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“ rHE PROBLEM OF DISCIPLINE AND CORPORAL
PUNISHMENT IN MODERN SCHOOLS

By Brt R, 8. Guera, B.A, LL B, (ALp,), Drp. Eb. (Brisror), Asst, Master, Govt,
Junior Training College, Muzaffarnagar (U.P.)

ISCIPLINE is a vital factor in the
development of children aond their
preparation for life. It is indispensable for
good teaching. Without it a class-room will
be a scene of confusion and teaching will be
a drudgery as well as a serious loss of
opportunity both for the teacher and the
class. Hence the methods by which good
discipline is maintajned are a part of school
~~ -="=s.n But children go to school not
ot & pt, knowledge bat also to get a good
Jl:ldger:i ]b'y character. In this second aspect,
Q?&pnﬂ‘e partanes of the pature of ethics
and hence it forms a part of moral
education,

But discipline is not something which
could be obtained by asking forit. You
cannot claim it.

“He who in quest of silence, Silence
hoots,

Is apt to make the hubbub he
imputes.”

It is also not a thing to be taught as other

lessons. It is, in fact, a part of school atmos~
. pbere. Hence it shonld be incuicated in-

= directly by means of the school environ
- ent, In my opinion, discipline cannot be
o 4 from the tradition, spirit and tone
. Thriog created, nurtured and
SR ** in his Uppingbam 8chool,
“Hoth external and internal,
. Jline finds expression in
R A |

conduct and conduct is the expression of
will. Discipline is the regulation of conduct
by the operation of will-power in the indivi-
dual. Fine thoughts and fine feelings are
poor stuff unless translated into action.
Conduoct, therefore, is the conneoting link
between mental states and actions and this
lick has to be forged by the individual
himself. In other words discipline is
attained by doing, by means of habits and
by adjusting oneself to the environment in
which one lives. It can also be affected
by means of rules, regulations, warnings,
rewards and punishm nts, When an indivi-
dual accepts them and oarries them out in
bis own life, the external law becomes an
internal one, Hence by means of ideas,

habits and government we should make the
external law internal,

Internal discipline is free discipline that
springs from within the individual. It is
the self-discipline of honour, loyalty, joy and
freedom. The former implies sub:nission to
authority while the latter sigoifies growth
and development by will and impulss Que
is a negauve stimulus, the other is a posi-
tive stimulas. The wise teacher knows tneir
corresponding valaes and never uses the
negative stimulus to the exclusion of its
positive counterpart,

In past people took to school-mastering
without any qualification as if nothing was
required to set up the teaching prolession
bat a rod and a lexicon. They were the
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cat iron gurus—the grim martinets:
wooden teaching and rigid discipline. The
chi!d-mind and the play-way never struck
their imagination. In India more than in
80y other country, perhaps the suzerainty
of rod bas remained ic foree for ages past
and the gurukuls, the pathshalas, the darnl-
ulms and the maktabs, the schools and all
temples of learning recognized the efficacy
of punishment in the sphere of education,

Again in olden times, the human mind was
looked uwpon as a receptacle for stores of
knowledge and stocks of faets and fignres,
Bchools turned out walking encyclopaedias
of knowledge in large numbers, not caring
whether they had any experience of the
very conditions of which they had such
knowledge as they possessed. And because
lgme was the mediam of instruction, autho-
rity, discipline and passive obedience were
valued more than anything else. Self.asser.
tion and self-application were regarded as
lmpudence and insolence. The meeker and
the milder type of pupils found favour with
the autocrat teacher, whilothe self.-adjusting
and self-possessed scholar was looked upon as
rebe!llons‘ fit for exemplary punishment for
flouting the authority of the school-master.

epression was in the very atmosphere of
of scpool premises, and they simply resound-
ed with wails and shrieks of defaulters, The
knowledge acquired was not by self.effort
and self.exertion. There was an artiticial life
In schools divorced from alj joy and happi-
ness and after the child had left the school,
1t was not possible for him to remai
rested in what he had learnt,

Bot the pendulum hss now swun
the_old Stereotyped school-master hasg r?:v(:
yamshed frem the scene. The theory of
spare the rod and spoil the child’ is now
#n explcded ome. If po ope doubts that
aoimals can find their food unsided and
procreate without schooling, what fear there
can be that the child will pot gain know-
ledge in an independent manger Unaided
and unassisted by the teacher? In fact the
process has now reversed, The evolution
of mind is now based og experience-gain-
Ing and Sense-training through self-effort,

n inte-
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self-exertion and selt-disciplining by the ohild
himself from the verydays of his cradle.
The child is sure to acquasint himself with
the ins and outs of everything easy oOf
difficult and would resent assistance some-
times. It shonld be comsidered to be a sign
for the better if he does so, and so love him
more for his desire to become independent
of the control of the teacher than have him
up for corporal punishment, Formerly the
self of the child was lost sight of while the
world around him was paid heed to. But in
the school-room of to-day the self of the
child is the one thing respected while the
world around him is left to him to conquer
after his own mind. Thus children enjoy
freedom and learn to discipline themselves.

The wveriest teacher now knows that
punishment is distasteful and implies an
un-healthy atmosphere. Belf-government
and willing co-operation are indeed best.
Yet in the best of schools, worked by
elestric personalities and under ideal condi-
tions, disciplinary difficulties do arise,
As Professor Raymont putsit: “Evenif a
clash of motive between teacher and tauoht
is no longer inevitable, a clash of > ‘mpera-
ment is still common enongh.” Jiseassritical
examination of the trend of equua.~tional
affairs in the principal countries of the °
wo:1d reveals that nearly three.quarters of
them believe in and practise corporal
punishment in their schools. Among_the
countries that have legalised cC.yoral
punishment are Africa. Australia, Britain,
Canada. Ceylon, Denmark, Germany, Ire-
land, Spain and Sweden, while’ hina,
Czechoslovakia, Greece, Italy and Turkey

have abslished castigation on the body. o

The question of discipline in the present
state of Indian education is a live isspes*
especlally in view of the new orieatation in
the problem of education and political re.
form. 1Itis being increasingly feit in all

quarters that discipline in student life is & 5

prime pecessity and that it has to be mai
tained by co-operation between teache
students and guardians. The guestion
corporal punishment is, therefore, engy’
the serious attention of the :efo7

s

\- declares
. Bampoorna Nand. Coosequently students

DISOIPLINE AND CORPORAL PUNISHMENT

this country, which may be stated thus:—
Bhould punishment of any sort form part of
educational training? Is the school to be
essentially @ house of correction where
young rebels agsinst society are to be
whipped and coerced into subjection? Or is
it to be the nursery and gymoasium of _the
powers of the spirit, the intellect looking
for the light ? The trouble is that at present
schools still represent both of these concep-
tions though the one idea may be more
emphasised than the other. “We cannot
allow our students to be dragged away from
their studies apd their schools turned into
cockpits of petty squabbles,” said Shri
Sampoorna Nand, the most popular and
most successful Education Minister of the
United Provinces. He continuad, "We wish
to encourage the Student Movement and
all who are in a position to do so will do
everything in their power to help students
to develop civic sense and capacity for
organized national service, but I maust also
repeat that every authenti: attempt to
restore and maintain discipline where such
has failed, will receive the fuliest support
from my Government.” Then education is
not a preparation for life but life itself.
Judged by this criterion, the High Schaols
and Colleges in India—there are many
exceptions of course—huv: yet toiubibe
more of the spirit of self-discipline, Neverthe.
less the public :ciool idesl is now taking
root in this Province and upseewly dcmion-
stration and puerile protests no ! ‘nger exist,
Minor inccidents are quickly and easily
forgotten and petty grievances are no longer
magnificd, Strikes are a thing of the past
and shightest indisciplinary activity is at
onoe referred to the authorities concerned.
"I maintain it is the duty of the educational
authorities to place all the facilities they
can in the way of their students to organize
themselves for such healthy pursuits and
help them to come in contact with promi-
nent leaders of thought and public opinion,”
the kducation Minister Shri

5. % begun to reahzs that order is

Py 1 frain :
S » I3t law and refrain from doing
* & unworthy of a gentleman.

::, into tbe ethics of pusishment, we

“

ied

find that Herbert Spencer who advocates
corvoral punishment in his doctrive of
natural consequences thinks : “Belf-preserva-
tion is the first law of life and all trans-
gressions of the laws of life bring their
‘penalties.”” *If Society is protected against
lawless individuals by a graded system of
ponalties why not the School " asks
Inspector Bray who goes to establish the
theory that "if a child will not conform to
law as a child, it is less likely to doso as &
man or a woman.” “Children are by nature
evil,” says Mrs. Sherwood, "and the work
of the educator is to carb their paughty
passions,”” Primitive man dominates them
and their sersitiveness to meatal and moral
influences comes only as they grow older.
The well.known headmaster Arnold and
Thring recognized this truth and deemed
corporal punishment necessary, though the
latter confined it to wilful offences oaly.
Professor Burt concedes: ‘there may be
occasional instances when the sharp and
nnmediate experience of physical pain may
be the needed stimulus to put fresh habits
and self-control.’” Dr. Watson goes a step
further and suggests a painfal stimulas
even to infants as an objective experimental
procedure. Coming closer home, Nawab
Mehdt Yar Jung Bahadur, the former
Minister of Elucation in the Hyderabad
State, confesses that corporal punishment
is unioubtedly sometimes necassary but it
shou:d be apphed with cool juigwent and
not in anger much less in malics. The case
for corporal pusishmsnt is thus built on
solid grounds which are as follows:—

1. Tradition.
2, Moral Banction.

3. Natural Law of offencas and oon-
sequences.

4. Right of Government, Saciety or
Organisation to have their own laws and
penalties for self-preservation.

9. Privilege of schnol teachers to ast ine
loco parentis and ensure pentteuce in wrong-
doers,

0. Approbation of psychologists to apply
8 painfol stimulus in educative presess,
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But the opposition to corporal punish-
ment comes from an influential source—
the progressive psychologists. They take
the view.point that all children have been
made in the image of God; they are ange-
lic and only need self-activity and selt-
determination. The cane, they assert, is a
symbol of torture and children would wage
a crusade to have the word ‘punishment’
taken out of the dictionary or treated as an
archaism, Their objections to corporal
punishment may be enumerated as follows; —

L. It is degrading to the child, often
sapping his courage and blasting his
personality. _

2. It brutalizes the teacher and makes
him an object of scorn and horror,

3. 1t fans and flames animal instinets,
breeds defiance and animosity.

4, It is unnatural and ineffective,
5. It is arbitrary and repressive.

6. It has no definite standard in its
application.

7, It curbs the free development of
character.

8, It produces & mpeurotic conscienoce,
reflecting deceis and falsehood.

The admission munst be made that there
is an element of truth in these objections.
Bat these are not, however, modern dis-
coveries. Herbert Spencer and sall other
votaries of chastisement were aware of
these counter-arguments ond still pinned
their faith on the mysterious power of the
birch. Mr. H. 8, Perera, the Principal of
the Colombo Training College, in his *Kssen.
tials of Teaching’ maintains thas the incen-
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tive of fear is a powerful one and is o
enormous educational valne when rightly
used but of great danger whea solely used.
The inferences of the oppositiou are based,
as already stated, on the assamption that
children are all good and sahools should
therefore be the haven of angels, But they
gee only a part of the truth and think it 1s
the whoie truth, The natare of childhood

and the actual conditions of school life they .

do pot see, .
Usually punishment is meted out with
three aims in view, The first is Retributive
or vindictive, showing the relation between
wrong-doing and suffering. The second is
Exemplary or preventive, to prevent re-
petition and to warn others. The third is
Reformatory. In the case of state punish-
ments, they are defended chiefly on the
second ground so that a judge once said to a
pick-pocket, "You are punished not be-
cause you picked a pocket but so that
pockets might not be picked.” They are
meant for the protection of the Sosisty and
not for the vindication of the moral law or
for the reformation of the offender. 8chool
punishment, on the other hand, is designed
to reform the culprit. A School is not only
for the blameless who need little or mo
training. Again many factors are involved
in offences and breaches of school discipline,
Bad organisation, weakness or carelessness
of the teacher, dull method—~—these and
many more may be the contributory causes,
The school which attempts to make a
definite study and diagnosis of the abe

normal behaviour of children committed -

to its care with the object of making suit.
able adjustments in its teaching methods,
curricula and organisation to meet indivi~
dusl needs is stii]l the exceytion rather than
the rule.

(To be continued)

. }!d
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“RAISING THE STATUS OF THE TEACHER"

BY BRI K. NABAYANAN, M.A. L.T\, 8.17.C., M. Ep (Delaware, U.S.4) Abiramant,
A, Tae NosBinLizY OF THE TEacHING PROFESBION

EACHERS are in the words of S8ir
Maarice Gwyer * the linch.pia of
every educational scheme.” Upon them
depends the sucoess or failure of aoy
educational plan however mightily con-
ceived. Famous educators plan new
systems of pedagogy, but it is the Unknown
Teacher who delivers and gaides the young.
He keeps the watch alopg the borders of
darkpess, and makes the attack on the
trenches of ignorance and folly. He quickens
the indolent, encourages the eager and
steadies the unstable, He shares with boys
and girls the best treasures of his mind
He lights many candles which, in later
years, will shine back to cheer him. No
one is more worthy to be eprolled ina
democratic Aristocracy, ‘‘King of himself
and servant of mankind.”

B. THE POOR STATOS OF THg TEACHER
AND IT8 CAUSES

(a) But what is his statas to-day ? The
status of the teacher is iacredibly poor,
Society discards bim. Why ? A well known
teacher once said : 'Society starves us in
the body, and we starve society’s children
in the soul” Teachers are ill-paid, nay
underpaid. He is always in debt, unable to
make both ends meet. The inevitable off.
shoot of his sppalling misery is inefficiency
in teaching and slipshod and unconscientious
work. There is frustration, a basic loss of

" self-esteemn which follows devitalisation of

one's work in life. This is a materialistic
and secular age and the respect paid to men
bears & very noticeable relationship to the
salary they draw. Not oply are teachers in
India today paid less than members of other
learned professions but in many cases they
8re paid less than various categories of
Tuanual workers whose discontent is vocife-
"~ A secular state canpot call upon

* o devote themselves to teaching as

"% DOr can it expect pareats to
~hildren with higber education

4
’

at considerable cost without prospects of a
higher salary afterwards. ‘‘The labourer
is worthy of his hive,” and in Indian schools
he does not get it. This is really where the
shoe pinches, and until it is eased education
will hobble,

(b) Apnther reason for the poor status
of the teacher is this. The tragedy of the
teachiug profession in our country is that it
is no longer, as in the past, looked upon as
a vocation. Those who cannot find a batter
job take up teaching as a means of liveli-
hood. Misfits enter into the nable profes-
sion only to bring discredit to the profession
as such. Whrever applies for entry iatg
the profession, 1i: invariably seiecied.
Closely allied to the problem of selection, is
the problem of teacher-training. Tha train-
ing that is being given now is far from
satisfactory,

{¢) Yet ansther reason in my view is
that the personality of the teacher is not up
to the mark, To command respect from
the pablic, the teachers munst win social
esteem by their learning, character and
service. 'They must have a sense of wvoca.
tion. 'They must have an innata love of the
protession as such and work in a spirit of
service and sacrifice with indomitable will,
indefatigable energy, and an iniwmitable
enthnsiasm,

C, SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPROVING HI8
Brarus

(s) The status of the teacher cannot be
divorced from his fiaancial position, He
bas got to satisfy certain creature comforts,
A devitalised and disgruntled teacher is a
standing menace to educational progress,
Improvement in the financial status of the
teacher is therefore very important if therg
is to be an improvement 1o our present
social set up. It is refreshing to npote that
since the adveat of Independence attention
bas been turned to this glaring injustice &g
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one of our most important services. Here
and there certain provinces have done some-
thing. There must be an all-ont effort on
an All- India basis. The case for a liberal
revision in general of salary grades of
teachers is undeviating and urgent, Im no
country in modern times have teachers
received less consideration at the hands of
the state than in ours. And it is the primary
duty of the state in the new set-up to evolve
rapidly proper service conditions in its edu-
cational system. The government should
assume responsibility for organising all
primary, secondary aed collegiate teaching
in distinct cadres, accepting the recommen.
dations as the basis. This will mean an in-
crease in the nation’s education budget. Bat
edacation is the very pivot of national wel-
fare and even Napolean Bonaparte,
a militarist, had stated that pablic instruc-
tion should constitute the first charge on the
revenue of the Government. It is impera.
tive that we attract to our educational insti-
tutions at least a fair proportion of first class
brains who are prepared to devote them-
selves sincerely to education and scholarship
provided they get reasonably decent condi-
tions of living.

(b) More important than improvement in
the teachers’ financial statns is the necessity
to improve the teaching personnel by devi-
sing & better system of selection of teachers,
50 as to secure the right type of teachers for
the right type of education. An extensive
calnpaign to raise the professioaal standards
of teachers bas been mapped out by the
National Education Association (N. E, A)
of the United States. A recent N. E. A,
meeting entrusted to a Commission on
Teacher Education and professional stan.
dards & programme for the campaign which
has a two-fold attack; (1) higher standards
for admission to teacher training institutions;
(2) better standards for admission to the
teaching profession. If such a campaign is
found necessary in euch a highly ciwilised
country as the U. 8, A, it is all the more so0
in such a country as India where everything
has to be commenced anew,

L, Principles of selection, Very often we
find people entering the profession by sheer
force of circamstances and that too at the

age of thirty-five or even forty, Alter
getting themselves trained, they find their
colleagues aged about twenty five, drawing
the same salary as they get or experienced
teachers of their age getting more thaa they
get. Naturally they are disgruntled. Aan
aged disgruatied teacher is a positive
nuisance to educational progress, Heace it
is most necessary that an age limit for entry
into the profession shonid ba definitely Szed

aad no exemption of any kind under what-

ever circumstances should be granoted, I
would suggest that the age be fixed at
twenty five for graduates aund eighteen for
Matriculates,

Candidates of high academic distinctions
and attainment should be chosen. Only
those who have secured at least a secopd
class, that is between 507 and 597, shonld

be preferred, irrespectiva of caste, creed or
community,

Candidates chosen should be of a robust
constitution with a clear voice and an
amiable personality, Both mentally and
physically they shouli be strong, 8o that
their teaching may be vitalised and made
meaningful and real, Physically handi-
capped such as the half blind and the deaf
should not be chosen.

The basis of selection for training is
another point of interest, The teacher
candidates should possess an aptitude for
teaching. They shonld have an 1anate loye
of teaching, How to gaude thisis a very
real problem, But thisis capable of easy
solution. It should be firmly insisted wpon
that every candidate should have put in at
least & year's teaching experience, and that
the candidate should produce acertificate of
fitness for the profession from the head of
the institution he has Seryed,
giving the certificate, the head of the insti-
tution should satisty himself that the teacher
is within the age limit, agnd has physical and
mental health, and above ali 1s hkely to
prove a good teacner of very good character,
Daring this period of teaching experieng
every candidate should be required
acquaiat himself with the basic priacipl
education, general methods of teashin

Before -

-
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®ohool organisation, and to give at least three
model lesaons just before the certificate of

. fitness for the profession is issued by the

head of institusion.

Above all the candidates must be inter-
viewsd and the mental agility and the per-
sonality of the candidates should be assessed,

An entrance test, if necessary, may be
held. In this cobnection it is very interes-
ting to note what is dome at Land Nider-
sachsen in Germany.  First, candidates
write an essay oo one of three subjects—
educational,  sociological, or general.
Beoondly, there is practical examination in
gymuastics, music, art, and activity with
children. After the practical examinations,
students appear in threes before the assem-
bled staff or before two of them. They are
given a thems for discussion and are told to
discuss it among themselves, Finally, at a
combined sitting of the staff the candidates
are sortcd cut on the results of the markirg
as suitable forimmediate acceptance, unsu:t-
able and rejecteq,

All these principles of selection for teach-
ers’ training,~-pay effective precautions,—
will certainly ensure that intending teachers
before being admitted to trainiog schecls
or colleges are prime facie likely to make
good. Such a syster of selection will also
ensure bet{cpghtivs far thes <o’

en better tralnicg.

’ '.Jndoubtedly cornman

gv?;‘»!:t the hands of the public.

_ In teacher tra\nifg urse
modification of s‘he co

hology s0 8

hz§(a11ygnece§sary to tig

f juvenile delinguency BRE © ~ 4 T

?I‘lie teacher candidates =

mental bygiene and also

¢ ble them to tac A
° i!;:al'\ty problems of pupils.

~uld also b

=1 gilhingness Ol tud vl
Efficient teachers
d greater respect

i o jasm
jastitutions & m'd\cal digoity, enthusiasie
s in educational

iene
include Mental Hygre itie )
to 1pclu Xle the problEIDS d'\SC\p\lne are dlg
d maladjustments.  fairpess, scholar
Wel(li and vitality.
3 sychiatry 4D .
i inciples of psycbi® : ssal 0
grounded in the pr b ebe w};ll trame@ I esources Bt the disp
school sitaations,

e trained on Bas_,\c‘
j « adio-visual Education, Socia
Lo

Education and Citizenship Education. Such
& pew turn to the presemt courses will
certainly reqnire a two year training period,
Liet us not be baffled by this very ides. In
England thers is a move to abolish the
emergency training colleges, and make the
duration of the period of training three
years,

(¢) It may be not be an exaggeration to
say that the key to his status lies in his own
persoaality, In fine a Teacher with a fine
personality can easily win the estesm of his
popils, brother-teachers and the society, In
aocient India the teacher was revered, He
was held in high esteem because of his
winning personality, depth of scholarship,
sense of fairoess and justice, devotion to
duty, spirit of service and sacrifice, and
above ail love for his popils. Teachers of
to-day must tcy to emulata the Gurus of
accient India and then Society will certainly
regard them as their leaders.

Orgatisation, important as it is, counts
for little except as it is vitalaised by the
living personality of the teacher. Library,
furniture, building, laboratory, the whole
garment of  educational parapbernalia
pale into insignificsnce before the most
iwportant factor which is indeed the central
citadel of the educational [ortregs | T~ o

) ersonality

The ing‘ed‘entfs Ofr aC\fPog da‘;e address,

according to Prolesso

ersonal Bppesyanes

i fairness,
~holarship a.,nd i
’ personality important

pity Or reserve,

vitality,
ualities ©

'love, one of the greatest
3

‘Discipline,’ §8y8
personal P

to have i8 love for his p_upil&
who oan love his pupt

imi t
optimism, reserve O

sincerity, sympa’t;)gé

enthusiasm,

ship. sin_cerity, s%mg.::il?‘;

To this list ma;:l isc;)\'ma:y
f the teacher.
Pest&llozz'i. ‘must bie g?is:i
o il Do o tome with suceess  oq gnd controlled by, love. The mig

v teacher can hope
ower that Aoy The teacher

1s to cbedience, love
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them to industry, love them to loving him,
has mastered the whole secret of perso-
nality and teaching technique, Liovae is the
mysterious solvent of all sorts of difficulties
that arise in school or closs,

D. Coxanusion,

To sam up pedagogy and peaury now go
together., We mnst remove the ward
‘penary’ and insert ‘prospecity’ in ite place.
The recommendation of the Central Pay
Commission shonld be accepted as the basis
and ateps must be taken immediately to
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implement them. Becondly grestest oart
is to be exercised not ouly in the selection
of teachers for training, but in their sotnal
training to improve the teaching personnel,
Thirdly the Teacher has to strive hard to
imprvove his personality by bis own eﬁartg.
Pechaps in the fast wesort it 15 1?!8
character, resourcefulness,  soholarship,
vitality, industry, sense of fairness and
justice, spirit of service snd sacrifloe
devotion to duty, loyalty to the profession
and self-confidence that will largsly deter
mine hig status in Sogiety’ '

Sm—

VISUAL INSTRUCTION AND USE OF FILM
PROJECTORS IN SCHOOLS

By Ser T. N. Bao, B.A., LT, Deputy Inspector of Schools, Hadagalli {(Bellury DL)

HE Mysore Government has wisely
introdnced Visual laustruction from the
pext academic year in 18 centres, with
B centres to be added every year at &
pop.recurring and recurring expenditure of
Rs. 1,75,0G0 for pupils of High and Middle
School classes. Vo start with, G:neral and
Informastional flms are to be exhibited.
The fea levied for benefita of these shows,
is really small and reasonable. The Madras
Government also bas already issued orders
regulating fees for iamstructional shows in

Ronnw 3- =0 Ok 1
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By pawva. .

sound)silent projectors and show the

teachers the way to handle them properly
and with gare,

Becondly expert teachers should prepars
teacher's notes apd make runping commen-

taries with models, and cbarts wherever
necessary,

Thirdly, the time-tables of schools, High
and Middle, should be conveniently adjust-
ed 10 provide 50 to 60 munates of uselal
instruction every day, on several subjaots,

for shows. The o{l-eng?ua genetators shatie. should
be properly housed and rua, in piasces not

~hoot

Visaal Instruction is a short-cut to Jearn- served by electricity, Ry

ing, knowledge and cultre, Like modern Fifthly, an inspecting officer well versed -
air-bravel, 15 covers the longest distance

in film lore snd projectors should supervise
the course of instruction and suggest ways
and means of improving it, in the hight of
practical experience gained. He should
combine-in him the fasctions of an Kduca-
tiops! laspector, a film-representetive, and
a cine-mechanic. He may be given the .
halp of an expert-mechanic when necessary’
Bixth, a film-library may be comstitutr -
for every 4 or 5 districts, lor supply -
loaning of educational Hims that wr ;ﬂ?

within the shortest time, possible. Oaly the
Visual Educator should gusid himself
againss accidents, pitfalls, snd other exi-
gencies during the course of instructicn.
This he can do well, provided he can pilot
a well-planned scheme, snd handle the
projectors and films to the best advaniage
of pupils.

The first thing that is to be done, is
to provide our schools with snitable

’
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jed for by institutions, These film-
ries should combine the functions of
nly a library, but those of Film-distri-
s and Film exchanges.

venth, competent Educationists should
vited to snggest skeleton-themes for
ational films to be produced, and also
st suitable fresh topics for fllmsatising,
view to enrich the Film-libraries.

Now let ns speak of Projectors to be
used in Schools, and in Social Edacation,
Women - welfare Rural colleges, Night-
sohools, and Aduit Education centres.

Tt has been found that 16 M.
Sound/silent, 85 M. M projectsrs, and film
strip prcjectors are mo:t suitable for visual
instruction purposes. lo Bocial Education,
Adult Education ocampaigns, Women-wel-
fare centres, the Tour-van system equipped
with a cioe.projector of theatrical level,
would be most suitable but in schools the
projectors mentioned above will ordinarily
serve the purpose,

The chief requiremeunts of a good school-
projectcr for extbiting sub-standard, cine-
matographic, Kducational films should be
as follows :—

(1) Portabilitys

(2) Simple mechanism suited for handling
by an average intelligent Teacher.
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(3) Easy threading arrangement, with
spools capable of giving continuous show
for 50 to 60 minutes,

(4) 750 to 1000 watt bulb, with coated
lens, that can give a well defiaed and olear
picture on the screen.

(5) Film-capacity 2000 fs.
(6) Noiseless motion of its parts, with 3 or
4 sprackets.

(1) A powerful excitor-lamp,
amplifier and tone control,

(8) Microphone plug arrangement for

giving runoing commentaries when neces-
sary.

and an

(9) Speedometer or speed adjustor both
for silent and sound flms.

(10) A cooling system to prevent damage
to films and machine, Oil.engine generators
with 110-t0-125 Volts, can be used for
ronning these projectors where electricity
is not available.

A good beadzd screen

4 ft—4" %X 5 ft—10" or
5 ft—4" x 6 ft—10~
should also be provided for schools.

It 1s hoped, that in view of the import-
auce of Visual liducation 1a many systems
of Educa.lonal plavning, the Government
will coiie to the aid of several 1nstitations

in this presidency and maks Visual Instruc-

tion & success. o .

N,
I ————— 3
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BY 8g1 8. SrixIvasacHaBL M.A,, B.T.

II
THE PrrPaRrar1on oF PARENTS
lN ell matters covucerning education the
problem of problems is the re educati' n
of parents and teachers. That we should be
thinking of re educating the very instru-

ghents through which all sound education is

" inssible is a tragic fact of our national life,

fes

+ Mysore, (Continued from page 104},

Experience shows that most children are
ill-bred becauss their pareats are ill-bred 3
most children’ are stupid beciuse their
parents are stupid 3 most children are un-
clean because their parenfts have never
impressed upon them the value of clean-
liness, Therefore we must think of a
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technique by which parents and teachers
can be brought to a more scientific under-
standing of the problems of non-school
education. There sre several ways in
which it can be tried, ’

_ If the family is to play a progressive part
in our nationsl education, it can be done
only with the intelligent cocperation of the
father and mother. This requires that
both the father and the mother must be
educated in the art of bringing up children.
Before going into farther detail, it is well
$o remember that the duties and responsibi-
lities of the two are not identical. Further,
the educaticnal details are not the same for
both boys and girls at all stages since
Nature and Scciety have imposed upon the
sexes different capabilities and responcibi-
lities, Therefore where & mother succeeds,
the father may not.

In order to educate parents in their res-
pective responsibilities, fathers and mothers
must be organised into their respective
unions, on whose platform "they can discuss
their particular difficulties and problems
and seek the guidance of professional educa~
tionists, The organisation of such unions
13 very much easier in the cities and towns
than in villages. But even the cities and
towns have not led the way so far sava in
exceptional cases. Very recently Miss
Chellam, the headmistress of the National
High School, Mylapore, Madras, organised
& Mothers’ Union on her own initiative. An
account of its working is anxiously awaited
tb}gmpeople Interested in this aspect of educa-

Children during their infancy and child-
hoqd will be entirely under the care of
their mothers or nurses, who introduce
them &s it were, inta the various ways of
social 18nd intellectual life. Their hegith
their speech, their play and in fact GVer:
thing that goes to make the life of the
child hea'thy, intelligent and serviceab'e is
dependent upon the care bestowed upon
them by their mothers.

The first and fgremost duty of the
mothers’ unloos will be to educate the

{hers in the useful and necessary art of

motbers hildren This requires a sound
upbripging cAIATEE:

elementary knowledge of infant psychology

combined with an intelligent appreciation

of the needs of society. They must there-

fore be provided with opportunities to listen
to and read on subjects bearing on their
responsibilitses. Regalar classes miy be
held for a foztnight or so in the villages for
the benefit of mothers by & permanent
body of instructors whose chiet business
will be to tour the conntryside.

Penqdical surveys and investigaitions to
determine the influence of existing family
conditions on the education of children in
the rural and arban areas may be entrusted
toa body of experts devoted to research,
aod these have necessar:ly to be high-paid
servants of the BState. Since the factors
which obstruct a happy synthesis between
the family environment and scientific educa-
tion are many and potent, the State must
€Vince & living interest in the day-to-day
administration of schools of all descriptions
and the ad ministration of educational faci-
lities within the family environment,

PARENTS’ RESPONSIBILITIRS

What are the ways in which parents can
help the cause of education and thusg oase
the burden on ths State? The influence of
the mother and her ways of life and be.
haviour on the development of the daaghter
s tremendous, The mother’s responsibility
and privilegs in thig respect cannot by any
means be shared by the father, in the firsh
place because of the diffsrence in sex, and
secondly because thers are outstaz;ding
differences in their temperaments! and
émotioual make.np. In addition to it he
will be away from home for the major part
of the day and the mother will be the sole
mistress. The daties of a healthy, loving

and affectionate wife ‘will very soon get

mixed up with the responsibilities of
ixlxlothe:hooc'i. Even in the education of boys
Ue mother’s part is none the less important

ntil the'chl_ld can walk and talk, he spends'
Ik?OSt of his time with the mother who feeds
flm. washes him and attends to hig comy
orts, The mother’s patience and

contact with her child
o et with ldren far exceed t

/
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’éohr as the ipherited potentialities of
the children are ooncerneq.. the parent-
educator is jn & better position than the
professional school teacher. In a classroom
the pupils are drawn from all sorts of
families and the differences as batween them
both in regard to their inherited characteris-
tios snd the family environment will always
be wide, and oall for varying degrees and
types of personal attention at the hands of
the teacher. Such personal attention 1
clearly impossible within the limits of
school education.

This deficiency could, to a very consider-
able extent, be made good in the home by
parents in the course of the early education
of their children, that is, even before they
attain the school-going age of five or six.
This observation does not overlook instincas
of families where abnormal children exist as
brothers or sisters of perfecily normal ones 3
but such cases are few and far between.
They call for sp:cial attention at the hands
A statiatical
survey is sure to reveal that quite a consider-
able number of schoal-going boys and guels
do not fit into the scheme of state-regulated
where

happen to have
suffored nervous shocks or diseases atfzcting
their nervous system or emoticnal make-up.
Heredity may in some iostances be respousi.
The result usually is that they
will learn better without the social ass.cia-
tion of their ccntemp raries tnan withit,

of both parents and teachers.

school education. This happens

children in their terns

ble for it.

Most parents, including those who are
educated and enlightened, will be ignorant
their
children, and taking their normal bshavicur
within the family circle as fairly indicative
of their gregarious and amiable disposition,
gend them to Schools where, instead of
developing healthy social contacts aud learn.
ing school lessons, they prove to be socal
They
are exactly the type who endure maltreat:

" of the abpmormal consti:ution of

misfits and dullards in their classes,

+* ment at the bands of their equals in age,

95 If such consequences follow their admis-
'« to school, the parents must have the
‘om to withdraw them and provide

’f N
fea
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educatianal facilities within their homs until
the subject improves his emotional response
to the ordinary situations of school life,
This requires not only the maximam .of
sympathetic attention but calls for qualities
of patience and personal undecstanding, of
which only parents are capable.

But parents, in order to be able to fulfil
this task, must first be trained in the art,
at least in a very general sense of the term.
This can be better done if they are organis-
ed into unions through whose influance
they cin secure the consijered advice of
educational psychologists. The iofluence
that parents exercize upon their children in
the moulding of their character and persona-
lity is very considerable and the dictnm
that example is better than preceot is best
borae out in this field. Evea if the educa-
tional influences of the school fall bslow the
mark of expectations, the deficiencies are
made good invariaply by a sound family
education.

When in every city and towa there are
parents’ unions of this type, actively engaged
i improving the techaique and metnods of
education, they can also help to moulfl the
state-policies and school-methods 1in &
manner which we cin only imagine now.
It we accept the principle that parents must
as » rule evince direct and personal interest
in the general progress of school-going
children, it 1s done best by urganised effort.

35 much for the co-ordination of the
activities of parents and schools. But many
virtues, essential to a sound social lLife, are
built primarily within the configes of the
home' Personal cleanliness, devotion to
one'’s kith and kin, mutual help, respect for
¢lders, and mapy tastes as love of good
furniture, good pictures, tidiness, habits
pertaining to diet and house-kesping develop
eszentislly within the environs of the

family, Theseare valuesas lmportaut tothe
private life of the individaal as they are for
the national life of a counatry. Tae child
learus them quickly and well if patents
take car6 to promote them, A charackeristie
of all normal boys and girls is their desire
to piay adults; they want to go shopping,

cscciats themselves frecly with their goge
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temporaries in age, entertain guests, and do
mapy scores of odd jobs exactly as their
elder brothers or parents would do.

The presence of $his natural impulse must
not only be recognised, but actively encou-
raged so as to enable them, in their own
way, to canalise this urge in useful channels.
It gives them a feeling of pride aud confi-
dence, the value of which it is impossible to
exaggerate. The virtue of self-reliance is
rarely taoght in schools, and even where
it is taught, it is inadequate. If parents fail
to provide for this deficiency, it will result
in & major tragedy of education.

Bpecially in regard to girls,
better suited than the home for
training in domestic duties,

no place is
wholesome

FamiLy HRRITAGE

One of the many important factors which
condition the development of personality in
children is the family tradition, It is com-
mon experience that we attach, almost
unconsciously, great respect and regard to
particular persons because they come from
particular families considered respectable.
The belief that the traditions of the family
determine the character and Fersopality of
the individual is so common that it may be
termed a popular, though pardonable,
superstition.

Usually what gives respectability to fami-
lies is their wealth or social position, Ina
country like India where circamstances of
birth, caste and wealth have played a
decisive influence for centuries, it is hard to
get rid of this belief. In many cases the
prosperity or otherwise of individuals has
been due to circumstances of bicth, and
wealth is & very deceptive factor entering
into our judgement of men and Women,
But most men who consider themselves as
coming from respectabls families show g
marked ‘family-patriotism' and they are
naturally very sensitive about it, Kyen g
confirmed scoundrel would not pocket the
remark that his ancestry is disreputable,

As edacationists We are interested only in
the educative valae of this sentiment in alt

L~
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men and women, and not in the corrsctiess -
or incorrectpess of their claims to respec-
tability. Just as the instinct of self-regard
is a powerful instrument in education, senti-
ments associated with family traditions caa
be turned to good account. While in
matters of etiguette and taste wealth does
play a very significant part, other qualities
which are socially desirable like generosity,
hospitality, trath-speaking, etc., are prima;
rily developed in the environs of the family.
In this regard, however, family tradition
plays a very useful role. Where the tradi-
tions of a family are really praiseworthy, it
is easy to chase children into desirable
modes of behaviour when they happen to
stray,

An anecdote from personal knowledge
may be recorded as typical evidenge, A
school-going boy who was in his adolescencs,
happened to fall into undesirable company,
and despite his potential brilliance fared
continuously badly in school. His irregula-
rity in class attendance and unruly
behaviour threatened to affect other chil-
dren. He developed wrong habits and the
teacher’'s repeated endeavours did not
improve him. As a last resort the teacher
appraised the father of his son’s intransi.
geance and warned him that if he did not take
effective steps the future of the boy might
for ever be ruined. The father, who knew
his responsibilities, took it keenly to heart
and instead of punishing him, patieatly
persuaded him to change his ways. The
one powerful factor which operated in the
reformation of the boy was the family tradis
tion for scholarship and learning to Which
the father drew his pointed attention. The
high esteemm in which the family wag
still held by other members of society
worked in favour of the father,

It is easy to build up good traditions im
every family and this by jtself can be a rich
heritage of which the father or mother can
be proud. In this particular regard, how-
ever, the state or the school can bardly
interfere, and hence the responsibility lies/
almost entirely upon the parents,

(To be continued)

THE STATE LANGUAGE

By SaI MaxinpBA CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTY THAKUR

INCEF‘t/he attainment of Independence
Sby India, the question of a State

.~*fianguage has loomed large in the couatry
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snd we have practically been inoundated
with views, reviews or opinions in periodical
publications on the subject in the m-an
time. The matter is very important and
needs be thrashed out before any decision
is arrived at finally. From the E:nna
Minpister of India down to the ordimary
person—many have expressed their opinions
on the subject and it remains yet to be
decided. An analysis of tha trend of these
discussions resolves into claims being put
forward on behalf of (1) Sanskrit (2) Bengali
and (8) Hindi with arguments in support of
each. To our knowledze and information
no claims worth the name have been puLt
forward on behalf of any other language
except some casual observations in favour
of Urdu. Itis heartening that thsissue i3
still in the plane of discussions and has not
yet assumed the form of a maj.r contro-
versy, Wae propos: to take a brief note
of the stand and viewpoints of the
advocates 1n regard to each and make some
observations on the cumulative effect.

Hindi~Fortunately for Hindi which has
the best claims to representing a whole
nation, its advocates are illuminating figures
in the cruntry. Pandit Nebru has spokea
on severa. occasions on this subject and has
invariably supported Hindi or Hindustani.
“¥e bas referred to the virtues of a state
lapguage, disfavoured the clm‘ms_ of Sans-
krit* and supported those of Hindi. He has
notsaid a word as to whether Hind:t possesses
these virtues. lIn fact Hindi is hopelessly
inadeguate to represent a wmighty natios and

1 A lew bave spoken io favour of English, but tais
any serious no'e of,

4
.

he could not argue & bad case to success.
The only impression that 1s left_m“thxs
connection is that the case of. Hiundi has
been accepted as a fail accomply and. there-
fore it has been for him %o favour it with
his blessings. Panditji however spoke not
as the Prime Minist:r of India but as an
author. It makes no diffsrence to ths
Government staff in whatever capacity he
speaks; for occasions have besn very faw
and far betwaen when their voice has not
echosl their master's. But the public
reserve the right to weigh his argumeants.

Bengali—The political leaders of Bengal
have mostly kept mum over the matter.
Some have sold their conscience, some
others are probably afraid of incurring the
displeasure of the senior lealers by express.
ing any view that is not likely to be coun-
tanancad by them, Tha rest have r2sorted
to silenca as the only golden mean for
reasons kaown best to themselves. DBuat
truth is trath aod blazss forth in its native
glory. ln respect of wealth of imagery,
beauty of cadence, melody of expressions,
literary wealth, grandeur and excellence,
flexibility, absorbab.lity etc, Hindi is no
match for Bengali, The only argument of
any weight that was advanced ia suppact of
the claims of Hindi is tnat it is spoken by
the largest number of people iu Intia, But
that also is now an exploded belief, and
Hindi has no claimsi whatsoever to becomiag
the State language of India except that
for certain mystertons reasons it has been
supportei by Pandit Nanru and >nuge other
lesser luminaries. -

Sanskrit—Of all it has been the soniary
instance of Dr. Katiu, Governor of West

e e e v T e o g e i

is unbenable in the face of i% and has aat been taken

2 But for the observation of Dr, Katju, Governor of West Bengal, Fandlt Nebru would‘ not have pfoba‘h.
" believed that Sanskrit can have any claims to becoming the State language of lodia, Tn {act it has
8 very poor performance that the elalms of . ‘
1onded, though tlindi has naoe of vhe virsu:s, aod Jaaskriv all, tequired oy a State Language,

Satskriv bhave been rejected and those of Hindi



184 THE EDUCATIONAL REVIEW

Bengal, who has spoken in support of
Banskrit and has spoken with all the power
that be can command in this connection,
It must be admitted that Dr. Katju has been
thoroughly outspoken in his observations.
It requires in the present day® a great
ccurage of conviction to support the cause
of Sanskrit which is summarily diswissed
as being a dead langnage, Dr. Katju is a
great scholar, a great thinker and a man
of great circumspection. Sentiment does
not get the better of his reason and he is
not thrown off the balance on a platform,
His observaticns need be considered coolly
aod dispassionately. Amongst all Indian
leaders, it was the late revered Tilak,
Mahatma Gandbi, Pandit Malaviya and a
few others who lived a purely lodian life
under Indian ideals and aspirations, Plain
living and bigh thinking found its fullest
and spontaneous expression in them, They
were unostentatious in dress and absolutely
careful in food and lived a saintly life,
*Enjoy by discarding’, which is the Indian
i1eal as propounded in the Upanishads, was
the saving of their lives. Most of the other
Indian leaders now at the helm of affairs
are more or less Anglicised in outlook and
wonld prefer a European mode of life to an
Indian one. This smacks of imitation of
the form and not of the spirit. We should
probably fiod out a via medi s and that must
be a combination of the Indian ideal of
plain living and high thinking and the
Britich virtues of discipline, punctuality, and
the spirit of adventure, The prosperity of
the country lies in a spontaneous fusion of
these virtues of the East and the Wesf—
neither in tco much detachment . as from
the Indian angle of vision nor in tog much
of speculation as from the Western point of
view., Thbe truly Indian leader is he who
shall combine in him all these virtues and
shall be perpetually wakeful that the Indign
ideal is not sacrificed. We need not fear
that the adcption of Sanskrit as the State
lapguage of lndia will make us saints over-

B R s e T U N
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.8 We are profoundly grateful to Katju who has

reason te belicve that bis voice must be heard begauss

popularity t9 & sacred Isolatlan, Here bis soul i1 “lPOHen a stern Truth. He bas fiot preferred ¢

18 represents an sternal Truth,

night and we will all renounce the world
and seek shelter in forests and mountain
caves,

In the opinion of some, Sanskrit is the
language sexclusively of the Hindus and
represents all that stands for Hinduism
only, Bat the Dominion of Indiy is a
secular state and consists of different races
whose mothertongue is far removed fxom
Sanskrit.
them to master the language. Bat this is
not a sound thesis. If a Hicdu or a Moslem
can master English or any other foreign
language, why should he fail to master
Sanskrit? In fact there are many scholars
whose knowledge of Saaskrit has made
them internationally reputed; and the Kast
and the West have shared equally the
wealth that is in Sanskrit. Moreover, the
study of language, even when it is made
the State Lianguage, may not be obligatory
and the provision for learning the mother
tongue will in no case be ruled out.

The Glory thal is Sanskrit.—(a) Wealth of
the Lianguage '~ Sanskrit as the language of
the Vedas and Upanishads was the language
of & mighty people. It is one of the richest
languages of the world. In point of wealth
of imagerv, literary excellence and depth of
insight into the eternal verities of life, no
other langusge has equalled it and this
height of excellencs was attained by a
people who subordinated muadane interests
fo spiritual ones and yet was not altogether
indifferent to the world around, Now the

story of this mighty language is g sad -

reading, Ever since the begimnitigs of
history, we find that there-has been violent
Impact of carrents and cross carrents of
ldeas and ideologies in India and byt for a

language like Sanskrit, our cultare would ..

bave been wiped out. But Sanskrit captared
the imagination of the whole people, No
body could think of a worse sacrilege than
any violence to be done to it. It was and
bas been still held in such high estesm that

S e i

like o star that dwells apari’h; and we have

It will, therefore, be difficult for

' to the level of their standard.
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1t is @niversally regarded as the langusge of
the gods. (Devabhasha). That worshipfal
reverence toc the language, tpontaneous in
origin and fed by sll the warmth of feeling,
due to g sure snd sincerely religious outlook
on life, bas vot suffered any diminution even
through cepturies. Nows it will be doing
injustice to Sanskrit if the natural dearth of
gome provincial languages and stanted
growths of otbers is sttributed to the
dominating influence of Sanskrit. There
must have been a time when Sanskrit was
8 tpoken language and this alone can account
for the existence of Prakrit and other
similar langunages, But the language of the
mass cannot interest any people who are
jutellect®!ly well-advanced and are afier
the higher pursuits of life, If any language
is to be the language of the people, it need
not necessarily be valgar and brought down
The dssired
object is to be attained just in the other
way — by improving the condition of the
people in respect of education etc, and
making them worthy of the higher standard
of the lapguage, It wonld indeed be very
sad if we are to sacrifice the wealth of a
langnags for such pet theories.*

Capacity for growth —There is no deny-
ing the faot that Sanskrit his had an
immense capacity for growth. How else
can one account for the growth of a
comprehensive literature embracing all the
aspects of human life. And that literatare
attained perfection at a time when the rest
of the world was steeped in ignorance and
superstition, That is a remarkable achieve-
ment, and WwWe are surprised to see the

“speative impulse that acted behind and

prompted the development of such a gread
lapguage without borrowing anything what-
soever from any source. In short, this

magnificent lapguage has been absolutely
self-sufficient. Philosophers and thinkers
of international repute have openly and
honestly admitted the super-excellence of
this language and the great indebtedness of
other languaces to it, There is nothing to
apprehend that a lapgnage with such
greatness is not pregoant with further
possibilities. We fully endorse the view of
Pandit Nehru that the greatest heritage of
India is Sanskrit literatare and language.
We would add that the civilisation with all
that it stands for which has been
transmitted to us throngh Sanskrit, is the -
greatest heritage of humanity. A unigne
opportunity has been offered to us by the
advent of independence to utilize fully
Sanskrit and explore all the treasure that
still lies hidden from our view. If Bengali,
Hindi or any other langnage of India were
a sensible object, it should have hung down
its bead in shame to see that its claims to
be the state language of Iadia are being
preferred in supersession of those of
Sanskrit,

To say or uphold the view that Sanskrit
is a dead lanpuage and so forfeit its claim
on that ground is a sacrilege—an outrage
on the course of justice. The claims of Hindi
to being the State langnage of India cannot
stand even by the side of those of Bengali.

What Hiodi is to-day is so only by
gathering fragments from here and there
of the vast wealth of Sanskrit. The same
observation applies even to Bengali which
is immensely richer than Hindi, In the
face of such unassailable facts, ‘it would be
criminal to brush aside the claims of Sans-
krit on fantastic groands.

Wealth of Sanskrit .—Literary wealth is
as great & test of & living language as

4 “Classical Languages have played a very great part in the development of human saciety. At the

ghme time ihey bave rather jmpeded the growth of popular languages.....esceeceesesoe.... In India Sanskrit
" had such a dominating jnfluence that the Prakrits and what subsequently became proviocial languages were

Elther stunted...ccoeevrnrren .0

« ‘l¢ The Question of Language—Jawaharlal Nehru.

o eanenes ~.A language must base {tself on its ancient roots and at the same time vary and expand
<« ving needs and be esseatially the language of the mass of people.......ue .

astion of Language — Jawabarial Nehry,
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capacity for its growth. A language that is
neither rich nor can coin words and
expressions, as required by the advaucement
of education, is practically dead. Fortunate-
ly for Sanskrit, we have in it a literature
that comprises the whele cycle of human
life and activities and is extremely rich.
According to some ancient Indian seer,
dialectics, the three Vedas and the sciences
of commerce and administration are
instrumental in the preservation of human
society. According to another seer, Phone-
tics, Ritnals, Grammar, Lexicon, the
sciences of astrclogy and astronomy, Pro-
sody, the Four Vedas, the Philosophy of
Mimsmsa and Nyaya, the Puranas (ex-
pounding creation, destruection, history as
also the change of the cycle of existence,
chronology of events ete.) and the science

of morals are essential for reguliting
human life and existence, Brihaspati adds
four more:—the sciences of physiology and
anatomy, archery, music including decora-
tions etc. and economics including political
philosophy. And in Sanskrit, we are told
that there are authoritative texts on these
subjects which have scarcely been rivalled
in any other language of the wortd, Soma
people allege that Sanskrit lacks aod that
awfully in technical terms, particularly in
military science. But if the march of
events requires new terms and expressions,

the same can be easily coined from Sanskrit,
thus sati:fying the demands of the times
and advancement of education in any
branch of knowledge.

—The Teachers' Journal, Caleutta-
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EDITORIAL NOTES

TBE following devalopments have charac.
Provinces other than Mad-
Progress of - ras during the past year:
Educm‘gﬁ n (taken from the Inter.
the Jadian  n
inces in  Tiducation, 1948).
71947-48 AssayM: Starting of 300
junior and 50 senior basic
: and middle schools 3 committee of
experts for the preparation of basic text
books ; improvement in existing centres for
starting of village libraries and study circles
for facilitating post-literacy work - starting
of 8 training schools for hasic teachers,
education in the Brindaban area; adult
education scheme } opening of basic educa-
tion centres for training basic teachers.
villages havirg no schools: opening of
hotels for selected full grai- primary
scho ls; introduction of craft teachiog iu
the basic system of education ; introduction
of compulsory primary education amoug
backward class children ; prowvision cf play-

terized the eduocational activities in
national Year Book of

~chools by eonverting some of the existing
mass literacy and opening of new ones;
Binar: Introduction of compulsory basic
Bosmay: Opening of primary schools in
primary schools with a view tn 1ntresuliog
grounds and schoo! farms; traiing  of

. -primary teachere ; liquidation of adult lite.

racy, and adult education made general,
CENTBAL PROVINOKS & BRuaR: Opening
of 2,500 primary schools 1n school. less
Bareas; extension to primary schoo. baild-
10gs; constitution of a Basic Education
Boua:l* conversion of 92 existing middle

. SChOOlS inty senior basic schoois ; adult

eédueation scheme ; introduction of M.E4d.

and research courses in Bpence Trainiog
College,

_ OB_JBSA: Opening of 500 primary schools
in villages; LPEDIDE of basic schools for ab-
originals and SelDl-a0onginals ; openin - of

» to adout
provision of thres
rban areas where
! : ed ; provision of g4
9 o0 mobile units with either film strip
,s.é?kgrs or magic lanterns for use in
1SS vus.

fes -7-38

240 pupil teachers otly 3
film projection units in u

]

Unirep Provinors: Opening of addi-
tional 2,200 ‘primary basic schools; provi-
sion of vocational training in secondary
Hindustani middle schosls; introduction of
compulsory primary education ia the urbaa
areas; conversion of ordinary primary
schools into basic schools; construction of
primsary school buildings ; graats to libraries
and reading rooms in rural areas,

Wesr BENGAL: Opening of basic train-
ing school ; training of staff for the basic
primary schools; increasing salaries of

primary school teachers; adult education
scheme,

We wonder how far the provinces keep
in touch with one another in their edaca.
tiogal experiments and advances.

It is instructive for Indian educationists
to understand the chief bases of the
traditionally handed down
Chinese educational ideo-
logy and its present view
point. We exhort oue teach.
ers to pander over the
following acsount of it, as described ia the
chiper on China, wi The In‘ernationil
Year Book of Edueation, 1943, particalacty
as it has close aflimties with the teaditional
Indian 1dealogy !

“lhe wsnciest teachings of Confucigs,
Mencius and a host of others find & distiger
parallel 1n the principles sud id-=als of
modern democratic edasstion. Syme of
the writings left to posterity by those sages
of yore propounded tneir almost uaited
views on the aims of edacation withia a
democratic society. Tbus in the Book of
Analeets, Confucius is recorded to have
propagated the principle of ‘Instruction
without discrimination’.  The ‘Universal
Love’ as advoeated by the philosopher
Mo ti, has become a fandameatal factor in
buidirg up tne peace-toving teaduion of the
Chipese people.  liubuet wun the spiait of
these sa_es, the Chiness people Dave always
npheid the 1aeals of veueratioa to learawag
and respect for truth.

“Butit was not until Dr, Sua Yat-San,
the father of the Chinese Kepublic, that a
real democratic nation was bequeathed to
the Chiness people. He has eariche 'nan.

Ideals of
Chinese
Education
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kind with the legacy of his political philo.
sophy, which is generally known as‘*The
Ssn Min Chu I', ‘The Thres People's
Priociples’, Based on these principles, the
chief aims of Chinese education are to
eradicate illiteracy, to diffase modern
scientific knowledge, to raise the standard
of living. The age-long aspiration of the
Chinese people is: *The whole world is one
family’, Hence it can be seen that China’s
popular education, generally called ‘people’s
education’ clearly reflects, both in connota-
tion and in objective, the basic outlines, of
the scheme promoted by UNESCO aund
known as ‘fundamental education’.

“With such educational traditions as the
background, a number of guiding principles
for the promotion of popular education in
China bave been closely followed. The
chief among these are: (1) there must be
equal edacational opportunities for all,
irrespective of sex, religion or occupation ;
(2) children’s education and supplementary
education must receive equal emphasis ;
(4) fundamental education must be made
compulsory and free to all; (4) the Govern-
ment must plan to give the people funda-
mental education within a specified period 3
() the scheol years of fundamental educa-
ticn must 'be gradually lengthened as the
national econcmy and standard of calture
tmprove (at present, the compulsory educa.
ticp period is fcur years, and this period
should be later extended to six or nine
years); (6) peoples of different minority
races in the border regions should study
together with the Chinese in order to foster

a synthetic Chinese culture among all
races.”

A plea has been put forward by Mr. 0. C.
Gangoly in a recent pumber of The Teachers'
Journal (Calcutta) for secur-
ing a pan-Asian unity of
culture renaissance, and in

particular for renewing the
old cultural friendship between India and

Java, He urges that the cojtural movement
should be a two-way traffic, and the Javanese
and the Indians should develop a vital
relatiopship of cultural exchange.
“Althcugh Java is very heavily indebted
to India for ber cultore in the past, she has

Indonesian
Culture,

THE EDUCATIONAL REVIEW

preserved very rich traditions of Iadian art
and has ocontributed many new develop-
ments by introducing Indonesian elements,
which have vested Indian culture with many
new, original and unique qualities. So that
Java is in a positicn to make rich retarn
gifts to India in many phases of culture. On
the other hand, Java could usetully resnme
the cultoral intercourse she hid with India
up to the 14th century., Dariu; the lass
five hundred years India had deveivp.:
many new movements both in the religiou
and social spheres, The siguificant sosio-
religious movement on a democratic basis,
which obliterated castes and classes, was
first led by Chaitanya in Bengal in the
16th century, and, thereafter by the Hindu-
Moslem saint Kabir of Benares in the
17th century. An almost parallel move-

ment was initiated by the head of the
Sikh community in the Punjab, first by -
Guru Nanak (1469-1539) and later by Gura

Govind Singh (1664-1708). The Sikh Gurus
resembled Kabir and many other sagesin
their teachings, which laid stress oa the
unity of God, the futility of forms of wor-
ship and the unreality of caste distinctions.
To these significant cultural movements the
pineteenth century has contributed its qunota
through Ramakrishoa Puaramaham:a, the
Saint of Dakshineswar, apd through Ram
Mohan Roy, the rationalist reformer of
Bengal, the product of English education.
It is desirable that Modern Java should
investigate these later developments in India
and modernise her outlook on bfe. Bat
the more important thing is for Java to dig
deep into the profoundity of her own
agcient Indonesian culture and devel o
new pattern of 1ife in which the best phases
of medigeval and modern Indian culture
may be utilized and applied.

“In order to secure a Pan-Asian unity
the later phases of Indian culture, which
has culminated in the Poet Tagore and it

the new movement in lndian Pictorial An;

led by Dr. Abanindra Nath Tagore, shoulc.
be analysed and assimilated. This renew
of contact with India may quicken the
folding of the innate native genius of
Indonesian race and help dig up
which may generate newer aad

| -

" his inter

BOOK REVIEWS ,,

stceams of life, in which the elements of
the old historical cuitare will assume new
forms to solve the problems of modern
simes It is difficult to tLvisage the exact
pattern that a revival ol Indonesian genins
will imvolve. The forces of Indonesian
poidre have not died out; the old strength,
“the innate poutentiality, is lying dormant
sod is wailjog opportunities of new expres.

139
e be
sion. In o, forms sod patterns Indo-
nesian princ.;g  of civilization will express
themselves, it «s impossible to prophesy. It
is hoped that new lfe in South-Kastern
Asia will avoid the aggressive 'path of
Japan, the indiscretions of China, and the
denationalized orgy of foreignisiu in India

under the domination of Kuropean civilizi-
tion."

BOOK REVIEW

CEIKA DEevaiasa BixnapaM: Brmxe a
DISCOURSE ON TH& BSSENCE OF VISISHT-
ADVAITA : BY MaBaARAJA CHIKADRVARAJA
WaDaYar. IN 1HRER PaRTS: KaNNaDa
ORIGINAL, FREE TaAMIL TRANSLATION aND
FREE JONGLISHT TRANSLATION WITH NOTES.
By Smt R, Tirusarana Ivencar, B.A,
RE1IRED Assrszant CoMMISEIO NER, Vanl
viLas Moiranna, MYSORE, wWIrn a FORE-
WORD BY 8rt G.R. Josver, M.A, F.KE.S.
Paces 75, rrus 108 pLus 142 pLus iv
PLUS 1l pLUs xiv. PRICE Rs. 5 onwLy.
COPIES CAN BE HaD OF 1i7g CORONALION
PRrEss, CHEMARATS Roap, MYSORK.

This 1s 8 uvique publication in many
respects. In the first place, it is trilingual,
suggesting the sweep of Hindu cultare
8Cross barriers of Janguages, The followers
of Remanuja delight in «ihays Vedanta, a
literatore in  Sanskrit and a literiture in
Tamu, “nounding their philosophy ant

y religion, 1t 13 in the fitness of things there.
fore that a work of this kind should be
‘ade available in more than one language.
The work was written by Chikadevaraja
%W&da)’{br. who ruled Mysore for 31 years
“from 1673, Like King Bhoja, says Mr. Josyer
esting 1nt:oduction, he was both

"1 poet and s patron of poets. Ihis wide

talture, fine literary taste and generous
§ympathy towards the poor and ignorant are
alike evident in this work. Iu his introdue-
ion, thg royal author says that he has done
:Verything to ensure the worldly prosperity
f his people. They are free frowm the fear
f enemy kings. They are also secure {rom

the ill will ot the gods, Nature has been
kind to them, All that is left to him to do
is to eonsure their spiritual uphift. So he
undertakes to write in simpte Kannada prose
about the truths of religion, found in learn-
ed Saaskrit works, sy that the ignorant
masses and the women folk may learn the
right way of seeking salvation, He quotes
the famous declaration of Sri Krishna in
the (ita (1x. 31) that salvation is accessible
to all who resort to Him with loving devo-
ticn, irrespective of distinctions of caste, sex,
or character.

Crokadevaraja Wadayar has written in
simple and efegant Kannada prose. His
work is in the form of thirty representa-
tions to Narayana, worshipped in the famous
shrine at Melkote. Kaich representation
deals with a specitied topic of philosaphie
and rehgious importance brietly, clearly
and decisively.  And all the representations
together cover the major part of the philo.
sophy of Visishtadvaita. Naturally techpical
metaphysics is not 106 much in evidence, but
Wwe have a popular exposition of meta-
physical principles and trushs.

There 18 not the shightest doubt that we
have bere one of the best introduct

_ 1003 to
the study of the philosophy of Kam AU A,
It is amazing t5 consider the vast ground

covered with so much ease and in so foy
pages, Apdit shows how even $0 late 4s
the 17th century the ancient Indian royal
tradition cf the philosopher-kiny  (the
ra;arishi) could throw up a briihant example
like this prince of Mysore,
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No praise can be Sbat poli:OF the care
and devotion with Whiel,es kn-: Lirunarana
Iyengar has undertaken” w.e translation of
the work in Tamil and English as a labour
of love. The pervasive unity of Hinda
culture is shown by the fine standard attain.
ed by the Tamil translation. The basic
concepts find themselves equally at home in
both the languages. The notes in Tamil

snd English are intended to add to the
information given in the Representations
and to lead the interested reader to farther
studies,

We commaend the work to the attention
of all stndents of Hindu eulturs and phile-
sophy. We may add that hﬁexmllenﬂy
got up. i

ey

NEWS AND NOTES ‘

8r1 SaBEESAN THANKSGIVING FUND,
Sri 8. Natarajan writes:

In accordance with the wishes expressed
by the delegates that assembled in confe-
rence at Karnool, the Executive Board of
the SBouth India Teachers’ Union considered
ways of expressing gratitude to Sri M. S,
Sabhesan for his invaluable services to the
Teaching Profession in particular and to
the canse of Education in general, during
nearly three decades of his association with
the South India Teachers’ Union, as its
Secretary for well over 16 years and as its
President for pearly ten years. It is propos
ed to raise & Thanksgiving Fund by getting
contributions from teachers and others
interested in Education and the Teachiog
Profession. The Kxecutive Board contem.
plates the presentation of a purse to Sri,
Sabhesan and the imstitution of Public
Lectures by eminent educationists in com-
memoration of his unselfish service and
devotion to the cause ¢f Education.

The Executive Board expeocts to raise a
fund of at least Rs, 10,000 (Ten Thousand)
for the purpose.

On behalf of the Executive Board of the
South India Teachers’ Union I appeal to all
friends and well-wishers of the Uuion to
contribute liberally to “The Sri Sabhesan
Thanksgiving Fund.” Contributions may be
sent to the Secretary, The South India
Teachers Union, 520, Hgih Road, Tripli-
cane, Madras 5, earmarked for Sir Sabhesan
Thanksgiving Fund
THE HEADMASTERS' ASSOCIATION,; MADRAS

Ciry.

The Annual Meeting of the above Associa-
tion was held on Saturday 16th July at the
Madras Christian  College School with

Mr. K. Kuruvilla Jacob, M.A., in the Chair.

The Secretary presented the Report for
the year 194849 and the same was adopted
together with the Statement of Accouants.

The following office.bearers were elected
for the year 1949 50.

President: Mr K Kuravilla Jacob, M_A,,
(Madras X'iaa College Schocl).

Vice Presidents: Mrs. R. Arulappan, |
B A, L.T. (Bentinck Girls’ High School). |

Mr. P. Doraikanoo Mudaliar M.A, LT,
(Chintadripet High School). )

Hony. Secretary and Treasurer: Mr. K.
Hanumantha Row, B.,A, D.T. (R.B.C.CC’s
High School).

Joint Secretary: Mr, C, Padmanabhan,
M A. L T. (T.1.V, High School).

Members of the Egecutive: Me. T. P,
Srinivasa Varadan, B.A,, L.T. (The Hindu
High School).

Mr. S. Natarajan, B.A , L. T ( 8t. Gabriel’
High School).

Mre. T. E. Axtord, B.8c. L.T, (Doveto
Corrie High Sr:hocl)l).\I s LT o

Mr. M. Perumal, M.A, L T, (y g;Wjﬁ’
High School). e

Mr, T. Chengalvaroysl;). BA,

Pachaiyappa’s High School).
( Miss.yEl?pGnanagaickam, B.A, LT,
Ebba’s Girls' High 8chool), "

The Association then discassed the fo’ .
ing subjects and passed the resolutions ¢
below :

Salary scales of Headmasters:
Association regrets that the Departmer
found it necessary to issue circular Ne
D-1/48 dated 19-3-1949, restricting
maximum salaries of Headmasters
assessing grants. This will have very se
effect on the recruitment and efficien

A

. \ )
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“'duly qualified and competent men for the

‘besponsible posts of Headmasters of Secon-

" dary 8chools The. Association. therefore,
recommends that-it will be only fair to
adopt the sglewy scales sngested by the
Central %’Bosrd for Education viz,

0. 500,

ssgions fron: Privatle Study: After

cussiog the varions points raiseq in the

Proceedmgs of the D.PI. C. No. 1016
F 1/30 dt-80°%-49, the meeting passed the
{pllotttig resolution:

“Resolved to recornmend to the Director
of Public Instruction that no pupil shonld
be admitted under private study for Form
and above except with the permission of the
Department.”

Delay in the publication = i -+ - o
“The Headtuasters™ Asicelation views with
great concern the inexcusable delay in th.
publication of BB.X.C Text Books in certain

- Indiwn Languages despite the fact that the
8.8.1L.C. Board had crmpleted the selection
of pa..'ges more than six months ags,
Text Books in Tamil, Malus <am apd Urig

l-f;hav_e not yet been made availabje. ¢ . stndents
of city schools though it is six weeks c‘m(}
Some of them have reopened, The Ass;ci;x:
tion once more urges on the 8.8.1,.C. Board
to take steps 8o that these books are made
avaiable by 15th of May every year. In

. View of the delay, the Association requests
the 8 8.L.C. Board to reduce the portions
prescribed for the €Xamination,”

Salary scales of Secondury Grade
“T'he Assoc}ation reiterates its former resolu-
gon regardmg the salary scales of Secondary

rade Teachers apng suggests that the minj
muw sote of teachers in Secondary School;

%ndaty Grade Teachers, Pandits, Arg
B OMuerciai Instructors, Physical E'duca-
Ho Teachurs) shoulg be Rs 60.4.12

A h
o2 4.4, Applicat,.n Fee The President
the schools are

Teachers,

After 8ome discussi
. =CUsst
8rrive s

o d at g formula
0 OWing resoluriop ;

80ived to recommend tp t}e Madras

OB the membars
a8d passed the

‘ciation that the mem-

+ at Rs 20 for every
hereof for every school
,uld cover the affiliation
ees for tourpaments and

Schools Ath..
bership fee be
£0) papils or y
and that this
fees and entry
sports'’,

*The Association also welcomed the move
of the M 8.4.A. io inviting the Anglo
Indian Schools to participate in 13 tourna-
ments and sports”,

Fidm Strips: The President informed the
house that the British Information Services
are having a stcck of film strips and that
the samme can be purchased at Rs. 3-3-0a
strip.

Sthool Reeords 1 The President invited
the attention of the members to the neces-
sity of having some instructions to record
the progress of students in the new activi-
ties introduced in the schools. The members
wanted the suggestions to be cyclostyled and
distributed so that they could study the ques.
tion more clearly before offering their
opinions,

Pt

Yot

Yoot P The President
Mentioned tins subject and asked the house
for their opinion. The members were not
sutliciently prepared to discuss the question
and suggested that it might be taken up at
the next meeting,

Physical Education for (tirls: The Presi-
deot informed the Headwmistresses that
detailed instructions regarding new Physical
Efficiency tests for girls which were revised
to sutt the needs of Indian Girls would
$ooD be issued by the departent.

The new items are likely to be 50 metres
race, net ball shooting, skipping, balance,
walk, folk dancing, etc, giving place to
seven skips, seven steps, seven hops, etc.

With a vote of thanks o Mr. K. Kuru
villa Jacob, President and also the host
of the day, the meeting terminated.

The next meeting of the Association will
take place at St. Gabriel's High 8chool at
8-80 pm. on Thursday 28ch July at the
kind invitation of Mr. 8. Natarajan, B.A ,Li T\

he meetiog will discass the maintenance
ot school records and assessment of personas
lity traits, citicenship activities aud profi-
ciency in subjects of study.

it
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