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SCIENTIFIC TREATMENT. OF DELINQUENCY IN

e~

% CHILDREN - .

St..Thomas Mount, -

L]

l HAD. occasion ‘recently to peruse thd

asnpual report of the Institute for the
Scientific Treatment of Delinquency of
Dr. Deonis Carroll, The clinic; on the
recommendation of the Council of the
Iostitute, had affiliated itself to the National
Health Bervice of Great Britain; though
the ‘Institute ‘continued - to.be a private
soclety pursuing its other activities. The
institate bad initiated several important
researches and experiments during tbe year,
Ipto the ever fascinating subject of child
welfare, and amoogst the novel develop-

ments Dr. Carroll described one which had

attracted a good deal of attention—nawmely,
play therapy as a method of dealing with
‘highly - aggressive children, between. the
sges of 8 and 11,
in ordinary life were dangerous aad all
were agressive enough to be cofisideyed
generally unmanageable. They were asked

‘to play in & room, specially designed and

_ipjury.

having . play materials that can cause no
_Tney were permitted to be as
sggrossive as they liked ; it really took two
adult play-therapists to control four aggrese
sive children, piaced under this treattnent,
They also received in addition individual

" attention, After three months, they became

spontaoeocusly—without coercion, or exter-
nal pressure——construcuve instead of
destructive. They were thenceforth trans-

 kVI-T1-1

Some of these children .

ferred to another block of buildings where
they-could be gonstructive to theirr hearts’

content. This new techniqus is reported to’

"be in the still experimental stage, in the

sense that its limits were not yet ascsréala- -

ed ; it was however sufficiently w:ll estab-

lished to mike the experimeat well worth -

trying.

In his report, Dr. Carroll rightly emphae
sised the need for referring tne children
before they had a history of some years of

delinquency. When referred late, it bscame ’

necessary not oanly to overcome the origiaal ', -
cause, but to. drive out an extremely bad .-

habit. As we all know, it is easy to get &
child learn a new good habit, but extEomely
difficult to make him unleara a bad haoit
evea of a lew years’ ducation,

The Earl of Feversham who also address- .

-

ed the meeting, consudered that tne stage™

bad bsen now reached wnen tha conscien-
tious citizen was aware of the ‘excellent
work bewug done at the Iastitate. “Paople”
he said, “were at last beginaing to ask why
some cuildren were naughty at all, and onceé
the beginniog of an answar-to that question
was made, the . problem of juveaile dela-
guency begaa to be solved.” )

I bslieve the Esrl of Féversham u;,ust
ha ve had at the back of "his miad whed ke

-~
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.s0id this, the -same firm conviotion that
I have always had, viz. that elementary and
Kindergsrten 8chools have failed in their
duties to study, assess and correot the way-
ward and naughty habits ofTthe children

under their care, to the egtent that by -

-~

v

devoting individual attention to each child
and his proclivities the existence of any
gecretive tendencies and naughty superci=
lious hehaviour in a few may be promptly
detected and effectively remedied in good
tlmec

'SCOUTING AND SOCIAL SERVICE

. By Dr. K\ N, Kiny, M A,, (Hoxs,) A, M., Pa.D., Dip.15-EpN. (Columbia Unnerszty)

Director of Education, Jodhpur, . ‘ -

MAN is a éregarious being and henge
lives in Society, Fromnearly the
first month of the life of the _ohild, he i3

uneasy, if left alons, He gets satisfaction, -

if he is brought into physical contact with
another person, not necessarily the mother.
The-close presence of andther person is
adequate to give him satisfaction. Though,
as the child grows, he exhibits a tendency
to wander away from others, still he wishes
to hva w;th others and does not like to be
alone™ull “the time. He is ready to do
service to others, however small, and he
also- desires to get service from- others.
This great urge in the child to do a good
~ turn to others should be fostered from his
very early age, so that that urge is
strengthened for the good of society,
Society will be strong and beneficial to its
members to the extent that each member
. shows solicitude for the welfare of the

other members and society shows solicitude
for the welfare of the individual constitut.
ing it, Scouting is pre-eminently an organiza-
~ tion for fostering this amtnde of servwe in
human beings.

Service is the motto of scouts. Scouts can
do social service in & number of ways, some
small and some big, In our couatry, in
towns as well as villages, people make their .
surroundings dirty, - Qur streets are often
used as latrines and urinals, On account of
the ignorance of the rules of sanitation and
. bhygiene and also from g lack of a sense of
* decorum, the people have cultivated this
evil habit. Whenever the ignorant people
commit this nuisance, the scouts should
advxse them not to do so,-

-

L

People can bs zeen standing in the middle
of the road, sometimes with cyoles in hand,
and talking among themselves, mach to the
detriment of traffic. Scouts can courteously
ask such people to walk on the fogt-paths
and carry on their conversation as they
‘move on and not to block the road.

Spitting everywhere, that is, on the
roads and footpaths, on the railway plat-
forms, in cinemas, in* the carriages of the
trains, nay, wherever they stay, is a common
affair in our country. This habit should be
stopped, as has been done in the progressive
countries of the West by constant education
of the people. In various other ways, too,
scouts can bring about a bstter eaviron.
ment.

Adult education offars a vast field for

“social service in our country, where only

five to fifteen per ceat of the people can
read and write, .Scouts could orgaaise
adfilf education classes in the evenings or
at nights and help in  the removal of iili-
teracy, They can read nawspapers to the
illlterate and keep: them informed of the

events going on in the world and aiso ]

stimulate a desire in them to acquire
literacy, A number of scouts have been

already taking part in the Adult Efucation =~

Movement. More scouts should interest
themselves in this most 1mport;ant national
service.

" Eural uplift work is another big field
for sexvice, Some scoat troops have been
of late holding their camps in villages.
They clean streets, construct soak-pits, give

medicines for minor ailmeats, plant trees,

- 3
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teach illiterates to write their names, read
the Mahabharata and the Ramayana and
journals to the rural folk and in various
other ways stimulate the interest of the
latter in- education, hygiene and industrial
and agricultural advaucement., The villages
have been appreciating all this work on the
part of the scouts and have been asking
them to hold eamps in their villages more
often. I wish that every scout troop would

‘undertake rural uplift as an important

item in its programme and do this national
service for the betterment of our mother-
land,

1 N ’ B - .

Scouts do not care for caste or creed.
They live like brothers and sit like brothers,
to whatever caste or religion they may

- belong. They have no communalism,

Scouts . should visit the quarters of the
Han]ans and see how' they caa help them
in removing their disabilities. The rovers
specially should give prominence to this
aspect of servnce .

L

Many of our women are under the purdha.
This is a great disability which hampers the
all-round growth of one half of our popula-
tion, Scouts and rovers could taik specially .

‘to the older women and cxplain to them the

disadvantages of the purdha and thus help
in its remcval, They would also explain to
the women the advantages of educating
girls and fostering learning among women.

‘Volunteer organisations to offer help to
the needy people during melas and jatras
are a great need. Some scout troops have
been offering their services on these occa~
gions and the public have been appreciating
their services. This activity of the sccuts -
should be extended and scout troops should:
consider it as their duty to be of service on
these occasions by tarns. '

We are an independent nation now 3 and
on the solidarity of our nation lies our
safety. This solidarity can be brought about
by making the lives of its members cheer-
ful and happy by social service rendered by
its component members to one another:

~

<

" EDUCATION OF THE ABORIGINES®

- THE aboriginals or the tribal pecple in
India, like the Harijans, are a class of:

" people- who have been wronged by the
_ more advanced sections for the past several
hundreds of years. 'hey are distributed.

all over India, nnmbsring in all about two
and a balf crores, according to 1941 census:

Bihar ' veo 90 lakhs,
Central Provinces ... 29 do. -
 Assam we 25 do,’
. Bengal : e 19 dos
- Orissa o 17 do.
i Bombay e 16 dod
. -, Madras we b} do . -

'United Provinces .. 8 do.
Other parts of Indla we 13 dov

BY Sar S. R. VENKAIJARAMAN, B.A, B. L., Servants of India Soczety, Royapettah, Madras 4

" Roughly, about ong crore and 70 lakhs
of people are in India proper, and the rest
are distributed in the several states,

A large majority of the aborigines live
in forests and regions that-are inaccessible;
they live a miserable life, By prolession -
sorne of them are head-hunters, others earn -
a living as fowlers or as fruit-sellers, by
hunting and gathering edible roots and
tubers, collecting forest honey, by fishing,
as cattle breeders ete, Muny of the tribes
follow the profession of agriculture though
of a very priwitive type, Some of the tribes
are nomadio and are averse to any sebtled -
hfen L . .

THEIR Soomn Conbmon

Harassed and' exploited by townsamen

-like landlords end merchants on the ond

. ,,V‘;av

C e + Pepur tead at the All Iadia Educatlan Conferenoce, Mysere,



hand, snd the state oﬁ‘icmls on the other for

fore~t offences and other offsuces under the

rules of .tha Forest Departm*nt and the
. Criminal Tribes Act, the tribed in ‘general -
- occupy a position in society which can be

characterised as primitive and- helpless. .

Having lost their. land and wealth; their
L prond upright. spirit and their honestﬁ-—lt
~ is no wonder that they have become timid
and suspicious, They are poor, illiterate
and deprived of many of the amenities to
which they are enmled as citizens of a
. civilised state. .

Wnu SHOULD BE-DONE NOW ?

: Everyone is agreed that sorething must
" be done immaediately both by the State aad
. social workers to improve the lot of the
aborigipal all round. But unfortanately we
bave been confused by the views.and atti-
tudes.taken by the Missionaries who have
been Working among these aborigines for
several years on the one hand, and also the
views of the anthropologxsts in our couatry,
on the other.

The question of the education of the
-nboriginal should be discussed dispassionate. -

ly from all points of view aad a conclusion~

reached which will be advantageois to the
. ..Btate as a. whole and fo the tribals, Ihe
" ope mamn problem that has to be tackled ia
* @py scheme for the education of the ab-
originals is the problem of language, and
aboniginal cuiture. ‘L'here is a scaool of
‘thought represented by Mr. W. W, Grig-
-son, Mr. H. Haimondorf and Me. Vernier
Elwin that .the mediam of nstruction

* sbould bein the tribal laoguage and that.

*“the tribal calture shouid be preserved,

Mr, Grigson in his report on the aborigi-
nal probiem in the Balagnat Disirioc of the
C.P. says as follows :=—"trond: i3 not a dying
language, but a vigorous receptive peasaat
speech, racy of tne -soll with a fine faik
poetzy. This 18 entirely shut out trom our
gchools, 0 that st once there is.a tunda-

- meutal barrier butween teacher and pupil

if the former konows only Hiadi. 'L'ne:
District lospector maintaws that there are -

‘no pucely Gund wvillages or “even mohallas
.. jn-Baleghat Distriot he should tour more

——
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bafora he says so. I agres with him that
the mixtare of Gondi aad Hiadi speiking
castes may . ba greater in maay parts of
Balaghat than in 8South Chanda and that
Gond children who plsy with other village
children scon learn from them a smattering

of Hindi......But thers are many villages .

. where no child at the age whean he should .
“fiest go to school knows any Hiadi, There "
oaunot be thae sligntest doabt that where

Gondi is the mother-toagua of a predomia-~ -

antly Gond traoct, & -school with Gondi~
knowing teachers, preferably themselves
. Gond or Pradhan, would be far more
successful becanse popular, than anythiag
that we have  [s the school to be:somethmq
entirely alien .or something akin to the
culture-of the parents? I absolutely agres

that oll the children must learn Huindi and

in this distriot at least I would not worry

about Gondi after the first two classes except

to encourage children always to continue to
sing and to compose Gondi songs.”

Christoph Von Farer ‘Haimondor! in his
essay on the “Tribal populatioas of Hydera-

bad yesterday and today” observes that it

is essential to provide the aboriginals with
- edacational facilities and that thae educae
tion must -ba of a type adapted to. their
‘needs, - He says: "An aboriginal child
kodbwing no other language thaa his tribal
mother tongue, is obviously at -a disadvane
tage 1If placed in a class where instruc.
tion ‘is in 'another language and the

teacher is uofamiliar with the scibal tongues |

It was therefore felt that the education for

Gonds mus: be in the elementary séages in

Gonde and tmparted by Gondi teachers. 'Che
Goad Education sohewies now ta opecation
in Aduaoad disiriot provide, sherefors, for
the traioing of literate youag Gonds as

vitlage teacaers and for the cceation ofa -

Gronui lterature partly goasistiag of sohool |
books aand partly of the beauuful Foad
epics hymas and soags whion have never
belen revocded 10 Weitiag. T'4e soript choser
Jor the transertption of vhe Gundi is Nagari

soript semplified by the exclusion of diffioult .

0OnsONANt comHINGLIONS.«.vek the abocigiaal
areas of Assam, It Das beea exparieaved
that o literacy upto 50 per cemt 023 bg

’ ‘ - . ! )
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a.!tamed, it instruotion is in the tribal
tongue and an easy script is chosen,”

Mr. Verrier Elwin suggests that &ill we

‘ buva a sufficient namber of efficient staff of

workers we should go very slowly in pro--
moting -among them the process of cultucal
changes and their contacts with ciwilization,
“The aboriginal caltare is qaickly destroyed
when it comes in touch with external

" . inflaences. The aboriginal loses his religion,

his morals, his artistio sense, his poetry and

“"sinks down into a sort of untouchable, .

without life, without colour and without .
beauty.”
The points that arise for disoussion from

are :
" 'Whether it is desirable and necessary

o luvent scripts and produce literature in

the several tribal languages;

.9, If so, what should be the numencal
strength of the tnbe speaking that language
and
8, Whether it is desirable and necesssr}’

‘to have separate schools- for the aboriginals

in aréas where they are “in a mmomy
uoinfluenced by external contacts. .

In this connection, it ‘will be worth Whlle
to know the opinion of 8ri A.V. Thakkar
than whom there 18 not a greater friend of
the - aborig:nals, the Harijanos and the

_.downtrodden, He has devoted the greater .

part of his life in the service of the Harijans
and the aboriginals, The Bhil Seva Mandal

. founded by him in West Kpandesh and the

Gond Beva Mandal in the C.P. working

-under his guidance and inspiration, are two

of the ‘most outstanding achievemsnts of

.Thakkar Bapa, not to speak of tae Hacijan

Bevak Sangh. Both the organisations have
been working for the advancewment of the

. aboriginals. 1n. several spneres, cultucral, e
 sooial, material and moral, Therefore, the

views of Bei LU'hakkar Bapa, an authority on

‘the problem of the aboriginals in Iadia,

have to be considered alongside those of
the three authorities mentioned above, -
Mr. Thekkar is of the view that a healthy

"comradeship shonld develop between the
‘aboriginals and the msjor Indian communis
~ ties and that each should proat oulmully

P
6 -

~-

v

from tbe other and in course b! time, work »
‘hand in hand “‘for the welfare of India-

as s whole, Mr, Thakka: is also of the
view that to separate aund isolate. the ab-

originals will strike at the root of nanonal

solidarity.

In devising, therefore. 8 scheme of educa”
tion for the. aboriginals, we must carefally -
consider the 'various viewpoints expressed
above in a dispassignate manner and arrive -

‘at conclusions which will be reasouable and

acceptabie, .
I am certain that maost wxll agree with

-the views of. Sri Thakkir that in coucss of

time the aboriginals shoald- take their

" the views of the’ wnters meutloned above -legitimate share and place in the Indian
body politic and that it is neither advaata-"

geous for the country nor for the aboriginals
that all contacts between these two should

be prevented as is desired by the three

authorities mentioned above, -

Let us first take the questlon of the
language, The threes authors mentioned
above would like that each of' the tribal

languages should be provided with a soript .

if they do not already have one and that
. literature and -grammar io those languages
shoulid also be produced, Ia fact, they have -
a'ready adopted seripts for the Gond and -
the Savara laoguages, and oae swuient of

the Bavara langoage has been awarded a -

doctorate for producing a book ou the

,Savar& language and grammar, As a piece

of research aud academic study, it is all

right, But to go a step further and,
introduce the Savara grammar in the:

schools for the benefit of the Savara

children is tantamount to shutting them off -

for ever from the beneficent intiuence of
the regional language and coatact with the
ouside world, not to speak of the difficuity
it will create in the way of the tribal -
children taking full advantags of the
educational facilities later ba in tne regioaal
language,  Again the three authors draw a

‘disuinction between the aboriginal culture

and the outside culture, meaning thereby
the Indian ounlture 10 general of the people

of the plains. This distinstion is made

maialy 0 keep the tribals apart from the
genarn] masses of the paoplo. %0 that thsa

-
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may serve as specimens for the study of
the anthropologist, both of the West and
" the East, This proposal, if adopted, will

. result in nreatmg‘niore language rivalries

and divisions in' the country. Again, to
speak of the culture of the aboriginal as
being different from what is broadly termed
Indian oulture, is meaningless. For ab-

.- original culture is a part of Indian culture,
_ -a83 much as the aboriginals form part of the

popuiation of this country. Therefore to
treat the aboriginals separately apart from
the general masses of Indian population is

not only unjust, but is fraught with serious .

consequences. The process of integration
of the country will be greatly hampered if

" the thesis of the abovementioned three

eminent anthropologists is adopted.

" Again, it is worthwhile oconsidering
whether scripts should be invented for evary
spoken lauguage, irrespective of the number
of people who speak the language. From
a practical point of view it is desirable not
to add to the already existing languages in
the country which are far too many and
" which raise no end of problems. It is,
therefore, the part of wisdom that a language
spoken at least by ten million people should
be treated as a language for. purpose of
education and public purposes. = Tribal and
other languages spoken by a small number
of people should not be given the statas of
8 regional language, which the three authors
mentioned above seek to give them. But
what are we to do now with those tribals

who speak a language which is different

from the regional language? The problem
is not so inmsuperable, if it is approached
with sympathy, understanding and practical
wisdom. In South Canara, the Depressed
Classes Mission founded by the late Kudu.
mal Ranga Rao and now managed by the
Bervants of India Bociety bas been runoing
schools for the beneﬁt of an abongnnal

¥ -
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commaunity, called the Koragas, who speak
a language which the members of that

community alone can understand. The

teachers appointed to teach the Koraga
children were all no doubt trained teachers
who knew ‘the regional languige and who
also spoke and understood the KoraZa
language. The Koraga languaga has neither
& script nor grammar, and the voeabulary,
too, is pot more than 800 to 400 words,
Bat while taking the first and second classes
the teachers used more of the Koraga
language in the class room aad gradaally
introduced the Koraga children to the
regional language, namely. Kannada. After

‘the children have acquired sutficient know-
ledge of Kannada to follow simple Kannada

words, that is from the second standard
onwards they were taught through the
medium of Kinnada.

The charga of Verrier Elvia that exteraal
influence undermines the aboriginal cultura

and makes the aboriginal lose his faith in-

his religion, his morals aad his artistic ssnse,
is applicable mainly to'the activities of the
Christian Missionary agenciss and unscrupu-
lous moarchants_and traders who, taking
advantage of the good naturs of the tribals,
have exploited them to the utmost. The

charge, in. my opinion, cannot be true in .

the case of Indian agencies such asthe Bhil
Seva Mandal, the Assam Tribsl Welfare
work under Sri .B. K. Bandhari or the

Gond Seva Mandal. 1 am sapported in'my .
view about the Missionary agencies.by the
statement of Mr, Wills about>the Assam _

tribes. Mr., Wills accuses the-Missionaries

of having completely destroyed the tradi-’

tional values prevalent among the abe
originals and of baving infused in fhem,

-1deas and habits which have brought about
theu: moral, soclal and religious, degradauon.

(To be continued) o

UNIVERSITY REFORM IN CONTEMPORARY INDIA %/ .

B! BRI 8. R, BANGANATHAN. M.A..D. Lt LT, B, L. Ai, University of Delhz. o
_ (Contmued from ‘page 181), R :.

This happened for exaimple in the United

- States to a large extent between thetwo

world wars, Bnt it was soon discovered
that-utilitarian research had to depend for
jts very success, more and more on

fundamental - researcb An examination of -

the research papers produced, for example,

by the Bell Telephone Company will
corroborata this,

With the scarcily of man-power and the
undeveloped state of our universities and
industries alike, it is unwise for India to set
up rival - research organizations both in
universities and in industrial houses. We
should - take - advantage of our universities
being young acd abstain from developing
in them apy _ exclusive or high-brow atti-
tude towards industries, commerce and other
enterprises in the nation and on the other
hand persuade theindustries to entrust their
research requirements to the care of univer-
sities and to give them the necessary
financial help. ' » ,

162 RevaTioN TO S001aL SUBJECTS
There is again blind imitation in the
country of the practice of setting up of
ad koo institutions for the pursuit of social
subjects like world affairs and economic
matters, which obtains in the developed
countries, It leads to the frittering away

of the all-too-small man-power of the

country. Itis best that this tendency is
arrested and all such work is brought under
universities. The next best is, for the
universities to make overtures to such
institutions and link them with themselves

" as best as possible.

163 RELATION TO0 GOVERNMENT

The relation of the university with the

government of the country will be examin-

X ed latery -~

‘Qur universitiesshould also work in close

. association with international bodies-like

the UNKESCO, which approximate to be-
coming limbs of a world government,

These are the assumptions lmphed in the

details thch follow.

; 2 Mmm o

We shall next examine the different
media which are available to'the umversxiy
to achieve its purposes.

21 Crass Roox

The class room is the most common of
such media. At one-time when there was
n sudden expansion of the universitiesfar -
in excess of the teaching personnel avail .-
able, classes assumed colossal sizes. Personal
touch became impossible. Ineffactive mass.
leciuring was resorted to, These factors
corrupted the teacher and the taught alike,
We have not yet completely escaped from
the effects of this corruption. There is the
danger of this corruption being re-inforced
by the hypertrophied colleges brought about
by the movement of population consequent
on partition, There is already evidencé of
teachers using their huge classes as assured -
markets for their cram-books packed with
guess-questions and reach-me-downs. This
needs immediate attention. Otherwise its
infection will kill all umverslty entetprnse.

22 LLABORATORY

A similar phenomenon in the already
developed countries, on a copsiderably
smaller scale, was counteracted during the
19th century by the. institution of labora-
tory work in the physical and natural
sciences. During the last thirty years the
laboratory has come to be used as a regular
medium in our universities too. But here
there is evidence of universities nnder-
taking to do more than space and equipment
allow. Again”laboratory work requires the
development of techniques, These techni-
ques are not altogether impersonal. They
are often specific to. particular schools, They

‘are handed down and developed from’

batch to batch through successive.groups of
young men associated with a master. Ia
developed countries it is 8s easy to guess
the school to which a laboratory man
belongs as to guess the home of rural folk:
from their apparel and intonation. Indian
universities have not yet made their labora-’
tories such living institutions, They are
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still most vsed for dull, mechanioal, repetl. -
dive work, The addition of laboratory
work of this sort does not illumine the path
. " of learners. The nreds of scientific advance- -
"ment ip repascent India call for immediate
correction of such faults in the uce of the
lstoratory as & medium - for the fulfilment
-of its purpose by our universities.
' 28 Fierp WoRK ‘
In spplied ‘sciences ' like engineering.
“technology. agriculture, medicine and
several useful srts, field-work has become
a recogpiced effective medium. Its very
pature mekes it diffienit to do it as a mere
ritual, Indeéed its efficacy make us extend
“this medium with equal intensity to other
- subjects like biology, gecgraphy,. archaeo-
logy, geology and scciology. Departments
which can use this mediom with profit have
.to -be equipped in a special way. Theirc
orgsnisation too has to be different, There
is much less room for pretences or scamp-
. ing in the use of this ‘medium.
24 L1BRARY ,
. Another medium which the universities
shonld use in .increasing measure is the

library. Library is essential for tesching
work 88 much as for research work, for

laboratory subjects 8s much as for non-

laboratory. oves, and for the pure and
spplied sciences as much as for the humani.
ties and sccial sciences like literature,
. lingnistics, hictory, political science, econo-
mics and law. - ‘ T
.. 241 TEXT-BOOK LIBRARY ..
" Twoor three decades of experiment in
the organization of library work has led

university libraries to see wisdom in setting
“up-a separate text-book library for ordinary

undergraduate study, This collection.shouid’

contain not merely the prescribed text-books

but also al} possible books of the text-book
- - veriety {or preparatory, follow up and other

'~ kinds of collateral readipg. It .should

-, contain not one"copy but many copies of
most of the text-books. The poverty of .

'~ our students on the one side and the in=
adequacy of the text-books on the other,
cali for » well-administered rationing. The

library professlon hat already evolved the -

pecessary teohnique to handle the problem.

At the beginning -of each year, the text.

book eollections should be examined, renewe -
ed and replenished jointly by the library
snd .the faculties, The text-book library
shou!d be kept for ‘long hours, It may be
an advantage to have not a siogle text-book
library in the central building, but.to have
doplicates in the halls of residence or
colleges as the case may be., The introduc-
tion of the undergradnste to the text-books -
will be largely made by the members of
the faculty in class.rooms or tutorial meet-
ings. The need for reference service will
therefore be slight., Indeed, the text.-book -

* libraries can’ be managed with a propor-

tionately smaller staff.

242 DEPaRTMENTAL COLLEOTIONS

In addition to the system of text-book
libraries, there should be a system of
Departmental Collections. Each such collec-
tion should have a permanent element
consisting of cft-used reference books, and
books like those dealing with flora and fauna
snd those for the manipulative technique i
laboratories, which one should find st one’s -

elbow at any moment. This. permanent .

clement will not ordinarily exceed about
100 volumes. Each departmental collection
should also have a mobile element. Its
mobility should normally be brought into

use- just once in a year. The volames : -
_ congtitating it will be listed during tne

vecation between two academic years aond
requisitioned for the departmeatal collec=
“tion. .At the same time the volumes of the
previous year, no longer. required, Wil be
returned to the central library. An 1mport~
ant principle to -be observed in this matter
is that practically for every item which
goes into the permanent elemeant, there
should be 8 duplicate copy in the central-

~the mobile element. - X '
" There are at present many faulty tradi-

_tions which have developed in the selations

~of the departments to the library. Text-
book gollections are raintaiged .in the

library. This may not be always nectssary - .
in'the case of every-item which goesinto -~
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“departments. It is a matter of experience
that sfudents are not able to have access to
them as widely and to have as long hours
as they could in the central library. This is
due to various causes. The department does
not have the necessary special staff to keep
it open for long hours, because it is wasteful

. todo so. There is not emough occupation

for one man, It is a professor who is often
in charge. He cannot be available at all
times, Moreoever, the students are repelled
from troubling a professor often. In actual
practice, it turns out that the library is
entrusted to a semi-literate or illiterate
peon, One can imagine the fate of books
in charge of such a person.

If a proper text.book library is formed
and maintained as suggested in section 241
and kept open for long hours and on all
the days of the year, there is no doubt that
the students of a department will have the
greatest and the most confortable chance
to use the books. The departments should
therefore shed their desire for accumulating
text-books, - ~

Another unhelpfal habit has been for a
department to hoard books indiscriminately
on the mere ground that the books had
been debited to the financial allotment

made to it and . without any relation to the

actual work being done from day to day in
the department. This tendency to accumu-
late practically dead materials serves no
purpose. It calls for unnecessary lihrary
space and book shelves in each department,
Having charge of a large collection of
pooks adds-unnecessarily to the administrat-
ive time of the department. Each depart-
ment shonld be jealous of its teaching and
research time and should be ready to avoid
everything which increases administrative
responsibility and attention. There is no
doubt that a long line of book cases cramp-
2d with books adds dignity to the appearance
of a department in the eyes of a casual
visitor. It gives easy opportunity to take
him round the department in a splashy,

entertaining way. All such demonstrative
Yand be partners in the pursuit.of research.

1t Reciprocally, the research departments

advantages should be wunder-written by j
nniversity departments; The justification for (
each volume which is. kept in a department

LVI-7-2

should be looked for in the answer it gives
to the guestion: "Is it constantly wanted
for the research work on hand in the
Department ? Does it not add unnecessarily
to the lumber of the department ? Will it -
not serve more people if it were in the

central library 2" A

248 ResEARCH LIBRARY ‘

The central library should function not
only as the depository of all the books of
the university not sent to the text-book
libraries or to the departmental collections,
but should also function at ,.a high level as
a research library. '

«Liarge reading rooms crowded by under.
graduates will not produce the atmosphere
nesded in a research library. Carrels, where
private study can be done and books, note-
books and typing machines can be kept on
from day to-day by scholars -with the full
assarance of privacy, should sarround the
stack-room in adequate number. In the
stack-room itself, there should be plenty of
reference librarians con floor-daty to help
each reader to formulate his needs exactly
snd to find his reading materials expediti-
ously., There should be an exhaustive
collection of reference books including
bibliographies and complete runs of learned
periodicais including abstracting ones, in
the regions of the kunowledge pursued by
the university in advanced research levels.
The staff ‘themselves should specialise in
different. subjects and practise intensive
documentation service. It should be a
matter of honour for the staff that no re.
search worker goes without every material
relevant to his work being brought to his
notice at the proper time and that no
recent-thought appearing in the periodicals
loses its nascence before it is put in the
hands of all its probable readers. Indeed
the reference librarians should . be able to
talk the language, as it were, of the research
staff, should follow closely the work of the
several research departments, aud be on the
look out for relevant published materials

should treat them as equals, For this pur-
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pose, the status and salary level of the

- reference librarians should ba comparable

to those of the research staff. For .the
research staff, who are after all human,
will not accept the service of the library in
full measure if it is rendered by men of
status inferior to their own.

244 FUNOTIONAL AND PHYSI10AL
SEPARATION

The failure to effect this functional
separation and the implementation of it by
physical separation and to provide equality
of status and salary is overpowering the
spirit of true library service which is just
secking to establish itself in university
libraries, The staff are confused, frustrated
and unfulfilled. This is a matter that needs
jmmediate attention and correction.

245 PrRIODIOAL PUBLICATIONS

The circulation and display of the current
numbers of the periodical publications taken
in & university library are of vital import-
ance, All issues of periodicals should be
promptly displayed in the central library.
Phey should be on display for at least one
week in the case of weeklies and two weeks
in the case of the others. In these days,
periodicals are getting more and more
multi-faceted. The assertion - of certain
specialists that they and they alone would
be users of certain periodicals is becoming
baseless, Moreover, it is one of the essen-

tial functions of a university to accustom

the rising generation of advanced students
and research workers to the perusal of
pascent thought embodied in periodical
publications. These considerations should
convince the teachers——particunlarly the
senior members who' have been exercising
special privileges in the past, to surr ender
the privilege of ordering a periodical to
their table before it has been on the display
table for the presoribed minimum period,
A university library is not like the library
of a business house or a Government
Department. Its periodical publications are
not for the sole use of a handful of the
members of the staff. It has the much
larger purpose of accustoming the students
to use periodicals. It has also a much larger

clientele. It caters to persons with a far
greater range of interest, which is often
unpredictable, It is therefore improper to
imitate-the methods of libraries in business
houses and send periodicals to-the rooms of
individuals as soon as they arrive.

If the teachers make it a habit to visit
the periodicals room of the central library
for the preliminary perusal of the periodi-
cals and register their names for the articles
in which they are immediately interested,
the central library will-keep them for them,
and they can collect them on the earliest
day when they can be released. If the
number of registrations for a particular
artiole {s more than what can be met by a
comfortable queune system, the central
Jibrary should make mechanical re-produc-
tions of such articles in great demand and
give them to the departments, Moreaver,
if any department desires to make a file of
select articles on o topic in whichit is
intensively eogaged, it is desirable for the
library to supply them with photographio
copies for their exclusive file. Whenever a
number of a periodical is borrowed by a
teacher—none but a teacher should bae
allowed to borrow it—he must make it a
point to return it on the due date without
any exception, There niust be an effective
sanction to enforce this rule.

The bound volumes of all periodicals and
particularly the abstract ones, should all be

. kept normally in the central library. But

if there are severely specialised periodinals
about which the librarian is satisfied that
there is not likely to be any demand for a
particular year among other departments,
such of the bound volumes of them, as may
be wanted incessantly in a department for

the special work it is doing, may be included -

in the mobile element of the departmental
collection.

25 Pray Fieup

While the abové-mentioned media will
be of help in the sharpening of the intellect,
the universities should use the playfield as
the medium not only for physical training
but also for including the capacity to work
together for teamwork and group activities,

(To be continued) ,

LET US LIVE WITH AND FOR OUR CHILDREN

By 8SrI 8. JAGANNADHAN, Kindergarten Assistant, Teachers' College, Saidapet.

1, INTRODUOTION,

CHILDREN are the living embodiments
of truth, To be living in the realm of
children is to be living in the Kingdom of
Truth leading to the land of Bliss, The
triumph of Truth lies not in the acquisition
.of material gains, but more in the mastering
of moral and spiritual forces to combat
against the odds that array themselves
sgainst Truth and its seeker, Is Haris-
chandra remembered for being the King of
Ayodhya ? No, Not for adorning the throne
of Ayodhya, It is more for his cool sub-
mission to the ordeals and sufferings he
was put through and his bold resolve to fight
against the demons of untruth and his
finally emerging as an embodiment of
Truth,

The whole life of an individual cast with
“the lot of children in their young years of
school life is a rare piece of fortune more
preordained than voluntarily undertaken,
Here again the material gain is nothing in
the nature of wealth, buf in living with and
for children and serving them to the
utmost of one’s abilities and opportunities,
It gives one very great pleasure to look
back upon one’s work covering a long
stretch of period of useful service with and
«for children. At the same time, it isa
difficult task to give an accurate pen-picture
of 'the motives which inspired one to do the
work, the extent of work done and the
sum total of achievements. Dauty for
Duty’s sake, Duty for the sake of God,
conscience and humanity, Duaty for children
- and to self,- occasionally resulting in the
sudden lightning flash of self.satisfaction
in the culmination of & certain piece of
work, spontaneous desire to work, experi-
ment and learn~-all these may be said to be
the guiding motives vehind the long period
of wholehearted works Quae essential poiat
that cannot be forgotten 13 that without the
Good (irace of the Great God notning
could be achieved:s 'Lhis faith has been
mainly respomsivle for deriving the neces.

sary physical and mental strength to pre=~
serve the uniform equilibrium of mind in
such silent and indefatigable work. No
doubt it brings in with it the the kind
approbation and gaod wishes of friends and
admirers here and there, Living in the
midst of over 100 graduate teachers fora
continuous period of 8 years also adds to
the circle of well wishers and friends which,
I think, is a great asset for a worker of my

type.'
2, TrACHER OF INPANTS

It was 85 years ago that I became a
teacher of infants, a post I clung to for 12
uobroken years. It was this happy and
close contact with all types of children of
4 t0 6 that gave me the necessary life in
work. Teaching children not only in the
school according to a prescribed syllabus
but getting into touch with them outside
school, and getting into touch with books .
and magazines concerning children helped -
me in my task. The most outstanding one
is the voluntary and inspiring model and
guidance from Miss R. Mcleod, a persona-
lity that knew nothing else in the world .
except a cloie ideatification with this work
of training and educating children as well
as their teachers to that sacred task, This
is the only thing that I heartily cherish
even to this day. When we follow a set
scheme thoroughly aand systematically, we
learn to Bnow wherein its drawback lies
and how to improve upon it in the light of
our own experiences. Wae find newer paths
of work.

8, LiANGUAGE WORK

When at first I prepared a set of 14 covers -
for the ohildren's word-building work, it
became a sure , foundation for farther
preparation of materials connected with
word-making, word-grouping, 8eatendas
makiag, substitution method materials in
cardovard, plywood board, sliding socales’
and rotating boards, Fromn the bsginaing
1 bad the saustaction of making thess in
Wwaste materials and producing them as nsax
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. fully as possible. Only later I turned to the
direction of adding polish to these materials,
During this period I coacentrated my work,
thonght and study on the methods of

teaching language to chiidren, The printed -

book was unknown in my days and my own

manuscript books for children served as

reading materials for home and class reading.
The class room itself with its reading charts
all round would serve a8 a place for reading,
The charts grew as weeks went on and got
improved as years rolled by, The form
and nature of reading materials also
improyed with experience of years. I used

to write spare reading sheets with the aid

of carton papers some of which are preserv.
ed even to-day. I ;may add here that my
own first reading book for children saw the
light of print only 25 years after work with
children, Only a year before this publica-
tion a printed book was prescribed for the
children for their reading in the first year
at school, .

4, 'Tag TeacHER'S LABORATORY

Teachers and lovers of children interested.
in child study cannot but base their work
on systematio observation -of children,
Their laboratories are the children of their
homes, schools, houses of relations and
friends and the large world of children
outside their spheres such as in streets and
lanes, farms and fields, trains and theatres,
and around temples and tanks. Btray
observations of certain characteristics of
children cannot- but evoke in them the
thirst for further observation and verifica-
tion on the basis of the first obszarvations,
To the teachers themselves, their own
children, I consider to be their greatest gifts.
At least to me it is so, And the beginnings
. and growth of speech is the happiest phase
of childhood. In this huge laboratory of
* tiny tots, there is ample scope for stuay of
children’s vocabulary, behaviour and similar
characteristics. _ .

"5, CHILDREN'S VOGABULARY AND THE
LanNauaee LiaDDER
Resuming my observation on the teach-

ing of language, 1 bad the curjosity to jot’

town all the familiar worde of children at

different ages and stages as 4 to 5, 2 yeat
and 2 months, one year and 9 months ete.
‘These gave me very good food for further
study and thought. It was my firm convic-
tion that the Children’s First Reading Book
should relate to the children’s vocabulary
in.their pre-school stags. I remember that
in 1931 while I was also on census duty,
I took pains to study nearly a dozen primers
for children and. took census of all the
words used therein. This enabled me to
notice that in many cases words unfamiliar

to .children had been freely resorted to,"

However, since then, times have changed
certainiy for the better,

It was this contact and long experience in
teaching that revealed to me the play-way
method and materials in the building-up of
children's vocabulary. I can couat upon
more than 20 methods of building up the
vocabulary suited to the several ages and
stages of children from 7 to 12, To take a
child from the mother’s lap to the litera.
ture game and leisure-time reading, it
certainly requires some kind of planaing.
Language grows naturally and wonderfully,
aud I can only compare this to the climb-
ing up of a ladder through its various steps,
It is again these children’s ways of looking
at the language that leads me to the
appreciation of the language as & whole and
its entire make-up. Sowme lovers of children
and language really admire how the lan-
guage adapted itself to so" many easy forms
of buflding up the children’s vocabulary.

I felt an nrge to make a list of children's

familiar words and the exteat of their

-vocabulary between the ages of 9 and 12

and also the several famihar words.that
form the synooyms of ome word, My
children at school greatly helped me, and
to go through their several note books with
and Withous pictures gives me joy even
to-day, leading e to look upon that work

with pleasare and pride. Whnen the New .

Hducation Fellowship led by Dr, Zilliacus
visited Madras, the leader was struck with
Very many things that 1 was asked to put.
up, speciully tor the occasion, 1 consider.

that an exoibition 18 @&, placa where the .

cream of thought is perfected in. the
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toncrete, Very many of my charts on
children, their growth etc., are in the form
of a circlee. My own conception is that
many things emerge from one and merge
into one, While answering in the negative
his question as to whether I had travelled
to foreign’ countries I pointed out to him
my head as the place wherefrom I got these
ideas. The same year, I was asked to
contribute a paper to their organ “The New
Era.” Itis this fascinating subject of the
building of the language ladder that formed
the topic for their magazine, In this
connection I prepared a good number of
boxes of words for grouping aad phiring
according to directions. Building up of
vocabulary with the same prefixes aad

- suftixes is onme very interesting form of
~wock in the Tamil language. Synonyms,

antonyms, long and short forms, masculine
and feminine genders, hard and soft sounds,
and choice exercises im the peculiarity of
language lend themselves admirably to build.
ing up the vocabulary of children, )

6. Rgapixng CarDs

Cards containing homely and useful read-
ing matter from part of the reading material
of the first stage of reading. These centre
round the famuliar talk and conversation at
home amidst children. The children must
know through such reading the language of
courtesy, politeness, respect, love and Rind-
ness. 'Lhere is also the other side of
language recreation through riddles, puzzles,
language squares, fun and frolie, All these
do enrich the children’s language, and it is
these that make the children love the
language.

"Teaching poetry is an art in language

feaching. Itis mot the word that matters
here, - 1t is the idea contained in the whole
piece, : Incidents in life, natural scenery,
visions of seers, ancient folklore, all are
clothed in the lines of poetry. I try to bring
these required natural specimens, or tg
clothe the whole poetry with piotures all
round it These piciures in & way depict
the truths in the lines. A study of children’s

_ errors in spelling and pronunciation under-

taken out of & desire to give graded exercises

1 A

in language, enabled me to chalk out a
good number of exercises in language
composition. These are now in book form -
also. .

7. SeLr-EXPRESSION

‘We always learn to know the fulness of
the children by their speech, spontaneous
action and written work such as drawing,
painting and little pieces of composition. A
casual permsal of the files of children
containing their questions and their thoughts
at & particular time really brings to mae
thrills of joy and sometimes sorrow too.
Through these questions and records of
their thoughts, they have revealed them-
selves more fully to me than even to thair
parents. I could even go further. They
have revealed to me $hings that they wouald
not have revealed even to thesir parents

" sometimes out of fear and sometimes out of

shyness, It is no small joke to dive deep
into the hearts of children and their seorets
and get at the lurking secrets.

Children’s dramas and dialogaes must he
educative and algo provide scope for self.
expression, song, humouar and pleasure. In
recent years, I directed my atteation to this
aspect of language by writing playlets and
short dialogues and bad them acted by
children to great satisfaction,

8. THE PrE-SoR00L TRAINING °

The house is the best nursery and ths
parents are the first besc educators, provided
of course, they conform to the ideats. ‘The
birth of children at home after a period of
ten years of work at school naturally ronsed
a desire to dive deep iato the manifestations
of children at stll lower stages of school
life. Whether I succeeded or not in bring.
ing them up on right lines, the passion for
stmilar and further work grew in me. I
took it 1nto my head to make locally a set
of Froebel’s gitta relating to buildiag and
playing. My own reading of the Moatessori
mothod as early as 1913, a study of her
materials aod the handling of these
materials by children set me tninking,

What one may call local patriotism Was'
also strong in me, 1 used (o colleot the tiny:
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fruits of cocoanut and broomsticks and help
the children in building ecars, cots, towers:
and pyramids etc. I-would make use of
the ordinary reeds, bangles and things of
such sort for their constructive qvork, Their
home atmosphere was responsible for the
adaptation of some of the grandmother
stories and plays, cradle songs, nursery
rhymes and songs, to modern condltlons'of
schooling, 1 was over-joyed to see how nice
and educative and interesting these were,
By ransacking some of these things of old,
I used to tell myself that if we call our
father fools, our own sons Will call us so.

The abundance of nature all-round, plants,
beasts and birds and the make-up of the
surroundings by the hand of man make
their own contribution to the training and
education of children. My regular walks
with children in the evenings, have had
their desired effect on them, It was an
object of fun and mockery for others to see
me taking up children to the market,
bazaar, the garden and the temple, the tank,
the river, the fields and the grove. It was
a purposeful activity. They knew not the
motives behind. It is not only. to have the
pleasure of taking children to these places,
It is also the satisfaction of doing the right
thing for ohildren’s growth and develop-
ment. The parents are by these acts ailing
the nature's law of transmission of culture,
a mysterious, unperceived and yet potent

_ factor in the development of the Ohll.ds
personality. My day-to-day observation
and record of children from the very first
day of birth makes me conclude thatit
would be & paradise to be in a paradise of
childhood. The organs enabling the feeding
and the nourishing of child, such as lips,

; tongue, palate, throat, and' teeth, in tgrq,

form the organs generating the child’s

-speech and its development.

It is this close contact that evoked in me
w desire to keep careful records of children’s,
work and activity with precision to age,
date and time, As a teacher and pareat,
1 sincerely think that it would be a very
pleasiog thing for curiosity and stady to
see & baby play in the e rly hours of morn-
ipg #od more fortunate and profitable it

would be to see hundreds of babies in arm4
at a certain place. I am sure, their very
looks will manifest themselves the miracles
of God in the make-up of these most subtle

_human machines,

9. BriNgiNg UP CHILDREN

I consider that the mother in feeding her
child with her breast milk is not merely
nourishing the child in building up the
physical frame, but is passing on to the
child her light of wisdom and the mqral
and spiritual forces of her full personality,
Bimilarly close and constant contack with a
watchftl eye and a guiding hand on the
part of the father is as much essential for
healthy.and desirable development. Though
sometimes unperceived, the seccet of the
success of the child’s life depends mush on
the influence and guidance of the parents.
Has not Mahatmaji, as an experienced
pareat, truly said : “ We labour under a sort
of superstition that the child has nothing to
learn during ths first five years of its age,
After birth, the child imitates its parents
and for a considerable number of years
entirely depends on them for its growth.”.
Their virtues, oherished thoughts and
ambitions would be passed- on to the child,
the most sacred and powerful seed of the
bumaan race.

This atmosphere of activity by my own
gelf in my house and school occasionally
drew the attentioa of my children, Their
bandling the appliances helped mse- to
improve them to a very great extent,
Though I may not have personally contri-
buted anything substantial to the education
of my own ohildren, yet the atmosphere of
the home in which thsy are brought up
and the ocoasional help which the elder one
gave the younger as a resuit of his or her

experience roused up the initiative of the -

other, : '

I o>uld also say the same with school .

childrem The children always lnoked for
ward to the use of their matgrials with
supreme joy, and while returning -homae

with smiling faces will expresa the hope

that they would get mora occasions
to ueq them, Lheso things rouse up theis
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own initiative for learning, and this kind of
- carefully improvised environment with a
- definite purpose cannot but leave a good
impression in their minds, These also direct
children for furthering up similar activities
in their own way, How happy would the
kingdom of children be, if only all the
children had opportunities to develop them-
selves by these means ? Bt I also see that
children grow in spite. of pareats and
teachers, The growth and development go
ahead simultaneously. No doubt, there is

~—
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LATEST LANGUAGE

ON July I8th, an extraoridnary meeting
of the Headmasters’ Association was
held at the Chintadripet High School to
bear the Hon'ble K. Madhava Menon, the
Minister for Education, announoe the latest
policy of the Government in respect of the
study of languages in secondary schools,
Apart from the members of the Association,
the Director of Public Instruction, Mr. D.S,
Reddy, and the District Educational Officer,
Mr. R. Narasimhalu Naidu, were present.

There was a reception to the distingaish-
ed guest who was entertained to tea, Then
8ri P. Doraikkannu Mudaliar, Headmaster,
Chintadripet High School and President of
the Teachers’ Guild, welcomed the Minister
and requested him to speak.

The Minister’s Speech

In the course of his speech, announcing
the new scheme for the study of langaages,
Bri Madhava Menoa said that he deemed
it part of his duty to get into contact with
teachers as often as possible.

He was the Minister of Education, but
he was not an expert in Education. He was
not apologising for it, he said, because
Democracy denied to experts the right to

rule as strongly as it did to those claiming

it by hereditary right,

Bat, the Minister said, it woq/ld'
DPemocracy, where its ¢hosen; )
A

great scopa for parents and teachers to aid
and promote this harmony in children’s
life. In the quest of knowledgs.of children ,
it should be our endeavour to observeland
study the child in the ages of bliss, blossom
creative activity, play and dramatics, their
natural and spontansous ‘performances,
behaviour and langaage of speech—a period
fall of life for observation, study and
comparison and & period that, if missed
onge, can never be got back,
(To be continued)

SCHEME IN MADRAS

not kesp their ears open’ to thres sources of
guidance, “First, enlightened public opinion’s
second experts and thirdly permanent
officials whose patriotism is not inferior to
that of anybody else. But, ultimately the
decision has to be that of the Ministers 3
they caonot take shelter behind the advice
that is given to them,

“Again if the advice coming from diffe:
rent sources is conflicting, theirs is the
responsibility to decide which they will
accept, They cannot obviously accept all
of them, The fable cf the old man with
the son and the ass is a warning against the
attempt to please everybody.”

Referring to the new educational problems
facing every country, Mr, Madhava Menon
said: “Educational problems, more than
others need for adequate consideration an
atmosphere free from passion, preconcep-
tions and prejudices; in solving them, we
must look to the distant future as much ag
to the pregent; in fact they want the
calmness of cloisters for their examination.
For reasons into which I need not go
over, one or two of such problems have
recently escaped into the public fornm.
That fact creates complications for a
Minister, however little teachers may be’

ected by it. I wish to take advantage of

portnnity for consideration of one '
roblems, namely languages in oug

v

V. :

.t
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_"Education is for the good of our boys and
girls; but onr boys and girls are not eacrifi.
ces to be offered to the spirit of a cult called
e.ducafion. Among the good things educa-
tion offers to our children is knowledge of a
larguage or languages of a higher standard
than what any child picks up in human
society. Tt opens out to them the knowledge
available in“ the tslks and writings of our
contemporaries and in the vast store of tha

writings of these who have gone before us, -

Bhall we then remember that we teach
" languages not as an end in itself but as a
eans of acquisition of knowledge which
is the heritage of man ? :

MorrER-TONGUR

“First of all, 8 boy should improve his
ability in the understanding and uss of hig
mother-tongue. I do not think it is neces.
sary to labour the points the proposition
'has merely to be stated to be accepted. The
main consideration is the child himself.
The toddler who has learnt to walk on his
feet can run best on his feet ; he may learn
later to balance himself on his hands as an
acrobatic act. For a boy, his mother-torigue
is the best medium of instruction and in the

langusge which is the medium of instruc- '

tion be must acquire some proficiency.

Y“The Universities Commission has said :
““We think largely .with the use of words,
which are symbole for ideas. Unless we
learn to use and to organise words clearly

- and effectively our thinking will lack pre-
cision and accuracy. Effective use of lan.
gusge is a powerful help to good scientific

" thinking and espcially to communication in
science as well as a necessity in humanities,”

“When I said that a boy must acquire
proficiency first in bis mother-tongue, I
‘was _referring to normal cases, It may
bappen that he is in a place where no school
provides. instruction through his mother
tongune. Then the place of his mother
tongue is taken by that language wbich is

- the medium of ‘instruction. Thus, first of

all, the mother tongue or the regional
language up to a certain standard must be
eompulsory,” _ ’

fem e .

ExraLism

"Becondly every boy must read English,,

Thisis a consequence of the past and is
nocessitated by the requirements of the
present and the immediate future, I need
not spend any time justifying compulsory
study of English as it is not questioned by
. anybody excepting rhetorically.,

“If these two .laugnages are compulsory
what should be the standard of proficiency ¢
The standard should be that which would
enable the students at the end of the school
course “to use and to organise words clearly
and effectively.’ This should be the pure
pose of the compulsory study of the mother
tongue and English. The students shonld
be able to obtain and transmit knowledge.
Study of languages may have other pur-
poses. Paeople derive aesthetic pleasure
through literature ; some may write poetry
and give others this pleasure. But this is
not for everybody; those that have the
talent or the bent of mind should be
encouraged and given facilities.

OPTIONAL CLASsIOAL LiANGUAGE

“Others may " desire to study a classical
langusge or any other South Indian lan.
guage besides the two compulsory languages,
There must be room for choice for thess
also. :

- “Students may therefore choose accord-
ing to their desires and talents. They can
take up specialised study or a more
advanced study of thsir mother tongue or
regional language and this can be called
Part II of the mother tongue or the
regional language or, on the other hand,
they may be content with the compulsory
Part I and offer a classical language or any -
other Sonth Indian langusge, There are
students who are keen on acquiring soma
knowledge -of a classical langusge like
Sanskrit, Arabie or Persianj there are
others whose compulsory language in the .
school available to them may not be their
mother tongue and they may. desire to have
some instruction in their mother tongue,
All these.can take advantage of this choice,
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Cuorce or HINDY

“We have not yet finished with the lan.:
guages the demand for which we have to
reckon with.' An increasing number of
pupils desire instruction in Hindi. We
must therefore give them an opportunity to
learn this language also, There 1s provi~
sion for Hindi in all our schools, but one
disadvantage at present is that people have

‘to choose between Hindi and a classical

language. If they take one, they cannot
have the other. You would have noticed

. that I said that students must have a chance

to study Hindi: those that do not choose
Hindi can take up an additional craft, or
occupy themselves during the Hindi periods
in some other approved activity.

Nrw Porioy

“To summarise, the provision for lan-
guages in the schools may be as follows:—

I. The mothertongue or regional lan-
quage Part I should be compulsory.

II, English should be compulsory.

III, Choice may be allowed btheen Part IT
of the mother-tongue or the regtqnal language
and any classical or South Indian language.

- IV. Choice may also be allowed between
Hinds and an additional eraft or approved

activity.

~ oThus it will be seen that a pupil can be
content with ‘only two languages, his
mother-tongue and English. Thls will
satisfy the -view that teaching too many
langusges to young children is e(}ucatlonally
unsound.. It also avoids retarding the pro-
gress of those who may lack the talent to
pick up several languages, but whose
intellectual ability may be quite good. But
those that have the particular talent can
take one or even two more languages. They
can take up a classical language, without

losing the chance of studying their mother~

tongue or Hindi, I bave received nume-
rous representations from the .teaching
profession, suggesting changes on these lines,
I have most seriously considered these and
all other suggestions $hat have been offered:
~ I bave congulted experts with long exper-

LV1-3-7

ence of school education. Government are
therefore issuing orders for making provi-
sion for languages on the lines indicated
above in the First Form from this academio
year. It will be progressively extended to
the Second Form next year and the Third
Form in the year after.

“This is merely carrying a step further
the achievemeant of the object with which
the diversified courses have besen started.
Years ago, the old Matriculation required
every student to take thesame sabjects.
The School Final course first provided for
an optional subject, .chosen by the candi.
date, Our diversified courses have enor-
mously widened the choice fto still varying
abilities and needs. The change now pro-
posed for languages has the same end in
view. Let a boy take two or _thr’?e or four
languages according to his choice,

Mt. Jacob’s Speech

After the Minister’s address Me. K. Kuru:
villa Jacob, President of ‘tha Hoadmasters’
Association, spoke welcoming the scheme.

He said: “The masterly statement you
have made will be welcomed by the teach.
ing profession as well as by all others
interested in education, for in the scheme
you have annouanced you have shown a
sympathetic understanding of the problems
and wise judgment gv‘hnch rises above pre=
judices and party politics.”

Emphasising 8 few of the various aspects
“of thep new scheme Mr. Kuruvilla Jacob
said: “This scheme has elasticity to suit
the different types of pupils and localities.

#This scheme which you (Minister) have
evolved after considering the various
constructive suggestions given, specially by
the teaching profession, is a solution of'the
yexed problem and it should satisfy all.

Mr. Kuruvilla Jacob farther observed:
‘wWe would request Government to alm at
achieving one more thing for sehools,
namely, stability in the courses of st ty.,

wWhile certain changes are sometimes
necessary, the educational system should
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not be thrown into the kind of contnsion
that we have seen during the last three
years. ' :

“The teachers, pupils, parents and publi-
shers have all been confused by the many
shanges in the system. Some of these changes,
we are afraid, were the result of party
politics, more than educational considerations.

“In a country like Britain a change in
the courses of study will be effected only
after very careful study and reports by a
Oonstructive Committee aad not by a G.O.
after a political meeting. Wo want stability

to build up our education which is nlready
baokward in many respeots,

"We request the Minister, therefore, to set
up a tradition that fhe educational system
which affects thousands of children will not
be allowed to be the play-thing of party
politicians.”

Mr. Kuruvilla Jacob eoncluded: “You
(the Minister) have given a lead i this
direction today and we can assureyou that
the teaching profession all over the State
and I daresay all well-meaning public will
appreciate the stand you have taken,” -

EDITORIAL

EL_SEWHERE we publish details abont

the latest scheme of the Madras

. Government for the study

. The Latest of languages in secondary

Language  schoolss. Theschemae is

Scheme admittedly a compromise

among many warring points

of view, but everyone will admit it to be

an honest attempt at reconciling almost
.irreconocilable differences.

The reorganisation of edacation has
presented many difficulties all over India,
but Madras has had to pass through orisis
after crisis in the matter of the provision
for the study of languages. This has been
. due largely to the influence exercised on
the Government by totalitarian lovers of
Tamil, They were anxious to discourage
the study of Sanskrit and Hindi, The first
scheme of reorganisation tried its best to
accommodate itself to this point of view,
‘But the statns of Hindi as the Federal
language protected it to some extent. The
* heaviest blow fell on Sanskrit, and the
scheme, as at first adumbrated, practicaily
ensured that the language should not be
effectively studied -in.the schools, Then

oame a modification making three languages

compnlsory—the regional language, Baglish, .
and Sanskrit or Hindi or the mother-tongue |

in the case of those whose mother-tongue
was different from .the regional language.
This too did not materially improve tha
position. of Sanskrit., We believe that under

this scheme, out of nearly 70,000 students"

studying for the 8.8 LL.C. hardly 1000 have
taken up Sanskrit. Then came the announce-
ment that Sanskrit could be taken as the

first langnage in the place of the regional .

language, There was at once a prompt
protest by Tamil lovers, who pointed oat
that while Hindi was compulsory, the study
of the mother-tongue was made optional
under this scheme. The Govern ment then

announced a fucther reconsidera tion of their -

policy. Finally, it has been laid down that
the study of the mother-tong ue is to consisg
of two parés, one compulsory and the othep

-optional, . As an alternative to the optiona}
part of the mother-tongus, a classical lan-
guage or another South Indian language
can be taken up, Choice is also offered

between thestady of Hindi and an additional-

craft, English remains compulsory.

v
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 Thus an attempt is .made to cater to
different tastes, A pupil, if he so likes, can
study four languages—mother-tongue; Sans-
krit, English and Hindi. If he prefers it,
he can be content with only two languages
—mother-tongue and English. He has to
study 2 minimum of two languageés and he

" raay choose upto a maximum of four.

Details of the scheme regarding the
sllotment of hours are not yst available,
.Onpe hopes that they will be so devised as
to make the scheme workable and widely
acceptable.

~ 'We hope that this will settle for some-
time at least the vexed problem of the
study of languages. The frequent changes
of policy have tended to demoralise teachers
and students alike, We heartily endorse
Mr. Kuruvilla Jacob’s appeal not to mix
up politics with education. Bome kind of
stability is requlred on the educational front,
if only to have time for observing where
our reforms are leading us.

In the Teachers Journal, Caleutta, Sri
Tamashran]an Roy makes an interesting
suggestion, He recalls the

Inter-State scheme of the Government
exchange of of Indiafor an international
teachers .  exchange of teachers and
how the plan to start the

experiment thh Tasmania was for some
reason or other abandoned. He then pleads
for an lnter-state exchange of teachers as
8 measure to root out provincial jealousies.
#The scheme would enable educationists of
different states,” he says, “to come into
intimate personal contact with each other
and exchange their respective views on
different subjects of educational and cultaral
value...Teachers in the exchange scheme
will...... have the precious opportunity to
gain useful knowledge and information
regarding the different forms of administra-
tion as prevalent in the different states...To
pat the exchapge scheme in operation, how-
ever, a few good schools; preferably in the
district headquarters, should be selected for
the purpose to begin with, and with each

- of these schools: one of the arrivals from

outside should bas linked up. Spscial time-
tables should be framed to accommodate
these teachers, affording, as far as possible,
adequate facilities for their olose contact
with top-form boys.”

- The scheme is well worth serious consi.
deration. Difficulties exist oa account of
the diffarent media of instruetion in diffe-
rent provinces. But a start may be made
with neighbouring states, where these will
be minimised. And teachers may be en.
couraged to study other Indian languages
especially for this purpose.

The great progress made in college and
university education for Negroes in the
United States during: the

Negro last 50 years is reviewed by
Education  Dr, Charles H, Thompson
in America. in the Pittshburgh Courier,
one of the leading Negro

weekly newspapers in the United States.
‘Dr. Thompson, & membsr of many educa-
tional societies, is the Dean of Washington's
Howard University, the largest Negro

. gchool in the country. His account of tha

great progress achieved by the Negroes
by their own hard efforts and with the help
of liberal-minded whites, will be read with
interest in India,

. ¥ The growth of higher education in the
United States in general during the past
half-century has been singularly striking,”
Dr, Thompson writes, *and in the case of
the Negro minority it has been only a little
less than astounding. To cite just a few
examples. In 1948, there were more Negro
students enrolled in and graduated by higher
institutions in the country as a whole than
there were pupils enrolled in and graduated

by all the high schools in 1920. And there .

were as many Negro students enrolled in
and graduated by higher iAstitutions in
1949 as there were Negro pupils enrolled
in and graduated by high schools in 1930,

+ Dr, Thompson noted that more money
($1,500 million) was spent torun the higher
education institutions of the country asa
whole in 1948 than was spent ($1,200
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million) on U, 8. secondary achools in 1948,
He added: * The progress of the Negro in
higher education has paralleled—in fact,
since 1922 it has outstripped—the advancs
made in higher education in general, Start.
ing farther behind, because of well-known
historical reasons, the Negro has not only
kept pace with the population as a whale,
but has succeeded in closing the gap to an
encouraging extent,” o

In 1900, Dr, Thompson continued, about
2,100 Negroes, or 24 out of every 100,000
of the Negro population, were earolled in
American institutions of higher learning.
This compared with a total enrolment,
irrespective of race, of 237,600 students, or
810 out of every 100,000 of the total popu-
lation. By 1948 the number of Negroes
“enrolled in higher institutions was 116,190,
or 769 for each 100,000 of the Negro popu-
lation, This compared with a total enroll
ment of 2,66,000, or 1,783 out of every
100,000 of the country’s total popnlation.
“ Thus, Negroes have cut down the gap,”
Dr, Thompson wrote, * from a ratio (of
Negro students to all students in colleges or
universities) of a little less than one-to-
thirteen to a little over one-to-two.”

For the first 30 years of this century, he
recalled, most Negro colleges were colleges
in name only, Actually, they served pri.
marily as college preparatory institutions,
Bat in the past 10 or 15 years, the Negro

institntions have improved tremendously.

‘Whereas in 1930 only one Negro college
was accredited unconditionally by an autho-
ritative educational board as a “Class A"
institution, in 1948-49 there were 61 Negro

. iostitations so rated and 11 others -accredited
conditionally. This is out of a total of about
100 Negro colleges and universities in the
United States. |,

Dr. Thompson emphasized that this pro-
. gress was achieved only by great effort
on the part of forward-looking oitizens
of both races. He also pointed out that
racial equality had not yet been fully achi-

-

eved and that there was still a low propors
tion of Negroes in the learned professions,
such as doctors, lawyers and teachers, as
compared to white professional men and
women. This was primarily due, he held,
to the fact that in the South—where from
85 to 90 percent of all Negroes now obtained
‘their higher edncation—there had been
little opportunity for them to obtain such
training.

»"Without doubt, *Dr. Thompson continu-
ed, “the outstanding need in the higher
education of Negroes of the next decade, as
is true in all other aspects of his life in the
United States, is the elimination of segrega-
tion and the complete integration of.the
Negro into every part of the American
social order. When race, colour and creed
are removed as the namber one barrier to
educational opportunity in America, auto-
matically one of the main barriers to greater
professional opportunity for .Negroes will
have been eliminated overnight. Events

of the past five or ten years suggest that -

such a hope is not merely wishful thinking,
Dauring the past ten years, some 133 Neg.
roes have served on the faculties of 72
porthern and western universities, whereas
hitherto only a handful were so employed.
Negro scholars have been more recogmized

by national learned societies; in the past’

‘three or four years two have been elected
"as pgesidents and four as vice-presideats, in
addition to a large number serving on

official committees. State.supported and -

private universities in the southern states
have admitted Negroes to vacious curricula
without untoward incident. A receot poll
of the teachers in white universities.and
colleges in the South revealed that 68
per cent favour the immediate admission of
Negroes to their graduate and protessional
curricala. And especialiy significant, the
United States Bupreme Court for the first
time’has sgreed to review the ‘separate but
equal’ dictum and will render a decision on
the question of w,k’xether segregation is
-discrimination per se

BOOK REVIEWS

Past avp PrEsEnT By Parkhurst & Mair.
Pages 189, Macmillan & Co., Litd, Price
Bs. 1‘14-0.

In this book the authors give an interest.
ing account of the slow transformation
that has taken place in the arts and indas-
tries of the world, with special reference to
India. There are chapters on Indian
industries, Indian agriculture and Indian
fine arts, as they existed in the past and as
they are today. There are two chapters
more on India : one on India, the land of
wonders, and the other on ancient Indian
Universities. In an account of the seven
wonders of the ancient world, the reader is
taken to ancient Egypt, Greece and Rome,
The miracles of modern science are treated
in chapters on modern medicine, transport
and wireless. The lives of some pioneers
of science are then described. Travelling
gets its own share of attention, and there
are chapters on Marco Polo and some
heroes of the Antarctic.

The book is a valuable mine of informa-
tion and the facts are presented clearly and
interestingly. It will serve as a good text-
book for nondetailed study -in the high.
schools, ¢

There is a glossary of difficult words for
each lesson, and suggestive questions are
indicated.

Coorer’s Exarise Coursg, Book I. Second
Edition, K & J Cooper, Bombay. Pages
268, Price Re. 1-8. o

‘The reorganised scheme of education has
postponed the study of English to the firss
form, This means that the stady of English
will be begun by grown.up pupils who have
already learnt to read and write their
mother-tongue;  Primers suitable for
toddlers just beginning to learn the arts of
reading and writing will not suit them,

Messrs. K & J Cooper, the well known
educational publishers of Bombay, have
brought out this book primarily keeping in
view the needs of such: pupils. It is based
essentially on the new syllabus in English
for the reorganised secondary school courses
issued hy the Education Department of
Madras State. All the essential words listed
in the syllabas have been used. Starting
with the alphabet, the book takes the pupil
through & series of graduated exercises to
simple passages of prose and poetry. S8imple
exercises in grammar and composition are
given at the' end. A scheme is drawn,
suggesting how the study of the text and of
grammar can proceed along parallel lines,

In the preparation of this text book, the
publishers have drawn freely on many of
their previous text books in English, Every
attempt has been made to adapt them to -
the requirements of the present day. The
lessons are of graduated difficulty and varied
interest. The poems included have beem
selected with & view to their appeal to
Iudian‘children.

The book is profusely illustrated and
elegaatly printed and made up, We re-

commend its use in our lower secondary
classes.

Siauvar KaraMmatiat (Tamil) Second Book
By K, Sabanatha Mudaliar, Macmillan &
Co. Lt., Pages 54, o

This contains four simple stories aad is
intended for the third elass, Oae of them
is an iuteresting adaptation of the story of
Cinderalla, The language is dlear, lucid
and easy to follow, without pedantries of
any kind, The book is suitable for nons .
detaj pupils. The illustratiees
drawn and will appeal

whom the book ig
P
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“TOM MUNRO SAHEB";
Governor of Madras, A Portrait, with ¢ Sslection of his Lstiers,
By Prof. P. R. KRISHNASWAMI, M. A.
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Price Rs- 8/- cloth, Rs. 4/8 stitt.
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in his Re. No- 1507 J/47 to be purchased for all educational and public libraries.
OPINIONS
Sn C. RAIAGOPALACP{ARL ex-Governor-Ganeral of India, writes :
*I am going through your very interssting baok on Munro « . ., -
You have done well in producing this book"
Your excellent account of him—Professor G. M. TREVELY AN, Cambridge
Your work is an important contribution to Indlan Hlstory—SARDAH
K. M. PANIKKAR

Special literary interest attaches to Mr. Krishnaswamy's book as he puts forward

the theory that Thackeray modelled his Colonel Newgome in Newcomes on Munro’
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