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butions on all subjects of educational interest,
Articles generally need not be made longer

than 2000t 3500 words. They should Ba\‘__,a’-f;ﬁ"
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legibly written, preferably typewrittes™
as to permit the incorporation of editorial™
revisions and iostructions to the press,

Acceptance and publication of an article do

not necessarily imply that the Editor en-

dorses the views expressed therein. Stamps

should accompany the manuscript, if the

writer wishes it returned in case of non-

acceptance, The Editor cannot in any case

accept any responsibility for the return of

any manuscript submitted.

Subscriptions: All remittances and com-
munications on the subject should be
addressed to the Publisher, 14-A, Sunkawar
Street, Triplicane, Madras. It is requested
for facility of reference that the subscrip-

_tion number, printed on the wrapper, should

be mentioned in all such communications.
Subscribers will generally be informed. of

the. expiry of their subscriptions well in

advance of the date of such expiry, but it is
requested that instructions for removal or
discontinuance may be sent even in the

" absence of such notice, Subscriptions are

strictly payable in advance,

Date of Publication: The Review is

" published on the 29th of every month,

Subscribers who do not receive the Review
in time are requested to notify the manage-
ment immediately. It may not.be always

" possible to supply the missing copies, if

complaints are made months after the
event, nor under such circumstances could,
any enquiry be conducted in the matter.

Review of Books: The Editor will be
glad to notioe in the columns of the Review
books of educational and general interest. .
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MUSIC AND VISUAL EDUCATION
. By Pror, P. 8aMBAMOORTHY, University of Madras.

HE valne of visual education is now
being increasingly recognised. Many
sgencies have sprung into existence for
imparting visual education. The possibility
of imparting musical education through
visnal media has not so far been serioasly
-~ thought of. Though mausic is‘an art to be
learnt through our aural sense, knowledge
of facts relating. to music and musicology
can be imparted through visual media.

India is a country noted for the rich
variety of her musical instruments. The
technique of play of some of the instru-
ments is of interest from the point of view
of instrumentation. Students in South Indian
Schools have perhaps seen just a few of the
concert instrnments and temple instraments,
They would not have seen many of the
concert instraments of the North and Souath.
Musical instruments projected on the screen
will help students to understand something
of their shape, construction and manner of
play. The phenomenon of sympathetic
resonance can be illustrated with a Tambura
visually, From the fingering of a Veena
player, students can form ideas concerning
the analytical nature of gawakas or graces, .

The process of ~making a Veena in-
cluding the ekadandi and ekanda types, can
be shown on the screen. How the wood, after
it is cut from the tree, is seasoned and how
the bowl is scooped out gradually at long
intervals and how the Veena is uitimately
made may be shown. . The progess of fixing

LVI-8—1 .

the frets on the finger-board of the Veena,
known as sefting melam ought to be of
interest to students of music and acoustics,

The playing technique of the tdakka, the
jalatarangam, panchamukha vadyam and
sarangi are of special interest. In the drum
idakka, it is possible to play & compasition
within a compass of about oae octave with
surprising accuracy, In the jalatrangam,
certain types of. graces are prodaced by
cleverly dipping into the water & wooden
sphere held in the left hand. In the sarangi,
it is the finger nails of the left hand that
are in contact with the strings and not the
fleshy tip of the fingers as ig the case usual 'y
with stringed instruments. The finger nails
glide along tha side of tha strings. .

India has evolved many types of concerts.
The seating plan of m=mbers in concer)
parties may be showa on the screen. The
significance underlying the allotment of
particular positions to the performers will
then be realised. 4 concert pageant present-.
ed in a chronological order will help in the
understanding of the evolution of conoerts
in Indisa, . i '

The use of instruments like the Graha-
bheda Pradarsini (Mode.shft-ton), the
process-of deri1ving scales by the stufc of the
tonic, note, the distinction betwsen muarch-
anakaraka melas and amarchanakaraka
melas and many other technigal.facts cag
visually be showa, * c



. group activity

us THE EDUCATIONAL REVIEW

South Indian temples are a rich store.
house of musical iconogranhy and dancs
iconegraphy, A subject like the evolution
of the Vina threugh the ages can be vividly
presented through a series of scolptures of
temple images of different centuries playing
on the Veera, The famous musical inserip-
ticn ip Kuodimiyamalai, the sculpture of the
Yezh in the temple at Tirnmayam, scalp-

- tures of dapce figures and the musieal
stcne-pillars can all be shown on the screen,
It will be truly an inspiration to students to
see something of -the ancient heritage of
oars.

A series of musica.lvm_aps of India showing

.

places which were seats of music in the -

past, places which were birthplaces of great
composers and musicians, places noted for
‘music festivals, places noted for the manu-
facture of musical instruments and places

which contain paintings and sculptures of

interest from the point of view of music
and danoe xconography can be prepared and
shown,

The drawing of Kolams to the accompani-
ment of music is an ioteresting form of
It develops the semse of
rhythm in the participants, With a graded
series of Kolams, the process of dotting and
lining and the types of songs uaeful for
them can be shown.

Aerial'Kolams will give an opportumty
to a large -number of pupils to participate,
This can be practised in Gymnasinms or in
' playing grounds, In addition to pupils in
~ schools, students of colleges of physical
education and members of the Army can
also take part in it. Rhythmic music is
~ here coupled with a phyzical activity,

The pupil participating in aerial kolams
can be grouped into:~—(l) dot pupils and
{2) line pupils, The figure of the kolam

-

on a large seale is first drawn lightly on the
floor or the ground as the case may be,
At first all the pupils stand in a circle

around the kolam drawn on the flonr, - -

When the music commences, the dot pupils
march in, one by one, according to a plan
and take their allotted positions, Hach
pupil may have to march rhythmically four
or more steps inwards and take his or her
position. When the first pupil has marched
in and taken the position on the lst dot, the
second marches in and stands on the 2nd
dot and so on, till the last pupil has marched
and taken the position on the last dot of
the Kolam. Now the first stags is over,
After a brief pause, groups of pupils, four
or more at a time according to the size of
the Kolam, march'in and occupy the lines
between the dots. When all the pupils
have thus marched in, and the last straight
line or curved line has been filled, an aerial
view of the disposition of the pupils will
reveal the figure of the particular Kolam. ~
For the purpose of this exercise, it is desira.

ble that pupils of the same height are
chosen. Asa prellmluary to this, the Kolam

may first be drawn ou the blackboard to the
accompaniment of music. This will give an
idea of the contour of the Xolam to be
borrowed. For the same Kolam to be
completed in the aerial manner described
above, longer music will necessanly be
reqmted

« Ideas of co-operative effort, alertness,
a sense of discipline and “a sense of rhythm
develop as a result of this activity, Pupxls
feel a joy in marching to the accompani-
ment of music.

The exercise: of aerial kolam can be
vividly depicted on the screen. A band of
trained pupils will be requu:ed for the
purpose. :

‘BASIC EDUCATION—A BOON TO INDIA

SrI SARBESWAR Nalk, B.A,, Brajarajnagar.

NDIA is a country of villages with an
-age-long rural civilisation, Hence any
system of education withont harmony with
the uplift of her teeming millions living in
villages, who only can dare to claim that
they are true Indians, is of little worth.
Her fate and civilization are closely related
to her rural population. No scheme, how-
ever well planned, can have its desired
effects, unless it links itself with the rucal
life, The system that does not take into
consideration the absolute mnecessity of

- providing education to the ignorant masses

can, in no sense, ba said to be compliete,

Providi_ng education doesnot mean making
people literates only. A man of letters may
havé his fame as that; but there is every

“possibility that a time thay come when his

shelf or his pen would fail to save him. It
does not however mean that a country
should not have some such persons. The

aim of any good plan for education in Iadia -

should be to provide faailities for improve-
ment at the very door of our ignorant
peasant. It does mot matter, if he has not
any idea of a Shakespeare or a Milton, or
he may not be koowing any Kiog John;
but he should be able enough, pot oaly

physically but iotellectually too, to handle
"his plough and reap his field at the year-

end with- a contented heart, He should
have & fair koowledge of his work end
ways of adopting himself to the day to day
world, Keeping pace with the world out-
side is also one of the impottant factors for
the development of his vocation.

And now that we are free from the
impositions from above by a foreiga Govern=
ment, we should be bold eacugh to work
out any such scheme with the above aim in
it. We are fortunate enough that a schema
is ready for us, waiting only to be worked
out, It is the scheme for Basio Kducation,
springing and getting il8 1nspuration from
the hife of the father of the nation himself,
It is the result of his hfe.dong thioking and

0B :eheunve heact, the refleator of the

people’s. The idea of Basic Education
conceived by Gandhiji is aimed at bringing
revolutionary changes in every sphere of
life—political, social, economic and cultaral
of all nations, especially of the Indians.
"By Education” he wrote in the Harijan.
“] mean an all-round drawing out of the
best in child and man—body, mind ard
spirit. Literacy is not the end of life, nor
even the beginning. It is only one of the
means whereby men and womea can bs
edacated, Liiteracy ia ttself is no edacation,
I would, therefore, begin the child’s educa-
tion by teaching it a haadicraft, and en.
abling it to produce from the momant it
begins its training.” A Gandhiaa child thus
begins its educatlon through craft, and that
means it does not learn the craft mechaani-
cally 3 but it learns scieatifically and is
given every scope for kanowing the why
and wherefore of its work,

Hence, for education aader Basis Schents,
the child is not a complete burdea on its:
parents, as il can have some eacrniog for
and through 1ts eduacatioa. {'he pareats,
and the state, if the lastar takes a hitlo care

- for taking over the fimsaed grods, cun be

to a yroat exteat free from agsy bitheraiion
rugardiog mouey matters fur the onild’a
education, Hcence the need of orafts suit-
able for a child for its learning as well &8
earning, Bat side by side, the cnild is to

learn other - crafts necessary for life—=

individual aad social whica may not pay it
‘at all. Tne sim of Basic Eiucatioas as
said above, is not oaly to support the child
economically, oat to make it a full.fledged
maan.

In India where the majomy ‘of tha
populauon is poverty-siricken, a family doas
.always need the help of each and every
memper for its maintenance. Henaoe peopie
generally eagage theicr children in sowe
Wwork or otner, icrespecive of theiwr aga od
heaitn, education or futures Thne pareats
aca satisfied with present incoma, It is ngk
wholly dus to their lack of Kaowledga about
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the value of education, neither due $0 want
of affection for the childrsn, nor even due
~ to their nnwillingness to give education to

them. No parents ever want to destroy
the fature of their children. Especially in

India, the social, domestic and parental_

relations are go close and cordial that every
thing with the children has its reaction in.
the hearts of the parents. 8o it is poverty
that hinders them in building the future of
their children, When an average family
"in India sends its children for education, it
not only loses the ready income they bring

home, but is put in a greater disadvantage .

to find the additional income to support the
expenses for their education. .The parents
become free from this double disadvantage
by doing the reverse.

Haence the state should work out a scheme
that can educate the masses with less
expense and the education imparted should
bear fruit throughout the life of the pupil,
1t shounld-be favourable for the development
of the individual in body, mind and sprrit
and to the society on the whole, The
present system of education, devised by
toreigners, cannot bear frait beneficial to

this land, Of course, it can have its desired

“effects according to its framers; it can
"produce a great number of clerks and

office bearers, but not a single educated
peasant, Rather it has destroyed the

peasantry, the backbone of the nation. A -

modern Indian is a Westernised official or
a factory. worker with his family in a town
and his lands sold to some land-lord who
neither has any idea of cultivation, nor
sapervises the fields cultivated by uneducat-
ed farmers engaged by him,

Oa the other hand the scheme for Basie
Education, if worked out fully and whole-
heartedly, can solve the educational problem
in Indis. Itis the real solution. A child
sent for education under this scheme is not
wasteful to the family. It pays for its own
education and brings ready incoms to home
as well. The scheme supplies the country
not with parasites, but with real men, the
pride of the country. The Government, we
are happy to note, have decided to adopt
this scheme and give free primary educa-
tion to all, It is our duty to help the
Government and to create a favourable
atmosphere in building our own futare.

s * PSS SR

" EDUCATION OF THE ABORIGINES
By Sm 8. R. VERKATARaMAN, B.A,, B.L., Servants of India S’ocwty. Royapettafz

Madras, ‘ .

(Continued from pdge 129)

NOW we shall consider the content of

the education that should be imparted

to the tribals. The scheme of education
should be such that it will, while making
© them - appreciate and preserve the good
_ features ip their tribal culture, will also
" develop in them a progressive outlook. The
education must be oraft.centred and indus.
tries and orafts in- whioh the trioals arer
proficient and for which the tribal grea
offers facilities in the shape of raw materials
etc. thould be taught to the tribal children,
Aboriginal culture abounds in many folk
EoDgs end folk dances and folk u.'t and

games whxoh make their life a rouad of joy
and beauty. Every attempt should be made
by the teachers in charge of aboriginal
schools to foster those folk elements and
make them a part of the school currigulum,

The success of any scheme of education
for the aboriginal will depend primanly
upon the type of teachers who will take
up this pation-bnilding and humanitarian
work, Teachers of these tribal achools
should be fired with a spirit of servioe and
sacrifics and must not ba doterred by
climatio or,other diffioulties while working

1

BDUCATION OF THE, ABORIGINES 13}

amoéng the tribals. Secondly, the aboriginal
should be befriended, and he must look
upon the teacher as his friend, guide and
philosopher. Thirdly, there must be laws
preventing unscrupulous merchants and
traders from exploiting the aboriginals, and
officials shonld deal with every case of

'oppra=smn of the aboriginsl brought to

their notice with firmness and in the inte-
rests of the aboriginal,

The hours of working of the sohool must

‘be so changed as to suit the life of the

aboriginals and should not deprive the
parents of the children’s company during
times of tribal festivities, harvest feasts etc,

Except where conditions are not favour-
able for admitting the tribals into the
common schools, the fribal children should
be made to attend the common schools
wherever possible. While it is the primary
duty of the state to provide free compuisory
primary eduncation to all its citizens, we

. feel that, as far as the tribals are concerned.

it will be in the interest of the tribal psople
if the Biate could liberally subsidise to the
extent of, say, 75 per cent the expenses of
private non-official agencies engaged in
this type of work, ‘

For the several ills from which the ab-

original suffers Education is° the only
panacea, It is the want of it that exposes
him to the ruthless exploitation of unscrupu-

lous traders, merchants and officials, thus

preventing him from making his voice felt
in the administration of local bodies and in

" Government ocireles, . The education that

the aboriginal receives should enmable him
.to read newspapers and Wwrite letters, to
understand and maintain accounts and to
follow the ways of the money-lender, the
shop-keeper and the petty village officials,
It should also enable him to lead a clean,
healthy and hygienio life3 and last but not
least, to ply some trade or industry by
which he can earn his‘living,

Behools for the aboriginal ’\Qeed not be
very costly, £

pose. It will be a good thing if the schools

can be built with the aid of the aboriginal -
students and adults (in the village itself, as

it will give them a practical training in

building huts in a better and improved way

and as it will bs cheaper than huts built by

paid labour, As far as possible, till the

fifth standard, there should bas no examina.

tion at all as the children take time fo .
assimilate the ideas imparted to them, It

has been pointed out already that the

aboriginals, both the young and old, are
very timid and suspicious, . and it is very
necessary, if they are to derive the full
benefits of education, every farm of corporal
punishment and threat should be eschewed,
Sympathy and love should always be the
guiding factors in running a school for the
aboriginal children. It means that the
teachers also should be seleoted carefully
from among those who possess these two
qualities in an abundant degree and who
would take to the educational work in the
aboriginal area with the zeal of a mis-
sionary., The teacher must be free from
mapy of the inhibitions based on religion
and caste. In trying to improve fhe lot of
the aboriginal and make him shed some of
his unhealthy aboriginal habits and customs,

" the teacher from the plains in his tarn

should not develop in the aboriginal
habits and customs which are prevalent
among some religions and castes in India,
and which are unhealthy and unsocial and -
m]uuous. :

Oane grave drawback in ranning schools
for the children of the abongmals is that
children are very irregular in their atten-
dance. This defect can be set right, if we
try to understand the psychology of the
aboriginal and give due consideration to
some of the habits and customs among'them
and adjust the working days of the school,
accordingly, In the case of the Koraga
ohildren 1n Mangalore, it was repeatedly
noticed that a majority of them wera
always found absent whenever there was a~
big feast among the Koragas. Obildren
would walk ten to fifteen mules just for the
pleacure of participating in a feast in the

- eowpapy of their parents and kith and Kiny.
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As the question of educating the aborigi-
nal? raises several problems peculiar to
the aboriginals and as the teachers will
be called upon to resolve these problems
from time to time with sympathy and
understanding, it is necessary that they
should be given special training preferably
in a training school in each aboriginal ares.
. If the training school is located in an
aboriginal village, it will be more advan-
tageous,-as it will enable the teacher to
understand the life of the aboriginals from
close quarters and fit him better for the task
ahead of him.

Education in aboriginal schools must not
bs drab, It must be full of lifes fun and
play. It will be advantageous to include in
the school curriculum aboriginal songs,
dances, stcries, riddles and art and physical
culture wherever possible,

The aboriginals have a prejudice to learn
crafts other than those to which they are
accustomed, 8o in iotrcducing any handi.
ceaft in the schools, it is desirable to
ascertain beforehand the possible-reaction
of the aboriginals to it whea it is introduced.

' . 1t an indastry which they dislike is intro-

duced without knowing their prejudice
sgainst it, it may speil the ruin of the
school as a whole, as the parents will simply
withdraw their children trom the school.
S0, great care has to be taken in introduc
ing handicrafts and industries in schools,

1t will be also necessary to carry om peace- -

ful propaganda %o liquidate -the prejndice
ainong the aboriginals for any particular
mdustry or handicraft. . .

Tkere are two other matters on which
it is necessary to make one or two observa-
tionss Qoe of them .is the problem of
‘health and bygiene among the aboriginals,
The teachers in charge of these schools
must have an elementary knowledgs of

-

health and hygiene and a knowledge of
simple medicine and first aid,

The second problem relates to the need

- for tackling some of the sex complexes

which aboriginal children exhibit at a very
early age, say from 8 years onwards,

probably because of the promiscuous:

living of their parents and- licentious talk
freely-indulged in by them., Thisisa very

difficult problem, but the teacher who is

able to tackle this problem will be doing &
great service to the country and the
aboriginals if He can by his talks among
adults, both men and women, bring
about a change in the attitude of children
towards sex,

Taking all the points into consideration
and from the experience of institutions liks
the Bhil Beva Mandal, the Assam Tribal
Welfare Work and the Gond Seva Mandal,
it is very desirable to have Ashrams for the
education of the tribal children. Such

Ashrams should be situated in the tribal

ares and in the wicimity of the tribal
quarters, say, within a radius of toree to
five miles. The influence of the Ashram
type of educational institutions has beea
for the good of the children, The caildren
of the aboriginals will be tramned in the
Ashram to lead a disciphned hfe and to
coltivate those habits which wiil stand them
in good stead later in lif~, ‘L'ne corporate
community life in the. Ashrawm deveiopsin
the pupils a sense of discipline and order-
line$s, initiative and enterprise, no less than

- the spirit of servics, mutu@l trust and -
. tolerance.

Wherever possible, the teachers in the

Ashram must live with their families, so
that their presence in the Asaram will
result in the pupis emulating their good

traits,
(Oonoluded)

Vet ELLHES
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GURUKULA'S PLACE IN FREE INDIA

By Sa1 R, M, THARUR, -

BE Gurukuola University, Kangri, stands
in sharp and vital contrast to the city
uriversities of to-day. They rise in busy
commercial centres, the baostle and hustle
of commerce, The temple of learning is
made a house of merchandise! From what
a height to what a depth has the university
fallen! Altogether shut cut from Nature,
such counterfeits and semblances of univer-
sities become artificial aad unnatural. All
education is words, words. The ministra-
tion of Nature in the development of the
man in us is completely ignored. Nature
appears as nothmg but dead matter meraly
to be analysed in the laboratory, or at best,
to be pictured throngh-books and diagrams,
like the earth and the seasons through an
atlas. The Gurokula, on the other hand,
pestles in the bosom of "Nature herself.

,Her varying moods grow familiar; her

voices, through which the supernatural
speaks to map, touch the chords of life. To
the one, "a yel)ow primrose by the river’s
brim"” is nothing but a yellow primrose.
To the other, “the little flower in the
cranpied wall, root and all, andallin all"
leads to what God and man is.

The past brings us face to face thh
the founder of the university, the great
Swami Shraddhanand Ji Maharsj. With
the keen insight of a seer, he saw that the
shuddhi movement or movement towards
purification and national regeneration did
not end in reconversion, in welcoming
waverers and wanderers back home into
higher Hindnism, The other, and perhaps,
the more important aspect, was the cultiva-
tion of purity, justice, reverence in indivi.
dual Indians. This demanded a preliminary

process of preparation, sadhana and fap-

asya, commonly called education. Such
training should start early in life, during
the seed-time of childhood and boyhood.
This aspect of the shuddhi movement which
moulds life into sovereign power through
self-kcowledge, self-reverence and self-
control, is symbolised in the Gurukula,
Thus, education as the dynamics of
shuddhi or purification formed an article of

faith with Bwami Shraddhanand Ji Maha-
raj. But "faith without work is dead.”
Even “'the way to hell is paved with good
intentions,” The great Swami, however,
was justified by bis work. He collected
thirty thousand rupees, and the sale of his
own property, inclading his home at Jullun.
dur, brought an additional sum of forty
thousand rupees. And, according -to the
grace of God, it was given to him as a wise
master-builder, to build the Guarukula on

the magnificent site donated by Munshi

Aman Singh Ji, comprising an area of two
tbousand and five handred bighas of land
at Kangri, Hardwar, He planted, he waterf
ed 3 and God gave the increase. He himsel-
remained in charge of the institution from -
its foundation up to the year 1917, In
inspiring werds, he expressed himself thus 3
“The teachings of Rishi Dayanand and the
truths of the Vedas saved me from all
temptations. But the message of Siva Davi
(referring to the pathetic message of his
dying wife to take care of thrir children
after -her death).rendered me fit for the
position of an acharya by developing in-me
the Icve of a mother. According to the
injunctions of the Vedas, an acharya has to
perform fully the duties of both father and
mother.” As the first high priest of parifica-
tion at the Gurukula, he made that ideal
real, It bas now become a dlstmgmshmg
tradition of the institution. -

The fature, it is fervently hoped, will add
to the lustre, that shines in the record of
the past and the preseant. It is bound to be
a still more brilliant one. ~With the free-
dom of free India judiciously exercised and
utilised, with the pristine purity of the ideal
of the Gurukula zealously kept untarnished, '
the unpiversity will certainly grow into
wotld-prominence and world-significance.
The glory that is the Gurukula will spread
over distant lands. It will become the
powerful source of diffusion of culture on
this planet transforming ‘civilised’ humanity
intent op manufacturing barbaric weapons -
of extermination into a cultured brother-
hood of patio pns knit together with the

Pl
.

~
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. sllken tleé of mntﬁﬁl respect and love, The

world is looking on, the world is looking up.

with wistfal eyes to the acharyas and the
brahmacharins of the Gurukula Ashram for
its deliverance from ignorance and - its
attendant ills, imparity, impiety, intolerance.

. What a tremendous responsibility rests
on the acharyas and thé brahmacharins of
the ashram! The mantle of Mahatma
Bhraddhanand has fallen on the gurus.
Theirs is it to eradicate the weeds and
cherish the herbs that sprout forth in the
haman nature they have to cultivate, Theirs
to teach the young idea to shoot in the
proper way and in the right direction.
Theirs is it to help manhocd blossom forth
by sedulous care and loving devotion,
All honour to these who, like riskis of old,
volunteer to live laborious days in content-
ed poverty to help boys develop into men,
sturdy in body, balanced and disciplined
in mind, and to educate them for true
citizenship of the world. “For heroism that
will not speak, but only act, ‘there is no
account kept." ’ ‘
Mahatma Shraddhanand built high hopes
on "the brahmacharins of the Gurnkula
They will not, they cannot, betray the
" sacred trust reposed in them,
. *O children, there is nothing npon earth
More miserable than she that has & son
_ And sees him err,” , _
The discipline the students go through
at the ashram will not suffer them to
be flippant, self-centred, self-worshipping,
vain-glorious. “What cackling and strutting
must we not often hear and see, when in
some shape of academical prolusion, maiden
~ speech, review.article, this or the other
well-fledged goose has produced its goose-egg
of quite measarable value, were it the
pink of its whole kind; and wonders why
all mortals do not wonder””. Nor will their
education permit them to bury themselves
in secluded caverns on hill-tops, oblivious of
the struggling, suffering mass of humanbity
down below. “S8ad to look upon; in the
highest stage of civilisation, nine-tenths of -
mankind have«to struggle in the lowest
battle of savage or even animal man, the
~ battle against famine. Countries are righ, -

- .

prosperous, in all manner of Inoreass,
beyond example ; but the men of those
countries are poor, needier than ever of gl
sustenance, outward and inward, of belief,
of knowledge, of money, of food.,” Lt
groups upon groups of young men go out
of the Gurukula into the world amidst the
throng and thoroughfare of life to illumine
the dark corners of the world, to relieve
the pangs of hunger, to soothe the moans of
sickness, to bring joy and peace to hearts

in sorrow and distress, Thus will they be.

true to themselves, Thus will they keep

the honour of the Gurakula bright and .

unsnilied. In this voyage of lifs, “winds
shift, tides ebb and flow, the boat swings,
Only let the anchor hold.” ’

The country has accepted the funda-
mental principles governing the Gurukula
system. It would not be wrong to say

that the whole conception of education in -

the country has changed daring the last

fifty years and there is now more and more =

recogaition of the sounduess of the system
of education in vogue in the Gurukula. The
reports of the committees and the commis.
sions appointed by Government to suggest
& suitable system of education for India
bear awple evidence of this fact. The last
such commission was presided over by
Dr. Radhakrishnan. The report of this
Commission running into 784 pages leads
up to the conclusion that the system of

“education in & free India maust be based on

the principles governing the Gurukuls
system. I consider it a great thing for the
Gurokpla that the syStem which it re-

presented has stood the best of time during

the last 50 years. _

What is the future of this system of
education? Our couatry is free and the
people have also accepted the ideals for the
attainment of which the Gurukula was

establishod. Will the Gurukaula continue to .

play its useful role by showing them the
right path or will it die at the altar of
opportunism ? T

It ismy firm conviction that the Gurue
kula must maintain its entity even in a free
India, That will do good to the cause of
education in India, L

. The pressing pre-occupation of the elders

-

1]

INIVES , CON DIA:
REFORM IN-CONTEM PORARY IN ;
g:lSI;:gRR.SR};;NATHAm M.A.D. Lirr, L. T, F. L. A;, University of Delhz.- .
o (Continued from page 1 86).

gmaller halls of résidenoe. the m_edium of
a Students' Union should ba established aad

i - fully used. Great care must bs exercised
quate. Bartly e e e e o to gee that its platform is not snatched

1ty tradition, the medium of the ] ro sne

g?:ytge?;:g;ghe; only a small fraction of ;\:vady -ntl;'y Ut;l}gs;deShggll:ltlcg; :Eiﬁ%‘f:geﬁg
i is needs correo- ude nc :
:a%sgd:?eg?&l;la;;%? an,gha:shzalthy team. take up not merei:yt va%ue lt)ghtll)?('}lofll::]ett;::
iri i 1filment of for discussions but also

oo V?rehess'en;imidiler t:::%iaflu and funda- channel for the ciroulation of the lafest ,
e tar-value pn vses oé the university. ideas in the different disciplines, It should
mental-valuo purpo also organise extra-mural work among the

26 Haurs OF RESIDENOE masses of the neighbourhood so that their
The quiet and helpfal atmosphere which social impulses may be nurtared,

prevailed in families even as late as half a
century ago, is now fast disappearing, The
disintegration of the joint family denies the
opportunity of learning to live together.

‘ . i A o -fields
The proportion of the extent of play:
to stt?dent population is now -far too inade-

, 3 F UNOTIONING
The functioning of a university may be
examined in the relation of the teachers to
the students at the under-graduate levsl

i i i to those .who are being trained in
e oppolndmm}l,o f(ge!zhgl;scoot:&::.ﬂ u?lr‘lgg :;iaroh methods. It will also be conditioned.
s bet"7 ?utg is oreat. Small halls Dby the interest developed by the university
R e stugents' can live in in the humanities and the physical and the
?f i e t}:veersut;stitutes indicated. If social sciences. I.n.thxs_conneopon. speciali-
ltftlllma;%%genot degenerate into hotels, the sation of universities in particular sectors
p:o:oizts and wardens should not degenerate ol knowledge shouid also be examined.

into officials behind closed doors. There 3] UNDERGRADUATE WORK -
should ~bo resgdent-tutofr:r i‘:fﬁl(:;n:ve:; As it has been already shown in section
n.uml.)er " proIv ide otu% remembered that 19, teaching is one of the essential funations -
t;:ty mmateeso.f tilzn ul:a.llsB of residence is to of the university. As stated in Section III,
‘r?)vpig:pofsor the intangible but essential helping the z;dol;sc;ent bf;}[’lst:;ﬂd él;l; lm ;gg.
?mpact of a mature and radiant personality fﬂ?‘?&tl?n ; .a;t; tfo;nlife i’s Pt
with the growing and hungoring persoxi)ahty :1{1)::;1:‘1 apu(::pgsres of aniversitias - a3 social
of tho student, %rogp dl;:; Silso n,i;:dei:ftgi institutions. The formatioa of the mental
and fox:ums Sbgul 3 ¢ fluence on the character—the cultivat.lon of the iatellect,
producing A ba ap Ee ldm be a sufficient the sublimation of emotions and the ralease
smd?)!:strs'd gﬁﬁfsreof sr:;dence to accommo- Of creative ability—is best dom; by bteao"h"l])g
32:2 all the students who do not reside with S‘?‘?‘"f‘t t?ein fm;iw;g;f:l :fq g;‘; 8 a‘g))l;) i eg
their parents. _Admission to the university sgl;;;g::s.m ’I‘no gp O topiad
il iineate u;ucl;;oaili)te cz:;[;a?tt;}; teaching or the training, as the case may
of the {mlls o tp the capactty be, shonld be to a large extent of the
Iaboratorles. . __individualistic type. It may be necsssary
27 SruprnTs’ UNION ", ‘to imtiate the work for .the year by &
To develop the larger social interests of powerful and well oriented hshlorc Icourse 8:
the students and to provide opportanities lectures to the classes a Wdo?f : ; may ba
for self-expression and self-government on equally necessary to roun bo ie c??fn ‘
a larger scale than the one prcvided by the at the end of a term Ol‘t year by an nsp og

Lvi—-§-2 . '
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and suggestive short course of lectures as a
sum up The interval between thess two
courses may have to bs punctaated oeca.
sionally by a few re-inforsing lectures. But
most of the work shoald be done by the
students themselves either individually or
collectively in small groups. This does not
mean that there is no relation between the
teacher and the taught except dnring the

course of Jeotures. The truth is that their

relation is not as intimate and personal
during the lecture courses as in the dmly
tutorial contact. It is true that'the main-
tensnce of this intellectual contact in the
measure of the “mdlvlduatmg particolari-
ties” of each student is an arduous task for

" the teacher, But it is at the same time a

mos$ pleasurable one. It is further the

~most productive in the eduecation of the

undergraduate as well as the reciprooal
further education of the teacher,

84 Mass-LECTURING,
The impersonal mass-lecturmg which is

" all that obtains at present in our univer.

gities and colleges is only a ritmal without

any efficacy. Its eﬁSclency cannot be said.

to be even 107. It is doubtful whether
even 10 out of 100 students go unscathed

by the boredom of most of their lecture-

classes, Moreover the leocture system is g

sourca of dangerous delusion. It makes us

- look busy, It makes us belisve that we are

doing something useful, This is most ram-
pant in crowded classes, Disciplinary require.
ments make us often resori to dictation of
notes. It is not unusual for even the

. punctuation marks to figure in the dictation.

Shyness or fear prevents lecturers from
sounding the minds of staudents. Even
those students, whose curiosity is not easily
suppressed and who, therefore care to
interrupt the lecturer with genuine ques.
tions, are often shouted down until frustra-
tion overpowers them. No, this ritual of
lectures should be abandoned

812 TuTORIAL GUIDANCE o

;s -

. Tutorial guidance shonld be the domi-
nant form which the relation between the
teacher and the taught should take in the

attempt to form the mental character of

-

-

the students, It is the intellectual wrestling
between the teacher and the individaal
student that ean eﬁeotlvelv sharpen the
intellect of the latter, It is the all parva-
sive sincerity, single-minded purpose and
the dauntless pursuit of trath displayed by
the teacher spontaneously and without pose,
in the tutorial meetings, that help the
formation of the moral character of stndents,
Spiritual stimulation can only be possnble
at intimate personal levels, It is only in
the tatorial meetings that the incalculable

_inflaence of the persomhty of the teacher

can be transmitted. Wisdom, as against
mere knowledge, survives only through
intimate.personal contacts, It is’well.known

that a word from one who embodies lt.;

conveys something of its essence which is
absent from any formal record. Spifitual

stimulation is possible only by the living .

speech of the master, which is charged by
the vivifying influence of personality with
the necessary atmosphere, potentiality,
mode of experience and vision.

813 TRANSITION FROM LLECTURES TO
TuTORIALS

. Thers is however a danger to which the
transition from the leoture to the tutorial
relation is prone. The unpreparedness of
the teacher and often, alas, even his
emptiness incapacitates him from meeting
students in close intimacy. A teacher in

‘that predicament often drops to a lower

levek He may welcome the change-over
as an opportunity to escape the ordeal of
lecturing, But he may carry with him the
old impersonal repelling relation with the
students, which is inimical to intimate
tutorial meeting. It is therefore necessary

that the Vice Chancellor and the senior

members in a uaiversity should personally
organise this transition from lecture to
tutorial work and accustom the teachers
and the taught alike to the new set-up.
There are instances where the change was
planned on paper, announced and attempted

but dectared a failure, because such safe- -

guards were not provided at the initial
stages,

~
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82 TraINING IN RESRARCE METHODS

The relation of the university to the
senior students being trained in research
mwethods should be different from its rela-
tion to the undergraduates studying for
ordinary degrees, A much greater inti-
macy and constant association between
the professor and the research students will

" be necessary. Their relation and contact

should by-pass the clock and cut across
rigid time-tables, This relation must per-

vade all waking hours, It is here that we.

reap the fullest advantages of living to-
gether in the same campus. Individual
attention and a thorough understanding of
the aptitudes of the students will be essen.

tial. Skill in research methods is best *

transmitted by working together. The pro-
fessor should know how to share his work
with his research students, He must leave
mapy of the techniques to be transmitted
to the freshmen through the senior students.
Itisin this way that a -tradition can be
established. The differeat pieces of investiga-
tion pursued by several students should all
be interrelated between themselves and
with the. main line of investigation pursued
by the professor himself. Periodical collo-
guium meetings should form the clearing
ground for exchange of ideas and results,
I'he atmosphere of the school of research
should induce a high form of work:-chastity
in the research students, Love of truth,
loyalty to truth and courage to stand on the
side of truth at all costs should blossom out
of the single-minded pursmt of a subject in
the school of researcn. Thus not only
intellectual advance but also moral integrity
should be the result of the relation of the
universities to the students  engaged in
research. The training in researon methods

" should aim at releasing the creative ability

of the students.

821 PERMEATION OF PRRSONALITY

1f the atmosphere 1n the research rooms
and laboratories is of theright type it should
be possible to have less comtrol over re-
seaxrch students in the halls ot resideacs than
over undergraduatess In faot; the hails of
residence will see the research students in
them considerably less often than the nadec-
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graduates. The research rooms and labora-
tories will be the primary home of research
students, the halls of residence being used
only for moments of relaxation, food and
sleep. The relation between the professor
and the research student should bring about
this. Then only will it be productive of
lasting results. In fact, the permeation of
the professor’s personality on those of the
research stude-:==3hould become unmistak-
able. It isn-vuis sense that we speak of
schools of research radiating from the
personality of pamcnlar masters and getting
irradiated by it. This is a measure not only
of the intimaoy, but also of the enduring
nature which the relation between the
umversnty and the research students should
acquire.

--83 ATTITUDES TOWARDS SUBmors
831 HuMANITIES

Historically it is the humanities which
first gained favour in universities. For a
long period they were the dominaat, if not
the sole, subjects of pursuit. About thirty
years ago a change came in the Indian
universities in the extent of the studv of
the humanities, The number of students
registering themselves- for the humaaities
has been steadily decreasing. Iuosubjects
like Haglish literature, the Honouars classes
in some of the colleges is made up practi-
cally of lady students. Philosophy has besn .
virtually abandoaed in oae oriwo umver-
sities.

832 Sumuons

- This change has beea ooncurrent wlth
an increasing popalarity of the sciencas}
mathematical, physical aand .natacal, [Lais
has been due to the demaad for graduates
in science in the industries and the scisatifia
departments whion have been of late
growing in number.

883 Sootan Sonmons

Among social soiences, history appe&red .
earliest. It often carried wich it a dash of
economics. But during the lass twaaty
years, egonomics nas gained aatoacny aad
ao-ardinate statas, It looks as if 1t would
even heat history in ita popularity. Taa.



° 158

independent statns of India and the vast
economic problems which it has to face are
likely to emphasise this feature, Political
science has been slower in gaining freedom
from bistory ;in a few universities, however,
it has already gained autonomy during the
last ten years. The study of sociology is of
even more recent origin. In fact, the
_ number of Indian universities which have a
department of sociology is very small. The
.. needs of the country require that all these

fundamental subjects should be pursued to :

an equally advanced stage,

834 PROFESSIONAL SUBJECTS

Liaw appeared early among professional
subjects. But it has not yet been lifted in -
India to the level of research. It must be
helped to reach that level. Medicine and
. Engmeermg which appeared later, are still
in the same condition as law and should be
similarly lifted up. Technology is a recent
srrival, It too is still in the phase of
transmissive education. There is great
urgency in the country for its being taken
to the creative phase, The University of
Dethi is the first and only one among the
. universities of our Commonwealth to admit
Library Bcience as a gubject for the Master’s
degree and take it also to the creative phasa
by providing for a Doctorate course in the
subject.

" 335 SAME ATTITUDE °

Whether a course in a university is of
value to help the blossoming of the persona.’
iity of the teachers and the taught, whether
it purifies the tradition and guards the
culture of the nation and whether it
‘attracts men with superior intellect depends
only on the way in which it is conducted
-and on the personality of the teacher. The"
.-subjects taught do not necessarily matter in
" the achievement of these purposes. The
attitude of the university towards the
several subjects should be the same from
the point of view of the fundamentals of
university education,

'Whataver be the subject a student has to
pursue or specialise in for reasons of curri.
cular pressure or individual aptitude, it
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should bs so developed aud preseated td
him as to show its ultimate human purpose
and its immadiate points of coatact with
actual life conditions and its sigaificance for
the global development of society. Students
should be given the opportunity to observe
under guidance the living of the com nunity,
With this important provision for esseatial
social setting, a university may be obliged
by its context to adopt diffarent attitudes to
different subjects and vary them with time,

34 SPRCIALIZATION
341 UNDERGRADUATE LEVEL

The question of specialization of a univer-
sity has to be examined at two levels, At
the under-graduate level, i, 8o far as
preparation for a primary degree is concern-
ed—whether it is pass or honours—it may
not be desirable for any wuaniversity to omit
any of the subjects or evan to put a different
emphasis on different subjects, Tha course

for these degrees usually attracts a random

sample from among the fiest quartile
(measured by edaeability) of the commu-
nity. The scatter of subjective interests in
a community is, usually, as wide as the
field of knowledge itself. To help the
personality of every one along his own lines
and to provide the community with trained
men for all forms of service, it will be
necessary to make provision for all the
subjects. Moreover, the large number of
students who are likely to register them.
selves for each subject, will justify the
addption of all the subjects. ' :

342 PosT-GRADUATE LEVEL

- But it will not be so at tha post.gradaate
level, The specificity of interest gets mora
intensified at the post-graduate level, More-

over, the number of studedts is usually
much smaller at this level, The matter of

subject-interests cavers the fisld of kaow-

ledge very partially, It may not be ecoaoai. -

cal for a University to adopt all .the

‘subjects, Specialization will become an

economio necessity, The ahotce of subjeots
for specialization will have to b3 dsters
mained by sevaral factors,

(Lo be continued)

LET Us LIVE WITH AND FOR OUR CHILDREN -
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. 10. HoMES FOR THE TRAINING OF
CHILDREN.

WITH my experience with these children
of the early years at home I sura up
+-my observations in the following words.

1. This training should take cognisance
of the coordinated .and co-related training
of the senses, coordinated training of the
muscles and limbs through various phases
of activities in the natural life,

All characteristics of children in the
matter of acquiring knowiedge are brought
into play neither over domq one nor overlook-

mg another. P ‘

The materials for the training are drawn
from Nature, the home and life around and
specially improvised materials giving con-
crete shape to some well oberished truths
of life, viz,, *from one and into one”, “parts
into wholes and wholes into parts” eto.
These'materials are didactic in character.

Buildiog up the habit and the language:

of spsech are always kept in the foreground.

The activities include the following
features ; ‘

(a) Building & house, a temple, a tank,
and a well with bricks made of wood or
clay. Arranging’ furniture in a house,
picture puzzles, Assembling s car, a cart,
a temple and a tower, a merry-go-round.

(b) Making designs of houses with colour-
ed bricks, of different shapes, and free
drawmg with soft ndaterial,

(c) Playing, working and studying in a
garden in the midst of Nature's beauties
and improvised playground materials,

(d) Free play in sand, free talks, picture
reading, story ‘acting and conversation and
pursery rhymes and short exoursions to
places of life’s activities, These furnish
awple living material for observation, imita-
tion and talk, Passiog through life's activitivs

(Continued from page 141,

in the factory of life, actively participating
in them and examining them in their own

" turn, prepare . these children to get the

fulness of life’s experience, e.g,, turning a
grinding stone, blowing an oven, milking
a cow and churning ourds, using a smali
bhand spade in tilling the soil and Waterlna
the plant in the pot etc.

(e} Al aspects of home-life and- the
drama of life, as enacted in the period of
childhood, are realised in miniature, in the
second home or the home of adoption such
as a nursery, a creche etc. This is fully
equipped with the easily available materials
for building, constructive and assembling
activities, The entire setting 13 wholly
Indian in character,

In the education of the child is also
conceived the education of the man. Do
not children enact the drama of life in their
period of childhood ? The Hindu conception
of Trinity, namely, creation, protection and
destruction, could well be seen in the
children’s plays.

The nature and nurture of the sons of
soil under thée influence of the benevolent
Sun Lord in the midst of natural surronad- °
ings, luxariant vegetation in fields, farms -
and gardens, buzziog with the quiet activi-
ties of men, beasts and birds, and a society
rich in sound traditions and long heritage
(though apparently different .in certain
respects) must lead us-on to the belief that

in the happiness of one and all, lies the ~

happiness of life, The happiness of one
is interwoven with the happiness of others,
I must indicate here that all materials
relating to this aspect of child edncation
conform to the views Eet fortb-here. In
fact, I prepare the latter first and experi-
ment on childrems The nursery projecys,
the Montessori method and the kindergarten
indicate to us he -several methods of
approach to the tproblem of qhild teaining
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and education. The spirik of the methods
combined with our own method of approach
would be the right way to be adopted,

11 NouMBER WORK.,

Ideas of number are so much interwoven
with the essentials of life that sometimes
we regard this as the essence in life.” It
always carries with it an accuracy which
makes it an exact science, Number in
Nature revesals order, beauty and truth. The
leaves, the flowers, the fruits and the seeds
reveal the fruth of this statement. The
arrangement of the leaflets on either side
of the midrib, the arrangement of petals in
flowers and the seeds in fruits as.in a jewel
case, if observed, will serve as a source of
‘appreciation of God’s mysterions hand.
They also serve in realising some arith-
metical truths as exhibited in Nature. .

In the concrete teaching of number, I
have taken pains to devise and use as many
aids as possible so that the whole set counld
well be described as a laboratory eguip-
men$ for number, ' «

12. NUMBER GAMES.

I have great fascination for number
games. Take, for example, the gawe of
‘Mokshapatam’ or- ‘Ascent to Heaven,'
which is similar to the game of 'Snakes and
Liadders.’ 1tis a very nice game for the
teaching of addition. Practice-in this game
is as much & practice in addition, In the
essential ‘principles and procedure in this
game, 1 have taken pains to bring many
modifications to produce novelty; variety
and change. These are some examples;
Ladder; Game of 25 squaresj Calendar
games Clock Calendar; The Tower;
l'emple up the Hall 3 Pyramid of Lights
The Light-house 5 Into the Den j and Kound
the Sun. The same gamses are also a means
of impressing the process of subtraction, if
only we start from the top and come down
gradually. Children love to play with these
not only in the eclassroom bat very often
outside class hours, Not only do they
provide Very good enjoyment, but also

incidentally strengthen quickness in arithe

metical calculatioms 1 cannot but mention
bete that even during sleep and dreams

I have gained some strange and surprising
ideas regarding the making of these
materials and plans on children’s education.

This enabled me to cultivate the habit of

recording my thoughts then and there in a
short pocket note-book. My materials for
subtraction, multiplication and division are
the outcome of these thoughts and visions.

Similarly, the games in the manipulation

of fractions based on the indigenous game
of “Tower and ball” give much scope for

purposeful activity, Repeated practice in .

assembling the tower, hitting the tower
and reassembling the pieces, counting sepa-
rately the pieces in the tower and those off
the tower cannot but add interest tothe
process of addition and subtraction, A shady
place under a tree couldas well be converted

_into a number iaboratory with these equip-

ments. In the case of fractions, not only do I
cut circles into pieces, but also spheres into
pieces. Assembling the parts of spheres
into full shape is itself & good exercise in
the learning of fractions. In this connec-
tion, I am reminded of the very many
indigenous games that throw light on their
value in fixing up the number conception.
The game of Odd and Evén is one such
example. Some of the hopping games of

children are invaluable in bailding up

number concepts. New games are built up
by children themselves on the basis.of
these hopping games. :

18. Gaues LigaD 10 PRAOTIOAL WORK,

" Thpre are also outdoor games like mar-
bles, country ericket, ball-throw, rings,
running, kite-flying, ruoning a shop, ete.,
the practice of which in school gives
better understandiog ‘of number, quantity,
measurement, distance, space and time,

Kvery year, 1 used to take children outside’

the school to measure a distance of half a
mile with a chain and tape. - The difference
between distance and space can clearly be
realised through personal experienge in
measuring or filling in space. By planning
suitable material tor measuring space, gett-
ing children to squat on the floor in rows
ot b or ¢ in each row, drawing » boundary
and then giving chance to boys in tura to
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Wessore the mpace occupied by boys in

. each row, with a unit of space measure-

ment, such as a board of one square foo,
oannot but impress the idea of space,
measurement of space and units of measare-
-ment of space. A posteard, s square en-
velope, an oblong envelope, currency notes
of different denominations, labels on china
erackers, books, slates, wedding cards and
pictures are examplés f~~. the measurement
of small spaces with j . squares. I always
like practical work . preceding all these
lessons in arithmetic in the class-room.
Walks and excursions to various epots of
buman activity supply adequate data for
arithmetical calculation, Careful thought

~ with a visual imagery of these ideas

translated into action makes the work
smooth and pleasing and avoids waste of

time and effort. Coming down to the field

of play-way and recreation in number, I
would only allude to the examples in our
midst such as "Think of a number”, “Magic
Squares”, “Number Pyramids” ete, For
good mental training, these are invaluable

exereises.

" 14, TEACHBERs BRCOME CHILDREN,

I have always felt that teachers them-
selves should play these games in groups.

" Only then will they experience the pleasure

involved in them and realise that teaching
is both a science and an art, This also

gives room for thinking about the best way

in which these could be distributed, ased

and collected back and well .kept in the

school, Children themselves will be pleased
to render a helping hand in this respect, on
account of their sustained interest in these
games. -

"I am always inclined to go -abont
and collect information from shop-keepers
for the prices of articles and other arith-

" metical data. We are able to read from

this table the prices varying frcm time to
time and learn much regarding the realities
of daily living. It is the use of this actual
data that will make teaching realistic.
Careful records in the measurements of
childrens’ height and weight, and of the
dimensions of the ¢lassroom, school, garden,

tank, temple, farm and field provide ample
scope for learning through practical work,
The data provides facilities for further
thought and arithmetical manipnlations and
calculations, I also rely on the newspaper
data regarding the times of sunrise and
sunset, daily temperature, annual rainfall
in places far and near, prices of commodi=
ties and of silver and gold. Liearning of
true arithmetical information is a part of

-arithmetical teaching by way of quick

mental trainiog or caloulation.

15. INDIVIDUAL WORK.

I can now look back and recollect the
enormous labour, time and thought spent
in taking carbon gopies of exercises for
individual work, To take 30 to 40 copies
each day and to prepare about 15 to 20
sets of this type is no easy joke, . Bat the
inner drive and desire to give a complete
set of exercises of such a nature, year after
year by means of mechanical duplication,
resuited at last in the publication of these
exercises in print. Later on, they appeared
in the form of a text book too. I am cons-
cious of the fact that much remains to be
done in that direction. A study of the

-various situations in life calling forth the

use of arithmaetical calculation greatly helped
me in Writiqg these books. :

In those days, after distributing the
exercise sheats, I would sit with a watch
and caleulate the time taken by each child
in working out the exercises, The time did
vary from one to the other. Some children .
took 3 minutes and some 5 times the time
taken by the first boy., Only then are we
able to perceive the real difficulties of the
children in calculation and speed. Oceasional
correspondence with foreign authors, firms
of educational goods and publishers too led.
me to believe in the correciness of my

‘procedure in the several lines of activity.

16. - SEEKING TRUE FaoTs IN NATURE.

Once again I repeat that by a Providen-
tial act my life was cast among children,
Otherwise, I wonld not have had occasion
to- learn these facts in Nature, I would
always stick $o some truth as revealed in

.
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Nature through plant life or animal life or
life of children. One good example I follow-
ed in Nature-study is to acquaint myself
with the facts and secrets in Nature, Books
and treatises describe facts through pictures,
Open Nature herself stands before us, What
is the need for these treatises ? It is the
research for true facts that the cultivation

and growmg of trees and plants in gardens
stimulates in teachers and children. It is
only my touch with children that made me
grow and understand crops like groundnut,
cotton, potato, Indian corn, ragi, dhall,
black gram, green gram, etc. The growing
and constant observation of vegetables and
flowers teach us further truths of life in
Nature-and the long walks with and with-
ont children further thé interest in Nature.

_ Just to watch the circle of creation is

itself a revelation of the mysteries of crea-
tion. - Constant observation enabled me to
improvise & Nature calendar for a month
and a year. Anything withont these methods,
I believe, will only be in keeping with the
* proverb “blind leading the blind,” These
activities at sometimes or other do take the
children to the topmost height of wisdom.
A questionnaire to children regarding the
observation of their surroundings and
éveryday occurrences brought to light in
. what respect they have to be guided and
directed, Apart from lessons in Nature-
study, lessons in postry, language, number,
geography, dmwmg ste., do requlre the use
of natural specimens, This is another
_experience of my life, Y

17, BRING OUT THE LATENT TALENTS
' IN CHILDREN,

A teacher’s absence for a month in my
class enabled me to start a smail children’s
" club with a manuscript magazine, some out.
door and indoor games, a small library, etc,
The long holidays and the consequent evil
of losing touch with books roused in me
the idea of a reading room for the holidays,
Monthly hobby competitions by way of
making date boxes, bird cages, merry-go-
rounds, wedding cards in good bandwriting
etc., lead me to the conclusidn that children
bave latent energy and enough talents. But

“ ,

generally they lack opportunlties and:

encouragement. Their enthusiasm grew in

leaps and bounds as they began to collect .

old riddles and coin new ones, listen to
reading of ballads, keep water pots and
bestow careful watch of their. stocks of
play-roaterials. This again leads to the
details of self-management worked out by
the children themselves. These activities
enable the children ‘to- reap a richer and

fuller life at school, Planning of short talks -

to Children’s Assembly, and fairly long ones
too, but within the limits of children's
patience, do stimulate children’s interest in
life at school, and arcund it. What is
required isonly a right and safe guidance
on the part of the teachers in charge or
those interested in such children’s move-
ments 3 and these activities should form

‘part of the activities of the entlre school

Ilfe of children.

18. Pr.aNNiNGg VisvanL EpuoaTioN AIDS.

No doubt learning from direct observa~
tion is stropg in me, But at the same time
the collection of pictures is still holding its
upper hand in me.- I cannof see my way
of discarding any picture. I do sometimes
try to get pictures even from out-of-the-way
sources, if these could .add to the value of
my collection, The most attractive form of
depicting a continuous collection of pictures
is to me the improvised children’s cinema
method. In this I repeat the adaptation of
the children’s method of making a date-box

. or a calendar from a match box. I can

now count 17 such boxes, 6 of which are
exclusively reserved for the display -of
pictures relating to Mahatmaji, the apostle
of truth and 'non-violence. The other
themes are pilgrimages to Benares, Tirupati
and Rameswaram; railway journeys to

. Bangalore and Mysore, Trivandrum, Mettur,
Ootacamund and West Coast; an Indian .

village life ; the city of Madras, the story of
the Ramayana ; the life of Buddha, and the
story of cloth, The life of Sivaji, the story
of Padmini and Christ’s life are kept in other
forms, such as revolving stand and folding
files. I can claim to- bave made at least 50
pictare books on Geography, History,
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Nature's wonders and other allied topios. The
pioture.book requires proper classification,

. labelling and careful preservation and use.

One attractive method of display of pictures
is the gallery method as is adopted in the
South Indian homes during Dasara. Scenes
in foreign lands are thus displayed to great
advantage. The other modes of display are
the following : Revolving Stands, Folders,
Picture Albums, OCurrent-events Charts,
Nature Charts etc. Some of the charts deal
with subjects such as pietoria] illustration
for pieces of poetry. ma]or prolects pxctonal-
ly illustrated, vitamins and homogeneity in
Indian village life. Others are about the
educatien of children, *From one and into
one,” modes of transport, “the story of the
Cauveri, feasts and festivals, village crafts
and games etc. Hach set will probably be
suitable for giving a talk to children or
adults as the case may be for a sufficient
time, At the same time none of these sets
could claim to be complete or perfect.

19, CmLDaEN’s LiBrARY.

~ Very early in my. life, as a teacher, I
realised the value of readimg story books
by children in their leisure time. I do
remember the day when children of my
class sabscribed two annas each and collect-
ed Re. 1-6-0 for the purchase of a dozen
story books., That collection forms the

‘nacleus of the Children’s Library in my
‘school, This again led me to have my

own set of manuseript books which also

‘sventually saw the light of print in journals .

and magazines, I do preserve with great”
difficulty a partial collection -of the same-
Now I realise the value, of collecting
childfen’s stories in very many vernacular
magazines and binding them in the form of
books, I look back with pleasure when
children at an exhibition drowned them-
selves in looking into and reading these
manuseript story books spread out in a
corner. In the case of these manuscript
books my picture collection was an invalu.
able help, - Very many children themselves
helped me and encouraged me in bringing
out my weekly magazine for children 17 or
18 years ago. ‘I had my own plan for those
news papers. Many weeklies will be in the
making at the same time, bnt will ses the
finish' and the light on the appointed
Friday evening. I.can also recount some
years in my life, when children would take
some of these picture books, magazines and
story books in the afternoon recess fime
and read quietly squatting on the verandah.

The pictare collection of children in turn
provides scope for their own activity in
stitching notebooks and preparing manus-
cript books with a suitable title. These
take the shape of self-made books. KEx-

- perience shows that they are also useful

for compiling their own illustrated manus-

- cript magazine like the “Pongal Malar' or

“Sankaranthi Number” of the children’s
magazine. & A

(To be continued),

b EDITORIAL

ON August 18, Mr 8. Govindarajulu Naida,
Principal of the Law College, deliver-

-ed the Convocation address

The Madras of the Madras University at
Convocation ' the Senate House, It was
Address ~ refrashingly and provoking-
“ly unousual, Mr, Govianda-

mulu Naidu reminded the new graduates
of their social obligations by giving a brief
smivey of social evolation- add the part

- kVI—-8— 3

L

played by morality, religion and law in the
process. He disclaimed any desire to enter
into any controversial discuision, but his
survey of the social history of man covers
throughout highly speculative and dsbata-
ble ground, Bociologists, let -us admit, are
merely guessing ian their acoouants of what
took place a huadred thousand years ago or
what motives inspired men in those times,
Let us take Mr, Naidu's instagce of the

/

4
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prohlbxhon against knlling members of one’s
own clan. He thinks that this had nothing
to do with kindnesz or respect for life, Bat
even animals ‘show affection and kindness,
-And it has been frequently pointed out that
man is the only animal that has shown no
- hesitation in destroying members of his
own specics, We do not know what they
.called it in these days. That is no reason
to suppcse that kindness did mnot exist or
that it was an entirely new acqmrement to
the human make-up.

Mr., Naidu makes a sharp éistinotion

.. between religion and morality. He tends

- to think of religion as “collections of injunc-
tions and modes of behaviour,” This view
=: ignores the essential” basis of religion in
personal experience, We - may set beside
Mr. Naidu’s view Kant's definition of reli-
gion as the representation to ourselves of
the moral law as the will of God. In the
face of such a definition, there would be no
room for any opposition between religion
and morality that Mr, Naidu envisages, If
there is a conflict, it must be either bet-
ween bad religion and good, or between an
inferior morality, sponsored by an inferior
‘religion, and & higher morality, unplymg a
basis in a higher religion.

The distinction that he made between law
‘on the one hand and morality and religion
"on the other is less open to objection. “The

law,” be said, s intended to restrain the
most serious types of aggressions, It has
disclaimed the ability to make men moral.
Bat a coltured man is expected to regulate
his conduct by many more things than the
- mere prohibitions of the law.” Hs goes onto
‘say that we have no reason specially to esteem
. & man merely because he has never offend-
ed the law. If we leave aside the case of
*‘the very few who are bent on exploiting
the law to their own selfish advantage, we
have here in essence thé question -of the
value of cooformity. If a few saints and
reformers have been numbered among the
law-breakers, let us remember that the
- large majority of law-breakers are anti-
sccial criminals. There is less than. fairness
in denying, to the law-abiding. credit for a
\

K
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healthy soeml fesling. They nesd not get
titles as in Bwift's Lilliput ; but at least they
need not be viewed with contempt

~ Another problem that Mr. Naidu glanced

at is the lack of cultural uaiformity in the
world, in spite of wide aceeptance of certain
fundamental moral principles, He suggested
by way of explanation that moral principles

- could act only as reforming influences, that

they had to contead against the nataral
tendency to adhere to established customs

.and that it was difficult to enforce unifor- -

mity over large social groups. In addition
to these, we may point out, there is another
factor of great importance, In the realm
of values, we can have no finality or unifor-
mity. There are values and values: and
such a thing is known as one moral princi
-ple opposing another, In social life, onr
conflicts and preferences get. settled empiri-
cally., And thus we have the different
cultures, stressing different values to some

extent. It may not be possible, nor even -

desirable, to have a single culture enforced
thronghout the world.

* Mr. Naidu frequently stressed the ideal of
‘equality, It would have been good to have
had from him some discussion abouf the

. contents and implications of this ideal, He

sees the difference between profession and
practice here as in other matters. “Demo-

oracy, which in theory makes all men equal,

might in reality leave-the individuals help-
lessly ,unequal, The process therefors
continfies: we mast seek economic eqaality,
equality of opportuanity for education, for
employment and for many other things
which we may see - when our eyes are
opened.” _—

He made the usual conventxonal referen-
ces to our-society being in & state of unrest

and transition. “All our oustoms hare-

received a violent shock—good ones as well
‘2§ bad ones; Some of..them-tlearly do ok
deservg to survive,” ‘We mdust have the

courage to conserve the -good and destroy-
the bad, and be sincere about it. We have

$o be equally firm on the constructive sda
of btmgmg into existence Dew patteras of
-culture,” - N [

Al [
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0! more value was his advice to ths
graduates not to think lowly of themselves
because of the violent deuunciation of
University education so common nowadays.
“Y¢ will be a disaster of the first magnitude

_if leadership in establishing the new order

passes from the hands of men of education.
Both with regard to fixing the objectsand
the means employed, you should assume
your rightful place. You ought to be able
to avoid the pitfalls of fanaticism and the
madness of the mob.” i

The address, bemg socxologlcal and read-
ing close to metaphysics, might have seemed
strange and puzzling to many graduates,
But it has made clear ths wvalue of the
philosophical sapproach to the study of
current problems. And we trust that it
may make its own contribution to lift the

cloud which lies heavily over philosophical ,

studies in our province to-day.

-

In the first issue of the Indian Journal of
Educational Research whose advent: we
: welcome with very great
Educational pleasure, Mr. J, P, Naick
Research in  makes a painstaking survey
Indian - of the educational research
_Universities. ~carried outin Indian univer.
sities. He draws attention
to the very meagre facilities now available
for this important work. In the first place,
five universities do not have a faculty of
education or frankly refuse to provide any
facilities for educational research, And there
are only 32 training colleges throughout
India functioning at the university level,
Of these a little .less than halt"do not have
any place for research. Among the three
universities in this state, we note that the
Andhra University has one training college
at Rajahmundry, run by the government
and providing some scope for research. The
Madras University has five training colleges
affiliated, but only one has facilities for
research. The Annamalai Umvetsxty has®
no faculty of education,

Mr, Naik pleads for vigoroas and plinaed
action to remedy this state of affiirs. Hoe
makes four practical suggestions for this.
First, avery state should establish at least
one training institution eguipped with full
facilities for educational research, Secondly,
adequate arrangements must be' made to
publish the results of educational research.
The Journal offors an excellent mediam for

“this, but there should be a coordinated plan

for bringing everything that is being done

in the field to the mnotice of interested

students and workers. Thirdly, the work

that is done requires coordination. Fourthly,"
there must be all-India plansing. by an

organisation set up by the Government of

India or by an association cf all training
‘colleges in India. -

These suggestions deserve the attention of
education ministries throughout the country,

i

The April issue of Fundamental Educa-
tion contains an interesting account of

- ‘Radio in the service of

Courses by  Fundamenta! Education’ by
Radio. Dr. .F. Tude de Sounza,—-

" Director of the Educational
Broadcasting Service of the Brazilian
Ministry® of Education and Health, It
describes the efforts of the Brazilian
M inistry of Education to use the radio as a
means of education. The Ministry has an

. Educational Broadoasting Service trans-

mitted from two stations. Among the many
interesting experiments made was the
runoing of various educational- courses by
radio. “A convincing example of the use
of radio in adult education,” writes Dr,
de Bouza,” can be seen in the success of the
courses givem by our stations, Not less
than 4000 Brazilians are regularly enrolled
snd do all the exercises at home, following
the progtammes and sending in their work
to the correction service. Experience has
shown that the best method for courses at
the intermediate level, which are those

most in demand, is that of a simulated
classroom consisting of the teacher and two
or three pupilse The dialogue, anticipation
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of the pupil's reply, the mistakes that are -

then corrected by the teacher, all prodnce
s more practical and usefal effect than the
‘straight talk’ or conventional classroom

methods. When we try to teach children mend to the attention of the All India
by radio, we always use the dramatised Radio,

form, It is only ata higher level that the
methods of lectures or readings have any
possibility of success.”

Here is an experiment which we com.

i

BOOK REVIEWS

THE INDIAN JOURNAL OF EDUOCATIONAU
REsearcH. Published by the Indlan
Institute of Education, 11, Elphinstone
Circle, Fort, Bombay. Annual subscrip-

_ tion, Rs. 6.

We have great pleasure in welcoming
the Indian Journal of Educational Reseatrch
to the ranks of Indian journalism, It fal-
fills a much felt want, Researches on educa-
tion in India have been suffering from lack
of coordination, organisation and publlclty.
The new Journal will offer a convement
“forum for all research students,

The Journal has a strong educationa!
board presided over by Mr. K. G. Saiyidain,
the cnergetic Educational Adviser to the
Government of Bombay. The other mem-

bers include important authorities on educa.

tion from practically all the provinces of
India,

The first issue includes among its articles
a survey of educational research in Indian
Universities by J, P, Naik, a list of educa-
tional problems under investigation in
Indian universities by Madhuri R. Shah, an
exposition of Buddhist educational ideals
by Mr, Gokhale, and accounts of investiga-
tions about lapse into illiteracy, standardisa-
tion of .physical efficiency tests and the
intellectual and emotional life of children
between the ages of seven and ten,

~

We wish the Journal a Iong career of
service to the nation,

-

HisTORY OF TRIPLICANE AND THE TEMPLE -
OF SR PARTASARATEY SwaMI by Rao

Bahadur . V. Ranganatham  Chetty.

~ Published by the Giri Press, Pycrofts
" Road, Triplicane, Madras. Pages 90 plus
iv, Price Rs. 1-8,

The temple of Sri Parthasarathy claims
considerable antiquity. Three of the Azhvars
have sung about it, one of them being
among the first three. The temple has
even now a Pallava inscription dating back
to the 8th century, Tradition reports that
8ri Ramanuja’s parents worshipped at this
shrine and that in consequence of it their
famous son was born, ‘

Sri Ranganatham Ohettiar who has
beers a trustee of the temple from 1919,
has gathered into this small book much
valuable material about the temple, its
shrines and its history, Muéh more work
however has to be done by the historian
before we can have a complete account of
the history of the temple from its founda.
tion to the present day, We trust $hat
others will follow up the work of Bri
Rauganatham Chettiar and fill up the gaps,

The value of the work is enhanced by an
account of- the festivals in the temple, as
they are observed today, and by a dozen

illustrations of the tewple and its sh;mes

and images,

1 Book B REVIEWS I

MaoMmran’s New ELEMENTARY MATHE-
MmaTios, For Form I, In Tamil. Pages
209, Re. 1-10. For Form II. In Tamil

Ltd.

These books have been prepared in
accordance with the syllabus published
%y the Government of Madras in March
1949. The technical terms used are those
“~~ved by the Goverrdment.. In many
eXv. .ses, problems for mental arithmetic
bave been included. In devising problems

care has been taken to make them relevant -
Revision -

to everyday life and experience,
exercises have been generously provided,
The books will undoubtedly prove popular
with students and teachers of mathematxcs
m our schools.

: ¢

Houxz CraFr, Book I, Tamil By Miss
Emily Martyn, B.A,, M.Ed. Pages 172,
Price Rs. 1-6, Book III, Tamil, By the
same author, Pages 234, Price Rs. 1.12,
Macmillan & Go-. Litd,

These volumes are intended for the study
of Home Craft by girls in our schools in
Forms I and II. They are framed in
accordance with the reorganised scheme of
education, Only the technical terms approv=
ed by the Government are used.

The books cover the entire course lucidly
and comprehensively. As the note to the

teachers points out, however, somse special

tacilities are needed for the study of this
most practical of * all subjects, The co-
operation of parents also is required, and a
special appeal is made to them' for this
purpose. Until our girls began to go to
ichools, they were learning plenty of homae

Pages 267. Price 1.12, Ma.cmlllan & Coa.

craft at home. Then came a period when
educated girls came to know everything
except the making and running of homes,
The position is sought to be remedied by
introducing courses of this kind, There may
be differences in matters of detail about such
a course, but on its need there will be
general agreement.,

Here and there the Tamil in the book
seems to be too much under the influence
of English idiom snd construction. This
perhaps is inevitable in pioneering works of
this kind. ’

The value of the book is enhanced by
numerous illustrations, The device of an
imaginary Arogya Vidyalaya, whose perfect

- achievements in the. siudy of home craft

are frequentl"y recorded to incite emulation

* in students, is happy.

The books are cordially recommended to
teachers and s@udents

A-DVENTUREB oF Kinag ViKraMa by Mrs,
Hansa Mehta. Illustrated by Y.K. Shukla.
Oxford University Press. Pp. 138, '

Vikramaditya of Ujjain is one of the
greatest names in Indian history. Scholars
and historians are wrangling about his age
and achievements, but poetry and romance
have made him their own. No name i3
better known in folklore or story, poetry
and romance. Mrs, Mehta has given some
stories from the Simhasana Duitrimsati,
Many versions of this are koown, and we
find in Mrs. Mehta's book notable varia-
tions from the stories as they are current
in south India. ..

" The book is beautifully illustrated and
well got upp We commend it for noa-
detailed study in our high school classes:

s ‘ -
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“TOM MUNRO SAHEB";

Governar of Madras. A Porirait, with a Seleation of his Littars,
By Prof. P. R. KRISHNASWAMI, M. A.,
Foreword by Sir Archibald Nye
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’ OPINIONS

Sri C. RATAGOPALACI, ARI, ex-Governor-Gansral of India, writes :
“I am going through your very interesting baok on Munro: . . =

You have done well in producing this book" _ -
Your excellent aceount of him—Professor G. M. TREVELY AN, Cambridge

- Your work is an
- K. M. PANIKKAR

important contribution to

Indlan H1story—SARDAR

h

Speaial literary interest attaghes to Mr-Knshnas wamy's baok as ha puts forward
the theory that Thackeray modelled his polonel Newcome in Newcomss on Muarg

—The Mail, ‘Madras.
Apply for coples to:
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