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Among “ others” the suggestions to train the public in austerity, °,

to nationalise the basic industries and to stop further issuesof
currency formed the main sugpestions. The Bureau ‘has  aleo
published what it chooses to cail some of the hich lights {rom the
comments which deserve perusal, . -

“The delay due to red-tapism should be avoided in meeting ont
' rigorous punishments to profiteers,” * Laws must be pro-
. mulgated to enable Government to freeze all available stocks
in the market at any time when required, giving adequate
reason for their impartial action.” )
" A dealer found to be creating artificial high prices should not
be allowed to remain open to do business,

“Want of transport is holding us up at present, ILinking up
major markets with a svstem of well-built roads will be the
most- important asset of Government both from the civil and
military point of view. This work should receive priority
over all others like the urgeccy of war-time measures.” -

“ It is mainly in the hands of individuals to for bear buying any.
thing unless absolutely necessary. This, I know, is hard to

enforce because most people, even the humble workers, have
more money to spend today than they had in pre-war days."

*Use more trahsport, and for local purpases, use some of the
ex-army trucks or lotries that are still lying rotting in various
dumps through 1ndia.”

" Government should abolish the intermediary system and arrange

to purchase the consumers’ goods directly from the manufac.
turers or producers,”

* Government have to strengthen aud harness their investigation
machinery for the detection of all sources of supply."”

- What bas been summarised and reproduced above is what the
citizens of Bombay think and what they have to say. While one
cannot assert with any certainty the Bombay citizens reflect in a
greater degree the public opinion inthe country, there is no denying
the fact one finds himself bewildered by the rising prices and has no
other alternative to offer but controls. *‘More production” is no
dwmm@e panacea. ' But production is governed by many
/{g W ana il ‘§1§Qnditions favourable are created more production

“ e &jlderness, But to depend on coatrols alone for

i i

,:7/ A? ver without mafifficyistrenuous efforts to improve production is to
fﬁ*&t the nose to spi 'ii&e face. More emphasis should be laid on
H a . ahlg 7 ) .
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The introduction of control of digributiqns of»slo‘gh'ﬁas on}::e
again afforded an opportunity _tc‘)%hg_;g_qig_mfﬁtmw serve the
community, It is learnt that the first consignment of mill cloth
from the mills will be made over to the whelesale storetsrandwtye
Triplicane Urban Co-operative Society, for sale to the public, While

- the Triplicane Urban Co-operative Society will use its branches and

depots for the purpose, the wholesale stores wi}]p &anl.(o:i? rthe
primary stores for sale to the consumers. Agregaras ititaer \‘.:()‘."1-
signmoents 2 maximuom of 50 per ceut of the quota allowed for this
province would be reserved for distribution through the co-opera-
tive stores and that they would be allowed 12} per cent. margin of
profit over the ex-mill price to be shared equally be;tv"veen the wholesale
stores and the primary stores and that in addition the wholesale
stores will be allowed to charge transport and handling charges. It
is gratifving to learn that in the co-operatives the Goyer.nment ?av.e
found an agency which can be trusted to undertake equitable distri-
bution. We have no doubt the co-operatives will rise equal to the
occasion and conduct their transactions in a manner w?rthy of t‘hﬂ'
trust reposed in them by the Government. . It 15. negdless-to Pomt
out the co-operatives will practically act as fair price shops mdlrec‘t«
ly checking the rapacity of the ordmar.y' channels‘ yvherever it
exists. Though rationing has not been introduced, it is hoped the
co-operatives will frame regulations to regulate sales only to the
neeciy and deserving and of quantities absolutely necessary. As
handloom cloth is not affected by the Control Order,.xt is hoger.i
those who can afford will go in for handloom cloth leaving the mill-
cloth to the much needed poorer classes who can never hope to buy
handloom cloth. : :

-

Yard Distribution:

It is a inatter of common knowledge that but for the active

steps taken by the Madras Provincial H:andlqom Weavers' Co~opem-.
tive Society in arranging for the distribution of yarn to weavers
co-operatives during the period of last (:or:ftrol, the weaver men‘:bers
of co-operatives would have suffered cox.amderably.' The experience
gained in this taskof equitabie distribution of yarn to co-operatives
is to be utilised for the larger purpose of distribution of yarn to all
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weavers, members and non-members”of co-operatives. ‘This addis
txou.a].. responsibility undertaken has thrown a great burden on the
S?c1ety which we trust it will bear and discharge the responsibility
with credit and justify the trust reposed in it 't;,y Governmedt. We
are informed that the Society asked for monopoly of distribution for
a period of six months and that the Government have agreed to
entrust the work ouly for three months. The task under?:aken is
stl:xpgndotx's and needs great vigilance in distribution. Th§ affiliated
co-operatives may not all be equal to the task, The Society should
be prepared to make alternative arrangements for distribution lest
the weavers may be put to unnecessary hardships, We wish well
for the Society in the great work it has undertaken and hope it will
survive the ordeal and come cout unscathed. It should be .prepared
for much ill-infogmed criticism also and bear it patiently rectifying
mistakes wherever they exist. - ST

Bombay Housing Programme :

As we pointed ouf in our last issue, Bombayv is forging ahead i
fier housing programumes, QOnly the ct;erjcfai&:L}:;ic:f:jli }:Elljjlit:;
f{jr Labour an_d Housing announced in a press interview that the

' ifjovaerzﬂzmlﬁ»ni.oi »Bambay hopes not ouly te expedite but also to
expand its -housing programme, making a total outlay of between
Rs. 7 and Ru. 8 creres io ene year, if the request to the Ceutre f;;t
a loan of Rs. 4 crores is favourably considered. [t has been eﬂtimf;-
ted that 4,00,000 tenements are required to satisfy the imm:ediaie
housing needs of the four industrial areas’in the Province—Bombay
Ahmedabad, Sholapur and Hubli, not to speak of the housing needs:
of other cities like Foona, The programme of the Government

envisaged the construction. of 1,25,000 tenements in a period of five
yearsand that of these 15,000 were to be put up Iby tlie Govern--

ment, As part of the post-war recoustruction programme a provi-
sion of R,S' 4 crores spread over five years has been made and to
_ supplement this a loan of Rs, 4 crores has been asked for. We are
greatly struck by the optimism of the' Hon’ble Mr. Nanda, when ke

announced that-the preseut housing programme would be scrapped-

in favour of a more ambitious' one as he was confident of securing
building materials fast enough to complete the progf;mmé far i;
advance of the fivesyear period. How we wish the Government of
M,a'dras al-so launches a similar programme of house construction
\xs_zﬂh.out still continuing to consider the recommendations of the Pro-
vincial. Housing Committee. What is necessary is well-concerted
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action to produce quick results. Housing shortage has been acute for
some time and there appears to be no prospect of improved
supply of accommodation. 7

Ceonsumers' Cao-operatives:

The growth of the Consumers' Movement in the Province has

"been phenomenal, Evep though controls have been removed and
‘the favoured treatmentthe consumers’ co-operatives received is no

longer available to a large extent, the Movement has not happily
shown any decided signs of retrogression as will be evident from.the
monthly official reviews we have been almost regularly publishing.
As already mentioned, the choice of consumers’ co-operatives for the
purpose of distributing mill-cloth will give greater fillip to. its
strength.. . It is gratifying the example of Madras is to be followed
in the United Provinces. But the set-up is slightly different in that
members attached to a shop run by the society will elect delegatesto
represent them in tite General Body of the Society, We give below
he scheme of thre-Tuited-Provinces, ‘ :
“ Membership of these co-operatives will be open not only to the
rationed population but to others as well residing within the
operational feld of a sociely in case it s able to cater for
- their essential requirements.

In areas where the public is interested in forming such co-operas
tive societies officers of the Co-operative Department will give
ali possible help by way of advice and guidance.

A primary Consumers’ Co-operative Society will be formed it
eack sub-ared (of the rationing department} which will cover
a population of 10,000 to 20,000, Kach such society will
control from ﬁve to ten shons and cach shop will cater for
the requirements of 200 to 500 families.

The following are some of the rules guiding the coustitution of

the Co-opcratives. ' : ’

(i) Members of families attachad to'a shop will elect delegates to
represent them in the General Body of the' Society, .

(ii) Delegates representing members attached to various shons
located in. the area of operation of the primary society will
constitute the General Body of that society and will elect a
Board of Management..

in order to secitre uniformily in the functioning of these con.

sumers’ co-operatives throughout the province the Governe
ment has framed model by-laws.”” o
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The Gevernment ol’ the United Provinces have advised people
to orgaunise consumers’ ‘co-operative societies which will have the
.full support of the Government and to whom will be entrusted the
work of distributing all essent‘ml commadities including cloth.

Scavengers and Co-operation: . .
‘ We have published the second part of the Repoit. cxe.zlmgr thh
_the: economic condition of scavengers compiled as a result of a
survey specially carried out some vears ago. As we stated in intro-
ducing the survey, there has been no app"ecmble change in the lot
of the scavengers and facts mentioned ‘in the Report exist even to-
day. The main part of Harijan weltare should be the economic
uplift and it is hoped the Government and the public will spare no
efforts to tacLle the proolem of indebteduess among the scavengers,

" Resettlement: ' « o

We are glad to publish elsewlere accounts of two societies for
ex=service men sponsored by the Re.sertlenrcut- Ihfectonn;c ‘The
results may not be imposing; but these attempts to tehahmmm
those who gave their all during the War form. part of a moral obli-
~ gation: while incidentally it solves the problem of nunemployment.-
Co-operativ- audit:

The need to separate audit from administration has 1"c¢-1ved
muverss.l support But it is contended that at the top the control

nay bavested in the Registrar of Co-operative Societies, constituting

the department into two distinct branches, We understsnd this subject
received the careful and anxious cousideration of the Reorganisation

and Retrenchment Committee. appointed by the Government of -

Madras which seems to have obtained every available expert
-advice on the question. We do not want to anticipate the recom-
mendation of the Committee. Whatever that may be, we have no
doubt co-operators will be interested to read what the Indian
- Co-operative Review wrote. as .far back as June 1938, "It was then
edited by the veteran co-operator the late Mr. V. Ramdas Pantuli.
The views then c-xpresmd merit’ every consideration even to-day.

If we are to have a \ahmtary and autongmous Audit Federation,

: it must be on a provincial scale and’ it is best associated with
. the Provincial Co-operative Union or Institute, which may
" pool the audit 'fees levied on all societies in the Province,

- appoint a graded and competent staff’ to audit the various
classes ef societies, big and S,m,?‘ll; not only to audit but to
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offer every advice on the lines of Continental co-operative
auditors, who themselves educate or work_in harmony with
the Fducational advisers of the Unjon., This is, perhaps,
crying for the moon just ut present, when all non.official
enthusiasm has been chilled by the depression and it

disastrous consequence's. ,

It is natural that insuch an atmosphere audit by a purely or thinly

veiled, official agency must dominate, = Apart from “the loss of
democratic ideals which co-operation is expected to foster,
there are other grave defects associated with Government
audit, Recruitment of co-operative staff, in recent yearsin
particular, has not been made on grounds of general efficiency
proficisncy in auditing work, but on communal and other or
irrelevant considerations. A Government Inspector is ex-
‘pected to be a jack of all trades in turns or even simulta.

' neously. Not only the work of supervision but even adminis

tration is often combined with the work of audit. Indepen-
dent of audit is impossible where the auditor is but a petty
clerkt subordinate to the district Co-operative official who is
in a way responsible for the proper conduct of societies in
the district, There are now a number of big- societies and
even financing banks in administrative charge of co~operative
officials, specially lent by the Department. Departmenta)
loyalty is sure to stand in the way of a frank and full
exposure of defects in the working of such institutions,  We
have personally come across cases where obvious and glaring
defects in the working of financing banks have not been
brought to light by departmental auditors.

If the investing public and the members of societies themselves

still have wmore faith in Government audit than in any other,
it is time the Government audit staff is. divorced from the
administrative staff and something like the system of audit
of Toocal Bodies by an independent Government staff is set
up. The recruits should be fully trained in Co-operative
theory and practice as well as in the technique of audit, so as
to be of some service in setting right and improving the
affairs of societies in an advisory capacity. The scale of fees
prescribed should have regard ta the time and labour
involved in audit and to the ability of the societies to pay,
which does not depend merely on their turn over. A separate
department or section presided over by a Chief Auditor or
Auditor General of Co.operative Societies is certainly
. preferable to the existing anomalies of Audit,
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A Personal Explanation:

The editorial note in the June issue of the Journal dealing with

the principle of honorary work has given cause for misuncerstanding.

A letter on the subject has also been published wnder correspon-

dence. If the note is read in the context of Mr. Ryan's speech,

there is nothing to find fault with. The valued correspondent

himself sees nothing wrong to remunerate sincere workers and

retaining their valuable services instead of losing them. Mr. Ryan

quoted in his speech instances to prove that if we want progress we

must pay the workers and how thé commission given to the milk

panchayatdar and the marketing JPanchayatdar - had secured solid

results, There is nothing mherentlv wrong to receive pavment

either as honorarium or salary for good service done. The fact that
a persou receives remuneration for work done does not in any way
lessen the value of services rendered. Those who can afford to
render service without payment are welcome to do so and all honour
to them. But it will be conceded the work in all co- -operatives is
day by day becommg complex and onerousand the need for payment
" for work done is increasingly felt to secure the attention the work
demands. Even members of lecrxslature are paid salaries and the
receipt of salaries has in no way affected their reputation. Nor has
it been considered derogatory to their self-respect patriotism and self
sacrifice, On the other hand the salaries have enabled. them to devote
more time and attention to public work, Itis time _we cease to be
sentimental and face facts however unpleasant they may be. What
is more important is work done, be it honorary or paid. There is
mich practizal wisdom in Mr. Ryan’s observation that ‘to accelerate

progress and to secure solid results, it will not do to be tied, as in

the past, to the principle of honorary work. If we want progress,
we must pay the workers.’

I regret very much the above views are not shared by the
Executive Committee of the Madras Provincial Co-operative iJniou
who wish to dissociate themselves, Personally I still feel these views
are correct and before long they are bound to receive general
recognition. In the absence of clearly expressed views of the Executive
Comuittee on most topics, the position of the Editor is extremely

difficult for he has often to take a line of hisown which may or may'

not be relished by sonie prominent members who had different views

and feel aggrieved as it has happened in the present instance, The
less said the better for things are what they are and it is the part of
wisdom to take note of them. e Lo
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Eca “i')d’ilﬁ x,mcntmn ol Scavengers.

Anc i; into the econem mic sendition of thy scaveagers residing i the
o Et s'mds bisdness to professienal money-

Chaslai area with special reierents
lenders, ) ‘o T

{Repori dated l-»??--i‘)}‘?'ry A, P Bma’ whramanicm, 8. A {Hens.)
(Ccuopsmt ve Dedbartincit, 2dras.) Sccremry j‘im Madras Corporativi

fabourer's Co-operative aecze.*y Lid., Madrasl}

(Cusiinued from June 1548 tss,a

Nature of Indebiedness. 0
(a} Surety Debt,—The scavengers are in indebted only to local
indigenous money-lenders. Not a single 1nstance is noticed where

‘a scavenger is indebted to a Marvari (GUJarathk Sowcar) a Pathan

or a Multanee. The reason is that the latter class. of monev-leuders
do not ordinarily lend money except on the swunty of some tangible -
property. The scavenger owning no property which he could offer
as security for the debts he wants'to contract, approaches a local
money-lender through some oi the latters’ agents. ILately, however,
the Pathan monev-lenders are also reported to be entering the field.

 Euquiries show that some of the scavengers residing in other areas

of the City are borrowing small suins of nmoney f{rom the Pathan
monev-lenders. It appears that these money-lenders do not lend

more than Rs. 40 to an individual.

It is of interest to note that the aoevts of the monev-]enders are
themselves scavengers. These agents, it is said, get -some commis-
sion from the monev-lenders as well as from the borrowers for the
transactions effected through them. In some cases, the remunera-

"tion given by the money- .lender to the agent is in the shapeof a

lement treatment towards the latter in regard to the repayment of
loans ot instalment of loans taken by him. In one case the agent
is reported to have been..paid a monthly remuneration by the
money-lenders. The latter also make strenuous attempts to see
that- their agents get into the directorate of  the Co-aperative
Socwtv so that they can see 10 the admission of all the persons
mdebted to them into the society and get loaus sanctioned to them ;’
the amounts of which can be passed on easily to their hands., Itis
reliably stated that in the last election of directors ot the society the’
Reddies who do a predominant portion of money lending business’
in the Choolai area financed 11be1a11v one Chenchala VenLa'lquu

.
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who is at present one of the directors of the society and worked
vigorously for his return to the directorate.

.. The money-lender is carefal to obtain the security .of 2 or 3
personal sureties for every loan given by him and gets a pronote
executed therefor, The borrower or the sureties are seldom aware of
the actual contents of the document executed for the debt. Mention
“has beert made already of the rank illiteracy of the scavengers, This
together with their habit of drink is éleverly exploited by the money

lender to his advantage and it is widely complainhed that the loan

amount mentioned in the pronote vvill"in_variably be far above the
actual sum lent to the scavenger. Fven in the rate of interest there
is a difference between what is actually expressed to the borrowers
and what is mentioned in the pronote. Ordinarily the rate of inte-
rest collected by the money-lender is 2 annas per rupee per mounth,
The money-lenders after lending money effect regular collections
from the scavengers by presenting themselves at the conservancy
depots on pay days and knocking away from their borrowers what
little that they get as their wages for the month.  Instances are re-

ported where some scavengers do not go to their homes for one or -

two days after they have received their pay for the fear of the money»
lenders. The money-lender does not give any receipt for the
collections he now and then makes even when demanded nor does
he render proper accounts even orally. It appears that he would
only say in a stentorial voice that collection-effected were appropriat.
ed to the interest dues outstanding in the loan. After some months
the borrower is told that there are large interest arrears due in his
loan and he is asked to execute a fresh pronote for a higher sum
which includes the interest arrears due on the loan plus the original
amount lent with fresh'sureties wherever possible. He has ueither
the knowledge of the real meaning of the bond nor has he the power
to check the illegitimate addition to his debt, The old pronote is
not cancelled and returned to the borrower. Harrowing tales are
told of harassment and coercion of borrowers who try to evade their

monthly repayments to the money-lenders. The ‘mouney-lender and ..

his agent try to catch hold of the defaulter in the early morning
hours at his residence, remove him to a place in their own residence,
keep.him the whole day in the place without giving him food or
shelter intimidating him with physical punishments all the “time,-
The borrower loses his pay and his food for the day. In the evening
his dependents scenting his absence from duty and his detention in
the house of the money-lender helplessly run to his rescue and by’

[
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furnishing one or two good sureties afresh anfi executing a‘lhfreslz
bond, obtain his release. , Once a borrower gets 1nto t_he clutches o ‘
the monev-lender it is hardly possible for him to get out of them :?t
any time,'for the money-lender i$ ever forging fresh fetters on his
legs.b So far, about the debt incurred by the scavenger or the secu-
ritv of pegsonal sureties.

(b) Mortgage debt.~Coming to ~t'he mortgage debt -of ‘tl.xe
scavenger one comes across almost a sirmlar. set of t-acts roticed in
the case of surety debts. It was only in the days before tht_z
introduction of flush-out latrines in the City when the scavenger was.
commanding a decent income through %1ouse.s.ca.vengxngf, tha‘lt..hﬁ
‘was in possession of sugplus funds which he utilised together -wit |
borrowed funds for constructing dwelling ho'uses. .The.houses that
are now occupied by the scavengers in Govindapuram fm(di
Angalamman Koil hutting ground areas were mostly CQ?E_IStl’}lLtE:
only in this period. In almost all the cases of hotlse.construcm.m, a
sr:a;'»mger was not in possession of all the funds that were necessary
therefor. Any amount required over and above that whxs:h he had,
he borrcwed from the local money-lender on the sec.ur'lty of the
house and a mortgage deed was then exc_cuted and regxstered‘gm the
Sub-Registrar’s Office nearby.  Enquiries s.how ‘that even 1111 the;
case of documents registere\d in the Sub Registrar'’s of?ice the actua ‘
contents thereof were scarcely expressed or m.ade known to the
'borrower. Even the rate of interest mentioned in the decafl was not
divulged. The rate of interest collected by the money—lgpqerl;m t;)e
movtgage debt is reported to be 2 or 3 per cent per month, In
coutse of time the interest due on the mortgage 10;an accumulates
and the scavenger finds himself unable to clear the interest arrears.
Pressure comes from the money-lender who calls.up('m t.he debtor to
execute a {resh mortgage deed for au amotfnt which is equal to 'the
interest arrears plus. the amount of principal notec} in the previous
deed. This time it is usufructuary mortgage that is effected. The
debior-owner of the house becomes at once a tenant of the money
lender and begins to pay monthly reat to the latter. In the course‘-
of the enquiry, scarcely was a scavenger able to state the amount

" bo-rowed bv him from the monéy-lender, the circumstances under

which it was borrowed and the purpose and the rate of interest in
reuardb to his mortgage debt. They make it appear that they were
élrinvariablv defrauded from start to finish by the money lender and

his agent or agents...
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: ".Ev?n in the case of mortgage debt it is reported that receipts
are not issued to the debtor for the monies paid by him on account
of the loan, nor is he furnished accounts regarding the appropriation
of the payments made by him or of the present outstanding in his
loan or interest arrears. It is said that all the payments made by
the debtor in the case of a usufructuary mortgage debt are treated
as rent due by him, In one or two cases the scavengers orbduced
account note-books wherein entries reported to have been ‘made by
the creditor specifving the date and the amount of collection made
were seen. ‘These collections are appropriated to remt dues,
Nothing is known of the amount due in the mortgage debt under
interest or principal. Thus the scavenger leads his life in lie long
- bondage to the local money-lender never thinking for a moment of
his utter destruction or any means of delivery therefrom,

Debt contracted for the puréhase of house— Scavenging rights,

The scavenger gets into indebtedness in another maunuer also
and thereby reduces himself to the position of a serf all through his
life. A peculiar feature observed in the business of house-sc:veno-
ing is the prevalence of a kind of monopoly which reminds o;e

of the medieval times, The monogpoly commencesin the foilow-.

ing manner. . A scavenger who. first procures a house scavenging
job in a street. spreads his business in course of time and does
scavenging for a vumber of housesin the locality. He thus comes
to enjoy a monopoly of house scavenging in that particular area
with the result that other scavengers ﬁud it difficult to get any
house stavenging business in - that }mahtv As house sca ucin;r
is a source of supplementary income to a scavenger he is anxious to
get some business at all costs and goaded by this anxiety approaches
the mouopolist and agrees to abide by the terms that mav be dictated
by the latter, The mounopolist then sells his right of house-scavencr-
ing in respect of some houses in return for a decent sum of money.
Thus he puts his brother-scaveriger to the nen.esmty of borrowma
money in order to purchase from him the right of house scavenging,
Sometimes the right of house-scavenging is not sold by the mbon;.
polist but leased out for a definite sum to be paid monthly to him by
the lessee. By entering into a lease of this kind the scavenger only
_courts @ list of slavery v.,hxch it becomes difficult to shake off at any
subsequent time, for, if he fails to pay the lease amount any month
he becomes a perpetuai debtor to the monopolist, Though  there is
no legal sauction for all these malpractices, yet, for want of a
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_ques"tionind spirit on the part of the scavenger these practices

acquire the force of convention or law in the society of the scaven-
gers and they dare not disobey them. No scavenger can attempt to
do house-scavenging in a house where it is being done already by
another even if the house owner is willing for a change. The
whole monopoly possesses the rigidity of an.age long social custom
and passes from father to son as a matter of hereditary right.

Romedies,

(a} Co-operative maovement—ihe only agency of uplift == ’
-Having regard to the economic condition of the scavenger detailed
above, his drinking habit, his imprudence and improvident expendi-

ture aud chronic indebtedness, drastic steps have to be taken to
ensure him a decem living an to relieve him from indebtedness to

“the usurions mouey-lenders and the comsequent servitude. The

co-ooeratwe eocxew though it has failed so far to play its legiti-

rate role of bnttermu tiie economic condition of its members, is still
the onlv agency thrcmtrh whxch aay n*:provemcnt in ithe economic
condition of the ~4caver1<rers could:"be brought about and their
redemption from age- long debts workéd out, The present co-opera-
give society it should be stated is not the result of any conscious
endeavour of the scavengers to better their economic condition. Itis
au institution whose significance they caunot understand, and whose
potentialities they are not able to appreciate, It was supérimposed
upon them and it has led its dreary existence of dealing out credit

~in season aund out of season for all imaginary purposes without

even touching the fringe of the problem of their indebtedness. It
has onlv coutribute indirectly to the perpetuation of their indebted-
ness to the professional money-lenders. A mere credit society with
the management vested in an elected directorate is an institution ill
suited to deal with the problem or the indebiedness of the scavenger.,
In fact, its very democratic management has wrought considerable
mischief all these vearsand it is sraught with inunense danger in the
future.

(b) Relief of outside indebtedness.—~The first step to be taken
in the direction of reform is to prepare a programme of celief of the
outside indebtedness of the scavenger. The amount involved in the
suretv debt of an individual scavenger who runs a family will not be
more than Rs. 150. The society can without difficulty commend
the necessary finance to take over his burden of debt. Provision
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. can, also be made for taking over the mortgage debt of the scavens
- gers... But the question is not so simpie; it bristles with difficulries.
It ta not 50 much the redemption of outside debt that is the point to
be co\trésmered as a relapse into it which should be provided against.
No amount«of peruasive propaganda will bring home to’ the
scave*iger tnq evil consequences of a relapse into indebtedness. It
s, 1ot iy mtehtmu to belittle the importance of propaganda. But
' the fdct that pmnavanda in the case of scavengers has not yielded
v the exoected fesulta cannot be lost sight of. It avbears, therefore,
necess'\rv ‘that Jt should be laid down by the Corporation as one of
1ts seryice cordmuns that if, aiter the outside debt of the scavenger
dxschdrqed bv ‘the (:o-opv;ranw* society, he again contracts debts
OuthdL the semetx, his’ serwcﬂs m the (,orporanon will be termi~
.natéd. The Comhrauon owes puty to the public and to the scaveng
::ggmmumtv that ,}:hﬁ menanezoi mtmbtenneus and poverty among ltb
anlovcewshomd be tack 1eu§ny it and that proper steps are taken
£or preventing these men:nlf‘*{rom being dragged again into the mire

uf mc.eluednes to the p.ufpssxrmq] Inoney-lenders, It is a bloton’

" the municipal administratied 6t ‘the City that this question, which

" atff*c‘tq 50 mm-b, thie economic welfare and prosperity of its m ema.fs_,, '

.t as uot received the amount of attention that . demands, .-

1’_;_ {c} Welfare Work—Another service condition which the
Cmnoratmu will have tc stipulate is that thev should not go to
;u,my person or institution other than the co-operative society
“{unctioning for them for any financisl aid. It is necessary also
‘that the present democratic character of the management of the
society should be suspended until such time that members receive
sufficient ‘eddcation and get a spirit of enquiry so as to exercise
nnuhoenuv .:he powers vested in them as members of a co-operative
society, - Ax‘éducated, intelligent, and eritical electorate is necessary
{or the suc;ee/:,iml working of a democracy. Without this precedent
:"democracv only decrenerates into an exploitation of the many by a
few. At present the members aré simply tools in the hands of un-
scrupulus persous who are more orten friends of money lenders than
of themselves and who make use of their influnce to get into the
directorate of the society. ~ A committee of management consisting
" ¢f the headf of fhe denm tments of the Corporation in which the mem-
beis of the society are employed has to function in the interregnum
during which the present elected Board of Directors of the Society
" will stand superseded. The appointment of a Welfare Officer by
the Corporation is a measure which'is long overdue,” The Welfare
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‘Officer wxll be the x-ojﬁcw President of the socxcty and as he will

be in charge of the affairs of the co-operative society, he must possess
a working knowledge of corporation. Weliare work among the
scavengers is a crying need and it can best be attended to through

the medium of the co-operative society, What lines this Welfare
work among the scavenger should follow is explained in the suc-.

ceeding paras.

(d) A Multi-purpose Society.—If the Co-operative Scciety is

to be really useful to its constituents it should be what is called a .

multi-purpose society and take over the financing of the entire
economic needs of the scavenger. For instance aifter redeeming his
outside indebtedness it should undertake to supply foed and clothing
required by him., The funds necessary to need his urgent and cere-
monial expenses should also be provided for him. Here comes the
question of the necessity of watching the unlxsatxon of the funds bor-
rowed by the scavenger.

(e) Utilization of loans given by the Co-operative Society

Need for controlled credit.—Having regard to the extravegance of

the scavenger on ceremonial occasions it is'necessary that the utili-

sation of the loans taken by him should be watched. This work will
have to be attended to by the welfare staff of the Corporation
proposed to be inaugurated.. Again a schedule has to be prepared
in advance where in the amount which is barely necessary for the
conduct.of the ceremony will be fixed after proper enquirv. The
scavenge should not be allowed to s spend more than the amount fixed
in the schedule. . In this respect the society will work on the lines

of a better living society. Credit given to the scavenger should be

controlled at every stage.

(f} Thrift—The next important question to be considered is
the promotion of the LaLit of thrift amongst the scavengers. This
thrift'will be compulsory in character and tie wimoust cellected as
thrift fund cannoot be diawn upon or with drawn until the retirement
of the member from the service of the Corporation. A scheme of iife
assurance can be linked to this thrift system. The question of the
pernicious drinking habit{of the scavenger presents Jot of difficulties.
He cannot be persuaded to Jgive up this habit by any amount of
propaganda. In this connection the reformer eagerly looks forward
to ‘the introduction of Proh-bltlon in the City., Baut that will

"be only marking time. !t The proper reform will be that no cash
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should be left in the hands of a scavenger from the pay that is paid
to bim by the Corporation every month, His pay will be received

by the co.operative society and any surplus left after meeting his
dues to the society will be kept in 2 separate account to be returned
to him in the shape of some properties useful to the scavenger or
after his retirement from service.

(2) Subsidiary occupation—~The scavenger has enough liesure
which he can usefnlly utilise in engaging himself in some subsidiary
occupation. The enhancement of his earning capacity is as much a
necessity as his relief from his chronic indebtedness. "Cottage
industries like coir-making, rope-making and hand spinning may be
introduce under the aegis of the co~operab’ive society which will

undertake to market the finished products turned out by the’

scavenger.

(k) Money-lenders’ bill.—It is also necessary to check the
usurious ways and other malpractices of the professional money-
lenders who so much abound in the City. Recently public attention

was drawn by the District Andhra Congress Committee to the preva-

lance of usury and harassment of debtors by the monev-lenders in
the City., The nature of these malpractices has been described at
length in the foregoing paras. In the case of scavengers and other
illiterate debtors the Madras Debtors Protection Act is only a dead

letter. A monéy-lenders’ bill embodying striugent provisions must
be enactedifortwith to check the evils of usury. Some of thé cardi- .

nal provisions and principles embodied in the Madras Agriculturists’
Debt Relief Act of 1938 may have to be incorporated herein. The
legislation should include among others the following .—

1. Hach money-lender should take out a license from Govern.
‘ment, Unlicenced money- -lenders, should be pumshed
with imprisonment.

2. A maximum rate of interest should be fixed for the loans
issued by the money-lenders.

3. The need for the maintenance of correct accounts and issue
of receipts and pass books for the recoveries effected by
the monev-lenders shouid be stressed and penalty fixed

-for any default,

4 An inspecting staff should be appointed by Government to
make periodical yisits of i inspection to the money-lender’ s
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place of business to see that the provisions of the money-
lenders’ Act haveé been complied with.

~.5. All haras-‘ment coercien aud exaction should be treated as
offences under the act punishablé with imprisonment.

() Scaling down of debt.—~The next question to be considered
is the scaling down of debt. A committee of non-official gentlemen
should be appomted forthwith by Government with powers to make
necessary enquiries into the matter and to scale down the scavengers
debt, The dept so scaled dawn will be discharged by the Co-opera-
tive Society of which the debtor will be a member, This Committee
will of course work on the lines of Debt Conciliation Boards function.
ing in the mofussil in respect of agricultural debt. . -

Conclumon. :

It is true that most of recommendations made herein above to
improve the economic condition of the scavengers are rather too’.
rigid and too drastic but it must be repiembered that a drastic remedy
has to be administered to cure a chrom' disease. The evils that are -
eating into vitals of the scavenger commumty can be combated with
suceess only by ddaptmﬂ the drastic ‘measures cugtres*ed In’ the
first place a monatorium should be granted by the Government in
respect of the debts due by the scavengers to the money-lenders and
the situation reviewed exhaustively hefore the above measures are
adopted. Sporadic ameliorative attempts and piecemeal reforms will
do sood to nome. ‘The emancipation of the scavenger* x’mm “his
present economic thraldam should be as much the concern of the
co-operators as it is of the Municipal Corporation, Government and
the public and co-operation is the ~only penacea for all the ills that

the scavenger 1% a victim to, '

@
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' . Some Practical Suggestions for the formation of
' Co-operative Farms. .-
BY C. W. B. ZACHARIAS,

-

} Takmv all c:rcumstances into account co-opentwe farming or
joint cultivation appears to be the only feasible alternative available
to the country to the existing’ small.scale individual cultivation.
That has been recognised bv.the many committees and conferences
which have recommended its adoption. Theoretically providing all

effective safeguards of efficient farming; it suffers from a complete

lack of proof regarding its suitability to Indian. conditions or its
immediate or ultimate superiority over individual farming. Co-
operation as a form of association or business organization is familier
to the Indian cultivator, but the type of co- operative experiencc be
‘has is altogether insufficient to ensure success in the new adventure.
Nords.there any foreign example to serve as inspiration,. The
Cartels and Collectives of Soviet Russia and the small-holders’
settlements of Palestine are the nearest approach to such farms.
But Russian success was due to the peculiar quality of the Russian
social and political system and the political power behind the joint
farming movement there——circumstances which have no counterpart
in this country—and in Palestine conditions prevalent were those
associated with new. settlements backed by much wealth and great
enthusiasm., The few attempts made in Bombay are not all of the
pure type and are still in their infant stage to serve as models.

‘ The inauguration of co-operative farming in this country, there-
fore, must proceed on the tacit assumption that it is an altogether
new experiment, that the early attempts are going to be crucial to
the whole movement and that they need all the fostering care that
can be given both in their formation and subsequent working., In
view of this the pronosal to operate a degree of compulsion in their
formation made in some quarters would appear to be altogether
premature. ‘The only justification for compulsion would be assured
business success and lack of response to the voluntary movement.
Early attempts at formatidn therefore should be on a voluntary basis
and should be made only in areas of specjal facility and after the
creation of favourable conditions. In this article some suggestions

are made on that behalf,
A co-operative farm to be an optimum business unit must be. at

Jeast a hundred acres in size. To get such an area. together in a™
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“part-time) at 12,7 million for Madras, the net area sown per la
is szen to work out to 2.5 acres. 1Jnder a more intensive methed of
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compact block on au average 25 families must join the society. The
average size of a patta in the Madras Presidency is abont 4 acres,.
and conditions in other Provinces wiil nat be very different. The
average however has.no concrete existence, and in wany localities a
larger number of families alone will be able to contribute the
required acxe'ag(- But since large and small farms are intermixed
a mewmbership of 25 landholders may be taken as the minimum for a
society,

This membership should be partly made up of working land-

holders and partly of non-working owsiers. In the early stages it .

would be wise to exclude tenants and landless labourers from
membership as they cannot contribute any land to the society but
only labour. The presence of non-working owners ¥ desirable {n
order to ensure the optimum labour-land ratio in the farm. The
labour-land ratio will depend on the technique adopted, and so no
hard and fast rule can be laid down regarding it. But having in
view the imperative necessity there is, to minimize dlsplctcement of
labour and adopt a technique which as the Central Food Minister
recently stated, would obviate dependence on the scarce foreign
supplies of machinery, it seems advisable to gschew mechanization

- and- introduce intemsive scientific methods of farming. The

cotaponents of such a techuique would be improved seed, intensive
mauuring, both artificial and natural, more efficient implements and

© cattle power, intensive application of ‘labour, greater care and

attention in cultivatiou and fuller exploitation of land and its powers,
Undler this technique, the increase in yield or the economy in cost
will not be spectacular, but would nevertheless be appreciable euough
to establish the superiority of co-operative farming. The sa aving in

.the number of labour force, its fuller utilization, the elimination of

bunds and.boundarles and the other results of scientific agriculture and
more eﬁicxeut management would themselves be well worth having,

Under this technique the optimum labour-land ratic on an
average basis may be assumed to be 3.3 labourers to 10 acres. This
ratio will not hold in all areas. In dry areas under dry ’farmmg the .
labour ratio will have to be less and on the heavy soils of the delta
regions where intensive rice culture is practised it will have to be
more, But estimating the agricultural labouring population
(including working ownets and tenant workers, both full. tuge and

aurey
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farming aud greater economyin the employment of labour, the
. optimum acreage per labourer under average conditions may be placed
at 3 acres. Oun this basis only 33 labourers would be recuired on the
100 acre farm, and this number can be contributed under present
conditions by 10 families. The average size of au agricultural family

as revealed by the recent enquiry into the rural indebtedness of the

Presidency is 6.2, aud if we assume that a family will have 3 adult
workers and a child of working age, it will be casy for 10 families to
contribute the required number, The remaining 15 families mcludnd
in the membership should, therefore, be non-workers. -

The problem is to get together in a sogiety such a composite
membership. One way in which the proper labour-land ratio may
be maintained is by taking into the farm some new assignmnents of
land. Where societies are started on the fringes of cultivation, it
wiil not be difficult to include within the form some new land
capable of being brought under the plough. These need not
however be any insistence on this, for if a 100 acre farm can be
formed in occupied area alone with the proper labour-land ratio, the

need for new assignments will hardly arise, But where it is dificnlt,

to do it, new assignments will help.
Aun identical result will be obtained if the society should take ou

lease aud cultivate as part of the farm, land belonging to adjacent '

large holders. But the rents payable on such leases should be deli-
berately fixed lower tham—what the owners can obtain through
membership.

/ For the successtul working of a farn and its efficient manage.
went both the non-working large & gders :nd the working small
holders should be induced fo join the society. Such in aducements

are {0 be started and the offer of certain paoltive and nepative

The location of sosielies or farms may be carried oui ou the
fcnnomng considerations 1=
(1) The existence in the village of a considerable npumber of
holdings owned by uomcu]twatmg small proprietors, especially
urban folk, ' o
(2) Wide prevalence of fragmﬂntatxon under which even
arge holders may have thefr land in scattered bits,

(3) The existetice of a large number of uneconomic holdings

o
o>

whose owners will find r’u‘ﬂ employment on a co-operative farm. -

§

[=2)

riven through the proper selcrtxo of h e vidage=s where the -

s

¢
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. (4) Availablhty of land contwuous to the occupmd area  for :
L new dssigaent. :

(5) Facility for .‘oringing such new laud into cultivation
through extension of irrigational facility, etc, ~

(6) Uniformity in croppiny.
7% (7) Familiafity with co»operalstive credit, anarketidlg, supply,

o Et,r" .

. Positive inducements to both large aud small holders to join
the society may be given by the offer of’ s .

(1) a Government graut to meet the mmal cost of formation
and Iayout of the farm ; -

" (2) a bonus for three or five years per acre of land contri-

.buted, to be paid by the Governnient through the society it addition

to the payments due to members from the somety in respect of
labotir or land contribution ;

(3) grants and loans by the Government for the coustruction
of wells and other land improvement, and loans for the purchase of
seed, manure, 1mniements, cattle, ete., at reduced rates of interest;.

(4) remission of land ‘revenue for a few years on laud in-

corporated in a co-operative- farm, and reduced water rates or free

" supply of water tota diited period ;.

-

’)cp'{*tmmt;; and o7

(8) ratmwas séientific and technical ady

sice b 1 Government
through af‘mcr:, of the Agrieuiiural, Veterinary an

Co~e;r)°mt:w:

\(‘,)- sale at ujng ston rates of seed manure, 1mvkmeuts, etc.
To these positive, Jencﬁts may be gdded 2 few aegative benefits
such as denial of membership of fafd mortgage bauha to small

.holders of such.logalities,. groﬁxb\ o0, of small tewaut fariningig

those areas. «‘euml of extenston of irrigational facili itjes excepl to
co-(_\pe,mtwe. mrm 5y atﬂup'\ve of taceavi loans and the special leoaus

“uuder the Grow More Food. Caurpaign toindividual farmers, etd.

As has been scen in Rusqm theie negative benefits will be as offiea-
clous dx lhc puztme ones in himnlam mg the farmsand muu\.m"tne
dn“culm ists to jcuh To induce t e large bolders also to join in

large numbers permission may be accordea to surrender only part of

thieir holdings to the society, provided however the rem?g,del is
large umuuh to be worked as ag efficient farm.  These large holders
whose: ho‘c.mg are fm«rrm:nxed may av’nl themse,ves of thxs coy-
cession.. S ‘ .

oo

To give nubhmty th these measures and make the acrrxbul'tnri.,ts;

zalize the advantages accruing to them through mem?ser‘:hm Hatens
swv- propagauda should- be. catried on for whlch a special staff
Attachcd to the Co- karauve Demrfment slmuld be appointad,

ot
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Ressitlement of Ex.servicemen.
The Tirnmangalakottai Ex-sorvicemen's Co-operative Agriciltural
Colonisaticn Socisty.

His Excellency the Governor's Visit.

el
Mth June 1948 was a gala day for the men, women and children of the
Ex-servicemen's Co-operative Colony at Tirumangalakottai in Tanjore
district when His Excellency Sir Archibald Edward Nye, the Governor of
Madras, visited the Colony accompanied by Mr. MacLaughlia, Collector of
Tanjore. The members of the Colony were busy, whitewashed their
ouses, decorated pandals, put up welcome arches and gave a grand recep-
ion to His Excellency. Sri Rao Bahadur K. Subrahmanyam Nayudu, M.a,
Joint Registrar (Re-settlement), Madras, and Sri S, Agniswaran Pillai, B.A.:
Deputy Registrar of Co-operative Societies, Tanjore, received His Excel-
lency at the entrance and took him round the Colony,

Co-operative Agricultural Colonisation Societies constitute one of the .

popular schemes for resettling ex-servicemen. The Tirumangalakottai
Ex-servicemen's Co-operative Agricultural Colonisation Society started
waork in April 1947. The Colony is situated about 25 miles from Tanjore
and is connected with the Tanjore-Pattukottai main road by an approach
road constructed at a- cost of Rs. 85,400, The totai extent of the Colony
is 1,667 acres of which 1,428 scres can be reclaimed and irrigated by
channels under the Cauvery-Mettur Project. So far, 548 acres of land
“have been allotted. to members and 250 ficres were brought under culti-
vation duting the last fasli. The reclamation of the remaining land will be

speeded up as soon as a bull dozer is made available to the society by the

Agricultural Department. Provision has been inade for excavating the
necessary irrigation channels.

The lay-out of the colony is based on a plan approved by<the Town

Planmng Expert with ntrcets 40 to 60 feet broad. Provision is made for-

285 huts to house 285 members, Nine drinking water wells are proposed ;
_ 2 have been constructed and 5 are under construction. Provision has been

made in the plan for common amenities like bc!mol Play grolmd Maidan -

and Park, Stores, Godown, Dispensary, etc.

The ultimate strength ef the colony is 285 members. * So far, 126

members have been admitted with a paid-up share capitzl of Ra. 5,810.

More will be admitted as soon as the lands are reclaimed, Ninety-nine
members have so far commenced cultivation of their lands, Eighty-two
are residing in the Colony in the huts allotted to them and the rest are .

living in adjoining villages. More huts are being constructed, and the

remaining members will soon be shifting to the Colony.
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of Fs, 150 each., Gonod drinking water is available within 106 fect. Mo Ty
of the colonists dug their own wells al a cust of Rs. 20 to Bs 56 } each in
the backyards for raising Litchen gardens, His Zxcellency v isited o vege-
takls gardes belonging to one of the members and paid him a complime
on the interest he evinced in growing it.  Each colonist will be pm,;
with-a pair of bulls, ‘md 50 per cent of th cost (upto Ks. 195} will be given
as free grant and the remaining K. 125 given as loan repayabie Is 8 yeara.
Already some pairs were purchased ﬁnd distributed to the colounists, His
Kxeellency was pieased to distribute some bulls to the colonists on the day
of his visit, '
" A Vocational Training Centre is conducted from the Government of
India grant. One Agricultural Demonstrator assisted by two Instructors is
in charge of the Centre. The members are given both theoretical and
practical training in agriculture and allied subjects like dairying, sheep-
breeding, etc. Each trainee member is given a stipend of Rs. 10 plus a

messing allowance of Rs. 28 per month. The courge is for one year.

Jhe crop programme\ includes cultivation of green manure crops or
pulse crops from February to June when the channels are dry. From June
to September short-term paddy (kuruvai) can be raised in about 1/8 of the

extent. From September to February long-term paddy crop (samba) can .

be raised. In the kitchen gardens, brinjals, tomatoes, greens, beans, and
gourds are grown. Fruit trees like Mango, Jack, Lime, Papaya, Plantains
and Cocoanut have been planted in the avenues and house compouuds.
The society supplied the members with scedlings of cocoanuts and mangoes
and proposes to sapply some more. The Instructors have raised seedlings
of lime, papaya, jack, etc., in the sea-beds for distributiou to members,

His Excellency and party were greeted with a blow of bugles at the
entrance.  After inspecting the Guard of Honour provided "by the exa
servicemen colonists, His Excellency was introduced to- the Directors,
His Excellency walked round the streets. He was pleased to see one
colonist who, by his industry, had raised a good kitchen gardenin hig back-
gard with plantains, brinjals, chillies, etc, and .congratulated him, He
entered a hut and spoke with the members of the family. One housewile
expressed that it would be more convenient if the hut was a little more
spacious. An address of welcome was read on behalf of the members by
Mr. Ramachandran, a Director. They expressed that in His Excellency
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they found a warm hearted-friend and sympdthctxc well-wisher of e¢x-
servicemen and valued his visit as a source of encouragement in their future
endeavours. His Excellency then distributed bulls to some-of the colonists.
The colonists had gone to the catile shandy at Tanjore and each had
selected his own pair of bulls  Then His Excellency planted a Nicebar
Cocanut in the Park. Each colonist planted two mangoes and four cocoa-
nuls in his house compound.  His Exceliency entered the play.ground and
was pleased to see the children playing happily at the see-saw and rmdlu

‘:'i'ﬁa Excellency said that he formed a very faver arable impression of
the Colony and was of opinion that with the good sol. and plentiful supply
of v cxtcnfrom channels and welis, the Colony was bound to fiourish,

In his reply to the Colonists His Excellency said :—

€
I'am myself an ex-serviceman like you and am. very much

interested in the welfare of all ex-servicemen, [ must consider you all .

fotunate in having become members of this Co-operative Colony. 1 have
been dxscus.,mg just now about the urgent need of a Bull Dozer to reclaimn
your fands and you will have priority number one. I shall do ali I can to
help you provided you help yourselves. Iu the army you have judged a
man by his merit irrespective of his caste, religion or place of birﬁ; and
I bope you will continue to mainiain the same spirit and be a mods] for
other viilagers to follow ™ :

S —

- The Kumbakonam Co-operative Metal Worka
Co-operators may be awars that Co.operative Waorkshop have been

formed for the re-setllement of Hx -sgrvicemen and are working at tha
following places e

Reid Co-operative Timber Works,
Co-operative Timber Works.
Co-operative Metal Works,
Kumbakonam ' .. Co-operative Metal Works.
Thalaiyuthu (Tinnevelly sttnct) Co-operative Timber \Vorks,
Duvvada (Vizagapatam District) ... Co-operative Timber Works,
Co-operative Metal Works.

Tiravahiyur {Madras)
Eatpadi {N. Arcot District)

Olavakot (Malabar District) we Co-operative Timber Works.
: {Co-operative Metal Works,
Madras - The Strathie Engineering Co.operative

Workshap: o

The timber workshops are manufacturing office and house-hold furni-
ture and the metal workshops are producing varieties of house-hold utensiis
(brass. copper and aluminium).* The following is an‘account of the workmg
of the K umbakonam Metal Works:
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The Kumbakonam Metal Works, Ltd., was established in April 1946
for the benefit of ex-servicemen at Kumbakonam which is noted for its
maetal ware, Itis recogmscd as a technical fraining centxe by the (:ovem-
ment of India. . o
Membership and paid-up Share Capital.

On 30-6-48, there were 70 members with a paid-up share - capital of

Rs. 5,599, . . ’ ‘
’ Bosrowings.

The society has been permitted to borrow upto Rs. 50,000 from the
Indian Bank, Lid., Kumbakonam, On 30-6-48, its borrowings from the
Indian Bank, Ltd., amounted to Rs. 24,880, '

Business.

From the date of its starting, the society manufactured finished artxcie«*
to the value of Rs. 1,07,719. During the year 1945.46, it sold utensils.of
various kinds to the value of Rs. 3,406, During 1948-47, its sales amounted
to Rs. 54,978 and during 1947-48. to Rs. 42,063. During 194748, it earned
s net profit of Rsf. 8,223, '

- Tratining Centre.

The sanctioned strength of the training centre is 60. T here are at

present 40 trainees. They are given training in the manufacture of house-

‘hold articles under 5 master-workmen, Besides some Ex-servicemen who ~

completed thetr trainlng, are employed in the workshop as piece-workers.
The training period is one year. Each traineeis given a’ stipend of

Rs. 15 per mensem, If the trainee resides in the hostel attached to the

centre, he is given free boarding and lodging. If he is permitted to reside

- outside the hostel, he is paid Rs. 28 per mensem as messing allowance.

After the perlod of training of one year, the trainee is absorbed in the
workshop as a piece worker, if he is willing to continue here, A dispensary
i3 also attached to the training centre. :

Capital Equipment.

A sum.of Rs, 1,01,111 has been contributed by Government towards
‘the purchase of lands and buildings for the workshop. In addition, the
society has spent Rs. 7,141 out of its own funds towards capxtal etpendxtur«..

The society manufactures all kinds' of house- hold brass vessels like
kudams, chembus. thavalai and has kuvalais, iddlipanai, thambalams,
jadies, peepais, sambadams, tiffin carriers, drums etc. 1t can also undertake
the manufacture. of any brass vessel on order. It has been manufacturing
and supplying vessels to the Annamalai University Hostel the Scuth Indian
Railway, etc. v

May we appeal to co-operators and co- opcratwe institutions to extend
thieir support towards these infant workshops, place orders for office and
house-hold furniture, utensils etc,, and encourage thcm? Wc hope our
appcal will have symipathetic response. . S
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Conference

THE FIFTH TAMILNAD C:O-OPERATIVE CONFERENL’JE.
MAY 1947, ‘

Mr, V. C. Vellingiri Goundar of Coimbatore, presiding, the. Fifth

Tamilnad Co-operatite Couference was hald at the Salem Municipal

College Hall, on Friday, May 14, uuder the auspices of the Tamilnad
Co-operative Federation before alarge gathering of delegates apd visitors
from all over 'Tamil-nadu. Rao Babadur J. C. RYAN, Registrar of
Co-operative Societies, Madras, declared the Conference open, Mr. T, A,
Ramalingam Chettiar, President of the Co-operative Federation was also
present, .

As an adjunct to the Conference, a large scale exhibition of cottage
industries, Salem co-operative handloom societies’ textile products, and
agricaultural "implements, seeds etc., bad been organised in the College
premises,

» Mr. Srigivasalu Nayudu, Director, Conjeevaram = Co-operative

Central Bank, who hoisted the Seven Colour Rainbow (Co-operators')

Flag said that their Flag syvmbolised equality and unity, the cardinal
features of Co-operation. The pressing question of the day was the
economic uplift -of the mssses and Co-operation had a vital role to
perform in this direction. Co-operative effort was the backbone of
economic uplift work, The Government were also preparing several
schemes for economic uplift and he appealed to all co-operators to give

a helping hand in this direction. .
Lr. K. A, Nachiappa Goupdar, LI n., Presidesi, Salems Co-aperative

Central Bank and Chairman, Reception 'Committee, then delivered his

weleome speech and regtested Rso Baledur J, O Ry A, Co-operative

Registrar o declare the conference ¢ opon.
- Treclariag the Corfercoce open, Mr, Ryvan expressed pleastre at the
apportunity aﬁm‘uej 1o him to meet many co-operntive Iwadm.‘ sud he

back in uis “own' dictriet of Salem wuers be had worked foT several ¢

vears as a co-operative officer. . ‘ .

From its inception, the co-operative moverment had always succeed.
e best where the npeed was also u'mt‘ The co-operative credit
movet 1s,nt struek rond in <he country and ’»“a'oped fast in aress where
agricult d“’! sts werz suffering r:nit at the b mm of the wau; OIS mcszze;,';
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1t behoved the co-operators to work for progress ot the lines for which
there was great need and demand, '

Continuing, the Registrar said that he would confine his address to
two such pressing demands of the day, viz., food shortage and housing
shortage in the Proviuce, '

.
The food shortage eugaged their first concern and they ‘had to
Noducc mwore, as they were at present importing fm:n outside, Truly
had India’s Prime Minister, Pandit Nehru, stated ' Producc or pensh"
Kn ingland and other preducing nations the cry was '"Export or expire”.

In this context, the Registrar first detailed the good work already
accomplished by the co-operative movement in solving the food short.
age. As an example of practical work done, Mr. Ryan pointed out that
within two years about 3500 acres (out of 4 total of 4000) of waste land
had been reclaimed in Pattukottai Talnq in Tanjore District by the
formation of 16 Land Reclamation Co-operative Societies in 18 villages.
The Government had given about Rs. 1% lakhs as advances at the rate of
about Rs. 200 to Rs. 250 per acre, At present, paddy, ragi, etc., were
being grown in 3.500 acres. ’

Followmg 1he lead given by Salem district, about 22 Land Colonisa-
tion Co-operative Sacieties 'had been started in the Provinee {nvolving
about 10,000 acres. 9,000 acres had already been brought under the

plough for production of fcod-crops. Similarly 10 Land Colonisation

Societies for Ex-servicemen were bringing an additional 7,000 acres of
waste land under cultivation, From the Governor's Post-war Recon-

- struction Fund, a sum of Rs. 15 iakhs had been set apart for helping the

Ex-army men with Rs, 475 each, Rs. 250 of which heing freely given
away to each of them. All these were illustrative facts to show what
Co-Qperation had achieved recently to solve food shortage.

Last Sunday, four land-holders and 50 tenauts of Marudur village
in Trichinopoly district which be personally visited had registered a
new co-operetive society to irrigate 400 acres by taking out a sube
chaunel from the Cauvery channel and arrange for electric pumping of

water from the well storage, to irrigate paddy and ragi etc,, A scheme

had been prepared ard submitted to the Government with an application
for a loan of Rs. one lakh, repayable in twenty years. Seeing this, two

. other neighbouring village land-lords aud tenants, have also asked for

similar help being given to them in the co'operauve way.

Mr. Ryau appealed to all those who could mﬂuence the Government
to work for more such colonisation and reclamatior co-operative
societies being started to increase the food production.

Referring next to the housing problem, Mr. Ryan pointed out that
150 towus had come forward with House«biilding Schemes and with
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fiecessary ﬁnancml bachg 30 such societies for house-building had

already been started. Out of the Rs. one crore enthusiastically sanc-.

tioned by the Government, Rs. 54 Jakhs had already been given away
and as the balance of Rs. 46 lakhs would not be sufficient they had urged
for more amounts, The speaker hoped that the Conference wouid con-
sider the question whether they would like to have a Central House-

- building Society to finance them with debentures ete., with Government
guarantee etc.,, and whether they would like to carry on their work on
the basis of self-help alone,

Apart from the 150 towns, the Registrar pointed out schemes had
also been sanctioned for House-Building Schemes for two weavers socie-
ties {on the model of Yemmiganur Society in Bellary district) including
two weavers societies at Tiruchengode and Dharmapuri in Saiem Dt,
Schemes were also under way to help the agriculturists in the villages,
and z scheme had been sent to th« GGoverntnent recently and orders were
being awaited. :

- Under this schete, nne or two best Rural Credit Societies would be
selectad in each taluk. The society would purchase the house-sites at
its own cost and intending afiplicants for houses would pay one-fifth of
the cost of building the rest being got from the Government as long
term loan repayable in say 20 years, Ou a two year plan, about Xs, 2%
crores would be needed as loansunder this scheme, There was ordinarily
1o scope for any loss under this scheme and orders were awaited from
the Government. The Rebmtz ar hoped that the conference would support
this scheme to fielp villagers {o build houses,

i Continuing, the Registrar said that the Government had often been
blamed for not helping the poor, {(with deficit budget) teo build bouses,
Co-operation was not charity but business and they had to consider how
best to help poor pecple who were already in deficit with loans for
house-building. - Out of the one crore of rupees ear-marked for Harijan
uplift found, a sxzecial'committee, appointed to consider details, had’
recontmended Rs. 15 lakhs being set apart for house~building schemes
for Harijans by giving bhalf ss loan and baif as grant. " That would

inculecate in practice the co-operative maxim of self-help. That scheme -

was also awaiting Government sanctiotn,

Turning to co-operative stores sovieties, the Registrar said that the
{Wholesale Stores societies with large capxtal must take to.nmew lines of
work, as per changing conditions with a' view to serve tliemselves and
the public better. Under the controls the Government gave them the
grains which they distributed, They must now turn their attention to
pmduce food-grains also and sell them. He instanced the Wholesale
Stores in England which were producing Coffee and Tea from far-off

74

\ 27206

e
oty
w2

’ i ‘.

‘ CONF‘EREN(,‘E

* estates also.: He believed ‘hat wholusale sfores could econom'cal‘) turty”

to production work in the lands‘and make profit=also.

The speaker recently went to Tiruvengimalai, and made searching “
vnquiries regarding land cultivation etc, in the farm of the Hon.
Minister, Dr. T, 8. 8. Ragan. He found-that cultivation was profitable |
after meeting wages and other costs also. The Registrar asked why the
Wholesale Stores societies could not usefully turn to such production
work and with profit. As an alternative they could buy lands and lease
them also for ewsn,

The speaker believed that Wholesa]e Stores could produce mote
cheaply and could attract good custom from the primaries by offerivg
favourable prices, Further if more consumers joined these stores
societies, they would -be mtroducmg ‘production for use in'place of
production for profit”. Thus 1hey would be producing more food-grains
which were needed in place of commercial crops ete. Co-operation
meant self-help and why not they all do it to solve the'food shortage, the
Registrar asked ? Concluding, the Registrar hoped that the conference

would consider the proposal and give full support to it.

., T. Narayava Pillai, Secretary of the Tawmil-nad Co-opemtxv
E-‘edemti«m, next read messages received from the followisg amoug
others ¢ The Haon. Mr T. 8, Avinashilingam Clettiar, M. Bhakthava-
tsalmi, Dr, T. 8. 8. Rajan, Ministers; Dewan DBahadur .8, Ratna-
sabaphthi Mudaliar, Coimbatore; Rao Eahadur T. M. Chmnavy' Pillai,
Mr. M. Giriappa, Mn V.I. Muniswami Piliai, Rao Bahadur C. Tadulinga
Mudaliar, Dr. C. Nanjappa, Senapathi Manradiyar, Pattakar of Palaya-
kottai, Mr. Paramasivam Pillai, Mr. 8.A, Venkataraman, 1.C.§., Secretary,
ta the Minister for Industries and Supply) Mr. R. G G- Sarayya, President,

" Bombay Provincial Co-operative Bank, \,Ir. Sa*)annrayana (Alamurn)

and others,

Dr, Natarajan, Economic Adviser tothe Govermm.ut of Madras, had
in a message stated: ' In Co-operative Commonwealxh hes fl»amﬂ.*;m

economic destiny.” ey EE "*&\\
Mr. V. C, Vellingiri Goundar, Conference Presul,{ﬁk *tﬁ dehvere\d‘\t

his presidential address. . rr *—*“ Yl \k
+ The conference then adjottrned for l\mch {‘é ;i}

R RESOLUTIOI\"S - (v’:k L
; . Londolsnce &\ ne
{° (i) This Conference places on recotd its \:}ée .g’btmw ag 4l {,j,f_,f
sudden Jeaise of Mahatma Gandhi, the Father of matf‘%’%ﬂd- “;@2”@5‘.5
v implemznt his scheme of re-construction especially of the Villggegr s
(i1} This Couference places op record its deep sorrow at the
demise of Sri N, Krishuiab Chettiar and A, T, W, dizen Esqg.. LGS,
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Independence e
II (i) This Conference rejoices:at the attainment of Independence
by India and resolves to work in co-operation with the National Govern-
ment for the development of the Indian Co-operative Commonwealth.
(i) This Conference welcomes the National Government's plan
for developing industries, especially, cottage industries and agriculture
vn co-operative basis,

Ceniral Banks and Socisties

I (i) This Couference requests the Government aud the F.egmtrar’

to revise the maximum borrowing. power of all the Central Banks to
twenty times their share capital and reserve fund.

{ii) This Conference requests the Government and the Registrar
to revise the maximum borrowing power of members of unhmxted lability
souieties to Rs, 3,000,

{iii) This Conference requests the Registrar and the Government

to permit the Central Banks to issue loans upto 7 years to the extent of -

their long term rvesources—Central Bank's Share Capital and Reserve

Fund of societies invested in the Central Banks, and long term deposits

for 7 years and over.

(iv) This Conference requests the Government to pass early
orders asking the Featstrar to malke the existing rural aredit societies -

uodertake multi-purpose activities like joint purchase and sale by the
members of societies. :

Wholesale and Primary Stores
1V This Conference is of opinion that the Wholesale Stores can
usefully take up processing of stuffs and own and work rice milils, 8our
mills ete., and should also employ itself in producing consumer goods
such zs oils, soaps ete, and where finance permits they can purchase

agricultural lands, plantation gardens etc,, to produce consumer goodo

stuch as paddy, coffee. tea, etc,

Weavers' Socinties .

V {i) This Conference views with apprehension thé sad b?ight of
co-operative weavers and urges the Government to prohibit mills from
producing certain kinds'of cloth which must be produced solely by the
handloom weavers. The Go ernment ate requested in furtherance of the
above to appoint a Committee of Handloom Weavers and Mills and
demde the respective vanetlea and enforce the decision at an early da;e.

(u) This Couference feels that Provincial Handloom Weaver«.

“Society must undertake to market at their risk at least 75 per cent of the

production of each weavers’ society if -the society undertakes to produce
the varieties specified by the Provincial Handioomn Weavers,
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" {iii) This Conference strongly feels that the Provincial Handloom
Weavers' Society should take immediate steps to'start a spinning mill

in Tamil Nad for producing the necessary yarn to the Co-operative

Handloom Weavers,
Buxldmg and Housing Sc}:emes
VI (i) This Conference requests the Government to formulate
comprehensive schemes to provide house to all handloom weavers and
members of other co-operative institutions which require buildings-

(ii) This' Conference requests the Government to formulate a
rural housing scheme on co-operative basis to provide convenient and
suitable liouses to villagers and by speedy 'eompulsory acquisition of
lands for house-sites. ,

{iii) This Conference reguests the Goverument to approve the
scheme of the Registrar to bmld rural houses at an early date,

(iv) This Conference strougl\ feels that the Governiment itself

‘should finance rural and urban building cosoperative societies,

Audit Fees and Concossions
VII (i) This Conference urges upon the ‘Government that no Audit
¥ees should be levied on uniimited Hability societies, as such a levy
would lead to the extinction of many of the societies and arrest the
expansion of the movement, .
(i1) This Conference requests the Registrar and the Government

‘te levy audit fees on limited liabilitys ocieties on the basis of the net

profit as the present method of collecting audit fees is very heavy.
(iii) This Conference requests the Government to exempt mar-
keting societies, sale societies, weavers' societies, milk societies and

industrial co-operatives from the payment of Sales Tax as they are original”

producers.
(iv) This Lonference requests the Gnvernmeut to take their
necessary supplies such as milk, =ggs, clothes, provisions ete., from the

. co-operative institutions without resorting to the calling for tenders,

(v) This Confereuce feels sorry that though the policy of the
Government is to encourage co-operative institutions, in practical work-

“ing, the policy is not being implemented and special favours are only

showa to private merchants.

(vi) This Conference requests the Government that all sales and
permits -by the Government must be only through cec-operative stores
and marketing societies and that there should be no departure in that

_ poticy.

{vii) Resolved th'xt the Government ‘be requested to arrange forA
casy aud quick supply of diesel oil, crude oil, petrel, decmmty etc.,,,

- required for machinery etc, for agricultural purposes.

i
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Coatrols. i
CVIIT (1) This Conference requests the Government to utilise the
co -operative institutions for the distribution of all controlled articles
like iron, agricultural 1mp}1ements, cement 'and mannres of the quota
zllotted to the Presidency.

(i1) This Conference strongly feels that the complete distribution
of yarn in the Presidency must be given to co-operative institutions,

(iii) This Conference requests the ‘Government to remove all

controls of transport and price of all food products pmduced in this

Province.
lrrigation.

IX (i) This Conference urgesthe Government to rake immediate
action ane carry out the under-mentioned irrigation projects s~ ’
-}, Supply of Metiur water to Coimbatore and Salem Districts
‘ including Namakka! Taluk.
2. Thoppiar Project to supply itrigational facilities to the Taluks
of Dharmapuri and Omalur and Trichengode, .

3. Thomas Project to supply irrigational facilities to Dharma-
puri, Krishnagiri and Harur Taluks.

4, Thenee Reservoir Project to supply water to stlampatti aud
Tirumangalam Taluks.

5. Sathxar Project, Nilakkottai Taluk,

6, Koodamalai Project, Attur Taluk. )

7. Pennar Project, North Arcot Distriet. _

8. Amaravati Project, Udamalpet and Dharmapuram Taluks in
Coimbatore District and Palani Taluk in Madura District,

9. Aliyar Project, Pollachi Taluk in Coimbatore District.

(ii) This Conference requgéts the Government to extend the
time for giving bonus and free grant for digging and improving wells
and tanks for two more faslis and give that facility throughout the
Presidency without restricting to any area. -

(iii) This Conference requests the Government to take immedi-
‘ate legislative measures to enable agriculturists to consolidate agricul.
tural holdings. - ‘

(iv) The Co-operative Agricultural Societies are requested 1o
undertake the improvement of aprwnlmre through improved modern
methods, such as the use of tractors, wnt i uI crops etc., thh goverp-
ment help,

Regmnal Language.
X This Conference «requests all the Central’ ‘Banks and othcr
Co-operative Institutions to usg onlv the Tamil Language unless
commuunications are intended to re;,xons other than Tamil Nad

L]
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, Railways.
X1 This Conferencs requests the Provineial and Central

CGov eromants o immediately restoré all the dismautisd railways aud o

link up Hosur and Bangalore, Krishnagiri and Palakode, Salewm and the’

West Coast, Metrupaiayam aud Satyamangalam, and Karaikudi and

Azanthangi. :
“Kootturava " and Federation
KII (i) This Conference requests every Co-operative Society to
subscribe to the journal “ROOTTURAVU” and to get affiliated to the
Federation and also requests the Coveruuent to p'.u’_chase and supply
the Journnt¥o every +Inspector of the Co-operative Movement in Tamil
Nad, ) 2
“ti1) This Clonfersuce strongly feels that the Tamil I‘Zaﬁ Federas«
tion shenld take greater interest in education and pm y and must
Lave several training cenires in rotation in every dist

"!

Har-Olficiz] Eoniosess

the (Gavernment to reerull

XU This Conference requests
- N . s
Government employees E‘"om woong  the pon-offictal  co-operative

¥

smplovess and that 2 portian of reernitmment of De a
be fromt toe Scoretaries of Central Bauks,
Prohibitisx,

. KI[I" This Conference feels strongly that prohuibitioz is essential
aud the euforcement of the Act must beleft eatirely with the Police

Department,

BUOCK-KEEPING
! - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
© "(SECOND EDITION)

Madras Government Tecknical Examination Lower (:rade Papers
Centn(l‘x;::xf comhrr) ate answers) for the years 1933 to 1947 (inclusive,)

By
A. MARAMA REDDY, G.D A, (Exam Ya.c1s. (Lond.) . com. 1.M.C. &c.
S-cremry, S.1.Ry. ,,m;)loyees Co-operative Credit Socwty, Ltd.
Trichinopoly Junction,

Price Rs. 5/-
Cnpzcs' auailable from the AUTHOR or from.—

1. Office Equipment Co., Armenian Street, Madrds.

9. Stationery Emporinm, Armenian Street, Madras.”

3. Tamil Nadu Co-operative Federation, Coimbatgre.

i L. M. Gopalakrishsa Kone, Madura, —

-5, 5. R. Subramania Pillai, "immwelly e
T8 8 V. Prew, Vellore. p o
IR 2 L

A - ’ e
" 3 ‘ . - v - .
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Goverament Order
5. 0. Ps, No. 1223, Losal Administrasion Department, és:w“ 22.4--48,
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Sreb Iunas-»lnvestment—-—Dzstr:c‘ 'ozcrds and Municipal Comncfise

Opening of current accounts with District Co-operative Central
. Banks—Permitted,

Read the following t

G. 0. No. 1407, Locai Aduministration, dated 5th April 1948,

.. From the Registrar of Co-operative Societies, Re, No, 8740-47, dated
24 th May 1947, :

From the Inspector of Municipal Councils and Local Boards, L Dis.
No. 27943/47 dated 81st October 1947,

ORDER r

Under paragraph 8 of G. O. No. 1407, Local Administration, dated 5th
April, 1839, a District Board or a Municipal Council should . conduct all its
ordinary transactions with the nearest treasury or sub-treasury, but if there
is mo treasury or sub-treasury at iis headquarters and it considers as
abzolulely necessary the keeping of a current account in a bank, in addition
to its account with the nearest treasury or sub-treasury it may open a
current account with a bank with the previous special permission,of the
Government. The Government now permit all District Boards and Munici-
pal Councils, irrespective of the fact whether there is a Governmen:; Treasury
eor not at their headquarters, to open a current account with the concerned
District Co-operative Central Bank, in addition te the account maintained
with the nearest Government treasury or sub-treasury, subject however to
the condition that the amount at the credit of the local authority in the
Co-operative Central Brmk dees not exceed Rs. 10,000 {Rupees ten thousand
at aay time.
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. Consumers’ Co-operation -
" REVIEW FOR MAY, 1948
BY tHE RF“E\TRAR oF Co- OPERAT!VF SOCIETIES, Mmm_s.

Co-operative Wha!esale Stores.

Membérs}z:}b and share capitai~1t is observed that at the end of the
month under review, the total number of members waz 10,695 and the
paid-up share capital amounted to Rs..84.52 lakbs as against Rs. 84.58 and
Rs. §4.54 lakhs in the months of March and April respech"ely -The share
capital position of the Co-operative Wholesale Stores is "going down when

compared to that of the previous months. The fall has occurred in the

Bellary, Cuddapah and East Godavary Central Co-operative Stores. The
Co-cperative Wholesale Stores are strongly advised not to allow the share
capital to dwindle. When the Co-operative Wholesale Stores are being
instructed in Registrar's several circulars to devote particular attention in
regard tp strengthening of share capital, it is rather regrettable that some
co-operative wholesale stores are neglecting this important item of work,
Any complacency on their part will have disastrous effects All co-operative
wholesale stores are therefore requested to strengthen their share capital
in order to stabilise their posxtlon and not to allow refund of share capital
in the usual course- .

* The owned capital of the co-aperative whole,saie stores was Re. 51.05

lakhs, comprising share Lapltal of Rs. 84.52 lakhs and reserve fund of
Rs. 16.53 Jakhs. The total borrowed capital amounted to Rs. 212.82 lakhs

of which Rs. 200.64 lakhs represented loans and cash credit from the-

Central Banks and thie balance of Rs. 12.18 lakhs from others. Thus the
total working capital as on. 81-5-1948 was Rs. 263.87 lakhs as against
Rs. 238.89 lakhs in the previous month.

It is gratifying to note that the total purchases' and sales of the
co-operative wholesale stores during the month under review were
Ra, 123,38 lakhs and Rs. 96 50 lakhsas against Rs $4.31 lcgghs and Rs, 50.63
lakhs in the provious month, The progress should be Eept up in future
menths and the co-operalive wholesale stores should make serious attempts
at developing the business still further in non-food lines and new du‘ectzons
as already suggested in Registrar’s various Circulars.

Sales to Primaries.—~1It is observed that Rs 88.40 lakhs lepresent sales
to primaries out of the total sales of Rs. 96,50 lakhs which works out to
only 40 per cent as against 41 per cent for the previous month. This is

\ not satisfactory and has to be improved considerably.

The: Deputy Registrars should see that the special. statf and the
departmental officers” working in the stores take active steéps to ensure
hetier co-ord;'nqii'o:z,_ between the co-operative wholesale stores and
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drimaries and see to the developraent of business of the co-operative
wholesale stores. Better progress should be shown'in future. '

Primary Co-operative Stores.

Membership and share capital \—'There were 1755 stores soéieties‘ with

a membersh‘ip of Rs. 5.59 lakhs and a paid up share capital of Rs. 99 64
I’;:{hs as against .Rs. 6.68 lakhs and Rs. 100.90 lakhs'in the previous month.
1e tolal working capital on 81-5-1948 was Rs. 194.60 lakhs as against
Rs. 200.6.1 lakhs in the previous month. The membership and paid-up
share capital seem to be declining during the month under review but this

may be due to the non-furnishing of correct particulars as sowme Deputy

Fegxstrara say that they have not received reports from all stores societies.
I‘. her.e are large number of stores societies that haveé ot sent reports in the
districts of Anantapur (20 out of 48). Arcot North (50 out of 65) and
Cudc?ap.ah (53 out of 67). The Deputy Registrar Anantapur has adopted
~ previous months figures in respect of stores from whom reports have not
» t')‘e.cx?. x‘eccivcd. This does not seem to have been done by the Deputy
lf{fg_n‘strax Vellore.  The Deputy Registrar Cuddapah states that be has
farnished particulars only in ‘respect of 14 stores cut of 67. 'This shows
that the Deputy Registrars concerned have not taken proper steps to get
the reports from ai{—Sisrc zocledies in time.  Besides this, there a:re SOmE
societies that hiave not sent reports in the districts of Bciiary. Chittoor,
Godavary, West, Guntur, Scuth, Kanara, Kistna, Madura, Nellore, Nilgiris,
Tinnevelly and Vizagapatam in respect of which it is observed ‘that
previous months' figures have been adopted in respect of Madura, Tinne-
velly and Vizagapatam districts only, All Deputy Registrars are ouce again

- requested to exercise stricter coqtroi aver the stores and obtain their
returns in time. They should Yot allow large number of stores {o deatit. . .

North Arcot, Cuddapah, and Tinnevelly districts seem to be the worst and
persistent defaulters in this respect, "The Deputy Regisirars concerned
glxouid pull up the stores and the special staff and ensure prdmpt submission
of the reports. Previous months’ figures have to be adopted in'case of -
defaulting stores to avoid buge discrepancies in figures. But this does not
mean the wholesale adoption of old figures in respect of a Iar@e number
of stores, B

Business i--During the month under review, the total purchases and

sales of primaries were Rs. 11679, lakhs and Rs. 125 00 lakhs as against

Rs. 98.88 lakhs and 116.88 iakHs respectively in the previous month.  The

Deputy Registrars in the . districis of Anantapur, Bellary, Chingleput

Godavary Kast, Guntur, Nilgids, Tanjore and Tinnevglly-antin.Chicacole
~area have not submitted tife’ supplemental repgt:f?“:shmvm;*.;m@@am-
regarding the business done by the primaries ﬁ'}ﬁgﬁ”&agtrictf?‘i@&,\n
of Handloom and mill made cloth, consmg'r"é:f}goods,' processea‘ﬁo‘

stuffs, Agricultural implements and Baklie arf&;za! It cannot be tha
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CONSUMERS! CO-OPERATION

- primary stores in these districts are not at all dealing in these non-food

articles. The Deputy Registrars should in future, take steps to get all the
necessary information {rom the primary steres and furnish correct figures. .
Unless this is done, the progres$of primary stores in their business in non-

* food lines cannot be judged. The stores societies which are doing very

little husiness in non-food articles should he advised to develop their trade
on these lines stiil further.

, Special Consumer Activities. ,
Handloomw and Mill.made cloth :—The total purchases and sales were

1. 9

only Rs, 2.17 lakhs and Rs. 3.69 lakhs as against Rs. 2.87 lakhs and

Rs. b 15 lakhs in the previous month. The business is fast declining an
it is 2 pity that no efferts have been made by the. co-operative wholesale
stores and primarties tp improve the position inspite of repeated instructions.
The special staff shonld look to this‘ . .

Consumer goods i—The total purchases anci sales ‘under this head
“amounted to Ks. 2.74 lakhs and Rs. 8.1§ lakhs as against Rs. 1.87 lakhs

-alls for greater efforts,

and
- Pracessed Faod stuffs :—The total purchases and sates amounted to only

" Rs. 6,048 and 7,635 as against Rs. 14,946 and Rs. 18,736 in the previous

month. The business done ih Coimbatore district has fallen down to a
considerable extent. Efforts should be made by the stores in all districts to

_ jmprove this business,

Agricultural implements 1-—~The stores societies in South Kanara district

- and in Kumbakonam area only have made business in this line and the sales
of the stores in these districts were Rs. €2 and Rs, 256 only. It is obvious

that the special Staff are not taking effective steps to develop this busiftiess
in stores in spite of repeated instructions. They should make earnest
attempts to improve the business of stores societies in’ non-food lines.

 @eneral i—On the whole, the progress made by the co-operative

and 125.‘2.11 1akhs in the previous month. The progress is-not appreciable

wholesale stores and the primaries during.the monthis not encouraging, .

The special staff should devote more attention in regard to collection of share
capital and enlistment of more members in stores societies. They should
also see that they take effective steps to broadbase their trade and develop
the business on an all-round basis by developing their trade in non-food

lines, by taking up processing and manufacturing activities suitable to the |

locality and by undertaking Agency business.” The Deputy Registrars

* should have strict control over the sipervision staff and ensure good ontturn
of work on their part.
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© 700 families,

- Correspondence.
“ Co-operative Commoawealih 7"

The Committee of the Congress High Command in their Blue Print of
the future India have affirmed that they envisage creating a Co-operative
Commonwealth. But in practice their Ministries are out to harass and
stampede all progress in the co-operative movement.

The Communist witch-hunting haslead the invarigable British trained .
police to invade co-operative societies said to be run by communists,-and
" arrest wholesale the office bearers and paralyse the work of such big institu-
tions as Dulla Weavers' Co-operahvr- Society and other societies in Andhra,
" Tamilnad and Malabar, -

Dulla is twelve miles from Ralahmux@ry with 760 looms. In 1945 the -
Local Weavers' Co-operative Society was having only 100 looms and was
working under loss under the management: 6f pro-rich. and congress, in
outlook. But at the end of 1945 a new management representing true
workers came into office and today the Dulla Weavers’ Co-operative
Society has under its fold 700 looms leaving only 50 looms in the hands of
the local masterweavers. This phenomenal progress has been an eye-sore
to thye vested interests and many are the attempts made by them to desrupt
this premier institotion.  But thanks to the ynderstanding and help given
by the Registrar of Co operative Societies the Society has weathered many
astorm and has built its own building, declared open by the Hon'ble
* Minister for Revenue on 80- 12-47 and is giving work and living wages to

But the recent anti-communist drive has given the long awaited oppor-,
tunity to the local rich who have in league . .with the police succeeded
temporarily in stopping the working of this institution. On 14-6-48 the
Deputy Superintendent of Police of Rajahmurddry with about 100 reserve
police raided the office of the society and mefcilessly lathi charged all those
that were in:the premises and in the nearby houses arrested 36 persons,
‘including the President, two directors, inclading 8 women and four children

and the Secretary, the production Manager and other staff. There was .

another raid on 17-6-48, The local congress gentlemen it is reported are -
intimidating the poor weavers and demanding that they should sever their

membership from the society so that once again the masierweavers may

exploit them. But what is the crime that these weavers have done to see

that their living organisation is smashed thns. 1 therefore appeal to the

" powers that be to enquire into this incident and restore at once the working

of the society and create confidence in the members that co operative field
would not be jack- booted to satiate the greed of power~-mad persons.- '
V.V, R
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