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>l love all beauteous things.

% I seek and adore them.
\)& God has no better praise ;
j ., And man in his hasty days
< O\ A\ ~ Is honoured for them.
3:)\ A I too will something make.

And joy in the making;
Although tomorrow it seem

But the empty words of a drean
Remembered on waking.

~—ROBRERT BRIDGE

_—_———__—_-_—'—-—'

JULY - 1948 .



Matter is a slow big wave flowing back to the origin. And,
spirit is a slow infinite wave flowing back to the Goal, the ultigake

Future,

On the slow wave of matter and spirit, on marble or bronze
or » . . »

colour or air snd on the consciousness, we imprint a perfect
- revelation,

And this is Art. . . -

X Because the revelation is imprinted on stone or granite, and
X .

e slow last receding wave, therefore it remains with us for a long
long time, like the sculptures of Egypt.

D. H. LAWRENCE,
** Reflections on the death of a Porcupine.”
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The Crow's Nest .

AS our wandering editor is one day in
one place and another day in an-
other, she has no opportunity of sending
us details of her activities. News from others
may reach us before this number is pub-
lished.

Meanwhile two air-letters give us aglimpse
of the influence that the Apostle of Creative
Beauty (which includes Truth and Goodness)
is spreading. .

One letter comes from Dublin, Eire, and
says: © Srimati Rukmini Devi has come and
gone . .. leaving behind her a memory of
beauty, both of language and personality,
that will long be remembered. Miss
has just rung me up to say that the
contact with her was an unforgettable
experience. A friend whom she brought to
Rukmini Devi's public lecture said that in all
her experiance she had never before heard
such a daeply spiritual and beautiful message.”’

The other letter, from Edinburgh, Scatland,
says: “ During the past week we had seen
old buildings, works of art, and the homes of
the <great men, Robert Louis Stevenson,
Carlyle, John Knox and others, but here
was something which to us was greater than

them all—the living embadiment of Beauty,
Wisdom and Love. . . Rukmini Devi is a great
gift to India and the world. . . In days of
chaos and loss of faith, one is reinforced in
faith in the Divine Purpose and the great
possibifities in the Cosmic scheme of things
by direct contact with this rich fruit of the
evolutionary process.”

L » »

And just as we were about to go to press
the following comes from a friend in London '
“There has been widespread delight at
Rukmini Devi's return to the West this year,
After a tiring non-stop flight from India, she
spent a week in Switzerland re-vitalising the
esrnest group of students of the Ancient
Wisdom. . . Unahle for some obscure reason
to obtain a visa from Switzerland to France
Rukmini Devi was obliged to come all the'
way to England to get it, and by so doing
was able to keep her engagements in Paris
especially at the huge gathering on White
Lotus Day, when she was eagerly awaited
angd heartily welcomed.

“The Theosophical Convention in London
at Whitsuntide was enriched end made
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olourful by Rukmini Devi's presence and “In all the places "%h‘at Rukmini Devi has Natlon BUlldlng A’n A'rt \\b v
ne 'ta“‘f~ She gave an inspiring lecture visited, she has tried to bring the true Yog2 ¢ ~" By RUKMINI DEV1
ntitled * Art as a form of Yoga.' and an of Beauty and soul-consciousness to {he
z‘ut'standmg event was the evening at Besant hearts of people, giving a vital touch of*the . _
all, organised by the International Arts spiritual reality and inner glories which so N this era of India's History we are us forget the simple unconsciousness of

-entre, formed by Rukmini Devi some time
g0 as an outpost of Kalakshetra in England.
fer talk on this occasions was on * Indian
deals of Art,” and to everyone's delight she
ollowed it by an impromptu demonstration
of the foot and hand movements of the
ndian dance., This brought a totally new
inderstanding of the art to the Western
'n'nc'i' There was no music to help Rukmini
devi in t‘he demonstration ; but she, being a
reat artist, was able to convey the impres-
iQp  of et ort, and we found
|U(5W§%Kand lifted into the
A of th&hck, as it is spirituall

obcefved in India. " \&é n y

_ | \very generously
inded the evening by ’z\t\\g some ancient
lafiskrit sloka oo »

“ The Indian\League in bqgdon is organising
| \dance demonstration Ji®.3t. Pancras Hall
\July_ 14 and on thig' gccasion Rukmini
¢ will dance to‘gé wphone records of
a‘{ al music usebhin Whlakshetra, and we
N eO%Emﬂr;ize)Mful costumes.

" Anyxf_&eﬁin& iteém should be recarded
following the International Arts Centre even-
ing. A well-known sculptress, Mrs. Margaret
Mllwarc!, not only joined the Centre, but was
so delighted and impressed by Rukmini
Devi’s talk and performance that see offered
her as a gift the life-size head of Rabind-
ranath Tagore in bronze, for the Kalakshetra
at Adyar.

“* After the Whitsun Convention a tour was
arranged for Rukmini Devi in Wales, Ireland
and Scotland; then a month in Huizen,
Holland, where she is the head of St.
Michael's Centre. There, in peaceful sur-
roundings, much useful and inspiring work is
being planned. Rukmini Devi will then return
to London for two or three weeks prior to
“her departure for America.

many are endeavouring to contact. It is
that inner touch which opens hearts and
inspires the higher reaches of the mind, and
her message brings truth, happiness and
realisation.”

* * *

Srimati Rukmini Devi's address from July
20 to November 3 will be C/o * Olcott,
WHEATON (lllinois), U. S. A.

An early item of her visit to America will
be her attendance at the annual Worker
Training Centre of the American Theo-
sophical Society at “ Olcott ~ from July 31 to
August 5. She will also be present at the
sixty_second Annual Convention of the
American Theosophical Society from August
7 to 10, when she will give talks to the
public and to members of the Society.

While checking proofs word comes that,
instead of sailing in the liner, *“Queen
Elizabeth,”" Srimati Rukmini Devi will fly in a
Pan-American clipper, leaving England on
July 22 ; the crossing takes two days.

* S *

beginning a new civilization—a civilization

* which is at a turning point in the religious,
moral and every other outlook on life.
India, though free, is still the product of
foreign mentality which has made us foreign
even to ourselves. We have lost the old
mentality of the Indian woman, and we are
in the grips of a modern civilization which
is unstable, self-seeking and futile, though
apparently free. To-day the Indian woman
is in the forefront of all activities, and much
depends upon her for the future welfare
of our country. Our country is free, but
we have not found ourselves; our women
are- free, but we have lost our goal. The
greatest contribution that our Nation can
, make is not either to show her freedom or
her equality with other nations—but her
uniqueness. This is in our ind|VIdua|.selves
and in the individuality of our Nation. |
feel convinced that this individuality will be
submerged unless the artistic and cultural
spirit of India is awakened. The desire
and the love for it has come into existence—
but the knowledge and intuition are lacking.
Art is what we are. What we are is Art,
India possesses in every Art a state of utter
purity which can transcend fqrm, colour
and sound while being of it. India possesses
philosophy of lite as expressed in Art.
india can show that Art is not an entertain-
ment but a spiritual attainment, and that to
be a true artist is as high an achievement as
to be a great Yogi; and | feel that, in the
world of today, only India’ can fully demon-
strate these ideals. As in all things to-day,
the world in India is.often caught by the
sensuous glamour in Art; end we still
unconsciously copy the modern Western
spirit of showmanship which often makes

+

-«

As a result of pressure on space, Srimati
Rukmini Devi, before her departure on her
long tour, suggested modifications in the
arrangement for the various classes of the
Kalskshetra. These have taken shape as an
art-unit containing the long suite of studios
for music and dance mentioned elsewhere.
With this are transformed cottages in sections
for various instruments, and a corresponding
cottage in sections for painting, drawing,
and crafts. Separate single cottages house the
drummers at one angle and the modellers at
another. A large tree provides shade for

open air classes. .
JAMES H. COUSINS
¢

beauty.

During a parliamentary discussion on the
Devadasi Bill, a remark was made thet,
though we may abolish the Devadasi Art,
it has come into existence in girls of better
classes. | pondered much over this. It
is true that the Art of Bharatanatya was
blamed, because it was made vulgar by a
certain class of people. It is obvious that
we have to guard against the downfall of
this Art by keeping it in the place whera it
belongs, a place of honour and nobility. We
must not allow one form of wvulgarity to
disappear only to reappear in another form.
There is a great danger of this, first because
the modern tendency is to look for the
applause of the gallery instead of a great
spiritual experience, and secondly because the
religious spirit has disappeared from our
lives, both in the home and in the schools
and colleges. :

Dance being largely an Art expression of
the body, it is a most difficult Art, for the
real dancer must transcend even the very
physical body that is the instrument of the
Art.  When this is understood, every dancer
will automatically be a Yogi in the real sense
of the word. |personally feel that this is
now the great role of the Indian woman in
the reconstruction of New India. We must
work for women’s freedom; but side by
side with it must be the true expression
of womanhood. And for me there is no
womanhood without grace of spirit and
beauty of form. | cannot see a future for
India without a cultural eminence. 1 do not
see a cultural eminence without our women
in every field of activity being immersed in
the spirit of beauty. | am sure the Greek con-
ception of Art was this when they described
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Aphrodite rising from the waves, and | am
sure the Indian conception of Lakshmi rising
from the ocean is the same. To-day some
new Goddess, the Spirit of India, must rise
above the storm of ugliness from the ocean
of Eternal Beauty. | pray that India,
particularly the women of India will realise
this as a great need and will do Nation-wide
work for this cause. Every woman, child
and man must be enveloped in this spirit,

children in school must grow in this atmos-
phere, and every village, city and |:>r0\m'\<:ef
must be organised towards the _enﬂ °
a great cultural and artistic attainmeent.
This must become a programme of ouf
work for India and as part of a greatér
programme of National achievement and
international brotherhood. '
Roshni,
(Journal of the All-India Women's Conference)

THE ADVANCE OF WOMANHOOD

""HE British Home Secretary has appointed
Miss B. M. Denis de Vitre, who at
present occupies the post of Staff Officer
to His Majesty’s Inspectors of Constabulary,
to a new post of Assistant Inspector of
Constabulary, Miss Denis de Vitre is the first
woman to be appointed Assistant Inspector
of Constabulary, and the appointment marks
the increasing importance attached to the
work of women police.

Mrs. Surama Das Gupa, wife of Professor
S. N. Das Gupta, the Indian historian, has
received a Doctorate in Philosophy degree
of Cambridge University and is the first

We must go forward together

Indian woman to get this honour.

For the first time in history women are
to enter Britain's Customs Service. Ex-sef-
vice women clerical officers are undergoing
a course of instruction at the Customs
and Excise Department’s training college r
London, which is shortly to send its first
batch of women to share in the work of the
preventive branch of the Customs service
They will serve, among other ports, at London
and Liverpool. They will share clerical work
and, if necessary, help in searching womer
passengers and women members of ships
crews.

with our men, and by friendship and

Co-operation and faith build up indian history together on equal terms in every

depertment of life. Only then shall

we achieve the unity and progress of

the Indian nation and be entitled to call curselves nation-builders.

VIJAYA LAKSHMI PANDIT,

So | became a Minister.
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Western Musical Criticism

By MARGARET E. COUSINS, B.MUS.

HERE used to exist an idea that music
was the expression of the emations,
and seemingly had nothing to do with mind-
stuff or brain, In fact people then thought
that one of the gifts of music was its power
to give the mind a rest. People took it as
their right to wallow in music in an utterly
irresponsible, sponge-like manner, just allowing
their sensuous nerves to be tickied, caressed
or stimulated, perhaps purified or uplifted.

But early in the growth of European music,
the art of having two or more different
melodies sung at the same time became a
science which called in the aid of the intel-
lectual side of the mind. The compasition
of the famous Flemish and English madrigals
of the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries in a
number of parts was most brainy work. No
creator of good western music is under the
iltusion that music is entirely the product of a
stream of heaven-sent emational inspiration.
Processes of intellection have to take part
In arranging subsidiary or complementary
themes or melodies to bring the play of con-
trast, variety of tempo (talam), tone-colour,
key (raga), timbres, into the composition, so
that the hearer may get the full richness of
the aesthetical beauty or the vital idea of the
inspiring melody or phrase which was the
original heaven-sent urge and impulse pro-
peling the new expression of emotion and
experience into the ether.

In European musical circles it was com-
mon to talk of music as & universal
language, the language of the emotions.
But while it remains true that musical
sound is universally employed as the medium
through which the emotions are expressed,
the interchange of knowledge has awaken-

.ed musicians to the fact that there are

2

many codified arrangements and systems
within the bounds of universal sound, so
much so that we may legitimately call
them different musical languages. Few
Europeans can understand the widespread
language of Chinese music. Japanese music
is dissonance to English ears. Red Indian
music would have few points of mutual re-
action for South Indian musicians. Why is
all this? Because music is an Art, and Art
is artificiality. It is built up out of along

“history of conventions, codes, ever-widening

powers of the senses and organs of sense,
increased training of faculties; and peoples
of different races, climates, environment,
religions, pick out different codes, and ex-
press their feelings through them.

From gradual stabilised growth since the
13th century, the practice in Europe of
accompanying a melody by supplementary
other melodies or by drane notes, thus
creating the beginnings of the system of
harmony, has grown to what were unimagi-
nable heights in the Middle Ages. Laws
relating to the treatment of discords, of
moving from key to key (modulation), laws
of form and combinations of various forms
(suites, arias, dance forms, sonata form, vari.
ations on a theme, etc.) have changed from
century to century. Song has largely been
superseded by choruses. One form of Opera
was followed by another form as the Mozartian
by the Wagnerian. QOpera itself is in
process of being laid on one side as the
restlessness of this age, with its emphasis
on mechanisation, is putting the large or.
chestral music into the place of music depend-
ent on words. The soul of the machine
age is striving to express itself in the multi-
plicity of instruments of these orchestras, ang
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tries to represent itself in complex sound as
in the example of Honnegger’s imitation of
a locomotive at Speed. trying thus to provide
d safety valve for the emotions of an indus-
trialised world.

As another expression of the modern era,
and at the other end of the musical scale,
jazz raised its voice and beat its dark rhythms
to give vent to an accumulation of nervous
energy resultant from the first world war.
lts vitality and audacity have done so much
to break down the rigidity of musical struc-
ture to that date that it is now possible that
out of the seeming chaos of the former laws
of musical creation a new musical phoenix
might arise.

Through the influences of oriental music on
jeniuses of western music such as Debussy,
dolst, Scriabine and Stravinsky, followed
%y the revolutionary things done by votaries
of jazz, a whole new tonality has been
ishered into the conservative, rather feudal
ype of Western music that had reached it
reak in Wagner, Now a texture of musical
1armonies can be heard which reminds one
it the pile of velvet, or of the flat mellow
urtace of tapestry, or conversely of the
Iranite-craggy surface of the mountains or
he harrors of a battlefield,

Today western music has passed through
uch stages of intellectual research, emotional
1Xperience, expansion of ‘instruments, train-
ng of many new types of musicians, and
'pportunities  in  orchestral performances,
ispecially for all kinds of new compositions,
hat it has passed through simplicity to
mazing complexity,—and now yearns back
gain to synthetic simplicity. As an example
here is the sixth piano-sonata of Scriabine in
thich there are not more than three common
hords in its twenty-nine pages because of
he modern mode in which it is written ; but

in_his later final compositions he has come
full wheel round in his tonal revelution, and
found an enriched peace and rest in a mode
which included the old-world consonancy ;nd
the best products of all the intermediate
adventures in various kinds of tonality.

One can trace something similar in the
progressions concerning vocal music. T_he
voice as the primary medium of subjective
emotion has not yet been fully explored and
experimented with, but signs are observable
that it will soon come into its own. Perhaps
it is in this realm that India may be able to
enlarge the kingdom of musical expression
through its power over melody and psycho-
logical states, and its yoga of breath.

Undoubtedly the mind of humanity h_as
awakened intellectually to the value of music.
Musicians are themselves becoming literary
exponents of the changes evident in music.
For long, * Music and Morals "’ by the Rev.
Haweis was the classic of musical under-
standing. Berlioz wrote finely. Debussy in
France, Cui in Russia, Newman in England,
and later Cyril Scott in his * Music as the
Mircor of Social Consciousness,”” and ** Music,
its Secret Influence throughout the Ages :
and John Foulds in his encyclopaedic book,
“ Music Today,” have done much to clarify
the strange issues in which western music is
today finding itself involved.

There must be no condemnation of new
methods because of their newness. Values
must be assessed morally and spiritually, not
only technically. It is true that inertia is the
greatest enemy of the onward-pressing spn‘)t‘L
in the artist. The great musician Busoni
wrote : * However deeply rooted in human
nature are inertia and attachment to the
habitual, equally characteristic of all that has

lite are energy and opposition to the existing
order.”

»
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Education and Citizenship

l:IRST of all, let us consider the topic as a
comparison of terms. A basic idea ‘of
the two terms is the beginning. ~ Citizenship,
elieve we may agree, is the holding of
Membership in a community by an individual
Person who has a given amount of freedom
to work together for the development of the
Sate of which he is an integral part.
Webster's dictionary does not disagree with
this definition, although it adds that protec-
tion is guaranteed to the citizen, as opposed
© an alien. At this day, however, the
SMphasis needs to be placed on the indi-
Vidual showing the initiative and exercising
the privilege of contributing to the group of
which e is geographically, politically and
“Conomically 4 part. .
" Education ", says John Dewey, the
Merican educational philosopher, *'1s life,
and s an on-going process . With our inevit-
eble thought-connection of education with
School, it s difficuit to get away from the
%2 that education is merely training, the
°3Ming of certain skills or merely the pre-
Paration for life. As incomplete as this
Philosophy of education is, its evidence can
o2sily be seen in school systems that have
subjects that are traditional, or that ** may be
useful some day ", .
. OW, if education is life, and citizenship
& Participation in social living, it is obvious
that there ig considerable integration. '
f St Us approach education and citizeqs‘hlp
TOm another angle. In our present civiliza-
Yon we have our childhood and adolescence
S8t aside as oy years for ** education ', and
con We 52y we can take our places as useful
2ens " ‘We have aven stated ages of
m?or'ty Wwhen an individual bacomes a citizen
K P"i“d States Information Setvice, Madras.

By STANLEY R. CHARTRAND*

cise the right to vote. It is toc
Z?Se:a:h:xf:uth that ?here is a separatior
between education and active CltlZeInShlp.
Many students have said to me, when | have
asked them how they are spgndmg their t»rze‘,
that they bave been doing nothmﬁ u‘
attending to their studies—and act\;‘a y no
been taking part in the affairs of t ;:cofml-l
munity. This is not education in t ed u
sense of the term. On the other h;n hwg
find “ citizens* who have completedthegr
schooling and who have also stopped their
ed#ﬁiastl?sn ‘a very good time in our considera';
tion of the subject to mention the State.
we are talking about mdwndua}s who as mem-
bers must take their places in the _Stgte, we
must know what kind of a §tate wul! e ;;ro-
vided for the citizens who live therem. n :
totalitarian State, under an autocratic monarc
or *“chosen”’ dictator,' the citizen becomes
erely a cog in the wheel of the vast State
zachine. His education is instruction as to
how he must act as a cogin hls‘hmlt_s aad
responsibilities. He has little choice ?:tt e
matter of deviation from the pattern that is
SetC;Z:mdaaSo::d age is referred to by some
as the machine age, gnd the vast machine
f a large Government is considered superior
:o any desires, wishes or aspirations of l;he
individual. We think of machines as' dhomg
work more efficiently than 'undlwduah an
labour; and of course this is true w |en we
are producing motor cars, mining steel, pmc-j
ducing cloth,dcanning fruits, or growing an
ing food, etc. _
prﬁ:x:sefr' in a State in which we are depll;
ing with individuals as human be';ng':, witl
thoughts and ideals of their own, the human
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factor cannot be considered in the same
statistical manner as so many machines, with
only wheels and cogs, with a few pistons
and an occasional spark plug. Nonetheless,
i a totalitarian State, citizenship education
must develop the cogs as cogs and not as
free thinking individuals.  This is usually quite
successfully done. It takes efforts and
money and schools, but totalitarians find both.
Hitler and Mussolini were quite successful
in this.

The other side of the picture is a State in
which citizens are to participate. Thisis a
democracy. Here the people themselves
choose and live and work together as indi-

_viduals. The human factor is taken into
consideration, and individual differences are
synthesised to make a State that works as

“well as it can. There are of course, ineffici-
encies, and gross inefficiencies do exist in a
democracy and are starkly revealed.

In a democracy, especially, education and
citizenship cannot be separated. In phrases
such as, petrol and motor car; soil and
plants; food and life, one concept must be
understood to deal with the ather, and bath
are integrated. Without receiving the best
educstion possible—and continuousty—in the
responsibifities of good citizenship and know-
ing how to meet them, the members of the
State become fittle better than the lower
animals ; and, if the State runs with any
smoothness 2t all, are probably mere machines.
.In a democracy the citizens are treated as

{ individuals with rights and privileges and

i duties and responsibilities of their own.

While this integration of education and

; citizenship must be maintained, there is

obviously a time when one receives mare
emphasis than the other: but the point |
should like to make is, that this integration
must’ exist. School life must not be just
books, notebooks, pencils and desks. There
must be a regard for the child. He must
 develop as a social individual within his age
{ group, with full opportunitias to learn, of
u

course. hut also to play, to grow physically.
mentally and socially. Student politics cqmes
into his sphere, but not adult politics. As
an American adolescent student, | at one
tima envied the active part that students in
foreign countries seemed to play in their
own Governments. | have since coma to
learn that student strikes are a very poor
indication of student interest in national
affairs, being too often the misguided means
of an opposition party to embarrass the
Government, or a device to postpone an
unwelcome examination, Instead, the ability
of students to handle their own affairs in
sports, extra-curricular activities, and in direct
student self-government has proved to be 3
valuable * education”” in the full meaning of
the word.

Education for citizenship begins, we
usually think, with the smaft child, 1 believe
that more important than that is the
realization that education begins with the
parents. There must be a realization by the
parents of the responsibility of bringing
children into the world, and that these future
citizens must be well provided for. It is here
that the student should be permitted to enter
in, if the parents are without sufficient re-
sponsibility and continue to bring largé
numbers of children into squalid conditions
of poverty without adequate food, clothing
or housing. While it is undoubtedly the re-
sponsibility of the State to provide for exist-
ing citizens, it is certainly the responsibility
of individual citizens not to increase squalor
by adding to the problems of population,
This is definitely a problem of the individual
parent. Education must be provided for
parents to raalize this factor and be able to
solve tha prablem for themselves.

Citizenship in sdult life must constantly
have the factor of education. While it is
necessary thst the edult is equipped with
the tools of receiving ideas and has been
trained (theoretically) with the ability to use

-

them and think, his aducation becomes very
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pformal and 15 timited only by his own
te2l and apporwunities. Newspepers, radic,
tinema, adult classes in schoals, lectures
even, ara all means of keeping informed,
arning naw things, and acting upon that
knowledge. It js the action that makes him
3 good citizen. Qur dictators do not forget
this, and in a democracy we must not forget
it either. But education is more difficult n
3 democracy.  One cannot compose dwhes‘;
Phrases, and slogans to be shouted over an
over again and have them accepted without
theught or consideration.

W one has utilized the full cesources of the
Wdividual, each individual must develop him-
Selt to the highest possible degree 8s 8 socia
3nimal, This is education, and it makes for
Cltizenship, It takes a lenger time and more
S%ort, but in the long run its results are ever-
§rowing, ever-improving, and are ceriainy
Placed”on the firm foundation of the people
themselves and not on one leader whose

- Whms may pass when he goes or.

The United States of America recogn'l_sd
® impontant connectian between education
smocracy. Thomas Jeffersod, the
Suther of the Declacation of Independence,
W8S very active in stressing the importance
! education being provided for the peaple
O the State, Later on, as new aress of lan
Were added to the United States, provisions
W8re made for education largely through the
ants of fands for coffeges, secondery ah
%‘emema,.y schools. Provisions were made
N anly ‘for education of all those who
8ed it, but for avery young citizen of thie
coamtry. 1t has been realized in practtcalg
> Y ane of the forty-eight States thet 9o
Uctlion means good citizeaship. ile
@ 9%l has not yet been reached. §b¢f°
3 bean 4 strong endesvor to attall &,

uducaﬁm‘ is not only free, but it is compulsoty
Pt g certain age.

qutLy
134 ]
democracy, this
As with other aspects of S mproved 0

t constantly b - ather of

tion MU X |
2&: \‘u'zt‘n ‘md'w\d\\‘\‘m\ ‘:q\‘i;:“‘:\’;mg&' a the

H intelngent, )
m:\d:‘ct?:gedm ch%d. Fach generation of

and adult, must receive
students bath {ig:n?han the one bafore. I

s‘e,n;rngtmt,::;a then the State is deteriorating
s »

i ndation. . o
= 3;;: eg:&:ms of education In India, in
Szuth india and in Madras are tao well kpo:n

be recapitulated here. Byt what is the
v far a group of career

cular  concem :
partn;t:zo? 1| hope this question does no; need
:::m?:e 'zmswexed in any other way than to

i cerns them moré than any
sai th:ticitin::;st, both pessonally and from
. o0 3 of view of good citizens. Their
ork. € orbined with their sisters at home
eﬂon:&;o:e who are not in 8 Jual role 2t vthe
O nt) and their prothess in the professions
agzse business are vitafly required. Goo
citizenship means effective ac’:mn. Ayoung
Indian business mat of the Yvh coast
recently said that © the. trouble wit :zs s we
talk and talk and don't get down fo

lans and
make out worksble P
—'mw::jz push and drive to carry them
?}??u ' The news that the Goyemment' of
fn:iia gcc'nsideré the 40 year plan in 'ecfucat;:n
to0 slow is encouraging. But how is it »:.m‘c g
tza be effected? Why cannot edutf:’a;ao;: oé'
ip i ighborhoo
srenship i one cily, of one ne
l?:zz::tugly started and ;sed_aso faia;\';cgteal‘.
heard agein and again
31? g:\\():mment does not ;;a\;;; g‘es:;g;?syl
t+ do it yourssives? Vis ;
??t);t? for attractive salaries i orcjer ;o gf;
bg’&tet teachars, who ere provided wi '
s for keeping abreast of the educationa
::;2‘ work toward educationat facilities
for yc;.sfselves and other aduits. ‘ |
1 The address was 1o the Y,M.C.A, Business and
Profectignal Womens Club, Madras,

)
i
t
l
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Concerning Younger Citizens

DNCE upon a time a regular attendant at

meetings of the Kalakshetra was a
ittle paroquet (long-tailed green parrot)
hat. had attached itself in confidence and
riendliness to Srimati Rukmini Devi. It
egarded her saree as an equivalent of a
ree up and down which it could wander at
vill with the aid of its curved beak.

Mr. Arthur Chase, while residing at Adyar
ome years ago, had a simifar pet. It seemed
nly content in his company. At meal-times
s insisted on being at table. It had a charm-
\g way of presenting its head to be rubbed,
nd whistled content during the process.
luring a vacation at Kotagiri, in the Nilgiris
t 6200 feet up, the parrot was allowed to
ove freely in a bush. One day it flew
way, and hope of its return was given up.
ut some village children saw the unusual
ird and thought it might be the one the
isitor had. They caught it carefully and
sturned it, with equal happiness to all
oncerned including the adventurer.

The Wisconsin, U.S.A, Humane Society
ives humane education demonstrations to
thools children and others. They have
omes in their premises for mice, rats,
oldfish, canaries, parrots, turtles, pigeons,
uinea pigs, rabbits, dogs and cats. A
rember of the Society shows how pets
1ould be handled and cared for, They are
ot reared for vivisection, but to live their
ves in freedom and affection.

A sanctuary for stray dogs and cats
‘as. perhaps still is, run at Sarcbia, Penn-

.

sylvania, U.S.A,, by the well-known human-
itarian, Mr. Robert Logan. Commodious
wired spaces offered lodging and food to
all homeless creatures; their comfort and
health were carefully seen to. In peace®
and confidence the sub-human residents
developed all sorts of interesting personal
characteristics,

The great Atlantic liners, “ Queen Eliza-
beth” and ‘*America,” are furnished with
kennels for pet dogs going with passengers,
also with cages for pet birds. The ** Queen
Elizabeth " has an open-air enclosure in
which the dogs get regular exercise. The
" America’s"" kennels have sleeping bunks
for the animals, and a blanket for each cat
and dog. Baths, medicines and first aid are
available on both vessels.

A baby squirrel was found by two children
outside New York. They took it home to
try and get their pet cat, which had three

kittens, to adopt it. She did so without
demur.

Humane societies in the United States have
15-minute programmes by teachers in schools
on the care of animals. Weekly radio tatks
are given on animal care. Their expressions
on the treatment of dogs and cats in India
would not be pleasant to hear.

Twenty-two sleepers were awakened by
a collie when 2 fire spread over three homes
and a garage at Mobile, Alabama, U.SA.
The dog, on scenting the flames, screamed

and banged on a gate. All the sleepers
escaped.

[ ]
S —

.. Design in English Pottery—

WITH IMPLIED HINTS FOR INDIA

(Italics

;I.OWARDS the end of the seventeenth

ducag century John Dwight of Fulham intro-
him stoneware into England, and with
fame :s €ome to the threshold of our world
and th‘POtters‘ A new field had opened up.
olaze perfected stoneware as white salt-
od Cf‘?u‘d begin to compete with the import-
saw th’heSe wares. The ecighteenth century
. € fu“ ﬂowering of English potteries, and
io .GStab\lshment of our world-wide reputa-
~onn this field. The porcelain factories came
® baing and flourished, and Josiah Wedg-
Wood invented his cresm earthenware
ad commercialized the potteries. It was
not only the improved types of ware which
9ained us such a reputation, it was also the

:New methods of production which made it

possible to manufacture in much larger
quantities and sell at lower prices. Hitherto
all the work and decoration had been done

Y hand, but now casting (a method im-
ported from France) and turning (as opposed
W hand-throwing) enabled the potters to
reproduce exact copies of certain shapes
in large quantities and with great rapidity.

It was inevitable that all these forms of
Mechanical production should oust much of
the hand work, but even with mecham;al
methods there still remained a strong native
flavour in our clean shapes and simple applied
designs. The early commercialized produc-
tions of our potteries had a simplicity which
gave them real distinction, but with the
prosperity and love of ostentation.of th.e
mid-nineteenth century the mechanical skill
of the potters far outran their aesthetic sensi-
bility. "As in most cases when the machine
takes over the work of men’s hands, the
esigner was often entirely ignorant of the

r———————

ours)

i manufacture, and
and materials Of
ﬁ(ocoezf;s idea was to imitate handwork as
is

it look
cheaply as possible, and to make it loo

expensive. v before the last war
hh t‘cv:ea:e ::lsya :\:‘:ir:eyable rise iq all stan‘deaé:i
\ofa\pottery design, and 2 9"?“‘\:\‘9 ?‘)\?\\QQ“Q“
tion of what had been doneint e &\ )
century, and the beginnings of an under-
standing of how best to carry on that greal
cradition with the new methods of produc.

ion of these days.
t:oa is clearly noticeable that many ol

the eighteenth- and early nineteenth-centur
shapes are so excellent that it is possible t
decorate them in many different ways, an
there are endless possibilities for the syn
pathetic designer who appreciates the:
chapes through his knowledge of clay ar
the manufacturing processes. '

To sum up the position to-day. it wou
seem that the demand for traditional patter:
for our overseas markets cortinues to grov
This may partly be due to the uncerta
and difficult times in which we live, whe
man’s natural instinct is to cling nostalgical
to all the reminders of the past; or it me
also be that the general standard of taste
improving, o

This is not to suggest that it is a goc
thing only to copy old patterns, but it
surely a good thing to build anew on o
great traditions and to forget that unfort:
nate period of design confusion which over-
took us nearly a hundred year ago and which X
persisted well into this century.

CECILIA SEMPILL, * Industrial Design,” ‘
in Britain Today. (Condensed) m
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New Educational Year Begins

N June 24 the new educational year
(1948-1949) of tha Kalakshetra and

the Besant Theosophical School began with
the customary but always fresh and impressive
dedicatory assembly of continuing and new
students. The function was given an added
interest this year in being held in the
former ‘ weaving shed " of the Kalakshetra
which has been transformed into a suite of
studios of music and dance. The front of the
platform had been chastely decorated with
hanging ornaments made by students and
teachers from coconut leaves, and floor designs
(kolam) had been painted by the Art master,
Mr. S. Mitra; nd the platform sat the
teachess Sl ingdrumémiafand vocal music with
their yitds and- wQ®s. S number of pieces
gave tre atmospheréf fik\to the proceed-

»iﬁé\" Then followed thi recRations of slokas
7730

senftences) and responsaésetween teachers
% students, in Sanskrit} il and Telugu,

})

(Vilyarambham, Sanskrit, w§dpm-beginning).
%ﬁ ches of welcome to thd new session
Wydrethen delivered. ;%' /

B James H. Cousing, ¥ice-President of
Kalakshewa,  read.tetters<from Ireland and
Scottind “whamwing the “high influence that
was being spread by Srimati Rukmini Devi
on her tour in the West. In welcoming
the students and teachers to the new
year and the new premises he could not,
he said, do better than remind them of her
ideals for both the Besant Theosophical
School and the Kalakshetra. in terse easily
remembered sentences she had expressed
the intimate relationship between the two
institutions, and at the same time had set
out the essential principles of true education.
Until beauty and creative art were made an
essential part of daily education, there could

be no real reformation in education such as

everyone felt to be necessary but few
realised as regards fundamentals.  The mind
was not everything. Hence Srimati Rukmini
Devi had set down the epigram: *No
education without Art,” and hence Art in¥
some form was part of the daily study of the
School. From the other point of view, un-
less the intelligence was developed, as well
as skill and the sense of beauty, they might
bring out so-called artists who were only
cranks or freaks. To technique must be
added knowledge of the history and achieve-
ments of the Arts and of the principles
governing them. Hence the companion
epigram : * No Art without education.”” Dr.
Cousins reterred to two events of naciongl
importance which had taken place since their
last opening meeting, The death of Mahatma
Gandhi had stirred the nation to the depths.
and he felt that, though it was late in the:
day, they would wish to express their sorrow
at the event. The other event was the
elevation of their fellow-South-Indian to the
highest office of the new State in India. He
referred to Sri C. Rajagopalachariar, His
Excellency the first Indian Governor-General.
Both resolutions were passed. Vidwan Tiger
Varadachari invoked the blessings of Sri
Saraswati on all for the new year. Of all
learning, the Arts were the most essential of
human progress. Music, properly understood
and expressed, could not only open the gate
to human happiness in the material world but
also be a master-key to heavenly experiences
of the highest order. Sri Krishnaratnam,
Head Master of the Besant Theosophical
School, also spoke.

The proceedings opened with Saraswati
puja, and closed with the singing by all
the song * Devi Vasanta.” .

¥ M

~ Let the old antagonisms die. Lel
your country be the greater for the
religious differences. Let the common
welfare of the Nation be the care of

& every religion. Do not let your shig

of nationality be shipwrecked on the
rocks of religious hatred and religious
suspicion. |

—ANNIE BESAN]

AUGUST 1948



TOMORROW

The sun shall shine in ages yet to be,
The musing moon illumine pastures dim,
And afterward a new nativity

For all who slept the dreamless interim.

The starry brocade of the summer night

Is linked to us as part of our estate ;

And every bee that wings its sidelong tlight
Assurance of a sweeter, fairer fate. . . .

When you return, the youngest of the seers,
Released from fetters of ancestral pose,
There will be beauty waiting down the years,
Revisions of the ruby and the rose.

NATHALIA CRANE (at ten).

& Crow's Nest

By ames H. Cousins .
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The Crow'’s Nest .

HE Jjune number of * Theosophy in
Action,” just received, says of Srimati
Rukmini Devi's tour: * Everywhere she has
so far visited the reports are full of enthusiasm

;for her talks, and the particular note she

sounds. She brings with her some very
remarkable films of the Indian educational
woark in which she is so much interested, and
when showing these, she illustrates the
traditional Indian dances in which she herself
se particularly excels. Always she brings
with her direct contact with the world of
beauty, which is the world of the real, but
each time she comes she has learned more
about revealing that world to others. All
that she stands for is now made far more
easily acceptable to her audiences.” Her
stopping-places were, Geneva, Paris, London,
Cardiff, Dublin, Belfast, Edinburgh, Lendon
again, Huizen (Holland), Brussels.

In our July issue we published an announce-
ment by a correspondent about a per-
formance of Bharata Natya by Srimati
Rukmini Devi in London on July 14. Word
has just reached us reporting that the event

)S a great success.

e India League was so good that the

Pancras Hall was packed, and many had

The organization of

to be refused admission. Countess Mount-
batten” presided. Mr. and Mrs. Alex. Elmore
old collaborators in the first years of Kala-
kshetra, looked after the stage management
and floral decorations. Mrs. Sundaram gave
the musical touch of India on the vina. The
hall is described as ‘ beautiful and with
perfect acoustics.” The musica} accompani.
ment for the dance was provided by * sound
tracks " made at Adyar. Although this did
not give the personal effect of the living
musicians, Srimati Rukmini Devi was able to
evoke the atmosphere of India, and aroused
an enthusiastic response from a large and
intelligent audience by her superb rendering
of the tradk‘.ional South Indian dance, '
» ”»

r‘v YRS ? \% ,/“
{ >
I 7

The following greeting was sent by Srimati -

Rukmini Devi for the opening of the second
year of the Arundale Montessori Training
Centre at Adyar.

| am very happy, though from a great
distance, to bid welcome to all the students
and staff of the Arundale Montessori Training
Centre, and ta wish your new year's work
every success. | am with you all on this
great day of the opening ‘of the Centre's
work. | wish | was with you physically as well,
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_ This is the secand year of the birth of this
institution, and year by year there is much to
do to build it up to a level of both physical
and spiritual well-being.

I am happy in the knowledge that you
have Sri C. §. Trilokekar as your Principal, for
he truly understands the great ideal of
Teachership, and has all the necessary
experience of leading and serving in other
institutions under the guidance and inspiration
of such great educationists as Dr. Besant
and Dr. Arundale. Now he works with a
most wonderful woman, Dr. Montessori,
yvhose vision of the child and real education
is in such harmony with those of Dr. Besant
and Dr. Arundale. We are so fortunate in
having her with us, and may | add Mr. Mario
Montessori too.

What better can | wish on this occasion
than to say that | pray that even one or two
could find their own genius, which will be a
living flame for the future generations, as
hers is today ? The world does not know how
much it owes to her who is the very embodi-
ment of the soul of the child. She has come
in the very year of India’s freedom, and we
are grateful to her for helping us to begin
rightly. But while she helps us, every one
of us, teachers, pupils and staff, must feel
that we are helping her, and that together
we do this uphill task of pioneer work.

Perhaps there are difficulties, and | assure
you there have been many almost insur-

o but it is worth it when we

E/}e ! N ia,bnew and free ; and in

. t’.y""smg‘e by teachers who are

N ired by the ide % eir profession ; when

5 /we“seeo fN:v;t Indi M\Wg with true spirit-
uality ulture, o ce

{ saming, & and of under-

So let us all work todether for this great
mission, and to th ‘;er,d | send each one

f you my best wishies ahd greetings.
—RUKMINI DEVI

ST

Visitors to Kalakshetra have been un-
usually numerous in the first month of its new
year, which opened on Jjune 24. Ofticers
from New Delhi, on their tours, appeaf t©
make it a point to look in. They alsa come
in groups. Mr. Mackenzie, United Kingdom
Trade Commissioner, and Mrs. Mackenzie
were so impressed on a personal call, that -
they brought a number of British and
American friends to the first art-evening of
July 15. At the end of an hour and 2 h?”
of exquisite Bharatanatya by the two seniof .
pupils, Sarada and Lalita, now on the teach-
ing staff, an apology for keeping them to®
long brought the retort: ‘‘Next time we
come we should lke a four-hour pro
gramme.” A group of 20 military teachers i
training spent the afternoon of July 29 seeing
over the classes at work-..vina, violin, singing:
Kathakali, Bharata Natya. In an interval,
I told them of the origin and ideals of the
Kalakshetra, as given out by Srimati Rukmint
Devi. It appeared to open up new under-
standing of the place of the Arts in Educa-
tion. This was followed by a short programme .
of Natya (Dance), showing the stages ©
progress from the rudimentary, through the
intermediate to the finished, which they had
seen under instruction in the classes.
concluding item was a tilana (a piece Qf' rny-
thm) by Sarada and Lalita. The visitors:
junior officers, most of whom had seen war
service, and are now in training as teachers
of the rank and file, were much interested I
the artistic joy of the students. Their officer
expressed thanks for what they had learn®
of art-education, and invited Kalakshetra
to pay them a return visit to their schoo
in Madras Fort. In such ways knowledge -
of the great work, of which Srimati R'Ukm","
Devi is the inspiration and direction. s
spread.

JAMES H. COUSINS

N ——————

> *
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Beauty In Life

OU must realize that evolution is going
on all the time. If you are at a stage
where you are great and you have achieved

_something, there must be people who are

learning what you learned a few lives ago,
and there are people who have learned
what you are learning now. Such a process
is going on all the time. Otherwise how
will you explain the animal that is not yet
individualized ? There is no such thing as sup-
eriority or inferiority. There is such a.thl.ng
as life that is continually flowing. It is like
a beautiful river that flows out of the hill,
down the valley until it enters the ocean.
It may become narrow in parts, 1t may
become wide in parts, it may become higher
in parts, it may rush over the rocks in aqother
place. Everything has its beauty, and if you
will realize that beauty of life is such that it
fils all things and is related to all things, that
it cannot be compared, cannot even be
dissected—if you can realize that, then you
will also realize that the Masters and the
great people of the world are perhaps where
the great river enters the ocean. Tfar}slate
it in any way you like but do not limit the
beauty of fife. Let your hearts a_nd rnmds
fully enter into the spirit of it. Live in the
light of it and understand it as it really is.
Then | feel that all things will become far
mora interesting, far more beautiful, and
people will be far happier in the world.

By RUKMINI DEVI

These are idealistic points. They may not
be entirely practical to some pecple, but my
idea is that to be practical you must be
beautiful. If you love beauty you inspire
others, and it you give beauty you give what
every one asks of life. That life you cannot
give. Culture is the thing that has made
civilization live. No civilization can be great
without culture and no one can be great
without beauty. Life is beautiful. It is only
a matter of how you see life. ltisonlya
matter of how you understand. My thoughts
nearly always go along this line. If people
can give that idealism to the world, and if
they can take it to their fashionable surround-
ings or to their dreary surroundings, if they
will get that pure and true living in them-
selves, they will be true to themselves,
unafraid of any challenge. standing alone
and not knowing it. If you can be part
of every person in the world, if you can
understand everyone, then you will find that
unconsciously you are helping even the
people who disagree with you. They will
simply say: ‘“ There is something about that
person that inspires me . There is nothing
greater in flife than inspiration. If you can
inspire people you are really fulfilling your
life, and the full living of life is the final
merging of our beings into the vast oceen
of Beauty (1935).

——————

Historically viewed.

of Art lies in detachment, in sequestering

it has been the office of Art to educate the perception of
beauty. We are immersed in beauty, but our eyes have no clear vision .

. . The virtue

one object from the embarrasing variety. Until

one thing comes out from the connection of things, there can be enjoyment, contemplation,

but no thought. . .

exhibited to us as to represent the world. .
Beautiful, we must carry it with us, or we find it not.

Every object has its roots in central nature, and may of course be so
. Though we travel the world over to find the

EMERSON, Essay on“Art
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Food Reform: The Artistic Point of View

IT is a3 curious  fact that while in our

Galleries of Art, we are céntinua”
arrested by studies of fruit, we are seld y
confronted with studies of chops or steéksom

This omission is neith i

| . er accidental nor
Fies'gned. and in endeavouring to discover
n; fetermmlng Cause we must bear in mind
the fact that behind the Art stands the Artist.

I know that ugly pictures have been paint.
ed ; that the music of eroticism fills our ears :
that the drama of licence walks the stage :
that the drab actuyalistic novel is on gou;'
shelves. But these things we do not enter
(n our catalogue of things artistic, | am
speaking of Art from the point of view of
the great souls to whom painting, or music
was a passionate necessity, a sacrament ;
sacrifice of some part of themselves as.in
the case of Keats, of whom it was sa;d that
he gave his heart's blood with every line he
wrote. .In the works of the true Artist, the
undignified, the impure, the unjust, the dis.
cordant, ¢an have no place as such,

When Ggfi said, “Let Us make Man in
Our Image,” He uttered the incantation of
the Ete.rnal Artist, the creative word that is
spoken in the heart of every true Artist when

@ essays to reveal himself. And the true
:Amst cannot tell a lie—for a lig is not artistic
. Bea_uty s Truth, Truth Beauty.” Be his
exterior life ever so repugnant, his revelation
of his true self must be true, If nothing el
demanded it, his self-conceit would %ebse
the revelation of the ugly. Mence heewélrl
eat a chop with his fellows—buyt he will n lt
paint one : it is not artistic. °

In this attitude of the artistic temperament
we have an intuitive apprehension of the

B

By JAMES H. COUSINS

natural morality which is deep-araven in the
hgarps of men. While the :rgst, labouring
W|Fh|n the limitations of his age, may, in
things pertaining to the personal and tran-
:lent, such as eating and drinking, fall away
fom grace; yet, when the personal sub-
sides, and the interior, eternal Ego seeks
expression in Art forms, the Artist turns in-
tstmc}:‘tavely.from the products of the shambles
I'O the fruits of the earth, for behind the one
& injustice, violence, discord, ugliness ; and
in the' other are manifested the beneficent
Operation of order, harmony, beauty. He
:::nnot serve life and death. He holds to
exiluor‘e and despises the other ; and in the
v I.fsnon of a whole segment of the circle ,
: '.I e from the domain of Art we have ’
":P led .the condemnation of carnivorism and
the justification of the Food Reform from
theF artistic point of view.
rom this standpoint the principles of the
;:od Reform lie along the line oprvolutiOﬂ-
© Path of progress is from gross to fine,
arltd the conscious adoption of those pfinc."
z es by the evolving consciousness of the
rtist is inevitable. Now if we apply those
Principles—or rather the inclusive principle
that that which is ethically and morally

, wrong is ineligible for the purposes of the

artistic and beautiful ; if we apply this prin-
ciple to the pictorial Art of tzz);uture? we
shall see that much revision of the subject
?'\atter of the painter must take place.
hus, while the habit of eating mutton and
beef prevails among some people, the growing
consciousness of the Artist will inevitably dis-
iard the study of fat sheep and cattle, for
is qunckeped perception will not be satisfied
to d_eal with his subject *“in situ,” but will sée
behind the suggestion of freadom and peace

89.
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the horrible tragedy of unspeakable slavery
and torture and death to which his bit of
quiet pasture is but a lying epilogue. For
the same reason the Artist will discard studies
of fishing. From his rising altitude of con-
sciousness he will pierce through the gim-
crack halo of many a romance, and he will

" perceive the mean and cowardly deception

that man, in the search for the wherewithal
to satisfy an acquired craving for unnatural
food or a barbarous instinct for ' sport,
has chosen to practise on the unsuspecting
creatures of the deep whom he lures .thh
the promise of food to 2 lingering, painful
death. )

In these, and other respects which I can-
not here detail, Art and the principles of
Food Reform go hand in hand, acting, re-

acting, inter-acting, toward the unfoldment
of the ldeal, the Perfection—

Beauty, the Vision, whereunto

In joy, with pantings from afar,

In sound and odour, form and hue,

In mind and clay, in worm and star,

Now reaching goal, now backward hutled,

Toils the indomitable world.  (Watson).

In the vanguard of food reformers stand
Leonardo da Vinci, the painter of the Last Sup-
per and the Mona Lisa; Shelley, the peerless
poet; Wagner, who spake as never man before
him spake in music.  Artists in the supremest
degree, they endeavoured to fashion their
lives after the eternal principles that under.
lie Food Reform, and their names alone are
a sufficient justification of it from the artistic
point of view. (1905).

HOW FAMOUS NONSENSE AROSE

Edward Lear's books of nonsense appeared
in the middle of last century. Nobody had
thought before of publishing nonsense for
its own sake, but Lear did Nonsense Alpha-
bets, Nonsense Botany, Nonsense Cooking.
Stortes and Songs, to some of: which he
eomposed tunes. It all started more or less
by accident. )

Lear was the youngest of twenty-one
children of a poor Danish family settled in
England. He had to go out and earn a
living as soon as he could .do s0. He had
always liked drawing, and in his teens _he
became a free lance artist. A commission
to draw the animals in Lord Derby’s Zoo led
to two things. Lord Derby and the people :9
met at Knowsley became subscribers to 1;
books of landscape pictures made in Sout
Europe, when he had to go abroad because
of his health. ek

It also led to the famous “ limericks, ~ be-
cause Lear became a great f :
Earl's children. Lear started making funny
drawings and supplying nonsense rhymes

2

avourite with the,

tor them. From the children, the vogue for
Edward Lear spread to the grown-ups, and
finally Lear was persuaded to publish a collee-
tion. lts success led to a second collection.
Everyone talked about Edward Lear.

More and more comic artists got busy.
In England, Teniel joined forces with
Lewis Carroll to make “ Alice in Wonderiand™,
“ Through the Looking Glass "', *“The Hunting
of the Snark” and other books that still
delight grown-ups as well as children,

And the same sort of thing happened in
other countries, especially in Germany. The
limerick has a great vogue in America..
President Woodrow Wilson, oppressed and
saddened by the failure of his efforts to
secure international cooperation, found relief
in quoting the famous limerick by Anthony
Euwer :

As a beauty | am not a star,

There are others more handsome, by far;

But my face—! don't mind it
For | am behind it.
It’s the people in front get the jar.
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Public Responsibility to Social Service

DUBLIC responsibility in social work indi.
| cates the necessity of an understand-
ing of the word “ public , and here we go
into the matter of one’s philosophy of service,
of humanity, of government, as well as the
subject of semantic Social service which keeps
the public in mind and is essentially a demo-
cratic institution and a democratic process.
The public in this particular case means all of
the people. It means the underprivileged as
well as those who are more fortunate in
© material things of life,

The ideal is that there be no under-
priviieged. Thus, the public must work
together collectively to eliminate factors that
bring about this condition by providing
opportunity for employment, good housing,
proper food, and recreation for the child, the
adolescent, and the adult. This job is one
that requires the concentration and coopera-
tion of all of us. Wher one group fails,
others must take over. The need for
attentien to social work has been brought
about by our complex modern living. In the
good old days when there were no motor
cars, radios, factories, etc, each person was
kept occupied with efforts to obtain the bare
necessities of life, by spinning, weaving, tilling
the soil, cooking, etc. Any time left over
might be devoted to some education or
tecreation, both limited in requirements and
accomplishments. With the greater special-
ization of life’s activities we have found it
necessary to employ individuals exclusively as

ankers, manufacturers, retailers, editors,
teachers, and doctors. Now, social workers
are being professionalized and trained to do
the tasks that we individually cannot do our-
selves. It is not an indication of neglect or
disregard for the underprivileged, but is

By STANLEY R. CHARTRAND

rather a continued development of special-
ization in that we realize it is better ta have
people give their entire time to sacial work
as they do to medicine and teaching, news
reporting, manufacturing. The job will thus
be done better and more efficiently.

Public responsibility cannot be emphasized
too much in social welfare work. Social
work in a democracy is a part of the
political philosophy in that it involves all
of the people. '

Among some people social work and
social welfare have an undesirable connotation
of a certain group of people (mostly women)
who seem to be ‘busy-bodies™ trying in
a condescending way to ** uplift the masses’”.
This association of ideas is unfortunate.
The failure to accept public social respon-
sibility is a threat to one's personal welfare,
to a democratic form of government, and
to civilization. For this reason we must
personally or individually get away from
the attitude that social welfare is ~" not for
me”. It is for everyone to the extent that
his time, money and abilities will permit.
All that we need to do, but we must all
do it, is to give of our time and money as
we can.

Conditions seem to indicate that social
welfare wark is handled either by charitable
organizations or by governmental agencies.

Turning to charity, we invariably first con-
sider the philanthropists. Philanthropy must
be demacratic in the sense that contributions
of time and money are to come from both
the wealthy and poor to whatever extent is
possible. Perhaps it would be ideal if we
could depend solely upon contributions to

support social welfare under trained social |

. vention,

"

- Underprivileqed people as 3

1.
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workers ; but this has so far proved indequate
to the whole problem. -
With the Zomplexities of modern living
and, it seems that we will have to admit,
the inadequacy of charity alone, there has
come the necessity of government mtelr-
and thus politics rears its ug z
head in social work. This may .be got:D
or bad, but the point is it is essential that él
some means the underprivileged be provide
or‘ . Ay
| have mentioned that public re;ponsubuht¥
in social work is a matter of philosophy ©
government. It is here that we must ma '?l
Up our minds to what extent government Wi
take over social inequalities. ,
It is said that lawcs1 are made for those who
do not know how to take care of‘ themselves.
In the case of social work we might say th;t
social legislation is made for those who do
not know how to take care of others. There-
ore it is necessary to employ an element :
force in protecting and providing for the
fights of the underprivileged- Howeve‘:,
governmental activity should not be thoug I:
of as a terrible force to be obeyed throug
fear. It should be regarded as Iegallfy c:-
Operating means of management "o tke
¢ommunity. In a democracy we are all stock-
olders and co-directors. . .
If the wealthy insist on retamm% tl:ear
Money, their homes, surplus of food, etf\é
Mithout doing anything for others ml
same community who are allowed to'shee;:
on the streets half naked, hungry and withou
2 chance to better their lot then lft és
Necessary that such inequalities be recti ved.
f the underprivileged rise up and joi hanf s|
to eliminate these inequalities by forceiu
means in order to obtain the govgrqmept
which they run for themselves, then It ¥ sai
that we have Communism, which becomes a
dictatorship of the proletariat. 'H_ov.Jevelr, i
ommunism had only the altruistic ideals ©

enefirin . an, or even the
nefiting the common m whole at the

expense of the individual, then this danger

need not be feared quite so much. However,

too often so-called Communism is the desire
of some one or more leaders to gain personal
power by capitalizing upon the ignorance
and desperate conditions of the poor in
order that these leaders may have political
and, subsequently, economic influence, and
power. Taking advantage of the ignorance
of the masses and gaining their power through
lawlessness and dissension, these leaders
have to prevent those same factors from in
turn destroying them, by ruling with an iron
hand, and with the iron hand of totalitarian
dictatorship to level all classes down to the
lowest of the masses.

Socialism attempts to provide for the
underprivileged by legislation and its enforce-
ment—but at least through legal means.

Pure capitalism has gone out of existence
as the horrible demon it was supposed to
have been. The idea of a group of men
or of corporations gaining economic power
at the expense and complete disregard
of fellow-human beings is certailny not
condoned in any nation that has a semblance
of democracy. Capitalists who have perhaps
been indiscreet in their acquisition of wealth
have wisely not failed to recognize their
public and social responsibility after attain.
ing their wealth. It is the social-minded
capitalists who have enabled civilization to
advance by providing invaluable medical
research centres, universities and colleges
and various community organizations for
the benefit of mankind to an extent that
is not even today possible with many
Governments, and certainly not by the efforts
of the underprivileged masses themselves.
Rockefeller, Carnegie, Rosenwald are U.S,
names comparable to Tata in India.

We cannot wait for a decision on the
political philosophy, however. [t is necessary
that we must act now. Public respon-
sibility must be taken over by each and
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everyone. We must give of our time and
money (as philanthropists to whatever degree
is possible). We must insist upon action
by Government as a cooperative and legally
constituted body which represents the people
working together. Government may per-
haps be the best way to take care of many
inequalities. However its policies and actions
are arrived at with deliberation, we cannot
wait for governmental action. Therefore,
we as the public must work together in our
various voluntary charitable organizatians,
cooperating with the governmental organ-
izations that are already provided.

An example of the necessity for this
action is given in the international family
in the cases of ltaly and France. While
cooperative valuntary charitable orgenizations,
and private individuals sending relief parcels,
were, and are, doing a valuable service,
it has been necessary for the entire US.

Government to provide vital interim aid.
The * freedom trains "~ of relief supplies and -
official Government help are all required.
Thus, the coordination of the various groups
is not to discredit any one group, but to show
how each can be more effective by working
together with all other groups. Co-operation
is of the essence. There are benefits of
competition if utilized in the endeavour to
compete with our previous record so that
we will accomplish more with each week,
manth, and year. '
Our public responsibility must be individ-
ually and collectively taken on for our awn
selfish protection and for the benefit of all
mankind. We have a dual rele in carrying
out that responsibility. First, of doing our
part in the name of charity, and secondly,
of seeing to it that a government of service
does its job, remembering that in a demo-
cracy we, the public, are the Government.

MIMOSA

! blamed my days
That had not hours

Enough

For my demands.
God slowly shaped
Mimosa flowers

Of flutf

With patient hands.

JAMES H. COUSINS
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A New Art-Institute

HE new Institute of Contemporary A_rts

{in London) has got off with a’fl){mg

start, The opening, one February evemr;g:

of its first exhibition of painting and scuip

- ture, Forty Years of Modern Art. A Selectfl'orl

from British Collections, was !uke the cn;s_

night of a new opera in its fively and dis

tinguished attendance. )

h‘g‘5 intentions had bettfer be expressed in
the words of its own manifesto : .

It will gather together and cp-ordmate
the arts of our time and e;tabllsh F) co:t-
mon ground for a progressive moveme e;
It will undertake exhibitions, performanc
and other activities without depending o0
commercial standards. It will enco.uragse
the development of modern te.chm.qtée;
It will establish contacts on 2 wide inter
national basis and become 2 link betw;:g
artists and the public. It will nat con Lle
itself to the ready made, but will e{“aew
?rtists of all kinds to join in search of n

orms of expression. o

Theolnstii)ute will organize loar; exh:.wnl;

tions illustrating the birth, developm

inting an
. and achievements of modern painting

sculpture.  Exhibitions will be extenﬁ:n
to include illustration, mural deco:ial ,
theatrical sets, architectural .lmo re“;_t;
everything which is visual, it wil p:x)es e
systematically planned performa e o
significant works of contemporaryf usic
It will organize the pro_ductlonfo n'ieyté
English and fareign, giving pPre ;;? ce o
plays of merit that would be di lclt il
produce on the ordinary Stagea ctaging,
experiment in choreography and i
and new ballets will be produced. e
arrange readings of contemporary ltgwill
and foreign poetry and'verse.te .
encourage writers t0 co!labora  he
artists in other media. It will organiz

showing of films that have rarely of never |

been seen. It will encourage research and
experiment and provide documentation on
the history and technique of film produe-
tion. It will encourage the development
of art forms suited to broadcasting and
will use it for the diffusion of its aims and
activities. It will try to bring architecture
into closer relationship with the other arts.
Lectures and exhibitions will be arranged.
All the nations and all the arts are to be

brought together under one modernistic

banner in a great forward march which will
take no heed of “ cammercial standards.”
This is a brave programme, and none the
less brave for being produced in Britain to-
da%'he Institute is to acquire premises for-
exhibitions, chamber music concerts, lectures,
etc., to house libraries for all the arts and to
provide its members with the amenities of a

b.

CIuArtists have been much exploited for the
sake of exhibitions in the past ; but the Arts
Council and the British Council have done
much to right this wrong, by paying their
artists a hiring fee and by buying pictures
and sculpture from them for the exhibitions
which they circulate.

How the Institute intends to tackle this
problem will presumably depend to some
extent upon the funds that it can raise.
Meanwhile, it will solve an equally urgent
problem for the artist it it can provice good
premises for the exhibition of his work. Mixed
exhibitions are held annually in England by a
number of well-established societies. But of
these only the Royal Academy draws a pro-
fitable public ; and in the Royal Academy the
occasional work of art with real vitality which
has managed to pass the selection committee
is apt to look out of place.

PHILIP HENDRY in Britain Today

(Condensed).
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The Advance Of Womanhood

l:OLLOW(NG a strong protest by the

All-India Women's Conference—which,
by the way, began its work from Adyar,
like other good causes-.-against the exclusion
of women from recruitment to the Indian
Administrative and Police Services, the Gav-
ernment of India have turned the taces of the
Dominion Ministry of Home Affairs towards
the future in the following communique

* The Government of India have reviewed
the question of admissibility of women for
appointment to public services under them,
particularly the Indian Administrative Service
and the Indian Police Service, and have
come to the conclusion that discrimination
wherever it exists in the matter of employ-
ment in public services based merely on
sex can no longer be maintained. It has,
therefore, been decided that women will
not be ineligivle merely by reason of sex
tor any public service, including the Indian
Administrative Service and the Indian Police
Service, and that the claims of women can-
didates who possess the prescribed qualifica-
tions will, as in the case of men, be con-
sidered solely with reference to their merit
arrd suitability for the service concerned.

In order to enable women to avail them-
selves of the opportunity provided by this
announcement, the time-limit for submission
of applications by women candidates for
appointment to the Indian Administrative
Service and the Indian Police Service under
the emergency recruitment scheme has been
extended. The Secretary, Special Recruit-
ment Board, will receive applications from
women candidates up to August 1, 1948

* * *

At a Conference of American Republics at
Bogota, the capital of the Republic of Colom-
bia, South America, from March 30 to May
2, only four women delegates had been sent
as against a hundred men.
Rupublics were represented. The United States
refused to send a woman. A sub-commission
was appointed to consider the Equal Rights
Treaty which had been tabled by the World
Women's Party, the centre of which is at
Washington. Proceedings were interrupted
by the civil war that broke out on April 9,
almost like a scheduled argument in favour
of at least equality of opportunity for women
in the affairs of life. At the end of the
Conference two Treaties on the rights of
women were approved by the plenary session
of the Conference. These are as follows:

“The high contracting parties agree that =
the right to vote and to hold national office

shall not be denied or restricted on account
of sex,”

“The American states agree to grant to
women the same civil rights which men
enjoy.”’

The Treaty on political rights for women
was signed by 16 out of the 21 American
Republics;: § did not vote for various local
reasons. The Treaty on civil rights for
women was signed by all of the 21 Republics
except the United States. Thus ended a 20
year agitation for an Equal Rights Treaty for
Women by the National Women's Party of
the United States. In 1928 not a single
official delegate supported the Treaty, or
spoke in its favour. But persistence, idealism
and sacrifice have made a difference in mascu-
line thought.

Twenty-one “

”

895
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A Worth-Whﬂe Book

THE HUMAN DUALITY

wH"-E the larger proportion of youth

in the western world were wgfkuruig
“through  what appeared to be a crisis

human affairs in 1914'19?8' 2 sm:\:‘aetl;h?:gt
not fess important, proportion Were Among

and pondering over the situation- .
the lgtter wa? a young man who found h“?ﬂ
self in 1914 in an enemy-alien mte‘;nme
€amp in England with time of his han s.t "
& was an observer and student by na '::er:
this captive German Jew, af’d_ S{Jec'a”y " )to
ested in art. But the inartistic mess ‘l?a
which the boasted civilisation of Eurwee )
got itself, started him on the adventufhow
trying to find out what was wrong, a?h'le he
it might be remedied, and after a W Ider-
decided that what was wrang was mlsuntions
Standing of one another among ‘h? e ess
based on a false assumption of §ep°ra§2hat
i human life and its refationships, anff Ise
the remedy lay in the overcoming © foarce
Separations by making it clear, as aaction
in human thought and consequent tate d
at the apparent antitheses, or l{rehel :
Oppositions, in life were really mutuaty ni?t)
ful tendencies in what Was essentially a unity
under its surface distinctions.”
Herr Paul Cohen-Portheim —that f:a:::
hame of this inquisitive victim of wer xperi-
to this decision through Spmwafgt;? eoF:-: to
Ments with fellow-captives that le m‘shads.
the study of Theosophy 2nd the Up ag'(1914
The result of his four years T esear® into 2
to 1918) Mr. Cohen-Portheim pu%h' was
book, *‘The Message of Asia - d 'tsonce
published in Germany in 1920, an atation
won for its author a continental re%ﬁ{ s ©
which called from him other stu"'g sed
critical and creative observation but 2. aad to
on the philosophy which he had attain

i his internment.

«The Message of Asia’™ was afterwards
translated into English, and published by
Messrs. Duckworth of London.

it is the business of youth”, says
Mr. Cohen-Portheim, to attack the status quo,
and the business of age to maintain and
defend it. If it were possible for age to
achieve a complete victory, progress, and
life itself, would be at an end. If it were
possible for youth, it would mean the begin-
ning of a new, entirely contingent and chaotic
warld. Actually neither wins outright ; the
victory remains with evolution,

There is, according to Mr, Cohen-Portheim,
a similar mutuality between Male and Female
as between Youth and Age. This is obvious
in the physical aspects of sex. But our
author is not interested in the obvious. He
is concerned with the less obvious, but not
less essential and important, matter of the
relationships of qualities that are usually:
placed in antithesis to one another ; intellect,
for example, as a masculine quality, ane»
intuition as a feminine quality.

Jt was over-emphasis on the masculing:
characteristic of force that led, according ter}
our author, to the war of 1914,  Let ygi
remember,” he says, ‘‘ that our civilisatio
which is predominantly if not completeid
man-fade, has plunged humanity into the
greatest and most tragic of catastrophas. %
And we are to remember this * before’!
we put Woman in her place with a lofty .
gesture " In ather \'NOFC!S, he sagaciously
anticipated the then imminent liberation of
woman in Europe from the serfdom in which
man had placed her into the free service of
humanity in her own place and way, a libera-
tion which has not yet exerted its full bene-
ficence on man-made civilisation.

LHC
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Some Ever-Youngs

ERDI, the ltalian composer, composed
his world-famous opera,  Falstaff
at eighty.
Titian, the ltalian painter, painted some of
his freshest masterpieces in his old age.
Claude Monet, the last of the French
Impressionists, worked on his famous can-
vases until his death well over eighty.

George Santayana, for a long time Professor
of Philosophy in the United States, is now,
in his retirement in Rome, at 84, turning

out some of his most vigorous intellectual
work.

Vaughan Williams, the English composer,
completed on his seventy-fifth birthday in
birthday in November 1947 his Sixth Sym-
phony, described in *Britain To-day ' as
“ powerful in manner . . . the product of a
strong emational experience . . . the com-
poser’'s reaction to the circumstances of his
day . . . one of the most markedly original
and beautiful pieces of music composed
in out time.” ‘

Walter de la Mare, the English poet, was
recently the subject of a tribute from a
large number of eminent people on his
seventy-fifth birthday. He has led “a
secluded life. He has accepted no honours,
proclaimed no political views . . . His speech
is music, and full of fine shades of meaning
ond of sound, of pause and return, of
delicate question,” says Sir J. C. Squire

.in %’@)ﬁ» goet's work.

e are many who are
ir C. P. Ramaswami
rama Sastri, for

ties there is Sir
schemes for in-

sefample. But in th
. Visveswarp lyer, b

igndly talk.”
.Jc:ﬁctij ta |

dustrialising India, and Protessor D. K. Karve
in the nineties, held in reverent memory by
his creation of the Indian Women's University.

Bernard Shaw is continuing his long series

of brilliant dramas at ninety-two, on a vege- >

tarian diet.

Nearer home, the seventy-fifth anniversary
of the birth of Dr. James H. Cousins was
warmly celebrated in the Kalakshetra new
dance hall at Adyar on July 22. Of
him a writer, K. S., the initials of a well-
known Professor of English Literature, says
in the " weekly magazine, * Swatantra’ :
“Dr. James H. Cousins, who is seventy-five
this week, has spent the latter half of his
life in our midst; his presence here being
one of the greatest and most precious of
Dr. Annie Besant’s many great and precious
gifts to her adopted motherland. . . The
source of his illumination is from within and
not from without. . . He is not merely an
exponent, he is our one living example, of
the aesthetic ideal which views all pain and
joy, all success and failure, on€’s own as well
as others’, under the aspect of eternity. . .
It would be a mistake to set down Dr. Cousina
as an Irish or English or Indian, or.even a
twentieth century poet, for beyond era and
location and language he has long looked on
all myth and scripture, on every sincere and
significant word, act and movement, as
‘ eternally contemporaneous.” In a long and
impressive  succession of prose works
Dr. Cousins has pleaded for the due recogni-
tion of the uses of art in education and in
practical life generally. . .  When all life
becomes art, and ali art becomes life, then
and then only will ‘God and man hold

-
e Y

3

£~ s, OF THE REGISTp SO
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~

not from truth, swerve nof
‘Dharma, swerve not from pru
__M,ynce’, self-protection and the path o
worldly prosperity.

May we be supported and cherish
, ed, and may we obtain sustenance iz
comradeship, and be full of courage
may our studies be fruitful, and may

there be no mutual envy.

Taittiriya Upanishad

SEPTEMBER 1948



: “Hindu art, Hindu philosophy, Hindu speculation, and Hindu
SC'e.n Ce.‘ have been distinguished by three traits. The first of these is the
Un:hncleg daring and courage in the realms of abstract speculation
and philosophy.  The second is the spirit of tolerance towards all modes
of' approach to the solution of the world’s problems, and towards all
fauths and other cultures. . . Lastly, there is in this culture a sense of
the pervasive immanence of the Divine, a sense of the cyclic progress
of the universe developing in its evolution many races, many ideals,
mény disillusionments, and many yearﬁings and aspirations, but always
ultimately reaching out towards the Infinite, the One. The world

needs and cannot ignore such a culture.”

SIR C. P. RAMASWAMI AIYAR, Hindu Culture
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The Crow’s Nest ‘

WITH the millions of the people of India we

joined in the celebration, on August
15, of the first anniversary of her freedom
s from foreign domination. We do not forget
'the heart.breaking events of the year. We
particularly deplore the falling away from the
teachings of Mahatma Gandhi, the apostle of
non-violence, when sectarian passions were
aroused. But we regard such outbreaks
(and history is red with them in other parts
of the world) as phases of the lowly origin
of humanity on the physical and lower mental
and emotional sides of its nature which are
at times brought to climaxes in order to
stimulate men and women of a higher stage
of evolution to work for the removal of the
sources of antagonism. We earnestly hope
that when the second anniversary comes
round, India will have moved beyond the
present anxieties that have come to it out of
the past, and that the world in general will
have turned the corner towards a sane,
peaceful and happy life. :
* Too. »
The following report of our Bditor's part in
the Convention of The Theosophical Society
in Belgium on July 3 ‘and 4, will give an idee

. -

of her activities abroad. It is t k .
thanks, from the Augu aken, with
Theosophist. ugust number of The

The Belgian Convention was privi
receive in Brussels Srimati Rgl:::!:igeg:\?
Arundale. The Convention was thus arti'
cularly a success, Rukmini Devi hgvin-
accepted the Presidency of Honour He?'
very c_harged programme was the folléwin :
On Friday evening, in the Studio of M Hastg' '
she addressed the Educators and the Arti;:;
upen fArt as Yc";ga ". On Saturday afternoon
a public lecture in our Headquarters, absolytel
crowdgd, had for title : * The Etern'a! Mes: o
of India to the New world . In the sve o
she e>.(p!ained and showed to member: |:g,
splendud coloured film where we admired ther
views of Besant Schocl, Arundasle Montes i
Training Cgr:ntre and Kalakshetra, On Sumsio”
4th, l?ukmlm' opened officially the Conventi;y
by a'talk upon ‘ What is New Theosoph ?r}
In the evening a friendly meeting wghyt'
gathered all the members around her a::
Mr. J. E. van Dissel, General Secretary of th
Ti)eosophxcal Society in Europe, Mme .
Dissel, delegate of the Dutch Section ;/ag
Mlle, Pascaline Mallet, delegate of trI:e
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French Section and Assistant Secretary of
the European Federation.”
* * *

A recent number of «“ The Atlantic Month.
ly” contained a thought-provoking article
on ““The Rivalry of Nations '’ by the well-
known publicist, Walter Lippmann. Two
world wars, he reminds us, have been won.
But have they? He answers his own ques-
ton: ~“We have won both wars. But on
the crucial issue cur diplomacy has always
miscarried, It has been unable to prevent
war or to'aveid war." He gives a list of
attempts towards peace since the first world-
war, 1914-1918. These include the Covenant
f Nations, the Kellog Pact to
esident  Roosevelt’s Four
Since these
ations Organiza-
(s, and threatens

© pe still worse. A

S {Mr. Lippmann approp@Ra} the situation

A D fealistically.”” He ac ptsjjthe rivalry of
ions as an inevitablg

acPhdition of life ;
recognizing this #sca/permanent fact
uld use all

fopfs to keep such
) & Belinds by establishing
miuente to regulate it and a
& in the world to check
it. The alternative to this, he says, is
another war which ““would be savage,
universal and indecisive.” The word * sav.
age " gives the measure of civilization that
large masses of humanity have reached.
" Universal ” is too large : earth happily
does not include even the solar system, ‘|In.
decisive " is the crucial disturbing word,

The prophecy of war and more war, if the
old-fashioned conjuring tricks of diplomacy
are not played on the international platform, is
not exactly inspiring to efforts towards peace,
if Mr. Lippmann's prophetic mantle is straight
on his shoulders. But the question of primary
interest to the young citizens of India is,
Are his premises of perpetual physical rivalry

s

between nations unquestionable ? It is un-
deniable that certain apparently contrary
conditions of life are at present inescapable.

The problem for humanity appears to be
the finding of some way of life that will
allow the apparently antagonistic elements
in it to operate, not as enemies, but in the
"' co-operative antagonism "' of life and form,
contraction that would be non-existent with-
out expansion, expansion that is dependent
on contraction for its identity and strength.

Faced with the disturbed and seemingly
hopeless conditions of human life, the ques-
tion is being asked by young and old all over
the world (a very small minority of thinkers).
Is there no way of getting human beings
to live together in a human manner? We
believe there is—in this way.

The direction and quality of life in the
future is chiefly influenced by education. The
speed and depth of the influence is gene-

rated by local and contemporaneous circum-

stances, Mussolini created Fascism out.Of
the children of Italy. Hitler created Nazusrp
by educating the youth of Germany in ambi-
tion, hatred and cruelty. Both succeeded—
and both failed. Their success was due to
the influence of the educational process,
which c¢an be directed towards evil or good.
Their failure was due to the wrong purpose
and method of their education ; its purQOS?
being that of national narrowness and pride;
its method being that of inconsiderateness
for others, destruction and murder. While
this spirit is in humanity there is no chance
of peace. ‘* A lasting peace " can orly come
out of the reverse purpose and method; the

purpose of inclusiveness and selflessness, the .

method of mutual appreciation and mutu2
service,

. . s,
How such inclusiveness and selflessness

- : be
such appreciation and service, are to

developed in the feelings and 'thO}lgl}ft‘ ‘::
humanity, and cerried into_ection in fi ?éot
the problem of problems. The First Object.

»~ -
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of The Theosophical Society (universal kinship
without distinction of any kind) has to an ex-
tent been influential towards the idea of
unity. It has seen resolutions passed by
various governmental bodies, am_i particularly
by the United Nations Organization, and
later by the 21 American republics declaring

~equality between men and women in the
affairs of life. But today we see racial
enmity at full pitch in the southern States of
North America, and the segregation of the
Negro by a * Klan " that professes to follow
Jesus Christ |

Why is this so? Because, at its present
stage on the circle of evolution, h'tfmanét_y
in general is still in the category 9\‘ cardi-
dates for humanjty,” as an ancient Indian
scripture put it, and responds morehreadlly
to appeals to the lower nature than t_c')‘
the higher. Semi-developed humanity wi
listen to precept, and turn away to morﬁ
immediate interests than truth; it will yva}t,c”
example, and smile at it as at a music- ad
number. The fact is that both precept and
example enter the mind from wnthogti‘an_"
are therefore suspect. Only that whic W|d
effectively and lastingly influence. sha_phe an
stimulate general action is that whic ce;r;
fihnd some way to colour and direct thoug
and feeling from within, from whth.actnct:fl'j
may emerge under the illusion that it is se
initiated and free. Only early and contmugusl
education can perform this p.sychologaca
operation, and it can only do it whzr) art:
and crafts are as essentna_l in its studies a
mother-tongue and calculation.

An ‘instance of the power of the pracc:ltxce
of arts and crafts in overcoming evil tenden-
cies in the young may perhaps bring morte
conviction than much abstract .argugnetn.
When the writer was in the United Sta ?:
some years ago he read the published ;25;
of three years work in a centre for res i 3
back-street boys from a hereditary cruav !
career, Boys of good character acted-a
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decoys to the others and drew them into
a place where they could have great fun
breaking and making things. Before long
an increasing number were immersed in use-
ful and profitable crafts to which beauty was
added in decoration. The report stated that
in the three years the record of the world's

worst area of juvenile delinquency had been
reduced by 80 per cent.

This is the curative service of arts and crafts ;
and what could thus be done to predatory
individuals could also be done to predatory
communities, nations and races. But 3t is not
necessary to have delinquents reared in order
that they be cured. That which cures can
also prevent. From the earliest years the
child should have all opportunity to express
the creative impulse and the love of beauyti-
ful things that are inherent in all normal
children,  When these are established in the
child-nature, the subsequent youth and adult
will possess a natural immunity to the evil
infections that surround them today from
the exploitation of sensuality and sentiment-
alism for mere profit-making in spurious
entertainments. And this creative and
aesthetical immunising  will preserve them
also from the destructiveness and ugliness of
artificial national separations that lead to
unbalanced excitements, infringements  of
peace, and ultimately to warfare. This way
out of the false antagonisms of the pairs of
opposites did not occur to Mr. Lippmann,
and rarely if ever dawns on western leaders
of external life. Happily there are those in
India who preserve the idealistic attitude to
art and life. They see the inner unity that
holds together the external diversity ; and to
them the future of the race belongs. For,
as a Upanishad puts it (as translated) : ** They
who see but One in all the changing mani-
foldness of this universe, unto them belongs
eternal Truth, unto none else, unto none
else.”

JAMES H. COUSIN
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Indian Ideals of Art!

'l'HE speaker began by explaining the

purpose and ideals of Kalakshetra, the
organization started by her in order to revive
the Indian Dance. She had started to learn
the Indian dance in 1935, but had no idea
then that it would be her work of a lifetime
and would express her spiritual ideals. Kafa.
kshetra means literally, Temple of Arts, and
must not be confused with the Kurukshetra
of the Bhagavad Gita. She received much
help from Dr. Arundale in the founding of
this mavement, in fact, the Objects of Kala-
kshetra were written by him.

- Art has been emphasised in The Theosoph-
ical Society for some time, in one form or
another. Dr. Cousins, among others, has
done much work along these lines, also
Eleanor and Kathleen Elder. Mr. Jinarajadasa
also, has always been very keen on an art
movement.

The Indian Dance had been almost fost,
and in fact, India was culturally dying, there-
fore this work of Kalakshetra was very neces-
sary. Tagore had started such a movement,
and it still goes on. The Indian dance is
not just dancing, but is a spiritual expression,
the expression of life in form.

These ideals have now so far spread that
there are at the present time sixty schools
of dancing in Madras alone, where formerly
there were none, India had been much in-
fluenced by Western art, but unfortunately,
it was the worst side of Western art that

had come so much into Indian life.

In the West, art is beautifully displayed,
but there is 5 great danger in this, for even
evil is beautifully displayed. The true essence
of art is Spirit, It is Spirit that counts, not
merely the outward display.

! Summary of a Public Lecture given in Besant
Hall, London.

By RUKMINI DEVI

When she started her movement the
speaker had to explain all this just as much
in India as here, for India had lost so much.
Indian intellectuals, however, did not always
agree with these ideals, as they were so fond
of copying the Western intelligentsia ; this
Seemed to be the fashionable thing to do, but
the speaker preferred to be unfashionable.

In trying to understood the details of the
art, and the music—for music is the very
soul of Man__the speaker found that the
spiritual books illustrated what she had her-
self experienced. Sanskrit slokas written
5,000 years ago were now proved by the
dance.

To be an artist one must have dedication ;
live a pure and a clean life. Artists think
genius is a great excuse for temperament ;
but temperament is not a mere expression
of emotions, but of samething deeper. Art
can express the very highest; for the con-
sciousness ‘of that which is spiritual and
eternal can be expressed in art-—sound that
transcends sound, movement that tran:
scends movements. This is a very great ideal,
and will result in. bringing about a great inter-
nationalism, for art transcends all national
barriers. In the realm of beauty one forgets
differences, one realises how foolish these are.

Art is international, even while it keeps its
own national expressions. One may have
an Indian Art, or an English Art, but it is stil
international. One may compare the atmos-
phere of a Hindu Temple and a Christiar
Church—each has its own unique atmas-
phere, but one realises that there is a com:
mon unity behind them.

As a result of visiting an Indian Templ
whose presiding Deity is Nataraja, Dr. Arundali
had started his book on Symbolic Yoge. Th
spesker would like to carry on this work ¢
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Symbolic Yoga and take it into the world
of art. .
Different atmospheres do not rm);. Eo':
instance, the atmosphere of the Te’mp e m; r
its singing, Vedic chanting, and a:1 its © her
characteristics, would not mix with the ai;m .
phere of a Western Church. Ithwozn:hurr\:h
do to bring choirboys from suc af -hureh
and transpiant them into a Temp(e’;l 9 2ch
has its own unique atmosphere. This fapp es
to the realm of art which is g.world © g:ﬁ’ 5
variety ; from the artistic paint of ‘s(lew,does
f°"ﬂity is very dull. Internationa |srnf Joes
not mean removing the uniqueness © i
nation; on the contrary, beauty s umve:haé
but is expressed in ditferent fornt\s, :Oform
we get beauty expressed in West;ut .
beauty expressed ifn Indian form, y
ressed in Chinese form. -
i W: dszoSI:d all work for culture angi refm:o
ment; and there will be less war if “c';/ed
this, for ugliness will gradually be rem ved,
and this means uglinesses of characte
well as the more obvious uglinesses. hown in
There has bedn a great interest s o‘;”:he
Kalakshetra from many different parts o! .
world, and there have been many vusn;re.
Christians, Chinese, etc. who have come,

and have written in appreciation of the work.
John Gielgud was one of these visitors, and
he had shown an intfui;we understar:dmg and
reciation of the movement.
gr?ta itszp’g)ood thing to know that the Govern.
ment of India is now starting cu{tural work
for the revival of Indian art. Indian culture
is age-old, but it is an eternal ideal, an
ideal for the whole world, an ideal with no
nationality, or rather, with every patlonahty..
Srimati Rukmini Devi ended with a beagt..
ful demonstration of some of the Indian
dance movements, showing_ how they sym-
bolise every type of emotion, both human
and divine. She explained the meaning of
many of the positions of the limbs in the
statue of Nataraja, now happily familiar to
English audiences, and also showed how
every finger, used in certain ways, conveys
a different meaning, the facial expression,
and the movement of the eyes adding to the
whole. No description could do justice to
the grace, expressiveness and beauty of the
dancer, whose performance gave great de-
light to all.

Notes and Nows
(Theosaphical Society in Britain)

History proper is the history of thought ;
There are no mere events in history.

R. G. COLLINGWOOD
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Education—a Design for Living

DLANN!NG for education is in reality

planning for life. For education can
only be evaluated and translated in terms of
everyday life. Thus, education is training far
the art of living, how to blend personal
characteristics into a social pattern, how to
digest the individual into the group.

In a way, while education itself has become
more complicated because of the complex
nature of present-day society, the basic prin-
ciples have become simpler, because more
crystallised. New education, which stressed
the personality of the pupil rather than the
quantity of the stuff he or she gulped down,
is today part of an accepted idea. Education
Mmust also mean training in social living and
human refationships,

Flowing from this basic approach will come
the abolition of the class bias of present edu-
cation. Education is planned and intended
today mainly in terms of the middle classes.

ertain sciences, such as the social, moral
and home, should be taught to all. For such
an education will give the growing people an
insight into the main forces of our social

structure, its inherent weakness and how it
can be overcome,

By KAMALADEVI

Education is today designed for jobs and
not for the art of living. Therefore women
are not in the picture at all. Even our
mixed institutions are today not really co-edu-
cational in the real sense of the term. To
make them truly representative of the society
we aim at, women must be allowed to share
in all fields and aspects of teaching and
administration. For education would be the
most powerful factor in doing away with the
Present “‘not so adult " status assigned to
the women, from which emanate outmoded,
meaningless and harmfy) customs such as
purdah’ and such other victimisations. All
types of training should be equally open to
women and to men. Then alone can women
take full advantage of the facilities apen to
students in this country and make their pro-
per contribution in the approach to and
hopeful solution of larger world affairs.

To restrict training in the basic events of
life to a single sex as though it were divorced
from the other, is to restrict its growth. Life
's like & double-harnessed chariot where both
have to pull together intelligently and in the
same direction if society is to progress har-
moniously.

*“ Roshni ”  (Condensed).

The child is father of the man.

WORDSWORTH
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Kalakshetra—Adyar

R s ke bus o tov
rising enough to '

to Adya;:, to gee the fine library ?_r’:d bs?f-.'iﬁ:
grounds and shrines of the ! eo ffrther
Society there, now have usuag 1”5 her
goal to pursue, the temple of thz ts and
Crafts over the road. Here tt Zs nd 2
busy hive of workers angi de_vo Ticit’y
the ashrama life in a beautiful simplicity.

Shrimati Rukmini Devi h.as Cre::fe::t ':ce::
something urique and precious, pthe young
rare degree in its results on d to be
students who enter. [t is des'gn;tes inspira-
international in scope, but draWia naturally
tion mainly from Indian sources, |a ical forms
works first through the Indian ¢ assbe world-
of art. But it may well prove todedication
wide in its results, for it '?arks g red broadest
of art to religion in its.h|ghest anthe Higher
sense— not ta any religion, but to here, even
Self of Man and Nature. Everyw stitu;ed to
in India herself, art has been p?t Shrimati
commercialism and open "'?e'.t uet jeaves
Rukmini Devi purifies and exa “b' 't)t(hrobbing
it not cold and unattractive, bu with pure
with life and innocent charm, warm

evotion.

By HELEN VEALE

To return to Kalakshetra as it appears to
a visitor, noble trees everywhere shade rustic
cottages whence come strains of veena and
other instruments, and voices raised in song ;
but most interesting of all are the halls de-
voted to the practice of dancing. During
their years of tuition in Bharata Natya and
Kathakali the girls unfold a rare type of
spiritual beauty, inseparable from their joy
in their art. Two senior pupils, who are at
the end of their course, dancing together
with unerring precision and grace, seem h'lge
jewels in a perfect setting. The I'Tnghly intri-
cate mavements lack nothing of vigour even
in the heat of Madras, but one is ;on:scious
of no strain—only of joy in self-expression,

Pupils of Kalakshetra stay for four years to
take the full course, and are ec'!ucated not
only in music and dancing, but in the l.!sual
literary subjects, English !anguage an'd.hter-
ature and efocution. Certainly, the finished
products seem highly poli;hed young _peoplg,
with poise and seif-confidence. It is parti-
cularly interesting to not'e'that.boys too are
being received for training _inincreasing
numbers, and seem to benefit fully as wel|
This co-education is in so natural apd pure ¢
setting that no mischief seems possible,

]

' iti life.
Neither threats nor promises are needed, but conditions of lif
eithe

MONTESSORI
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An International Educational Institute

“ HIRTY.-FOUR Indian educationists—

eight of them women—are among this
year's 700 students, coming from 45 coun-
tries, now working at the Institute of Educa-
tion, London, which is housed in a complete
five-storied wing of the new University build-
ing in Malet Street. The Institute of Edu-
cation provides facilities which make it not
only a centre of instruction, but also a forum
for the exchange of ideas and experience
among its students, by means of seminars
and discussions in which the cultural views
of many lands are given free expression.

The aim of the Institute is not to give a
stereotyped knowledge of British teaching
methods, but to adapt all students’ courses
30 that the problems which they have found
n their own home areas can be dealt with
ndividually.  Thus students doing higher
degree courses wrote theses on teaching
>ractice in relation to solving the problems
hey have come across in their own teaching
sxperience, Future colonial education officers
f English nationality take the same course
15 experienced teachers from the areas
vhere they will work, so that they get the
ypportunity to meet future colleagues, and to
vork with them, even before beginning their
ask and thus learn about the social and
iconomic background of the territories where
hey will work.

Tutors in the department for the study
f education in tropical areas have all had
side experience of education problems
broad. Mr. A, S. Harrison, Sepior -tutor,
ormerly Principal of the Government Train-
1g College, Colombo, for 17 years, says that
e and the other tutors are looking forward
o the time when all the Colonies have
volved high standard training colleges of

their own, based on the London model, and
exchange of staffs can take place.

It will be seen that the London Institute of
Education aims at being something much big-
ger than a mere training callege for teachers.
important as that aspect of its work must
remain. It is to be the nucleus, as well as
the prototype, of a world-wide organisation
devoted to the interchange of preceptorial
wisdom ; the key-link of a cultural chain
binding East and West together in common
understanding and progress for the benefit
of humanity as a whole.”

(We publish this condensation of a circular
sent to us by the British Information Services,
India, because of its indication ot an institu-
tion that might well have its organizational

counterpart in India and elsewhere in the

East. We would, however, point out that
its references to ** colonies ™ and to * future
colonial educational officers of English nation-
ality " and the * territories where they will
work ' went out of date, as far as India is
concerned, on August 15, 1947. It may be
that the * London model,” when it is known
to Indian educators, may have points worth
considering. But what chafes in this connec-
tion is the dangling of “*a cultural chain
binding East and West,” when what is ap-
parently meant is binding East to West. Be-
fore the Institute can be accepted as ‘“ the
prototype of a world-wide organization ** by
free India, its psychology and technique will
have to be known. There can be complete
world-unity on the simple fundamentals of
child education ; but it has to be realised that
in methods and materials, atmosphere, and
mental and emotional traditions and bents,
there is a wide difference between West and
East—Ag. Ed., “Y. C.")

<
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Animals at Westminster

A meeting of the Anim

ols Welfare Group of M.P.s was held at the

House of Commons recently.

R. JEFFREY WILLIAMS said that he had
been invited to give & Pre
talk dealing with some generaIA anc p st to
problems that would be of mterz out
Members of Parliament. He pomnte are
that the Animal Welfare Movemenft‘ af feection
to divide itself into sections- .Thel gs uncil for
was represented by the Nationa f'o't oint
Animals’ Welfare, which had 2 definite pa es
of view. He quoted the fo!lowmg pass g?ve
from the Animals’ Charter in orderto g
SCOme idea of the stand
ouncil :
Science, in demonstrating thed igr:rs\r:jc;:
origin and kinship of mankind an ered for
Uman species, has thereby duscOV which is
tself the law of the unity of ife o? which is
founded the statement, the truth o'ence an
established by the witness 9* erpg g n enemy
history, that ** Cruelty to Animals is @

to Progress.” ion
. Ethigs teach that cruelty and :’oﬁpgse?},::y
are as degrading to the OPPres
are harmful to the helpless VIt -\ as
Religion constrains us t0 tl'e?!d o8 to
we would ourselves be treate tures, and
reverence the life in all God's chreao shall he
teaches that as a man soweth

also reap. .

The infliction of st;ff:r;
an r other tha Y he
be)'l\eg: 'iosostzus indicated 2s 2 Vlda;::?o:f atn
claims of kinship, justice and com?al advance-
inimical to the spiritual and mater 2 s us
ment of humanity. It therefore” Sngs and
to seek to minimise their suk teo minimise
Promote their welfare as W Se3' © o of
the suffering and promote the

Uman beings.

ng on animals for

point of the National .

heir own individual |

The second section may be said to include
what are sometimes called the controversial
questions, and the Societies under this head-
ing include the anti-cruel-sports societies and
the anti-vivisection and similar societies.

The third and much the largest section
comprises the non-controversial work for
animals on the lines of the activities of the
R S. P. C. A and ““QOur Dumb Friends’
League.” This section carries out the work
of administration, inspection and enforce-
ment of the law, in relation to the care and

rotection of animals and birds. (Under
this heading comes the Royal Society for the
Protection of Birds.)

This section covers such work as the pro-
vision of hospitals and clinics and shelters for
sick and injured animals. The societies
coming under this head do the very necessary
ambulance and hospital and first aid work,
and work in the main in conjunction with duly
qualified veterinary surgeons. The work
done is enormous, and much that is carried
out by these voluntary societies should
properly be the responsibility of municipal
authorities. .

From The Animals’ Friend (Condensed).

(It is notable that while pro-animal thought
in the West has got to the length of con-
demning cruel sports and vivisection, it has
not yet spoken clearly and strongly on the
unspeakable cruelties and murder perpetrated
on millions of sentient creatures in arder to
gratify a berbaric habit of flesh-eating.
Yet there is no hope of a clean, peaceful and
happy world until' champlops of the Animals
cease to be carnivorous animals themselves

Ag. Edn “ Y‘ C'”) .
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Art Notes

lT is not necessary that every man should

be an artist in the technical sense ; but
it is necessary that every man should have
his artistic faculty developed, his taste
rrained, his sense of beauty developed. . .
A nation surrounded daily by the beautiful,
roble, fine and harmonious, becomes that
which it is habituated to contemplate, and
'ealifses the fulness of the expanding spint in
tself.

SRI' AUROBINDO GHOSE

The liberation of impulses recognised as
eligion is often concerned with art and its
eacticn not only on the creative artist but
n those who have trained themselves to
ppreciate its import. Perfect art, whether
t be embodied in a poem or picture, a
tatue or a piece of music, brings us to
he presence of the Infinite.

SIR C. P. RAMASWAMI| AIYAR,
Essays and Addresses.

Art is the ordering of pleasures in every
legree: we are all artists, and, from the
soint of view of art, morality is the limiting
f our pleasures by what we owe to others,
vith consequent sacrifice. . .  To enjoy our-
elves is the end of art from cooking to
;ontemplation ; ““to enjoy God'... is to
nove on the height where, Art, Morality and
leligion have come to terms.

D. S. MACCOLL, What is Art?

You don't evalve a philosophy to help you
through life: life evolves it for you, and
the only philosophy that counts is one of

beauty.
Y E. TEMPLE THURSTON

Nationalism or racialism in music are not
a matter of language but of musical idiom.
That is, a set of facts (such as scales, ragas
and modes, or such other facts as range
and tone-quality of voices and instruments)
that impinge closely on the emotions and
are dealt with first by them. This is an
unfortunate fact about music, that it does
touch the emotions so immediately and so
closely that comparatively few people stop
merely hearing, and begin to listen. And
yet, until that step has been taken there
can be no possibility of one race understand-
ing the music of another.

SCOTT GODDARD,
“ Indian Music and Western ears,”
The March of India.

A nation without art is blind and dumb.
An art without nationality only awaits its
transport to the burning ghat ; and so, in any
consideration of the arts as applied to na-
tional life, it is necessary to be clear that
the arts that are sought to be applied in
nation-building are themseives national, na-
tional in expressing the national environment,
the naticnal temperament and the national

direction.
J. H. COUSINS,

The Renaissance in India.
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Worth-While Books

I

AD-
PEN PORTRAITS, ESSAYS AND
DRESSES,Oby Sir C. P Ramaswami Aiyar,

Hind Kitabs, Bombay, 237 pages, Rs. 6-8-0.

There are a8 number of ways in ,‘”h'ct tfh's
volume is worth while. Some will as l'?r
vitality, for the feeling of a p;rsf)nalil)i
behind the printed word. Their 'testl'r:nwof
be amply fulfilled even M the recitatt the
so-called dead facts. In presenting i
most abstract as well as the most %bllﬁca|:;
subjects (What is Culture? or a's\;nse
Hydro«Electric Scheme) there Is ro the
of mere derivativeness; there Is aways it
revelation of an active mental persd:ja‘ez
who carries a load of kngwledgehbut bgok
not allow it to carry him. Ot T'r them
readers will ask what this b°°kf tells The
that they did not know be ori. o e
reviewer has been a student of o% s o
all sorts of subjects for a IonSJerf"”""Young
years than he cares to confess before Mgt
Citizens. Yet he has come On 'det:;tant)
scholarship and (which is more «m'r.? bt on
points of view that have thrown l%epted
items of knowledge that have bee: af:s ency-
es fact. It is probably the al\'/t grs to the
clopaedic knowledge, from the he I'aterature
last word in English and French 'e0 0
from the loftiest phiIOSOPh|Ca',f.5pe cearch
to the latest details of SC'e"t'I"]‘.:I rebook a’
that will give this well-worth-whi® 0%
Permanent place on- OTF boz clopaedic
day to day reference. The feﬂailﬁl D he
adjective just used does not re ek:ook)'( o
Quantity of knowledge m.the lo ical and
plies skilful arrangement in the ﬁ.trained
progressive manner in which the weilo ue in
mind moves from prologue 0 iZt ogfthat
setting out each subject.. ‘A"d w h stress is
slement in literature on which mu¢ ’

laid—the style of the writing? Casting a look
over English prose, we see that it includes
the extremes of impersonality, as in purely
scientific statements, and of personality, |
as in the biographies and particularly the
autobiographies.  Yet one extreme can
be to some extent inferred from the other.
In the ¢ Essays” of Emerson autpbiography
is rarely explicit ; yet, once you get the feel-
ing of the intellectual and mental manner of
the writer, you can sense Emerson in every -
sentence, even when he is discussing such
impersonal_themes as the Oversoul and
Circles. On the other hand, there could be
no personal revelation in literature were it
not for the objective details of life that one
may either accept or quarrel with, How one
writer and another expresses these extremes
and whatever lies between is one of the
pleasures of observant reading. A negative
quality of Sri C. P. Ramaswami’s style, written
or spoken, is its complete freadom from the
rudimentary solecisms and posings that blur
the English of Indian journalism, and of ¢
aspirants to authorship who have not taken
the trouble to perfect the mental and verbal
implements of the craft. He has absorbeJﬂ'
the dignity and clarity of the literary im- |
mortals who influenced his formative years—
Hazlitt, Lamb, Landor, Darwin, Huxley, Frazer.
T.S. Eliot and James Joyce might have
infected him “but for the concentrated
study which | took up of the great sources }
of Hindu thought and speculation exemplified |
in the pristine Upanishads and in Sankara.’’
Dignity, clarity, tidiness, progression, idealism
and practicality, became the established .
mental bases of his style, expressed in |
language that does not strive after liter

ar
effects, and never concedes to the vulgar g

LHC!
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. INDIA CALLED THEM, By Lord Beveridge,
* Allen and Unwin, London, 18s.
i (Any book that opens up ways of sympathy
| between people of one country and another
!is a worth-while book. Such books should
| be collected and made available in libraries,
' such as the Adyar Library and the library that
j will grow up for housing in due time in the
| Besant Cultural Centre at Adyar. * India
iCalled Them "’ should be included, and we
,reprint the following review by Mr, B. Ifor
Evans from « Britain Today " with special
| pleasure) :

One of the compensations of a reviewer's
_lite is to be able from time to time to dis-
- cover a really outstanding book. Such' is
. this life by Lord Beveridge of his father and
| mother. Henry Beveridge, as a young man,
| entered the Indian Civil Service and became
| 8 magistrate. Despite considerable intellectual

distinction he had no notable success in his

career, but he loved India and studied the

civilization of the country which he served.
UAs an old man he writes: * at times when |
"sit in the garden in the cool of the evening
1 | feel as if | never could go home. India has
s burnt itself into me,” His wife, ** Annette,”
$had come to India as a young woman to

conduct an Indian girls’" school, and though
later she was often grieved by the relative
, position of women in the East and the West,
: she continudd even in her old age to study
. the ways of Eastern philosophy and literature.
i 1 hopet is‘.,‘boolzﬁ Wil be read equally in
i Engla g,ﬂh the ke tes and in India,

i thotigh f6r different . For English
pzq?;’ it is one of ?tf?‘?' \revealing pic-
r&3 ' which | know of a ian marriage

é'k_ nship full of sentimebf:

;\ £ §trenuously m?aine

ferences of duty and energy, and a belief in
the continuity of personal relationships.
' Annette,” nursing a desperately sick child
and yet pursuing her studies in algebra and
sending the more difficult equations to her
husband, seems to me almost a complete
symbo! of the Victorian life of the educated
middle classes.

It is in India above all that | hope this book
will be read, for no volume | know reveals
more fully the thoughts and aspirations of
the better elements among the English who
worked in the country. As Lord Beveridge
himself suggests, the history of the British
in India can best be discovered not in Acts
of Parliament or ‘in political controversies,
but in the histories of individual families.
This volume shows how two people spent
thirty-five years of their lives in India, often
separated from each other and from their
children. In his retirement Henry Beveridge
was to spend nearly as long again in the

study of India, its history, languages, rulers

and peoples, and he set out by himself in
his sixty-third year on an expedition after his
own heart in search of books and manu-
scripts.

| feel that many an Indian would rise
from the reading of this book with a clearer
understanding of the English than he had
ever had before. It must be admitted that
in some ways the Beveridges belonged to a
minority, They understood, in their own
day, that India must ultimately be an in-
dependent country, and that the real link
between East and West would be a cultural
one. One can hope that this record of the
lives they so strenuqusly lived may help in
that development of an English and Indian
cultural understanding, which is so essential
if a world civilization, multiple and yet
indivisible, is ever to merge. . .

c

’ and human power,
human fame and human glory, these

are only the things of a moment, un.
worthy of the eternal spirit; but Art,
which is the pursuit of beauty, Re-
ligion, which is the seeking after God,
these are indeed the true ends of life ;
to them points our evolution ; toward;
them our growth is tending.

. ANNIE BESANT
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Modern life is becoming base, sordid and vulgar, because men
fear that they will sink if they bow their heads to that which is greater

than they are themselves. | tell you that worship of that which is higher

than yourself raises you ; that the feeling of reverence is 2 feeling that
lifts you up, it does not take you down . . . If you could weave into
your modern life that feeling of reverence for that which is purest,
noblest, grandest . . . till the passion of your reverence should bring

the qualities into your own life—then your future as a nation would

be secure.
ANNIE BESANT, The Spiritual Life.
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The Crow’s Nest

lT is typical of our jerky era that before the

mail along the earthy and watery surface
of the globe reaches us from Europe, air
letters from Minnesota and Vancouver in
America bring us heartening glimpses of our
Editor’s activities there ; crowded halls ; rapt
audiences drinking in the message of a
liberated and illuminated mind, and revelling
in the beauty and significance of demonstra-
tions of the classical dance of South India;

. eyes glistening with tears of happiness before
“the moving pictures in natural colours of the

teachers and students, the noble buildings
and homely thatched cottages, the slender
palm-trees, the waving flowering trees, where
Srimati Rukmini Devi is trying to fulfil her
dream of lifting at least a portion of human-
ity out of ugliness and violence into the

“beauty and peace that, in her view, only tha

understanding of the principles and practices
of art at its highest and purest can bring

about.’
5 *

L 3 1
The question has occasionally been raised
as to the suitability of classical Indian dance
to Westerners. A mere transference of
oriental dance to occidental circumstances is
not the purpose of Srimati Rukmini’s demon-
strations. A simple appreciation of the design
of movement, the joy of rhythm, the deep
meanings of stories told in bodily and hand
gesture, the pure beauty unalloyed by sense-
satisfaction, that are essential features of the
hatya, would send her home half happy. The

'»\\\

ther haMak-her "B
plete when s ]

dedicated collaborators would hLZadd:rmoand
ment to translate the art of bodily rh t;e.
from the tonic sol fa of the Bharata r); tm
into the staff notation of western dance aBy;:
it must necessarily be a translation .notu
transference. Climatic and physical conditio a
with their effects on clothing and c:u:'tu’;si
trad{tlons, are against mere imitation of tha
tropical zone by the temperate. Byt the .
is something everlasting and universal as tf:e
Forehof all creative art, its reflection of reale-
:i);t;r;;ugh temperament, race, religion and

To turn attention away from i

notation of dance to iyts aestiiiifaﬁys;izl
imaginative expressions is rimat
Rukmini Devi's ideal as an ;ag:t Ofsg:mat’
preceded in this half a century .ago b wha s
Irish American, lsadora Duncan, who dey't iy
to "‘create a dance and movements vJs}I:'ed
then did not exist,” as she tells in * r':h

Life.” She wished to send the sensuaf ’

gyrations (the Charleston and
time to oblivion, and to see :s|<lst2emr:)ri::)af et t
a ‘f'ew professional exploiters, dancin ?}? : t
spirit of the pioneers, the fortitude Sf the ‘
heroes, far above sentimentality, and serviii N t
to degraded forefgn influences. Byt th' ne
was a difference. The “ dance and m A
ments "' with which Srimati Rukmin; Deviove- :
concerned were non-existent as far as ?}:sf
general public of India was concerned. Danc;: a
, ‘
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was confined to a caste and an unsavoury
reputation. But the vocabulary of the classical
dance (movements, gestures, hand-signs)
had been preserved in ancient writings that
had the status of scripture in the Hindu mind,
and only needed someone of heroic imagina-
tion and democratic idealism to break through
the social restrictions that come out of the
hardening process that is inherent in all
activity, for the challenging and testing and
ultimate freeing of the human spirit, This,
which has been the work of Rukmini Devi,
is something different from the inventions
of self-centred and exaggerated individualities,
though they have their place in the demon-
stration of the powers latent in humanity.

The other difference between the vision of
the two artists was in subject matter. lsadora
Duncan wished to make dance a medium
of reviving the spirit that made American
history.  But history passes ; its spirit is trans-
formed. lts impulse is mainly selfish and
material ; its record is largely propaganda
and fallacy. What Rukmini Devi aspires to

A,

bring. 3o thg woilthis the super-history of the

sppt L"’P_%WHSEQQ {l{; “ligures that change
‘? .«y#;’ * A(.;;‘r\".
7% / '\
&/ :
o -
ol i ur jubilaté silent stands,

only minutely in the passing of the millennia,
and have been given dynamic emb'odlment
in the myths of the purified imagination that,
being reflections of eternal truth, change not
at all. Understanding this we understand
that her message of beauty through art (not
dance or painting only) is for all time and all
places as a regenerative agent of as yet un- »
tried and incalculable potency.

* * *

The present number of THE YOUNG
CITIZEN is dedicated to the memory of
Annie Besant. For a detailed account of
the many phases of her life of agitation focrl
truth and beauty in thought, feeling an!
action, one has only to turn to The Annie
Besant Centenary Book, celebrating her hu:7-
dredth anniversary on Octqber- 1, .1:_
(distributed by The Theosophical P_ublls ";]9
House, Adyar, Madras 20). Her autobiography

! \ es
is a classic ; and the essence of her speech

and writings are in the series called The 7

Besant Spirit also published by the T. P.H.
JAMES H. COUSINS

NNIE BESANT, P.TS.

For her service-jubilee

) Numped By a joy beyond its music’s might ;

\ Nor b Bamp eyes gain vision of the bright
"y In:;e;dsjlre of Great invisible Hands

v Engarlanding your years with flowery strands,
@i ...« Bechuse our passion dims our deeper sight ;

.o Except for this, our joy would perish quite :

* She, standing silent, silence understands.”

Ah!

you who have from life’s rude herbage wrought

Newly old medicines for our self-made grief
(Truth whose wide eyes no zealot stain has blurred,
Peace that has parentage in selfless thought),

Take,

in the place of song, our love's ripe sheaf,

Service you count not less than spoken word.

JAMES H. COUSINS, ' /.
Forest Meditation (1925).
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The Artistic Side of Annie Besant

HEN | first saw Mrs. Besant | was
twelve years old, and my ﬁrsg im-
pression was that a great Rishi like Vasishta
or Agasthya, of whom | had heard so much
from my father, had come. The greatest
artist is one who is an embodiment of
beauty; and to me Annie Besant became
this embodiment. My own artistic nature
was deeply satisfied just to watch her. On
another day, | saw her standing on the plat-
form of the headquarters hall of the Theo-
sophical Society giving a lecture. | did not
understand a word. Generally | preferred
to watch the elephants on the walls rather
than hear people speak. But some unknown
beauty in her voice turned my eyes fr_om thle
elephants, and | gazed upon her so intently
that through this gazing | saw visions of the
re. ’
fUtr\t the age of sixteen, when | came to her
to receive her approval and her blessing or;
my marriage, | understood a little English.
gave up school, and the first advice she gave
me was to become an expert.house~keeper
and a cook. | took this up seriously. Every
Sunday | invited her to a meal which | pre-
pared myself, and for which | beautified my
home which flowers and kolem. She v':as
very pleased, and was eager to see w at
changes | would make each time she caépe.
She wanted to see all the beautiful wed 1gg
presents, and told me to keep true to the
most beautiful and simple traditions of Indian
life. She said | do not like westernised
indian Women.” She told me to wear
only beautiful colours, never white wmhi?utI
any border, nor black. and brown,
work for Art today, it is due to the \.r\der-
standing education that she gave. w'::s
much with her, and used to watch. the

By RUKMINI DEVI

great joy she experienced whenever she saw
anything beautiful, a coolie woman with a
bright coloured sari, a little brass cooking
vessal, or a piece of embroidery. Her great
pleasures infected me with the desire to
watch everyday things ; and | remember one
occasion when we three, she, Dr. Arundale
and [, were walking together, and we alf
stopped, and for at least half an hour studied
the men who were dragging water for the
coconut trees. | saw then the graceful dark
forms of the Indian working man,

Mrs. Besant did not generally fike ball-
room dancing or jazz. In those days no one
thought of an Indian woman dancing. | had
just seen Anna Pavlova, and | was full of
inspiration. It was in 1925 and we were
all travelling together. | remarked that |
would like to dance. Everyone around me
was shocked and said ‘* What an idea !
She smiled and said, “1 think it will be
a beautiful thing to see Rukmini dancing,”
In 1928, before | even studied dancing, |
was asked to produce a variety entertain-
ment (which description | intensely dislike)
for the Ist of October, her birthday. She
brought many of her friends, and Sir C. P.
Ramaswami Aiyar was sitting next to her.
I produced Tennyson’s Queen Guinivere as
well as a little Temple scene of Kwan-Yin,
the Chinese World-mother,

She was so pleased that she requested
me to produce it in town and to give the
money | earned equally to a maternity hos.
pital for the poor and to the Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. She asked
me if | would object to her taking part also |
She offered to recite the poem while the
action of the sketch was going on. This
was done for three successive nights, and
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each night she recited as she alone could with
her magnificent voice and gestures. Immedi-
ately afterwards she sat in the wing, and
watched with intent pleasure the Chinese
sketeh. She was so inspired by this that she
called me into her room and made me wear
a beautiful Chinese necklace of hers which |
wore invariably for the part of Kwan-Yin
which | took. When the three days were
over she said to Dr. Arundale and me,"* | have
not recited this poem since ! was 19, and |
had no time to look into Tennyson's book.”
We both remarked that we noticed nething
but the beauty of her rendering.  She smiled
and said, “Well | just improvised some
verses at the moment.” We were greatly
surprised, and we tried to find out if there
was one among the many scholars who were
present who noticed this c¢hange. Dr.
Arundale himself, who had specially studied
Tennyson, noticed no change. Such was
her mastery over language, prose and
poetry. My art movement began on her
birthday. My first earning went to the
animals and the poor whom she loved and
whom | love.

Great sculptors, poets and painters have
“been inspired by some one who is an
embodiment of Art. For me, my inspirer
has been and continues to be my
mother Annie Besant; while others were
sceptical and were shocked at the idea of
my dancing, she was pleased, and saw a
future for me through it. In 1931 very
near the end of her days, | gave a programme
of dancing. She could not come. and many
who came spoke in horror. She sent for
me and said that it was such a disappoint-
ment for her not to have been able to come
down, and would | dance for her in her
reom! | did; and this inspired me never to
think anything of public opinion. She used
to say that the revival of Indian Art is one of

the great things of the future, and that she
felt sorry she could neither sing nor paint!
But she used to play the piano and CW.
Leadbeater, who had heard her, said to me,
“I she was not a great statesman and
orator, she could still be one of the greatest
singers, actresses or pianists in the world'".

. The most important attribute of an artist &
is Intuition. This she had in everything in
life. What surprised many of us was her
taste in Indian music. Though she did not
know it technically she was able to contact
the spirit of it. It is impossible to enumerate
the number of ways in which she encouraged
Art and artists. In 1916, when the two
sisters Eleanor and Kathleen Eider were filling
Adyar with Greek dance, | remember the
Occasion when she sent for them, and they
returned with their arms filled with silver
qifts.  She was so grateful to them for bring-
ing beauty into the lives of so many.

In 1921, when Mrs. Besant- founded the »
1921Club at the Gokhale Hall, she opened an .4

art section and regularly attended its meset-
ings. She was always the gracious hostess to
many world famous artists like Rabindranath
Tagore, who nearly always stayed in Adyar,
and to Sarojini Naidu, Leopold Stokowski and
others. Her Kamala lectures in 1924 at the
Calcutta University contained a great master-
piece of exposition of Indian Art and History.
She was greatly interested in the birth of
the Bengal school of painting, and encour-
aged exhibitions of Indian paintings every-
where, and gave support to all Who worked
tor this cause. Her tribute in this cause went
chiefly to J. H. Cousins. In this was Dr. Besant
a mother of many Art movements in India,
and the birth of Kalakshetra itself owes its
origin to her.

The Annie Besant Centenary Book
‘ (Condensed)
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Educafion as a Basis of National Life

LL over the world at the present time,

thoughtful men and women—-the men

and women who make the public opinion of

their day-—--are concerning themse{ves,w»th

education, as being the basis of national life,
the foundation of national prosperity.

The importance of a wisely pl§nne§ and
wisely directed system of education is re-
cognised by all the great nations of the
world. Pressing is the need for the
creating of a sound public opinion on the
subject, and then for the guidance of public
activity along the lines of a really national
education. '

By national education | mean an education
which is under national contrdi, which pro-

"

: vides for all the children of the nation . . .

and which is directed with a sole eye to the
moral, intellectual and spiritual welfare of the
nation, o

There is one principle which it is necessary
to remember throughout, and which must
dominate the educationalist in all his thought :
the child that comes into his hand is not 2
sheet of blank paper, on which he can write
what he wishes ; the child brings a character
with him, and education is more a matter
of drawing out than of putting in, “Plato
said that “ knowledge is reminiscence ”', and
though many in the modern world may not
be prepared to accept the truth on which
all ancient thought is based, the truth of
reincarnation, -yet even from the scientific
standpoint of the most materialistic kind it is
true, as Buchner said, that * nature is stronger
than nurture.” The educationalist has to find
out the best ways of co-operating with the
inner self of the child, of enabling the
faculties already there to manifest themselves
and to grow, to strengthen all that is good

By ANNIE BESANT

and to starve out all that is bad, to work on
the plastic material of the new brain from
without, while the soul of the child works at
it from within, This is the high office of the
teacher, his great responsibility.

He should treat the boys and girls, the
pupils who come into his hands, as living
spirits, which have learned many fessons be-
fore in the school of life, and have come
to learn new lessons in the life upon which
they have now entered. Thus recognising
the grandeur and dignity of the office,
the teacher will put himself side by side
with all his boys, and help his students
to understand him, checking their over.
haste, disciplining their undisciplined powers
but ever making them feel that he is theil
friend and not their enemy, their helpe:
and not their punisher. . And as the
child has a past, of which his present is the
outcome, so has the nation into which he j
born a past, which may not be disregarded,
Its type, its traditions, its spiritual, mental,
emotional and physical characteristics must
all be taken into account, and this can only
be thoroughly done by those who are alse
oorn into that nation. Thus, none who are
not of the national household, however
useful they may be as counseljors and help-
ers, must be allowed to dominate national
education. Their help may be gladly wel«
comed, but they must never be allowed to
control.

What is the ideal for a nation ? It miust
have spirituality, expressed in many.graded
religions, suitable for every class in the na-
tion: and if there are several religions, they
must be friends, not rivals, acknowledging
their common origin, divine wisdom, and
their common aim, the uplifting of the nation,
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It must have certain moral virtues of a virile
kind as well as of the tenderer types. It
must have intellect, directed and trained to
meet with the multifarious needs of a nation
—literary, artistic, scientific, political, agri-
cultural, manufacturing, industrial, commercial,
engineering, etc. [t must have healthy condi-
tions of life, a robust and vigorous manhaod,
8 strong and refined womanhood. These are
the things which make up the ideal; educa-
tion is to bring them into realisation.

Let us see what virtues are needed

specially for national life, for education must
culture these. :
_ First: a sense of national unity. . .. There
is a duty to the home, to the town, to the
province ; but these duties must lead up to
duty to the nation.

The next great virtue necessary for a na-
tional life is discipline, and school and college
must instil this constantly. Do not confuse
discipline with punishment. Discipline is some-
times enforced by punishment, but in a well-
ordered institution it is maintained by public
opinion and the spirit of self-respect. Faorcibly
imposed order is not the order of freedom ;
self-imposed  order is the !ifg-brgath of
liberty. The basis of national life is order,
law, and where internal peace is not present,
stability of national life is not possible. Un-
disciplined strength is like steam which, having
no proper channels along which it can {low
and be turned to produce useful work, causes
explosion in the vessel that contains it, and
brings ruin and destruction ail around.

Disciplined strength is a force for good.
A few disciplined people can conquer a mass
of undisciplined ones, although a thousand
times the strength may be on the side of the
undisciplined and there be only 8 minority of
the disciplined. Every student of history,

every patriot, knows that in the disciplining of
a nation lies the question of its success of
failure. Hence every true patriot, every
public-spirited man, in countries where the
duties of citizenship are understood, sets an
example of self-discipline, in order that he
may guide the hasty as well as the thoughtful
into useful lines.

These are what | mean by the virile
virtues : the sense of national unity, patriot>
ism and public spirit, discipline based of
self-control and supported by public opin-
ion, co-operation, perseverance, enduranceé
courage. Nations composed of such citizens
win freedom because they are worthy of it.

Sacrifice alone makes nations; you must
sacrifice for the sake of principles,

Any work well done is honourable work i
useful to the country, and the country cannot
prosper if none of its skilled brains turn to
productive work. Some say, | am willing to
direct a commercial or industrial undertaking,
but | do not care to go through the rough
drudgery ". But the rough drudgery is the
preparation for successful direction. How
can a man control three or four hundred
workmen if he does not know the details of
their work ? How can he blame bad work i
he cannct say, ** This is the way in which you
should do it ? How can he discriminate
between good and bad workmen ?

Is it too much to ask you to study, tc
prepare yourselves for the glorious task o
building up character to serve, . . . Trair
yourselves for service by doing your duty
where you are at the moment. tLearn self
sacrifice by practising it within the little worle
of your surroundings. And remember tha
jove which does not express itself in service
is but a sham.
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Annie Besant, The Indefatigable

¢ Besant stayed at our
Ln:oomue(,aH“garobia vLin Pennsy}vama,
*more than once, my closest contact wvthhbe}:
was during the trip around Europelw 1;
Mrs. Logan, Captain Max Wardall and | made
with her in 1927, mostly by plane, when we
visited twelve countries in eighteen days a:'td
Dr. Besant gave fifty-si lectures ;ndb ta:s
besides being interviewed in each city by*t r:
press. . The public lectures were : e oe
audiences running into hundreds an dev';‘\
thousands, and were chiefly concern; wit
Indian politics and indian culture. e in-
tense desire was to see india becomeSha
Dominion of the British Commonwga!th. e
believed that only through Dominion status

« would India be able to .e)fchanfge her ancient
tculture and spiritual vision 1or

the much

needed physical benefits of Western industry

and science.

How she kept up such a pace lt\l::i ﬁ
mystery to the rest of us who, Z befogre
thirty years younger, weré exhaust? fore
the tour was completed. Up at w:. : ix
in the morning and eating almost nothi ge 2
times even foregoing 8 meal in order to
an interviewer, she would return o
lectures to work at her corrgspondence unte
midnight. die. She wro

She was never Q€.
. the
continucusly even while presiding 8t

World Congress of 1929, at Chicago, seem-

By ROBERT R. LOGAN

ingly absorbed in her work, and yet ever
alert to make a ruling when anyt&ing was
proposed which she thought unconsthkutional.

Although her confidence in her friends and
delegates was not always justified from a
worldly point of view, it was her policy to
place complete reliance upon those upon
whom she had placed responsibility. Thus
when, at the end of the tour, { presented my
account of moneys received from her for her
share of the trip, and the expenditures made,
she refused even to glance at it, saying she
never questioned the integrity of a friend.

As for animals, she embraced them all in
her sense of justice and the universal brother-
hood of life, and strove to defend them as
she did human beings against cruelty and
exploitation. She did not, however, senti-
mentalise over them as so many hurranitarian
do; and although she often rememberec
other people’s pets, she had, so far as
know, none of her own. Her detestation o
vivisection was very great, but it was base:
“as much upon its evil effect upon the huma
soul as upon its torture of the animal body.

(In her room at Adyar, squirrels used ¢
come through the open windows and enjc
the nuts that she kept on a plate for anim
visitors. A wagtail on the roof was a sour
of delight to her.—-Ag. &d., T.Y.C))

JENSESEEE e e

ember what Bishop

“Do you rembt "{ people, there s

got the ape and tiger oV
stubborn animal.”

« Quite so, tha
thev are donkeys because

Creighton said ? He said that, when you he
till remains in them the donkey. A much my

¢ is just what | say: people fight because they're donkeys, and
they aren’t educated. . .

* C. A. ALINGTON, A Conversation,
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N accordance with the desice of Srimati
l Rikmini Devi that the work of Kala-
kshetra for the revival of Indian culture, especi-
ally in the form of pure Bharata Natya, should
be extdnded into the large centres of
population, the first branch of Kalakshetra was
opened at Mylapore on August 15 by the
Hon. the Chief Justice of Madras, M. P V.
Rajamannar. In his address Mr. Rajamannar
emphasised Srimati Rukmini Devi's principle
that music and dance were ot mere
amusements, but were part of the knowledge
of Yoga, and had therefore to he treatad
seriously. He laid stress on the « aesthetical
'and cultural needs for the achievement of a
complete national fife.” * Beauty ought to
permeate our entire national fife in every
- sphere of activity.” Mr, T.R. Venkatarama
¢ Sastri said that music and dance promoted

the joy of life. and “no effort shoyld be
spared to place them on a high level.”
Professor  P. Sambamuyrt; suggested  that
Kalakshetra was specially fitted to spread a
knowledge of the beautifyl dance-poses of
Bha}:ata Natya by bringing out an album of
such,
Vidwan Tiger Varadachari, who welcomed the
guests, and closed by Mr, T. M. Krishnaswami
Aiyer, who propased a vote of thanks and
blessed the new branch,

#* EAd *

The 78th birthday of Dr. Maria Mentessori,
the founder of the world-renowned system
of child-education, was celebrated by the
Arundale Montessari Training Centre and
associgted institutions, the Besant Theosophical
School and Kalakshetra, on August 31, The
capacious dance hall of Kalakshetra was
tastefully arranged for the oceasion. Mr.
C. S. Trilokekar, M.A,, Principal of the Train-
ing Centre, opened and closed the proceed.
ings. In an interval in a programme of music,
dance and tableau, Mp, A M. Joosten, Pro-

The function was opened by Sangita”

fessor of the Montessori system at the
Centre, and General Secretary of the Inter:
national Montessori  Association, spoke ©
Dr. Montessori's great work and reed 9 ,
message from her. Pending her return
to the Centre to give lectures to th_?’
students, Dr. Montessori is busy at the hi
station of Kodai Kanal on new books €%
plaining her system. Early next Yea'fhe
will preside over the eighth Internation®
ontessori Conference at San Remo, undef
the auspices of the Government of ltaly.

The event of August was the visit of His
Excellency the Governor-General of the
Dominion of India, Mr. C. Rajagopalachari, t0
Kalakshetra on August 25, for which he very
kindly took three quarters of an hour, plus
transit, out of his crowded programme. te
was welcomed at the entrance to the new
Kalakshetra compound by Srimati R“kff“m
Devi's deputy during her absence in America.
Dr. J. H. Cousins, and by members of the
Kalakshetra society and eminent citizens ©
Madras. A group of Brahmins escorte
him with chants ang burning camphor b#*
tween rows of saluting teachers and students:
to the door of the large dance hall, where
he was welcomed by a group of officers ©
Kalakshetra and its “associated institutions.
The hall was packed, and a crowd filled the
compound eager to get a glimpse of the
distinguished visitar.  His Excellency the
Governor of Madras, Sir Archibald Nye, was
among the guests. Dr. Cousins, on behalf 0
Srimati Rukmini Dey; and Kalakshetra, &X-
pressed the high honour and pleasure they
all felt on the occ sion, and briefly sum-
marised the ideals 'and history of Kale-
kshetra. A new song by Tiger Varadachaf!
Was sung to an instrumental accompanic
ment by music teachers and some pupils/
and won the applause of the chief guest

1]
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himself & scholar in Indian culture. onﬁ
short  piogramme of dance \-Nas; Si}tem
thiough, opening with a deVoUﬂ"z hetra
by the younger students of Kaa; and
Those superb artists. Srimatis Shara ah

Lalita, students who have become teac erosf,
gave a short but beautiful rend;rlggwhh
abhinaya (feeling in a story), and ef"l‘ ° that
a tilana, a fantasia in pure rhythm, th

charmed everybody with its expertness and
beauty. Time was too shert to allow Hi
Excellency to address the audience, byt he
authorised Dr. Cousins to write to Srimat
Rukmini Devi teling her of his keey
pleasure and appreciation of the work o
Kalakshetra. Jana gana mana, in the fin,
style of the Kalakshetra choir, closed th
happy proceedings.

A TALKATIVE YOUNG CITIZEN

Archibald Barnes, 16-year-¢!
other schoolboy in Great Britain.
Matriculation in Chinese. Bu
languayes including Russian, X
despatch from London) 1s e
job is that of a cleaner at a
and later ¢ dabbled in

X choolboy, is to-day the wonder of every
cld SUA:?:{\i;ald hasypassed the London University
t that is not all, for he knows seven other foreign

nese, German and Greek. Archibald (says a Giobe
J:zaelde;t of the eight children of a woman whose
school. 8 "
Sanskrit " ~—learning Latin * in between ™,

He started learning French at seven

ANNIE BESANT AND SCOUTING

i f Boy Sco

In 1915 the first troop ©
C°”egne and High School, Madanapalle,
wha had started a troop u;
was trained by G. P. Aryar

uts in India was formed in the Theosophical
under the inspiration of F, Gordon Pearce,
Mahinda College, Ceylon.

of Ceylon. r :
i e Sc?;ut movgment in India.

The Madanapalle troop
Me. Pearce came to Adyar in 1918
She was so keen

to help Mrs. Besant in organising thto Karachi and back (1800 miles each way)

on it that she made the journey
to attend a meeting °_f an
for all India, and in
national feeling led t ¢
of the movement are bein

—A. B.'s birthday.

hour's duration
1932 was 'awar
o the formation ©

ded the Silver Wolf.
f purely Indian troops.
g united in one association from October 1, 1948

She was made Honorary Commissioner
The growth of °
But all phases

JUE—

1
t
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Young Theosophists

'IHE year 1948 brings the Silver Juhilee
of the World Federation of Young
Theosophists, and the occasion will be marked
by the holding of camps in various parts of
India and by various events elsewhere. A
commemorative volume is to be published.

The Honorary President of the Federation,
Mr. C. Jinarajadasa, P.1.S., writes of ‘“en-
thusiastic bands of Young Theosophists al.
teady preparing themselves to take the
Torch of Truth from the hands of us, the
elders, and planning new work to propagate
Theosophy. The new and younger members
are branching out into new ways of work ;
it is there that the future of the Theosophical
movement lies.”

From the Federation President, Srimati
Rukmini Devi, now on tour in America after
Europe, comes the word : ** There have been
many Young Theosophist meetings, and the
movement is growing splendidly. | find
many of them such fine people and promising
for the future. Johannes Vanderley has
just won medals for courage from both the
English and American Governments. It is

~ nice to have such types of young people in

our work.”

The Report of the General Secretary of
the Federation, Srimati Seetha Nilakantan,
Adyar, from which we take the foregoing,
has messages from a number of centres of
the movement, which we have only space to

. summarise.

CUBA has a new Young Theosophist group.

A magazine frequently translates articles from

The Young Citizen into Spanish.

NEW ZEALAND
and activities.

PAKISTAN,
Karachi

groups grow in number

The Rukmini Devi Lodge at
has resumed work after being closed

for some months owing to the politica‘
changes of the first year of independence.

EUROPE. The European Federation of
Young Theosophists had a camp at Huizen,
Holland, from July 22 to 29. Two Germen

Young Theosophists, escorted by a third, were
to attend.

IRELAND reports a growing number of
young members in the Theosophical Lodges
in Dublin and Belfast, and increased activity
among them.

~ CHILE has formed a new group, which has
joined the World Federation.

As we go to press, meetings in celebration
of the Silver Jubilee are being held in theseé
and other places. We hope to be able to
report them in a subsequent number of The
Young Citizen. The influence for good that
such centres can carry on to the future 8
incaleulable. Al the members are imbue
with the spirit of Object One of The Theo
sophical Society, which recognises a universal
kinship of humanity free from any restrictiof
arising out of distinctions of race. creed
caste, sex or colour, and, we may add. socid!
position and income. This does not mean
any merely material levelling down, but 2
spiritual equality that will influence all thought:
feeling and action towards a natural adjust-
ment of the outer affairs of life to the
xdea!s and high vision of the inner life. This
view has an inspiration and brings an
9nth})siasm that the merely material view ©
life s incapable of. Out of these awakené
and purified young people will arise the
1e§ders of the future, through whom humanity
will be guided out of its present terrible
depression towards the idealism and self-

lessness that  will bring peace and trué
prosperity.
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On Fads And Faddists

A DEFINITION of “fad™ may be cc;n-
Sidered necessary : but the worst o1 8
Ion is  that it is never completely
WL may sound infallible and final at
w‘ Moment of utterance ; but an hour afte;-
in!lrd, 1t may find itself among the half truths
th the lumber room aof thought. The trutl’;.ls.
itiere €an be no such thing as absolute de Hn-
fﬂ?!n.' The hedge of words that the dehpltllor:
i Yt would fain thraw around 8 partrcq:
‘nda May be broken thraugh at any pou:sé
o the ‘mind make its escape into the vne
idem Monwealth of the undefined: for hzse
°th’ ¥gs upon other idess &nd. ‘| o
def‘e 'S Upan others still ; so that the circie o
! Mition  myst either remain incomplete-ht
*® widen itself to the confines of thoug r.
)\0 O enable the business of life, howq'v: '
be carried on with any degree of facn:‘ir:
® &greement, necessarily rough, is fei e
'ndln Tespect of the terms whereby }thn.
th, vour 1o exchange thought. o
Vefore, we throw the anus of proPou” nog
of agreement as to the meaning

the
M * faddist "' on to those who U®

i ir fellow
hy an trisively against some of their

b we more than
Qeneralisa:ion_sha" ask no |
e ® the trouble begins. Thus:
habys that a faddist is a person who, i
or ':‘ of thought and action, ranges I e
Dl. e.rse“ W]th a manr'ty of ”" PCCU“‘r agd‘ﬂ
Majq . OPPOSition to the common Of 900,
4 °rity, we must make 8 further »greer‘f;s°d
°‘\° Whether the total which iS corr-!::ari
tha ¢ sensible majority and peculisr m::\ o
“"hbe the entire population of the kno!
thargqe " ONly a specially chosen P

Sy St 1f we take the entire e
thl“'"dﬁ'd. we wipe out with or*.a.st:::‘_.t he
"% muktitude of alleged faddist

*definiy;

populatioﬂ s

By JAMES H. COUSINS

ian; unless there is something

enus v:;gtﬁta{;,aen computation that the ab-
wrgngr from flesh foods, for ohe reason or
mm:er ‘stands in @ two-thirds majority of
anol 4o If, however, we decide to limit
humamtz‘-to a particuler arithmetical area, we
ourk tc"t ossible for any set of peculiar per-
make 1 sZt up 2 standard to suit themselves,
sons to open the door to a blind alley at the .
end wee,.z of which stands a single individual
fa‘:th:aims the right to be a law unto himself,
:‘f:ddist of the deepest dye-f does not

The majority rule, therefore, do

- us very far om the waytoan under-
brm% as to what a faddist is. In some
.stanf""i?e way he appears to stand oPposed ,
inde mh othetical majority who cherish ‘the
to 3 tyab!e theory .that he is their inferior ;
comfor if there is any truth in history, the
wheateas-ht’l ds therh and their posterity in the
faddist ¢ his hand.  They stoned the faddist
hollow % © % "t to shield himself from the
who th°;g' ding 2 piece of material stretched
rain by nd of astick over his head: today
a’t‘ th:mgreﬂa is the symbol of all that is most
the able.
proper a"g,lr:sm:t is the historical truth, it
But, W Le presumed that faddiness is the
rnust nOtd to dominion. True, the leaders
royal roaht and action in-all ages have been
of tbougw a man and a woman; but not
fadd)st? ddist i therefore a leader. He or
avery 12 be a herald of the hew, or, on the
she m;‘n d a witness to the old. f he be a

faddist by nature: not by accident,” he will
sddt .

both. )
't:'.'"{‘:‘:“y a monomaniac : the true
b heart a whole-hogger even
t . and it is the pos:es§|odn
. o of certain qual{tieso mind,
or n?n-PO:;::s'g: h(::mour- that will determine
ofr Q as



THE YOUNG
CITIZEN

120,

whether he or she be a prophet of a new
tomorrow or an echo of a forgotten yester-
day ; whether he be at once a flat earther,
merely mad like Hamlet ““ north-north-east,"”
or a Leonardo or a Shelley ** mad " round
the whole compass of his thought.

To set out the distinguishing qualities of
mind referred to would require an analysis of
the world's master spirits which is here
impossible. Broadly speaking, their power
lies in an intuitive apprehension of certain
fundamental laws of human nature. Search
the pages of human progress, and you will
find its prophets to have been men who had
the seeing eye that could pierce through the
conventions of their age to the veritable
springs of human action. They saw the
human spirit struggling against self-imposed
chains, -yet ready, lke the trapped wild
creature, to tear the hand that tries to set it
free. Slowly sometimes, sometimes quickly,
they pulled down, they built up, here a little,
there a littfe.  Thus the *“fad " of one gene-
ration becomes the fashion of a later. But
the element which passes from one to ano-
ther, yet endures through all, is alone partaker
of the essential nature of the authentic fad.
What that element is cannot be put fully into
words ; but its presence and nature are bound
up in the word Progress: it is compounded
not of prejudices but of principles.

That the majority of civilised human beings

have p. .:Qven though they may not
hav ’@n emtood,,

ture of the authentic

; 4 Kdﬂdmedl ‘the¢ommonly observed
gt Ahat they smis tigd)y the foible of the
£tank who has no reasdnRor his craze other
;"f'an a personal notiok ;¢ while they reserve
5] =
Al <]
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MY Dot
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LN ‘
SN .
\:¥g‘¢ ‘w"‘vrv..,M..,x""t?:,."(:\:.'
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their denunciation for the individual who is
indiscreet enough to avow that his «“fad "' is
merely the carrying out of a deep conviction.
You are an object of interest if you take no
sugar in your tea simply because you prefer
it thus; you will secure the sympathy of the
table if you decline a helping of boiled cab-
bage because—well, there are many be.
causes where cabbage is concerned ; but, as
you value the respect of your hostess and
friends, do not suggest that your refusal of
a nice juicy beef.steak is because the sight
of blood on your plate makes you feel
guilty as an accessory to murder. If you do,
you will become conscious of an arctic breeze
and a shutting of doors and echoes of the
term * faddist ” following you down the
street.

Al this is quite natural and to be expected;
and a clear recognition of it should bring
courage to those who are deterred from

taking some line of action through fear of .,

earning the ancient and honourable title of 4
faddist. It is in the nature of things that ac- ~
tion brings re-action.. Every movement of
progression finds retrogression hanging on to
its coat tails. The lava stream from some
volcano of human conviction and purpose is
no sooner outpoured than crystallisation sets
in. In the same way, humanity in the mass
is forever being pushed forward, and forever
denounces the pusher. Humanity covets
ease and quietness; and in the authentic
faddist, whose fad is based on principle, it
sees its disturber, its awakener. Seen rightly
therefore, the frown bestowed by the world
upon the true faddist is the highest compli-
ment it could pay him, and the prophecy of
his ultimate mastery. (1907)

S

W o

Culture is more than art. It is Beauty
and a direct manifestation of Beauty.
It is impossible for a nation to be cul-
- ‘ tured without the manifest expression
w of Beauty, and it is the very fine thread
of culture that weaves all the activities
_ of a nation, whether in the political,
n the educational, the artistic, the reli.

gious, the philosophic, or any othe:
field of life, into one splendid whole.

RUKMINI DEV.

i—.l —

NOVEMBER 1948
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the article proceeds, there is need for the no external consideration of merely material

expansion of the vision of the student ; to
“the development of his individual facuities
and the cultivation of his capacity for gooc;
national citizenship, has to be added : the
cultivation of his capacity to be an intelligent
and loyal member of the world community.”’

To the re-writing of history is to be added
the promotion of * cultural exchanges '’ be-
tween the nations.  This we suggest, touches
the most essential and potent element in any
effort of international getting-togethey ; it
s also the most delicate and the most liable
to abuse. If the approaching minds were
entirely - hospitable, without mental or emo-
tional Superiarity, free from ulterior pra-
pagandist intent, the way of exchange
would ‘be broadened and smoothened
Bu@ this is far from the psychologicai
attitude of the political leaders of the
western nations today. A glance at a daily
newspaper will show the appalling and
widening gulfs between the socalled indeo-
Iog«gs of the nations, to which i added the
abihty‘ of one nation to negative the will of
a majority of nations by the exercice of its
single vote. The menace of this state of
affairs is seen by the writer of the arti-
cle under reference, He sees the barriers
to the receptive side of internatianal ex-
change, and sees that the lowering of these
depends on the receiving country. ‘it is
:)he fes.ser\;_e'__gfmall such work that it can only

e Iruitis PORON as it is welcomed by

\¢d.”  The “indis.
@ N.promoting inter-

P
& desire, existing
o ] <& to acquire it.”

e desired ‘movement towards

N mt;l::eztgapdms. But there is
by = ¢ ~HCendous than histor
- ‘Iau!ﬁamty N a direction that

things can detect. Mr. Jinaraiadasaf haj
recently referred to ‘‘ the dark clouds of evi
karma created by mankind for mllhor.\? Y
years.” Who knows but it may take mllhlon:
of years more to dissipate them. Yett E;e
is always the memory of upsurges fromltl d
inner nature of humanity, sometimes cai€
revivals, that have swept large groupst:e
humanity into intense aspiration towardsh °
higher life. These may not recur; butt elie
is a call to every youth and adult to tan
their own part in the work by develOP',tgs
their sense of beauty and their P"W‘erot ;ai
expression, so that the materials of * cul t:e
exchange ’ may be increased and eleva na
to the .highest level of personal ar}d r?atllode
achievement. n the fine arts (which in une
music and the dance) there s at hand 0
of the most certain means to the showind
out of a nation's finest qualities andd'n
inviting  of symoathy and understalz ‘ gs
Unfortunately, in the western woric

. - we as
pointed out by Mr. Jinarajadasa, t,},’irjthof

a .
been for the last forty years Artists 0

ugliness which passes for beauty. eri-
the various divisions of their work are _e"Pan
menting to find new models of creation "
self-expression, and they think they hav y
right to create what are fundamentally uigc
and repellent works of so-called art. Wan
have a most injurious effect on menainst
women, and especially children.” As 29 the
this campaign of aesthetical P°'s°"'ngﬁona
Editor of this journal and the ed.“cad are
institutions with which she is associate

ardently working by bringing out th They
qualities and powers of their students. o al
offer the right hand of comriici"?f""'.p o life
who are engaged in trying to bring mtt
the qualities of personal and collective 2
ment by which international understal"d"‘g"ed'y
be brought about more quickly and assur===
than it can by other means.

JAMES H. COU

tain-
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The Spirit of India

is a story about India, _that gives
HEaRnE insight intyo the real spirit of lnd}:a,
* The story is of the goddess Parvati, a daug ht-
er of the mountains, who lived in the
Himalayas. She marriedldShlva, who, to the
i is Ki e world.
H"g:é lsdlz;jgﬂ?efrteh was a misunderstanding
between them. Parvati was very sad. Shiva
looked at her rather amused, although he
knew something was troubling‘her; but to
tease her he pretended he did not know.
She walked away by herself to a lake and
<at down on the bank with her feet in the
water. She was thinking, | am so lonely
(it seems even Goddesses can be lonely),
«{ wish | had a friend.”’
‘A\x‘sthat moment a swan came tOW_ards‘her.
A As she céressed it with her hand, it said 'tz
her. “| am lonely, too. May | stay wit
you? " *Yes' she said, ** will you t;e!l' rze
why you are lonely. and your hlstory.d ths
it began to tell her its story she hear / e
buzzing of a bee. which f\na{ly”segled onb er
sHoulder. *'| also am lonely, sa?ld“t}'\'eY ee,
*May | sit here and listen too es,
she said. After a little while 2 big bear came
along, who also wanted to join the. company.
As she was caressing the swan, listening to
it finishing its 'story'i sudd:ndly the swan, the
ear all vanished.
beﬁ,v?lr;\(; t::\bl alone ? " she thought, as she
walked along the mountains to her home.
On the way she met a great big bull called
Nundi, and putting her arms around his neck,
she said, | am so glad you came, for | am
very lonely.” Then she began to cry. As
if in 2 flash, she found her arms were around
the neck of the god Shiva, her husband, who
was smiling at her. He said, ** Do you think
you can ever go away from me? Though
you went away, | was with you as the swan,

By RUKMINI DEVI

the bee, and the bear who sat beside you,
and | was Nundi.”

The Goddessrepresents the feminine aspect,
sometimes called matter, which can never be
separated or ‘‘lonely,” because she is an
inherent part of the one life.

1 do not know whether the story as | have
told it gives the * quality "' of Indian stories,
but it is a beautiful one, helping us to
realize the oneness of form and life. There
are lovely stories in India through which one
gets the true ' atmosphere ' of India.
They teach the Hindus, who, for thousands
of years, have been thinking along these
lines, who have studied the great philoso-
phers, studied their lives, searching for truth,
and the reality of life. It has given them
power to search deeply for knowledge which
comes from books, and even the simple
stories which bring such beauty ; thus has
been perpetuated through the ages the wis-
dom of the sages of India.

Hear, clearly ringing, the voice of the
silence within yourselves. That is what India
urges you to do. She is a country evolved
in silence. Often in Southern India many
people watch for the sunset, and as soon ag
the sun goes down there is a peculiar,
sudden silence. You see women working.
in the fields, and carts going along dusty
roads as people come from their homes
on the pilgrimage to the temples, poor
people who know no comfort or joy, who
are ill-clad, are simple, and have little
education—even there, among them, you
sometimes hear the voice of the silence,
Or, in the early> morning, when the sun
rises, there is deep silence in the air.
The orthodox people ‘on rising sing and
chant mantrams, after ~bathing "in  the
river or sea, and pray to' the Goddess



THE TRUE ARTIST

the c::“::’::‘ C:: .:e an artist. To vpaint: to sing, or to dance is not
Beauty. A man wmea“ty' The world has a mistaken conception of
in his garde go to an art gallery and leave thP beautiful tree

n neglected and unnoticed. A musician may be able to

play the violi .
y the violin and yet drive the birds away from his garden because

they disturb hi :
him. There is no expression without appreciation. To

appreciate ar
t truly, you must appreciate fife. If you desire to create,

appreciat i ‘
e .a e the cr‘eatlon around you. To be a true artist, you must first

Ppreciate, then live, and then express or create.
RUKMINI DEVI
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The Crow's Nest

-l-HE present number of *The Young
Citizen " is divided between the doings

and sayings of the Editor and the Silver

~Jubilee " of the All-India Federation of Young

World Federation as
to it in the October
at it should be so,

e0sophists—not the
we mistakenly referred
number, |t is fitting th
as our Editor happens to be
dent of the World Federation of Young
heosophists. By the time this number Is
pub.‘iShEd. she will have her face set towards
ihdia,  All November we may think of her
8 coming nearer and nearer {0 us, bringing
her unique gifts of idealism and inspiration
of creative
ofauty in India, and to resume her place in
The Crow's Nest’’. When her diary be-
Comes available, a full account of what dis-
:-onne‘:ted reports indicate to have been a
Ime of artistic joy and spiritual expansion
O many thousands of hearers will be pos
Sible. Meanwhile, to give some measure of
:“‘SfactiOn to the growing pumber who
:Ag?rd Srimati Rukmini Devi, ,some as a
Pritual guide, others as @ ledder in the
Creation of beauty through the 2rts and the
sPreadi"g of beauty into life, we shall bring
Ogether some of the events ©
With some little repetition for

also the Presi-

the sake of

completeness, in a summary entitled * Trave-
logue of an Artist "' in our next number
* # ’

The problem of cultural exchange between
the nations as a means towards attainin
the *international understanding " that .
felt to be the essential preliminary to worllcsl
peace. is receiving increasing attention, .as
it most.ur.gently requires. An editorial aréiéle
in * Britain To-day " (October) divides the
work in two: (1) the turning of the mind
of citizens. young and old, towards the ¢o :
ception of a wider citizenship than that gf

country ; (2) supplying to the people of

foreign countries such services a
ple may desire with a view to :nt:k?:e l::o'-
studies of another country more fFUit?u[g eir
‘ To attain this end a re-writing of l{ist
is recarnmended, so that citizens of ary
country ““ should have a more balanced v(:me
of other countries.” History books in ti i
past were filled with wars between'm:sy
countries, * and the intimate cultural l'elat't .
ship which meant so much to their liter fon- 1
art and intellectual growth ™ were ;tUrE. |
mentioned. The point of view has tafly
come European and inter-continenta? T.{
Ipdia, we may add, the view is becom; i
Asian as well as inter-continental. H;‘\:\eg ‘
!
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that she may bring them prosperity.  You
perhaps need not go to the river with them,
but rather sit in your room and listen.  There,
even though you do not see anything, you
feel something, an exalting something to
to which we are all trying to listen with our
““other ears,” and one contacts a sense of
eternity, a sense of being, a sense of great-
ness, of majesty. Daily you can hear chants
expressing the real majesty of the great
teachings of the Manu, who gave them to
the Hindus. The rhythm which comes with
them is ke an eternal pulse that beats, the
heart of the universe. You hear that in the
silence,

I am sorry to say many Indians do not
realize what India really is—its age-old,
simple beauty. They think it much nicer to
be confortable, and would rather have alf the
modernity the West can offer. Not the
orthadox people, however. If | were to
offer an arthodox Hindu some of the Western
comforts, he would say, “What do | want
with a soft bed, and material things? lsn't
the tloor good enough?” You may enjoy
comforts as much as you like, you can
have everything you like in life, but most
enjoyable material things become boring if
you have enough or too much of them.
A beautiful thing or truth can never become
a bore.. Most remarkable, but true !

.~ We often speak from the point of view of
the real, the beautiful, the eternal, yet we do
not try to listen to that inner voice. -lt is
because do not know the essential truth ;
it is because we do not know the beauty of
the inner life in humanity as well as in the
Gods; and because we do not knaw, we get
tired and want something different. We are
continually changing our minds, our thoughts,

' our opinions, seeking far this, that or the
other. We are seeking all those things in
the form and not in the life. Real form can
never be separated from life,

In India there is a soulful atmosphere and

majesty. There is a sense of eternity, of

real being, that India gives. But the others
can give you form. Were we to raise
ourselves to higher levels and torget all that
is ugly in our different countries and put them
together, we could make a most marvellous
ritual of all countries. India can give that
life, and the rest of the world can produce

a most beautiful chalice combined out of #

the many, each perhaps of a different colour.

For instance, if America liked to be an
emerald or ruby, why not? Every country
would be a gem. If we could bring to-
gether the small sparks of those gems which
burn away all dross from each individual,
and synthesized only the pure gems, we
could exist in every individual country, we
could form one unity and one life, Even if
the whole nation is not evolved, at least a
small section of the nation can be evolved to
praduce that, to be the starting point of that
great jewel which is ourselves.

I like to think how often in India the lotus
is represented as a spiritual flower. The
jewel in the lotus, which you read about in
The Light of Asia—what Is the jewel? of
course you could say Lord Buddha. But
what is He ? Not merely an evolving being far
away from us. Not merely one who is ever
so much more beautiful than we are, br
someone who can help us from far away. It
is not that. Heis in us, is the very spirit of
us. A lotus, although born perhaps in 2
pond, in mire,-_and it doesn't matter how
dirty the pond really is,—is the most beauti
ful flower because it has risen above ugli-
ness, because it has transmuted all that it
ugly into all that is beautiful.

You and | talk about who is great and whe
is not, who is beautiful and who is not, wht
is spiritual and who is not. All this does no
matter. Our arguing does not matter. Ther
is a reality above us apparently not concerne
with us. yet to grow out of us like the lotus.

This is only s glimpse of what India has t
bring to the world, and that glimpse ist
help you see the wisdom she possesses.

“if asked to do the same, m
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The Poet's Workshop:

SCULPTOR, on being asked t;:\ iestzrigs
his art, said that all one ;. o d
was to get a piece of stone and chip away

- eed. A poet,
the fragments one did noﬁg,;it say that one

had only to get paper and pencil or pen and

h
put down the word; ane |.'neee<;ireci‘.'| Tdiz
reply of the sculptors q‘{§52’?"ht Lo made
not think it was so simple, mig o To

also to the poet. Nor isit so Sl{:é)s S
make a sculpture or a poem m\}lo i
thing to do it with, and somew 1eret  do i
in: in short, a workshop, _and no r:en{‘
appropriate place but essential eq;:tps e
On the side of craft the poet ha e
vantage over other artists in t'hat hz csculptor
his workshop about with him. St
cannat carry chisel and mallet ar;\» ot
ot granite in his pocket or under his o
poet can go about with a wntlngi-w;;s 8 e
a pencil or fountain pen ancliazzt up
shop in any inconspicuous place. .
OBF:l;n thney essentfi)al part of his wor:‘el:sn:et
done by the poet i his workshop, U less he
be of the objective order and requn;(eis sher
ences and paraphernalia. The wor A
by the workshop in the poet.t;':: sgbtler
apparatus of writing, but by e e
apparatus of feeling and thoug A ade
processes and qualities that pc;e yets 2o
by. The two main classes © npc;m o
externally excited and the internally | dzscrib:
are curiously, for all their dd’ferencles, e
able by two words that need orll y tahem 1ge
of position of one letter to Make hem the
same—reactive and creative. Un xbr the
heavy arts, which are final and stable nd
solid and unalterable, the art of thte :ﬁz s
trangible to only a very small exten ,t ond lts
tangbility, in manuscript or book, is 1o funda,
mental or essential: poetry was inie

By JAMES H. COUSINS

to be heard, not seen; in its beginnings it
was all intangible. | can give from memory
a poem on the Taj Mahal without paper or
pen or writing ; but | cannot give the Taj
Mahal save in its own person and substance.

Yet, for all the appearance af simplicity
and easy transit in the poet’'s warkshop, he
would be a poor artist who had not a
curtained daoor that opened into an inner
room_-a builder's yard, a witches’ cauldron,
perhaps (one speaks with reverence) a
Shekinah where dwells the cloud-hidden
presence of the Creative Spirit. It is there,
in fact, that the Great Work is done. The
movement of pen or paper is not the creat-
ing of a poem, but its recording. The
movement may come at the end of an
apparently motionless hour. A line per-
haps may take us half a day™ Yeats said;
and Francis Thompson said the same thing
differently ; :

“From stones and poets we may know
Nothing so active is as that which |east
seems so.”’

The power of true poetry arises from its be.
ing a synthesis of all arts and crafts. If you
could be admitted to the poet's inner work.
shop, and its process could be translated inte
physical sounds and sights and actions, ant
* amplified,” you would probably be shake
to dust by the tremendous complex simul
taneous interaction of building, sculpturing
painting, dancing, music: hammers clashing
saws thrilling, wheels turning, forms gyrating
drums beating, harps twanging: an unintell
gible hubbub from which would emerge =
froin a seven-times heated forge a handful ¢
words—but wards charged with the magic ¢
Keats, the fire of Shelley, the energy «
Browning, the vision of Rabindranath, «
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whatever quality the genius of the poet can
exprass,

It is the simuftaneous fusion of the char-
acteristics and quality of the various arts that
makes the utterances of poetry so impressive
and lasting. The age of Sappho is distin-
guished from our own terribly self-important
age by having preceded it to oblvion; but
the few known lines of her poetry, that are
scrupulously treasured by scholars. speak the
immortality of the heart and mind expressed
through imagination and art. A lapanese poet
was remembered for centuries for one little
stanza, and some years ago was ceremonially
made the patron of all Japanese poets.

To the extent that a poem makes a home
(it it is only human) or a place of worship (it
tt recalls the divinity of its true home in
the spirit) for the imagination, populates it
with worthy images, decorates it fittingly,
fills it with music, and thrills it with dancing,
it will fulfil its mission of voicing what George
Meredith called ““ our inmost in the sweetest
way.” Not all poems do so to the same
extent in any, or afl of the gualities of
figurativeness, decoration. music, rhythm
through which ideas and feelings are express-
ed. The greatest reach less than perfection
in one ar other : hence the vatiety in poetry,
and the fascination {and contradictions) of its
study. The ultimate secret is in the poet’s
workshop. We cannot enter that inner
workshop when it is working in the poet.
But thase who have made a study of the

v

products of the workshop can infer trom
their characteristics something of the techni-
que of creation that lies behind them : some-
thing, not everything; for the poet would
be the last person to say that his or her
poem is a perfect expression of the nner
impulse, which would be the same thing as

saying that the finite exhausts the infinite. &

One of them {myself in fact) has sung it
thus ; g

! heard a wonderful thing

When { drank of the spirit’s wine ;
And what | heard { sing—-

But only the sang is mine ;

Only the struggle of speech

Like a whirl of leaves in a blast,

Or 2 fringe of shells on a beach
That tells of a wave that has passed.

From a rapture & moment shared

{ fall on 2 broken wing ;

But what | have heard | have heard—
And the least is the song | sing.

Not all can be poets: it is given to few
even to be bad poets, for even bad poetry
is a very exacting pursuit. But the study of
poetry {in its mother-tongue first, and in
other tongues later) is ane af the essentials
of education, through which high thought
and fine feeling may be stimulated, and the
qualities of postry (which are the qualities of
true life) be carried into individual action and
group organization,

THE CREATIVE SPIRIT IN ART

Nobody can teach another to be really a creative artist and express the
divine genjus. The creative spirit must come from within, as somethirg that
can not help expressing itself. The artist does not say, ' ! know dancing,
} know music.” but “ | am the dence, | am music.”

RUKMINI DEVI

122

S——

Life in Freedom’

i {
IF we go back in history du”&i tstfugp;}se
150 years we shall see that ge

of the most ¢

for freedom has been ane
om has been X From the
Portant problems of h"m;;“t;/i}ne of actual

time of feudalism, from t d to
Physical slavery, we have now Progges:;chm
another kind of slavery, 8 state oe pof isrns
fogical slavery. We live a-nfazzism, com-
fanging from national socialisctt, ms such_ 2%
Munism, socialism 0 °:1her~ . isms. The

s0sophisms and our own Pr with
world t?rdav is full of isms. 1t .;Cﬂz;::det?aeas'
People who are dominated ybaoks “ln-
In one of Dr. Annie Besants fine descrip-
traduction to Yoga, we ﬁ_n d aridden. &
tion of such people 35 idea- selvas to be
heasophists, who consider OUF ourselves to
it the forefront, who cansider

individual and
have a spacial key to M3 md ourselves

v
world problems, have to gud ical
dmgsntlﬁ Dagainst this kind of p’.YCho}og
Slavery.

These bigger and
ahd habit-forming.  'he)
acting, feeling and th\"“*“k
"Qendy. Fraedom is at 512 e', moment of
to face this problem at eve recansider
our life. We have CO"?”MW ::\otions and
and revalue alf our actions: eh stupidities
thoughts so as not 10 falt inte ;,':king, Aa
of habit-acting. fealing ’.nd - barriers to
both good and bad hab}ts are
fre}gdom, the prob

his brings us o ) hical
seif-educa'tign waell-known in OUF Theosopnt

; . ink we know
crcles.  We Yheosc’phw‘ski:\?n of training,

quite s Jot about this K stional
the trainng of auf phys:cal,cfe:; soan
and mental bodies ; and many e

} Adgress to the Vasanta Youth Llodgé
Theasophicel Society, Adysr.

jém of spiritual

By THEO LILLIEFELT

s considerable amount of effort and time in
these activities. %t is therefore very im.
portant, before we begin to do so, thar we
go into the problem of freedom very deeply

Some of us have tried to cultivate virtues
Let us take the virtue of courage, Wha
is it really to be courageous? Is it 1o by
abla ta face and resist a stranger pawer with
out flinching? We can imagine hoth |
physical of mental conflict when this “ caur
age ' comes into action. Let us imagine
shipwreck. There is great danger, and witt
out thought of our own safety we rush fo
ward 2nd rescue another person from certa;
death, s that courage ? Can we not i
terpret that action in another way? If w
analyse our reactions deeply and inte
ligently, and if our act of " courage”
not fust putting up a show, our deepe
motive to act in a8 couragecus way
just Love, s it notl We feel our friend
brother is in danger, and as we like him y
act heroically, bravely, as @ is put, and sa
him from certain death or acute pain. The
are many virtues which can be analysed i
that, It is ssid the Devil possesses many
them, This should make us suspicious.
many <cases these virtues are just go
habits, good breeding or the like, a form
subtle stupidity. Very often we are putt
up a show because it is just good manng
We are therefore only complicating matt
unduly in the pursuit of all these viry
Should we not instead try to understand
directly and simply ? May be we shall ¢
discover real freedom which comes when
love’ one another. We will then be ha
and natucal.

But what abaut our Theosophical teachi
our books about Karma, Reincarnatian,
Masters and other matters. W we
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wtural, if we are really free, will not Karma
ake care of itself 2 Why bother about re-
ncarnation ? Why dream about the Masters ?
F we act happily and treely, one day we are
sound to meet them ; we may even remem-
Jer our previous lives as Kings, Queens and
rime Ministers ! { am sure that will happen ;
Jut still th:'kkr}roMedge about the laws of our
z0smos which we call i

s iich we all Theosophy is to me of

Let me tell you of an ex erience of
years ago. | had a dull jopb as 8 teac??:?:
she country. Life was uninteresting, a formid-
sble drudgery. | remember one evening
when evgrybody was out. | was pacing one
of the big rooms of the country house with
1 cold and cramping Swedish winter outside.

felt very !onefy and desperate, there was
10 meaning n fife—no prospects. And then
or some inexplicable reason | began to
eview my hte with all its problems, causes
ind effects. | saw myself in relation to
lifferent personalities, easy to understand or
:omplex and puzzling. And suddenly, in a
:urious way, | perceived a hidden purpose
2 definite plan The plan was there and |
<new it was a good plen, a plan of supreme
achievement. It was very thriling. tt was
ke & scientist discovering a remedy against
3 major disease. My disease ther, was lone.
liness and despair.

Theasaphy is such a remedy. | remember
when later | became member of the 1. 5. |
borrowed the well known book * The Masters
and the Path.” | read and read, and i saw
how our world was protected and directed
to a good end. Was not that wonderful ?
Of course we need alt these teachings.

But Life is like the handling of a camera,
it may have a wondertul lens—we may com-
pare the lens with our intellect, knowledge
and other capacities. But we must know
how to focus it so that we can catch a sharp
picture. And this focussing process may be
compared with the ability to be constantly
adjusted to all the changing problems of life.
For life is 2 series of exceptions, and cannot
be understood by a series of prefabricated
rules. In this adjustment freedom is found.
And our camers must be more perfect than
the best. It must have the capacity of the
eye which spontaneously adjusts its lenses t0
the constantly changing distances between
itself and the objects perceived.

| remember a very interesting discussion
some years ago with some prominent
German prisoners -of war. They had been
big bosses during the Nazi rule. Now they
said that Hitler had deceived them, and they
outlined for me their own views on how
Germany should be reorganized and saved.
They were very clever, men with brilliant
intellects and other remarkable capacities
But they were hopelessly *“out of focus.”
They did not understand freedom. Theil
plans contained no real freedom. v

The world is at an impasse to-day in ¢
supreme struggle for freedom. It may stil
win the battle without bloodshed, and it «
therefore our duty to be fighters for th
freedom. It is a great task and require
constant watchfulness. The honour to hav¢
weighted the scales in the right directior
may therefare belong to a small never relent
ing minority. Do we belong to it ?

As our being here becomes transparent to the Light, we receive more
and more of the true. Intuitions begin to feap up in us every instant, and we
receive, according to our capacity, vision, imagination, knowledge of past and
future, illuminations about the nature of things, wisdom and poetry,

AE. Song and its Fountains
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Youth and Theosophy

rHE progress of the world largely depends

on what youth at a particular g«vg:
lime dreams and cherishes. Youth fired wit
enthusiosm and  idealism endeavours [:o
realise its ideals here on earth. it ;ms\:he
vision, the energy and the drive for ;3
same. It sacrifices everything towards sqtc;
realization. fts contribution IS therefo‘:;e vita
and basic for the evolution of the worid.

In this zeal for progress youth often nCmef
lacks understanding and know!ec{ge. o?n
sequently it falls a prey .to‘sogans.} n
moments of failure, youth is likely to <:4h
heart, and it either thoughtlessly shoves t c;
respansibility for failure on to ?thgrs'ezt
dangerously kindles the fires o w: "
revolution as a counterpaise to the set- fac; .
It fails to perceive that the cause o ttﬁ
failere may be itself. It forgets ﬁl\(e) t}:u
of the profound statement of Mr. J. ris ::e-
murti, that the individuals problem is O
world problem.  The progress of the \Ag:r is
conditioned by the progress of t.e_dm-!
dividual. To the extent that the mdlv:_u;
in himself is perfect, at home, in the neigh-
bourhood, in the Lodge, in the country. to
that extent the world is perfect. It is
immaterial what others do or not. If one
does or abstains fram daing, the world will
foltow. The moment youth {eahges the pro-
found significance of this, it will cesse to
blame others. Instead, it _wd! turn the search-
light of criticism towerds itself.

But it is Theosophy or ancieat wisdom that
can save youth from the quagmire of failure
and despondency. The very thought of
Theosophy reminds one of the existence of
an all-embracing spiritual plan of Eyolutso?.
This concept is not a new one. leisaso d
as religion. In fact it is the faith in the
existence of such plan that is the bedrock of

By SANKAR RAO

off religions, though its expressions might vary.
The existence of a God, of an ali-powerful
omniscient Being presupposes a God's Plan.
The Christian prayer puts it: * Thy Wil
Be Done, Thy Kingdom Come.” The Christian
is conscious of a Plan and prays for its tulfil-
ment. Youth must see and work for its
realization.

This fundamental Theosophic concept of a
spiritual Plan definitely means that all happen-
ings, including failures, arte in furtherance of
the Plan. A spiritual Plan is necessarily an
evolutionary process, wherain failures are
just the stepping stones to success. The
wwentieth century has seen two majo
disasters already. namely the two catastrophic
wars. But they have left an enormou
though inadequate sense of the oneness of |
this Universe. At no time in the history of P
this world did man realize more than now the J
unity and the essential oneness of this world, ©
Today there is no nation in the world that |
thinks that it can stand by itself; that it !
can lead an isclated existence. Peace and |
prosperity are indivisble. One wonders
whether this would have been possible but
for the wars.

Youth can no longer be despondent, when
it realises how everything is in the scheme of
things and one is not to rest till the goal is
reached. Hence the understanding of an
evolutionary spiritusl Plan is a fountain source
of inspiration.

This Evolution is brought about by an
unfoldment of life or consciousness is an ever
ascending scale of individuality through
everything. This fundamental concept of

. Theosophy means that all of us are travelling

on the same path, but at different levels, or
the ladder of evolution. There can thersfore
be no question of being intolerant an¢
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impatient with those who might be on the
lower rung of the ladder. With this know-
ledge one can only guide those behind and
not look down upon them as society generally
does with reference to its so called back-
ward communities or individuals. Educa-
tion will then become a pleasant process of
helping each other in this progress and creat-
ing conditions for the blossoming of one's
personality. It revolutionises the traditional
concepts of education. Dr. Annie Besant
once said, ‘‘the child that comes into his
(educationalist’s) hand is not a sheet of blank
paper on which he can write what he wishes :
the child brings a character with him, and
education is more a matter of drawing out
than of putting in.”" It is a matter of the flower.
ing forth of the child’s consciousness. It is a
process of mutual communication between
the child and the teacher. Such unfoldment
must quicken the progress of the world.

While this recognises the various stages of
one’s evolution it equally emphasises the
very basis of Universal Brotherhood. A
spiritual  Plan  of an evolutionary process
means a brotherhood * one in origin, one in
way and one in goal.”" Everyone is an evolv-
ing soul, as is every other. Therefore one
has to see one’s self in everyone and every-
one in one’s self. Our individuality is ** an
image of His own Eternity”” as Dr. G. .
Arundale once put it. The recognition of
such a brotherhood is the very first object of
Theosophicial Society. Once such a sense of
brotherhood is felt in one's life, one sees the
clashes and “harmonies all around as the

means of the unfoldment and realization of
the Plan.

A spiritual Plan also implies the existence

of “immutable faws of growth and the pre.

sence of omniscient Lords of growth,” whom
Theasophy mentions as of the White Brother-
hood. There is many "a phenomenon in
nature that is yet to be explained.- Many

chapter of the evolution of the Universe has
to be interpreted. The youth with its vision
of the distant glory should divert its attention
to a study of comparative religion, philosophy
and science and to an investigation of the
unexplained laws of nature and the powers
latent in man. These are the two other
main objects of the Theosophical Society.
Youth can make a distinct contribution to-
wards the furtherance of these objects as it
brings a fresh and rosy outlook to whatever
it takes up, and help to understand the Truth
better. When youth once realizes the full
significance of Theosophy with all its implica-
tions, it can never meet failurein life. On
the contrary it will face it with zest and
zeal, making the kingdom of God on Earth
come earlier, the fulfiment of the spiritual
Pian.

But before this can be done, one must be
careful about one’s thoughts. The influence
ot thought for good or evil is tremendous,
A thought is a potential act and a potential
force with its reactions on others. Youth,
unless it is careful, is fikely to neglect the
course of its thoughts and their significance.
Youth, being free from tradition, has
powerful thoughts, and the progress of the
world is dependent on youth thinking oh
right lines, dreaming in consonance with the
spiritual Plan as envisaged by Theosophy.
Brother Edriss Noal, -addressing . a sym-
posium of Young Theosophists, at the
Australian Eastern Convention at Adelaide,
early this year, said * Young Theosophists,
have a special opportunity, for their ideas are
less set in traditional moulds and because
ideals are especially strong in youth, It is
the young men who dream dreams, So let
us dream with persistence and energy until
in the fullness of time our dream of one
World is realized on the physical plane,” May
the Masters give us, the youth, the vision
and the power to fulfil this dream and be
instrumental for the fulfilment of their Plans!

————,

- of the Besant Theosophicia'
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A Youthtul Jubilee

need for social change in the world in gene-
ral and India in particular.  On September
29 a public meeting was attended mostly b)’
young people. “The place of Youth in
world affairs "' was spoken on by Miss Neger-
walla and Mr. S. C. Sheth. Mr.R. M. Apai-
walla, President of the Bombay Theosophical
Federation, presided. The function closed

i n entertainment.
W|tThh: Lotus Youth Lodge of Bangalore
celebrated the Silver Jubilee on October 2
and 3 under the chairmanship of Mr. Sidney
A. Cook, Vice-President of the Theosophical
Society. Over 75 de!ggates attended.
After prayers of the religions and.greetmgs
Mr. Cook congratulated the ngeratmn on the
attainment of its Silver Jt{btlee, and in an
instructive address emphasised the need of
efficiency in any work that youth undertook.
A well attended public lecture on “ The Yoga
of Nationhood™™ was given by Mr. Cook in
the evening, and was followed by an enter-
tainment arranged by the young people. On
October 3 Mrs. Etha S.’ Cook presided over
a symposium on * Youth’s contribution to the
progress of the world.” Many Yough Theo.
sophists took part. A Question and Answer
meeting was presided over by Mr. Cook. in
the evening Mr. U. G. Krishna Moorthy gave
a public lecture entitled * Why Theosophy ?"
The Bharat Samaj puja was performed each
morning. A Round Table ceremony was
held under the direction of Srimati Seeta
Nilakantan. A drama closed the celebration.

Youth week was celebrated by the Anand
Youth Lodge, Ahmedabad, from ‘October 3
to 9. Daily 60 to 70 youths of both sexes
attended the lectures. Srimati Indumati
Mehta, President of the adult Lodge, occy.
pied the chair. Lectures were delivered by
poets, educators and social workers, all
voicing the demands of youth for drastic
changes in education, religion, economics,
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social organization and culture. * The role of
Youth in world affairs " was also a subject.
A muscial entertainment concluded the
celebrations.

The Vijayavada Federation of Young
Theosophists celebrated the Silver Jubilee of
of the All-india Federation from September
25 to October 1. Sri |. Venkataramanayyah,
in his Presidential address, emphasised the
responsibility of Youth as the rulers of the
future. Mr. C. S. Narasimham, M. A, spoke
on the “ Role of Youth in world affairs.” He

THE RELIGIOUS SPIRIT IN ART

emphasised the need of _ follswing the
Gandhian principles on Economics as well as
the ideals of Theosophy if world peace was
to be secured. Mr, Digavalli Seshagiri Rao
followed on strictly Theosophical lines. Dur-
ing the succeeding days the need of change
in social, economic and cultural matters was

stcessed by a number of speakers. Locald”

educationists and lawyers presided. Music,
Bharata Natya and a drama gave the touch
of’ the .art to the proceedings, which were
voted a fine sudcess.

An important element in art is the religious spirit. If you could rise into
great heights of emotion, into deep thought, into high aspiration, the creative
spirit would come to you. A creative genius could do the same thing a
hundred times, and yet every time it would seem different, because every
time it was a fresh experience. The most inspiring piece of art | have ever
seen was the Parthenon. Why was it inspiring, even in ruins and many
thousands of years after it was created? Because the artist was full of
treshness when he created it, and that freshness lives in his work today.

RUKMINI DEVI
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In old India Art was part of the scheme of everyday life. and
that was where the Indian genius showed itself. But nowadays art is
something to be displayed. In the old Indian homes even the kitchen
vessels were beautifully shaped, everything in life was beautiful anq
picturesque.  That creative spirit of beauty has to be reborn in India
today. We must train ourselves to have the eyes to see, to see the
beauty in a piece of bronze. We have in India great treasures, but
we have not learned to discover them. The greatest treasures aré

simple, and we are unable to see them because we ourselves are

not simple.
RUKMINI DEV
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The Crow’s Nest -

HE YOUNG CITIZEN in this number
celebrates two arrivals ; first in time

the birth of George Sydney Arundale on
December 1, 1878. The pen portrait of
“h)m, published herein, by one knew him
- intimately, will conjure up his personality and
character. His own article on * The Path
to Leadership,” also in this number, con-
densed from an address to young citizens
so long ago as 1918, will give an idea of
ane aspect of his hopes and efforts for those
who were young then and are now what, in
Indian rackoning, are regarded as elders. It
‘wauld be interesting, if it were possible,
to know how many of those who heard the
original address were destined to reach
Positions of leadership in the era of national
awakening that was then opening under the
Inspiration and guidance of his own leader,
r. Annie Besant. Obviously not all could
ecome leaders. Obviously also it was not
Possible to identify those who might dq 50,
and offer them his ideas on the responsibilities
and methods of leadership; and leadership
involved those who were led. His message
therefore had a double appeal, which might
be condensed thus: * Young Citizens ! who
will shortly become seniors and later elders,
cultivate the qualities, of leadership ; but leave

the choice of the leader to necessity. Forget
personal ambition: it is just as honourable
to be a true follower as to be a true lsader
‘ The readiness is all "." i
But feadership was not the only aspect
of Dr. Arundale’s comprehensive thought
and multitudinous activity. Underneath these
were his vision of true education : the libera.
tion of all the powers of the individual under
the discipline of idealism. As part of such
discipline he recognised the necessity for
the bringing of creative art into education.
because of the natural and pleasurable can.
trols that it exercised through the limitation
of each art and craft to its own tools and
methads and form of expression. A volume
of his writings and addresses on education
would make an invaluable contribution to
thought on the subject, substantiated
experience. ) v
L * ¥ .

The second arrival that *The Youp
Citizen *' welcomes in this number ig that
of its Editor, Srimati Rukmini Devi, who vy
reach Madras by air from Bombay on Der
ember 4, completing the long journey f c-
New York via Paris, and ending a umrom
tour of seven months and some days fque
April 26) in western Europe (including G:Z:;
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Britain and Iraland), the United States, and
Central America.  We await final details
that will enable us to publish the complete
“Travelogue of an Artist.”  This, in the pre-
sent state of world affairs, would have more
than a personal interest ; it would indicate,
as glimpses through occasional letters from
friends have shown, the appreciation of
artistic beauty that still exists in the war-
weary and war-preparing parts of the world,
and on which consecrated and determined
artists can work for the future regeneration
of humanity. A ““travelogue,” in the case
of Srimati Rukmini Devi, would also indicate
the turning of the West towards the East
in  sympathetic appreciation through indi-
genous art, contrary to the time of harsh
criticism and misrepresentation of which the
name of Katherine Maya became the symbal.
This will be good for India through encour-
agement. But it will be still better for
-America and elsewhere through the breaking
down of religious and social barriers, and
the dissipation of the claims of superiority
in these matters which have in the past
beclouded relationships between East and
West. A letter just received from a corres.
pondent in New York gives a glimpse of this
very desirable process as seen by an Ameri-
.can, himself a follower of the Christian
Gospel, yet, as an artist, who has seen the
soul of India through her art. He writes -
" You know well what happens when Rukmini
arrives on the scene. Here it was hectic
beyond words day and night. . . She gave a
public evening of her classical dance. The
house was packed, many Indians, and Ram
¢ Gopal plus His woupe. ver-yg?ve\said it was
. the lovelies thing which has Q" faMsome out
. of India.. Wp’rwent up on to the staRe at the
end, qp&,spon tound hundreds following us.
Such gnthgsiasm | R, D. looked exciuisite. on
a large; s¥age with high open space above, . .
\ She Qd?ca\ saree gold effect in the first half

of the# ﬁoéﬁxmme, but white and gold for
ds
=
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the secaénd La,lf, which is so becoming. At

the end of the programme she sang: it was

t0o exquisite and astonishing. People adore’d

it!. . Atpublic lectures she won all hearts. . .
x* * *

To those who have not thought through to
the reality ot art and its place in life, such
expressions as those quoted above may
savour of exaggeration. [t may take some
time yet to break the superstition that art.
in any of its forms, means mere adornment
and amusement. But the growing use of
colour and sound and rhythm in the cure of
disease, and the corollary that what cures
disease should also prevent it, will before
long take possession of the popular mind, and
the demand for arts and crafts in education
will stir educational authorities to meet the
demand. Indeed the stirring has recently
begun in India. Attempts to Indianise educa-
tion since the removal of foreign control
have been influenced by econamic necessity
and led to the basing of syllabuses on a ba_SIC
craft.  But the fundamental need of creative
activity and beauty in schooling has not yet
been clearly realised by local authorities.
Whether such realization will come as the
result of three recent key utterances by the
political heads of the Dominion of India
remains to be seen. At the opening of an
exhibition of Indian art in New Delhi, trans-
ferred from London, Pandit Nehru, Prime
Minister of India, confessed that '*In |ndl'a'
today there is practically no sense of beauty.
He added the practical application of this
deprivation : People who cannot apgfectate
beauty are apt to reflect thisin life.” The
other side of this statement has been the
text of numerous lay sermons by the advo-
cates of art in education: “ Those who ap-
preciate beauty are certain to reflect the
characteristics of beauty in life.”" But better
than appreciation is participation ; hence the
need of art in education. Moulana Azad,
Minister of Education, said : ** Art is an educa-
tion of the emotions, and is thus an esse'ntialI
element in any scheme of truly nationa
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education.” But HisDExceéler;f)fjat;:pgigzﬁgr:;:.

neral of India, Dr. L. wa ) .
Si?h characteristic insight, said X Our :;tssh(a);
lapsed in the measure of ourl arrz;.\nn s ©
faith and reverence. l.t is only hw e icturé
faith and reverence shine thro;.:g etxpe ture
or a piece of sculpturg or arc gec ur thet
we exclaim *how beautitul! ere is or-
centrated the whole gospel of art as“pl;eact d
by Srimati Rukmini Devi gnc_i her colla o:ﬂa o :
in her double work of bringing art mtg e lfan
tion and education intp art, :(;anklr;%; h?:aalgd

ty in per s
?dg::aninzowll;?i;iyand pintelligence to art.
cElducagtion in their view must be corrlupleti:;
its inclusion of the arts for thi‘&evegz?\the
of the creative faculty m_the chi fan of the
appreciation of beauty in allits Iorm<;I At
be at its highest, constantly an "

et tly drawing to itself the vision of_t e
S'S't(.'atn a);d the finest qualities of aesthetical
:z:;ibility and purified intelhg‘enlce. o lndia

These P ol n their validity and

. e unhlversal i

:::?Ii:;tit:riy :mugh the implements and

o

Dt ¢

19428
methods of their expression will vary from ‘
art to art and from place to place. Surely,

in the present appallingly inartistic condition
of humanity, the time has come for eliciting
and giving formal expression to the combined
conviction of the artists and art lovers of the
world that creative activity in art must be
brought into education in order to bring forth
generations of truly human beings to whom
ugliness in all its forms will be repugnant, and
that art in all its forms should be purified of
all tendencies towards the inculcation of low
and enslaving habits of thought, feeling and
action. Whether this can be done on a
world scale or not, it is the mission of Srimati
Rukmini Devi, as expressed in articles, ad-
dresses and broadcasts over a number of
years, and is the aim and method of the
unigue art-institution, Kalakshetra, at Adyar,
Madras, over which she presides, and which
will give her a more than cordial welcome on
her return from her long and arduous tour
abroad in furtherance of her vision of a world
made beautiful,

JAMES H. COUSINS

LIBERATION THROUGH CREATION

« There exist two types of creation; one type is of serviceable actions
hich release the Divinity in others, and so by reaction release the Divinity in
whic

oneself.

The other type of creation releases the Divinity in sneself in anather

way. That mode of release is by art . .

« Art is always necessary for us as a means to Liberation

-+« We can-

t came to Liberation till we have freed ourselves by Creation . . .
no

« When a great spiritual message comes to us, we know haw SOmetim.es

life seems shattered, and how we must begin our |'fe all over again,
our lif re-creation, and such re-creation is absolutely essential if we mean to
Lzatfr:e. But as we re-create, if only we know how to create artistically,
then, once having created anew, we are free.

From Karma-less-ness by C. JINARAJADASA,



* Education must be real
the real nature of the child into full expres. -

~ happier place -than the home.
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Some Thoughts on Education

'I'HE education of to-morrow that so many

are now speaking of, is really the
education of to-day, and the education of
to-day that matters is the education that is
real, that gets down to the basic realities of
human nature.

There is a craze in the modern world for
doing what is new. But we must see to it
that what is new in education is also best for
the child. | have a feeling that the children
are made victims of our experiments and |
would like to call a halt to new experirents,
especially those based on foreign examples
in cultural, social and climatic circumstances
that are quite different from those of lndia.

» that is, it must help

sion and self-contral. Education must also
be simple, not complicated and overfoaded
with mere information as in many respects

it is today. And education for Indians in
India must be Indian.

| have been to America
schools, and | must say that they are not
models for us. They are entirely out of our
environment and our standard of fiving.

We in India have to know some of our
ancient ideals. In them we shali find educa-
tional ideals that bslong to all time, not only
to the past. A school must be an extention
of the home. The school must be even a
Women's
education must be Indian education. We
have been * educated "', but we are products
of British education.

. Iif. we read our ancient sacred books, we
cen take a-few sentences therefrom as our
educational ideals. A teacher should be a

and seen many

——————————

By RUKMINI DEV1

person who loves children, and plays ‘:':2
the children whom he loves. We havder-
base education on the ideals of love, ten ,
ness and service. These ideals must be mcan
practical. Without being too ancient wef the
be true in ideals. To be an extenltloﬂd" the
home, which | have just mentuones. -
school must be beautiful and happy. oists .
tines & is said by modern ec!uca!:w;\‘rt )
“Llet us have proper education, s,
something which we can have afterWﬂt o
But in my opinion everything '):‘uschﬂ ‘
simultaneously. We have to teach the i b
ren to appreciate Beauty. They s OS‘:;hoolf
surrounded by beautiful buildings. s chot
should not be like factory houses. o an
atmosphere should be kindly, _W“P"t aur
beautiful. Art, Beauty and Music mgsbriﬂ‘
round the children. How are we tohe ur
natural education in New India mtoht be:
natural schools and classrooms.? T|etmdf
equipment for the school is its natura G.bm
phere. There the children _w:ll Iea_?d\nnE
botany and birds and Sanskrit. Chi hnor
not need to be taught: they want to
Do not thrust studies on the student. 1 mast
Appreciation and love of the chi ortifi-
be the test for a licentiate Teacher's tnow
cate. Children learn easily when they oder?
that they are not being taught. The m . ol¢
learned man is less cultured than'o;l ving
uneducated mother or father who l’s_‘ o‘:n e
All should learn to run the home. Nov
the centre of beauty and huppmess.. et
we are free to plan and think on thes

- . A
Spoken at the Secondary Teachers C°“"""k
Ahmedabad, on 29th October 1947.
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The Path to

i he first importance
ER it to be of t st im t
l Cg?tsgery educatehd yoc;trh l:t;f;l: C:;’el:rt‘i r:z
lise that whatev
ShOU|dberei:I store for him, the dut):vzfs Suop'Z:
ma!;sure of leadership cleasly dev;hj‘:h pan
m:» under the circumsta\ncesma[r;1at ch India
tinds herself today (1918). N e thos
the qualifications needed?fort
ol theirfclo:g;rryi.s needed. Hither-
type of 1@ ) s how
A;::d“érsm has been a pasi«m:\; ;lt’ ;Sother
o become a science. And, like Ty other
to eci it requires steady Swd):wd?ng o
tant ;.IF-deniak for its understad shi' JPut
'Stams:ntence, the science of lea ael;er Se]f n
;?st: in the disciplining of'tf;tecscz:sms self o
of the largef: S
:!Zeniarieet?\se denying of the s‘mao":r; sset‘herz-
he sake of the larger. This involvas, there:
tf re, the subordinating of ?e:he et
od’desires to the needs © e R s
. { ¢ which comes to the sam thing.
2 whe: 0;;! of the surroundings in c
o e sl der must live in his home the
e hich he exhorts his aud|enc'e
i plic. Otherwise, there will %r?:/th;er:
'hn' p\; teﬁdency to follow thgdcroi:v
- i wae L.
of his duty te g
tha\?/: F::t:ssktla‘fortify ourselves ‘:o k:?e\easrlz v:z
Rhots unhesitatiﬂgiy. f:;:i:t’ieesnOf guidance
its di val, s
B lt:ngsaf:ggider to be ne‘;:essa;)x;c,::
oy t\tNeer how many follow or who osjsar”.
E‘ra ember that leaders are not nece t'mey
foT{:wed by the people of the;:r r?twn :And
They may be followed by pos eh y. And
S leader cares little whether he
owed eah' own people or by the genera-
f9"°wig k::yom‘: He is in polssession o; th‘i
:‘r:rt'ts\ and he must express it, cost whati

precepts Wlth w

Léédership

By GEORGE 5. ARUNDALE

may. By this | do not for a moment suggest
that a leader must not adapt his truth to the
understanding of the people among whom
he lives. Indeed must he inspire them to
tread the step that les in front ’of them on
their own pathway. It is not his pa.th that
he must ask them to follow bgt their path.
On the other hand, the fire of h»; enthusiasm
depends upon his own inner vision, and r}ot
upon the encouragement he may receive
from without,

Now let us come to some of the funda-
mentals of leadership. First, self-confidence.

There is not a single educated youth in
this country who has not a following some-
where in the future if only he will summon
it to himself in the proper way. Tao aften
do we create our own difficuities and then
display them to our friends as an excuse for
avoiding effort, As regards dn.ffxculnes, let
us understand that they are the indispensable
and the only stepping-stones to success of
whatever kind. Without them progress is
impassible. o

People are far too ready to imagine or
even unwittingly to create, barriers and ob-
stacles an their upward path. Some barriers
may, indeed, be inevitable. When we are
barn inte any particular life, the Gods send
in an account which, during that life, we
have to pay in instalments, or sometimes
even in a lump sum. For some the account
may be large: for the others meagre. But
for all it is an account which must be paid,
and if we do not pay it willingly, distraint is
levied on our happiness and we are left with
sorrow, Some barriers there may be which
in any one particular life are inevitable. They
may also be insurmountable, so far.as that
particular life is' concerned, but Eternity is

C.
19438

|
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given to us to make sure that there shall
remain no insurmountable obstacle as a living
denial of God's Divinity.  To gain self-con-
fidence we must live in the larger time as
well as in the smaller,  We may only be
able ta build a smal| house for this life, but
we may also begin to lay the foundations of
a palace for the fives to come,

there is so much we can
rid even of ¢

Henue, if
do to begin to get
he temporarily insurmountable
let us not be afraid of the lesser
J which  a fittle perservance wil gat
rid of. Take it for granted that there are
s in your fife which you cannot
sooner or later, and be bold in
most of them are within the
our present power to overcome.
us take hero worship.  Assuming
e learning self-confidence, if you
are to become a leader you must have within
you that spirit which recognizes and rever-
ences those who are great in your Nation.
Everyone of you ought, it growing properly,
10 be prostrate before a hero, 1 shall not be
satisfied if you tell me that you worship a herg
of the past. It is not difficult to do that. |
want you to worship 3 living hero, because
uish between

! ential, to wor-
ship a hero for his heroic qualities, and to

discount, even to ignore, such weaknesses as
may still bind him down to earth. The weak-
nesses of past heroes vanish in the distance
of time, and only their greatness remains
visible. But the living hero is seen in full
perspective ; his humanity is evident as wel|
as his divinity,

| now come to a third qualification—_the
duty incumbent upon you to be devotees of
some ideal as the stage preliminary to that
of making the ideal subservient to the will,
Principles, not persons, are at the root of Jite,
but in the case of many of us, principles are
first reached through persons who embody
them. -During youth it is still permissible
that you should be carried away by your

get rid of
hﬁpe that
measure of y

Next, let
that you ar

enthusiasms—the forms your ideals assume
for vou. But slowly and by degrees you
must learn to control the force of enthusiasm
which your ideals generate, so that it be-
comes directed by the will instead of being
at the mercy of the emotions. You‘learl"
this lesson by trying at all times to think o
others, and of the needs of the larger wark
before you think of yourselves and of you
personal desires, The selfish man is a slaw
to his emotions, while the truly unselfish mai
is he whose enthusiasm is increasingly directe:
by the will to be of service to his feliowmer:
Whether ideals are still your masters or have
become your servants, ideals you must have
Moreoever, enthusiasm is an indispensable
ingredient of all true life, and ideals alone Cla"'
generate it. You will have personal ideals:
ideals for your individual achievement ; you
wil have ideals, perhaps. fox your family, for
your vilage home, for your town. fO_r your
province. There wiil also be National ideals.
Some, or all of them, the leader must
possess, and some or all of them must fOfl
the time being possess you as still youthfu
wayfarers an the road to leadership ~ What-
ever you truly believe, believe with all your
heart, so that through the fire of the heart
may be created the tempered will. Let some
of your ambitions be as personal as you fike,
provided you see on the horizon of your
future the dedication of yourself triumpf'lafl"lt
to the well-being of the Nation. Above all.
guard against allowing the horizan to recede
s you grow in personal power and in materia
prosperity. Yoo often is it true that the
older we grow the less enthusiastic, the less
génerous, the less idealistic, we become. We
apologise for our contraction of soul by
declaring that this hard world of ours is the
grave of many a dream of youth. We forget
that we ourselves make the world hard by
our injustice, our selfishness, our greed, our
fndifference, to the lot of others, so that our
OWn way be smooth and easy. We ourselves
dig the graves of our dreems. Great men

r
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| i is at least the result of absence of
ir f giving possess is 3 . '
extract an abidirg happn"esrsneiut i;m?anﬂg order, if not of wilful disorder. Pretence,
and sharing, while sma

that
delude themselves with theu;:?:c?h;ut at
e opp e Lmtaythzteidzzl of a life dedi-
" misery. Le ' aedt
g;?eeés tomtshey Motherland remain 2235;10233);
till you reach it, so that you e:z:lrity.
nearer to it, at last making it a

i ad
mentioned, let me take as 3 las 0? order-
tion for leadership the sens:ire el
liness. A leader must act? o master
balanced character. He must bec T I hus
and controller of his enthusiasms, hougvive
ideals in his actions. In the crucres i
'vv;\almust' he fashion the advemtuoses o
daily life to serve his.dheartf::-teg.:;ﬁife. Even

.be leader leads no ¢ £ o
3;\!“? Ei: enthusiasms still have thest:ftteover
him, and until he gains ﬁna! mg é’er ool
e sl e S

O influence of some cf el
ﬁ?rmsz‘;?%he putterfly life, an a|mles:h2|:§x ogf
frgm( one occupation to ans\;_?;:r;a:/ision ™

}

t a sequence. th : e
cage hg e or dream, the Wt he most
eagerivesphow every detail of l|f?’;ne ot
iltfiirc:ificant act, the slightest anZZ‘r gfm on
briegfest thought'—maz r:rjpg:;;ln He realizes
i to the longed-i ai.  ower
lt";\sat“i’\?le is to conguer, Ilwf h;:sst:ggea\ﬂfmust

i is '
el attention to ! o
b atr 0 o e
o .
ich do come and go ¢ i his
e nd the oy i o
conscious existence. flt‘i irrv:l(:o ecide what
ees that it is : | have
tcflaiirglg};\tss, feelings, and actlc?nsh .':Péac:ma’m.
their exits and their entrances in

If you would be deliberate, be orderly ; if

iberate. Try to
orderly, be deli
z::nevr;z%ﬂrd ?:o, that every weakness you may

it, exaggeration, rudeness—all are signs
g?c?t'disorggred character. You will find,
therefore, that if you try to be deliberate
and orderly in the little things of life, your
weaknesses will tend to vanish of themselves.
By paying due attention to the necessary,
you will have no time feft to waste on the

i vous.

r'nlgﬁ‘h;e path of sacrifice, it has been said, is
as hard to tread as a razor's edgegyet you
must tread it with ali its sorrows, with all its
hardships, with all its disappomtments. | wh_c
am learning to tread this p_ath, do not hesi.
tate to tell you that the prizes on the path.
way, not to speak of the glory of the goal
are worth the heavy price we have to pay
for them. And if | urge you to tregd thi
path, while yet you are so young, v!rh(le'th(
joys of life should tar outnumber fife’s griefs
it is because, with your sincere devotion t
your Motherland, you are worthy to begin
the struggle early that the goal may soon be
reached. | know full we_ll how every man
of you leads hard and miserable lives, how

you struggle against unheard of hardships to |

fit yourselves to earn a decent livelihpod for
those near and dear to you. Knowing this,
may | say that the very suffering which some-
times seems so hopeless is the fire in which

the rough metal is being tempered into
hardened steel? You have difficulties from

which the youth of no other Nation in the
world has need to suffer. Therefore js it
that you have opportunities to which the
youth of no other Nation in the world can
hope to aspire. Have courage then. Our
Elder Brethren call you. They summon you
to step bravely through the darkness of
suffering into the light of ordered Freedom.
They call you to lead India's miflions to their
Nationhood, and, knowing you as | do, | am
sure that such a call can never be in vain,

PR
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George Sydney Arundale: A Portrait

WHEN listening to Jerome Kern's lovely
musical Portrait of Mark Twain, | began
thinking that the character of my celebrated
and wonderful friend Dr. Arundale could also
be most beautifully portrayed in music.
Pending this being done, | will try to draw a
pen portrait of him,

A beautifully shaped head, with large
dark penetrating -soulful eyes, under heavy
brows, which looked knowingly, understand-
ingly and sympathetically straight into and
through one’s own. A sensitive mouth
through which flowed tiery words of oratory
—thoughts clothed in perfect language,
inspiring, uplifting—sometimes, when occasian
demanded, scathing words of denunciation,
but not often. And always that sense of
humour which would cause his audiences,
whether a handful in his own room, or
hundreds in a lecture hali, to break into
happy laughter. Even |, who by nature am
nat laughingly inclined, remember aching
sides and muscles. His forehead a veritable
dome, filled with a well developed creative
extraordinaly brain, which could swiftly and
easily turn to whatever was needed at the
moment ; a musical composition. an essay,
a lecture, or even the writing of a new
book. Dynamic he was to the nth degree,
always full of new and fascinating ideas which
must immediately and almost ruthlessly be
set in motion.

And did people love him ? he was indeed
a magnet. We surrounded him by the
hundreds listening and listened to. But that
was a mere nothing to the love which ever
flowed from him to practically all his feliov-
men. He had a loving capacity which
passeth dimensians. Were it a close friend,
, @ taxi driver, an usher, a street musician. a

By LAURA CHASE

cat, a squirrel, a bird, | bear witness 10 his
outgoing and out-giving love. Did he
help a friend in distress? His hand was
ever in his pocket, or his pen in his cheque
book, | bear witness to a generosity which
was humility itself, for he never let his left
hand know what his right hand was doing.
The auditor of his personal accounts, 3
stranger, with tears in his eyes, said he had
never known anything as beautiful as his
moneyed note book. S

His voice ? strong, resonant, vibrating n
many keys. His beautiful English like velvety
notes. ‘

Let me also bear witness that he was one 0

the world's greatest lovers. | have seen him.
through many years, lavish such love, devo- 4

tion, reverence and thoughtfulness upon his
beloved as to leave one breathlesss because
of its exquisite beauty. She was never out
of his consciousness; he was ever planning
for and placing her where she belonged in
life's pattern, for he knew where, as eved
she herself did not quite realize. No Romeo,
Pelleas, Robert Browning, Dante, or Petrarch
ever exceeded this lover, who knew the Art
of Love as few have ever done.

My fingers often itched to pull gently t.he
tendril curls which persisted upon forming
on his head. | have his photograph in one
hand as | write, and | note the perfect ear.
and the firm chin with its slight cleft. The
gargeousness of him; some of usin light
moments spoke of him as Georgeous.

Humility ? His was so great it sometimes
irritated me : he made far too little of h\rnc-,
self, { thought. His Presidency of his belove
Theosophical Society was indeed outstanding:
yet he ever belittled it, was sometimes even
depressed by it. for he always thought the
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Presidency of his predecessor far superior
to his own.

He was very ill for two or three years
before he left us. But no one knew this
until his final weeks. Always smiling and
Courageous, he made light of his many
Symptoms, never yielding to them, always

A 2ctive, always working. I an inspiration
came to him, as it often did in the very ggrly
morning hours, he was up at once, writing,
writing. . . .

His love for music was outstanding. A large
Photograph of Toscanini, his ideal musician,
was in his room, and | heard him say that
@ too should have loved to be such a
conductor as Toscanini. _

If. you would be interested to know just
ow he spent many of his nights, then read
his Night Bell; these are an accounting of
his heart-hours, as nothing else could be,

His play-times, which were rare, were often
spent in shops. These he loved, and all the

w

clerks who served him loved him. New
gadgets intrigued him, lovely things beckoned
to him; gifts for friends allured him, es-
pecially for his beloved.

Life itself, often so tragic and sad, bring-
ing much sorrow, which he so keenly felt for
others, when shown artificially in film or play
or book, were not for him, He simply could
not endure such. | have seen him quietly
walk out of a theatre into the dark and
silent night.

If you would know of his deepest depths,
his occultism, his philosophy, his pures!
clearest thoughts, then read his “ Lotus Fire.’
Understand it ? Possibly in a century or more
this chef d'ceuvre of his will be as a shining
Light unto the world,

His was a flaming torch that brightened th
lives of all who came in contact with hir
Where is he now? Probably you already,
know that he is still brightening your life and,
mine. : |

THE TRUE ARTIST

« The true artist ensouls the object of his‘ artist(y. He displays at once -
its finiteness and its infinity.  He paints its inevitable |'mperfe.ctior3 by dynami.
cally contrasting this with its own indu\{ldual more, which he ’nmagmat!v‘ely a}"d
intuitively deduces from the less, animates frorr? tf.u} less, in the spirit or in-
timation of his own unfrontiered freedom apd lnflmtg uniqueness , . . To
hint at heights in depths and greater heights in lesser is the apotheosis of all

true art.

The less must have its portrayal, but the true artist subtly suggests the
impinging more, the release-to-be, even though but in utmost faintness.  The
real artist is a votary of _ceas_eless movement. Even in the. portrayal of a
point there must be the intimation of a line.

From The Lotus Fire, by G. S. ARUNDALE.

!
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Seeing Beauty

'l'HE study of Aesthetics, that is, the realisa-

tion of Beauty, particularly in the fine
arts, is not, as at present carried on, the study
of Beauty but of others people’s ideas of
Beauty. For some types of mind this has a
special pleasure. But it may be entirely
mental, and may not arouse in the student
any noticeable degree of sensitiveness to
Beauty in either art or nature. On the
other hand, one may thrill to the gorgeous
colours of the sunrise over the Bay of Bengal,
or to the elaborate personifications and sym-
bolism of a Tibetan Banner, or be subdued
and purified by the exquisite simplicity of the
dome of the Taj Mahal, yet know nothing of
the idea of Plotinus in the third century after
Christ that Beauty was ‘“a condition that
arose in the tangible universe under the
organisation of a supreme Intelligence,” or
know nothing of the highly modern belief of
Professor C. J. Ducasse of the United States
of America, that anything that gives pleasure,
including ** foods, wines, climate, amusements,
companions. . ."’, is beautiful.

It no book on Beauty had ever been
written, or if we had never read a book on
Beauty out of the libraries that have been
written, the enjoyment of that phase of life
would still be available to all, whether their
brows are high or low or in between. This
is not to throw cold water over the piles
of books on Beauty, or over the bent heads
and horn-rimmed spectacles of professors of
Aesthetics who are growirg in number and
volubility in India, nor is it to give full agree-

n;‘ent to Wordsworth’s often quoted dictum
that

One impulse from a vernal wood
Can teach you more of man. . .
.» . Than all the sages can.

By JAMES H. COUSINS

Irpulses, in fact, can of themselves teach us
nothing. They certainly can bring us ex-

periences, and out of these we may develop =

moods and attitudes that will serve us to far
better purpose than if someone had tried to
impart them to us by precept or even by
example. Moods belong to the feeling-part
of our complex nature. Teaching belongs to
the mental part. For the finest experience
they must work in collaboration. Moods
without mental discipline associated with them
are headed for irresponsible sentimentality.
Mentality without the warmth of feeling may
cut itseff with its own sharpness. We have
to avoid exaggeration in either direction if
we are to attain to the most satisfying realisa-
tion of Beauty., We have to avoid the ,
Wordsworthian ~ favouritism towards moods, 4
which was natural to him as a man of moods. ~
On the other hand we have to avoid the
exaggeration of Lord Listowel in - A Critical
History of Modern Aesthetics”’ when he
asserts that * the main problems of Aes-
thetics. . . can only be satisfactorily handled
by those skilled in the methods of intro-
spective psychology.” It is cheering, if
somewhat confusing, to find Professor
R. G. Collingwoad in ** Qutlines of a Philosophy
of Art' calling ** psychological observation

in Aesthetics a ** childish blunder.”

Happily we need not be deterred from
the effort to perceive Beauty around and
with us by these disagreements among the
doctors. For the perception of Beauty we
only need—perception, and this we do not
extract from anybody eise’s brain transmogrt-
fied into a dissertation on Beauty in 2 boo
no matter how clearly printed and attractively
bound. We carry perception about inside
our own heads. Nature (or what Bernard
Shaw once called “our old friend God ")

pis 5O NArTey as en
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1as set perception’s receiving ;tatiqns, its
adio and :elevision stations, close by, mbvyhat
we for short call ear and eye. Which brings

J§ to a definition, that perception, whether it*

is the précess of perceiving of the result o;
it, comes through the senses, not throug
mental conCepts.

There ar:pother sense-means to the per-
ception of teauty (taste, smell, touch), bu;
hearing and sight are, as the gengral love t?
music and petures indicates, main channis
of perceptior thraugh w_huch come to uz the
characteristics and qualities in nature an :rt
that induce inus the pleasant experience that
we call Beaut. Not aff of us have the samhe
facilities for . perceiving and enjO)l';r;_g the
beauties of fature. We do not 2 g/e, a?
| do, where'the Adyar river joins the Bay o
Bengal, and the casuarina glantatlonbs l[r)mlg
with the exjamations of kokils and bu l;‘ s
and the seen sisters. But no street in the
congested sart of any of our cities anc! towns
' tirely to shut out the intense
blue of he late afternoon sky or tP;e astdon;
shed fox of a single star just a:.er .:r
betweer roof and roof. Even the cities

themsebes can arouse the Beauty thaldis

us, asthey did in the poet AE who sang:
*Abve the misty brilliance the streets

me
A mt-dilated magnificence of glogm e
", My eyes beget new majesties : my

it greets ) o
Th:i'args, the high-built glittering gelleons

treets '
Th:tﬂfqlzastrihrough twilight rivers from

-daxies of light.

d
« Ty difference between landscape an:
Iand:l:elis small,)” Emerson says in his

essay on ‘ Nature,” but, he adds, ““there is
a great difference in the beholders.”  What.
ever that difference, and differences have a
fascinating interest themselves, we can al|
help one another to increased enjoyment of
the Beauty of nature by nudging ocne another
to increased looking at and listening to her
sights and sounds, that is, by increased per-
ception of nature and through it of Beauty.
We can do this mutual service also with
regard to works of art, and in these (ot
painting only, but architecture, sculpture,
carving, music, dance, poetry), we have the
recognised special means for the disclosure
and appreciation of Beauty. ‘‘ Historically
viewed,” to quote Emerson again, this time
from his essay on ‘““Art,” it has been
the office of art to educate the perception
of Beauty.” This education was, and still is,
very necessary to humanity, for, he says,

“We are immersed in Beauty, but our eyes

have no clear vision.” Human deficiency in
respect of the perception of Beauty both by
ear and eye was voiced by a Welsh poet of
my boyhood, Lewis Morris, in the only two
lines of his that | remember (but they are
worth remembering) :

Our hearing is not hearing,
And our seeing is not sight.

To educate the perception of Beaut
through sight and hearing exercised on natugez
and art, is not to make just a quantitative
increase, to see more sights and hear more
sounds, though that increase will naturall
accompany increased perception ; it is to gﬁ
deeper, to the sight that is something moare
than simply seeing, as Morris says, or to the
clarity of vision, which is something finer tha
just looking, of which Emerson spoke, "
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"l'HE return of Mr_ K. Sankara Menon, M A,

from his three years absence in Europe
gave keen pleasure to the staffs and students
of the educational institutions as Adyar who
assembled in the Kalakshetra theatre on the
mortiing of November 18. In the absence
of Srimati Rukrvni Devi, President of Kala-
kshetra, Dr. James H. Cousins, presided. He
expressed the happiness of all present, and
of Kalakshetra, at the home-coming of Sri
Sanker, both as an educator snd as a real
friend of all with whom he came in contact.
Vidwan Tiger Varadachari spoke in a similar
strain as Principal. The Besant Theosophical
- School was represented by the Head Master,
-Mr. Krishnaratnam, and the Arundale Montes-
sori_Training Centre by the Principal, Mr.
C. S. Trilokekar, Sri Sankar acknowledged the
cordiality with which he had been received,
and looked forward to useful work in their
midst. The affection for him not only by
those who knew him but by new little people
who took to him at once was most touching.

0 e R

Science is catching up on the poets. A
book entitled ** Truths Men live by * by the
Rev. Father J.A.O'Brien tells of the revela-
tions of science regarding the molecular
structure of the universe, ~After indicating

W efrezen pieces of glorious architecture

., /
~7

Etceteras

“USINg'
eyes before a particle of dust or’
sand,” The poet, William Blake (¥ h
wrote of the mystic ability 28 teach us

. . ding us ex-
To see a world in a grain »

nay develop .
And a heaven in a wild flc\weyuS to fa’:

Holy infinity in the palm of had tried to
And eternity in an hour. 5 or even by

The book turther says: * To tha teeling-part
there is no common clay. E g belongs to
matter is aglow with mira st experience
mystery.”  And the poet AEtion. Moods
challenging the scientific mat:ed with them
early years, wrote gntimentality.
But | have touched the lipé feeling may
Mother, thy meanest sod te- We .havle

If thrilled with fires of hidde_direction if

And haunted by all myster.ying realisa-

n 5 " . avoid the

The number of first things h® moods, 2

’

have been doing during the last!f moods. ~

would seem to suggest that the ** #0id. Fhel
woman,” prophesied three quartt Crlt::‘a
century ago by Dr. Anna Bonus K'SM, Ne
had begun to dawn in right earnest. | A,esc}
ly, for the first time in its career, the |91

University opened its Vice-Chancellc, "7°:
Dr. Lillian M, Penson. She will pres fg. \
meetings of the Senate and be e ess:r
member of all Senate Committee’SOP"Y
before long there may be the annou.2t°"

that a blind Bachelor w in

Miss Eve Hardiman, ecome "4

slghtless woman sohcntyun‘Bntam, L\g the
/ ( i 4ty we
o © hot
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