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Adult Education i
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«the Desert Land
Dr. K. N. K1 ——

1

M.A., (Hons.), AM., Ph.D,, Dip. in Edn, (Columbia)

UCH of the land in Rajputana
to the west of the Aravali
~ hills is desert. The annual
rainfall ranges from four to about
sixteen inches. Living is mostly on
accouut” of dry-farming crops and
raising of cattle, camels, sheep and
goats. Poverty is rampant. Wager
mellons sometimes serves the people
both as food and drinking water.
villages are highly scattered and lie
far from one another. Most of them
are thinly populated. Education was
neglected in former days when the
administration was in the hands of
the British, who had not much faith
in educating the masses in our
country. Schools are, therefore, few
and far between. One may go forty
to sixty miles on road in Jodhpur
State without meeting a primary
gchool. An Inspector has to travel
two or three days om camel in the
sandy tracts before reaching the
school in the interior for inspection.
No wonder that the literacy is a bare
four per cent and that one may meet
villages where there may mnot be a
single soul who can read or write.
In a village (Pal) only seven miles
from Jodhpur City, outof 1052
persons, only 18 are literate (17 men
and one woman). Most people are
in a state of blissful ignorance. The
Universal Declaration of Human
Rights adopted by the General
Assembly of the United Nations ha
no meaning to them. -

On the day of our independence,
there were hardly twenty-nine adult
classes in an area of thirty-six
thousand square miles, mostly desert-
land. Primary schools were. as few
as 272 and the middle schools only

51 of which 46 and 10 respectively
were in the City of Jodhpur. In the
districts, therefore, there were only
227 primary schools and 41 middle
schools. The teachers of adult
education were teachers in these
primary and middle schools. Though
an appeal had been made by the
Department of Education to non-

-teachers to undertake this national

task, their response was nil. The
patriotic fervour of the populace
had not been roused. The general
public therefore evinced little
interest. Most of them were even
sceptic about the utility of adult
education.

Since August 1947, there is
wide-spread national consciousness
in India and this awareness has been
slowly permeating in this backward
desert-land too. People have been
feeling that their social status in:
the new society will not be en-
hanced and that their children will .
not get social recognition in the new .
age if they will be illiterate. They -
are also becoming cognisant of the
fact that they are unable to read

‘newspapers at a time when great

political, social and material changes
are taking place in the land. Realis-
ing the need for disseminating
education among the masses, a
benign cabinet formed entirely. of
Indians recently sanctioned 100 pri- .
mary schools while formerly only
five or' six schools would be sane-
tioned, and these schools have been’
distributed in the villages with the: .
result thut the village folk who had
become despondent of obtaining’
schools in the former days when the:
administration was predominant?lyf
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in the hands of the British Officers,
have found a new hope and have
mustered new courage. They feel
that the present- Government has
been trying to uplift their condition
and has been evincing sympathy
towards them. With the starting
of these 100 primary schools the
distances between schools have been
" bridged and have become much less.
Children have begun to swarm in
these newly established schools.
Where it was thought there would
be an enrolment of 30 or 40 pupils,
there have been enrolments from 80
to 150, The adults who send these
children to schools also feel that
they should themselves become
literate and throng  to the
adult eduacation classes that have
been gradually  established in
larger numbers in the older
and newer schools. The teachers
who are newly appointed are being
told that they should evince special
interest in adult education and that
they should start adult -classes.
The Inspecting Officers have put a
néw vigour in and placed a new
ideal before the older teachers and
prevailed upon them to start adulg
classes. In the meanwhile the scales
of pay of the teachers have been
increased, the minimum pay for
primary school teachers being
doubled which event has not a little
been responsible for enthusing the
teachers over their work. The
appeals of the Inspecting Officers
have gone home to them. The
number- of adult classes increased
from 29 to 420'in about a year. A
sécond batch of 100 primary schools
have been sanctioned and they are
in the course of starting. The
distances between primary schools
will become smaller still and the
occasions for teachers to pool their

experiences together and profit
thereby will be more abundant.

Numbers do count in heartening one
another in these desolate regions,

for after all man is a gregarious
being.

Theemethod employed in edu-

cating the adults is adjusted to thejr

propensities. It was disclosed that
“ Bhajan,” that is, singing of devo-
tional songs appealed most to them.
These songs are written on the
black-board and the adults are
taught to read them. They write
them also. The classes have become
more popular en account of this one
innovation. The lessons on literacy
are interspersed with simpls anec-
dotes from Mahabharata - and
Ramayana and with readings of
current events from newspapers by
the teachgrs. LSocial education is
encouraged. ocal geography an
hisbqry, health and sa,gnitag,tifn,};mmg-
nursing and home-making, local
adn_linistration and transport, simple
agriculture and animal husbandry
provide themes to make classes
interesting.

In many places teachers take
the help of their day-scholars in
adult education work. The staff of
not only primary and middle but
also of high schools of late conduct
these classes. It has been made
obligatory on the part of the stu-
dents of the IX and higher classes
that they should make at least one
adult . literate during the year.
Though it cannot at present be said
how far this circular has worked,
thq teachers have taken advantage
of it and indented upon the help of
some of the day-scholars in their
work. While in August, 1947, there
were 480 adults in the 29 classes, in
March 1949, there were 5,912 adults
In 420 classes. During sowing and
harvesting seasons the attendance
gets thin; because in the desert
there is only one crop aud the agri-
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culturists work in the field the whole
day and are irregular in attending
night classes. For them, this only
crop is the only means of subsistence
for the year and they cannot afford
to lose it by any means. During
summer, most of them have consi-
derable leisure but a large number
of teachers leave their places for the
vacation and thus we are unable to
utilise their leisure for their educa-
tion. Where teachers remain in
their places during the summer, good
adult education work is going on.
Some students also conduct classes
for adults on a voluntary basis.

Tor an adult class, a teacher is
peid Rs. 7/- p. m. inclusive of contin-
gent expenditure for a minimum
enrolment of 10. The whole course

_is divided into three parts. The first

part consists of mere literacy and
the teacher is paid Re. 1/- extra for
every adult made just literate. The

_second part consists of a three

months’ course where the adult is
raised to higher degree of literaey ;
and every successful candidate
brings one rupee extra remuneration
to the teacher at the end of this
second stage. During the next’ three
months the adult is given rudiments
of social studies (History and Geo-
graphy), the higher knowledge of
Hindi and Arithmetic. Social educa-
tion plays a very important part at
this stage. The adult feels the im-
portance of health, sanitation and
gets considerable knowledge of the
gocial affairs in his environmens. The
successful candidate at the end of
this third stage brings a remunera-
tion of Rs. 3/- to the téacher. Thus
for every individual made literate
in a nine months’ course, the teacher
gets an extra remuneration of Rs. 5.

Tt is not easy to hold the in-
terest of the adults eontinuously

- for 9 months in this desert area,

specially where the houses are
highly scattered. A considerable
number of adults fall off at the end
of the second stage and very few
complete the third stage. How to
hold the interest of the adults so
that they may finish the whole nine
months’ course, without undergoing
which it is doubtful whether they
will be permanently literate, iz a
problem which has been troubling me
most. Every effort will be made to
bring back all such adults as have
left at the end of the 3 and 6
months’ courses to the adult educa-
tion classes and ensure permanent
literacy to them. The Inspecting
Officers have been struggling hard to
achieve this end.

Education of adult women is a
most  difficult problem in these
regions whore they are kept in
geclusion by the ‘purdah’ systema
A few women teachers have broken
the ice by starting classes for adult
women in their respective areas.
There are as few as 16 classes for
adult women with an enrolment of"
165. Bven in the cities and towns,

it is not very easy to hold the inte-

rest of even ten women for a few

months. The girls’ schools have

been permitted to have adult women

classes during school time fora -
period a day or during leisure time. -
In many eases the initial enthusiasm

bas died down. It is intended to
give a new filip to this aspect of
adult literacy during 1949-50.

The prevailing difficulties of
food problem is not a little responsi-
ble for this falling off of ° the
numbers, especially among women.
They openly say “Give us cheap .
food first and then ask us to come
to the classes; we are ready to learn
provided you solve our food /prob-
lem”. The food problem is fiot inm
the hands of the educationists. It
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is a difficult problem for the country
as a whole. The women no doubt
are most troubled and even vexed
over it, specially in the desert land
where famine conditions prevail
when rains fail as at present. The
men have to bring drinking water
from a distance of 16 to 20 miles in
leather bhags on their camels and
store it for a week. They have to
get fodder for their domestic animals
at enormous trouble.. Any amount
of optimism does not help us in
these ~circumstances.  Something
should be done to provide water to
these vast desert tracts from per-
innial rivers in the north. I often

dream what a blessing it would be
if we could use atomic energy to
melt the ice on the Himalayas and
lead the water through rivers and
canals and even special conduits and
irrigate the desert at our will.  What
Bhagirath achieved in the past in
bringing the Mother Ganga on to
the plains may perhaps be repeated
by the present day atomic scientists
and engineers who may be able to
bring many Gangas to these famine
stricken areas and be the harbingers
of peace and plenty. These vast
deserts can then be granaries for the
whole of India. Will some one
attempt this ?

—

EDUCATION NEEDS PLANNING

Dr. KANTI VYAS

LL along the British rule Edu-

cation had been considered as

a necessary evil. The admini-
stration of India required a large
personnel and some Indians had to
be employed to reduce expenses of
the administration. This question
of educating a limited number of
Indians in English came up as early
a8 1792, but the loss of American
colonies in 1776 had frightened the
British of the consequence. In the
Charter of 1813 a grant of one lakh
was made reluctantly, In 1823 a
commisgion was appointed to look
into the matter of introducing
English Education. After the great
controversy over ‘Oriental and Occi-
dental’ education, the question was
. settled by Macaulay by his Minute
of 1835 in favour of English educa-
tion. As an Educational adviser to
the Indian Government, Macaulay
frankly admitted the implications
that would follow the educational
policy he put forward-“That having
become instructed in European

knowledge, they may in future age
demand European ingtitutions”. The
dispatch of 1854 laid down ‘our
object is to extend EKuropean know-
ledge througk all classes of people
regarding the method and medium’.
This object must be effected by
means of the English language in
the higher branches of instruction
and by that of the vernacular langu-
ages of India to the great mass of
the people. Yet by 1857 approxi-
mately 3% children of the school
going age was receiving any kind of
education. The Educational Com-
mission of 1882/8 tried to encourage
Private enterprise and paid atten-
tion to the education of female and
backward classes. The general effect
of the recommendations is to deve-
lope the Department of Public
Instruction into a system of truly
national education of India, con-
ducted and supervised in an increas-
ing degree by the people themselves.
Lord Curzon put an end to all these
ideals by establishing Government
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control over education in India. The
Government efforts after a century
have resulted in 437 education.
The Technical education is practi-
cally nonexistant. . _
Hardly could India have pati-
ence with such slow and anti-nation
educational policy of India. New
forces of national regeneration were
get in motion by Raja Ram Mohan
Roy. Vivekanand through his
spoeches, Tilak through his papers,
Arya-Samaj by its religion preached
and demanded national education.
They established national educatiop&l
institutions like Deccan Education
Society at Poona, Dayanand College
at Lahore. The movement of 1905
led to a ¢National College’ and
¢ Bengal Technical Institution’ under
the leadership of Arbindo G.ogh.
After 1921 national _univer.sxtles
were established at Benares, Gujarat,
Bengal, Jamia Milia at Delhi. These
pational institutions made efforts to
romote national education through
giother-tongue. The whole outlook or
the ideal of imparting education was
different. It was a protest against
the imposition of foreign culture,

resulting in denationalisation and

degeneration of young India.

Such has been the non-official -

and official efforts in the past with

_regard to education of Indian people.

The official efforts were in the direc-
tion of maintaining imperial struc-
ture of the British Rule. The whole
governmental machinary was direct-
ed towards that aim. Education
played very insignificant role in
such machinary. Through educa-
tion the Government carried on its
propaganda and preached the benefit
of the British Rule in India. The
government control through the
inspectors and D. P. I. was not for
the promotion and making efficient
educational system but to spy over
the educational institutions so that

they may not spread seditious ideas
among the students. A strict vigi-
lance was kept and schools or their
heads behaving in any other way
invited Governmental displeasure
and curtailment of the grant.

Such is the Governmental orga-
nisation we are inheriting to-day in
free India. The spirit of our age is
most dynamic and full of potential.
forces which if not harnessed pro-
perly in time might burst out in
open revolt. We are in the midst of
a period of revolutionary change,
that is likely to be as prafound as
any in the modern history of human
race. We can of course recognise its
advent and prepare for it; in that
event, we might build a civilization
richer and more secure than any of
which we so far have knowledge ofi
The main feature of such times is
the absence of security. = The old
routines have gone, traditional
habits seen outmoded, men are
afraid of what the to:morrow may -
bring forth. ‘ : _

Such situation- require brave
and courageous handling. No half
way measures will hold out before
these mighty forces. The whole
outlook has  to - be overs -
hauled. It will serve no purposé
to think in old traditional way.
New forces and demands genera-
ted by free India have to be taken
into consideration ‘and after evalue
ating them in proper perspective one
has to lay down the educational
schemes for the country. Again
society being organic whole, all the
aspects of life have to be'taken into
consideration. There has to-be's
plannin—gand planning for a country
cannot be done in compartmenta}
way. 1f education has to play its
part in helping the planning of the
new society it has, to take -into
acoount economio, social, political and
other aspects of the socicty. All
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the forces are to be co-ordi
nated in such & way that they
accelerate the progress of the nation.
Thus educational scheme or planning
cannot be in isolation, but in co-
operation with planning in general.

Democratic free India pre-
supposes freedom of thought and
discussion. It is true that in such
insecure times there may be hard
and irrelevant criticism from the
people who may not have enough
patience or information and may
clamour for rapid and radical
changes. But this should not frighten
the Government who has to bear it
patiently and explain its position
and demand constructive suggestions
from the critics. For when the
Government is afraid, it seeks
comfort not criticism, they collect
those about them who can be relied
upon not to dissent. To them dis-
cussion means a challenge, new ideas
seem to threat.

We have noted that the planning
has to be integrate. One of the provin-
cial Governments has with no doubt
good intentions passed a Bill for pro-
moting primary education in the pro-
vince and would be free and compul-
sory within 10 years. It is no doubt
a very laudable scheme. But how far
will this policy help the general
national reconstruction planned by
the Central or provincial Govern-
ment ? The ‘A’ prior need of the
nation today is not to make people
read and write but to encourage
technical training which will help the
provincial and central governments
to produce more good—establish
factories and work out great engi-
neering schemes. Therefore is it not
necessary that the government
instead of direoting their energy and
meagre resources in promoting pri-
mary education, should give first
Preference to the technical education?
Then only we will be able t0 meet

with the great searcity of technicians
and help more production, better
standard of life, in the end more
resources and money for educational
schemes. But merely promoting
primary education would lead to
keeping intact the out-dated pre-
sent educational system in the pro-
vince which is worse than useless.
It is, therefore, necessary that the
governments provincial and central
should appdint a commiassion to look
into the matter, how it can produce
tecl_mical knowledge from the very
beginning say, secondary schools,
Why should not a student know one
or more handicraft industry and ele-
mentary technical knowledge when
he passes.the matriculation? Fur-
ther, it is also necessary that the
government and the university
should together chalk out courses of
studies both academic and technical.
Such co-ordination only will help the
educational Institutions to play
useful part in building a new society.

Further, the educational officers
from D. P. I. to the inspector have
to change their whole mental make-
up. Before August 15th, they were
part of British Imperial Organisa-

.tion. They are now servants of

free India. They must therefore
now realize that they have ceased
to be the bosses and become the
servants of the people. They have
to help the government carry out
its educational policies. They have
to sit down with the Head of the
schools and help them carry out the
educational schemes. They have to
be helpful by giving suggestions and
removing their difficulties. Thus the
officers are to act as a link between
the educational institutions and the
government.

Such co-ordination only could
possibly evert chaos and clear the
way towards progress, :

PRLVATE TUITIONS

K. NARAYANAN,

M A, L., M.Ep.

Secretary, Ramnad Dt. Heodmasters’ Ascociaticn

RIVATE Thuitions are harmful in
several ways. Looked at from

" the point of view of the school,
private tuitions very adversely affect
the tone of the school. Not infre-
quently does it happen that in course
of time the “ Guru-Sishya” relation-
ship is lost and the tuition boys
become a “‘ gang.” The pupils, pliable
instruments as they are, obey the
dictates of the tuition master little
realising their folly. We have heard
of so many cases of tuition boys
easily getting through examination
by sheer leakage, thus affecting the
morale and instructional efficiency of
schools. Private tuitions are a
veritable apple of discord thrown in
the midst of teachers with the inevi-
table result that the whole machinery
of school government is thrown out

_of gear. Further, neither the teacher
, 9!

nor the pupil is benefited, for it tells
upon the health and vitality of the
former if carried to excess and .1t
leads to inattention of the latter in

the class.

Thus it is clear that private
tuitions are admittedly productive
_of very harmful results. What are
we'to do? Are we to adopt a root
and branch policy of abolishing them
in toto by one stroke of the pen? Or
are we to bypass them? The remedy
‘lies not in abolition but in regulation
as private tuitions are absolutely
necessary in the case of backward

upils.
! PThe most important factor that
necessitates private tuitio_ns is qhe
defective system of education yvhwh
is nothing if not examination-ridden.
Every year the intelligence of a vast
number of students is W.elgh_ed in the
academic balance of questions and

answers and naturally pupilg go in
for private tuitions anxious to
gecure promotions. In this connec-
tion it is refreshing to note that tho
subject of reforming the examination
system is under the active considera-
tion of the Board of Secondary
Education. Now that the book.cen-
tered education has been replaced by
the new scheme ot activity-centered
education, it is earnestly hoped that
examination based on text books.
will cease to dominate the educative
process hereafter. Ways and means
may be found with the help of experts
in experimental psychology to
evaluate activities connected with
social studies, ocitizenship training
aud by the experience of the United
States of America that has deve-
loped an elaborate system of evalua-
ting extra ourricular activities, The
Activity Record Card maintained by
Wellfield Senior High School is an
example  worthy of emulation. If
fifty percent of the total marks are
assigned for character and acc!v!tes,‘
the pupils’ attention will be divided
equally between books and activities,
and the mania for private tuitions
will very largely vanish. It muy be
mentioned here that in the German
System there are marks for extra
curriocular activities, -

What about the Teacher? His
side of the case for tuitions has to
be looked into sympathetically and
justly. Despite the recent revised
scale of pay, the lot of the teachers
remains a8 bad as it was, if not
worse. To expect a double graduate
to be content with the initial start
of Rs. 75 a month is not fair. He is
discontented, and a disinterested
teacher is a potential danger to edu.
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cational progress. An initial start
of Rs. 100 tor B. T'.’s in the scale of
100-10—170 and Rs 60 for Second-
ary grades in tho scale of Rs. 60-5-
100 will not only make teachers
detest tuiticn work but also attract
abler hands to the teaching profes-
sion. Thus it will be seen that dis-
tribution of marks equally as
between studies and aetivities and a
liberal revision of scales of pay as
suggested, will go a long way to the
boycott of private tuition by the
pupil and the tcacher alike. But
yet the case of the backward pupil
will still remain a vexed problem.
For these private tuition is absolute-
ly necessary.

As the G. O. No. Hs. 1721 Hdu-
cation dated 8th July 1948 con-
templates the Head of the institu-
tion should prepare a scheme for
private tuition outside the school
hours in consultation with the staff,
fixing the scale of special fees for
each class and subject. The following
precautionary steps may be taken:

1. The tuition must be given in
the school. It is derogatory to the
self respect of teachers to go to the
pupil’s house to give tuition. The
best place common te both the
pupil and the teacher is the school
where there is the guarantee that
tuition work goes on properly and
regularly under the immediate

supervision of the Head of the
institution.

2. DPrivate tuitions should be
given for not more than two hours
80 a8 not to affect the school work
and the teacher’s health.

3. (Generally
should be given only at night as the
fresh morning hours are best suited
for the school work. If he gives
tuition in the morning hours, the
school work throughout the: day
will be considerably affected. In
the cvening both the pupil and the
teachers are mentally tired.

4. The teacher should get &
substantial remuneration, at least
Rupees Forty a month, direct from
the school Authorities who are to
collect the amount from the parents.

5. In places where there are more
than one school, teachers should be
encouraged to give tuition to back-
ward pupils belonging to institutions
other than their own, so that the

jealous of their colleagues may not

be unnecessarily roused.
Conclusion .

Tt is carnestly hoped that the
suggoestions offered here will be
given due consideration by the
Board of Secondary Education
which is now considering ways and
means of regulating Private tuitions.

PENNSYRVANIA *VARSITY

Courses in the history, languages and geography of India will be given
by the Umvex:sxhy of Pennsylvania during the summer term biginning June 27.
The courses will be at the graduate and undergraduate levels. The progranifne,
arraaged by the University’s Department of South Asia Regional Studies,
includes the study of modern India, her recent history, people, geography,

elementary Hindustani and Sanskrit.

The teaching staff is headed by Mr.

) W. Norman Brown, Professor of Banskrit and the Department’s Chairman.

—U8IS.

speaking tuition .

DISCIPLINE AND'DEMOCRACY

sri J. N. KAUL

Senior Lecturer, Govt, Teachers Training Institute, Ajmir

HE problem of discipline or in-

discipline ?—has assumed grave

proportions in our Schools and
Colleges. It is a festering sore
needing our urgent and unprejudiced
thought.

A few months back we were
told that roads leading to Matricu-
lation Examination Centres in

" Sylhet town were to be closed to all

traffic between 9 A.M. and 5 30 P. M.
The authorities were apologetic.
They had taken this decision “in
view of the large number of students
resorting to unfair practices at
recent examinations”. The story
of the question Papers of Madras,
Bombay and the U. P. Board is as
familiar as it is sad. Our youth go
on strikes, demand unquslified apo-
logies from their teachers, insist on
‘the dismissal of their principals and
cry for postponement of examina-
tions, sometimes with a reason,
often without any. We are painfully
aware of the rowdism in schools and
colleges. Smashing of windows,
banging of doors, walkout from
classes, gangsterism and even fasts
—all these are frequent occurances.
There are other escapades of youth
which T shall leave the judicious
reader to guess. All this would be
aising were it not also so tragic.

Is it a disease or a symptom of
& djseagg ! Who is to blame ? Tea-
obers or the students or the curri-
oulum ? What is its diagnosis ? And
what its cure ?

In days gone by there was a
‘school-master abroad. He is dead
and gone. The Headmaster is de-
throned, as it were; if he is tole-
rated, it is by courtesy, not by

right. His divime right to rule is

questioned, even defied, by students
and teachers alike. Old head-
masters of present days are pathe-
tically looking back to those good
old days when all was right with
the world. But now? They are
desperate,

Things have changed and
changed beyond recognition. A
changed mental outlook is evident
on all sides. There is a tendency to
criticize our institutions and to
change them accordingly. Industri-
alism is at our heals, democracy
has been  ushered. Individuals
insist on being counted as persons
and to be rated at what they are.
Authoritarianism is fast disappear-
ing, Thereis a change in values.
Questions as to .the justifying
“Why ” of conduct are heing asked.
There was an ease and a simplicity
about the old authoritarian morae
lity. You would refer a boy . to
tradition and custom and he would
acquiesce. Now, the wiser amon
the older Headmasters  turn  their
head away” when some thing is
being done under their very nose.
The less gifted fret and fume. -
Prudery has gone and perhaps -our
youth have become more frank and
more honest. '

Add to this the “Satyagrah” of
our freedom struggle. Our youth
was in the vanguard. We pampered
them, we fed them on slogans, we
taught our young boys to strike
and to strike at all authority
derived from an alien government.
The memory of 1942 is still fresh.
We gave them a weapon to achieve
our ends, now they use it to achieve
theirs.
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Times have changed. But will
we remain static in this dynamic
change ? How will we prepare our
youth to face its responsibility?
New situ tions have risen. We
have to cope with them with new
moral vision and grasp. At our
own risk shall we deal with twen-
tieth  century  probloms  with
eighteenth century methods. We
have to help youth solve its pro-
blems. We used to give our younger
ones a patch work of ready made
solutions. Now that wo'nt do.
External authority is gone, no
amount of lamenting will ressurrect
it. We have to help them find that
internal  authority or positive
discipline that can stand all tests
and trials.

Our education faces at present
a transitional period. Change is as
rapid as it is aggressive. We must
consciously face this unknown future.
We shall either foolishly hang on to
the out-moded negative and authori-
tarian discipline and invite more
trouble or help youth build a dyna-
mic and responsible outlook and
gain their gratitude. We, their
elders, must progressively give up
all claims to sovereignity over them.

How are we to adjust ourselves?
We are now agreed there is to be a
radical change over, a shifting of
emphasis. The process is perhaps
already in operation snd we are only
dimly conscious of it. Recognizing
the problem is half its solution. Qur
problem is to foster what is com-
monly called Internal or Positive
discipline.

Modern psychology has proved
firstly that what we would learn we
must practice. Experience is the
touch stone of all learning. If we
would have our youth build up an
integ:‘ated and disciplined persona-
lity ‘we must -provide opportunities
for the same in our schools anpd

colleges. Responsibility isn’t dropped
from heavens, it comes by exercising
it. Doling out half measures of
freedom wo'nt do. They make the
youth suspicious. Trust begets trust,
but we, the teachers, must be honest
about it. Niggardly doses of freedom
given in a condescending and oblig-
ing way start a vicious cricle. It
ends no where, and then the last
straw breaks the Headmasters’ back.
There is nothing wrong with our
youth. It nceds ourtrust and sym-
pathy, but not condescention. There
18 even now a students council in
every school and college. But all
this is a mockery, a fraud committed
on students. If it is not actually
a tool in the hands of the Head-
Master or the Principal, it is at best
an ornamental decoration. Experi-
ence has taught us if students are
taken into confidence we should’nt
need any invigilators, let alone
closing all traffic to the examination
centres. And in good time we should
not need any examination at all.
If students fix a date for the exami-
nation, I think teachers, not the
students, will cry for postponement.
If students decide upon a form of
examination, invigilators will be
thrown out of employment. It is
not claimed that over night we can
make angels of our students, Youth
is hot-tempered, granted, but youth
is also the raw material of demo-
cracy. As Huxley sajd “ It is better
to go wrong in freedom ‘than to go
right in chains”. And if our students
violate any law, it is not any moral
law but the teacher-made law. I do
not plead for indulgence, only for
the right of youth to make mistakes
in freedom in order to learn freedom.

Secondly, we do not learn all
that we practice. Learning comes
as much by success as by failure.
To achieve a certain definite end we
adopt certain ‘mecans., We give up
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those that lead us astray, we con-
tinue and improve those that.lead
us nearer the end. Mistakes will be
rectified if democracy in the schpol
is taken as an honest co-operative
enterprise between the teacher and
the taught. And then here, as
elsewhere, nothing will succeed like
success.

Thirdly, all learning can be ex-
perienced only in a Society, and not in
a vacuum, especially in this century.
Here, too, the circumstances are In
our tavour. An adolescent boy will
sacrifice all but not risk a bad name
among his mates. And observation
can convince any teacher that th'e
social attitude of fellow pupils is
more potent than all the teacher-
made laws of the School. Again, in
the miniature world of the school
we can furnish the best of the typical
exercises that the youth will meet
outside the school. Then students
in Calcutta will think twice before
they set a tram on fire under the
very nose of the police.

So, if we would have peace and
enlightenment in our schools, our
management must become more
democratic, not only in name but in
gpirit as well, if we would .ca,ll out
the best that is in our pl}plls. We
must be given opportunities for self-
control and other social-civic virtues
which is democracy. If we, the
teachers, would be of any use to our
pupils we must bury our veto as a

thing of the past. Freedom must
‘ be given in its own right and for its

own sake. Nature, Society, Mrs.
Grundy, their own ideals and every-
day needs will set barriers to their

- freedom. But let us be clean apd

honest. Our pupils will err. There
will be a clash between opinions but

.without deliberate choice between

good and evil there can be no. moral
growth,

Indiscipline in our schools and
colleges is a symptom of a grave
disease. It is an un-harmonious
relationship among the teacher, th.e
taught and what ig taught. But it
is not the disease. Symptoms
suggest the remedy. We  are
living in an uncertain  present,
heading towards uncertain future.
This demands that our pupils should
adapt themselves to new situations
which we, their teacher, dimly
know. We are to prepare them not
by trying them to the apron strings
of the old dreaded school master
but by initiating them into true
freedom where all shall have a
genuine appreciation of all that is
good and true and beautiful.

o g

Honolulu Philosophers’
Conference

Sir C. P. Ramaswami Aiyar,
speaking in & series of lectures at the
Philosophers’ Conference at Honolulu
gaid that Russian Communism would .
have small chance of spreading in
India, because the average Indian’s
religious background was too ingrain-
ed to permit acceptance of Marxist -

materialism.

He said that he believed despite
the recent Hindu-Muslim tu?!_iloilJ
India might in the fature gchleve'a
national religion. He descrl.bed two
eriods of Indian history in which
the country reached almost complete
religious and racial tolerance. He
cited the periods of Asoka in the
third century and Akbar in the
sixteenth. “Such a state of religious
equlibrium may be rea.c}.le’d again
through a study of India’s past”,

‘he said.



Independence Anniversary Review

' EDUCATION FOR THE MASSES
A YEAR OF STEADY PROGRESS ‘

F the many tasks which faced

India after the advent of

independence, perhaps the fore-
most was Lhat of providing educa-
tion to her teeming millions. The
percentage of literacy in pre-Tn-
dependence India was not even
fifteen. Side by side there was
colossal poverty. The realisation that
any improvement of material con-
ditions demanded the prior eradica-
tion of ignorance led the Governinent
of India to consider the problem of
providing facilities for universal
compulsory education for all children
of school-going age. Tt was equally
necessary to remove the burden
of ignorance and illiteracy which
weighed down the majority of our
adult population. If education of
children is important for the future
welfare of the State, the education
of adults is essential for the very
existence of a young democracy.

During the first year after inde-
pendence, the blue-prints of the new
educational edifice were prepared.
Through a year of great stress and
strain Indian educationists in the
Central Ministry of Education and
in the provinces laboured hard pre-
paring the framework of a system
of education which would be suited
to the requirements of a free and
democratic India, But when educa-
tionists had prepared schemes for
Social, Basic, Secondary, Technical
and other types of education there
still remained the problem of edu-
cational finance. An expert com-
mittee with the Hom’ble Mr. B. G.
Kher, Premier and  Education
Minister of Bombay, asits Chairman,
was appointed by the Government
of Indig to suggest ways and mecans

of financing Basic Education. This
Committee recommended that uni-
versal compulsory Basic Education
should be introduced within a peried
of 16 years by two five-year plans
and one six year plan. Tt also
recommended that 70 per cent of
the expenditure on Basic Education
should be borme by the provinces
and the remaining 30 per cent by
the @entre. The Central Advisory
Board of Education considered this
recommendation at its last meeting
in January 1949 and accepted i#
with minor modifications. Anothe?
Committee under the chairmanship
of the Hon’ble S8hri Mohan Lal
Saksena was appointed -earlier to
suggest methods of solving the
problems of adult illiteracy. This
Committec had recommended that a
programme of Social Education
should be immediately launched for
making 50 per cent of the people
in the age group 12-40 literate in the
course of the next five years and
that the cost of the programme
should be shared equally by the
Central and Provinecial authorities.
This report was also accepted with
minor modifications by the Centzal
Advisory Board of Education in
January 1948. Thus the task of
planning was almost complete by the
beginning of 1949,

However, the sudden deteriora-
tion in the economic conditions of
the country during the latter half
of 1948 had already compelled a
revision pf the programme and cop-
siderable curtailment in the plans
for educational expansion. Eves
then there has been a perceptiblp
expansion in the educational budget
and steady progress. The presemt
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)esition marks a great improvement
m the conditions before independ-
mce. The education budget of the
sovernment of India which was in
she neighbourhood of rupees two
sreres  before indeperrdence was
wppreciably expanded in the first
year of independence. For 1949-50
the Central Educational Budget s
well over twice that amount
Rs. 5,15,00,000. Inspite of financial
and other difficulties of which
they had their full share the pro-
vincial Governments have given
fullest cooperation to the Centre in
the implementation of educa.tfona,l
plans. The provincial educational
budgets have also shown an equally
pronounced improvement.

Budget proposals far 1949-50
which were originally framed in tl_xe
light of the objectives set forth in
the report of the Kher and the
Saksens Committee had to be
materially altered. The financial
position at the” Centre and doubts
about the ability of the provinces
to provide their quotas of necessary
expenditure for basic education or
for the spread of literacy among
adults foroed the Ministry of Educa-
tion at the Centre to revise its plans.
It was however felt that even if the
full scheme could not be started,
a beginning must be made and
accordingly a sum of rupees fifty
lakhs has been provided for grants
to provinces for the training of
teachers in Basic Fducation and a
sum of rupees one crore hag been
provided for assisting the provinces
in launching the programme of Social
Bducation. It is also proposed that
the question of assistance to such
of the provinces as may be in posi-
tion to go forward with the imple-
mentation of the plans recommended
by the Kher Committee should be
further examined during the current
financial year. - A conference of pro-

vincial Minieters of Education waa
held in February this year under -
the chairmanship of the Hon’ble
Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, Educa-
tion Minister, to finalise the immedi-
ate plans and decide upon the
principles according to which the
sum of rupees one crore would be
distributed among the provinces to
assist them in their social education
programes

During the year under review
appreciable progress has been made
both in the sphere of basic and social
education, in the Centrally admini-
strated areas and in the provinces.

Centrally Administered Areas

It was decided that a beginning
with the implementation of the
Basic and Social Education pro-
gramme should be made in the Delhi
province. It was felt that the ex-
perience gained in Delhi would be
both an example and a challenge to
other provinces. Beginning in July
1948, 129 new basic schools have
been started in the rural areas of
Delhi - Province.  Simultaneously
steps are being taken to convert 150
old village schools into basic schools.
In ordsr to get over the diffioulty of
gecuring a ' sufficient number of
trained teachers in was decided %o
take trained refugee teachers from
the West Punjab and give them
short refresher courses at the damia
Millia, Delhi. Two training insti.
tutes, one at Delhi for women and
the other at Ajmer for men were
also started. It is hoped that before
the end of the current year the
entire area of Delhi province will be
covered by basic schools.

A similar programme of expan-
sion of Basic Education has been
taken in hand for the province of
Ajmer. Plans are now being made
to introduce Basic Education in
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Coorg and the Islands of Andamans
and Nicobar.

A beginning has also been made
with Social Education in Delhi. A
three week training camp was orga-
nised at Najafgarh where 52 volun-
teers inc/uding refugees and students
were trained in the technique of
sovial education. These volunteer
teachers have now been posted to 25
villages. Two teachers will work in
each village for a period of three to
four months, during which time they
will also train village workers to car-
ry on the work of social education
after them. It is thus proposed to
cover all the 3u0 villages in Delhi
province in a period of four to five
years.

In order to make the programme
of Basic and Social Education one of
immediate interest and utility to
villagers, it was decided that village
schools should be not only places of
instruction for the village children
but also centres of communuity life
in the village. Detailed syllabuses
have been prepared with the coope-
ration of the Ministries of Health, In-
formation and Broadcasting, Labour
and Agriculture. It was decided to
hold Education Melas or fairs from
time to time in order to arouse the
interest and enthusiasm of the villa-
gers. A few such melas have already
been held in which villagers have pro-
duced their own dramas as well as
exhibited products of local industry
and craft.

Assam

The Assam Primary Education
Act of 1947 introducing primary edu-
cation on a compulsory basis has
been brought into force. Compulsion
has already been introducced in 30
areas, - two in each of the 15 sub-
Divisions in the province - thus brin-
ging 1/5th of the entire province with
s population of 1,50,000 children of

school going age under conipulsion.
The number of schools brought under
the scheme is about 1150.

An interesting innovation is the
introduction of a modified scheme of
Basic Education among the tribal
people in the North Eastern Frontier
agency covering an area of nearly
40,000 sq. miles, of mountains,
valleys, rivers and forest country.
Here the indigenous people have no
seript and hardly any developed
language. A simplified form of
Assamese script has therefore been

introduced. It is proposed to start .

50 schools in this area during the
current year.

Six basic training centres have
been opened since November 1948.

Three of them are for men, one for

women while two are co-educational.
A centre for training basic teachers
from the tribal areas is being esta-
blished in the Naga hills. A train-
ing iustitution has also beon esta-
blished in each of the 15 plain sub-
divisions of the province in February
this year in order to help in the
gradual conversion of elementary
schools into the basic schools, For
training the staff for training contres
it is proposed to open & college in
Gouhati. :
Bihar

Conipulsory primary education
on basic lines was introdueed in 36
villages in Bihar around Brindaban
in Champaran district in January
this year and necessary legislation
has been passed to enforce attend-
ance of pupils from 6 - 14 years of
age. During 1948-49 the number of
primary schools in Bihar has in-
creased from 20,260 to 20,850.

Four training institutions were
added in 1948 to the three basic
institutions already in existence.
424 men and 43 women received
training during 1948. It is now
proposed to establish one basic
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training college and to convert all

© traiping institutions of the older

type into basic training institutions.
Bombay

In Bombay the primary educa-
tion Act 1947 was brought into
force in April this year, and applies
also to partially excluded areas in
the province. Fifty-three schools
have heen converted into senior and
junior basic schools and the number

_of pupils in such schools has in-

creased appreciably. It is proposed
to convert all the 32,000 existing
elementary schools in the province
into basic schools in due course.

, The provincial Government has
taken wupon itself practically the
entire financial responsibility for the
introduction of free compulsory edu-
cation for all boys and girls between
the ages of 6 and 11. Local kodies
will be associated closely with super-
vision and administration. During
the first five years it is planned to
bring into school all the children of
this age group in villages with a popu-
lation of 1000 or over and during
the next five years all the smaller
villages will be covered. It is esti-
mated that this programme would
require at least 6,000 new school
houses and 25,000 new teachers toge-
ther with a corresponding increase
in supervisory personnel and eguip-
ment.

Seven training colleges were
.established in addition to the three
already existing. Short term cour-
ses in spinning and weaving were
also organised in all districts.of the
province-1997 primary teachers were
trained in spinning, 883 in weaving,
192 in agriculture, 231 in card-board
modelling and 22 in carpentry. The
Bombay Government plans to turn
out every year 3,000 trained teachers.

For the organisation of Social

Education, 80 compact areas have

been selected in Bombay. In addi-
-tion the city of Bombay has launch-
ed a social education programme
which has already met with conside-
rable success. A beginning has also
been made at the Labour Welfare
Centres in Ahmedabad, Sholapur,
Khandesh and Hubli.

Central Provinces & Berar

Seventy - four ‘Middle Schools
maintained by local bodies have been
taken over by the Government and
are being converted gradually to ba-
sic schools.

' The main emphasis in the provi-
nce has however been on the spread
of Social (Adult) Education. During
the' period under review 451 social
education camps were organised where
41,274 males and 20,924 women were
given social education. Camps were
also organised for training voluntary
workers as well as village school tea-
chers in social education. The Pro- -
vincial Government proposes to grant
the village sthool teachers special
allowances for conducting adult clas-
ses and an award of Rs. 2/- for each
man and Rs. 5/- for each woman who
secures the Adult Education Certifi-
cate. They have also made arrange-
ments for the supply of radios to
about 1,000 villages in the province.

There are three diploma train-
ing institutions in the province.

East Punjab

The Provincial Government pro-
poses to start 500 schools for intro-
ducing basic education during the
current financial year. The province
has not yet fully recovered from the
after-effects of partition. A beeinn-
ing has, however, been made and
many of the old schools have been .
restored and new schools founded.

Madras

Out of 70 lakhs of children of
school going age in the Madras Pro-
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vince 35 lakhs are already attending
elementary schools. The remaining
35 lakhs are to be brought under
compulsory education by two five
year plans. The Government has
dec:ded to make elementary educa-
tion compulsory throughout the
province and as a first step they
propose to provide during the next
three years schools for every village
with a populatibn of 500 or more.
As regards adult education a scheme
of citizenship training has been
drawn up. The Government has
sanctioned the opening of six rural
colleges and 100 citizenship schools
for adult education. Six -training
~ centres - two each in Tamil and
Telugu speaking areas and one each
Malayalam and Kanares areas
have already been sanctioned for
for training the staff in adult illite-
racy work. The method followed
will be the Liaubach method assisted
by magic lanterns, community sing-
ing and village library movement.

Seven institutions for training
- teachers in basic education has been
started during the year. The ihsti-
tution at Perianayakkan Palayam
is being utilised to train the staff
for the training centres.

Orissa

The provincial Government have
taken over the management of all
primary schools from local bodies.
Primary schools and Middle schools
have been improved in respect of
buildings and equipment at a cost of
“rupees five lakhs.  Special monthly
stipends have been sanctioned fdr
students from the scheduled castes
and the hill tribes. .

Three institutions were started
in addition to two already existing.
Some graduate teachers were also
sent to Sevagram after preliminary
training at a provincial training
institute. :

United Provinces

The U. P. Government has sanec-
tioned the introduction of compulsory.
primary education for boys in 43 Mu-
nicipal Boards during the year 1943-49.
The introduction of compulsory pri-
mary education for boys in other Mu-
nicipal areas has also been sanctioned
recently. The programme of pro-
viding a school for each village has
been further accelerated. According
to the original scheme 2,200 schools
were to be started each year, so that
22,000 additional schools necessary
to cover the whole province would
be established in the course of 10
years. In response to public demand
however the Government had to
revise their plans and sanction the
establishment of 4.400 primary basic
schools per year. During the current
year provision has also been made
for constructing 2.200 school build-
ings at a cost of Rs. 83 lakhs recurr-
ing and 44 lakhs non-recurring.

The Government have also taken
steps for an intensive campaign
of social education and have set up
a special unit for the purpose. During
1948—49 there were 49,392 persons
enrolled in the Government adult
schools; 5,219 men in the aided adulé
schools for men and 997 women in
aided adult schools for women.

Six centres were started for
women teachers with accommodation
for 30 candidates at each centre.
The U. P. Government bave also
given a grant of Rs. 13,000 to the
Banaras University to train 62 stu-
dents at their Teachers Training
College. A scheme of mobile training
squads by which teachers locally
recrnited are given a short course
of intensive training in the centres,
where they are working, has also
been introduced. '

Declaration of

Human Rights

[ As drafted by the United Nations Commission on Human Rights and
revised and finally approved by she United Nations’ General Asssmbly, Third

" Session, in Paris, France December 10, 1948.]

‘Teachers and others concerned
in the business of training the youth
in the democratic way of life will he
keenly interested in this Declaration.
They will be well advised to hold
discussions occasionally on the same

in the classroom.
—K. 8. VAKIL.

Article 1: All human beings are
born free and equal in dignity and
rights. They are endowed with
reasen and oonscience and should
act toward ono another in a spirit
of brotherhood.

Article 2: (1) Everyone is entitled
to all the rights and freedoms set
forth in this declaration, without
distinction of any kind, such as race,
colour, sex, language, political or
other opinion, national or social
origin, property, birth or other

status.
2. Furthermore, uo distinction shall

be made on the basis of the political, -

jurisdictional or international status
of the country or territory to which
a person belongs, whether it be in-
dependent, trust, non-self-governing
or under any other limitation of
sovereignty.

drticle 3: Every one has the
right to life, liberty and the security
of person. _ :

Article 4: No one shall be held
in slavery or servitude, Slavery and

(Continued from preced.ng page)
West Bengal

It is estimated that there has
been an 8 per cent increase in literacy
during the last seven years. The
education programme for 1949—50
includes the launching of a scheme
of social education. Two training

centres for basio ‘education have
‘also been started. ‘

the slave trade shall be prohibited
in all their forms.

~Article 5: No one shall be sub-
jected to torture or to cruel, in-
human or degrading treatment or
punishmeént.

drticle 6 : Everyone has the
right to recognition every where as
a person before the law. )

drticle 7: All are equal before
the law and are entitled without any
discrimination to equal protection of
the laws. All are entitled to equal
protection against any discrimina-
tion in violation of this declaration
and against any incitement to such
disbrimination.

Article 8: Every one has the
right to an effective remedy by the
competent national tribunals for acts
violating the fundamental rights
granted him by the constitution or
by law. .

Article 9: No one shall be sab-
jected to arbitrary arrest, detention
or exile. :

Article 10: Every one is enti-
tled in full equality to a fair and
public hearing by an independent
and impartial tribunal, in the deter-
mination of his rights and obligati--
ons and of any . criminal charge
against him. -

Article 11: (1) Everyone char<
ged with a penal offense has the right
to be presumed innoceat until proved
guilty according.to law ina public
trial at which he has all the guaran-
tees necessary for his defence.

(2)-No one shall be held guilty
of any penal offense on acount of any’
act or omission which did not:consti-
tute a penal offense, under. national
or international law, at the time
when it was committed. Nor shall
heavier penalty be imposed than the .
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one that was applicable at the time
the penel offense was committed.

Article 12: No one shall be
subjected to arbitrary interference
with his privacy, family, home or
correspondence, nor to attacks upon
his honour and reputation. Every
~one has the right to the protection
of the law against such interference
or attacks.

Article 13: (1) Every one has
the right to freedom of movement
and residence within the borders of
each state.

(2) Every one has the right to
leave any country, including his own,
and to return to his country.

Article 14: (1) Every one has
the right to seek and to enjoy in
other countries asylum from persecu-
tion.

~(2) This right may not be invok-
ed in the case of prosecutions genui-
nely arising from non-political crimes
or from acts contrary to the purpose
and principles of the United Nations.
. Article 15: (1) Everyone has
the right to a notionality. Y
(2) No one shall be arbitraril
deprived of his nationality or denieg
the right to change his nationality.

Article 16: Men and women of
full age, without any limitation due
to race, nationality or religion have
the right to marry and to found a
family.. They are entitled to equal
rights as to marriage during marriage
and at its dissolution.

(2) Marriage shall be entered

into only with the free and full con-
sent of the intending spouses.

(3) The family is the natural
and fundamental group unit of socie-
ty and is entitled to protection by
society and the state.

Article 17: (1) Ever

: yone has

Athe ngh.t to own property alone as
well a8 in association with others. .

(2) No one shall be arbitrarily
deprived of his property.

Art_icle 18 : Everyone has the right
to freedom of thought, conscience and
religion. This right includes freedom
to change his religion or belief, and
freedom cither alone or in communi-
ty with others and in public or priva-
te, to manifest his religion or belief
in teaching practice, worship and ob-
servance.

_ Arlicle 19: Everyone has the
right to freedom of opinion and ex-
pression. This right includes free-
dom to hold opinions without inter-
?erence and to seek, receive and
impart information and ideas through
any media and regardless of frontiers.

drticle 20: (1) Everyone -has
the right to freedom of peaceful
assembly and association. (2) No
one may be compelled to belong to
an association.

Article 21: (1) Everyone has

.the right to take part in the govern-

ment of his country, directly or
through freely chosen representa-~
tives. '

(2) Everyone has the right of
equal access to public service in his

country. C

(8) The will of the people shall
be the basis of the authority of
Goyernmpnb. This shall be express-
ed in periodic and genuine elections
which shall be by secret votes or by
equivalent free voting procedures.

“drticte 22: Everyone; as &
member of society, has the right to
social security and is entitled to the
reahz.ation, through national effort
and international co-operation and
In accordance with the. organisation
gnd resources of each state, of the
economic, social and cultural rights
indispensable for his dignity and the
free development of his personality.

. Article 23: Xveryone has the
right to work, to free choice of
employment, to just and favourable
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conditions of work and to production
against unemployment.

(2) Everyone without any discri-
mination has the right to equal pay
for equal work.

(3) Everyone who works has the
right to just and favourable remu-
peration insuring for himself and
his family, an existence worthy of
human dignity, and supplemented, if
necessary by other means of social
protection. .

(4) Everyone has the right to
form and to join trade unions for the
protection of his interests.

drticte 24: Everyone has the

right to rest and leisure, including
reasonable limitation of working
hours and periodic holidays with pay.

Ariicle 25: (1) Everyone has
the right to a standard of living,
adequate for the health and well-
being of himself and of his family,
including food, clothing, housing and
medical care and necessary social
gervices, and the right to security in
the event of unemployment, sickness
disability, widowhood, old age or
other lack of livelihood in circumst-
ances beyond his control.

(2) Motherhood and childhood
are entitled to special care and
assistance. All children whether
born in or out of wedlock shall enjoy
the same social protection.

Article 26: (1) Everyone has
the right to education. Educgtion
shall be free at least in the elemen-
tary and fundamental stages. Ele-

mentary education shall be-compuis- -
ory. Technical and professional

education shall be made generally
available and higher education shall

be equally accessible on the basis of

merit.
(2) Education shall be directed

to the full development cf the human
personality and to the strengthening
of respect for human rights and

fundamental _freedoms. It shall
promote understanding, tolerence
and friendship among all nations,
racial or religious groups, and shall

‘further the activities of the United

Nations for the maintenance of peace.
(3) Parents have a prior right

to choose the kind of education that

shall be given to their children.

Article 27 : (1) Everyone has
the right to freely participate in the
cultural life of the community, to
enjoy the arts and to share in scienti-
fic advancement and its benefits.

(2) Everyone has the right to the
protection of the moral and material
interests resulting from any scienti-
fie, literary or artistic production
of which he is the author.

. Article 28: Everyone is entitled
to a social and inter-national order
in which the rights and freedom set
forth in this declaration can be
fully realised.

~ Article 29: (1) Everyone has
duties to the community in which-
alone the free and full development
of his personality is possible.

(2) In the exercise of his rights
and freedoms, everyone shall be
subject only to such limitations as
are determined by law solely for the
purpose of securing due recognition
and respect for the rights and free-
doms of others and of meeting the
just requirements of morality, public
order and the general welfare in a
democratic society. o

(3) These rights and freedoms -
may in no case be exercised contrary
to the purposes and prinociples of the
United Nations. »

Article 30: Nothing in thls
declaration may be interpreted as
implying for any states, groups of-
persons, any right to engage in any
activity or to perform any act aimed
at the destruction of any of the
rights and freedoms set forth herein,
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A Year of Steady
Educational Progress

T HE review of educational
progress since the establish-
ment of Indian independence

published by the Govt. of India

makes very encouraging reading

- and fills us with high hopes for

the future. The new govern-

ment began with a clear-eyed
recognition of the crucial fact
that the collossal poverty in
whose grip the country lay today
could be eradicated only after
the eradicatien of ignorance and
towards this end the problem
of providing facilities for all

_ children of school-going age was

resolutely tackled, It was also

realised from the beginning that

if education of children was im-

portant for the future welfare of

the state, the education of
adults was essential for the very
existence of a young democracy,

THE first year after the advent
of independence has seen
the preparation of the blue

prints of the new educational
edifice. The central Ministry of
education has laboured hard at
the preparation of the frame
work of a system of edncation
suited to the needs of a free and
democratic India. Schemes for
Social. Basic, Secondary, Tech-
nical and other types of educas
ion were drawn up by experts
and the more important problem
of educational finance was examy
ined in detail by a Committea
‘presided over by the Hon’ble
Mr, Kher, Premicr and -Educa-
tior Minister of Bombay. This
Committee has recommended
that universal compulsory Basic
education should be introduced
within a period of 16 vears by
two five-year plans followed by a
six-year plan. Tt has also reco-
mmended that 70% of the ex-.
penditure on Basic education
should be borne by the Provinces
and that remaining 30% by the
Centre. The problem of the
eradication of adult illiteracy
has been gone into by a com-
mittee with the Honble Mohan
Lal Saksena as chairman. This
Committee has recommended the
launching of a programme of
social education which has for
its objective the eradication of
50% of adult illiteracy in the
course of the next 5 years. The
suggestion has also been made
that the cost of the programme
should be shared equally by the
Central and the provincial gove-
roments. Thus by the beginning
of 1949 the task of planning had
been completed. :

THE steady deterioration of
economic oconditions in the

-

country necessitated the curtail-
ment of the plans of educational
reconstruction, IKven so there
js a perceptible expansion 1n
the educational budget, As
acainst 2 crores provided in the
education budget before inde-
pendence for 1949-50, the central
Educational Budget is
Rs. 5.15,00,000. And also the
provincial ~governments have
given the fullest cooperation in
the implementation of educatio-
nal plans. The great strain on

, provincial finances made it nece-

gsary to revise and modify the
original plans but even so with
the determination that beginn.
ing must be made a sum of 50
lakhs has been provided for
grants to provinces for the
training of teachers in Basic
education and one crore - for
launching a programme of social

. education. A conference of pro-

vincial Ministers of education
was held in February to finalise
the immediate plans and to
agree upon the principles accord-
ing to which the sum of 1 crore
was to be distributed among the
provinces for the implementation
of their social education pro-
grammes,

A8 regards the centrally Admi-

nistered areas a beginning

. with the implementation of the

Basic and Social Education pro.
ramme has been made in the
Delhi Province. 129 new Basic
schools have been established
and the transformation of the

old village schools into basic

schools. bas been undertaken
simultaneously, A similar pro-
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gramme of expansion of basic
education has been taken in
hand for Ajmer and plans are
now being made for the introduc-
tion of basic education in Coorg
and the Islands of the Andamans
and Nichobar. A beginning has
also been made in the sphere of |
social education, The village
schools are not only to be cen-
tres of instruction for the child-
ren of the village but they are
sought to be developed into cen-
tres of community life in the
village.

IN Assam the Education Act of -
1947 introducing primary edu-
cation on a compulsory basis
has been brought into force.
1150 schools have béen brought
under the new scheme and one-
fifth of the entire province with
a population of 150,000 children
has been brought under compul-
gion, A modified scheme of basic
education has been introduced
among the tribal people of the
North Eastern Frontier Agency
who have no script and hardly
any developed language. Train-
ing centres have beeh started in
adequate numbers to help in the
conversion of the elementary
schools into basic schools.

lN Behar also the necessary

legislation for the introduction
of Universal compulsory basic
education has been passed, and
the demand for new . training
institutions is also being met in
a steady progressive manner.

N Bombay the Primary Eduoa-
tion Aect of 1947 has been
brought into force. A pro-
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gramme for the Commission of
all the existing elementary
schools into basic schools 1is
under contemplation. The pro-
vincial government has taken
upon itself the entire financial
responsibility for the introduc-
tion, of the compulsory edu-
cation. The programme of social
education is also being pushed
through with great zeal.

N the Central Provinces and

Berar 74 middle schools run
by local bodies have been taken
over by the government and are
being gradually converted into
basic schools, The main empha-
gis in this province has, how-
ever, been on social (Adult)
education. Social education
camps have been opened in large
numbers. The award of small
amounts to men and women
securing the Adult Education
certificate and the supply of
Community radio sets in villages
are helping largely to bring
about the liquidation of Adult
Illiteracy.

EAST Punjab has in hand a
programme for the startin
of 500 basic schools during thg
. current financial year, But pro-
gress must inevitably be slow,
:s thedp§ovince has not fully
-removed from the after eff
of the partition, ehects

lN Madras there hag been very
_8reat progress in the introduc-
tion of Compulsion. Two five.
year plans heve been prepared
for the realisation of universal
:’e'o‘mpu.lsor‘y primary education
and it jg Proposed in the

next three years to provide
a school for every village with a
population of 300 or more. "A
scheme of citizenship training
has been drawn up for the fur-
therance of social education and
the governments have sanctioned
the opening of six rural colleges
and 100 citizenship schools.
New training centres for the
training of teachers in basio
education have also  been
started.

N Orissa all the primary schools
have been taken over by the
government and have been
improved in respect of buildings

and equipment. Special en-
couragement is given to the
students from the scheduled

castes and the hill tribes by the
award of stipends.

HE United Provinces are also
making steady progress in

‘the introduction of compulsion

and, as in Madras, they have
set before themselves the ideal
of having a school for every
village. An iulensive campaign
of social education has also been
undertaken. A schemec of mobile
trainining squads by which tea-
chers locally recruited are given

a short course of intensive train-:
ing in the centres where they

are working has also been in
troduced. . -

IN East Bengal also the pro-

gramme of social educatioB
and the starting of training

centres for basic education arb
receiving as much attention 88

in other provinces, '
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]T is to be hoped- that the pre-

sent pace of advancement
would be steadily maintained
and great progress will be made
by the various provinces both
in the matter of the introduction
of universal compulsory primary
education and in the liquidation
of adult illiteracy.

.

The work of the UNESCO

THE review. of its achievement
during the four years that it
has been in existence just
ublished by the United Nations
ducational, Scientific and Cultu-
ral Organisation amply justifies
its existence. The aim of this
organisation is to promote the
moral and intellectual solidarity
of mankind. It endeavours to

- repair the devastatien and havoe

v

wrought by the great world-war,
to give at least an elementary
education to the baekward peo-
ples of the world and to raise
the standard of culture through-
out the world. In all these
undertakings the main objective
has been the promotion of the
world-wide reign of peace.
UNESCO has not worked for
gpectacular results, but hag
busied itself with long-term
projects and it has sought to
focus world-interest, with a
view to the promotion of the
brotherhood of man under the

‘ '“fatherhood of God. )

THE most important part of

the work undertaken by
Uneseo is the laudable work of its
Department of Reconstruction.
b8 doing very ‘valuable work

A
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for the relief and rehabilitation
of the 8 lakhs of refugees who
have drifted into the outskirts
of the main towns of Arab Pale.
stine, the Lsbanon, Syria, Trans.
jordan, Irag, Egypt and Israel
and the refugees that roam the
streets of Tyre. A similar ven-
ture is the preparation of a holi-

‘day camp for some 60 war orphans

of different nationalities in the
children’s Republic of Mohtin.
Vienx near Grenoble.

T the same time Unesco is

continuing its unprecedented
census of the educational and
cultural needs of the world,

N addition to this repair of the
damage wrought by the world-
war, .Unesco attempts to raise
the level of education through-
out the world. It has turned its
attention primarily to the:
depression zounes of the intellec-
tual world. In the backward
valley of Marbial, in Haiti, a
pilot project is on trial,® the
lessons of which may be
applied in other parts of the
world. Great progress has been
made in the course of a year
and the complete reclamation
of the valley is expected to be.
accomplished in the course of
five vears. TFour educational
missions have been sent to the
Philipines, Afghanistan, Siam
and Syria compos i

fundamental
technique

administrati@/etc, Serninars Y
which tegcRérs from differer}
countries

TGRS 49
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u sonie particular field of ¢duca-
tion are being organised. The
sennnar at Brazil will discuss
thq question of the eradication
of illiteracy and the one in India
will focus its attentionj on adult
education, UNESCO is also turn-
Ingitsattention to the reconstruc-
tion of school text books with

the object of breaking down the.

barriers that divide the world
into fragments by narrow dome-
stic walls, All this work is
undertaken'by the Educational
Documention and Exchange
Centre through the UNESCO is
rapidly becoming a world clear-
ing house for. information about

international aspects of educa-
tion. :

WITH a view to interchanging

world resources for streng-
thening international solidarity
many practical measures have
begn taken by Unesco, particular-
ly in the lofty sphere of the Arts
and Letters. An International
Theatre and an International

Council of Music have been esta-

blished. A survey on copyright
is being carried out to safeguard
the interests of artists and men
of letters without hindering the
popular dissemination of their
works. By the institution of
“book coupons” libraries and
institutes in soft currency coun.
tries “have been enabled to buy
books in hard currency countries

A bulletin for facilitating con-
tacts and exchanges between
llbr_aries all over the world, and
lavishly illustrated review cal-
oulated to serve as a link bet.
ween museuins all over the world

and the projected preparation
of a catalogue of the world’s best
productions in the domain of the
visual arts and ‘music and the
translation f important literary
works are other practical mea-
sures initiated by UNESCO,

WITH the same objective of

bringing the world’s finest
achievements within the reach
of all lovers of culture, UNESCO
has set up four field Science Co-

operation offices in Cairo, Shap-'

ghai, Delhi and Montevideo to
encourage scientific research.
The far Eastern Office at Shan-
ghai is distributing laboratory
equipment among Chinese insti-
tutes and the South Asian office-
at Delhi is investigating the pos-
sibility of rubber and penicillin
for scientific and social purposes.
The Montevideo office is mainly
concerned with the opening up
of the incomparable resources
of raw materials in the Hyleas
Amazon.

NESCO is also endeavourin
— to ocoordinate internationa
congresses of medical sciences and
to tackle the urgent problem of
soil erosion. Above all, UNESCO
is making a study of collective
tensions in various parts of the
world. The aim is to relieve
the tensions and bring all the
nations of the earth into one
family under heaven. Efforts
are also being made to improve
the means of disseminating
thought in all communities. The
tools employed by Unesco are
faith, courage and devotion. It
requires and deserves the ‘co-
operation of all Governments,

-
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National Coromissions, official
and private agsociations. Tbe
motto of UNESCO is to “ think
slowly and act quickly and it
will in ever increasing meaﬁurz
radiate its energy throughot
the world. 4
P.'S.:—One of the interesting publications of
the Unesco is the international Handbook
o jreview of which eppearson page 28,
giving an exhauetive list of the fellow-
ehips, scholarships and educationa} ex-
change available in various countries. Tt
must be of great interést to those w'ho
wish to travel out of their dwa countrios
~

for purgoses of study.

The Headmasters’ Association

“HE annual report for 1948.
T1949 presented by the Head-
smasters’ Association, Madras

ghow that during the year under

review the Association has fduss-
ed attention on many subjects
of far reaching importance and
its opinion has been frequently
sought by the government In
regard to the changes in the
educational scheme. The Asso-
ciation has proudly recorded the
fact that certain modifications
in the scheme were made as &
result of representations made
by it. In accordance with the
suggestions made by the Associ-
ation Government have appoint-
ed a cemping committee and are
contemplating the starting of a
‘ring of camp sites all over the
presidency. The provincial gov-
ernment has also recommended
to the central government that
_visual aids like projectors and
films might be exempted from
import duty. The introduction
of the teaching of English in

21

Form I, modifications in the
Physical Education syllabus, the
establishment of a Central Film
Library, the reorganisation of
the B. T. scheme and Secondary
Grade Training course and the
provision of Higher Mathematics
as additional subject for forms
V and VI are other achievements
to which the Association can -
proudly point as the results of
its representations. 1'he Associ- -
ation at its various meetings has
canvassed - all the important
problems which have a close
bearing on the reorganisation of
secondary education. Important
as its contribution to the shap-
ing of things educational has
been in the past, it has a yet
more important role to play in
the future. The ban on manage-
ments paying to Headmasters
higher salaries than those re-
commended by the Provincial
Governments is sure to be & wet
blanket on the enthusiasm of the
Headmasters. Government
must do all that they possibly
can to instil enthusiasm in the
overworked Headmasters and
raise their status in the publio
estimation.

o p——

Sri Sabhesan Thanksgiving
Fund *

N recent times the largest sin-

~ gle contribution towards orga-
nising the teachers of the pro-.
vince and making them a power
to reckon with has been made
by Mr. M, S. Sabhesan. For
nearly three decads he has been
connected with the South Indian
Teavhers’ Union. For over 16 -
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years he has been its energetic
and indefatigable Secretary and
for nearly 10 years he has been
its distinguished and inspiring
President. "I'bhe organisation
owes to Mr. Sabhesan a great
deal of its solidarity and influ-
ence. It is therefore, in the fit-
ness of things that an attempt
- should be made to mark the gra.
titude of the teaching profession
to Mr. Sabhesan for all that he
has done for it. It is proposed
to present a purse to Mr. Sabhe-
san and it is also proposed to
institute public lectures by emi.
nent educationists in commemo-
- ration of Mr. Sabhesan’s invalua-
ble sacrifices to the cause of edu-
cation in general and the teach-

ing profession in particular. A
minimum of Rs. 10,000 is requir-
ed for the purpose and it is
hoped that not only teachers but

a}so others interested in educa-
tion and the teaching profession
will contribute liberally to the
Sri Sabhesan Thanks giving Fund
and that the modest target of
Rs 10,00 will soon be reached.
All contributions are to be sent
to the Secretary of the South
Indian Teachers’ Union, We
strongly commend the appeal to
the earnest consideration of all
]ov.ers of education,

Dr. A. V., Mathew’s New Work -

We are extremely glad to note
that Dr. A, V. Mathew, formerly
Principal of the S, M. T, Teach-
ers College, Kolhapur has now
joined the staff of the Chatrapati
Sivaji_ College, Satara founded
by Karmaveer Bhao Rao Patel
the well-known social worker.

We congratulate Dr, Mathew
for ‘the missionary zeal with
which he has taken up the work,

- —— t—

Opportunities for Study Abroad
NEW UNESCO PUBLICATION

The United Nations Fducational,
Scientific and  Cultural Organisation
(UNESCO) has published the first
volume of “Study Abroad, Inter-
national Handbock of Fellowship,
Scholarships and Educationa! Exchange”
The Book covers over I0,6(0 oppor-
tunitigs for International Study in 166
subject fields in twenty-seven countries,
In addition, the handboolk contains
rotes on the fellowship programme of
the United Nations and its specialised

Agecocies as well as summaries of the
" technique of fellowship administratien
for those engaged in planning fellow.
ship programmes.

_ The aim of the publication is to
increase the number and quality of
candidates applying for fellowships, to

suggest to prospeotive donors where
new programmes may be developed and
to bring intoe perspective possible over-
lappings of emphasis and areas of out-
standing need. The book will be of
practioal assistance to those wishing to
travel out of their ewn countries, for
purposes of study, The reporting
countries are, Austria, Belgium, Burma,
Canada, China, Columbia, Czechoslo
vakga, Ecuadour, Eire, Finland, France,
India, Italy, New Zealand, Norway,
the Phillippines, Portugal, South Africa

United Kingdom and United States of
America,

The book is available with Oxford

Book and stationery Co., New Delhi

India and can also be obtained from
UNESCQ Headquarters in Paris,

.

VN MRS SN VN N I VI M NI MM IS VMU NS o 4 g

THROUGH difterent PROVINCES |

PR e e P o AR

DELHI
.SOCIAL EDUCATION SCHEME

Practical steps for the implementa-
tion of the Social Education Scheme
prepared by the Ministry of Edacation,
Government of Tndia, were discussed at
a mecting of ofiicern in charge of Social
Education in various pravinces which
was held in New Delhi recently. Dr.
Tara Chand, Educatiopn Seoretary to
the Government of India, presided. In
the light of the conclusions arrived at
this meeting, detailed schemes will now
be prepared by all Provinccs and sub.
mitted to the Government of India by
the middle of August, .

Recarding the syllabus for Social
Education the moeting - decided to
appoint a Committee of four to prepare
a handbook for guidance of teachers and
social workers engaged in Social Educa-
tion. The handbook will inoclude detai-
led syllabus of subjects, talking points
on the items included in the syllabus,
gources of teaching material and general
hints on the techniquo of teaching
adults. 1t is hoped that it will be ready
by the middie of Séptember. )

The meeting discussed the various
outstanding problems oconnected with
Sooial Education, including duration of
courses, training of teachers and pre-
paration of suitable literature. It was
decided that Social Education should
be covered in 180 houre ordinarily in 90
working days of two hours each, Each
Social Education centre would conduct
three such courses in & year. .Sooial
Education camps Wwould be organised
wherever possible. The age group to be
covered by the Social Education pro.
gramme would be 12 to 40 years. There

_would be 30 adult students to every

seacher, )
It was also decided that -Social

Education workers would ordinarily be

reoruited from among primary and in

some cases secoudary school teachers.
Suitable volunteers would® also be-
utilised.

In view of the heavy cost of mecha-
nical apparatus it was decided that only
a few centres should be equipped with
these to begin with and the Government
of India should sarrange bulk purchase
of mechanical apparatus required
in order to reduce the cost. - The
meeting was of the opinion that
each Province should have a senior
officer in oharge of Social Education
attached to the Director of Puablic Ins-
truction. The desirability of producing
suitable literature including bulletins -
and journals was emphasised and it was
suggested that Prowinces should. ex.
change such literature. The Government
of India were asked to co ordinate the |
work of production and distribution of
charts and posters,

It will be reca'led that this year
the Gaverrment of India have provided
the sum of rupees one crore to be spent
oa Social Education. Out of this, Rs, 90
lakhs will be distributed ameng Provin.
ces after the Ministry of Education has
approved the schemes prepared by
them, v ‘

AMERICAN YOUTH MISSION

The thirty-one  American youths
who were ou a goodwill eduocational trip
rourd the world met Mr. C. Rajagopala-
ohari, Governor-General of India, at
Government House and were with him
for about two hours, ‘

Mr. Munroe Smith, Leader and
Director of the Youth Party, after
their interview with the Governor.
General of ‘India told the UPI, «We
had a wonderful time- with the Gover.
nor-General. We talked for nearly two
hours on important matters, such gs
world peace, exchauge of students -
youth hostels, the Youth Argosy. W;
were very much impressed by the
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Governor-General’s
idealism. "’

The UPI learns that Mr. C. Raja-

philosophy and

gopalachari in the course of his informal.

talk said that the worst enemy of the
world to.day was fear. The world was
being dominated by fear to-day. The
father of the Indian nation, Mahatma
Gandhi had taught them to shed that
fear,

GROWTH OF INDIAN
LITERATURE

The Government of India intend
convening a Conference of representa-
tives of cultural associations during the
first week of September in New Delhi,
to consider the progress and develop-
ment of modern Indian literature,
production and popularisation- of
scientific books and also the compila-
tion of authoritative encyclopedias in
India. This information is oontained
in a communioation circularised by the
Ministry of Education to the several
cultural and literary associations in
India.

The communication states that the
proposed Conference would consider
how the best books in various langnages
could be made available to people in
India. The Conference would survey
the literary trends in different regions
and the desirability of bringing them
into mutual awareness.

Each representative who attends
the forthcoming conferense is expected
to provide a brief historical survey of
the language and literature in which his
association is interested, giving the
names and achievements of prinoipal
writers in that language.  After the
reports of the vepresentatives are dis-
cussed at the Conference, the Govern-
ment of India might incorporate these
in an authoritative publication giving a
survey of all Indian languages' and lite-
rature.

ALL-INDIA' EDUCATIONAL -
CONFERENCE

A joint meeting of the Central Exe-
cutive Commiitees of the Secunderahad
Teaochers’ Association and the Hydera-
. bad Aided Sohool” Teachers’ Guild was

.

held in Mahbul College High School,
Secunderabad, on Sth July, Mr. M. S,
Kotiswaran, Secretary, All.India Fede.
ration of Educaticual Associations,
presiding.

The president stated that the XXV
All-India  Educational Conference and
the All.Asia Educational Conference
would be held in Hyderabad in April
1950. A working Committee with Rev.
Page as Chairman and Mr. K Raghava.
chary as the convener was formed,

MADRAS \

STUDY OF SANSKRIT IN
SECONDARY SCHOOLS

The Goverment it is learnt, have no
objection to allowing managements of
schools which so desire, to teach Sauns.
krit in addition to Hindi in the first
Form within sckool hours. At present
teaching of Sanskrit is possible only as
an alternative to Hindi, Arabic or some
other Indian language.

COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES
OF STUDENTS

The Government of Madras have
requested the Inspector.General of
Police, Madras, to furnish details of
subversive and Communist activities
indulged in by students to the Heads of
educational institutions ooncerned, in
order to enable thom to take disciplinary
action against such students under the
Madras Educational Rules. o

Government have further requested
the Distriot Magistrates to forward any
reports received by them from tho police
in respect of students taking part in
Communist and subversive aotivities
together with their recommendations
to the Heads of oducational institutions.

The Director of Public Instruotion,
Madras has stated tbrough a commu.
nique that students about whorn adverse
reports have been collected by the
police or otherwise have been convioted
in a Court of Law for taking part in
Communist activities would bo expelled
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from the institutions concerned under
Rule 97 of the Madras Educational
Rules or action might be taken against
thsm under Rnle 49 of the same which
provides for transfer, ete.

PUBLICATION OF TAMIL
MANUSCRIPTS

A number of rare Tamil manuscripts
which are in the possession of the Gov.
ernment Oriental Manuseripts Library,
Madras, will be published in the course
of this year. The Government have
ailotted a sum of Rs. 10,000 to meet
the cost of publication.

The Government have also sanotion-
ed a sum of nearly Rs. 20,000 towards
the cost of Publication of some Tamil
Manusoripts in the possession of the
Maharaja  Serfoji Saraswati Mahal
Library at Tanjore.

DEGREE COURSE IN MUSIC

A Degree course in Music will be
gtarted in the Annamalai University
from this academic year.

This is the first time in the annals

* of the Indian universities that a Degree
oourse in Musio is started.

———

BOMBAY

INDIA GOVT. GRANT FOR
RESEARCH IN YOGA

The Government of India have
sanctioned a grant of Rs. 20,000 to
Kaivalya Dhama, an institute for train.
jng in Yoga, for conducting reseirch on
tho scientifio side of Yoga. The Insti-
tute has been functioning at Lonavla,

near Bombay, for the last 24 years.

Swami Kuvalayananda, Founder.
Director of the Institute, said: “Our
aim is to develop a philozophy and a
oulture through the co.ordination of
yogio experiences and mod:rn soiences
that would lead to a proper understand-
ing of man as a whole and thus avoid
any future conflicts between man and
man”,

The Institute, Swami Kuvaly.
ananda said, would shortly conduct at
Lonavla a two-year post-graduate dip.
loma course in Yoga wherein training -
would be imparted on practical Yoga
and eastern and western philosophy,
A sum of Rs. 1,215,000 has already been
collected for this purpose, he added.

| GERMAN SCIENTIST FOR
BANGALORE INSTITUTE

The well-known German scientist,
Prof. H. Muller, arrived in Bombay
from Geneva by an Air India Interna-
tional at'the invitation of the Govern.
ment of India. He will be posted at
the Institute of Science at Bangalore in
charge of the High Tension Department.
Prof. Muller said his contract was for
five years.

GRANT OF SCHOLARSHIPS
TO BACKWARD CLASSES .

The Government of India have
decided to grant scholarships totalling
Rs. 10 lakhs to students belonging to
Scheduled Castes aud other backward
classes (including aboriginals and hill
tribes) pursuing studies beyond the
Matriculation sta ge.

The scholarships are tenable in
recognised institutions in Indis.

WEST BENGAL

POST-GRADUATE
COURSE IN SANSKRIT

The West Bengal Government have
on the recommendation of an Advisory
Committee decided to open a Post-Gra-
duate Department of Sanskrit Educa-
tion and Researoh.

The Committee was appointed by
the Government to advise them on the
development-of Sanskrit Education in
the province.
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TREE PRIMARY
EDUCATION

A Rs. l14-crore scheme for giving
free  primary education to about
22,560,000 children of school-going age in
West Bongal has been prepared by the
School Education Committes of the
Provincial Governmeut. -

The Committee, which was appoin.
ted im April last year to oconsider and
report on th- reorganisation of primary
and sccondary education in this pro-
vinoce, has submitted its report recom-
mending the establisnment of about
'5,000 primary schools with about
90,000 teachers.

‘The report stated that out of about
22,850,000 boys and girls of six to eleven-
year age group, only about 11,00,000
attonded schools.

The Committee expressed the view
that if Bengal were to retain her place
among the Provinces of India, it was
essential that the problem of rapid ex-
pansion of primary edueation should be
tackled immediately.

SECONDARY EDUCATION

The Committee recommended a
eleven.year school course for secondary
education, including the present inter-
mediate stage of collegiate education.
As for the question of teaching lan.
guages, it was decided that Bengali and
English should be compulsory through.
out, the Federal language (Hindi)
should be compulsory for the first three
years of the post-primary stage and
classical languages should be taught in
the last three years of the course.

The Committee felt that its efforts
had been directed towards providing a
comprehensive course of instruction in-
tegrating theoretical knowledge with
hand work and manual skill at every
stage of education, with insistence on
the development of the pupil’s per-

sonality, self-reliance amd thinking
powers,
Primary education, the report

stated, had been based on the principle

of activity and was sought to he made
Joyous and creative,

BEHAR

PATNA UNIVERSITY

EXAMS. TO BE ABOLISHED

The Patna University Senate at an
emergent ;meeting adopted ocertain
amendments . to University Regula.-
tions in effect abolishing the annual test
examination which led to the recent
students’ strike in the provinee.

The amendments had becn recom-
mended by a Committee appointed by
the Syndicate fo congidor the entire
guestion of universily esaminations and
the inadequate facilitios availab'e for
nroper study and residence.

Tho recommendations of the Com-
mittee accepted by the Senate include
fixation of the number of students in
arts, and science and commerce classes,
the number of examinations to be held
in the course of academic years, the
minimum marks to be obtained by
students in these examinations to qualify
for universily examinations
maximum nunber of lectures to be deli.

vergd by each college in each’ subjeot.

MYSORE

U. N. ADULT EDUCATION CENTRE

Mysore has been selected for loca-
ting the cemtre of adult education semi.-
nary of the United Nations Organisation
and the centre is expected to start funo.
tioning soon. The progress of adult

education in Mysore State haa been the.
prime factor which infiuenced the UN -

to take this decision.

GERMAN SCIENTIST FOR
BANGALORE

Prof. H. Muller, well.known German

soientist arrived here from; Los-
don by air. He has been invited by the
Government of Ind#a to take charge of
the High Toension Department of the
Indian Icstitute of Science at Bangalore.

This is Prof. Muller’s first visit to India. .

He will be here for five years.

and the '

T

_where

PUBLIC OPINION

SCHOOL “DOSSIERS”

The Governmeut of Madras have
instruoted the Inspector-General of
Police to furnish the heads of eduocatio-
nal institutions with details of subversive
and Communist activities of students
with a view to enabling the taking of
«disciplinary”’  sotion againet the latter
under the Madras Educational Rules.
Such .action - includes expulsion of the
students on the basis of the police report.
Apart from its being objectionable on
grounds of possible abuse and consequ-
ent injustice in individual ocases, the
procedure really amounts to the intro.
duction of the **dessier” system into
-educational inssitntions, How un.-
desirablo this is both from the point of
view of academic {freedom and {rom that
of the lasting welfare of the students
themselves was well brought out in a
recent brief debate in the British House
of Commons,
certain regulations made under the Em-
ployment and Training Act of 1048

which compelled all schools to supply & -
large number of particulars about pupils -

at certain ages. Though apparently the
information was sought for the purpose
of fitting the young men into suitable
jobs by finding out their ability and
aptitudes, the ¢ dossier” system was
objected to by certain members. Speak-
ing on a motion for the annulment of
the regulations Mr. Kenneth Lindsay,
Independent Member for Universities,
said this was the beginning of a dossier
in which particulars of health, aptitude,
abilities, and the whole series of other
points about a youth’s life history
wculd be going from one official to
another, He bad heen in ocountries
dossiers were kept about
everyone. - It was a dangerous business
to let a report follow a youth from
school to an employment exchange, and
even to a university. Dossiers bred
puspicion,  The Parlismentary Secre.
tary to the Ministry of Labour in his

- reply implied that the reports would be

destroyed after use so that they would
not follow the youth through the rest
cf his life, The same cannot, unfortu.

The subject arose out of.

nately, be eaid about the reports con.
templated in the Madras Government’s
order. They will be of the kind that
_will stick to the youth and -their effect
will be to blight the &areer of callow
boys who have been misled by specious
appeals to join in fighting alleged politi-
cal and economic injustices in the pre-
sent social o¥der. In dealing with them
the aim should be, at least in the first
instance, to treat the cases as
aberrations and try to wean them
from the wrong path by remov-
ing the particular conditions in
their environment which conduced to
the straying. It ia a process which
involves patience and the parents’ and
_teachers’ putting their heads to-gether
to bring the errant one back to the
rails. There may unfortunately be ocer-
tain intraqtable cases wich are not amen-
able to persuasion and action may have
to be taken to prevent mischiei from
the point of view of law "and order, It
is then and not till then thag the police
should be allowed to come in. The point
is that the two categories of punitive
action should not be mixed up. Correc-
tives presoribed in educational rules are
obviously for the limited purpose of
ensuring disoipline among the boys.
And educational authorities should not
be compelled to apply them agsinst any
student about whom the Exeoutive
might submit adverse reports—reports
* which would, at best, represent only one -
side of the ocase. ~The ‘Hindw’

'WANTED Special Correspondents in
every Provincial and State Head.
quarters to report News on Progress of
Education,
Professors and Teachers oconnected
with Provincial Educational Associa.
tions will be more helpful in this reépeo;

— The Editor,
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THE TE!CHING OF ENGIi.ISH
ABROAD—By F, G. French—Publi-
shed by the Oxford University Press—
122 pages 2 sh. 6 d.

This is the first of three volumes
bearing on the theory ana practice of
Euglish teaching in countries where it
is not the language .of the people. It
deals with the main principles of lan.
guage teaching and their application to
modern practice, It does not presume
to discuss the different methods which
have been tried at different places at
varions times. It contents itself with
the explanation of those principles-
which are now accepted by  succesful
teachers and the application of them
to actual class-room work, The methods
of teaohing other school subjects like
arithmetic, geography etc. give rise
to much less argument than the teaching
of English and that for two reasons. In
the first place, in the cuse of the other
subjects the matter to be taught is fixed
and arranges itself in a natural order
for teaching. In this respect, English
differs from other subjects. Seocondly
the teachers of English have strong likes
and dislikes which are the results of
their own experiance and the way in
which their teachers taught them when
they were beginners. The method of-
teaching differs with different teachers.
Some find difficulty in giving lessons
without a reading book open in front of
every pupil. Some teachers would
devote muoch time to easy poems and
rhyms. Some would pay most atten-
tion to reading and writing. Every
teacher is apt to push into the back.
ground anything which does not suppert
that side of work in .which he is most
interested. ‘

. - The first question to be decided is
how much is to be put in and how much
may be safely left out of the English
lessons, This book stresses the import.

ance of laying emphasis on thode sen-
tence patterns which oceur most fre.
quently in straight forward English
speech and print, those words which pass
the test of the highest measure of use.
fulness in general English together with

some words connected with the pupils’

own life and surroundings and  those
gramatical points which sre essential
when judged by the test that English
depends on word order and upon strue-
tural words (like pronouns, prepositions
and auxiliary verbs) to form its sentence
patterns,

The other problem to be tackled is
what principles shall be followed in
choosing the things that are to be done
in the class-room The present volume
is based on the following principles—the
importance of forming language habits,
particularly the habit of arranging
words in KEuglish Standard sentence-
patterns tn replace the senteuce.patterns
of the pupils’ own language, the import-

ance of speech as the necesrary means-

of fixing firmly ali groud-work and the
importance of the pupils’ activity rather
than the activity of the teacher.

A third problem to be solved is

what class.room practices will best turn
these principles into actual lesson.work.
In this book class.-room practices .which
bave proved succesful in the hands of
ordinary teachers are desoribed. The
book is not exhaustive as regards these
practices. It is only suggestive and it

is open to every teacher to add to what

be finds iu the book anything that he
can pick up from his friends and from
other teachers and ot her schools.

The importance of the st;'udy of
English should not be underrated English

is rapidly becoming a world language.

It is the mother-tongue of 200,000.000
people and in addition it is gpoken and
read by many-millions of Europeans,
Africans, Chinese, Indians, Japanese
and South Americans as a second lan-
guage. Everything of importanc®
which happens day by day is printéd

in English newspapers or spoken:is

English over the radio all over the
world. A person who can speak English

BOOK REVIEWS 8

will ind a person who oan understand
him wherever he may go. Anyone who
oan read English can keep in touch with
all the world without leaving his own
home.—We in India are in danger of
turning our backs on English in a spirit
of narrow chauvinism. But if we want
the regional language for the province
and the Rashtra Bhasha for the country
we require English for international
correspondence and communication,
English has therefore to be stndied =8 a

. second language and the teacher must

train his pupils to speak English within
a limited vocabulary, to understand
what is spoken and to read and write.
The volume under review abounds in

_practical suggestions which are well

ey

worthy of adoption by all teachers of

English who are not to the language

born,

SCHOOLS WITH A MESSAGE IN
INDIA—By D. J. Fleming, 19 pages
Price Rs. 2.8.0. Oxford University
Press.

This is the reprint of a book origi-
pally published in 1921, The writer
had the previlege of being the American
representative on the Commission on
Village Education in India which was
sent by the combined Missionary Socie-
ties of England and North America in
the year 1920. In this capacity, he had
a unique opportunity of seeing schools
likely to contribute to the advance of
educational thought and practice. In

this book the author has desoribed
certain types of progressive schools
which he saw at the time. On the
whole twelve different types of schools
are described. The first three are boys
schools—the fuctory school run by the
Buckingham and Carnatic Mills, Madras,
the Apprentice schools at Barangore
and TFaridpur and the Vocational
School run by the Indian Missionary
Society at Dornacal. The next three
are Girts’ schools —the girls’ school of-
Kalimpong, the industrial settlement
established by the Baptist Zenna Mission
at Palwal (S. Punjab) and thn industrial
school (Lucy Perry Bille School) at
Madura ; next follow three other types
of schoo!s— the Wesleyan Mission school
at Medak where education is sought to
be imparted without literacy, the Boys
High Sehool at Kalimpong which aims
at literacv in nature’s look and the
sehools in Srinagar and Kandy which
lay a great stress on Citizenship train-

ing, The three remaining chapters are - '

devoted to the famous Sauntiniketan of
Rabindranath Tagore, the National -
High School at Adyar and the educa-
tional experiments that have been made
in Baroda. Eaoh of these twelve types
of sohools has got its own message for
those interested in the work of edueca-
tion. A study of these educational
experiments and the methods adeptad
for carrying them out will be very help~
ful to teathers all over the country.

V. M.

: RASHTRA BHASHA

ITCE AT -

BY Sahitya Ratna KoTa SUNDARA Rama Sarma,
M. A, M.O.L, B ®d,, (Dip.) French and German

Book 1: 012 0

Book II: 0 14 0

“ The rich and.varied experience of athe uthor, Sahitya Ratna, in
teaching Hindusthani and other lanuages in High Schools ard of . lecturing
on Psychology and Methods of Teaching Hindi - Hindusthani to Pracharaka
olasses in the Dakshina Bharata Hindi Pracharaka Sabha is really an asset.”
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