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SOCIAL EDUCATION—MOBILE UNITS
BY Sri T. N. Rao, B.A., L.T,, ( Mobile Unit Officer, Anan-apur).

SARDAR PATEL, our late Deputy Prime

Minister, in his address to Guzerat
Vidya Pith, said, ‘“We should accelerate the
slow progress of education. We can make
no progress without revolutlonary changes
in education’”. This is quite true, and what
should be carried
out both in letter and splrlt Revolutionary
changes in education involve finances of the

. State, and progress cannot be accelerated

without adequate funds placed at the disposal
of the educational authorities.

- A free India burdened with 85% of its
population as ijlliterates, is really a drag on
its administrative set-up and constitutional
progress. Any effort directed to liguidate
illiteracy, and dlspel ignorance csnnot be a
waste of funds. 'On the other hand, it is a
sound investment capable of y1e1d1ng very
It may be argued that in these
days of economic stress and strain, the time
is not opportune for introducing revolution-
ary changes, and innovations in our
educational sysem. But it must be remem-

- bered that freedom from want also means

freedom from illiteracy and i ignorance. Itis
only a literate and cultured citizen that can
contribute tothe productive capacity of a
country and also enrich his own personality,
and increase his social and industrial

_productiveness and political efficiency. In

this connection, I may quote here the
interesting conversation between Mahatma

. Gandhi and the world-expert and champion
~of adult literacy, Dr. Leubach.

Mshatma Gandhi :- “I doubt whether
India ought to become literate. Meny .
of the greatest benefactors of human

. LVII~1—1

race have been illiterate - Muhammad,
for example ”’.

Dr. Leubach : ~*“Mr. Gandhi, you are
right, but on the other hand ‘miilions of
us admire you and have read your books
with great blessing. If you had not
written these books and if we had not
learned to read, we should never have
heard of you ”’

Mahatma Gandhi was forced to admit that
he did believe in the literacy of India, but
he added : * By far the largest question for
India is how to feed her hungry multitudes’’.

Lr. Leubach :(—* This is exactly why
India needs to become literate., The
right way to lift the masses above
hunger is to teach them to lift them-
selves. Your illiterates have been the
victims of educated scoundrels who have
kept them in debt all their lives,
Literacy is the only road, I see, to their
complete emancipation ”’

In another context the Mahatma said,
“If there is a trained social(adult) education
worker in a village, there is no need for
other constructive workers in it ’’.

In pursuance of the sound views of
stalwart world-famous men, the Government
of India has made Social (Adult) Education
its prime concern, and has come forward
with financial aid to the Provincial Govern-
ments for launching schemes of Social
Education_on a country-wide secale, A
separate Department in this Presidency,
“under the Director of Public Instruction, has

{
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been formed to deal with Adult Education,
- and for the first time funds were provided
- in the Madras budget for this purpose. A
four-fold programme of Social Education
has heen drawn up and put into operation,

First, it provides for adult literacy schools
for spreading Social Education, among
adults ;

Secondly, training of teachers for Social
Educsation work ;

Thirdly, starting of Rural Colleges. to
provide higher education to adults who
had some kind of education ;

Fourthly, Audio - Visual Education, that

© is, education through sound and silent

films which have been specially selected

for adult-appeal and effective propa-

ganda in rural areas through well-
equipped Mobile Units.

To achieve this object, the Government of
Madras have purchased 5 (five) Austin Vans
of 26'8 H.P., each van being equipped with
(a) a 16 m.m. sound - projector, {(b) a
generator, (c¢) aradio-gram,. (d) public
‘address equipment ete. These mobile units,
each under an officer-in-charge, are to
operate in four educational divisions of the
Presidency and also in Madras-City and
suburban areas. They are planned to work
more or less on the same lines as the
Propaganda Vans of the National War Front
during the recent World-War.

The aim of these Mobile Units is to attract
massess particularly in rural areas, during
fairs and festivals and other special occasions
 when people gather in large numbers, and
to do intensive propaganda through enter-
tainment for the spreading of literacy among
adult illiterates and at Social Edueation
Centres, Adult Literacy Clubs, Youth
Leagues, Citizenship Camps and Social
Workers’ Associations ete.

The Madras Government first prepared an
elaborate scheme, on the presumption that
a grant of Rs. 1779 lakhs would be made
available. But the Government of India,
while approving the scheme, cut down the
provision on account of their present
financial position to Rs. 1'57 lakhs, subject

- to the condition that the Provircial Govern-
ment should contribute at least an amount

equa) to that of Central Government towards
the scheme within a period of three years.
A grant of Rs. 1'67 lakhs has already been
made in the current year’s budget for the
continuance of the scheme of Social (Adult)-

Education. This is a supplemental grant of

Rs. 1'57 lakhs, so that with the Provincial

contribution Rs. 8'14 lakhs may be spent on

Social Education. We earnestly hope that
provision of the grant originally contemplated
would be made available by the Central
Government as soon as the financial position
improves to facilitate a further expansion of
Social Edueaticn.

The adult is quite different from a child
in the matter of learning. By virtue of his
age and experience he is well-versed in
several technical matters affecting his wel-
fare, though he may not be able to read or

write. He may alco be culturally backward

and may not come up to the level of his
educated brethren. It is, therefore, the
work of the adult-educator, so to adjust his~
instruction as to suit his convenience, taste
temperament and inclinations. Being a
hard worker throughout the day in the

fields, especially in rural areas, there is a -

lethargic tendency in him for rest and a
sense of disinclination to learn or to do
anything after a day’s work. Unless we
provide him with education of a recreational
type, essentially through entertainment,
there is no incentive on his. part to attend
Social Education Centres or Clubs or tolearn

anything. Having due regard to this phase

of adult psychology, these Mobile Units are.
placed in the field so that they can serve
them in three ways, thatis, (i) spreading
literacy among adult illiterates; (ii) pro-

duction and growth of the educated mind

among the illiterate masses; and (iii)
inculcation of a proper sense of the rights,
and duties of citizenship,. : n

Entertainment is the. basic aim and -

methods, talks, music, dramatic activities,
variety entertainments, film-shows and other
varjous attractive activities form an impor-

tant- part of the work of the Social ~

Educator. :

The Mobile Units with these attractive
features are to function immediately and
serve to remove the scourge of illiteracy
and ignorance among the masses. In this

-connection, I am reminded of the Bishop of |
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' Kumbhakonam’s address in the Seventh

South Indian Adult Education Conference
held at Tanjore. He said, ‘* We require

more and more Social (Adult) Education

Centres, teachers, books, charts, posters,

- models, pictures and films ete."”’

Above all, we require the co-operation of
the public and enthusiastic official and non-
official workers and organisations in the field
of Social Education, which is the only
solution for making India one of the top-
ranking countries of the world. '

NEED FOR IMPROVEMENTS IN SECONDARY
EDUCATION

By A. P. 0za, EsQ., M.A., B.T\, Lecturer, T.D. Class, Dharmendrasinhji C-llege,
KRajkot,

“ONLY as you form a sound judgement

and develop 'a sense of what is true
and fitting can you hope rnaturally and
without mistake to select from the common
culture of the world those things which will
make you truly great .

(‘‘China through a college window’?, quoted

‘in the introduction to “The Education of

India”.— Siqueira)
Every one is familiar with the complaints

- of the guardians that the teachers are not

working - in the schools. The teachers in
turn are heard complaining that the students
are degenerating day by day. - ‘‘ This was
not the position in our day’’. This is the

"~ common complaint of the guardians and the

teachers. Many an Indian parent has little
or no use for a school except as a ‘“‘Gramming
House’”, where his child can be prepared

for examinations, which are the doors to

more lucrative positions. This is the result
of the system of education started by Lord

. Macaulay. *‘ Our provincial Governments

are naturally keen on besic education and
are financing schemes for its wide extension,
but unfortunately they do not seem to be
equally keen on secondary education, which
is the real weak spot in our entire

_educational’ machinery. They have not

fully realised that the army of competent
teachers needed for the rapid expansion of
basic education must be provided by our

 gecondary schools and intermediate colleges.
. "-(P. 817 Report of “Unin- sity Educution

Comemissan —It is urgently necessary to

- educate Indians in an Indian way so  that

they may be worthy citizens of one world,
" The Headmaster of a secondary school

“should  be very carefully selected by a
- competent authority, It is well snid, “As

is the Headmaster, sois the school”’. The
office of the Headmaster is no sinecure. At
present it is found that a great majority of
secondary schoois are not functioning in the
right way, owing to the fact that a proper
Headmaster is not selected to lead the
student community. As Bagley has said :~
‘A child is the most serious creature in the
world”. It isto be led in the right way by
a man who understands it in the right spirit.
If a proper leader is given to a school, he
will make it a society in miniature. At the
end of the day, the students will be found
flocking in the ccmpound as if it is their
home. It isthe right type of Headmaster

who will successfully carry out all the new
schemes in secondary educatio. in the right
spirit. :

The second immediate need in secondary
education is the public school. It should be
remembered that Eton is not to be repro-
duced on Indian soil. We want a public
school that admits students on the basis of
intelligence only, whether they are poor or
rich. The poor students in such schools
should be admitted free and scholarships
and stipends should be given to them that
they may meet the expenses of boarding
and lodging. Such schools should be
situated in natural surraundings where the
teachers and the taught should live together,
It is such schools that would give to a fres
India the administrators who shall be the
“‘servants’ of the free citizens, not the
benevolent rulers of .admiring subjects”,
It is such schools which would give to the
motherland the right type of doctors,
engineers and thinkers. In reality, such
schools would create the right typeof men
and be a model to the other comreon schools
of the nation.  Of ¢ourse, the schools should
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-have all the good qualities of the foreign
public schools, bul they should preserve
their Indian character.

In India where many funds are raised for
various purposes, some rich donors should
come forward to help the right type of

teachers in starting such schools in each
district of each province. The various
associations of teachers should undertake
this very important and urgent task before
them and the governments of the provinces
should help such undertakings with the
maximum generosity.

RELIGION®
By DRr. R. N. DANDEKAR, Bhandarkar Oriendl Research Instilute, Poona.

F all the forces, which have worked and
are still working to mould the destinies
of the human race, none certainly is more
potent than religion. Almost in every
sphere of human activity, personal or social,
the influence of religion has proved to be of
a very vital character. ‘In our country
particularly, we cannot think of any aspect
of individual or social life which is not
dominated by religion. So much so, that an
eminent Earopean Indologist, after a visit
to this cuntry, expressed the view that in
India everything is religion. In the history
of other countries also, we find that the
bonds of religion have often proved stronger
than the bonds of race, or of nation, or even
of descent.

Though - or, perhaps, because - religion
has permeated human life so thoroughly, it
has ever been found difficult adequately to
define the concept of religion. As a modern
thinker has put it, religion is indeed protein,
and therefore, like life, it eludes precise or
detailed definition. The importance of
having a definition of religion has, however,
long been recognised, and wise men in all
cultures have, throughout the last three
milkénnia. been attempting to supply the
want.

Numerous definitions have been proposed,
but none has enjoyed universal - or even
any wide - acceptance. As a matter of
fact, the very number of definitions is a
proof of the difficulty of the task. It will
be seen that many of those who have
proposed such definitions had a partic.lar
religion in view and not religion as an
abstract concept. That is why they stress,
1 their definitions, one or the other element

ey it

of religion. Religion, for instance, is
defined as the ‘belief in spiritual beings’.
Such a definition raises several difficulties.
While taking into account the belief-facter
in religion, this definition has entirely
ingnored its equally vital or perhaps more
vital practice or ritual-factor. 1t may also
be asked : why belief exclusively in sei 1nal
beings? According to a more comprehensive

view, religion is man’s faith in a power' -

beyond himself whereby he seeks to satisfy
emotional needs and gain stability of life,
and which he expresses in acts of worship
and service. Religion, according to a third
view, consists of propitiation or conciliation
of powers superior to man, which are
believed to direct and control the course of
nature and of human life. '

_In all such definitions, the emphasis
is wrongly put on an independent being or

beings believed to be higher than man, in -

other words, on God, rather than on man
himself. It must be remembered that God
is a product of religion, while the religious
impulse, that is to say, man, is the very
mainspring of religion. We can think of a
religion without a God, but we can never
imagine a religion without man. The proper
approach to religion must, therefore, be the
humanistic approach. Inother words, inany
consideration of religion, man must be the
starting point.

Religion is essentially a function of human
organism a natural product of human nature.
Considered from this point of view, religion
would seem to consist of, firstly, a reaction
of the human spirit to the facts of human
destiny and the forces by which it is in-
fluencad, and, secondly, of a reaction into

& talk broadeast from Bombay aond repraduced by courtesy af A by K.
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which there enters a feeling of sacredness.
It must be made clear, at this stage, that
there is no such thing as the religious ins-
tinet in man. What actually exists is only
a capacity for feeling a religious emotion in
a variety of circumstances. The maniies-

" tations of that capacity are conditioned by

different natural environments, historical
and cultural traditions and individual capa-
bilities. That is why the conceptions of
religion vary not only among different
human communities or among individual
members of the same human community, but
even at different stages during the life-time
of a single individual. And this is indeed
as it should be. Now that science has
demonstrated that God, as an independent
being active in the affairs of the universe,

_need not be assumed to exist, true religion

must have {or its basis the religious emotions
which are a natural product of man’s nature,

Such a view has this advantage that,
though there may not be a God, there still
can be a religion. For, man’s imagination
will ever continue to react upon the world,

" as he conceives it in the light of ‘truth and

of the ideal. Of course, human history
shows that given the human mind such as
it is, given also its environment such
as it is, the concept of God and a
belief in God would be 1inevitable.

~ There is much truth in Voltaire’s dictum

that if there were no God, it would be
necessary to invent one. And, according to
another of that great rationalist’s dicta,
man made God in his own image.

Broadly speaking, in every religion there
are two main factors—faith and ritual.
Faith may be regarded the personal
factor and ritual as the social factor in
religion. Religious faith as has to be dis-
tinguished from knowledge on the one hand
and superstition on the other. To put it
briefly, superstitions are unfounded, un-
approved, rejected bliefs - beliefs, that is to
say, which we regard as not being founded
on reasonable conceptions of the world and
of human life, necessities and obligations.
A true belief is knowledge, and a false item
of knowledge is superstition.

Religious faith transcends phenomenal
knowledge. Realising that human senses
are limited in scope and power and that

" human intellect is not infallible, man, in his

eternal search after the ultimate, transcends
not only the limitations of the senses hut

also the power of reasoning. This brings him
to faith which gives him confidence and
spiritual satisfaction. It must, however,
be remembered that faith receives its light
from intellect. The discipline of religion
becomes the more arduous and its insight
the more profound, the more candidly
religious faith accepts and builds upon all
that the intellect has to communicate.

The ritual-factor in religion is perhaps
more basic. For, faith arises as interpre-
tation of ritual, more often than ritual is
devised in the attempt to express faith.
Rituals often persist as faiths associated
with them fade, and new interpretations of
the persisting rituals constitute new forms
of faith. -

When we think of religion in abstract,
four aspects appear to be essentially blernded
in it - namely, immediate emotional expe-
rience, ritual expression, a connection with
morality, and an intellectual scaflolding of
ideas and beliefs. And the character of a
religion is determined according to the
emphasis that is put on any one or the other
of these aspects. :

In the history of human thought pertain-
ing to religion, we can mark out three
distinct stages. The first is the stage of
magic. lagic is often misunderstood as a
primitive form of religion. Really speaking,
however, it was a method for increasing
our practical control uver the world and
thus has a great affinity with science,
Magie is not” mistaken religion; it is
mistaken science. The second stage is the
belief in 2 personal Cod who controls the
world’s affairs. Man has transcended that
stage. We are now in the third stage,
namely, of modern scientific belief in the
uniformity of Nature and the impersonal
working of natural laws.

What, then, is the future of religion ?
The role pleyed by religion in human history
has indeed Leen paradoxical. The purest
and the noblest type of love that humanity
has ever known has come from religion ;
at the same time, the most diabclical kind
of hatred, the ruthless manifestations of
which man has ever ‘witnessed, has also
come from religion. But relicion has rot
been and cennot ke, on that account,
condemned or entirely given up. Man can
il afford to live and progress without
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simple it may be. The child is thwarted
with stern looks and rebuffs. Buoyantness
and freedom of activity, mistaken by the
parents as naughtiness, are discouraged.
The new baby is left to be fed up and grow
in his own way after some sweetly worded
benedictions are showered upon him at the
time of observing the ceremony of his birth
by his beloved parents and wellwishers.
We seem as if to refuse shouldering. a res-
ponsibility in the building up of the children
in the most scientific way.

India needs the Montessori basis of child
training for all her children. It is upon
such a spiritual superstructure that she
should build her children before they go up
for actual class room exercises. Dr.
Montessori has shown some marked periodi-
cal tendencies in children, which are clear
so far as a scientific study of children’s
. bsychology is concerned.

Children are, at a very early stage of
their existence, possessed of some inner
sensibilities. But they disappear when some
developed characreristics are attained.
These characteristics, when gradually
expressed, leave a lasting effect on the mind
indica-ing the stage of growth. This growth
definitely precedes an urge to activity.
Free-play of activity in children holds a
potent influence in child-training. There
should not be any hindrance to activity at
this period, or it will end with a “‘spiritual
martydom”. If you check him in any way in
his spontancous activity, he will violently
react to it. Adults misunderstand him at
the sicht of such reactions, and call the
child naughty, irrational and disobedient.
We often cone across children at home who
-would not allow anything to hinder them
from realising their wishes. Such children, -
instead of being scolded or checked with
repressive measures, should be handled very
cautiously. This sensibility of the child
sometimes creates a violent agitation owing
to trifling causes. '

The sense of order in the activity of
children is very interesting o see. This is
marked in the first year or in the second
yvear. Nature builds in the child an inner
sense which enables him to distinguish the
relation between different sets of things.
He wants to see all things in his environ-
ment in their proper places, nothing dis-

ordercd. Our task is to mark carefully this
instinctive tendency and educate it for
practical life. :

Deviation in children is another interest-’

ing thing. But it has dangerous effects for
the child. Two forms of resistance are
seen in children to our attempts to
help him and its immediate re-action to it
i.e., a strong determination to accomplish
what he wants against enormous odds
(after trials and errors). The other type is
touching each and every thing he comes

across in spite of warnings. All attempts to

deter him from his actions become useless,
as there is spontaneity in his curiosity and
interest. He knows nothing except work

and activity at this stage. “‘Fight is for’

the bird, swimming is for the fish and work
for the child”’. An inner spontancous urge
for work keenly felt by the child at this
stage builds his personality. Hindrances

result in disastrous effects which make way

for deviations. He may turn morbid, timid
and disobedient. M ischiefs and delinquency
may also develop in him. Opportunities
for the free play of his aectivity should,
therefore, be provided to rim.  Children
become great artists, scientists and engi-
neers in future life, if proper care and
vigilance are shown at this stage,

Viewing the marked success of the Mon-
tessori system of teaching in Western
countries, it is now inctmbment on us to
build up ocur children through this method of
teaching, India wsnts, at present, a set of
people, physically, intellectually and morally
strong.

This building up of a regenerated India is.
only possible, if we make a psychological
approach to strengthen the very foundation
of future citizenship. In view of the great
and practical need of Montessori - schools in
India, the provincial governments should
chalk out clear plans and set up a number
of such schools and centres on the basis of
Montessori. Of course, there may be set-
backs at the beginning, but there will be
great achievements at the end.

The great ‘thing in a Montessori sehool is
that the teachers should be experts in child-
training. Male and female teachers should

properly and adequately be undergoing

training in Montessori methods,

* MODERN EDUCATION FOR THE MODERN WORLD 8

" Children ave sacred, theydescend from »
Heaven dire¢t. In the lines of Wordsworth:

" “Heaven lies about us in our infancy.

.~ Shades of prison-house bagin to close

-~ - Upon the growing Boy,

o tight,

" But he beholds the light and whence
: : R - it flows
. ‘He gees it in his joy.” . :
It is at this period of greatest purity inf
life’s race that the bridle is to be held

- .lT is said that teachers are the creators

and the students are their created
products: Schools and Universities are the
builders of a nation: Students are taught

. to biild their characters there. The present

system of education prevalent in this country
. is imperfect and defective. The mode of
“teaching is not standarised, but haphazard.

~ Much stress has been laid upon western
. ideas, ideals and customs, i noring our

ancient ethics, cultur: and hisiory. The
education ‘today Coes rot. teach the real
" meaning of knovled-e. Inevitably, it
imparts only suporficial information “and
- distorted smatterings. The over-crowded
curriculam diffuses itself over a multiplicity
of enormous proilems and is content with 2
“cursory view of them. The need for a
thorough and intensive study of anyone
_ subject or problem is hardly left. ,

It would be well if teachers make ‘a
- conscious effort,- toth by the selection of

~ materials included in the course and by their
~manner of handling it, to malke clear to their

" pupils how a. modern society is run and

. orzanised. All eitizens -should have some -
" kno vledge of hox to build, how to create

“and how to assimilate and spread. Through
& panel of education, students should bLe

‘'made to emerge out at their best and |
- greatest.. " Theyshould be imbued with a
- clear idea of (1) the means through which

" they should act and achieve their -purpose,

" (2) the sciences by which they can increase
" knowledge and learn to gain control of the .

-universe, (8) the politics and economics by

" which they can create and regulate society,
- (4) the language and languages that can
help them to have an’access to the collective
- -wisdom of the world, - /(5) ‘and the industry
* . end commerce which supply ‘mankind. with
. daily necessaries of life. =~ * . .

 MODERN EDUCATION FOR THE MODERN WORLD
- ‘ ’ - By SRI-SUBASH RAI CHOUDHURL, B.A., Raipur.

These seem to be essentials of a sound
education  for the modern world. In
Republican India, present systems need
changes and reconstructions. - The mode of
teaching ealls’ for remodelling, Currlc_ula
await thorough overhauling, . Teaching -
staffs deserve better treatment. : .

Avoiding all that is controversial, we feel
that there are some- factors that need -
immediate attention. It can be put forward
without fear of contradiction.

Spiritualism should be avoided. It roks
the students of their power and energy to
fight and organise. It produces deterrent
effects upon the youthful mind and - spirit.
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simple it may be. The child is thwarted
with stern looks and rebuffs. Buoyantness
and freedom of activity, mistaken by the
parents as naughtiness, are discouraged.
The new baby is left to be fed up and grow
in his own way after some sweetly worded
benedictions are showered upon him at the
time of observing the ceremony of his birth
by his beloved parents and wellwishers,
We seem as if to refuse shouldering a res-
ponsibility in the building up of the children
in the most scientific way.

India needs the Montessori basis of child
training for all her children. It is upon
such a spiritual superstructure that she
should build her children before they go up
for actual class room exercises. Dr.
Montessori has shown some marked periodi-
cal tendencies in children, which are clear
so far as a scientific study of children’s
psychology is concerned.

Children are, at a very early stage of
their existence, possessed of some inner
sensibilities. But they disappear when some
developed characteristics are attained.
These characteristics, when gradually
expressed, leave a lasting effect on the mind
indica ing the stage of growth. This growth
definitely precedes an urge to activity.
Free-play of activity in children holds a
potent influence in child-training. There
should not be any hindrance to activity at
this period, or it will end with a ‘‘spiritual
martydom’’, If you check him in any way in
his spontaneous activity, he will violently
react to it. Adults misunderstand him at
the sight of such reactions, and call the
child naughty, irrational and disobedient.
We often cone across children at home who
-would not allow anything to hinder them

from realising their wishes, Such children, -

instead of being scolded or checked with
repressive measures, should be handled very
cautiously. This sensibility of the child
sometimes creates a violent agitation owing
to trifling causes. '

The sense of order in the activity of
children is very interesting to se2. This is
marked in the first year or in the second
vear. Nature builds in the child an inner
sense which enables him to distinguish the
relation between different sets of things.
He wants to see all things in his environ-
ment in their proper places, nothing dis-

ordered. Our task is to mark_carefully this
instinctive tendency and educate it for
practical life. v

Deviation in children is another interest-

ing thing. But it has dangerous effects for
the child. Two forms of resistance are
seen in children to our attempts to
help him and its immediate re-action to it
ie., a strong determination to accomplish
what he wants against enormous odds
(after trials and errors). The other type is
touching each and every thing he comes
across in spite of warnings. All attemptsto
deter him from his actions become useless,
as there is spontaneity in his curijosity and
interest. He knows nothing except work

and aetivity at this stage. “Fight is for’

the bird, swimming is for the fish and work
for the child”. An inner spontancous urge
for work keenly felt by the child at this
stage builds his personality. Hindrances

result in disastrous effects which make way -

for deviations. He may turn morbid, timid
and disobedient. Mischiefs and delinquency
may also develop in him. Opportunities
for the free play of his activity should,
therefore, be provided to him. Children
become great artists, scientists and engi-
neers in future life, if proper care and
vigilance are shown at this stage.

Viewing the marked success of the Mon-
tessori system of teaching in Western
countries; it is now incvmbment on us to
build up our children through this method of
teaching. India weants, at present, a set of
people, physically, intellectually and morally
strong.

This building up of a regenerated India is.

only possible, if we make a psychological
approach to strengthen the very foundation
of future citizenship. In view of the great
and practical need of Montessori - schools in
India, the provincial governments should
chalk out clear plans and set up a number
of such schools and centres on the basis of
Montessori. Of course, there may be set-

backs at the beginning, but there will be

great achievements at the end.

The great %hing in a Montessori school is
that the teachers should be experts in child-
training. Male and female teachers should

properly and adequately be undergoing

training in Montessori methods.-

Chﬂdren .are sacred, thé&" descend from
. Heaven dire¢t. Inthe lines of Wordsworth:

- ““Heaven lies about us in our infancy.
Shades of prison-house bagin to close
* .~ Upon-the growing Boy, :

- tight, ) o - :

' MODERN EDUCATION FOR THE MODERN WORLD 9

" Bt he beholds the light and whence
S S it flows

" ‘He sees it in his joy.” R
It is at this period of greatest purity i

life’s race that the bridle is to be held

" MODERN EDUCATION FOR THE MODERN WORLD

.~ BY Sri SUBASH RAI CHOUDHv. - B.A., Raipur.

and the students are their created
products. Schools and Universities: are the
builders of a nation. Students are taught

; !T {s said that teachers are the creators

. to biild their characters there.” The present

system of education prevalent in this country

.'is imperfect and defective. The mode of

" teaching is not standarised, but haphazard.
Much stress has besn laid upon  western
ideas, ideals and customs, i:noring our
ancient ethics, cultur: and history. The
education today coes rot teach the real
meaning of knovledve.  Inevitably, .it
imparts only supsrficial information and.
- distorted smatterings. . The over-crow.'d_ed’
curriculam diffuses itself over a multiplicity
of enormous proslems and is content with a
eursory view of them. The need for a
thorough and- intensive study of anyone
subject or problem is hardly left. ,

It would be well if teachers make a

- “conscious effort, btoth by the selection of

materials included in the course and by their

- manner of handling it, 1o make clear to their

pupils h)w a modern socisty is run and

_“orzanised. - All citizens should have some -
- kno vledge of how to build, how to create

and how to assimilate and spread.” Through

‘a panel of education, students should ke -
‘made to emerge out at their best and

- greatest. ~ They should be imbued with a
clear idea of (1) the means through - which

““they should act and achieve their purpose,

" (2) the sciences by which they can incrzase

knowledge and learn to gain control of the.

universe, (3) the politics and eccnomics by
which they can ereate and rezulate society,

 (4) the language and languages that can

" help them to have an access to the coliective

* “wisdom of-the world, - (5) and the industry
~and commetce which supply ‘mankind with

_ daily necessaries of life. -~ =~

LVII

“Legie ot

 These seem to be essentials of a sound
education for the modern world. In
Republican India; present systems need
changes and reconstructions. The mode of
teaching calls for remodelling. Curricula
await thorough overhauling.  Teaching -
staffs deserve better treatment.

Avoiding all that is controversial, we feel
that there are some: factors that need
immediate attention. It can be put forward
without fear of contradiction.

Spiritualism should be avoided. It rots
the students of their power and energy to
ficht and organise. It preduces deterrent
effects upon the youthful mind and spirit.
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But the glorious tales of the past and th§~

valiant herces and warriors should be tol
bim their {rue and proper perspectives.
The lesson about establishing peace, good-
_will and harmony throughout the world is

to be taught. It is also essential on the

part of the students to maintain a close
contact in the context of the complex inter-
national situation.

The students should be encouraged to a
graater extent to foster the team spirit and
team games. The public schools are the
proper places to build the. characters of the
students. An onerous responsibility rests
upon the teachers to mould their pattern.
They should be wedded to learn morality,
liberality and tolerance. Discipline is
another element that constitutes the life-
. line of students’ life, Its breach is destrue-
tive. But its robust growth is led up with
healthy building-up of characters in future
life. Cultivation of team games among the
students is deemed to be an essential factor.
Its effects are manifold. Firstly, it helps to
build health., Secondly, it isan aid to infuse
a spirit of unity and uniformity. And inspi-
ration dawns to maintain guod relations,
Thirdly, as a result, a more spirited set of
voung men is produced. .

. Educational and industyig) ﬁimg play an
important role in educating and trahing
youthful minds. The exhibition of such

films eliminates extensive study . and
research. o o

Science is one of the - great gehievements
of man, It affords the woyld almost bound-
less opportunity. Science courses in the
University require wide expansion and
improvement. Because the Uniyersity needs
to produce large proportions of students
trained in its theories and gkills in order
that every one should have g ¢lear sense of
its significance and power iy Jife. ’

Students of today become the leaders of
tomorrow. In every age apnd in every

country, it is the students who it the fire of- -

rebellion, fanned the flame of the movement

and laid their lives for the cauge they upheld.

In Republican India, students should be
trained and educated in such 3 manner as to

enable them to shape and rule the destiny of -

the country. They willbe needed to lead
and guide their countrymen iy weal and woe
and war and peace.  The sole and primary

-responsibility for the rests upon this teachers

of the schcols and professors of the
University. ‘

iy

E. M. GOPALAKRISHNA KONE,

“Sri Gopal Mahal”
MATHURAI.

Our latest publications for Secondary & High Schoois.

EDUCATIONAL PUBLISHER,

554
o RO mammery

259, Esplanade
MADRAS.

1, Mathurai Sudhantra Tamil Vachagam—a series for classes 1 to V
Price 04-0 ¢6-0 0-7-0 0-9-0 & 0-10-6.
2. Sudhantra Tamil Vachagam—a series for Forms | to V
Price 0-13-0 0.15-0 1-0-0 14-0 & 1-6.0. »
3. Sudhantra Tamil Grammar & Composition —a series for Forms | to vy
Price 0-12-0 0-14-0 100 1-4-0 140 & 1-4.0.
4. Pudumurai Vignanam—a series for Foims | to Vi- .
Price 0-14-0 0150 1-2.0 1-4-0. Part ! Biology 1-4-0. Part U Phygies 1.8.0
Part Il Chemistry 0-10-0 for Forms V & VL T ,

5. Samuka Vilaklta Nool (Social Study) Forms 1 Bl & V.

Price 0-12-0 0.15-0 160 & 240

6. Sudhantra Ganitham —for Forms I to VI Each  1-8.0.

SOLICITING THE PATRONAGE OF THE SCHOOLS.

EDITORIAL

PRESIDING over the 25th session of the
All India Educational Conference,

: Dr. Zakir Hussain delivered

Dr. Zakir a truly memorable address at
Kussain’s Hyderabad. It could easily
Rodress : be seen thiat it was the con-
fession of faith of a creative

‘mind trying to bleze anew trail in edu-

cation. He expounded the fundamental
principles of basic education.  Without the

slightest hesitation or mental reservation, .

he champicned _Gandhiji’s fundamental
idea that basic education could be made to
pay for itself. He felt fairly sure that
economic necessity would compel the
Government to think of education on these
lines. There is no doubt however that the
artisans and workers who comprise the vast
majority of India’s pepulation have always
learned their arts and crafts in some such

‘way, without creating a burden for the

state or the community. Gandhiji was
merely trying to adapt to the environment

. of today a well known [tradition from the

past, )

Dr. Hussain stressed the point that
manual labour had been always _considered
socially infira dg. ~We are afraid that the

" -position has not been correctly brought out.

One of the wholesome traditions of ancient
education was the personal service expected
of the pupils for their master. They were
expected to be literally hewers of wood snd

- drawers of water. Dr. Hussain must have

had in mind some of the sentiments felt by
some classes in India, where the vocational
organisation of caste confined every vocation
to a particular social group.

Another striking feature of the address
was the bold plea pul forward by
Dr. Hussain for a geneous treatment of our
Universities, There has been a marked
tendency on the part of the new popular
governments in India to adqpt a step-
motherly attitude towards Indian Univer-
sities. The unwisdom of such a policy is

- clearly brought out by Dr Hussain. He
.makes it clear that with the limited

resources at the disposal of the government,
they are not in a position tovundertakg vast
programmes of secondary or primary

‘education: but they can do something
really worth while for our Universities.
And thiz-may ‘lead to rich rewards in the

future. This is a point of view which
deserves careful consideration at the hands
of our ministries of education.

In a letter from the Secretary, South
Indian Teachers’ Union (published .in the
Sowh  Indian Teocher), the

Pensions to question of the social security
dependents of of the teacher is dealt with.
teachers: It is pointed out that the
majorty of teachers are in

the service of aided institutions and local
bodies, and have got only the Frovident
Fund as their sole refuge in old age and as
provision for their dependents. In the case
¢f the elementary school teacher, this
comes to atout Rs. 1600 at the end of 20
vears’ service: The secondary grede
teacher will get about Rs. 3000 and the
graduste teacher about Rs. 6000. In the
case of premature death—and teachers are
by no means a particularly leng-lived race—-
the dependents get only a fraction of thege
amounts. Commending the provident fund
cum insurance cum vension schemre recently
introduced by the Madras Government. the
Secretary makes two demends on behzlf of
the toachers—first that they should be
allowed to contribute up to 2{ annas
in the rupee towards the provident fund,
and second that there should be provision .
for pension for teachers,

In this connection, teachers in India will.
be interested to learn that the Ceylon
teachers aie making a vigorous demand for
pensions not merely for retired tedchers but
also for the widows and dependants of those
who die in harness. ‘‘This issue,’’ says the
Ceylon Teacker ‘*has become a sore grievance,
Teachers are not willing to look on, while
the widows and dependents of some of the
great teachers who gave of their best to the
country are virtually on the street.... OQur
Union has decided at the annual meeting
and at its first meeting-of the Executive to
give high priority to this question and to
make an eflective demand for social
justice.”

We wish the teschers in Ceylon Cod-

‘speed in_this ‘effort. When they suceed

they would have blazed the trail for teacters
In many -Asian countfies in their loeng
atruggle for socfal and economie security,



BOOK REVIEWS

WORK, WEALTH AND WAGES. By
Euarnest . Row, B.Sc. (Econ.), L.C.P.
Adapted by P C. Wren, M. A, (Oxon),
K. & J. Cooper, Educational Publishers,
Bo}:nbay 4, iUl pp. Price annas twelve
only. :

This is a book intended for high school
boys and explains at their level many of the
- com jlicated economic facts of the modern
worid. There are chapters on ditderent
types of workers, where wages come from,
em sloyers and capital, how prices are tixed,
monzy, banks and ch ques, government and
taxes, imports and exports, rent and
interest, wealth and capizal. It gives
valuable information to-the budding voung
citizen on questions which aifect his daily
life and on which he will ba called upon to
exercise judgement when ‘he becomes
entitled tv voca. The book deserves 1o be
widaly studied by our school boys and girls.
In our own State, thz theme of the book
would be part of the vague and comprehen-
sive course in social studies,

ANIMAL BEHAVIOR (Jiiva - juntukkalin -
pazhakka vazhokkangaly : in Tamil : By
SriT. N. 8. Raghavachari, B.A., Teachers’

. Publishing House, Coral Merchants’
Street, diadras 1. 93 pp. Price annas
twelve only,

This extremely well written book is a
successful attempt at popularising science.
SriT. N. S. Raghavachariar, who has fre.
quently contributed to the pages of this
# » , has had a varied career uas teacher
and administrator. He was first a teacher
of science and later became Public iiealth
Bacteriologist to the Government of 1iadras.
Here he has explained in clear, easy and
intelligible * Janguage one of the most

interesting secticns of biology. The author

has a way of making the subject absorbingly
interesiing, and technical terms are spar-
ingly used. Quite a deal of information has

been compressed within these ninety two

pages. The book is profusely illustrated,
and a small iccex adds to its value. The
author has had a point of view in setting
out his facts— bringing out the unity of

life and that has helped to make the book

an artistic whole by itself. We have no
hesitaticn in recommerding the book for
use by students of natural science in our
schools. It may even be read as a non-

detailed text to enlarge the store of general -

information on matters of moment. ,
HEALTH AND HYGIENE By B. B. Samant,
Ph.D., pp. 28 :

AGRICULTURE By B. B. Samant, Ph.D.,
Pp. 15, '

PRACTICAL KNOWLEDGE By B. B. Samant,
Ph.D., Pp. 14. Published by the Edu-
cational Adviser’s Office, Government of

Bombay, Law College Buildings, Church-

gate, Bombay 1. Price 2 annas each.

These books are publishrd in a series -

entitled ‘Talking points on Social Education.
Syllabus’. They are intended to facilitate

-the task of teachers engaged in teaching to -

adults the social education course, recently
introduced by the Government. They

indicate the lines on which the preseribed

syllabus may be -taught. They contain,
besides facts, valuable hints about the way

in which the subjects may be developed and

taught, Teachers in bombay will find the
pamphlets very serviceable. Those outside

the State may study them to see how.

Bombay is tackling these problems.

L —————

THE ALL-INDIA EDUCATIONAL CONFERENCE -
- By Sri M. C. KRISHNAN | -

"THE 25th session of the All India Educa-
tional Conference met at the spacious
Osmaniz University Campus at Hydera-

had on December 23, 30 and 31, About 2000

delerates astended ¥rom all over India.

The Reception Committee had taken great -

care -in aftending fothe convenience and

comiort of the delegates. Convenient acco-
modation was provided, but there was some’
dissatisraction at the arrangements about:

food, but very probably the Reception Comi«

miitee could not help it. Mr. Vellodihimself -

T ——F
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peferred to the difficulty of arranging. this
Conference at a time of food scarcity, and
‘that must explain: way the fine nospitalicy
extended to the delezates was not finer still.

For the recreation of the delegates, many
entertainments and excursions had been
< arranged. It is worth mentioning that all
excursions were free, [They were very
enjoyable. but some delegates who. missed

* ~them said that the time-tables of the excur,

sions had not be.n mude available to them.
- The publicity arrangements seemed rairly
satisfactory. The local papers reported the
_ proceedings wita interest and in some
detail. -
. The credit for the successful management
of the Conference on the organisational

- gide, goes in large measurc to Sri M, 3.

Kotisvaran, always a  tireless worker in
the cause of education and now the
indefatigable Secretary of the Recep®ion
Committee. He was ably assisted by &ri K.
Raghavachari and Sri R. Narayanaswamy,
the Assistant Secretaries. :

RECEPTION ADDRESS

- At a special pandal in the Campus the
‘delegates assembled on Dec. 29 to hear the

~ main addresses. The Hon’ble Mr. B. Ramas-
krishna Rso, Education Minister to the
Hyderabad Governrnent, welcomed the
delegates. Extracts from his speech are
given below. :

“This Conference should have been held in

December 1949. But for reasons that are

well-known, I am sorry thz Conference
could not be held as scheduled. We ‘are

- making up for a much-regretied lapse by

- holding this Conference this year under the
Presidentship of Dr Zakir Hussain, who is
not only-a distinguished scholar but a great

. educationist, one who has played an
important part in the shaping of what is
popularly known as the ‘Wardha Sche ne’

~of KEducation. His. association with

" Mahatmaji and his views on natisnal educa-

- tion will be ~an invaluable asset for the

Conference. -

This Session is very important, as it is the

first to be held after the adopiion of the

.Constitution on the 26th January 1950. The

‘need for a: thorough overhauling of the
entire eduecaticnal structure suited to the

" best.genius of our ancient cultural heritage,

.78 well as to the exacting vequirements of

-our modern times, has never been felt a

matter of greater u-gency. While an entire
break with the immcdiate past covermng a
peried of 175 years of pritish rule, may
prove very dimicult in practice, there is
certainly an urgent necessivy for removing
all its unhealthy traditions. and placing our
educational ideals and rolicies on & wuly
national basis. It i, urgently necessary
that we review the entire past. and arrive
at a clearer conception of things educationul
as we would lke to shape them in futwe.
We might easily find, dwing such re-
examination, that many of our concepts of
national education require considerable
madiication, in view of a rapidly changing -
world as well ¢s of the practical ditheuities
in implementing our ideals and policies.

One of the most important and pressing
problems is that of the medium of instruction
at the University stage, and the respective
claims of different langusges over the
students. It has now been universzaly
recognised that the n.other-tongue should
be the medium both at the elementary and
secondary stages of education. I am glad
to be able to tell you, that this.is adopted by
the Hyderabad Government after-the ‘Police
Action’. In practice, however, this principle
also leads to certain broad limitations, and
we have had to recognise the necessity of
opening parallel classes, in ditlerent
linguistic areas where a sufticient number of
students have a non-regional language as -
their mother-tongue, in spite of the obvious
difficulties involved in  implementing the
policy. We have in Hyderabad adopted
English as the medium of instruction in
professional colleges, in orcer to fall in line.
with the system existing in other States.
But . the general question whether it is
advisable to replace kunglish as the medium
of instruction at the University stage in the
immediate future, still remains to ke decided.

The fact that Hindi has been recognised
by the Constitution as the Federal language
and the language of the Government, and a
period of 156 years has been envisaged as
sufficient to carry us through  the tran-
sitional period, makes it necessary for usto
consider this important question in all its
aspects. It appesars to me that for sometime
to come the Indian student will be destined
to bear the burden of a trilingual tyranny,
if.it may be so-celled. ' Asexpert eduaction. -
ists, 1 think, you will be called npon to-
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give your deep thought both to the ideo-
jogi -al and practical aspects of this question,
and offer your own valuable suggestions.

The next and the most important problem
is that of the content of education itself as
imparted in our country at present. Art.
No. 45 of the Constitution has given a
a binding directive to all States to provide
free and compulsory education to every boy
and girl upto the age of 14 years, which
cleariy covers the present period of primary
education as well as a part of middle school
education at least. The different States of
our country have to take suitable steps to
implement this directive within a period of
10 years. It would neither be possible nor
desirable to extend the scope of the present
system of primary education, with all its
defects uncured, at «n enormous cost. A
better system of primary education, more
suited to the environment of village life, is
of the utmost urgency, and it is open to the
educationists all over the country to evolve
a reully practical scheme of primary educa-
tion suited to the genius of the economic
and social life of our country. Any system
of education, which has no relation to the
economic and social life of the country, is
not only devoid of positive value, but full of
harmful results. To be satisfactory, it must
provide a minimum universal education to
all the youth of the country giving free
scope to deserving talent for engaging in
humanistic or scientific studies of a higher
order. But the bulk of the youth of the
country has to be harnessed to productive
activities calculated to increase the national
wealth of the country. Looked at from this
aspect, a thorough overhauling of the system
of secondary and higher stages of education
is an urgent necessity for a healthy develop-
ment of the naticn.” '

Another point which is often considered
to cause some contiict of ideas is the
respective province of the Government and
private enterprise in respect of education.
1 consider the whole structure of education
in the country as a single enterprise, and es
one which has to be co-ordinated and
integrated from the first to the last.”

Mr. VELLODI’S ADDRESS

Inaugurating the Conference Sri M. K,
Vellodi, Chief Minister of Hyderabad, said
that in due course the Government of Hyde.
rahad wonld examine the recommendations

of the Conference which would give the
education system in the State a great deal

‘of stimulus. In Hyderabad today, he said,
there were certain problems peculiar to the -

State connected with the medium of ins-
truction. Owing to historical reasons. the
medium of instruction in schools, evenin
earlier stages, had been Urdu for a consl-
derable time. - The coping stone of this
edifice was placed when it was decided to

found the Osmania University with Urduas
the medium of instraction. Urdu still re- .

mained, though in the somewhat @ilute.d
form known as Hindustani, as medium of
instruction in regard to many departments
of knowledge in higher education. ,

The State comprised of three linguistie
groups, Telugu, Marathi and Kannada. The
educated classes in Hyderabad, Hindu or

Muslim, had a substaniial knowledge of

Urdu. It was the policy of the present
Government of Hyderabad to make regional

languages the media of instruction in

schools, but no decision had been taken with
regard to medium of instruction ir eclleges.
The Osmania University had decided to
change over from Urdu to Hindustani to pave
the way for the ultimate adoption of Hindi.

There were certain practical difficulties in
the way of adoption of the media of regional
languages in schools. . '

The Government were faced with the task
of educating the teachers in regional langua-
ges and the results attained in that direction
so far wefe not satisfactory. The problem
of medium of instruction in the University
stage was even more difficult. A large
number of books had been rendered into
Urdu, and if the medium changed, they
would become merely so much accumulations
of paper. It would be a prodigious under-
taking to translate them into Hindi.

Teachers and students should be showne =

great deal of sympathy during the period of
uncertainty to enable them to manage as

best they could to acquire and impart know--

ledge in the regional languages, 7The post.
ponement of the decision of this important

problem would have the most adverse results =~

on the youth in the next two years. -

Mr. Vellodi in conclusion referred to the =
backwardness of Hyderabad in education, -
Compulsory free elementary education did.
not appear (o be within the reach of the.
Hyderabad Government in the nesr future, .
Txtension of elementary odueption. which

succeed, if adult franchise wa§ to have any
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itself would involve a vast e)ipenditure of

maney, was & more practical proposition. He
however hoped that one of the committees

- of the Conference dealing with the subject
‘of primary and rural education would render
valuable advice in regard to this subject ina -

manner suited to the financial conditions of
the State. '

: Dr. JHA'S SPEECH
Dr. Amarnath Jha, President of the All-

- India Federation of Educational Associations,

4 speakn}g next emphasised the importance of
education at the present moment and
asked whether with universal adult suffrage
in the country it was not a positive danger
to have our future rulers elected by vast

~ masses of illiterate and uneducated persons.

Dr. Jhp said that it was the birth-right of
every child to receive its elementary educa-
tion in its own mother tongue.. The problem
became a little complicated when they pro-
ceeded bayond the elementary siage. At
the secondary and Unijversity stages the
medium of instruction, should, in his view,

be the regional language. He had always -

been a strong advocate of Hindi as the
national language, but he did not agree that
Hindi should be the medium of instruction

~ in every university. Hindishould be taught

by every university, but the medium of ins-
traction should be the regional language.
He, however, thought that it would be in the
interest of the students to have a knowledge
of Hindi, which would be increasingly used

for inter-State communication, in the Indian -
Parliament, and in the Supreme Court of

India, in future.
Dr. Jha then referred to the existence of

- three regional languages in the State of

Hyderabad. He suggested that there should
be three parallel sets of classes in the three
languages, It would be an unnatural impo-

sition on the youth to force them to read
- their subjects through any language other

than their mother tongue.

On the plans being formulated by th
Conference, Dr. Jha said that the Go{zern?
ment would be charged with the responsibi-
lity of implementing them. He hoped that
the Government would be able to get over

their financial difficulties and translate them

.-into action.  The financial di ale
~always be there,. ial difficulties would

Dr. Jha added that if democracy was to

meaning, surely universal education must be
the first step to be taken up by any State.

TRIBUTES TO Dr. ZAKIR HUSSAIN

_Acharya Sriman Narayan Agarval, Prin- -
cipal, Govindram Sakseria College of
Commerce, Wardha, in proposing Dr, Zakir
Hussain to the chair paid glowing tributes
to him, This eminent educationist had
spurned all honours and preferred to keep
‘himself about inthe day-today battle of
polities, . His noteworthy contribution to the
. remodelling of the education system in India

could not be truly estimated yet, and was

beyond compare, '

Mr. H. P. Maitra of Patna in seconding
the.proposal said that Dr. Hussain was born
an idealist and a practical realist. = He would
experiment with new ideas until he proved
‘their practical utility. '

Mr. S. Natarajan of Madras supporting
the proposition, said that if Gandhiji visua-
lised the scheme of basic education, it was
I%r. Zzkir Hussain who gave it a practical
shape.

In the transitional and formative pericd
we were going through, we necded the
guidance of a leader like | r. Hussain to
translate our high ideals into practical
realities, '

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS
Dr. Zakir Hussain then delivered his
presidential address, extracts from which
are given below, :

. ““The exhilarating urge of a unique
hbgn:atlon movement and the pervading
spirit of its great leader have, in their
strivings, to discover the essentials of our
freedom and progress, revealed to us ruch
of what we have to do and the moral
resources we must marshal to reslise our
objectives of national reconstruction. Cre
cannot, in conscience, say that we have Leen
so utterly lacking in material means asto ke
excused from showing measurable results,

But it seems we have not quite realised
the significance of what has haprened; it
is we whom freedom seems to have passed
by. But no country can ke really free
where freedom has nc meaning for the
educator.

THE TEACHERS’ ROLE
Let us who are charged with the grest

-task of national education realise ourrespon-

sibility in the new set-up of things. We are
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' ths custodians of the highest values created

and cherished by our people. If some of us
have never experienced the blissful pain of
having been stirred to the depths of our
being by some of these valuss, our place is

_not in the ranks of the teachers. A teacher

is the transmitter of higher values to his
pupils; - The good teacher, moreover, has to
be a character of the social iype. The
essence of his work is the attempt to get
values realised in other young persons as a

-result of sympathy for and understanding of

the needs and gifts of these persons. His
chief preoccupation is with unripe, growing

lives, with personality in the bud.- The

growth of the morally autonomous persona-
lity is the aim and end of his endeavour.
He never uses the cultaral goods, which are
the tools of his work, as impositions to make
a slavish copy, a cliche. The true teacher
yearns to lead his pupils on to their inner
moral freedom, which should enable them to
work for the moral improvement of the ever

incomplete - society to which they and he

belong, and to work for this even at the risk
of being stoned to death by that society for
performing this in>seapable moral duty. It
requires all his tact and the good teacher’s
tact is remarkable to produce the proper
adjustment batween the individual and the
group. " The significance of each, as you
would know, has been exaggeratzd in turn.
He knows that the individual can compre-

-hend life in and through the group. But he
. knows also how easily the idea of*the group

can dgzgenerate into. an instrument of sup-
pression. There is just some difference

- between the rhythmic march of happy,

nimble feet and the ominous tramp of zn

‘invading army. To the teacher it is this
difference that matters and he feels that,

given the chance, he can help men to grow
who will walk together with jov and work
together with unflagging  zeal for ends

" beyond themselves. He works incessantly

for freedom of development and opportunity

= THE CRUX
_I feel convinced that the teacher’s concep-

-of growth.

-tion of his own work in a free society is the
crux of the educational situation in India.
If we knew the nature of our responsibility
-and strove honestly to fulfil it, we should be
In a posi‘ion to fight the deep and general”
feeling of frustration among our intelligent-
‘sia, among us, that is, ‘and among those

we have educated. - But clearly we are not

accustomed' to bearing responsibility.. We
add to the tragedy by not openly and
honestly facing the truth, by not openly and
sincerely declaring our resolve to accept full
responsibility as teachers of a free peoyle,
to do all the work and bear all the blame, in
the interest of a cause which is higher than
any personal gain. We must cease to look -
upon ourselves as the helpless parts of a
rickety machine which has to be worked ard
repaired by others. We are, indeed, parts
of an enormous machine ; but the meclire
is an organic political society in a foimative
stage, and our efficiency as partsdeperds cn
the extent to which we are akle to work
with courage and initiative and with full
confidence in the value of our objectives,

The general inclination now-a-days is to
expect the Government to do everytling
and much of the dissatisfaction and resent-
ment we find is due to the fact that the
expectation is not fult.lled. The duties of
the government in a progressive society are,
no doubt, very comprehensive butthese are

_ a reflection of the responsibilities that the

members of progressive societies imrose cn
themselves. A government act'ng cn its
own initiative may be democratic, but it
cannot create or strengthen demccracy.
The significant feature of a democracy is
not a government that works in tke
common interest, but the individual citizen
who obliges it to do so. It is the rercona-
lity of the citizen who thinks, organizes,
acts, in order to realise himself asa social
being which makes democracy real, and.
such a personality cannot develop in an
atmosphere of derendence on the govern-
ment. If we depend on the state, the state
derends even more on us. If the state can,
in a measure, supply the means, we should,
in greater measure, prescribe the ends.

BASIC EDUCATION

The experience we have had during the
last 12 years with the scheme of basic
education reminds me forcibly of how
confusion of thought about the functions of
the educationist and the state, of the non-
official znd the official agencies of edteation,
can undermine: the self-confidence and-

_efficacy of both. The scheme of basic-

education -~ was- a non-official edrcational .
scheme. The idea was placed before a
conference of private educationists by
Mahatma Gandhi in 1987. Mahatmaji kad .
been thinking aloud for some time about &
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' mathod of sducation which would not throw

it whole weight on the state, a methodin.

vhich the pupil could become a producing
xld carning member-of society almost from
the start, a method that would derive from
the basic: economic and_social needs of its
environment and would make the whole
processof learning a means of developing
personality and building up true democratic
citizenship. Mahatmaji was so incredibly
honest that he shared with us not cnly his

conclusions but also the whole. process of

his thought. - Quite a few of us " jumped at
this part of the process or at that and got
annoyed, or frightened or shocked. We
got-astounded at the idea of work in school

and productive work at that. Visions of’

dark dens of sweated child labour began to
rise before our morbid imagination. The
idéa of self-sufficiency of schools was
ridiculed. The highbrows were offended.
It was with mental reservation that the
scheme was subsequently accepted as an
integral part of the programme of edu-

cational reconstructicn. But good time has
been lost. The non-official agencies have

been able to experiment on a restricted
seale, which makes the conclusions of their
experimentation valid only in alimited way.

The official ageney has in most cases .

changed the scheme beyond recoenition and

cannot be said to_have tested it with any
degree of thoroughness and impartiality. It

would be foolish in such an atmosphere of

intellectual indolence and insincerity. to-
expect any Truitful discussion of the under-
lying ideas of the scheme. o

- EDUCATION, KNOWLEDGE
AND SKILL

The idea of establishing the basic system -
of national education on productive work is
really the application to a limited field of a -

ymuch more general principle, which I think
should prevail at all stages of education.

"The education of a mind is essentially a which distinguishes it from the play-activity

porocess of revivifying in it the latent values .. of children. ~The mental activity involved

~ ‘contained in goods of culture. There are
.- =zarious types of mind, and various. types of -
cultural goods. The process of effective -
. education demands a: congruence and cor- -
.~ grespondence between the mind that has_ to
. Jpe educated and the mind that produced the -
..~ ultural good which is the instrument of .
=", -&he former’s education. To understand the: -
snature of the process of assimilation, we
should remember that the mental food .
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offered by goods of -culture can glva_ raal

nutrition to the mind only through whatI”

would call educationally productive work,.

Knowledge, as you can easily see, can'be of
two kinds ; it can be knowledge acquired by - -
someone else by his labour and passed on to -

us as information; or it can be knowledge.
acquired by us through our own experience,

“knowledge which has grown up in our mind

by its own work. Similarly, skill can be of

" two -varieties; it can be mechanical skill . .
attained by imitative diligence capable of

repeating existing values; or it can be a

non-mechanical skill based on natural dis--
position creating new v:lues. The_ first :
kind of knowledge and the first kind of -

skill are additions from outside, the second

kind an enrichment and a transformation . .

from within; the first representsan external
appendage, the second signifies an internal

development ; the first is ipstruction, the -
second education: the first is mere super.’

ficial polish, the second essential culture,
As long as education was integrally related
with life and was not taken over by
specialised azencies as a_partial function,
by and large the second kind prevailed.

But specialised institutions of ed}1¢atiqn~
‘turned more and more to the first kind; till
“these became their almost exclusive coneern.
‘This may be more true of our country, but.

it is generally true of all.. But during the
last fifty years-or so there has been a strong

reaction against this position. Our own -
Indian scheme of Basic National - Education -
is one of the most significant developments. -

anywhere in the world in this direction. -
PRODUCTIVE WORK

‘Educationally ~productive ' work isall

activity, manual or mental, which initiates

new ideas and makes possible new combina- -

tions of - ideas already present with aview -

to reach a higher unity of mental lifeora

higher . development of the’ capacity to .

express or realise them. It is this purpose

in productive work, as defined here, ‘being

‘purposeful, tends to lead from purpose ta

purpose. . In ' the pursuit "of this. ever-
widening circle ‘of purposes, one ' exercises
all one’s powers and puts forth -all one’s
energy. . o Lo el

Traditiona] knowledge and  mechanical

kill their place in educational work,
gkill have their place in € e the

hut enly when they coms in the gaps.
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. of knowledge acquired or sought to be
eequired by -direct experience and of skill
attained or sought to be -attained through
" creative work.  Productive mental work in-
“art, science or technique should be placed in

the service of socicty, if the artist or the

_seientist or-the technician is to grow into s

full and not a partial man. If productive
work is. essential for mental development

‘and growth, its close association with the
.. service of others ‘is esse¢ntial for man’s’

moral and social growth. Productive mental

work can give an end and a purpose to_the
-individual ; ‘harnessing it to social ends

gives to the individual a social meaning and
significance. Into  communities of such
work must we transform all our educational
institutions, if they- are to perform their

" appointed task with any degree of real

success, I deliberately say ‘all our educa-
tional institutions’. For it is. only be such
productive educational work that they can
become true places of education. It is not
only the basic schools, but our secondary
schools and colleges and universities also

‘that should hasten to make use of this only
- - available instrument of true education.

Difficult almost beyond words and yet if

- we are to go forward asa people, a task
- which must be undertaken and performed.

SELF-SUFFICIENCY
. AND BASIC-EDUCATION
While recognising that from the stand-

~point of educational theory, social stability,

and economic and  political advancement
there ‘is nothing more urgent than the

introduction of basic education throughout

the country, we should know that the
resources of the state will not render this

possible for yet some time. to come. We

shg'ngld utilise the present period in the same.
spirit as the .entrepreneur makes use of a

- period of trade depression. Let us organise

well-thought-out programmes of basic edu-
cation in selected schools and in compact

‘areas ; make use of all the available non-

official agencies anxious to put forth their

~best for this important tagk; give them,
“liberally the resources they lack; let them
organise an 8 year course as one integral

whole, -and make them accept self-suffi-

ciency as-the acid- test of the 8 years”
programme - of basic education, so that the.
“running expenses-of the school are met by

the sale. of usable articles produced - by

 children, -have no hesitation in recom-  the service of the pecple around, - Dug

mending: a8 an educational choice what.:
e¢onomic necessity will one day perhaps
force us to dceept. L o
The acceptance of educationally produ-.
ctive work as the only instrument of all
true educaiion has its implications for.the
secondary stage in education also. It is:
not a link between two stages, but the
backbone of the whole system. - 1t is given
at an age when the human personality
ghscovers and expresses itself through its
intellectual, aesthetic, scientific or technical
aptitudes, an age at which. discipline bears”
fruit and character begins to draw upon
those inner resources which are the susten-
ance of life. It is the age at which the
mind gets a hold on processes and ideas,
when skill becomes established and initiative

- begins to exercise its power. Although

circumstances do not encourage any great
hopes, I may be excused my irreyressible.
optimism if I dream of a diversified system
of secondary education orgznised, I guess,
into Schools of Languages and Social
Sciences, Schools of Mathematics and
Natural Sciences, Scheols of Technique and
Schouls of Art, to suit the vary ing aptitudes
of boys and girls, with free places to make.
this education available even for tle joorest
boy or girl wich the requisite capacity to
proﬁE by it. .

REFORM OF SECONDARY EDUCATION

In my discussions with friends about this.
diversification of secondary - education, I
have always come across the objection that
this would make secondary education too .
narrow, too vocational. -The alternatives of
general intellectual education and concrete
practical education present themselves with
great presistence in all educational discus-
sion. 1t needed all the stupidity the world

-could muster to render professional ‘edu-

cation culturally sterile. We confined it
only to technique and neglected the obvious -
truth that no vocation stands alone by

itself but is part of a pattern of life and

receives its meaning and significance from
its context. The standard of education is
not the amount of information in an other-

- wise empty head, but a familiarity with the:

laws of nature and mind, knowledge and art
derived even from a comparatively limited
material, atrained moral will developed in. .
actual ‘'work, and the use to which this
knowledge and this moral - energy is put in
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considerationfor the peculiar aptitude of the

educand, all possible limitation of the
material dealt with, all possible extension

of the opportunities of observation, creation
and exoression, all possible encouragement
of self-activity and moral indevendence,
these appear t6 me to be the cardinal roirts
in a programme of the reconstruction of our
sacondary, as of all education.
ROLE OF UNIVERSITIES

The great national enterprise of the
reconstruction of our basic and post-basic
education depends in a considerable measure
on our universities. Leaders for this enter-
prise must come from the universities. QOur
universities seem to keep themselves aloof
from all problems that are not academic.
Our knowledge seerrs to be imprisoned in
the lecture room and fights shy of social
usefulness. But it scems to mo that the
universities are the only bas: from which
we can organiss future opzrations with any
hop~ of substantial results. Thev have soire
traditins, they havs s me standards, they
have b2en able, by and larg>, to scl~ct their
personnel. They ara wore or less equipred
for work., What they need is a re-rientation
of‘their function in national life and ¢quip-
ment for the new functions that are to be
assigned to them. Th- introduction of free
and compulsory basic education on a nation-
wide scale will, I am afraid, take time.

The re-organisation of the entire secondary

education in a big way will also have to wait
for more prosperous days. But the univer-
gities, which should help in doing all this,
have already so much that a generous
reass—ssment of their requiremrnts in view
of thoir new functions will probably not be
00 great a strain on the nation’s rcsources.
This is a sphere in which the investment
and the vield could be calculat. d with fair
precision and the danger of our grip on the
working of our projects would not be very
serious. . It would be most prudent, I think,
if th= needs of our universities could be
studi-d and provided for with a view to make
them effective means of national reconstruc-
tion. But we must be clear about our aims,
We shall have to make the seminaries of
higher learning into seats of single-minded

devotion to the preservation of the national

heritage, the pursuit and discovery of truth
and its application to the problems of our
daily. life, generously supported by public
‘ fands and left absolutely free to, perform
their noble task as a sacyed trust,” ‘

‘OTHER PROGEEDINGS -~ ¢ .« =7

Sii M. S. Kotisvaran, Ceneral Sectetary:
of the Reception Committee, then read
messages from prominent educationists, the.

world Organisation of the teaching profes-.
sion and the World Federation of Teachers. -

in Europe. - ,
Swami Ramenand Tirth, former President

* of the Hyderabad State Congress, declared-

open the Educational Exhibiiion. L

The exhibition was at the premises of the-
Arts College. Stalls were put up by ‘the
Central Ministry of Agriculture explaining
the production of palm gur and the uses of
the palm lzaf, by the Children’s Book
Council of Mysore displaying an attractive
collection of Looks, by the All India Charkha-

Sangha demonstrating the manufacture of

Khaddar and by the Hyderabad Cottage
Industries Department. Bidri-ware, filigree,
ivory work, buttons, clay work, tintoys. food
products, Paithan pallcos and Hirrro
fabrics of Aurangabad were among the
exhibits. '

Among the artistic exhibits were colour

drawings from the Seindia School, Gwalior;
leather work, painiings and soft stone work:
from the Mayo College, Ajmere and lutina
work from Daly College, Indore. , ’

There were also exhibits from the Modern
School, New Delhi; the Doon School, Dehra
Dun the Rajkumar College, Raipur; the
National Defence Academy, Dehra Dun,
Yadavendra Public School, Patiala and the
S. S. P. M. School, Poona.

- RESOLUTIONS
Resolutions were passed : - .

- (i) requesting the Government of India
to appoint a Committee of Educationists to
investigate the system of examinations now

in vogue and suggest suitable  modifications
and expressing the opinion that the present

system of examinations should be supple-
mented by psychological and other correla-
tive tests. : o

(ii) declaring that no unilateral method' :
should be followed in educating" the

aborigines. - o N ‘ o
and (iii) recommending the expansion

of the National Cadet Corps and military
training of ~ students. _in ' 'schools and:

Colleges, the starting of degree courses in:

physical education and the establishment of =
a Central Institute for Research in Physics] ..

Education, =
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& “A series which is so markedly good” &3 .

NEW STUDY READERS

H. MARTIN, M. A.(OXoN), ©O. 8. E.

LATE PRINCIPAL OF THE ISLAMIA COLLEGE, PESHAWAR

BZT™ A great responsibility lies on you, for it makes all the difference which
series of English Readers you select.

“The PRIMER (90 pages) has been prepared to meet the need of teach-
ing English as a foreign lancuage: The text is well illustrated. Lessons pro-
ceed from singular to plural, masculine to feminine, assertive to interrogative.

The ideas are simple and the filling up of blanks indicated will be a useful step

in the learning of English.

; B
“In READER 1 (95 pages) the chief aim is ‘to provide material for sen- 7

tence drill> Many of the exercises at the end of each lesson are in the same
form of sentence construction.

“READER II'(131 pages) has lessons on a variety of subjects—stories,
poems, dialogues, descriptions and talks on popular subjects written (except the
poems) by the author. Short notes for help in understanding the subject
matter and questions on the subject matter are found at the end of each lesson.

«READERS III, IV and V are on the same model. The lessons are on
different subjects suitable for pupils in 'Forms Il or 111 to Form V. '

EZZ" ¢ A systematic use of thése readess will help pupils to grasp the

fundamentals of English usage.

.« Mr, Martin’s name isa GUARANTEE FOR THOROUGHNESS and
as usnal Messrse Cooper have brought out a NEW and BRILLIANT series of
Readers. It is hoped they will have the popularity they so richly deserve. -
The Educational Reviews Madras (March-April 1938).

" K. & J. COOPER - PUBLISHERS - BOMBAY, 4

Sole Selling-Agents for South India :—
a Christian Literature Society for India, Park Town, Madras.
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CHILDREN-OQUR NATION’S WEALTH
BY SrI K. N. PASUPATHI, B.A. L.T., Heacmaster, Municipal High School, Kurnool.

THAT our children to-day will be citizens

to-morrow, and that they constitute the
nation’s wealth in a real sense, is evident to
all. But the potential wealth implied in
them will not prove to be real wealth in the
future unless they are provided with
opportunities to grow and develop aright
physically, mentally and morally so as to
make efficient and useful citizens contribut-
ing tothe good of the state. Hence the
importance of the training of the child
1dlflring the early years of home and school
ife.

Modern educational thought suggests that
the real education of a child commences
even when a child is a year or two old. Mr.
Bertrand Russel, deemed one of the world’s
best thinkers, is of opinion that even the
first vear of life of a child should not be
regarded as outside the sphere of education.
In their early years, children need to be
properly handled at home so that the found-
ations are laid for proper habits of mind,
1}.’10% the formation of health and character

abits.

The responsibility of parents in the

-bringing up of children is very great. But

in our country where grinding poverty and
abysmal ignorance © prevail, more than
eighty per cent of parents cannot bestow any
thought on the right bringing up of children.
Even the well-to-do parents rarely. think
seriously on the matter. They simply leave
things to chance and “custom. The old
women at home invariably turn children
into ‘‘pampered parasites”’.

Children should be encouraged in their

" spontaneous activities. They should have

TYITYT & 1

opportunities to find annusements around
them, and their efforts should be stimulated.
Regularity and routine are of utmost
importance inearly childhood, and regular
habits in regard to food, sleep ete. should
be formed. A combination of love and
knowledge is necessary on the part of
parents in the training of children. In the
growth of children, early childheod is of
immeasurable imrportance, for during this
period the formation of such habits as will
give happiness and usefulness to the child,
has to be brought about.

Now, who is to do this? The parent or
the teacher ? In view of the large majority
of poor and ignorant parents in our country,
this has to be done in nursery schools. The
state should provide a network of nursery
schools in villages and towns in adequate
number so that every child, however poor,
may have opportunities of developrmrent.
Even the well-to-do parents cannct be
expected to possess the skill and the leisure
for the difficult task of training young
children. And children canngt get at home
as much of what they need as they can get
in a nursery schcol where the companion-
ship of other children and the provision of
suitable environment would be possible.
Serious investigation and enquiry require to
be made by the state to reduce the cost of
nursery schools to a minimum, and thou-
sands, even millions of teachers may have
to be trained and equipped for the task.
The teaching profession should attract more
and more young men and women who should
take to teaching children in a spirit of dedi-
cation. It would be possible to attract
educated girls tothe profession in lerger
numbers if the service-conditions of teachers
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are improved much and if the profassion is

— treated with the dignity and respect which

is inherently essential to it.

(& In the training of the child, the elemen-
tary or primary school has to play a great
part. Unfortunately in our country, elemen-
tary education seems most neglected. We
have ill equipped and wretchedly provided
teachers whose teaching efficiency in most
cases is perhaps in exact ratio to the emolu-
ments paid to them. The age-group of
children entrusted to elementary schools is
5 to 10. The main thing attempted here is
the imparting of literacy : musie, arts and
crafts should find a place in the eurriculum
. of these schools and be well provided for.

The education of a school child must be a
preparation for life enabling him to earn a
decent livelthood. A care-free, well-nourish-
ed physical life is essential for the future
of the child. In our country, education
unforunately does not necessarily mean a
capacity for decent economic existence.
The products of schools should become more
and more efficient workers—manual workers,
than théir uneducated neighhours. The
present reform of secondary education ajims
at achieving this object. The introduction
of_ the industrial or vocational element in
High Schools along with literary education,
seems quite necessary. Moreover, education

- for life implies training that would enable a
person to spend his leisure hours pleasantly
and profitably. It should enable him to take
an intelligent, enlightened interest in the
affairs of his country and fellowmen, and in
the progress of the world, in ‘general. It
should also develop in him a taste for the
beautiful. Art is 2 necessary embellishment
for proper existence.

In the education of children, the most
important element is the teacher. Teachers
with high idealism and principles must come
forward to shoulder the task of teaching
the young. Without. proper ideals, no

13

teachar ean achieve much. The bulk of the_
teachers to-day are unfortunately drifting
without ideals to animate and inspire them
in the classroom. The true teacher must
constantly evaluate his work and constantly
adjust it while working with children. He
is not a mere professional wage-earner like
a member of other professions. To him is
entrusted the sacred task and responosibility
of moulding young peoplein the impres-
sionable period of their life, and his success
or failure gets necessarily reflected in the
pupils he teaches. Hence the need for
every teacher to be inspired by proper aims
and ideals in his work. In this sense, unless
a teacher is enthusiastic and self-sacrificing,
and imbued with a high sense of service, he
cannot prove a suceess.

In the education of the school-child, the
teacher’s task is not merely the imparting

of instruction. but the training of character.’

The co-operation of parents must be forth-
coming in a large measure if success is to be
attained by the teacher in character-train-
ing. To check such ill habits on the part
of pupils as chronic late-coming, fajlure to

do home-work, irregular attendance ete.,

the hearty go-operation of parents is essen-
tial. Class-teachers have to take a lively,
intelligent interest in every pupil and rstab-
lish an intimate contact with his parent.
This would prove a suceessful means of
improving the pupil’s habits and work.

If only teachers, whatever the economic
conditions under which they work, remem-
ber that the pupils whom thev train to-day
will be citizens tomorrow, and do their work
in an efficient and enthusiastic manner so
that they develop the body and mind of the
school child on right lines and enable him
to become conscious of his responsibility to
the country and society, they will have
fulfilled the sacred .duty entrustedto them
as teachers and members of a noble pro-

fession. -
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SOME COMMENTS ON NUTRITION EDUCATION:
By Ra0o SAHIB T.N.S. RAGHAVACHARI Retd. Public Health Bacterelogist,
V St. Thomas Mount, Madras.

PROF. Juanita H. Archibald, BSC., M.A.,
Chief of the Physical Fitness Division
of the Pubiic Health Department of Nova

" Scotia, addressing a meeting of educationists

stated :

“ Nutrition is very important to attain
good health. A great deal of scientific
knowledge has been accumulated during
recent years. and it is necessary to bring

about the correct application of this know-

ledge. In-order to be able to do this we
should carefully consider the nutrition pro-
blems of the people, and the connected
social and economic factors. It requires also
the study of our educational methods’’.

Nutrition is a new science. Nutrition
Education is one of the most recently
developed aspects of this science. We have

. vet to decide and finalise the best’ methods

of teaching others that which has been
established as fact. In America certain
experimental work on ‘Nutrition Education’

- has created a stimulation of interest in dezl-

ing with nutrition problems. Some work
has also been directed to the development of
programmes for the home, the school and
the community, and to the +¢raining of
leaders to guide the programmes. Nutrition
experts and directors of nuirition education
have a great responsibility when they plan
to alter people’s food habits. They should
proceed in a conciliatory and democratic
fashion to help people to solve their own
problems and satisfy their own needs. They
should find out by detailed observation and
careful study what will suit & given group
of people under normal and abnormal condi-
tions of food production and availability.
The nutrition education programme should,
therefore, be thought of as a community,
home and school programme, and planned,
conducted and assessed on a cooperative
basis by the parties concerned. Emphasis
on the varied aspects of the problem may
differ with localities und communities. It
ig netessary to know the point of view of
members of the community in order to
approach problems wisely and well. In
many communities, for instance, the adults
fecel that ** the food which their parents

- certain food fallacies.

consumed is good enough for them”. IQ
may be true in certain cases, bui it Would(
be necessary to show them that the food™
supply has changed enormously in the last
few vears. Food has been prepared and
processed in ways that present problems
which their ancestors did not have. For
example, the highly seasoned and fried-in-
fat dishes of the present day, wherein the
vitamin content is entirely lost in the pro-
cessing, have replaced the stewed-in-their-
own juice preparations—rich in vitamins
and salts—of our ancestors, resulting in
considerable loss of food value. They should
know the food habits of the people and the
composition of their common inexpensive
foods, so that a few facts may be stressed
instead of attacking the entire food problem,
There is a growing tendency now in some
communities te follow food fads and accept
¢ If this should be
checked, 1t is most important to present
well established and proven scientific facts,

It is no doubt true that people are reached
best in a personal way by individual instruc.
tion, Group instruction in schools, and in
adult education centres is necessary in
order that larger numbers will thereby be
benefited. The instruction should be graded,
and adapted to suit the intelligence, experi-
ence, needs and interests of the groups.

Education in nutrition is best acepmplished
by concenirating on children in schools
because the basis of long-term improvement
of nutrition in any community or state lies
with the children. The first and foremost
aim of our schools must: be to develop
young Indians sound in mind and body,
For this reason, & health programme which
includes both health services and health
teaching is an essential part of this school
programme. Education in nutrition is a vital
part of this health programme and should
become a part of the curriculum of the
entire school. It should include considers
ration of the school environment and such
phases of school life as the mid-day meul
(lunch) at scheol for it the children. Cocper-
ation of teachers, pupils and ‘parents is

“always to be maintained, A committee ({ox
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every school)  representing  students
teachers, parents, school managers, an
heslth personnel of the village or town,
should be constituted to assist in the pro-
motion of the nutrition education programme
in the school and in making such modifi-
cations in it as are indicated by experience.

As, their teacher is the person who is
~ mainly responsible for imparting instruction
to students in regard to foods, he should
have adequate knowledge of the subject of

nutrition. Health personnel shouid assi_st
the teacher, if and when necessary, in
acquiring accurate and correct information

and in guiding the programme. Co-opera-
tion, in this as in every other branch of
human endeavour, is the keynote to success,
and so the teacher, the parent, the student
and the health worker should pull as a team
with energetic and willing support from the
school management.

POTENCY COF THE AGE GROUP 25 TO 40 IN
RENASCENT INDIA®

By Dr. S. R. RANGANATHAN M.A., L. T., D. Litt., President, Indian Library Association,
and Professor of Library Science, University of Delhi

The subject of the discourse has three
focal points :

1. Age group 25 to 40;
2. Potency ; and
3. Renascent India

&LREADY I have been asked why 25 has

been taken as one of the end points,
wheress in law it is only 18 or 21 which is
the starting point of adult age. 1 shall
therefore begin with the second of the
above focal points, -

1 OCTAVE THEORY
10 GENESIS

My authority for starting with age 25 and
finishing with age 40 is the Octave Theory
of Life. This Octave Theory was propound-
ed by one of the greatest thinkers of our
country, the late Professor V. Ramaswami
Iyer, the Founder of the Indian Mathe-
matical Society. How acute and penetrative
his intellect was is indicated by the epithet
“Profassor’ which was applied to his name,
though he had been only a Revenue Officer
and a Magistrate all through his life.
Ind=ed, he earned the title ‘Professor’ even
when he wasa lad of 18. IfI tell you how
he earned that title at that early age, you
will get a measure of the acuteness of his
brain. When he was still a student in the
mathematics department of the Presidency
Colicge, Madras—a premature student as he

was only 18 years, he sent some mathe-
matical papers to a British periodical. Its
Editor was so struck by their originality and

depth that he inferred that the writer

should be a mature professor in the Univer-
sity of Madras and so his reply was
addressed as ‘Professor Ramaswami Iver’.
This was announced by the Professor of
Mathematics in the class in which young
Ramaswami was a student. Since that time
he had been known as ‘Professor’.

-Two months before his death, in Novem-
ber 1935, Ramaswami lyer had his ambition

to lecture in a University fulfilled, as a -

result of the University of Madras inviting
him to give a few special lectures on one of
his pet themaes of research in Geometry. At
that time he was guesting with me. He was
65 years of age. One morning he expounded
to me his Octave Theory of Life.
11 FigrstT QCTAVE

The first 8 years are spent in childhood
with irrepressible cariosity in diverse
things, but without capacity to concentrate
on one thing for any length of time. The

possioilities of the personality are too latent

to be sensed accurately by any but the
gifted few —the mystics and the supermen.
12 SECOND OCTAVE

In the second octave ~9 to 16 years-—the
mind begins to develop; but it is the memory

s Lectur¢ delivered by Dr. S, R Ranganathan at the Cultural Assaciation of Dzin) a4 the Quaker Ceatre

%
"

on 28 October, L1950,
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part that is strongest and develops most. In
this age one learns anything by heart with
ease. Memory is not only capacious but also
wvery strong. It isa matter of experience for
old people that they remember vividly their
experiences of the second octave and can
repeat without effort what was memorised

in that octave, whereas the experiences

of the immediate past are often forgotten
and memorising becomes almost impossible.
In this second octave, verbal dominance
sets in and almost ousts the dominance of
the concrete This predominance of the
memory part of one’s personality prevents
a reliable estimate of its potentiality and
~of its future possibility.

13 THIRD OCTAVE

The third octave, 17 to 25, is the Octave
of Turbulence. Violent changes take place
in the body, the emotions and the intellect.
Children shout up to uncanny heights in this
octave. Their voices break. When they
return from their college for their vacation,
parents are often amazed at the enormous
change which they see in the children in
this octave. Perhaps the last eruption in
the mouth — the wisdom teeth - takes place
in this octave. The glandular system
becomes very active. Certain glands begin
to release their distinctive hormones in such
profusion for the first time that the very
balance of the persons is disturbed. It is
most visible in the emotional make-up-—
violent temper, sullenness, truancy, break-
ing off from parents, preference to strange
company — these are some of the well known
effects of the hormones.

One thing which happens frequently is
that there isan occultation of the intellec-
tual urge by the lower emotions which are
closest tothe bodily organism. It is a problem
for parents to handle their children in this
octave. Mere authority only induces rebel-
lion. Sympathy is also often abused. Stanly
Hall has written a voluminous book called
Adolescence examining this turbulence in
the third octave. Perhaps I am not wrong
when I say that it is only through God’s
grace that a person can be pulled through
this octave unhurt. At any rate itisonly
a small percentage of people who retain
personality undamaged permanently during
this octave. In some cases, the early
promises disappear utterly, Witness some
of the mathematieal and musieal prodigies

who are unheard of beyond the third octave
One such victim of adolescence was my
student when I was teaching Mathematics
in Madras some thirty years ago. Indeed,
the third octave is full of unpredictable and
uncertain potentialities. :

14 FOURTH OCTAVE

It is in the fourthoctave— 25 to 32 years—
that a person begins to find himself, turbu-
lence begins  to subside, the imaginary
world of adolescence begins to vanish slowly
and finally gets knocked out by the realities
of life. A sense of disillusionment sets in.
This makes some become misanthropic. But
those, who do not succumb so easily, begin
their purposive preparation for life in the
fourth octave. Living in the presence of
masters, seeking their influence and sub-
mitting to severe discipline, are some of the
means by which personality attempts to get
into a steady state of development. In this
octave, it is helpful to avoid splashy demon-
stration or lime-light of any sort. The
tradition is that the most ereative persons
of the world had spent the fourth octave,
almost unnoticed by others in deep Bralima-
charya, undivided devotion to a single
pursuit - shunning publicity, attraction or
even recognition. In fact a perusal of Bain’s
Cosmic consciousness will show that the
fourth octave in the life of the most pro-
found persous of the past presents a lacuna
in their known life history.. What Jesus
did and where he was between 25 and 32 is
an unsolved mystery. In our own life-time,
the same has been the case with Sadhu
Sundar Singh. The gifted few often attain
maturity towards the end of this octave.

15 F1rTH OCTAVE

But the majority of people are somewhat
slow to mature. In their case purposive
preparation for life has to be extended into
the fifth octave too—the period 33 to 40.
This is the octave in which work chastity
must become involuntary in one’s way of
life. This is again the octave when the
habit of creative expression should be
cultivated and fixed. I remember two great
intellects who were senior tome and who
used to speak to me about the potency of
the fifth epoch in determining the future
of one's life. Mahamahopadhyaya S. Kuppu-
swami Sastriar and Sir P. S. Sivaswami [yer
had great industry, intellect and devction
to their chosen fleld of work., They had
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amassed considerable information
great capacity to create new though%l.ld lg?zctl
whgn_ I knew them intimately, they were in
the sixth and the seventh actave of their
%:lgf.s, respectively. They usad to analyse
Th\,ll' own career retrospectively with me
"hey used to regiet their not having culti:
vated correct habits of conserving the crea-
tive urge, when they were in their fifth
octave,which was the most potent one in the
formation of this habit. They used to tell
e that the creative urge could be fed kept
alive and made 10 grow only if the habit of
embodying new thought—the habit of com-
mitting to writing whatever new thoughts
occurred ~was formed when one was still in
th‘e fx_fth octave. In the ecase of the
precoclous people waose creative output is
abf;l()l‘fni_l in the fifth ostavs, either life is
nﬁu continued beyond the fifth octave as in
the case of_ the mathematician Ramanujan
and the phllosopher Shankara, or there is a
complete cessation of creative work after
oc’tave‘as in the case of Newton. These are
exceptional men. But in the case of the
majority, if the fifth octave is used intensi-
vely 'tor purposive preparation, the later
ogtavgs can become periods of considerable
creative work. It is the dissipation of life
1‘nuthe fpux-tll and fifth octaves, which is
responsiole for the terrible wr'eckage of
%ulte a number of persons in their later life
here seems to be a fateful tendency in
sqmety to help dissipation rather than to
prevent it in these two potent octaves in
the 1'1\{es of peaple. The entropy —i. e. the
una:xr’allab111ty of personality to do ersative
wm}\—-seems to show an inherent tendency
to increase. It is for individuals with a
(sitrong will to overcome this entropic ten-
¢ gncy : and perhaps collective thinking on
the subject can increase the number of
individuals who can develop the will to
overcome it. Professor V. Ramaswami Iyer
?ﬁig ;gl{sfitc}nnt'&}?e c&lse of those who developed
iently, the means for i
the potency of the age level 25 tl;a;g e‘sgiﬁ%
gravitate towards them. In his own case
he regarded the discovery of Ramanujan
and the foundation of the Indian Mathe
matical Society as ths most outstanding 0£
such a development of will. We know that
tt;hlst estimate of his is quite true. It is difficult
I,od_hmk of the mathematical awakening of
ndia during the last half a century without

(:011necFi11g it with these two events associ-
ated with Ramaswami Tyer's life

It 1116 SIXTH OCTAVE.

18 usually the sixth octave, the age level
41 1:'0 48, which has the greateét den%ity oef
creé:}twe thinkers and leaders drawn from
or t;nary men. Effectiveness of the contri-
bution of the sixth octave to the good of the
fgrg}tﬁﬁ;ﬁm& largely depends upon the way

¢ 1s age group used it tuni

when it was in the ﬁftlrm) octavé.s cpportunity

17 SEVENTH OCTAVE.

In a normal community, the s
octave age level, 49 to 56, y’brir?gs Ei‘éer’;l?é
good and pad effects of the way in which
Ehe members in this octave had used :cheir
fourth and fifth octaves. But Ramaswami
Tyer said with some sadness that in India
this octave was mostly wasted by a sense of
frustration which made them mark time and
look towards retirement from life in their
55th year, under a regulation and convention
imposed on the Indians by the foreign
bureaucracy whose memters desired to
retire even when they were fit to take up
some work in their own home and Legin so
to speak their second innings. '

Wt b 18 EIGHTH QCTAVE,

'hat happened in India in the se

What h ; 1e seventh
octave usually happened in all the communi-
gxes in the eighth octave i.e. the age level
:fitt_o 64, ‘Decnnmg interest in the affairs
of the world and decreasing vitality usually

lead many people to fini ir i
this cctane, P nish off their career in

19 NINTH OCTAVE,

But those, that are caj ntinui
their virility of mind fr?(lf I?JS(fIyCGLll)st;ntl}lllgi%
ninth octave 1.e., the age level 65 to 72, in
lifting up society with the greatest poss’ible
iadégt}on thpy_are capable of. In our own
Iia' ition this is the period of Vanaprasth .
: is 1m this octave that narrow interests

esappear, selfishness gets sublimated and
asense of untruncated universality develops
This process is usually helped by the dawn
of spiritual interest. One of the means of
reaping the fullest benefit in the ninth
octave is tp_familiarise oneself while at the
age level, 25 to 40, with the eternal literature
of spiritual import so richly embodied in our
own classical Sanskrit. On the day on which
Prtofessor Ramaswami Iyer developed this
ﬁc (?\fze.;:heory, he was repenting that he
1 ad failed t0 acquire competence in Sanskrit
anguage when he was at the most potent
age level of 25t0 40.  His yearning to beng-
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it from the treasuros embedded in the
Ramoyona and the Bhogawata by at least
having them. read and interpreted to him
was very intense. One day when I was

reading and interpreting some of their
chapters, I found him all in tears. He al-

. most sobbed saying ‘“What a great treasure
. I have denied to myself by neglecting the

opportunity which I had in my youth to
familiarise myself with the means of having
access to it! What a great handicap it is
now proving to be to fulfill my yearning to
pursue other things, things of the spirit
and problems like that of the Soul, Life and
God’’. Those that live up to this octave feel
that they have come to the parting of ways.
Even they seem to attach great value to the
way in which the age level, 25 to 40, is to
be utilised to increase the potency of every
later octave.

9 POTENCY OF THE AGE GROUP 25 TO 40.

I now turn -to the second focal point—
potency of the age -level 25 to 40. The
decisive part which the fourth and fifth
octaves play has been referred to at various
stages of the octave-analysis. The potency
of these two octaves is unmistakable. The
quality of adaptability, mental habit-for-
mation and personality adjustment are at
their best in these two octaves. The habit
and adjustment that might have been form-
ed in the first two octaves are liable to the
danger of being altered to the worse or even
destroyed altogether in the third octave of
{urbulence. But whatever is cultivated
during the fourth and fifth octaves is culti-
vated deliberately, purposively and witha
determination to carry it all through life,
nay, even of improving it by constant
exercise. That is why the good as well as
the bad habits formed at this age level last
all through life. That is why the potency
of this age level is far greater than that of
any other octave.

21 THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE AGE
i GROUP 25 TO 40.

The quality of the leadership of a country
is therefore formed and determined by the
way in which the group of the fourth and
fifth octaves shapes itself. -This is a group
which carries its destiny in its own hands.
It is a group much more mature than the
one met with in the earlier octaves. Itis
not a group whose education and develop-
ment is controlled by formal agencies. It
is a group dependent primarily on self-edu-

cation. It can therefore make or mir its
own destiny. The greatest danger which
this group should avoid is the tendency to
idle away its opportunity, to find fault ‘with
the environment, and o mistake mere wish
or thought for the deed. It mustoccupy
its time fruitfully. It should not mis-spend
it licentiously. It should ‘beware of the
dangers of unorganised, uncontrolled and
unoccupied time. There are many demons ta
seize it and, through it, to seize the persons
lso and ruin them. The worst of these
demons that usually does so is the demon of
idle gossip, the very degeneration of the art
of conversation. This group should cultivate
the habit of living on 24 hours a day.

99 APPRENTICESHIP AND SACRIFICE.
People in the age group, 25 to 40, should

learn to seck appropriate guides from among
those in the sixth and the seventh octaves.
They should agree to work with them, to
act as under-study and grasp every opport-
unity to widen their experience. In Sarga
34 of Krishkinda Kanda, Valmiki enumerates
a chain of qualities which the members of
this group should develop if they are to con-
tribute the best leadership for the commu-
nity when they reach the proper age. He
mentions five qualities which grow one from
another. He mentions gravitation to men
of inner strength and illustrious ancestry as
a starting point. A true apprenticeship to
such souls will develop love of the people
and a balanced view. Practice of this will
‘lead to self-control and sublimation of the
senses and also induce the quality of ack-
nowledging whatever little help is received
from whatever source. All these will make
truthfulness the final fruit. It is only
people with these qualities that can lead a
nation towards its fulfilment. The seeds
for these qualities are sown in the fourth
octave. They have to sprout and grow into
hardihood before the fifth octave is com-
pleted. During the period when these
qualities develop, there will be moments
when many distractions will have tobe over-
come, many cheap desires and ambitions
will have to be sacrificed, and many trials
will have t6 be gone through. But to turn
the potency of this age level to good account,
to find lasting joy for oneself in later years
and to help the community to rise in iis
‘level. all such sacrifices are worth making
and the apprenticeship is worth being lived.
(to be continued)

——————



S. 8. L. €. Public Examinations and Malpracties.

BY*SIrR T. V. L. NARASIMHA RAO, Headmaster, Beard High School, Repclle,
and Secletary, Guntur District Headmasters' Assoctation.

ISPIRITING as it may appear, the edu-
cational world, which ought to be
honest and cultured, has many pockets of
dishonesty, which undermine its sanctity
and usefolness. malpractices at the Public
Examinations are one such.

The malpractices have been of various
kinds and perpetrated by many per-ons,
pupils, parents, clerks. peons, assistant
superintendents, chief superintendents,
assistant examiners, and chief examiners.
Copying in examination-halls has been ram-
pant in manyv schools, and though some
cases are punished, a majority go undetected
and eccane like the black marketeers.
Asgsistant Superintendents, trving to exer-
cise striet supervision, have their own share
of blows or beating to make them grow
mote in conformity with the students’ menta-
lity of passing without study It is alleged
that there have been regular traders some
from among teachers too, who collect Jarge
amcunts from the students, offer them to
the assistant examiners and get the marks
revised to the advantage of the pupils. This
has been found out by the department and
the educational* world must thank our

revered Director of Public Instruction, Sri’

D. 8. Reddi, M.A. (Oxon) for the plainness
with which he has advised, the Andhra
students in his memorable speech at Bezwada
delivered on the oecasion of the inauguration
of the degree courses of S.R.R. and C.V.R.
College, Vijiavada.

In the previous few years, this disturbing
element of malpractice has grown in some
Districts by leaps and bounds, and is now
threatening the very character of the pupils
the would-be citizens and rulers of indepen-
dent India of tomorrow. Is it not high time-
therefore that some drastic methods are
found to root out these malpractices ?

How can a nation tolerate its pupils’
character going down ? Cuan it be that a
child in the art of self-government, will
‘ever thrive with sons and daughters of
questionable integrity ? Can such a nation
command respeet internationally ? Is it
conductive to the proper defence of their

own self-determination ? Is it:not worth-
while for the experts of education to meet
together and chalk out some programme, or
system, whereby the eradication of these
malpractices shall be an accomplished fact?

Extraordinary - ecircumstances require
emergent and drastic methods to meet them,
and the present situation in this direction is
a typical example. One should make every
possible attempt for mending the system,
and mending is found to be impossible, -the
system must be ended. Let us then consider
whether the present system of examinations
has to be mended or ended.

Let us first just give 2 moment’s thought
to the root:cause of the evil. I, as an

experienced headmaster, feel that the pri-

mary cause is the low standard obtaining
in the schools of the Andhra area. Strange
as it may seem, the promotions have become
more and more lenient (perhaps to satisfy
the vociferous expressions of misguided
opinions by the parents and the students.)
Despitefive annual premotions, made by
responsible headmasters from I Form to VI
Form, many a rupil of VI Form is found
not to possess the standard of a good third
form pupil in many subjects. In language
subjects, he is unable to write grammatically
and idiomaticallv. In mathemeties he is
unable to remember the multiplication tables
and tables of weights, measures, time,
distances, ete. He rarely reads at home
because he knows that the clamour he will
collectively raise along with others and their
parents will certainly secure 90% promotion,
thereby feeling sure that even students get-
ting one digit marks in some subjects will
be promoted without doubt. Distriet Edu-
cational Cfficers, too, are to blame in this
respect, as they have been agreeing to
lower and lower standards being observed
by headmasters, Is it not high  time that
such complacence is given up and strict
enforcement of a tolerable standard is uni-
formly adhered to? I feel that a pupil
getting less than 35% in any subject 'should
neither be admitted nor promoted. Then
alone the standard can improve. Then alone

H
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can the pupils stand on their self-effort to
come out sucessful at an examination. The
desire to pass an examination, which is
universally present in the minds of 0ld pupils
finding success impossible by honest methods
takes recourse to nefarious ways, and pro-
per prevention is only possible when this
standard is raised by well deserved admis-
sions and promotions.

A remedy may be necessary regarding the
conduct of examinations too. All will agree
with me that the October examinations are
being conducted more peacefully and may I
say, more honestly than the Mareh exami-
nations. Why is it so ? Is October a fairer
month than March ? Or, is there any sub-
stantial change in the mentalily of the
pupils between March and October 7 Three
prominent reasons for the better conduct of
examinations in Oectober I would like to
mention are as follows : —

(1) The pupils have been moved from
their local places. ’

(2) The headmusters, who are generally
Chief-Superintendents in their local
centres, are not there.

(3) As every pupil’s success in the March
examination counts for the percentage
of results of a school, there seems to
be an attempt on the part of some
headmasters to bolster up their results
by allowing nefarious metheds on the
part of the pupils and parents. In
the October examinations, this inter-
est is absent,

It may therefore, be possible to conduct
the March examinations too in -proper
order,

(a) if the pupils of a place are asked to
take their examination in a centre at
least 40 miles distant from their school
centre :

(b) if the pupils of big centres are divided

- into small batches and distributed to
some village centres, (making, of
course, every village High School a
centre : and '

(¢) if the headmaster and B. Ed assistants
of a High School are appointed as
Chief Superintendent and Assistant

_Superintendents in their own High
School centre.

Lvi]—2—2

These changes in the conduct of exami-
nations, if made, may create hardship in
the matter of boarding and lodging «rrange-
ments of pupils, especially girl-pupils, but
one should prefer the hardships of the
examinees to

(1) the improper conduct of examinations
which imperils the character of the
pupils, and

(2) the hardships of the Assistant Super-
intendents who get a beating from
the pupils, or are afraid of sucha
treatment, if they do their duty
properly.

TInless the department is able to provide
a proper atrnosphere in certain High Schools,
the lot of the assistant superintendent is
unenviable. Any zmount of philosophy from
the departmental officers cannot make the
average superintendent do his duty sincevely
under the feur of injury to his bod: and at
the expense of his vrestige, “which is lost, if
he is rudelv and bedily handléd by the
examineecs of the new place, where he is
nosted for the supervision-work. Ifa plebi-
scite is held {(of course by secret ballot)
among the B. Ed. teachers, the department
will understand that 90% of the teachers
are unwilling to go as assistant superinten-
dents for the 3. S. L. C. public examination,
They go, because they. must. They shirk
duty because they care more for their bodies
and their prestize, than for the proper
conduct of the examination, which they are
unwilling to conduct. In this connection, it
may not be out of place to point out a wide-
spread belief that some honest assistant
superintendents seem to have been debarred
from being such for reporting against influ-
ential Chief Superintendents.

Then I must say a little about the wvalu-
ation of the answer books of the examinees.
It must be made impossible for the pupils,
their guardians or their sponsors to approach
the assistant examiners and the Chief
Examiners. Of late, there has been greater
secrecy regarding the names and numbers
of assistant examiners and the assignment
of the centres to each such examiners. The
Secretary, Board of Secondary Edueation,
‘and the Commissioner, Government Exami-
nations, are to be congratulated for it. But
even this amount of strictness is found to be
insufficient. Perhaps there should be greater
secrecy regarding the numbers of the pupils
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themselves. It may be better to assign a
new number to an answer book, before it is
sent to the assistant examiner and after it
is received from the Chief-Superintendent,
thereby keeping the pupil, the parent, the
teacher and all the sympathisers of the pupil
in the dark about his exact number. Under
this system, the assistant examiner himself
will not know the number of the pupil, even
if the latter approaches him, and will there-
fore have no oceasion to help him. It may
be possible to keep the names of the centre
also unknown to the examiner. This ig
possible, if after the receipt of the answer
books in the Secretary’s office, reponsible
officers remove the slips which contain the
numbers of the pupils and the names of the
centres and attach in their place slips cont-
aining entirely new numbers assioned by the
department. The Chief-Examiners may
with proper safety be entrusted with this
work of assigning new numbers. Lists
showing the correspondence of the old
numbers, and the new numbers must be care-
fully prepared before the answer-books are
sent to the assistant examiners and kept

under the proper seal of the Chief.Examiner
or the Secretary, Board of Secondary Edu-
cation or both preferably. The Chief
Examiners may be asked to go to Madras
with the finalised marks lists, take out the
lists of correspondence between the old and
new numbers, then convert them properly
and then enter the marks in the official
marks hooks.” This work will have to be
done by the chief-examiners personally, &s
otherwise secrecy would go. Perhaps, under
such a system as this, striet secrecy will be
maintained regarding the marks of the
examinees till they are actually published.
The system is worth trying. .
The Department may consider other
methods teo, which may be suggested by
other headmasters, and for this purpose, a
conference of Andhra Headmasters and

D.E.0’s may be a necessity. Such a con- -

ference may be eonvened and decisions may
be arrived at with a determination to root
out these malpratices and build up a purer
world of pupils to make them nroverly suited
to the heavy responsibilities they will be
asked to shoulder in the coming years,
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Adult Ed_ucation Conference,

ELIVERING his Presidential Address to
the Seventh All-India Adult Eduecation
Conference which began at Osmania Uni-
versity Campus on December 30th last,
Maulana Shafiqur Rahman Qidwai suggested

. that the spread of adult education in the

country should be carried on through propa-
grandists, wardens, examiners, teachers,
lecturers, and research scholars after they
gaiidbeen given sufficient training in that
eld.

He also felt that in adult education nor-
mal teaching techniques were not so import-
ant as in child education-because there was
not much of normal teaching. ‘‘What is
needed is the training of urban and rural
adult education workers to enable them to
organise and develop the work of authors
to write books for the adults of various
classes and professions and of scholars to in-
vestigate and do research on the correlated
problems of adult education.

““‘An important objective of investigation
and organisation of adult education work
should bz to provide leadership, guidance
and co-ordination of the numerous agencies
who are doing this work in one shape or the
other. Press, Platform, Radio and Film
as the media for mass education also influ-
ence greatlv an individual’s education ;
besides other agencies like gouvernment
departments, political and social bodies,
libraries, clubs, discussion groups ete.,
which are doing adult education work s' ould
be fully utilised in the spread of literacy.
In my opinion, the setting up of education
centres in all localities and areas is absolutely
necessary. Through these centres, adult
education and mass education should be
organised - which alone would be able to
infuse strength, vitality and continuity in
the movement.

The success of the adult education move-
ment in the ultimate analvsis, lies in the
¢o-operation and co-ordination of the various
forces and azencies working for it. Amongst
these are two powerful forces, the Govern-
ment and the voluntary agencies. Because
of lack of co-overation and co-ordination
between these two, much money, time and
energy is being wasted If we have to make
& success of adult education, the Govern-

ment as well as voluntary organisations, the
most important of which is Indian Adult
Education Association, must join hands and
draw a plan of action with definite
objectives.

DR. JHA’S ADDRESS

In his introductory speech earlier Dr.
Amarnatha Jha said that adult education
work was being carried on with considerable
enthusiasm in Hyderabad. Mysore State had
already done tremendous work in this field.:
“Adult Education was an integral part of
social education and we have not only tonrake
people literate, but also make them realise
that they can make the best use of their
talents and opportunities, if thev have the
advantage of receiving proper guidance”,

Mr. GANDHI'S SPEECH.

Mr. Phoolchand Gandhi, Hyderabhad’s
Minister for Local Self-Government, declared
open the Conference. He said that after the
advent of freedom the problem of educating
millions of our unlettered countrymen with
the limited resources at our disposal was
bafiiing. But still if the mnasses were to
realise the exact significance and impjica-
tions of the adult franchise under which the
general elections were being held, it was
essential that our electorates should receive
elementary education. in the task of spread-
ing adult education, local bodies like District
Boards, Gram Panchayats, Janspada Sabhas
cte., covld greatly assist the efiorts of the
various State Governments. .

Over a hundred delegates representing
various State Covernments and Adult Edu.
cation Agencies attended the Conference
besides a sizeuble gathering. Messages of
good wishes were received on the occasion
from President Rajendra Prasad, Rajkvmari
Amrit Kaur, Mr R. R. Diwakar, Dr. Tara-
chand. Prof. Humeyun Kabir. Mr, K. M,
Munshi and Mrs., Mehta besides several
messages from various overseas educational
institutions.

RESOLUTIONS.

The All-India Adult Education Conference
passed & number of resolutions aiming at
removal of the illiteracy from the land. Tha
Conference by a resolution called uron the

.State Governments as well as the Goveris



g}?;t“ of Ir;cha to adop't a definite policy
amdozk_es?wefy'to help and promote voluntary
+Ev11€£ea, giving them a recognised place in
“he scheme of adult education.

The Conference i v

the Cc e, while welcoming
é’ig?\l%g %nterest pf_the Central as \{felfgg
ev;l ;e g)ﬁvernments_m adult education work
léng fg&b:g c)thte zlesu‘ablllity of adopting both
ong: rt term plans for thi
making a provision in t S ek,
rresu oY sion in the budget on a pro-

apﬁggo‘iréog}:gr ‘resolutlon, the Conference
e A leec'ommenda‘txons in general
e by, ¢ lational Seminar on organisa-
L nd technique for the liquidation of

iliteracy held L
December 15 andlgfi, i]é%%bulpOLQ between
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- The Conference also placed on record it:
%ngléks to the Government of f{(g‘ghlyté
'S1a lesh for giving facilities in holding the

eminar, and in this connection it recom.
mended that a National Seminar on some
aspect of adult education work should be

organised ever e
the country. ¥ year in different parts of

The last resolution thanked the G
gllent of India for the grant of Rs. 20 OC‘(I)%rEclo
te Indian Adult‘Education Association and
? rgssed the neeu_foy the State Governrﬁents
0 help the Association as well as’ regional
ox:gam.satxor_ls for adult education in their
areas In a similar manner for the effective

use of non-official ;
) agen
education. : gencies in adult

Australia’s National University

hegz{]“ a glgeqi)f more than 200 acres in the
be;rz; o”. uatrahas_ national capital, Can-
A ima’ifll}'e- A;X'gsu';-zhan National University
inof‘ 0}_ v taking slgape. With its big build-
fngs tmodern design rising among the'
%’ne Sn gra_sslapd slopes of the young city
e L nllfe‘m‘cy is an experiment in edu.

Lonal progress that has aroused world
wide interest, o

N .
Neftlii?xgle% 91} the broadest lines,  the
tho et nx&?tglty' was begun in 1948 under
he auspl ¢§§ ‘the Chieij Labour) Govern-
fhone and e1t‘:,3d_emg‘brou_gnt to fruition under
D e hmvg Menzies Liberal-Country
party ¢ O}?‘,?‘,’i@t' It ha_s. thus had the
presi‘n?in'r ;}anlvs of pohtlcal_opinion re-
Desonunz the pcople of the nation, and the

ciiy bovemment has already set apart

more than Ry . c
bundiné‘s?_] $. 1,00,00,000 for the university

The N;lt' iy Tintcars "
emkc)larked Iucrl)lc?rl ; }glgﬁmlty authorities have

raduate worl
gf%i‘ﬁ‘%% tf:); k. They are under the guidance
and 2 sc‘n‘d‘!j‘;-.-s g;ODlan'd, the Vice-Chancellor
Doaglas 'T}?GA/79‘ disting uished record. Sir
ﬁrst‘-)classt‘q&ufat‘eq In New Zealand with
21. and *b,f}?ﬁ}ﬁ In economics at the age of
adviser to t}:?}‘f‘i having besn economic
during the war ustralian Government, held
of Prices C " years, the onerous positioxi
s0Mme e;mallyo qrossioner, -~ With him are
all ave imhued Istingaished colleagues, and
il muucd with vision for the ﬁztur’@. v

programme of post-

Progress in establishin i i

) g the Univers
gogs on steadily. Construction of tl}z
chool gfr Physical Sciences and Curtin
Scho_ol of Medical Science is well under way
agd in addition to University House, which
w{li be the centre of the institution’s life
staff‘ residences are being built. Later as
building conditions permit, the two other

schools so far decided on ~the Schools of

Science andof Pacific Studies -
University Library will be erected. and_ the

Wh POST-GRADUATE RESEARCH.

Y hen the National University was i-
shetg by an Act of the Australign Parﬁ'iﬁiggt
in 1946, it was made plain that its principal
aim will be to encourage post-graduate study
and research. For the present it is intended
that the University sha I not go beyond this
although the Act provides that it may sub-
sequently incorporate the Canberra Univer-
sity College and extend its operations to
undergraduate teaching.

From 1948 to 1950 the University, to
encourage general academic development
invited distinguished scholars to visit Aust.
ralian universities and awarded some fifteen
scholarships annually for Australian gradu-
ates to continue research abroad. These
activities are to continue in a modified form
as the National University, in the next year
or two, begins its full operation,

During 1951 a limited number of  gelected
graduate students will he enrolled and these
will be increased in the following yeny,

Y

AUSTRALIA’S NATIONAL UNIVESITY -

Meanwhile the appointment of academic
staff and the building programme will be
proceeded with as quickly as possible. In
making these decisions, the founders of the
University envisage an institution where a
small and carefully selected body of scholars
of high attainments m-y devote themselves
exclusively, with the best facilities, to
advancing their studies. They will have
opportunities to move about in Australia and
abroad, to keep in touch with academic
colleagues and, by intimate personal super-
vision, guide the training of research
workers. ’

The University hopes to draw a proportion
of its staff and most of its students from
the other Australian universities and to

provide those universities with highly skilled -

and disciplined research scholars trained
under conditions as yet_beyond the resources
of the average university.

Sir Douglas Copland said recently that it
was reasonable to expect that not only would
the National University have a desirable in-
Auence on the academic standards of its
sister institutions, but it should also encour-
age politician and citizen alike in the view
that a community cculd not invest its res-
ources in a better cause than the nurture
and maintenance of scholarship, using the
word in its truest and broadest sense.

DISTINGUISHED ADVISERS.

Until the establishment of a Board of
Graduate Studies in November 1950, the
academic policy of the University was form-
ed by an Interim Council on the advice of
an Academic Advisory Committee, and the
institution has been fortunate in securing
for this work men distinguished for their
work in the United Kingdom.

Professor M. 1. Oliphant, as Director of
the School of Physical Sciences, isone
member of this body, a South Australian
noted for his work as Professor of Physics
at Birmingham University, and one of the
team of British scientists who cooperated
with United States scientists in the produc-
tion of the atom bomb. Professor Oliphant
is now on duty in Canberra.

Another member . is Sir Howard Florey,
adviser for the Medical School, an Adelaide-
born pathologist of world fame. Sir Howard
shared, in 1925, the Nobel Prize for Medis
cine with Sir Alexander Fleming for their
joint discovery of penieillin,

Professor K. C. Wheare, whose interest
is the Social Sciences School, is Gladstone
Professor of Politics and Public Administra
tion at Oxford University. This Victorian-
born scholar is a noted authority on

constifutional law.

Professor Raymond Firth, Adviser on the
Pacific Studies School, is a famous anthro-
pologist, who, after graduating from the
University of New Zealand at Auckland and
at the London School of Economics, became
Professor of Anthropology at Londen
University. Professor Firth is an authority
on the early history of the Maoris and the
primitive peoples of Polynesia and the
author of many standard works on anthro-

pology.

These notable scholars are acting until
directors of the remaining Schools are
appointed. Already some twelve professors
and readers have been appointed in the four
schools. . The administrative -section of the
University is functioning in temporary head-
quarters on the University site, and the
Library, which has been collecting books
and periodicals for over two years in Mel-
Lourne, having now nearly 40.000 volumes,
is also being established on the same site.
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The All India Education Conference.

BY SrI M. C. KRISHNAN.

’T‘HE work of the All India Educational

% Conference which met last month at
Hyderabad and of which a report has been
made in one last issue was mainly carried on
in sectional conferences. A brief account
of them is given here.

VOCATIONAL EDUCATION.

Inaugurating the Vocational Education
Section, Nawab Zain Yar Jung Bahadur,
Public Works Minister, Hyderabad, stressed
the need for a vocational bias being given to
education. There wus room for hoth the
single bias Technical High School and the
multilateral High School. Further education
for the vast majority of those who pasged
the High School should be in Certificate and
Diploma courses in Polytechnics and similar
institutions.  There should be  Technical
Colleges to provide higher education. A ori-
cultural Schools were necessary to teach
ignorant peasants scientific agriculture.
Training in domestic science and cottage in-
dustries should be given to girls. A yeal
School of Indian Art should be encouraged
to develop. :

SANSKRIT EDUCATION,

The role of Sanskrit in National Education
was discussed at length "by the Oriental
Studies Section (Sanskrit). Mr. D. K. Garde
Director, Shri Bharateeya  ~amskritika
Vidyapeetha, Hyderabad, presided.

Many papers were read on the subject.
Mr. Gunde Rao said that the outlook in the
study of Sanskrit should change to suit the
national needs and tastes at present. Only
the study of Sanskrit would help us to bring
India’s lost culture into light. To regain the

.national spirit and to achieve national unity,
the study of Sanskrit is imperative. Sans-
krit is not so rigid as it is thought to be. It
has much scope to develop and serve the
natio: al needs. Further the study of Sans-
krit would help us in the study of Hindj also.
In view of these facts, Mr. Gunde Rao said,

Sanskrit should occupy a prominent place in
national education.

_Shiromani Lakshmana Shastri, Assistant
Diractor, Hyderabad Publicity Department,

said that the study of Sanskrit would give
us manifold advantages. [t would help us
to understand and unearth our ancient
culture and to coin new words znd expres-
sions for new thoughts and ideas. Any
national education in which Sanskrit was not

- given a prominent place was like the play

“‘Hamlet”” without the Prince of Denmark.

Mr. B. V. Subbarayudu, Advocate,
Hyderabad, said -that Sanskrit was not a
dead language as it was alleged to be. To
understand the evolution of Indian thought
the study of Sanskrit was very much needed.
At one stage or other, the study of Sanskrit
must e made compulsory for every Indian
student. .

Mr. Venkatachari, Secunderabad, said
that the study of Sanskrit must be made¢
compulsory, at least from the High School
stage in view of i{s importance especially
now after the birth of independence of
India.

In the course of his presidential address,
Mr. D. K. Garde said that the place of a
classical language in a secondary school
curriculum could be axaggerated. It created
the habit of hard work and inculeated disci-
pline. It trained the memory, clavified
pronunciation and enriched vocabulary.
The study+of Sanskrit grammar undoubtedly
disciplined the mind. Indian tradition had
been treasured up in the Sanskrit language.
it was from Sanskrit that the appropriate
terminology and nomenclzature of various
traditional sciences had been derived.
Sanskrit was to national education what the
main current of the Tungabhadra was to the
whole canal scheme. If Sanskrit was used
in learned assemblies and in national con.
ferences as it used to be, it would resuscitate
a feeling of common nationalism. Sanskrit

literature had the elevated background of
Indian philosophy according to which man
was the manifestation of Divinity and self-
realisation the goal of life. In political life
Sanskrit literature cherished the ideal of the
welfare state.
, MILITARY STUDIES,

My, V. B. Raju, Minister for Labour, ina
augurated on Saturday the military studies.
health and physical edueation, section, '

' THE ALL INDIA EDUCATTON CONFERENCE 28

1 ;c_he absence of Dt. Col. G. Bewoor,
Dirgctor of National Cadet Corps, Lt.-go%.
Surender Singh read the address of Lt.-Col,
Bewoor.

Lt.-Col.- Bexx)‘oor, in his address referred

~ to e teaching of military science mn uni-

ver itles. What was being taught in tklxez
name of military science 'could at best 0{1 ?l
be called military education. He suggeﬁ.e
that some professors of universities haplgthg
this subject should be trained in mlll allj v
eraft by the army, and they should‘.a 80 tg
attached to the units to gain exver 1engﬁ 0
the practical side of m}htarj-," craft._ éli
micht be a slow process involving expenr S-
ture of large amounts of money but tlt \\%
worthwhile. He also pquded for in ?nm d
cation of research in military history an
art of war,

.Col. Surender Singh sq*d that the
GOI\JTEI‘YCI‘I%ent of India had rec_ewed ‘I:E.BIIP-OI‘FS
from Universities on the teaching oi: v 1.&?2 337
science. Seventy percent of Umve_xsltl.t
were in favour and 30 percent 'agamsh 1‘1"
The Defence Ministry was now gwmg.l't e}
consideration to these reports. If mxb i acx g
science was to be made an 0pt19r_1a1 . sg' ]t% L,
it must include subjects like mllltal%’ 11§ he{'
and campaigns, but not matters o1 nig

strategy.

Major Shankeran, Secretary, proposed a
vote of thanks, _

WORLD PEACE.

Servants of
Mr. P. Kodanda Rao, of the ]

India Society, presiding over the Seigt}on
for Internationalism, Peace and Geopo Ictlx_cs,
stressed the need for keener understanding

_ of world problems and for unified thinking.

. . . :
The United Nations was but an instrument

for international peace, _whmh, the bwtﬂi{ Eo
peace could operate, but it was nosubs f% l{te
for the will itself. All orgamsatgonalbe orts
to ensure international peace falledthecaugﬁ
they were not calculated to create the €V11

to peace. It was the task of the educaltc1 _mts
to create the will to peace, SO that. i:ion icts
might either be eliminated or qesolve p%gciz-
fully. It was better to eliminate contlicts

~ rather than seek to resolve them peacefully,

i i i tion
ercion was still the ultimate sanc
g))i ggnsent‘. Behind the politician was t%e
soldier, even as behind the judge was the
policeman.

The will to peace stood a better chailce clli
the cause of conflicts were better underatoo' i
Conflicts arose because of current cultme}v
concepts and differences. Ma’t’erxal cqlvtulz'e
like property could be “ox.vned .e:xclusne v,
but non-material culture like religion, langlug
age, customs and tastes, could not be
“owned’”” exclusively by any}god’y._ Con-
fiiets based on “‘mine’” and ‘‘thine’’ in non-
material culture traits were ba§ed on
unreality. ¥Further, all culture-traits had
not the same range of validity. NCplturig-
traits belonging to the Pl},vstlcal Sciences,
like mathematics, were valid for all, \\:l—nle
those belonging to the Fine z‘—%rts‘, like a
poem or a song, were valid only (0 individ-
uals, and not even to the same ;ndgvzd‘ual
consistently, for the tastes of an individual
as a child were diffevent from hl_s as a grown-
up. The validity of culture-traits belonging
to the Social Fciences ranged between these
two extremes. Facts of Science were com-
mon to all mankind, opimOpS in Politics z}nd
Economics divided them into .twg.partws,
for and against; and tastes in I'ine Arts
varied from person to person and . the same
person from time totime. Differences in
Science could be resolved by objective fests;
those in Politics were best resolved by ’F}le

submission of the minority to the 111a301 ity
opinion; while those in the Fine Ar:s weIre
best tolerated and even appreciated. In
Polities conflicts arose in the sharmg ofi'
power as between autocracy, aristocracy or
democracy. They were best resolved by th%
sharing of political power by the mass o

adult population.

; “Jaws’’ of culture were ggnerally
acgg?gs,e most conflicts would either be
eliminated or made more amenable to peace-
ful solution. It was the task of the educatoxjs
to disseminate the knowledge and help to
create the necessary will to peace. Thf:
contribution of the educator towards inter-
national peace was more arduous and long-
range, while that of the politicians was more
dangerous and shifting.

WOMEN’S EDUCATION.

iding over the Women’s Education
Selgtg%ifhl\'lgrs. Yamunabai Hir(}e_kar refered
to the traditional ideals of Indian woman-
hood—modesty, calmness and sweetness.
The education of women should bsil 80
planned and directed as to preserve these
jdeals, It should have a practical bias—
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towards homemaking. It should encour-
Ialge women to make and not break their
ome.

RESOLUTIONS .

In addition to the resolutions reported in
our last issue, many others were passed.

One stressed the need for making the
teaching profession attractive to young men
and women of talent. For this purpose, the
Conferance recommended that the scales of
pay of teachers, by whomsoever employed,
should not be less than than those presecribed
by the Central Pay Commission. There
should be uniformity in leave rules, sickness
benefits and provision for old age. Facilities
for improvement like exchange of teachers
on an interprovincial or international scale
and study leave were essential.

Another resolution declared that the basis
of maintenance grants should be two-thirds
of the salaries of the staff and half of other
admissable recurring expenditure or the
whole of the deficit, whichever was less.
In the case of non-recurring expenses, the
Government should meet three-fourths.

MR. RoY’S LECTURE.

Delivering the Khattri Memorial lecture,
organised under the auspices of the Confer-

ence, Mr. M. N. Roy, the leader of the
Radical Humanists, . declared that no tangi- -

ble results would be attained, either in the
political field or social sphere, if the education
of the country could not be organised on a
sounder foundation. .

Teachers in this country had remained a
poorly paid lot and there were sound
grounds as to why they failed to understand
their responsibility in the changed conditions
of India. - But if independence should prove
a fruitful venture, educators had to bestir
themselves.

The prime necessity of the country was
not the education of the teeming millicns of
children, but of their teachers who stood in
the need of being re-educated first. The
benefit of teachers being re-educated must
also be extended to our administrators and
politicians,

Education had been locked as thovgh it
was some commodity like rice or wheat.
The teachers function was more important
than that of the rice-seller, - .

LVI]—2—3

The key that would unlock power and
progress, was in the hands of the =o-called
political or social leaders or reformers.

DR. YOUNG’S LECTURE.

Delivering another ¢ Khattri Memorial
Lecture’, Dr. Chris Be Young, represent-
ative of the World Organisation of Teaching
Profession, U.S.A., said that the United
States was interested in eduecational recipro-
city. Students and teachers from India
should goto U.8.A. and understand America,
and ‘Americans should try to understand
India, he said. '

Educational isolationism was dead, and an
era of educational inter-dependence had
begun. - A teacher must be a world citizen
and should be at home everyvwhere in his
own country as well as abroad. Knowledge
should be shared by all of them. Teaching -
should be done from the point of view of
common interest, which should bind their
hearts and hopes together. Teachers must
unite the people.

Dr. Young, who was the Headmaster of
Hope High School, Madanapalle, Chittore
Distriet, some years kack, prefaced his
address by a brief message in Telugu. ’
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Financing University Education in England,

By RICHARD INNES,

ENIVERSITY education in most countries

has never been in such demand as it is
today. Various post-World-War-II develop-
ments account for this desirable state of
affairs. In general, however, they narrow
down to three—first, the rapid advance in
science ; secondly, economic progress; and
thirdly, in the countries where they’ have
taken place, improved standards of living
and better school education have increased
the nu‘mbgrs of young folk, eager and able
to equip themselves for scientific, technical
academic, administrative and other careers
requiring the specialised teaching which only
universities can provide. :

A severe strain has naturally bee ;
the resources of many universisfziese. nAch&:togr{'i
modation, equipment and staffing are only
three of the shortages which have had to be
met. Money to pay for extra teaching staffs
and meet Dbost-war rises in costs has' had to
be found in increasing sums. It is of this
iixs}ilz ;;nﬁ)eoertant a;sp-ectig and the way in which

n met in itai L W
with in this article. ritain, that we deal

. Most of Britgin’s universities derive their
incomes from six main sources—endowments, -
donations and subscriptions, students’ fees
payments for services rendered to outside
bodies and miscellaneous revenue grants
from local government authorities and
Parhamenta}ry grants. Since 1945 the bulk
of the rapidly increasing expenditure has
been met from the latter source, which now

accounts \ i
accou for some three-fifths of total in-

A UNIQUE SYST.EM.

The system whereby most of t i
%ﬁnta:ry g{‘anjts are distributed }115 ulfx?gg:-
I ﬁé’d‘? e\xl?ilt(})xvli%d b%r %hte Treasury through.

y ) statutor i —_
University Grants Commgctgzlfig}i?chthe
composed of independent members mostlls
of academic distinction, who serve volumty
arily under a full time chairman drawn fro .
the university world. The Committee rm
Sn?li?cmhe:;l%i ;3 kt]he Gozernment the amoun’?s-

S e spent, recej 7
funds from the Treasury a;\éeiﬁgg nﬁﬁﬁﬁg
them among the various universities, Noth-

ing could be simpler and less free from
official interference and control,

The growing importance of the financial
part played by the Committee is shown by
comparison of afew figures for the academic
years, 1935-36 and 1948-49. Whereas total
income between the selected years increased
almost three times to some £18 millions, the
total of Parliamentary grants multiplied
more than five times to £107 millions, of
which all but about £500,000 was paid
through the Committee. - In addition the
Committee provided £3° millions for capital
?}1]13 gtt}lller special purposes.d Income from

er sources mentione Y
doubled over the 13 years, above barely

. Without help provided by the Committee
it is dlfﬁcult. to see how the great post-v;af‘
expansion in. United Kingdom university
educat}on could have taken place. As the
Committee said in its last report, ‘‘the
liberal provision made............ and the assu-
rances given for the future have made it
poss1b1_e for the universities Foth to meet
1mmedlafe recuirements for the future in
Eﬁﬁcggnhdﬁncett}ﬁat lack of financial res-
will not be a. seri i
e ot a. serious handicap to

B1G EXPANSION.

In the result, the'expansion in the n
of student_s at the universities comingugr]it')ciz-'
in the aegis of 'the Comrmittee has been out
ﬁf all proportion to anything previously
known. Compared with around 50,000 in
immediate pre-war years, the number of
full time students at the end of the 1949
academic year was 83,690, Additionally
the number of part time students was 18 186
in 1948-49.  Of the 1949 totals it is worth
noting that 3,335 full time and 1.492 part
time students came from other ’Common-
wealth countries and 2,589 full time and

1,162 part tim |
countries, e from other overseas

Though shortages of materi
resources have necessarily restrilgilde a;ﬁg
expansion of building, substantial funds
have been provided for the improvement of
many studies, notably in the branches of
{ne‘dlcme, Science and technology, agricul-
ure, dentistry and so on. At the same

o
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time it has been recognised that the old con-
ception which may have existed of Pritish
universities as places of cultural luxury
catering for a small and privileged class, has
passed away never to return.

With so much of their income coming
from public funds, it would seem easy for
the Government to put pressure on the uni-
versities.  There is not, however, * the
slightest indication that the present Govern-
ment or any of ils predecessors has ever

done so. In fact, academic leaders have
even said that not enough guidance is given
by the Government.

The point is that universify affairs.in
Britain have always beer kept free of poli-
tical contention. Combined with the fact
that the granis system is essentially a part-
nership between universities and State, it is
not surprising then that the United Kingdom
system is often praired by university autho-
yrities in other countries,

EDITORIAL

EN the death of Dr. C. R. Reddy on the
241h,- South India loses a distinguished
educationist and man of
The Iate letters, Cuttamanchi
Dr.C.R. Reddy: Ramalinga Reddy had a
brilliant academic career.
He made his mark as a debater in the Cam-
bridge University Union ard was the first
Indian to be elected Vice-President of that
%ill then exclusive aasociation. Polities had
attracted him even ther and he became
Secretary of the Cambridge Liberal Club.
Returning home after takirg a first in the
Historical Triros, Dr. Reddy was aprointed
as Vice-prineipal of the Baroda College.
Shortly afterwards, he entered the Mysore
Educational Service as Assistant to the
Inspector-General of Education. After a
foreign tour he rose to position of the
Inspretor-Ceneral, from which he retired
in 1921 and entered politics.

Dr. Reddy’s polities was brilliant but not
steady. For many years he veered between
the view-points of the Congress and the
Justice parties, now one and now the other
dominating him. As a legislator, he spoke
eloquently and incisively, and his speecches
were marked by rhetoric, wit and satire.
He could be devastating in his criticism.

Fducational administration had for him
only less fascination than polities. He became
the first Vice-chancellor of the Andhra
University and was closely identified with
its development. Except for an interrugnum
when he made an excursus into politics,
Dr. Reddy was at the head of the Andhra
University from 1926 to 1949. In the latter
year he became the Pro-Chancellor of the
Mysore University, whose re-organisation
he had since been trying to effect.

Dr. Reddy’s literary flair did not get much
scope for expression on account of his
precccupations with politics and adrrinist-
ration. He was a poet and literary critic of
standing in Telugu, and his essay on the
theory of poeties in Telugu is regarded as a
solid contribution tomodern Telugu criticism.
It is stated that he was engaged in writing
studies in the Ramayana and the Mahabharata
during his last days.

Dr. Reddy died full of years and honours
aged 71. These who knew him would couch
for the fact that he was greater than the
works he had left behind. He had a creative
and original mind, though it was not destin-
ed to serve the nation at the highest level
in political administration. We offer our
sincere condolences to the members of his
family.

At Kankawli in Ratnagiri District in the
Bombay State, teachers seemed to have

: staged a one-day strike
last June as a protest
against the arrest of Sri
V. 8. Salvi, their ex-head-

master. The Management (the Kankawli
Bhag Education Society) punished the
strikers by cutting a day’s salary. The
Education Department did not consider the
punishment sufficient, and the Educational
Inspector, Bombay Division, has now issued
an order to the Management of the Scheol,
under instructions from the Lirector of

Public Instruction, Bombay, to dismiss

forthwith a number of strikers, including

the Headmaster. The School is threatened

with withdrawal of recognition from the

st March, if this order is not carried out
immediately. )

Professor N. R. Phatak, reporting this

, affair in The Progress of Education, says

The Kankawli
Case :

3
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bitterly that the incident throws a floodlight
on the educational policy of the Government.
“No living wage, no security of service, no
adequate grants, high fee-rates,. increased
work-load and above all, no democratic
rights and ecivil liberties to teachers.”
Whatever the rights and wrongs of the
strike, everyone will agree that the punish-
ment proposed is out of all proportion to the
offence if any. Ncrmally teachers are not
expected to strike, and we may regret the
provocation which led them toit. But in
these days is it such a heinous offence ? Is
industrial labour a privileged class having
an exclusive right to strike ? If it is con-
tended that discipline has been violated,
have not its interests been upheld by the
cut in the salary effected by the Manage-
ment ?  After all, we are familiar everyday
with the clause in the settlement of every
strike insisting on no victimisation. It is to
be hoped that the Government of Bombay
will reconsider the matter once again with
a broad vision and withdraw or modify the
orders issued in the matter.

In the December 1950 issue of the New
. Education, our Deputy Director of Public
Instruction, Sri T. P. San-

Teachers tanakrishna Naidu, has
and written interestingly on
Candour: the subject of holidays and
hours of work in schools.

The whole question deserves deep and
thoughtful consideration, and the point of
view that he has put forward, that the hours
of work should be increased and the number
of holidays lessened, cannot be lightly dis-
missed. But it is strange that this view
should be supported by a charge that the
teachers’ organisations that have put for-
ward demands for fewer working days are
not candid. He feels that teachers ask for
more holidays and less working hours merely
because they wish to be free to make money
by other supplementary occupations. One
may point out in this connection that
teachers are not free, even now, toengage
_in supplementary occupations. Even the
number of private tuitions that a teacher can
have is strictly limited. As a matter of fact,
teachers have been frequently saying that
either they stould be given a living wage
or they should be declared to be part-time
servants with the freedom to engage in

other occupations. There is nothing uns
candid or disirgenuous in this demand. The
economic realities cannot be ignored. But
it does seem unkind to suggest that this
long suffering profession cunningly twists
questions of educational principle and inter-
prets them =o as to enable them to have
time to engage in other occupations on the
sly. If there is a good case for revising
working hours and holidays in the manner
suggested by our Deputy Director, there is
also a case for fewer Lours and fewer work-

ing ¢ays. It may alco be added that behind

the demrand for the abolition of some holi-
days there is also political or other bias of
some kind sometimes. For instance, there
is a scheol of thought which favours rapid
westernisation of our life : and to them the
plethora of holidays for religious festivals
and rituals seemrs an encouragement to
reaction. --Political and other bias will have
its own gay in the final decision on matters
of this kind But we can surely discuss the
question on its merits and put forward each

point of view candidly and without

questioning motives.
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MAN-MAKING

EDUCATION

BY PRINCIPAL B. S. MATHUR, M. A., B.A.(Hons), M.M.H. College, Ghaziabad, (w.p)

WAMI VIVEKANANDA writes : “Edu-
cation is not the amount of information
that is put into your brain and runs riot
there, undigested, all your life. We must
have life-building, man-making, character-
building assimilation of ideas. If you have
assimilated five ideas and made them your
life and character, you have more education
than any man who has got by heart a whole

library.” ¢

An intelligent call to teachers and students
alike. The meaning and contents of educa-

tion should be clearly understood for it is an

instrument in the hand of man to make him

what he should be, possessing character and
- assimilation of good ideas so as to pyt them
~into his life. Also he has to put them into
- others’ life, Education is character-making.
It is also man-making. It has social signi-
.ficance. Man seperated from society is
inowhere. He has to think of the society he
“belongs to. He has to make himself sociable.
#Also he’has to make the society sociable.
“His responsibility is great.. That is also
~the responsibility of education—of teachers
d the taught alike.

ducation imparts a fund of knowledge.
t is useful but not so useful as we might
hink. Education should lead to a culture;
must impart a discipline. As its outcome,
~man has to build himself up in character-
“formation and assimilation of ideas.  These
1ideas are to be powerful ideas round which
‘We: can have a sound philosophy of life.
< These ideas have to make life. We have
sintelligence to use : we have memory to
fit by, but memory isnot all. Education
st give us a proper assimilating power,
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rather it has to train that power that is
already-in us.

Swamiji wants ideas as applied to life.
He is practical, Education must be that.
“Be and make’’—that is the aim of life.
Lel us have culture and character. Also
others must have character and culture.
This education must do. Let the teachers
and the taught take up the call and act
accordingly.

CHARACTER —MAKING

Think of the call. Teachers have o make
ceaseless efforts for character-formation of
the youth they are training for life. This
is a great burden, an enduring responsibility.
Teachers have to start planning for it in all
sincerity and earnestness. Kings have big
armies to fight their battles : teachers have
still bigger armies of their pupils to fight
their battle of life. In life man has to face
unlimited difficulties and dangers, For all
these education has to- make a preparation.
This is the task of teachers.

At present, teachers take to their duty
rather lightly. They seem to concentrate
upon completion or courses. They are not to
blame. They have .to carry out what their
officers want them to do. Yet, they can do
a good deal. Let them concentrate upon an
atmosphere in the institutions they are
working in. That atmosphere is the thing.
Let them enable their youth to meet life and
meet it through in schools and colleges, Let
them train them to be independent. The
youth, under them. and through their
training, must awake to the complications
of life. That is possible if the education they
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rveceiverds more than informative ; it has to
be formatwe. That s character-making
education. And that is man-making also.

All men are gifted with possibilities of .

heroism. But they die without indicating
the manifestations of their heroism. They
don’t get the proper atmosphere. Their
teachers arve to blame. They give them new
lessons. They communicate to them a fund
of inexhaustible learning. But theyv don’t
tell them to use that learning in life.
Naturally, they fail. They don’t have that
culture which they need in plenty and
hourly to be what they ought to be, persons
of culture and discipline, devoted to usher-
ing in the world a new age of peace,
prosperity and construction.

The youth, then, fail doubly., They are
not what they should be. They cannot make
others what they should. They fail miser-
ably. Their education may be individualistic
but that is not social. Education has to be

bhoth for the individual and for the society .

he belongs to. Education, then, is chaotic
and wasteful, which it has not to be.

SOCIETY-MAKING

. Education is for life. Here the life of the
individual is certainly in constant view.
The individual has a personality to develop.
He has certain manifestations to make, that
go to mark him out in life. There is a world
inside and that has to emerge as a conse-
quence of proper education. But one thing.
He has to live in sociey. He has to lead a
.’Qfe of happiness and usefulness in society
So education is for this double life.
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There might appear something confleting in
our approach. Butthat is not the thing. The
individual development is to be influenced

Also developments in society are to be ipﬂt}-
enced by individual developments. This is
the link and that should not break.

How wisely Sir Mirza Ismail has put it :
“There is no good in being brilliant but
unreliable, clever but lacking in honesty of
thought, word, and act.”

The sentence is taken from Sir Mirza's
Convocation Address at the Aligarh Univer-
sitv. The individual perfection should lead
to the formation of a particular character
and that must be reliasble and honest.
Where 7 Obviously Sir Mirza is thinking of
the society where the individual has to play
his part. howsoever humble. These are

I days of democracy. ' Education must be for
it : it must be for social progress.

And so education will be man-making,
character-making; and what more ? It will
be society-making. It will, then, make for
peace and progress, for a certain music in
life that will elevate humanity ,and. banish
fears of wars for ever, making present
frustration a dead old thing, never to be
revived.

Then education will proclaim our divinity,
“our persistent striving after truth, an expe-
rience of perpetual joy and usefulness, an
experierice that will lead us on and on into
new dominions of adventure and construe-
tion.

iIS EXAMINATION A LUCKY DIP?
By SI}I D. PURUSHOTHAM, Chittoor. ~

HE Chinese were the first to introduce
the system of examinations in 4000 B.C.
England copied from China and we from
them. In South India, before the eighties
of the last century there were examinations
at the end of the Upper IV Class, then for
the Third Form followed by Lower Secon-
dary and Primary examinations. So there
were three Public Examinations then,
instead of one as at present before one
entered the portals of the University.

Now there are two schools of thought,
one favouring examinations and the other

condemning it outright. The first school
considers it indispensable and justifiable as
it is very valuable for sending up a pupil to
a higher class; for improving and evaluating
the pupil’s work; to stimulate learning, to
encourage better mastery and measure his
achievement, as far as it goes, when it

depends like all other human, instruments,

mostly upon human behaviour. Then there
is the employer who requires a passport -or
a certain standard of education and attain-

ment for each separate post. So some think

that the value of examinations outweighs
their manifest defects.

(not controlled) by developments in society.
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The other school of thought objects to
having any examination and cannot tolerate
any test, as every one of the present ones
raiserably fails to discover or recognise the

skill—the practical, the executive, the aesthe--

tic, the artistic elements latent in the pupils,
except perhaps laying stress on factual
information and memorisation. They test
mostly the so-called abilities and not at all
their ‘inborn qualities. We fail to gauge
correctly the self-expression, the behaviour,
the understanding or the culture or the
airing of their minds, which the pupils gain
by their direct and indirect contact with the
many aspects of life both in the school and
outside. So many of the so.calied failures
at school show by their subsequent careers
that they were far from being in educable at
the present-day scheool. 'The narrow,
impracticable, foolish, tight, and tyrranical
grip of the rigid system of examination
crippled the pupils of the Elementary
schools in the last century and now the
Secondary schools and the Universities are
having their turn. It is pot like separating
" goats from sheep. We do not really test
_their filness except perhaps the fitness to
" pass the examination, which is closely asso-
“elated with promotions. When it claims to
“bea evaluative examination, it is really a
> selective examination. When can the pupils
think not merely with their brains alone but
with their whele bodies is the question.

What are the examiners to set ? Anyway,

" “the Little-go examination system should be

_revised and the machinery overhauled, as

- the main defect lies in the way in which the

examination or the act of examining is done.
Firstly, at least 5 experienced teachers of
.‘each subject should be made to set a fixed

- ~number of questions independently, on the
" subject covering the prescribed course and

‘submit the same to the Board of Papers
.. Setters consisting of 3, who are unconnected

s-with any school in any capacity whatsoever,
« - but muyst be well versed in the subject. The
Fa‘pers set must be principally framed to fit

Inwith the framework of the instruction.
" Let us examine the pupils on the syllabuses
~~and not mainly on the text-books, taking for

"~granted that the authors use their discretion

" without  being enslaved by syllabuses.
“Sometimes the authors become slaves to

‘?}.,ayllabuses while teachers become slaves to

text-books. The Paper Setters shall jointly
select the required number of typical and
ateh questions, ‘but not Chinese puzzles,

hair-splitting problems or double-barrelled
questions, which must be capable of being
fairly answered even by an average pupil.
By this method, even those who set the
questions will not know what the qctual
answeys’ will be, paradoxical though this be.

The pupils should be trained fully to read
the directions and questions carefuliy, se
that they may not lose a substantial balance
of marks that they sometimes can ill afford -
to lose and to read over what they have

“written. This would save a large percentage

of marks to the pupils and these would
prevent a large number from being ploughed
down and thus they may not bring disgrace
to their teachers. But there are two types
of pupils, firstly these who sometimes
deviate into error and secondly those who
someiimes deviate or blunder into corret-
ness or the right answers.

The printing of the question papers on
the day of the examination at each centre
is an ideal one, but what about the addi-
tional labour, printer's devil, extra cost,
leakage of questions and uniformity ? The
present system of sending papers appears
to be good provided they are sent by post
under sufficient guarantee of secrecy and
safety in time,

As a rule none but the teachers who have
had not less than 5 years experience of
teaching in that subject shall be appointed
as examiners in that subject. Secondly
teachers on the wrong side of 50 shall not
be appointed as examiners. Let the
examiners adopt the principle that when
the papers are easy, the marking should be
stiffer.

The examiners are not superhuman beingd
to assess 40 books in a day, as the valuation
of one book will take about % an hoor besides
totalling of the marks and entering the same
in the marks lists. Examiners differ ta
degree in marking the same piece of work,
In language  the variation is sometimes
between 42% and 76% when valued by diffe-
rent examiners, and if a piece of work is
valued by the same examiner under different
circumstances the variation may be between
35% and 68% in English., The examiners
are not supplied with magic scales or marks
meters and since the answers of no two
candidates or of teachers or of the examiners
will be the same, it would be almost im-
possible to maintain throughout an 2YLh



a4 THE EDUCATIONAL REVIEW

standard of valuation. So itis no wonder
that half the number of answer books valued
in a day will have received a differential
treatment when the mind and the body of
the examiner are wearied and done up. If
the examiners are freed from mental strain
caused by the necessity to value more papers
a day than what is possible and practicable,
working 8 hours a day for about 20 days, we
may expect better returns,” This may need
more examiners and therefore smaller
remuneration to each one. Though this will
cause some uneasiness in some quarters, it

will create corresponding satisfaction all
round.

If the examiner is jovial and sympathetic
by nature, one group of books receives a
favourable treatment, but if he is unsympa-
thetic or peevish by nature, the result will
be the reverse, Herein comes the luck
which is very evident from the results that
the unexpected get through, whereas the
expected fail sometimes.

Some are liberal up to 38% and if they
want to raise it by 2% they must have to go
through the answer books carefully twice if
not more times, which they will not do for
obvious reasons. Anyhow who is to blame
for this ? The glaring blunders of the
examiners are thus" concealed under the
tombstones of their victims. Inthe prepa-
ration of the results, mistakes of wrong
entries, or of totalling up must be avoided
even as the slightest mistake may cause a
world of difference. So it is safe to a degree if
this work is decentralised by having a centre
for every group comprising 5 Districts or
about 200 schools. This means temporary
offices and temporary establishments, for a
span of two months, If this is done each
centre can independantly declare the results
whenever it is ready. It is unjustifiable,
why the results after they are put in the
final form must be kept secret, when the
candidates are bound to know them sooner
or later, What is a pass? A pass is no
more than {(a) a certificate of the satisfac-
tory completion of & particular course and
(b) a standard being reached by at
least 80% of the candidates. It may
be zaid that the present system of examina-
tion seems to serve the first purpose tole-
rably well but it has failed in other reguire.
ments, s success in examination has become
a chance affair or e lucky dip. :

Those who secure not less than 50% of
muvks in each subject shall be allowed to

enter the college. Secondly, the concession
of passing in instalments must be done away
with. Thirdly, the system of -condonation
must be scrapped. By these methods all the
misfits for higher education will be auto-,
matically weeded out. Who knows among
the unselected for the college course there
are not brilliant ones (Ramanujams)? We
should give them an opportunity to cultivate
and specially shape their latent gifts so that
they may be allowed to go up to higher
studies, if their performance al the S.S.L.C.
examination in any subject has been extra-
ordinary. For instence, a pupil who has secu-
red over 80% of marks in his special subjects
may be permitted to take to higher studies
even if he is not tolerably successful in the
other subjects at the S.8.L.C.

A casual reading of the examinatin report
will convince any one that there is a high
percentage of failures. Whether all these
candidates were really below the standard
or not is not for me to judge. Some observe
that something is wrong somewhere. The
question is where is that ‘somewhere’,
There is nothing refreshing, useful, sugges.
tive and encouraging. It is the same old
story repeated—a string of stalé stereotyped
remarks mercilessly condemning the poor
candidates and poorer teachers. It reminds
me of one Inspector of Schools, who whils
returning after inspecting a school, lost his
inspection notes om the way. On being
asked how he would write his report he
replied‘that nothing was so easy as that,
He had to put a few condemnatory remarks
—meaning fair, reading not satisfactory, -
grammar neglected, etc., ete. The learned
critics further observe that the general
standard is poor, the handwriting leaves -
much to be desired, lack of imagination was
conspicuous, the answers were usually
vague and wide off the mark, grammar
portion was possibly the worst of the lot
and so on and so forth ad libitum. When
was it otherwise is left to the reader, :

All these remarks reflect on the helpless.
teachers and so the examiners (critics) are
priveleged to condemn and they do so
bravely and successfully. If the examiners
are outside the ranks of teachers, ten to -
one, their questions are outside the portions
or at. variance from the general standard,
If the examiners are chosen from the
teachers’ ranks, then -they stand selfe
condemned when they eniticise in theiy
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report the teachers without reason and in
a carping spirit. The question is whether
the teachers should conform to the standard,
if any, that may be preseribed by examiners
or whether examiners should conform to
the methods of testing adopted by teachers

in their class room instruction. In the

interest of ordered progress, the latter
seems to be a wiser alternative. The
general charge is that the teachers’ practice
does not squire with their profession, Is it
a legitimate criticism ? Let us know if the
learned critics ever dealt with the pupils
and commanded better affection and respect.

In one or two places in the whole report
the learned crities grudgingly praise the
work of teachers—the texts are closely fol-
lowed. What a red rag in the teacher’s
coat ! Is there anything usefully sugges-
tive except their hackneyed mandates—pay
more attention to this and do not neglect
that—in the whole report. The beauty of

every report is the beautiful touch of
uncertainity by introducing the costly wor_d
SEEM therein. Thus we have: ‘‘the candi-
dates seem to have an idea, analyses seem
to be neglected.”

It appears that the examiners or critics
have after ‘all examined a cross-section .of
the answer papers, good, bad and indifferent,
before drafting their findings. One fails to
visualise what a cross-section of the papers
is. When their report itself contains not a
few mistakes, why not a poor young candi-
date who has ample reasons . commit
mistakes ? After all, these ill-equipped and
immature brains write in a hurry and
excitement- and examination-fever with
little or no time for revision. But what
about-our dear critics whose judgement is
mature who have facilities for self-exami-
nation and revision, but yet commit serious
mistakes, perhaps not deliberately or with a
purpose.

POTENCY OF THE AGE GROUP 25 TC 40 IN
) RENASCENT INDIA*

By Dr. 8. R, RANGANATHAN M.A., L. T., D.litt., President, Indian Library -4ssociation;
‘ and Professor of Library Science, University of Delhi

(Continued from puage 27)

3 RENASCENT INDIA

HE third focal point, ‘‘Renascent India”’
emphasises and enhances the potency

of the age level 25 to 40. There is this
potency in all communities, in all normal
epochs. Itis more so in renascent India.
. This is due to historical reasons. To under-
stand why it is so we should spend a minute

on the way in which the age-composition of

a nation deviates from the normal.

31 ABNORMALITY IN AGE-COMPOSITION

Abnormality in age-composition may be
caused by various causes. War is one such
possible cause. As a result of the First
World War, certain age levels stand depleted
in the age-composition of many European
countries today. Yet another age level
gtands depleted as a result of the Second
World War. The fact is that these wars
caused in their own times & suddet and
unusual decrease in the people of the fourth

and fifth octaves, When this octave moved,
by efflux of time, to the sixth and seventh
octaves, this depletion naturally’ persisted,
Moreover the outlook and the mental distur-
bance, which they had experienced in their
most potent octaves, have had an unusual
effect on the capacity of these octaves 10 ex-
ercise the leadership which belongs to them.
A few months ago, when I was reviewing
with a friend of mine in the service of Unesco
in Paris some of the malformations in certain
national and international organizations in

- Europe, we were led through this analysis

to an explanation of those malformations
and the need for our putting up with them
with patience and sympathy rather than fret-
ting and fuming. .

32 ABNORMALITY IN LEVEL OF
LEADERSHIP

. In India today, thete is another abnorma=
lity which causes malformation in the deve-
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lopment of our country. It is not due to
abnormal age-composition as in the Europe
of today. It is an abnormality in the
quantity and quality of leadership available
in the sixth and seventh octaves and the
deficiency in the maturity and wisdom of
those in the eighth and ninth octaves.
These abnormalities are but the manifes-
tations of an abnormality of another kind,
which was prevalent in India when the
generations in these octaves were in their
respective fourth and fifth octaves. In
those years, India was politically dependent.
Persons in the age level 25to40 suffered
unusual frustration. They had no opportu-
nity to live in elose proximity to radiating
seniors. No initiative was allowed either to
them or to their seniors. They were driven
towards mere vegetative existence and
servility of 2 most depressive kind. Fawn-
ing was induced and encouraged by the
foreign bureaucracy. Leadership was con-
fined to that of working up emotion in
masses. There was no opportunity to see
leadership being exercised on constructive
-work at the intellectual or political or
economic or social or legal level. Even the
education available was not of an elevating
kind. Of course nothing better could have
been expected in a country which was under
political subservience. Our interest now is
not to find fault with that state of affairs.
These facts are mentioned only to help us to
realise that the denial of opportunity to the
then age level 24 to 48 has indeed led us on
to a composition of the present age level 49
to 72 which is extremely poor in leadership
in quantity as well as quality, It is true
that we have some exceptional leaders like
Nehru, Patel and Rajaji who escaped being
completely scotched when they passed
through the most potent stage of their life,
But even to form the cabinets of all the
Governments of the countiy, we require
about 200 leaders. We want at least an
equal number to form a  healthy opposition.
We are also in need of hundreds of first-rate
men in the age level 40to 60 to run the
administration and an equal number to run
the judiciary. Do we have them in sufficient
number ? Do we have them in the right
pitch ? My feeling is that we do not have.
This does not mean disrespect to the age
group to which I myself belong. This very

subtle depletion in the leadership group of
our counttry today is acting most adversely
at & most critical epoch in its history.

33 A MORE SERIOUS ABNORMALITY

The poverty of personality and the vitiated
sense of value charactersing the age group
40 to 60 in the academic world—in the
Universities, Colleges and Schools—is even
more serious. There is evidence of the age
group 25 to 40 being either corrupted or
prevented from rising to the full height of
their normal potency, in the stafls of the
Universities and the other academic and
research institutions. The effect of this
inchoate make-up of those in charge of
vouth is likely to have an even more tragic
effect on those who are now passing through
the Octave of Turbulence.

34 A POSSIBLE WRONG REMEDY

The impatience and the impetuousness of
the inexperienced people in the fourth and
fifth octaves might move them to usurp the
place of those in the higher octaves. But
can this be a solution ? If those whom they
want to replace have been disabled from
exercising proper leadership for want of
their having had opportunities to live up to
the full potency of their own fourth and
fifth octaves, how can those of the present
generation of the fourth and fifth octaves
arrogate to themselves, without the com-
pletion of the necessary apprenticeship and
training, the capacity to become effective
leaders 7 Is it of any use to replace a set of
mature though inefficient people by a set of
immature and untrained people without
even their rashness not having been rounded
off 7 No. This cannot be a solution.

35 THE RIGHT REMEDY

The right remedy appears to be toallow the

people in the octaves six onwards to continue
in positions of leadership and for the country
somehow to muddle through for the next
sixteen years and in the meantime for the
generation now in the fourth and fifth
octaves to realise the added potency of theirs,

go through their training, apprenticeship -

and sacrifice with even greater intensity
than under normal conditions and thus
prepare itself to supply the necessary
leaders sixteen years hence, abundant in
quantity and adequate in quality. Afterall,
as it happens in the case of individuals, so it
must be in the case of nations too. ““Iabidg
my time’’ is one of these profound rules of
conduet, which Sir Walter Scott made, as it
were, the burden of his classie novel 7ha
bride of Lammernoor. The potency of thiy
! .
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8 élyl‘evel 25 to 40 in renascent India can find
a%é.tallel in the potency which Valmili had

“attributed to the fourteen years when Ram‘a
_and Lakshmana passed through their years

of preparation in the forest of Dandaka, and

. ‘Bharata and Satrughna did similarly in the
~ suburban Nandigrama of Ayodhya. If the

present generation of India going through

" the fourth and fifth octaves can live after
. the ideal of these four creations of our
‘%r,emier- poet, there can be no doubt that the

ama Rajya of which the Father of the

. Nation used so often to speak has every
" ehance of becoming areality in the very life-

time of many:of those who live today.

36 A CONCURRENT FACTOR

- After all, this delay of sixteen years can-
not be said to be unnatural. For India has
been in a state of cultyral exhaustion and
sleep for several centuries. Naturally, when
we were in that state, we were subject to
many invasions. But thanks to the efforts
of the last two generations and the fruition
of that effort through the leadership of
Mahatma Gandhi, India is now awake. But
as it is with individuals, so it is with count-
ries. When we wake up after a night’s sleep
it takes some time for us to shake off the
stiffness of our limbs and the dullness ot our
mind. We have to roll in our bed. Some even
want stimulants like coffee to reccver into
good spirit. The present slowness of develgp—
ment, which threatens to become stagnation
and—God forbid—even retrogression, app-
ears to be in a sense inevitable or 1a‘c least
something that can be understood ana should
be tolerated. If this be understoog], the pre-
sent age group 25 to 40 would realise that its
potency and responsibility are of a .rr_mch
higher order than under normal conditions.
‘They would then live that age-}evel in a
spirit of greater humility and sacrifice, This
i the price which they should pay for the
‘glory which awaits to greet them when they
move on to their higher octaves.

37 THE HOW

This byings us to the how of the present,

age group 25 to 40 in India. During the last

"two years I have come across this age level
4 in several countries of the world. I have

" compared their intellectual guality. I am
‘convinced that our people are second to none

-in the world in this respect. - I have observed .

“their emotional make-up. I am convinced

“that our people are not very different from-

Y
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the others. I have also compared the spivi-
tual throbbings of the different people,
I am convineced that in this matter those of
the fourth and fifth octaves m India are
more fortunately placed than those in the
other countries. They have the advantage of
living within access of truly radiating perso-
nalities ~ personalities with purifying effect
of a high order, personalities whose st_and~
ard of value and way of life are most stimu-
lating and clevating. But all those can be
of no avail if one great defect is not remo-
ved. That defect concerns will. The will
in the persons of the fourth and fifth octaves
in most of the countries which are already
well developed is of a much higher order -
than in India. During the last 200 years we
have been denied opportunity to exercise
our will in the right ways Alas! The will
in us appears to have become defunct.
Weakness of will manifests itself in several
ways. We glibly make resolutions. We
have neither the knowledge of what is
required to carry them out nor, even if we
have the knowledge, the volition to use that
knowledge and carry them out. This subsi- -
dence of will is making our mind wander .
about and dissipate itself. The age group
95 to 40 should exert itself to restore will to
its proper strength and for, this purpose it
should dive intoits training with single-
minded devotion and concentration and
should develop work-chastity—Brahma-
charya of the supreme kind—and the two
qualities which the Giia emphasises in the
second and the sixth chapters.
The Lord said :

Oh ! Delight of Kurus ! The intellect of
one with a strong well-disciplined will
is turned steadfastly to one objective ;

While that of one with weak undisciplined
will is distracted without end.

The intellect of those whose mind is
carried away by superficial enjoyment
and desire for premature leadership

Is deprived of strength of yvill and ren-
dered unfit for concentration. . 2:44

Arjuna said :

On'! Madhusudhana ! The firmness of
will and the concentration described by
Thee, :

I do not see the practicability of its stead-
fast state as the mind is ever wander-
ing. - 6:33
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Oh ! Krishna ! The mind is ever wander.
ing. Its turbulence is overpowering

and irrepressible,

I think it is as difficult to subd
. . < . . - Lle a
laminate it as it is with wind. 6 :%2

The Lord said :
There is no doubt, oh! Mighty-Armed,

that the mind is ever moving and diffi-

cult to restrain ;

But it can be drilled, oh ! So i
, ! Son of Kunthi,
y the constant.practice of will batlzk};l

by the cutting off of all
fleeting desires. . ! attachmegt: écg

In my opinion due attunement is unattain-

able if will is : '
the ming, not exemsed to - control

But it can be attained if will
: will is d
sufficiently to control the m?gglogﬁg

broper means are e in a ;
tion with it. mployed in asé"?’?'j‘ﬁ‘

~

EARLY CHILD‘HOOD EDUCATION IN
By SrRI K. V, PHADKE, Ghaziabad

H beg to present before the d

s elegat
_ this conference a survey of the %vo?li g§
th1_s_Sect10x; and of conditions prevailing in
India relating to Early Childhood Education.

REGIONAL SURVEYS

In previous years, I used to furnish i
reports a factual survey, of child né?i}\llclgtigg
Institutions and activities in each province
1 wish to make a departure this time The
Indian Council of Child Eduecation has
already published a Directory of Child
Education in India, and I am sure Dr.Sharma
will supply you copies thereof. There is
very little for me to add to the information
1upplled by me in the report of the Mysore
sonference Suffice it to say that several new
wrsery schools are springing up all over
ndia and there is a_growing consciousness
f the Importance of child hostels. Some of
pe child education activities of the states of
'ombay and Madras have been covered
}1der appropriate headings. Very few
-ate governments have cared this year to
irnish the information asked for. From
1e reports received so far, it is learnt that
ie Vindhya Pradesh Government is success-

'y running a Montessori school at Rewa
1 modern lines and contemplates opening
ore such- schools. The Madhya Bharat
wernment informs us that they are givin

prominent place to the demands of preg
imary education in their schemes of_
ucational  reconstruetion. There are
eady 22 nursery schools in the state. The

mber of children attending them is 887

INDIA®

-and ab t i
and 2l :;}1: Rs. T3hzé001?/[ a year are being spent

r . ysore Government, a
g&(\)lncz%g in the spread of nursery school
du 1on in India, continues its liberal
policy towardg such schools. The latest
&&port from this state is very encouraging.
o ey ha}\{e excludeq formal lessons in read-
ofg%h\g'r;’?ggc%%glarlﬁ}}lzgeticdfrom thé courses
v re- child and laid stres

g'ee z;ctlvzty and self-expression. eTie?‘?!
stgt at present 45 nursery schools in the
e et\\g]th_an enrolment of 2800 children.
t:) Zﬁo;gl;algr zultes h?ve5been amended so0 as

W nt upto 50% in urb
?1:151 g (3 r/xnf]oI; rural al;e}z)as. The Punj abal(l}o?rle‘ziis- :
ms me that they have opened

bi lérsery School in Jullundhar and tl?:t ihe; 4
bropose to open one such school every year.

PROBLEMS TACKLED BY THIS
FEDERATION

This section of th

: e Federati

g&dt to fight the child’s ba’cﬂfa3 %rlnorxlzari}éaz
S, as will appear from the following

resolutions :
rence of 16 ﬁa}ssed’ since the Kanpur confe-

RESOLUTIONS

KANPUR 1940 : ’
of 1941 desired the Smpai iU conference

: Secretary t
survey of juvenile 1 Yy to prepare a
languages. JIt rl_lsl,le.hterature in Indian

: In  pursuance i
resolution that an all Indjs prize comgfetiz?rfrsl

in Indian juvenile literatyre was organised

S
Paper read at the All Indla Educational Conference -at Hyderabad, -
. 3d, o
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MADRAS 1945: 1. This conference is of
opinion that organised efforts are necessary
for the development of Indian juvenile
literature on sound lines and deems it
desirable that all provincial governments
and Indian states should establish academies
of juvenile literature on the lines of the
Hindustani Academy.

2. This conference welcomes the inclusion
of child psychology in B.A. courses by some
universities and urges all other universities
to adopt a similar course. '

t

3. This conference is of opinion tha,c
child psychology should be an independen
subject of the M.A, Degree, and advanced
courses on child welfare should be included
in the B.A. and M.A. courses.

4. This conference is of opinion that
specialised training for graduates in the
education of the pre-school child should be
included in the syllabuses of all training

© colleges in India.

5. 'This conference is of opinion that both
from the standpoint of recreation rand
general education, children’s clubs have got

{ a great national significance and there-

fore requests the educationists ‘as well as
the various provincial governments- and
Indian states to promote chidren’s libraries
and play centres.

6. This conference requests the govern-
ment of-states and provinces, municipalities
and corporations to render financial help to
such institutions as are desirous of opening
children’s gymnasia, swimming pools, play

" centres and clubs etc.

7. This conference is of opinion that a
large number of existing films are not
suitable for children of tender age and urges
the government to take necessary steps for

the establishment of special children’s talkie

houses.

8. This conference invites educationists
and social workers to establish parents’
a_SSOICIatIOI'IS and libraries and child study
circles.

TRIVANDRUM 1946 : 1. This conference
urges on the Government of India
to adopt an all India nursery school

“education policy and programme and to take

steps to start at least one model nursery
school for each province and other nursery
schools in selected towns and cities.

LVII-—-3-T2
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o This conference urges on_the govern-
ment to open child guidance clinics and to
organise physiological services for schools.

3. This conference is of opinion that play
centres, club rooms and annual children’s ’
gatherings should be organised in each
town. o

4. This conference urges the Govern-
ment of India to adopt a children’s charter
for India and in this connection invites its
attention to the children’s charter app_roved

bv this Federation at its Nagpur session in
1935.

5. This conference records its thankful-
ness to provincial governments for the
encouraging replies given by them to the
representations mzde by this Federation on
the matter of children’s playgrounds and
especially thanks the governments of
Bengal, Bombay and Sind for issuing
circulars to local bodies on® the subject on
the lines of the U.P. Government circular.

6. This conference urges the central and
provincial governments to establish a
special department of child welfare that
will coordinate the various aspects of the
welfare of tne child, e.g. education, health
and protection etc., and will algo focus the
attention of the public on the child and his
well-being.

REWA 1947 : This conference resolves
that educational authorities be requested to
organise and assist pre-basic education in
India and make an effort to establish
training institutions where teachers may be
trained in nursery education.

MYSORE 1948 : 1 (2) This conferencenotes
with regret that in spite of the recognition
of the importance of the pre-primary educa-
tion in the official, pronouncements on the
policy and programme of educational recon-
truction issued by the provineial, state and
central governments, in practice this
aspect of education has been treated with in-
difference and neglect. This conference
therefore requests the central and the
provincial governments {o take immediate
steps for the provision of pre-primary edu-
cation without further delay.

(b) Resolved further that for this purpose
special boards of pre-primary education
should be set up, in provinces and states as
well as at the centre, for evolving a scheme
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of such education suited to Indian condi-
tions,

(e¢) Resolved that government of provin-
ces and states be further requested to set up
research councils of expert child education-
ists, making recommendsations regarding
the production of juvenile literature, play
materials, children’s films and gramophone
records and educational equipment for
vounger children suited to local conditions,

2. Resolved that with a view to concen-
trate public opinion on the importance of
child education and child welfare, the
central government be requested to fix a day
to be observed each vear as the Natjonal
Children’s Day for India.

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE
RESOLUTIONS

The only informatioa I have been able to
gather regarding the implementation of
Mysore resolutions is that many provincial
governments deputed teachers to undergo
training at the Montessori fraining camps
conducted at Adyar, Jodhpur., Gwalior and
other places. The Bombay Government, I
understand, has set up a board of pre-
primary education. The Central Advisory
Board of Education has set up a committee
for juvenile literature. An eleven-mcember
board of pre-primary education has been set
up by the Indian Council of Child Education.
The Council has also requested the Govern-
ment to award foreign scholarships for the
study of the art of illustrating children’s
books. The Children’s Day is observed on
1st October by the ‘Balkanji Bari’. The
Indian National Committee of U.N.O.
Appeal for Children observes a Children’s
Day in the form of a flower day on which
funds are collected for the relief of children
in distress. The Orissa Government reports
that a Children’s Day is being observed in
that province, but no date is mentioned.
The Central Government has contributed a
sum of Rs. 7500/- to the All India Women’s
Conference for the observance of a
children’s week.

Let us assure our sister organisation .that
instead of being jealous, we congratulate
them on having secured government support
for this part of the Mysore Conference reso-
lution. We have, however, yet to see the
ohservance of an Al India National

Children’s Day. Our government does not
seem {0 have realised its significance.

The Central Government’'s attitude
towards the Mysore Conference resolutions
isnot very clear. By way of reply, theM
Education Ministry at the Centre writes to
say that the Government of India is already
taking necessary steps to tackle these
problems on an all India basis. The concrete
nature of these steps has not been communi-
cated to us. In the province-wise survey of
education that appears in the Fincanon
Quartcry, the organ of the Ed}lcatxon
Ministry of the Government of Indla, one
looks in vain under the title ‘Primary’ for
information regarding pre-primary educa-
tion, thus indicating that this foundational
aspect of education has still to plod a dreary
journey before it can hope to reach the focal
point of the state.consciousness.

OUTSTANDING PROBLEMS

That the existing state policy towards
early childhood education in India is still
lacking in large-heartedness and liberality
is evident from the report of child educatlonu
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in Bombay sent by Principal S. N Namle of
Shishu Vihar Bal Adyapan Mandir, Bombay.
He writes that the Bombay government has
stopped giving grants in aid to pre-primary

r’schools that are charging more than Rs. 3/-
as their monthly tuition fee. 1 entirely
agree with Principal Namle that pre-primary
education conducted on right lines requires
ample money, both for educational materials
and for the tuitional staff. I do not believe

- that the management intends making money
out of pre-primary education. In case
charging of fees 1is looked upon with
susplcion or is regarded as undesirable on
other grounds, the proper remedy is to
give an additional grant to compensate the
loss thus incurred. Other problems that
claim urgent attention are (1) the problem
of finding suitable housing accommodation
for nursery schools, (2) the salary scales
of pre-primary teachers and - (3} the supply
of educational apparatus etc.

How to bring about a change in this rathey
chilling attitude of our Government towards
pre-basic education is a problem that you

,‘xxave to solve.

At the Mysore Conference, there was an
informal talk of arranging a deputation on
behalf of this section of the Federation to
wait on the Minister of Education of the
Government of India, but it did not materia-~
lize. Such a deputation is absolutely neces-
sary and must be arranged for as early as
possible under the presidency of our worthy
.Chairman of this conference.

CHILD EDUCATiION SOCIETIES AND
CONFERENCES

There are a few well known societies
in India for the promotion of early childhood
‘education that conduct training courses

for teachers, publish child education
journals and actually run children’s schools
on moderna lines. Of these Nootan Bal
Shikshan of Bombay, founded in 1926 by
the late Giju Bhai and at present directed
by his illustrious disciple, Mrs. Tarabai
Modak, our President, no doubt occupies the
front and the foremost place. It is at
present conducting a teachers’ training
college for rural nursery school teachers in
Bordi, near Bombay and owns about 100
children’s schools (Bal Mandirs). It also
organises annual conferences and exhibitiong
on child edueation and publishes a child
education journal, the Shikshar Fairika, in
Hindi, Marathi and Gujrati. It is trying to
reduce the cost of running DMontessori
schools and is trying to evoive cheap but
valuable educational equipment. This
society held in 1948 a child education exhi-
bition of a very high order for a full fort-
night. It conducts bimonthly gatherings of
pre-primary teachers™ in which problems
relating to pre-primary education are
discussed. :

The J. K. Happy School Society of Delhi
founded in 1920 by Shri Padam Chand also
conducts training classass for nursery school
teachers every year at its head-quarters and
maintains nursery schools, besides a large -
number of other schools that are being
condueted under its inspiration and guid-
ance. The nursery school project founded in
1935 conducts more than a dozen nursery
schools in Madras and imparts training to
nursery school teachers. The Association
Montessori Internationale in India is con-
ducting the Montessori movement in India
and co-ordinating the various institutions
named after her. Training courses for
pre-school teachers are conducted every
year, Such training camps were conducted
recently at Jodhpur and Gwalior, and one is
being held just now at New Delhi under the
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guidance of Mr. Joosten who presided over
the conference at Mysore. A regular train-
ing centre known as the Arundale Training
Centre is being maintained at Adyar.

The Bal Shikshan Sangh of Indore is
doing useful work in Madhva Bharat. It
organises children’s gatherings, child educa-
tion conferences and exhibitions and also
conducts nursery schools.  Another well
known institution for child education that
owes its importance to our President, Mrs.
Tarabai Modak, is the Shishu Vihar of
Bombay. It is the only government-recog-
nised training centre for pre-primary
teachers in Bombay, It trains about 150
pre-primary teachers every year.

CHILD EDUCATION EXHIBITIONS

Child education exhibitions are of great’

value not only in rousing public interest in
the child and his education, but also in
provoking scientific thought on the subject.
T have already referred to the exhibition
organised by Nootan Bai Shikshan Sangh in
1948. The Birla Montessori School, Filani,
ig to organise an international exhibition of
child art and literature at Pilani.

THE INDIAN COUNCIL OF
CHILD EDUCATION

The first organised body to coordinate
child education activities throughout the
Indian Union is the Indian Council of Child
Education formed in 1945, through the
efforts of Dr. V. N. Sharma. This Council
has been organising child education con-
ferences annually. The last conference
organised by the Council was held in Banga-
lore early this year. The conference has

appointed an 11 member child education
board to prepare a blueprint on children’s
education ‘and has adopted many useful
resolutions relating to child education, e. g.
stressing the need for instituting university
fellowships for carrying on research in child
psychology and child education, asking the
government to award two foreign scholar-
ships to artists for specialization in illus-
trating children’s books and preparing
children’s films and requesting governments
to increase grants in aid to nursery scheols.
The Council has prepared a Directory, the
first of its kind, of child education insti-
tutions in India. We should be grateful to
Dr. V. N. Sharma zand his co-workers who
in spite of severe handicaps are rendering
pioneer scrvice to this neglected cause of
child education. They deserve our active
cooperation and help.

CHILDREN’S LIBRARIES AND
» MUSEUMS

A resolution was adopted at the Madras
session of the All India Education Confer-
ence in 1245 asking the government to
promote children’s libraries and museums.
In my last report I mentioned the efiorts
mace in this direction by the National
Council for Women in India. [ trust this
society is still pursuing its efforts in this
direction. The U. P. Government is trying
to implement the recommendation of the
Museum Reorganisation Committee appoin-
ted by it and to promote children’s museums
and libraries. A central provincial edu-
cational museum and regional ones will
soon be set up in U.P. The Central Edu-
cation Library of the Government of India
has already established a children’s section,
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PICTORIAL EDUCATION THROUGH MOBILE VANS.
BY SRI S, JAGANNADHAN, Teachers' College, Saidapet.

The temple fair is in full swing. Itisan
teean of human beings with frequent waves

of human heads approaching the temple

from all directions. T'he bazaars are spread
throughout the temple vicinity on all sides.
Women, children and the aged have all
their attractions. Pictorial placards adorn
the front of good many stalls. Some depart-
ments of Government too exhibit their
wares along with pictorial charts and
sheets. A few people peep in and see and
derive some pleasure, if not profit. By
being mixed up with the entertainment,
these shows are taken up and visited more
for relaxation and change than for educa-
tion. In the midst of these atiractions, the
traditional picture man carrying his picture-

- box wends his way and occupies a vantage

position. He repeats his song of hearty
welcome to visitors, adding at the end of
each song ‘‘six pictures for a quarter anna’
only., No wonder then that boys and girls

flock to him with a quarter anna coin. -

Even the women and aged have their own
love for the picture-box. They climb up
the step of the picture-box -and watch the
pictures, as he sings his fayourite songs
and beats his hand drum to tune. Thus the
picture-magician satisfies the visitors and
is well pleased with his own performance
and part in this great temple fair. I
commend the picture-magician’s method of
earning and learning, propaganda and
publicty, stationary and mobile service.

We have on our educational programme a
new aspect of Social and Adult Education to
be tackled from now on and quickly too.
Even before imparting literacy to the great
percentage of the illiterate population,
much preliminary work has to be done in
the way of awakening the masses to the
necessity for the same through Visual

Education Methods. Stupendous efforts

will have to be made even before the villa-
ges get reaiy to receive educational vans
which are awaiting a planning. programme
and release.

. In this respect I consider that, what we
throw as waste paper without the slight.
est thought of the usefulness thereof,
should he properly utilised for pictorial

education. Magazines and picture books,
and illustrated journals and weeklies impart
information and knowledge through bpic-
tures. The daily papers also play their own
part in this respect. Their own special
numbers do awaken the reading public,
kindle their interest and add to their stoek
of knowledge. There are also illustrated
papers and wall calendars of Government
Departments and big industrial concerns of
the country. Old volumes of magazines
and copies of special numbers will give us a
wealth of pictures and through them we gain
a mine of information. But the real work is in
classifieation and reclassification in general,
and in sub-sections according to the topics,
their phases and stages and as per priority
and sequence in respectof time, The next
work of importance is the preservation and
display of these pictures before these are
used as aids in mass, social, adult or child-
ren’s education.

CINEMA BOXES.

The easiest method seems to me the
cinema method of displaying pictures. If
we look back upon the early years of
childhoad we will recall wth joy how we
devised date boxes with empty match
boxes, bits bearing date numbers from old
calendar sheets and two short broomsticks
for turning and re-turning the numbers by
means of a long strip of paper. In the
same way, wooden boxes with an attractive
glass front may be designed for preserving
pictures by neatly mounting them on long
strips of cloth of uniform width to suit the
picture and the picture box. A packet of
naphthaline balls, if kept in the box, will
prevent insects getting access into the
boxes and thus save the pictures. A tarred
bottom will also ‘be a good preventive
against the ever-watchful white ants. Topics
like biography, travel, views of *city and
village life lend themselves admirably to
such a display.

I have the following in the picture boxes :
(a) 6 boxes of pictures more than 1000

feet long on the life of owr heloved
Mahatmaji: .
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(b) one box on Buddha

(c¢) 2 boxes of coloured pictiites on the
pilgrimage to Banaras from Madras and
back via Calcutta:

(d) 4 boxes of pictures about journeys
in South India. (i) Tirupathi to Rames-
waram; (ii) Madras - Bangalore - Mysore;
(iii) Madras, Mattur, Ootocomund - Mang-
lore; (iv) Madura, Courtallam Cape Como-
rin. These should be supplemented by
maps of the country showing the railway
routes to these places. Other good acquisi-
tions will be a tourist map of India.
pictorial publications of the State Railways,
etc. I would even add to these, first hand
accounts of an actual visitor or pilgrim to
the places, given in short details.

(e) ‘‘From cotton to cloth’”’ forms the
subject of another box.

(f) The story of ““The Ramayana” is

the theme of another box.

Lovers and admirers of other eminent
leaders like Nehruji and Rajaji could have
& very good collection for a similar display
and study. It may be mentioned that it
was possible to collact nearly 75 pictures on
the former’s visit to America in the last
quarter of 1949. These were once used for
an epidiasconic show. With some more
time, thought and effort, pictures on
Ramakrishna Paramahamsa, Ramana Ma-
harshi and Rabindranath Tagore may be
collected also,

II. Clockwise  Model, Frieze Type,
Horse Shoe Design and Ladder Pattern are
other ways in which the pictures may be
preserved and used. In the first, pictures
are mounted in circles arranged from right
10 left. As the lid of the clock is moved,
the pictures underneath are seen through
the circular slit provided in the lid, thus
making one stage or one phase of the whole
picture visible, When the lid is removed
by removing the pin fixed at the centre,
the whole picture will beon view. In the
second type, the pictures are arranged
lengthwise in a straight line, as if coming
one after another in sucession, either in
chronological order or stages, of growth,
process or making. Soap-making, match
and paper manufacture, the story of rice, the
history of cloth, basket o1 umbrella making,
hanges in inseet and animal life - all these

- -
v

could be depicted by these methods. The
history of India in the severai periods will
be a fit subject for friezes. In the third
pattern, the pictures are arranged from left

to right with the centre showing the main
theme of the picture. The ladder type is -

designed for arranging pictures in time-
sequence. For example, evolutions in the
modes of transport by land, water and air
could be displayed in three separate ladder
forms. The lowest step shows the earliest
model and the steps upwards depict later
models in the march of time. The ladder
type might be replaced by the winding-stair
type. Instead of the straight line in th®
former, we have the zig-zag line in the
latter. Some of them could be well preserv-
ed by means of white tissue papers. While
preserving them from constant touch,
the outer covering of tissue paper does not
in any way minimise the full visibility of
the pictures,

III. The least expensive ways are the
Picture - Card Type, Picture-Album Type
and The Folding File Type.

Pictures relating to the R m yona or
Baamrawms lend themselves very well for
such a pattern. Cards way be cut out to
some uniform size on which pictures relat-
ing to the subjects chosen could be . mount-
ed neatly and numbered neatly
in order atthe . back. The title
of the picturescan be written in a single line
just below the picture. An ordinary picture
frame capable of containing 20 to 25 such
cards and an attractive glass front would be
also advisable both for preservation and
display. As the story is told, the required
picture may be kept in the front and
removed at the one side kept open for such
removal, When necessary all these could
be depicted on a large black board fixed
by means of brass rings.

Picture books are also recommended for
preserving collections of pictures. It would
be advisable to have the books interleaved
with white sheets in the midst of black or
brown mounts for the pictures. Every

picture carries a letter press under it. Sons

and daughters of India who have taken part
in Freedom’s struggle and success would he

an appropriate subject. The pictures coultl

be arranged in chronological order. Alohg
with the names could he shown the followe

PICTORIAL EDUCATION THROUGH MOBILE VANS 55

ing: date and place of birth, date and place
of death, age 'in years, specimen signature
or handwriting. A short sketch whenever
available * appears on the white sheet
opposite,

Qne picture book for each of the following
subjects may be made and well used to great
advantage by children. The more the variety,
’chg more they could he used by individual
children. In the folding file, the pictures
are on cards of the same size but bound with
calico in such a way as to stretch these
pieces at one time and fold these .into one
handy book when not required. Some
‘subjects are: pet animals, animals of the
jungle, birds of the country, wild birds, trees
and plants, flowers and fruits, vegetables
and nuts, fishes of the sea, reptiles, etc.
The merry-go-round type is & very funny
mode of presentation. An old umbrella with
pictures hanging from the ends and made
to go round by a simple device would appeal
very much to children. .

IV. I would also recommend the rotat-

ing stand type and the revolving box
pattern. Inthe former, the pictures are
mounted on plywood and fixed to the sides
of a cylindrical piece of wood which turns
round a nail permanently fixed to 2 wooden
bottom. Pictures on the life of Sivaji, etc.,
could be shown in this type of display. In
the latter revolving hox-like arrangement,
we have an open box-like frame on the sides
with the top kept open. Pictures mounted
on large sheets of cardboard can either be
fastened to the side frames or hung by
means of hooks at the top of the frames.
Provision for rotating these 4 sides on an
axle should be made at the bottom of the
firm stand at the centre. Though this is
similar in arrangement to the rotating stand,
the pictures in the latter are seen in full at
the front, while in the former the pictures
will seem inclined to the sides. These two
are on the model of railway posters and time
tables displayed at railway stations. These
will, however, occupy space and will require
some labour in displaying and preserving.
It is also possible to provide other suitable

arrangements with’ these rotating stands
There is no special arrangement for rotat-
ing excepting a slight push with the hand.

The method of preservation and presenta-
tion should also be considered from the point
of view of economy in the former and effect
in the latter. The subject of the talk should
have a close connection with the method of
display adopted. Any device for effective
revolving of these stands would add interest
and effect in these. Experience will also
suggest other artistic forms of display.

ILLUSTRATED MAPS OF THE COUN-
TRY AND OF THE WORLD could be
chosen for such a display in respect of the

following subjects : _

A. World Map : Great thinkers, national
Jeaders, eminent scientists, prominent
industrialists, great discoverers. of the
countries of the world, children of the
countries of the world, people of the world,
facial features, types of houses, postage
Sf:amps, dress of people, ete.

(ii) Travels and journeys of greatleaders,
adventures ete,

(iii) Radiation of thoughts of great
thinkers, places where they spread and take
root in the shape of monuments, memorials,
clubs for propagandaete. Dotted lines from
the place of birth to the place of the world
where their thoughts spread will quickly
appeal to sight. This form of display is the
Sun Ray Patern.

B. Maps of the couniry :

(i) Places of interest, historie, religious,
industrial, etc.

(ii) Temples, mosques, churches of fame
distributed throughout the country.

(iii) Great people denoted against places
of birth. ' ' '

(iv) Stamps of the Indian Union.
{To be continued)
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NEWS & NOTES

4157 MADRAS EDUGATIONAL CONFE RENCE

At a meeting of the Executive Board of

the - South ~ India Teachers’. Union
held at Madres on 24th ~ March, the
Board considered . the . draft r esolu-

tions received from the constituent asso-

.ciations and selected the resolutions to be
" placed before the Subjects Committee of

the ensuing 41st Madras State Fducational
Conference to be held at Mathurai on May

10, 11 and 12 under the preaidentship of

Rev. Fr. T. N. Siqueira, S. J. It also drew up
a tentative programme for the Confer-ence.

It was resolved that the Conference might
divide into four sections and that the fol-
lowing topies might be taken up for discus-
sion at each of those’'sections :—

UNIVERSITY EDUCATION SECTION : a)
English in University Education; (b)
medium of instruction ; (¢) moral and re-
ligious education ; (d) University and social
services.

SECONDARY AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION
SECTION : (a) Refresher courses for

‘teachers; (b) S.S.L.C. examination and

the new type questions (c¢) diversified
courses ; (d) utilisation of school libraries ;
(e) health of setondsry school children.

BASIC' OR PRIMARY EDUCATION SEC-
TION : (a) Literature in basic schools; (b)
practical difficulties in the working of the
syllabus; (c) conversion of elementary
schools into basic schools.

ORGANISATION AND "ADMINISTRATION
SECTION : (a) Financing education; (b)
bifurcated courses—practical work—selec-
tion of pupils ; (c)_ activities—organisation
and excursions; (d) school accommodation
and furniture ; (e) admission of pupils to
secondary schools. : >

BOOK REVIEWS
USE OF MOBILE CINEMA AND RADIO VANS
IN FUNDAMENTAL EDUCATION : Brought
out by film centre, London, and published
by Unesco, Paris. Pages 192, Price 6 sh.
Campaigns to bring fundamental educa-
tion to the millions of illiterate persons
who make up half the world’s total popula-
tion have been greatly helped in recent
years through the use of mobile cinema

and radio vans.- Such equipment has been-

an important and. valuable .instrument in
literacy and other educational campaigns

in scores of countries . including India,

Pakistan, China, Malaya, Indonesia,
Turkey, Greece Iran, Iraq, the Soviet
Union, Canada, Poland, Hungary, various
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South and Central Amencaﬁ nations, and

~ British, Belgian and Portuguese colonies.

Wherever the vans have been used, their
effects have been excellent, pawtlculally
because they secved. ropulatlons otherwise
Inaccessible to the media of mass communi-
cation in areas lacking cinemas and electric
power supply.

It was to dewelop and stimulate the use
of ‘mobile vans in fundamental education
in countries with a high percentage of
illiteracy that the UNESCO Commission
on Technical Needs in Press, Film and
Radio recommended in 1948 a number of
steps to be taken by the Organization,
including the publication of an authorita-
tive work on the subject. This has now
been issued as a 192-page booklet titled
“The Use of Mobile Cinema and Radio
Vans in Fundamental Education ’’, as part
of the UNESCO series of studies on specific
problems of the *‘ Press, Film and Radio
in the World today’. There are some
30 pages of photographs and diagrammatic
iNustrations, as well as 19 appendices pro-
viding comprehensive technical information
about the vans themselves and filmstrip
projectors, record players, recording
instruments, radio receiving sets, micro-
phones, amplifiers and on the organizing
of film shows.

This booklet is intended primarily for
administrators engaged in fundamental
education. Their Teed for such a work,
the Foreword points out, arises from the
fact that a general lack of information
about mobile vans hampers their effective
use. The world situation -discloses that
countries already using the units know
little about the experience of other coun-
tries in the design of mobile equipment °
or in the use of films and radio broadeasts-
for educational purposes. Moreover, many
countries do not yet use mobile units.

The aim of the booklet is to assemble.
as much as possible of the available infor-
mation. It is hoped that the survey will per-
mit the solution of many practical problems
through comparison of experiences, that
it will stimulate others to start using vans
and that it will prepare the way for specia-
lized studies.

The collection of information and the
proparation of the survey were undertaken
for UNESCO by Film Centre, London, a
private organization. which p1omotes
the production, distribution, and use of
films for educational and social purposes,
and conducts 1eqearch in these fields,
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narrated the story of the film with the help
of stills:to thelr ‘audiences Stressing “certain
points.” Then the film was shown, and dis-
- cussion was invited. . It.was shown mainly
to-village leaders in-child welfare and tradi-
tional midwives. The lessons taught in the
film and the problems solved there impress-
ed themselves deeply on ‘audidnces. : Asthe
experiment has proved sucessful, follow-up
work is being taken up, and similar projects
are-planned. < - . 07 ]

On the 16th February Ialst, dD}f R. P. Pa.
soseo e ranjpe conpleted his seventy-
Felicitations oy yvear, and we have great
pleasure in wishing him many more years of
happiness -and service to his motherlund.
Dr. Paranjpe has lived a life of rich and
varied achievements. As several writers in
the March issue of the Frogress of Education
point out, fame eame to him early when he
became in 1899 in his twentyfourth year —
the Senior Wrangler in' the mathematical
iripos at Cambridge. To a nation feeling
itse!f depressed and inferior, the young
student’s achievement at a foreign univer-
sity came - as a heaetning cordial and as
among the first signs of national regenera-
tion. Dr. Paranjpe further endeared himself
to the nation by his resolve to stick to his ear-
lier decision to serve the Dececan Education
Society, in spite of the glittering prizes
that came his  way. On  his
return to India he became the Principal of
the Fergusson College and served that ins-
titttion for two decades. Both as the

Principal and the Professor of Mathematics

he was an undoubted success. Then, like
Srinivasa Sastri before him, he drifted into
politics from education. * This led to his
becoming a minister in Bombay under the
Montford reforms and a member of the Sec-
retary -of State’s .Council in London later
on. On hisreturn to India, he accepted
the Viee-Chancellorship' of the “Lucknow
University and held it for six years. Lately,

he was free India’s first High Commissioner
in Australia, . .

" Once Dr. Paranjpe himself asked teachers
to remember the examples of Srinivasa Sastri
and Gokhale as members of their profes-
sion who had become outstanding statesmen.
To the two great names he mentioned we
might add bis own. Dr. Paranjpe has been
a great teacher and a wise statesman,

v

It is true that Dr. Paranjpe was move
bopularas a professor and prineipal than as a
politician. This was inevitable in view of the
conviction that he early acquired thatlnd}a
should completely westernise - herself in
order to achieve progress. He is a thorough
raticnalist, reared on the traditions of
Mill and Spencer,- and has shown little
sympathy  with the  traditions or
individuality of Indian culture. There may
be room for legitimate difference of opinion
about Dr. Paranjpe’s panaceas for India’s
ills or his vision of the shape of things to
come. But none can doubt his honesty ~of
purpose, his zeal for the commonweal, his
sterling patriotism and has exceptional abili-
ties. The teaching profession ought to feel
proud of nurturing within their ranks a per-
son of the outstanding qualities of Dr.
Paranjpe and then as it were sending him
away to national service in wider fields. He
will be an inspiration to teachers for many
generations. May his rich experience and
garnered wisdom help the nation to solve
its problems in the difficlt days ahead !
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MAKE YOUR SELECTION
.From the following four series oFJ

English Class Readers. They are in
many respects the best of their kind.

i. MARTIN'S NEW STUDY READERS.
Primer. Reader I,sReader II, Reader I1I, Reader 1V, Reader V,

2. MARTIN'S ACTIVE ENGLISH READERS,

FPre-Frimer, Frimer, Reader I, Reader 1I, Reader IIl Reader 1V,
Reader V. _

3. WREN'S NEW INDIAN CLASS READERS.
Primer, Reader I, Reader 1I, Reader IIl, Reader 1V,

4. WREN'S INDIAN CLASS READERS.
Primer, Reader I, Reader 11, R-ader III, Reader IV, Reade* V-

TEESE READERS ARE

§ carefully graded;

§ varied and: interesting in subject-matter }
~ § suitable in all respects for our boys

§ and fully illustrated with artistic illustrations
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