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Our Latest Publication

SECOND YEAR OF FREEDOM

gives an ¢ epiteme of what our governments have planned,
4 what they have achieved and what they have on hand to
fulfil what they have promised ™.
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The Hindustan  Times (New Delhi daily) editorially

N INANINE,

X ESSEARNEE

_ comments :
s the Second Year of Freedom......... is o well- B &
documented and objective survey of the progress of the [
nation in the new dispensation......... It was thoughtful [

of the A.L.C.C. to have continued its publication present-
ing to the public an annual review of the working of
various Governments at the Centre and in the provinces
(now called States) which constitute the sovereign
democratic Republic of India.”
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illustrations and maps, it will serve as a good reference
book to Congress workers and the general public.”
The Sunday Times (Madras Weekly) reviews:

“A convincing answer to the critics of the Congress
Governments who complain that nothing has been done
to improve the lot of the common man, is provided by
this balanced and faithful account of the achievements
of the Congress Ministries, both at the Centre and in the
States......... It (Sccond Year of Freedom) is a valuable
publication which gives a bird’s-eye view of the achieve-
ments of the Congress Governments.””

Free India (Madras Weekly) writes : . “
“The book...... presents a comprehensive account of what . ‘
has happened at Government level during the second v ’ .
vear of freedom ....... Got up with a good number of i n‘“‘n““n‘“n"s S
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Pricé : Inland Rs. 3-8-0 Inclusive of postage
Foreign 7s. No \.P.P.

Copies can be had from :
The Publications Department

ALL-INDIA CONGRESS COMMITTEE

7. Jantar Mantar Road, NEW DELHI
Also from .

MEessrs. A. H. WHEELER & (O.
AND
HIGGINBOTHAMS
(Railway Station Bookstalls))
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The second All-India National Medical Conference was
held in New Delhi on February 15 and subsequent days. The
conference aims, among other things, at the “evolution of a
single national system of medicine” through a synthesis of
what is best in all medical systems. It attempts to inculcate
and maintain a spirit of comradeship among members. of the
Indian medical profession in general and the qualified practi-
tioners of Indian medicine in particular. Inaugurating the
conference, Shri K. M. Munshi said that official recognition
should be immediately granted to Indian systems of medicine
as they cater to an overwhelmingly large number of people in
India. There was not more than one trained allopathic doctor
to every 40,000 of our population, the bulk of which is served
by our waids and hakims following traditional ways of treat-
ment, but are nevertheless experienced. They cannot be easily
dlsmxssed as guacks. Dr. Y. Suryanarayana Rao, presiding over

" the session, supported Shri Munshi’s contention and maintained

that the recommendations of the Chopra Committee of

" Enquiry, envisaging the integration of Indian and .western
" systems of medicine in three stages, leading ultimately to their

synthesis, was the most rational way of evolving a unified
medical system for India. Dr. Rao, while admitting that such
a synthesis was not easy, deprecated the attempts to shelve the
Chopra - Committee recommendations which were widely
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wékow g,5‘throughout,thc country. He urged the Government
of India to create a sepante Department of Indian Medicine.
: LA ' , » : : »

Th'eu 87th ‘éegsion cf the All-India Ayurvedic Congrcss
which met at Delhi a few days later, was in a sense supple-
mentary to the National Medical Conference in that it
supported the same demands.  Over 600 delegates from  all
over the country—some of them well-known experts in the
Ayurvedic system—attended the session which was presided over
by Shri Tricumji Jadhavji. Dr. S. P. Mukerjee, Minister [or
Industry and Supply, Government of India, inaugurating the
session, stressetl the need of raising the standard of education
in schools and colleges of Indian medicine and formulating
certain hasic principles for the system on which it can basc its
claim for rccognition by the government. He appealed for a
more intensified rescarch in Indian herbs,

Along with the session an Ayurvedic Exhibition was held
which was opened by Shrt R. R. Diwakar, Minister for Informa-
tion and Broadcasting. Shri Diwakar stated that Ayurveda
was used by 76 to 80 per cent of the people in India and
pleaded for research and standardisation of Ayurvedic medicines.
He was of the opinion that the preventive aspect of Ayurveda
was not very much attended to by those interested in medical
practice. 'What was most essential to modernise Ayurveda was
“the standardisation of quality, methods of administration,
ways of manufacture and the degree of potency”.

A call for a humane approach to crime, criminals, punish-
ment and discharged prisoncrs was made in the opening day's
addresses at the All-India Penological Conference which met at
Lucknow on February 18, 19 and 20. The Conference was
convened by the U.P. Dlschalng Prisoners” Aid Society and
was inaugurated by Shri H. J. Kania, Chief Justice of Indla
Assembled were thinkers, social workers, prison officials, police
officials, magistrates and judges from all over. India. Shri. Lal
Bhadur Shastri, u.p. Polnce Minister; presided..

: ‘The’ conference ‘set-up a Crime Prevention Soc:ety uqdex
t»hef» -chairmanship “of -Shri ,Panpumanaml Verma to” be knowit
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as the All-India Crime Prevention Society. The Society -will

‘make a scientific study of delinquency and crime and the

methods of effectively dealing with them. It will also work
for the improvement of penal and promotion and improvement
of correctional and institutional education centres in the
country. The conference adopted a number of resolutions
approved by its four sections regarding police, prisons, law and
juvenile dclinquency. It recommended the abolition of whip-
ping and opined that capital punishment should be awarded
only in cxceptional circumstances. It also recommended to the
various States, the establishinent of juvenile courts, remand and
children’s homes and held the view that juveniles and first
offenders should, under no circumstances, be sent to prison or
police lock-up for detention.

A Penological Exhibition—the first venture of its kind—
was opened by Mrs. Kania. Numerous implements used by
ariminals in committing different types of crime_ were on show.
There were also demonstrations of modern scientific methods

of investigating and detecting crimes and of treating, preventing
and reforming criminals.

L * ]

Presenting the Indian Railway Budget for the year
1950-51, in Parliament on 2lst February 1950, the Railway
Minister, Shri N. Gopalaswamy Ayyangar forvecast a surplus of
Rs. 14 crores, the surplus in the current year being estimated at.
Rs. 11.02 crores. He made the following points: The railways
had made a remarkable recovery in their working; the punctuality
of passenger trains had gone up; the wagon turn-rourid and.
loading had greatly 1mproved there will be no change in
railway fares and freights; téfi-‘State railway lines covering a

Yo route mileage of' over 6,500 would come under Central control
Aer gt Apnl 1950 as a result of federal fmancial integration. ;

"The Minister pointed out the improvement in émploymént ton-

idmons and reaffirmed. the government’s desire’ to deal with

railway labour, “not only -justly but generously and indeed to:

-~ sét ‘an_example in this respect . for other imdustrial undertak-
- ings”. “Indian Railways are doing well and wxll do better .

conduded ‘Shri Ayyangar. ,
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It was « good record showing the “sound financial posi-
tion” of this "magnificent national assct”.  The integration of
all railway systems under the Centre is cxpected to result in
a well-knit and unified system of railways and {urther improve
the railway position, while the establishment of lactories in
India for the manufacture of new types of coaches and wagons
would lessen our dependence on foreign countries lor rolling-
stock. However, the year's greatest achicvement, so far as our.
railways are concerned, was the completion ol the historic
Assam rail link. No longer need the economic life of Assam
and the northern districts of Bengal “depend upon the good-
will of Pakistan”, which, as current cvents have shown, is not
at all friendly towards us.

* » *

On ZIst February, India beat the Conmmonwealth Cricket
team by three wickets in the fifth and final test. To Mustaq
Ali went the hgnour of hitting the winning shot to give India
the victory and also the rubber. Hazare, Mustaq, Umrigar
and Joshi were mainly responsible for the brilliant victory.
Although Indian fielding was not up to standard, Joshi’s per-
formance behind the stumps, the bowling of Phadkar, Mankad,
C. S. Nayudu and Choudhary and the batting ol Hazare,
Kishanchand, Umrigar and Mustaq, made up the deficiency.
Hazare’s was a real captain’s knock with 84 runs, during which

~

he hit 7 fours.

Among the Commonwealth players, Bill Alley, Frank
Worrell and Jack Holt excelled in batting and Tribe and
Fitznaurice in bowling. Bill Alley’s fielding was an object
lesson to the Indians. Although these tests were not official,
they gave our boys valuable lessons in first-class cricket, from
which they could benefit substantially. To the eredit of the
visitors, it must be said that they played “cricket” both literally
and figuratively. India’s best ‘wishes go to them.

N * *

Shri Sarat Chandra Bosc, elder brother of Netaji Bosc
. and President of the recently formed United Socialist Organi-
sation passed away at 11-40 p.m. on 20th February last. He
was ailing from cardiac thrombosis. Starting his political

‘
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carcer under the leadership of the late Deshbandhu C. R. Das,
Sarat Babu soon made a mark for himself in Bengal and all-
India politics. Although eclipsed to a certain extent by the
fame of his younger brother, Subhas Chandra Bosef Sa’rgt Bapu
had a personality of his own. While his extreme {ndlvxduallty
often led to serious differences of opinion with his col]cagycs
in the Congress, Sarat Babu’s place in. the ‘hearts of the Ind_lan
people has always been secure. His idealism, - keen perception
of events and circumstances and his unparalleled sacrifice in
the cause of freedom made him a hero in the eyes of tho‘se
of us who had the honour and the privilege to participate in
the struggle for independence. The 'fact that almost tl:te jast
thing he did belore he breathed hxs. last was to write an
article for his newspaper, “The N:m.on"f appealing to ic
people of East and West Bengal to maintain peace and amity,
showed the grit of the man and the love of country ‘that
amounted to a passion with both the Bose brothers. Sarat
Babu held the opinion that our indcl)c.ndcncc was not complete
and it required an economic revolution to {nakc it so. We
do not think he was far wrong in this analysis. Now that he
is no longer with us® it behoves us all the more to pursue the.
inspiring ideal he placed before the country. With hl§ SOITOW-
ing countrymen, “Indian Affairs” would hk? to pay its meedr
of tribute to this great Bengali and great Indian who laid down
his life in the service of the Mother whom he so deeply loved

and worshipped.

* * *

Presiding over the sccond session of the All-India Cottage
Industries Board at Jaipur on 25th Febru:{ry last, Dr, S. P:
Mukerjec, India’s Minister for Industry :m'd Sl.lpply, called for
ion to be given to production in respect of the
This new orientation, according to him,
mechanisation of

a “new orientat
cottage -indastries”.
could only be brought about “by a larger

‘the methods of production, the invention of small machines

and labour saving devices, the adaptation of imported rflachmes
to our conditions and to the usc of our r'aw materials, t.he
study -of techniques of production followed in other countries
and experimental work relating to the ad?ptnon of new small-
scale and cottage industries”. Dr. Mukerjee thought that the
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proposed Central Institute of Cottage Industries to be establish-
ed in Aligarh, might play an important part in bringing about
this change. He deplored the *comparative lack of utility
goods produced by cottage ‘industries” and maintained that
there was no real conflict between large-scale and small-scale
industries, both of which have to be “properly integrated into
one co-ordinated economy in national interests”. He went on
to emphasise the need for co-operative organisation of cottagc
industries and said that industrial cooperatives were a desi-
deratum if small-scale industries were to flourish.

* L ] *

On 5th March last, Dr. Mukerjee inaugurating the tenth
annual session of the All-India Manufacturers’ Organisation,
stressed the absolute need for an understanding between
~ Government and industrialists on the one hand and the people
on the other, if the economic policy of the Government was
to get public support. He appealed to manufacturers to
voluntarily set up targets of production and sec them through.
He announced the intention of the Government to introduce
-legislation for the crcation of a machineryfor developing small
and medium industry. Dr. Mukerjee pleaded for sacrifice by
those who are more fortunately placed. “If all sufferings and
sacrifices are to be made by the common people and the poor
people, they will not tolerate it.”

Nearly 200 delegates were present at the meeting, Dr.
Alagappa Chettiar, who presided over the deliberations, dealt
with the various problems that hindered industrial progress in
the country and blamed the government for their lack of a
considered and coherent policy in industrial matters. He
wanted the industrialists to be allowed to go ahead unhirndered.

Dr. Chettiar pointed out the deterioration in the financial

status of the middle classes—who formed a very important sec-

tion of the population—and suggested that relief be given to

them in the form of cheaper education and housing facilities.

The A.LM.O. is currently running a Manufacturers’ Indus-

fj“trial Exhibition in Delhi which can be aptly described as India’s
first Trade Fair.

* * =
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The proceedings of the 23rd annual session of the Federa-
tion of Indian Chambers of Commerce which was held in
New Delhi on 11th and 12th March last, were “notable alike
for their appreciation of what the Government had done to
restore economic health to the country and the contribution
the business community could make towards bringing about
increased production”. The Prime Minister who addressed the
gathermg of business-men and industrialists surveyed the econo-
mic situation against the background of political events.

Resolutions passed by the Federation demanded abolition
of controls and restoration of the normal channels of trade as
the best method of providing more avenues of employment to.
the middle classes, opposed state trading, criticised indiscrimi-}
nate launching of industrial enterprises by the State and called'
for close cooperation between the Government and industria-’
lists. Another resolution laid down a 7-point programme for
counteracting the stagnation in production which is at the root
of the present economic malaise. Shri G. D. Birla, who spoke
on the occasion, felt that the future of the country was very
bright, although things were in a bad way at present. Business-
men, he declared, could make it cven brighter “by educating
our masters and by doing our job”.

* . » ’ »

As these lines are being written, ominous clouds are gather-
ing in the eastern horizon and the situation seems to be getting

ripe for a show-down in Eastern Pakistan. The atrocities per-

petrated on the helpless Hindu minority. in East Bengal arc
gradually coming to light after.weeks of complete silence by
the Government of that pmvmce over what had happened
there. There has been such a heavy censorship of news and
events in East Bengal during the past two months or so, that
people in India had to spend days of great anxiety and despair.
Even the activities of such a recognised news agency as the
Press Trust of India, have been practically banned by the East
Bengal Government. It would appear as if they are unwilling
to permit impartial observers to see things for themselves.
Obviously, this attitude is born of a guilty conscience.
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The people’of India and the Indian press have in general
been restraining themselves in spite of grave provocations so
as to enable our government to take suitable action in the
grave emergency that has arisen. That action will naturally
depend, as the Prime Minister stated, on the developing cir-
cumstances. We can only hope that Pakistan will learn the
error of its ways before it is too late and thus avert a catastrophe.

* - *

The Budget of the Government of India lor 1950-51
published on 28th February last, shows a revenue of Rs. 347.5
crores and an expenditure of Rs. 337.88 crores, leaving a surplus
of Rs. 9.62 crores. The Finance Minister, Dr. Mathai, in his
Budget statement announced a scries of tax-reliefs and reduc-
tions. The rates for locally delivered letters are to be reduced
from two annas to one anna and postcards from nine pics to
six pies; the basic charges on ordinary tclegrams are to be
reduced from nine annas to cight annas, and on cxpress tele-
grams from Re. 1-2-0 to Re. 1; the rates for trunk tclephone
calls are to be reduced from Rs. 16 to Rs. 12 for ordinary
and from Rs. 32 to Rs. 24 for urgent; the Dividend Limitation
Act to be discontinued; Business Profits Tax is to be abolished:
income-tax paid by companies is to be reduced from 5 10 4
annas with a concurrent increase in company supertax by half
an annpa; the tax on the income slab between Rs. 10,000 to
Rs. 15,000 is to be reduced from 3} to 3 annas; the tax on the
income slabs above Rs. 15,000 is to be rcduced from 5 to 4
annas; the maximum rate of personal supertaxis to be reduced
from 9 annas for earned income and 10 annas for unearned
income to a flat rate of 8} annas; for Hindu undivided families,
the exemption limit is to be raised from Rs. 5,000 to Rs. 6,000.
The net cost of all these reliefs comes to Rs. 8.31 crores,
leaving an estimated surplus of Rs. 1.31 crores.

Other points from the Finance Minister’s statement were:

1. Food production in 1949 is estimated at about 48 mil-
lion tons as against 41 million tons in 1948.

2. Procurement for eleven months ending November, 1949,

was 4.2 million tons against a target of 4.6 million tons for
the whole year.
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3. Production in 1950 is expected to show an increase of
2.8 million tons over that of 1949, while procurement target
for that year has been raised by a further million tons over
the target fixed for 1949, with a corresponding decrease in
imports from overseas.

4. Imports next year are now placed at 1.5 million tons,
of which approximately 200,000 tons will go to build up a
reserve.

5. The production of jute in 1949 is estimated at 30 lakhs
of bales against 20 lakhs of bales in the previous year. The
target for nexe year has been fixed at 50 lakhs of bales.

6. Cotton production, which amounted to 28 lakhs of
bales in 1949, is to be raised to 36 lakhs of bales in 1950,

7. Out of 1,365 cases referred to the Income-tax Investi-
gation Commission, 116 cases have been disposed of. From
these a sum of about Rs. 2.25 crores is likely to be recoverable.

8. The budgeted cxpenditure on defence of Rs. 168 crores
includes a provision of Rs. 8 crores for the pay, allowances and
maintenance of Indian States Forces to be taken over by the
Centre on federal financial integration.
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The Religion of Mahatma Gandhi

Dr. P. Nacaraja Rao

In this revealing study, Prof. P. Nagaraja Rao, M.A., D.Litt. of
the M. N. College, Visnagar (Gujarat) discusses the religious idcals
and precepts that guided Mahatma Gandhi in the conduct of his
daily life. ‘The soul of Mahatma Gandhi is his religion, says Dr.
Rao, and his religion is at once scientific and humanistic. —lsditor.

The soul of Mahatma Gandhi is his religion. He defines
religion after the manner of Tolstoi. True religion is a rela-
tion, accordant with reason and knowledge which man estab-
lishes with infinite lifc surrounding him, and which is such
as binds his life to that infinite and guides his conduct. He
writes, “I have no desirc for the perishable kingdom of carth.
1 am striving for the Kingdom of Heaven, which is spiritual
deliverance. For me the road to salvation lies through inces-
sant toil in the service of the country and humanity. I want
to -identify myself with everything that lives. In thc language
of the Gita I want to live at peace with both friend and foe.
So my patriotism is for me a stage on my journey to the land
of eternal freedom and peace. Thus it will be seen that for
me there are no politics devoid of religion. They subserve
_religion. Politics bereft of religion are a death-trap because
they kill the soul.”

The manifest destiny and the supreme purpose of man’s
life is spiritual realisation. All other goods will be added unto
us, provided we seek first the kingdom of heaven. Men ¢on-
_ceive the one ineffablc supreme spirit which is realised in the
hour of mystic union under different names and forms adequate

to, their several psychological and intellectual equipments.

~ Gandhiji described the Supreme as Truth and the mcthod to
obtain it as Non-violence. As the One Supreme transcends all

forms and names it is irreligion to be intolerant of the different °

descriptions of ‘God given by the various religions. The God
of one religion is not the enemy of the other. They are all
_several expressions of one and the same spirit differing in
. :perspective and forms. Gandhiji revived this inherent catholi-
. city of Hinduism, preached and practised it and laid down
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his life for it. He did not believe in a God who denied the
existence of his rivals. He worshipped the Supreme Spirit
under all the forms. He declared “1 regard all the great faiths
of the world as equally true
with my own. It hurts me to
see any one of them caricatured
as they are today by their
followers.”

This broad outlook and the
significant conception of the
fellowship of faiths, is_destruc-
tive of all bigotry, fanaticism,
religious wars, dogmatism, crude
and violent communalism and
has made religion progressive
and rational. The central truth
of religion is expcrience and
not any dogma or document.
Men need to cultivate the moral
life to realise the Spirit. They
need not surrender their in-
tellect, nor sacrifice their ration-
ality, nor accept at second hand
any account of reality. They
themselves can realise it in their
own sclves. Such a definition
of religion as spiritual and
individual gives a deserved blow
to all institutional religion
which petrifies truth and kills
the sptrit.

God and man can meet
- directly. Man is not a fallen
being.’ He is not a creature of
sin. He has divinity in him.
He is God in the making. Ig-
(norance and vice have distorted his rcal nature. He has to
discover himself back. The scriptures of the world declare it.

4
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The Upanishad says, That ave thou. The Bible, The spint
of man is the candle of the Lovd. So God created man in his
own image. I and my Father are one. Gandhiji does not, like
the dogmatic creeds, believe in the assertion: “Thou shalt have
none other God but me.”” He does not hold the view that
man and God are for ever divided and that man’s efforts are
of no avail except through the grace of the Lord. He does
not say like some theologians that “man is completely under
the domain of Satan, he is carnal and is completely devoid of
any glimmer of divine light.”

He believes in the dignity, divinity and spiritual equality
of man. Man is a creature on the borderland. By effort and
moral strength he can attain the divine life and do good to all.
By his constant insistence on moral lifc and the value of the
deliverance of an enlightcned social conscience, Gandhiji
cleansed Hinduism in particular and religion in gencral of all
‘superstition and hypocrisy.

To the Mahatma, religion is not mere belief; it is bchaviour.
It is the “art and theory of the internal life of man, so far as
it depends on himself and on what is permanent in the nature
of things”. In the words of Professor Whitchead, it is what
“the individual does with his own solitariness”. Religion for
the Mahatma is life lived as a whole. He does not bifurcate
politics and religion, or individual ethics and state politics, or
means and ends. For him there must be no double standard
of morality. Life does not admit of such divisions. What is
individually reprehensible cannot be politically admirable.
Bad means defeat good ends. Gandhiji writes, “Ends ard means
are interchangeable in my philosophy.” Further he regards
that religion must be concrcte and must enter into our daily
life and not be a matter for Sundays. Active moral life and
sincere prayer must go together. Utter sclflessness and taking
upon ourselves the suffering of others and educating the
opponent through non-violence must be our method.

Most of the items of the Gandhian constructive programme
- hinge round the one powerful doctrine namely, the equality
of man. The traditional literalist Hindu was merely asserting
the ‘spiritual equality of man’ and maintaining a rigorous
inequality (consciously built) on all other planes. Gandhiji
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wanted to transplant the doctrine of spiritual equality to the
material, economic, social and political planes. A mere politi
cal democracy is not enough. Decentralisation and devolution
of power, and a world of self-contained units are the transla
tions of the principle on the economic plane. The most ethical
and spectacular translation of the spiritual equality of man i
expressed by Gandhiji in his memorable fight against untouch
ability. Who can forget his celebrated, unforgettable declara
tion before the Minority Committee in the 1931 Round Table
Conference! ‘Let this committee and through it the whole
world know that there is a body of Hindu reformers who feel
that untouchability is a shame, not on untouchables but of
orthodox Hinduism and they are therefore pledged to remove
this blot. 1 would far rather Hinduism died than untouchabi
lity lived. I want to say with all- the emphasis that 1 command
that if I was the only person to resjst this thing I would resist
it with my life.”

Gandhiji’s doctrine of non-violence is a new chapter, but
not discontinuous with the old in the history of Hindu thought.
Traditional Hinduism regarded violence as neutral and that
its worth is determined by its'use. Manu and others regarded
that violence must be opposed by violencé and so sanctioned
its use in some cases. They justified the righteous wars.
Gandhiji by his interpretation of the Gita has established that
violence can never be of any good and its use under any cir-
cumstance, even be it for self-defence, is hound to fail. Vio-
lence is not ultimate. For man to stop at the stage of violence
is to arrest his evolution at the jungle level. *“Non-violence
is the law of our species as violence is the law of the brute”,
says Gandhiji. “The spirit lies dormant in the brute and he
knows no law but that of physical might. The dignity of man
requires obedience to a higher law, to the strength of the spirit.
The rishis who discovered the law of non-violence -in the midst
of violence were greater-geniuses than Newton.” On another

- occasion he declared: “If blood be shed, let it be our blood.

Cultivate the quiet courage of dying without killing. For man
lives freely only by his readiness to die, if need be at the hands
of his brother, never by killing him.”
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To a war-shattered and nerve-racked world given over to
the pursuit of classwar aud cruelty, non-violence is a great
remedy. It is not a matter for academic debate for highbrows,
but it is the exasperated cry of the hour. It is mis-education
to put youths into uniform, instil in them the hatred of the
rival, indoctrinate them with the current supcrstitions of race,
nation and class. We twist them out of shape, blast the
charities of their heart and strip their spirit of all their moral
sensc and love and ask thew to fight their fellow-men. Thus
we create our armies, air lorces and ,atom-bomb and after all
this we cry, ‘man is by nature violent’! With all his force
Gandhiji lays stress on the need to build up the inner man.
He believes that we ought to reorient our points of view and
forswear our foolish ways. Mere organisational improvements
will not do. Hc has the grand conception of the oneness of
humanity. He asks us to fight against the favourite doctrines
of the Devil, “One thing is not another”, and “One sell is not
another”. “My good is my good and yours is yours”., He
declarcs a war against this unregenerate selfishness. He declares,
“There cannat be happiness for any of us until it is won for all.”

The message of Gandhiji's religion is an exhortation to
all of us to build in cach onc¢ of us—man and woman—a solid
core really and quy human, and so condition our behaviour
patterns as to give up greed, ambition, vanity, pride, jealousy,
bad temper, uncontrolled tongue, and to instil in ourselves
moral qualities like disinterestedness, courage, honesty, a sense
of justice and fair-play, patience, self-mastery, and above all
the power to endure and wait, to persevere in a clearly and
consciously scen objective and to resist the attrition of every-
day existence in this mechanised world of ours. The religion
of Gandhiji is at once scientific and humanistic; it helps us
to live without surrendering the rights of rcason and the needs
of humanity. It is the best introduction to veracity. It is the
encmy of cant and hypocrisy. The ideal man, the Vaishnava,
is best described in Gandhiji’s favourite song:

“He is a truc lover of all who knows
And feels another’s woes as his own;
Ever ready to serve, never boasts;

He bows to every one and despises none,
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Keeping his thought, word, and deed pure.
Blessed is the mother of such a one.

He reverences every woman as his mother
He kceps an equal mind and does not stain
His lips with f[alschood: nor does he
Touch another’s wealth, no bonds

Of attachment can hold him.

Ever in tunc with Ramanama, his body
Possesses in jtself all places of pilgrimage,
Freed from greed and deceit, passion and anger,
This is the true Vaishnava.”
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® Increase in Ptoduction in 1949

Appreciable increases in the production of steel, cement and
coal are revealed in the production figures for the year 1949
officially released recently. . In steel production the risc was 5.8
per cent, in cement 33 per cent and in coal raisings 23 per
cent. These statistics reveal that the Government of India’s
cfforts to stimulate production and the assistance given by them
to various industries, particularly those which are vital to the
economic rccovery of the country, have yielded satisfactory
results. .

In 1949 India produced 0.9 million tons of steel as against
0.85 million tons in 1948, although early in 1919 there had been
a break-down in the Tata’s Blooming Mill as well as in the
SCOB’S Sheet Mill. In the ccment industry, three new factories
came into existente and a few existing units expanded their
capacity with the result that the cement production in 1949
was about 2 million tons, whereas in 1948 the total oufput was
1.5 million tons only. The coal industry also registered an
improvement last ycar inasmuch as the total raisings were
nearly 31 million tons, which represented an increase of about
1 million tons over the 1948 output.

Important industries like aluminium, electric motors, trans-
formers, electric lamps, bicycles, conduit pipes, refractories.
sulphuric acid, superphosphates, caustic soda, paper, etc., also
showed an improvement in production in 1949 over that of the
previous year.

@ Centre to take over Hyderabad Communications

_ Railways, airports and the tele-communications system in
Hyderabad State, of a total estimated value of Rs. 20 crores,
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will be taken over by the Governmer_n of India on f%].)ril ESt
this year. The State may not bfe paid any COl’X‘lpenf'lthn Orf
the transfer of these Federal sub]ects‘, but the (;ovemmfen‘t o
India arc expected to subsidise the S_t:fte to meet to a Lcu.fq)n?
extent the deficits in its revenues 'fmsmg out oi' lhf: trgns LO)O
Thus, the Nizam's State Railway, with a route n.nlcagc of 1,2

on which, it is estimated, Rs. 18 crores have been mvcfstcd, \\'qulq
be taken over by the Central Government. Other mstal-latmm
in the State coming under Federal control arce the Begumpet

Airport constructed at a cpst of about Rs. 90 lakhs and the

telephone and tele-communications systems built at a cost of
Rs. 20 lakhs and Rs. 5 lakhs respectively.

® Indian Assault on Mt. Everest '

An Indian party of five men will make axhl‘atte.mpt.to.
reach Mouut Everest in April 1950. -Thc cxpedxtxon.ls being
organised by the Himalaya Manda.l, formed recently n} Po'ona
with the object of making o detailed study of ic I-Lmalalya;
and to carry expeditions to the diff(.trcm peaks of the SHOV\,’:C;
ranges. This will be the first Indian attempt to c:l:u:luen tf :
highest peak in the world wl:lich has not heen reached so fa
despite 14 German and English attempts.

® World Air Record set up

Air India International claims to have set l?p a \.vorld record
of 17 hours and 55 minutes for a scheduled service flight b[eug:::n-
London and Bombay. This included a halt of one houfr lv;f tio};}
five minutes at Cairo airport. The Bombay-bound cmgtc? aand
was piloted by Captain D. K. Jatar from London to Cairo

by Captain R. Khan from Cairo to Bombay.

e India’s Trade Balance Imprqves i'_‘ 1949 .

Figures of India’s exports by sea in 1949 reveal a sub_starmal
increase over the previous year’s figures. Exports during th‘e
year amounted to Rs. 428 crores and re-exports to Rs. 13 crores,
making an export total of Rs. 441 crores. The total figure for
1948 was Rs. 428 croves, comprising exports Rs. 419 crores and

AY
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re-cxports Rs. 9 crores. The break-down according to currency
arcas of figures for 1949 and 1948 is:

Year Dollar Avea Other Hard  Soft Aveas Total
Areas

1948 88 crores 31 crores 309 croves 128 crores

1949 9B 33 . 291 419

There was a fall of Rs. 9 crores in 1949 in cxports to all
hard currency arcas, but in the last quarter of 1919 (i.c., after
devaluation), there was an appreciable rise in exports to hard
currency dreas amounting to Rs. 41 crores as against Rs. 21
crores of the previous quarter.

Exports of cotton picce-goods in December last reached a
new peak figure of 86.5 million yards valued at Rs. 7.17 crores
as against the November figures of 63.5 million yards and Rs.
5.4 crores. The export of raw and waste cotton also showed
an increasc of 3,000 tons in December. India’s main hard cur-
rency earners were jute manufactures, raw jute, raw and waste
cotton, mica, lac, hides and skins, manganese ore and groundnut
seed.

Imports of merchandise by sea in 1919 amounted to Rs. 621
crores, showing an adverse balance of Rs. 180 crores for the
year, as against Rs. 200 crores of the previous year.

® Rural Social Education Drive

Approximately 45 million people in the age-group 12-40 out
of a total of 162 million adult illiterates in India, arc to be
given social education within the next five years. This rccom-
mendation has been made by a special committee sct up by the
Central Advisory Board of Education to give practical shape to
the new programme of social education in the country. The
committec’s report has since been approved by the Government
of India. Other points relating to the programme are as follows:
(1) All possible usce to be made of the media and techniques of
mass education; (2) Wherever possible social education centres
to be housed in primary schools and function as community
centres;  (3) Education to be imparted primarily thiough the
school teachers, whose present number is 5,50,000 volunteers to
be trained and utilised and camps to be organised for an in-
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tensive coursc of from six to eight weeks; (4) Per capita
expenditure on Social Education not to vary materially from
province to province; and  (5) The standard of attainment to
be practically the same throughout the country.

@ Telephones show Substantial Profit

The Government of India have made a total profit of
Rs. 7 crores to Rs. 8 crores from the telephone system since they
took them over in 1942. The entirc profit has been poured

into the pool of Central revenues. .

@ India’s trade with Pakistan and Afghanistan

India had a favourable trade balance of Rs. 36,40,000 with
Pakistan and an unfavourable balance of Rs. 19,20,000 with
Afghanistan through the various land customs stations in the
Punjab during December 1949. India’s exports to Pakistan
amounted to Rs. 37,88,000 and to Afghanistan Rs. 6,14,000 and
the values of imports from these two countrics were Rs. 1,438,000
and Rs. 25,834,000 respectively, Main articles of export were coal,
cigarcttes, bidis, tea, medicine, etc, and the main articles of
import were dry and [resh fruits, salt, cotton sccd, drugs,
metals, etc.

® Foreign Aid to Indian Industry

Negotiations for foreign participation in Indian industrial
projects have been finalised in regard to 75 projects between
August 15, 1947 and the end of 1949 involving a total foreign
investment of 213 million dollars. 38 of these projects relate
to the manufacture of consumer goods, 21 for capital goods
and 16 for electric power. 74 per cent. of forcign investment is
in capital goods projects, including electric power establish-
ments and 26 per cent in the consumer goods industries. 32
projects with a capital investment of Rs. 80 crores are under
state auspices and 43, with a capital investment of Rs. 21.9
crores, are organised under private enterprise.

® Atomic Pile for India

Pandit Nehru told Parliament.on January 9, 1950 that India
hoped to produce atomic cnergy within a reasonable time. Steps
5
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had been taken to process atomic energy raw materials and
conserve them for Indian use and it was planned to set up a
small pile within a few years. Steps had also been taken to
sct up a factory for processing raw materials and the factory
would be in full operation within a year. A nucleus of workers
covering the different techniques required for the work, Pandit
Nehru revealed, had already been trained, while other personnel
required for this and other atomic work were under training.

® History of India’s Freedom Struggle

The Government of India have sct up a preliminary com-
mittee consisting of Dr. Tara Chand, Dr. R. C. Majumdar,
Dr. Bisheswar Prasad, Prof. C.-S. Srinivasachari, Dr. S. N. Sen,
Shri R. R. Diwakar and Dr. G. C. Narang for the collection,
from all possible sources, of necessary materials for the compila-
tion of a history of the freedom movement in India. Tt has
been decided to undertake a detailed survey from 1870 to August
15, 1947. While thorough investigations in India will be made
for past documents and records, -enquiries will also be made
abroad, especially at the India Office in London, Pondichcrry,
Chandernagore, Paris, Geneva, Mexico City, San Francisco and
Canada. Official German, Italian and Japanecse sources will be
exploited for fuller details on the activities of the Indian
National Army.

® Indian Fish Oil as Antidote to Blood Pressure

High blood pressure can be relieved through the oil of a
fish found in the Bay of Bengal known as “Galeocedretrigrinus”,
The oil can bring down blood pressure by 60 points in 5 days.
This has been proved by Dr. S. Nyogi who has just returned to
India after research in hyper-tension in the United States.

® Opening of Basic Schools

India’s Education Minister, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad,
told Parliament in February last that junior basic schools had
been started in all the states except the Punjab. A few senior
basic schools had also been started in Bihar, Madhya Pradesh
and Bombay. Government had already spent about Rs. 19
lakhs for the training of basi¢ education teachers in the centrally
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administered arcas of Delhi and Ajmer, where at present 1,296
students were undergoing training for teaching.

® Higher Technical Education

On the advice of the All-India Council of Technical Educa-
tion the Government of India have decided to set up forthwith
the Eastern Higher Technical Institute at Hijli in Midnapore
district, West Bengal. In order that the Institutc may start
functioning effectively at an early date, the Government have
appointed a Board of Governors for the Institute. The estab-
lishment of the Institute was originally recommended by an
ad hoc committee appointed by the Government of India to
report ‘on the development of higher technical institutions in
India. That Committee recommended the establishinent of four
institutions—one in the East, one in the West, one in the North
and one in the South—to satisfy the requirements of the country.
The Eastern Higher Technical Institution, when fully develop-
ed, will provide extensive facilitics for the training of 2,000
under-graduates and 1,000 post-graduate and research students
in various branches of engineering and technology.

@ India Sponsors new International Body

Eleven countries have accepted India’s proposal to set up
a new international body to be called the International Com-
mission on Irrigation and Canals. The main function of the
Commission would be to encourage study and progress in design,
construction, maintenance and operation of large and small
irrigation works and canals and to collect all relevant
information. The headquarters of the GCommission  will
be in India. The eleven countries are: Pakistan, Canada,
Egypt, Brazil, Turkey, the Netherlands, Switzerland, Siam,
Ceylon, Indonesia and Yugoslavia. Replies from a large number
of other countries are awaited. A meeting of the representatives
of countries which have agreed to become members of the
new body is likely to be convened in India this summer to
frame the constitution and take a final decision about the
holding of a plenary session of the Commission in January
1951. The Government of India have decided that the Central
Board of Irrigation, Simla, should function as the national -
committee for India for the International Commission on Irriga-
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tion and Canals. Ag such, the Board will be in charge ot all
arrangements for the Commission’s meetings, ctc. India and
the other eleven participating countries between them possess
much 1.nore than half of the total irrigated area in the world.
According to the latest available information, the total arcas
under irrigation in some of these countrics are¢ as follows:
India—49 million acres: Pakistan—21 million acres; Egypt—6
million acres; and Iraq—4 million acres.

® Woman Flier wins First Prize in National Air Race

In the first National Air Race conducted by the Aero Club
of India over a 341 mile coursec (Barrackpore-Jamshedpur-
Asansol-Barrackporc) on February 25th, Miss Prem Mathur, the
25-year old woman flier from the Hind Flying Club, Kanpur,
won the race and the best woman contestant’s prize in her
Stlvaire. Interviewed, Miss Mathur observed: ““Though it is a

bit strenuous, yet 1 believe women of my country have a bright
future in aviation.”

® 70 Lakh non~-Muslims Migrate to India

The Minister for Rehabilitation, Shri Mohanlal Saxcna,
said in Parliament recently that 70 lakhs of non-Muslims had
migyated from Pakistan into India up to January 31, 1950. Of
them 54 lakhs were from West Pakistan and 16 lakhs from
East Pakistan. He said it was not possible to state the number
of non-Muslims still remaining in Pakistan. Mr. Saxena also
revealed that the number of Muslims who had migrated to
Pakistan was about 58 lakhs. It was not possible to state the
number of Muslims who had returned to India, he added, but
many Muslims were coming to India from East Pakistan.

® Educational Exchange Agreement with United States
On 2nd February 1950, India became the sixteenth nation
to conclude an agrecment with the United States whereby funds
realized from the sale of American wartime surplus property
will be made available for cducational cxchange purposes.
The accord, signed here by Prime Minister Pandit Nehru and
the American Ambassador, Loy Henderson, will make available

an annual sum of approximately Rs. 19 lakhs to finance studics,

rescarch projects and other educational activitics of and for
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Americans in approved institutions of higher learnit'lg in India.
It will also provide costs of transporta'tio.n fo?~ Ir}dla.n students
going to the United States to attend sxmxlar'mstxtutxons there.
Comprising fifteen articles and one appendlx, the agreement
has been signed under the provisions of the U.S. Public Law

popularly known as the Fulbright Act.

® Historical Records to be Microfilmed

Half a lakh of rupees are to be spent for obtaining micro-
film copies of all unpublished records relating to modern Indian
history not available in this country. Contacts h:}ve been estab-
lished with several countries in Europe and with the US.A.
for this purposc and some of them have agreed to cooperate

with the scheme.

® India’s Budget through the years:
(In crores of Rupees)

Year Revenuc Expenditure Deficit (—)
or Surplus (+)
1940-41 107.65 114.18 — 653
1945-46 360.67 484.57 — 123.90
194748 A 178.77 185.29 -  6.52
194849 B 332.32 339.87 - 7.55
1949-50 C 307.74 822.53 - 1479
1949-50 D 322.58 322.04 + 049
1949-50 E 332.36 336.10 - 374
1949-50 F 347.50 337.88 + 962
1950 G 339.19 337.88 + L31

A—for 74 months; B-revised; C~—on pre-budget taxation;
D—with relief and new taxation; E—revised; F—on old level
of taxation; G—with new measures.

e India to Encourge Tourist Traffic

Dollar-hungry India is entering the field of tourist traffic.
India is rich in tourist attraction—scenic grandeur unmatched
anywhere else in the world and ancient monuments comparabl.e
in age and majesty to any elsewhere—and the transport authori-
ties are working out a plan to launch a worldwide drive begin-
ning from this year to attract tourists, particularly from America.

v
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The Transport Ministry has formed an informal American
tourist promotion group, (‘onsisting of representatives of Ameri-
can transport and travel interests in India to advise the Govern-

ment of India on the immediate measures to be taken to attract

and handle a larger volume of American tourist trafic. The
authoritics have relaxed the stringency of certain customs and
visa laws. Some of the Indian Embassics abroad have been
authorized to issue visas. The import and export vestrictions
too have been liberalized. So have the restrictions on liquor.
The Government of India hope to cut “red tape” to the
minimum. A card carried by a tourist will ¢nable him auto-
matically to draw ten gallons of petrol a week without having
to queuc up for coupons after arrival in India. He will get
prompt customs clearance and facilities in regard to railway
retiring room, dak bungalow and rest-house accommodation.
It will secure for him personal attention from officers in charge
of museums and monuments, These cards will be sent in
thousands to Indian Consular offices abroad. In addition, the
passports and visas of tourists will be embossed with the label
“tourists”. Tourists will be allowed to have their own choice
of food in railway restaurant cars and hotels instead of having
to stick to the usual menu. As soon as they are accommodated
in a hotel, they will get liquor permits. Even in those states
where such permits have to be paid for, they will get them [ree.
The Transport Ministry, and not individual railways, will in
future give recognition to travel agents. This would enable
the Government to form a uniform policy. As part of the
plan to improve hotel facilities, more telephones will be installed
in suites. The Economic Commission for Asia and the Far
East has agreed to undertake a hotel survey in India and make
recommendations for improving the position from the tourist
point of view. There will be tourist sections in the different
consular offices. The Ministry of Transport will open regional
tuorist offices in Bombay, Calcutta and Madras. The Tourist
Trafic Committee, appointed by the Government in 1948, has
been asked to prepare a scheme for the training of guides. A
sum of Rs. 5 lakhs has been sanctioned for tourist publicity

and another sum of Rs. 2 lakhs for regional organization in
1950-51,
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® Akhil Hind Balak Sang o . ' .
The latest annual report of the activities ol the Bdlkal?
. zr Akhil Hind Balak Sangh, shows the progress maclllc 'y
thi a[;:)p'ular children’s organisation which was sllz.lrftcd.as eafl )t/h(;:
o i i > ¢ aim of
i i Pakistan). The chiet a
6, in Karachi (now In e s
:&S:fochtion is to keep children as happy as pom.b]ei Zlm(]l;atl(])(a;
b 4 ¢ —
2 by themselves, There are provinc !
ﬂ'“;;:llri;ki\rl)d(l;lc))nlbyay, Delhi, Gujerat and Uttar ?rad%ﬁl a}xgld]al;
}Illals more than 100 branches spread all O\L%roz)r(;dxs..ngs 1;1 : :lzren
i bout 20,000, br1
ith a total membership of a . , bri !
fan(i};le‘: in their leisure time for recreation which is conlsxdered
tngc a good medium of education in the most llbe;a se::,ii
Boys and girls meet in these centres once a week at least It
o ‘a r%-'trranged programme of intelligent amusemerlllts. .tz
ot ‘P‘Education and Entertainment’. The Sar_lgh' a§ i
oven ohil a poor children’s fund, monthly journals

hildren’s libraries, 5 ' nals
;)r:v‘;ilclg;isll and Indian languages and a pen-friendship section

It holds periodical cxcursions an'd tours a;lld }slz)al;itsinworol;er;
amps. Its future programme includes the ¢ g 2
gl?]}dren's Volunteer Corps, Children’s Mutual Aid pen;c?s a

a Cllhildren's Own Muscum. Shri B. G. Kher,' Chl'Cf i (;mssltl?-;
of Bombay, is the President of the Balkaan-BanL (;nlalistan"
Shewak Bhojraj, its Gencral, Secretary. Address—*Gu ,

Khar, Bombay 21.

Ji-B

Bombay -

e Aarey Milk Colony B .
Mr. Wolllisberg, Directoir'of the Nest.lfs antcll ::2?20-?\::;
Milk Products, Switzerland, who recently visited 1: eh : i:; Milk
Colony at Goregaon, observed, “I have no doubt tha 1
Y o his Milk Colony will be considered a m-onumen.ta
e hicvome tb Aarey Colony as it stands to-day is superior
aChleVCmfn l.i.d.ai.ry farms in Europe and if the present standards
o mzmy - re maintained, it can very well qualify as a II.I(?del
o .efﬁClenCY aen in Europe.” Mr. Wolflisberg, who has vmfed
dalrzli L:imo: vdairy farms in Europe and America and ha.s life-
:l::g Tx;erience of dairying conditions in many count;xes ;)ff
the world, stated that Aarey Farm was perhaps the only self-



468

contained farm of its standard and magnitude anywhere in the
world.

Madhya Pradesh

® Teaching Wrestling in Schools

The Madhya Pradesh Education Department has decided
to introduce wrestling in all primary and sccondary schools with
immediate effect. In Berar it would be compulsory in the
initial stages. 10 as the result of cxperience it proves to be
successtul it would be made compulsory in other schools of
the State also next year, thereby making it a part of the
curricalum.

. Madras

® Social Education

The Government of Madras have sanctioned a supplemen-
tal Adult (Social) Education Scheme costing Rs. 1.57 lakhs for
introduction in the current year. 500 adult schools are pro-
posed to be started immediately, the schools being attached
to colleges, secondary schools and higher clamentary schools.
A bonus of Re. I per adult who becomes literate, has also been
sanctioncd by the Government.

® Food Production Drive

An additional 14,000 tons of food-grains are expected in
the State’s food production under the several schemes of irriga-
tion—both by wells and tanks—carried out since April 1, 1949.
About 29,000 acres of land have been brought under cultiva-
tion with the help of these irrigation schemes. Nearly 300
old tanks have been repaired and pump sets provided, benchit-
ing about 5,800 acres. In addition, a number of small dams,
new tanks and tubc wells have been constructed.

® Electrical Undertakings to be Nationalized

Sri M. Bhaktavatsalam, Minister for Public Works and
Electricity, announced in the State Legislative Assembly on
1ith March, 1950 that the Government would complete
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nationahisation ol clecirical undertakings in the State in about
five years. He said a sum of about Rs. 3.5 crores would be
payable as compensation to the owiers of these undertakings.
The Minister said there were 39 private undertakings in
the State which would be acquired in five batches, one after
another, the less cfficient ones taking precedence.

Mysore

® Better and Cheaper Small-pox Vaccine

A new method of producing small-pox vaccine which will
ensure higher purity and lower costs has been evolved in the
Vaccine Instituie, Bangalore. It was found that external appli-
cation of Streptomycin over the vaccinated area of a calf twice
daily for tive days, reduced the bacterial contamination. This
would enable vaccine 1o be preserved up to two years at below
7Cr0 temperature.

Punjab

® Industries Making Satisfactory Progress

Industries in the Punjab made satisfactory progress during
January, 1950.  Sports goods manufacturers at Jullundur and
Batala did roaring business. The difficultics of raw material
particularly of willow however continued and to overcome this,
manufacturers imported badly manufactured sports goods from
Kashmir and utilized the willow used in them. In textiles,
the spinning and weaving mills at Bhiwani increased produc-
tion by 48 per cent. over last month. Lacquer and wood-work-
ing industrics of Hoshiarpur and Jullundur remained active
and goods worth Rs. 13,000 were exported to US.A. The
stone dressing industry of Rohtak, Bahadurgarh and Sonepat
has completely revived because the scarcity of skilled artisans
created by the migration of Muslims has since been overcome,
The small fabricators of trunks, balties and other hollow-ware
had good business.

® Township Built by Refugees
On 22nd February, 1950, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru paid
a visit to Nilokheri, which is the first project of its kind in the

[
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country where refugees have built up a township. in what was
two years ago a marshy jungle. They have built workshops,
run their own schools and a dairy farm, produced and sold
their goods on a cooperative basis and bought their daily neces-
saries from their own cooperative stores. Even the humble
pan shop in this industrial township is a subsidiary of a co-
operative concern. So far 280 workers’ flats have been com-
pleted; 180 morc would be ready soon, while the construction
of a market-place after the pattern of Connaught Circus in New
Delhi, hospital and school buildings is proceeding apace. The
present strength of the town is 6,000 of whom 1,800 persons
work in the various industrial and other establishments.

Pandit Nchru visited the various workshops in the col_ony
and saw the men at work. In the conaecte products section,
cement slabs, pipes and sanitary requirements for the t()wnsh'lp
as well as for salc were being manufactured. In the industrial
section there were a tinsmithy, foundry, fitter shop, machine

shop and departments for the manufacture of hosicry, leather:

goods, weaving, dycing and calico printing. . The Prime
Minister also visited a printing press and a furniture workshop.
These places were humming with activity.

® Vocational Training Centres

The number of displaced persons under training in differ-
ent vocational training centres run by the Punjab Government
was 4,318 including 1,095 women on 1st February 1950. Fhere
are about forty Vocational Training Centres in the Punjab where
training is imparted in over fifty crafts. The up-to-date expen-
diture on raw materials for Vocational Training Scheme is
Rs. 3,60,000 against which goods worth Rs. 1,46,000 have been
manufactured.  Finished articles of the value of Rs. 70,000
have been sold and the rest are in stock. '

® Panchayats have a Busy Time

Panchayats in the Punjab are evincing a keen interest in the
“Grow More Food Campaign” in the State. Small pieces of
barren land are being brought under the plough. Manure pits
in scores are being dug for the conservation of village rubbish
and manure. Destruction of rats and harmful weeds is being
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carried with considerable success. Improved seeds are being
increasingly used. ‘The Panchayats raised about Rs. 7,600 by
taxation and Rs. 2,300 through voluntary contributions during
the month of January 1950. Three new schools and one
library were started during the month and 235 boys were got
admitted into schools by Panchayats. Guliana and Sangri
Panchayats in Karnal district collected Rs. 11,000 for construc-
tion of a school building. Other works of public utility like
construction and repair of public buildings, kuhals, culverts,
baolies, public paths, ctc, were also carried out during the
month. 476 civil and revenue cases and 435 criminal cases
were decided by the Panchayats.

® Stepping up Rice Production .

In view of the shortage of ricc in the Punjab, the Depart-
ment of Agriculture is making all possible efforts to step up
production of this ccreal in this State by cvolving suitable im-
proved varictics for cultivation under different agro-climatic
conditions and also finding suitable manures with appropriate
doses which could be recommended to the “zamindars”. It has
been found that artificialfertilizers, viz., ammonium sulphate and
ammonium phosphate are superior to farm-yard manure in giving
immediatc incrcase in paddy yield. Ammonium phosphate
(150 Ibs. per acre) gives the highest yield of 8.65 maunds (28.6
per cent) paddy per acre over no-manure. Fertilizer in two
doses—half at the sowing time and the other half at the caring
time—leads to greater yield than applied in one dose. The
normal requirement of rice in the Punjab is 151,000 tons against
its production of 102,000 tons.

@® New Gardens

‘The Punjab will add 20,000 acres to its existing area under
gardens as the result of the setting up of 26 new gardens in 11
of its 13 districts. Plots of 20 acres each in these colonies have
been allotted to aboutr 1,000 educated persons with experience

.of gardens. Eight hundred out of these are displaced persons.
The Punjab Government have set apart Rs. 10 lakhs for taccavi
loans to be granted to allottees of these garden colonies. Thirty
tube wells, at a cost of about Rs. 73 lakhs will be set up in those
garden colonies where canal water is not available, or is avail-
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ablc only in insuthcicont quantities,  The remaining (wo and half
lakh rupees will be given for purchasing agricultural imple-
meents.  Allotment of garden sites has been made, in licu of
lands, to displaced persons under the quasi-pcrmancnt allotment
scheme.  Non-refugee allottees will surrender an cquivalent of
theiv own land.

® 72 Lakh Cheap Housing Scheme

The cight-Marla-plot cheap housing scheme, which ains at
the provision of 10,000 plots of cightonarlas cach for displaced
persons in the Punjab has been finally approved by the Gov-
crmment of India.  The scheme is estimated to cost Rs. 72
lakhs and the Central Government have sanctioned Rs. 20 fakhs
for ¢he current financial year for its execution.  Each displaced
family under this plan will be advanced Rs. 500 in the form
of a loan for construction of 4 ‘Kucha Kothi’ on the cight-Marla
plot. Another scheme to accommodate nearly 70,000 displaced
persons in 13,200 mud huts, at a cost of Rs. 50 lakhs has made
sufficient  progress. Eight thousand huts have alrcady been
constructed and 40,000 persons housed in them.

Saurashtra

- ® Renovation of Historic Somnath Temple

Efforts are now being made to obtain a stone from which
could be hewn a lingam nince feet in height and five feet in
diamcter, for the ancient Hindu shrine of Somnath in Juna-
gadh. The Somnath Renovation Trust has decided that the
temple is to be reconstructed on its old foundations during the
course of this year. The idol will be installed at the spot
where the old one was believed to have existed centuries ago
before its destruction.  The Trust has also decided that the
old town of Prabhas Patan, where the temple site is situated
should be remodelled and developed into a cultural centre.

® Insulating Wool from Arecanut

Investigations carried out in the Forest Research Institute,
Dehra Dun have proved that arccanut husk can, by.a simple

Uttar Pradesh _
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Be converted into insulating \Yool as 'well as hard
which compare favourably \.vuh forugn prod.uct's.
About 5,000 tons of arecanut husk avallzlble.m th.c Fountxg a]z
present go to waste. By a simple process ol b_eatmg thg ‘us

with a wooden mallet, it can be conve.rtcd into sa]tls‘_actqi‘[yl
insulating wool. By a process of defibration or h}:(!m y:sls wi

weak acid or alkali, the husk can also.be used 10{ Lh(,. .mru;u-
facture of hard boards. Furthm.‘ cxperlmcnts.arg nequx{e'cl)‘ 01;
improving the moisture absorption and swelling properties o

boards made from the husk.

process,
boards,

® Development of Fisheries . ‘
Utiar Pradesh will shortly have a Fish Research Farm at
Mirzapur. In the existing Rc§earc‘h Laboratory at L;xcklllovi
three urgent problems of practical importance to tl}e (ev; ;p
ment of fisheries in the State :lrc.un(ler 1nvest1gat1on: ey
are: (1) the cffect of varying physical and Cll(?mlcill plopc'rtle‘s
of water and soil ol ponds on fish: (2) t.hc kmds‘ um! qua‘nuc-l
ties of aquatic lifc in stocked ponds, which Prov'lde }o((;d t.u(li
thus improve the growth of fish and (3) compilation an sf 1{; Z
of statistics of catches in rivers to assess the natur.a] stock ? s
in them from year to year and of sizes of fingerlings ‘stod\cd in
tanks fo asccrtain their rate of growth un(?er varying con_dl-
tions. Considerable progress has been made in connection with
the scheme of acquisition, cleaning and stocking of tankst.) .In
anticipation of the breeding of fish, nursery ponds are being
constructed at Raniket, Havalbagh, Baijnath and Gwaldam to
provide adequate accommodation for the thousands (?f yourll]g
fish expected to be hatched. A scheme for ﬁsp cultule. in t’-le
strcams and nallas of the Ganga Khadar and in tl.le brick-kiln
ditches at Lalpur in the Bhabhar Tarai colonization area has

been completed.



National Planning

. ‘A Nationat Planning Commission, with Pandit
Chairman, has been sct up by
formulation of » plan

Nehru as
the Government of Tndia for the

‘mula “lor the most cffcctive and balanced
utilisation of the country’s resource

4 " so as to ensure adequate
means of livelihood to the

_ people of India.  Such a statutory plan-
ning body was recommendced by the Congress Working Committee in
a.Rvsulution passed at its mecting held on 19th January last.  Ia
view of the importance of the subject, we give below the Working
Committee Resolution as well as the Government of India's Resolu-
tion dated 15¢h Marcl

1950 announcing the appointment of the
Planning Commission. — L ditor.

REsOLUTION op THE CONGRESS WORKING COMMITTEE

Recognition of the vital role
ment of our national cconom
aspirations lo1 social Justice
ment of the National PI
Working under the Jimit
conditions

ol planning in the develop-
y and the realization of the people’s
and progress led to the appoint-
anuing Committee in the year 1938.
ations, inscparable from the politicat
of the period in which it functioned, (he Conmittee
achieved valuable results in makin

- familiar in the country and in
. of spade work.
i

g the conception of planning
carrying through a great deal

In modern conditions of lile no countty can hope to
administer its affairs with success or with any degree of satis-
faction to the mass of the people without recoursce to the power-
- ful instrument of social and cconomic planning. The
"\ for a comprchensive plan has become a matter of compelling
i u!‘gency in India now owing to the ravages of the second World
.+ War and the cconomic and political consequences of the parti-
« tion of the country which followed in the wike of the achieve
, ment of frecdom, and the steady worscning of the cconomic
+ situation in India and the world. The tasks ol a Planning
. Body for India have alrcady been set by the course of the

need
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. ich inspired the people of Indi.a‘ through
Th? Vmo[n r;hl:th thsplif:nwiolcni) revolution which m;ld’C
the various Pufs as of a land from which poverty, unemP oy
the Cm.m[ry “C? ‘::cs( uality and exploitation would. be bamsh;'d
me!l)t,. ]gr‘l:;:;lcrl‘:(v;\:(-rvl person would find \\'lol’z‘ ?uta(:)(j(ccr:)li[r
and 1m w o . . wherewithal of a : .
With the ad“evle&llt' of the Congress to take immcdlat‘c §t01p5
the pin‘amOlm‘) (l ())I' its solemn pledges and for Pf‘"d““"g t“-e
for t?“.’ f“lﬁ}mu’,hi(_h the l)(x()p]e's creative ellgrgles and Lﬂ
conditions In “ voked and harnessed in the fullest mcam.nyt‘.
thusliasm C;tll::ll‘()li"lt':)lll‘ to bring into being a just and progressive
in the grea ) ‘

social order. -
The Constitution which the pcoplc.ol ln;h‘;l' N Ojlicy
" ‘bodics certain directive prm(‘lplcs :) Sta ,f ;:()Cial
inti aring on the forms ol ¢
i also an intimate bearing | b‘
‘hich have also an _ g o s of socul
‘\,h] sconomic organization to be cu)l\cd' andl \xltl e e
.m(dl ‘d in terms of programmcs ol action by the
rendered 1in

authority.

adopted em

he declarations of the Congrcss.zm.d t}‘).e
s of Constitution are made effective in
it is desirable that a Stutuu?ry P’lan—
he Government of India. The
a compact body composed

In order
directive principles of. the
as short a time as possible,
ning Commission b-e set up by :,
. Comn"SSllontiZEOi:kxin"ul(; primarily with the view that
of persons whosc sclec ;

{ll(j S i 1t ba ‘iC
0 iss1 is i e I‘ln()lly "Vltl lle
1M 1S§1011) 1$ in h A
utlook 0[ tllc CO] ! ‘ ' . S
l'dCaS WhiCh Shou](l qovern thC plall 1\1](1. [llat,‘ it l)ObS.CSSCS d] .CO' -
I)Iellellsive llndel‘stallding‘ O{ th(_' adlllllllstlatlve, S()c,lal, po lthal
(l .‘. ns 1)‘ tlle countrv,
n CCOnomi(‘ nceds and Condl 10ons 3
a

.ssion should 'be assisted by Boards' of Experts

e Comnhur be able to provide it with all the mfo.rmatlon

o ade toget\eisary for the adequatc performance of us_fu.n'ci

a_"d e “éc ‘!ﬂliSSEOH should be equipped with a statnstlcaf

bgani T'hc 0}1:_(1] should be in a position to make usc o

Organ:isat'milsltr;vti\lré machinery of the country for the collection
the admin .

iy country’s struggle for freedom. What the cconomic content of
*the people’s freedom should be has been indicated in general
% terms in the resolutions and manifestoes of the Indian National
i Congress, in the pronouncements of Mahatma Gandhi and

- other Congress leaders and in the Congress Economic Programme.
1.

p STONT rder tO
equisite statistical and factual md!Lll‘:]. In m(: iy
Of‘the a lan and its cxecution mto tune ‘\\ll‘l the nceds na
bring the p af the people the Commission Shouldl ;lewlse
aspirations O .. 3 evels.
dsplrares to secure their associagion and cooperation at all
measu

=
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The principal objectives to be rvealized throagh such a plin
are:

(1) The cstablishment of a just order of society, provid-
ing for:

(i) the operation of the principles of decentralization,
cooperation, and individual  freedom to the utmost
feasible extent, (i) cqual opportunity lov all, (i) ade-
quate means of diving for atl, (v) just and humane
conditions of work, (v) full and suitable employment,
and (vi) the growth of the human personality inall it
aspects;

(2) Adequate and expanding volume ol production o
secure a progressive rise in the standard of living and the
achievement ol @ national minitnum  in respect of all the
essentials for physical and social well-being, within o rcasonable
period;

(3) The best atilization of the material and human
resources of the nation and the improvement of the skill and
the productive capacity of its man-power by suitable technical
cducation and training;

(4) As ncar an approach to national and regional sell-
sufficiency as would be compatible with the requircinents of an
adequate standard of living and the country’s internal and
external sccurity.

The Planning Commission should have the following
duties:
(1) To make a tull assessment of the resources and the
requirements of the nation:

(2) To determine priorities, to work out a proper alloca-
tion and distribution of the resources and their constant adjust-
ment to the changing requirements with a view to obtaining
the speediest and maximum realisation of the objectives of
the plan;

(3) To lay down the various stages, cach covering a
defined period, for the development of the country’s economy

and to undertake the necessary preparatory work in conncction
with each stage;

-
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. (4) To secure full and alltound co-ordination in the
process of planning and in the execution of the plan.

In the context of the present needs and the circumstances
ol the country in view ol the cconomic difficultics which are
being experienced, the Commission should devise immediate
measures (@) to bring about a speedy climination of the import
of luxury goods and such other articles as are not indispensable
regardless of the inconvenience that may be felt by any section
of the population so as to reduce to the dependence of the
country on forcign sources in the matter ol consuners’ goods;
(0) to sccure the necessary capital goods for incrcasing the
internal production of the needed articles as quickly as possible;
(¢) to maximisc the production of the essential primary goods,
specially foodstufts and raw materials for the principal indus-
tries, in the shortest time possible; (d) to speed up the projects
for increasing irrigation facilities and power supply of the
country, which arc the basis of its prosperity and progress.

RESOLUTION OF THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

For some ycars past, the people of India have been con-
scions of the importance of planned development as a means
of raising the country’s standard of living. This consciousness
found expression in the appointment in 1938 of the National
Planning Committce by the Indian National Congress. The
work of the Committee was, however, interrupted by political
and other developments in the beginning of the war, although
much useful material has since been published. In 1944, the
Government of India established a separate Department of
Planning and Development and, at its instance, the Central
as well as the Provincial Governments prepared a number of
development schemes to ‘be undertaken after the war. Prob-
lems of planning were reviewed towards the end of 1946 by
the Advisory Planning Board which was appointed by the
Interim Government of India, an important recommendation
of the Board being the appointment of a Planning Commission
to devote continuous attention to the whole field of develop-
ment, so far as the Central Government was concerned with it.

- During the last three years, the Centre as well as the
Provinces have initiated schemes of development, but experi-



478

ence has shown that progress has been hampered by the absence
of adequate co-ordination and of sufliciently precise information
about the availability of resources. With the integration of
the former Indian States with the rest ol the country and the
emergence ol new geographical and cconomic facts, a fresh
assessment of the financial and other resources and of the
essential conditions ol progress has now become  necessary.
Morcover, inflationary pressures inherited from the war, bhalance
of payments diflicultics, the influx into India of scveral million
persons displaced trom their homes and occupations, deficiencies
in the country’s food supply aggravated by partition and a
succession ol indifferent harvests and the dislocation ol supplies
of certain essential raw materials have placed the economy
under a severe strain.  The need {or comprehensive planning
based on a careful appraisal of vesources and on an objective
analysis of all the relevant economic factors has become inn
perative. These purposes can best be achiceved through an
organization frec from the burden of the day-to-day administra-
“tion, but in constant touch with the Government at the highest
policy level.  Accordingly, as announced by the Honourable
the Finance Minister in his Budget speech on the 28th Feb-
ruary, 1950, the Government of India have decided to set up
a Planning Commission.

The Constitution of India has guaranteed certain Funda-
mental Rights to the citizens of India and enunciates certain
Directive Principles of State Policy, in particular, that the State
shall strive to promotc the welfare of the people by sccuring
and protecting as cffectively as it may a social order in which
justice, social, cconomic and political, shall inforn all the
institutions of the national life, and shall direct its policy
towards securing, among other things: (a) that the citizens,
men and womcen cqually, have the righe to an adequate means
of livelihood: (h) that the ownership and control of the
matcrial resources of the community are so distributed as best
to subserve the common good: and (¢) that the operation of
the economic systemn docs not result in the concentration of
wealth and means of production to the common detriment.

Having regard to these rights and in furtherance of these
principles as well as of the declared objective of the Govern-
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ment to promote a rapid rise in the standard of living of the
people by cfficient exploitation of the resources of the country,
increasing production, and offering opportunitics to all for
cmployment in the service of the community, the Planning
Commission will:

(1) make an assessment of the material, capital and
hutnan resources of the country, including technical personnel,
and investigate the possibilitics of augmenting such ol these
resources as arc found to be deficient in relation to the nation’s
requirements;

(2) formulate a Plan for the most effective and balanced
utilization ol the country’s resources;

(8) on a determination of priorities, definc the stages
in which the Plan should bec carried out and propose the
allocation of resources for the due completion of each stage;

(1) indicate the factors which arc tending to retard
cconomic development, and determipne the conditions which,
in view of the current social and political situation should be
established for the successful exccution of the Plan;

(6) determine the nature of the machinery which will
be necessary for securing the successful implementation of each
stage of the Plan in all its aspects;

(6) appraisc from time to time the progress achieved in
the execution of each stage of the Plan and recommend the
adjustments of policy and measures that such appnxsal may
show to be necessary; and

(7) make such interim or ancillary recommendatlons as
appear to it to be appropriate either for {acilitating the dis-

3 -charge of the duties assigned to it; or on a consideration of the

prevailing economic conditions, current policies, measures and
development  programmes; or on an examination of such
specific problems as may be referred to it for advice by Central
or State Governments.

The  Planning  Commission  will be  composed  of - the
following: Chairman—Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru; Deputy
Chairman—Mr. Gulzarilal Nanda; Mcmbers—Mr, V. T. Krish-
namachari, Mr. Chintaman Deshmukh, Mr. G. L. Mehta,
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Mr. R. K. Patil: Seavctary-—-Mr. No R, Pillait Deputy Sceretary—
Mr. Tarlok Singh.

The Planning Commission will make recommendations to
the Cabinct. In framing ity recommendations,  the Gom-
mission  will act in close understanding  and  consultation
with the Ministries of the Central Government and the Gov-
crnments of the States. The vesponsibility tor taking and
implementing decisions will rest with the Central and the States
Governments.  The Government ol India leel confident that
the States will give the fullest measure of help to the Gowr
mission, so s to ensure the maximum coordination i policy
and unity in cffort.

The work ol the Planning Commission will affect decisively
the future wellare of the people in cvery sphere ol national
life.  Its suceess will depend on the extent to which it enlists
the association and cooperation of the people at all levels.
The Government of India, thercfore, carnestly hope that in
carrying out its task thc Commission will receive the maximum
support and goodwill from all interests and, in particular, from
industry and labour. )

The headquarters of the Commission will be at New Dethi.
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Ind'z'ans in Ethiopra

CHARLES A, IsaAc

The writer of this article is an Indian Christian youth, born
in Malaya and educated in South India. At present he is scrving
the Ministry of Education in Ethiopia. He is also the author of
two books---' Indivisible India " and - Tales of Taste '.—[difor.

It is belicved that Ethiopta had commercial relations with
India as carly as the sixth century B.C., through her ancient
ports on the Red Sca coast. No wonder then that there has
been an influx ol Indian merchants to Ethiopia from time to
time. Some of them were mere birds of passage, while others
chose 1o stay here as Ethiopian citizens. 1 personally know two
Indian gentlemen who have spent more than twenty-five years
in this country without a break. Onc of them lives in the
Capital with a prosperous family consisting of five sons and
two daughters.  He originally came [rom Jamnagar -(Western
India), and has willingly made Ethiopia his sccond home.
The other gentleman, who is living in Dembi Dollo (Western
Lthiopia), has not only married an Ethiopian woman and raised
a large family, but also has completely identified himself with
the Wollega Gallas among whom he lives.

The Italian Invasion

te m a well-established fact that Indians can be found to
be engaged in business even in the remotest corners of the world
—from Japan to Jamaicy, and from Greenland to Falklands—
and thriving in their business too! My own investigations have
revealed that there were abour 2,000 Indians in Ethiopra,
before the Taalian invasion which took place in 1985, Almost
all ol them were traders and merchants. Oune of the pioncers,
and the leading merchant-prince, wmong them was G, M.
Mohammed Ali. He had a flourishing business in Ethiopia
when the Ttalians came: but un(ortunutely, he was forced to
lecave the country in disgust, when the new ralers revealed the
depths of their greed. On the whole the ltalians were very.
impolite (owards the Indians, who were of course protected



by the British Legation in Addis Abeba. s soon as the Ialian
invasion began, most of the Indians left the country for India
and the British colonies in the neighbourhood. They even
cut off their busincss connections with Ethiopia, some as a
temporary mcasure, but most of them never to return! Only
a handful remained in Ethiopia, but they luckily knew how
to get along with the Italians.

A New Generation

Those who fled [rom the country were rejoiced to learn
that the Emperor Haile Selassic I regained his throne in 1941,
Bur they lacked the courage to come back to the country where
their fortunes had once suffered a cruel blow! Thus, it required
a new, cnterprising generation of Indians 1o take the place
of those who abandoncd the country once and for all. Today
there is a wecalthy, respectable community of about 700 Indians
in this country, including those who live scattered in the
provinces. Out of this number, Addis Abcba alone can caim
- about 500 Indians, among whom there are merchants, tcachers,
journalists, clerks and craftsmen. In the commercial field, the
leading firms are thosc of Messrs. Jeeva Khan, ]. Premjec,
Nathoo Moolji, Maganlal Anderji and Akbar Ali Kamruddin.

Recruitment of Teachers

When His Imperial Majesty Haile Sclassic began o re-
organizc the Ministry of Education, some of the educated
Indians in the country signed on as teachers. But the first
batch of Indian teachers were officially recruited by the Ethio-
pian Government in October 1947. The two planes (of the
Ethiopian Air Lines) sent out by the Ministry of Education
brought a group of 28 teachers and their families in November,
1947. These “teachers were honoured by a presentation cere-
mony at the New Palace, as soon as they werc assigned to the
different schools. The second batch of Indian teachers arrived
in Ethiopia, by sea, in February 1948. Out of the two groups,
some were sent to such far-off out-posts of the Empire as Adowa
in the north, Harar in the east, Irgalem in the south and Dembi
Dollo in the west. Wherever Indian teachers have been posted,
they are holding aloft the torch of India’s ancient culture and
civilization.
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The Indian Association

The vast majority of the Indian citizens in Ethiopia are
members of a patriotic organization, known as the Indian
Association cstablished in 1936. It has a President, two Joint
Secretaries and a Working Committee which consists of twelve
members.  Its officc is situated near one of the main roads,
not far from thc heart of the city; and the Association has its
own school, which mcets the educational necds of about 50
Indian children in the capital. It is the proud claim of this
Association that it has Muslims, Christians, Hindus and Parsees
among its 500 members. Under the auspices of this Associa-
tion, the first and sccond anniversaries of India’s independence
were celebrated on a grand scale,

Mutual Relations

Just as the Indian teacher is popular among the Ethiopian
students, the average Indian erchant is also popular among
the townsfolk. Those Indiuns who arc employed by the Gov.
ernment and by private firms are looked upon with respect
by their fellow-workers. The Goodwill Mission which visitec
Ethiopia in October 1948 was certainly impressed by the
position of Indians in this country. What is more importan
is the fact that the Indian residents of Ethiopia have alway:
been in the best possible relations with the Ethiopian Govern
ment. They have always been faithful, loyal, and deceply
respectful towards the Imperial Crown. The Emperor, in hi
turn, has always been solicitous of the welfare of the peacefu
Indian community, whom he looks upon as his adopted children
And they are for ever striving to show their gratitude by help
ing the great Emperor in his. noble task of modernizing ths
most ancient, independent kingdom in Alrica.

<
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India is a very interesting country for the tourist, but much
more so for those who are interested in her wonderful past.
The past rises up unceasingly to the view ol those who know
how to look at it, not only in the sanctuaries and the ashrams,
but even in its every-day life, in the pre-occupations ol the
common people.  India has the good fortune of being the
repository ol the noblest spiritual wadition, the only once in
the whole world which has been alive throughout the centuries.
The Sanskrit language, which has been the privileged instro-
ment of this tradition, is still honoured by all. spoken or at
feast understood by many.

Prot. Lotis Rexotu,

Lhuversity ol Paris.

India is doing wonders.  She is tackling the innucnse prob-
lems resulting from probably the greatest tansicrence of power
m the history ol man with encrgy, determination and with
commendable success. That is the impression | gained after
talking to most ol the leading politicians and editors in India
and a number of prominent British oflicials and businessmen
during a three-weeks' visit. The fear thae communisim will
spread  rapidly among India’s millions who live a1 a low
standard, worries many in this country, but gives no scrious
concern o India’s leaders. They believe they have the danger
under control. - Wherever 1 went, British people spoke very
~highly of the cfficiency of the police and the military.

Marcors G. GRAHAN,
In the Express end Star of Wolverhampton (England).
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India must take a very big part in the leadership of South-
East Asia. India’s role in this sphere is obviously increasing
with the rising degree of education of her vast population. I
have given a great deal of quiet thought to the problem of how
far China will be influenced by India. My own view is that
India’s influence will be profound. The position of South-
East Asia in relation to thc world at large is extremely
important.

EamoN Dr VaLgra, Eive.

India’s non-violent struggle for swaraj gives hope to the
world that through a World Citizens’ Congress modelled after
the Indian National Congress, mankind can develop enough
popular force to persuade national governments, to transfer
their power and to surrender their arms to a common govern-
ment of the people of the world calculated to achieve social
cquality of man. . ‘

MR. and MRrs. HarRRIs WAFFORD,
Leaders of the American World Federalist Movement.

Communism canuot be eliminated by police repression
alone, but at any rate the boldness with which the Congress
leaders have grasped the nettle shows their awareness of the
danger. . . . It as high an order of statesmanship can be applied
to the solution of this problem as has been brought to bear
on Indian affairs since 1945, an outcome may be expected which
will establish a new framework of peace and stability in the
Indian Ocean and Southern Asia.

The Economist, London.

Much is expected of a nation which has come into being
under such favourable auspices as the Indian Republic and
which is led by men of such stature as Jawaharlal Nehru. If
India can approach its economic problems and its boundary,
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questions with the wisdom and [orbearance that it has displaycd
in its relations with the Commoiiwcalth, India’s millions and
all of Asia will have rcason to remember January 26 with pride
and gratitude. And [rom the United States in particular there
arises the fervent hope and faith that independent India will
become the rock of freedom und strength chat Asia necds today.

New York Herald Tribune, US.A.

SECOND YEAR OF FREEDOM

............ To conclude, this publication is valuable both to

the supporters of the party in power and also to the
many who scoff at the Congress, for the reviews provide

material for both platform affrontery and public adulation
of Ministers. The book is therefore doubly precious.

People’s Health, Madras

See also inside front cover page
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India and the Problem of Food
Scarcity

BHABESH CHANDRA CHAUDHURY

Shri Bhabesh Chandra Chaudhury of Jalpaiguri, West
Bengal, views thc food problem of India in the context of the
world scarcity of food and concludes that only family planning
and a switch-over to more easily available food material can
come to our help in this crisis. —Editor.

Since we attained our independence on 15th August, 1947
nothing has presented so much difficulty to our Government
as fecding our 320 million people. Over 12,50,00,000 of them
appear at present to live under a regimen of controlled diet
in consequence of our policy of food cconomy. It may also
be mentioned that as a result of partition, the irrigated area
under rice in the Indian Union is in the neighbourhood of
89 per cent. of pre-partitioned India and that of wheat about
53 per cent. As compared with 1946-47, India’s wheat produc-
tion appeared to have been better in 1947-48 by more than
6 lakh tons. Besides, she is now reported to be feeding about
half a million more refugee mouths in 60 different camps in
addition to meeting the enormous normal demand of her own.
Thus, it appears that during 1948, 43,200 tons of food-stuffs
valued at Rs. 2,75,00,000 were made over by the Government
to refugee camps.

A recent report of the Food Ministry, Government of
India stated: “India imported 2.84 million tons of lood-grains
costing about Rs. 180 crores and entered into eight agreements
with foreign countries in 1948, of which three were with Pakis-
tan, two with Australia, and one each with Argentina, U.S.S.R.
and Yugoslavia.” In view of the very grave responsibility that
has fallen on their shoulders the Government appear now to have
sponsored the immediate implementation of a policy of: (a) In-
tensive cultivation of those areas under food-crops which have
perennial or assured water supply, (b) Reclamation of about
8 lakhs of acres of land by tractors, (c) Import of special quality
fertilisers, (d) Diversion of some acreage from surplus crops
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to cereal production. Finally her momentous decision not to
import any food-grains from abroad after 1951 except in the
case of grave calamity such as widespread failure of crops or for
building up a central reserve has further added tremendous
fillip 1o the “Grow More Food Campaign”.

The real task, therelore, is to increase indigenous agricud-
tural wealth to make her national economy as carly as possible
sclb-sufficing. It is in the vealisation of this basic fact alonc
and in the steps so lar taken to mecet the challenge ol her
recurring food-perils, that the last two and halt years of her
newly-won [recdom records the biggest hit in India’s achicve
ment in national regencration and recovery.  But it scems,
however, that in spite of these sincere cllorts that have been
so ably undertaken by the Government, the problem remains
as acutc as before. Indeed to a people under the threat ol
starvation it is perhaps poor comfort to be told that the key
to the food problem lies in intensifying the food drive and
the “Grow More Food Campaign’.

The shadow of the atomic bomb lies over the world and
the idca of our being blown off the face thercol has apparently
hidden from us the considerably greater peril, wviz., that of
disappearing from the earth by gradual decay and from psycho-
somatic discases for want of sufficient food and nutriment. The
food problem is now an international problem and it is
recognised by food-scientists the world over, that there is every
probability that the world’s population will, in a comparatively
few years, bypass its available food-supply. Sir John Boyd Onrr,
the eminent food expert, who had long been calling attention
to the pressing need lor a comprehensive food plan on a world-
wide basis, summing up the situation at a recent conference
in New Delhi, pointed out that the population of the world
is increasing at the ratc ol about twenty million a year and
that in all probability it will continue to do so until those
countries that have a high birth rate have reached the standard
of living and of education that have been attained in Great
Britain. But he computes that the decline in population will
not occur for a long time and that in the next twenty-five years
or so, there will be another five-hundred millions added to the
present world-population so that instead of there being a total
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population of about 2,000 millions, there would be one of
between 2,500 and 3,000 millions. If they are to be fed and
fed properly, food production in the next quarter of a century,
according to him, should have to be at least doubled.

How is this prodigious work to be accomplished? Tt is
true that during the past, civilised states in Europe or Asia
had had to face a similar problem and that, but for the devasta-
tion brought about by several wars and man-made famines,
they would in_all probability have managed to solve it. But,
as contrasted with Asia, Europe had advantages which the other
continents of the world could not some how or other enjoy.
Although much of Europe's additional food came regularly in
the past from advanced methods of agriculture, more of it
came also from abroad—for instance, North and South Americas,
Australia, India and the Far East—countries where unfortunately
now there is mot enough of virgin soil left untapped for
cxploitation of man’s necds. Indeed, not only are there no
reserves in these countrics waiting to be opened up, but the
fertility of land appcars to have been considerably reduced
due to soil crosion as a result of which to quote Sir Johu
Boyd Orr, “the falling rescervoir of land-fertility is the biggest
problem facing mankind to-day”. 1t would thus scem that
possibly some remedy lies in the immediate establishment of
some sort of correlation betwecen a country’s population and
its capacity to produce food, and also by counter-checking over-
industrialisation by method of planned cnforced emigration of
a select group of the population to countries that are in a
position to grow more food and sustain their new immigrants.
But, for any plan affecting such cmigration of population for
the purpose of food-cconomy, steps should be taken to prevent
the country from being deprived of the more productive and
efficient groups of her population.

The problem of food scarcity also centres round the
question of reducing consumption by exercising some check
on birth. In the past, population had been kept within bounds
by periodic occurrence of wars, pestilence, famines and by a
very high infant mortality. Most of these ‘safeguards’ have now
been removed thanks to modern medical science and due to
this, the incrcasc in the population of many of the less highly
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developed countrics such as India has now heen so steady as
to render the immediate solution of the food-problem a very
difficult task. There is another side to the question, namely,
the method of reducing the population to an economic level by
means of what is gencrally known as “lamily planning”. But
here, any intrusion by the State—already too active otherwise—
into the private sanctum of the home would not be welcomed.
Viewed against this general perspective, it is  problematical
whether India would be able to attain sclf-sufficiency in food
by the target date of 1951 by merely following objective policies
like “'Grow More Food” and “Miss a Mcal” movements. More
and more education of her people in the cult of family-planning
and sclf-control and a switch over to more casily available
food matcrial should also.be emphasized if India’s food problem
is to be finally solved.
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® First European to visit India

According to Prof. Lev Berg, President of the Soviet Union's
Geographical Socicty, the first European to visit India, in
modern times, was Afanassi Nikitin, a Russian merchant, who
arrived in the town ol Bedar 480 years ago, that is, beforc
Vasco Da Gama reached India.

® Mathematics in Ancient India

In ancient India Mathematics was divided into the Science
of Numbers, Geometry and Algebra. The computation of the
lowest and the highest numbers was well-known,  In Yajurveda,
we come across ong, ten, hundred, thousand, ten-thousand, lakh,
million, ten million, billion and so on. In these Sambhitas, it is
clearly evident that addition, subtraction, multiplication and divi-
sion were well known.  In Satapatha, we are informed that the
whole of Rigveda contains 1,32,000 syllables. It is a little
surprising that this number denotes also the total number ol
years in Kaliyugu. Besides, the decimal system too was in
vogue. It is a well'known fact that the Arabs have taken
thc decimal system from India. As Macdonell points out,
“what is quite. cortain is that our present decimal system, in
its complete form with the zero, which enables us to do with-
out the ruled columns of the Abacus, is of Indian origin.
From the Indians, it passed to the Arabians, probably along
with the astronomical tables brought to Baghdad by an Iadian
ambassador v 773 AD.” Algcbraical or syllabic representa-
tion of the numerals too was very popular in India. drya-
bhatta has given the principles of arriving at the square root
and cube root of any given number. The value of zero too is

discussed.
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® Our Constitution

India’s republican Constitution which the members of the
Constitucnt Assembly signed on 24th January last weighs over
forty pounds. Printed on vellum  parchment  paper,  the
historic document in English contains 289 pages for the Articles
and Schedules and is expected to be indelible for over a
thousand years. Two other volumes, hand-written by special
calligraphists are not yet complete.  Although signed by the
members, they contain pages whose borders are illuminated
gold-like Moghul paintings. These  two  volumes—one  in
English and the other in Hindi—have been sent to Santiniketan
where under the direction of Shri Nandalal Bose, the first pages
of cach Chapter and Schedule will be painted with pictures
depicting the various periods in Indian history.

It is India that gave us the ingenious method of expressing
all numbers by means of 10 symbols, each symbol rvecetving a
value of position as well as an absolute value, a profound and
important idea which puls our avithmetic in the first vank of
useful inventions; and we shall appreciate the grandeur of this
achievement if we remember that it escaped the genius of
Avrchimedes and Apollonius.

LArLACF.
(Famous French mathematician and astronomer, 1749-1827).
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® India Government continues Overseas Scholarship
Scheme.

‘The Government of India’s scheme of awarding scholarships to Indian
and indigenous students in certain Asian and African countries, for studies
in India, inaugurated last year, will be continued in 1950. The Govern-
ment propose 1o award 70 scholarships, each valued at Rs. 200 per mensem,
at an annual recurring cost of Rs. 3 lakhs this year, and include two more
countrics, Nigeria and Surinam (Dutch Guiana). in the scheme.  The follow-
ing will be the distribution of scholarships among  students  from  the
different countries in 1930: Forty scholarships to non-Indian students: Indo-
ucsia 3, China 2, Nepal 3, Afghanistan 8. Iran 2, Egypt 3 (on exchange basis
only). South  Africa 2. British Fast Africa  (that is  Kenva, Uganda,
Tanganyika andd Zanzibar) 4. Malava 2, Burma 2. Ethiopia 2, Ceylon 2,
Siam 2, Bhutan 1. the Philippines 1. Indo-China I, ‘Tibet 1, Turkey 1,
Portuguese Colonial Africa 1. Mauritius 1. Nigeria 1. Thirty scholarships
to students o Indian origin domiciled abroad: South Afvica 4, British
East Africa 3, Ceylon f, Mulaya 4. Burma 4. Mauritius 3, Jamaica, Trinidad
and British Guiana 3; Fiji Islands 3, Siam 1, Surinam (Dutch Guiana) 1.
Last year 70 scholarships were sanctioned but owing to various factors only
about 60 students were sclected, involving a recurring annual expenditure
of ncarly Rs. 2 lakhs. 'The scheme has, as its objective, the fostering of
cultural relations and cordiality with the countries concerned and  the
providing of such cducational facilitics as ave available in India to students
in whose countrics they are not so developed.  Students, who are ;llrcady
studying in India and who arc not in receipt of any other scholarship
or financial assistance, are cligible to the scholarship. But they have to

apply through the Government of India's representative in the country of
their domicile.

® Narendra Deva's Impressions of Visit to Bangkok
and Rangoon.

Acharya Narendra Deva, Vice-Chancellor of the Lucknow Umvcuu),
who has returned 1o Tndia after attending the Regional Conference of the
United Nations Association at Bangkok and who on his way back stayed
in Rangoon for five days, said in an interview that there was no discrimi-
nation against Indians in Burma. The TIndians were treated on an equal
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footing with the Burmese. Indians in Burma as well as in Siam enjoyed
initial advantage over other foreigners since the people of both these coun
tries recognised and admitted the fact that they owed their culture to
India. However. both Burmsese and the Siamese people were intenscly
nationalistic and this advantage was likely to be lost if the Indians in
those countries did not identify themscelves with the people. In Raagoon
there had been no discrimination even against the Indian landlords with
regud te payment of compensation.

The Burma Land Nationalisation Act. he said, was a progressive measure
cnacted  with great speed and  had  enhanced the prestige and power of
the Burmese Government.  ‘Phe maximum and minimum size of a hold
ing had been limited wuder this Jaw. The maximum compensation to be
paid to landlords was 12 times the annual rental, thongh rent in Burni
was much lower than that in India,  Todian Chettions who were landlovds
in Burma, he said, had been agitating for some time 1o sccure a higher
rate of compensation and had also tried to canvass support in India.
Conscquently 4 move was afoot 1o send a defegation o press the claims
of Chettiars in Burtma. The visit of such o delegation o Burma, he
said, was inadvisable and improper at sach a time since it was likely to
be misunderstood as exercise of pressure.  Further the visit ot such a
delegation would provide ground to certain hostile loreign clements in
Burma to carry on anti-Indian propaganda. Even the Burma Indian Con-
gress, the Acharya said, had wisely refrained from expressing its opinion
on this matter. ‘The general feeling of the Bunnese towards India was
one of friendliness and cven the insurgents, including the Karens, did
not opposc Indian interests.

Referring o the cultural ties that exist between India, Burma and
Siam, the Acharya pointed out that clt.:mcmary Sanskrit and Pali were
compulsory languages up to certain standards both in Burima and Siam.
In Siam there were many Sanskrit words of common use; for instance,
currency note was called “dhan-patra”, and the university was called “Maha
Vidyalaya”. The ancient capital of Siam was Ayodha, whose ruins are
about 15 miles from Baungkok, and the road on which the residence of
the Indian Ambassador in Siam is situated, is known as Avodha Road.
Ramlila is very popular all over Siam, but it is slightly diffcrent since
the Siamese have their own version of the Ramayane. In the King's
palacc.. there are mural paintings depicting various scenes from the Rama-
yana. The court priests in Siam are Brahmins; though the religion of
the people and the King is Buddhism. The proposcd coronation of the
Siamese King is to be held according to Vedic rites. 'The royal priests
still perform thcir ceremonies to the chanting of Rigveda mantras and
Satapatha Brakmans which werc probably taken along with them when
the Brahmin priests migrated therc from South India many centuries ago.
In the royal temple in Siam the three deities enshrined were the Hindu
Gods Vishnu, Shiva and Ganesh. The Siamesec were a presperous ease-
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loving people fond of art and beauty. They lived well and neatly and
kept their houses clean and decorated. The country was prosperous,
though most of the industries and commerce were controlled by foreigners.
Beggary was unknown in Bangkok. "“There was litile political life in Siam.
‘The form of governmeut was democracy under constitutional monarchy,
but the democracy as practised there was a mockery. There were no poli-
tical parties as people knew them in India and the Prime Minister, Pibul
Songgram, wielded great power. He was something of an autocrat. He
hhad even introduced sartorial legislation, banned the wearing of native
dress and prohibited the chewing of pan on the ground that it was a diny

habit,
British West Ind

® Repatriation of Indians from Trinidad.

According to a report appearing in the Port of Spain Gazette, Trini
dad (8th February 1950) Shri C. B. Mathura, Indian Councillor in the

-

* British West Indies is of the opinion that the question of repatriation of

indentured Indian immigrants in ‘trinidad to India appears far from near-
ing scttlement.  Shri Mathura, it appears, has received a letter from Pandit
Nehru saying that he (Nehimy did not agree with the passage rights of the
bmigrants as they have been set down by Shri Mathura. The Indhan
Prime Minister’s interpretation is that the yepatriates should pay half
their passage.  'They could then proceed Lome after waking independent
arrangements lor their next of kin.  Adverting to this, Shri Mathura says
that sometime in October 1949, at a mass meeting of Indians held at Debe
under his chainmanship, it was decided to make representations to  the
local government to have those Indians who had complcted their terms of
indenture and years of stay in the colony, repatriated under the Immigra-
tion Ordinance. 'Therc were at least 3,000 Indians who had registered
their intention of going back to India and hundreds of them had actually
made cash deposits in keeping with the provisions of the Ordinance. He
bad directed two Indians at California to writc to the Prime Minister of
India stating their anxiety to return home The Primc Minister had
however written back to say that the Indian Commissioner in Port-of-Spain
had already becn requested o take up the question of repatriation to India -
with the Government of Trinidad, and the Commissioner had intimated
to the Government of India that the local government was prepared (o con-
tribute half the cost of sea passages by the cheapest direct route. The
immigrants were, however, to conclude arrangements for the other hall
of the passage and makc suitable provisions for their dependents. Com-
menting on this reply, Shri Mathura said it seemed that the present Gov-
ernment of India were not aware of the Immigration Ordinance and the
agreement which the Indians in that colony had made on their arrival.



496

This agrccment had stated in part that every imunigrant who had completed
five years of indentureship plus another five years of stay in the colony
was entitled o he repatriated to India at a cost of 35 dollars, the balance
to be paid under the Tmmigration Ordinance Funds provided for by what
was known as the Planters’ Fund. The agreement had gone on to state
that the sons and daughters of the immigrants were also entitled to a free
passage and this was substantiated by a letter written in 18091 by the
Protector of Immigrants which was in the possession of Shri Mathura. The
question of theiv hall passage did not arise. he said. because when the
inmigrants arrived in Crinidad they were not asked to make any similar
contributions to their relatives in India nor was any provided by the Crown
Agents.  He suggested that a copy of the Iunnigration Agreement should
be sent to the Government of India.  He further stated that before the
outbreuk of the last war a shipload of immigrants had been sent back
home according to the agreement but later developments prevented further
departures.

@ Republic Day in British West Indies

Prof. Satya Charan, Commissioner for the Government of India in
the British West Indies including British Guiana, held a grand reception
at his residdence in Port-of-Spain, "I'tinidad, to celebrate the Indian Republic
Day. The function opened with the Indian National Anthem  Jana-gana-
mana which was followed by rveading of the official proclamation by the
Commissioner.  Expressions  of  felicitations  were made by the  Acting
Governor of ‘Trinidad and the Cowmmissioner delivered a speech oullining
the salient features of the republican Constitution of India.  Entertain-
ments on the occasion included exhibition of Indian films depicting the
cultural heritage of India.  Among the 600 people who attended the
function were the local government officials, dean and members of the
consular ‘body, Members of the Legislative Assembly and prominent Tndians
ot the colony.

® Mahatma Gandhi’s Death Anniversary

A meeting was held to conmemorate the sccond anniversary of the
death of Mahatma Gandhi at the Rialto Cinema, St. James, I'rinidad,
under the chairmanship of Prof. Satya Charan. Commissioner for the
Government of India in the BWI including B.G. 'The Mayor of Port-
of-Spain, Alderman  Norman Tang, Hon'ble Dr. Puatrick Solomon. the
Hon'ble Victor Bryaw, Mr. R. Mitchell, Mr. A, R. Ghany and Mr. Sim-
bhoonath Capildeo spoke about the many-sided contribution of Gandhiji
to the moral and political thought of the world. The Commissioner in
his specch characterised  Gandhiji's philosophy us a unique contribution
to the rcalm of international politics, though for Indians it was only a
recapitulation of the uoble ideals preached by Lord Buddha some 2,500
years ago. Prof. Satya Charan appealed to the people of Trinidad to
ercct a suitable monument in memory of the Mahatina.
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® Burma Indian Congress Resolutions

The following are some of the most important resolutions passed at
the third annual session of the All-Burma Indian Congress held on 28th
and 2Yth January 1950 in Rangoon,

I. Greetings to Indian Republic: This Conference of Indians in
Burma offers its heartfelt felicitations to the Motherland on this unique
historic occasion of the proclamation of India as a Sovercign Democratic
Republic and rejoices with the rest of Indians all over the world in the
happy culmination of the struggle for freedom of the country. At this
hour of rejoiciug it remembers with reverence and pays its yespectful
homage to the Father of the Nation and to all other leaders and martyrs
who have suffered, made sacrifices and laid down their lives for the peace,
prosperity and liberty of the peeple of India.

This Conference offers its respectful congratulations to Desh Ratna
Babu Rajendra Prasad on his unanimous election and assumption of office
as the Head and First President of the new Republic of India. The
Conference feels gratilied that the choice and honour has fallen on one
who is not only cminently fitted for the office but is also the universally

beloved leader of the people and an ardent follower of the Father of
the Nation.

I, Gitizenship:  (¢) Whercas the Constitution of the Union of Burma
has conceded, amongst others to Indians vesident in the country, a very
special right in Section 11(4) cnabling them to acquire the citizenship
of the country; and whereas due 1o disturbed conditions in the country
it has not been possible for many Indians desirous of taking up citizen-
ship to consult their relations, business associates and friends in areas
occupied by insurgents; this Conference requests the Government of the
Union of Burma to extend the time for the acquisition of citizenship
uuder the Citizenship  (Election) Act for three months in Rangoon and
six months in the districts with effect from the date of such notification.
(b) T'his Conference also requests the Government of the Union of Burma
to reduce the fee for citizenship certificates laid down in clause 10 (i) (b)
of the Union Citizenship Regulations, 1919 to Rs. 5. This Conference
further vequests the Government of the Union of Burma to grant citizen-
ship certificates free of charge to all the other mcmbers of a family,
whose head has been granted such a certificate on payment of a fee.

11I. Land Nationalization: Having learnt that a delegation sponsored
by the Government of India is coming to Burma in the near future
l? discuss the question of compensation in respect of land nationaliza-.
tion this Confercnce is of the opinion that any such delegation to this
country until peace is fully restored here and the first general elections
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have taken place. will be inopportune and unlikely to lead o any henc
ficial results and it requests the Government of the Union of Burma to
arrange that the Land Compensation Commission may not make its
decisions and award until a Government of India delegation has had an
opportunity to discuss the matter with the Government of the Union of
Ruriaa.

IV. Exchange  Control: While tully recognizing the right ot the
Government of the Union of Burma to control the flow of money out
of the country and appreciating the nced for such control at the present
moment, this Conference has learnt with regret of the difficulties faced
by Indians. particularly of the middle and poor classes, in obtaining per-
mission {rom Ekxchange Control authoritics for sending money to India
for genuine unceds. Delay is being caused in the final disposal of such
applications due, among other rcasons, to the fact that the authoritics
have not issued any instructions as to the particulars and documents
which an applicant should submit to them along with his application.
This Conference requests the Government of the Union of Burma to
specify  the  particulars and  supporting  documents  which  an applicant
should submit with his application. It invites the attention of Govern-
ment to the fact that large numbers of Indians, who send comparatively
simall amounts, cannot possibly furnish any claborate documentary proof
in support of their applications. In view of the fact that Exchange
Control accepts applications only through Scheduled Banks and as most
Scheduled Banks now forward applications of their constituents only.
this Conference requests Government to permit applications to be sub-
mitted also directly or through the Treasury Officers or any other offica
specially designated for this work. This Conference further requests
Government to arrange to expedite final orders on all applications for
remittances. ’

V. Consular Offices: In view of the difficulty experienced by Indians
in the districts where their number is big and problems varied, this Con-
ference urges the Government of India to establish Consular Offices in
the important towns in Burma like Akyab, Muandalay., Moulmein, Basscin.
Taunggyi and Myitkyina. This Couference further urges that the con-
sideraiion of this question may not be put off on grounds of cconomy
as it would affect the interests of lakhs of Indian residents outside Rangoon.

V1. E£ducation: This Conference (i) appreciates the work so far done
by the Congress in pursuance of the resolution adopted at the last session
with regard to making provisions for thc proper cducation of Indian
children in Burma. (2) thanks the Universities of Calcutta and Madras
for having agreed to permit students from here to appear for their res
pective matriculation examinations, (3) urges upon the other Iadian
Universities and LExamination Boards to extend to students from here
the same facilities as have been allowed to them by the aforesaid Univer-
sities, and (4) directs the Working Committee of the All-Burma Indian
Congress that steps be taken to put into effect the rccommendations made
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by the Fducation Sub-Committee in its recent report particularly with
reference 10 the establishment of a Central Indian Educational Institution

‘at Rangoon 1o prepare students for the local Marticulation Examination

as also for the Matriculation Examinations of lh'c Calcutta and Madras
Universities.

VII. Foreigner’s Registration: Whereas, the present rule requiring
foreigners who return to the Union of Burma, after over two months’
absence, (o register themsclves again as foreigners is causing hardship to
Indians, cspecially to those who are entitled to permanent residence in
the country under the Immigration Law, this Conference requests the
Government of the Union of Burma 1o armrange to re-issue to Indians,
who return to the Union of Burma within one year, their certificates of
registration as forcigners without payment of any fee.

VHL  Immigration: ‘This Conference is of the opinion that while
the present immigration control is satistactory within the framework of
existing immigration laws, the whole question of immigration between
India and Burma deserves to be reviewed and readjusted consequent upon
the constitutional changes that have taken place in the two countries and
the friendly and harmonious relations existing between the two peoples.
This Conference, thercfore, urges the Governments of India and the Union
of Burma to take early steps for ncgotiation of an lIumigration Agree-
ment so that the law may be placed on a more permanent basis and the |
procedure made less costly and cumbersome.

Ceyl

® Jafina pays Homage to Gandhi

The sccond anniversary of the death of Mahatma Gandhi was observed
in the Jaffna Town Hall on 30th January. Two processions, one from
Vannarponnai, headed by the Indian community, and the other Colombu-
thurai rcached the Town Hall. The proccedings included prayers recited
by Hindus, Buddhists. Muslims and Christians, Gandhi Day was also
observed at Kayts and Velanai by.holding mass meetings under the auspices
of the Karampan Rural Development Literary Society and the Kalaimagal
Scva Sangam of Velanai.

® Cevlon became Free because of India. . says Madras
Minister

On 19th February “1950, Mr. K. Madhava Menon, Madras Minister,
while addressing the eleventh anniversary meeting of the Bharath Seva
Mandalan. at Colombo, refarring to Indo-Ceylon problems, said that Indians
in Burma, Malaya, Siam and South Africa are experiencing more difficulties
than Indians in Ceylon, Whether that problem was the creation of
certain self-interested politicians or the result of ill-will on the part of
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indigenous  people shoutd be studicd. India achieved her independence
by a bitter struggle and after untold sacrifice.  Ceylon became free with-
out a struggle because of India becoming free. If Ceylon Indians impress
this fact on the indigenous population they would centainly show good-
will and fricndliness. Whatever the problems, they should be  setded
between Ceylon and the Indian Government. The best course would
be for Ceylon Indian leaders to scttle it with the Ceylon  Government

themsclves.

® Prof. Anand in Nairobi

Prof. S. S, Anand, a representative of the Swadhyaya Mandal, Pardi
(Surat), India, visited Nairobi in the course of a world tour to propagate
Indian culture and philosophy.  The Swadhyaya Mandal is in existence
for over 80 years engaged in rvescarch and publication of accurate vedic
literature and its translation. Shri Anand will also study in the course
of his visit the various problems affecting the Indians residing in foreign
countrics. While in Nairobi he gave several talks and contributed many
articles in the papers on religious, philosophical and  cultural  subjects
rclating o India. Later he is expected to visit Zanzibar., Uganda and
Tanganyika.

® Indian Youth League on Hartwell Report

The following resolution has been unanimously adopted by the Indian
Youth League of Nairobi:

The Iadian Youth League, Nairobi, having considered the Report of
the Select Committee on Indian Education, is of the opinion that the
principle of racial taxation for social services, as recommended, 45 abso-
lutely unjustifiable and should therefore be rejected.  It, therefore, cannot
accept the Report which recommcnds a “communal tax” for the education
of the Indinn children. ‘This meceting sis also of the opinion that it is
the State's sole responsibility to pay for all social scrvices and is further
convinced that the additional moncy needed for Indian education can
be raiscd by the ordinary principle of taxation, namely, that all should
pay taxes according to their ability and the benelits be equitably appor-
tioned to meet the educational needs of the pupils of all schools irrespective
of their race. This meceting is further of the opinion that (1) the
present vote for Indian education is inadequate and should Dbe raised;
(2) the school age should be five years; (3) a provision should be made
for compulsory education for all or clse, every facility should be pro-
vided by the Government to all pupils who or whose parents consider
they can profit by it

"'* %“J’Q W

Britain intends to end racial dmcnmmanon % ?anganyﬂ:fﬂ'r John
Lamb, Political Liaison Officer for the terrvitory, told the United Nations
Trusteeship Conucil on 9h  February. Britain administers Tanganyika
under United Nations trusteeship. Mr. Lamb, replying to questions and
views of delegates on Britain's report on the territory, said every effort
would be made to speed up education and to establish inter-racial schools.
Mr. Lamb said he did not think there had been any serious arguments
against the “wisdom and propriety of our intcr-territorial organisation
with Kenva and Uganda™ Other points from  Mv. Lamb’s statcment
were: The question of an clectoral system will receive special considera-
tion; the newly constitnted Central Legislative Council will be brought
into being at the carliest possible date as through cducation. improved
health and so on. the dfficiency and productivity of the African workers
increase, so will he be able to command higher wages: development of
an independent African Press will doubtless come in duc course.

® Two more Scholarships for Africans

The Commissioner for the Government of India in  British Fast
Africa bas announced the award of twe more scholarships for a period
of 1-5 vyears for African students gencrously offcred by Shri Hemraj
Nathoobhkai Sha of Nairobi (Kcnya) and the Hon'ble Shu C. K. Patel,
Bar-at-law. of Jinja  (Uganda). .

©® East African Congress Appeal

The East Afrxcan Indian National Congress has prmested against
attempts hy Furopcan communities in Kenya and Tanganyika to “suppress
the legitimate vights of non-European races”. The Executive Committee
of the Congress passed a resolution welcoming proposals by the Tanganyika
Government for changes in the constitution of the territory. which Britain
administers under United Nations Irmleuhlp ‘'The Committee parti-
cularly welcomed plans for cventually giving equal unofficial representa-
don in the Legislature o Africans and non-Africans, and for election of
non-Africans from a common electoral college of Europeans and Asians.
“This Committce fervently hopes the ‘Tanganyika Government will not
yield to the clamour of a small European community and that it will
not abandon these progressive proposals,” the resolution said.

® Indians Climb Kenya Mountain AT

The honour of being the first Asian to reach onc of the highest
snow-capped peaks on Mount Kenya goes to Shri Shahane, Information
Officer to the Indian Commissjoner in East Africa. He was one of a
party of Asians who despite heavy snow-storm reached Point Linana on
l4th February, 1950. Mrs. Pant, who was one of the party climbed up
to a height of 15,000 feet. The party included a 14-year old boy,
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Aravind Desai who reached the peak secomd. The peak is 16,300 feet
high and lies on the Equator.

® Indian Cultural Institute

The Indian Coltural  Tostitute. Mombasa came into being on the
th August 19190 As its nanre indicates it s interested i and  stands
for Indian culture.  An Indian gentleman placed at the disposal of  the
Institute one large roonr in which the activities of the Tustitute are being
carried on since 2od October 19190 Some members of the Theosophical
Society, which has a Lodge in Monthasa, carey on the work of Bhagavad -Gita
Pathashaly in which Gita classes are being held daily.  Every  Saturday
has been set apart and s being observed as a commemoration day to keep
the memory of Malutmagi green. On this day after the Ashram prayers
some Pravachana is being given and portions from “My Experiments with
Truth” by Gandhiji is being yead and explained. This is being done under
the auspices of Gandbi Sodicty of which Shri . D. Master is the Honorary
Secrctary. Among other activities carvied  on by the Institute are  the
reading of Ramavana every Sunday and reading some well known author
on the characters in the Mahabharat.

On the 26th January, 1950 the inauguration day of the Republic of
India, the members met carly in the worning.  There were mass prayers.
Shri P. D. Master vead the first few lines of the Preamble 1o the Indian
Constitution in Sanskrit and brielly explained the significance of the occasion.
Therealter the pledge taken by the members of the Constituent Assembly
was  explained to the audience, Sweets were distributed among 1500
school children of all races (European, Arab., African and Indian). On
the 30th January 1950. (he anniversary of the passing gway of Mahatmaji,
members gathered  together carly in the morning. ‘There were prayers
of all retigions.  Alter the singing of the favourite Hywmm of Mahatmaji
“Vaishnav  Jana To Tene Kahiye” they dispersed.  In the evening there
were Pravachana and pravers again,  Hundreds of copics of a small book-
let on Gandhiji in Swahili, an African language were distributed among
the Africans. Onec of the African teachers present said that they would
always remewber the Indians for the sweets and the books that they
received.

@ Stricter Immigration Laws in Kenya

Shri Gura Charan Dass. whose ve-entry into Kenya has been banned
by the Government of that country writes in a letter to the Editor,
“Hindustan Fimes”. New Delhioon 16th February, 1950 1hat Indians in
Kenya are suffering-from great disabilities at the hands of British imperia-
lism.  Stricter immigration laws are being enacted with a view not only
to restrict the entry of Indians into the Colony but also to exclude those who
try to maintain their self-respect against the tyranny of the Whites.
During the war the Government of Kenya restricted the entry of Indians
into the colony on the pretence of shortage of residential accommodation
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and tried 1o bluff the Government of India as well, that the restrictions
werc only temporary. No sooner the war was over than the Government of
Kenva cnacted permianent measures in spite of strong opposition from
the local Indian community. The Indian community is helpless, for al-
though Indians form a large community of residents in the colony as
against the Europeans they have very little representation in the Councils.
The White settlers have been agitating for Dominion Status for Kenva
since 1926. Attainment of such a status means further slavery ()f. a lakh
of Indians and 15 million Africans to the Whites as in South Africa,
concludes Shri Das,

® Tagore'’s Play on Nairobi Stage

For the first time in EKast Africa, an entirely Indian cast presented
an English play. It was the Post Office hy Rabindranath Tagore and
was staged on a specially prepared stage at the Indian Commissioner’s
reception on the 26th January 19530. Later, the performance was given

for the benefit of the public in regular theatres.
m

Local Tndian residents gathered en bloc at the premises of their
Association on 26th January to celebrate the inauguration of the Republic
of India. Many prominent members of the community attended the
function. There was a special programme over Radio Addis Ababa, con-
sisting of a talk by Mr. Menczes, President of the Indian Association,
followed by a recital of Indian music.

® Indian Republic Day

® Pandit H. N. Kunzru’s visit to Addis Ababa

Pandit Hriday Nath Kunzru, accompanied by Mr. Gundevia, Joint
Secretary ol the External Affairs Ministry of the Government of India,
arrived in Addis Ababa en route to South Africa on 29th January 1950,
They werc received by the President of the Indian Association, Mr, I,
Menezes, and other members of the Indian communily there. There was
a reception for them at the Indian Association the same evening where
all - members of the Indian community were present. After a welcome
speech by Mr. I. Menezes, Pandit Kunzru spoke to the audience in
Hindi which was much appreciated. He emphas}zcd that cvery Indian
there was the ambassador of India and that the name of India and the
esteem for India in that country remained in their hands. Afterwards
the Indian Association gave a dinner in honour of Pandit Kunzru which
was attended by more than 30 prominent Indians. ‘The next morning
the distinguished visitors were entertained to tea by the local Indian
firm ‘Nathoo Mooljee’, where more than a dozen prominent Indians were
present. Later Pandit Kunzru presided over a meeting at the Indian
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Association. convencd to commemorate the death anniversary of Mahatna

Gandhi. at which he spoke on Mahatina Gandhi's life and exhorted all
1 there to follow Mahatmaji's footsteps, his teachings and  ideals
ns uphold the greatness of India.

" ‘is Assembly adopts Referendum Bill

ruc French National Assembly has passed the bill authorising the
French Government to fix the date and organisation of the referendum
in Pondicherry, Mahe, Yanam and Karvikal, the French settlements in
India. The Bill also authorised the French Government to mecet  all
travelling and living expenses of the neutral observers of the referendum.
M. Jean Letourncau. Minister of Overscas Territorics, declared in a state-
ment on 2ith February that France would “‘scrupulously respect”  the
result of this referendum to decide the future of the French settlements
in India. No discriminatory measures would be taken against anyone.
He said that whatever the result of the vote “ve do not believe our
friendly relations with the Indian Government will be altered”.

>

® India Institute

The Indian Institute (which used to be the Indian Section of Die
Deutsche Akademic, Munich) has been re-cstablished to carry om its
activities in a very modest way. After two years' (1926-28) efforts on the
part of Dr. Taraknath Das, aided by his latc lamented wifc Mary
Keatinge Das and many German friends of India, the India Institute
of Die Decutsche Akademie was started in 1928 and the first group of four
Indian scholars who received the Deutsche Akademie Fellowship (one
for Bio-Chemistry, one tor Engincering, onc for Indology and one for
Medicine) arrived in Munich in 1929, The work of the Institute in
securing scholarships  for advanced post-graduate Indian students in
German universities and engineering colleges and helping Indian scientists
to gain practical expericnce in various industries. continued  with great
success until during World War II when these activities had to be stopped.
During its existence of over ten ycars, the India Institute of Die Dcutsche
Akademie aided more than a hundred Indian scholars to get higher educa-
tion aud practical training. It was under the auspices of India Institute
that the late Professor Benoy Kumar Sarkar of Calcutta University gave

_a serics of lecturers on “Modern India” and acted as a Visiting Professor

to various universities. The Indian Institute of Munich received many
distinguished Indian visitors such as the late Rabindranath Tagore, the
late Jagadish Chandra BRose, Professor Raman and others. During the
month of October 1949, throligh the initiative and active support of Dr.

¢
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Taraknath Das the India Institute has been re-established in Munich,

Germany.
Indo-China

Dr. B, V. Keskar, Deputy Minister for Extcrnal Affairs, Government
of India, said in Parliament that special remittance facilities granted.to
Indians in JIndo-China werc discontinued but the facilities of making
remittances through normal banking channcls as permitted by exchange
control regulations of the Government of Indo-China were still in force.
No representation had been received from the Indo-China Indian Associa-
tion, nor have any steps been taken to give rvelief to the dependcents in

India.
® Resolutions of the Malayan Indian Congress

Following are some of the resolutions adopted at a meeting of repre-
sentatives of Regional and Local Indian Congresses and members of the
Malayan Indian Congress Working Committee held on 5th March 1950:

® Remittances from Indo-China

L. Federal Citizenship: As the people of the Federation of Malaya
are today faced with the issue of the Federal Citizenship, it is resolved
that as a matter of principle, the Government should clear up the issue
of the rights and duties attached to the Federal Citizenship; that the
qualification for a certificatc of citizenship, that one should be able to
speak Malay and English with reasonable proficiency, is highly disadvant-
ageous. particularly to the Indian population and extremely restrictive in
principle. It is urged that this picce of qualification should be removed;
that the clauses requiring of a person to conform 1o Malay customs as
a pre-requisite to become a Federal Citizen should go as this will render
it difficult for most of non-Malays to become Federal Citizens; that the

residential qualification for a person to becone a Federal Citizen should
be reduced to 5 years.

1. Demand for Self-Government. The Malayan Indian Congress
reiterates its requests to the British Government to announce a political.
economic and educational programme designed to help Malaya achieve
democratic self-government in a reasonably short period. We trust that
such a plan will greatly strengthen the confidence of the Malayan people

-, in the Government and enable them to be a great asset to the Common-
wealth. We have a constitution that is neither demacratic nor does it

contain the seeds of democratic growth. A large proportion of children
of school-going age eitheér cannot afford education or have no schools to
B0 to and the economy of the country is still precariously dependent on
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tin and rubber. In the cousidered opinion of the Malayan Indian Con-
gress, the only solution of all these ills is to bring iuto being a Constituent
Assembly to be clected by popular vote that should be entrusted  with
(he task of framing & new Constitution for Malaya that would include
Singapore.

L. Land Settlewient Schewme: In order Lo creaie w real interest in
the progress and prosperity of Malaya, a long term policy of land settle
ment is an urgent need. The Malayan Indian Congress urges upon the
Malavan  Government and the employers of labour to give serious con-
sidération to this matter and to devise and introduce land  scttlement
schemes for workers who have adopted this country as their homeland.

IV, Indian Waorkers'  Cooperative Societies: The  Malayan - Indian
Congress is of opinion that the state and other workers” cooperative societies
which have hitherto been functioning merely s credit and loan societies,
should be encouraged and assisted to cnable their members to purchase
their own plots and make houses and urges the Government to  take

nec

sary steps to this end.

V. Education: The Malayan Indian Congress is greatly concerned
about the large proportion of children of school-going age who are not
attending  school cither because  they cannot afford (o go (o school ot
there are no schools 1o go to. The Congress is also concerned about the
extent of adult illiteracy in Malaya, The development of democracy in
Malaya has been and is being greatdy hindered by this drawback.  Further-
more there is an inherent danger to Yaw and order in this backwardness,
The danger is all the more great in view of the growing threats of
world developments to political and  cconomic stability.  The  Congress,
therefore, urges the Government to grant free primary education, make
cducation compulsory for all children of 15 yews and under and work
a scheme for the ceducation of adults.

® Anti-Bandit Campaign : Appeal to Indians

Mr. G. V. Thaver, President of the Malayan Indian Association, has
issned the followg appeal to Indians:

“Indians in Malaya are a community settled in this country with
an age-long vadition and we have as nuch stake in the maintenance of
law and order as the Malays and Chinese. The prosperity of our com-
munity is entirely dependent on the prevalence of  peaceful dife in the
country unperturbed by bandit disturbances. It is needless to state that
part of the amount which is now spent by the Government on anti-
bandit activities is contributed by the Indian communnity in Malaya., It
is our duty 10 save that money for utility schemes. Fo save that money,
it is imperative that we should see the end of bandit activities in Malaya
at an early date. I, therefore. appeal to all the Indians in this country
wijo bave made Malaya their home to help the anti-bandit campaign
started by the Government to the best of their ability and prove them-
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selves true citizens of Malaya, It will not be out ol place to state in
this connection that Mahatma Gandhi was opposed to the violence used
by the bandits and that the Government of India is itself taking decisive
and strong action against similar clements within India. In conformits
with the ideals of Mahatma Gandhi and the policy now followed h;'
the Governmens of India, all Indians in Malava should aid he anti-bandit
campaign and help restoration of peace and order™,

® Club House for Singapore Indian Associa—tion

At long last. in its 27th year of existence, the Singapore Indian
Association is going to have a building of its own. Thanks to the
determination of some individuals, the Association has managed to raise
a fund of a linle over § 60,000 towards which the highest individual
donation is one of $ 10,000 by Mr. Havdyal Singh of Messts. Gian Singh
& Co. The construction of Singapore Club House. on the land given
near Balestier Road on long lease by the Government, commenced on
the auspicious day of Pongal. HHth January 1950,

® Indian Labour in Malaya

Dr. B, V., Keskar, Deputy Minister  for Fxternal  AMlairs,  said in
Parliament that the Malayan Legislature has passed a Bifl for withdraw-
ing the privilege enjoyed so far hy the Indian Agent in Malaya to
inspect the condition of Indian labour there. The Bill was pnss(cd in
December 1919, but had not yet been implemented. The Agent of the
Government of India had Deen consulted when the Bill was pending,
but it had been passed in spite of his disapproval. The Indian Repre-
sentative in Malaya has taken up the question whether, after the imple-
mentation of the Act, he could look after the interests of Indian labourers
there informally. :

® Bandits®' Attack Indian Rubber Estate

An Indian-owned rubber estate in the Muar area of Malaya  was
attacked by bandits armed with bren, sten and tommy guns and rifies
early in tebruary. The entire factofy of the estate (Palaniarapa Estate)
and Jabourers’ lines were burnt down. The labourers were not molested.
Representatives of various  Indian  associations and  unions in Sclangor
State have unanimously resolved to give full support to the Malayan
Peoples” Anti-bandit Month.  They have also decided 0 set up a. liaison
committee whose function would be to advise the State's Anti-bandit
Month organiser on problems affecting the community,

® Malaya Indians Celebrate January 26

The Indian Republic Inauguration Day was celebrated on 26th January
.195(), with great eclat by the Indian community throughout Malaya.

i
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Highlights of the celebrations were flag-hoisting, pravers feeding of the
poor, entertainment of children, mass meetings, clc.

® Indian Republic Day Celebrations

Vast crowds numbering over seventy thousand  participated in the
Indian Republic Day Celcbrations in Port Louis organised by the Com-
missioner for India. Shri Dharam Yash Dev and Shrimati Dev. The
cclebrations began with performance of Havnavagna by sanyasis. Al mid-
day, the flag was hoisted over the Indian Commissariat Building and

*local Indian bands played Jana Gana Mana. The crowd cheered and’

raised cries of Bhiarat Mata-ki-Jar. Bugles and conches were blown. Im-
mediately after flag-hoisting, the crowds from the Commissioner's office
marched in procession and reached Champ-de-Mars Race Course Maidan
where the Commissioner for India, His Excellency the Governor and
others delivered specches. A special feature of the celebrations was the
provalence of the utmost cordiality between the Hindu and  Muslim
sections of the Mauritius Indian population and much of the celebrations’
success was due to the active cooperation given by many leaders of the
local Muslim community and merchants who were very active members

of the Central Organising Committee,

Pakistan

® Hindu Shrines in Pakistan Misused

Hindu and Sikh shrines numbering 895 arc rcported to have been
desecrated in Pakistan according to a Press Note issued on 10th February
1950 by the Indian Ministry of Rclief and Rehabilitation. A list of about
800 Hindu and Sikh shrinecs reported to have been desecrated was forwarded
by the Ministry of Rehabilitation, Government of India, to the Govern-
ment of Pakistan in June and July, 1948. Scvcral other cases were reported
thercafter. In spite of repeated reminders, no reply has been received
by the Government of India so far. Since March 1949, the High Commis-
sioner for India in Pakistan has forwarded to the Yakistan authorities
a further list of 95 temples and Gurdwaras, of which 7t are situated in
Karachi. No reply has been received from the Pakistan Government.
Some of the non-Muslim religious places in Karachi are very closc to
the Secretariat and other offices and are still being used for the rehabilita-
ton of refugees or for purposes other than those for which they are
intended. The following cxamples, typical of numecrous such cases, will
show the use to which shrincs are being put in Pakistan. (1) The Sikh
Gurdwara behind the Secretariat police station, Karachi, is being used
as the Muslim League National Guards centre with a quotation in Arabic
painted on the main gate; (2) The Khalsa Darbar, opposite the Garden

LG
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police station, Karachi, is occupied by Muslim refugees for residential
purposes; (3) The Akal Bhunga Sikh Darbar, Lawrence Road, Karachi,
is occupied by Muslim refugees for residential purposes.

Portuguese East Africa

® Indian Republic Day in Beira

The Indian Republic Day was celebrated by the Beira Hindu Com-
munity with all pomp and splendour. The Governor and the British
Consul attended the function which took place in a school. The Portu-
guese National Flag. the Indian National Flag and the Union Jack were
unfurled. On the occasion Messrs. Sheth Damodar Anandji & Co.
declared a very handsome donation for the poor students and hospital
patients in the District of Manika and Saphala which was handed over
to the Governor who assured that it would be spent as desired. It
appears that no Muslim took part in the programmes. On 30th January,
the anniversary of Gandhiji's death was also obscrved.

.. Portuguese India

@ Harsh treatment

The Prime Minister, Pandit Nehru reiterated in Parliament on 9th
February that Goa should join India. He said that according to the
Government of India’s information, complaints of arrest, seaxrch of political
suspects and of ill-trcatment of political prisoners are common in Goa.
‘There were 18 political prisoners. One of these was an Indian national
and the rest Goans. There is severe censorship of the Press. The message
of greectings sent by the Indian Consul-General at Goa to the President
on 26th January lfast was censored in Goa and was not published. Pandit
Nebru's statement on Goa was also censored and was not allowed to
be published in Lisbon. To the question, “Is it a fact that Indians
with pro-Indian sympathics were sent to an island near Lisbon”, Pandit
Nehru replied, “Yes, but we wmust remember the word ‘Indian’ is used
in a vague sense. They are Indians but Portuguese nationals. All' the
inhabitants of Goa are Indians but in law their nationality is different.”

A South Africa

®.Cape Town Talks

. The official joint communiqie of the preliminary conference held at
€dpe Town between the Governments of India. Pakistan and Bouth Africa,
fisued on 19th February 1950, said that the thrée ‘nations had agreed
to call a Round Table Conference “to explore all’ possible ways and
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means of settling the TIndian question in South Africa. It was agrecd
that neither the discussions under this formula nor the holding of the
Round Table Conference itself, would involve any departure from, or
prejudice to, the standpoints of the respective Governments on the ques-
tion of domestic jurisdiction.” 'The South African Minister of the Interior.
Dr. Donges told the Union House of Assembly on 20th February that
at the very outset it was made cleav o the Conference that, as far as
South  Africa was concerned, the tatks had their genesis in informal
talks between the Prime Ministers of South Africa and India in London
in April 1949, It was necessary to clarify South Africa’s approach to the
talks in view of the attitude which the Union had consistently taken up
at the United Nations in regard to the interpretation and over-riding
effect of Article II (7) of the United Nations Charter—the domestic juris-
diction clause. South Africa had [urther 1o safeguard herself from any
implication that by agrecing to the talks, she was admitting or counten-
ancing interference in what was clearly and purely a domestic matter.
“At the preliminary conference itself, this position was repeatedly reaffirm-
ed and re-emphasised”, said Dr. Donges. Pandit Hriday Nath Kunzru,
Leader of the Indian Delegation to the tripartite talks, refuting the
contention of Dr. Donges that the problem of South Africa
was a purely domestic matter, said: “Mr. Donges says that the issue is
domestic, but we adhere to the stand taken by us before the United
Nations that the problem is not a domestic issue of the South African
Government. They cvideatly have also not given up their contention.”

® Round Table Conference Welcomed

In a Press statement, the South African Indian Congress, welcoming
the announcement of a Round Table Conference, said that it sincerely
hoped that the proposed Conference would be held in the very near
future and that the decision to convene it would have the effect of arrest-
ing any further deterioration of the position of Indians in the Union.
They expressed their hope that statesmanship of the highest order would
prevail henceforth so that when the representatives of the three govern-
ments meet they would do so in an atmosphere of goodwill and under-
standing. 'They rciterated that expatriation was no solution at all to the
Indian question. In keeping with the United Nations decisions it would
be the task of the threc governments concerned to arrive at a working
formula for the extension of human rights to the Indians in South Africa.
The question of franchise. the question of restrictions against ownership
and occupation of property, the colour bar in industry, the civil service
and the armed forces and the restrictions against freedam of movement
between provimces, are fundamental questions which must receive priority
at the Conference. It must also discuss the inadequate cducations, hous-
ing, hospitalisation and other facilities for Iudians—in fact, all aspects of
Indian life in South Africa.
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® Congress Banquet to Pandit Kunzru

Abuut seven hundred guests attended a banquet in the Durban City
Hall on 15th February, 1950, in honour of the Indian delegation to the
tripartite talks, ‘The banquet was given by the Natal Indian Congress
and the guests included Africans, Indians and Europeans. Welcoming
the delegates Dr. G. M. Naicker who presided, said: “We are pleased
to welcome you not merely because you are Indians but because you are
championing the freedom of all irrespective of race.” Continuing he said,
“We live in a democratic agé and cannot allow discrimination against
human beings mercly because of the colour of their skins. We are not
asking for the moon, but only for these things which are ours by right
and should be conceded even without asking.”

Mr. A. W. G. Champion, President, African National Congress (Natal)
said that he was glad to take the opportunity of conveying to thc Govern-
ment and people of India the heartfelt thauks of his community for the
work of the Indian delegation at United Nations in the interest of the
African people. “We can claim no better friends than the delegates of
India at the UN" he said. “We do not know what took place at Cape Town
but knowing the record of your country’s representatives at the UN, we
feel certain you did not forget us in your private talks.” Specaking of
cooperation with the Indian community, Mr. Champion said, “So far as
the Natal Indian Congress is concerned they are doing cverytliing to help
bring about better understanding  with  the  African  National Cougress.
U willingly accept the heip of the Natal Indian Congress in this connection.
I hope that this cooperation will continuc in spite of forces that are
trying to work against it. We have to wage a united fight against our
common enemy—the enemy of freedom”. Concluding, the speaker asked
the delegation to convey the thanks of the voiceless people of South Africa

to the Prime Minister and people of India for their continued interest.

Mr. Swales, President of the African Peoples’ Organisation, represent-
ing the coloured community said it was not possible to attain f{reedom
without Coloured, Indian and African cooperation. 'The success of the
Indian people will be the success of all oppressed peoples. They were
glad to know that in their struggle there were a large number of Europcan
fricnds.

Mr. D. G, Mumkulu, Principal of the Inanda College, said that the
function in honour of the Indian delegates which brought the different
racial groups together, was a great achicvement, It was seldom that there
were such mixed gatherings. He took the opportunity to thank the Govern-
ment of India for offering assistance in the cultural field by providing
scholarships for African students. He assured the visitors that the large
mass of his people were deeply grateful for India’s efforts in trying to
cultivate cultural associations. Unfortunately there were difficulties with
regard to passports. Speaking of Indo-African relations Mr. Mtimkulu
said there was no cause for believing that there was hatred between the
two communities, He looked torward to marching together in the com-

_ mon fight for freedom.

L
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Pandit Kunau wha spoke at length said he was very pleased parti
cularly in having met the representatives of the African and Coloured
communities and to hear from them words of appreciation and  thanks
for the little that India was ible to do. Referring to the United Nations
he said that India was happy to champion the cause of those who were
not represented there. Regarding the tripartite talks recently concluded
in Cape Town he said that the three delegations had made unanimous
recommendations to their vespective governments  and il these  recom-
mendations were aceepted, a Round ‘Table Conference would follow soon,
India had been asking for suech o Round Table Conference since 1945
India had 0 go o the UN because the Union  Government was  not

convinced of this course,

® Indians employed in Gold Mines

Dr. Keskar, Deputy Fordign Minister, told Parliament that there were
at present 19 Indians employed in gold mines in South Africa and accord-
ing to Governments information, there was no  restriction on  their

mwovements.

nited Kingdom

® 10,000 Indians vote in British E _ections

In Britain’s General Elections on 23vd February, 1950, about 10,000
Indians exerdised theinr voting rights out of some 15,000 qualificd to vote.
There are ive main Indian communitics in the United Kingdom.  Some
10,000 live in the London avea and the others in ‘Filbury, Cardill. Liver-
pool and Birmingham—the latter's Indian population being about 2,000.
Britain’s estimated 25000 Indian  population includes  permanent  Indian
residents and students but not of course, transient and fHoctuating visitors
like scamen. ‘The political consciousness of the Indians was characteris-
tically keen, and in many ways they approached the poll with as great
interest ar their fellow electors. A number of Indians were among a
party ol overseas students representing 1 countries  who  attended  the
count of votes for the city and Westminster Parliamentary division at the
Westminster City Hall on the night of the clection.

United States

® Indian Art Exhibit

An exhibit which covers 1,500 years in the devclopment of Hindu and
Buddhist art is now on view at the country museum, Los Angeles and
will continue up to 16 April, 1950. The display, the largest collection of
ancient Indian art ever to be shown in the United States, includes sculpture,
paintings, wood ‘"?d-. ivory carvings, carpets, terra cotta, ceramics and
jewelry. :

N Tl

Black Market and Corruption

Recently in a Co-operative Stores, cloth got accumulated and
could not be sold though sale was open to non-members. A
certain enterprising $.D.0. ordered them to be placed in the
weekly Hat for sale. The experiment succceded and cloth
sold like hot cakes. This shows the extremecly conservative and
shy character of the Indian buyer. He prefers to continue
not merely the goods but also the channcls through which he
has been purchasing so long. He has an instinctive
hostility to anything institutional or governmental. Psychology
dies hard. Hc has known government through officers,
and officcrs have changed very little except in iheir relation
to the middle classes. Thus the hostility continues and
he keeps away irom government measurcs. But in dealing
with businesssmen he feels no hostility. He [cels a strange
security in their hands, however insecure and fleecing those
hands might be. Thus the psychological position is that he
will willingly be flecced byea business-man rather than unwill-
-ingly be saved by a new-fangled government institution. The
business-man, besides fleccing hil_n, attends to his difhculties and
helps him to make the choice. Most of us are deficient in this
.capacity of making the right choice for lack of training, but few
of us know it. In comparison, the touch -of the government
servant or institutional salesman is waoden and unsympathetic.
There is no beam of recognition in the cyes, no inviting manner
of the private salesman in him. Rather there is a distantness
and perpetual boredom. Even at best there is condescension
which hurts. Matched against this is the ordinary purchaser
‘“who is mostly ignorant, often illiterate and lacks the courage
born of knowledge and understanding. So he is held back
from the government officers and the institutions by sheer dread
of the unknown. In this category falls also the lower middle"
«class, even if literate. Thus the percentage of ignorant buyers
sWould be about eighty. Hence nearly 80%, of our buyers need
for their purchases a friendly and inviting look and sympathetic
-gdvice to make the choice. In government and institutional
shops unfamiliar stiffness constantly repels them. Till this shy-
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ness and conservatism ol the buyer is dispelled by courage born
of knowledge and confidence in new methods and chaunels, he
will terid to avoid government and institutional shops. Till
then he will be fleeced in high market rather than scek cheaper
government storcs. Till then in scarcity conditions, the field
for blackmarket will remain.

If it were possible to put the entire nation on ration (like
England) then they might have been forced to cooperate with
the government and in that way, after a period ol initial suffer-
ing, might have got off their psychological complex.  But at
present barring the urban population which is a small [raction
of our man-power, the bulk is outside the pale of rationing. Thus
in the vast non-rationed arcas there is endless scope for rates to
rise, and non-government market or blackmarket to function,
It is this which tends continuously to crack the shell of the
rationed arcas. Even in the rationed arcas, due to psychologi-
cal (:ompﬁ?x there is a larger section of the population which
forcgoes its quota knowingly, unknowingly, grumblingly but
without complaint. This quota tends to go under. It is this
endless scope for blackmarket which is being exploited by the
business class. The scope for blactz-m(m(-y is equally vast. So
the honesty-purchasing capacity of black-money is also vast. It
is this black-money which is corrupting our officers and corrod-
ing the administrative machine. In a country where rights are
unknown and when known unenforced, where calling upon fate
is regarded as sufficient amends for suffering, blackmarket and
corruption have frec play. Once these sct in, onc goes on pro-
moting the other in a vicious circle like the inflationary spiral.

Long-term remedies of this crisis are obvious:
(1) Over-production to wipe out scarcity.
(2) Knowledge of confidence in, and practical under-
standing of, government institutions and their working.

Short-term remedies arc:

_ (1) Choosing for government and institutional shops,
salesmen and workers from the business class, thus replacing
the wooden bureaucratic approach and dealings of government
and institutional officers by the helpfulness, friendliness, sym-
pathy and understanding of the business dealer.
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(2) Replacing government departmentalism wi‘th its
dilatoriness, incfficiency and out-ol-time dccisions by sufﬁcmnt.l'/
empowered corporations to act with speed, cfiiciency and in
right time, on the spot.

(8) Concentrated drive to make the people lfnder-
stand the Government channels and their modus operandi, and
rtrying to adjust the institution to popular psychology 1‘;111.181'
than imposing an institution {rom above and then expecting
mass psychology to adapt itsell to it.

(1) Vow by the public not to hoard and not to pur-
chase any scarce commodity unless indispensable.

(5) Programme of austerity for the entire nation,

(Sd.y K. P Trigathi,

Principal, Darrang Colles ,Mu@(s{?’rm)
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EASTERN WORTD- -~

Free India is steadily cementing ber position as one of the niost impdrtant factors
in internationat affairs.  She wants to be better known and understood in the world, but
she also wunts to know what others think of her, @ Eastern World ', the international
magazme, with its articles by the most prominent authorities, is an essential link between
East and West, and must be read by every thinking community,

Yearly Subscription - £ 1
AIR MAIL FOR INDIA Rs, 15 f Post free

Urder  through Wheelers or
direct from 45, Dorset St., London, W, 1.

* The Indian Overseas Bank Ltd.”’

The total profits of the Bank for the year cnded 3lst
December 1949, including the amount brought {orward from
last year's accounts, amount to Rs. 6,51,268-1-10.  After appro-
priating Rs. 1,40,000 as provision for income-tax, Rs. 41,036-8-1
Sacuritics and Rs. 1,00,000 towards Reserve Fund, the Directors
have recommended to the shareholders payment of a dividend
"&b the rate of 1}%, per annum, absorbing a sum of Rs. 1,66,430-4
leaving a balance of Rs. 1,03,801-5-9 to be carried forward ta

‘hext year’s account. TN
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INFORMATION & LISTENER

SUBSCRIPTION ANNUAL HALE-VEARLY
IN THE ~S’I‘A'l'lz‘) Rs. 3 00 ﬁs ;g—g
INION Rs. 4—0--0 s. 2--0 -
F

Annas Six only (In the State)
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Annas Eight only (Foreign)
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For further particulars please address :

THE DEPARTMENT OF INFORMATION
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Some Opinions about

INDIAN AFFAIRS

I have just glanced over the two coples of the Tndian Affairs
which vou were good cnough to send me. 1 find them very well
got up and their contents are also interesting and instructive. [
hope they will have good reception from the public.

%

%

%

7

% —Dr. Rajendra Prasad.
The Foreign Department of the Indian National Congress has

embarked upon a new venture by starting a monthly journal inter-

preting free India’s progressin different ficld=and establishing closer

cultural  contacts with our countivmen abroad.  The editor,

Pr. Rajkumar, has spared no pains to give in the first issue of the

% journal o <ober amd anthentic commentary on Indian affairs hoth at

é home and abroad,

The Hindusthan Standard, Caleutta,

.................. This issue (Vol. I, Nos. 1 & 2), which holds out
promise of a very sucees ful future for the Journal, contains good
articles on the consolidation of India, the new Constitugrom of the
Congress, Indians in forcign lands, India’s multipurpose projects,
Malan's herrenvolk theery, and many other subjects of topical
interest. “ Kuow vour India 7 is apparently to be a monthly
feature and the first article is about the origins of the Congress it-
self. This will be a good monthlv feature,

=~The Hitusada, Nagpur.

Indian  Affairs, published by the Foreign Department  of
Congress, s a capable and informative review of current trends... ..
. The format is so conventent that this might be continued
with advantage. —=The Statesman, New Delhi.
Indian Affairs is an attractive new monthly...... I Every
Province and all the States (such of those thot have survived) are
considered, while the position of our countrymen abroad is surveved

- periodically in these pages. We welcome this informative journal
and trust that it will serve as w handy journal of reference on all

matters of Indian interest. -The Indian Review, Madras.

Subscriptions ; Inland Re. 6 per annum --- Single copy As. 8.

Foreign 12s. per annum - - Single copy lIs.

FFor furthey particulars vegarding adverviiseinent vates, elc., please address :

THE MANAGER
« INDIAN AFFAIRS »’
7, Jantar Mantar Road, New Delhi
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