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Dr. BESANT'S EDUCATIONAL IDEALS (Contd.)

V. S, VENKATANARAYVANA M.A., TLEd.

The Content of Education

Dr. Besant did not like that the con-
tent of edu@ation should be the same for
both boys and girls. The national
movement for girls’ education should
proceced on national lines. Tt should
accept the general Hindu conception of
a woman's place in national life, not the
dwarfed modern view, but the ancient
ideal, It should seein her the mother
and the wife, or, as in some eases, the
learned and pious ascetic, the Brahma-
vadini of the old days. Tt should not
see in her the rival and competitor of
man in all forms of outside and public
employment, as woman, under different
economic conditions, was coming to be
in the West, There it was an artificial
problem created by the relation of the
sexes in the West, The same fate as had
overtaken the West was overtaking
India. To counteract it, Dr. Besant
felt that India needed mnobly trained
wives and mothers, wisec and tender
rulers of the household, educated tea-
chers of the young, helpful counsetlors
of their husbands, skilled nurses of the
sick, rather than girl-graduates, educated
for the learned professions. The follow-
ing is in outline the essentials of the
education desirable for Indian girls
according to Dr. Besant :—

(i) Girls’ LEducation

(8) Religions and Moral education :

The fundamental doctrines of religion
in clear, simple and rational method
<hould be taught. The Sanathana Dharma

Series prepared by Dr. Besant could be
read. The Mahabharatha and the Rama-
yana should be lareely drawn on for
moral instruction us well as the Manu.
smrithi and Tulsi Doss’s Ramayana.  To
this should be added the teaching of
hymns in the vernacular and stotras in
Sanskrit as wéll as committal to the
memoery of many beautiful passages of
the Bhagavadeita, Hamsa Gita and the
Anu Gata. They should be taught to
worship with intelligent understanding
and pure and enlightened faith. Philoso-
phieal studies nnd explanations should
be given so as to make possible the
reappearance of the type of which Mait-
reyi and Gargi and the women singers
of the Vedas were shining and monu-
mental examples.  The Muslim girls
shiould have the heautiful and devotional
verse from Persian and Arabic learning,
So also should the Zoroastrian. (b)
Literary education : A sound literary
knowledge of the vernacular both in
reading and writing, a classical langu-
age - Sanskrit or Arabic according to
religion —and a colloguial knowledge of
some vernacular other than her own
would be useful to the girl. It js
desivable sceing also how much Knglish
thought was dominating Indian men
and how many sympathising English
women seek to know their Indian Sisters
that English also should be taught to
the Indian girl. Indian History and
Geography should be taught thoroughly
and reading books should be provided
to include the stories ofall the strongest
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and sweetest women in History. (c)
Seicntific ¢Jucation: A knowledge of
sanitary luws, of the value of food-stufts,
of nursing of the sick, of simple medi.
cines, of <firstaid’ in accidents, of
cookery, of household mansgement and
Leeping necounts should be included in
the curriculum. The hygiene of the
houschold, the value of fresh air and
snnlight  and  serupulons  cleanliness
siiould be completely taught.  Sullicient
arithmetic should be learnt for all
houschold purposes, for quick and accu-
rate  caleulation  of (luanttics and
prices, and the keeping of wecounts.
(N Adesthetic cducation :  Instruction in
some art should be viven so that leisure
in later life might be pleasantly and
adequately filled. 3Musie, drawing and
painting, artistic cmbroidery, sewing,
darning and kindred arts should be
taught. The natural tuste of the pupil
should be the determining factor in the
selection of the art to be learnt. (¢)
Physical cducativin:  The training and
strengthening of the bodies of the future
mothers should not be left out «nd to
this end, physical exercises of 2 suitable
kind should form part of the schoeol
curriculuni,  Ixercises rescmlbiling the
Swedish exerciscs, games ¢ f'wmw exereise
of & pleasunt and active kind and
¢ kolattam ™ cxercises should be given so
that they might conduce to the health
of the young hodics and give grace of
movement removing all awkwardness,

In the wards of Dr. Besant, :+ Nothi;
is prottvcr than fo see A UTOUETO wirls
moving gracefully to Ln:%”u”hoixﬂ
own yvoung voices, in ‘.nq ,ovt, in mary™
evolutiom w 1Lh ; Fof soft p‘th
ticks

(ii) Boys’ Dducation,

Religious education "f"uwld e most
necessary a5 in the casd of -girls, A
common lunguase would foinnn bond Lot
union and Sanskrit und Eng! 71
as  common  langunges l'ﬂtv.evn‘ “the
Hindus of North and South, “67
and West.  Dr. Besunt required that
Sanskrit should be tauvht in every
English Depurtment and Ynglish should
be taught in every Sanstirit Pathasals
so that cvery pundit might properiy

&7

\I\_ﬂ common  heritage.  Hindus should

7

understand his compatriot English-
educated. It was disgraceful that when
the Muhummadan and the Christian
could read his religious literature the
Hindu should be unabie to do so direct.
Yo be iznorant of the fanguage in which
all the religious ceremonies were per-
formed would result in being doomed to
irreligion or unintelligent religion and
such ignorance should be regarded as
disgraceful to a man claiming to be
educated.  Dr. Besant also p()stulr;ted
the necossity  for learning Hindi the
most  widely  known and  widely
connected  language.  While Sanskrit
hound Logcthcr All the Hindus in
religion, Hindi would bind together all
as & nution in secial and family life.
The splendid literature, the shrutis, the
smrithis. the Puranas, the Ttihasas, the
philesophies and their cogunentaries,
the drama—all this vast common and
glorious literature would bind together
all the Hindus. For the Mubammada ins,
Arabic would take the place of Sunskrit
but English should be as necessary to
him as to the Hmdu Hindi was his own

Urdu stripped of its Persian deriva-

tives. ITe must feel one with the Hindu
and s 10111(1 undersiand the creatness of
India as a nation. Zoth are one nation.

How well would it have been had the
mqgesti()n hzen followed when made
in 1908 7 The two nalion theory would
not have come into existence atall.
The histery of  Indiy, according to
Dr. Besant, mnst be made common

«hlston looking on all her great men

commrm rrlorv, on all her heroes us

learn to be proud of Akhar, Mussalmans
of ‘“hr':z.]x. History should lose all its
bitteriess us of foe against fce and should
bCLOm(' the story of “the common mother

lahd in the making, all parties contribu-
fm t6 the enrwhment and sharing in
“the results. Battles should be rezmrded
only as great events that shapcd the

nation. Sam Dr. Besant: ¢ Thus shall
ueparm,eness and hatred pass, and
patriotism and love grow up. As boys
struggle hard in a mateh, one side
against the other, and afterwards forget
the strugule and bruises received and
use the strcngzh and skill thus obtained
in the team which represents the whole
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college, so must Indians forget the
antagonisms of the war games of the
past, and let the wounds be only
honourable scars, while they use their
strength and skill for the nation.”

Geography should be taught so as to
vepresent the appeavance of an indivisi-
ble nation. Dr. Desant strongly felt

woainst the theory of two natiens.
Indm was to be made a iivino rea litv, an
organised entity and a glormus nation,

Pupil-responsibiiity

Dr. Besant laid down asort of vestric:
ted freedom for students as long us they
were students as being desirable.  She
believed in  pupil-responsibility  but
within limits.  She {avoured debating

clubs as affording pleasant 1ocetings

and interesting discussions and also as
serving as training grounds for develop-
ing the knowledge and qualities nerded
for public iife. The discipline of mind
and manners could he developed there.
The pupils should elect their own
officers, lay down their own rules and
carry on their business, The sense of
liberty should be fostered but the sense
of responsibility which was s a rule
weak among pupils should be  strength-
ened. [I'ree men who aet, recklessly and
without a sense of respounsibility would
destroy nations. The pupils should
take an iuntelligent interest in public
affairs and freely discuss them but
should not take part in,active politics.
They should talk them over in every
possibie way. They should not protest
against Government. They should
develop rational thinking, But «if,
before they study and understand the
questions of the duy they shout out
their disapproval out of empty heads,
thcy make a great deal of noise, but
noise of no vxluc like bladders. which,
when beaten, make noise, but collapse if
you prick them with & pin. The boys
must be taught to think first and then
to form opinions, not to call out first
and then wonder what they have been
shouting for. That is bad moral train-
ing. It puts the boy on wrong lines
and it takes away that profound sense
of responsibility which ought to be at
the heart of every one who mingles with

political life. Yor remember what
playing with politics means. Remember
that it means playing with property;
it means playing with liberty ; it means
playing with lives of men. Leaders in
the political arena should remember all
that, when they toke the responsibility
of calling men to action.”

When the students of the Central
Hindu College tried to mourn the death
of l\hudlrzm Bose, & Bengal Revolu-
tlonary, by putting on a mourning
dress, she stood at the gate of the
College and insisted that politics should
not be allowed to get mixed up with
education.

In the present day we find the
students full of hali-baked political
theories with a regimentation of mind
fichting among themselves  without
unity of Ol‘g‘znization and without
rational thinking. They are in 2 maze
of econfusing political ideologies and
groping in the dark. They would do
well to follow Dr. Besant’s advice.

Dr. Besant made efforts to train up
the youth in  disciplined service
in various forms. She independently
inaugurated the Scout Movement in
1917 which was later copied and dupli-
cated by the Government. Sir Robert
Baden-Powell recognised her glorious
work. Both the bodies were amalga-
mated in 1921 and in recognition of her
inestimable work she was made the
Honorary Scout Commissioner for India.
Thus we find in Or. Besant o pioneer in
the field of education. Her educational
ideals are sound and stood the test of
time. It would be highly conducive to
national progress if followed. We hope
the Indisn Union would reorganise and
renovate the educational system accord-
ing ta her ideals. For after all itis
agreed that the Indian Dowinion is
ruled primarily by Ilindus and as
Dr. Besant wanted the Hindu to be a
self respecting Hindu striving hard to
raise his country’ to be the foremost
pioneer nation in the world through her
educational theories it is but proper
that the system is put into practice at
once. In this paper an attempt has
been made to present in outline those
theories.



Revizion of Teachers’ Salaries

Replvine to a0 question by 3. V.
Ponnuswanit Gounder, the Jlimister for
Education suid that reports had becn
called for from ali tocal hordies whether
the orders of the Governinent issucd in

May 1047 revising seales of  pay of

elementary teachers had been given
effect to by then. Trom the rephies
received so far, it wos obscrved that
most of the lacal hodies hive introduced
the revised seales ot puv. The seales
took cffect from 1-1-17. No report had
been received [rom  the  DMunicipal
Council, Gudiyvatham  The District
Board, North Arcot and the DMunieipat
Council, Tiruvann:malai, have reported
that the revised scales have not been
introduced for want of funds. The
question of providing funds for thesc
local bodics was wader consideration.
The remaining municipal councils in
the district have veported that the new
seales have been introdured as from
1-1-47.

Salary of fandits

Mr. T. S, Avinashilingaun Chettiar,
Minister for Edneation, said replying to
a question put by Mr. T K. T. N.
Tatachari, that the Government had
already fixed revised scales of pay for
the three grades of Pandits snd Munshis
to be employed in secondary schools
under all types of managements. The
question of revising the qualifications
and scalc of pay fixed for ecach grade
was under consideration and  orders
would be issued after the extra cost
involved in the revision was estimated.
When fixing the revised seales of pay,
the Government had laid Jown certain
qualifications for cach grade of pandits
and cligibility in 5. 8. L. C. was one
of them. The question of cxemption
would be considered after the qualifi-
cations were finally revised.

ey

Flevientary Teachers’ Federation

Mr. Ko Anandan Nambiar  asked
whether the Government had received
any representation that workers of the
Teachers”  Foderation  were  being
threatened with repressive action by
the educational authorities.

Mr. T, 8, Avinashilingam Chettiar,
Minister for Bdueation, replicd to the
question in the affirmative,

Answering the second  part of  the
quastion, the Minister said that the
Government had issued instructions for
the guilance of authoritics concerned,
in dealing with teachers’ strikes, if they
should oceur. The Government had nok
received  any  representation  from
teachers regarding the above instruc-
tions.

Asked whether the Government had
received from the Madras Provineial
Elementary School Teachers’ vederation
a request for formal recognition of that
Federation, the Minister stated that
these applications should be forwarded
to the Government through the Dircctor
of Public Tnstruction and the Director
of Public Instruction had not forwarded
any such application,

Instructions to Policc on Teachers'
Strikes

Arising from an answer that instruc-
tions had been issusd to police and
other authorities for dealing with
teachers’ strikes, Mr. R. V. Swami-
nathan asked ¢ what was the reason for
leaving thuse poor teachers in the hands
of the police 77

The Minister : \We do not leave them
They themselves get into their hands,

The Minister, in reply to a question
by Mr. B. 8. Murthi, denied that he had
refused to receive a deputation of
teachers.

EDUCATION IN THE MADRAS LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 5

Stipends to Teachers

Replying to Mr. Ananda Nambiar’s
question, Mr. Avinashilincam Chettiar,

sald that with effect from 194617, the

Government had sanctioned enhanced
rates of stipends to secondary and ele-
mentary grade teachers. The question
of granting stipends to students under-
going training for the B, Ed. or B. T.
Degree courses was also under considera-
tion. The pay of the teachers had been
revised also. No orders had been
passed by the Dircctor of Public
Instruction granting extension of time
for impleenting the Government order
of June 3, 1947, by which the manage-
ments of aided schools had been asked
to give Rs. 2 and Rs. 5 to the teachers,
as the case might be. from their own
resources.  That might be considered
after the applications for these exten-
sions were all received,

Texi-Book Committee Regulations

Mr. V. Raghavayya asked whether the
Minister for fducation would be pleased
to state why, under the existing provi-
sions of the rules framed under the
Madras Text-Book Committee Regula -
tions. only registered publishers and not
authors were permitted to submit their
books for being considercd as text.
books by the Text-Book Committee ?

Mr. T. 5. Avinashilingam Chettiar :
The main objeet with which the registra.
tion has been prescribed is to sccure
well.ovganised  and  well condueted
publishers who will produce pgood books
and to eliminate small publishers who
produce bad and indilferent books. In
the list of Registered Publishers, there
arc author-publishers also.

Mr. Raghavayya asked whether the
Government would concede that the
authors were the best judges of hooks
and the proper persons with whom to
come into contact, rather than publi-
shers who did the job with mercenary
motives ?

The Minister replied that it was
necessary to deal with both and the
Government werc prepared so to deal.

Mr V. M. Ramaswami Mudaliar :
Will the Government consider the

question of getting text-hooks of ele-
mentary schools written and published
by authors employed by the Govern-
ment, in order to avoid canvassing by
private publishers ?

The Minister : 1 appreciate the
suggestion. The matter will be consi-
dered.

Mr, Ramaswami Mudaliar : Docs the
Government rcalise that text-books of
the highest quality can be produced
only under a scheme of State publi-
cation ?

The Minister ; I entirely agree.
- o

Mr, Majeed : Will the Governuent
issue instructions to the 'Text-Book
Cominittec to approve books in the
manuscript stage and not after they are
printed ?

The Alinister : That will not he
possible, sir.

Mr. Abdul Hameed Khan : Does the
Minister realise that publishers are put
to heavy loss if the Cominittee
cxamines printed books and  not
manuscripts ?

The Minister : They arc publishing
books as o trade. Ina trade, there is
gain as well as loss,

Education Minister’s Address at the
Basic Education Conference on
18—1—47

Mr. Avinashilingamn  said that the
Government had accepted Basic Educa-
tion as their policy with reference to
clementary schools.  Basic education
was not merely teaching spinning or any
other craft but it was teaching through
craft. It was a well accepted principle
of education throughout the world that
all education should be based upon
experience and it a craft could be made
the main experience around which
education could be imparted, it served
the double purpose of giving experience
as well as tcaching o useful craft and
that was the main contributicn of basic
education to the world of educational
thought. Since it was so different {rom
ordinary cducation, they should know
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how difficult it would be for them to
introduce this new system of cducu.tion
in our schools througheut the Province
Yor teachers who had srown old in the
old method of Lduvmon, this sould,
indeed, he » trial. The task of re-training
the lakh and odd teachers already em-
ployed in our clementary schools was
indeed a great one ; hut yct it wus onc
that had to be donc.

Comprehensive Plar under
Preparation

The Government were drawing up a
comprehensive plan for the spread of
basic education throughout the Pro-
vince. This plan would be put before
them for criticisimn and consideration.
In the course of this year, three more
training schools had been started, ons in
South Kuanara, another in Malabar and the
third in Tamil Nad. In addition, they
had also started training the staff of the
Training Scheols. l\\cnty four of thewn
were bemg trainzd in basic cducation
and it was expeeted that they would be
able to convert cight training schools as
basic training schools in the next sehool
year. ke was glad to inform them that
the Basic Bducation Society of Tamil
Nad and the Kasturba Trust had come
forward to conduct a training school
each in hasic cducation, Circulurs hadl
also been issued that within five years
all higher grade and sceondiry <vradc
tra.mmrr sehools in the Province should
beeome basic training schools.

Need to Avoid Wastage

While basic edncation would certainly
improve the content of cducation, the
Education Minister continued, they
should also address themselves to the
recrganisation of clementary education
so as to avoid wastaze and ensure
efficiency. He was sorry to inform them
that even on March 31, 1947, there had
been as many as 5,421 single teacher
schools and a5 many as 14,014 two teach-
er schools in the Province. Everyhody
who had any exporience of educational
organisation would know how much of
waste there might bz in these schools,
It is also unfortunate that in ecertain
villages where there was strength only

for onc good elementary school, there
were two clementary schools with two
or three teachers each.  These could be
casily combined into one school in each
of these villages, working with greater
efliciency. In some cases, the D.strlct
Board itself maintained two schools, one
for boys and one for girls. In some
cases, 1t was one aided school and
another District Boeard school and in
other cases, it was two aided schools
working in competition with each other.
The 10»111’( was that the strength between
them was vacillating and the strength
of both was low .md both schools were
incilicient.  In these cireumstances, the
Government were contemplating
whether it would not be in the interests
of hoth efficieney and cconomy to com-
bine these incflicient sehools and conduet
them more efliciently,

Pointing out that the real problem of
their Llementar) schools was want of
goud personnel, the Minister said that
any organisation which did not effect an
improvement in the status of elementary
school teachers in their daily life could
not suceeed in its object and so Govern-
ment were considering ways and means
by which this could bz done consistent
with their financial resourees.

The Minister furnished the following
ligures showing the number of women
employed in clementary schools, which
had considerably increased in recent
vears: (1941-42) 19,470 {women teach-
ersy; (L042-43) 20,577 ; (1948-14) 21,442
(1944-45) 22,356 ; (1945-46) 24,202 and
(1946-47) 25,353,

Appeal for more Women '{'eachers

Teaching children, he said, was one of
those professions in which women could
do much better than men and it was
only to bz expected that as time went
on, the number of women who would
take to teaching as a profession would
become greater every year. In Euagland,
America and in other countries, elemen-
tary school teachers were normally only
women and only in rare cases, men were
employed. It was likely that the same
conditions might come to prevail in this
country also. It was his wish and
prayer that they should provide such
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conditions of service that girls from
respeetable families would like to take
to'this noble profession. If this was to

happen, they should provide conditions

of security and dignity to these who
would take up this work. This was u
responsibility which rested both upon
the State and the people and he had no
douht that the people in the villages
would co-operate in helping to create
such an atmosphiere in all their schools.

Mr. Avinashilingam Chettiar, continu.-
ing said that the hmportant role that
elementary education played in the
economy of our Province was rellected
in the expenditure incurred for it.
From the figures given below, it would
be seen that a large amount had been
spent on elementary education, as
compared with secondary and collegint
education.

Amount spent on

Year. Ele. Edu. Seey. Edn. Col, Edn.

B, Takhls,  Ra, Lakls, Ry, Lakhs,
1041.42 274 127 (3
18.42.4 287 120 71
19&3-‘14: 1 143 7
195445 386 16§ )
1045-46 460 203 125

LO46-47  T300+ 170 THEO 464161 TSR U6+ TT

- 560 =230%445 = 13206

‘Govermment fxpenditure,

i Expenditure from other sources based on
firuves for 245-46,

The ctuals for 1947.45 would he
much greater than for 194617, beeause
the recent revision of salaries made for
elementary school teachers would also
have to be included in the total expen-
diture for that year. It was necessary
that an item which cost such a lurge
part of the total budget of the Provin-
cial Government should be administered
not ounly etficiently but cconomieally so
that the country would get a good return
for every pie spcnt

Magnitude of the task ahead

It had been estimated, the Minister
said, that there were about ceven million
school-going c¢hildren who had to be
provided with elementary edueation.

Till now, they had been able to provide
only for about half that number. They
had got the tremendous work of provi-
ding for the rest of the school.going
children. The state of the provincial
finances was too well-known to every-
body. Any further cxpansion of expen.
diture in any large scale would be well.
nigh mlpossxblc, He added: < Our
revenues are shrinking, Our expendi-
ture is increasing on all items and with
the prospect of o depression ahead, it is
possible that other items of revenue
which have  hitherto yielded large
amounts to the Provineial exchequer
may also dwindle. In these circum-
staneces, it will be very difficult if we
are to make further e\pcndlture of a
like amount necessary before making
education available for the rest of the
children, It is not only a matter of
finding money but also a matter of
Imdm'r nearly double the number of

cachers that we have to.day, i.e.,
near]y another lakh and lifty thousands
of tenchers, Besides, this will also mean
finding more than double the number of
buildings necessary for elementary
education. Our school buildings are not
in a very enviable condition to- d.x_v. To
set them in order itself will cost us a
fabulous sum but to find double that
accommodation in the near future will
be a well-nigh impossible task for any
Government.  But these difliculties
should not deter us from our objective.
We maust find ways and means by which
we would be able to provide seats for the
kchum voing children throughout the
Province. The experience of other pro-
vinces and countries must be able to
throw a great deul of light in this matter
and the Government are considering
with interest the systems followed in
neighbouring States and elsewhere. God
w1lluw it is our hope and prayer that
we shall be able to provide for a large
advanee of elementary education in the
near future.”’ _

After the Minister’s address, the
Board held disecussions for nearly three
hours on the changes that should be
effected in the presentsystem of elemen.
tary education for achieving the objec.
tive outlined by the Minister,



RE-ORGANISATION OF EDUCATION

The proposals of the Board of Sceon-
dary Tducation for the reorganisation
of Sceondary Education in the Provinee
are  based en the prosramme  of the
Madras Government  to  have Basice
Education frem the sge of 6 to 11 plus.
After the five vears of Basie Education
provision is made for & 3-year Scenior
Basic or Middle School Course.

The new features of the Middle stage
are : The provision for the study of Art
and Craft and for citizenship training
activities. The method of teaching in
all subjects to be hased on the netivitics
and intcrests of pupils.

In makiag provision for the study of
languages the following prineiples were
considered: (n1 Not more than one new
Linguayge shonld e commenced in any
vear. (b) While provision should be
made for the teaching of more than two
languages, it should he possible fora
pupil with’ low lincuistic ability to
complete the Middle Sclicol Course
without the burden of having to study
more than two languages. Compulsory
study of more than two langnages is,
therefore, not recommended (¢; Langua-
ges are mainly vehicles of information
and therefore while suflicient provision
should b made for the study of
langunges they should not dominate the
curriculum,

On the other hand, the need for the
provision of the various langurges has
to he carefully considered. The Jangu-
ave which is the medium of instruction
should be the first lansuace, Hindi
whiech is the inter-Provineial language
should be in the curriculum.  Engdlish
should find & place In the sehieme for its
utilitarian und cultural value. Adequate
provision should be made for the study
of elassical languages. Pupils  whose
medium of  instruction  is not the
regional languwige should Lave opportu-
nity for studying the revional langsuage.
Pupils whose mediwmin iof instruction is
the regional lunguage  but not the
tunother-tengue, should have fuctlities to
study the mother-tongue.

It is not easy to saticfy the claims of
all these languacges. I somie of these
can be provided as alternatives, then
again there are difticulties. Can the

classical languages be studied asalterna-
tives to Ilindi or the regional language?
Can the mother-tongue be alternative
to the vegional language? Ov can the
scheme  be so  framed that a pupil
who dovs not  wunt an  additional
language can take up an additional
craft? These are some of the problems
which the Government will have to
counsider in making the decision on the
provision of languages at the Middle
Scheel and higher stages.

It is assumed that the average age of
pupils completirg the Middle School
will not be less than T4, In suggesting
different types of courses in the Post.
Middle School Stage, the main consi-
derations are:

(+) The needs of the pupils: (b} needs
of the Scciety : (¢ expericnce of other
countries,

The pupils leaving the Middle School
moey be classified as {olows :

in)  Those who will seek employment
without any further training; (b Those
who will want definite voeational train-
ing for one or more yvears so that they
can join trades ws skilled crattsmen.
(¢y These who will want to continue
general vdueation jeading on to Univer-
sity  Courses. (d) Those who want
further gpeneral education  with the
possibility of going on to the Univer-
sity and at the sume time be trained in
commereinl subjects to cuable them tg
qualify themselves for Scerctarial work.
{¢) Those who wunt further  genaral
edueation, but whose 1uental faculties
are more actively stimnianted and more
fully  satished by practical  than
academic studies. () Those who want
further general cducation  with more
emphasis on Art asd Home Craft.

1t should he noted that in most
countries the bifureation of courses of
study commences at the age of 18, The
selection of pupils for the Techaical
tligh Schools in Britain and in the
sargent Schieme is at (1.

If provision s made in the scheme
for the transier of pupils who make
wronyg choice, from one type of school to
another, then the bifurcation at 13 plus
or 14 cannot be regarded as unsound,
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Post-Middle School Courses

Taking the needs of the pupils into
consideration, the following types of
Post-Middle Sehool Courses f_‘.r/(f"gy()vi-
ded. ST

Trade Schools where pupils will be
definitely prepared for entry into
occupations, The courses may be
arranged with fulltime class work or
part time day classes or cvening classes
or on the sand-wich systera. They may
he conducted on the premises of Poly-
technic Institutions or High Schools or
to T'actories or Tarms or may be
entircly separatc institutions, Some
useful suggestions can be obtained from
the Trade Schools in Britain where
pupils are recruited at the age of 13 +.

These will be similar to the present
High Scliools but without optional
subjects. There will be special empha-
sis on Art and Craft. In Form 4 there
will be provision [or eitizenship training
activities and in Forms 5 and 6 it is
proposed to have semi-military train.
ing for hoys.

Many of the subjects for study in this
course will be the same as in the Pre-
University courses, but with some
reductions and adjustments in certain
subjects. At least ten periods a week
~i]] be devoted for commereial subjects

forms ¢ to 6. It is possible that
ipils taking this conrse will be eligible
r admission to the University, but
art from this, the course to a very
rge extent will do what is done in the
sdern High Schools in Britain.
These are not vocational courses as
ose in Trade Schools. They will
¢lude a core of humanities and also
yplied sciences and industrial subjects.
apils taking these courses will after
mpletion go on to igher technical
stitutions or qualify themselves for
igibility to the University or join
me industry after a period of appren-
ceship.

esthetic and Domestic Courses

This is a course of general education
ith special emphasis in Aesthetic
ibjects and Home Crafts and it is
ipected that this course will be found

[
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useful especially by girls who intend :to
complete their education with the High
School Course.

The four types, viz., the Academic,
Commercial,  Pre-technological  and
Aesthetic and Domestic include general
and cultural cducation and they should
have parity of status. These courses
may be arranged in the same High
Schools or in separate institutions
according to convenience. It is .hardly
to be expected that any High School
will be able to provide more than two
of these courses.

Provision will be made in all girls’
schools for the study of Home crafts.

It is recognised that improvements
have to be made urgently both in the
Internal Examinations in schools and
in External Txaminations. Teachers
need to be trained in modern methods
of testing so that the progress of the
pupils may be observed from stage to
stage and their errors corrected. One
of the serious defects of the present
system is that tests are not used suflici-
ently asaids to teaching but are used
mainly as methods for promotion from
class to cluss.  ‘This is the main reason
for the over importance given by pupils,
teachers and parents to the annual
examinations and Public Examinations.
It is necessary also to prepare Intelli-
gence Tests, Attainment Tests and
Diagnostic Tests suited to this country.
External Examinations have to be
modified so that they may be made
more reliable. The S.S,L.C. should not
be based on only marks in academic sub-
jects, but credit should be given to
practical activities of the pupils in the
school and also to some of the distine-
tive qualitics of the pupils which are
essential for their success in life. )

In forms 5 and 6 of the High School,
the boys should be given semi-military
training done with precision emphasis-
ing diseipline and implicit obedience.
“There should be exercises and activities
selected and adapted to develop in them
toughness, endurance, courage, disci
pline and esprit-de-corps.

(From an address by 3Mr. K. Kurwvilla
Jacob at the Annuul Meeting, of the
Madras Teachers’ Guild on 31—10—47).



IERCERS’ FIVE-HUNDRED-YEAR-OLD

LONDON PUBLIC

DAY SCHOOL-

Communal Sharing of Ancient Traditions and Present Activities

Founded by the Mercers’ Company in

541, the Mercers’ School in London
1as assoeiations in  the city which go
ack more than 500 vears. Today in
Jarnard’s Tnn, Holborn, it continues as
n Independent Public Day School and
City Company School.

Throughout its existence the nucleus
f the school has consisted of & group of
'3 free scholars who, according to the
ovenant made between Henry VIII
nd the Mercers' Company in 1341, were
0 be taught < freely and continucusly
ar ever V.

These 25 students known as ** Foun-
ation Scholars™, along with 260 bovs
ndmtmﬂmslmble from them, come dm]\
o Barnard’s Inn, Holborn, for their
chooling. As in 1541, so now the
chool is governed by the Xaster,
Vardens and Court of the Mercers’
‘'ompany.

It issaid that the Hospital of St.
homas of Acon purchased by the Mer.

cers’ Company, together with St, Mary
Colechureh in 1541 from King Yenry
VIII after the Dissolution, harboured a
much older school which in fact never
ceased to exist.  Certainly a school was
established in 1447 by the Rector of
the same St. Mary Colechurch and
Master of the same hospital.

At all events, in 1541 the Church of
the Tlospital beeame the Mercers’ Chapel
and Mercers’ School was set up in it

The ancient associations of Company
and School are commemorated in the
School in the ‘¢ Houses”. Acon (Tho-
mas 2 Becket); Colet (Mercer and Dean
of St. Paul’s) ; Gresham (Bereer and
Builder of the Royal Exchange) ; whit-
ting Mercer and four times Lord
Mayor of London). They are remarkable
examples of day-school « Houses ”” which
thrive simply on a communal sharing of
ancient traditions and of present acti-
vities, in games and <¢shows’™ and
“house teas’ Mercers’ boy is proud
to belong to his ¢« House ™.

T By Courtesy of British Infovation Services, New Delli,

LIGHT THE DIVINE

LAMPS—THIS DEEPAVALI DAY

D IirisanNavva, HixpupPur

Light the lamps of Love,
acrifice.
uffering humanity.

Learning, Devotion, Service and

Let the lamps infuse hope, joy and courage into the
“The darker the night, the brighter the stars®

s the Nature’s way and let your lights triumph over suffering
pecially now as very dark clouds are passing over our country. The
ieed of the hour is really great and so let your lights be very bright

o guide those in the dark.

r1th November 1947. 7

A DAY IN THE LIFE OF AN ENGLISH SCHOOLGIRL*

Till recent years it was quite common
in Britain for many children to receive
no .more than clementary education.
Successive education acts provxdnw free
and adequate facilities for schooling now
enable every child in Britain to join
a secondary school after passing the
entrance examination from the Primary.

The normal age for passing the
entrance examination is between ten
and eleven, and children stay on in
secondary schools until they are sixteen.
This is near about the school leaving
age fixed by the Educition Act of
1941

To ensurc that children attending
schools grow up strong and hmlthy
there is a Government spon:o:ed system
of frec distribution of milk and supply
of mid-day meal at a nominal price.
The Secondary Scheol in Shacklewell
Lane, Dalston, which Gwendoline Rose
Larner, a typical English schoolgirl is
attending is one such school run by the
London Loum} Council.

Gwendoline is 13 years old and lives
with her parents and her infant sister
Audrey in a block of flats at Hackney.
The flats belong 1o London County
Council, and the one in which the

arners live has a living room, three
bedrooms, a bathroom, lavatory and
kitchen., Mr. Larner, who is a coal
porter and ex-wartime military police-
man, pays 16 shillings a week rent. An
clder daughter in the Women’s Land
Army, and a son in the Royal Army
Service Corps in Burma, complete this
very average working family of Tng-
land.

The School in  Shacklewell Lane,
whicht Gwendoline is attending is not
far from her home. She passed the
entrance examination from the primary
school in 1945, 'The Larner parents,
in common with others ranging from
doctors and solicitors to tradesmen and
artisans encourage their children to work
for this higher standard of education.

* By Courtosy of British Information Services, New Delhi,

WHY SHOULD I SUBSCRIBE TO THE
SOUTH INDIAN TEACHER?

Because :

1. it is the journal of the Seuth India Teachers’ Union, of which I am

a member.

2. it gives publicity to the proceedings of Meetings of Teachers’ Organisa-
tions in the Presidency and of the feelings “of the members of the

profession.

3. it boldly and frankly puts forth the view points of the Union and

publishes useful and original articles of educatlonal interest bearing on
modern trends for the benefit of teachers.

4. 1t serves as a medium of communication and interchange of thoughts
among the members of the profession.

5. its subscription rate is so low as to cnable each teacher to buy and
read it so that he may keep hlmsclf well informed about his profession

and of problems of education.
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The Creative Teacher
The Status of thec Teacher.

‘Tine words butter no parsnips’ said
sancho Panzi, yet in connecction with
cducation, and mwore cspecially  in
conncction with tenchers, we continue
with grave determination to try to
spread our butter. The tcacher, we
say, is the keymun. On the teacher,
depends the future of the village, the
future of the town, the future of the
country. 1ll¢ is the centre of rural
reconstruction work. lic is to organise
the co-operative socicty inthe \'11]‘1yc
to improve wrluxltule te organise
adult literacy campaicns, to run a nmht
school, to dig latrines and pits for the
v1lla"e, to pl.m houses, to grow flowers,
to pour oil on mosquito infected ponds,
and, incidentally to teach his pupils
four or five hours a day. In a word,
he is expected to be the prime mover in,
and the vitalising force behind, every
movement for progress.  And ell this he
is to do on a mere pittance of some
eightcen to twenty rupees in the Punjab
and much less in other parts of India.
Is it any wonder that the vitlage dinamo
very often goes very slowly and somc-
times seems all but silent?

The ceonomie factor has u very greut
effect on education. It is iinpossible for
the teacher to pluy his part as kevman
on his meagre salary if we can dxgmf)
his remuneration by the name of salary.
No one can give his best without
some reasonable ceonomic  sccurity.
We expect more {rom our teachers than
auy other scction of the community, and
we pay - them slightly bhetter than
coolies.

This would not muatter so much if
society were organised on a socialist or
communist basis, But if such were the
case, there would be, if not ahsolute
equality in remuneration, at least
economic sccurity, and a ronetary
return morec in cousonance with the
value of ‘the work done. And even in

comununist Russia it has been recognised
that superior serviee deserves its duc
reward. But under present conditions
there is no excuse whatsecver for the
shabby treatmment meted to the most
important of the Stute. The proposals
made in the Report of the Central
Advisory Board of Education show that
the Bouard felt the utter inadequacy of
the present rates of "puy. But even
their proposals do not err, by any
means, on the side of gencrosity, and
in the case of primary teachers, the
proposud scales should be consldcmb)v
inercased.

The result of the present low pay and
the status of the teacher is that in the
villages the numerous problems which
could be tackled by teachers with a
better cultural and economic background
are not being tackled. The teacher is
all too frequently concerned with
augmenting his pittance in other ways
besides  his  regular  teaching work.
Henee Lie Jacks the respect that should
be his. Whether we like it or not, a
large mujority of people still assess a
person’s  worth by the salary he
commands. It is distinctly unfair to
force aur teachers to Lic idealists, while
no one else attcmpts to follow in their
train.

(From page 233, Creative Education, by
.M. Ryburn)

How  Universities amnd  Training
Colleges can help each other

Sir John Maud, Permanent Secretary
to the Ministry of Education, speaking
at  DBristol University, Institute of
Education, said that he believed therc
should be no rigid distinction between
general humane education (such as the
Umvcrswv traditionally gave) and the
professmnal training of teachers (whlch
was not the mere ¢ learnmg of tricks ).
Both University and Training College
had help to give each other.

EXHIBITION OF LESSON UNITS*

TFor many years it has been the practice at St. Christopher’s Training
College to give students in both the Secondary and B.T. classes one week of
experience in teaching round a centre theme or “ Unitof work ™ rather than
according to the rvegulwy curriculum., The work includes mueh handicratt and
at least one excursion. Among Units chosen in the past have been The Post
Office, Madras Harbour, Our Food, Our Clothing. and more recently See South
India and See Madras City., Duwring the week Oct. 13-17, the various clisses
studied varviations of the theme “QOur Daily Life and what we owe to other
countries *. The number of pupils in a section varied from 20 te 30. Seven
students helped in each section.

TAMIL SIECTIONS

Class 3. My lome—rhow we live at home cond what we mwe o local resources.

The nse and value of simple things such as soap-nut po“del, argen grinl,
some roots and herbs. A simple Stud\ of some foods. The nmkmn of brooms.
Use is made of kummi, singing, drama ete.

Class 4. Simple things at home—our debt to other countries,

The story of rubber, leather, glass, ahuminium and steel. An excursion to
Moore Market where each group bought some simple things. A song (composed
by o student) about these things, and what we owe to other countries.

Class 5. (2 sections) IVhat we owe to other countries through < the world in
ner garden’”

Vegetables, flowers and medicinal plants.

Bach section visited the Horticultural Gardens and has done mueh practical
work and has made floor charts, ete. '

Form I (2 Sections) Articles of Convenience in owr Daily Life. The pupils
learnt something of the origin and workings of some of our modern conveniences
—electric light, te lephone, water supply, sewing machine, clock, watches, micror,
thermos flask, umbrella, shces, plastics. One section went to the Illectricity
Generating Station.  Both Sections have made models showing some of the con-
veniences of modern life.

TELUGU SECTIONS

Class 4. Learned the stories of some of the simple things at home, such as
coconut, pottery, wool and sugar. In their handwork they used coconut palm
leaves, Tnade thmns of clay and plep‘ued sweets with jaggery.

Class 5 and Form I. Took Leisurve Time activities as their centre of
intevest.—Radio, Cinema, outdoor and indoor games, reading, writing, painting,
nmusie, dance and needlework, Their exhibition of work includes models and
specimens of the above.

“In conneetion with the XVII South Indian Education week, this Ishibition was organised
jointly by the St, Christopher’s Training College and the Bentinek Girls® High School.

PICTURES ON THE REVERSE

British Information Pictures of Cambridge and Oxford Colleges.

Dr. Cornelius explaining the School Project—The World in everyday life.
Articles of Daily use —(1).

Articles of Daily use —(2).

Opening the Exhibition.

Ananda Nilayam and the Electrical Generating Station,

Foreign flowers that have become Indian.

Articles of Daily use —(3).

Ul fe W k9
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EXHIBITION AT'ST. CHRISTOPHER’S
TRAINING COLLEGE & BENTINCK HIGH SCHOOL

w

e (¢) a nation of people who seek to
“solve their personal problems of priority

Tt mgeiia

W
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% What is this common task of ours?™ . one " of ' us conoewuxt,and ~His

he said. ¢ To help the world to become
more civilised, and (as the part of that
task that is our special responsibility)

to help this nation to become more’
- eivilised. . ’ -

© *What ;vouid ‘be’ some of the chief
characteriétics of a more civilised
nation? S :

. -%(a) A nation of people more of whom

are ‘characters’; not <‘types’ but
persons, who differ from one another,

living active, full-blooded lives of their

own, with zest; not content to be
spectators or armchair critics ;

s (b) a nation of people with inore
social skill ; both in dealings between

persons and in dealings between groups

of persons in the modern world where
groups of unwieldy size are’ increasingly
characteristic of industry, town commu-
nities and political organisation; social
skill developed by experience of acting
‘ourselves,’ not leaving action ‘te them’;

by reference to an increasingly high
standard of values; who try to distinguish
between means and ends ; who recognise
the importance of bridging the export/
import gap but remember also that that
and all economic and political activity
are not ends in themselves, and who
therefore bring to their daily work a
spirit which springs from a deeper
source ; from a knowledge of why their
work is worth doing. :

. *This then is our common work as

- educators, not only in time of palpable

crisis like the present but at all times:

. To improve the quality of the nation,

to help it to become more civilised—
that is, a nation of. people who have
found their own form, who are learning
to love their neighbour, who believe
that better food and houseroom and
clothes are necessary and must be
worked for, but that what makes them
worth working for and life worth living
are the things of which the saints and
artists alone can speak with authority —

in fact, thengdong of God, as each

7

Righteousness.”
... (Page 330: The School- Master
i, and Woman Teacher's Chro-
... macle Oct. 16, 1947),

.

©F* s T Foy Townm ot Tt
Life would be wounderfully pleasant if
only there were no grown-ups to .inter-
fere. Thus many children must have
reflected, and now their . dream is
coming, as nearly as may be, true in
Sweden, where the city ecouncil of
Stockholm has laid out a large ficld as a
miniature town solely for children. So
far the grown-ups had to have a hand in
it, but when the golden key was handed
over to the chairman of the Toy Town
council, that . chairman was a child,
who had been elected to his high office
by the free suffrages of his incorruptible
contemporaries. Already there is a
town-planning scheme afoot so that the
young citizens can:learn to play at
municipal politics, even as London
_Dodd learnt to gamble in the simula-
crum - of a stock exchange in. the
Muskegon commercial academy. Those
whose tastes tend rather to the practical .
will be given hammers and nails, -bricks
and scrap metal with which to build
their own houses; but the crowning
glory will cansist in an ancient mail
van, some trams and motor-cars and —
unbelievable splendour | —an airecraft,
the gift of the Swedish Air Force.

At this point intrusive grown.ups will
exclaim that that is going too far ; first
on the obvious ground that the children
will certainly kill each other and
secondly, a more subtle objection, that
too much reality will ‘destroy the
delights of make-believe. As to the first,
these alarmists can at once be reassured,
for none of these vehicles will go; let the
young aecronauts twiddle all the gadgets
never so wisely, the aircraft will .not
budge an,inch. They will be able to
put a girdle round the earth with Puck
in forty minutes, or more leisurely with
Mr. Phileas Fogg in eighty days, while
remaining safely grounded. This is' as
artistically as it is practically sound,
for the greatest joy ismot in doing ' but

[IERTY
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in pretending to do.  The powers of the
motor-car are deplorably limited if only,
as we are now to discover, by luck of
petrel, but pretending knows no bounds.
It would not be surprising to learn that
in 2 few weeks these real vehieles have
been deserted or perhaps left to a few
grown-up guests who, peor thinus, can-
not pretend, while the children
themselves have reverted to some casuul
piece of wood possessing ull the qualitics
of u fairy chariot and o wmagie carpet.
The elaborately real thing emplinsizes
too grossly the difference between the
animate and the irnanimate, but the
yvouthful imagination, uranted only the
humblest means, can disregard it. It
will he inadventures of the spirit that
Toy Town will alwavs be richest, and
the more sccurcly the bodies of its
denizens arc on the ground, the hicher
will their souls sozr to heaven,

(The Times, Octo 3, 10147

Virtuee in work

<A3VYhat  the world needed  wa
better quality people, better educated
people, people  who  realised  there
was virtue in work, and were pre-
pared to work.”  That was part of the
timely message the General Secretary,
Mr.  Ronald  Gould, delivered at
Stratford-on-Avon recently.  With the
first-named needs there is ready agree-
ment.  Not the same unaniwity s
expressed, however, with the latter,
that therce i1s nced for pueople swho
realise that there s virtue in work, The
conception of work as a curse is not now
expressed in words ; but it is tacitly
accepted us the real basis of inuch action
taken in many directions. The <« play
method ”’ can be of real assistance if its
purpese and lmitations are clearly
understood.  But pursued beyond  its
" limited sphere it may have undesirable
results. It can be no substitute for
cifort, for persistence, for the will to
work. The importance of due reeognition
being given to this fact is that what is
desired in  the nation must first be
introduced iunto the schools. Rightly,
increased attention has in recent years

_been given to leisure. A man is not

necessarily made happier, however, by
having a shorter- working week if he
docs not know how to pass the time
which is thus left free. Furthermore,
leisure requires for its full enjoyment a
period of sufliciently stecnuous work to
muke leisure a necessity ns well as a
weleome  relief.  Former generations
were familiar with the message of the
gospel of work. IFor manv, at that time,
with the conditions then imposed, such
a message was to say the least ironieal.
But in altered conditions it has a real
meaning. It eertainly Las relevance to
the present day and to the position in
which this country has been placed by
her supreme efforts to preserve freedom
for all men.

V1020 The School Master and
Woman  Teacher's Chronicle
Oct. 0, 1917)

Education as nanacea

Education hins suffered because of the
present  conflict and chaos in  the
country, but these unfortunate incidents
provide a lesson to our leaders and
administrators. if  anything  could
prevent the recurrence of such outbursts
of the animal in man, it is education.
The main causes of the present conflict
may be several, but impartial observers
will concede that those parts of the
country that are educationally more
advanced have remained comparatively
peaceful and quiet. This is not all,
The latter regzions have shown a better
capacity to fit in the new democracy and
freedom that are here. If we mean
business and if we want to preserve the
freedom that has been won with sublime
sacrifices over which the Gods them-
selves will throw incense, we must
recoguise that theve should be no more
waiting to educate the %5 per cent. of
our population who today are ignorant
and illiterate and are liable to be

stampeded by pelitical and  religious

excitement, however  irrational they
may be.
(L1020 Jowrnal of Education
and Psychology Oct. 1947)
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UNESCO and a Teachers’ Charter

The UNESCO 1is to act as a
clearing-house for surveys of present
conditions in the various countries and
of the needs and aspirations of teachers
everywhere. It has already seut out
the preliminary investigations of its
sceretariat and set up a sub-committee
to enguire -into such subjects as the
shortage of teaching personnel, their
recruitment  and.  training, their
remuneration and social standing,

The serious consideration given to
our profession on these highest inter.
national planes is a tribute to teachers
everywhere. The world is alive to the
need for entrusting to suitably chosen
and trained persons the all-important
task of training the world’s future
citizens. Such persons, they agree, are
entitled to satisfactory living and
working conditions wherever they are
and ‘“ the intellectual freedom of
teachers, so necessary to the accomplish.
ment of their task, can be no more than
o mockery if they do not enjoy the
dignity and security essential to the
exercise of their profession.”

Pending futher! consideration by
UNESCO, the Committee gives a list
of suggestions which might be included
in the Charter and reminds teachers
they can not formulate their Rights and
at the same time take no account of
their duties. Claiming their freedom,
they must give their devotion ; deman-
ding adequate equipment, they must
ensure that their pupils make the best
use of it ; being members of a state,
they should remember they belong also
to a family of nations and work for
world solidarity ; demanding facilities
for further and continued cultural and
professional growth, they have the duty
of keeping abreast of new developments
and of using such knowledge and skill
for the welfare of their charges,

Secondary School Examinations

The complete revision of the present
examination system in secondary schools
in England and Wales, to take eflect in
1950, is recommendcd by the Secondary
School Examinations Council ina unani.
mous report to the Minister of Educa-

September (H.M. Stationery Office,
price 2d. net). This would involve a
school report for every child leaving
a secondary school and the replace-
ment of the School and ITigher Sclwel
Certificate examinations by a single
external examination designed to meet
certain speeific purposes.

It is proposed that every child leaving
a sccopdary school should be givena
comprehensive schoeol report based on a
carefullv-maintained school record, and
containing the fullest possible informa.
tion about his abilities and potentialities.
These reports would be available for
parents and cmployers, for univer-
sities and professional hodies, and would
assist in guiding pupils towards suitable
earcers or further education.

The Council consider that there is
only a limited ficld for external exami-
nations. Such examinations are appro-
priate for two groups, those who wish
to compete for scholarships or similar
awards at universities or comparable
institutions, and those who have followed
courses substantially beyond the statu-
tory minimum leavinyg age and who wish
to establish competence in certain sub-
jeets in order, for instance, to sccure
exemption from university or profes-
sional examinations. To meet these
needs without unduly influencing the
courses provided by the schools, the
Council recommend that, starting in
1650, the School Certificate and Higher
School Certificate examinations should
be replaced by o single external exami-
nationopen only to pupils over 16 on 1st
September in any given yvear. The same
examination should alse be freely availa.
ble to candidates who have left school.

The examination papers would be at
three levels——+¢ Qrdinary,” « Advanced”’
and ¢ Scholarship.”” The ¢ Ordipary ™’
papers would provide a reasonable test
in the subject for pupils who have taken
1t as part of a wide general secondary
course up to the age of at least 16; the
“Advanced ”’ papers would provide a
reasonable test for pupils who have
taken it as a speeialist subject for two
vears in  the sixth form; and the
¢ Scholarship ”” papers would be design-
ed to give specially gifted pupils an
ovportunitv for showing distinetive
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‘andidates would receive a ¢ General
tificate of ¥ducation ” recording the
jecets in which they have passed at
ier the < Ordinary 7 or the < Advan-

fevel. The mere possession of a
tificate would have little xignificance;
vould be the contents of it which
ild  provide positive information

about the holder.

The examination would be open to
students from all types of schools and
colleyes and also to those who have
already left school  The Counecil hope
that the minimum apge for tuking the
examination will be raised above 16
when more pupils stay ut school till 17
or 18, and they stress that the examina-
tions should be tuken as late ns possible
in the school career.

The Minister of Edueation has decided
to publish the report in order that there
should be the fullest scope for discussion
of the recommendations. In doinyg so, the
Minister is not committed to accepting
the recormmendations.

{The Scottish Educational Jour

nalsy OQct, & & 10, 1947)

Home Education: Child Guidanca.

We must remember that though the
child is his parents’ offspring he is not
a repetition of either of his parents, but
is-an entirely new individual, with some.
thing of many of the ancestors of both
his father and his mother in his make-
up. He is himself, and the parents’ own
frustrations and desires should nut influ-
ence anyone’s expectations or treatment
of him. To expect a son to folluw
naturally in his father’s footsteps is not
right. Tiven if the boy seems personally
cut out for- his father’s ocrupation, no
pressure should he exevted; the ecision
should he made by him alone,

How can we guide our children toward
choosing o life work wisely?  Iirst
study the child from his infancy and be
sure that histime is lilled with interests,
Provide opportunities for him to know
about :many callings. Perbaps, as the
years {ly past, he will keep retarning to
one line of activity. lle¢ muy show a
love for making. things, a delight in
musie, or an outstanding desire to
understand machinery. Youngsters often
follow one urge and then another—

each being of more or less short dura-
tion. Today it may be planes, then
radio or photography muay take the
spotlight. A trip to the country may
make the work on a farm crowd out
other interests. At one time a boy may
feel that o sajlor's is the only life.
However, if he returns again and again
to onc of these occupations, then we can
try to help him to develop that one far
enough to judge of its future prospects
for him.

Many voung people show no speeial

ent.  Whether they door not, we should
encourage them to put forth their best
effort into all that they attempt—not by
seolding, but by showing them how the
oiving of oneself to a projeet brings deep
satisfaction.

The genius in any divection, thoush
well edueated for some other profession
—-perhaps to be a lawyer or a doctor —
returns to  the art that demands his
encrgies, probably to suffer materially,
but to follow to the end that gleam of
the «“celestial fire” thit he always sees.
Had this urge been discovered and
heeded sooncr, time and unhappiness
would have been saved.

The scarch for talent can be made
both at home and at school. At home,
we should talk to our voungsters about
many callings and let them see the
activities that they embrace.  Also, we
should familiarize ourselves with the
new occupations that appear daily in
this changing world., In our talks we
should emphasize the joy of service
rather than the idea of gain. Instead of
*“ How much money ecan I make?
encourage the question ¢ What have T
to give?’ Becoming conscious of a
sreat need will sometimes eall out lutent
talents. The young are idealists, and
one fired with a purpose will often
surprise their elders with their enthu-
sinsm and ability.

By studying these precious ones
entrusted to our ecare, knowing their
hearts, constantly supplying interests,
we parents gain a competence to guide
in the choice of n vocation as no one
else can.

(I'rom Home Education National
Kindergarten Association N, Y.
1947 Auqust release)
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MADRAS
Ciatholic Mission Institutions

The Government have passed orders
in regard to teaching grants in aided
schools and colleges under catholic
mission managements..

In the case of headmasters of second-
ary schools under catholic mission, the
salaries actually allowed to them not
exceeding the maximum in the revised
scales of pay plus the allowance admis-
sible to headmasters in Government
Secondary Schools of the same strength
should, according to the G.O. be taken
into account for the purpose of assess-
ment of teaching grant from 1947-48
onwards irrespective of the nationality
of the headmasters. It has also been
ordered that no distinction should be
made betwecn catholics and non-zatho.
lics in the matter of pay. The manage.
ments of eatholic aided institutions have
been advised that it will not be in the
interest of the institutions to give
different scales of pay to catholics and
non.catholics in the same institution.
The scales of pay given to catholics,
whether Indian or non-Indian, should
not exceed the scales of puy for members
of the same grade in Government
service.

Teachers’ Pay )

Speaking to a gathering of  Madras
Teachers on the evening of the 3th
November 1947, at the Madras Christian
College school, Dr. Sir John Sargent
said that the Teachers’ Pay would amount
roughly to 70 per cent of the total cost
of education. Whatever cconomy they
{the Government) might effect in build.
ing or anything else, the 7Teacher’s
salary would he the determining factor

" of what they had to spend on education.

And the amount they paid to their
teacliers would determine the sort of
persons they would be able to attract to
the profession. The teachers were
justified in insisting on adequate sulary
end the community should see the justice
of their claims. )

3

Need for a strong organisation

The teaching profession, Sir John said,
should organise themselves. It was only
by organisation and propaganda that
they could awaken the conscience of the
masses that the cducation of every boy
and girl was necessary if they were to
take their place in a reasonable time in
the comity of nations. The teaching
profession could unever be static. FEach
generation presented its own problems
and the teachers should prepare the
voung men and women to meet those
changing problems.

Primary Teachors and Blections

The Government have decided not to
allow elementary school teachers to con-
test elections to local bodies. This
decision has been taken on the ground
that if teachers arc allowed to contest
the clections, it will result in the dislo-
cation of work in schools und also create
factions in villages and that it will not
be in the interests of schools or children.

Provident FFund in Aided Schools

The Government after carefully con-
sidering the suggestion that teachers in
aided educationsl institutions may be
permitted to utilise the aceumulations
to their credit in the Teachers’ Provi.
dent Tund towards the pavment of
premia for their life insurance policies,
bave agreed that the concessions may be
allowed subject to pecessary safeguards.
The Director of Publie Instruction has
been requested to examine the proposal
further and submit necessary amend-
ments to  the rules relating to the
administration of the Fund and suggest
necessary safeguards. With reference
to the suggestion that the Government
rate of contribution to the provident
fund should be raised, they do not con-
sider it necessary to raise their rate of
contribution, but managements of aided
institutions may contribute more than
half anna in the rupee, if they can afford
to do so.
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Education in Afadras 1945-46

Judged by the present pace of pro-
gress of elementary  education, the
Government estimate that over twenty
years will be required to implement
the schemne of compulsion fully even up
to Standard V.

The figures for the strength of stn-
dents in various institutions for 194546
and 1904445 respectively are:  Arts
Colleges 28,100 (including 2,568 women)
and 24,908 (2,685 women) ; Professional
Colleges — 4,054 392 women) : and 3,303
(334 wemen:; Secondary Schools-88%,870
of whom 73,484 are girls) and 244734
(including 65,020 girls); Elementary
Sehools - 8,243,022 (ncluding 1,267,054
girls) and 3,025,913 (including 1,128,510
girls).

The distribution of pupils in the
several standards of elementary schools
shows that elementary education for
boys has been making steady progress.
The percentage of girls in Standard V
to those in Standard 1, shows deteriora-
tion, which is attributed to the large
increase during the year in the number
of girls undergoing instruction in
Standard I. There was, however, an
actual increase in the number of girls
in Standard V. N

The number of public institutions
intended for Muslims further inereased
from 3,179 to 8,231, Their strength
rose from . 281,216 to 297,191. The
increase of Muslim pupils in secondary
seheols and eolleges was uppreciable,

There has again heen o fall in the
number of elementary schools speeially
intended for Harijans but the strength
in these schools increased from 339,362
in 1843-44 to 142,669 in the year under
review. The enrolment of Harijans in
sccondary schiools, colleges and speecial
schools showed marked inerease.

One of the schemes included in the
Government’s Post-War Plan is the
introduction of compulsory elementary
education up to Standard VIII within a
period of 20 yeurs. It was estimated
that about 40 lakhs of children would
have to be brought newly to schools. As
a first step, it was planned to bring

under instruction.in the course of-the
first five years 153 lakhs of children
and in the next five-year period the
remaining  2G6:7 lakhs of children,
compulsion heing applied up to Stan-
dard V.

Compulsory Education

During 194546, the Government in-
troduced o limited scheme of compul.
sory clementary education which aimed
st bringing 1470 lakhs of children to
school ultimately.  The scheme was
extended in 194647, s0 as to bring an
additional two lakhs of ehildren under
instruction, Proposals for the further
extension of the scheme during the
current year are being proceeded with,
district by district; it is proposed to
enrol for instruction ultimately 1-50
lakhs of children in the areas to be
selected dnring the year.

Judging by the pace at which the
scheme of compulsion is being netually
brought into foree year after year, over
20 wears will be required to imple-
ment  the scheme fully even up to
Standard V as against the period of ten
vears originally antieipated. To popu-
larise the scheme of compulsion the
supply of mid.duy meals to poor child-
ren was sanctioned. Later, however,
on a review of the finances of the
Provinee, the Government found that
it would not be possible to continue the
supply of mid-duy meals and, the
scheme was, therefore, dropped.

In the year under review, the Govern.
ment sanctioned the opening of an
Enginecring College :at Coimbatore.
Forty-four candidates were selected to
undergo technical cducation overseas,
either in the United Kingdom or in
America on Government stipands,

Various educational .concessions were
granted to ex-service men and women
during the year.

Reformy of Secondary Education

The City Headmasters’ Association at
its meeting held on 15th November 1947
in the Iellett Iligh School, felt that the
duration of the secondary education
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course should be extended to seven years
and that bifurcation should begin only
at the end of the fourth year’s course.
It was also felt that provision should be
made for the study of classical languages
in the higher forms of the secondary
cducation course.

Basic Educaticon Doard's lecommen-
dations

The AdVisory Board, and its meeting
on the 18th November 1947, with the
Minister for Educationpresiding, recom-
mended as follows: (1) that Basic
Training Schools to be started in future
be located in Firkas selected under the
Rural Development Scheme, (2) that two
workshops for the manufacture of craft
equipment for basic schools be started
as adjuncis to two training schools with
a capital of Rs. 5,000, (3) that the Basic
Education Officer in consultation with
others be asked to prepare syllabuses in
basic crafts other than spinning, wea-
ving and agriculture, and (4) that in
future the basic training schools should,
as part of their equipment, provide for
a farm for agriculture and gardening and
quarters for teachers and hostels for
students in addition to the usual build-
ing for the school. ’

Education cannot be rationed

In the course of his speech at the
inauguration of the Trust Property of
the Chintadripet HighSchool on Novem-
ber 21, 1947, Dr. Alagappa Chettiar said
that unlike in the case of fvod-stuffs,
education could not be rationed and that
the Government should consider expen-
diture on education as the first charge
and take every step to meet the cduca.
tional needs of the province.

Amendment to 5.5.L.C. scheme

The question papers to be set for the
S.S.L.C. examinations and for class
examinations in the current year and in
future will be in the spirit of the
regional langudage as the first language
and English as the sccond.

— e

COCHIN

The session of the Cochin Aided
Primary Teachers’ Association was
highlighted by its decision to give
notice to the Govermnent that unless a
satisfactory reply was received to the
demand for better grades of pay, viz.,
30-4-50-5-73 (it is now 25-1- 35-11-50)
by the Ist of November, a token strike
for a day will be staged on the Ist
Deceraber to be followed by a strike
unto the end commencing on the 15th
January 1048,

TRIVANDRUM
Urgency of Expenditure on Education

Speaking at the Council Chamber on
the sth November 1947 with His
Highness the Maharajah  presiding
Dr. Sir John Sargent said :

« If 1T may offer a parting word of
advice toall those engaged in the service
of education in India, in particular to
the many good friends I have made in
in that service and last but not least to
those present here to-day it is just this.
Do not on any account be tempted for
the sake of economy or "speed or any

-other reason to sacrifice quality to

quantity. In pressing so hard for quality
at every stage of education I hope that
1 am not guilty ol letting the best be
the enemy of the good. Do not think 1
am, After 36 years as teacher and
administrator, over nineof them in this
country, I have come at any rate to one
definite conclusion, which is, that edu-
cation which is cheap and nasty is,
much worse than no education atall, It
is, in fact, an outstanding cxample of
the Latin proverb, corruptio optimt
pesstimag, that is, the corruption of the
best is the worst,

If provision of an up-to.date and com-
prehensive system of education, which
will open the gates of opportunity and-
service to all boys and girls is a para-
mount necessity as I believe it is 1
can only urge those in authority to
approach it in the same spirit as they
would face another paramount necessity
with which we are all in the present age
familar., I mean the paramount
necessity of an all-out effort to secure
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survival in the presence of war, Should
that emergency again arisc no country
however poor wounld cver think of
arming its fighting forces with bows and
arrows on the plea that guns are too
expensive, But if I am aright in
thinking that in these'days, oand for the
new fondia, war against ignorance and
discase is also 4 parcmount necessity
and if 1t 1s only through the education
of all the peaple everywhere that hunuin
{reedom and civilisation 15 we know it
can be expeeled to survive, then surely
the cause of education development s
not merely o paramount necessity but
something more than thid 5 it s u call
that sumwmons all men and women of
goodwill ; it is o war from which, as
Bunyan  suys, there “can be o
dischurge,”

DL

Education i Pechnology

The co-ordinating conunittee of the
All.India Couneil for Teehnical Iiduca.
tion which met in New Delhi on 15th
November 1947, has  recommended
grants to the extent of whout Rs. 15
craores on Capital expenditure and
Rs. 30 Jakhs on recurring expenditure
to some of the important technical
institutions in the country witha view
to their improvement and expansion, to
spread over a period ranging from 3 to
5 years.

NEW SOUTH WALES

Young bright pupils

~ No pupil will be permitted to a post-
primmary school under the age of 11
vears, IHecords of the school progress
of pupils admitted to post-primary
school show that un undue proportion
of these children fail scholastically
even though they avre bright, or develop
social or emotional maladjustments even
though their adjustment in the primary
school was satisfuctory. ‘I'eachers are
urged thercfore to tuke carly oppor-
tunity of discussion with parents of
young children the advisability of
allowing them to repeat sixth class
rather than proceed at too carly an
age to post-primary school work .. ..
... +......1t should be noted that swhere
young children are advised to repeat
sixth class, teachers should be preparcd

to make arrangements for them to
pursue o more varied and enriched
course  of study during the year of
of repetition so that the child will
obtain the greatest benefit from  the
extra vear.
Chikiven’s Book Week

The  special  theme  chosen  for
Children’s Book Week, which was
observed in all schools in the State from
20th September to 4th October 1947,
was ¢ Books for tomorrow’s world.”
That slogan was to be used to emphasize
the part which hooks can play in the
everyday life of today and their value in
the training of the children of today to
bie citizens of the future.

MEXICO

UNESUO Mecting

A debate on the question of breaking
down the barriers of the free flow of
informtion throughout the world took
piace hetween J B Priestley, head of
the  British delegation and William
Benton, head of the United States
delegation, This debate followed a
a heated three.hour discussion in Mass
Communications Committee bhetween
Priestley and Lioyd Free, United States
delegate, on  what should UNESCO’s
immediate concern be in the realm of
Mass Commmunications, Press, Radio and
Filins. Free argued on the more
immediate issuc of how UNESCO should
help breakdown of the barriers. Priestley
said that British delegation maintained
UNESCO should give priority to the
programme to sell UNESCO to people.
(W.P.A)

Teachers’ Charter .

An International Teachers’ Charter
proposed hv the delegates of France to
ensure that the principles of equality of
colour, sex and religion should always
operate in the teaching profession and
that no discrimination should operate
in any branch of it was adopted by the
Programme and Budget Committee of the
UNESCO General Conference. Accord-
ingly the Committee will recommend to
the General Conference itself the draw-—
ing up of such a convention after consul-
tation with the professional associations
in each country; the Secretariat of
UNESCO will serve as an intermediary
between those associations.

. i e e T
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FROM OUR ASSOCIATIONS

Tiruneiveli Uistrict Teachers™ Guild

The quarterly conference met ut 2 p.m
on the 19th September 1947 in the
Swarajva High School, Srivaikuntam.
Sri V. Venkatakrishnan, B. A, L. T,
Headmaster, welcomed the delegates.
Sri A. Gopala lyer, B. A, L.T., District
Edflicational Oflicer, Tinnevelly East,
declared the Conferenece open. Mr,
Samuel Muthiah, B A., L.'L., Manager,
Caldwell High school, Tuticorin, presi-
ded. He exhorted teachers to be imbued
with missionary zeal and give their
unstinted support to the S.1.7T. U.
which has rendered magnificent serviee
to the teaching profession. The District
Educational Officer in his opening
speech remarked that the cconomic
uplift of teachers was only & uestion of
time ond finance. This was by way of
reply to the eriticism of the Headmaster
zbout the delaying attitude of the
Government in the matter of educational
reforms or justice to teachers. All the
eight resolutions reiterated the wide~
spread grievances of teachers in the
matter of emoluments, parity of service
conditions, salaries of pandits and
certain ineqgualities in the distribution
of examiners and assistant examiners in
S5.8.L. C.

Central Teachers’ Union, Tuticorin

The Education Week was observed
from 20th to 26th October, 1947 by the
Central Teachers’ Union following closely
the programimne of the Central Education
Week Committee. Every evening between
5 and 6 p.n. there was a demonstration
or display of handierafts, exhibition,
scout, junior red cross, mass drill, and
music, and elocution contests. The
speakers at meetings were teachers, and
members of the public and officials,
The Week was inaugurated by Mr.
M. V.S, Sundravel, Municipal Chairman.
The D, E. O.of East Tinnevelly, Mr.
A. Gopala Iyer, presided over the con-
cluding session and distributed prizes

and certificates to winners in the various
- Al

contests. Mr. Antoniswamy, M.A., I.T.,

Secretary, proposed a vote of thanks,

V. R. G. High School, Nellare.

The Gencral Body meeting was ‘held
on the 10th October 1947, with Sri1 C. V.
Narasimha Rao, B. A., 1. 'T., Headmaster

teachers was pasderll The follpwing
office-hearers weretlected for the year %

14T A8~ .
. } 2 - Ay 1
President : ! LS
Sri C. V. Norasimha Hao, B.A, LTS
' ‘ - {lleadmaster)

Vice-President : ;
Sri C. N. Vittal Ra6;

Joint Secretarics:
Sri K, S, Sundararaja Rao, M.A,,
B.'t.. Dip. Ph. E.
Sri C. Sampatkumara Alyengar,
B.A,L T,

Treasurer :
Sri K. Ramalinga Reddy, B.A., L,'T+

N. E. High School, Alathur

The Education Week was celebrated
under the joint auspices of the N. I,
High School Teachers’ Association, and
the Board Girls tligh School Teachers’
Association, on 8th October 1947. Prof.
E.N. Subramaniam of Madanapalle
College  presided. Mr. P.V. Gopala-
krishna Iyer, Headmaster, welcomed the
guests. The Chairman stressed that
Education must come to be considered a
fundamental basic need of life like Food,
Shelter and Clothing.
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Sir M. C. T. Muthiah Chettiar High
School

A reception to the scout jamboree
contingent which was held in Paris, was
riven on the 3rd November 1047, Sri
V. S. Gopalakrishna Iyer, Headmaster,
welcomed the party and took pride in
his school scout group sending represent-
atives to three International Jamnborees
in suceession. Some members of the
party parrated their Jamboree ex-
periences and their travels in France,
Switzerland  and Italy. Dr. Siv A,
Lakshmunaswamy Mudaliar, who presi-
ded, spoke of the educative influcnces
of such experiences on the young men,
He felt that if our ministers could in the
first instance go abroad for a tour like
the jumboree, there would be greater
hope of bebter government and better
appreciation of the difficulties of the
common man and that u movement, like
Boy Scout movement, was of inestimable
~wvalue at the present juncture. Mr. I,
Howard Ozkley gave a cinema show of
previous jamborees held at Wembley,
Copenhagen nnd Burkenhead.

Board High School, Namnilam

The Teachers” Association met on
81.10-1947 and resolved that Sanskrit
should he given a prominent place in
the S.S8.L.C. Curriculum, that the
scales of -salaries recommended by the
Central Pay Commission should be
adopted for teachers of all grades
under all agencies, and that enhanced
scales with weightage should he given to
MA,LLTs among L.T.s and Inter-
mediates  among  Sceondary  grade
teachers.

Ambu:

Mr. K. *Chandramonli, Miaister for
Local Administration, i zurated the
Education Weck celebration on Sunday
evening in the presence of u vast gather-
ing of Muslims and Hindus. Mr. M. R,
Wahab Sahib presided. The Minister
explained the implications of Basic
Education, Mr. I, S. Vankatachala {yer
of Melvishuram High School, spoke in
Urdu on **The Teacher and the public”,

Mr. Abdul Gaffoor Sahib, Lecturer,
Islamia College, Vaniyambadi, spoke in

excellent Tamil about the rights and .

responsibilities of teachers while Mr.
Abdul Jalal Suhib of the same college
spoke in Urdu of the woes of the present
day teacher. Mr. A. Parthasarathy
lyengar proposed a vote of thanks. The
previous day an impressive mile long
procession  of boys and girls of all
schools accompanied by their teachers
went throuch the town.

Mr. C. P. Rama  Panikkar, Sub-
Magistrate, opened the educational
exhibition at the Muslim High School
premises. For the first time in the
history of the town, Muslim women
came cut of their purdah and witnessed
the exhibition and demonstration,

Andhra Chitra Kalopadhyaya
Parishad, Tanuku

In o memorandum submitted to the
Minister for Education, the importance
and place of fine arts “in  education is
stressed and the need for regrading the
saluries of art and craft teachers on u
just basis is strongly argued out. The
memorandum says that no diserimina-
tion should be mude in the salary scales
of drawing muasters in Government and
aided schools and that they should he
treated on o par with other members
of the staff having technical qualifica-
tions.

S. M. High School, Karaikudi

Ist to 8rd November 1947 witnessed
the celebration of the ducation Week
as the *Pupils’ Day ', « Teachers’ Day’
and ¢ Parents’ Day’ respectively. Sri
S. Murugappa, Editor, ¢ Kumaran'’,
SriT. Suryanarayana, Principal, Alagap-
pa’s College, und Sri Chokkalingam Chet-
tiar, Munieipal Chairman, presided on
the respective days. Nuomakkal Rama.
lingam Pillai, Balukavi Ramanathan
Chettiar of Devakottai, Sri 5. Raghava.
chariar, Mecadmaster, C. A. M. High
School, Kondanoor, and Sri Ramanujam,
Lecturer, Alagappa’s College, addressed
the gathering on the three days.
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CHITTOOR

The 1%th South Indian Education
Week was observed in the various

schools of Chittoor town from 3rd to -

7th November 31947 with much enthu.
siasm. Sri V. N Rajan, I. C S., Collec.
tor, inaugurated the week. He empha-
sized the need for the rapid spread of
education on the lines sugoested by the
Sargent Scheme. Sri K. Natesa Iyer,
organiser, explained the objects of the
Weelt's celebrations. ~ Sri M. Anantasa-
yanam lyengar, Member, Constituent
Assembly, in an address on ¢ Real
Education’ emphasized the ethical
moral and spiritval values of educa-
tion.

.. “The Teacher in Free India’ was the
subject of an address by Mr, J. Daniel,

Mr. S, Ranganatha Mudaliar, B, A, B, L.,
who presided, deplored the low percen.
tage of literacy in this land of Goddess
Saraswathi and appealed to the teachers

to dedicate themselves to the cause of
universal education. A special Ladies’
meeting presided over by Mrs. 5. Ragha-
van, was held on the 6th. Miss Kan-
thamma spoke on the responsibilities of
mothers in the education of their children.
A symposium, led by Sri K Natesa Iyer,
on ¢ Eduecation in Iree India’ was con-
ducted on the last day under the presi-
dency of Mrs, § Zwemer  Many speakers
took part in it.

G. C. CG. High School, Perambur

Sri Sami Venkatachalam  Chetty, the
Correspondent . of the  School, was
honoured on the 9th November 1947, on
Lis completion of 60 years of age. Many
distinguished visitors participated in
the function and felicitated the guest.
An address enclosed in a silver casket
was presented to him. Si#i Bagavan-
tham Gupta, Retired District Gollector,
presided,

(Continued from Page 27)

Government servants so far as the
allowances are concerned. It behoves
the Government. therefore, while con-
sidering the question of dearness
allowance to NGO’s, to take up the
whole gnestion comprehensively and
include snfficient financial provision to
pay the teachers in other than Govern-
ment institutions whatever rate of
dearness allowance is sanctioned to its
subordinates (including teachers). Of
course there remains the sore question
of salaries—equal pay for equal work—
The 8. 1. T. U. is fighting for it. The
sooner this inequality is vectified and
the injustice is removed, the better will
it be for the State. It needs some hold-
ness on the part of the Government to
face the situation free from prejudices
and false sense of prestige.

NOW AVAILABILE
THE XXT ALL-INDIA
FDOUCA'TIONAL CONFERENCE
Mudras Session—December 1945

REPORT OF THE PROCEEDINGS

Price Rupees Four only.
Postage extra.

Publishers
THE SOUTH INDIAN TEACHER
520, High Road,

Triplicane, Madras—35.



-OUR BOOK SHELF

Aunual Report for 1946-47 (of District
Teachers’ Cuild, Calmbatore awl the
Nilgris),

Among the many (eitures in the
report for the vear ending June 1947
the following are noteworthy:--The
Guild passed a momentous period ever
since its inception, a great crisis was
faced hy the profession and discontent
and (rustration paralised the teaching
body. -

The Annual Conference on 15.0.1016
presided over by Mr V. C. Vellingiri
Gounder was witnessed by s huge
gathering of more than one thousand
delegates,

The 16th Sonth Indian Education
Week was celebrated by several associa-
tions ; the Conference with the Minister
for Education about the reorganisation of
edueation, a meeting of teachers at
Erode at which Mr. M. S Sabhesan
addressed, an extra-ordinary meeting of
the Guild to consider the recommenda.
tions of the Cabinet Sub-Committee] the
formation of Distriet Council of Action,
and the Direct Action Committee are
mentioned in the report. The num-
ber of affiliated associations rose from
43 to 55. On the financial side the
balance is only Rs. 353147, The Guild
has  built up 2 reserve tund of
Rs. 705-3-9 to be utilised for the Guild
House und Library. It is remarkable
that as many us tifteen elementary
school unions are altiliated to the
suild.

Annual Report for 1946-47 (of the
Madras Teachers’ Guild ending June
1947).

There were 1274 members (only indi.
vidual teachers are admitted: of whom
sne is a life member. The annual
zeneral body rmeeting held on 17.7-46
was attended by 100 members. Revised
rules were adopted. 'The Guild Council
met nine times during the year to

consider professional and academie
problems, A demonstration was con-
ducted to the Secreturiat. The Six.
teenth Education Week, the Teachers’
Day, Teachers® Conference, a general
body mceting to bid farewell to Miss
J. Me Gerrard, the Guild Day, an
extra-ordinary general meeting for
formation of Council of Action, a public
meeting, the Aunnual Educational Con.
ference, are all mentioned in the
report. There does not seem to have
been any meeting after the 31st Decem.
ber 1046, probably due to asense of
frustration consequent on the unsatis.
factory recommendations of the Salaries
Sub-Committee. The receipts and ex-
penses  statement shows a  closing
balance of Rs, 208-0-6¢ The Guild is
proud te own a Benevolent IFund of
Hs. 5484-13-0, a Building TFund of
Rs. 15,200, and a Research Fund of
Rs, 48-5-9. The Benevolent Fund and
the Building Fund are administered by
a ‘Trust Board,

Aunual Report for 1946-47 (of St
Paul’s fligh Sehool, Vepery).

The report was presented for the 10th
year in succession on 29-8-1947 at a
meeting presided over by J, C. Ryan,
Esq., Registrar of Co operative Societies.
The Institution was founded in 1716,
The report says: (1) Out of 84 candi-
dates presented tor S 8. L. C. Exami-
nation, 58 came out successful, ie 707,
(i1) The school has a good programme of
activities, (iii) 200 boys were helped
with scholarships and concessions, the
total expenditure under this head being
Rs. 7,500, The finances of the school
are no longer the responsibility only of
the Mission, or of the Principal, or of
any outside Committee, but also of a
small sub-committee of the staff who
assist in checking the accounts daily
and weekly. (iv) The Masters® Associa-
tion meets regularly once a month,.
(v). In spite of another secondary school
cropping up recently in the neighbour-

OUR BOOK SHELF 2

hood, the strength has risen from 900
to 1050, (vi) ‘Less Haste and More
Speed’ is uttered as caution in the
reform of education.

Annual Report for 1946-47 (of (/nion
High School, Cotmbatore).

The principal features of the report
are :-— (1) Increase in the strength from
887 to 924 in 22 sections (ii) many chan.-
ges in the staff due to difficult condi-
tions of life and mounting cost of living
in Coimbatore and the tendency for
teachers to leave the noble prolession
for more lucrative jobs or trades, \iii)
the distinction won by the pupils in
Athletic Sports and Games, (iv) a high
percentage of success (82) in the S.S.L. C.
cxamination—91 out of 111 being decla-
red cligible, and \v) extramural activi-
ties as Junior Red Cross, Social Service
League, the erection of a reading room
by voluntary subscriptions by the
pupils, a savings fund and night school
for beggar lads.

Heport for 1946-47 (Madras Govern-
ment  Muscum and Connemoura Public
Library).

The report is well worth reading
from the point of view of wgood work
done in the matter of valuable collec-

- tions during the year. The cduca-

tional work done is stated as follows:
Eighty-three teachers belonging to 19
Indmn High Schools, 1 Turopean Iligh
School and 1 European Middle School
aLtended the demonstrutions to teachers.
Pupils from ¢ colleges, 154 schools of
the city and 14 schools from the
mofussil were brought f{o the museum
by their teachers; the total number of
puplls being 7 04? and of teachers 287.

The Principal and Professors of the
Vivekananda College were shown round
the Museum. The Superintendent gave
Radio Talks on Anthropology for hmh
schools,

Stories of Adolescents: By L MUKER-
JEE, B. Sc.,, B. Eb. (T"C.E. Journals
and Publications, Ltd., Lucknow) Price
12 annas.

Twenty-four storics compiled from
the epics of India and from the history

4

and legends of the various countries of
the world are retold in this small book
of 90 pages for the benelit of adolescent
youth who according to the author
might be inspired on reading them and
try to translate them into action in
their own lines when opportunitics
offer. Thes= stories are mainly those
of achievement or courage, patriotism

or devotion to duty. Boys and girls

in their teens will bencfit by the

reading.

Sivaji: Tamil verston of C. A, Kincaid's
book in English. (Maemillan & Co.)
Price 14 annas. :

This rendering from English to Tamil
has been made by Rao Sahib S.K. Deva-
sikamani, Retired Headmaster, of
Bishop Heber High School, Trichino-
poly, who is weil known to educationists
in South India. Though it eclosely
follows the original in historical facts,
its language is frce and makes natural
readmn without the feeling of being
tied down to literal translation. The
questions at the end of each chapter test
the understanding of the reader. The
book may be prescribed for non-detailed
Tamil reading in the ligher forms of
sccondary schools,

CR.

A Brochure on Indian Independence :
by R. Srinivasa IvENGAR. (MEssws.
B. G. Pauvr & Co., Mapras.) 1647,
Pp. 48, Price 8 annas,

The author of this brochure is the
headmaster of Sarvajana High Schoel,
Peclamedu. He has collected here the
articles which he contributed from time
to time to newspapers and magazines on
political currents in India in recent
times. DMost of the articles deal with
the developments since 1942 when the
“Quit India’ slogan of Mahatma Gandhi
began to make its influchce felt. The
author shows his preference for Inde-
pendence as against Dominion Status.
He is an advocate of parliamentary as
distinguished from direct action, He'
is thcrcfme against students taking any
part in pohtlcs The brochure is a
little disconnected and there is not any’
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onc central theme round which the
articles have grown., Its value lies
essentially in its being the work of
schoolmaster who unlike the maujority of
the members of his profession has been
able to keep his mind resh and take a
lively interest in the political move-
ments of the day. It is not however o
serious contribution to the literature on
Indian politics.

M. VENEATARANGAIVA.

The Bombay Provincial Headmuasters'
Conference ;2711 10 3071 OCcronen
1047, HELD AT AnuMEDABAD. (Presi-
dential Aiddress.)

The address which oeeupies 16 pages
of demi-octavo size reviews the educa-

tional problems that are now agitating
the public and the teachers’ minds, the
changes to be introduced in the new
democratic state, the fewness of experi-
mental centres, a reference to the great
work done in the schools at Adyar,
Vidyapiths, Gurukuls, Jamia Militia
and  Santiniketan, the need for the
Socicty’s realising the urgent problem
of the teachers’ economie position, the
responsibility of the state for elementary
and sccondary ecducation, and coordi-
nation of University with secondary
cducation. The address cnds with an
inspiring appeal to Headmasters to work
with other teacbers as a team.

S. 1. T. U. PROPAGANDA

The Honorary Publicity Oflicer of the
S.1. T. U. Protection IF'und toured in the
District of Nellore from t6th to 10th
December and the following institutions
were visited and Teachers® Associations
addressed on the work of the S.1.T. U.
and its two departments viz, the S. 1. T.
and the Protection I'und.

1. Nellore District Teachers’ Guild.

2. Board High School, Kovvur.

8. Municipal Middle School, Nellore,

{Ranganayakulupet)

4. Kasturi Devt Girls High School,
Nellore.

3. V. R. High School, Nellore.

6. St. Peters’ High Schoo!, Nellore.

7. V. R. College (Lecturers’ Associa-

tion) Nellore.

8. C.A. M. High School, Nellore.

At Nos. 3 & 6, there were no teachiers’
meetings but only the Headmasters & a
few members of the stall were inter-
viewed, There was enrolment of subs.
cribers to the Journal and members to
the Protection Fund.

The Honorary Scerelary of the
Protection Fundaccompanied the Publi.
city Oflicer on the first two days i.c. 68h
& Tth.

The secretary of the Nellove District
Teachers” Guild, Mr.V.S. Venkatnarayana
arranged the prograinme of visits and
was with the party on all the days.

Points [rom Memorandum.

In & memoranduwm to the Honorable
Ministers of Education and of Local
Boards, the members of the Teaching
Staff of Doard I[ligher Elementary
School, Tadepalligudem, West Godavari,
plead for the ‘teacher being reckoned
us a factor and partner of Society and
the Government of the day and hence
the teachers in rural areas should be
given opportunitics of rendering hono-
rary service to the society by being
appointed as honorary Executive Officers
of minor Panchayats.

THE S. I 'T. U. PROTECITION IFUND L'1D., MADRAS

Uncertain Times!

Life is full of dangers.

Have you provided for your

old age and to your dependants, in the event of risks to your life. Here

is an opportunity if you are below 10 years of age.
Scheme

Scheme, which is an 1lnsurance

The Protection Fund
{recognised by the All India

‘Teachers’ Federation) for teachers and educational officers only is the cheapest

one consistent with safety and economy.

Apply immediatelv for a voliev to-dav

to the Secretary, 5. 1. 1. U. Protection Fund Ltd.,

Madras 5.

psl

THOUGHTS ON CURRENT EVENTS

’

Dy " THINKER '

Agreement

The existing form of agreement bet-
ween a teacher and the management of
an Alded Secondary School is to be re-
placed by a revised form (Appendix 28)
issued in (2. O, Ms. No. 2408, Kducation
dated 7th Nov. 1947. 'The noteworthy
features of this form are (i) the maxi-
mum period of probation is fised at two
vears (i1} previous written sanction of
the authority is necessary forany job of
4 remunerative kind including private
tuition (iii) previous permission of the
District Educational Officer 15 required
for termination of the services of u
teacher for incompetence if he has put
in five years of efficient service after
being confirmed in hisappointment (iv)
no appointment should be kept on a
temporary basis for longer than three
vearsand that any appointment retained
beyond thut period should be made
permanent (v) managements and indi-
vidual members shall have the right of
appeal against violation of the terns
of agreement entered into. ‘

Such appeals shall be made to the
Director of Public Instruction from
persons holding the posts of Head-

masters and Headinistresses, [. 7T.
Assistants, Senior Grade Pandits,
Munshis, Commercial and Manual
Training Instructors

and

to Divisional Inspector of Schogls
from persons holding posts under all
other categories. ‘

“The Director may deduct from the
grant pavable to an institution such
amount as sy be due to the teacher
from the management for direct dis-
bursement to the teacher concerned,
should the management fail in the
discharge of its obligations to a teacher
under its ewmploy, by nou-adherence to
the terms of agreement entered into
under rule 12 (i) of the Madras Iduca-
tional rules .

tive agreement between the SIT.U
(through its locals) and the School
IJoards or managements on the model
of the agreement f[orm prevailing in
America between the A F.T. Liocalsand
School Boards-which was published in
an earlier issue of the ‘South Indian
Teacher’.> This will be possible only
if there is a strong provincial organi-
satlon to which the local teachers’
asseciations should be tied by u strong
and unflinching atiiliation. ’

A Fair Deal Required

Sconer or later, rightly or wrongly.
the demands of the non-Gazetted
Government emplovees will come up
for consideration by thic Madras Cabinet.
In these days of high cost of Iiving,
even eking out one's bare livelihood
with minimum of clothing and shelter
costs nearly three times what it was in
the pre-war period. Hence the demands
of the NGO's to be treated on a par with
the Central Governwent employees
cannot be said to be unreasonable. The
Pay Commission, presided over by a
person of outstandingly judicious tempe-
rament, came to certain concliasions on
the question of salaries, allowances and
other amenities to Government em-
ployees as the result of a comprehen-
sive enquiry and already effect has been
given to them so fur as the Central
Government is concerned. Certain
Provincial Governments also seem to
have applied the same principles to
their employees. The Madras Govern-
ment say that they have no funds. It
is the duty of a Goverunment to find
money to pay its servants adequately so
that efficient service may be rendered
in a spivit of contentment. I think

justice 1s bound to prevail ultiwmately ~

and I wish the NGO’s all success.

But the Government should not be
partial, Alveady it bas committed itself
to treat the Tiocal Board and Municipal

employees, (including teachers) and
tanahave in aided echanle an a nar with



EDITORIAL

His Excellency Lord IMountbatten

We ard glad to invite the attention
of vur readers to the valuable observa-
tion made by His Ixcellency on the
geeasion of the laving of the foundation
stoue of the technieal departinent of
the Robert Money School on the i7th
December 1947 in Bombav., He refers
to the serious delect In onr present
svstemd of purely hternry  education
which compels the mujority of voung
men to follow  steveotvped  courses
mudequite to meet tie growing needs
of the country., Yewrs aue techuical
or voestional edumation was regarded as
an nferior tvpe all over the world,
Germany understood the nuportance of
technieal education trom the ednea-
uonal as well as the nuticnal stand
ponts. The programme she had consis-
tently and vigorousiv worked cut made
her leading countiy in scieutific know-
ledge and vesearch, Her vapid vise in
world power opened the eyes ol the
other western countriezs and it isan
Intercsting fuet that there weve no less
than three revoluttonury changes in the
English ducation system from 1920 to
1917, On cvery occasion the impor-
tance of technical knowledge and
gducutien 1s given due recognition in
the reorganisation. The more or less
complete neglect of technical educa-

ton 1 our syvstem of  education  nns

ciused considerable  surprise to the
educaticnists  from  abrond; but our
leaders and teachers ave vet 1o realise
that there s no antithesis Detsveen
academic education and technicad educu-
tion in the real sense. The publication
of oficial und unofiicial reports on the
reorganisition of education  in our
country bas brought abouta welcome
change i favour of technical cdueation.
It was believed that all doubts about
the necessily and value of technicsd
education had been set at rest by the
strong case mwade out in the Sargent
Keport, In pursuance of the above-
mentioned reports and with o view to
aueeting the natural desive of the public
for technical edncation at cuch stage,
the Board of Secondary ITiducation,
Madras, recommended to the Govern-
ment a scheme of reorganisation of

secondary  education.  This  Poard
recowniends “the continuance of the
present pre-university course without
material alteration. 1t further suggests
the introduction of diversified conrses,
such as technical education, commercial
educatlon, aesthetics, and =0 on. So
fong as the question of technical educa-
tion woe on the pline of mere discus-
ston, there was no opposition toit. s
woatter of fact it was  welcomed 1n
severnl gatberings. Now that a line of
tction is intended to be taken, the cry
of “culture in-danger”, *“ the inferior
bread and Imiter . education™, “the
class cdueation ™, ete. happens to bhe
ratsed. Pevhaps these critizs do not
realise that there is a wide range of
indrvidaal - ditferences  among  the
thousands ot pupils  attending  oux
secondary s:huols The present system
is just like & proceastean bed which has
no place for 2 large number of pupils
witic 2 mecianieal bent  who  are
undoubicdly inteliigent but who can
do well under o scheme of practical
workshop work alongside of academic
subjects. 3 discussion of the relative
mertts of the wcademic and technical
sides 15 no Jonger needed and a suitable
plan should be 1mnmediately adopted.
Otherwise there is bound to be wastuge
of edneational effort and our schools will
benaking no conwibution to the indus-
trial progress in the vears to come.
How technical edneation 1s not merely
bread vud butter aspect but an effective
weans of education 1s made clear in
the {ollowing observation of His
Ixcelleney :-—

“One of the prominent neceds of our
educational svstem is 1o provide a
more diversified tvpe ol instruction
suited  to  different  ecapacities and
aptitudes.  This is desivable even from
the point of view of giving full
opportunities for self espression and
development of personality. It becomes
all the more imperative from the point
of view of building up a balinced and
progressive cconomwy. In this regard
the greatest lacuna, so far, has been the
lack of fucilities for technical educa-
tion...........".

Tegarenarsaag.—The Gita.
Raise yourself by your own efforts

520, HIGH ROAD, TRIPLICANE. MADRAS 5.
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COPRECT CARE
ENSURES
HEALTHY TEETH

If you clean your teeth with charccal or other
harsh substances, you are in danger of scratch-
ing them . .. and a scratched tooth quickly
decays. Your doctor will tell you how decayed
teeth — bad teeth — will undermine your
health. Gibbs Dentifrice is specially prepared
to clean safely without scratching. Change to
correct care with Gibbs Dentifrice and be sure
o, { your teeth are healthy teeth: it is antiseptic,
f“f)d "j'pleasing in taste and will leave your teeth
4 white and safely cleaned.
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