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JUVENILE DELINQUENCY
(ORIGINS OF DELINQUENT BEHAVIOUR)

By RAO BamiB Ss1 T. N. 8. RagHavacHarl, B.A, Retd, Pubhc Health
Baatarwlogzst St. Thomas Mount. :

A scientiﬁc study of delinquency is really
a stady of co-operation and strife, and
of social and antisocial behavioar amongst
mankind. A complete understanding of the
forces at work is essential to illumine pro-
blems of great social gravity, A considera.
ble amount of research into delinquency
bas been made in the past, but only teata-
tive and often fallacious conclusions have
been reached.  These researches have
proceeded on certain false premises; for
instance (1) that delinquency is considered
B Separate entity, clear cut and distinct from
other forms of behaviour ; (2) that all cases
of delinquent behaviour can be dealt with
on the same lines, as if they were essentially
similar
with by law courts offer sumitable material
for research into the orglns of delinquent
behaviour,

It is needless to say that all these three
assumptions are fallacious, though they
seem t0 support one another. For a proper
study and assay of the causative factors,
all cases of uncooperative and antisocial
behaviour, wherever found (not only those
dealt with by law courts) should be care-
fully investigated and classified; A distinc-
tion’ must be made between (1) oases rolating

to the personal make-up of the individual::

delinquent and lis relationship with s

fellowmen, and (2) those concerning the
social structure of the community aud its

capacity to establish
delmquant

 LVI—1g—] .

relations with the

(3) that cases of delinquency dealt -

Researob. therefore fo be ptoductive of
results of value, shonld be properly planned.
It will not do to proceed. with hypotheses
that have not been carefully and accurately
laid down for guidance; :

BOOIAL FACTORS .

" In - extending our investigation and
enquiry fto all cases of uncooperative
and uonsocial behaviour, instead of confining
them to the cases cotning up before crimi-
nal courts, we have necessarily to direct
our attention sometimeés to the behaviour
even of citizens, who conform to the laws
of the land and so have been classed as good
and loyal people, When we dive into the
cases of juvenile delinquents, we will be
compelled to ascertain whether the parents
and teachers were guilty of having wused
severe disciplinary measures and if their
behaviour-towards the children was goope.
rative or antisocial. Bociety will almost
certainly be up against such inquiries being
instituted. Buat 1f the enquiries are directed
aod strictly confined only to the delinquent,
leaving out the people with whom he has
been living, we can have light throwa only
on half {he problem. As Lipptt, Stott and
other psycnologists: have righ ly observed,
it takes  two to make a quarrel, asalsoa
detwquentf There have been so far no
sustaised investigations on the eff:cts of
diferent social structures on the incidence
of delinquency, or on the helpful or unhelp-

- ful attitnde of the leaders of communities
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kn& socml groups ona hxgher level towards
. the less fortunately placed members of the
community, The incidence of crime in any
organized body of men is an index of the
morale prevaxlmg in that uni§, and the
*morale’ is essentially a function of the
personalities and attitudes of the leaders
directing that group. The ‘morale’ of the
unit and the integrity and human element
in the leader, are thus the yardsticks to
measare the incidence and prevalence of
delinquency. Lippitt and White’s valuable

experiments- on the effects of the *‘climate”"

of social groups clearly prove the need for
plaoned iavestigations. These classical

‘experiments demoastrated clearly that the

behaviour of youag boys of ten and eleven

years of age varied according to the general

attitude of their groap leaders. * Thus, for
instance, the same boys who, under a demo-
cratic leader, had been hardworking and
industrions, and had loyally . cooperated

with him, became quarreisome aad . ballied -

each other and  their leader, when he
treated them as a dictator’ would, It is,
therefore, manifest that any research direct-
-ed towards the origins - of delinguent
behaviour should be directed towards social
factors hitherto neglected in previous
studies,

“ Quseeptibility " is & term which Carz.
Sanaders, Maonheim and Rbtodes have
used 1n their book on *“Young Offenders’’, to
coavey the sawme idea tnat Racklass wighes
to convey by the serm “ ditfereatial rese
. poase,” Bad company, cinema-going, pia*
taola salooas aad tns absence of suitabla
playing grouads for recceation are consie
dered, and rnightly so, bad -and antisocial
influences, - Diffsrent obuldrea respond
ditfareatiy 62 these oad inflaances, Bo.ne ace
easily atfected ; some are notj yet others
take tune to be adversaly iaflacaced, ‘The
question thersfore arises, waat sorts of
individuals are they wao readily sucsawmb,

'what sorts are they wao are imwane for

ever, aud wnat socls ace thay taat geadaally
yiuld to the wicked tatlgeaces? UarrsSaun-
doers 62 @l say ¢ . “Wae suall not begua to

kEaow what to do with rejard to susceptible -
typos uatl progress has oeon wada ig the

Goally hased pro-pleaged rtoseacel, -

psychological field and dnless we. have
well founded lines of action in .regard to
susceptibilily we cagmot maike any
attempt to cope with one half of the pro-
blem"”, The Report of the Departmental
Committes on Persistent Offenders,’publish-
ed in 1932 by H. M. Stationery Office,
Liondon, states tha, of the men and women
who are committed to prison, 50 per cent.
have been there before, and that 25 per

- cent are going for at least their sixth time.

Even at the age of 16, one third of the
criminals tried by the:-law courts have -
been charged before; and the Borstal failare
rate is 40%, Oa the b&SlS of 4’ large amouat
of research work, certain working hy-
potheses have been framed and are being

‘used in child-guidance work in Eaglaad,

These are however being subjected to rigor.
ous tests in actual field investigation. Should
they prove trae, the central problem may
be desmed to hava beea solved, and the
entire preventive and penal machinery
employed can be recast on the basis of ag
entirely new orieatation.” If they do not
ocome true, even then researches on wrong .
lines can be stopped, and money, time and
energy may be diverted o newer ohannala
of mveaugatnon. ;

The Report of the Departmental Oommxt-
tee on *Cnildren and the Cinema” preseated
to the British Parliament in May, 1950,
containg- a clear, conoise and exiremely
readable aad interesting accouat of tha
preseat position of ths chidirea aad ths
ciaema. Oa the qaestion of ths inflaance
of the cinema in promoting juvenile deliae
quency, the Committse have baea unable
to come to any definite and poaakive coae
clusion, They mairely stata: * the liak of
cause and effsct 18 uaproved in a wajority
of oases, and we remain of the opinion that

deeper, subtler and more various nflasnces |,

are at work” And one mewmbar of the
Oommittee was not satiafied evea with taue
guarded conclusion and added a m:mocans
dan. Tne Cowmmistss was coasaions of
tne lack of factual 1aformatioa, nad thsree
fore stroagly urgad ta savaral parajcaphe
of :as Rapoct, tne urgsas aved for a soigutig

»
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Dr, Sheldon of New York in his recent
book on Varieties of Delinqueat Youth has
based his entire arguments on the dictum,
* Behaviour is a function of structure.,” To
him, strocture means physical stracture.

He.tries to relate delinquency to his physi-

cal types.and draws the conclusion that
delinquency is connected with an incom-
patible mixture of types. In his study of 200
boys from the Hayden Goodwill Inn, a
. rehabilitation centre for youthful offenders
in Boston (U.8.A.), he claims to have identi-
fied such “ dysplasias" (abnormil develop-
men's) in nearly all the 200 cases. Heredity
is thus a major, if not the only precipitating
environmental factor, according to Dr.
Sheldon, . This will obivously not find
favour with the masjority of psycho-
analystsy as Sheldon appears to espouse
theories in the crudest Liamarckian tradi-
“tion, and rudely attacks the Freudian.

- The working hypotheses we referred to
supm.rega’rdmg * susceptibility,” will now
be -considéred in some detail, Research
studies in child psychology and oam child
development in Europe and America have
clearly shown that the extent to which a
person confides, trusts, loves and co-operates
with his relatives and. friends and the
extent to which he develops an " effective
conscience ' depend to a high degree on the
ipitial relationship he had (as a child) with
his parents in his early years, particularly
with his mother. The mother nourished
him, cared for him, gave him the required
attention and training and also shared his
joys and trounbles, Poverty or afluence, hous-
ing, health, employment and the number of
children in the family, are also factors
which influence this patent-child relation-
ship, “They are ail, however, quite
gecondary to the most important mﬂuanoe
of the " personalities of the parents.” The
internal dowestic relationships pervading
the chid's early life, within the home,
can‘ be' properly assessed, only if we take
stock of such features as love and hate,
jenlousy, constant nagging, favouritism.
loyally, oharuy, self-sacriices @10, which
g0 to meke or mar the family and to mould
the oharaoters of the ohildres growing

within that home. The origin of delinquency
is thus irrevocably bound up with huoman
feeling, family atmosphere and other envi-
ronmental factors mtxmately assooisted
therewith, * Defective training, laxity of
discipline, vxoxous company and defective
family relations,” are usually reckoned as
factors of *prime importance’ in the
growth of delinquency. Burt considers
that conditions outside the home and
indigence are comparatively of less impor=,
tance than the former. Severe conflict.
and difference of opinion amongst the two
parents and with the child, result in the
latter taking sides with one or the other of - .
the parents or against both. Buch ohild-
ren usually receive no affection. but are
treated beutally and with great uumented
severity by the parents,

Bowlby in 1944 compared a set of 44
)uvemle thieves with a central gronp of
other maladjasted children and proved
clinically and statistically that " prolonged
mother-child separation during the first

five years of life bears a definite and sigoifi.

cant etlologlcal reiationship to persisteut
stealing.” Bender, who studied in 1947
bundreds of cases of psychopathic behaviour
disorders in_juveniles, found that her group
of children presented *a olinical picture
that formed a syndrome in that the
causative factors in the early life of the
individual are known, the developmental
course may be anticipated, the behaviour
pattern is typical, resembling the classical
description of the so.called constitutional
psychopathic personahty, The cause of the
condition is emotional deprivation in the.
infantile period of the parent.child relations
ship."”

Mr. D, H. Btott, M.A., working under
the auspices of the United Kingdom Cars
pegie Trust, has made a detalled study of
o conseoutive group of school boys between
the ages of 15 and 18, and in nis recent
book ‘entitled Delinguenoy and Human
Nature (1950), be cites wstances of cases
in wbom ilness in early life, prolongad
separation from the mother and the irzis
table temper of the mother, were responsie
ble for their behavious when they grow ug
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to be fifteen or more.
.this important point is : * It was diseovered

- viour in society.

‘His conclasion on

in every case thut the boy had been condi.
tioned to an anxiety over his parents or to
an enhanced emotional dependence upon
tham by-one or more influences operating
during his earlier childhood.”

<« A considerable. volume - of evidence has
now accumulated to show that the young
child’s experiences in the family affect his
later life and profoundly influence his beha.
A systematic and care-
fully planned study of this most important
finding, with respect to the conditions of

" family life, as obtaining in our land at the

present day, is most essential and urgently
called for. With this as the basis it-would

- be possnble to assess the effects of the varied

lexperiences in early ohudhood. upou its

- development.

‘ tlll now,

- From : the work done in Great Bntam
*two importaot factors can be

- picked out which are essentially common

to all persistent delinquents-and which dis-
tinguish them from children with other
forms of maladjustment.” Dr, Bowlby of
the L'avistock Ciinie, London, says:—
% (1) Prolonged separation of the ohild from
his mother or foster~mother during his
first five years is a factor which alone

.accounts for a high proportion, perhaps 50%,

of the most intractable cases. (2) The other
important factor isa child’s being unwanted

by parents. who are themseives unstable

and unhappy people and whose attitudes

- towards tne chud are, on balance, hostile,

oritical and punishing. These two factors
will be fouud to a large ‘extent in the
* susceptible '’ groups, Ohildren who have
suffered these two sorts of experience,
can be easily - distingmshed from each

other botn 'in their general Boadial

" relations and in their dehnquenmes.

The chid’s early social enviroment and~”

. famuy experiences are relevani, therefore to

8 mghly sigotlicant estent L0 a proper assay

_sud understandiog of bis later benaviour

aud atutudes 1o sooial hife, .1f we ucoept
this hypotaesis us correct and true to Lfe,
it will nuoessar:ly toliow taat heredity also
Qloys a part in the origin of delingaeat

PER EDUCATIONAL REVIEW

behaviour. ‘As was stated alreidy,delid.
quent behaviour coanotes unco-operative
and anti-social attitudes, Ia any study of
these attitudes, it would be quite esseatial
to make a thorough aad detailed analysis
of what is catered for the young child’s
consumption in matters connected with his
daily relationship to the society. As he
grows old, his social behaviour will be
largely conditioned by this factor. Bowlby
suggests two lines of approach for a study
of this problem : (1) to follow a group of

infants over 10 'or 15 years of age and

obtain as we go along first-hand information
about their experieaces; or (2) to strive to
unearth the past histories of children or
adolescents,
sarily a long-time plan and perhaps tedious,
as it has to be carried out during 10 to 16
years before results are available. Tha
seocond or the retrospective method has the
.disadvantage of haviog to rely on informa.
tioa furnished by untcained observers—=the
child's parents—many years later. The

former is therefore, preferred and has been

adopted in the Ualted States of America in
their stadies in child bebaviour - and
juvenile delinqueacy, * Experience suggests

.that reliable 1nformation 1s usually obtained
in children below 7 within a very reason- -

able time, but that after 7, the difficulties
increase,”” The reliability of data isthe

most vital issue in any research and in no
field is it more difficuit to easure or to test

Hffactive and
in tnis field can

than in the psychiatrio,
reliable research work

therefore be" done only by highly trained -

workers, conversant with the sechaiques
pectaimng to both research and treatwent
procedare

Juvenile delinjuenoy in our Gsuatry i8 on :

the inorease, and tnere can be no doubt
that besides the several factors outlinad ox
dotatled . above, the cinema. coatribiiies &
great deal to juvenile crime, Fitms, pactie
cularly tnose woich will oot coanduce toa
Bealthy developneat of the oau.g:n's
meatal and ssotal actades, snoald” ba wmora
rgoc0asly asasored, aad atwssioa snould
ba. ateraly .dsaied ta caddcea ander LG

years of age, 0 clnewma 8noWs waere suehd

piatures aze exhibited,

The first of these is neces--

¥
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_ins$ruct’ *\ in the essentials of sex educa;ion»

-

EDUCATION FOR FAMILY LIFE
By Snt R. PapMANABHAN, B.A,; LT, Vellore (N.4.)

DUCATION, among other things, has
" been defined by the pragmatic educa-

. tional philosopher, John Dewey, as “the

prooess of remaking experience, giving it a
more socialised valne through increased
individual experience by giving the indivi-
dual better control over his or her own

_powers.” It is thus the chief factor in

conserving, improving and popularising
what is commonly called today ‘“'group
.oultvre” and the medium of civilization for
raising individuals. to higher levels of

" efficiency and happiness. The unit of all
_ civilization, at all times and in all climes,

has been the family. Notwithstanding the
gevere ouslaughts made upon it as an
inevitable consequence of the World Wars I
and-I1I and the post.war industriali .‘ioa
and mechanisation in all departmei s of

.lile—and India being no exoception to this—

it has been the germinal seed that has
always yielded the finest fraits to the
civilization that is the pride of maa today.

It, therefore, follows that for the
supreme task of an all-round progress in
commmunal solidarity, the buman family as
g factor of many-sided social advancement
should be properly organised and its foundas
tions well and truly laid in the present-day
society. Otherwise, 'there is always the
risk: of being lost in the clouds.

When we take up the question of educa-
tion that does really count for a well-
balanced family lifein all its bearings, one
must not fight shy of the fact that thought.
fu) sex education is a primary condition for
present-day family well-being. There was
a time, even in the advanced " western -
couantries like the U.S.A, when a mere
mention of sex education was taboo. Hvea
some practical -edacationists were fonad to
be chaf:ng whenever a suggestion arose
from some progressive quarters for a modest

snd hyg ‘e for boys and girls, | o

Baut in the world of today, sex education
has come to stay as a part of the whole
educational framework and is .indeed a
sine gua non of the modern school curri~
culum in all the progressive countries, It
will augur well for us, if we also make our
secondary curriculum more comprehensive
and less restrained by a careful introduction.
of sex education both as information and
instruction in our secondary echools. Bat
it does not stop there. It becomes a dynamie
force of that part of education which
prepares & man or womsn in the making
for a healthy family life rather than a
passive part of health education.
change is the order of Nature, and conse-
queatly if msan has also to change with the
spirit of evolation, and if the elevation of
the family as the fundamsntal achjevement
of ciwilization is aa ideal warth striving
for, then there is a good deal of trath in

saying and demaanding that sex edacation’
. must be well-coordinated with other subjssts

of health education in our school cucrri-
culum,

FaMILIRS AND THEIR DUTIES,

- There are, today, different forms of
famulies in civilized life as was the case in
the past. Bat the modera family has
distinctly different aad varied functions of
its owa to perform, It has, primarily, three
fandamental * duties ;—(1) as a recogmzed
aad legal institution for the presecrvation

and propagation of the haman species by -

the time.-honoured institation of marriage
(2) as a fasdamental factor for the socializ.
ing and humaniziog of childrea in modern
society, emancipating them from needless
and cumbersome processes and ‘‘remaking”

them with cultaral traits and needs;(3) aod

lastly, as a meaos for wbat has been ca:led
dihe fostering of a caild persoaslity™ as an
integral part of tha fathers or the mothers
of the generation to come. '

It is very pdinful to observe that the

" family in ‘modern life éven in ladia is in

It indeed

EDUCATION FOR FAMILY LIFE

" the doldrums anci !;as ceased; to a deplora- .

ble extent, to be an incegrating factor, The

" home has ceased to be sweet, attracting and

goothing, because the problem of making
both ‘ends meet has become acute. Not

" infrequently the wifeis also a bread winaer,
_and not having the necessary leisure, family

life remains a protracted distraction and is
pothing more than an eating aud sleeping
affair, The weary father sits in a corner
of the verandah, the fatignel mother in
the store-room and the balf-fed and ill-
clothed little children murmur inihe kitchen
Is this the concept.of family life that is to

- prevail in these days of electricity with all

its powerful labour saving and leisure.
‘making devices ? In the complicated human
fabric of the present-day, tnere is a vital

. peed for a dyoamio activity requiring the
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standardization of human aotivitie.s to the
development of human personality and
solid individuality that are a desideratum

today.
‘ CONCLUSION
To achiave this laudable aim, we must

‘have & olear elnsidation of the family

values—the supreme respoansibility of each
person to the other, the hasband to his
wife, the mother to her obildren, the
children to theic mothers the brother to his.
sister, and vice versa. Should we not also
take into acive consideration the social
aspect of the .gquestion—what has been
called by the ultra-modera Yankees “Home
Economics” which gives a liberal and
wholesome perspective of a proper educa-
tion for family - life ? _
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PROBLEMATIC CHILDREN AND THEIR IMPROVEMENT

Br1 PurusEorTaM C, 8HaR, M,A, B.T. (Distinction) M.RS.T. (Lon.), Bombay.

WE sll know that physical: disorders give

rise to & pumber of diseases; it is
-equally true ‘that numerous disorders and
deformities in the ohild’s mind also give
rise to a number of diseases which nltimate- -
ly result in making the child a ‘problem
child ; but whereas a certain relationship
is noticeable ‘among the physical disorders,
no such definite -relationship can be traced
in the case of mental deformities. Hcwever,

- more and more facts are being brought into
lights as more and more experiments are

carried on in this direction, Below is an
attempt to record and study the mental
deformities of a few children, based upon’

_ the complaints made by their guardians or

-

parents with regard to
behaviour,

- A boy named Vithal looks very prudent
and straightforward ; but his eyes are
restless.and sharp, His parents complain

their peculiar

- that he has got into the hakit of stealing

and has a: tendency. to play the truant,
Instead of going to school, he goes awsy to
the Parsi Gymkhana to witness a tourna-

‘ment. The students of his class had once or

twice brought to my notice the fact that he
was given to stealing. On seeing him
.I could hardly believe that such ad
innocent.looking child: conld go to this
lengtb, but later on ¥ found that this seem=
ingly innocent chap was much deeper than
he looked. Now what can be done to bring

him to the right path ?

There is another instance of a boy named
Raman, who has a peculiar disposition, His
bheaviour at times subjects him to ridicule -
and often to contempt. On the one-hand,
he is very obedient and would do whatever -
he is asked to do, but he. has a forgetful
disposition and does not kmow how to
behave with others, His greatest virtue is
that he confesses his fault and- even repents
of it ; but $he next moment he dannot bat
behave in like manner. He neverrealises
when be errs, and afterwards he - repents,
This bes made his life disorderly and fgll

of pit-falls, He falls out with people .

appar@ntly for no reason,

Liet us see if
there is any hope for him, '

'The third instance is Chandu, & Very
ready-witted boy, At first sight he wonld

impress you as being a very clever boy 3
when you come. in close contact

but
with him, you understand that talking is
the only thing he knows. He would continue

to sleep at ease till nine in the morning;

all his work is done in a leisurely fashion.
He is unmindfal of the fact that his father
is an ordinary clerk and makes both ends
meet with great difficulty, It has become a
daily routine with him to take money from
his father under the excuse of buying books

or note-bocks, and then to play truant in

the company of his friends, His irregular
attendance at School has rendered him weak
and backward in his studies § buat this does
not pinch him-at all,. The gquestion here is
bhow to teach him to spend rightly the

money he gets and how to create in him g -

genuine desire for study. ..~ . ‘

Next follows a very peculiar case. Chha.
bildas has' many pleasure-seeking friends,
They take him toa hotel or a cinema or to

wander with them. As a resnlt, Chhabildas

cannot do without the  company of these
friends, "In order to please these friends,
be has formed the habit of stealing. On:
seeing these friends he loses all control over
himself.. - Hence if he cannot steal anything
from home, he steals the books of other
friends and sells them at a second-hand
book stall,. And thus he procures the money
with which he can -visit the cinema in the
company of his friends. How can he be

saved from this mental disease ?.

-"One more interesting instance is $hat of
- Ratanlal. He has contracted the habit of

telling o lie on all occasions, .Asked about

‘apything, he is sare.to teil a lie. ‘He is sure -

to hide the truth either tcrough fear or to
cheat others ; on being cross-examined, his
lio is exposed aund them .ho looks .as mild

* if they understand the cause, cannat fiad a -

PROBLEMATIC CHILDREN AND THEIR IMPROVEMENT

and tame as & cow. You imagine for a time
that Ratanlal will now turn over a mew
leaf 3 but it is all in wvainj his habit is so
deep-rooted that on the very next occasion,
he resorts to a lie, - .

~ Both primary and secondary schools
furnish us - with numerous instances of
children behaving in one or the other of the
‘above-mentioned ways, and this behaviour
of theirs is more or Iess due to certain
mental deformities or discords. Such
children are called problematic, Their
behaviour is vnunderstandable and creates
a problem for those who have to deal with

them, The working of their minds requires -
~ to be studied psychologically, so that we

may find out ways and means to reform

them. If neglected, they take a very serious

turn for the worse, and in the long run,
they turn ou$ self-willed, licentious and
uocontrolled. We have to give them up
for lost, ' :

An average parent does not understand
these mental deformities, and it is not so
easy to find expert doctors and specialists
for the cure of mental diseases as for the
cure of physical disorders, This puzzles
many a parent: and some wise parents, even

remedy, Unreasonable and illiterate parents
do not pay any heed to thisin the beginn-
ing, They assume. that the boy will

. improve automaticaily as he grows up; then

in later years, when the child, instead of
improving, grows from bad to worse, they
‘begin to find fault, to weep for their mis.
. fortune and to abuse the boy. I know of a
parent who used to beat his son o0 cruelly
. that even a - passer-by shuddered at the
sight, Being advised, he would say, "W hat
am I todo, if 1 cannot beat him? Hae is
ever s0 disobedient ! 'Experience, however,
makes guardians realise that ohiidren do
not improve by being subjected 10 severe
thrashing, On the ocontrary, they grow
morse obstinate, Their suppressed ipuoises
find a tree outlet and they go on benaving
a8 they did and do not mind even bewng
‘beaten, When the parents are thus fruse

, tzated 1n thetr purpose, they use all manager.

of barshness and thresten to expel them
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from 5ome and hand ' them over to the
Police. They harbour secret hatred within,
but all to no purpose . The out-flow of

"inner impulses rushes ahead, and if it is

not turned into a proper channel, the child
tarns out to be a bully, in futare, and
becomes unfit to live ia society. ‘

-Now the question arises as to what‘ could
be done in the case of such childcen. How
can they be restored to the right path?

' What attempts should be done to uader-

stand their minds and put them on the
right track 7

Lot ns first point ont what shonld not be
done. To abuse the problem child, in order
to reform .him, to beat him severely, to
humiliate him in society and before his
friends, to shower contempt on him, these
are not the right means. It is quite a wrong
treatmént of the disease, Any remedies .
which might be resorted to, without a stady
of his mental propensities, are bound to fail,
Some parents have an unshakable befief in
the old maxim, “Spare the rod and spoil
the child.” This may be perhaps true in
the case of beasts and brutes, but this 15 by
no means true in the case of a human being
who is endowed by Nature with the facaity
of thinking and reasoning, - :

Now, let us consider a positive answer to
the problem. (1) In the ficst place, the
child’s mind should be studied psychologi.
cally. The differeat phases of ms bshaviour -
should be minutely examuned. It is hikely
that he might be affectad by.a certain .
emotional disturbance, ‘I'nen he fiads no
interest in study., He gets disgusted with it
and thinks only of going out to wander at
his sweet willi Thas maay il effoois of
moentsl disoraers result from bad company.

(2) Mental deformities result also from
other sonrces. It may be that the chuld has

" been fondled too mush. He 13 free (0 use

‘his moansy as he ohnooses. His paren.s ara
indiffarent, the child 13 not inflaencsd. by -
any sense of discipline or morals, and nig
breeding and growth in the eachier and-
impressionable periods of his Life have not
‘becn progerly. atteaded  to, ‘Lo 19 ofien
the ease when the chid is the only chilgd
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of parents By over-mdulgenoe and bad
company, he becomes self.-willed and gets
completely out of control. It is therefora
‘the duty of every parent to attend properly
to the bringing-up of his or her child, It

~ is the opinion of a prominent psychologist
that adolescence -is a period which makes

or mars a child’s fatare career in life. For
it isin these years that there is an all-
round development of the child’s body and

- mind. He feels the advent of a new life

‘within. He loves to move in society and
hence chooses his.friends to suit his tempera-
mwent. Good companions, healthy home life
and early good breeding have an ennoblmg
influence on the child. His attentioa is thea

_ directed to study and useful activities, and

he begins $o understand the aim and
purpose of life. The child is bora with
many latent faculties. In course of time,

they are developed by external experiences. '

If these experiences ara good, they have a

" healthy influence on the mind. Uhe child

then imbibes a moral and religious sense
and it moulds his character. Oa the other
hand, if he is influenced by bad company,

‘he has bad and uohealthy experjences which
-give rise to mental disorders and deformi-:
.ties Waoen the child is young, ail these

deformities are piled up together, and heace
their ill effects strong. ~1f the parent takes
care at this stage of the child’s hte, he can

do much to nullify these impressions; but -

the parent deludes himself with the belief
tbat when the child grows up, he will come

round. But as a matter of faot, the mental
" disorders and deformities get more deeply

rooted as time goes on, and the parent
xemains blisstully 1gnorant of this.

Now let us consider this question with a
view to reforming the child,

- (1) If a child’s behaviour is found to be

uncommon and peculiar, we should first of

all try to find out who his Iriends are. In
most eases a correct idea will be had on a
study of his friends. Even as' all Kinds of
diseases of the body are bora of somé dis.
order in the stomach, according to the view
of Ayurvedic phyalamns, 80 t00 almost all
deformities-of the child's: mind are-a result

nl bad and unwholesome company: ' A ohild

is compelled to spand money lavishly to -:

please bad friends. This leads him ‘to’
stealing. This in tarn induces him to tell.
lies to hide the crime. He has to find ont
some unknown or solitary corner where he
can feast with his friends, Hence he learns
to play traaat, Thus one ‘vice or evil

‘brings in its train a number of vices. When
- this bappens, children who have no good

breeding at home, beocme licentions, Those.
who have money to spend freely go astray -
in the company of bad companions, . Others
resort to stealing and move about visiting ..
cinemas and hotels. In course of time, they
becoms irregular in attending school.
Oace their study is affocted, they lose all
interest in stady and loog o wander. Thus
the child's uncontrolled impulses rua riot .
and the voice of conscience ceases to be

" heard., |
The environment both at achool and‘ .

home, also contributes a great deal towards
the child's development. The education of
a child depends chiefly on two factors, (1) his
innate or latent abilities and (i1) his environ:
ment. Hence the environmepnt at school -
and home plays an important role. Those
parents who seek to make their children
ideal, should themselves try to be ideal in
their behaviour. They should make the
home environment also ideal so as to create
& healthy influence on the child’s mind.:

An attempt was mnde to reform the
children mentioned in the foregoing
paragraphs. [iet us see what means were
adopted 1n the case of each and what was
the result,

(1) Tus Cass oF Viraal
" (a) On studying’ his home enviconment,
it was discovered that he was very much
afraid of his father; who used to beat him
meroilessly even for trivial reasoas.. -

(b) He had fallen into the company of
bad friends, who asked him to steal moaney
so that they could go on railway trips and
enjoy themselves at his costs

(o) His mental growth was not normal,
He had much- of -ohildishness, He could
eatily become a tool in the hands of eelfial
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friends, and then he
being detected. . . .

(d) He had free access to money at home:
So he learnt to spend lavishly from child-
hood. With the necessity of procuring more

hardly thought of

money, he learnt to steal, and he would .

wander away in the company of his friends
by stealing large sums of money.

. Vithal could not improve in spite of
many efforts, for his father did nos give up
beating him severely, His friends sprang
-+ 'up every time and got him into their grip,

. There was plenty of scope for stealing,
because of the negligence of parents. There
was lack of patience and full co-operation
on the part of parents; hence Vithal could
not improve. He would bs quite all right
in our presence, but as soon as our back is

turned, he would resume his old ways, In’

the case of such children, something can be
done only if a mioute watch is kept over

. every aotivity of theirs for all the swenty-
four hours, -~ - .

(2) Tra Cask op RauMax

His mental deformities have not assumed
an undue proportion., He has however some
mental defect. His memory is extremely

- weak, He cannot remember the simplest
of things. : .

He is still in an experimental stage.
Attempts are being made to improve his
memory 3 but they have not yielded any
tangible result so far. The boy is mot
worth being given up for lost; buat it is

- mecesgary for his parents to remain very

vigilant and watohful till he reaches the -

age of twenty. Further results can be
-placed before those interested only after
the end of the experiment.

‘. (8) THE Cass oF CHANDU

In bis case, attempts Were .made. in a ‘

feirly good measure.

(1) He was made to leave th
of his old friends. \

(%) He was made to realise the aondition
of his family, the financial position of his
father ‘and the responmibilitiesy his father

,had to shoulder, .

company -

THE EDUCATIONAL REVIEW ~ -

(8) To prevent him from playing trusat,
care was taken to note his attendance in
* every period of school work.

This case indicates a marked improve-
ment. A tutor has been engaged to help
him in his study and to bring him oa a
level with the class, The tutor also keeps
an eye on ‘him, He is getting regular in
attendance. In the curreat year, he has
secared promotion to the higher class, and
a genuine desire for study is now oreated
in him. o

(4) THE Case or CHHABILDAS

. Heisa typical case of an over.fondled
and spoilt child. His parents see no harm
it his friends are .pregared to show him
cinema pictures. They argae, “"Why should
he not wvisis hotels and- cinemas, if his

friends take -him with them ?  If ‘they -

spend for him, why should he not avail

himself of the advantage?” 1In this, how.

ever, they are greatly mistaken, As a result,
Chabbildas has - gone
control, He listens to all our advice, pro-
mises not o visit the tbeatre, but the very
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Doxt day we find he has been dragged
there by his friends, It is impossible to
improve this'case without the co-operation
of parents; for those who experiment on
such a child cannot have all factors nader
their control, nor have they time enough to
spy over him all day,

(5) TrE CaSE OF RATANGAL

His case has been carefally thought over;
and a minute observation of his behavioar
makes one thing clear, that thers is no
motive behind his lies, A secret fear in

the beart, absence of recognition of his - accurately and speedily the working of the

individuslity, childish nature and lack of
confidence in himself—all thess prompt
him to tell lies.

properly ivstructed about these. Asa first

step, attempts are being made to make tha-

home environment such- as would remova
all fear from his heart and induce him to
speak out the truth in every matter boldly.

This case shows a considerable improve.

- logists are not

His parents have been -
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Buch mental ‘disorders are very much
like diseases that last long. The cure of
such mental diseases demands a lot of time
and indefatigable patience, Many parents
lose patience and expeot to see speedy
improvement in their child, who has
completely goae astray. Conseqnently, they
have either to leave cff the experiment in
the middle or cannot wait to see the results
of the experiment, :

Every parent should know that psyche-" °

equipped with instru-
ments like the stethoscope to measurs

child’s mind, Hence this is a difficult task.

It demands a minute study of the ohild's
behaviour, and the child’s mind is to be
understood by the observations noted from
this stady. Again, no two childrea are
alike in this respect, and hence each child
needs to be studied individaally. It is’
therefore but nataral that it _demands a

ment, . B long time and patience./ ,7/5';"' 55””*’:;:‘}: |
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THE Malay: ?eninéula has been from the
, earliest times, the. centre of carrying

- trade between China and the western
" .world. It had been known to Indians for
cgn@qries *before the OChristian era, and
during the first five centuries of this era.
.Hindu cdlonies .made several settlementd
‘and established states in the . Peninsula.
Among them Kala (Kedah) and Pahang
may be noted. Even today remains of
“Hinda temples and .stone images survive,
as also Buddhist shrines and inscriptions
written in Sanskrit and Indian scripts of
the fourth and fifth centuries A;D. '

The great island of Java has an area of

.+ 51,000 square miles and and is most fertile
\and popalous. " The Hindu colonisation of
- ‘Java is traced. in legends tothe heroes of
. the Mahabharata and their sucdessors, and
- 8lso to the people of Kalinga. There is no
~ difficulty in tracing in these legends the
. names of the epic heroes like Parasara
- Vyasa and Pandu. The Javanese era com-

',/ mences from the same date as the Saka era

~ of India (78 A. D.). A Hmndu kingdom
- oust have baep established in Java by ghe
beginning of the second century A. ‘D,

because Devavarman, a Hinduised King of -
> of ‘Bali, situated to the east of Java and

- Java, sent an embassy to China in 132 A.D,
* Apnother Hindu kingdom was founded in
Western Java, at Taruma by one Parna.

varman ; and yet a third .Hindu kingdom

rose in Central Java and was known to the
Chinese as Kalings (Ho-ling) and evidently
' She colonists must have come from Kalinga,

In the still larger, but less civilised . and
populous island ‘of Sumatra, which h &4
total area of over 167,000 square miles,
Hipdu colonisation  must have sed in a;’
“least three centurics before the Christian
era, The earliest known Hindu kingdom
‘was 8Bri  Vijsya (or Palembang) which
flourished for several centuries and con.

quered another Hindu kingdom named
Mr_;layu {modern Jambi) and controlied $he
neighbonring island of Banka as well,
From I-Tsing, a Chinese traveller of the
latter half of the 7th century A.D, we
~lea.rn. that 8ri Vijaya was a ceatre of Bud-
flhlsho. learning and its king ‘possessed trad-
ing ships that sailed to India. The city was
the chief centre of trade with China. Sri
Vijaya attained to imperial dimensions and
statos in the 8th centory and maintained
diplomatic relations with China., ’

That the large island of Borneo was also

- esrly colonised by Hindus is known to us

from four Sanskrit inscriptions found at
K9tel. an old sea port of the island and as-
cribed to about 400 A.D, They refer to Yupas
or sacerdotal pillars set up by Brabmans to

- commemorate the rioh donations and sacrie

fices of King Mulavarmaa who performed,
among othegs, & yaga c.lled bahu-svarnakam
(large quantity of gold) in the holy kshetra
of Vaprakesvara. Co

" Other cehtr_es of ancient Hindﬁ culture
have been discovered "in East Borneo,
where both Buddhistic and - Brahmanical

-images have been found.. .Most important

of all for our purpose is the small isiand

separated from it by a narrow strait, with
a population of nearly a million. It is the
only part of Indonesia which has totally
escaped conversion to Islam and has con-
$rived to retain its ancient Hinda character:

" and culture. ‘A Hindu kingdom exisied in:

the island as early as the 6.n century A D,,
which was founded by one. ‘Kuundinya: 't
The people profes-ed Buddhism, which had -
seeured & firm footing from the early days:
of Hinau colonisation, - . - Co

_ From the Banskrit inscriptions discovered!
in Borneo and Java as well as in the Malay !
Peninsuia, it can be easily seen that the:
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| .lsng‘noge. literature, religion and’ political

apd soccial institutions of India were
absorbed in these far-off lands, either elimi-

‘pating or colouring the native elements in

fhese respects. Thus the kingdom of
Mulavarman in Borneo presents a royal
court . thoroughly - saturated .with Hindu -
culture, In Java, we have references to
Hindu deities like Vishnu and Indra, to -
Airavata (the elephant of the latter) and -
also to the use of Indian months and astro-

' pomical details and Indian measurements

of distances. Two of the rivers of that
island were’ named Chandrabhaga. and -
Gomati, Elsewhere, . we have images of’
Vishnn, - 8iva, Brahmsa, Ganesba and .
Skands, Mahakala and Durga and also the
weapons and ornaments of Siva and Vishnu.
like trisula (trident), the padma, the conch,’
the discus, and the gada, The inscriptions -
also refer to the samtity of the Ganges
river, . . ' \

Buddhism also made its influende .felt in -
Java. A great Indian Buddhist teacher,.
Gunavarman, who was a prince of Kashmir,
oonverted the King of Java. and his mother
to Buddhism, probably in 5th century A.D.
I Tsing, the Chinese traveller above-noted:
learnt Sanskrit grammar (sabda vidya) in 8ii
Vijaya, and he found more than & thousand
Buddhist priests in that city. = Several
eminent Buddhist teachers of India visited .

* 8ri Wjaya in the 7th century: Of them,

the most important wers Dharmapals, an
inhabitant of Kanchi, who became subse.
quently a great teacher at the Nalanda
University, Another South Indian, the
mouk Vajrabodhi, went from Ceylon to

China, spending some months in 8ri Vijaya
on his outward voyage, and he was accom--
panied by his disciple, Amoghavajea, and
they introduced the tantrik cult into China.:

Hindu political and administrative ideas

. were also in vogue in the islands of Indo-

pesia. The Kings claimed to be XKshatri-
yas, and their ministers were chosen from

_ among the Brahmans and, constituted the

" Hight Great Seats." The ' Brahmanical
feligion that prevailed was of the Neo-
Hindu or Puranic variety and -marked: by

megpificent ‘temples and eloborate. rituals -

LYl=13=3

b

and ceremonies, A huge. quantity of
philosophical speculation and of myths and, .
legends centred round the gods. Saivism -
was very influential and exercised a great
influence on the whole course of religious
development. The hold of Vaishnavism
and Buddhism was not so strong relatively.

: S § SRR .

The original seat of the powerful dynasty -
of the Sailendras was either in Java orin
Malay Peninsula, Their authority in Java
had become well rooted in the closeé of the
8th -.century. The Bailendras were the
leading naval power in the seas of Indone-
gia ‘for a long time, and they had also
intimate relations with the Pala Eings of
Bengal. Their power is desoribed by
various Arab writers, To them are due the
vigoar of the Mahayana form of Buddhism -
and the splendid monuments of Chandi- -
kalasam and Barabudur in Java. The
Sailendras had long dvawn-out hostilities -
‘with the Cholas of South India in the llth

‘gentary A. D. The Cholas indeed came
-yery near achieving definite mastery over

Sumatra and the Malay Peninsulaj but the
Sailendra power :survived this shock and
led & - successful expedition against Ceylon
in the 13th century. o '

A powerful Hindu kingdom arose in.
Central Java in the 8th century A. D, and -
later-shifted .its authority to the east of the
island to which the flow of Javanese culture
and art, natarally drifted. . Thus Hindu

 cultare,. . which, was first introduced into

Western Java by Purnavarmaa in the Sth.
or 6th centary A.D, shifted to Ceatral
Java in the 8th century and from thence to’
‘Eastern Java in the 10th century. From
now on, for five Genturies more, Eastern
Java remained the only - stronghald of
Hindu oulture and civilisation,

The Eastern Javanese kingdom conquered
the island of Bali, In tne long regn of
its powerful Kiog Airlangga (tirst half of
the 11th centary), tradars camae to the king.
‘dom from Klink, Bingala, Dcavida, - Bace |
pataka, Champa sod Kmir (Acoam and
Khambujs). The great port of bis kKingdom’
“was thronged with foreiga ehips, nad 1 aug,
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was either at.or-near modern--SBourabaya.
Airlangga was regarded as anincarnation of
Vishou, and a fine image.of Vishau. riding
- on Garuda was erected over his cremation
place. The famous old Javanese kavya
Arjuna-Vivaha - was written under his
patronage by - the -poet- Kanva, ' Several
generations after Airlangga, a new king.
dom rose in Eastern -Java, known as
Singhasari, from its oapital of the same
The growth of- this kingdom
marked the receding of Hindu ocultare into
the background. The emergence of a
more and more pure Javanese element began
under this dynasty . whioh - conquered-.
several parts of the archipelago, The suc-
ceeding Javanese kingdom of Majapahit.
roughly comprehended all the recent Dutch
possessions in the Kast Indies. .= Bpecific
trade relations continue to be maintained
with India, and particularly with Bengal

*and Karpataka from - which monks and

distinguished Brahmans came - to Java,
Jambudvipa (India) and Java maintained
intimate relations : and laudatory poems in
honour of the Javaneie King of Majapahit
were written by the monk Budhaditya of
Kanchi, and also by one Mutali Sahridays,
who was most likely a Tamilian Brahman,
(Cirea 1350 A, D.) . :

There are three old Javanese prose texts
dealing with political, theory and pablic
administration, = These are:—(1) Rajanits
of Bhagawan Kamandaka; (2) Indraloka
snd (3) MNitipriya. ° The administrative
system was characterised by village auto-
nomy. Among the ministers may be noted
the mantris, the Senapals and the Senapats
Sarvajala who was the admiral of the seas, -

. The Dharmadhikaranas were . judicial

officers . and the Dharmadhyakshas were
superintendents’ of Saivite and Buddhist
institutions.. o
: I :
Islam began to spread in Northern Sama-
tra, mainly through Indian colonists and
" traders from Gujacat, In the 16%h century,

Malacca had become the leading Mushm

'state; and in she  16th. century Achin
became the chief -centre of .trade and
Islam, e S

&

"> From the ' Chinese traveller, Mahuan
(1416 A, D,) we learn that Muhammadan
traders formed an . imporiaat. colony in
‘Java. Within little more than a century,
~the. last- westige: of: Hindu- rula- in Java
" disappeared,, with the.overthrow of Maja-
pahit and Sunda, =~ = |

... Baut in Bali, Hindu_culture and religion
- survived, probably because Bali - derived its
ccultare directly from India and not in-
- directly through Java.. The Hinda colony
of Bali developed independentty of, and side
..by side with, that of Java and other parts of
the arohipelago. With the gradual pro-
gress of Islam inJava, there was a strong
vinflux of Javanese Hindus into Bali, which
became the last stronghold of Indo-Javae
nese oulture and civilisation, and even .the’

-«.Dutch found it very hard to curb  the inde-

dendent spirit of the Balinese, = - o

.. Even today among the. Balinese of Bali
and Lombok, the four varnas of Mann
prevail, and intermarriages are. allowed
. between them, but only as between a man of
' higher caste and a woman of a lower caste,
. Sats still prevails, Women choose their
.own husbands freely. The Mahabharata
-has been wvery popular in old Javanese
literature, as also works like the Brah-
manda Purana and the Agasiya Parva.
.-The folk tales and the fables are based on
.~ Hitopadesa and the Panchatantra,

" In Indopesia, ltnga worship and the cults
. of :Ganesa and Kartikeya were popular.
' The images of Brahma and Trimurti are
::also found. The image of Agastye was
extremely veneratsd as reflected in the ins-
.-cnptions, - Mahayana Buddhism was very
~popular: in::. Java,and the .Javanese Bud-
dlist iconography consisted .entirely. of
Mahayanis$ gods. Buddha and Biva wera
closely. .associated in -Javanese: religion,
and in modern Bali the Buddba. is regarded
as the younger brothsr of Siva. A similar .
.Siva-Buddha cult existed in Java, Farther -
-Biva,’Vishnu and' ‘the ‘Buddba were all
-regarded as identical, and so .also were their

" - saktys,
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. The Balinm belleve in the unbounded
influence of devatas and bhutas; and the
most, important of their domestic rites is

the worship of 8iva as Surya (Suryasevana),

They also perform domestic religious cere.

- monies of the type described in the Gnhya

Sutras like the samskaras of a man's life,
There is the :Saraswathi.worship for the’

consearation of books and manuscripts; and .

smong the cfferings are ghee, honey, tila
and Xusa grass. . Among the names of the

. rivers in Bali are Gangs, 8indhu;, Yamuaa,

Kaveri, Sarayu and Narmada. The priests
sre usually Brahmans learned in Banskrit
and %avi, The priest also serves as teacher,
lstrologer and astronomer.

The chaml:a or temples of Java follow a
general plan and consist of three parts—a
high and decorated basement, then the
square body of the temple with a vestibule

. in front and projections on all sides, and the

roof in the shape of a gradually diminish-

."ing series of sloreys, each repeating on a

minor scale the general plan of the temple
itself. Sometimes the upper stages of the

‘roof are octagonal, inssead of rectangular,
in . order to relieve the monotony of con~
tonx. Columns and pillars  are wholly .

absent in these structures and the arches
are all constzucted on the horizontal beam
~ Radiating arches are not to be

surrounded by. several smaller shrines, and
this grouping of shrines gives a general
appearance of colossal dimensions to them.
In Central Java, the main temples date
back to the period, 8th so 11th centuries

A, D, and comprehend both Brahmanical :
and Buddhist shrines, The oldest of these

are those on the Diengh Plateau, several be-

" ing built in honour of the heroes and heroines
 of the Mahabharata and marked by clear

outline and well conceived decoration and

. sculpture, ‘Buddhist shrines cluster in the
* Prambanam valley. The construction of

the lofty shrine of Barabudur may be
ascribed to the period- 750-850 A.D.; and -
its massive grandeur is due toits n/me

tare is of fairly high standard,

. The temples were nmally built in groups,
' with one or more big temples in the centre

terraces, the topmost of which is surmoqpted
by a bellshaped stupa, .

The temples in Hastern Java are

“decidedly inferior in plan as  well as in

execution. Many of them have huge base-
ments and pyramidal roofs. While the
images ‘of the gods are always in the con-
servative style, those of men are compara-
tively degraded; but the decorative sculp- '
On the
whole, in Eastern Java, the Indonesian
spicit proper was less dominated - by Iandian -
oulture than in Central Java and in course
of time fully asserted itself, :

* Ancient Hindus applied the name Suvgr- -
padvipa or Island of Gold, to denote parti-
oularly the Malay Pemnsnla and the islands, .
snd the name Suvarnabhumi to all the’
country comprehending both Indo.China:
and the Archipelago. They believed, as also - .
the Arabs after them, that this region pro- -
duced large quantities of gold and was rich -
in precious commodities. The missionary
zeal of the - ancient Brahmans and Bud-
dhists, the spirit of adveature of princes
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and chiefs; the commercial ventures of the magszeeszgaszeepzeeEEMZ

merchants. and the boldness of the mari-
ners, combined with the lure of the spices
to build up the motive forces of Indian colo-
"nisation, . The Indian settlers married the
native women ; and the fusion between the
Indian settlers and the Hinduised local
‘people was efficient and complete, In most
cases, the -latter assumed Hiada names,
used Sanskrit or Pali and adopted Hindu
religion, manners and customs, while the

Indian settlers were completely absocbed in -

- the local communities, \

. -The Indian colonial kingdoms in Indone-
sia were strengthened from time to time by

fresh streams of ‘immigrants from India.
Indian migrations to the archipelago aod

Indo-China are reflected in maay storids
‘in the Buddhist Jatakas and in the Brihat-
katha. Most of the emigrants from India
proceaded’ from the port- of Tamralipti
(Tamluk) near the months of the Granges,
Gopalpur  in Kalinga. ports near Masuli-

patam, and Broach on the west coast at the -

month of the Narmada,

It may -be rémarke& that all artin

~ Indonesia has been the handmaid. of - feli-‘

gion; and all the. artistic. work so far dis-
covered bas been only religions structures,
and religion has been the sole aim and
inspiration of arts from beginning to end.
The temples are in ruins mostly, except in
Java where they are in a fair state of pre-
servation. ‘Indo-Javanese art and Indo-
Javanese literature form the greatest and

‘most durable memorial of Indian culture

- and' civilisation over the entire  area of

Buvarpabbumi., The best forms of that
art can be seen both in scalpture and in
architecture and are furnished by the
decorations of the temples and the images
enshrined within them. ’
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 vHE MESSAGE OF SRI AUROBINDO*

By Siz 8. R. Rangsnatnax, M.A, LT, D, Litt., President,
Indian Library Associatitm, Professor of Library Seience, University of Delhi. -

" Yatra yogeswarah krishno yatra
. partho dhanurdharaha

MTatra shrir vijayo bbuthir dhruva
pilir matir mama

Shri Tata has put me in-a deep debt of
*gratitude by giving me this opportunity to
participate in_ the celebration of this day
which is eventful in the history of India
-and the world at large. August 15 is a day
of double value.

first, it is the day on which India
resumed its political freedom. It is the

day on which India wcke up finally from *

cepturies of sleep, stupor and cultural
exbaustion. August 15 marks the culmina-

tion of the life work of one of the greatest

seuls of our day — one who acted under

the dictates of the 'inner voice’s one who-
was free from the corrupting passions of -

fear, anger and hatred, one who was
spreading shanti, peace wherever he went.
Mahatma Gandhi, the Father of the

-Indian Nation, was to all appearance mix- "

" ing himself in the turmoils of the world—
in the temporal, political turmoils in parti-
cular, In reality, however, he was a tapasv:

. — without attachment of the kind we have

to mundane matters, but still in it and work-

ing for it with far greater effect than those -
who are attached, We remember his soul
today in all reverenoe and.we pray - to God -

‘that the .freedom to which the Mahatma
restored us may be used by us, our sons and
the succeeding generations- to -make us
better fed, clothed and sheltered, to make
us happy, to make us men of knowledge,

~ wnll and action, to maka us attain joy, and

§

! radiate amidst all bumanity,

80 to-energise the goul in us that it may -

peace and
bliss, shanti and.ananda, .

" called & rishi.
" birthday of 'a contemporary

- appeared

Secondly, August 15 is theday which

- marks the embodiment of another great

soul, & matare soul, a soul in transition
from the status of jévatma to at-one-ment
with the paramatma — a
towards which all souls strive through a
snccession of embodiments, A soul in the

transition -

last of its series of embodiments is an illa- .-

mined soul. It is a self-centre of light.

It radiates.
Today we
rishi, Sri
Like ancient - rishi

Aurobindo. our.

Agastya,- Sri Aurobindo has chosen Dak- - -

shina Bharat, the Scuth of India, as his
abode, His influence on humanity is subtle
but poteat. It is reaching round the world.
It has reached the very antipodes of the

spot on earth, where he had been living :
The :

exXcellent series of the American editions of

a secluded life for about thirty years,

his works being brought out by the Sri

-Aurobindo Library, will enable the people

of the United States to draw as much light
and understanding and to purge their pas-
sions as much as we in-India can.

' We do not yet know the laws governing
the development of illumined souls. We
do not know them because- humanity has

‘had only a few such soals, even if we take .
into accouat the entire past and the present. -
_We have-not ‘yet - had endugh- data for’

the discovery of the laws of their distribu-
tion in space and time. Nor can we say
what conditions are most favourable for
their . advent. Illumined souls have
in all lands and at all times.
Tney have been born in all -kinds of
families:: They had begun to radiate in
different stages in life, :
king. . He got illumination after he became

% [The universally regrested passing away of Sri Aurobindo on 5;b December 1ends a poigaans interest

to this speech dalivered as the New India House, 3 East 64 Street,
the third Anoiversary of Iandisn Independence, on Augast 15 last, under the spuspiced

Aurobindo and ,
© pf §tl'Aurobindo Library, New York,]

New York, on she 78ih birthday of St}

In that embodiment, it is .
celebrate the -

Buddbha was a -
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u father, . Josus was born in the cottage of
a carpenter. He began to radiate after
living in a seclusion for a period® of years
-'about which nothing is known at present.
'Gnana Sambandar was but a child of three
years playing in the streets ot Sirkali in the
District of Tanjore, 'when he had his first
vision which enabled him to irradiate
~ Boutb India till his disembodiment in his
sixteenth year., The great Sankara got
self-realisation when he was still a boy of
six, in the tutelage of his poor widowed
mother. Within
+ Ramakrishna, whose radiation has already

* established itself in this country, was born.

in a poor family and was already illumined
when he reached his teens. Sayi Baba of

Shirdhi was with us till the end of the first .

World War, Nothing has been known of
his parentage or early years. Swayam
Prakasaswami of Sendamangalam was &

. 1ad 18 years old, employed as a clerk in the'

_'Burvey Office at Madras aboul sixty years
ago, when he wrote his resigpation and
disappeared into the Bimalayas, We koow
- in what state of illamjnation he came back
- twenty years later, The story of 8ri
Ramanamaharishi, who had been in a
state of monistic bliss from his twellth

year till his disembodiment last April, is .

well-known and widely written -upon., 8ri

Ananda Mayi is even today a source of
One should spend a few .
hours in her presence to realise what

benign influence.

. spiritnal bliss is. I have had the privilege of
taking several American frieuds to her
presence in Benares.

- disciple.
When I was in her presence one day, some-

living memory, 8ri

_were two such children.

_ She was qu of a.

v
T
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poor unknown fmmly She went to wadaed
life before she gat her illumination. It i8
said shat her hosband became her first
She says that she is illiterate-

body brought a book. She said pointing
to me, " Give the book to him whoisa
librarian,
written knowledge. I
woman. It has no use for me.

am an illiterate

these words, Sri Narayana Menon of
Travancore had to make his living by
entering the Police Department. Men
from many ocountries ot the world go to
him for enlightenment.

8ri Aunrobindo’s lile
demonstration of the baffling nature of the
birth, blossoming and fulfilment of illus
mined souls, He was born of a rich family,
He was born at

influence was at its height in India, It was

shaking the very foundations of Indiam .-

culture. Several families
faith in their heritage.

wers Josing

lisp in their mother-tongue.  English
governesses were employed, Ambitions
parents would even send away their childs
ren to Eogland to learn the alphabat.

Manmohan Ghose and Aurobindo Ghose
‘In 1924, I hap-
pened to sail 4o England in the same boat

with the daughter of the former., -In that -
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It is he who accumulates all .

What -
gentle langhter pealed forth from her lips!
She threw the wholé andience of about a-
hundred people into -a fit of langhter with-

is still another -

time when British '

-violence of a high order.

They were even |
denying their children the opportanity to
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branch of the Ghose family, this tradition
had been kept up. Lalita Ghose was just
beginning to learn sud use her mother.
tongue.

n knowledge of the heritage of lndia, I

» beheve that Sri Aurobindo had littls chance

in"his boybood for initiation into the wis-
dom treasured in the Vedas and the epics
of India. He was helped to become an
adept in Latin and Greek, The two
brothers became votaries of the English
Muse, To all appearance, then, in his
early formative years, Sri Aurobindo’s soul
‘had to incubate in an occult vacuum in a far-
off land. When he returned home in the
prime of his life, he found India in the
grip of political passion. India was just
beginuing to wake up after a long sleep.
The passion for political independence was
just taking shape. But it was repressed
with apn iron hand. The conflict generated
Aurobindo Ghose
was caught up in the thick of the fight,

A miracle cccured. Aurobindo Ghose

was released from prison. 8ri Krishna

appeared in his vision, Sri Aurobindo
emerged. as an illumined soul. Ho re-
lived- in a moment the life of the Vedic
seers. He saw the entire cosmos set in
eternity in ‘perfect perspective. He
saw the entire universe in himselt and him~
self in the entire universe, Since then he

" -has been translating into words as much

as is translatable, of ‘that transcendental
experience, I$% was Goethe who said that a
divine langaage 1s needed to express divine
experience. Copoversely, when

acquires an ubpmistakeable ring, If youn
wish to know what it is, read Aurobindo’s
Uttapara lectures—his first utterance after

" his illumination. If you wish to know

what prose poetry is, what eoconomy of

y composition should be, read his Mother,

If you wish to have a first hand account of
the relation between the jivatma and the
paramatma—the human soul and. - the
divine soul—read his Life divine. If yon
wish to know the fechmique of attaining
attunement with cosmos and eternity, read

LVI—12—4

It was from her that I learnt how .
.effectively they have been kept away from

. divine .
experience 1s expressed to all, its language

his books on Yogd.. It you wish to know
the true import and message of the Vedas,
‘wait for his commentary on the Hig Veda,

In this conneotnon, let me narrate to you
an anecdote about Ramana Maharishi,
One night I was sitting with Mahamaha-
podhyaya Professor Kuppuswami - Sastriar
in the Presidency College, Madras. A

_ middle-aged scholar stepped in and spread -

on our table two quarto note-books. One
was . in Tamil and the other in Sanskrit.
He said that he was a dlsclple of the Maha-
rishi. He had taken down in Boswellian
fashion the words of the Maharishi in Tamil.
In the second note-book, he had written a
Sanskrit translation of theése words. He
wanted Professor Sastriar to examine
whether the translation was correct and to
set it right wherever necessary. Sastriar
compared some of the pages of thetwo
note-books, He stood up silently, pulled -
out a volume of the Upanishads, read out
some of its passages and said : * This is the
correct San=knt rendering of these Tamil
passages,” The midadle-aged scholar became
indignant and retorted, * Sir, you are irre-
verent, My Rishiis not a plaglaust. He
has not copicd the Upanishads. He- had
never -read them; In fact, he does not
koow Sanskrit. Your imputation, that he
has translated the Upanishads, is. entirely
baseless.””  Sastriar explained, “I never
suggested it, I know our tradition. When
your Rishi has chosen to express these
eternal experionces in Lamil, why do you
want to translate into Sauskut ? He still
replied in femper: * The woras of the Rish¢
should be clothed in Banskrit whichisa
divine language.” Sastriar pleaded with
him, " My dear man, you are . not crediting
your Rish: with the wisdom he possesses.
Apy lanuguage becomes divine if it can be
made the wvehicle for divioe experience-—
eternal teuth. One who has that experience
knows which tongue will be most effective
at a given tume and place, The exverieuce
got by self 1llumivation by Ramaoa Mana-
rishi i8 exactly the same as that ot the
Vedic seers. la that distant time, Sanskrit
was the language in India and they expres-
sed their experience im SBanskrit, Tamil
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18 the language of the people here and now.
Ramana Mabharishi has therefore expressed
in Tamil the self-same transcendental expe.

- rience which he had discovered by himself."”

This anecdote is equally applicable o Bri
Aurobindo. It acts as a pointer to the
supreme value of Sri Aurobindo’s commen-
tary on the Vedas.

The intuitive bibliographical knowledge
of realised sonls and the way in which they
bring together all ordinary people to serve
in their cause is illustrated by the following
experience of mine. It was an afternoon
in 1939 or so. A messenger came from
8ri Aurobindo’s Ashram and said, " The
Master wants urgently the exact reference
to tha verse, Brahma satyam jagan mithya—
in Sankara's works.”” “Sankara's works are
ia Sanskrit, They are in several volumes;
but they have no index, still less a concor-
dance, I am’sure you can sympathise with
me, a librarian, in sach a situation, Here

'is a request and an opportanity to be of

service to the greatest centre of spiritual
force in the world. But the taals with
which librarians usually serve are not there.
I brought all the volumes of Sankara’s
works to my table and began to pore

‘through the verses word by word—surely a

mad task, When I was douabled up over
the volumes, I heard the genial voice of an
old friend of mine saying, ‘* Why are you
specialising in Banskrit?" I looked up,

and he was my dear old friend SBundara-

chariar who is a walking oconcordance for
1 explained
my predicament to him, He picked out
the ocorrect reference in two minutes, I
koow the cynic will ask, * If 8ri Aurobinio

‘had the power to bring Sundaracnariar to

you at the right tims, why should he not
bave exercised this power to pick out the

reference by himself ?" I can oaly answer

the cynic by another aneudote, :

One evening in 1938 or so, Dr. Narasims
bam, the best ko,wn orthopedist of
Madras, came t0 me with gubmerged
exoitement and said, ** Oar Prime Minister
Rajigopalachariar has ordered me to rush
to Poudigherry, 8r Aurcbindo has broken

‘his legs I am golog to set his bones rigat,

* touching Sri
‘will be the only person to whom he would

i\
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‘I came to tell you since you are deeply

devoted to him.” I wished him well and -
said: “You are the most fortunate man on
earth. You will have the privilege of
Aurobindo. Probably, you

have spoken evar since he went into soli-
tude,” Dr. Narasimham cama back the
next morning aad narrated to me as
follows: * I was taken into the presence.
It was a serious fracture. His age was
against him. Betting the bones would

‘cause unbearable pain. I therefore wanted

to administer chloroform, He prevented
me by gestares, I pleaded that the pain
might prove fatal, if chloroform was not
administered. He smiled and waved his
haads against it. The mother who under-

_stood him, asked me to proceed with the

oparation without any chloroform, After
a good deal of persuasion, I proceeded to set
the bone without administering chloroform.-
There was no siga of pain in his face, It
was all smiles. I then uanderstood the

. words of the Gita, the'power of our rishis
-and the potency of the spiri{ in man. I

touched him no doubt, but he never spoke’
to me” Here again the cynic may ask,
®If a rishi could escape paim, why should
he not use his own power to-set his frace
ture right withont calling a doctor?" I
would ask him to read My brother's face of
Mukerjee. :

It is significant that realised souls like
Sri Anrobindo are now making themselves
vigible and available for advice in the
wocld today. It is also significant that
there are a few men soattered here aund
there in all parts of the world, persons who
do not deny their potency but are eager to
know of their -existence, I recall with
pleasnre that the United States, which is
now leading the world in material affluence,
counts -among i¥s citigens some persons
who have faith in thiogs transsintelleatualy
in power trans-material aud in souls transe
human, For, when the recent University
Qommission of India held. its first enquiry
meeting at the University of Delhi, we
‘began -to .discuss what -we should dota
restore what was distinetive in Iodiag
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cnitore, isuggested that was something

which could not be taught through
formal lessons. conditioned by a car-
riculum and backed by text-books. I

said that culture wasa way of life, was

something subtle which could not be
transformed into books and even into
words, It is a radiation that must be
made to pervade the university and allow
itself to be absorbed by slow degrees. The
great Sapkara described this in bis famous
verse beginning with " Satsaogatve nis-
sangatvam,” It is by association with souls
in true vibration that the detachment

which culture connotes can be imbibad. T,

urged that one of the ways in which the
universities of India should Indianise
themselves was to implore realised souls

of the kind we have . been talking about"
today to come and reside in the umversi- -

ties. Surely, they will not teach Mathe-
matics, Biology, Economics, or Liaw. They
will radiate, and their influence
keep us in the right track. It will help
the personality of each one of ns—our
body, mind, as well as soul—to blossom to

-its fullpess, in' its own way and its own

speed At the end of the meeting, a dis-
tinguished citizea of the United States who

.was a member of the Uaiversities Com-

mission, came to me and a-ked with great
interest, ¥ Can we find such souls in suffi-
cient number to give one to each univer-
sity ' This . American . member of the
Commission has already done much to
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establish a new scale of wvalues in this
couatry, His interest in the .matter is a
wholesoms index. The presence of souls
hke Sri Aurobindo in our midst is a great
asset to the world. It is their presence
that will keep humanity in the right track,

That is what is implied in the verse of
the Gita, which I recited in the beginning.
It says that the world which is prone to
instability, which falls into a mess again
and again, needs to be set right from tume
to time. Order has to be restored. The
plenitude of nature should be equally dis-
tributed among humanity, The pas-
sions should be conquered. The spirit of
service should be made to radiate, Ocea-
siooally, this may require the apparsnt °
employment of force. Arjuna with- bow
in hand is the symbol of our being pre.
pared for the suppression of wrong and
evil. The bent bow should always be
there, but not to release the arrow under
the impulse of passion,

The Gita says that these -implemeats of -
force should be under the direction and
control of Yogeswara—one who isin per-
fect rhythmic rapport not merely with a.
siagle group of people, not merely with a
single npation, not evea witn merely an
entente of select nations, but with the uai-
verse a3 & whole. When Viswamitra
initiates Rams in the use of deadly wea-

.pons, he also teaches him that their wuse

should never be invoked except when crisis

other details, ‘
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of a certain order develops. In the next
few days, he himself demonstrates to Rama
an occasion when hs could wuse those
weapons, When Thataka the demon
sppears, Rama does not turn ~his armament
agaiost her- until- Viswamitra says,
“Epough with your patience towards this
-wicked woman. Tarn your bow against
ber.” Later, in the final engagement
between Rama and Ravana, the hero and
the anpti-hero, the right and the wrong,
Rama hesitates and abstains from releasing
_the deadliest weapons in his possession,
until the Bage Agastya appears before him
and says,

Asmin kshane mahabaho ravanam tvam
hanishyati

“Now is the moment to use your great
arm to do away with Ravana, the embodi-
ment of self centred wickedness,” When

PHE EDUCATIONAL REVIEW

‘India to the world, .

)

Rama starts his migration in the forest
armed with bow snd sword, Sita tells him
of the dangers of amassing armaments, the
temptations which they ' induce and the
wrong-doing to which they may . lead. *1I
do not teach you; my lord,” she says. *I am
only temmding you of what Viswamitra
taught you Armament is  pecessary,
Arjuna’s drawn bow is necessary. But
Krishna, the Lord. of cosmic unity, should
bae its regulator. We should not use these
ieplements except when sanctioned by a
sage of supreme wisdom. We are happy
today to have in our midst sages like Bri

Aurocbindo, 1t is too esrly for us to torget -

the life and message of Mahatma Gandhi,
Though still inferior and undeveloped 1n.its
material resources, this is the message of
India does not instract
the world, She merely reminds us of the last
verse in the Gita,
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EDITORIAL

WE have had occasion to refer in these

columns to the effective and extensive
use made of radio to sub-
serve the needs of education
in the American continent.
News is now to hand that
the University of Mlchngan is starting a
major experiment in adult edncation by
television. Alteady fortyfive colleges
and Universities, twentyone elementary
and secondary school systems and five
medical schools in the United BStates are
preparing  educational  television pro-
grammes. But what the University of
Michigan proposes is a regular academio
course whijch television will bring to the
homes of thousands of people. Students
will be able to participate in the course
without leaving their homes, .

Televisiqn in
Education.

“Through a television station in Detroit”, -
we are told,

"a one-hour class will be
conducted each week by members of the
University faculty. To supplement the
telecasts, students will receive study out-
lines and builetins, A studeat who wants a
scertificate of recognition’ upon successtul
completion of the work, will pay & small
fee for the course, and must pass written
examinations,”

Every one hour period is to be divided
into three equal parts. “The first twenty
minutes will be devoted to lectures on sach
subjects as history, fine arts, musio aad the
fundamentals of the natural sciences. These
will be illustrated by charts, drawings,
maps and laboratory demonstrations. ‘I'ne
second period, whica will be less formal,
will siress ‘how-to.do’ techmques. 8ub1ects
will inclnde ‘How to buy a house’ and ‘How
to be happy in the later years’. During
the last period, the studeats will be ‘taken
into’ the University’s researca laboraturies
aod worksoops and into, the rare book
vaults that now are open only to a relati-
vely few scholars. ‘Telecasts will also
report oo the work bemng done by the
Umversntyssclenuﬁo expedltlons in- such

places as Greenland and Central America,”

Radio and television offer immense possi-
bilities of broadcasting culture, for realising
Matthew Arnold’s dream of making every-
one know the best - that has been thought
and written about in the world, India
not having made a start yet with television,
our interest in this great experiment in
adult education is bound to remain purely
academioc for some time to come, Batin
the meanwhile, we msy do a great deal
more with our network of radio stations s
and when we do start on television, we
shall have the benefit of American expen-
ence to guide us,

The Progress of Education reports a case
of some interest to teacaers in general, It .
came up for hearing in the

The Right Counrt of Small Causes ab .
to dismiss DBombay and was decided
teachers. on the 18th of October last.

‘L he suit was by a teacher
who bad been summarily dismissed on 21st
December '48 on grounds of ‘rank insubor.
dination and gross misconduct’, against the
school management. He claimed compen-

- sation for wrongful dismissal. The main ques-

-tion canvassed. ia the  suit seems to have been

the right of a management to dispense with
the services of a teacher on grounds of mis-
condacts It was held that in this case a
proper tribunal had not been constituted to
go into the charges against the teacher, that
he had not beea furmished with any parti.
culars whatever of the charges against him
and that no opportunity had been given to
him to defend bimself, ln the eircumstances,
the judge decided that the plantiff nad been
weropgfally dismiseed. He was awarded
compensation equal to *ix months’ salary,

Another question of some interest consi-

dered during the case was the claim made

by the teacher to the schoul’s contribusion
to his Provident Fund account, He had
entered the service of the school ia Jauly,
1940, and been confirmed in August 1944,
He would be entitied to the management’s
contribytion if he continued in service of
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the sohool for five years after confirmation,
- It was his contention that he had - been

prevented from continuing till August 1949

(when be would have completed 5 years of
service) by his wrongful dismissal and that
therefore he should be paid also the school’s
contribution, This claim was negatived.

" This case once again underlines’ the
necessity for taking effective steps to ensnre
. security of tenure for teachers, :

The 20th South Indisn Education Week,

recently celebrated had for its central thems
“Children — Qur National

The South  Wealth.” Dr. Alagappa

. Indian Chettiar, as President of
~ Education  the Provincial 'Educational
Week, Conference, welcomed His

Kxzcellency the Governor
and others whe inaugurated the celebrations
at & formal meeting. In a brief but illu-
minating speech he listed the needs of the

*

THE EDUOATIO‘?AL REVIEW

eduoationsl week of thls oonntry. I$ meant
ten nights of education festivity, Much

useful discussion ensaed on the place of the .

child and responsibilities of educators,
However, it became clear that there was
still a great deal of locse thinking over the
functions of the school. There is a tendency
in many quarters to make the school a sub-
stitute for the home and the community.

 This is not merely alien to Indian tradition

and sentiment: it will also allow too much
power to the Siate to regiment our life
and activities. The need for clearly demar-
cating the role of the school and for assign-
ing their due positions to the family andthe
community is very real and pressing. We
are still suffering from the hang-over of the
foreign system of education which effected
a sharp divorce between the school and the
home, Many leaders and administrators
seem to be under the unconscious feeling
that home influences are reactionary and
that our childrencan be e ffectively
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