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" PRE-SCHOOL CHILDREN’S ACTIVITIES

Nursery Section--Lady Willingdon Training College.

'I‘he Nui‘sery Sbhool ‘MBvement in
South\ India bégan in 1935 when
Mrs: unglas Boulton, whose husband
was in’ jhe IC.S., called. together a
group of women 1o congider the possi-
bility of apening a Nursery School in
‘Madrasgin the hope that this would lead
10. the estabhshment of a number of
mu:sery schools in the ¢ity'and through-
ot the province. n July 15, 1935 the
first nursery school was opened in
Ritherdon Road, Vepery, and since 1936
a training school for nursery school
teachers, has heen’ run in connection
with that school. At first this was only
open:to graduates and to students eligi~
ble for secondary training, but in 1943
an elementary course for nursery school
feachers in village schools was started.

. These courses are recognised by Gov-

emment ;ahnd stipends are given to
students in trammg It is hoped that
apon. more students will take these

“ eeurses fox' ‘nursery school teachers. -

The Nursery School Project, of whxeh
He; Highness. the. Mabarani of Bhava-
nagar. is; President, - is -now the central

-nrgamzahon of the. movément and it is

in. tolich . with-~ all . recognised. nursery

‘ schmlsm South India. These are still
'fewin number, but varied. in natire,

et et

management and locauen. Differences
of management are indicatéd by the fact
J3hat one is attachéd to Lady Willingdon
,thrammg College, several are managed

. by the Carporation.of Madras, some are

A, by fhe Buckingham and. Carnatm

r«”un
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NURSERY -SCHOOLS IN MADRAS e
K N.BROCKWAY. -

Muls and a nutmber g are conheeted thh
aided schools for girls. A few nursery
sehools are attended by children from
well-to-do homes and are miuch appre-
ciated, but the majority of nursery
school children come from very poor
homes. Rich and poor benefit by the
opportunities provided for regular play
and rest, and by the training given in
cleanliness, health habits and self-disci-
pline. Such training is often not given
in our primary schools, and, in any case;
by five years of age wrong habits are
often estdblished. In villages nursery
schools are specially. useful as they free
older children to attend school and pre-
vent avercrowding in the infants’ elass.
But the greatest value of a good nur-
sery school.is the fact that, through it,
contact is established with the homes
of the children, and mothers learn how
to train their children to be healthy,
happy and unselfish citizens. This is
one of the best and surest means of
Adult Educatxon now being tried out -

It should be noted that there is mueh
.common between these nufsery
schaols and. the. delightful  Garden
School in Mylapore managed by Dr, and
Mrs. -Sarma. _The difference beiween
nirsery schools and Montéssori schools
is . greater, 'but -all- schools Tor. litfle
children .owe much .t0 the vision of
Dr. Montessori, Who bas spent. her life

in the service of children whom she’ ce& "t

our H ﬁwgotten citizens.’

am Py e ed




WILLINGLY TO SCHOOL*

3. TEACHING

S. NATARAJAN.

The whining school boy has been
immeortalised by Shakespeare. Through-
out the centuries all educational re-
forms have sought ways of making
children go to school willingly. That
even Dprogressive countries have laws
enforeing compulsory attendance is
indicative of a certain amount of
unwillingness on the part of some child-
ren to go to school. In spite of the
many amenities provided and in spite
of improved educational facilities and
technique we have cases—certainly not
a few in number—of children play-
ing truants or staying in school with-
out any interest or without partici-
pating in the activities of the school.

In ancient India where the Guru-
kula System was in vogue there never
was known a person going into the
Gurukula or Ashramam in any unwill-
ing manner. On the contrary ad-
mission into sucn an institution was
made a festive occasion. When the
student had completed his education,
it was the leave-iaking that was un-
willing.

The Gurukulas or Ashrams were
generally lodged in quiet rural areas
far away from bustle and din. They
“were usually modest looking cottages
set in beautiful natural surroundings.
There the pupils would spend iheir
days in communion with nature, under
the fostering care and love of their
teachers who were men of exalted cha-
racter. The very environment and the
atmosphere of such places of learning
inspired nobility, peace and purity. To
the whole pupils seif-control, the power
to think and concentrate and chastening
of the emotions camme naturally. They
did not feel they were in a different
place far away from home. They never

hecame home-sick. They experienced
in the Gurukula the same filial care and
love which they had at home. Further-
more the students stayed on till the
Guru was satisfied that their education
was completed. There was then a con-
sistency in aim, throughout the school
course. The studentis shared in all the
activities of the Ashramam. The im-
sortance of self activity as an effective
instrument of education was fully kept
in mind. These institutions were not
places, where mere knowledge was
doled out, but there the students were
enabled to think and learn by their own
experience. They were enabled to
work with the group and the schools
might well be described as a community
where the members by their experien-
ces were trained to life. There was too
an element of stability and security.
No wonder, then the students went
into these Gurukulams and stayed there
willingly and joyously and were even
averse to leave the loving and protect-~

ive influence of the great teacher.

But today, our schools are all Day-
schools, except for a few Boarding
Schoeols, working for 4 to 5 hours a day
and for about 180 to 200 days in a year.
There is far too much division in our
educational set up and the boy passing
Jirough these, feels the difference in
aim at each of these stages. There is
no consistency in aim. Till recently we
cannot say we had any specific aim of
education apart from giving our pupils
a few tools of knowledge. Our schools
seem to be little islands connected with
the mainland of life by a draw-bridge
let down in the morning and raised in
the evening. The work in the school
is mostly according to a pattern, worked

out in some office without any relation

* A Radio Talk on 31-3-1949. By Courtesy of All-India Radio, Madras.
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io the immediate needs of the children
i the school. A certain amount of
regimentation in the ordering of aiten-
tion of the pupils to the ringing of bells,
in the arrangement of the time-table,
in the succession of subjects and activi-
ties more to suit the exigencies of order-
ed administration than the needs and
interests of pupils are characteristics of
our school system and it is no wonder
if some of our pupils find other inforests
more gripping and strong.

But these cannot be remedied n the
immediate future, for our education
problem is vast, bewilderingly vast. We
have not touched even 405; of the
children of school-going age. Hence a
great responsibility rests on our tcach-
ers. They have to make the teaching
service so efficient as to make the
schools attract and retain the pupils as
long as it may be necessary. The tea-
chers have to adopt new methods and
new ways to fulfil these objectives,
taking due note of the needs of the
changing times. It will be good if tea-
chers realise that theirs is to train the
nupil to an effective citizenship in Free
Democratic India, developing his abili-
ties so as to make him efficient in his
future occupation and instilling him
with high moral values.

Teaching then will mean something
more than filling the pupil’s mind with
some store of knowledge. It is not
transferring something from the teach-
er's mind or note-book to the pupil’s
mina. Teaching, in order to be of
meaning to pupils, must aim at making
pupils think. Its aim should be to help
the learner to learn. It is a process
which should evoke a very active res-
ponse in the pupils.

1t is wrong to think that the teacher,
like a potter, can mould the child’s mind
to any pattern he likes. The child's
mind is not a lump of clay. It is a
living dynamic and growing organism.
It is a spiritual entity, rcacting to its
environment and deriving satisfaction
in such reactions. Teaching is thus a
spiritual process and as Carlyle put it
‘Mind grows by mysterious contact
with mind—thought kindles at the fire
of thought’. The teacher is more like

~

a gardener creating the soil conditions
and the environmenti necessary for the
growth of the plant and by careful
tending helping the plant to grow to
its full status. He does not supply the
growth. The growth is inherent in‘the
plant—so too with the teacher and the
child he educates. Teaching should aim
at creating the environment wherein
the growing minds might develop
through their own activitieg, of course
aided and guided by the teacher.

This conception of teaching calls forth
a new technique in the teacher. He has
to plan a variety of experiences so that
children may learn in terms of their
own needs and of their own abilities.
The method of a group of children being
treated as a unit—a group fairly large
and in most of our schools it i3 nearly
50, learning the same thing at the same
time in the same manner, cannot but
produce children not willing to stay in
school. Individualised attention is
needed and teaching has to devise ways
and means of securing those opportu-
nities so that cach child may feel the
joy arising from attention, love and
the sense of achicvement.

Another great need of teaching today
is to ensure to the children the ability
to get along with others. This getting
well with the group is a fundamental
need for the success of democracy.
Teaching has to help children not only
to grow as individuals but to pay atten-
tion to their attitudes to themselves and
to society. Training the child’s beha-
viours in a group is of paramount im-

. portance, for the child that is not ac-

cepted by its group is very likely to
be the potential law breaker. 1t is such
a child that often skulks away from
school.

The emphasis on these aspects of edu-
cation demands of the teacher great
competence in many fields. It demauds
competence in scholarship. It demands
an adequate knowledge and under-
standing of the child’s mind and its
development. The teacher must have
the competence {o acquire facts, to draw
valid conclusions from these faets and
to formulate suitable plans of action in
the light of evidence. It requires a per-
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fect knowledge of the chunging needs
of Socicty., It will thus be scen that
teaching is not a mere direction of
learning. It is certainly not the per-
formance of such routine duties as ex-
plaining, assigning and evaluating. It
seeks to stimulaie the power and capa-
cities that will he productive of great
achievemont.

Good teaching can be had if it is
backed by mocd personality. It is the
teacher . with a personality based on
high moral character, backed by confi-
dence in his own ahility and an abund-
ant faith in the goodness of the child
that can truly inspire and inspiration
is the highest attribute of a teacher.

It is therefore necessary that those
entrusied with the job are shown the
consideration and respect their high
calling deserves. It is a matter for deep
regret that conditions in this regard are
so bad that a Provincial Government
in the north bhad felt the necessity of
circularising its officials {o show * Cour-
tesy’ to the teocher and {o invite head-
masters to gocinl functions,

I 1 cqually impovtant thatl the f(ea-
cher should enjoy cmotional stability
and should not suffer from any emo-
tionna! conflict or nerveus tension. The
constant worry about providing food,
shelfer and clething to ene's dependants
ivosure to shatter the negves of any
ovdinary teacher. There is nothing so
contagious as cheerfulness und there is
nothing so dangerous a3 emotional in-
stability in a teacher; for it takes away
the szcuse of scourily and ztability so
nececssary  for Leoping children
school,

For teaching fo be effcelive,  the
teachers must feel thuat theirs js the
responsibility for planning thew work.
They should be given the. sbare in the
plan of work of the whole scheol and
in the speciul fields entrusted to them,
they should have the joyous feeling of
working out their own programme.

It will thus be seen that teaching is
no seft joh., It is a mwman's job very
exacting and demanding the hest type
of men and women, imbued with lofty

ideals and fired with a high moral
purpose.

To get such men and women, the
society need guarantee them a good
measure of security of tenure, a decent
salary scale adequate to maintain them
in a standard appropriate to their call~
ing, sufficient provision for old cge and
give them the status such a calling
deserves. If soclety could thus take
care of the teacher then the teacher
would not be a mere teacher but an
educator for he can then whole-heart-
cdly devote himself to his main work
of cducation. Therce are hundreds of
teachels who even now, in spite of the
depressing  conditions are proud of
their calling and are giving themselves
away in the service of the child. I am
hopeful that with the. increasing reali-
sation by the public of the importance
of the service rendered by the teachers,
there is bound to be satisfactory im-
provement in status, salary and service
conditions of teachcers.

Qur teachers i1 this Province--I
know them well—they are conscious of
their great mission. Many of them do
not allow the sense of wrong or of in-
justice to influence their work as tea-
clicr—TIt is they that make our pupils
come willingly to school, *

Teaching affords a wonderful field of
national service of the highest order.
Our country needs a very large number
of good teachers. There never was a
time in the history of our country a time
when it will be more worthwhile to
be a teacher thon now—the first year
of Freedom and Independence, when it
iy his task :

To train the child the greatest

treasure of Free India

To feed his hungry soul  with

knowledge pure ;

Expand his reason and correct the

faults ;

And raise his thoughts from self and

sense and low desires ;

And show him what it is 1o be a Man :

Not for the present only do you work ;

For generations yet unborn shall feel ;

The weight of your impress upon

plastic minds,

TEACHERS AND SOCIAL SERVIGE

~ )
- i

G. SRINIVASACHARI, T
Assistant, P.S. High School, Mylapore, Madras.

['To think of sorial work as distincl from other work, ov of the social inic-
rest as distinet from any other inferest, or of a lifc of social service as distinet
from other ways of life, shows, indced, not a social sense, bul disastrous insensi-
bility to the claims of society. All work, life, suffering, thoughts and affections
are social scrvice or dis-service. Living for socicty, for our country, is the voca-
tion, not of some hee and there, but of all. It is not one special work amon:
ethers, but includes, unites and transforms all our life. This if wo understond and
act upon i, is very far from being o platitude.

—P. 57, Soc1an REnpwar, GEORGE SAVDEMARN.]

Qur Work

As teachers we are primavily con-
cerned with serving scciety by caring
for the needs of children put in our
charge. There is now o woeful lack of
material aids 1o teaching : the strength
of the cluss is unduly high ; the obno-
xious shift system is crawling into
schools ; principles of curiculum are
fapidly  changing @ pupils of different
age-levels and  abilitics drawn  from
different strata of soclety arc grouped
together in the same class so that heha-
viowr problems have increased ;. the
times preceding the dawn of independ-
ence were anvthing buil favourable for
discipline  in  schooly, Under such
stress and strain what have we. {co-
chers, done ?

We have maintained standards of
efficiency. We have tried to help wmen-
tally bhackward pupils without retard-
ing the pregress of the {forward. We
have shown consideration {o children
of defevlive heuring, vision or speech.
Here and there we have even provided
midday  mecal for under-nourished
pupils,  Above all, we have helped to
forge a new curriculum.  We are well

“on owr way to develop a new technigue

in teaching. These certainly are no mean
achievements for which we do merit
one of the vigour and eminence of
Sardar Patel to plead our causc.
Bui what do we find ?  Education is

on the lips of all bul teachers seem to

bhe in the hearts of none whosze voeice
counts with {he powers that bte.

Be that as it may, we sholl now con-
sider the topie, ‘Teachers and Social
Service .

THE FUNCTION OF THE ScCHOO0L

Let us look at our job in relation to
gociety as o whole. The demands
made on the formal school are bewild-
ering in their number and vaviety.: I
thing we have to remind ourselves of
the function of a scheol in onr modern
sociefy,  The school 15 soclelv’s clilef
formai cducational sgency. I bugi-
aess 1s to teach with the utmost eco-
nomy of time and energy all those
easential skills, abilities, attitudes, ideals
and  appreciations which the varicus
non-scheol  cducative agencies  leave
untaught or insufficiently emphuasised.
Briefly put, the schoel has a residual
functien.  Its unique task iz that of
doing what other socializing agencies
leave undeone.  Schools exist to aid
children in meeting their otherwise in-
carod for personal und social needs to
the end that they may become better
adjusted, morc cfticient and happier
moembers of sociely. To list those per-
sonal and social needs is not possikle
here. It will have to take a wide sweep
for the whole range of our domestic,
sociul and cultural life is involved in
it. My purpese in drawing attention
io he rvesidual funetion of the school
is two-fold; first, to caution against

* A paper read at a meecting ‘of the Madras Teachers’ Guild Day celebrations on

16-10-1949.
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blindly duplicating whai other agencics
arc doing : and secondly, not to pass
by any sort of training needed for
effective future life ‘which no other
agency is giving.
WHAT 1S SOCIAL SERVICE

When the Governor-General in his
message to the Conference of Social
Workers at Coimbatore said that ull
Social Workers are doing the work of
the State, he implied that the State i
not mainly an instrument of power but
an agency for social service. If the
Government is for the sake of the gov-
erned and not of the Governors, then
all its activities are presumptively con-
cerned with the public welfare, that is,
social service. The most distinguishing
feature of the 20th century history is
that the State spreads over into areas
formerly occupied by religious, philan-
thropic and other voluntary associa-
tions. Socialism has very largely
shaped thc twentieth century concent
of social service. Humanitarian move-
ment of the last century was mostly
charity, not brotherly kindness. It was
stooping from a higher to a lower level,
not a meeting on common ground. And
so it failed.
" Consideration to the less fortunate
is no longer regarded as charity. It is
a kind of mutual tenderness——a sharing
of experience. Compassion and respect
for the human personality are incom-
patible. Egquitable distribution of the
good things of the world has now be-
come the business of the State. The
magnitude of the problem is such that
only the State through planuned action
can bring rclief to our Sociely. The
effort of so many social workers’ orga-
nisalions, great as it has been, is but a
drop in the bucket. Aristotle was far
ahead of his times when he proposed
that a permanent plan should be set
up not merely to relieve but to prevent
economic privation. In cur own Socicty
specialisation of the functions of the
different parts of the social organism
was based on the wholesome principle
of service to Society without at the
same time engendering a feeling of in-
feriority in the recipients. But unfor-
tunately the way in which it was prac-

tised led to the eslablishment of grada-
tions in the social scale, in many res-
pects comparable to the siructure of
{feudal society.

At the Conference of Social Workers
in Coimbatore, emphasis was laid by
Dr. C. R. Reddi on the distinction
between Siate and Sociely. The ques-

tion whether the individual or the-

family is the unit of society was also
raisad then. We, as teachers, will do
well to examine those concepts in all
their sociological bearings so that we
may have a clear grasp of the socio-
political philosophy that our Statesmen
are trying to evclve.

To agriculturists poverty has been
cndemic and in the nature of things,
all our social ailments, such as illite-
racy, undeveloped civic conscience, low
public health, occupational disharmony
ete, are ciosely allied to the problem
of poverty.

Though it is primarily the business
of the State to remove the causes of
social troubles, yet for vears to come
there will be nced for voluntary orga-
nisations of social workers. The State
should not only co-operate with these
organisations but provide machinery
for co-~ordinating voluntary efforts.
Indecd social work has become a spe-
cialised branch neceding training insti-
tulions at State expensc.

There are still people who regard
that it is not social service to grow
rice, but that it is social service to teach
other people how rice ought to be
grown., It is not social service to be a
brick-layer. But it is social service to
be a dircctor of a building co-operative
sociefy. It is high time that they got
rid of such notions. The problem of
poverty has to be successfully tackled ;

only then there is hope for our society |

to grow up to its full stature.

What can tcachers do? As teachers
it is precious little that we can do to
relieve the poverty of the masses. But
we can help to remove ignorance. Even
here we feel we are already over-
burdened. We are so driven by econo-
mic circumstances that we have
practically no leisure time. Every
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spare moment has io be used to ecke
out our existence by some kind of out-
of school work, chiefly private tuition.
However, we too can spare an hour or
two a week for some kind of social
work which will give us the much need-
ed change in environment. Some of
us are actively connected with some
kind of social work as individuals. 1
am now thinking of some planned work
of the organised teaching profession.
Some years ago, under the auspices
of the Madras Teachers’ Guild, an Adult
Scheol was started in the Mylapore
Mandavalli area. I was in charge of it.
About a hundred adults of over the age
of 18 passed out of it. Illiterates were
turned into literates; those that had
relapsed into -illiteracy were helped to
regain their ability to read and write.
Talks on civic affairs were given.
Tiruppugazh classes were held. The
school worked for about two years.
One important lesson that I learnt is
this—that enthusiasm of all passions is
the most evanescent. Within a few
months of the starting of the Adult
School, those that had voluntecred to
serve dropped out one by one till I was
left alone. With the aid of the late
Tiruppugazh Krishnamachari, Head
clerk of the P. S. High School, I stuck
to the iob and saw to it that every illi-
terate that had come to the school learnt
to read and write. I took care to see
that fresh admissions were not made.
Thus ended the Adult School. But I
can look back with some satisfaction
of having attempted and done some-

thing.

SABHESAN THAN

I feel that institutionally we can do
a lot. We can in little groups spread out
into villages, disseminate knowledge
and obliterate illiteracy. Periodically
we can camp in villages and draw out
the villagers into informal talk and
discussion. Incidentally, we can have
a true insight into folk ways and folk -
culture so much needed for citizenship
training., We can collect clothings and
distribute them to the needy. We can
write pamphlets on topics of interest
to the villager and provide social work-
ers with readymade material for talks.
Instances may be multiplied. It is for
vou individually to consider carefully
how much energy and thought you can
afford beyond the demands of the day.

S0ocCIAL SIGNIFICANCE

We have reason to complain that the
members of the society whom we have
been serving, have not shown a just
appreciation of our work. Our States-
men have not as yet, to the extent they
should, affirmed their faith in the for-
mal school. We, on our part, have not
perhaps brought home to the thinking
section of the public our understanding
of the relation of our job to the whole
life and needs of society. We have
much lee-way to make up through
institutionally organised work,

Before long normal conditions will
be restored and our Statesmen will
have tirae to think of the imporiance
of the nation’s schools. I hope they
will provide conditions that will restore
to us, teachers, social significance by
which 1 mean, a just appreciation of
our work and worth.

KSGIVING FUND

Ra. Ao P

Previous total bhrought forward .. 1,848 1 @

107, Suburban High School, Coliniatore . . %5 0 0
108. The High School, Ottapalam, Malabar - .. 29 0 0
100. ®unicipal Iigh School, Tiruvammmnlaf .. .. .. 1 00
110, Mative High Scheol, Kumbakonam, Tanjore .. . . 10 0 0
Total .. 1920 1 0

.



RURAL RECONSTRUCTION STUDY HIKES

R. SRINIVASA AYYANGAR, Peelamedu.

About 17 years ago, while working
~out the schere of ““ Scouting-for-All”
in my Iligh School, I announced to the
Sixth Form pupils that they would be
eligible for the Headmaster’s good con-
duct and character certificate, if only
they completed within a month after
the close of the S.5.L.C. Public exami-
nation, the Rural Reconsiruction Study
Hike. To my wonder, all the pupils
of the S.ST1.C. class, for two consecii-
iive vears, submitted themselves cheer-
fully to this novel test; only one pupil
was not permitted by his parents to
underge the risk. They were to meet
in groups of notl less than two and not
vxeceeding four, at 2 pan. in the school,
to reccive the instructions regarding
the journey, completely clad in scout
uniform with haversacks containing
provisions and utensils for cocking for
two meals and two lunches, return by
§ p.m. the next day to the school, and
submit by the next day’s forenoon the
report of the journey in the required
form and the answers to the question-
naire given to them. '

A hike means a leng trip on foot.
But it is used with reference to any
and all trips into the open by patrols
or troops, though little or no walking
may be done. The purpose of {he hike
is 10 make the hoy self-reliant, ohser-
vant and efficient in the open, and by
the close” contact with other boys to
rub off his rough angularities and edges.
Hikes may be classified as adventure,
good-turn, tracking, travel, exploration,
historical, naturc-study, scout-law,
know your own governmeni, and so
on. Hikes arve planned with a definite
objective : und  they should provide
adventure, experiencao, exciternent,
exertion, and something of surprise. No
objective could be maore beneficial in
our couniry to the individual pupil
than hikes which will (ake him to the
countryside and enable nim to catch
slimpse of rural conditions. Thig is
the hest training that we could impart

to our lads entering adolescence in
developing manliness and robust atti-
tude towards life and the country’s
fundamental problems. The hikers
who are pioneers in adventure in their
teens can never be failures in life. The
example set by my school pupils proved
to be an incentive to the Rover Scouts
of the Government Arts College, Coim-
batore, a number of whom won the
Rambler’s badge by practising the Rural
Reconstruction  Study  Hikes. The
nature of the hike was left to the option
of the hikers ; {ramps should cover 15
miles, and cyelists, 30 miles.

For the henefit of those who may
organise sach hikes, T shall summarise
the directions given to the hikers.

Equipment Needed :—Full {Uniform
(including stafl), shoes or boots with
steckings and garters, some form of
ruc-sac  (pillow-cover may serve the
purpose), ground-sheet, muffier, blan-
kets (if the weather is cold), change of
clothing, towels, {oilet-gear (soap,
comb, caste-mark requisites), plate,

tumbler, cooking utensils, provisions .

for two lunches and two meals, pen-
knife, axe, notebook, pencil, a small
camera (it available), plaster of varis
for tlaking plaster-casts, stout cord,
map of the route, compass, watch,
carhon-paper.

The kit should be light and at ihe
sanic time serviceable. It should be
the minimum needed and at the same

.lime should contain all the things re-

quired for bare cormnforts.
Equip yourself and the cyele with all
the accessories (a cycle lamp, a pump,

“match~box,a--tool-hag with solution

and rubber pleces).

Tipz (1) Look cut for and sketch
prominent buildings, chimneys,. facto-
ries, temples, ete .

(2) Look out tor natural scenery,
mountains, nvers, (ad sketeh,

(3) When crossing rivers or passe
iag aleng rivers, nofe any landmarks

Vo
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on the banks, find approximaie breadth
of the river, speed of current, span of
bridge, fordable or otherwise,

(4) Note comping sites if suitable
for our t{reop carnreing {plentiful water-
supply, open space for games, soil not
clayey, provisions available, not too
rear villages).

{5) Look out for birds and animals
and take plaster-casts of footprints.

(6) Take carhbon impressions of
leaves collected.

Journey Report :(-——The report should
be given as follows :—

(1) T.eave 1” space for noting time
and distance travelled.

(2) Note the log or description.
L.eave 6”7 spoce.

(3) Sketches of buildings, etc,
direction of wind or sun, sketch of
cross-countiry roads, thumb-nail sket-
ches of men, birds, ete.—T" space.

Caution :—Go casy, make the jowrney
pleasant and  prolonged stroll; one
lwour's walk and % hout’s rest is a goad
principle.  Travel in cool hours and
1est in the shade when hot, if necessary.

Do not miss any opportunity of doing
good-turns, on the Hike,

Letter of Instructions :-—There must
be element of surprise and romance in
hiking, The letter of instructions to
the hiker at the starting-nlace is given
in the following form :—

FroM THr CHIEF OF THE SMILTNC TRIBE,
Peelamedu.
NEAR S8I NARAVATALN,

You arce doubtless aware ihat the
village of Thondarnuthur was for connt-
less generations in the possession of cur
ancestors and that during the life-time
of our great grandiather of rever:d
memory the same had fallen into the
poscession of the precent inhabitants.
We have now dzcided to capture and
oecupy the caid village shortly. You
will please understand that the country
iving -about on the way between our
old possession and here is very hostile
and that therefore you should exercise
ihe greatest caution in moving among
the people. You should have no deal-
ings-with the people on the way, ncr

0

]

receive any kind of help (even drink-
g waler) in your present mission of
reconneitering the ccunlry lying about.
We frast vou will loyally carry out our
instruetions given below and submit {o
us a {aiinful repert by € p.m. tomorrow,
so that we may march on our expedi-
tien to capture the same. You will
also understand that though the coun-
try is hostile to us, if you {ind any living
beings in any difficulty or trouble, it
15 our desire that you should render
good turns, wherever nossible.
INSTRUCTIONS

1. Take the shortest cut {o Papa-
naickenpaluyom along the Phone-ling
route ; sut across the field fowards the
north~-west direction up to the Power-
House, then to the Agricultural College ;
from the College cut across to Veda-
patti.  Take  the left bank of the
Channel up to the village of Thonda-
muthur, .

2. In addition to the insiruciions
encloced herewith for studying the
country on ths way, report on the fol--
lowing as regards the villagse Thonda-
muthur.

(@) Iz the village subject to any
peculiar disease or epidemic ?
‘Which is the necarest dispen-
sary 7 State what medical aid
is locally available. Is good
water-supply available
throughont the year?

(b) Does the. village possess a
sanitary appearance ¢ What
are uged as latvines ?

-{e) Is there o co-operalive socieiy
in the vitlage 7 What are the
vhief occupations or industrics
in thie village ? Is Ithaddar
popular ? What do the viila-
sers do during the non-culti-
valion season ? .

{d) Iz there a-school for hoys and
girls in the villnge ?  What is
the strength of the schogl ¢ Is
there 2 night school, a reading-
roorn or library 7

(e} Is there a Village Panchayat ?

" Major or Minor ?

(f) Do the villagers take interest

in the wvillage temple 7 How
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do the villagers spend their
leisure hours ?  Are there any
drink-shops ?  (The questions
were set in the pre-Prohibi-
tion days.) Is any picketing
done ?
{9) Mention the names of the lead-
ing gentlemen of the village.
(h) What is your general impres-
sion of the village ?
We wish you all success in vour
hiking expedition.
Yours Smilingly,
(Sd) .o
Chief of the Smiling Tribe.

The hiking party is expected to re-
port itself to certain persons at the
destination and obtain closed letlers
from them regarding the site selecled
for camping in the night, whether they

cooked their own food and well, with
their own vessels, slept in the open air,
and their general conduct and beha-
viour, . It might appear that tremen-
dous amount of lore and craft should
be learnt and practised before a hike
could be ventured upon by anyone.
True, Hiking is the culmination-point
ol all scout-training and scout-practice.
It is not beyvond the capacity of an
average boy of fifteen. It is a correct-
ive for bookish knowledge and day-
dreaming, and a preparation for the
right and proper use of leisure, but it
also provides many unparalleled oppor-
tunitics for studying and serving the
countryside.  fliking should be an
essential and necessary feature of citi-
zenship-training, as it is bound to in-
culcate rural sense in the would-be
rural workers,

CHARTER OF EDUCATION FOR RURAL CHILDREN +

1. Every rural child has the vight to
a satisfactory modern elementary
education. .

2. Ewvery rural child has the right to
a satisfactory modern secondary
education,

3. Ewvery rural child has the vight to

an edueational programme that
bridges the gap between home
and school, and bhetween sehnol
and adult life,
4. Every rural child has the vight
through hic school to health cer-
oices, educational and vocationnl
guidanee, library Jfacilities, re-
creational activities, and, where
needed, school lunches and pupil
transportation facilities at public
expense.
Every rural child has the right
to teachers, supervisors, and ad-
ministrators who know rural life
and who are educated to deal
effectively with the oproblems
peculiar to Tural schools.
6. Ewvery rural child has the right
‘to educational service and guid-

w

* The White House Conference on Rural Educidion, October 3, 4, 5. 1944,

ance during the entire year and
full<time attendance-in a school
ihai is open for not less than
nine months in each year for at
least twelve yeurs.

Y. Every rural child has the right
to uttend the school in a satis-
Jactory, modern building.

S, Eeery rural child has the right
through the school to participate
in community life and culture.

0. Hyery rural child -has the right
to a laocal schoal system suffi-
ciently strong to provide all the
services required for a modern
cducation,

10. Every rural child has the right
tn hawve the sources of his com-
munity, state, and nation used to
guaerantee him an  American
standard of educational oppor-
tunity,

(Presented by the first White House
Conference on Rural Education as the
Educational Righis of every rural child
for whose achievement it pledged itself
to work.)

5

HOBBIES

Do BRBISHNAYYA,

Teacher, High School, Hindupur.

Hobbies arc wseful amusements and
the expression, ‘learning is nothing
but mirth,” is nowhere better demons-
trated in the school, than in the bob-
bies. Again, the expression,  ‘the
senses are the gate-ways of knowledge,”
is also fully explained herve. Tn the
re-organisation of edncation, hobhbies
cccupy a right ond rich place which
they so richly de

Let us zee Liow card-Loard and pape.
work, is @ hobby. " Hand is the brain’s
best vassal,” is explained clearly iu this
Liobhy and this can also be successtully
correlated with almost all the subjects
of the dass-vnom.  Before worlomg in
card-beoard, the use of the paper is
sirongly vecommended by experience.
By drawing to scale, on o sheel of
drawing papec and cutling the same,
accuracy is gionod and the sense of
sight is developed. By making  the
scissors march on the line marked, the
eve of concentration 1s made keen.
By cutting the same in the card-board,
the sense of touch is developed. By
training this sense, even the different
types of paper ov cavd-board can be
noted quite successfully and this is
really useful in many ~walks of tife.

Without proper understanding,
nothing c¢an  be worked and for
this, careful hearing of instructions
and directions is absolutely essen-
tial and by this, the sense of
hearing is made keen and accurate.
The sense of taste—the artistic sense of
the sublime and the heautiful so beau-
tifully described by Ruskin, is fully
developed by this hobby of the card-
board and paper work. We have ample

“chances for the study of forms and

shapes and some of them can even be

made oul of paper and card-board and
the pupils are richly bencfited by this.
The properties of angles and triangles
for example, can clearly be studied if
the same are marked and cut either in
the paper or card-board or both. How
the earth 1s and how it looks like, can
be shawn by drawing a big circle on a
card-board and cutting the zame into
sectors and arranging them to look flat.
Azain this hobby can be correlated
with Phyuics, Mathematics and Lan-
zuages not to speak of Weaving and
Drawing. Unless one is clever at draw-
ing, this hobby cannotl be a success.

By preparing a word-building set,
oul of little bits of card-board cut neat
and trim, a game in word-building can
be practised by pupils, in little groups,
in this hobby and words arranged to
formy a little bit of composition on
hobbies as,

*Learning is nothing but wmirth.’

‘Senses are  the gate-ways  of
Knowledge.”

' Learn a hobby for vour leisure’

‘Hobby is an useful amusement.’

“Hand is the brain’s best agent.

*The hand works through the brain
or the brain works through the
hand.

* Develop the sense of the sublime and
the beautiful. Iorget tedious hours
through a hobby....... ’

As a practical exercise, the pupils
may prepare word-building sets for
Ianguage lessons and also such useful
things as the- class magazine, writing
pads and the lite. . Some of these may
even be sold by public auction to gain
the attention of the school world \nd
the public towards this hobby.

-~ 7
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EXTRACTS FROM ARTICLES

1. BASIC EDUCATION IN RAJASTHAN

By Dr. K, N. KINI, n.a. (Hows, ), A, vho, Dip~n-Eon.
(Columbig), Director of Public Instruction, Jodhpur.

. - 13

The children should become pro-
ductive members of society as much as
its cultured members. Properly follow-
ed, basic education should afford =«
system in which there is no dualism
between culfure and occupation.

3 n ¥

[ have mtroduced since last year,
that is, July, 1048, hasic education in
all the primary schouls of Marwar
(Jodhpur State) for children in classes
I to V who are generally of ages 6 to
11 years. Agriculiure and gardening,
carpet-making, clay-modelling, qua,
Niwar, buttons, spinring and weaving,
paper f{lowers and wreaths, asans,
chicks, sewing, embroidery, knitting,
rope making and paper making are the
handicrafts that are practised in thesc
classes according to the local needs and
circumstances. The teachers have been
irying their very best to correlate tra-
ditional school subjects with these
crafte. Where it is not possible to effect
correlation, ihe literary subjects are
done apart. The Inspectiong Officers
hold meetings of primary SChg()l tea-
chers regionally from time to time and
instruct the teachers how 1o proceed
and progress. They also train the tea-
chers on the job when they visit the
schools. it is delermined thatl we have
succeeded in the process of correlation
to about 25 per cent,, and there_ is muc_h
greater gain in intevesting children in
school work. With greaier facilities
such as larger contingent to buy raw-
materials and equipment, greater ac-
commodation proper training to icach-

eis and more guidance and training on
the jeb, the efficiency could be easily
doubled in the not distant future.

Aceording to the census of 1041,
the number of children of ages 6 to 14
vears in Rejasthan is 27,00,000. Te
cducete them we need about one lakk
ni teachers. The cust on salaries of
thic number will be nearly ten crores
of rupcce. 1f to this amount we add
20 per cent. on gecount of contingent
expenditure, special pay for special
aualifications, training of téachers, move
and better guidance and other inciden-
tal expenses, the cost will easily mount
up to 12 crores. The total expenditure
on primary and widdle school education
al present may bhe computed to be one
crore. Therefore 1o introduce compul-
sory education all over Rajasthan, we
zhail have (o undertake an additional
expenditure of at Ieast eleven crores
of rupees. Unless the resources of the
Governmment are increased enormously
by indnstrialization, by improving agri-
culture and in varisus other ways, it
will not be casy to find this huge
amouitt for running expenditure. Then
there is the non-recurring cost on
buildings which can easily go up to
Al crores,

Efforts should be made to speed up
progress in Basic Education by finding
funds for it because this is the minimum
cducation that should be given to a
citizen in o democracy if it should func-
tion with a folr amount of competency.

No scheme of education will be suc-
cessful, especially at the school stage,

N
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unless the parents tuke interest and
co-operale wholcheartedly  with  the
school.  School and socicty should work
hand in hand for the mutual benefit of
both. I have been starting Pavent-
Teacher Associntions in the schools of
Marwar. About ten per cent. of schoois
in Marwar have succeeded in starting
these Associations, They have been
interesting the parents irn the task of
the school and the parents have been
giving their co-operation in various
ways, especially in condecting extra
curricular activities and in finding ac-
commoedation free of vost to the autho-
rities. The rate of progress iz slow
even hcre, hecruze most of the parents
are illiterate and ave therefore slow to
understand the benefits of education.

From my expericnee of the working
of basic education in Marwar since July

1946, 1 can  holdly  affirin that the
children take greatest amount of inte-
rest and delight in it.  They under-
stand  the cultural subjects  taught
through this system more quickly and
easily. In case the children bring their
oven raw-materials, they are allowed to
sell their goods and take the sale pro-
duce. In some places, they make play-
things and sell them at Jatras and
Melas at cent per cent. profit. Making
of woeollen jersies 1s a common affair
and they arc sold locally at about 25
to B0 per cent. profit.  Girls love to
make their own garments, In places
where agriculture is carried on, the
running expenses arg just mect by the
cale of the agricultural products, At
present aboutl 30 per cent, of the zchool
time is devoted to handicrafts.

* > * *

2, EDUCATION FOR CITIZENSHIP :
SELF-GOVERNMENT IN SCHOOLS

A, C. DHARMARALJ, 21.A., BT

[ ¥ n »

Citizenship cannot be taught like
Algebra or Carpentry for citizenship,
like hygiene or physical fitness, is not
so much a subject as a way of life, and
it is only gradually that its appeal is
realised by the growing child. To im-
plant in children a zeal to scrve, (o
make them leave school with the desire
to give back in service something of
what 1hey owe lo their country and
mankind-—that surely js a paramount
task, the value of which we are realiz-
ing more than cver teday. No educa-
tion is worlh the name that does not
preserve and develop the individual
talents. Service is scen at ils best when
it consists in the free exploitation of

individual tastes ond capacities to the
coinmon good,

Little by DLittle the schiool has been
ceasing to be a mere teaching shop:
more and more it is becoming a minia-
ture community. Here, in the modern
Sccondary Schoel, children learn the
lessons of communal life, of mutual
help and co-operation, and of individual
responsibility and leadership. In that
way are laid the foundations of a spirit
of gervice and selfless leadeiship. When
the time comics for thern to leave, they
will go out, I believe, with a true soclal
sense, an oppreciation of the joys of
fellowship, and a desire to make each
his own contribution to the welfare ot
the couniry, and of the world at large
in fine, as worthy citizens of the world.
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4. UNESCO SEMINAR ON RURAL ADULT EDUCATION

FOR COMMUNITY ACTION

A Suniiing-up by Lars Lind.

. LITERACY

The Group dealing with literacy in
r‘ural adult education has been led by
Dr. Hasan Ahmad Salmon, Director of
Land Revenue, Ministry of Finance,
Irag. The members have been repre-
sentatives from Burma, Cevlon, India.
Indonesia, fvan, Malaya, Nepal, Singa-
pore, Thailand and the United King-
dom, and obzorvers from East Puniab,
H_yderabad, Madras and United Pro.
vinces,

The main conclusions of the droup
are s

L}o\‘crnmem'; should  take »  more
active interest in adult education and
1ot coneentrate ol its efforts on primary
;md sceondary schools. Lileracy teach-
mg is only one part of aduli education
gnd if the teaching of reading and writ-
ing is not followed up by planned cdu-
cational programmes there is always
th(:‘ danger that newly literates lapse
into illiteracy agoin. Perhaps the most
important part of the follow-up work
is the preparation and distribution of
reading material specially designed for
this purposc. In the preparation of such
reading material great care must be
taken that it is reslly tailored to the
needs of the public for which it is
meant.  The readers’ interest must be
caught by dealing with subjects of im-
mediate concern to them, of practical
importance {o their daily lives.

The distribution of ihe literature can
be accomplished by setling up rural
libraries founded on modern principles,
The reading maoterial must reach the
consuiners and serve their nceds, and
not, as only too often is the case, be
stuffed on shelves in some store-room
wrongly called by the dignified name
of library. Energy and ingenuity must
be employed to get the right kind of
- reading into the hands of the people.

The most important findings of the
group concern the methods of literacy
teaching. Techniques used in many

conntries have proved faulty and should
not be undertaken by teachers specially
trained for the job. The methods used
should, although adapted to the local
conditions, always be buill on modern
seientific principles, the most important
of which is that reading should be
tanght through perception of whole
thought nnits and tha! the contents
of he teaching material should Dbe
meaningful to the pupils; the ordi-
nary juvenile ABCs are nensensical to
adults and tend to permanently decrease
the reading speed and to kil the inte-
rest.

The first task, after agreenient of
Avaching methed hus been reached, is
to train instructors. This is urgent in
Asian countries where the adult popu-
lation is still largely illitevate, In India
for instunce the group has caleulated
that {o accomplish the five-yvear plan
adopted by Government, it would be
nhecessary  to irain 200,000 teachers
yearly for a period of at the most three
months. This  means  that 50,000
instructors would be under training at
the same time. To cater for this num-
ber” 250 Training  Institutions  each
housing 200 trainces and 9 tutors are
necded, The expenditure of such a
vast scheme would. consist of the fol-
]ov{ing items @ the cost of building,
maintaining and cquipping the Train-
ing Institutions : the salaries of the
tutors @ allowances to those in training
and the salaries to the instructors after
they have been t{rained.

Even o large-scale literacy-drive as
Qut‘.incd above would be of no avail if
it did not zo hand in hand with a
schemgfor free, universal and compul-
sary primary education and if the pub-
lie did not support it. The creation of
public  opinion demanding  such  an
cdlucution and pushing the literacy
drives is essential. It is also necessarv
to drive home to the individual the
benefits of literacy and the direct ad-

\
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vantages the ability to read and wriie
hias for his daily life.

One danger the group warns against
is lack of co-ordination between the
many agencies, governimental or volun-
tary, working in the field of adult edu-
ation. There must be co-crdination
at the top, agreement on methods and
aimis and supervision of standards of
attainment.

The group also pleads for improved
statistics, so that the aims can be set
with full knowledge of the facts, pro-
gress can be followed and deficiencies
spotied. The figures of populations, age
groups, distribution of sexes, attend-
ance figures in schools of different kinds
and illiteracy rates collected at this
UNESCO Seminar {ron many couniries
and provinees prove the need for more
careful statistics, assembled scientifi-
cally. The figures now available are
far from reliable and in most cases they
probably paint a brighter picture than
the veality behind them warrants,

2 ¥ -~ *

SoctaL aND CITIZENSHIP ASPECTS

Detailed reports of village commu-
nity life in fifieen, mainly Asian, coun-
tries served as the background to the
work of Group IV. ‘Ihey revealed cer-
tain trends common to almost all rural
comrmunities, the most important of
which in this connection is the isolation
of the village commmunity. The village
as a world of its own is undoubledly
@ danger to the development of medarn
Asian couniries. The Studv-group hs
iherefore, drawn up a curriculum con-
tent for eitizenship training under ceven
main headings : (1) personal dignity
and worth ; (2) respect and considera~
tion for all human beings irrespective
of social and econcmic statiz and poli-
tical and rcligicus affiliations ; (3) kin-
¢hip with the community znd co-opera-
tion in community activities; (4)
interdependence of the social, econcmic
and cultural life of the country as a
whaole ; (8) concept of anc-world and
its implications in terms of waorld citi-~
zenships (6) cultural and national
heritage and unily in diversity ; 1)
political rights and duties.

The Group stresseg that a curriculum
is not only informational items o be

~

iaught, but also activities and experien-
ces which give life and reality to them.
Citizenship itself is a dynamic concept
which cxpresses ilself in activities.
The Group has thercfore indicated
suitable activities and experiences
together with the information to be
inparted.

Much iime has also been spent on
the study of media and methods in
citizenship training as outlined in the
carriculum. It specially deals with
mass-media, both the traditional and
the modern technical. Among the old,
widely used media which the Group
has considered arve : festivals, fairs, pil-
grimages, temples, tombs, ashrams,
folklore, folk dances and dramas, games
and  sports. These media of proved
worth should not be discarded, blind
belief in the superiority of the modern
mechanisiic media, such as press, radio
and film. These new media can play a
vital part in rural communily educi-
tion, but they must be handled with
care, knowledge and skill.

The Group, led by Dr. A. N. Basuy,
Princinal, Central Institute of Educa-
tjon, New Delhi, consisting of members
from Burma, Ceylon, Egypt, India,
Indonesia, Irag, Philippines, Saudi
Arabia, Thailand, and the United States
and with observers from Bengal, Bihar,
Dombay, C.P., Mysere, Orissa and U.P,
pussed  the  following  main  recom-
mendations :

in areas where the population is not
yet enfranchised it is necessary 1o
wiradice local self-governing instity-
LIOGE.

Tvery countyy should encourage he
prtablishment of special apencies for the
training of personnel and for produc-
tion of literature and other aids for civie
and social fraining in rural areas,

UNESCO chould undertake the pro-
duetion of adult eduecation literature
and visuul aids specially suited {or
Asian conditions.

UNESCO zhould diaw up cpecimen
programmes for the ca-ordinated and
intensive use of mass media in the pre-
selcation of themes peridining to adult
and fundamental education.

Follow-1up scminars on a regional and
naticnal basie should be organized.
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4. <« THE POSITION OF THE VARIOUS LANGUAGES IN THE
SECONDARY SCHOOL GCOURSE ™

Srr RAYASARM SOMESWARA RAQ, B.A,, B.ED,

Teacher, Maharaiah’s College, Vizienagaram.

- - k3 i
THL POSITION OF SANSKRIT

One of the languages which is hard-
hit by the reorganised scheme s
Sanskrit, It is a language with a hoary
tradition and an undying cuiture. It
is the wmother of most of the Indo-
Edaropean latnguages and embvodies the
rich treasures of knowledge and cul-
ture—** the splendour that was Ind.”
Sanskrit is the key not only to the
sacred bocks of the Hindus but ulso the
immortal works of Kalidasa, Dandi,
Bhavabhuthi or Bharavi. The study of
these works certainly contributes not
only to the moral and spiritual regene-
rution of the budding citizen but also
develops in him breadth of outlook and
atholicity of tasie. Mahatma Gandhi,
the Father of the Nation, opined that
every Hindu boy and givl should possess
sound knowledge of Sanskrit, Now

that there are fewer opporiunities for
the study of English literature and that
Shakespeare has aiready made his cxit
from the curriculum of the 1.Sc. course
ang promises to make a similar exit
from the S.S.L.C. text also in years to
come, 11 in high time that we should
welcome I\"ﬂid‘l‘ in all his prestine
glory and give him an honourable place
in the High b(,hools and Colleges. At
present ne is only occupying a niche in
the I'ducational curriculum. But the
real problein before the educationists
is how to {ind a place for a study of all
these  languages in the curriculum.
These arve not the iimes for academic
discussions  or intellectual theorising.
Fe want a well-considered and work-
able scheme of language study—one {hat
is ecaleulated to cnable the pupil {o
address himself with  competence to
the fasks of real life and to make
lifc happy and enjoyable.

5. « EDUCATION IN FREE INDIA " NEED FOR RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Headmasiors

Any educational svstern which 1o to
be i {ull sense morally effective must
rest on religiots foundations, Today
it 17 the calviction of an ereasing
roariiber of thoughtial people that edu-
cation, o sU e to produee and mamtain
. hivh degrée eivilization and to safe-
vid against | 1o harbarisin,
s haced on religion.  Freud, who
oirsider:s religion 2 an iddlusion, him-
sel admits that religion iz & 1remeii-
dotis force, which
the swrongesf emotions of humean beings.
Kealigious edueantion iz 3 powerful sid
i the modifeaiion of character.

TS ii5 PoWer over

. NARAYANAN, Secrctary. The Remnad District -

Muolion Fligh Sehiool. Abiramanm.

The Tndian mind finds it hard to think
of an educction worthy of the name
which is dissociated from religion. In
the past t’r.n mosques and the tcmple\

¢ 15 of learning and cul-
ture,  The aszociation of educa-
tion and : thus a historical
snpport which long esanection haz hat-

ed and which the thoughtiul parent
sires lu see m\mlfmnd In fine it is

Wi u' the zdvent of British rule in India,
the attitude of the state has been one
of strict relisious neutrality, The Im-

"

perial MRaretteer of India, \xolume IV,

o 7 EXTRACTS FROM.ARTICLES ~~ 17

Chapter XIII, puts "the position very
clearly so far as it applies to Education.
It says: ‘*The existence in India of
creeds differing widely from one another
and from the faith of the ruling power
has made it essentizl for the State to
assume & position of strict neutrality in
itz relations with public instruetion.
This principle was emphatically assert-
ed in the despatch of 1854 and has ever
since been rigidly enforced.” In the
nast Moral instruection was taken for
granted as part and parcel of the tradi-
tionul system of Educailon. In the
West the intellectual revolution separa-~
ted education irom eccclesiastical con-
trol.  Thus relision was divorced from
education. - Let religiva go out of
edueation, morality gogs out too.
¥ * * o+

The hest way to impart religicus
in‘Tructian is to evolve a science ot

eligicn and teach religion scientifically,
& o'xnparanvely , and philosophically,
dwelling on the salient features tfound
it all religions. There is no need {io
emphasise tenets of this religion or that
religion ; rather it should be our chief
concern to bring the fundamentals of
religious life to the notice of our pupils
wnd make them live relipion. ‘T'he
teaching of basic truths, and common
poittts acceptable tu all faiths will in-
dizputably raise the edifice of Universal
Brutherhood., Again talks on world
caints and provhets raay be aveanged
in all schools in order to foster inter-
cominunal harmony and brotherhood.
Ldeal lives of men of all religions should
he held before pupils, for in noble lives,
virtues become concrele and through
the study of these lives pupils will learn
the {ruth that goodness is universal not
circiunseribed by sectavian  bounds.
Religious education given on these lines
iz bound to open the mind of the pupils
to n recognition of the truth that all
faiths lead to God, that the religions
of the world ave not contradictory or
antagonistic, but complemeniary und
harmonised, showing thal they are bat
varicus phases of the one cternal reli-
elom  Again Universal religion, seen in
the lives and deeds of world saints and
prophets, is bound to shape and build
chavacter, and produce an atmosphere

A3
()

of poace © The lives of Sri Ramakrishna
Paramahamsa and Swami Vivekananda
:-,muudy the quintessence of all religions
and the Cnmmonwealth of Faiths.
A TINIE-TARLE SURTECT

Heligious mstruction of any hkund is
0 have a place in the curriculum ; it
shouwld be as well taught and effeciive-
Iy planned as any other branch of study.
It should rank equally with other stu-
diez even to the extent of being an
wandnation subjecr, and it should be
subject to inspection. In {ine, it should
Lo o lime-table cubject, and at least
oie p:riud a week should be zet apart.

The Government should take the ini~
tiative of constituiing zn Expert Com-~
mittee consisiing of represeniatives of
all religions under itha Chairmanship of
Dr, 8. Radhakrichnan, former Spalding
Professor of Eagtem Philosophy and
Religions, Oxford University, for evol-
ving a science of religion incorporating
the fundamentals common to all reli-
cions and for preparving suitable text
hook:.

The sueeess of any scheme of religious
iruction depends upon the teacher's
raligious  attitude.  Heo should be a
model of good character. Tt can hard-
Iy Lo disputed,” says the Spens Report,
" that the best {eacher iz one whose
interest in the Subject and desire to
teach it proceed from religious faith.”

«11 sions Dducation Teachers should be
craduates in Theology with a knowledge
u" comparative Philosophy and Reli-
gion,  hnversoes i India may well
start faculties in Theology and ‘Frain-
g Colleges in India raay well include
Theology as one of the Oplional Sub-
jects.  Needless to say that the Reli-
giotts Bducation Teacher should have
the same status as that of othevs.

To sunt up, in Free Iodia, Education
should have a relizious basis. The basie
truthy eormmon to all religions sho -1d
he taught by Bachelors of Divinily,
seientifically, comparatively and philo-
sophically. In fine, & non-sectarian
religious instruction is to be given. This
will eertainly go a long way to revive
“he ancient apiritual glovy of Mother
India.



"STILL GROWING STRONG.”

MARTIN'S WREN & MARTIN’'S

NEW STUDY HIGH SCHOOL
READERS GRAMMAR &

Primer and Readers I toV COMPOSITION

The sales of these books are still on the increase, because
teachers who have adopted these textbooks would continue
their use and not change them till more suitable books are

available. No doubt, their judgment in thismatter is sound.

But whart shall we say of-those teachers who, quite thought-

lessly, change their testbooks without any solid reason ?

HEADMASTERS MARTIN'S
AN EXPLANATORY
Permit Us To Remind ¥ou DICTIONARY

Pages, 654. Size, 8x 111"
Price, Rs. 18, Postage, Re.1-8,

OPINHIONS,

“A welcome improvement on
the ‘Oxford ’ or ‘ Chambers'.”
* Really Explanatory.”

“ A firstecless dictionary.”

OF
WREN & MARTIN'S
books on GRI_\MMAR and
COMPOSITION and their
ENGLISH READERS.
—The only Dictionary that

deserves to be the Students’
and Teachers’ companion.—

—T ke sale of these books
is datly increasing.—

K. & j. COOPER - PUBLISHERS - BOMBAY, 4

Sole Agents for S, Indie :—
The Christian Literature Society for India, Park Town, Madras,
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CRILDREN NEED HAPPY HOMES

“The work at the plant is letting
up, and wc'll probably have to heg
or o lungry by the end of the
vear,” remurked the owner of a
Jurge manufacturing  concern to  his
wife. No  thought was given to
the effeet that such an exoggerated
statement might have unon the younyg
daughter who was lstening.  YVears
later, however, she fold her pavents
that il had aroused distressing fears of
poverty.  Feor weeks and months after
this remarvk, she said, she would loek
at heggors whom she saw on the street
and wonder haow long it would be before
zhe and her father and mother would
be just like those poor people.

For another child, a little boy, taxes
constituted the chiel source of worry.
Although his father owned about half
of the yeal extade in the town, duving
the Depression this mon kept his small
son constantly alarmed by saying that
after he had poid the taxes they would
“starve to death,”  He and his wife,
of course, knew that in reality there
was no such danger. What the father
actually meant was he would have to
draw upon his savings or else sell some
of his propecty, in order to mect living
expenses.  But when children have no
comprehension of what their parvents
have in mind, they naturally take all
connnents literally.

Rudget problems are commoen in the
majority of homes ; therefore, there is
no good reason for parents to dwell
continually upon whether they will be
able to “ make ends teet.” Bezides,
much of the worry about finances coulsl
be prevented-—certainly that which is
due to the purchase of luxury items.
In any case, al mealtime, the discussion
of financial or othcr troubles should be
avoided.

“1 con never be happy azain now
that I've lost my father ; life holds no-
thitig for me,” was one mothor's
thoughtless remark. This saddened her
voung daughter's outlook for many
years. Great care should be tuken to

“

protect children so that they will wit-
ness as lttle grief as possible. A berea-
ved woman with a family to rear should
let her thoughts dwell on the comfort
the children will give her, instead of
on the sorrow occasioned by the loss
of a loved one. At least, she can refrain
{rom giving way to weeping in the pre-
sénee of her children.

My mother kept all of my deceased
sister's things in a trunk in the attic
and how well T recall that cvery time
she would go upstairs to look them
over, it would make me heartsick, for
I knew she would return with her eyes
swallen from crying. Those trips would
depress her for days, and, in turn, her
sroot griel would depress me, too.

Here is another preeaution it is wise
to take. If a child iz i1, the mother
and father should make every effort to
maintain & cheerful attitude, for a
child’s apprehension is easily aroused
by an anxinus manner or by some un-
thinking remark about scrious symp-
toms or alarming conditions. This adult
self-watchfulness is particularly need-
ful during an epidemic, for the child
who is fearful is more susceptible 1o
any malady.,

AMarital misunderstandings witnessed
by o son or daughter are fatal to the
child's =ense of security. His well-
being~-both mental and physical—is
Jargely dependent on a happy home
atmosphere, There i= no more vital
factor in maintaining a child’s morale
and promoting abundant health than
happiness in the home. Food digests
more satisfactorily, play is more plea-
sant, and sleep is more restful.

Children are great imitators: they
mimic adults unconsciously. If the
grown-ups are ill-tempered, the chud-
ren are apt to be discontented ; if the
grownups are cheerful, tlic little ones
arce usually cheerful.

It does not take a great deal of money
to make children happy—but it does
take a little planning for their pleasure.
Making festive occasions out of birth-
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days and hoqudw, by having )
parties or geing on a few ounw,r:‘,, wili
delight them and add vest to their
living.

(-——Nutiona! Kindergesien
Associgtion, New Yori.)

AN QATH FOR TEACHERS
You do =olemnly swear, cach by i.'nal.

vou held mest socred—

That you will he loyal to the Pro-
fession of Teaching and loyal and
gencrous fo itz members |

That vou will lead your lives snd
practize your art with uonderstanding
and justice

That into whatever child's life you
shall enter, it shell be for the geod
of the child to the utmost of yvour
power, vou holding vourselves far
aloof from error, from corruption,
from cxemplification of wrong-~deing ;

Tha! you will exercise your art
solely for the welfare of children, and
will aid no learning and administer
no discipline for a socially unjust
purpose, even if colicited—far less
suggest 3 .

That whatsoever you chall wce or
hear of the lives of children or their
parents or your colleagues which is
not fitting to be spoken, you will keep
mv;thx\' secret. .

These practices do you aceept 7
I.et each bow the heard in zign of
acceptance.

And now, if you shall Le lruz to
this, your oath, may profeszional suc-
cess he ever vouis!

{—Page 85, The Phi Deltu Kappan,

Octlober 1949.)

UNITY AMOMG WORLD
TEACHING ORGANISATIONS
A serious problem confronting the

teaching profession on the world level
is that there is na one organisation
accepted by the profecsion and by the
world at large as the official spokesman
for {eachers. Many other professions
are so organised and surely the teach-
ing profession should be in this group.

“In order to achieve greater unity
of-the Teaching Profeszion throughout
the world, it 15 decided-— ,

17 To create a World Confedera-
ion emluaeing the national organiza-~
1ons of teachers distributed amonss
qonstituent International Federations
inentioned helaw.

2. The World Confcderation shall
comprise two International Federa-
tions vepresentalive of Primary Tea-
chers and  of Secondary Teachers,
with the possibility of adding a third
Feacration representative of Higher

inducation Teachers. -

3. Al Primavy Teachers shall be
groupad in the International Federa-
fion called TFTA,

1o AlL Sceondary Teachers shall
be grouped in the International Fede-
ration called FIPESO.

5. Each JTcderation shall have
authority <o {ur as ils iniernal orgua-
nization snd have the right to discuss
and deol with problems which {all
within its provinee.

6. HNetiopal  Assoclietions  whosc
memiers are drawn from the threc
stages of the profession shall affilinte
directly with the Confederation, their
members being divided among the
Federations.

7. Regional Oftices shall be insti-
futed s Executive organ: of the
World Confederation and shall orga-
nize regional congresses.

6. The World Cunfududﬁmu chall
have the power {o discuss and deal
with problems of international im-
portance  concerning  education  in
seneral and o vepresent on thesa
gusstions all the teachers grouped
within the Federations among which
the National Associations of the Con-
federation are dislributed.

Without a wnificd Confederation of
Teachers” Associations, education will
be sericusly handicapped on the world
level.

(—Dlayc 949, The Phi DLLL(L Kuappai,
October 1949}

tie
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EDUCATION IN THE MADRAS LEGISLATURE (NOV. 1449)

Private Turtiow WoRrk BY TEACHERS

Replying te a question asked in the
Madras Assembly on the 11th by Mr. &.
Muhamimad Ismail. Mr. K. Madhava
Mepnon, AMinister for Kducation, stated
that teachers and  headiasters  of
secondary schools manoged by the Gov-
crnment  and  local hodics wore not
prohibited from giving private tuition
to pupils. They might do .o, subject to
the ordinary rules regarding the private
cmplovment of public servands.

Mr.  Tuangsswoami  Nadar  ussked
whether it was a fact thai the manage-
ment of some institutions were demand-
ing o share of the tuition fec inconc.

The Minister replied that ne such
instance had come fo his notice. 1f the
member had in mind the cose of tes-
chers employed in private schools, bhe
would say that it depended on the
native of the agreemient between the
teachers and the management of private
schools.

Svimathy Ammmanna Rajo  ehauired
whether {eachers could give private
tuition without receiving remuneration.
The Minizter replied that even then the
rules would have to he observed.

Answering a question of Mr, M. 5
Majid, the Minister said that the im-
poviant rule was that the teacher con-
cerned should obtain the permissien of
the Head of the Depariment concerned
before undertaking private tuition work.

Mr. B S Murthi asked whether a
teacher c&uld urv give tuition to his own
relations. Tiie Ministor replicd that
this rule could not apply to a falber
teachingg his son. But, if a teacher
undertock private tuition, whether on
remuneration or otherwise. he must
obtain the necessary permission.

Govr. BASIC BbuCaATIoN SCHOOLS

“ 14 is proposed to re-train annually
a Jimited number of LT, teachers in
Governinent service and in training
schools under private management,”
stated Mr. K. Madhava Menon, Minister

for Education, replying in the Legasla-
tive Council oy November 16, morning
ta & giestion asked by My, R, Surya-
narayana Ran.

The Minjster added that re-training
was given with o view {o providing the
personnel nececsary {or manning  the
Gavernment Basic Training Schools and
for the dngpection of Basic Schools.
Deputy Inspectors oand teochers employ-
eebin other Geveornment  institutions
were also sclected for re-training ; so
were teachers from  training  schools
under private management. The period
of re-tranining was five months. For
thot, courses hadl heen srranged i the
Basic Training Schools at Perianaicken-
palayam and Pentapedu. A few officers
were deputed to Sevagram also,

Mi. Suryvavarayana  Rao  enguived
whether the Government had consider-
ad the guestion that, if Basic Education
were to be o success re-training should
Lo given in more than one craft. The
Minister said that, for the present, they
hard doken ol 111(- aspects of spinning
and weaving, They would be introduc-

grl iculture and other handicrafis
and a litfle of enginecering also.

B, V. K John o Has the attention of
the Government. been diawn o the
view s expressed by D, ) R. Reddi on
Basic Hduea 7

The Minizler @ Apart n;m.‘z.it‘z.’nuh
expressed by D, ,’,sgdrh*’l IM tii ;
privilege of discuss 1’*" t;m . wﬁdt
hit,  With great y(%pet 1o lnm T g
to ¢ othot T differ rom hlm' m higy
views in this mgf@- g (/)

M, oulvanamv artn hao ou}\(\d vho-
ther the Governmert had eblained the
views of other f.du@;:;tignists with rcsfffrd
ta the objective of I}a*
whother they wire 2N
system they were {0Ho n, o~
sonance  with  that "’b]ectw??" Thi
Minister replied that the Central Advi-
<01y Board of Education, which consist-
ed of prominent cducationists, had
advocated this syslem

mooa




NEWS AND NOTES

A oF BAsIc Anp New Suconpany
IipucaTION

»
, A.ddre.::siug a meeting of the Meston
Feaining College Fellowship on Novem-
1»011'.23111, Mrv. K. Madhava Meuon,
Minister for Edueation "said that basic
education was nothing more than an at-
tempt ot directing the inquisitive nature
pf the child in such a way as to malke
it aequire knowledge from every point
of view. Referring o the reorganised
sccondary  school  course  (bifurcated
course) the Minister said that it laid
~mphasis on general knowledge, practi-
_ml efficiency and the acquisition of
311)_1_)1‘0\;@(1 social  adaptability by the
;ndividual. The teacher was brought
into active contact with his pupils under
the new scheme and it provided good
opportunities. to the young graduate
with the nccessary enthusiosm  and
cnergy to give of his Lest to train
growing human beings.
IntrroVING TEACHER'S LoT
The Minister, continuing said, that
the number of secondary schools in the
province today had gone hevond a
thousand and if the present rate of
progress was maintained the number
would swell to five or six iimes that
number in the course of the next genc-
ration and nearly half the staff to be
employed in them would have to be
graduates. It followed that there would
be a progressively increasing demand
for graduates in the. teaching profes-
ston,  Much would of course depend on
the financial prospeets the career would
offer. Just at present they were in the
widst of an adversity which prevented
any oone moauthority from holding out
adeqguate hopes. But the present de-
pression was only a passing  phase.
The attitude of the Government and the
public had changed us evidenced by
the recent efforts at providing betier
cmoluments and  greater security  of
tenure. * What had been achieved go
far should not, however, be talien uas
the Iimit of our intentions,” the Minis-
ter said, “but only as an earncst of
what we hope to do and as an index

of the coinplete transformation in the
altitude towards the profession that had
come over all”
Narronar Caver Corprs
TRAINING SCHEME

The Government have sauctioned &
scheme for the raising of 23 udditional

units of the National Cadel Corps
_(Junior Division) in selected schools
1 various parts of the Province for the
year 1850=5].

There are at present 21 unitz of the
corps, each with a strength of 90 cadets.
These units are distributed among 35
schools in  the Province.,  Sixty-five
teachers, who had received military
training, ave serving as officers of tie
corps in their respective schools. '

The corps has proved very popwlar
aud the cadets are veen to evinee great
enthusiasm for the parvades, weapon
training, field craft and map reading
which are a few aspects of the N.C.C.
training  programme. Besides smart
uniforms supplicd free, the cadets are
entitled to allowances. Each cadet gets
a refreshment allowance of Rs. 3 and
a3 uniform mainicnance allowance of
Hs. 2 per month. Travelling allowance
pf between Rs. 3 and Rs. 5 per month
is paid to each cadet if the distance he
has to travel {o attend parades exceeds
three miles.

A large number of schools have inti-
mated to the Government their eager=
ness fo start units of the corps. It is
peinted  out however, that sthe total
number of units sanctioned for the
coming year will have to be distribuled
on a regional basis and that ouly those
schools could be considered for selection
which have in their vicinity an armoury
where weapons and ammunitions could
be stored.

TeACHING OF HOBBIES IN AIDED
SCHOOLS
"l’hc Government have decided that
aided schools in the Province could
engage the services of a visiting adviser
to assist them in the handling of the
new subject of *‘ hobbies and practical
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activities ” prescribed under the reorga-
nised secondary school course and have
laid down the rate at which grant could
he @pimed by schools towards this
purpose.

The airmn of the provision of class
periods in the school is to guide pupils
in the selection of hobbies and to encou-
rage them in their pursuit of these
hobbies.

A wholly new outlook Is necessary
i (he person who handles this work at
school, Il auch a persorr cannol be
found among the members of the siaff
uf o school, a visiting adviser might he
engaged on a small honorariuim and this
will be admissible for purpeses of grant
at the following rate @ Rs. 20 per men-
serm for not less than five hours of ser-
vice a weck, for not more than one such
adviger for a secondary school and not
mmore than 14 months in the school year,
limited to complete high schools with
not less than 100 nupils in Forms IV
to VI

In the case of large schools where
the services of a whole-time helper are
required, art magters, manual training
mstructors and trained teachers who
have a taste tor hobbies and practical
activities might be appointed and these
instructors will he allowed for grant in
the usnal way.

MaDRas FpucatioNal. RULES
AMFENDED

Government have made  certain
amendments to the Madras Educational
Riles to provide that headmasters m
every secondary cchool and atb least as
mony teachers as there are sections in
Farms 1V, V and VI should ordinarily
hold a irained teachers ceriificate of
the collegiate prode. The amendments
which: are to be in force tor o period
of five years Trom 1949-50 also provide
that the Collegiate Teachers’ Certificate
shall be granted also to persons who,
after completing the course of study and
training prescribed under the authority
of the Government of Madras, have
passed the examination conducted by
the Commissioner {or Government
Fxaminations for the certificate, if they
already possess the Training-School
Leaving Certificate of the Secondary

i

arade and the Degree of B.A. or B.Se
ar B.O.L. pass or honours of the Madras,
or the Andhra or the Annamalai Uni-
versity or a Degree accepted as equiva-
lent thereto.

SECONDARY GRADE EXAM. FOK
TEACHERS

Instructions have'ﬁeen issiied by the
Government to thetitads of all educa-
tipnal institutions, regarding the cligi-
bility uf teachers in the Higher Elemen-
tary Grade certifieates to appear for
Secondary Grade examinations private-
lv. Tha candidates should have secured
the following percentages of marks in
the 8.81.C. Examination : First lan-
cuage 35 per cent,, English 30 per cent,,
Flementary Mathematies 25 per cent,
Flementary Science 25 per cent., History
and Geography 25 per cent. and “C”
Croup 20 per cent.

LLANGUAGE STUDY IN SCHOOLS
Expert Committee Recommendations.

The Expert Commitice appointed by
the Government {o report on the re-
organised scheme of Secondary Educa-
tion in the Province with special refer-
ence 1o the study of languages and of
Hindi has it is reported, recommended,
that Hindi should be studied as a com-
pulsory second language from Forms I
10 VI,

The Committee have further recom-
maended that the fivst language should
consist of {wo parts—a part comprising

¥iz and grammar and another part
consisting of non-detailed books and
composition.  Thic fivst language shall
ardinarily he ihe rerional language.
The Comraittee have suggested that
students in Forms [T and 101 may be
permitted to seleet Sanskrit or any
Indian langunge other than the regional
innguage as an alternative to the second
part, namely non-detailed and composi-
tior.  In Porms 1V to VI, the Com-
nittee have also suggested that the
study of the classical lanpuage or an
Indian lanpuase shall be alternative to
b text part of the regional language.

T.8.L.C. TXAMINATION

Higher FElementary Grade Teachers
who securce eligibility for admission to
Universily Courses of study or who
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seeure the preseribed marks in  the
S.S.L.C. Public Examination held in
October 1949 and in future years may
apply as private candidates for the
Secondary Grade T.S.L.C. Examination
of March 1950, They should submit
their applications as soon as the results
of the S.ST..C. Public Examinatici
tield in Octobec (3949 are announced
together with all its enelosures =0 as to
reach the office of the Commiszion for
Government Examinations, Madrus, on
ot before January 31, 1950,

No applicaiion will be received il
submitted after the above daie cven if
penalty iz paid.  Application forms can
be hiad Trarn the Taspecting Officers
concerned,

C1ry HEADLIASTERS' ASSOCIATION

Al the rmeeting of the Headmasters'
Aszsociation held on 26th November 1949
it way resolved 1o make the following
recommendations to the Experts Com-
mitiee 10 the Government :

(1) The teaching of Hindusthani may
commence from 1st form and thut
it may be lefl to the oplion of
Schools o choose whether the
teaching of the seript  should
hegin in ist form or 2nd form.

12) Sanskrit should begin in 4th form
us on alternative to the Jst lan-
guaze  and the  pupils  taking
Sansitrit must be made 1o answer
3 pAper in composition in the

onal langiage

(3) Alpebra and Geomelry iy be
an alternative to General Mathe-
inGtics in 5th and 6th forms and
that there should be a romposite
sylHabas in b form.

(1) Some reduction m the minnber
of  activitics  in Social  =tudies
svilabie s necessary,

The Assoclatdon resolved (o form
“Educational Cwnips and  Jowrneys
Association o Madras  City ™. The
rales Tur the conduct of the Association
were approved and the Secreidry was
authorised to dssuwe o crenlar o atl
rianagements requesting them to be-
come members of the Association.

The Association also resolved to con-
vene o conference of the Headmasters
of the arovince on 28th and 26ih
December, to discuss certain yrgent
pressng nroplems connected withh the
Reorsanized Scheme of Education.

ATHUR

YA party of thiviy-ive sludents of
1 Bomakrishna Students’ Home, under

¢ leadership of Sri K. Krishnamurti,
Lo Lo, went onl an excursion to Ginge
and Tiruvannamadal via. Tindivanain
irormn 19-112700 1o 32-11-49 (both tha
Vc‘,).

davs incl

{1) The party visited the Rock Forts
ol Rajogiri and Krishaagirt and the
ook Teriple of Singavaram ai Gingee,
and cobeerved the historic and Lu“'tuml
beautiez of the architecture. The rural
aimosphere was quite congenial to the
pupils.  (2) The party had a {riendly
fociball mateh with the Board High
Schoel, Qingee and won the mateh by
a goal.  (3) The puvils had a speeial
Dharsan of Sri Ramana Bagavan at
Tiruvannamalai on 21-11-48 where they
recited a chapter in Gita and Rama-
namam.  Special songs were sung in
Tamil to the great appreciation of all
the devotees of the Asramam. Sri
Baghavan piresented this party with
ulessings, oranges and praised them for
their duty and velizious fervour,  After
vidting the 3ivia temple at Tiruvanna-
muh d e : party returned to Tindivanam
and ¢ slaying there for the night
returned (o the Students’ Home  on
Z2-11-719. The party had decent and
vearnr welcomne in all ibe places aud
they eujoyed  the benetitz of  the
coeurion.’”

CUDDAPAH

An dcecount of the S.P.BV.D. Sabhxu
tigh Sechool, Upparapalli excursion tour
ire December 1947,

Lo Camp Chilef-—Srt R, Sabraman-
yiany, Boas, foed., Headmaster,

2 Peucher Assistants. —Sri A, Satya-
narayang, wa, ped, Ficst Assistant and
all other members of the stalr

3. Total cirength of the party--157
hoys and 10 airls,

NEWS AND NOTES , 25

4. Sterting date and time-—-2-12-'49

30 am,

5. Spot  of excursion-—-Vontinitia,
ahcut 10 riiles off.
6. Mode of trovel-—Qn {oot.
7. Programme. -~
() 2-12-1948.

(iy 7-39 am.~11’am—5Study of
the waather condition at school
with barometer and thermo-
meter—NIareh ih  scout pace
studying the spots of geo “yaph‘l-»
cal ‘,m". Oeolo:,lcé.a" mere

(i) 11 am.—2 p. m——--:*‘dcrlv €A
at Hameatbirtham (cutskiris of:
Vontimitia}, mid-day meal and
reat, 7

(i) 2 pam—23=30 pan.--—Ascent o
the hillock closet y~—-Obse1‘va—
tien of the weather condition
at the fow compared to those af
the - scheol at start—Stiudy of
the bird’s eve view of the places
around. »

(ir) 3-36  pme—3 p.m.-——Haiiw;}
statign—Study of its :
train timings. . .
;?x,:..-—v isit 1o the
of the temdle of

murihi of Bhaktha

Pot farad ,
{viy & nan—0f for dis:L.i~

DI isure and nighi meal
{vn) ? P10 pan-~Tamp fire in

the comraund £ he Forest Tra-
vellers’ Bungalow ~— Reritais,
mimicry, fancy dre
ivionie items of absz
resi—aomong vue visitoy
bering about a hundre
village the Enginecr, Rajampet,
wand thie locad Fc-rest Omm,

- enjoved the entertainmen .

(ciit)y 10 pm onwards.~—rest in the
asgigned places.

{b) 3-12-1949

(i) 6 emm~—7 am—Parade.

(i) 7-30 am-—11 am-—Return to
school.

GREAT BRITAIN

GrowN-Ups Go Back TO SCHOOL
In Britain teday hundreds of thou-

sands of people are devoting three or
four nishts a week of their spare time

4

to the acaquirition of knowledge.
Soricus-minded, mbitious, and of
ing ages, they want to learn a new
{rade, more uv"rmc‘"m mote cfficient
in {heir present one, or gualify for

amething beller thon thoy have

The subjecis studied range from aero-
gnsincering  to zoology. If there is
anything the ¢ i uthorities
havenot thoursht of, it only N:eds about
= dozen people to ask for it

wiich toured 2
Palzistan and Ceyion saviier this year
under the guspices (of the Britis
*fational Unien of :

TNTY COUNCIL

nearly a vear now, sorme 69 boys

h making a sucecess of the first
Boar d*u‘ Scheol in Britein,
tained by e Sumey County
il in o £ 300,000 ;.,an:.cn, t in
ounds, knowin as Ottershaw

ional men and boys
lass homes, Gre among
i Ot*.ersha\.r, ang thoyve

LREHIPS  AND
ASTARDS
vionalideal of 19th
vas the erecilon of
ing ' from primary

i ity, brcad enough for
oven 5001 ciild of promise to
climh ‘:i* ce 1945 Britain has come

v near to fulilling this drearm.

It haz been achieved by an experi-
mental dovetailing and  extension of
nezrly all the older devices for assi-t-
ing the neady student. And now the

Siate, hn JC‘:ﬂ‘ government authorities,
the cudowed colleges of Oxford and
CaTbrizoe Universitiss, and various
vrivate trust~-funds all contribute to a

ore unif 1ed asvziem of financial aid; -
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CHICAGO

Stx NEw INSTRUCTIONAL FILMS
RELEASED BY CORONET

Life of Nomad People.

Improve Your Hendwriting.

Friendship Begins At Hame.

Life in Mountains.

Divigion is Eosy.

Multiplication is Easy.

Siz Coronet Faniasies arc presented
in the latest release group—King Midas
and the Golden Touch, The Homnest
Woaoisman, The Legend of the Pied
Piper, The Cow and the Sprite, Rumpel-
stiltskin and just «n time for Christmas
programs and parties—A Visit From
St. Nicholas.

In addition io these special produec-
tions, Ceronet also has released eight
reglilar instructional films that offer
sudiences an unusually wide choice of
acadcmic and social guidance material.
These are—
© Force and Motion.

Introduction to Physics.
Dating : Do’e and Don'ts.
Making Sence with Sentences.
Marine Animals end their Foods.
Mechanies of Liquids.

Keen Up with Your Studies.
Life in Hot, Wet Langs.

KARUR

A TRISUTE 70 4 FIRST ASSISTANT

An extract from a speech made by
3700 5. Ramanathan, member of the
Managing Committee, Teachers’ Aszg-
ciation, M. H. Scheol, Karur cn the
sceasion of the retivement of Mr, L. K.
Remaswamy lyer, B.A., L.7., First Assist-
ant of the DMunicipal HRigh School,
Kurur.

" sr. L. K. Ramaswamy Iyer has a
delightful sense of humour. He has a
sense of humour in spite of his being
a school master, Ancther rare virtue
about him is that he is not a fossil,
unlike the majority of teachers.
M. Ramaswamy Iyer has ever heen 2
student all through his life, growing,
expanding and absorbing knowledge.
An accusation is very often levelled
against us that we teachers are fossils,
that we teachers are incapable of

growth. Therc is some element of truth
in these two accusations that a school
master has no sense of humour and
that a school master is a fossil, incapable
of growth. The teacher never moves
closely with his intellectual equal. By
the verv nature of his profession, he is
always Tound associating with his intel-
lectual pygmies.  Unlike the lawyer
or the politician who has very many
opportunities of encountering men of
catibre or intellect, the school master
has to move day in and day out with
his intellectual inferiors. He moves
over the clazs room as a sort of Robin-
son Crusoe, monarch of all he surveys,
ruding over the fowls of the air and the
beasts of the land. In course of time,
accustomed as he s to rule over a world
of security and safety, he finds that he
has no scope to expand or grow and he
loses all incentive to exert himself
intellectually. In short, he retreats
instead of advancing =nd becomes a
fossil, incapable of humour or expan-
aion. Mr., Ramaswamy Iyer always
guarded himself against this process of
fossillization by taking frequent plun-
ges into the perannial streams of litera-
wure and by keeping close contact with
the master minds of all ages.

A gentleman to the tips of his finger,
an intellectual aristocrat keeping him-
self aloof from the petty temptations of
sordid life, a student and a scholar with
an infinite capacity for growth and ex-
pansion, an ideal teacher with 3 rare
sense of humeour, and ahove all an ear-
nest worker who chose the work,
knowing it io be the corriest of trades
and noblest of professions, this is what
Mr. .. K. Ramaswamy Iyer, appesrs to
me.

COONDAPUR

On 25-10-49 at {he time of the visit
of Sri Honourable P, 8. Kumaraswami
Roja, the Premier of Madras at Xotesh-
war, the Cceondapur Talug Board Ele-
mentary School Teachers’ Union gave
an address on behalf of the Union
requesting 0 order free education to
Teachers’ children at all stages in all
schools.

'

FROM OUR ASSOGIATIONS

YELLAMANCHILI

The combined Tenth Annual Con-
ference of the Andhra Teachers’ Fede-
ration and ihe Eleventh Annual Con-
ference of the Visakhapatnam District
Teachers’ (iuild was held on the 24th
and 23th Ociober 1949 in the premises
of the Citx High Sehool, Viiakhapat-
nam. 8ri Machiraju Subbarac, Manager
and Correspondent of t.c City High
3chool provided free hoarding to all
the delegates for the whaole seozicn.  Sri
R. Buryanarvayanarao, s.A., MIL.C., pre-
sided over the open conferences,  About
300 delegatles veprezentd the 35 affi-
linted associations of the Visakhavatham
District ‘Teachers’ Guild sznd the
Districts of Fast Gedavari, West Goda-~
vari, Kigtna and Guntur attended the
conference.

The General Body Meeting of the
Visakhapatnany District Teachers Guild
was held on the 05th September 1949
under the peesidentiiiv of 8¢ N R,
Raghunadhachori, 1.2, President of
the Guild.  The District Flucational
Exhibitien held along wiith the con-
ference wos opened on the wmorning of
the 24th Deptembeor 184§ by Vidwan
8ri G, Jogi Semayajl, ».A., LT, Head
of the Departraent of Telugu of the
Andhra University.

In his presidential address, Sri R,
Suryenararanarao laid stress on the
fact that before slarting on any large
scale reform of the educational cystom,
Governnient should not neglect teachers
and treat ther as mere antomatons, but
shouid tale stock of the existing cir-
cumstances and build the future on the
foundations of the bresent.

OFricE~REARERS FOR 1949-30
President :—Sri N. R. Raghunadhachari,
M.A,, Lecturer in Natural Science,
Maharajah’s College, Vizianaga-
ram.
Vice~Presidents -—
- Sri A, Somasekhararao, B.A.
(Hons.), L.T., Headmaster,
Board High School, Parvati-
puram.

1 AL V. N. Kameswararao, M.A.,
L.T., Headmaster, M. R. C. High
3chool, Vizianagaram.

Sri M. V. Kondalarao, B.A., L.T.,
Headmaster, Municipal High
School, Anakapalli.

o

Secretury and Treasurer :—Sri A. L.
Narayanarze, B.A, L.T., Head-
master, Board High School,
Yellamanchili.

MANGALORE, (8. K.)

‘The Rosarie High Scheool Teachers'
Ascociation protestz sgainst the G.O.
Ms. 2784 Education, dated 6-5-1849,
making the decision of one officer
{either the Director or the Divisional
Inspector) finally binding in matters of
breach of agrecements betwesn the tea~
chers- and* the school managements,
thereby depriving the teachors of any
judicial hearing, in case of misenrriage
of justice. :

ATMAKUR TALUQ

The General Body Me=eting of the
Board Teachers’ Union (District and
IPanchayat Boards), Atmakur Talug,
Nellore Distriet, was held on 6-11-48
at 3 aun. in the Board Elementary
Schiool, Atmakur (West), Mr. P. Samusel
John, Deputy Inspector of Schools, At-
makur Range, Nellore District, prezided.
70 out of 182 members attended the
meeting.  The clection of the President,
the Secrctary, the Joint Secretary, and
the merabers of the Working Commit-
tee wos then conducted. The following
are electod unanimously ;-

Progident :-—~8ri C. V. Rangiah.

Seceretary ~--8ri V. l.. Narasish.

Joint  Sceretary ——Sri V. Sundara
Baliah.

The following resolutions are unani-
maously carried :(—-

1. The Madras Government and the
Director of Public Instruction are here-
by requested to modify the rules there-
by enabling a Higher FElementary
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of experienca

privately fov Ahe T . O Publie.
Examination of the Seconduory Grade,
without ring. privately Jar the
S.8.L.C. Put Exramination,

2. The D rector of Public Insiy
s issue eorders to tha e

w"]l") nave

quesreq t0 mo
tions facilits J‘*
to apnear
mination &
the cother
now alleweg

4, The D-,Iadl 5 Govermme
Directer of Pub’-.ir: nstrucih

ther requssiod to pass mdcrr
pornu, 5 the children of a
to study i :
having

their ps
class. , :

5, ’F'he 2 cnment and the
Divecter of Public Iu U’“llfm e ie-
rues th te jssne orders reducing the

number of werkin g Llu vs in Elementory
Schools ta 200 from 220 and declove
Saturday as a full holiday.

q. 'F“n I»-n dent.

pared Ior the
chnr 1"3»‘}’ins

ary ur"ﬁ 01 muv teach;zt:z \»buul\l
ahsorbed stnc\ v according to 579:11011‘\:;.
without having 1o cemnlete theiv period
of prob:atlou, on an egual prrowith Hhose
of (mrx{ reeruitiment,
RAMNAD

For the tirst a in its history, the
Ramnad District Teachers’ Guild made
arrangements for the relebration of the
South Indian Education Week, and it
way celebrated with great enthusiasm
in -the wvarious parts of the district,
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wdis e co-cperation of
the various afii hatca associations.

The Ninzteenth South Indian Educa-
tion Wesk was  inaugurated at the
200M S ‘-fidyamla, Karaikudi on 10th

: 48 Ly Sri Saw Gauesanh of

ol S, Subraimaniam,
SLLLAL b a1 R. Srinivasa
Avyar, Seadmateer, 3. \I 3. Vidyasala
welecomed  the  goihering and Sri S,
Murugonpa, Bditor, ‘ Kumavan ' spoke
111 I'ree India) Sii Ebe-
uty  Incpector of
‘Rammnad District)
od on the
s social ciztus of the
chame i

nhu\ ara-

o~

?‘1

sri B 87

v of the Guild ,;ropo-.ed

for md;an

Ramasundaram

On

I}(Lﬂleu vc' thc ten-
cmbléd at {he
Guild i the
MLV v Schoold, Deva-
i, on ¢ The Teacher n Tree Indiy,”
Mulurajan, President of ihe
TooUL weng in ihe chair,

On ihe leth Oclober 1949, S S.
A, achard, I‘lmdmusle;', Sri Minak-
: gh School, Waelusevalpatti deli-
vered an inleresting leclure on “ Edu-
catioy and World- cxtizenship 7 at the
N. 5. M PV, S, Hig‘n Schonl, Deva-
kotlal, with Sri. 5. Natarajan, President
of the 8. L T. U. in the chair.

On 18-10-1642, under the presidency
of Sri.c C. S, Srinivasachariar, M.A.,
rincipal, Rajah’s College, Sivaganga,

{(Continued on Puge 30)

conferenca
P

\

OUR LETTER BOX

Selection Examinations for $.81.¢.

There seems to be o move on the par
of the Direciorate ¢f Education o
impose the order of Selection on thze
S5.8.L.C. students, The Headmasters of
many scheols seem to have got panicky
over the discipline of their students.
Many of the paveniz will have ne objec-
tion to ihe reintroduciion of Salection
Examinations rided the TTeadmasters
of Bchools use thein wiszsly to goad the
students to more intenzive and purposc-
ful study. 1t is al:c pc-intez‘:. sut that
the studemis who azre unsslecied for
various valid reagons ma‘; by allowed
to appear for the rsucczading Oetober
examingtion

T. F., LAVSHINIINARAVANALL
Andhiyur,
Z1-11-18490.

Partialily

The Covernment
No. 2382/Fdn,
cogiised

palaTu e

u‘aft onlv

ey nms:nt dﬂd Toce 11 u'Ju z. \I’—zm uf thg
Flementury Grade teachers huve al-
ready undergene the said course. with
the {irm hope that it «would be ronsidcr—
ed o craft. By the said G.O. these are
highly disappointed to Al,\tr with jeo-
Tousy the partiolity shown in the orders

Soo it ds proper on the part of the

Crovernmen! {o =mend {bhe orders and
extend the vome facilily to Elementary
Gende teachovs also withnut  further
delay.

C. V. BANGIAH.

Pregident,
Board Tulul: Teachers Um'cm‘
Atmaleur.
Vasili,
17-11-1949.

The Syllabus in Social Studies

The Syllabus in Social Studies needs
a thorough revision at the hands of the

Expert Committee that is appointed 1o
report on the reprganisation of Sccond-
ar Hiiveotion,

The Syllabus is rather ambitious.
There iz neither chronological seguence
nor lorchl sequence. It iz neither
Histor nor  Geography. Bren in
Engim 1u sined the TLS.A. the ailisd sub-
1ects of Hmtm v and Geogravhy are s
dicd as dl"ﬂﬂ"f entitics at a cer
o 1 the initial stag

11 ef orence
I*I Form.

T tudy "f tne ﬁoﬂl
f the Cominez 5> may be made in
Forms. At the ond of tle
Fovin stoge the pupil is expected to
sonte idea of the world in which
Then e H‘ AR F(n‘r-‘x" i€

i]uGS
| Telit

red aud

met’?’ﬂr?l,
l(w nad ¢, Headmasters Assn
Mugline. High School.
Abiraman

Language Study in Schools

s graddving to tearn from  the
Thndu 7 dated 3rd Decomber 1949 that
the Expert Commitlee appointed by the
Government (o rapory oun the yeorgani-
sation of Sceondary Fducation, has ve-
commended  that Hindi should be
studicd as o compulsory Sceend  lan-
guage itom Forms 1 to VI. This is as it
should be, Hindi being the Federal lan-
and the language of livelihood.
The study of a classical language or
any other Indian language other than

the regional language, is judiciously

fitted into the new scheme by cuiting
up  the regional language into two
parts—Text and Grammar, and Non-
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detailed and Composition—throughout
the Secondary School course, and by
permitting such of those az desire to
study Sanskrit, the Ianguage of culiuce.
to zelect it as an alternative to the
zecond part of the regicnal lsnguage in
Forms IT and TII and to the Text part
in Forms IV to VI, English will be
studied as compulsory third language,
it being the internationsl language.

Thus it will be seen that the claimes
of the Regional, National, International,
and Classical languages are admirably
reconciled and this must evidently
satisfy those who want to study the
language of culture, Sanskrit, and the
longuage of livelihood, Hindi. To sum
up, everyone haz to study three langua-
ges, the rvegional, the national and the
international, and such of those as select
a classical language, have got to study
four languages right from II Ferm. The
study of three languages itzelf at the
same time it found to be in actual
experience a very difficult tasik, and it
iz still more difficult, almost impassible,
to study four languages from Form IL
In England only two languages, natio=
nal and classical, ave studied compul-
sorily,

There 15 one way of solving the pro-
biem and that is by lightening the
syllabus in the study of languages and
by commeneing the study of English in

FVaortn 1II. Enghsh has ceased to be the
medivum of instruction and the medium
of examingtion. It will not be the
sate language of India 15 years hence.
In fulure the passive study of the lan-
zuage has got to be emnhasised. No
longer is it necessary to study it as an
expressional language. It iz enough if
pupils are able to read English and
absorb ideas. Only one paper consist~
ing of Text, non-detailed Text, Gram-
mar based on the Text and Composition
bhased upon the Text and the non-
detailed Text will suffice. In Grammar
only the main elements may be touched
upon, and here it may be suggested
that WREN’S “FIRST LESSONS 1IN
LNGLISH GRAMMAR ” and “ Element-
ary lessons en Modern English Gram-
mar ” will do. Thus a four-year course
in English can casily be evelved as has
been already done in Bombay. After
all, enly one out of every hundred in
India knows English in spite of 200
vears of British Rule and only such of
those as desire to enter Indian foreign
service need study the language more
intensively.

$-12-194¢ K. MNARAVAMAN,
Secretary,

Eamnad Dt Headmusters’ Assn.
Musglim High School,
Abiramam

(Continued from page 25)
Sr1 Paluniappa Gounder of Madura, de-
Iiverced an address on “ The Relation-
ship Dbetween the Teachers and the
Taught,” at the 5. R. M. High School,
Nattavasunkottal.

The last day, 18-10-1949 wuas the
Parents’ Day, celebrated in the Rajah's
lligh School, Ramnad under the presi-
dencey of Sri. V. Marimuthu Pillui, B.a.,
B.L., Advocate, Ramnad. Rev. W.

George, s1.4A., Correspondent, Schwartz
High Schoel, Ramnad, and Messrs. M.
Rajah Ayyar, Headmuter, Rajal’s High
School, Ramnad and G. George of Sch-
wartz High School, spoke on * The New
FEducotion Scheme and Parental Co-
operation.”  Sri. 8. 8. Narayanaswamnii,
Seeretary of the Guild thanked all the
members and helpers whose co-opera~
tion was responsible for the suceess of
Yhe Edueation Week in such a widc arca.

¢ (Recommended under the Revised Syllahus in English for

Forms IV to VI)

There is no other book of its cluss that is guite so good,
either in plan or execution.

HIGH SCHOOQOL
ENGLISH GRAMMAR

CONTAINING
GRAMMALR, 1DIOM AND USAGE—ANALYSIS
OF SENTENCES—TEANSFORMATION AND
SYNTHESIS OF SENTENCRS—TFORMATION
OF WORDS--FIGURES OF SPEECH T

AN S TR TS

201 EXERCISES
IN GRAMMAR AND COMPOSITION
BY
P. C. WREN, M.A. (Oxon.)
TWENTY-FOURTH EDITION.

f)

PAGES 394,

T Wren’s ~ High School English Grammar” is marked hy the same
excellences as the author's *“ Progressive English Composition ” and
* Simpler Paris of Spesch”. Co :

+ 1t iz cereful, thoughiiul, intelligently planned. and clearly arranged.
+Irisa work of & pre-eminently practieal character.

t It comes nearer heing the beok vou want than any other vou ha Ve used
Or seen.

+ It will tend to make work in English Grammar and Coniposition inte-
resting at every step.

t Its arrangement is admirable, it presentation of essentials lucid, its
examples and exercises well chosen and interesting.

1 It is an excellent exemplification of the modern method of co~ordinating
the teaching of grammar znd composition.
B, & }. COOPER - PUBLISHERS - BOMBAY,

Sole Selling dgents foi S. Indig:~
The Christizan Literature Society for India, Park Town, Madras




OUR BOOK-SHELF

The Chelsea Readers, Book 4 & Book 5
Jusste M. MACKRINDER. (Harrap
Beoks, represented by the Oxford
University Press.  Price Book 1,
2o 3d. ;) Beok 5, s, 6d.)

These are the last two of o series of
live books,  Well may these Readers
claim to embody o carefully wnanred
and  progressive scheme of teaching
tnglish to children. Reading materiz—xi
iz hased on a well chosen list of phono-
vramnz. The vocabulary and matter ot
thiz ries dre eminently suited  for
“hildren  whose  mother-tonsue s
soglish. Books 4 and 5 as reading for
lhe_ Horary hour will help hoys and
zirls ol Form 11 und I in our provines
1o underzrand a little of the English
realien,  Mvstration, print and g{ejt un
are good and offord o 1‘efres-hin§'cc:-1~
tract 1o thoza of Teaders usually pre.
p:.l ed 1or chilidren in our parte.

(3.5,

‘alakehimt Ganithanu for [‘01_113' i
an ri Ii {L. "‘“hl“ll) By V. 8 ADr-
ARAYANA, M.A., LED, arnd V. S, Vir-
L \. ANAPBAYANA, Ma, BEL  (Java-
lai*shmi &  Co, Nellore. Prire -

A

e, 1-€~0 each.)

instrudtion

Mariyn's . Heine Craft, Boek I {Tomil) :
Maemillan & Co, Ltd. Price :
Re, 1-6-0
Writtenn aceording o Deparimental

rilabus for Form I by Miss Tmely

iartyn, B.a., aLed., Home Science Tea-

Bentinck High School for Girls,

Vepcry, the book makes . pood reading

even for ovher wornen who havs to bo

ecucated in these things of home
management,

teport for 1048-49 1 AR.C. Girls' High

School, Madras.

{‘i i’oﬂowiug; are the chiel points ot
eport :-

. Tha ”ch< ol which is only 3 years

voze in sirongth to 241 as against

1!(‘...111 year.

alf consiets of a music mis-

pavtstime “ewing mistress

the wsual elass teachers,

Ten out of 23 pupils were de-

1 cligible in ‘;:"LC Public

exaiminntion working out 4397,

4+ Film shows on iopics of educa-
tonal impovtance and Hindi special
es were canductsd after school
noura.

Almost every Hindu festival was
celebrated with great devetion.

G. Dupils were taken on excursions
to ¢ertumn ploces  in and  around
Madras, ’

7. The Founder—Socretary, Sri K.
Ramiah Chetly, and his wife Devaki
Ararnal l ave been nleased {0 endow

01 be High

dw‘lf g8

Q
o
wy
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3
in
("‘
ﬂ'i
o
o
5

;:»;mem has heen  ob-
loans to the sum of
: 7 the establish-

ment and

> Benefit

rarformances bulld up
Fndswime

Govern -

dearness

1»3’*'mco .
if. Full and halt fed conceszions
were granted 1o the children-of sche-
duled and hackward classes snd to
girls helonging to communities other
than . those above to the tune of
D—, ‘75,‘}0 N

.Heeeipr of the tallowing book:, perip-
dicals and publications is thankfully
acknowledged,

. Fire more thun Water—Notes for
he story of a ship by C‘yprl an Blagde"
(L onﬂmmm) :

r;

A Today No. 22—A colonial publics.-
tion (British Information Ser vice).
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3. Journal of the Mysore Education
League, December 1949,
4. Eduecation in Centrally Administer-

. ed Institutions in India, 1946-47. (Giving

information concerning the educational
and research institutions which were
under the direct control of the Govern-
moent of Tndia in the year under report,

4R-47, 'The information relates to the
= of study and the statistics of
the staff, students, examination results
aurd expendijture.)

3. Souvenir of Jewnnie- A fifteen

minute radio script by Gretta Baker.
(Society for the Prcvention of World
War No. III, Inc.)

6. Statistics of State and School Sys-
tems, 1945-46—Bienniel Survey of Edu-
cation in the United States (Federal
Security Agency Office of Educaiton).

7. Fundamental Education Abstracts-
October. (UNESCO’S descriptive bib-
liography of technical materials rele-
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EDITORIAL

CIE NEW YEAR AND TS

CUHALLERGE

The New Yeur is of special signifi-
cance 1o all the people of this Groat
countryy as it ushers in o New Bra in
the history of ouwr areat land.  On

uary 26th the Parliameat of India
~will declare India, (Bharat) a Sovereign
Democvatic Republic and thus mark
the fuifilment of the aspirations of our
people. In itbhe joy of such an achieve-
tmient, o heovts will be filled witl
gratitude (o the many palviots, known
and  unknown whoese  struggles and
atferings lmvc confributed Lo this great
hievement, The constifution guoran-
ves to all the Citizens, Social, Eeonomic
1f! I‘" m ol Justice, Hbovey of thought,
selief, faith and worship and
stetus and  opportunity.,
zu-c Julﬂm (u ificd in

33

L

FOpros sontatives under the
= chalrmanshion of Dr. Rajeudra Pra-
\;1{_1 have prepaced for us o constitution
which will guaraniee Individual Liberty
and ensure the unity of the nation. Tt
Is a marvellous achievement and it 1s
cul fitting that the honour of being
ihe first President of thiz great chubiic
<heuld be conferred npon Dr. Rajendra
Prag m. whose integrits, tolerance, spirit
of sorvice and unselfizh devotion to the
cauge of the country owl s people,
make hm ominently it for the great
howour.

To us Teachers, this event iz of very
; aNCe. It offers a great
'1;1‘]617;* to uy and throws on ous o
hoavy responsibility.  The success of
> Republic df‘pcnh upon the peo,)l
W ho J‘"r"'n it,  They must be aware of
izeiions and they must willing-
1'«' s;Dd ‘.'.,..dily discharge their obliga-
1.;fma aright. Then only will their rights
be secured.

It is the task of Education o prepare
the future citizens of this great lond
with o due sense of respensibility. The
Constitution has wisely laid it dewn
that, within a period of ten years from

moeat

K

the commencement of the constitution,
the State shsll endeavour to provide
vor free and compuisory edueation fov
ail childven 'mtil they complete the age
of fonvicen venvss The mognitude of
(e 1o 2y veatised if we
fnow L wulation of nearly
{ ot hardly 2077 of (he school-
vopulation are in our scnools:
Tho “rm’i"ﬂ Munlana Abul Kalam Azad
i s adaress of O vt ok made poinfed
roferoneg to hgv cinl difficulties
hizanpored  the t of education,
Henee i w10 years from vow free
camunuleory cducation for all clildren
between the ages § sed J4 is to be pro-
vided, it requires the u,ul) eftort en the
vaitt of Gl people and in this tho teacher

Y 4y A -
Nas oo tromendois ‘-;C’bt.‘ﬂ;].;l&h}i‘,,).

Poliiiciuns and sfatesmen are come-
peilent by circomstances, intornal and
internutional, to boe precccunied with
aifstrs of more immediote concern. The
task of inviting nublic attention to the
urgency of the cducationsl preblem will
save to be hl]\Cﬂ vy iteachers and their
organisations, o that the public may
be prepared to bear the financial impli-
cations of this imperative need.

Our Luoaders are calling Tor efficicuey
in all spheres, In the sphere of cdu-
cation, its importance cannot be mini-
mised. Efficiency in cducation will au-
tomatically  onsure  efficiency in o all
branches of human activity. \‘Jhat with
the inerease in the nwmber of pupils,
the insufficient ond unsuiteble accom-
maodation, poor cguipmeont, inadeguate
salaries for teachers, improper recogini-
tion of the value of teaching and the
Towering of the standard {or reeruit-
ment, the standsrd of education is hound
(o fall and a resolute effort on the part
of ail (he members of the profession
1¢ necessary if with ail these limi-
fations, we are to improve standards
and secure cefitciency.  Thatl is a chala
lenge for the icachers. The Union
expects  every teacher to face this
challenge boldly and with faith.
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THE MADRAS PROVINCIAL
BEADMASTERS CONVERENCLL

In Chrisamas Week the Headmasters
of Secondary Schools of the province
met in conference to consider the pro-
blems relating 1o Reorganization of
Seccondary  Dducation.  Now {hat the
Scheme bas been of work fov nearly 1§
months, it was tune thot the Head-
masters met fo review the position,  In
his presidential address Sri K Kouviia
Jacob had troaced the origin of Reorga-
nisation and explained ifs salient {en-
fures and =uid bow the Expert Com-
mittee's veported deciston in repaed 1o
languoges and mathemaiies, il given
cffect to would seb vight the defects
noticeable m the Scheme, The diseusi-
slons in the Conlerence were holly frui-
ol and realistic. There was consider-
able discussion on Proctical Activitios
and Projects o while realisiag their edu-
cotronal valucs the Headmuasters folt
tbot the schools) lacked the factlities
neecded to have oll the activities con-
templated or suggested in the Schome,
Lack of cquipment, tack of acceomno-
duation, lock of tramed personnel were
(reely mentionped ax wnpediments, A
judictous planning of the activities and
of tie projects may have to be attempt-
od till the schools could Lo properly
prepared for the Scheme, Thouch Re-
areatisolion was e everybody's mouth,
the sctual scheme was mtroduyced all
too suddenly before those in charoe of
scministration hod time (o vigualise the
changes m the school plant that would
e necessitoted. It is hoped thot the
attthorities and the managements would
soon provide the facilities.  Tho quoes-
tion of Tests and Records was consider-
cd at soame length. It is hoped fHhud
this subjeet would reccive the carnest
attention of teachers as it is important
that the abilities of our pupils wre pro-
perly  assessed  and  developed.  The
Seheme recommended in this regard by
& Committee appointed by Government
was discussed at the Conference which
expressed its approval to it in general
terms,  Another subject of imporiance
discussed al the Conference was the
guestion of Audio Visual Aids. The
Conference had the benefit of the advice

of e Speca! Oificer i chorge of the
Visual Bducaiion Devartment.  On the
subject of Schocl Organisation and dis-
cipline, the Conference felt that there
was interference in  purcly academic
matters with the discretion of the Head-
masters which to o targe extent mili-
tatedd  against  discipiine  in o schools.
However, the pravision of healthy acti-
vities, 1L wan pointed oul, had a wvevy
wholcsome inflicuce, The Conderence
canprecsed  iuelf emploticdly  aoainst
any moditieation in the present scheme
of Citivenship Activities, Sl Natiwrajon
who presided over the Conference, in
ithe tunavaoidable abwence of the pyesis
dont Cdect, vefesied Lo fhe ropr
Lo by the leadors o the Hindusthan
Scoul Aszociation in thin regard and
asked the Conforcnee to expross i
opinion op the subject. It s gritilying
that the Canderence folf the geefoiness
and cicectiveness of the Scheie of Cili-
zensii: Traioing and wged for nm-
proved foctitios v schools, The gues-
tioin of AManual Labour oo part of ibe
Corderence wasz veferred 1o hoth by Sri
Faavila Jacob nnd Svi Natavojon and
the Heodmasters were veged 1o create
the right attitude amonest pupils to-
wards Manuol Laoebour,

The Honhie med Ko Siadhava NMenon
who opened the Conference had sonme
very pungent vemarks {o offer in vegard
to the contention thet the Government
Order requirmg ol punils in the Sixth
Forin being sent up fov the Examination
hid un adverse offiect oo diseipline
in sehoehn The Conference felt other-
wire.  The Covernment Order has an
wdverss citeel on the pupits’ inlerest in
studive s it helps o remeve an incen-
ive for shrenuons work throughout the
schiool yeer and throws the pupils mere
on their last minute exertion. We ae

woehit

ssuve that Headmasters complain about

the Govoeinment Order not because a
power has been taken away butl because
of the eonsequent slackness in applica-
tion. A test is an incentive for work
to qualily and be up to the mark. Iis
abrenee is an invitation Lo put off work
till It becomies necessarv. We are sure
the authorities will eppreciate this point
of view wund do whal is best in the
inierests of students themselves.
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We are glad to announce that this time
the Voorhees College High Schoo! Teachers’
Association, Yellore, has put in the maximum
enrolment of eligible teachers in the Protec-
tion Fund. | -

Mr. C. A. Samuel, B.A., L.T. Headmaster
of the School, and President of the Association,
deserves our thanks for his interest in this
matter.

Whese will be the next turn?

WANTED

Applications are invited from retired and
in-service teachers for canvassing Agencies in
the Fund. Commission rates have been
liberally revised.

Apply to -
£r7 The Secretary,

The S. L. T. U. Protection Fund, Ltd.,
Triplicane, MADRAS-5,

Printed by Sri T. K, Venkatesan, at The Jupiter Press, Ltd., 16, Sembudoss Srrcet G. T., Madras
Edited & Published by Sri S. Natarajan
for the S. I, T. U,, at 520, High Road, Triplicane, Madras—1-50—730
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