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THE ROLE OF THE HEADMASTER

Prof. K. G. SATYIDAIN

Educational Adviser to Bombay Govirnient

Book 1I: 0-12-0; |

with about 1,600 words of common use, short, easy, P '

HE performance of an engineer,

a scientist or a craftsman can be

tested with a reasonable degree of
confidence and, if they have shirked
their work or done it in a slip shod
manner, thereis a good chance of
detecting their lapses immediately.
But the finest resvlts of education
are intangible ones and they do not
lend themselves to such objective
testing. The integrity of a child’s atti-
tude to work, his social sensitiveness,
his awareness of moral values, his
capacity for leadership and discip-
lined effort —these cannot be weighed
on any mechanical scale. You can-
not, therefore, possibly ensure that
teachers will give the best of them-
selves to their children except by
creating a spirit and atmosphere of
comradeship which may evoke all
that is really worth while in them.
Under any authoritarian regime
where the basis of relationship is fear
of one sort or another, it is often
possible to get certain routine things
done efficiently. But, under such
conditions, it is impossible to bring
into true rapport the best elements
in the personality of the teacher with
those in the child’s and thus educa-
tion loses its greatest formative in-
fluence. 1 know that many admi-
nistrators think—and in that term I in-
clude the headmusters also | --thut the
proper way to get work out of at
Jeast & majority of their teachers is
by playingthe martinet, ike Havaldar
supervising the drill of recruits! But
I submit that they are wrong. They
have not tried the other way which is

# Inagural Address Delivered by Mr.K.G
Saiyidain, at the Conference of 'The
Bombay Headmastera’ Association at
Sholapur—256-—12—1948,

not the soft way but an exacting way,
calling for great tact and wisdom and
understanding.  Any fool of a teacher
if I may be pardoned that please—
can cow down a clasy of children into
mechanical discipline—it takes a
teacher of imagination and sympa-
thetic ingight to bring up ohildren in
an atmosphere of well ordered self-
discipline. Similarly, any fool of &
headmaster—if you will forgive me
that expression— who suffers from an
inferiority complex can, mataphor-
ically speaking, wield the ‘big stick’
over his staff and make them carry
out orders, but it takes a gifted and
a humane headmaster, who is sure of
himself and consequently able to ree-
pect the individuality of others, to
treat his teachers on a footing of
human equality and yet retain the
pesition of educational leadership.
May I share with you what [ have
come to regard as an acid test of a
man’s real quality? A really great
man---that is, a man with a great
heart~ effortlessly raises up all those

with whom he comes into contacst; he:

makes them feel their posgibilities for
goodnessand greatness. The sma!l man,
however high-his worldly position, tries
to belittle others in order to feel sscure
and self-complacent, To my mind,
a good Head Master is one who can
inspire and enthuse his colleagues
without dominating over them like &
harsh task master. 1f you will, there-
fore, allow me to offer you a word of
advice, I would say: “Try and bring
about a total revolution in the rela.
tionship which exists between Head

Masters and teachers and place it on-

a footing of human equality.” When I
say su, I do not mean to suggest that
there are no schools where this rela.

*
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tionship exists—in fact, it is precisely
because I haveseen such schosls that &
can confideutly commend this relation-
ship to you. I have reen sehools whers
Head Masters treat their teachers as
friends and  comrades, where they
attribute all th.t iy good to them an:d
disclaim any credit for themsclves,
where they go out of their way to
share their personal troubles, anxieties
and problems and wounld net rest till
they hava done all they can to bLelp
them........ And ! have seen schoo's
where the Head Musters has about
sueh concern for his staff as the fo.e-
raan in a factery Las for the labourers
working under him. Perhaps, it wiii
not be unfair to say that this type is
in the majority. If we are to set our
house right and to lay the foundations
of & new educational order, we will
bave to change this state of affairs
and make a bold bid to win their con-
fidence, their good will and their whale
hearted co-operation. 1 ask for this
human miracle not only in the inte-
rests of teachers and Head Masters,
but because this involves a basic
change of outlook which may tran:-
form the entire educational scene.
At present the admwini trators and
inspecting officers. as well as commit-
tees of management often play the
*“ big boss’” over Head Masters deny-
ing them the courtesy and respect
which is their due; the Head Masters
in their turn ““ get it out *’ of the tea-
chets and the teachers ultimately
venge themselves, consciously or un-
consciously, on their ohildren. And
sinoe the childron cannot hit back,
they often develop ugly complexes
which create problems for teachers in
schools and the parents at home and
later for socicty when thoy grow up.
For, they too must perpetuate, when
they can, this sorry authoritarian tradi-
tion to which they had been subjected
in their childhood and youth. Truly a

vicious eircle, this ! 1 plead for the re-

placement of this authoritarian cycle by
a humanized and democratic adminis-
tration and, since I am addressing my-
scit at the momwent to the Head
Masters, 1 do not propose to discuss
what others can do about it but to
appeal to you to lreak this vioious
circle and throw open your hearts and
your minds to this revolutionary
change. I arsure you that the change
will bo traly revolutionary. There are
nore things and more possibilities in
the heart of man and in his creatively
released individuality than in both
earth and h.aven put together, and
if you only Knew the art of evoking
there possibilities in your teachers and
they knew the art of doing so in their
children, what is there that ocould not
be achicved ¥ This is neither an idle
dream wor an impossible claim. In
hundreds of good schools all over the
world where the springs of creative
energy and human decency have been
released through love and sympathy
and comradeship—guided of course by
intelligence—the results have been
truly amazing. Tn the fields of know-
ledge, science, social service, art, musie
and self-expression generally, children
have done things which the orthodox
routine bound teacher would have
regarded as impossible. I would ask
you not to generalize about the possi-
bility of what can be done on the
basis of your past experience because
that was overcast by the sense of
futility which obsesses all activities
carried on in an atmosphere of politi«
cal and mental slavery. Get rid of
the paralysing idea that in this country
“nothing can be done”, If we could
attain the political freedom of four
hundred million people through an
almost bloodless revolution, is there
any reason in the nature of things
why we cannot build a better eda-
cational edifice. It is, no doubt, work

- of & different nature but surely no

one will seriously contend that it is
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more difficult or ambitious. Remember
that defeatism is one of the main
causes of defeat and nothing succeeds
like the determination to success. 1f
we bring the same persistence ~and
will power and the samo spirit of
idealism and sacrifice to bvar upon
this task we can surely refashion our
educational system satisfactorily.

I do not propose (and cannot
possibly hope) to survey the w_'hole
field of education. 1t would neither
be possible nor proper to do so. I
would, therefore, corfino wyself, it 1
may, to pointing out briefly for your
consideration some of the prominet
land marks round you because they
must determine your educational
pattern and it is in their setting that
you have to organize your work.
There are two forces that have heen
operating powerfully ou education
through out the world durirg this
century and though their impact on
India has been somewhat limited in
the past, they must be taken into
account in all schemes of educational
reconstruction. On the omne hand
there has been a growing movement
for the last fifty years which l‘m's
stressed the ideas of freedom, indivi-
duality, self-expression and the release
of children’s creative impulses. This
was in the nature of a protest against
the rigid, repressive and stereotyped
education which dominated all schools
and, under the generio title of “New
Eduoation” it developed rapidly and
spread its influence in all countries
particularly after the first world war.
A couple of decades later, when demo-
oracy had to face the totalitarian
challenge and its claim to greater
efficiency and success as a way of life,
the social aspect of education was
foroed to the front. Democracy had
to justify itself not only on ethical
and moral grounds but also as a prac-
tioable and effective pattern of social

- snd politioal organization and schools

were confronted with the imperative
problem of educating ‘the social
individual’ that is, a person whose
fully developed individuality will be
responsive to the values of freedom
and at the same time properly integra-
ted with the general pattern of com-
munity life, both able and willing to
diseliargs the responsibilities of good
citizenship. The history of education
in tho Western World in recent deoa-
des has been the story of the action
and the reaction, the advance and
rotreat, the conflict and the synthesis
of these two forces. I refer to it in
order to point out that in India to-day
we are feeling the impact of these
two forces simultaneously and this
gives our educational situation its
special significance and poignancy.
Our schools in the past have been
dominated by limited objectives,
rigid methods of teaoching and disoi-
pline and by a narrow and
formalized curriculum. They have
gent out scholars whose minds are
unawakened and personalities wun-
developed, who have not experienced
the thrill of self expression through
free activity, They have generally
relied on repressive methods of learn-
ing and discipline and have been
dominated by that most immoral of
all sentiments, IFear and thus they
have done incalculable damage to the
nature of children and the possibi-
lity of their normal growth and the
svoner they are transformed or swept
aside the better. If our schools are
to become genuine educational centres
it i3 esgential to breathe into them
the true spirit of freedom, releasing
their methods and curricula as well as
objectives and purposes from bondage
to wrong traditions.

That is, however, ouly one side
of the picture. Under any ocircumss
tances and,. any socio-political set-up,
schools should devote themselves to
the free development of the studenty’ .
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powers and capacities. During the last
two decades enlightened educational
opinion and better schools in india
have been actually devoting considera-
ble attention to this point. But a naw
and assertive factor has re-aitly
entered into the situation as a vesuit
of the attainment of freedom by our
country and the attempt that wo are
making to establish in it a secular and
democratic state wedded to the ideal
of social justice. To educate a prople
to be worthy of this great cuuicepg

- and great responeibility is, in ali cog-

neience, a very diffienlt tas ., RBat
when it is viewed against the baoke
ground of the recent and the romaotne
past, its difficulties stand ocut wiyy
disconcerting clarity, Weo have to

.train people in democratic wayvs and

attitudes after centurics of autaeratio
rule of which the fast 160 years were
a period of foreign domination. Daring
this period, the forcign Government
was not interested in cultivating in
our people the qualities of the free
men; all its various agencies, ineluding
education, were concerned  with
turning out a pliable and  docile
type who will accept the status

unquestionably and adjusts  itself

as & willing instrument to work a
superimposed system. 1t is true that
the inscrutable laws and forces that
operate in the minds of men produced,
under this very regime, men and
women who valued freedom above
every thing else and who hankered
after it with a devotion that the truo
lover reserves for his beloved.
But it is also true that the
majority had tamely accepted their
subservient lot and  developed
anything but the qualities of courage,
initiative, co-operacion and sacrifice
which are needed for the successful
working of democratic institutions.

- S0, mow that Freedom is upon
. us—sudden like the sunshine on a
*  mmmer’s morn—we find ourselves

illequipped for it, intellectually and
morally. Edueation has to step into
this breach o fekiy and effisientiy and,
through s96 '3 and eoviad education
ceittres, build ap a generation cqual
to this great task. % must struggle
against the hangover of the past and
replace a passive by a dynamie, a
selfish by a socially conseivus gutlook.
This i a task which has been attemp-
ted in othor countries and it has
takien wmany decades, sometimes cen-
turies, and is still not complete—
perhaps it will never  be entirely
complete ! In cur  country  and
i thie winged country of phenomenal
speed, wo have to adopt intensive
and coucountrated niethiods to achieve
quicker resuits.

There is, lowever, another factor
in our case which complicates our
transition from political subjection to
freedoma and from a society based on
statns and hereditory privilege to one
hased on democracy aud justics. It
is the peculiarity of the circumstances
in which the birsh of our freedom has
taken  place—the  pariition of the
country, the riots, the mua-sacres and
bloodshed, the uprooting of millions
of persons from their moorings, both
mors) ana geographical, and the maay
econowmic conscquences of War like
food shortage and inflation . which
has made life one lonz drawn out
trial for the common people. Under
normal circumstanoes,  the long
cheriched attainment of freedom
would  have roleased great springs
of creative and co-operative energy
and the people would have risen
up in all their newly found and

newly tested strength to build -

their country into a great power.
But under existing ecircumstances,
even the fruits of freedom taste
bitter and, instead of the joy of
success, many people are experiencing
depression or oyniocism and despair.
Eduoation has to take upon itgelf
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with the exacting and onerous task of
healing the many wounds of spirit
that theso tragio cvents bave inflicted,
to re-iink tho loyalty of our minds
and hearts to our cherished idenls,
to re-kindle the hope of better lifo
and to give tireld and disspirited men
and women the desire, the determi-
nation and the capacity to struggle
for this better lifa. Tt has to fight
against the communal and sectayian
madness which has been fanned into
a flame by recent happenings; it has
to counteract tha provincial, regional
and parochial separatism which has
raised its ugly head and it has,
above all, to inculeate the qualities
of tolerence, charity, kindlincss on
which respect for human life and
hurcan personality depends. if ib
fails to visualize its task in theese
terms - and that rmeans if we and
thousands like us fail to do so-—edu-
oation will be foredoomed to futility.

I have no doubt all of you are
anxious to improve the quality of
teaching and training in your scheols
and to make them play a worthy role
in the rebuilding of our national life.
For this purpose, you will have to do
many things, which I cannot possibly
enumerate hore, but L would suggest
that you do them within the context
of the forces and the values to which
I have referred. Draw your teachers
into active fellowship, call them into
frequent conference, place before
them the facts as you see them and
the values as you visualize them, ask
'for their comments and criticism and
then say to them something like this:

“friends, we are engaged in
doing educational work at a very
crucial period in the history of our
country and the history of the
World. It is, no doubt, beset by
great difficulties—including the eco-
nomic difficulties and handicaps
under which we have to labour—

an adventure of the spirit fraught
with infinite possibilities. Qur country,
harassed by many obstinate and heart
rending problems and our world,
obsessed with isery and war and
destruotion and the menace of the
Atom Bomb, have no protection
against these dangers and no hope
against the onslaught of the forces of
evil except what we can do through
education—through our own feeble
but sincore efforts, with our weak but
unwavering hands to restore the world
to sanity and reason and the joy of
creative, peaceful work, This battle
has to be fought in every home and
every school and within the heart and
soul of every growing child and youth.
It has to be fought against the Devil
who sits at his counter buying human .
souls with his dirty but unlimited -
coing—coins of fear and greed and
prejudice and the lust for power and
the love of pleasure. We must strive
to make these coins appear worthless
in the eyes of our children so that
when they grow up they will be able
to distinguish between gold and tinsel,
so that, when the testing time comes,
their values will be right: they will
have learnt to prefer co-operative
effort to self seeking competition, the
joy of creative work to possessive -
happiness, the quality of charity to -
domination, the virtue of tolerance to °
fanaticism "......If you can make
yourself and your colleagues believe -
in the essential 7ighiness of this aftis
tude and this point of view, it will -
surely not solve all your problems but
it will ensure that you will be seeking "
their solution in the right direction,
You will have to read and disouss and
think and try out new experiments—s -
and how few of us, alas, do tha$!
You will not only have to add to your -
koowledge but to reorient your life jn-

the light of these values amd thus-
enrieh your own personality whiok is,0



EVALUATION OF SKILLS *

Sri A, S, VENKATARAMAN, BA, LT,

|F you ask any parent why ho sonds
his boy to a school, he will readily

answer, “[ am sending him to the
school because it seeks to develop cha-
racter, sbhility to think correctly, soci-
al responsibiiity, good huealth habits,
readiness for earning a living, kLuow-
ledge of certain facts, mastery of
certain skills,”

In practice, remewbering know-
ledge and practising techinicue for the
examinations have beoome  tho
purpose of eduoation both for pnpils
and teachers. Qursis an  examinoe-
tion-ridden system. Tt is the exyuii-
nation that determines the candidate’s
fate, shapes the teachor’s class-room
work, makes or mare his or her school
reputation, dominates the school acti-
vity and decides the school efficiency.

And yet what does it test? How
does 1t test? And with what result ¢

“&1 Continued from precseding puage.

asget. Thus, taking your colleagues
by the hand, as it were, as partners
in a great human adventure, you
may be able, with patience and cou-
rage and intelligence, to transform
your schools into free and co opera-
tive communities of youth where
their individuality will not be re-
pressed but released and where they
will learn, through experience of
fellowship, that individuality achieves
its perfection not in isolation or ex-
ploitation of others but in service and
co-operation for worthy ends. The
road to that goal is long and arduous
and uphill but the sooner we start
‘moving towards it the better. Time
moves ahead relentiessly and Nemesis

 does not wait. May it be given to

you, in this Conference, to set the
_ caravan going on this pilgrimage !

Fov whoze bonofib? Theso are ques
aticng snswers to which have to be
suught,  Ths more we think of them,
the mnore melincholy do we feel about
them.  Jf a puass in an examination is
vhe be all and end-all of lifo, then it
mit be secured at any cost. There
may bo 1o short cuts to learning but
there are short cuts to passes. It is a
meiancioly right to behold lots of pupils
and adulis undertaking pilgrim tours
net to pluces of  interest and import-
ance bul to oxaminer’s residences,  If
the percentage of passes is poor, it may
bo raised. Passes then are faked.
When passes are faked, what is the
inplication ¥ Marks may be added, the
porcentage may be raised. Marks are
only figures, 32 is as good as 35. Some-
times 29 can become 35 if the percen-
tage of passes has to be inocreased
theraby.

The irony of it is that way lies
truth.  What do marks mean ? They
are ot & blessing to whom they are
rewarded nor to those by whom they
are awarded. Far from revealing the
candidate’s abilities or skills they
cleverly hLide them. They tell us
little about thinking, less about
goclal eensitivity and indifferently
about the pupil's {itness for the Uni-
vergity course and least of all for
anything else. Though 50% every
year are declared eligible for the Uni-~
versity, how many of them are really
fit, one wonders, For want of some-
thing elso they go to the University,
and tor want of a better occupation
after their taking their degree, they
enter the Law College.

Unfit candidates are driven to.

the University course and are driven

* Lecture delivered by the contributor at the

Chittoor Reigeshor camp, on 10th and

11th Dac, 1948
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out as graduates sooner or latter.
Colleges have to be opened in many
centres and oandidates seek permi-
gsion to sit for the examination by
sheer efflux of time without effort.
Politics is in their minds and they are
possessed ! Politics will serve them to
seek admission, to seck selection and
seek passes. From the beginning to end
politics helps them and they are safe
in the hands of their friendly politi-
cians. These are facts few will deny.
What are they due to ? They are the
result of marks. What are they use-
ful for? Not for revealing facts but
for hiding them.

Psychologically too they are no
good. They test, not comprehension
but knowledge. They test not un-
derstanding but mere memory work.
They test not skill but mere factual
information\ and faotual accumu-
lation,

Here it is of interest to refer to
what is happening elsewhere, particu-
larly in America where educational
experiments and researches are be-
coming more and more common,
Some thirty Secondary Schools joined
together and secured the co-operation
of Universities and Colleges. They
found their ways to improve their
service to the nation and its youth,
That co-operation agreed to waive
prescribed entrance requirements for
30 Schools or School Systems. The
sohools were free.in theory and prac-
tioe to provide experiences appropriate
to individual, and group needs and to
make & fresh study of the nceds of
youth in & democratic soociety. Their
attempts resulted in the greatest
period of growth in each school
history.

In the words of W. W. Charters,
Professor of Education, Ohio State
University, ‘‘ Historians will undoubt-

" edly describe the first half of this

ceptury as the era in which eduoation

swing the course of its objectives from
the mastery of the subjocts of the
scholars to the cultivation of the abilis
ties and resources ot the individual
child. The reports of the Eight-year
study record an adventure of intelli-
gent eduocators to discover ways of
making this radical reorientation a
praotical reality.”

There are two things to be obe
served here, One is the shifting of
emphasis from subjects to abilities
and resources of the individual childs
The second thing is that the colleges
do not tell the schools what they must
do but the schools have to decide
what they should do. These are two
fundawmental general objectives which
it is good for secondary schools to
seek and achieve,

In practical terms, Secondary
schools are free (or may be declared
free) to plan and chalk out their pro-
gramme of objectives, but what is
more importans, is that their respons
sibility for that very reason becomes
great. To me it seems that their frees
dom is worth seeking and that this
responsibility is worth owning and
exercising. For in this age of freee
dom he who refers to it without a
realisation of its responsibilities talks
only glibly about it and is doing only
what may be called lip service or dige
service to the cause of education.

Apart from the Intelligence tesb
and the Achievement Iests (which
measure only the amount of informas
tion remembered by students or the
mere specific subject skills) there was
need to help students achieve several
additional qualities such as more effece
tive study skills, more careful ways of
thinking, a wider range of significant
interests, social rather than selfish
attitudes. So the thirty American
schools developed new means of eva-
luating achievement to form a oom-
prehensive programme of appraisal,



- The major tvpes of objectives
are shown telow :—
1. I.Cﬂ'ect‘ive mothods of thinking.
_2. Cultivaiion of useful work-ha-
bits and study skills.
3. Inculcation of social attitudes.

4. Acquisition of a wide range of
significant interests,

6. Development of increased ap-
preciation of musie, art, literature and
other aesthetic experivnces.

+ 6, Development of social
tivity.

7. Development of better-personal.
social adjustment,

sensi-

- 8. Acquisition of important jnfor-
mation.

9. Development of physical health,

10, Development of a consistent
philosophy of life. o

It is of interest to learn how eva-
[uation instiuments were devised to
study and measure the reactions or
more properly speaking, the different
behaviours, as they were called
which included the pupil’s most oam-’
mon behaviour as well as the range of
behaviour under different conditions.

. In the light of the American ex-
eriment, 1 offer a few suggestions
or your consideration :—

1) A group of Schools in a town
may combine and formulaste a few
objectiors against g background of
syllabuses we are having.

2) Then thoy may devise a suita-
ble evaluation instrument.

8) It may be noted that the abi-
lities, reactions or behaviours may be
evaluated and recorded.

4) Numerical symbols need not be
used for purposes of this evaluation.
Certain descriptive terms may be used
_.according to different objectives.

5) Such records may have to be
filled twice a year in a course of six
years, ' ;

EVALUATION OF SKILLY

6) The records may be used to
compllea Behavior Sheet containing
particulars about a pupil,

. ’{) From the Behavior Sheet an
Intimation card may be prepared for
occasional information to the parent.

8) Stulents sceking the University
course as well s others mav be re-
quired to produce a complete card in
placg of any conduct certificate which
as given at present is meaningless.

A Specimen chart or sheet for
eYaluz?,tmg certain prominent beha-
viors is given as an Appendix at the

end of the article (See Appendix A
and appendix B)

1t may be argued that these
records are elaborate and require a
lot of time. Here I wish to sound &
note of caution. ¥or purposes of ex-
periment, a class should not be more
than 33 strong and the number of
periods for a teacher not more than
22 out of 35. Life is getting to be
more complex and a modern student
far.from being a book-worm has to be
trained for life besides being trained
for a living. If that be so, behaviour
developments have to be watched,
studied and encouraged. A boy is to
be trained not only as a self unit to
earn his living, but also as a social
unit, as a civic unit and as some-
thing of a leader in his own way.
Bus not all these aspects are striotly
examinable as things are ordinarily
understood. Still they should be
oapable of being appraised for their
progress and development.

While many skills and traits can.
not be appraised according to conven-
tional standards, still they require to
be noted, diagnosed, directed before
they have to be coriected. Many of
our tests of skill and behaviours have
to be exploratory. They canuot be
adjudged or guillotined. Modern, psy-
chology refuses to recognise any ddll
pupil.  The so-called dullness is only
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another expression for a different kind
of dullvess. The configuration of the
entire self has to be studied. I hold
with Trederick Buck, ¢ There are

sfit Schools, misfit tests and studies,
misfit pedants and pedantry. There
are misfit houses, misfit occupations
and diversions. In fact there are all
kinds and conditions of misfit clothing
for children but in the nature of
things there can be no misfit children.”

As our country grows as a free-
independent power aspiring for a top-
ranking position, new demands are
made on society and the responses
have to be equally great. These have
their own reaction in schools which
form the nursery for the growth of
society. Viewed against this back-
ground, the teacher's task becomes
onerous and heavy.

I am of opinion that of the new
subjects in the Re-organised Scheme,
behaviours in at least two of them
have to be appraised, not in terms of
marks but in terms of the formula
already suggested. The two subjects
may be compared td the hands of a
body. ‘Social studies’ corresponds to
the right hand, ‘Citzenship-training’
corresponds to the lett hand. The
right hand is the band of fellow-ship,
friendship useful to society. The left
band is the hand not of solfishness
but of self-reliance. One enlarges our
vision and out look. The other trains
the individual’s habits. While the
one trains the individual in his deal-
ings with society, the other trains by
mesus of disciplining the self. There
is no one who can afford to negleot his
own self or the society to which he
belongs.

In a domocratic country, no per-
son’s genius, interests or skill can be

forgotten or wasted. They require
to be diagnosed and developed,
Whichever country neglects its geni-
uses, neglects its present and future
as well, It not only wastes the re-
gources available and therefore the
present, but also pledges its future to
bankruptcy and ruin.

Some people may hold that non-
examination subjscts will be looked
d>wo upon and that teachers in
charge of the samse will have the same
treatment. This argument oannot
stand, when we are seeking to mini-
mise the evils of a Public Examina-
tion which sets out to examine an
army of candidates not less than 50
or 60 thousands. In a conflict of
ideas and ideunlogics, one is tempted
to advocate an education without
‘educationists’ on the analogy that ‘the
best politics is polit.cs without poli-
ticians.’ "

This public examioation has
reached its breaking point and shall
collapse like a house of ocards. In .
view of educational developmsnts it
is bound to go. Fcr a time along
with the Public Examination internal
examination results will take into
account the performance in oral and
writtin tests throughout the atudent’s,
career. The record will be elaborate
go a8 to include partioulars of age,
home back-ground, height, weight,
attendance, physical measurements,
mental age, rating in aohievement
tests, School marks, games, reading,
‘extra-ourricular’ aotivities, hobbies,
vacation work, abilities of moral ocon-
duct, |of social conduct. That way
lies the trend of educational events
and endeavours, as any person with an
ordinary vision and understanding
oan see.

————



PROGRESS CHART (Subjects) (Appendix A)

o M. T.
Mother 1 ’ H. G?(;—
—— . ITongue l I*_uglgeh J _Math. | Sei ience | History | graphy.
1. Oral ‘ ‘|
2. Written ' ‘1 ‘
3. Vocabulary (langs.) | |
4. General Interest
8. Grasp (M.H.G.)
6. Ability to apply rules (M,
7. Mental work (M)
8. Practical (8. & G.)
9. Theoretical (S. & (1.) | i i
10.  Scientific mind & approach l l ‘
|
11. Reasoning (H. & G.) ] l |
12. Initials of Masters \ i
(ace. to subject) }
13. Initials of Class Master i ‘ '
APPENDIX B
Behaviour terms in appraisal of abilities
(Read with reference to progress chart)
Nature of Work. Terms.
L Oral Quick Average Slow
2. Written Tutelligent Normal Poor
3.. Vocabulary Above standard Standard Below standard
4, General interest Keen Ordinary Slack
6, Grasp Quick Average Slow
8. Azilllity to apply | Shrewd and quick Ordinary Below mark
€8
7. Menta'l Quick Normal Slow and poor
8. Practical Careful in observing Ordinary Not oareful,
and recording regular
lg, gheoryﬁ Careful Average Slow to fallow
10, Scientific’ mind Very oclear and i i
and approsch y&nalytioan Analytic Not analytio
11. Reasoning Very good Average . Dul}

Selection for Teacher Training
Sri K. NARAYANAN, M. A, L. T,, M. Ed., Delaware (USA)

Secretary, Ramnad Di. Headmasters Association

O prohlem is of greater importance
N today than the problem of the

selection of teachers for training.
The teacher is the major mainspring
to educational activity and as such
success of any scheme of education,
however mightly conceived and work-
ed out, depends on the teacher. Not
infrequently do we find misfits in the
profession, and the entry of misfits
will doubtless torpedo any scheme of
eduocation. Hence greatest care is to be
exercised in the recruitment of teachers.
Very often we find people entering the
profession by sheer force of circum-
stances and that too at the age of
thirty-five or even forty. After getting
themselves trained, they find their
colleagues aged about twentyfive
drawing the same salary as they get
or experienced teachers of their
age getting more than they get.
Naturally they are disgruntled, and
there is no love lost between. An aged
disgruntled teacher is a pocitive
nuisance to educational progress.
Hence it is most necessary that an
age limit for entry into the profession
should be definitely fixed and no
exemption of any kind under whatever
circumstances should be granted.
I would suggest that the age be fixed
at Twentyfive for graduates and
Eighteen for Matriculates.

Candidates of high academio dis-
tinotions and attainments should be
chosen. Only those who have secured
at least a second olass, that is between
50% and 59% should be preferred,irrese-
peotive of caste, creed or community.

Candidates chosen should be of a
robust constitution with a olear voice
and an amicable personality, Both

N psper read at the All-1ndia Educationa:

Confere noe, Mysore, December, 1948,

mentally and physically they should
be strong so that their teaching may
be vitalised and made meaning ful and
real. Physically handicapped such as
the half blind and -the deaf should
not be chosen.

The basis of selection for training
is another point of interest. The tea-
cher candidates shou'd possess an
aptitude for teaching. They should
have an innate love of teaching. How
to gauge this is a very rsat problem.
But this is capable of easy solution.
It should be firmly insisted upon that
every candidate should have put in at
least a year’s teaching experience, and
that the candidate should produce
a oertificate of fitness for the profes-
sion from the Head of t he Institution -
he has served. Before giving the
certificate, the Head of the Insti-
tution should satisfy himself that the
teacher is within the the age limit,
and has physical and mental health,
and above all is likely to prove a good
teacher of very good character.
During this period of teaching expe-
rience, every candidate should be
required to acquaint himself with the
basic principles of education, general
methods of teaching and school
organisation, and to give at least three
model lessons just before the ocertifi-
cate of fitness for the profession is
issued by the Head of the Institution,

Above all the candidates must be
interviewed. At the interview the
mental agility and the personality of
the candidates should be assessed.

Au entrance test, if necessary,
may be held. In this connection it is
very interesting to note what is done:
at Land Niedersachsen in Germany.

One of the most diffionit problems
confronting higher education in-

-
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Germany is the disproportion of
candidates to vacancies. Tor the
teacher training colleges there are 19
applications to every place avuilable.
German educationiats are fuliy awaro
of the key position held by theso
colleges in German reconstruction and
special care is lavished on the entrance
examinations. All applications are first
gifted for political suitability and
eligibility according to entrancs regala-
tions. Those who are eventually suloc-
ted are examined for » day in groups
of ahout 25. First candidates write an
essay on one Of three subjects—ednea-
tional, sociological, or general. Some
character seprching ‘ (uestions mush
also be answered. What profesaion
would you on no account enter, aud
why ? What book or play has made an
impression on you, ar.d why *

Secondly there is a practical
examination in gymnastics, music,
art, and zctivity with children. The
examination in the gym is a typically
German affair. Students are tested
not for individual performance, but
for general agility aud aptitude, They
run round the gym to show their paces
perform any vault they eare 1o name
over the horse, balance oun a bar, and
have the medicine bail to each other.
For music, which is to sort out the
tone deaf and the specially gifted,
they sing a folksong and play on a
musical instrument. This is regarded
as extremely important.

In arts and crafts the students
are left for an hour to show their paces,
Results vary from polished illustra-
tions to grisly outlines in black pencil,
from matchbox villages to New Year
cards in the worst possible taste, The
. examiners look for a mentality likely
to appeal to children and one that
is capable of development. A cithouette
out-out of gnomes, a form of art in
which' Germans excel, was specially
commended by one examiner as “made
with love.” Most interesting is the

activity with children. A candidate
is given half a dozen children, aged
eight or nino ‘years, and must keep
them happy for, in one college, 20
minutes, in another one hour. A com-
promise of 40 minutes would probably
have been better. The German
tandency to sing naturally helps to
pass  the time. Games, painting,
reading, folding paper, and story-
telling are among the most popular
pastimies, The candidate is expected
to be quiet and natural—nct the
schoolmaster or the benevolent uncle.

After the practical examinations
students appear in threes before the
assembled stalf or before two of them.
They are given a theme for discussion
and are told to disenus i% among
themselves. Marksare given for quiok-
ness and intelligence, but above all
for character. Subjects are of general
interest and need not be educational.
““Should pictures be photographic or
artistic? ” ** How far should a teacher
be drainatic 2” “ Should women have
equal rights with men” are typical
rubjects. This pars of the examination
is either pucely discussion awmonz the
gtudents or else the examiuers inter-
ject questions of faot and general
knowiedge.

At 2 combined sitting of the
stoff the candidates are sortod out
on the rosults of tho marking as
suitable for immediate acceptance
unsuvitable and rejected, and for
further interview. Of each group of 25,
probably five are accepted immedi-
ately and half a dozen rejected. Those
selected for further interview are given
half an hour’s talk with one or two
memnbera of the staff who have not
previously tested them. Finally the
600 applicants are whittled down and
the 50 best selected for the college.
India can well adopt this method with
suitable modifications.

All these principles of selection for
teacher-training, — nay effootive

- teachers and Inlia ocan
_glorious future, ‘

o
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Government’s Educational Publicity
Sri R. SRINIVASA TYENGAR

Headmaster, Sarvajona

BOUT quarter of a century ago,

Dr. Annie Besant wrote, ‘‘ When

India gains her political freedom

may she be wise enough to restore
Freedom to Education and Cuiture,
and once more, the higher honour to
Learning.” Hence the latest move of
the Madras Government tO achiove
publicity of their educational policy
and reforws is not a step in the right
direction. Nothing is more dangerous
to the country than regimentation of
educational opinions. The Govern-

ment seem to opine that their work in

the educational sphere is not appreci-
ated on account of inadequate publi-
city and incorrect accounts of the acti-
vities in the various branches and
aspects of eduwcation appearing in
some newspapers and magazines,

The Government’s educational
policy and work are getting enough of
publicity. The Minister for Eduoca-
tion is strenuously and zealously ac-
tive in making speeches on public plat-
forms and on the air which are fully
reported in the daily press and the
Government’s organ “ Madras Informa-
tion,” which gives in every issue of
it more pages to the Educational port-
folio than to the rest. It is open to
the Government even now to correct
wrong statcments in the press and in
the periodiocals. A separate organisa-

<&} Continued from preceeding page.

precautions, — will certainly ensure
‘that  intending teachers. before
being admitted to Training schoois
or colleges are prima facie likely to
make good. Aoy scheme can be worked
out very successfully with such
have a

High School, Pcelamedu

tion for publicity is not necessary and
will defeat its objective, When Lord
Willingdon was Governor of Madras
and the Non-co-operation movement
was in full swing, a publicity bureau
consisting of some headmasters and
others in Madras City similar to the
one now contomplated was organised
and pamphlets were issued and cirou-
lated to schools; but it was a failure,
In education there have been diffe-
rences of opinion since the days of
Plato ; and theee should be welcome
by the Government.

After all, the Government’s edu.
cational policy is not free from
criticism. The ideology of making
manly, self-reliant, God fearing oiti- .
zers ig ccoepted by all; but the
methods of achieving the objeotive——

may be different and
subject to oriticism. The Govern-
ment’s haviog an open mind to

change or modify their views may be
laudable, but it causes great dislooca-~
tion in the work of schools. No
amount of explanation by the officers of
the Department will be satisfying. A
syllabus for the compulsory study of
Tirukkural was introduced in the
middle of the school year 1947-48;
and « revised syllabus has been introe
duced after the re-opening of the
schools for adoption in 1948-49. In
the schools which were teaching Hindi
in the first three formgFstders were

hght this year fro
3 ¢nwards. English §

taugat from
from this sch
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from the First Form, in accordance
with the recommendations of the
Syndicate of the Madras University %
A syllabus for Engiueering was drawn
up in 1946 for imparting theoretical
and practical instruction  simul
taneously in the fourth form in the
geveral branches of engineering in
four groups of six pupils each; and
equipment list was drawn up for a
unit of six pupils in woodwork, smithy,
electrical-wiring and auto-wmechanics.
But now an entirely different syllabus
for engineering has been communi-
ocated, requiring praotical work in
woodwork in the Fourth Form, fitting
in the Fifth Form, and Electrical
Enpgineering in the Sixth Form; but
the equipment list of 1946 has not
been modified. Advance grants have
been sanctioned for purchase of
equipment detailed in the syllabus.
How the equipment prescribed for a
batch of six pupils is to be used for
the whole class of the maximum 24
pupils in the branch of Engineering
introduced in the fourth form is a
problem. Again, guide books are to
be published before syllabuses are
finalised. Prof. Venkatarangiah’s edi-
torials in ‘Educational India’ on Social
Studies deserve consideration. At
any rate, the suggestion that gocial
studies may begin in the fourth form
after a good grounding in history and
geography is given in the lower forms
geems to offer a happy compromise in
the period of transition. Taking up
larger issues, the Madras Govern-
ment's scheme of basic education
ia not identical with Gandhiji’s scheme
of basio education; and the reasons
for departure have not so far been
explained. There is therefore room
for criticisms of Government’s educa-
tional policy; and it is hoped thab
teachers and the public at large would
“not be asked to take for granted that

the Government’s views on education

Independent opinions on education
should be welcomed, lest totalitarianism
should develop in the sphere of educa-
tion to the detriment of our national
interesta.

Government will do well to en-
courage the few cducational magazines
now running in the province and insist
on each school subsoribing for all of
them, and permib their officers too to
enjoy academic freedom without, of
course, causing embarrassment to the
Government, by contributing articles
to the educational magazines. 1 do
hope that the Government will aban-
don their new move for publicity.

May I conclude with this fitting
observation of 8ir [red Clarks, a
leading authority on educational
sociology in his *The study of educa-
tion in Epgland :

“Tf we conducted our medical and
engineering services and industrial
production in the same way at we
carry on discussiuvns about education,
most patients would die, most bridges
would fall down and most manufactur-
ing concerns would go bankrupt.”
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The Language Controversy

THERE doesn’t seem to be any
end to the Language Contro-

versy that has been going on
in the country for a number of
years and that is now being carried
on with greater intensity—and

. sometimes with greater bitter-
- ness—as the time is fast approa-

ching when final decisions have

wto be taken on the matter. There

is dnly loud thinking everywhere.
Different opinions are being ex-
pressed and no one in authority

 seems to be disposed to take the
- final responsibility for decision.

Hasty decisions of course are to

. be avoided but an indefinite
_ delay in settling the issue and
i the uncertainties which it intro.

ﬁﬂoofsﬁare equally disastrous. A

reference to some of the opinions
expressed recently on the subject
will it is considered serve a use-
ful purpose.

THE issues in the controversy

are of a multifarious charac-
ter and they are not all of them
educational. The first and per-
haps the simplest issue is
whether a common ‘language for
India is necessary. The second is
what are the purposes for which
it is necessary. The third is
what should be that language.
And the fourth is what place
should it have in education in
the several stages—basic, junior
and senior, secondary, collegiate
and Post-Graduate. Differences
of opinion even among responsi-
ble people is found in regard to
all these issues. To these per-
haps a fifth also may have to ba
added.  Assuming that some -
Indian language should replace
English (which is the common
language to-day) what should be
the length of the period of tran.
sition from the present position
to the new one. Should it be five, s
ten or fifteen years, or should
no time limit be fixed ?

N the first issue there is sub-

stantial agreement—perhaps
even unanimity. Sanskrit was
the common language of the
country in ancient and medieval
periods and in recent times Eng-
lish has come to occupy that
position. Kxperience has taught
us the need for having a common -

‘language and the advantages

which it brings. The need has
now become all the greater. Dr,
Rajendraprasad observes thus in,.
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this conpection : ** When comwmu-
nication was difficuls and quick
movement imnossible, the nece-
ssity of a common lanouace was
not so great or easily seen but
modern conditions and means cof
transport and coimunications
have changed the face of things
ro much that it becorwes very
difficult vow 1o keen any part, of
the country aloof [vom any other
part.” Henee  the uced for a

comivion lanunacs,

HERE is acate difference of

opinicit a3 revards the pur-
poses for which a common lan-
guage 1s  neccasary. Broadly
there are two schools of thought,
One schicol of thought is anxicus
to have a common language not
only for central administration
but also for the administration of
the proviuees. Vhose who beloug
to this school wish that the com-
mon language should in future
occupy the same place which
English has been ovenpying for
the last one contury. There is the
other schiool which draws a dis-
* tinction between All-India pur-
poses and provincial purpcses
and which thercfore says that
the common language shonld be
the language of the Union Legis-
lature, Union Administration
and the supreme court, while all
procecdings in  the Provincial
Legislaturcs, the High courts
and the administrative branches
should be carried on in the pro-
vincial langvage or languages.

- Dr. Rajendra Prasad belongs to

the first sachool.  Mr. Justice
Shankar Saran of the Allahabad
High court speaking recently ex-
pressed a similar view stating

that the language to be used in
Courts especially in High Courts
should be that which should
obtain cvery where in the country
although it is difficult to recon-
cile this with another statement
of his in which he said that we
should have a language in courts
intelligible to clients, The Lingu-
istic Provinees Commission which
reported  recently against the
formation of linguistic provinces
like Andhra holds a similar view,
But there are others equally emi-
uent, persons like Dr. Pattabhi
Sectharamiah the President of
the Indian National Congress
who wish to have the provincial
administration carried on thro-
ugh the provincial languages and
have the Common language only
for All.'ndia purposes. Opinion
on this issue is still in a fluid
condition. The majority how-
ever think that the position
taken by Dr. Pattabhi Seethara-
wiah is the correct one and that
it is the only position consistent
with  democratic  government
hased on adult suffrage, If final-
ly it is on the basis of this posi-
tion that decision is taken the
common language will occupy a
less important place in the pub-
lic life of the country and
therefore in the system of edus-
cation than what it will do if it
is used for both the national and
the provincial purposes.

N the third question—what

the common language should

be—there are some differences of

opinion although they are not

acute. Most people who count,
want that Hindustani (or Hindi

88 some prefer to call it) should .

T,
3
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become the language on the
ground that among the eleven
major languages in the country
it is the language spoken by the
largest number of people, the
language most widely known and
understood. In other words it is
the language of the majority and
the majority must be prepared
to accept it. As one leading
paper has put it, ““For non-Hindi
speaking areas to feel jealous be-
cause the Hindi-knowing section
of the population will have an
advantage over them if Hindi
becomes the federal, national
language is to look at the pro-
blem with a . distorted vision,
The adoption of any other langu-
age will impose worse handicaps
on far larger sections of our po-
pulation.” But there are many
others who are not prepared to
accept this without any further
argument. Among them there are
those who think that there is
nothing wrong in continuing to
adopt English as the common
language. They argue that
after all, language is merely a
tool or instrument which has a
certain utility and it is there-
fore on grounds of utility
and not of sentiment that we
ghould choose it when once we
find it necessary to give up the
use of the mother tongue and
when we have to make a choice
as batween other languages.
English has more utility—first
because we have all of us been
accustomed to it for a Century
while the non-Hindi speaking
people in the country—South In.
dians, Maharashtras, Bengalees,

-Gujaratis ete, will bave to learn

Hindi for the first time if it
is made a common language.
Secondly, English also is an
international language. It hLas
a varied literature. Its cultural
value is many many timesgrea.
ter than Hindi. And i¢ is a lan.
guage through which we can
most  effectively express our
ideas in Politics, Economics,
law and every other branch of
human knowledge. Thirdly, as
has been pointed out by Sir A.
Ramaswamy Mudaliar, Presi-
dent of the All-India Educa-
tional conference, ““The time was
when English was locked down
upon as something degrading.
But to-day Knglish is no longer
the language of any ruling class,
and Britain has lost the mono-
poly over if.”” There is there-
fore no reason why it should not
be used as a Common language.
Lastly reference may be made to
those who think of making
Sanskrit the common language
of the Country. Their number
no doubt is small but their point
of view deserves serious congis |
deration. It is an Indian langu-
age and it is as much the langu.
age of the Hindi-speaking as of
the non-Hindi speaking people.
Its adoption does not place any
group of people at a particular
disadvantage or give undeserved
advantage toothers. It is also a
language venerated by almost all
people and its cultural value ‘is
unequalled. 1f freedom includes
freedom to develop the country’s
Culture on the foundations laid
by old tradition Sanskrit de.

serves to become the common
language. There are very many. -
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simplified metheds of learning it.
And if only some «ffort is made
by the lovers of Sanskrit to place
this idea before the public it will
not be a difficalt task to carry
conviction among the public as
to its utility and value as
national language. And there
will be less opposition to its use
even for purpo:cs of provincial
administration. 'The claims of
Sanskrit therefore descrve to be
geriously considered.

F however it ic decided to drop

English and to substitute an
Indian language—I{industani or
Sanskrit-—for it the question
arises as to whecther it can be
done immediately or after some
years. No one thinks that the
change should be made immedi-
ately. The general opinion is
that it should be brought about
slowly and gradually. This may
take even a generation.

WE now come to the last ques-

tion the place of the common
language in education. Here also
we come across acute differences

of opinion especially in respect

of the medium of instruction in
schools and colleges. There is
however something like general
agreement that the mother tongue
should be the medium of instruec-
tion in the junior stage of basic
education. The latest pronoun-
cement on the subjcct is the reso-
. lation passed by the Central
Advisory Board of Education at
its meeting in Allahabad in the
second week of January. It went
even a step further and r:solved
.. that even where the mother-
tongue of any section was diffe-

rent from the regional language
the former should have prefe-
rence as medium of instruction.
Similar views were expressed so
far as the sccondary education
was concerned. It is with regard
to the medium at the University
stage that agrcement is still
wanting. Dr. Rajendra Prasad
is in favour of the common
federal language becoming the
medium at that stage in preference
to provincial languages while
there are the protagonists of the
provincial or regional languages.
There is nothing however to be
objceted to if the Universities
adopted the provincial language
as medium of instruction making
ample provision for the study of
the federal language by all. No
educated man should be ignorant
of the common language what-
ever that language happens to be.
And the knowledge of that langu-
age should be of a high standard.
This is best done by making it a

subject of compulsory study in.

the basit and secondary schools.

HESE are some of the conside-

rations that have to be kept
in mind in settling the contro-
versy regarding common langu-
age. It is to be hoped that the
solution will be an agreed one
and not one which for its imple-

mentation will require the use of

force by Government,.

The Universities in Conference
AT the Quinquennial Confer-

ence of Indian Universities,

held in Decembar in Madras
several matters relating to the
advancement of university edu-
cation were discussed but one
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regrets to find that on some
important issues no definite deci-
sions were taken by it. It is
becoming more or less a common
feature of most conferences to
shirk the responsibility of giving
their considered judgment on the
items included in their agenda
and postpone the taking of deci-
gions to a later date. This
feature characterised the deli-
berations of the Inter-universities
Conference.

ONE of the controversial issues

today is the position of langu-
ages, provincial, federal and
foreign in University courses of
studies. = The Government of
India had requested the confer-
ence to consider in all its bear-
ings the question of the medium
of instruction for higher educa-
tion in Indian universities in the
light of the resolutions issued on
the subject by the Education
Department from time to time.
The matter had been before the
Secretariat of the Conference for
a sufficiently long time and if it
wanted to find out the opinions
of the various Universities in
the country it could have done
this before the Conference met.
But no such thing was done and
what the Conference did was
merely to pass a resolution that
those questions should be
referred in the first instance

to the Universities for

an expression of opinion and the
opinions so obtained should be
referred to the standing Commi-
ttee of the Inter-University
Board. The Conference is not

-likely to meet soon and its final
: decision is to be held up for

another five years unless the
resposibility is thrown on the
smaller body—the Inter Univer-
sity Board. :

HE subject of entrance quali-

fications to Universities which
is also of an wurgent character
especially in view of the in¢ro-
duction of new schemes of se.
condary education in very many
provinces was also left undecided
on the ground that the opinion of
the standing Committee should
be first obtained. It was on the
same lines that the Conference
passed a resolution on the ques-

‘tion of formulating a programme

of University extension work,
The subject of the staffing of
Universities and the terms of
gervice of the teaching staffi—a
matter that is responsible for
much of the dissatisfaction that
prevails among university tea-
chers to-day—was also referred to
the standing committee. The -
consideration of the subject of
regional planning of Universities
and conditions for the establish-
ment of new universities was
deferred. This is rather unfortu-
nate as schemes for the establish-
ment of new regional universities
are already on the anvil of many
provincial governments. '

T was only on certain noncon-

troversial subjects that the
conference passed resolutions of
a decisive character. One reso--
lution requested the Central and
Provincial Governments to aid
the Universities on an increas.
ingly generous scale with grants
for expanding their present acti-
vities and for promoting research-
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in all subjects. By another reso-
lutiou the Conference expressed
its emphatic opinion that the
autonomy and independenes of
Universities receiving  grauts
should not in any way be inter-
fered with. There was acother
resolution which stated that in
inviting applications for posts
under Goverpments and cbher
statutory bodies the degrees of
the Indian Universitics ought to
be given their due valuc and nob
placed in a disadvantageonus posi-
tion in comparison with similar
foreign qualifications.

IT would certainly have been

better if this conference which
meets once in five years had
found it possible to give its opi-
nion and its lead on questions
that are teally agitating the
public mind, Fxperts assem-
bled in conferences should not
regard them merely as sgocial
gatherings for forming new
friendships and renewing cid ones

- but also look at them ascecasions

for carrying out real business.

Quality versus Quanity
THERE is a tendency now a days
-7 for Politicians who  have
become ministers to hurridly put
into effect some fads and vague
 ideas about education without
subjecting them to careful and
“cloge scrutiny. This resultsin the
. ‘sacrifice of quality toquantity. In
Madras and one or two other pro-
. wvinces there is a move for in-
‘stance to reduce the duration of
" “Engineering and Medical courses
by one year. Thisis felt nece-
. geary by the ministers concerned
‘48 it~ would bring about an

increase in the number of. engi-
neers and doctors It is usually
argued that there in a dearth of
trained technical personncl in the
country and the shortening of
the courses is considered to be a
remedy for it.  But these people
forget two things No data are
available to show that more
technically trained people can be
absorbed in the country. No go-
vernment has so far published
any plan fer industrialisation or
promotion of public health and
worked out the number of traini-
ed people required to execute
the plan. Till this is done there
is no point in speaking of a
scarcity of such men. Very
many of the scholars sent abroad
during the last four years
for special training find that
they have no suitable avenues of
employment after their return.
The second thing is that on no
tecount  should  quality  be
sacrified to quantity. Anill-train.
cd engineer or a doctor will be a
source of greater harm than good
to the country, A well-trained
engineer can really do the work
of two or three illtrained ones.
It should not therefore become a
fad to merely go on increasing
the number of trained people by
shortening the duration of
courses, softening examination
tests, admitting candidates into
various courses on communal and
other non educational grounds and
adopting other dubious courses.

T is in this context that one
should welcome the resolutions

passed at the Inter-Universities
Conference stating that the mini~
mum period for the degree coursg,

N’
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in Engineering should be not less
than four years and tnat the
duration of the Law Degree
Course should be a minimum of
two years full time after the
obtaining of a Degree. India’s
Health Minister, Rajkumari
Amrit Kaur while admitting a
shortage of trained medical men
made recently an observation
that to try to solve the difficulty
by turning out half baked medi-
cal parsonnel was to defeat the
very object in view.

T is to be desired that govern-
ments do not embark on mea-
sures which will sacrifice quality
to quantity. This is all the more
necessary in the light of a very
weighty statement made by
Pandit Nehru during his visit
to Bangalore—a centre of scienti-
fic research : ““The output of real
scientific research of fundamental
value at the present time is not
commensurate with the high

_position India occupies in the
- scientific world .........The output

...is very little, and even that
little is not first class. Not much
original work has been done. At
best small bits here and there

‘have been put together.”

—
Highhandedness of
A School Correspondent

" §7T is very painful to note that

even to.day the correspondent
of a High School should be
aoting in a highhanded and arbi.

- trary  manner towards the
;- Headmaster of his school.

R. E. H. Parameswaran M. a.,
L T has been the "Head.
of - Tirthapathi High

QRS P

School, Ambasamudram, Tinne.
velly District for the last eigh. .
teen years during which period -
the school made considerable
progress in all directions. All
inspection reports have spoken
highly of the efforts made by the
Headmaster to organise and im-
prove the school. And in the
latest report (August 1948) there
is the following observation,
“The organising and supervising
work of the Headmaster is good.
Supervision notes are kept. The
Headmaster has organised in
right carnest all activities as
per the re.organised syliabus.”

N spite of this some members

of the committee including the -
correspondent have become pre. -
judiced against the Headmaster,
Four of these members framed
certain charges against him and
sent them to the correspondent
for immediate action. Instead .
of placing the whole matter bess
fore the managing committee and
getting authority from it to-
proceed further the correspons .
dent took on himself the powers
of the committee and called op,.
the Headmaster to offer his ex.
planation within three days and
also to show cause why his ser.-
vices should not be dispensed..
with immediately. This was done -
on 4-12.48, The correspondent-
also proposed to convene a meet..
ing of the ‘
on 8-12-4¢

II‘ is the ¢
pondent
master to
the charges tramed against hini:*
not by the committee s ‘a whell!
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but by four individual members
on it and threaten him with
removal from service on the
basis of such charges that is
arbitrary and high handed.

HE matter came before the

District Munsiff of Ambasa.
mudram. And in the judgment
he delivered he made it clear that
the correspondent by himself had
no power to call for the explana-
tion of the Headmaster, that in
usurping that power be com.
mitted a clear breach of the rules
of the committee, that the autho-
rity to terminate the Head-
master’s services is vested in the
committee and not in the Corres-
pondent, and that even the
committee was precluded from
terminating with his services
except with the previous permis.-
sion. of the District Educational
Officer.  The learned munsiff
observed that the couduct of the
correspondent and of the four
members of the committee ¢‘is
not only improper, but is also
not warranted by the rules
framed by the Managing Com-
mittee...The termination of the
-gervices of the Headmaster is
undoubtedly bound to affect not
only the welfare of the school
but will also tend to affect
adversely the general body of
students whose interests the
institution has to protect. Such a
thing cannot be made to depend
on the whims and caprices of
individuals.”” The correspondent
gave an undertaking to the Court
_that he would not hold the pro.
‘posed meeting on 8.12-48 and the
‘matter stands there at present..

THERE is no wonder that great

sympathy is felt for the Head
master who is a member of the
Senate of Madras University re-
presenting the Headmasters of
the South and President of the
District Teachers’ Guild. The
conduct of the Correspondent
deserves strong condemnation.
It is the pettiness of managing
committees, the factious spirit
prevailing among them, their
interference with internal disci-
pline of schools and their ten-
dency to leave matters in the
hands of a correspondent or one
or two other influential members
of the committee that are res-
ponsible for the deterioration
found in the educational life of
the Province. This is not the
time for the Director of Public
Instruction to keep quiet. He
must intervene in the matter
and he should do this without
delay. The Minister of educa-
tion should also realise that no
reconstructed scheme of educa-

tion will be worth anything un-

less teachers enjoy security of
tenure and are protected against
the vagaries of school managers.

R. PARaAMESWARAN'S case is

typical. Not only the tea-
chers but the general body of the
public should take interest in
the matter and see that not only
Mr. Parsmeswaran is kept ds
Headmaster but also that other
managing committees do not

behave in the arbitrary and high -
handed manner in whioch the-
correspondent of the Ambasamu.. -’
dram High School behaved. - .
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Tarachand Amritalal Parekh
Education Endowment

UR readers will be certainly
interested in a notification
appearing elsewhere in this

issue in which the Committee in
charge of the above cndowment
has decided to award prizes of
the value of Rs. 1000 and Rs. 500
respectively to the first and
second best treatises on ‘ Educa-
tion as an integrating factor in
India’s national lifc.” This is a
highly praiscworthy objective
and it has all the more signifi-
cance at a time when every
effort has to be made to knit the
country into an organic whole
and unity and destroy all the
forces of disruption and disinte-
gration. Education is a vital
instrument in realising this objec-
‘tive and it is our fervent hope
‘that those who have bestowed
thought on the problem of Indian
education will avail themselves
of the opportunity afforded by
the Endowment, take part in the
competition and place before
their countrymen what they
regard as the best way in which
education can be of use in bring-
ing about national integration.

3WANTED Special Correspondents in
every Provinoial and State Head.
quarters to report News on Progress of
Education.

Professors and Teachers connected
with Provincial Educational Associa-
“tione will be more helpful in this respect.
: —The Editor,

R
g \

WS . - '

Indian Exhibition In Prague.

The glory of Indian culture running
through millenniums came on view in
Czechoslovakia’s  capital as Czech
admirers of India, renowned Indolo.-
gists and Czechoslovakians who had
enjoyed Tndia as their home at some
time or other held a public exhibition of
their private collections of old and new
paintings, sculpture, jewellery, Tagore’s
works in Czech, etc.

The Indian Ambassador, Mr N,
Raghavan, and Mrs Raghavan visited the
oxhibition on 8 Jan which had already
been visited by over 10,000 Czech
people. Prof. Lesney and others who
had helped to organize the exhibition
received and showed them round the
collections which revealed that contacts
between, Czechoslovakia and India begar
as early as the eighteenth century,

The Ambassador congratulated the
organizers and expressed his confidene
that there would be arenewed cultura
flow from free India. ‘

Holiday Home For Students

A beautiful country house i
Bcotland has just been presente
as a holiday home for overseal
students resident in  Britain. They
will be able to spend a forthight or mor
there either for private study and read
ing or for relaxation among pleasan
scenery and surroundings, )

The Scotsman who has made thi
generous gift wishes to remain anony
mous. But he has indicated the ide:
which has prompted his aotion
He hopes that it will serve as
memorial of the part which the Britig]
people played in the war. He als
wishes it to serve as a congenial meetin,
place where British and overseas sty
dents can get to know something of eaol
other’s country and way /of life,

) Tl}e donor has *supplemented hi
gift vith a very considerable sum ¢
money to ensure that charges to . sty
dents may the kept moderate. The hous
will be eady in 12 months’ time an

will acommodate akout 25 st 8.
begin with. identa
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DELHI

INDUAN SCIENTIST AWARDED
UNESCO FELLOWSHIP

An Tndinn professor, D, D Kosambi
of the Tatar Institiwe of Fundamental
vesearch of Bombay, has besn given a
UNESCO feltowship to work on the new
types of electronic calculating machines,
for selting up a wmodern cal. ulating
laborateory m Asia.

Kossmbi has bheen avited as a
vigiting protessor by Chicago University,
He will also visit thoe [nstitute for
Advanced Study at Princeton and scrve
on a committee of mathewmaticians to
select the recipients of Field Medals
which will be awarded at the forthcom.
ing International Congress  of
Mathematicians (Masscahusetts).

U. S. RESEARCH FELLOWSHIP
AWARD TO INDIAN DOCTOR

Awarded o Research Fellowship by
the Federal Seccurity Agency of tho
U. 8. Publiv Health Service, Dr. V. 8.
Waravdekar, Assistant Research Officer
of the Indian Research ¥und Asso-
oiation, Government of Indin, is doing
research in cancer at the National
Cancer Institute, DBethesda, Maryland,
His special field of study is the aotivity
of enzymes in animal tuwors screened
with different compounds.

K.S. KRISHNAN INVITED

} TOU. S A,

+ An Indian sciontist will be among
the first two foreigners to receive training
in the handling of radio isotopes and
other research aspects of atomic energy
at Oak Ridge in the Tennessee Iustitute
of Nuclear Studies.

. They are Dr. K. Aterman, of the
Department of Anatomy of the Uni.
wersity of Birmingham, and Dr. K. 8.
"Krishoan, F. R. A, L

-

INDIAN SCIENTISTS TO

VISIT AUSTRALIA .

A team of Tndian  scientists will

visib Australin alout the middle of

February uext, Dr. Shanti Swarup

Blintuagar, Director of Scientific and

Industrial Resesrch, announced here
today.

FISHEKIES TRAINING COURSES

It is proposed to arrange for t.he
second sossion of the  Fisheries
Training courses which were started by
the Government of India last year from
the beginning of June this year. Train-
ing in inland fisheries will be given at
the Central Fisheries Research Station
at Pulta (near Caloutta) and that 1B
Marino Fisheries at Madapam, Madras.

The Courses arc of 10 months duration PS

and will cover training in general prin-
ciples and practices of inland and marine
fisheries work, They are primarily
designed to train porsonnel for the posts
of Fisheries Officers in the subordinate
administrative services in the Provinces
of the TIndian Dominion and States
acceding to it. Candidates from foreign
countries or those intending to take up
private employment or develop fisheries
in their own estates may also be
admitted for training.

CO-ORDINATED PLANT
PROTECTION WORK IN INDIA
“ Aocording -to the estimate Of'ﬁ
experts, plant pests and diseases cause
damage to food crops which are two or
threo times of what we are obliged to im-
port. The problem of control of pests and
discases, therefore, demands our im- -
mediate and earnest attention,” declared
Sardar Datar Singh, Vice-Chairman of °
the Indiap Council of Agricultural
Researcl, in course of his ina.ugumI
address at the meeting of the Plant
Protection Officers of the Central, Prge,
vingial and State Governments held..
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: Tarachand Amritlal Parekh Education Endowment E

Ist Prize:
2nd Prize :

India’s national life.

S. R. Dongerkery, Bombay;
Bombay ;

Saiyaidin, Bombay ;

et g

I
!
i
)
h
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| NOTIFICATION

Prizes \ “
RS. 1000 /-
Rs.,  500/-

The Endowment will award the Prizes to the first and
second best treatises on ‘ Education as an integrating factor in
On the recommendation of a Selection
Committee consisting of Principal A. N. Basu, Calcutta; Shri

Professor D. P. Mukerjea, Lucknow; Shri K, G,
Professor M. Venkatarangaiya, Madras;
and Professor C. N, Patwardhan,
of the treatises is 30th June 1949.

Por detasled rules write to :
Professor C. N. PATWARDHAN,
178, Sion Road, Bombay 22,

Professor

K. T. Merchant,

Last date for submission

New Delhi on January 12, 1949, This
meeting was the first of its kind in India
and the Ministry of Agriculture, taking
advantage of the presence of officials of
the Provincial Agricultural Departments
in the capital in connection with the
meeting of the Advisory Board of the
Counci!, had arranged a discussion on
this very important subject which, if
properly tackled, would substantially
add to India’s food production and
should ultimately wipe out the necessity
of food imports, altogether, Many im.
portant decisions were taken,

MADRAS

ANDHRA UNIVERSITY
Vi{CE.CHANCELLOR

~ H. E. the Chancellor has approved
the appointment made by the Syndicate
of Dr. V. S. Krishna, as acting Vice-

-Chancellor, Andhra University, in the

leave vacancy of Dr. C. R. Reddy, per-

..manent Vioe.Chancellor, who is going on
- "bwo moths’ leave from Jan, 1, 1949,

BOMBAY

HEALTH SERVICE FOR
SCHOOL CHILDREN

The Government of Bombay are, it
is understood. preparing a scheme ef
school health service as part of the post.
war reconstruction scheme. A specisl
medical officer with his headquarters .at
Poona has been appointed to make s
preliminary survey, and submit a report
to the Government for the enforcement of
the scheme. The scheme contemplates
medical examination of school ohildren to
be followed up by treatment of defective
children. The main complaint at pre.
sent is about the malnutrition of school
children which can be remedied by the
distribution of multi.vitamin tableta
prepared by the Haffkine Institute of
Bombay and supplying mid-day meals to
school children in backward areas. The
whole socheme will be discussed at a
conference of the officers of the Medioal
and Public Health Department at
Bombay at the end of January
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PART-TIME WOMEN TEACHERS

In order to meet the present short-
age of toachers, cspecially in girls’
schools, the Bombay Government have
directed that Women teachers should
be appointed on a part-time bhasis in
secoadary schools,

Trained  matrienlates will  get
Rs. 25-2.55 and  trained graduates
Rs. 40 - 3—85. Two advance increments
will be given to graduates with B. T,
These scales will apply to Government
and non.Government Secondary schools,

The minimum amount of work for
entitling a part-time woman teacher to
a scale of pay will be 10 hours a week.
Part-time woman teachers doing less
than this amount of work will not he
held eligible for the scale, but will be
appointed on a contractual hasis and
remunerated accordingly.

SCHOOL BUILDINGS
CONSTRUCTION

The Government of Bombay have
decided to place the whole of the annual
allotment of the building grant available
for a district at the disposal of the
Building Committee in case the Distriet
Local Board has increased the Local
Fund Cess to three annas and earmarked
15 pies thercof for primary education,
The amount so placed at the disposal of
the Building Committee will have to be
utilised for the construction of school
buildings in those areas only which have
oontributed their one-fourth share of the
estimated cost, except in the following
oases.

(1) In those ares in which the
popular contribution equal to one-fourth
of the estimated cost was paid to the
District Building Committee before 1941,
but no construction took place for one
reason or another. No further contribu-
tion will be insisted upon for a building
of the same dimension on the ground of
inoreased cost of building,

(2) In villages in which the Back.
ward Classes form more than 60 percent
of the total population and in* pa,rtiallj;
exoluded areas, the popular contribution
may be equal to the estimated cost of
unskilled labour aud may be levied in
oash or in kind,

EDUCATION OF WORKERS

The CGovernment of Bombay is fast
implementing its post-war reconstruc-

tion scheme of adult education in order
to ameliorate the condition of labour.
Classes will hogin on New Year's Day

at the labour welfare centres in Bombay,
Abmedabad, Sholapur, Khandesh and
Hubli and will be condueted by experts
ot various {opics useful to the workers.
No fees will be clarged forv tuition.
Under the five.year scheme the
workers who ure alveady literate will be
taught in history, geography, physio-
legy and  hygiene, c¢ivies, arithmetic
and gencral science.  Another post-war
reconstruetion scheme aims at liquidat-
ing 1illiteracy among industrial workers.
When these two schemes are fully
exccuted o considerable addition to the
worker’'s fond  of general knowledge

useful in dnaily routino will have been
mado.

SECONDARY SCHOOL
CERTIVICATE

The Government of Bombay have

now decided that with effect from the !

date of starting the new Secondary
School Certificate Examination, the
Entrance Examination held by Univer-
sitics in this Provinec after that date
will not be recognised for purposes of
recruitment to public service but that
only the Secondary School Certificate
Examination will bo so recognised says
the Director of Information, Bombay.

KARNATAK UNIVERSITY BILL

The Government of Bombay have
published a bill to establish and in.
corporate the Karnatal University.

Provisions regarding the jurisdiction
and powers ot the University and affili.
ation of institutions follow the model
of the Poona University Act, 1948,
while the nomenclature and constitution
of tho various hodies follow the recom-
mendations of the Karnatak University
Committee.

It is left. to the University to decide
whether tho post of Vice.Chancellor
should be salaried one after the expira.
tion of the tenure of the first Vice Chane
cellor, whose service will be honorary.:
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WEST BENGAL

The West Bengal Secondary Educa-
tion Bill, providing for the administra-
tion of secondary education in the pro-
vince, is expected to be introduced dur-
ing the forthcoming session of tho
provincial Legislative Assembly com.
meencing on Jan, 17,

The Minister for Educatior), Rai
Harendra Nath Choudhury, says in the
Statement of Objects and Reasons, that
the Bill proposes to set up an authority
which is shorn of all communal com-
plexions and in which all important edu-
cational intersts are adequately represen-
ted. :

The Board will consist of 42 mem.
bers, and will have an Executive .Coun-
cil of 16, and seven Special Committees,
the latter dealing with special types of
education. To enable the proposed Board
to function the Provincial :Government
will pay to it a sum of Rs. 30 lakhs,
as soon as it is constituted and such
additional sums each year as may be
determined by the Provincial Govern-
ment.

U. P.

LIQUIDATING ILLITERACY
IN U, P,

« Not a child will remain illiterate
by 1952, > declared Mr. Sampurnanand,
Minister for Education, U. P., addressing
the U.P. Munioipal Educational Em.
polyees® Conference at the Arya Samaj.

ANNUAL MEETING OF U. P,
BOARD OF EDUCATION

The U. P. Board of High School
and Intermediate Education decided that
no male candidate be examined at the
centre located in- his own school or
college except in a place where there is
only one centre,

Regulations have been made,
allowing candidates to appear in Hindi
only at the high school and intermediate
examinations.

1t was decided that in the high

" achool and intermediate examinations

of 1950 only candidates from the Anglo-
Indian institutions be examined in a
compulsory course in Hindi of the
standard of the present Class III in
place of the elementary course in Hindi
prescribed in the prospectus for 1950,

40,000 TEACHERS
IN U. P. STRIKE

About two million students and
40,000 teachers were involved in a strike
of the U. P. District Board teachers
against payment of low salaries. The
total number of resignations forwarded
to the KEducation Minister exceeded

34,000 according to latest information,
he said.

“Explaining the strikers’ demands
Mr. Singh said that they wanted a basio
pay of Rs. 40 per month plus Rs, 15 as
dearness allowanece. If the Government
agreed to this demand, it would cost the
provincial Exchequer Rs. 200,00,000 and
that amount could be realised through
economy in the top-heavy administration
of the Education Department and
other sources,”

Replying to a question Mr., Singh
said that some teachers in the Brinda«
ban Municipal Board had been dismissed
for joining the strike,

MINISTER’S ASSURANCE

An assurance that the Government
decision on the report of the U, P,:
Local Bodies Pay Committee, which:
contained recommendations about the
pay scales of the Distriot Boardi teachers
and other categories of Local Bodies’
employees, would be taken and pub.-
lished by the end of February, was
given by Mr. A. G, Kher, Minister for
Looal Self-Government to a deputation
of teachers led by Mr. Jagdev Singh, in
the Council House on January 11th,

The Minister also told the deputa-
tionists that the teachers on strikd
should return to schools and they should
not alienate sympathy of the Govern.

ment and the people by prolonging the
strike.

w— v
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W. PUNJAB

DIPLOMAS TO NON-MUSLIM
EVACUEE STUDENTS

With a view to helping non-Muslim
evacuee students to obtain their Univor-
sity diplomas from the West Punjab
University it has been arranged that tho
office of the Deputy High Commissioner
for India in Pakistan, Tahore, “should
gserve as a link.-channel between the
gtudents and the University authorities,
says a Press note.

All those desirous of obtaining their
Certificates and Degrees should send
their application forms duly fillod in
together with the requisite fee to the
Deputy High Commissioner who will
take prompt measures to obtain the
Certificate on the applicant’s behalf,

The Registrar, West Punjab Univer-
sity, informs that according to the
existing practice the certificates are
issued ordinarily within a week of the
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receipt of an application form and fee,
Tf a certificate i4, however, required
urgently, an extra fee of Rs. 5 should be
sent wlocg with application.  The cortifi-
eate will then be issued by the West
Punjab University within 43 hours of
the receipt of the application.
HYDERABAD
MEDIUM IN OSMANIA
UNIVERSITY

The University Council had dccided
toc recommend the replacement, from
next academic year, of the medium of
Urdu bv Hindostani with  both the
Persian and ievanagiri seripts,

"'VARSITY OFFICIAL
REINSTATED ‘

Dr. Yusuf Hussain Khan, hoad of
the History Department of Osmania
University, who was under suspension,

has beon reinstated under order of the
Military Government.
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PUBLIC OPINION

DEMANDS OF DEMOCRACY

Mr. S. E. RANGANATHAN

In the course of his Presidential
Address at the 8th All.India Library
Conference held at Nagpuron 22nd Jan-,
49 Mr. S. E. Ranganathan, referred to
Publie Library System and said:

Tho public library is in a key
position to encourage or_discourage the
spread  of ideas helpful  to a
better way of life. One of the main
duties of the public library is to turn
the margin of leisure of every man to
good account. Remember the rapturous
strains of Saint Thayumanavar: “It is
hardly possible to have any moment of
our life unoccupied.” Leisure must be
ocoupied. 1t may be occupied 'fruit-
fully or it may be mis-spent licentiously.
Unharnessed leisure will eat us away.
There are many demons ready to sieze
leisure and through it seize us also and
ruin us. Let me mention one such
demon, idle gossip —~the very antithesis
of the art of conversation. *The soul is
dved the colour of its leisure thoughts”,
said Dean Inge. Publio Jibraries must,
therefore, prize, whatever margin of
leisure is vouchsafed for the common
man and help him to fill it in an organio
way. This isnot a peripheral problem,
nor is it an incidental task. Tt is rather
o fundamental problem, affecting the
welfare of society and its prosperity,
and as such it should receive major
enusideration, Leisure time is now
agrandered away ; it is often spent in a
way that degrades man. In this mental
age of ours, in the leisure time when the

‘body is still exhausted but the mind has

recovered, it is the duty of public
Iibraries to feed the mir d of people with
thought of elevating emotional value and
with information of practical value.

Demands of Democracy

A sccond duty is imposed on the
publio library by the needs of democr.icy.
We are now o democracy. It is the
dommon man's opinion on some broad
factors of organised life that has to put
the proper man in charge of the nation’s
affairs. How can the common.man form

“:.s proper-opinion unless he is given an’

opportunity to know all the sides of a
question? It is the duty of the public
library to give him such an opportunity.
It should collect and circulate materials
giving fucts of all and opinions
of all  shades on all political,
economic and social questions of local,
national and international significance,
Formation of a balanced collection of
reading materials and their unbiased
circulation uninfluenced by any party
politics or institutionalism of any kind,
form one of the sacred duties of a publie
library in a democracy. As the printed
word is not quite communicative to the
lower quartiles of any community,
another duty of the public libray is to
orgaunise reading circles and disoussion
groups which will energise the printed
word and make it meaningful.

Transitory Function

This brings me to a third duty of -
the public libraries in India in the -
immediate future. Xree India has
inherited 85 per cent illiteracy. Notall .
the persons of the first two quartiles are
literate. The illiterate among them
are men of maturity and wisdom. They .
aro quite receptive to new ideas provided
they are presented to them by spoken . -
words. To meet this situation, ourlihs .
raries should institute panels of readers -
who will read out books and periodicals: ;
to the illiterate or give out their sube
stance without distortion. This is an
art which has to be cultivated. I saw
how true and impersonal this art can be
when I attended international congressos -
and particularly the UNESCO’s Inter. -
national School of Librarianship last
year. We were a mixed group.. Some -
of us were illiterate in French aad some
in English. The interpreter would put -
the idea of every speaker to us in our
own language. He had often to put.
through to us totally opposing views in.
suocession. He used to reproduce even
the humour, sarcasm and emotiona] -
ofiect of allsides with equal faithfulness,
The UNO and the UNESCO have trained’
men in this egsential art, We should traig--
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THE ADVENTURE OF  RDITCA.
TION-—Volame 1, Number i, Junu.
ary 1949 popo 1940 Aol sub.
seripbion Rs. 4/

This bi-monthly published  nnder
the nuspices of the efiice of the Kdu.
cational Adviser to the Government of
Bombay is a most welcome addition to
the list of educational journals in the
country. Tt coufaing articles on 1
variety of wuhjects like ¢ Prowoting

cominunal  harmony ™ by Principal
M. T. Vyas of The New High
school, * Dropaganda and Demoerate

Liducation™ by  Headmastor A, .
Dawood and « Religious Kdueation” by
Frincipal Chaundravarkar. Thero are
sections specially devoted to reviews of
tho latest books on Bdueation and to
extracts from the leading educational
journals abroad. It is bound to serve as
a forum for the idoas and expo-
riences  of progressive tcachers and
educationists  and  enable all  the
members of the teaching profession to
keep themselves up-to.date. The fact
that it is being issued under te guid-
ance of Mr. K. (. Saiyidain assisted by
a strong Editorial Board is g guaranteo
that it will maintain in future the same
high level and  standard charaetorising
the first isyue.

L N

TEACHING OF THR MOTHER.
TONGUE Ly W. M, Ryburn, M, A,
Published by T, C. E. Journals and
Publications Ltd, Lucknow. D p. 42,
1948, Price Rs 1.-12-.0

This is-the first of 4 series of Kdu.
cationgLhampRI6ts” edited by V. S.

Mat i v Rybugn is o well-known
au ool:g%Q £h‘dizm Edu.
ca, In these days wh '

1’?%1,}1\0 mother-
4 medium
i schools

@ddny that
s in  the

wiiversity stage it ig neeessary thatl hoth
pupils and teachors should have a goad
grounding in  their mother-tongue.  In
this pamphlet Mr. Ryburn covers « wide
field, analyses the objects of teaching
the mother-tongue and the methods that
have Lo be adopted to realise thom,
His vicws on oral work, oun Roading and
on_how it should he taught if croative
ability 1s to be developed are specially
valnable,  The pamphict vepiy s caroful
stury,

INTELLICENCE  TESTING — AND
NATIONAL RECONSTIUGTION -
by C. M. Bhatia, Publishod hy Hind
Kitabs, Bombay p, p. 33, L1949, Price
Ry 2/

Every one is talking to.day of Kdu-
cational  Reconstruction, Among  the
elements that have to be tulken into
consideration in achicving this objective
is the test that has to De applied for
dotermining the capacitics of pupils who
are anxious to receive the benofits of Se.
condary education is a Very important
one especially when we have to deal
with millions of hoys and girls. Equally
important is the placc  which [pger
examinations aro to vecupy in any new
scheme of education, Much work has
been donc in other countrios ju these
fields but its rcal nature and the extont
to which we can make use of it are not
well  known. Mr, Bhatia  has gone
thoroughly into the whole subject and on
the basis of u eritical study of the latest
psyciology he hasg given o scientifioney 1
woll-balanced account of “Intellige. 4
and ¢ Intelligenco Tests”. The valie
of the hook is considerably enhanced b
the list of Reference Books given at the
ond of each chapter. The hook deserves
to be in the hands of every toacher
undergoing training in the training
institutes,

—~M. V.
(Continued from p, 237)
roaders with similar ability to s pve the
illiterates in our public libraries, This
will be only a transitory function—say
for thirty years, by whioh time all our
people should have. become literate,
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