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Improving Your Teaching Personality
De. G. S. KRISHNAYYA, M. A, Pa. D. (Columbia)

HE main reason for thinking of
such a subject as this is that most
people are eagerly clamouring for

better teachers. Teachers themselves
are anxious to improve and do their
best. Pupils, if they are oonsulted,
would urge the necessity for such a
subject being discussed from time to
time; the parents and public insist
that our teachers need to improve
considerably and as for Inspectors,
there is nothing which they are so
keen about and from Gcevernment’s
point of view this is their big hope
and dream.

The importance of the subject is
clear to those whc know anything
about schools. There is hardly a
speaker these days who does not dwell
on the tremendous importance of &
new emphasis in education and point
out that the crux of the situation lies
in teachers—teachers with asoul, a
heart and a head. If as some one has
gaid teachers are the “teachers of
mankind,” the “high priests of human
pature” and the “makers of world
civilisation,” there is no doubt that
the problem of the professional growth
of the teacher could not safely be
ignored any longer.

It is an old proverb, and as true
as old, that *the teacher makes the
school.” As the teacher, so is the
school. However  important  the
material environment may be in the
way of grounds, buildings, equipment,
however valuable good text books, a
fine syllabus and up-to-date methods
may be considered, the most important
factor in the school, the heart of the
school, is the teacher. To eay that
the success of the school as the instru-
ment for the transformation of the

raw material of the little children into

efficiant citizens depends upon the
efficiency of the teacher, is almost &
platitude that no one is likely to ques-
tion. Itis as true in the practical
sense a8 in the philosophical, that the
teacher is the school. He corresponds
to the main spring of a watch. He
keeps everything going.

The Teaching Personality

Many books on pedagogy and
school managent attribute the success
or failure of a school to the teacher’s
personality. Rightly so. Teaching is
based on personal relationship between
teacher and the taught. There ia
exerted an unconcious influence, The
contagion of a teacher’s spirit is a fack
although it cannot be measured. It is
difficult to describe what personality
is: it is so myterious and intangible.
This word is very general. So, aban-
doning the general and vague term,
we may mention the various qualities
and abilities which go to form the
teacher’s personality. People vary in
personality because they  possess
different ideas, ideals, habits, man-
ners, mannerisms, appearauce, abili-
ties, attitudes and interest. Not
enough importance has hitherto been
attached to the careful selection of
teachers, though most are agreed on
the desirability of a fine personality.
Various studies and statements have
been made of what constitutes good-
teaching personality. One interesting
investigation may be described here,

In 1913 Dr. Clapp of the Univer-
sity of Illinois secured from one
hundred experienced Inspectors and
head masters a list of the ten specifio
qualities that each judged to be the
most important constituents of a
desirable teaching personality. He
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combines these judgments on the
basis of the frequeney with which
each quality was mentioned, and thus
obtained a list of ten qualities which
bad the highest number of votes. He
then submitted this list to one
hundred and forty inspectors and
head masters, and asked them to rank
their five best teachers first in order
of their “general teaching personality”
and then in order of their standing
with reference to each one of the ten
specific qualities. He thus obtained
pot only the combined judgment of
experienced school men as to what, in
their theory ought to make up good
teaching personality, but also the
order in which these qualities actu-
ally appeared in a group of teachers
recognised as superior from this point
of view. The final order in which
these ten traits stood was as follows :

1. Address (manner of meeting
people). 2. Personal appearance.
3. Optimism. 4. Reserve. 5. Enthu-
siasm. 6. Fairness. 7, Sincerity.
8. Sympathy. 9. Vitality. 10. Scho-
larship.

The Improvement of Personality

It would be useless to know what
traits are desirable in a teacher if
they are all beyond the possiblity of
cultivation. If personality could not
be changed, the situation would be
hopeless. Fortunately however the
fatalistic notion that the important
factors in the teacher’s personality
cannot be improved is not supported
by facts. No doubt there are some
who cannot change very much but
after all allowance has been made for
shem, it must still be admitted
-that individuals can ochange, and
. develop these various qualities through
" -the discipline of experience and train-
- dag. Dr. Clapp’s study also supports
¢ the view that both experience and
", training have positive effect in im-
 Jroving teaching personality.

s

If a teacher believes that a per-
sonality is the determining faotor in
the teaching business, that personality
oan be changed and that he does not
have to be content with his present
state, there are several things he can
do. He may start by making a deeper
svudy of the nature of * personality”.
A book like the Personality of the
Teacher by Charles Mc Kenny will serve
to make clear the elements of perso-
nality..The author discusses sympathy,
sincerity, dynamic knowledge, good
breeding, growth in personality and
the joy of living. Without under-
standing this, no teacher can make an
intelligent approach to his problem.

No one improves as he should
unless he studies himself constantly.
If a teacher does not realize his shors-
comings he will never change. The
best way to do it is to formulate the
problem and then to study it scienti-
fically. Self-improvement is helped
greatly by working with a detinite
plan. It is desirable to have a delibe-
rate daily retrospect of the day’s
happenings. Without such a survey
the teacher is not likely to know
wherein he had sucoeeded and where-
in he had failed, and why. From this
point of view nothing is more suicidal
than the attitude—*I never give my
work a thought after the day is over”
It does not pay to be so overwhelmed
with work as to have little time for a

calm and judicial review. No. it was
not.

Improving Your Personality

The most definite suggestion that
can be given regarding the improve-
ment of personalivy is one which in~
volves a self-measuring plun. Kelated
to the daily retrospect is the writing
of & complete analysis of one’s teach-
ing-self. The individual makes a
comprehensive list of desirable quali-
ties and then giveshimself marks and
grades. Any teacher can easily pre-
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pare such a self-rating card out of
the lists of the desirable qualities
given above. The teacher who would
make well-balanced progress, must
have such a conscious, definite pro-
gramme, Without this comprehensive
outline, there is the danger of stress-
ing qualities in which one 1s fan}-ly
stong, and neglecting those which
really need special attenton. The
teacher may use the marking system
A. B.C. D. E. and grade bimgelf with
reference to the average In e?.ch
quality. Sometimes it may be possible
and advisable for a teacher to get
some honest and friendly colleague to
mark him on the basis of the h-st.
It will be helpful to him to'verlfy
the reliability of his own estimates.
Such s self-measuring aunalysis may be
used once or twice a month. It hgs
to be remembered that this analysis
will be of little value unpless the tea-
cher adopts a detached objective atti-
tude, studying himself as if he were
considering some other person.
Another matter whioh has to
be borne in mind is that & single year
of concientious effort in the use of
such a plan will prove sufficient to lift
intelligent teacbers nbove the level of
mediocre  performance. Eew. can
expect to appr.ach perfection ‘m_all
the traits on the list, but this is a
scheme that promises years of pleasant
and worthwhile effort. Good persona-
lity and effective teaching are largely
matters of development. This fgct
makes the profession much more in-
teresting than it would otherwise be
and indicates that teaching has a real
future for all those who teach with
the iatention of making progress.

Consultation:—It may be worth-
while also to work out with others
the trait-aotions which can be per-
formed for developing those traits,
Whether a self-scoring system is
employed or not, the teacher will do
well to seek frank advice (whenever it

can be done with safety) with re-
ference to the improvement of his
teaching self. Such advice will be
useless, unless there is the willingness
and the resort to carry out the pro-
gramme that his counsellors may
recommend.

Observing Efficient Teachers:—
If the teacher has observed himself
critically, he is sure to want to notioe
how other teachers manage the diffi-
cult places. Visiting the olass rooms
of other teachers also serves as an
impetus to more serious and oconscien-
tious effort. It may prove a mirror
to one's own faults. It is necessary
tbat the teacher should start out with
some definite problems in mind.
Otherwise the visiting is likely to-
mean little or nothing. Very often
another teacher’s success will lie in .
only a different combination of
essential personal traits and so unless
much thought is given to analysing
and finding out what it is that is
responsible for success, the secret will
not be discovered. Usually the teacher
whose work needs most improving is
the one who finde least to oom-
mend n or profit from another’s
performance.

Many teachers are content to go
on from year to year without ever
tryir:g to profit from the example and
experienoe of other teachers, If this -
opportunity for professional growth is
not to be neglected altogether it may
be necessary for inspectors and head
masters to intreduce a scheme for
regular visits and tours. It will not
be wasteful even to allow every
teacher some time each year for such
observation. Earunest teachers wil}
return to their work with renewed
vision and courage. Reports of these
visits could be made and discussed
with great gain at the teachers’
meeting. 1t may be wise for the head
master to make a few suggestions to
the teachers both as to how to receive
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and treat visitors and also as to how
to- make a visit. Otherwise quite
some unnecessary and undesirable
things happen when teachers visit
other schools or other teachers’
classes.

Problem solving :~Another means
of cultivating an efficient teaching
personality lies along the line of look-
ing at every difficulty as a problem to
be solved. Every pupil offers s series
of problems; the syllabus and the
methods of teaching present problems;
many parents are hard to deal with:
the head master himself is a puzzle
and the inspector an intolerable
nuisance. When things go wrong at
school, as they surely will at times,
the teacher should try to find out the

‘use of the trouble. Many times he
will find himeself to be at fault rather
than his pupils. It may be due to loss of
temper, hasty judgment or careless
Ppreparation. Obstacles are not
nuisances or enemies but facts. There
is the constant temptation for the
teacher as for the others, to regard a
difficulty not as a challenge but as a
misfortune, for which he, at least is
not to blame. The most effective
method is to begin concrete problems,
throngh these to acquire general
priociples and then to make use of
these principles until action in accord-
ance with them becomes habitual.
This is the difference between teaching
intelligently and teaching macha-
nically. Problem-solvers are needed
everywhere, but more so in teaching
because the present procedure in this
field is so dependant on rule of thumb
and fashion and untested opinion.
The cultivation of the problem
attitude is the begioning of progress.

Cultivating the Social Side:— The
teacher usually needs cultivation of
the bvman side. He is often accused
of knowing more of books than people.
‘The olannishness of some people is

fatal to their growth. School masters
often betray in this way what is
known as “ inferiority complex ”’. The
teacher should take an active interest
in the lifeof the community. Parti-
cipation in some civic activities and
serving on local committees are to be
regarded as opportunities for the deve-
lopment of personality. While social
life even of the ordinary type has a
tonic effect on the mind, more especial-
ly is to be sought the friendship of
persons of character and versatility.
Association with men of other apti-
tudes and ambitinns, persons of large
mental and moral horizons cannot but
enlarge one’s personality, correct ond’s
conceit, enrich one’s experience, and
callout the best and the deepest. Thus
can be oveicome the pedagogue’s
besetting sins, pedantry, dogmatism,
talking shop ete,

General and Professional Read-
tng :—The teacher who wishes to
maintain his professional self-respect
will have 1o do not a little private
reading. The subject matter of most
subjects is ever broadening and chang-
ing and s0o if a teacher is to know
more than his pupils, and in subjects
other than those he is teaching, he
can hardly afford to rest content with
work done for bis B. A. Unless he
has clear mental pictures hig teaching
will betray obscurity of thought and
imagination. Besides adequate study
of the subject taught and vhe relatad
fields, the progressive teacher should
conscientiously allow himself & cer-
tain amount of biography, fiction, tra-
vel and genera! literature— especially
during holidays. Good schools are
Dot content to give their teachers
only pedagogical books and magazines,

Conclusion :—So much has bheen
said about teaching and teachers
and that tor tho last three thousand
years, that it is almost, impossible to
say anything new. What often

The Andhra Secondary Education

Standards Committee

V. S. VENKATA NARAYANA, M. A, B.Eb.
Secretary, Ne'lore Dt. Teachers’ Guisld

COMMITTEE bad been appoint-

ed by the Government of Madras

last year to find out the causes
for the low standard of Secondary
Education in the Andkra area. This
committee had just finished their tour
over the Andhra Districts and their
report is awaited. It was stated that
the ccmmittee for such a purpose had
been instituted on a complaint by the
Registrar of the Andhra University.
The basis for such a complaint is not
olear. The committee themselves
were unable to state on what basis
such a low standard had beeu alleged
to exist and in what subject or sub-
jects it existed.

This question was put to the
committee but they were unable to
explain on what data the complaint
had been made. ey were merely
asked, it appears, to investigate the
causes for the low standard of second-
ary education in the costal districts
of the Andhra area. Thev were not
told whether the term ‘low’ had _been
applied while comparing the perform-

T = Cont_inued from preceding page

appears new is the appearance. OId
truths like old dolls can be clothed
and be made attractive and accept-
able. Lest precious precepts should
be forgotten or ignored, it ie nece-
ssary that they should be presented
betimes from different angles and in
changed garb. And that is what has
been attempted here. Make up your
mind to improve, exert yourself in
that direction and your work will
become both more interesting and
more effective.

ance of the pupils of the present time
in that area with the performance of
the pupils of the past; or whether
that term had been applied in a rela.
tive sense while comparing the per-
formance of pupils of the above-men-
tioned area with that of those of other
areas in the province like Tamilnad
etc. 1t was found out that there
were no statistical data for such a
conclusion. There was a feeling that
things were bad and the Government
appointed a committee,

In fact the headmasters of our
locality as well as the teachers resent-
ed that such a charge should be levell-
ed against secondary education in the
Andhra area as if the condition was
worse there than that in other areas
like Tamilnad. One headmaster repu-
diated the charge and affirmed thas
there was really no fall of standard
in Secondary Education in the Andhra
area alone and that the pupils were
showing more initiative and intelli-
gent grasp of things now than before.
They were able to express themselves
clearly on most points in the content
subjects in a much better manner
than in the previous years as a result
of the introduction of the mother-
tongue as the medium of instruction
in all Secondary schools. The Com-
mittee could not reply either way to
his question and they categorically
raised certain other points about
admissions into schools after private
study, promotions, efficiency of teach-
ing, private tuitions eto. eto.

The procedure for any committee

should be to issue an elaborate ques-
tionnaire on the topio in advance and
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try to elicit the opinion of the various
head masters, assistants, parents,
students and teachers’ associations.
Unfortunately such a procedure had
not been followed by the committee.
We now learn that last month (the
month of August) some questionnaire
for the purpose were sent to all
Secondary schools in the Andhra area.
How we wish that that were dome
first instead of at the last moment!
It would have saved a lot of energy
and public funds.

Further in the matter of giving
evidence before the committee a
notice requiring the presence of all
the headmasters of the District, a fow
L. T. assistants and some students
as well as some members of the public
was received. No inkling was given
as to the topics to be discussed so as
to facilitate witnesses to collect their
thoughts and present things in a
cogent and systematic manner.
A question was put. by the Com-
mittee for example: “In a class if
there are different boys weak in
different subjects, what do you think
of the plan to put them in separate
sections for e.g. a section of boys
weak in English, a section of boys
weak in Mathematios etc,, and give
the boys more periods in those
subjects in which they are weak?”
The members present had to stretch
their imagination, and answer it
<offhand.

Another point that should be
considered is the fact that notice
regarding the arrival of the committee
was not communicated to the Distries
Teachers’ Guild or any representative
Teachers’ Union to enable the Guild or
the Union to give its view point in the
,matter. Also the teachers interviewed
oollectively were intimated about the
arrival of the committee by the head
‘masters just & day before the fair and
in some cages on the particular day
iteelf. What ehould have been doue

had not been done. The committee
proceeded on the assumption that
there was a low standard in the secon-
dary schools of the Andbra area and
raised questions regarding the capa-
city of teachers teaching in the various
schools, their taking up of private
tuitions with the alleged consequent
evil effects, promotions and admi-
sgions in schools, the attitude of
parents and so on. What the standard
expected of is not clear,

The Registrar of the Andhra
University perhaps thought that the
standards were low from the perfor-
mance of the students at the Uni-
versity examinations. Since the Inter-
mediate examination is the examina-
tion where the first idea of the
attainment of students can be had,
the blame (if any ) for the low standard
(if any) will have to be thrown on
the Colleges and their staff where
lecturing instead of teaching is in
vogue. The S. 8. L.C. per{formance,
if taken into consideration, will, ons
can be sure, be the same in the
Andhra area as in the l!adras Uni-
versity aren. Take the average inthe
subjects separately for the Andhra
area and for the Madras area. Then
we can compare and find out about the
standard of the pupils whatever it
might connote. One can be sure that
the average performance will pot
differ in both cases.

If performance in English be
taken into consideration, we need not
worry. The Standard in English
cannot be clearly assessed from a
performance at the University exami-
nation which is dependent on various
nebulous factors. There had been no
proper grading of the subject and
there had been an indiscriminate
presaription of text books as for e. g.
‘Our India’ by Masani was prescribed
for the Intermediate as well as for
the S. 8. L. C. examination. Now one
need not worry much about 'the
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standard in English, The aim of
English teaching should be here after
quite different from what it had been
all along.

It is evident that the Universities
must fall into line with the secondary
schools by adopting the regiopal
language as the medium of instruction
in the colleges also. The anawmoly in
the present situation is clear. The
secondary schools had adopted the
regional lanpuage as the medium of
instruction. But the colleges had
not done so. Naturally they feel the
standard in English must have fallen
and therefure the standard of educa-
tion must have been lowered in com-
paricon with the previous years. In
fact the English of the pupils had not
been quite what it should have been
even long before the regional lancuage
had been thought of as the medium of
instruction as can be seen from a
perusal of the reports of the exami-
ners of the various subjects in the
S. S. L. C. examination when English
had been the medium of instruction,
One can clearly perceive that the
pupils are able to express themselves
better through the regional language
in the content subjects than in the
previous years.

If there had been a dissatisfac-
tion regarding the general condition of
schools and instruction imparted
therein, the complaint is general and
can be heard of all through the pro-
vince—as it is always in the nature of
one generation to think that the
standard of education in their time
had been higher than the generation
succeding theirs. T had the opportu-
nity of having an argument in this
connection with an elderly gentleman

‘who said that the educational

standards have now fallen low. His
argument was that in his time he had

" been able to repeat whole passages in

English and talk English fluently. At

present an S.S.L.C. cannot even
write a letter in £nglish, so he said.
That all the S. 8. L. C.a are not like
that and that person he might have
met might have been a poor
specimen of the system was lost
sight of. That his ability waas
only a feat of memory and not
of imagination or erudition, that the
subjects studied are now large in
number than before, that the inatitn-
tions at present are to deal with sylla-
buses which are time and again
changed with feverish haste in order
to combine the good effects of both
the S. 8, L. C. and the old Matricu-
lation and that the student material is
of different mental make up—all these
are forgotten by that gentleman as
well a8 other fossils like him,

1If one were to say that the
schools at present are overcrowded
and not properly equipped to meet
present day requirements and to do
full justice to the syllabuses and the
pupils, that the teachers who are the
vita) factors in any educational set-
up are not properly paid and are
having no proper service conditions
that the promotions are not made in
most schools in consultation with the
assistants, that mass education with-
out individual attention, is the order
of the day, and finally that the
S. 8. L. C. scheme had not been pro-
perly tried, one might agree with the
thesis put forward. But it must be
understood that this state of affairs
is not peculiar to the Andhra
Districts. The same conditions are
obtaining in all the Secondary
Schools of the provinee without
exception. They have been so from
a long time. It would have been
better if instead of instituting a com-
mittee for a particular area with such
a purpose as has been discussed a
special committee to go into the gene-
ral condition of all secondary schools
in the province and see how far the



Education - its Goal and Content
S. KRISHNA RAO, B. A., B. Ep.

¢ HE aim of education is that
the pupil should acquire an
automatic  appreciation of
values, moral and other. We do not
desire to produce indoctrinated minds.
Tha' is not the democratic ideal.
Totalitarians might wish to give a
twist when the mind is young in a
planned direction but our aim should
be to produce a free and faithful
intellectual and moral apparatus
rather than give preplanned twists.”

— H. E. Sriman C. Rajagopalachary.

Education in its broad sense is a
univeraal phenomenon. It is in evi-
dence when the mother bird patiently
tempt her young ones to learn to fly.
We witness it when the parent animal
painfully endeavours to enable its
offspring to acquire useful habits. We
recognize it in the barbarian’s blunt
instructions to his children to learn a
pattern of behaviour which he hopes
would stand them in good stead in
their future struggles of life. An im-
portant characteristioc of education
therefore is that it involves the soli-
citous effort of the elder members of
the community, concerning the future
happiness, collective and individual, of
its younger members. In fact it is
the very basis of all the activity that
goes on in the name of education in
any modern state.

=== Continued from preceding page

schools are equipped and what should

be done in order to secure individual

attention to boys had been instituted

by the Government. Also we urge
"upon the Government of Madras to

find out whether secondary education

i really of a high stendard in the
" other parts of the provinoce.

As we come to a civilized com-
munity we find that this rudimentary
nature of the phenomenon gets very
complicated, according to the stage
of vcivilization and the demands
peculiar to it, at any givea time. But
its fundamental aspects remain the
same. Therefore, if I may be permi-
tted to set aside the jaded jargons
of formal definition, I may define
education as purposive parental acti-
vity motivated to modify the be-
haviour of the young, in order to
implant habits, ideas and aspirations
in them, which are calculated to be
condusive to their future conduct in
this complex world.

A good number of ideological
questions may arise within the ambit
of tbis definition, the techinique of
teaching apart. For example, even
a casual observer may ask: who else
may step into the shoes of the parentas
and to what extent? Again, what
is the criterion of the motives which
the controlling agenoy may entertain ?
Further, what should be the pattern
of conduct aimed at? Finally how
far the future of the child is its own,
and how far can the claims of the
community colour it? The last ques-
tion particularly may make the reader
feel that my definition is very inade-
quate. Two facts are mainly respon-
sible for this apparent inadequacy,
First the child being toco young to
take care of jts education, has to be
gatxsﬁed to shift with what is given to
it. And then the giver’s idea of edu~
cation js too dominated by its social
aspeot to give the child its full due,
although the one claim of modern
educstion is its respect for the indi-
'vnduql. it is, in faot, my chief aim,
in this essay to induce the reader to
think of the goal and content of edu-
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cation from the point of view implied
in the last question. The answers to
the above questions are greatly over-
lapping and in the mass they make
the goal and content of education.

As civilization advances and as
the communitv grows more and more
‘organio,” greater and greater atten-
tion to education is paid by the com-
munity, with an increasing sense of
responsibility, a sense which is closely
akin to the instinct of self-preserva-
tion in an organism. A concomitant
of this increasing community atten-
tion is an increasing community inter-
ference in the affair and a gra-
dual  withdrawl of the active
interference of the parent. But
the nature and extent of this
community interference differ from
state to state acoording to the philo-
gophy of life that obtains there, as
expressed in and translated into action
by the government that obtains there.
In England and the U. S. A. much of
the community interference is in the
form of organized private effort as far
as finaces are concerned; while the
policy and active control are claimed
by the profession and the expert.
This has become possible because an
undefined delicate balance is maintai-
ned between the great commercial and
industrial magnates who are the donors
on the one hand, and the liberal pro-
fessionals and the experts on the
other. This balance is but an off-
spring of the implicit ideological
sympathy between the two. Thus the
public school life of England till lately
cherished and cultivated the imperial
aspirations of the English industrial
class. And when the experts like
Bertrand Russel began to warn the
public against its evils and actually
told that if * The British Empire was
won oun the playfields of Eton, it is
actually being lost there, ” the politi-
cal parties did not hesitate to liqui-
date the Empire. Similarly, most of

the great educational thinkers of
America who have a large hand in -
shaping the goal and content of her
education share sincerely in the
American industrialists’ faith in un-
limited private enterprise. It is this
peculiar harmony between the payer
and the piper in the realm of educa-
tion that has substantially contri-
buted to the building up of a wide
civic harmony among those nations,
by which the average individual is
content to be ocitizen of a state,
though he does not hesitate to criti-
cize it for a score of reasons. He does
not rush to destroy what he dis-
approves; he only seeks fo modify
it, and he hopes to do it sooner
or later by convinoing and bringing
round a good many to his own view
point, for surely they too must be
laboring under the same difficulties.

But a totalitarian state like Nazi
(Qermany excludes the professional
entirely from the shaping of education
and replaces the educational expert
by their own experts who draw
their inspiration not from research
and discussion of things purely
educational, but from an altogether
different thing, a political philosophy
or a social cult, the fountain head of
which is not an abstract ideal but an
individual. There is therefore little
scope for the wide range and freedom
that we observe in the former system.
Nor do we find the desire for agreement
and the anxiety for harmony as in the
former. There is simply no necessity
for them, because there is a foregone
conclusion that there is no necessity
for them. Therefore [ venture to call
the former system a flexible one and
the latter, a rigid.

We may easily realize that there
is bound to be a very great difference
between the two in point of goal and
content. In the flexible system the goal
is vague and distant; and therefore
the content rich, varied and accom-
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modating. But in the rigid system
the goal is definite and near ; and
the content uniform and overriding.
The first stands for tcleration and
seeks to develop that in the indi-
vidual; the second is just the reverse.
The first aims to fall in line with
nature and therefore evolves ad
infinitum and is hence potentially
immortal. The second ignores and
even seeks to distort nature and sets
up its own standards which stand in
the perpetual danger of being swept
away by the inexorable laws of nature
when it dces not bend to them.
Broadly speaking the gcal of the
flexible education is tentative and
open to adjustment; and its
content caters to the varied needs of
the ‘demos.’ The goal of the rigid
system is fixed, final and idolized; its
content is to suit the demands of the
origin of its inspiration, The flexible
system mostly shapes itself and all
the agents that are involved in it
come into the field as but means to it.
The rigid system bas a super imposed
form and is in itself a means to some-
thing else.  Owing to these reasons, in
the tlexible system the process of edu-
cation and the educated are glorified
ard their mutualreactions are watched
with scientific curiosity and respect.
So we may say with great truth that
in it the individual is respected as an
individual and there is an earnest
solicitude to make it to suit him.
But in the rigid system the process of
education as well as the individual
gsubserve a supreme purpose; which
may or may not conform to the claims
of the individual. Ideologically there-
fore the flexible system exalts the
individual and exists in his name but
the rigid system effaces him and
exists for some thing else. What with
the uncertainity of the ideology the
rigid system may impose and the
absence of the consideration of the
individual in it, it will be an idle effort

to specualate upon its goal and
content.

Standing as we are in India, on
the threshold of a new life, we are
anxious to build up a system of edu-
cation that would suit us. It is
natural therefore that the thinking
elements of the enthusia-'s for educa.
tional reform devote soma thought to
the goal and content ot the éyst;em
in the muking.

As no system of education that
is worth the name can afford to ignore
the cultural heritage of the country
it is intended for, it will not be out of
place to think of the goal and content
of the ancient Tndian education.

The agelone voal of the ancient
Iudian education had been * Brahma-
vidya.” Lest I should be charged
with a fanatic and vain glorious
cherishing of the past I restate it to
cater to the modern taste, without
injuring it : The attainment of that
unqualified perfection by the indivi-
dual, which he is potentially capable
of. This is a goal which Plato sets
up for education. Though the com-
mon complaint against his definition
of education is that it iz vague, its
critics must agree that it ie universal
in application and exalted in concep-
tion. Moreover, as the claims of the
individual are getting recognized to
be supreme, and as the goal of
human evolution is yet unknown, we
have to admit that such an ideal is
implicit in the flexible sy-tem of eda-
cation. At the same time we have
also to admit that the very vagueness
of the ideal renders it hard to realize,
and hence it is often lost sight of and
therefore it is often shelved al-
together from the field of practical
considerations. This blindness to the
supreme ideal s, I belisve, the
groatest tragedy of our modern edu-
cation; because, to loge sight of an
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exalted though indefinite ideal, is to
lose the source of an exalted inspira-
tion that would makg possihle .t!.le
highest flights of mind and spm:,i.
By our very despair we have confesse

that we are too weak to strive and
thus have unconsciously .hmlted the
unlimited : the human mind and the
buman spirit. Again in an attempt
to fix a concrete goal, we have substi-
tuted the content for the goa);, gud
have rendered education hh'nd ”hke
“ perceptious Witnout concrptions.

Again the ancient Indian edu-
cators exadted the indl\'ld.llal. and so
defined the peal of educ.mm.» in terms
of the individual. Butit was a goal
that was aspired aftec within .the
framework o a healthy practical
humanism. That is why we observe
in all ancient Indian things an un-
gwerving attention t)"thr('e things:
“Desa, Kala, Patra’; place, time
and ego — the state, the stagze of
evolution and the indlyldual (as
limited by these two). This helps us
realize that while the anment; have
taken care not ‘o compromise the
jdeal and at the same time tried to
give as much precision  as possible
to the content, the modern svstems
have almost forgotten the goal and
have over emphasised one or anofh.er
of the aspects of the content.  While
the ancients have accepted the com-
plex nature of the phenomenal world
and endeavoured to steer clear of
peril by striking a balance between
its essential aspects, the moderns,
overwhelmed by oneoverriding as.eet,
often disturbed such a balance.

Therefore with all its anxiety for
the individual the modern system
could hardlv touch his heart; it has
but superficially touched his physical
plane in terms of the growing com-
plexity of the modern _economic
gystem. Our professed faith in the
secular education is but our spiritual

despair; our declared respect for the
individual is but our covetous atten-
tion to property and its security—
individual enterprise and citizenship.
In other words our modern education
is a downright conlession that *“ The
World is too much with us ”’ and the
spirit too listle.

One of the aims of ‘modern -edu-
caticn is, no doubt, a healthy pursuit
of happiness. But happivess is
essentially an individuals’ subjective
experiencs. So unless he sees his goal
in terms ot the individual subjective
life, and finds it happy to pursue that
goal, his nominal freedom to pursue
happiness is a myth. That is why
once the individual enters life, it is
all an “ ignoble strife” for “ getting
and spending.” Thus it happens that
there is ro live link between the goal
and content in modern education.
But in ancient India, the goal was so
concretely held up to the individual
that it was a reality to him through-
out his life, forit was the goal of
life itself. The entire educational
gystem, in theory and practice, stood
for it and the entire community re-
cognized it.  Thus the live li_nk
missing in our present day education
existed in it firmly.

I fecl my essay will be incom-
plete if I do not endeavour to clear
some popular misconceptions about
ancient Indian education. For ex-
ample, it is commonly believed that
the ancients neglected the material
would and consequently professional
education, and that they devoted all
their energies to the pursuit of the
spirit, and that pursuit was the mono-
poly of a few. If by ancient Indian
education we mean only the frag-
ments of it that have survived the
innumerable onslaughts of foreign
invagions, it was certainly the cage.
But if we mean the really ancient
education, it is a wrong change.
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Majumdar in his ‘Corporate Life In
Ancient India ’ has shown from ample
evidence that the history of our
civilization, repeatedly reveals an
abiding relish for the enjoyment of
the fruits of the Earth. But it was
a restrained enjoyment with a care
that matter did not overwhelm spirit.
The enormous care they took to
maintain a complicated industrial and
economic system is ample proof of an
elaborate system of vocational educa-
tion without which the former would
bave been impossible. Nor can we
deny the universal nature of that
education when we notice that their
prosperity was universal. A very
Interesting thing about their philosc-
phy of life must convince those that
charge them with monopoly that
their charge is incorrect. That {eature
is that they achieved a sort of
sublimation of all professions, by so
teaching and practising them that
their cultural values were thoronghly
exploited to subserve the development
of the individual, by making spiritual
realization the goal of all professionsl.

Incidentally it is interesting to note
that even the typical Ancient Indian
games were given a thorough spiritual
bias. In practice too the system
worked splendidly because the su-
preme eocial purpose was firmly kept
before the professions as a means to
realize the supreme goal. Thereby
the apparent conflict between the
individual and social interests was
abolished. Again the goal so com-
pletely permeated the content. that
the agelong moral claim of abolishing
the barriers between the end and
means may be considered peculiarly
Indian. It automatically rendered
education a vital process, a process
in which the content fulfilled itself
in the goal and the goal constantly
guided the content.

Is it not worthwhile then that we
should revive by research whatever
is worth revival in our ancient system
of education ? Otherwise is it not
empty to talk of “a natioral system
of education based upon our ancient
culture ”’?

CITIZENSHIP - TRAINING
Ser R. SRINIVASA 1YANGAR,
Headmaster, Sarvajana High School, Peelamedu,

ERHAPS, the stage for discussion

of syllabuses is over, and the

draft syllabuses have received
the impress of finality.  Yet the
criticism bhas to be made out of a
gense of duty. The framers of the
syllabus in citizenship were so cock
aure of the soundness of their scheme
that even before it was to be finalised,
training had been organised. More-
over the rudiments of a ocourse in
citizenship may be subjected to criti-
<ciam even by the common citizens.

It has to be noted that this
syllabus was not drafted by a com-

mittee appointed to draft the syllabus
in citizenship, in which case, the
suggestive ideas in the literature
published by the British Association
for Education in Citizenship and
other educational bodies would have
influenced the content of the syllabus,
But this syllabus was framed by the
committee appointed to consider how
the principal features of scouting
could be introduced as part of the
school curricnlum. This committee,
knowing full well the unpopularity of
the term *Scout” and prejudice
against it, dropped it; and forgetting
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the fact that adequate training for
oitizenship requires simultaneous use
of all methods and that no one
method is complete in itself they have
evolved the compulsory training ‘of
oitizenship with the aid of Scouting
which ‘s avowedly voluntary and
develops certain traits of citizenship
through the attributes of backwoods-
manship, pioneerng, explorers and
frontiersmen. That the scouting
scheme should be incorporated with
the school curriculum has been
ignored. Even in the country of the
founder of the Scout Movement, the
blind, slavish and wholesale adoption
of the scouting programme of citizen-
ship has not been thought of, nor
worked in any educational institution.
It is passing strange that the com-
mittee should have thought it neces-
sary that every citizen-in-the-making
ghould learn square-lashing, diagonal
lashing, trestle-building, hut-building
or even signalling in Semaphore and
Morse, things which the children of
the exploiting nations should know as
colonials and explorers.

The citizenship-training is claim-
ed to be the crowning achievement in
the new dispensation of educational
planning ; but it is out of gear with
the rest of the curriculum. The
games connected with tracking,
message carrying, observation, health
practices and orderly movements in
groups ought to be easily correlated
with the sense perception games and
activities now provided for in the
physical education syllabuses. The
collections of stamps and Nature
specimens can easily be worked out
in the Nature-study classes. Play-
acting is not a new phenomenon to be
taught in special scouting classes
for all. Map-making and map-reading

are included in the syllabas on Social
Studies. There are several points in
the syllabus on social studies which
should find a place in any scheme of
citizenship trainifg.

The Madras Government’s sylla-
bus in citizenship-training is scouting
with a vengeance, but unfair to scout-
ing by dropping out the term *‘ Scout-
ing " and replacing the term “petrol ”
by the military term “Squad.” The
ethical basis of scouting for which
India took to scouting keenly is -
washed out by the dropping of scout
law and promise which might have
been replaced by the Gandhian Code
of Truth and Animsa (or Love); and
o character need not be the fouada-
tion for citizenship. The necessity
for the uniform of the brotherhood
has not been felt.  Knowledge of
about a dozen knots might be re-
placed by spinning as part of the
citizenship-training in Free India.
The only attra-tive features, viz., the
study of the national flag, national
songs and nationa! heroes and First
Aid may be incorporated in the exist-
ing curriculum without causing fright
to teachers. This ayllabus has not
been worked out anywhere in any
part of the world, is not suited to
our genius, might have waited for the
Indian Union’s Scheme of organising
“Hind Scouts” and should not be
thrust upon every pupil. The present
syllabus should be scrapped; and &
new committee of educationists con-
versant with the educational experi-
ments connected with citizenship-
training should be set to work. My
criticism is based upon my experience
of 27 years of headmustership and
25 years of Scouting, The present
scheme is neither - scouting nor
citizenship,



CULTURAL CO-OPERATION AMONG
COMMONWEALTH UNIVERSITIES
" Dr. C. R. REDDY

{ Giving his impressions on the Commonwealth Universitics Conference
held on July 19 at Oxford, ina Broadcast from All-India Radio, Madras,
Dr. C. R. Reddy, Vice-Chancellor of the Andhra University said :

HE Universities Conference was

well attended: superbly so. I he

largest number of delegates came
from the United Kingdom and from
Canada. Practically all the Universities
had sent representatives-South Africa,
Australia, New Zealand, India, Ceylon,
Khartoum, Jamaica, Malta, the
Royal University of which is an
antiquity next only to Oxford and
Cambridge, the French Universities of
Quebec like Laval and even some
University Colleges, in South West
Africa who are going to be constitu-
ted into Universities. It was the
congress of Empire intellect and
culture.

As between the delegates, there
was almost complete unity of spirit
and fraternal cordiality. 1 say almost
because I was not sure whether the
representatives of the Africanda Uni-
versities of South Africa were =0
whole-heartadly with Indians as, say
Canada, the eldest daughter of the
Empire who certainly feels it ne-
cessary oa her part to be the motherly
manaéer of the household. At one of
the conversations, an Africanda Vice-
Chancellor, who had attended the
Church gathering of some sort at
Tambaram some years ago eutered
into a conversation with me on his
own initiative on topics of Indo-South
African interest. He was very nice
and polite. But it was a case of
‘eweet words butter no parsnips’, for
when I asked him as one who had
enjoyed Indian hospitality whether

he would put me up as his guest if
I visited his University, he was taken
aback and he said that for my own
good, he would not be able to do so.
An English Professor from a South
African University flared up at this
and said that he would put me up and
would pot care a damn for Atrican
feelings. My impression is the
Africandas  will not mix with the
Commonwealth, say in the hearty and
unreserved manner as Canada or New-
Zealand.

Objects

The object of the Conference was
to bring about cultural co-operation
greater than now between the different
Universities.

Briefly the main resolutions were
as follows:

1. That each University should
circulate as part of its routine its
Calendars or Volumes of Statutes,
Ordinances and Regulations to every
other University in the Commone-
wealth.

2. In addition, the Bureau of the
Commonwealth Universities should
try and prepare a statement of the
research and other facilities that are
available in the different Universities,
more especially in the Dominions,
The record of the Universities in the
Unmted Kingdom being wellknown,
that may be omitted.

3. Universities should not send as
a general rule students to undergo
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ordinary graduate courses in other
Universities, at any rate, unless there
is epecial reason, therefor. For, at
present, as one of the consequences of
the World War 11, a large number of
young men and women who had left
their College to do war service are
seeking re-admission to the Universi-
ties to take up or to complete their
courses and naturallv they must be
given preference. The congestion is
80 great that in Oxford and Cambridge
the great traditional single rooms cr
suite of rooms are now being convert-
ed into double rooms and more than
one is lodged in the same suite as
what they call ‘partner.’

4. Universities should make every
effort to admit students sent from
abroad for post-graduate work and
research. In this field, the problem
of numbers is not so difficult to solve,.

Since post-graduate scholars pur-
suing higher courses of research are
selected from the most brilliant of
graduates and in not a few cases
from those employed as Demonstra-
tors and Lecturers, they should if
possible, be given some minor appoint-
ment, which would not take up too
much of their time as Demonstrators
or Tutors and even Lectorers in
exceptional cases o as to bring the
brilliant men of one country into
contact with the young students of
another and thus build up the moral
unity of the Commonwealth.

As part of the soheme, it was
further resolved that the different
Universities should try and provide
residential accommodation for such
scholars as are admitted in the Cam-
pus or the Colleges.

University and State

Some illuminating addresses were
also delivered.

. One was about the relationship

of the Universities to the State, a

difficult and complicated subject. On-
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the one hand, the University is a
moral Corporation; by rights it is the
censor of secular Governments, the
upholder of the ideals of humanity
transcending national boundaries.

Another address of supreme im-
portance was delivered by the Chair--
man of the University Grants Com-
mittee of the United Kingdom. This
institution came into existence as &
result of the first World War, when
Governments realised what a tremen-
dous lot of research had tg be done in
order to secure survival in the terrible
struggle for existence. The Univer-
sity Grants Committee tries to do its
best to secure funds from Government
for the Universities and is thus
constructive and helpful. Though
Government is now giving enormous
funds to the Universities, it respects
autonomy in accordanoce with the
tradition of England.

Universities in Colonies

The practice -of the different
Colonies is not uniform in this respect.
In some Colonies Governments inter-
fere in administration of the Univer-~
sities to a greater or lesser extent,
though nowhere have they depart-
mentalised higher education. Ancient
Universities like Lavel and the Royal
University of Malta function in the
traditional mavner, with full auto-
nomy. Canada on the whole follows
the principle of autonomy but natu-
rally in new Countries while the staff
may not be of the same standard as
in the United Kingdom and right
traditions and atmosphere have not
been established, Governments are
bound to figure in administration,
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Universities, The idea of an associa-
tion between Universities and Govern-
ments was mentioned as a possible
half-way measure. There was no
gainsaying the fac* that Govern-
mental Colleges are as a rule below
par.

The Bureau, under Mr. Foster, ia
doing excellent work. I feel that in
seeking admission to Colleges in U.K.,
Carnada, Australia etc., we must go not
only through our High Commissinners
but also through the Bureau of the
British Commonwealth of Nations,
which has a closer touch with Univer-
gities and their Vice-Chancellors. Of
course, in addition, our cwn Vice-
Chancellors should negotiate also with
fellow Vice-Chancellers abroad. In
the Upnited Kingdom, unfortunately,
we are inheritors of a bad traditiou of
the old British Raj. I am very sorry
to observe that the British Govern-
ment were far from anxious to secure
admission for Indians in the Univer-
gities of Great Britain. They seem to
have introduced a procedure to the
effect that all applications for admis-
sion should be sent through the India
Office or through the Agent-General
or whosoever is the representative for
such purposes in England of the
Government of India in London. This
result was apvthing but helpful, and
though our present High Commissioner

Mr. Krishna Menon, is cast in ‘a differe
ent mould and serves a patriotio
purpose, it does handicap a person
like myself who has contacts in
England to be told by a University,
as happened to me recently, that all
applications should be sent through
the High Commissioner before they
could be considered. Fersonally, [
feel that as we are members of the
Bureau we bave also as Vice Chan-
cellors the right to address each other
and we certainly do not want to ignore
our own High Comm ssioner who is
doing all he can help us and is neither
a drag nor a hindrance. At the Coa-
ference, it was the general feeling
that under the principle of autonomy
there could be and should be more
direct intercourse between the different
Universities. OQur High Commissioner
1s not the sort or man who will mis-
understand and [ trust Indian Uni-
versities will take full advantage of
the very cordial and fraternal uader-
standing thus established betwesn the
Commonwealth Universities.

One cannot conclude without
expressing one’s gratitude for the very
splendid arrangements made for our
reception at Bristol and Oxford and
the lavish hospitality bestowed. We
were made to feel perfectlyat home.
But Alas! I was not young enough to
enjoy to the full.

English Medium in Colleges : Replacement Move Ciriticised

Inaugurating the eighteenth South Indian Education Week on 19th Oct,
Dr, Sir A. Lakhmanaswami Mudaliar, Vice-Chancellor of the Madras Univer.
sity, referred to the proposal that with in the next five years the Universities
in India should so reshape their studies that the medium of instruction would

no longer be English.

Referring to the recent directive that ¢ within the next five years. Univer.
sities in India should so reshape their studies that the medium of instruction
will no longer be English.” Dr. Mudaliar said, I must confess that such a
directive, when brought into practice, will lead virtually to the necessity for
abolishing most of the colleges that have been affiliated to the University.

Some Pronouncements on the Languages Controversy

1. Education through Medium of Mother-tongue

[The Government of India have defined their policy regarding the
medium of instruction in Educational Institutions. A Resolution published
in the Gazette of India dated August 14, 1948 says :—]

HE principle that a child should be
T instructed in the early stage of.his
education through the medium of the
mother tongue has been accepted by the
Government. All educationists agree
that any departure from this principle
is bound to be harmful te the child aad
therefore to the interests of society.
Unfortunately the application of
this educationally sound principle in
practice raises some difficulties. One
question is what is to be considered as
the mother tongue through which edu-
cation has to be imparted. As is well
known, in every region, province and
State in India, a number of dialects are
spoken. Are thev to be all adopred as
media of education? Unforrunately their
number is large and most of them are
without literature and therefore without
necessary pabulum to nourish education,
There are, however, about a dozen lan.
guages more or less developed, which
possess literatures and which seem to be
marked out to become such media..

Multi-Lingual Provinces

Here a second ditliculty arises. Al
though in some provinces one of these
languages is predominant, in others
speakers of two, three or four of them
live together, and there is hardly a
province in which besides a principal
language there are not consideralle
number of inhabitants speaking other
languages.

Coundttions in India make it impos-
gible for any State or province to adopt
any single language as the medinm of
ipstruction. An attempt to adopt one
language in a province where groups of
people speaking different langurges
reside and to impose it on all is bound
to lead to discontent and bitterness, It
will affect inter-provincial relations and
set up vicious circles of retaliation,

Provincialism will grow and Indian na.
tionalism will suffer.

The history of European countries
is a warning. England sought to im-
pose Englich on Ireland, Germany
German *on Poles, Eastern European
countries their particular languages on
pockets of inhabitants speaking foreign
languages. In every case the results
have been disastrous.

Limitations

In the case of India there does not
exist any justification for adopting a
policy which Europeans followed to their
discomfiture. All provincial languages
are Indian languages and there is little
reason why any provinee in India should
seck to deprive children inhabiting that
province of their fundamental right to
receive education through the medium
of the mother tongue.

It is obvious that if a province has
adopted any particular language as the
language of administration, it will be to
the interest of those whose mother tongue
is different, to learn it in order to claim
participation in the life and privileges
of the people of the province.

The principle of teaching through
the mother tongue then is of general
application, but practical considerations
suggest two limitations,

In the first place, the principle ap-
plies mainly to the first stage of edu.-
cation, i.e., the stage of compulsory
primary education, or to the group of
children at the junior basic stage from
the ages of 6 to 11, for the reason that
at the stage of compulsory education,
children should not be forced to study
a language which is not their mother
tongue. In the higher stages after the
junior basic, it will be necessary for
pupils to learn the languag: of the
province,

’
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Secondly, employment of the mother
tongue for the education of the children
whose numbers are extremely small
will create administrative and financial
difficulties. Hence it is desirable that
a minimum number should be fixed for
the use of their language. The provinecial
or State Government should not only
refrain from forcing any particular
language on such groups but should

place the same facilities of education at
their disposal as it does for the other
children,

The Government of India is of
opinion that in the larger interests of
the country, it is desirable that the
policy enunciated above should be
followed by all provincial and State
Governments,

2. National Languages to replace English

[ The Government of India have adopted the recommendations of the
Committee on Medium of Instruction and are of the view that in the interegt
of National Education, these recommendations should be given effect to

immediately, says a press note. ]

THE committee was appointed in
accordance with the recommenda.

tion of the Central Advisory Board of
Education at the meeting held in
January 1948 and endorsed by the All-
India Education Conference convened
by the Minister for Education. It
consisted of vice-chancellors of all Indian
Universities and a few specialists and
met at Delhi on May 1-2, 1948, under
the chairmanship of Dr. Tara Chand,
Secretary, Ministry of Education,

After careful examination of the
committee’s recommendations, the
Ministry of Education have requested
the universities and provincial Govern-
ments to replace Englisk as the medium
of instruction at the university stage
by gradual stages and to adopt in its
place the language of the State or
province or region as the medium of in-
struction and examination.

The universities have also been
.asked to provide for a compulsory test
in the federal language during their
first degree course without prejudice to
the result of the degree examination
and for the teaching of the {federal
language to all students who wish to
take it up as an optional subject,
Regarding the federal language and its
soript the Government of India will
await the decision of the Constituent
Assembly.

Place of English

In view of the considerations urged
by the committee, the Ministry have
requested the universities and provineial
Governments to take steps to see that
during the transitional period, English—
not as a literature but as a language—is
continued as a compulsory subject in
the higher courses.

The recommendations made by the
committee in regard to the preparation
of text-books ond scientific terminology
are under the active consideration of
the Ministry of Education in consultation
with the various Ministries,

The question of granting extra.ter-
ritorial jurisdiction to the various uni.
versities in order to help in the solution
of the language problem of linguistio
minorities within a province or State,
has been referred to the Inter-University
Board for examination and the Govern.
ment will come to a decision on this
question on receipt of the Board’s report.

F.P.S. C. Examinations

'_I‘he committee’s recommendation
relating to the conduct of Federal
Public  Service Examinations through
the language of a region has been re-
ferred to the Ministry of Home Affairs,
Government of India, for examination
and action.

Provincial Governments as well as
universities have been requested to
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inform the Ministry of Education,
Government of India, regarding the
action taken or proposed to be taken
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by :them to implement the recom.
mendations of the Medium of Instrue-
tion Committee,

3. ‘““English will have to be used for'many
purposes.”’
By PANDIT NEHRU

LTHOUGH Government’s activities
will have to be conducted more and
more in Hindustani, sti!l the English
language will have to be used for many
purposes. There is no reason why we
should look upon this question as one
of high principle or prestige. From the
practical point of view it is clear that
we will have to use Hindustani more
and more, not excluding English, but
using it wherever necessary, because
English is not only a language that we
have used for a long time, but it is one
of the major languages of the world,
said Pandit Nehru here today, referring
to the language question in the course
of his address to the conferunce of Pro.
vincial Local Self-Government Ministers,

¢ Also, T do not say in using Hindu-
stani we should not encourage the use
of well-established English technical
terms in Hindustani, instead of trying to
trapslate them into heavy, understand.
able words,” added Pandit Nehru.
s« There arc many such terms which
have become common in Hindustani just
as there are a number of Hindustani
words have become current coin in
English. I once took the trouble when

I had some leisure in Ahmadnagar, to
collect the Hindustani words in the
English language —I could not complete
the task—but 1 was myself surprised to
find a number of Hindustani words
current in the English language. Every
living language must make words from
whichever source it can. So we need
not fight shy of taking words from
English or from any other language.” '

Prefacing these remarks Pandit
Nehru said, < Three or four days ago I
came here for the Health Conference.
On that oceasion 1 asked members pre-
sent how many of them understood
Hindustani and how many did not. I
am told that some at least who were
present did not understand Hindustani
but were too shy to say so.

“We all know, there is some con-
troversy going on in the country about
the language question. Of course, it is no
use imposing a thing from above. A
living language has to be a part of the
common life of the people, and all that
the Government and tho educational
system can do is to give a little impetus
to it.”

4. National Language of India
By Dr. BHAGAVAN DAS, BENARES

O long as India was not divided, I
was of opinion that our Rashtra
Bhasha should be a mixture of Hindi

and Urdu, i. e. Hindusthani, and that all
children of both sexes and all. creeds
should be taught that language in both
scripts, as far as possible, in all our
schools and colleges. But now ‘tl;at our
unbappy Motherland has been vivisected,

I am equally definitely of opinion that
pure Sanskrit.-based Hindi in Nagari
script should be compulsorily taught to
all students of all creeds in our educa-
tional institutions, parents of other
creeds than Hindu being at perfeot
liberty to teach their children any other
script and language in their own homes
and at their own expense. Of course
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the provincial mother-tongue should be
taught to children of the respective pro-
vinces besides Hindi.

T should also add that there are lite-
rally hundreds .of words of Urdu, i e.
Persian and Arabie, which have become
80 assimilated into Hindi (a score or
more are to be found in even that Bible
of Hindus, Tulasidas’s glorious Rama-
yana) that it is not worth while trying
to replace them by others of Sanskrit
origin. Indeed there are scores for
which it would not be easy to find exact
Sanskrit equivalents, such as—sifarish,
shikayat, sapurd, halwa, chammach,
shahna, vakil, mukthar, dastavex, sanad,
kaghaz, badam, pishta, kishmish, akhrot,
seb, hog, haqigat, himmat, naqd, namu.
na, zor, muhnzor, sinazor, dastak, dukan,
baghal, ete. similarly Urdu-philes, will
find it impossible to substitute Arabic or
Persian words for hundreds of Hindiones,

As regards seript, it is indisputable
that Nagari is the only strictly scientific
seript on the surface of the earth, and
with the addition of a dozen accented
letters, it could transliterate almost any
of the thousands of language spoken by
humans of different countries. No other
script can do this except perhaps the
Roman, of which more presently.
Though there are some 200 languages
spoken in “India, there are only cight
principal ones, of which four (or five if
we include Punjab Gurnmukhki) belong
to North India: viz,, Hindi, Bangia,
Marathi, Gujerathi—all derived from
Sanskrit. If these were written in
Nagari, any person whose mother-tongue
is any one of them would be able to
understand the larger part of the other
three. Some forty years ago, the late
Justice Sharada Charan Mitra, after
retiring from Calcutta High Court start-
ed a tri-monthly in which he published
in Nagari script, articles in the above
four major tongues of south India:
Telugu, Tamil, Kannada, Malayali, I
could understand almost all of the
Bangia, Gujerati, Marathi, and could
also make guesses at meanings of sen-
tences of Telugu and Kannada which
are full of Sanskrit words. Tamil and
Malayauli also have many Sanskrit words,
but not so many,

So far Hindi versus Urdu. Now,
let us turn to English. 1 bave observed
with much alarm the sudden hatred for
the En:lish language as well as English
men which has been born, simultane-
ously with swaraj. It is 2 prime mark of
the demoralisation which has fallen like
a blight upon the Hindu soul. We can-
not do witheut the English language or
good,sincere, just-minded Engliéhmen for
many long years to come One proof of our
need of the English language is that the
Secretary of N. P. Sabha has, expressly
asked me to write this ariticle in
English and not in Hindi. Engtish is the
only language to-day which is under-
stood by millions In every one of our
provinees, It has enabled us to strive
for Swaraj. It has revolutionised our
literature from absurd endless repetitions
of the same old themes into new ideas,
new thoughts, new emotions, new
sciences, new facts aund realities as
against fiction and Arabiau Nights fables,
[ think it was a bad mistake on the part
of members of N. P. Sabha—a number
of them very gyood-intentioned and
patriotic friends of mine—to resolve on
a fine of one anna per word of English
used in talk by a Hindu. What Hindi
and Sanskriv equivalents can they otfer
for engine, rail station, semaphore, engine.
driver, train-guard, summons, warrant,
table, collar, sten-gun, bren.gun, tommy.
gun, dynamite, and a host of orhers, to
say nothing of hundreds of technical
terms of physical science ¢ I believe it
to have been a somewhat similar mistake
on the part of my very worthy and dear
friend Purushottam Das Tandon to have
banned the Eaglish linguage overnicht
from the Legislative Assembly, He is
finding it diticult to get Bills truns.
lated into Hindi. The U. P. Sabha and
Speaker should, it seems to me, have
allowed some time, say six months at
least, for transition.

As to Englishmen, I should be happy
to see thousands of them as well as other
Europeans and Americans, Chinese and
Japanese—of course of the good sort—
dwelling amongst us as public servants,
as merchg.nts, as mill-managers, as army
navy, artillery, cavalry, air force officers,
side’ by side with Indians in similar
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capacities, Indians especially Hindus,
have not got that civic sense, that
solidarity, that discipline, that sense
of duty and organic responsibility
which Englishmen have. They have
organised our utterly disorganised ;}nd
disunited India into an organic uni'y,
they have created the wonderful
printing-press, railway, telegraph, radio,
cable and airways system, and created
vast factories. mines and mills which

. have changed the face of India and the

ways of cur life have brought us’ out of
medievalism into modern civilisation.
They have given us back our Vedas and
Upanishads and other precious writings
which our caste.proud Pandits had lost
sight of. They have recovered for us
the history of the great empires  of
Chandriguptc and Asoka  and  the
Maurva and Guptas which we had for-
gotten,  BEven today, wherever there
happens ta have been a good Endlish-
men left belind at the head of an office,
there is more disciphine. less laxity, even
Jess corruption and bribers than where
there is none.

A few more words in conclusion,
Some Hindus must become scholars of
Urdy, Persian, Arabic in order to ac-
quaint themselves with the beauties,
humour, high thoughts, historical re.
gearches, philosophies of Akbar Allaha.
badi, Hali, Anis, Maulana  Shibli,
Hafiz. Sadi, Maulana Rum Umar
Khayyam, Ibn Arabic, Jili Ghazzali
and many another —in order to translate
them into Hindi for the benefit of the
general public. Even more so, genera-
tion after generation must master the
English Janguage or some other ad-
vanced language such as German,
French, Italian, Russian (though English
will naturally come easiest to us, because
of our long association with the English)
for the same purpose, and more parti.
culariy for the spread here of knowledge
of the marvellous scientific discoveries
of the West. Not only this, but our
brilliant young men and women of staid,
steady, sober character only warned
against drinking and social vice, must
go out of Europe and America to acquire
first hand knowledge of new dis-
coveries.

Yet another word about the Roman
script. Though far from scientific, it has
vet this advantage that it too like
Nagari, can transliterate every current
lancuage fairly accurately after impor-
tation of a few accented letters and
diacritical marks.  If proof is needed,
the reader may look into my book, ¢ The
Essential Unity of All Religions’ in
which original texts in a dozen languages,
from scriptures of eleven great living
religions of the earth, have been trans.
cribed in that seript.  If any one will
carefully read out any of these to one
familiar with that language the latter
will understand it quite well.  Also, it
i8 the common script of all the Western
world, comprising about half the total
population of the world, i.e. about one
thousand millions, While Nagari should
be common script of India, we should
teach our children and youth the Roman
script also in order that they may be
able to contact the whole modern
civilised world easily.
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Dr. G. S. KRISHNAYYA

Appointed as Liason Officer in Washington

R. G. S. KRISHNAYYA who
has sailed during the week-end
(25th Sept.) on the S, S. Strathe-

den for U. S. A, via. U. K. to take up
his new appointment as Deputy Edu-
cational Liason Officer
in the Indian Embassy
in Washington, was till
recently Educational
Inspector of the Wes-
tern Divigion and In
spector of Kuropean
schools of the Bombay
Province. Before hefj
was appointed in 1939
to be Bombay’s first
Indian Inspector of
Anglo-Indian and Euro-
pean schools he had
been Professor of Edu-
cation in Mysore,
-Superintendent of
"Education, Hyderabad
Residency and Pro-
fessor of Education
and Vice Principal,
Kolhapur Teachers’ College.

He has not only managed the
routine work of his large jurisdiction
and organized school activities for the
.improvement of the performance of
the schools and teachers but he has
besides written saveral useful ednca-
tior.al books and contributed articles
on education to various papers and
periodicals.

The selection by the Government
of India of Dr. G. S. Krishnayya has
been generally acclaimed as almost
appropriate as he possesses the neces-
sary back-ground and the needed out-
look. Having spent
over five years in Co-
lumbia, NewYork City
dving his M.A. and
Ph. D. in Eduecation
and travelled a great
deal there he would
naturally command
Awmerican interest
fland confidence and
be able to help In-
dian students to get
3 into suitable institu-
tious and make the
right contacts.

His book for In-
dians going to Ame-
rica (available at
Bookland, Fort, Bom-
bay) should befriend
' bim to  different
parties in U. 8. A. that he would
have to deal with and enable
him to establish contacts more easily
for Indian students and others. His
ability to write and lecture and mix
gocially should be of special value
especially at this time to all progres-
sive forces and bodies in America for
the creation of friendly relation and
better understanding.

SCIENTIFIC TERMS

THE recommendations made by the Committee in regard to the prepara-
tion of text-books and scientific terminology are onder the active
coneideration of the Ministry of Education in consultation with the
various Ministries.
= The question of granting extra-territorial jurisdiction to the various
Universities in order to help in the solution of the language problem of
linguistic minorities within a Province or State has been referred to the
. - - Inter-University Board for examination and the Government will come
to a decision on this question on receipt of the Board’a report. '
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EDITOR'S NOTE

Owing to some unavoidable oir-
cumstances, we are obliged to issue
this Number as a Double Number
for October and November 1948
with more number of pages and we
crave the indulgence of our Readers

for the same.
Mo, Eprros.

Educational India
MASULIPATAM, Oct. & Nov, 1948

Pa—

Social Studies *

ONE of the great changes
that the government of
Madras has introduced into

secondary schools as a result of

the country having become free
is the substitution of the subject
of social studies for History, Geo-
aphy and Civics which were
itherto studied as separate sub-
jects. This has been hailed as a
fundamental change which will
produce a nation the members of
which will be highly patriotic
citizens devoted to the highest
and noblest traditions of the
land of their birth in the felds
of religion, Art, Government and

Community life while respecting

at the same time the legitimate

rights of other nations.

* Iotrodncing Social Studies by J. H.
Forrester, B. A, PaD., Orisnt Longmans Ltd.,
Madras 1948, Pp 60, Price Re. 1}

HETHER the change is go-

ing to produce a result like
this depends in the first place on
a correct understanding of the
aim and scope of social studies
and in the second place on an
adequate supply of teachers who
have such an understanding and
who are trained to teach the
subject on right lines and accord-
ing to appropriate methods. In
this book ‘: Introducing social
studies’ an attempt has been
made to define the aim and
scope of social studies, what
waterials it consists of, how
these materials are to be arranged,
what methods are to be employed
in teaching the subject and
what its relationship is to the
rest of the school curriculam. It
is a very praise-worthy attempt
and it has been carried out with
a great deal of success. At the
same time however even after a
careful study of the book one is
left in doubt as to whether the
time has come to do away com-
pletely with the separate study
of History Geogtaphy, Civics and
Economics and the introduction
of this new subject in their place.

N making out a case for the

new subject the writer of the
book emphasizes a truth which
will be accepted by all that the
purpose of education is to deve-
lop certain types of people and
not to merely impart certain in-
formation, and that the kind of
people produced by education is
more important than what these
people know. But the writer is
mistaken in thinking that the
existing system of education does
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not aim at developing a certain
type of people. It does so and
imparting of information is the
means adopted by it for that
purpose. People who know and
who are well informed about
History, Geography, Civics, etc.,
will in its opinion be better citi-
zens than those who do not know.
The only question is whether
. something more is to be done in
schools to train pupils in habits
of coilective and corporate life

and whether for answering this
purpose the new subject of social
studies is to take the place of the
older subjects.

HE case for the new subject

stands on the view that the
older subjects of History etc,
merely give information and
thev do not aim at influencing
the attitudes and conduct of
pupils. This is hcowever a mis-
take. In every country the facts
included in History text books
are selected with a view to give
particular bias to pupils. It
may be a nationalistic or a demo-
cratic or a communistic or an
international one. The same is
the case with regard to the other
subjects. The mere imparting of
information is not the sole or the
rimary aim anywhere. And
Social Studies which according
to the writer has to borrow its
material from History, Geogra-
phy etc.. cannot claim to be
peutral. On the other hand it
too will encourage a particular
kind of bias and according to the
writer that is the very purpose
of the new subject.

ANOTHER argument in favour

of the new subject is that
History, Geography and Civics
are now studied as independent
subjects in isolation from one
another and that this defect will
disappear when social studies
takes their place. This is also a
mistaken view. The tendency
at the present day is to empha-
size the interrelation ship among
all these subjects and to treat
them as mutually dependent. It
is this tendency that requires to
be strengthened and not the
substitution of an entirely new
subject.

FR())I one standpoint the namé
“Social Studies™ itsclf as
applied to a particular subject is
most inappropriate. For the pur-
pose of all studies is to socialize
man. All education—whether it
is the study of the mother tongue
or of science or of mathematics
should enable the children to
understand the Community in
which they live and take a res-
ponsible part in the life around
them. The purpose of the . so-
called ¢ Social studies’ is the
purpose of education itself.

S a matter of fact most of
what is contained in the book
under reference is only a plea for
a better selection of the material
to be included in the text books
on History etc., and for a better
handling of them. It is such
selection and such handling that
are required and not the doing
away of the traditional subjects.
Each of them has a unity and

" individuality of its own and all
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that will be lost if they are to
give place to this new subject.

THE Educational Department
of Madras has not succeeded
so far in bringing out a tolerably
satisfactory syllabus on the sub-
ject of social studies although
schools were compelled to begin
teaching it since July last. ‘The
Draft syllabus is still a draft.
It is being revised and it is not
known when it will be finalised.
So vague are the ideas of prota-
gonists of the new subject that
they have not been able to pro-
duce a syllabus which can fulfill
their aim of coordinating ‘“‘Social
activities, social training and
social studies.” Asa matter of
fact the attempt at correlating
them that has been made in the
draft syllabus is so clumsy in
some parts and in many others
there is no correlation at all.

HE question however will be

asked if this change is to be
entirely abandoned. Certainly
not. It is a change which is
being worked in certain other
oountries of the world. There are
many who advocate it. There is
therefore no reason why it should
be completely given up. But in
view of the vagueness of the sub-
ject, the difficulty of framing a
proper syllabus and the paucity
of trained teachers the best
course i8 to permit training
schools to try the new subject
and await the results of their
experiment before making it
compulsory for all. The permis-
sion may be extended to ordinary
schools also if there are teachers

who are familiar with the subject
on their staff. This is not how-
ever the time for substituting it
for the subjects of History, Geo-
graphy and Civics in all schools.

University Autonomy

URING the discussions on

the Secondary School Certi-

ficate Examination  Bill
in the Bombay Legislative
Assembly the question whether
the University should be permit-
ted to have an entrance exami-
nation of its own came up for
consideration. It is unfortunate -
that the Government fought
against such a permission being
granted and thus interfered with
the autonomy of the University.
It is the inherent right of every
university to decide for itself
what qualifications should be
possessed by those who wish to
enter its portals for higher edu.
cation. It is only then that it
will be in a position to maintain
proper academic standards. It
is invading its sphere of legiti-
mate jurisdiction to compel it to
admit students with whose edu-
cation or merit it is not satisfied.
Even where universities have
their own entrance examinations
it is found that many enter the
universities and are found later
on to be little fitted for receiving
higher education. This is one
of the reasons for the large
percentage of failures in Univer-
sity examinations and for the
educational wastage which it
consequently involves—a matter
to which attention has been
drawn for years by many
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observers of university educa-
tion in India. This danger will
become all the more serious when
the University has no entrance
examination of its own. The
Bombay University will in
future be compelled to recognise
the S.S.L.C. examination for
entrance to its courses.

T is true that Government

accepted the amendment that
the University should have the
right to preseribe the subjects
and the standard of marks to be
obtained by those desiring to
enter its portals but the accept-
ance s pot unconditional.
Even here the Government has
reserved to itself certain over-
riding rights under which it is
empowered to examine the sug-
gestions of the University and
approve or reject them. This is
much worse than denying the
University tbe right to have its
own entrance examination. Uni-
versity authorities gshould be
expected to know better what
their requirements are than the
official experts in the Education
Department. It is best that the
Government fully concedes this
right to the University.

TH!S is just what is being pro-

posed in Madras. Here also
¢here is a demand for the re-
organisation of the secondary
achoo) courses. The opinion is
pow beld that they should be
‘bifurcated into vocational and
academic courses and only those
following the latter should be

rmitted to enter the Univer-
sity which retains its sole right

0 examine them. The Univer-
sity therefore will have complete
control over its entrance exami-
nation. This is as it should be.

Conscription of Teachers Again

HERE is an idea prevalent
among some eminent persons
that it is essentially the lack

of teachers that stands in the
way of the educational expansion
in the country and that the best
way of getting an adequate
supply is by resorting to con-
scription. This is of course not
a new idea. It was put forward
some years ago but did not find
favour with most educationists
who could speak with authority
on the subject. All the same it
has again been seriously put
forward by Mrs. Lilavati Munshi,
member of the Bombay Legisla-
tive Assemibly in a resolution
recomimending the appointment
of a Committee to work out
details of a scheme to conscript
matriculates and graduates for
service as teachersin primary and
secondary schools for a period of
at least two years,

HE pleaded that this should
be regarded not as a permanent
feature of the educational system
but only as a measure to meet

the present emergency of scarcity -

of teachers. She recognised that
this system might lead to deteri-
oration in the quality of teaching
but pressed for it on the ground
that the need for spreading edu-
cation was urgent and that even
as things stood at present it
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could nct be said that the whole
of the teaching staff was either
competent or highly skilled.

HESE arguments however are

not really convincing. They
all start on the assumption that
Provincial Governments in the
country have plans for the intro-
duction of universal education,
that every other element needed
to bring the plans into operation
is ready and that they are being
held up only because of the
gcarcity of teachers. This is not
the case at all. No provincial
Government has under 1its con-
templation the introduction im-
mediately of universal education.
Everywhere it is being post-
poned mainly on  financial
grounds. No where have syste.
matic plans been worked out.
There are only vague ideas about
the kind of basic education that
has to be provided for. Under
these circuwmnstances there is no
peed whatever to resort to con.
geription of any sort.

M()RE()VER there are large
numbers of educated people
who are willing to serve as
teachers provided they are given
a living wage. Many of them are
pow unemployed. What is there-

fore needed is some system
under which their services could
be utilised. 1t is only when the
volunteer system fails that
government may be justified—if
at all it is justified—in resorting
to compulsion.

HERE is also a third point to

be considered, a point ably
brought out by the premier, Mr.
B. G. Kher. 1t is that there are
many other spheres of national
work as important as education
in which progress has not been
possible because of scarcity of
workers. Production of food and
housing are two such spheres at
the present day and they have
an urgency not possessed by
education.  There is therefore
no reason why conscription should
he resorted only in the case of
teachers and not of the growers
of food and the builders of houses.
Conscription except for purpose
of defence raises issues of a highly
complicated character.

T is therefore best that compre-

hensive plans of education are
first framed and the voluntary
system of securing teachers 18
tried before Gevernments think
of conscription.

Educational Broadcasts
The Station Director, A. I. R. Madras, says in a communication : Important

changes have been introduced in the rch

eme of our secondory education with a

view to preparing the pupils for citizenship in a free country. The Schedule
of educational broadcasts of the Madras Centre of Al ladia Radio for the -cur-
rent term conforms to the syllabus of the re-organised scheme so that they may
gupplement the instruction imparted in the schools.

The introduction of the mother tongue as the medium of instruction the
elimination of History and Geography as separate subjects and their integra-
tion into Social Studies, the inclusion of Crafts and Technological courses are
among the salient features of the reorganised scheme. Most of these features
have been incorporated in the school broadcasts.

K
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DELHI

WORLD ASSOCIATION OF
UNIVERSITIES

UtrECHET CONFERENCE DECISION

The Preparatory Conference of Re-
presentatives of Universities which re-
cently met at Utrecht, Netherlands, has
recommended the formation of an inter
national Association of Universities, it
18 learnt here. An interim committec of
ten was appointed by the Conference to
develop plans for such an organisation.
Dr. Sarvapalli Radhakrishnan was elect-
ed to be a member of this Committee.

Thirty-three countries participated
in the Conference in which Indian uni-
versities were represented by Mr. M,
Ruthnaswamy, Vice-Chancellor, Anna-
malai Universisy, and Mr_C. P. Narain,
Vice-Chancellor, Patna University, Prin-
cipal G. M, Sinha, Bhagalpur College,
also attended as an observer, All the
three were nominees of the Inter-Uni-
versity Board. On behalf of the Gov-
ernment of India, Mr. M. S. Sundaram,
Secretary, Education Department, Indian
High Commissioner’s Office, London
attended the Conference as an observer,

BASIC EDUCATION

A plan for thorough trial of the
basic system of education suggested by
the C. P. and Berar representative at a
meeting of the Standing Committee for
Basic Education of the Central Advisory
Board of Education held at Delhi on
September 3, was, it is believed, appre-
ciated by the Committee and may be
recommended by the Board to all pro-
vinces for consideration and experi-
ment. The meeting, which was pre.
sided by Dr. Zakir Hussain, was at-
tended by representatives from various
Pprovinces.
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U. S, EDUCATIONIST TO
ADVISE INDIA GOVT.

Dr. Arthur E. Morgan, first chair-
man of the Tennecsse Valley Authority
in 1933 and formerly President of the
Antioch College, Yellow Springs, Ohio,
U. 8. A, isshortlv leaving for India in
response to an invitation of the (Govern-
ment of India to serve on a nine man
commission to study India’s system of
higher education.

Dr. Morgau is regarded in the United
States as a pioneer of progressive educa-
tion as well as in flond control engineer-
ing, public administration and com-
munity enginecring.

The other American educational
expert to sarve on the same .commission
is Mr. John J. Tigert, United States
Commissioner for Education from 1921
to 1928 and later President of the
University of Florida,

SIR C. V. RAMAN APPOINTED
FOR NATIONAL RESEARCH
PROFESSORSHIP

The Government of India have
created a National Research Professor-
ship under the Department of Scientific
Research.

This is the first National Chair and
will be held by the eminent Indian
Secientist, Sir C. V. Raman, at the Indian
Academy of Sciences, Bangalore.

MADRAS

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

The membrs of the Physical Educa-
tion Syllabus Committee met the Mini-
ster for Education on Sept. 24 and dis-
cussed with him the details of report
they had submitted to the Government,

During the discussion, it was sug-
gested that the syllabus must come into
line with the scheme for the reorganisa-
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tion of secondary education, in which
Certain physical activities are prescribed
under the head, *‘citizenship training.” A
suggestion was also made that the train-
ing imparted should be such as to fit the
boys easily to enter the National Cadet
Training Corps to be formed in the
higher classes.

As regards Physical education for
women, it was proposed that the syllabus
should be framed 1n a mamn=r suited to
the genius and Life of the people of the
province, the necessary bias bmng given
in relation to activitics like kummi,
kolattam and folk dances.

LANGUAGE STUDY IN
PRETECHNOLOGICAL COURSES

On the subjeet ot livhtening the
ourriculum of studies for the pretechno-
logical cours»s, provided for under the
schewee of bifurcated courses in Secon-
dary Schools, the Government have
decided that students, who rake the pre-
technological ¢onrses niayv be permirted
to study the regonal languiss for the
four periods in a week, which are com-
mon to all pupils. and that they may be
allowed the option to study either a
language in the second language group
or English, the third lansuage and to
utilise the periods thus released for the
study of the technical subjects, in addi-
tion to the time now provided for them,
states i Press Note.

EDUCATIONAL BROADCASTS
IN SCHOOLS

The Government have approved the
proposal of the Director of Public
Instruction that schools which have
radio sets may be advised to include
educational broadecasts as part of the
time tabla and that heads of schools
should decide which class or classes
gshould ‘¢listen in”’ according t» the
subject of the lecture.

BOMBAY
FREE STUDENTSHIPS

The Government of Bombayv have
sanctioned 10 per cent, full free student.
ships and 10 to 15 per cent, partial free

studentships at the "Grant Mediocal
College, Bombay. The concessions will
become operative from the November
term this year,

These studentships have been offered
lest the recent increase in tuiton fees
at the medical colleges in the province
should handicap poor students. Govern-
ment do not, however, hold that the
increage in fees is beyond the means
of the average student,

The concessions will be in addition
to the studentships and other conces-
sions available to Backward Class stu-
dents and will be awarded by the Sur-
geon-General to the Goverement of
Bombay. There are some free student-
ships at the B. J. Medical College at
Ahmedabad and Poona, and the ques.
tion of bringing them into line with
those sanctioned at the Grant Medical
College is under separate consideration,’

BOOKS FOR BOMBAY
LIBRARIES

A Dill to amend the Press and Re-
gistration of Books Act, 1867 has been
published in the “Bombay Government
Gazette. ”’

The statement of objects and rea-
sons, says the Bill that Government
have issued instructions that books re.
ceived gratis by Government under
section Y of the Act, should be trans.
ferred for deposit in the central or
regional libraries. At present only one
copy of the book published is required
to be delivered to Government,

The Bill provides that such number
of copies, not exceeding five—as may
be specified by Government from time
to time should be delivered to Gov-
ernment free of charge. This step has
been taken in order to have a sufficient
number of copies for rthe central and
regional libraries in the province and
for cxchange with similar libraries in
other provinces,

POONA UNIVERSITY

Seven hundred acres of land at
Ganeshkhind, where Government House
is located at present, have been given
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over to the Poona University which is
expected to function by the end of this
year,

Dr. M. R. Jayaker, Vice-Chancellor
of the University announcing this at
& press conference here today, said it
was very kind of Mr. B. G. Kher,
Premier of Bombay, to have turned
that estate into an academic institution,

He said that the first examination in
the Poona University might be con-
ducted in March-April next year. Efforts
would be made to make it a linguistic
university. The furtherance of Sanskrit
and Marathi would be its main object.

The genius of Maharashtra was bent
towards the study of Sansknt and
Marathi and history, said the Vice-
Chancellor. The “raison de etre’” for
the establishment of the Poona Univer-
8ity was the learning of subjects pecu-
larly suited to the genius of Maha-
rashtrians. It would be biased towards
the study of the humanities rather than
applied sciences, although the latter
would not be neglected. The University
would even have a faculty of fine arts.
It was the business of the Poona Uni-
wversity to pay special attention to
Maharashtrian culture, history, civili-
sation and other such subjects so that
in oourse of time the Uriversity would
be the one meeting ground of all activities
that may be mnecessary for the special
pneeds and development of Maharashtra,

Dr. Jayakar continued : “Maharash-
tra has the singular character of con-
cealing its excellence in a labyrinth of
insignificance. ” In Pouna alone there
were as mnany a8 40 swmall research in.
stitutions guided by men who had pur.
sued their special subjects on a very
small bagis. All such institutions would
find scope for development in the uni.
Versity.

C. P.

—

MILITARY TRAINING
IN C. P. SCHOOLS

. Bchools and colleges in the C. P.
t‘vovld soon receive military instruction

from trained teachers, said Mr. S.V.
Gokhale, Education Minister of C. P.

Mr. Gokhale said that senior and -«

junior cadet corps would soon be
established aud before the end of 1018
the Government scheme for a National

Cadet Corps was expected to be put
into operation,

The Minister referred to the import.
ance of a national educational! scheme
for the country to enable her to take
her due place in the comity of nations,
Ed}xcat-ion, he said, should provide
training in technical subjects, besides
teaching in cultural matters. “Every
person should be craft-minded ” he said.

SOCIAL EDUCATION
PLAN IN C. P.

A notable impetus to primary edu.
cation is imparted by the many beneficial
results of the socisl education scheme
of the C. P. Government which is now

in operation in many parts of the
province.

Enquiries in official circles showed
that this impetus had been particularly
marked in the Amracti district of Berar.,
The figures collected from 22 social
educational training centres indicate an
overal] rigse of per cent. in the enrol.
ment of pupils studying in the primary
schools during the current season. Boys
and girls between the ages of 12 and
13 have joined special classes imparting
adult education through a specially
prepared simple syllabus under Govern.
ment auspices in Amraoti district,

U. P

ALLAHABAD *VARSITY TO
HONOUR PATEL

It is learnt that honorary Doctorate
Degrees in Law and Literature will be
conferred on Sardar Patel, Duputy Prime
Minister, and Mr. Sampurnanand, U, P’s
Minister for Education, by the Allaha-
bad University. Sardar Patel hag agreed

to a@dreas the Convocation of the Uni-
versity.

-

PUBLIC OPINION

Science for us More and More
By Dr. A. L. MUDALIAR

New Avenues through the
English Language

» While preserving all that is best
in the traditional lore of the East, India
has to take full advantage of all modern
knowledge and scientific and technologi-
eal advance if she desires to promote
the well-being of the teeming millions
of the coutry and guide them along the
right path of human activities,” declared
in an interview Dr. A, Lakhmanaswami
Mudaliar, Vice-Chancellor of the Madras
University, who returned to Madras by
air on 26th Sept. after a prolonged tour
of the United States and Europe,

Dr. Mudaliar said that the object
of his tour was to see the set.up of edu-
ocational institutions, more particularly
medical, in the Universities abroad.
Consequent upon post-war conditions,
he said, there was a general demand for
admission to the Universities, especially
to the professional colleges like medical,
engineering and technology. At the
McGill University, Montreal the Dean
informed him that.there were 2,500 appli-
cants for 150 seats in the medical col-
lege, while at the famous Johns Hopkins
University at Baltimore he was informed
that over 1,500 applicants sought admis.
sion for 75 seats. The same was the
case, Dr. Mudaliar said with the British
Universities.

Graduate Traifiing in America

Asked whether there was any strik-
ing difference in the sphere of university
education between India and U. S. Dr.
Mudaliar said he got the impression
very strongly that post-graduate instruc.
tion and education was far in advance
in the U. 8. and Canada than either in
India or even in Great Britain. It
seems to be the case that the emphasis
has shifted in America from under.gradu.
ate to graduate training. The period of
training extends from three to five
years and includes further training on
essontial subjects bearing upon the main
subject of study and in active research.

In this field, several of the chief Univer-
sities had shown remarkable progress.

At Montreal, he had seen the finest
neurological centre in the world and
one of the best organised psvchiatrie
clinics. He was impressed with the
post graduate students who were given
advice and assistance throughout the
period of their stay by different members
of the faculty., The teacher student
ratio 13 a8 one is to three in many places.

In the field of technology also gra-
duate instruction is emphasised as that
is the only method of training research
workers and advancing the cause of
education.

He had visited the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology and the very
large and exceedingly well-equipped
College of Technology at Purdue in
Indian State.

Keen Interest in India

A generous scheme of scholarships
and fellowships is available to these
graduates and the more prominent of
them have all facilities placed at their
disposal “for carryving on research, The
American universities are fortunate in
having rich benefactors and thanks to
that spirit of philanthropy the appeal
made on behalf of a university by a
President or a Dean of a Faculty does
not go unanswered. Wherever he went
in the United States, Dr. Mudaliar con-
tinued, he found a geperal intferest in
India and he was f{requently asked by
the deans and professors of the various
universities about the conditions in India
and the outlook for the future,

the Americans feel that India has
got a great part to play by virtue of its
vast population, its unlimited resources
and the possibilitics of deveioping them
by the application of modern methods of
science.

In fact, one prominent American
told him, he added that he felt in al)
sincerity that the United States in the
west and India in the east held key posi.
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tions for the future welfare of humanity.’

Growing Importance of English

Asked whether it was his impression
after his receat tour that English should
continue to be one of the principal sub-
jeets of study,  Dr. Mudaliar hesitated
for a moment and then added, “1I know
this is a topical subject in our country
st present. It was my privilege to attend
the meetings of the World Health
Assembly at Geneva whera Rajkumari
Amrit Kaur was leader of the delegation
ou behalf of India.

Twenty vears ago when he last
visited Europe, Dr. Mndaliar said French
was the chief spoken langunage.

He was surprised on this oceasion
that over 80 per cent of the speakers
at the World Health Assembly sessions
apoke in English. Representatives of
Czechoslovakia, Austrin Holland, Nor-
way, most of the Middie-East conntries,
not to speak of the Americans, all spoke
in English.

If the Indian delegation was able to
achieve something in the World Health
organisation, it was not a little due to
the eloquent and reasoned plea in exqui-
site English put forward by the leader
of the Indian delegation, and supplemen-
ted by the other members.

Tndia stands in great need of scien-

. tific advance in all apheres and he could
not but be impressed by the faect that
today the approach to science was largely
through the medium of English in most
countries and the discussion in all
goientific and professional Associationa
was largely conducted in Knglish,

Asked what would be his message
to India today, Dr. Mudaliar said he felt,
he was not competent to give s message.
India stands at the cross.roads and the
choice before her is obvious. While
preserving all that is best in the tradi-
tional lore of the East, India had to take
full advantage of all modern knowledge
and scientific and technological advances,
-if she wishes, to play a worthy part in
the international sphere of intelleotual
ond moral advance and if she desires to
.promote the well-being of the teeming
.millions of the country and guide them
.slong the right path of human aoctivities.
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FOREIGN CURRENTS

EDUCATION IN BRITAIN

By H.

DULT Education in Britain began

in an organised fashion 150 years

ago. In the early days it was a
movement mainly concerned with provi-
ding education for working men who felt
that their schooling had been deficient,
or as was generally the case, who had
left school at such an ecarly age that
they were not able to read ar write.

The latest development has been in
the 1944 Act which made it a duty of
the local Education authorities to
secure, in the first instance, fuil-time or
part-time  education f{or persons over
compulsory school age and, secondly, to
provide leisure time occupation in such
organised cultural training and recrea.
tive activities as are suited t> peoplo’s
requirements for any person over com-
pulsory school age who is able and will-
ing to profit by the facilities provided
for that purpose. Britain is at the
moment planning and putting into etfect
plans to make this directive to Loecal
Education Authorities as wideapread
as possible.

The Child

The majority of children in Britain
leave school at the age of 15 vears. Edu.
cationalists recognise with Sir Richard
Livingstone that “Education is a process
as long and continuous as life iteslf and
that to cease to be educated at the age
of 14 or 15 years is as unnatural as to
die at the age of 14 or 15 years.”
Consequently young people are encoura.
ged to go on with their education even
whilst they are in their early days at
work, For example, many firms ia
Britain are not merely relying upon the
arrangements made for further education
by the Local Education Authorities but
are themselves instituting educational
organisations within their own firms,
I have mentioned on another occasion
» large engineering firm in the Midlands
which has a school attached Yo its
factories and workshops. The young
men and women working in the factories

HEAP

are given one full day a week off, with
pay, during which time they attend the
achool and learn, not mathematics of
science or anything to do with engineer-
ing, but what has come to be known as
‘Civies’”, They are tanght how to read
the newspaper intelligently. how to
assess facts; how to listen to music and
understand drama: how their City and
country are governed: and something
of the relationship which should exist
between thoughtful and useful citizens.
I discussed the results of this ventare
with the management of this firm and
they said thas in their opinion the young
meu and women had managed to achieve
a much closer relationship with their
superiors and realise the importance of
discipline far more than they themselves
had. The school provided by the firm
has every modern means of education
including of course its own cinema. It
has had its school specially built and
has a trained staff who are in fact paid
a slightly higher rate than what school
teachers normally receive. This school
is only one of a number and I under.
stand that having seen the benefit of
such an idea many other firms are anxious
to follow its example.

63,000 work people in 1933 were re.
Jeased during working hours for part-
time attendance at industrial and com-
mercial courses; this figure, of course
has increased considerably since then
and, whilst on figures, again in 1933,
there were over one million young men
and women taking some kind of educa-
tion or course in Britain——that is, one
in every 40 of the population. Ia techni-
cal colleges alone there were 160,000
people between the ages of 18 and 21,
and over the age of 21 there were half
a wmillion,

Technical Colleges

In most 'of the large towns in Bri.
tain today there are technical ocolleges
which are open all day and every week.
day for all kinds of different subjects,
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To some extent the industry of an area
aftects the kind of subjects taught in
these technical colleges; for example,
in an area in which textiles are made
there will be looms and weaving sheds
in order to give further instructions to
those students who require it. Lecturers
are often taken from factories and are
men and women who have not ncees-
sarily the highest academic training but
who have had a wide experience of tife
and whose skill at the job in which
they are working i3 acknowledged by
all those who work with them. On thesc
lines perhaps the most famous of the
technical colleges or evening classes are
those provided by the London County
Council. To look through their book-
let giving the courses one can see the
range of subjects which are taken—at
randomn [ find acsihetics, Hebrew,
agriculture, dianond mounting, dental
mechanics, diatetics, industrial design,
infant care, instrument makmyg, musie,
newspaper rotary press work, physiology,
breeding of rabbits bee.keeping-—in fact,
there is hardly a subject which one could
mention which is not included. These
subjects are taken according to various
standards aud they are usually conti-
nuous over a period of years.  They are
open to everyone, irrespective of age
or background. The students pay for
these courses and the fees are graded
according to the age of the stndent.  For
three evenings a week from Septenber to
June a person under 1S would pay Rs. 8
for the tull session.

All over Britain there are these col-
leges —some are called *night schools’
some are called ¢ colleges. ” In the North
of England I knew them as Mechanics’
Institutes. In Loudon some of the courses
are taken at what is known as ‘the
Polytechine ' but they all fulfil the same
pur'pose, that is to provide education,
particulary for young people who have
only receutly left school.

Under the latest Education Act
there are also to be provided what are
known as * Community Centres’ and the
Act states that all young people over the
age of 15 who are not receiving full time
education, will be required to attend one
whole day a week for 44 weeks of the

year. This applies to young people
between the ages of 15 and I8 vears,
In these Community Centres the pri-
mary aim will not be to give academio
instruction, There is a recognition of
the necessity for individuals to have a
sense of purpose in life und the course
at these Centres will hielp to till this need,
Sir Richard W, Living stone has in his
bouk, *“The Future in Eduecation ™ laid
down—such principles and this booklet
has had an important effect on the edu.
cationalits of Britain., It iy recounised,
for example, that some subjeets, such as
history and  literature  are not fully
appreciated by ehildren during  their
normal  school  vears.  Thev  can be
taught facts aud figures but they cannot
b taught to understand and appreciate
poetey and prose and the story of the
development  of the  world until they
have had some experience of tife ontside
their school duys. There has already
been a centre of this type at work in
Britain in the County of Cambridge.

County Colleges

The County College there  elaims
to be a plice where in<lx\"\‘iu:xin.\', craft.
manship  scholarlinesss  and freedom
from rigid codes might iniluenoe each
other. This is the aim also of the Com.
munity Centres.  Those who are able to
atted at these Centres  will find thag
they have developed steadily towards
a balanced adult life.

There are to he three Kinds of colle-
ges under this - Community Centre  se-
heme.  There are local colleges which
will meet the  yeneral vocational and
leisure-time educition. There are to be
regional or cultural colleers which will
be more concerned with spechalised requi-
rements and rescarch and there are to
be national colleges dealing with  advan-
ced technology or research particularly
m connection with industries or sections
of industries which have relatively few
personnel and 8o are not able to Jevote
the necessary stafl to research that is
required. There arc to be special courses
for women desling with homecraft and
wherever possible, there is to be some
spell of residential education covering
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week.ends, week.days or if possible, a
period of weeks, .

There are four main divisions of .the
County Colleges: these are physical
education, that is to say, general back
ground knowledge and skill, both voca.-
tional and non-vocational, general acti-
vities (which are vour social studies)
with science and mathematics and Jastly,
what is known as ‘elective activities’
which are of course the kind of activi-
ties which the individual chooses in
addition to the previous three. But
these are plans which ere enly now being
put into  effect and which are bheing
delaved somewha - by the \\‘url'd ~hortage
of materials and manpower.  This is not
to say that the plans have been shel\'ed._
They are being carried out but they
have not been completed by long way

Among the aims W hich educationa-
lists recognise in their further educ;ltlon
gchemes in  Britain :?x-(‘the neel for.'
universal recognition of the diznity of
all kinds of useful labour. I‘(‘S{)(‘Ftt.f()l‘
each other’s usefulness and e elimina-
tion of the feeling thatr a }»lgxgk‘w-\:lhf'i
worker or a professional worker is in
any way superior to the craftsmen or
the manual worker.

Among the many 'sid(-s‘nf adult edu-
cution which are now n cifect we have
the University thm-ﬁ\luml Course.
These are provided not lxlcxﬂ_\'
in the University  towns but even in
remote village to some classes of people
from the district. The normal proeedure
is for the Universuy to send a repre-
gontative to @ village or town :u_)(l to
make it known that a meeting will »be
held to consider coming winters (i(im,a_
tional provisions by the University. hA
meetine will then be called and t e
rs will discuss together what kind
t they want to hear abour dur-
ing the winter. Once that has been
decided upon the University will prov lfie
spvciz\lisvd lecturers even l}mr; and h“o.
men famous in their particu u{ Sp e}:e
who will visit these villages anc lyn t e
gchool rooms, village hallg, W'Oln[iill 8 ll.ns-
titutes or in any other'sultal e p(.lcg
hold their lectures during the perio

councerned.

membe
of subjec

For Long Nights

So you will see on a winter’s night
in a village in England a group of people
assembling together in small room to
hear a University lecture which is in
no way watered down and they are able
to have friend!y and intimate conversa.
tions with the lecturers and with each
other on some subject of common
interest. In the University towns series
of lectures are provided on many sub.
jects to which the public are invited to
attend.  These lectures are again by
experts and they give the latest findings
in their - ubjeets to aundicnces composed
of people from all walks of life including
for example those who have been parti.
cularly interested in a subject but who
for one reason or another have not been
fortunate cnough to attend Universities .
and to have normal advantages of a
University education.

These University extention lectures
do not in any way clash with the
workers” Educational Association. The
aim of the W, E. A. as it is known is the
development  of  social cunsciousngss
among the working classes .through in-
tellectual studies and discipline. W E. A,
classes are held in almost cvery town
in Britain.  They set the highest
standards of work——1 emphasise this
because it might be felt that such a
class is merely a gathering together of
some ignorant people to have a third-
rate talk on some subject or another.
The best provided by the W. E. A, i's
the three-year tutorial class,  All their
classes, by the way, are held in the
evenings and those who attend do so in
their spare time. In those three years
tutorial cla :ses, spare-time study is pro-
vided on a single subject extending over
three vears and the standard Qf. lectures
is roughly equivaleiit to .an ~Honours
Degree at a British University.  There
are no examinations taken but men and
women are able to leave their homes in
the evening and come to know the value
of learning and to have wider experience
of a University education. / In the
W. E. A. alone in Britain over "80,009
people take courses of legtures every
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year. A W.E. A, is provided with
amenities by the local education autho-
rities and the fee for one course is
usually Rs. 3-8.0 a year.

The Armies Part

In the war years educationists in
Britain were able to experiment with
this scheme which came to be known as
the A. B. C. A. (the Army Bureau of
Current Affairs). This was an experi-
ment on a wide scale in adult education
and proved to be so successful that the
Carnegie Trust has offered funds to
continue this work in peace-time under
an organisation called, The Bureau of
Current Affairs. This is adult education
through discussion. Books and pam-
pblets are sent out giving an outline
of the main points involved in some
particular subject. In the case of the
Bureau of Current Affairs the subjects
are usually those relating to everyday
life and its problems particularly the
problems facing a politically-conscious
individual. There are booklets on hous-
ing, loecal government, town planoing
and soon. The idea behind this kind
of education is that & teained leader
introduces the subject which is followed
by full and frank discussion by the
members of the group while maps and
diagrams are also provided by the Bu-
reau of Current Affairs,

In connection with this education
by discussion the BBC have also provided
menns for groups of people to talk to-
gether over matters of importance.

Recreative Forms

One could continue with the non-
educational or purely recreative forms of
adult education showing the work of
organisers, many voluntary oreani.
sations and the adult cducation officer
to the various counties who provide
lecturers. gramaphone recitals, educa-
tional film shows ete, for the people
in his district but sufficient has
been said to show that adult education
in Britain is striving to fulfil its two
main aims. One is to previde for what
ever failure there is in primary, secon.
dary and cven University e(iucation.
People arc able 10 make up any lack
which they have felt in the forma! edu.
cation which they have had whilst at
their various educational centres and,
secondly, the adult education in Britain,
introduces students to these many and
varied interests which ¢o to make a full
life. Adult education possesses a dis-
advantage which is not present in the
normal education of an individual in
that it must remain voluntary and so
it is realised that it must also be made
specially attractive. 8o many people
think that they have no use for scholar.
ship once  they have left school, so
appeal has to be made to them cither
on the lines that education need not be
dull but can be in the form almost of
an entertainment or that their further
education is going to result in a better.
ment in their job. It says much for
the various means of adult education
in Britain that a great number of the
adult population take advantage of the
facilities provided.

b= bntish Inf.smation Service,

\ &
.A., M.Sc., pa.D. (Lond.) \']/

conomics, Madras University,
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