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College Calling

On the 20th November 1948, Dr. Abdul Haq took over from
Dr. Manavala Ramanujam as Principal of Presidency College. We
should like to fancy that it is no mere accident that has puta hurgx_gmist of
mellow learning in charge of Presidency College precisely at the moment
when the scientific bias of studies in the College is being further confirmed.
“The past history of Presidency College,” said a distinguished savant
once, ‘‘warrants the inference that its promoters were inspired by the.
ideal of providing a combination of studies which embraced the best of
the ancient and the modern, the cast and the west. Most people will
regard such a combination as the essential foundation for true calture.”
When we welcome Dr. Haq, we are but re-affirming our faith in this
ideal of cultural synthesis.

The words quoted above were written in 1940, when the College
was a2 hundred years old, by an eminent educationist and teacher of
science—Sir K. Ramunni Menon. Sir Ramunni Menon passed away on
the 14th January 1949. He owed much to the College, but the College,
especially the tradition of zoological studies here, owed more to him,
His death is a most melancholy entry to make in this chronicle.

Sir Ramunni Menon’s distinguished successor in the Department
of Zoology, Dr. S. G. Manavala Ramanujim, who became our Principal
in 1947, has left the College on retirement, to fill the higher office of
Vice-Chancellor of Annamalai University. A tribute to him here would
be superfluous. The unusual round of personal and public farewells
which preceded his departure is more eloquent testimony than any printed
words can offer. This is the second time Presidency College is supplying
Annamalai with a Vice-Chancellor. We wish Dr. Manavala Ramanujam
as long and distinguished a career as Sir Samuel Runganadhan’s.

Another memorable departure from the College during the year
was that of Prof. K. Ananda Rao. His retirement marks, so far as
Madras Province is concerned, the extinction of a species—the great
Indian Educational Service. But Prof. Ananda Rao is greater than his
Service, greater than his office, For many more decades to come,
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mathematical studies in Presidency College will continue to bear the
impress left on them by this giant of mathematical learning in whom a
high-power mind is yoked with a frail body and a child’s heart. May he
be blest with many more years of health and happiness.

Professors N. Ramani, V. Venkataraman and M. Varadan, who
have retired from service since the last issue of The Presidencian, carry
with them the good wishes of all their colleagues and numerous students,

Prof. K. Swaminathan, who was Additional Professor of English
in the College from 1930 and Editor of The Presidencian {rom 1045, left
the College in November 1948 on being appointed Principal of
Government Muslim College. His assumption of the office isa certain
guarantee that Muslim College, asit grows, will copy the great liberal

traditions of Presidency College and rear a like system of academic
treedom, catholicity and disinterestedness.

The Alma Mater, who is not altogether free from the vanity of her
gender or sex, must be forgiven if she rejoices in the good fortune of her
sons somewhat demonstratively, The new Commander-in-Chicf»-the-
ficst Indian Commander-in-Chief—of the Indian Army is a Presidencian,
India’s first and only National Research Professor is a Presidencian,
Bo is Mr. K. Santhanam, the new Minister of State for Transport and
Railways. It is a longand lengthening list, so that we have begun

wondering haow it happened that Cambridge, and not Chepauk, attracted
young Jawaharlal!

With the admission of Sanskrit, Telugu, Malayalam and Kannada
to our pages, we have almost, if not quite, completed the *babelization’—
in no pejorative sense—of The Presidencian. We are glad this has been
accomplished, for what makes a university universal is the multiplicity of

tongues and subjects it teaches. Indeed, the curse of Babel is the chief
blessing of a college.

And so, the Intermediate Class has been abolished in Presidency
College. (The Railways have, with uacharacteristic speed, followed the
example set by the College) Those of us who are paternally or mater-
nally disposed will complain tearfully that the P

. atter of little fect will no
more be heard in the College, nor will little morning faces shine. There
is, however, no doybt that th :

¢ removal of the Intermediate was a wise
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measure. The speed of a fleet is the speed of its slowest vessel, and the
Intermediate Classes were ever tending to set the pace and fix the level of
the rest of the College.  The air is thick with rumours of more changes in
the same direction, and we are told our young friends of the Third Year
Pass Classes have begun to ask anxicusly :

O Wind.
If Inter goes, can Pass be left behind ?

By the resistless logic of facts and events, re-organization of the
College is following in the wake of the abolition of the Intermediate. As
the Minister for EEducation told us on the College Day, Government have
taken up in right earnest the re-organization of the College asa centre of
rescarch and advanced studies, because the country shounld have at least a
few institutions which will provide facilities for research and higher lear-
ning, satisfying not merely local but world standards, and which will raise
the level of studies in other colleges.  This great change, the Minister said,
would in all probability come with the next academic year. And thus
I'residency  College, almost a hundred and ten years old, will now
accomplish a profound renewal of its being and embark youthfully on the
bright adventure of essaying another series of novel possibilities, Yet
these possibilities are not altogether novel, for the College has already a
proud tecord of scientific research, as Dr. Dey shows elsewhere in this
number,

The College Day and Annual Sports were held on the Marina
Grounds on the 15th Febroary 1947, with the Hon. Mr. T. S. Avinashi-
lingam Chettiar, Minister for Kducation, presiding. The Principal's
welcome speech was devoted to a survey of the achievements of the
College in sports during the year. After the distribution of prizes, the
Minister, addressing the gathering, remarked that games were meant to be
played and nat merely watched. Games, he said, were a means to the
supreme end of rearing in India a race of young men and women of
character and inflexible strength of purpose. Words of sage counsel,
which provide a fit finale for a year of busy work and play.

The Editors,



( By P. Dhana Singh. 1V B.Sc. )

G, b M Ot

COLD D™ pENT )
By courfesy of rin. HINbhuU !

& Widaal g .e

Tur CoLLior UNton CoMMITTLL WETH St 00 Vo RAMAN



Homage to the Master’

It is not my purpose here to refer to the many historical facts
which will always be associated with the name of Mahatma Gandhi, nor
do 1 propose to dwell on his life and his varied achievements through the
long period, covering well over half a century, during which his manifold
activitics were spread over different parts of the world. At an early age
he was thrown into the vortex of political activity, not because he loved
politics and wished to carve for himself a political career, but because he
found that the ideals he held dear were being assailed and the principles
of fair play and justice which he always stood by were being trampled
under foot. It was in a foreign land and against a foreign government that
he had to raise his banner of revolt, that strange banner which with the
passing of time became more and more invulnerable ; that banner which
stood foursquare and flew untorn on the mast, facing the wrath of pomp
and power and the scorn of prejudice and ignorance ; that banner which

bore on it the strange device: “ Truth and Non-violence only exalt a
¥, : , Nation."”

TGOV RN Mahatina Gandhi had the unique opportunity in his younget days
of contaé¢t with the many intellectuals and moral giants of his generation,
men who have left a lasting impression in their own country or in the
world at large, great thinkers, great seers, great statesmen, men of whom
India has every reason to be proud —— justly and humbly proud. Those
were the days when a new meteor shone in the skies with scintillating
brilliance, that great patriot-saint Swami Vivekananda of immortal fame,
whose very first sentence spoken with such charming and unaffected
simplicity in the Parliament of Religions in Chicago changed the whole
tone of the session and made earnest people think profoundly. Perhaps
few are aware of the fact that young Gandhi was also a delegate
present at that Parliament of Religions, representing his religious belief
through Jainism. The speeches and writings of Tolstoy had their own
effect on his outlook on the world at large. And in his own country there
were then prominent a galaxy of stars of the first magnitude in the political
sphere, who, though temporarily thrown into the shade in contemporary
history, will yet find a permanent place in the roll of honour, when history
comes finally to be written for posterity. Such great figures as Dadabhai
Naoroji, Gopala Krishna Gokhale, Pherozesha Mehta and Surendranath
Bannerjee, whose clarion call still resounds in the ears of our older
generation, were among those whose utterances and actions must have
had their own influence on the great task that Mahatma Gandhi had under-
taken. It is not my purpose now to try to assess the work or worth of

Pror. K. ANANDA RAO

Pr. S0 G MANAYVALY RAMANEIAN e M AR HA * From a speech made on the occasion of the unveiling of a portrait of Gandhiji ip

Presidency College.
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any of these great persons to whom love of the motherland was 4
religion in itsell and service at its altar an everlasting joy.

South Africa, which has beena perpetual source of anxiety and
worry to this country, on account of its intolerant and reprehensible
attitude to the coloured races and to Indians in particular, will, however,
be remembered as the country which inspired Mahatma Gandhi and gave
him an opportunity to put to the test the faith that was in him. Satya.-
graha had been practised in the past and was used from ancient times by
individuals to attain their objectives. But it was left to Mahatma
Gandhi to utilize this weapon of self-renunciation for a great national
cause and so to inspire the populace that it proved to be a most
impregnable moral fortress that could face with equanimity the might of
great nations. The work that was done in South Africa, the lessons that
were learnt there, the technique that was perfected then, helped not a

little in shaping his policy and planning his campaign, when Mahatma
Gandhi finally appeared on the Indian stage.

And for the next thirty years, India gave him opportunities again
and again to put this faith in Satyagraha to the test. 1t was unfortunate
that so soon after his return, the great pateiot, Gopala Krishna Gokhale,
died. How he might have influcnced the Mahatma, what changes he
might have suggested in his technique in view of his own more intimate
knowledge of men and manners, it is idle now to speculate about.  Soon
the new programme to achieve political emancipation was putinto practice,
and it caught the imagination of the populacc. What used to be the
concern of the few became the dominant activity of the many. The
placid pathetic contentment of the masses of this vast sub-continent was,
in a remarkable manner and in a very short space of time, rudely shaken
to the core and could never be forced on them again. Mahatma Gandhi
led many a movement during the next thirty years, movements which
gained great momentum and would have been far more pregnant with
immediate success, if the spirit of the leader had been truly imbibed by
the following, and his simplicity, his unequivocal adherence to truth and
non-vivlence had been the guiding principles of his followers. Alas!
It was not to be, and nothing gave him greater pain and distress than to
realise that a * Himalayan blunder’ had been committed now and
and that the campaign had to be suspended or withdrawn.
Gandhi was never dismayed. His faith in the people was supreme.
He judged everyone by his own standards and in his simplicity believed
everyone who approached him with apparent humility !

again
Mahatma

It is not necessary now to’ recount th
during this period. His many sojourns in captivity, his many fasts to
purify himself or to purify those that were his disciples, his great iliness,
his visit to England in connection with the Round Table Conference,

e many events of his life

7

all great contributions to the success of the Indian National Congress—
the these are matters so intimately within the knowledge of every Indian
that it is superfluous for anyone to dilate upon them at length. In fact
his history of India during the last quarter of a century may well be
described as the history of the life and work of Mahatma Ganthi, of his
teachings and writings. .

I would fain dwell on the last few months of his earthly tenancy,
for in that short period he exemplified in a singularly remarkable marnner
the religion that he preached and practised so devoutly, the tenets that he
held so dear, the faith that dominated his whole outlook on life and the
beatific confidence that he reposed in the great Architect of the universe
to whom he dedicated himself and in whose guidance, as revealed to him
through the inner voice, he placed implicit trust.

Those last few months were months of torture, months of acute
disappointment, of great disillusionment. It amounted to a crucifixion,
for every day and every hour the harrowing tales he heard frqm his
countrymen far and near filled him with dismay and almost despair as to
whether after all his creed was based on the rock of the eternal and ever-
lasting faith in man or whether it was built on the quicksands of
opportunism and human frailty! It was thus when his conscience was
sorely troubled, and when his spirits were drooping, that he once more
placed his faith in Him of whose grace .:md benevolence none need
despair who is pure in spirit. With that faith Mahatma Gandhi started
his last and greatest march through the land of sorrow and suffering,
through the sanguinary fields of desolation and destitution. How can
one describe the scenes that were witnessed, the so]z}ce he brought to
anguished souls, the comfort he gave orphans and w1do'ws, to the .:\g'ed
mothers who had lost their most beloved treasures, the joy of their life
and the consolation of their old age? That frail frame—past the Biblical
span of lite, marching on through storm'and suqshme,.through go_cd
report and evil, through infinite sorrow and_ inexpressible pain, abandomng
all comfort and company, and with nothing to protect him except his
his supreme faith—achieved the greatest miracle of the age. Thus was
human faith in the message of a new Messiah and in the p_osslb\htxes gf
miracles even in this unfortunate world steeped in materialism and in
infatuation once more established. And the lan_ds whxch. were tlcxe scenes
of horror and untold miseries, unpara]]eled. in the history of human
atrocities, were restored to peace by the magic wand of the greatest soul
of the modern age. India, with all its faults and failings, with all its sins
and defaults, is still the land which resppnds to the call of the true
Sanyasin ; and the half-naked Fakir with his stave qnd sanda_ls was able
to accomplish that which the armed forces of a mlghty_ nation fatled to
achieve éven in an infinitesimal degree. Bengal and Bihar were saved,
and Mahatma Gandhi felt that he must turn his attention westward and
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came to that city which unfortunately proved to be his last resting place
on earth.

Here it was that Mahatma Gandhi undertook the last of his
fasts for a cause that he always felt was the greatest need of his
motherland. It is not my purpose here to refer to this and the other fasts
that the Mahatma undertook during his lifetime. Many have since
undertaken such fasts, but bave they asked themselves the question
whether they had purified themselves, as the Mahatma did, before under-
taking such ordeals and whether their whole life was such that théy
could with impunity undertake such fasts? Little wonder that Mahatma
Gandhi could not reconcile himself to fasts by all and sundry, and ;t
would be fulfilling his wishes, if those who wish to undertake such fasts
realize they are not Mahatmas and desist from such practices. h

The Mahatma’s last few days were days of intense devotion to the
causes he held sacred. He had seen one great desire of his fulfilled
though not in the manner which he had longed for. India had gain&d’
its independence, but it was not to him the independcnce that he had
visualized so long. And on that day when everybody celebrated the
' great event, on that 15th of August, a day ever to be remembered, when
wbx}a_hon was rampant and millions of his countrymen were foregathered
in citiesand villages, he who has been aptly described as the architect
of the nation was nowhere near such scenes to share in the jubilation

or to give. his countrymen the great benediction. Alas, it was Hamlet
played without the Prince of Denmark !

And now the last crowning scene of his life unfolds itself to us,
where once again he proves himself to be not of this world but of another.
He who was beloved of the nation became the target of a campaign of
hatred and vitriolic attack. Alas, the minds of the young were poisoned
and so it came to pass that history repeated itself. The crucifixion was
near at hand. Premonitions in plenty were there, but the Mahatma did
not heed them., If he was destined to be the victim of the assassin's
misguided attack, nothing could prevent such a crime. With that supreme
- confidence in the inscrutable ways of a wise Providence, Mahatma
Gandhi climbed for the last time the pulpit from which he had discoursed

to millions of his countrymen—and then the greatest of all tragedics
occurred. Let us draw a veil on it.

‘ Mahatmajiis no more—shot by an assassin’ shrieked the voice of
the radio, from city to city, from country to country, from continent to
continent. Humanity uncovered its head and remained silent, stunned
too deeply to realise the significance of the fateful deed. Y(’)ung and
old, rich and poor, prince and peasant, Hindu, Muslim Parsi, Christian
men of all faiths and of no faith, men of all nationalities, throughout the
globe joined in unmitigated sorrow on receiving that melancholy news,
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Mahatma Gandhiis no more—slain by an assassin! But was he re;illy'
slain ? Let us recall the words of the poet :

If the red slayer think he slays,
Or if the slain think he is slain,
They know not well the subtle ways
I keep, and pass, and turn again.

Let us not therefore say parrot-wise that Mahatma Gandhi is
no more. He is more alive to-day than ever he was before, for deathless
s his fame and deathless the message he has for his countrymen and for
humanity at large. Blessed are we to have been privileged to look on
him, to know him, to revere him, and blessed is the country that gave
birth to such a soul. Posterity will recognise his greatness even more
clearly than his contemporaries can. And so we leave him in his last
resting place where he cannot be with the common crowd ! And so with
the poet let us sing, letting him rest on the highest peak of our dreams:—

Well, here’s the platform, here’s the proper place:
Hail to your purlieus,

All ye highfliers of the feathered race,

Swallows and curlews!

IHere's the top-peak; the multitude below

Live, for they can, there:

This man decided not to Live but Serve—

Bury this man there?

Here—here’s his place, where meteors shoot, clouds form.
Lightnings are loosened,

Stars come and go! Let joy break with the storm,
Peace let the dew send!

Lofty designs must close in like effects:

Loftily lying,

Leave him—still loftier than the world suspects,
Living and dying. :

Sir A. Lakshmanaswami Mudaliar,
M.D., LL.D., D.S., F.R.C.0.G., F.A.C.8.



University Research’

The conditions which brought the universities in India into being
in the middle of the last century determined to a great extent the trends
of their development. The old controversy between the orientalists and
the occidentalists leading to the triumph of the latter school shaped, to a
large extent, the curricula of our studies, one of the main urposes of
vniversity education in the early years being to traina body o} men who
could be relied upon for running the civil services and carrying on the
work of administration of the country. The ideas which inspired the
pioneers of English education in India brought into existence the
Presidency Colleges ot Calcutta, Bombay and Madras even prior to
the establishment of the universities which might thus be regarded as
almost the offspring of these colleges. While the universities expanded
the scope and range of activities of these colleges, they did not change
their nature nor the purpose which they set themselves originally to
achieve. It was thus that in their early career, the universities in India
functioned mainly as examining bodies, the teaching being carried on by
the constituent and affiliated colleges. The lead in breaking away from
this tradition was taken by the University of Calcutta, early in the
present century, under its eminent Vice-Chancellor, Sir Ashutosh
Mukherjee, when several chairs for professorships for advanced teaching
in the University were first created, and facilities were also afforded to
reputed scholars for carrying on research in the various branches of learn.
ing. The example set by the Calcutta University was taken up by the
other universities, by some more slowly than by others, and during the last
twenty years, advanced teaching and research have become a significant
part of the work of all the Indian universities.

The inspiration for scientific research in India came first from a
band of workers who saw the vision of a great place for India’s scholars
among the scientists of the world and who also saw in it a remedy for
India’s industrial backwardness. Sir J. C. Bose and Sir P, C. Ray, who
were Professors of Physics and Chemistry respectively in Presidency
College, Calcutta, at the end of the last and the beginning of the present
century,’ may be regarded as belonging to this first era of scientific
development in India. Sir P. C. Ray, distinguished for his contributions
to fundamental knowledge in science, was not only the pioneer of
chemical research in India ; he was also the father of India's chemical
industries. Nevertheless it must be said that, barring such isolated
instances, scientific research did not, for a long time, make much advance
nor draw as many votaries to itself as did research in some branches of
the humanities, such as mathematics, or the languages, or even hist\ory
and philosophy. It is only recently that w . en

* A talk broadcast {rom All India Radio, Madras, T TE— e e

e have emerged from that
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state of apathy and neglect of the sciences, and the responsibilities t.ha’t
our newly won freedom imposes on us to-day make us acutely conscious
of the urgent need for furthering scientific and industrial research.. The

time is now come, therefore, to take stock of what we have achieved in
the past and to plan for our achievements in the future. -

Tracing the development of research in Madras, it has to be .saég
that although the standards for our degrees have always been mamta:m od
at a high level, little attention was paid till about thirty }frearshago to
teaching and research in the University. Even then, only a ;w chllrs
the humanities, such as the Oriental Languages, _Economlqs, Indian 1§torgrf,
Politics and Public Administration, were instituted for the fpuxfpgge i@
training a limited number of post-graduate students, the pl‘(f)i g;s;foxs %ﬁo
being required to undertake research work in their r.espc;,lc‘tlvleJ 1€ s:t waz
first step for the development of scientific research in t s ‘lmver51byt
taken in 1933, when three research laboratories in zoo ogy,b to atr_ay_'l
and biochemistry were established, which are now producmg-]su ?antlg
and important work in these branches of science. Fortuna{)e;; or‘t_ e
University, long before its own research laboratories were u1f t, ac 1v<;,
scientific research had been engaged in by some of thctla %aro €SSOIS O
Presidency College, chiefly in chemistry and biology, ano a sdo, 1%)3Oso$e
extent, in physics. For instance, between the years 1910 an , "tiei
Presidency College Chemical Laboratories had made 1mport121nd conf?-
butions in the fields of natural and synthetic  terpenes, natura h ye?tu ts,
the chemistry of essential oils, of coumarines and ofvartous‘ ot ir c a;sei
of organic substances. The chemistry of en@_mes,such as t‘_e pal;r
peroxidases, a group of complex organic catalys’ts ’wh-icfh,‘to glfye a';:zgg{
illustration, bring about the darkening of the cut- sur 'a.fieso ‘aveg f t}(:s‘
and fruits like potatoes and apPles, the isolation dnd sltu ly 0 ~é¢
molecular structures of the alkaloids fyom Indian medicinal plants, tn'“;
methods of synthesis of the isoquinoline ring system_whlch_ls% gé)arm__%
the structure of so many important alkalmds,_etc. are .som;a1 oP't gd gm’
lines of investigation which have been carried out in i e-h -re51t l:’enf:)l;
College Chemistry Laboratories during those decades. ttf e ou c;‘eat
of the last war, when emphasis was shifted to research o immkel iate
industrial importance to the country, several urgent relszearc l?c fentxﬁs
sponsored by the Council of Scientific and Industrial L<:.s<la)alrc t‘o_ (z
Government of India were orgamsgd in the Chemical 1a orahor&es 0{
Presidency College. The preparatlop.by electrochemica {net o Is of,
intermediates like benzidines and aminophenols for direct co hton co <,>ux§,
and other dyestuffs has been the subject of one of these sc imes, ban
important advances resulting in the taking of several patents have been

made in this field. Another line of work started under the stress of

' iti tion of hormones from the glands
wartime conditions was on the prepara es fr
of slaughtered animals, and several important contributions have been
made to our knowledge of the preparation of such hormones as adrenaline,
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thyroxine, insulin and pilitiine and also the methods of storage
and transport of these glands under Indian conditions. Research
under both these schemes is still in progress. Other departments of
science in Presidency College have also made notable contributions to
research. Practical applications of acoustics, spectroscopy and radio
frequency waves have occupied the attention of the Physics Department,
while the Departments of Botany and Zoology have made valuable
contributions to our knowledge of algae and the classification and study
of South Indian flora and fauna. The Department of Geology too has
been engaged in interesting studies on the genesis of some of the rock
formations in South India and has published valuable information on
the subject.

: Coming to the biological laboratories established by the Madras
University in 1933, it may be said that in the last fifteen years of their
existence they have definitely placed themselves on the map of scientific
research in India. The contributions of the school of algal research in
the Department of Botany are now widely recognised, and reccntly
workers in this laboratory have turned their attention to studies on plant
pathology and to wilt diseases in plants, with particular reference to the
influence of trace elements on resistance to plant diseases. The Depart-
ment of Zoology has devoted itself mainly to the studies on marine
biology and thanks to its labours, the Department of Fisheries of the
Madras Government has a solid basis of knowledge. on which to plan the
development of the fisheries resources of this province. The Biochemical
Laboratory. has made significant contributions to our knowledge of the
proteins chiefly of Indian plants and of their structure. Studies of such
biochemical changes as-occur during the sprouting of seeds, of thée factors
caysing the destruction of vitamin C in-plant tissues, of the protective
tannin present in one of the richest sources of this vitamin, viz., the Indian
goaseberry (phyllanthus emblica ), and also of the part played by certain
individual amino-acids-in blood regeneration, in fat deposition in the liver,
etc.. have . also been - productive of significant and valuable results,
Attention is now being directed to the study of hormones, the chemical

messengers of the body, and their relation to enzymic processes which set
the pace of the body’s chemical activity.

Among the constituent and affiliated co
University, the Chemistry Department of Madrag
undertaken, in addition to certain purely theoret
reaction kinetics, to study, among other things,
the course of reaction. The Botany Departm
work on the hybridization of South Indjan
mutation by X-Ray irradiation of the seeds.

lleges of the Madras
Christian  College has
ical problems, work on
the. effect of solvents on
ent 1s carrying out useful

‘The College of Technology, as can be expected,

- ) R is engaged in
problems which are of interest to various.industria] processe 08

S, such as the

chillies and on artificia] ‘
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hature of absorption of gases in liquids, the reaction of solids at high
temperatures, etc. , ‘ ‘

The Maharaja's College, ,Ernakulgm has also made several
contributions to our knowledge of the chemistry of plant products. The
younger universities of this province have also not lagged behind. The
Andhra University has built up a vigorous school of research in organic
chemistry. chiefly on the flavone groups of vegeta»ble' colours, and on
ultrasonics, in their Chemistry and Physics Departments fespectively, while
the new University of Travancore has been carrying for the last ten
years research work, chiefly with a technological bias, and has made
important advances in problems of immediate practical interest.

With the establishment of the new National Physical and
Chemical Laboratories and also of the Electrochemical Research Labora-
tories, the laboratories for research on fuels, on metallurgy, on silica and
refractories ctc., the stage is now set for the re-orientation and the long-
term planning of research in our universities. These national labora-
tories, which are intended to devote themselves mainly to research
of practical value, to fulfil the need of industrialisation of the resources
of the country, have adequate equipment and fundg for t.hlS purpose.
They are also expected to derive considerable financial assistance from
the industries concerned which are likely to bepeﬁt by t_he results of this
research. The universities may thus turn their attention to work of a
fundamental and academic type which is more suited to thelr. character,
Indecd the ‘results aecruing from even sugh purely academlc. research
have in the long run been known often to bring about the most _1mp_ortan§
technological advances. Itis thustime to plan for a co-ordl;patlor;) of
rescarch among the universities, each one specialising in a sut jectMesL
suited to its location, the personnel of its staff and its equlpmené. : er%
planning is, however, not enough: ‘ In the last analysis, the standards od
research achieved by our universities will be set by the young men an
women who will be called upon to undertake such work. In order thlz;t
these may be the best men available for the purpose, research should be
made at least as attractive from the point of view of remuneration and
security of tenure as employment_ in the ClYll services or 1n busmess.
The crux of the problem lies in our universities receiving .grea_tetl;
financial support, and the country looks to the generosflty .of }tslrg
philanthropists to enable research being placed on a ﬁr}n ooting in nf ia
and brought to the level reached by the countries o the West after
nearly two centuries of effort. The State should also do its utmost i;l
placing all facilities .a&ighhfdlsposal of men engaged in 'Ol'lglélaci r;:se;zrc ,
by way of import of scientific apparatus and equipment inten 1e 011' imi

de research, and of making available such essential chemicals as alcoho

free Of duty' Dl‘. Bo Bo Dey’ DlSC‘ (Lond')’ F'I‘C‘




'i‘he Bush - Shirt

Palest pink and primrose yellow
Are the colours that a fellow
Chooses for his shirt to.day—

I mean his bush-shirt, by the way.

The bush-shirt has become the rage,
With the nincompoop as with the sage:
And all the linen in the shops

Goes to dress these odious fops.

Poor women must be satisfied

With cloth as rough as rhino’s hide,
And dress in sober browns and grays,
Since men will not—the popinjays!

Malati Nair, V. Hons. (English)

By P. Dhana Singh, IV B.Sc,

Ethics and Politics — |
The Mediaeval European Concept”

You have often been told that one man’s meat is another man'’s
poison. But there are certain values which with men as rational beings
find general acceptance. These values have got to do with our duties
and our rights. Ethics is concerned with the principles of hurpal;)c!uty,
and politics with the practical conduct of our lives as social beings.
In our common acts or public acts or polmcal acts we choose that
course which will lead to a better society. That means we cannot
divorce a sense of values from politics, and hence ethics is vitally concerned
with politics. Politics shows the star.\dards b_y_ which the State and élts
activities should be controlled. Practical politics aud ultimate ends do
not coincide ; but if political activities are to bg purposive, they cgnn-}?t
but take into account some ultimate ethical .prl.nCIpIe. To many in the
past as at the present day that ultimate principle has been the intrinsic
value of human personality. While in the matter of ultimate human
values there has been general agreement, different peoples and .dlﬁergfnt
ages have had different cthical standards as applied to political life.
According as the mind of each age or people was keyed to the material or
spiritual goal, its ethical content varied,

In Europe during the millennium between the fifth and the sixtee'ntdh
centuries, or during what is conventlonally called tfhe medlaleval preIno ,
the tendency was to interpret morality }xnder the form _of avcs;. lgpce
there was forged an intimate connection between ethics far}l1 politics.
The mind of the age was focussed on the spiritual purpo_?e o é e universe,
Ethical considerations swayed men in every waﬁlk of life. Society was
understood as being controlled by moral law implanted in man as a
rational and hencea moral'bgmg. Mankind was understood as constituting
a commonwealth of fellowship.

a distinct view of life to the shaping of which various
factors fif:tr;%zsted. The Germanig and‘ S_candinawan 1pvaders, w};o
established lordships and kingdoms in Brxtam, Gaul, Spam and Italy
between the fifth and the eleventh centuries, brought the idea t}.mt law or
rechi was not derived from but superior to the State wh_ose function was ’lfo
realize and maintajn it as a source of the rightsand duties of pgrsons. Tho
them Europe owed also the idea of the worth of 1qd_1v1dual li ertyl. The
Greeks had denied the independqnce of the individual. The C ‘rlstxar;
Church with its ideal of otherworlgllmess served to enhance the value q
ethical considerations in the practical and common acts of men. To the

"A talk broadcast from All India Radio, Madras,
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mediaeval mind, thus enriched along different lines, the ultimate end was
the absolute and perfect good of man and of the universe, and the
governing ethical concept was moral law. The greatest achievement of
the Middle Ages lay in the reconciliation, following the path of the
Church Fathers and the great jurists of the Roman Empire, between
enacted law through which the State operates and the principles of

morality, as two different but not mutually exclusive manifestations of
reasot,

- Already in Johannes Scotus Erigena’s tract on ‘Predestination’ we
come across a vigorous defence of human freedom as against the assertion
of predestination to damnation. And the problem of freedom, it nced
hardly be pointed out, is a problem not only in ethics but also in politics.
‘Apart from freedom, another cardinal moral principle recognized by
mediaeval Europe was that of justice. The notion of justice enters into
every political act, and it is in the interpretation of justice that the
relationship between ethics and politics or morality and law during the
period is most apparent. From the point of view of Aristotle, justice has
application only to the legal practice of the Greek city-state. To the
Roman jurists justice had a moral foundation. It was the ‘constant and
perpetual volition to assign to each man his Jus’. The Christian Fathers

accepted this position, and to mediaeval thinkers justitia meant
-as well as ‘righteousness’. Law or lex sto

its written and promulgated expression,

‘justice’
od for a species of jus or ‘right’,

‘ In any consideration of the relation of ethics to politics in mediaeval
Europe, we have necessarily to examine the views of representative
thinkers of the age. Foremost among them was Aquinas. He is the classic
representative of mature mediaeval thought. For him positive or man-
made law, which is the instrument by which the State guarantees rights
and enforces duties, is derived from the law of nature. The term ‘law of
nature’ enshrines the idea of the absolute good. It is the assertion that
the concepts of right and wrong exist in the nature of things and arc
immutable. The idea did not originate in the Middle Ages, although it
became the single dominant characteristic of mediaeval political thought,
The Church Fathers fostered it. In their hands natural Jaw was some-
thipg that was in the hearts of all men, ‘written in the hearts of the gentiles’
as St. Paul said. With the Church Fathers it became moral law, or a
law of conduct, a ‘god-given intuition of the absolute good’. To Aquinas
it consisted of principles of action which were ‘self-evident, infallible,
universal and unalterable’. The law of nature gave the moral basis to
dex humana or positive law, served as a limitation on authority and a goal
Tor government. When men began to believe in the existence of an
authoritative law beyond the caprice of man, it was but natural that they
should cease to believe in the absolutism of rulers,
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rt to Aquinas's conception of positive law—in order to
to poss;,l;: \f:l‘irgity, it Crlnust inlicate the direction for. hl}llman ac-ts, gf;t
justice; it must be ‘framed by the person in whose hands t}s ; eSgoye.rmgle
of the community;" itsobject must be the common good of the State; a i)ve
all it must be derived from matural law. The insistence that poslltl\;]e aw
was derived from natural law had great consequences for pOIIIt.l]:a theory.
Augustine had said that an unjust law was no }aw‘-‘ at all. \fat m;xnbm
was accepted by the Middle Ages. To Aquinas “every law ll',a_n?le. y
man has the character of true law, exactly to the extent lto which it is
derived from the law of nature”. He said that a tyrant’s laws were get
true laws and therefore obedience to them was not obll_gvator‘y <lln‘ lghe
‘court of conscience’, except insofar as violation would result 1fn scandal’or
disorder. There was thus moral justification prpvlc}ed or opposmg1
tyranny. In fact Dante who came later would permit reformers to all()jpeg
against the actual State to the ideal State where positive law wou e
based on natural law.

The idea that might is right or that the State is singularly fr};ee
from all ethical restraints, an idea known to Hellenic and modefrnhthoug té
was anathema to thinkers in medmeval Europe, though someao t errll \Ygéa
ardent supporters of monarchical power. The opposite adn tht‘?o.r? e):ists
that the State derives its legitimate authority from law an : a 11 e
for the fulfilment of the reign of law reprgsented to the me c;ai;a Sntmt)
the only rational explanation of the relation between lavw”an . the , 1:1 e.
To them, unlike as to Plato and Aristotle, the State was niot su’[}e;lorv o law,
that law being merely the instrument of its ethical fu_nc,t‘lon. L i.go:tcie;:
of law was broadened to include within its ambit moral jus ;ni:e' (f)m:
Ethical considerations also led to another important constilguui  for
political theory. Though the ideal form of government tlc; q tgabe aa
well as to Dante was represented by monarchy, the m(i)n%r'c w?:ers e a
mere ‘public’ person ruling for the common good i;i‘r;1 lsthg?it ? e
strictly circumscribed by the duties of his office. The au mig; ! the
prince was only for use. It was the impact of gthxcs upon p(i f \ there-
fore, that emibled mediaeval Europe to derive sovereignty fro e

popular will.

e source we must trace the idea found in Aquinas and
also Joﬁogfhgsﬁgl)ury that the state arose out of a contract by means o.fi
which the people who are the ultimate sovereign created _socw;as ]:)r civi
society, investing it with its right§ and powers. T.o Aqullil.as }fxld ugfn?ﬁz
rested for its foundation on a social contract. Marsilus, taking ho d of the
idea of social contract, built up a theory of the inherent §overef1gln y 1o .
people. In fact he was a republican. He said that the right of legisla 103
was inalienably vested in the people and that the ruler, .bemgf ﬁ_pp(;mtef
by the people, could be deposed. That was also the view of Nicolas o
Cue who flourished at the close of the mediaeval period,
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" The idea that societas or civil society is based on contract is a
distinct contribution of mediaeval Europe to later political thought. That
idea, itself resting on the idea of naturallaw, by insisting that government
is founded on right and not on violence, at once indicates the manner in
which politics was permeated by ethics. The figure of ideal justice
towered above the ruler of the State. Mediaeval European thinkers, to
their great credit, conceived of law and government as expressions of the
moral consciousness and converging to a common end. Though this
common end was not attainable in this world, Aquinas admits that a
certain minimum of material well-being is necessary for the spiritual life
or'earth. Private property, says Ptolemy of Lucca, isa consequence of
the natural inequality of man. And this institution, according to Aquinas,
Is one of the secondary and variable dictates of natural law. Nevertheless,
he maintains that it isalso a doctrine of natural law that all men should
have a right to the necessaries of life. So he would consider it lawful in
certain cases to take the rich man’s goods and give them to the poor.

Looked at from the point of view of the relation between politics
and ethics, mediaeval Europe cannot be regarded as a dark or barren age.
As De Burgh has aptly said, “The structure of modern ethical and
political thought from the 17th to the 19th century was built in the main
of stones hewn in the mediaeval quarries.” The natural rights of the
18th century can be traced back directly to the natural law of the Middle
Ages. The idea that “might has always to run in the leading strings of
moral principles” is an idea that later Europe owed to the Middle Ages.
It is a vital idea. International law takes its birth in it. Government
can be of many faces, republican or monarchical, but, as mediaeval
thinkers saw it clearly, there can be only one right, one law and one
justice. The end is the same, though the means are varied.

T. Balakrishnan Nayar, M.A. (Lond.)

—

The Sense of Wonder

v It is common knowledge that children are perpetually wondering
and seeking to know the why and how of things. “Give a child a rubber
toy-bird which twitters when pressed. The child will play with it for a
few hours. Then, it will begin to wonder and will want to know what
makes the toy-bird twitter. And before long, the child will have burst
open the toy. Itis wonder, the sense that oneis ignorant of the why
and how of the thing which attracts one, that makes the child seek to
probe the secret of the toy.

" And what istrue of the child is true of al] men, whatever their
age. It is wonder that prompts men to the earnest pursuit of al]
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énnobling and beneficial knowledge. For to pursue knowled_ge eamest.ly,
it is first of all necessary to admit to oneself that there is something
to learn, to confess one's ignorance and to wonder at things.

But let us follow the child as it grows to manhood. Gradu__ally,
the child-——now a man—begins to have settled ]udgments on thzngs._
judgments shaped by influences which were not subject to his choice, or
by such as he has freely admitted. Perhapssome of these judgments
are wrong. As long as he thinks, or likes to think, that they are .r1g}}t
and that there is nothing more to learn about the matter, so long will his
outlook be warped and his growth towards intellectual perfection
hindered. But before he can rectify his wrong judgment, something
must happen to make him wonder genuinely at things as hedid in
childhood, and only then is there hope that he will be inclined to examine
matters more closely.

The retention of the sense of wonder throughout life! and the
cultivation of & willingness to learn, are fundamental requisites of all
devoted pursuit of ennobling and beneficial knowledge. Others before
George Watt had seen the lid of a_pot of boiling water 11ft1§1g. But they
did not wonder sufficiently at the fact to set about harnessing steam for
the service of man. The great inventors,. explorers and thinkers have
been men who retained the sense of wonder throughout hfe._ The sense
of wonder keeps the intellect ever on the alert and fosters willingness to
learn. Chesterton has remarked that we should stand on our heads and
look at the world, and that only.then would we knaw how wonderful it is.
We need not take him literally. Indeed, it.is doubtful whether Chesterton.
considering his bulk, was capable of such.a feat himself! But the idea
implied is sound : that we too easily take things for granted, and that we
need to be shaken out of our normalcy and complacency and stimulated
to think. ‘

But if the habit of taking things for granted hinders the cultivation
of the sense of wonder, cynicism is hostile toit. :Isay cynicism rather .
than scepticism; for there is a healthy §ce{>t1c1sm wh}ch puts a man on
his guard against accepting things uncritically. Scepticism in this sense is
contradistinguished from credulity, and such scepticism does' not debar
a man from honest inquiry. Such a man, even though he himself may
be incompetent unaided to pass degment on a given statement or theory,
will not accept or reject it straightway, but will be disposed to give a
hearing to those who speak for and against it.

The cynic, however, without going into the evidence, decides that

tain things cannot be true. Bring forward the most reasonable
o ts inbthe world, the cynic will not be convinced, because he has
i:f:llén Eilnp his mind not to be convinced ; and when he cannot answer ap
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drghitnent, he will just scoff- Andif it comes to that, cannot even the
most certain principles be made to appcar absurd? As someone has said,
two and two make five for the seller and three for the buyer! The
cynic lacks that sense of wonder which makes the mature mind approach
Truth respectiully, aware that itis the servant of Truth and not its
master. For man does not make Truth, he discovers it. What is true
will remain so, howsoever absurd the cynic may make it appear by his
jests and gibes.

“Macaulay hassaid of Voltaire that he has not left us a shrod of
positive doctrine to be called after his name. The remark is applicable
to all cynics. A cynic can only criticize things, institutions, individuals
and governments ; but he is unable to replace with anything better that
which he criticizes and would fain see destroyed. Itis not the cynics
who have given us ennobling thoughts and beneficial inventions, but the
men who, retaining the sense of wonder throughout life, have sedulously
inquired into the why and how of things, without prejudging the issuc.
There were many who scoffed at Louis Pasteur when he was engaged in
his epoch-making experiments. They achieved nothing, while Pasteur’s
work lives on.

The sense of wonder— so natural to children — when genuincly
retained throughout life, is the pathway to wisdom. Cynicism, on the
contrary, is hostile to honest pursuit of truth and stunts the intellect :
and hence, the. man who loses most by cynicism is the cynic himsclf.
Sooner.or later, the truths he has ridiculed will assert themselves, and he

will stand revealed- as.one guilty of intellectual dishonesty. History

records that the Wise Men from the East came to Jerusalem led by a
star, inquiring where they might find the new-born King of the Jews.
They were directed to Bethlehem, but those who directed them never
stirred out of the city, laughing perhaps, ‘Can anything good come out
of ‘Bethlehem ? But the Wise Men from the East followed the star
wondering where it ‘would lead them, and they came to the opening of
tbe cave wherein lay the Child.

A. D'Costa, 111 Hons. (History)

Our Players
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Our Plavers

Light Verse

The Chemist and the Physicist
{ After Lewis Carroll)

The sun was shining on the sea,
By the Marina Beach,

Down where the students sigh and learn,
And Professors sigh and teach;

And the weary air of boredom hangs
About the face of each.

The Chemist and the Physicist
Sat in their Common-Room;

They grieved like anything to see
The atmosphere of gloom.

“If they were taught some Science,” they said,
“Their joy would simply bloom.”

“( Studeunts, come and list to us,”
The Chemist did beseech,
FOOTEALL “Up in the lofty lecturc room
That overlooks the beach ;

\We want at least some twenty-four

To come and hear my speech.”

Ke ¥ -
‘”“"‘ 2 : The cldest P. G. looked at him,
T . .- But never a word he said —=
The eldest P. G. looked at him
And shook his shaggy head,
Ere through the nearest open doot
He precipitately fled.

But four young B.Scs hurried up
All ready for the treat;

Their coats were brushed, their faces washed,
Their shoes were clean and neat.

Quickly they came and took their place
Behind the foremost seat.

And fout more students followed them,
~ And yet another four;
Students who for once had passed
(At least through an open door),
A Each glancing at the front to see
BASKIET - BALL
The dames who sat before.
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The Chemist and the Physicist
Allowed some time to pass,

Ere they came in to take their seats
(Laid out before the class),

And all the courteous students stood,
As said the College laws.

“ The time has come,” the Chemist said,
“To talk of Modern Sci'nce ;

Of Quants and ‘Waves and Cyclotrons,
And Spectroscopic lines;

And whether the earth’s inside is hot,
And why Uranium shines.”

“But wait!” the Secretary cried,
‘“ Before we have the talk

For we must have the minutes first,
Else all the world would mock!”

“No hurry!” said the Physicist,
“It's barely six o'clock.”

“ What we have found,” the Chemist said,
“ And what it is we seek,

I'l] tell you now —with what we've learnt
From Roman and from Greek.

Now if you're ready, Students dear,
I can begin to speak.”

“But not too long!” the Students cried,

‘ Turning a little blue,

‘For we have many miles to go,

‘ And many things to do!”

‘And at the end,” the Chemist said,
“T'll give the Modern View.”

The Chemist began with Alchemy
And Chemistry besides ;

The Physicist then interfered :
“Let me put on some slides:

I wish you weren't quite $0 brief —=
What of the anil-amides ?

“ Geology,” the Chemist said,

“Is a subject all should know -——m
The things that go to make the earth

And those that lie below.” ’
“Tell them,” the Physicist struck in,

“ What makes the mountain grow.”
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And now the Chemist was firmly set

On the subject he adored.

With fire and zeal he lectured on,

Heedless of those that snored,

Pointing his metre-stick towards

The diagrams on the board.

“QO Students,” said the Physicist,

“(Dear, how the time does run!)

Now you may amble home again!"

But answer came there none ——

And this was scarcely odd, because

They were slumbering, everyone.

La Renaissance De Duncan

Scene: Marina Ground

A VOICE IN THE AIR

O Mary, go and call the Duncan home,
And call the Duncan home,
And call the Duncan home

Away from far Guindy !

MARY

Pibroch of Presidency,
Pibroch of Presy. Coll,,
If you've nothing else to do,
Summon the studenst all!
Come away, come away,
(Tut! Make it louder)
Come in your war-array,
Pomade and powder !
Come from Chellaram and
Neighbouring talkie;
Your foes sound th' alarum, and
Loudly they mock ye.
Come every trumpet, and
Stout lung that blows one,
Come every brickbat, and
Strong hand that throws one!

(The Captains toss)
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WINNING CAPTAIN

If this poor sucker think to trace

His misfortune in chance, 'tis plain
He knows not well the subtle ways

I keep, and pass, the toss to gain,

UMPIRE

I am as the monarchs of yore,
My right who shall dare to dispute ?
From ten to three-quarters past four
(How jolly ) I'm king absolute !

FIRST BATSMAN
(entering)

My good blade breaks the hearts of men,
Well though they bowl, or poor,

My score is as the score of ten,
Because my eye is sure.

BOWILLER

{addresses the Ball)

Break, break, BREAK,

Damn you, break properly !
Oh, could I only utter

The thoughts that arise in me'!

SCHOOLBOY SPRCTATOR

When T consider how my time is spent,

For half the day, in that long school and wide,
And that one talent—batsmanship—inside

Me useless lodg’d, although my soul more bent
To pile up centuries, where’er I'm sent :

“ Will Aussies win the Ashes, light denied ?”
I fondly ask; but Teacher, to prevent

My musing, socn steps in

--------

FIRST BATSMAN

I run no runs—they are not worth my strife.
Bound'ries I love; and smite with careless art.
Often I loudly meditate on Life—
I'm out, and 1 am ready to depart,
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(Sings)

When the wicket's shatter'd,

My name in the dust lies dead.
When the bowler's flatter'd,

The batsman’s fame is fled.

When the bails are broken,

Sweet strokes are remember'd not ;
When th' Umpire has spoken,
One's worth is soon forgot.

(Third Batsman enters to face Fast Bowler)
MARY

Why so pale and wan, brave batsman,
Prithee, why so pale?

THIRD DBATSMAN

Not in entire forgetfulness
And not in utter nakedness,

But wearing gloves and padded do I come,
Feeling distinctly glum :

Heaven lies before me, and I fain would flee !

RCORER

Fieldsmen with ghoulish grins begin to close
Upon the trembling boy.

THIRD RATSMAN
O Mother, Mary Mother,
Three balls yet between me and over !
Quoth the Umpire: :Leg Before

FOURTH BATSMAN
(entering)

My heart’s in the Highlands, my heart is not here,
My heart’s in the Highlands....would I tog were there!

Quoth the Umpire: Leg Before

TAST RATSMAN
{To Fast Bouwler)

[ fear thy prowess, gentle bowler,
Thou needest not fear mine,

My spirit’s in too great a dolour
Ever to worry thine.
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I fear thy mien, thy tones, thy motion, The Prodigal Son
Thou needest not fear mine— '
The pavilion is my soul ambition : Who would pity the Prodigal Son ?

I've no desire to shine,

. When the men of science have found
Quoth the Umpire: Leg Before How many vitamins abound

SCORKR In tamarind and turpentine, .
- . . And ’specially in the husks of swine,

Large was his bounty, and his soul sincere. Munched by the ton

Heaven's scurvy recompense was rotten luck. By the Prodigal Son'!
He stood the Bowler a furtive Ginger-Beer,

And gain’d a thing he hardly wish'd, a Duck. Who, that habitation seeks
And waits around for weary weeks
On landlords, bowing while they strut,

Wouldn't be glad of a swineherd’s hut
I.ike to the one

MARY

Fair wickets of Presidency,
Why do ye fall so fast ?

Your work is not so vast. Of the Prodigal Son?
But ye may gather runs awhile

To blush and gently smile Rooted to the same old place,

And go at Jast. y Seeing e'er the same old face,

Who would not forfeit his hand

SCORKR To travel to a foreign land,
Let not the Papers mock their painful Toil, Just as was done ,
Erratic swings, bat wielded like a flail ; Ly the Prodigal Son:
Nor Great Men hear with a disdainful smile ) bark o
" The short and simple annals of the Tail. Who wouldn't embark on a spree,
And having spent the last rupee,
Return with apologetic cough
Astronomy Up-to-date And sit down to the fatted calf?
‘ had fun
‘Study the stars!” you say, dear P...., Oh, he ha Lo
I live to fulfil your decree ; Our Prodigal Son
vemwit ge. oo But think again ! To study Heav ' i
- Is oft-timesgdangerous to rr};eni‘_m Who would pity the Prodigal Son ?

(Sure Galileo would agree !)

You wake a painful memory
Of ring, and gloves, and referee.

v+ . How [ would, while he counted ten, Lines to a Friend Gone Highbrow
TRl Bl e ‘Study the stars.....c............ Do you remember, X., the days
But if 1 must,—why, let me see— When we had lately learn’d to ttot :
The day is young—'tis hardly three, And canes punished a lapse from gtace !
And Roxy Theatre shows Carmen When dignity as yet was not,
With Cesar—there let's go, and then And evening sun was ne'er too hot ?
(After I've paid the usual fee) It was, I feel, some ages since,

Study the stars?! = - And you relished then quite a lot

- The humour of banana skins.
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When we advanced to Shakespeare’s plays,
You did not criticise the plot.

You said that Aurobindo’s lays

Were quite magnificently wrought ;

And eke in Sexton Blake, I wot,

Much interest you would evince——

You had not still, dear X., forgot

The humour of banana skins!

But now! I shudder, X, to trace

How you became a classic swot.
Quotation-marks you'd oft preface

To someone’s muck on “ Faults in Scott ”:
Bad grammar pierced you like a shot,

A casual pun would make you wince,

And it was clear you could not spot

The humour of banana skins !

ADDRIESS

X., it is time that you were taught NGl O COMPANY
Brows elevate are deadly sins.

Oh, come, enjoy, as humans ought,

The humour of banana skins!

S. Venkatesan, M.A. (Old Student)

Ol YOLLEY BALL TEAM
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SONNET

*o the unbounded empyrean high

Flight I intend ; but, yet unfledged, now trace
My passage through the lower realms of space;
But when new strength is mine, I hope to pry
Into Himalayan heights, where I shall try

My wings in triumph, and outdo in grace

The eagle, pilgrim of far heaven’s ways ;

And at the bidding of an inner cry

That will not brook denial, I shall throw

My first glad notes into the passing gale
But in aspiring, if my wild wing fail,
Shall be hurled down to flaming death below,
Like Icarus, who waxen-winged did soar,
Then wingless fell, e'en to the ocean-floor.

Pravin Kumar, II Class

A New Science

There is a school of thought holding that man’s quest to find the
secret of life in the visible, in the infinitely small, is doomed to failure, for
life is in the invisible, in the sphere of vital radiations. The eminent
physicists, engineers and physicians of this school had, before the War in
Europe and America, made many discoveries and reached several interest-
ing conclusions with regard to the invisible forces, only some of which have
been accepted by standard science. '

Of these forces or radiations several are familiar to us, such as the
radiations of sound and light and those emanating from underground water,
which may be contacted by the divining rod of the water diviner. Itis
further held that there is nothing which does not radiate, which is not
surrounded by a magnetic atmosphere of its own, whether it be colours,
minerals, plants, animals, persons or photographs. :

These radiations are contacted either by means of a divining rod of
pendulum, both of which serve to increase our own receptivity. The rod
may be of different materials—wood, metal, whalebone or more commonly
of two twigs of hazel wood tied together at one end, the free ends being
held one in each hand. The pendulum, whose optimum weight has been
determined as 25 grms., consists of a bob of any shape and of any substance,
tied to any flexible thread. Itis possible to imagine innumerable suitable
pendulums ; even & ring hung on a hair is sufficient for preliminary experis
ments. On entering a zone of vibrations, the rod or pendulum will turn
in a particular way, the interpretation of this movement revealing the

nature of the radiations under study.
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The particular charm of thi.s science is that experiments may be
performed by anybody, as there is no special knowledge required, except
perseverance and of course the possession of the faculty to register radia.
tions.

Here is one simple, convincing experiment for the novice, Place
flat on a table a full length front'view photograph of a man or woman,
Hold the pendulum so that it hangs just above the photograph, holding the
thread between the thumb and the index of the right hand. The length
of the thread may be adjusted for convenience between four and twelve
centimeters. In order to avoid the possibility of auto-suggestion, it is
advisable to maintain a neutra), and at the same time expectant, attitude.

After a short while the pendulum begins to oscillate. Generally these are
the movements of the pendulum :—

1. When held at the leve] of the eyes of the person in the
photograph, the oscillation is from left to right,

2. Above the head there is an anti-clockwise gyration.

3. Above the feet there is also an anti-clockwise g

yration,
4. The pendulum oscillates along the len

gth of the arms and legs.
when the experiment is repeated

wish to make a deeper study of this science or are interested in water
divining are probably desirous of knowing whether they have the neces.
sary faculty. ~ There are three kin

receptive and in whose hands a divining rod or pendulum immediately
turns ; others develop the faculty after Some practice, and to thig category
many may be said to belong; whilst there are some who can never hope
to be successful. Here is a test Prescribed by Emile Christophe, to be
carried on in the following m

. anner:~Scatter a fey coins on a table,
Provide yourself with some sy

L Fortunate indeed are those whom this Procedure will reveal as
divinérs, Those who have not beep successful, however, ghould not fee}

ds of persons ; those who are naturally
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scientists have confessed that
. ut should persevere, for many \ .
dlsc.ouragte(ztsmpts gave no satisfactory results. The rmportan};: thmlgvto
theie ﬁll;s a’n carrying out the many experiments that _suggest ] emﬁse fis
to an eénlious mind is that no detail should be considered ms;gr;:) Z?(?e.
K)sﬁla\lll}gapparently futile observation may lead to a discovery of con
M
rable magnitude.

It is claimed that, with the help d(')fdtheh(ii]l:tlnif%héo[()iiistthii ;t;:cbt:;:
: e studied, w
and consmuimsa(t)ifaxtlh;f agtoolglacx?g \Sater. In the study of an underground
used for ghe tﬁc rod, different walls of vibrations are come across, these
pcam Wlthd eer the surface of the ground which serves to dls.perse.g]e
being .Sprea'kovthe rism which analyses the ray of white light into di eci
radiations 1 e’1‘he plines of vibrations are symmetrical, parallel afn
rent COIC.’urJS' forming a geometrical figure which is always the same for
perpendicular, t of the stream, and are in relation to the dep‘th, thq, size,
the same 'flsPecf the stream, the quality of the water and its mineral
the ctl_ltrsgrt:{;n o’1‘he correct interpretation of these lines naturally requires
nsti . (

;(r)actice and expertise,

i the rod was sometimes used for finding lost or

In-t}lles 1;4;%(2‘?@?%}?2 culprits. There isa remarkable agcounft, in the
stolen artic el' report on record in France, of such a detection o crime.
form of a ﬁo ICT 1p692 at Lyons a wine-seller and his wife were murdered
On the Stn {‘;,ﬁ’d their money stolen. It was proposed to the district mafg\zs-
in their cella rse should be had to the mysterious facultuf,s of Jacques h‘yf-'
trate that recmtl ho with his divining rod had formerly discovered a thie
mar, a Peaisan Aw mar, with the rod in his hands, entered the house where
at Grenob e.d bZen committed. The rod did not move. But as soon as
the crime hah cellar, the rod turned violently at the exact spot whe}fe
he entered ; Zlain He then left the house and walked througtf)\ é e
the bodies ha thé trail, which took him out of Lyons over the bri %e
streets following Reaching a gardener’s cottage, he declared that the
of the Rh%ﬂii been there and had drunk out of a bottle there, as
mufderersbathe rod. The gardener's children finally confessed t};?t
indicated hyd visited'the cottage on a morning. Aymar continuing h 13
three menuaarrived at Beaucaire where he stated the murderersda
K ﬁ?ia yThe annual fair was then being held, but Aymar mi}“age to
separated. he trail of one of the criminals through the cro_wd rig th uph tg
follow u[i the on where the rod indicated one of the prisoners wbo ah t
the -Iocab p;(simprisoned for some petty theft. The prisoner was EIO“E d
recently bee and was recognised on each spot where the rod ha
back to Lyoﬁ?S presence. The culprit finally confessed and was
tesr:ldﬁeic)inetc;) to death at Lyons on the 30th August 1692.
co

. . . .
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fiot radiate in the same way as a diseased organ and that this difference
may be discerned by a divining instrument, There is another method
employed, depending on the theory thatfrom each organ of the body emanates
a certain colour, the colour changing when the organ is diseased. In a
very simplified form, this is the procedure:—A large disc is procured
and divided into the seven colours of the spectrum. The discis then
magnetized by the experimenter, so that each colour represents the
diseased state of a particular organ. He then makes use of the rod or
wand, holding it in the usual way, i.e., horizontally, the free ends of the rod in
either hand, the point slightly inclined downwards, whilst he himself
stands straight, the elbows in against the body, the fists closed, the palms
facing upwards. When the rod contacts a radiation, it rises suddenly and
strikes the person who holds it, this movement being repcated till the
particular magnetic field is passed. The patient is made to stand on one
of the colours of the disc, and the experimenter, wishing mentally that the
wand may react when the person stands on a colour that corresponds to
the disease he has, circles around slowly. Once the diagnosis is made, a
possible remedy is placed on the colour previously indicated, and the wand
is this time agitated when the correct remedy has been put down.

Certainly this method of diagnosis and therapy is not infallible
and is subject to many conditions. It, however, serves to reveal that there
lie in the study of radiations with the divining rod or pendulum great
possibilities of discovery in the medical sphere. An attempt to revive
popular interest in this science should be made by those who, combining a
knowledge of chemistry, physics, geology and medicine are best equipped
for a detailed study of it. At the same time there is the need for a wide
dissemination of information, so that any person who is interested can
study the literature on the subject, perform his own experiments,
thence add his own conclusions and cite his own experiences, in the compila-
tion of a science which, since it deals with the invisible forces, may shed
light on the mystery of man’s existence, of his relationship to the rest of
the universe and of his destiny,

Monica Sen, III Hons. (Economics)

Ro:ut'e~ No. 25

If you examine the files of the Transport Department, you might
come across the official history of Route No. 25. Like all official docu.
ments, it will be a history with a dry, musty, insipid flavour. But it need
not occupy our attention, for it differs very materially from the version
which has the ear of the public and which, needless to say, is the true one.

First of all, a word about the letter-writers, for, had it not been for
them, there would have been no Route No. 25, and consequently, no
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i o0.25. It was when nationalization of transport was
f:lzliitr?;g ?tfrlgggltlet}it there was a veritable deluge of letters to the e(}1tol§s
of the various dailies. It is these letter-writers vyhg serve as 1alarm-c oci }51
to lie-a-bed governments: their clarlon’-’call “m1§s1ves usually start v}\lnt

“Wake up, such-and-such a Department. ™ or Will so-and-so open their

eyes to the fact.” It was one such awakener that made history.

It takes a good deal to put the Transport Controller ;]nto ahﬂurry.
But on this occasion it appears he was really upsfet, SO ht' at ]fw ‘.e;})] t}}ie
butler entered, he found the Transport Controller anncllng f;]n.se‘ \.\tlt 1ft e
morning newspaper, with his steaming coffee untouched. is in itse 11s
remarkable, for he was one who stood for speed when tran§qut via t I:e
cullet was in question. The circumstances grew more mysti y1§ig,. frdtbe
b]ot thickened, as the shilling-shocker would say, when the o cial da E
ging at the letter-column. gave vent. to .so.me mart_lculate expresmgns o}
rage, of which only the words “dissatisfied public... Number 25" were
intelligible. |
Almost everybody has hi§ lucky number. Some have thelr unlugky
numbers too. When the special correspondent of a prominent daily,
ing a scoop, called on him, the Transport Controller disclosed that
:lclinrtxlunlgber twenty five had all his life brought r_)othmg but mlsfort!.me to
him. That was why he bhad gone into hysterics when he read in ghe
colu.mns of a local newspaper a demand for one more bus-route, which
would bring the total number of routes in the City to twenty five. He

sent in his resignation.

i -essor. it chanced, had no unlucky number. But the letter-
writersI_cIcl)snfi‘;cuc:; to be as uproarious as ever. By now they had even
drawn up a blue-print of the proposed line. The new Officer v131tec_l all
the ‘epistolists’, and eventually discovered that almost all of then} 1:e51ded
along the proposed route! But that may have been purely com.cxdgnce_
And the Transport Department thought that location mattered little, as

long as demands were satisfied.

So the Transport oﬁicialsfmeasu{ed gut thqngiseianzcxi’d a:(fn alliit;,lfs,

' ini ing time of twenty fve mi , 1axir
‘rltlz)r?:i:gﬁtlilrglgl (;lfmfcr;tnymlx;%inutes, “which could be exceeded in exceptional
circumstances”. The road was rather bope-shaklpg, thm(xight the officials
going over it on a trial run, but th'e bus-going public woul gtr)ow qccu's]t(}.
med to it. So the Transport officials, who of course are ncfm- u§-g01rlx)g, eft
it to Time to habituate future passengers to minor discomtorts like bumps

and dust.

. it by the alacrity with
Taxpayers Association was stunned .

o gltething l})]a}é been carried through, but recovered itself enough to

(\:\; nlsene an emergency mecting to congratulate the Department on its

promptitude.
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The next day the public were jolting over the route in the smart,
freshly-painted buses. The service was voted superb, slap-up and unpre-
cedented, “in spite of some trivial drawbacks”. Alas, such is human nature !
Carried away by our first enthusiasm, we often overlook the real blemi-
shes in a handiwork. On second thoughts, the public decided that there
must be some fly in the ointment. So the local savants pooled their grey
matter, and it was discovered after protracted brain-cudgelling that
drivers on the route wore their caps awry, That was it! It is funny
how such momentous things give your eye the slip! So the letter-writers
begarn to thrash out the theme in the newspaper columns, but finally
decided that it would be sacrilege to discuss such lofty themes as awry

head-gear in petty piddling newspapers.

. But letter-writers cannot lie low for long. To them to rest is to rust,
- You never know how insistent they can be, unless you happen to bein a
responsible post. This time they came out with a demand that there
should be more buses between the termini of Route No. 25, but spread
out on different routes. The idea behind it was that of two gigantic
'octopuses, with their long tentacles groping through the heart of a great
City. It would not strike us ordinarily, with our limited vision. But
imagine an observer poised above the City : he would see these meander-
ing tentacles, the life-links of a city, bearing the millions of bus-travelling
citizens on their daily missions. This was the grandiose sentiment that
inspired these progressives. But we are growing poetical, I fear

--------

No. 25 had come into being. Now there was 25A to follow it.
But the letters of the alphabet seemed to be inseparables; for 25A was
followed by 25B, this by 25C, and so on. That was the time the great
nomenclature controversy popped up, for there was the imminent danger
of the a)phabet getting exbausted. ‘Che upshot was that on using up the
alphabet, they now tacked on. Roman numerals, such as 235A1 and 25A11
and so oen. - : B

Now the plan of the routes was rather peculiar. For a certain
“distance fram the termini, which were common to all, the routes coincid-
~-ed, and then branched off. Drivers of different buses, who were carrying

on running conversations from their seats, grew so reluctant at this point
to tear themselves from one another that they braked there to continune
the communion. From the parting of the routes onwards, things would go
smoothly (except for the jolts), till the routes met again. Here the drivers
would greet one another with the ebullience and exuberance of long-
parted brothers. After which they would demonstrate the joy in their
hearts by non-stop blasts on the horn and reckless spurts of speed far in
excess of the speed limit. ~

Just as this was becoming more and more of a nuisance, another
problem popped up. Itis funny how when one problem has been dealt
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with, others crop up Hydra-like. Inspite of » times the number of buses,
the queues at the termini never tende'd to decrease in length. What was
worse, a queue was often so long that it had to be folded upon itself, and
as there were quite a number of them, they often got entangled with one,
another, and queues often found themselves getting into the wrong buses

with no hope of getting out.

It was finally decided that the problem of the queuesand the’
drivers could only be due to the affinity in the names of the various routes.
25 Al, 25 A 1I, 25 B1and so on, all served “to give the employees a warm
fraternal feeling, which, though extremely commendable in itself, was
highly detrimental to the efficiency of Government Bus-Transport.
And as for the queues, a queue, though made up of intelligent individuals,
is, on the whole, a blind fumbling monster given to confused and clumsy

behaviour.

The Transport Controller actually wore a smile on his severe coun-
tenance as he signed the order for the alteration of numbers. The routes
after 25 became 26, 27 and so on.

There is little doubt that the official history of Route No. 25
would be a very different version. o

.Pravin Kumar, 1I Class

Prof. K. Ananda Rao

The retirement of Prof. K. Ananda Rao in September 1948 after
twenty nine years of association with Presidency College as Professor of. -
Mathematics marks the departure from the College of yet another of the -
early race of giants. His gift of persuasion, - his sense of humour, his
sweetness of nature, his wide catholicity, his abiding concern for the wel-
fare of the students and his passionate deyot:on to the cause of his subject
had made him an institution in l?resxdency College. Though he was
connected only with the Mathematics Department, everywhere in the -
College his influence reigned and his personality was in evidence. . ,

Prof. Ananda Rao is the grandson of Kanchi Sama Rao, Tahsildar
at Saidapet, and the second son qf Dewa}n Bahadur C. Knshnaswagm Rao,
who, after a distinguished career in Presidency College and coming out
first in the Presidency in the B. L. examination, rose to the position of
District Judge and even acted for sometime as Iudge‘ of the High court.
Ananda Rao was born at Madras on the 2lst September 1893. An

" aristocrat by birth and up-bringing, Ananda Rao inevitably joined Presis

College—the College for aristocrats, not only aristocrats of wealth
gﬁ??;istocra%s of the intellect—in 1909  after a .brilliant career in- the
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Hind'u High School, Triplicane. Presidency College had a fascination
fpl: him even while he was yet a high-school ‘student. With immense
pride he would recall how he used to visit this institution in those days
with his unc!e, slyly hiding behind the latter as the Principal passed by‘
He remained in this College as a student for five years till he passed 03}'
in 1914 very high among the first batch of Mathematics Honours graduate
produced by this institution. He was the recipient of the Lord El hinS
stone Scholarsh_lp, the Governor’s Scholarship and the Mahara'[?\ oi
Vizianagaram Prize-—all much-coveted awards. He then went to En JLl;md
for hl_gh?r studies in Mathematics and had an equally distinguished cgareer
in King’s College, Cambridge. In 1916 he passed the bMatbematiC'll
Tripos. He won the Smith’s Prize in 1918. On his return to Inditx
Ananda Rao was appointed Professor of Mathematics in Presidehc; :
College on the 7th July 1919. This Smith’s Prizeman and Wranglet)"
having entered service in 1919 as a Professsor in his twenty-sixth year’
continued in the chair till he laid down his office last year, thus turning
his back on the high offices of Principal of this Colleée (he acted ai
Principal only for a very short time between the 1st August 1940 and the
22nd November 1940 during Mr. Papworth’s absence) and Director of
Public Instruction, which he could have had for the picking. What he
has rejected in power and influence amounts to more than what most
others aspire after and sleeplessly strive to secure. But as Dr. Vijaya
Raghavan of Andhra University said the other day : “It is fortunate that
Ananda Rao should have turned his back on these offices; for, while
there are very many persons to fill these posts-quite efﬁcientfy there are
after all, very few Ananda Raos to be eminent mathematicians.” o

-+ " “Though the tall, slim, be-spectacled Ananda Rao strike 1
sight as the physical correlative of the Euclidean definition f)fo;f egz.(tmf:;stf
rical straight line, he was the most impressive personality of the College
Being endowed with an analytical mind, he is able to tackle even tghe;
most complex of problems with superb precision and masterly ease. . The
clarity of his analysis and the closeness of his reasoning are matchless. He
f.euld- arouge interest in the sqb]ect no less in the minds of the dullest 'than
in !hose.of the brightest. His range and reach and his grasp of detail ar
of ths. highest v?rder». _In short, he is Mathematics on two legs. His pa ;
on ‘“Lambert’s Serles” published in the Proceedings of the L(ﬁldper
Mather’natxcal Soc1’<;:ty and made use of by Prof. Hardy, his “Not on
‘I‘-Iardy s Theorem” which won him the Smith's Prize, and his drtic?e .32
The Boundary Behaviour of the Elliptic Theta Functions” published i
Acta Mathematica are but a few of his contributions to tge bod oI}
mgthgmatx.cal knowledge. These apart, his development of the Taubg’rian
T leofem 13 hailed by mathematicians as having very high theoretical
value. His way of handling classes is unique. Proving a lemma thah
is applied for proving certain very important propositions, he would ‘;c ‘
in his inimitable way, “The simplicity of the proof doesn't compare wﬁ'ry;
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the excellence of the result.” In the same breath, he would say: “What 1
do here may not be considered important from the examination point of
view; and I know the soleand sufficient condition for a passin an exami-
nation consists in knowing what to omit.” Perhaps what he did was not
very important from the examination point of view. DBut who can
measure the impression that it made on the student who had heard for a
few hours Ananda Rao's great exposition of complicated problems,
proceeding from the very fundamentals and thereby inculcating the

essentials of mathematics in the young minds?

But, great as he is as a mathematician, it is not Ananda Rao the
mathematician but Ananda Rao the man, with a great heart simple and
trustful as a child's, that is the idol of the students. His personality has a
unique glamour. His name is a_magic spell. Students and staff have
deemed it an honour to work under his inspiring guidance. This man,
who is the symbol of simplicity, purity and wisdom, is of all types of
teachers the very highest. Several stories are associated with his name.
Students go about saying that on one occasion Ananda Rao said
that if a student knew that (A+B)Z=A* +2AB+B?2, he must be given his
degree! The veracity of this anecdote is disputable. DBut everyone
knows how little faith he had in examinations as a method of assessing
abilities or attainments. And generations of Ananda Rao’s students
regard as their proudest possession not the couple of English letters which
they can suffix to their names but the being known as Ananda Rao's
students. Many precious memories of him will his students and’colleagues
cherish with love and veneration fot several years to come. May his
retired life be long and filled with health and happiness, :

_ A. K. Srinivasamurthy, B.A,, II P.G. (Mathematics)

Prof. S. G. Manavala Ramanujam

“ Come in,” sajd a voice from within the room, in answer to my
knocking. [ entered with a little trepidation and found myself facing a
young gentleman, about thirty-five, polished rather than smart, fastidiously
dressed and wearing an inconspicuous moustache, writing busily. .On the
table were a few books and writing materials strikingly tidy and orderly.
“Fhat was how I first met Dr. S, G. Manavala Ramanujam. It was on the
2nd July 1928—within a year of his appointment as Professor of Zoology
in Presidency College. : ' .

. After my business with him which was in connection with my
admission to the B.A. Class, I left the room with the impression that the
Professor of Zoology wasa polite but strong and silent. man. This is the
first impression that he makes on cverybody. It did not take me long, it

Cl
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has not taken anybody long, to realize that beneath this forbidding
exterior lie a heart full of compassion and sympathy and a nature soft and
affectionate. The closer I got to him, the more I could see his intense
humaneness and his concern for the happiness and welfare, particularly, of
those entrusted to his care as students of zoology in Presidency College.

He has, of course, his likes and dislikes—who has'nt? He did like
some more than the others and was not even in his benefactions. And
that is but human. Human nature is not like the deep sea, still and
changeless; it is rather like the breakers, ebbing and flowing. Itisan
accident who gets to the crest and who to the trough. But in Prof.
Ramanujam’s case, the trough itself is good for the going.

) His suavity and politeness have the hall-mark of perfection, his
affability and considerateness the stamp of ingrained culture. He is never
tired of trying to convince others. Nobody ever left his room without the
satisfaction of having got a patient hearing and the fullest consideration.
He has been accommodating and explanatory; often to a fault, even to the
extent of causing uneasiness to his associates and assistants by his side.

He suffers from what Presidencians will consider ‘an incurable
deficiency’—he is not a product of Presidency College. He is an alumnus
of Madras Christian College and Imperial College, London. Trained in
the atmosphere and soaked in the traditiops of Madras Christian College,
he found himself uncomfortable in the aristocratic and care-free atmos-
phere of Presidency College, which made him for long withdraw into
himself. Nor did he make a secret of it. He often used to say he was
much happier when he was on the staff of Christian College. It has been
said that a reasonable man adjusts himself to his surroundings. But an
unreasonable man—through such as he, progress ultimately comes—tries
to adjust the surroundings to him. Dr. Ramanujam has that progressive
unreasonableness in him. True to his own nature, he tried to change his
Department and later, as Principal, the College. But tradition is stronger
than the strongest man. Dr. Ramanujam it was that changed. Towards
the latter part of his career in this College, he did acquire some of the mental
ingredients that are uniquely Presidencian. He could participate in the
Departmental cricket match, and enjoy the good-humoured leg-pulls and
other indoor games in which the Presidencians take great delight !

As a teacher he is not of the common run. The keenness of his
intellect and the intensely scientific outlook behind his zoological erudition
made his teaching a treat to his students who can never forget his smallish
figure on the platform pouring out his mind not in the form of traditional
class-room lectures but as a spontaneous effusion not concerned with
examination or text-book. His views on biological problems are often
audacious. They bear the courage of his convictions. On occasion he
has astounded his colleagues and even the public with theories which werg
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contrary to accepted notions. The theories may bz right or wrong —after
all, theories are theories. But what is notable is the intellectual courage
shown in putting them forth, which marks him out asa true scientist.
This quality has pervaded all his lectures and scientific work.

In guiding the practical work of his students, his unrelenting insis-
tence on accuracy and on reliance on one’s own observations, whatever
the reference books may say, has beenthe main feature. This, though not
always easy to carry out, did inculcate in his students in the long run those
qualities which are the sinz qua non of success in the study of science.
Keeping an open mind, whatever one's theoretical accomplishments may
be, is a habit which Dr. Ramanujam’s students owe to him. This habit
is an essential and invaluable element of the mental make-up of anyone
aspiring to a career in science. No student of his ever left the portals of
the College without imbibing the research outlook and the attitude of one
out to seek and find.

The acquisitions of the scientist are not all that he has. They are
only the carefully built superstructure on an innate nature pulsiting
with warm human qualities. Nobody is likeable for being an' ultra-
scientist. If Dr. Ramanujam is liked by all who come in contact with
him, it is because beneath his rather hard exterior flows a warm current
of kindly affection and sympathy. He is very orthodox in ordinary
matters. He cannot pooh-pooh the spook or the evil eye, nor bring him-’
self to believe that modern girls can take care of themselves, He hates the
whistler and abhors the smoker, and. can take to task a subordinate who
appears without a collar. His ideas on discipline are set and rigid, though
in his dealings he is soft and compassionate.

At the end of twenty years of distinguished service in the Depart-
ment of Zoology, he was called upon to preside over the .destil‘n?es of this
institution for two years. ‘“Discontent”, said Oscar Wilde, “is the first
step in the progress of a man ora nat.ion." Discontent h:}d been surging
in him all the time. No wonder he could not help introducing an
vhusually large number of reforms during this short period.

On the 20th of November 1948 he handed over charge of the
College to Dr. Haq, ‘'to assume his new office as Vice-Chaucellor of
Annamalai University.. May he live long to serve in that wider sphere

S

with equal distinction and success.

P. K. Menon, M.A,



An Economist to his Sweetheart

{ Extract from a Letter)
Dearest,

. When the postman brought yesterday a letter which was
insufficiently stamped, I swore at him and its writer as 1 paid the excess,
but when I found, on opening it, that it was from you, oh, how overjoyed
I was and how great was the consumer’s surplus that I felt! Vou begin
to write, it seems, having nothing else to do, and you stop almost imme-
diately having nothing else to say. The infrequency of - your letters had
led to severe depression and suspension of all normal activity on my part ;
but since yesterday my mind is on the boom once again and I am on the
road to recovery. Of late 1 had begun to notice with alarm that my love
for you was securing diminishing returns and that the marginal utility of
every letter of mineto you was lower than its predecessor’s. But no!
You operate under the law of constant returns and write to me again and
again with the perennial freshness of the morn's break.

Beauty, said an artist to me, is the wealth of life, but we economists
bold that wealth is the beauty of life. There is no substitute for you,
darling, and my demand for your love is entirely inelastic, as it is almost a
necessary for the sustenance of my life. There are only two places on the

earth where I can possibly live——one where you are, and the other where
you are not ! :

I am thinking of the good old days. It was extremely kind of you
to have conferred your favours upon me of all the young men who, under
conditions of open market competition, had made a demand on you.
To-day I enjoy a monopoly of your love. Oh, do you remember the happy
days when, under the canopy of the star-studded sky, on the lonely moon-
lit beach, with the wavelets winking and giggling at us, you and I planned
the organisation of our future business of life? And you consented to a
life-partnership with me, with unlimited liability, of course. At that time
I was terribly upset, having lost my balance (in the bank) ; and I made it
plain to you that I would be simply banking on your currency and that my
interest might accumulate only on the productivity -of your capital, and
you agreed to invest all your capital in our partnership concern, myself
reaping the net profit as the entrepreneur for risk-taking in the marital
adventure. ‘After all, money is what it does, and what can it not do?
Remember, angel dear, how materially beneficial our partnership would
be! Division of labour between us would lead to increased efficiency in
the management of domestic affairs. 1 shall take charge of sewing
buttons, cooking eggs, washing clothes and tending the kids. All the
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i i into your hands

1 of the foreign affairs of our home I should put in \

?r?:lturgin(é the rightgto borrow and repay. If you insist on it, I shall even
concede that I may borrow and you may repay.

i dear! You are the
Dearest, how high I value you, you are so de
rarest gem, ma’y I say,bof purest ray serene, to put itina nut-shell and
effect economy in wWords.......eveens

P.K.K. M,

Covering College

last term is the time to feel sorry for yourself. _The best
nourishgdhgynicism about College with a capital (; becomes .brltt’le ; dthe
wisest undergrad professions of a desire to be ‘done with it a(lil tend to
sound unconvincing. Unsatisfactory tczo, so you tell yourself an dapfyone
who will listen to you that College isn’t ‘ the same anymore. And i lzrolu
aren’t careful, you find yourself getting sentimental about the wh ole
thing. Every feature of the place thrusts its associations on you, you have
to walk past lonely corners very fast, if you don’t want to be caught up 13
a day-dream. But if you don’t lqok out, if you stop back from.a crow
to tie your shoe-laces or light a cigarette—say on the steps leading 2‘1? to
the Canteen from Fyson Park—you are back in a Weapon Training C assi
you had in your Recruit days just there—you remember the perpetua
swirl of dry leaves in the corner—you look for the grotesquefhttle pla?l:
growing out of a crack in the wall of the Staff Bath-Room. If you gvg
down a corridor alone, you re-live the chastening experience of being
nabbed by a Prof. just there for cutting a lecture. You hurfry up the
central staircase —you remember the far-famec! staircase rules of a bygox}xfe
age. All very disturbing. And if you fion t keep a hold on yourself,
when you reach the first floor landing, you'll find yourself leaning over }tlhe
bannisters over the ageless black and white below and saying w;th that
sinful old tentmaker of Naishapur:— .

"Tis all a chequer-board of Nights and Days
Where Destiny with Men for Pieces plays :
Hither and thither moves, and mates, and slays,
And one by one back in the Closet lays.

Upon which it is to be hoped that you will be thoroughly ashamed
of yoursélf for quoting Khayyam is the last inﬁrmlty' of an undergrad
mind. An,d you frightened poor Miss..., who was coming up, out of her
wits.
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_ But College has changed—and not merely in the heightened
imagination of exam-haunted seniors. The Junior Inter has gone, and
staff tempers, it is reported, have improved (groans and cheers respectively).
The old verandah behind the Languages Department has been walled
around, and ugly barred windows which don’t ‘belong’ putin (groans).
‘The doors of all the rooms in the Central Block, north of the Powell Statue,
have been planked up. The Office has been shifted upstairs to the
English Honours Library. The old office is now a dark reproachful
vacancy. We politely refrain from groaning.

* * * *

The U. O. T. C. is dead—(Prolonged and irreconcilable groans).
The Corps had existed for twenty five long years, and had painfully built
up a few traditions in the face of ridicule and heart-breaking neglect. True,
it had also acquired certain habits which were not wholly desirable—but
nothing which could be cured by wholesale extermination—nothing in fact
which was not inherent in the very idea of regimentation. The U.O.T.C.
might-have at least been given a decent burial—especially the College
Company, which was the oldest in the 1st Madras Battalion (the old 5th).

Ne oue, least of all those who knew it best, would claim perfection for it.
But three or four years in the Corps did provide a person with an element
of discipline which made a lot of difference to him. And it was at least

a much better thing than the farcical compulsory physical training that
we:cling to so fanatically.

The N. C. C. wil], intime, take the place of the U.O. T. C., and
we wish it the best of luck. Lieatenant Raghavan reports that recruit-

ment is fairly satisfactory, with almost all the eligible ex-U.O. T. C.
personnel wanting to join.

l‘i! COLLEGE CooP

CANIEEN

* * * *

We bave lost the Duncan again, and our bard has something to say
about it. This time it was to Pachaiappa’s—a very narrow defeat. [t
has been a bad year for sport. [I'll leave it to our skippers to whitewash
it how they will.

The Union has had a bad time too, rocked on the waves of
expetiment and innovation. Let us hope we’ll go back next year to the
old Union, with its colourful terminal, or at least half-yearly, elections.

* * * *

. Perhaps the most welcome change effected this year has been to
the Canteen which is now being run by the Marina Restaurant. The

prices of certain items are high, but the general opinion is that the
cleanliness and the service are worth it. The old Canteen was very
old-fashioned indeed. And those agonizing quewes at the counters.... !

et

8y P. Dhana Singh, IV B.Se,
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No, we have no regrets on that score. The Marina Restaurant is of course
the main attraction—tho’ Pichu's (or what used to be Pichu's) down
Pycroft's Road is as full as ever.

* * * ¥*

We would fain end on a nostalgic note. But nostalgia is a personal
sentiment and ought to be kept under your hat as much as (for example)
your private feelings about your professors. And anyway why nostalgia
for so trivial a thing as College with a capital C? Who are those that
lament leaving College most 7 The flops, says someone. Sezyou, say we.
That is, we don’t know. But we challenge the charge of triviality:

“Say not a small event! Why ‘small P
Costs it more pain that this ye call
A ‘great event’ should come to pass

Than that?”
* * * *
And we offer a few answers to the question: “What would you

miss most about College ?”’*

"' ‘A swot :--“ The Library and the elaborate discouragements of its

use.

A College Cricketer :—" The Arts vs. Science Match.”

A Chemisiry Main Senior:—“ H,S and allied stinks.”

An English Honours Back-Bencher : —" Sercna reading across the
corridor.”

' A‘Mathematicsf'lonours Back-Bencher :—(Drily to above) “Shah
Jehan and the Portuguese Ambassadors.” ,

. A Lack-of-Attendance-Wallah : —* The Marina Restaurant.” (On
being asked to explain his answer, he said the menu’s intolerable, expect
when you cut a classtoget it).

ot .;1{ troltzo-:i; i;-i-r:‘)'l'he Powell Statue.” (We hastily declined this
gent's offer to ex . :

. There was one answer we would have suppressed, had we not been
prev1qusl'y committed . to Democxjacy and Freedom of Speech in the
Constitution. We refuse, however, to classify the cad who gave it,

It was simply: “Not a d....d thing.”
P. G. Anantekrishnan, V Hons. (English)

.

et

*Any attempt at identifigation will be resented, Anyone claithing teference in the following

to Himself will be shot,

The Late Sir K. Ramunni Menon

Diwan Bahadur Sir K. Ramunni Menon,
M.A. (Cantab.) LL. D. (Madras) passed away
on the 14th January 1949. He was born at
Trichur on the 14th September 1872. He
was educated at the Maharaja’s College,
Ernakulam and later at Presidency College,
Madras. He went to England for higher-
studies in zoology and joined Christ’s College,
Cambridge. In England he came into cont-
act with some of the foremost zoologists of the
day, Shipley, MacBride, Kemp and others.
n his return to India, he was appointed in
the Madras Educational Service in 1898.
The Departments of Biology were for some
time under Dr. Bourne. Later when they
were separated, Ramunni Menon became « -
Professor of Zoology in 1910 and continued in Tut: Late 81k K. RaMunxt MeNox
that office till 1927 when he retired from B
government service, .

: My association with the late Sir K. Ramunni Menon extends back
to the year 1905 when I first entered the Department of Zoology of
Presidency College. 1 knew him first when I was a student in the B. A.
and Post-Graduate classes, and subsequently our association continued
when [ became successively Demonstrator, Assistant and Additional
Professor in Presidency College, and later Professor in the University of
Madras. On my first entering the old Zoology Hall on the ground floor
of the northern wing of Presidency College, I saw a young man, slight and
slender, rather shy, seated in a chair a size too big for him. His first
lecture soon convinced us that we were before one in whose class no .
trifling would be tolerated. Even in those days when the College was
well known for its discipline, Ramunni Menon's Department held the field.
Professor Menon was noted for his punctuality. He was in his class on.
the stroke of the hour, and students who came late just looked in and
walked away, afraid to enter late and disturb the class. Once, years lat.er,
when Professor Ramunni Menon and myself were co-examiners, he belr}g
Chairman, we went to the laboratory well in time. The examiner in

. charge of that centre came after the appointed time and began to excuse

himself on the ground that he had missed the train. Professor Ramunni
Menon turned on him, saying, “You should have come here by last.
night’s train. ” '
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His lectures were brief and lucid. He hated to be inaccurate and
corrected himself with elaborate formality when he went wrong. He was
careful even about little things. As Assistant Professor under him, I had
written Rhynchocephalia on the board with one A less than it should
have. He happened to see the error and the next day sent for me and,
pulling out a copy of Parker and Hasweil Volume I, asked me to note the

correct spelling. 1 must confess I have greatly benefited by this little
incident.

Ramunni Menon was very careful about practical work and never
gave the least encouragement to students who showed signs of carelessness.
Once a student, hefty and six feet in height, entered the practical class
with a swanky gait and knocked down a glass siphon. The Professor
walked up to him and told the giant who was then an aspirant for a Police
Inspector’s post: * Look hete, when you walk in this laboratory, you must
learn to do so without disturbing a mosquito. Remember you are not yet
a Police Inspector.”

He rarely indulged in jokes. Oa one occasion, however, when he
was speaking about Hyalonema, he picked up a few long rooting spicules
of this wonderful sponge and looking at a student, now a retired Jail
Superintendent, asked him what they were. The forgetful young man
replied: “They look like a horse’s hair.” Ramunni Menon retorted :
“You could have improved it by calling them a horse’s horns.”

In those days when LEuropean professors dominated Presidency
College, Ramunni Menon maintained a stern independence and thus
earned the esteem of his colleagues.

As an examiner Prof. Ramunni Menon was very fair and sympathe-
tic. Once when I was co-examiner with him for the Honours Degree
Examination and when I pointed out to him rather hesitantly that he ad
not appreciated the full significance of an answef, he said he would
reconsider the matter. He took the papers home, and returning the next
day, told me that my point of view was correct and moc.hﬁe.d his marks
accordingly. On another occasion there was an examination for the
Honours Class, and in the batch there was an Anglo-Indian girl student.
Ramunni Menon, Sherifts and Henderson were examiners. A somewhat
difficult question had been asked, requiring the demonstration of some of
the internal structures in the brain of the rabbit. The gir), seeing the
question, became hysterical, and snatching a couple of dissecting
instruments, flung them at the old attender, Muthukumaraswamy, who
scuttled out of the room with alacrity. The examiners, hearing the noise,
opened the door and finding the lady in a combative mood, promptly shut
themselves in, It became my job, as Skilled Assistant at the time, to face
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the music, which I did with some trepidation. The lady, when told that
the dissection was not so very difficult after all, quieted down. The
examiners also helped to restore pzace by telling her that there was
nathing to worry about.

" He was keen on research and being greatly interested in sea-
anemones, often went out collecting. Perched with rather insecure dignity
on a catamaran, got ready by Seni, the old fisherman of the College, he
used to go tow-net-collecting. When he went out on excursions, he never
spared himself. Once my friend Dr. Padmanabha Aiyar and myself
accompanied him to Krusadai to make an exhaustive collection of the
anemones of theisland. The morning after our arrival there, we found
our Professor in an old pair of shorts, with a huge shovel too big for him
on one of his shoulders and a chisel stuck jauntily in his belt, starting
out on the search. Here was a figure far from dignified in its exterior
but glorious in spirit! We followed him dutifully for three days collectiné
rare specimens. On the fourth day, Dr. Padmanabha Aiyar suddenly
remembered that there were more interesting anemones in a different part
of the island and walked away into the scrub-jungle, while I meekly
followed the Professor who was walking in front apparently unconscious
of the defection of one of his students.

His administrative duties weighed him down, and he was always
feeling that he was not able to devote as much time to research as he
would have wished. This was a sore point with him and one of the
reasons which prompted him, during his tenure of Vice-Chancellorship, to
work for the establishment of the Zoology, Botany and Bio-chemistry
Laboratories providing ample opportunities for work and research for
generations of young men. As Vice-Chancellor for two terms, he saw
through the construction of the Laboratories and the University Buildings
at&‘ij had the satisfaction of seeing them almost finished before he laid down
office.

His association with Madras University was long and distinguished.
He was nominated life member of the Senate. He was also a nominated
member of the Madras Legislative Council on two occasions. He went
out as the representative of Madras University to the Congress of
Universities of the Empire held at Edinburgh in 1931. He was Chairman
of the Inter-University Board in 1933, and was a member of the Council
of State from 1934 till it was dissolved. In all these capacities he did
quiet and unostentatious work. He never courted publicity. He worked
hard and expected others to do so. He was generally conservative in his
views and was for the orderly development of society. More recently, as his
intimate friends noticed, he was greatly distressed by the disparity of the
?tadqdards of existence between the higher and the lower classes of
ndig, '
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At home he showed himself fond of music and too
Sanskrit and Malayalam literatures. He loved his child
them up with care and forethought,

k to the study of
ten and brought

His students, among whom he could coun
and are occupying positions of trust and res
knew him well will always remember him wit
leaves behind him Lady Ramunni Menon, a |
two sons and a daughter well placed in life.

t several who have occupied
ponsibility, and others who
h respect and esteem. Te
ady of great piety, besides

R. Gopala Aiyer, M.A, L.T.

Inflation

Economists wail that the nation

Is in the clutches of Inflation—

But do you find the situation
Bad, my boy ?

All this loud talk about a crisis,

About scarce goods and soaring prices—

Do you know what a pack of lies is
That, my boy ?

With every comfort at your beck and

“Call, you can now travel second

At half the old cost. Have you reckoned
That, my boy ?

And the most revealing feature
Is the wage-level of the teacher.

Would you suspect, to see that creature,
Inflation, boy ?

Though not (they say) with milk and honey,
The land now flows with paper money,
But where? When? How ? I can’

t—how funny !—
See any, boy ?

What’s Inflation? “A balloon, ‘
As Wordsworth says, which, late and soon
Getting and spending till we swoon,

We blow,” my boy.

Inflation is “a spiral, Sir, col—

Ossal!” 'Tis “a vicious circle

Which naught but rudest jolt or jerk'll
Break,” my boy!

Let's fight Inflation then—let’s hug
The poor much-wronged black-market thug,
Let's forgive the squander-bug,

Let us, my boy.

Or let's spend €'en less than before,
Let's keep the wolf from every door,
Let’s be producing more and more,
Let's work and sweat at every pore,
Let factories roar and exports soar,
Let’s smite Inflation at the core ——
Until, their eyes with crying sore,
Economists begin to deplore
Deflation, boy!

P. N. Krishna Rayan.



From our Secretaries

THE COLLEGE UNION.

Of the many changes introduced in the Union constitution at the commencement
of the year, the most important was that membership was made optional. Prof,
K. Swaminathan ani Prof. S. V. Chittibabu were nominated Prasident and Vice-President
respectively, Miss Maggie Dhairyam and Messrs. A. M. Kandaswamy and S. P. Sabesan
were elected Chairman, Vice-Chairman and Treasurer respectively. Mr. Dwarakdas
(who resigned subsequently) and Mr. T, G. Venkatapathi were elected Secretaries. The
inaugural address was delivered on the 26th August 1948 by Dr. P. Subbaroyan who
dwelt on the part that students should play in the building of the nation. In September,
the Union conducted a debate between our Coilege and the Colomba Y.M.C.A., in which
the proposition, ‘‘There can be no compromise batween labour and capital,” was put to the
vote and carried. On the 14th November, Pandit Nehru's birthday, Prof. Swaminathan
addressed the Union, eulogizing Pandit Nehru's services to the country. Five days later,
the Union presented an address of farewell and felicitation to Dr. Manavala Ramanujam
on the eve of his departure from the College to assume charge as Vice-Chancellor of
Annamalai University. A great occasion for the Union during the year was when it
presented an address of welcome in a silver casket to Sir C. V. Raman, old student of the
College and now Chairman of the Presidency College Re-organization Committes, who had
completed his sixtieth year. ‘The Nobel laureate in a memorable speech, heard by a large
audience which included several distinguished people, spoke with characteristic wit and
brilliance on a variety of subjects Later on in January the Union heard Mr. J. V. Chari
(of the Iuternational Sportsmen’s Society, Bombay) on his experisnces in the last War.

During the year the Union sent Messrs. Venugopal Reddi and Kochuthommen
to represent the College in the Inter-university debates held at Allahabad and Dethi.
Both secured individual prizes at Allahabad.

T. G. Venkatapathi.
THE COLLEGE PARLIAMENT,

Parliament had two sessions during the year. During the ‘autumn’ session, the
Leader of the House moved that ‘India, in the event of a war, should align herself with
the Western Bloc.' The motion was lost. During the ‘winter’ session (at which Mrs.
G. Ammanna Raja, Deputy Speaker of the Madras Legislative Assembly, was present
‘ag u-distinguished observer), the opposition motion that ' [n view of internal and interna-
tional politics, India should not join the Commonwealth '’ was discussed and defeated.
Messrs. R Venugopal Reddy and G. Parthasarathy were Leader and Deputy Leader
respectively of the House, Messrs. L. S, Parthasarathy and K. Parthasarathy were
Leader and Deputy Leader respectively of the Opposition. Messrs, M. V. G. Appa Rao
and K. Kamalanathan were Speaker and Deputy Speaker respectively,

A. K. Nataragan.
THE ENGLISH HONOURS ASSOCIATION,

The inaugural address was delivered by Rev. R. S. Macnicol of Madras Christian
College on the 12th August 1948. The members of the Association were at home to the
new graduates on the 25th of the same month. On the 29th October, Mr. H. Heap of the
British Information Services addressed tita: Assbciation on ‘ The Englishman's English.'
The annual debate with the Madras Christian College English Honours Association was
held on the 22nd November' The proposition discussed was: ¢ Literature should reflect
the spirit of the times.! It was voted down. :

ot G. Venkatanna,
Uma Kamath,
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THE TAMIL MANAVAR SANGAM.

The inaugural meeting was held on the 17th .August 1948 whep Mr. Arumuga’
Mudaliar, Lecturer in Tamil, Teachers' pollege, Satdapet,'spoke on Our Lan‘guage.
Among the distinguished persons who associated themselves with the work of the Sangam
during the year are Prof. R. P. Sethu Pillai, Dr M. Varadarajan and Messrs. M. P.'
Sivagnana Gramani and C. N. Annadurai. The lhlruvall}xv:.ar 'day was celebrated on the
29th November. The outstanding feature of Fhe Association’s record of work for tl?e
year was the staging of the play Thotmk/earmf in the Rajaji Hall on t%lt‘! 24th January in
the distinguished presence of Mr. K. Kamaraj Nadar, President of the I.I\{.C,C. "The play
was extremely well received, Among the actors, Messis, Nate§an, Swasa.nkaran 'and
Sivakamar did remarkably well. The Sangam _entered far the various literary, orator}cal,
acting and music competitions held by the Clty colleges and g.n_nexed sever_al prizes.
Among those who distinguished themselves in these competitions are Miss _’1. N.
Anandanayaki, Miss. Savithri and Messrs. N. _Krishpamurthi, _Gopalakrishnan,
P. R. Gokulakrishnan and L. S, Parthasarathy. In addition to these activities, the Sangam
conducted Tirukkural classes regularly. )
P. R. Gokulakrishnan,

R. P. Nagarajan. .
THE TELUGU ASSOCIATION.

The inaugural address by Mr. R. B. Ramakrishna Rajq, President of the Madras
Legislative Council, marked the beginning of a fairly substantial programme: of lectu‘res~
and debates. The Associatior has set apart the sum of Rs. 1850 Sthe larger part of whtch_*
represents the proceeds of the benefit dance perforimance by the Travancore sisters, held
under the auspices of the Association) for endowing a scholarship to honour the memory

i li Pantulu.
of .Sri Veeresalingam Pan b K. Swaminathan.
- 8, M. Kondidh,

THE MALAYALL SAMAJ.

i i i .C.S. The Samaj's
The inaugural address was delivered by Mr. K M. Unnithan, 1.C.S .
activities in the first term included the Onam social with Mr. K. KrishnaMenon, M.A (Ozon.),
1B.C.L., Bar-at-law, as the chief guest, and a lecture by Mr. P.'K. Karunaka_ra. Menon,
M. A' K/I.Litt , L.T., on ' The History of the Malabar District.” The 5(63}'- event o'futbe 3
second term was a variety entertainment presented at the V. P. Hall. The play Idiyum
Minnalum and the tableaux and dances contributed by the women students made a great.
impression: G. . Krishua Pillai..
‘ K. Malika.
THE KANNADA ASSOCIATION. )

i naugural address by Mr. K. R, Karanth, M.L.A., on the 22nd October 1948
o fo“’l;}::endn:urging the year by a crowded programine of debates and' lectu;es. O.f the’ ‘
lectures, three deserve special mentiop‘Mr. B. Namund‘aswamy on Bhakta Sah‘lt’ya
on the 10th November, Mr. C. K. Thirumalesh Bhat on Klarna.takada Rangabhumi on
the 26th of the same month and Mr. U. Sitharama‘clga\‘r on Th§ Greatnes; of Poetry,
on the 19th January. The climax of the year’ 4 $ an mtgr-co)legna}te debate on
the 4th February with Mr. M. Mariappa, r Lecturer in Kannada,
University of Madras, in the chair, the proposd formation of_ llnguumc
provinces should be postponed for the pre nity of India.

St ! ) N. R. Naik.
' B. T. Indi \
fé,{ql an m“’ tM O ndiramme,

(Lo, ¢ ”3\
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THE URDU ASSOCIATION.

_ Mr. Rasheed Mahmood Saheb addressed the inaugural meeting of the Asscciation
on the 4th October 1948, On the 15th November, Mr. Faizuddin Hussain spoke on the
importance of Urdu. The Association was addressed on the 16th December by Dr. Hagq,
our Principal, who pointed out that Urdu (or Hindustani), Persian and French were, of
all the languages of the world, the sweetest and the most refined.

Msér Mohammed Omer.
Faizuddin Hussain.

: Syed Ahmed Bibi Rozdar.
THE HINDI ASSOCIATION,

This infant association has made a most promising start. Its work for the year
was inaugurated by Mr. B. Gopala Reddi, our Finance Minister, The Association is
deeply grateful to Mr. ], Rikhabdas for holding free Hindi classes under its auspices. The
response from students has been quite encouraging. At the anuaual oratorical competition
held in the Gokale Hall in October 1948, Mr. Satish Kumar aunnexed the individual
prize.

. G. Krishuamurths.
THE HISTORY, ECONOMICS AND POLITICS ASSOCIATION.

The Association looks back on a year of busy and useful work inaugurated by
Mr. B Gopala Reddi, our Finance Minister, with an address on finance and transport
problems. On the 17th August 1948, Dr. A. Krishnaswami, M.A., Ph. v. (Lond.), spoke
to the Association, pointing out the dangers of the immediate formation of linguistic
provinces, ()n the 25th of the same month, members of the Association were at home to
the new graduates. The second term’s activities included a Jecture by Mr. Justice
A. S. P. Aiyar, M.A. (Oxon.), Bar-at-law, I. C. S., of the Madras High Court on ' The
Lessons of History.” The third term opened with Mr. T\. Chengalvarayan's address on

trends in current international affairs. Debates and excursions besides were organized

by the Association during the year,
A. C. Vijayakumar,

' K. Bhaktavatsalant.
THE MATHEMATICS ASSOCIATION. SO

'

Dr. S. Meenakshisundatam of Andhra Uhiversity inaugurated the work of the
Association on the 30th July 1948. On the 20th August, Sir K. S. Krishnan, M.A., D.Sc.,
Director of the National Physical Laboratories, spoke on ‘Mathematical Physics. The
Asgociation gave a reception to the new graduates on the 25th of the same month,
Prof. Patnaik spoke to the Association on the 22nd October on ' University Life in
England.” At & special meeting held on the 12th January, a committee was formed, with
Dt. R, Vaidyanathaswami (Head of the Mathematics Department, University of Madras)
as president, to devise measures to commemorate the services of Prof- K. Ananda Rag.

S. Selvarangam,

' R. Ch 3

TRE CHEMICAL SOCIETY. ampakalakshmi
The Society’s record for the year is perhaps not up to the mark quanti:atively, as

it began work uausually late, i.e, on the 3rd September 1948 when Mr. R. V. Sundatam
Iyer, Government Analyst, Kigg-Institute, Guindy, spoke on his impressions of his visits

td laboratories abroad, The papefs read during the year are :—Mr. P. K. Krishnaswamy .

on ‘Plastics' on the 4th November; Mr. P. Lakshminarasimham on ‘Nuclear Reactions'
oun the 16th November ; ‘and Mr. S. Setiiuraman pn ‘Free Radicles’ on the 4th February.

: - C. V. Pichappa.
T S. ¥. Sabesan,

4, AR
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THE PHYSICS ASSOCIATION,

Prof. T. K. Lakshmanan's lecture on ‘ The Story af the Stars® inaugurated the
yeat's work. The Associatiop gave a reception to the new graduates on the 25th August.
Among the lectures held during the year are the {allowing -—Mrv, M, V. Chauhan no
‘ Your Radio—~—How to Install it and Use it’ on the 27th October; Mr. M. Ramana.
dham on ‘ ‘The Optics of Crystals * on the 21st January; Dr. H. Paramesvaran on *Sun -
Spots ' on the 26th January; and Mr. B, Jagannatha Rao ov ‘ The Diesel Engine ' an
the 9th February. A few films of scientific interest were shown on the 5th and 18th
January by courtesy of the U, S, Information Service and the British Information Services
respectively.

D. Balakrishuan.

V. Devanathan.
THE BOTANY ASSOCIATION. v an

An address on  Plant Viruses" by Dr. T- S, Sadasivam, Director of the Botany
Laboratory of the University of Madras, inaugurated the Association’s activities for the
year. The Assoclation welcomed the freshers on the 3rd August 1948 and the new gra-
duates on the 25th of the same monath. On the 25th November Sit T. S. Venkataraman
addressed the Association on ‘The Role of DBotanists in Free India. Duaring tha
M:chaelmas haolidays, the Honours students led by Prof. Venkatanathachari went on a
tour to the Krusadai islands and Trivandrum, aod IV Pass students led by
Messrs. Seshadri and Krishnamurthi to the Kodaikanal hills. In November, 11l Pass
students went an a week-end excursion to Mahabalipuram. Members of the Association
took part actively in the annual Teynampet Flower Show. ’

K. P. Shanta Rao.

R. b, ‘s X
THE GROLOGY ASSOCIATION, Periaswamy

Mr. Dattatreyan. Joint Directqr of Industries and Commerce, inaugurated the work
of the Association with an address on * Geology in the Service of Humanity.! This was
followed by the usual lecture meetings and instructional tours.

S, Stvasubr fant,
THE ZOOLOGICAL SOCIETY, Sivasubramaniam

Dr. S. G, Manavala Ramanujam’s address on ‘ Infantilism in Evolution’ on the
20th July 1948 marked the commencement of the Society’s work for the year. On the 3rd
August, Miss D). Pearson, Professor of Nutrition, Women's Christian College, gave a talk
an 'Some of the Newer Aspects of Nutrition, On the 10th of the same month
Dr. N. K, Panikkar, Special Research Officer, Central Fisheries, spoke on * Body-Water.g
On the 25th of the same month, the members of the Society wate at home to the new
graduates. 'Oun the 2nd November, Mr. K. Chidambaram M.A,, Assistant Director of
Figheries, gave a talk on * [he Role of Biological Institutions in National Development in
the West, with Special Reference to [Fisheries.” Papers read by students before the
Association during the year include * Animal Geography * by Mr. Narayanan Nambudiripad
and ‘ Partasitic worms ' by Mr. K. Satyanarayana. On the 20th November the Society
gave a farewell party and presented an address to Dr. Manavala Ramanujam op the
occasion of his departute. The Zoology Magazine, edited by Mr. P. K. Menon. was
published in January 1349, : ’

The Honours and P. G students, led by M. P. K- Menon, went on a fourteen-day
tour to the Krusadai islands, Rameswaram and Kodaikanal. On the 23rd October, . ILI
Pags students, led by Prof. John Sundér Rao and Miss S. Qoman, visited Mahabalipuram.
In November, the Honours and P. G. students, led by Messrs. John Sunder Rag and
P. K. Menon, toured the Mettur Dam area and the Shevargy Hills. 1V Pass students
visitad Eanore for a days field work in November and Krusadai in January, The resylts
of these tours were reported and discussed at meestings of the Assaciation on the 23rd
November and the 25th January,

M. Gunapala,
M. Lecla Prasad,
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THE N, C. C., ‘C' COMPANY,

With the abolition of the U.O.T.C. at the beginning of the academic year, the
twenty-five-year-old ‘C’ Company of the 1st Madras Bn. ceased to exist. In the UU.O.T.C.
we were & full Company, but in view of the transfer of the Intermediate classes to
Government Muslim College, we have been allotted only two Platoons in the 1st Madras
Bn. of the N. C. C. Eurolment and parades which were begun early in August had to be
suspended for a while. Work re-commenced in January with the medical examination of
the first batch of recruits. Further batches are yet to be examined, and it is hoped that no

suitable young man in the College will deny himself the great benefits and rewards of
N. C. C. training.

Lt. K. Raghavan.
THE OLD STUDENTS' ASSOCIATION.

" The following have joined the Association as Patrons and Life Members since the
publication of the last issue of The Presidencian :—

Patrons j—

L. Mr. Justice P. Govinda Menon, Poonamalls High Roxd, Vepery, Madras.
2, Mrs, T. N. Ramamurthi, Principal, Queen Mary's College, Madras.

.Life Members . —

1. Mr. C. G. Ramtnathan, Asst. Maunager, M/s, Parry & Co, Ltd., Madras,

2. Mr. R. Seshadri, Head of the Dept. of Chemicals, I'he Central Scientific
. Supplies, 2, Agram Road, Tambaramn.

4. Mr B. S. Bhadradri, Manager, Insurance Dept.,, M/s. Gordon Woodroffe
& Co., Ltd., 1/2, North Beach Line, Madras.

4. Mrs. Sharada Bhadradri {nee Sharada Bheema Rao), c/o Mr. B. S. Bhad-
‘ _ radri above,

5. Mr. G, P. Ramamoorthi, Proprietor, Mount Pharmacy, 2/4, Mount Road,
- Madras.

6 Mr. V. Swaminathan, B.A., G.D.A., Regd. Accountant, 22, Balajinagar,
_ Madras 14.

7. Mr. V.V.S. Kesavan s/o Mr. V. V. Subranania Nadar, P. B. No. 10,
Virudhunagar,

POSTSCRIPT

The valedictory address of the History,

. Economics and Politics Association was
delivered by Mr. R. K. Shanmukham Chetti on the 15th February. On the 19th February

Sir C. P, Ramaswami Aiyar unveiled the portrait of Sir C. V. Raman at a meeting
held under the auspices of the Physics Association,

" The Annual Sports aud College Day celebrations were held on the I6th February
on the Marina Grounds, with Mr. T

the Ma + 8. Avinashilingam Chettiar, the Education Minister,
presiding.

e s e g

From our Captains

TENNIS.

Our achievements in tennis during the year were as solhid » anq striking as ever
before. Though the absence of Paul was felt in doubles and we missed him on the courts,
our tennis team was greatly strengthened with Sashadr_x.who re;omed t'hg qulege_. Appa.
Rao, Seshadri and Ranganathan formed a powerf{ul trio. This year s University team
again consisted mostly of our players. They won the South Zone Final at Annat_nalau
University with brilliant victories over Nagpur and Travancore. Thgugh .Sesh_adn was
head and shoulders above the rest, it was Ranganathan wbo won crpcml victories over
the L'ravancore stalwarts. Appa Rao was absent from this series owing to ill-health.

arprisi enough, we lost the Tennis League which we had retained‘last year. It
was ons\;rfpr:a;ng;s& -formg days of Appa Rao when he was beaten by Vls}gnu Mohan
(Law). We made ample amends by winning bsth the Singles and Dpu‘bles titles in the
Inter-Collegiate Knock-out Tournaments as well as t.he Stanley Cup which we wonAfor.the
third time. We won the Inter-Collegiate Doubles title for the fourth year in successlpn.

itation Tournament was again a great success, T.here were as many as a
hundredo :x:t:ill\;l;or the Singles. Well-known players like Kapinapathy, A E. Owen,
T. K. Ramanathan, T.B. Balagopalan, M. V. Bobjee, R.J.W, Moses, N. Krishnaswamy,
V. D. Ramaswamy, Dr. Rajan, M. R. Appa Ras, M. S. Appa Rao, L. Sampath,
M:adhava Rao, Vishnu Mohan, and K.S. Narasimhan took part. Singles as u;:.ugl attracted
the greatest interest. In the earlier rounds, Madhava Rao beat Moses in three well-
contested tests. In the last four, Owen beat Ssshadri, and Kaplpapathy lost to Appa
Rao after a Marathon two-day struggle. The match evoked great interest. In th.e final,
Owen beat Appa Rao in a close four-set match. [n the Dop?les event, M. V., Bobjee and
Vishnu Mohan emerged winners, and Madhava Ras and T. A, Rama Rao bowed to tpe
superior combination, Our thanks are due to Appa Rao, Seshadri, Ranganathan, Muthia,
and V. V. Subrahmanyam who organized the tournament and to all the players who
responded to our invitation.

i a Rao again represented the Madras Association in the Inter.
Aesociastfsga(gc;rf\tzgtAP :d by br?lgliant victories over Kapinapathy aqd Owen, enabled
Madras to wrest the Travancore trophy from Mysore for the first time, Our College
tournaments are due to start soon and will be foughit out keenly. Among our juniors,
Muthia, C. V. Seshadri. V. V. Subra.hman}"am, angl C. Ramachandra Rao show great
promise and their progress will be watched with keen interest.

This year our ‘Ladies’ Court was more popular than ever. Maggie Dhairyam,

M. V. Kamala, and Rukmini reveal great promise. They are sure to win laurels for the

Hlege i hcoming Tennis League.

College i the fortheoming : A, Shanmugasundaram.
CRICKET.

We had a full and satisfying season in 1948-49, The Dungan Knock-out Tournament,
the practice matches, the short tour of Ceylon during chhaglmas ayd the week-end
collegiate matches, which are a regular feature, gave us a long and interesting season.

i i ight have done better with
h ar we had a well-balanced side. The team migh .
better ﬁ'gld‘isn?.3 N. Doraiswamy was extremely consistent in his batting. .He had a fine
season and was easily the best among the players. Venk'atachalam and V1§wanathan, as
No. 1 and No. 2 in the batting order, were consistent, with the la_tter playing really we.ll
whén the situation was bad. Besides these players, Ganesen, Srivatsava.and Keir did
exceptionally well.
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As usual, the burden of the bowling rested on the shoulders of Ganesen and
Vasudevan. In bowling there were no outstanding performances. but steadiness on the
part of Keir, Ganesen, Vasudevan and Nurayana Menon and some effectiy
by Jagannathan and Satyanarayanan carried the team through.
must be confessed that it was not up to the mark.

e slow bowling
As for our fielding, it

" Our tour of Ceylon during Michaelmas was a successful one.
students accompanied the team, Suryanarayanan’s three-figure innings against Wesley
College was the most noteworthy feature of the tour. M. Swaminathan, the old provin.
cial plaver, batted consistently well, while S. Venkataraman, besides doing sound work
behind the stumps, put together some useful scores. Though we lost to University
College (and that was by a margin of 20 runs), we beat St. Thomas College by 187 runs
and Wesley College by eight wickets. We drew with Zahira College. It was on the
whole a tour which yielded keen enjoyment and valuable experience.

Three of our old

R. Bhaskaran.
HOCKEY.

Though we made a very hopeful start with promising players, the actual record
tirned out to be disappointing. Our team is a power girt round with weakness, the
weakness being that the players are never punctual, Consequently we never entered with
our full sidé and had t be changing players for every match. Nevertheless, of the nine
League matches we played, we won five, lost three and drew one—but every time we won,
we won convincingly. Four of our players have been selected to play for the University

Hussain, Satyanarayanan, Venkatraman and Joseph.

We had the good fortune of making a trip to Ceylon this year, and we came off with

flying colours. Honours rained thick and fast throughout the tour, as the following results
show :—

Presidency Vs, Ceylon Light Infantry 7:0 {won)
" Vs, Tamil Union 2:0 {won)
" Vs, St. Thomas College 2:3  (lost)
" Vs, Police Club 2:0 {won)
" Vs, University 4:0 (won)

Here is our Hockey * Who's Who' for the year :—

ljayaléishen-—Experienced goalie- Needs a little more agility.
D'Sylvi—A very dependable right back. But never punctual
Dorairaj—A promising and hard-working left back.
Vanmal—A cool and steady right half,

Hussain—Backbone of the team, Plays centre half. Captain of the Univer
sity team. 'Has also represented the Province,

Venkataraman— An extremely dependable left half. Vice-Captain. Has won-
University Colours,

Jeevan—Plays left extreme, Slow but very enthusiastic.

Satyanarayanan-—Captain of the team. Plays left in.
to play for the University.

Joseph~—Centre forward with fine stickwork, Consistent scorer in the tour.
Must be more quick, serious and punctual.

. v M. Chella—A clever right inner, Must shoot hard inside the ring,

Has been selected
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G Keir—Right extreme. Combines well and centres hard.
R. Bhaskar—Useful left inner. Plays for the side.
C. Peter—A promising back. Must hit hard,

Srivatsa, A. K. Natarajan, Vasu and Moorthy are other players who have helped
the team to victory in many practice fixtures. D. Satyanarayan.

FOOT-BALL.

It is clear that the abolition of the Junior Intermediate has told on our foot-ball.
We had to be changing players frequently—somstimes we even played one or two short.
It has therefore been, on the whole, a lean year. Of the ten matches played, we won
three and drew one  Ramiswamy, our able goal-keeper, m'ssed a good many matches on
account of his absorption in acadsmic pursuits. K1ruppinnan, our right extreme, fractured

“his right hand in a match against Stanley Meldical, and wa have had to do without his

services ever since. The record of T. K. Bailakcrishnan, our gifted left extreme,

A. Graham, our left back, and Selvaraj Thomas, our able right half, during the season

i tion. .
deserves special men K. Balakrishnan,

BOXING.

Training, with regular bi-weekly classes, commenced early in October, and the
ick of the trainées, numbering seventeen (the largest contingent ever to represent our
gclle e, perhaps), were sent up to take it in the lnter‘-Collegl?te Boxing 'loqrnamegt.
O(t)xr tia'm was rur;ner-up with eight points, the Christians being the champions with
eleven points. It was a very close fight indeed.

The following reached the finals held in the Christian College ring at Tambaram in
November :—

rdanan—Champion in the Bantam-weight class. A tricky boxer who
P.rr{:l:’eas the best use of hooks and upper cuts. Was selected to represent
Madras in the Inter-University Tournament.

Ali—Runner-up in the Bantam-weight class. Was:'selected for the
M.Irﬁzg-'g;iversity meet. A powerful and well-built boxer, Has hefty rights
that knock men cold.

M. K. Shanmugani—Runner-up in the Paper-weight class. A very rash and
fast fighter, with stunning rights which can be dangerous.

sh —~Champion in the Pin.weight class. Selected for th_e Inter-
T Iﬁ:aif;;’::iltsyl.”ag scientific boxer who makes use of all the punches and is good
in defence.

M. V. Narayanan—Runner-up in the Pin-weight class. A stylish boxer with
excellent foot-work and good lefts.

P. L. Venkataramar—Runner-up in the Junior weights. Selected for the
.Int‘er-University meet, Steady and ever cool.

the pivot of the training work. Bertie Diamgnd, Vice-Captain,
' :;:g?:t;o};asirzi;’“ cuts and excellent defence and generally stylish technique,
Is rem

S. P. Sgbesan,
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BASKET-BALL,

Though we started hopefully with tried players like Balakrishnan, Radhakrishnan
and Balachandran, our record for the year was hardly up to the mark. One reason was
that we had to change players for the majority of matches, as they clashed with other
matches  Of the eight League matches we played, we won three and lost five. In the

tkesnly contested knock-out.match against Stanley Medical, we lost by a narrow margin of
four points. .

awsger w3

K. G. Balachandra Menon’
?W}}‘ING byt el e
The College Boat Club, unique in Madras, has four boats and the maximum mem-
betrship of eightaér}, and has been enthusiastically active throughout the year. The climax
of the year's activities’ was 4 thirty-mile °voyage' to Eonore and back on the 31st
*December and the next diy. The vagaries of the wind made it a real adventure.
Sivasubramanyam;, Syed and Shankar are excellent oarsmen.
SIEL B :
Poa s S. Ramaswamy.
VOLLEY-BALL, .

We won five matches in the Inter-Collegiate League. We would have done even
better, if we had the services of Muthumanickam. Subbaiyan and Karuppannan are
‘excellent in'atlack. S. Subramaniam is a hitter of great promise. Sadanandamoorthi
tan both hit and defend equally well. Manickam should concentrate on supplying the
"ball, and Palaniappan will do even better if he avoils excitement.

R, Rathnaswamy.
ATHLETICS.

At the Annual College Sports held on the Marina Grounds on the 15th February,

x-Se.lva.raj Thomas emeiged as the best athlete and won the individual champion-ship
.prize. ¢ :

., . The results were as follows :—

‘MEN'S ‘EVENTS: 700 Metres: D’Sylva 1, Selvaraj Thomas 2; 200 Metres"
D'Sylva 1, Selvaraj Thomas 2; 400 Metres: Selvaraj Thomas 1, D'Sylva 2: 800 Merres :
; R, M, Hussaig 1, Selvaraj Thomas 2; 1,600 Metres: S. Pichumani 1, C. P. Adrian 2 :
170 “Metres Hurdles: D'Sylva 1, J. Prabhudas 2; 200 Metres Hurdles: Selvaraj

Thomas 1, J. Prabhudas 2; High Jump: P. Janardhan 1, Selvaraj Thomas 2; Long
Jump - Selvaraj Thomas 1, P. Dhausingh 2 ; Hop Step and Jump : Selvaraj Thomas 1,

+George Keir 2; Shot Put: D’Sylva 1, Ranganathan 2; Oiscus Throw: V. P. Subbiah 1,
Ranganathan 2,

Jivo WOMEN'S EVENTS: 75 Meires: Marakatavalli 1, Amtul Karim 2 50 Metres
Skipping: Marakatavalli 1, Kamala Daniel 2.

el o) Belan v
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Book Reviews

INDIA AND THE INTERNATIONAL CRISIS AND OTHER LECTURES
AND ESSAYS. By K. J. M. Tharakan, M.A. [Published by Shakti Karyalayam,
Royapettah, Madras.] L

This pamphlet of six essays and addresses by Mr. Tharakan i§ a. useful
contribution to the study of current economic problems. The first essay, India and
the International Crisis,’ gives a fairly good picture of the economic background of.the_
growing tension between the U. S. A, and the U, S. S, R. The author,.however, descnbgsh
the American position with a good deal of unnecessary suspicion, whlle.he extends more
than a generous measure of sympathy to Russi'a. Th.e author's pres,crigtxon fo;. Indla1 in.
the present crisis—an independent economic policy based on an integration of - the
productive efficiency of capitalism with the social justice of socialism and the moral force
of Gandhism—is idealistic and academic, as it is not accompanied by a concrete plan of
economic development without external aid from a country l_xke thg U. S A, Econoq}_ic
Consequences of Partition,’ thq secomj essay, is a re.al.istlc assessment o( the economic,
disequilibrium caused by the partition. The author’s opinion of the economic strength, of
the Indian Union may have to be modiﬁe_d in view of the increasing adverscelj?ﬁﬁgnca of.
payments. Every egonomist in India, especm!ly tbe oldgr generation, °“8htb§9: ‘iﬁ-ﬁd..‘. t}ul
third essay entitled ' Economics and Economists in India’ and try to find the,teal feasons
for the striking barrenness of economic thinking in India, The continued . mdlffarqpcqot
the Governments in the country. even after the attainment of freedom,m_htde};ﬁ,e Stgay__‘:oﬂ i
the social sciences and the over-emphasis of the study of the physical scierices, iﬁg Tutipg
away of many senior professors and research workers from ac‘ad‘emyc; in’st'l,gpté B8 10,
occupy administrative positions in the Government, the absence of .an - all-India instityte,
of sccial studies and research—these and other factors have eﬂ'ectllvely discouraged f{he.

rowth of social sciences like ec’on‘omics. .And the next three essays, Myad_ras,_"(}ovgmmgp't‘_d:
Scheme of Village Panchayats, =~ Industrial Policy in Madras,” and 'S_;'gn_xﬁqanlqg gf ‘the.
De:-linking of the Rupee from the Sterling, * offer further proof.of the urgent necessity far-
eéncouraging independent research in academic institutions rather than under the .augpices,
of the Government Secretariat. The pamphlet is worth careful perusal, and the authar
deserves credit for doingsome loud thinking so rare in out upiversities and colleges, |

P Co . : K. A. Joseph, 'M.A..J:[';.'T;

A HANDBOOK OF CLASSICAL SANSKRIT LITERATURE." “By
V. Venkatakrishna  Rao, M.A.. Lecturer in Sanskrit; Christiah - College; * Madras.
[Published by Vedam Venkataraya Sastri and Bros., - No. 4, Mallikesvarar Koil Soutlt
Lane, Linghi Chetty St., G.T., Madras, Price Rs. 2], .. S :

The book under review will prove extremely useful to. undergraduates ’gguging
Sanskrit literature, as it is from the pen of one who has actual experience, raoging ayex.
a number of years, of teaching the history of Sanskrit literature. Universi(y studen,t;‘) of
Sanskrit literature all these years had to depend almost solely on A. B. Keith and
A A. Macdonell who in their works aired their views, at times not without bias, on the
problems of Sanskrit Literature. This book is apparently modelled nn A. B. Keith's
History of Classical Sanskrit Literature, but the author has improved upom it by -ithe
addition of two chapters in the beginning on the epics and Puranas and two other, chapters
towards the close on the technique of Sanskrit drama. Kalidasa and his predegessors and
successors in poetry, the prose romance and the Campu, lyric a&].d gomic verses, and
popular tales and fables have all been succinctly dealt with, The author has broughit .to
bear on topics like the relative chronology of the Mahabharata and Ramayana, the date of
Kalidasa etc. great freshness of outlook and critical acumen, TR

B T TSI PR

P. Thirugnanasambandam, M.AVQ
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CRAFT OF THE SHORT STORY. By Richard Summers, Associate Professof
of English, University of Arizona. [ Rinehart & Co., Inc,, New York and T'oronto ]

This extremely American book is not a critical study of the short story, like Barry
Pain's or H. E. Bates's. It is, on the other hand, a Short-Story-Writing-Made-
Easy and a complete one-semester college course in short story writing, fitted with the
impressive transatlantic apparatus of ‘motivation,’ ‘ discussion material,’ ‘assignments ’,
‘reading program’, etc. Is a writer, or at any rate a thort story writer, born or made ?
Mr. Summers affirms that the sub-conscious and ' the inner creative well of the mind’
are just so much nonsense. With this as his creed, Mr. Summers explains in this manual
how a short story is made and how a short story writer is made. The tips offered cover
the whole length of the process of making and marketing a short story——how to study
the demand and choase the kind of story that will sell, what tricks of the trade to use in
shaping the story, how to have the Mss. typed and mailed, how to write and revise (which
includes how to spell, how to punctuate, how to mend the grammar and the other problems
9f classroom composition), how to deal with the literary agent, the editor and the other
parties '. And if this formidable code of Do's and Don't's does not overwhelm you,
itis only because you see that it is studiously silent on the part of the process that
matters most—the seminal principle of imagination, the miracle of creation. Nor has
Mr. Summers much to say about the essentials of the short story—the presentation of
character and situation, the concentration or distribution of effects, etc. But_ these
omissions are consistent with the conception and design of the book, and indeed with the
attitude of Mr, Summers and his country to Art. In America at any rate, the short story
is the region where literature shades off into the industry or trade of writing. Under
the unique conditions of literary production and consumption existing in America, the
chapters on ‘ Technical Devices ' (' Mistakes to Avoid' and ' Tricks of Technique
and ‘ Mechanics’ have, as far as they go, a certain utility and interest of their own.
The same conditions perhaps warrant the sharp division (to which Mr. Summers returns
almost on every page) of short stories into ‘quality’ and ‘' commercial'. Quality
stories are literary, experithental, intellectunl. Commerocial stories are-—commercial
(hence conventional). You feel you have understood this division into sheep and goats,
till you find that the latter kind includes not only O. Henry and Bret Harte and Leacock
and Wodehouse  but also Somerset Maugham, the greatest living exponent of the art!
It is, nevertheless, perhaps a réal division in America, though one doubts the wisdom of

constituting commercial Writings into a distinct caste and conceding to them equal status
with literature.

The second chapter is the most disappointing of alle It is an excursion into the
principles of the short story—a region where Mr, Summers is hardly at his best The
confident and cheerful card-indexing and classifying and christening of imaginative
phenonema make you think that the woolliest abstract aesthetic is preferable.
Mr. Summers, when he tries, can be irritatingly elementary and dangerously simple, as
when be says on page 26 that the short story' appeals primarily to the emotions and only
secondarily to the intellect.”

A simplifier and manual-writer can be very dull, but Mr. Summers is consistently
bright, breezy and businesslike. He scatters countless very shrewd practical observations
which the lesser order of short story writers can despise only at their own cost,

But the critical material is only a fourth of the book. The rest of it isa fine
selection of short stories representing the best present-day exponents of the art and
exhibiting the immense vitality, variety and range of the short story which, being the
longest reading unit that the twentieth century is equal to, is perhaps the only living
literature of our age.

Py N. Krishna Rayan
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