1 C.8, the ¢
place in the realm of dance and music, and have bat few ¢
Their success is due to the fact that they are devotees of the art for i
respond only to the ga.ll of service in the furtherance of national i(?;a.;:s at:]v;n O?ﬁ'ke'.
tney are not professionals out to nake name that means money and pleasure. Jecti

‘Purna’ was a veritable sea of unmoving,
gpeli-bound, faces watching the Sublime
and the Beautiful floating in mental and
physical vision.

The proud mother, Mrs. C. K. Vijaya-
raghavan, was there, ocoupying a promi.

nent place in the audience, watching with |

joy inexplicable the performance of her

isters occupy an eminent
quals and none superior.
and
ves ;

davghters who blended so well indeed th é
it seemed they were ) at -
fested in two bodies. but One Soul mani- -
The popular Collector, Sri VV. Sybra-
manyam, 1 C. 8, whose mere wish was
honoured as a call to service, and who
had demonstrated within the brief -spell

(Continued on page 588.)
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Role of Local Bodies in Adult Education.

BY L. C. RICHARD,
Municipal Commissioner, Cuddalore.

The view that in the existing state of affairs Loocal Bodies are the best agency
for promotmg Adult Social Education, including Adult Literacy, is gaiuning strength,
Theyare dong what they can, and they will do better with better resources. The
question is discussed threadbare by the author who has personal experience of the

existing handicaps—ZXditor, A. E. R.]

) Introduction.
Tt is not true to sav Local Bodies in
Madras State have given no thought to
Aduit Educatign. Tne Reading Rooms

"and the I, braries they are runuing are

proofs of their respouse, inso far asit lay
in their power under the governing Acts.
The Pubiic Heaith D:partment, through
their magic lantern lectures on health and
sanitation, carry out propagandd in and out
of season on the preveution of epidemics.
But the opemng of Adult Education
Centres and Literacy Schools as sucht have
not been regular features for the simple
reason that tuere was no specific obligation
cast on the Local Bodies in this regard.

Government Orders

The first relevant order on the subject
was passed by the Government when a
brilliant scheme was uufolded in G. O. No.
846 Education dated 9-4-48. Itis only
three years after that we observe the
implementation of the ideas contained there-
in ; although the Training of Youth Leaders
and Social Workers stiil remains to be
fulfilled in the spirit in which the idea waz
conceived. D-:fining the role of the Local
Bodies, the G. O.laid down that their
teachers could be deputed for training in
Adult Literacy work and such teachers
could receive remuneratioh from the funds
of the Elementary Education account of
the Mun:cipality or the Local Board.

Not many teachers took advantage of
this additional remun<ration nor were they
persuaded to do so by the Local Bodies, und
it becamne necessary for the Government to
issue an appeal for support to the Govern-
ment scheme of Adult Education ; but in

the matter of sanctioning travelling allow-

ance to the Local Board teachers for
training or subsidising their training itself
the Government were more tight-fisted. It
was a *‘ take it or leave it” policy which
ounly very few Local Bodies appreciated,
and thean came another sop, Teachers
serving in Adult Literacy Schools were

permitted to receive fees from adults who
volunteered payment, regularly or occasion-
allv but strictly forbade regular levy and
collection. It was . followed by another
very tempting amenity provided by the
Government, one vear after the original
Adult Education scheme was made known,
that Local Board teachers could be deemed
as teacher- managers if thev ran Adult
Literacy Schools and could be disbursed
grants from Government after recognition.
But recognition from the Education Depart-
ment was uot so easily forthcoming and in

actual practice the offer of grant on recogni.
tion meant verv litile to the teachers, and
thev conld not be drawn out to serve a
noble cause. Government further liberalised
the rulesin 1949, 1950 and 1951 making the
pavment of travelling allowance aud cou-
tingencies to teachers a legitimate charge
on Local Body finances, They even admitted
Local Body Adult Literacy Schools to- .
subsidy from State funds. They prescribed
suitable books for use in such schools,
allowed a petromax light and a bagatell-
board, thev encouraged the celebration of
Adult Education Weeks and the associa-

tion of the Local Bodies with such Associa- -
tions as the South Indian Adult Education

Association but the response from the

Iocal Bodies still remains luke-warm and

not in the least reciprocative, Government

were even prepared to permit the Local
Bodies to open Rural Colleges although'.:
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thev ware not prepared to let them establish
Arts Colleges.  But it has all been in vain.

Why this truant role 7

With the unique exception of the Cudda-
lore Municipality in South Arcot, other
Local Bodies in the District were the last
to open Adult Literacy Schools. The
observation of activities in other districts of
the State goes to show that there exists a
formidable element of opposition to this
form of educational activity. *The Mail'
newspaper characterised the wotk done in
Cuddalore, South Arcot, as ‘‘ misplaced
effort.” It pointed out that while more
important amsnities like water supplv and
drainage, good roads and lighting awaited
fuifilmenr, not to sp:ak of iree and com-
pulsory educatiou for all children of schoal
age anv expenditure on Advll Education
was just irittering away of resorces which
were alreadv ont to the bone by the fearful
depredations of the State Government on
local taxation. At the Tanjore Conference
on Aduic Education held in 1930 a resolu-
tion was passed spousored bvtwo poweriul
Chairmen of premier Muuicipalities in the
Sonth that there can bz no Adult Eduea-
tion in locai areas without adequate Siate
support.

It would appear then that the reluctauce
of the Liocal Bodies to plav their full role
in A¢nlt Elucation is chiefly due to poor
finances.

How to leap the financial hurdle,

The adults in any town contributes their
share to local and wuational taxes under
smoking, sales-taxing, pan chewing, etc,
No portion of these revenues is assigued
to the L,ocal Bodies for specific purposes.
If 2 new responsibility is sought to be laid
on a Local Bodyv it is only in the fitness of
things that a new source of revenue is
found out and made over.

Bat, is it improper for a Local Badv to
endeavour to meet a new obhigation to
societv in a changing world ? It has been

said that as we approach fuil democracy

the obiigations of the common men to
society breome acate and more rumerons :
but this obligation is reciprocative. Society

owes it to itself to educate its members to
a fuller awareness of the commion obliga-
tious of citizenship, Ii Aduit Educationis
made obligatory cn the part of the Local
Bodies as it is in England on Local Educa-
tion Authority, under the Education Act
Of 1944, there wiil be a degree of psycho-
logical adjustment to the problem 1 local
areas in our owu State. [ soucht 10 move
for such an amendment in the District
Municipalities Act Vide Ruie 47 of sciiedule
4 of Part 2 of the Rules relating 1o ex-
penditure by Municipalities, but { have not
vet succeeded in interesting the authorities
and others concerned sufficientlv seriously
to take it up forthwith. Similarly, in
Panchavat villages the respousibility for
rununiugan Adult{Social) Kiducation Centre
way rest withs the Village Panchavat which
under the new Act has been invested with
enormous powers, even jvdicial, and provi-
ded with funds for such urgent national
social work. All that we need to is to make
expenditure on Adult Education obligatory.

An indispensable role for Local Bodies ?

The success or failure of a local authority
depends largely on the propaganda aud
publicity it is able to make on its behalf.
The wheels of administration, it will be no
exageralion to state, will be greased by
Adult Education in civic affairs, Civic
education is as essential to a town dwejler
asagricultural education istoa farmer. In
this regard. at any rate, Local Bodies could
play a significant role. The London County
Council, we believe, runs 150 evening
classes in their institutes for the express
benefit of the adults. Apart from the smail
fee they collect from the students, subsidies
are received by them trom the Ministyv of
Education to no small extent, and they
have not chosen to shirk the responsibility
for educating their adults. While ibe
popuiation of men and women is more or
less equal today in urdan areas in Madras
State the literacy of women is roughly 1/5
of that of men. In Cuddaiore the ﬁgur‘es of
literacy are 30.9 per cent for men angd 6.3
per cent for women, Ceunt per cent literacy
is what we shouid aim at 1n a Local Bodv
area and Local Bodies cantiot be deemed
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to have entered on their role fullv and truly
tnless they train their free power on the
illiterates of their town asin the “*Charge of

the Light Brigade ”, “Canon in front of

them, cannon behind them, voileyed and
thundered ",

Real Service to the Nation Unostentatiously Done.

We have been receiving letters galore praising the work done by the first South
Indian Seminar on Adult ' Eaucauqn organised bv and held under the auspices of the
South Indian Adult Education Association in April 1951, We publish the following as

being typical :

To

The Organising Secretary,

The South Indian Adult Education
Association, Madras.

It has been my great pieasure to read the
report of the proceedings of the First South
Indian Adult Education Seminar in your
‘Review’. And I wiil be ratling in my duty
it Ido wot contnibute these toliowing few
words in appreciation ot the spirit and
service of the Southh Indian Adult Educa-
tion Associatiou.

In our country hardlv a day passes when
we do not hear ot one Conference or a other
in this corner or that of the land. The
whole atmosphere is infected with Con-
ferences, meetings, strikes and such iike
political adventures of those favoured few
who direct the ignorant pubiic to meet
their own political private ends. And
hence in these days of poiitical stunts, it
gives not a little relief to fiud that there are
people, amidst us, whose only aim is to be
of real service to the nation, whose only

jsh is to be helpful and useful to the
ivl?iterate and the ignorant, whose only
ambition is to estabiish in this country a
‘Raj of Wisdom’ where every man can
understand what he is talking about or
what he is listening to.

The Sonth Indian Adult Education
Seminar held at Advar, Madras, under the
auspices of the S.I.LA E.A. was a nou-party,
non-communal and unofficial gathering and
as such had the active svmpathyv of all the
different schools of thought and profession.
Madras State has always been on the front

page in the fieid of education, aud hence it
1s quite meet that the First Regional
Seminar on Adult Education shouid bave
been held in Madras and that too in
‘Damodar Gardens,” Advar, a place, in the
words ot Srimathi Rukmini Devi, with a
great educational historv toits credit, a
background of freethinking and an
atmosphere of culture. So we can rightly
feel proud of ourselves,” But we owe this,
our pride, to the South Indian Adult
Education Association, which is just
another name for the living zeal of the two
great Adult Educationists, the Hon’ble
Mr. J L.P. Roche Victoria and Sri T.J.R.
Gopal. But, however, we cannot pass on
without a2 word of tribute -to the so many
other organisers aud workers but for whose
co-operation the efforts of the former wouid
have proved futile.

As one just enterting the field of fighting
Adult Dlneracy in our surroundings, I
bave closely gone through the whole of the
report and, though not an expert on the
matter, I can make boid to say that all the
aspects of the problem had been attended
to and the Recommendations made are the
best possible solutions to meet the situation.
Hoiding of the deliberations in separate
language groups itself clearly exhibited full
appreciation ot the probiem peculiar to this
Siate. The gathering had helped pool
together the various and varving experi.
enices of different workers trom different
corners of the State and evolve the correct
solutions for the various problems
confronting us in our ‘Adult Education
Drive’s And that they have been fully
successful in their efforts is clearly reflected
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in the Recommendations made and the
resolutions passed.

It does not give a little surprise that the
'Seminar was an unqnalified success, when
it is understood that the Seminar had been
addressed, and participated in, by
distingunished personalities like Professor
Humavun Kabir, Joint-Secretary to the
Government of India, Ministrv of Educa-
tion, Miss Eila Griffin, Unesco expert on
Adult Eincation, Sri T.S. Avinasilingam,
former Education Minister of Madras,
Sri K, M. Uunithan, Secretarv to the
Government of Madras, Dzpartment of
Educarion, and so manv  others, Sri
K M, Uanithan's Valed:ctorv Address was
full of information and practical sugges-
tions touching almost ali aspects of the

candidate is quite groundless. Then, what
is the purpose of examinations and tests?
Ii the present svstem of examining does
not prove quite successful to test the real
capacity and knowledge of an examinee,
then a new system fituing the need mwav be
evolved. But anvwav why insist on the
school attendaunce? Wnv worrv how one
has studied ? A man shonid be valued by
his knowledve and not bv his atiendance
in any school or institution, WWhnenever
and wherever possible every adult must be
given a chauce to sit for anv examination
in the State and such studeuts who could
pass the necessarv examinations must be
ailowed to sit for anv competitive tests and
the age bar should not stand 1n their wav,
I believe this view, is quite in tune with the
spirit of the * Fuudamental Rights’, which

. - A b 1 . . N . .
prob'iem on hand. Mrs. K. W. Wilder's plea are the foundation ot our Counsntution,

for the Roman Script could not be under«
stood and appreciated. Those with a
knowledge of Urdu wounld have well
realised ‘'what a quixotic turn the langnage
is given bv the Roman Scriptin the Indian
Fighting Forces. It will be more than
ridiculous to use the Roman Script in the
languages of Dravidian root.

Srimathi C. R. Satvabhama has raised a
fitting question—shonld there not be
" common tests throughout the Presidency?
Thnis question, I rear, has not been fully
answered in the Seminar. However, the
Recommendation of the ‘Committee on
Agency’ requesting everv University to
oven a new Dezpartment of Social Adult
Education is weicomed.

In this connection, it will be just keeping
in tune with the times to keep ail examina-
tions of ail School-Boards and Universities
open to all adult candidates to appear
p}ivately'. Que rails to understgn_d the fun
of allowing teachers and canduaat_es vynh
war service to sit for certain examinations
privatelv while keeping the same examina-
tions out of bounds to the other un.‘o_rmnat'e
manv who could not go to schools in their
teens due to no faults of their own. The
fear, if there be anv, thatthe stangard of
education will come down by keeping the
examinations open to every adult private

The Governmeut cannot cXpsrience auy
difficulty in appreciating tiis view, it they
do entertain a sincere beliet in speeding up
the liquidation of illiteracy in this land.

Going through ail the deitberations and
Recommendations o! the various commit-
tees of the Seminar on the various aspects
of the ‘Adult Education’ problem, one
could safely feel that Professor Humavun
Kabir's hope that “D-:legates will ¢o back
strengthened in their aith through the
interchanye of kuowledge and luspired with
the consciousness of noble tasks uobly
faced ” has been fuilv realised,

Ending I cannot but punse a minute to
pav my tributes tothe ¢ Adult Education
Review’; for its vivid description of the
events makes the reader forget himself f8r
a minute and feel that he is one of the
participants 1in the deliberations of the
Seminar.

I wish the South Indian Adnlt Educa-
tion Association and the 'Adult Education

Review' everv success in thelr task of
‘educating our masters’,

R. GoviNDaRaM, A-M.LET, (Loud),

Mudurai, 29-6-51,
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Combating Adult Illiteracy in Madras State.

The Goyem_ment_ of Madras are collecting data for framing a policy and
p Programme of action for wiping out Adult Iiliteracy. )

An informal conference was held
between the Govermmeunt of Madras and
the South Indian Adult Education Asso-
ciation at 12 noon of Mondav, tile 2nd
July 1951, in the Secretariat Room of the
Hon’ble Mr. J. L. P. Roche-Victoria,
Minister for Food and Fisheries, Madras
State, for exchange of ideas as to how
Adult Srcial Education might be planned
in Madras Stiate, and as to how, as the
first ana foremost step in the direction,
complete  Adult Literacv  might be
achieved as quickly as possibie.

The Government of Madras was re-
presented by its Edncation Secretary, Sri
K. M. Unnithan, and the Ascociation bv
its Chier Office-bearers: Sri K. S. Rama-
swami Sastri, Presidert, Sri G. Harisarvo-
thama Rau, Vice-President, the Hon'ble Mr.
J.L.P. Roche-Victoria, General Secretary,
Sri T. J. R. Gopal, Organisiug Secretary,
and Sri S. Airavatham, Pubiicity Secretary.

Sri K. M. Unuithau srated that T,ocal
Bodies—the Distriet Boards, the Munici-
pal Councils and the Panchavats—had been
asked to supply all the availabie informa-
tion about what was being done to promote
Agult Literacy in their respective areas
and that soon after all the particulars were
recg’ved. the Government wouid be in a
position to take up and consider and
formulate a policy and a programme ot
action for wining out Adult iliiteracv. The
main object of the facts-gat'ueriug 'survey
was to find out how Government monev
had been spent so far and how best it
could be spent in the future. The propo-
sals addressed to the Government bv the
South Indian Adult Education Associa-
tion would be cousidered along with the
data supplied bv ‘the Local Bodjes.

The view held and often frankly ex-
pressed by some observers, that what was
being done in respect of Adult Education
was a farce and a fraud on the public
funds, was a challenge to be met both bv

the Government and the individuals and
3

Associations interested in promoting Adult
Education ; it behoved them to see that the
“farce” if anv, was ended and the
“frand ” if auy, countered and stopped. The
objective was essential and excellent ;
only the methods pursued might call for
modification, more or less drastic. The
danger of relapse into illiteracy to which
His Excellency the Governor of Madras
had drawn attention in his Coonoor Adult
Education Workers Conference speech must
be averted at all cost. The fruition of
any programme or plan of action would
depend  on the machinery emploved,
operationaland supervisory. Adult Social
Education was a concern of and required
co-ordination between three Departments
of Governmeut, ot Education, of Local Self-
government and ot Firka Development,

During the discussion that followed, the
Hou'ble Mr. J.L.P. Roche-Victoria said
that the strengthening of the existing, and
setting up of new, Committees in the
Districts, which required co-operation
between the official and the unofficial
agencies, were essential to the success of
anv programme of Adult Social Educae
tion.

Sti G. Harisarvothama Rau said it pleased
him not a little to see that the Government
had started thinking and come to view the
problems of Aduit Hducation, as he and
the Association had viewed them, and it
was his hope that the problems would be
tackled effectiveiv. The Community
Centre method was the best that could be
thought of: it was best suited to adult
psychology in that it alone could make the
process of becoming literate enjoyable
aud it was best calcuiated to arouse and
secure  public interest and support,
The co-ordination between the Education,
the Local Self-government and the Firka
Development  Departments should be
rendered increasingly effective and fruitful,
quick and real. It was certainly desirable
and necessary tQ raise the special type of
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teaching personnel required, but that was
unrealisable without vast sums of money
being spent, Governmental activily and
outlook - were necessarily circumseribed
and limited bv its budeetary position; and
§0, it was inevitable and inescapable that
for some considerable length of time to
come onlv Elementary School teachers
could b2 emnloved to comdinet Adult
Literacv Classes, and the Communitv
Centre method must await a better dav to
get a real chance, although admittediv it
was the only effective and right method
of promoting Adult Social Education, In
the mean-time, Governmen: inight consi-
der the suggestions ¢ utainsd in the edi-
torial of the Juue issue of the Addult Edu-
cation Revicw, the official monthlv
Journal of the Scuth Indian Adult Edu-
cation Associatinn. Instead of asking the
alreadv overworked D-putv Inspector of
Schools to periorn the additional task of
inspecting the growing number of Adul:
Literacv Schools in his area, it would be
an act of mercv o nim and oi service to
the cause (0 create a few more posts of
Deputv  Tuspectors of Schools to be in
charge so.eiv or Aduit Literacy Schools.
In place or the existing effete advisory
bodv, a Board o Adult Education for the
whoie State mighr be set up with more
defined pvowers and functions,

Referring to §ri T. J. R. Gopal’s sugges-
tions that the Librarv movement and the
Adult Social Education effort might be
tagoed to each other, since thev were
pursuine more or less the same objective,
Sri G. Harisarvothama Ran said that the
time was not velror suci a merger even
granting that such tagging would vieid
betrer resuits: meanwhile he wonld have

the two movements develop and evolve
autonomously and independently,

Sri S. Airavatham said that if some of
the existing Aduit Literacy Centies were
a farce aud a fraud on the public funds,
thg reason must be that there was some-
thing wrong with the methods emploved,
and not because bpubiic supuert ‘or the
cause was lacking. Nuather the people
nor the Governinent, much less those who
were runnnig those Centres,could be blamed
for the defective methods. A  special
tvpe of teaching persounel was required ;
and 1t could not b raised without spend-
mg money. Goveinmient wouid find the
mouneyv required only i the public demand
was made unevadable; and to create such
a public demand propaganda was necessary
and in the very natnre of things, D!Op:l"
ganda could be carricd on « ffectivelyv oniv by
a non-official bodyv I'ke the South Iudian
Adult  Education  Association. The
Government of Madras wonld be giving
a fillip to the cause if thev recoanised the
Association as the wmost effective instru-
ment of proracuauda and gave it substan-
tial recurring aid, such as what was being
given by the Government of India and
what  was recently sanctioned by the
Hyvderabad Government, to the Indian
Adult Education Association, Dsihi, The
South Indian Adult Eiucation
tion shouid be enabled to organise aid
conduct at least one Model Community

Centre in everv District in Madras
State.

Associa.

Sri K. M, Uanithan said that the pro-
vosals of the South Indian Adult Educa-

on Association would be dulv considered
by the Government.

S.I.LA.E.A’s Plan of Adult Social Education.

The following isthe il text of the Memorandum addressed to the Education
epartment of the Government of Madras by the South Indian Adult Education

Asscciation 1 —

In his Valedictorv Address to the First
South Ind‘ar—Regional—Seminarof Adult
Education, on 30:h April 1831, Sri. K. M.
Unnithan, Education Sccretary to the

Government of Madras, said that the need
for a "workable scheme™ for expanding
Adult Education effort in Madras State was
urgent. It is quite in the fitness of things
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that he should request tiie South Indian
Adult Education Association to take part
in evolving “a practical comprejne.nsife
programme for the State.” As originally
conceived and intended, tie Association
has been functioning hithertoas a propa-
ganda bodyv, and it is but meet that it
should now have the opportunity to trans-
laze some of its objectives into educative

A e
- experiments.  The Education Szcretary to

the Government of Madras has rendered
the task of the planners easy and s.in}ple.by
clinching the issue in the Iollowing
words :

“Qur activities in the sphere of Adult

Education might be confined mainly
o the hquidation of 1iiiteracy. Our
sole attention might, in the first
instance, at amy rate so far as this
State is coucerped, be iocussed on
spreading literacy, tnereby opening tie
door as it were lor knowicdye titrougn
the written wora,”

This, preciseiy, is the obj:ctive jor which
the Association has been working trom its
inception, The davs are gone when adults
were deriviny their rudim-ntarv knowlecge
of men and things from the Book ot Lite,
when life was traemented and siow. The
stress of modern counditious is rendering the
struggle for existence increasingly acute
and competitive, and democracy in the
making demands from the people precise
uuderstanding and vractical knowliedge of
their problems, Literate adults can ac-
quire such knowledge—which alone is real
strength—much more effectively and
quicklv thanilliterate aduits. An esseuua}
pre-requisite to education in ail ages and
climes, literacv is the sine qua non of
national progress in India to-day.

. District Committees.

The volume ot Adult iiliteracv is no
doubt staggering, but the Association holds
the considered view that it need not take
fifteen long years to wipe it out—that it
can be wiped out within the short spxil of
five to seven vears. The problem should
be tackled by everv janguage region, and
within it, Firka-war, Taluk-war and
District-war. The Association would take

steps to strengthen its ramifications, It
would start re-organising the District
Committer with a view to making it
thoroughly representative of all the eie-
ments and ciasses ol people, and with an
effective proportion of scasoned public
workers, that is to say, of persoms who are
imbued with genuine zeal ior the cause for
its own sake aud who would not use the
cause for their personal purposes, who would
cousider service as a patriotic dutv and
good resuits as true reward, who bave apti-
tude 1or organiation aud public speaking,
who can endear thcemscives to the people,
even to the poorest oi the poor, to the
extent of being acciaimed by them as their
natural guardians, Thete is no dearth of
such workers in our State. Many are avail-
apie even now aund wanv wmore will come
forth, at the cail of oppottunity and service,
Inndecd such persons are public workers born
aud not made; ali the same, thev would
require some preliminary guidance which,
for the sake of uniformity, the Association
can and wili provide. The duty of carrying
the message of Adult Education to every
nook and coruner of the District would
devolve on them, and they can certainiy be
expected to rise to the occasion, as and
when the movement gains momentum.

Model Community Centre.

The Association would require every
District Committee to broad-base itself and
tunction through a chain of Taluk Com-
mittees, Firka Commitiees and Village
Committees, Mobilisation of public support
for the cause proceeding apace, the need
will arise for more and more of such Com-
mittees, and theyv will have infinite scope
for work. The Association would have
every District Committee start and run at
least one Model Community Centfe with a
view, eventually, to cover the entire district
with a net work of Community Centres.
Adult Social Education, being a non-party
and non-sectarian objective, has an inherent
appeal to the people, and is therefore bound
to developand grow into a dynamic and
galvanising national movemert. The ex-
ample of one Model Community Centre
successfully orggnised and functioning
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with the enthusiastic co-operation and sus-
tained support of the local population will
have wholesome repercussions on the
psychology of the people in the neigh-
bourm'g areas and induce them to emulate
and stir them to action on similar lines. A
Community Centre would compass every
aspect, and cover the entire gamut, of life.
It woald show the way toa new order of
social harmony and scientific progress, of
life worth living. It would be a beacon-
light banishing darkness from the hidden
caves and obscure corners of the individual
and social mind. It would comprehend
agriculture, banking, co-operation, cottace
industries, general knowledge, 3 philosopﬁv
of rational action and scientiftc behaviour—
in.one word, education Sor life. 1t will help
evolve lea}dership of the right sort. It will
create a healthy atmosphere and generate
goodwill and peace, so that uncouth and
untried economic nostrums, political pana-
ceas and social specifics will have little
chance of even being seriously considered
It will supply reality to the Adult Franchise.
decreed by our Republican Constitution
?.nd is the onlv way to secure freedom fron’x
ignorauce, without which freedom trom
fear and ireedom from want canuot be won
and maintained.

Mobilisation of Local Support.

The Community Centre method is
nothing but education in self-help and self-
respect. Seli-reliance is the breath of its
lite ; self-sufficiency isits omnibus objective.
The starting and running of a Model Com-
munitv Centre would entail a series of
successive stages. The first stage would be
for a Committee consisting mainly of public
wczrkers conversant with the aims and
objectives of the Association and trained by
the Association in its organisational techni-
ques to reconnoiter a compact area and
examine its potentialities and prepare funda-
mental statistics as data for plan'ning. The
secoud stage would be for a partv of pro-
minent personalities of the Association and
leading public men of the district to make
an intensive tour of the area and come into
close contact with the peobple, individually
and collectively, with a view to enlisting
their co-operation and sustained support in
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organising and developing the Centre in
all dlr‘egtious. It would not be difficult for
the visitors to make the people see that it
1s good for them to stand on their own legs
trom the beginuing. They wonld be helping
not only themseives direétly but also their
less fortunate neighbouring areas indirectly,
through the Association. A Centre origina-
ung in scif-help and sustained bv “self-
reliance wiil have reai and 1 ue stfength,
tap stand and survive anv number of social
storms, and tnnction comprehensiveiv and
vigorously nnaffected and undeterred by the
ebbs and tides of politics. It would be the
uxlxallxqg instrument oi a silent and scientific
revolution. A Centre shouid own the site
a.nd superstriucture of its habitation; it
should be able to secure irom the people
concerned enough of the sinews for the
recuiring maintenance cost. The third
stage would be a programme of aii-sided
activity and development, of which literacy
would of course be a vital first ijtem.
Slogans like “Each one must teach not
one but ten”, “Literacy is a birth right "
and “An Adult can become a literate in'
three months " will appeal to the imagina-
tion of the liliterate aduits and urge them
to herd action. Concentration on literacy
would thus be possible aund vield the
desired fruit; and the rest of Aduit Social

Education will follow as a matter of
course.

Ma_nagement Committee.

A Committee which would be represen=-
tative of all the elements of the pooula.tion
In the compact area and contain a good
number of seasoned, Association-trained
public workers is a fundamental Tequire-
ment for a _Community Centre, much more
so fora Mpgei Community Centre in a rural
area. It wili plan and organise and start the
Centre ; and then it wiil develop and foster
and keep'the Centre going. It will, in
course of time, help the Centre weave itself
into the_: very texture of the economic and
social life of the people of the area. It will
run Literacy Ciasses; it will run a Library
and a Reading Room; it will rug wall
newspapers and manuscript magazines: it
will organise and run a multi-purpose Co-
operative Society; it will orgaﬁise‘lectutes,
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demonstrations and film shows on agri-
culture, cottage industries, chiid welfgre and
pubiic heaith ; and it will make effective use
of festivals tor Adult Social Education
propaganda. Touring officers of the various
Departments of the Government will get
any number of opportunities toestablish and
maintain un-official—therefore psycholo-
gically sound and wholesome—contact and
comipunication with the people, and thereby
do the work of tne popular Government
satisfactorily. It need not be supposed that
the officers of the Education Departmentas
such are more interested in Adult Social
Education than those of any other depart-
ment. A Community Centre is not a
school functioning according to the rules
and regulations ot the Education Depart-
ment, although it wounid be conducting
Aduit Literacy Classes, maintaining Atten-
dance Registers and time-tables. There 1s
no room in it for any rivid procedure or
svstem. One Adult mav find it possible to
attend a literacy class dailv; another may
not be able to attend it more than twice a
week., And vet the tormer may not passin
the first literacv test, while the latter may
get through. Atwendance depends on the
circumstances of the individual, and acqusi-
tion of literacy on his mental capacity.

Honorary Organiser. ‘

Expansion of Aduit Soctai Educatign in
the District would reqtire, in addition 10
various Committees, an Organiser of capital
qualities of head and bearr. He should be
drawn from among public men ot the
district, of ability and influence, and with
capacity for leadership, a person who would
take to the work in the spirit of service and
not for the sake of the importance he
mav acquire thereby, and who cannot
be bought by a salary. There would be
no difficulty in securing the services of such
a person for every district, Itis vital that
such an Organiser should be the accredited
representative of the South Indian Adult
Education Association, a non-official, and
not an official. Our people have wnot yet
emerged from the atmosphere, and got over,
the psychology of slavery. Their experi-
ence of men and things official is not to the

ctedit of the latter. Any person with the
air of an official can expect from them but
a frigid welcome; he canuot bave their
hearty co-operation. A retired official
approaching them as a nou-official will be
received cordially and treated with respect
due to one who has outgrown the shackles
of slaverv. DBesides, a salaried person,
generally, is not credited with innate faith
in what he savs and does aud urges people
o do. It will take some considerable time
for the people’s psvchology of shving at,
and alootness from, men and things official
to disappear, but Adult Social Education is
much too urgent to wait until such a day
dawns. People’s psychology being what it
is, and circumstances being what they are,
itis not mereiy desirable but is positively
necessary to entrust the propaganda side of
Aduit Social Education eflort entirely to
the non-official agency, to wit, the South
Indian Adult Education Association. Here
propaganda includes the educative and
illustrative  experiment of a  Model
Community Centre.

Publication of Literature.

It goes without saying that publication
of various tvpes of literature saited to adult
learners —of posters and wall news-papers
and magazines and charts and continnation
books—is very essential. Part o1 this work
can be done at the Model Community
Centre itseli: for instance, posters and wall
newspapers which must necessarily relate
to local needs and occurrences. Another
part of the work can be done for the whole
District by the District Committee, to wit,
magazines which will contain educative
and informative articles written in simple
senteuces and within the limited vocabulary
of the adult iearners. The publication of
charts aud coutinuation books in all the
regional laugnages should be done by the
central organisation, the South Indian
Adult Education Association, for the State
as a whole with a view to maintaining
uniformity. The Association 1is in a
position to say thatit can bring out in
every regional language as many as one
bundred books, both for those whoare
learning to become literates and those who
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would help themselves to further education
after passing the Literacy Tests. The
question of publications is a major subject
and calls for expert handling. The Associa-
tion would have a Committee of experts
constituted to get the entire matter
examined thoroughly aud from every point
of view. The report of the Seminar
Committee on Coutinuation Literature will
provide the starting point for investigation
of the subject. No vested interest should
be allowed to grow in the matter of pubiica-
tion of books for adult learners. It shouid
be handied by tne South Indian Adult
Education Association, so that the vprices
may be maiutained ata reasonable level and
the benefit accruing from the publications
may go to intensiiy and widen Adult Social
Education effort in the districts,

ASSOCIATION'S PROPOSALS.
The South Iundian Adult Education
Association, which is in a position to play
a decisive and effective part in strengthen-
‘ing and widening the movement, will
follow a programme of action on the tollow.
ing lines :

Propaganda

I. The Association will undertake to do
all the propaganda uecessary for nationalis-
ing and reguiarising Adult Sociai Educa-
tion activity throughout the State. It will,
for the aforesaid purpose, appoint roving
committees, and prowote a quartetiy raily
of workers to take stock, replenish
enthusiasm and plan rurther action.

District Organiser

II. The Association wiil trv and secure
the services of one of the rigit tvpe, the
public spirited man to work whole-time as
Honorary District  Organiser of Adnlt
Social Education, who wouid be an
excellent public speaker and a dvnamic
personality in many other respects, and
who can be expected to devote exclusive
attention to his work and therebv add to
the momentum and maintain the non-
party character and  non-sectarian
level of the movement. He shall be

selected and appointed by, and be answera-
ble 10, the Centrai Body, the Sou:h Indian
Adul: Education Association. He shall
attend and take part in the deliberatinus ot
the District Comm‘ttee by mvitation. He
shail act generaliy in consultation with, and
with the concurrence o, the President of
the District Committee.

Chain of Committees

.III.. The Association w:il re-orvanise the
D{str:ct Aduit Social  Educa on Comn-
mittee so as to make it harmoniouslv and
thmmlghlv representative of everv part of
Fhe district, of every element and class of
1ts popniation, sothat it mav command and
exercise umvers‘al anthority within it own
junisaiclion aud resprct trom othege, [t
will contain 1n varticuiara cond runt. s of
_public \\‘{xrkti's tra'ned b t e Avsociation
morgawisationdl and vropaganca techni-
ques, at the rate of at lvast one from every
Taluk. The Association will give the
neca:ssar'v anthority, and such itelp as may
he re'qmrud, to the Disitict Commitee te
get Taluk Commirtoes orearisea and
reg}liatv el tauctioning,  Similarlv every
T{xluk Committee wiil ¢et Firks Cown-
mlt‘fees set up and see them unctonine
ana everv Firka Committee wiil 'nn\'::‘a
number of Villace Committee« WOrkin
under its fostering care, :

Model Community Centre

IV, The Association will start and run
one Model Community Centre for eVerj
dxs}rlct, on a self-sufficient and self.
reliant basis, with a Literacy Class, &
Continuation Education Class, a hall'fox
folk dra_mas and film shows, a Recreatior
and Social Club, a Library and Reading
Room, a Debating Society and a Study
Clrgle, a  Multi-purpose  Co-operative
Society, a dairy farm, a vegetables
garden, a cottage industries section, ¢
Nature Cure Centre, and a Post Office. , A
Model Community Centre will be run by &
Managemer)t Committee, one Director
t‘wo Associate Directors, one Genera
Secretary and Treasurer and

one
Secretary for each of the aforesaic
sections; and it will maintain a corps of

valunteers for out-door Soci

. al Service ane
for emergencies. ¢
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Publication of Literature
V. The Association will run a Co.opera-
tive Publishing Department of its own to
publish charts and books in the regional

12 languages, for common use in all the

districts, and wall newspapers and
magazines for the District Committees.
Through such centralised, large scale pro-
duction, the cost thereof could be brought
down to the minimum; and coples of the
publications made available to adult
learners at nominal prices.

Question of Finance

The aforcsaid scheme should be put
through in entirety, if momentum is to be
given to the movement ; only then the
people’s enthusiasm could be roused vn a
mass scale and their support ‘mobxhsed
effectively, which are so essential for the
success desirec  nly then quhc workers
of the right sort, ..-d in required numbers
can be enlisted tfor the work. ‘Im;xal
capital expenditure for eagh district,
which is non-recurring. would eome to
about Rs. 6,000 —that is t =av, Ks. 3,000~
to organise a Chain of Committees and
Rs. 3000 to organise and start a f\ludel
Comﬁmnity Centre. The total running or
maintenance expenditure for each district
including that of the Model Community
Centre would be about Rs. U,0Ug per
annum, The District Oryganiser shall be
paid an honororium of l(s._lOO,ﬁ the
Director of the Model Community S,entre
Rs 50 and his two Assistants Rs 25 each.
In as much as the whole scheme is
conceived, and intended to be worked, as
one of self-help, half of the emm‘(ei
expenditure, both non-.recurring a'n
recurring, may be borne b_\;the people,
and the- other half by the (,overnmep‘t.
The Association has the confidence, which
is derived from experience, that the
people concerned would contribute 4'the
.ghare required of them, by purchasing

tion Week every year and by patronising
benefit performances of music and drama
that may be organised by District Com-
mittees, Indeed in course of time every
district may manage to collect all the
money it may require to maintain the non«
official wing of the Adult Social Education
effort on a steadily expanding scale; and
thus realise the objectives of self.
sufficiency and self.reliance.

The Chain of Committees in the District
and the Model Community Centre would
represent only a single, the non-official
propaganda, part of the Adult Social
Education endeavour; the rest of the
work will go on, as at present, with
financial aid from the State. As the Adult
Social Education work expands the
financial responsibility of the State will
increase proportionately, and a popular
Governmant may be expected to do its
best. It does u.t cali for any observa.
tions from the South Indian Adult Educa-
tion Association The publication of
charts and books, magazines and wall
newspapers will entail on the South
Indian Adult Education Association
investment and expenditure of a con-
siderable amount of money. The State
may do the needful in the matter.

Conclusion

The Model Community Ceptre run on
the lines indicated and aidéd by propa-
randa and spade work done by the Chain
of Committees will electrify the atmosp-
here in the district and lead to the
starting of Community Centres, Literacy
Classes and Adult Social Education Clubs
everywhere. It would then be possible
for all concerned to concentrate on
literacy as a preliminary to Social Educa-
tion, and achieve it cent per cent within
seven years. The people are ready and
workers willing ; only the State must rise
to its full stature.
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How to overcome Impediments to
Adult Education.

BY P. D. THOMAS.
Student, Adult Education Research and Training Centre, Trivandrim.

There is a misconeception among the
villagers that education is the right only
of the leisured class, say, of people born
with silver spoons in their mouths, and
only people of noble birth are blessed
with intelligence and that intelligence is
a boon conferred on certain selected
people only. So, ordinary people believe
that they are unable to learn to read and
write. Moreover, they consider that the
labour and time spent on education as
uneconomic wastage since in their view
the knowledge of reading and writing
would never help them earn even an
extra penny to their income-

Villagers when they return home from
field after a day’s hard manual labour,
feel mentally and physically completely
exhausted. So, they find no interest and
no inclination to take up another piece of
labour as they consider learning to read
and write to be. They dislike to study
because they take it as an extra strain to
their body and mind. Moreover, those
who struggle hard to make ends meet,
who lead a hand to month existence and
who have nothing else except financial
worries embedded in their minds can
never withdraw their minds for that
melancholy  which chronic  poverty
creates. A hungry stomacn demands,
and will recaive, nothing but wholesome

food.

Villagers are enjoying a sort of isola.
tion in most parts of India, They never
get an opportunity to go out of their
villages or to move with and study the
ways of other people outside the bounda-
ries of their “‘miniature world . ~HenCe
they are not able to know their own
defects and drawbacks and to reform
themselves. Our villagers are guite
satisfied and content with following the
footprints of tneir fore-fathers.

Since time immemorial a gulf of
difference in social status has been
created and widened between the rich

and the poor.

Our villagers are under the impression
that skill in their labour and trade is the
only qualification required, trade being
the prime thing for their existence.

Capitalists, land-owners and big indus-
trialists are bent upon keeping their
labourens illiterate to make them work and
serve them and obey their orders without
raising any objection.

Unfortunately, to-day even the leading
educationists are ignorant about the
value of Adult Kducation. Sometimes
they are found to be deadly against edu-
cating the adults. ThAe believe only in
child education.

Village folk look down upon the educa-
ted member of a family as a burden on
other members; and their minds are full
of superstitious beliefs, and are not open
to the imporiance and value of literacy as
the sine quanon of their advancement
Now, let us see how this problem could
be solved.

Common people must understand that
education is not the monopoly of a special
class of people. They must feel that
education is sine qua non factor for the
betterment of their life and trade. Villa.
gers must realise that every one, whether
rieh or poor, mill.owner or labourer, land-
lord or a tenant, has the same right to
get the benefits of education. They must
understand that only through education,
economic stability could be achieved.
To save them from proverty, disease,
social evils. indebtedness, etcetera, they
must be convinced that the only solution
is education. They must be told that
countries like Denmark and England, once
poverty stricken, have now come to the
top of econumic stability only through
educating the common man.

Labourers [nck means of refreshments.
especially when in villages, because of
lack of financial help, lack of knowledge,
fack of facitities etcetera, which tempt
them to resort to the only available, cheap

-~

and easily obtainable unhealthly recrea-
tions. So they must be taught to realise
that healthy recreations are absolutely
necessary to recoup their wornout physi-
;i-cal and mental energy. An unguenchable
fthirst for reading books and newspapers
should be created in them. In the first
instance they should be trained to regard
reading of books and newspapers as a
pastime. This cautious and step-by-step
procedure is necessary because they have
an aversion to reading. It would be a
failure and an unfortunate mistake if
you present a book or any printed matter
to an illiterate, as a means of obtaining
knowledge, for most of the illiterates
have a dislike towards books as a means
of obtaining knowledge. What a labourer
expects from a book or newspaper is
something to reinvigorate and refresh
his tired mind. Good short stories of
thrilling events and biographies of great
men who have ascended to the highest
level in life from low ranks are always
appreciated by the illiterate poor. So,
we should first of all try to bridge the
gulf between the labourer and the
contents of printed matter. Let him
know that the good things printed in a
book are not beyond his reach, but that
they are easily accessible to him if only
he cares. Let him feet that the contents
of books are no more a foreign matter to
him, but are something within his reach.

When we have succeeded in creating
in the mind of the illiterate the positive
feeling that in regard to mental capacity
he is not 8 whit inferior to others it will
be easy for us to persuade him to take
to reading and writing; indeed we will
find that he himself has an avidity to
learn to read and write and eventually
to cultivate the habit of reading when.
ever he finds leisure or as a daily routine
before he goes to bed.

We should try to remove from the
mind of the illiterate the misconception
that reading is extra labour causing
strain to the body and the mind, and
create instead, the feeling that reading
will help him to set rigt and strengthen
his worn out mind. When we have done
this much, we can depend upon him to
take to reading as hobby, and then.
gradually and slowly, he will pick up
and make headway. His mind may not
tunction fast, and he may not make

3
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appreciable progress, in the initial stage.
Our duty is to see that he keeps to the
hobby of reading until he has made a habit
of it; thenceforth, the pleasure that one
derives from reading books and news-
papers, which he will have tasted in
ample measure during the hobby stage,
will keep him going, and he will not
bother about financial difficulties that he
once thought that education would entail.

We should create in the villagers a
revolutionary appetite for learning and for
knowing things they have not experienced
so far, to move out of their own homes and
and go out into the wider world and see
and study things for themselves. It
sbould be possible for us to get people of
high professional and social status. who
have _made amark in various walks of life,
to visit villages and talk to villagers.
Such propaganda will go a long way and
give impetus to general Adult Social
Eduecation.

We should arrange for the villagers
practical training in theuse of scientific
modern implements ; showing them the
marked difference between the ancient
and modern methods, and how scientific
methods insure more abundant and
quicker production. This weakening of
their present implicit faith in the sound-
ness of the traditionsl methods will open
their minds also to other avenues of
progress,

Through education we should endeav
to bridge the gulf between the rich :rl:ls
the poor classes, make them see that co.
operation alone will insure their welfare.
The poor man will not grudge to work if
he is convinced that he is only helping
himself.

_ Educationists should constantly bear
in mind that while Child Education is for
tomorrow, Adult Education is for today.
Edupated people should understand and
realise and feel that it is their patriotic
duty to eradicate illiteracy, that Adult
Illiteracy and A dult Ignorance and Adult
Indolence are a clog to general social
progress. Educated people should get
over their mania for Government service,
and should instead take to farming and
other productive activities : the education
they have received should enable them
to understand and apply scientific
methods of farming and running cottage
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industries. The notion that it is beneath
his dignity for an educated man to take
to farming must go, and none who can do
-some work or other should remain idle.
Action is life; activity is progress. India
is  economically backward, because
x_réilllions of Indian hands have been kept
idle,

The first and foremost task before edu-
cationists in general, and Adult Educa-
tionists in particular, is, to see that
languishing schools in our villages are
bucked up. Adult Education is needed
badly in villages, and we should concen-
trate on villages until Adult Education
has become a general mass movement.
If hard working and zealous young men
of character, patriotisim and education

volunteer in sufficient numbers i
piace of national service, it is no fgil;ﬂ:-m:
task to start and run one Adult Eduecation
Centre. in every village. From time im-
memorial education has been, in every
village, a community endeavour. We
Adult Educationists, have only to build
on that tradition. Adult Education
requires and calls for methods altogether
different from those applied to children
in Elementary Schools. Adult Eduecation
Centre§ should be centres of recreation
attractive to the weary and wornout
adults, and should be so conducted as to
induce in the adults the confident hope
that through education they could secure

rapid betterment in their economic condi-
tions,

Andhra Desa Adult Education Organiser’s Work

The following is a summary of the work done by Sri G. Harisarvothama

Rau, M.A., Honorary Organiser of Adult
of six months, January to June 1951:

During the half year, January to June
1951, Sri G. Harisarvothama Rau visited
62 Literacy Centrés in a number of
Districts, and five Libraries. He visited
the Training Schools for teachers of
adults within his jurisdiction fourteen
times spending about six weeks in all
these institutions. He directly conducted
or took part in two training classes
separately conducted. He addressed
fourteen teachers’ gatherings and thirty
six public meetings and visited three
exhibitions and two Rural Colleges. He
attended the All India Library conference
held at Indore. He was elected Vice.Pre-

Education for Andhra Desa, for the period

sident of the All India Library Associa-
tion. He paid a visit to Mr. Malayappan
Special  Officer for the Agency, and
suggested a scheme of Adult Education
for the Adibasis. Heattended to the work
of the Second South Indian Adult Educa-
tion Week as President of the Andhra
Regional Committee and otherwise He
presided over the Rural Uplift Conference
aqd attended a Firka Development Com
mittee  meeting at Anandasramam'
Cuddap_pah district, to interest it in Adult
Education work. He worked at intensify.
ing the Literacy Drive in the Udayagiri
area,

T.S.L.C. Holders to be appointed as Adult
Literacy School Teachers

) The Government of Madras (Education Department
nising Higher Grade T.S.L.C. holders without the pG X
for appointment as teachers in Adult Literacy Schools a

Rules. G.O. Ms. No. 951, Education, dated

ORDER :

The Government approve the following
poposals of the Director of Public Instruc.
tion (1) that the possession of the
T.S.L.C. of the Higher Grade may be
recognized as a qualification for appoint-
ment as a teacher in Adult Literacy

) have issued orders recog-
eneral Educational qualiﬁcatiorﬁq

nd amend;i
I6th April 1951 reads : nding the relevent

Schools: and (2) that teachers wit
Adult Educatioq Teachers’ Ce::;ﬂt::glt);
rfr(x)ay beferr;gloyed in Adult Literacy Schools
31.::55_52?1' er period of one year i.¢. till
2. The following notification wil} be

published in the Fort St. George Gazette:
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Notification A
The following amendment shall be made
to the rules relating to the grant of
recognition and aid to Elementary Schools

F published with the Education Department

Notification No. 243 dated 21-8 39 at page
556-568 of Part | B of the Fort St. George
Gazette dated 29-8-39 as subsequently
amended :— ‘ o

In the said rules for the existing rule 5
and the note thereunder, under “ Chapter
VI Adult Uiteracy Schools *” the following
shall be substituted, namely.

“5, Qualifications—Teachers in Adult
Literacy Schools shall ordinarily held :

(a) a certificate of having passed the
i1l Form or the Eighth Standard Public
Examination or T.S.L.C. Examination of
the Higher Grade: and

(&) Adult Education Teachers’ Certifi-
cate granted after a successful period of
training at one of the recognized
Centres.”

Note —Teachers without Adult Edueca-
tion Teachers’ Certificates may however
be employed till 31-5-1952.

Mobile Unit Propaganda in the Districts.

Chingleput and North Arcot :—During
the month of May 1951, the Madras
Mob:le Unit for Social (Adult) Education
toured the Chingleput and_North Arcot
Districts, in addition to visiting the Adult
Education Centres in the City of Madras
being run by the Corporation.

fffective propaganda was done at the
sbandies held at Pallavaram on 4-5.'51 and
at Ranipet on 18-5-51 and during the
Emberumanar Sarumurrai at Sriperum-
budur on 9th and 10th May, Garudaservai
of Sri Varadaraja at Kancbeepuram on
19-5-’51, Gengammajatbra Kondattam at
Gudiyatham from 12th to lith May, and
Pushpapallakku testival of >ri Raman at
Pallikonda on 13-5-'51.  Workpeople, men
and women labourers of various cotton
and silk mills at Gudiyatham, were
nddressed on the value of setting up
organisations like the Workers’ Educa-
tional Association of London.

At Walajapet, processions of school
children were taken out, singing literacy
songs and the one act play sewpsss
Pweré sguu sraf so ably drawn up by Sri
P.K. Vaidyanathan, B.A., L.T., Deputy Ins-
pector of Schools, Walajapet, was staged
by the children of the Walajapet Range
schrols with the help of the women
trainees undergoing training in Adult
Literacy work at the Government Adult

; Literacy Trainning School for Women,

Kancheepuram,

The Propaganda Deputy Inspector. Sri
M. Devaraja Mudaliar, delivered twenty
lectures during the month. More than
42,000 people, in the aggregate, were
entertained to film shows, Radio and
Recorded music—films from the Central

4

Film Library, the Office of the Director of
Public Instruction, Madras, Techinicolour
and other films of the United States In-
formation Services and films from the
office of the Director of Public Health.

All the Range Deputy Inspectors of
Schools, Sri  Gopalaratnam Ajyangar,
B.A., B-L., President, Ranipet Panchayat
Board, Headmasters of Municipal High
Schools of Gudiyatham and Pernambut,
the Chairman and the Commissioner of
guidiyatham Municipal Councll, the
Government Veterinary Assistant Sur-
geon at Gudiyatham, and Dr. Srinivasan
of Kancheepuram took part in the propa-
¢ganda.

During the month of June 1951 the
Madras Mobile Unit for Social Aduit Edu-
cation did propaganda in Chingleput
Municipal area, Uttiramerur, Ponneri and
Satyavedu ; eight Adult Literacy Schools
were visited, sixteen lectures delivered
on various topics relating to Adult Edu-
cation, Social Hygiene, Co-operation,
Rural Welfare, Agriculture and farming
and films from the Office of the Director of
Public Instruction and those lent by the
United States Information Service exhi-
bited. The Chingleput Municipal Com-
missioner was persuaded to open more
Adult Literacy Schools and depute candi-
dates for training in Adult Literacy
methods. The Deputy Inspectors of
Schools, Chingleput. Ponneriand Uttira-
merur promised to open a few more
Adult Literacy Centres with untrained
teachers, if trained ones were unavailable.
The equipment in the Municipal and
aided Adult Literacy Centres was found
to be inadéquate and to need improvement ;



at the Centres by Deputy Inspectors in}
consonance with the latest instructions of
the Director of Public Instruction. |

In all the places visited by the Unit
with the active co-operation Sf the Ins-
pecting Officers, Attendance Officers and
heads of Local Budies, propaganda was
done though lectures delivered films
shown, radio and recorded music, and
processions of school children singing
songs and carrying placards relating to
Adult Literacy.

During the quarter ending with June
1951, the Mobile Unit-Madras for Social
(Adult) Education made 24 trips, covered
1,121 miles, gave 46 filmshows, delivered
49 lectures and addressed an aggregate
of 87,300 people, at three meetings at
shandies, five during festivals, three at
Teachers Associations, and five of the
public at large. Steps were taken toopen
more Adult Literacy Centres in Chingle-
put, Gudiyatham and Kancheepuram Muni-
cipal areas, Effective guidance was given
to open new aided Centres in Ponneri and
Chingleput Taluks,

Sri Govindaswami Naidu, Vice-Presi.
dent, Chingleput  District  Board,
presiding, the anniversary of the
District Board Klementary  School,
Sriperumbudur, was celebrated on 9.5-51
in the local Panchayat Board Office
grounds, when the Madras Mobile unit
with its Propaganda Officer, Sri M. Deva-
raja  Mudaliar, B. A,, B.1., was also
present.

Portraits of Mahatma Gandhi, Babu
Raiendra Prasad and Pandit Jawaharlal
Nehru were unvaiied, and speeches made
by C. Madanraj, Member of the District
Board and the Senate of the Madras
University, Sri Rangaswami Ayya, Presi-
dent of the local Panchayat Boa_rd and
Sri M. Seshachari, B-A., B.L., Vakil, and
member of the District Board.

Relating to Adult Education songs were
sung and dialogues conducted. The pro.
paganda Officer exhibited two films and
spoke, stressing the need for opening
more Adult Literacy Sehooys.

On 10-5-51 a public meeting was held
in the premises of the District Board
High School, and largely attended so
much so that Sri Devaraja Mudaliar was
obliged to stand on the chair and adc}regs
the gathering and exhibit films, ‘Coir

literacy tests have to be conducted‘g

‘s
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Industey in Travancore,” and ‘Tennesy
Valley Reform: Sri R.itamaswamy, Deputy
Inspector of Schools, Sri L. S. Ranga-
swami, Junior Deputy Inspector of
Schools, and Sri P. Lakshmanaperumal,
Attendance Officer, addressed the meet-
ing on the need for educating the adults
and women. Theshows and the speeches
were appreciated, and it was felt that
such propaganda would holp effective
Social Kducation.

The Adult Education Mobile Unit
(Madras) visited the Adult Literacy
School at Mannabathi Kandikai and
Ravathanallur Kand:ikai in Uttiramerur
Range on 23rd and 25th June. Sri Deva.
raja Mudaliar exhibited films in Uttira-.
merur and three other places, and
appealed for starting of more Adult
Literacy Centres, SriJ. Gopalakrishnan,
Deputy Inspector of Schools of the Range,
addressed a similar appeal, especially to
Elementary School teachers. Rev. Fr.
J. Marianthalu,Correspondent of two Adult
Literacy Schools in the Range, and Sri
Furgus, Headmaster, Board High School.
Uttiramerur, took part in the propaganda
work.

Madurai 3obile Unit Propaganda :—The
following is a brief report of the work
done in the month of March 1951 by the
Social (Adult) Kducation Mobile Unit,
Madurai, sent by the Deputy Inspector of
Schools for Propaganda, Sri K. V. Subra-
manian,

The Mobile Unit, Madurai, returned to
the Headquarterson 1-3-51 from a tour in
Ramanathapuram District.

On 4th and 5th March '51, the Unit
vigited Kallupatti, Madurai District, and
did propaganda work before the huge
gathering on the occasion of the Anniver-
sary of the Government Basic Training
Scnool.  Sri P. N. Chamu Nair, Divisional
Inspector of Schools, Madurai Division,
Madurai, guided the deliberations,

Between 6th and 10thMarch, propaganda
work and Film show were continued in
Madurai City. On 8th March the Unit

attended the Social Workers’ Conference °

at the Regal Talkies, Madurai. The
Divisional Inspector of Schools, Madurai,
and the District Kducational Officers,
Madurai and Ramanathapuram, were algo
present at the Conference.

The Mobile Unit. Madurai, was on
intensive tour in Tanjore District bet ween
11th and 29th March '6l. The following
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important towns and Taluks in the
District were touched: Tanjore, Tiruvay-
yar, Oratanad, Pattukottai, Madukkur,
Rajamadam, Adirampatnam, Mannargudi,
Nannilam, Nagapattinam, Tiruvarur,
Kumbakonam, Tiruppanandal, Lower
Anaicut, Tiruvidaimarudur, Veppatur,
Valangiman, Chandrasckarapuram, and
Fapanasam. ‘

On 12-3-51 and 13-3-51 public meetings
were conducted in Tanjore and the aims
of the Aduit Education Scheme explained
at length through propaganda lectures
and Fitm shows. The meetings were well
attended.

The MobileUnit proceeded to Tiruvayyar
on 14-351 and did propaganda work in
Adult Education.

Three days, from 15th to 17th March
were devoted to propaganda lectures snd
film shows in Pattukottai Taluk. Al the
shows attracted good gatherings.

On 18th March the Mobile Unit pro-
ceeded to Nannilam viz Mannargudi. At
Mannargudi the Mobile Unit visited the
exhibition of Physical Education charts
and craft exhibits in the National High
Schoo!, Mannargudi. Propaganda was
done in Nannilam Taluk on 18th and 19th.

Nagapattinam Taluk was next visited.
At Nagapattinam the Unit did propaganda
for three days from 20th to 22nd
March '51. ) _

On the evening of 22nd March the Unit

proceeded to Tiruvarur to take advantage
of the “ Rudra Patha Festival”. A big
propaganda meeting was held in the night
in Sri Thiagurajaswami Sannadhi. Almost
all schools of Tiruvarur participated in
this function. The next place visited was
Kumbakonam. Tiruppanandal, an impor-
tant village in Kumbakonam Taluk, was
visited on 24th March '51. Propaganda
meeting and Film shows were conducted
here in the afternoon and un the night a
big propaganda meeting was held at the
Little Flower High School, Kumbakonam,
Sri K. S. Ramaswami Sastrigal presided
over the meeting. Propaganda lectures
and Film shows were continued at
Kumbakonam on 25th March ’51 under the
presidency of Sri 8. Vadivelu, B.A., L.T.,
Deputy {nspector of Schools.

The next place visited was Veppatur, a
" » 8N
Adult Literacy Centre in Tiruvidai.

marudur Range, and Propaganda lectures
were delivered.

On 27-3-51 tha Mobile Unit had the
opportunity of opening an Adujt Literacy
School _at  Valangiman, an important
village in Papanasam Taluk. There was a
propaganda meeting in which the Execu-
tive Officer and; leading people of the

locality participated and showed marked
enthusiasm.

On 28-3-1951, the Unit proceeded to

Papanasam and from there to the Head.
quarters.

During the month as many as 24 film
sho'ws were given and 27 lectures
delivered by Sri K. V. V, Subramaniam,

B.S¢. L.T., Propaganda Officer, Madurai
Unit, Madurai.

All the meetings were generally well
attended, expecially in villages and people
appreciated the scheme of Social (Adult)
Education immensely,

The following is a report of the wo k
done by the Mobile Unit, Madurai, in t}rze
month of April 1951,

The work for the month commenced
with a film show and propaganda lectyre
on 6-4-51 at Avaniapuram under the
auspices of the Gandhi Social Service
League, Madurai College, Madurai.

. As the vehicle had completed 3868 miles
it was sent to the Automobile Firm for
scrvicing, and it come back on 10-4-51.

No work could be done between 10th
and 17th April as the Propaganda Officer
had to beon casual leave during this
period. The Mobile Unit, Madurai. was
actively engaged in Film show and pro-
paganda between 19th and 21st April at
Madurai during the time of Alagar

Festival. The shows attracted good
crowds.

As the Propaganda Officer had to go to
Adyar to attend the Adult Education
Seminar, there was no propaganda work
between 22nd and 80th April 1951.

———
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literature supphed by the Central Committe Sahib, B.A., Executive Officer of the Valaparai i i
were kept and explained to visitors.  Sri mati Panchayat’Board' efforts have been in pfo:regg Fhone: 3879. 2/21, First Line Beach,
Padmavatamma, a Municipal’* Elementary for organised Adult Education work in  the Madrac'l.
School mistress who had undergone training in  estate. Mr. V. T. Titus, District Educational w

Adult Literacy methods, gave a demonstration Officer, presiding, a public meeting was held

Pyt

of teaching adults. On the last day, the
llector presiding, a public meeting was held
and addressed by Sri N. Ranga Reddy, wm.L.c.

on 9-4-51 in the Staff Club building and
addressed by Mr. J. Paul Jesudasan, Deputy

Detailed Statement of the Reallotment to the District Centres, 1950-51.

|
{

i
Inspector of Schools, Pollachi Range, Sri o i Reallotment Reallotment | Total
Sri C. Lish, BA . L.T., and others. The Special M. Parameswaran, M.A.L.T., Headmaster of the Name of the District. L‘Total Collection. | c ;:h. «( Bookg‘&kggarts.)‘ Reallotment.
Development Officer spared the Departmental locai Panchayat Board High School, Janab : 1
van to broadcast and entertain the audience Abu Sahib, 8 a,. Rev. Gnanamuthu, B.A, 8. D.,, " Re. AP Re. _a_ P’ Rs._ a. P’ _ BRs A
Short dramas like “Storm in a Tea Cup” and  Sri V. N. Arumugham, B.a. (Hons.) L T., T ‘
‘An Illiterate Son-in-law’ were also staged. President of the Pollachi Taluk Harjan Sevak ‘
: - ; 0 . 8992 5
= * * Sangh, and others. During the talks that | South Arcot - 00 8032 0 %00
Adult Education Activities in ensued, Dr. Daniel M.B., B.5., undertook to Tanjore 480111 7 3,000 0 0 456 4 6 3,456 4
Anamalai Hills start about six Adult Literacy Centres in the ) i’ 83
Covering an area of about 153 square miles Karamalai group of estates. Janab Abu Saheb South Kanara . 2,303 14 6 1,843 2 0 | ! 1, 3
ng an : UL "+ agreed to issue circulars to managers of Estates 937 8 1 400 0 0 484 0 O 884 0O
tAe::;mT':::?-ltiI::is :,-r;‘zgtqeg f;))rstflsf;lgbcigffe:es::l and teachers asking report on the scope for Malabar , o
Ballachi | AAnle T e i tLi . - L3 100 0 0 506 0 @
tary, Pollachi Taluk Adult Education Com- CP¢Ming Adult Literacy Centres East Godavari 184
mittee He continue: Numbering about 64,000 A surprise visit revealed that the Adult Liter- Kurnool 1,08 7 4 216 0 0 20 0 0 476 ¢
the population consists mainly of estate labour- acy Centre in Lower Paralai Estate was work- : 9% 0 0 525 @
ers, Valapara is a township in the middle of ing normally. The adult learners stood the Coimbatore 37¢ U 0 400 0 0: 5
the area, about 40 miles from Pollachi. Thanks test made by the visitors who were led by the . 05 0 500 0 0. 45 0 0 845 0
to the co-operation extended bv Janab Abu  D.E.O. North Arcot - 1,040 5 5 | | o o
. £ ore 3 . t 955 11 0 400 0 0 223 0 O
East Godavari Gives Magnificent Support to Adult Education. - L pomiear 9 0 1 1063 4 5| 1163 4 5
(Continued from page 568). West Godavari L4 : ‘ '
of a few weeks the great scope for, and the Towards the close of the function Sri Salem 1,050 0 3 500 0 0 174 0 0 674 0 0
infinite poten.iality of, co-operation for Raja Rao, fluttering with pride over a . ) o4 & 4 L5 6 & 323 0 0 1468 6 3
public service between official and un- service well performed, presented the Tirunelveli 1.824 ' i 3
official agencies, was also present. a Prgsrdent with a cheque for Rs, 16.000 Nellore 1733 4 ¢ 1,286 9 8. 18 0 oi‘ 1,30¢ 9 8
picture of effective and silent action, being the net amount collected in aid of * 550 0 0 50 6 0
along with a number of officials. the Association. Ramanathapursm 549 9 0 -

The general public was of course very Meeting of Adult Education Workers. Chittoor . 483 13 0 362 13 0: 36213 0
largely represented in the vast audience, In the forenoon, members of the Kaki- . 850 0 0. 350 0 @
and in particluar by the members of the nada City Adult Kducation Committee and Chingleput 490 1 © ,

Municipal Council. ) others interested in Adult kducation met . 463 0 325 0 0 325 0 0

Sri N. Raja Rao, the South Indian Adult the General Secretarv and SriT.J. K. Mathurai , 25 0 8
Education Association Honorary Organi.  Gopal, Organising Secretary, in the Collec- Nilgiris 6. 14 9 325 0 0
ser for East Godavari District, who was torate. A memorandum was presented ‘ ! 51 0 o

ing li ' y * Triohy 384 14 3 251 0 0
the connecting h_nk and cementing force on behalf of the Committee to the Asso- riohy ! :
between the official and unofficial agencies, ciation, stating that an organised attempt Krishna 299 10 ¢ . ! 200 0 0] 280 0 0
and with and through whom it was that  would be made to wipe out adult illite- ‘ 25 3 0 3 67 0 0 167 0 0
the proposal of 2 Benefit Performance in  racy. The Committee of which the Collec- Cuddapah 3 { |
aid of the Association originated and took tor'is the President, the President and Guntur 209 3 0 ; 151 0 o 151 0 ¢
successful shape, was found flitting Vice-President of the District Board, ’ o ) 00 0 o
about, an ubiquitous personahty. the Municipal Chairman, the Municipal Vizagapatam . 186 8 o | 0 0

Sri Raja Rao received and garlanded Vijce-chairman and the Municipal Com. \ . 4ary t "

the Hon'ble Mr. J.L.P, R:t)Che"VlC[()l'la. missioner are active members, has chaik- :*B ; ?

Minister for Food and Fisheries, and ed out & plan of action. ’ — —_— x

General Secretary of the Association, A free exchange of views ensued. 35,080 § o 18986 12 6 | 6756 1 0 25,742 18 6
who presided on the occasion, and the (A dotailed report will appaar in the noxt issue 3

Collector. of the ' Review ".—/qitor, 1.E.R.) _

Edited by Sri G. Hariﬁrvotmmu Rau and Published by Sei T. J. R. Gopal for S.1.AE.A. at 221, First
Line Beach, Madras-l1 aud Printed by Sri 5. Sundaresan, L.P.T., at the Central Co-operauve
Printing Works, Ltd., 1/17, Mount Road, Madras.--1,000—7-"51.
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Statement of Accounts of the first South Indian Adult Education Week

1950195t
’ o~
lncome. ;
c Rs. a. p. Rs. A. p.
1. Total amount collected through' sale of flags
and hundis 35,085 6 ¢
2. Amount realised from contributions and
donations and sale of Adult Literacy »
wmaterials 7,383 10 ¢
42,4713 ¢ 0
Expenditure.
1. Amount spent by the Central Committee
on the organization and conduct of the week 13014 3 §
2. Amount disbursed to Districts in cash 18,085 12 8
3. Cash reallotinent pending to be made 1233 7 3
4. Value of the reallotment made through supply
of Adult Education materials. 6756 1 0 4
) - T & "\
30810 8 A
Balance 2468 7 7

N.B.—~The sum of 2,488-?—7, the balance left, is to be credited to the Assaciation
towards the grant of Ra. 5.000-0-0 sanctioned to it by the Central Committee.
The stock of books with the Association, of about Ls. 1,500-9.0 iy value, may
also be deemed credited to the Association for the same ;
The total credited to the Association was Re. 3968 7.7.

purpuse.

(%d.) T. J. R. GOPAL,
General Scerctary.

Madras, 26-7-51. ‘ I’y
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dited by Sri G. Harisarvottama Rau and Publisbegl by 8riT.J. R. Gopal for 8.1.A.E.A. at 37 y
£ Lipe Beach, Madras-l and Prinied by Sri S. Sundaresan, L.r.T., a% the Ceptral dC:{)pi'rf«
Printing Works, Lid., /17, Mount Road, Madras,—1,000~8-"5], ;
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The Adult Social Education
Forum is open to one and all

Irrespective of Complexion -}

"

Some people, even those who ought to know better;;
think and say that Adult Iiducation is bandied abous|
now-a-davs because of the impending General Election
based on Adult Franchise, 3

No less & person than Sri D. K, Kannappa, Deputy
Mayor of Madras, gave expression to the aforessid
fallacy at a city meeting. y

Administering the necessary correction, Sri T. J. R.
Gopal, Organising Secretary of the South Indian Adult .
Education, Association declared : '

‘“Opportunist politicians may seek to exploit the !
Adult Education platform for their own purposes, bat
for others who have no axe to grind, Adult Education
aims gt fundamental social reform, and is a nationat
objective, a continuous process, a non-party, a non. .
comununal, and a non-sectarian movement. J}

*“ The Adult Education forum is ogen to one and al,§ﬂ
irrespective of complexion and creed, no less to mem’—‘é bl
bers of the Dravida Kazhagam than to Sanataui«?“
Hindus, no less to Communists than to Coagreasmen,
provided they confine themselves to giving the people
the key to knowledge, ard do not transgress the limite:s
of deceney, morality, and law. A

B s
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Request to Readers.

Registered under the Literary Socie-
ties Act of 1860. Some of these are
fairly big libraries. The one at
Vetapalem in the Guntur District is

go through as it was. It was so
badly mauled that to-day Mr. Ranga-
nathan stands aghast at the provi-
sions of the Act, more especially two
fundamentals in it—(1) The constitu-

“The Adult Education Review' is a record, month by month S
cation activity in India ; it is also the medium, for Adult {Social ) oédﬁg:tliton‘ b:cnal) Edu.
express their opinions and views fully and frankly and in a friendly spirit cond e
growth of knowledge and fostering of the national spirit. ueive to the

probably the biggest Ruras Library in
India founded by the munificence of
a Vysya friend Sir Utukuri Subba-
raya Sreshti who donated his all to it
and it has served for sometime as a
non-official Central Library for the

tion of the so-called Library Authori-
ties and (2) the power given to these
Authorities to levy a fee for the use
of the Library. In a world where
democracy is the rule acquirement
literacy and the use of books should

Readers are therefore requested to send for publication in the ‘Raview’ hr
and articles typeld or vlvlré)tten in ink ;ndf legigiy or:l one side ofhihem:)‘:;:; brfje,,f,c?fgfég
reports and articles will be returned if so desired and stamps b )
purpose. P ad be?n sent for the

S. Airavatham,

Working Editor.

Andhradesa. It was the Andhradesa
Library Association that demanded
Library legislation and it even pre-
pared a model Bill. When at long

be as free as the use of air or water
and to levy a fee for these is an
act of high misdemeanour against
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democracy. It must also be axiomati-
cally accepted in a democratic world
that as much of local® autonomy
should be conceded to local demo-
cratic units as possible in the
management of publicaffairs. There
is no doubt that in matters like
education including libraries friends
elected on a general political ticket
as in the case of Local Boards or
Municipalities may not have the
necessary equipment. But it is pos-
sible to ask such Local Bodies to form
their own special Committees consis-
ting of properly qualified men. Even
if this were considered inadvisable in
an infant democracy the ad hoc
Committee created should have been
perfectly democratically chosen by
competent electorates—not nomi-
nated by the Director of Public In-
struction nor even by the Minister.
The present Act has created ad foc
Committees as mere creaturesof the
Director of Public Instruction. Much
worse still, these created ad hoc
Committees have as their Secretaries
District Educational Officers and all
library endeavour is made subject to
the control and direction of theDirec-
tor of Public Instruction. By-laws,
Office-bearers, book and periodical
selection of aided libraries, as per
Rules ncw promulgated, must have
the approval of the Director. This is
control with a venegance. A library
to receive aid must have a building
of its own, All these provisions look
like killing the non-official library
movement, as one of the speakers
put at the Conference. It is no
wonder then that the 28th Andhra-
desa Library Conference has asked
for a complete overhaul of the whole
of the Madras Public Libraries Act.
It has taken no objection to ad hoc
Committees being created but has
advocated that all nomination should

disappear in their constitution and
that  appropriate  constituencies
should elect the members. [t has
demanded that the District Educa-
tional Officer shall no longer be the
Secretary of the District Library
Authority. It has asked for the
deletion of power to anybody what-
soever to levy fees for the use of
libraries. The Amenidment of the
Act in these directions is a matter for
the Legislature. It must necessarily
take time. Till such amendment is
carried out our people have to .ear
with it, however bad it may be as it
stands. But Rules made under the
Act can very well be modified. The
general and complete disapproval of
the Act has created a situation where
those who have been carrying on
the Library endeavor all along have
grown sceptic and a stalemate has
arisen, the Libraries that now exist
being unwilling to surrender their
all to the District Library Authorities
and the District Library Authorities
being unable to find the resourc-s to
launch a planned Library Service as
contemplated. It is therefore neces-
sary to make adjustments in the
existing conditions and proceed with
the work. To solve this stalemate the
Andhrade=a Librarv Conference has
suggested certain changesin the set-
up so that non-official and official co-
operation may be ensured and pro-
gress be made in the direction of
working some cssential aspects of
Library Service. I'he resolution of
the Confer<uce calls for a proper
approach on the side of the authori-
ties concerned to the existing libra-
ries.  Galling restrictions on the
powers of the managements, if they
desire aid, should be removed They
should not be required to make over
their properties to the DistrictLibrary
Authorities but agreements should be

entered into with them gi- ing them
the necessary encouragement and aid
to discharge functions as Central Li-
braries where possible,and as branch
libraries and distributive agencies.
I'he Director of Public Instruction
should cease to be the Director of
Libraries. He should be appointed
as a special officer. Failing this, for
the time being, the Director of
Public Instruction, should cease to
issue orders or proceedings in regard
to library affairs as the Director of
Public Instruction but shoulu act
only in his special capacity as_the
Director of Libraries. It is within
the power of the Government and
the Director of Public Instruction to
take action in all these matters
promptly and proceed with provid-
ing immediately fair library serviee
under the Act which has remained
almost a dead letter for over fifteen
months after it was put into force.
We hope Government and the Direc-
tor of Public Instraction will move
in the matter as quickly as possible.

The 28th Andnradesa Library Con-
ference took as much care of Adult
[sducation work as of the Library
endeavour. . E.the Governor of
Madras Maharaja Saheb of Bbhav-
nagar in his opening address pointed
out the close relationship between
Adult Education and the Library
endeavour and Istressed that they
should go hand in hand. It may be
here permissible to state that the
Andhradesa Library Association tried
its best to get the Government agree
to a Combined Act for Libraries and
Adult Education. Success did not
attend those efforts. In theabsence
of Legislative provision Adult Edu-
cation suffers necessarily by the
vagaries of the administrative
machinery. We have so often dis-
cussed what has been happening all
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along and a repitition of what we
have said is out of place here. We
may Just mention the last phase.
The Secretary for Education in the
Government of Madras took a parti-
cular view of affairs and started a
fact-finding enquiry. As we pointed
out in our leading article of the last
month the inquiry is not likely to
yield any definite conclusions for
reasons we so elaborately stated.
Even if Mr. Unnithan after consulta-
tion with such as he may determine
to consult presents a policy to the
policy-makers as he put it, i.e., the
Ministers and the Cabinet, it.is very
doubtful whether they will look into
it or pass final orders on his recom-
mendation at this time when, ina
few months, they have to face a
General Election based on the Adult
Vote. While on one side delays and
doubts are inevitable in regard to
the adumbrated examination of
affairs, the whole of the scheme
prepared for the year 1950-51 and
the following year remains in a state
of suspense and therefore essential
tactors like formation of village and
local committees envisaged from the
very beginning as a corrective to the
recurrence of abuses connected with
the old night school system and
being formed before Mr. Unnithan
took up enquiry do not receive
official attention to-day as the official
mind is led to believe that the whole
affair is in a melting pot and nothing
more is necessary except to mark
time. This is a very deplorable state
of affairs and it is best that the
Secretary to the Government looks
into the whole scheme submitted by
the Director of Public Instruction
probably a year ago and sanctions
such items in it as can be readily
applied under the existing conditions
and with the policy hitherto followed



592

and change the whole if need be
when he can get the policy-makers
to come to conclusions which he de-
sires them to come to. It is because
of this type of disadvantage that
exists in Departmental and Secreta-
riat action that we have often
suggested that the affairs of Adult
Education should be directed by an
independent Board with the Director
as President and an Executive
Officer to carry out the orders of the
Board, The Andhradesa Library
Conference has reinforced this de-
mand by one of its resolutions. In
the absence of a statutorily constitu-
ted authority, such a Board is next
best that may be thought of. It was
because of the absence of a such a
Board and because of the inefficiency
that is inevitable through routine

ADULT EDUCATION REVIEW

and red tape action in a new venture
that must daily take shape through
original action that the Andhradesa
Library Conference also passed re-
solutions requesting that admissions
Into  training schools, creation of
agencies for Inspection, examination
and certification of Adult Centres
and learners be handed over in the
Andhradesa to the tion. Organiser
making adequate provision for the
arrangements. Whether this is con-
ceded or not, it is clear that the
Conference felt that for things to
run well mere Departniental routine
was not enough and that immediate
steps should be taken to set things
right. We hope the Government
and the Department =il bestow
thought on points raised by the
Conference and take proper action.

Adult Education Revolution in South Arcot.

In a methodical, orderly, peaceful, silent
and unostentatious way a fundamental
far-reaching Revolution in Adult Social
Education endeavour is being wrought in
South Arcot, the only District in the State
where twelve Departments of Government
consisting of 390 officers, gazettred and
non-gazetted, under the effective leader-
ship of the Collector, have been striving
systematically and steadily to carry out
fully and faithfully the avowed aim and
declared objective of the Government of
Madras that liquidating adult illiteracy
“as quickly as possible’” must be the
concern of the whole administration in a]l
its Departments.

The Revolution is a natural process.
Thanks to the political education imparted
by the Indian National Congregs under
Mahatma Gandhi’s leadership, the adults
themselves have come to realise the need
for literacy, the key to knowledge which
is power, and desire to play their part as
informed citizens in making India healthy
and strong, happy and prosperous. The
officers also understand that promoting
Adult Education is a part of their duty
under the new political setup of Re-
publican India. And the Collector, Mr.
H.S. Paul, a seasoned, cool and level.

head(zd, admnistrator, knows that Govern-
ment’s orders are meant to be earried out

angi must be carried out in letter and
BpIrit,

There is absolutely no danger whatsgo-
ever of the system established and the
nrocecjure evo.lved in South Arcot crashing
or being nullified by a single individual
being promoted or transferred The
system will die out of inanition only if
the (xove_zrnmgnt refuse tu think and act
and abdlcate in favour of the Directorate
of Publie In‘struction. [s it not incumbent
upon the GGovernment to see to it that
their own al1ms are not thwarted and their
own obJectlvg_s are not defeated by crude
depa.rtrqenta‘nsm and anti-diluvian techni-
calities ? It' Is time the cobwebs of out-
moded tradition were swept away.

The Government can act, and must act,
here. and.now, to make up for loss of
precious time,courageously and decisively
with faith and resolution. They shouid
take two steps immediately in the sphere
of executive action: one is, the Directorate
of Public Instruction should be completely
((j‘;(;r\?:ﬁed uft i;)s ‘:iesponsibility for, and
M nment should take complete charge
of, Adult Social Education eﬂ%rt; ant(ll :ge
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VVS'o‘uth Arcot Fight Aganst Adult Illiteracy,

Government’s Instructions Carried Out.

It is the avowed aim of the Government of Madras that illiteracy musé be
“liquidated as auickly as possible,”’ and that effort for the purpose ““ n.ust he the concern
of the whole Administration inall its Depax’-yments and not merely the duty of the
officials of the Education 'epartment alone.

South Arcot District, under the constructive guidance and practical leadership
of its Colleotor, Mr. H. S. P'aul. has carried out the Government’s instructions in letter
and spirit, through a tool-proof, rigid but'not irksome or harsh, system of inspection
which entails neither additional expenditure on the Administration vor additional

gtrain on the touring cificers.

A veritable war is being waged. Pitched
battles are in progress in 735 Centres.
Every available resource is mobilised.
The “* soldiers’ are lovked after properly
and regularly-

The signal for action was given by the
South Indian Adult Education Association
in February 1950, when it celebrated
throughout the State the first South Indian
Adult Education Week.

The Agsociation had prepared the ground
for eleven long years undeterred by dis-
couragements aud handicaps; and it was
only natural that the first pec;le’s Govern-
ment of Independent India should readily
and warmly recognise the spade work done
and start co-operating with the Association
in further work.

The Goavernment issued & circulg\r
requesting the Collectors to co-operate 1n

making the Week a success. Similar circu-
lars were sent out by the various Depart-
ments of Goverument totheir Officers all
over the State. The Minister ilor
Education and Law and the Minister for
Food and Fisheries (whois the General
Secretary of the Association) sponsoced the
Provireia! Adult Education FKFund and
appealed for collections. Local Bodies
were permitted to contribute to the Fund
ear-marked for further Adult i“ducation
effort in the Districts.

The Week was a phenomenal success.
The Adult Education message was spread
far and wide, in every nook and corner,
even among remote villages, as the Edu-
cation Minister was good enough to
acknowledge on a later occasion.

South Arcot played a magnificent part,
leading the districts in the matter of
collections. How the District responded to

other is, in pursuance of the .0, (Edu-
cation) dated srd August 1950, Government
should ask Coliectors to take charge of
Adult Education in the jastricts and muke
it obligatory on the varivus I)epqrtments
of the Admiunistration to give him their
co-operation inAdult Fducation endeavour,
as in Rural Welfare Work.

Mere executive action by the adminis-
tration will not do 4Th‘e dignity and
grandeur of Adult Social kducation work
as an omnpibus nativnal objective can be
supplied and maintained only by well.
planned propaganda by the unofiicial
agency of the Suuth‘lnman_Adult Edu.
cation Associatiou which. by its labour of
love for twelve years, has woven itself into
the very texture of public tife in South

India, and commands recognition from
people who can understand and valu_e
essential but unspectacular pstriotic stri-
ving and nationalservice, A policy wbich
ignores the Association and smacks of
distrust in, if notalso contempt for, the
unofficial agency generally is doomed to
failure. A pian of action which does not
provide for cooperation from the Assocl-
ation will end in flasco. For ;he propa-
randa front the official agency is no good
at all. The four Mobile Units under the
immobile Directorate of Public Instruction
have made mockery of Aduit Education
Given charge of the Units, the Association
would have used them effectively and
the whole of Madras State would rever.
berate with adult kEdncation thought
and Social Education ideals.
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the call of the Association and what it has
beep doing since the first Week celeb-
rations is vividly related in the first
Annual Report issued by the Collector.

The Association President's Apperl and
the Government circular were issued in
December 1949. On 7.1.1950 a meeting of
Important members of the public and
oﬁcxa).s was held, and an Ad hoc District
C9mmxttee formed. Sub.Committees of the
District Committee were constituted to
deal with (1) Finance, (2} Organisation and
Propaganda, and (3) Work relating to
Women. Taluk Committees were sot upin
every one of the eight Taluks; 37 Firka
Committees and 30 Village Committees
were also formed and the Week was cele-
brated effectively in accordance with the
programme annosuunced by the Provincial

ssociation anud the plan of action com-
municated by the District Committee.
About two lakhs of flags were sold, and a
total sum ot Rs. 11,496, including donationg
was collected.

Before the Week 27 Adult Education
Centres were working : 30 Centres during
and 36 soon after, the Week were started.
93 in all by the end of March 1950. It wa:«;
generally, and rightly, ‘elt that *‘the good
work started during the Week should be
continued "’ and “‘continued and sustained
efforts” made. The ad hoe District Commit-
tee was converted into a District Standing
Committee of 45 members with Mr. H. §.
Paul, the Colicctor, as President, Sri.
Ganesamnurthi, the Distri t Educational
Officer, as the Secretary, and Mr. L. C.
Richard, Commissioner, Cuddalore Munici.
pal Couucil, as the Joint Secretary.

The District Committee started fune-
tioning effectively, meeting regularly
once in  a month to investigate the
possibility of starting more Centres.
To carry on the day to day work
of the Districs Committee, which had
started growing, an Executive Committee
was formed, of 7 members, with the
Collector as the Chairman and the Muni-
pal Commissioner, Cuddalore, as the
Convener;and Mr.Gnanadesikam Pillai wasg
nominated as the I'reasurer.

Quick progress was registered, and an
atmosphere created for Adult Literacy work
generally throughout the District. In
June 1430 an one-week lraining course in
Adult Literacy methods was conducted at
Cuddalore, 172 teachers including two

Firka Develonn i
rment Ofticers undergo;
\ ' oin
gggisi.hel‘gel I:‘;Qu::atxon Minist rbpre!sgiﬁlgs
Yyaiedictory function apd distri
hutgd c:rt'xﬁcates to the teachers trailzterdl-
e training had the desir .
_ sired effegt
i‘(:usx}ng the NeCessary entnusiaem in tl?f
eachers and.also gave them the requi g
new outlook in thig special work. " e
RT“P: monthly teaching allowance of
I{:.l ; Oand condnnuency allowance of
r 120U were disbursed on i
ecerpt
;‘eports frorr_l the teachers themSelv‘és lonf
tOHI‘]S preseribed hy the District Co:xl{nit
efe ldndvalso on the strenzth of the repor;
?n ti\‘l\:;flxgga(x)'vwg;appointed for the purpose
: 20. The number or C
) 5( entres i
;;1 en to 156 by phe end of August 195, ;:3
bee woxhk of disbursing the allowa'nces
came heavy  Ag itg nicetip
16 heavy it e g on 4-38-°5
:Ee ¥]Stl‘l€£ bommxttee decided to emru?t'
b'l(' aluk (.o‘m.unttees with the resr,ouq\i-
f; 1:_;. QReahslmg that it would he dltﬁcﬁlt
rro 1@ Supervisor to cope with the rapidly
%onv:;x;g work, as early ag April 1950 the
or 1ssued a circula t ‘
officers of the vario ; N
t us Government D -
nl)ents as_kmg for their Ca-operation e&ahr;_
t:hlex(;durm{; their tours they would visjt
he en!:{es and report to him their impr
sions. There was no response. bres:

ThMan?a Carta of Adult Education

e Lollector repeated his ¢j .

! [ _ circulars

a)u%xl]]:: lSatﬂ tr}e:quastmg the Distrigt ()ﬁiZers
. ruc eir subordinat flici

Rive brief, simple and intereste' olels to

the Adult’ Education (Alontre;nint;]ks N
reports. The Collector’s c{rCula ?end
gtalled and ssinchronised with the (}lc-)veorre.
g}eryxt ()rde?r No. ?180 Education dated S;Id
A ugg;stwl%(). wkpch may well be described
f:rti:; afannad Carta of Aduly Sducation,
for it g €ur and range. The 4. 0,

Willtlkiltz:;l:;v'm Ilquydating the brevailing
pogsible,-ttllr; téz;:ountry as quickly gg
tioned a scheme e(ffn":;:i[ll:ltb:]gzcs:'nc.
and the orening and maimenau:elm;
‘.a large number of schools for adults °
bl?ﬁe thesq schools are a]} held late‘ix
byeoi:esnimgl, and are usually man’ne(i
Public lnggr:ctti?;c?xi:' e Dil‘ector &
Sut’

Xxe §ubordir:ate officers olzgssliz(ie:\h“
griculture, Industries, Co-oper ive.
Public Health ang Animal Hunb:rtxld‘;ey’
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Departments may be instructed to
co-operate with the officers of the
Education Department in the working
of the scheme by visiting the schools
as often as possible in the course of
their tours and by giving short talks
to theladult pupils on their own Depart-
mental subjects and activities.

The Government accept the Director’s
suggestion and consider that such
visits and talks by the officials of the
different GovernmentDepartments will
be very useful.

The iiquidation of the illiteracy must be
the councern of the whole administra-
tion in all its Departments and not
merely the duty of the officials of the
Kducation Departmment alone.

The Board of w««venue, the Director of
Agriculture, the Director of Industries,
the Registrar of Co-operative Socie-
ties, the Director of Public Health
and the Director of Animal Husbandry
are requested to issue suitable instrue-
tious. that the otiicials o their re:pec-
tive Departimi-nts should visitand give
talks in these Acult Education schools
as often ax [ossible during their tours.

Nothing could have been more welcome
to the Collector-President of the District
Committee than tue foregoing G. Q. whien
is comprehensive and directive, emyphatic
and precise and specific. Armed with such
authority and sanction. he issued instruc-
tions requiring the llej.uty Inspectors of
Schools to inspect all the Adult Education
Centres within their jurirdiction once in a
month during their tours; every Revenue
Inspector to inspect ail the Aduls Kdueca-
tion ‘entres in his juri-diction cvery fort-
night ; the leputy Tahsildar to visit all
the Adult Education Centres once a month;
the kevenue Divisional Officer to inspect
as many Adult Kducation Centres as possi-
ble during his tours. Reports are to be
gent as and when the inspections are over,
in prescribed forn in a cover superscribed
“Adult Kducation Kepori’’ and addressed by
name to the Collector. Lest any misunder
standing of purpose or misapprehension of
duty should occur, the Colieotor explained:
“[tislikely some of the officers who are used
only to the old order of things may consi-
der the Adult L.ducation work ss an extra
duty imposed upon them with which they
are not concerned. | would like to impress

upon all the officers that in the new getup
of things, it is reslly an important duty
which they owe to the country and the
(Government they serve. | request
all the  officers of the Educatijon
and Roevenue Departments to take a real
and a personal interest in the progress of
the Adult Kdacation Centres now function-
ing and that of those that may be opened
in future, and send their reports promptly.”

By the end of 1950, 223 Centres wern
functioning. With a view to opening more
Centres a special drive was conducted in
December 1457 and January 1951. Arrange-
nients were made to start and run one
Adult Literacy Centre at each of the 173
Labour Schools in being for long under the
direct contrel and manacement of the
Collector. The South Arcot Distriet Board
President similarly started Adult Literacy
Centres in nearly all of the existing Dis-
trict Board Elementary Schools through-
out the District. The Roman Catholic
Mission did likewise, and a large number
of Adult Literacy Centres were started in
its schools. Thus during the two months
ending with January 1951, as many as 375
new Adult L.iteracy Schools were brought
into being, making a total of 628 Centres.

During the year ending with January
1951, more than Ra 15000 was spent in
maintaininz Centres, an uaccount of the
payment of the allawances and supply of
books and charts, sfates and pencils, maps
and globes, and petraomax Tights for 13 big
Centres. The estimate of expenditure for
the current vear (Fehruary 1951 to
January 1932) is Rs, 50,000. The Taluk
Committees have been instructed to make
themselves self supporting as far as possi-
hle by raising donations in their respective
areas; and they are hopeful that they
would be able to do so. The (Government
had agreed to recognise 100 schools during
the year, but only 36 schools have been
recognised. The financial resources of the
District and Taluk Committees, in propor-
tion to growing Government aid, can be
diverted to the Ce:nt:es to be started.
Government aidis he nggiven with retros.
pective effect. The District Uommittee is
asking the Director of Public Instruction
for refund of the allowances already given
during the months covered by the Govern-
ment. It appears this seemingly simple,
and undeniably just and proper, request
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cannot be complied with on account of
certain technical complications which
must remain ever inscrutable to lay minds.

Literacy Tests conducted.

Progress is being gauged and measured
by tests introduced by the Distriet Com-
mittee. T'he first test was held in Septem-
bgr 1450, but the result was not satisfactory
since the test papers bad been found to be
too stiff. The second test with easjer
papers held in December 1950 elicited
satisfactory answers and led to many
passes. As many as 212 pass certificates
were issued, but these related to some of
tl}e schools in Cuidalore Town and Taluk,
Tindivanam, Tirukoilur and Kallakuriehi
Taluks. Auswers from schools in the
other Taluks were not received in time.
Some of the schools were found to be doing
very well both in regard to regularity and
high percentage of attendance and li(eracv
effectively promoted and quickly attained.
The prize of Ks. 100 to the best Centre in
the District, that had been offered by the
South [rdian Adult Education Association,
was distr.-buted equally among six Centres
working at Tiruveonainallur in Tirukoilur
Taluk, Periamambattu in Kailakurichi
Taluk, Muttathnur in Villupuram Taluk,
Beerangimedu in Gingee Town, Chinna-
pettai in Cuddalore Taluk, and the
Y M. C. A School in Vilvarovnatham in
Cuddalore Town.

Thetwelve Centresin the whole District
conducted exclusively for the benefit of
women deserve special mention. five in
Cuddalore. three in Gingee and the rest
elsewhere. They are attended by women
of all communities, and classes, Muslim,
Harijau, Vellala, domestic servant, the
leisured, the scavenger and 30 an.

The aim of the District Committee is to
encourage an Adult Literacy Centre, if it
is capable. to grow into a Social Education
Centre. Talks on punlic guestions—the
working of the administration, the meaning
of elections, and so sn—are given by tour-
ing officers of the various Departments of
Government. Reading of newspapers and
magazines is encourazed, and discussion
of worid affairs is held. The demand for
follow-vp books Is increasing. Sri Gopal's
Tami vaa Books |, [l and 11l and other
South Indian Adu!lt Education Asscciation
pubiicalions are used everywners in large

aumbers. Films lent by ¢ i

Information Service ingeo[tjl?el:egli?m;
efiucative value to adults are being showo
hvgn the Government's Propaganda Mob'ln.
U'r.n;.has made it3 appearance in tlhe
District. Dvery District needs at leagt .
such Van: it has been long overd .t
South Arcot erdue to

The Aduit Literacy work in South

asin other districts, ig being carried:?g;

the Elementary School T

: v eachers, traj
and untrained,in Adult Education mert?ll:ded
No oth.er ageucy has made itself availub]s.
'Ithe )!1gh School teachers aAre not .
sive. btudent§ have not been mobilised. The

overworked and
carry on for ever. A
may be found necess
be spent to attract a
of such personel.

oving in arut cannot
special type of teacher
ary and money rmust
nd retain the 8erviees

Where South - rcot Wing

South Arcot hay scored g i
i)}l]anmkng far iore achi(ever‘rfn(;cnetsgb:::l(siuls

@ scheme of wgrk devised ig ir;her lBB
sonnd'. such as may not break down e[I]t ’
out of Fhe_er FETVersity or leck of at fotism
éuture officers fail to do their dxutyrmt’;”;lm
fout.h é&rcot scheme deriveg jtg st'engtg
r;?:]c;;a%;eatn?sskof the ideal, th; dyna-

*ter of the ohjecti
;.)he lpe}-sonality of the Coljlz(z:ttl::' I:"[?-t Iflm‘r%n
W?]l; hal‘vt;e bvast mass of illiterate ad\ilkté
ecome conseious of thaejy pow
as mgmbers of a great nationand thei -
bonmblhty as citizens of a Republic (;ll: ke
{)c; r,ka))e; ;;ol(;ﬁlcalr\fducation imparted.to t!;)f;i::
ndian ati '
powerfull ]eadershiﬁngfl ?\?sﬁxrsr?au??:r;t?p
:T)al?rtx t;lt:adc;mehlit}erate and seize thenke;
o X¢ which jgpe /

they get.opportunity, ::]ir;ozg;.th\:bem
th'ey. avail themselveg of it readil‘ A
willingly. And that ig but natutZl and
ln'll?ss moverqent. Spread over 5 vast e
i e;\d;zlt Education,cannot be iixitial.te;'
rr:::?acne qi:(?h Sustained, by ape artiac?aI'
gnthu‘g’i;ti(‘ a; the dlctatohhip of an gver.
viioasiat dr ' nat df\wnright fanatic ]
pe}sonal‘itv CefSiegi:)n'lhr}ef.agthority- Tht;
able and t‘lrresting;: cea:xlxlr(xi'l);ld:oal,fahowevqr
tli?;née,lfs it 1s_of Course unfair. ty :; e

6 Lollector is uging g antho}its; tf:;

(Continued on page 62},
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Adult Education—Place of Research and Training

By SRI S. RaGgHavaN,
Executive Officer jor Adult Education, Travancore-Cochin State

All nations are agreed on the objectives of Adult Education. It is concerned
with the whole education of men. The Unesco has defined its almost unlimited scope.
It mnay be remedial education, such as teaching theilliterate how to read and write. It
may be oocupational education and aim at productivity and raising of living standards.

It may be health education. aiming at
the improvement of personal and com-
munity hygiene. It can be civic and
political education: and aim at making
men better citizens. It can even be
liberal education and aim at imparting
further knov :dge on language, art
science or h s;ory. For any particular
country or pai: of a country, it can be any
one offthe at.ve forms or all of them put
together. It ¢:nnot be prescribed on a
universal basi> [t has to be shaped to
suit the needs and iuterests of the people
whom it has to serve. And as these
noeds and interests vary from place to
place, and country to country, the nature
and content of Adult Education has also
to chauge from place to place and country
to country. Therefore before drawing up
the programme of Adul Education for any
place, it i3 necessary to investigate care-
fully into the exact needs and problems
facing the people living in that place: and
the scheme has to be percolated so as to
satisfy those needs.

Needs and Scope for Research

Having thus fixed upon the content of
Adult Education for any particular area,
the method of imparting education relat-
ing to that content has to be tackied.
This is no easy task. Thechildren's needs
are fairly alike. and their mental reactions
moreare less similar. Even child education
bristles with problems and does not admit
of uniformity of treatment and methods.
Imagine how much more difficult it should
be to evolve methods to educate adults.
Their experience i, wide and varied.
They have their preoccupations and have
no leisure to learn. It is not easy to
march them into a class room to take

*English version of a Radio talk in Malayalam
from the Trivandrum-Kozhikoda Station of the
A. L. R. on 2J-5-51 with the kind vermission of
the A.L.R,

2

lessons like children. Thbeir mental make-
up and their experience, their interests
and their conveniences have to be very
carefully  studied bafore successful
methods could be devised to educate them.
Education, in their case, may have to be
less formal and more incidental. So that
if Adult Education programmes have to be
successfully planned so as to really benefit
the people for whom it is intended, two
vital problems have to be carefully investi-
zated for each set of people. They are,
what should be the content of Adult Eda-
cation for them ? What should be the
method of instruction. Adult Eduoation
thus offers a wide field and varied opportu-
nities for systematic research.

A colossal problem

Let us take the problem of illiteraoy.
We are a nation of 40 crores, and 85 per
cent of our people are illiterate. If we
can only make large masses of our people
literate, we would be placing in their
hands a powerful instrument for the
acquisition of knowledge. The world of
books, the treasure house of knowledge is
before them and they could edvcate them-
selves. Eut how is this to be accomplished ?
It is a colossal problem. Attempts have
been organised in all States by voluntary
agencies and Governments, and large
sums of money are being spent. But the
results achieved so far bear no proportion
to the money or the energy expended.
This requires careful investigation and
planning. A lot of research has to be
organised in problems with which literacy
work is intimately conneoted. It is known
that individual teaching will be definitely
more successful than group method in the
case of adults. But where are we to get
enough teachers for this method, and who
will pay for them? It is said that if
every literate man or woman would under-
take to teach two or three illiterates as a
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national duty, the problem of illiteracy
would be solved in a short time and ata
little expense. In fact. a lot of propaganda
is being done on this direction. But with
what result ? How many of our enlightened

oitizens have voluntarily taken upon
themselves the sacred task of educating
their less fortunate brethren? As a plan,
}bis does not work. Again, what is called
Each one. teach one’  slogan is raised.
Every literate must teach an illiterate.
When the latter becomes literate. he
teaches another illiterate. In this way
the torch of learningishanded from one to
another, as in a Relay Race, until the

whole mass of people become literate. The
.Soutl} Indian Adult Education issociation
is Elomg a lot of propaganda to popularise
this method. But here again the results
are slow. We therefore have to fall back
upon the group method, i.¢., teaching in a
class room. This is definitely a cheaper
approach, as one teacher can teach 20 or
30 adults at the same time. But there are
difficulties of & practical and psychological
nature, The adult pupils are not available

during day time when they are engaged
in breadwinning occupations. So the adult
clags has to be conducted during night
hours. Even that does not make the
problem easy. For at the end of a day’s
hard labour, the adult pupil looks for rest
and relaxation and he is il prerared for a
class. It is bhard to persuade him to
attend and even when he attends he is
very irregular Now, the problem before the
literacy worker therefore is, how to attract
the adult pupils to the class and how
to ensure his regular attendance ? Various
methods are being tried? Recreatinn clubs
are organised, as in Mvsore State to
attract the adult population. In Central
Provinces now called Madhya Pradesh,
people’s religious fervour is exploited and
bajans and group singing are resorted to,
for attracting the adult. In many places
radios are installed and visual education
programmes are organised to attract
people. These attempts have no doubt met
with & certain measure of success, but
unless the literacvy c¢lasses themselves
are made attractive and useful to
the pupils, these external influences may
not hold the adult for long. A gond deal
of research has yet to he done to discover
ways and means of not only arousing his
intereat but sustaining it through the
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whole period of the course till complete
literacy is attained. Dr. Lalbauch, the
f‘&meriaan expert in literacy work, has said
in his book ‘India shall be literate. “We
_therefore recommend that  careful
intensive experiments be made in alj
languages with the different hopeful
methods and that adjustment and revision
o.f materials and methods be made in the
light of the reactions of adults. We advo-
cate the conducting of experiments, where
possible with parallel groups taught hy
diﬁerent methods in order to secure
scientific data”. Methods of literacy
work have necessarily to be quick as large
masses have to be made literate within a
reasonable time. Workers in the field
h_ave been oarryiog on research for the
dlsgovery' of suitable charts and devices
wk}xch yvlll help in the attainment of
qm_ck literacy. There are some who
glmm that they can make a man literate
in three weeks with their own charts.
But it often happens such literacy is in-
complete and sooner forgotton than
learned. Dr. Lalbauch himaself has sug-
gested the use of the story method, picture-
word-syllable method and. word-letter
resemblance method. These methods
require very careful experimentation with
successive batches of adults, so that new
and better metliods could be evolved.

™ Alphabet Simplification

e reformation of the langy

a..lphabet may considerablygl:ezl; ‘n(?uﬁ::
literacy work. Mysore has appointed an
expert committee to compute a liat of th

most familiar words in Kannada used be
the rn.xral folk, so that these words mav by
used in thq production of aduylt litenmre
The simplification of the Kannada alphab:t;
is also engaging the attention of the
I!Iysore Adult Edueation Council. Ip our
bt;te_a.lso, research hasto be instituted for
compiling a basic rural vocabulary in Mala
ya]am and simplifying the alphabet, hoth.
in nqnnber and in their shapes, so that
learning the alphabet will be an eas

process for the adult population in oyr Stney

The greatest drawbask in Adult L,
work at th.e present day is the paulc:i‘;;wo%
fpllow up literature. Once peopleare made
hter?t’e,. their appetite for reading apg
acquisition of knowledge has been aroused ;
and there should be a continuous flow of'
suitable literature into the hands of these

new literates. These bocks should be
printed in bold type, using words with
which the adult is familiar and dealing
with ideas in which the adult is
interested. The Jamia Millia, Delhi, has
been able to publisn 300 post literacy
books as a result of their research in
this direction. The Adult Education Board
in our State has programmed to prepare
and publish such literature in Malayalam.

Adult Education means and includes
various other educasional activities besides
literacy work. It aims at making the
farmer a better farmer, so that production
may inorease and the country may become
solf sufficient It is not possibje to holda
olags for the farmer in a village to teach
them new farming methods. Other methods
have to be attempted. The Agricultural
Institute at Allahabad is carrying on
research in thisdirection ; and has initiated
measures to educate the farmer. In this
manner, it is necessary to organise research
into every form of Adult Education activity,
so that the content and method of each
form could be, evolved on right and
progressive lines.

Adult Education work is thus difficultand
it requires expert planning to be success-
tul. But if these plans should be properly
implemented, training is essential. An
untrained worker is a menace to the work
and will do more harm than good. So that
after deciding upon the content and method
of ascheme of Aduit Education for any
place, it is necessary to traina band of
suitable workers in the technique of the
work. So that training forms the first
stage in the development of the scheme.
This does not mean that research should be
over before training begins. That cap
never be, because ressarch in a field like

Social Welfare
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Adult Education is a continuocus process.
The traiuing itself should not mean a
training in established methods and prac-
tices alone, but it should be a training for
research as well, Every worker while being
taught how to use the existing technique
to the best advantage sboald also be ini-
tiated into methods of research and experi-
mentation of these methods, so that ulti-
mately still better methods inay formulated.
This is why the Adult Education Board of
Travancore-Cochin has started a Research
and Training Centre in Trivandrum for
Adult Education workers. The Sriniketan
attached to Shantiniketan hag been doing
wonderful work in this direction. They
are even to-day carrying on research into
methods of Adult Education for rural uplift.
They have also graded courses for training
workers. ‘1he Tata lnstitute of Social
Science, Bombay, also trains students in
the methodology of Social Research.

‘The importance of research in Adult
Kducation has been best appreciated in the
U.S. A, Thorndyke investigated the ability
of adults as early as 1928 and published his
results which form a valuable contribution
to adult psychology. Since then many
sociologists have been carrying on research
in Adult Education methods and techniques.
In recent years, their researches have
become more intensive. The Institute of
Adult Education of the Columbia University
has anpounced a two year programme for
research in the organisation of Community
Centres for Jocial Education. It is high
time our Universities bestir themselves
and take measures to organise systematic
research in the field of Adult Education.

“JAL HIND”

Work in India.

South Indian Adult Education Association’s Reply to Goverament Questionnaire.

The South Indian Adult Education Association, Madras, has sent the following
answers to the questionnaire relating to Social Welfare Work in India sent by the
(tovernment of Madras (kducation Department) :

1. Mame and address of the organisa-
tion : The South Indian Adult Education
Association, 2/21, First Line Beach,
Madras.

2. dims and objects : The Association
seeks, by propaganda, to create public

opinion in favour of Adult Social Educa-
tion ; to strive and secure co-operation and
co-ordination ot etfort between the official
and unofficial agencies ; to tackle and wipe
out adult -illiteracy and then to plan and
carry out fundamental continuation Social
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Education calculated to foster and raise
the general cultural, educational, healtu,
economic and political standards of the
people through District, Taluq, Firka and
Village Committees, Adult Literacy Cen-
tres and Community Clubs; and to pro-
duce KEducational films and prepare aud
publish Adult Education books, charts,
posters, etc. and to start and run Reading
Rooms and Libraries to prevent relapse
into illiteracy.

3. Survey of activities in Social Wel-
fare work done by the organisation since
its inception ;. he Association was con-
ceived and organised, and since its incep.
tion in February 1939, has been function-
ing and expanding, as a propaganda body,
planning and executing token activities
illustrative of its aims and objects. In the
opinion of the Association, Adult £duca-
tion is synonymous to, and comprises
every aspect and part of, Social Welfare.
Indeed, Social Welfare is the objective
and Adult Education, the means to achje-
ving the same. With a view to enabling
the public to understand the importance
and value of, and to recognise and realise
the urgency of the need for, Aduit Kduca.
tion with Adult Literacy as the first and
foremost item thereof, the Association has
held seven Annual Conferences, two regio-
nal conferences and one special conference
of Adult Education workers with Dr.Frank
C.Laubach, the world protaganist of Adult
Education ; it has celebrated two Adult
Education Weeks as an annual feature (v
be continued ;and it has conducted a South
Indian (Regional) Seminar on Adult Edu-
cation. The Association initiated, for the
first time in India, a brief course ot train-
ing for teachers of adults, and was able
thereby to put into the field about 2000
workers of sterling qualities ; and it coun.
ducted a four-month Adult Literacy Drive
in a group of villages in Chengam Talug,
North Arcot District, and achieved almost
complete Adult Literacy. It has been
conducting in the industrial area of
Peramour, Madras, a Night High School
for Adults with encouraging results. 1t is
developing in Swatantar Nagar, Krish-

1pet Madras, a muitl-purpose Model
namb=s v Centre. It ix conducting two
tommm = rnals the ‘T Adult Kducation

H]Ohtnl) Juulndb ‘ . . S
Review ' in knghsh and ' gpRcwer aod
(Adult Education) in Tamil—which are,

So to say, the gazette of the organisation,
in effect,while as journals providing forum
for free and full expression of construe-
tive ldeas and viewpomts concerning
Qdult Literacy techniques and Social
Education methods ; and it 1s giving sub-
sidy to one Telugu monthly journai and
one Malayalam monthly journal,

4, C.on.ynuuuty Welfare Services: The
Association does not concern itsclf with
(i) Hewlth as such, but due attention is
being paid to the value of heaith and
sanitation in all the prupaganda speeches
delivered and tilms shown. In regard to
(i) Education, the Association 1s evolv
mg a dSucial Aduit Education Community
Centre in Swatantar Nagar, Krishnampet
Madras ; an Adult Literacy School is tmmg,
run; a multipurpose Co operative Soclety
i8,being formed ; and a Free Reading Roum
and a Labrary will be brought into being
in due seasoun; (ill) Zecreation: Suon after
qhe colony'ls reorganised, a park will be
formed Wwith Radio arrangements, and a
Recreat‘lon Club  with heaithy ’mduur
rgames for both adults and chitdren wili
be started and run by 4 Management
C.ommlttee consisting of local leaders.
(iv) Howsing: Swatantar Nagar being a
colony of ecity sanitary employees. the
Corporatlon of Madras nas agreed txfglvc
for its due_ development, the 1% gruunds'
a'val'labl.e for 1 nominal price.  Tire Asso-
ciation 13 making arrangements tu acquire
the same and get comfortable and healthy
houses built thereon on 4 Co-operative
footing, su that the members will become
eventually absolute owpeps of both the

site and the structure, only alienation Dy
sale or transfer being inhibited by the
fundamental paramount requirements of a
Community Centre. (V) Finanecial aid:
gk{etzf:s;uufttxun.is making due arrange-
foi'anrL(:ir arecurmg the lecessary tinances
by means?go?ut the entire scneme, tirstly
secondiy by 350‘-0perat|m Society and
Drivate i)'ino lising public support and
ber forn b .1 fmthropy: through  Benetit
Wi (nrzitixfea of Music and Sports.  Aid
legal alibd €n tothe poor and the destitute,
seholarshi t:ecpr.ed where needed, and
awarded tgbu:m Continuation education
ambit and w, }t}e deserving, all Wit tne
organised o (t; 'the resvurces of the colony
et and conducted as a Conununity

€ With selforeliance as its acting

inci : gelf.sufficiency as 1ts cardi.
?:ln;il[[])]l.e dFr}z?mily Welfare, child Welffal:e,
youth welfare, and fosten‘ngmo -w(i
operation and culture are all nem.es?arycan
integral and inseparable parts 0 fa hon?.
munity Centre, and every one of fj‘ebﬁ
vital items will be properly organl:se and
effectively developed as the colf)nyh gr‘ovlv;
and takes shape and achieves the sell.

sufficiency objective.

5. Welfare organisation in ’ui.([.‘(.(f;{f”‘-
e Community groups: The AbSO(.lldF_IOn
has chosen Swatantar Nagar for evgdy ing
a Model Fundamental Adult ;grcnglbf U.(lld£
tion Community Centre precxselyﬂ (a p; 0
project of the Association) bec.auva.« it has
potentiality and scope for gxo“‘mg.;fnut)
an ideal, self-reliant and Se-faqtﬁuflen
Social Welfare Unit. I'ne iInmates v 'tne‘
colony are all of one class of emp}o,\eg
and of one backward community @ tney
have a cowunmon mother-tongue, lelugu,
and hence a common calture, alveit of a
rudimentary description, with common
traditional family and social customus and
practices, with common duties and forms
of worship. They are all alike in heart
and mind, in temperament and outlook.
1hey are a labour class and a religious
community. Theres about t_hem no?nlp%
specially rural or urban, nothing reglona

or territorial.  They have much of the
simplicity, but notning of tue segrega-
tiveness, of a rural community. I'hey

have something of the soclauility glld
gregariousness, but nut the ’a;elf-sophl;'tl-
cation of an urban strata. I'he ame.prtrllgs
of city life are within their reacb. Wit 111
their self-governing and selt-suﬁimeln
colony they can lead a happy and \Yh? e-
some idyilic life; they can demonbtlaﬁe
how an ideal iabour class can and ()ug't
to function, and practise the truth tha&
gervice of fellowmen Is true worship, the
true religious life, I_‘hey have a tempie
and a Bhajana organisation of their own
which will grow and piay their part in the
Community Centre life.

) ’ o Welpare ddnanestration —
Stz'pslx?l/ll be tziken to sta\rt.;md‘ run a
Dispensary,a Maternity and Child \\glxakre
Centre on a modest scale ang Wl[hlll{‘le
means of the Community Ler'm‘e.. 'ge
Bhajana organisation, which is 'c'lllEd y
functioning without any hitch and 1s
hence popular is, in etfect, though not In
o1

[
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name, a mobile psychological elinic. Indeed
every hale and hearty person is a mobile
psychological clinic; and we do have in
Swatantar Nagar many on estimable in-
dividual answering to the description.
Sex education is a controversial subject.
Imparting knowledge of sex life can have
meaning only if it aims at safeguarding
the sanctity of matrimonial relationship
and at propagating the fear of the sin of
adultery and incest. If the aim of sex
education is to teach people to gratify
themselves and at the same time avert by
artificial and so-calied scientific methods
the logical consequences of such enjoy-
ment, it would take away the fear of the
sins of adultery and incest, and indirectly
encourage sexual excesses andorgies, en-
croachments and lapses: the moral sense
of men and women of the present genera-
tion will be blunted, adultery and incest
will become common, and we will be pro-
ducing a progeny of moral depredators ;
movality gone intellect will not function,
and the spirit will go down and yield place
to bestiality. The South Indian Adult
Education Association as such cannot
support such sex education to which every
religious order is definitely opposed.

7. Nervices for the wunadjusted :—The
Swatantar Nagar Community Centre de.
veloped under the auspices of the Asso-
ciation will deem it its duty to give every
possible and deserving help tothe orphans,
the physically defective, the deaf and the
dumb, the blind and the crippled, the
mentally defective and the destitute,
within its fold.

8. Nervices for ihe Maladjusted .—The
Swatantar Nagar Community Centre will
do the needful to save and reform the
delinquent child, the adult, criminal, the
beggar and the prostitute. Kftort will be
made to trace the cause, and correct
every error at its very root. It is easy to
discover how and why a child turns delin-
quent, how and why an adult turns a
criminal and how and why a8 woman takes
te prostitution, and to take preventive
measures against the “how’ and the ‘why’.
There is no doubt something of heredity,
but there is not much of the congenital or
the constitutional about the maladjusted
child, the maladjusted adult and the
maladjusled woman. Knvironment and
lack of attention and care are the causes

T
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'n most instances. A child takes to begg-
‘'ng or stealing because he is sent adrift
by a heartless father to seek his fortune
by himself or perish ; or he Is asked and
encouraged by  his helpless widowed
mother to beg and steal and do worse
things. Surely such a child can be =saved,
re;formed and reclaimed through commu-
nity endeavour by the community to which
he belongs: he is definitely the first charge
on th_e community. Reform and reclama.
tion is better and more quickly achieved
in the spacious and bracing and healing
atmosphere of society at large than
through Reformatory Schools. The malad-
Justed adult also 15 amenable to such
treatment ; prison will neither save him
nor reform him. Reformatory Schools
and prisons carry out a torture of the
spirit, and the children and the adults that
are g'eleat.ed from them are generally fuli
of bltterne;ajs and the spirit of vengeance
against society, In nearly all the instan-
ces, men are responsible for the women
going low and leading the life of prosti-
tutes. The truth is, manis polygamous by
nature; whereas, woman is not at al]
polyandrous by nature. Polygamy hag
prevailed, and will continue to prevail, in
all ages and climes, Polyandry was tried
but being repugnant tv feminine nature,
has not survived the march of civilisation.
While man would have as many supple.
mentaries as his purse and circumnstances
would permit, woman whe likes to be
possessed cannot belong to more than one
man at the same time. Woman abandon-
ed by man after man becomes a prosti-
tute ; she is a creature of circumstances,
a victim of cruel fate ; she detests being
a prostitute, and prefers the less iguomi-
nous position of a concubine. It is possi-
ble only for a Community Centre to detect
the drift in the life of a woman, frustrate
the designs of the men who are after her
and save her from perdition.

9. Sercices  for Emergency :i—The
Association has had so for no occasion to
render services in giving relief to people
against accidents, epidemics, tloods and
other natural calamities. When an occa-
<ton should arize imy heaven forbid) the
Association with its far-flung organisation,
its net-work of Committees and 1ts bands
of worxers, witl certainly rise as suc man
and do its very best.

~ ADULT EDUCATION REVIEW

0. Social Legisiation :—Th i
tion has bge'n propagating the Vi:“:}fs:\?g:;_-
ed by India’s liducation Ministey Mauian;
Abul Kalam Azad, that et ana
indirect compulsion 18
out Adult Illiteracy in a short t
framing  Bill for the purpose.

' 11._ Leadership Traiiing
tion is working for an o
cannot be achieved by St

larger measure of p
needed to make Aduilt Education a gy 3
Popular support can be secureq bu c]ce.z)s.
.dynamlc lo_cai leadership, both ?ry /
and executive, The Commity Ce]?x:;u
zr::ievt()hcoadtilx;hl?“htftswlA&:OCiatmn has bees

3 th es g ]

and strengthening local lzv:gprziisecuim'g
matterof_ fact, the Associatibﬁ h[;i“ b on
?ble to elicit qualiti_es of Ieadershix; fr?en
yands ().f workers in every Distriet ho
are mantaining to this dav the Agh“
Education effort as an unofficia] motllelzt

:—The Associa.
biective which
ate effort alone,
opular support is

12, Training of Seci :
Assoclatl_on is pla{mingatlu S;l;c;rt-kggsx.quhe

ommunity Centre jp every I)Lis:t " *el
}vher_eat workers will be trained. Tr:litt’
Ing In propaganda techniques wilj tr)lé

arranged also by the vario istri
Education Committees. us District Adule

13. Co-operation with the
Jare Orgauisations:—TheOAC‘Y’ iati
g_ev_eloped, SO to  say, inbtsooceiatl"':?iehas
t:i\nin:f Initl.tutlons and Organisatior:s-
aking  part in Adult Kdyeatioan
:ggelt 1shnow growing asd:&ggl(:tl aegopriti

. 1S now havipne :
seventy Institutiong an(IilLO;lZarr\ni::fY o
;?fhhated to it. Every Conference oy rl:n'b
sed by th_e Association wag acall to ac&tim'
and enlisted the co-operation of Or;i
workers‘ engaged in and connected w'l:h
Adult Education activity. The Asg i
tion organises an Adylt Ed i Veck
every vear throughout th
Se‘culliels t(;r the purpose th
ol all Institutions and Organisati
voted tQ, and interestedgr in bzt$$::d¢e‘
Adult Education. The Se;:ond S it
Indian Adult Educatjon Week celebrmtlth
in February 1951, for instance, wag i od
s(éreddb_y ;;mre t_hlaln thirty Ioné-estaglpigl?-
ed and influencial Instityuti )
cd and | 1ons and Orgap,.

Social Wei-
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14, Finances : The Association has the
following sources of income ;—

I. Ordinary Membership of Rs. 5
per annum, which includes the subscrip-
tion of a Monthly Journal.

Institution Membership of Rs. 10 per
annum, which includes the subscription of
a Monthly Journal.

Life Membership of Rs, 100.

II. Ad hoc contribution from the State
Governments and Local Bodies and dona-
tion from institutions and individuals;

III. Collection made during the annual
Adult Eduecation Week through sale of
flags and tickets ; and

1V. Sale of Adult Education materials,
charts and books.

The total annual income is about
Rs. 25,000. o

Expenditure of the Association com-
prises:

1. Printing of posters, tickets, charts
and books : Rs: 10,000 per annum.

2. Maintenance of office and staff:
Rs. 8000 per annum.

3. Two Monthly Journals: Ras. 7,000
per annum.

Total expenditure is Ra 25,000.

15. Swrvey of Activities during the
past year: Many and varied were the acti-
vities of the Asscoiation during the past
one year ending with June 1951,

Seventli  Annual  South Indian  Aduit
Education  Conference :—In the tast
week of July 1950, the Seventh Annual
South Indian Adult Education Conference
was held in Tanjore 5ri K S, Ramaswamy
Sastri, Hon. Organiser for Adult Education
in Tamilnad to the Governmeunt of Madras,
presiding. It was a thoroughly repre-
sentative Conference, the Madras, Mysore
and the Travancore Cochin State Govern-
ments, Local Bodies, and a good number of

unofficial organisations having sent Dele-
gates. The Honb'le Mr. J. L. P, Roche-
Victoria, Minister for Food and Fisheries,
opened the Conference. A number of
weighty resolutions were adopted urging
the Government to strengthen the un-
official wing of the Adnlt Education move-
ment and increase the payv and allowance
of the teachers of Adult Literacy Schools.

Memorandiem to Minister . Farly in

November, a Memorandum was addressed

by the Association to the Madras State

Education Minister, explaining the Tanjore

Conference Resolutions and urging him to
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take effective and quick action on the
same. Also a deputation from the Asso.
ciation led by 'its President met the
Minister.

District Conferences: The Tanjore Con-
ference gave such impetus that it was
followed by District and Talug Con-
ferences of Adult Education workers,
public meetings, group discussions, and
general strengthening of the Adult
Literacy Drive throughout the State,

Aduwlt Equeation Week : Towards the
close of November 1950 a meeting of
representatives of more than thirty in-
stitutions and organisations devoted to
Adult Education work and others inter-
ested in Adult Education was held the
Honb’le Minister for Education and Law,
Sri K. Madhava Menon, presiding, and a
Central Committee was constituted to
arrange and conduct throughout the State
the Second South Indian Adult Education
Week with Sri K. Madhava Menon as its
President and the Hon’ble Mr. J. L. P.
Roche-Victoria. Minister for Food and
Fisheries, as the Working Committee
Chairman. Permission was given for
Andhra and Kerala for forming Regional
Commiittees for the effective celebration
of the Week.

December 1950 and January 1951 wit-
nessed elaborate preparations by the
Association for the celebration of the
Week. A Brochure explaining the aims
and objects of the Week and giving a
programme for the celebrations was
published in English, Telugu and
Malayalam and copies of the same
were distributed intensively and ex-
tensively along with an appeal by the
Association President for co-operation in
making a great success of the Week. A
Provincial Adult Education Fund in aid
and under the auspices of the Association
was sponsored by the Education and Food
Ministers. A Circular was addressed by

the Government requesting the District

Collectors to see to the success of the

Week. Similar circulars were sent by the

Local Helf-Government and the Firka -

Development Departments. The Director

of Public Instruction had the President’s

Appeal circularised and asked the Officers

of his Department to do their very best.

His Excellency the Governor of Madras
senta message for the success of the W_cek
declaring that * Literacy is the Birthright
of Man "',
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The Chief Minister of Madras, the
Honb’le 3ri P. S, Kumaraswamj Raja,
sent a message and inaugurated the Week
in R_aj'a_Ji Hall, Madras, on 17-2-51. An
hxhlbmop of Adult Education materials
was held in Rajaji Hall, and it was enrich-
ed by other exhibitions run by the Agri-
cultural, Grow More Food, Veterinary and
Women's Welfare Departments of Govern-
ment.

The Week celebration in Madras City
were marked by a series of Aid Entertain-
ments by N. 3. Kr.shnan T- A. Mathuram
party, Shrimati Vaijayanthimalaand party
and others, . ‘

The Week was celebrated throughout
the State mainly according to the pro-
gramme chalked out by the Central Com-
mittee with praiseworthy additions in
many places ; it was a unique demonstra-
tion of co-operation between officials and
the public, and gave to doubters and
detrz}ctors an idea of the measure of the
public support that the Adult Education
movement commanded,

Committers : Preparation for the cele-
bration of the Week had been made in.
tensively and extensively in every District,
not only in towns and townlets but also in
villages, the entire chain of officials of the
Revenue Department under the command
of the Collectors humming with activity.
Ad hoc and permanent committees had
been formed with varying range of
activity, more than 2000 of the former
kind and as many as 200 of the latter type,
with a view to organising and running
centres. The demand for posters and
Adult Education materials rose to high
pitch, so that the Central Committee was
hard put to it to get the materials printed:
it somehow managed to cope with the
demand, and despateched nearly one
thousand =ets. Another tangibie result of
the Week celabrations was a fresh crop of
many Adult Literacy Centres, South Arcot
District playving the leading part as usudl.
jut not all the Centres ean be said to be
funetioning effectively, not so much be_
cause of Hagging entnusiasm, but because
of the inordinate delay and tardiness in
granting permission and recognition,

Nowble Todione Seveinar: In April 1951,
with the aoproval and patronage of the
Governn.-nt of I[rdin, the Association
organized and conducted a Seminar on
Adult Education in " Damodar Gardens,”

Adyag‘. Madras. Of the Seminar. the
Honb_le Mr. J. .. P. Roche-Victoria wa
Elxg Dxrect_or, Sri K. S, Ramaswam;i Sast y
Sri G, Harisarvothama Rau, and Sri”k 8
Yn!va Roy were the Associate DirecAu;rS'
b‘rl T. J. R. tropal was the Secretary'
(;ene_rgl: and Sri 8. Airavatham was th
Publ_lcxty and Recording Secretary 4Th§
Seminar was Inaugurated by Pidi’-'ssof
fjumayun Kabir, Joint Secretary t, the
(x_OVernmgnt of India, Ministry of Edue
tgon,. and it lasted for eight ful] davs“funah
tlo.'n.n;.l,r through four Language (}’r})ups <
Tamxl_. Telugu_, Malayalam and Kanawia_
and eight Subject Committees. Dy Panjab
rao Deshm_ukh, Member of the Indi )
IJplQn Parliament, and a former Edu('at’an
Mxmstelj of Madhvy Pradesh, was pres 1ort1
gl;nglbea maugt;;ation and addresse«‘l‘fl?e
nar on e national servj ai
rendered by'the Associat,ion.er‘ggixprl)Q'ling
with thg wish of Maulana Abul Rélang
I%gad, Miss f]lla Griffin, UNESCO Adurllt1
B u§at19n Expert, psid a four-day visit to
he Seminar, and‘gave valuable Co-oprera
tion to thg Committees at work. Shrim t?
Rukuma,m Devi who had placed ‘I)an-oda ‘
Gardens’ at the disposal of the Semine
addressed .thga Delegates and Obqe’r’ver?arl
the potentiality of Love as the n‘iains' ring
of all educational efforts. Sri T. 8 Avfmng
lm_g_am Ch_ettiar, former. F.Iduca“t?SL
mest_er of Madras, addressed the S@min(')n
and said that Adult Educators'shoulq ha:r
gr;zt p{}erseverence and strength of wi|) ¢
e niged States Informati :
and the British Council gave tkf:;;] cg'eurv;ce
tion and_addeq to the instructive valui r&;
the Seminar. The Recommendations méc(i)
by_ the Language Gruops and Subjec‘t o :
mittees were all collatreq and sent to tri?-
Cent_ral and Statey (rovernments Ti .
Semlpar has been filmed by the Gen'le‘
Stughos, and it is g document with inltml
national propaganda range. e

District Organisers and Con 't
The Association hag a[)pointed”?)’i:l;‘eiZf
Organisers. Through the impetus s[zp li
ed hyw the Association, 100 Adult qup .
tion (,'om'mlttees have been formed a;x(l -
functioning; about 30y() Adult Literare
Centers have sprung into existence, apg
illiteracy is being wiped out at a'v(n
re.pld‘ pace and sweep. South Arery
District under the leadership of itg Cul}CUt
tor, Mr. H. S. Paul, is playing a praiec-
worthy part. The entire District jg coverseed.

acy
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'Mult Education Calls for a Newl\_ﬁproacn.

Madurai Conference Proceedings.

The plea for a new approach to Adult Education was advanced by one and all of
the speakers at the Madurai—Ramanathapuram Adult Education Conference held in
the spacious hall of the Saurashtra High School, Madurai, on the 28th and 29th July '51,

Sri N. M. R. Subbaraman, M.L-A, unfurling the National Flag, declared that
unless adult illiteracy was wiped out and adult ignorance liquidated, it would be difficult
for India to derive full benefit from the political independence she had achieved under
Mahatma Gandhi’s leadership. Sri T. K. Rama, Municipal Chairman, Madurai, in his
welcome speech, emphasised that Adult Education was a national necessity and a

people’s movement.

The Hon’ble Mr. J. L. P. Roche-Victoria opened the Conference. Sri
P. Mahadevan, Principal. Madurai College, opened an Adult Education Exhibition. In
the nunavoidable absence of the President, Sri K. S. Ramaswami Sastri, his address was

read out by 3ri 8
Asgociation.

The Saurashtra High School presented
a gala appearance, its Headmaster and his
teacher colleagues, all Adult Education
enthusiasts, having made pucca arrange-
ments.

. Airavatham, Publicity Secretary of the South Indian Adult Eduecation

The High School Hall upstairs was full
with a large number of visitors, mostly
teachers including women, and Delegates
hailing from all parts of the District.

The conference commenced with prayer.

with a net work of Adult Literacy Schools
which are being visited frequently and
regularly by officials of the various
Departments who have to do a good lot of
touring work among the people. Indeed
South Arcot has set an example to all the
other Districts. Adult Literacy is spread.
ing so rapidiy that there is a correspond-
ing increasing demand for continuation
books. The demand for copies of Tamizh
Padi I, II and ILI is phenomenal : Book I
has run upto 15,000 copies in the year.
The demand for other continuation books
also is growing. . .

Pullications :—The South Indian Adult
Education Co-operative Publishing Society
Limited, an auxiliary of the Association,
expanded during the year. Nine books
in Tamil were published on behalf of the
Government, for which a nominal subsidy
was given ; and the subsidy was nearly
made good by supply of 300 sets. Six
more books in Tamil were published by
the Association. Eight books in Telugu
were published, and two more are to be
brought out shortly. For these books also
Government have promised a nominal
subsidy. The Society has published charts
in Tamil, Telugu, and Malayalam. The
Association has given a subsidy to the

3

Christian Literature Society of India for
publishing charts in Kannada.

Propagnnda Van:—The Association
has purchased a vehicle for propaganda
purposes, and, thus armed, it will be able
to spread the Adult Education message in
every nook and corner of the State.

National Seminar .—The Association
was represented by its Organising Secre-
tary and one of its Vice-Presidents at the
Nationa! Seminar on Adult Education
held in Jubbalpore, and by three Dele-
gates at the All-India Adult Education
Conference held at Hyderabad.

Finances :—The accounts of the first
South Indian Adult Education Week were
settled : the total amount collected during
the Week was Rs. 35,089-0-0. Qut of this,
Rs. 18,986-0-0 was reallotted in cash,
and for the balance Adult Education
materials were supplied. The amounts
collected and reallotted in cash and kind
have helped to regularise Adult Education
effort throughout the State,

The collections made during the Second
South Indian Adult Education Week have
been received by the Central Commiptee
only partially. On the entire collections
being realised, they will be distributed

District-war.
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Sri N. M. R. Subbaraman M.L A., unfurl-
ed the National Flag The very sight of
the flag, he said, roused their sense of
pride in what they had achieved, the
sufferings thev had ubndergone and the
sacrifices they had made during the nation-
al fight for Independente ; it also reminded
them of their duties and responsibilities in
free India. They had to essay the great
task of national reconstruction. Adult
Education effort was a phase of such re-
construction. Unless adult illiteracy was
wiped out and adult ignorance was liquida-
ted it would be difficuls for India to derive
full benefit from the political independence
she had achieved under Mahatma Gandhi's
leadership. Adult Education was a national
objective and called for patriotic endeavour
on the part of the educated.

Sri T. K. Rama’s Welcome Speech.

Welcoming the Hon’hleMr. J.L..P Roche-
Victoria, who had come to open the Con-
ference, and the Delegates and the visitors
who had assembled in such large numbers,
Sri T. K. Rama, Chairman of the Madurai
Municipal Council, and one of the Vice-
Presidents of the South Indian Adult
Eduration Association, said: The con-
ference, which was of Adult Bducation
workers, had been thought of eighteen
months since, but due to a succession of
circumstances, it had to be postponed many
a time. It was indeed a matter for satis-
faction that the Conference had come to be
held after all, instead of being abandoned.
The (Conference had come to be held mainly
becauass of the fact that the Adult Educa-
tion effort commanded the support of the
people as a whole and further because of
the perseverence shown by the organisers.
The Adult Education endeavour as a
people’s movement, began in right earnest
only with the Seventh Annual South
Indian Adult Education Conference held in
Tanjore towards the end of July 1950. A
Central Committee for Madurai was form-
ed soon after to do propaganda and organise
effort in terms of the Tanjore Conference
Resolutions: in other words, to make Adult
Education effort a movement of the people.
Conferences were of course necessary for
exchange and expression of ideas, but they
could not yield fruit unless followed up by
prooaganda and publicity on a wide scale
Workers should be given the opportunits
to give expression to the difficulties, the

discouragements and handicaps, that they
were experiencing while grappling with
the literacy problem. The South Indian
Adult Education Association had provided
such opportunity now and then and also
otherwise done most essential spade work.
The services rendered to the cause by
Mr. J. L. P. Roche-Victoria and Sri
T. J. R. Gopal were as invaluable as im-
measureable. Real work had begun only
with the Tanjore Conference. The
Seminar on Adult Education held recently
under the auspices of the South Indian
Adult Education Association was another
land-mark, The Seminar had made com -
p'rehensive and practical Recommenda.
Fxons. The Government also were taking
increasing interest in the movement but
the.Government by themselves could not
achieve much. It behoved tha people
themselves to act and pull together.

It looked as if the Government were not
seized with the urgency of the nced for
Adult Education: their scheme envisaged
the liquidation of Adult illiteracy in forty
vears: they should, instead. adopt the
view of the South Indian Adult Education
Association that complete adult literacy
could be achieved in about five years and
plan their action on that basis. It was
necessary that Government should get out
of tradition and evince greater sympathy
than wasevident. An incident like resig-
nation from the Central Adult Education
Committee, Madurai, by the local Deputy
Inspector of Schools was indicative of lack
on the part of the Government of the
requisite willingness to co-operate with
the non-official agency in Adult Education
effort.- Such aloofness or getting away
from the non-official agency was unhelpful
and regrettable. What could the non-
official agencv do without (Government
sympathy and support? Where there
was the will, there was the way.
If only the Government wanted, they
could have a good part of the cess
collected under the Library Act diverted
to the expansion of Adult Education en.
deavour. The Library movement was but
a part of the Adult Education effort Where
was the need for a library where the num-
ber of literates was very poor, as low ag 15%
of the total population even in wurban
areas? It would be quite legitimate there-
fore to use the library cess money to the
promotion of Adult Literacy. The library
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cess collection from Madurai city alone
would be about Rs. 60,000 per annum, by
no means an inconsiderable sum of money.
Every district would be yielding one to two
lakhs of rupees every year; and it must be
empowered to use half the amount for
Adult Education purposes.

The need for trained teaching personnel
was real and keenly felt everywhere. In
some districts the Adult Education Week
celebrasions had created such widespread
awakening that a considerable number of
Adult Literacy Centres were started and
being run by teachers who had not receiv-
ed training in methods of instructing
adults, and the result was that the adults
taught by such teachers took comparative-
ly much time to becowme literates. l.very
district should have, to start with, at least
one Adult Education Training Censre.
Local Bodies whicn could do much to
further Adult Education coul. depute tneir
own teacher employees for training in
Adult Literacy methods. The Madural
Municipal Council had alreaay got a dozen
persons g0 trained, six men and six women,
and was planning to depute s1x more men
and six more woinen.

(overnment were not helpful when
they limited the number of Adult Literacy
Centres for every district, whercasGovern-
ments in other countries, like Russia, had
introduced and successtully tried methods
of compulsion. Compulsion would work in
India also, at any rate if attempted in-
directly, that is, without requiring legisla-
tion and without prejudice to any of the
existing laws. The Madurai Municipal
Council desired to make an attempt at 1n-
direct compulsion ; it wanted to make it
obligatory ou the part of every one of its
1lliterate adult employee to attend a lite-
racy class and try to become literate with-
in a period of six months. bBut, such a
step was not favoured by the Municipal
Commissioner on the ground that it was
contrary so law. 1f only the Government
wanted, they could aaopt many ways of
encouraging adult literacy work. They
could reguire of avery 5.8,L.C. passed who
sought admission in colleges and entry
into Government service the qualification
of having made five illiterate adults lite-
rate. They could ask pensioners to take to
Adult Education work. 'The example of
men like ori V. Bhashyam Aiyangar,
retired High Court Judge, and Sri K, 3.

Ramaswami Sastriar, retired Distriocs
Judge, should inspire pensioners to take to
the national service of Adult Education.

Principal Mahadevan's Speech.

Sri P. Mahavevan, Principal, Madurai
College, declaring open the Adult Educa-
tion Kxhibition, of books and charts, said :
The Adult Education movement had to
fight its way not against the apathy of the
illiterate and ignorant adult, but against
the perversity of the educated critic who
sald money spent on Adult Education
could be better spent on [lementary Edu-
cation. National tradition and tempera-
ment in India had always been congenial
to Adult Education and Adult culture.
Time was in India when no man or woman
was uneducated, and literacy was not ub-
common- India’s temples enshrined her
dynamic and hoary cuiture. The scuip-
ture work and pictures found in the tem-
ples gave excellent education to the -
modern mind. Exhibitions served the
same purpose, It would be but meet for
the teachers ussembled in the conterence
to study the charts and books and other
materials in the Lxhibition so that they
could themselves produce books for which
there was such real and growing need.
Every established inhabitant of Madurai
knew the story of the figures and pictures
in the Meenakshi temple. Adult Educa-
tors were doing most tundamental work;
they should go ahead undiscouraged by
haddicaps. Ministers might come, and
Ministers might go. and Governments
might come aud Governments might go, but
Adult Education must go on and on for ever-

Mr. Rache-Victoria Opens the
Conference.

Received with an ovation, the Hon’ble
Mr. J. L. P. Koche-Victoria, General
Secretary of the South Indian Adult Edu-
cation .\ssociation, opened the Conference.
Madurai, he said, had played 1ts pars in
Adult Education history ; it was the venue,
eleven years ago, of the second Annual
Adult kducation Conference organised by
the South Indian Adult Education Associa-
tion, which was opened by Rajaji and which
was presided over by Sri K. Santanam.
Even in Madurai hallowed with traditions
of high culture, learning and scholarship,
only about 40 per ocent of its eight lakh
population were literate. In rural areas,
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the percentage of literacy was even very
muoch less, abous 15. The aim of the work-
ers assembled in the Conference and of
others interested in Adult KEducatiop

should theretore be to carry the torch auu
spread the light in rural areas where India
really lived.

The Adult Education Week of 1950 had
caused agreat awakening among the people:
the educated feeling their responsibility
and theilliterate being seized with an urge
to secure the key to knowledge. The
Second Adult Education Week had supplied
the pace to the movement, and consequent-
ly every District was feeling its responsi-
bility and wanted to stand on its own legs.
The funds collected during the two Weeks
were meant and alloited to work in the
districts. Success in district work would
depend largely on co-operation between the
Government officers and representatives of
the people. The Goverument contemplat-
ed Adult Education Council for every dis-
trict was calculated to bring about such
co-operation and to promote a sense of
self-help and self-reliance with a view to
achieving self-sufficiency. Self-sufficiency
in the maiter of tood production wag
being encouraged by the Goveroment as a
matter of policy through a system of prize-
awarding. Such a systern might be tried
also in regard to Adult Literacy effort.

Continuing Mr. Roche-Victoria said:

The South:lndian—the first HKegional—
Seminar on Adult Education held recently
in Adyar, Madras, was undoubtedly a greas
landmark in Adult Education activity in
South India. A Semiuar was different
from a Conference. People assembed in a
Conference made prepared speeches and
adopted drafs resolutions. No doubt they
met for some hours, discussed problems and
debated points, but really there was no ex-
change of ideas; they talked toand at each
other. On the contrary in a Seminar
which lasted for one or two or even more
weeks, workers lived together and thoughnt
together, as a commuulty, and evolved a
synthesis of thought and methods of
approach and techniques of action. A Con-
ference passed resolutions Whereas a Semil-
nar made recommendations. it was now
for the Adult Education workers, in a
planned manner and with State support, to
play their part and do their best in imple-
menting the Recommendations of the
Seminar.

Much of the work, in terms of the
Seminar Recommendations, would have to
be planned by each District for itself in
the light of its local conditions, needs and
requirements. The Education Department
gf the Government of Madras were conduot-
ing through the agenoy of the Local Bodies
a State-wide survey of the Adult Education
work being done with a view to finding out
how State money had been spentin the past,
and how best it could be spent in the future,
a‘nd with a view to devermining, in the
light of the data thus collected, a polioy
and programme of action for the future.
The South Indian Adult Education Associa-
tion was eonducting a supplementary
survey through its affiliated wings and its
net-work of committees. The Association
had come to the conclusion, after conside-
rable study and in the light of field work
experience, that the Community Centre
method was the best and most eifective
way of spreading Adult Social Education.

he movement was expanding and gaining
strength ; it called tor any number of
workers, and it held in store great opportu-

‘mties for rendering national service.

Dist;ict conferences of the kind they were
holding were meant to take stock, rally

workers, mobilise resources, and give the
call to action.

Presidential Address

In the absence of sri K. S. Ramaswami
Sastri, the President-chosen, hig address
was read out by Sri S. Airavatham, Publj-
city Secretary of the South Iladiau Adult
Education Association :

The Hon’ble Mr. J. L. p, Roohe-Victori
Sri N. M. R. Subbaraman, Sri J. K. R:rrx::
and friends :

It is a great honour to preside over the
Madura-Kamnad Aduijt Education Confe-
rence- Madgra, the foundation-centre of
the Tamil Sangam, is the cultura] heart
centre of Tamil Nad, and the success of
the Social Education scheme in Tamil

Nad will be agsured only if and when it
succeeds here.

' We find in the Japanese Code of Educa-
tlon a sentence which might well be the
appropriate motto for Adult Education
workers and enthusiasts. ‘' Hencetorth
education shall be so diffused that there
may not be a village with an iguoraut
family por & family with an ignorant
member.”’ But this great and urgent
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desideratum cannot be achieved w1_thox_1t
dynamic leadership and an enthusiastic
and patriotic band of workel_'s. l_u a recent
book, Adult Bducation, lt. is sta..ted
well: * Dynamic leadership is the prime

" requisite of Adult Education as of all great

movements.”’ This movement is bc_mnd to
succeed, and let us resolve that it shall
Sug‘?:dmovement would have rexx_xaiued in
the region of pious hopes and‘halt hearte’d
wishes but for the Madras (.rovernmen'ts
new drive in aocordnucq with the d?sve
initiated by the Central t:overnment. The
dream of Gokhale remained unfullfilled
despite his strong and continuous pleas for
free universal compulsory Elementary
Education. The efforts of Mr. Roche-
Vietoria (then Municipal Chairman,
Tuticorin, and President of the South
Indian Adult Education Associatioq) by
way of propaganda on behalf of Social
Education and his practical demonstration
of the successful working of his idea in tuti-
corin opened the eyes of the public of
Madras State to the importance and
urgency of the reform. India became
independent under the leadership of
Mahatma Gandhi, the fatber of the Indian
nation, by means of a spiritual technique
applied to social and economic and politi-
cal life in a manner, effective and explo-
sive, unknown heretofore in the aunals ot
history. Free India has fashioned for
herself a new constitution unparalleled in
the annals of history and has become a
tederal democratic Republic based on
liberty and equality and fraternity an'd
justice. Under Section 326 of the consti-
tution, she has gone in for Adult Frao-
chise—a step which it took Eurqpe
several centuries to take, Under dection
45, she bas directed that within ten years
free and compulsory education shall be
provided for all children uatil they com-
plete the age of fourteen years, Buf that
is the ideal. What is the fact? Owing to
the inadequacy of schools and teache:s, nog
even 50 per cent of the qhildren are in our
Elementary Schools. Time and tide wait
for no man, and hence the uneducaf.ed
children become soon illiterate adults. 'l.be
rising figure of tne Indian population
must also be remembered‘. B_Jve.au the
educated children will lapse into 1_lh_tera.cy
because of the bad example of the illiterate
adults at home. Hence the percentage of

literacy Will not rise guickly in India

unless illiteracy is attacked on both the
juvenile and the Adult fronts.

Thus the need for Adult literacy lead-
ing to Adult Education and culture or
Social Education or Fundamental Educa-
tion (as the Unesco calls it) is undeniable.
But it is not every one that can take to it.
It needs a knowledge of adult psychology
and a knowledge of the method and
rachnique of Adult KEducation. The illi-
terate adult is an overworked person and
when he comes to an Adult Literacy Centre
after 7 p.m. he comes as a tired person.
He is likely to be shy and timid and suffer
from an inferiority complex. The Adult
KEducation teachers must have considerable
tact and courtesy when he proceeds to
handle such a person. The Adult Literacy
Centre must really_be a social and cultural
community centre and make the illiterate
adult feel perfectly at home there. ‘

the Government of Madras have been
fully conscious of these aspects and have
not only set apart funds for the spread and
development of Aduls Kducation but have
been training Adult Education teachers in
adult psychology and Adult Eduocation
methods. They have purchased vans to
show educative films and spread better
social and economic and political ideas and
do propaganda for literacy. They have
also placed a Library Act on the statute
book and are proposing to establish suitable
libraries to spread useful knowledge and
thus prevent future lapses into illiteracy.
by levying a library cess and by State
grants. Kven here there is a snag as there
is a dearth of suitable literature for adulis
made literate, which will prevent their
lapse into illiteracy.

Thus the Government are keen about
the total eradication of illiteracy in our
State within a period of ten years. The
Hon'ble Sri K. Madhava Menon is a man of
vision and idealism combined with
a factual and realistic sense and is resolved
to help this movement. So for as | am able
to understand the temper of the people in
the course of my wanderings up and down
Tamil Nad as the Honorary Organiser of
Adult Kduoation, I feel sure that they are
very eager to acguire literacy and get
modern knowledge to increase production
and maximise culture and bring more
happiness into their lives which are so tull
of dirt and squalor and ignorance and
disease and misery today. But, in spite of
such favourable features, there are snags
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somewhere which preventa consummation
so devoutly wished by the DState as well as
by the people. I wish that this Conference
finds out those snags and removes them
altogether.

The first spag is a want of dynamic
leadership. Without it there will not be
efficiency in eifort and there will be
wastage and slackness and inefficiency. In
each district there should be a unity of
direction. From my experience | am of
opinion that unless the Collector of each
district is at the head of the Adult Educa-
tion Council or committee of the district,
things will not moveswittly and effectively.
In South Arcot District, Mr. H. 3. Paul,
theCollector, takes akeen interestin Adult
l.ducation, and hence the District leads to-
day in Adult Kducation activities: There
is some difference of opinion about the
intermediate agencies. Some stand for
Divisional and Taluk and Firka Connecils
or committees, and others suggest the use
of Panochayat Boards. There 1s no need to
multiply agencies since that will lead to
clogging of work. [ think that an Adult
Education Committee of each Municipal
Council in Muntcipal areas and an Adult
Education Committee of each Panchayat
Board in rural areas will do the work well
and make a report to the District Counoil.
In each village there can be a local com-
mittee to look after tne Adult Literacy
Contre and persuade the illiterate adults
to benefit by the Centre.

The second snagis that the (Government
Departments which are concerned with
Adult Education work do not act with co-
ordination and harmony. We have Prohibi-
tion officerss Co-operative Department
Officials, Firka Development Officials,
Labour and Harijan Weltare Department
officials and others in addition to the
Education Department officials and the
Revenue Department officials. All these
are touring the District, and could have an
eye on the Adult Eduqation_movemem_
They can make a report from time to time
to the UIresident of the District Adult
Education council for effectuating the
co-ordination and upward trend of‘all Adult
Education activities in tne District.

The third snay 15 that now the Adult
Literacy work is done almost exclusively
bv Elementary Schoot teachers. They are
a good agency and are familiar witn the
imparting of literacy to children. But

_having regzard to the enormous mass of
illiteracy in the land, they alone will not be
able to bring about a quick eradication of
literacy. Thne college students must give
a helping hand during vacations and the
State should subsidise such work. At one
time I thought that there should be in-
tellectual conscription in respect of such
agency and the college students should
be given their degrees only after they had
made a certain number of 1lliterate per-
sons literate. Incidentally such a course
of action will give them some intimate
knowledgu ol mass life in our poverty-
stricken country and quicken their imagi-
nation and sympathy by being n touch
wn;h the common man instead of merely
living in ivory towers. But I now feel
that conscription and compulsion are not
necessary and that 1t is enough to say that
such work will nave marks assigned to I,
for distinction in the examination or will
be taken into consideration for entry
into the public services.

Further I feel, out of my intimate and
abundant experience, that it is not neces-
sary to spend large sums inrunning Adult
Literacy Training Centres. lhe Govern-
ment have already trained thousands of
blementaty School teachets in the theory
and practice of Adult Education, and thou-
sa.nds_ more are Lo be trained in the course
of L991—1352. It is enough to give such
Lraining for a few days in the course of
giving Higher [Kiementary Wducation
training a_nd Secondary kducation train-
iig. As for students, a week’s course of
training in adult psychology and methods
would be quite enough, and it could be
given by their College Professors. | find
that in the ¢xisting Training Centres
much time is spent In preparing charts
and learning Adult Kducation slogan songs
Printed charts could well be used instead
of wasting time in preparing charts with
the hand. SIX weeks training is being
given now, The trainces heartily dislike
both the duration and the details, They
feel atso that the stipend of Rs. 22-8-¢ per
mensem is not enough for comfortable
living. 1 wish that the Government look
into this matter and set it right.

But the main snag is, in my opinion
the low pay now given tv the Adult b’duca:
tion teacher: he is now given Rs. 8 ag pay
and Ks. 4 as ailowance for lighting ete., if

he is trained, and Rs. 5 as pay and Rs. 3 as
allowance if he is untrained. One fails to
see how the allowance meant to meet ex-
penses can differ as between tralqed
teachers and untrained teachers. I wish
to state further that the pay 18 very in-
adequate The Madras City Corporation
pays Rs. 20 per mensem 8s salary tod its
Elementaty School teachers engage in
Adult FEducation work. The last pro-
vineial Adult Education Copference hgld
at Tanjore passed a resolution rquestmg
the Government of Madras to raise the
present rate by at least 509 to stﬂart with.
[ suggest that the {\dult bduc‘atlf)r{
teachers should be paid .Rs. 1.5 as pazi
and Rs 5 as allowance if trained, ani
Rs. 10 as pay and Rs. § as allowance 1d
untrained. Under the scheme out}lqe
above by me, Adult Edu-ation trammg.
would be a portion of the ngheqr Eletgen
tary Education training. and Secon a!jl%
Kducation training, and hence there wi
be no need for spending large sums or‘l
stafl and stipends and equupmgnt fozj a
special and additional Adult Education
training. The sums released by flagging
that mode of expenditure should be utilis.
ed for giving a hizher pay to Adult
Literacy teachers In fact, adequate pay
to them must be a first charge upon the
funds earmarked for ejxpendlture for the
spread of Advult Education

sefore I conclude [ wish to refer to the
new and recent and significant advance
made by the State in India in the cause of
Adult Education. It has prought about
the existence of three Adult Education
Seminars, the latest being the ﬁrst'SOdt‘h
Indian Seminar on adult Fducation 1n
Advar, Madras, in April last undeg thﬁ
auénices of, and orgapised by,.th.e bou_th
Indian Adult Education Association wit
the approval and patronage ofthe Govern-
ment of India Earlier vet 1n FeQruary
1951 a camp for training in Social hduca.‘
tion was conducted for (Jo‘llesze lecture_:t:b
who were expected in th‘e|r.turn to give
a short term training1n §oc131 Educat!or}
psychology and method for the benefit o

their students was run.

sish. in conclusion, to give for ghe
re;e\TI:?)};;mce of all Adult Education
workers the following excellent zfnd prac-
tical advice given LY the Hgn ble Mr.
Roche.Victoria in his Presidential Address
to the Fourth South Indian Adult Educa.
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tion Conference held in Adyar, Madras, on
29th April 1944:

« Finally [ appeal to you to remember
that this is a national movement,
No partv label should stand in the
way of our joining hands to achieve
our object. On the comman plat-
form of Adult Education, we must
forget our political bickerings, we
must forget the horrors of war, we
must forget the humiliation heaped
on our Mother India by an alien
Government. We must unite to
fight the demon of illiteracy a
more dangerous enemy.”’

Let us always remember that the Four
Basic Freedoms of Man, freedom of speech,
freedom of worship, freedom from want
and freedom from want and freedom from
fear, can never be achieved without the
basic and fundamental freedom, namely,
Freedom from [gnorance.

Subject Committee meeting

The entire Conference converted itself
into the Subject Committee and met in the
afternoon. A free and frank and full
discussion took place. and every Delegate
who had any thing to say was asked to
speak. Every aspect of the Adult Educa-
tion problem was examined and analysed,

The general feeling was that unless
compulsion was introduced, Adult Educa-
tion, could not make headway: workers
were available, willing and ready to
shoulder responsibility and even the
Government might be constrained to spend
enough money, and yeot the adults might
not come to learn and attend Literacy
Centres regularly.

The idea of compulsion sounded well
no doubt, said a worker, and added: com-
pulsion could not be enforced; the
machinery for enforcement would have to
be large and entail enormous expenditure,
and prosecution of derelicts would have to
be thought of on a fabulous scale, which
was simply impossible. But there were
ways open to the State as the biggest em-
plover to see that illiterate employees
wnade themselves literate within a specified
period and fundamental literacy was
insisted upon as the requsite qualification
for those who sought employment. The
example set by the State would be followed
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in quasi. Government and private esta-
blishments and thus before long an
atmosphere for Adult Education would be
created and the movement would gain
momentum.

Some of the resolutions to be adopted
by the Conference were then drafted in the
light of the discussion.

The Subjects Committee met again in the
forenoon of the second Conference day to
discuss and decide issues left over, Sri
K. 8. Ramaswamy Sastri (who had come
in the morning) presiding, and more
Resolutions were drafted.

Second Day’s Proceedings

The Conference resumed plenary session
in the afternoon of the second day, Sri
K.S. Ramaswamy Sastri presiding. Mr.
J.L.P. Rocke-Victoria and Sri T. K. Rama
were present.

The President, at the outset, announcing
the procedure it would be expedient to
follow. said: None of the Resolutions
drafted by the Subjects Committee was
controversial ; and, although for the sake
of clarity they were presented as inde-
pendent propositions. they were closely
inter-related. Therefore those Delegates
who wanted to speak might do so on any
one or more of the Resolutions, and at the
end of the general debate, the Resolutions
might be put from the Chair and carried.

The President’s suggestion was accepted.

Sri. P. S. Subbian of Pollachi, who spoke
first, said that the Adult Literacy move-
ment was being run practically by the
teachers, but what they were doing out of
sheer zeal for the cause, notwithstanding
many discouragements and handicaps, had
not touched even the fringe of the problem
which called for revolutionary all-com-
munity action Compulsion by law might
not be feasible,but there were ways open
to the Government and others whe wielded
power. whereby pressure could be exerted
without causing revulsion. For instance
in Valaparai, Anamailai Hills, listate mana.
vers could help wipe out illiteraoy from
among the workers within a short poriod
of time. Work in right earnest had not
yet begun. The Tanjore Conference Re-
solutions rem-ined unimplemented. The
sase of the teachers for increased
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_allowance was not heeded. The Inspect-
ing officers of the (overnment waere
insisting on full compliance with ruleg
relating to attendace and ayllabas, and

thereby handicapping progress and creat-

ing tl}e general infortunate impression that
.the liovernment were, if not hostile, un.
interested in Adult Literacy.

Sri Deivasigamoney, a teacher trained
in Adult Literacy methods, and runniag
an Aduolt Literacy Centre corroborating
the observations of the Previous speaker,
recalled a funny incident. A Deputy
Inspector of Schools while on a visit to
an Adult Literary Centre asked the teacher
to lend his back as an improvised table for
writing the Inspection remarks. Adult
Literacy Centres. which were very much
unlike FElementary Schools, required a
different type of inspecting officers.

Sri Harikrishnan of Rajaji Adult Litera-
cy School, Kamaya Koundan Pattv, said
that the Adult Education movement should
be planned and conducted as the Congress
fight for Independence was waged.

Mr. George Joseph of Harveypatti said
among the workers there was a feeling
that literacy was not going to help them
earn more and hence not quite necessary.
Such a feeling should be knooked in the
head by producing adult literates whe
through literacy, acquired betser habita;
and got over superstitions. Adylt Education
should aim at inculcating a sense of disei-
pline and a desire to cultivate and majn-
tain good character.

Sri  Subbiah Sundararaj of
referred to the difficulty experie: ced in
the matter of obtaining recognition for an
Adult Literacy Centreand appealed for the
needful action to remove the difficulty.

© Mr. James, Superviser, Madurai Muni-
cipal Schpqls. said that teachers who had
some training in Adylg Psychology were
able to secure from adylt learners more
‘.regular. attendance and hence achieve
Adult literacy quickly and create in the

new adult literatey o burning thirst for
knowledge.

Sri M. .S- Appu Rao, of Pankajam Free
Aqult Literacy Centre, Bodinayakanur
said that the Adult Education cause, whioh'
commanded the people’s support, was not
receiving enough impetus from the side of
the Government and others who were in a
position to lend a helping hand.

\Madurai

Sri T. J. R. Gopal's Speech.

Sri T J.R. Gopal, Organising Secretary,
the South [ndian Adult * ducation 4ssocia-
tion, said that the Adnit ¥ducation
movement had made some progress during
the past twelve years, mainly on account
of the steady work done by the Associa-
tion on the propaganda front. It was ap
uphill task that the Association had been
essaying. that of converting the educated
rather than that of breaking the apathy of
the uneducated and the illiterate adults.
What could be done for Adult Education,
the educated people thought ten vears ago,
when the omnibus question of political
independence and economic freedom
remained unsolved > The attitude of the
educated people towar.is Adult Kdueation
had not undergone any appreciable change
even after political independence had been
achieved : they were now caving that the
economic problem shou'd be tackled first
and the standard of life ruised: that Fle-
mentary  .dueation shoali receive prior
treatment and if pushe d throurh vigorously,
there would come a time. not too distant,
wheun there would be no need at all for
Adult Kducation ; and that Adult Literacy
might wait sincean adultilliterate was not
necessarily uneducated aud he had enough
knowledge of the world and o: current
affairs as well as abundant ecommonsense to
be ahle to take care o! himseif and wage
hisbattle ot life successiully. Some others
had gone to *he extent of saving that Adult
Education was wastefu] effort and all the
money weant forit could be better spent
on Elementary Education.

Continuing Sri Gopal said: It was easy
to rouse and wake up a person who was
really aslcep, but not one who was preten-
ding to sleep. It was easy tq carry convic-
tion to the simple. unsophisticated and
unlettered people who did not know what
it was to be crafty, but it was difficult to
argue with the so-called educated people
who were opinionated and determined
not to change their view and who indeed
thought, footishly though, that it was
strength to stick to an opinion until
Doomsday. The main work of the South
Indian Adult Education Association was to
deal with such specimens of perversity.
There was only one way of dealing with
them since they could neither be ignored
nor swept out of the path of progress, and
that was to confront them with a formida-
ble demand from the people, to which they

4
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must submit. Then, they would turn coat.
The so-called intellectuals had been saying
that Swaraj was moonshine and Mahatma
Gandhi was a man from the moon. Swaraj
did come, and the very scoffers are today
burning camphor and incense before
Mahatma (3andhi’s portraits. They, the
wiseacres, had been saving that Prohibi.
tion was impossible and, if enforced, would
lead to administrative collapse. Prohibi-
tion was being enforced successfully, and
yet there was no fear of the Government
coming to standstill. Prohibition had to be
enforced—no Congress Government could
have evaded the responsibility becauge it
was a demand made by the very soul of
the people, a prayer from the heart of
every woman who was a victim of the drink
habit to which her husband was an almost
incurable addict {cheers.)

Sach 2 demand from the people should be
ereated for Adu't Education That wag the
work that the Association had been doing,
and must continue to do for many years
to come. Its work should not be judged by
concrete results. It was absurd to ask if
the work of the Association had reduced
the volume of adult illiteracy and yet some
even responsible people were putting such
and similar questions. The Association
had made the Government think and act.
That was an achievement of which any
organisation might feel proud The Aggo-
ciation had initiated the Adalt Education
Week, and enlisted the Government’s
co-operation. The circulars addressed by
the Government to the District Collectors
and other Government officers requesting
them to make a success of the Week and
to help start Adult Education Centres with
the collections of money made during the
Week had yielded a rich crop of Commit-
tees and Centres humming with activity
and spreading the message far and wide.
In the Fouth Arcot District alone more
than seven hundred Adult Literacy Cen-
tres were working effectively. The Asso-
ciation had also held a Seminar on Adult
Education. The Seminar had evolved
excellent methods of approach and techni.
qgues of teaching which, on being imple-
mented, would give the movement the
cohesion and consolidation so necessary.
The supreme need of the hour was for the
State to cease cogitating and start acting ;
and it was for the Adult Education workers
to get the State to act Propaganda was
their work, which had yielded good results



614 ADULT EDUCATION REVIEW

in the past and which was bound to yield
effpctive results also in the fature. The
outloox and prospects for Adnlt Education
were indeed very brizht ‘cheers)

The Hon’ble \Mr. J.I,.P. Roche-Victoria
who followed =ri iopal said: The drama
enacted the previcus night by a band of
enthusiastic teachers themselves, depict-
ing the difficuities that Adalt illiterates
were facing in rheir dav-to day stenguole for
existence,only emphasised thecomparative
need for Adult Education work in rural
areas. Even inreward to feod, Adult Kda-
cation would show the war to the villager
to meet the 10 per cent deficit. ANdult
Education was ireant to heip people firht
their battle of lire in alt sphere-; to
produce niore on the economic front and to
exercise the franchise wizely on the
political frout. Since Adult ¥ducation was
not to be coufined ‘o achieving mere
literacv, and had long since come to denote
a wide range of Social Vdocation, what was
called the Cemmunity {'ent-e methol wags
considered the mo-t efective means to the
end. What was reallv most important was
to see thar literates did not relapse into
illiteracy whicn, i allowed as in the past,
would lead to demoralisation and waste.
Women literates couri to 1tieh to prevent
such wasie, aud it was encourazing to find
that they were coming to piav tieir due
role. Every fiisi-iev shod a'm an soif-
sufficiency, and stard on its own less.
Madural DDistrict was in a p siticn to vive
a leal and set an exawm,le to ncher
Districts. Madurai  had  bieen in the
vanguard of pational procreea. fron the
Tamil -angam davs, av i played a mavnifi-
centpartinindia’sfigiitisr ndependence

Sri. . 9 amaswamy Sastri, in his con-
cluding =neech, satd: Poue Adult tducation

mo7en.e st brd aerived no mean advin e

|
i

from to.z fser 6 ore of 43 deaders vy in
the ‘s ras Cabiner. Tue
ment were having s, 12 fakhs ear juarked
for an Adult Literacy Drive. Vuch wou}d
depeni on that noney Loing spuat ijh.
Mr Hoche-Viitoria wunid o d'o_ubt give
proper advice in the matter. M'luak:‘hrl,
the presiding deity of Madurai, would
bless the mavement wiich was one of

\

Yoadras Govero.

regeneration. )
i Resolutions.
The following resolutions were then put

from the ( nair, oue by one, and adopted

without dissent:

5 1. That the resolutinns passed at the
Provineial Adult Education Conference
held g Tanjore in July 1950 be re.adopted
at this Conference.

2. That the Officers of the L¢venue, the
‘0-operative, the Hural Weltare and the
Prohibition Deparitments be instrueted by
the Government to visit Adult Literacy
Centres it the course of their Departmen.
tal tours and help the development of
Adult Education effort in the State.

3 That Government be pleased to take
suitable steps to see that in all cinemas
the value of Aduit Education is demons-
trated by the projection of appropriate edu-
cation films.

4. That in each District an tionorary
Adult Education Organicer with reasona-
ble fratelling allowance be appointed by
the Goverrmeut to work in co-operation
with variousiovernivent epartments and
push forwzard Adult Educzvion effort in the
Districst.

5. Thatineach District,District, Taluk,
Firka at:d Villare Adult Education Com-
mitteeste farmwed to [dan an: expand
Adule Edueatior a Hvity and report from
tince to thine teo a2ork wirned ont, to the
South Indian Acuit Eucation Association
and the tovernment of Madras.

i. That travellivg allowanee be given
to Adult Kduration teachers deputed to
attend Adult Educstien Conferences and
Acult Eluecation Yeminars and that the
period of rieir attendance at such Confer-
ences and Scminars be troated as duty.

7. That in the cate of recruitment to
inferior services. a littracy certificate be
made compulsory .

s That o maintenance grant of 1o rer
coat, suclh 48 pas been allowed to the
Movavoments of Alded Elementary Schools,
by gven 10 the Maunagements of Ajded
Adult Literacy Schools.

9. ‘that asasa first ste, in furtherance
of Aduit Litoraey, Government insist on
onty literates being employed by all esta-
bli-hments, and firtas that take out licen-
ses and authority from the (Government
and in the case of those illiterates who are
alveady in employment a time l.mit be
fixed for them to become literate and that
Government themselves take and give the
jead in respect of their own emnployees.

10. This Conferepce requests theo
Government to mak: provision ‘iu the
Higher gradé and secondary Traimng
Courses also for traininz in Aduit Educa-
tion methads in plice of tue present s.s-
tem of a 45 da«s cowrge of tra ning and
that pending this permanen: 2ITESNENL,
training for teachers of Acult Literacy
Schools be shortened to a period of two
weeks.

11. This Coanierence  reguests  the
Government to increase the pav a:xd con-
tingency allowance of Aault Liieracy
Sehool teachers to Rs. 2 and kiso 9 per
mensem in the case of the tra ned and
Rs. 15 and Re<. % per mensem in the case of
the untrained.

12, Resolved that in c¢very District a
teacher trainel in  Adujt  Fducation
methods be appointed as supervisor to per-
mit and recognise \dut  ateracy Schools
and disburse to the sune the pern:ssivle
grants-

13. That the fsovernment Le reguested
to encourave and roccgnise Lo iovern-
mental T'raining Schools to traiu teachers
for Adult tducation work and that
College Lecturers ant1others with prescrib-
ed quaiificaiions wiio are trained in Adalt
Eduecation nethoags be permitied <o teach
in such Training Sencols.

14. This Coun‘erence  requests the
GGovernment of siatras to =t necessary
legislation passed fuor giving an im;etus to
the Aduit Social Education efort mainly
through the agency of the Local Bodies
assigning at least 50 per cent of the pro-
ceeds ol the vess collected in their respec-
tive areas under the Libraries Act, pending
a permanent and more flexible provision,
and by forming in each Districy a represen-
tative Council wirn powers and tuuctions
calculated to achieve self-sufficiency
within a short pertod.

15. Thata Committee be formed to meet
the Hon'ble Education Minister, and
present to him the Kesolutions adojted at
this Conference and rcquest him to take
effective action on the same, and that the
Committee consist of the following :

Sri K.S. namaswami Sastri, President,
South Indian Adguit Educaticn Associa-
tion, Madras.

Sri T. K. Rama, Chairman Municipal
Council, Madurai.
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Sri L T. Muthuram, Secretary, Central
Adult lducation Committee, Madurai
Citv.

Sri T R. "arhavan, Honorarv District
Orgamser for Maaarai, Soith Indian Adult
Tiucation Aseociat on, Madras. .

Srio S Ajravathain, Puablicity Secre-
tory. Soath Inaian Aduls Kducation Asso-
ciation, Madras.

Sri T.J. R. Gopal, Provincial Organis-
ing Necretary, South Indian Adult duca-
tion Assocrat: n.

Sri P.5, Subbian,  Joint  Secretary
Coimbatore Disirict Adult Education
Comm:'tes.

Sri A, Ayyganar, Jouth Indian Adult
Edu - ation Association Committee Member
teriy akulam.

Sei Gl Dyraisami, Adult Education
Teacher, Harveypatty 5 and

~ri . Sundararajan, Municipal Coun-
cillor, Perivakalam.

List of Delegates.

The following Deiegates attended the
Conference :—.

1. Srimathi Saraswathi Manickavasam,
Adult tuducation Teacher Jor Women,
Chohkikuiam Municipa: seaool, Madurai.

2. Miss Munisamy Guruvamma,
Leact-r of the above scehool.

3. Sri R w. Muoukka.ya, aniam, Head-
master, 3oard Boys’ Schuol, Chintamaui.

4. ®r1 i, Sankaranar.yasan, Head-
master, Anupanady Boys behoul, Madurai,

5. »rimathi R, Manickan, Aduit Edu.
cation Teuscner, Tatlacuiam siunicipal
School, Madurai.

6. Sri George :/ddy, Headmaster, Ara-
palayam Municipal Boys’ Scitoul, Madurai.

7. 3ri K. Natarajan, Aduit ivducation
Teacher, Municipal Boys School, New Jail
Road, Madurai.

8 Sri M. S. Vasan, Teacher, Training
School, Pasumalat.

Y. Sri . Thangavelu Pillai, Head-
master, Municipal cchool, Madurai.

10, Srimathi L. K. Kuttiammal, Eigth.
Ward Acult School, Karaikudi.

11. Sri J. Paulraj, Adult Education
Worker, Ellayiram. Pannai, Sathur,

12, >ri M. Guruswamy, ‘
tion Worker, Ellavirem ba

C
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13. Sri G. Daivanavagam, Teacher,
Municipal Adult School, Karaikudi,

14. SriS. Ramalingam Chettiar, Presi-
dent, Aduit Iducativn Committee, Karai-
kudi.

15. Sri K. M. R. Muthu, District Board
Member, Kalianthri.

16. Sri K. Muthurkaruppan, Head.
master, Shenoynagar School, Madurai.

17. SriT. S, subbiah Sundararaj. Adult
Education Teacher, Madhichiyam School,
Madurai.

18. Sri K, P.S. V. Prakasam, Manager
Balakurukula Vidyalaya, Virudhunagar. '

19. Sri V. Kandasamy. Teacher., Bal:.
gurukula Vidvalaya, Virudhunagar,

20. Sri M. Ramiah, Teacher, Board
School, Athipatti. _

21, Sri M. R. Rm. Seshaier, Member,
Aduit Literacy Committee, Palni

22. Sri K. M. Veerasamy Pillai, Head-
master, Jouth Gate, Municipal School
Madurai. ’

23. SriV.Arunachalam, Teacher, Saras-
wathi Aided Higher Elementary School,
Madurai.

24, Sri K. N. Kuppusami Aiyvar, Mana-
ger of the above School,

25. Sri K. Subramania Kone, Adult
Education Worker, Avaniapuram.

26. Sri M, Ibrahim Khan, Teacher,
South Gate Muslim Munigipal School,
Madurai.

27, A. R. Ramalingaier, Teacher,
Lakshmipuram Municipal School, Madurai,

28. Sri J. Charles, Training School,
Pasumalai.

29. SriG. A. Chelliah, I'eacher, Munici-
pal Mill School, Ponnagaram.

30. Sri M. 5, Appurae, Adult Education
Worker, Bodinavakanur.

31. SriP.Marimuthu, Seeretary, Village
Congrees Committee, Palamedu.

32. SriP.S.kandaswamy, Adalt Educa-
tion Worker, Palamedu.

33. Sri k. 3. Seeniappan, Adult Educa-
iion Worker and Teacher, Board Boys’
School, Tiruparankunram.

34, Sri . J. Duraisami, Adult Kduca-
tion Teacher, M.L.U. School,Harveypatti.

85. Sri M. Subbian, Adult Education
Teacher, Municipal Mill School, Madurai:

36. Sri R, I Avunachziam, Adult t.du-
cation Worker, Avaniapuram, Madurai.

37. Sri T S. Venkatachalam Aiyar,
Adult Education Teacher, Sourashtra High
School,

EE AN AN

38, Sri S.VI\. Kuppusami, B.a, 17T..
Headlna_s'tcr.huurashtraScmndan‘y Scehool,
Madurai.

9. Sri P, Harihara Alvar, B.A, L.T.
Headmaster, Sourashtra High  Xchool,
Madurai,

40, ;\ri (‘.‘S. Rajaram Aivar, Teacher,
houras.’x‘tm decondary School, Madurai.
Fd“- Srimathi - AL GQuruvamma,  adult
) m‘at‘mn le'('w:;er, N.M S AMuthulakshmi,
AdLlut h(‘-h.uol tor Women, Madural.

C4.Z.. Sri P A.  Ramasami Chettivar,

,.h<}1rn1a11,.\1uxxmpal(\)unvil‘ Perivakuiam.

A N » ~ - .
\143" Sri l‘\. Sundararajan,  Councillor,
i umcu\»a.l (,_ouncn, Perivakulam,
’<44 Sri K R Nammalvar, Adult Educa.
tion Worker, Madurai.

45. Sri I, George,

4b.  Mrs. B S, Chellappa.

‘ 7. Mrs. R ). Arunachalam, pepre-
sial\tc}txx'es of Adult Literacy <chooi \Willig'
F. Plerv‘t}c_e Hospital, Madurai. ‘

4%, Sri Deivairakamn.

49, SriShankaran, Teacher, Pasumalai.
. 50 . bl‘l‘ S, P Daivasigamani, Teacher,

raining School, Pasumalai.

- o o
.ol.’ Sri T, I-Iaqur‘lslmun‘ Adult Fduca-
tvum> Teacher, Hu];z_n Ault Nehool, Kama-
vakavundan Patti, Perivakulam Taluk.

52. Sri Kbenezo Ve T

; y ‘2 damuel,  Teache
Adult Schoot, Chellyr. ‘ B

53.  Sri A', Thanuamuthu, Teacher
Colony Adult School, Madurar, '

54. Sri Sundaram Subhi. T
5l . N iah, Teacher
Thivavapudiyar A dult School, Madurai,

= Al N A 1 N -

Hh. Sri 8. 8. Cl}ukmmmh konar, Secre.
tarv, Co.operative Society, Pottappa-
naiyur. )

“ Woes of an Hliterate

A drama way enacted in the evenine on
the {_irst Cm}fereynce day by Sri P.3. }\'ahnda-
sami and Sri Ny, 8. Mani assisted b
other 'Adult Education trainedkeachor{;
dep}ctlng §h§> Progress of a rustic iliiterate
durmg a visit to Madyrai city, every iuci-
dent 1ndlcaf-l.llE the handicap that illkiteracy
13. The audience wasg kept rollicking with
laughter. Mr Koche-Victoria, who wag
present throughout, paid a tribute to t:e
actors and commended the educative valye

and the naturalness of the
N 3t0ry exce
slightly overwrought incident of ept the

. a valua-
h]gfdo?utrlr:ent being: used by the i]liter:te
wife o € rustic ¢ i i

wife o lit fire for cooking
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Visit to Suburban Centres.
The Hon ole Mr.J. L. P. toche-Victor a

J N
accompanied by Sri [ K Rama. dri T.J.l\f,
Gopal,and others visiteilin tne afternoon o
the first Conference aay the sdfwgqtamed
workers colony at llarvey patby which has
an Adult Education school and all the
attributes of an ideal Commun:ty Centre.

Ip the forenoon of the seco_nd (onIeI:enCe
day the party visited two villages. 1'otta-
panayur amd Patanedu:

New Centre Opened.

At Pottapanavur Mr. Roche-Victoria
opened an Adult Literacy Centre, Sri L..M.
Gopalakrishna Konar ot f\ladurax presiding
over the function which began with

prayer. -

Hoisting the National Flag. Sri V. A.Ia-
gappan, B.A.. BL-. Sgcrg:ar5’.‘ Madu‘ra.l_-
Ramanathapuram [district Lo-gperanve
Bank, Ltd., said even t'he eratwhile oppo-
nents had come to realise the urgency of
Adult Kducerion now that they were all on
the eve of the worid's first and vl‘arge.st ex-
periment in aduit I‘ranchls.e- .Ine A\fazlho-
pal Iflg sywmbolised the aspirations 0 le
nation whicn could be ‘realxsed only
through mass Adult t.ducation: \

In bis speech as Chairman Sti k. M.
Kopalakrisnna Konar said education wkz:s
real wealth and an end in 1t>:,clt, not t e
means to the enda of entering serV)cei
Kducation alone opened mans menta
vision to deeper realities. )

Addresses were presented to Mr. i_‘»os‘,he'
Victoria by =ri>. Seliam and by Sri U I',.
Ramasamy, Municipal (,ounculor.:.\lgdqrax,
on benalf ot tite Coroperative Credit Soclety
of the village. .

Sri M. G. Padmanabna .\1}ud;aligr.‘ D{alpuity
Registrar of Cuuperative bocletle(‘:a Mac u-’
rai, said proper management of € o'—oper&f
tive Societies was all cxce‘llent plecé) 0,
Adult tducation. [he Conunon ood
Fund of the Societies could not be put to
better use than on spreading lxtgpacy‘ Va.n\d
Social kducation among adults. The I)(;=~
trict Co-aperative Bank also could render
much aid to Aduit hducation. .

Sri T. K. Hawa. Chairman. Madurai
Municipal Councii sald wne agncul‘gunsn:
the tiller of the soil. needed Aa}x‘lt Educa
tion more than anybody else. The publi-
cationg of the Agricultural Department

contained a store of practical knowledge
meant for the agriculturist. How could
he avail himself of such knowledge.
of the Jatest scientific methods, unless he
was a literate? Adult Kducation was the
siie qua non of progress in every sphere of
life of the individual, the family, the
village community, and the nation as a
w hole.

Declaring the Adult Literacy Centre
open, Mr. Koche-Victoria said Adult Edu-
cation did not mean promotion of literacy
alone.: its aim was togive theadult know-
ledge wherethrough he could improve his
conditions of life, take to agriculture and
cottage industries. Hkvery pistrict should
have a propaganda van to spread usetul
knowledge, and quicken activity in view of
the coming general election, the first in free
India and based on adult franchise,to ena-
ble the people to choose reai representa-
tives who would work !or the general
welfare. Sri Padmanavha Mudaliar rightly
said that Co-operative Soecieties could do
much to further Adult Education. Every
Department of Goverument was in a posi-
tion to follow suit, and ought to. Women,
too, had an effective role to play in the
making of a New India. The Centre open-
ed in Pottapanayur had a great future if
the villagers made it a poiut to attend it
regularly.

Sri T. . Raghavan proposed a vote of
thanks.

A group photo was taken.

Centre opened at Palamedu.

The party, after a brief rest at the
Travellers Bangalow, Madurai, motored to
Palamedu. On the way, at Alaganallur,
Mr. Roche-Victoria, Sri T. K. Kama and
Sri T. K. Raghavan were garlanded.

A large number of people had gathered
in the decorated pandal near the Adult
Literacy Centre, Palamedu, Congressmen,
Socialists and members of Dravida
Kazhagam making common cause of Adult
Education, and received the party cordially.
Sri T. K. Rama presided. National songs
were sung by SriSundaram and Sri Ratnam;
and the National Flag was unfurled by Sri
K. Veerabadran, s.a., a Harijan worker.
Addresses were presented to Mr. Roche-
Victoria on behalf of various villages. He
and S5ri T. K. Rama had to bow to conti-
nuous garlanding for about fifteen minutes
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Replying to the addresses ard declaring
the Adult L teracy Ceatre open, Mr oche
Victoria said: It was remarkable that
people had assembled in largze numbers
despite the scorching sun. It was casy to
got a dispensary opened since the people
were willing to provide a suitable place ior
the purpose. He had nodoubt the Sathivar
anicut projsct would soon be completed
and help people to produce more focd.
There would be no difficuity in raising the
local Board Higher Elementary Schaoul to
the status of a High School. Since every
adu't had been given the right to vote, it
was incumbent on hin to pick up literacy
quickly. Only if elders were educated and
literate, they could look after the educa-
tion of the young ones. Adult Kducation
was a non-party. a non sectarian and a
non-communal objective, a respounsibility
which it behoved every citizen to feel and
shoulder. The adults of Palamedu should
avail themselves of the Adult Literacy
centre, as well as the services of Sri
Kandaswamy who had playved an excellent
role in the draina enacted the previous
evening depicting the woes of an illite-
rate.

Mr. 2. P. Deivasigamonv, teacher. Train-
ping School, Pasumslai, and >ri . Maru
daysa,Municipal Counciilor, Madurai, spoke
on the importance of Adult Education.

In his euncluding speech as chairman of
the function Sti T. k. Rawa expiained tow
Ajult Education could and did beip im-
prove the productivity of the soil. Fala-
medu was famous for its well grown drum-
gticks and tomotos, and it weould achieve
still greater reputation if, through Adult
Education. it learnt io practise scientifiz
agriculiure.

Sri Marimuthu proposed a vote of thanks.

On Monday, 3u-1-'31, 1. J. R. Gopal and
Sri 3. Airavathum addressed a niceting
of the trainees of tue FPasumalai Training
~chool, Sti 3. I'. Deivasigamony, teacher,
presiding.

Sri Airavatham said in many instauces
it appeared Adulu Education was needed
more  for  the so-called  educated
than for tho so-called _une@ucated .
police Otficer, iu the habic of addressing
bus drivers as you iatot Le—- IFYPES ncled-
ed some coucse in good manuners. and that
was Adult Education. A District kduca-
tional Otficer wno complained that atten-
dance at Adult Literacy Jentres was
unsasisfactory even when people were

sware he was camping nearby did not
possess the psychology necessary for Adult
Ed_ucatiun. tfow conld his camping in the
veighhbonrioot attract adult learners un-
less he had love for them ? Missionary
eilort in Jlducation had been a tremendous
success no less: because of the love of
humanity which inspired ihe etffort than
because ot organisational etlicieucy,

Scope for Adult Education in
Madurai District. .

Svri . R. Ragnavan. tlonorarvy South
In_dmn Aduit kducation \ssociation Dis-
trict Orgzaniser tor Madural, writes :

A’Mdurai‘ District is densely populated
with several lakhs of whom about eirzhtly
per cent are illiterate.  Most of the people
are acriculturists, wage earners’ in tace
torlgs. shop  assistants and cart pullers,
exploiied by the well to do. aud nandicap-
ped by illiteracy in many ways,

For the benefit of these people Adult
theraqy Centres are being’ run in various
pla.ces-. f'wo AdultLiteracv Schoolsare being
ron in Harveypaity, Tiruparaukunram
one for men and the otner tor W(uuun,
und.er thie auspices of the Madurai l,aboux:
Union, the President of which, Sri S, R
Yaradara)ulu Naidu, is a keen Adult Educ;;
tion enthusiast  One Adult Literacy
Centreis being run by the students and
teachers of Madurai College in =Subra-
manyapuram Cheri, which is in the neigh-
bourirood of several mills. One Night
School for Adults is being ren in lheni
Periyakulam Taluk. Adult Literacy Cen.
tres are being run in Vilacheri and Joti-
burat. in Madurai city. the Sourashtra
High School management is running one
school; the Nadar Vidyasala is Tunning on
school, Sri K. Govindaram is running the
‘Viswakalanilayam’, a nignt school fo?
agiults and the Municipal € ouncil is rup
ping nine Adult Literacy Centres, five I'ox:
men and 11'.>ur for women. One nigin school
for ‘adults 1s being run at Palani, accordin
to Sri M. K. R Sesha Aiyar's report : :
night school tor tlarijan women is b'ein
run i the West Strect Cheri of 'l‘hallag
ku'laul- t entres and schools for adults are;
being run in VATious other places. Some of
tl.leSG are  Crovernment recognised and
aided. while the rest are standing on thej
own legs. relr

It is notewortby that the Chuirman and
Councillors and the Kxecutive of the
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Madurai Municipal ouncil ar%‘takwg Aeve]n
interest in Adult Iducation. he exi;n,> e
is worth e-nulating by the five other Muni

cipal Courcils in the District.
The girl students o the O p.M. High

School contucted & night school for Tk'lt‘
benefit of womeu in the nelghbourhco;i, in

1945-19,

The Sourashtra Vidyarti S,mja)‘ 15“'00111:
ducting a oight schiunl tor.m‘lult?. in ./1 ‘11( 1}
rai. Students are tm}chmg A t'n.ey ‘a‘. }; £s
Books. slates anl pencils are suppli «r:el
The ~amaj 13 frcquentl}' qettzfxt:' fpa: C(,
the propagan.ia dra'ma‘ot “(f Yhms ?r l;;
Illiterats of >ri kan:ia:‘a;l_\» : 18 vJ—aI
is having cxcellent v:.v:‘ti in lww.
villages, in and near about Palamedu.

Spi k. VoV Sugbramanya:mn, Adult Educa-

tion Oiffcer, Madurai l,\ia:is}on.pis domgdg
great deal of work thiroug the Propaganda

Van-

A fow weeks ago L visited l‘udnk‘ott,.ai,
Nagamalat and Kg,thlyargundu- 'a'lf)]”i“;llﬂi
the Propaunan:a \ ‘m. :‘IA‘.! 4 :dr:e,a?t( -xfl‘l) 1e
mectings. bnereisio i 358 pAimels_ * k‘eeu
desire, aud much scoje, f0T a«iurln Ipel"..cy[,
and. in co operation with local jeople.

am making the necessary prejarations for

starting Lentres.

The District Hoa:-d can do n}uv'n(t‘o\ pv?'-
mote Adult Bapcatid by starting :cgtr;g
and leadiog Rooms and settmgi u,>' ?U?
arrangoinents in important aund populous

villages. ' . y
Some time ago & meetins of }-*:iu\l't.n Bdn
cation workers Was hei‘i In Lm\‘ 1]':[01\‘“1-
Edward Hall. Madural. =0t TR ('i"”"““
gwami Sastri presidine. e ri 11>l Lo '(','v]:}!
delivered a stirpne specti de ?pmgﬂ ‘a} ,-tl
every aspect o ¢ oducation €niert,

which was wide' Vv ‘
need tor such earpest propavan

in rural areas.

[N

grociatant There 18
da speeches

]
a

The Sourashtra Hi :h School.
The Madurai - paltanatiapuratn ‘.l\‘hij'lt
s s ahgltaf e
Education Conference el in L‘v.mvl(“ ﬁ
great iustitution; the ..\':pl'r.:slmﬁlt.”\‘[“i
Schaoal, which hilih:wﬁ:‘.\ltl;tﬁ‘I‘_.Al}l" df(roj‘m ue
tive rojo in the fite vl araral n
day of jts ineeptionin I
The following hrief })!>iw>.l}\‘
rashtra High Schoul by =r1 =

of tre Sou-
K. kuppu-

<amy, B.A., I..T., Headmaster, will be read
with Interest : —

About 5 years agZo, in 1886, the then
leaders of the Sourashtra eommunity,
impelled by a very ardent desire to pro-
mote the education of the community
which is educationatly bachward, formed
themselves into a Committee and founded
a Primary School known as the Committee
Primary Sohool.

The School made a very striking pro-
gress with the re-ult that the premises
where it was located was found inadequate.
In 1892, the School was shifted nto its
own tailiine, construeted with the help of
the donations collected from the commu-
nity.

This strikine progress continved and six
vears later, the school was raised to the
status of a Lower Secondary School

Inorderto consolidate the progress made
and U build up whe institation further, the
menazement of the school was entrusted to
the Sourashira Sacha, a public body re-
presertative of the comunity,

In 1901, the school moved into a more
spacious builidiay at Main Guard Square,
acquired 6y the Sabha for the purpose
which iz adjacent to the New Cinema and
whare the ~econdary <ahool 1s now located.

Two vears later, the <chool was raised to
the status of a ilign Seasol as a result of
the efforts of the then Manager of the
iustitution, rashtrabandhu L, K Tulasiram,
B A B.L, Advosute, and his co-workers
and the justitution maintained its pheno-
menal progress.

The present building on the Ramnad
Roaid was constracted at a cost of three
lasns consisung of donations from the
community and a grant of Ks. 62500 from
the Governinent of ladras. The High
Sehool moved into the present building in
1929,

I+ between the above years, the Sou-
rushiva Siabha vested the management of
‘he inatitution in a Managing Committee
ciected by the High school Council which
was composed of donors and old boys of
the institution.

The institution is very zealously guard-
ing its reputation gained as a result of
sincere, earnest and untiring effort of the
successive Managing Committees andHead-
masters over all these decades. 1t has the
proud privilege of being reckoned as one
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of the best managed institutions in this
Province.

The institution i8, as it has always been,
open to all communities. Although a large
number of boyvs are from the Sourashtra
commuunity, the Institution has on its rolls
boys of ali castes and creeds. We may also
state that on the Teaching Staff of the
main school as also of the feeder schools
there are men of all communities,

The present strep i
present gth of the High School
alone is 2000. The Elemeutary School and
the Secondary S‘chool run by the same
Management as feeder schools have bet-
ween them about 1000 pupils,

All_these vears this High School hag been
growing from strength tn strength and it
1S our (}:;}z-nest praver that in the years to
Come this institution will grow into a firs
grade College. ' @ flest

Dr. Tara Chand visits Adult Education Centres in Mysore.

Dr. Tara _hand, Education Secretary to
the Government of India, visited the Adult
Education Centres, working under the
suspices of the Mysore State Adult Educa-
tion Council.

He arrived by plane at Bangalore on the
oth July 1951 from New Delhi. He was
welcomed by Sri T. Madiah Gowda, Presi-
dent of the Mysore State Adult Education
Council, Sri 5. 3undara, Deputy Director
of Public Instruction, Sri A B. Mariappa,
Honorary Secretary of the City Adult Edu-
cation Committee, Bangalore, Sri K. S.
Muniswamy, Divisional Officer for Adult
Education, Bangalore Division, and other
workers.

Dr. Tara Chand left Bangalore for Mysore
on the 6th morning and was accompanied
by Sri K. Guru Dutt, Director of Public
Tnstruction and Sri T. Madiah Gowda. On
their way to Mysore, they visited Mava-
ganahalli village, and the distinguished
visitor was shown the working of the rural
library there. He evinced keen interest in
the fiteracy classes and perceived the pro-
gress of the adults who attended the
classes.

After visiting the Central Library and
Adult Education Centres at Kamanagaram,

Dr. Tara Chhand witnessed the de'monstru-
:Lon 0{1& Shadow Puppet play organised by
e Villagers, and exyres is i
the s ressed his apprecia-
Ot?iri T. N. Krishna Rao, Chief Executive
2 cer, l\"isfsore 'SLate Adult Education
ouncil, Sri B. V. Sathvanarayana, Djyi-

sis)n.al. Officer for Adult i“ducation, Myaore
lemon.and the workers of the Nl&sore
State Adult Kducation Couneil welcomed

the distinguished gnest at Mysore.

Later, Dr Tara Chang visited the Vidvya-
peeth, a Rural College organised by t}?
Couancil near Nauvjanguu. He observed the
several aspects of rural education provv'd 3
to the trainees in thig college  After ll .
ting a seedling of the cocoanyt p.alm ill]) ta}?.
premises of the Vidyvapeeth, he visited ¢} .
Centra.l Office of the Adalt Educ ti -

ounc_ll. Mysoro, at 3 p-in. and e
acqu.amted_ with the working of the g 'WRS
sections of the office. He zlso wit.mem]
a film produced by the Council onessed
occasion of the Ruraj Adnlt qugatt'he
5'eimmar.conducted by the UNES(:.O an&or
p‘loz‘;lgir]‘{JGCt at Huiikere organised by the

The President of i i
workers gave him g hea?'tycseunndcl)ltfand the

South Arcot Fight Against Adult Illit

{Continued from page 596)

position to get work done by officers who
are not willing to do anvthing thev consi
der additional duty. Mr. H. S. Paul is
neither a galvanising nor a tempestuous
personality, to be able to play the role of a
Stalin in Adult Education. He is not even
‘“a heaven-born” memtbter of the Indian
Civil Service ot the old type. He is just
a simple good man, an earnest servant of
mankind, considering service as its own
reward, a man of the people working for
the people. The secret of hig succes is he
knowa his job from A to Z, and does it
thoroughly; he is ever readv for action,
day or night; he pays personal attention to
every detail of his work; he is accessible
and kind to one and all, the humblest and
the poorest.

Mr. Paul, the Collector, isdoing what he
is expected to do; in implementing Govern
ment's Scheme, veither less nor more.
His work looks odd and out of the way,
because other Collectors have not carried
out the G.O of 3rd Auvpgust 1930; also
because he is breaking traditions. Officers
of the Education Department, big and
small, have been functioning in the belief
that every kind of education. indeed any-
thing and everything which smacks of
education, is their province, and should not
be tresspassed by officers of other iepart-
ments of Government. Similarty, officers
other than those of the E-{ucation Depart-
ment, think that they should coufine them-
selves to their Departmental work and
that it is unnecessary and improper for
them to dabble in Adult Education which
is a public movement. These notions are
born of habits of the mind ; they are dying
out in South Arcot. Every officer knows
that heis obeying theGovernment's orders,
not the personal behetts of the Collector.

The success achieved in South Arcot is
due to various factors. The teaching and
contingenev allowances are paid promptly
on receipt of the monthly repcrt from the
teacher. He is not put to the necessity of
agitating and petitioning. kEvery Centre
is well eguippred with books and
charts, slates and pencils, and lanterns,
The system of insrection and supervision is
comprehensive and elaborate, effective and
fool-proof. Every Centre is visited fre-

b
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quently by one Officer or a
Department of Government or another.
The teacher in charge of the Centre
feels honoured by the visits of the Officers,
and his sense of self-importance, and
natural pride vis-a-vis his village
compeers are tickled. The veople
also like to see and hear the Officers
who were invisible and unapproach-
ble till recently. The fear of the Officers
whose visitations had meant an un-ending
chain of supplies has gone; they are now
regarded as well-wishers. Mr. Paul’s
example is worth mentioning: he walks
miles, studies the conditions of life in the
villages, goes and talks freely to the hum-
blest of the humble, listens to his tale of
woes and tries to comfort him and help
him as far as possible. Touring Officers
also find it pleasant to visit centres, meet
and talk to simple good villagers, and
deliver speeches In slave India, it was
dangerous for Officers to make public pro-
nouncements, and they ventured not. Now
it is their duty and privilege to give talks
about the work of their own Departments.
Nothing could be more pleasant than that.
Besides, the inspection work is not judged
by results

The Collector directs and guides, checks
and co-ordinates the work done by the
various Departmental officials. Thae
Revenue Department comprises 119 officers,
the Collector, three Deputy Collectors,
eight Tahsildars, four Deputy Tahsildars,
fifty-four Revenue Inspectors, four Special
loans Tahsildars, ten Special Revenue Ins-
pectory, five Rationing Officers, nine Taluk
Supply Officers, ten Assistant Taluk Supply
Officers, four Special Loans Deputy Tahsil-
dars, twa Rural Welfare Officers, three
Harijan Welfare Inspectors and one
Harijan Welfare Overseer ; the Agri-
cultural Department consists of one
Distriet Agricultural Officer and eight
Agricultural Demonstrators; the Veteri-
nsay Department. one District Veterinary
Officer. four touring Veterinary Assistant
Surgeons, and eight Headquarters Veteri-
nary Assistant Surgeons; the Health
Department, one District Health Officer,
eight Health Inspectors; the Co-operative
Department, two Deputy Registrars,
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twenty-five Inspectors, and three Sub-
Deputy Registrars: the Industries Depars-
ment, two Supervisors and five Mechanics ;
the Public Works Department, one Ezecu.
tive Engineer, four Agsistant Engineers.
and twelve Supervisors; the Highways
Department, one Divigional Engineer, gix
Assistant Engineers and twenty Super.
visors; the POlice Department, one
District Superintendent. four Deputy Ins-
pectors, eleven Inspectors and fifty Sub.
Inspectors; the Prohibition Department
one District Prohibition Offiger, fouli
Doputy Prohibition Officers, four Assistant
Prohibition Officers, thirty-seven Sub-
Inspectora; the Local Adwinistration
Deparcmeqt, two  District Paachayat
Officers, six Deputy Panchayat Officers
four Municipal Commissioners, and ﬁffeenl
Executive Officers; and the Groundnut
Market Cominittee, eight Superintendent
and twelve Supervisors. In all, there arSI
twelve Departments of Govern’ment witg
390 Officers working in the District, for

developing Adult Lit
cation erfort. eracy and Adult Edu-

It is a tremendous
these twelvs Departm
to visit and foster
Centres, Every Office
the centres within

piece of work to get
ents and 390 Officers
rh'e Adult Education
;413 gxpedcted to visit
18 jurisdicti -
larly or as ofce;n as possible and mpoonnrtot{gu
and there to his immediate superi o

the Collector by name Th‘ Pork dond to

the Officers is reviewed te WS dqne o

the District Committee :xelt(:]e analong of

the first week of every month refl)l”ly: o

of the conference of the H Lo of Dorame

eads of D -

ments at the Head ed hoars

gopes at the il iqua!l;]cers convened by the

ooliects , ) n t‘e reg.ularly issued

wnthly  “roeeedings  of h

Collector- The' District Committee ¢ 'sts
of 67 members of whom 37 are non-oté?‘s'lsrs
representing the Taluk Committees. A(;.I:hg
mountily meeting. the repopt of the worg
done during the previous month, based on
the revorts sent by the Taluk Committee
is read by the Joint Secretary; and report;
reviewing and discussing the work done
from variousangles are read by the District
Edacational Officer, the Distriot Board
Elucational Officer, the District Welfare
Otticer, the Revenue Divisional Officers,
Chidambaram and Tirukoilur, and
the Sub-Collector. Tindivanam. Thus no
aspect of the problem escapes attention ;
none of the ditliculties experienced is left,

untackled ; and no avenue to improvement
and progress goes un-explored. The intro-
clluuctqry observations of the Collector

re_sxder)t are particularly valuable ; he
avails himself of every opportunity to inte-
grate Adult Education with the Govern-
ment agencies at work in t! e [)ist‘rict‘ he
appeals for public support to the G;'ow
More _Food campaign as a part of Adult
Eduoation activity in the District; he
appeals for pri\(ate philanthrapy; he
t{)gpea.ls to the South Arcot Elect,ricity

istribution Company, Limited, to give
fr;e service to Adult Educntiun' Centres,
vvf erever possible; he champions the cause
of the teachers, and is very rgarticular

about their bein i i
regularly. € paid their allowanocrs

Co\;\l’hlle the Dlstl’lCP Committee with it
ector President is functioning as the
spearhe‘ad of the Adult Literacy cﬂ'nr't the
Taluk (Jof‘nmittees with de['*;:ﬂt.ed autht')rity
a.Tre working their way to s 0f sutficiency.

he‘l{evenue Divisional Oflicer is the
Pr;sndent, the' Tahsildar is the .\‘ec%etary
;‘nl a ngn-oﬂipml is the Treasurer of the

aluk Committee which meets and sends
reports regularly every month, and whicil
18 authorised to collect denations and
organise aid cntertainments.

(Rl‘he Collector-I'resident’s I'roceedings
\evenue and non-Revenue subject every
luspection report from the Oﬁicus’to criti-
cal ana!ysn's: camplete failure to visit
Ce.ull(;res is _vmw('ed with displeasure, and a
:1'1. garmng_xs uttered; partial failure to
O\sxt entres is commentsd upan, and the
iﬁce{ concerned is asked
attenuv_e and regular. lelay in sending
report3 is described as regrettab'e, and the
concerned Officer is asked to ’be more
promptand more regular in future. The
%ulleotor 8 P{oceezlinzs are couched in the
;nguaggof friendly criticisin and brotherly
a x(}:c})lmtlon. and are received, respected
:; onfoured 83 such ! there 13 about them
th:epugt t:ll.le Departmental bahadurism of
the ‘d a, and no remark is viewed and
oten(tig 83 a black mark. Officers are
:itnftx.]i u:;; to Adx}lt Education work enthu-
aré coc_t:) g as a piece of patriotic duty, and
hre o dlp' rating with the Collector whole-
edly. The frequent visits to the
seven hundx;ed odd Centres and talks on
toplcla of daily and intimate concern to the
ILGOD e by the 390 peregrinating Officers
ave created throughout the District, in

to be more

avery nook aad corner an excellent atmos-
phere for Adult Education effort.

The progress assessed in terms of figures
is satisfactory. During the year eniing
with January 1951 a total expenditure of
Ra. 23,776-9.6 was incurred: Rs. 18,374-12-0
on the teaching and contingency allow-
ances paid, KRs 4548146 on equipment
supplied to theCentres, Rs. 690-6-0 on staff;
Rs. 1,140-0-0 on the short-term training
course conducred at Cuddalore; and
Rs. 1,022 9-0 on miscellaneous items. The
latest roll strength and the average atten-
danoce, respectively,are asunder: Cuddalore
Taluk, 4313 and 2650; Chidambaram Taluk.
2194 and 1277 ; Vridhachalam Tuluk, 2645
and 1676, Tirukoilur Taluk 3369 and 1909,
Kallakurichi Valuk. 3034 and 1302; Tindi
vanam Taluk, 1603 and 1439 ; Villupuram
Taluk, 1435 & 907 ; and Gingee Taluk, 1567
and 1236; total figures for the whole
District, 20,520 and 12,496. The cost per
head of the Adult Literacy effort for the
whole district is Rs. 2-1.0 per annum.
Even at such low cost the quantum
of literacy achieved is satisfactory. Such
low cost is possible at preseat because
the teachers do their work 8s &
piece of national service, and accept
the paltry allowances, with gratitude,
and the movement is not oconducted
by paid workers It is not right to keep
the cost at such a low level, and let work
being done in high tension. Such an
abnormal state of affairs cannot last long;
it must be cut short. The level should be
raised to a reasonable pitch, so that pro-
gress may be both qualitative and quanti-
tative. The allowances must be enhanced,
more guantiity and richer variety of equip-
ment supplied, and the propaganda front
strengthened.

Suggestions for Improvement.

The South Arcot Collector, Mr. H.S. Paul
has clear views as to how Adult Education
work should be organised, broad-based and
developed. He speaks with the authority of
his experience, and takes his stand firmly
on theGovernment's dictum—that the liqui-
dation of illiteracy must be the concern of
the administration as a whole and ot every
Department of Goverment. He thinksit is
futile to expect the Education Department
to organise the campaign against illiteracy
or conduot it by itself; and “it will be
equally futile to depend to any large extent
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on the non-official agency.” Mr. Paul does
not appear to have bestowed much thought
on the value of the non-official agency.
That seems to be the reason why he has
not developed a mnon-official wing_to the
Adalt Education effort in the District.
There is no nopn-official orgzanisation as
guch for the whole Diistriet which can
supplement the work of the District Com-
mittee, at any rate on the propaganda
front. ltis srue no non-official organisa-
tion can function effectively even as a
propaganda body unless it has behind it the
strength and sanction of official support;
but, then, it is the duty of the administra-
tion to offer such support and stimulate
non-official effort, so that wmen and women
of the right sort may Join and foster the
effort and people may respect and welcome.
The non-official agency alone can manage
the propazanda front properly ; the official
agency alone can implement a scheme
effectiveiv. That the official agency is
making a mess of the Mobile,;Units is well
known, and need not be described here in
detail. The non-official agency would make
capital out of the vans.

Mr Paul holds, and with justification,
that unless the assistance of all the
Government agencies available is
canvassed, it will be impossible to spread
Adult Literacy work on a mass scale.
That is possible only for the Collector in
the Districts, The vantage position of the
Collector is already recognised by the
Government and fully utilised in Ruaral
Welfare work. Ordershave been issued to
all the Departments of the Government to
co-operate with the Collector in Rural
Welfare work. Adult Education work
should be sinilarly organised and made the
duty of the Collector. This priniciple has
been recognised already in the two circu-
lars issued:by the Government, one in 1950
and the other early this year, requesting
the Collectors to see to the effective
celebration of the Adult Lducation Week
organised by the. South Indian Adult
Education Association.

The most important aim and festure of
the Adult Education Week is collection of
funds for furthering and fostering non-
official Adult Education effort, and
collection of funds is best made with the
co-operation of the Revenue Department of
which the Collector is the head. The
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circulars, in effect, enjoin on the Collector
the duty of raising funds and the responsi-
bility of seeing the same spent on starting
new and strengthening existing adult
Education Centres. The G.O. (Kducation)
dated 3-3-50 is a directive to the Heads of
Departments, and implies general direction
of effort in the Districts, by the Collector.
If the G.O. has not been duly honoured it
is because it has been regarded and treated
as a pious wish which may or may not be
respected by the Departments of (iovern-
ment other .than the Education Depart-
ment. The irony of the position is the
G.O. bas been reduced to nullity by the
very authority which caused it to be

S. AIRAVATH4 M,

Provincial Publicit

{ y Officer,

The South Indian Adult Education
Association.

u}sued. The Directorate of Public Instruc-
tion 8 entangled in a mesh of drab anti-
diluvian technicalities, stauds still, and
d?es not help progress The Distriot
Lducatlron Officers and the Deputy Inspee
tors of Schools think that Adult Educatior;
work is their exclusive domain, that no
one else shiould stepintoit, and that others
are unnecegsarily usurping their powers
and functions. Deputy Inspectors of
schools are Riving positive discouregement:
they seek to enforce the rule relatiug tc;
attondance, and order Adult Literac
Schools to be ¢losed down if they do no}t’

h()W the "llnllnu[n 8981&88 &tteu

b T.J. R, GOPAL,
rovincial Organising Secretar
The South Indian Adult l‘fducatyi’on
Association.

Association Secretaries Tour South Arcot

Invited by the Collector, Mr. H. §.

Sri T. J. R. Gopal, Provincial (E){rginii::;glé
Secretary, and Sri . Airavatham, Publicit

Oﬁ.cer, of the South Indian A‘dult EduS:
Xat.xon Assoociation, toured parts of South
19r5010.t District,from the L1th to 14th August

11—8'-31 —The party reached Tindivanam
by train early in the morning on 11th
August. They were received and welcome at
the Railway Station by the lLahsildar
Tindivanam, and takep by special car to tht;
official residence bangalow of the Syb.
Collector, Tindivanam. After a fow hours
rest, the party, accompanied by the Sub-
Collector, motored to Gingee where the
Collector was eamping. During the jour-
ney to Gingee, the Publicity officer elicited
a lucid picture of Aduit Literacy endeavour
from the Sub-Collector who gave a good
deal of essential information.

On arrival at the Travellers Bangalow,
Gingee, the party were received by
Mr. H. S. Paul, the Collector, and comfort-
ably lodged. Soon after the Adult Liter-
acy endeavour records of Giugee Taluk
were placed before the party to be scruti-
pnised. They were ¢one into thoroughly
with the help of the 'I‘ahs‘ildo.r, Gingee,
the Revenue Inspector, (iingee Kirka,
one teacher running an Adult Literacy
Centre and others.

In the after-noon, th

' On, the party visited the
Gm.gea Fort and its many historic ramifi-
;:]atans associated with Raja lesingu, lave

8T0ISm. romance and tragedy. . '

The pa:ty had busy time in th i
. e v
éclcompamed by the Collectors, t(;leenégg-.
ollector, and the Tahsildar, the t
visited a good number of Ce;nres \l\)v'irly
classes were being conducted. The avaralg:

attendance in all the C ;
be satisfactory The entres was found to

certain instances was
seasonal occupation, Answerg to test ques-

tions were al) prom
pt and .
Were eager to learn 4 Cen:;rOeOdrunIzglc]lll:l3

sively f '
oly for women wagq also interesting to

found to he due to

12-8-51.—The part
Y, along wi
E::Leotor f}‘l?d the Sub-Co]]ectgr r;lt:to:'l:g
back oth indivanam in the forenoon
Edrmg_ e day they studied the Ad li
ucation files of t},¢ Tindivanam Taluk y

Int i
n the evening, along with the Colleotor

and the Commissioner of the Tindivanam

Municipal Council. the party attended

:g: cAec;S?:aItl~0“ of the first anniversary of
Basic Sch lter}_cy‘ Cputre run by (iandhi
c¢hool, Kilsiviri, a mainly Harijan

village more th : 4
indivanam. an ten miles distagg from
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Mr. H.S. Paul, the Collector, presided.

Sri J. Balasundaram, the Headmaster,
welcomed the Collector and Sri T. J. R.
Gopal. _ )

Mr. Paul exp-essed his satisfaction
with the work done in the Centre by
Sri Balasundaram and his equally enthusi-
astic wife, Srimathi Kamalabai. and
advised the people of the village to avail
themselves of the opportunity provided by
the Centre.

Sri Manickam. an Adult learner, demon-
strated what proficiency he had acquired
at the Centre, by reading out its Annual
Report.

A very well.written aidressof welcome
was presented to the Collector on behalf
of the adult pupils.

Requested by the Collector to speak.
Sri T. J. R. Gopal said: The Adult Edu-
cation movement was confined to South
India; there was no such organised move-
ment in other parts of India. Although it
had been initiated in 1:'34%,1it began to
gather strength only from 1930, Under
the leadership aud fostering care of the
Collector. it was making headway
in South Arcot [istrict, in a remarkably
organised manner. About 2000 adults had
been made fundamentally literate at
a cost of Ns. 4,000. Al that effort, and the
funds, had come from the people, and they
would certainlv contribute more and more
if work was expanded and organised. Wi-th
Mr. Paul it was a labour of love, service
was its own reward ; neither love of money
nor craving for fame had inspired his work.
The people of South Arcot were rightly
proud of their ‘ollector.

Sri M. hamakrishna Reddiar sa d Adult
Education had ceased to be a philosophi‘cal
aspiration aund become a stark necessity.
Referring to feudsin the village, he advised
the people togive up quarrelling which was
harmful and, iustead, through adult
Eduocation so handsomely provided at the
Centre by the teacher couple, cultivate
fraternity and solidarity.

The function ended with a vote of thanks
proposed by Sri Baiasundaram who said
that Kilsiviri 1~as fortunate in having
bad the benefit of listening to a stirring
speech from Sri T J. K. Gopal who was the
main cohesive force in the Adult Education
movement in the whole of South India.

The entire audience including the
Collector was treated to pongal. coffee and
cool drinks by Sri Narasimhachari, a local
landlord, who is a tower of strength behind
the Adult Edncation Centre and the
Harijans of the village.

Accompanied by the Collector and the
Municipal Commissioner Sri Gopal and
Sri Airavatham paid flving visits to a pum-
ber of Adult Literacy Schools while they
were humming with activity, Records were
found to be well maintained, and test ques.
tions elicited prompt answers indicative of
effective progress. ln one of the schools,
it was found that attendance had been nil
on one ot two days, and the uil faithfully
recorded. Seasonal occupation was the
cause of such absence.

12.8-57: —Early in the morning the Party
left for Cuddalors via Pondichery in the
company of Sri T. Venkataraman, Distriot
Supply Officer, South Arcot. an accompli-
shed and entertaining conversationalist.
He made the best use of the drive by his
Jeep. to give the party a clear picture of
the economic conditions in the District
which influenced and determined the pace
of progress in Adult Education, as in every
other sphere of life. :

The afternoon at Cuddalore was devoted
to a close study and discussion of the
District Committee’s records, the Proceed-
ings of the Collector, with the able assist-
ance of Mr. D. C. Richard, Joint Secretary
of the Committee, and Municipal Commis-
sioner, Cuddalore. In the evening the
party was taken out by Mr. Richard, to
vigit Centres. As it was Sunday, the
Centres were not working. All the same,
soon after arrival the sight of the popular
Commissioner attracted the teacher and
the pupils, and they gathered in decent
numbers. Attendance registers were
examined and test questions put; and the
impression thereby gathered by the party
was that Cuddalore, urban and suburban,
maintained the wusual high leveli of the
whole District.

13.8-.51 :—The party continued their
study of the District records,

Sri Gopal left in the evenirg to tour
Kadambuliyur Firka aud Thirukoilur Taluk
and visited some Centres, and found them
doing excellant work.
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Adult Education Conference to be héld in Madr

A meeting of Adult Education workers
was held in Mahajana Sabha Hall, Madras,
at 6-15 p.m. on Saturday, 18th August 1951,
under the auspices of the Madras City
Adult Eduecation Association, Sri K.S.
Ramaswanmi Sastri presiding, to discuss and
decide a plan of action-for wiping out Adult
Illiteracy from the City of Madras as
quickiy as possible.

After the minutes of the previous meet-
meeting held under the auspices of the
Association were read out by the Secretary,
and adopted, a lively discussion ensued,
Messrs‘A.Thirugnanasambandham, P.Siva-
goanam, P. S. Krishnaswami, P. S. Venka-
taraman, V. V. Murugesa Bhagavatar,
D. K. Kannappa (Deputy Mayor of Madras),
B R. Munuswamy, P. S. Subbaratnam,
T.J. R. Gopal and others participating.
Various aspects of the problem were refer-
red to and analysed threadbare and it was
generally felt ard agreed that as the
metropolis of the State, it behoved Madras
City to give the lead in the war against
Adult Illiteracy aud by its example inspire
other urban centres to organise and aot
likewise.

Sri D K. Kannappa expressed the view
that Adult Education had come to be talked
about so persistently because of the impen-
ding General Electious. Contesting this
view and correcting the fallacy behind it.
S8ri T J. R. 's0pal, Organising Secretary
of the South Indian Adult Education Asso-
ciation, gaid: Oppartunist politicians might
seek to exploit the Adult Education
platform for their own purposes, but to
workers like himm and others who had no
axe to grind, Adult Education aimed st
fundamental social reform and was a
national objective to be pursued as a com-
munity effort ror all time to come. Adult
Education was, and must be, a continuous
process, a non-party, a non-communal and
a non sectarian effort. Anybody and every-
body, individuals and organised parties,
irrespective ot complexion and creed, were

as.

welcome to ascend and addr
Adult Education forum ; he wec?l?l(gr:gze:?:
and even seek, co-operation from memher;
qf the Dravida kazhagam no less than from
Sanatani Hindus. from Communists no less
than from Congressmen provided the
confined themselves to liquidating illit:eEy
racy and giving, the key <o knowledde to
vast masses of adults. The South I[ndlan
Adul§ Education Association had been
wprkmg. ar]d would continue to labour
Elthou? political motives. By itself Adult.
du_ca.t.xon was not a political objective
put 1T was calculated to facilitate progres;
in the ﬂe!d of agricultural improvement
o-operative production and distribution‘
general community welfare economic
planning and social reform. °

Mr. N. R. Narasinghaperumal i
and M. V.V, Murugesa Bhagavat::(;ggzlnndg-
Ing, a resolution wag adopted for holdj
an Aduls Education “onferenge he
city of Madras. and a Reption Con
was forme‘d for the PUrpose consisting of
tpg follqwx‘ng office-bearers and memk:r::
%PIJK- 3, l\‘amaswami Sastri (Patron), Mry.

-J. R Gopal, Chairman; My, P.S
Krishnaswami, Vice-Chairman : Mr. A,
Thlrugnan‘asambandam, General Secret.ar :
Messrs. LNeelakantnn, V.G, Aluruge:a'
éslt;a'gava_tar: and P. 3. Subbaratnam and

rimati 3. Jagarajammal ay Joint Sec-
;i‘etanes. ‘l\lr. N. k. arasinghaperumal
reasurer;  Messrg S, Sivagnanam, M.
Kanniappan, S S. AVadhania.r, B. R. M:u; -
swamy, A Venﬁatesai{au.N. Dorasinghau
[:‘. b..\enkatarutnam, S. Kesavaram amci
S. Ajravatham gang Shrimati Y. llathnna

Bai, K Dhanamanij N ;
as members. and M Govindammal

. It was decideq to invite and request Hig
xcellency the Governor of Madras to
(I)‘pe_n”the (_anerence and to hold it j
vajaji Hall, if available. °
A sub-committee

was f
the constitution of ¢ ormed to frame

he City Associatiop.
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News and Notes.

Government Adult Training School for
Women, Big Kancheepuram

Srimati A. Sathvabhama Achuthan:
B A. L T. Inspectress of Girls’ Schools,
Third Circle, Madras, has addressed the
following letter to the District f£duca-
tional Officers in the Tamil Nad area:—

In spite of inti:nation to you sufficiently
early and instructions from the Director
of Public Instruction, there had been
either less or no response from vou in the
matter of recommending eandidates for
admission to the Second Course in Adult
Education training now conducted in
Kancheepuram for 45 days from 9.7-1951.

The Second Course which is being con-
ducted will conciude on 22-8-1951 and the
Third Course starts on or about the 29th
August. As [ wish that all the Districts
should ~end their candidates, | request
you to kindly co-operate with me by taking
Immediate action to recommend candi.
dates for the Third Course. The Corres-
pondents of aided schools, Presidents of
District Buards and Commissioners of
Municipalities may kindly be apprised of
the usual conditions and requested to send
the applications to you and to send a cupy
of the communication to me. Tne appli-
cations that would be rcceived in your
office may be forwarded to e on or before
the 17th August 1931.

i [The above communication is published
for the measure it gives of the co-operation
available for the Adult Education cause;
not for its news value.—Editor, A. E. R.]

* -~ *

Visit of the United States Travel ing
Seminar to the Mysore State Adult
Education Council.

The United States’ Travelling Seminar,
under the leadership of Dr. A. (5. Fisk and
Dr. (Mrs.) R C. Wright on a World tour,
arrived at Mysore. They were met by the
Chief Executive Officer on the 15th of July
1951 at the Maharaja's College Union The
Seminar expressed a desire to acquaint
themselves with the activities of the
Council. They were invited to the office

of the Council on the 19th afternoon. The
Seminar consisted of twentv-one members
from the United States, representing a
cross-section of American life ag lawyers,
Professors, Clergvmen etc. They visited
the office on the afternoon of the 19th July
1951. They were taken round the differ-
ent sections of the office. A film show
was also arranged at the time of their visit
to the Central Office.

Later, they were taken to the Vidyapeeth
where they were very much pleased to see
the activities of the Vidyapeeth. Dr. Fisk,
the leader of the Seminar, planted a cocoa-
nut paln in the premises of the Vidyapeeth
in commemoration of the visit of the United
States Travelling Seminar to the Vidya-
peeth. The members of the Seminar ex-
pressed their appreciation of the work of
the Council. Dr. A. G. Figk, the leader of
the Seminar, who is also a Professor of the
University of San Francisco, gave a mes-
sage to the workers of the Council.

On their way to the Vidyapeeth, they ex-
pressed their desire to visit an Indian
village. They were taken to a village
nearbyv, where they had the opportunity of
acquainting themselves with folk songs of
Karnitaka. Whea Dr. Fisk was asked by
the representative of the “Deccan Herald’',
what he thought of thelndian viliage which
the Seminar visited, he said : "We feel that
the Indian villages must be the centre of
efforts to raise the standard of living for
the future India We went to the Adult
Tducation Centre in Mygore where they
train village leaders, and we feel that is
a very constructive work..’

* * *

The Second All-India Seminar on
‘““Community Centres’’

The All India Adult Education Asgobia.
tion has tiken steps to arrange the second
Adult Eduoation Seminar to discuss the
organisation of “Community Centres” on
a nation-wide scale. The Seminar hag
been proposed to be arranged at lndore in
the third week of October. It is learnt
that the Government of Madhya Bharat
are offering all facilities to the members
and Delegates who would be participating
in the Seminar.
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Adult Education Committee formed for
Guntakal

A public meeting of the ‘citizens of
Guntakal town was held in the Municipal
Offlce premiseson 26.7-51 ut 5-30 p.m T. J.
Jaques, Esq, B a., Collector, Anantapur,
presided on the occasion. A local Adult
Education Committee was formed with Sri
V. Rama Kristainh as President, Sri G. k.

Lingam as Vice-President and the Munici-

pal Commissioner as Secretary.

Sri3.V.Jagga Rao Nayudu, s A., Munici.
pal Commissioner, explained the necessity
of a Committee and T. J. Jaques, Esq.,
B.A., Coliector, Anantapur, exhorted the
public to open Centres with a strong will
and assured his ful] co-operation for
furtherance of this cause.

% * *
Kakinada Adult Education Comniittee

The visit to Kakinada of the Hon'ble Mr.
J. L. P. Roche-Viotoria on 15th July 1951
wag availed of by the Kakinada City Adult
Education Committee, just formed, to
present to him a memorandum.

The memorandum stated that the
Minister's visit had helped “stimulate
voluntary interest among the people of this
East Geodavari District.” Apart from
eradication of illiteracy, adults had to be
educated to feel as corporate members of
the Indian Republican State and golve their
political and social problems as well as the
more touchy problem of food and other
essentials of life and give their co-opera -
tion to the Goverument in tiding over the
present food crisis.

The Committee was happy to obgerve
that the Minister's appeal to the public wasg
meeting with adequate response in regard
to the enlistment of official and non-official
co-operation for colleeting a large fund in
aid of the South Indian Adult Education
Association.

Universal, free and compulsary Element-
ary Education woauld resaltin there being
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advice to extend compulsion in the remain -
ing 13 Wards.

At its meeting on 12 the July 1951, the
Committee had acquainted itself with the
Recommendations of the South Indian
Seminar on Adult Education, and adopted a
resolution urging every member to turn at
least-oneilliterate adult into a literate one
within four months.

The Committee requested the South
Inzllap Adult Kducation Association to
permit utilisation of tje local money

colleotions made during the sccond South
Indian Adulg Edncation Week, for their
locgl effors in the bromotion of Adult Edu-
cation, and to aliog to the Committee “‘at
least 10 to 15 per cent of the amount of the

co!lectiong nOw beiug given here from
this Digtriet.”

The memorandnm concluied with the
suggestion that the Cigy Committees be
treatea as independent units under the
South Indian Adult tducation Association
wnthou't being subordinated 1o the District

ommittees.

'I‘he~ Kakinada City Adalt Ilducaiion
Committee consists of he following :

I'he Collector (President); the Chairman,
Municipal

Al . 1 .
ici ‘Lounq l; Jthe onumissioner,
unicipal Councif; Sy Parapadi Satya-
harayana, Muncipal ffmmcillnr; Sri M.

.’jarasanua. President, District Board, Kast
(:odz‘xvari; the Revenue OUivisional Officer,
Kakinada; the Adult Kducation Otticer for
Andhradesa; the  Digstriet Educational
Officer: the Disirict Board .ducational

ficer; the‘DiVisional Inspactor of Schools
Kakinada; Sri Y.\'enkataranuna '

\ : y l.éecturer
P. . (fo!leg_g. Kakmada; Janabh Mohamod'
Munshi Sahib; Rev. K. p. Israel: the Vice-

Prosident of the District Board:

. L one non-
official to be coopted; Shrimati A,y

of 0 be co : ayamia
aru, tunicipal Councillor;  Shrimati
Suseela Sadasiva Rao; Mra. Chackos

Women's Welfare Departinent; Srj N. Jona-

dab, C. B. Missicn; 8 Tupresentative of the
Roman Cathohc Mmsion; Sri D. l‘:amana'

retired Division g Inspector of Schools;

no illiteracy in future generations. lhe and =ri N. Rajarao, Honorarv Diste:
v ;i . . ’ 1strict
local Municipal Qoun.cﬂ which  could Organiser of the South Indiap 1\‘luthd(l'
introduce compulsion in only 11 Wards cation Association, for East  Godavari,
may be given the the necessary drive and (Convenar).
—_—

!
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Aduit Education effort is-as
Patriotic as the fight for the

'} Political Liberation of India

g «“If thereis any political: party in our coun
: which, instead of sugportlng. dares to discredit, op
' and obstruct the Adult Education endeavour, that pa
. is only digging its own grave, and it richly de}slerve‘
' be decently buried,~that is, buried beyond the po
bility of resurrection,” declared Sri P. S}vlgtlllqp
Alderman, Corporation of Madras, addressing the'fi
Madras City Adult Edueation Conft_e(;-ence.Th ;
inuing Sri P. Sivagnanam said: * The po,
canf:nmt::cz’pﬁced India of today needs Adult Edm:a;i
tion more than anything else; for, unless the vggg
; masses of the adult popuiation, who are now \lhtergs&
i and fgnorant, are lifted up and enabled to help them?
' selves, the fruits of political Independence in terma -of
* a raised standard of life and of Social Justice and
“- Sacial Welfare cannot be gathered and enjoyed - b.y
" them. Adult’ Education work is therefore as patriotic
as the fight for the political liberation of Indiy. g
. Paying a tribute to Sri G Harisarvothama Rau's
 services to the country, Sri P Sivagnanam said: ‘I
- jg because Adult Education work,is even more funda;
S . mental, regenerative and far. aching in_its benefi.
5 s+ cencethat we find a veteran lik$ =ri (. Hansarvothama
# ' Rauat the head of onr mowment today, —a patriof
. ;- Who had undergone imprisoument when jail was jail.

e
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Our General Secretary Attends World Catholic Congress.

The General Seeretary of the South Indian Adult Eduecation
Association, the flon’ble Mr. J.I.P. Roche-Victoria, represented
the Catholic Laity in India at the World Catholic Congress, alony
with His Grace the Archbishop of Bombay.

About 64 nations were represented at the Congress which
commenced session on 7th October. Indiansin Rome participated
in the proceedings.

On his return to India the Hon’ble Mr. Roche-Victoria told
a representative of ‘The Mail’ that the main object of the
Congress was to devise measures to co.ordinate the aciivilies «f
Catholics in all countries, as there was no central organisztion Lo
give proper directions, and define what was expected of the
laity in the promotion of aetivities directed towards what was
widely termed social justice.

Presiding over a session of the Congress, devoted to a dis-
cussion of family welfare problems, the Hon'ble Mr.J.L.P. Roche-
Victoria said: A definite improvement in the lot of the people,
the common man, was the most ¢ffective weapon to defeat-the
growing influence of the Com,r'nunfists In some countries which
were being forced to go “red "
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Organisation of Community Centres in India.

The Second All-India Seminar on
Adult Kducation was held at Indore
from the 11th to 20th October 1951,
It dealt with the question of organi-
sation of Commuuity Centres. After
close study of the problem of Adult
Education in all its bearings and in
the light of field work experiences
placed before variousConferences and
the First South Indian Seminar on
Adult Educacion held in Adyar in
April last, the South Indian Adult

- Education Association has placed

before the Government of Madras
proposals for organising and conduct-
ing a number of Model Community
Centres at the rate of at least one
to start with in every District of
Meadras State. The Association has
been informally assured that the
Government would bestow some
attention on the proposals when the
time should come for framing a
policy and programme for the State.
Sri ;. Harisarvothama Rau, former
President and now Vice President
of the Association, Editor of Adult
Education Review, and Honorary
Organiser, Adult Education, Andhra
Desa, attending the Second All-India

Seminar at Indore as one of
the representatives of the Asso-
ciation, read a paper on the organi-
sation of Community Centres, where-
in he dealt with the subject
comprehensively and exhaustively
with the authority of strenuous ex-
perience spread over a long number
of years. Community Centres may
be of very different types. An
existing village community or ;urban
community may be taken in hand
and organised for effective Commu-
nity Life. A new and fresh Centre
may be created and the Community

Life in that Centre may be organised -
for purposes of the well-being’of the

whole community. There is*3>third

alternative also. Within an eXisting
village or urban area, a Centre may -
be started where training in Cdmmu-

nity Life may be- given not only to -
the people of the locality’ but to

others as well, from near and far, -
who may take interest in such train- -
ing and later- act as leaders in

developing Community Life in their

respective areas. For purposes of

Adult Education, all these types of
community _Jdevel_o_pment may be. -
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utilised. A further approach is also
possible. An Adult Education Centre
may be developed into a Commu-
nity Centre by gradual evolution
ultimately fulfilling the purposes of
the third type mentioned above.

The taking over of a whole village
community as the basis for organis-
ing a Community Centre is a very
big task. Gandhiji aimed at this task
in his scheme of Adult Education.
He felt that to every village should
go a messenger of Peace and Pros-
perity in the form of an Adult Edu-
cationist and establish himself in the
midst of the people of the village
influencing by his practice and pre-
cept the village folk to growinto full
manhood through the exercise of
the best qualities of head and heart
and the best effort of the manual
power given to him by God. Health
and sanitation, cottage industries,
growing of one’s own food and
weaving of one’s own cloth, building
up of one’s own hut, laying up of com-
mon roads, lighting the village by
common effort, removing of dirt and
filth in common, living in harmony
between man and man out .of love
for the brother man, were ideals that
should be cultivated by the villager
through the efforts of the Adult
Educationist. Gandhiji envisaged
the development of the villager’s
intellect and culture through the
exercise of his powers of doing,
though he expressly gave an impor-
tant place to literacy as a means of
culture. This type of (Community
Centre is attempted to be worked
out in the Firka Development Areas
that the Government of Madras have
essayed to foster. It must, however,
be admitted that not in one of such
areas has anything been possible
except to touch the fringe of the

Froblem. In certain urban areas
ike the ‘Vasanta Vihar’ in Madras,
the civic development is probably
progressively observable. The South
Indian Adult Education Association
has also proposed to develop the
Swatantra Nagar into a Commu-
nity Centre in its own way. The
Swatantra_ Nagar, in the City
of Madras is inhabited by the lower
staff of the Municipal Corporation.
How this colony of men is intended
to be raised into a real Community
Centre is described in very great
detail in a memorandum addressed
to lt){x_ethév_ern{]nent of Madras and
published in the issue of thij 2

of August 1951. fthis Revietw

The Swatantra Nagar SocialServi
League started by the South Irfgil:rel
Adult Education Association has
started already a Literacy Centre at
the place and it is being carried on
by men from amongst the people
themselves in a fair manner. It has
negotiated the purchase of the house
sites and the ground in the area with
tbe Municipal Corporation. By the
kindress of the Municipal Commis-
sioner and his love for his employees
it has succeeded in the negotiations.
A Co-operative Society to acquire
the site and solve the local housing
is in the process of formation. A
model group of houses with neces-
sary public places between is expect-
ed to be built soon. Thus the
beginnings of a Community Centre
at a spot where a whole community
exists are made. This Community
Centre will necessarily be urban in
character with amenities of a metro-
politan type and it may not be an
example for developments of a
similar character in rural areas.

The second type of Community
Centre may develop in villages form-
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ed under the Colonisation Schemes

undertaken by the Government or

en private parties, if proper steps
:.:e tfken to develop them as such
from the very beginning. Another
category of Community Centres of
this type may_ be found in the
refugee townships that are being
established in the wake of the parti-
tion of India into Bharat and Pakis-
tan. A properly trained Adult
Educationist may flnd it profitable
to establish himself in these colonies
and work them up into real Commu-
nity Centres. While it is true
that this type of Community
Centre development is very valu-
able as an illustration of a com-
plete unit transformed into better
living, it has this defect that it can-
not serve outsiders except as an
example and this type is possible
only to a very small extent and in
small numbers because of the heavy
cost involved and the great technique
required. .

The third type of a Community
Centreisa training ground. It is real-
ly not a whole community in itself.
The best example of this type, so far
known, is the Vidya Peeth establish-
ed at Nanjamgode in Mysore State
run by the Mysore State Adult Educa-
tion Council. The Centre is situated
in the midst of vast acres of land
that are utilised partly for agricul-
tural developments. A number of
villagers, mostly youths above the
age of twenty, are drawn to the
Centre periodically for five months.
They are trained in carding, spin-
ning and weaving, In agric.ultu.ra]
operations, in cottage industries like
cora mat weaving and in the cultural
pursuits of the village including folk
song and dance. The environmeént
is set for them toimbibe theGandhian
idealogy. This type of institution as

a Community Centre, or, rather, as a
Centre where community leaders are
trained and sent out to their villages,
is a type that deserves attention.
Even here the difficulty is that it in-
volves heavy expenditure initially as
well as recurring. The Mysore State
Adult Education Association, which
has existed for a long time now, has
found it possible to keep only this
one Centre going. Even here the
cottage industries side of village life
is poorly represented. The village
carpenter, the village smith, the
village potter, the village leather
worker, the village bamboo artisan
are all unrepresented in their call-
ings. They are so very important to
village economy that the exclusion
of their crafts from a training centre
like this is a great defect in total
Adult Education. The tradition of.
Gandhism has its own drawback, in
that the viliage artisan as such has
escaped notice, probably most un-
consciously, in that tradition. Evolv-
ing community atmosphere in
institutions like this on an improved
scale is a great advantage to Adult
Education effort. However, even
this type cannot be universally
adopted for rapid development of
our rural resources and rural capa-
cities.

The fourth and the last type that
has been mentioned is what is being
attempted in the Adult Education
Scheme of the Government of
Madras. Through a pattern of the
Youths’ Club life of Western coun-
tries, or,nearer still, of the Panchayat
Ghars sometime developed in North-
ern India, the Madras Scheme aims
at creating community atmosphere
and community contacts at the
Literacy Centre or.more appropriate-
ly the Vayojana Vidya Mandir. By
the mention of the word literacy, -
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we should not be misunderstood as
~advocating imparting of the mere
mechanics of letter forms. The
literacy of the adult, even in its
restricted sense of reading and
writing, includes from the very
beginning the inculeation of sound
knowledge through the very first
word learnt. This is preceded by
the cultivation of a taste for indi-
geneous culture by folk verse, folk
song, folk dance, folk drama, Bhajan
Purana, Harikatha, Ballard singing.’
Shadow play and the like appropri-
ate to the environment of ‘the
learner.

The Vayojana Vidya Mandir is
expected also to impart to the
learner, in an interesting manner
through talks and demonstrations’,
modern knowledge in civies, health
and hygiene, agricultural practice,
in fact in all that is essential for
village life covered by the daily
newspaper and the like. In training
our teachers to take charge of these
Mandirs, all these considerations
are kept steadily in view. They are
also given, as spare time avocations,
spinning, rope making, art work and
the like so that they may get into
touch with the avocations of the
people around them. They are ex-
pected to draw up lists of words that
the different sections of villagers use
in their daily avocations and life so
that these may form the basis of
literacy training also.

The Madras Scheme will, when
reading and writing and some
general culture have become common
amongst the masses, lead the way to
specialised Adult Education for the
agriculturist and the artisans of the
village in their own spheres. That
consummation may not be expected
immediately. In fact, the main aim

of the Madras Scheme remains still
to be achieved through want of pro-
per manpower. Dependence on the
hard worked Elementary School
teacher and the inspecting staff of
the Department of Public Instruction
and on account of many other difficul-
ties that have arisen as a consequence
of the policy of the Government and
the Department, the progress so far
made does not entitle us to claim
victory for the scheme. But with
necessary improvements, it is possi-
ble to realise the main aim of the
scheme. We are now fairly on the
way to create popular enthusiasm
for our Vidya Mandir scheme and
there are signs enough that youth
in tbe vx!lages, who have so far been
suénne In their attitude towards
Adult Education, are stirred up and
are prepared to shoulder the res-
posibility for carrying out the Adult
Education Scheme. Voluntary and
Incessant endeavour and faith in the
cause are what are now required.

The concept of community life
to be properly understoo)é. ’{‘lkle:
community spirit is opposed to com-
munal, sectarian, caste or group
spirit. The fundamental of demo-
‘cratlc life is connoted by this term
Commgmty_ life.” All” of us are
equals in this land to develop its life
to thq ful}est extent, each one of us
contributing to its welfare our own
share as free citizens by our toil and
character. Service to brother man
1s the motive in community life and
not profit for oneself, Gandhiji’s
teaching is explicit on this score.
He definitely told the men of means
that they were not masters or owners
of their property but trustees thereof
for the common good of the
sotlety.  He raised human love to
the pedastal of the real force to
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Roots of Adult Illiteracy must be removed.

By A. G. VILVA ROY,

Adult illiteracv cannot be liquidated so long as its roots are fed on ever

widening fert
vital bearing 0 _proble ad;
of realists among Aduit Educationists.

Growth of children into illiterate adults
should be firmly prevented. Once all
children are put to school and made per-
maneutly literate, the task of the Adult
Literacy’ worker would be lightened. He
then has only to tackle the present gene-
ration of adults, a limited number. The
largest agency fighting illiteracy among
children todav is the Elementary School
Let us therefore examine the scope of Ele-
mentary School in this regard and tune it
to have improved turn over.

Itis common kuowiedge that Elemen-
tarv Education tor the most part has yet
to fit into the needs of the community. To
tiiat extent it has no real or lasting value to
the comwmon man, Over a large part of the
country, elementary schooling has failed to
raise the standard of living of the com-
munity, This is the oben secret behind
the popular iack of interest in the Eiemen-
tary Sciool, the low daily attendance, the
low or waning prestige of the teacher and
his chronic poverty.

The Hartog Committee emphasised that
“(he hope of the future progress depends
very largely on the adoption of some effec-
tive means for the retention of pupils at

ile soil, viz., illiteracy of children. Child illiteracy has therefore a most
n the problem of adult illiteracy, and shouid receive the careful attention

school for at least four vears.” It is stilla
hope today, full twentv-two years since.
Although Elementary Education in rural
areas is free the average period of schooling
is rarely two vears. This is a pointer to the
fact that the usual tvpe of school is not
wanted in the village and that, if the
average duration ot school life is to be
lengthened, a different tyvpe of school
suited to actual local conditions is needed.
About a fourth of those enrolled do read
through five vears and reach a stage of
literacv ; but this literacy soon has a sete
back towards a relapse into illiteracv for
want of facilities to maintain a reading
habit.

Au educational institution must exert a
creative influence on societv. Like a treeit
is judged by its fruits. Ounce it is turned
to be 11 unison with people’s interests and
needs, better co-operation and active sup-
port will be forthcoming. While child
educationists drawing inspiration from great
foreign authors may be nght in keeping to
high idealism and philosophy of educational
thought realities have to be raced in making
the school usetul to the masses in a poor
country like India.

guide the conduct of men between
one another. He wanted us to realise
the presence of God in the presence
of brother man. Whether we are
able to rise to these heights of prac-
tical Vedantic life or not, we must
at least be able to realise the true
democratic ideal that we are all equal
partners in the consclous evolution

of a higher order leading to Peace,

Prosperity and Amity amongst man-
kind. No Community Centre, there-
fore, which does not attempt at
placing this ideal before men’s eyes
is worth its name, be it an existing
village or township, be it a newly
created colony, be it a training
ground for community leaders or be
ita Vidya Mandir of the Madras

type.
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India lives in villages. Villages are
peopled by farmers, The farmeris vet to
be convinced that his son would become a
better farmer by attending the Elementary
School for five years. To this end the
Elementary School can be reorganised to
suit the needs of the farmer.

REORGANISATION OF THE RURAL
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL.

The village Elementaryv School will work
in two patterns. The first one will prepare
pupils of standards above the second for
local agricaitural operations. They wiil vo
with thei; parents, or others, to the farm ?n
the mornings and get trained in practical
agriculture and will be accompanied by the
school staff. The Department of Aori-
culture will have good scope to co—ope;ate
with the Elementary School in the new set
up. Pavment to the children individually
or collectivelv for their good work on the
farm need not be discouraged. The choice
of farms and farmers could be made with
care for this purpose keeping in view the
educational objective for a set of children.
In the afternoous thev will attend school to
pick "up functional literacy throuch
agriculture. The syllabus will be recast
and the teachers retrained for the purpose.
Tne son of an artisan mav likewise spend
the morning in his hereditary occupation
instead.

There will often be au open forum on
the rarm or at school when traditional and
modern  knowledge would be pooled
together. Local men of experience and
Departmental experts would as often is
possible participate is these live discussions
attended by children and adults,

Thae sscond type of Elementary School
will be noa-vocational and will it children
for higher studies. Although those of the
first tvpe wiil not be debarred from pro-
secuting higher studies the second tvpe as
sections of the higher standards, will be

there as an interim alteranative to be
gradually worked to extinction with popular
support. Eventually, therctore, there will
exist only one pattern of Klementary
School in a village educating children
through their hereditary occupation and
leaving them fit for further studies at the
end ‘of the course should thev choose to
continue further,

Care should however be taken not to
force such schools anvwhere. First ot al}
publicity should be given to the sclieme in
all villages and the new type of schooi then
organised in places wherefrom an indubi-
table and agreed request for it is made and
where it would wérk. An initial * Go Slow *
policy and bold experimentation would
help perrecting this scheme in the first few
years of its trial,

The following are somc of tie extra
advantages of the scheme :—

(!) Compulsion has a better chance of
rapid expansion and success in poor India.
It would succeed better in a village after
this reform is introduced. )

('{)_The scheme would make a welcome
addition to vartety in the field of Elemen.
tary Education.

(3) The open forums would at once
make a good beginning for the school as a
Community Centre and foster Adult
Education.

(4) By a judicious choice of farms and
farmers, extra expenditure on tools and
plants could be practically eliminated,

(6) It huneeris at allto be banished from
India “GROW MOST FOOD " must be
the motto of our farmers: and maximuin
food producthn could be reached with
Co-operative tarming. This scheme cay
§traxg11tavyay create in the children, the
farmers ot tomorrow, an ardent taste to be
efficient and up to date CO-Operatiye
farmers.

(6) fI‘hjs scheme is in line with Gandhiji’s
euunciation of education through cratt.
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The Mayor Favours Compulsion for
Achieving Adult Literacy.

. Madras City Conference Proceedings,

Inaug
on 6th October

ine the First Madras City Adult Education Conference in Rajaji Hall,
unﬁl;sgl. the Mayor of Madras, Sri Rm. Ramanathan Chettiar, declared :

“Unless Adult Literacy is enforced and made compulsory the efforts of the Govern*

meunt or ARRY ©

ther machinery to enforoe compulsory Elementary Education are bound

to result in failure and perhaps waste of good money."

Conference referred to 8 sub-o:lm-
miTtEeae a plan prepu'ed'by‘ the Madrag C}ty
Adult Education Association for achieving
cent per cent Adult Literacy in the city
within a period of three years. ib .

nference was organised by an

heT§3n§:r the auspices of_the M .a.dn.s Cxt_y
Adult Education Association. Sri S-.Suchr
danandam Pillay, former eruty Director
of Public Instruection, presldgd- Aun allied
Exhibition on Adult Education was held
on both the days of the conference, 6th
and 7th October. The Dapartmentg' of
Agriculture, Grow More Faod, Harijan
Welfare and Women's .Welfsre, and the
Arandale Adult Education Centre, Adysr,
took part in she Exhibition which was
doclared open by Sri P. Sivagnanam,
Alderman, Corporation of Madras‘_ _

Proceedings commenced with singing of
Adult Education songs by some trainees of
the Arundale Adult Educat_lon Centre.
Making a brief statement, Sri K.S. Rama-
swamy Sastri, President of ghe M.a.d.ras
City Adult Education Association, said :

Sri K. S. R. Sastri's Appeal.

Ag the Presideut of the City Adult Edu.
oation Association, under whose auspices
this Conference which is the Sfrst Adult
Education Conference in our city bag been
convened, 1 wish to say that the oity of
Madras has rightly taken the lead in the
matter of the Adult Literacy Drive, be-
cause what the city does today, the rest of
the State will do tomorrow. [t is neces-
gary for us to renlise that freedom frox.n
ignorance is the basic freedom which is
the root of the far famed four ffeedoms
whioh will arrive if at all only in its com-
pany. This mstter has been made very
urgent by the grant of adult suffrage under
the Indian constitution. Mere Elementary
Kducation unsupplemented by Adult Edu-~

cation will not be a complete sucoess. The
Central and the State Governments have
become awakened to & sense of the indig-
pensableness of Adult Education and have
provided funds (though not adequate funda)
for the purpose.

As the number of illiterate adults in our
State runs into many millions, we need
many agepcies to cope with the stupendous
problem of adult illiteracy. In Uttar
Pradesh, there is an attempt to conscript
students for this purpose- The Madras
State is also thinking in that direction.
I personally think that college students
should putin at least six montbhs' work in
the filed of Adult Education before their
winning their degrees or being aliowed %o
enter Government service. Such intelle-
otual conscription is the best way of
applying in practice the slogans ‘ Each
Ope Teach One’ and ‘Mobilise the literate
to teach the illiterate.’

All who teach in Adult Literacy Schools
must be given a brief course of training
in Aduit Education, psychology and
techpique- Every Adult Education School
must become a Community Centre aud must
seek to up lift our rural iife in the main
in all directions. Adult-Literacy must be
completed in two years, and the next eleo-
tion must not be fought on the basis of
gywmbols as this election is to be. But
Adult Boueation aud community life must
continue as welfare work.

The Library Act which has been placed
on the statute hook in our State is another
beneficent path and will prevent the adulte
made literate from lapsing into illiteracy. I
s glad that the endeavour of the City
Adult Education Association has mat with
good response at this Conference. The
South Indian Adult Education Assoociation
is projecting to run mode! Adult Education
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Schools as C ity C h

.38 Community Centres in the to SriA.Thir
metropolis and in th_e muﬁ'fuil. The success Secretary of tll:igsnarc;;?:;nb“d‘m' General
of thxg Confex:enoe 13 an important mile- Conference a great wcence, o ake thia
stone in our literacy drive. I request you build up a fund for the g/l“s'l' '“‘?. help to
all to give both moral and financial support  Eduecation Association naras City Adult

Welcome Speech by Sri T, J. R. Gopal

Welcoming the Delegates and others, Srj T :
Reception Committee, said : » 2r1 2 3R, Gopal, Chairman of the

Sisters and Brothers,—On behalf of the hags thus b inevi
{ticceg:}dontgommntﬁe,and as its Chairman, short Su()gicf,me'f}?:v::s:)ifi; (:‘n aceount of
herec Delegat)ézua a(si t‘ﬁho are assembled sections of our people is that tﬂ:’g“ large
e oo thisnthoe feir's,ta\;I“OSt CO!'d'Ial has bungled and mismanaged olnfgress
Adult Education Co : rst Madras City people were fundamentally literat the

nlerence. can read in newspapers the policvecstgéeey

I hope you would have gone through Mments made by Gove )
the messages and the manifesto publishgd get to know the factgm;;?it 3‘,’,"“,"Sme¥n.
in thehabro‘chure 1ssued by the sponsoring  €onclusions The need and valy (n'.f right
organisarion, tne iladras City Adult gdy- Education cannot therefore g of Adult
catgon :%§§cha§10n_ Tf?e messages expregs ©stimated. - V€ Under.
appreciation of our effort, and emphasi Ica
the nggfi for Adult Education ; a?md tt?g our pe%;ﬁ:‘d 'Is::yhz?,rtwan? the mind of
u;xan‘. ?ﬁt‘i’ gives an idea of the hopes least literacy, and sa i:':h Coaration, at
cAsesggiaet(iozndplans envisaged by the City Governor, Literaoyy’w oure m):rﬂ% (‘)f}our
., But opposition to Adqult e v Lt
Tge ‘fact ]xs, Adult Education propa. ¢Omes from educated indil{"ii,f;,;;;l)rl,,‘fﬁ')rt
ganda is no longer what it was till recent. ©CCUDying high positions and wi Who are
ly, a platltudn!ous aspiration, a pious CONSequently carry undue w _m’:e words
hope, and a cry in the wilderness, Thanks Critic says that in Spite of t(;\'g it One
to the awakening brought abouyt by the the Goverment have been spe de' [act that
deliverance of our motherland from the ©f rupees every year, onllz"?}émg oo

yoke of fureign domination, Adult Educa. ©f the children of per cent

! ] L - school poipe .
tion effort has become a dynamic national 8ttend schools and the renlwaiL'mm" e
objective, and is bound tu bring abouta €Nt do not do so. Therefore nt”!lf ()g pfr
' b ritie

great Revolution. thinks, all our attention should be ¢
Peon.

Why is it so ? The answer i tentrated on making g -
simple. Adult Education is Sngf.a;a?:yd tion a complete sucof?’s\-u:,wfﬂf*:;'{ Educa.
non-communal and non.sectarian, It jg 0€done for Adult Ldyiarioy, iR need
essential for the healthy growth of 25 the success of Elementar n}e%“ much
Government of the people, by the people MUSL eventually obyiate thg »aucation
and for the people. Progress on right Acult tducation, \ye should e Suder
lines is impossible where there is masg th‘e brogress of 'f)lemenfury }:‘ ;m.),t Judye
illiteracy and mass ignorance. Adminjg. W02t had happened in the . u;dtj“m by
tration cannot be eflicient and effective dence days. W are now ap;e. Néepen-
where laws are not understood aright,. : re(\,‘- ip[e(,»ple,

Let me cite but one instance of mass ;V:ulable machinery ang wit}mutshcr':d::e
ignorance which is working havoc. Our leage n;l(}ney. The need of the hour 1";
country is not producing enough grains Jogt i;s-'p . Men who are tired and have
to fzed its vast and growing population, Ol;inio e"; t(;“"k'"g caracity, and who are
The rains are very infrequent and uncer- °°“Vinncide And determined not to be
tain. The problemof bringing vast tracts oo OthWlll not do at all. Education
of land in our country under cultivation of faith er Departments, requires men
cannot be sulved overnight. Rationing visjop. and  fervour, resolution and
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Now, let me analyse the argument of
the critic. He does not want us to bother
about the eighty odd per cent of the exis-
ting adult illiterates and the contribution
to the volume of adult illiteracy that the
65 per cent of non-school going children
would be making eventually. Is it honest
and patriotic, proper and right, for a
Democratic regime to disclaim responsi.
bility for the mental progress and moral
welfare of the millions who are to-day
illiterate and the millions who would be
adding to the volume of adult illiterates? If
the 65 per cent of children of school-going
age who are now staving awag are to be
induced to attend schools and %ail them.
selves of the education offered, you must
seek and secure the co.operation of the
adults. Unless you can make these adults
the bulk of whom areilliterate and ignorant
see the value as well as the need for edu-
cation, they cannot give you the kind of
co-operation you want from them. Adult
Education is therefore necessary to help
Elementary Education make headway and,
what is more important, to prevent relapse
into illiteracy.

Adnit Education is a social responsibility
of the educated and enlightened citizen of
a Democracy; hence it must be tackled by
non-official voluntary effort. This is the
view held and often expressed by Maulana
Abul Kalam Azad, Professor Humayun
Kabir and others. The problem cannot be
golved merely by spending money on a
lavish scale; it can be solved only if and
when every educated person comes to feel
that it is his patriotic duty to make at
least one illiterate adult a literate adult.
It is too vast to be solved by State action
alone; nor can it be tackled successfully
by unofficial effort alone. State action and
unofficial effort should be combined- No
movement can succeed in a Democratic
regime unless it is backed by the authority
of State support and sustained by the spri-
tual dynamo of people’s co-operation. Fro-
paganda is necessary to secure and retain
people’s co-operation, and propaganda to
be fruitful ocan be done well by the unoffj-
cial agency- How State support oan help
and how unofficial propaganda can secure
the co-operation of the people have been
very well demonstrated in South Arocot
District. lo connection with the first
South Indian Adult Education Week celeb-
rated in February 1950 the Government of

2

Madras had issued a circular requisting the
Collectors to sée to the snccessful ocelebra-
ration of the week. Again, early in August
1950, the Government issued an order
stating that the liguidation of illiteracy is
a matter of concern to the administration
as a whole, and in 6very Department, and
not the duty of the officers of the Educa-
tion Department alone. The Government
issued a circular to Collectors also in con-
nection with the Second South Indian
Adult Education Week. The Government,
being a people’s Government, realised the
value of Adult Education to a growing
Democracy, and also recognised the spade
work done by the South Indian Adult Edu-
cation Association during the past 12 yeara.
The parent Association began in a- modest
way, but with a great idea. It had to, and
it did, face and surmoant discouragrments,
handicaps and obstacles. Even Gandhiji
thought that hunger must be attended to
rst and literacy must wait. Unlike the
present day criiics and detractors, Gandhiji
had an open mind, and he was convinced
of the need for Adult Literacy and gave it
the place of honor in his constructive pro-
gramme. The work done by the South
Indtan Adult Education is bearing fruit
to-day in all the Districts of our State,
more especially in South Arcot where
under the direction and guidance of its
Collector President, Mr. H.S. Paul, the
Distriet Committee is maintaining more
than 700 Adult Literacy Centres, with
funds contributed by the people of their
own free will, and 390 officers, big~and
small doing dupervision work. The South
Arcot District Committee ig able to do so
much because Adult Education is desired
and welcomed by the people. The Collec-
tor's authority meant much in days gone
by ; itis no longer the dominant factor in
a District; it may insure starting of Adult
Education Centres, supervision by the
officers of the various Departments of
Government, and even collection of funds,
but it can never insure regular attendance
by vast numbers of adults at Adult Lise-
racy Centres. .

What is possible in South Arcot Distriot
should be at least equally, if not more,
possible in Madras City, the metropolis of
our State, which isa a miniature of all the
Districts. Indeed Madras City offeras better
goope for Adult Education work than any
District; 1t is comparatively rich in



84 ADULT EDUGCATION anmw

resonrces of men and money. It is also
appropriate tnat Madras City should take
up the challenge ; because it is the birth-
lace of the Adult Education effort in
ndia, which is only another name for
mental liberation movement. The first
South Indian Adult Education Conference
was held in Madras, and attended by Dr.
Frank C. Laubach, and the South Indian
Adult Education Association was started
soon after- The Adult Education baby was
brought up in Madras and fed by Missionary
well-wishers, Dr. G.S. Arundale and other
friends of the Theosophical Sooiety. The
Madras City Adult Education Association,
which is only a wing of the South Indian
Adult Education Asgsaciation, has drawwn
up a plan of action for wiping out adult
Illiteracy from the City in about three
years. The plan will be presented to your
deliberation, and 1 commend it heartily.
It is a momentous plan which deserves to
be worked out by every educated and
patriotic Indian.

It is but fitting that this Conference ig
being inaugurated by the first citizen, the
Mayvor of Madras. Sri Rm. Ramanathan
Chettiar is great also because he comes of
a family well~known for its devotion to
culture and education. The Annamalai
University bears testimony to that devo.
tion- Here is an opportunity for the son
to do as well as the father.

I suggest our Mayor inaugurating a
Mayor's Adult Literacy Fund, after the
example of the Mayor of Bombay. The
Mayor’s Adult Literacy Fund, Madras, will
be well subscribed and of great help to the

e ———— [ o

City Association in implementing its plsn
of action to wipe out adylt illiteracy.

It is indeed our good fortune that we
have been able to secure for the President-
ghip of this Conference a great education-
ist and a inan of culture and learning. Sri
S- Sachidanandam Pillay, is one of those
who live the ideals they cherish Under
the direot stewardship of such a persona-

lity, our movement is bound to roake
headway.

We have not \neglected our sisters.
Women have a decisive part to play in the
Literacy and Social Education movemen:ts.
As it has bBen rightly said, every woman
educated ig a primary school estahlished.
We do hope and expect the women of
Madras to do their best in the coming war
againgt adult illiteracy. e have arran-
ged for a Women's Session to be held to:
morrow, to enahle them to discuss among
themselves what they can and will do.

I extend a cordial welcome to friends
vgho have come fro:n Muffasial and parti-
cularly to Sri P.S.Subbian, Joint Secre.
tary, Coimbatore District Adult Education
Committee who is the lifewire for Aduylt
Education movement in Tamilnad and
others who have comea to porticipate in thae
deliberations of the Conference.

In sonclusion ! am thankful for all the
Government Departments and SLAE.A.
for havjng extended their co-operation for
the successful organisation of the Exbihi-
tion. I am also thankful to Mr. M.P. Siva-
goanam for having kindly consented to open
thisExhibition, whose name isan household
namein Tamilnad ag a popular leader.

JAI HIND.

The Mayor Inaugurates the Conference

Requested bv the Chainman of the
Sri RM. Ramanatban Chettiar, inaugurated

Let me exXpress my sinc;_rc thanks to the
Chairman ot tie Receptiion Committee.
Mr. T. J. R.Gopal and the Segre;a_ry,
Mr. Thzrugnansamoa;uham, for their L:md
jnvitation (o ute 10 xll'augu_rate the First
sMadras Ciry Aduit Ea‘.u_‘.atxon. Conference
;his evening and for, h;wmg given me an
opportunity o participate in this fuuction.
Adult Education and Compulsory Elemen-

Reception COlnmiltee, the Mavor of Madras,
the Conference. He said -

tary Hducation have be

country for a pretty long time but on= fears
whether we are exhausting all our energy
with the more talk without taking any
coucrete steps to translate the ideas into
practical action. [ know fullv well that
this is not an occasion jor a talk. Nor does
the subject of Adult Education requires
any elaborate discussion. Time has come

e the talk of the

when the country requires the united and
concerted action of one and all of us and
unless we realise the immediate necessity
of taking advantage of our new position, of
our Independence and freedom and moving
with the times. I for one cannot say where
we ‘will be standing tomorrow and what
the fate of our country will be: .

One of the grave major omissions of the
foreign rule in India for over two centuries
was its complete failure to make India
literate. The British Government did not
want the country to be literate and in the
attempt to keep the major portion of the
population illiterate to enable the smooth
‘rufming of thetr Goverminental machinery,
we have no doubt thev succeeded to the
maximum extent possible:_ Now, after a
[ong and hard struggle which ‘took many
noble lives in its march, our mother country
has at last achieved freedom. India todav
is a free country; she does not owe alle-
giance to anv other uation or countrv,
Though it is more than four vears since she
has attained this status and since she
attained Independence, the common man
still finds that the freedom she has attained
is only in words and is rather merely acaae-
mical. The common man does not find
anv change in his dailv life; he is dis-
appointed 100 much, for the resnits are too
short of his expectations. A politically
dependent country like Japan, after the
pernicious and  disastrous devastation
during the Second World War, has revived
herseif to the fullest extent in spite of the
numerous adversities placed in her wayv,
and today she is in a position to stand on
her own legs, but our mother-country with
vast resources and man-power at her com-
mand, is still in the clutches of the 1mperfla-
listic powers of the West for her food, for
her clothing, for her medical aid ?nd a;ia
matter of fact for every necessity of our lite.
It is not because that we do not have
efficient leaders, sufficient resources, ptr)(l)-
ficient persounel, eminent patriots, capab i
administrators, or anything of that sort, bu
merelv because a pred?mmantlj\:_ ]arge_ per(;
centage of our pOpul‘atIOD are stiil bach_vaﬁ !
in everv aspect of life and more especially
in education and literacy. India isan agr-
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cultural country and a country of villages
and as such her prosperity depends on the
prosperity of her lakhs of villages and
millions of villagers. It is here, in these
viilages and amidst these villagers, that we,
my friends, have to plav our part, that we
have to hestow our full attention, that we
have to strive harder still if we have to
attain our goal. It is here that the rest of
the world wants to see vou working; it is
here where we have to exhibit our talents
and patience and give a lead to other
nations ; it is here that the Father of the
Nation, Mahatma Gandhi, wanted to spend
vour life educating them, improving their
Jot and attending to their well-being, be-
cause he knew much earlier than any of us
that India rose or sank with the rise or
sinking of her viilages. The first and fore-
most of our tasks in the reconstruction of
our village societv is the liquidation of
illiteracy ; the sooner we take up this work,
and put it into execution the better for us,

The Coming Elections.

Within a couple of months the entire
Indian people will go to polls to choose
their representatives required for the run-
ning of the Government. The millions of
India have now the opportunitv and the
freedom to choose their own representatives
for manning the Governmental machinery,
You and I may be able to choose our own
representatives whoin we know will govern
the country well, who will retain the glories
of our motherland, who will enrich the
country by their self-less work, who will
make the country literate, industrious and
prosperous but whom are these millions
and millions of illiterates to choose when
they do mnot know or when they were
hitherto barred from knowing what the
elections are, when they are not educated
and trained to grasp what they are doing
and why should elect representatives. A
little thought on these will dishearten and
unnerve any patriotic citizen, for he knows
that Democracy can succeed onlv when
there is literate and well-informed con-
stituency. An illiterate communitv has
little opportunity of informing itself and
maintaining its moral and spiritual health,
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Economic welfare, co-operation in the
national and commuunity life and apprecia-
tion of culture and civilisation wiil be
severelv bandicapped when the spirit of the
individual caunot be replenished with
knowledge. For tne successiul working of
democracy it 1s, therefore, essential that the
masses shouid be literate, well-informed of
their individual and social responsibilities
and capable of shouldering the heavy bur-
_ den. But what is the fate of our nation? More
- than niuety percent of the population of
the country are iliiterate, Neariv one-third
of the illiterates of the entire world live in
India. While the U.S.A. has one Univer-
sity student among 210 of the peopie, and
the Soviet Russia has oue in 290 India has
one in 2200 which alone will show the pro-
gress of education in our countrv and the
low percentage of literacy prevailing. But
the resources of India are so vast and plenti.
ful that she has absolutelv no reason 1o
get despaired, If she can mobilise her
forces, if entliusiastic aud inspiring men and
women like vou enter into the feld wiih a
firm will and determination to work, we
can withiin a reasonable period tackle and
solve the problem with great satisfaction,
Every individual must realise that illiteracy
ts the public enemv Number One aud unless
everv man and woman understands that
the presentcrving need of the couutry is
not so much of food or clothing, butis to
rouse the conscience af oar people to abiiish
and wipe out tiiis colossal drag on our poli-
tical advauce, we cannot dream to come out
successful from the present chaos, It ishere
that Centres like vours have to plav their
part as Adult Education is the oculy imme.
diate remedy to meet the impending
crisis.

Our State and Central Governments are
fuilv aware of this drawback of the masses
and it is highiv gratifving to note that they
bave taken ub the work iu right earnest
and are bpushing through the wvarious
schemes with great vigour aud enthusiasm.
Adait Education was lert to voluntarv
effort iu the past. But a couple of years
ago our State Goverm;xent drew up an
elaborate scheme to open literacy schools, to
train teachers in Adult Literacy work, to

open Rural Colleges for adultsand to im-
part cutizenship training through various
methods incinding visual education, The
scheme is beiug worked upou during the
last two vears and year after vear the move-
ment to eradicate illiteracy jis paming
momentum and it mav be hoped, if the
same entnusiasm is shown and contintued to
be shown, that the vast majority of our
people would become literate within a few
years. To help tbe movement the Govern-
ment of India are placing grants at the
disposal of the State Government for
extension of the activities. But how much
cau we depend on Government and Govern-
mental agencies for these recoustruction
works 7 It is high time that we realise our
own rospousibility and our own duty to help
ourselves in these directions. It is the right
and responsibility of everv individual of this
free country woshare the duties and burdeul
of the Government and belp them in he
possible ways for the advancement of tals
national progress and wealth. Further it
nas e forrnd from costlv expeiiment in,
the West aud in other parts of the world
that the private organisations and institu-
tions are the best agencies to tackle adult
and compulsory education and other social
problems rather than the Governmental
machineries for the latter are alwavs slow
to move and to get into the groove

Compulsory Elementary ¥ducation may
to some extent solve the literacey problem
of a country faor the futyre genrations but
itis only $00 true that a nation cannot be-
come literate untilAdultLiteracy campaign
reinforces the efforts of compulsory Ele-
mentary Education, for the children are
apt to forget what little thay have studied
in the company and association of their
ignorant illiterate elders. Unless Adalt
Literacy is enforced and made compulsory
the e_ﬂorts of Government or any other
machinery to enforce compulsery ele.
mentary Education are bound to result in
failure and perhaps waste of good money, I
do not mean that we should nos enforce com-
pulsory Klementary Education but what 1
mean is along with Elementary Education,
we muat try to enforce compulsory Adult

Education also when only the desired result
can be achieved.

PR
o adult, if rightly dope. will
Te?hilz%:l;f readi;xg and learning and
beﬁebu?ld up in him a pew faithin his own
wiH to get ahead and will give him
sbility ijon of his future and will

courage snd visi futur and wil
him to cast away ul —
:::szf frustration aod to pour now golf

: t into his own life. 1t is
’°h""§&?gﬁ,ﬁf;d;s want today for India
i‘hi’redominemly AN agrioultura} country
: §m population consists of agriculturists
‘nho have to be armed with courage snd
:isiona for the future if we have ;o pa;s
through the critical times. I feel that ‘ole
best way. perhaps the only way, to help
the Indian illiterate is to help him to help
himself and set him free from ignorance
and he will not peed one per cent. of the
population to protect him from another o:;e
percent. Aduit Education 1Is the only
method that can help us to achjeve

this objeot-

~

« The fundamentdl problem of soecial
science is to find the law according to
which soviety proguves lhe 'state which
succeeds and takes it3 place, so wrote
Marx more than a hundred years ago.
The econvmic organtsation, e_spem.a!ly‘tl?e
means of prodaction and their my.nle(gbh,\p
were conditl ms precedent t_o'sogxc; ’e\;:.
lopment and 1f these cumimqnn' \la,\eto
prevail in the soviety, the s::mgeg_\‘ has to
be literate and weilantormed of s duties
and its rights, To train the socxetvy ws
resjuire a large namber of teache_xi?aatés
schools, But two thirds of the vi hgrs
in ladia have no schoais and no telafe:ate:
We have L0 make millions of agimts i erate
every yerr when O RS illions of

. all.round literacy.

?z?fce:ilgsj we must have at ieasttthofx%sgg?\?
of teactiers. Whenwe du not ge! ’Suxisting
numbers of teachers tven fl.)l' t 1o e()in 3
Eiementary Schouls how afgh\\esgforgthe
get envugh numbers g'f te‘a«.d ere for st
Adult Literacy work. Can we e%ln Japon
the available .teuchers fuﬂhanh e Lhese
millions of illiterates ol Eanft e narion
wait till sofficient numboil’bl 0 :cp clally
trained teachers fu‘r A,d,u t :Itgr oyssib{e

are made avaiable ! Both axellmz forthé
v hoare they LGB };fnzstpanIWg (t)o Jorthe
this work, The oniy guswer 13 ({ G
body.” 1f each hiterate man alnd t\wCh e
this country .could and would tea

one illiterate in 8 year now easily the work

ApuLt EpucatioN Review &

could be done and how éasily we could
achieve our goal !

Organisations like yours have to take
into consideration another object also.
Your aim should not be mere achievement
of AdultLiteracy but should be the promo-
tion of Adult Education and adult culture
which would enrich the human personality
as well as increase the social unity and
industrial productivity and also political
efficiency. But this can be achieved only
if Adult Literacy was universal. and sound
and efficient for then only we can hope to
build upon it the beautiful superstructure
of the new national life, Teaching the -
mere three R’s. does not make the adults
Jiterate, They should be taught the princi.
ples of hygiene, civic sense, the right and
responsibilities of one in Free India be.
sides some training in vocational subjects,
of their own liking. Then only the call
for more production could be met with
and the standards of living could improve
and the cultural level of the people could
rise,

A word to the Adult Education teachers
may not be out of place here. You, the
teachers in the Adult Education field
should try to understand the adult psycho-
fogy. People who would be coming to
your centres would be mostiy workers and
labourers and members of the poor class
society and mapy of them would be dead
tired after their day’s hard work. He
waunld be more interested to have a nap
rather than confine himself for an hour or
t{wa concentrating to your teaching. [tis
for you to make the environements of your
centre arousean interest in him, an interest
for him,to listen to you and learn. He would
like to be treated kindly aud with considera~
tion. He may resent dictatorialmethodg and
ways. You have, therefore, to consider that
you are dealing with an over worked labou-
rer and your main objeot must be to get his
sympathy and make him interested in your
efforts and in his new experiment. You
have to approach him oun an equal footing
and pot with any superiority pompqu.
Through himg you have to make his entire
family interested im your work a{xd then
only the whole unity can be made literate.
Y am sure, you will bear in mind these
facts and get your teachers irained in the

ired tmethods.
deSAs 1 said earlier, I do not want to tglk
much as all of you knew the "rgency with
4 .
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Education Association specially for the encouraged. Of these seven were for men
great city of Madras. It is'very much to be and three for women, in 1949750. Supply
ADULT EDUCATION REVIEW appreciated that though this Association of suitable literature aud equipment was
bt X BN

was started only in January last, it has en(-.olurx:iged,b Fi\g l\gobiléa fUnits]v}Eere
ied to brin nefif { .
P jon of Adult Literacy hasto our infant Republic 1 feel that there is no arrangeg to .convlene a; Cornkfereln:; thoogg?:; f:l;fiporlx toc th; gma:se.: eﬁgd&tvgggcat;}o\;
which the question 0'm o‘:tant a part it has more patriotic work than getting one sglf up an eilective plan of work.
be t?"k]e_‘:]“?geh:v:c}onpal life of any and engaged in Adult Edueation anud the social
to play 1

at with the wholehearted co-operation of Of]ﬁc(:rg b we&reh appointed. The funds
rorkers -wi in the allotted by the Government wi
try and more so in the life of reconstruction of the country. the workers and well-wishers in
every coun

11 also indi-
A pe of Adult Education a reelly good and cate the increasing importance that they
A E ion: | -
Sri P. Sivagnanam’s Speech wo “L’L“ géatnhatmr:fxr é)iety dx:laa;nsetu 0 g’?féﬂ :;te;c::edntt?is{xgﬁ)%o;lidnmlgg?go—%é the igxgguﬁ
- . " follo€ ;" 3 1 was iucreased to Rs. 1.39 lakhg For
. e to other urban areas to emulate. A .
_ - orti nd OXAMR, . ress my thanks to the Adult 1950-51 as much as Rs. 14 lakhs has besn
The Exhibition on Adul%Ed%J_catlon was %:g&aﬁlonnt:?‘x::t‘xm‘::ﬁﬁiiy‘;c‘a“p:“_ g:s:m;‘;’“?)ﬁ§cfals of the Kducation pul)lv:d]ed in tgh?) budget. Against 481 idult
i -9 nam, ) : u 4 . Schools in 194950, we have now 1638 dult
. declared open by Sri Tormorati tical Independence was an end Ly itself, rtment &f the Government and Madras ,
~ Alderman .Of the Madras thze%f(:g?lz?tligg- bu:it wou]?l be inadequate and incomplete g:f;omtion ?cr the valuable f.xelp they have tSchootlsﬁ wxdtl} 241(())28 5“?‘}“’ ](?arner& , The
and a ‘.yp:ga] pr%dcl:aCtofoAdult Education, if it did not fulfil itself in terms of Nocial given me by way of supplying necessary lg:;ng nex:essgi o0 )lasil?'aé(;. r{thwh no
which 8 eeslge‘ d orator in the Tamil Welfare; and Sacial \Welfare Wwas impossi- literature and discussing with n.e the pro- Adglt Brgess: ¥y ! l dl{ N l:ﬂu‘ ow
and B AccomD hed rate J. L. P. Roche- ble without Adult Fducation. Those who blems in the light of their experience. Acult Lducation, including Adult Literacy,
language. The Houn'ble Mr. J. L. P. 00 ]th re staggered by the fancied magnitude of Practically till 1947 the cause of Adult isas mdlspens‘able' as Elementary Edp'c.a- \
Victoria, General Secretary of the Sou Whe blem did not understand it at all. Education did not find much favour in tion for removingignorance, for developing
Indian Adalt hducat19n_'.§ssoclat10n, was»to the a?]:;t who had lived a life and acquired G ugmment and other influential circles. the latent powers in the common man and
have opened the Exhibition, butlhe h;dr:q ;\0?“3 knowledge of the world, and who was th:::r'e were of course the old fashioned for enabling lglm'to strive and 1681:[2 to live
respond to the call °f,d‘1t§, © (S,"W ethe; as conversant as the book-read person with Night Schools mostof which were unable to a successful life iu our modern saciety with
he was chosen, along with His Grace . he words and the general thought gduccany record of Adult Eduveation work its lncreasing complexity so as to achjeve
Archbishop of Bombay, as & re?rg?entatége tte fure of his mother-tongue, could learn p;-‘(:,hioh they could be proud. This wasso the end of harmonious and purposeful
f\{]oml;hg(ia};ﬂ;phcc(lhu;‘;gs “t‘)ei:l’gmh:?d :t 2orur(:,ad and write withina few days and geuuge both the Goverument aud the development of hur}an,pegonality. The
or athoiic Long : ; ;a1 ; lised in a suffi- pressing need for Adult Education in a
Jri i he Mad learnt; an adult blic have not realise ¢ 2 .
Rome. Sri P. Sivagnanam readily agreed ;l:g re:ml:’o;‘;::“‘i’vel; cultivated and g;?::;g;ure the need for Adult Literacy Democracy based on Adult Franchise, and
to fill the vacancy. f his stirring speech, retentive mind. and Social Elucation and the x1eedlfor thattto? 1;1) ak?'tl?‘tt? w}txﬁre owing to enforce~
In the course o 218 4 Sri S S, Avadhanisr  proposed and .jal methods being adopted for tackling ment of Prohibition © masses have more
Sri P- Sivagnanam said: The :ahlle b”‘“d L’h S. Kamaswamy “asiri sceconded the :ge( problem leisure for wuseful activity is now most
] vt g een STl 0. NANIASW cdsbil st e . . : N
urge:cyseffbyAcz;:Lt vidﬁuc{g;xsﬁr;s 1(«)1; voonle  Tormal eloction as Dresidont of th )Con_- readily recognised on all hands,
reco.,,:ld ot learnt ev;n to read and write ference of Sri S. Sachidanandam hlln.h The New Outlook:
:;}:3?1- ?no:her tongue, so that there was no former Deputy Director of Public , . fter the advent of Inde- In a Radio Talk recently given by an
d to plead for Adult Education and the Instruction. . ' But bappily afte itude bas changed Adult Kducation Officer, he has stated that
nee y of the wise men who thought Sri Avadhaniarsaid the organisers of the pendence the whele attitu tral Govern. out of the total population of 55 millions ip
Bt ¢ Adult Education was waste of first City Adalt Education Conference for the better. Both the Cen tbavetaken Madras State roughly taootin ol IB
agdrstmgiflnzot (deserve to be treated seri- deserved to be conzratulnated on the choice ment and th,e Stt.“e go;ﬁrzamrenl:est, and have taken as illiterate. | have not been able
zugly- A Conference meant to promotethe they had mad.e a?{d otn tgeieusccgsgithat ;md up the queds}[wn ;3inggnctiw guidance and to get at authoritative statistics for illite-
Adult Education cause would yield better c)r:ow_ned theu; e.m‘l- .r; -:Cm(:n&“ an been stes l,yntgin various directions In rate adults in Madras City. The total
psychological result if held in cheris anld lella.l Dore l‘n'fiyc?:tci?m pcl;(f)( lrfo;le:g Iﬁxxdei[:r; enc‘?;‘rfgfg fhe Government announced a populatian of the city i% understood to be
: ople ary personi Apri . ; i : 15 lak i -
?}un?isaxxih:ggdrxzsego{);et%te ‘\)z:n;::g;epoef tphe 2ulture which combined the best of the sc‘t);eme for offgnﬁiul?dc%):ld %edutf:lt:)gg :‘i‘;;ﬂlilssgeliit?osn hzgzomg\{tegdt‘ﬁ:t liilicgf
p’:oeple The Adult Education movement ?{rientul Bng(icfci?lem“ ’g::f{:: ogf‘?x?:r?h:f Centre: wrl;;:ied)books in one year and these there are about 10 lakhs of adults,
J n © succes: to read p . : d that out of ti four jakhs may be
nherent strength, and vc(ashence e waso ) . ; tions for two more an at out of these v
had gd"i:t 1ain speed before long,; it was no great moral stature, men who lived what continue his mstru(;ict)h s useful syllabus. taken to be illiterate or somi.l terers Out
?ouna]l-eibraciug and no less fusdamental they had learnt and who practised what years in accord.ul_lgfi special training to the of these anly about ome lakh may be ex-
tissn the movement for political Indepen- they professed Provision for gid";“l; was alio made. In pected to attend Adult Literacy Centres,
: t?ac(:)hezﬁ ()t.;f :ere issued encouraging in  Let us confine our atCent[ixon for d('.ha ma-
: ' Y5 3. : iteracy ent to the promotion of Adult Kducation
President’s Address. B ars the opening of Adult Literacy m , :
various ways th 1 Madras Cit We mnotice that the
’ cted ted with vati Centres. Such .Ce"”fsn?f:éwg,rbn{;eLgﬁ; ’I\?adras Corporaytion took interest in the
i S Sa.chida.nandam lelay, thus e.lecte y wWal greete w1 _ an ovation Bodies were albo'rec R‘ : ce formonths matter as early as 1942. In 1946 it started 1:
Sri . ial chair. Addressing the Conference he said: I thank the id. A Literacy course . s Li C
he took the Presidential chair. i this tunity to take act; poses of aid. d provision made for in poor localities some Literacy Centres
Wheni*ers of this Conference for Ealﬂ%g glvtqn me opportunity to Ve part " was chalked out ana p
organisers ( ble cause of Adult Education. .
once again in the no

issuing certificates after conductingliteracy v:iitht'thetzbjeﬁt gf geﬁchilasdth::efua':‘s
issuing ¢ ¢ A Colleges was adopting the Laubach metho 3
of Rural Colleg
he South Indian Adult earlier years of its labours has been doing test. The opening
1 am happy that t 3R‘Whi0h in gpite of wvaluable pioneering worl_i in this field, hag
fducation é}s?os;at:;c,oumgemem in the assisted in the formation of ap Adalt
lack of suthcte -
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possible. Thereare now 10 such Centres
conducted by the Corporation, besides 11
more Adult Literacy Centres conducted by
private agencies and subsidised by the
Corporation. A course of training instruc-
tors for Adult Literacy Certres was
inauggrated in October 1947. 1In 1949, ten
new Social (Aduolt) Education Centres
were started simultaneously mostly in
slum areas to help literate adults to
improve their general knowledge A
regular syllabus for a conrse of six months
was drawn up and sought to be fallowed
without any rigid adherence to the time-
table. Each Centre worked for four days
in & week. The subjects covered were
language and literature, History of South
Indian culture, civics and Social Science
and Elementary principles of Politics and
Public Administration. When the courses
were over; the outgoing pupils were allow-
ed to attend the Centre as a senior batch
for an another period of six monthsg
" Indoor games and pictorial magazines were
also pressed into service. When gome
students expressed a desire to appear for
the E.S.L C. examination, the Instructors
helped them in their preparation. [tis tg
be noticed also that the Instructors have
been meeting the Adult Education Super.
visor of the Corporation personally to dis-
cuss the monthly returns from their
Centres and the methods for further im-
provement. The  Corporation spent
Rs. 7980 in 1949-50 in the cause of Adult
Education.

But a very disconcerting fact forces
itself on our attention: on 1-10-47 the
total number on rolls was 703, On 1-11-48,
the number rose to 894 (juniors 542 and
seniors 332) but in 1949, it shrank to 627.
Even if we include those adults whom a
few students in our city collegesare trying
to edacate, the total number is not likely
to exceed 1000, whereas the number of
illiterates who may expected to attend
Literacy Schools if properly worked is one
lakh. This is obviously an unsatisfactory
position for us to be in. It is hoped that
all the authorities concerned and the
intelligentsia interested in public welfare
will come together and try to understand
the causes for this setback, and plan for
a steady and solid improvement in this
field, This is indeed the foremost object
of this Conference.

How to tackle the problem.

Before I venture to offer a few
sugzestions for your oonaidemtionm'l.e?:io‘l
quote the following two sentences 'fromme
artxc!e on Adalt Education contributed afn
the Souvenir for the Seventh Aj] j dio
Textile Conference, Bombay. by nS :
S.K Shirodkar who wrote after worki e
on novel lines to promote Adult B ox

X ducation
among a hig looal group of textile workers :
From my last expericnce I am more than

sarisfied that uniess and until a worker iy
convinced that his life /] be more h »Pdy and
prosperous by getiing Iaimself educated, atteme
pts at literacy will not ho o Snceess. A an
readily b:lizv s whatever he soes.' This ia one
pf tl}e most vital points to be steadily kept
in view by the State, the educated publie
and the trained worker interested in the
promotion of iiteracy. [ mav now proceed
to make a fuw sugwestions about the means
to be adopte | to achieve the abave result:
(1) We have to try to disturn by sweet
reasoning the stoic indifference of the ave-
rage nfiult to matters educational and to
create in him an urge for the attainment
of Adult Literacy and Adult Kdncation

(2) Rocrearinnal #0510 < and oipsotions
for education should he provided ip ai)
ample measure, (3) \When a suitable oppor-
tm}lty presents itself, in the future for re-
fizxing qualifications for franchise, literacy
may be included as one, if it can be done
without materially changing the demog-
ratio character of our GGovernmeng ;
Ngedless to say, this insistence ap hteracy.
v;nll spur lakhs of illiterates to become
literates. (4) Very early ateps may be
taken to compel large-seale em;lovers to
mak'e _effective arranvemnents f{or liquidat—
ing illiteracy among tieir emplovees, guch
ag demapdlm: minimum attendence ‘at the
Adult_ Ll_tera_cy or Lducation Centre before
sa_notmmmi: InCrements or bonus or'Tz;rin

prizes and othur tokeng of encouragmucntg‘
:ttllz (t;ho:?)rt[tl)mre?t' thvl’ ‘orporation of Madras'

or Local Radies mav alc

example themsel:(lsq Oi\xinusum:‘"\ a(.;o netan
(5d) Labour Welfare Otﬁwm ;:::: !»e:ﬁ::::xos?
o 3 may .
racv;l::dtggc?:ltyﬁ;gf,é:{”nO“m{ Adnlt Lite-
the emploveny. ‘Tlion a3y woull amonp

Special Women W f
Officers may be agked tq work amon;];:ﬁ

rnen employeeg Whuole ti
8o8, me Instryct
ﬂz:iytgzasr;mx?tig to work at the I.iéecr:;;
clal Kdueation levels and
all the Centres lively and at&ractiv&ke(es‘;

\
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Only speoially trained teachers with
8.8.L.C. as the minimum general eduocatio-
nal qualification may be employed. (7)
As the whole scheme will prove a failure,

. if adults are expected to attend Adult

Education Centres maiunly or solely to
learn three R's, powerful incentives should
be provided by way of recreational facili-
ties, besides the material advantages
already referred to. The Adult Education
teacher and the Supervisor will emphasize
the recreational aspect of these Centres aud
see that literacy and general knowledge are
promoted only indirectlv through the
various attractive meaus o: visual education.
) Wnile the Government and Local
.odies and private agencies may be the
agencies for conducting these ILiteracy and
Social Education Centres, the power to
tramn teachers and to supervise and sanction
transter for teachers may ultimately vest in
Governinent, making provisiou at the same
time for giving and receiving suggestions
from well organised non-officiai bodies
working for thix cauce (9) Guvernment
may be pleased to take steps 10 see that
their most valuable G.O. Ms. No. 2180
Education dated 3rd August 1950 aiming
at very early liquidation of illiteracy in the
S:ate apd laving down the principle that
this “must be the concern of the whole
administration in all s Departments and
not merely the duty of the officials of the
Education Department alone’ is given
effect to in all districts, So faras my
information goes it is only the South Arcot
District that has been giving effect to the
G.O. with cominendable enthusiasm.
There 390 officers belonging to 12 Depart-
ments are working according to plan under
the active lead of the Collector with the
result that as many as 735 Adult Education
Centres are fuuctioning regularly under
adequate supervision and with considerabie
benefit to the illiterate public. Non.offictal
agencies may very well assist this Govern-
mental effort by doing effective propaganda
in their areas to bring in more adults into
the Adult Education Centres and offer
suggestions for inprovement after careful
observation, (10) The present plan which
envisages a three year course of instruction
at the Adult Educa:ion Centres may, for

practical reasons, be reduced to a year or a
year and a halfat the mast. (11) The period
of training for service as teachers in Aduailt
Education Centres may be reduced by some
weeks in the case of the S.S.L.C. holders.
(12) In Madras the minimum remuneration
may be raised to at least Rs. 20,

It remains for me now only to state that
a detailed plan of Adult Education work is
quite necessary for our great oity which
will bring into the Adult Education Centres
thousands of illiterates from all overits vast
area and make them literate and enlightened.
The draft of such a plan of action whose
ambition is to wipe out illiteracy in three
vears has been prepared by the Madras City
Aduit Education Association. I earnestly
request you all to study that plan of action
and give the benefit of your considered
suggestion for improvement when the
Conference meets again to-morrow.

Sri P. S. Subburatnam proposing a vote
of thanks to the President said that his
experience and knowledge of educational
matters would provide excellent guidance
to Adult Educationists in their endeavour
to liquidate adult illiteracy in Madras City.

A playlet on the Woes of an liliterate
was enacted by a group of trainees of the
Arundale Adult Education Centre, Adyar.
It consisted of two parts, one part depicting
the way that an illiterate borrower is usually
cheated and exploited by the village Sowcar
and the other being a narrative by a village
woman, just returned from a city, of what
she saw and wondered at,

Second Day’s Proceedings

The entire body of Delegates converting
itself into the Subjects Committee met in
Rajaji Hall at 11-30 a.m. on Sunday, 7th
October’51  Sri S. Sachidanandam Pillay,
President, took the chair. Sri K, S. Rama-
swamy Sastri and Sri Harisarvothaina Rau
were present. Resolutions that had been
drafted by the Reception Committee of the
Conference were discussed and finalised. .

The main resolution related to the Plan.
of Action prepared by the Madras City Adult
Education Association for wiping out
illiteracy from the city within a period of
three years, and it was discussed threadbare,
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of life. Tbe womeun of India were feeilng
heipiess and hapless because they were not
educated aud could not take care of them-
selves especially when they were abandoued
to thetr fate by sheer misfortune, which was
by no ymeans a rare phenvmenon. Educa-
tiop alone wou:d give thewm a seuse of self-
heip and iift them above despondency.
When a nalf of it was drooping, the nation
couid make 10 progress worth mentioning.
Educated *mothers aiove can create a new
heaithy, pfegressive and vigorons nation.
Contingmg Stimati Radna said @ [( was
incumbent.pu educated women to help their
less fortummte sisters. In the City of Madras,
as in otheyguyban areas, there were many
educated g.v_qmsn.o\f weil-to.do famizes, who
had pieuty of lelsiire which they conld very
well utilise. for teacning iliirsrate women
living peat By. It was their duty 1o co~ope-
rate wi’.h’tﬁ' city Association in the coming
campaign agaiust aduit iileteracy. It was
gratifying to note that the Government were
.giving a-filllip to literacy effort and the
Women's: Welfare  Department was doing
exceilent work iu the matter of infusing mew
“ife in the ioug vegiected women of Iudia.

——

'Sr:mathx Susi.a, B-a-, B.T., of Gopalapuram
Giris High School, Srimar K. Bauvaneswari
of Besunt Mcmoriai High School, Advyar,
and Srimati Rajaramum of Lady Wiliingdon
Traming Coliege addressed  the session,
deaiing with various aspects of the probiem,
the scope for wotk in the City and the ueed
for propaganda

The plenary session  of the Coiaference

began soon  after, Sri Sachidanandam Pillav
presiding.

It was sugges:=d that those who desired to
address the sesston might be allowed to do so,
and after thev had finished the

Resolutions
adopted by the Suhje~ts

Commitize after
thorough discussion m:ght be read out one
by one and udopied. The suggestion was
agreed to. St P8 Subbian, Srt G Harisar-
votkama  Ran Mo Lo . Ricoard,  Sri
Sivagnanam (worker), Paundit Natesan, Sn
T, J. R. Gop+ and Murugesa Bhogavathar
addressed the Cunterence. The foi.owing
Resolutions, read cut hy Sri S, Airavatham,

were put to vote by the President one by one
and carried unanimouslty :

Resolutions Adopted,

1. This Conference places on record its
thanks to the Hon’ble Maulina Abui Kalam
Azad for the message of encouragement
he has sent, and assures him that the
Madras Citv Aduit Education Association
will' do its bestito achieve the objective of
comp'ete Adult Literacy as quicklv as
possible. ]

2 Thnis Conference requests the Governs
ment of Madras to take steps to see that
their alm stated in their G.O. No, 2150,
dated 3rd August, 1950, that iiquidation of
liliteracy must be tite concern of a whole
adwnfistration in ail its Departments and
not the dutv ot th= Offic=rs of the Education
D:pdrrment alone, is carried ont in letter
and spirit in every District of Madras State
as is being done in the South Arcot District.

3. TniscConterence approves: generally
tite alw grd objective of the Plan of Action
prenaredgy the Madras City Adult Educa-
tion Asmpciation, to  Wwibe out  adult
S paceain. the City, and appoints the
loLow AL Rfu-commitiee w_ith power to the
President co-opt, to examine the plan and

take  steps  to nmprove, finahise aud
implement the same; Sri S, Siachidanandam
Pillai, Mrs, R, Ranha, Pandit Natesan
Mr. S. Airavatham, Mr, T. Netlakanum’
Mr. AM. Santva, Mr. P.S. Krishnasw ,
Adult Educauon Officer, Tami]nad, Mr.
Venkataraman, Mr., T, J. R. Goval, My,
V. Veeraraghavan, My, A, ‘
sambanthawm (convener), Ti

ami,

Thirunona.
le f()Howmg
members have been ¢ opted.  The Com-
missioner, Corporation o Madras, My
Meenakshisundatam,  Piofessor Swami-
nathan, Mr, K S. Ramaswam: Sastri, My,
G. Hurisarvothama Rav, Mr. S S, Ava-
dhauiar, Mrs, Panjatham Nardu, Women',
Weltare Offizer “Mr Daniel (Hanjan
“fchar;". Mrs, J‘.Quajamb:i?, Mr. Nichinar
Kmm;‘m Mr. K. Hanmautha Ran, M-
V, Krlxshn:l. Adu Educaton Officer, Cor
poration of Madri, My V. N Sarna M‘r
K. Venkataswany, Nawdu, Stimat I"{djd:
ratnam, Mr, P. Balariman of P.achia
olieze Social Service L
S. Hariharan of the Viv
Social Service Leagne,

pvan
vague and My,
ekanauda Collcge

ADULT EDUCATION REVIEW

. 4. This Conference requests the Govern-
“ tent of Madras, the Corporation of .Ma.dras
Y. ducational institutions and organisations,
smmercial and industrial establishments
nd public! Associations to give their ?0’
operation to the @ity Association in 1ts plan

<for Adult T.iieracy.

5. T'his Conference requests the MAvor o

© Madras to organise a Mavor’s Social Educa.

tion (Adult Literru*y) Fund for financing

the Adult Education Plan formulated by
Jthe Madras Adult Edqucation Association.

6. This Cnivicuce requests the authori-

ties of the Madras University to include

" Adnult Edncation in the svilabus tor the

diploma conrse in Social Studivs.

7. Pais Conference requests the Madras
Citv Asdnit  K-dncation Association to
organise Social Fducation Students camns.

8. This Conference requests the Director
of Public Instruction. Madras, to aliow
joint orsanisation bv Collegesin the Cin
Adn't Tiuncation Camns oore oo Gt
stead of lusisung on ndiviaual cq}}eges
alune doing it 7ro-e o

9. This Conference’requests t.'ne .Goveyx}-
ment of Vodras to expand and give wide
publicitv 1o their scheme of subaiav 1o
anrhars and nabiishers of Aduit Ednea o
Continuation Titeratnrs co toan ARINEN
Of hooks muas ik p pace Willl v e,
10, This Conturence is of oninfon that the
teaching awnd contingency abow . vces pow
beaiv v 100 10 teaclers, fratnest and untra nod
Wortivo su At Iiducation Schoais wre
s veny, and requests thhe Goverent

. 3 N AT I BT '
1O 1y oien o e allowanece to R 200 o

ing contngency o e ST L
trained and to Rs. 15 .(!!1‘.:,.’::11
tinvency of Rs. 5) in the cise o
untrained teachers.

11. Tuis Conference requests the G vern-
Mment of Madras to apDOINL €ither sprciai
D -butv Tuspeciors of Scilools ot sieih otiet
J-Mtabis af‘{cn(‘v as  mav he (\()115%(‘.:{6(1
;’“7“5531'\' 't‘() imspect Adult Education
Crntres,

e

A\
.. 12. This Conference requests the Govern-
Ment of Madras to take steps to prevail
‘upon owners of factories and commercial

sand industrial establishments to set apart at
PSR

T it ol

least one hour every day for educating their
illiterate employees, especially to make
them literate, and appeals to the latter to
encourage the adult illiterates who have
achieved literacy by offering to them bonus,
Sri A. Tirugnanasambantham proposed
a vote of thanks to Sri S. Sachjdggandam
Pillai who by agreeing to preside over the
Conference and cuide its deliberations had”
given much needed strength to the Adult
Education cause ; the Mayer of Madras,
Sri Rm. Ramanathan Chettiar, who by
his bold and fervent advocacy of compul-
sion had given a lead to his compeers in
the business world; to Sri K. S. Rama-
swami Sastri whose enthusiasm was a
source of encouragement and inspiration
to voung workers; to Sri G, Harisar-
vothama Rau, the veteran Adult Educa-
tionist who had done fundamental work
of lasting walue; t» Sri P. Sivagnana
Cirnns v whose oratory was an asset to
the causv; to the South Indian Aduilt
Education Association aud Sri T.J, R,
" Gopal, but for whose ready and generous
heip the Conference could not have been
the oreat success it was; to Sri S. Aira-
vatham who had done quality publicity
work ; and to Sri P. S. Subbian and Mr.
L. C. Richard, Srimati Radha and Srimati.
Rojaratpam, S 8.8, Avadhauiay, P
Natesan and Murugesa Bhagavath
} contrinited o the successesd
Crtereace i Various capacities,

UMARL HeMAMALIL
VERFORMANCE.

kumari Hemnamalini gave a perg
in Dharta Nattvam and AbinaQa
the accompaniment of Padams by he
Kumeri Padn:ind, B.a, Hons, on 30-W
in Viilupuram in aid of the Villupurniim
Tk Alult Fdueation Committee, the
ton'ble Mr. J. L. P. Roche-Victoria,
tienoral Secretary, South Indian Adualg
Education Asgsaciation, presiding. The
,performance, which yielded Rs. 8,000, was
arrspged by Sri A. Venkatesan, Sub~Collec-
tor, Tindivanam, with the co operation of
Sri T.J.R. Gopal, Organising Seoretary,
South Indian Adult Education Assoelstion.

A full report will appear in the next issue
of the ‘Review.’
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Government of India to Publish a Brochure
on Experiments.
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Resd. No.N. M. 5503.
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- Vi

— - We -have received the follow'ng important announcement for
blication, dnd we invite the attention of all

Government of India.
Ministry of Educsation.

New Delhi, Sept. 20, 1957,

To
The Editor,

The Adult Education Review.

Dear Sir,

The Ministry of Education has in hand a
project for bringing out brochures dealing
with significant and promising experiments
carried out in the Primary Schools, Basic
Schoois., Secondary =chools aund Teachiers
Training Coileges in India,

The idea is that wherever any signi-
ficant work of an experimental nature is
being done, whether in Government or pri-
vate institutions, it should be brought to
the notice of other workers in the field.

If such =accounts could be carefully
prepared, edited and published they aresure
to be of great interest ta other workersin
the field and to stimulate progressive
educational thinking and methods in other
gimilar institutions.

I am. therefore, addressing this request
through the courtesy of your journal to all
educational institutions in India, falling
under thesge four categories, and doing any

" kind of valuable experimental work, to

across

educationists to the same -

furnish to this Ministry brief, compact and-
clear acoounts of their experiments.

I trust that Inspecting Officers of
> :

rimary-and Basic Schoola who may come

: this appeal will brisg it to the
notice of likely institutions within their
jurisdiction and arrange accounts of sugh
work forwarded to the Ministry. The State
Governments have already been addressed

in this behalf and have pwﬁsed their full
co-operation.

1nh'ould like to make it clear that the
experiments I have in miand-in this connec.
tion are practical experiments ade by
teachers 1or Loy sy iethods of teaching
of vitalizing the curriculum or improving
standards of efficiency in particuler subjecsy
or organizing svcial tratning and discipline
on new lhiues or introducing other purjose.
ful changes in the schoo! with the ubjeat
of enriching the life and aotivities of the
children. 1 would feel uratefut if these
accounts are sent not later than the end of
November to the followiug address -——

Dr. 5. M. S Chari, Education Officer
Ministry of Education, New Delhi.
Yours faithfuliy,
K. G. Saiyidain
Juint Edvucaiion AdUiscr to the

Govermmuent of India.

.
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