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EDUCATION AND OUR’

DRAFT CONSTITUTION

BY Dg. E, A. Pires, M. A, (Box), M.A. i Ep. (Lonp), Pa.D. (Bou.), M-R.8.T. (Exc.)
Prineipal, Traming College, Nagpur,

‘lT will be agreed on all hands that barring
. & clause here and another there, our
Onstitution-framers have done a good job
0n the whole. Very soon the final tonches
’;Vlll be given to the Draft Constitution that
8s durirg the past few months been care-
ully scrutinised by all sections of the
cgg:ap people to discover what flaws it
* 8lps that may adversely affect their
¥ights and liberties and hamper their pro-
Bress. To an educationist (that is, to one
mtOtie principal interest is education),
L urally the articles dealing with the
ngcatgog of the people—with their rights
dut; privileges and with the corresponding
o lesof the State—claim priority of atten-
l0n. It is these provisions that I should
f1%e to review inthis article.

io?;o‘ my mind the most signiﬁcant provi-
ol li; the one t.hat recognises the proper
. 0 thq Stgte.m education and disclaims
ii totalitarianism in education. Every
iOnOrtl;]y should welcoxpe .this. wise prpvi-
o o at safegnards its. 1pahgnable right
ctiogse:;ve its own distinctive culture.
ond 3 or Article 23 of the Draft
Ostitution provides :

“ 4 o -
omA“ Iminorities, whether based on religion,
igh:numty or language shall have the
oti to establish and administer educational
ltutions of their choice.”

It is a fundam i
nental right of every parent
eflh°°58 for his children the teachers as
8s the type of education that he
LIV-10-1

regards as best sunited for their proper and
wholesome development; and this right
can only be exercised in a state that permits
a diversity of educational institutions based
on the needs of different communities and
sections of the people. True, the right of
parents to choose for their children the
kind of education that they regard as most
suitable is not explicitly acknowledged in
our Draft Constitution, as it is, fok example,
in the Constitution of Eire, Section 3 of
Article 42 of which says:

“«The State shall not oblige parents in
violation of their conscience and lawful
preference to send their children to schools
established by the State, or to any particular
type of school designated by the State.”

But it is sufficiently implied in the
prescription that minorities shall have the
right to establish and administer educational
institations of their choice. This is quite an
adequate guarantee against the encroach-
ment of the State on the rights of the
family with regard to education. In 5
democratic state like the ome we are
endeavouring to build up in this country
there ¢an be no State monopoly of educa.tion'
there can be no high-handedness on the|
part of Governments like the sort we had
the misfortane to witness some time ago in
Travancore, Non-Governmental aae;cies
and denominational and language ngroups
must be free to establish and administer
educational institutions adapted to every
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branch of learning and every degree of
culture,

But the right to run its own institutions
can be of little value to a minority com-
munity if it is refused its legitimate share
of subsidy, out of the public funds. Such an
eventuality has been forestalled by Section 3
of Article 23 of our Draft Constitution
which lays down:

“The State shall not, in granting aid to
educational institutions, discriminate against
any educational institution on the ground
that it is under the management of a mino.
rity, whether based on religion, community
or !anguage,”

The State is certainly within its rights in
refusing aid to schools and colleges on the
grounds of inefficiency and mismanagement ;
it has the right —nay, the duty—to supervise
all educational institutions receiving grants.
in-aid to ensure that the required standards
are maintained, and that the grants are
economically and usefally spent. But
distributive justice demands that every
private school and college with a sincere
and efficient management shall be given
financial "help proportionate to its needs to
enable it to realise its educational objectives
and to be really useful to the nation. This
principle applies specially in the case of
educational institutions whose separate
existence is justiied onm the ground of
distinctiveness of culture, language or reli-
gion. In such cases the State has an
obligation to render aid, commensurate not
just with the number of students attending
them, bnt with their poverty or their
backwardness. Another minority right
with regard to education that has been
specifically safeguarded by the Draft
Constitution is the right of admission into
Btate educational institations. Section 2 of
Article 28 lays down :

*No minority, whether based on religion,
community or language shall be dis-
criminated against in regard to the admis-
sion of any person belonging to such
minority into any educational institation
maintained by the State.”

. Although thisis a very vague provision
‘nasmuch as it leaves unsettled the question

of the proper basis on which admission
should be made—a matter that leaves room
for a diversity of legiclation in future—it
serves the very useful purpose of assuring the
minorities of a fundamental right, the right
to equality of educational opportunity.
However, in view of the fact that a very
large proportion of the institutions of higher
grade are administered by semi-govern-
ment agencies like Universities that obtain
State aid, the admission of minority candi-
dates into such institutions §hould also be
similarly gnaranteed. In this connection
I feel in conscience bound to protest against
the decision of ths Nagpur University to

introduce Marathi and Hindi as compulsory
the session of

media of instruction from t
1949, disregarding the right of the
minority commaunities like the Anglo-

Indians, the Parsis and the South Indians
to university education. It is all very well
to say that these commauanities _should learn
one of the regional languages if they wish
to stay in this province; but what about
giving them sufficient time for this purpnse ?
How can a high school child who will be
doing his certificate examination in March
1949 through the medium of English, be
expected to fellow lectures in Hindi or
Marathi in June of the same year? I wish
somebody could give me an answer to
this query. But, if the question is unanswer-
able, what are we going to do about this
funny resolution of the Nagpur University ?

The problem of religious education which
has engaged the closa attention of educa-
tionists in this country during the last few
years has also been tackled by our constitn-
tion—makers, and the resnlts of their
deliberations are embodied in Article 22 of
the Draft Constitution. A perusal of the
three sections of this article discloses a can-
tious attempt on the part of its framers to
steer a middle course between the secularist
and irreligious Constitution of the U.8.S.R.
and the avowedly religious Constitation of
Eire or 8pain. As India is intended to be 8
secular (not secularist) State, and as it is the
home of so many religious commaunities and
sects, the Draft Constitution wisely ordains:

“No religious instruction shall be provid-
ed by the State in any educational institution
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wholly maintained cut of State funds” (Sec-
tion 1, para 1),

Obviously, if the State itself were to
make provision for instruction in any
particular religion to the exclusion of others,
1t would mean the acceptance by the State
of that religion as the State religion. But in
& secular State there can be no State reli-
Bion. This does not mean, however, that
Students studying in State schools are
forbidden to receive religions instruction
from their own religious teachers, if private
arrangements can be conveniently made for
the purpose by any particular religious
Community. It is not the desire of the
framers of the Draft Constitution that
religion should be divorced from education.
0 the contrary, the other provisions io
article 22 indicate their faith in the power
of religious education. The Btate is, there-
fore, even permitted to undertake to
8dminister an educational institution where
religious instruction is imparted under the
terms of some endowment or trust (Sec-
tion 1, para 2); and every community and
denomination is permitted to provide
religious instruction for its own pupils in an
educatiopal institution, albeit outside its
working hours (Section 3).

A word about this restriction of reli-
gious instruction to hours outside the school
working hours. In any institution that is
ot administered by the denomination
seeking to give imstruction to pupils of its
own confession, obviously such instruction
will have to be given outside the school
Pours. and even outside the school premises
if the administrators of the school object
to its being given within the premises, as
they have every right to object. Butin
80 institution administered by the particular
denomination that wishes to give religious
education to pupils belonging to its own
Iaith, there can be no question of any
testriction whatever regarding its pro-
gramme of religious training, including
religious ceremonies and religious worship.

he Draft Constitation recoguises the right
of every community and group to conserve
8 own distinct culture (Article 23, Section 1),

How, then, can this right be hedged by
rules that restrict its full enjoyment? If
religion constitutes the very essence of
culture, as it does in most cases, how can
children and youth be expected to imbibe
s culture, if training in the correlative
religion is relegated to the position of an
‘extra-curricular’ activity ? A religion has
to be lived and not merely learnt; so that
religious education means a great deal more
than a period a day of religious instruction.
It means a curriculum permeated with the
religious spirit; it means the provision of
opportunities for the inculcation of religious
attitudes and for the practice of religious
principles. Obviously, therefore, Section 3
of Article 22 needs to be amended if religion -
Is to play its complete role in education at
least in our private and denominational
schools,

Another section that requires revision i3
Section 2 of the same Article 22. This
Section lays down:

“No person- attending any educational
institution managed by the State or receiv-
ing aid out of State funds shall be required
to take part in any religious instruction that
may be imparted in such institution or to
attend any religious worship that may be
conducted in such ins:itution or in any
premises attached thereto, unless such
person, or if such person is a minor, his
guardian has given consent thereto,”

The intention of the framers was apparent.
ly the very good intemtion of preventing
students from being compelled to receive
instruction or to attend services in a religion
different from their own. But the real
effect of this section is much wider. It
allows, for instance, a college student who
has attained his majority to refuse to receive
instruction in his own faith in an institution
run by members of his own religious group.
Such a possibility is most undesirable, not
only from the disciplinary point of view,
inasmach as it sets a very unedifying
example to the other students in the institu-
tion belonging to the same denomination,
but also because it stultifies the very purpose
of the institution. Similarly, this section
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permits tha parent or guardian of a minor
professing the faith that is taught in a
particular institution to refuse consent for
his child or his ward to be instructed in
that faith. If, however, the consent referred
to in this section is the consent of the youth
(if he is a msajor) or of the gnardian (in the
case of a minor), implied in the very act of
applving for admission to an institution, no
difficulties can arise: bat if the consent
required is a formal, explicit consent, written
or verbal, such consent wonld, as a pre-
cautionary measare, have to be obtained
before admission. A clarification on this
point has therefore to be sought before the
section is finally incorporated in the
Counstitution.

The provisions that we have hitherto
considered are found in Part III of the
Draft Constitution dealing with the funda-
mental rights of every citizen of the Indian
Union. Part IV of the Draft Constitution
also contains some articles dealing with
education ; but as this Part merely enun-
ciates the directive principles of State policy,
it confers no justiciable rights upon the
people.

Article 32 enumerates several responsibi-
lities of the State towards its citizens,
including its responsibility to provide educa-
tional facilities. This article reads as
follows:

“The State shall, within the limits of its
econcmic capacity and development, make
effective provision for securing the right to
werk, to education and to public assistance
in case of unemployment, old age, sickness,
disablement and other cases of undeserved
want.”

This is certainly an ambitious programme,
bat as long as the prospects of appreciably
enhaccing the economic capacity of the
State do not improve, so long will this
provision remain a mere dead letter.

The duty of the State with regard to
education is further elaborated in Article o6
which states:

“Every citizen is entitled to free primary
education and the State shall endeavour to

“previde, within a period of ten years from

the commencement of this Constitution, for
free and compulsory education for all
citizens until they complete the age of
fourteen: years.”

We could not have expected a bolder
declaration of State policy in regard to
primary education than this, aware as we
are of the stupendous obstacles that the
State will have to face in implementing its
programme, The two principal obstacles
will be the pumber of teachers that will
have to be recrunited and trained and the
enormous cost of the scheme. Let us bope
that the drafters have reckoned with these
difficulties. 1§ seems that they have
judging by the use of the word “endeavour
in the text of this article. Whereas primary
education is an imprescriptible right 10
many constitations, our Draft Constitation
merely admits the moral title of every
citizen to such education without giving
him a justiciable right thereto. Bat 4t
expects the State to go all out to establish 8
system of free and compulsory education
within ten years, Considering the great
legacy of illiteracy left to us by cur Brltls}l
rulers, and considering that the Cobpgress 1S
wedded to such expensive ideas as Prohibi-
tion and Kbadi, this is indeed a great
expectation, It is to be hoped, however,
that it will not turn out to be just an idle
dream. Any such fear is justifiable inas-
much as the building up of a national
system of basic education within a period of
ten years, 8 programme to which the
present Government is committed, has not
been made obligatory on the State.

An interesting article in the Draft
Constitution is Article 37 which makes the
weaker sections of the people like the
Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes
the objects of the ‘special care” of the
State. The article supplements, as it were,
articles 9 and 10 which recognise and affirm
the equality of all citizens of the Indian
Upion, and Article 11 which has the
salutary effect of obliterating the baneful
curse of untouchability from the face
this nation. Article 87 provides:

“The State shall promote with special
care the educational and economic interests
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of the weaker sections of the people, and
1D particular, of the Scheduled Castes and
the Scheduled Tribes and shall protect them
from social injustice and all forms of
exgploitation.”

What little has been done so far for the
aborigines has been done mostly by bands
of self-sacrificing voluntary workers ; and
1t s to be hoped that all these bodies will
Isceiva due encoursgement from the State
to carry on the grod work. It is also to be
hoped that the ideal of enabling a minority
or a group to conserve its ‘Culture’ will not
prejudice any sincere effort to wean these
People from their superstitious beliefs
and practices and unhygienic modes of living
which have unfortunately through their
Ignorance become part and parcel of their
culture.

Another directive principle that resembles
the provision in Article 37 is the onme
contained in Article 31 (v). This principle
requires that :

_ “The State shall, in particular, direct
1ts policy towards securing that childhood
and youth are protected against exploitation
and against moral and material abandon-
lent,”’

Moreover, in Article 18, which confers a
fundamental right, it is provided that:

“No child below the age of fourteen
years shall be employed to work in any
tactory or mine or engaged in any other
hazardcus employment.”

These two constitutional provisions seek
to prevent the exploitation of the young ;
ut the two most essential conditions of
Buccess in this quest are, firstly, a more
equitable social order, and secondly, an
Organised system of national education that
Will help to build up character in our youth
8nd that will provide them with a means of
ecent and honest livelihood. These are
the two main objectives that our Govern-
ment peeds to keep before itself in its
Plans for a new and better India.

There are two other provisions in the
“faft Constitution that relate to educa-
Uon. Onpeis a provision with respect to
Special educational grants for the benefit of
the Anglo-Indian commupity for a period
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of ten years after the commencement of
the new coastitution. Such grants, however,
to the extent to which they are a special
concession, cannot be claimed by any
institution unless at least forty per cent of
the annual admissions therein are made
available to members of communities other
than the Anglo-Indian commuaity. It may
be a good thing for the Anglo-Indian
community to have to admit pupils of other
communities; but what would happen in
the case of an iostitution that is unable to
attract, for no fault of its own, the required
percentage of non-Anglo-Indian pupils?
Would it be deprived of this special grant ?

The other provision to which I referred
is found in clauses 6 and 8 of the Sixth
Schedule dealing with the adminisiration of
the tribal areas in Assam. It empowers the
District Council for an antonomous District
to establish, construct, or manage primary
schools, to prescribe the language and the
manner in which primary education shall
be imparted in the primary schools in the
district, and to levy taxes for the main-
tenance of these schools.

One more point, before I conclude this
study. A perusal of the Union, State and
Concurrent Lists of subjects enumerated in
the Seventh Schedule reveals that Educa-
tion’ is listed as a State subject. It is the
opinion of many that for two important
reasons ‘Education’ should be a Concurrent
subject. In the first place, this wili make
for greater uniformity in the educational
system of the different states. This should
not be construed to mean that complete
uniformity is the ideal, but rather that we
should endeavoar to attain the largest
possible measure of harmony awmong the
various systems; for thus only could we
have a system that could be rightly called
national. In the second placs, if education
is made entirely dependent upon the finance
of the states, it is not likely to make the
same satisfactory progress, as it would if it
wera also substantially subsidised from the
Union treasury. This is a matter that
needs to be reconsidered by the Constituent
Assembly.

To conclude. The Draft Constitution hag
provided the basic principles on which oyg
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educational system should be founded. It
has defined the fundamental rights of every
citizen as regards education. As members
of scme community or some minority group,
we have been given certain fundamental
rights which we shall not like to be violated
by others. But can we forget that as
citizens of the State we have also certain
fundamental obligations, that the duties of
the State as regards education are in a way
nur duties, and pot merely the daties of the
Minister for Education or the Director of

Public Instruction ! Can we fail to realise
that if we are to banish illiteracy from this
land and dispel the gloom of ignorance that
envelopes us on all sides we have all to
share the respopsibility and to put our
shoulder to ths wheel ? Lt us, therefore
each one of us, make our own individual
contribution to ths gigantic effort of the
State to bring enlightenment and happiness
tothe ignorant and poverty stricken roillions
of this land.— (International Syndicate India,
Wardha, C, P.).

TEACHING HISTORY

By SR A. R. HANUMANTHACEAR Tyamagondiu.

1 HISTORY is a bugbear”, “History is

the dry story of the dead”, “History
is the dry story of the dead”, “History is
the last choice of the dullards’—these are
some of the insulting statements often
repeated by present-day students. Students
of history are lovked down upon even by
the last-ranked students of the science
groups, whose opinion on history is no more
than the bitterest hatred for this important
subject. To-day, history has not only lost
all its importance for the students of
university classes who at least are expected
to exercise their discretion and judgement
in a fair manner, but its value is estimated
to be very near zero by the students of high
school classes who are totally ignorant of
gither the allegedly unparalleled merit of
the one subject or the glaring unimportance
of the other.

It is a peculiar and interesting scene to
observe how at the beginning of every
school year students entering the second
year classes of high schools pitch their
option only upon science and mathematics,
all the while many of them being aware of
their having battled through the previous
examination to score the barest minima in
those subjectss. The headmasters are
swamped by audacious letters from parents
jnsisting that their boys should at apy cost

be allowed to take up only science and
mathemnatics, as their stndy woald qualify
them for such honourable professions as
the doctor’s or the engineer’s. These parents
swear still further that their boys can make
up their deficiency in no time and after all
it was mere bad luck that made them score
single digits in the last examination. With
such a great demand for these lucky
subjects, the history teacher will have to
walt with his usnal patience and must feel
satisfied with half a dozen students making
their way most unwillingly into the history
class late in the month of July cursing their
lot,

Thus in our schcols and colleges to-day
history, a subject whose great cultural value
no one can deny, is dwindling into in-
significance. It is absolutely necessary that
our educationists must at least now make
an honest attempt to detect the causes
responsible for this sad state of affairs and
to find out a suitable remedy for it. I shall
here try to throw some light upon the
factors which have sent the history group
to the background in the curriculum of
high schools,

HisTorioaL MuseuMa

I believe every teacher will readily agres
with me that any subject is bound to become
attractive if it is taught with the belp
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of attractive appliances. A well equipped
laboratory, for instance, attracts the students
towards science, and boys take pride in
standing in the midst of glass articles
arranged systematically, performing test-tube
expériments. Students of history unforta-
nately cannot pride themselves in any such
ways ; they have to satisfy themselves with
8 few wall maps of the ever-changing
world,

I would hence stress the necessity for 8
historical museum in each high school
equipped with a collection of coins, weapons,
odels and other articles of historical
Interest. Liberal grants are now made for
the maintenance of science laboratories.
The Government (or the management)
should become generous enough to spend
a0 equal sum of money on these historical
museums. I am sure such museums will
Succeed in attracting students to the history
group ip large numbers.

The second disadvantage of the history
group is the utter impossibility for a history
Student of getting & rank in the public
eXamination. A student of science and
Mathematics feels it much easier to score
907 of the maximum in his subject.s and
come out in the top ranks than a history
student does to score the minimum pres-
cribed for a first class. But history and
Stience students are taken together while
Marking the ranks; a history student, even
if he scores the excellent percentage of 80,
Will fail miserably to outstrip a science
Student. Thus the ambitious boys reluc-
tantly ghift their choice from the history
Broup to the science group, though they

8Ve an innate preference for the former.
In the light of this I would suggest that
While judging the results of the S.8.L.C.
candidates, each of the sections, Humanistic,

Ommerce and Science, must be taken
Separately as in the case of university
éXaminations, Thus the most deserving

0y in the history group will have the
Satisfaction of getting a first rank just like

18 comrade in the science group, and will
DO longer feel that his group is divinely
Ordained to be inferior to the others.

To.day, education is regarded as merely
32 unpleasant but necessary means to a job.

It is no more an end in itself, Naturally.
every boy who joins a school wants to have
just that kind of education which will lead
him to a lncrative appointment, And the
modern world of rapid advancement of
industry and manufacture gives the scientists
a lead over the others. This discourages
high school boys from taking up the study
of history in preference to the study of
science. If this notion is to disappear from
the heads of our boys, it is necessary that
in such departments as need arts graduates
in preference to science graduates, all Jobs
must be reserved for them, just as posts in
some departments are exclusively reserved
for science graduates. This arrangement
gives an assurance to our boys that they
will have preferential treatment in some of
the departments of Government, if they
take up history as their optional subject in
high schools and uaiversity classes.

A similar suggestion may also be offared
in respect of the selection of students for
university coarses. The univerzity authori.
ties have laid down that no arts studeat can
seek admission into an engin-ering college
or a medical college. But science students
are being admitted in large nuinbers into
the law and commerce colleges. This
naturally makes any high school boy think
that a stndent passing out of the school
with science as his optional subject will
have s good number of alternative courses
to choose from, unlike a history student
whose alternatives are few, and even in
choosing one of those few he will have to
face competition from the science students.
Is it not reasonable to suggest that courses
in commerce and law must be exclusively
reserved for those students who pass their
8.8.L.C. examination with history or com-
merce as their optional subject ?

I have already referred to the need for
having small historical museums in each
school. In what other way can we make
the history group more attractive ? The
first thing one thinks of is historical excur-
sions. The Department of Education, while
framing the curriculum of study, might
make two excursions compulsory for the
bistory students of high schools, The cost
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of these excursions might bs met partly by
the Government or the management and
partly by the students. An excursion fee
may be collected at the beginning of the
year along with the other fees. Students
will consider these excursions a rare privi.
lege, and it will evoke greater respect
amongst them for history.

Eyvpiiasis on INDIA

Some of our educationists display the
highest degree of selflessness in prescribing
subjects for our children. It is pathetic from
more than one angle that the history of our
own country is ignored whereas the histories
of European countries are given all import-
ance, I would strongly suggest that so far
as the students of our state are concerned,
the history of Mysore should be made One
of the optional subjects of the humanistic
group to be taken up with one of the Indian
Ianguages, preferably Hindi, This modifica-
tion in the present curriculum will cause an
appreciable increase in the popularity of
both history and Hindi.

Some of the schools prescribe for science
and mathematics a certain percentage of
marks as the minimum necessary for
students who want to take up the science
group, All the students who fail to get the
minimum will be foreibly directed towards
the history teacher or the commerce
teacher ; these teachers have to embrace
them and welcome them into their fold
without any sense of shame.

I make bold to suggest that to invest the
history group also with dignity, such schools
as have been referred to above must be
induced to make it a point to prescribe a
certain minimum of marks for history and
English, only on the basis of which students
are to bu selected for the humanistic group.

Text-books for English and verpacunlar
subjects are very carefully selected by our
patriarchs in the field of education. Such
patriarchs will do a great service to our
cultural subjects if only they suggest to our
text.-book writers that a few historical
incidents or the biographical sketches
pertaining to history be made the theme
for writing essays, stories or the like to be
included in text-books for high school
classes. In English and vernacular text-
books a few lessons at least must have a
good historical background.

A solitary snggestion to our examiners
will bring my paper to an end. Out
examiners in histcry may Ekindly change
their policy a bit towards their examinees.
While setting questions, the policy of extraot-
ing lengthy answers for brief questions may
be avoided as far as possible. For instance,
“Describe the Reformation under Tudor
despots.,”” A question of this natare un-
nerves a student as he has to devote three-
fourths of an hour at least to sketch the
events of one and a quarter centnries. 1
shall put it this way. Why not only those
questions which demand brief and intelli-
gent answers be put io the class and the
pablic examinations? As examples I may
be permitted to mention these: ‘Name
the members of the Cabal:" “Jastify
the titles, ‘the Cabal’ ‘the Hundred
years’ war’ or ‘the Jenkin's ears war ':
“Why was ‘bloody Mary' so called? : “How
did Wolsey ascend or Napoleon fall?"
The student’s answers to these questions
reveal his depth of knowledge as well as
his intelligence. And also greater scope
will be created for the boys to score a
higher percentage of marks.

[Paper read at the 17th Annnal Confe-
rence of the Mysore State Education
League]— Mysindia.

AN AUSTRALIAN SURVEY OF CHILD POSTURE

By FrizaBeTH DaWSsON.

AN interesting experiment is being carried

out in Australia where a nation-wide
Survey of child posture is being made. It
1 believey that this is the first time in the
World that such a survey has been attempt-
ed, Up to the present, 335,000 children
have been examined.

In October 1945, supervisors in physical
education from the six States asked that
the survey be made, so that there would be
authoritative information available to those
Tesponsible for carrying out pbysical educa-
tion and health programmes.

Representatives of the School Medical
Bervices were also insistent that such &
Survey would be valuable, and finally the
Federal National Fitness Council agreed to
Sponsor the undertaking.

Dr. Edith Clement, an officer of the
New South Wales School Medical Services,
Was appointed to take charge of the work,
together with a non-medical research
officer. They were to determine the
Incidence of postural defects in school chil-
dren, and to discover age trends. To make
& worthwhile survey, it was decided that at
least 25,000 children should be examined.

Obviously Dr. Clement would not be
8ble to undertake the work alone, so the
Btate Education Departments were asked to
Make available Physical Fducation staff,

I, Clement visited all the States, and
onducted two-day instructional courses.

Bo that results would be uniform through.
out Australia, Dr. Clement decided to use &
Serieg of photographs in her lectures to the

bysical Education Staff. Children were
Photographed at the ages of 7, 10 and 13,
d these photographs showed certain
efects and degrees of defects, Children of
'erent types of build were selected. Some
V{‘efe thick, others stocky, some short for
8ir age, others tall. In the early age
Broups, both sexes were combined in the
%68 of pictures, but for the 13 year olds,
1Werent sets were made for each sex.
Ia 8cause data were to be collected by
Y observers, and were photographs for
LIV—10—3

guidance, Dr. Clement decided to avoid
technical terms, and concentrate upon certain
common postural defects. Kxaminers were
taught to look at the positions of the head
and shoulders, the thoracic and Ilumbar
spine seen in a lateral view, knock knee,
overcarriage. and total posture. All devia-
tions from the normal in these positions
could be identified by photographs,

Children who have been examined were
selected from both metropolitan and
country, public and private schools, and ages
ranged from 5 to 14. A survey posture in
toddlers had already been made by experts
in the Lady Gowrie pre-school centres.
There is one of these in each capital city.

Dr. Clement has already flown more than
7,000 miles on this work. Her headquarters
are in Canberra, and she has been able to
make a more intensive study of ¢hildren in
this city. She is especially interested in
adolescent kyphosis, or bony chaoges in
vertebrae, and has selected a group of older
High 8chool children for obsarvation,
X rays have been taken of their spines, in
addition to the routine examination. Later,
Dr. Clement will examine a corresponiing
group in Bydney. These will be children
who have left school, and are employed at
one of the largest stores, or WwWho are
apprenticed to different trades.

So far, Dr. Clement has found an inci-
dence of 3}% kyphosis in adolescents, and
she is hoping that at the end of the
investigation, she can reach some conclusion
as to its cause and remedy.

Results from all Btates are still being
tabulated, so that it is too early to report on
the findings of the survey. Whea thoy are
complete, a conference will be called of all
State auathorities, and it is hoped that some
ruling can be given om certain types of
exercise, such as strenuous toe-touching aad
that remedial exercises for different age
groups can be evolved.

Dr. Clement made an interesting com-
ment. “It is rare to find good posture
together with a low 1.Q.”

—————

-



ON LINGUA FRANCA
By Bri Nanarixaa Paryalk, B.A, B.Fp, Aska.

WE simply waste our time by entering

into discussion about the question:
What ought to be the Lingua franca of
Indis? We will not gainanything real by
entering into controversies. One should
probe straight away into the needs of the
hour and their realisation.

The lingua franca includes so to speak
all langnages. 1t is the common property
of all. It brings a new culture. It removes
all barriers which separate man from man
and unites all citizens. The eitizen shonld
not think of his language, prosperity, home,
etc., to the exclusion of that of others.

The nation will have to pass through
evolution and progress. To regain the lost
glory, it is not essential that the citizens
have to follow what was good in the past.
Tt is pot suggested that they should not be
devoted to tradition. What we say is that
8 new vision, free from superstition, culmi-
nates in the attainment of happiness, and
leads to the institution of unity,

No one can deny that SBanskrit is the
mother of India’s languages. In spite of
the diversity and multiplicity of languages
in India, there is a glimpse of an amazing
unity ; and that unity is Sanskrit, In other
words, there is a Sanskrit background
behind all the literary languages of India,
In the Dravidian literary languages also we
see flashes of Sanskrit influence. Added to
this, those who study Sanskrit can read
ancient poetry and Hindu scriptures.

But the culture of to-day is not solely
based on Banskrit. Liong, long ago, Sanskrit
had ceased to be the langnage of India's
masses, The sumum bonum of the study of
the lingua franca is to attain bational
consciousness, To look for unity, abandon.
ing the masses, is like going in quest of
“Golden Fleece”. Banskrit can not be the
state language and the lingua franca of
India;

We find in Hindustani an important form
of Hindi, which shows a powerful assimila-

tion of Urdn and Sanskrit. Modern citizens
should develnp power of assimilation.

we want to attain unity, we must kill ouf
egoism and provincialism. Rise above
“narrow domestic walls”. Feel the majest¥
of your nation. Identify yourselves with
India., Then all barriers crumble away t0
dust. Not to cling to old habits, Hindustan!
ought to be the state language. In the new
India. Hindi is spoken by 257 of Indisns.
As politics is least governed by learning an

wisdom, citizens should be democratically
trained to snar into the brighter regions 0

oneness. The Hindi speaking people should
not put up a strong plea for the adoption of
Hindi as our common langnage.

In a modern state, individual cultuore1s
in no way opposed to national cultare. Rise
above conventional distinctions of orthodox
life. We must be practical citizens. Mere
theorising is not progress. Balanced conclu-
sions elevate the nation. Aan ideal citizen
attains the gnal of ideal democracy. This
is the central ideal of politics.

The adoption of Hindnstani as the state
language cannot be done overnight. The
traosition should be gradual. Such a long
term plan will mean our retaining English
as one of the very usefu! languages for 8
long time to come,

It isnot out of point here to examin®
whether English bas a place in the pational
education, and if so, the position it holds i8
the new learning. In the new order the
merit of study is considered in terms 0
international understanding. It is good t0
have a knowledge of one or more foreign
languages. In India, the stady of English
facilitates reading modern books in Englishs
every year added to the libraries. We have
not suggested the study of the English as an
obstacle in the way of mother tcngue.
can be imparted by reformed methods and
within less time during the working weeks
to the students. They derive no benefit, if
itis stndied as an optional subject. This
does not imply that snch a scheme i9
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tonvenient for all time to come, Education responsibility of reorganising cultural and

1S progressive. It marches. creating new
Vistas of thought and practice. The entire

technical education ought to devolve on
educationists,

mtTEE

MODERN POETRY AND EDUCATION

By Proresgor WinLiaM Hooxexns, M A, Jubbulpore,

HERE was a time in Modern Poetry,
when poeiry was going the way ot
mere vagabondage---dealing with showy
Qothings in a tawdry, half-finished manner
that was so becomingly modern. As a form
of education, particularly in school or
college, therefore, Modern Poetry was not
the poetry of T. S. Eliot or Edmund
Blunden or Dylan Themas or Ezra Pound,
but that of the romantic poets, Words-
worth, Keats, Shelley, Byron and the two
Prominent Victorians along with a third
Who became famous for his Homeric
Similes and beauntiful narratives.

Why was it that the poets of today were
Deglected, in fact, wilfully ignored? One
reason is—and the most obvious one—that
these poets were careless in matters of
content and form ; and along with these
feats of reckless carelessness were a hundred
more faults (.f we are to use hyperbole) of
commission and omission which were felt
by the lay readers and the scholars as un-
becoming of poetry in general, especially
Modern Poetry which should have dealt
With subjects in a besutifully sublime form
to make them the joy and comfort of the
People,

Even now most Schools and Colleges are
shy of the poefs of to-day, particularly the
“New 8chool” poets whose career began
with Eliot's lead and who have a happy
ollowing of similar stars in the firmament
of Poetry. And the reason for the shyness
n 8chools and Colleges is that the poeis
of to-day invariably break all the rules of
traditional poetry, and one wonders how

‘o, in spite of speaking and writing so
Inuch on the advantages of traditions, could

80 uatraditional in his mode of poetis

expression. But the lady who protests too
much always turns out to be a defaulter.
And so was the case with Eliot~—a gigantic
figure in Modern Literature, and now a
Milton of our age.

Of late, things have taken a turn for the
better and it is gratifying to note that even
the poets of to day have forsaken the false
gods and goddesses of poetry, and are kneel-
ing at the feet of the great masters of
yesterday, One of the reasons for this
change was that poets are more sincere
than most people, and being more sensitive,
they took on themselves the task of asking
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themselves knotty questions during the
troublous war of 1939-45, and thanks to
them, they have shown what poetry can do
1n a world of matter and inertia. Hard
thinking made most of them true followers
of the traditionalists—and even Eliot
has recognised the organ-voiced poet of
Epgland as his master and king. Other
poets are doing the same-—and the modern
heresy on Milton is now a thing of the past,
as dead as the dodo or the Hitler-Mussolini
party.

Itisa happy augury that poets of the
calibre of C. D. Lewis have come to the
forefront as the exponents of poetry in
general, and particularly of Modern Poetry.
And his beautifully sane and modern book
on Poetry For You is a happy introduction

written fer children, his book serves admit-
ably the purposes of grown-ups, and I some-
times spend some of my happiest moments
reviviog snatches of old songs or learning
poetry anew. This book is a very different
book from the one that the poet wrote scme
years back and shows the advance iB
Modern Poetry.

Prejudices die hard and prejudices OB
poetry are the hardest, It would be a good
lesson in stock-taking, if teachers of English
Poetry learnt to appreciate the poetry of
to-day and shared with students the glamour
and happy expressiveness of living poets
thus paving the way for a new outlook in
life and poetry. It is a difficult job becausé
modern poetry is complex and representa-
tive of the people and the age, but where
there's a will there is a way, and a start

to t.he glories of a selection of Literature made to-day makes the task lighter
which few to.day recognise. Essentially tomorrow !

EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES

ENSURED FOR BRITISH

SCHOOL CHILDREN

By DR. GeorGeE GRETTON.

A NEW school year has begun in Britain,

and some 5,500,000 children have gone
to primary schools. Yet even this high
figure, it is expected, will be exceeded
within the next few years.

The reasons for this are two-fold. First,
the raising of the school-leaving age under
the Education Act of 1944 means that a
large number of boys and girls are staying
on at school for an extra year—this year
the figure is around 350,000. 8econdly at
the other end of the scale, a large number
of children, born in war years—when there
was an increase in the birth rate—have now
reached the age for going to school. Indeed,
this year there is a record number of infants
(ive-year-olds) in most of the junior
classes.

Britain’s educational system has develop-
¢d steadily in this century—when free and
vompulsory education was introduced—

through a series cf Education Acts, the
last of which was passed four years ago by
Mr. Churchill’s wartime Government. The
purpose behind the system is to give equ
chances to all of Britain’s “citizens of the
future”, and to ensure that no child of
merit shall be prevented from progressing
to the highest forms of education becausé
of lack of means on the part of his or ber
parents,

MorE WOMER TrRACHRRS

Great attention is, therefore, paid to the
training programme for teachers in primary
schools. At present there are more thad
200,000 men and women teaching iB
schools, and in the coming year this figaré
will be augmented by a special post-war
plan for the training of teachers. Hitherto
more men than women were being trainads
but the increase in the number of infants
ooming to school means that more womea .
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teachers are needed- Britain's educational
8uthorities have, therefore, adjusted the
ratio between the sexes of the trainees, and
have fixed the target of women to come out
of the training colleges .at the rate of 8,000
each year.

. Another important factor is school build-
ings, Many of them are old-fashioned and
out of date, and do not fulfil the require-
ments of modern educational standards.

aring the war, of course, little could be
done in the way of improving school bouses,
and teachers—evacuated with their wards
from the big towns to the country districts—
had to make do with whatever accommoda-
tion was svailable. But since the war, the
Ministry of Education has developed pleasant
schools and abolished the old, ugly and on-
snitable buildings. Last year plans costing
about £27.000,000 (Rs. 8594 crores) were
approved as part of this programme, and
this year it is estimated that costs will be
higher.

New MRTHODS

Primary education in Britain has long
Passed the stage of mere instruction in read-
ing, writing and arithmetic, and ia recent
Years efforts to prepare children for a faller
understanding of the community and the
world in which they live, and to fit them
to play their part as citizens, have been
further developed. Teachers are encouraged
to employ new methods. Children are
taught something about the industries m
which many of them will work, and
about the area in which they live, its
history, its individual characteristics and
its local government. Films are being used
more and more as an aid to tesching, one
large British film concern having & special
section for the making of educational
Pictures,

But even education in this wide sense is
Dot all that going to school means $0
Britain's children. Besides instruction there
15 also what may be termed the welfare
8ide which cares for their physical as well
%8 mental health. Medical experts and

dentists visit schools regularly, and parents

have every opportunity to exchange views
on their children with the teachers. Per-
haps one of the greatest boons for mothers
is the midday meal given to children at
school. This was developed during the war
and now about half the school children in
the United Kingdom eat their dinner at
school. Another 1,000 school canteens are
to be set up in the near future.

Socia, WELFARE PROGRAMME

In the post-war years Britain has em-
barked upon a great programme of soc.ia.l
welfare, and the claim that the community
as a whole accepts responsibility—not
undermining but ‘rather strengthening the
sense of responsibility in the family—for
each individual from “the cradle to the
grave” is no idle boast.

Perhaps the greatest responsibility for the
community is the training and education
of its future citizens. Britain’s history has
not infrequently produced great men who
have begun from the humblest surround-
ings. But in the past such men have
inevitably been exceptions. The inteation
of the British educational authorities to-day,
working through the County Kducation
Committee, is that increasing numbers of
children, who show themselvas possessed of
sound intellectual power, having equal
opportunities with their better placed
fellows, may go from primary schools to
secondary or public schools, and from there
to universities, and even to post graduate
research.

The education of those who do not show
such marked ability is pot, of course,
considered any less important. Apart from
the general aims of eduocation, much valae
is set on instilling the habit of learning as
an asset in later life, And Britain is rich
in facilities for further part-time study,
whether vocational or purely educational,
Modern industries are, in a sense, & "school™
for their workers who learn more about
their own jobs, and the significance of these
in the nation’s 'life, Buch learning has an
important bearing on industrial production,
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But it can develop fully only whers the

workeis have been given a sound educa-

tional background in the right conditions.
Britain's teachers, at the start of another

THE EDUCATIONAL REVIEW

school year, might well define the object °f.
their work by improviag on the old ptovef!"
“Healthy minds in healthy bodies work 18
healthy surroundings”.

———————

CRAFT-CENTERED EDUCATION

By 8r1 D. PurusroTHAM Nalpu, Chittoor.

BOOKISHNESS is mopishness, bookless-

ness is foppishness. This is an extreme
statement, an emphasis of a half truth as is
usual with such terse, crisp sentences.

However, all are agreed on the futility of
educational endeavours in the majority of
cases. Itisa wonder that, in spite of this,
there have been geniuses, remarkable men
of intellect and achievement. But they are
exceptions which prove the rule.

Let us now talk of crafts. For some years
to come, the air will be thick with cries of

crafts and hands will be busy plying where blndness,
eyes and lips have exhausted their effort.
The whirr of the wheel, the tuck of the
hammer, the creech of the plane or the

scorn a pew effort, and this also will appesr
natural,

Bat teachers will be more friendly thaB
unkind critics, and they will do their best 10
discover the merits of the scheime and WOF
it out successfully. That much of support
can be had from te.chers without doab
But for them to be really active and to
useful, they should be trained in outlo®
and skill. “To greet the new education Wit
suspicion and distrust is to refuse to ff’uo.w
the march of events. To singin pl'ms_e‘;‘1
advance of the new scheme 18 “,‘“
of blind devotion to duty \igels
t0 obscure vision and Judgement.

A complete break with the past wo:g
sesm desirable, but we cannot order ® b

kada kada of the pulley—all these are
symptomatic of the new arrivals, which
have been nshered in the educational world,

A complete educational process is 8 co-
ordination of eye, ear, mouth, and hand
with minds, and we do just as we learn,
Learning by means of doing—rather doip
and doing. In this context we hay
the new education and educati
There is the cry that the s
reopened, and there is no eq
there are no books. Timetableg
where books and crafts there ar

8 to view
onal effort,
hools have
ucation, for
show crafts,
€ none |
Indeed, it would be

ncthing for some time, it at

away from books, Cut off the rl:::)trixtaosge:
bookish education ang leanings to bg y
and children are adrift. T} ook,

en th i
hqld of crafts. Then ip this p::'io‘:l&set
will be lokewarm friends and ﬂnfriend;;

critics looking askance apg viewing with

desirable tq do

0
army of teachers to man the schools. T4
things are an immediate necess“)"eq,ql
ment for the new courses, and 8 0¥
of teachers. For the latter, short 'efrd.d
courses may be arranged to impart® 4
outlook. Bupposing equipment ¢80 b:,,uy-
for money. teachers cannot be h‘d“’uﬂ
The supply of teaching staff is inaded ,d
meet the demands, Of trained Por®
there is very litle,

Again, the old examination syste® o
the new experiment cannot end do o
agree. Marking at every stage th'd
strength and also the weakness Of i
scheme. Absence of it js—let us 19K*
the virtue of the new scheme, P
standard to measure the progress of
has to be devised. It would be
teacher to mend or adjast bis
teaching, and it would be usetal w‘ .
to measure their progress in terms ¢
%ad joy of achievemeant.
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BOOK REVIEWS

Brorire op Our Lianp By C.A. PARKHURST.
Book I, Pp. 80. Boox II, Pr. 88. PrICE
13 aAs. anp 14 as. ResPECTIVELY. Mac-
MiLLaX & Co., LD,

¢ THESE stories,” says Mr. Parkharst

“are primarily meant for Classes 3
and 4 of Earopean and Anglo Indian schools
in India and Pakistan. Book I deals with
Indian history from the earliest times to the
reign of Sher Shah. Book II covers the

Mogul period from Babar to Aurangazebes.”

Indian history is told in thie book ina
series of stories. For instance, the episode
of Buddha at Sarpath helps to record the
history of Buddhism, The legend of the
fox and Ahmed Shah Wali tells of the
founding of Bidar, (which has recently

come into prominence as a Razakar strong-
hold.)

The stories are well told in simple
English. At the end of every story there
are notes about difficult words and names
of places and persons, There are also
questions bearing on the story. The books
are profusely illustrated.

The episodes have been selected with
oare, and have literary or historical authority
behind them. In many cases, Mr. Parkburst
introduces us directly to the source books.
For example, one of Asoka’s edicts 1S
translated, and extracts are given from
Jehangir's diary and Bernier's letters.

Not all will agree however that the selec-
tion of the stories is the most perfect
possible. We feel for example that there
can be no true understanding of Hindu
India without a reference to the great epics
which have mounided Hindu culture, and it
is a pity that neither epic is mentioped in
these books, meant for fellow-citizens who
have to understand and live with us. We
noticed one mistake. In page 46, 1t 1S
Stated: “In the sixteenth century, A.D.
the Pallava King Narasimha Varman I was
on the throne in South India.”

On the whole, the books are admirably
Suited for the purpose they have in view.

TaLes oF BorMA By Maune Mavuxe Pyr:
TrnosTRaTED BY U THET Win Pp. [14.
Price RE. 1 Macuminnan & Co. Lirp.

Here is a fascinating little book which
tells us a great deal about our peighbours
in Burma. Probably we shall understand
more about them by getting to know the
stories they tell one another than by a long
course in history and pgeograpby. The
stories here reproduced are popular tales,
gathered from folklore, mythology, local
traditions and drama. They tell us of
powerful princes and lovely princesses,
wicked intriguers and helpful hermits.
Occasionally denizens from the other world
are introduced. There are Natsand Kinnaras.
Apnimals like crocodiles and birds like
parrots play important parts in several
stories. In onse story, a parrot promotes a
love affair, much as the swan does in our
story of Nala and Damayanti. It is interest-
ing to find that the old Indian story of the
tortoise, which could not refrain frpm
talking even while being carried on a stick
gripped by its mouth by two swans, has its -
own counterpart in Burma. We of India
are also interested by the numerous refe-
rences to Takshasila and to the Enlightened
One.

School children cannot get a better
introduction to the culture of Burma. And
even grown ups can do worse than get
introduced to Burma through this'book.
A good book for nondetailed study in our
schools and for the school library.

AN Inxpian Boysoop By Noen Sarkar
witH ILLUSTRATIONS BY OLGA LLEEMANN,
Borris aNp CARTER, LoNDON. Pp, 153,
Osh. 6d.

As the title indicates, this is the story of a
boy who lived in Bengal some years ago.
There is no plot strictly so called, but there
is a unpity of mood about the theme,
Mr. Sarkar tells us that as a child he “lived
the kind of life that in this book is lived by
Gopal." One presumes that the author has
gelected from the store of his memories and
pieced his reminiscences together into an
artistic pattern.
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Gopal, the hero of the story, was brought
up in a large joint family; in some details,
bis life as a child and a boy recall the
pictares that Tagore has given of his early
life. Itis altogether a fascinating account
in which full justice is done to the imagina-
tive life of the child,

Mr. Barkar has used a daring technique
to indicate the mix up that children always
bave in their minds about facts and fancies,
Gopal's fancy had created a mysterious
friend, whom he had named Prince Gopal
would meet him here and there, particularly
in & mysterious house with a high-walled
garden. And Gopal wonld talk to him. Byt
none else could see this Prince.

Mr. Sarkar writes fluently and easily, and
recaptures successfully the golden hounrs of
his childhood. All the characters introduced
in the book, thongh sketched only from the
point of view of a child, have an abiding
vitality about them—oparticularly Kalyan,
hunchback and prince of storytellers with g
flair for friendship amounting almost to
genius in kindliness.

It is true that occasionally abstruse meta.
pbysical themes are referred to, which
Gopal very naturally refused to understand,
They help to stress the incorrigible meta.
pbysical bias of the Indian mind. Some-
times the second person singular intended
to represent familiar conversation seems
formal and stilted. We have noticed a few
mistakes also. “Dasu and Kalyan started
laughing.” (page 61, line 9). Surely, it
should be ‘Dasu and Gopal’. *“Like a pea.
cock’s tail, its golden plumes spread them-
selves alone and splendid.” (page 67) How
does one parse splendid here? *I was able
to bave talk with many men and women,”
(page 56, para 4). This is of course inele-
gant, and dces not fit in with the stylistic
gifts of Kalyan the storyteller. ‘‘What
swful tortures I will prepare for you.”
(page 41, line 8). Li-pen, the old Chinese,
is of course not expected to be scrupulously
ccrrect in this speech.

_But apart from minor errors of this
kind, the book is exceedingly well written.
Thestyle is both simple and imaginative.

Olga Lehmann's illustrations add to the
attractions of the book. Wa are only s°’z
that so little is told to us of some aspects
Gopal's life. For instance, we kaow!
Gopal had s mother, but hear very little
his relations to her. We should weloom¢
more being written about Gopal's boyhoo®

We cordially recommend the book for
prescription for nondetailed study for @
Intermediate students. In the mean‘_Vh"'
school and college libraries can go 1B
this charming account ot an Indian boyb
Bocran Stupiks Book 1 ror For¥ I:

Book 1V ror FomM IV: 1N TA‘“,“é

By G. SounpagaM, M.A., L.T., Pr 18

AND 176, prick Re. 1 anxp Rs U

RREPKOIIVELY. EDCCATIONAL PUBLISE!

Co., NUNG1MBaKKaM, N aDRaAS,

Rightly or wrongly, "Sccial Studies” form
part of the new educational curriculo®
our Presidency. On a subject so inchost®
and vague and so liable to be mod}ﬁe.
according to one's idealogical bias, 1t
pretty difficalt to frame a syllabus or WF'
a text book. Our Eduacation Departmed
have however already drawn up a syllaba®
And Mr, G. Sundaram has written out t¥O
fairly satisfatory text books. His s$30%
point is that of the edacated modern 10dis?
nationalist accepting the ideals associd
with Mahatma Gandhi.

The text book for Form I is divided int
ten chapters and deals respectively with the
first tools of man, the history of arss the
story of Government, festivals, farthe
history of arts, methods of communicatio®
village life, science and scientists, met
of transport and the greatness of social Iifé

The subject is treated lucidly and atts8>
tively, and keeping particularly in view
needs of the Tamil child. The book (%
Form IV has nine chapters, dealing Wit
the rise of the modern world, descripsiod
the earth, the needs of men, the rallwsy™
sea-lanes and air-routes of the worlds t3
history of democracy in England, the Ames"
can struggle for Independence, and pictur®®
of revolution in Fraoce, Germany, 18!
Rossia, Turkey and the East. EV

chapter has a suitable motto from a m°d°m.

ite
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Tamil poet. The treatment of tha theme
leaves little to be desired. Ia both the
volumes, questions are apu-adel at the end
of every chapter. And both the books are
profusely illustrated with maps, pictures
and charts. We cordially recommend the
books to the notice of schools in Tamiload.

IntroDUCING SOcIaL Srupies BY Dr. J. F.
ForresTERr B,A., PE.D,, OnIeNT LONG.
MANs, Litp, Pp. 60 Price RE. 1.

“This is a book,” says Miss Forrester,
“for those who are pionecring iu the Special
Studies. There are two things that it is not.
Itis not a syllabos in the Social Studies,
and it is not a guide or a hand-book toa
syllabus made up by someone else. Itis an
attempt to discover some of the principles
underlying the introduction of the Social
Studies into the curriculum, to discuss what
kind of materials and methods must be
used if these principles are to be followed.”

The book has chapters on Social Studies
and the New Approach in Education, What
Shall Wa Teach in the Social Studies?,
Arranging the Material in Social Studies,
Methods in the Social Studies, and The
Social Studies and the Rest of the Carri-
cclum,

Opinion is still divided as to the advis-
ability of replacing the study of Geography
and History by Social Studies. So:ne fetl
that Social Studies, involving as they do the
coordination of geography, history, civics
and economics, presuppose a knowledge of
these subjects. 1t is doubtful again whether
they will prove very useful in the India of
to-day, where we are definitely passing
through a period of conflicting idealogies
and competiog cultural values.

Apart from all this, however, it has to be
Mentioned that Dr. Forrester has dealt with
he_r theme clearly, incisively and even
trilliantly, The keypote of her work is 8
Quotation from Russin: “The entire objact
of the education is to teach people not only
to do the right thing, but to epjoy the right
thing”” Dr. Forrester shows 1 this little
book how Social Studies help in realising
this great objective,

[N AY 4 A a

THE VEGE rARIAN NEWS3, MAHATMA GANDHI
MgMORIAL NUMBER. PUBLISHED BY THE
LonpoN VEGETARIAN SooreTy, 9, AbpayM
STreeT, ADELPHI, W. . 2 Pr. 48 PLUS
XVvI. PRICE 1shA.

Most of us in this country, whno have not
had the privelege of paying « visit to
England, must have often wondsred about
the kind of life vegetarians are leading
there. Strange whispers have come now
and then about the existence of a set of
vegetarians there, and Mahatma Gandhi’s
autobiography has given glimpses about
them,

Here, in this number of the Vegetarian
News, a great deal of information is given
about the vegetarians in England. We are
informed that the London Vegetarian
Society dates back to the Diet Reform
Society of 1875, and was formaliv founded
on the 17th April 1888. It has uow on its
rolls 4000 members and claims to be the
largest society of its kind in Britain and
probably the secr.nd largest in the world.
It is believed that there are not less than
100,000 vegetarians in Britain,

Mahatma (3andhi was associated with the
vegetarian movement in England, whea he
was there stundying law. “After eightecn
moaths of difficulties as a vegetarian in a
strange and carnivorons land, (Gandhi was
introduced to the Liondon Vegetarian Society
by Josiah Oldfield, with whow he shared a
room...In the following years...he contri.
buted nine articles on Hindu diet and
customs to our old magazine, The Vegetarian,
aud...... also presided at a public meeting.
For some time he served on the Society’s
Executive Committes. On June 10th, 1891,
he was called to the Bar, on the 1lth en-
rolled in the High Court, on the 12th sailed
for India, and on Saturday the 13th, The
Vegetarian published a fall page interview—
and surely for the first time—the now well
known photo of Mohandas Karamchand
Gandhi, Barrister-at-law.”

There are extracts from Mahatmaiji's
autobiograpby about his vegetarian experi.
ments and his views on diet. Gandhiji’s
address to the London Vegetarian Society
on “The Moral Bacis of Vegetarianism™ on
the 20th November, 1931, when hewas in
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Londop on account of the Indian Round
Table Conference, is reproduced. Reminis-
cences of Gandhiji are contributed by
Dr. Oldfield, Mr. H.8.L.. Polak and Dr. K.M.
Pardhy. Dr. Oldfield concludes with a
memorable paragraph: “I hive nn 3ense
of sorrow in the death of Gandhi, and I feel
sure that if he were sitting by me nnw, as
I write in the warm evening in the old
Jar -ica town of Kingston and I said to
hir *Ganihi, you are going to be shot next
v -k,’ he would answer: ‘Well, I supnnse 1t
i for some good purposs, and if <o I shall

velcome death as a new opening for future

work for humanity. But pray do not les
the instrument of God’s will be punished
for doing what he believes to b 1 right
thing for him todo’” Roy Walk-r, the
Secretary of the Liondon Vegetarian S ciety,
has never met Gandhij: in the flesh : bat he
is convinced that he came to know him
better through studving his words and deeds
than by visiting him occasionaliy. “Per
sonally,” he says, “I owe Gandhi muzh, If
Henry Salt confirmed Ais vegetariani<m, he
confirmed nine, and thereby led me int,
what is now my work as Secretary of tha
Society of which he was a member, editor
of a magazine to which he contrit.ured his
own first published articles.”

Bir S. Radhakrishnan writes a brif but
illuminating article on “The Unity of Life”.
There he poiats out. "I: 15 beievad in
India that diet has a great dea) of ioflnence
on cur mind and character. If we are t;
grow pacific in disprsition and be patient
with our ncighbours, even when th-y do
things offensive to our moral zense, perhans
8 vegetarian dist is to b prefecred. See
Bhagava!l Gita, xvii, 7 10"

The value of this inter-stiog iz:us is
enhanced by a few portriits of Gandh ji and
the reproduction of a tloral handbul of &
meeting addrassed by (Gandmiji while he
was studying for law in Lioadun. Iiven the
advertisemens wak: interesting reading,
They give plenty of informatinn abouat
vegetarian restaurants, gu:sthouses an.d
goods.

1 P. 8.G Namu Nivaive Maoaw: (IN

TaMIL) Epnep BY K. VENKaTAcHALAM,

E. VEnkaresaLy asp . NARavANA-
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gwayMI PuBLIBHED BY SmI P.5.G. NaIpU

MEMORIAL COMMITTRE, SakvajaNa HIGH

SoHO00L, PREELAMEDU. .

This memorial tribute to a great indus-
trialist and philanthropist has been publish-
ed at the instance of the Old Boys’ Assocta-
tion of the Sarvajana High School, Peels-
medn. The late P.S.G. Rangaswami Nsida
(1882—1947) came of a respectable family.
His early education was meagre, and he
started his life as an agricaltarist. Then he
became interested in ginoing cotton and 10
1911 started a ginning factory. After many
ups and downs in his commercisl enter-
prises, Sri Naidu found himself in affluzoce
at the end of the first World War.

Not content to rest on his oars, he exi-
panied hig activities as an industrialist, an
what is much more notable, devel.ope:i u.)!.(’
a great philanthropist. The Sarvajina Hig
School, Peelamedn, was born as a result o
his philanthropy, and was later f5ilowed bY
the P.S G. Technical Institute. e was on®
of the pioneers of techmologicil edusatio?
in the Presidency, and there was ha-dl¥
anv gnnd cause which failed to atiract his
good will, .

In this memorial wolume, manv trihntes
are fonnd from friends and admirers, includ-
ing the Hon'ble T. 8. AvinachilingasD
Chettiar, our Education Minister, Dr. C. R.
Reddy, Dr. B, V. Narayanaswi.ny N%,lﬁ”'
Dr. S, R. Ringanathan and ctners. Th?
vo'ume is beautifully prodaced and contan?
maov excelleat portraits, It is fally worthy
of the purpose which it sets out to achieve:

CROSSWORD TOP PRIZES
& HOW BEST TO WIN THEW
By M. Y. 8. NIVAS.

Chntains ingenious tables with illus-
trative examples showing how to score
top prizes with a minimum numbears ©
entries ranging from 15 alternatives
down with or without interlockars. An
unique book of its kind and a great asset
to reqgular Illustrated Weekly and other
Crossword forms.
PriccRs.1 8 0
Apply to :

THE EDUCATIONAL REVIEW BOOK DEPOT.

14 A, Sunkuwar Street, Madiras 3§

Postage As. 8 Fxtra

EDITORIAL

T has been rightly remarked that as

handwriting is an instrument of culture
and of thought, its teach-
ing is a very complex

Hand-w'riting matter. It touches techpi-
as a subject cal, educational and social
of training.  problems which are hard-

ly within the framework of
an inquiry that is supposed to be essen-
tially informative. Moreover, these ques-
tions have to be constantly adapted to
the various educational theories as well
as to the neads of life.

Several first rate books have bzen
published on the didactics of hand-
writing. The aim of educational authori-
ti=s should be to draw a geographical
pictura, country by country of the
systems and methods as they are used
in the different areas and to endeavour
t5 trace the main tendencies prevalent
at the present day in the teaching of
hand writing. The UN.ESC.O. has had
the good fortune to obtain replies from
48 countries and finds that many educa-
ticnal authorities are interested in the
continued improvement of this teaching.

Hand-writing, together with reading
wand arithmetic, is one of the elementary
and esszntial media of all teaching. An
important place is therefore given to it
in evary country at the beginning of the
compulsory school period. Sensory and
manipulative activities in the infant school
may be considered as a preparation for
handwriting.

The Unesco has given a prominent
place to this subject. In some countries,
the formal teaching of handwriting begins
in the infant school, or at any rate in the
last grade of this school, often called the
Dreparatory class e ¢., (Argentina, Colom-
bia, Cuba. France, India, Lebanon, New
Zaaland, Peru, Siam, Switzarland (Basle
and Ganeva'. Union of South Africa,
United Kingdom.} They are however, to
bz considared as excsplions, and it may

2 said that in ths majority of casss
instruction in handwriting is not mention-
ed in the syllabus of infant schools, but
bzgins with the first grade of the primary
school.

Most countries have furnished the
numb=r of vears devet 4 to this mubjsct;

but it ig difficult i» judy: t» what extent.
in the higher grades, spscial lessons are
given or whathar writing is simply
practised through other written work.
The classification according to vears
which we shall end=avour to draw up is,
therefore, only approximate.

The situation in india with reard to
handwriting is thus d=scribad :(—

1. Handwriting is taught fromn the
infant class, in primary classes and, guite
often, in the secondary classes ~iso at
least in the lower grades. Thus, in Ajmer-
Merwara, Bombay, and the Ceantral Pro-
vinces, writing is taught from 6 t» 14
years of age. In the other provincas,
formal instruction in this branch ceasas
at about 11 to 12 y=ars. In Assam. how-
ever, transcription iz taught to pupils,
even above this ag:. Eva2n in the higher
classes of secondary schools, writing
exarcises are combined with other
instruction, e.g., essay, dictation, transla-
tHion, substance, =tc Similar instructisn
is given in Madras and the North Wast
Frontier Provincs.

Frequently, one lesson daily is davoted
to writing in the younger classes, then,
4,3, and 2 lessons a wesek in the other
classes.

Writing is usually taught simultaneously
with reading of print. The North Wast
Frontier Province states, however, that
‘writing there bagins a little earlier than
reading. :

Preparatory ex=rcises are prescribad
everywhere, excapt in the Central
Provinces and the North West Frontier
Province. These exercises c¢onesist in
tracing with charcoal and chalk, making
letters with hamboo sticks or with seeds,
etc. Bombay has mentioned the {»llswing
as typical exzrcises:

(1) drawing straight lines, slanting and
curved lines, semicircles, etc;

(2) drawing letters in sand or in saw
dust;

(3) forming letters with a wire, small
thick sticks, seads (Chinchoke), pulsas

etc:

(4) children stick sand on letters
drawn by ihe tracher on cardbrard ;

(8) children rub th= slai= pencil on th»
s ate a4 thus prepar= a fine white ur.
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tace on which they are asked (o draw the
letters with their fingers: and
i drawing letters in th. aic
finger
With regard to style, this 1-pands of
course upon the native langiigs of the
Provinc= in quastion. Gene: - ally, howevar
qn’ upright style is favoured, usually,
linked For irstancz, in Asssm, the pro.
gramme prescribes an upright stvie with
pmed t2ttars for the priniary wchsol, but
in the sacondary schosl m-d-] éopy
books with slanting letters ars usei In
Bangalcre, lotters ars dataciod for the
Dravidian language and link-3 isr U 1u,
In Bombay print script  Diva Nugar i
now more favoured than

with a

th- carsive

( Modi) style. : e
[_Jn_iformity in the stress an! - thod of
training in writing is gr .. to be

defired.

hc.iucatio:tal Psychology has :ssumad
an importance that is now reqaily vary

. significant.  Among the

II. Aims of  studies carried out gy th-
Educational International Pirean  of
Psychology. Education, tha t-azhing of
Psychology in th. trair ing
of teachers and similar subjects have
been occupying more and more sigaifi
cant places. Psychology s15.i4 bz 3
necassary item in th- pregramme of
s.tudnes of teachers everywhere A publica-
tfon containing preliminary in vesiija-
tions and aims of such study nas been
made by the UNESCO and International
Bureau of Education From it we learn -

1 Th= aims of Educatisnal Psycholegy
can be divided into thre= mai: r_}roup%:

(gx) Datention of back - ard caildren
which is often the baginning of didg.’lfJSiSl
and treatment of various ditficulties in
adaptation :
. (}:?) Educational guidance involving the
;Zttl]:gd~?nd adaptation of educational

(c) Pre vocational guidance

The detsction of backward children
who v{ould hinder progress in the ciasses'
to w}}xch they are assigned owing to their
physical age or insutficient mental
development, was the first precccupation
of educational psychology and remains
the most important one. i

THIL FDUCATIONAL REVIEW

Educational psychologists should b2
consul.tr:d whenever a constitutiznal or
behaviour anomaly makes edusation diffi
cg]t_ The psychologist then makes a de-
tail=d study of the ditficulti=s, the charac
tevistics of the organism in which they
appeaar, and the conditions under which
thoy are created and developed. The
know_ledge of all thes2 factsrs is neces-
sary In ordsr to decide upon a suitable
treatment.

5_3me of the most important duties
asm?ned to educational psychology are
to plac: each child in the class, best
sm‘gi him, to adapt this class to the most
vured types Of children, keeping in mind
‘?h: typ2 ot difficulties or aptitudes
b -:)ging to =2ach group, and to estabiish
in salme way indiv.dual treatment in
cchool.

Ssyeral countries expect educational
psycaology to deal nol only with the
Imm: -qiate adaptation of the child to his
tarnily and educational environmznt, but
8‘41.5” his adaptation to his future social
life.  Educational psychologists must,
therefore, direct vocatisnal guidance, or
r;th I pre-vocational gquidance, for a
cnhoic-, given for example at the end of
th- first cycle of studies, leaves the way
opan to varied specialization.

Iu‘a latge number of countries the
reychological examination of the pupils
1S for the most part urdertaken by
primary and secondary teachers in addi-
tion to their teaching duties. In some of
thes;*_countries, besides members of the
teaching profession who are concerned
with the practice of educational psycho-
logy. there are also specialized psycho-
logists ’

In the present conflict of Fegtonal-
versus State Languages, with English as

another complicating

III_. factor it is goed T
ignskrlt. a8 C. R. Reddci‘J andth«;St fgw
: € common  «chiiars remind us of the
anguage for rich heritage in Sanskrit

India. that we have and tha' has

. served as a conrectin
link qi all the different langua't;:e%‘;}ug
Pand*t Nehr'yi remarked sometine ago at
the First PEN Aj) India Writers’ Con
ference at Jaipur as follows : —

NEWS & NOTES

The fact that we should remember is
at our provincial languages were
Controlled by these two aristocratic
anguages, *by Sanskrit especially, and it
took a “tremendous lot of time for the

Tovincial languages to grow.

In the' South, of course, there wasa
different family of languages which,
though different, became through Sanskrit
Intimately associated with the other
languages of India.”

e supposed conflict between Sanskrit
and the various regional languages is not
true. And, as Dr. C. Kunhan Raja has
effectively put it: "The people's lan-
Guages grew on account of the activity
Of Sanskrit scholars. They imported all

e best elements of Sanskrit into the
lanCJuages. The vocabulary was enriched.
10e expressibility of the languages was
Improved. All the great poets in all the
Indian languages at all times were great
Sanskrit scholars. All the wealth of the
lanQuages in the form of literature is due
to the effort of Sanskrit scholars. If Sans.
krit scholars spoke in Sanskrit at all-India
assemblies, it was not due to any sort of
false sense of prestige; it was due to a
Necessity, wviz, that then Sanskrit was
?he only all India longuage. If they spoke
In their regional languages, others could
not follow them. If really they had

espised their regional languages, we

Cannot explain how they worked for en-
lching the same languages. If every-
.hmg that was worth-writing was written
In Sanskrit, the reason is not far to seek.

a matter of fact, only a part of what
Was worth writing was actually written in

nskrit. Poetry was mainly written in
the regional languages.”

Among the subjects discussed at the

Conference of the Executive Heads and

Vice.Chancellors of the

IIIV" British  Universities within the
Diversities British Commonwealth of
and Govt,  Nations at Bristol and later

Grants at the Congress of Univer-

w sities of the Common-
salth held at Oxford, fiftyseven Vice-
Eddncellors were present, among whom
la was represented by 5, Pakistan by
én%dnada by 16, Australia by 7, Newzea-
and by 3, South Africa by 5 and Ceylon
s Ve learn that among the import-
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ant subjects discussed were (i) inter-
change of teachers and post-graduate
students, (ii) uniformity of standard for the
degree examinations, (iii) relations bet-
ween the state and the universities. By
way of facilitating interchange of teachers
and students, it was agreed that the
receiving universities might make arrange-
ments for financial assistance. As to the
relationship between the State and the
universities, one of the Indian Vice-
Chancellors has prominently mentioned
the following feature: “In England, the
State Ministry for Education paid the
Universities an annual subvention of nine

-million pounds from the Universities

Grants Committee. The Minister for
Education declared that this sum would
further be augmented to twelve million.
The disbursement of the subvention is
made through the Universities Grants
Committee, the State not interfering at all
with the autonomy of the Universities.”
This example might very well be follow-
ed in our country.

———

NEWS & NOTES

The Golden Jubilee of the Ayurveda-
shramam Ltd., Madras, was celebrated on
the 29th of September 1948. 8ir C. P.
Ramaswamy Iyer presided on the occasion.

Ayurvedashramam was founded by the
late Dr. D. Gopalacharlu, (1872-1920) who,
as Sir C. P. pointed out, was one of the
pioneers of Ayurveia in South India. At a
time when the value of Ayurveda was
being widely questioned, Dr. Gopalacharlu
confounded sceptics by clinical successes of
an amazing kind, and became a missionary
and propagandist in the cause of Ayurveda.

Ayurvedashramam is now conducted by
Dr. Desikacharln, brother of the founder,
on the lines and traditions built up of old.
The Golden Jubilee was marked by the
opening of a Free Dispensary.

On the occasion, tributes to Dr. Gopala-
charlu were paid by many speakers,
including Sri C. R. Srinivasan, editor of
the Bwadesamitran, Dr. G, Srinivasamurti,
Andhrakesari Sri T. Prakasam and others,

The enjoyable function concladed with a
dance by Srimatis Lalita, Padmini, Ragini

and party.
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NOTICE

Contributions: The Editor solicits contri-
butions cn all subjects of educational interesy
Articles gonerally need not be made longer than
2000 or 2500 words. They should be legibly
written, preferably typewritten 8o a8 to permit
the incorporation of editorial revisions and in-
structions to the press. Accepiance and publica-
tion of an article do not necessarily imply that the
Editor endorses the views expressed therein
Stamps should accompany the manuscript, if the
writer wianes it roturned in casa of noan-accep-
tance. The Editor cannot in any case accept any
responsibility for the return of any manuscrips
submitsed.

Subscriptions: All remittances and com-
munications on the subjeot shouli be adiressed
fo the Publisher, 14/A, Sunkuwar Street,
Triplicane, Madras. It is requested for facility
of reference that the subscription numbar, priased
on the wrapper, should be mentionel in all such
communications, Subacribers will generally ba
informed of the expiry of their subscriptions well
in advance of the date of such expiry, bus it is
requested that iastructions for removal or dis-
continuaace may be 83at even ia taa absence of
such notice. Subscriptions are strictly payable
in advance.

Date of Publication: The Review ig
published on the 29th of every month. Subsg-
oribers who donot raceive the Review in time
are requesbed to notify the management im-
mediately. It may not be always possible to
supply the missing copies, if complaints are made
months after the event, nor under such circum.
stances could any eaquiry be conducted in the
matter.

Reviews of Books: The Editor will be glad
to notice in the columns of the Beview books of
educational and general ingerest.

H forward to her
g former life of
= vigourand many
= social parties,
= cured of all her
uterine ills that
confined her to
the house all
along
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FOLK HIGH SCHOOLS OF DENMARK.

By Dr. S. R. RangANATHAN, M.A, D Lrrr., L.T, F.L A., President, Indian Library
Association, Professor of Library Seience, [niversity of Delht.

THE Folk High Schools of Denmark

caught my imagination pearly thirty
Years ago. I brought together a small
collection of books on the subject in the
Madras University Library. Once I arrang-
ed for a meeting at Kellett Hall, Triplicane,
Madras for a lecture on the subject by a
Danish lady—Mrs. Gravely. Sita's statement
(in the Rmayana), "It only one lives long
enough one witl have a chance to realise
one's wishes,” came to my mind when in
June last I found myself in Denmark.
Mr. 8ven Dahl, the Royal Librarian, and
Mr. E. Allerslev Jensen, the Inspector of
Libraries, at Copenhagen made me take
full advantage of their ungrudging hospita-
lity, I mentioned to them my long cherish-
ed wish t0 see a Folk High School in actual
Working,

It was about mid-day. We went a few
Iiles by train. Then a motor-drive of about
20 minutes brought us to the Folk High

bool at Hillelpol. It was an extensive
ground with a fine building in the centre.
Mr, Grindtvigs, the Leader of the School,
Welcomed us at the entrance. He took us
found the 8School. The gymnasium Wwas
very attractive. The residential rooms were
Well furnished, The dining room had all
the modern equipments. He took us through
A corridor and opemed a door at its end.

hat revealed a class of about 100 young
Women listening to a talk, The leader said
+ 88 it was summer, all the students
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were women and that in winter all would
be men. The students were bright and
cheerful, As we approached from behind
the class, they did not at first notice our
entering. They were first puzzled by their
teacher suddenly stopping his talk, As we
walked half way down the gangway, the
class noticed our coming and spontaneously
sprang to its feet. My Indian dress should
have roused their curiosity. But their faces
showed discipline and & composed mind,
The look of kindness and welcome, which
their faces presented, led to my uttering
the following words:

Myself: Leader, Professor and Liadies,
I crave your pardon for this intrusion into
your class-room. Since I have been brought
here, I must say a few words to you. I come
from a far-off land. It is some 5000 miles
away. Have you seen & triangular country
in the map of Asia? What is that country ?

Class: Indien,

Myself: Yes, I come from India, I bring
you the greetings of your Indiau sisters,
I shall also take back to them all the greet-
ings that pour forth from so many bright,
smiling faces. (Lianghter).

I have read many books on your folk
high schools, I had been longing to see
one, and I have seen an excellent one
to-day. Are you not proud of your school ?

Class: Yes.
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Myself
in India shounld have similar schools.
you wish the same?

Class: Yes,

Myself: Till now we could not have it.
But now we can have it. For we are now
a free nation. Some of us are very keen
that our boys and girls shou!d have the
same opportunity as you, We owe our
freedom largely to one great leader of
ours—Mahatma Gandhi. We call him the
Father of our Nation. Hands up, those who
have heard of Mahatma Gandhi.

Class: All, all, all,

Myse’f: He was s great soul. He was a
treasure. We were proud that he belonged
to us. But we are ashamed that we should
bave lost him. But having lost him, we
want, at least, to live up hereafter to his
ideal. One of his ideals was that all should
be educated. It is in the course of exploring
the ways and means for realising that ideal
that I am here to-day.

Please excuse me for having disturbed
the rhythm of your class, and give your
best wishes to your Indian brothers and
sisters.

Class: Cheers,

The Leader told me that they laid great
emphasis on physical training, musie, litera-
ture and civics, The ladies had been work-
ing for at least five years after leaving
school. They had seen life at the stage
when one was likely to get narrowed down
to a particular walk of life, When they
just emerged into adulthood, they were
brought back to these Folk High Schools to
get their interests widened, There is no
attempt to teach the arts and crafts which
form their daily work. Communal living
itself forms the essence of school life.

The Leader said that most of the Schools
had been in charge, all along, of enthusiasts
in adult education—of persons who value
opportunity for social work more than they
valne money. Though all the teachers are

It is my wish that your sisters
Don't
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kept above want, it is true that they coud
easily have earned more money if they b8
chosen other walks of life, But they don'®

The Folk High 8chools are not sufficiest
in number to reach all the youth. Tb
is therefore no special effort to cab
students, Practically all the students vola®
tarily seek admission. The Leader caid t
the growth in the number of schools hd
been determined by this voluntary dema®
from the people.

Each School has a library. The chiel
achievement of the School is that it fouse:
enough interest in the student to pursoe!
study of cunltural subjects. The momentd®
they gain before they leave the school cart!
the urge for further self-education throu8
a long period of years. Theextensive libr8
system of the land provides the necesssry
tools for self-education.

We drove from this school to a Déigh
bouring viliage, Karlibo, about 10 @}
distant. Though it was snmmer vacatiod
the Headmaster and his wife arrived t tb®
school just as we reached it. One © the
rooms in the school, houses the local lib"‘ry‘:
The room was about 20 feet by 19 f”t
The shelves along the walls had abo%
2000 volumes for serving a populatiod f
2000. I was told 1hat they were exchang®
six times a year by the Travelling Libra®

provided by the Department of Librarié®.

The annual issue is abont 5000 and? o
aopual expenditure is only Rs. 600 Th,
Head-master, who was in charge of tb
library, had learnt the routine for & sm.b,
library. We spent about an hour in the I
rary. The Headmaster and his wife ser¥ K
us with the cakes and the excellent mil
which they had brought in their car. 1 ¥
very much touched by their kindﬂ::"
especially when they said that it was §
that the Inspector of Libraries had writté?
to them that I did not drink coffee or t&%
and that this made them bring some fr
milk for me,

MY EXPERIMENTS IN CITIZENSHIP TRAINING

BY Sh1 R. SriNi1vasa I7ENGAR, B.A. LT, Headmaster, Sarva Jana High School,
Peelamedu,

THE‘iniroduction of citizenship-training
in the secondary school curriculum is

* COmmendable and is in conformity with the

latest trend of educational thought. But the
approach runs through onme groove and
the many-sided nature of citizenship-train-
1ng has not been realised.

Citizenship-training has been equated with
Scout-training, but it really sigoifies much
More, I have conducted the experiment of
Scouting-for-All. The scouting ideal was
the ideal of the school ; the Scout Law was
the School Liaw; the Scout Flag was the
8chool Flag, the whole school taking the
flag-salutation. Pupils of the school wore
the uniform of the scout brotherhood, and
the scout investiture was solemnised at the
morning prayer assembly. The entire school
had enjoyed the mirth and cheer of the
Cﬂmp Fire, the spicy scouting stunts and
the noisy scout yells, such as, Jee-Himalaya,
Beema-Chicka-Boom. The freezing game
Was demonstrated by the whole school at
mid-noon in the presence of Rao Bahadur
A. T, Pannirselvam ; and corresponding to
the ‘uniform game', the “India” game was
devised to create emotional reactions to the
concept of Indiaa culture being the synthe-
8is of various cultures. Sir K. V. Reddi
Bppreciated this ‘patriotism game’ im-
Mensely and expatiated at length on the
Synthetic Indian culture. The Sixth Form,
One and all, completed the journeys pres-
cribed for first class scouts and the hikes
Prescribed for rovers. The class-organisation
Was modelled on the patrol-system, the
Pivot of scout training, Thus scouting was
exploited’ for imparting certain qualities of
Cltizenship, as it i3 claimed that it will.

The modern political world is so complex
that it bas been found essentisl to train men
88d women just as consciously and delibe-
Tately for their duties as citizens, as for
t.hell‘ _Vocation. Citigenship is pot merely

® 8pirit to be engendered, an aftitude of

mird to be induced’. Civic virtue is not only
a moral quality, but has an intelleclual side
also. The citizen should really think with
his brain, not with his blood, should know
something about men and about human
society, should be able to understand a.qd
think clearly in political and economic
matters, should cultivate the habit of weigh-
ing evidence and be able to see through the
crader forms of political propaganda and
view problems in a scientific spirit. The
fature citizen should understand that ‘their
minds are most truly their own when
employed on the community’s behalf’, and
that in a democratic state, one cannot,
without political knowledge, develop one’s
own personality to the fall. Hence citizen-
ship classes are necessary ior. provnd{ng the
driving force and the technical equipment
needed for functioning as citizens of demo-
cracy.

Even at the risk of being considered vain,
I wish to state that from the outset of my
long career as headmaster I had conceived
the function of education as preparation for
efficient dynamic citizeaship, and that cons-
tant planning was necessary for imparting
training for citizenship. Organising lectures
on citizenship is but the first step, As early
as in 1923, as headmaster of the Victoria
High School, Papanasam, I drafted a School
Seif-Government Act on the lines of thae
Government of India Act of 1919, which
elicited the warm approbation of the
management and the staff and the con-
currence of students, and was successfully
worked. The provisions of the Act and the
school moral code and health rules adopted
by the school legislature are set forth in the
issne of September 1945 of Teaching. The
Act, besides making the citizens of the
school state, comscious of the rights and
responsibilities of active citizenship in the
school state, enabled them also to under-
stand the then existing political constitution

of our country.
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MY EXPERIMENTS IN CITIZENSHIP TRAINING

Sir C. P. Ramaswami Aiyer, visiting my
Bchool last August, was good enough to say
of my work: “Mr. R. Brinivasa Iyengar
has been long known to e for the fresh-
Dess.of his ideas and his anxiety to serve
the best interests of his students in the
Scholastic, physical and moral spheres. He
has been responsible for the introduction
and implementing of many new ideals which
have subsequently been adopted in the
educational world.”

Reviewing my work of the past quarter
of a century in connection with citizenship-
training, it all appears to be a romance
to-day ; and my regret is that I could not
bave pursued all these school activities
Continuously all these years, but that some
of these activities were planned and pursued
for a period of two or three years, The
above activities are not mentioned in &
chronological order. The omission of citizen.
ship in the fifth and the sixth forms, with
Suggestion to work for proficiency badges is
serious. As Eva M. Hubback observes, in
the last two years of a secondary school, in
the 14th and the 15th years of a pupil,
dircct meshods of training for citizenship
sheuld be adopted. Again, we cannot
Systematise and regularise citizenship-train-
Ing. As A, Leslie Hutchinson remarks truly,
education is necessarily concerned with the
Whole man in a changing world, and it is
the changing world which is the province
of education for citizenship”, It is therefore
essential that the subject must be continued
In the last two years of secondary schools
Without syllabuses being imposed on it.
Schools must have freedom to organise
Citizenship classes, Constant, conscious,
Intelligent comprehension and appreciation
of the objectives of citizenship must play
full part.

The optimists of citizenship activities
.Bhould remember that the doctrine of
transfer” has been exploded so long ago as
18.90’. Facility acquired in the practice of

Im's game does not produce a general
Competence in the faculty of observation; a
f°°tl_mller who displays team.spirit in
Playing the game does not necessarily
exbibit that virtue as & member of the
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histrionic club. Lord Bryce observed,
*“Attainments in learning and science do
liftle to make men wise in politics,” Hence
it is not enough if attitudes alone are culti-
vated. Itis essential to recognise that in
addition to moral training through the
activities, the direct method of imparting
training for citizenship should be brought
into play. We have won independence.
Brtif democracy is to be a success, clear
thinking and intellectual integrity should
be inculcated in the young citizens, and it
is incumbent upon schoolmasters, especially
in the last two years of the school course,
to interest the pupils in the affairs of the
modern world, and to train them to build
up the quality of social judgment. This
principal function of citizenship training
should not be ignored. Unfortunately, the
word “‘citizenship’ does not occur any where
in the syllabus, A new orientation in the
organisation of citizenship-training is neces-
sary,

Hints for promoting thought are given
below analysing the basic virtues of citizen-
ship in democracy.

Basio Virrugs oF CITIZENSHIP IN

DeMocraoy.

Citizenship in democracy is based on
eight basic qualities. The training should
be individual in relation to the pupil and fo
the society, and should be progressive,
Pupils should be set a-thinking and trained
to practise the habits of thinking, feeling
and doing indicated.

1. Aestheties or Cleanliness. Clean body,
hands, face ; use and care of parts of the
body e.g., hair, eyes, ears, nose, lips, teeth
and clean habits in eating, drinking, clean
bowels, personal responsibility for washing
one's clothes, utensils, spreading and remov-
ing bed, bathing, preparing hot water,
taking oil-bath, avoidance of spitting, hawk-
ing, and proper use of the latrine ; care of
one's clothing, keeping of dhobie’s accounts.

In the home, care of books, furniture and
other property, everything in its place and
a place for everything. In the 8chool, desist
from scattering paper, orange or plantain-
peel. use of drinking tumblers, class W.P.B,
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peatness in person and work; communal
cleanliness, clean environment in the street,
town or village.

Place of art or aesthetics in citizenship.

II. Culture and Manners in Citizenship
Greeting at home, at school and in the
streets ; Japanese and Mahomedan greetings ;
manners in eating, drinking, courtesy and
clearness in speech, politeness in asking
questions and answering; quietness and
unobtrusiveness in bearing, patience in
walting, refipement and tact in use of
language, how to perform a simple servics,
e.., t0 CArry a message.

Behaviour in public places, officiousness.
quens formation, unselfishness, courteouns
behaviour to other commaunities, cheerful-
ness, contentment, evil of grumbling, faalt-
finding, self-consciousness, evil of conceit
aud shyness, modesty, self-respect. choice of
friends, literature and amusements--civiliz-
ed citizenship.

III. Love. Kindmess to parents, elders,
youngsters, teachers and to one another at
home, in school, street, and to companions
at play and work ; practice of love, personal
help to those in need, good turns: making
other people happy, Kindoess to living
creatures, animals, birds, insects, flies, worms
ete. Cultivate goodwill to people opposed in
views, habits etc. Liove yourself ; Jove all,
no self-torment ; cultivate personal charm;
happy mood, optimistic tewperament ;
passive feeling and active expression ; recog-
nise divinity in every living creature. Liove
God and love neighbour.

1V. T7ruth. Importance of frankoess,
confidence in parents and teachers. Keeping
of promises aud confidences; truth and
nothing but the truth. lmportance ot
exactness and avoidance of exaggeration;
avoidance of deception through manners
and gestures, avoidance of prevarication and
withholding of fact and truth. Avoid slander
and gossip 1o reporting 3 candour in action,

do not act & lie, eagerness for truth, and
living for truth.

Problezps; sensational headlines in news.
papers, misleading claims of quack doctors
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and medicines; elaims of communists 8
bring econmomic salvation to the world 5
morality in commerce ; articles supplied not
same as samples supplied ; instances of co8”
quests of science over ignorance and superstls
tion ; progress of Trath ; love of Truh, BO
religion higher than truth; God is Truth.

V. Justice. ldea of fairness of mine aufl
thine ; fairness to others, ungrudging att
tude, especially when success of others
noticed, spirit of chivalry—the aged the
loss fortunate, the weak, imbeciles, sta0
merers, dwarfs, prevention of cruelty 0
animals.

Avoidance of injustice to others e.gn 1D
the spread of infectious diseases by inocal®”
tion and vaccination,

Justice to all human beings irrespect!¥®
of sex, age, creed, social position,nation_a!‘q
or race, to the minority com:muniti€
weaker nations, civilian population in W8F7
time, international laws and courts
justice—fear of God and not of man.

Progressive development of the ides of
justice and of the humane spirit in ¢
world with advancing civilization.

VI Couraye. Required when alonéi
darkness, shadows, stcanga noises, 10 rela®
tion to creatures inspiring instinctive f68F
in childrep, rats, frogs, spiders, beetles}
harm of fear created by teachers 80
mothers ; cheerful endurance of little paio®
and discomforts—manhaess : uader dificd”
ties self-reliance, presence of mind; hoW ¥
avoid panic, avoidance of bravado. Mor
courage to confess faults, conrage of convi®
tions, to foliow good example and to re8*
bad example, to face risks, every o

heroism, heroic deeds done in servic®
man'

Spirit of adventure, L

VIL Efficiency. 1007, to be aim ; indi?"
dual efficiency, how acquired by 1ne
individual constantly pracusiag and S“Mn‘.
to form habits ; value of punctuality, prooft
Dness, Smartness, alertness, zeal, energ
immediate and hearty obedience to pareo™
teachers and elders ; value of order, m“bod‘
system, a place for everything and 6V
thing in its place, respect for sules

MY EXPERIMENTS IN CITIZENSHIP TRAINING

regulations, queue, orderly marching, silence
In prayer, silence in public buildings, safety
rules.

Temperance in eating, in work, sleep and
Pleasure conducive to efficiency, economy in
littie things—avoidance of extravagance
8nd  wastefulness, evils of debt, gambling,
drunkenness—balanced thinking, pride in
thorough work, use of leisure time, value
of hobbies, preseverance in self-improve-
Went—in work and play.

Training in organisational efficiency,
Ssociations, conduct of meetings, adoption
of democratic principles and procedure,
cultivatior of democratic teroperament,

Goal, efficiency in every

: ' sphere of
Dational life and activity.

259

VIII. Patriotism. Extension of love of home
and family to village and country, duty of
local patriotism, how to serve one’s village
or town, how each individual may serve his
country in Smaller or larger spheres by
exercising rights and duties of citizership.

Our heritage—synthesis of cultures and
civilisations, our national problems and ways
of solution.

Democratic citizenship~~our share in
making our governments, sacredness of
franchise, burden of running governments.
No talk but concrete work, sane patriotism,
goodwill to other countries—fonndation for

good, efficient. democratic, federal citizen-
ship.

CirizensEIR-TRAINING PrROGRAMME CONDUCIED IN SaRva JaNa Hicy Scmoor,
PernaMrpu, ror S.8.L.C. Pupins 18y 1932 & 1933,

I Session  II Session Sapre IIT Session IV Session V Session Night
Time (Camp
Fire)
8todam. 9to10sa.m. 2%03pm. 3to4pm. 430t 8-30 to
6 pm. 10 p.m,
I Day C&n}ping & The Indian Liocal 8elf Public Good-turn Preliminary
Hiking Problem Govt, Health I  Stroll pow-vow,
Rovering
Vigil
II Day Tracking Indian Village Pablic Conduct of Leadership
the voca-  Rural Panchayats Health II Scout games
tion Economics :
1 . .
II Day Camping  Cooperation Expts.in  Personal  Blum visit Personality
out in 1 rural wel- hygiene
present job fare work
1 .. '
v Day Youth Cooperation Civic Library Village Service
movements 11 adminis. movement  Visit and
tration propsganda
VDsy Govt.  Pinal Tak
machinery (Citizenship)
N.B.—1, i ili i
first-aig tests and Spare time (10 a.m. to 2 pm.) $o be utilised for passing tenderfoot and

answering questions set on Scouting for Boys and Rovering to Success,

. ¥all notes prepared and maintained in the camp log-book, for each session,



MEDIUM OF INSTRUCTION
By Dg. D. Jivanavakam, M.A, LT, Pr.D., Dean of Fducation, Travancore [Iniversith

THE medium of instraction in Indian
schools, colleges and universities is one
of the burning questions of the day. By a
strange confluence of circumstances, Iniia
has been taught for over a hundred years
through the foreign medium of English,
The motives of those who introduced the
English medium into Indian education,
have been challenged ; bat they will stand
the scrutiny of sane and unbiased minds,
Lord Macaulay, whose minute of 1835 fixed
the English medium for Indian Schools,
had certain laudable motives, though his
reflections on Indian language, literature,
manners and customs, may have given rise
to resentment in modern Indians. The

" Indian langnages were well developed and
had great literatures, but they bad fallen
ous of touch with modern developments in
social and political philosophy and scientific
ideas. As such, they were not fit vehicles
to convey to the Indian peoples the essen-
tials of a modern civilization, Saitable
text bocks were not available, and Macaulay
asks perdnently: “How then stands the
case? We have to educate a people who
cannot at present be educated by means of
their mother tongue.” If we believe his
avowals, it was not his intention to strangle
the mother-tongae by introducing the
English medium. The Wood despatch of
1854 said that English was not meant to
supplant the mother-tongue as the medinm
of instruction. Indeed, Macaalay's object
was to educate through the English langu-
age a select class of Indians who would
return to their villages and write text-books
and works in their mother-tongne and
spread their enlightenment among the
masses. The Epglish rulers of the time,
however, had also the object of training
men who would man the administration on
cheaper lines, and this object overshadowed
every other intention. British rule rapidly
spread over the sub-continent, and British
administration expanded its scope. English
was required for all Governmental purposes,
in courts and councils, in law and journalism,

Commerce and industry called for 8 larg?
number of Eaglish-educated youths. Englt
education spread rapidly. and the Eoghis
langnage obtained a firm grip on the sO {
life of the Indian. But the spread 0
English education carried with it the sé
of its own destruction. Macaulay fores®
and welcomed it. He confidently anticipd®
a time when the Indians educated in Eﬂg}"lt
ideas of frecdom would demand free institd
tions on the British mndel. The time f"fe:
seen by him has come. Indians have a.tmll;‘
ed independence. What is the positi0B
English now ? What is the position of §
mother-tongue ? How to provide for
national languags ? These are the questlmﬂ
to be answered.

There is one school of educational polit’
cians, who cannot forget the days of boP
age and who look upon English as the sigh
thereof. They will do away with Eogh®
forthwith in all stages of educating, Wit
stroke of the pen. There are others ¥
realise that the situation, which confront!
Macaulay, is still there in some O
elements, Such take stock of the gradﬂ
progress that the mother-tongues have I8
and wouald like to proceed more grﬂ.d!“‘llz'
All are agreed that the present positiod
not consistent with the statos of Indis 85 ’
free nation.

Bince English used to be the mediu® o
instruction in the secondary and the Uni¥
sity stage, it had to be started 1D
primary grades. No one who has §
knowledge of child development, will t0:
rate such & practice. After the first {8
months, when the child has obtained t
control of its limbs and when speech arr’V
the movements of the child gradually 8
expression in speech. Langunage is but®
expression of experience, and accotqmgbo
the experience, s0 will the expressioD 4
As the experience is in the environm®®
the expression should be in the mo:hﬂ:
tongue Which is conditioned by the sucrod!
ings. It was the wisest fool of Christenc®™

MEDIOM OF INSTRUCTION

Who made the experiment of shatting np an
Infant with no one but a deaf and dumb
person to look after it, in the hope of dis-
Covering the original tongue of mankind.
James‘ I thought that the child would speak
Hebrew. but the child turned out to be
dumb, With what assiduity does the child
learn all that it hears! How accarate is the
Coutext in which it uses expressions! How
attached to contexts is its meaning ! The
growth of the child’s language is therefore
condltlpned by its environment. And lan-
guagse is a means of the growth of persona=
lity, We may roughly divide our work
In life into two categories, work in which
we have to follow a model and act like
Other people, and work in which we have to
think and act for ourselves and of which
the value consists in our individuality. Bat
8uch individuality can only make itself
€vident and effective whether in the region
of thought or of plastic art, or of hand
Work, when some mastery of the medium
of expression has been attained. The child
egins the mastery of the mother-tongue
rom infancy. It is the medium in which
techpical mastery is first achieved. It is the
Wedium ia which individaality can fiest
8how jtself and be nursed to strength,
Thgrefore,, to introduce another language
Which does not express the child's environ-
Ment is to stifie the natural growth of the
child and to arrest individuality. It is now
8greed by all, that English should not be
lntroduced to the Indian school child before
15 eleventh year or even the thirteenth
Year, and basic educatiqn which is universal
education should be in the mother-tongue.
When we come to secondary education,
;nOSt authoritative opinion has been for the
ttlbstxtnuou of Koglish by the mother-
°Dgue._ The Sadler Commission recommend-
thetbe lqtroduct}on of the mother-tongue as
o Mmedium of instruction at the secondasy
n?ge.hThe Hesketh-Moos report of 1929
mustt at the general education of a boy
ol suffer by the use of the foreign
gt egss:dse‘ h'I‘h_e Abbott-Wood report of 1937
the B l't he imperative need of replacing
Vetnacglw medium in high schools by the
the ar» The Bargent Report said that
medium of instruction in all high
S
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schools should be the mother-tongue of the
pupils. But there is a difference between
the position of the mother-tongue in the
elementary school and its positior in the
secondary school. The secondary school
pupil has not marely to master his im-
meadiate environment, but also the remote
environment in time and space. For this
purpose, a language which has a wide
currency, will be necessary. The boy has
not only to become a useful member of the
family, community and state, but also of
the nation and the world. There are not
many Indian languages, which will serve
this purpose so well as Eoglish. Though
English has ceased to be the medium of
instruction, it has to be learnt as a language.
As it is, the utilitarian value of English has
not diminished. It is still the language of
the administration, of the courts and councils,
of journalism, commerce and indastry, of
posts and telegraphs and railways. There-
fore the civic vocational aim of secondary
education will still require a study of
Eoglish. Gradually, the local langnages will
supplant Eaglish in these spheres, no doubt,
In the sphere of inter-provincial intercourse
in which Engli:h stood supreme till now, it
is being gradually and successfully challeng-
ed by Hindi- In spite of its rapid spread,
English has always remained the languige
of the select few. For wider national
intercourse, an easier and a more popular
language will be needed, and Hindi appears
to be able to fill the bill,

The one support on which the position of
English in the secondary school was propped
op e, of preparing for university educa-
tion, is about to collapse ; since the nation
is demanding that the universities give
instruction through the medium of the
mother tongue. The conference called in
Delhi by Maulana Abdul Kalam Azad has
suggested that in 5 years the medium of
instruction in the universities be changed
to the mother tongue. Text books should
be written to meet the need and the intarval
should be considered only as preparation for
this consummation. The study of Eaglish
would then be relegated to English Dapart-
ments, where it will be studied for its
culture and for its position in international
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contacts and by those who wish to carry on
the stady of subjects in places where English
is the medium of instruction. This position
bas not been unprepared for. The post-
Macaulayan days, when English was studied
in colleges by all students as a set off and
corrective of the social shortcomings of
Indian life, gave place to times when it was
only partly compulsory for those who aspired
for a degree. The homours course in
subjects other than English required only
the English preliminary examinaticn. A later
advance divided the college course into
arts and science courses, and gave a B.A. to
the arts student with full English and a
B.Sc. to the science student with a small
smount of Epglish. The present aim to
give instruction 1n the mother tongue in the
colleges, will limit the study of English to
its instrumental aim™ To read and compre-
hend the larguage will be more important
than to read and write it. Just as the
English studeat has to study French for the
sake of reading French works in economics
and Germaon to study German works op
medicine and vhilosophy, so will the Indian
study English to pursue his study of subjects
into regions where English alone will serve
as the key to unlock intellectual treasures.
One has only partial regret at the dis-
appearance of English as a medinm of
instraction in the colleges. S0 confused has
been the aim of teaching English in the
schools and so low the standard attained,
that it is futile to talk to college students in
English and convey weighty ideas throngh
it. The change.over to vernacular in the
training course, has had bepeficial results,
Students show by their answers better
understanding of the ideas, Similarly, when
the language bogey is laid, we may be sure
that there will be greater concentration on
mweanings and true understanding. The
change in the environment also will make
for such meaningful comprehension, as we
teach by demonstration now-a-days and by
relerence to local examples, Therefore, there
1310 cause for despondency. There ma
not be greater examination sucoesses, but
truer altainment,
The change.over to the
all stages of instruction

mother-tongue in
bristles with diffi-
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culties, The reginnal organisation O';:;

guage teaching has met bilingual, trilin 1
and cosmopolitan areas, not to sp“,k o
minorities. It has fallen foul of natiof
and racial sentiments, as seen 13 08
Dravidian agitatinn against the propagst!
of Hindi. Scripts have given rise to di

culties, so much sn. that same have smﬁ’fn'

ed the adoptinn of the Roman script for
langnages. In translating works into
mother-tongne, questions of vocahu!s?y
have given rise to contentinn. Should it
badily adaptation of foreign words thron®
transliteration? Or coining of pew wOF
If the latter, should Sanskrit be the $0

quarry ? In the Osmania Univprsiw.(;ss‘

translation committee had tn cnin 64 "
new words with the result that the medi8®
of instruction in the University was & B®
language requiring a dictionary for !
understanding, If each linguistic ares "
its own university, how can students migt®
from one university to another? HoW ‘v‘
we to teach people whnse langnages b8
not yet been well develapad for those ¥ 2
nse them to be instructed through ‘heu:‘.
These and other questions confront '..'
educational politicians of independent ndt

"
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TAGORE—ARTIST: EDUCATOR AND PATRIOT.

By DiwaN Bagapur K. 8. RaMaswaui SasTRI, Madras.

lT is not my aim here to sum up Or

«valuate Rabindranath Tagores many-
sided and unparalleled literary work. I have
done so already in many works and essays.
But I wish to indicate here what he meant
to his age and his motherland and also
to all times and to the entire world and
wherein lay the originality agd uniqueness
of his genias.

Though he has great achievements to his
credit in all departments of literature, yet
his most noteworthy contribation to Bengal
in particular and to India in general in b8
age is that by the force of his genius, he
lifted the Bengali language—a provincial
dialect in East India—to the rank of inter-
national glory. The same service was done
by Subramania Bharati to Tamil. 8ome
other modern poets have rendered a similar
service, though in a smaller way, to other
modern Indian languages.

India has now won her freedom. When
her greatest sons and daughters litt her
modern languages to the seats of honour
amongst world languages, she will not only
be a free nation as of yore, but also be a
uation of light and leading among the great
nations of the world—nay, she will be the
fury and glory of the world.

The genius of Rabindranath was essen-
tially lyrical, and hence he was attuned to
his age, and his age was attuned to him.

. J. Palgrave says in his Preface to his
Golden Treasury (Second Beries): “A
decided ‘preference for lyrical poetry, to
Which in all ages the preplexed or over-
burdened heart has fled for reliel and
oonfession,—has shown itself for sixty
years or more; an impulse traceable in @
large measure to the increasingly subjective
temper of the age, and indeed aiready in
different phases foreshown by Shelley and

Y Wordsworth”, Thas the lyric is the
glory of our age and the supreme form of
Poetic self-expression, and Rabindranath
Was perfectly at home i it. W. B. Yeats

tated in his Tnotroduction to Tagore's
sG?tan;‘ali (which fetched the Nobe‘l‘%’;lze
for literature to Tagnre in 1913): ese
lyrics—which are in the original, m;ny
Indians tell me, full of subtlety of rhyt mi
of untranslatable delicacies of (:,olour, g
metrical invention—display in their thought
a'world I have dreamed of all my life long.
The wock of a supreme culture, they yet
appear as much the growth of the commgp
soil as the ,grass and the rughgs. A trahl-
tion, where poetry and religion are the

"same thing, has passed through the centu- -

ries, gathering from !earned and uplea{;neg
metaphors and emotion, and ca,rnedf a;
again to the multitude the thought of the
scholar and of the noble...A whole people,
a whole civilisation immeasurably strange
to us, seems to have been taken up 10to this
imagination.” Lhe entire gamut of Indian
mysticism has passed into and is heardhlp
Tagore's lyrical poetry. The finest cf his
lyries is Urvasi. Edward Thompson ‘s‘,at};s
in a lyric mood of admiration thg‘t it is "'the
star-twisted garland that he flings at the
feet pf Ideal Beauty, when he haf broken
into her presence.” | e
“F age thou hast been
From age (0 a8 world’s beloved,

Unsurpassed in loveliness, Urvasi!

Breaking their meditations sages lay at thy
feet the fruits of their penance.

i i 1ds
ten with thy glance, the }hree wor
Smitten grow restless with youth;

The blinded winds blow thins intozicating
fragrance around;
Like tbe black bee honey-drunken, the in-

fatuated poet wanders, with greedy
heart,

Lifting chants of wild jublication |

ile thou...thou goest, with jingling
While anklets and waving skirts,

Restless as lightning !”’

Rabindranath's lyric genius broke new
ground in his poems of patriotism, KHig
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patriotic lyrics are full of passionate emo-
tion and lyric ecstacy and have captured
the heart and imagination of India, One
of the very best of them (Jana Gana Mang

Adhinayaka) has now become the national
anthem,

Tagore excels also in other forms of
poetry, but the palm must be awarded to
his lyrics, It was through them that he
expressed himself most naturally and beauti.
fully and musically. He says: "Evar in
my life have I sought thee with my songs,
It was they who led me from door to door,
and with them have I felt abogt me, search-
ing and touching my world. It was my

* Bongs that taught me all the lessons I ever
learnt ; they showed me secret paths, they
brought before my sight many a star on
the horizon of my heart. They guided me
all the day long to the mysteries of the
country of pleasure and pain; aod at last,
to what palace gate have they brought me
in the evening at the end of my journay 2"
He says in Gutanjali: *1 touch by the edge
of the far-spreading wing of wy song L'ny
feet which I could never aspire to reach.”

Tagore broke new ground further by his
symbolic plays, which are not purely
allegorical like Prabodha-Chandrcdaya aud
use living characters with symbolic sugges.
tiveness and meaning. He turther took
many Puranic episodes and filled them in

his plays with a modern significance and
appeal.

Another new field in which he sowed a
new crop and reaped a rich harvest is the
field ot the short story. But he did not excel
much in the realm of the novel, His short
Stories are full of wmemoravle personalities,
incidents and situations desoribed with
pPsychnoiogical 1nsignt and in arresting style,
Lhey enter i0to tne hves of tne aVerage
Peasant life and snow the glow of ewmotion
18 to be tound 1n wnat seem to be dull, drab,
dingy places. L'he lyric temper of Rabiodra-

THE EDUCATIONAL REVIEW

b
nath’s genins breaks ous ever ﬂﬂdm?”‘
his short stories as well, and Bnhﬂ“"d‘ :
literary charm and sthetic effect. He! *
the Divine /1/a in human life 88 m“
radiances of Nature, and delighted 18 f
loving portrayal of both. .‘

Another direction in which we 880 U}
enjoy the originality of his genius oW
province of hterary criticism. B orﬂ"«'—
time, India was great in linguistics ﬁ’
matical, prosodic and expository cRUS.
but not in comparative, historical of e
tic criticism. In this respect, be ‘°°M§7
cue from the West, but he surpassed :
East and West in the creative besdd 5
his critical work. His iaterpretatios 4.
Valmiki, Kalidasa and Sbakespesre o
especially his “Message of the Forest ™
peeriess achievements, - g

Tagore led India and the world mw
other directions also. In India aod “;oh"*é
he guve a new lead by his Bolpur e ;
wherein he brought a spinit of l"y.d'g-i;i
service into ludian education and 18 (st
throb with home-born, natiopal c®
To the world at large, he gave "o-‘mﬁ'
vision by crying halt to ecoaomic expld %
tion, 1uperialistic dowination and j108%" -
nationaisn of the mailed first type. ollf:

Last bat not least, we must gtD“"wil
remember that the arge for Indian s
pendence was the greatest and wmost PO 2
ful urge in bim. Tnough he aid not, (Db
during the days of the agitation ag s ki
partiion of Bengal, play an active part ® .
poliician, yet he felt ope with M il
Gandhi 1o working for the victorious 8¢ s
ment of India's independeance. ‘H” Me
would have rejoiced exceediogly, if b8 ot
beea privilegea to be alive on 15:h AGE% L
1947, But be would have felt the b“?“«,

i
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such deliverance 1o the spirit world- e
US pray With him 1o the words the WO L
famous song o his Gitanjals ; b‘

*lato that beaven of treedom, my Fat &
let my country awake.” g
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PROBLEMS OF THE MODERN WOMAN
By Mas. A, Rasaram Nacarpa, B.A, L.T., Madras.

lT was the late philosopher-poet, Tagore,

who said. “Women are the passive
creations of beauty which should tame the
Wild elements into the delicacies of tender-
uess fit for the service of Life,

The whole world today is striving for a
Dew order, a fresh adjustment of ideals and
ideas, a reshaping of thought and cultur‘ed,
and even perhaps of tradition, a new wor
tobe built out of the debris of the old.
Buch a world presents—especially, to the

lodern Woman of today—several intricate
and complicated problems, with their
social, political, financial and moral aspects.

Although silence and shadow are the
life of Eastern womanhood.
Yet every historical period or crisis has;
Proved the indomitable spirit aod virtue of
Indian women, who leaving the shadows o
their unobtrusive life behind, came boldly
into the brosd light of activity and made
their personality. courage and conviction
felt—T'hese activities, whether c_ons@erec:
Social or political or even a combination 0
both aspects of life, create an almost imme-
diate and difficult problem for the modern
Woman -of to-day. For in those halcyon
days a woman's home was her Heaven,
Social activities as addressing public meet-
ings, attending grand functions or socm}
8atherings were unheard of. To the con

. 8eryative mind, whether'parents or. husband

88 the case may be, or community or
friends, these activities were absolutely
Tepulsive. There was no place for them at
all in Life. In short, they just did not exns}—‘-
rudgery at home, a blind faith in beliefs
80d habus, a slavish mentaliy, a duty to
Ome, community etc.,, was their wgtch-
Word, Kducation and culture were consxder-
social evils, nay, factors which deprived
Women of sheir chastity and modesty. To
em, the Modern Woman is a “Socla'!
utterfly” a “wall flower”, au *ornament
Who exists for the sake of fun and frolic.

It thus becomes the duty of every
¥omag to combat thess beliefs, this ancrow

i i that she has
on life, which means
;J:tlg;);(r with harsh criticisms, a.n_d x_neeat
with obstacles at every step—This 1s
Herculean labour indeed!!

There comes yet another prob}eﬁ _tg
to solve, t.¢., the domestic aspect Obl i n;a -
Perhaps, it is the most vital pro c; 1 0
all, for it concerns the daily roun}z}e 0 the'.
in fact our very existence 1tsel£—h r(:j?:;a :
very outsef, there are sevgral an e pto
Daily rations whieh m:?i a.a :éta;vrzzczs; ,yziot
life, are scarce, rationed | yen oot 8o

infringe on the subject of prices,.

:ﬁ)ubtlessg they have soared sky-h;gﬁ.
Balanced diets, delicxor.xsla;(li1 rsia(;:o&rzhx: pas;
interesting menus, are lu ies of the past
—Other commodites are either Ia 1

i easily obtainable. Alas
.i?é:?:lfﬁé ::oxrllgt:n of Z’oday to live, sgtt;;:g
aside the problem of living ecoupn:;;::t gt
To add to the problem of food, is hat of
shortage of clothing, and acqomoii_a i :m[
These are problems fto consndere ste:'h sl
methods have to be adopted to m :l eof
demands. For instance, the pro emtin
clothing may be eased per::sztilgg r:f:r bugt

n atching, renov n

;(l)arsn:vnhdz:n g; goor. compensation | Algax: tl!)le
problem of housing may be solve . Z
patural adjustment, or mmntmm;g athogd )
morale at home, very fa.r.-tetche met od
indeed and a weak solution to a weighty

problem !

Underlying the socf:ial.» pol:;:mlpn:t;i l(::::m:;
i ems of life 1s
:;Sang;?bllt is mnot the problem of to.dfl.yl
only, but bas been from time lmmgmon:
— However, to-day its necessity, and unp?; .
ance, have been felt more than ever before
——'l't’xe woman of to-day does not consldgr or
even speak of mopey in terms of wealt‘?’
but as an absolute and bare necessity, Life
with its increasing demands pressntshto
her a problem indeed! The old or etf l'?s
completely changed gu;d B new mode of lifa
with all its complexities comprises the new

world of to-day.
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We may consider in conciusion the moral
problem of the Modern Woman of to-day.
It is only natural, that a modern woman
with her social and cultural background,
her vast knowledge, her abilities, and great
opportunities which life affords ber, is
bound to meet with the temptations of life
—It is difficult for her to resist them, bat
she should always remember that she has a
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moral obligation to her home, and society
at large. Her success lies in exercising hef
will power to nvercome her weakn'eﬂ“’l
thus achieving character, and becowing 8
living monument of modesty and chastity~
This is indeed a task!

Let us not despair, for some day we shall
solve all the problems of life.

-REVIEW OF THE DRAFT SYLLABUS IN ENGLISH
FOR SECONDARY SCHOOLS —1}I*

By Sr1 S. SUBR \MANIa IYER, B.A, [..T. Retired Edueationist, Madras.

THERE are two kinds of correct usage in

English to which the pupil's attention
should be drawn, grammatical and idomatic.
“The King having refused to pardon Mon-
mouth, he was executed the next day”
This senteuce is an illustration of incorrect
grammatical nsage, The sentence is ambi-
guous, the person executed the next day not
being easily made out. It may be Mon-
mouth or the King. The sentence may also
serve as an example of wrong diction.
Another example of the same type is: *All
of us follow in Ais steps, who is our leader.”
Gramnmar requires the antecedent of the
relative, who,to be placed as near as possi-
ble and clearly expressed. Replace his by * of
him.’

In Forms V and VI the above examples
of incorrect usage and more like the follow.
ing must be taught. The teacher will collect
examples of wrong usages from the pupils’
written work., The following type of
construction is often met with in the
speeches and writings not only of stndents,
but also of well educated men : —"[hisis one
of the best plans that Aas been proposed.”
The relative, that, whose antecedent is plans
being piural, the verb must be plural;
replace. has by have. We say and write
correctly, ‘I intimated the faot to him, but

‘I informed him of the fact.” We i’?‘”":“
person with hope or inspire hope ""h'm"
but we tnfuse or instd spirit or hope into 8
person. For more examples of incuff

usage of grammar asod igiom, pupils 88
teachers are referred to a useful publich

tion by Taraporevala, 210, Hornby Ro#%,

Bombay, entitled Houw to Avoid Erroﬂ‘f
English., Each Eoghsh teacher i3 few!:‘
mended to provide himself with a copy
this very useful bock,

Punctuation: (1) The marks to be tsnght
in Form 11 may be the full stop, the quot”
tion marks, the marks of interrogations ¢
apostrophe and s, and the capital Jesters-
(2) In Form I1I, the comma may be
to the above list. #s in business letters ,‘h‘
colon and the dash are essential, these msy
also be added. (3) In Form IV, the pu
are to acquire a detailed knowledge of $%
comma. (4) In Forms V and VI, the seﬂ%
colon may be taught, and the Form
may revise fully all the wmarks of papctd®
tion learnt in lower forms. They may ®
be taught when the double quotation and ¢
single quotation marks and the hypben

used. (5) The uses of shall and will deno®’

ing fatarity may be taughs from Form !
In Form IV, the use of shall intarrogl“"i‘
may be taught and in Form V the puP®”

¥ The first articts on the subject appeared in our September 1943 issue.
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DRAFT SYLLABUS IN ENGLISH FOR SECONDARY SCHOOLS—II

may be taught the correct use of shall and
lin reported speech. The pupils of Form

V must be able to distinguish bstween

‘Bhall you go?' and '‘Will you go? As
regards Shall I goand Will I go, the use of
will in the first person in interrogations is
absurd, as the speaker cannot know his
own will from another. The well known
€xample of the use of sha/l and wdl—'1 will
@ drowned and nobody shall save me'—

may be explained. The pupils of Forms V

- 8nd VI must be able to distinguish between

‘What shall you do if you fail in your
8ttempt # and *‘What will you do if you fail
D your attempt ?’

Prepositions: The teaching of these
may be commenced in Form IlI. The
Pupils of Form III must be able to
83y ‘In Madras’ and ‘At Saidapet’, ‘In
London’ and ‘At Liverpool." The correct
Use of prepositions may be taught to pupils
of Form IV with the help of examupl-s like
the following. “The boy was at home.
T‘he boy sat by his father. The boy sat with
his brother to dinner. The b,y was made
to stand on a bench. 1he boy rode in his
father's car. The boy ran up the ladder.

e soon came duwn the ladder.” The
adverbial uses of certain prepositions should
be taught in Forms' V and VI by means of
€xamples like the following:—*The master
18in the room. (prep.) The master is in.
(adv) The boat is moving down the stream.
(prep.) He has climbed doun (adv). The
Ouse is three miles off the school (prep.)s

he accused was let off (adv.)

Preparation uf Text books for class use:
Or three years on end from Form II,
th‘? pupils must be familiarised with collo-
Qialisssin ordinary use in speech and
Writing, This may graduslly leat up ta
literary Eoglish in Forms V and V1. For
e8e forms, however, such books as are
Written in colloquial and idiomatic Knglish
Ust be selected for non-detailed study.
[ late, the books prescribed for non-detail-
: Study in Form VI have not been quite
i“"“&ctpry- The books are neither interest-
N reading nor written up to the level of
Btag L OPHs’ knowledge and requirements.
dadard works in English literature may
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be adapted by professors and teachers for
the purpose. For instance I may safely
suggest the name of Professor SWs.smina.tha.n
of the Presidency College, who 1s an emi-
nent scholar and has been in intimate
contact with High School English work for
some time. The services of KEuropean
Professors of Colleges may alsn be requisi-
tioned for the purpose, provided they have
had experience and intimate knowledge of
high school English work, 1 have glanced
tbrough some of the hooks prescribed for
ron-detailed study in Form VI, and have
found most of them in indifferent style,
neither colloguial nor literary. Some definite
principles must guide writers of such books
and the Prescription Committee must see
that they have been closely ubserved. The
diction of the standard works must be
maintained as far as possible, so as to suit
the level of the pupils’ understanding.

The writing of books must be entrusted
to teachers in high schools of recognised
ability and reputation, and they may be
required to meet and discuss topics suited to
each class and the principles on which they

BIIB GELCVLPLRHEEY LEUIEPUB UY 55_63\6

FOR SALE

One latest model Underwood
typewriter Machine F’cape Size
Price Rs. 650/-

Apply to :—
P. N. GHOSE.
Typewriter dealer & Repairer
132, M. S. Paul Chowdhury Lane.

North-Bantra. HOWRAH.
Dsst :—HOWRAH, INDIA.

000900096660 6000: GEHVGHSOCOVVEN0




288

shounld be based. The vcecabulary recom-
mended for the use of pupils in lower forms
shculd be kept in view. The publication of
such books must be entrusted to private
publishing firms of established reputation,
such as the European firms, the Educational
Publishing Company, the National Publish-
ing Compaay, the Indian Puablishing House
ete. The above numed firms and a few
others have established their reputation for
bringing out books of quality.

Under ‘Pupil Reading for Form III, the
pupils are required to provide themselyves
with ten books each. Ten books are a tall
order, and pupils may use six books of
50 pages each at the rate of two books each
quarter. The books should be prepared on
the basis of the vocabulary of the pupils’
Reader. Of course pupils must be tested
as to their speed in reading aod comprehen-
sion. It must, however, be noted that any
alteration in the diction of standard works
on the basis of the vocabulary of the class
Readers must inevitably lead to consider-
able deterioration in style. 'L'he standard
works will lose their literary force and
character,
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MainTainING DISGIPLINE AND SEGURING
ATTENTION IN TBE Crass RoouM! py
8ar K. Naravanan, M.A, L.T,, S.T.C.
(Bomsay) M.Ep. (Drnawkse, UB.A),
Heav MasTer, MusLiM Hiem ScmoOL,
imgmm (RaMNAD DisTeICT) Priog
8. O,

This is the first of a series of pamphlets
proposed to be brought out by the Ramnad
District Head Masters’ Association. Sri
K. Narayanan is fresh and uptodate in his
views on the maintenance of discipline in
the class room and covers a fairly a wide
ground. He makes it very clear that the
personality of the teacher lies at the root of
the‘ problem. If discipline is %o be
maintained in educational institutions, we
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Most publishers of English books, l¢
school use bave a notion that bonks Wﬂu;f
by an educated European. say, a Professof
Knglish at a College, are bound to be bet:
and more popular than those by "‘
educated Indians. The notion is ill.conce¥r.
and ill.-founded. Kurnpean professors m8Y = |
trusted to use E-glish conhquialiﬂDsmh‘
correctly than their Indian o)nferes. T
glamour of a European name on the o
page of a baok leads tha public to prest™
the excellence of a book. This is the
of almost all publishers, and many an [0d'%¢
author will bear testimony to this state®

In this connection I feel I should B
refrain from mentioning the names of t#?
headmasters who have a profound kn(":l
ledge and experience of high school wb“L
aad who will prove a distinctly valu'o‘
acquisition to the Syllabus C.r)mmitte"f u
Epglish in Secondary Schools. They .‘;
gl‘.’sirs. Vedanta Desikan of the Re®i:

rishna  8chool, Thvazaroyanagil o
Hanumantha Rao Gupfa o); C. C. Hl-"'
School, Perambur. I have discussed "*
them the English draft syllabns and they
bave been kind encugh to give me V&
useful suggestions.

\

require primarily teachers of personﬁ‘“’

and character, . :

Every teacher will find snmetbing u"em

and stimulatiog in this thoughtful and WO

written pawphlet.

CrosswoRrD ToP PRrizes anp How BB
WiN THEM. By 8ux1 M.V S NIvas,
ViLas, 80UuTH Exp Roap, M aLLs8W 353
BanNGaLORE Pagss 20, Paicg K8+
Postaar Ry. 8.

st ®

Using the mathematics of permutstioe

and combipations 8ri. M. V 5 Nivas ot

sought to give some valuable hints t0 th :

who are interested in solviog cross ¥

competitions. Every one knows that the'S

competitions are cunningly devised
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tlues, each pointing to two or more alter-
Dative words, 8ri M,V.S. Nivas has worked
Ot the minimum numbers of solations
Tequired for specific numbers of alternatives
82d hes explained how best to group
Dgeniously the required mumber of combi-
Dations, The pamphlet contains a number
of tables for this purpose. The work will
e found very useful by cross word “fans.”’

8ER anp Hear: How SIiGET AND SOUND
CAN AID EpucaTion IN INDIA. AMA Litp.s
Canapa Buipines, HorNsY ROAD,
BowBay, Paces 24.

In this instructive pamphlet stress is laid
OB visual aids to education. It is pointed
Out that there is a language common to all
‘0dia inteiligible to adults and children,
lterates and illiterates alike—the language
Ol'pictures. This is a universal language
80d can help vitally in educating the people
Of India, overcoming the almost insuperable
fficulties presented by the appalling
8Mount of illiteracy and the absence of a
‘ommon Janguage, Suggestions are given for
sile use of filmstrip projectors, sixteen mm.

€at and sound projectors, epidiascopes,
8ramaphone Jectures, radio sets etc.

coTh-e pamphlet is fully illustrated and
l‘buta.lms a lot of interesting information

out the history of the education and the
Progress of civilization. School teachers
iw 0 8re eager to use the latest techniques
9 teaching, cannot afford to neglect this
Pamphet

Asiy THINK AGAIN—STATE OF ISRAEL
BCONsIDERED —BY MicHAEL Fuss—
UBLISHED BY THR AUTHOR—ROSHAN
AHsL, 3RD Pasra LaNrk, MIDDLE
CoLspa, Boupay. Pe, 32—(1948).

%
retu‘yhen Messiab will come, the Jews will
ar B to Palestine on a bridge of paper”—
% thauthqr 8dds one small brick of a book
e!ti:tdbndge' which, he thinks, has been
ituse fior & bridge of literature., When
Jows tﬂn hls.Romans saw dispersed the
fom their home to Rome and the

' .‘I-“ ) P ]
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west it was not merely the political
and religions gulf between Jndaism and
Hellenism that contributed to Jewish per-
secution and suffering, but also the fundsa-
mental incompatibility between the Asiatic
and the European operated powerfully. It
was the European anti Semitism because
the only Asians who have been knocking at
the gates of Burope through the ages have
been Semites. Asia has continued to be the
spiritual home of the Jaw wherever he may
have been living,. Mr. Fuss holds that the
Jews and Zionists are one; only the Zio-
nists, earlier than other Jews have striven
to return to and rebuild their old home.
He holds that the Asiatic prejudice and
suspicion of Imperialistic Britain whose
proteges the Jews were held to be, is one of
the main reasons why the Jews in Palestine
are now cold-shouldered by mnst Asiatic
states. He charges Britain with not even
having discharged her slementary duty of
maintaining law and order in her mandate
of Palestine and with hindering the build-
ing of the Jewish home in many subtle
ways. And now in the U.NO. Britainis
on the side of the Arabs.

The process of the restoration of Palestine
is pictured here as having been a continusus
one. It is pleaded that Palestine was never
a separate state at all, but always an appea-
dage of Syria from Romsn days. It was
pever an Arab state at all. The right of
conquest claimed by the Arabs has failed in
the present struggle ; while tha Arab rulers
have no love for the Mufti’s 8tate The
Jews alone have developed the land, and
they alone can find both s refuge and a
home in Palestina. They can also claim
that they have evolved a new way of life,
distinct from both capitalism and commu-
pism, and a new social order, which is
called 'a family system.” Their work has
benefited the Arabs also, as well as the
entire Middle East. On all these grounds,
the solid support of all Asians for the Jewish
State is demanded, so that peace is realised
between Israel and the Arab states,
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ROFESSOR Benoy Sarkar, M.A., Ph.D,,
has a plan for the remaking of higher
studies in Economic, Com-

I. Re-organi- merce, Politics and Socio

sation of logy for the Dominion of
University India. His plans are as
Studies. follows: Measures are to

be adopted by every Univer-
rsity such 8s may enable at least one
teacher of ecopomics to be equipped
with a general knowledge c¢f goods as
well as engineering, productional and
technological subjects; measures to be
sdopted by every University such as may
enable at least one teacher of Economies to
be equipped with the latest economic theories
as well as methods of economic analysis
Statistics to be rendered compulsory for
every M.A. student of Economics and
Commerce ; Btatistics to be rendered an
integral part in ILA. for the Civics papers
by the incorporation of a definite number
of pages dealing with some of the most
important figures available in Census
Reports and other Government Pablica-
tions ; Btatistics to be likewise rendered an
integral part in B,A, for the Ecopomics
papers by the prescription of a text-book on
elementary (and somewhat non-mathemati-
cal) statistics; insurance (life and general)
to be rendered compulsory for every student
of commerce in M.A.; transportation (in-
land, maritime, and aerial) to be rendered
compulsory for every student of commerce
in M A.: measures to be adopted by every
Upiversity for enabling the teachers of
political science to be equipped with g
general knowledge of races and tribes,
mental traits, group morality, caste patterns,
88 well as economic development, and
industrial relations : measures to be adopted
for providing every University with 5
teacher of diplomacy, international relations
and consular service ; measures to be adopt.
ed for providing every University with a
teacher of municipal administration and
constitutional law ; measures to be adopted
for rendering sociology an independent

branch of instruction and resesroh st ‘m
University and placing it on the sam® *
with economics and political ¢ v
measures to be adopted for equippiBé 4
existing arrangements for the tesch! oo
sociology with persons strong 19 g
different dicciplices, e.y., anthrop?
pyschology. sccial work, and conte@P
sociologiral theories: the science ol P )
tion (with puoblic health and eﬂgef".:
be rendered popular in all Upiversit!
being admitted as an optional subject ! "y
department of sociclogy, eco@@%m
political science ; the science of onmlw
including penology to be rendered P ¥
in all Universities by being sdm‘““w&
optional subject in the departmen!.of Y
logy or political science 3 Jourl}ﬂl‘sn.’ tp
admitted as an optional subject ,':my;
department of political science or s0& i00®
social work to be recognised as 80 op!
subject of the same level as other OP;!tiJ
subjeots in the department of P°:m
science or sociology ; for post-M.A. ’mwy
at every University a two-year cours® g
institated for doctorate, and arrang®
of the seminar pattera be made for 6
and systematic teaching as well 88 i
in research under competent inst
every seminar in every University plis?
provided with financial facilities for Pn‘in[;
ing a quarterly journal furnished‘:chi‘
with papers contributed by tbe '€ po‘g-
ex“'

staff : 10dustrial concerns, banks,
import houses, chambers of com“‘wﬁ-
insurance companies, railways, port ';:,d‘
ties and 8o forth to be requested 1O tl;
batches of University studeats to V"‘t”‘d
offices, laboratories and workshops
proper guidance ; the departments of P
administration (central, locel and B8 &
to be requested to permit batches o | B
sity students to get acquainted wit o
practical workiog of the goversy
machinery under pro ) .
ability to utilise boogs p:!:d igoum‘u |
of the following European 18087 .,
French, German, Italian, Russis?

Al
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Spl.nish to be regularly annonnced as a
desired qualification for prospective teachers
of economics, commerce, political science
8nd sociology ; for prospective teachers of
Ioternationsl law, diplomacys consular ser-
Vice and contemporary history the ability to
utilize books and journals in one of the
following Asian languages, Arabic, Persian,
Tibetan, Chinese, Burmese, Siamese, Mala-
Yan, Juvanese, Indo-Chinese, and Japanese,
In addition to one of the European languages
mentioned above, to be regularly announced
88 a desired qualification ; several institutes
of modeérn languages (Asian and European
83 well as Indian) to be organized under the
auspices of Indian Universities for the
benefit of students, teachers, administrators,
consular and diplomatic officials, journa-
lists and businessmen.

Every University and Big College can
strive towards realising a portion of this
ideal within the measure of its own re-
sources,

We are glad that the following remarks
of The Imdian Journal of Education have
struck the right note with

II. Indian reference to the urgent and
Students  serious impending problem
abroad. of re-examining the merits

of sending Indian students
abr.oad in large pumbers, now that the
bation has achieved independence:

“At one time Indian students went to
Western countries and specially to Britain
quite as much for political reasons as for
the better training that was available there
8nd for which thers was po provision in
the country. British degrees in those days
Carried political prestige and as such were
valuab!e. But now things have changed.
ere is no reason why we should continue
:tidbefore to send large contingents of
s“ ents abroad, Of course the need for
ending some scholars will always remain ;
tl‘:; they should be carefully chosen and
gnise should be arrangements for proper
tak 8oce at every step. Every one who
o 8 nto his head to go abroad and bas

Oney to spend, should not be aliowed to
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do so. Liast year, when we were in Eagland,
we came across students who went there to
study at the English Bar and that after the
15th August. We also met some young
students who could not be placed in the
right type of educational institutions for
some reason or other. Some of them had
even gone there without proper notice to
the authorities coocerned. We heard
instances where students had to be sent to
inferior institutions for want of seats in the
better ones. How can we overlook the
wastage of national resources of both men
and money which this involves? We can
send students abroad onmly to acquire the
best that is available there, and we should
send only those who can take the fullest
advantage of the opportunities over there.
It is generally wasteful to send students for
undergraduate studies, and we should send
our men and women for post-graduate work
only. Generally speaking, only research-
workers and experts with experience of
Indian conditions and problems, people who
have mature minds with discriminating
receptivity and sensitivity should go abroad
so that we may profit fally by their
experiences.”

On October 25th last, Sir M, Visweswar-
ayya delivered a somewhat unusaal Convoca-
tion address at Mysore, It

111 Myspre is customary on such occa-
Convocation sions to exhort the new
Address. graduates to lead a life of

service. 8ir M. Visveswar.
ayys not only did this, but also gave a lucid
analysis of the problems facing India and
the way in which they should be solved.

The crux of the matter, as he pointed it
out, is the poverty, the low standard
of living and the illiteracy of our people.
“There is a reservoir,” he said, “of brain
power in the country which can be equipped
with knowledge, and a reservoir of hand
power which can be equipped with skill,
For lack of plan, policy and determination
such policy and praoctices are not being
porsued.”

He warned the country that there was
no substitute for hard work. His advice
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was particularly timely at a moment when
in the wake of freedom there is a tendency
to clamour for less work and more pay.
.Su- M Visweswarayya suggested the follow-
ing four rules of behavicur for the Indian
citizen: “ (1) The citizen’s working hours
are short in the aggregate: they should be
Increased. His womkiog bours are too
irregular : they should be made regular.
(2) He should strive to promote unity,
harmony and cocperation in every walk of
hfe. (3) He should learn to practise dili-
gence, discipline and precision. Loyalty,
honesty and unselfishess help a man to

success. {4) In daily life he should sho'
courtesy and service to followmen.”

He commended the American vie¥,
point, “those who won't work shan't est
He slso pointed out that man had oot beed
sent 10 & finiched world tc enjoy but int0
an unfinished world to complete 1t. From his
rich and varied experience of a long life of
nearly ninety years, he dcclared that8?
active life helped to keep cne fit.

The Convocation address was thus 8 ples
for hard and sustained work to make the
country strong. rich and prosperous.
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CLASS ROOM DISCIPLINE

Se1 A, R, HANUMANTHACHAR, Tyamagondlu

HE value of discipline is always realised
in its absence. This is fundamentally
troe of 4 class room. where the teacher's
work is snlely deperndent upon the discipline
Maintained by the students, who, by reason
of their bLoyish nature, are bent upon creat-
ing confusion and chaos just enough to
checkmate the pregress of the lesson. If
the delivery of the ‘lesson is to be impres-
sive, ‘the classroom discipline’ is a vital
Decessity,

What is then, the ‘classroom discipline’?
Isit akin to what is commonly termed
‘military discipline’ P Or, is it entirely
diff-rent from it?  Fducationists who have
Scores of vears of service and experience to
their credit have miserably failed to give
Bn apt cefinition to the term ‘classroom
discipline' ; and even if they have attempted
to givs cpe, it is often incomplete, if not
Wrong, .

An elderly friend of mine, who has lived
the Jife of a teacher for over ten yesrs,
declares himself as a ‘stern disciplinarian’
and expects my hearty copgratulations
Whenev.r he discourses upon that aspect
of his work. He mentions the prevalence
f ‘pin drop cilence’ in his classes and
describes tre different ways iD which
he “tortures’ his stud-nts, if any one
of them endeavours to bresk the
f::“c*;' AH'S own stu-fents have often given
occag astly accounts of_ his condust on
Iefe:eons W~hen be lost his teruper, Special
list otnfg is made by these students to the

e uncowmon terms that he has
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collected to give expression to his anger,
It is this teacher-friend of mine that has
set me to make 8 search for a real definition
of the term ‘class room discipline.’

Can 'pin-drop silence’ be interpreted as
‘discipline’# This is rather a difficult ques-
tion to answer. A noisy class is no doubt
an ill-disciplined class but this need not
drive us to the hasty conclusion thata

" silent class is always a well-disciplined class.

Students maintain ‘pin drop silence’ for
mcre than one reason. Some teachers, by
beirg victims of impatience, become a source
of terror to boys and indirectly force the
young students to maintain ‘dead silence’
in the classroom, thus enforcing a strict
control even over the process of their
respiration.  In such a class as this, 1 am
apt to believe, the students concentrate
their attention more upon their own
conduct than upon the act of receiving the
lesson, so much so, the teacher’s talk for the
whole period goes without serving its pur-
pose (in an atmosphere of fear and
suspicion),

There is another type of ‘discipline’ main-
taiped by a different class of teacherd.
These teachers are impatient, not of a noisy
class, but of the ‘arrogant’ boys who put to
themn guestions over and over again. They
curb the enthusiasm of such boys by subjsct-
ing them to utter humiliation before their
friends. They want no boy to question
them, and they are fond of boys who readily
record in their books whatever the tongues
of their teachers ring out to them, If this
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is to be called ‘discipline,' I am afraid it is
mecre destructive than an ‘atom-bemb’, as it
shakes the very foundation of the mental
make up of the boys.

The_re are some conservative teachers
(even in these days) who attempt to over-
rule the democratic spirit of the studept
pepulaticn. Such teachers attach the highest
significance to the time old dictum, “otedi-
ence is the bond of rule”” They want
nothing but implicit obedience on the part
of their students. This rigid control exer-
cised over the boys no doubs keeps the class
in order. The boys stand up ard sit dow‘n
as often as the teachers order, work out
correctly or incorrectly all the problems
thrown at them, write down for any length
of time and fix up their physical eyes on
the ‘masters of the class’. In spite of all this
mechanical obedience, I am obliged to
call this a ‘Jail Discipline’ and pever ‘a
classrocom discipline.’

Fipally come the funny specimens of
teachers to whom the term ‘discipline’ owes
8 pegative sense rather than positive. Their
Interpretation of discipline is the existence
of unimpressive faces in the classroom
They dishike smiling faces, curious eyes.
active shculders and talkative tongues‘
Buch teachers never seem to possess an).~
sense of humour, and they succeed ounly in
creating a dry atmosphere which encourages

the boys to watch the activiti i
vities of
watches. their

I do npot take into consideration the
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remaining types of ‘disciplinarians’ wh!
interpret the term in a thousand other WP
Buffice it to say that true discip“n'd";;
pot consist in 'pin drcp silence’, ‘sbeen® "
guestioning’, “implicit cbedience’ of the.
absence of humour." It consists in S9B%
thing higher and ncbler than anyone &
these. A true ‘classrocm discipline’ CO“"’SV‘
in the prevaletce cf an atmospheré -
mutnel confidence acd lcve between tbe
teacher and the taught. Such an atmospb®
is pos:ible cnly, when the teacher bas %G
the confidence and love cf his pupils bY
balanced talk, punctual attendance, 8d€qo%
preparation and a ccnciliatory attitude.
such an atmcsphere as this, there will b‘~,
neither ‘the pin drep cileree’ ‘gorf b
implicit obedience’, Students er.jov 3 he""hyf
freedom and put ary nuu.ber of sens!
guestions to their teacher with the 80
object of enriching their krowlcdge. b
teacher tco accepts the questions wit Jovs
and eagerness arnd the whole class 1ooks hk
8 compact family merged in a lively ¥
Buch an atmosphere can crly te comP

to the atmcsphere which prevails io
place, where haif a dczen inguisitive childr®®
are sitting round their loving mot
listening to an lutercsting  story. eni¥)
the maximum freedom to put any pot
of questionsat every ctep te ehcit from
the plot of the story in it: ciearcst 89
impressive form. ool
. The classroom is as holy as a ;emp“'o“
it should be as hon.ely as the I8P.
mother to a new-born babe,

. EDUCATION IN FREE INDLA

By 8Rr1 V., SaANKaARA AYYAR,

& (‘OOD morning, brother,” was \he

ususl way of greeting in the gl \

g has changeq,
that this is one

the termg graduates who come out of tb®

days. Butthiskind of greetin
now that the people realise
own country. Now we

“Namasthe"” or “Jai Hing® instead

N. M. Board High School. T
. » Tiruppathur,
Ramnad District (via Koraikkud; 8. 1) e

Each aod every parent wants b-‘_,soﬂ
e educated so that Lo can ewtn B
by becommgs clerk or un ofbeef '
department. We all kooWw that

every year, find that they are g9it® "
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:]0 enter any profession and get an indepen-
ent means of livelihood. The more the
Pupils take to literary education, the less

they become fit for home occupations and
Manual lgbour.

The world is changing, and many new
methods overtake the old ones, Our country
:_Vaﬂts a thorough overhauling of the educa-
0pal system, which our present govern-
Ment is endeavouring to bring about,

“The schoolmaster must be the centre
from where noble ideas and ideals radiate
Ino villages " says our Kducation Minister,

r. T, 8. Avinashilingam Chettiar. The
first and the foremost task of the school-
Masters is to instil in the new generation a
IOYe for one’s own country. The glory and
Pride of our country’s history would sarely
Create celf-confidence in the young and
8velop their personality. The teacher should
Observe the peculiar interests and inclina-
tions of the pupils and see how these can
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be caltivated and ultimately used for broader
national purposes. So the aim should be the
betterment of humanity. Mahatmaji em-
phasises that there should be one teacher for
each class and not one teacher for each
subject for the first seven years at least
ie, up toand including- the 11T Form.
Sci Biswanath Doss, former Premier of
Orissa, says, “The ideal of education is to
bring out the best in man and to create &
love for God and for man.” Educational
psychology emphasisas that children differ
from one another in tastes and mental
capacities. So, it is the duty of the teacher
to find out and adjust their teaching
work if they mean anything useful to the
scholars. This is possible only if the pupils
are under the same teacher for longer
periods. Every great educationist, nowadays
insists that education must be more and

more child-centered ‘and less and less
subject-centered.
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“By education I mean, drawing out of
the best in child and man. Literacy in itsclf
is no education”. says Mahatmiji. So a
teacher who teaches a shorter perind of
time can hardly know the individual needs
of his pupils.  The responsibility becomes
divided, which very much hindirs the
progress of the pupils. This should not be

at least for the first seven years of educa-
tion.

Elementary education should stop with
the fifth class. The sixth, seventh and
eighth classes shonld once for all be abolish.
ed as they do more harm than good to the
pupils. 11l equipped, i1l staffed, higher grade
elementary schools should not be the feeders
of secondary schools. When the pupils
leave the fifth class of an elementary school,
they should have a fair knowledge of their

mother-tongue and practical knowledge in
arithmetic,

The three years' middle school course
should

(i) provide for ordinary working know-
ledge in the regional and some other lan-
guage ;

(i) cultivate a love of reading (library
work) 3

(iii) create a love of poetry and music
(prayers) 3

(iv) instil & knowledge of and a desire
for taking part in normal citizenship
(leaders and members of classes and com-
mwittees in the school):

(v) provide for the proper caring of the
body and msintenance of the habits (physical
training and citizenship training.) ;

{vi) prepare the individual for the life
that he is shortly to enter upon (vocational

training, mathematics and science, news-
papers and magazines) ;

(vii) make the individual a worthy mem.
ber (moral and religious instruction); and

(viii) give a comparative study of the
past and the present of our country and
that of others (social studies).

. The first plank of the educational system
is & beslthy body. Then comes the healthy
wind e, the development of character and
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finally comes the legitimate classrnoom works .

Ia my humble opinion the best and chea(’°§t

. a,
exercise for the development of the body ¥

the suryanamaskar which 13 otherwisé
called danfals, Eich ;(:h')ulnm‘*tvt: shouol
compel his pupils to take sine 29 t0 s
suryanamaskar exercises according to bis

capacity before the regular school work.

begins in the foreno-n.

Selections from all religions, the itibaﬂ":
puranas, the Upanishads the Aoran, ”l"’
Bible etc, shouid be taken and boO®
published for several standards. "l‘bxs Sﬂh‘
ject will serve to draw the attention Qf,‘n’
pupils to the essential unity of the religi®
aud thus make them uaderstand the uaity
of all the retigions. The ideal of umve s
brotherhood is expounded vy the prophe
and saints of different religions '?b”
command us to pray for our own happme"
and bliss as well as for the well being 9
the entire animal kingiown.

Immed:iately, the department of edacation
should come forward and appoint &Speaho
committee consisting of eminent mes ¥
know child psychology well to rewrite ‘hﬂ
text books of all the classes for all t
subjects. Books should be written in 529
a style and manner as to bring out tt
greatness of our culture, past and prese: »
and to show comparatively with Ot
countries that culturally we are superior
Only when sucb text books are writteod
use, the schools can do their prop ol
regular work to the best satisfaction of ath
It 18 the duty of the Government tot -
the responsibility of publishing all the t€%
books required for the stateon a co-operat!
basis.

If our nation has to take a right st
towards-its progress, each and every
should be interested in the politics O odt
nation. The people must know, with
exception, who their leaders are an_d
they lead them. As many adults I8 “g
country are still illiterate, it is the d“"d
the Government to see that each and 6V o
adult male pr female is made ll‘ﬁf‘l‘J
least within a period of five years. 8:“
the teachers should compuisorily be W&
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to do this social work at least for one hoar
€veryday in the night between 7 30 and 9
at his convenience. The Government should
Weet the full net cost of this kind of adult
education, Fducating the public 15 a source
of vast expenditure. Yot this must be
Oroe by the Government on account of its
Value and necessity, Here, the first half
80 hour should be devoted to magic lantern
lecmres, songs, current news, dialogues,
dr}imas etc, The second balf should be
Utilised for the regular teaching of the
three R’s, Reading, ‘Riting aad ‘Rithmetic.

We are Indians, and so we will have to
Maintain the Indian mode, ideal, and out-
look of life and try to meet and master the
Modern world. So each pupil must be made
to help others and receive help from others.
All human problems can be solved only by
iendship, social feeling and co operation.
8o, all the good habits must be cultivated
from childhood. 'T'he joy that comes out
0f devotion to dnty, service to human beings,

p—

enthusiasm for s good cause, is the fruit
of real culture, So, real culture cleans one's
mind of all its bad habits, selfishness, greed
and fear, and clothes it with humanism aqd
gives birth to real joy. Bo, practice in
gardening, carpentry, fretwork, carving,
drawing, painting, cooking, vocal and instru-
mental music, basket and matmaking, rattan-
work, tailoring, knitting, and spioning, clay
and cement modelling etey, are some of the
activities that can make the pupils happy
and strong.

In this connection it may not be out of
place if I mention a few of my own
personal experiences for the past 35 years of
life. I learnt cooking in my boyhood, and
so I take pleasure to help others in cooking
even in big functions when occasion arises,
I have improved myself in carpentry.
smithy, and masonry when I had opporta-
nity to get myself trained at Rajapalayam,
1 have now my own tools with me to make
my own furniture, cement blocks etc, I have
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increased my vocabulary in langunages like
English, Tamil, Telugu, Sanskrit, Mala-
yslam, and Hindi, 1 spend my leisure
hours in studying the religious, astrological,
astropomical and medicinal books. I have
a working knowledge of type.writing, book-
keeping. and similar commercial subj-cts.
Now 1 am practising tailoring too. 'Thus
Unever waste my time The koowledge of
such subjects will surely develop the powers
of observation, concentration, and resource-
fulness, So, the teachers should try their
best to elevate the future citizens under
their care through stories and practical
demonstrations and not to waste their
precious time; for time once gone will
never come back.

The present day teacher, especially, the
Secondary Grade Trained Teacher, suffers
very much for want of money to support
his family. 8o, he has to sell his all, even
his self, as his salary is not at all sufficient
even to buy the required rice for his family,
Every one of us knows very well the
abnormal prices of every article of neces-
sity. He then tries to get loans. Who is
going to help this class of people in this
world these days? 8o they now feel that
their profession is an intolerable drudgery,
since others with little or less education earn
threefold or fourfold,

A raw SS8.L.C. holder has chances to
become an officer in some department or
other and thus he has good prospects before
him. lostances are not wanting for such

Number of years
to reach the

maximum
BA., LTs 18 years
Secondary Grade 20 years
Becondary Grade 15 yearsr

cases. A secondary grade trained te?‘ﬂ'“"
who had undergope two Yyesars' tramﬂl‘l
alter S8,[,.C examination, has to get cnYt
a salary of Rs. 45-3-60-2.90 (1n Governmed
schools only). 'The framers of the presef
scale of salary to the secondary g° ¢
trained teachers might have thought th®
the family burden of this class will becom®
reduced as they get expericnce. But the
fact is contrary. But they were wise enoug
to fix the scale of salary of B A. L.T.$
at least as 85-5.125-10-175 (in Gover?
ment schools only) thinking contrary to th_'
above rule. Why should they show his
kind of difference in principle between
twogrades of teachers of one aod tha s8m®
schools ? Why should the rate of increme?
be reduced in the one cass in the mid
of his career ?

Without the earnest work of the seco®
dary grade assistants, no school can theive
No useful work he could turn out if he hld
such family worries. The department sho8
remewber that they are mouldiDg
future citizens of our country, Bear!
these facts in mind, a revision of scalﬂg’
pay to the secondary grade trained teach®
on the lines the department has sinetio®
to the B.A., L.T.'s i.., double the raté
increment of the former after sume per!
should be given effect to, immediately .
given hereunder. As regards the pay the:.
should be no difference between the agﬂnma
Government, local board or private—ud
which the teachers work,

Scale of pay Remarks

85.5.125-10-175 [ Present scale of

{‘ psy in Govern-
ment schools
only.

48.3.60-2 90 L
45-8.60-6.120  To be given effect
to to all the_
teachers of this
grade immediately.
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I therefore request the authorities con-
Cerned to help this poor class of secondary
Brade trained teachers by raising their status
8nd dignity so that they could work enthu-
Slastically for the benefit of the futare citi-
Zens of India. May the Almighty bestow on
the authorities the kind heart and sympathy

to view the pitiable condition of the secon-
dary grade trained teachers to revise their
scale of pay as stated above at least, for the
present, on the same principles as has baer
applied to the B.A, L, T’s without differen
tiating the agencies under which they work!

ATHLETICS AND ATHLETICISM

By Rao Samie T.N.S. RacHavacEARL B.A. Alandur.

SOME old topics are perennially news.
The problem of professionalism in
athletics or gports is now two thousand five
Undred years old, dating back to the time
When the Greeks began to get excited over
eir athletes, some of whom were giving
Up their amateur status and exhibiting
heir powers for a livelihood.

There have been two divergent view-
Points on athletics from ancient times.
rom one of these, athletic exercises and
Sports appear as spectacles to watch,
8nd as amusing and thrllitg shows. From
the other point of view, athletic sport is an
3ppealicg game which affords mental and

-Physical discipline—a means by which the

Ody and character of the participant are
Steadily developed.

Even those who hold the latter view and
fOgage in athletics are not averse to
Ppearing before spectators as amafeur

%¢tors, We of the present generation
36 becoming increasingly interested in
8ports,

THE GRECIaN IDEAL

Ancient Greece was a nation of amatenrs.

sﬂcrent Rome was a npation of critical
hl:)e;t:tors. Into the lives of both nations
exlen:'erl,) Sport entered to a far greater
in Othe: an it has ever afterwards dqne
exertay anatlons of_ the Wo§ld. Aghletwﬂ
nation ;ﬁrotound influence in shaping the
ecinn Character of Ancient Greeks. The

_ games—the fore-runpers of all

modern athletic competitiors and renewed
in the modern Olympic games, first started
as a form of religious observance. The
conte:ts were usually carried out in honour
of some god or hero, They were considered
so important that a sacred armistice, & cessa-
tion of hostilities was declared at the time
of these sports. A herald weunt from city to
city proclaiming the date of the games, and
the wars—several of these were always
under way in several states in those
days—were suspended forthwith, The
warriors took off their military apparel,
greased their bodies and went into training.
Ten months of such training was consider-
ed the minimum requirement for any
contestant. The Greeks, unlike the Romans,
would take no risks by admitting to the
ficld any man not quite fit for strenuous
exertion, The entrants must also prove by
witnesses that they were in good amateur
standing, had no moral stains on their
character and were true Greeks, Even men
of exalted position coveted the honour of
being allowed to participate in these
contests,

The first event of the great day was
usually a foot-race, at which the spectatcrs
were allowed to challenge any of the
contestants, standing on the lins ready to
start, for disqualification by blnod or charac-
ter. Other events followed in quick succes-
sion : — Running, Long Jump, High Juwmp,
Dumb—bells swinging, Wrestling and Box-
ing (Boxers wore no gloves but tied hard
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leather thongs abont their hands). The
victor in each contest was presented with a
wreath, The herald proclaimed his name,
his city, and his parentage. As be walked
before the spectators in trinmph, flowers
and gifts, were showered upon him. He was,
sometimes, canonized in the Greek calendar
and in his own city he was respected as a
saint, If he hailed from Sparta, he receiv-
ed the additional honour (as a mark of
respect) of being placed in the front line of
warriors when war was resumed after the
sports !

Thus the clean, healthy, and wholesome
sports,—which the ancient Greeks practised,
exerted a profound influence in moulding
the national character, and also helped to
produce the unique type of physical and
intellectus! beauty which is scen reflected
in ancient Grecian art and literature,

Trer RoMmarL Ipean .

Professional athletics was a passion
smongst the ancient Romans and the
Roman games ultimately became the Rocman
Circus, and the Circus Maximus had a
seating capacity of three hundred and fifty
thousard spectators. These spectators were
not amatenr sportsmen interested in the fine
points of sportsmanship, but required to be
constuntly thrilled. They wanted gladiatorial
shows, and performances by wild animals,
Liops and tigers thus came into the circus,
and fought with 1men, Julins Caesar is
said to be the originator of the bull fight—
which afforded him immense pleasare and
enjoyment. At the commemoration of the
Daccan victories, over ten-thousand beasts
were butchered for the visual delectaiion of
the followers of Roman Athleticism. Oh'!
how very diflerent from the noble and
elegant Grecian School of Athletics!!

OrEER IDEALS

The athletics of the ancient French,
British and German peoples were of a
different kind. The sword, the lance, and
the battle axe were the fittings and knightly
tournaments (e.g , King Arthur’s) were the
manpi{estations, These were amateur affairs,
Lot were open to al), amatenrs, and merce-

nary protessionals. Boys in those days are
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reportad to have practised with swofgaé
enthusiastically as rmodern boys Wib o
football. Wae have it stated that '
regulations of those days forbade the pr

tice of this harmless game by the boysu )
Tag PostrioN IN Inpra To DAY

It is only during comparatively 1'3“5
times that the ancient Grecian id >
athletics has been revived in schools®
Colleges in England, Europe and Am®
and still later also in our own cOUS
Interest in amateur sports, and competitie
bas gradually been cn the increase ln_l iof
since the end of the last and the begino'®
of this century. To-day, the gymu‘s‘u :
the football, cricket and hockey fields tb
rupning track. the swimming pool and
boat club are as important adjuncts ¥
Schocl and College as are their class ‘02”‘
and laboratories. \When organised 8t v
came into our educational 1u8titnt10DS tie®
were largely actuated by a compet™iy
spirit. A dozen or so of students "‘;
practically no training or coaching '
ed themselves 1nt0 a team and S(P"wde."
to beat by hook or crcok a similsf ted™
from a sister institution. Qutside CQ“"’:‘;
tion to win glory for their institutio® t»
th-ir main urge. Compettions W“h':du
School cr Coliege itsell were for W€
out the unfit and selecting a strong ¢ b
for the all-important outside evend o
phase was simply one stuge in the deveh .
ment of mcdern School and College st
tics. The next and more sensible P
was the rapidly spreading modern leﬁ’dj
“athletics tor every stucenl"—-SQm’woﬁ
of body-building, cbamcter-buildwgdd’
for each student, boy or girl. A“w‘ ;
there is no 8choolboy without athle ik
some sort. The Grecian ideal of 8% gy
has influenced cur conceptions 9 o
purpose and am of athletics to ® g“"
extent. Our apcient Innan ph)r'S“:'I¢
cises harmonise with the GrecisB ' g
With practicaily .tue or po great Cbls
this 1deal 1s t.ept in view in our SChO0" Jgy
Colleges, and it survives awongst thelf
dustes. The older generation are 1akIDg,
sod more 10 tenms, gell snd oW

There is therefore, to wy wind. P

SECONDARY SCHOOL DRAFT SYLLABUS IN ENGLISH-III

force operating on our young people that
v."," make so strongly for patriotic and gocd
Citizenship, respect for law and order,
reverepce for authority and a diminution in

281

the incidence of crime, as an organised

system of physical cducation 1o our Schools

and Colleges embodying all that1s best in

the athletics of various countries.—J HANDII
y .

A REVIEW OF THE SECONDARY SCHOOL DRAFT
SYLLABUS IN ENGLISH-III

By Ski 8. SUBRaMania I¥eRr, B.A, L.T., Retired Educationist, Madras.

lN contributing these articles by way of a

review of the syliabus, the writer 18
DOt actuated by carping spiris or any bad
motive. He only desires that thessyllabus
should be full and complete and should
enable pupils undergoing the Secondary
chool course to have a working knowledge
of correct Epglich and to comprehend the
Whitings of siandard English authors and
the books on their optional subject ab
College. I'here are two clear-cut stages in
the Secondary Bchool course, one.endmg
With Form I1I and the other with the

—

sixth form. The former stage qualifies a
pupil for admission to a trade or craft
School, and the latter for admission to
University courses or to profpssanal studies.
At any rate, Whatever the aim of the pupil
or his parent be, it 18 clear that he must
have a tolerable acquaintance with correct,
idiomatic Eoglish. A Board of Examiaers
must be constituted, who will determine the
eligibility of the candidates taking the public
examinations at the end of the third and
sixth forms,

The significance of introducing Social,

=
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Studies as a subject of study in the lower
stages of the secondary course is a pateat
absurdity ; it is distinctly preposterous to
start with such comprehensive subjects at
lower stages instead of at dater ones. The
aim of the educational authorities is no
doubt to train every pupil reading in schools
for true citizenship. Bat this end shoald
be achieved at later stages when the pupil
has finished his career at school. The
aathoritivs, it is evident, have got hold of the
wrong ead of the stick, and what could be
achieved at higher stages shomid not be
begun at lower ones, when neither the
pupils nor the teacher has any means of
knowing what he is about.

As regards composition and comprehen-
sion in the syllavus for forms IV to VI,
questions 4 and 9 require essays to be written
by pupils on topics bearing on non-detailed
texts. ‘‘Annotations” in the market provid-
ing summaries of the essay type are legion,
and the examiaer 1 Paper Il at the puble
examination would have 0 value in effict
the cut-and-dried answers of the annotators
instead of honest attempts by the candidates,
The method of questioning should be altered,
and the candiuates should be put on the
right track and be prepared to produce
their own performances. 'I'he subject matter
of a detailed or non-detailed text should be
split up into convenient unilts admitting of
short essays, and each such essay should not
exceed 10 or 15 lines of pupils’ ordinary
writing. Unless and unul such limits are
88t to puplls’ answers, there wiil be no end
of the farcical system of examinations exist-
ing at present., A system of finding the true
and actual ineasure of the pupils’ knowledge
of a sabject should be devised, and the
obnoxious practice on the part of pupils of
depending enurely on Aannotations to the
neglect of the preseribed texts, should be
disconntenanced. 1f such Annotations should
be of any real use to the pupil, they shonid

obtain the formal imprimatur and approval
of the text-book commuttee,

The revival of translation as an important
item in the syllabus for Fuorms V and V| ig
commendable, While translation from he

d
" Rs, 5/- Office Hrs. 8am., to 5p.m. (Sen
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: ot
regional language iato Eaglish 5“:’ o
means of testing the pupils p‘ow?is .
pression in simple idiomatic hagl'shi"
other %ind of translation from Eogh® ' of
the regional langmage wili be 8 “;smnd
testing the pupil's correct compteheabuba
an Koglish passage, which may °°l W
correct rendering into the regxona‘;ﬁon-
not then set two passagas for trand g6 ¥
a separate paper for the samé ogi0®
English and the other in the tf s10d;
language? Traoslation as a subject @ rtaot?
and practice ought to play ao unt:ob@‘
role in the Englsh carriculum fo upu'&
schools as an a:id test in finding the 4 woll
staudard of koowledga of Laglish 88
as the régional language. s
FUNCTIONAL OR PRAOTICAL GB‘A'“‘;",
VEBSUS FORMAL OB SCIENTIFIU GBAMES "

Be
Formal Grammar has yielded piac® ‘2&0‘
Functional, which points out the ““:' oo
performed by each word ia a seuleﬂ‘t"et :
also the relation between the words ¢ afort
The grammarian ought to recogpisé "
setting out to write a text-book of g".sh,u
that all established usages in Eogh

m——
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correct, whether or not these are grammati-
cally or idiomatically correct, and then build
upon tbe usages his treatise on grammar,

A resourceful teacher of English would
nct insist on baving for his boys a textbock
of Grammar crammed with Exercises. The
selection and prescription of o textbook is at
present often determined by the vuriety
ard copiousness of the exercices contained
in it. What then 1s the teacher for if the
text-book does his jcb? It is believed that
the above remarks will be taken in goods
part, rather poignant as they might seem,

COMPOSITION

If subjects for essay-writing are to be
restricted to pupils' non-detailed readers
where is the scope for testing their origina-
lity of thought and expression ? The candi-
dates for the public examination, whose aim
is to enter the university or a calling or a
training course for a profession are expect-
ed simply to repeat and reproduce parrot-
like the cut-and-dried summaries of the
annotator. There must be provided a list
of topics of general inteérest and importance
on which the pupils of V and VI Forms
should be required to reflect and write.
The topics selected may be of topical
interest. Of the two periods allotted to
compositions, one may be devoted to essay-
writing in relation to the text-book of non-
detailed study and the other to a subject of
topical interest. This period may include
other items of composition, such as precis
writing, dialogue etc. Pupils in higher
forms may be required to abridge passages
selected from their text-books of detailed
study, limits being set to their summaries,

The other important items of composi-
tion are Letter-writing and the writing of
Dialogues. The subject matter of a lesson
from the detailed text-book may serve as g
fit theme for the purpose, Pupils wmay in
the first instance be selected to converse
with each other on the subject matter and
after the lesson is over, be required to
commit to writing the pupils’ questions and
answers. Thisis what goes by the grand
uame of dramatisation, and this indeed
plays an interesting part in composition.
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THE UNIVERSITIES COMMISSION
BY Dg. 8. R. Ranganataan, M.A, D.Lirr., LT, FL.A., University of Delhi.

IT 15 announced that the Gcvernment of
ndia has appointed a Commission for
® purpcse of enquiring into and reporting
On the conditions ‘and prespects of Univer-
Sity education and of advanced research in
bdis, and of reccamending a constructive
Policy in relation to the problems they
Present and to the needs of the country,
lere is no doubt that it is now nearly
thirty years since the -Calcutta University
Ommission covered a similar ground and
that it is time that the whole qnestion is
fe-examined once again. Apart from the
UX of time which should justify such a
Step, the great change that has come over
€ country at the successful conclusion of
the prolonged political struggle under the
gmdt_mce and iospiration of Mahatma Gandhi
8lsa indicates the need for it. Of these two
3ctors, the latter is the more dominant one.
It bad not come into play, the lapse of
Irty years would have been sufficient
Teason to set up the Commission just now.
U does the second factor favour the
thoice of the present time for the setting up
of the Commission? To my mind, it appears
at it does not. The Commission has been
8Ppointed prematarely. There is an element
hustle not only in the timing of the
Ommission, bat also in the handling of the
Work of the Commission.
he university map of India cannot be
'aWn with any definiteness, until the
Fe-alignment of the boundaries of tbe states
I8 either completed or at least taken to a
ﬁ'gh degree of advance. There is every
tgn that the re-alignment will have to be
8ckled within perhaps the next five years.
€condly, the Constitution of India is being
orged, University education will have to
e greatly altered, when the new Constitu-
n:x; with all its implications on public
forcece. lnhQu§try and commerce, comes in;o
% yeur o tls is boupd to come into force in
ommio wo, Itis d.oubtful whether the
'8slon can deal with anything realisti-
¥.on the eve of these impending changes.

It can no donbt underline some platitudes.
But we do not want a commission for it.

The manner in which the qnestionnaire
has beer drafted shows that nothing vefy
decp is either stirring the present move or
is envisaged to be tack'ed by the Commis-
sion. It lacks coberence. Its nnevepness is
appalling. And it is superficial. It does not
secm to take University education and re-
search essentially as products of social forces.
The time allowed for the questionnaire is
too short for serious thought to be brought
to bear upon it by a sufficient number of
people. We are told that the Commission
will start work within the next few days.
How the replies received to the question-
naire can be sorted out and digested to
make the itinerary and local enquiry of the
Commission related to them is diffienlt to
conceive. Is this Commission also to be
one of the rituals we are setting up to
throw us into a mood of believing that we
are active? No doubt, it will have some
publicity value. But the cost will be dis-
proportionate, Indeed we seem to imagine
that if a thing is publicised it is equivalent
to being realised in actuality, I think there
is much wisdom in the diagnosis of onr
frenzied activities of this sort by Sri Mav-
lankar, the Speaker of the Central Liegis-
lature, in his address to the Students’ Union
at Surat. He is reported to have said,
“We only wish for things, but do not put
in the effort necessary for gratifying them,”

The country would have been more
settled a year after the new Governments
are formed under the new Constitution. It
would have given the necessary time for
public opinion to pass on from wishful
thinking to realistic action. As it is, the
Commission is premature, and it is very
doubtful whether it can achieve anything
very lasting. The persons who have been
influential in making the :Government take
this premature step cannot be said to have
done good service to the caamse of higher
education in our country.,
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ON SOCIAL STUDIES

By Srr D. PorusaoTHAM, Chittoor.

OCIAL studies is a new subject that has
been included and introduced in the
w Scheme of Reorganisation of Secondary
ducation. The objective is to train the
future citizen of free India to bear the
responsibilities of progress and administra-
tion. There shounld be at least one subject
in which a pupil should ‘be thrown back on
his own resources. From this point of view,
there is a welcome relief and release from
slavery to the text-book mentality, and it
would be better still if pupils prepare it as
s non-examination subject. As things stand,
the surest way to Kkill interest in any new
sabject is to make it an examination subject,
as the surest way to make a teacher un-
popular is to put him in charge of a non.
examination subject.

To people brought up on the old tradi-
tions, this néw subject without any text
books at present, may be an anathema.
They simply do not like it. They would
even call this a mere copy of some American
or other foreign school syllabus. There is
one set of critics who view the subject with
disfavour for the idealogies here are diffe-

) »

rent from thise in progressive cqﬂnt:‘;g
like America. All this may be true inP d
for criticism very often takes the form
an overstatement of a half-trutb, o
Apart from cheap sneers and pre]Eld‘::;
which only die hard, the new saubjec® ©.
worth trying, though the syllabus bas "’o’
been cast in its final form. And this _-
very good reasons, There is o peed
pupils and teachers to rely on text b(:iole"
Let the teach-r plan out the course BD Py
him direct the pupils. They can dr8%-
sketches and diagrams, cut pictu.res_:,;‘;
paste illastrations, survey the localitys ¥ .
museums and ports, take part in excﬂl’sl"ib-..
prepare charts and diagrams, and exh
tions and set up a small museum. Tbese o
only suggestive and illustrative but no; >
baustive. In these ways the pupils 88 4 0
teacher may go about their task 8D
at least one subject without being si8¥e®
a text book. One room may be set® ‘
for Social Studies, and filled with dx.agr”“ >
specimens of exhibits ete. Pupllsdi"’
teachers will then have the pride 88
of self-effort and initiative.

EDUCATION OF WOMEN
By 8r1 KuLapaTi Rao SaAHIB R. SwWaMINATHA Awvag, BA, L.T, Kumbakonam -

l'I‘ is indeed a truism that no community or

race can progress at all, unless each
member of it is given in full the scope that
he or she requires for their natural develop-
ment. That we are behindhand in respect
of female education and no small leeway
we have to make up is patent to all, but the
ways and means of improvement are not so
easy to devise. It really redounds to the
credit of the Department of Education that
it has been taking such enormous pains to
advance female education, and to enable it
to do its part further and wmore effectively
the enlightened public cannot do better

than think out the problem in all its8®
and co-operate with it. ';

In making suggestions for the dﬂv"l%
ment of women’s education one has t0
in mind that that education is more °;ov‘
sive at every s:age than men's. It D820,y
therefore all concerned to 0 al'ﬂ“g:‘ o
there may be no frittering away " |
available resources, limited as they "”; ot
that the moneys expended may procar® ~y
largest amount of return possible.

i
0

No proper edacation is possible with’
duly qualified teachcrs to teach and W™

A ready source of youthful energy so essential for
oll sportsmen is well supplied by Amrita—s spleadid tonic
for adults as well as children. [t is sweet to the taste
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the best friend of all.:
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proper persOns to Supervise the teaching
doce. Qualified, competent female teachers
are too few to adequately meet our wants
and harder still are proper supervisors to
find. One cannot be therefore too careful
in the employment of public funds in start-
ing girls’ schools. Ad hoc girls' schools should
be started where the need for such is
distinctly imperative, as can be made out
from the number of girls offered for instruc-
tion. Where the number does not warrant
the procedure the existing boys' schools
may be got to cater for the girls as well,
provided they are nct above the age of nine.
Mixed schools of this type would without
doubt make for economy without detriment
to efficiency. Girls up to the age of nine
may well be taught the usual elementary
sohcol subjects and no distinction need be
made in respect of the subjects of study
between boys and girls at this stage ; only
provision will bave to be made to teach
girls, in addition, domestic science, music
and sewing,

Girls of ten and above must needs be
taught in ad hoc girls’ schools at any cost.
These schools should have in them provi-
sion made for two courses, one lower extend.-
ing over two years and the other, higher
covering a period of four years. The lower
two years' course is to be a continuation of
that in the Elementary School and is
intended only to give it a finish, I would
for convenience of reference call this lower
course lower secondary and the higher four
years’ course upper secondary.

Girls padSing out of primary schools muast
have bhad a grounding in the rudiments of
knowledge and require to be taught there-
fore in the Liower Secondary Course such
subjects as would call forth and develop
their natural womanly virtues and res-
ponsibilities. At this stage girls should be
allowed to bave the fullest benefit possible
of the parental control and healthy home
influence § school environments and sehool
arrangements however good, can never be
& proper substitute for them. In well.
conducted homes enlightened matrons play
®o insigunificant part in the training of the
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oung, and the t'raining in'genel'ffl 18 [*
yg()odgto be ignored. In a Hindu hOl:;‘“f !
the morning hours that are far 8n¢ 8.z
the most important. Sweeping, 019“*&5'
washing, bathing, cooking, serviog N‘w o
various cther little bits of business port
the elders would busy themselves w“ell ©
which the young girls would do ¥ e
observe and participate in, are amoBé ry.
iterns of domestic morning work. I‘( s
be to the advantage of the girls, the {B8" 4
mistresses of the household, to be t;ia’
away from home during the useful mohtei "
hours. It might be considered the 14
of cruelty to deprive them of this g:in&
opportunity of getting themselves "es
to domestic service in their own ho® ot
their own kith and kin. Even 1n the o
of the girls of well to-do families Wb:.d
look forward to a position of commad :
control, early training of this kind v_v” ‘
stand them in good stead when they F! o,
such positions. Necessities may ar1sé g
personal service and trained p?OP"’ EveP
then rise equal to the occasioD.

!

supervision and control to be € ‘:cntll"%
require expert knowledge. Furthe 4

5

training suggested here would iDSP‘wwnJ:,
in life a love and enthusiasm for mbowﬂ
work and pave the way for a healthy, o bS:
build, If for these reasons girls aré por
kept at home during the morniog in tH
their school periods shonid only be loft
afternoons. To my mind, for glrls '
and above who do not intend to pro‘?en
higher studies, formal school instructio (o
these periods in the afternoon every d:o !
two years in the lower secondary -
must be enough to enable them tO

homelife easy, comfortable and
provided it is given un sound lines-

A

]

For the benefit of girls who show t“lﬁ

and whose guardians intend them for hyk

education, general or special, the fO“’bov‘g

upper secondary course referred to 8 eﬂ‘

soggested, This higher course &S : ﬂl
the lower must be conducted only f

perly qualified women.teachers and 8

only in places where there are enous

secking such bigher imstruction. .

should not be started merely to

o —
o
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sentiment or show up a swollen figure.
Btarting schocls where there is little real
need, leaving them in the charge of teachers
who are not werth their salt and getting
well-born or well-bred promising girls to
be under their control and guidance, must
be revolting to all concerned. Kducation
under questionable environments would do
more harm than good and no effort should
be spared to ensure education of the right
type under the happiest auspices.

Colleges already there are, run on sound
lines for girls successfully completing their
secondary course and seeking to enter upon
the university courses of study, and I have
no doubt more colleges will come into being
when a need arises. The suthorities ceem
to be fully alive to all such higher needs,

Girls in primary schools should be taught
to read, write and count. Arithmetic of a
very homely, practical character must be
introduced by degrees. In respect of geo.
graphy no more than map-study on intelli-
gent lines should be attempted. Elements
of dome:tic science, music and sewing would
be quite in place at this stage as well as
stories from the Ramiyana and the Mana.
bharata.

At the lower secondary stage, where are
taught girls between the ages of nine
and eleven, the proper subjects would be
portions of the Ramayana and the Maha-
bharata, the mothertongue a little of
English, or Hindi, nature study, hygiene,

ftati o sci io, sowing
sanitation, domestic sciecce, mnsio, i it

common ailments, their causes 80 ady
remedies. At this stage as I have &lf: .
suggested, the girls are to spend +bod
three periods in the afternoon at 8 :
every day, and that only for tw2 yéa;%“u;g
syllabuses in the several subjects 10di
should therefore be such as could be cov.:
during the period avilible. It mlht bo.
borae in mind in this connection tha i
girls for whom these two courses, the p*”
mary and the lower secondary, are SU_BED i
ed, have n~» higher ambition or asplmllQlv .
life than to be good sisters, worthy W
and wise mothers and mistre:ses of Bo®

The upper secondary and the colleg®
courses must indecd be for such for®
well-to do, talente1 uirls as wish to fig 1io
prominently as public servants, .P“a
workers or pohiticians, and thewr studies i
training should therefore be such a3 wo
give them the equipment Decessary
their future work, U'ne University Acade ol
Council is the apprcpriate body %0 blio
with this matter and the general P9
need not trouble about it.

What the Scate and the people hDV;:;:
concern themselves most about is hoW 0
to promote hteracy among women 50 ““‘
euable them to take an iptelligent iDters
in the affairs of their own families ap a0
what goes on about thewm This 1S b’; all
means easy to achieve and it behoves ® ol
to think and strive. Honest efforts @
succeed.

red’
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VISUAL EDUCATION
By 8r1 J. NiLakanTaN, Bombay.

lS it not meet that in modern days
National Education should play an im-.
portant role? Traly, it shouald, for on it

depends the progress of the present day

younger generation, who should be helped
with the latest developments in arts and
soiences. .

This fact was stressed recently by our
Governor-General, 8ri O. Rajagopaalchari,

-
4

when he delivered the convocation addl’::

of the Madras UoWersity. With th"d b8
panse of freedom, education also sboy e
widened. He said : * The, brao ! o
machine which shculd properly be a?b‘-
bled and adjusted duriag youtb. t;:ab“
should be on a trainiog in creating & i sy
of correct observation, of scten.ific cm‘miﬂ I
and of thinking aright, and not oo cram= ;

j
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the brain with information, People should

acquire an automatic appreciation of values,
moral and other, ”

Today education has the epithet
* National ”*, thanks to the Sargent Scheme
published three years ago. When thisis
50, is it not apt that forthar progress be
made in the studies of the child, by adding
film shows, so that he could have a com.
parative idea of the peoples aud their habits
in different parts of the world ?

It is not out of place to mention that the
first meeting of the visual education com-

mittee was held recently under the chair-
~ manship of Dr. Tharachand, Becretary,
M nistry of Education, Government of India,
when it was decided that films for general
education of adults and children and enter-
tainment films for children, based on his-
torical stories, should be produced.

Foreign films, in this respect. are not
wanting, so then it is proper that the Central
Government takes the initiative, with the
preparations of charts, and films and other
aids to Visual Education.

Opinions may vary as to the extent of
help accorded to students throngh the film
industry. While the child obtains informa-
tion from books, parents and teachers. this
informatinn could be broadened and well

impressed on the young mind by seeiog a
show on the screen.

Thanks to scientific developments, news
even from far-off lands is available, more
readily than from books, through the film.
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Hence the pre-eminence of the m:‘hﬂ: g
educitor. On the screen, the. .
student is given a chance to :eeook).
pational scenery (unlike 1o the b wﬂg
more of scientific developmenw-t e
should impress his miad mor:

while giving him recreation an P
too.

Take for instance the picture "l?eﬂzm(ﬁ
or the End” showing the manu “mwﬁﬂ
the Atcm Bomb, It was indeed m:as ar
even to non-techoical laymen, aod "
ed them more in understanding ¢
which originsily remained absmwt; . “3%
40
His T tﬁ

W
- R

In addition to Science,
Gecgraphy could be better impressed .
student through the film. For ‘veﬂ”‘”};
the picture of Henry VI1II bas 8" g
students of History more impressio
ideas than books. How beau;xlull'yw
could view on the screen, the wide M
the sea or the towering heights of
Everest ? s

Even in sports, students have t:zi ¥
the film. Kar-off sports, ioterd
games, are most picturesquely soreed® =
exhibited. T

Hence the concept of Visual .}‘Jd‘w:n‘n
which adds to the mental ViS100 “’”M
stadent. Thanks to rapd democes! oy
in Britain, a new pictare languag® "ns )
sywbols has spruog up and lessV! B‘
broadcast by the hetp of lamurndshd:" i
us bhope, lndia too, 10 the words ]
educa‘:xonists. may call this, * The 0‘““4
of the eye. " :

me———

PRIVATE

TUITIONS:

By 881 K. NARAYANAN, MALT, Wsc, Headmaster, Muslim High Schools
Abhiramam, and Secretary, Ramnad Dt. Headmasters' Assxciation.

PBIVATE tuitions are harmful in several

ways. Looked &t from the point of
view of the school, private tuitions very ad-
versely affect the tone of the school. Not
infrequently does it happen that in course of
‘time the “ guru-sishya * relationship is lost,

and the tuition boys become & "g“’b%,‘ ‘ﬁ
pupils, phable iostruments 83 t »

obey the dictates of the mluMVG M
little realising thair folly. We hs iy “l
of so many cases of tuition boys wd

ting through exsmination by sheor :

.» § 14
.' "mu=:u===m¢==u==o.c==n==mmw‘=°

bics 13
L —— 1 —— R —— 11— T Ul Ly 3

RADIANCE OF THE GOLDEN JUBILEE

Pandit D. GOPALACHARLU'S
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JEEVAMRUTHAM -
The Ideal Nervine Tonic for the
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BALA PRASA
A Pleasent and Palatable
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of papers, thus affecting the morale and
instructional efficiency of schools. Private
tuitions are a veritable apple of discord
thrown in the mudst of teachers, with the
inevitable result that the whole machinery
of school government is thrown out of gear.
Further, neither the teacher nor the pupil
is benetited, for it tells upon the health and
vitahity of the former, if carried to excess,
and it leads to 1nattention of the latter in
the class.

Thus, it is clear that private tuitions are
admittedly productive of very harmful
results, What are we to do? Are we to
adopt a ruot and branch policy of abolishing
them 1n toto by one stroke of the pen? Or,
are we to byp.ss them? The remedy lies
pot in abohiticn, but in regulation, as
private tuitions are absolutely necessary in
the case of backward pupils.

The most important factor that necessita-
tes private tuitions is the defective system
of education, which is nothing if not exami-
nation-ridden, Kvery year the intelligence
of a vast number of studeats is weighed in
the academic balance of questions and
answers, and naturally "pupis go in for
private tuitions, anxious to secure pro-
motions. In this connection, it is refreshing
to note that the subject of reforming the
examination system is under the active
consideration of the Board of Secondary
Education. Now shat the book-centred
education bas been replaced by the new
scheme of activity-centred education, it is
earnestly hoped that examinatioas based on
text books will cease to dominate the edu-
ocative process hereafter, Ways and means
may be found with the help of experts in
experimental psychology to evaluate acti-
wities connected with social studies, citizen—
ship training, arts and crafts. India can
well profit by the experience of the United
States of America that has developed an
elaborate system of evaluating extra-curri.
cular activitiess ‘L'he Activity Record Card
mamtained by the Wenfield Senior High
$chool 1s an example worthy of emulation,
1t fitty per cent of the total marks are
asaigned for character and activities, the
pupis’ ettention will be divided equally
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o
L

L>tween books and activities, and the m8! “3
for private tuitiims will very largely Y““‘:h‘ ‘
It may Le mentioned here that 1B u‘.”,
German system there are marks for eX¥%q
curricular activities. !

What about the teacher? 9
the case for tuitions has to be lonk_ed 1t
sympathetically and Justly. Dcsplw“m;
recent revised ccales of pay, the lot © -
teacher remains as bad as 1t Wadh if 0%,
worse, To expect a double graduate to 7
content with the initial start of Bs'ad.:
s month is pot fair. He is discontenté :
and s discontented teacher is 8 pofe"“.i’
danger to educational progress. Snml;f
the case of all the other grades of teac .
Aun initial start of Rs. 100 for B T's 10 fot
scale of 100—10—170, and Rs. 60 10
Secondary Grades in the scale e
Rs. 60—5—100 will not only make a‘
chers detest tuition work, but also a"Fon'
abler hands to the teaching profese o
Thus, it will be seen that the distrnbuho:c.“
marks equally as between studies and o
vities, and a hberal revision of scalesth.
pay as suggested, will go a long way lﬂ i
boycott of private tuition by the pllP'f the
the teacher alike. But yet the case 0 z0
backward pupils, will still remaio 8 V¢ i
problem. For these, private toition
absolutely necessary. o

As the G. Q. Hs. 1721 Education. d:'of
8th July 1918, contemplates, the beal.
the inskitation shou!d prepare 8 schene ;
private tuition outside the school hOm'a.‘
consultation with the staff, ixing the SO
of special fees for each class and subjeat-

The following precautionary steps may be
taken :— e

1. The tuiti>a muit be given i8 Y8
gchool. It is decogatacy t3 she solf.reé "
of teachers to g) ) tha pupil's noase (0 8!
tuition. The b:st plaza, conmdn €0 ;
the pupil ani the teacher, is th3 schtia
where there i1s the guiraatss that tO .
work gres on rroperly and regularly ue d
the imtedate supervision of the hed® =
the institution. ) f

2. Private tuitions should be ngellﬂj
not more than two hours, so as not t0 % 5
the sohool work and the teachers’ h“"g}g

o
3
i

His side d

of up

WHAT ARE WE DOING

_8. Generally speaking, tuition should be
given only at pight, as the fresh morning
hours are best suited for the teacher's pre-
Parstion for the dav's work. If he gives
tuition in the morning Fcurs, the schosl
Work throughcut the day will be consider-
Bbly affected. In the evening, both the pupil
80d the teacher ure mentally tired.

4. The teacher should get a substantial
Témuneration, at least Rupees Forty a
month, direct frem the schaol anthorities
Who are to collect the amount from the

ABOUT INDISCIPLINE? 205.

parents,

5. In places where there are more than
one school, teachers should be encouraged
to give tuition to backward pupils belong.
ing to institutions other than their own, so

that the jealousy of their colleagues may not
b= unnecessarily roused.

It is earnestly hoped that the suggestions
flered here will be given due consideration
by the Board of Secondary Iiducation,
which is now considering wa;s and means
of regulating private tuitions.

WHAT ARE WE DOING ABOUT INDISCIPLINE ?

By Prore:sor WirLni+M Epwarp HOOKENS, M.a., Jubbulpore.

HE question of indiscipline has always
_been the bugbear of all teachers jrres-
pective (f whether they were old hands or
Dovices,  Particularly has this been the
Case ufter the 15:h of Avgust when Indepen-

eUce.lr‘ay has shown the students the way
o Indiscipline !

for

Teaching, particularly the new

teacher, is a delightfnl task because he has

?xmany new ideas on teaching and he has

in tOSy outlook on life. Graiually he gets

im0 8 rut—and the old ones generally help
to get in there comfortably.

col'll'hen he sees indiscipllde as the rule in
€ges and lest he comes in for his share

rea, Popularity, _he takes the course of least

.nd‘Stt}nt_:e. Which means that he allows
8cipline to have its sSWay,

. I8 this what Education means? Is getting
0 a rut the criterion of sound education ;

18 it the way for impeoving the peopl
. o eople,
?::(l)tt!ularly the students? I am afraid it

R

livin‘ghﬂy have we teachers asked for a
b, gsWage and for sane treatment at the
hOnesu the Government, because we
a mzre ehev‘e that without money we
brj ot Dothing, and that if we sre to

Our best and improve those in our

charge, we need all the encoaragement that
the people and Government can give us,
including & saver dearness allowance and
bock dllowance and free passes to travel
durirg holidays. For are we not as useful
as the military who fight for the country ?
Or as necessary as those at the helm 9

There was a time when teachers thought
they were the mcst neglected of people and
they stayed quiet because they thought that
was the best thing for teachers to do. Luttle
did they realise that staying quiet would
pot do if they have the best interests of the
country at their heart. And today, most
teachers reslise that it is a good thiog to
make the Government see the woes and
groans of the teaching profession, if the
stadents are to be an asset to the country
Itis a sheer waste of time reading what
Ryburn has to say on ‘Creative Kducation’
or Salyidain on ** Kducation for laternatio-
nal Understanding ” if those at the helm do
not see the waste that is the resuit of rapnk
indiscipline in schools and colleges today.

One has only to step into the teacher's
place for a day or two to realise the trage.
dies (f a teaeher who has to maintain disci-
pline, but who cannot do so because he is
afraid of the consequences. There have not
been wanting instances, when teachers of
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ability have been shamed and often dismis- need for co.operating with the novices i
sed because they‘could ot get oo With g maintaining standards Otherwise, M
certain students in their class. OQutside will be divisions and factinns in schools sof

pressure has, of late, almost become the
rule and naturally things are at sixes and
sevens.

Tt is needless to say that discipline is
discipline, irrespective of whether the
student is a boy cr a girl, rich or poor. Any
popular book on teaching will have a
chapter on * Disciplice’, but I have yet to
see a book which will satisfactorily solve the
question of indiscipline in India—where
standards seem to go to the winds the
moment they are to be applied to a big
man's son or danghter. There are not
wanting instances when disciplinarians have
been takn to task—even warned for doing
the right thing,

Teaching is all very well, but there must
be attention in class if the lessons are to go
home. And where there are quite a num-
ber in the class, teaching bas cften to be
dobe in such a way that students” of all
grades of intelligence will benefit. At the
same time the teacher needs to have at his
command the weapons against mischiel.
makers and to use them efliciciously when
the need arises. And steps are to be taken
against the babitual wmischief-maker, even if
it means, a class walk-out or a strike. This
can only be done If teachers know the art
of co-operation and see the imiediate need
for tightening up the discipline betoce
things take ‘their course and education,
comes for its anmerited share of caustic
criticism.

It is in the interest of all teachers to
realise that theirs is a sacred trust and that
they can never improve /themselves and
those in their charge, if they have fear
constantly kaocking at their heart or are in
danger of being dispensed with, It is also
in the interest of very institution that the
senior members of the staff, including the
headmaster or the principal, realised the

colleges, and nu'siders will only t0? willi
take part in making the divisions D7
complete, to the extent even of dfb'ﬂ?“‘;i
the gond name of age-old institntioss
and the fair name of teachers by unCa™=
for remarks and veiled allusions. Irre¥
ponsible editors seem only ton esgef -
print such remarks on the plea of ser o
and natinnal - mindedness’, We teacif i
have a very diflicult job to do, and it %
time we got the people and the Goverk:
ment tn co-operate with us, rather !

allow slineing of vindictive slanders that

none gond but all a great deal of harme o
would be well alsn if Education were tresté
with greater respect and the Governfn?“»
helped us to maintain discipline by gIV\&®
us the freedom that is due us. )

_
BOOKS ON SEX AND
PSYCHO-ANALYSIS

Send Rs. 20/- for wvaluable new .
publications on Sexology and Psycho”.

analysis, under expert selection- Detalls‘,
of readership must be furnished, and
only regular readers are entertained. Al

and

possible publications for easy

enjoyable married life recommended-

Ask for free copy of ¢Art of Love i
the Orient”, along with remittance, ‘ ‘
NAT{ONAL DISTRIBUTORS (8%}

CALCUTTA. 23.

Post Box No 10607
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MADRAS GOVERNMENT’S EDUCATIONAL PUBLICITY

By Skr R. Srintvasa IYeEnGAR, Headmaster, Sarvajana High Sshool, Peelamedu,

APOUT a quarter of a century ago, Dr.
Atnie Besant wrote: ' When Iodia gains

er political freedom, may she be wise
enough to restore Freedom to Education and
Calture, and once more, the higher Honour
to Learning”. Hence the latest move of
the Madras Government to achieve publi-
City for their educational policy and reforms
1S not a step .in the right direction. In
education, there have been differences of
Opinion since the days of Plato: and these
ghould be welcomed by the Government.
Othing is more dangerous to the country
than regimentation of educational opinions.
The Government seem to opine that their
Work in the educational sphere is not appre-
Clated on account of inadequate publicity
a0d incorrect accounts of the activities in
:?;nvanom branches and aspects of educa-
8ppearing in some newspapers and

. Wagazines,

Bhe Government’s educational policy and
Work are getting enough of publicity. The

lnister for Education is strenuously and
Zealously acuve in making speeches on
Pablic platforms und on the air, which are
tully roported in the daily Press and the

OVernu.eut’s orgin “Madras Information”,
Which gives in cvery issue of it more pages
0 the Ldu.cational Portfolio thin ts the
fest. Itis op:wn to the Governmout even
BOW to correct wrong statemneats and mis-
Tepresentations in the Press and the periodi-
Cals, A separate orgamisation for publicity
'8 not necessary and will defeat its objeciiva.

hen Liord Wiiling lon was Goveraor of

3drus aud the noa-co-operation m>vement
Was in full swing, a puvhicity bureau consist:

i . .
. 08 of some -Headmnasters and others in

Madrag city similar to the one now con-

)

::plated was organsed ; and pawphlets

nde 1ssued and cicculated to schools ; but it
ed 1n a tailure.

A
Ater all, the Government's educational

o) 98000L Le free from criticism, Thoe
¥ of waking maaly, self-reliaat,
LiV-13—¢

Godfearing citizens is accepted by all, but
the methods of azhieving the object:ve may
be different and subj-ct to criticism. The
Government’s having an open mind to
change or modify their views may be laud-
able; but it causes great dislocation in the
work of schools, No amount of explanation
by the officers of the Department will be
satisfying. A syllabus for the compulsory
study of Terukkural was introduced in the
middle of the school year 1947-48; and a
revised syllabus has been introduced after
the reopening of the schools for adoption in
1948-49, In the schools which were teach-
ing Hindi in the first three forms, orders
were issned for teaching Hindustani from
the second to the fourth forms from
January 1947, in the middle of the school
year 1946.47, Now Hindastani is to be
taught this year from the first form onwards,
Eoglish is taoght from the second form
onwards from this school year: but who
knows that it may not be reintrodouced
from the first form in accordance with the
recommendations of the Syndicate of the
Madras University ? A syllabus for Engineer-
ing was drawa up in 1946 for impart.
ing theoretical and practical instruction
simaltaseously in the fourth form in the
several braunches of engineering in four
groups of six pupils each ; aad an equipment
list was drawa up for a uait of six pupils in
woodwork, smithy, electrical wiring and
auto-mechanics. But now an entirely diffe.
rent syllabus for Engineering has been
commuuicated requiring practical work in
Woodwork 10 the Fourth Form, in Fitting
in the Fifth Form, and in Electrical
Engineering 1n the Sixth Formj but the
equipment hst of 1946 has not been modified.
Advance grants have beea sanctioned for
purcnase of equip:nent detailed in the sylla-
bus. How the equipment prescribed for a
batch o1 six pupils 18 to be used for the
wnole cla:s of the maximum 24 pupils ia
the branch of engineering introduced in the
foucth form is a problem, Again, guide
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books are to be published before syllabuses

are finaliczed. Prof. Venkatarangiah's edi-

torial 1n *“Edocational India” on Social

Studies deserves consideration, At any rate,
the suggestion that social studies may begin
in the fourth form after a good grounding
in hwstory and geography is givea in the
lower forms seems to offer a happy com-
promise 1n the period of transition. 'Taking
up larger issues, the Madras Government's
scheme of basic education is not identical
with Gandhiji's scheme of basic education ;
and the reasons for the departure have not
so far been explained. There is therefore
room for criticism of Government's educa-
tional policy in detail as well as in major
1ssues ; and 1t is hoped that teachers and the
public at large would not be asked to take
tor granted that the Government’s views
on education are the only true and correct
ones or the final word in education. Indepen-
deat opinions on education should be wel-
comed, lest totalitarianism should develop
in the sphere of education to she detriment
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of our national interests. T

The Government will do well to encouf i
the few edu:ational magazines noW.In“;ié
ing in the Pruvince, insist on each scb o
subscribing for all of them and P“‘:‘nfg
their officers too to epjoy academic freed®
without, of course, causing emoacrassmé ki
to the Government, by contributing artios
to the educational magazines, for subscet™.
ing for which a sum of Rs. 25 m"yop“
treated as approved expenditure.

that the Government wil abandop
new move for publicity. .

May I conclude with this fitting Obf.‘;;ﬁ
iion of Sir Fred Clarke, a leading auth n”?
on educational socivlogy in his " 1'ne stwf
of Education in Englaud™? "1f we condo®,
ed our medical and epgineering Se€F ol
and industrial production 1a the samé a‘
as we carry on discussions about edncai%s.
most patients would die, most briiges WO° 2~
fall down, and most manufacturing coB
would go baskrupt”.

]
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BOOK REVIEWS

TEE Lirr or MomEamuap By AL-HasFR.
H:xgr\. TeHE OxXFORD  UNIVERSITY
Press Pages 48. Price 9.d.

The author is a Muslim missionary
Working in Africa. Finding that the Muslim
children studying in the primary schools
there know very little about the life of
their great prophet, be has written a small
bock to snpply the necessary information on
this subject, It is written in simple English
and is based on the 1500 word vocabulary
of Oxford Pregressive English, being suita-
ble for reading in the fourth or fifth years
of English study.

The main facts about the life and teach-
ings of the prophet are told in a manner
easily nnderstood by children. And thongh
the book is primarily meant for Muslim
children, it can also be read by children
of other faiths who wish to know something
about Islam and its founder.

The value of the book is enhanced by a
sketch map of Arabia and illustrations by

. S8haw about Mecca, Medina and other
Places.

THE Boox TRrapk. ISsSUED UNDER THE
AUSPICES OF THE VOCATIONAL SERVIOR
CoumIrTkR OF THE BOMBaY ROTARY
CLUB. OxrorD UNIVERsITY PREsS, P
16. AnNas 8. ’

This booklet bas been published in the
Series, * Rotary Guide to Careers, * in which
Seven other pamphlets have already been
'Ssued, covering Architecture, Banking,
'Lavq, A.ccountancy. Engineering, Civil

Ogineering, and Mechanical Engineering.
¥ gives practical advice on the personal and
¢ducational qualifications, the opportunities
And the essential training required for the
Profession.

boTkhe parts played by the printer, the
OXseller and the pnblisher in the book
l'efe: are here explained with particular
: nstenc? to Indian conditions, A few

rations add to the value of she booklet.

. I . .
in m.3 interesting to note that the Diploma

Tioting Technology at the Government

School of Technology, Madras, seems to be
upique in India. That makes it fairly clear
that few facilities for technical training are
available in India in the art and science of
printing. As a matter of fact, the pamphlet
recommends the London and Manchester
Schools of Printing for those who are
anxious to get themselves trained.

1t is alco made fairly clear that the book
and publishing trades are ill organised
except for the purpose of preparing and
selling textbooks in this country,

The pamphlet envisages a bright futur®
‘cr the book trade in the country, but pro
bsbly only young men with a cpirit of ad”
venture will take to it in the conditions at
present prevailing in India.

The Vocational fervice Committee of the
Bombsy Rotary Club is doirg a distinct
service to the young men cobsidering the
choice of their careers, by bringing out these
pamphlets and by further offering thera such
advice and assistance as they can.

Roiv Tre Dog BY Mi1:s SHIRIN MISTRY,
Oxrorp University Press. Pr. 16,
Pricr 4 ANNas, :

This is the first of a series of stories by
Miss Shirin Micztri under the general title,
“ Vikram and his friends . It tells of how
Vikram, a young boy, made friends with
Rotu, a dog sent to him by his cousin,
Ramesh. The story is attractively told in
simple English and is beautifully illustrated
in colour. It will appeal to children in the
early years of their stady of Epglish.

Our EvEry Day Worrtp: Boox I: THR
Pizrar Box : Book 1I: Trr Bus. By
GrorrREY BouMPHREY' ILLUSTRATED
BY MarY MONEILE. Pages 32 Xach.
Price FEacH 9d. Oxrorp UNIVERSITY

Press.

In these little books the working of the
post office and the bus transport in England
are explained lucidly, interestingly and with
the aid of attractive pictures. The bcoks
are intended for children, and can be used
by these in our country in the early stages
of their study of English,
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Book 1 describes the journey of a lettar
step by step, from the time it is written by:
8 young hoy on a visit to his uncle in a
village till it reaches his mother in their
home town. Book II explains how the
Lonc}on Passenger Transport runs its bus
service. The glimpses given of the condi-
tions there suggest how backward is the

organisation of the pationalis
: on ¢ sed bus -
port in this city. trans

Tee FrencE Counrteys:
INDIRA Sankar, M.A. B(?:LCUI::A Ig;sls
ENTAL BOOK AGEncY. 9, PA!\‘OBANA!;
GHOSE Lane, CaLcuTTa. Pre. 21, Re. }
Th@s book consists of th .
by Miss Indira Sarkar, while studying i
F;ance. to her mother, and describes gh "
trips to the French countryside. As Der
Nalinaksba Datt points out in his introdn:-'
tion : * Champagne, Loirs, Barthe—snap-
shots of these thres regions are witneesgd

ree letters written

S —————
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here, Each snapshot has served t0 ¥
the French people heart to heart witd'!
ccuntrymen, They are valuable ¢
human and social gengraphy.”

The letters are full cf detailed 0%
tion and give ns charmirg ghml_)’e’"»
French landscap+ and French family <
One anecdote related by Miss Sarkar Lo
to be characterisiic of Frerch patio.
culture. At Le Mans on the Qarthe n'1
Miss Sirkar was holding a Frerch

her arms. A Frerch farmer who saW !b%
exclaimed at onc-: bo.fuj urct 18 ”"'!
(See the day and the mignt. Ths ‘Fbii
pictaresque. almnst poetiq way < f desct! 3
the contrast b-tween the dark treﬁSely

Miss Sirkar and the blon ie hae of the |
child she was holding. No oue would B
expected an Englishman to thik like ‘b_".'
Altogether an interes:ing v.110® g
intimate glimpses of the French [>€0?l° g
their bright and loy-ly country. j
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EDITORIAL

The All India Educational Conference
olding its annual session at Mysore
during the last week of

1, The this month. Twentyfour
EAH India years have passed since
ducational in December 1925 the
Conference U P. Secondary Fducation

Association " invited the
arious Provincial Teachers’ A-sociations
1 India to cend repiesentatives to Cawn-
ore to consider the decirability of estab-
shing an All-India Eederaticn”  About
1ty revresentatives met at Prithi Nath
ligh School. Cawnpore, on the 28th

;ecember‘ 1925, and founded the Federa-
on.

Revolutionary changes have taken
)11ace in India, while the Federation
‘hOWIY grew up from strer gth to strength
ihTOUgh the devoted labours of men like

el lat= Devi Prasad Khattry and Princi-
fri)adp. Szshadri. But it is surprising to
e“ that the resclutions of the tirst Con-
Ofl'?hnce still seem topical, and that many
] e problems' then discussed still elude
. uhon.“ F.or instance, one resolution
tﬁﬁds: This Conference is of opinion

at primary education should be made
Compulsory and free, at least in all muni-
tc_lpal areas, and urges upon the authori-
les concerned to take immediate steps
or it". That consummation, devoutly
Prayed for, is yet to be attained. Another
Tesolution declares: " This Conference
18 of opinion that active steps should be
aken to work out an extensive programme
of adult education in the country.” This

stili a deferred hope, after twentyfour
Years!| Many other questions, then can-

3sed, such as the problem of the

'edium of instruction, the raising of the

andard of living of the teachers. and

:e issue of security of tenure for the

*aching profession still remain unsolved.

’fge Conference this year is meeting at
istol‘matwe period in the educational
3chry of Modern India. We are about
all ange our educational system radi-
{ o 50 as to harmonise with the needs

Tee and independent India. The

Conference which met last year at Rewa
shortly after the attainment of indepen-
dence, found it too early to assess the
effects of independence on our educa-
tional system. The year that has passed
since then has shown feverish activity in
educational reform throughcut India.
While this is to be welcomed we regret
the hasty and haphazard manner in which
decisions are taken, altered, and annulled.
It has become a difficult fzat evan for
nimble wits to take note of the kaleidos-
copic changes taking place in the edu-
cational map of India. The will to actis
there : but there is no well thought out
policy. And education still continues to
be for one reason or another a reglected
(it not persecuted) Cinderella.

Elsewhere in this issue, Dr. S R. Ranga-
nathan points out that it is too early to
foresee the shape of things to be in Indian
education.' We are yet to know where the
rovolutionary zzal is going to end, and
when constructive thinking is going to
begin. Until that starts, it is idle to think
of laying the foundations for a new order
in education in this country.

It is perhaps inevitable, but neverthe-
less regrettable, that there should be an
increasing tendency to make education a
plaything of politics. In the first flush of
enthusiasm our statesmen are finding
unlimited scope for experiments in edu-
cation, and as is the fashion with some of
them, they cannot but think in political
terms. The admirable zeal for imparting
education through the medium of the
mother-tongue finds its retlection in poli-
tics in linguistic jealousies and communal
rivalries. The agitation against Hindi
and Sanskrit in Tamilnad warns us of
the danger of the mixup of politics
and education. The decision of the
Government of Madras to acquire control
over the buildings and equipment of
educational institutions from which recog-
nition is withdrawn may be another ins-
tance of this dangerous tendency. Political
motives have been read into the decision,
though the Government have disclaimed

such purposes.
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Disintegrating influences are becoming
prominent in our education increasingly.
No deubtitisin the true traditions of
Irdian culture for every linguistic area to
develcp its own individuality. To the
extent to which foreign rule and ap
impored foreign culture have kept this
heal’hy terdency down, we have to
rejoice that the ircubus has keen removed
and that freedem of opportunity has

~ arrived at long last.  But should we net
&verd curcelves at the same time against
drifting into cultural anarchy ? )

Ir the immediate past, Erglich has
served as a unifyina influerce in India.
It is irpcssible to overestimate the
services that Frolich bas dcne in this
behealf As the lancuace of administration,
education ard culture, it made all India
one in a very real sense to every edu-
cated Indian. In the more remote past.
this sarvice was efficiently disoharged by
Sanckrit. When Hieuen Tsang visited the
famous Nalanda University, he found a
scholar from Kanchipuram in the distant
south as its head. Anyone who knew
Sanskrit could make himself easily urder-
stocd throughout India. And it has to be
remembered that the unifying influence
of Sanckrit has been felt by every lan-
guage in India, whether or not it is its
lineal descendant.

With English thrown overboard, with
Sanskrit in obscurity, and with no national
l2anguage accepted. where shall we be ?
Each linguistic area will be more or less
a hermetically sealed compartment, and
Indian citizens from one area will find
themselves strangers in another. In
evelving our new system of education, we
should strive hard to devise ways and
means cof strengthening the sense of
unity which English is now fostering and
which Sanskrit used to foster in the past.
Nothing should be done to weaken that
- sense. which must be deemed to be
priority number one. -

Provincial aspirations must b rsu
s a-
ded. to accomodate themselvees ‘:3 all-
India requirements. It is obvious that
the continued study of English, wide-
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spread encouragement to the Bfuﬁé

. - tionad' "
Sanskrit, the adoption of 8 m}’] India &
mmdl

quage for the purpcse of a
mir istraticn, the accsr*arce of a €0

cet of technical terms far all the Ipzﬁ
languaces in the teachira cf St‘f;g :
S )

exchar.ges cf preatorenrs an t
amera Indisn uriversitics, and cultival
of a variety of Indian laraqueges by oS
higher educaticnal instituticrs are 30
some ! ‘he neccessary measures
achieve this.

The immediate r.eed of the hour 58%
1o be frr the Central Goverrmen
skew mere ivitiatve in shapirg the r i
crder in educaticr. They must fakeulws';
resper eibility cf preparira n CC“:{M;
tfon with prevircial ministries ardin O{Agg
ted educaticnel criricr. a blueprint Lo
five year plan of immedistely practit®
educaticnal refcrms: flexible enoudd 4
permit variations to suit lecal needst
requirements, but rigid in reSPecou]&'?
certain fundamentals. And they 8h%g
get this master plan accepte "
the provir.ces. ind.

It seems to be high time that sometheal"
is done to coordinate the Piecemthaﬁ
reforms in the educational syste™ 3
are being put through in all parts ofdmg;
country. Why should nct the I",oﬂd
National Ccngress set up an educatioty
policy committee to advise provi? 0
ministries on the reforms they areﬁzc”“i
posing and to study the all India €T 44
of every reform? And the Al h;nat
Educational Confsrence. we hope: wil o
fail to set up a committee on a morenn‘;;
less permanent basis to gather in_fo th8
tion on the numerous changes I’ ‘g
educational set-up, to encourage, t0
and to coordinate.

Him?

Doubtless it will take some mOT® ¢
for things to settle down and for 8

order to show itself. In the mean‘”g

o A

however, the All India Educationd

ference should take counsel betime®
arrest the drift towards educ?
anarchy. We trust that Sir A. Ramas¥
Mudaliar, with his wide experie?

administration, will give a definite
in the matter. :

EDITORIAL

Sincs last wa went to the press, three
notable convocation addresses have heen
delivered by Sardar Patel

2 Thrqe at Allahabad on Novem-
Convocation  ber 26th, by Chief Justica
Addresses P. V. Rajamannar at Anna-

. malainagar on December
2nd, and by Premier O.P. Ramaswamy
Reddiar at Waltair on Dec. 11th.

Sardar Patel, in a vigorous and forth-
right speech, dwelt on the urgent neads
of the hour. He pointed out that both
politically and economically we were on
the edge of a precipice. One false step
might lead to irretrievable ruin. He
warned the country particularly against
disintzgrating influences of all kinds. Our
hation had many good qualitizs, and its
heart was sound, but history tells us that
often in the past we had bartered away
our freedomjin pursuit of narrow objec-
t}VeS, internecine feuds and selfish ambi-
tions. "We must then consolidate our
treedom, build up our unity and strength,
Make yp the long leeway that is the
€gacy of the past— and make this country
a4 better and healthier place to live in

sfore we can turn to narrow objectives.”

Chief Justice Rajamannar laid stress on
the cultural unity o India and deprecated
8eparatist movements. *In the spacious

alls of the palace of Indian culture,” he
declared, ‘there is room for Valmiki and
\ambar, for Tulsi Das and Tikkanna, for
Sulcuntalam and Meghadutam as well as
for Suappatikaram and Manimekalai.” -He
urged that India’s distinctive contribution
to the world should b2 an ideal of a fully
Integrated national lite in which the
Material prosparity of all the pzople
Would bz interwoven with the highest
Cultural and spiritual valuss, a lite in

Which everyone would have sscurity and

Y, as well as self~control and peace of
mind, P

Crilt’iremier Ramaswamy Reddiar made a
8¥stecal survey of tha modarn educational
edm' While appreoiating its virtues,
rew attention to its detects—its exal-
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tation of reason over faith, its subordina-
tion of the interests of society to those of
the individual. Sponsored by Liberalism
this New Learning "bred a dogmatism
and even a certain amount of intolerance
—a dogmatism that asserted that all that
it could not reason out was lfalse, an
intolerancz that relegated as ignorance
all that it could not comprehend.”” India
was faced today with the colossal prob-
lem of establishing democracy on the
basis of adult franchise in a population of
over 300 millions. And she could suc-
ceed only to the extent that she was able
to educate properly her voters. He drew
attention to the ideals of Basic Education
which sought to bring about “a literacy
of the whole personality.” Paying a tine
tribute to Ganhiji he declared that
Mahatma Gandhi had cleared the moss
and fungus that had overgrown an ancient
system of balanced education, revealing
to the world a renewed message of
peace and hope. And he hoped that
Mahatmaji's ideals would bridge the
serious time-lag between man's intellec-
tual development and his moral and
spiritual development.

Our students should be well taught
in the process of the rebirth of Asiatic

3. The peoples and countries,
Re-birth which has culminated in
of Asia the indepandence of

India, Pakistan, Ceylon

and Burma and, one hopes, Indonesia as
well, not to spsak of the rejuvenated
Arab world. But one should carefully
note that “the economic, political and
social pholosophies and endeavours in
the different regions of the Orient are
mainly but repetitions of Eur - American
developments in their earlier stages.”
Thus we have to note that the modern
East is about "two generations bshind the
modern West in techaocracy and socio*
economic policy.” Everywhere in the
East the example of Western progress
and industrialisation and dislike of foreign
domination have bzen the main motive
forces, while the pride of Asiatic nations
in their ancient political, economic and



304

cultural achievements has been, to a
greater or less extent, ancther effective
formative force. Dr. B.K Sarkar holds
that nationalism, in so far as it is an aspect
of romanticism, is ultimately to be traced
in the main to Western education such as
bzgan to bzar fruit in the latter half of
the 19th century. and has been more or
less democratized, fiitering down to the
masses since then.

There is an analogy between the
diiferent dates for the process of transfor-
mation in the dilferent Asiatic countries
and the chronological backwardness of
certain regions in the Western European
econcmy in relation to England which
was the pioneer. Thus the logical infer-
ence is that whatever has happened in
the economic and political sphere in Eur-
America naturally would, though not in
all resp=cts, happen more or less on
similar and possibly even identical lines
in Asia and of course, in India during the
next two generations or so. The problem
of Indian statesmanship and leadership
is the proper planning ard implementing
of the next stage in the evolution of our
socio-economic and socio-political lite.
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FOR SALE
One latest mode) Underwood
typewriter Machine F’cape Size
Price Rs. 650/~

Apply to:—
P. N. GHOSE.
Typewriter dealer & Repairer

182, M. S. Paul Chowdhury Lane.

North-Bantra. HOWRAH.
Dist :—HOWRAH, INDIA.
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NEWS AND NOTES

Apotr Epucation CONPERENCE: ’

Dr. 8. R. Ranganathan, Professof _

Library Science.

THE EDUCATIONAL REVIEW

Ly v ek u

at the University of i

presides over the All India Adult Edo
Conference, meeting at Mysore at the

timse as the All

India Educational 3

rence during the last week of Decem

1948.

— i —

Sir A. Ramaswami M :
liar, Dewan of Mysoré
presides over the 14
Session of the All 1’“51
EAducational Confel'ﬂm";
which meets at M)’SO"Q:
20(h December 1943+ .

H. H, The Maharajah of Mysorés who-
opens the Conference

Swastasve e

P
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.. COMMONWEALTH
STUDENTS’ SUCCESS 1IN
BRITAIN

'lndlan students figure pro-
inently amang the group of
8¥en nationalities photogra-
hed in the garden of Croydan’s
llernational Language Club.
Jl'ol them have passed exami-
ations recently; and some have
en called to vhe lar, In the
:‘°k Tow, on the extreme lefé is
" Maksum-ul-Hakim and ffth
*om right js Harj Mohan Dhar,
W from Rengal. Second from
3ght i G. D), Patil of Bombay.
?"“Yth from right in the front
;’; i3 S. N, Modak, with S.C.

0n the extreme right and
\ K.Sarkar third from left,

£:3

YOUNGEST ALBERT
MEDAL WINNER

Eleven-years-old David Wes-
tern, a London Boy Scout,
showing the Albert Medal to
bis cousins and sister outside
Buckingham Palace after his
investiture by the King. It was
awarded to him by His Majesty
for bis bravery, last February,
when three of his friends fell
through the ice whilst skating
in Osterly Park. David dived
to the rescue, helped one of
them ashore and twice went
back with a rope for the other
two, He is the youngest ever
winner of the Albert Medal.
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SCHOOL FOR ' SAFETY
FIRST " LESSONS

Children of al} London
schools are to be invited to
classes in a new . £45.000 (about
Rs. 700,000) college *' jn
Knightsbridge where they will
be taught how to avoid the
dangers of street traffic, The
building is Rospa House, trajn-
ing centre of the Royal Society
for the Prevention of Accidents,
and is the first of its kind in the
country, Some kiddies in the
first class being taught the
Proper way to use a Crossing,
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