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en on the occasion of the XXXVIIl Madras Provincial Educational Conference

Thiruchirapalli on 13-5-1948.
(Mr. R. Suryanarayana Rao and Prof. M. S. Sundaram are seated in the centre)

THE
SOUTH INDIAN TEACHER

Vol. XXI |

JUNE & JULY 1948

REPORT OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF Eax

MADRAS PROVINCIAL EDUCATI
CONFERENCE, TIRUCHIRAPALLI

The 38th session of the Madras Pre-
vincial Educational Conference com.
menced its three days’ proceedings on
the morning of 13th May 1948 with the
hoisting of the National Tricolour Flag
at the District Teachers’ Guild House.

The Ranga Scout Group of the E. R.
High School and the Thayumanavar
Rovers of the Government Training
School, affiliated to the Hindustan Scout
Association, presented a guard -of
honour.

Mr. L. R. Natesa Iyer, Headmaster,
Sesha Iyengar Memorial High School,
Woriyur, welcomed the gathering.

Mr. Edward Paul Mathuram. Chair-
man, Tiruchirapalli Municipal Council,
hoisted the flag. He exhorted the
teachers to work for the well-being of
the country and not to teach Com-
munism and Socialism to their pupils.

Mr. R. Bhuvarahan proposed a vote
of thanks.

The Conference proper commenced at
9-15 a.m, at the Lawley Hzll, with the
Vandemataram song sung by a groun of
girls of the Savitri Vidyasala.

Prof. A. Rama Iyer, Chairman o1 i
Reception Committee, announced the
programme of the Conference.

OPENING ADDRESS

Prof. M. S. Sundaram, Deputy
Secretary, Ministry of Education,
Government of India, opened the Con-
ference., He said :

¢ When I happened to come here two
weeks ago to the soil of my birth, I had

an invitation from my old teacher,
which I considered a command, that 1
should be present here at this Confer-
ence. When this Conference was
announced to be held at Tiruchirapalli,
I particularly looked forward to attend
it because nine years of my youth were
spent in this place partly in this St.
Joseph’s College and earlier years in the
National College.

It was the 34th Conference of the
Madras Provincial Teachers at Annama.
lainagar, to which I was invited in 1944.
The subject most discussed at that time
was known as the ¢ Postwar Educational
Scheme’ or the development of educa-
tion in the postwar period, which was
accepted by the Ceuntral Board of
Education, on which eminent represen-
tatives from all parts of India had
served. At that Conference there was
a great deal of keen discussion on the
future of our education. Four years
have passed since then and the postwar
era has dawned, and two years have
passed since and nothing more thana
scheme was drafted with a view to its
being implemented immediately after
the cessation of war. What surprises
me is that still we are talking of our
plans. Looking back at the last four
years I wonder if we have made any
strides in action hecause whenever Con-
ferences of this nature, big or small, are
held, we are <till in the raalm af disecus-
sion.

Now there is (ar too much discussion
at every level about plans and schemes
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and u good deal of academic discussion
which almost scems to end in futility.
Wherever one fravels in this country
vou will tind people are extraordinarily
keenn on  gettine cdueation for their
children,  We  have  fulked  about
universal free compuleory educntion as
our coal. Now what has been dene in
any part of this provinee or other pro-
vinees to enable us to progress in this?
Where have we started an experimental
venture 7 Have we got at least one dis.
trict in 2 province as a laboratory where
we have introduced and swvatched the
henefits of universal {rec compulsory
education? Instead of making o start
somewhere, we have started cxomining
old schemes and modifying them and, as
the Chairman of the Reception Com-

mittee has said, wasted a good deal of

our activities in tinkering here and
there with schenics which are already
on paper— whether there ought to be
seven or nine vears' compulsion or free
high school education or bifirreation at
certain stage levels—all these are going
on endlessly without anv effort to
experiment. After all, theories are
good only if they could be put to some
experiment and the results are watched.

The Central Government have made
their plans and it is now nearly three
or four wears. Those plius have
heen  formulated by the  eollective
wisdom of representatives  of  edu-
cational and other inlerests in aldl
parts of India. They did net bold thut
there ought to be o uniform pattern all
over the countrv. In the so-called
Sargent Scheme of the Central Advisory
Board, the educationul strueture is only
a frame-viork within which every pro-
vinee is free to melke its own experi-
ments and its own adjnstments.

Ever since the Montagu Chemstord
Reform davs, it has been maintzined
that education is o provineial responsi-
bilitv. In  fact, I should say that
education ought to he o lacal tesponsi-
hility, a regional responsibilily even
a village or panchayvat responsibility,
It is not our objective to standordise
and create one pattern throughout the
length and breadth of the eountry. It
will cease to he education in the best

sense of the term if we pattern ourselves
in one particular manner in this vast
continent, VWhat is really required is
local enthusiasm. local cffort, without
being very much interfered with by
every distant authority. You will find
in all advanced countries, either in the
United Kingdom or in the United States
of America, the loeal authority practi-
cally runs education. They are only
helped financially by a distant Govern-
ment which keeps a close watch but
which dozs not interfere with the plans
and programme drawn by the local
education authovities. Whether pri-
mary, secondary or technical education
has to be planned in a certain way may
be indicated but every district may be
allowed to think for itself as to how
best it could achieve the purpose for
which they are educating children. The
means adopted may not be all exactly
alike, but decentralisation is very essen-
tial in order to create enthusiasm. If
the Provincial or Central Government
begin to contrel all edueation, local
authority will only say: ¢ All com-
mands come from above, it is for them
also to execute them.”” In the United
States of Awmerics no two states have
exactly the same system. But they do
not vary widely from the general frame-
work that is given to them, And as for
the subject and svllabuses and courses
that have 1o be followed, the local
educntion authorities take a very keen
interest and vary their schemes and each
district  or county thus affords a
laborutory whose experiments are for.
mulated, so much so the neighbouring
states and  the counties follow one
anether’s experiment to mutual advan-

taoe
tage,

The Central Advisory Board of Edu.
i in Indin have put up very

ity docuinents on the subject of
eduention at all Ievels and in different
stages, And 1 would say this, that it
is not the intention of the Centre to
dominate education in the provinces or
to insist that cach provinece shall follow
only ene particular pattern.

Annual Conferences like this are looked
upon a5 very important from the point
of view of the Central Government., We
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look forward at these conlerences for
suggestions or improvements. It is not
as though o scheme formulated by some
one far away in Delhi is either to be
enforced on various units of the country
--the units themseclves could have
various suggestions and if in o provinee
like Madras an experiment is actually
produced 2nd is proved successful over
a period of three ycars, the Centre or
the provinces will only be too ready to
tuke the experiment and put through
the plans and sehemes which you have
adumbrated here. “there is one other
subjeet with which the Centre is very
keenly associated and  interested and
thut is about cducation atall levels,
particularly technological education und
university edueation. There apain the
authority of the university is to be
preserved. Onc of the latest problems
that came for consideration was the
medium  of instruction in university
courses and collegess.

Most of you here may have seen the
conclusiens which were recently arrived
at by the Committee of Viee.Chuncellors
that for a period of five years they
should permit English as a medium of
instruction and side by side experiments
should be conducted with the regional
language to replace English, and if the
cxperiment is successtul, then by a
certain date all media of instruction
in the university courses would become
the regional language,

In addition to the regional language,
they take it that the Federal Language
should take an increasing part in
university education. Here the Centre
can only give a kind of ‘directive’ but
has no part in any plan to enforce it on
the provinces. Beeause when govern.
ments begin to interfere with the
universities’ autonomy you will find
that all education will become a inere
pattern and might show sign of being
dominated by onc and only change.

In all these matters when the Central
Government is usked for its opinion
you will find that opinion or comments
or advice will be readily forthcoming.
But the function of the Centre from the
educational point of view should stop
with only giving advice.

May I turn from this point to another
-—I do not know whether on this ocea-
sion it is still on the agenda —the terms
2nd conditions of teachers in all schools
and at all levels. The subject used to
comne up ab every counference of this
kind so much so atone time I felt siek
enough fo say thoat if a subject is
perpetually on the agenda, there must
be something cither wrong with it or
with the Government that deals with it.
On this matter feachers arce eapable of
taking a very firin stand. The teacher
1s not a servint of the community and
a missicnary spiritalone cannot be the
entire motivated foree behind him to do
service. 10 the community wishes to
have their children properly educated,
they have to find ways and means of
paying the teacher a «living wage ”.

It is a feature not peeuliar to our
country. It isone which you see in all
parts of the world. In 1947 at a

cachers’ conference held in Chicago
where I was asked to address as a visit-
ing member {rom abroad, one of the
teachers proposed to conduct a big
strike in the whole of Minnessota State,
The resolution was unanimously passed
and the teachers went on strike. When
the strike was in progress, I was asked
to speak on the rights of teachers to go
on strike. T had to tell them that in
my part of the world this right had not
been exercised, may not be exercised,
and he would consider very improper on
the part of teachers toexercise the right
because we look upon the profession as
a sacred one and the childrenas a sacred
trust. Of course to them it was a
typical oriental idea, JMany of them
laughed it out and said, ¢ the teacher is
not a servant of the community’. If
our workmen have a right to go on
strike, they agreed, why should the
teacher alone be called upon to endure
hunger. And they reduced it to very
elementary logic and within three days
after they went on strike, the Govern-
ment of the state and the TFederal
Government came to terms with the
teachers, settled the question of their
remuneration and increased allowances
and whatever they stood for.

Now a strike may pay. But whether
strikes are really moral or true to our
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traditions is o miatter which the modern
teachers will have Uo ask themsclves.
This strike fever in U.S. A. spread from
one part of the country to another till
at last the Federal Government devised
certain standards below which no tea-
cher shell be paidand that stendard is
now being put through in all the 4%
states as a basic minimum.  Sinee the
writing of that report the cost of Jiving
in the country hus probably risen about
three times.  Any representation made
by a very large body of teachers has a
right to be heard by the Government.

In vour welcome address ne Chatriman
of the Reception Comiiifee, I notice
for the first tine a very hrave effort to
comuient and eriticise your govern.
ment. If it symbolises the spirit ol
the teachers here, there is a ureat
future for the teaching profession. 1

the right exereised by all members of

society, of various professions, to
criticise the government is not exer-
cised, particularly by thie teachers, we
shall soon be training most children
at various levels, to beconie so domina-
ted and subject to government that they
will cease to think for themselves.

If o teacher could criticise govern-
ment os o citizen, if not as o member of
covernment, then the future of our
dewuocratic institutions is pretty much
assured.  So, Sir, 1 say to the teachers
here: < Let us not wive up our legiti-
mate rights, first as eitizens, to exereise
freedom of speeeh, seceond os workers in
the body politie, who havea right to
demand their lepitimate wages, and
third as members of a {ree soviety who
have a right to determine the poliey of
their own government. With these
words I wish to deelare this Conference
spen.”’

WELCOME ADDRESS

Sri A. Rana Iver, wa.

Chatrman, Reception Connnilice

Ladies and Gentiemen,

As Chairman of the Rceception Com-
mittee, 1 have the proud privilege of
extending u most hearty welcome to all
of you to this the 33th Session of the
Provincial  Tducational  Conference.
Trichinopoly had the honour of holding
the Silver Jubilce Session of the Con-
ference in 1933, and that was a record
session {rom the point of view of the
number of delegates, the number of
auxiliary Conferences held, and the
total expenditure. Tiruchirappalli has
again the enviabie distinction of holding
the first session of the Confercnce in
Free India; and now, too, we have a
record number of delegates — 600 odd,
which is the highest fisure reached so
far, with thc exception of the 1033
session,

It 15 o particudarly  noteworthy
feature of this Conference that it is
being presided over by o distinguished
non-cducationist like Sri R, Surya-
narayana Rao, 3. L. ¢, who has been
honoured by the suffrages of the maja-
rity of afliliated 'Teachers’ Associations
in the province. He is a careful student
of the various aspects of our educational
system and has been a consistent
chamnpion of the teacher’s cause. As
Lis presidential address will presently
show, hc is 2 constructive thinker, and
a sober and fearless critic; and the
fault will be ours if we do not derive
the utmost profit from his participation
in our deliberations.

Sri Suryanarayana Rao’s election as
President of this Conferencce testifies to
the fact that we teachers are free from
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a narrow scctional spirit. I for one
have always held that non-teachers have
a ureat responsibility in the matter of
education, that education is a subject
whizh doees not stand to gain by hboing
niade the close preserve of the teacher.
While the teacher should be o specialist
in teaching tnethods, the enlishtencd
public should have a voice in matters of
bioad educational ideals and policy,
Dr Georoe Saiupson has cmphatically
declared  that < edueation must  not
heegme  mwerely  the aftair of  schoni-
masters;”  and Dr. Richard  Wilson
holds that, as the parent pavs the edu
cational piper, ke ought to acsist in
calling thz tnne,  How one wishes thero
were more of cnbightened co.operation
between the teacher and the parent!
£ is our anxicty to enlist the co-opera-
tion of pavents that has bapelled us to
arrange for a Parents’ Conference.
Many of my friends fear that the
Parents® Conference may not atbract
more than o handful of non-teacher
parents; I, however, am hoping to find
their fears belied by the event.

1 should be failing in my duty if
I did not offer the thanks of the Recep-
tion Committec to the several gentlemen
who have kindly agreed to perform
various imporfant functions connected
with this Conference, We felt that this
three.day festival should appropriutely
begin swith the hoisting of the National
Flag, and that the hoisting of the Flax
should be at the District Teachers’
Guild House. This function has already
been  performed  this  morning by
1. Edward Paul M ithuram, our popular
and enlightened 3Municipal Chairinan
who, not content to be a skiltul healer
of physical maladies. is now straining
every nerve to become a healer of the
wounds in the body politic.

Prof. M. S. Sundavam, Deputy Scere-
tary in the Ministry of Education,
Government of India, who has just done
us the honour of insugurating this
session of the Conferencc, is intimatcely
conneeted with Triehinopoly, both as
student and as teacher ; and his associa-
tion with me personally has been so
close that it would be diflicult for me to

reader him formal thanks. He  has
been deputed by the Govermment of
India to attend this Conlerence, and we
may  legitimately  look  forward to
veluehle assistancee from him in arrviving
at  right  conclusions on  the nany
problems that will engage our attention
at this Conference,

Perhaps tiwe miost soleran funsiion at
this Conlerevee will e the unvetling of
the portraid of Subatmn Gandhi, which
v oot trom the Reception Committee
ts the District Peschers’ Guild  Our
original idea was to huve this unveiling
al the  Guild House L{his moenine,
medintely alter (b helstineg of the
Flag; but on seecoud  thouols.  we
deended to huve 16 here, as we wanted
this full ¢

thering to lawke paut in the
cereniony Y e
A T L
A

The Bdueational " xhibition we bave
gobup s one of the most vital adjuncts
to our Conference. It is not for me to
pronounce on the merits of the exhibi.
tion: but I may justly claim that we
have spared no pains, having regard to
our limited resources, to meke it os
educationally elective as possible, and
we hope that it will be visited by every
person present in this hall and by many
more not here,  The Exhibition which
is housed at the Bishop Heber Hich
School, Teppakulam, will be formally
deelured open from here by the Most
Reverend Dre. J. Afendonea, Catholic
Bishop of Trichinopoiy. The Bishop, if
T am not mistuken, was an Edueational
Officer in his earlier years, and as the
Ilead of  the Catholic iiission  in
Trichinopoly, he is supremely well
qualified  for the function he will be
performing,

And inally, there is Sri Swami
Chidbliwvananda of the Rumakrishus
Tapovanam, Thiruppalathutai, who is
to give us tomorrow u special lecture on
the momentons subject of Hducation for
Free India. We ure geing to have a
discussion tomorrow on this subject in
which the delegates will take part; but
L am sure the Swamiji, with his ripe
scholarship and spiritual self discipline
as well as his experience as an educa-
tionul administrator, will be able to
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throw fresh light on the suuject and
give us much food for thousht, and you
will then unveservedly conunend the
choice of the lecturer.

1 have already had oceasion to reder
to the lurge  number of  delegates
attending this session,  The problem of
lodging and feeding them has heen «
most Tormidable one, and has taxed o
the full the ingenuity and the resourees
of the Reception Connnittee.  Nothing
could have been done in this divection
without the fullest co.operation of
the local educationa] institutions, to
one and sl of which we are prefonndly
gratetul for this assistance. But Iam
painfully conseious of the nmany serious
gaps in our arrangements. We know
that, with the best will in the world, we
have not been able to provide the
delegates with ail the comforts und
conveniences they hada vight to expeet;
but we count on their gencrosity to
take the will for the deed and cxeuse
the shortcomings in our arrangements.

I do not feel that the Chairman of the
Reception Committee is called upon to
rangc over the whole field of cducation.
I belive hiis address ought mnot hean
extension, or rather an anticipation. of
the Presidential Address, as is only oo
often the case. Tmean to break this
vicious tradition and confine myself to
my iegitimate sphere.  Ihope I may be
permitted to offer a few comments on
the prograinme before this Couference,

You will have noticed thut we have
provided for « discussion of three mpor-
tant problems of education, iz, the
supply and trainingof teachers, teachers
in relation to the community, oand
discipline inschools and colleges, besides
the consideration of what the Educution
for Frece India should be like,  We have
included in our Hand-book (z publieation
which I hope every delegate will 1o in
for) the papers on these topics which we
have received {rom non.teachers as veell
as teachers. T hope these papers will
prove helpful towards the clurification
of the various issues, und hope also thut
the Conference will formulate its views
in the form of resolutions, althoughr, 1
recognize thut it is a serious hundicap
that we have still had no  olliciai

IAN TEACIIER

announcement of the re-organised scheme
of gither Tlementary or Sccondary
Education. JMysterious are the ways of
covernments, inuch inore so those of
our Government of 3Madras. The new
Scheme of Secondary fducation has not
been annourced ofliciaily, but an outline
of the Scheme appeared in the press the
other duv.  We do not know 1f we shall
be justifivd in basing our discussion on
this unoilicial anneuncentent, but thatis
the only course left to us, The new
Syllabuses for Bnglish and & number of
other subjects have been pu’nlishcq in
the Gazette, but they have not yet been
finulized. 1t seems to be the intention
of the Government to bring these new
sviizbuses into effeet mmedintely, but
I should deprecate such undue haste.
How could any text books bused on the
new syllabuses be prepared and  pub-
lished  before the Schools reopen in
June?  And how could the teachers he
expected to study wud digest the new
svilabuses within the short time at their
disposal 7 I il to sece where is the
need for such mortal hurry about &his.
And the miost astonishing thing is that
the syllabus in the mother-tongue or the
recional language was published only
last weelk, and we have been asked to
fer our sugzestions by the 15thi The
abus in the mother-tongue f{or the
lementary Schools has net yet been
evised.  Eunglish buas been ousted from
e primary school, (I ar no: complain-
o about this ot all, for T have been
vocuting  this salutary reform  for
rears), but nothing has been done so
for to improve the standard of the
inother-tongue in the primary classes !
‘The success o the new Scheme of Secon-
dary Education will depend entirely
on the sort oi training in the mother-
tongue that is given in the lower stages.
Adupting  George Sampson’s  famous
phrase about Lnglish, we may say : The
mother-tongue 1s not justa ‘subject’;
it is the very condition of school-life.
And the teaching of the mother-tongue
ourht to be entrusted to teachers conver-
sant with the technique of modern
language tezching.  When shail we learn
to put tirst things first ?

I shall say nothing by way of comment
on the detailed syllabuses that have
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been published or the new scheme of
lauguage.studics and the diversified
course of studies to conie into ecileet
after the Third Form. 1 take it that
the President would be dealing with
these in detail in his address. One or
two general ohservations, however, [
may be permitted to make. The Govern-
ment of Madras do not scem to have a
definite plan of Elementary and Second-
ary education, and yet, before an over-
all  pieture of what ow cducation is
going to be hias been obtained, they seem
to be anxious to go ahead with certain
piece-meal modifieations. In  other
words, they are tinkering at education.
I for one fail tounderstand why they
should be acting as if they were utterly
unaware of the schemeof cducational
reconstruction. popularly  known as
the Sargent Scheme, put forth by the
Central Advisoery Board of Education,
or of the excellent reports on  different
aspects of education subwmnitted by the
several special committees of the Central
Advisory Board. It scems a colossal
waste of energy to start exploring every
aspect of educational reform right from
serateh, when so much of valuable
material based on a systematic study of
facts and figures is available,

Another disquieting feature of educa-
tional administration in our province is
the growing interference with the rights
of the teacher. Witness, for instance, the
recent orders vegarding ¢ detentions ™
in Form VI. I grant that under ideal
conditions there is no justification for
any such detentions: but instead of
trying to remove the couditions that
make detentions inevitable, the Govern-
ment have taken a short cut. which
muast seriously interfere with discipline
in the school and lower the prestige of
the Headmaster. And what is worse,
the Government have demonstrated that
they do not know their own mind ; for
they at first permitted a detention of
157, then reduced the pereentage to 10,
and finally forbade all detentions!
The next logical step would be to
ban detentions in all clusses, and I
should not be surprised if this step
was taken.  Then indeed, would be
established an educational paradise
and the Headmaster freed for ever

from the nightmare of ¢detention
strikes !

I must also refer, in this connection,
to the Government’s move for the
constitution of advisory committees for
aided Colleges. Tvery advisory com-
mittee is to bave nine members, of
whom eonly two need be teachers—the
prinecipal and a representative of the
staff,— and the Committee is to have the
power to ¢advise’ and assist the
management on practically all matters
connected with the running of the
College.  You can easily imagine how
“helpful” such advisory Committees
would be! It is elear that no self-
respecting person could afford to be
Principal of 2 College under such condi-
tions, I am entitled to ask, as a
member of the Provincial Advisory
Board of Education, (of which, by the
way, our President is also a member,)
why the Board was not consulted on
either of these two important measures,
Tunderstand that the Board of Secondary
Education was never consulted on the
subject of dectentions. Our Univer-
sities have in no wuncertain terms
condemned this new move of the Govern-
mznt, but the Government seem bent
upon going ahead with their plan at
any cost.  What else is this than Fas-
cism masquerading as drmocracy ?

The Government’s cfforts to improve
the lot of the teacher are undoubtedly
to be commended; but the perpeiuation
of & caste system in the teaching pro.
fession cannot be commended. What
justification eould there be for the brand
of inferiority deliberately sanctioned,
for instance, in local hodies ? Irrespec.
tive of the finances of a local body, all
its servants other than teachers are bound
to be granted ¢ weightage’ in salary for
past service, but the teachers need not
be granted such weightage. if the finances
of the local body do not permit it! No
words of condemnation can be too strong
for the siep-motherly treatment meted
out to teachers by a government which
calls itself the peoples’ government,

But, while ceaselessly agitating for
an mmprovement in our lot, let us not
for a moment forget the nobility of our
calling and demean ourselves by resort.
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The Dcp:n'tmeut of
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reculations laid down by the State

the freedom oi in-
en. In our province

the Staie believes in
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ad contert of eduea-
conduct of institu-
Councils have been

constituted for schogls and Colleges.

given to these bodi-s

by Bermless, those of us who

badies {unetion in

practice fully realise they are often

ef trouble and needless
interfevence than of assistance to the
hen again reeently
it w it haw gone forty abolishing  the

select 'up)! for the

cxamination On the ques-
sminations and dl ¢ir place in
the educational systern, there may be
differener of ¢pinion.

But so fong as
titive test is recog-
usiness of the State

tn state =vho should or should not sit for

Whatever may be
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the raison deetre of selection examina-
tions, it is not for the Government to
say whether it should or should not he
held. It is a matter entireiy oithin the
digeretion of the school utheritics who
only are competent to settle the ques.
tion. To issue instructions to hold or
not to hold selection cxaminetions
amounts to mneedless interferonce und
amounts to arrogating to themsclves
powers which they do not pos:issor
even if they have they should not exer-
cise.  Such interference savours of
faseist ment: ity and Is inconsistent
with the ideals of a democratic State,
I shall not be surprised if temorrow a
wkase is issued by the Ministry of Bdue
cation on their own initiative that there
shall bLe no competitive tests
BMay T also ask if the tc‘thi')(rp:'oi"&
was consulted before issuing the order
and if so whether it nequicened in the
decicion ?

The Sec
wishing t}

1‘cL "v ’mvn read the mes
e Conference every suce

The next function was the unveiling
Fale ]

of 2 pertrait of Jinhutme Gandhi,

Prof. A Roma Iver said thaz Sri .
Qnrcn)mzm, who was to perferm the
tunction, was unable to do so being
away abt Bangalore, and soid that Sri
M. S Sabhesan hed alre ady apreed to
perform it.

Unveiling the portmit Jri \u“zmr

said that the tack of unveiling g aporira
of the architect of Indinn Freedom, thn
father of the Indian Nation, was of
special significance.  The eircumstanaes
under  which  Mabhatme  Gundbi owes
assassinatad were well known,  That aer
has thrilled the whole world which iy
still mourning the loss of this
citizen. He worked in every
social, religious, cconomic wnd cu

In  edueation he wus o
emphasising the importunce e
Before that, Governrent wauld
touch anything relating to ciaft w
suspicion. But Gandhiji devsted by
whole attention to it ~md culled upon
experts to think of it and now thes were
all convineced that al Jeust in basic
education craft has to reccive speeinl
attention.

2
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The openine of Educ.tiona]l Exhibi-

tion was the Inst function of the inorn.
inyr session on the opening day.

The JMows Bev, J

3lendones, T D,
ML who prrforined

fon spoke of the importance of

5 fune

susl exhibitions in promoting o spirit
o7 ul‘",nu; feiendship and goodwill

I; \)I)l H

tary announced  that the
i nittee svould meet in the
afternoen ‘he  morping  session
coneided
. 2

e Moctling
csolutions were
ion by the Sub.
meet 'ng on the
3o Iu, at
thi g “tiona l(,n lere, with
Suoyona xuw;mu v o P.(,;cht
1T esident nt the out=
annonnerd th would be appro-
st o inelud solutinn of condo-
touching t}‘;e dcnt’n of AMahuatma

atuw over an
o el the dreaft
z_n.,!ci)d in open

hour, 3
of the
SESS8i0l O

SECOND DAY'S PROCUEDINGS

the second day's
> hecan with a
in  IFr2e
wi Training
S Sundaram

iz 0“ huad ulwivs
(.u “nu)mcln‘ if in  the
! siph was to he
coround,  India
~n entity in
novities Lad

i sund this
g ion of the
esunbry. T removed this
fear the o r From t‘i‘ b pniu* of

; 11
view he should e majority com-
aunity dn rees Todig to deciare 1ty
support for @ Hinde St e, I they gave

np their rehigions teadition, they would
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be slavishly imitating countries like
Russia, U." €. A. or Inclind. He
varned those in charee of educutional
planning not to deo awav with religion
bhut to sec thot rf:lirrf()u:' instruction is
given on a plon aeeceptable to all,

Sri Balakrishna Iver, also a retired
teacher, fovonwred the seiting up of o
statutory Fody to consider edu wtional
reorganisution snd urged the nationali-
sation of the teaching profession.

Sri V.o S Venkatunaravana (Nellere)
spoke on ** Training of Tenchers in Free
India®. He said that the least qualifi-
cation for a tcacher should bLe the
Matriculition standard with two vears
of intensive training. Separate trainine
should be given to 1hose to bhe put in
charge of basie «ducation  The tracher
q1‘(‘uld Lie .r-uvu: in soeind
and the prefession
attractive by fixing
1005130 for seeond
and Bs, 120—5—00 Jor L. i

Sri 8. Srinivasan of Che vyar said that
however much they might ;zIorv of the
past, they must now p T i worthi-
ness ior rhn‘oc,(.cv and for this a new
order of teachers -wvas nceded. There
was need for o erand crganication of
teachers like ihe }muonul Lducation
Ascocinfion of 7. 5. A.

Sri G Srinivass L} "n"
ﬂnt th"‘l‘C was

as citizens.
house,

to Lthn’a?c m t‘“
He was sorry

in education-—
heing consideroid
clementary  sehye Sudra.
Tiney must do wwny with this cvol-
ing a kind ¢f trainine hat would put
teachers of all olosses on o fouline of
cquulity. B

and th-

:‘\Ir. . N Subrarmaniam (3adana-
peite) satd ihat new fvnes of teachers
could not bz had ey were

assured of everything {o

s

tented. If they wanted their children
to be properly educated they must be
prepared to pay the teachers properly.
Educstion in Free India must be based
on a casteless socicty and s democratice
cosmopolitan state.

Sri T. P. Srinivasavaradan (Madras)
gaid that education in Free India pre-
supposed a democratie covernment and
a literate clectorate. The view was
veering round that the high school
course must be extended by one more
year.  Twelve years education was
ab\oluteh necessary when they intro-
duced the regional hmwu‘.rve as medium
of instruction. Alter Augnst 15, 1947,
provinces were trying to cut away from
each other, It was desircble to main-
tain uniformity so far as secondary
education was concerned,  There should
be Provineial Advisory Boards set up
s¢omust he hrouvlt under an
Al o Advisory Beard. At least in
figh Sehieols, if Enalish is to disappear,
the national Jungunge must he compul-
sorily taught,  Personslly he would
commend the teaching of the Federal
Language should be taken up in the
furior busic in respect of conversation,
not script. The trainipg of teachers
wis important and the introduction of
Ik“(h]"” 2t the end of Torm III was
bound to he a failure.

Ay, u’*(’mn im lyer {Katpadi) urged
the noed o stntus of teach-

ir. G Kris
poiy: said they n
‘.';‘.‘xl":cv that 83

nu‘tuv (Trichino-
t first drive out the
cent of the people

core uneduen ted TU exercise the vote
\.h:f was needed was education and not

’U :J »«

tieracy. It was the duty of the Central
jovel nncnt to frame a suitable scheme
of educntion for the purpose.
Jr. RL Zlabadev an {Mayavaram) said
that it they wimed uf universal lltemcy
they juust have conscription for the

puipese. The  Government of India
must take the zr::punsibilitv for bring-
ing about free compulsory r>lemcnt'u'y
education.

M. S Vaidvamtimn {Alathur) said
that the task of translating books in
regional and national Iangu{zges was a
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stupendous one hut it was un important
task  English was still important.
Just as Pandit Neliru had called for a
truce in industry so he would sugrest a
truce in ecucatien. Let us have no
change for the time being.  Let us give
time to the Central Government to make
up its mind and give us a broad frame-
work.

Mr. A, S. Naravana Iver (Palghot)
said that edueation ond lherxcy should
go hand in hand. S¥hile the regional
language was important, there was no
use minimising the value of Engilish.
The mother tongue hiad its place in the
primary and secondary stauzes. Sn the
later stages they could not neglees
English or Hindi. As o tescher of
science he found translation hud brought
about havoe. He also pleaded for the
provincialisation of the . edueational
service.

Mr, K Narayanan {Abiramam) said
that to make the school going population
literate a large number of teachers was
required and the problem of supply of
teachers was therefore a stupendous one,
The university of Boinbay had instituted
a diploma course in tCJChll)“', extending
over a period of two years, which matri-
culates were allowed to take up, A
similar course couid be adopted here.
Another suggestion he desired to make
was that graduztes might be treated as
qualified teachers us it was beinyg done
in England as o temporary measure,
with a right to appear for the L T.
examination privately.

Mr. Deenadayalu (Madras) said that
though political freedom had been
achieved, they had mnot yet secured
econtornic Swaraj which alone would
vouch for them better conditions of
service and living,

Mr. S, E Selvam (Malabar) said that
they could not build a system of educa-
tion for free India on the corner stone
of a disgruntled dissatisfied teacher”
If statistics were taken, it would be
found that ounly & small percentage of
persons went to take training in tcachmg
after their education and even thesc on
account of stipends offered. ISven now

instances wers not wanting of teachers
failing in the L. T. examinations and
going in search of other jobs maore
fucrative than the job of tm\hmn The
solution Iay in nvnn a proper minimum
wage for the teacher and wiping out
ceaste 7 oamong  the members of the
prolession.

Alr, KLV Swaminatha Iyver said that
for proper enfurcemint of compulsory
ducation in the elementary stage, the
supsovision and management must vest
with the Government.

3ir. V. Rujagopala Iyver {Dharapuram)
said that the Wardhae scheme was  based
on wu high conception of literuey and
persciality  mad almed to create an
1oternational co.operative soeind order.
Howcur he would like the s:ttmg up of

an expert vommitice in each province
undex the auspives of the Central
Government, to xamine the experiment
and proceed on a  statistical  busis
instead of rushing through and making
it a fuilure. e advocated com 1plexity
and diversity in the sceondary stage of
educ:tion. He considered it would be a
tragedy to drive out English from the
curriculum or to ration i tonlv for five
years. Provision should be available
for teachlng of se sience and for the con-
duct of research through the medium of
Tinglish.

3ir, K. Rangaswami Iyengar siid that
Le regarded teaching as o kind of voca-
tion and not an avocation. He recalled
the ancient Gurukula system and said
that just as they have had political
freedom alinost by surprise, so there
was bound to be a social revolution and
a revolution in education as well,  Edu-

cation shiould be secular but provision
should also be made for the imparting
of moral instruction.

Mr. N. S. Krishnamurthi {Maya-
varam) emphasised the importance of
physieal education in the school curri-
culum and for the framing of the
syliabus in such a manner that the
curriculum is not made heavy.

Mr R Srinivass Iyengor (Peclamedu)
said that Freedom had been aceluimed
by our leaders as being for the common
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that he consi dered the top
ciently been :iscussad and
request Professor Sua l;z
his remarks
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ed that thouuh he W
ly at the instance of i
Hducaton, as veterred fo
the previens dav, it ha: b
tice ot the Minisivy {or some
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SprEciale
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various n
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of th country. His only
; hak “.:: i1 had come in Free
el aet to have any division between
womovoments and govarnmental
A grear deal of the discussions
vriopments which have
fa take ph:a:c 17 our education is to be
sarrbed onoone rigiet Hines, all of which
Hoiled daown to ong i'lm-j viiental faet -
dnones. wWaat paritof the fnance of a
provigee or country ecould they afford

i
i

o spend un Bdusation 7 it wasa ques-
sron uoat only for  economists and
Suanciers but alo for educationists te
study and understand.
) ) d Government last vear,
zara tively larger revenues
roin e provinees, had deeided
cortiin fump sum amounnts
evelopments and alloca-

7 oto ke distt‘ibutcd
q . Kich provin
ed 4 vntun amuumapco.c’*ng
3 Contre was satis-
BREH TS «lﬂv lo;)xn:nt SCICIIES wWere
) 1)3 fruitful. L might surprise
lo know that only Rs. 14 crores
ailed of b v the provinees because
ild not put through many
fur various regsons like lack of
and lack of persounel. This
wear pgaln, in i 8-49, a sum of Rs, 30
tes hoes besa alloeated for distribu-
tion  wmong the provinces for their

yootant  developmental  schemes.
Sducetion is included in these schemes.
fv 13 for the Bducation Minister to ask
for acerina cllocati n out of tm lump
sw drawn froin tiae Cenire to be set
apart exclusively {or edueational dave
lopment.,  Gver and over uzain when we
spea of educational facilitics we scem to
vreck ou the voek of finance.

With regard to school buildings Mr.
Sundaram said, the Central .\d"lbOxV
Board of Education stated that it was
never coutemplated that school build-
ings could be built out of current reve-
nues.  Because il they had to build a
net work of schiools ull over the country
side, they had to have expert guidance
on the mod:l scnool muldmrr and a
department exclusively for mamtamlng
tlmm, acecording to health and other
laws. No effort had so fur heen made in
our country w: to whatnodel an elemen-
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tary school should be like in ruval arcas
and how a high school should be like.
We have made no progress in the matter
of rousing local enthusiasm for the
opening of schools.  In small countries
like Denmark. for instance, the school
building is the centre of the commu.
nity’s activitics. The school building
is not merely meant for school chilidren
hut for eertain hours of ihe dav the
school is common property. The prople
in the area tike a pride o their sebonl
building. They utilise it for all mnnerv
of pul poses.  We have not put ou® ideas
of schonl buildinos to any kind of nse
except that they should be kept under
lock and key of the management ov the
I\.eadm.srer, to be used onlv for crowd.
ing in n number of pupils during the
hottest part of the day.

In foreion eountries, Mr  Sund:ram
said, people plawnned for school [arenl.
ture. ¢ There is a department of
rescarch which works V'\h.);\r*l on
different types of scheol furniture - what
is sood for the veriebrac of o child of
nine, six or fifteen, and so on’. We
have to take up this question and educa-
tionists have every right to get their
ideas clurified as to what could make a
good att.active school.  There is an
older school of thought which says:
“ Why require a school building at all.
Why not teach children under the
shade ¥’ To thery, Mr. Sundaram said,
his answer was simple. If they still
believed in teaching their children
under the shade they might as well
leave them to hear songs of the birds on
the trees.”

A third subject which had been dis-
cussed at some length was basic educa-
tion. After ten years of this being
current in the educational vecahulary it
was somowhat surprising that people
did not fully wunderstand what w.s
meant by basic cducation. Now this
basic education was & dream which was
devised to comprise certain ideas funda-
mental to every child. The content of
that education was that every child
while going to schiool should also learn
indircetly through educational methods,
a kind of vocational interest. Fle should
not be merely o repository of informa.
tion and knowledge. The child must

begin to use limbs and create. The idea
was by no means novel to our country.
In other eountries they call them trade
sehools and by =0 many other names,
There area net work of agricultural
stheols in the TUnited States. They
learn practical noriculture while they
spend part  of their tim~ in schools.
Where a coun'rv is asvicultural the
basic industry s agricultural. Our
promsters of b Sio education hive more
or less ignored the fundamental industry
of this country. Th-re ave bundreds of
craits In our coun Lry vhich can be
wiilised to Impart education to children.
There is no mlmnm' a t all in children
workinz.  No child after reaching the
age of disceetion wonld srudse to lubour.
As g matter of fact, the ensrgy of the
child coulid proitable be aliracted to
labour. provided the lubour was made
enjoyibie  Ho ad found childven in
the United States from the age ol nine
working throughout theiv hlidivs and
gaing for any typs of labour, i‘hr*; did
not (ool there was anvthing of indignity
in any kind of I.xbour. ""mzc were
tickats checkors, those who distributed
NeWsPAPRTs und those engaged in all
types of nskivity for which they were
paid and childeea liked to be paid.
Particularly in the rusal areas in this
country wa could harness the energy of
chiidven and bring them to mt\,ngent
labour. ‘That would se basi: education.

The next subject to which o great deal
of attention hid been paid was the use
of the mother toogu2, the regionnd
language and the fedeval langaange.  All
educators will agree that « child has
the greatest facility to express itself in
his or her mother tongue. At the same
time it was wrong to say that children
suffered a oreat desl if they wore asked
to learn another nglugc. ‘They coald
experiment on making o child learn
two languages throuzh p]ay. It would
notat all be u steain for a child to
learn more than one or two languages,
provided it was made to learn them not
as o tusk but just as play. There was
no need to lerislite on the matter A
child in a multi.lingual ares could not
be prevented from hearing all sorts of
sounds, Ina city like Madras it should
be possible for cvery child to learn both
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Tamil and Telugu. The mother tongue
must undoubtedly  he th

medium of instruction. In that scheme
of things quite o large number of
children could learn two nnd Litor theee
languages. In respect  of HWiglish, i
was o matter on which they conld nog
legislate.  No legislature could
should abandon insli
lish has taken root
than 150 vears wnd ¢
disappearance may be as
the process by which they
A language is not ecasily avquired or
easily  forgotten. But covers  eflors
should be made to give the opportunity
f3ranvy new  languace ©o assume the
mportance of an interprovineist i

age or of & federal lanpuage
decision taken at the Confe:
Vice-Chancellors, 3Mr. Suudiram
there was no short-sinlitedness on their
part. There were muany ‘.'i'm.CE HE
cellors who frankiy said that industni
was as much a {oreigu Iknqu :
certain parts ef the country as Bl
was. The position therefore was that
English being an internitional lanzuame
was going to remain. They gouxd not
replice that by another and =2 they had
to learn it not bhecauss it was the
language of the Dx]f:.m:nnr but Just
happened to be spolien ai  internue-
tional conferences tuduy.  As regards
the fact that certain antount ¢ 3
respect hurt and made ¢l
the time had come to sul
with gne of their own I
gquite & norrmal sense
occasion to speak with munyv
Viee-Chancellors  informully,
them (lic was from this part
country) said: < Give us a
within five yeurs from now,
Hindustani is going to be et
language.”

et

if today you say that the rases
speaks English best of wl the Indian
Nationals, the sume th‘lu; coufd be said
of Hindustani, whicn will be vory well
spoken, written and mastered by the
Madrasece  Let ue not vesist it Lot
the teachoers of this part of the countey
give it a little encourigement instead
of resisting 1t. Il you resist if, you

1 ‘ L - et * 1

far as comwmon All-India progressive
ideas go.

Turning to the question of religion in
cduention. Mr. M. 8 Sundaram  said
that the fundunente] of all education is
religinn —conduct towards fellowmen is
d on relivion, ethics, morality all
are relicion. But to say that denomi-
nationl should he - the basis of
eduzation would be too late fo uphold
because most wart of the world had
given un the idea. To suy that 1o Free
Indin there oushi to bz freedom for
denomination.d schoels to exist no one
would objeet. Tor instance no one was
£oing to Tnterfeve with ilission Sehools
(like thosz of the Roman Catholic
i or with the prineciples for
Wi ;h;y stood:.  But only where
cducation was ~.mccrncd, thry wanted
to be '1! No oue religion ouzht
i tw :_11\‘-.*11 doninaiee over unother,
whether it was the religion of the
minerity ov of the mnjority. So it was
the rationale of the question which
had (o be appreciuted by believers in
relirious instruction or education., Il ¢
group oi’ prople did not see the nwzssxby
ol gyoing to siafe se no)!s they were free
f,n uwd ‘cnur m::rl en to schools after

voints  discussed
S teachers and how
muld be  trained.
sut bwe 'mlnun teachers
India.” Mp Sundaram
s fnorder o carry out the scheme
ol universa Lvuuc“‘xou from the age of
six to jourteen, uud selective eduecation
from fourteen to sixteen or seventeen.
_’»Zos of the speakers who preceded him
coiupleicly omitted any reference to
cooof woinen in tiv: professien.
Free India they had already recog-
pises the tremeidous importance of
wonien, cpporiunity for them to lend
t'ncxr hund in buildiug up the educa-

tiona! systemn which 1s so imperfect

T

'mn . Of the two million teachers af
Lo h
il

X

east T.20,000 feschers weuld be needed
or cleinentary schools alone and by all
cuons of ciducational thought they
shoutd Le woien :f they had to get the
best advantive of a child’s cducation in
the proper sense of the term. We have
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woman teachers all over India. To
inerease the number there is only one
way and that is to cduenic the poorest
women of this country, not to educate
enly those who canallord toget ducation
and then beeame very beoutiful orne-
ments of different households, whe vould
not do any service inrcfurn for what the
community has spent on them. Ivery
child that goes te school costs the tex-
paver something. If women’s education
1s going to assume a very imyportant
role , women have got to by usked to
respond, when they finish their «duca.
tiop, by contributing something towards
the community that “has educaled them,
We want these teachers, perticularly
among women, to he recruifed {rom
among the poorest, witha view te pet
them to enlist in the teacking profession
at least for a period of five to ten vears.
Reference was made to conseription. It
was o matter worth thinking ahout. A
few weeks ago the prime minister o
India in one of his speeches almost
spontaneously deseribed conscription as
a last resort to liquidate illiterucy ond
bring about some semblance of educaticn
and training in citizenship. Now we
do mnot have suflicient government
teachers to bring all the children, alout
45 millions, who have to be brought
under any schosl. It was said we would
have an army of teachers if we gave them
rations, cloth, food and shelter. The
country must face such a measure. One
of the provinees has passed a resolution
that university graduates after passing
their examinations will have to go into
training and do social work fer a period
of six months before thev are elisgible to
obtsin their degrees. Let us not scoft
at attempts of that kind. You will
huve to find a solution for the problem
and people who are devising varicus
schemes do so out of sheer necessity of
the situation. It mieht be tiat 30 per
cent of thosc conseripted might e utter
failures but given recsonable chance
they also might be suceessful  In zll
these big changes ihiat ave ahead of us
what we roquire in our counfry is
strong public opinion, which we do not
have today—public opinion which
ought to shew itself in the press and in

ments and criticisms on every measure
Inunched eitlier by experiment or by
private ageneies. It is not alene the
task of Government  We de not want
our Government which has just installed
our Governmen! in power lo say we
vould throw the bLlame for everything
on Government. Education in TFree
Indiz to me will mean education which
can be conducte! by n variety of free
vayvs @ free from Government  shackles,
if pmecessary; and free to show enfer.
prisc.  One Vice.Chancellor recently
seid @ «I do not wunt to take any
Government prant. The moment T take
i, then will come all ccmmittees and
commissions, ask me to conform to
their regulations.”  The same thing was
mentioned by the President of the
Celumbia University whe said @ ¢ We
do not take a single dollar from the
0. 8. Government, because any frecdom
from Governnient is worth prescrving.”
Se edueation inFree India need not neces-
sarily ‘oc dominuted by the Government,
either at the Centre or in the Provinees.
If ""cl\eep that os our ideal, give free
vent to our sense of enterprise, to our
capacily to organise to give examples to
otnels as to how community lite could
be lived and built up, Governments
would also learn from the free people
of Free India”

The proceedings of the Conference
then stood adjourned #ill the afternoon.

A message received {rom the Minister
for Education was read.

Reassemabling  in the aiternoon the
Conferenee tool up for discussion two
suhjects : ¢ Teachers and Publie Re-
laticns*” and ¢ Discipline in scheols and
colleges .

Mr. A Satyanarayana speoaking first
arrated the hardship to which exami-
ners were put during the conduct of
public examinations. One of the decle-
gates, Mr. Bluke, urged the need of
instilling moral courage in children so
that t])ev might be encouraged to speak
the tuth under all circumstances. He
said that there was a lot a parent could
lo at home to promote the diseipline of
the child.

Mr. A. Ramachandran deplored thc

agion to
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educational institutions. Ii they want-
ed their children to grow up to be inen
and woween of charaeter, he said, the
eo-opciation of the purent and  the
teacher was v, aned the cduce-
tion of women nleo must he given pro.
minenee.

Mr. P. Dor Studating {3adras
said that : v owere cone when
youngsters looked vpon their teachers
with o cortain amount of sacred and
healthy fear. Thev found now pupils
refractory. In socking an answer to the
present  position he  wished  everv
teacher to put himseli the queostion as to
what led pupils of former doye respeet
their teachers. Yias it not the cicred
personality of the tracher thut wos
largely responsible te enable the pupils
to lead a disciplined 1ife 7 Should it not
be necessury, therefore, for toichers to
realise the importinee of personality.
He thoueht it necessury therefore that
teachers should be models and cxuwmples
of great personalities Lo the little ciiild.
ren that sit in the class-reoms. Secondlv
he wished teachers to tauke note of the
trends in modern education, to take the

pupils into 2 sovt of furmnl or informal
confidence  in the administration of
schools. In this connection he com.
mended the exvaple of the Hindu Theo-
logical High Schoo! where 3r. Runaa.
swamy Ivencar able *o put into
effect idenls thev wore frving to wehieve
in respeet of discipline in schesis and
was able to enlist the parinership i
pupile in active school adininist
The teachers’ personity coupler
their sympathetic aititude towards
own pupils weuld g 2 leng wuy in
solving some ni the proviems that con-
front us in respoet of diseipline in
secondary schools.

Messrs. A Ram swinny, B S0 Krishe.
namurthi, % Padmanabhian, & Siva.
raman and Y. Vaidvanatha Iyer took
part in the discussien.

wow

Educadon in

A lecture un ‘Edueativn in Free

Indis ™ was delivered on Friduy evening

by  Swami  Chidbhevananda  of  Sri

Ramakrishna Thapovanam, Thirupala-

thurai, at Lawley Hall, in connection
with the Educational Coaference.

In  building up our educational
sysiem , the Swamiji said, we have to
consider what is the type hand»d down
to us by our great seers. Man is a born
divinity on carth. There is potentinlity
and evervthing divine in bim  The
teachor, move than anybody else, has to
decide his pluce in the nitional s heme.
When e think of o Free India we
should also think of the cucient self-
sufficient dreaming India. Many travel-
lrrs and historians have praised the
civilisation of ancient India. "The life
that people lived then was a model to
the whole of humanity. The basis on
which ancient India built its sccial
structure was not cowmpelition but
cooperation, help to the cntive human
race.  Unfortunately in the inedern
warld eompetition has caunshs hold of
the man.  Instead of becomine o prey to
thiv current, ¢t back to the ancient
svstem, when alone we ansave oussclves
and the world, While modern basie
education is craft:centred, in ancient
days we were o nation of craf*smen—
spinm:':s‘ Weavers, carpeaters, potters,
and so forth. We beeame great not
Leeause of these industei bt beewuse
w2 iwere great in our thoughis and lives.
Confuet with a mighty e aracter makes
the wvorthy cisciple a mighty character
in turn. The wisdom which ancient
Indiy geve was such that it made people
remain simple, made them steady and
people of character. Basic education
in uncient Indis was character-centred
and life-contred  The first need there-
fore vus to have a right epproach to
education. One great pnilesoph r had
said: ¢ What if we have guined the
whole werld and lost our own soul??
Modern man thinks he has no soul to
fose. e has no time to enquire into
his own persenality. If they strucka
harmonised balance between the two,
then ajone thayv would be ahle to build
wrlht type of cheracter. Today they
hatd 1o consider every problem on
an internatipnal basis. Schoolmasters
would he able to make o wondariully
great India iu times to come.

Mr. A, Rama Qyer proposed a vote of
tharks.

THIRD DAY’S PROCEEDINGS

The third day’s session of the Con-
ference was devoted to discussions on
resolutions.

The Conference at the outset placed
on record its profound scnse of grief
over the passing away of JMabatma
Gandhi. The resolution was us follows :

This Conference places on record its
profound sense of gricf over the
passing away of Mahatma Gandhi,
the Father of the Nation, under tra-
gic circumstances znd calls upon all
teachers to emulate his spirit of
goodwill, tolerance usnd kindness,
and to develop a national con-
sciousness among the youth of the
country by inculeating in the
minds of their pupils the ideals of
love, service and sacrifice taught by
Gandhiji.

The next resolution, similarly adopted,

was:

This Conference records its sease of
sorrow at the deatisof Dr. K, R,
Subramanvam (¥Yizianggaram®, S. 8,
Krishnaswamy Iyer :formerly of
Karur), T. V. Krishnaswamy Iyer
(Trichy.; M. C. S. Ananthapadma-
nabha Rao (Trichy:, and A, S,
Iravatham Iyer {Vellorc;.

The third resolution read :

While this Conference is thunkful to
Government for the revision of the
salaries and allowances of teachers
in all institutions, it is constrainzd
to say that the revision is disappoin.
ting and unsatisfactory, especially
in regard to elementary schools,

In moving this resolution, Mr. A. Sats
yaparayana said that this tirne last vear
everything was in the melting pot and
many of them were prevented fram re-
sorting toa strike. Though the position
was still unsatisfactory and disappoint-
ing they have had the best of a bad buar.
gain. The objuct of the resolution was to
serve the clementary scheol teachers who
were still bard hig,

Mr. G. Krishnamcorthi wanted to
move an amendment. The President,
however, ruled it out of order.

3

The resolution was then put to the

House and carried,

AMr, Samual Muthinh moved the next

resolution wwhich read:

This Conference deems it its duty to
invite the attention of the Govern.
ment to the continuance of the
feeling of discortent among teachers
in non-government schools and
colleges awing to the persistence
of time-old anomalies in respeet of
salaries and allowances and is of
opinion that the Government
should reconsider the problem of
salaries and allowances on the basis
of the recommendations of the
Central Pay Commission and fix
the scales of salaries znd allow-
ances for educational cervices irres-
pective of agrncies

Mr, C. Ranganatha lyengar seconded

the resolution.
The resolution was carried.
3e. K. N. Pasupathi moved :

This Conference recommends to the
Governm:atas o first step the adop-
tion in scheols and colleges under
local hodies and recoynised manage-
ments, of the seales of salaries fixed
for teachers in Government schools,
and also appeals to the Government
to enable tlie managements to take
in hand the salary revision by
tiberal grants.

AMr. Pasnpathi said thet the Govern-
went in the past had justified differen.
tial freatment and the Minister for
Education had s:id i3 was inevitable
that teschers serving Government were
sour children’ and thosc serving local
bedies were four step children’ and
those serving aldad  schools were
s nobocy’s children’. 1t was tine that
Geovernment abolished these differences.

Me. 2. Doratkannu Siudaliar second-
ine the resolution said that in Free
india every ene of us was o servant of
the people and the perpetuation of
invidious distinetions between one set
of teachers and another was u perpetua-
tion of the burecaucratic system. It
was for them to agitata that the distine-
tions should go immediately, Now that
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Government had opened  the doors of
high offices in the Education Depart-
ment o teachers in privete serviees
aleo, it was time  the distinetions were
removed,

The Proside

that whatever
micht be the sgonevy under which o
teacher cevved. he should raceive the
same salary and oilowances,  The sub-
jeet came up during  the Advisers’
regime belore the Pestwar Rcco%h‘ur.
tion Committee over which the Gover-
nor presided. It must  be sz;:d in
fairness to the Sdvisers’ regime that
they w“pbd the principle. But our
popular Conyress Government had gone
hack ¢n it.  The Advisers’ regime was
gracious cnough to recognise that the
enste  distipetion  amongst  tcachers
should bc dene nway with.,  The efleet
of the perpetuation ol the differences

i

was that no Government servant  was
inte rcs,cd n .‘.‘tcndmg their confevence
beeause he felt he belonged to the
Brahmin caste, the Toeal Board
employee considered he belonged to the
second caste and it was the aided school
master, the butt of ridicule who was the
vietim of all sufferings. This was the
wmost  imporfant resolition  that the
Conference should pass.
The next vesolution moved by Mv. L.
R. Natesa Iver read:
This  Con'erence  convevs to the
Government he wront dizcpnoing-
o teschess  ond
wothe delsy in the
consideration of guestions relet ing
to weightage for serviee, inercased
dearness slicwance, ard the giants
promised in connection with the
adoption of the Govermmenr seales
in aided schools. and is oblised to
point eut that cven the henefit
promised by the Government ean-
act be had in time and as o motter
of cours, owing to administrative
celays and  difficaltics. It vequests
Government to fake steps to avoid
such deleys and ::p[:‘;'.l' to Govern-
ment that all these benefits wien
approved, he civen mluu to retros-
pectively fre Ist January 1047
Mr. Natesa lyer said that in many
cases they-had been allowed to raise the

ment  caused
rranaserients

school feec and several enlightened
managements had already increased the
salaries for their staff not only at
Government rates but even more. But
Government were not ina position to
enforee all managem:znts to pay at
Government rates, beeause managements
might say they could not then run their
institutions and the responsibility
would then fall on them to run the
schools,

Mr. T. P, Srinivasavaradan referred
to administrative delays and difficulties
and said the revision of salaries as from
ist Jenuary 1947 was not going to be
accepted.

'Vhe resolution was put to the House

nd carried.

T]lL Conference then adjourned to
meet in the afternoon for consideration

of other resolutions on the agenda.

~ Re.assembling in the afternoon the
Conference adopted further resolutions.

3Mr. 5. Vaidyvanathan moved :

This Conference recommends to the
Government the immediateappoint-
ment of an expert committee for
the reorganisation of the Oriental
schools and colleges in consultation
with uuiversities.

T -3 5
The mo‘ x,r saic VEIRE gstudents who
ere sent" 4o these mquuutxons suffered

from 2 hendicap in' that thev offered
insiruction only in oriental languages
and not in any suhwct of general know-
l(-dn This was recognised by a
Umv"rqltv Commission as early as 19386,
Some years ago & few general subjects
were ineluded but these were also not
cnough so that the: students coming out
of these institutions were not accepted
Ly the emaployment market and were
only i.ccepted  for appointments as
Pandits or Munshis in high schools or
colleges. In Travancore, on the other
hand the instruction offered in such
institutions enabled the reccipients to
beceme efipible for appointment under
Government und they were considered
equal in all respeets to students coming
out of different high schools and
colleges. If they kept in view the
importance of Oriental languages to

h 4

38th MADRAS PROVINCIAL EDUCATIONAL CONFERENWCE 2

cultural life, they would recognisz the
urgency of the prohlem.

Mr. M. V. Subramanyam  seconding
the resolution urged that the status of
the teachers of Oviental lungu
should be the same as those Lwr'hm,q
other languages :

Mr. V. S. Venkatanarayana move:d
the next resolution which ran thus:

This Conference urges that adequzic
provision should be made in the
training schools und collcges for o
special coursz of insfruction to the
trainees in the regional languryc
with a view to enabling fthem to
use efficiently the rwxon'ﬂ lanpuages
as media of instruction.

The mover sald that i was the

1
compiaint of most of the tlachers o
of
f

=3 ey

regional languages thut  teachers
subjects throwh the regional lancu:
were undeing what they had been tu
ching in the classes, as they lacked
idiomatic expression in the regionud
language.

Seconded by Mr. XK. Naravanan, the
resolution was duly adopted.

Mr. S. Srinivasan {Cheyyar} moved:

This Conference urges on the Govern-
ment the need for an immediate
further revision of the pay now
fixed for secondary grade teachers,
drawing masters, physm al training
mstructor s, music and needle work
teachers, art and craft inasters,
clerks and library measters.

Mr. Srinivasan said that it was the
secondary grade teachers that had been
hit the hardest. Starting on Rs. 45 his
annual increment was Rs. 2 and he
reached the maximum in his grade,
namely Rs. 85 at the end of 20 yeurs,
while the maximum for an L.T. was
Rs. 145 which he reached in 14 years
starting on Rs. 75. The worst of it was
that a secondary grade teacher got
Rs. 45 after undergoing training two
years, while a clerk in a Taluk Office
got the same starting salary

Mr. A. Visweswaran seconded the
resolution which was carried.

'The next resolution moved L
Mr, S. Natarajan read :

This Conferenes while reeo;nising th
Lhnprovements effected in the cor
tract to ensure security of tenure ¢
feachers 1 sgeeendary  school:
“"quesh the Government to malk
suitable chuinges in the servic
register for ensuring secuvicy ¢
tenuve of service of  teachers i
alded elementary schools.

The mover seid tazt for well over
decude the Union had been czitating {o
& revision 6f the form of contract an
for variouws other regulitions that woul
ensure seerriby of tenure under  al
neeneies.  As a result ol these persis
tent efforts in  November last th
Covernment passed orders revising th
form of contruci and also framin
certain rules enc cmending the 3Madra
Edueatioral Rules, whe e.)v the Direc
tor of Public Iunsiruciion and th
Governmeznt could see to it that th
terms of agreement entered into by th
teacher and mansgeme nt would be kep
by both the parties. A perusal of th
agreement shows thas the contrac
ensures a definite progress in servie
regulations.

Mr. J. Vaidyaunathan seconded &he
resolutiorn.

Mr. G. Krishnamurthi (mr)u;uf‘ the
esolution siving it was det rimantal te
the whole teaching profession.

Are. G. Srinivasaehori sald  that  h
wanted them all to think what the
resolution meant. The modifications ix
the contract were effected after consul
ting the 1'ep1'esentatives of the teaching
profession. e had occasion to stud;
the revised contruct with the Lhorouvh
ness expected of onz having to comment
on it editorially in a journal and he was
emphatically of the view that it was ac
improvement on the original contraei.
WWhether it satisfied every one or noi
vas a different matter. All he would
sav wus that it went far enough tc
satisfv them. Personally he and the
late S.T. Ramanujam were against this
contract itself. To say that there
should be no contract was, however, «
different matter from onc of judging
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the merit of o odificitinn. No great
harm would be done by cecupiing the
resolution.

Mr. L. B. Natesa arred e th
safeguards in the agreemond providing
that a schosl authority she u\l b fepmi-

nate the servieces of 'J:- acher srumuiarily
or otlicrwise without wiaiing in writing
the grounds for taking thw setion and
secondly that u school whority shall
not, except with the p,-c.' iows  per-
mission of the Distviet Tduoational
Officer, torminade the serviees of =
teacher ror inco:npviﬂnu\ i," he has put
in five yeurs’ ellicient sesviee ofrer being

confirmed in his appointment

)

Mr. S. Ramachancra: ’)hpl".‘,LBU that
the S 1.T.U. aceepted the terms
offered by (yovc'nmﬂl wi-‘:; he result
that the teachers in the mofns;-ﬂ were
the real suilerers.

Atter some more discussion, the
mover sald that various Distriet Guilds
made suggestions for the cmendment of
the contract. The Lxecutive of the
Union considered chem, took all the
common points neeessary for the modifi-
cation of the contract. As a result of
persistent agitation for the incorporation
of those points in the contract, the
Government appointed 2 committec
which examined them. If was toue that
teachers once appoint:d to their posts
would like not o be d .turbed Bat
there were limitations in the existing
framework of Government and other
agzencies running educ:tionul institu-
tions. As Mr. Srinivasachari had said
they must reccognise that thz rovised
contract was an improvement over the
original one.

The resolution was carried.
Mr. K. V. Swaminstha Iyer moved :

This Conferenee reiterates the Bellary
Conference resolution that the
children of teuchers be granted fee
concession in secoiriary schools and
colleges as long as they continue to
make satisfactory prosress

Mr. R. Jahadevan  scconded  the

resolution,

Mr. G. Krishnamurthi moved for the
dropping of the words ¢ Bellary Con-

ferencc rosolniion™ and substituting
instead ¢ dadras Conferznes  resolu-
tion *’

was aceeptod by the mover
::wolut ion was carvied.

¥
i

. Somasundaram movedw @

recominends that the
he )l ed to permit
ict uu'xrd to grant,
- effeet from the
date of  its ,“s,uonf.irm»tzzce. hill
sHowanes to teachers in Kodaikanal
and to increas: the rate in propor-
tion to the vevised pay. It further
resolves to regquost the Govermment
to direct the Biadura Municipality
to pay its teachers salary for the
period when they were on strike.

1

cramant
1 )Is.d"t';. I

Seconded by AMr. Avadanicr  the
resolution was dulv carried,

PRESIDENT'S CONILUDING
ADDRESS

In winding up the proceedings, the
President observed : ¢ It now remains
for me to thank all those who have
helped me in conducting the delibe-
rations of the Conference. We had
a large number of specches yesterday.
It is true some of the speakers
in  their  exuberance  might  have
missed tileir points and in the midst
01' heat  used  langaasge  sometimes

treme K.Ad unps latable, But know.
ing as I do the toavails and the suffer-
ings of the members of the profession,
sinee the war began, I can very well
undersiand how every teacher whose
heart is bleeding wanted to pour
forth his feelings. I feel that most of
the teachers who 'Lpl)eared to Dbe bitter
against Government or the S. I.T. U.
were 5o not because they did not like
them but because there was no satis-
fectory solution for their problems. I
am sure the teachers here do not fail to
recognise the great work of the S 1I.T.U.
waich as a representative body had to
carry on open agitation and sometimes
negotiations behind scenes, Do  not
think the S, 1. T. U. or its Working
Comumittee wants to betray your cause.
You do not realise how difficult it is
to negotiate. Neyotiutions are always
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very difficult and somcthmes success is
only teroparery. We have often to make
compromises in order to avail of an
advantaice and  further our ause
Remember ¢ Union is stire ‘nm ! ‘. The
S. I T U. represents the teaching pzr
fession.  The more you strengthen it,
the 1nare  will owr canse sueen d
Therefore I weould like vone to vy
round the 3. 1. . U. and wive 1L your
moral, financic! and  every kind of
support that you can wfford to v,
With ~uchsupport it will go onworking
for rour cause.

I have vaceived o number of leticrs
from teachsrs from all paris of tho
Presidency and sametimes  fecl how
those in authority do not roulise the
sgany through which most of your ure
passing.  Much of the trouble that pez-
sons i authority ave causing aad much
of tie misunderstunding (or which they
themselves wre responsible, will not be
there if ounly they will take the teaching
profession into their coniidence.

I contrasted the attitude of the
Government of India towards this Biu-
cational Conference with that of the
Government of 3indreas, Have we seen
all these days any  representative
deputed by the Government of Madras?
We arc very grateful £ the Government
of India for having seut their repre.
sentative to listen to the various dis
cussions heore. The  attitude  that
those 11 authority are the biggest
Pandits te lay down the law which you
must obey, that you are sutomatons and
have no persenality, must be depreeated.
If you have no personality, how ean
you assist the growth of personﬂllfy m
children? 1 am sure the S. L
will take up this and it will not res’r
content till its voice is recognis.d and
heard on every educational reforur.
\Why should not the Minister fo: Edu-
cation be here? If he had only asked
us to arrange the date to suit his con.
venience, we would have done so. Let
alone the Minister. VWhai prevented
the Director of Public Instruction, the
Divisiona! Inspeetor of Schools, or even
the District Educational Officer to be
present here to take note of the pro
ccedings on various matters on whxch
the Govermment are passing orders

almost every day 7 But let us noton
th et sccouns lose heart.  3luny speakers
have told vou that the tcaching profes.
sion is a noble ons. Most of vou have
tolen to it not hoeanse you ave not fit
ur you do nnt want o tuke up any other
p“oﬁ ssion. Nohody who pursues any
other vrofessinn saerifices s much as
the teceher does. Sspeelally the cle-
mentary school teaeher f,,'!‘.x.‘:. up the
amenitiog of eity life and lives in the
of dirt and squalor. But for these

would we have frezdom,
WO 11 thore have bzen such an awaken-
i i the eountry o3 fo nave aadse the
British quit India? I we want to
n the {recdom m‘i hae heen won,
W must assist the Goevernment and the

pmunity,  You o feac he evs are the
cenires of Iniluence Jor good or evil and
it is the business of Lhe Stuie to seo that
vour influenes is always exercised for
soad, Itis in the intercsts of the State
i ser that they do not alienate vour
svmpathy  and  support. After all,
vk are your demands? \ou gimply
: enough to cnable you to work,
You say: Do not a:k us to wo to school
with an empty stomach to teach child-
ren who are equally half starved.”

5

This leads me to the other subject -
equatly important - provision of midday
meal to school children. 1 am one of
those whe Lelieve in it One of the pro-
minent fentures of the postwar educa-
tional  programme  adopted by the
bureaueratic Government was the giving
of a free midday menl for all elementary
school children. A popular Govern-
ment has come and scraped that,  Of
course various reasons are given for
seraping if, though 1 feel that this
seraping  of the provision for n midday
meal is going to retord the progress of
elementary educution. 1t has been the
cxperienee of the Labour Department
th.u wherever children throughout the
presidency are given a free midday
nmiczl, the attendance is good. if an
elementary school has to estublish itself
in a particular place, the strength
nust be good, the attendance must be
good. Tt is only later we heve to think
of instruction that is impuarted to them.
‘The midday meal will not only improve
the health of children but also cnable

a3 oz
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them to be regular in attendance and
benefit by the instruction imparted.

Friends, I do not know how to express
my gratitude to the Reception Com-
mittee for giving me the opportunity to
meet you and to listen to all that you
had to say not only about your lot, but
to the views you hold on the different
aspects of education, Beiny in the pro-
fession, you know what vour difficulties
are better than those like me or like
those who sit in Government offices
and issue instructions. That is why {
strongly deprecate any attitude on the
part of Government tc force u reform
without previously ascertaining  the
opinions of those who have to work that
reform. The tcaching profossion must
claim the right to be heard. If that
right is not conceded who is going o
suffer ? It is the community, the
tax-payer.

I am grateful to 3Ir. Rama Iver and
to the Reception Committee for making
us all comfortable here. To the volun-
teers who have been at work day and
night attending to our needs to them
also we are all grateful. T cannot ulso
forget the authorities of the Catholic
BMission who have placed this beautiful
hall at our disposal. I inust thank the
delegates, some of them for their exube.
rance and for the paticnce with which
they submitted to my rulinos, It s
very difficult for 2 person wheo feels
very much on « point to be told he is
out of order. If you feel that the rules
are wrong, revise them. After all, the
S. I. T. U. is your imstitution. You
model it as you like, but once the
constitution is framed, obey it.

You are the creators of the Tfuture
gencration. Let that be vour consola-
tion. In the buildinz of & new Iadia,
2 Free India, the feeling that you are
enabled to play your humble part must
enthuse you. I think Iforgot to thank
those who Lave contributed to the
success of the LExhibition. "They have
done very good work,

Mr. A. Rama iyer, Chairman of the
Reception Commmittee, said he did rot
feel half os proud when he presided over
a Provincial Educational Conference as

he felt now. He had been full of mis-
eivings about the success of the
Confercnce owing to dearth of active
workers. ‘'The 1933 Conference was suc-
cessful because of the exertions of the
late 3. I Ramuanuja Iyengar. At every
stuge he eould not help ieeling the loss
sustuined by their organisution and by
Thiruchivapalli in particular in  the
death of that grest {riend of his. If he
had been alive toduy this Conterence
vould bhave been infinitely more suc-
cessful thun 1t had been. He said so
beeause he felt that the Conference had
been o success in spite of all short-
comings. e did not believe thuat any
other sezssion was attended by such a
large body of fetlow teacners during all
the three days of the s:ssion as this
session had  been, and  this, as the
President had said, could not have been
possible without the help of the autho-
rities of the St. Joseph's College

Mr., Rama Iyer continued: I now
propose o vote of thanks to one indivi-
dual who has been mainly responsible
for the success of tnese threz days’
session, namely, onr president. Ie is
the most construcsive thinker and critic
on the problem of education facing us
today. 1 said this in my address and
you icualise I was not mistakes. His
Presidencial  Address is o document,
carefuily studicd. Though he is not
performing the task of teaching he is
certainly an eduentionist in the scnse
that he has taken the trouble to study
the problems of education and is capable
of speaking-on them with authority, It
is very necessary for us to associate
now and then with persons who are not
actually teachers and are capable of
guiding and directing them with the
authority of kunowledge and wisdom.
'This President has not only shown
himself an autherity on educational
problems but duving these three days
has so moved with them as to evoke the
adimiration of one und all and they all
felt perfectly at home with him. He
never spoke or acted as i he looked
upon himself as a nyn-teacher.

It is an anomaly that the President
of the Cunference should not guide und
direct the work of the S, 1. T. U. for the

38th MADRAS PROVINCIAL EDUCATIONAL CONFERENCE 219

rest of the year. He is not like the
President of the Indian National
Congress, There is the President of
the 5. 1. T. U. « But may I tell you,
Sir,” Mr. Rama  Iver suid turning
to the President, **you do not
cease to be our President because our
constitution doecs not recognise the
President of the Conference as one of
the authorities of the Union, Till the
next session of the Conference, I an quite
sure, your guidance and dircetion will
be soucht after by the authorities of the
S.L T U.and Iam perfectly cosfident
that such guidance will be slways
forthecoming.”

Mr. 3. Natarajan seconded the propo-
sitien moved by the Chairman of the
Reception Committec. He said that
they all Dbelicved this session to he a
success and it would be long remem-
bered so. Their President felt himself

to be one with the teachers., He had
always championed the cause of the
oppressed, Tis presence in the Legisla-
tive Council as a healthy opposition
though he was o nominated member,
had been 2 great help particularly to
teachers whio counted him their doughty
champion. This Conference had also
become important by the association of
Mr. M. 5. Sundaram from the Govern.-
ment of Indiz, who had been kind
enough to open it and to address them
on the Government of India’s educa-
tional plan.

Mr. Natarajan next thanked the
Reception Committee for making the
Conference the success it had been,

Messts. N, S. Krishnamurthi and
T. A. Ramachandra Iyer on behalf of the
cuests thanked the Reception Committee
for the arrangements to make the stay
of the delegates comfortable,

MESSAGES RECEIVED

From H. E. the Governor of the
United Provinces

I am desived to acknowledge with
thanks the receipt of vour lettey of the
25th April 1948 and to say that Her
Excellency vegrets her inability to
attend the Modras Provineial Eduea-
tonal Conference to be held at Tiru-
chirapalli on day 13th, 1ith and 15th,
on aceount of her indisposition,

~,

From the Hon'ble the Doputy Prime
Minister, Government of india

Iam directed to acknowledge with
thanks the receipt of vour letter dated
the 25th April 1948 nddressed to the
Honourable Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel.
He has asked m« to thank you for your
kind invitation to the 3%h Madras
Provincial Edueational Conference on
the 13th, 1ith and 15th May 1948, but
regrets that owing to his health he is
unable to nccept the same,

the Hon’ble Sri 7. S. Avinashi.
Iingam  Chettiar, Minister for
Education, Government of Madras,

Let me thank you for your kind
invitation for the 38th JMadras Provin-
¢ial Educational Conference,

Indin is at the cvoss vords, If Swaraj
that we have won is to be preserved,
education on sound and national lines
must be built up. The future of this
country will depend very much upon
the way in which we educate our
children, today, What is wanted is
idealism, devotion to the child and
nobility of character,

Asone who has identified himself
with the teaching profession for nearly
a life time, T must appreciate the great
work done by the teaching profession
in the past.  But, we -must remembesr
always that there is yvet a great deal
more to do in quality and quantity.
We have our difiiculties, But, that
should not cloud our mind to the real
necessities of the sitnation, What is



220 THE SCUTH NDIAN TEACHER

wanted is chmneler and devotion to From Dr. B, V. Narayoosswamy
dntyv and r‘m, i the leng run, will Naidu, *lomber,  Indian  Tariff

bring us vis il ut\()’l(‘l’l in the Tipard,
wol f o - 1mmach hod o b o .
‘1'\ sent ot 1 oni \Irl;) (\ hn ne ‘. Necelved  vour  kiud  iuvititiov,
S S i g SUONCC, [ el
}'»*h*\r “‘r 7‘ ‘L o ol pet ‘,‘ . ]L Owing o other engagements, it will
3 cn TR cele : et . ; . -
‘ DR ot CS pat be possille for me to attend the

. PR PSS e +
VO K1t 1 ’.‘ itntion, . d
J v * fanetton. [ am sure the conference

will baa gread suceoss and I am happ;

to note that my estecmed friend Sri i
“..u\mnmwud Rao is presiding over
the conference. I tvish the conference
ail snecess,  Please eonvey jov regards
to afl the delegates.

conferenece

From His Zxoo side Goverooer of
Grissa \,v:t;u.

I amn sted Dy His
Dy, Kailws MNoch Wegu fo thnk

the invitition swhich vou were o

i K, S, Rama-
Royapeitah,

I amin dae rec vonr kind
vitrtion to Lo present 2t the 3Sth
m\"xp il Edneational Conference. 0
2ol vividly the conference in 1914
which 1 was the Chairman of the
Phank vou { e ceaption Committee and M. oV,

u lor your ,xll‘\‘( 11]»14/'.‘71332; 101 .:V"&)ﬂll‘{(nﬂ“l Yy n?‘(he PL(JPI tent,
for the thirtv-eighth son ot the In these 30 vears mighty changes have
Provinciel 1“( wot l(?’]“] Conference ot taken n]wce Incdia h g LECOD‘E inde-
Tirachirepa lzl«m e 13tn, Lith and p'ndc’lr the regional language has
15th May 19450 T wish the conference become the first Tancnege, ond 2 new
all sneeess, pivit 1s resmgent in the ]Lnd The
conlerence must show the
Phow the gifts of seienee ond de-
~voand  soot thm ean he  har-
the 3 of Satva and
1 x:‘hich India has
\1@ vorid (\’n, Secon-
16 to Lae 1iade r'-"'unal,
I vwich the
voseenss, Owing to
notsble to be present

P e e

ot PASIS

o

NS SPGB B LI SN L
trom the tlop’blc V. Isurmae
e

MMindator, Governmeoent of dine

T thank vou lor vour ?izﬂ ?m’*‘“ Hoalsed with
tion to e v ; :
Edueational Co
Tiruchivopalli b
15th inste Owing
ments  alyecsds
mnch my i
tation. |
SNCCRSE,

\qs,vv Sastei,

Fann ver s glad 1o see from an invita-
froncthnr has been kindly sent 40 me

-\Iim." ha ratvon are Cholvmwn of the Deeep-
tion to ‘he Canferen: Committee for the NNXVI
regret 1 o m]fs\ : we Provineis] Edueational Confer

send myv hcarh ;”nb Iimg on 18th to 15th Vav,

suceesy of the u;nh renee ol Ioohnll not be able to rmL mvself the
[hwc no doutt 13 m_\ esten: end pleasuve of uitending the sion but
M. R Sy RN 0, ?,"' {0 is mMust rest content with sending you my

presiding evir the de hbe tiens, beartiest good wishes for 1 very nsefil
— and  suceassful session  wnder the
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uidance of the eminent publicist Sri
\. Suryanarayena Rao who 1s to
reside over it. With renewed thanks
nd good wishes.

rom Sri V., Saranathan, Bangalore
City,

Being on a holiday here, T much
sgret my inability to be plc“cnt on
2e 18th at Trichy. I send vou wy
est wishes for the conferenve as &
vhole and a brief speech to be vead on
ne occasion of the unveiling of
randhiji’s portrait.

rom  Srimati Lilavati Muashi,
Bolarum

I thank von very much for vour invi-

ition  to  the NXXNVIII Madras
rovineial Edueational Conference. I
m unabls to come but T wish the
‘onference every success,

rom Dr. G. ¥, Andrews, Madras

I regret that due to illness T am
mable to attend the Conference and to
ike part in the ploo”mme T wish the
‘onference every suceces

rom Mr. A, A. Hayles, Editor, the
Mail, Madras

I vegret professional duties prevent
ny attending the Provincial Education
‘onference, Imt hope the Conference
vill be a success,

‘rom Mr. Vedantam, Bellary

(Telegram) Wish Conference averv
nuecess.

‘rom The Hon’ble Sri M. Bhal:ita-
vatsalam, Minister, Goverame:t of
Madras

Hon, Sri M. Bhaktavatsalam thaaks
he Chairman, Reception Comnnttec,
(XX VIII ’\hdms Provinecial Eduea-
tonal Conference, Tiruchirapalli, for
he invitation to the Conference to be
1eld on the 13th inst. and wishes the
sonference every success.

From Mr. J.A. Borron, British Infor-
mation Service, Madras

Thank vou very much for your invi-
tation to attend the 38th Madras
Provincial Educational Conference on
the 13th, 14th and 15th May.

T have much regret, owing to ill-
health, I shall be unablz to attend this
C‘onfexence bnt would like to give you
my very best wishes, and I hope that
this Conference will be a great success.

As von are probably awnre, this office
has a great number of 1);111)phlets on
“Tduc ation in Great Britain”’, which
vou and your members could see if you
cave to visit this office,

From Mr. G, V. QJiavalankar,
Ahmedabad

I am thank{ul to vou for your kind
invitetion on the ccension of the
Thirty-eighth session of the Madras Pro-
vineial Educeational Conference, 1 re-
aret I shall not be able to attend the
session on account of my preoccupations
here. T wish the Conference cvery
suecess,  With best wishes.

From the Hen’biz Sri R, K.

Shanmukham  Chetty, Finance

Minister, India

T am in receipt of vour kind invita-
tion for the Provineial Itducational
Conference. 1 send myv greetings to
the Delegntes and wish them all sucecess
in their efforts,

From Sri G.T. Sastry, Station Direc.
tor, A. I. R,, Madras

We thank vou for vonr invitation
the Provinecial Rdueational Conference.
Mr. V. Ramanathen, onr Press Liaison
Officer, will be attending the Confer-
ence on our hehalf,

From Ilessim., Ca Ymlon School,

Kodaikanal

(Telegram) LRegres abisence.  Wish
Jonference every succsss.

From Natarajan, Madras

(Telegram) Wish Conference every
suceess.
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From Mr, M., S. Kotiswaran, Secre-
tary, A. I. I, E. A., Secunderabad.

On behall of the Al-India Federation
I have plersure to convey cny conoratn-
lations  on the achicvemeniz of the
south Indi: ’TLW ‘hers” Union undev
whose anspices the #Sth Madras Provin-
cial Educational Conierence is heH in
historic nnd sacred vlice of Trichir
paill,

The subjects chozen for the Con-
ference for general discussion © '("nc -
tion in Free India” andthe “The
supply and Teaining of TH' chers ™ are
the vital problems of the dav, and [ am
sure the Conference thron ahiits delibe-
ration will he able 1o cifer vahinble
snggestions in this  divection.  The
anveiling of Mohanas Gandhin's vor-
trait shows the rew ol the Teaching
Profession has for the Iather of the
Nation. Under the ins pirin;«:‘ gridnnee
of Bri Suryvenavavaan Pao Trwm suve
this vear'sConforence v 1l make inother
milestone in the history of Seuth India

o LT PROTECTION I'UNI

D,
Dierrietwree moamnber of Policies
lsaned in Aiav TOUR

FHorth Malabay b
Hamnnd -
Norrh Arent e B
Madyvas U
Aranta par . ]
Youth Wanars 2
sonth Areot e 1
Tanjore v
Tinnevelly - 1
Coirbatore eee

"ota] e O3

Teachers’ Union. The selfless services
of Sr1 ML 8, 8abhesan, the President of
the Urion. have won for him the loving
regard of the profession and Iam sure

that he would continue to guide the
profession.  With fraternal gleetmgs.

From Rao Bahadur Sri S, K. Yegna-
narayana Irer, ¢Iumari’, Madras
18.

Owing to reasons of health I am
unable to go over to Trichy to attend
the Conference.

T wish the Confrrence all success, [
am glad thatmy friend Sri R. Surya-
namyvana Do, is presiding over the
(Confevence. \Whether technlcﬂlv heis
inside the Servants of India or outside
it, he has alwavs been a champion of
the 1.ndemon Under his wise guidance
the nm‘eﬂ*lm. will be able to pass reso-
lutions. rezsonable and practical. Once

again wishing vou all snccess,

THE S L T. U, PROTECTION
UND LTh.

520, High Road, Triplicane, Madras,

(E=stablished 1228)

Position as o 81—12--1947 :

Rs,
Total Assets e 512,750
Life Fund e 499,691

Assired Amount ... 15,20,000
Ist Year Premium ... 17,500

Renewal Preminm ... 61,882
No. of Policies 2,767
No. of Units 6,036

“EDUCATION ABRu~AUL

Pror, MR SUNDARAM, 3LA,, DILT.

Deputy Secrefary, Ministry of Education, Government of Tndiu

“QOur  Educationul 15 gpurimeut
Abroad” was the theme of an address
delivered by Prof. M. =, Bund‘u 1y, at
Lawley Hall, Trichy, on Saturday, the
L5th May 1948 on the  concluding
session of the 35th Madras Provinecial
Educational Conference,

Prof, Bundaram prefaced his remurks
by saying that he chose this subject
mainly because there werve present not
only educationists interesied in educa-
tienal work in foreign countries hut
parents and rfuauh)n** who had of lute
shown trewendons intevest in their
voung boys and girls who had becn
sent in large nwinbers in recent vears
to foreign countries.

It was 1n U. 8. A.in the last three
vears they began for the fivst thwen

arge scale experimwent of sending on
students for higher studies wﬂtlcuhulx
technological and  scientific subjects.
India Lojav Las sent about 3,500 young
men and wowen to forei: an (,Jllntl.lbb,
a number quite dnpxccedtnted in the
hlstmy of our educational effort for

any years, No other country in the
pthv.:u' eraz hus lwunched on  this

experiment. The only other country
Whl(,h had done so was possibly China,
Todsy 1n the U, 5. A, there were about
17,500 foveign nfmiomls 1n American
institutions. The State Do putnwut in
United States put up statistics 'Lnd Last
year it was found that India had the
third largest number. VWhen hc went
there in 1945 he found 70 or S0 of the
Indian students spread over well-
known centres like Mussachusett
Institute of Technology and Michigan
University. When he left there in 1948
he found he had left behind nearly 1600
spread over nearly 120 institutions, The
Americans look upon this invasion of
their univelaitiesb) foreign students as
agreat credit to themand thes could not
help stating the fact that their leader-
ship has been acknow] cdged by the rest
of the world. The dw,emmrr ones
among them, the highest type of educa-
tionists have, bowevu, felt some
concern whether they have attracted

forergn students by rightful wenus and
whether they have as much to offer as
those who caine to them expeet to
get

" Phe war had been primarily responsi-
ble for bringing American institutions
to the foretions to the attention of the
rest of the world, Before the war
American students used to go to
Pavopean  countries.  The R Thodes,
scholurship was muinly to encourage
Americans to go to Oxford. Now the
veverse has become true in that the
devastated countries of Furcpe have
also turned to America for facilities for
nigher education.

The edacetional syston in Ameriey,
Prof, Sundavany sud, was something
totully dlneun* from what we havein
our country, which are wll based on the
DBritish method. The American method
was based largely on the old German
system. The lower stages of educa-
tion were very swell planned in that
they had very clear-cut divisions— what
is meant by elementary, junior high
and senior high. The senior system in
United States has come o some
pattern, sowme precisce demarcation of
rarious levels, thut 1s, pre-kindergarten
and kindergarten stage up to five years,
then six up to 12 the child goes to the
elementary scheol whigh is of six years
duration. Then there is & six vears of
high school stage divided into two
parts—three vears of junior high school
and three yvears of senior high school,
making a total of 12 years of school
education. In oaddition to these 12
years large numbers of children were
encouraged to bianch off into voeational
schools at the end of the junior high
school.

In 1917 the Fedew!l Government
introduced the system by which
vocational schools could be established
in many parts of the country in order
to encourage children to become
industrial workers. Those institutions
were still popular. The interesting
point about them was that most of the
children who went to these vocational
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schools were also  permtted, sfter
conrpleting thelr vocational tralming,
to go inte umiversitics and colleges for
studies in Epgineering, so that there

was nothing to prevent tade and
indu 1 sehools being considered fit
for igher education. su that there was
a certtiin wimount of fdexibility of higher

The vrrictr of schocls they
wies something  pienominal
WOre 05 nany 00 subjects
v aigh schools und pupils could
e very widely differing subjects
pelisation 1 the upper forma,
Halradressing wes one of the subjects
ceurhte This wide v sumulated
in cnilaren. secordns v aptitudes,
tastes whizn bocome indispenzable to
enulde them to celeat virions
of mghive o bieation,

Taming o colleginric cducation in
Awmeries college, university, institute
of teehnology, polviechinie, sre ol terms
whicli 1 :
equal status and Imporiance. A college
18 2180 1 WMversity, only goes by
the nmue of college und awards itz own
degrees. There wre 1760 institutions
of bigher education  Bsted by the
Federal Government as beiny institu-
tions offering degrees of universitv
standard and value, akthough not »ll of
theny are really anstiintions of higher
education from our point of view. Bu
Jikke evervthing else 1n tne United
States, education iz Iirgelv wlse private
entarprise.  Anyv bodv  of people can
join togethovr and start an institution.
It dees not require 2 charter from any-
where, A body of  ecducationists, a
body of town representatives, a
munictpeinny or country  which has
sufficient local enthusissiy ecan starta
degree conllege.  This has enubled a
large number of 1nstitutions to spring
up, both denominational and other-
wise, thui no one makes mm aitempt to
give.an authentic list of recoguised
mstitutions for fewr of offending any
one or other of the institutions by
inclusion  or exclusion. So  every
Institntion is automatically listed as an
institution of higher education by the
Federal Government.

Prof. sundaram said however that he
would be wrong in saying that they

4

4id not have anyv standards at all,
becanse the standards were imposed by
certain vepreseniative bodies like the
Ameviean Association of Universities
corvesponding to she Inter-University
Boardin our country. With such a
vesponsiple body in existence, regional
asscuiations had also come 1nto exis-
tence and there were five or six such
associations which listed quite a number
of lustituticus and accorded themn
recognition,

The under-graduate course was of
four vears” dwaion uniformly 1n all
colleges and universities and poly-
technics and technoelogical institutions.
In ebont four vears a person took n
degree in arts v sclence. engineering
oragriculture, or in teachers’ training.
In the first two vears which correspon-
ded very nearly to our Intermediate,
they had most of theiv general cultural
subjects but at the end of the second
venr they started on their professional
subjects of theiv choice specialisation,
<o that an engineering student stavted
s engineering studies soon after his
matriculation of 12 years, the agricultu-
ral student did the same, so did »~the law
student. After getting diverted to the
different professions they were allowed
to specialise, 1f necessary, In the
“loster’'s  Degree.  When our B. E.
Degree students arrived 1n Awmerican
(‘miversities, thevefore, having done
two vears in the Intermediate and four
in the lingineering, they found their
degree cquivalent to a I, Se. (Bachelor
of Szience) in Engineering and able to
do post-graduate work in Kngineering.
But it was also their experience for the
list three years, particularly his experi-
ence gathered at fivst hand, that the
standoards  in our universities have
deteriorated so much that very often
onr pust-graduate students who went
abroad had large gaps in their under-
graduate studies which they had got to
make up. In our scientific studies,
particulavly in our universities, there
had been g0 much of one-sided speciali-
sation in subjects like Zoology or
Botany or Agriculture or Metallurgy or
any number of minor branches in
which specialisation could be carried on,
that they found our students fit in only

with an effort,” because- gpecialisation
started far foo--early’ in theiir-under-
graduate period "and when they went
to post-graduzie work the basic under-
graduate syork: was found fo be very

insufficient.: | <7 3

Although ona number of ‘universit

ties and colleges “in* Amecrica ~ thel

accepted our gradnates as equivalentto
theirs, in actual practice. it -was. found
necessary to uzk our studénfs fo do
again parts of undergraduate work in
order to qualify themselves for post-
graduate continuation.

It had been asked several timnes both
by parents and guardians as  well as
educators whether we were doing the
vight thing in sending such large num-
bers of our students for foreign studies
at a time when we need all the ablest
man-power that we have for immediate
requirements for building up our
nation. The answer to that was that
unless sve began on a big scale to pro-
vide for higher education forthwith, it
would not be possible to stop our young
men and women from going abroad.
He had repeatedly stated this to our
own students when they arrived in
foreign countries that a country like
ours could not afford to lose, let alone
the cost of ftraining, the intelligent
man-power needed at the moment. We
are actually doing without the services
which might have been otherwise
wvailable, of about 8,500 to 4,000 of our
voung people whom we have exported
for about 2, 3 or 4 vears.

Side by side with the process of send-
ing our students abroad, therefore, the
time had now come to look at our own
higher education at home. We could
not do this by repeatedly sending our
students year after vear, without mini-
mising the opportunities for certain
very necessary students. At the same
time it was not unwise to avail our-
selves for the facilities afforded abroad
if our policy of industrialisation of this
country was going to be implemented,
We want in our country now about a
thousand mechanical engineers for a
period of five years, In order to get
them we have got todo two things side
by side. While we send our children
abroad, we have also to establish insti-

EDUCATION ABROAD 225

tutions at home that we ought to avail
ourselves of these voung men who
return and utilize their services for
producing more engineers and more
agricultural scientists. In England we
have nearly 2,500 of our young men
and women studying at various centres,
The time was now long past when the
mere glamour of having had a foreign
degree should enable a man to obtain u
comfortable career. It used to be so
for several years. Now foreign degrees
were not going to be considered parti-
cularly great achievement, It was the
result of the training got and how they
proved their worth on their rveturn
home that was going to be the test. In
many of the American Institutions they
used to be surprised why a man who
had got an A, degree should want
another s.4. degree there. The average
American, both layman and the educs-
tor, did not care for degrees. The
success of a man was not measuved by
the ncademic qualifications he obtained,
That was so contrary to our attitude
towards academics, where we have by
ancient inheritance a lot of prestige
attached to academic achievements.
But in the United States people were
very shy even to mention they have
a B.A. or . degree. It was almost
immaterial, The men went to work
and proved their capabilities by showing
to the organisers of the concerns in
which they worked that they were indis-
pensable to the concern. If we apply
that test to the young men and women
who return to us, we might be able to
assist the work of the training we have
obtained for our people. The cost to
Government on the education of our
people abroad was quite considerable.
No one university got as much as the
amount spent on the education of our
students abroad. Last year we spent
about Rs. 65 lakhs on scholarships alone
for these people. Besides this, we have
released a lot of foreign exchange to
large numbers of independent candi-
dates who were also spending their
country’s money in acquiring foreign
qualifications, ~When some of the
educationists in America  asked him
how we were so bold as to spend such

(Continued on Page 227)
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Syanpsis of the Paper,

“ Whenever conferences were called
to form a plan for education in India
the tendency as a rule was to mainmin
existing system with slight modifiea.
tions.”-—Pundit Nebru.

The main decisions of the Secondary
Education Committee appointed by
Free India closely follow the Sargent
Scheme thus forming an apt esample of
this ohservation of Nehru - Why is this
so ¢

Secondary Education is the pivotof
the Educational Framework, —In the
Organisation of Secondary ®ducation
vou reveal the kind of secial order
which you want the people to be cdu-
cated to live in and to support, —There
is at present a good deal of confusion of
thought regurding the meaning, aim and
scope of what is called Secondary
fiducation and its relation to Basie
Education. —What is Seconary Educa-
tion 7—VWhat is Basic Education? —The
identificazion of Basic Bducation with
Elementary Education and the idea that
Secondary < ducation should begin at
11 are both inconsistent with not oaly
the Wardha Scheme but with any kind
of Edueation on democratic prineiple
of cqual opportunity for all.

The division of Basic Education into
Junior und Senior Basic «nd the pro-
posal to separate the goats from the
sheep at the age of 11 by means of
Examinations and tests arc the most
reactionary, unpsychological, undemo-
cratic and anti-social of all the pro-
posals that have ever been made for
Educationul Reconstruction in India.

Reactionary because it seeks to intro-
duce into India a diseredited system
which was found necessarv to be
abolished in England,

Unpsyehological because no educa.
tionist of standing will venture to say
that he has discovered a measuring rod
by which le could with any degree of
fairness and justice, predict that a
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particular child of eleven is unable to
vrait by a high school course,

Undemaseratic becausz the rich and
the urban eliss huve a better opportu-
nity 1o have a high schaol course than
the rural poor.

Anti-sociul because in the face of the
tindings of medern psychology, ~ou can
never satisfy  the unselecred about the
fairness of the sclection  As the rich
have a better opportunity for higher
edueaiion, the bitterness  of feeling
against the rich will be inereasad and
untiealihy superiority complex will be
engendered inthe minds of the selected -
the oulf between the educated classes
aud the masses will be made wider,

This bifuren is {undameutally
opposed to the Wardha Scheme mainly
beeause 1t is  anti.social and works
against the evolution of a Co-operative
Soeial Order—3When Gandhiji asked Sri.
Ariyanayagam as to how the proposal
came to be accepted by Congressmen the
reply was revealing. It was ¢ if some
rich people wented to zive their sons «
diifferent kind of Education we could
not prevent it to which Gandhiji
replied ¢ ¥hatever rieh and foolish
people may do, whatever Congressmen
may say or de—I have no authority
over Congressmen exeept meral persua-
sion—: am quite ¢lsar in my mind, that
this diversion of pupils from the V
class of a Basic school to a High School
before they have completed the seven
vears of Basic Education is inconsistent
with the system of Basic Dducation
I have to recommend.”

Principics for Educational Recons.
truction i Free India

Education should help in the achieve-
ment of the aim of Free India.._Kdu-
eation is the only means known to man-
kind that can help in this achieve-
ment.

Alm —

Social and Hconomic Democracy.

The evolution of a perfectly demo.
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cratic co-operative social Ortder out soon pupils can be separated for
of the present order based on competi- different cccupations.” but. “ how long
tirn and exploitation—No caste or pupils can be kept together in thq same
class superiority—Equalisation of status  institution > so that all pupils rich or
—Every one should be o worker -No  poor, urban or rural may rub shoulders
drags or parasites—Social service and with one another durirg the most im.
not money should be the main object of pressionable period of their lives and
every educated man. made to feel the equality of status.
«The creation of self sufficient self When it becomes necessary to
directed co.operative Comnunity” - scparate, ““care should be taken that
New definition given by Gandhiji in the the choice is made by the individual
last meeting of the Hindustani Talami  himself—absolute freedom of choice is
Sangh—April 22 ang 23, his inherent right.” —National Voea-
tional Guidance Association of America,
I have no right to fix my child's
character irrevocably—I must do what
I can to get him ultimately to the place
where he can and will intelligently
decide for himself what ought to be

55

done,’

Method of achieving this aim,

The old dualism of culture versus
utility, liberal education versus voca-
tional Education must be given up. No
system of education can be satisfactory
if one section of pupils is to be led even

bronsciously to assume an air of .
:ﬁgégioritv ‘oz'or other sections An Educational Fromework that

«There should be no special class would sat}sfy these P“nCIPIeS_ _
of children brought up to book learning {1} Basic Education for all (without
only; for then through idleness they bifurcation at 11 ). till the pupils
spend their time to find out policies to are 14 years old, .
advance themselves to be lords and (2y Higher Education for at least
masters over their labouring brethren two years—The same school for all, but
which occasions all trouble in the world. having parallel alternatlve. courses of
Therefore it is necessary and profitable equal status so far as the University and
for the Ccmmonwealth that all children Government services are concerned,

be trained to labour and to learning” (3) A university course of 3 years,
— Terrard Winstanlv.1652. (4) Provision for Post graduate work.

«Everyone from the king’s son No public Examination for General
downwards should learn to do some. Lducation, suitable Competitive exami-
thing finely and thoroughly with his 11?.1‘.1{?115 for public serviees, professional
hands.”.— Buskin Manual. Productive Work and rescarch work.
work should form part of the education [Paper vead at the 28th Provin-
of everybody without  exception. cial Educational Conference,
Modern educational problem is not how Teruchirapallil]

) Wontinued from Page 225) for progress and ad.v:mce and not for
: purposes of destruction. And now they
were watching this experiment and not
merely blindly go on encouraging large
numbers of our people to go abroad for
mere vanity of the business. We have
a great task aheadin that the standard of
living of the masses of this country has
got to be raised by slow stages, Poverty
could not be endured over an indefinite
period. Ina Free India it wasthe task
of these people to prove that the moneyv
and the time given to them for quali-
fying themselves was turned into good
and great achievements,

Jaxge sums in postwar vears, \when
other parts of Asia and Inrope were not
favourably situnted with regard to their
finencial resnnrces, he told them thaf
we at least were spending our money
thus in the hope that it would contri-
hute to the prosperity of ouv country
when our pecple returned home,  Other
contries spent cn defence and he said
that what others spent on battleships,
we spent on thousands of our young
people, If their battleships were golng
to serve any purpose at least we could
judge these young men who went
abroad for travel and study would make
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Reorganisation st Secondary Stage

The Government have had undev con-
sideration for some time past a scheme
for the reorganisation of Sccondary
Edueation with a view to making more
efficient, practicable and useful and at
the same time to provide scope for a
variety of courses to suit the aptitudes
of the pupils. The Board of Secondary
Education was asked to go into the
question and suggest a comprehensive
scheme and the Provincial Advisory
Board for Education considered the
scheme and made their recommenda-
tions, states a Government Press Note.

The Government, having carefully
considered the racommendations made
by these Boards, huve passed the follow-
ing orders:~—

(1) With regard to the opening of
separate technical High Schools, they
have decided that it would be sufiicient
if the diversified Secondary School
courses are introduced in the existi
High Scheols providing for literary or
academic courses. 'Thev have, theve-
fore, sanctioned the introduction of
certnin bifurcated courses of studies in
selected  High Schools commencing
from Form IV in the enrrent vear.

(2) With regard to the abolition of
optionals in High Scheol claszes, the
GGovernment  have decided  that
optionals be abolished in High Schoeol
classes. This will come into effect from
1949-50, as the reorganised courses will
be begun in the Form IV from the vear
1949,

Hindustani to be Optional
Language

With regard to  the position of
various lenguages. the Government
have considered the vecommendations
of the Provincial Advisory Board and
of the universities. Thexv have decided
that as Hindustani is to be tanghs from
Form I it will be suficient if Tinplish
is taught in Forms II to VI On the
question of the study of Hindustani

* Subsequently revised.

and of Sanskrit and other languages in
future, the Government, after review-
ing the recommendation of the Provin-
cial Advisory Board have decided as
follows -~
(1} That Hindustani should e
tanght in Forms I to TIT instead of in
Forms Il to 1V
(1)  That student should be allowed
the option to take Hindustani, or any
other classical language such as Sans-
krit, Avabic or Persian, ov Urduy, in
Forms [ to IIf and once they exercise
that option they should appear for exu-
mination in that subject, Students
who offer Urdu should learn the Nagari
seript also at both stages of Forms T to
I and Forms IV to VI
(i11) That henceforth throughout the
Sceondary School course the regional
language should be the first language.
Hindustani or its alternative should be
the second langnage and TEnglish the
third langnage ; and
(ivy That the study of Hindustani
or its alternative in Forms 1 to III
should be compulsory in  Andhra,
Kerala and Rarnataka, but optional in
Tamil Nad.  In Tamil Nad,* unless the
parent expresses his wish not to exer-
cise the option for one of the langnages
in the group, it will be presumed that
the boy has exercised the option if he
attends the class for any of the langua-
ges, Ixaminations will be held for
these languages also. In Forms [V
to VI, pupils will have the option to
stady in addition to the vegional
languasge a second language such as
Hindustant ov Sanskrit, Persizn or
Arabic. or Urdu or any foreign lang-
uage, and in the case of those students
the regional language should be taughs
for four periods in u week and the
other sclected language for four periods
and that those who want to take the
regional langnage alone shonld take
elght periods in that language, Pupils
will be permiitted to study a language
different {from the one studied by them
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in Forms I to III, provided their
attainments in that langnage are upto
the standard.

(v) The Government have accepted

“the recommendations that formal moral

and religious instruction should be
avoided, without prejudice to the exist-
ing provision for rveligious instruction
under a conscience clanse. In schools
specially  intended  for  Mushins,
religious instruction will be regulited
with relerence to G. O. No. 1727, Edu-
eation, dated 22-9-1933 mnd No.o 20685,
Education dated 7-2-1948.

The Government have considered
that it 1s verv necessary to have citizen-
ship training and, accordingly, direct
that it should be made n partof the
school eurriculum.  The syllabng {for
Torms Ito VI has been prepared and
will be approved separately.

Other Subjecis of Study

The Government consider that educa-
tion in Forms Ito III of Secondary
Schools should be a natural continua-
tion of Basic Education in the elemen-
tary schools and that the curriculuin of
studies for Forms I to III should be
based on o main craft and the teaching
of all subjects should be corvelated with
that craft. Theyv have approved for the
present three crafts for boys schools
viz. handloom weaving. woodwork,
gardening  and  agriculiure, among
which one or more may be chosen,
In girls’ schools, home-craft will be the
besic craft in Forms T to IIT and after
Form IIT domestic ‘science will be a
speoialised subject of study and exai-
nation in high schools for givls.

The other subjects to be taughtin
Forms T to III will be the first and
second languages from Form I:third
language {(Fnglish) from Form II:
mathematics, general science, social
studies, citizenship training, arts,
physical education and religious nnd
moral instruction. The Divector ol

<

Public Instruction is authorised to
finalise the syvllabuses in these subjects.

The draft syllabuses ave in the course
of finalisation and ovders on them will
be issued as soon as they are rveads.
The Government consider that the
introduction of a nes scheme need not
be delayed on this account, They have
accordingly divected that the new
scheme he introduced in Formns I and
IV inall scheols in 1948-49, The old
scheme will continue to be in force in
Forms Il and 111, V, and VI in 1948-49
and in Iforms IIL and VI in 1949-50.
The Director of Pablic Instruction has
been anthorised  to introduce and
veorganise syllabuses in anticipation of
the approval of the Foard of Secondary
Pduention and the issne of necessary
amendients wthe 8, 8, 10 O, scheme,
in respect of languages during 1948-49,
the existing syllabus should be followed
in all formns except in Form T and the
new syllabus in the I and IT languages
should be introduced i 1943-49 in
Form I and the mnew syllabus in
English should be intvoduced in Form
1T in 1949-50.

The Government svould like to make
it clear that the contemplated re.
organisation is essentially a matier of a
change in the outloock on  education
rather than merely the content of
instruetion. It is essential that our
edueation must be through activities
intended to bring about the best in our
children, “T'he schiool must hecome an
active social cenfre anlattempt to train
the childven for hife.  Civie and other
social studies must be tanghi through
aetual organisation in the schools and
by maintaining cleaniiness of personal
and social habits in the school itself.
The Divector of Pablic Instruction has
been authorised to ivsue such further
insuuctions ag mny be necessary to
clavifv the principles underlving the
scheme {or the raorganisation of secon-
dary education.
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Five-vear Schiente to be lauunched

The Education Minister, Moulana
Abul Kalam Azad, exhaustively review.
ed the Government’s blue print of
India’s future cducational edifice ns well
as the schemes already taken on hand,
in Parlinnient,

Replying to the debate on the dcr}lar,l’d
for grants under the head ¢« Education”,
the Education Minister modestly claim-
ed that though this edifice had not yet
been built, the foundations had been
l1aid on true and sound lines., ¢ Though
obstacles and difficultics have prevented
us till now from completing the house,
yet no ohstacle, no diilicuity, no diver-
sion, no opposition could make ns desist
from our task.”

Emphasising the need to spend more
money on education, tl_\c Tducation
Minister pointed out that in 1916-47, the
total Central Budget for education was
only 0-4 per cent of the total budget.
This represented an unhappy state of
affairs and must be remedied as early
as possible. Tt was trus that education
was a provineial subject but during the
present phase of the country’s develop-
ment, it was absolutely imperntive that
the Centre must ke the inithative.

€y, 50y 1

o Clean Zlae

When the Nationu] Government took
over in August last, they had no clean
slate to writ: npon bui a pslimpsest on
which was serawled the marks of gene-
rations of seribes who had each his own
mode and stvie.  The first task of the
Mationazl Government was to nvoid being
swallowed up by the past. The slate
had not vet been wiped elean-—the work
of ;:cnerzltiou% could not he wwent nway
in a day—but the Mationsl Government
had resisted the temptation of heing
swallowed up by the past and cought
to create new traditions, a new paint
of view and a new attitude towards our
problems and their solution.

The TEducation Minister announced
that from the First of July this year, the
hasic education plan for universal com.

pulsory education would begin to work.
in Delhi. He regretted it had not been
possible to hegin it earlier The cen-.
trally-administered areas should have
served as a model and even if there were
delays elsewhere these areas should have
put the scheme into immediate effect.

According to the original plan, the
adult education scheme was to be spread
over a period of forty years but the peo-
ple of India were not prepared to wait
even for half that period.  As a resultof
the All-India Educationul Conference
which he had called in January this
year, it was decided that 4 target of five
vears should be aimed at and in any
rase the pian should be fully exccuted
and worked out within a period of ten
vears,

« Lducational Conscription’

To deal with the allied problems of
trained teachers and finance, the con.
ference had held that while every effort
must be made to increase facilities for
training teachers, the country could not
wait till a sufficient number of trained
teachers were available but must go
ahead with the existing material. It was,
therefore, proposed that there should be
some kind of educational conscription
for five years during which every lite-
rate man in the country would be expee.
ted to put in a period of service asa
teacher of the nation. The fipance in-
volved would be an additional expendi-
ture of Rs. 24 crores per year for the
next five vears. The conference suggest-
ed that a committee should be appointed
to examine all available methods for
meeting the {inancial requirements.

Schalarships Abroad

fxpressing disappointment at the
manner in which the previous Govern-
ment had chosen overseas scholars, the
Fducation Minister said that the eapa-
city of existing institutions in Indiaand
how far they could be quickly expanded
to meet the country’s requirements
should have been carefully examined be-
fore sending out these scholars. The
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Overseas Scholarship Comumittee as well
as the Scientific Manpower Committee,
which he appoeinted after he took charge,
had now submitted their recomrmenila.
tions and new plans were being made
in the light of their recommendations.
“From now on more money will he
spent on the expansion ol Indiun insti-
tutions and only in exceptional circmm.
stances would selected candidates be
sent for training abroad at Government
expense.”’

In pursuanee of these recommenda-
tions, provision had been made in the
budget for improvement und develop.
ment of existing technical institutions.
The most important in this respect were
the establishment of the eastern and
western higher technieal institutions
near Caleutta and Bombay respectively.
In regard to both, sites for buildings
had been selected and a start made in
regard to recruitment of expert staff
from India and abroad. Provision had
also been made for the establishment of
regional committees for the All India
Council for Techaical Education.

Central College of Music fur
S. India

While emphasis on scientific and in-
dustrial training was important, he felt
that a country like India with its age-
long traditions could not ignore the
humanities without jeopardising her an-
cient culture and civilisation. Provision
had, therefore, been made for the re-
organisation -of the Marris College of
Hindustani Music at Lucknow und the
establishment of u new central college
of Carnatic music in South India, and
more important, the establishment of a
National Cultural Trust. The Cultural
Trust would have three academies to
cater to the arts, architecture, letters,
music, drama and dancing, which would
serve to focus the artistic and cultural
life of the nation in one common centre.

The Education Minister also announ.
ced that schemes had been formulated
for the cstablishment of a training
college for physical education as well
as for a training college for teachers in
Domestic science. These two colleges
were from one point of view, designed

to meet the inereasing need for trained
teachers. Tor the general training of
teachers, in addition to the existing
schemes, provision had been made for
expanding  training  facilities ot the
Viswabharathi where training would be
providud in the arcts and crafts, dancing
and muasic and in hasic education.
Provision had been made for estab-
lishing a central Braille press for the
service of the blind. With India’s
expunding contacts with all couuntries
of the world, the necd for stady of
foreign languages had increased and it
was proposed to szt up a Central Insti.
tute ef Foieipn Languase. Plans for
setbing up a cintvil bureau of psycho-
logv, & national central  copyright
library, « central  school of Indian
architectnre and regionsl planning had
also been considercd but had to be
postponed due to financial stringency.
He hoped this slowing down would be
only temporary. »

Despite housing shortase, the Central
Institute of Education had been started
in December last yesur in tents. He
hoped the foundation.stone for the
permanent buildings would be laid
soon.

The Tata Institute of Science had
been given grants. and provision had
been made for a library of educational
and cultural films. Provision had ulso
been made for the establishment of a
National Muscum of Art, Anthropology
and Archacology. To help the univer-
sities, in schemes of fundamental
research, funds had becen allotted.
Funds had also been provided for
research in higher physics and chemis.
try and the establishment of a power
engineering department at Bangalore.

The Education Minister announced
that he was setting .up a committee of
eminent philosophers with Dg. Radha-
krishnan as Chairman to write a history
of Indian philosophy, one of the proud-
cst possessious of human civilisation.
It was his intention to set up another
comunittee for supervising the prepara-
tion of a history of India —the proud
heritage of every Indian citizen. There
did not to-day exist any true national
history of our land.



- THI, SOUTH INDIAN TEACHER

Pleading for more funds to execuic
he edueational programme, the Bdueu-
ion Minister said whatever be the
suntry’s programme  for industrial,
dentifie, agricultural, comnmercial or
nterinl  progress  and  development
one of them could be rehieved without
n improvement of *he hwan material
fiich was  the basis of our unational
ealth, T seemed to him that whether
e took defence, food or industries and
ymnierce every step sheuld be taken to
ive education the first priority among
I our mnational requirements, Tlc
imself would have liked to present to
1w Iouse a more amibitious scheme of
tueational prograntne and develop-
wnt.  Condition:, however, were
rainst us and we had  te {ich! against
‘emendous odds unprecedented in the
istory of the couniryv. The Govern-
ent had no Alladin’s Lamp which
wld build palaces overnioht but roust
irough days, months and vears strive
1 ercet the edifice which evervone
:sired,

Grants to Universities
Referring to the point raised hy
{rs, Hansa Mchta regarding grants to
ie Universities, the Edacation Minister
id that it was for the University
rants Committee to malke recommen-
itions to the Governmenton this issue.
ne Government had upto now hee
ssponsible for giving aid oniy to the
ntrally administered universitics, but
e very idea behind the reorganisation
" the University Grants Committee
as to widen the scope of its aetivities
1d make even provineial universities
igible for grants from the Central
overnment  If such universitics had
1y new plans which might prove help-
i to the Ministry’s edueational
rogramme their application for mone-
iry help from the Centre would be
nsidered.

As regards the names of the Benares
1d Aligarh Universities, Maulana Azad
id that he would be very happy to
1ange the communal character of the
wmes but the two universities had been
itablished by an Act of the Legislature
1d the names, too, had been given
:cording to that Act and now the

House alone was competent to bring
about o change. T1Ie would welcome
any amendment to that effect.
Admission to Coileges

The Tducation Minister agreed with
Mrs. G, Durgabad in her criticism of
the poliey of admission of students on
o communal or easte basis, and said that
he would approach the Government of
Madras in this conneetion. Admission
in educational institates on the basis of
community or caste was wholly wrong.
While the Government would oppesc
apy distincetion, for instance, between
Brabhmins and non-Brahmins, it was
obvious that Harijans should have
speeial help from the Government in
order to achieve social, cconomic and
political status which they deserved by
right,

Future of English

Replying to Mr. TFrank Anthony,
Maulans Azad  said that the Standing
Committee of the JMinistry and ihe
HEducational Conference which had met
here recently had agreed, firstly, that
English must be replaced by a national
language and, secondly, that the change
should be brought about by a graduatl
process covering a period of five years.
Therce could be no  immediate replace-
ment of English  without  seriously
impairing their systems of education
and uadministration. The representa-
tives to that counference from different
provinces had agreed to adopt this
policy in their educational institutions.
He would have liked to extend the same
policy to Government administration
also. He had read in the newspapers
about the decision of the Government
of the United Provinces to publish its
gazette in Hindi with effect from
January 1, and had written to the
Prime Minister of the Province advising
him to have Hindi and English side by
side for some time and the U.P. Premier
had accepted his counsel. ‘The Govern-
ment of India would give similar advice
to other Provincial Governments if and
when necessary.

Adult Education

The House then took up cut motions
relating to the Education Ministry.
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Mr. R. R. Diwakar moved o cut to dis-
cuss adult education. e urged Govern-
ment to undertake a five-year programme
of mass education which would enable the
people of India, who would soon have
adult franchise, to know the elements of
citizenship, their richts as well as
duties. Both the Central and Provin
cial Governments should take up this
question in right carnest and see that
within five vears almost everv eitizen
in the whole of India acquired this
knowledge.  He rccommended edacation
through films, through posters, throush
“Bhajan Mandals 7 and other indige-
nous ircans to quicken the process.
Every citizen must be made to fecl thut
he was an intcgral part of the Nation.
Mass education would alse help celimi-
nate the evils of communulism and
lopsided provincialism,

Dr. Punjabrao Deshmukl, moving a
cut to discuss provision of increased
facilitics for technical training, said
that the very existence of a country in
the modern world depend on technical
education. The much maligned prede-
cessors of the present Goverument had
dene quite an amount of spade work
for educational progress but that spade
work had not been fully utilised and ng
real progress seciued to have been made.
He had before him the report of the
Advisory Committee on technical train-
mg produced by the Department of
Labour. He did not know whether in
this field also the Government worked
departmentally, but in any case he had
not scen anything coming out from the
Educational Department for farthering
the objects detailed in that report. Again,
there was the very ambitious plan pro
duced by thc Committee on higher
technical institutions in India. As vet
no steps had been taken to implement
that report also.

Dr. Deshmukh referred to the back-
wardness of the Central Provinces and
Berar, especially in technical education,
and pleaded for the establishment of
poly technical institutions in that Pro.
vince,

Grants to Universities

Mrs. Hansa Mechta, moving a cut to
discuss grants to universities, said that

there was a feeling that while soine of
the universities got lavish grants there
were others equally  deserving which got
nothing ot all. It was, therefore, neces.
sary to have some basis for the distribu-
tion of grants, The point «t issue was
whether any distinetion should be made
hetween the central universities and
other universities as far as distribution
of crants was eoncerned.  She felt that
there should be no distinetion. It was true
thut education was o provincial subject
but the provincial revenues were mostly
speat on primary education and sceond.
ary education and the universities got
very neagre grants from  Provincial
Governments., It was, therefore, ncces-
sary for the Centre to help those univers
siti=s if we wished to keep up the high
stundard that they had so far maintuined.
Besides a province which had more than
one university within ity boundaries
would find it extremely difficult to help
substantially all the universities within
its jurisdiction. 1t was for the Centre
to come to the help of those universities.
Besides, our education had to expand
according to our national needs which
were considerable, The burden of that
expansion would fall on the universities
and the Centre should help them. The
Centre did help universities which
furthered their development schemes
but she also wished the Centre to give
them general grant, not merely grants
for specific purposes.

Mrs, Mehta pleaded that the time had
conme to change the names of the Benares
Hindu University and the Aligarh
Muslim University, A university could
specialise in Ilindu culture or Islamic
culture but that was no reason why it
should be called o Hindu or Muslim
University,

Admission to Universities

Srimati Durgabai moved a cut to
discuss the policy of admission of
students to universities and non-Govern-
ment arts colleges on caste and commu-
nal basis, She said that there wasa
monster even greater than the Hindu-
Muslim problem in the part of the
country which she represented, namely
the Brahmin— Non.Brahmin problem
but she would have disliked to talk
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about this if it was only a matter
affecting distribution of patronage in
the services. She would not mind if
people belonging to one community got
more ration of food-stuffs than people
belonging to another community, But
in her provinee (Madras) Jaw recognised
patronage cven in the matter of admis-
sion of students to the Universitics.
Merit did not count but community
counted. Seatsinarts, science, engincer-
ing, technology and other colleges were
allotted communitywise. By law the
heads of institutions were directed to
overiook merit. The right of education
was one of the most fundamental rights
and if we did not permit the free
enjoyment of that risht, the constitu.
tion would not be worth the paper on
which it was written. Of course
economically backward coinmunities
required encouragement. But that
encouragement might be given in  other
forms. Under the guise of giving cncou-
ragement to backward communities, one
section or yroup of the community
should not be deprived of the clemen.-
tary right of education. When we were
building up a secular State, religion,
caste, community or sect, had absolutely
no place in any university. If it wus
maintained directly or indirectly by any
university, that university should not
get the grant.
National Lunguage

Mr. Frank Anthony, moving a cut to
discuss the need for o uniform language
policy, pleaded for a planned, fliberal
evolutionary and statesmanlike approach
to the question. Te warned that if in
this formative period, the Centre looked
on and allowed a linguistic policy to
develop in a haphazard and unplanned
manner, inevitably, sooner or later
perhaps sooner we would reach a stage
of linguistic chaos in the ‘country. It
would then be too late to retraceour
steps, to unde the harm, to unscramble
a scrambled egg. The Centre should lay
down o uniform plan for the evolution
of our national language, and in that
uniform plan we should also find an
appropriate place for the respective
provincial languages.

It was natural and inevitable that
India must and would develop Ler own

national language. It was more than
likely that Hindi would be that langu-
age. But he for one could not under-
stand the reason for aggressive. intole-
rant, narrow policies in the matter of
our natlonal Junguage. We must evolve
our national language but it must be an
evolutionary and not a revolutionary
process. If it was sought to be imposed
by rcvolutionary imetheds then those
responsible for such a policy would
stultify their own purpose.

Those who were over-enthusiastic in
this matter should remember that only
ten erores out of thirty crores of people
were 1lindi-speaking, and that not only
statesmanship but commonsense should
make the Hindi-speaking people realise
the necessity of an evolutionary pro-
gramme in the matter. He was very
distressed and disappointed over the
preecipitate linguistic policy of certain
provinces such as U.P. Apart {rom the
harm it had done to the minorities, it
had its repercussions, say in Bengal,
where Bengali had already become the
oflicial language and was likely to
become the medium of instruction in
the universities. His f{riends from the
South told him plainly and unequivo-
cally that they would resist any attempt
to impose an ill-conceived, iltiberal or
precipitate policy. and if necessary they
would even break away from the Indian
Union. That was why he was pleading
for a liberal, statesmanlike attitude in
this matter. Ten. twenty or even thirty
years for a planned evolution of our
national language was not going to place
aay serious obstacle in the way of
national progress but a precipitate
linguistic policy on the part of certain
secctions and certain  provinces was
provoking retaliatory linguistic mes.
sures in other provinces.

“ Avoid Linguistic Commuanalism »’

We had expericnced the bitterness of
religious  communalism and  quite
rightly we were in a state of revulsion
against what we regarded as religious
communalism. But in its place provin.
cial and linguistic communalisms were
raising their heads and they would do
infinitely more damage to the country

(Continued on Page 245)
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Deminnd under Tducation

The Muadras Legislative Assembly
accepted the motion of JMr. T. S.
Avinashilinpam Chettiar, Minister for
Education, and made a grant of
Rs. 8,21,77,900 in respect of the dernand
under the head ¢ Education

In the course of his reply to the
debate, the JMinister for Education,
indicated that the Government proposed
to close down ‘‘ uneernomic ™ institu-
tions and also stated that it was the
intention of the Government to have
schools and colleges distributed throug-
out the districts instead of having them
concentrated in eities and towns, so
that people in rural areas might take
advantage of the facilities for higher
education.

Continuing Mr. T. S, Avinashilingam
Chettiar referred in  detail to the
several provisions made under thisg
head. It was absolutely necessary, he
said, that elementary education should
be put un an etlicient busis and for this
reason the Government had taken < a
number of steps for improving the
status and conditions of work of
teachers, o that hetter personnel might
be attracted to the service.” Govern.
ment bad issued orders that as far as
possible uneconomie schools should be
amalgamated. even where they  were
under different manugements. requent
transfers of elementary school teachers
in the past had hindered the develop-
ment of proper traditions and now
orders had been passed abolishing trans-
fers as an experimental measure. Now
more and more women were coming in
as elementary school teachers., Women
were considerd more suitable than men
for teaching children and this aholition
of transfer would give them a sense of
fixity and enable themn to live with their
own relations or parents. Provision
was made for securing greater atten-
dance of pupils in elementary schools
where «“ compulsory primary-education »
was in force and provisien was made
f(, - - . » n a bl .
i1

taken, he claimed, would confer < a lot
of beneflit” on elementary school
teachers and raise their status,
Szcondary Education

The number of Secondary Schools
had increased in recent years as also the
number of students therein. It was the
policy of the Government that for every
taluk there must be at least one High
School and the Government had there-
fore come forward with provision for
extra-grants  for managements who
agreed to open High Schools. Thev
had wade provision for grants to loeal
bodies in this conneetion on < halt the
net ’ hasis as in the cise of aided
agencics.  The Minister said that the
Government had aceepted Basic Bduca.
tion as their policy and were fast train.
ing the requisite staff, Tt was expected
that in a few years all training schonls
in the provinee would be giving train-
ing on the ¢ basic method.” Orders
had been issued that all aided training
schools should come inta line with the
basic education schente in the next five
vears. Provision was also being made for
starting ten Basic training units next
vear. Reorganisation of secondary edu.
cation was now coming to its f’inal‘stages
and provision was being made for intro.
ducing the bifurcated course in fifty
selcet High Schools.  To improve the
status of secondary school teachers,
steps had been taken for revision of
their ba<ic salaries, increasing the pro-
portion of selcetions to higher grades
from20 to 33) per cent, better arran-
gement for selections from the ranks of
local board and aided school teuchers to
appointments as D E. Os. Orders had
been passed that all aided schools must
pay teachers at rvates corresponding to
the local board rates and that + two.
third net” grant will be made available
to them. The agreements between
managements and teachers had also been
revised to give greater protection to
teachers.

College for each District
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n admissions to the arts and technical
:ourses in the last few years and said
that it was the policy of the Govern.
nent that there should be at least one
rollege for each district., Provision
was made in the budget for opening
v Second Grade College at Cuddapah.
Facilities for the education of defective
children were also being provided for,
ind the rafe of grant for orphanages
increased from two-thirds to three-
‘ourths.

The Education Minister said that the
Fovernment had spent  increased
imounts towards the maintenance of
hostels attached to private Colleges in
the last two years and added that the
policy of the Government was to sce
that there were common dining rooms
in the hostels. He also pointed to the
:nhanced grants for Harijan students.

Referring to adult education, Mr.
Avinashilingam said that student volun-
:eers were coming forward to take up
:he work during the vacation and the
SJovernment proposed to give them
:raining in adult education work. He
:mphasised the importance of develop-
ing the regional languages and said that
in this matter, the Government had
taken steps to increase the status and
pay of language teachers, to introduce
the regional language as the medium
of instruction, to create poet laureate-
ships and to award prizes for the best
written books in the regional languages.
He mentioned the donation of Rs. 68,000
sffered by a lady (Mrs. Dora Lazarus)
to the Madras University for instituting
1 professorship in Tamil.

Mr. Avinashilingam Chetti also stres-
;ed the value of research and said that
the Government were taking steps to
provide facilities for research in the
Presidency College in all branches of
science. He hoped that with ‘the co-
yperation of the members of the House
ind the public, great strides would be
nade in the Education Department.

He briefly explained the work of the
Zducation Department during the last

rear and pointed out that a sum of Rs. §
......... h RO % RPN S (0 (N T 2GRN PR RPN |

Labour schools, Veterinary, Agricultural
and Medieal colleges as well. For
Labour schools alone a sum of Rs. 40
lakbs had been provided, Rs. 10 lakhs for
the industrial schools and for professional
colleges, Rs. 26 lakhs. Tor elementary
education Rs. 5 lakhs and more had been
provided, since elementary education
was the basis on which the edifice of the
nation should be built. 1In the past, the
spread of elementary education had not
proved very effective, for a variety of
reasons. In the first place it was une
cconomic and the single and double
teacher schools did not work well. The
entrustment of elementary schools to
District Boards had proved to be a
failure. The najority of teachers in
charge of elementary schools were also
found to be of very poor material. Now
steps have been, under this budget, taken
to rectify those defects. The Govern.
ment have got proposals to improve the
conditions  of elementary education
by wvarious methods; the salary of
elementary school teachers had been
increased.  Most of the teachers in
charge of these schools would be higher
grade trained teachers and their salary
had been raised. The lowest grade
teacher would get now Rs. 44 a month.
Though it might be stated that this tco
was not quite adequate, he would point
out that under the present circum-
stances, the Government would not be
able to give more.

School Buildings

Mr. Suryanarayana Rao urged the
Government to clarify their policy re-
garding basic education. He said it was
a hardship on aided institutions that a
maximum limit should have been fixed
in respect of building grants at
Rs. 30,000 for High Schools and
Rs. 15,000 for Colleges. Even if such
maxima should be fixed he suggested
that the balance should be advanced as
loans, recoverable in forty or fifty years.
He pleaded for the closing down of
denominational schools.

Fducational Policy

Ar.. N Vanwalhhodasa ona asid et
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the outlook on the content and method
of education must be changed.

Denominationai Schooels

Mr. Nuravana Menon deprecated the
existence of denominational educational
institutions and suggested the denomi.
national nanies should not be given to
schools and colleges, where students of
all communities were admitted. He
added that he wasopposed to the Com.
munal G. O. with regard to employment
and admission in colleges, because it
drove away merit. They should start
more colleges to get over the difficulties
of admissions in colleaes.

Sanskrit, Mr. Narayana  Menon
emphasised, should be taught well in all
schools, hecause it was the one cultural
link between communities and between
the provinces of India from Himalavas
to Cepe Comorin. Through Sanskrit,
they had acquired an inheritance which
they should cherish and not neglect.
The language was also uscful as o feeder
for the wocabulary of all languages in
India. Referring to Hindi, he pointed
out that they should not consider the
question from the South Indian or
North Indian point of view, but bear in
mind the fact that it was the only
language which could become the com-
mon language for the wholecountry. If
they had no common language, they
would become isolated, withont any
understanding between the  various
provinces.

Grants to Aided Schools

Mrs. Mona MHensmar referred to the
difficult financial condition under which
many aided educatisnsl institutions
had to work and said that the grant-
in-aid code shiould be more elastie.  She
suggested the raising of a three per cent
forty.year loan to help the aided instis
tutions. Adult literacy, she pointed
out, could not be taken up by private
bodies or the Universities but was the
primury responsibility of the Govern-
ment if adult franchise should be in.
troduced. Mrs, Hensman also pleaded
for better hostel accommodation for
students.

Admissicn te Colleges
Dr. U. Bama Rao said, there was
now a ecry everywhere for more and

more colleges, but the authorities in-
sisted on lakhs and lakhs being raised
before they would agree to new colleges
being opencd. Having regard to the
poverty of the country they should
welcome all private effort in this diree-
tion and agree to starting of new colleges
with the minimum expenditure on
buildings and allow classes to be run to
sheds or even under trees if necessary.
Every candidate who sought admission
to colleges should be given admission.
The Government must provide necessary
facilities in this direction or they did
not deserve to be there, In the Engineer-
ing and Medical Colleges, year after year
they witnessed the sad spectacle of
highly deserving candidates, with first
class academic records, being turned
away without admission, and men with
inferior qualifications securing seats
and taking seven or eight years to finish
a four or five-year course. He had no
objection to people being given admis-
sion on certain considerations, but, for
God’s sake, why turn away the candi-
dates in every way deserving admission
simply because they belong to a certain
community ? This < communal busi.
ness ’ must be put an end to.

Expansion of Basic Education

Mr. Muthuranga Mudaliar desired
advance of Basic cducation. He desired
the Education Minister to stand firmly
for basic education and stop all training
of teachers for working the present
system of elementary education. For
one or two vears, till the required per.
sonnel was available for Basie schools,
elementary education could be imparted
with the help of untrained teachers.

Adult Education

The provision of Rs. 1} lakhs for
adult education, Begum Amiruddin
said, was not sufficient At least Rs. 20
lakhs should be spent in order that the
adult population might become literate
in the course of next 25 years. She
suggested that in regard to medical
inspeetion of school children, a perma-
nent establishment of medical officers
should be created, She criticised the
indifferent attitude of the Government
in the matter of providing building
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grants and urged that the practice of
transferring professors in the middle of
an academic year proved detrimental
to the students and contributed for the
unsatisfactory results of Government
colleges in examinations.

Mr, P. Venkateswarlu, scconding the
cut motion, said that instead of taking
over more and more colleges, the
Government seemed to be anxious to
hand them over to private individuals.
He added that the Government adopted
a step-motherly attitude to the Andhra
University.

The Finance Minister : Rs. 2 lukhg
more is given to the Anpamalai Uni-
vergity, beeause therc is an engineer-
ing college in that University.

Mr. Venkateswarlu: *You can have
another engineering college attached to
the Andhra University.” e urged
that Andhras being poor, the Govern-
ment should come forward to start
more colleges,

Mr. Kallur Subba Rao approved the
proposal of the Government to start
ten basic education centres. He com-
plained that a number of elementary
schools had been closed in Anantapur
district. He also urged that the
Government should open a medical
college and an agricultural college for
Rayalaseema.

Improvement of Kumbakonam
College Urged

Mr. Ammapet Venkataram Aiyar
pleaded for increased educational faci-
lities in villages. The concentration of
secondary and high schools in towns, he
said, was responsible for the backward
condition of the villages. If steps were
taken to provide at least a group of
villages within a radius of two or three
miles with a Middle School and a High
School, they would not only increase
literacy but also help the rehabilitation
of rural parts. If the public were
willing to start such schools, the
Government should give all encourage.
ment and relax rules relating to play-
grounds. On the other hand the
Government could insist on setting
apart land for cultivation te teach
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gardening to students. The member
asked the Government to do away with
mixed education and to improve accom-
modation and other facilities for the
Kumbakonam College.

Mr. R. Venkata Reddi said that the
Government should take steps to extend
basic education over the province
rapidly. He said that the present school
hours were not suited to a hot country
like curs and should be changed to the
morning and afternoon hours.

Mr. T. § Avanashilingain Chettiar,
Education Minister, interrupting, suid
thut it was evennow opento the manage-
ment to adjust the hours to suit local
conditions,

Mr. Venkata Heddi said that it was
for the Government to enunciate it os
a policy, once the need for a chanve was
recognised instead of leaving it to mana.
gements to do or not do a thing,
desirable as it was.

Mr. Avanashilingam Chettiar  said
that hours suitable in one locality might
not be suitable in another place. Itwas
therefore left to individual manage-
ments.

The Deputy speaker, Mrs. Ammanna
Raja, who was in the Chair at the time,
asked if the minister could not answer
the point while replying to the motion.
The Education Minister said that he
thought it better to deal with it then
and there as it might not perhaps be
possible to deal with all minor points in
the course of the reply.

Mr. Venkata Reddi urged the Govern-
ment to take speedy steps to extend
teaching of Hindi in the province as
otherwise Madras might find herself very
much handicapped in the councils of
India without a knowledge of that
language.

Mr. Chinan Khaziar said that in many
matters ¢ the Education Minister had to
be educated * particularly in regard to
the medium of instruction in schools
and the policy pursued in regard to
denominational institutions.

The member had not concluded his
speech when the Assembly adjourned for
luncheon interval.
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Liquidation of Witeraey

When the Assembly resumed afier the
lunchieon intervael, Mr. Chinan Khaeziar.
continuing his speueh, wsed that Crdu
should be the modlwm of instruction in
schosls whinre the mothior tonane of the
majority of students was Uvdn

Mr. 3L A Iswarsn said thet eduen.
tional Institutisns should not be ran on
communal lines, I sueoes
Gandhiji’s wessage and feachines shouald

form part of instructicns in scheols nnd

that the Naitional Antiem should e
sung in «ducation:] institutions.  lie
heard thaf JMuslim studsntz did not
take ‘part in the singing of the MNational

Anthem in o Musiim College.

Begum Aniiruddin: From where did
the memuv.r set the information that
Muslims were not partieipating in the
National Anthem ?

Mr. Isworan: Frow the non-Muslim
students of the College,

Begum Amiruddin: Tue information
is absolutely wrong,

Mr. M. 5. Abdu! Majid suguested the
formation of Attendance Comunitizes for
ensuring attendance of pupils in schools.
He pointed thut the District Bducation
Councils which had heen abolished, were
doing useful work and added that the
Government should give liheral orants
for libraries. I« also pleadad for more
building grants being paid to cduca-
tional  institutions for solving the
problem of accommodation.

Mr. M. D. Thyagaraja Pillai said that
if the Government werc to dischiarge
their primary responsibility of spread
ing education, they must get rid of the
costly and showy Western syvstem of
cducation und adopt a simple system
suitable to  the needs of the country.
The laboratory neceds could be met by
Introducing shift system. e wanted
the Government to tuke active steps to
spread elementary education and also
desired that the Government should
adopt a policy of cncouraging private
agencies.

Mr. W, J. Fernandez referred to the
closure of certain schools as uneconomic
units and said that the managements of

such schools should be given sufficient
time te enoble them to provide for the
cducation ol puplls who would be affect-
ed by such elosure.

Basic Education

Mr. VL Ponnuswanid {rownder desired
thiot the Govermment should take steps
to introduce Basic Tducation in all
districts  and compulsory  primary
cducation  throughout the Province.
One primury =chool for & population of
1,600 should be the coal of the Govern-
ment.  The Government should not only
run the schools themselves, but also
vrovide guarters for  teachers.  The
iher desired that before granting
crees, every graduate should be made
to teach children and adults for o fixed
period. e also wanted that English
sitould be tuught from Form I onwards.

Seimathy K. Lakshimi Bharathi re-
gurded the allotment of Rs. § crores and
odd for education as utterly inadequate.
The Gouvernment should cmploy lacger
nurnber of lady teachers and also pro-
vide them with quarters. She depre-
cated the frequent change of text books
and desired that the Government should
themselves undertake the responsibility
of publishing books for clementary
schools.  Separate schools should be
provided for girls and all ecducational
institutions should be managed by the
Gevernment.  from this point the deci-
sion of the Government with regard to
the 3uslim Women’s College was re-
grettable.

Mr M. N. Anwar sald that what had
been done for clementary school teach-
ers was precious little, because unless
every teacher was given a basic pay of
Rs. 40 a month, they could not have a
contented teaching profession. He
urged the Government to evolve a
scheme for liquidating illiteracy in a
period of 20 years. He also pleaded for
the Government doing the needful for
the Islamia College at Vaniyambadi.

Dr. D. 5. Ramachandra Rao said that
the desire to liquidate illiteracy should
hecome a passion with the Government,
The Education Department was over-
worked and it was necessary to have a
separate department to liquidate illite-
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racy. In the Colleges the Government
should make sufficient provision for
laboratory equipment.

Minister’s Reply to Debate

Replying to the debate, Mr.T. S. Avi.
nashilingam Chettiar, the Minister for
Kducation, thanked the members for the
various suggestions and said that all the
suggestions would he cxamined and
what was feasible would be adopted.

The Minister made it clear that
‘ uneconomic schools > would be closed,

Dealing with the suggestions of Mr.
Ammapet Venkatarama Alyar, the
Minister said that the Government were
also anxious to see that educational in-
stitutions were not concentrated in
cities and towns but were distributed
throughout the distriets. The future
policy of the Government would bz
along those lines, The Government had
also evolved a design for a High School
building which  would c¢ost only
Rs. 63,000. It was on this basis that
the Government had fixed Rs. 30,000 as
the amount of building grant.

Regarding the admission of non-
Hindus into the Pachaiyappa’s College,
the Minister said that when the question
was last taken up, the atmosphere was
not favourable, because of the incidents
in Noakhali and other places. He hoped
to approach the management again and
persuade them to admit into the college
persons other than Hindus also.

The Education Minister informed the
members that the Government had sanc-
tioned the extra amount (Rs. 1 lakh)
that would be needed for completing
the administration blocks of the Andhra
University. They also hoped to provide
funds for the construction of hostels
after the receipt of estimates from the

Public Works Department. He wel-
comed the suggestion of a member for
the imparting of Gandhiji’s teachings to
school children. He had not received
any complaint that Muslim students
showed disrespect to the singing of
National songs in the Muslim College.
Referring to the Tlag Code circulated
by the Government, the Minister hoped
that all educational institutions would
fall in line in observing it

Eradication of Illiteracy

Dealing with compulsory elementary
education, Mr. Avinashilingam admit.-
ted that he was not satisfied with the
present pace of progress but hoped that
when the finances of the Province were
re-organised on a better basis, the eradi.
cation of illiteracy would proceed mueh
faster. Regarding adult cducation, he
said that non-official agencies would he
of much greater use and appealed to the
members to take their part in tackling
the problem. It was the intention of
the Government, he added. to provide
syHabuses for the adult education col-
leges proposed to be started,

Education, the Minister concluded,
was oneof the great tasks of the Govern.
ment, in which the members of the
House should give their  full and en-
lightened ” co-operation.

Mr, Salam, seeking clarification of 3
point, asked the Education Minister
whether the ‘** threat” of closing uneco-
nomic schools implied that the Govern-
ment looked upon educational instituy.
tions from the commercial point of view
and that they were not aiming at the
spread of education. The Education
Minister stated that they expected
certain standard of results for the money
they spent on a school.



BIFURCATION OF COURSES

Scheme to be Started in Fifty
Schools

To nuplement the recommendations
of the Board of Secondary Iiducation
for the introduction of bifurcated
courses, the Madras Government have
decided to make a start in 50 selected
schools in the Province from the school
vear 1945-49,

The Government do not consider it
necessary now to establish separate
high schools but think that the purpose
will be substantially served if technical
courses are provided in the existing
high schools which provide ucademic
courses. They have decided that the
diversified courses may be introduced
from Form IV as recommended by the
Board, The courses of studies include
Secretarial, Engineering, Agriculmure,
Drawing and = Painting, Domestic
Science and Cookery and Music and
Dancing. The question of extending
the system to high schools other than
the 50 schools selected will be taken up
later. “ Teaching Practice” will also
be one of the varied courses to be intro-
duced under the new scheme. The
introduction of this subject is under
consideration. Other subjects will he
added as and when necessary.

In 1947, it may be mentioned, the
Board of Secondary FEducation was
asked to consider the question of reor-
ganisation of secondary education with
reference to the changes that had taken
place since the original scheme was
prepared in 1940 and to suggest a com-
prehensive scheme. The Board accor-
dingly considercd the matter and made
the following recommendations: (1)
Bifurcation into technical and academic
courses should be made from Form IV
instead of Form V. {2) There should be
three types of schools after the I1I Form
stage, namely, (a) trade schools prepar-
ing pupils exclusively for a trade at the
end of three years, (b) technical high
schools preparing pupils for a technical
career through o subsequent course at
2 poly-technic or for a secretarial or
commercial career or for domestic or

aesthetic pursuits in life and (¢} acade-
wic high schools preparing pupils for
entrance to a course at the University,
This classification was accepted by the
Provincial Board of Eduncation. The
question of opening trade schools is
being examined and orders will be
1ssued separately.
Draft Syllabuses

The dralt syllabuses for these courses
will be pliced before the Board of
Secondary FEducation and finalised
shortly, The 5.8, L.C. scheme will also
be amended embodying the revised
syllabuses.  Pupils taking the academic
courses will move on to University
courses as thev do af present. Itis the
intention that pupils taking the techni-
¢l courses should also be enabled, if
they wish to do so'to move on to Uni-
versity  courses, The question of
admission of the students taking the
techinical ~ courses into University
conrses hus been taken up with the
Universities: final decision has not yet
been arrived at, but the Government
consider that the introduction of the
bifurcated courses in the selected high
schools need not be delayed on this
account. On the other hand, in keeping
with the main intention of the scheme
of bifurcated courses, it is being arran-
ged that pupils taking the Engineering
courses nunder the scheme would not
only be eligible but would be preferred
for admission to the polytechnic courses
appropriate to the particular subjects
chosen by thewm under the bifurcated
scheme.

It has been decided also that the
secretarial course will alone  be the
primary qualification for appointment
to posts of lower division clerks and
similar posts in Government service
except that this would not preclude
Government from fixing higher qualifi-
cation for such posts in any Department
ov office where the special nature of the
work requires it, However, until the
secretarial courses are opened, in a large
number of schools in the Province, the
number of candidates who have under-
gone the secretarial course may not be
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sufficient to meet the demand; when
candidates who have nndergone the
course are not available, others will
continue to be appointed to service as
at present.

The Director of Public Iastruction
will be authorised to introduce the sylla-
buses for the new courses of studies in
anticipation of the approval of the
Board of Secondary Education and the
amendment of the S.5.1.,C. Rules. The
time that will be allowed for the study
of the various subjects for students
taking up the bifurcated courses has
been fixed up., Orders will issue sepa-
rately in regard to the schools in which
the bifurcated courses will be intro-
duced from the current vear,

Teaching Grants

With a view to enabling local bodies
and the managements ofaided secondary
schools to meet the extra cost involved
in the organisation of the new courses,
the Government have decided that
teaching grants should be 1nade as a
special caze calculated at three-fonrths
of the net cost of running the courses
during the preceding financial year
snubject to o maximum of Rs, 1,450 a
yeur to each school for a period of five
vears from the introduction of the
courses and that the question of revis-
ing the arrangement should be consi-
dered at the end of the period. The
teaching grant for 1948-49 is pavable
only in 1949-50, but as the manage-
ments may require some financial
assistance during the first year of intro-
duction, an advance teaching grant of
Rs. 500 will be made to each school in
which the Dbifurcated courses are
introduced in the current vear and the
balance will be paid in the next year
after the grant for 1948-49 is assessed.
In nddition, a non-recurring grant equal
to three-fourths of the cost of the
equipment to be purchased for the new
courses will be paid in the current vear
subject to a maximum of Rs, 5,700 for
each school.

Orders will be issued separately on
the other recommendations of the
Board of Secondary Education in regard
to other matters,

BEST LATEST EDITIONS
{ Revised)

BIFURCATION-—-SECRETARIAL COURSE

Books on Commercial Subjects,

1. " BOOK-KEEPING & ACCOUNTS”
By S. Vaidyanatha Iyer. Rs, 5/15.

2. “ COMMERCIAL PRACTICE’ By
the same Author, Rs. 5/10.

3. "COMMERCIAL CORRESPON-
DENCE” By T. V. Subramania
Iver. Rs. 3/8.

4, “COMMERCIAL ARITHMETIC"
By the same Author, According to
the latest Bifurcation Syllabus,
Rs. 2/8.

4. TAMIL EDITION of Three Authory’
Algebra By S. Balakrishna Iver &
N. Panchapagesa Iver. (Using the
Latest Scientific and Technical
Terms). Rs. 3.

6. " THIRUKKURAL” By Yogi fhud-
dananda Bharvatiar—Parts T to V
For Forms T to V.

As. 3% 4; 5 5; 6.

~H. E. Dr. C. Rajagopalachariar,
Governor-General of India writes:
“Your ‘Thirukkural Virundhu' was
veceived and perused by me with plea-
sure, Sri  Shuddananda  Bharathi’s
selections and notes are as may be

expected VERY-GOOD.” (15-2-'48)

SRINIVASA VARADACHARI & (0.
2/16, Mount Road MADRAS] 2.‘




The
South Indian Teachers’ Union Protection Fund Ltd.

Proceedings of the Twentieth Ordinary General Meeting
held on 14-5-1948

The Twentieth Annual Meeting of the Geneval Body of the South Indian
Teachers’ Union Protection Fund. [Ltd, was held at the National College,
Trichinopoly, on Friday the 14th of May, 1948 at 3 v. ar. with Svi. M., 8, Sabhesan
(President) in the chair.

Eighty-five members were present,

Sric ¥V, B Murthi, the Honorary Secretary, vead the notice of the Meeting
dated 1-4-1948.

The Secretary presented the Annual Report and the Statement of Accounts
for the vear ended 31-12-1947.  On the motion of Sei. 5. Natarajan and seconded
by Sri. 8. Srinivasan, the Report nnd Statements were taken as vead,

Sri. T, P. Svinivasavaradan proposed that the Report be adopted. The
proposition was seconded by Sri. A. 5. Narayana Iver. There was a discussion
on the Report. Messrs. K. N, Pasupathi of Kurnool and S. Srinivasan of Cheyyar,
spoke in terms of appreciation of the progress made by the Fund and congratu-
lated the Beard of Directors on the good work they had done. A. 5. Narayana
Iyer of Palghat, G. Krisknamurthy of Trichinopoly, and others toek partin the
discussion, After the Secretary had replied to the points raised by the members,
the Report was adopted unanimously.

The election of Oftice-bearers was next proceeded with, The following
were elected wunanimously :

(i) Sri. M, S, Sabhesan as President.

(i) ,, D.Thambuswami as Viee Presidend,

iy ,, V. B. Murthi as Secretary.

Fifteen names were proposed and seconded for the membership of the
Poard of Directors. A ballot was held and the following were declared elected.

1. Sri. B. R. Ebenezer of Shiyali, 2. Sri. 1. H. Parameswaran of Ambasamudram,

3. Sri. E.N, Pasupathy of Wuynool, 4 Sri. V. Jayarama Iyer of Villupuram,

5. Sri, V. Rajagopala Iver of Dhavapuram, and 6. Sr LN, Subramanyam of
Madanapalle,

The Meeting placed on record its appreciation of the services to the Fund
by the retiring Directors Messrs, S, Subramanyam and V. 8. Venkatanarayvana.

Election of Auditors: Proposed by Sri. V. B, Murthi and seconded by Sri,
S. Srinivasan, Messrs, V, Soundnrarajan & Co. were elected Auditors unanimously
for 1948,

Remuneration uof Auditors: Proposed by Syi. V. B. Murthi and seconded
by Sri. 8. Natarajan that the Auditors’ remuneration {or the year 1948 be fixed at
Rs. 250 was passed unanimously.

Amendments to the Articles of Association : Proposed by the Secretaryand
duly seconded, it was resolved unanimously that the following additions and
alterations be made in the Articles of Association of the Fund:—
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i. drticle 2: Interpretations: Delete the existing definition of ¢ Unit’ on
page 7 and substitute the following :—

. “ Unit means and denotes the contribution by a member of the prescribed
premium to the Life Insnrance Fand aczording to the period of membership .

it. Article 32 : Add at the end of the fivst paragraph the following :—

“ Provided that the vate of Rs. 1'2-per unit nnder Table [V shall apply in
the case of members joining the Fund on or after 15-5-18, )

_ ot Article 32—Table I17of Tables of Benefits: Delete © Re- 1.0.0 {per
unit)’ and substitute “Rs. 1-2-0 (per unit} in its place,

The Secretary, in regard to the resolution for increasing the age of admis-
sion from 40 to 45 given notice of, explained the views of the Boavd of Directors.
After a full discussion in which a number of members inclnding Sri. K. Mon
Singh of Musiri, T, P. Srinivasayvuadan of Madras took part pleading for a
cautious policy in relaxing the age limit, Sri J. Vaidyanathan of Madias proposed
that the resolution be referred back to the Board for further consideration and
consultation with the Actuary and it was carried.

The Secretary proposad a vote of thanks to the Chair and the authorities of
the National College,

520, Bigh Road. V.B. MTCRTH]I
Triplicane M, 8, SABHESAN (Sueretavy)
20th YMay, 1948, ) (President)

s e T [Ny

(Continued from Page 234)
than even religious communalism. Once £y
provincial communalism, whicli was on I
the march to.day. was fostered by
linguistic communalism, then inevitably KUMBAKONAM,

this country would not be marching

towards its goal of national integration,  (Directed by o South Indian Teacher).
but would be disintegrating from top to

bottom into  water.tight cultural, Scientific Manufacturers of °‘ India
linguistic and political enclaves.

He urged the Central Government to
be guided by the example of other
countries which had had to face the Marking cravons for Valuing answer
problem of multiplicity of languages. books and ‘1. .

Tn the U.S.A. for instance, while respec. P00Ks and quality Plaster of Paris.
ting the culture and language of the
different cultural groups, the Federal Suppliers to District Boards and
Government did not allow the different
units to pursue their own linguistic
policies. Instead, it evolved and imple.
mented a liberal over.all policy caleula- Ready stocks from G. S. Press,

ETAN COTTAGE INDUSTRIES,

Brand’ superior white and colour chalk
crayons for Black-board use, coloured

many leading institutions.

ted to foster a real national language.
He asked the Central Government in
India to do precisely the same thing.

After the Education Minister’s reply
the cut motions were withdrawn.

1

Mount Road, Madras. For samples
and other particulars kindly write to
the Manager.



THE SOUTH INDIA

TEACHERS' UNION

ANNUAL GENERAL BODY MEETING

The annual general body meeting of
the South India "Teachers” Union was
held on the morning of Saturday the
15th May 1018, at Lawley Hall, with
Mr M. 5. Sabhesan, President, in the
chair.

Alr. S. Natarajau, Secrcetary, read the
notice of the meecting.

The minutes of the last veosr's mect-
ing were read and adopted.

The anpual report was then presented
and taken as read, as copies had been
distributed to members earlier.

Mr. L. R Natesa Iyer said that the
the propesals for the recorganisation of
secondary education were well under
way and in spite of controversics in
respect of the inclusion of some sub-
jects, the content and scope of the pro-
posals would commend themselves to
al} teachers.

Mr. M. S, Sabliesan:  We shall consi-
der the proposals irrespactive of what
the Government may do.

Mr. G. Krishnamurthi said that the
portion referred to by Mr. L. 1%, Natess
Iyer needed suitable amendment. Our
duty should have been to draw a scheme
of XNational Education at least in res.
peet of our province. It was the duty
of the Conference to frumo a rpeeisd
resolution ut least now to sce thot ilie
subjeet wus backed and o non-eilicial
plan of education was given te the Cen-
tral or Mudras Government to i huple-
mentcd,

Mr. 5. Srinivasan (Chevyar) said that
very often peonle complained that the
S. LT, U, was un extinet volesno. e
was afraid that they were woving in the
airy  nothing. The finunees  of  the
S LT, U were miserably ilnadeguate.
Last year when the Council of Action
vias brought into Leisg, it was expected
that every Guild wounld contribute the
guota required of it, But only a few
did so. Others did not. Those who
were loudest in complaining were those
who did not pey.  They had a right te
criticise but they must also supply the
sinews of war. It was their duty to see

that their work was not handicapped
{or want of funds and ‘it was their duty
to pass a resolution to increase the sub-
scription.

Mr. T. P. Srinivasavaradan: We do
not know anyvthing of basic education,
We are all one in asking for reorganisa-
tion in ISducation But what kind of
reorganisation 7 The secretarial course
was given a decent burial on account of
the efforts of the S. L. T, U.

Mr R, Mahadeva Iyer asked what the
S 1. T, 1N had done to pull up Guilds
which had heen inactive. Last year
he had urged the need of a whole-time
paid worker. ‘The interest of a lakh
and half teachers could not be suffici-
ently attended to by honorary officers.

Mr. A. Sankaranarayana (Virudhuna-
gar) said that already teachers were
suffering from many disabilities. They
were not =allowed to contest political
elections, The S. I, T. U. instead of
fighting for the removal of those dis-
abilities, he wondered, why it should put
& ban ou political activities. By doing
so it would be committing political
suicide,

Mre, V. Guruswami Sastri (Tirukattu-
palii) said that in Enc¢land the Board of
Lducation did not take up any edu-
cationul matter without consulting the
National Union of Teachers. But here
our Government dees not hear the
views of the 8, I, T.U. The Headmas-
ters’ Associntion, which is now defunct
was of course consulted. Thel Head-
masters’ Asseciation in Madras City was
now getting some hearing, The Head-
masters of the province as a whole were
not heing consulted.  Why should they
not suggest that the S, LT, U. should
first e consuited on all matters.

Mr, Deenadayalu of Thyagaraya Chetti
High School, Madras said that it wag
absurd to say that teschers or for that
matter any others could not participate
in politics

Mr. G. Srinivasachari said that the
Executive of the S 1. T. U. might
explain the position.
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Mr. S. Natarajan said that from 1937
the Union had been submitting pro-
posals for reorganisation of cducation
at all stages and the Inion was keenly
watching what the Government were
doing and at every possible opportunity
was pressing on the Government what
their conference had in previous yvears
been deciding in the mattcer of edu-
cational reorganisation.

Mr. Mahadevan raised the uestion
that certain guilds were inactive and the
S.1. T. U. had not donc anything to
evoke response or life in those organisa-
tions. He might assure Mr. Mahadevan
that whatever had to be done hy the
office of the union to make the puilds
function had been done. In Chingleput
and South Arcot the guilds had ceased to
function, The Exccutiveof the S. 1. 1.
U. at its meeting held day before vester-
day resolved with reluctance to disafli
liate the South Arcot District Teachers’
Guild and at the same time to tuke steps
to go to the district, meet teachers and
get them to reform the organisation.

In respect of the revision of salaries
and improvement of conditions a lot of
information had to be obtained, an
amount of lobby work hadtv be done.
The Council of Action which met on
two occasions reviewed the position and
did not feel competent to do anything
more drastic but on the other hand felt
that in view of the poor response, we
had to be very eautious in spending the
little money we had collected, More
could have been achieved but the assist-
ance needed was not forthecoming. In
the matter of weightage to teachers the
Union had to place before the authori-
ties correct figures. The authorities
had figures from departmental agencies
which were colossal which frightened
the Cabinet and ultimately they passed

an order that the question of weightuge
would be held in abeyamce. But the
Executive of the S. 1. T. U. collected
that information from local body schools
in the presidency. He had to work at
it one month single-handed.

They had to show to the authorities,
particularly to the Minister for Local
Administration, the cost involved in
giving effect to the principle of weightage
which they themselves had recommended

tjor their servants, in sceondary schools
tn local bodies and show to him how it
was a small amount and the Provincial
Government could not say they could
not afford it. It wasafter that work
vus done that orders were issued grant-
g weightage though we are not satisfied
with the order hecause it still lays down
certain dilferences.  Local bodies are
classified under three headings and there
is difference in respeet of the date from
witich weightage is to be given.

Mr. 5. MNatwrajan continuing said that
My, Guruswami Sastrigal had raised the
question  of  raembership of  Union.
From July onwards he had been writing
to Associations and District Guilds to
scnd  him lists of members.  Some
District Guilds did net respond. Most
others contented “hemselives by merely
saying that they hod so many associa-
tions afliliated and asking to send them
voting papers.

On the question of consultation of the
S.I.T.U. it was not for them to tell
the Government to do this or that.
They had to work up to a state of
efficiency when they could make the
Government feel they could not vo for-
ward with any scheme of educational
reorganisation if they do not carry the
Union with them.

As regards politics the Union did not
question the right of any teacher or
member of the Union fo belong to a
political party but the Executive
reviewing the circwmustances that arose
in the country felt that there would be
complications of & nature which would
seriously hamper the work of the Union
if the office-bearers identified themselves
with political parties.

At this stage a motion for the closure
of the discussions was put und carried.
The report was then put before the
meeting and adopted.

The {ollowing were clected oflice-
bearers of the Union for the ensuing
year:-

President :  Sri M S. Sabhesan.

Vice-Presidenls: Messrs A. Rama Iyer
and A. Satyanarayana.

Secretary : Sri S. Natarajan.

Josnt Secrefary: Sri G. Krishnamurthi,

Preasurer: Sri V. Arunajatai.




NEWS AND VIEWS FROM FAR AND NEAR

MADRAS

Advisory Committees  for  Aided
Colleges :

The Government have advised the
managements of aided Colleges in this
province to constitute Advisory Com-
mittees in their Colleges with the
principal as convener ‘the committec
will include one representative from
the stalf, two from the parents, two to
be nominated by the managements out
of its donmors und sympathisers and
three to be chosen by the Government,
The funection of the Committee is to
advise the mansgement on {ramning of
rules for admission of students consis-
tent with the rules laid down Dby the
Government, adding new groups of sub-
jects for study, provision of hostel facili-
ties and extra curricular activitics.

Ban on school  teachers.—-The
Government have decided that teachers
employed in elementary schools should
not be allowed to become members of
political organisations.

Saunskrit siudy.— Speaking on  the
occasion of the Founder’s Day celebra-
tion by the Pennathur Subratnania Aiyer
High School, Mylapore, on the evening
of March 7, Chief Justice, Rajamannar
said that a coursc of study in Sanskrit
should be wmade compulsory for all
boys and girls in schools, if we swanted
them to acquire our ancient culture.

Mr. R. B. Ramakrishna Raju, Presi-
dent of the Madras Legislative Council
in his address, as Chairman, on the
occasion of the Bharathi day celebration
of the Sanskrit Acndemy said it was
a pity that in this ancient land a time
should have come when there <was need
for propaganda to stress the importance
of the study of Sanskrit. Every effort
should be made to give that study the
highest priority in the national
education.

Justice V. Govindarajachari who
presided over the Madras Sanskrit
College Founder’s Day Celebration on
March 10, suggested to the educational
authorities to make Sanskrit a com-
pulsory subject of study in schools and
~olleges.

Basic Training Schools.——It is pro-
posed to construet during 1948-49 about
18 Basic training school buildings
in rural arcas of eleven districts.

Diploma in Physical Education. —
The Senate of the Madras University, at
its niecting on 30th March has accepted
the recommendation of the Syndicate to
institute o diploma course in physical
education,

Basic Lducation: The Government
ol Madras have decided to convert all
thic Elementary and Jiddte schools in
the provinece into Basic education
schools within the next ten vears. For
training teachers to be employed in
thiese Basie education schools, it has
heen deeided to start immediately Basic
Training schools one in cach district
for the present. The construction of
buildings for Jocating these training
schools 1s to be taken up immediately
and the cost of construction of each
training school is expeeted to be 1 lakh.

Deihi. A committee is shortly to be
appointed to consider the question of
the medium of instruction and exami-
nation at the university stage in Indis.
The following will be the subjects of
reference to the Committce. The
place of the national language in Secon-
dury and Higher education and of its
seript, the place of Bnglish as a language
in University education and the stages
by which Inglish should be replaced
by the national language or regional
language as a language of instruction,
preparation of Text books, scientifie
terminology, and requisites for the pur-
pose of implementing its recommenda-
tions.

Dishursement of Teaching Grants:

The Madras Government in their order
in May last asked the managements of
aided secondary schools to adopt for
teachers in their service at least the
revised scales of pay fixed for teachers
in secondary schools under loeal bodies,
In order to enable them to meet the
additional cost involved in the adoption
of revised scales the basis of the assess-
ment of teaching grant was raised from
one half to two-thirds of the approved
net cost of maintenance of these schools
with effect from June, 1, 1947.

The Government now desire to make
it clear, in this connection, that it is
open to managements of aided secondary
schools to adopt for their teachers the
revised scales of pay fixed for teachers
in Government service, if they could
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afford to do so, and in such cases the
expenditure incurred by the manage-
ment on payment of salaries in these
cases will he treated as an approved
item of expenditure, and will make them
eligible, with effect from June 1, 1917,
for teaching grant on the basis of two-
thirds of the approved net cost.

The Government have decided not to
insist on managements of aided secon-
dary schools granting advance incre.
ments to the teachers, to give weightage
for their service upto December 31,
1948, and refix their pay in the revised
scales, but it is open to managements
to give such weightage, if they can
afford to do so; and in cases, where
the managements have allowed advance
inerernents in the revised scales of pay
adopted by them, according to the
principles laid down by Government for
the grant of weightaege in the scales of
pay fixed for teachers in Government
secondary schools or in the secondary
schools under local bodies, as the case
may be, the expenditure incurred by
them on payment of salaries, as fixed,
will be taken into account for purposes
of assessment of teaching grant from the
date from which the revised scales have
actually been adopted and pay has been
fixed in those scales, giving weightage
for service.

Ameandment of ¢rant in-aid Code.—
The Education Minister, - Mr. T. S.
Avinashilingam Chettiar, called a con.
ference of Headmasters and Correspon-
dents of Aided secondary schools in the
City in his office at the Seccretariat, for
the purpose of discussing the question
of how best the Grant.-in-aid Coede
might be amended.

The amendment has been thought of
in view of the fact that the Government
have agreed to give two-thirds of the net
cost as teaching grants to these schools
besides accepting 80 per cent of the
standard rates as the fee income for
reckoning the net cost. Further, the
Government had also undertaken to
compensate the loss sustained by the
managements in granting concessions to
backward communities at the manage-
ment rates.

After discussion, it was decided to
meet again with more details relating to
the proposals.

DELHI

The Ministry of Education, Govern-
ment of Iundia, have appointed a
committee to formulate a scheme for
the establishment of a Central Institute
of Psvchology in Delhi for conducting
research in  selective methods and
standardising tests of various types in
the educational field.

The proposed institute will prepare,
it is stated, intelligence tests for the
selection of primary school children for
secondary educafion and entrants to
teachers’ training institutions as well
as  higher technical institutions.
Intelligence tests to grade the children
of backward tribes orareas in order
that they may develop educationally to
the fullest extent as well as tests to
determine the voecational -aptitudes of
different people will be devised by the
institute, A Child Guidance Clinic in
Delhi will also be attached to this insti-
tute which will give all possible assur-
ance to similar provincial institutions.

It 1s disclosed that the Government
also propose to start a National Insti-
tute of Physical Education. A sub-
committee appointed for the purpose
has recommended a four years course
leading to a degree in Physical Edueca-
tion and the syllabus is being drawn up.

UNITED PROVINCES

Five hundred and fifty young
graduates, some from aristocratic fami-
lies are working as labourers in
Almora hills ploughing the fields, (elling
trees and breaking stones and construct-
ing roads. These 'are cadets receiving
the final lessons under the social
service, or citizenship training schemse,

The scheme is still in the experimen-
tal stage and if successful, training
under the scheme will be a compulsory
qualification for service under the U.P.
Grovernment,

ENGLAND

From 1951 the reformed examination
system will come into force in England
for the completed Secondary School
Certificate  holders. The question
papers will be set at ordinary, advanced
and scholarship levels in the different
subjects. No pupil below 16 is eligible
to appear for the examination.




FROM OUR ASSOCIATIONS

The Tinnevelly District Teachers’
Guild, Ambasamudram

The Annual Educational Conference
organised by the Tinnevelly District
Teachers' Guild was held in the Tir-
thapunt High School, Ambasamudrai,
on April 24th under the presidency of
Prof. A, Svinivasaraghavan, Vice-
President of the S, 1.1, U. The con-
ference was attended by about 150
delegntes representing slmost all the
schools in the distriet,

The following office-beurers  were
elected for the veay 194349 1~

President . Y. H. Parameshwaran.
i, Lo, Headmaster, Tirthapati High
School, Ambasamudram,

Viee-President: XK. M. Sundavan,
B.A. Lov., Headmaster, Tiluk Vidyalwva,
Kallidaikurehi.

Secretary: H. Visvesvaran. B.sc.,
Lo, Tirtapati High School, Ambasamu-
dram

Treasurer: Y. S. Jayaraj, B.A., L.T.,
Schafter High School, Tinnevelly,

Representative of the Guild on the
S.I.T.U. Ezecutive Board: Mr, Samuel
Muthiah, 8.4, 1.7, Headmaster, Cald-
well High School, Tuticorin.

The following are some of the Le-
solutions passed at the Conference :

(1) This Conference deems it its
duty to invite the attention of the
Governmment to the continuance of the
feeling of discontent among teachersin
non-Government schools owing to the
persistence of the time-old anomalies
tn respect of salaries and allowances
ind 18 of opinion that the Government
should, in view of the universal demand
of the employees 1In the several
lepartwients reconsider the salary pro-
dolem and allowances on the basis of
‘he recommendations of the Central
Pay Commission and fix the scales of
walaries and allowances for educational
services irvespective of agencies.

(2) This Conference reiterates the
Jellary Provincial Educational Confer-
:nce resolution No. 6 that the children

of teachers be granted full fee conces-
sion in secondary schools and colleges
s long as they continue to make satis-
factory progress.

(Z) This Conference recommends to
the Government that o declaration of
the rights of the teaching profession be
made by the enactment of a Teachers’
Charter in consultation with organised
feaching opinion and in this connec.
tion invites the attention of the
overnment to " The Teachers’ Char-
ter 7 approved by The All  India
Teachers’ Federation at its Nagpur
session 1n 1935

{4) In view of the increasing number
of candidates for the S.S.1.C. examina-
tion and the difficulties of accommoda-
tion ete., this Conference recommends
to the Government the holding of the
SS.L.C. Public Examination in Sep-
tember also as is done in the case of the
University Examinations,

SOUTH KANARA

A meeting of the General Body of
the 5. I\, District Teachers’ Guild swas
held at 2-30 paw, on 11--1—1948 at the
S, V.3 High School, Katapadi, S. K.,
Sri M. 8, Ekambuara Rao presiding.

The following resolutions, among
others, were passed.

Resolved to request the Government
to adopt the Central Pay Commission
Seales, allowanees, ete. for teachers
under all Managements.

This meeting requests the Govern-
ment to cancel ¢.0. 416 (Education and
Public Health) of 1959 and permit
teachers to form Unions in any manner
they choose.

The following office bearers were
clected,

President: Sri M. S. Ekambara Rao
_Vice-Presidents: Svi G. R, Shenoy,
U. Umanatha Rao.

General Secretary : Sri M. V. Bhat.

Bepresentative on the Ezecutive of the
S. L T. U.: Sri U. Srinivasa Kini,

OUR BOOK-SHELF

‘ndian Historical Records Commission
Proceedings, Vol. XXIIL (Govt,
Press, Delhi.)

The volume is & record of the twenty-
shird meeting held at Indove in Decem-
ver 1946.  Apart from the report of the
ronference proceedings, a number of
npers contributed by experts as the
cesult of their seavch into oviginal
Tocuments arve published, particularly
relating to the Holkar State. A list of
records exhibited is also given. This
will enable scholars to have access to
them casily as and when they requive.

Latest methods of preservation of
old documents seem to be engaging
the attention of the authorities, as
evidenced by the exhibits. The volume
is a very useful guide to research scho-
lars and should be in the library of
every university and public library in
the country. A group photo and photos
of important personages asscciated with
the organisation of the conference add
to the usefulness of the publication.

Bulletins 2, 3 and 6 of 1947. DBy Feclf:
ral Security Agency of U. S. Office of
Informatios.

These deal with Education in Tiqua-
dor, San Salvador and Nicaragua—sonie
of the South Ainerican States.

Tales of Burma. By Maung Maung
Dye. (Macmillin & Co. Ltd, Price
Re. 1).

These are interesting stories of the
traditions of Burma and their reading
cives an insight into the beliefs and
ideas of the native Burmese mind.
Books like this may be prescribed for
non-detailed study in V and VI Forms,
where the students are curious to learn
about other lands and peoples and are
burning with a spirit of adventure,

Machines. By F. E. Joselin, (Oxford

University Press, Price 1/6).

This is a publication in Science at
work series and contains with simple
illustrations accounts of common
machines, as the lever, wheel, screw,
bicycle and inclined plane. Any reader
can easily learn the principles of these
machines. The language used is very
simple.

IModern Geography :—Book I¥: North

America. By Coysh and Tomlinson,

(Oxford University Press, Price 3/6.)

As the name itself indicates, the book
is written according to modern ideas
and standards of a geography text book
and is amply illustrated, 'The printing,
binding and general get up leave noth-
ing to be desired.

Better Education. By K. N. Dutt
(T, C. &, Jourdals and Publications,
Litd., Lucknow. Price Re.1-4-0).

his is a pamphlet dealing with the
sducation of adolescents during the age
pericd 14 to 19, that is to say, the first
four years of an ordinary college
edncation. The author has very good
suggestions to make regarding re-orien-
tation of college education, particularly
through camp organisations where
emphasis will be laid on education for
citizenship.

Discipline and Attention in the olass-
room. By K. Narayanan, Pamphlet
No, 1 of the “ Ramnad District Head-
masters’ Association Series” (Mus-
lim High School, Abiramam, Price
8 annas.)

This pamphlet is an authoritative
treatise on the subject of discipline in
the classroom and 1is supported by

suggestions from standard works on
Education written by such authors as
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Adams, PBagley, Benson, Bossing, and
fourteen others, To these engaged in
classrocom work and to whom the sub-
ject of discipline is'a day to day problem.
the pamphlet seems togive a good
guide, The Headmasters’ Association
of the Ramnad District dererves to be
congratulated on this line of activity,
i.e, bringing out a series of pamphlets
based upon study of psychological pro-
blems facing the teacherin his daily
life, It is hoped that this venture will
continue without break. S P, N,
Chamu Nair, 84, L.7., Divisional Ins-
pector of Scheols, Madnra, has written
a foreword to the pamphlet appreciating
the contributions of the author, Sti K.
Narayanan, to the literature of educa-
tion. A copy of this pamphlet should be
in each teacher’s library.

Ajanta: Vol.1, Parts 1 to4 from
January  to  April 1948 (Tamil).
{Chiranjeevi concerns, 1,186, Mount
Read, Madras-—2. Annual subscription
Rs. 6/-, price per copy-8 annas.)

This monthly journal ir Tamilisa
recent addition to the vernacular
periodical world, In about 140 pages
of the volume are articles of varied
kind and taste contributed by compe-
tent writers for the benefit of Tamil
knowing readers. The topics cover
historical and factual narratives, stories
of imagination with moral and social
motives, and puranic and teaditional
accounts, dance, art with illustrations,
The colour pictnres on the {ront page
and in the inside form a valuable and
artistic sidelight to the magazine,

In these days of Tamil renaissance
and nrge for adult education, this
periodical serves a very good cause and
if continued successfully, is bound te
become very popular among the Tamil
knowing readers. The journalis very
bandy in size, being crown octavo,
printed on newsprint, and is bound in
thick art paper.

How Radar Works. By HRenneth
Ullyett. (George Harrap & Co, T4,
London. Price 7 sh, 64d.)

This book of crown octavo size of
about’ 170 pages mneatly printed on

featherweight paper and well bound
belongs to what is called the ‘Torch
Jooks’ series designed by the publishers
for the inquiring reader who wants to
find cut about developments in science
which, although they may seem to be
specialised, have vet 2 divect influence
on cur life and times. The chapters in
this book deal with the principles of
the Radar, the discovery of it, its
functions and applications and how
war developed systewrs have been
harnecssed for peace time needs. The
part that Radar plaved in the defence
of England against enemy raids in the
World War ITand how it 1snow used as
a navigation aid are all well known to
any intelligent educated citizen of the
world, Tlustrative plates are a goed
feature of the book and find their places
in the appropriate contexts,

The Wisdom of Dr. Johnson. By Cons-
tantina  Maxiwcell, (George Harrap
& Co., Ltd., London,—Price 10 sh,
6 d.)

What is said about printing and
binding for the previous book applies
to this book also, The size is demi
octavo and contains 190 pages of matter,
An account of the life of Johnson
runuing to 55 pages forms a useful
introduction. Ixtracts from the writ-
ings of Dr, Johnson containing collec-
tion of sayings, aphorisms, and witty
observations of the great man for all
time will serve as rveference work for
those who would like to find pleasure
in quotations.

On the playbill in old Loadon. By
Lynett Feasy. (George Harrap & Co.,
Litd,, London—Price 7 sh. 6 d.)

The printing, binding and general
get up of this book are similar to those
of the book on Radar, Glazed thick
paper is used.

That the people of TLondon immen-
sely liked the stage in the old days
even as they do now though the cinemna
houses have replaced most of the old
time play houses is shown by the
remerk of a preacher in 1578—" Liook

(Continued on Page 256)

THOUGHTS ON CURRENT EVENTS

« THINKER'

An Anachronism:

At the Provincial Educational Confer-
ence recently held at Tiruchirapalli, the
resolution on extension of agrecment
between teachers and managements now
existing in aided secondary schools to
aided clementary schools was subjected to
much discussion. None of the speakers
seems to have thought for a moment
whether the principle of agreement
should persist even in aided secondary
schools under the new dispensatioun after
the 15th August 1947. The agreement
practice savours of commereial transac.
tion and offends against the dignity of
the teacher, The British Government
was interested in maintaining aided
schools  particularly mission aided
schools, and in the name of freedom for
private managements refrained from
interfering in the relationship between
teachers and managements. But when
the evil practice of appointing and dis-
mwissing teachers at the sweet will and
pleasure of managements became very
intolerable and a hue and cry was raised
by the teachers at their conferences, a
remedy in the form of an agreement was
sought to be introduced. Though it
might be said to have somewhat mitiga-
ted the evil, still there was always the
danger of the teacher beiny thrown out
of employment or his salary veduced
right in the middle of his career. ‘The
recently revised agreement is of course
an improvement in the sense that a
teacher cannot be sent out after five
vears of service without valid reasons
and there is right of appeal. But the
service ‘conditions regarding salary,
leave and allowances remain sore points
and vary under different managements.
There is no reason why uniform service
conditions on a par with those of Gov-
ecrnment servants in the education
department should not be insisted upon

and incorporated in the M.E R., the
observance of which should be madea
condition of recoznition of a school, ag
so many other things are demanded
of managements. The agreement system
must be scrapped and the Advisory
Board of Education in our province
should see to this and not encourage
an old practice which has hecome out of
date and an anachronism after the
advent of the popular Government,

Coustructive criticism wanted

In the symposium on ¢ ¥ducation in
Free India >’ at the Provincial Educa-
tional Conference, several speakers took
part, as many as 30, and offered con-
structive suggestions for the reorienta-
tion of education in I'ree India, The
President, Sri, R, Suryanarayana Rao,
M.L.C, said that these speeches would
be reported in full and the whele discus.
sion sent to Government for information
and nccessary action. One or two spea-
kers had nothing to suggest but only
indulged ir opposing the views of their
predecessors. This is hardly the way to
conduet a symposium, At this rate
there could be no end to discussion and
the whole show would become a debating
socicty. Fortunuately there were only a
few of this type and their opposition
mentality failed to impress the audience
apart from their inability to contribute
to the constructive side It would have
been better if speankers had been selected
well in advance to dilate on the different
aspeets of the subject. There would
have been time for them to think and
prepare for the discussion in a con.
structive manner. At the Rishi Valley
Conference there were similar symposia
and these were well conducted and
successful because the main speakers
were fixed up several weeks in advance.
It is hoped that this practice will be
adopted in future,



EDITORIAL

The late V. Saranathan

We deeply regret to record here the
sudden demise after a shovt illmessat
Bangalore of Svi UL Saranathan, 3LA,
retired principal of the National College,
Tiruchivapalii on the 20th of June at
the age of 57. :

Having greduated from the Presi-
denev College, Bdladras in 1912 with
EFirst Cluss in English longnage and
Nterature, SV, Saranathan was a tutor
in the St. Joseph's College, Tiruchira-
palll wherefrom he appeared for the
M. AL Degree examination in English
and passed it, Ie had successively
worked as lecturer in Tnglish in the
Hindun College, Tirunelvell and the
National College, Tivuchirapalli before
he occupied the distinguished position
as Prineipal of the latter institution.
Sri V. Baranathan was an enthusiastic
educationist and tock active part in the
Tiruchirapalli Distriet Teachers Guild,
of which he was also President for
some vears while the late Jamented
ST Ramanuga Alvengar was its Secre-
tary.  he  Provincial  Elucational
Confercnce of 1933 held at Tiruchiva-
palli owed its suecers to hiz guidancee
and advice,

—

The Iate V. Swennthan was o great
friend of the poor. Hundreds of sta-
dents are beholden to hint for his gene-
rons helpin cnnbling them to continue
their studies.  His zoal in the cause of
Education was so great thut he identified
himsell with the National College,
Tiruchivapalli.  He strove hard, not
withent success, but often against odds
to make that colleve o veal centre of
learning and enlture, and at his death
he had given away his life savings to

the Nntional College. South India haslost
a great patriot and a great Educationist.

Owing to wenk health even as a
student, Mr. Saranathan remained
unmarried throughout life. We offer
our condolences to his kith and kin,
Aav his soul rest in peace !

Equal Pay {or Equal work:

The portion of the Presidential
address of Sri R. Suryanarayana Rao at
the Lducational Conference at Tiru-
chirvapalli in May last relating to the
injustice of teachers in Liocal Board
and  Aided Schools being treated
differently from those in Government
Schools In the matter of emoluments
scems to have Dbeen resented to by a
certain ‘gentleman’ in Coimbatore
who obviously seems to be a Govern-
ment servant though his full addvess is
not disclosed. My, Suryanarayana Rao
has torwarded his letter to us, There
is nothing new in the gentleman’s
argument, except that he has gone
down to vulgar depthsin his condem-
nation of the Alded School teacher, We
still maintain, with all the gentleman’s
attempts to  consider himself and
mewmbers of his fraternity as heaven-
born beings, that the teachers in non-
Government schools are as qualified if
not more, as those in (Government
schools and that the latter have been
able to find employment under Govern-
ment not by mervit but through god-
fathers having influence in Govern-
ment circles. We don't object to
special pay and allowances being given
for special or extra work but refuse to
accept the differential scales of salaries
for the same kind of work.

0
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Reorganisation

A number of press statements
appeared in quick snccession for some
weeks and the authorifies tried to
explain their point of view in regard to
educational reorganisation. Somehow
or other the public came to have a
feeling of confusion and indecision. It
was not possible for them to see all the
relevant portions together and have a
correct 1dea of the picture.

The Government have just now
published their final decision in regard
to the reorganisation proposals. We
hear that the Minister is thrusting his
novel ideas and proceeding very much
in a hurry. The position of the second
Ianguage which was announced fo be
only optional in Tamil Nad as against
other regions in South India ndded a
good deal to the confusion.

The scheme now officially published
is not the scheme of the Minister,
though he might have had his sav at
certain  stages. Reorganisation has
been before the public for over ten
vearsand our Union has complained
again and again that the authorities do
not seem1 to be keen on taking any
definite step. It has pointed out the
danger of delay and urged the Govern-
ment to place the educational system
on a sound footing in accordance with
the recommendations of competent
experts. While we complain about the
delay on the part of Government, the
cry that the Minister is hurrying up has
no justification. Itis to the credit of
the Minister for Education that he has
made up his mind to give effect to the
fundamental recommendations as early
as possible. The province should be
grateful to him for his vigilance and
alertness. All these years teachers and
non-teachers, officials and non-officials
have been pressing the following more

important aspects for immediate consi-
deration :—

1. The adoption of the mother
tongue medinm.

2. The provision of facilities for
technical bias in the high schools.

3. The diversion of stndents to
suitable courses and the prevention of
overcrowding in colleges, and

4. The importance of social activities
in a wide sense in respect of the real
education of the individual,

What we have been all along asking
is seen to be incorporated in the
Government scheme. There may be
some difference of opinion in regard to
some ideas here and there, but the fact
remains that the Government scheme
is a step in the right direction, The
one obvious objectionable feature in
the Government scheme is its original
decision in regard to second language.
This order makes the second language
(a group comprising Hindi or Sanskrit
or any classical language or Urdu)
compulsory only in areas other than
Tamil Nad, while it is left as optional
in the Tamil Nad. Under this scheme
it is gquite passible that a large number
of Tamil Nad pupils will leave out
completely the second language and
thus make their course less burdensome
and exacting. These pupils may not
realise the folly of their action now.
But when they enter life later on, they
may realise that they are considerably
handicapped by their ignorance of
Hindi, the National Language of India.
Representations must have been
received by the Minister in this regard.
It is very good of him and the Govern-
ment to be willing to make a small
change so soon. The* change announ-
ced by the Minister at the meeting of
the headmasters of the city makes it
obligatory upon the pupil to take up
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any one language from the second
language group. For educational and
other reasons the Government have
acted wisely in including in the second
language the South Indian languages
as well. Hence Tamil students who
have no aptitude ov liking for Hindt or
Sanskrit may taike up Telugn or Tamil
and interprovincial harmony will be
promoted. This  modification also
makes it possible for pupils learning
subjects in a regional language other
than the mother tongune to select their
mother tongue as theirsecond language.

Only one thing remains for the tea-
chers and their organisations to do.
The emphasis laid on social activities
by the Minister should be properly
understood. These social activities
constitute a vital part of the education
of the pupil though there may be

difficulties in arranging the programme
and carrying it out, This programme
need not be and should not be the sume
in all schools, It isupto every school
to understand the real idea of social
activities and frame its own programme
suited to the locality and to the type of
pupils therein.

So far as the Union is concerned, it
expects good progress from the :inclu-
sion of social activities and appeals to
every affiliated association to study the
social activities in their general and
special aspects and suggest practical and
useful ideas for the enrichment and
vitalisation of the school programme.
This cannot be done in a hurry and the
associations may be doing a service if
they should take this topic for conti-
nued study.

(Continued from Page 252)

but upon the common plays in Liondon
and see the multitude that flocketh to
them and followeth them. Behold the
sumptuous theatre houses—a continual
monument to Liondon’s prodigality and
jolly . Another preacher rvemarked
that a play could with blast of trumpet
sooner call thither a thousand than an
hour’s tolling of the bell bring to the
serman a Dhundred. The authoress
deals with the plays of old Liondon in
pre-Elizabethan and Tlizabethan times,
and introduces us to the works of
the most- important dramatists, e.g.,
Shakespeare, Marlowe, Ben Johnson,
Beanmont and Fletcher, The intro-
duction deals with play-houses of old
Liondon and is followed by select
scenes from the London Merchant,
D1 Fj.u\ctns& »I’ astward  Ho!, and

Memorial Volume of P.S. G. Ranga-
swami Naidu. (Published by the old
students of Sarvajana High School.
Peelamedun.)

A fairly big size volume, royal octavo
size, runs to about 130 pages printed
on glqzec} paper and contains accounts
from different pens, of the life and
work of the late P.S. G. Rangaswamni
Naidu. Edueationists and public of
South India cherish the memory of this
great philanthropic public spirited man,
who made Peelamedu famous as the
centre of educational activities in the
Tamil Nad, Mr, R. Srinivasa Iyengar's
pen picture of this noble soul gives an
IIlStht into the heart- thlobbln“s of the
founder of the Charities, based as it i is,
on his intimate rL"qumntance with the
founder for well over two decades,

C. R,
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T‘WO OUTSTANDING DICTIONARIES

1. MARTIN’S A DICTIONARY OF ENGLISH
- USAGE. Pages 181. Second Edition.

(i) A MIRACLE OF COMPRESSION:

“It is in fact a miracle of compression. It is astonishing to
tind how much information is gathered within the covers of
this hook,”— The Educational Review, Madras (April, 1942).

(ii) AN INDISPENSABLE BOOK.

"It 1s always dangerous to say that any partxcuhr thing in this
solid-seeming wortld of ours is absolutely indispensable, but
it lonks as though Mr. Martin has written an indispensable
work of reference for our students and teachersin schools and
colleges.”— The Educational Review, Madras (April, 1942,)

2. MARTIN’S AN EXPLANATORY DICTIONARY
Pages, 654 Size, §7x11}". PI‘ICC Rs. 18, Postagc,
Re. 1-8.

..Idon’t think that any berter dxchonary published in India

1s available so far as [ know than this monumenml work.”'—
The Whip (Dec. 30, 1946).

“The definitions of the words given are <xmpIc and easily
understandable, and Mr. Martin has made liberal use of
lustrative sentences and phrases to make the Dictionary
really "Esxplanatery ."—~The Illustrated Weekly of India
(Nov. 17, 1946).

“This is a first-class dxctlonary and Messrs. Cooper are to be
-thanked for giving it to us with such a choice get-up, with
clear typograpbhy and fine. prmtmg paper.”—The Whip
(Dec. 30, 1946). g S -

K. & }. COOPER - PUBLISHERS - BOMBAY, 4

Sole Selling-Agents for the Madras PresidencJ —

The Christian Literature Society for India, Park Town, Madras.
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The
S. 1. T. U, Protection Fund Ltd.

TEACHERS ! PROVIDE FOR YOUR FAMILIES.

T here are Tables for various periods 10, 15, 20, 25 years.
Choose any one of them.

For a policy of Rs. 250, you will have to pay only

Re. 1 2 0 a month for 25 years, or

Re. 1 6 0 . 20 years, or
Re. 112 0O . 15 years, or
Rs. 2 6 O . 10 years.

You can take policies for Rs, 260, 500, 750 or Rs. 1000

Every year of mrembership will increase the benefit by
Rupees B, 10, 18 or 20.

BONUS IN ADDITION

Latest Bonus—Rs. 30 per thousand for 1942—1947.

What you have to pay to take a policy :—

Registration Fee Re.
Annual Subscription Rs., 2
(Lady Members Re. 1 extra)

- If above 35 years of age, over-age fee of Re. 1 for cach
) year of age exceeding 30,
payable on admission once only.

Apply to -
| THE SECRETARY,
520, HIGH ROAD, TRIPLICANE, MADRAS--5.

Printed by T. K. Venkatesan, at the Jupiter Press, Ltd., 16, Sembudoss Street, G. T., Madras.
Edited & Published by M. S. Sabhesan, M.A.,
for the S. I, T. U,, at 520, High Road, Triplicane, Madras~7-48 —70¢
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