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The Youth Hostel Movement in Europe
Sri M. KRISHNAMURTI, M. Sc. (London)

Great Britain and the continental

countries of Europe in the past
and many more will be coming here in
the future. But it is not very often
that these people tour the countries
either on bicycles or on foot. Most of
us book our tickets for travel and
accommodation at the places of visit
far in advance of the actual date of
arrival The tour goes off rather
gmoothly according to plan and we
would have seen by the end of the
tour all the interesting places, as
arranged by the travel agency. All
this is very convenient and comforta-
ble for old people who cannot be
expected to have either the energy or
the enthusiasm for a strenuous exerolse
like cycling. The youth may usually
be expected to indulge in such a pas-
time and as a matter of fact, cycling
and hitch-hiking are very popular in
almost all the Kuropean countries.
There are many places which, for some
reason or other, have not been chosen
by the commercial people as holi-
day resorts but which are at the same
time very interesting for the traveller.
Further, one can take in more of the
counry side while on a slow means of
transport than on fast train or car.
It is to cater to the needs of such
people that the Youth Hostel Associa-
tions have been started in various
countries. i

These Youth Hostel Associations
(Y. H. A. for short) are found in all
European countries, Australia, North-
Americu, French North Africa, New
Zealand, snd Palestine. There seems
to be one hostel near Simla run by the
young farmer’s club of the Punjab.
The object of these associations can be
get out as follows: * to help all, but
especially young people, to & greater

Ry
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SEVERAL Indians have visited

knowledge, care and love of the
country side, particularly by providing
hostel or other simple accommoda~
tion for them -in their travels”. All
these Associations are linked up
through the Y. H. A. International
Travel Bureau and have reciprocal
arrangements with each other where-
by members of any one Y. H. A enjoy
equal rights and privilezes with mem-
bers of any other Y. H. A when they
visit the other countries. As the Inter-
national Y. H. handbook declares:
“International Youth hostelling is not
intended merely to provide a cheap
holiday abroad. The Y. H. A’s in
almost every country are maintained
by voluntary workers who devote
infinite time and trouble to the task;in
maay countries the Education Autho-
rities give grants which help to bring
the hostel overnight fee down to a
very low figure; every year representa-
tives of the various youth hostel orga-
nisations meet in confernce to disouss
the problems of international hostel-
ling. The object of all this is to pro=
mote friendship and understanding
between the nations by bringing young
people into personal contact in the
friendly surroundings of youth hostels

These are very laudable objeots -
and how far these are achieved in
practice can be gathered from what
the writer has experienced in his tour:
ot some places on the continent.

As overy other foreign visitor to
this country does, I also wanted to see
as much of continental KEurope aa
possible. When I expressed my desire
to one of my English friends, he sug-
gested that cycling would be a very
fine experience especially if I went
youth hostelling. I was very diffis
dent at first, but as he offered to

>4 .
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accompany me in my travels, I decid-
ed to take the great risk as I thought
at that time. 1 joined the Y. H. A.
of England and wales. At first |
could not get any Swiss currency and
&0 I planned a tour of the Irench
Alps and if possible tho Meditarranean
Coast of France, But on the day
before I had planned to start, I got
permission to exchunge ten pounds
into Swiss francs,  With theso ten
pounds I and my frieud decided to
see Switzerland. We had no plan
except where to enter the country,
We reached Basle by train from
Leondon through Paris. We carried
& bag on our back and one on
the carricr containing clothes, toikt
requircments, a mug and some fcod
stuffs. Beds are provided in all hostels
and blankets in most of them. Qur
bicycles accompanied us on the train.
The youth Hostel at Basle was a three
storeyed building with showers, cook-
ing facilities, good sleeping facilitios and
8 very able, understanding and genial
warden and his wife whom they call
“mother . She was really a mother,
knowing several European languages
and she was ever ready to help any
body in need. The charge for a night
was & franc which is about one rupee.
We spent a whole day going round the
town and set out the next morning
on our cyeling tour. Before we started,
we had to do some cleaning and
8weeping in the kitchen as the hostels
do not employ any servants and their
coudition depends on  what the
inmates do. Each resident is expect-
ed to do his or her bit of work in the
morning. We met there youths of
almost every country in Europe from
Yugoslavia in the East to Great
Britain in the West. Although our
. knowledge of other languages was
- slmost nothing, we could carry on
. vonversations through interpreters. As
each narrated his experiences, it made
-us look forward with great enthusiasm.
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Everybody had discovered some
beauty spot somewhers and would
advise us not to miss it for all the
world. Some people would sing sounys.
The evening  was quite entertaining.

We eycled from Basle to Zurich
through Baden. The whole route was
one glorious picturc aflter anotlier.
Now it is tho rvier winding its way
through the mountaing, now it is the
distant town situated in o valley sure
rocunded by high mountains o the top
of one of which one may happon to bo
and now, it is the other way round—
one is at the foot of a steop hill and
the road is winding its way up and up
with only a few yards before each
turning go that one never knows when
it will begin to cimb dowa. Suddenly
one finds it a very beautiful »pot
wherefrom one can see a vast country-
side full of spring freshness, {lowing
streams and quite in contrast with
either of these, a fast disappearing
train. So one gets off the bike and
spends some time gazing at all these
completoly losing all idea of time and
distance, and forgetting how much
more cycling has yet to be done.
IFrortunately the hostels are quite near
each other and advance booking is
unnecessary in almost every place,
‘L hus we reached Zurich and spent the
night there. We proceeded to Luzern,
oyoling through most fascinating
goenery, by the side of really blue
lakes and green valleys. 1t was the
same—the next day, the day after
and so on.

Some hostels were very good;
others rather short of space for the
numaber of people wanting to come
in; some had very guod beds; others
only straw; some had electricity and
gas in  plenty, others only restricted
facilities but every where there wat
the same sense of cordiality, good-will
and helpfulness, With these, after

a
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strenuous day, one could sleep on
anything and eat anything and be
happy and fresh for the morrow. At
one place, we slept actually in o barn
but cven that was &s confortable as
the best hostel in Paris.  The spirit ot
comradeship was overwhelming. We
were taking u walk through the strests
of Berno one night —three of us from
tho Youth hostel. Suddenly we
realised that one was an KEnglish man,
on¢ an Indian and the third a Chinese
and the Chinese was not at all kuown
to us before. But we sp:nt a very
pleasant evening digoussing our coun-
ries and customs, our travels and
expericnves and ocur future pro-
grammes, There was a group of
Dutch boys, atl 1a their 'teens, who
had cyeled all the way from Holland
through Belgium, Irance and I.t;al.y.
They wore hoping to go to Britain.
The youth of the western counfries
have really a vander-lust. Each boy
and girl plans to travel scme whero
or other during the vacations They
would not mind working for it. Some
boys actually earned their way in

Switzerland by working on farms or
building houses and so on.

The Youth Hostels give them
this opportunity. They give the youth
a cheap way of going round their own
country as well as in other countries;
they bring together youth of all
nations more closely than any other
system 1 know of. They have certaialy
encouraged young men and women of
all ages from about ten or eleven to
travel and see for themselves and
uuderstand what is happening every
where. 1 have met Americans also on
the trip. America to China is quite a
long way off both in distance and
civilisation. if the Y. H. A. has
attracted them both alike there is
really great hope in it and we need
more such Iostitutions in our country
and all over the world to make the
youth —the backbone of the world—
understand each other much better in
these critical times. 1 very atrongly
{eo! that for a vast country like ours,
nothing is more useful in bringing
together the people vf various provine
ces than a Youth Hostel Organisations

Revised Syllabus in Physical Education *

Dr. G. F. ANDREWS, M.A,, Ph. D,
Chief Inspector of Physical Education, Govt. of Madras

O understand the significance of

the programme of physical Educa-

tion in schools and the Revised
Syllabus in Thy.ical liducation and
their contribution to the total Educa-
tionnl results it is necessary to bw
clear in our minds as to what we
understand by physical education.
Time was when the whole concept
of physicul education centered round
a few physical jerks. This concept

% An address delivered to tho Headmasters
Association, Trichinapoly and Pudukottah
Districts at Pudukottah on 4-12-1948.

later changed in significance to inolude
also the use of certain gawes; but now
it may not be wrong to say that
slightly round some physiocal jerks it
is achieved mainly through games
and sports, Physical HEducation has
been considered and is still bei

considered as a mere adjunct to the
educational scheme and is not yet
regarded as a corporate and integral
part of the whole oultural scheme of
education. To cousider it on its owg
merits and in the !ight of its contriby.
tions towards the total educationa}
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resulte is something different. Dr J.
¥. Williams, one of the oreatest iead-
ers in the field of physieal education
in the U. 8. A, and one who has a
vest experience in the field and has
given lot of thought to the subject,
defines physical education as “educa-
tion of the physica) apd through the
physical,”  in deing so he copsiders
physical educaticn to he an aspoecet of
education, as a part of it, as a corpo-
rate par® rather than as something
merely added on.  Through this defi-
nition of physical educationhs empha-
gises that tho whole programme of
physical education has tho gamo out-
leok, aim and purpose as anv other
prograveme of the cducational aclicnie,
Undeubtediy physienl education has
got nainly to deal with the body.
The bhody is its primaary tosl. Through
a daily programme of physical activi-
ties, physical education aims mainly
to educate the hody and its insepar-
able mind and spirit. In other words
the body and the whole organism is
trained and cducated in such a way
as to make it function efficiently as a
harmoniously develeped and well-
balanced orcanism. The muscles, hoth
the voluntary and tho involuntary,
are exercised to make them supple,
plaind 2nd in tune with each other ¢
be able to achieve the optimum beno-
fits with the minimum of effurt.
Undoubtedly, thersis muscular
growth and developmeant but 1t is not
the growth of the inuscles of a
Sandow but is the growth of the
muscle of a healthy beiug supported
and strengthened by the efficient
functioning of the vital organs. To
say that the body is trained to
behave as a well organised and deve-
doped o’ganism should behave, is to
say also that the body is helped to
keep fit and healthy. Kducation of
.the body, of all its systems, of the
-external and internal, is necessarily

‘the primary function of physical
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activities and 8o we say tho brdy is
being educated, is Yeing trained, is
being developed, is heing made to
function as perfoctly as n  healthy
well deveioped organiam should fune-
tion.

But the education of the body is
not the oily purpnes of & programme
of physical  cdnueation,  Kducation
throuch the body iv o+ mueeh an end,
as much a benefit, vy a well developed
and edueated bodv. The mind s
tratned to be more abrt through the
many activities of the physical cdrea-
tion progvamme,  thyough situations
culling tor quwck thinking and a
power of Judgement. Physical edu-
cation activities are gencrally of such
variety and they consist of g0 many
raprite chosies sitaations that the
pacticipant how gt to uwze the mind
proecesees of analysis, svnthesis and
iudgement in the twinkling of an eye.
The mental process perhaps is the
same as in the class-room ; but while
in the class room sullicient time i3
available to pause and to come to a
judgement, in the gympasium or in
the playground, judgement has to be
mado then and there, instantly and
without hesitation on *1 spur of the
moment. 't is therefore, thut phyai-
cal education cleims to attain  this
high purpoae of cducation—the train-
i of the mind through bodily acti-
vity, to aect quickly and efficiently
in a rapid'y changing eitustion or
environment. [t i3 needless for me to
go into deinils of Low the mind is
thus vrained.  But let ras givo one
oxample.  In the game of  football or
hockey, in fact in any game or physi-
oal activity involving speed and
requiring alertneas, the participant
has got to size up tho situation in the
game or the activity to a nicety
before he comes to a decision. The
football player does not just play
with the legs alone ; as he plays he s
so thoroughly alert in mind that he

s
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can direct his bodily movement skill-
fully and efficiently to achieve the
immediate purpose of kicking or drib-
bling or heading or passing or dodging
an cpponent. Such ncuro-muscular
control or oo-ordination as is achieved
through pliyvsical education activities
is not attained through any other
activities. This neuro-muscular co-
ordination it is that results in or
amounts to an alert mind, a mind
which can eomo to decisions not only
quickly and promptly in any emer-
gency, but safely, wisely and with
economy of movement.

Physical education as education
through the body aims not only at
the development of the neuro-musgcu-
lar co-ordination but is also concerned
intimately with charactor develop-
ment. Social and personal virtues
and character traits are of tremendous
importance to a citizen. No doubt in
the various educational activities of
a school or a college ample opportu-
nities are provided for helping the
individual to develop those virtues
and traits which are essential for
sound citizenship. But it is in the
field of physical education, in the
gymnasium, in the swimming pool,
the football and hockey grounds and
in all the varied group activities of a
sound physical education programme
that the opportunities for the develop-
ment of personal, social and eivie

virtues are attained or fouud in
abundance,
Sportsmanship does not mean

were exoellence in play ; the term
connotes a perfect gentleman also.
Sportsmanship involves understanding
of the other, involves the practice
both on the field and off the field of
those great virtues like honesty, fair
play, team spirit, esprit de corps,
citizenship, obedience, discipline and
numerous other qualities of charaoter
which are fundamental to life. A pro-
gramme of physioal education affords,

time and again, opportunities to the
participant to develop thees great
virtues that are of great value not
only during the school or college
career bu! also later in holding the
responsibilities of the citizen. We
say physieal education is education
through the body because the same
groups of bodily activities which make
the body heaithy and physically fit
are also utilised to provide ample
opportunities tor the development of
morals and character by which society
is advanced and improved.

To understaiid the new Syliabus
and the new Programme in Physiocal
Education, therefore, it is necessary
to revise our concept of physical edu-
cation, understand it aright and to
think of it as an integral or insepara<
ble aspect of education, that is, as &
part and parcel of education. It is a
part of education not just because of °
an accident or an expediency, but
because of its inherent contribution
to the development of the individaal
as & whole. If academic education
uses the mind as a tool and thereby
tries to train the intellect through the
several subjeots of the ourriculum of"
studies such as English, Mathematios,
History, Science and languages, Phy-
sical Education as an equally import-
ant aspect of education uses the body
as its tool and inoludes in its ourrie
culum of activities a wide variety of
skills apd situations such as have
been now listed in the 1evised Sylia-
bus. Not that these activities are
exhaustive or the only ones that counld
be made use of; but these are some
of the most essential. To these counld
be added water sports like swimming,
diving, boating, outing activities.
including hiking and camping, comba~
tive activities like boxing, wrestling,
ard soon. 'TLere are many more
aotivities which could and should be
included in the programme, if facilj.
ties permit ; but the activities which
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have been listed or recommended havo
been selected on the basis of the wide
experience of many countries and
the progressive scientific findings of
biclogists and psychologists.  1n the
reviced Syllabus the needs and limits
of the schools in this Provinee have
been kept in view and only limiied
groups of activitis are included in the
programme which has to be tried out
during the school werking day and
within the time-table of the school.

The principles on which  the
gyllabus has been revised are as
follow :—

{1) In the first place, it is essen-
tial that for the achievement of the
results menticned above through
physical education, adequate provi-
sion should be made daily for the
bodily activities.

The Syllabus itself includes certain
activities which should be taught
during the periods of the school time-
table and these should be supple-
mented by activities on other days
through activity periods allotted
outside the time table. The need for
daily physical activity is considered
absolutely necessary.

(2) Total bodv activity is also
an equally important need. Tt is not
just the muscular exercising of the
arms or the legs or the trupk; but it
is affording the opportunities for the
exercise of the whole body, of the
total musculature both voluntary and
involuntary, that is basic to effective
physical education.

(8) The activities given are of a
wide variety and only by such variety

- can we provide opportunities for total
" bodily activity and at the same time

sustain the interest of the participant

- in physical activity. A varied pro-

"~ gramme incidentally facilitates also

- -#ichievement and progress.

S

* . (4) Supervision, guidance, in-

" atruction are considered fundamental;

and therefore, it has been very
strongly recommended thut the pro-
portion of physical education teachers
to handle thig programme of physical
cducation should be in the ratio of
one for every 250 pupils, Each
teacher should handle at a time not
more than a division of a class of 40
boys, as mass instruction will not be
generally helpful to ¢nin the pupil’s
interest and sustain it. Individual
attention is as necessary in physical
education and as important as in any
other education activity.

() Lastly, an attempt is made
to provide such activities as are gene-
rally attractive to pupils and will
therefore provide an abiding source of
interest to those participating in them
and wili serve at the same time as
carry-over activities for use even
later in life as a means of main-
taining their own health and ensuring
their physical welfare as citizens.

The specific objectives of the
several groups of activities in the
revised syllabus may be said to be the
following :

1, Marching

Body carriage, response  to
command, ob e dien ce, discipline,
rhythm, group sense andorderli-
nesg are some of the values that
are atmed at, Marching 1is 'gene-
rally considered to be a wilitary
activity. As we are a free and
independent people we should so train
our pupils as to prepare them to a
certain extent to be disciplined even
for a military ocareer if necd be,
While marching in peace tic pupil
should be prepared to march for war.
Though we would very much abhor
the idea of war recurring again, so
long as human nature is what it is
—avaricious, greedy, selfish and
ambitious to dominate over others,~
it is necessary to prepare ourselves
against the eventualities of war. Not
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that through marching alone will the
preparation for war be complete, but
that these activities well combined
along with the others of the Syllabus
would render the pupil physically fit
for the stress and strains of war.
Military training is advocated by
many as a panacea for the physical
degeneracy and unfitness of our
pation; but it is necessary first of
all, to see that those who join the
armed forces are physically fit and
really able to take up the strenuous
and arduous tasks of a military
career. A sound programme of
physical education with its wide
variety of activities lays the founda-
tions of our national strength not only
in peace but also in war.

2. Body Building Exercises of
the Free Arm Type and
Indigenous Type

Agility, strength, endurance,
muscular tone and form, self-control,
deter mination, keep fit, all round body
development are some of the values
that are expected to result from them.
They do not involve the use of any
apparatus and ocan therefore be used
at any time, in any period of life.
These are essentially  oarry over
activities which are useful throughout
life as a means of welfare.

3. Yogic Asana Exercises

The objectives of these exercises
are: :

(1) To induce the habit of good
posture in gitting, independent of
support.

(2) To strengthen the shoulder
and knee joints and to increase their
mobility or flexibility.

(3) To stretch and strengthen the
musoles of the neck, baok, abdomen,
hips and legs.

(4) To correct tendencies to stoop
or to uneven shoulders or tn scoliosis.

- (8) To teach muscular relaxation.

These are traditional exercises of
national origin and, coming from the
hoary past, have a definite appeal to
the nation.

A word of explanation regarding
these Yogic Asana Exercises is, how-
ever, necessary. In the first plaoce
they are not introduced in the
Syllabus as Yoga Asanas. Yoga
Asanas are generally statio and repose-
ful and result in negation of activity.
As they are introduced in the Syllabus
these are exercises of a dynamio
nature and calcnlated to serve merely
as gencral physical exercises for total
body activity.

It is urged by many that these
Yoga Asanas should be practised only
early in the Mornings; that they
should not be introduced in the middle
of the day. Asanas being intended
mainly for silent meditation, the
gilence and coolness of early morning .
hours are very useful for this
purpose. Many asanas are also claimed -
to be curative for a number of ills
that the human hody ig prey to. Such
Asanas may have to be ‘practised in
the early hours of the morning,
Because of the dynamic feature given
to the Asana exercises listed in the
syllabus, it may not be absolutely -
necessary to restrict the practice of
these exerocises to any particular time
of the day provided the general rules
of physical exercise are observed,
Just like any other exercise, it appears
as if these Yogic Asana Exercises
could also be introduced along with.
other activities during the part of the
day most conducive to physical deves -
lopment. o

4. Competitive and Non-
Competitive Games.

Through these activities recrea.
tion, organic growth, obedience, dig.
cipline, good sportsmanship, co-opera.
tion, physiocal alertnegs, 86n8e peroepe
tions, etc. can he developed. Parti.
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cularly during the team games, team
spirit, loyalty, sense of response, cour-
age and resourcefulness can he achiev-
ed. These games, being varied and
natural, serve as valuable means of
enjoyment and of general physical
exercise ; and besides they inculcate
the great virtues of sportsmanship.

5. Fundamental Skills of Games
and Athletics and Lead-up
Activities

The poor standard in athletics
and games displayed by our boys in
the interschool sporte and games
tournaments indicate that sufficient
attention is not given to the teaching
of the fundamental skills of these
activities to the pupils at a time
they are in a position to learn.
It is incumbent on teachers of
physical education that they should
give proper instruction in the funda-
mental skills of games and athletics
go that the pupils may know how
correctly to play the games and take
art in athletics and improve day by
gayin the acquisition of play skills
with more and more practice. 1f
India has to take a very high place
among the nations in games and
athletics and if she has to gain a
lead over other nations as in hockey
it is urgent that a carefully planned
programme of training in these games
and sports should be adopted.

6. Rhythmic Activities

Rhythm, grace, expression, asthe-
tio appreciation, group work, etc., are
some of the values of the rhythmic
aotivities. Folk dances, the gymna-
stic dances and the classical dances
bave 8 great contribution to make in
education and they are as essential in
the physical education programmes
of boys as in those of girls.

7. Set Drills

+ r~~."1'hf°ﬂgh' these set drills, varied
&h!ﬂ'ﬂgh the use of light apparatus,

precision 1is attained and practice in
group work given. The use of appa-
ratus adds to the interest of pupils in
exercises. Light apparatus like dumb
bells, Indian clubs, lathies, wands,
leziwm, poles ete. are of real value.

8. Stunts, Tumbling and
Pyramids

Correct posture, alertness, strength,
steadiness, grit, control, balance, agili-
ty, daring. courage, team work are
some of the values of these activities.
These are achieved not by merely
knowing all about them but by con-
stant practice. Opportunity is, there-
fore given for participation in them
in order to produce these results.

9. FEfificiency Tests

These are necessary for any phy-
sical education programme just as
examinations are necessary to test the
progress of students in oclass work,
The individual excellence of perform-
ance and the progress in standards of
achievement and physical develop-
ment can only be decided by specifio
batteries of tests, Lfficiency tests
are included as a required item in the
syllabus and have to be conducted at
least once in a year.

It will thus be seen that the aoti-
vities included in the physical educa-
tion syllabus are of such a nature as
to provide the pupils with ample
opportunities far the learning and
practice of activities essential for their
bodily developmeni, health and phy-
sical well-being. In addition to these
however, the programme of physical
education should also include as al-
ready indicated, games and sports and
other activities which are not listed
in the syllabus but which can be pro-
vided in the school such as the com-
bative activities like boxing, and

wrestling, water sports like swimming, -

diving, eve,, and outing aotivities.
Such of those activities us schools can

afford should be offered to boys in the .
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intra-mural sports and games pro- education programme in schools is

gramme immediately after the school
is over, i. e. after indoor class work,

* but yet as part of the regular school

work. During these periods called
“ Participation Periods”’ it is possible
for a teacher to handle more than 40
pupils. As a matter of fact he is
expected to engage on the play-
grounds as many as the playground
can accomodate. And for such intramu-
ral games and sports programme it
has been recommended that if the
major games like football, hockey and
oricket stand in the way of providing
for the larger number of pupils they
may be held np for the time being,
and the grounds used for some of the
small area games like Volley Ball,
Basket ball and Indigenous games.
The purpose of the intramural pro-
gramme ig to provide every pupil an
opportunity to take part in as many
different types of sports and games
activities as a school can afford and
thus to supplement the results of the
activities of the syllabus through
active participation in these supple-
mental activities. Besides this intra-
mural programme it is alto recom-
mended that schools should provide
play periods after the participation
periods to enable such of those
students as are highly proficient in
several games to get together and to
be trained into’ representative school
teams. It is the training given in
these periods which may be called
“Qptional play periods’ that is of
value to the teams that are to be
entered for interschool tournuments
or competitions. It is needless to say
that even these optional play period
activities should be closely supervised
and guided just as the activities of
the syllabus or the activities of the
intramural programme should be both
from the point of view of skills and of
character.

One other aspect of the physical

tournaments and competitions. ®ach
sobool should organise its own intra-
school sports competitions and games
tournaments. These are essential
and should be encouraged as far as
possible to provide as mavy opportu-
nities for a large number of boys to
get the benefits of such ocompetitions
and tournaments. But, as far as the
District  Inter-school or Distriot
Sports and  Tournaments  are
concerned it i3 desirable that schools
should prepare carefully before they
enter for the tournaments and send
up teams well organised, well trained
and well coached for these strenuous-
compatitions. [t is as a result of the
experience of many years that it has .
been recommended that all fourna.
ments except for Seniors should be'
seraped aud that athletic sports coms. .
petitions should be open to only 3: .
classes namely seniors and janiors, !
Some districts have already aoccopted
these suggestions in the interest of the .
pupils, of better competition, better: :
standards and better sports. It is" -
hoped that these suggestions would bs -
wolcomed in all the distriots soon. In® -
this connection it will be of interest '
to remember that the U, S. A. sugges-.
tion for a Junior Olympics every four -
years has not met with support in
British Sporting circles where it is'felt
that hard competitions between youth
ultimately do more harm than good
and that tender years should be spent
in training and coaching for strenuous - .
rivalry to come later. ‘

In conclusion, it may not be out
of place again to omphasise that
physical education is not mere body -
development but that it is an aspact
of education which, using the body as-
its tool, countributes largely to the edu-
cation of the total organism. To.
achieve this result no doubt oertain
minimum  requirements should be
fulfilled as a preliminary. Playgrounds
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are neceesary. The Government have
taken steps to help schools in this
respect by making the required budgei
provision for the development of play-
grounds. The scheme is to spread
over a period of ten years. The
Training of more Teachers of Physical
Education and the appointment of
District Physical Directors cve some
of the accepted proposals of t':: Post-
war Reconstruction Schiemes. Thus
Government are taking necessary
steps to accelerate the progress of
Physical Education. That progress
also depends on the co-operation of
the managements :nd  headmasters
and the members of the profes«ion.
Candidates for training as physical
edutation teachers should be deputed.
Effective steps should be taken to
improve the playground situation not
only by providing adequate play-
grouds, but also by using the available
playground fully a hundred per cent,
Necessary provision should be made
in the time-table daily for a sound
programre of physical education so
as to supplement the work that is
being done in the school $hirough other
educational activities.

Independent lndia requires that
her citizens should be strong snd phy-
eically fit, brave, able, daring aud
healthy, alert'in mind and ot high
character. Physical education pro-
gramme provides opportunities to
develop such citizens in no email
degree. The greater attention paid to
physical education, the more impor-
tance paid to it in the whole edu-

cational scheme and the closer caope”
ration and integration with the other
activities of the educutional curriou-
luty, the greater no doubi will be the
suceess and the benefite that accrue
from the physical education scheme,
if physical ~ducation has not succee-
ded so far, it ia not beeanse of its in-
hercnt  weakness or  buocause it is
lacking in contribution, but beeause
real opportunity has not been given
for physical education to succeed.
Without sufficient and adequate trai-
ned physical cduecation Jeadership or
the provisiun of facilities such as play-
grounds, equipment, etc., or the setting
apart of the time necessary for daily
physical activity, it is. futile to expect
resuibs. Unifees these  fundamental
wants are fully met physical education
will never succeed. It is open to all
who are interested in the physical,
mental and moral health and welfare
of pupils, who look upon these young-
sters as future citizens of this great
country to pause and consider what
steps should be taken to see that these
defects no longer continue to exist.
Iivery opportunity should be given,
every facility provided and ample time
allowed to the thousands and thou-
sands of boys and girls who pass
through  school during the many
impiossionable years of their lives to
take part in these activities so that
they may emerge {rom schools as
stalwart citizens, able ultimately to
sboulder the respousibilities of the
futuro India with courage and hope
and cheer.

Educational and Cultural Films

The Communications Sub-Commission of U, N. E. S. C. O. unanimously
‘sdopted a resolution sponsored by India, recommending U.N. E. 8.C. O.

"to select evaluated short films of

educational, scientific and cultural

~oharacter which would promote the aims and objects of U. N, E. 8. C. O. The
- resolution also recommended that U. N, E, 8, C. O. should acquire such films,

-maintain a film library and supply copies to member States on payment in
their own ourrenoy for non.commerocial use.

ACTIVITY PERIOD

A Novel Experiment in New Education

Md. KHALILULLAH KHAN, B. Sc.. B. T,
Headmaster, Baqar Junior Hugh School, Rampur State, U. P.

NGENUITY and variety is the
nature of child. He revolts against
the monotony of envirnimnents, for

in his nature is the elemens of change.
The factors aiding in the building of
his personality cannot be brought
about by a system of education which,
chiefly rclios upon an externa' appli-
cation of force or believes in pushing
an unwilling o =1 down his throat.

The individual capacities of the
ohild can only be nurtured to its
full bloom if there is a complete
correlation between the systemn of
education and the psychology of chiid,
his likes and dislikes. In an ideal
Educational Centre it is exceedingly
necessary for a teacher not to transfer
his own thoughts to the children in
a conscious way ; but so to guide the
gtream of child’s individual capacities,
to darken the original markse that
pature and action may in complete
harmony traverse the road leading to
the full and free development of the
child’s personality.

In the light of the above facts,
we have kept up no border line separa-
ting the periods of education an.d the
periods of play. Ruther, play is the
basis of all teaching. Learning and
education are so well kpitted in play
and games that it is very difficult for

" the children to distinguish between

the two. Be they in the field or busy
in debates or discussion, engaged in
gelf Government Council or in the
Administrative Council, studying in
the Library or managing the Library
Society, every where there is play
and education. Their beaming faces,
smiling eyes and sparkling foreheads
very well indicate that the ochildren
are engaged in the completion of their

own personaiity under their own likes
and dislikes, thought and action.

To give more colour to this scheme
we have managed to persuade all
children of the school to follow differ-
ent progranumes drawn by them under
the guilance of teachers. This period
is a part of school work “the activity
period . In this period all boys and
girls get themselves busy in their own
programmes. Children are divided
into various groups and each group
has a programme, differing from day
to day so that interest and charm
may ever remain alive under the
chaoge. These moments preserve the
spark of life in them.

The period covers all the formal
and informal education and no part of
his personality is left unattended. It
aims at supplying food for the mind
and work tor the health development
for the body, not neglecting the
ethical, social and cultural elements
which are the basis of free education.
In short there is life and colour in this
period. There is individuality at play
and learning by doing. ‘Lhe wave of
enthusiasm and the keen eagerness of
the gr.up of children is a sight to see.
fivery one is busy, in the heat of
competition and race for excellence,
Some are engaged in decoration of the
School, others in cleanliness. A group
of children is workingin the field, some
are in the Library and others engaged
in Bait Bazi. Music rises from one
corner ; the dialogue speaks from the
other; the rhetorician is on the stool
and the player on the table. Some
are busy in practising First Aid, others
in Scouting. Physical Cultare bag
recruited some under its own banner.
Gardening, Red Cross work, Commue



Citizenship-Training and Social Studies*
Sri A. S. VENKATARAMAN, B.A,L.T.

N connection with the two subjects
on courses newly included in the
Re-organised Scheme of Secondary

Education, ! should like to touch upon
a few salient points.

At present, co-operation has
taken the place of competition in life,
econiomic as well as social. It can be
said to be its basic principle. 1f there
is any need for competetion, it is only
a2 means to an end, not the end in
itgelf,

Learning also is a rocial activity.
It is no longer a selfish pursuit. Even
a geniug like C. V. Raman intends to
spend all his earnings in order to pro-
mote scientific researches in the inte-
rests of humanity. Of what use is a
person’s knowledge unless he uses it
for the benefit of nis fellowmen or
mankind ? The ‘I know evervthing’
attitude is an unsocial behaviour. He
who says €o, presumes too much.

The two new subjects (for want
of a better name I adopt the conven-
tional term ‘subjects’) are supplemen-
tary studics. Citizenship-training cor-
responds to the body of a perscn while
soctal studies corresponds to his mind.

E5Z™ Continued from preceding page

nal harmony and gsocial service activi-
ties bhave the greatest numbter of
students. Activity and variety is
everywhere.

This Activity Period is a prelimi-
mary experiment in the life of this
new school, aiming at stirring of new
sparks of life and activity in sohool
children =0 as to give full development
tothe mind and body of the ohild,
thus making him capable to fight his
.own battle in life in a way covered
with honour and sympathy and
‘medom'

.

There can be no citizenship training
without ‘social studies.” At any rate
a citizen worth the namo has to have
a knowleduc of greial studies,

Aeain citizenship training cannot
be said to be a subjact. 1t is prepar-
ing a person to face situation in life.
Nay, it is life itself. Lila cannot be
taught, It can be only lived. 1f so,
by means of convrete situations alone
training in citizeaship is capable of
being imparted.

The inevitable coroliary is that
there should be activities of different
kinds,  These netivities may be classi-
fied as foliows :—

(a) Inspirational: Flag saluta-
tion, independence day, birth-days of
greater lesnders, of nation builders,
the singing of national songs, visits to
national leaders in their homes —all
these are oalcunlated to inspire pupils’
minds with lofty ideais of action.
Children will be guided by them in
the conrse of their daily life,

(b) There are several ‘nforma-
tinnal activities 4s they may be so
called.  Children may be asked to
collect information for the daily news
bulletin and the weekly news bulletin.
The school reading room, the studv
cirele, the current news club, the radio
club—all these are intended to supply
information to pupils who have to use
and dovelop their powers of interpre-
tation and understanding in the
process of collecting information.

(¢) The objectives of the Debat-
ing Club and the School Magazine
(be it the school magazine or one
common to several schools) may be
said to be the encouragement and

» A talk given by the contributor at the
camp held on 10th and 11th December at
Chittoor.
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improvement of pupils’ skill, whether
in speaking or writing.

(d) Excursions, camps and
tean games are all meant to create
and foster social solidarity and
communal harmony.

" () In order to develop Civic
training the useful activities are the
Students’ Parliament, Court  of
Honour and Contacts with insti-
tutions and social centres.

(f) ‘Al roads lead to Rome,’
and all activities have for their goal
service. The activities which directly
lead to service and are part of service
are the hospitaiity committee, the
decoration committee, the Scout troop,
the Junior Red Cross, the Night
Sohool club, the clean-up campaign,
the National Welfare committee.

it will be seen that self-reliance
and team spirit are two basic traits

which form the foundation of the
new scheme of citzenship. To the
extent that we develop our gself-
reliance to that extent wo are also
making ourselves fit for social life,
By the way it may also be said that
the value of citzenship lies in
sweeping the barrier between the edg-
cated oclasses and the illiterate
masses.

Let me now turn to Social
Studies. In a sonse it is not new,
because it cowmprises history, geo-
graphy and civies. In a sense it is
new for it is a combination of the
three subjects though with some
ommissions§and additions. The resul-
tant product is new and cherefore
the subject is new. The {following
diagram will help us in understanding
things ‘better.

SOCIAL STUDIES

1

History Civies

Inspiration

Instructiom

Geography

Information

J

Self Society State

Geography is of use to the citi-
gens as an information subject in
respect of place relations. History
inspires us with ideals of the past and
so the past illumines the present. So
history is useful in respect of time-
relations.

In the Social studies syllabus
there is one thing which I wish to lay
stress. There is a division of
headings under Social activity, social
training and Social studies. They
ar» not three different items meant to
be done separately in separate lessons.
They are only three different ways of

~ Jooking at a thing or different angles

of vision e0 to say. The Scheme of

the syllabus is so conceived and fthe
mental analysis is expressed in. the
form of the syllabus headings. fn
the activily pupils take the leading
part, in studies pupils are assisted by
teachers, and in fraining teachers are
expeoted to lead. |

It is unnecessary for me to add
anything more. Modern lite is beoo-
ming more and more complex and it
mirrors itself in school life though
under controlled conditions or created
sxbugtions. It is up to teachers to
realize that learning is a co-operative
adventure and a social prooess,

.lt is arguable whether thege two
subjects are examinable in the cone
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ventional sense of the term. Perhaps
pnot, and it is desirable that they
should not be examination subjects.
But it does not precluds us irom
appraising the skills or abilities in

some way or other, though not in
terms of marks which are fast be-
coming conventional and meaning-
lIess symbols. 1 shall refer to them in
another article.

Career Masters Course in Bombay
Prof. K. G. SATYIDAIN

Inaugurating the first Career
Masters Course in - Bombay which i3
being organized under the auspices of
the Indian Institute of #dusafion,
the Bombay Headmasters” Conference
and the Parsi Panchayas, Mr K. G.
Saiyidain, KEducational Adviser to
Bombay Government pointed out
that the provision of facilities for
vocational- guidance in schools was
not to be regarded as a fad or a
luxury as it was being used
successfully and on an expanding
scale in many educationally advanced
countries of the world and had also
been recommended in the Post War
Educational Development Plan of the
Contral Advisory Board of (duca-
tion. In India, we were coucerned
with the problem of producinz a new
pattern of society and this could not
possibly be done till we were able to
establish equality of opportunity in
the educutional and vocational fields
and to remove the mal-adjustments
between the worker and their work
which result in so much psychologiocal
distortion and physical hardships.
As work is the most important factor
in forging the character and persona-
lity of an individual it was essential
that we should fit the work to the
worker so that he might be able to
perform it efficiently and achieve
_ 'bappiness and self-fulfilment through
- it;° So long as we continue to fit
~ square pegs in round holes, we shall ba
compelled to ‘go through life with a

headache’ without the joy of achieve-
ment.  ‘Che reanlt of tho presont male
adjastiaent in the voeational field has
beon lowering the standards of effici-
ency all round. Money (or the lack
ot it) was vsually' the most importans
factor in the choice of a ecarear and
chance was anuther largs determinant
while suitability came only a poor
third! That is why we find potential
engineers working as clerks, good
craftmen wasting their life as lawyers
and shop-assistants masquerading as
teachers! Unless we are able to
equate the inclination and ability of
individuals with the vocations ado-
pted by them, this tremondous waste
was bound tc continne.

He went o1: wo poiat out that the
work of these Career Masters or
Counsellors required great taot aund
ability and keen mental alertness.
They have to iake into account the
great range of differences in intelli-
gence, interests, social and economio
status, cultural backeround and
mental and emotional health which
exist amongst pupils. They had also
to study carefully the openings avila-
ble in a particular region or commu-
nity so that they might be able to
give practicable advice to the stu-
dents. They should be able to
discuss with the young people not
only their immediate vooational
needs but also their general problems
80 88 to assess them as human indi-
viduals. For this purpose, it m
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necersary to have not only a scientis
fic knowledece of prychelogy but also
sympathv  and  the ability to see
thin's through their eyes. Thoy
should  observe the students in
different contextr-—in the class, the
play ground, the workshop, the home

and their varicus voluutary associa-

tions—~and obtain data about them
from different points of view e. g.
health, social qualities, moral inte-
grity, persistance ete. Tn addition,
they must have necessary mastery of
technique which includes a knowledge
of mental hygiene, of the methods of
counselling the use of tests and the
right approach to children so as to be
able to win their confidence and
arrive at conclusions with their co-
operation. Moreover, they should
work not as outsiders but as integral
members of the staff who will be in
close touch with the class teachers,
gathering all available information
and data through them and passing
on their advice and zpnolusions to the
parents as well as teadhers for nece-
ssary action.

He expressed the hope that the
course which was being started,
though modest in scope, would be
irreprochable in quality and that the
organizers will take the fullest advan.
tage of the experience and the
knowledge that had been acquired in
other countries and of the best talent
available in Bombay. They could
not take up this work lightly or
without thoroughness, beocause the
Career Masters could not play with
the children’s future and they must
be made really competent to deal with
the difficult problems involved. If
the course could be suoccessfully orga-
nized, it would provide the best
propaganda amongst parents, educa-
tional authorities and the public and
also prove the best guarantee for the
future expansion of this movement.

N —————

Here and There

Sanskrit Compulsory
in Kabul "Varsity

The Kabul University of Afghanis-
tan has made Sanslrit a compulsory
subject in its curricuium,

The reasons for its introduction as
a compulsory subject are set out ina
letter by Sardar Ghulam Mubammad
KLan, Charge d’ Affaires for Afgha.
nistan in Delhi, in reply to an inquiry
from Mr. Ghanshyam Singh Gupta,
Speaker of the Central Provinces As-
sembly.

Sardar Ghulam Muhammad Khan
writes : ¢ Rersian and Pushto are direct
descendants  of  Sanskrit and still
maintain a large vocabulary derived
from Sanskrit.

“The idea of the introduction of
Sanskrit as a compulsory subject in the
university is to make Pushto a more
seientific language and to develop it to
better standards. It is hoped that
Sanskrit will be very helpful in it,

U.K.—India *Varsity Interchange

To facilitate interchange between .
the universities of the United Kingdom
and those of India, Britain is arranging
for a number of travel grants,

The awards will be made on the re-
commendation of a committee coms-
posed of representatives of the Asso.
ciation of Universities of the British
Commonwealth, of the Committee of
Vice-.Chancellors and Principals of the’
U. K., and of the Universities Advisory
Committee of the British Counecil, :

Recipients will fall under three
categories : distinguished scholars and
scientists invited by universities for
vigita of at Jeavt six weeks’ duration to-
enable them to meet fellow specialista
and to mix with rising young workers
in their own fields; university teachers
on recognised study leave; and post.
graduate research workers holding
research grants. The latter two cate.
gories must undertake to spend at least
six months of the academic session at the
university where they propose to work,
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Decisions of the Constituent
Assembly

N two important educa-

tional issucs the Constivucas

Assembly took fundamentul
decisions while discussing the
Draft Constitution. One 13 thc
subject of religious instructicn
in schools and the other the
linguistic rights of minorities.
But it has to be confessed that
there has been a good deal of con-
fused thinking on both of them
and that secondary and immedi-
ate considerations weighed much
more with those who took part
in the discussions to the neglect

of the primary and the basic
ones.

THE net result of the debates
. on religious instruction is that

provision for it is prohibited in

institutions wholly maintained
out of state funds. And as the

term ¢ state” means in this con-

text not anly the Governrent
and Partiament of India and the
Govermment and Legislature of
all the Units but also local au-
thoritics and #» with the intro-
duction of Uwivoven! oineation
almost all schools will heeome
State Schools, it muy therefore be
concluded  that practicatly no
child and very few oi the pupils
in higher stages will receive reli-
gious instruction. Kven the pro-
vision which found a place in the
draft constitution for imparting
instruction in  schools outside
school hours was deleted. It 1s
permissable of course for mana-
gements of schools not maintain-
ed wholly out of state funds to
impart religious instruction to
their pupils, but thisis subjeet to
the condition that no pupil
should against hig will or that of
his parents be compelled to take
part in sach  anstcuciion. The
number of institutions falling
into the latter category will be
so small in futurc and for all
practicai purposes they may be
ignored.  The question that
now arises is whether such a
total prohibition of religious
instraction is healthy and whe-
ther it will be really conducive
to the larger and the more per-
manent interests of the nation,

lT was contended in support of

this position that the impart-
ing of religious instruction would
be inconsistent with the idea of
a secular state for which the new
constitution stood. But this is
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a perfectly untenable position.
A secular state does not mean a
state which is hostile to religion.

" 1t only means a state which is

and the spread of a mechanical
outlook on the Universe which is
a product of the one-sided deve-
lopment of service. If there are

impartial ;- - B lé;lgeil ei;
indistri- IS INDIA ' §

buting its SDUCATIONAL ?ffesociaeli:(y}
?ie?';;it;srfos JL’II({.‘ /IL’T (’-»‘Tt[l-xl/ ((;T('L’[l‘llf/.‘ /t‘ LI// cannot be
{rrespec- healthy
tive of @on\ri\au{ors and Reacjers un 119 ss
their reli- | people are
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faith, It ) live 1(;1
accords ¥~! VLA‘H)”/ e ["cw —Z/c‘l'c acc 0": .
equality o ance with
of troat- . those va-

ment to the followers of all
faiths. A secular state is a
state which believes in tole-
rance and in the equal right of
all religions to exist. There
would therefore be nothing 1n
wrong if it makes provision to
impart religious instruction. Pro-
hibition of such instruction 1s
consistent only with the assump-
tion that religion has no value in
life and that a citizen’s persona-
lity can be developed and that
he will be enabled to become the
best which it is possible for him
to become without any instruc-
tion in religion.

[ VIDENTLY this is not the charac-

teristic of the state in India.
Except a very small section all
people believe in the higher values
of life — the spiritual and moral
values. It is now being increas-
ingly recognised that most of the
evils found not only in India but
also in the rest of the world are
the result of inadequate atten-
tion paid to these higher values

lues it is the duty of the state
to provide instruction in such
values just as it accepts the obli-
gation to irapart instruction in
the principles of physical health
and well-being.

IT wags contended by some mem-
bers of the Assembly that the
country had seen the exploita.
tion and prostitution of religion,
that it led to dismemberment
and division and the perpetra-
tion of some of the worst horrors.
Some other members contended
that in the past the facilities
provided for religious instruction
resulted in proselytisation. But
simply because religion was abus-
ed in the past it does not mean
that it should not at all be allow:
ed to exist. Every human institu.
tion is liable to be used. Marriage,
Family and schools have all been
abused but no one argues for their
abolition. Every one only wants
them to be reformed and recon-
structed. Even the State has
been put to abuse in the past.
It has been responsible for wars.
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But no onc centends on  that
ground that all states should be
abolished, that anarchy should
prevail and no ore says that
children should not be taught
civics or politics. The same atti-
tude should be adopted towards
religion.

SANE view of the matter has

been taken by Mr. Anantha-
sayanam Aiyangar when he
said that religion was the basic
foundation of any society and
that it was unfortunate that
they had not been able to come
to an arrangement about the
teaching of religion to children.
-The right thing to dois to find
ways and means for coming
to such an arrangement. it is
not wise to fall into despair
thinking that such a task is a
hopelessly impossible one. There
are principles common to all reli-
gions and out of them a universal
religious ethic can be evolved.
Such an ethic should be evolved
by the State and taught to all
children in schools.

HERE is no force whatever in

the argument that social and

~political disruption in the coun-

try is due to religious instruction

~ jmparted in schools in the past

.&8 no such instruction was im-

- parted in the majority of schools

" 'in the days of the British and

- wherever such instruction was

_.bmparted it was of a purely secta-
.zian character,

“HE complete prohibition there-

the list of fundawmental  rights

which arc justicialle s a worse
step as the cliuee connot be
deleted withionr an ocoendment
of the counstitinion. Ine wiser

course is to prohibit the teaching
of secctarianism or compulsory
instruction to those who are
opposcd to it. Not to be taught
religion is not onc ¢l the funda-
mental rights of man.

IIE same confused thinking 1s

to be found in the discussion
on the right of a minority to
have education iraparted to its
children through their mother-
tongue. Even Dr. Ambedkar who
opposedd an amendment which
aimed at conceding this right
confessed that if primary educa-
tion was to do any good it must
be given in the mother-tongue of
the child. All the same he oppos-
ed the amendment which would
have secured this advantage to
children. The demand for this
concession  would become more
acute in the years to come with
the growth of self-consciousneas
among the linguistic minorities
in different provinces. To force
them to forget their mother-
tongue and learn the language of
the province amounts to perse-
cution. Left to themselves many
of these minorities will find it
convenient to learn the regional
language and as a matter of fact
they do learn it as otherwise
they cannot carry on their busi-
ness in life, There is however
no reason why compulsion should
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not to learn the regional lan-
guage they will suffer in con-
sequonce and they will learn
by experience to reform themn-
selves. As Pandit Kunzru point-
ed out, the minorities should be
conceded the right of having
their children taught through
the mother-tongue in the inte-
rests of justice, generosity and
toleration. ‘Lhis is what is being
done in Russia and it is a won-
der that many members of the
Constituent Assembly who are
generally tempted to admire
everything Ruvsian did not care
to borrow this feature of the
Soviet education system. That
all citizens should have a uni-
form set of ideas as regards their
duties towards the state and
society does not mean that they
should learn the same language.

i Tt is the content of what they

learn that is more important
than the medium through which
they learn it, No sensible man
argues that because there are

‘~different provincial languages in

India the growth of Indian patri-
otism is not possible and that all
these languages should be sup-
pressed and that all should be
compelled to learn only one lan.

- guage. By its failure to safe

guard the interests of linguistic

. minorities the Constituent As-
L . . .
sembly is leaving a legacy which

will be the source of much bitter-
ness and unnecessary suffering.

~

THERE is still time left to
.~ Assembly to reconsider the

positive prohibition of religious
instruction and no euforcement
on an unwilling minority the lan-
guage of the provincial majority.,

Convocation Addresses

lT seems to be the privilege of
those who are invited to deli-

ver addresses at the Univer-
sity Convocations to select any
theme they like for the subject
of their addresses and roam
about from China to Peru. This
is a great advantage they enjoy.
Perhaps it is also felt as an
advantage by the graduates to
whom these subjects are addresss=_"
ed and by the general public who
gather in large numbers to wit-
ness these ceremonial functions.

N the course of last month seve~ -
ral distinguished personages -
delivered such addresses. Among,
them were Sirdar Patel, H.E, Mr, . -
C.Rajagopalachari, Mr. V. T, Kri-
shnamachari the pro-chancellor
of Rajputana University, Dr, 8,
Radhakrishnan, Srimati Sarojinj . .
Naidu, The Hon’ble Mr. Justjce -
Rajamannar and Mr. O. P. K.
Reddiar the Premier of Madras.
All of them took the occasion tq -
place before the graduate youth -
of the country the nature of the
conditions through which India -
and the world were passing, -the.. -

problems confrontjng

younger geners
in the effectivg

: . . roblems.
¢o..fore of all religious instruc- be resorted to in such a case. If , subjeots and revise the articles p

gﬁhnm a wroni step; and the inspite of convenience there are -, 9f the constitution 10 such a HER’E. Woy
;clusion of such prohibition in minorities who are determined ~fasnner that there will be no to which

T ST
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by most of the speakers. One
was the critical condition of
India today. Though freedom
from foreign domination was
achieved the responsibilitics
which freedom has brought are
of a highly serious character.
Many of them—and especially
Sirdar Patel—pointed out how a
strong government to which all
sections of the people were tho-
roughly loyal and devoted was
necessary if freedom has to be
preserved and if the country is
to emerge safely from the crisis
through which she is now passing.
In most of the speeches there was
expression given to a feeling
that the public and especially
the youth were resorting to too
much criticism of those in autho-
rity and were not giving to them
all the cooperation that they
ought to give.. Sirdar Patel’s
observations on this aspect are
of great significance. He said at
Benares ¢ People blame the go-
vernment that it has not done
this or that. They criticise it
for its acts of omission and com.-
mission. The government is
there to face criticism. It
cannot shirk it nor does it wish
to do so, but mere criticism will
not avail us...... It would not do
for you to throw all the blame
on the government alone. If
you do not do your part and
want the government to do
. dverything for you, you must
~ghare the blame,” He therefore
‘Zexpected from the youth unflin-
-Ohing ‘loyalty and devotion to
“sthe country which in the present
“fpoptext meant loyalty and devo-
= ‘$ion to the Government.

lN the view of Mr. V.T. Krishna-
chari and Dr. Radhakrizhnan

the ills of today are due in the .
main to the deterioration in

moral values, an evil which is
fairly widespread and which
shows itself in many forms—in
the form for instance of exten-
sive black markets, tax evasions,
lowering standards of rectitude
in public services, frequent
strikes and deliberate slowing
down of production. T'hey there-
fore called on the youth to wage
unceasing war against this evil,
work for the discovery of - the
spiritnal values for which India
has always stood and work for
the realisation of the ancient
ideal of attaining perfection by
action done in a spirit of dedi-
cation. Naturally Dr. Radhakri-
shnan observed: It is the
purpose of the Universities to
serve as centres of cultural life
of the community...... 1t is for
the Universities to provide the
leadership to interpret to the
rising generation constructive
methods of using scientifio
power, high ideals of democra-
tic citzenship, and a revived
faith in the Eternal Unseen.”
This is placing a very high respon-
sibility on Indian Universities,
a responsibility which they have
not so far cared to discharge.
It remains to be seen how far in
free India the Universities will.
respond to the new call made on
them.

HAT the Universities have in
the past been doing very little.
in this direction was the keynote
to the Madras Premier's Address:

Y N
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e said! ¢ Modern Educational
stem has not helped to foster
ese virtues of service, humi-
iy and sacrifice. It seems to
.ve other values. The new learn-
g bred a dogmatism and
‘en a certain amount of intole-
nece......."”. And in this respect
» noticed a contrast between
e ancient Indian Gurukulas
1d their modern proto-types.

RIMATHI Sarojini Naidu also
called on the youth of the
untry to carry to completion
e independence and freedom
o by the older generation. H. E,
r. C. Rajagopalachari made
special appeal to the youth of
e Aligarh University to work
r democracy and real unity.
e also saw a deterioration of
sense of moral and spirtual
vues and expected the Univer-
ties to conserve and to promote
sense of such values.

‘this stress on the spiritual
and moral values of life is the
ost encouraging sign of the
mes. The difficulty however

a8 in persuading those who are
stually at the helm of affairs
. Universities that they should
)t give exaggerated importance
) Sciences and ‘Technology which
the case today and that they
would find a place for the study
. Humanities which are being
\dly neglected. A more balaunc-
1 and a more liberal type of
lucation is what is needed.

The Status of Teachers

ECENTLY a conference of

the All-India Teachers’ Con.

vention was held in Delhi
with Acharya Narendra Deva,
the Vice-chancellor of the Luck.
now University as its President.
Among the many subjects that
came up for discussion was one
relating to the status of teachers.-
An important resolution was
passed recommending that a
minimum salary of Rs. 300 with
definite time-scales be paid to all -
teachers in Universities with a
proviso that the managements
should pot be given the right of -
withholding increments without .
sufficient cause and that there *
should be the same pay for the
same work, It was also recom- -
mended that teachers be granted::
dearness and other allowances, be
admitted to the benefit of pen. -
sion or provident fund as im :
Government Departments and be
adequately housed. To ensure :
security of tenure it was suggest< -
ed that any person who was dis<:*
missed should have the right of :
appeal to an impartial tribunal.:’
These are the minimum condi- .
tions that have to be satisfied if -
there is to be a real rise in the
status of University Teachers -
which is very low at present. :

THERE are Universities where
teachers are given a pay of -

Rs. 75 a month and are expected,

to lecture in a conscientious
manner to students in Honours
and post-graduate classes. There .

are also universities where the
large majority of lecturers receive -
a pay of only Rs. 25 rising to .
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Rs. 200 in a period of ten years.
They hold Doctorate Degrees and
they lecture to Hononrs and
Post Graduate classes for four-
teen or fifteen hours a week.
How on earth in these days of
high cost of living when e¢ven
labourers arec making three to
four rupees a day a university
teacher can live as the head of
a family on such low salaries no
Vice-chancellor or  syndicate
seems to consider. Besides this
there is a complete neglect of the
rule of equal pay for equal work.
In & University like the Andhra
University there are three classes
of lecturers, two classes of
readers and two classes of pro-
fessors. There is practically no
difference in the work done by
the teachers in these several
categories. But some lecturers
are in the grade of Rs. 125-200,
some others on Rs. 150~ 250 and
still others on Rs. 210- 300,
There is no reason or rhyme
behind such class distinctions.
1t breeds discontent and creates
an unhealthy academic atmos-
phere.  There is a struggle
among the teachers in the lower
grade some how to get into the
- higher grades and as this
‘depends to a large extent on the
favour of the authorities tea-
chers have to lead a life of servi-
lity injurious in many cases to
’ their sense of self-respect. The
~ resolution  therefore passed at
~ the All-India University Tea-
+ chers’ Convention deserves to be
immediately implemented.

% ‘I’HE Universities Commission

5

appointed by the Govern-

ment of India has issued a
lengthy questionnaire on 'T'eachers
and the conditions of their

service. It is hoped that they -

will go thoroughly into this
subject and see that a recommen-
dation like the one made by the
Teachers’ Convention is given
effect to. It iz not sermons call-
ing on teachers not to care very
much for pay and inviting them
to do their work in a spirit of
service and self abnegation that
are required ; and such sermons
are bound to be really insulting
when they emanate from Vice-

chancellors who are not satisfied

with a pay lower than Rs. 2000
a month. Kvery teacher has a
right to be provided with such
conditions of service as would
enable him to devote himself
wholeheartedly to his vocation.
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The All-India Educational Conference
Proceedings of the 24th Session at Mysore

Sir A. Rama:wami

H. H. the Maharaja of Mpysore
declared open the twenty-fourth session
of the All.India Educational Conference
which commenced its three-day session
at Crawford 'Hall, Mysore on 29th Dec,

Sir Arcot Ramaswami Mudalier,
presided over the Confercnce.

The Conference is attended by over
2000 delegates including distingnished
educationalists from all parts of India.
Among them are Dr. Amarnath Jha, Mr.
K. G. Saiyidain, Educational Adviser to
the Government of Bombay, Mr. 8. K.,
Yegnanarayana Aiyar, Mr. Sohan Singh,
Educational Observer, Government of
India, Mr. Gajaraj Singh Eduoational
Adviser to the Madhya Bharat Union

3

Dr. R. K. Yagnik of Rajkot, Mrs. Asha

Devi Arvanayagam, Dr. C. Kunhan
Raja of Madras and Mrs, Shirin Fozdar.

Maharaja Opens Session

Inaugurating the session, His
Highness the Maharaja of Mysore
extended a hearty welcome to the dele-
gates and said :

“I am glad that you have found it
possible to have this conference in the
capital of my State. A conference of
this kind where people devoted to the
cause of education meet  to consider
problems relating to their field is bound
to be of great benefit to the citizens of
the"State. These problems are growing
in complexity as time passes by and as
life becomes more and more compli-
cated and the demands on the oftizens
by way of oivic dues or in other ways
constantly tend to increase.

“ Education is not a simple process
a8 was at one time believed. It requires
atthe elementary stage a thorough
understanding of the psychology of the
child. It requires at the, intermediate
stage a ocapacity on the part of the
teacher to develop the original faoul.
ties latent in every human being and
Bnally it requires at higher stages an

undersfanding as much of the ultimate

Mudaliar’s Appeal

aims of education as of its utility. The
nature of these problems changes with
the changes in society and the growing
needs of the times. The capacity

the educationist to adjust himself to
such changing conditions and altering
requiremonts is the real test of th
utility of education,

“The fundamentals of education,
however, remain the same to make men
and women enlightened, to give them the
benefits of the knowledge which is vast
and ever expanding and above all to
oreate the faculty of independent think.
ing which is the basic aim of all eduoa:
tion. I feel confident that the great
body of experts whom I see before me
will be able to evolve a solution which:
will to a certain extent remove the.
perplexities which are widely prevalent
in the country regarding the nature ‘of
education that should be given and
indeed the purpose of such education,

“ Let us remember finally that the:
test of an educated person lies inthe-
catholicity of his outlook, in his spirit
of tolerante, in the understanding
which he can bring to bear and in the
freedom from that bias which is often:
born of ignorance, T

I have great pleasure in declaring:
the 24th session of the All-India Edwuoa
tion Conference open and I am ocertain
that the deliberations of the conference
will help to forward the cause which we
all have at heart. ” ) |

TEACHEER’S S'ruus MUST BE
ImPrOVED

. Thanking His Hlghness for thevgra.-h
clousness with which he had consented to
Inaugurate the conference and also for
his inspiring message to educstionists, -
Dr. Amarnath Jha said that His Highness -
was the first Prince to receive his educa.’
tion as & common student ata univer.:
sity. Since then a great ‘deal of change
ha:d happened. The manner in which Hia
Highness had discharged the respon .
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sibilities of his high office and the interest
he had shown in education had amply
justiied the h-gh hopes entertained
when His Highness assumed his exalted
office. The confercice was meeting in
Myuore for a second time and much had
happened between then and now, There
was no State or province which had not
sent some delegates to this conference,
They were meeting as  citizens of a free
India and there were niny problems to
be tackled. While Governments might
give high priority to some problemns there
was the danger that in the midst of the
affairs of State the cause of education
might suffer.

“If education is neglected then the
greatness of Indis is in jeopardy and
therefore I would appeal to all admi.
nistrators to do all they can not only
for the expansicn of teducation—but for
what I consider equally important ame-
liorating the conditions of the teachers”
Dr. Jha said. “I said some time ago
that an inefficient teacher is a menace
to society. Isay now that a hungry
and starving .teacher 18 & greater
wenace, We have many stories to tell
that will depress you and us. But these
are stories which have the merit of be-
ing true.”

His Highness then left the hall and
the conference continued und.r the
presidency of Sir Arcot Ramaswami
Mudaliar.

Reception Committec Chairmian’s
Address

Barlier, Mr. D, H. Chandrasekh:viah,
Minister for Education, Mysore, request-
ing His Highness the Maharaja to ingugu-
rate the session, observed:

“It is my privilege, as Chairman of
the Reception Committee, to extend to
Your Highness a most respectful wel-

come to this gession of . the All.India

Educationai Conference and to express

~our most grateful thanks to Your High.
- ness for having been ploased to accede

40 our

request to inaugurate it,

"The readiness. and alacrity with which

“Your Highness accepted the suggestion

=of the Council of the All-India Federation

; ,’zggm;ational Associations to perform
this inaugural ceremony testifies, in an

ample measure, to the keen and apiing
interest which Your Highness has in the
development of cducation and culture

of our country. P
“Coming, as Your Highness does, in

a long succession of great Rulers who
have fully identified themselves with
the best interests of the State and
dedicated themselves and all their own
to the service of the people, we sincerely
fecl that Your Highness® presence in.
this august gathering of educstionists
from all over India wi'l lend digaity and
importance to the proceedings upon
which this Conference has to enter,
«This All-India  Educational Con-
ference is meeting for the second time
in this State and is the 2#th in the series
of similar Conferences that are being
held under the auspices of the All-India
Tederation of Bducational Associations.
It is stated that this organisation was
formed in the year 1925 with the back-
ground of the Hartog Committee’s report
which reviewed the position of cducation
as then existing in India and pointed
the way for its reorganisation to suit the

political and constitutional future then

under contemplation.

« A new stage for fresh and vigorous
efforts in the field of education was seb
when India attained Independence. All
honour and glery unto these who suffer.
ed and sacrificed in the country’s cause
under the great leadership of Mahatmu
Gandhi who was an unrivalled world
teacher and an eminent educationist.
The new Government which came into
existence on August 15, 1947 has Qeen
strenuously toiling to reconstruct our
national life in its several aspects and
bearings, ”

Proceeding, Mr. Chandrasekharish
said one of the important aspects whioh
every dovelopmental plan should take
note of concerned the preservation and

improvement of our cultural heritage.

In regard to this, the plans prepared by -
tbe Central Government for establishing ‘
a Cultural trust with three separate

Academies were well-known, Proposiad

for strengthening the Ax_-chaeologi“t“f
Survey of India, for extending the "’,‘;1:;.;‘
and aotivities of the National Archives:..

i1
v

and for establishing a National‘inuseum
were of immense interest to one and
all of us. The life of a civilised nation
was intimately bound up with its culiural
progress and India with its vast cultural
attainments and traditions had an
extensive field for work.

« Coming to the Mysore State. to
which T feel proud to belong, you are
aware that it has now acceded to the
Dominion of India and has been co-
operating with it in every way possible.
It is a unique and happy feature of our
State that there is complete identity of
interest between the Ruler and the
ruled and no pains are being spared to
make the State a progressive and a
prosperous oune. Blessed with bounties
of kindly Nature and filled with several
achievements of human skill and in.
dustry, you will have something to see
and enjoy everywhere in Mysore.

In conclusion, Mr. Chandrasekharish
gaid :

«My faith in the efficacy of proper
education to cure the ills of this world is
as deep as the ocean. I have often
thought that the only hope for the future
of mankind consists in developing the
UNESCO and organising its work on all
fronts s0 as to bring about union of
hearts and minds of men and women in
all countries. India has always stood
and lived for peace, truth and non-vio.
lence and Mahatma Gandhi’s life and
achiovements bear magnificent witnuss
to it. May India’s glorious name and
teachings be proclaimed once again
throughout the length and Dbreadth of
the world ¢

Proposing Sir Arcot to the chair, Dr.
Amarnath Jha referred to his great re-
putation and his great quality of speak-
ing out his mind, Mr K. G. Saiyidain
and Mr. 8. K. Yegnanarayana Aiyar
seconded and supported the proposal and
Sir Arcot occupied the chair amidst
cheers.

President on Task Ahead

8ir Arcot Ramaswami Mudaliar, in
his address, referred to numerous pro-

'’ ‘blems demanding solution and! expresssd
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the hope that educationists would show
sturdy independence and judge pro-
blems on their own merits and not be
dragooned into the way of thinking of
those in authority, He also hoped that
those in charge of education would
emulate the example of Maulana Abul
Kalam Azad- Education Minister, Governs
ment of India, to have educated publio
opinion with them in any measure of
reform they might think of introduecing,

The President began by saying that
problems of education had always been
too many and complex, Progress had
been made in some directions, but not
much had been achieved in the matter
of understanding and evaluating the
true place of education in individual and -
national life, Education could be of the .
utmost benefit to society and nation and
the world and it could equally be the
most harmful thing and most devastat.
ing force and obstacle to all that they
held great in individual and interna-
tional life, and also be a menace to
peace and progress of mankind. The
UNESCO was founded with the objest
of trying to impart the type of edueca. .
tion which would strive to reconcile
national sturdy independence with glo.
bal inter.dependeunce. India bad gained
independence and they —Indians—acould
walk with their heads erect along the
boulewards of the world, proud of their
oulture and their achievements, Thera
were great potentialities in our country,
and thess place us in a position of the
utmost equality with the best and the
groatest of nations. But there seemed
to be signs of impatience among certain
seetions which wanted to regiment
thought even in the educational world.
This school of thought believed that
patriotism could only be achieved by
following o certain shibboleth or a oger.-
tain  way of thinking. Fortunately
there were a few of that way of thinking’.
But the danger was still there.

Proceeding, the President said they
were all proud of Indian culture and ifs
influence had been felt in other ocoup.
tries and deeply affeoted the lives of
people there. This had been done withs
out any strong persuation by anybody,
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The basic unity of all cultures was the
same, There were somo who bhelieved
that Indian culture should be carried
to other countries in an aggressive
manner. He who telt this way imust
indeed be an uncultured man,
Sir A. Ramaswamy Mudaliar next
referred to somo edncational problems
and said while there werc many short-
. comings and omissions in the previous
system of education It would not be
advisable to condemn everything in the
re-independence education  system.

ost of their stalwarts who had fought
for freedom aud achieved freedom were
g‘roducts of that system of eduecation.

o coudemn that system outright was
shortsighted. Unless that tendency
was checked there was danger of their
getting back to the dark days.

Speaking about vozational educa-
tisn the President observed that befors
the attainment of independence indus.
trial progress had been arrested and
without it no fillip could be given to
vocational education. At the present
day more attention could be given to
this aspect of education.

Speaking about the piace of Eng-
lish in the system of education, Sir

*

Arcot expressed gratification that there
was greater and better realisation that
English had a place and must continue
to take such a place for some timo at
least in our system of education. < If
our Ambassadors and dclegates have to
keep pace with the deliberations at
international gatherings for many years
to come English must be studied at least
in the higher stezes.

Coneluding, Sir Arcot said that the
true aim of education was to make
young men and women to realise truth
and help them not to fall victims to
fallacious slogans of the market place,
He would appoal to all those in charge
of education n the Provinces and States
not to cut themselves and make a dash
into the wild woods of education but to
ascertain the opinion of educationists
before any change was made in the edu-
cational system,

The Conference on a motion from
the Chair adopted a resolution, all those
as sembled standing, expressing pro-
found grief at the passing away of
Mahatmaji *“a great constructive edu-
cationist.”

The Conferencc then adjourned to
meet again the next day.
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F. P. S. C. EXAMINATIONS
AND POLITICAL SUFFERERS

The Government of India have
considered the question of relaxation
of age-limits for admission to exami.
nations conducted by the Federal Public
Service Commission or other authorities
under the Central Government for
recruitment to various services in favour
of persons who took part in national
movements aud were thereby provented
from appearing ab these examinations
while they were still within the preseri-
bed age-limits, says a Home Ministry
Press note.

CENTRAL INSTITUTE
OF TECHNOLOGY NEAR KUPPAM

“ A 1,000-acre site in Chittoor District

Vsthas, it is understood, heen chosen for

locating a Central institute of Techno-
logy to be run by the Government of
India.

This is one of the five high-grade
Technological Institutes to be started
in different parts of India to provide
Training on the lines ot the Massachus-
sets Technological Institute.

The site is about 15 miles from Kup-
pam Station on the Madras.Bongalore
Railway line and has already been
surveyed in oconnection with certain
proposals of the Military Department
which have since been dropped. Consi-

“rderations which appear to have weighed

in favour of this site are its nearness
to Aundhra, Tamil, Kannada and
Malayalam regions and its proximity to
areas either already industrialised or
having potentialities of early develop-
ment, '

. It is understood that Dr. Tarachand,
Education Secretary to the Government
of India, who is visiting Madras shortly,
Ja likely to inspect the site,

i8 being prepare
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LAWRENCE MEMORIAL SCHOOLS

It has been decided that the Law-
rence Memorial Military Schools at
Sanawar (Simla Hills) and at Lovedale
(Nilgiris) will be run as Public Schools "
by the Ministry of Education. Admis-
sion to the schools will be open to all, |
but 40 per cent of the seats will be re.
served for children of armed forces
personnel. The schools will open on
March 1, 1949, and will prepare students
for the Senior Cambridge examination.

AULT EDUCATION PLANS

The Delhi Municipal Committee’s - .
Adult Education Board has prepared
plans for an adult education movement .
in Delhi.

It has been decided to open 15 -
adult education ocentres in the city
every year. The Municipal Committee
is being moved by the Adult Education
Board to provide Rs, 200,000 in the
next year’s budget for the expansion of
adult education drive.

The Committee has already sanc.
tioned Rs. 50,000 up to March for
adult education. So far four adult
education centres have been opened
in the city and efforts are being made
to have at least seven such oentres

before the beginning of the next
financial year,

The basic aim of the centres will
be to encourage community learning
and healthy community life. ’

Arrangements have been made to
seoure mobile visual instruction units

from the U. 8., Soviet and Briti
bassies in New Delhi. nd British Em.

Every centre will have a library,
reading room and facilities for indoor
games,

_ A special five.month course for
training workers in adult education

d. Trained workers

will be given charge of the drive in
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their respective areas. To start with,
15 whole-time and 15 part-time workers
will be recruited.

MADRAS

EDUCATIONAL CONCESSIONS
TO BACKWARD CLASSES

The Government have canetioned the
utilisation of Rs.one lakh provided in
the Budget cstimate for 194819 for the
amelioration of the conditions of Baek-
ward Classes as distinet from Harijans,
by granting scholarship to students
reading in the college classes, and high
schools. They have also directed that
75 per ceat of the Rs. one lakh should
be set apart for the grant of scholurships
to deserving students of Backward
Classes studying in arts and professional
colleges, inciuding the Law College, and
the balance on the grant of scholarships
to deserving students of Backward
Classes studying in high schools, prefe-
rence being given to women students,

CONCESSIONS FOR HARIJANS

The Government have directed that
for purpose of fee concessions under
Rule 92 of the Madras Educatioral Rules,
pupils belonging to Harijan and other
communities eligible for help by the
Labour Department, nced not ordinarily
produce poverty certificates. ‘The
applications stating the income 0{ the
parents shouid, however, be duly filled
in and presented to the head of
the institution who should cheok up the
applications and grant the concessions.
In cases, where the head of the institu-
tion has reason to suspect that a parti-
oular pupil is not really poor, he can
demand the production of the poverty
certificate by the pupil. If any pupilis
found to have obtained fee concession by
false statement, he will be liable to be
punished with fine, besides the recovery
of the amount paid as fee concession.

The Government have also directed
that for purposes of grant of Labour
. Department scholarships and boarding
_ grants, in lieu of the poverty certificates
. from the pupils, it would be sufficient, if
.tHe head of the educational institution
‘ oettifies (bearing in mind the incdome

limits of parents or gnardians preseribed
in the Madras Educational Rules) that
the pupils are too poor to continue
their studies without the holp of scholar-
ships or hoarding grants as the case
may he.

NELIGIOUS TEACHING IN

SCHOOLS

An amendment to the Madras Edu-
cational Rules published hy the Govern-
ment to-day states that “‘where the
religious instruction given in an institu-
tion is in a faith other than that to
which a pupil helongs, the pupil shall
nnt ba permitted to attend the religions
instruction cluss unless his parent or
guardian specifically demands in writing
that he should ho permitted to do so.”

The amendment will substitute the
existing condition (1) under rnle 9-A of
the Madras Edueation Runles,

SCHOLARSHIPS FOR ELIGIBLE
COMMUNITIES

The Government have directed that
for a period of ton years with effect from
1948.49, the puplis belonging to the com-
munities eligible for help by the Labour
Department, reading in the Secondary
School course be allowed the benefit of
the scholarships and boarding grants
granted by the Labour Department for a
second year in the same class, subjeet to
the condition that this concession is given
only twice during the course:— Once in
Forms Ito III and once in Forms v
to VL

The Government have also directed
that the students, belonging to the com-
munities eligible for help by the Labour
Department, studying in Engineering
College be allowed to retain the oon-
cession for only one failure, and those
studying in Medical Colleges for two
failures for tho period of the entire course.
No such concession will be granted to
the students studying in Arts and Law
Colleges.

BOMBAY
BASIC TRAINING COMMITTEE .

The Government of Bombay have

appointed a Committee to go ro?nd;the
Graduates Basic Training institutions
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and advise the Principals and their staff
in the matter of organisational work,

The Committee may also bring be.
fore the Board of Basic Xducation any
matter pertaining to th: Training
Centros. The persouncl of the Committee
is Mr. S. J. Bhagwat Acharya 3. R, Bhise,
Mr. Jugatdraw Dive, Me, V. R, Mudhol-
kar and 2Mr. K. G. Saiyidain,

WEST BENGAL
SECONDARY EDUCATION
BOARD FOR W. BENGAL

The West Beugal Government pro-
poses to set up a board to administer
and develop secondary education in the
province,

A Bill providing the constitution
of u Sceoudary Education Board is
likely to come up before the Provincial
Legisiative Assembly, when it meets
about the end of next month.

’ The successive League ministries

attempted thrice to enact such bills,

but could not succeed owing to thoe stiff
opposition, both inside and outside the
legislature.

Explaining the present Bill, Mr.
H. N. Chaudhuri, at a Press Conference
said that the main aim of the
board would be to devise a self-contained
system of secondury education which
would not be entirely subservient to
university courses,

The Board will congist of 42 mem-
bers, including representatives of diffe-
rent educational institutions and techni.
oal experts, with a president to be ap-

“pointed by Government.

U. P.
BENARES UNIVERSITY

_-Aplan to open a faculty of Gan.
dhian Philosophy, it is reliably learnt,
is envisaged by the authorities of the
Benares Hindu University, The course
will be incladed in the curriculum from
the next session.

Suggestious in this connection have
been invited from Mr. K. G. Mashruwala.
Mr. DPyarelal, Mr. Kumarappa, Mr.
Binobha Bbave, Mrs. Meera Ben and a

- few others, :

KASHMIR

TEXT-BOOK COMMITTEE SET
UP IN KASHMIR

With Sheikh Mohd. Abdullah,
Premier, as chairman, the Jammu and
Kashmir Government has constitued &
Toxt-Book Advisory Committee of five
in order to reorientate the point of view
with which text-books should be compi-
led in the wew sst-up in the State so
that they may infuse a liberal and pro.
gressive outlook in the younger genera.
tion. The Committee will among other
things, select suitable and qualified
authors for compiling text-books of
requisite standard.

PRIMARY EDUCATION —- MOTHER. -
TONGUE MEDIUM :

_ Asa preliminary step towards the-
introduction of mother tongue as medium,
of instruction in the schools the Jammu
and Kashmir Government have decided
that education in first and second.
primary classes be imparted in Kashmiri,
Dogri and Ladakhi as the case may be:
1t was disclosed by the Prime Minister,,
Sheikh Abdullah, while: addressing a
convention of school teachers here om-
Dec. 4. i .

Reaffirrning the policy of his Gov.
ernment that the minimum monthly .
salary of a State employee should not
be less than Ras. 100, Sheikh Abdullah
assured the teachers that steps would
be taken to improve their lot as soon as
the financial conditions of the State
allowed it. -

e —

TRAVANCORE

SCHOOL TEXT-BOOKS IN
TRAVANCORE

Government have deocided to take-
over the publication of text-books for
sohools in the State as they are of opinion
that the existing system of prescribing
textbooks is not working satisfactorily.

Government have, therefore i
tuted a Committee for the pu;ng:s’gi
drafting a scheme for purchasing copy.
rights of suitable selected books in exig~

tance and for preparatio 0 es
of new books.p. paration or compilation



PUBLIC OPINION

Memorandum Presented to

The Members of the Constituent Assembly
New Delhi

The constituent Assembly of India
is called upon to declare what the
common language of the Indian Union
will be. Undoubtedly, it is a matter
of considerable importance for, although
language is an ever.changing, ever.
developing instrument of society, the
choice of the Assembly will give a strong
impulse to the propagation and growth
of the language of its choice.

The alternatives before the Assem-
bly are limited. They have t3 make a
selection of ocne among the three forms
or styles of what from the point of view
of the Seience of Philology is one langu-
age. The forms are known by the
names of Hindi, Urdu and Hindustani.
All the three are identical so far as their
fundamental cbaracteristice are conce-
rmed. They have the same phonetic
system and the same grammar. In
vooabulary there is a great deal which is
common. In fact, in ordinary speech

. for purposes of daily intercourse there
is hardly any appreciable difference
between them.

The differences appear when they
are used for literary and scientific
purposes. Hindi tends tu rely exclu-
gively on Sanskrit for its diction; it
prefers Sanskrit originals (fatsama  to
. their modified cu rent forms (fadbhava).
It takes loans only from Sanskrit., It
: derives words and makes compounds in
aocordance with the rules of Sanskrit
g}ammar. Urdu on the other hand
. prefers Persian and_Arabic for similar
purposes.

The Case Of Hindustani

The case of Hindustani is diffirent.
It desires to be all-inclusive. Words
. 'which have passed into the common
« gpeech whether they belonged orginally
“ to Sanskrit, Arabio, Persian, Modern
“Buropean, Indiau or Asian languages

_ake totained. No atterapt is made to

syeverf to original forms in order to

;f;”gleue the learned.

-
Lo
3‘}««;»
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Hindustani like English and other
progressive languages is not afraid of
borrowing from other languages. But,
again litke English and similar self-
regpecting languages, it endeavours not
to submit to the phonctic systems and
grammatical rules of the languages from
which it borrows. Hindustani is the
language of the people and is proud of
this fact. It is rvacy of the soil and
shuns the jargon of the learned. Tt is
sufficiently supple and resourceful to
serve as a fit vehicle of the highest,
snbtlest and profoundest thought and
therefore as  the most  appropriate
medium for national aflairs,

Mahatma Gandhi and other leaders
have deliberately chosen for our people
the ideal of a secular, democratic State.
Such a State must be founded upon a
secular democratic society. A secular
democratic society is one which refuses
to recognize differences based wupon
creed, caste or race, It is all-inclusive
and gives equal opportunity of self-
relization to all its individuals and
groups. The institutions of such a
society must necessarily avoid exclu-
siveness and one-sidedness. Hindustani
fulfils these requirements in an ample
measure and deserves to be chosen as
the instrument of expression of thought
and feeling of a sccular democratio
State.

Tradition of Tolerance

The one outstanding feature of the
Indian civilization throughout the, ages
has been its power to assimilate differ-
ences and to czeate unity out of diversity.

It wil be in accordance with our -

traditions of tolerance and large - hearted-
ness if Hindustani, which harmonizes
elements drawn from different groups
and oultures, is adopted by the Consti-

tuent Assembly. o
It is necessary to make it quite clear

80 that no misunderstanding may remain.

that Hindustani is not Urdu, por does

PUBLIO

the advoeacy of Hindustani carry with
it an open or hidden design to foist Urdu
upon the country. The leanings of
Urdua on foreign elements place it out
of court and make it unacceptable as a
national language,

Our regret is that wmodern Hindi
departs from the traditions of its pre.
cursors Braj Bhasha and Avadhi. The
immortal Tulsidas, in the words of
Kabir, preferred the living {flowing
stream of the spoken tonguc (bhasha
to the standing waters of the well of
Sanskrit. Unfortunately the prota-
gonists of Hindi have reversed the
process. In our judgmeut, this re-
versal is harmful both philologically
ag well as socially, A living language
is being provided with a narrow iron
waistcoat  which is  bound to inter-
fere with its growth, and a people’s
simple sweet language is being converted
into the language of an exclusive though
learned coterie,

Receptive to Influences

Hindustani avoids these tendencies.
-1t keeps true to its simple rules and is
“proud of its rich system of sounds. Its
arms are open to all incomers, Sanskrit
as well as English, Dravidian and
Persian, in fact from all directions,
Only it wants them to shed their alien
habit and wear the clothes indigenous to
it, Ttis natural that Gandhiji, whose
heart knew no exclusiveness and who
identified himself completely with the
people, should have become the most
ardent advocate of HinJustani,

It is necessary to say a word about
script. There is no doubt that Nagari
with its variants is the most popular
and the most widespread writing of

“India, [t deserves to be recognized as
the prineipal national script  of our
country, and every. educated Indian
Irrespective of creed or caste should
know it, But India is a vast country
and it has many scripts. Among them
~the Urdu soript has olaims based on
social and historical reasons which nepd
special recognition. Hindustani has for
| enturies been written in Nagari ang
I{rdu cha,rac.ters and today these soripts
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are known and practised all over India'
wherever Hindustani is spoken,

1t is in the fitness of things that
Urdu should be recognized as a second
seript for Hindustani. This will help
in the growth, propagation and popula.
rization of Hindustani in  the widest
circles. Besides considering that in Asia
we are ondeavouring to bind the peoples
of this great contirent together in bonds
of mutual ass’stance and friendlinesg
it will be a distinct advantage if the
Urdu script which is in use in a great
many Asiatic countries from East Indies
to Egypt is given .a recognized place in
India. Many of us and especially those
who agree with Mahatma Gandhj whole.
heu'rtedly will, of course, learn both the
soripts and thus enable themselves
to serve the cause of unity and harmony,

The Principal Script

We are, therefore, of opinion thag
Nagari should be declared the principal
seript of India, so that when English s
eliminated all adnrinistrative work .a¢
the Centre will be carried on in +tha
Hindustani language, written in Nagani
characters. But publications cf Govern.
ment notices, decrees, orders, proclamgp..
tions, laws, gazettes etc., will be made
in Urdu script also, and it will be open
to any citizen to submit to Government
documents, memoranda, applications eta.,
written in Urdu script and to expect
replies written in Urdu script. Central:
Government servants and teachers will
be expected to know Hindustanj and
bIOtlL its gcripts, and offices will have.
clerks and assistants w
e nd ; ho can read and

We must make it olear _that we
advocate the adoption of Hindustani
a8 the National Language of India,
or the language ' of inter-provinecia}
Intercourse, . or the language of the
Indian  Union.  Hindustan; cannot
take the place of the languages which

are spoken in the wvarious

India or are used by large Psaelt‘)t:ioﬁ
of our contrymen. It is the right of
these languages to develop and
employed as media of instruction u

to the highest stages and of a&miniap |

iContinued on pege 216
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PLAN FOR EDUCATION hy F. G.
Pearce. ‘Oxford University Press,
Pp. 80, 1948, Price Rs 3/~

Nearly five years ago the Central
Advisory Board of Education for
India prepared a ryeport popularly
known ag the Sargent Committee Re-
port laying down a broad and
comprehensive plan for educating the

s

LV VN

- four hundred millions of people living

in the country. It reccived an eages
welcome at the hands of ail sections
and was regarded as an epoch-making
educational document. It was also
subjected to criticismn in several quar-
ters and quite naturalle, In this
book Mr Pearce with his thirty years
experience as an educationist gives a
descriptive and critical commentary on
the Sargent Report bringing out all
ite salient features and answering
several of the criticisms that have
been directed against it. He has
made it clear that though the Sargent
plan was prepared before .I.qdian
became independent, its conclusions
have a permanent value and deserve
to be put into effect in the free Tndia
of today. According to him its greaf

- value lies in its being like a book of

reference, a guide book and an eney-
clopedia of statistical and other valu-
able information.

Mr. Pearce’s book has three
great merits abou' it. The facts,
arguments and conclusions found ia
Sargent’s report are attractively
presented by him. He has made the
#abject highly interesting to the
.reading public, 1n the second place
~hé has included in his book & number
of  Hlustrations and graphionl repre-
ssgubations. prepared by C. H. G.
‘Moorhouse.. In_ the: third, place he

has carefully gone through all the
criticiems made against the Sargent
Report and answered them in a con-
vincing manner. For a correct under-'
standing of educational developments
in India of to-day and io near future
Mr. Pearce’s Plan is of inestimable
value.

EDUCATION [N INDIA—by K.S.
Vakil, Published by T. C. K. Jour-
nals and Publications Titd, Luck-
now, 194% pp. 231, Price Rs. 6.

In many of the Training Colleges
in [ndia the subject of the History of
Kducation has to be studied and there
are very few books fit for being }Jsefl
by teachers under training. It 13
with a view to fill this gap that Mr.
K.S. Vakil has written this book.
After surveying in brief outline the
educational system in Ancient {ndia
and in Muslim India he dwells at
great length on the history of educa~
tion during the davs of the British
Rule. The services vendered by
Christian Missions in early days, the
attention paid to educational work by
the Kast India Cowmpany, the great
controversy between the Anglicists
and the Oricntaliats, the steady
though slow progress in all stages
and categories of education under the
rule of the Crown are all described
fairly fully. Bxtracts are given from
the original documents themselves.
There is also a summary of the cor-
clusions of tha Sargent Report. ‘The
book would have been of greater
value if more space had been devot-
ed to the exposition of Mahatma
Gandhi’s Schemes of Basic Education.
All the same it will prove to be con-
siderable utility to students of the
training colleges as well as to t‘,he
general public interested in Indiar
Eduocational History. .

CORRESPONDENCE

‘The Headmasters’ Associa-
tion, Madras
Sir,

The following resolutions were
adopted by the Headmasters’ Associa-
tion at their meeting held on Saturday
11 th December 48 at the Presidency
High School for Girls, Egmore with
Mr. K. Kuruvilla Jacob, President, in
the chair.

Visual Education Association for
Madras City

“This Association of the Head-
masters of Madras City recommends
the formation of a visual Education
Aesociation for the City of Madras
with the City Schools as members. It
appoints a sub-committee (with powers
to co-opt others) consisting of the
President, the Sectetary of the Asso-
ciation and Mr. P. Doraikannu Muda-
liar, President of Madras Teachers’

Guild, to take steps for forming such
an Association”

(Continued from pago 213)

tration, and the acceptance of Hindus-
tani as the language of the Union

does not imply any infringement of this
right.

We, therefore, appeal to the mem-
bers of the Constituent Assembly to
consider  dispassionately what we
have urged above, and give their

:uppo?h ';ol the ‘recognition of Hindus.
anl—ihe language of the people— s
explained in the o o

precedi

as the National Langua,g:an%f p%;z%:avgi;,
Nagari as the principal and Urdu as the
second script.

KAKA KAL ELKAR,

M. SATYANARAYAN,

RAMESHWARI NEHRU,

SUNDARLAL.

(Members of the Committee ap-

pointed by the Hindustani
Sabha, Wardha), ant Prachar

—Harijan Nov, 28.

Exempting Visual Aids from
Import Duty
“This Association requests the
Government of India to exempt from
import duties, all appliances and .
materials used for visual Education.
in Schools and Colleges like film and

filmstrip projectors, epediascopes, edu- 5
cational shorts, etc”. cot

House Rent Allowance to L
Teachers , L

The Association resolves to
request the Government to approve.-
for purposes of grant the House Rent:
Allowance at Government rates if any
of the Managements are paying the..
same to their staff. S

Religious Educalion

“In the light of the decision of
the Coustituent Assembly that there
should be no religious instruction
Schools wholly aided by the stat
the Association passed the following’
resolution. Cod

“The Association reocognises t
need for a conscience clause for religio
teaching in Educational Instituti
But the Association would state <th§§‘«i‘
a study of the lives and teachingsof:
the great saints of the world can onltjj.:}
do good to the pupils. While young:
children should be protected against:
any unfair or unjust pressure for:
changing from one religious communix
ty to another, schools should not b’
deprived of the benefits that will
accrue from teaching those éternal.

truths which are acceptable to. glf
religions. ¥

L

“The Association therefore suge
gests that the Department of Edus
cation should invite the scholars of
various denominations to submif
selections of stories and teachingg
from their respective sacred books and
literature which in their opinion will
be of undoubted benefit to all. These
worke may be compiled and published
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separately as suitable for use in
schools as the basis of moral in-
straction. ”’

Training of Teachers

This association would emphasise
that the University should recognise
the teachers’ training as a professio-
nal training and as such the staff of
the training colleges should have

> besides professional qualification, good
teaching experience in schools. The
lecturers should be required to have
olose contact with High School work
by being in charge of classes. The
Association also recommends the close
association of experienced teaclers
and beadmasters of schools with the
work of training colleges so as to
vitalise the work in the training
colleges and provide it with a realistic
background. This will also be an in-
centive to teachers and Headmasters
of High Schools to keep up-to-date
in educational theory aud practice’.

Retirement age of Teachers

The Association discussed the
pros and cons of raising the age of
retirement of teachers and decided

- to defer the decision to a later date.

With a vote of thanks fo the host
and the President the meeting
terminated.

Madras, K. Hanomanrina Rao,
17-12-48 } Hon. Secretary.

————

Chittoor Teachers’
Refresher Camp

In the idyllic woodlands of the
B. 8. Kannan High School in between
two roads, the camp opened at 6-30
AM. on 10th December with a general
“assembly of 92 campers, including Sri
O, Raghunathan, District Eduoational
Officer, as camp chief #&Tte
ssluation the procepfifigs “fom
it A. s. Venk _.v:
~'wéloomed the gahie
’om.‘sriﬂ. R&g y

@ fus achieve some-

Mhan, in his inaugu-

thing by making education activity-
centred. Sri A. S, Venkatraman, the
convener in initiating the talk on “Cit;.
zenship Training and Social Studies”
described the ‘I know everything *
behavisur as unsocial and learning as
& soclal co-Operative venture. * Qsti-
zenship Troming and Social Studies
corresponded to the body and brain of
hunmanity. Sri K. Nate-a Aiyar open-
ed a talk on ianguagss i. e. the Regio-
nal langunages, Hindi, bifurcatec

courses, mathematics and sciences

Then followed a discussion or. ¢ Citr '
zenship Trairing.”

The whole of the afternoor
session was taken up with an explana-
tion and classification of social studies
syllabuses by the camp chief.

After lunch a short piaylet on
The importance of the wvote composed
by Sri Sundarachari was enacted by
the Board High School girls. Next
Sri A. 8. Veckatraman spoke on con-
tour maps with special reference to
maps 57 and 579. According to him
the ordinary wall-maps were mere
conventional symbols while the
contour map was a reality. At night
there was a movie show on the
Panama canal and other subjeotg
managed and run by Mrs. Zwemer.

On 11-12-48 the campers first
paid a visit to the craft seciioa of the
B. Z. High School. Discussions on lan-
guages, science and Mathematies
followed in which several took part.
Then S8ri A.S. Venkataraman spoks on
‘The evaluatim of skills and behaviours’
with the aid of charts prepared for the
occasion. The talk was supplemented
by the District KEducational officer,
Chittoor, The evening session was
devoted to a discussion of Drawing,
music and dancing.

The concluding session comprised
entertainments by squads, eto.

A. S. VENKATARAMAN,
Convener,
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