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THE REAL VALUE OF SACRED BOOKS

By Sr1 M. A. NaRavaNA ITENGAR, MA:.B.L., DEPUTY DiREOTOR OF PUBLIC
3 INSTRUCTION: Mysore.

Practically all the important religions of
the world believe insacred books. To
Christians the infallible wisdom of Jesus

Christ, the incarnate God and Saviour of.

manpkind, is recorded in the New Testament
of the Holy Biblee The Mnhammadans
beliove that the Holy Quoran contains the
messages and commands of God, received
directly by-their prophet while in a state of
divine iospiration. The Tripitakas are

.sacred to the Buddhists becsuse they are

believed to centain the teachings of the

Buddha sfter his enlightenment, It isthe

faith of the Hindus that the Vedas (includ-
ing the Upanishads) were merely seen
(ie., discovered rather than composed) by
the 7ishis when in deep meditation. Hence
the Vedas are apaurusheya, not the work
of any human mind; eternal and sacred.

WEHY ARE THEY ,SACRED?

Now these books, reveremced as
sacred in various parts of the world by
millions of men for hundreds and

thousands of years, are believed to contain .

words of wisdom concerning the welfare of
people both here and hereafter. Men feel
a sense of mystery about life and the uni-
verse around them, and are anxious to
know their ‘destiny in shis life and after
deatl_:. The sacred books offer definite
soiutions to the fundamental problems they
raise, Again men feel themselves lost and
1nsigtificant in the midst of the - wonderfal
forces of Nature, and tend to regard with
LVI—-6-1 ’ ) ‘

awe the universe and the mighty invisible
being called God, who is creating, sustaining
and destroying it, working from bshind g
screen, as it were. The sacred books fur-
nish them with visible symbols for praying
to, worshipping and serving this invisible
God. And the prophets whose teachings
are recorded in the holy books, are deemed
as incarnations of God or as.approaching
Him in their powers and qualities. The
Nature.worship and ancestor worship, fre-
quently inculcated by sacred books, satisfy
deep cravings of the religious sense in man.
Words and phrases and sentences from
such books are used for purposes of prayer,
philosophical reflections, meditation as
mantras etc. with a view to ensure pro-
sperity in life and welfare beyond death,
In° course of tlme superstitions are
developed about the sacred books. Belief
in their doctrines aond observances is con-

tinued, sometimes even against reason, for

fear that disbelief might bring disaster.
Commentaries grow oa them, and new
traditions are developed, intensifying faith
in them and celebrating the miraculous
powers of the original prophets and the

_later teachers- deriving their powers and

inspiration from them. Scnolars, priests
and churches, either out of fanatucal faith
or from self-regarding motives, maintain
faith in the sacred books by propaganda
and the organisation of social worship and
spiritual practices. Sometimes Kiogs and
administrators (both democraticand aristo-
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ceatic) come under their influence or take up
their role and use the governmental maoch-
inery to enforce faith in the sacred books,
their doctrines and their prophets by edu.
cational, economio, social and political in-
fluences.

The group worship, ceremonies .and
festivals prescribed in the sacred books
add to their prestige and influence, These
afford both solace and recreation to the
people, ‘ :

Tre CONTENTS OF THE SACRED BooOxs

Each sacred bock describes the legendary
history of its prophet and the race to whom
he preached, and the lives and miraculous
powers of his successors. The doctrines
of the prophet regarding God and the uni-
verse and their interpretations form the
most important section of the sacred book.

On these are based methods of worship laid

down in the book, KElementary philoso-
phical ideas about the relations between
God and the universe and the men, snimals
and plants therein are found in tae doctrin.
es and rituals inculcated by the sacred
book. Ethical and moral ccdes, and
history and science as known in the age of
the prophet sare also embodied thera.
Bocial organisation from the religious
standpoint is exhaustively dealt with, and
sanitary laws and rules about marriage
~ and familisl relations prescribed. In short
the sacred book deals with all aspects of
life, individual and social, economie and
political and with a religions background
and in & manner quite opposed to the
gpecialising and sanalytical tendencies of
modern times.

Tur BENEFITS FROM SACRED BoOOKS

One of the greatest services rendered by

the sacred book is its promotion of social
unity smopg its followers. It has done
more for this than language, government
or culture. The social worship prescribed by
it (like fasts and feasts, and temple’ and
church rites) has promoted social solidarity.
When religious influence and political
power meet in asingle inspired leader, his
followers make phenomenal progress

politically and culturally, The fundamental
ethica] principles, enshrined in the precepts
of the sacred books promote individual
and social happiness, discourage selfishness
of all kinds and encourage self sacrifice and
seif-control, They are more influential
than precepts deduced from economics,
politics, philosophy or literature. They
have added to the joy of life by opening
out the way. to aesthetic experience and
reduced the burden of sorrow by offering
the solace of prayers and meditations,

Sacred books have exercised- a notable
educative and civilising influence in his-
tory. 'Their -study has resulted in the
xpansion of knowledge among the masses
and in the progressive differentiaion of
different branches of koowledge found
mixed up in them, The germs of philoso-
phical ideas found in them have led to
most of the well known systems of
philosophy in the . world, Fine arts
have flourised under- their -inspiration
Poetry, music, sculpture, architecture and
painting have all developed jrom sacred
books. Savages and backward-races have
often been brought within the pale of civi-

-lisation by religicus propaganda and pro-
-selytisation, Commercial, political and co-
lonial expansion have often owed . much to

sacred books, - o

In the hands of the modern student, the
sacred books have yielded much valuable
information about early civilisations. They

have also led to the formulation of the new

sciences of comparative religion and philo-
sophy. These in turn have stimulated
movements of reform within each religion
endeavouring to separate its essentials
from non-essentials. A new spirit of world
brotherhood and international harmony
has developed in modern times, based on
the common essentials and psychological
principles of all religions- The philosopby
of religion has now cleatly defined its prov-
ince and distinguished it from history,
science and sociology on the one side and
philosophy on the other.
THEIR BARMFUL EFPFECIS .

The sacred books are however not with-

out harmfuyl effects in history. Their
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praise or the infinite power of God has
enccuraged unhealthy fear and a whole

“host of superstitions based on it. The
.aversge man hae often found a justification

for his indolence in a fatalistic faith in
God's overrnling will. He has tried to
seek even ‘material welfare through rites
and added to the influence and power of
fanatical or selfish priests, Narrow faith
in the sacred books has curbed freedom of
thought in sciences and arts, in philosophy
and history. The persecution of great
scientists and philosophers by the Christian
church from the 14th to the 16th centuries
shows the work of the sacred book against
knowledge and culture. Religious fanati-
cism has also led to widespread conquests
forcible conversions, destruction of healthy
varieties of religious belief, the encourage-

.ment of cruel persecutions, the enthrone- -

ment of dogma and the enforcement of &
dead uniformity in religious belief. The
growth of numerous sects, each claiming

_infallibilty and displaying ingenuity in-text

torturing, is another  evil effect of irrational

belief in sacred books. Not infrequently’

sectarianizm has resulted in fiercs civil wars
Attention should also be drawn to the other-
worldly aititude encouraged by the sacred
books and the pessimism they often pre-
ach, This hasled tothc discouragement
of human enterprise and has often held up,
if not arrested, progress,

CoNOLUSION

Both in India and the world outside
a new outlook on life and religion is called
for., The two world wars have caused
untold miseries tothe people in the West
excepting probably to the United States
and to a lesser extent to Russia. - Though
wa have recently won our independence
the partition of Bengal and the Punjab
resulted in brutal ontbursts of communal
violence, from whose after-effects we have

-not yet recovered. In these circumstances,

we have to think deeply about our attitude
to sacred books, '

Are we to eschew them altogether? Or
are we to accept them, urging their weight
and worth by the political and military
power of the nations adhering to them?
Should we judge them carefunlly, retaining
what is good and giving up’ what is harm-
ful in them? These are one set of gmest-
ions- requiring study, Then we have to
determine what the sacred books of India
are, which of them possess sternal and uni-
versal value and which of them oaly
sectarian or temporary value.” Again, what
should be the value attached to our dif-
erent sacred books and the traditional
religious institutions and practices based on
them, in our National  Reconstructi:n
programme? I -propose to deal with these
problems in another essay, :

= ]

SOME THOUGHTS ON HEALTH EDUCATION

Rao SamiB T, N, 8. RacEAvVACcHARI B.A+ Retired Public Health Bactericlogist,
St.. Thomas Mount,

" $¢'THE ' modern apprbéch to heslth

' ' ipcreasingly stresses personal res-
ponsibility and to this - end Health Educa-

tion should include a knowledge of germs °

and bow they are cpread, of physiology and

“how. to apply it, and of bioclogy in its

impcrtence to- the welfare of man”, (C.F.
Brockington), Public Health is an abstract
iden end is not surrqunded by the glamonr
or drama of disease, Newspapers can write
whole columns of accounts relating to the

saving of life by an eminent surgeon o
physician called as. a last hops by anzious
parents to their cohild's bedside or about
‘some novel operation on the heatt or brain.
There is little or no existing news value in
the activities of Public Hsalth, )

In Great Britain, public health bsgan
with the empbasis lai: on environumental
ganitation and prevention of infeatious
disease, It wassomatime bsfore the pabli¢
bealth began to widen the meaning of



110 THE EDUCATIONAL REVIEW

environment to include the personal hygiene
of the individual and the detection of
dicease even in its earlier stages.

The present century has hitherto been
devoted alinost entirely to the development
of personal health services to supplement
the envirobmental health services of the
last century, This second period of public
hesith advancement has resnited in the
formation, progress and improvement of
maternity snd child welfaré services, tuber.
culosis control, venereal disease service and
the school-health service,

The last and most important of these, the
school health service, has succeeded in
bringing together the teacher, doctor and
nurse to devote their whole-hearted
attention to the growing child, and in
bringing their influence, singly and jointly,
to bear on the parent and the child. One
of the great advances of this glorious period
of public health is the development of
Health Education on sound lines coupled
with a greater understanding of the social
aspects of diseases. Education in Public
Health should therefore focus its thought
on a healthy community of happy families

with healthy children on whose faces a.

perennial smile and glorious health should
always gleam and shine brighily. They

should be considered a necessary evil (a3 it .

bas a bad psychological influenca for
children). All institations should be regarded
only as part of the machinary which
supports proper couatry life e.g., materaity
homes for those who: cannot hava a baby

born in their own homes or sanatoria to
provide for people who constitute a source -
of infectioniand danger to the communitly

School health should be centred on the
Sohool 3§ eye testing, -dental care, and
diagnosis given to children, not as khospital
events but as part of the normal process
of keeping fit and healthy and should be
associated with the teaching of positive
health and hygiene in Schools. This
Scheme which was in vogue in England
and yielded such good results in the advances
ment of the children’s health and well«
being, should be introduced withnut
further ado into our $Schools. Only then

could we expect any real and abiding result -

in the direction of child health improve-
ment.

'EDUCATION AND THE FUTURE OF INDIA .
CrANDRA SEXHAR MOHAPATRA, Assistant Teacher, Orient Paper Mills High School, "
'Brajra;'nagqr._ - o

NOTABLE change in the theory and
practice of education was effected after
the great thinker and philosopher. Roussean
wrote, " Begin to study more carefally
your pupils; for most probably you know

. naught about them.” 8ince then, it has

become commonplace to say that the
teacher as weil as the parents should have
& clear knowledge of psychology. The
saying “If you have to teach John Liatin,

you must know John as well as Liatin™ is a

good one, and clearly points out the moral
that the child whom we want to educate
should be thoroughly understood; as a
mechanic should know the differsnt parts
of his machine and their fuonctions. If he
does mob know that, he is liable to get

either fatal - injury or incomplete response
from the potential capacities of his
machinery, If a man, giving himself the
airs of a chemist, brings a flame near
hydrogen, he would not only meet with'a

serious explosion but also spoil the valuable .

materials with. which other useful things
could have bsen made., Such is the case
with the teachers and parents, who should
know their children fully ‘before frying to

deal with them either for their education

or for any other purpose. : )

We very often hear the sweet-sounding
words that the children are the future
hopes of the country,” But how many of
us do really keep them in our minds, when
we are called to discharge the sacred duly

e

of dealing with the child? How many of
us do really think for a while, when our
children or pupils ask some irritating
questions putting us at our wits’ end ? Who
caves-for thousands of backward and dull
pupils in schools where they live like
.despised insects? Is this'the way in which
they should be treated? Do they not
possess latent capacities which will blossom
forth in the future with sweet and ever
extending scent ? Bat, sorry to say, though
they are spoken of nicely in words, they
fail to get themse'ves adjusted properly in
this country where .the department saffers
continual cuts in finances, :

We have not jyet realized the value of
proper, education, and it will take more

than hslf a century to do that. The child
- is in continual restraint always and he gets

thrashes and blows several times a day.
He is forced to “ply his books diligently"
all day long in order to get a certificate
which is one of the most hopeless testi.
monies of his ability. Parents are ignorant
and illiterate, and the_ teachers are ill paid,
starving and half naked. Therefore, no
one cares for the child’s rest, play or exer-
cise, and there is none to see whether the

child keeps company with bad or good -

friends. Moreover, the condition of many
children is so pitiable that it is very difficult
for them to get'a morsel of bread regularly
for keeping their physical energy in proper
working condition, even after working very
hard for eight to twelve - hours a day.
Some of them are compelied to work with
their parents, when they reach the third
year of pheir life, and others enter into the
gervitude as *boys”. Malnutrition and mal-

adjustment, over-exercise and physical
strain, disease and merciless treatment

have marred our future, and that is the
reason why only five percent of the
children survive after their fifth year of
lifa, “The child is the father of man,”
Therefore what we do presently for the
child would bear fruit in the future, .It
would be better for the Government to
begin to mobilise its resources for introducs
ing an effective, well balanced and suitable
system of 8ducation than to build hundreds

* EDUCATION AND THE FUTURE OF INDIA 11

of factories to industrialize the country in a
centralized and top-heavy manuaer,

Most of the child’s time is spent either
in the school or its home, therefore, two
groups of persons are responsible: for
moulding its character. First and foremost
is the responsibility of the parents with
whom the child remains after his birth,
Then it comes in contact with teachers
when he begins to go toschool. 8o the
parents and the.teachers are the makers
and developers of the child. But the condi-
tion of the parents in India is no less
miserable than that of the child, India is
*heading the list for infant mortality, Most
of the people are illiterate, and when we
speak of parents, we semetimes mean a boy
of seventeen and a girl of thirteen in this
country, The idea of getting healthy
citizens for the future is ‘laughable, and
more laughable is the idea of sending them
to psychological training centres for the
“purpose of making them conscious of their
situation. Hven werse is the conditions of
the so called ''builders of the nation”, who'
are poor, neglected, and not properly trained
and eddcated, Most of the schools -are
ill-ventilated, ill-equipped, and unhealthy.

8o far we have described the present
regrettable condition of Indian child. As
wo are free now and have elready lost the
good old advantage of finding fault with
others for our “wretched condition, it is
high time to begin work which will yield
something essential and lead us to the top
of civilization.. We havs to perform the -
great task of preparing the future genera.
tions of our country in a manner un-
precedented and unsurpassed. India in the
past had - magnifioent glory and she muss
have that in the future. The conditions:

- prevalent have been changed, and now wa

are undergoing a great materialistic revolu.
tion thit has turned men jnto miachines
and threatens to swallew up the very musig
of lifes We should, therefore, prepars ous
children for achieving two objests.in theie
lives. Firstly, they should be efficient
encugh to push themselves forward in ths
modern chactic struggle for existoneqy
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Becondly, they should live as happily and
wisely as the great ancient citizens of India.

Now, the government as well as the
public, should join their hands to introduce
an effective system of education. Firstly,
each and every child of India, at its proper
sge, must be tested psychologically and
placed in the career for which it is efficient,
This must be done freely by the govern.
ment. Secondly, basic educatipn should at
once be introduced instead of the preseat
system of education, at all cost, Thirdly,
scientific child-development centres should
be started for the adjustment of the dull

and backward children throughout the.

country. Fourthly, maids and bachelors
should undergo a course of psychological

training before their marriage in order-to
ensure the healthy and acecarite develop-
ment of their children, This may souad
paradoxical, but it is none the less important

as parents ignorant of the behaviour of

their own children may stand in the way

‘of their healthy - development. Fifthly ,

trained and efficient teachers who are
really interested in their profession, should
be employed to guide the child in the best
possible manner and they should bs daily

paid and respected.” Lastly, intelligent ra. -

search in the theory and practice of educa-
tion and psychology should be sncouragsd
and research centres should be started
throughout the country so .as to study and
remedy the practical diffieulties,

COMMERCIAL EDUCATION
By Sn1 T.L.N. Arra Rao, Amalapurem.

HE importance of commerce in the

modern economic structure, specially

of India, a progressive cotintry, need not be
rouch emphasizad,

2. Many a man, including the man in
the street, makes it an hoocurable living,
It is a national necessity to make commer-
cial life an organic structure. Realizing
this, the Government of MNadras started
many years ago the imparting of commercial
instruction through an institution run by
them at Calicut, The subjects for commer-
cial technical examinations. prepared there
were typewriting, shorthand, book-keeping,
banking and accountancy, theory and
practice of commerce and commersial
geography, Finding that this school was
not quite sufficient and adequats to improve
the commercial aptitude of the students, the
Educational Department introduced com.
mercial subjects in Secondary Education in
1811-12, 1In‘addition to this the Eduoa-
tional Department have been recognizing
commercial courses in secondary sohools
to train up students for Government
Technical Ezaminationa, Persons with
‘koowledge of typewriting -and shorthand

have also taken up the duty of coaching
students privately for Government examina-
tions in these subjects. This has inoreased
to such a large exteat in the present day
that every big town contains at least a

- dozen inmstitutes of this type training at -

least 100 students in all for each of the

two examinations held by the Government

in April and October every year.

3. Butin spite of the pains and tﬁe'

earnestness of the-instructors, one thing has
to be noticed-that they are not in & position

to impart in§truction in the manner required
, by the curriculum, This results in a high
percentage of failures at Government

Technical Examinations, -

4, From this it is;q-uite evident that

there are a large number of pupils ready,

willing and desirous to underge training in

some or all of the commercial subjects,
provided there are ‘adequate facilities -in
recognised institutions, ' o :

§ The Government of Madras in

introducing the. reorganised scheme, have
-shown themselves well aware of the desic-
ability and nenessity of imparting a mora .

A'SCHOOL WITH A DIFFERENOE s

thorough, vivid and wide course of Com-
mercial Training and have provided for a
secretarial course in the Secondary Educa-
tion, But this does not mean, nor does

- the Government contemplate, the removal

of the sbolition of the commercial course
adopted previously or of the Technical
Examinaticns of the Government of
Madras. .

6. The introduction of the secretarial
course in the Secondary Schcols is consider-
ed a more cxpensive and a less feasible

_aspect even now (four years after the

drafting of the Reorgapised or Bifurcated
Courses), As an example, any particular
District in the Madras Presidency -may be
studied in this light, In the East Godavari
District, which has about 24 High Schools,
both private and public. The commercial
subjects were caught previously in about
9 schools. But with the introduction of
the reorganized Scheme of Education the
Secretarial course is likely to be introduced
only in about 3 schools. :

7. Considering the facts mentioned
above, the possibility and the feasibility of

students acquiring commercial knowledge

is minimised and is even negatived in a
large number of centres in the District,
To add to this, it is likely that the services
of persons capable of imparting instruction

in commercial ‘subjects will be terminated-

and mapy of them " may be thrown out of
employment. The present state of affairs
is rather perplexing, both to the student and
the instructor and embarrassing to the
public. There is a remedy for this as
suggested above, in para 4.

8. The Educational Department can
recognite schools of Commerce or Type-
writing and Shorthand Institutes attached
to Secondary - Schools so as to enable the
retention of Commaercial Instructors already
in service, and even the.-feasibility of
absorbing qualified Commercial Instructors,
At the same time this will enable a large -
number of students to qualify themselves
in any one or more of the commercial
subjects without the necessity of their
joining the Secretariat Course. The crea-
tion of such facilities will give wider
Commercial Education, though not an
intensive and complete study as contem-

. plated by the secretarial course. At the

same time, this. method of approach would
be useful to the institutions themselve} in
augmenting. their financial resources and
supply sufficient trained mea to man the
offices.

9, Coming to the consideration of the
abolition of commercial sabjects in Secon-
dary Schools, from June 1950, it is believed
that in the East Godavari District & com-
mercial instructors who are in permanent
employment—would be turned oat of
service and about 30 typswriters together
with accessories and furniture purchased
out of educational grants will have to be
idle or disposed of,

10, In these days of paucity of techni.
cians and persons with technical skill, it is
a pity that the existing (facilities for
commercial education should be curtailed
in any way and that qualified technical
men thrown out of employment for no
fault of their own. :

Z
¢

' THERE isa new and unusual boarding-

school at Ottershaw, near Chertsey in
the English county of Surrey, where 120

" boys are taking part in a ‘remarkable

educational experiment, It has been opened

to give opportonities of boarding-school

* A SCHOOL WITR A DIFFERENCE
. By Mg. A.E, }?‘oor

life to children who otherwise would not
receive this experience,

This is a sequel to the 1944 Educatjon
Act of Eagland and Wales, when it became
the legal responsibility of the local educa-
tion authorities to provide boarding educa-
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tion for pupils for whom it was considered
desirable by their parents or by the looal
authoritles themselves to have this type of
educatiop, Since the 1944 Act, local
anthorities bave arranged to send some
“such boys to the independent schools
(known as Public Schools) and in a few
places to boarding-houses aftached to
State.-maintained grammar schools,

But in all these' cases the education was
of a more academic type, and the new
cbligation meant that boarding education
must also be available to children whose
interests were not chiefly of this natare.

The Surrey County Council was the
first local authority to fulfil the new condi-
tions, when, in 1947, it bought a disused
mansion with an estate of about 148 acres

at Ottershaw, The next year it was opened.

as a secondary boarding-school for boys and
the experiment began, About half the
boys follow the curriculum of a grammar
school, and the other half follow “& less
academic course. .

One bundred and twenty boys have now
been accommodated at the school which in
a few years' time is likely to be able to
take 300 boys. They represent a wide
sccial range.- Tuition is free, but parents
coptribute t0 & boy's board, unless their
inccme is under £300 a year., Most of the

pupils are Surrey lads, but 20 per cent. of .

the places can be claimed by other local
authorities. Sikty per cent. of the boys
come from homes where, perhaps, because
of the illness or the death of a-parent,
boarding-schocl life is more suitable for
them, Others go to Ottershaw because
they wish it or their parents desire it.

Roous FirTep as STuDIES

Masters and boys live in the school § the
boys sleep in the mansion’s former bed.
rocms and each group of bedrooms has
ample up-to-date toilet appoiniments. Four
of the downstairs rooms have been fitted as
studies for the boys, where each lad has a
desk with a cupboard and a screen for
privacy. .

The large ball has been fitted as a
gymeasium-and can be used, too, for bat

and ball games. The changing rooms are

equipped with showers and there is an
ind>or swimming-pool. The grounds have
playing felds for football and cricket:
there.are tennis and squash racquet courts
and jumpiog pits for athletes. '

Hach boy is allotted to the special care of
one of the nine assistant masters, who ig
called his tator. A boy will stay with the
same tutor for the greater part of the time
_he 1s at Ottershaw, and he takes a real
interest in his welfare. He has to try to
develop the boy’s own personal sense of
responsibility for which the school’ discipli-
pary system is designed, This system
provides no punishment in the ordinary
sense of the word, but by bringing the boy
in frequent contact with those who show
they have a real concern for his perfor-
mance, endeavours to .make him feel a

sense of contrition when he has been at
fault.. :

If a boy is habitually u-n[.)unctual. forget-
ful or indisciplined, the Headmaster sees
bim and withdraws some special privilege

“for a week. DBut it is restored at the end

of that time if the boy has a clear record.
The prefects who are responsible - for the
preservation” of proper standards of be-
haviour outside school hours, also have the
power to withdraw some privileges, but
they must keep & record of these which is

seen by the Headmaster, .He also meets

the prefects together once a week to discuss
their difficulties, .

RECORD OF PROGRESS |
Every tutor gives a boy under his

_supervision, & board on which the masters
record the lad’s progress at his work, and

this is seen at the end of each three weeks

by the tutor. When the term is over, a

full report of the boy's work and his
attainment at games is sent tq his parents, . .

Enpglish, Mathematics, History, Geo-
graphy, Science and either Liatin or French .
are included in the school curricalum.

Boys are arranged- in classes for those .

subjects according to their ability, that is to
say, a boy goes into a different class for
Mathematics and Science than for English

.~ - BOOK REVIEWS m
. f;ablés, sweep the house, polish the furni-
ture and floors, distribute stores, aot 88
house orderlies ani, in fact, .do many ]c’)bs
which in othér sohools are undertaken by
paid labour.

subjects, Thosa who have mo bent for
foreign linguages are sllowed to spend

"~ more time in the workshops or on art. Bgt
_.all boys spend school periods on divinity,

citizenship, art and physical training. They
are not grouped for these according to their
sge but rather by their maturity, -

- The boys have organised  games Or ath-

Jotics in which they @re coached by a
master fcur afternoons 8 week ; every boy,
in addition, devotes an afternoon a week to
estate work of which there are various
kinds. Some prepare the sports grounds,
or cultivate the formal garden peag the
house, or woi k for the Ycung Farmers' Club
The boy is taught to be useful. for squads
of youngsters Jsy and clear the dining

4
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LienT sx0 Siaur -BY F.R. ViwsLL Pp 72,
MeirHusN & Co, Loxpos Priox 3sh.
. CLusH BOaRDS 4sh. ' -

 This is a volume in the interesting and
stimulating series of ‘Life acd Bclence
beoks upder the geperal editorship of

"_Mr. Patrick Thornhill: The entire series '

is based on a new way of teaching science.
* From miatters which fall ordinarily within
the experience of tbe sindents, the books
- proceed to describe first simple aod then
more complex experiments. JIa this way a

- - general background’ is bwlt up, leading to
- - the enunciation of simpie scientific laws.
At the end of each book, under the caption,
"Now I Know', we have a summary of the

important facts and principles taught id the
course of the book, . ' '

The approach to the subject is fresh and
lively. This book extends over the field of

- more than one science~—physics, astronomy,
" pbysiology, botany and chemistry. Its value
is further enhanced by numerous clear aod

e A . . . . N d . ’
interesting illustrations 1gcludxnggcoloure  being. brought about thron guont Indis

" gtar-map. :
LVI=6—-2 _
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fn addition to these essential parts of 'the

school ~ organisation, there are various
gncieties such as the modelling club, ‘the.
Youog. Farmers' Club, and others for

chess; stamp-collecting pla:y-ljeading, fishing,
keeping pets, radio and printing.

Ottershaw, which may. ‘w\e!l be‘A ﬁ;e
prototype of otber schools of its kind, i3
doing much good work in training lads who
will be the citizens of the Britain of
to-morrow, .

BOOK REVIEWS

‘We commend- this book to the teachets
of science 1o our sohools. :

TaE)veHETs oN FEM Lt EDUC . TION IN INDIA.
By buI JagaNn.tHE MajUMDaRs HEaDs
. MasTER, J.N. ACADMY DERH .MPURE
(BErgaL) Pr. 63. N.M. Ra¥ CHOWDHURY
& Co. Lup., 72 HagsisoN Roap,
Carcurra 9. Price Rs 2

~ In this bock, Mr, Majumdar makes &
strong plea for & type of education for
Indisn women which will not uosex them,
-He supports his positicn by .referen'ce to the
_biological and psychological  differences
between- men and . womeo and to the
i)ractice of several Huropean States."wh:xcb
aifferentiate between the 8exes 10 the
curricala and courses of education. The
fashion nowadays in Iadia is for the same
kind of curriculum to be imposed oo both
boys and girls. Bnt the point of vizw of
educatiopists like Mr, Masjuwndar ocaomot
be ignored. Itis to be noped toat in the
radical reforms in education which are
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a matiefactory solution will be found for
the problem of educatiog Indian women.

Mr, Majumdar has given a brief historioal -

snrvey of women's edocation in India from
the.age of the Vedas downwards. ' Here he
seems to have relied too much on Western
views of Hindu culture. 'We may note for
instance that his interpretation of Parashu-
rama'’s treatment of Karna is not correct,
Parashurema had a personal vendetta against
the Kshatriyas for murdering his father.
That is why he refused to teach them
archery. XKarna tried to deceive Parashu.
ramsa sbout his Kshatriya parentage, gat
found out and suffered.in consequence. The
. incident bas nothing to do with any dis-
abilities imposed on Kshatriyas or Vaishyas
in the matter of education, Again Valmiki’s
Ramayana koows nothing of the magic
circle (within which Sita W& confined at
Panchavati), And the episode in later poetry
is hardly weighty evidence in favour of the
slleged degradation of women in the epio
. age. It isan astounding statement tbat this
alleged degradation- placed them in “the
rank of the untouchables’, Nor were the
Buddhists feminists, No one in Indian
-history viliied women as much as the
Buddhists in their zeal for asceticism. The
"disappearance of Buddhism from India
raised rather than lowered women's statuos.
‘It is sgain incorrect to speak of caste being
unknown to the Vedas, when we have the
evidence of the famous Purusha sukta,

The book on the whole is thought-provok-
ing and worth the earnest attention of all
policy-makers in education.

UsBaN GroGrargy By PROFESSOR GRIFFITH

“TavLor, D.So. B.E, WITH A FRONII-
SPIECE aRD 300 PLANS AND DIAGRAMS, Pp.
439 prus xv. MeraueN & Co. Lrb,
- L.oNDOX 25 SHILLINGS,

Dr. Grifith Taylor has written another
unusual and important work., As is well
kEnown, he is not merely a geographer of
distinction but also an ‘aathority on ethno-
logy and anthropology ; and his interests
- include meteorology and geology as well,
It is becanse of the wide range of his

studies and interests that he has been
enabled to writs out "this volume on urban
geography, the meeting point of geography,
history, polities, economics and sociology.

The subtitle to the /book describes it as

“astudy of site, evolution, pattern and

classifioation in villages, towns and cities.”
The book is divided into three parts. The
first deals with typical settlements in each
of the seven continents, the early.stages of
settlements, land surveysand geaaral phases
of the evolution of towns,  Holding the
view that temperature is an even more
important _determiner than rainfall, he
chooses seven sample settlemasnts, one from
each continent and located between the pole

and the Equator and at: about ten degrees.

of latitude apart from one another. The
second part of the book is historical and
discusses changes in site and pattern from
the Neolithic to the modern age. Here in
one chapter, prehistoric and. oriental towns
are lumped together. Indian readers will
note with interest that Delhi seems the
most interesting Indian city to Dr. Tuylor
and is one of the four - oriental cities chosen
for study.. The third part discusses tope-
graphical and other controls. Here we have
studies of plain-towns, river towns, sea-
ports, lake-ports, mountain-towns, religions
centres: holiday resorts, and planaed cities,
Then we bave chapters on regional suryeys

.and classifications of towns, -

Every chapter of the book is interesting'

and packed with original thought and -

interpretation. Particular mention, how=

ever may be made of Dr, Taylor's formulas

for description of towns, and his accoanat of

the five ages of towns and seven stages in -

the evolution of a city of over 50,0u0.

Alert students and teachers of geography.
will find this book stimulating.’ Even
administrators. and politicians may “fiad
wisdom in some of the lessons it triés to

teach. They will learn for iastance that

the type of local administration now.
obtaining in India is not the only pessible
oae and that there are other types (the.

burgomaster, the city manager, the board -
of commissioners eto) Are we wise, Wo -

pook REVIEWS - - i1f

insy ask ourselves -after studying -this
book, in sllowing ambitions politicians
to go ‘on adding to the bulk and responsibi-
lities of our large cities ? Can Madras, for
instance, afford the swollen proportions it
bas recently and proudly acquired ?

Dr. Taylor poses many problems, some

- for the first time. Not all are answered.
- But the statement of the problems them-

selves is of first rate importance. There is

ample scope for similar work being done in

Indis, which is rich in every kind of human

settlement from tha Nedlithic to the

paleotechnic. :

Uxper THE RED RoBE By Stanley J. Wey-
man ; .abridged and simplified by B.M.
Chester : With four illustrations and a
map by C.H,G. Moorhouse, Pp. 140.
‘Oxford University Press.

Unkind eritics of Stanley Wayman used
to dub him a Pseudo-Dumas, There is little
doubt however that he gives to English

- readers something like the authentic thrill
- .of Dumas, The hero of Under the Red Eobe

is a contemporary of 1’Artagnan, -and
introduces us to other aspects of Richelieu’s
tortuous diplomacy. The chmax of the

pavel with its skdfal use of the famous

Day of Dupes has often been admired. As
for characterisation, at least Gil do Berault
comes to life.

The abridgement necessarily - takes away
something from the glamour of Richelieu’s

" France and the sinister mystery surround-

ing the Cardinal mmself. But 1t keeps the
.progress of the-story clear. An indispens-
able aid to the understanding of the plot
is given in the brief historical introduction.

" Questions and illustrations add to the

_value of the book.  We consider it suitable
.for non-detasrled study. in bigh scnool

. olusses

Oxrorp NaviNa GawitaM (in Tamil) By
R. Narasimhachari, M.A,, L. T, Books I to
IV for Forms I to IV. Oxford Uaiversity
Press. Price’ Rs. 1-4, 1-8, 1-8 and 1-12

_ respectively. ‘
This series of books in Elementary

-Mathematics is based on the 1949 syllabus.

The anthor who is a well known mathe~
maties teacher in the city, has used modern
and yp to date methods in writing these
books. -The problems and questions do not”
stand in vacuo, but are closely related to
every day life. The industrial. and econo-
mic life of India receives its fair share of
attention in problem settiog, as suggested in
the syllabus, Diagrams and iliustrations
are clear and helpfal.

The technical terms approved by the
Government have been used exclusively.
An index of such terms- with their equiva.
lents in English is given at the end of each

- volume,

We have great "pleasure in commending
this book to the attention of teachers of
mathematics all over the State.

Mobexn ENGLISE GRAMMAR AND CQMPOSITION,
Book 11 for Forms V & VI by D. Samuel,
M.A, L.T. Pp. 247, Tne Edncational
Publishing Co, Madras 6 Pages 247
Price Rs 2-4, .

Thisis a good text book on grammar
and composition according to the latest
syllabus.  The subjest 1s clearly and
easily dealt with. Che diffcuaities of the
average studeat are Kept 1o view aad
-provided for, Tnere is an interesting
chapter on tragslation into aad {rom Tamul.
The model essays included at tha end
are from & sories of travel sketches
contributed by Mc. M. Rutonaswamy daring
a tour of Hurope in 1948,

An index at the end would prove helpful
to students and teachers alike. :
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137 Love aXp Non-VIoLeNoE

~ In those in whom the qualify of Sattva i is
prepotent, the fundamental values will
‘manifest themselves as )
violence. The promotion of the fanda-
meutal values in those forms shonld bs
bmong the parposes of a Uuaversity, It
should help 1ts members to look through
and beyond the differeccss, penetraty’ and
reach the inoermost depths- of experieace
and get a ghmpse of the Ideatity which 1s
all-pervasive. . This can be realised by the
iotensive and undistracted pursuit of any
sub]ect whatever. Tais is the fandamental
or u timate value of research. For the roots

of all subjects strike at the same identical’

primordial pattern. Such a realisation of
- Identity will make hatred and violence

purposeless3 and love and non-violence -

will be the only gossibility, Those who are
spiritually awakensd attaina these values
spuntaneously. Those who work persistent-
ly with their intellect and pursue some
subject inteusively, arrive at these values
ulumately, A fundsmental purpose of
Universities is to pruv:de the opportuanity for
such a pursms

14 'l‘mmmon AND COLTURE

While the fundamental values stem from
the nouwenal, they manilest thewmselves
in the phenomenal world 1a local and
temporal torms determined. by a licited
coniext, Forms so lucalised 1. time aad
space and the social practices and outlook
based on such localised formns of funda-
. meantal values, consatate caiture. IPhere 1s
& certain specificily 10 the culsturs of the
diferent human groups, waich persists

tbrougn long ages. Tais coasututes nauonal

culture. 'l‘ramuou 18 the chanael theougn

which natiooal cultare 18 passed on from
gede:auou to geueration, Lo this process,
-it gols loaded witn oertain accreticns.. Such
8CCreilons are sOlsiie caused by a mis-

undersisuding Of & tradition through the -

saapping of some of the elements 1a its true
coutext, Often, tae acorstions due to such
misnnderstandiogs envelope and hide the

love and noaos"

geauine tradition and become ‘petrifisd

encrustrations in course of time, It is the
function of the Unaiversities, in which the

- enlightened souls of a nation congregata, to

break down suca coanstractions from time to
time and releases the pristine glow ot the
true tradition to irradiate the lfe of the
nation.
by the Universities, we have to remember
that national traditicas are netcher wholly
good nor whally bad, .Taey are usdally &
mixture, They are a blind of sease and
noosease. Ta aliow them to die togethsr
on account of our aversion to the latter i3
liks throwiag the biby away- with the
bath-water. Thab is certainly weong Itis
equally wroag to -perpstuate bth’ of them
alike.

make a comparative study of -other cultaral
group,.‘ conserve what 13 essential and

In tho discharge of this fuaction

. Itis the duty of the Uaiversities'to -
dlacnmm&te, use the search-light of reason
in relation to tne latest phase of koowleige, .

eternal in the nation’s owsn culture, elimi.

nate from it what is outmoded, earich’it by
absorbiog Wnat 1s apposite id otner oultures,

_and thus work towacds cultural eclecticism.

141 PURIFIVATION AND GUARDIANSHIP

According to Iadian tradition, it is the

duty of Uuniversities.to set the. nocms of,

Iite and to be dot oply the guardians of
‘national tradition but also the unprovers of
the samo,  Itis oy punfying teanitioa that

tney can be trus gaardians of oultuze,”

Indian traditioa does oot nowever aktrioats

owmatpotsnds to Universities 1a this maikter,
Lais 13 pacanse Uutversicies, waoion are but

creattons of sociesy, caa oaly helg tae slow -

evoiu.ton of soctasy, Lasy caaaot oring
aboat sudden wmatawoas e desteoy tha axist.

g sootal order 1a aa oxglosive way. Soslal -

Lorces may oo rare  occastons gain an iotens

sity beyoas tne oapacity of Univarsities,

Tney could be narnessed, and the metamoc-
paoss of soaifty could ve effected oaly by
an owalpoten. ugsucy. As the Gita patsit,
oo sucn vogasions 1§ 15 for Gud Hiwmaself ta
come down to eatth and eatablisa a new

order and & new oultare and mmate a new.

N

- w

- burning 1(5 god-men as witghes..

tradition. Except on such . cataclysmal
_ occasions, it is the duty of Uaiversities to
" guard and porify natiosal “tradition and
calture and thereby helpsocml evoluation, -

142 SPEOIAL BESPJNSIBILm IN
CONTEMPORARY INDIA
" In the present age, when India is awaken-

i

“ing after a long spell of sleep, the Indian

universities have a special duaty in regard
10 the nation’s culture'and tradition. During

_ her last rest-period, ‘her calture and tradi-

tion had beea pat 1nto test tabes; as 1% wers,
and stadied out of their natural setting by
persons, of alien cultnre withont the help of
an internal and intimate knowledge of their
trne meaning and sigaificance. . Even
something worse has happened,
the sons of the soil, without- spiritual
stamioa, bat endowed with inteilectual .
ability had confounded the foreigneis by
by out.heroding Hcrod, They had been
unable to escape the overwhelming pressure
caused by contact with a different culture.
They developed ‘blind projudices and lost
the capacity to make a cowparative study
‘and evaluate in an uobiased way matters
pertaining to-our owa culture, lndigenous
lndian traditions and ways have been an™
anathema to many of the new generation
with “the so-called Western education,.
even as everything foreiga had been taboo
to some without Wesiera education, Bete

ween these, the nation bas loss, temporarily, -

I nope, the best 1o both the cuttares woicn

_had been in cuntact and has tended to

collect l1Ee a dustpin what 1s valueless and
barmtul in both of thew. But thp present

. renaissance of India brings a new higne with

it. It.1s a' specitic auy ‘of the ludian
Universities of ‘today to. turn that lignt on
our culture and traaition and redsowm tnem,
1t 1s & duty which the.present generation of
the Uniwversity men ot ludia ows not only to
posteruty, but also to their noble heritage.

143 A Bowp SzEP NEEDED °

In the discharge of this duty, the Indian
Untversities are not without help.: Oa the
other hand, they ara very fortunate.” For
lndian society  bad luckily abatained from
Provi-

Some of.-

Mayi,

iadicectly help’
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dentially Tadian society preferred'to let
frauds go uamolested, lest tha few geauine
souls: shouid bs eliminated . in igaorance,

. The result is that we have to-day amidst

us an appreciable number of men aad-
women wno are centras of self-illaminatioa,.
Oae of the bold acts which the Indian.
upiversities should do today is to solicit
such great souls to come and hve amidst
them and flood the mind, heart aod soul of
the teachers and the studeats alike with the
life rooted. in the tras tradition of Indian
culture. To get the heip of sauch souls
does not require money, for they care not
for money. A negative requisite 1s that
the Umversxtles should shed taeur allergy in
felation to them., A positive requsie is
that they should seek theic help with faith,
bhumiity . and sincerity : in short, ‘it is
accspraace that is needed. This is the bold
step that must be takea by tne Uaiversities
to turn the coraer suecessfully. Awmong
well-known souls of this ordec may be
meatioaed Sri* Aurobiado, - Bri - Ramaaa
Mibarishi, Sri Narayana Menon, Srci Ol
yullan, Sri Natesaaaada and- Sri Ananda
Tnere are many others  who ara
not 80 well-known., Goethe said. that it is
" poets alonz that can spot cat other posts,

82 1t is with the high souls of self illamina. ~ -

tion. Wuth the help of those who are

- already Enowa, others caan ba spotted out,

There ars a sufficient number of tnhem to
reside in all our Universities, re-charge
them and lift them to a mgher level trown

~ Which sney can dlrecnly help the develop-

ment of the parsonality of ali tdeir meinecs,
society in facing aaod
resolving its tangled problems and re-

" establish the fundamental values of life1n-

conformity witn the characteristio calture
and t:admou of India, -

15 BALANOE BETWEEH Tmonma AND
ResgancE

The ways by which a University saaks :

to fulfil 1ts purpose are . teaching and ree

search. Quoe of the issues brought up for

discu:5ion at the ‘Congress of the Univers

.Bities of the Commonwealth held at Uxford
in{Juns, 1948, was the determination of

the proper propoction of teasning aud

RS
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research in a University. An issne like that
emanates really from & trivial adminis-
trative motive. The formulation of the issue
in that form is traceable, on the idealogical
side, to & wropg spproach to education.
This is a very ditficult question. It will not
submit itself %o standardisation or even
gimplification, There are Universities in
which it is all teaching and no research,.
In most of them the result bas been a
steady goiog down of the teacher and the
taught alike. There is also a University
in whose departments it has been all
research and no teaching. Here again,
though there were no ‘taugat’ to go down,
precious little of researcn could sproat. In
. fact one wise and able researcner on its
staff began to give free private tuition (o
selected students in order to Keep himself
mentally alive. Impact with growing
minds is necessary to stimulate research,

151 VEbio TRADILION

_ This question of balance had bsen beauti-
fully discussed and reduced to a few
epigrams by the Vedic seers-of Judia.
Their approach to the question has bzen
very different. Lhat approach waras us
thut the antithesis between teaching aad
research is an llusien, It is an ilasion aue
to a wrong approach-something like lovking
through the telescope from ¢he wrong end.
Research reters to the Hetd of Kuowledge
as sumething external, . Teaching too relers
to the taugnt as something exXternal.- Lt 1s
this approach from the external waoich
brings apout the antinesis. Accurding to
Vedic traaitlun, these two are faciors
intrinsic 10 the edacation of the teacner
himself, Accordipg to ib, there are four
stages 10 the educauon of anybody ;=

l, learming from others and from
enviroument;

. 2, hving what is learnt )

8. meaitating on what is learnt and
- 9xtending 1t § and

4, teaching to others,

Thus research and teaching are both
‘peoessary for tne {uifilmeat of ome's owa
sduecation,

152 InDivIDUAL NEEDS AND THEIR. -
VARIATION

Turning to- the quantitative aspect, the

proportion will vary with individuals. For

example, in $he case of Ramanujan, our

mathematical genius, meditation and re-
search were dominant. 8iill he wished to
teach. In the case of some, considerable
wrestling with growing minds may be
necessary to sharpen their own minds to
the point of extending the sphere of
knowledge. We say, water fiads its level.
8o also every true teacher in & University
will fiad his own balance of teaching and.
-research. It is administrative importuaity
to impose a nniform proportion on all, :

Even for the same individual, the propor-
tion cannot be the same at all times. Some
are slow to mature. A few years of
gincere participative teaching may opea out
possibilities of research in them. When the
mood for research sets in, it may be neces-
sary to release them from all teaching and
allow them to devote themselves solely to
research for a year or two. Oncce the mood
for research gets abolished, it may be
possible for them to come back to teaching
and find out themr own balance between
teaching and research.

Indeed, the balance is to be decided in
each case and revised from time to time in
the light of its *individuating particalari-

ties” as Wilhiam Blake had putit. Regula--

tions cannot rigidly fix tnem. Administra-
tion should not attempt to fix them. This
is from the point of view of individual
teachers, : :

153 HaveEN FOR EXOLUSIVE RESEAROH

A corollary from this 18 obviousiy that a
University shouid provide eqaal opportuaity
for teacing and researcn, ‘Lo mest the
need for wnole-time research, which may
arise from time %0 tume for several teasners,
the Umversity will do well to follow the
‘example of Uxford and set up a college like
the Alt Souls Gollege to Wwhicn tie teacners

.mey go duriog the periods 1o Wwhiog they °
feel the urge to bybsrnate i1n exsluiive

researoh: 'L'ne Institute for Advanced Stady

zecently establistied in Prinocton pravides a

)
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baven of that nature for all the Universities
in the world, : '

154 Apuse BY CARERRISTS

But where there is no inner urge for
research or when research work does not
grip one, there is a great danger, A teacher

with resourcefulness, political pull, or -

certain social qualities, may elect to have
very little teaching on the pretext “of
research. The free time which  he thus
gets may often be devoted to gossip.
Gossip eventually develops intrigue, Intri.
gue ultimately leads to demoralisation.
Neither teaching nor research flourishes in
such ;an atmespbere. In lopg-established
universities of developed countries, a healthy
tradition-makes such degeneracy impossible.
In our Universities which are virtually
beginning from the scratch, frustration of
balanced University life by the splashy
success of such careerists may happen,

155 F4BCINATION OF ADMINISTBATION

‘This is intensified by another factor. The
absence university man power, in quantity
sufficient and in quality adequate. leads to
‘places in the university being filled with
persons who ~have - aptitude neither for
teaching nor for research. Bome of these
show a tendency to glorify sdministration
and look down equally upon teaching and
research as too low for them. They are
not abashed - to say with a look of pride
that they have no time either for teaching
or for research. Indeed the fascination of

administration overpowers them as much -

as the fascination of the precipice could,
The greatest tragedy which should be
guarded against . in our university life
today is the slipping down of gifted young
men down this precipice of administration.

156 ForxarioN oF PuBric OPINION

These are the dangers that should be
avoided in the present formative years of
the universities of renascent India, not only

* to make them serve their highk purposes at

the present i ut also to emsure that

_ traditions which
life for several

_ generations, . But these dangers cannot be
avoided by rnles and regulations, It is
only public cpinion within the University
‘that can avert them, The formation. of
public opinion will have to depend largely
on the personality, integrity and purity of
the Vice.Chancellor.

18 UniveRsity AND THE QUTSIDE WORLD

The relation of the university to the
outside world is easily determined by the
purpose enumerated in the earlier sub.
sections. A university is after all a social -
institution charged . with- certain social
functicns.  Its chief social fanction is to
bring-together the most productive minds

- of the community and provide them with

the freedom and the comfort necessary to
develop to their fullest capacity. Bat this is
not done without any thought about the
general relation of the umiversity to the
outside world, The very fact that the best
souls are in the universities implies that
the university will put -itself in the most”
helpful relation to the outside world, As .
stated already it has to bear in mind the
needs of the nation, work out the national
problems in an objective and scientific way
and pass on its findings.to the people at
large. The most happy relation of the
upiversity to the nation is that of spon.
taneous seizing by the university of the
problems whose solution will be ultimately
beneficial to society, The relation bstween

" a particular investigation of the university

and the needs of the naticn may not be
immediate, It may pot be- obvious to the
ordinary man, But on account of the high
potency of the people who get assembled in
the university, the benefit will emerge
sooner or later, '
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. Liet us take a few social gronps outside
the university., Xet us first take the
industrial group. A few decades ago the
industries, which were impatient with the
apparent indifference of universities to their
immediate profit-making needs, began to
establish research institutions of their own,

(To be continued)
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BOOK REVIEWS (Contd.)

Tar Erements OF ALGRERA By Three
Authors Adspted into Kionada by >ri 8.
Sobbannacharya B, 8c. B. T. Part I for
F rn V., Sriniva avaradachary & Co,
2116, M.unt Road, Madras, Puges 3812.

Piice Rs, 2.

The Elements of = Algebra by Three
Authors hus been a well koown textbook
in Madras for many years, T'his translation
into Kapnada makes it available to pupils
undergoing instruction in algebra through

Kannada - The book is intended primarily
to meet the needs of standents studying in
high schools in Madras and Mysore. Sri
Subbannachar says: ‘In the trauslatioa of
the buok I have used tne eqmvaleats from
the vocabulary of mathematical terms
prepared 1n Madras with slight modifica-
tions to suit the terms in vogue in Mysore
State, wherever necessary.”

The book is a welcome addition. to the

very small number of text books in Kagnada

on higher mathematics.

NEWS & NOTES

S200KD LaRGUAGE PROBLEM IN MaDRAS
SCHOOLS

Presidirg over the seventh ccuncil meet.
ing of the Madras T'eachers’ Guld on June
27, 8ri P. Doraiksnou Mudaliar, Headmaster
of the Chintadripet High School and Presi-
dent of the Guild, called npon the Gouvern-
ment to clarify the question of second
lapguage to the taught in First Form.

He said that sccerding to the reviged
order the schocls were given the option of
baving the 1929 or 1943 scheme with
regard to the second langnage, They were
unable to tackle this problem since they
had no definite directive from the Govern-
ment. While some schools had given up
the 1943 scheme and switched back to the
1929 echeme, some wanted to follow the
new scheme, Anxious parents wanted their
children to study all the labguages, and in
certain cases pupils preferred Sanskrit to
Hindi. Under these circamstances, the
teachers’ position had become very perplex.-
ing. ‘

With reference to ths students who had
failed in the recent 8.8.0.C, examination
Mr, Mudaliar stated that they had received
instructions from the D.PI to cpen a
supplementary seciion if sufficient strength
wuas forthcoming. The clusses should be

n.pducted under the 1929 schemo., But the

pupils in some cases were anXious to take

- the 1948 coursze. Thongh the failed students

were given instroctions under the 1929

scheme, their parents wanted them to take

the 1948 scheme, the first batch of which
would appear next year. The teachers were
unable to say whether thoge failed students
could be admitted and allowed to read
along with the boys promoted from
V Form. It was therefore urgent that
Government shotld clearly instruct them
on this aspect too,

The council adopted a eondolence resolu-
tion touching the death of Mr: J. Bamuel,
Assistant, Ketlett'High BSchool, and & men-
ber of the Guild.

- Mr., P. Doraikapnu Mudaliar and Me,
M. P. Rajagopal, Secretary, were elected
to represent the Gumid on the SB,LL.U.
Couancil, :

A committes was formed to organise a
teachers’ camp during the ensuing Dasara
holidays and select a suitable place for the
Bame,

The council by another resolation thank-
ed the Provincial Election Commissioner
in extending' the tiume-limit for teacners
enrolling themselves as voters in the

teachers’ ¢ “nstituencies, but regretted tonote .

the " distinoticn made in excluding the

teachers employed in- the primary departs.

ments of high sohools and elementary sohaols
teachers who were aléo qualified teachers,

EDITORIAL

EWAN Bahadur C. 8. Srinivasachariar,
M.As Priocipal, R.D.M, . College,
Si1vaganga has been
-Qur Honorary sassociated with 7The
Editor. Educational Review as its
H n 1ary Kdiwr sincs
Avgust, 1941, Hecvy demands on his time
and energy bave made it difficult for him
to fulfil his pumerous duties and commit=
ments, and he has expresged a desire to be
relieved of his responsibilities as Honorary
kditor of the Review from the first of July.
It is with great regret that we have to
announce the end of a long and fruitful
astociaticn with one of the most distinguish-
ed historians and scholars in India,

Professce  Srinivasachariar began his
career as an educationist in the Pachaiappa’s
Higb School. His soholarship and gifis of
exposition wers so itupressive that within a
very short time he was taken on the staff
of the Pachaiyappa’s Coliege. For many
years he presided over the History Depart-
ment of the College. Toen he joined the
Anpsmalal University and reured as the
heaa of the Departments of Politics and
History. . Bubsequently he became the
Princigal of the newly started R.D.M.
College, Bivaganga, and has helped to pat
it on the map.

All the- while Professor Srinivasachariar
bas been pursuing- his - histosical studies.
Apart from bpuwerous research articles
in various journals, he has written some out-
standing text books on lIndian history and
edited important classicss, He bas been
& member of the Indian Histocical Records
Commission for many yearss He 1s reputed
to possess one of the finest libraries in
Bouth Iudisa,.

Mr, 8rinivasachariar’s interest in educa-
tional problems has always been keen.
Apart from his asscciation with the Review
he bas been an active friend of the teaching
professions The Sounth Indian Teachers

Guild bas always found in him a warm and

enthusiastic supporter, He has been inti-
mately connected with the development of
Ugiversity education in S)ath India, and
has been a syndic of the Annamalai Univer-
gity for many y:ars. It will be remembered
that last month he presided over the
University Educatioc 8ection of the Madras
State Educational Conference,

We wish our Honorary Editor an even
more distinguished record of service to
Indian education and historical scholarship
in the future. And we are sure that we
shall continus to retain his sympathy and

~interest even though the formal connectidn
between us is now to end.

In vjew of the controversy arising out of
the policy of the Government of Madras to
. ‘ration out' seats in

Differentials  professional colleges and
in Negro the support given to it by
Education. the byndicate of the
Madras Uuntiversity in a

resolution criticising the strictares of the
Uviversity Commission on such a policy,
it will be of interest to notice an American
study of the education of a backward group,

Professor Lieander I.. Boykios of the

Bouthern University, Louisiana, writing in

the Journal of Educational Research, points
out that educatioual resirictions in regard
to apy parucalar social group or groups

tend to affect the weifare of the nation as a

whole. In such social ilis as ‘"disease, crime

and delinquency, excessive needs for public
welfare services, costs of economic depene
~ dency, uonecessarily restricted retail mare
kets” the nation pays for the restiicted
opportunities provided to the Negro, It is
suggested that Federal aid be made availe
able to states with sufficient guaruntees to
end present disparibies, <The American
approach to the quesiion of financial stripe

geucy on the part of individasl states i

characteristically, not rauomng out of

educational opportunities and privileges oo

a communal basis, but the attempt to

provide opportumties for all, irrespootive of
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colour or race, with the help of financial
grants from the central government,
Professor Boykin oconcludes with the
recommendation that in the futore the
“problem of Negro education should be
“giewed no longer as s race or as a
Southern problem, but as a problem of
American democracy in which Negr es are
regarded as citizens along with sll other
Americans, The objective thould not be
special rights for Negroes, bat a nationsl
policy whlch includes Negroes naturally in
its program

Mr. Homer Kemnvnfer, writing in The
Education Clearing House,- issnes a8 warning
against over-enthusiasm for literacy.

While the printed word is one of the most
potent means of conveying ideas and stirring
the sleeping minds of
people, yet most illiterates
still bave a certain
amount of knowledge and
wisdom learned through
vtbe bard realities of life. 1t is wrong 10

equate illiteracy with ignorance.

Over—Enthu-
siasm for
Literacy.

Our over.enthusiasm for literacy should
take note of the following significant facts:

1. Literacy teaching does not necessarily
develop Bnow edge, skills and atutodes of
mind essential to happy, eflicient and
creative living,

2. Printed words have been exploited
by certain unscrupulous “literates’ to incite
hate, suspicion and deliberate misrepresenta-
tion of facts. The so called hiterates dealing
with pational and international affairs use
words only to impress others Io their
written and spcken words, they not in-
frequently carry*forethoughts,afterthough-s,
second thcughts, pretexts, pretences’ All
flowing phrases glittering through the
speeches made on rostrums, printed in
front pages of news;apers, and carried over
the radio betworks, are no socner heard
then florgotten, The pledges made and
sigoed on sheepskins are nsually di-carded
oven sooner than the ink dries. How much

truth is there which one oan discern from .

sach written words? Words handled in
this way are fooling, and to the so.called
“illiterates”, those who speak and write
with them are foolish too.

3. Look how in the so-called civilizad
world, words hava coatributed toward the
appalling prevalence of adalt crimes aad
juventle delmquency ; how the printed pages
have oreated neurotic people and the
confused state of minds of our day;

" 4. Also look over the disturbed situation
of our world.
tional advertisements, crime films, horror-
comics and radio thrillers have disrapted
the social equilibrium of many native
people ia many . under-developed areas,
hastening deterioration on different Ironts,
npsettmg'the castoms, traditions, folkways

snd 'mores’ of many once contended, naive -

and simple-natured groups.

Mere literacy teaching is not enough'
Truth which can set man fres, may and

-should be learned from written words. Yet
the basio probiem is how (o use words and

who shouid treat $hem 1a such a way us to
ensure happiness apd -enduring satisfaction
to those who read them wita discrimina.
tion. Let the “teachers’’ teach themselves
before teaching others to read aund Write, .

. NOTICE

- Sri A. R. V. Narasimhacharya
has been -appointed as one of our
travelling representatives. He is
authorised to receive subscriptions.
We request our subscribers and
advertisers to extend to him their

fullcst support. .
Manager
THB EDUCAT!O‘IAL REV!BW
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Cheap propagands, sensa-

* than-2000 to 2500 words,

- NOTICE

Contributions: The Editor solicits contri-
butions on all subjects of educational interest.
Articles generally need not be made longer

"legibly written, preferably typewritten so

as to permit the incorporation: of editorial -
revisions -and instructions “to the press-.

" Acceptance and publication of an article do

not necessarily imply that the Editor en-
dorses the. views expressed therein. Stamps
should accompany the manuscript, if the
writer wishes it returned in case of non-
acceptance, The Editor cannot in any case
mceept any responsibility for the return of
any mapuscript sabmitted.

Subscriptions: All remittances and com-
munications on the subject should be
addressed to the Publisher, 14-A, Sunkuwar
Btreet, Vriplicave, Madras. It is requested
for facility of reference that the subscrip-

~ tion number, printed on the wrapper, should

-

-books of educational acd ge

be mentioped in all - such communications,
Subscribers will generally be informed of
the expiry of their subscriptions well in
advance of the date of such expiry, but it is
requested that instructions for removal or
discontinuance may be sent” even in the
absence of such notice. Subscrlptxons are
strictly payable in advance, :

Date of Publication: The Review is
published on the 29th of every month,
Bubsoribers who do not teceive the Review
in time are requested to notify the manage-
ment immsediately. It may not be always
possible to supply the missing copies, if

complaints are made montbs after the
<v.event, nor nnder such circumstances could
‘any enquiry be conducted in the matter. -

Review of Books: The Edit
glad to notica in the columas

They shnuld be
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THE FAMOUS ASTROLOGER

[Office Estd. 1924)
- Recipient of many Gold Medals and
Certificates from Maharajas, Judges
and Notables for accurate predictions
and for advising corrvect ancient
scientific remedies to nguiralise plane-

tary influences and for achievirg
health, wealth, wisdom, {riends and
(o}t.une. -One year montblf life reading Rs, 5/-
3 questions re-futarity Re. 2/- Personal consultation
Rs, 5]- Office Hrs, 8am., to 5p.m. (Send birth
detalls or writing time)  Jyothisha Jnanabodini
Rs, 2/8 p ¢ Vivahaporuthangal Rs. 1/-p.c. i
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{Founded ia July 1524.)
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problems relating to the Theory, Practice
and Administration of Education.
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educational institutions, guardians of
pupils and persons Ainterested in
educational develocpment.
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'THREE UNIQUE TEXTBOOKS
HENRY MARTIN S

HIGH SCHOOL ENGLI[SH

—FRACTICAL GRAMMAR AND COMPOSIT!ON-—-

Pages 294, ' Fourth Edition.

Martin's “High School English” is an eminently Practical Course of Matriculation
English, written on sound educational lines,

The whole book is marked by refreshing originality of trea‘ment
The 120 pages of Enghsh Usage and ldiom form = unique featurs of the book.

" As.a textbook of systematie and practical training in Engllsh Composmon. it would
make an excellent selection, . .

>

HENRY MARTIN'S

A Simple Course of English
Grammar & Composition

Pages 375. - v Fourth Edition.

This book is unigue in several respects and sure to give the best results and creates
the meximum of interest in the subject, :

“The populanty of this bock is clear from the fect that the book ran two edmons in
only 4 months’ tims.” — Education, L.ucknow (May, 1541). i

WREN AND MARTIN'S

ONE.- VOLUME
GRAMMAR AND COMPOSITION
Pages 647. ) Fifteenth Edition.

-Considered by many eminent educationists as “A STANDARD BOOK,” responsible
for effecting & revolution in the teaching ol Engllsh grammar and composition in our
gahools,

K- &]. COOPER——PUBL’ISHERS "BOMBAY, 4
Sole Selling Agents for South India :— The Christian therature Society for Indna,

Park Town, Madras:
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