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High Living and High Thinking
Dr. K. N. KINI, M. A,, Ph.D. (Columbia University),
Director of Public Instruction, Jodhpur

T has become customary with a

large number of people in our

country, including lawyers, indus-
trialists, militarists and philosophers,
habitually and frequently and mecha-
vically to repeat for acceptance by
the populace the slogan “ Plain living
and high thinking” though they
themselves are revelling in luxuries.
These people live in houses which
should be called mansions as com-
pared with the huts of the poorer folk,
go about in motor ocars and have
amenities of life which are purchased at
exorbitant rates from both India and
foreign countries. They have the best
tooth pastes and brushes, finest shav-
ing sets, most relishing-tinned foods at
the breakfast table, the costiliest radio,
finest silk and tweed suits, most

~* gorgeous sarees for their wives and

daughters, in short they possess
everything that makes life worth
living. No one grudges them these
things. They may have even more.
But whenever they come to address
meetings or join in conversation and
preach * plain living and high think-
ing 7, there is an obnoxious feature
of unreality and insinoerity in their
utterances. Of ocourse to such
meetings and on such occasions, they
come in plain clothes as if the latter

_are the symbols of plain living and
- high thinking. Their silk and tweed

suits project out when they have to
attend parties given by high digni-
taries. There is an irony in their
advice ‘“Plain living and high
thinking ” given to their poorer

.- brothern, because they do not practice
-what they preach. There might be

s certain amount of high thinking

'with them but certainly not plain

\

Bvidg

In ancient days, when the great
Rishis lived in the forests and did
a lot of subjective thinking on life
and its problems, there was real plain
living and high thinking. The Rishia"
ate very simple food “ Kanda Moola *
— nature’s bounty in the forests.
They lived in very simple huts, did
sublime thinking and wrote big
“ Granthas ”. Valmiki wrote Rama-
yana and Vyasa wrote Mahabharata,
the two immortal epics of Hindustan.
When the great Rishis were invited
by the kings to their palaces, they
did not return to their forest abodes
with plenty of presents from the
kings. They would give whatever
advice they could to the kings and
would go back to their humble
dwellings and ocontinue their high
thinking, Their’s was a life, not of
material advancement but of spiritual
elevation. It was real plain living
and high thinking. In our own
times, we have witnessed this type of
life in Mahatma Gandhi.

But such a life is not possible in
the present day world for the vast
majority of our people. The present
is an age of materialism. Every
individual in his heart of hearts
wishes t0 possess a house well:
furnished with comfort giving fur<
niture, eleotrical gas and sanitory
fittings and heating and ocooling
appliances for varying seasons and
also to have fine things for eating,
very good dress for himself, his wife
and children and various other things
which are considered to be modern
necessities, such as the radio, motot:
car, oamera, refrigerator and - so. oA
He would like to have a good libr: Q,

half & dozen journals, & small works

&5

-



286 HDUCATIONAL INDIA

shop for his children to work with
tools and an adequate diary. Those
who kave enjoyed these comforts can
vouchsafe that these modern amenities
tend towards greater efficiency in their
daily work. In the present day com-
petitive world, efficiency is a most
important factor, and efficiency ocan-
not be obtained by living in houses
shorn of modern household equip-
ment and taking to diet which does
not provide enough energy and
strength to work for eight hours a
day and sometimes more in iatellec-
tual and physical spheres of life. We
bave to compete with other nations
in the world who are materially more
+ advanced than we are and other coun-
tries where the individuals are more
efficient in trade, industry and de-
fence. They use labour saving
machines and provide themselves with
goods which enhance competency for
work. When we try to be one of the
foremost nations of the world and
aspire to leadership in U. N. 0. and
J.N.E.S,.C.0. and such other
world organizations, the outworn
slogan “ Plain living and high think-
ing ”” becomes a mockery.

Whether all people can get the
modern amenities or not is a different,
matter ; but everybody wishes to have
them. I have heard children of poor
folk pointing to those of richer ones
saying ““See how fortunate they are.
They go in cars or ride bicyoles,
have fine dress and procure new
books, whilé we have to walk, use
tattered clothes and be satisfied with
second hand torn books.” Poorer
mothers shed tears because their
children cannot get enough nourish-
ment. Parents have often told me
‘““You say that our ohildren do not
atudy. They have not adequate food.

e oannot purchase costly books.
There is not & place in our houses
. where our ochildren ocan sit oom.
¢ fortably and read and write. We

cannot provide them decent dress. ”’
When I asked a woman why she did
not send her girls to high school, she
said, “I cannot provide each one of
my daughters six sarees, one to serve
for change every day in the week;
nor can [ supply them costly books,
pens and money for subsoription
etc. If I do mnot provide them
these things, my daughters feel small
in the eyes of their richer clags mates.”
1 am often overwhelmed with grief
when I reflect on these matters.

In these materialistic days when
everybody at least wishes to haw®
the best things of life, it is prepos-
terous for anybody to sing this
slogan “ Plain living and high think-
ing.” What such people should do
is to afford and create opportunities
to the humbler folk to work hard
and earn more. Let us openly
preach, “ High living and high
thinking” because it is a mnatural
urge in people to possess the best
things of life which enhance their
competency. When they do get
them, they will have facilities for
high thinking. The result of * Plain
living” has been that the incomes
of most people have gone down 80
low that there is no margin of
savings against a rainy day., Depen-
dence on more opulent relatives or
frionds has besome a comman
feature in our country, with its con-
comitant  consequence of losing
self-respect. Bickerings are commons
On account of the fact that such
people do not get enough nourishment
and comforts of life, their efficienocy
as oitizens is undermined. The
very inefficiency leads to still lower
standards. Laziness has become
rampant. “ One earns and ten live

on him” ocan be heard throughout
the country. .

Our educational system should

be so changed that every boy ;nd
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every girl will be taught to produce
something which is useful in life,
which is saleable and by selling
which he or she can make a little
profit or at least get money in
return for labour spent. By learning
to do useful and artistic things, not
only will they get the joy of life but
they will also procure some money in
return for using to upgrade their
own life. As the ohildren construct
these things, thcy should learn the
language ot their construction, the
geography of their raw materials and
also of their manufacture in the
factories and cottages, the mathe-
matics involved in the purchase of
the raw materials and the marketing
etoe, of the finished goods, the
drawing and the art relating to their
production etc. Culture, if it be
defined as the inteliectual develop-
ment of the individuals, can be best
sought through this type of edueation
in its true sociological and economic

. setting rather than by working out

imaginary problems unconnected
with life and mugging up heights of
mountains and lengths of rivers and
ever changing boundaries of small
countries and states which are no
bigger than a district in India. For
the indian youth the boundaries of
Chili or Bulgaria or Denmark are of
no cultural importance, whereas if
he is engaged in producing cotton
oloth in the school, the knowledge
obtained by learning commerocial
geography or cotton, is of greater im-
portance and consequence to him.

. Our Universities should so
{ashion their educational system as
to foster production in the land.
Merely producing graduates in

s

abstract subjects and throwing them
in the vast world to sink or swim is
fraught with evil consequences to
the nation. Most people in this
world have to work and add to the
pnationsl income. The number of
people who have to become votaries
of abstract subjects should be only a
few. Let our universities therefore
afford opportunities to most of their
students to become proficient in
production subjects and help the
nation in objectifying the slogan
‘““High living and high thinking *.
Every college gets affiliation ia arts
and abstract subjeots, because
equipment is simple. Why should
we not arrange courses in subjeots:
like watch making, manufacture of
electrical goods, production  of
sanitary fittings, glass technology,
ship-building -~ eto.,, where highest:
scientific knowledge will be ‘utilised 2
Do not these courses lead to intellee-
tual development as well ¥

The students should be encour”
aged to earn while learning and
thus upgrade their living conditions,
During term time as well as in vaca-
tions every opportunity should be
created for them to earn and relieve
the financial burden on their parents,
Also our institutions of higher learn.
ing should adopt the motto “ Learn-
ing while earning ” and afford faoili-
ties to their alumni to upgrade their
qualifications by taking up courses
outside their working hours and thus
enhance their efficiency and henoe
their earning capacity. Every indi
vidual should adopt the slogan HIGH
LIVING AND HIGH THINKING
and thus increase our national effici:
ency in this competitive world.

et



SOCIAL EDUCATION

Shri A. R. DESHPANDE, B.A. (Hons.), LL.B.

1. Introductory

RIOR to the introduction of the

Social Tducation Scheme in the

Central Provinces and Berar,
Adult Education, as it was then
understood, was confined to 31 adult
olasses which were attached to Dis-
trict Council Schools. Each adult class
used to get an anuual Government
grant of Rs, 40 of which Rs. 35 were
paid to the teacher as remuneration
and the balance of Rs. 5 was to be
spent on contingencies. There was
no prescribed syllabus and the teach-
ing was confined to instruction of a
formal nature confined to reading
and writing and some geperal know-
ledge. For the further education of
the adults, an effort was made to
establish village public and circulating
libraries, but the number did not rise
to more than 135. There were no
properly organised social services.
However, groups of students from
high schools and colleges were under-
taking social services in the neigh-
bourhood of their institutions.

2. From Adult Education to
Social Education

The pace of development was
slow. After Independence, there was
a new urge. As Hon’ble Pandit D. P.
Mishra put it, “ Every ignorant and
flliterate person was a danger in a
dynamic and democratic society.”
Large scale measures were, therefore
pecessary to combat illiteracy within
& reasonable time. A scheme of
Social Education was then prepared
as an "important part of the pro-
gramme of Post-War-Reconstruction.
The old concept of Adult Education
- was enlarged into Social Eduoation.
As & matter of faot, it had by that

time become evident to all educatio*
nists that adult education was in-
complete without education for eiti-
zenship, enlightenment and good
living. This fuller- concept of Adult
Education, which meant training mem
to live usefully and cffoctively in a
good State, was in substance educa-
tion for democracy, and deserved the
name “Social ¥ducation.”

3. Objectives

Social education properly con-
ceived has two important aspects,
viz.,,—

(i) Education for citizenship or
social education.

(i) Education for enlightenment
and living.

The objectives of social education
may be stated thus:—

(a) to acquaint the people with
the overchanging currents in the social,
economic and political life, and to
instil in them a faith in themselves
and in the future of the country ;

(b) to inspire them to take a living
interest in the affairs of the State and
its programme of development, and
in the many problems of soocial recon-
struction,

(¢) to make them understand the

significance of the period of trantition
and its dangers, and to train them to
organise and to combat anti-soocial
activities ;
_ (d) to teach them to live happily
in peace with other neighbours, and
to unite against elements which tend
to disintegrate social life ;

(e) to educate them to live healthy'

life; to keep homes and surrounds :

et
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ings clean, and to make social life
useful and enjoyable ;

(f) to train them to organise the
economic and social life on a co-ope-
rative basis and to instil in them in a
practical way their responsibilities for
social and national security ; and

(g) to organise compaigns to era-
dicate illiteracy among the masses,
as expeditiously, as possible.

4, Organisation and
Administration

(a) It is not possible to state here
all the details of the social education
scheme launched by Government of
Central Provinces and Berar. Copies
of the scheme can be secured from
the Director of Public Instruction,
Central Provinces and Berar, Nagpur.
The Hon’ble Minister for development
is in charge of Social lducation, but
the administration and implementa-
tion of the scheme is entrusted to the
Education Department.

(b) There is a Provincial Advi-
sory Board of Social Education. It
has to advise Government on all
matters of Planping and campaigning
of Social Education. This is called
the Direction Centre. There are two
permanent expert committees, one
for “Education for Citizenship”, and
another for “ Education for Enlighten-
ment >, These committees advise the
Provincial Board in matters relating
to general policy, and the Education
Department in matters of ite imple-
mentation. They are styled as the
Nerve Centre. The administrative
centre consists of two sections; one
devoted to general administrative
problems concerned with the pro-
gramme of education and creation

 end provision of materials necessary

for it, and the other deals with matters
relating to educational publicity,
ropaganda, oral and visual education,
he creative centre oconsists of a

- seotion for production of literature

and an art and statistical seotion,
In due course, a section for production
of films, will be established wunder
the oreative centre.

(6) There are three executive
centres viz.,, the Provincial, the
Divisional and the District Centres.
The Provincial Centre will have four
mobijle units each in oharge of a
trained Ifield worker. The Field
Workers have been appointed and
one mobile unit has been supplied
to them. Three more units will be
supplied to them in due course. The
mobile unit has a bus fitted with a
projector, a generator, an epidia-
soope, public address system, ete..
It ia being sent for operation in the
field in the areas where it is most
needed. The Divisional Centres at.
the four Divisional Headquarters
are to be in charge of Divisional
Organisers. These have not yes
been appointed, and action is under
consideration. Each Divisional Cen«
tre will establish community homes
for oulture, run ocirculating libraries,
open museums and art galleries for
Social Education. Such Divisional

Centres will also form dramatie
clubs, Bhajan and Kirtan Mandals

and organise sports and other types
of recreational activities of eduocas
tive value,

(d) The District Centres are the .
backbone of the Social Education | -

Soheme in as much as they are

actually carrying out the programme. -

evolved at the Provincial Cantre.
The Central Provinces and Berap

are divided into 8 divisions for the
purpose of educational administra- -.;
tion. Each division is under the

charge of a Divisional Superinten-
dent of Education who in addition to

his normal duties also supervises the
Social Education work in his divi-

gion.

(2]

(ii) Eaoh Distriot is in oharge of .
a District Inspeotor of S«hor»l:rg:&t ;
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is assisted by 5 to 7 Assistant Dis-
trict Inspectors according to the
requirement of his district. With
the addition of Social Education
work the District Inspectorate has
been strengthened by adding one
Additional District Inspector of
Schools and two Assistant District
Inspectors of Schools to each district.
Though the Additional District In-
gpector of Schools is maialy in
charge of carrying out Social Edu-
cation work in his district, the whole
inspectorate of the district works as
one unit, and is as such, responsible
for the progress and success of the
scheme. The additional strength
givea to the district Inspectorate
consists of 22 Additional District
Inspectors of Schouls and <4 Assis-
tant District Imspectors of Schools.
Each distriot is to be provided with
onefbus fitted with projectors, epidia-
scopes and other instruments of audio
visual education.

5. Launching of the Scheme

(i) The scheme was launched in
the early part of this year by consti-
tuting the Provincial Advicory Board
and the Committees for education for
enlightenment and for citizenship.
These committees met in February
1948, and examined the scheme of
Social Education, and approved a
syllabus for the first stage of Social
Education. The recommendations of
the committees were then placed be-
fore the Provincial Advisory Board,
which met in March 1948.

(ii) Amongst the many important
recommendations made by these com-
mittees, only a few can be recorded
here. They are :

"« (a) that for the purpose of the
scheme a person between the ages of
14 to 40 whose educational qualifica-
tions were not equal to the Primary
Certificate IKxamination standard,
- was to beregarded as an illiterate ;

(b) that it was advisable to con-
script teachers, students and Govern-
ment sarvant: for the work of Social
Education;

(¢) that it was necessary to
organise voluntary agencies; and

(d) that it was very necessary to
produce literature for adults.

6. Start of the Campaign

In consultation with the two
expert committees, it was decided to
take advantage of the summer vaca-
tion of 1948 by making a plan for
organising summer camps of volun-
teers at three or four villages in each
of the 98 tahsils comprised within the
22 districts of Central Provinces and
Berar. An appeal to teachers and
students of educational iustitutions,
to mobilise for war against ignorance
and to make the country safe through
education, was issued by the Hon’ble
Pandit Mishra. In response to his
appeal, 13,228 vulunteers offered their
services. Of this number, 7,377
volunteers inocluding 1,901 women
were utilized for 451 ocamps opened
throughout the province.

7. Location of the camps

'These camps were organized at
22 district headquarter towns, T4
tahsil towns and 355 selected villages,
The travelling expenses of the volun-
teers to the respective camps and the
expenses of their board and lodging,
were borne by Government. Every
volunteer was given third class
railway fare, or actual bus fare. Arran-
gements for lodging were made in
sohool buildings. A common mess
was opened for the volunteersinevery
camp. The estimate of expenses per
volunteer for mess was Rs. 1-8-0 per
day.

8. Training of Volunteers

As the camps were to start on
1--5-—-1948, when 1,ahe summer vaocar

"' trained
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tion of schools and ocolleges began,
there was hardly any time for
organising regular traininy courses
for such large numbers of volunteers.
A “ Guide to Summer Camps ”, and
s pamphlet styled “How to treat
and teach adult illiterates® was,
however prepared. These provided
elementary instructions for social
education work in the villages.
Thesge were supplemented by further
training in camps. A group of 10 to
16 volunteers was sent to each oamp.
They worked under the direction of
an organiser, who was an experi-
enced, fully trained teacher.

The organiser was to conduot
seminars every day to plan for the
day’s work, and to impart training
on the spot for its efficient execution.
Every group of volunteers also inclu-
ded some teacher-students of the
Normal Schools, the Diploma Train-
ing Institutes and the Training
College. With their help, an un-
student-volunteer  could
equip himself with the technique
necessary for imparting social edu-
cation to the adult illiteratea.

9. Duration of the Camps

The camps lasted for 5 to 6
weeks i. e, till middle of June 1948,
As the monsoon started in the first
week of June, it was not possible
fo plan camps of longer duration

10. Attendnce of Adults,
() The District Inspector of

., .Bchools and his assistants had, with

the help of the leading persons in the
villages, formed Social Education
Committees, in the villages where
camps were proposed to be opened.
The volunteers also took Prabhat
Pheries in the villages, There was an
enthusiastic response from the
villagers. The adults attending the
classes had to be arranged in separate
groups. There was the group of adults
who had attended school in their

childhood for one or two years and
had then left it. They had by that
time almost relapsed into illiteracy.
There was another group, who had
just a rudimentary knowledge of
alphabet but knew nothing more, and
there was the group of completely
illiterate and ignorant persons. These
groups had to be tackled in different
ways. The persons who could read
and write a little were grouped for
intensive and quick work. Those who
were completely illiterate had to be
taken up slowly iu a separate olass.

(b) In the 451 places where camps
functioning, 4,838 classes, of whioch
1,673 were for women adults, were
conducted. The total enrolment of
adult illiterates in these oclasses was
1,17,063 (78,476 men and 38,5687
women).

11. Intensive work

As the volunteers camped in the
villages chosen, they could do intensive
work. Groups of adult illiterates
could be followed outside the regular
class hours also. Some volunteers went
from house to house to teach the adults.
For the women adult illiterates, the
women volunteers had to hold olasses
in the noon, as they were reluctant
to come to the regular night class in
the school compound.

12, Adult Education Certificate
Examination

It was largely due to the intensive
efforts of the volunteers that 61,048
men and 25,356 women offered them-
selves for the examination held at the
olose of the camps. These examina-
tions were conducted by Distriet
Inspectors, and their Assistants and
by Headmasters of High Sohools
The results showed that 41,274 men
and 20,924 women were successful
at the examination, '

13. Expenditure

The expenditure incurred on

these camps was Rs. 3,24,542/-. Major
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items of expenditure were mess
charges, lighting, kerosene, books,
slates, travelling allowance and
contingencics,

14. Follow-up work for those
who passed the examination

With a view to prevent the adult
illiterates who had passed the exami-
nation, from relapsing into illiteracy,
and in order to keep the ideas im-
parted by social education alive in
their minds, a programme of foliow-up
work was chalked out. Organizers
of each camp explained the follow up
work to the social education committen
of the village. The literate amongst
the villagers were to write wall news
and to conduct reading clubs. Every
adult was expected to write at least
one post card a month., At tho time
of festivals, bhajan, kirtans and
sports were to be arranged to koop
the group together, and to keep their
interest alive in the education
acquired by them. Reports indicate
that such follow-up work is not being
neglected in tho villages where camps
were opened.

15. Continuation and Expansion
plan

(a) The original scheme was out-
lined with caution with the apprehen-
sion that there might not be good
responee from adult illiterates. The
experience of the summer camps,
however, showed that there wus a big
response from adult illiterates, both
men and women. The tide of enthu-
siasm had to be immediately harness-

ed. It was, therefore, decided to
inorease the departmental activities
for the spread of social education.
A year of departmental aotivties
was divided into three periods as
under :—

(1) Monsoon course—From 1st
July to 30th November.

. () Winter course — From 1st
'Pecember to 30th April.
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(3) Summer course—From lst

May to 18th June.

(b) Those who failed to pass the
examination at the eclose of the
summer camps, in 1948, wero admi-
tted to the monsyon course. The
monsoon courses could not, however,
be conducted at all places, as the
sanction for the additional funds
came late. On the Dashara Day,
however, 3500 mnionsoou course
classes wero opeaed. 'The alten-
dance of adult illiteratos at these
monsoon classes is near about 60,000.
Figures have not yet been compiled
and may perhaps roveal a larger
attendance, 'U'he examinations were
held in the first fortnight of De-
cember. Reports of the examinations
are reaching, and will soon be
comptled.

16. The Winter Course

The target for the winter course

is to open social education oclasses -

at each of the 5,000 villages where
there aro schools of some sort.
Under the expansion plan, remunera-
tion of Iis. 6/~ p. m. for each of the two
full term courses of five months, and
reward of Res. ./-per male and Rs.
b/-per female illiterate who passes
the examination, is to 'be given to
every teacher who conducts a class
of 10 adult illiterates with an average
attendance of 15, There are 15,000
teacheis in Coniral Province an

Berar. Ty is expected that a majo-
rity of them will undertake the work.
Sufficient finances have now been
provided for this purpose.

17, Proposals for work in future
years

_ Afive year plan for the aboli
tion of illiteracy is under the conside~
ration of Government, Amongsé
other things, this plan provides for
the establishment of ciroulating
libraries for follow-up of social edu-
cation work at each village having %
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sohool. A plan for these libraries
has already been submitted to Govern-
ment. It includes provision of
grants to existing libraries for open-
ing reading rooms for the adults who
have received social education.

I8. Radios for Rural Areas

Government have sanctioned the
purchase of 1,000 radios for being
allotted to villages. Arrangements
for their purchase are nearly com-
plete, and by the beginning of the
year 1919, these will be installed in
villages. A committee of experts has
drawn up a plan for the maintenance
and servicing of these radios. Arrange-
ments for broad-casts suited for rural
areas are to be made in consultation
with All India Radio, Nagpur.

19. Production of Literature

(i) The section for production of
literature has begun publishing a fort-
nightly journal named ¢ Prakash”
from the 2nd October 1948. It is

- issued in Hindi and Marathi, the two

languages of the province. The section
is planning publication of booklets for
social education, and they will become
available within & couple of months,

(ii) In response to the appeal to
literary societies and literary men and
women of the country issued by the
Hon’ble Pandit D. P. Mishra, calling
upon them to produce literature for
Soocial Education, several books and
pamphlets have been received for
consideration. The section for pro-
duction of literature has sorutinised
these pamphlets and has recommen-
ded for publication and patronage
snch of them as were found suitable.

20, Art, Publicity and Statistics
! Sections
The Chief Artist and the Assist-
ant Artist prepare illustration for the
fortnightly magazine ‘Prakash’ and
for the pamphlets. They have also
produced several posters for propa-

i

ganda, The Publicity Section pro-
vided many news items and kept in
touch with the press and publie
opinion, The Statistician who has
been recently appointed is preparing
pamphlets and bulletins on statistical
information about the work of Social
Education,

21. Supply of Material

Securing of supplies of slates,
books, lamps and kerosene-oil for the
adult olassesis still presenting diffi-
culties. Supply of kerosene has now
been arranged by obtaining an inde-
pendent quota for social education
classes. Arrangements have also been
made to meet the demand of slates
by placing orders with the big manu-
facturers.

22, Audio-Visual Education

The scheme contemplates provie
ding a specially built motor van for
each district. This van is to be fitted
with a 16mm. projector, an epidiascope,
a gramophone, a radio, a film strip
projector and a ocomplete publio
address system. 20 chassis have
already been purchased and a pilot
model has been constructed. Each
district is expected to get its van
within the next 3 months. Production
of films has not, however, been taken
up. Tt is proposed to meet the initial
requirements by purchasing such edu-
cational films as are available.

- 23, Expansion of Agencies

Hardly nine months have elapsed
since the scheme of social education
was started in Central Provinoes and .
Berar. 1t is too early yet, to assess
its results. The first year’s activities:
were more in the direction of setting.
up the administrative maochinerys’
Framing rules and instructions, provis
ding ochecks and controls and training
of the personnel took ocongiderable-
time. A training courge for . the
-administrative officers was recently



294 EDUCATIONAL INDIA

held at Nagpur. The Distriot
Inspectors of Schools and the Addi-
tional District Inspectors of Schools,
are now holding training courses for
their subordinate staff and for the
social education workers. In addition
to the part time workers, who are
given remuneration of Rs. &/~ p. m.,
Government have also sanctioned pay-
ment of Rs, 10/- p. m. as bonorsrium
to 1,000 teachers in Panchayat towns
who will undertake the work of edu-

cation for citizenship. Such teachers

have now begun work. Government
have also sanctioned employment
of 1,000 whole time social education
workers, on a salary of Rs. 30/- plus
Rs. 28/- Compensatory Cost of Living
Allowance per month for work in the
villages. These are yet to be selected

and appointed. The work will go

ahead with greater speed with their
help,

WA}}S})};b presentedl to tho Sixth All-India
Adult Education Conferonce, at Mysore
on 30th Decembor, 19{8

Limitations of Visual Aids in Education
Dr. KANTI VYAS

OTH the Central and the Provin-
cial Governments have started
intense drive towards introduec-
tion of visual aid implements in educa-
¢ion. Exhibitions showing aids to
visual education are being held in
different parts of India mainly in
towns and cities. It is no doubt very
necessary that all possible ways and
means of making education interesting
and living or real should be employed.
Now that India’is free and faced with
enormous problem of educating its
millions of illiterate would necessarily
tempt us to go in for employing
quickest and the cheapest ways of
spreading education. But in this wild
enthusiasm of solving the problem of
mass ignorance, it would be s great
disappointment and ocalamity, if one
is carried away only by glittering
methods and means without bearin
in mind the Idea)l. That ideal of edu-
cation has been laid before us by the
Father of our Nation—Gandhiji in
the form of Basic Education in its
- hwoadest sense,
" The Western-system of education
-has been made soientific in all possible
ways. It takes help of all the

mechabical visual aide to educa-
tion in forms of charts, diagrams,
lanternslides, cinema, pictures, epidio-
scope etc, to impart knowledge. It
has also to some extent tried to solve

the principle of co-ordinating bead

and hand by way of vocational educa~
tion. The creative joy through such
education has been to some extent
present in the education of the West.
And in spite of making the eduoation
perfect by all possible scientific and
mechanical means, the West has not
been successful in developing the finer
eide of human life, The contribution
of the Basic Education over all other
systems of education lies in this thab
it makes serious effort towards de<
veloping human emotions along with
the training of head and hand. Should
not this new experiment, and ideal
in education be tried with all
sincerity and enthusiasm  with-
out loosing ourselves in maze of
couflicting educational ideals and its
means? 1t is upto us to invent,

improve and think out what visual

aids could be had for promoting Baaié *

Education. Naturally ‘ Basio Edu@é

tion’ would be a failure if tried with.

~ animals. But this

~geography?. This could be easily
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mechanical visual aids or methods
prevelent in the present system of
_education. It is an educational ideal
) leading towards living a better life;
paturally would need ‘living visual
L(‘bids.’
 The ideal of Basic Education is
to introduce the child to the life of
the world shrough its familiar environ-
ments. The child is simple and has
imited capacities. Itis therefore very
Jecessary that the ohild should not be
all of a sudden thrown into the com-
plex world. if the child is loaded
with many and varied information,
jt would feel bewildered. The
fundamental problem of educating the
child under the system of Basic Edu-
cation is to lead him gradually from
his familiar and simple environment
to other complexities of life and the
wider world.

How far then should an educa-
tivniss take help of mechanical visual
aid in implementing the ideal of Basic
Education? According to the ideal of
Basic Education as stated above, the
first course of studies for the child
would be to know its environments,
The child studies the plants, trees,
animals eto,. that grow and live
around bim in his village. To the
teacher and the child it would be
absurd to take help of mechanioal aid
in the form of picture of an animal or
a plant of the place. The teacher and
the child would do better by going
round and studying the living ‘ visual
aids’ in the form of living plants and
only makes
aware anf conscious

14

the child

~ of the mnature around him. The

ideal of Basic Education does not
" atop merely knowing the surround.
ing environments. It aims at deve-
- loping olcser contact and love for the
nature around him. How ocould the

! .child be made intimately friendiy

‘with the natural flora and fauna of its

e
= S .

possible in a village or in a resideatial
school. A ohild could be given a
small vessel on a plot of ground to
grow in it a flower plant or a ocorn.
It would be interesting and surprising
to find with what great amount of
interest the child takes in observing
the growth of the plant given to
him. The teacher would find the
child observing the growth of the
plant hour by hour, feeding it regu-
larly and taking most tender oare.
The child develops intimaocy and love
for the plant. It would worry and
feel anxious if anything wrong would
happen to the plant., The child
would ceaselessly talk about its plant
and would observe the minutest
detail regarding its growth. The
teacher has merely to make the child
understand who comes rushing
towards him to report. Thus the
education in this manner serves
the purpose of imparting knowledge,
at the same time develops in the
child certain finer human emotions
of intimate contact, love and sense
of responsibility—the human traits -
which it had been so very diffioult
for the teachers to teach.

Therefore, the mechanical visual
aids in forms of charts, maps, dia-
grams, films ete., in themselves would
not help to educate the child except
by way of imparting certain informa.
tion or facts. The lack of intimate: .
contact with the environment in the . °
educational system has
wanting in developing human emo-~
tione in the ohild or man. Thig :
knowing too-much about everything;
without the slightest personal contact
has destroyed our sensiki
feeling. How ma,
enced a sense of/Al
after reading the
of thousands
the war?}

Onbwspapers - dari
m]

‘statistionl
for us. Biit gyca

proved " -
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intimate contact with his neighbours
and enviornment would react more
sensitively towards calamities in
other parts of the world. 1t is there-
fore very necessary for us to make
use of ‘Living visual aids’ and
mechanical visual aids without mak-
ing the education lifeless, machine
like. The advanced and progressive
countries of the West do possess all
the necessary equipment with regard
to mechanical visual aids to educa-
tion. Yet they have miserably
failed to produce finer human quali-
ties in man; let us not therefore
imitate the mechanical visual aids
to education as practised in the
West. Let us with balanced sense
evaluate its relative value and im-
portance in the plan of our Basic
Education. It would be a mistake

if mechanical visual aid is given more
than necessary importance.

In conclusion it is necessary to
bear in wmind the cowmplexities of
modern  life. Modern man has
made enormous progress in various
directions. All aspects of life could
never be illustrated. He is living
more and more in the world of
abstract ideas or ideals. It would
therefore not be very helpful to
present before the child the photo-
graphic way of life of the world. He
should also be given training to
wrestle with imagination and abstract
ideas or ideals. He should also be
drawn out of the matter cof fact life
of materialism or led into higher
life of ideals for the benefit of
humanity.

DRAMA IN EDUCATION

V. S. MATHUR

Central Institute of Education, Delhi,

HE value of drama in education
now stands clear of all doubts.
Drams provides a good use of

leisure and a pleasanter way of learn-
ing many traits of future value.
Dramatization is even advocated as
& successful device for teaching lite-
rature, history and geography. It is,
therefore, but right that producers of
plays in educational institutions have
clear notions not only about the teack-
nical details of acting and prcdue-
tion, but also of what good acting and
production involve. We as teachers,
should also be able to answer any
objections to this form of relaxation—

.more so in an orthodox community

like ours’ where acting and npearly all
manifestations of drama are still
aseociated with immorality, corruption
and erime. .

whl e

1f we closely observe ‘Life’ acting ,
will always come up as'a favourite form
of play-—the little girl acts as a mother
to her dolls: the little boy uses his bow
and arrows like a Rajput warrior ..,
Their acting is full of ‘ sincere absorp-
tion’ and has no trace of self-con-
scieousness which is always a stumb-
ing-block in adult life. Good acting
knows no shyness ; and every ochild if
properly handled, is a good *actor’.

Good direction and also good acting

arouse such an interest in the scene
iteelf that morbid awareness of one’s
own appearance and deficiencies ' is
swept away clean by the interest thus
created. Then there is the consoling

feeling that others are also in the

same “ boat of difficulties ” and this
is really a great moral support for the-

actor. A sense of team-work is yet
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another important factor involved—a
quality which !s so helpful in normal
life. But above all, acting creates
self-control and self confidence-friends
that always see a man through
without disaster.

It is often opined that acting may
create in our students coneeit, frivo-
lity, insincerity and the like, Such a
feeling is due more to prejudice and
is possiblv a reiic of a puritaa attitude
to all ferms of art. It is partly the
result of a common adverse attitude
to the professional acting during the
New Alfred days and during tho
earlier vears of the films when the
cast usually consisted of  cheap
dancing girls and illiterate ‘he-man’
who couid not find a better way of
living. But 1f we coolly poender
over for a while, we will see that
this condemnation is directed more
towards the particular individuals
rather than towards aocting as such.
Today acting has positive merits
and all objections can easily answer
themselves., Teachers  need not
worry on this score. We are well-
equipped for facing this orthodox
and shallow criticism from the
puarents of our young actors.

A fairly good performance essen-
tially requires sincerity—may be of
a different nature—both on the part
of the producer and the ocast. A
good actor strives to understand not
only the sense of what he has to say,
but also how the ‘Original actor,’
must have come to say that. With-
out this he cannot carry any convio-
tion in his rendering of that part.
The task of an actor is not an easy
one. He has to, or at least he must
try to, make the audience feel the
emotions of pity and terror and
joy exactly as if the events portrayed
wers actually taking place before them.
It is, therefore, olear that, properly un-
derstood and adequately undertaken,

training in drama may widen one’s
imaginative sympathy with different
types of persons, in a number of situa-
tions, 8o much g0 that it becomes one
of the most important educational
and humanising instruments. A
different world would have been ours-
and, of course, a better world-had
people been taught to put themselves
in ‘other people’s shoes’. The chief
reason behind wars is that we do not
understand the other persons’s point
of view; all this savagery beoause we
are bad aoctors.

The above are the most important
merits; there are, however, many
mors. Iew of us use onr voice well,
and speech is perhaps the most impor.
tant human requisite. It is always &
pleasure to listen to a good voice or
to have a good voice, but not many
of us realise its importance. It ma
not be very wrong to say that only
very few of us ‘know what is a good
voice. PPut briefly, a good voice should
be both ‘musical’ and audible and
should convey the message to the
listner-withcut any effort on his part.
For an actor & good voice is the firgt
requisite and his training is largely g
training in how to speak well. Praotice
and self criticism are so useful aids to
improved speech.

‘ Deportment * is another problem
of importance. Grace in physical
carriage and movement is a laudable
quality. This requires a sufficient
control of the body, a quality that
every actor must possess to an appre-
oiablo degres. The actor is conscious
of being looked at and, naturally, he
pays some attention to his outward
appearance and oarriage. A student
who takes part in two or three plays
automatically gets into the habit of
carrying his body well. But a word
of ocaution ia needed at this stage, It
is the duty of the direotor to see that
aoting does not lead to an exaggera~
tion of these ordinary requistes,
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Success at a play like the success
at a hockey match, is the result of good
team work and no oue individual can
or should claim the entire praise.
This is a fact that requires good
hemmering intc the minds of our
amateur players. If this spirit is not
present in adequate measure, the res-
ponsibility neatly lies with the pro-
ducer. The vital importance of team
work in actual life cannot be denied
or even doubted and a good amateur-
producer can certainly help students
in this direction.

Now the question arises: Does
acting also give any pleasure or is it
like a quinine-pill, useful but bitter?
I did not have to think much to find
an answer. For the last five pre-
partition years I have been watching
the excellent performances at Govern-
ment College, Lahore. No force or
compulsion was ever used to enrol
players. In fact, the number of can-
didates (including girls) was usually
far more than the actual require-
ments. Boys and girls are only too
anxious to seize such an opportunity.
Their zeal during rehearasls, the
punctuality they observed in turning
up, the efforts they put in to assem-
ble the stage, were sure signs of
their great interest and the pleasure
they derived from this useful pastime,
Aund when I see that aoting, besides
being a good pastime, has definite
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merits of permanent educational
value [ hasten to advooate its general
inclusion as a regular item in the

activities of our educational insti-
tutions.

The conservative in our society
has an erronecus belief that every-
thing our young poeple enjoy doing
must be a waste of time. He por-
haps is still living in the days
gone by when all medicines had to be
nasty to be goad. Here [ may add
for his information thut the latest
theory is that pleasure adds enor-
mously to our power of concentra-
tion., A lesson enjoyed  during
learning is hard to forget. Our
routine class-lessons could be made
thoroughly enjoyable if suitable doses
of drama are introduced,

Much more could be ciaimed for
acting, in fact for all dramatie work,
but surely what has been said above
may make many pause and ask

themselves: Isit then that drama

is not so bad as we think a question
that I asked myself not many years
ago, because formally I myself looked
down vpon acting and drama as
belonging to the lower rung of our
social order. But today I am con-
vinced that drama is a useful and
educative activity and it must
occupy a respectable place in our
educational system.

o e sy

Educational Needs of Refugees

A resolution expressing deep sympathy with the misfortunes of dis.
placed persons who have lost their homes and occupations af a result of the
partition of the country was adopted by the interim Indian National Commis-
sion for cooperation with UNESCO at its second plenary session hold in the

Council of State Chamber,

Council House,

New Delhi on April 10

ander the Presidentship of the Hon’ble Maulana Abul Kalam Azad. The Com.-

mission decided that through the
tions and individuals the cducation

gency of Government, voluntary organisa-
al and cultural needs of displaced persons

should be surveyed with a view to rendering adequate assistance in the task

of rehabilitation,

EDITORIALS : 201

NOTICE

Owing to some unavoidable circum-
stances, we regret we were not able to
issue the April number as usual on Ist
April. However, we are issuing this
a8 a Double number for April-May,
instead of the usual number for May-
June. A separate number for June
will appear on 1st June 1949.

— Managing Editor,

Address all Subseriptions and busi-
ness communications to :—
The Manager,
¢« KDUOATIONAL INDIA,” OFFICE,

MSULIPATAM, April & May, 1949

Y

Down the Abyss

HE news about the leakage
of papers set for the exami-
nations to be held in March

and the consequent postpone-
ment of several of the examina-
tions reveal to what depths the
morale of the people has fallen in
the sphere of education. It is
not merely of the morale of the
pupils that is in question but
also that of their parents who do
'vnot seem to have any scruples
' whatever in financing their
children in their resort to these
malpractices. It also reveals
the incompetency and negligence
of those who are in authority and
whose duty and responsibility it
is to keep the question-papers in
careful custody and maintain

- the purity of examinations.

THE leakage has not been con-

fined to one part of the coun.
try or to one set of examinations.
Question papers set for the
Honors examination and the
Intermediate examination of the
Madras University have leaked
out. There has been a leakage
of question papers for the High
School and Intermediate exami-
nation in the United Provinces.
Printed copies of the papers are
reported to have been widely
sold and it is also reported that
prices up to Rs, 50 were paid by
students for advance copies and
in some cases the price went up
to even Rs. 500. At Bareilly and
Moradabad cyclostyle copies not
merely of questions but also of
answers were sold., Leakages
occured in Poona. In Nasik,
questions were found written on
a wall at a prominent place in
the city. The negligence of the
authorities is found not only in
their failure to prevent leak.
ages like these but also in their
carelessness in other directions,
At Ahemadabad the question

paper in French could not be got -

into the examination hall in time
and.as a remedy it is proposed
to give some concessions to the
examinees.
was caused by the misplacement
of several question papers and it
is said that the papers in Mara.-
thi were not issued at all, At
Burdwan loud speakers perched
in hide abouts near the Univers
sity examination hall gave out

answers to students within the.

At Bijapur delay-

hall — question-papers having -

been * smuggled out *’ soon after ':;
they were distributed among the

s
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students and police assistance
had to be sought for plugging
out the loud speakers.

THIS is a long and sorry tale.
It becomes all the more sad
in view of the fact that in some
of the places the leakage has
become an annual affair showing
that the educational authorities
continue to be lax in discharging
their duties.

THE immediate outcome of

these leakages is the post-
ponement of examinations. In a
country where preparation for
examination involves so much of
* @ strain such postponement can-
not but add to the strain and
the inconvenience that the exa-
minees have to undergo. In
many cases it involves them in
additional expense. Tt also leads
to considerable delay in the
announcement of examination
results and deprives many of the
chances of applying in time for
seats in professional and other
institutions. It will not be in-
appropriate if some of the stu-
dents adversely affected by such
postponement sue the authori-
.ties concerned for damages. This
may have some effect on the
" authorities becoming more alive
to their responsibilities.

) THERE is nothing like a true

educational atmosphere in
the educational institutions to-
day, It is not for the sake of
real education that young men
~ and women attend school, col-
 leges and Universities. It is
_-more for the purpose of getting a
- oertificate of having passed
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some examination—no matter
by what means they get it. An
exaggerated valuc has come t0
be placed on such certificates.
They have a large market 1D
private and public services an

in social life. Apart from this
it is on a mass scale that examl®
nations are now conducted an

this naturally creates facilities

and opportunities for all sorts of

dubious ways of passing them.
The problem however has now
reached serious dimensions an

it is high time that educationd

authorities talk lessof ideals an

take more effective action 10
removing scandals like these.
The Education Minister in the
United provinces has appoinb_ed'
a five-man committee to enquiré
into these scandals and suggest
appropriate action.
that the committee will submib
a full and frank report on the
question. If the country comes
to be governed in future bY
young men who secure succesd
at the examinations by dubiou®
methods like these, it will be &
sad day for the millions of people
who will become subject to thelr
rule,

Developments in Hyderabad

THE new political set-up 1
Hyderabad has brought
about developments in cers
tain directions in the field
education also. Some of these
require further examinatioB
before they can be accepted 88
wholesome but there are other
in regard to which there canndf
be any difference of opinioR.

£

It is hoped

-
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N the latter category falls the

decision of the new govern-
ment to introduce Telugu, Mara-
thi and Kannada in the three
linguistic regions of the state as
the media of instruction in lower
secondary schools, instead of
Urdu, as hitherto. Three years
ago the then-government anno-
unced their acceptance of the
principle that the mother-tongue
should be the medium of instruc-
tion in these schools and private
educational institutions were
also given the option of extend-
ing the principle to the higher
secondary stage as well. But
for various reasons—especially
political in character—the prin-
ciple was not implemented.
But now there is every certainty
that it will be given effect to
immediately. It is however
necegsary that the mother
tongue should be made the
medium of instruction through-
out the Secondary Course and
that in this respect there should
be no distinction between pri-
vate schools and government
schools.

DEVELOPMENTS in the field

of women’s education are
also of an encouraging character.
In the past adequate attention
was not paid to this branch.
There were only 29 high schools,
35 middle schools and 1000
primary schools for girls and
only one college for women.
This was too inadequate for a
state where the female popula-
tion amounts to nine millions.
Steps are now being taken to
remedy this defect. Arrange-
ments are made to train annus

ally 50 girl matriculates and
100 girls possessing middle
School certificates as teachers—
each girl receiving a stipend of
Rs 20 per month while under
training. This is only a first step.
Other steps will have to be
taken to start more high Schools
for girls and some more Colleges
for women.

O far as higher education is
concerned it is now proposed
to start more colleges in the
city as well as in the districts.
All along there has been too
much of concentration of facili
ties for higher education in the
capital. The new move is
therefore a healthy one and
satisfies a great need. Steps are
also being taken to strengthen
the staff of Osmania University
by appointing one or two leading
scientists and some visiting pro.
fessors from foreign universities,
The University Teacher’s Asso-
ciation and Students’ Unions
are also being reorganised.

HE decision to substitute

Hindustani for Urdu as the
medium of instruction in Osmae.
nia University, to wuse both
Nagari and Urdu scripts for
writing it and for re-orientation
of the translation bureau in
accordance with this decision
may not receive universal appr.
oval. Controversy is still go-
ing on in northern India on the
subject of Hindustani as dise ..
tinguished from Hindi and.
Urdu. Opinion is divided and.
under these circumstances the -
substitution of Hindustani, -
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appears to be rather hasty.
‘Moreover it is now recognised
that even at the University
‘stage the regional language
should become the medium of
instruction, Urdu or Hindu-
stani is not the regional lan-
guage of Hyderabad. It is the
- Janguage of a small oligarchy
which all along occupied the
position of a ruling class. The
change therefore from Urdu
to Hindustani is not a change
for the better. The same thing
hag to be said for the use of
both the scripts. It is these
aspects that require further
examination.

Educational Policy of the
Madras Government

HE educational policy of the
Madras Government has
come in for a good deal of

criticism during the recent bud-
get discussions. One general
ground of complaint is that the
policy is not 8o much the consi-
dered policy of the cabinet as a
whole as of the minister of edu-
cation and that the minister has
only vague ideas of what has to
be done and that he is rather
hasty in giving effect to his vague
ideas. There is some truth in
this complaint. In the first
place ‘ Basic education’ has be-
come during his regime a sort of
glogan or Manthram. Whatever
it might be as an ideal as con-
oeived by Mahatmaji it has not
in practice differed very much
from the traditional system of
elementary education except for

the fact that in basic schools
spinning, weaving and carpen-
try have been introduced. There
is however an impression that so
much time is spent on spinning
and that boys are being over-
worked. There is also the im-
pression that the purpose of
craft training is forgotten and
that is not properly coordinated
with the general educational
training of the pupils. The
minister has not replied to this
aspect of criticism. A second
point of criticism is that the
reorganised system of secondary
education has been ill-conceived
and worse-executed. There is
much force in this criticism. The
vocational courses that have
been introduced in some schools
do not have any permanent value
especially the secretarial courses.
In the second place new sub-
jects like social studies have
been introduced even before
syllabuses were made ready and
even the syllabuses that have
been finalised are highly unsatis-
factory. Teachers have not had
sufficient time to get them-
selves equipped for the teach-
ing of the new subjects. Text
books are not available. Even
the guide-books which the De-
partment thought of prepar-
ing are not yet ready. A long
list of reference books has been
framed for the guidance of the
teachers of social studies in
Forms I to III but the large
majority of them have no value,
In the case of social studies for
forms IV to VI there is no such

list. Objections raised in
regard to the new syllabus in’
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elementary mathematics have
not been met. It is this haste
more than anything else that
has characterised the action of
the minister of education and
there is therefore utter confusion
in schools to.day. There is
one other point which brings out
the ill considered nature of the
minister’s action. One of the
improvements which he intro-
duced when be entered the
cabinet in 1947 was to establish
a University grants Committee
to scrutinise the applications
for grants made by the several
universities. It did a good deal
of useful work and he himself

acknowledged its utility. But
because it was disliked by the
Vice-chancellors he yielded to
their pressure and abolished the
committee. The result is that
grants are being made today as
a result of political pressure and
not after an objective examina-
tion of the applications. It is
quite possible that the minister
is an enthusiast and an idealist
but he should carry public
opinion and expert opinion with
him if his policy is to bear per-
manent fruit., Otherwise there
is the danger that the moment
ke quits the Cabinet his Schemes
would be scraped.
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MORE MONEY FOR EDUCATION

The sudden deterioration in the
economic conditicn of the country In
the latter half of 1948 necessitated a
revision of the programme and a consi-
derable curtailment of the activities of
the Education Ministry, says a review
published by the Ministry.

Even then, the report adds, the
first financial year after independence
saw a percepitible expansion in the edu-
cation Budget, and the budget for 1949
and 1950 shows maintenance of the
progress which then began,

A Committee with Mr B, G, Kher,
Premier of Bombay, as Chairman, was
appointed to suggest ways and means
of financing basic education, The com-
mittee has suggested that universal

. compulsory basic education should be
introduced within a period of 16 years,
in two five.year and one six year plans.
About 70 per cent of the expenditure
on basic education should be borne by
the provinces and local Governments,
and the remaining 30 per cent by the
Centre,

The Central Advisory Board of
Education approved of this report and
the Ministry of Education has accepted.

CONCESSIONS TO REFUGEE
STUDENTS

The Government of India have
decided upon oertain concessions to
refugee students,

All provincial and State Govern.
ments have been requested to exempt
“from examination fees destitute refugee
" students appearing privately at matri-
. culaticn examinations, provided they
» produce proof that they were reading
- in the 8th olass in a recognized school
. in Pakistan,
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1t has also been decided that sub-
ject to certain conditions, the benefits
of educational loans available to refugee
students should be extended to those
students who have passed examinations
of the East Punjab University by doing
social service instead of appearing in
regular examinations,

INDIAN WOMEN’S VARSITY
EXAMINATION RECOGNISED

The Government of India have
decided, in consultation with the Fede-
ral Public Service Commission to
recognize a pass in the Entrance Exami-
nation of the Sreemathi Nathibai
Damodher Thackersey Indian Women’s
University, Bombay as equivalent
to a pass ian the Matriculation or
an equivalent examination of a reoco.
gnized Indian University or Board for
purposes of appointment to services and
posts under the Government of India.

BANGIYA SAMMELAN RECO-
MMENDATIONS

The Prabasi Bangiya Sahitya
Sammelan, which concluded its 26th
session in New Delhi urged the Govean.
ment of India to hold a counferenee of
provincial eoducation Ministers and
educationists representing various lin-
guistic groups to work out an educa-
tion policy in regard to the medium of
instruction and examination which
may be acceptable to all concerned,

The Sammelan resolved that the
medium of instruction at the university
stage should continue to be English
throughout the Indian Union until such
time as the decision of the Central Go-
vernment on the findings of the Uni
versities Commission in this regard is-
not put into operation. '

When English is rép)aoed an
Indian language as the- metlibuym of
nstruetion at the university stage,
enough time should be given to std
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dents whose mother tongue is a different
language to acquire sufficient mastery
over that particular Indian language.

CO-OPERATION WITH UNESCO

The Government of India have
accepted the recommendations of the
Kher Committee and have invited lead-
ing organisations aud associations work-
ing in the field of education, science
and culture to send representatives to
form a National Commision te cooperate
with UNESCO. Provincial Governments
and States have also been requested to
nominate their representatives,

The main functions of the National
Commission will be firstly, to serve as
a liaison agency between the UNESCO,
and the national bodies and institutions
concerned with and working for the
progress of science, education and
culture, and sccondly, to act in an
advisory capacity to Indian delegates
to the UNESCO General Conference
and Executive Board.,

The Ministry of Education, Gove-
rument of India will provide the seore-
tariat for the Commission. Mr. P. N.
Kirpal, Deputy Secretary, Ministry of
Education, has been appointed secre-
tary.

MADRAS

POST-GRADUATE COURSE
IN ENGINEERING

Post-graduate courses of study in
Civil and Mechanical Engineering, it is
understood, will be introduced in the
Engineering College, Guindy, from the
next goademic year. It is learnt that
the Government have promised to sanc-
-tion the necessary staff and equipment,

The duration of the post-graduate
course in Engineering will be one year.
Those who take the B. B, degree in the
Province can apply for the course,

. A Committee appointed by the
Advisory Board for Technical Education
recommended that post graduate courses
of study in Naval Architecture, Marine
Engineering, Naval Engineering, Higher
Eleotrical Engineering and other sub.

“jéots should be introduced in the various

Engineering Colleges in the province. -
The Board has accepted these recoms.
mendations and will forward them
shortly to the Government for their
consideration in future,

SUPPLEMENTAL 8, 8. L. C.
EXAMINATION

An amendment. to the reviged
scheme for the award of Secondary
School-Leaving Certificates specifies that,
a supplemental examination wil] be
held in September of cach year for the.
benefit of those candidates who are
eligible to appear privately for the
examination.

RECOGNITION OF NEW
SCHOOLS

The Government, it is understood
have decided that the recognition of-
secondary schools to be opened in the.
future need not be made conditional on
their providing at least one bifurcated
course., They are however, of the view
that where there is more than one divi.
sion in Form IV, the mangement might

consider the possibility of opening one - :

or more of the bifurcated courses. This.

would be absolutely voluntary, not

compulsory.

o p——

BOMBAY

MEDICAL INSPECTION OF
CHILDREN IN BOMBAY
SCHOOLS

The Governmerit of Bombay hag
sanctioned the oreation of a Schoo]
Health Service to undertake mediocal
inspection of pupils in primary and
secondary schools in the provinge, - '

A sum of Rs. °,00,000 had been '
provided in the budget towards the out.
lay of the scheme and a Chief Medioal
Officer had also been appointed o
expedite its working,

PRIMARY SCHOOL BUILDINGS ."

The Government of Bombay 'have:
relaxed the specifications for the ocom.'
struction of new primary school build.
ings and have suggested to Distriﬁ'g!“
School Boards that economy should 'lig
enforced in all constructions, says: g
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press note, Full use of Jocal contribu-
tions should be made and the respon-
sibility for repairs in the first ten years
should rest on the people of the village,
it adds.

PRIVATE TUITION

Heads of non-Government secon-
dary schools will, in future, not be
allowed to give any private tuition and
.other teachers will be able to give such
tuition only for two hours a day,
engaging five pupils during that period.

Theso decisions were taken by the
Government of Bombay on the recom-
mendation of the Secondary Schools
Committee (Ghat-Parulekar Commi-
ttee). The Government have directed
that the schools themselves should try
to provide extra tuition for the benefit
of backward pupils. ]

Teachers must obtain previous per-
mission of the headmaster before under-
taking any tuition, They should give
the necessary information to the head-
master, who should keep a register of
the tuition work done by all members
of the staff showing the names of the
pupils, the standards in which they are
studying and the remuneration for cach
tuition. This register should be signed
by the teachers concerned and the
headmaster should furnish copies of the
register every month to the Educational
Inspector of the Division. The register
should be open to inspection by the
inspecting Officer.

TEACHERS’ PAY SCALES

The Government of Bombay have
extended the benefits of the recently
revised scales of pay and allowances to
primary school teachers in the employ
" of local authorities whose services ter-
minated in 1947, says the Director of
Publicity, Bombay.

" The revised scales were sanctioned
" in Maroh 1948, with retrospective effect
- from January 1, 1947. Teachers who
“ ¥ere in service on January 1, 1948,
- 4will not, however, be allowed this con-
- gepsion in respect of any broken period
: Prior to that date.

ORISSA

ORISSA’S FIVE.-YEAR ADULT
EDUCATION PROGRAMME

The Education Minister of Orissa,
Pandit Lingaraj Misra, replying to the
debate on a cut.motion in the provin-
cial Assembly on 2{th March revealed
that the Government of India had
given a grant of Rs 3,63.000 for adult
education, with the condition that the
provincial Government should spend an
equal amount for the purpose,

He also disclosed that the provin-
cial Government had prepared a five-
year programme of adult education
costing Rs 190 lakhs, Rs 38 lakhs per
year.

u.p.

NEW VICE-CHANCELLOR OF
ALLAHABAD VARSITY

Dr, D. P. Bhattacharya was elected
Vice.Chancellor of Allahabad Uni.
versity for a term of three years at a
meeting of the University Court held
on Feb. 28,

HINDI AS SOLE MEDIUM

The U. P. Board of High School
and Intermediate Education has decided
that Hindi should be the sole medium
for answering examination papers for
the High School Examivnation from
1953.

The Chairman of the Board was
authorised to give any econcession to
examinees of Kuropean institutions
that he might deem necessary,

EDUCATION PROGRAMME

The highlights of the U. P. Govern.
ment’s education expansion programme
were explained by Mr. Sampurnanand,
Education  Minister, moving the
demand for a grant for Rs, 690 lakhs
in the Legislative Assembly.

The programme included the open.’

ing of 4,400 new Government primary
schools, grants for equipment and
buildings to the Allahabad and
Lucknow Universities, establishmen®

of a Sapskrit University at Benares, -
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-increased provision for stipends and
free supply of text-books to depressed
class students and wards of political
sufferers, training of pilots at Allahabad
and Lucknow Universities and increase
in the pay of primary and middle
school teachers,

C.P.

ADULT EDUCATION DRIVE
IN C.P.

Over 4,060,000 people including a
lakh of women, had taken advantage
of the C. P, Government’s * social edu-
cation scheme and became literate
during the ten months from May 1,
1948, to March 1, 149, said Pandit
D. P. Mishra, Minister in charge of
adult education, replying to a question
in the Provincial Assembly,

A carefully-planned ¢ follow.up
scheme was now being implemented to
keep alive literacy and good social
habits of these new literates, he said.

The Government had spent Rs.
8,11,000 in the first ten months of 1948-

149 on the scheme, and the estimated
expenditure for the next finrancial year
was over 60 lakhs,
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PUNJAB
AMBALA TEACHERS’ ONE-DAY

STRIKE

About 200 teachers of private.
mansged schools wearing * hungry
teachers,” arm bands went on a
one-day strike in Ambala as a protest
against low salaries and unsatisfactory
service conditions,

None of the teachers entered the
school premises except the headmasters
who explained to the students the
reason why their teachers were not
coming to school. The students then
dispersed and all schools were closed.

The teachers reiterated at a meet.
ing later their demands for increased
dearness allowance at Government
rates and three advance increments,

o .

WEST BENGAL
WEST BENGAL TEACHERS

A number of primary school tea-
chers in West Bengal held a one.day
token strike on March 2nd to protest
against the failure of Government to
meot their demands relating to inoree
ased pay and dearness allowanoce.

I Form Re. 1.0.0
II Form Rs, 1.2-0
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PUBLIC OPINION

MASS EDUCATION

By A. V. THAKKAR

The compulsory primary ecducation
of our masses has been talked of for
the last 39 years. Gopal Krishna
Gokhale of revered memory had brought
8 resolution in the  Legislative
Assembly in the year 1910, proposing
the introduction of compulsion for
primary education of children. Ho
followed it by a Bill in the year 1911
geriously proposing that it should bo
taken in hand and the priaciple under-
lying it accepted by the Government,
But the Government of the day thought
the move was prematurec.

Thirty-nine years have rolled by,
Many provinces, specially Bombay and
Madras, have passed Acts in this
direction but the result has not yet
been anything substantial. If I say that
even these advanced provincial Govern-
ments have merely tinkered with the
problem I will not be very inaccurate,
The Bombay Government has resolved
to introduce compulsory education in
villages and towns with a population
of 1,000 and over. This was in the
year 1947, But if my information is
eorrect, it has not been able to give full
effect to it for want of daly gqualified
teachers and for other reasons.

An economy drive, as a result of
the inflation in the grip of which the
country is at present, i3 ordered by
the Central Government all round and
therefore, even primary education has
been retarded. Though social education,
a new name for adult education, is now
taken up by some provinces in earnest
it cannot be a substitute for whole.time
education of children for four or five
bours a day. Adult education can be

at the most a good supplementary to
the education of children,

The Sargent Scheme of compulsory
education is almost forgotten now. No
doubt some other things have moved
fast after August 15, 1947, The setting
up of embassies in foreign countries
the aoccession and merging of State:;

with the adjoining provinees or into their
own uuions, and such political matters,
ate going apace. The aboliltion of
Zamindari in the provinces of Wesb
Bengal, Bihar and U, P. is cnvisage
and a big province like Madras has
gone completely dry by the abolition
of its cxcise revenue., Dut hardly any-
body talks about the abolition of mass
illiteracy.

And yot adult {ranchise has alroady
been included in our constitution. .Some
of our leaders, cspecially Dr. Ru.jcﬂd}'a
Prasad, doubt whether adult {ru‘nc}’nse
can be feasible in the next elections
which will be on us at the latest in 1951

No doubt primary education is the
duty and obligation of provincial an
Statc Governments, but until the Central
Government shows the way by 11
troducing compulsory education 1P
Centrally-administered  areas like
Himachal Pradesh, the State of Cuteh
Ajmer-Merwara, ete,, the provinces wil
not be awakened to their sense of dutye
Moreover, in present circumstances, $8
provinces caunot foot the whole blll
for mass literacy. Unless the Centré
Finance Minister makes up his minf
to devote a few crores annually for this
great object, no progiess will Le shown-
If ho can find croros of rupees for the
campaign in Kashmir why not & _fe‘:
crores for -the campaign 8ga1n8
illiteracy ¢

I have just roturned from a 20-d3¥
tour in a most backward ared sltuatee.
in the centrec of the country, t i
Mandla District of €. P., which hla'
67% of tribal and backward POP“:;
tion. I also visited the southern P&r~
of Rewa State, which too has an equally
large proportion of still more DQOkW;‘;"
tribcs ; the State of Korea, which 2
now been economically developed oly"
account of ite coalfields, disqovel‘:;i G:DO

years ago; the extensive
Surguja, vghich is untouohed by roll
communication and has hardly

t

coads ; and Jashpur State of Chhattis.
garh. ’

This may be said to be the darkest
region from the literacy point of view.
But even here what did T observe? Wher-
ever primary schools were set up by
the €. P. Government under its newly
started Backward Arcas  Welfare
Department they were filled up to over-
flowing by scores of children eager and
thirsting for knowledge and new light.
I could seo one or two-teacher schools
ovor-flowing with 50 to 125 children, in-
oluding girls. In some places, villagers
had started their own schools indepeund-
ently of the Government and were
asking me and my party totake up
those schools which they were no longer
able to pay for. In the Jashpur sub-
division of Raigarh District, 75 primary
schools and 7 middle schools with free
hostels, have been set up in the last
eight months, When such is the crying
demand for education in the most back-
ward regions, how much greater is the
demand in the comparatively advanced

areas ?

The education of girls presents
special problems, Even in parts ‘where
girls do not suffer under special disabili-
ties their attendance in common shools
is poor. There must be special en-
couragement for them, if not for all
ohildren. There should be special
stipends for them, free slates and _books
and, last but not least, provision of
women teachers.

My tour extended to regions mostly
inhabited by backward tribal people—
CGonds, Pankas, Baigas, Oraons, Kisans
and others, While talking about them

'* T oannot resist the temptation of saying

that as long as they are subjected to the
temptation of drink by mcans of scores
af small distilleries-cum-drink shops
amidst them, they e¢an mnever be
.economically well off. Prohibition may
or may nof be introduced amongst - our
industrial labour in cities but it must be
introduced first and foremost amongst
these people. The widely spread-out
systom ruins these  unsophisticated
jpeople physically and economically.

Tn conclusion the Government of
India must take a lead in pointing the
way to lift up these backward com.
munities who bave been mostly residents
of areas known as Indian States, The
States Ministry headed by our popular
Sardar Patel, may be asked to take
special interest in the amelioration of
the oonditions of these backward people.
Article 301 of the Draft Constitution
proposes that a commission may be sent
round in the country, in all provinces
and States to investigate the condition
of socially and educationally backward
classes and to make recommendations
to the steps that should be taken by the
Central Government. But why wait
for the new constitution to come into
offect two or three years:after? Why
not set up such a commission at the
present moment? There is nothing to
prevent the Government taking such a
beneficent step and in the interest of the
most backward and the weakest section
of the nation at the present moment,
This is an important item in the nation-
building programme, as it affects several
crores of our people. This weakest
section cannot be estimated at less than
3 crores or 26% of the nation. A day
should not be lost in sending round such

a commission and %to adopt its recoms
mendations,

—Hindustan Times

MAAMNANAS N WA NN AN

‘“ The Child and
His Up-Bringing ”’
Prof. A. V. MAT'];'];IEW, B.A.,, M.Ed

With a Foreword by
Miss A. B. VAN DOREN, M.A.

Cr. 8vo. pp. 211+ xxi
Price Rs. 3/-

PUBLISHERS :

M. SESHACHALAM & CO.
MASULIPATAM HE MADRA
MWV WA N ARV AN



STUDENTS TO ESCHEW POLITICS

Farewell Advice to VI Form Pupils at Pakala
By A, S. VENKATARAMAN, B.A. L. T.

My Dear Pupils,

You are students and perhaps
gomething more. You are also citizens
of tomorrow. As students you obey
law and order. As citizens in the
making you wish to learn to be frec
and useful. When you grow, when
you attain your stature of manhood,
when you realize your full self, then
you will be in a position to bo usctul
and do good service, As students you
form good habits and live an ordercd
life. You enjoy also freedom under
restraint and learn to be useful under
gertain conditions, But your habits
and conditions of life are regulated and
limited by school discipline. This
gchool discipline, I regard, is a monster,
and I dread it even now, perhaps more
as a Headmaster, than I dreaded as a
boy.

The School, they say, is another
bome, a better or a worse home, still a
home. At any rate it is a training
ground. You are trained to read,
write, do ‘rithmetic, to speak, to take
physical exercises, to lead in course of
time, to behave like men when time
comes. Let me be clear here, The
training you get helps you to become
good citizens, fighters, leaders in due
time. But that is different from saying
that you are now citizens, fighters or
leaders, The school is not an arena
of actual experience, actual fighting,
aotual and regular service, actual
parliament etc. You have your School
assemblies, dramas, parliaments, and
perhaps also your military training
olasses, But they are only rehearsals of
- life-situations for the real future life
beyond the School. If in your school
dramas, your acting is imperfect, even
‘then you are encouraged perhaps to
commit mistakes, 80 that you may
correct them later. If you are a king
on the stage, you do not become .a King
... at once. If you receive military train-

ing, you do not become & commander at
once. If you speak at the School
assembly, you do not get at once the
title or ability of speaker. You will
rememboer this and T shall return to it
by and by.

Mcanwhile let us consider the role
of teachers in this scheme of lifo, Are
they parents? They are clagsed next to
parents. A teacher for that matter is
more like a father than a mother. He
rules more than he loves. For that
matter, women teachers in girls’ schools
are more fatherlike than men teachers
in  boys’ schools. They do not wanb
others to come in between them and
students, not even the parents some-
times, Here is a point for you to
consider. To tho extent you seek an
adjustment between school factors and
external forces, to that extent you will
succeed and shine in life to come. "

Teachers are friends, philosophers,
guides, fact-finders, path-finders.

Others (outsiders) are critics,
tempters and fault finders,

The teacher builds and builds &
long laborious process,

Others’ procoess is short, sharp and
destroying,

The teacher corrects and construots,
others pull and destroy

The teacher robukes and punishes,
only for correction and construction.

Others also rebuke, even abuse but

criticise only for distraction and des-
truction.

Now you are at tho cross-roads;
either go with the teachers or With
others, Consider your choice, and God
will be with you. All the while, remem-
ber that your period of youth is a period
of growth, physical, physiological, P8y~
chological, and what not. Once missedy"

_ it cannot be recalled.

I am now coming back to where %
left you. Those who advise lt\ldenu;.”fg,‘i

Government and Cultural Activities

The Government of India have
under consideration a scheme for the
establishment of the National Cultural
Trust which will be an organisation to
foster and develop the art and culturs
of tho country. The Trust was ex-
pected to be established in a short time,
but owing to the present financial diffi-
culties ity formation has been post-
poned, Government, however desire
to encourage and promote cultural
activitios in the country as far as the
presant  circumstances permit. The
Ministry of  Education, therefore.
propose to call three conferences
during the course of the year to discuss
the ways and means of fostering our
national eulture and of direeting its
activities intu chaunels of creative
thought and cffort,

The conference on Art which is
expected to meet in July will discuss
the means encouraging indigenous
styles of painting including folk art,
stimulating wmsthetic sonsibility and
creative effort amongst artists as well

enter into politics commit a blunder,
the serious mistake of mistaking the
illusion for the reality, the shadow for
the substance, Can shadows fuuection
like things in flesh and blood? They
are like people who tell you that the
cinema pictures are perfect human
beings available for contact, experience
and enjoyment. Do not those advisers
know what they advise? They do not

“kaow it but they use you as instruments

or vehicles of propaganda. They use
Yyou as ocinema proprietors use carts,
posters and bulls as their tools, Do the
posters or bulls enjoy the pictures ? Does
& goldsmith’s chisel or hammer enjoy
the beauty of the jewsl it makes ?

In the same manner I do not want
you to assesss the examinations at their
true Worth.. They do not make or mar
your destiny; oa the other hand they
gerve as chanoes to make you self-
conscious and self-reliant.” They provide
a method of discovery, and at that g
method of self-discovery, of far greater

value  that can possibly be conceived
at first,

as the common people, and the deve.
lopment of commercial art and the use
of Indian designs, It will also discuss
the methods by which schemes for the
promotion of art can be implemented
in co-operation with the Provincial and
State Governments, art institutions
and individual artists, The conference
will be limited to a small group of
leading artists and critics of the
country. The Provincial and State
Governments will also be invited to
gend their representatives to the con.
ference,

Another conference of Indian
writers and literateurs will also be
called to considor the progress and
devclopment of modern Indian litera-
tures, the production und populariza.
tiou of scientific books and ithe com.
pilation of authoritative encyclopedias
in India. It will also consider as to
how the best books in different langu-
ages can be made available to speakers
of different Indian languages. It will
survey the !fendencies in different
regions and the desirability of bringing
them into mutual awareness,

A third conference will be held to
discuss dramatic activity in the country
and the development of a national
stage. It will also consider the -
contribution that can be made to Indian -
drama by dramatic forms other than
the literary drama, i. e, shadow plays,
puppetry, dance dramas, pantomimes, .
ballet., Dramatic production in raral
areas and the place of translations and
adaptations of foreign plays in the .
evolution of a national drama will also °
be codsidered. ;

It is not intended at present to
call a conference on Indian Music and
Dance except in so far as it relates to
the dramatic methods mentioned above.
The Government of India, have a'lrea,d"y;
established two Academies of Hindug. :
stani and Karnataka Music at Lucknow
and Madras respectively in co-operation,:
with  the Provincial Governments
concerned, and it is intended to watech
the development of the functions and
activities of these two institutions -

before taking any further steps in this-
direction, i :

S
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Young Afghans Study
Sanskrit

AFGHANISTAN is a small country.
Culturally it has been a part of India
in ancient times. It was only in the 8th
century that the pecople of Afghanistan
were converted to Islam, and the
cultural link was cut off.

Up to the 8th century Afghanistan
was Buddhist in religion. Some of the
finest specimens of Buddhist art are to
be found in Afghanistan. The grandest
statues of Lord Buddha have been
cut from living rock at Bamian. Onec
of them is 160 feet high, The whole of
Afghanistan is full of statues of the
Buddhist period.

In the Puranas the territory of
India extends up to the river named
Oxus (which is a Greek corruption of
Sanskrit Vakshu). In Vedic times the
river Kabul was known as Kubha,

Now with the instibution of a
University at Kabul, the Afghan Govern.
ment have thought it essential to
introduce the study of Sanskrit as a
compulsory subject for students in the
faculty of literature. There are four
faculties at the University, namely,
literature, law, science and medicine.
In the faculty of literature the subjects
taught are Pushto, Persian, Philosophy,
Philology, Psychology, Sociology and
goon, It has been realized by the
Qovernment, that just as Greek and
Latin are the mother languages in the
European countries, so Sanskrit
is the mother language which students
o Persian and Pushto should learn in
order to understand their background.

Four-Year Course

The Sanskrit course lasts four years
ab the University, Avesta is taught
for two years. Three periods a week
are allotted to the study of Sanskrit.
Jn the first year, the students learn
the Nagari script, reading, oalligraphy
elementary grammar, simple Sanskrit
conversation, and Rijupatha by Ishvara
'Ohendra Vidyasagar. For the present
there are 25 boys in this olass.

[

In the second year, dictation,
reading, calligraphy, translation, con.
versation and clementary grammar are
continued. Bhagvad Gita is taken up
as the text for study. The first four
chapters are done in the second year,
Out of these 25 verses are committed
to memory. Afghan boys are much
interested in the comparative study of
the Gita and the Quran. They them.
selves cite parallel passages from the
Quran.

In the third year, six more chapters
of the Gita are taken up, A course
in the history of Sanekrit literature
is introduced. Drama is dealt with in
some detail,

In the fourth year, the Gita is"supple-
mented hy Shakuntala. The prose
portion is taught in its entirety while in
the case of metrical passages a selection
is made. The historical study of litera.
ture is continued and a detailed idea of
classical prose and poetical works is
given to the students, Elementary
lectures on Vedanta and various systems
of Indian philosophy are also included,
The number of students at present in
the second year is eleven, in the third
year nine and in the fourth year five,

Need for Books

A small Sanskrit library has been
collected with about 300 books. It is
up to the lovers of Indian oulture to
send gifts of Sanskrit books and books
on Sangkrit literature in English,
French and German to Kabul
University. The Parsis of Bombay
have already sent a big oolleotion of
Parsi literature to Kabul University,

Afghan schools may be divided into
three groups according to the languages
taught. One group is controlled either
by the Americans or the British, a
second previously controlled by Germans
and the third controlled by the French,

Students read English in the one school, .

German in another and French in third,
At the University in each olass there
are boys who know either German or
French or English, but seldom any two
of the languages, The only common
languages for all Afghan boys are Pushto
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and Persiari. These facts are mentioned
so that books about India may be sent
to Kabul University in all the languages
known there.

v

London Plan for Teaching
By Films

Good progress is reported in the
London County Council’s five year plan
to give their schools complete equip-
ment for teaching by films instead of
blackboard. Already 700 projectors
have been supplied, making easier and
more interesting the learning of such
subjects as I'rench, physies and history.

Tull-length instructional films are
being added at the rate of 250 a year, as
well as 1,000 film strips, the modern
version of the old lantern slides. Ato-
mic physics is the subject of one of the
latest films which runs for an hour and
a half,

Experts are now planning to spend
£ 232,000 (Rs, 30,93,333) on equipment
and £ 80,000 (Rs. 10,66,667) on films.

. More than 16,000 films, 4,300 film strips

and 52,000 lantern slides are issued by
the London County Counocil every year
now. (London Press Service.)

Illiteracy in U. S,
Lowest in History

Iliiteracy in the United States has
dropped to 2.7 per cent today as com.
pared with 20 per cent in 1870 when the
first survey was made, according to the
U. 8, Office of Education.

An Education Office spokesman
noted tbat illiteracy has steadily declin-
ed during the past 19 years, despite the
gain in population which has now
reached a record of 148,000,000, Illite-
racy was 4.3 per ceunt in 1930.

School attendance is now greater
than ever before, the Office of Educa.
tion said. It is forecast that in this
sohool year 25,798,000 children will
attend elementary and high schools,
while college enrollment is estimated at
ever 2250000, -

L ey

In another survey, the National
Education Association, a non.govern-
ment agency,. called attention to the
need for a positive schooling program
for approximately 1,000,000 children of
migratory farm workers in the United
states. A spokeman said the children
had little or no schooling since they
accompanied their parents following crop
harvestings in various states, Their
spokesman said: ¢ Measures for an
improved program would necessitate aid
on a national scale for all states,”

An Office of Education spokesman
eaid that many states have ¢ become
more sensitive > to this problem. He
sa‘d the state of Michigan, where many
Mexicans come to harvest the sugar
beets, ‘‘is training teachers to deal
with bilingual groups. ”

He explained that in a country of the
gize of the United States, migratory
farm workers are part of the economio
gystem. The problem  confronting
educators is how to adapt the school
curricula to fit both the children of
permanent residents and those of
migratory workers,

To do this, he explained, * special
courses must be given in areas where
these migratory children come. The
teacher must have special preparation,
Legal aspects of the problem wmust be
met. Attitudes and sense of responsi-
bility on the part of the community
must bo aroused ’—USIS

————

ANTED Special Correspondents in
every Provineial and State Head-

quarters to report News on Progress] of
Education,

Professors and Teachers connected,. ;.
with Provincial Educational Associa.;‘

tions will be more helpful in this respect,

EEER———



CORRESPONDENCE

Educational System In India

Sir,

Col. J. Ford Thomson, Adviser to
Government of Madras, in Child psy-
chology, speaking of the P. E. N,
Bombay in January last said that the
whole emphasis in the existing system
of education in India was placed on
memory and not on thinking, with the
result that the product was a walking
encyclopedia. '

The country today did not find a
place among the intelicetually advanced
in the world gince edueational process in
India was hindered in the past due to
some reagons.  India  had men in the
field of science but not trained men;
therc were scholars but not thinkers.
He said that he did not offer criticism in
& spirit of derision but only pointed out
what he felt that India should have to
become a great nation,

It was in the ficld of philosophy
that India had produced intellectuals
but philosophy satisfied only philoso.
phers until scciety began to aot upon it,

Regarding the existing system of
examinations he was vehemently oppos-
ed and said that passed students
entirely depended on the contents of
the text books with no capacity to think
for themselves,

He said that India should have two
universities for catering to the needs of
the intcllectuals of the country and
suggested that Government should start
schools which should be staffed by
really good men no mattor from which
country they came from ana admission
to schools should depend purely on
ability.

Referring to basic education he said
a system of education for the masses
would not help to discover right pupils,
The urgent need of the day was not
mass educatibn_but 4q Bmd potentially
i pils and buflddy a corps of

If India contained some intellectuals
1t was in spite of the present system O
oducation and not because of it. He
felt that there was littlo in the pfes.eﬂf‘
system aiming at character training.
What happens in schools was ¢ Teacher
trying to catch the pupil aud the pupil
trying to eseape 7,

— J. Nilakanian.

A Letter from
Jammu and Kashnur
Ser, .
The Jammu and Kashmir Univer-
sity has already begun functioning .;md
it will hold University examinations
from this very year beginning from
Matriculation ~examination which will
commence from :3rd of May [94Y and
will be followed by I. A. and B. A.
Examinations respectively, The paper
setters and examiners, however will be
appointed froru outside the state for
a perind of three years after which the
question  of  local
considered.

A text-book committee of five
members has been set up with the
Prime Minister, Shick Mohd Ahdulla,
as its chairman.

The text-hook committee has ap-
pointed Panels of authors, from amongst
the local teachers and Professors, for
writing various text books upto the
eight classes of all schools in the gtate.
The text books have been written a0¢
gubmitted to the (jovernment for publ}-
cation. This is a new venture and it
has replaced the previous practice II;
which individual authors prepared tex
books on their own initiative and then
submitted them to a text book 001?(;
mittce set up by the Government
select the best books from groups ©
books on each subject.

Mr. G. A. Mukhtar one of the well
seasoned educationists%f our state has
been  appointed the ’
secretary,pl:md Prof, Mohd. Iqussam a8
the under-secretary of education.

— Prithve Nath Razdan. °
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