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EDUCATION FOR SILENCE

B. S. MATHUR,
Principal, M. M. H. College, Ghaziabad. (U. P)

ABINDRANATH has a very
fine idea : “In this great world
we ceaselessly pass by the room

where Mother sits. Her store room
is open when we want our \ood, our
bed is ready when we must sleep.
Only that touch and that voice are
wanting. We are moving about,
but never coming closo to the per-
sonal presence, to be held by the

hand ° and greeted: “ You have
come!””

Here is a picture of life itself,

You have a good deal of pleasure

and plenty. You have conditions

that you need for the consummation

of your desires. You have an inside

“and that wants to come out as a full
~and comprehensive whole. But it
cannot come out. Things are there

but you cannot enjoy them. The

- great presence is there but we are
not to feel that. There is nothing

.wrong inherently in us. We have
come from God and we have divinity

residing in us. We can, if we choose

to find that divipity out in our

thoughts, deeds and actions. But

we don’t. The touch is wanting,

We cannot hear: “You have come!”

What a pity? What a dismal
situation ? Thereis something lacking
in our training. Yes, something
particularly lacking in-our education.
And so we are blind in spite of our
eyes. This is our tragedy.

In olden days there was "an
emphasis upon memory work and we
¢ould nof feel and hold the great
Presence. What is today ? We have
a ocampaign for active education.
Life is action. So is 8ducation deem-
ed for -action. There is nothing

JL

wrong there but the thmg that is
wrong is that education is deemed
for action alone. Thers the emphasis
is wrong. In a way, education is for
noise, for excitement. And the result
is vigour accompanied by wars and
their  complications. Life has-
competition: it is a struggle. That
is education today, esséntially. But
that is wrong, Education must be,
firstly, for silence. Silence means
thought and thought will culminate
in & proper action which we all so
urgently desire. This is the solution.
This way we have to look at the pro-
blem of education to avoid any
frustration in spite of our best of
efforts, carried on non-stop.

The ‘Mother is there but she
will not hold us and own us till we
have sharpened our minds to realise -
her. Here Mother might . mean a lot
for us. We have a certain aim in
litfe. That is how we prove our-.
selves superior to animals. That
aim we have to fulfl. But mere
action will not allow us to make a
near approach to that aim, to that
consummation. Success iz our aim. -
It must be preceded by thinking and
planning to result in a proper aeblon
1e&dmg to success. .

This is the task of educatxon.‘ a
Education is a preparation for life.
It need'not. be considered life itself.
There is some drawback there. 1f °
you take education to signify life,
you will naturally fasten up od
action or activity. That might give -
us a partial success but not. the
complete and comprehensive success
which is our aim. Let us enable the -
child to think, dream and visualise .~

) . i y
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for himself.  As he enters upon life
in the world he will have ample
opportunities to be engaged in
activities. But first he must think.
In fact, first, he must dream. l.ef
him be a poet, fired with considemb!e
imagipation. He must oreate his
own wo:ld. Else his personality will
not prosper as it should. If asa
child he is made face to face with
those complications of life that are
to come afterwards he will not bein
a position to evolve his personality.
That will lead to frustration. 1fe
mugt be a free agent. What is the
task of the toachers, then, ono
may ask? They have to work,
_aided by their experience and
imagination, for the creation of a
proper atmosphere of growth for the
child. Our mistake, 1 mean the
mistake of the educators, is that we
try to impose our own world upon
the growing child who naturally
comes to regard life as a greab
prison-house, where his energies,
instead of obtaining a free expression,
are regimented. And little wonder,
after these years of education, thore
is no escape from fx-usbr{xtion'f:or: the

rowing child, This is life. This 13
education that we are giving to our
children.

Why not stop now? Wo had
enough of regimentation. venough of
lack-lustre periods in our schools
and colleges. Let us think in terms
'of an atmosphere.

How beautifully Rabindranath sings:

Wherethe miad is without fear and
the head i§’'held high .

. Where knowledye is free ;
Where the world has not been broken

up into fragmeuts by narrow do-

mestio walls ;
Where words come out from the depth

of truth ; . -
Where tireless striving stretches its

arms towards perfection ;
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Where tho clear atroam of reason has
not lost its way into the dreary

desort sand of doad habit :
Where the mind is led forward by
Thee into ever.-wilening thought

and action — A
Iotn that haven of freedom, my

Kather, lot my country awake,

What an carnest prayer! The
and penetrating. ldu-
leand to full and free
and imagination so
othing but freedom
There is a good
m in the world. It
must go. Knowledge must be free,
running  after perfection, running
out, indeed to meet Him and seo
tHim in all. That way lies perpetual

peace and joy.
Silence is urgen

thing is clear
cation must .
flowing of reason
that mind feels n
to think and aet.
deal of superstitic

tly needed. Isit
not golden ¢ It will lead to gold.
Our perfection, our divinity, that is
inside us, will come out as a reaction
to silence, accompanied by con-
templation. Let us have a quiet sort
of education, where students are
making their own way: of course,
they have to_be helped by us. Let
us think of that atwosphere of
granquillity and :not of noise and
bustle which we teel topday in our
schools and colleges. Let them have
a place to- sit quictly. Let them
develop the library-habit.

All this requires imagination on
the part of the head. In all schools
and colleges, it must be, therefore,
essential to have good libraries and
still better reading-rooms. As one
from ouwe school to another
one sadly feel the absence of good
reading Toom arrangements. These
schools and colleges might have
facilities for games and sports. But
nothing for .the mind and iwagina-
tion. This is a great tragedy. Let
us think. Let us enable our students
to think and dream and wlew T
thae- v~

passes

THE CONSTITUTICN OF INDIA~

Prof, S, HANUMANTHA RAO, M. A, L.T.

HE Constitution of Tndia, for-

i mally inasugurated on the 26th

Janaruy 1951, is an epochmaking
event in the history of our country.

A dependency of a foreign power,

antil the 15th August, 1947, its
frame of government, determined
by an Act of the British Parliament
- to achieve independence by nou-
violence and create a Democratic
constitution for this vast sub-conti
nent is an event whose significance
in the history of the world, time
alone will testify. More than three
years ago, on the 9 th of December
1948, the Constituent Assembly met
for the first time to frame a consti-
tution, for independent India. Two
days later on the 11th December,
Dr. Rajendra prasad was elected
. President of the  Constituent
< Assembly and two great speeches
were made by two towering persona-
lities, Dr. Radhakrishnan and- Sir
N. Gopalaswami Ayyangar, declar-
ing that the Constituent Assembly
was sovereign in every sense of the
term and that the constitution that
it was going to frame will establish
political, economic and social free-
dom for the people of this country.
Two days after, Pandit Nehru
moved his famous resolution on the
declaration of objectives, emphasis-
ing the main principles, that are now
embodied in the Preamble of the new
Constitution. He emphasised two
points, The first was that India
shall be a Sovereign Demacratio
Republic. That general principle

~ did not preclude a monarchiacal

form of government in some of the
states, provided there is complete
freedom and responsible government
in those states and the people were
really in charge. The second poiat

was that just as Eire was a Republic
and yet in many ways a member of
the British Commonwealth, he asked
the framers of the constitution to
bear in mind the larger international
aspect, of making friends with all
countries, even with England, in
spite of the long history of conflict

in the pact. S

This resolution was not passed
in a hurry. After prolonged disouss-
jon it was finally' adopted on 22nd:
January 1947 and it is the basis of
not only the Preamble but ,also the.
fundamentals and the directives of
our Constitution. The preamble
of the Constitution of India runs as
follows: We, the people of India,
Jhaving solemnly resolved to consti-
tute India into a Sovereign Demo-
cratic Republic and to secure to. all
its citizens Justice—Social, Econo-:
mic and political; Liberty of
thought, expression, belief, faith-
and “worship; equality of Status
and of opportunity.; and to promote
among them all fraternity assuring
the dignity of the Individual and the.
unity of the Nation—In our consti-:
tuent Assembly this 26th day of
November 1949, do hereby adopt, :
enact and give to ourselves this
Constitution.” i

These words clearly affirm thag, -
the source of power for the new.
Constitution is in the people. It -i§-.
no longer in the British Parliament,
We stand for demoratic methods and. -
not for totalitarian methods. The.
purpose of the state, we are-consti-
tuting is not merely the negative
function of preventing hindrances to
good life but of providing positive

-means of promoting good life, thus-.
seouring justice. Political democracps ,,
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organisation of the Panchayats and
cannot function in the absense of

Jjovern- the Government of-
Tnion but also on t}‘m Gov e recommended to implementa-
No citizen shall be denied ndmiss?on ?:;1}02 })f all S@ates, All;t- fiin?efntﬂ:)f Hyderabed,hthe ?i)ﬁ:ii I%I;mh&y“
social equality and one of the most into any  educational institution Constitution gives the akre laws to tion of %ho enunciation of funda-
essential features of the new Consti- maintained by the State or receiving the Union power to mg to punish Scheme. - hzs justiciable or non- .
: tution is the abolition of all kinds of aidout of State funds on grounds enforce these r%gth anthem The menhtgl ng ;’coustitution» is by.
~ Booial discrimination, only of religion, race, caste, language persons infringing hall h'ave no justiciable in " anteo for their proper.
i . or any of them.” “Art. 30 reads, Legislatures of States sha itself, notagﬂ'?'he quest for Liberty,
Part U1 of our constitution “All minorities, whether based on ower to interfere. . observance. T entare and the
- dealing  with PFundamental Rights religion or language, shall have the o jectives laid down 10 44 ap endless ady stice. balanced
“¥ contains the most elaborate Decla- . right to establish and administer The Ob]?"é solation and sum-  ooeqahlishment of ju !
Eation oquumanIRights ye}t frame(} educational -institutions of theiy Pandit Nehru's e
any State. It is a charter o s mp , i
sgcial yfreedom. Art. 17, abolishes choice. The State shall not, in

i i ternity is even &
mbodied equality and fra
! insti i ther than those e
ting aid to educational institu- neiples o
untouchability and forbids its prac- granting

is not

A A ) nture. It is no

pr - the Constitution. ,,,.e difficult. adve dventure. It is
tions, diseriminato against any in Part 4II of-t 3, cussion, the merely a political adVv
1 3 \ ‘ Sy SRR ¢ C <« * v . - . lS.
tice in any form. Art. 15 declares elducational institution on the ground After considerable
that no citizen shall on grounds only that it
of religion, race, caste, sex or any

ial and economic
€ . ously a socia
tituent Assembly came tO the  gimultaneously
i8  under the management Consti
disabiig s of a minority whether based on
any disability, religion or languages.”
to access to shops,
public restaurants, hotels

of them be subject to

: venture is
it is not desirable 10 a4genture and if that ad
i

with regard

ines pointed
conclusion that 11 justiciable. They o be made along the lines p

‘ he Father of _the .Nav‘tionﬂ,
d plac While recognising the Right of shall not; tl;]eé ;lilegilgﬁeszShe?;n f’%%)g’ gu; ::)t',}i’(i;;wig;a tbzduﬁzxnsozxi)etyt__};s “
of public entertainment o?uthlz,&;zz Ireedom of Cor%scieng_e .and the rigzht Sgggftggless fuﬂgaifxﬁy.m The); g;;:;ﬁﬁ; if our gae;;igex(;lg;;qoi):] lsﬂtlg
:))£ gsgi,c ;‘2:(1){55, I.OZ(:: 2;ng[‘0ph]iabciiss E%P};aﬁl:iglz%nlfggélO;l,)ﬂ:)gli%)%fé}gzctui:; gﬁgsfganrz)ct’ebgfcotmidered o precepts essent.: L, if onr
zﬁﬁi ;?Ifﬁ?gafgrge;%gfs’fo beggar and ate established by the Constitu-

: itics  Preamble.
ims, a8 gome cri
reed labour. tion of India. - As tho State is a or copyboolk max

d. No. ministry responsible The Preamble, the Funda-
. S . rved.. .
This achievement of socig] freedom secular institution, no religious ins- - obae

le
to the legislature and to the peop
in our country, we owe to the truction shall be provided in any
Father of Our Nation who dedicated

the Directives cover
d te ignore light-heartedllly Ln,ﬁ!;t?}is 033 if the 251 p réntlz(:it%a;ig:;
educational institution wholly main- :ﬁg ;,f.i,o:isions ‘of this p&"ItVOfSt;t: of the Copshtutlﬁfl- '1;:: ognstitubiqn
himself to the removal of the curse tained out of State funds. So far Constitution, viz.- Pat_‘t inles are of India is t(;le Tlllgegconstﬂ,ution of -
of untouchability and declared that as private institutions are concerned, Directives. 'l‘hest.a .prmclgid down in the 'worlt- tes of America includ-
Swaraj was meaningless if we desire religious instruction may be given, gimilar to the prmclples an Rights the Unlt?d S ’]"0 amendments covers
to keep a fifth of India under per- provided it is not made compulsory, * by the Declaration of Hm‘:;m United ing the f;rst_ ted pages. The German
petual subjection anpg deliberately The Right to Liberty is guaran- b§ the Organiz.athﬂ 9: to promote barelx lzt'g;l?)folfﬁ*): was considered
clture, 110 o mational ' “AgtE S ity e gvoran e R S e
Right to Freedom of Speech, of gocial pl‘f)gr‘;siuer freedom and to ti;' st World war. It covers o fp our |
The principle of equality is most, Assembly: Art, 21 protects life and of life Tole:agce and live toget’he; 'szxe extraordinary lleng(tll‘lle (:0' the
unequivocally enunciated with regard Dersonal l}nerty. . mcmee The whole scheme d9n Constitution 18 P‘“tdy artly due to
to cultural and educationa] rights, The Right to Property is re- in pﬁ?:n'phi]osophy is embodl_llfl :,e legacy of our past ant'fution-maker?"
in Arts. 29 and 30, When these two cognised by Art. 31, which declares (iandhi the organization of vi aJc’f the desire of our constl AN
articles were under discussion, Dr. that no person shall be deprived of it, from to the promotion 0
Ambedkar, the Chairman of the his property save by
Drafting Committee,

el
ive the general ow

18 . ot merely to g rganisation

haticans o pert authority of %’grec;?;?onal peace and security. ﬁnes Oé' g}:’vezz?;iﬂ?lst:tgs\ but to
émphatically Law and affer Payment of compensgg- " . e ro- the Centre i

declared that the rights of Minori- tion. All these Fundament Ri . nsticiability of these P of

ties should be absolute Righta. ~ gy Lomgen .t 1 ot ntagate

165 should be absolute Rights. e included in Part

ought to do what is

. . h of detail as
" Non-j cortain amount of 4oa1 with as mue

. . 1 are not intended visions gives &

right in our to be mere precepts. They are .
judgment, he said. A '

. : ssible friction
in their application tO Posmblé t(}:.a\;mde pe : ‘
o . flexibility d to different g4 4 later time. L
rt. 29, states justiciable, That is to gp , the : nt states and eforms overnment provi
‘Any sectiqn of the citizens residing  citizen has the light by Art.y 32 of d~lgf:§ions. The Agra’rlg’nwﬁich has The form of g
in the territory of India or any part the Constitution 4o move the b mmittee of Hyderabad,
there of having a distinct language, Supreme Court § Co
seript or culture of

its own shall

ia i Consti-
rt, has ded for India in the new g
i report,
or the enforcement e vep
erve the same,

i ion i e Federal Parlia*
tly submitted 18 for the tution is that of the ]
nd these rights are re?en (51’ to the  Directive I0
' erre .
on the government re

of these rightg 5
have the right to cong I ¢

binding not only
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glentary type. That is to say, India
oes not follow the United Stafos
method of making the Exe‘(-tatl'es
}n?lei)endent of the Legislaturle1 ‘1\]’9
Coan?xgs the method adopted' ng
Ce ld a and Australia, of placing the

al Executive . authority, in a

Ministry res 3
~ lature. ponsible to the Legis-

The Government, ia

of 1935 provided for aolgedI;c&]llld‘ fA'Ch
of government for India but t(ilm
part of the Act never came nte
operation. When the Conétit\into
Assembly met in December 1946 entl
even when the Indian [ndepend o,
Act was passed in 1947, there ;nce
doub.ters not only in England lere
alsg in this country, who ;efu jl "
believe that the five hundred asr;ncl( N
states of 1647 would agree t(() Ot?d
position .in which they sre tod; v
What was considered ap U(t) A
three or four years ago has Opmj
become a reality—due tg the wi (1110“'
and statesmanship shown bls W
concerned. There will be the ys "
forn} of government, that of atnae
pa.rhame_ntary type, in all th 3
states, included in the first s
s‘chedules. Nine states in th ‘tWO
bchefiule correspond to thee 1f\T]'rStj
Iérow.nces, except that the Ce il
rovinces and Berar, wil] be kntral
as Madh_ya Pradesh and th " hing
States in Schedule B wPll " e
gyderabad, Jammu ané K; h 'be
igIadhya. B%mrt, Mysore, Patialz and
ast Punjab States Union e
sthag, Sauraghtra, Tray e
Cochin and Vindhya Pradeshamore-

One of the ti \
f?deralism is :rslsel;;::)loizttures. qf
- sion of powers between the eﬂ‘ ddm‘
- Government and the state va:ﬁil
Defence,  Foreign Ari;;?i;ng ¥
other matters of national ing o
are exelusxvely given to the %iﬁgi\t

O i g
v-ordination hetw

4 ers, rolati

‘F'iwp“(z)\:‘ers, 1'<31atmg to Criminal Law

o 1es, Trade Uniong, cte. un:

pla thccs(')tncturrent.l.y in the Unioxi

a publj;- a gs. 66 powers, relating
order, police, educatit)n::

ete., are exclusi
o < xclus .
States. Ively given to the

A ) .
have thst‘?te like Hyderabad, will
aave th tsx,an‘m powers of legislation
powe”a e !11{0 Madras. Residuar
pos Srbb tfu'e, in the centre and not i}\:
otates. That is ¢} )
th 1 Canadi
Ceerttt;ci)g 3:1(1 not the U. S, .meth::in
ergency pow i iven

{o . the B‘edzml T el £V
eaisl:

gislate on any matter in the State

List, ¢

85, %0 meet witl

: 1

contingencies. any unforescen

Goveﬁgg}ther _problem in  Federal
Foqorn eft is how to enforce
fogera Staw in a State, Inp thz
fodors S ates, a separate get of
fe t{]e Clela_ls exist for this purpos
wor'e & c;ntment ofr Europe, tli;
o federn] rusted to State Officialg
al  government retaining’

wide pPowers of
su 181 .
cheaper method, pervision. It is the

o x otween the Unio
States. * The Constib?x'tzgg

empowers the Pregi

emp resident to

bo i}bna‘te Officers the adminia(ta;rr‘z::Emb
100 powers in the Stateg o0

To promote

co-ordinati
ween states, inter- Ination bet.-

e state councj
ha(;(;uraged_. At Present, somellSstaztt:re
v fi{)ecm]. privileges. The A
Force: iy < disappear. Thé Ayrnvxw:il
At n dtates shall form part p
Graduaﬁm Forces of the U ?Of
o estab]y’ complete freg trad il
1shed in the Unjon ° “:111

Another important
A c i i
z}fai;eodferfﬁ constitutionI;:I:;l?:’:imt'w
ey of U e Cpurts. The devellne.
ot of t e United Stateg Const'(ép-
tion, mlpg the last 160 years 1hw
alaly due to judicial inta&r’s

Parliament to -

It also promotes -

THE CONSTITUTION OF INDIA ' 4

pretation. The Counstitution of India
sives the Supreme Court of India
wider powers than the hightst court
in any known federation, iucluding
the Supreme Court of the United
States of America. An appeal lies to
the Supreme Court [rom any High
Court in India. The law declared by
the Supreme Court shall be binding
on all courts within the territory of
India. The Chief Justice and the
Judges of the Supreme Clourt are
a,ppointed by the President. Also,
the Chief Justice of the High Courts
of the State is appointed by the
President. All proceedings in the
Supreme Court and in every High
Court shall be in the English
Language, until Parliament by law
otherwise provides The Governor
or Rajpramukh, with the previous
consent of the President may autho-
rise the use of any other language,
provided, the judgment decree or
order is passed in the English Lan-
guage. The Supreme Court will "be
called upon to deal with disputes
arising out of interpretation of the

Constitution. The preservation of .

[ndividual Rights and State Rights
depends upon the independence and
integrity of the judiciary. The
Sapreme Court and its judges in the

United States have played an impor-,

tant part in adjusting from time to
time, the relations bstween the indi-
vidual and the State, the individual
and the Union and the state and the
Union. The successful working of
Federal institutions requires a 8pirit
of legalism, a general willingness
to abide by the decision of the
courts. To encourage that spirit,
the Judges must possess a great
repusation for knowledge of the law
and for the capacity to rise above
the assaults of opportunism, expe-
djency and party. The Indian
Judges have established a peputation
for integrity, Which should enable

them to play an important part,
working the Constitution, to achieve

national unity.

The third characteristic of a
Federal Constitution is the supre-
macy of the Constitution. Tt is
placed beyond the - possibility of

change by the ordinary legislature. ..

The constitution makers of the
United States of America made it &
very difficult process.
tution-makers have made it more
pasy. The ordinary method will be

ipitiation and ratification by & two« - :
thirds majority of the Union legis-

lature but in certain matters, 1In
which the interests of the States are
specially involved, the amendments.
also require ratification by the legis~
latures of not less than one half of

the States.

Our Consti- 3

P e

Phere are & few other points
that deserve notice, Part I[ of the

(oustitution creates a si

some O

race. In doing so, it conforms to the
Democratic principle, follwed in the

Anglosaxon System of Jurisprudence. _ -

The Head of the Union Ezeous ..
tive, the President, is vested with -
all executive powers, including thé
e Command of the Defense .

Suprem
Forces. He is elccted by an electoral
college,

members of both Houses of Parlias

ment and the electtd members of =

ngle citizen- . -
ship of India. This is in advance of
f the federal constitutions -
and is intended to promote upity. .
It also makes citizenship dependent -
on birth or residence and not on .

consisting of ~the elected -

o

the legislative assemblies of the ..

States. He holds office for five years

and is eligible for re-election. For .

eut, he must be a

election as, Presid
not less than 33

citizen of India,
gears of age, an ‘
tion as a member of the House of

the People.

d qualified for elec.-

'S
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.The present arrangements are
provisional The next general elec-
tions, both for the Union Legislature
and the State legislatures, will be
held oo the basis of adult suffrage
apd joint electorates, with reserva-
tion of seats for scheduled castes
and scheduled tribes, which reser-
vation will cease after 10 years.
This is a great advance in political
democracy. Doubts have been ex-
pressed about the wisdom of grant-
ing adult suffrage, at one stage. But
if the scheme of Basic Education
and village panchayats is imple-
fnente.d and there is character and
integrity among the candidates, who
are expected to follow the principles
laxd- down by the Father of tho
Nation, dangerous consequences
are not likely to follow and the
emergency provisions in the Consti-
tution are a sufficient protection to
meet with any untoward contingency
in any State. ~

There are pine articles in the
Constitution on official language. In
the battle of languages that has
been going on, it is

- analyse clearly the contents of the

-

~in 'the State or

Constitution. Art. 343 declares that
the official language of the Union
shall be Hindi in Devanagari seript
but for a period of 15 years, the
English language will continue to be
used. Art. 345 empowers the legis-
lature of any State to adopt one or
more -of the languages in use
Hindi as the
language or languages to be used
in the State. By Art. 346 the
language for the time authorised for
use in the Union for official purposes
ghall be the official language for

 communication between States or

between State and Union. Art 347
atates that on a demand being made
in that behalf, the President may,
if he is satisfied that a substantial

pdrtibn of the population of a State

essential to

desire the use  of any language
o
spoken by them to be recognised by

that State dircct that such language

shall also be officially recognised
throughout that State or auyn part
thereof for such purpose as he m'ay
specify. All acts of the State
Parliament  and all  Ordinances
passed by Rajpramukhs, shall be in
the English language or if any other
lgnggage I3 at present in use, an
I‘Jngl_xsh translation  should  be
}))ubh.shed in the official gazette. The
lresuier)t is empowered to appoint
& commussion after 5 years (and 10
years) to make recommendations, for
the progressive use of the Hindi
language for official purposes, with
dqe regard to the claims of the non-
Hll:)dl speaking areas and the indu-
strial, cultural and scientitic advance-
ment of India. These recommendla-
tions will be examined by a com-
mittee of Parliament and a report
will be submitted to the Presidle)mt

]Untll then, no legislation relating t0
anguage should be made, without

the previ i
dentlc.) lous sanction of the Presi-

" Art. 351 contains a special direc
ix{yed'for the davelopmlc-)znt of the
dm i Language. “It shall be the
uty of the Union to promote the
spread of the Hindi language, to
develop it so that it may serve asa
medium of expression for al} the
§lerpe11ts of the composite culture of
Bndla, and to secure its enrichment
y essimilating without interferin
with its genius the forms 8t l%
and experssion used in Hindu’-sthn'
and in the other languages 0;'
India, specified in the -Englihs
Schedule and by drawing, wherever
necessary  or desirable, for i
vocabulary, primarily on Sanskri:
and secondarily on other languages™
The eight schedule gives a lisgb ot.'
:}4 langt.mge.s: Assamese, Bengal;
*ujerati, Hindj, Kannada, Kashrﬁiril’

THE CONSTITUTION OF INDIA I1

Malayalam, Marathi, Oriya, Punjabi,
Janskrit, Telugu, and Urdu.

The American Constitution was
based on a series of agreements and
compromises. When a student of
politics finds time to go through the
proceedings of the plenary meetings
of the Constituent. Assembly and the
meetings of the several committees,
he will be able to realise how much
of agreement and how much of com-
promise entered into the Consti-
‘tution of India, The makers of the
Indian Canstitution were _ not
amateurs in constitution making nor
were they only politicians. Apart
from the towering personalities of
the Prime Minister and the Deputy
Prime Minister and the President of
the Constituent Assembly, there
were members of the Civil Service,
vipe in age and wisdom, of varied
experience in Indian Provinces, in
Indian States, with an intimate
} knowledge of the common man from

Jammu and Kashmir to Cape com-
orin, there were eminent lawyers
and jurists, who did not belong to
any party and who did not hesitate
to say that the addition of a single
word in a particular clause, may
serve a political purpose but will not
make good law.

One of the first lessons, we have

A

That justice can be realised by the
abandonment of all forms of hatred
and greed and by substituting love
for hatred, was the teaching of the
greatest man of peace in modern
times — Mahatma Gandhi. That was
also the teaching of the greatest
personality that India produced in
Ancient times, the great Buddha of
the 6 th Century B. C., when Buddha
became enlightened and = delivered
his first sermon, he is said to have
first turned the wheel of the law
“The Dharma Chakra” and set
justice rolling. The great Kmperor

Asoka construoted pillars  pro-
claiming  forever  the  setting
up of justice over the four

quarters of the globe. The picture

on the cover of the Constitution of
India, symbolically represents the

proclamation to the four quarters

of the globe of the principles of jus-'
tice that we are setting in motion

by the proclamation of our Consti- -
tution, The four lions represent '
the four quarters of the globe, Below
this Dharma Chakra is the mottos
adopted by the Constitution of
India that “Truth alone triumphs,”
written in Devanagari Soript and.
the Sanskrit language ‘Satysmeva
Jayate.” These are_old values of . .
life, once again illustrated in &
challenging manner by one who
has lived and moved amongst us,

learnt as students of political science# placing truth and non-violemce as-

was that constitutions are not ma.d_e,
that constitutions grow. Another

olitical maxim was that the form
of the Constitution may be one thing,

the spirit another. The growth of

our new Indian Constitution, accord-
ing to the ideals, presented in the
preamble, depends upon the new
way of life that our men and women
will be capable of adoptipg now. But
is it not an entirely new way of life?

Our old way of life was not based
on soocial selfishness or economic
gelfishness or political selfishness.

the highest law in the relations
between human being and human
being. ‘ Lo T

To quote Dr. Rajendra Prasad, -
“Let us not forget that Mahatma
Gandhi's teaching has eternal valie
and was not intended only for jhe
period of stress and struggle but.
has as much autbority and value
to-day as it ever had before”...India
needs to-day nothing more than ‘a -
set of honest men w%m' will have the



Factory System Versus Domestic
System of Schools

R.'M. THAKUR,
Publicity Officer, Gurukula University, Kangri

HE alm of this brief article is to
discuss whether the Gurukula
System of Education had any
g.dva,ntf;\ges to its credit and whet,hebr
its r.eVWu,l, at least to the extent
possible under the present altered

environments and cire i
nme umstances, w
be desirable. il

The Schools of ancient Bharat
were  Gurukulas or Preceptors’
Homes—where the pupils’ aptitudes
and tendencies could be “testeé
through nabits of service, devotion
qqd self-sacrifice,” and his capacitie“s
might be * developed as artisan
qler.k, nurse, scholar, organiser edu-
cationist and what not.” In such
ipstitutions “can be supplied those
educational forces, here can be
created that environment and atmo-
ghere which are adjusted to the
inner cravings of the soul and can
evoke the real spirit of self-control
and renunciation.” “Tt is under these
circumstances of life and work” that
tl-xe pupil’s “ideals can be moulded
his mission can be determined and
campaign of work fixed in a manner

Continued fiom preceding page

interests of the country be
men who will not sacri?ice f(‘;;iaﬂil:g;:
rests of the country at large f'or
the sake of smaller groups ’ and
- areas init and who will rise over
the prejudices which are horn of
;;hes]e diff‘ererllces. ” And these words
CBp equally to { i
Ingia,yto.day,«;* every State in

E e
% A leoture delivered at. the R
o H L0 B red av, otar i
. Hyderabad en 25, 26 Janusry, lgslslem &

than which nothing can  be more
ps'ychologicz\l, more rational, more
scientific.” For “the life or soul of
an image, the vital principle of &
work of art, the “ design ’, ¢ plan’ and
other essential elements of a drams
cannot come through many hands.
(11'0 is the patience, perseverances
evotion and sadhana of an indivi-
dual that can impart life an
purpose to artistic performances an
cast thsm into a definite and distinct
mou}@. Sq also “the ideal that the
pupil is to cherish, the thoughts that
;x,'re tvo be his lite blood, the convic-
ions that are to mould his life’s
work and tho principles that should
regulate his conduct cannot be

ilmparte to him through official
ecrees or collective efforts.”

. No .Umversities and Educational
nstitutions  therefore,  whether
examining or teaching, residential or
fegiergx], that are founded on the
principles of the “Factory System’
with efforts directed towards * pro-
d}lllctlon ou a large scale”—and with
;Ie huge paraphernalia of Faculties,
ostel-Superintendents, Progreas
E’ueports Recorders and Seminars
tﬁzn make adequate provision for
: veeds of the spirit and the
urtih’?ranc(_: of the interests of the
:out. It is only tho pedagogic
ystem based on the patriarchal
principle of training through life and
work under the direct influence of a
single preceptor which has been
Eﬁuid the ¥ “Domestic System”™—
o soul" hat communion from soul
‘ and meeting of heart to
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heart, that relationship of reverence
and affection, that joy of human as-
gociations which is the necessary
pre-condition for the growth of per-
gonal responsibility and mutual
appreciation. ”’

Cultural Pilgrimages

Not without reason were the
great Universities of Bharat built in
forests and other beautiful spots of
Nature. Some of the great centres
of culture were also built in places
invested with association of Nature.
The ancient asramas were open air
schools. I am afraid most of our
schools to-day are artificial things.
They are not inspired by the ideal
Sangha. Sangha is direct contact,
In a very-real sense, a teacher must
not teach. He must follow the
method of suggestion. He must tell
his pupils:—Go  to Nature; learn
from life. A teacher should bring
his pupils in touch with Nature. But
to.day books, “scraps of paper”,
withered leaves, have become your
teachers. That is why so many are
unpatriotic. That is why so many
have developed a cult of cleverness
which, if left unchecked, will be the
ruin of Bharat. That is why the
pure institutions of the soul remain
dormant, undeveloped in so many of

. us. A child must not be treated as a

machine. A child is as a flower and
must grow as a part of Nature.”
Excursions have a great value. They
teach more than many text-books.
I would humbly suggest to the
schools and. colleges to organise
poriodic excursions to all the impor-
tant places of free Bharat. Such
excursions I call cultural pilgrimages.
Let students have daily communion
with Nature. Their open hearts will
hear Nature’s messages,—of peace
and strength. For at the heart of
Nature is Peace,—the Peace of

Strength,—while man spends his life
so oft in strife or canflict.

Ancient Indian Education

One of the features of ancient
Indian Education lay in the students
living under the roof of their pre-
ceptor. This accounts for the student
being called Anthevasin, meaning
thereby that he is one who stays
close to his teachers, i.e. under his
roof. Chendogya Upanishad descri-
bes the student as “Acharya Kula
Vasin” i. ¢ one who dwells in the
house of the Acharya. Thus~ the
usual system of Education in Ancient
India was for the student to live in
the house of his Guru under the
latter’s personal supervision. A few
cenfuries later, one comes across
Brahmans having formed themselves
into Pari-shads. We also find
organised public institutions for
Education, such as in Takshasila,
Mithila, Kunj, Conjeevaram, eto.
But for a long time, the obligation
to impart education rested with
individual teachers, in whose houses
bodies of students assembled and
resided. This Gurukula tradition i8
reflected in the Universities o
Oxford and Cambridge to a certaity
extent, and the residential system
in the University Colleges of -ouf
country is an imperfect imitation
thereof. ' '

Spencer and Mill Agreed

The object of Education has
been postulated by various thinkers.
Herbert Spencer expressed his view
thus: “Education has for its ohief
object the formation of character.
To curb restive propensities, to
awaken dormant sentiments, to
strengthen the perception and to
cultivate the tastes, to encourage
this feeling and repress that, -so
finally to develop a child into 5 maa
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of well - proportioned and harmoni-
ous nature—this is the aim of the
parent...... ” In the words of John
Stuart Mill, the object of Universi-
ties is not to teach the knowledge
required to fit them for some special
mode of gaining their livelihood, but
to make capable and cultivated
human beings, and the common and
of all departments of Education is
the strengthening, ezalting, purify-
ing and beautifying of our common
nature and the fitting out of man-
kind with the necessery mental
implements for the work they have
to perform through life.”

Not Merely Materialistic

One of the distinctive features
of ancient Aryan Education was that
which gave importance both to
material and spiritual values. 1t
stood for a well balanced view of life
and laid emphasis on Dharma, Artha,
Kama and Moksha. The fundamental
Vedic conception of the soul was
not an , airy one, but was broad-
based, attaching due significance to
man’s rights and privileges, freedom
of thought, tolerance and humane
laws of life. The goal of education
in ancient Bharat was not utilitarjan
but assuredly cultural. The Smrithi
writers deprecated the idea that
the value of education should be
judged by its pecuniary result.
Vishnu says: (who ekes out hijs
livelihood with his Vidya that Vidya

does not serve him right),—S§
Kalidasa’s sloka, gL —Sree
(He who wuses his learning

nmerely for his livelihood is called a
trader in knowledge.) Manu’s injunc-
tion is as follows: “having taken the
pupil, in order to lead him to “the
highest, the teacher shall first of
‘all teach him the ways of cleanli-
'ness, purity of body and mind,
good manners and morals.” The

Thaithariya U panishad gives one of
the exhortations to be made by the
Acharya to the Pupil as ‘Dharmam
chara’ i.e. “Follow Dharma.” Dharma
stands for law and custom, religion
and charity, justice, righteousness,
duty, discipline and culture. Accord-
ing to Rabindranath Tagore,
Dharma is that principle which holds
us firm together and leads us to our
best welfare. In the words of &
Professor, “Dharma means the deve-
lopment of the inner spirit, adheven-
ce to the cternal varitiea and disci-
plining of the body and soulina
way suitable to that end.”

Dharma is so called because of
its quality of Dharma i.e. giving
support or being the basis. Dharma
supports the people and it is also
the foundation of the moveable as
well as immoveable universe.

Sir Walter Moberly, in a recent
pook he has written on “the Crisis
in this University” commented thus

on the corporate life in the Oxford
and Cambridge Universities:-

“The students, who came in
order to acquire learning or a pro-
fessional qualification found that
he had entered into life-membership
of a society possessing a remarkable
power to enlist his affection and
lgyalty. To it, he was attached by
silken cords and singular tenacity.
*So then came into existance a new
type of community, having many
of the qualities of a family: its mem-
bers regarded themselves as sons
of an Alma Mater. This has two
consequences, First the teacher’s is
a pastoral job; to the student, he
has_ & personal and not merely a
business relation. He has not only
contracted to give a certain amount
of instruction but is to be the guide,

- philosopher and friend of his

pupils...... Their (students’) Univer-
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sity years have been to them a vivid
and compelling experience, making
an exceptionally deep impression,
indeed going far to mould their
minds; and it is in the light of that
experionce that later experiences
are interpreted ...... They regard
their University in Newman’s words
as a second home, not so tender, but
more noble and majestic and
authoritative.” The Guru Kula
ideal was in every way suited for
instilling all the attributes of what
is considered a -liberal Education.
If as is justly claimed by the Oxford
and Cambridge Universities, they
sought to turn out each graduate a
scholar and a gentleman, that was
what was achieved by the ancient
Gurukula system. ' There can there-
fore beno doubt that system is a
valuable contribution to any educa-
tional scheme.

Present System -

The present educational system
in Bharat is defective in certain
vital respects. In the formative
period of the lives of young men,
we can conceive of nothing better
for the development of character,
adoption of high moral standards
and the expansion of the mind and
intellect than the daily contact and
association with a proper teacher.
Our educational system does not
afford any such opportunity. The
teacher and the taught are thrown
together at certain stated periods
of the School or College hours but
this hardly enables the teacher to
mould the minds of his pupils.

Intellectual attainments are of no,
value, and often dangerous without
character.

As Carlye put it, “ Without
hands, a man might eat and could
still walk, but consider it—without
morality, intellect were impossible
for him.” Many of the students who
undergo their studies in Colleges are
living away ‘from their parents.
They are thus neither under paten-
tal authority nor under proper con-
trol of their teachers or professors.
The result is that the rising gene-
ratiou is falling an easy prey to all
sorts of unhealthy influences. The
School or College curriculum has
not been devised so as. to give
adequate attention to the glorious
Bharatiya Culture, with the result
that our young men are fast deve.
loping a feeling of scant respect if
not of scorn towards the same.
The education imparted being
secular, there is no scope for our
young men to imbibe a passion for
religion in its comprehensive sense
and all that it stands for. These
defects in our present Educational
System can be, to a great extent,
remedied if the Gurukula system is
introduced for a few years at least
in the educational scheme, care being
taken in the selection of proper
teachers. It is only then that it will
be possible to restore the.ancient
Aryan Culture to its former status
and t0 carry to mankind its mes.
sage of simple living and high think.
ing, as exemplified by the rishis
of old. ‘ '

— O P—

¢+ BEduoation of the body through Physical exercise, sports and athletic
activities helps to develop qualities of initiative, courage, discipline, fairplay
und team spirit, We oannot realise fully our intellectual possibilities without
health and physical vigour, No Great nation can be built without strong

physioal foundations,”

-~ Report of the University Education Commission,

\



EDUCATION FOR CITIZENSHIP

SHACHI MATIHUR

DUCATION in its narrow sense

aims at mere acquisition of

knowledge, but in its wider sense
it aims at the creation of a sound
mind in a sound body. 1t also aims
at the natural and harmonious
development of the powers of mind,
body and soul. ILducation is the
modification of human behaviour.

So far we have only considered
the child as an individual but his
education would be sadly incomplete
if we left out of consideration the
important fact that every child
must be educated to be a member
of society and to be a good citizen
of his country and of the world.
We are living in a democratic age
and democracy requires alert and
active citizens,

In order to be a good citizen,
the individual must develop the
habits of independent thinking and
gportsman-ship. The senior students
must be given some responsible
jobs in the school. They can be
taught to feel their responsibilities
by starting. union activities and the
gystem of ' self-government {in the
school. This system will teach the
students to elect their representa-
tives and through them they will
golve their difflculties The union
will be given some authority to
frame certain rules and regulations
for administrating the school. The
teacher will act as a guide and not
as a dictator,

The spirit of co-operation which
is very important could be developed
with the help of team games. The
students should be encouraged to
work for their teams. If this spirit
js cultivated in the students,- then

they will be able to pull on well

with the other people of the world. -

The spirit of antagonism between
teacher and taught, which is still
found in some schools should be
broken down and there should

prevail the spirit of friendliness and
co-operation.

Subjects like elementary econo-
mics and civics should be made
compulsory.  History, Geography,
Language and Arithmetic shoull he
taught in such a way as to make
the child realize the dependence of
mankind on his environment and
the mutual dependence of man on
man. This will help to ease the
political tension that prevails.

Attention of students may be
drawn to the problems of health and
sanitation cleanliness of their body,
clothes and of the school should be
taken up seriously and children
should bs made to do more practical
work. Proper use of bathrooms and
latrines should be taught from the
very early age, If such habits are
cultivated in schools, the condition
of public health and sanitatiou will
improve t0 a great cxtent. |

. Children should be encouraged
to take care of school properties,
gardens and of the school building
itself. This will help them to vake

care of the public properties in
later life.

Education for citizenship, must
endeavour to offer to the child s
wide variety of leisure-time occupa-
tiens, which will aid him in passing
his spare time usefully and in creating
something new. But the education

imparted in schools or colleges of

Influence of Geographical Conditions on
Human Occupations

Prof. S. R. CHAUDHURI, M.A, M.Sc., B.T.,’
Darrany College, Tezpur, {Assam)

UMAN occupations are largely
controlled by the varicus ele-
ments of climate and mineral

supply.  The polar zones and rain-
less deserts do not support life and
are without permanent inhabitants.
1n other zones early people often led
a nomadic or wandering life dwelling
in tents and obtaining a livelihood
by kuniing wild animals or pasturing
domesticated ones, for a pastoral
people must keep moving its flocks
and herds in search of fresh pasture.
Such nomadic people are still found
in many parts. Among nomads may
be included the Khirkis of the great

grass lands or steppes of South

Kast Europe and the district east
of the Caspian Sea, the red Indians
of N. America, the Iiskimo fishers,
and’ the wandering Arabs of Arabia
and the Sahara. Nomads are also
found on the tundra regions of the

Continned from preceding page

today does not provide them with
creative occupations suitable for
their leisure time. So we see that
most ~of the students, after the
examination or at the end of the
term, in order to lessen the boredom
run to cinema halls and coffee houses,
Others who cannot afford these
waste their time in idle gossip.

In the present democratic age,
the spirit of truthfulness, honesty
perseverance, self-control, self-res-
pect and independent thinking should
be cultivated in the minds of the
students. Then only the teachers
will be able to produce real good
oitizens. o -

north polar zone, these nomads being
employed in hunting the fur-bearing.
animals, and being greatly dependent
on the reindeer that can feed on the
mosses and lichens that grow on
the tundras.

In the forest regions lumbering
occupies a large number of people.”

Ranching, or the rearing of
Cattle or sheep, is the occupation
of a great number in the great
grass lands. The cultivation of the
Cereals is the more settled life of .
large numbers in the fertile river:
valleys and plains where there is a
proper supply of rain. Many dry
areas have, however, been converted .
into  fruitful land by irrigation,
water being stored up in times of -
plenty and then distributed in dry -
periods by Canals and other Chan-
nels. Such areas are found in Egypt,
in parts of Tndia, in Australia in
connection with the river Murray
ete. : ‘

Mining is a great settled indusw~
try, Coal, and iron mining being
the most important. Many exam.®
ples of a large population engaged
in these industries may be found in -
the British Isles, the Continent of
Europe and the Unitéd States of
America. Such mineral = wealth
accounts for the great population
of the countries of Durham and
Glamorgan compared with the

population of Cambridge and
Merioneth. '

Under the term manwufaclures .
is included a large number of em:
ployments,” in most of which' exten-
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sive use is made of machinery. A
cheap supply of coal is one of
the main factors, as Steam power
is required to drive the machinery,
so that all Coal field areas tend to
become great manufacturing cen-
tres. Striking examples of these
are to be found in Great Britain, in
parts of North America, and in
Japan. The history of Water Power
in industries is noteworthy. In the
early days of the industries of Lan-
cashire and Yorkshire, for example,
water power obtained from water-
wheels was the chief source of power,
¢o that the factories were on the
bapks of streams on the slopes of
the Pennines. When coal was intro-
duced as fuel to provide steam
power, the factories were built on
or near the coal fields, and water
power fell into disuse as it was not
5o economical as coal. Recently,
however, with the advance of

Scicuce water power has again be-
come important since it can be
transformed into electrical energy,
and this is easily transmitted to
convenient  centres. Hence tho
manufacturing indastries of Switzer-
land Cotton, silk, engines, machi-
nery, etc.) have increased greatly
during the last 45 or 50 years, a vast
amount of machinery being now
driven by electriciby produced by
the numerous water - falls and
rapid streams. Many other coun-
tries also make use of their water
power to provide electric energy.
All' manufacturing areas occupy
many people in the transport of the
manufactured goods and of the footl
required by the workers.

Nato:- Goographical conlitions mean
latitude, temperature, rainfall, soil, mineral
resources, ote,

e aese el

Teachers and Private Tuitions
K. N. PASUPATHI

HAT teachers have a right to
undertake private tuition work
and earn some extra wages or

income to supplement their salaries
_is an accepted fact. The present
.economic canditions are so bad that
quite a large number of teachers
cannot help doing this work. Our
authorities have realised this posi-
tion. Else they would not have
passed the latest G. 0. on private
~ tuition.

To do without private tuition is
undoubtedly a good ideal on the
part of teachers in service if they
can possibly do so. For the time and
attention given to this extra work
outside the. schools they serve in,

may be well given exclusively to the
pupils they teach at school.

One important aspect of the
problem of private tuition needs
emphasising. If this work is under-
taken and carried out in the proper
spirit, besides the teacher’s earning

* a little more in addition to his salary
at school thus enabling him and his
family to live somewhat more
decently, the service rendered to the
pupils with whom this work of
private tuition is done, may be coun-
ted useful and bernef cial from the
educational point of view. Individual
attention to 2 or3 pupils committed
to the care of a private tutor will
go a long way towards improving
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them mentally. Mental training as
well as alertness is promoted in
pupils who receive private tuition.

While one is aware of the good
side of private tuition, it is impera-

A tive on the part of teachers to keep

clear of the evils inherent in the
system of private tuition. There is
nothing that corrupts man as pelf,
and the love of pelf. The more one
earns, the more one wants to earn.
While it is true that man cannot
live without bread and so has to
work for it, it is not true that man
lives by bread alone. There is some-
thing nobler for which man is desti-
ned by the Creator to live for and
work for besides bread.

The teaching profession is just
the field where the ideal implied in
the above idea can be followed to
the best of our ability. Teachers
must stand for service first and
everything next. Whatever the
service conditions under which they
carry on their work, their obligati-

_ons to pupils and society must be
discharged in a lofty spirit with a
high sense of duty. Else they should
be very poor teachers indeed. Which
other profession gives to its mem-
bers the noble task of building up
the character of young boys and
girls in their most impressionable
apd plastic period than the teaching
profession ? Which other profession
can claim to be ‘noble in. the sense
that the teaching profession does
even in the modern day when the
ftendenoy to look down upon the tea-
cher seems growing? It is, to my
mind, tragic to confemplate that
members of-this profession too, here
and there, indulge in vulgar and dis-

paraging remarks and look upon

themselves as mendicants of society.

It is the duty of teachers to feel
that they are entrusted with a noble
mission. in life. While they may

~

agitate for more salaries or better
status, they must be fully conscious
of their responsibility, and by the
manner in which they conduct them-
gelves and carry on their day-to.
day task, they must promote the
best interests of pupils as well as the
dignity, self-respect and nobility of
their profession. Then the status
of teachers will be automatically
raised. In the words of the great
English poet, “ It is not in our stars,
but in ourselves, that we are  under-
lings.”” ‘

If some of us teachers feel that

thoy do not have a sacred duty to

discharge to society by the proper
manner in which we praotise our.
profession, it may be better for them:
to quit this walk of life and take to.

- more remunerative walks,

To say so may perhaps sound
high platitude., But the conviction
has grown on me during my- long
gervice as a teacher that the best
results can be produced and the best
fruits of our labour in schools can be
reaped only if we combine a little
more idealism to enliven and inspire
us in our work, whatever the chilling
conditions of service it may be our
lot to work under. :

In the back ground depicted .
here, a few remarks on the question’
of private tuition by teachers in
service may be permitted.” Teachers
are allowed to do the work outside
the schools according to . the G.O.
on the subject. However, it limits °
the number of pupils to 8, and the’
time devoted to the work to about
an hour and a half or two per day. -
One may not consider the G. 0. to
be quite satisfactory from the teas
chere’ point of view. One may ask
why 4 pupils cannot be permitted
to take private tuition under one
teacher, and why the limit should be

fixed at 3. But the limit has to be fixed
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somewhere, and no teacher, while in
service, may be given licence to ride
this hobby horse of private tuition
to death by running private tuition-

houses and engaging large numbers
of pupils.

Today, the tendency for private
tuition by teachers in service to
grow into a mighty evil seems to be
increasing. The bad economic condi-
tions of life and the terribly soaring
prices of the bare necessaries of life,
encourage this evil tendency. It is
said that some teachers, while being
attached to schools, undertake pri-
vate tuition for 10, 20 or more pupils
and work with them secretly with-
out obtaining the permission of the
authorities. One hears cases of tea-
chers who earn twice or thrice of
their monthly salary in schools by
private tuition alone. Such cases
may be eXceptional, but they well
reveal the nature of the contagious
disease which spreads like plague or
cholera and saps the vitality and
nobility of the members of the tea-
ching profession, let alone the
adverse and undesirable reaction on
the mind and morals of -pupils. 1In
the hands of such people who overdo

-

private tuition, tuition becomes
veritably "prostitution.” and the
private  tuition homes noxious

places for young minds.

Several evlls are bound to
emanate from this  Black-market ”
tuition system if one may so call it.
It is the negation of discipline or
mental training to pupils. It is the
degradation and demoralisation of
both teachers and pupils. [t is-the
duty of managements of gchools,
and all others concerned with edu-
cation to dissuade teachers from
falling'a prey to this degrading and
corrupting system of private tuition-
It is highly unprofessional and ub-
moral to undertake such private
engagements while teachers are it
sorvice in schools. Hence the duty
of teachers and all others concerne
to discourage this sort of unautho-
rised tuition system.

Let no one countenance this
canker of mass private tuitions on
the part of teachers so long as they

are attached to schools where they -
have enough and to spare of work.

to do and promote the
life of the school.

community
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NOTICE
All communications concerning Edi-
torial be addressed to :—
The Editor,
«EDUCATIONAL INDIA’
MASULIPATAM,

EDUCATIONAL INDIA

MASULIPATAM, July, 1951

The Communal Principle in the
Madras Professional Colleges

i_OF all the provinces of the -

country it has been the

singular privilege of Madras
to introduce the prineciple of
communal representation in the
matter of appointment to the
various posts in the state and
even in the matter of admission

of students to the various pro-

fessional colleges. This principle
of communalism is repugnant to

the fundamental principles of.

the sovereign democratic repub-
lic that has been established in

rthe country according to the new
.constitution,
of the Madras state was, there-

The government

fore, asked to eliminate the com.
munal principle in the admission

~to the Engineering, .Mediocal,

Kgricultural and Veterinary Col-
They have at last

relating to these colleges so. as

to do away, ' if not entirely at

Jimportant first step

least to a very large extent, with
the principle of communal repre-
sentation,

ACCORDING to the new rules

that have now been framed
only forty . percent of the seats
in the professional colleges are
to be reserved for the securing of
adequate representation of the
socially and intellectually back-
ward communities. The remain-
ing sixty per cent of the seats
will be filled only on considera.
tions of merit,

THIS is a great improvement
on the situation that has -
obtained all along though persons
who are opposed altogether ' to
the principle of communal repre-
gentalion will find it difficult to
swallow the forty per cent reser-
vation that is allowed to remain.
In the admissions to the profes.
sional colleges the products of-
which will hold very important
positions in the state and contri-
bute in no small measure to the
progress of the country,no consi-
derations other than those of
merit oaght to be allowed to
prevail. The introduction of
extra-academic  considerations
will impair the efficiency of the
services and so retard the natio-
nal progress. The ultimate goal
to be steadily .pursued is the
total elimination of the commus
nal principle, The new rules of
admission may be hailed as an
towards
reaching this goal.

THE Chief Minister addr_eséin s
a press conference clarifie

.the new rules of admission, Even
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in- the case of the applicants
specially selected to ensure com-
munal representaticn, the Chief
Minister has assured that the
minimum percentage of marks
stipulated for the other appli-
cants shall be strictly adhered
to and thus the claims <f merit
will be safeguarded, As the
Chief Minister pointed out at
the Press Conference even the
candidates for whom reservation
had been provided will have the
satisfaction.and pride of having
secured admission on their own
merit,

ANOTHER redeeming feature

of the new rules is that the
minimum reservation of seats for
special communities would ope-
rate only if there were a suffici-
ent number of applicants from
the classes of the community for
whom reservation had been pro-
vided. If, for instance, the pre-
limipary list did not contain
"~ eandidates from the scheduled
castes and tribes and socially
and intellectually backward
communities to the tune of 15
and 25 per cent respectively and
if there were no other applica-
tions from those classes the
preliminary list would remain
undisturbed,

THE only other reservation

that is allowed to remain is
the earmarking of 20 percent of
the seats in the Medical Colleges
for women. This reservation

 will, however, not operate in

- actual practice. It is quite
within the range of probability
. that the preliminary list made up
on the sole criterion of merit

will contain 20 percent of
women. It isonly in case this
percentage was not available in
the preliminary list that the
Admission Committee would be
obliged to select women candi-
dates from among the applica-
tions eliminated in the first ins-
tance and the accommodation of
these women will involve the
displacement of a few candidates
at the bottom of the preliminary
list.  This is a contingency
wbich, however, is not likely to
arise,

ONCE the door is thrown open

for reservation it is very diffi-
cult to decide where the line
should be drawn and what are
the classes of the community in
whose favour such reservation

is to be made. This was made -

clear at the Press Conference
held by the Chief Minister of
Madras where a special plea was-
put forward on behalf of the
archakas, who, though they be-
longed to the Brahmin Commu-
nity were really more backward

_educationally than the so-called

backward communities, The
Chief Minister pointed out right-
ly that if the question who were
the socially and educationally
backward classes should be made

an open question it would raise .
all kinds of complications. The

principle hearafter to be pur-
sued was to make merit the sole
criterion and 8o no special reser-
vation could, in the chief Minis«

ter’s opinion, be made in favour
of archakas.

THE claim made by the doctors
© that in the matter of admis-
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gions to the Medical colleges
preference should be given to the
sons of doctors is an untenable
one. It tends to create a new
caste in addition to the bewilder-
ingly large number of castes that
are already in existence, There
is no inherent fitness or aptitude
on the part of the sons of doctors
for the pursuit of medical studies.
Merit and merit alone should be
made the criterion for selection.
And, as things stand at present,
the only measure of merit is
afforded by the marks scored
by the applicants in the
University examinations, Surely
it is preposterous to claim
that at the interviews that
are held for the purpose of
selection the members of the
committee can size up the merits
of the candidatés at a glance or
by putting a few weaningless

uestions bearing on points set
?orth already in the applications,

THERE are still some features

of the new rules of admission
which are open to objection on
principle, One of them is the

.distribution of the seats on &

territorial basis. Itcannot be too
often repeated that admissions
to professional colleges should be
regulated wholly and exclusively
by considerations of academic
fitness and ability to benefit by

the training so as to contribute

to the welfare of the community
as a whole, The introduction of
any other principle is irrelevant
and would be destructive of
academic standards. No one can
deny that there are socially and

- intellectually ‘backward com-

munities and that there are some
territorial areas which are not re-
presented in the services in pro-
portion to the population. But
reservation of seats in the profes-.
sional colleges is not the proper
remedy for this state of affairs, It
is surely tinkering at the problem:
of the amelioration of these
under-privileged sections of the
community to attempt to improve
them by reserving seats for
them in the professional colleges,

ANOTHER reservation that is

retained is the reservation of -
a few seats to be filled at the:
discretion of the Government so
as to help children of governmenty
servants or political sufferers-

~who have failed to secure admis-"

gion in the usual course, The
Chief Minister has, however,
given the assurance that the
number of seats which would be
filled up in this way in the:
future would be less than’ the
number of such seats in previous:
years. We look forward to the
day when these special reserva-
tions will be abolished altogether
and merit, as measured by relia.
ble and unobjectionable stan-.
dards, is made the sole criterion

for admission to these profes-

sional colleges, .

T —

" The XLI Madras State -
Educational Conference

HE forty-first Madras State
1 Educational conference was
. quite fortunate in having
Father T. N. Siquiera to preside

‘over i?s deliberations. He is an

educationist of long standing
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-who enjoys great repute for his
vast erudition and brings to bear
on his examination of the prob-
lems facing the educationist of
today his wide knowledge and
ample experience, He is the
author of an extremely well-
written history of ¢ Education
in India”, In-the Presidential
address which he delivered at
the conference held at Madurai
in the second week of May he
laid stress on two points in
particular., At the outset he
defined the teacher’s task today
as an effort to give to the school-
.going population a proper sense
of values and to enable them
to distinguish gold from tinsel,
love from self-love and theory
from practice,

F this vital service to the

Community has not been ren-
dered at the optimum level of
efficiency, it is due, in the opi-
nion of Father Siquiera, to the
disconcerting fact that the tea-
cher no longer enjoys the respect
and confidence of both parents
and children, or in other words,
of Society as a whole. It is not
to- be wondered at that in
Russia_ after four and thirty
years of indoctrination the chil-
dren no longer obey or respect
their parents or teachers, or
that they should talk of chang-
~ ing or dismissing them. But it is
an appalling thing that in this
ancient land of ours which for
centuries ‘has been glorying in
its sprituality, its respect for
“elders, its implicit confidence
- gnd faith in authority, its touch-
" nig ‘«Guarabhakti’ which dates

.

from the Upanishads and Dhar-
ma Sastras, the teacher should
no longer command the respect
and aftection to which his sacred
calling entitles him,

NE of the causes that have

contributed to this deplorable
state of affairs Father Siquiera
finds in the general lowering of
respect for authority which has
come in the wake of the dissemi-
nation of the Communistic ideo-
logy. The constitution of society
into a conglomeration of mu-
tually repellant groups is a
thing that appeals to the
inherent bellicosity and pugna-
city of human nature and this
has been furthered by the
infiltration  of  communistic
ideas. The teachers look upon
themselves as a class perpe.
tually placed in a position of
antagonism to their managers
and correspondents and the
chiidren look upon themselves as
a class always at war with their
parents and teachers who appear
to them to take a natural delight
in ill-treating and oppressing
them,

THE insidious effect of commu.

nism has been augmented by
the fact that the teacher is no
longer what he was to his great
distinction and glory in olden
days, a teacher of religion pri.
marily and only secondarily of
profane accomplishments. The
teachers by coming under the
influence of the methods and
principles of trade unionism, a
situation forced upon them b
their sorry emoluments and dis-
tressing " conditions of service,

A}
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had reduced themselves to th.e
level of factory workers and this
has also struck at the root of the
respect in which from of old the
teacher has been held, The
deterioration of the social §tatus_
of the teacher has alsoinevitably
resulted in the deterioratipn of
the quality of the men taking to
this profession,

F the teacher is to be restored

to the old position of respect
and authority which be had held
to his own glory and to the
advantage of his pupils, it can
be done only by keeping the
teachers above want and by
according them public posi-
tions and responsibilities which
are not incompatible with their
profession, The teacher, on his
part, must observe a high code
of professional aud moral.conduct.
Hemustbe a friend, philosopher
and guide to his pupils,

ANOTHER point on which
Father Siquiera rightly laid
stress is that the new stirring

times in which we are living

demanded that there must be a
fresh orientation in our educatio-
nal methods and ideals and out-
look, The system of education
introduced by our British rulers
aimed at nothing more than the
creation of a class of people who
might discharge the winisterial

service of the state in a very

efficient manner and who at best,
might serve as interpreters bet-
ween the rulers and the ruled,
But in the free India of today
we want in ever-increasing mea-
gure leaders, inventors, discove-
rers, thinkers and planners who

-—
Y
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can make a signal contribution
to the progress of the country
along different directions and
enable India to fulfil her high
destiny and occupy her rightful
place in the comity of nations, To
produce men of the right type’
who will rise to the full height
of the grand opportunities of the .’
times in which we are living, it
is necessary that even from the
first stage of the primary school
the child. should be encouraged
to observe, think, speak and
act for himself, The originality
and initiative that are latent in
the boy must be brought out by’
suitdble opportunity and exer- -
cise, The curiosity and activity
of the boy must not be shifted
but must be fostered and led to
bear fruit in the discovery and
invention of new things which
will make for the enrichment of .
the national life and the accele-.
ration of the national progress, .
So the need today is for a.
new outlook, a new ideal and a -
new method in our educational
endeavour,

The -Superannuation of
Teachers.

HE superannuation of teas
Tchers stands on a different -

footing from that of other cate. -
gories of public servants. At the-
age of 556 which has been all along
the normal agg ’\'\"-F‘ ept for

the memb e "L

professio
self, genoyey
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resources to keep the wolf from
the door. His meagre salary has
not made it possible for him to

. lay by anything against the

rainy day and the meagre accu-
mulation of his provident fund
is far too inadequate to enable
him to meet his heavy responsi-
bilities. The majority of tea-
chers find themselves in this
miserable state. To compel them
toretire at the age of 55 is, there-
fore, a great hardship to this
hardworked and deserving class
of people.

ENERALLY speaking, a$ the
age of 55 the teacher is phy.
sically fit for a few more years
of service.
at the peak of his efficiency asa
teacher and to deprive society
of his services at that stage is
a great disservice to the com
munity. .
experience
and erudition are assets super.
anunation is deferred as much as
possible, Thus High Court Jud-
ges and University professors
are allowed to continue in ser.
vice till their sixtieth year,

" The same reasoning is in favour

. of teachers being continued in

- gervice till their sixtieth year,

The Minister for Education,
Moulana Abul Kalam Azad was,

. therefore, perfectly right when

he put forward at Cuttack a

:"strong plea for the superannua-

4,

.. tion of teachers at 60. The late

-
5

- Right Honourable V.8, Srinivasa

, Sastri, who-was himself a teacher

-4nd whose. acquaintance with
 jpembers of the teaching profes-

Intellectually he is.

*

sion was considerable, once sug-
gested that, unless there were
strong reasons to the contrary,
a teacher should be allowed to
continue in service till his
seventieth year. Between his
sixtieth and his seventieth year
a teacher’s knowledge becomes
mellowed and his wisdom ripened
and his knowledge of human
nature and insight into human
character make him best fitted
to handle the young students
committed to his charge. Even
if we cannot go as far as the
Right Honourable Sastri was pre-
pared to go, there can be little
objection to the proposal that
the teacher should be allowed to
continue in service till his six-
tieth year.

N this connection, the follow-
ing extract from the Memoran-
dum submitted by the National
Association  of Teachers in
England against the action of
some of the Local Education
Authorities in dismissing tea-
chers at 60 years of age in
contravention of the Superannua-
tion Act is of great interest and
significance : —

-

‘At the age of 60 the great majori-
ty of teachers like the members of
other professional callings and those
engaged in business ure at the height
of their power and usefulness, It is,
therefore, unfair that any arbitrary
act should deprive the ocommunity of
their services. As a rule, teachers of

~ long experience are best able to educate

and influence the young. It is, there-
fore, short . sighted and unfair to de-
prive the children of their
8ervices so long as they are efficient”

" climatic conditions, it

valuable

F in other countries the prolon-

(
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LL things considered, the
age of compulsory . retire-

cation of the service of the

teacher up to the age of 65 is-

countenanced, in India, making
due allowance for difference of
is not
improper to insist on teache.rs
being ordinarily continued in
service up to their sixtieth year.

HE emoluments and condi-
-  tions of service of tea_cl_l‘ers
being what they arc, ambitious

-and aspiring men are attrated

to other professions and there 18
generally a paucity of trained
teachers. 1t, therefore, becomes
all the more necessary to retain
in service the trained teachers
as long as they are physically fit,

by all his students.

He was a redoubtable champion of the teagher’s cause and -
the services he has rendered in building up the South Indiap :
Teachers’ Union and in making it a potent instrument :for_. the
amelioration of the lot of the teacher are too well kno‘wn tq need A
specific men'ﬁion. Heé was also interested in co-operation and was

| — R

IN MEMORIAM: S. K. YEGNANARAYANA IYER

The passing away of S. K. Yegnanarayana nyar after a 'shoz"-t

illness removes from the ranks of vetetan educationists in the State

'of Madras ope of its most stalwart ﬁg\irqs.r For years he was ‘the
Principal of the Municipal College, Salem. Abo'ut 1 ?20 he went gl)lve?

to Madras as Professor of English in the I;aohalp_pa 8 College, where

' with great distinction for several years. Y

f: :)Zr:ejery efﬁg;:ient teacher and was held in the highest veneration

ment for teachers should be fixed
at 60 and in special cases at the .
discretion of the management
it must be possible to retain
them in service till the age
of 60. At the same time in.
cases where a teacher so desires
it must be left to the option of
the teacher to retire at 55. In
cages of physical unfitness it i8
always open to the management
to compel a teacher to retire
after he has been given a rea-
sonable opportunity to show
cause against the proposed
retirement and after such repre.
sentation, if any, has beeg;:
fully considered. ‘

He was known

conuected with the Triplicane Union Co-operative Stores in very §

important capacities for several years. A scholar of vast g‘ruditio'n,‘ :
a épeakef of great eloquence and charm a.nd;a- perfect ) gmtlemap of
* suave manners and unimpeachable excellence of character, he was -

held in high esteem by the memmbers of the, teaching profession ell
over the province. It is hoped that suitable steps would be -taken °

; .40 perpetuste his mémory in some abiding form.
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UNESCO CONFERENCE IN PARIS
INDIAN DELEGATION

The sixth session of the Cleneral
Conference of UNESCO is meeting in
Paris from June 18, 1951. The Con.
ference will review the progress so far
achieved in the implementation of 1951
programme and decide the policies and
programme for 1952. Amongst the
various problems that will come up
for discussion there is a speciai project
for fundamental education whose pur-
pose I8 to set up six regional centres
for the training of staff and the produc.
tion of materials for fundamental edu-
cation with a view to training in 12
years several thousand specialists in
fundamental education. The Conference
will also review the progress already
made in Technical assistance Pro-
gramme in which the Government of
India is already participating and devise
& suitable programme for 1952 with a
view to developing the underdeveloped
areas. The conference will also discuss
various problems within the fields of
education, science and culture which
are likely to be important for the
underdeveloped areas.

The Hon’ble Maulana Abul Kalam
Azad, Minister for Education, Govern.
ment of India will be the -leader- and
Dr. 8. Radhakrishnan, Deputy Leader
for the Indiun delegation,

SCIENCE RESEARCH SCHOLAR-
SHIP IN U. K.

The Royal Commissioners for the
Exhibition of 1951, Lond:n, have
awarded the Science Research Scholar.
. ghip for the year 1951 to Shri Kamala
Kant Pandey, Research Scholar at the
Indian Agricultural Research Institute,
New Delhi, :

The Scholarship is awarded each
year to an Indian student for research

studies in Soience in the U.K, The

Scholarship is tenable for two years,

BHARAT SEVA SANGH

Formation of a new organisation,
the Bharat Seva Sangh, for seouring
public association and co operation in
the sphere of constructive work - for
social and economio development of the
country, was approved by the Panel on
Social Welfare of the Planning Commis-
sion.

The Bharat Seva Sangh will
consist of persone willing to volunteer
their services on a wholetime or part-
time basis. It will endeavour to promote
the social welfare of the ocommunity
to mitigate the privations of the less
favoured sections of the society and
draw into construotive social service the
unused time, energy and resources of
the people and help in the fulfilment of
urgent national tasks,

The organisation is to be completely
non-political and non.communal &n
will provide a common programme for
the service of the country irrespeotive
of caste, cread or political belief.

RESEARCH ON MEDICAL PLANTS

Valuable results have been obtained
by research on medical plants carried on
under the auspices of the Counoil of
Scientific and Industrial Research,

. A publication containing informa-
tion on medical plants recognised in the
British Pharmacopia aud their substis
tutes growing in India is now under
print. Three hundred plants of medis
cinal interest have been investigated
and & Glossary of Indian Pharmaceu~
tical Plants is under compilation.

INDIAN HISTORICAL RECORDS -
COMMISSION

- The eighteenth meeting of the
Beuearoh and Publication Committee of
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the Indian Historical Records Commis-
sion will be held at the National
Archives of India, Queensway, Now
Delhi, on July 21, 1951 at 11-00 a. m.
Dr. Tara Chand, Educational Adviser
to the Government of India and ex-
officio Chairman of the Committee will
preside over the meeting,

MADRAS

BIFURCATED COURSES IN
SECONDARY SCHOOLS

The Government have directed that
pupils taking ‘‘Engineering’ as the spa-
_cial subjeot in the bifurcated ocourses
in secondary schools may be appointed as
tracers in the Puplic Works, Highways
and Electricity Departments, and that
pupils who secure marks not less than
the minimum prescribed for the minimum
general educational qualification shall be
started on a pay of Rs, 45 per mensem
in the soale of Re. 35-1-55 applicable to
the post of tracers.

SEVEN MORE COLLEGES
"FOR ANDHRA

The Andhra University has accor-
.ded sanction for the opening of seven
new second grade colleges in Andhra
.area in July next.

These ocolleges will be located in
Kavali (Nellore Dt), Chirala, Nidubrolu
and Tenali (Guntur Dt), Vuyyuru
(Krishna Dt.), and Amalapuram (East
-Godavari Dt,).

It is understood that provision will
be made for study of Arts subjects only
to begin with in almost all these colleges,
In the Vuyyuru college, provision is
being made for study of Technology in
-the Intermediate course. Students tak-
ing this group it is learnt, will " be
-deemed qualified to join the seoond year
B, E. course in Engineering colleges.

BOMBAY
ADMISSION OF STUDENTS
IN BOMBAY COLLEGES
‘'The Government of Bombay have
direoted that the existing orders regard.
ing the admission of backward class

students to educational institutions
should continue to be in force. In ocase
a sufficient n mber of backward olass
students is not available for admission
in nocordance with these orders, the
unfilled seats available for them should
be filled in on merit from among the
candidates of other communities.

The existing reservation of seats
for admission to the educational institu.
tions ‘or stndents belonging to classes
other than the backward class, has,
however, been oancelled.

GOVT. FREE STUDENTSHIPS

High Sochools in the state have
rdcently received a ciroular stating that
Government is pleased to direct that
¢ the schools should be required to give
ab least 25 per cent free-studentships
in order to be eligible for advantage of
the scheme of the 3 per cent Govern.
ment free-studentships,

On this, ** the Progress of Educa.
tion ” writes : ¢ One wonders what led .
Government to issue such a strange
oircular which betrays their ignoranos
of the finanocial orisia through which
many schools are at present passings .
Beoause of the raising of fees in Seocon.
dary Schools, it was suggested by the:
Ghate.Parulekar Committee that some
free studentships should be granted by
Government to poor but deserving stn.
dents, It was accepted by Government
though half . heartedly, and only 3 per
cent free.studentships were granted to
Schools which used to provide a substan
.tial number of Free.studentships, the
maximum being 15 per cent,..,.

“We fail to understand whether in
issuing  this Ciroular, Goverument:
seriously considered the financial con.
dition of the majority of schools and
bad the goodaes: of consulting at least
some experienced headmasters or
techers, o

“We suggest that Government should
waive this impracticable condition ang
contribute their share, as before, to such
schools a8 allow ten to fifteen percent
free.studentships to their students and.
show to the public that. their intention:
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to help the poct and deserving i
genuine and generous. With popular
Government, the quality of charity
should not be stramed,

BENGAL
 VISVARHARATI

Parliament passed"the Visvabharati
Bill on May 3.

The Visvabharati Bl sceks (o
declare Visvabharat! to be an institution
of naticnal importance and to provide
for its functioning as a uunitary. teaching
and residential university,

Prime Minister Nehru, the presen®
Chancellor of Visvabhrati. assured the
House that Government wanted to de-
velop the institution according to its
own genius and the vision of the great
poet, Rabindranath Tagore, who found-
ad it,©

UTTAR PRADESH
HINDU BENARES UNIVERSITY

. The test of religious belief for
‘entitling a person to admission to
~ Benares Hindu University is soon to be
. removed by a Bill, to amend the
Benares Hindu University Act, 1915
introduced in Parliament by the Educa-
tion Minister, Maulana Abul Kalam
Azad, on 26th April, The University
will be open to all classes, castes and
creeds.
Religious instruction, under the
Bill, is to be given only to those who
wish to receive it as required by Article
23 (3) of the Cous.itution.

According to the statement of
objects and reasons, the Goverament of
Tndia have decided not to chauge the
names of the Benares and Aligarh Uni-
versities. However, the disqualifica-
tions imposed on non.Hindus and non.
‘Muslims being members of the Conrts of
the respective Universities will be re-
moved. The court is the supreme
governing body of a University in
administrative matters,

The Benaras Hindu University Act
is Leing amonded as a first step towards
giving effeet to the recommendations of
the University BEducation Comumission
which have besn generally approved by
the Contral Advisory Bourd of kduca-
tion,

Under the amending Bill, the I’ro-
sident of India will be the visitor of the
University whiile he Goverer of  Uttar
Pradesh, who is now the Visitor, will
e the Chief Rector.  The present Coun-
cil will become the Exceutive Council
of the University and the Senate and
the Syn-dicate will be merged in the
Academio Coungil,

The Central Government will now
assume power temporarily to make
modifientions  in the statutes when
formed part of the Benares Hindu Uni-
versity Act and which had been consi-
derably amended by the Court. The
purpose is to bring them into accord
with the Act, as is sought to be amend-
ed, and the recommendations of the
University Education Commission,

MYSORE

ADMISSION TO COLLEGES

he Mysore Cabinet discussed,
it is learnt, the question of admis.

sions to colleges in the light of the
recent amendment to the Constitution.
It is understood that - there will be no
change in the existing rules this yvear,
While there is no Commnnal G. O, in
Mysore yet in the matter of admission
to technical colleges like Engineering
and Medical, 75 per cent of the seats are
reserved for members of the backward
classes, and the system will continue.
The Government will review the posi-
tion next year.

Out of 75 per cent of seats reserved

for the backward olasses, 15 per cent:

will be reserved for members of the
Depressed Classes. In aotual selection
the backwarduess of classes and merit
would be taken into account.
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FIROZ KHAN NOON ON THE
STUDY OF SANSKIRT

“Sanakrit is the mother of most
latzuages in Asia and FEurcpe with the
exception of Hungarian and Finnish, It
wero the Aryans who spread into both
these continents and their civilisation
and languago are of the deepest interest
to all’” said His Excellency Malik
Muhowmad Firoz Khan Noon, address-
ing the 72 nd Convooation of the East
Bengal Saraswati Samaj, Dacea, on
May 27,

Continuing, he said, “ I personally
have had the greatest desire to read
transiations of this ancient literature,
but I much regret to say that very few
translations into English or Urdu, are
available of the sacred books of the
Aryans like the Vedas, Puranas, Upani-
shads, Mahabharata, and Ramayana,

While in England in 1937, I tried to-

read what I could in the English langu.
age, but could not easily get more than
the English translation of the Black
Yajurveda and 'White Yajurveda,

¢ The art of printing and writing on
paper has not been in existence for more
than 1,500 years, and therefore, copies
of these sacred tooks which we find to-
day cannot be older than this period,
But the fact that. we had these books
put into writing is due entirely to the
Brahmins who oarried this knowledge
from father to son by learning by heart,
and even thongh sometimes people
critioise the fact that education and
knowledge was confined to the Brahmins
alone, we here see an example and
benefit of such a system which existed
at & time when education was not so
universal as it is to.day. However, in
the modern weorld the need for the old
type of Brabhmin educational leader
perhaps is not so great, but the modbdrn
Brahmin can-play & new role and retain

‘his leadership in this eduocation line by

research work into Sauskrit literature

PUBLIC OPINION
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and by translating it into medern lsngu-
ages, so that the whole world can
Lenefit by their ivdustry,

~¢It,is my hope and desire that this
Ashram i:ccomes the torch-bearer of the
kind of work indicaced by me- and that
Dacca becomes the centre frcm where
arc issued translatious of Sanskrit books
in modorn languszes: and you will find
that this is quite a remuncrative profer-
sion because these transiations into the .
English language will be purchased by .
all libraries and persons interested in.”
education, ’

C. R. RANGANADHAN ON THE -
NEED FOR A FOREST POLICY . :

Addressing the Convocation “of the *
Forest Colleges at Dehra Din on 21st .
March, Mr, C, R. Ranganathan, Presi- -
dent,” Forest Research Insfitute snd:>
Colleges, said that a policy of laisses .
faire in the Nation’s forests would be -
disastrous,  The: experience of both -
England and America was a warning of
the evils that followed from the absense -
of a sound forest policy., "To make -
raids on the growing stock in forests to -
méet budgetary difficulties was like
making use of capital to meet temporary .
embarassments. To regard forest as &
nest egg for production of revenues .
would be a fatal error. : ' ‘

If forests are to produce gustajued .
yield, Mr. Ranganathan continued, they -
must be protected by law from encroach.
ment and devastation; they must be
given permanent possession of their
territory, and management mnst be in "
the hands of highly trained personne}
aided by intensive research. The Forest
Reséarch Institute and Colleges  had:
been training men for . three quarters of
acentury, They had Iaboured and builg
up. four forest estate, Responsibility

for standard of foreatry rested therofars
on this Institution, : ;

———
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Secondary and Techaical Educa-
tion: New Type Questions

Sir, :

T wish to state that the New
type questions bave no place in
wmental arithmatic, 1.e., the first
part in Elementary Mathematics.
The objeet of the questions in
mental arithmatic is to test the
pupil’s ability to work out the ques-
tions mentally in as short a time as
possible. Accuracy and speed are
to be tested. The object is defeated
by giving the correct answer and
making the pupil search for the
correct answer. The time of the
pupil who does the problem correctly
is wasted in his being made to com-
pare the correct answer with the
wrong answers. The mental arith-
matic paper should be so framed as
to test pupils’ ability to work out
the problem correctly and speedily
and write down the correct answer.

The new-type questions in Social
Studies and Science should not cover
more than 33 and 1/3% of the total
marks in the subject. The present
proportion fixed enables a pupil to
goore the minimum in the part I
itself.

Basic Education Section: Con-
version to Basic Schools

Conversion of all elementary
sohools into basic schools retards
the introduction of universal free
and compulsory elementary educa-
tion, as the basic schools require
newly trained staff in the technique
of basic education. Secondly, the

conversion is not desirable, as it
involves regimentation. As Pandit
Jawharlal Nehru observed in his
message to the recent Wardha Con-
ference. ‘‘ The approach to educa-
tion should not be too rigid and
should allow free play for experiment
and the development of the iundivi-
dual and the society we aim at in
any experiment it is desirable to
have a variety.” The Madras Go-
vernment’s plan of approach in the
matter of counversion of all ex-
isting elementary  schools _into
basic schools e¢uts fundamentally
at the root of high educational
ideals. Again, in the matter of
experiment, the State-controlled
schools suffer from the inevitable
handicap. In the training schools
also, training in basic education may
be imparted with the present train-
ing. instead of completely super-
seding the existing methods of train-
ing.  Thirdly, as Mr. N. Kuppu-
gswamy Iyengar of Vaduvur has point-
ed out, schools are not supplied the
necessary equipment. Mr. T. 8. Avi-
nashalingam Chettiar, Ex-Minister
for Education complained during the
Budget debate against the non-
supply of equipment to basic schools.
The starting of more basio schools
will therefore involve a great waste.
An investigation by a committee
into the working of basie schools
and desirability of further extension
is a desideratum.

Coimbatore,} R SriNivasa IyeNcar
20-5-51 }
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CORRESPONDENCE

Andhra Headmasters’ Conference

The Second Annual Conference
of the Andhra Headmasters’ Associa-
tion took place on 15-6-1951 at Vijaya-
Wwada in the Municipal High School
undor the presidentship of Sri Peddada
Ramaswamy Pantulu Garu,

4 The conference began with the
8¢-hoisting ceremony by Sri K. Ramo-
krishna Raju Garu, K, A., B. Ed.,
;Ieadmaster, Board High School, Razole.
’l‘hi’ Conference was  ably opened by
Mo S. Chalapaty Rao Garu, Chairman,
unicipal  Coungil, Vijayawada,

Sri The President of the Association,
dr} M. N{H‘asnnhn Rao welcomed the
elegates and touched upon the various
Preblems facing the Educational world,

Sri The President of the Conference,
1 Peddeda Ramaswamy Pantulu
tha(')r:,h delivered an illuminating and
the gb t-provoking address, regarding
Head urning  topics confronting the
Sadmasters, He called upon the
ch?fmasterp to have the courage of
ros couviotions, to feel the heavy
in t!;fnslbdmy resting on their shouiders
cal fe context of the newly-won politi-
reedom and . freely express their

ex ¢
XPert opinions on matters educational

:‘l’ll:thpt fear or favour, He conceded
cersal'u the wake of Educational Reform
bOuu;lnt ImInor unpleasant results are
vond 0 follow‘, but that the benefits
o ar outweigh the disadvantages.
with Ee}grecat_ed politicians . interfering
o ucational Reform, which should
dulaopssed and thrashed out by expert
eu;atmna] _ Bodies like the Andhra
o ma’sters Assooiation, City Head-
asters’ Association, . I.-T. U., and

Andhra Teachers’ F :
8uch chauges are ma, de.ederatxon, before

Sri  C. Pitohuramayya, Distriot
Educational Officer, Kist{:{; West inau-
al:rated the Seotional Conferences, and *
Ruohed upon the various aspeots of the

eformed Scheme of Eduoation,

Resolutions were then adopted:

i (1) Reiterating the need for pro-
Vincialisation of Headmasters' Posts,

(2) Demanding that the Higher
Scales of pay fixed for Headmasters of
Aided High Schools to be made appli-
cable and obligatory to the Headmasg.
ters of Board and Municipal Schools, .

{3) Requesting the Government to
oonsider the Headmasters and the
clerks of High Schools as belonging to
the Non-vacation Department,

(4) Pablishing a Bulletin periodi-
cally on Matters of Education,

(5) To secure a permanent habita-
tion for the Assoociation and last but
not least, :

(6) Demanding that Teachers’ cone
stituencies should be represented by
teachers alone in the coming elections
under the New Constitution, ‘

The {following office-bearers wefe .
elected for next year,

Pregident :— . .
Sri M. Narasimha Rao M. A, L. Te
Member Andhra Senate and Ascada- -
mic Council, Andhra University,
Avanigadda, ’ ‘

Vice-Presidents :~— v
1) Sri T. S. Prakasam, Guntur;-
2) ,, K. Narasinga Rao, Kollur,

Secretary and T'reasurer :— ‘
8ri T. V. L. Narasimha Rao, Repalle,

Joint Secretary :—

Sri M. Subbarayudu., Kothapet, and
11 other members as follows to be on
the Executive Committee,

1) 8ri T. Viswanadham, Palakonda,
2) ,, A. L, Nerayana, Yellaman-
chali, '
3) ,, Rama Bbadra Raju, Rojole,
4) ,, K. Pullayya, Tanuku, .
5) ,, G, Visweswara Rao,
Vizayawada,
6) ,, V. Purushottam, Kaikalar,
7) ., P.J. Prasada Rao, .o
8) Srimaty -N,. Subhadrs; Tenali,
* 9) Sri 8, Krishda Rao, -Gadur,
10) ,, C. ‘Subbarao, Chittore, X
11) ., J. Bébu Rao, Kurnool, '™
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‘ LE’ADERS OF MODERN INDIA
Sri Ramakrishna and Swami Vive.
kananda, Published by the Oxford
University Press 60 pp - Ans. 8/—

Among the great leaders of
-religious revival in India there are
"no greater wnames than those of
Ramakrishna Paramahamsa and
Swami Vivekananda. In the brochure
- before us short biographical sketches
of these two great seers have been
" given which make delightful and
instructive reading. The book is
written in a simple, idiomatic
English, which is well within the
comprehension of the pupils of our
High Schools. No young student of
English should fail to read these
inspiring life-sketches. —V. M.

- INTRODUCING THE SOCIAL
EDUCATION SYLLABUS-16pp.
CIVICS-21 pp. HISTORY AND
GEOGRAPHY-16 pp. PRINCI-
.. PLES AND PRACTICE OF (O-
- *' OPERATION - 8 pp. — By Dr.
"~ B.B. Samant — Publications of
<+ the Office of the Educational Ad-
. <-viser ‘to the Bombay Government
.. Price As. 2/ each, ‘
These pamphlets will be foun
40 be of great use to those who are
engaged in the work of Social Adult
- Education. The objective of this
. gocial adult education is not mere
literacy but to make the adult live
’ - ller life and to make

e o
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own efforts.” To achieve thisresult
it is of great importance that tea-
chers of adult schools should have
a clear idea of the ground to be
covered. and the knowledge to be
imparted. The first of these pamph-
lets gives a comprehensive syllabus
for the guidance of these teacher

and three other pamphlets set fort

“talking points” on civics, histor
and geography and principles an
practice of co-operation. Adult edv

cation has assumed a new impor

tance today in the context of our
newly won freedom and the propa-
gation of it will gain in importance
steadily. At this junoture the pub-
lication of these pamphlets is well
timed and is bound to sérve a very
good purpose. V.M.

TEACHING OF MATHEMATICS
By D. N. Mukherji, Allahabad
University-Published by the T.C.E.

. Journal and - Publications Ltd.
Lucknow. Page 46 Price 10 as.

The book containg a comprehen-
sive though brief examination of the
entire problem of the Teaching of
Mathematics in the lower classes
based on independent and realistio
approach. The author Mr, Mukherjee
presents a unified conception of
Mathematics, explains the signifi-
cance and aims of Mathematical
education, points out the defeots in
the Text books and teaching me-
thods in use and throws out very i
many valuable suggestions for their .
improvement ‘and for rendering the
work in the Mathematics hours in
our schools ‘pleasing, exhilarating
and inspiring’  to students and
teachers alike.

The book is likely to prove very
useful and interesting not merely
to the students of the asubjects in
the training institutions but also and
even more, to teachers of Mgpthema-
tics in our schools. -M, 8.
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