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Sarvajit Pushya Bahula Panchami

(30 January 1948,

In the ages to come, people will think of the time when this man
of God trod the earth—will think of us who, however small, also tread
the holy eround where his foot had heen. Tet us be worthy of him
............................................... [{ow can we praise him, we who are his
children, and perhaps more intimately his children than the children
of his body, for we all are, in ¢reater or smaller measure, the children
of his spirit?. ... Thouch his tender face never Jost its smile and
he never spoke aharsh word, yvet bitterly he must have suffered to
find that the generation he had trained went away from his path.
And ultimately the hand of a child of his—for he, after all, is as

much his child as any other Indian—struck him down.
2 Februay 1948 Jawdharlal Nehru

I.ct the tragedy that was enacted in Delhi give us the tune,
reason, thyme and melody for the history of our future.  May the
history of India be written to the rhythm and tune of the grief that
thrilled throueh Bharatmata when Mahatma Gandhi fell. ... No
one could have died a more glorious death than Mahatma Gandhi.
He did not die in bed, erying for doctors and nurses. e died walking
to his seat of prayer, walking fast because he was late, and he died
with the name of Rama on his lips....c..o... [.et us not lament, let us
be proud and let us be worthy of Mahatmaji.
5 February 1948

L

Rajaji
. .

A leader of his people, unsupported by any outward aathority;
a politician whose success rests not upon craft nor mastery of technical
devices, but simply on the convincing power of his personality; a
victorious fighter who has always scorned the use of force; a man of
wisdom and humility, armed with resolve and inflexible consistency,
who has devoted all his strength to the uplifting of his people and the
betterment of their lot; a man who has confronted the brutality of
Europe with the dignity of the simple human being, and thus at all
times risen superior. Generations to come, it may be, will scarce
believe that such a one as this ever in flesh and blood walked upon

this earth.
Einstein

Gandhiji - A World Leader’

By
Dr. John Haynes Holmes

You have asked me to spealk this afternoon on “Gandhi as 2 World
Leader”. Tapproach the subject with the strongest feelings of timidity.
Who am I to talk on Gandhi to you who gave Gandhi to the world ?
All my life I have lived on the opposite side of the globe, and I have
come to India now for the first time. But, on the other hand, I have
admired Gandhifor a long time now as the greatest man of our age.
This is, perhaps, a poor qualification for such an address as you expect
this afternoon—but it is the best 1 have.

I'am a minister of the church, but this address of mine is to be
regarded as an address, not asa sermon. I shall however begin with a
text, The text for my present address is provided by a remark of
Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy's, reported recently in the newspapers. Speaking
in New York last week, Dr. Roy said that the world had now to make a
final choice between war and self-destruction on the one hand and, on
the other, love and non-violence as expounded by Gandhi. I propose to
make this the text of my address this afternocon.

Mahatma Gandhi's life can be divided into three phases—it can be
studied from three different points of view :—
!

(1) Gandhi, the Jocal leader in South Africa—1894 to 1914 ;

(2) Gandhi, the national leader in India—1914 to the present day ;
and ’

(3) Gandhi, the world leader who has still, ] think, great work
to do.
II

With regard to the South African period, all I haveto do is to
refresh your memory. You know how, as a young man, he went to South

. *Extracts from an address at Presidency College on 30th October 1947 by Dr. ], H, Holmes
Mlm.ster of the Community Church. New York City, and Rabindranath Tagore Memorial Visiting'
Professor 10 Indian Universities {1947—48) for the Watumull Foundation of Honolnln and Los
Angeles, )
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Africa to conduct a law suit. He saw for the first time the humiliation
and degradation of his countrymen in South Africa. Ile immediately
realized his oneness with them, and resolved to dedicate his life to their
service. 1le abandoned his carcer, and settled down among the Indian
coolies in South Africa to organize them into a great party, so that their
wrongs might be redressed. The Government of South Africa was
powerful, the coolics were weak and unarmed. Gandhi, with hundreds
of his followers, was placed in prison. On one occasion he was beaten
and left on the roadside. Butin twenty years this little group of Hindu
coolies had beaten the Government, and a measure of justice was at Jast
done. The significance of this experience in South Africa is to be found
in the fact that it served as a kind of training for his subsequent work.
Here he was able to try his technique; this was a kind of laboratory in
which he carried on one experiment after another. Ife demonstrated to
the world that non-violent non-co-operation could be made to work even
in a battle against a great government.

[11

As a national leader, Gandhi has two wonderful achicvements to
his credit. He is both the George Washington and the Abraham Lincoln
of India. As Washington led my country to freedom, so Gandhi led
yours. As Lincoin freed the slaves, so Gandhi freed sixty million
untouchables.

When Gandhi returned to India, the time was at last ripe f({vr' the
Indian people to rise and strike for independence, Gandhi had enormous
prestige at this time because of his work in South Africa. Before he
knew it, he found himself at the head of a great nationalist movement.
How he accomplished the mighty task of freeing you from the tyranny of
the British Government is one of the greatest stories of the world, one
of the tales which will be told to the end of time.

What was his plan, his method of action? 1In the first place, he
identified himself completely with the masses. Ile wore only a Join cloth,
for that is all that the great masses of the Indian people wear. He walked
barefoot, because thatis how his people go about from one place to
another. He adopted the spinning wheel, for that is the only instrument
which finds its way to the remote Indian villages, There were national

A Y
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leaders before Gandhi. But they were all drawn from the intelligentsia,
they were westernized in dress and outlook—and between them and the
masses there was a wide gulf. In Gandhi, however, these common people
recognized one of themselves, a brother whom they could trust. It was
something new and strange in the life of the Indian people. ‘They had
lived from day to day, with no dignity, no self-respect, no consciousness of
the sacred manhood or womanhood that belonged to them. Then came
Gandhi, and all was changed. An unforgettable passage in Jawaharlal
Nehru's Discovery of India describes the coming of Gandhi :—

“And then Gandhi came. He was like a powerful current of fresh air that made
us stretch ourselves and take deep breaths, like a beam of light that pierced the darkness
and removed the scales from our eyes, like a whirlwind that upset many things but most
of all the working of people’s minds.” (p. 427)

Thus, having  identified himself with the common Indian people,
Gandhi proceeded to rouse them to « consctousness of their power, Fo a
realization of their dignity and worth as human beings. He organized
them round his own personality, and they that were once like a flock of
sheep were like an army now. Everyone was a soldier, every?ne 'under-
stood the will of the commander, everyone looked to the light in his eyes
and asked to be led. He avoided the mistake of ,not giving them
something definite and concrete to do. He gave. them a clear-cut
programme of action, comprising a hundred things big ;m.d small. An'd
in little over a quarter of a century, his work as a national leader is
compldte. While Gandhi is still alive—indeed, in the supreme hour of
his life—victory has been won, his country is free.

Many of you were not born when Gandhi began the struggle for
Indian independence, but I remember the time. Everywhere outside
India Gandhi was a kind of joke. There was no man who dressed the
way he did, and did the things he did, and said the things he said.
Gandhi was making himself and his people ridiculous before the world—
so they said. Just think of it! Here on the one side was the British
Empire—the greatest empire, since the decline and fall of the Roman
Empire, that the world had seen—the world’s greatest navy, and an
incomparable army that always drew victory in the field of battle at the
end if not at the beginning! On the other side, was a people despised by
all the nations of the earth, living in ignorance and poverty and squalor,
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and at their head stood this man, picturesquely described by Winston
Churchill as a “half-naked fakir”! How we laughed whenever his
picture appeared in the movies !

But time has gone on, as time has a way of doing, and look at the
spectacle now ! The British Empire, all in a quarter of a century,
broken-up, disintegrating, vanishing. And on the other side, a free India,
a great mass of people aware that they are free.  And Gandhi never so
powerful before, never so widely revered before !

But there is another aspect to Gandhi’s work as a national leader.
He is the Abraham Lincoln of your country—the emancipator of sixty
million untouchables. 1 believe that history will state that to him, more
than to any other living man, the emancipation of the untouchables is due.
In the first place, he identified himself with those humble lowly beings—
adopting untouchable children into his family, living with untouchables,
introducing them in society. Secondly, he exalted them to a higher
status, socially, politically, economically. He indeed glorified them,
coining for them that noble and beautiful word ‘Harijan’. Thirdly, he
opposed fiercely the idea of their political segregation and fought scparate
electorates with his life.

v

Gandhi is the greatest man that India has produced since Gautama
Buddha and the greatest man the world has seen since Jesus Christ. ‘

On a certain day in 1919, which I believe to be the turning point
of my life, I was in the New York Public Library, reading in the The
Hibbert Journal Prof. Gilbert Murray's article on Conscientious Objectors
in. War-Time, when suddenly I found a name I had not seen bhefore.
I found it difficult to pronounce. I do not know if I pronounce it correctly
even now ! There were two pages on Mahatma Gandhi in South Africa.
As I read on my amazement grew and I went out in a daze. desirous of
only one thing—to find out who this man Gandhi really was. Ihada
suspicion that he was a great and wonderful man. The things he had
already done seemed to rank him with Jesus, the Buddha and St. Francis
of Assisi. I could not find his name in any book of reference, but I got
a few items of information. They fitted together. like the pieces of a
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jig-saw puzzle—and I found him to be incomparable among the sons of
mankind. T soon preached a sermon in New York on the subject Who s
the Greatest Man in the World? After referring to some great men,
I gave the name of Gandhi, the man I believed to be the greatest man in
the world. You should have seen the faces of the congregation! There
was no man or woman in the whole hall who had ever heard that name.
Nobody took me seriously at that moment. And now that little sermon
is remembered as having spoken the truth when no one had yet
recognized it.

\%

How shall I get over to you the greatness of Gandhi’s work as a
world leader ? Long ago when he commenced his career in South Africa,
Gandhi found himself opposing a mighty system armed with weapons of
death and destruction. He wanted to overthrow that order, but his
people had no weapons at all. What, therefore, was he to do? It was
then that he made the greatest discovery of our time.

There are two kinds of power in the world. There is the kind
commonly recognized —physical power, which holds the stars and planets
together, which also destroys. Gandhi found that physical power can be
countered and conquered by the power of the spirit—Love or God or
whatever else you may choose to call it. It was a turning point in his
life when Gandhi understood the reality and potentiality of spiritual
power!as perhaps no man had ever understood it before. And he said to
himself, “I will match the power of empire with the power of the soul.
It may be disastrous in the beginning, but in the end the spirit will win.”
But this principle is hardly a novel principle. What then was the
revolution wrought by Gandhi? The Buddha, Jesus and others dis-
covered and used this principle only in their own single individual lives.
Gandhi socialized the concept. He perfected a mass technique of
employing spiritual power and showed that, not just a single individual,
but a whole nation could be made to use it.

I can see it all as though in a drama. On one side of the stage is
the terrible world of physical or material power, wielding the latest and
deadliest of its weapons, the atom bomb, which can put an end to all life
on this planet. On the other side is the frail and infinitely beautifu]

2
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figure of Mahatma Gandhi, embodying the might of the spirit. It is for
the world to choose between the two. Gandhi has brought to mankind
the secret of its redemption and salvation. The world must either
accept its saviour or prepare to be destroyed.

Dr. B. C. Roy is right.  To the armics, navies and aic forces of the
earth, there is only one answer, and that is the personality and gospel of
Gandhi,

VI

I was in England in 1931 when Gandhi went there to attend the
Round Table Conference.  On the day of his arrival, T went down to
Folkestone to meet the steamer which was bringing him. 1 was waiting,
when a policeman, anxious to be courteous to a stranger, came up to me
and pointed out the landmarks to me. “ You see the white chalk cliffs
there,” he said, pointing north, “‘that is the place where Julius Caesar
landed. Pointing in another direction, he said, * That is where William
the Conqueror landed.” Just then the steamer bringing Gandhi came up
through the fog. 1 said to myself, here is a third conqueror arriving on
the shores of Britain. The first two were clad in mail, had legions at their
back and were prepared to destroy and kill.  Gandhi, on the contrary, has
only a few disciples at his bick.  Yet he is the greatest conqueror of them
all. T believe that the world waits now, as Dritain waited then, for the
visit of that spirit.

FTHE UNION COMMITTEE.

THE JUNIOR UNION COMMITTEE.



On August 15

To the National Flag

We bow to thee, flag of our land!
Unquenched thy fire hath flamed
Through Might’s wild blasts,

And triumphed at last.

Thy saffron is the hallowed memory

Of thy innumerable martyrs

Whose lives laid down to gain us-freedom
We remember and bless.

N Thy white, our spiritual heritage,
‘\ ‘i :*‘Y 'Y Yilgs The purity of saints and sages,

. A Bids us raise our eyes from the dust
And heavenward gaze.

Thy green, our nation’s life new-born,

Shall now break forth in flower and fruit—
Long winter gone, may spring abide

In this dear land.

Thy wheel, which long had moved not,
Revolves now in labour of love,

And, linked to the high stars’ courses,
Speeds Man to God, his goal.

C. M. C.
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Reflections on Indian Independence.

Bliss was 1t in that dawn to be alive,
But to be young was very heaven.

When the gates of the Bastille were broken open, Wordsworth  in
common with not a few of his compatriots was ecstatic with joy. The
October Revolution of 1617 was followed by hilarious rejoicing.” But the
dawn of new India was not greeted with any excessive display of patriotic
fervour.

Indeed, this is a healthy sign, though it needs a little accounting for.
Of course, there was obviously exhilaration in every Indian heart at the
coming of freedom to our land. But the enthusiasm was sober and
subdued. There was no boisterous gaiety, no outburst of frenzied rejoicing.
Why was it that in the hour of our greatest triumph we were unconscious
of its import ?

The answer is not difficult to find. India did not walke up one
morning and find herself a free country. August 15th is not a watershed
dividing the new from the old India, it is the culmination of
of transition from tutelage to independence. It is mere}
beginning of an cra that had commenced long ago.

a long process
y the formal

Besides, the fact that we were legislated into independence, that
our freedom sprang from no armed conflict, has deprived the event of
some of its glamour. The sad events that preceded the Mountbatten plan
and the partition with all that that followed it have dealt 4 grievous, blow
to hopes of a Great India. The aftermath of a great war has left ds too
weak to enjoy the fruits of victory. There has been instilled into uf, as a
result of long servility, a feeling of cynical indifference to our chatns, . We
might almost say we have got used to them. Though the bonds are
broken, our long slumber has not ended. We cannot believe our eyes.
Are we really free at last, we ask.  Isit true that India is independent 7
Can we raise our heads high and look straight into the faces of others,
proud of the fact that we are a free people. Has the era of our agamising
shame really ended ?

To fit ourselves to the role of a free people, we must gladly bear
the responsibilities and make the sacrifices which y
freedom.  We have all along understood freedom in
We have conceived of it as freedom from something,
tion, from fear, from want. But true freedom has 4 positive connotation.
It is freedom of rather than freedom from. It connotes a capacity, an
activity.  No longer should we think in terms of getting rid of this or that.

inevitably go with
A particular sense.
from foreign domina-

9

Let us rather address ourselves to the task of building anew, of achieving
somcthing real. .

There is nothing very significant in the mere absence, as such, of
foreign domination. Native tyranny is almost as bad as alien despotism.
Besides, even the greatest hater of British rule cannot deny the solid
benefits that have flowed from it.  The end of foreign rule is important
only in the possibilities it has opened out to us. Now that we have got
our long-desired and long-delayed freedom, letus malke the best use of it,

But that is no easy matter. Reconciliation of political with
economic freedom—the harmonizing of equality of opportunity with
frecdom of enterprise—is the greatest task we have to face. But let us in
our incurable optimism believe that we can do away with social snobbery
and cconomic exploitation, without spinning with Professor Hayek along
the ‘road to serfdom’. India has travelled only half the way to freedom.

‘She is independent without being free. As long as the mass of her popu-

lation live in poverty, India cannot speak of her vaunted glory. We will
realize the substance of freedom, only when we recognise that the dignity
of an individual requires that he must be given adequate opportunities
of self-expression. Can we do this without upsetting our democratic
way of life? Should we, to become free in one sense, become unfree in

‘another ?

We do not believe in the doctrine sedulously taught that freedom
is intrinsically a contradictory concept, that it is its own negation. The
battle of freedom can be fought and won on all fronts.

This, one might object, is the language of idealism and scarcely

~ that of realism. DBut let us comfort ourselves with the thought that more

thipgs are wrought by idealism than the world dreams of.

a T. V. Madhav, M.A. (Old Stuﬂent)

The Indian Constitution on the Anvil

On the 9th December 1946 there met at New Delhi two hundred
and five elected.representatives of the country, charged with the great task
of evolving a constitution for Free India. Through the trials and
tribulations that followed, the labours of these men have continued,
so that at present the shape of our future political institutions can be
discerned. From the published decisions of the several committees of the
Indian Constituent Assembly, it is possible to sketch the broad features
of our country’s future system of government. : ' o

2
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Fundamental Rights

No great nation since the French Revolution has framed a constitu-
tion without incorporating Fundamental Rights in one form or another.
From the point of view of the state’s responsibility with regard to them,
these rights can be classificd into “justiciable” and ‘non-justiciable’, or
those which can be enforced by Jaw and those which cannot.  Unlike the
Fundamental Rights incorporated in the constitution of the U.S.S.R.and the
German Reich which are not enforceable by law, and more like those in
the Irish constitution, ours arc justiciable. Indecd the Fundamental
Rights adopted by the Constituent Assembly reveal a noble vision of
Free India. When these justiciable Fundamental Rights become the law
of the land, the people will have the first taste of {freedom and will find
that far-reaching changes become necessary in their outlook and scale of
values and mode of behaviour.

The proposed constitution guarantecs cqual rights to cvery citizen
of the Union of Free India.  Equality of opportunity will be given to all
citizens in matters of public employment and in carrying on any business,
trade, occupation or profession. The state will recognise no inequalities
based on sex, caste, race or religion. The horrible institution of
untouchability will no longer mar the fair name of India. The Funda-
mental Rights guarantec the Four Freedoms to every law-abiding citizen.
The framers of the Fundamental Rights have classed the rights relating to
religion as a section by themselves.  Free India is a sccular state and  so
all persons are cqually entitled to the right freely to profess, practise and
propagate their religion. Provision has been made for necessary legis-
lation for social reform.  This is the utmost that any state can do for its
religious communitics.

Minorities.

The assurance given to minorities is unequivocal and ought to serve
as an example to the Pakistan Constituent Assembly. Separate electorates
will give place to joint electorates with reservation of seats for minorities
on a population basis. Minorities in every part of Free India are protected
by law in respect of their language, script and culture, and no laws or
regulations may be enacted which will operate oppressively or pre-
judicially in this respect. They can have their own schools and run them
as they choose, nor will the state discriminate against such schools in the
matter of state aid. And these rights can be enforced by law,

Provincial Constitution.

Normally the Provincial legislature will be unicameral, elected by
the adult population and territorial constituencies, with one seat for every
lakh of voters subject to a minimum of sixty and a maximum of three

11

hundred members. The Executive will consist of a Governor elected on
adult franchise and a Cabinet consisting of a Prime Minister and other
Ministers. The democratic parliamentary system in which the Governqr’s
Ministers are appointed by him on the Prime Minister’s recon}mendatlon
was accepted by the Constituent Assembly, while the Lgagues propos_al
to have the Ministers elected by proportional representation on the Swiss
model was rejected. Any Province that desires to have a Second
Chamber can have it on the Irish model. An Upper House will act as a
revising chamber and will enable the state to have the wise counsel of the
clder statesmen in the country. But the 1935 Act still applies, so far as
the broad features of the Provincial constitution are concerned. The
Governors of the future will wield powers as great as under the 1935 Act,
Provincial Governars will be empowered to assume i_n t.he event .of an
emergency all or any of the powers vested in the Provincial Executive, b_y
proclamation, Thus Section 93 of the Government of India Act, 1935 is
practically re-introduced in the future provincial constitution. This and
other flaws in the provincial constitution must be remedied before the final
constitution is adopted.

Union Constitution.

It is proposed to set up a Sovereign Republic known as India,
consisting of nine Governors’ Provinces, five Chief Commissioners’
Provinces and such of the Indian States as hz;ve joined the 'Umon,
Provision has been made to include new ter.ritorles in the Federation by
an act of the Union Parliament. The Parliament is empowered to create
new units, increase or diminish the area of any unit or alter its boundaries,
The Union Parliament will consist of two houses, the Council of States
corresponding to the U. S. Senate and the House of the People corres-
ponding to the House of Commons. The Counpll of States will consist of
ten members nominated by the President. !t will be a permanent body
not subject to dissolution, with one-third of its membership retiring every
second year. It isa happy idea to make the Upper House of the Union
Legislature a permanent body, for it has been found that permanency in
such an institution makes for continuity of practices and conventions and
introduces a healthy conservatism in the councils of the country. Much
has been said against the House of Lords, but every party shows a notable
hesitation to do anything to lessen its effectiveness as a brake upon hasty
and ill-considered legislation. We may expect the Upper House of the
Union Legislature to attain, in time, a similar stability and a like influence
on the affairs of the nation.

The House of the People will consist of representatives of the people
of the territories of the Federation in the proportion of not less than one
representative for every million of population and not more than one
representative for every 750,000 of the population, Elections to the House
of the People would be on the basis of adult suffrage, and the entire power
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in regard to the purse, legislation, cte.—whatever might be the delaying
power that might reside in the Upper House-—will reside in the House of
the People.  Ordinarily the life of the House of the People will be limited
to four years.  Taken by and large, tae proposals for the clection of the
Union Legislature, hoth Upper and Lower Houses, should give the Union
a fully representative (and if the electors choose wisely, a strong) legislature,

The head of the Indian Union will be known as the Rashtrapati,
who will be elected every five years by an electoral college.  The method
by which the President is to be chosen promises a wide choice of candi-
dates, and should prevent the ascendancy of any cabal in the Central
Legislature. The President will be the Supreme Commander of the
Armed Forces of the Union. He will have the power to exercise the
right of pardon or commute or remit punishment imposed by any court
exercising criminal jurisdiction. He will have the power to promulgate
ordinances under exceptional circumstances when the Legislature is not in
session. He can send a bill back to the Legislature for reconsideration
within six weeks. Every citizen of the Union, who has completed the age
of thirty-five and is qualified for election as a member of the House of
the People, is eligible for election as President. A Vice-President is to be
elected by both Houses of the Union Parliament in joint session by secret
ballot on the basis of proportional representation by single transferable
vote and will be ex-officio President of the Council of States.  Also, if at
any time the officc of the President is vacant, the Vice-President will
occupy it.

According to the Union Constitution Committee Report as accepted
by the Constituent Assembly, the Union Cabinet will be on the British
model.  The Leader of the majority party will be appointed Prime
Minister by the President, and the Council of Ministers will be appointed
by the President on the advice of the Prime Minister. The Council of
Ministers will be collectively responsible to the House of the People.

There is to be a Supreme Court of the Indian Union which will
enjoy exclusive jurisdiction in disputes between the Union and a unit and
between the units themselves, in matters arising from treaties made by the
Union, and in such other matters within the competence of the Union as
the Union Legislature may prescribe; and also for the purpose of enforcing
the Fundamental Rights guaranteed by the Constitution. So far as the
“ British” Indian provinces are concerned, the jurisdiction of the Supreme
Court will be co-extensive with the present jurisdiction of the Privy
Council. The Supreme Court will have jurisdiction to decide upon the
constitutional validity of acts and laws of the Union or any unit thereof.

_ The Constituent Assembly has done great work. Fundament:ltl
Rights and an independent judiciary will establish the rule of Jaw.in this
land. Adult suffrage and a bicameral legislature will provide it with a
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parliamentary apparatus, Responsible Government at the Centre on the
British model and in the Provinces in a slightly modified form will give
India a front-rank place among the democracies of the world. We have:
taken political lessons from Britain; we have perhaps improved upon them.
We want to carry forward the tradition of Democracy, of free and
regulated life within the framework of representative institutions devoted
to peace, of liberty and an independent judiciary, of the development of
human personality as the ultimate end ot co]lective‘life. May we succeed
in embodying this vision in a constitution reared for immortality !

M. Joseph Raj, V Hons. (Politics)

The Wanderings of Ulysses

There is a pleasure in wandering in regions not one's own. What
business had Ulysses in the island of Circe? Couldn’t the old chap have
beat it when he heard the story of the swine, and saved some trouble for
boys at school? But no. He was athirst for new experience. 1 wanted
to pry into other minds and see if Independence had changed the texture
of our thoughts.

The very first fellow I ran into on the 15th August was a cynic
who always wore a wry face,

“ Why the devil can’t T see a smile on your face at least on this
Independence Day? ™ I asked.

“ O Independence!” he said, “If only you knew what you are
talking ~about! What does Independence mean to each of us? Does it
mean oné&.more pie in our pockets or one more morsel in our mouths ? Let
each of us ask himself ‘ What does Independence mean to me?’ and he
won’t have any reason to smile.”

“ Well........ " said I, seeking. an answer (_even Ulysses will scratch
his head, if only you get him in a tight corner like this). *‘Independence
means little to each of us, but it means everything to all of us. 1t means

thinking, my boy. Stand on your own feet, and you will have to think
out how best to avoid the strain on your ankles. ” .

. “Thereis some truth in what you.say,” he Conceded,‘ and s
smilé sat on his lips, because Ulysses had lit the candle of wisdot in his
mind...eeeeeen '

* * * *
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The next cross-section is of a lady’s mind.  “1 thank God,” she
said, raising her eyes to heaven and speaking with a fervour characteristic
of her sex, “ for the unique joy He has given us this day by making us sce
the last of the hated Dritish rule. ”

“It is ungracious,” said I, *“to speak ill of the British just now. Dut
for the Englishman you wouldn’t have got your freedom now, even as but
for the Englishman you wouldn't have lost it.  As for your thanking God,
[ don’t think He ever intended you to talk of Hin.  If you ask your elders
“Who is God 7 they ask you to search for Him, as though leis a coward
always hiding himsell. At hest you can’t know Him and e can't hear
you. “\Why dost thou prate of God ? said Eckhart, ‘whatever thou sayst
of Him is untrue’.”

“Blasphemy even on Independence Day!” she exclaimed, and
that is always the verdict of the orthodox whenever Ulysses talks of
religton.

“Madam ", said I, “never mind about God. We have more
important things to tallk about. You women will be the most fortunate
in 2 Free India. You are our equals now. Hen-pecked husbands are on
the increase. Women will be the only leaders acknowledged by men

hereafter.”

I am sure the lady would have overwhelmed me by advancing some
unanswerable charges, had it not been for tite timely arrival of a friend
who dragged me away. Accidents play a great part in enabling Ulysses
to keep up his reputation.

* ES x ¥

' gaid this friend, “which I may send my truest

“Tell me a motto”, .
friend on Independence Day. He won't like it in English which he
He would like it much

says is a foreign language and makes slaves of us.
in Hindi.” Py

“‘We have nothing at all)’ said I, “against English. What does
it matter to us if we are slaves of English or Hindi?  Both are alien to us.
Let us not then unnecessarily change our chains. Much bunk is talked
nowadays about languages. It doesn’t matter what language you talk, so
long as you talk sense. They say Iinglish is a world language. If so it
may help us tothink in terms of the whole circle instead of a segment. So
write to your friend: Patriotism is not enough. It leaves you in the
middle of a forest without a guide.”

The chap went away in great glee, for Ulysses had made him wise.
» ’ » » »

) The weather was ideal for a walk. So [ pursued a winding road
which led me to the top of a hill. It was a solitary place full of charm.
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I was drinking in the scenery, when I espied an old man coming along the
. o . (=]

lonely road. Mellow wisdom was in his eye, and as he came nearer to me

I was struck by the close resemblance of his face to Oscar Wilde's. ’

”“Sir”, said I, “you seem to have paida heavy tribute to your
years. ,

“Yes,” said he, “the years that whizzed by me! How I wish we
could live our lives over again. When we are young we are taught to
forbid ourselves all pleasures, till we grow old and our soul getg sick
longing for the things we have wilfully denied ourselves. You young men
should not commit the same mistake. Forbid yourself nothing. The
only way of overcoming a desire is to yield to it. Those who brestrau'n
desire, says Blake, do so because their desire is weak enough to be
restrained. Go in search of new things. Drink life to the lees. Whoever
now leads a full life? Wherever we turn, we are slaves to custom and
religion. Terror of God is the basis of our religion, even as terror of
society is the basis of our morals and customs. The need is for a. new
Ulysses who will fight the battles of life, afraid of nothing and overcomin
not merely all physical dangers but all intellectual barriers. But whg
among us has the courage to challenge our traditions and our religion ?
We cast blinkers round our eyes. Qurs is a case of terror-complex ig thé
extreme. So don't allow yourself to be shackled by the so-called ape-old
truths. The Law of Karma is one of them. It is a gtreat error thagt has
enslaved our minds. - All our problems are due to the faét that we don't
reap what we sow and we reap what somebody else has sown. Those
who are born poor and end their lives in misery—fruits of whose actions
are they reaping ? Those who roll in riches they didn’t earn—who sowed
for them ?” :

I just couldn’t speak to him. His words were intellectual dynamite.

4 TH}@ wlziole day’s mental excursion was terrific. The old man’s
words—what daring truths they were, if only we have t
think and face facts. ’ , he courage to

So Ulysses thought, He hurried to his desk. And he wrote .

------- seen

S. V. Krishnan, V Hons, (History)
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He lay on his back on the rough damp floor, looking intently at
the green leaves through the strong iron bars that separated him from the
outside world. How vividly he remembered the day, seven years ago,
when the manager told him that he was dismissed from the factory. Ile
gave no reason, and that was all there was toit.  IHis wife, devoted and
patient, took the news calmly, but his children—those innocent little
things—had to be fed.  How persistently he tramped the streets in search
of a job! But they shut the doors in his face, there were too many bands.
It was the slump, they told him. Let him wait till the next season.
How he wished he could! In the meantime his family starved. He was
growing desperate. And at last, he did a desperate thing. He broke
into a house........... And here he was rotting all these years. He hadn’t
heard from his wife or children, but he had an instinctive feeling that they
were dead. Could they survive, after the prop of their existence had been
removed ?

“No. 61," called a deep familiar voice from the doorway. My
God! The door was open. How absorbed he must have been in his own
thoughts not to hear them openit! “Youare No. 61, aren't you?”
demanded the, voice. “ Yes, Sir”, he said, as he had answered several
times before. It was the Superintendent, Why had he come at_this
time of the day? He had told the warder that the roof was leaking, and
probably he had reported it to the Superintendent. And he must have
come down to rebuke him, to punish him. Was not the man in the next
cell starved for three days for having complained of his food ?

“We have received orders that you are to be released this
evening. So be ready by 6-30". Free! He couldn’t undersjand what
that meant. He was incapable of understanding it. They-had cured

“him of all that years ago. Free! Had his term ended? Certainly not.
Did not the warder say that he had to spend a few more years under the
~same old leaking roof ? Why then was he freed ? O, the Superinten-
dent had disappeared closing the door behind him. Freedom! How
much it meant to him once upon a time! He would have given anything
for it. But now it didn’t matter whether he was free or not. He was
nobody now. He was merely No. 61.

L » X

So at last he was freed. Now he could look dispassionately
at that building which had lodged him for so many years! But the
whole affair was a mystery to him. The warder had told him that he
was being freed in connexion with Independence Day. * What
Independence ?” he had asked, but he was ordered to shut his mouth.

THIS IS OUR LAND/!

By N. Ganapathi, CL, 11,
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What was he to do, now that he was free?  Where could he possibly go?
Well, he would wall where his legs would carry him.

The whole city was  decorated and  gorgeously  illuminated.
Sare, there was something afoot that evening.  And what an unusuzlﬂy
large crowd, as il the whole population had been let loose on the roads!
There were sounds of distant music and merry-making—probably that was
where all these people were hurrying.  He stopped a schoolboy to ask
him what it was adl about. Didn’t he know? It was the Independence
Day. Agamn this Independence!  Whose independence?  1Ilis?  Too
fantastic to think that the whole city was celebrating his independence !.
The whole thing was a puzzle.  Ile wished he was back in the jail.  [7or
one thing he was feeling hungry, and it was about meal time there,

How beautiful those huge marble buildings looked in the flood-
light ! There were quite a number of new ones too.  What a chanve
since he last saw the place!  But why were these people rushing past hi?n
like this? He crept close to a khaddar-capped man and touched his
shoulder. But he did not take any notice. He took courage to raise his
voice—'*Excuse me, what is this unusual bustle about ?””  The man he
addressed turned and looked at him in perfect bewilderment. “ Excuse
me,” said the former No. 61, “I am quite new to this place”. The
other looked more puzzled. “Why,” he broke out at last, “to-day is
August 15, the day of Independence!” “Whose?” asked the felon
greatly discouraged: “You are the most ignorant man I've met in m};
life—" retorted the other, “don’t you know, man, that India has been frecd
to-day from the Butish rule”? “To-day marks the end of our slavery”
he added as an after-thought. So now he knew. The whites had been
driven out at last, as those people used to say at public meetings., Ilow
well he remembered those processions, slogans, flags and specches, and
policemen with lathis. e knew Gandhi, he had seen the old men when
he camec over to his town some years back. Was he stfll alive
he wondered. ’ '

He kept moving till his legs were weary. Stil] the same crowd
the same festivities everywhere! He was really glad that he was free:
that he could losc himself in a mass of humanity. But he would have
enjoyed it more, had he not been so hungry. And the sight of a
confectioner’s stall, brightly illuminated, so close to him only whetted
his appetite. He must have something to eat. Almost unconsciously
he walked into the shop, pulled out stealthily a few cakes from the
beautiful trays, and was off in a second. But he had not advanced a few

yards when he felt the touch of a heavy arm on his shoulder. He was
finished! The red turban made him faint

................
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A couple of hours later he was lying in a corner of the lock-up~
a place very much like the cell he had left earlier in the evening. He
was fecling giddy as a result of the unpleasant contact with the police-
man’s lathi. The words of the khaddar-capped man were still ringing in

’7)

his cars—* To-day marks the end of our slavery !

P. Bhaskaran Uani, 1V B.Sc.

I

Free India and World Peace

So the assemblies of each nation
Will surround thee, seeking right.
( Psalm by Milion—August 14th, 1653.)

The enhanced international status of India has world-wide
significance. Free India has immense opportunitics of promoting the
cause of peace. DBy her example she can save the entire .world. The
way in which she has won her freedo_m, the methogl by which she has
setiled her disputes with her erstwhile masters, is a triumph of the
pacifist technique. The achievement of freedom by India is an object
jesson to the statesmen of the world. India has demonstrated that
disputes among nations and among ideologies can be settled peacefully
without recourse to the bloody arbitrament of brute force.

. Free India is a factor making for world peace in another respect
also. One of the fundamental causes of war is the jealousy of rival
imperialisms. As long as some countries are doml.nated by othgrs, there
will be reason enough for international conﬂ{ct. Colqmahsm is a
perpetual threat to world peace, and if the Umtcd. Nations Security
Council is at all serious about its business, it must strive to destroy this
root o\all international mischief, and if there is one nation .which will
whole-heartedly help to destroy imperialism wherever it is, that is India.
Knowing what it is to be ruled by aliens, to suffer the degr.adation of
political subjection and to endure the agony of economic exploitation, our
country will certainly sympathize with those who suffer similarly. It is
tor this reason that India lent a helping hand to her ancient ‘colony,
Indonesia. She remembers how she conquered Indonesia not by the
strength of arms but by the spell of her culFure. The noblest of Indian
conquerors were not those who added territory to their dominion, but
those who spread the message of peace and goodwill to the corners of the
globe. If we de:serve to have as our national emblem the wheel of
righteousness which the ‘flawless imperial saint,” Asoka, embossed on his
inscriptions, we must stand for those great ideals which he held dear. Not
the least among them was the promotion of harmony among the natjons
of the then known world.
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Our flag docs not merely symbolize the release from the
thraldom of Britain. [t holds out a message of hope to the down-trodden
nations, to Africa, to DPalestine, to Fgypt and to all those unfortunate
countries which are not yet free. The great strength of India, thrown on
the side of justice and peace, is cortain to weigh in the councils of the
world.  Here is a nation which has no low ambitions to further, no vested
interests to protect, no territorics to win and no ‘concessions’ to ask.
India can play a part which few other nations can hope to play—that
of a disinterested friend of international harmony.

Freedom like peace is  indivisible. If a fifth of humanity, so
long subjcct, has attained freedom and if such a large section of mankind
is_thrown on the side of liberty, it will not be long before the rest of the
subject world is emancipated.  Once colonialism is dead, the bitterest

provocation for war will vanish. Such are the possibilities which an
independent India holds out to the cause of peace.

But turning from the possible achievements of the future to the
problems of the present, we find that an amicable solution of the fronticr
problem of India is extremely urgent.  On that hangs not merely India's
own safety but world sccurity itself. India and her neighbours, following
the great example of the two North American countries whose common
frontier is defended, not by sentry-boxes and harbed wire, but by mutual
trust and goodwill, can show to the statesmen, who despair of evolving a
framework of permanent perce, that after all there is a sane method of
solving the thornicst international questions, .

Perhaps the greatest factor which  males for world
inter-racial concord. In no other part of the world do so m
communitics live under a single government as in India.
was subtly promoting disunity among the different elements
population. To-day India is free, and her state
racial "and communal harmony. Her greatest 1
the world his healing message of love and peace, truth and non-violence.
Pandit Nchru  whose outlook  is thoroughly international ought to
succeed  before long in making India an inspiring example to the world

by the realisation in practice of cveryone of the ideals held up by
Mahatma Gandhi.

peace is
any races and
Foreign rule
of the Indian
smen are trying to restore
iving prophet has “offered

T. V. Vasanta, I1I Hons. (Economics)

Independent Interviews

{ ' (> ~ M - M d
Having come to the College much earlier than the time announce
for Flag gzih%tation on the 15th August, I decided to go round the College
in search of familiar faces.

Unfortunately, nobody had come to the College at such an early
hour. I went up the stairs towards the Powell Statue.

“ Hullo! Ramaswami, good morning,” greeted a gruff voice.
“ Oh, Jai Hind,” replied I.

“ How are you celebrating your Independence ?*’

“ By being independent of others at least to-day.”

“ What do you mean by that? Do you mean to say that you
should be left to yourself ?”

‘“ Exactly "

“ No, no, I don’t think it is possible anyway. I am happy that .I
have been able to meet you this morning, but.I am afraid, Ramaswami,
I may be removed from this strategic position in our College, as I am a
foreigner............ "

“ No, Sir, don't you worry about that. You will never be shifted
awa from’ our College, because you are not here as a symbol of Br}tx§h
impg’rialism, but as the first Principal of our College. You served India in

”
your own way.

* * * *

‘?ﬁai Hind, Ramaswami,” cried a lady student who wa's‘comi'n'g' u

' 1 14 .
behind me. I swung round and returned hf’:,r greeting. Well, Miss—,
how are you celebrating your Independence ?

“ Don’t ask me that question again. What do we have to celebrate
M ” '
when you people dominate everywhere....

“ Wait a minute please. What do you mean by domination ?”

“ Well, I mean what I say. This Independence means nothing to
us unless and until we women are socially free and equal to men,”

“Don’t get excited. You must know that your social freedom or
cquality will not be curbed by anyone, if only you come forward and
compete with men.”

x % * ]
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With these few words T hurried away to the Canteen. 1 had
hardly reached the entrance, when a tremendous blow descended on the
small of my back. It sent me reeling, and T concluded that it was all over

with me. Turning round I beheld the Mlibbertieibbet of a classmate
grinning behind me.

“What do you mcan by this ?” T asked in disgust, stepping aside
to avoid further assaults.

“I mean Independence, What! Can’t T pata friend of mine
even to-day? O, forget and {orgive, old chap —what was your trouble
there with that dame 7”7

“ Which dame ?”

“T know, boy! Come on, out with your news.”

“ Nothing, I say. I just grected her.”

“ Then why don’t you greet me ? [ am cqually independent.’

“ This is exactly what she denies.  She says that women are  still
the slaves of men.”

“Why didn’t you ask her to go through the Fundamental Rights

Report of the Constituent Assembly, wherein women are assured equality
with men ?” :

:“ She will say they are all mere paper guarantees ”

“What can we do about that ? It is really a pity, Ramaswami,
that these women do not realise that if they are not the equals of men,
it is because they arc the superiors of men!  Don’t you agree ?”

The clock struck 8-30 as an expression of assent, and we adjourned
to the Fyson Park to salute our national flag. '

o
K. S. Ramaswami, V Hons. (ristory)

Doctor Doom
(A Charming Story )

As 1 hurried along by the High Court Road, round where they
swear by the L.P.Code, the buses buzzed, the liars rushed, and down in
the Court the ushers ushed, lunchers lunched and munched away, and all
the city was happy and gay.

And this was the sight the pavement showed, as I hurried along by
the High Court Road—

e was most beautcously clad. in clothes T onlv wish I had;
1 Madrasi who scemed quite mad.  For in that cheerful legal zone he

stood in misery, all alone, and wrung his hands and made much moan.

There was a period long ago, when [ was proudly calleda Crow;
when [ could button, knot or sew, and kindle campfires in the snow;
roam the country, high and low, and study books of E. A. Poe.

In short, to settle any doubt, thus long ago I was a Scout.

I, keeping to the Boy Scout’s role, accosted the lugubrious soul.
““ Come, tell me now, and tell me true, what is the matter, friend, with
you? An unmelodious neighbour’s song, or just your liver going wrong;-
have you lost the chance for which you long, to view Lamour and/or

sarong; perhaps you've killed a man or two, or is’t income-tax that

bothers you? Come, talk to me, unload your bosom; and though your
troublzs may be gruesome, together we'll contrive to lose 'erm ——-

"Twas not in vain; he wiped his nose, and started telling of his
woes.

“SGir, thank you for your kindly word; yet of my name you must
have heard. For I am Doctor Doom the Great, the Finger of the Hand
of Fate; the Foreteller of Destiny, who seces what no one else can
see; who looks. upon the winking stars, and tells the entire course
of wars. To show the peerless sage that I am, I've medals from
the King of Siam,a trans-Atlantic steamer crew, the Third Head.
Keeper of the Zoo; a ballet-dancer, a Bengal Lancer, and many another
famous man, Sir; a maker of Chippendale chairs, two American
millionaires; men of all callings and professions will (if they have the time
and patience) tell you of my wondrous prescience, "
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He stopped once more in high despair, and made as if to tear his
hair.

“What ails the Universe,” said I, “O Gifted One, that thou
shouldst sigh ? what subtle disasters await a Fingeroof the Hand of Fate ?
Why, O why this misery, O Foreteller of Destiny 2"

* I manufacture charms”, he said, “ blue, black, yellow, green and
red.  They’11 rout your troubles in a trice, and all at a quite unheard-of
price.  If you have trouble in your home, or enemies beyond the foam, if
you suffer from examinations, or similar abominations, if ladies cannot sce
your charms, and fail to leap into your arms, if in your office you are
crossed, or rudely bossed or lightly tossed ; or if you strive with frantic
clutch to grab some Ovaltine or such ; in short, whatever may be wrong,
here’s the remedy quick and strong ; and all to which I've just aliuded is
one eight six (Sales Tax included.)”

I thanked him much for what he said, but told him I had nothing
to dread. “ Friend, I'm well fed, and 'm not wed ; what sorrow should e LATE AR T S AN L BT ML NSO, ML
I have ?” I said, “I've done nothing that I oughtn’t (nothing you could call (Principal - 1920 1025) Principal - 1925—1032)
important). So cut the cackle and tel] me, please, exactly what your
trouble is ; or for evermore hold your peace.”

And so once more in dol'rous wail, he went on with his mournful
tale.

“ A month ago there came to me a stranger with a bulky fee. He
was going to the courts, he said, and sought for success with my aid. The
Judge’s heart he wished to storm with my most extra-special charm., And

thus with special power imbued, the caitiff went to court and sued (Oh, I
thought the man was mad) me for everything 1 had.” '

Then Doctor Doom did wipe his eyes, and spake on once more in
this wise.

“Of victory 1 was quite sure; I knew his case was very poor.,
But my pale blue charm did sway the fates and help him every way; and
early on the opening day he won the heart of Justice Bray. And though
my lawyers all were cheerful, I saw the future grim and fearful, and
wandered round forlorn and tearful, Ere to the court again I came. I
sought a way my foe to tame ; for in my pocket I had swarms of highly- LHE O G o
coloured potent charms. And even as the day went on I looked to see

Ofhcers and N €y )y
deliverance dawn. The resylt ? Oh, Sir, it was nil ; the pale blue charm
was ‘stronger stil],
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*“1 tried my charms upon the jury, but only provoked them to fury.
I tried them too upon the foreman, and found him immediately a sore man.
Counsel resisted my charm, and even the Judge was safe from harm.

“1 tried the yellow charms and blue, the violet ones, the crimson
too; the one that always brings you luck, thce one that leaves eneniies
stucl:; the one that keeps all men in awe, the one that brings success in
law. But I had lost beyond recall what was the first and best of all!
And so, at only half-past three, Sir, the decision came, ‘gainst me, Sir, and
[ was fallen low as Cacsar.”

So saying, in excess of woe, he wept and wobbled to and fro. With
many a sob and sad hiccup, he clutched my coat to hold him up-

Then gently I remarked, “My friend, your charming tale is at an end.,
And thanks to you I am informed how charmers may themselves be
charmed (Whercfore your story shall be psalmed). Bat still, you know
your loud effusions tend to become a painful nuisance; and I shall beneﬁé
the city by silencing your doleful ditty ”.  And having no more words to
atter, I picked and slung him in the gutter, and virtuously went my way,
my good deed over for the day.

(Butoh! if you had heard me curse when later on I sought my
purse, and found that Doctor Doom the Great had fingers cunning in théir
sleight and direr far than those of Fate!)

———
¢

Coffee

( After Ogden Nash)

. Coug ti?r?k ;vfe,ar;e to ask a Madrasi to name the very nicest thing
Might not actually say “ Coffee ”,
But you can bet your cloth ration it wasn't very far down his list
(Or down his thrvoat’either—-if you really insist }—

All of which signifies that what the Madrasi doesn’t know about
coffee isn’t worth speaking of,

Which makes it all the more tragic that nowadays when he feels
like sneaking off '

To imbibe the gracious fluid,
4
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He finds that while it might scem moderately tasteful to an
ancicnt Druid,
The milk has seen hetter days,
And the suzar (if any ) departed by severa) ways,
And the resultant potion, though it might well be cimployed on
surplus mice,
Honestly can't be ealled nice.
But (do you say ) who shall upon him force
The thine il he objects (vide the proverbial horse )?
Then, my friend, you've never gone out a-visiting
Or you'd know you can’t descend ona pal without his soliciting
That you'Il have a cup of coffee;
At which you hope with a nervous laugh he
Won't insist, as you've just had some--
. Not that collee isn’t always welcome :
But sugar is scarce—and though what's enough for one may do for
two, it is easy to sec
What isu't cnough for one is certainly not enough for three :

So that you're doomed to gulp down what Socrates himself might
have shied at-— '

While good taste prevents you from sending it all throush the
window and you emerge with a wry doubt

( While thanking your host for his kind hospitality ) o

f:\s to whether you can contain yourself and remain ina slate !
normality.

And out in the street you try to get rid of the taste of oil of halibut,

And tell yourself very firmly:  Next time I'l] put my foot down
and show I'm not a spineless mutt—

(At which the gods laugh from afar,
Because that's just what you are ),

Anfi you enter the next friend’s house fuming o'er the conventions
and meaning michtily to smite 'em—

And repeat the entite process ad infinitum.

S. Venkatesan, B.Sc. (Hons.) (Old Student)

Alice in Blunderland

The other day [ was privileged to hear one of our good speakers on
“Indian Culture—a Synthesis ”. The point which the speaker repeatedly
emphasized was that India had a genius for absorbing all that was new
and presenting a synthesized culture to the world. Each invader of this
country had brought his own culture, and India had succeeded in assimilat-
ing this and making it her own, so that it was well nigh unrecognizable. I
was impressed by the speaker’s thesis. It occurred to me that what he
had said of foreign cultures was true also of at least one foreign language,

Linglish.

For it cannot be denied that we Indians have taken in English and
talked it into a shape that may well be unrecognizable toan Englishman.
The niceties of idiom, the unique turns and tricks of phrase that characterize
the English language seem to have undergone such violent treatment at
our hands that we can say with pride that we have created a new language
altogether.  Macaulay, [ am sure, must be turning in his grave pretty
often on finding how his language, which he introduced in India to chain
the average Indian to the clerical desk, is manhandled by the same average
Indian.

How many of our graduates query “ Your brother has returied, isn’t
it?” or “ You've read that book, isn't it?” After four years of intensive
study, they sail out of the University, offering the world ‘what all’ they
know. When we go intoa hotel, we insist on ordering for Badam Halwa,
when ordering Badam Halwa would be just as cffective.  How hurriedly
do we dispose a matter off in five minutes, wheu we could have disposed of
it-quite as easily ? Phrases are misused mercilessly in this holy war against
the English language. Take ‘as such’. All that it denotes is ‘in that
capacity’ or ‘as the thing named’. DBut no! Having realised its
potentialities as a synonym of ‘therefore’, we insist on using it as such.
“ I was told it was not a good film. As such I did not go!” or, asa
Physics lecturer of mine used to say, “ The figures in the last column are
equal. Assuch, the law is true”. Again consider ‘so much so’.  This
denotes that what succeeds it is a consequence of the intensity of the
action or the idea in the sentence preceding it. The best test of its correct
usage is to substitute ‘so much was it........ , that’ and see if the sentence
rings correct. But to our Anglophiles, it is yet another synonym of ‘there-
fore.” * They returned quite early from the circus. Somuch so, they
missed the principal item,” is quite common. ’

It is especially when our graduates and under.graduates decide to
be polite that they are most dangerous. To prefix any request with a
‘would you mind’ iseasy enough for them, but the confidence with which
they expect ‘yes' as an answer is pathetic. I remember an instance when
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a friend of mine asked me whether I would mind lending him my umbrella.
My ‘Certainly not’ brought all the colours of the rainbow in quick succes-
sion to his face, and he walked off, muttering  what were, boam sure,
unprintable epithets. It was only when I ran after him and thrust the
umbrella into his hands, explaining that T had agrecd to dend i, that he
was mollified. Even then, T am sure, he was not convinced of my  truth-
fulness!  There are some who carry politeness to the point of asking
sweetly “ Would you please mind........ " How many, again, are extremely
afraid that their friends might “think otherwise * when all they need fear
is being misunderstood.  This mistake, like many others, of course, comes
of thinking otherwise in the vernacular and translating  into Fnglish
when speaking. It bears 4 family resemblance to “What Sar, when [ will
get that book # and ‘You do one thing !” When our graduate omers nod
so vigorously, one can certainly excuse the matriculate who said that

though his father abhorred sceing pictures, there was g reason for his
abortion !

Two sources of such Un-Fnglish?
the fourth estate. [ have he akers, who declined coyvly to
address their audicnce in their mother tongue owing (o their abi]
express themselves better in Eonglish, thunder @ ¢ Supposing if
given our freedom, supposing if the British areso obstinate,
the consequences of their own obstinacy.
agree to our terms, they have to perish Thousands cheer this ¢ffort of
clojuence, and cveryone ig ready with praise for the speaker’s fervent
enthusiasm for the cause of the country. — Alas that our hatred of Fongtish-
men should have led us to practse such wanton crueltics on their
tool  The press, especially the hurriod output of feverish
another criminal, Generally, of course,
solecisms and bad idiom. DBat there are elaring exceptions. 1t ig neeessary
only to turn the pages of many of our n

ationalist weeklics to understand
how much a language can be mutilated by half-know]cdgc.

are the political platform and
ard many spe
ity to
we are not
they shall reap
Since beeause they would not

language
patriotism, is
the Indian press is guiltless of

Few among us realise that the opening ‘it is time’

must always
be followed by the past tense,

: Invari:xb}y do we say, ‘It is time that he
does this or that......." Many people insist on telling us thit so and so

‘pulled their legs’ and arc astonished at the langhter which the contem-
plation of the conscquences of such an act provokes in us.  Instances can
be multiplied. I can refer to the officer who referred to the matter ‘about
which 1 wrote to you about’ Then there was the irate official whose im-
patient request that a mass of papers relating to various matters be sent to
him got the bland reply from the clerk that he would send the papers
‘separate separately’! What is this sort of thing duc to ? We point with
pride to the tributes paid by Lnglishmen to the mastery of English which
many of our public men display. But the sad fact is that while we have
produced Sastris, Radhakrishnans and Nehrus, the average Indian has
talked English into a language of his own, Absolute indifference to, and
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conscquent ignorance of, grammar, idiom and usage at school, where there
are no terrors cqual to those the grammar class holds, cannot be produc-
tive of a sound knowledge of the l:mgur'tgc. Apart frorp this, the wa%l vl;'e
are taucht English at school is certainly not C{mduc;ve to ]oYe of the
];nwuag"c as such.  When we come to college, our incursions fare }:ll into
the fields of literature where we are happy in our ignorance o :'1]1 the ptetty
pedestrian rules of grammar. And in the case of most, lltercilturtz1 stops
with penny dreadfuls and shilling shockers.. I am myselfanar ent devotee

f the detective story, but it has to be admitted that few detective stories
Ore literature. What people do not realise is t.haF slanguage is not
:11 nguage. ' Thanks awfully’, ‘blast it" and ‘topping’ do not alone make
}Sn,?u;f, " Few students realise this. How then can they be exll))gczttgd to
refor to  such standard books as The Oxford Englcs{z ic zo_nary
which made even Andrew Lang remar_k that he.could neither zlvrlteAc}
sentence nor utter a word without fcnrmg a lap§e into Blundgrlan . dh"
far as the student is concerned, he is content to make himself understo}c])
and idiom can go to the wall. /'\nsl then there; is the other extreme, that
of the Bombastics. Their motto is .vacr say in one word what ylouéI can
possibly say in ten.”  They delight in incorrect Johnsonese and’loo 14 o\\in
upon words of less than four syllables and sentences of modemtef lengél.
One could excuse them if their use of fine words was a fine use of wor z
But no.  Their English is just a jumble of words of ‘learned length an
thundering sound’ incorrectly and indiscreetly used.

Whatever may be the official decision about the status .of Eng]i?h
in a free India, there are bound to be many people who Wog}d like tg) rs]t”u]cv
FEnelish as the most important languagein the world. I.magmaufm o.bft]\'c,s,
as the immortal P. G, Wodehouse would put it, to think of. ?ul specialists
in Bad English teaching them. Should we not prevent that from happen-

ing? When we study a language, let us study it well and speak it well.

It is not enough toaim at being understood.  Let us not refuse, in the
exuberance of our newly-gained sense of liberty, to be hampered by the
restrictions of English grammar and idiom.

K. V. Ramanathan, V Hons. (Chemistry)

Meera

When they first named her Meera, could they ever have thought
that she would be mine some day ?

Oh, I am the saddest man in the world to-day. I have Jost Meera
for ever, The hopes and joys of life are no longqr for me. 1 remen?ber
those care-free days when I was a bachelor. Neither the village maiden
with ber artless glance nor the giggling girl about town held any charm

for me. But I revelled in the glories of Magadha or the ruins of Mohenjo-
Daro, if you see what I mean.
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And then it happened on a  Friday. Iridays, T suppose, are
associated with decisive incidents in the carcers of other great men too,
I was walking alone.  In other words, alone I was walking, It was a
golden evening. 1 found myself stepping, in obedience to a fateful
impulse, into Sappat Ram’s, 3/47 Bommappa Naicken Street, to he exact,
It was then, and there, that I met Meera for the first time.  She was
standing in a corner surrounded by a group of friends.  Oh, what may |
say of her? How can 1 describe her to you? The hair of your
neighbour’s wife may fall in beautiful tresses to her waist—and your wife's
hair, if I may say so, may fall to the floor when she unlooses it. But how
beautiful Meera looked when she held high her head of hair, so dark and
so silken! That lecan and lovely frame, those tender  limbs,  that
refined elegance, that graceful simplicity -1t was Mecra, the perfection
of beauty! The poetry of ages flowed across the deserts of my  heart,
The even surface of my emotional heing suddenly  broke into ripples.
[ looked at Mecera, One meaningful glance, one message of  love,
Those were the most exciting moments in my cventful life, and T can't
recall what exactly happened. The next thing I remember is that she and
I were walking home, arm inarm. You need not ask me how all this
could have happened so suddenly and quickly, Well, marriages, they
say, are made in hcaven. I did not carc to cnquire even about her
parentage or caste. Meera—the name was enough for me, the name
which wafts forth the breath of a tender song.

My servant, the only occupant of my house besides mysclf, is a
clever boy, inspite of his family traditions.  When he saw us both in the
portico, he quickly diagnosed the situation, looked at me slyly and smiled
at her gaily, and took her into the inner apartments.  Sensible conduct
saves you a lot of embarrassment.  Without a suspicious look or a cutting

§ema§k or a cold formality of introduction, Mcera became my  companion
or lite,

Meera and I almost lived one life. She became the wind to my
sails and all that rot, as Wodehouse may putit. We were constant
companions.  Out in the ficlds, along the streets or high up on the hills,
in pouring rain or warm sunshine, she would accompany me, hanging on
my arm. Presence of mind, you know, has never been my virtue. On
the day when our neighbour’s dog shamelessly charged at me without
giving notice, it was Meera who curbed it. The scenc is still fresh in my
memory, of bold beauty bidding defiance to angry beast. That is just
like Meera, so attached to her lord, so cool ina crisiss And so sensible
too—when I was in the study she would not disturb me at all but occupy
a corner and gently watch me work.

She loved flowers to a fault; we would sit until fal] of dusk on the
cement benches - in the public parks, and then in the gathering  darkness
she would take them home in dcfiance of the watchman. And dis-
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approving of it, I would say to myself: “ What lovely secrets does not a
girl’s heart possess !

Oh, how many cvents of this kind are revived in iy memory !
( You have begun to yawn. The experiences I treasure in my mind were
never meant to intcrest you). Scrvice to me was her ideal, and she
minded neither time nor place nor weather. She literally grew grey in
scrvice, her charm began to fade, her tender frame lost its litheness and
shapeliness, and her limbs got out of control.  To crown the misfortune,
she accidentally breke her leg one day, though the clever surgery of the
local cxpert sct it right.  For all this suffering, she used to come out
with me for an occasional walk-

At last I made up my mind and softly spoke to her:  “ Dear, it is
high ‘time you began minding your health. Your life is more valuable to
me—" herc she was about to weep—“ do as I say. Women past their
youth dress themselves in white to look younger. T wish to see you clad
in white hercafter.  Very rarely may we go out together, the changing
weather has affected you so much. In the evenings I may read out to you
the outpourings of Tagore’s soul until the stars begin to peep out of
Heaven's windows or I feel as drowsy as a punkah-puller in a mofussil
Government College........ "

Thus passed some days, myself reading out the songs and she
silently listening. But I knew that her mind occasionally wandered to
the sunny vales of her early life........ Poor Meera !

But alas, last Friday she was nowhere to be seen. Frantic
scarches in every quarter have ended in frustrated hope. Meera, O
darling, has everything come to this? Is my heart to wear itself out in
cternal gloom ? Have you suddenly disappeared into the unknown in the
same casual manner in which you had emerged from the unknown into
my life?

Or why must I weep? The chemical analyst tells me that tears do
not contain any valuable ingredient. Perhaps some fellow is using my
Meera as his umbrella. The devil take him ! I must make up my mind
and buy a new umbrella, this time not at Sappat Ram’s but at Poppat
Rahim’s. .

P. K. K, Menon



Novel-Writing—A Prospectus

Our age is essentially an age of novelists.  Inrecent years there has
been a stupendous crop of popular novels.  Of great poctry we have little
much less of drama; but this deficiency is more than made up by an
enormous increasce in the output of novels.  The novels of the day are
staguering in their varicty and range, and deal with persons and things
that Shakespeare would not have dreamt of cven in the sp.rin;;-timc of his
creative power.  Of course, critics and sclf-constituted pundits of literature
will dismiss them as “ woolly stuff” or “low in ta.stc”. But the verdict
of the people is in their favour, and all clse is nothing.

Yes, the novel has a tremendous vogue to-day. The amount of
money you make by writing a story can exceed your \vil.(lc.st dreams-~if
your novel happens to hit the popular fancy.  You will, like Byron, wake
up one morning and find yourself famous; you will be grected by the
press and the public with a chorus of praise; you will be talked about
everywhere and stared at wherever you go. You will become the acknow-
ledged legislator of a new literary world. (Or it is just possible that your
novels will lic moth-eaten in the shelves of the book-seller waiting for a
more patient and responsive generation |)

But the latter possibility need not chill your enthusiasm. For
to-lay everyone is a novelist—potentially.  You laugh. But try once,
and you will see I am right.  Bcfore, however, you proceed to invoke the
Muse and put pen to paper, you have to make a crucial choice. To be or
not to be a classic—that is the question; whether it is nobler to write
- about the great eternal verities and conflicts, or to cater for the appetite of
a public jaded by excess of sensation and thrill.  Whatever be your
natural and acquired preferences, whatever be the nature of your internal
conflict and the decision you reach at the end of your soliloquy, -1 would
caution you against havine anything to dowith classics. Take it from me,
the days of classics are gone. The ponderous ‘Paradise Lost’ is to-day
merely a monument of industry, whatever our canting academicians may
say of it. In our crowded lives these days hundreds of paradises are lost
and gained every day, and it is poor fun reading about that of our original
parents. Moreover, to be a classic you have to be dead. It is better to be
alive and a popular writer. The vague assurance of a posthumous glory,
however alluring it may be to an inspired dreamer, cannot provide you
with bread and butter,

Having decided to be on the side of the ‘populars’ you will now
have to master the technique of the novel. The technique is simple enough,
Here are no massive Aristotelian canons bafflingly ranged against you,
The plot of the novel need not be elaborate or complicated ; but it must
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grip. It shoul(l abound in crimes am! confessions, hair-raising murders and
breath-taking escapes, and above all in mystery and romance. The more
a story mystilics, the more successful it will be. The most successful
novel is that which leaves it to the rcader to untie the knot as best he
can.

A lot, of course, depends on characterization and psychology. The
characters must be drawn from life and yet should not conform to any
recognizable type in actual life. They must move in an idealized universe
where there is no place for penal codes and policemen and men can freely
indulge their latest eccentricities. The reason is this. Your readers, most
of them, lead repressed lives for fear of the prison and the policeman’s
baton, aid it will be a capital thing for them to find, at least in the world
of make-believe, people living a life fuller, freer and more in accord with
their real personalities........

There, my dear reader, you have a prospectus of novel-writing as a
career. [ shall be gratified if this brief note succeeds in directing your
attention to an enterprise which demands so little initial investmenbt and
yields such incredibly rich dividends, a great reputation and status, and
what is more important, a place in the society of contemporary 1mmortals,

K. R, Narayanaswami, V Hons. (English)

Covering‘ ,.College

A hectic two terms. Here's to hoping the pressure of events will
ease up by January; or examiners all over the Province are in for a mighty
headache—not to speak of the poor examinees. Tutoria] institutes expect
an unprecedented volume of business ahead. One bright October mornin
every»membe'r of the 4th B. Sc. Maths. found an exciting-looking bugft’"
envelope waiting for him—from a tutorial institute, offering free consola-
tion a_nd guaranteed passes in September 1948 on easy terms. A most
touching gesture which, I grieve to say, was hardly appreciated by th
recipients. e

* o * * *

Many a Presidencian, past and present—and quite a few of th
future—heard with dismay of the Government’s plans to shift the Int ;
mediate classes of the'College from the present building.  Quite apart f o
sentiment—one couldn’t expect governments to consider, or Gvechco unfi%m
stand, that—there are many good practical arguments against shift: r-
Intermediate classes to Mount Road, ttting our

5
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Members of the U.O. T. C. are specially concerned, because such
a proposal would mean the end of “C” Company which has nearly two
thirds of its strength drawn from the Intermediate classes. Few outside the
Corps can fully appreciate the significance of this, but to every member of
“ C" Company it means that the oldest contingent in the Battalion is to be
reduccd from a full company of a hundred and fifty seven in three platoons
to a miserable little platoon of about fifty, and so soon after the celebration
of its Silver Jubilee.

Let’s think of something pleasant.

¥ * * »

August 15th. * Memorable’ is a word so overworked that it is wholly
inadequate to describe the overwhelming recollections of this great day.

The first national flag to fly over the College was unfurled on the
midnight of the 14th-15th on the Geology Department. We were 2a
small handful at Coilege that night, who took the salute with millions all
over India. [t was a great pity that the Dome was not flood-lit. A
person I knew once said the Dome at night looked like a Pixie—it does, if
you look at it facing one of the clock faces squarely. 1'm glad the person
didn’t see the old Pixie that night, he looked so pathetically unhappy and
lopsided, with a single huge 2000 watt lamp on one ear.

There was the official flag-hoisting in the morning. Someone
remarked that it was the most disciplined student gathering he had ever
been in. The guard of honour was impressive, to say the least—in spite
of pessimistic prophecics made after the rehearsal the previous day.
(Incidentally, the U.O. T. C. distinguished itself at the march past on
the Island Grounds later in the day.) “

The fun, however, really began after the ceremony. The sense of
frecedom—or as the Americans would say, “ that free feeling "—was intoxi-
cating.  We did two things we had always wanted to do—we slid down
the banisters of the central staircase, and we ran wild over the terrace
while Sergeant Dumphey with a visible effort looked away at the sea,
and pretended not to notice.  Someone stuck a forage cap on King Edward
and 2 tricolour over his medals and decorations. He took it like the
good sport he was............

Oh yes, there was good humour in plenty. It was easy to forget
that to millions it meant practically nothing=—that to millions more, it was
to mean the loss of their homes, the slaughter of their children, the dishon-
our of their wives and sisters and daughters. It was easy to think of
Wordsworth who wrote :(—

“ Bliss was it in that dawh to be alive,
But to be young was vety heaven, "
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And only the cynic and the pessimist re
: membered th i
untypical Wordsworth who wrote : — fhe mvage, bitter

“— We hear
Of towns in flames, fields ravaged, young and old
Driven out in troops to want and nakedness,
Then grasp our swords and rush upon a cure
That flatters us because it asks not thought;
The deeper malady is better hid —
The world is poisoned at the heart.”

And neither on the landing of the central staircase, nor on the terrace—

nor for that matter in Fyson park, nor in any other corner of Presidenc

College—would a cynic have been tolerated on that 15th of August d
o .

* *
* *

_ The nqmbgr of innovations in College this year reflect the spirit of
the times we live in.  The first of them was the College Parliament. A
fairly successful venture, in spite of the misdirccted enthusiasm of some of
the members. If only some people took the Parliament more serio:fq?
and some others took themselves less seriously, it would become a valuaf)lz
educative enterprise instead of a rather novel method of putt;n« ov
debate. & overa

* * "2 *

. The Intermediates have been given a Union of their own The
necessity for this step has otten been questioned, but no one will den that
the results are encouraging.  The elections were conducted in a Surpri}s’in i
disciplined manner, giy

.. * * * %

Late last term, the Principal met Capt. Balioa T
N. C. O's of the Company and with the ;Iljssistange gfnth}ru.e IS)le%r
Subramantan, drew up a scheme of training for the Intermediate stucie (s
not in the Corgs, by which they were to receive instruction in drill from '?hs
senior N. C. O's of the Company. Training began early thisterm Wj 'J?
it is too early to say how far the idea can be worked, there is every o o
to suppose that it will be a striking success. The pioneering theseyN r&aso’n
are doing will be of immense value, if compulsory mifitar ®training -O’s
troduced in the University. Y traimng s in-

* *
*
*

One‘interesting feature of extra-—curri iviti

; > cular activities thj i
A I. R’s fqrtmghtly quiz programme. We have sent a tearr? lesveyeafr .
night ever since 1ts inception and have come off with a disgracefullryl o
number of wins—more, I believe, than any other college A Y large

* % x N
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In the field of spon, the Collese has bl

: aremarkably good record
as the Captaing’ reports vwill show. - © ’

Talking about sport, there was (hat nios
l)qnc:m Mateh with _1’517§§}17<’<’{‘577£ College. ODespite the provocation oficroedd
it is rather sad to think we viokated a hundred year-old tadition of eood
humour so Jightly. It has often been said of us thay 48 0 ;mdy were he
least patriotic to our College.  The truth is that the avernge Presidencian
has a disconcerting sense of proportion about that sort of ;mu;i(.{i’%n‘ ‘ln‘ul
is at all times seluctant to be led by the nose by anagitator—thone h wlhc;;
Presidencians do act together, they go much Gicther than others ;?7)11 15}8}{
are generally in the right when they de Opinign in }‘mﬁidcn‘cy i not
“organized” in that scnse, and 3 ‘ ;

A . ¢t us hope nobody will ever succeed in
doing it again. ' :

tunfortunate meident at the

% # *
Firally, a word about The Presidencian, There was a4 grou
in the Common Room discussing it over their cups of eoflee the m‘hciﬁ da P
It was a typical Common Room group—a ceuple of Spsrtsmén a 1(,;1}::
haired inteffectual, a gentieman cadet of the UOT.C g P(ﬂitic‘x{ Ie'i({é:r
and a particularly vacifercus specimen of the genus Inte’rzlukliatc L Sg;brts:

man namber one said that it was bis frank opinion that the whole idea
. -~ £
was sitly.  Sportsman two agreed. : :

*,

“ Who reads the stuff anyway ?” he demanded,

. “U'm dashed if I know,” said the Army. They onght to be shat
the jobnnies who get the thing up—a blessed waste of time, if you ask me.’;
“ Ah,” said the Imtermediate brightly, pointiﬁg out the E}-M in the
argument, “ But no one did”. Immediate : .

‘ aud violent supprecc
the Intermediate by his elders and betters, preston

The Intellectual expressed his fear regarding the sanitv of the
editors—they were either mad, he said, or had no literary tas'te};) worth
mentioning.  la no other way could he explain the failare of his re cated
and determined efforts to get his essay on the Post-Joyce Novelis t;; atd
the magazine.

At which point it was discovered that the Intermediate had madc
off with the Army’s cup of coffee, and the meeting broke up :in co;xfusion

Which gives one a fair idea of the attitude towards the magazine
In fact the only persons at all interested, apart from the edi'tor;‘ were
the members of the College teams who had photographed ors, wer
and demanded to see the photographs in > pae aoves

_ ' : the magazine. We are

grateful for their co-operation. Using up the art p{.\pc? quota, therefore

presented  no  problem. After the enthusiastic fesponsé to the

call for contributions to the proposed Independence issue, the muse
?
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concerned walked out of our budding men-and especially women-of-
letters. It was with great regret that we dropped this special number.
[However, the best articles contributed for publication in it have been
printed in the first section of this issue. One feature of this year's
Presidencian, which we hope will become permanent, is the Tamil section.
Apart from this ‘ linguistic development,’ we venture to hope that this
number is better than its predecessors and that the direction and rate of
progress will be maintained. In this behalf we earnest.]y appeal to all:
the students and staff of the College to help us with criticisms and sugges- -
tions—and of course contributions.

P. G. A,

Two Recent Books
THE JUDGE'S STORY (By Charles Morgan.)

In all his novels, we find Mr. Morgan intensely preoccupied with
the more enduring, with the eternal and ideal values of life. Fiction in his
hands is a mere vehicle for the discovery of the true essence of personality
and the meaning and significance of life. *Who am 1?7’ would appear to
be with him not merely the most fundamental but almost the only question
worth answering. That question arises in this novel as well, and domin-
ates the story.

" He is concerned to present in The Judge's Story a simple
moral conflict, the most ancient one, between good and evil. On the one
side we have a retired judge, his foster-daughter and her husband. On
the other side we have a creature of somewhat Miltonic proportions, a
charthing, fascinating incarnation of Evil, Severidge by name. His
incursion into the first circle and the aftermath form the substance of the
novel as a novel. Severidge has charm, vivacity and insight into men.
He domimates the circle he moves into. The judge is a lovable, conven--
tional type, full of a ripe classical culture and ‘devoted to ideals. He is
fascinated by the problem of the nature of personality. It does not jerk
him cut of his normal relations, however. He is moved by a passionatée
devotion to ancient Greece and is ripening himself for the task of giving 'to
the world “ The Athenian’ which is to be an estimate of the values of
the ancient world. He is also deeply concerned to promote the happiness
of young Vivien, his foster-daughter. Vivien is herself a typical modern
young woman, torn between a vitalist desire to know life in all its enchant-

ing variety and the conviction that in the harmony of married life woman
and man fulfil themselves. .

The crisis of the story arises out of t
his wealth and comforts to keep a most fant
been trapped by Severidge. He does t

he Judge's heroic sacrifice of
astic wager into which he has
his to save ‘dear Vivien’. He
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would appear to find in this sclf-wrought privation and poverty a vale of
soul-making and self-discovery. e has perhaps paid a high price for it,
but he has saved his soul. The rest of his life 1s occupicd with cherishing
this dear-bought spiritual integrity.

The characters seem Jess to *be  working out their lives in
accordance with their past Karma than to be seeking, in their several ways,
to help Morgan to reassert that knowledge of the selt is the supreme,
the sufficient knowledge. This probably makes The Judge's Story less
of a novel. It is ever tending to be a play, for it is a succession of intense
moments dramatically conccived and portrayed.

PARADISE LOST AND THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY READ-
ER (By B. Rajan)

Dr. Rajan is principally concerned in this brilliant book to set
Paradise Lost back in its seventeenth century context so that the
reader of to-day may thereby the better understand the basic design ot
the poem and the ideas implicit therein. '

In the introductory chapter Dr. Rajan surveys the whole field of
recent Miltonic scholarship and criticism, making a brilliant assessment
of the contribution made by several scholars to the evaluation of the
meaning of Paradise Lost. He then goes on to discuss the relation
between the ‘argument’ of Paradise Los! and that of Milton’s prosc
pamphlet, the De Doctrina Christiana, and points out how, fundament-
ally, the two arcin harmony, despite an apparent conflict in regard to
dogma. '

The central part of the bookis a study of the poem in relation
to the seventeenth century mind and the ruling ideas of that age in the
matter of society and religion, its firm faith in hierarchy and harmony,
and its notions of sin and transgression. In the course of his development
of this theme, Dr. Rajan defends Books XIand XII, and shows by
defining their purpose and meaning afresh that their relation to the
structure of Paradise Lost is organic and perfectly in accord with the
general scheme of the poem. To some modern readers, at any rate,
the final chapters on the problem of Satan and Milton’s style will be the
most fascinating, both as argument and as writing. In the former, he
points out how entirely in harmony with Milton’s scheme is the Satan
of Paradise Lost, neither hero, nor foolbut Satan, the enemy of Good,
the antagonist of God and the cause of man's fall. In the latter,

Dr. Rajan points out the manner in which Milton resolved the difficulties
of an epic style, '

Paradise Lost is doubtless what Milton desired it should be,
something we would not willingly let die. But we must understand
the seventeenth century to understand it fully. Dr. Rajan has succeeded
admirably in providing us with a2 conspectus of the intellectual and
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spiritual background of the century which saw the poem written and
was indeed the first to admire, nay even to adore and revere, it as fit to be
placed alongside of Holy Scripture. The chief of modern Miltonoclasts
has recanted recently in his DBritish Academy lecture, and recanted
pretty completely. Modern revaluation sets not a lower but a newer
and a higher value on Milton and in particular on Paradise Lost.

Dr. Rajan's book isa most scholarly and significant reassessment
of Milton and deserves to take its place alongside of Saurat’s and Lewis’s

books on Milton. N
S. R.

From Qur Captains.
TENNIS

We kept our flag flying high this year also. M. V. G. Appa Rao
and C. G. Paul, helped by Ranganadhan, won the Inter-Collegiate League
title for the College for the second year in succession.

. M. V.G. Appa Rao won the Stanley Cup for the second year in
succession, - and Paul annexed the Erskine Cup for the third - year in
succession. The Stanley Cup final turned out to be an entirely domestic
affair, Appa Rao beating Paul in an exciting five-set match.

. The Inter-Collegiate Knock-out Tournament looked like becoming
another domestic aifair, but M. S. Appa Rao of Law College, returning
to briiliant form, beat Ranganadhan and M. V. G. Appa Rao in the
semi-final and final respectively in well-contested matches. We thus
could not regain the singles title which we lost last year. Paul and Appa
Rao, however, annexed the doubles title with ease. Incidentally, it is for
the third year running that Paul wins the title.

Among the junior players of the College, Raghavan, Shunmuga-
sundaram and Narasimhan show abundant promise. Vanamamalaj is
another enthusiastic youngster with a future, :

CRICKET V. Ranganadhan,

We won 10 out of the 11 League matches we played during the
season, as also two of the three Knock-out matches and 8 of the 12
practice matches. Ours is a formidable team on paper; but for want of
sufficient co-ordination, we lost two crucial matches, both to Engineerin
College—the final of the Knock-out T'ournament and the deciding matcﬁ
of the League Tournament. Venkataraman carried the team on hi
shou.lders.‘ Suryana.raya_n‘an, Bhaskaran and Doraiswamy gave hirj
consistent support in piling up runs. The backbone of our attack was
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Ebrahim. Vasudevan pegged consistent length in every match.  Ganesan
was responsible for breaking many partnerships and sceuring a plentiful
crop of wickets during the year. Raghuram was another great asset to
+our bowling.

‘ Most of our players received the benefit of the Madras Cricket
4 .. y . R N
Association’s scheme of coaching by A. F. Wensley at B, S. Nets.

‘ Four players from the College won University colours Ganesan

- . . : . san,
Ebrahim, Bhaskaran and Suryanarayanan. Gancesan has also been sclected
for the Provincial Eleven.

S. Venkataraman.
HOCKEY

This year's Hockey team is one of the most hard-workine and
well-balanced teams the College has produced. Three of our I:Iayors
were selected to play for the University. Of the 9 Leaguc matches so far
played, we won 7, in each case by a large margin.

. OUR BASKET-BALL TEAM
Here is our Hockey Who's Who for the year:— ! E
1. Doraiswami: a veteran goal-keeper,

2. D'Silva: an extremely dependable back, useful when' hard
hitting is required. _ o -
3. Lakshmipathy: a promising left back.
Kanakaraj: a cool and steady left half.

5. Viswanathan: the Captain. Plays centre half.

. Has bee
selected to play for the University. een

6. Hussain: the University Hockey Captain,

: Plays for the -
Province also.
7. Satyanarayanan: a fast and clever left extreme.

8. Venkataraman: will become a good forward if he

I
regularly. plays

9. Padmanabhan. a dashing centre-forward. A dane

goalie. Selected to play for the University, anger to any
10. Manickachella: a clever inside right with fine stick work.
11. Ambrose: an unselfish right extreme who combines well.

12. Essa: a slow but dangerous forward. [ wish he is more
punctual.

13. Jayaraman: a hard-working half.

OUR VOLLEY-BALL TEAM

b. R, Viswanathan,
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FOOTBALL

Football made a very hopeful start with promising players like
Ramaswami, Radhakrishnan and Balakrishnan in the team. The actual
record, however, turned out to be disappointing. We found that we had
to be changing players almost for every match. We nevertheless were
responsible for a few surprises in the League matches. Out of the 9 we
played, we won 5, lost 3 and drew one —but every time we won we won
convincingly. Unfortunately we could not retain the Wilson Cup which
we won last year after a long interval of 40 years. Let us hope that it
will not take us another 40 years to regain it!. We lost in the semi-finals
to Stanley Medical College.  We shall comfort ourselves with the thought
that we lost only to the League Champions.

A word or two about some of our players. Balakrishnan, our
invaluable left back, fractured his right foot in the match against Madras
Christian College quite early in the season, and we had to do without his
services ever since. Our right-inner, Radhakrishnan, will become a great
player, if he learns to stick to the ball long enough. ~As for Ramaswami,
he did splendid work between the posts every time he played. One
wishes he does not take things so easy.

Finally, we congratulate Theodore Samuel on his being chosen
Captain of the University team.

S. Palanibelu.

i

From Qur Secretaries.

THE COLLEGE UNION.

Mr. S. Palanivelu was elected Secretary on 1671947, The inangural
address wag delivered by Fr. jerome D'Souza, Principal of Loyola College, on

6-8.-1947. He spoke on ‘ To-morcow in India.” The Union collected Rs. 83 for
the Tuberculosis Fund on 1—8_.1947,

It was decided in August to conduct a College Parliament
of the Union. A sub.committee, formed with Prof. T. B,
decided that one of the Union debates in the term should be on parliamentary lines,
and also drafted rules of procedure. The pariamentary debate for the first term
was held on 3~9—1947 with Mr. S. Ramakrishnan as the Speaker. Mr. M. Joseph
Raj’s motion that ‘the government do take immediate steps to withdraw its represen-
tatives from the UNO and resign its membership of the said otganization and its
subordinate agencies’ was opposed by Mr. S. Palanivelu. The motion was Jost.

A reception was accorded to the new graduates of the College on 7101947,
The Union sent two representatives for the Sir C. V. Raman Challenge Cup debate
held in Novembgr ?5 Ifiangelllore by fthe Y.M.C.A. On 7—11_1947 the motion that
‘ the Congress should dissolve itself’ ( moved by Mr, Dwarakadas and '

Mr. Selvaraj) was lost after an interesting debate, Hadas and opposed by

6

under the auspices
Nayar as the chairman,



42

According to a resolution passed by the College Union Committee that there
hould be only two elections to the Secretaryship during the year, mt:;tend' of the
Sl;s?]l;l three, the second election was held on 14.11__1947,  Miss S. Adinarain was
declared elected.

The parliamentary debate for the second term was held on 3 121947 with,
Mr. S. Palanivelu as the Speaker. A resolution that ‘the two-nation theory s
rui.nous to India and that an organization be set up to explore wavs and means for
the re-unification of divided India’ was moved by Mr. R. Venngopal Reddy and
opposed by Mr. R. Parthasarathy,

Sooriya Adingrassn.

THIL JUNIOR UNION

The long-felt need for a separate anion for the
at last met this year when the Junior Union was  tor
Secretary were elected on 7_.11—1947. The maugural
23--11.-1947 by Mrs. Mona Hensman, with Mr
chair. Mrs, Hensman spoke on * The Relationshi
2—12..1947 the proposition that ‘it is desirable t
of instruction in University classes for all

Intermeaiate students was
ned. The President and
address was delivered on
. T. Srinivasulu, President, in the
p between India and China.’ On
o continue English as the medinmn
subjects” was debated and voted dow,,

B. Akbar Pusha.
THE ENGLISH HONOURS ASSOCIATION

Mr. Stanley R. Chartrand of the American Consulate inaugurated the work
of the Association for the year on 7—8__1947 with a talk on American Literature.
On 19..8.-1947 Mrs. Marcella Hardy, B.a. (Hons.) {Oxon.), Editor of Rare and
Recent Writings, addressed us on ‘Literature in  General! On 21-_8_1947
Dr. J. H. Cousins spoke on *Some Technical Qualities of Verse, Op 8-10—1947
the Association was at home to the new linglish  Honours gradaates. Prof. Ayapkan
Pillai, speaking on the occasion, congratulated them on being the first batch\o
.obtain degrees in Free India. He pleaded for the continuance of IEnglish studies i\
India, in view of the importance of the language as an international medium. The
function terminated with a dance performanc

ance. The annual debate with the
Christian College English Honours Association was held  ;

27- 10—1947. The subject discussed was: * Poe

n our College on
not bikely to survive.’

try has outlived its usefulness and is
The proposition was voted down.

A. E. Varadarajan.
Helen Sellaraj.
THI SANSKRIT ASSOCIATION.

Dr. B Ch. Chabra delivered the inaugural address on 22—-8--1947. The
climax of the year's uctivities came on the lst November when scenes from Harsha's

Naganandam “were enacted in the Rasika Ranjani Sabha, Mvlapore, under the
auspices of the Association and in the distinguished presence of The Hon. B, Gopala
Reddi, Mmister for Finance.

S. Viswanatham.
- G. Rajalakshms.
THE TELUGU ASSOCIATION.

An address on * The History of the Congress'by Mr. T, Prakasam, ex-Premier
of Madras, on 1381947 ‘inaugurated the work of the Association for the year,
The Association met on 16__10__1947 to condole upon the death of the eminent poet

and critic, Kavikokila Davvuari Rami Reddi. Mr. Devulapalli Krishna Sastri spoke on
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iation debated the
: i i's life and works, On 29—10 -1947 the ASSOC.ldtIO’n
the 1¢lt?.Ra,m"§§2g;§a€ee A?]dhm Province is not at present‘requr(r}ed. ‘ Ith Taz};thbe
pr()pOSltll]On t t‘nllege represented by Messis. A, Somavadhani and G. ‘P(‘uf aga.(‘t 11y\;
“d('lte'dita?zdt \ii t/he, Tel’ugu Oratorical Contest for the Vavﬂle‘x] Vcenkateaw(u a Sastn
ll){(l(:ll‘i(r:\g(‘,up conducted by the Mylapore Y.M.LA. and won the Cup.

C. Ramakrishna Rao.
V. Subbaraya Sarma.

THE URDU ASSOCIATION.

ive ) lalluh, M.A, L.T, Curator,
inaugural address was delivered by Me. 5. M. Faz , . !
The ttngf’lztnataf Mlanuscrlpt&; Library, Madras. At another fnge?mg er{e Né\:;
g?vergmzll]i B.A. B.O.L, BT. of Government Muslim College, Madras spo
1ine 1 i o DMl
" Urduin Free fudie Harbans Roy.
[mtiaz jJehan Begum.

THE HISTORY, ECONOMICS AND POLITICS ASSOCIATION.

g itimately proud of the exceptionally crowded and
. The Assocrtn:fnkr:cut\zr::;sg'égl‘);ttes}" vyh'bh it was able to put through .durmogf
varied ng;flt:nmAgsocratinn was privileged to hsten to a whoIeNsuccess:onami
e yea_r.h d iholérs and leaders. Oa 30-7_.1947 Dr. B. V. ?ya%a}nasx}' o
distinguishe Sat'n he wark of the Association. pleaded fqr thq na'tiona er4l0%0 194,7
Naidu, inaugur Id%ress on * The State and Economic Life’ On —-.—1_ o
industries n an a siah spoke on ‘ The Principles of the Future Indlax} Constitution.
Prof, M. Venk%;ri?r&s V. Ramamurthy, Diwan of Udaipur, spoke on ¢ India smong
On 27'."8~,190 15_9_1947 Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose, the Bengal leader, ad r‘e§1§§
the Nations. nOng 111947 Dr. Pattabhi Sitaramayya, in an address oln ) ﬂ:
ze Assocliattf:.lndi-m ffmon ' visualized the gradual extinction of princely rule in th
tates an “

ten years, On 21111947 Prof. R. Bhaskaran. Reader 1in Politics,
g next ten .

University of Madras, spoke on ¢ The United Nations’ Organization.'
nl

itions ed by the Association were: *In the interest of
o Among th,e»og:-ggsos‘ttlllzn:c?:r?gzn onynglish as the medium of mstructl(()in tl)n
Y“dfas .futunla sges is an absolute necessity’ (On 17—10_1947--m0\ée ‘ Thﬁ
University C%anathan and opposed by Mr. L. S. Parthasarathy—lost), z;g e
Mr. K. Klamais a menace to world peace’ (on 3—-11.1947—moved by Mr. R. Partha.
hi?;iﬁ;luﬁ; rcl>pposed by Mr. S. V. Krishnan—carried).
St

K. Kamalanathan.
P. M.Kanaka Raj.
) EMATICS ASSOCIATION.
THE MATHEMA ' Y
L as delivered by Mr. S. Rajan, LC.S. on 23__6_719 .
22Th8e H%Z;g‘g?l I?d%r:issy:r;;thzslv\;mni, l%]eader in Mathematics, University of
On 44—0— > e

addressed the Association on * The History of Mathematics.” The Associa-
?ii:,?r::;,e a reception to the new graduates on 9—10—1947.

R. Venkataraman.
G.S. Jayaraman,
THE CHEMICAL SOCIETY

. ntavaidyanathan, M A. of Vivekananda College inaugurategl the
ork ffmft.heN Sﬁ([:liity on %__9._1947 with an address on ‘Chemo-therapy.’ On
w
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5—-11—1947 Mr. T. S. Viswanathan, 1V Hons.
Valency. On 28—11- 1947 Mr. K. Subrahm
*The Isotopes: their Discovery and Separation.’

» read a paper on * The Theory of
anyam of 1V Hons. read a paper on

N. Subramanyam.
D Bhaskaran Unn,

THIE PHYSICS ASSOCIATION,

The inaugural address was delivered on 4—8-_1917 by Dr. K
D.sc. who spoke on ‘Alloys” On 21...10 1947 M. )
lecture on ‘Superheterodyne Receivers.'

s S, Soikantan,
B. R. Jaganatha Rao gave a

V. Ramamritham.
S. Krishnaswanii.

THIE BOTANY ASSOCIATION,

Dr. M. O. Parthasarathy Iyengar, M A, I.T,, ph. b., the well-know i
inaugurated the work of the Association on 12..8 1947 withe (\rll\n‘t)cl\élr]e;lsl&(:xl?k;:ls’
favourite theme, ‘Chlorophyceae.’ Earher, the Association was tt home’ to the
Freshers on 2471947, During the Michaelnas holidays Prof. Venkatanathachari

led excursion parties to Yercaud and Ooty where many interesting specimens were
collected. ¢

Padwmini Devi Sunder.

M. Ramaswamai.

THE GEOLOGY ASSOCIATION.

Mr. K. Rajagopalaswamy’s lecture on *The Cem . .
ent | 5 q'
1671947 marked the commencement of the activities of tl::adnxgo".’qti];?'d T?\?
Assqclatton celebrated t_he coming of freedom with great enthusiasm :l fih~ l)t. d tht;
National Flag actually nine hours before the rest of the College! Y . [ha .y eting
of the Association in November 1947, My ; “nother meeting
Mineral Wealth of India’ On another occasion the Assaciati ) .
. . o cCiati .

U. Savur in the chair, to hear Dr. M S. Krishnan on ‘Geolo(;rli]c:lwti;‘gnhtpr' San
Training’ During the Michaelmas holidays, members of the Associ l:tci?)r:or:/isited
Trivandrum, Varkala, Cape Comorin, Courtall: P nOCt
Do mn rkala pe rin, Courtallun, Pdpmm.s,nm, Quilon and '(.)ther

K. Mok fal.
THE ZOOLOGICAL SOCIETY. Horanavijayaramiah

Dr. C. P. Gnanamuthu, M.A., D Sc., F.Z.S., Director of the
Laboratory, inaugurated the work of the Society on 22--7__1947 with a jec
‘Modern Trends in the Study of Living Things’ The record v;nl\ N lef,tlxr.e on
during the year includes the following lectures, papers and tall's.--.fg,[ the Association
on ‘Man on his own Nature' on 29—7—1947; M. S, J. D. Isau\c.m rPA N‘}G“?“J‘“’
Inland Waters' on 5-8-1947; Mr.C. ]. Jayadev, Mm.a. o the M‘d mcx;:u.tme n
‘Some Aboriginal Tribes ot South India® on 19—8__1947; Miss a hra's useum on
Q. M. C.on ‘Some Interesting Facts about the Hyman Blood’ 0]0;6“% M‘t O,f ’the
Mr. S. Mahadevan on ‘The Fauna of Krusedai’ on 28101947 n] a *1)?7’ and
holidays, Prof. M. Varada Iyer led the Pass party to Krusedai and I;‘.lflei?hé)‘f{elm?s
swami led the .Hons. party to Tuticorin for collection and ;1012:! . ‘k :m(l),\.
14_10—1947 Miss Anna Thomas and Mr. E. |. Anandam reported \‘;—; h WC{€ . d'r!
trip and Mr. A, Nagarajan on the Tuticorin trip. The Associati was C hese A
the new graduates on 7—10—1947, allon was at home to

Universify Zoology

Anna Thomas.
N. B. Janardanan,

M. Arunachalam read a paper on ‘Tg »
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THE U.O.T.C. (“C" COY.,1 MADRAS BN.,)

Recruitment started somewhat late this year on account of delayed admissions
to the College, yet we were able to recruit to the fl_xll strength. As usual, some fell off
a short time after enrolment. We gave them a discharge very willingly, as we have
no use for milksops who canpot stand military training for an hour and a half thrice
a week. Itis, on the other hand, unfortunate that some who have a gen nine aptitude
take a long time to make up their minds and apply for enrolment too late in the year.

Training this year bas been dislocated by late enrolment and cancellation of
training camps. Though intensive training organized on a Company basis is no
substitute for the experience of camps, we put our Company through a short ten days'
training during the Christmas holidays. We owe a great part of the success of this
venture to the abundant help and support we received from the College, Battalion
and University authorities. Our or)ly regret is that no_tymhstandmg the conditions in
the country, the encouragement given by the authorities and the all-out effort of the
officers and other members of the Corps, military training has not attracted our youths
as strongly as it ought to. We appeal to them to come out of their studies for a short
while regularly and give the U.O.T.C. a fair chance of building up a personality and
character for each of them.

Capt. B. R. Baliga.

The Late Mr. 0. P. Rangaswami.

The death of Mr. O. P, Rangaswami Iyvengar on the 10th August 1947 after a
prolonged illness marks the premature end of a busy life devpted to Sanskrit studies and
sincere service to our College. O.P. R., as he was familiarly known among us, was
2.ssistant Professor of Sanskrit in our College for about twelve years and, towards the end

of this period, Professor of Sanskrit for a short while,

O.P. R. was born on the 5th April 1905, the third son of Mr. Orathi Pathangi
Venkataraghavachariar, B.A., B.L.. He studied in the P. S. High Schaool, Mylapore and
Presidency College, passing out in 1927 with a first class Sanskrit Honours degree. During
the following seven years he was, by turns, Assistant Professor of Sanskrit in our College,
Research Fellow of Madras University and Professor of Sanskrit Literature and Philology
in the Madras Sanskrit College, Mylapore In 1934, he entered permanent service as
Assistant Professor of Sanskrit, and his association with this College, thus begun, was
terminated only by his illness in 1946. During this period he made a mark in the College
not only as a teacher but as an energetic participant in the extra-curricular life of the
institution. Himself an able actor, he organized a number of dramatic performances
on behalf of the Presidency College Sanskrit Association. Working in close association
with the late Prof. P. P. S. Sastri, the Secretary of the Centenary Celebrations Committee,
Mr. Rangaswami made his solid contribution to the success of the celebrations.

His activities extended to Sanskrit circles outside the College. He was a regular
contributor to The Journal of Oriental Research, Madras, He was connected with the
Madras Samskrita Academy as a member of the Executive Committee and as the Literary
Secretary and Dramatic Director of the Academy.

A large-hearted, jovial, companionable nature, O. P. R. was greatly loved, and is
sorely missed, by all who knew him,

T. C.



Old Students’ Association.

LIFE MEMBERS WIO JOINED SINCE THE PUBLICATION OF TiIL
LAST ISSUE :—

Patron.

Sri N. Krishnamoorthi, Advocate, 8 Chandrabhanu Street, Komaleswaranpet,
Mount Road, Madras,
Life Menmbers.

Sri M. O. Krishnaswami, Proprietor, Standard Radio
71 Venkatarangam Pillai Street, Triplicane, Madras.

Sri 5. Natarajan, South India Radio House, West Great Cotton Road, Tuticorin.

Sri S A. Raja, Advocate, 17 Main Road, Royapuram, Madras.

Sri G. Ramalinga Reddy, 7 Parthasarathiswami Street, Triplicane,

Sri V. K. Ramaswami, c/o Sir V. T. Krishnamachari,

and Service Co.,

Prime Minister, Jaipur.
Sti K. P. Ranganatha Rao, (Assistant, Parry & Co., Ltd.)
Adyar (c/o Hon'ble Justice Sir K. P. Lakshmana Rao).

Miss C. P. Sakunthala, The Grove, Teynampet, Madras.

Beach Borough,

Rao Bahadur Sri D, S. Sarma, Principal, Vivekananda College, Mylapore.

Sri. P. C. Sekhar (P. Chandrasekhar),

Hercules Insurance Co. Ltd,
16 Hare Street, Calcutta.

Miss C. Seshu Srinarayan, Andhra Mahila Sablia, Mylapore, Madras.

Sri G. A. Srinivasan, Professor of Applied Mathematics, Presidency Co]le&
Madras.

College Notes.

Mr. T. Suryanarayana, who was Piincipal of the College from Japuary 1946,
retired from service in june 1947, Mr. Suryanarayana’s principalship was the crown-
ing phase of a record of long and distinguished assaciation with Presidency College.
He was Professor of Applied Mathematics in 1926-27 and from 1929 to 1938 when he
went out as Principal of the Rajahmundry Arts College. We are glad that Mr. Surya-
narayana is still in the profession as Principal of the new college at Karaikud). We
wish him a long retired life of continued usefulness to the cause of education.

Mr. Suryanarayana has been succeeded as
Dr. S. G. Manavala Ramanujam, Professor of Zoology.

¥ *

Principal of the College by

*
The first step towards the long-awaited re-distribution of emphasis in language

studies was taken when two professorships__one of Tamil and the other of Telugu—

were created in the College during the year, Mr. R. Viswanatha Iyer was appointed
Professor of Tamil and Mr. G. S N. Acharya Professor of Telugu.

* * *
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Since the Last issue of The Presidencian, we have received news of the death
of two former Principals of the College_Mr. H. S, Duncan and Mr. P. F. Fyson.
Alr. H. S. Duncan (the son of Dr. David Duncan, Principal of the College 1884-92)
;,va's Principal of the College from 1920 to 1‘925. Mr. Papworth wrote of him thus in
his survey of the history of Presidency College in the Centenary Commemoration
Booi{ . «Mr. H. S. Duncan was a man of great social and personal charm, Wl‘m'm it
was a delight toserve and to whom respect and loyalty weie freely and willingly
offered by all who had the privilege of working under him. It ‘was during his
rincipalship that the number of students in the College incieased from an average Qf
gSO to over 900, and several additional professors were appointed to the staff. This
necessitated the duplication of the English classes, and 1 ha_vg memories of
Mr. Duncan devoting many hours to the intricate puzzle of revising the College
time-tables.”

* * *

M. P. F. Fyson was Professor of Biology in the College from 1904 to 1912.
In 1912, when Botany, Zoology and Geology becar.ne’ three separate departments,
Mr. Fyson became Professor of Botany He was Principal of the College from 1925
to 1932, * Mr. Fyson's scientific bent,” (to quote Mr. Papworth again) ** was exactly
what was needed at the time the University inaugurated a separate Faculty of
Science, and it was through his efforts that in 1931 we dropped the old B.A. courses
in science subjects, and undertook the new B. Sc. courses in Mathematics, Physics,
Chemistry, Botany, Zoology and Geology, both in Pass and Honours. This new and
extensive venture soon revealed the inadequacy of our accommodation and equipment
in the departments of Botany, Zoology and Geology ..... ... 1t was then that Mr.
Fyson began the work of conceiving and drawing up pians for the new B_otgn s
Zoology and Geology buildings, Financial stringency pre\'r'ented these buildings
from being erected before Mr, Fyson’s retitement in 1932 .. Mr. Fyson lived
rekirement in Rushwick, Worcestershire. On the 24th December_ 1947, he was k1lle'd
/. a traffic accident and, tragically enough, near the gate of his own house. His
hhame lives in the College Clock and the College Park. The prints of Old Masters
and Ajanta frescoes which grace the College corridors are evidence of Mr. Fyson's
devotion to the fine arts. Mrs Fyson, a good painter, and he were connected for a
Jong time with the Madras Fine Arts Society. He was, besides, a keen student of the
flora of South India. As Secretary of the Madras Horticultural Society, he organized
several flower shows.




“Quit India”

(Written in August 1942)

In the good old days when we went to school,
We were told a tale that sounded true
Of the Benefits of British Rule.

You remember the tale, don’t you?

“They gave us Railways” (now being taken up);
“They gave us Justice” (now being shaken up);
“They made us a Nation and gave us unity.”

(Now a Nation springs from from each community,
All eager to slice at the end of the blitz

Our motherland into several bits.)

“They brought us Peace, unknown before.”

(Now, setting the stage for civil war,

They draw towards us total war.)

The Benefits are going fast—
And British Rule must go at last!

APEX
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