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PROF. M. S. SABHESAN’S SHASHTIABDAPURTHY COMMEMORATION COMMITTEE

H20), HIGH ROAD, TRIPLICANE, MADRAS
NOTIHFICATION

To felicitate Sri M. S. Sabhesan on the occasion of his
Shashtiabdupanthi in Felynary 1948, a0 committee has be(il}
formed  with Upadbyaya Sangha Rorya Praveena Sri S',l\:
Yegnanwasana Iver as President, Professor R. ]\l‘lShn.‘Llnlll.tl‘l
Iverag Vice-President, S V. S, Gopalakrishna Iyer, Headmaster,
Bir M.OCTC Muthish Chetriar High School, as Treasurer an
SerSe Natarajan as Sceretary,

The Committee is plnning a (-unnnmnm":lt‘ion \'01]1”?“" "m:]
it is propesed that the volime should contain Gr(*““”'*? vfm)f
Appreciations of his work by his numerous friends,  Old l)(.)?S z)f
Profescor Cabhesan and hLis collcapues in his many 'nghf"_?mq
activities are requested 1o send thenr Greetings and I"elieiti l('thi
to the Seeretary, DProfesror  Subhesan's S.}m‘.q}]tmh(hpm
Commemoration Commsittee, 520, High Road, Triplicane. .

Donations will be thankfully received. The Cmnl‘.‘em.o!ntlo]n

i . r & nl per copy for individuals
volunme  will be priced at ks, 5- rer copy P titutions.
and at Rs. 10~ per copyv o for associations and 1'}5'1 celect
Besides theee appreciations the volume will ’C()ljtillnvmllllilwl(e
speeches and  writings of Professor Sabhesan and Vaiies

articles on Iidueation.
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EDUCATION IN A FREE SOCIETY*

Dr. JEAN ForRrESTER
Principal, St. Ebba’s Girls’ High School, Mylapore

Education in a free society! \What
does 1t imply? How is education in a
free society different from that in an
unfree society ?

It implies, in the firat place, education
in a society which is free to choose what

[t is more than a chojce between  ‘tiRe
or ‘nothing’. It must always be a chojee
between at least ‘this’ of ‘that’. 1t 1.
part of the genius of the system o
party government in the dernocracies ag
opposed to the totalitariun states tha
there Is always the possibility of ar

. N Jecr ‘. . . . . i} o g
& S. NATARATAN, Scoreltry kind of wducation it wnats, free 0 4)rovative Government if the "y
B AT TS LSS choose whether edncation shall be coni-  1q Proves too irksome, T € present
st anamatees pulsory or optional; whether ull children  of y froa society “3“ 3‘*;] ge membetrs
. ST ; ARG (1 o I Lo SOCLet) emand opportuni.
BT T ; KS shall follow the same course or whether i o choice withing - and ¢ .
A SELECT LIST OF BOO: there shail he provisicn for diversity implies di\'ﬁrait;‘m%‘?( tduc‘ltlto_n, Eh‘s
py \ 'GE RARIES whether educarion shull be general or BRSNS LLALS '€ countries have
SUTT K (. . D COLLLGE L1B} . , il . eXDPerimented witl oy .
SUITABLE FOR SCHOOL AN vocational; free to choose how much of obtaining divers ty 1 qdlﬁc,xfent ways of
’ : Teavhers Lieference Books, the national income shall be spent on ¢ typeg o Qré»}‘m;;l.s L_’C.);]}IG‘HJVYOIU:‘OIﬁ.e[-.
' o e cducation. a decision which affects surriculn, Others f‘“‘ 1 very different
/ Education Re. AL P. vitally the quality and quantity of type of school \\'ithd‘éo?f} one common
’ 16 4 0 education. This freedom calls for a courses within tha sel : lewut optional
dgessan the Basie Sabjeces, By 1 f. Schonell 414 0 society educated toappreciate ind under- o -= 3ehool,
Aliclogy a0d Teaching f Regda. By B 1 Schonell 10 :: . stand the responsibility of its devisions Diversity presupposes freedom to
" B J . . . eX v - . . N
smbieng®Tchor 0 the Making, By A, Keunedy 1 in these matters. pl(‘))gil“;;ei?t]edﬁgdt thlS]‘lS essential to
. el . . . .o . il 3 Q ' 3
U Admestration of the Made gy Seaondary Schaool 15 00 : Educathn ina free SOLIOt} nnphes, diSCUSsioDlOl‘ erd ]‘Ot[.]' 00 n]llCh'Of tbe
v b B Udnmionaon, Jo Reener o B L Bacon $ therefore, in the second place, an educa- rovinee s . tucational reform in thig
‘ ¢ tion which hasasitsaim the develop- insteqdu flb on the level of opinion
[fistory ) ment and creation of people fit and able ascerta] Od f‘f" thut of experimentally
, e C W, Wavland e 1513 0 b to choose ; people who will not be swayed t0 exn ‘ne dtCt; largely because freedom
Wt Elistory. By JH- Hay 2T 2toon &y W W, 3 by the whim of the wmowent, by the SPeriment with curriculy and syllg.
B . _ = y U . J buses is denied gl y
chie History of The American People (1032-13¢3) 15 8 0 : emotional fervour aroused by an hlie  anoited the schools both™ by
v OB Chitwood and 1.1, O atey 15 0 0 ' eloquent speaker, by selfish desive for '[u»nh(k&r,top“élun and by the Centrsl
C e Clistery of Japan, By K. S, Laroeres $ personal advantage or by fear of others” laizi :ig;)vn t%_ ltorltg, fl(_)r example, as it
| v sman's Yeur Book 1907 TA Searaer -1 and Historical { opinions, but people equipped for choice Form I and bed‘Lllo‘nrngSh shall begin in
' Annual of the States of The V.ol iv it | by o6 U ¢ by the posscssion of significant, relevant per week it is in “gb S0 Inany periods
D1 HL Steinberg B y knowledge and n scale of values which truth of ’f"?p.OSS‘ le to prove either
CO.. LTD '1 ’ transcends their own persunal interests. eithe s fhat o Zs;ty oﬁ theta cgnten‘mons
: . . ’~ ‘ uite standar
. MACMILLAN & ’ ¢ Freedom to choose presupposes a  be reached after tl?rce vears' i;%ercl(smld
fincorporated in England) MADRAS-2. N number of things from which to choose. study or (hat eight or nine yoars ;‘;:
D P.O. ; ‘ : o
’ PATULLO ROAD, MOUNT ROA ’ - s ," * Based on a talk at the Teachers’ Day meeting during Education Week. T
R T e . S i




312 THE SOUTH INDIAN TEACHER

necessary.  What is needed is that
schools  of  compnrable ability  shauld
experiment, some giving an cight vear
conrse, others a gix year course, others
anoantensive three vear conrse and
compare their results.  Phe firgt step in
edncuti_un:ll reform shonld e pot o
blueprint of a new SYSLeN, a new cuyri-
cubim, or fresh syllabuses, bt freedorm
and enconragenent to experiment with
some plan for co-ordinating resenreh
That would be freedon in eduention, in
afree society, not the freedom of caprice
and licence, but the freedon to search
forthe tenth in o matter, and to agt in
recordance with it when found. We
st seek to escape from the hemdugre
of opinion into the freedom of serent)-
fically ascertained fact,

One other aspect of the fre.. soejery
which is relevant ta cdueation ny e
mentioned. A free society is one ip
which the rights of (he individua]

! ; Qg
1IeSJected, and in which the individal
fulfils hig responsibilities  to soeieg

Eduention in g free soctety must work
for the fulfilment of this, 1 once hag
occasion to ask some children to Write
for me what they considered the righfv
of human heings. 1t wonld he hapd.
from  the teacher's point of view 1,
better this even hy agul of 13 op 11
She wrote, “I'he rights of bﬁm:m )
AT opportunitics 1o,y
live a good Jife" "6y
well sny that thege
be found in the fre.

‘ and
Fwith tiyth
opportubiities shoypld
P Saciety
Opportunities to grow

A freo S0CIELy ds one n which oy
one has the opportunity t dl*vekm b
vau'lous;m.hlhtivs, physical, ménial, socinl
and spirttual, to thejp fullest o s

Education 1S concern ed with foéf "

Sk devn o _over fuilure,
theil development, What does thiq " :'in(l of tasks in which he can succeqd

I practical  teppgy
knows that childrep developat ditfepen
rates nnd reach in the eng very <Iirfcr(-nt
levels ot nehievenent. There minst (,}r’xc
dlvem;ty W educntion g gl different
Provision is made for childrer, of differ-
ent ability. There g, he some cysto,
of grading and selection. 'The in‘ighf ten
year old and the slow 16 yeur old shonld
not be in the gange chiss Tt s b for
both of then. Thev need difforant cnrri-

Al
Kvery  tenchoy

culn and different micthods of teaching.
Pind wprejadice againgt grading among
teachers. Pew are willing to teach a
backward gronp. It is felt to be an
mferior task. In actual faet it requires
more  patiencee, resonrcefnlness, intel-
Hgenee and akill than teaching a class of
avernge or bright children., [t is also
sonetines argued that children pluqed
ma bor group will develop an 1n-
feriority complex. Whether they do
or not depends very larecly on the
attitude of their teacher to then. If}
might e asked wha happens to the 16
venr old who is always being surpasse
by the brieht little 10 and 11 vear olds
o the sume elage” 1t is also argued
that & child “should have a chance”
What ehance has a slow child in o class
where cvervone else can learn muc
more quickly than he ean. and what
kind ol a chanee are the quick ones
getting if they are obliged to waste theit
tine while the tencher expling for the
fifth tine something they understo0
wfter the first explanation
H we are to geade onr children we
must provide thew with curvicnln 80
methods anited to theiv whility. 1618
meve stupidity to grade and then t!Xpect
all to cover the sume ground in the
siine thne Ly the same nethods :md
c¥el the sume standards, If the maxi-
Qe personal development is the am
{ onr education we shall interpret the
destre for eqnal opportunity for all ﬂts
equgl dpportunity  lor  development
'l'hi" depends not on cvery child being
sevved with the sue cduentional ff“:e
hu t*n cich child having the fare
snited to hig needs and abilities. Ifd”‘
ild i to develop setisfactorily he needs
Cthinoe 4 balinee of success
«Tiiong other things, 1 balwnce of he
He necds, thevetore, §
and the time in which to learn ab 1:55
own rate. e necds if he is intelligen®

him,
tasks that muke real demands on over
that give him a sense of ‘”Ltolyl ted.

il / Y e
difficultics when they are '("f}mpgame
[t 13 nonsenso to think thn'tbt t?l qnick
tnsk can sutisty the needs of bo .

o Thia i t to say
and slow childyen. Thisg 18 100 ever

. , neve
that the quick and the slow ‘J’}Ll[]ﬂ. actl-
work together.  There are “.l(;,o})emte:
vities in  which they can €

-’
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games, art, music, making a geography
model, acting. The girl th can never do
her Mathewatics is sometimes a better
actress than her contewporary whose
sums are always right. We need to
think out ways of organizing our
schools so that children haye the maxi-
mum opportunity of learning at their
own rate as much as they can absorb.
It may mean the abolitiun of our present
class unit system of organization, the
introduction of large lecture groups of
100 or more tauglit by all the modern
methods that have been devised and
found useful, and small study groups of
10 or 12 of similar ability. It may mean
more individual work and less class
teaching. It inay wean the inclusion of
a wider variety of subjects and activities
in the curriculum. with the possibility
of alternative courses according to
interest and ability. It may ipean
different approaches to the curriculum
for different childrep, the substitution
of activities and projects for the present
passive methods of education. Ina free
society there should be rich diversity
within education, different curr‘w’ula‘
and syllabuses worked out by practising
teachers themselves.

Vith diversity in education we ave
m?iZh more likely to be able to develop
that power in our pupils which 18
essential to the members of a free
society, the power to think for them-
selves and to come to thetr own con-
clusions. There are several thiogs 1n
our present practice of educathn Whlcl}
militate against the encouragement oh
these abilities. There is far too much
emphasis on rote memory. An elder
brother wrote to one of my Form V the
other day, ¢ Learn your Chemistry byi'
heart from the beginning and you wil
be all right.” There is a great tendency
for pupils to think that the way tg
salvation lies through learning as muc
as possible of the text-book and notesé)y1
heart, to say nothing of the mo el
answers. There 1sa place and 4 velgl
important place 1n educition for' goot
annotated texts for linguage work. Bu
there should be no place at all for th(()lsei
enemies of true education, the mo (?
answer. They are sheer .rumaban ho
decent education. They discourage the

pupils from thinking for themselves or
from making a real effort to understand.
they destroy any decent standards of
scholarship or study. And it is within
the power of the teachers to abolish
them. Itis worth noting that educa-
tional publishers with a regard for high
standavds and an all-India reputation do
uot publish such things. Good notes as
I have said are necessary and the
University would be doing a great ser-
vice to education if it would provide
well annotated editions of the passages
it selects for the 8.8. .. C. Examination.

I have so far been emphasizing the
individual development of pupils and
have been suggesting that in a free
society the education must be adapted
to the needs and abilities of the pupils,
It is now time to turn to the other side
of the picture.

Opportunities to Learn

The child wants and needs to learn
ubout the world in which he is growing
up. ln the recently published report of
the Harvard Committee, “General
Education in a Free Society”, the
Committee point out that in s free
soclety it is necessary to maintain the
balance between sufficient diversity in
education to satisfy individual needs
and the provision of a common core of
knowledge and ideas which shall form
2 bond of unity between the pupils.
There is always the danger of & demo-
cracy, because of the emphasis it places
on individual freedom, falling to pieces
for lack of a unifying purpose and a
common outlook and scale of values.
This common bond education must
supply. If children are to grow up into
responsible citizens they need to under-
stand something of the social and eco-
nomic_structure of the very puzzling
world in which thay have to live, They
need to realise the ultimate dependence
of man upon nature and the fundamen-
tal importance to society of the food
producers, to understand something of
industrialisation and what it means,
something of the ways in which people
are dependent upon each other both
within and beyond the national bound-
aries. Children need to learn to value
and appreciate the heritage into which
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they entered, not with 4 blind loyalty
that will brook no change but with that
critical loyalty ready to appreciate the

good and to work for the reform of whet
18amiss. If we are to send our children
out into the world cquipped to play
their part in modern society our teas:.
Ing must be relevant to the life they
see around them. 1t is not enough for
example, that they should be able 1o
work sums in compound interest. Chey
should know also the part that interest
plays in life, in Banks, loans, invest.
ments, Post Office Savings Bink cic.
We must also face controversinl i1ssues
1n school. These are often omitted fron
the cnrriculum through fear of biasing
the children in anv one direction. This
I venture 10 think is o shirking of our
responsibilities as teachers. [ should
like to quote from the Interim Report
ot‘ the Council for Currienlnim Reform
(England). The Coun~:l do not supyport
the use of the schools for the indoctri-
nation of the pupils witn any pavticalyy
political crced, but on the question of
bias thay write as follows:—

“Bowme bias i« tnevitably present,
since few people can shake off the resylt
of their environment and their former
attitudes, but since this is an expression
of the individuality of the teacher ang
of his standard of values, 10 eliminate it
would be to eliminate all life from his
teaching.

“ What is imperative is that he shoulq
be conscious of and usually declare hig
own bias, and that he should train hig
pupils to be careful to distinguish bet.
ween opinion and fact. Often by st
hisown bias, the oijectivity of
on the part of the the class can

ating
approach

be more
assured thz_m_when he claims an 1mpog.
sible partiality. Where controversial

subjects are concerned, what is required
18 an atmosphere of argument rather
than of dogma. .

“It must be remembered that, the
school is often the only place in which
a boy or girl has an opportunity of
applying scientific methods of argu-
ment. 'This is not even attempted in
the average home, or by any political
party, and it is certainly not achieveg
in the Press. If, therefore, through feqr
of bias, controversial issies of the
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modern world atc kept from children
10 school, they will be sent out into the
world unprotected against blasts of
modern propaganda.”

Our children have w vight to be given
- school both that information and
those methods of thought that will equip
them to  withstand  subversive propa-
sinda. 'T'his leads to my last point.
Opportunities to live a good life.

What 15 the good life in a free society.
and what has educition to do with it ?
Donee asked some adoloscents what they
meant by freedom. * Freedom”, one of
them replied, “means choosing the right
or the wrong as 1 plense and bearing the
conseqiiences.” This is rather a nnive
view of freedom, hnt it shows realisn
and a certain amonnt of responsihlity.
She realised that if she had freedom fo
choose she hudto wecept the responsibility
tor the results of her choice. Kreedom
b4 nob relense from all obligations. It is
the acceptance of obligations. Young
people have to learn this. he good life
1gonetn which we are free to do the
vight as we see 1t. The right 1s not
something we leurn by precept or even
completely by example, but by action
and participation, We learn the good
life by living amongst people who live
tt. Children can only learn the respon-
#ibility of free choice by heing given
opportunities for responsitility and the
making of decisions. They need stand-
ards to guide thews, ecriteria against
which they can measuve their decisions
and the decisions of others nround
them. *Is it really honest?” ©Is it
really loving? " “ g it really for the
good of all or just for wy own advan-
tage? "
Children will take their standaids not
from what we say but from what we do.
L remember, when 1 was about to start
my teachers’ training course, one of my
sisters, then aged 10, coming home
from school and saying, “We asked
Miss X what—=meani. She told us to
find out. She did not know herself”.
So_clearly do the youny see through us.
It 1s a terrible responsibility, but it is
true that our children’s attigudes are
largely a vefloction of ours. If we ave

(Continued o Page 318)

GUIDANCE AT THUE

SECONDARY STAGK
= i'\] (;.

By Dx. €. M. FruoMmiNG e
Reader tn Kducation, Iiniversity of London Institute of E-lucation.

Belief in the value of cwnulative
recording and acceptance of the (lcsxra-,
bilitv of vocational guidunce —are
direétly related to recent r.evo‘gu}(gu?t‘l
both of the existence of indivi ui
differences, of the importance of stu.d_}—-
ing and satisfying the whole personv,h‘!ﬁ\i
and of the value of the succ?s?l 111w
{unctioning of the largest possl))‘\
number of members of a moJ(.‘m
community. There is now more awatc:
ness than there was in the nineteen-
thirties, not only of the social requice-
ments of human beings but also of tﬁhclr
inter-dependence. It does not ?e‘emJ
unduly optimistic to say that }hen are
also signs of a greater s¢nsc of (.:()mn{l?;
nal responsibility, and to claim ‘txa,
a reflection of this may be noted hoth
in the extended provision for the bet?exi
feeding of infants and children of sehoo
age und in the proposals made to sem;xfc;
fuller educational opportunities iof
every adolescent.

Eclioes

The existence of individual differen-
ces secured recent official recognition
in England through the Education Act
of 1944, In this there may Dbe found
expressions reminiscent of the educa-
tional generosity advo_cated by Luther
or by Jobhn Knex in the s;xtecpth
century and now operative 1n many
parts of the world, Arrangements are
to be made to provide for all pupils
opportunities for free secondary educa.
tion .. .. ‘‘neathir the sonis of the
riche nor yet the sonis of the poore
(may) be permittit to reject learnyng :
but must be chargeit to continue their
studie, sa that the Commoumvgal the
may have some confort by then:. (John
Knox, 1560.) It carries echoes also of
the comparable plea oi' Comenius a
century later that © not tune children of
the rich or of the powerful only but of
all alike, boys and girls, noble and
ignoble, rich and poor, 10 all cities arlljd
towns, villages and hamlets, should be

sent to school.””  In its interpretation,
however, there seems reason to believe
that while the research evidenc: of the
nincteen-tens as to the extent of indivi-
dual differences appears to he accepted,
there is some dancer that the cvidenee
of the nineteen-thirties as to the reality
of variability of growth may be neglec-
ted.  The phrasing of the 1944 Acl runs
on: < opportunmtics {or education offer-
ing such vuariety of instruction and
training as may b destrable in view of
their different ages, abilities and apti-
tudes and of the different periods for
which thev may be cxpected to remain
at school’ : and accompanying docu-
ments indicate that determination of
the nature of this cdueation is to be
made in the light ol the rlindings of
school records and tests; and cxelusion
from full intellectual  stimulation in
academic secondary courses is to be
effected for most pupils at the age of
eleven. The acceptance of the value of
a cumulative school record may be
interpreted as the dropping of a facile
belief in the constance of an initial
mtelligent quotient or accomplishment
quotient. (If such ratios werc quite
constant there would be no need to
claim that scveral measures are hetter
than one.) The use of the word * apti.
tude ’ implies on the other hand a
retention of the conviction that exact
prediction is possible  that an order of
merit in test performances at eleven or
at thirteen will be paralleled by a
similar order of success in the more
complex activities of a secondary-school
course at sixteen or in the skills of a
profession or trade at twenty-one.
Differences 1 abilities

Recent evidence on these points may
be recalled briefly. Pupils do differ in
abilities. There is u wide range of
differences of perforiince among them
in any activity which cun be measured ;
and there is as wide a range of differen-
ces in physique, in interests, and in
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wishes at each age through childhood
and adolescence. (Comparable differ-
ences among pre-school children and
among adults may be mentioned as part
of the background of any educational
guidance which may be attempted.;

Pupils also, however, differ in rate
and in regularity of growth. Attempts to
evade the consequences of such dilfer-
ences by the ability-grouping  of the
nineteen twenties proved as Incomplete
a solution as did the simitarly motivat
ed aptitude-testing of the nineteen
thirties. Pupils do not  stay put.” A
group which is homogeneous in Septem-
ber in respect of mental age, of subject
age, of so-called aptitude, or of physio-
logical age will prove heterosencous by
Christmas. While there is some rels.
tionship lLetween the prescnt average
performance of a group and their lutor
average success In more complex skills
comparable to those of technical or
academic life, the exact  doegree of
prediction for any one individual is not
high, Whnere atterapts have been made
to follow the development of pupils
even through four years of & technical
high school course it his been found, for
example, that correlations of scores in
individual performance tests with later
success vary from 4 001 to ¢uzs
while those for batterics of such tests
are of the ovder of + 0:30 to + 054

Some implications

This evidence as to variability .nd
irregularity of growth does not, of
course, justify the decision that the
atterapt to give scientilic vocational
guidance should be abandoned, and vhal
allocation to educational coursss shouid
be made onother than objective grounds.
The comparative weakness in subsequent
academic or technical courses on the
part of certain pupils who did well in
analytic selective examninations does not
indicate the desirability of reducing
still further the numbers who ure
admitted 1o continued cducational
stimulation. Still less does it support
the claim that selection should be inade
on the personal whim of a head-teacher
or of a committee which has a preference
for certain sorts of mannerisms and
certain types of carriage or appeuarance.

[t has to be judged in the light of the
quite comparable number of subsequent
successes among  these whose earlier
ranhing was relatively low . and its
noplications seem to be that the doors
ol higher cducation should be thrown
op-hoever more generously since the
possibilities of 1mprovement and the
likelihood of suceess are now known to
vange much more  widely than was
formerly supposed.

Human beings are more than aggre-
dates of abilitics.  The relative position
ot an individual in o group is therefore
on this aceount also not quite constant.
The geneeal divection tiken by a series
of purfor nances over 4 numbzr of years
t> more imformitive thanany one testing
~however skilfut that singl: testing
may be.  Abilities of all kinds are like-
wise now recognised as being inore
susecptibl s to training than used to he
helieved : and  the word < aptitude ”
with its clain to »xactness of prediction
15, for all these reasons, becoming
replaced by the word - interest” with
its adinission of the possibility of change
of emphasis and consequent change of
wishes.

Cumulative records

Cumulative rvecords are an aid to
vocational and educational  guidance
b:cause they druw attention to the value
of & studv of the whole individual in the
setbing of the school —his  interests,
health, preferred activitics and personal
attributes as well as his abilities and
intelligence. They provide opportunities
for successive recording of the results
ol objective testing; and they also
cucourage Lhe observation of relative
success mreal-life situations which are
skin to those for which selection is
desired.

Their findings (if their contents are
sufficiently objective) are more valuable
than the resulis of any single traditional
exanination. Their usc represents an
advance from the still more outmoded
technique of reliance upon a subjective
school report and o selection interview.
There is not, however, present warrant
for determining a  child's  ultimate
educational or vocational fate by the
evidence even of a cumulative record

‘allocation in the army.

GUIDANCE, AT THE

without adequate provision of opportu-
nities both for continued diagnostic
study and for readjustment of educa-
tional treatment at later stages in the
light of later interests, maturing powers,
and subsequent personal wishes. .

Conclusions of this type are contirmed
from many scries of studies of the ldtcr
performance of apprentices in industry
after differentiated training in mechani-
cal and motor abilities. They find
support in the records of the mudcguadcy
of mere ability-testing and “:1.p‘1:1t1ixree(i
testing ' of the recruits ‘}I;](;yug:e .d
line with the growing evidence oilt}tx}e
part played by observable interests bo t}
in relation to the vocational guu]uncei o
adolescents and to the vocational s‘l‘xcces_s
of adults. With the me!:hods of ;épt‘x:
tude.testing ’ it is possible to pro lx\u(.
a list of men who are more likely than
many to make good cooks— for an arnl))z
in a hurry. What dare not _now'd ¢
claimed is the detection with itsai o}
all the men who could profit by ilucex
training or the rejection of all t osh
who would not. The suitability on Sflw
methods of initial testing and classi »1&:1.
tion for deciding the educ‘atlopa_l (sz
probable vocational) fate ot millions l_())e
children is, however, an issue to be
decided also on other than stﬂatlsfimiz‘.
grounds. [t is related to one's wtx_orc1
conception of the purpose of educatio
and the value of human blossoming.

¢« Three types" —a myth

i ay at this point again be
mg‘ézn:t! Otlliemm};th as to the ex[stex;cet l?ef
three types of child cqr_respondmg lg'n e
administrative provision of blux lsl %).f
which may house separate sC 100d of
¢ academic,” of « technical ’ anl | o
*modern”’ type. Recent evidence bo

iability of human growth
as to the variabili Yf human  function.

omplexity 0 ; '
?111]: itx}:;i(c:atef the inadequacy of such a

ivision. There are a few
gilei?grcel: vgho arc interested or(xily ;n
ideas and a few who arc 1nteresf:<i1 onri
in things. There are some wtodain
not aware that they are mterets eeem
anything at all. There do no‘thssuc};
however, to be enough pupils Wi h suct
markedly twisted functioning
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even a classroom in any district where
measurcment of interests has been
attempted. There is also no evidence
which would lead one to bLelieve that
segregation of such pupils when they do
appear is any more desirable on educa-
tional grounds than any other form of
artificial segregating of human beings,
Human abilities (under adequate stimy-
lation) are not found to function in such
onesided fashions. The interest-profits
of pupils can be shown to vary as widely
and to show as great a complexity of
pattern as their ability profiles.

Gradual-—not saltatory

On grounds such as these it may be
remarked that there is, in recent ‘evi-
dence, no support for a marked change
of educational treatment at any one age
during adolescence.  Human develop-
ment is gradual rather than saltatory
in nature. The reactions of adolescents
are in direct sequence to their responses
and their behaviour as little children.
Consciousness of change may come
suddenly : and adolescents, or their
friends, may one day realise with
startled surprise that they are now
nearly adult in physique or in indepen-
dence of outlook. The changes them-
selves, however, have developed as
gradually over a number of vears as do
the corresponding modifications of
senescence and the comparable transi.
tion to senility or the acceptance of old
age. The philosophic fiction of last
century (according to which adolescence
is marked by psychological changes of
profound significance and rapidity) has
not found support in more careful
observation of the behaviour of actual
boys and girls. Life-adjustments to
society, to oneself and to one’s work of
the type described by Adler do require
to be made in the process of becoming
socialiscd. The gradual acceptance of
oncself in relation to other peoplc, the
discovery of ways of contributing to the
welfare of a group and the working out
of a viewpoint upon life --all these form
part of the enterprises upon which all
human beings are inevitably engaged.
These activities do not, however, begin
suddenly with the onset of puberty,
Still less can it be claimed that they
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receive marked impetus at the same age
in the case of all children. The fact of
individual differences (of the deviations
which are describable along with any
average; requires, therefore, now to be
taken into account in this sense also in
any diseussion of proposals for the wise
educational treatment of young  people.
All boys and girls do not attain any
type of maturity at any one age  Soine
hovs of twelve are us near adult status
as some girls of fiftecen  in any aspect of
developing that can he named. Some
boys of sixteen are as immature as some
girls of eleven
A waste of human capacity

The Jast thirty or forty years have
seen vurious educational experiments
which attempted to use administrative
devices as an answer to this fuct of the
existenece of differenees among pupils.
Ability.crouping has been tried and
found inadequate.  Selcetion by inter-
view -has heen attempted and proved
unreliable.  Aptitude-testing has been
adopted nnd has shown itself to b= more
narrowly specific than was anticipated,
A return it now being made in many
quarters to the alternative proposal.
that a solution should he essayed by
means of more skilled adaptation of
instruction (by variations in method
and in classroom organisation; to the
changing requirements of inﬂividual
hoys and girls. Diagnosis and adjustment
are matters for the skilled teacher., All
boys and girls benefit hy many-sided
stimulation. Not all are ready for each

new step at the same time. The direc-
tion which development will take
depends, however, very much upon the
opportunitics offered. There is inall
countries u tendency to discover types
of talent corresponding to the types of
curriculum which happen to beavailable
at the time ; but where such seleetion of
children is practised there is now known
to be a waste of human capacity whose
extent ean as yvet be only dimly realised.
The degree of flexibility and cducability
existing alongside the fact of individual
differences is much greater than was
admitted even twenty yeats ago; and
those countries like Scotland, The
United States, Australia, New Zealand
and Scandinavia in ywhich a relatively
diversified and continuous educational
stivulation is offered throughout child.
hoo!l and adolescence ure, in the light of
present evidence, muking sn cducational
provisiou which is more in line with the
f1cls of human  development than that
represented by certuin of the outmoded
antd  unsupported generalisations of
documents such as the Norwood Report
or the White Paper and the Pamphlets
which accompanied the English Educa-
tion Act of 1944. There is no way of
adjusting a school to the requirements
of children except through the provision
of many sided stimulation accompanied
by continucd study of the achievements,
intrrests and reactions of individual
pupils as they grow.

(* The Schoolmaster ” of 28th A.g. 1947)

(Continued from Page 511

spen with them and ready to admit ony
nistakes they will respond. If we praise
only those who get good marks and not
the slow who try but never get very far
we may produce children who will use
any means fair or foul to get marks.
May I close withn few sentences I have
taken from s criticism of English edu-
caticn. | have changed a few words to
sive it our own fernunology.

Ta The prevuling s;.'qt:_am of editeation
nakes it appenr that tie vu,]ue‘ O,f any
school lies 11 the percentage of SSLC.
oligibles, whereas it really lies in the

effact it has on those who never get as
far as the examination, for they ave the
winjority.  T'he real criterion of success
is the extent to which it meets the
existing needs of all its scholars,”
Suceess in the 8.5, L.C. is not essen-
tial to living a good life, but certain
other'standards of achievement, honesty,
the spirit of scrvice and right velation-
ships, which it should be the privilege
wnd duty of the school to foster, are.
Let us see that frecdom and right living
are inalienably bound together in the
minds and lives of our young people,
Jar Hind'

SKILLED TRAINING FOR THE YOUNG

C. HarcoURT-ROBERTSON

There are few things more pathetic
or more dangerous to the community
than the «dead.end”’ kid: the boy or
girl who on leaving school, has entered
some ‘“ blind alley ” job which assuring
a quick return in weekly wages, offers
no prospects of anv advancement.

The British Government hus been
concerned with this problem, and the
Ministry of Education has initiated a
number of plans for technieal training
during the latter part of schooling. A
new step forward has now been taken by
the Ministry of Latour and National
Service with its < special aptitude”
scheme for the assistance of young
people who wish to study skilled crafts
or trade, but lack the means of doing so.
Under the new scheme this frustration
need not occur.

On leaving school, the boy (or girl is
interviewed by the local Juvenile
Employment Officer of the Ministry of
Labour, perhaps taking with Lim a
letter of recomincndation from his
school teacher. If his talent and desire
justify it, the whole machinery of the
Ministry will then be mobilised on his
behalf. The Regional Officer will find
him a job of the type required und, if
the distance be too great for daily
travel, will arrange lodging for him near
his place of employment, besides looking

after bis welfare by keeping in constant
touch with his employer as well as with
the Loy himself. The Ministry will
make generous allowances for his living
and other expenses to which his employ.
ers will nlso be invited to contribute.

Useful Plan

The scheme has its limitations, It
does not apply to training for profes.
sional carecrs, for which the Ministry of
Education has its own arrangements, It
is confined to training for a skilled craft
or trade for which a recognised peripd
and degree of training s required, and
1n which there are good prospects ; and
even !mre,-.it excepts those for which g
premium is required or where board
and lodging are provided as part of the
conditions of employment. Neither can
it he applied to boys or girls who
by choice or by necessity, are alreadx;
working away from home. )

But within its limitations it js a
uscful plan which should do much to
provide careers for the poor but ambit;.
ous while helping in no less measure to
build up and maintain Britain’s greatest
asset- her pool of skilled labour, the
craftsmen who established her past

gréatness and on whom her future stil]
depends,
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DR. ANNIE BESANT AND HER EDUCATIONAL
IDEALS

V. S. VENKATANARAYANA, M.A., B.Ed

St. Peter’s High

Introduction:

Dr. Besant was one of the greatest
figures in human history in the 19th
and 20th centuries. She was + dynamie
personality and toiled strenuously in
all the four de¢partmentssof human life
—-.politica], educational, social and reli-
gious— not only with energy and
enthusiasm but also with clockwork
regularity and patient perseverance
She found India in deep slumber, fallen
from its greatness as an ancient nation
and branded with the in('eriority of
subjection and without any sense of
self-respect  She made it her duty to
reawaken India and restore it to its
pristine glory and pre-eminent position
ip the world as in the days of yore
For this purpose she dedicated her lifé
and with a deep n.oral earnestness set
about to rouse India frem her gloom
and stupor She worked for it cease-
lessly and untiringly wielding a power-
fu! pin and endowed with a golden
persuasive voice  Her writings are
very numerous and we can know f{rom
them how she wanted Free India to be
She was captivated by India’s past
heritage and culture and desired to
recapture the spirit and atmosphere of
Vedic and Upanishadic India. Havin
attaine_d independence  albeit of th%
dominion status variety— it is but meet
that we get to know clearly what her
educational ideals were. She regarded
that in a rightly directed education
alone lay the only way of training for
the motherland citizens who would . be
worthy of her past and therefore
capable of building her future.

Education: a national duty

Dr. Besant felt that education was
a national duty. It was not so much
a matter for the government as it was
the duty of the prople. Fathers and
uurdians ought to be the people who
should fashion national education. It

Sehool, Nellore

must not be a matter decided upon by
governmental necessity, It must be
designed and carried out in accordance
with the ancient traditions and national
:mlnts, and adapted to modern needs
0 meet at every point the growing
requirernents  of an  ever.increasing
nation. 1In her time as at prést‘nt——
t}:e people  continued to overcrowd
the  rtanks of the learned professions
an(Ii th]ej ranks of Government Service.
notnﬂ r. ‘Besant’s opinion those were
ungs that make a nation great
howcver necessary they micht be an(i
however. necessary they were for the
mechanism and administration of the
nation.  The things that made 4 nation
great, from the standpoint of material
advan('e.m(*nt, were not  the learned
Erofe‘ssllons. :‘md the povernment service
ut, scien ific agriculture, well-devised
Tnanufwztures, thoughtfully plann-d
?rts and crafts, and the innumerable
orms of workmanship that go to the
building up of national wealth. Dr.
Besant felt that the onerous duty of
carrying out an educational policy of
the above description did not rest
merely on the Government but on the
;t))eqple also. There should be schools
tlul!t by people by money from out of
1eir own pockets for it was then alone
that education could be run on the
wished for lines for national develop-
ment, She did not like that pupils
should flock by thousands to missionary
schonls as they would then be moulded
0 an anti-Indian fashion The result
of education imparted in high schools
would be the creation of people who
were at best bad Hindus and pot
Christians—a kind of hybrid stock who
would be of no use to the country. It
was an article of faith with Dr. Besant
that Hinduism was the grandest of all
living religions and it was the religion
to lead the country to salvation. It
was her confirmed belief that if an

o 5

DR. ANNIE BESANT AND HER EDUCATIONAL IDEALS 831

Indian was despiritualised, he would
be de-nationaliszed. Thit wis why she
pleaded with all and sundry to make
education a concern of their own and
start their owa schools on private
endowments. India was not too poor
to establish schools of her own muin-
tained by private endowments, judged
by the fact that the people were able
to maintain large crowds of me=n as
men licants in the full strength of
vigorous life though they were innucent,
of all sacred learning and had nothing
of the Sannyasin except his cloth. If
only the charities were turned into
channels that frtitise instesd of those
that corrupt, Dr. B:sant was convinred
that India would have wealth enough
to educate her sons and diughters and
make possible a n:w life in the furure.
She was very much against the
mounting cost of higher education
which was breaking the narrow incomes
of the parents She found higher edu-
cation being blocked more and wmore
to the class which need:d it most—a
class hereditarily learned, but always
poor. They 'were being largely shut
out from the costly education of the
day. To this she proposed a remedy
First of all she required educational
boards to be formed all over the
country gne for each district, Every
town ghould have an educational com-
mittee consisting of mumbers actuated
by noble motives who should start
schools all over and work them on
effective lines. They should visit the
rich merchants of the town who should
be asked to subscribe so much for a
month for some years. R-cognition
by Governmeant would certainly follow.
She next wanted to have colleges and
universities started free from any sort
of governmental authority ~ Intense
propaganda should be carried on to
create public opinton especially among
the princes, the great merchants and
employers of labour so as to induce
them to recagnise the degrees give:d by
Indian Universities as valid credentials
for those who seek employment. Dr.
Besant wanted a change of attitud:z on
the part of the people who looked upon
foreign degrees as the oniy ones that
shoutd be considered as passports to

services anl professions.  She balieved
in Indian Universities for Indians in
which Indian degrees should be given
in Arts and Scienc: anl I[adustries chat
are useful for the national unfolding,

The aim of education

~ Dr. Besant founi the education
imparted in schools and colleges to be
an apology for it. Education was
subordinited —1t is so even now —to the
waats of the examination room. Far
more time was given to gusssing what
was more likely to be set by cway of
qu:stions anli tryiag to cram the boys
with notes that would sive them success
in their exvninition than to the train-
ing of the boys fur citizenship To quote
the inimitavle words of Dr. B:saat
“ Education is a failuce if it s merel);
cramming the buy’s head with a lot of
isolated matter prured into his head as
into a basket, to be emptied out again
in the examination roon, and the cn;pty
basket carried out agaia into the world ”
The education imparted then —as now—
madg a boy a nervous wreck instead of
making him lively, energetic and
vigorous to take up the burden of the
work of the world. When the youth
ouzht to be brimming over with life,
the educatiopal grinding left him a
sickly, worn out, man to fight the battle
of life n:rve exhausted and nerve over-
strained as to his brain. The aun of
education appeared to bz the giining of
a degree to get a berth in goverament
service or in the learned protessions,

According to Dr:. Besant it should be
to deaw out the faculties of the boy on
every side of his niture, to develop in
him every intellectuat and moral power
aad  to strengthen hun  paysicaly,
emotionaslly, mentslly and spiritually.

. The trsining of th2 boy’s body was as
important a pirt of education as the
traininy of toe wminl. He should b2
tratned to regard the body as an instru-
meni for wocking in th: world No
school, no college would be considered
as doing its duty if physical training
were not an integral part of its curri-
culum. The esseatial qualities of a
good citizen would be cultivated only on
the playground, the boy would learn
the very qualities which ought to be
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developed in him for making himt a4 man
of action and a true pateiot (Lis peanti-
cal capacity could be fostered thereby

The emotionl sidz of the boy shouhd
be properly attend:d to and nurtuend,
The culture of emotion formed w vital
part of education. Eaotion coutd hraod
hate which wouid ruin nitiva It
could create lasting love and wniny
which eondnez to the well-biing of
nations.  The boys should bz tawught £
cultivate ciotion on the gid: of love ~
the emotion which grows atn victucs
—and to discouraz: the camtion of it
—the emotion which ygrows into vices
and ruins the nations. {L: should 1.
taught that national tite depenled on
the unity of the oegenism ecalled a
nation. If the cmotionmal tesiming of
a man be neglected. he would bezome
seltish, would think of his ovwn Ziin,
his own advantage and his owa pros.
perity withoub caving fer the nationdl
welfare. 2 would he o ninee  go
society and to national weliare. The
words of Dr. Besant in this regard ar.
amply borne out by the circuimnstances
obtaining this day in our country.
The food gcarcity, ths black-market.
ing of essential commodities and the
rampant corruption practised by muny
—all these are the fruits of mal-cducy.
tion and the neglect of emotional
training. ‘The subordinaton of indi.
vidual gains to the general good and
common prosperity should he taught to
the young.

The boys ougnt to be developed inte)-
lectually. Intellectual ecducation way
to be a scientific one, rather than an
exclusively literary one-~an cducation
that would add to the productive
resources of the country and not jead
only to the learned professions. The
emphasis should be equally placed. The
bearing of education on commere: was
phenomenal. Unless the trading classes
were educated the commerce of the
past could never be revived. Though
the commercial classes were shrewd,
as a rule, they were too narrow in
their views and too wedded to thejr
particular fashions to do what was
needed for the nation.

The most important objective of edu-
cation according to Dr. Besant way

spiribad educatisn. 1o lndia thines
vl poar from bhad to worse in this
r‘egvn‘d. No religion was taucht., The
(xrwemn_mn": institntions did not teach
anyeeligion and i migsonary insti-
Bakons turght o rolicion aljen to  tie
Spirit and genius of the eountey., The
boy ,h.-ul B> choose between no relizious
Erchiny aball and ghe teashing of a
celigion diffarent froy his own. Or.
Bsand £315 8ot the Goveenment should
ot be blamed for it The Government
‘:n)u!d ot wive it and should not give
16, for, it was plediod to no religious
tbaeisrence. Gvery community should
tuke ap by itself ¢h.s question of reli-
gous cducation in the country. Such
f‘;-'ép.tr_n:c rducition was tha best for
bailding 4 velizious and moval char-
acter. Unloss eacp boy  knew his
religion thoroughly he would not show
propes regard to the  gehyer religions.
LJ]I:,‘g(:s siwutd be starterd by the res-
peetive  commuuitics 1 which their
respective veligions should be taught.
Dr. Besant wag not o mere idealist,
She never rested (il whe tosted her
theories in tie active field  She scted
on her theories and establigshed them
to bo sound, For to her, *thought
without action acted like u gangrene
n th""x human mind” Phe Contral
;fmdu College out of which the Benares
Hindu Uaiversity sprang up was her
hmdxwo;*k and she imparted religius
Instruction there. She issued yrolizious
texts in three standards giving a clear
and definite outline of-tindu dactrines,
1"Imdu ceremonies and Hindu Ethics.
The first book was a little catechism
weant for boys and girls in the pri-
mary standards. The second was for
the middie and upper standards and
the third for colleges. The books were
modified in the light of suggestions and
criticisms made thereon. Dr. Bosant's
work in this connection was very
much appreciated. She wanted the
I!Iushfn Comwmunity to do likewise.
She felt that relig:ous education was
of paramount necessity and importance.
In her opinion if an unhallowed
divorce be effected hetween the spirit
u%nl' the mt.ellect of man, woe unto that
In)::::)g;.eait the Indian nation had
g and mightiest in peace and

DR.

war, most productive in industry anv‘l_
most enriching in her commere:, 1t
was because she was wbove all 2 raii-
gious nation. Religion was necessity
as the basis foc morality, usau Inspis
ration for art and us the foundation
of ali original literature. Soms2 pe\o_pi‘w;
would state that mere ethiral telmam%
would suffice to make the pe?ple motal
and do the right shunning tne \Vl’qFl‘lg.:
That position was not correet. )u
how could one be sitistizd with mer
taboos uniess he had some guldxr\wg
fiction? The rules of conduct must
have their basis on something that the
masses could undzrstnd and follow,
The average member of .t‘me' coinvr}!:-
nity needed a categorical l\%pf!ldtl;é:
which could b enioreed by logis and )f,f
an appeal to undsniable facts. W’fi:z:
was provided by relizion. l~i1-.
religion was not at all a part of the edu

i i h of a nation,
a siven to the vout '
there S had no literature

there the natio ur
worthy of note. 1f ot present th.erht i:
no creative literature but one which ¥
imitative snd third aate it is i)c,c:au?(]z
religion was nota part of the educ ithr_m
curriculum all along. Dr. _Besgnt m 1;}11-
tained that Hinduism inspired l1e
Vedas with their Upanishads, wrote the
ancient Puranas, lived and then u.nmor%
talised in deathless verse tln:,b;;Plc‘stHg
the Ramayana and the Maha -iira 1x
From its fertile womb sprang tae :of
great schools of philosopby. the scngpcf,ne
Yoga, the ancient treatises on me icine,
on grammar and on Astroln(,\m}(rl.ymra’
these writings which won the fa. ‘most
tion and esteem of the oiie st
nations of the world for dcpi:hg1 and ss b-
limity of thought were all ll';).wvr o
the mighty tree of Inghzm re’:F{c;t).COlll-
religion weakened India had";,I ca o
mentators, grest gx’nrnrpflrllmss o bué
second order and great pailolog's AR
these could not raise @ n-tt!ay't} '~Ob1r.
pinnacle of literary famne. In »;4'1; d[le
ren of creative literature thya 'td'\c;)men;
should agree with D Besant's conen
tion that India could never ;Lgmllth’en 'shé
creative in literature, any more rflful he
could become quulsltpiy be\m']'ncor-
art, until and unless religion was 1
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porated in her education and her child-

ren grew up to manhood with the

ispiration of her faith.  She supported

her contention by drawing an analogy

with the Christian literature and its

agrowth in an whosphere of religion,

Christian art and its growth inspired by

relizion. She was opposed (o the idea

that relicious teaching be given at home,

in voluntary elasses, onspecial ozeasions.

If it were left out of the curriculum, it

would he shut out of it. Boys would

not pay any aitention to it. Nor would
they tarn in later life to that study
which was ostracised in the school and
the college. For then the world would
have hardcasd them ; then social ambi-
tion wounid have fettered them; the
hrains would be less plustic and the
hearts less warm than in the eager .nd
passionate days of the vouth Life's
ideals should be wrought in the softclay
of youth and they would harden into
firm materi.] with maturicy. Dr. Be-
sant in her memovable exhiortation as
long ago 3 1008 iu Madras stuted
«« Remember the coadition of national
greatness is the tzaching of religion to
the young. Tezch them to be religious,
without betng sectarian. Teach them to
he devoted, without being fanatical.
Teach them to love their own faith with.
out decrying or hating the faiths of
their fellow-citizens. Make religion a
unifying force, not n scparative one;
make religion a builder-up of nationality,
not a disintzgrator : make religion the
fostering mother of civic virtues, the
nurse and teacher of morality. Then
shall the boys and girls grow up into
great citizens ol India thut shall be ;
then shall they live in an India mighty
and prospzrous and free; then shall they
look back with gratitude to those who,
in the days of darkness, lifted up the
light and gave the religious teaching
which alone muakes good citizens and
great men.’’

How true arc her words’ How pro-
phetic ! The present day irreligion and
immoral behaviour is the consequence
of neglecting her advice and exhorta.
tion.

{(To he contined)
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TEACHERS AND SOCIAL SECURITY

Y. Virrar Rao, Mm.A., B. Ed.

(Senior K nglish und History Assistant, St. Peter’s High School, Nellore)

The teacher in the present society
finds himself in a maze of conflicting
theories and-idealogies, inan atmosphere
vitiated by hatred, intolerance and war-
mongering. The work of the ‘te.mchcr in
the school may be only for a few hours,
but he has to face hard realities when
he em-rges out of his day’s work. How-
ever much he strives to adjust himself
to the current of inevitable fn.rces, help-
less pallor is attendant on him s the
ultimate destiny of his efforts  Can ne
keep himself aloof from the soviety
reconciling himself that thut is his doom ?
He is not able to bear loneliness. He i3
one in society. and he must be ensured
of his secure life in soci-ty. But there
are really certiin grim factors that _the
teacher should take note ot_. {hey
threaten not only his security as
teacher attending to his professional
work, but his very existence.

The teacher in his professional work
has to tackle the management who ex-
pects him to follow and very -subtl.y
stipulates rules and laws regulating his
conduct so long as he remains wnh.m
the service of that management. 'Whlle
meticulously minding the mentality of
the management, he is to keep a very
careful watch upon the repercussions of
his conduct, both from the manigement
point of view and from the point of view
of the general public, as seen f.rom the
daily reports they get from their child-
ren. The teacher is thus made or marred
by the management on the one hand
and the public on the other.

Managements have got ccrtftin consi-
derations to prevail in the daily run of
affairs. When it is the sound principle
of education that there must be free and
independent thinking, and whatever
might be the truth. the teacher isobliged
to interpret in the manner suitable to
the management. The teacher is .restrlc.
ted in scope to inculcate or inject the
habit of free and independent judgment.

So long as educational institutions run
on special considerations, the larger
int:rests of education cannot be served
effectively by the teacher. Disagreement
with the spirit of the management means
insecurity to the teacher.

The public on the other hand is a
many-sided, hydra-heaided factor with
diverse intarests with constantly con-
flicting mot ves. The Mostem and the
Hindu, the Aryan and the Deavidian,
the Brahmn.and the Non Beahin n, the
Andara and the Tamil, the capitalist
and th: Comnunist, the haves and the
have nots, th: Ministerialists and the
non-Ministerialists—all these are mani.
festations of tend:ney to intolerance due
to national, racial, linguistic and szcta-
rian diifecene s, Tae hatred seems to be
inborn, as the hatrgd betwe:n the Whigs
and the Tovies of the old world, i.e., the
Lith century, when it is said, as Sir S.
Radhakrishnan says in his ¢ freedom
and culture ”, about a mother who re.
plied to her child for his question if the
Tories were born wicked, or they got
wicked as they went on, *“ They®are born

. wicked, my dear, and they get worse.’

Children naturally innerit the same
qualities and their character is largely
influrneed by the circumstances at home
and in the soziety. Th: teacher has to
mould in the limited time and scope
allowed to him thir characker, ani his
influence must be of such a nature as to
counternail the evd and pernicious
vifluences and habits. The teacher’s

responsibility is tremendous. He has

to produce golden conduct out of leaden
instinets by the alchemy of his instruec.
tion. The dawning of [udependence has
a special signific.nce for him, and it is
a remindsr for him to infuse in the
children. Thit we have got democracy
and that ¢ Dernocracy ', according to
Sir S. Radhakrishnan, «is only social
good moners,” and observance of social
good manners results in social security.
A spirit of brotherhood, spirit of sacri-

) . offspring 0
picion and fear are the offspring
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fice, tolerance and respect for oth]el:'(s1 ea:g
qualities to be acquired as & P"’ers
observance of social good n:lann mu'tual
cosmopolitan outlook, an later on
respect and tolerance foll?W e en
automatically. A common dnt%\is%bjeC-
potent factor in achieving ‘

tive.

i sus-
Intolerance and mutual distrust,

f orga-

, fined
nised propaganda. PrOI’atc"‘“d?‘s‘ (;e con-
by Encyclopaedia Britannica, cion of &
certed scheme for the Pm“::::ent vears
doctrine or practice. Tr‘-le.'|rfeuds which
have witressed psychologics bances that
preceded the a(.:t“ul dlSturSoa a recon-
are taking place just now .te' and the
ditioning of even the hte&d to ensure
educated is necessary 1n of t‘:ﬂnﬁuenced
an organised good opinion fulse propa-
by indoctrination avd ?'Ltive in the
ganda. Such work 18 Imp(’];‘iL free from
interests of children to eiveinstrUC-
any bias or prejudice L Ii]ece to have a
tion aright from the tea;:f e; in the for-
lasting and wholesome € ec sound an
mation of thelr clsx;::}z::t;rh?hnt to be taken

ire ines. =y ghts
g(fsll):?:;eall‘vout cnanges 10 the t‘i,l}?(l:bgre
and actions of men and won(;el::nable the
an example to children ag come usefu
teacher to train them to D€

and dutiéul social t%mts:s  unreason-

na dueation 1 pson.
bf{ehglg::zaiion One’s hconsc[:eno
cannot | ] in the na
cannot be calmed down 1D

relIl{gel'?sno.n and persuasion, noi;1 ei;(])lr(;:g (t);
COm[;ulsion mgst oc:ac;,h(;ncll religious
fléllowt.mnrse}ilm]; rt?e one not to 'e‘nt'loi:‘l;z{gxc:
?i Sioara tendencies OF misc jevous
SS‘PaI‘OI:iS but to crea.'te a b[()il e
tolerance at’o other religions a‘?l'teracy
i Eradicating Ad_ult ilth eraey
°leor;s.n way in bringing :bk?ll;shing
(gigzisrzd(z)h%ective apd thuts :;na lish e
better understanding betw .

actions. new constitution

The spiril:e o(fjo:)ls‘:it:uent Assembly is

framed by th the fundamenta

D o : i
f("rhtrecfor%&lrt;wnlt is the State's respon
rights o .

ot trammel-

ibili that they are D icl-

?‘Smty :lobsye‘ilarmful forces. ;‘I‘h;te:.vint’
heas lclg:-)tain rights, freedom {ro

freedom of speech, freedom of action,
and freedom of association. The
fundamental right is ¢freedom frgm
want.” The teacher at present with
scanty resources and pinched stomach
is in no way better even after the so-
called revision of the sularies by the
Representative Popular Government;
1n one of the recent issues of ¢ the Globe
a writer has compared the teacher to a
prostitute, trying to appear gldmoroqs
in personality and style for economic
gain. The teacher has earned such a
status in the eyes of that shrewd (or
crooked 7) observer of huruam_ty who
has no quality of conscience in thus
giving vent to his pugnacity to teachers
The sacred institutions and the holy
gurus have become brothel houses and
prostitutes to the perverted penman.
But anyway the locus stundi of the
teacher is one calling for betterment of
his financial and-economic condition.

The medical man can earn anything
for his service The lawyer is allowed
to argue out any sums of money. But
there falls an odium on the teacher at
his private tuitions He is held in
ridicule, an object of.derxslxon and a
person to be rated low in society. The
efficient teacher is the ineffective head
of the family, the regular t:,eacher is the
irregular supplier of family comforts,
and the honest teacher is a veritable
sufferer of starvation. Top ranking
theorists advise as tosay, **do not talk
of raising your salaries. Ralsenyour-
selves by industry and character ” Yes,
there must be adequate development
of industry in those advisers to raise
the status and position of teachers, in
order to generate character ol the best
variety. What is the use of talking of
political equality and rights when there
is much of economic incquality? The
teacher’s life must be radiant to radiate
his knowledge and learning to the pupils
entrusted to his care. So, adequat.e
emoluments and status to the teacher is
the first claim on the state, if ‘the state
expects the teacher to contribute to
social security.

Top-ranking leaders have been trying
to impress on us that we have to live

(Continued on Page 330)



THE CHILDREN’S GARDEN SCHOOL, MYLAPORE

Dr. & Mgms. V. N. SHARMA

Proieipals

The Children’s Garden school 1s /).ru/
and Boarding Schenl for the education
and training of young children from
3 to 12 years.

The School came into existence in
September 1937 ut request of a group of
parents who wanted a Nor Schiod wllow-
mg frec develonment in character and
culture for boys and girls from bubyhood
(Kindergarten) upto M i(ld.lul ,\'chooluf.;tugo,
In all its spheres of activities the School
maintains a private aad home atmos-
phere where children move ferely with
the teachers like members of a ffappy
Fam:iliu. ‘

Tumil and ielgu are the medium of
instraction but provisian is also made
tor Hunwdi for children coming from
the other parts of India.

The basic idea of the p‘ehool is that
of responsibility, the direct result of
which is self government. Every child
from the youngest to the oldest, works
according to his or her st_rength and age,
for the common task and ’(‘:xkes part in
all duties. Thus every child learns to
he self-reliant.

Kindergarten Depariment

The Kindergarten Departp’)ent is
recognised as a s«special School” by the
Government with full freedom to carry
on experiments in child education.
The Principals and staff try here to
uatilise not only the Montessori Method
but also Freebiel’s Method 'n‘nd all the
hest methods which have hitherto bheen
thought suitable by the greatest educa-
tionists all over the world. In order
to create the environm(‘_nt most f:_wour.
able for an Indian child they give to
these methods an Indian aspect us‘mg‘all
the possible materials \‘vhich the Indian
life offers in the light of modern educa-
tion and psychology.

Great stress is laid on u}usic, 4_iance
and free drawing and painting. Giving
opportunity to develop leadership, train-
ing in sociability and respect for the

individuality are the guiding principles
for the teacher in this great task.

Aiddie Schooel Department

The Middle Scheol Departinent with
its Junior Section Clags 111 . V) and
Scendor Section (Forms T 11t is recog-
nised as a “Secondary School’” by the
Government under Madras Fducational
Rules. Leading principles of the Kinder-
garten will naturally be continued in
the School Departinent, tbanks to the
confidence placed by the Education
Depurtment in our ¢ducational work.
This means a very thorough high stan-
dard in all schoo subjects is nimed at,
but the children arec given also an
opportunity to discover by themselves
through practical tasks, such as consult-
ing books. carryimg out experiments,
ete. In other words to apply modern
methads is also here as essential as in
the Kindergarten Department.

A hig staff of trained teachers and a
rich equipment of educentional materials
and appliances are neceessary oto cope
with our plans of individual attention
and training.

Extiracts {from the Tenth Annual
Report ending 81— 3. 47,

INTRODUCTION

When we look hack these ten years we
find it all a wonder and a marvel how
the plant of the Children's Garden
School, with its seven tender leaves in
1937, has spread itself so silently and is
now looking after more than 500 tender
and at the same time strong steady
leaves with cnchunting flowers like an
all pervading Banian Tree. These leaves
are our children of all ages, tempera-
menis and instinets who move without
fear or favour as independent and fear.
less creatures ; one jumping on the side,
the other enjoying itsclf on the see-saw,
some spreading mats and looking with
full concentration at the picture books,
a few sitting at the corner and reading

il
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THE CHILDREN’S GARDEN SCHOOL

THE CHILDREN’S GARDEN' SCHOOL, MYLAPORE

books of wonder lands, a group engaging
itself in a number of creative activities
and a section there deeply engrossed in
cultural and scientific experiments. We
pray the Almighty for giving us the
strength to serve here, the Indian child
in all its physical, emotional, intellectual
and spiritual developments,

We must thank the devoted workers
who have stoed with us the test of the
time all these years and share with us
the joys as well as the troubles in
bringing up this tender plant of the
Children’s Garden School into a big tree
spreading its branches in all directions
riving shade and light to all, irrespeetive

- of caste, creed and sex 1t is also our
bounden duty as we survey the history
of the institution to express our grati-
tude to all friends, parents and the
public not only in the Madras City but
also in all parts of South India and
other provinces who have supported our
venture in «ll possible directions by their
diverse gifts, advice and encouragement.
We should not also forget on this
occasion to mention our loyalty and
devotion to our friends in Furope and
America who inspired our institution
with advice and guidance in chualking
out such 2 plun for the Indian child
which will be of utmost importance
when it grows into a fullslledged citizen
to serve its mwother-land and at the
same time maintain  its comradeship
with all countrics influencing our holy
and immortal India.

Gur Kiadergarien

The most striking feature of this
vear, was the shifting of the whole
Kindergarten I)cp\:rtlm*nt.to the garden
~ompound. Sheds were built, tents were
presented by kindly friends and a fence
was put up to prevent the big ones from
eptering the hittle one’s realm. It had
great advantages; the smallest ones could
Irecly go in and vut as their individually
chosen oceupations allowed or get even
all their material out under the tiee; the
atmosphere did not seem so very strange
to the new comers and all settled down
happily very soon. Also the higher
stages, (. e, children from ¢} and those
who covered the svllabuses of classes
I & Il enjoyed the open air classes and

3
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were very proud, when finally the new

green benches arrived. We succeeded

better than last year to have one teacher
entirely responsible for one group and
the children prided themselves as
belonging to Suseela Jagannatham Mary
or Pushpa Teacher’s Class and not to
stage 4 A or 4B, 5A or 5B; for each
stage is again split into groups according
to the mental capacity and speed with
which the little ones proceed in writing,
reading and number work. All grouf))s
enjoyed singing and “dancing”.

Qur Middle School

Our Middle School Department saw
this year for the first time the Teluon
Third Form, thus both the sections, tTle
Telugu and Tamil, fully occupied their
place. The Tamil Section ran parallel
classes in Classes 8 to 5 with about 23
children in each. We bhave maintained
a good and eflicient standard in ali
subjects and classes.  As speeial features
we may mention perhaps a few :

1. The two big musical dramas,
Thyagaraja and Thoti mentioned later
on, with about 60 children aeting 1in
each, scrved a great education purpose
as well, demandinz so much of co-opera-
tion, discipline, devotion and concentra-
tion, vet a religious attitude next to
all fun and humous.  We believe, that
these rehearsals and final performuaneces
meant inuch in the children’s general
education.

2. Another feature was the hand-
work classes.  Our winter Festivities®
sales were. hesides the book stalls. en-
tirely made up by the handwork of our
children wnd teachers, who prepared
wreks and weeks in advance daily m the
afternoons, the numerous thin;&s made
ol paper and cardboard, the knitted
socks, and pullovers, the stitehed and
embroidered articles of  dressing, the
woven tapes.and palmyrah baskets ete,

3. As a third feature we may men-
tion is the introduction of new record
books where teachers entered weekly
reraarks on the children’s progress and
monthly reports which did not show the
average warks of the children but their
ups and downs in each subject during
the month. We hope that we succeeded
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to free all tests and examinations of an
atmosphere of fear, a thoroughly new
orientation of the whole mark system
and examination routine is aimed at
and we hope to show some good results
in this respect next year.

Scouting has now become one of the
indispensable activities of our school
curriculum ; regular scout clusses were
conducted on the Saturday [orenoons;
regular excursions were organised to
Adyar and to a number of places of
educational interest in the city. Our
girls bad also their vwn programmes on
Saturdays ; games, needlework and paint-
ing have been so far their greatest
attraction ; many other subjects will be
introduced by and by.

QOur children have also taken an
active part in the All India Radio
Children’s Programmes on several occa-
sions and contributed the honorarium
they received from A L R. towards the
schoo! funds.

Mothers’ Classes

The Mothers’ Classes which werc
inaugurated two years ago have beena
great success during the year under
report. More and more mothers, sisters
and other relatives of our children and
their neighbours are taking advantage
of the Hindi classes ovganised this year
under the direction of Srimathi
Lakshmi Narasimhachari. Many have
successfully passed the Pradhama and
Madhyama Examinations of the Dak.
shina Hindi Prachar Sabha.

‘Teachers' Training Department

We have been feeling all these vears
a need to organise special courses in
<hild education for teachers interesteq
in the education and the training of the
little ovnes. Requests were received
from all parts of India for providing
trained teachers for organising schools
of our type. Now we are. planning to
commence training courses with effect
from the next academic year. The
Government of Madras are sympathetic
towards this new step of ours and a5
such we are sure we can succeed in this
0w venture of ours. (Since publishing
%his report, the |Kindergarten Teacher
*Training Department has been opened.)

School Bus Transport

We have after all succeeded in our:
desire to secure a Bus for the school
transport and our Bus is now working.
I\Iany parents from Mount Road, T.
Nagar, Triplicane and other places have
now taken advantage of the new trans-
port facilities for their children. ‘

Health and Medical

We have this year worked out more
plans than in previous vears to main.
tain regular records of ‘the hecalth of
children belonging both to the Kinder-
garten and School Departments. These
records have helped our staff to a areat
extent to study the health g

the children under their care and they

were in a position to help the child in

its physical and mental
adjusting the plans of their
all subjects.

growth by
studies in

Our Hon.. Medical Officer conducted
regular medical inspection of the school
ch.ll}(llren. Parents have also co-operated
r,_'nt us by carrying out all the sugges-

1ons of the Doctor ag regards the
atte{(ltlop to be paid to delicate and
rveabchlldren. The school dispensary
145 been expanded and is used not only

by the school children b )
siders occasionally, ut also by out-

Winter Festivities
The Wj ‘estiviti [
har Winter Festivities of the school

€ nNow become a
regular annual
feature and parents f

school have taken kee
t(l) make these fegt
Ecid.s;xrc but also u source of financial
he P towards our educational work. As

Previous year we had a two days'
%fogy?man, the first day being a special
o:::rlf Music Drama« THYAGARAJA »
Rigshilif-dl]by SriC N. Vaitheeswaran of
o a:: e‘y' School in commemoration
playle); b‘%‘er\{"tLCentepevry end a Telugu
by the o) ARISURYAM put up

second daye }‘:gu children and on the

there were garde
. re garden games and
sports organised by the st%n‘ of the

school.  Parents haye alsu helped us in

n interest in order
lvals not only a
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conditions of”

and friends of the:

EDUCATION IN THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
OCTOBER 1947

Grants to Aided School Teachers

Mr. K. T. Kosalram asked the Minis-
ter for Education whether the Govern-
ment were giving grants to the teachers
employed in private management schools

.on the revised scales of pay sanctioned

hy the Government.

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar,
Minister for Education, stated that the
teachers employed in aided elementary

.schools were given grants calculated on

the revised scales approved by the

-Government.

Mr. Nagappa asked whether the Ele-
mentary Schools Teachers’ Associations
were satisfied with the revised scales.

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar : 1
am afraid nobody is ever satigﬁed
Everybody wants to get more., There
is no question of satisfaction in these
matters.

Mr. N. S. Varadachari asked whether
the Government would make it & policy
to inform all private managed ipstitu-
tions to give the teachers the revised
scales and that that should be the first
charge on their expenditure and that

other items of expenditure should be

kept down.
There was no answer.

Teachers’ Salaries

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar,
Minister for Education, sa;dJ answering
a question by Begum Amiruddin, that
463 clementary school tcachers  In
Aadura Munieipality went on strike
since the enhanced scales of pay for them
were announced  They remained o‘n
strike from June 25 to the epd of August
13 and the number of pupils adversely

affected was 15,958.

The Minister added that the Govyrn:
ment did not intend now to reconsndelf
the whole position of enha_ncementt;:
salaries of teachers in the Elght lofp e
recommendations of tht_a Lcr}tra t.a);
Comamission. The question of granting

exemption to children of elementary
school teachers from payment of school
fees would be considered.

Living Wage for Teachers

Begum Sulcan Mir Amiruddin asked
what steps the Government were taking
to increase the salary of teachers in the
elementary and secondary schools and
the reply the Government had received
from the Government of India in regard
to the help expected from them for this
purpose.

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam, Minister for
Education, replied that the scales of pay
of these teachers had been revised. The
Government of India had written that in
view of the allotment that they had al-

ready made for the post-war develop-

ment plans including education, no new
earmarked funds for education might he
expected from them.

Begum Amiruddin, in a supplemental
question, asked whether teachers were
not entitled to a minimum living wage
in view of the miserable pay they wers
now getting.

The Minister replied that the question
of fixing up a minimum living wage de-
pended upon economic conditions and
that it applicd to all employees.

Medical Inspection in Schools

Answering an interpellation by Begum
Amiruddin, Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam
Chettiar, Minister for Education, stated
that edical inspection of pupils was
being conducted in some schools in the
Provioce and the Government weroe
considering the question of taking steps
in regard to compulsory and effective.
medical inspection of pupils in all’
schools.

Answering a supplementary question
Lv the same member, the Minister stated-
that it was the intention of the Govern.
ment to institute medical inspection of
pupils in all schools and colleges ank
that it would be done only gradually.
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Mr. Avinashilingam Chettiar, replying,

to M. Hussain, stated that the question
-of having a suitable agency for such ins-

pection wus being considered by the
Government.

A scheme of medical inspection of
1 upils was being evolved in consultation
witl Lo durpioa-Ganeral was {he reply
gaven by Uhe NMinister for idluciion to

cubione wihather  the Govermner §
tio pursuz the old wmeihod of
ipectiune o0 wuopl oA ne

Y

schicne.

Moo Solmasked wheiler Ayuarvedic
ﬂv’i(l‘f}\(tnl doctors wonld be preferred
for conducting thesc examinations to
Allopathic doctors. The Minister stated
that the services of all useful doctors
would be taken in this matter.

Mr. M. G. Natesa Chettiar
vhether 16 was a fict that in some
sehionls fees for rmacdieal examination
v.ore collceted but vo exumination had
sotually been conducted,

asked

The Minister for Education stated

that it was quite possible but if auv
porticulur Instanee was brought to the
n:twe of the Govemment, suitable

<tion would be taken,

—

- Basic Schools

. Answering an interpellation of Mr. A.
Vedaratnam Pillai, Mr. ‘. S. Avinaghi-
lingam Chettiar said that there were 11
basic schools in the province and all of
them were recognised by the Govern.
ment, A statement showing the grants
siven to these schicols and other particu-
woowas plaeed on the able. Qrders
hoad Yeen wsned,  the

sanetioniner the conve
Lo osehools inea Tosie
sctogols were oponed fas?

atsher said,

T elomens
\\"(‘.(‘f)l*:. Twa
year, one al
Periamyakanpadiyam and e other at
Vinayashraws,  Guotue, The Governs
ment had passed orders {or opening
thiree more schools. About 200 candi-
dates woul'l be trained in these schools.

The Minister stated that the policy of
the Government was to convert elemen-
tary schools into basie schools. The
matter had been examined at length by
the Central Advisory Board of Iiduea-

tion which put its seal «f approval on

this policy. The hasic trained teachers
did not get moie pay than other tea-
chers ; hut the question was now under
consideration. lle belicved that all
those trained in thesc buasic training
centres had been given employment.

({Conivaed from Page 323)

cangerously, to prepare well for self-
defenice und protection in view of the
changed atmosphirre consequent on the
achievement of freedom.  The teccher,
in awddition to his Instruction in the
ciass, has to encourage youth move-
1acnts organised for self-defence  and
protection to make one physieally fit
wad temperatnentally up to the mark
toanswer the call of the country. TFor,
in spite of culture and civilisation,
buman relations in the ultimate analysis
=re ncither logical nor illogica

, bhut
fuman.

Hence, the teaches’s responsibility is
Leavy., A coatented teacher mukes an
<iicient instructor, harbinger of culture,
s architect of ellective eitizenship and
» never-failing  assurance to social
g rurity.

—— A ——

THE
SCUTH INDIAN TEACHERS UNION

PROTECTION FUND LTD.
520, HIGH ROAD,

TRIPLICANT, MADRAS.

This is the final year of the 4tk
quinquennial valuation. 1fence bonus

for the period depends upon  your
support,

See that you (a policy-holder) enrol
at least one other meynbzr this vear,

SRI K. RAMIAH CHETTIAR’S SILVER JUBILLEE
CELEBRATION. OF HIS SERVICES
AS CORRESPONDENT

At alargely attended public mecting
held  yestarday  evening nnd-r the
dl%hll"lll*‘\"(l presidentship of Dr SR
7. \'an‘, the  Direetor of Publie
Instruetion, opportunity was taken by
the pupils pase and present, 1o ehers
and other well wishers in felieitnting
Mr. Ranciah Chettinr for his cenirita-
tion towards the Education in Muthial-
pet area.

Mre, K. Rajam Naidu welcoming the
Director of Public Instruction and the
guests  on  behalf  of the Jubilee
Committee sketched an account of the
varied activities of Sri K. Ramiah
Chettiar in the field of education.

Sri. K. Venkatasami Naidu Garu,
B.A, B.L., M L.C., while unveiling the
portrait presented by the old pupils
paid a tribute to the great sacrifies and
sclf-less work in the eause of cducatinn
by Sri K. Rlamiah Chettiar. Ile cmpha-
sised that the teaching profession should
be greatly honoured when alone there
will be salvation for the country’s pros-
perity as in his opinion the old Guru.
kula Dharma and reverence should
be revived st no distant date.

Addresses were presented to the Chicf
Guets by various assoclations of the
pupils. teachers culegising the zeal,
enthusiasm  and  perseveorance  with
which he has been able to build up the

old Llomentary school to the present
statns. De, Kridhna ‘Rwo the Divisionwd
Councilior, on behaly of the citizens of
Madras paid his  tribute to B Ko
Rty Chertiage tor his varied ackivitiog
in the ficld of ecneationan l"a.r,'."ﬂ.ﬂ.iv
congratidated Lia in having started o
Hindu Girls’ ITigh Schivol—u loag-fuit
want in these parts.

Messrs. 5. B, Rangaramanujam, N
Thirumalachariar and others associated
themselves with the previous speakers
in congratulating Sri K. Rumiah Chettiar

for his twcnty five years of public
service.

r. Savoor, in winding up the procee-
dmns expressed Uh\.tltl‘d() on behalf of
the department  for tho long and
continued co-operation of Sri K. Kamiah
Chettine with the departient in eradi
cating illiteracy by startine and manag-
ing three such institutions, Elewaentary,
Secondary and Girls’ High Schools.  iie
was particularly glad that Sri K.
R a,vmah Chettiar had taken tie cause of
women’s education hy opening a Girls’
Wigh School and wished him good
health and long llfL,yS that hs might

continuz to pbv b*?}é;

tield of educatiot
8 0[)\3“%“
the 10 isant
"}p

With a vote
Mr., Deivasat
tion terminogf

-

(Contmuedd from DPage 224)

running a  restaurant with  speeial
diches, sweets and savouries.

There was a Book Shop on Children’s

Books put up with the co-operation of

Messrs. Longmans, Green & Co, Oxford
University Press, Christian Literature
Seciety, Venkatrama & Co., and other
local publishers. This was organised
with the main idea of introducing to

the parents bess
speeially usefdy
profits of the :
purchase children’s*hoo
library. -t

The special sta]l of children’s handi-
crafts with many articles was the

centre of attraction to all parents
during the festivities.

“x
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GLEANINGS

The Coming Battle for Standards

A recent announcement brings the
news that the Minister has approved
the development plan submitted by the
Education Authority for Darlington. It
is indicative of the liberality and
flexibility of ministerial policy that
the scheme to be first approved differs
fundamentally from the tripartite
organisation so persistently advocated
in the Ministry's various publications,

Darlington proposes to retain the
Grammag Schogl for Boys and the High
School for Girls as separate units, with
slight modifications - the udd‘ltlon of
an Engineering course to the Grammar
School and of an extended course in
Commerce at the Girls” School.

But in view of the industrial con.
ditions of the town it was felt th&:it a
technical high school would not afford
the full facilities needed. Accordingly,
all the six Secondary ‘Schools to be
established  will  provide tccl'mxca]
courses for both hoys fmd gu.'ls. . These
specialised courses will begin in t}xe
third year and at the end opportunity
will De offered to specially qualified
pupils to_transfer to the Grammar
3chool or 1igh School.

This emphasis onltcchnicul pursuits
mav raise apprehension Jest the cultural
intérests and commumty‘ ‘tra_mmg may
not come too short. This wxl.] depend
in Jurge incasure on the capacity of the
school to attract teachers of th‘e rlgbt
temper and qualification to give this
serviece. o

This problem of attmct‘ion is of much
wider significance an'd alfecte all types
of school. It is unlikely to-day that a
future Regius Profes»or‘of Greek in the
University of Cambridge would be
content to begin work as an Assistant
Master in a Suifolk Grammar School, as
was the case in the XIX century. Aund
even if schools are fortunate cnough to
attract men and women of parts, they
owist be on their guard lest false erudi-
tion supplant sound learfungf

But this detriment 18 likely to he

slight compared with present difticulties

of recruitment and the so.styled «flight
from the Grammar School.” If stan.
dards are to be maintained then ways
and means must be found of securing
and retaining teachers of quality. This
is not merely a matter of salary, though
this is important,

The occupation of teaching is passing
from the status of a f{ree profession to
that of an organised service. (The
situation is comparable with that of the
doctor under the new Health Act). The
successful teacher must have a4 measure
of artistry and this will not grew under
constraint. In communal living some
degrec of direction is inevitable, but
should not he of such a kind as to
prescribe conformity in detail.

Teachers, however, cannot of them-
selves determine standards. They are
dependent on the quality of their pupils.
These have to be distributed into small
units for teaching purposes and the
principles on which this distribution is
made must be such as will sccure for the
ablest, as well as the least gifted, the
measure of nurture suited to their
needs.

School Inspection then and now

The first steps are to get a general
picture of the school; its scope and
purpose ; the number, sex and age-range
of the pupils, and their organisation in
classes ; the number and qualifications
of the teaching staff ; the number, size
and equipment of the classrooms, playing
fields, dining-rooms und general ameni-
ties; and boarding accommodation, if
any. Then an enquiry on the academic
side; the subjects of thz curriculum,
compulsory and optional, the standard
arrived at, the special qualifications of
the teachers, external examinations
taken, if amy, and vesults achieved.
Lessons will be heard in progress to
sample the actual teaching, and child-
ren’s written exercises examined to
determine the standard hoth of the work
and of the thoroughness of supervision
and correction. The syllubus and tiine-
table for each class will show how the
work is graded, and an analysis of the
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ages of the pupils in each class will give
alead as to the general suitability of
the lessons to the aptitudes and abilities
of the individual children. The rela-
tions between scholars anfi teachers,
response under oral questions and in
friendly conversation, and general
behaviour in and out of class are
material factors to be noted. 'Talks
with the Tlead in which difliculties arc
discussed, constructive criticism and
advice offered, and strong points fully
appreciated, bring the inspection toa
close.

But is the journey really necessary !

In a minute of the Committee of the
Privy Council on Education, dated
September 24th, 1889, it is stated that
“ Inspectors, authorised by her Majesty
in Couneil, will be appointed from time
to time to visit schools to be henceforth
aided by public money, the Inspectors
will not interfere with the religious
instruction, or discipline, or manage-
ment of the school, it being their object
to collect facts and information and to
report the results of their )r_)sp‘ectxor}s
to the Committee of Council.” This
established a new principle of admini-
stration that if the State spgn@s
money it has a right to see that it is
spent in a manner of which it approves.
So much for <then.” A century later,
in 1941 the Norwood Report on the
Curriculum and Examinations 10

Secondary Schools provides [the reasons
s now,”’ as follows :

*On one side of their work it must
remain true that the Inspectors shall be
the eyes and ears of the Board of Educa.-
tion, reporting regularly what is being
thought, said and done in the schools,
On another side of their work they
provide a guarantece to the public that
the schools are doing their work
honestly, maintaining their standards
and responding to new needs as they
arisc. On yet a third side they have to
keep the fricndship and the willing co-
operation of the teaching profession.
There is a gencral agreement that the
inspectors actas a great tonic to the
schools, not so much to the pupils as
to their teachers. They impose upon
all teachers the necessity of being ina
position to give reasons for what they
are doing. For all teachers alike they
are an instrument of cross fertilisation .
they bring to the knowledge of men and
women, who still—though not so much
as in the past—are apt to be cut off
from information and contrast, hclpful
suggestions and descriptions of the
manner in which similar problems of
organisation and method are Leing
solved elsewhere. They can show where
help can be got and light found for dark
places.”

From ¢ The Educational Times”,
September 1947,

(Continued from Page 335)
MYSORE

Teachers’ salaries

The Mvysore State Education League,
Bangalore, has submitted a memorandum
for the revision of salaries and has pro-
posed definite scales for adoption for all
teachers in the state service and in the
municipal schools. The scales prf)poscd
range from Rs 30—1—50-2}—75 for a
trained teacher in the primary scllgol
to Rs. 70—5—90—7—160—10—-250 .fOI‘
traincd graduate teachers in the high
cchool. The fixation of salaries of
teachers with Jong service should be
according to the formula : minimum In
the grade plus n/80 x (difference between
the maximum and the minimum of the

grade) (n» means years of service). A
city allowance of 10 per cent of the sala.
ries of the incumbents should be pro-
vided to meet the high house rents and
conveyance charges.

NOW AVAILABLL
THE XXI ATT-INDIA
EDUCATIONAL CONFERENCE
Madras Session-—December 1945
REPORT OF THE PROCEEDINGS.
Price Rupees Four only.
Postage extra.
Publizhers
THE SOUTH INDIAN TEACHER
520, High Road,
Triplicane, Madrag—5.



“TINKERING AGAIN”

R. Srinivasa IYENGER

Headmaster, Sarva Jana High School, Peelamedy .

At the July 1aeeting of the Board of
Secondary Tducation, the Tton.
Minister for Ioducation stated that it
had been decided  to impart basie edu-
cation hetween the ages ¢f 7 and 12, and
appealed to the Board to give him a
somplete  picture of the reforms of
sceondary cducation  Gandhiji's view is
that <+ 1f we wish to ameliorate rural
conditions, we must combine secondary
with primary  education.”  Primary
education, according to Maliatmaji, is the
present Matriculation minus English,
Mr.  Virkey's  elucidation  ig that,
barring the kuowledee of Boglish, w boy
whiy erierges from a complete Wardha
school will heve o standard of knowledge
and information  which 13 deeidedly
higher than that of a modern Matrj.
culate. The Constituent Assemnbly T
urgsd the introduction of eight yesrs’
cleaentary eduestion within ten Cears
Yfrom now, It s therefore clear that the
introduction off basie ¢ luertion 1a our
provincee will hive to undergo drustic
and Bomediste chinges Such belug the
case, T owonder Low bt ix possible o
dratt schemwmes  of  preorganisation of
sceptndary eduention sithout knowin;;'
the base on which the superstructure
has to Le bhuilt up, and bow the primary
and  secondary  education should  he
Hnked up. This aspeet does not seon
to have struck the two Boards which
reeently discussed  the matter, It g
gratifving that the Advisory Board of
Belurtkion sct up suh-committees qpd
vemtinded  dtsell of the  guestiouuire
which provoked about a 1600 people 1o
answer them. Owing to the shifting
nadure of ideas resarding haste edgen-
tion, the chanves now contemplated in
secondary edueation cannot be final,

The prmeaiple of diversification of
ecourses in secondiry schools has et
witly wide approval : but it still remaing
in the experimental stave even in
England.  As an Eaglish  Educational
journal remarks in a recent issue, © o

real attempt is being made to choose the
variety of sccondary education for
which the individual ehild is fitted.”
It is not a question of schools being
sele_ctcd for certain courses, hut of alter.
native courses uccording to interest and
uhl!ity. the needs of the child and the
society.  The contemplated scheme does
not satisfy this criterion.
Again, 1 do not, agree that tr
the clerk’s carcer
vocational edu:

aining for
at the age of 13 is
) sation, though it may be
termed in glorious language, ¢ secre-
tarial . The syllabuses and  curriculs
for this sceretarial courss cannot be
defined until the question of the provin-
cial court language s settled,  Sooa
atter the division of the province on the
11:_12'1nst1(: basis, the regional larguage
will be court language; and the seere-
tarial course cannot bhe formulited now
on the: basis of the English medium,
I‘he Minister will do well to keep in
abeyance the question of introducing the
sceretarial course now. °

A moot point is as to when the Lifur-
cation should hegin,  Yoars ago, the
trend of opinion was to introduce it at
the cud of the V Form stage; then it
modified to hegin at the end of the
IV Form stage. Now, to introduce at
the end of the 11 Vorm stage
thab any course, neademic op tee
coutd benalit the child
forndation or

means
hnical
without the
' veneral knowledye, ability
- Luase, or mathemtios. -y hichly
unsound  view of eduecation Pl;b“(:
opinion  should assert itselr
Tmiting the pe
education,

' against
criod of general secondary

In iy ophiion, bitureation will not
be real m"! cffective if sone process at
the stage is not devised to divert the
})‘upﬂs,' as an alternative to examin ition,
The citizen-building activities ot the
latter hall of the secondary  education
stage are not feasible without the aboli-

(Continued on Puge 512)

BROADCASTING TO

The history of the BBC’s inauguration
and development of one of the most impor-
tant of ils services, an account of s
methods of work, and an analysis of the
problems attending it, are Jurnished by the
500k here reviewed—* the first considerable
contribution’ on the subject.

In England, Wales, Northern Ireland,
and the gChannel Islands today, 14,040
schools listen to school broadeasts. In
Scotland, 1,875 listen. Thirteen years
ago,the figure for Scotland was 273; for
the rest of the country the figure twelve
years ago was 3,708, What has hap-
pened since 1934 and 1935, and what
happened in the ten years preceding
them, make a tale of profound interest
to educationists, broadcasters, and
parents alike.

t is told for the first time in
corInprehensive form in School Broad-
casting in Britain (BBC TPublications,
Wembley; 8s. 6d.). This 1s not an
oflicial work—that 1is, it 1s not an
oflicial expression by the Central Counc1‘l
for school Broadeasting for the BBC.
But it is a thoroughly authoritative
one. The author is Richard l?almer,
onetime Lecturer in E(éucatlon at

iv ol Universit an now a
gxle‘xfxll‘)%g of the BB(};’S School Broad-
casting Department.

Sir Henry Richards, c. B., Chairman
of the C.C.S.B., contributes the
preface. He commends the timeliness
of the book, not only because it may
help to satisfy the interest 1n fidl.l(!ﬂ-
tional broadcasting outside the United
Kingdom—and, especially, the requests
for guidance and information f{‘om Com-
monwealth countries and the Colonies -
but because ¢school broadcasting has
established its claim to be an integral
part of the educational system.

Miss Mary Somerville, 0.B.E., tells us
how school hroadeasting grew Lxg~»tells
us as, perhaps, she alone is ql.xah‘ﬁed to
do. 1In 1929, she entered this field of
broadeasting as its Director and (until
1935) as the Secretary of t_he C.C.S.B.,
and she remained in it until the spring
of this year (Miss Somerville bhecomes

4
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the BBC’s Assistant Controller (Talks)
on her return from an overseas tour).

Miss Somerville recalls the novelty of
wireless in 1924, and ‘the very high
aims and ideals which informed the
policies of the first Director-General of
the BBC (Mr.—now Lord -Reith) in
setting up an experimental service, and
of the late Mr. J. C. Stobart, who was
seconded from the Board of Education
to direct it.

She recalls listening in 1924, with a
teacher and three privileged pupils, to a
talk cn music by the late Sir Walford
Davies.

It was not a broadcast to schools .. -
No matter, he was teaching ... and the
impact of his personality, and of his
music, was tremendous. Things hap-
pened in all of us.... The children’s
eyes were round with wonder. We
grown-ups were exalted..... The tea-
cher and she talked ¢ far into the night
of what this brave new medium of com-
munication might mean for schools.’

With such enthusiasm, such vision,
such conviction, the serviece began. But,
after two years, ‘we became uneasily
aware that a good many teachers ... .
were somehow disappginted with scheol
broadcasting " An investigation financed
by the Carnegie Trust was conducted in
Kent. Tt exposed some fundamental
misconceptions, and confirmed that this
specialised broadeasting must go on, but
with a difference.

‘From the Kent experiment forward
to the present day,” Miss Somerville
records, ¢ we can trace three main trends
of development : the continuous explora-
tion of the special properties of radio
and their adaptation to provide imagi-
native experiences for children on
which their own teachers may profitablv
build; the application of teaching
experience to the selection und presen-
tation of material; and the growth of &
close partnership between the BBC and
the educational system it seeks to
serve.’

Mr. Palmer takes up the tale, He
shows, tirst, what broadcasting can give.
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Radio, he suggests, is first and foremost
an extension and enrichment of experi-
ence through the sense of hearing, and
reveals how the fact may be—and is—
cxploited for the benefit of the young
mind.

In subsequent chapters, the business
of exploitation is surveyed in detail
from the studio and listening ends, and
iilustrated by its specific applications.
In dealing with his diverse array of
subjects, Mr. Palmer has had the
assistance of several specialists.

The alleged weakness of the spoken
word when divoreed [rom concrete
situations as a means of informing non-
academic children; how the aitention
of the child-mind may be secured and
held; the extent and the inspiring of
visual images ; the long-term influences

of the broadcasts—these are some of
the problems (‘only a small selection,’
he says) with which the author deals,
and for which he suggests, if not always
solutions, then the ways and means that
may lead to the solutions.

v M 13 .
. The illustrations in School Brogdeast-
T
wng wn Lritain include many cxamples of

chﬂdrcn’s work and of the broadeast
scripts.

th.le the book as a whole warrante
attention as a long-wanted contribution
to the literature of education as well s
of broudc;.tsting, it has an additional.

and possibly, in the long run, greater

value as the record of an enterprise in

which, so far as the present reviewer

can establish, Britain has pioneered the
world.

THE SOUTH INDIAN TEACHERS’
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NEWS AND VIEWS FROM FAR AND NEAR

MADRAS

Adult Education Movement

It seems that the Principal of the
Training College, Saidapet, bas sent a
nemorandum on adult literacy which
will be placed before the next meeting of
the Syndicate of the University. ’IF is
hoped through the various Teachers’ Col-
leges to conduct classes for the training
of teachers for the adult education move-

ment.

Pandits’ salaries

The Government seem {0 have deczde?1
that pending the issue of orders 111're,gard
10 the reorganisation of the Pandits’an
Munshi’s cadre and the asmgnn}eu(ii;
of the existing incumbents to revise
grades, the existing incumbents in th(;‘
owest grade on the scale of pi),{y ;)0
Rs. 30 —2,2—50 (old scale) or on Rs.
160 in the revised scale who are

actually doing work in the higher

be paid a special pay of

i({);‘mls(.) ;n:xznth. P This order is apPh-
cable to secondary schools under priv at(}
managements also. The nqm!l)e} hor
periods per week of teaching 1n 13g1 e
forms should not be less than t“c]x_rfq.
An early decision 1n regard to (){uadx_;-
sation and salaries of qualified Pandits
is expected.
Military Training in schools .

ernment have appointed 2
"'or'fllxli?it&?;o consider and draft a schlcx)qe
for the purpose of nnplemcnt.mgilt'tlvg?r
recent decision to p1:ov1de semx-m{l) 411y
;f;xining to students 1n secondary lsl(. 1(\)0 3.
’i‘he Government have asked t ?_%ofxxg
.pittec to frame 2 syllabus conug::n
with the syllabus ceccommended Dby the
;S:)ard of Secon_dary Educatlczln} 13
Citizenship Training. The.Bo';rl' ;:w
recommended that Citizenship r.u‘r; ;
:hcl)uld be an integral part of thfz s¢ n{)\g
S.m‘riculum up to the end of I;Sr.n'l -
The proposed Semi-Military m;{nilgl
will, therefore, he imparted to puptls

3 ¥ .

Forms V and V1.

Reorganisation of Secondary Educa-
tion

The Provincial Advisory Board of
Education at a meeting held on the
14th October 1947, was addressed hy
the Minister for KEducation and after
discussien expressed itself in generatl
agreement with the recommendations of
the S. S. L C. Board. It decided to
appoint a sub-committec to consider the
details of the recommendations. The
Minister among other things stressed on
the recommendations of the S. S, L C.
Board, regarding 1. School activities
tending to promnote spirit of social
service and citizenship, 2. Medium of
instruction and the place of languages.
8 Optional subjects and the bifurcation
of courses after I1I Form. 4 Examina-
tions. and 5. Technical Education.
After considering the recommendations
of the S. 5. L. C. Board on the study of
languages, the Provincial Board decided
that Hindi might be taken up from {
Yorm and continued up to III ¥Form,
after which it should he 1nade
optional with Sanskrit or any other
classical language till VI ¥Form and that
English should be instructed from
IT Form onwards. The Board approved
of a suggestion for the formation of
small specialised committees to advise
on several aspects of education, like
secondary, collegiate and physical educa-
tion..

Educational Research

The Madras Educational Research So.
ciety was inaugurated on the 15thOct.
1947 in the Meston Training College.
Dr. G. D. Boaz is the President of the
Society and Mr M. K. Ramamurthy its
secretary. The Society is intended to
organise research schemes all over the
province on educational problems and
form a coordinating body which wauld
undertake to publish the results of thesg
investigations giving them recognition
and enabling other people to think ahouts
them. . : ‘



B33 THE SOUTH INDIAN TEACUER

Revised syllabus for secondary schools

The Government have appointed sub-
committees to draft revised syllabuses
for the various subjects of the curri-
culum for secondary schools based on the
recoinmendations of the Sccondary Edu-
cation Board and the suggestions thereon
of the Provineial Advisory Board of
Kducation. The government, it is stated,
have expressed the view that the sylla.
bus in every subject should itake into
account the need for pupils becoming
taniliar  with practical life in their
surrpundings for carrying out active
social service as part of the curriculum
and for applying the principles of sani-
tation and hygicne to maintaining the
school and its surroundings clean. The
sovernment have further asked the
sub-committees to take into account the
c¢lose interconnection between the chosen
crafts and the subjects of the curriculum,
the probability of the government them.
«zlves publishing text-books and guides
t5 teachers and the inauguration of 4
scheme of re-training of teachers,

1.ibraries Bill

A draft bill makes provision for the
constitution of a Central library and
Provineial library Committee to advise
the zovernment on matters reluting to
hHbraries and the setting up of local
fibrary  authoritics by  Municipal,
Panchayat and other local bodies.
Provision is also to be made to cater to
needs of villages through rural libraries,
it is also proposed to levy a librury cess
and to create a library fund for finap.
»ing the work of the public librarjes,

Dearness allowance to teachers

The vovernment have instructed tje
Dizector of Public instruction to igok
into cases in which managements of
sertain aided institutions other than
~iementary schools are not paving dear-
ness zllawance at government rates to
members of their teaching staff. The
ADirector has been asked to tind out
wnether inability has been due to a lack
«:{ financial resources on the part of the
&ustiintions concerned. If it is found
¥hat the resources are armpie, the
Director is empowered to insist on the
pavment of the dearness allowanee at

government rates in futyre. If, even

after such a direction, the managements
rgclenvmg teaching grants from provin-
cial funds do not pay the allowance at
ﬁovernment rates, the Director can with-

old the grant payable to the managae-
ments in full or in part.

A refusal of payment of allowance at
govumncn}: rates by the managements of
schools which do not earn any teaching
grant will be consider i n

_ considered a valid reason
for the withdrawal of recognition. Neces.
Sary amendments - A

y ments to the Grant-in-Aid

Code will be made to carry out the new
order.

ICELAND
Education in Iceland

Education is free in lceland between
ages 5 to 15.  After 15 all children who
wish to do so may go to a middle
school (a central school) for one year
which too may be declared compulsory
by a local authority. A pupil nmay go
to cither of the two sides of middle
school—manual and technical training
or academic. At the end of middia
school, pupils are examined. Those who
gain 50 per cent go either to g teachers’
school or to a technical school whereas
those who obtain e per cent may go to
a grammar school either on the mathe-
matics or the languages side. These
last till the age of 19. Admission to the
university isat present only through
grammar school. Students from the
o_ther two types can, if they wish, con-
tinue their education at the various
technical evening classes and special
colleges, such as the Navigation School.

(Unformation compile] Jrom Seottish
Hducational Journal 11.9.17, p-212,)

SOUTH AFRICA

At its Diamond Jubilee conference the
South African Teachers’ Association
passed resolutions favouring complete
cess:{.tx’op of extra-mural activities, the
possibility of a general strike and the
raising of a campaign fund, in case the
Cape Provincial Council failed to do
justice to the Cape Teacher in respect
of his emoluments.

(Continued on {*age 333
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Findlay High School, Mannargudi ’

The inaugural meeting of the Teachers
Association was held at 5-80 p m. (t)}‘:
Monday the 15th September 1947 wtlh
Sri V. Rajagopala Iyer, M.A., L.T., 1 th€
chair. Mr. J. Amaladawson, B 4., \1/, T,
welcomed the President.  Mr. N bH or(;-
katarama Iyer Met., LT retired ded -
master, delivered the inaugural ad resz.
Mr. P. V. Srinivasan, M A, L T, prop(l)lse
a vote of thanks. Theelite and teachers
of the locality attended the meeting.

Ramaseshier High School, Patta-

madai - ;
The Education Week w%s 1§17auggr3;el:l
* . . s u e s
16-10-47 with Sri N. Vasuge
;)1"A L.r.. District Educational ch&f‘
Tinr;evelly West and Angengo 1n the
chair. Sri A. Balasundaram Iyer,
B.A I 1., Headmaster, 11 ll{s.address
st:re;’ssed on the fact that r.ellgxo’us éniln
moral education ']COI[I)ld be Q?iﬁlzﬁdue
inds of pupils by mea !
;}cl:iglities without resorting to _fo;{ngl
preaching in the class-rom}l'sl:'] ?\”Vidya'
i T tlak -
Venkatachari, b A, LT ] _ -
laya Kallidaikurichi gave an mt;aresitIl
ing t'a.lk on The Teacher's Role

Free India . He pqil_\ted out how‘ tleure
teachers’ responsibllltxes weredglt;eiter
and therefore teachers il{eser;/eadede per
recognition and pay. Iie peSriA. or
better parental co-operatlon.‘ A
Varadan, M.s., LT Secreta.’r‘y of the
Masters® Association proposec an

thanks.

Peringanam

Under the auspices of the Teacher-

Parent Associationf at.ge I?i];h g:}f)ol(lj,
i Union © ’
{;l‘treixr'xara)x'lam, South Malabar, the Ed};m:
t'L V%'eek was celebrated from 6th to
1120&:1 October 1947 according to the prc;;
pramme of the Central Education Wee

Committee.

Kurnool o
i District

he auspices of the
T Ur;deerrs’tGuild, the Education W(t:)ek
ﬁgi‘;;)served from 8th to 10th October

1947. On the 8th, a public meeting was
held in the Coles High School with Sri
A. Ramakrishna Reddi, © a., B.L., Advo-
cate, as chairman. Sri K. N. Pasupathi,
the Guild Secretary, explained the signi-
ficance and purpose of the week. On the
9th, *The Role of Education in promot-
ing Communal Harmony’ was the subject
of talk in which Messrs. K. N. Pasupathi,
S. Vaidyanatha Iyer, M. L. N. Sarma,
and G. Narayana Rao participated.
Janab Mohammad, m.a., LL B., Princi-
pal, Oosmania College, presided. An
interesting programme of entertainment
was provided in the Government Girls’
School on the 10th. Srimathi P. S. Raju,
L.a, L.T., presided. Sri G. Narayana
Rao, lectured on < Education of Girls in
Free India’.

Union High School, Coimbatore

The Education Week was celebrated
on the 16th October 1947. There was
an exhibition which was visited by a
large number of parents and the public
and was much appreciated.

At a meeting of the Parents presided
over by Sri A. Sitarama Iyer, M.a., .1,
Sri A. S. Krishnamurthy, s.a., 1.7,
gave a very illuminating address on
< The Reorganisation of Education.” The
School Day of the Union High School
was celebrated on the 17th and 18th
October 1947, with Sri C. Kadirvely
Mudaliar, B.A., B.L., Municipal Coumnis-
sioner, on the first day. SriC. Raghu-
nathan, ».A., LT, T.D. (Lond.), Divi-
sional Inspector of Schools, acted as the
chief referee for the sports events and
distributed the prizes to the winners.

Dr. S. R. U. Savoor, Director of
Public Instruction, presided on the 18th.
Sri M. J. Sargunam, M.A., LT., Head-
master, presented the annual report.
The chairman complimented the school
on the very useful and laudable work i&
is doing through its Social Service
League—one of the many extra curri-
cular activities—and commended it as
an example for other institutions te

follow. :
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R. B. C. C. C. High School, Perambur

Oct, 7th. Health and its importance
by Dr. T. S. Tirumurthi.
,, 8th. Modern Outloock by Dr. B,
V. Narayanaswami Naidu,
,, 9th, Tducation on Right Line by
Sri Khasa Subba Rao.
10th. Mass Drill by students and
exhibition of pipils’ collec-
tions and drawings.
,, 13th. Children’s varicty enter-
tainments - President  Sri
C. Subramania  Chetty,
Trustee.

»”

The above five day progamme of Edu.
cation Week was gone through very
successfully under the auspic:s of the
Masters’ Association of the  school.
Masters of the adjoining schools and the
local public participated in all the func-
tions.

Municipal High School, Mayavaram

Mr. D. Thangiah, Municipal Commis -
sioner, inaugurated the Education Week
on the 6th October 1947, Mr. V. Maha-
deva Iyer, B A, 1.7, retired Headmaster
of Native High School, Kumbakonam,

spoke on ¢ Education and our Cultural’

Heritage . The concluding day, being
Sunday the 12th, was well attended by
the public of the town. Mr. C. Rama.
c¢handran, M.1, Revenue Divisional
Officer, presided. Sri R. Mahadeva
fver, B.a., L.T., gave a talk on <« Educa-
tion--The Teacher *.

Thirthapathi Iligh School, Amba-

samudram

Under the auspices of the Teachers’
Association, the Education Week com.
.aeneed here with a Bharathi National
songs Competition open to all boys and
girlson the 8th October 1947. Sri A.
Nataraja Mudaliar, yarn merchant, an
old boy of the schoo!, gave a handsome
Jonation to the association towards the
vost of the prizes. A public mceting on
the 6th with Sri A. S. Srinivasa Iyengar,
I A., L T., as President and another on the
10th with Sri N. Vusudevan, »M.A, LT,
the District Educational Officer as Pre.
<ident, were both well attended by the
public. Interesting and lively discus.

sions took place on * Education—Our
Cultural Heritage””, ¢ Education .in
Free India”, ‘“Nation Building— The
Teachers’ Role””, ¢ The Importance of
the mother tongue”, “The Teachers’
Charter ”’; ¢« The State and Education”’
and ¢ Education .

Sir P. 8. 8. High School, Tirukattu-
palli

Under the auspices of the Local Edu-
cation Week Committee with Sri S, R.
Balasubramania Iyer, M.A.,, L.T., as its
President, the 17th South Indian Educa.
tion Week was celebrated on the 6th, Sth
and 10th October 1947. At the public
meetings held onthe respective days, Sri
T. 5. Ramalingam, M.a., nB,L., District
Munsiff, Tiruvadi, spoke on  “Qur
Cultural Ileritage ”, Sri A. Venkata.
raman, M i, Sub-Registrar, spoke on
“Our Culture and Social Happiness ”,
and Sri M. S. Srinivasa Sarma, Vice-
Principal, National College, Trichino-
poly, on “Education in Frec India’.
‘The pupils of the elementary schools in
and around the locality provided enter-
tainments to the audience.

Trichinopoly District Teachers’ Guild

At a meeting of the Guild held on
28 -9—1947 attended by teachers from
over 15 schools, resolutions ahout
reorganised scheme of secondary and
high school education were passed. The
resolutions recommend as follows :

MiopLE ScmooL: of three years
following a primary course of five years,
ages 6 to 10.

Intensive course in two languages:-

Regional language and English. Hindus-
tani with stress on speaking ability.

Scientific Studies, Social studics,

Activities, Arts and Crafts.

New Type Tests and a public exami-
nation at end of III form on a district
basls.

Hicn Scnoor; (1V and V. Forms. -
2 years.)

Languages: Mother tongue, English
and an advanced course in the mother
tongue, mainly literary, Sanskrit, Arabie
or Persian. Scientific studies, social
studies, Activities, Arts and Crafts.
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No optionals. Public examination
after Form V. The whole record of the
pupil in his two years’ course to be taken
into account for the award of a pass
certificate.

PrE UNIVERSITY OR PRE-VOCATIONAL

CoURSE :-

One year after Form V. The Conrse
will consist of the languages (mother-
tongue and English) and three optional
subjects to be chosen out ofa wide
variety.

(OFFICE-BEARERS:
President :

Sri. A. Rama Iyer, . A,
Vice-Presidents :

Sri. M. P. H. Albert, B.A., L.T.

Sri G. Albert Gnanamuthu, B.A., L.T.

Sri L. R. Natesa lyer, B 4., L.T.

Sri K. Mon Singh, B.A., L.T.

Secretaries :

Sri R. Bhuvarahan, M.A.,, L T,

Sri R. Ramakrishna Iyer, M.A,, L.T.

Sri V. Balasubramania Iyer.

Mrs. Grace Dorairaj.

Representative on the §. 1. TU.:
Sri R. Ramakrishna Iyer, M.a., L.T.

Tanjore District Teachers’ Guild

An ordinary meeting of the Guild
was held in the Town High School,
Kumbakonam, on the 11th October 1947,
with Sri Balasubramanya Iyer, M.A.,L.T.,
President of the Guild, in the chair.
There was a large gathering of delegates
and visitors. He appealed for unity and
condemned the formation of new asso-
ciations of teachers as retrograde. After
diseussions on the several subjects of
the S. S. L. C. syllabus, a number of reso-
futions were passed touching teachers
emoluments and service cqndxtlons. ’I.‘hf
discussion on “*Education in I'ree India
was adjourned to another meeting to bcz
held at Kodavasal in about two months
time. A committee was appointed to go
through the reorganization scheme and
make recommendations on the several

subjects.

“Tanjore Dt. Aided School Managers’

Association
The inaugural meeting to revive the
above association which was started in

1925 but remained dormant after 193]
was held in the Town High School
Kumbakonam on 11-10-1947, at whicI;
ten representutives were present. The
following office-bearers were clected
President:

Rac Sahib Kulapathi R. Swaminatha
Iyer
Vice-President:

Mr. f. G. Koil Pillai
Secretary & Treasurer :

Mr. 5. R. Balasubramanya Iyer
Members of the Ex, Com :

Rev. A. Victor Fernandez,
Mr. S. Krishna Rao

Teachers’ Union, Usilampatti

In a memorial to the Minister for
Education, the Government is urged to
concede the principle of equal pa?y for
equal work, to abolish all distinctions

in the scales of salaries of teachers

employed under different agencies, to
pay them adequately in order to raise
their status insociety, and to float a loan
if necessary, specially ear-marked for
{neetmg the extra expenditure incurred
In meeting the demands of the teachers
on the above basis.

THE S.1.T.U. PROTECTION FUND,
LTD.

Policies issued from 16—10—.{7

153 te
20—11—47 District-war ?

Kurnool . 5
Madras 4
Tinnevelly 3
S. Malabar 3
Trichinopoly 9
Tanjore 2
S. Kanara - 1
Madura 1
Salem 1
North Arcot 1
South , 1

Total 24



POINTS FROM ARTICLES

The Status of schoolmasters in pre-
sent day society

In alengthy article on the subject
Sri K. Ramachandra Rao, Headmaster,
Board School, Erukkur P. 0., says that
the teacher occupies a very important
position in society. lle elaborates on
the following points:

1. The great responsibility of present
day teachers in imparting essential and
very useful education to the rising gene-
ration.

2. The opportunity offered by the
present political condition to prepare
the future citizens.

3. The part they have to play in the
uplift of the country.

4. The unfortunately low position
assigned to them in the social scale
nowadays.

5. The optimism with which the tea-
cher discharges his duties in spite of
his depressingly low monetary rewards.

6. Strike as only an ultimate weapon
of desperate situation to which he has
heen driven by the apathy of the Govern-
ment, and

7. The duty of a Government to find
moucy to iweet the demands of teachers,

e hopes that there will be better
days-ahead for teachers at least in com-
memoration of the new and free India
from 15th August 1947,

An Appeal to the public and to the
fathers of the State

In this appeal Mr. C. Lakshini Nara-
simhbam, Secondary Grade teacher,Board
tligher Elementary School, Marella,
Darsi Talug, Nellore District, thanks the
wovernment of Madras for having re-
vised the salary scales of teachers after
much agitation by the teachers’ associa-
tions and regrets the step-motherly
treatment meted out to the secondary
grade teacher stating how contrary to
the proposal of the Adviser’s Govern-
ment to start him on Rs. 50 the pre:ent
scale is very unjust compared with the
scale of aclerk of the same academic
ualification in Government service.

He points out that the proposal of taking
Secondary Grade tcachers as Junior
Deputy Inspectors is only an eye-wash
He utters a warning that unless the jusl':
demands of this class of teachers are
met, the S. S. L. C.’s will begin to seck
some other fields of employment,

(Continued from Page 334)

tion of examinations, which only those
who wish to proceed to the University
should be obliged to sit for.

\‘Ir. R. A. Butler sometime ago said,
“ There would be a crisis in education
in the near future unless the Ministry
grasped essentials and had proper
priorities . A well-thought out order
of Priorities is the essence of sound
administration. The Premier’s pleture
of elementary education is devastating.
He says that the number of elementary
§chools and scholars is going down.
The country has heen looking forward
to the universal elementary education
being given to all our children. More-
over, ideas rclating to basic education
seem to be hazy. Basic education may
be commended because it is educationally
sound, and is consistent with the
principles of learning Ly doing or
through interest or by contact with
problems of real life. But the idea that
the bqsic education, as stated by the
Premier, helps the pupil to pay for his
education is an exploded educational
doctrine, and has not heen accepted
even h}" the Zakir Mussain Committee.
The cnforcement of hasic elementary edu.
cation cannot be tackled by the education
minister alone, but hy the decisions of
the Cabinet, among whom carrect ideas
should have been arrived at. Again,
urgent steps should be taken to prevent
the' colossal wastage in elementary edu-
vation referred to by the Premier even
in the abscnce of expansion. The
reform of secondary education may wait
for a year or two ; and the first place in
the order of priorities may be given by
the Education Ministry to the pressing
problems of basic elementary education,

OUR BOOK-SHELF

N
3ilver Jubilee Souvenir {(A. R. C. Aunnual Report of the Imperial

ScHooLS, MUTHIALPET).

A copy of the above souvenir has been
~eceived in this office. It contains
appreciations and eulogies for the
meritorious services rendered by sri K.
Ramiah Chetty, Correspondent and
Manager of the A. R.C. Schools, Muthial-
pet, during the twenty-five ycars of his
association with the institutions both as
Headmaster and later as Manager and
Correspondent. Tributes to his services
are paid by muny emincnt persons such
1, the Director of Public Instruction,
Educational Officers, Teachers, Educa-
tjonists, and persons who are prominent

Records Department (1945).

The report contains the working of
the Imperial Archives during 1945,
The follewing points in the report are
worthy of note:— )

1. A brief review of the 22nd session
of the Indian Historical Records Com-
mission held at Peshawar. 2. Progress
in five-year publication programme.
3. Establishment of educational con.
tacts with progressive Archives oflices
in Europe and America. 4. Training
scheme under which as many as 20 can.
didates from different provinces and
states applied for training and diplomas
were awarded to five.

The work of the department seems te

in the public life of Madras. A report have b(zen handicapped by depleted staff,
of the Silver Jubilee Celebrations held acute shortage of accommodation witl

S ihe 27th October 1947 is found else. provision for air-condition.

where in this journal. C.R.
Contribution to the Council of Action Fund
Rs. As. P.
Amount already acknowledged 832120
Association : )
Board Bigh School, Koitkuntla 0 0 0
Board High School, Kalyandrug 7 0 0
Board High School, Dharmavaram 15 0 0
Total 364 12 0
Contribution towards Madras Conference ‘
- Amount already acknowledged . 81 0 0
S. B. K. High School, Aruppukottal 5 0 0
Schaffter High School, Tinnevelly ’ 5 0 0
Periakalam Tg. Board Teachers’ Union, )
Chinnamanur 5 0 0
Board High School, Dharmavaram 5 0 0
Total 300 0 0
Eifiliation Fee for 1947-48 N
i Amount already acknowlcdgﬁcdl 123 120
Tanjore District Teachers’ Guild N0 0
Wurnool District Teachers” Guild (Balance) ... 00 0
\Malabar District Teachers’ me!d ' 5 0 0
South Kanara District Teachers” Guild 000 0
Wistina District Teachers’ Guild 30 0
Total 318 12 O

T



TANJORE INTER-TRAINE], AC
EDUCATION )

A deputation cons isting of
trained teachers waited on the
tion Minister during his visit to Tanjor
and submitted a memommlurn dn]’{‘”e
following claims were put f'orward : he

1. 4 separate seale '
17‘L[(U“ trained teacher : In fixing {15
of pay of high schpol teachers, g J’Jt
perly, hoth their pl'oi'(‘ssinn:’ {l
and  generg) educationy)
hfth‘ .hw'n tuken  intg
I,mf’r:nnod graduates, traine aradu 1{)11.
grudnates who huve undm‘goné tr: in
but fuiled in the B. T, degree -tm!mg
t‘xou——all, handle forms 1V to \C’};dmma-
they are paid differently, Ag;),in. t}BUt
are t{n‘ee different sealeg for o, ane
handlmg the same high srh-(ml p—(ll‘ndlts
By the same token t’,the ] N

Inter.traj
gea(;her shogld be paid more th;ﬁilrgd
3, 5. 1. C, Sceondary Grade Even i]e

n

other departments of the Gov

::du,lcationnl qualifications af’e():::(;l(:n?flt’
and paid for: g graduate clerk i:m&"d
more than a non-graduate clerk fl puid
l’)otu. (_10 the same king of work o
brovision of a separate seale of r; the
the Inter-trained teacher ig t}ll(‘?y for
way to attract Intermediates intoOnly
fraining  schools which have btllC
depleted of their Intermedi‘xte .
teachers. ’ Pupil.

2. Interim relief o Rs. 15

wt.z‘h effect from qunfe, 19;’;’5:- chll month
Aided schools, Inter-trained te st
were paid an allowance and in anberS
separate scale of pay till the goven?me ¢
revision of salaries put an end to ;”Cnt
and a right they enjoyed wag withdr hese
He_nce, the grant of interim rel'awr‘l-
# simple act of justice. fet is

2. Status of Secondgr:
who takes his Bf 4. dcgree{ G,gad:epi’eacker
grade teacher is < pot qualiﬁédngary
teach forms 1V to V] because he d to
not possess the requisite general od oo
tional qualification. [t js not as if huca;_
litted by his training to teach stand -
I to VIII only ; for the training SCZTdS
duves not any more than the teacheool
college, profess to equip the traj, iy
with ready-made methods to suit l;lﬁ(::

Intep.
Eduea_

of pay Jor the
seales
¢ pro.
| Araining
Qualifications
Consider, t;

HERg MEMORANDUM TG

stsmdard ‘or that

Pupil teacher in Lh
given a ljtgle
forms unq cl

It is true that the
¢ Ltraining school is
asses, while hig compeer in
Practice jn to 1S civen o little

£h school classes
raining  given
Common sense
nable o teacher to
adjustments in the
1 Iroin stundard to
Taim of ghe training
o 1< 1o equip the
ols with which they
T own methods; in
008 claim it as their
impose particu-

0 schogl o

. ' colloae
and Xperio oo

and the colle
S with the toc

1ESC Instityt

ANINg recejy,

achor iy suhstld by the second

antially the sy,
trained tea-
h grounding in
Pes of edueational
It is superfluous and

s & thoroug

B.A., dcgree
again hefore he

of exemption 1, the (raduate

Tespect of ¢
5 ﬂ ::wl examinalion :
1 las  becr alrcady the
alit p

Y that t) radw.te sccondary
g0 through and se

re coyl
d be no excuse for not yaking

extra-mural to him,
——

to arise in future if

OVernment shoyld just
¢ heads of educational
Beneral desire byt leave
their discretion,
T consideration in this
lved satisfactorily
¢ consulted belorehand

‘onnection 1y,
if the headg

THOUGHTS ON CURRENT EVENTS

¢ THINKER '’

Some criticisms of Reorganisation
proposals.

Speaking at the Guild Day of the
Madras Teachers’ Guild on 1st Novem-
ber in the Christian College High
School Mall, Prof. M. Venkatarangiah
subjected the recent recominendstions
of the S.S.L.C. Board to scarching
eriticism. Two of his eriticisms are with
regard to language study and commercial
courses. e advocated the study of
only the regional language till middle
school stage, and English to be taken up
in the High school stage. He made no
mention of Hindustani, which is claimed
to become the future national language
of India taking the place of English.
Docs he mean that English will serve the
purpose of both national and inter-
national medium of understanding

Again he remarked that the recom-
mendation of the S. S. L C Board about
the commercial course was nebulous
since English which is the language
medium of study of this course is hard
to be replaced by the regional language.
Quite so; the difficulty will be experien-
ced only in the beginning, but the science
of the study has to be maintained and
amere change of language will not

affcet the system. In these days when
human ingenuity can cope with any
difficulties by new inventions, short-
hand and type-writing can still be
learnt through regional languages and
the book-keeping system teo.

Urgency of Educational Expenditure

In his address to Madras Teachers on
the 5th November, Dr. John Sargent,
Education Secretary to the Government
of India, pointed out the importancc
and urgency of expenditure on educa-
tion and compared it with expenditure
on ‘war’. *If money can be found to
equip a young man for war, it sheuld
be even more important to find monaey
for his education’ so said Sir .John
Sargent. But the minister for Rduca-
tion, who was present at the meeting
and was requested to speak a few words.
was rather wanting in  humour to
understand him correctly, and, perhaps
prompted by fear of teachers pressing
their demands for better salaries as a
result of this spirited speech, pulled
the speaker by remarking that security
of life is always the first concern of the
state. Of course he had in mind the
present troubled conditions in India.

THE PRESIDENT OF THE S. I. T. U.
SRI M. S. SABHESAN, ™. a.,

who is also the President of the

S. L.
PROTECTION

T. U.
FUND LTD.,

appeals for Record Enrolment to the
s. I. T. U. PROTECTION FUND

during 1947 which is the final year
of the quinquenniem 1943 to 1947



THE SOUTH INDIA .TEA(’]HERS’ UNION

Executive Board

A meeting of the Executive Board was
held on Saturday the 22ad November
1947 at 12 noon at the oflice of the Union
The tollowing members were prosent .

SriML S, Sabhesan, President of the
Union, nresided, ‘
_ Messrse 5. Sundaresa Iyer Tanjore)
5. Periiswainy (Salemy, R. Ruma‘krishxln.\
byer Trichinopoly), €. Runganatha
Iyz‘ni"_:;,\!‘ {Journal Secretarvy, V, Arxxnz{--
jate.  (Treasurerj, S. Mukunda Rao
{South Kanara) 5. E. Selvam (F\’I;d:\.bar)’
A. Satyanarayana (Vice.President) S
Srinfyasa Iyer (North Arcot), V. B’hﬁ:
varaiamurthi Rao (Seerctary, Protec-
tios I'und), S. Natarajan (Se(:retm'y).‘ .

m'i‘“bc ibeix'etary' presented the minutes
of the last meeting. It was approved
He then reported,é ® approved.

i. that the three members co-opted at
the last meeting to represent Guntyr
West Godavarl and East Godavari’
respectively have agreed to serve on the
Executive Board, i

2. that Sri S. Srinivasan, onc of ¢,
intersnl  auditors, had audited thg
acoounts upto 27.9-1947 and that hi§
report was awaited,

8. that Sri G. Krishnamurthy, (o
vener, Vigilance Committee, had ten.
dered his resignation and had not chege )
the members of the Vigilance Cornmitn
tes, )

4. that a Central Education Weel
Committec was constituted and plang
for observing Education Week drawn u:
and thot reports had been received frmx
many centres that the week was ohs(xru
ved, o

5. that a sum of Rs. 69—8_§ y.q
realised by way of donation and syhg.
eriptinn and that Rs. 184-—14 ¢ was
spent, ' L

4. that the presence of Dr. Sir Johp
Surzant was awailed of and a Teg azid
puntic mee?ing were arranged under the
juirt auspices of the S. I. T. U, the
Musrag Teachers’ Guild and the He.d.
yrasters’ Association, and

7. that @
0r<1prsti};% gqverllment have issued
reens in G.O. MS. No. 2406, Fducation
dated 7th November i t

917 1169 ine
the for : 1947, wmodifying

orm of contract hebween teachers
and nl:’““—”f-!"-fﬂ(‘,ﬂfg ; PaCHeYs

Tnstitutions of aided Bducationa
Jetitubions - and that  the or T
Incornoeatod At  the order has
nl'i("*L!)v‘flu {thc suggesiions thal were
A ¢ hli(\ll rrOI - .

n tine .
The Fxceut: to tiae
that the Wo. thive: Board was informed
t.' w ¢y Ul-]{lllg‘ ij’-’”“‘l}“,(‘t' i“ "il’('ll}‘t'
100 Ill)l)('gvcd R ;

o :
C()E!llﬂ?&;fé ,mmnhc."s of  the Working
CUlln(:ilg)f Aa.ttFendmg m.evtingg of the
allowance si; ’;On be paid as travelling
to und fro arn %_E‘th}rd cliss train fare
or actual i s, 3 _}Hlltmg allowance
txpenses whichever is less, and

(b) that g sum
T of Rs. 50 .
Cnion account and Rs. ;0(()) rom the

South India
an Teacher ae .
ted as Fixed T 1er account be inves-

Tenonen o ] epo;sit with_the Madras
Lo Guild Co-operative Society,

from the

The Board then approved the expen-

dit g i

t}lleuriea(;rl;cur.red N connection with (a)

th cation Week ang (b) the At
ome to John Sargent,

Th : ;
frome icéxrlg then considered the report
Union T andigama Taluk Teachers’
to referot!;) :}i}ﬁhapon. It was resolved
Guaitd aﬁd e Kistna District Teachers’
would non if the rules of the Guild
Union permit of its affiliation, the
one VP,"‘"‘Y be affiliated temporarily for

“.year. The Seeretary was anthorised

t{] inf T Y t Y 10, X
X ﬂccording l } E .h

) in ()‘ N Nne H *
Idlu!\ i p"lchnrq’ II - y N i ld g am

sty o et e 4 stement of
‘ erlod endi .
1347, It was recorded, ding October

The Journal §
stutemoent of ac
question of §

écretary then placed a
K ncrg:irrl\tgs. ti o rlaise('i ch“
° L, CT ¢ subseription
Boa?g’?v;..kal".‘ from Rs. 2 to 3. pThe
the Subs;;."’t_m favour of increasing
Secretary tlp.t“"_‘- It authorised the
nal Seorct 0 1nvite the Additiona] Jour-

~Ct8ry, Mr. G. Srinivasachary.

to the meetin
UEElings of the oouti ]
and Working Commi:tefxccutwe Board
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The Journal Sccretary also presented -

a scheme for the formation of .?omt
Stock Company for conducting the jour-
nals, etc. The Board desired that the
scheme be examined with the assistance
of a lawyer and placed before the Work-
ing Committee in proper form for its
approval and action. A Committec con-
sisting of Sri V. Bhuvarahamurthi Rao,
Sri 8. Natarajan and Sri € Ranganatha
Iyengar (as Convener) was formed to sub-
mit o report on the subject.

The Sceretary then reported that the
Sceretaries of the Remnad and Coimba

tore District Teachers’ Guilds had

expressed the inability of their Guilds

to invite the next Provincial Educ%tional
Conference. Sri R. Ramasakrishnan
{Trichy) informed the Board that the
Executive of the Guild was considering
the question that day and their decision
would be communicated soon. 1t was
resolved to await their decision.

Then the Executive Board took up
for consideration the Presidentship of
the Conference and

after a discussion
drew up the followi

ng pancl of six
names for election by the affiliated
agsociations :

1. TRev. Father De’Souza, Principal,

Loyola College, Madras.

2. Sri R. Suryanarayana Rao, M.L.C.,
Madras. o

8. Prof. Bhagavantham, Ex-Princi-
pal, Andhra University College.

4. Sri B. N. Qubrahmanyam, M.A.,
B.L , Theosophical College, Madanapalle.

5. Sri G. V. Subba Rao.

6. Sri Satya Samucl. . -

The Board accepted the resignation
of Sri G. Krishnamurthy, tl)oug}} it was
sorry to learn that the remg'r}atlon wa(;
due " to reasons of health. I'he Boar
felt that as the Council of Action wa.?
now in active charge of prol.)ler.ns o
security. the question of appox;tmg a
Vigilance C.ommihteere defer(x;e . -

rt of the Finance Lommnlt

Wavls‘hth;ﬁP(;)resented by the Treasurer.
After a discussion the following recem-

mendations regarding travelling allow-

ance were approved, Mr. Periaswamy of
Salem expressing his dissent to clauses 2

and 6:—

1. Ordinary members attending
meetings of the Working Committee
shall be eligible to one third class fare
to and fro and Rs. 8 halting allowance.
When such members attend meetings of
the Exccutive Board, they shall make
arrangements with the respective Guilds
tor their travelling expenses

2. Executive Board Members attend -
ing mectings of the Excentive DBoard
shall nudic their own arrangements
with their respective Guilds for their
eXpenses.

3. Internal Auditors may be paid
their third class train fare to and fro
and Rs. 3 halting allowance. Madras
members shall be paid a sitting allow.
ance of Re 1 per day.

4. Ex-officic members, namely, the
Vice Presidents, the Secretary, the
Joint Secretary, the Journal Secretary
and the Treasurer, travelling to attend
the meetings of the Working Committee
and or of the Executive Board will have
their expenses met in accordance with
the rates given in No. 1 alove.

5. The President shall be allowerd
second class fare to and fro and all ex.
penses when he has to travel in connec-
tion with the Union work.

6. When any oflice-bearer of the
Union has to travel on Union business,
the President may, if he is satisfied of
the necd, permit him to travel in second
class and in that case all his expenses in
connection with the work will be met
by the Union.

The Board then considered the amend-
ments suggested by the Finance Com.
mittee with regard to the rates of
affiliation fee and subsecriptions and
resolved to recommmend the adoption
of the following rates:

Affiliation Fee--

1. District Teachers’ Guilds:

The affiliation fee of a District
Teachers’ Guild shall be made up as
hereunder :—

(i) Subject to a minimum of Rs. 23
and a maximum of Rs. 100, an amount
calculated at the rate of four annas per
member on the rolls of its affiliated
associations other than elementary tea-
chers’ unions,
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(ii) a sum calculated at the rate of
Rs. 3 per Elementary Teachers’ Union
affiliated to it, and

(iil) a sum calculated at four anunas
per individual member on its rolls, in
the previous oilicial year,

2 dssoctations not attached to a school
and considered as a Provincial Associns-
tion:

Subject to a minimum of Rs. 50 and
a4 maximum of Rs. 100, an amount
calenlated at four annas per member on
the maximum strength in the previous
official year.

3. Teachers’ Associalions attached to
schuols in areas where there are no District
Guilds :

An amount caleulated at the rate of
eight annas per member on the maximum
strength in the previous official year

subject to a m-nimum of Rs. 5.
4. Individual meinhers of the N, 1,
.U
(1) Elementary schools — cight annas
per member.
(h) Other schools—
(1) . Graduates-—Rs. 2 per member,
and
(ii) Non-Graduates - Re. 1 per
member.
(¢} Non-Teachers: Rs. 5 per member,

The Board then authorised the Presi.
dent, the Secretary and the Treasurer
to incorporate these recommendations in
the form of suitable amendments to the
rules of the Union relating to member.
ship and circulate it to the District
Teachers’ Guilds for their opinion to be
communicated to the Union on or hefore
the 31st January 1945.

The Convener, Council of Action, then
reported,

1. that the question of weightage to
teachers of service in Secondary schools
under local bodies and aided schools is
under active consideration and that
orders may he cxpected shortly,

2. that certain local bodics, like the
Chittoor District Board have not given
effect even to the revised scales and that
us and when information to the effect
was received, the Convener had addressed

the authorities with some measure of
success,

8. that the question of revising the
qualifications and salarics of Pandits is
engaging the attention of Government
and the Council expected early orders,

k. that there is great dissatisfaction
among sccondary grade teachers at the
low rate of annual increment, and

5. that the scales of salaries of
Muanual  Training Instructors,  Art
Masters, Music Teachers, cte. are consi.
dered not only inadequate but show a
difference in principle having been
adopted in the case of sueh teachers in
local  bodies from those sumilarly
employed in Government service,

He further reported that the response
from Guilds and Teachers for funds for
carrying on the work of the Council of
Action could not be considered encou.
raging. A sum of Rs 589 has been
reeceived so far consisting of Rs. 305
from District Teachers’ Guilds and
Rs. 514 from teachers through their
respective associations.

) The Executive Board felt that there
Is need for the Council of Action to con.
tinue its work but suggested that unless
more funds are coming, the Council
31‘11ght‘; have to practise strict economy.
The Convener was anthorised to remind
the associations of their contribution to
the Council of Action Fund.

The Secretary then reported that the
South Arcot District Teachers’ Guild
had not paid its affliliation fees for the
years 1945 -16 and 1946 47 and that no
reply was received from the Secretary
to any of the letters sent from the office.

The Sccretary was authorised to write
to the associations in South Arcot Dis-
trict to take steps to get the Guild
working and to have the arrears paid so
1that tt};he Executive Board might not
have the painful isaffiliati
, Guild.p duty of disalffiliating

At this stage Sri M. S. Sabhesan left
t}lhe meeting and Sri A. Satvanaravana
V 1'ce-Presid_ent, took the chair. T

The Board then elected the following
to represent the Union in the Council of
the All-India Federation of Educational
Associations for the year 1948.

(Continued on cover page 3)

EDITORIAL

Dr. Sir John Sargent

In his recent utterances in South
India, Dr. Sargent has emphasised again
and again the nccessity for a well-
trained and well-paid teaching personnel
in India at the present moment. Ie
has not hesitated to point out the
danger of economising in respect of
expenditure on the salarics of teachers.
e is not unaware of the atbcmpts made
in several provinces to reduce the so-
called high cost of education by finding
cheap substiiutes or cmploying teuchers
with lower qualifications.  Our leaders
may be very progressive and forward
in political theories but they are slow
to have a realistic view in the sphere of
education. They scem to believe that
teachers should be prepared for a lile of
sacrifice and shouid be able to follow
the Gurukula type. They perhiaps find
it convenient to forget that teachers
have also got their fumily obligations
and that ups and downs in the fa{m]y
budget are likely to upset their minds.
Dr. Sargent has done the right thing in
making it clear to our leaders that the
entire expenditure on cducation W'll‘l be
a waste if, side by side, the conditions
of service be not improved. Our leaders
should realise that the scales proposed
by the Advisory Board are moderate
and that it is unwise to effect economy.
The firm stand Dr. Surgent has taken
in regard to this question should be
understood by the Provincial Govern-
The Advisory Board recon.
lation should be the
jon for a teacher in
an elementary school. IS‘lt' not a pity
that leaders agree with this view but
still prefer to accept lower quahﬁcatmn
to reduce the cost on salaries. Let us
hope that ere long our Provincial
Government will find it possible to
secure the services of well trained and

well-paid teachers

Mild Stir
We notic
publishers in ou
due to a rumour
may itself underta

ments. \
mends that matrien

minimum qualifcat

e a mild stir among the
r province. This 18
that the Government
ke the publication of

books for use in schools. This idea has
been mooted at different times but for
socme reason or other the scheme has not
materialised.  Publishers in  South
India, both foreign and Indian, have
played a notable part all these years
and their contribution to the progress
of cducation iu schools has heen appre-
cioble.  Throush  their own  eflorts
they have succeeded in meeting the
educational needs of  schools  The
exhibition of scJect books on different
subjects avranged on the oceasion of the
Provinciul Educationsl Conference held
at Madras in May 1947 brought out
clearly the increase in  the book resour-
ces and the great improvement in their
quality. South India should feel grate-
ful to them for this continued service
because the paucity of books will be a
great obstucle to progress, The publi-
shers had several difficulties to face til}]
now, and they are aware of the defects
in their publicatiens.  They have how.
ever been keen on the improvement of
the quality. 'They feel they do not get
the help they need in time ; and expert
advice is not always easily available,
The {requent changes in the syllabus
and technical terms cause no little
confusion and hit them financially.
Still they go on doing their work in the
hope that they may have better days
with the expansiou of education. Their
chief interest lies in the publication of
books for use in schools. ‘The proposal
of the Government to undertake the
publication of such books will certainly
aflect their business materially. It is
natural they should begin to think of
the implications of the proposal. Those
who urge the Government to undertake
the work of publication argue that it
may be a source of income. The ques.
tion of publication should be approsched
from the broader educational aspect and
not from the aspect of income. Compe-
tent persons like Dr. Mathai and Mr.
Karanth have their own misgivings
about Government concerns bringing
surplus income. There i8 an educational
need to be met just mow in view-of the
reorganisation of education and the adop.
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tion of the mother tongus as the medium.
Can this need be met by private agency ?
Can the Government hope to mect this
need by itself? We cannot express any
opinion as to how far Government
publication will be satisfactory. The
publishing firms in Madras have so far
shown intelligent understanding of the
osducations] needs and heen able to give
a wood account of themselves. That
some of the publications are not up to
the standard should not stamd in the
way of our recognising the resourceful-
ness of the Teading pubiishers.  Notable
progress has been made owing to a
healthy competition in the ficld. Schools
Luve thus a fair field for choice and
different parties are satisfied. 1If Gov-
arnment  itself should publish books,
there is o kind of monopoly in practice,
That a Government publication will he
hetter cannat be taken for cranted. If
it should untortunately he defective,
therc can be no choice for schools and
educational interests will suffer.  Both
the. publishers and Government are
jnterested in the publication of books.
If the publishers be deprived of their
epportunities, they may not be able to
hring out books of other types and the
books necded by the public may be.
«ome scarce. A heart to heart faith
hetween the publishing group and the
Government on the several aspeets of
Jiook publications will ve migun-
derstanding and tl

wgqﬁ"’%

guidance of those in charge of educa-
tional institutions. Professional colleges
have for a number of years been
attracting numerous undergraduates
and the problem is becoming more com-
lj‘](‘.\' in view of the fact thut the
Government finds it inconvenient to be
uuided by merit, The Arts Colleges
have also to face the problem of n{f(ri
bers and the application of the official
policy more or less to these institutions
naturally rouses suspicion and creates
dissatisfaction.  Rightlv  or wrongly
students belonging to one commun?ty
feel that they are denied facilities for
no fault of theirs, Students of another
community cluim that on population
l}:mg many more should be selected
from their group. There is the impres.
sion in disinterested cireles that the
problem of admission is :xpproached
definitely {rom a politicnl augle. Cormn.
munal rotation for service i:m)e thing
but 1t will he a serious thing if admis.
sion shonld be governed by political
cunSlde{'ntions. Avreference to schednled
ft‘lztsscs is often made during discussion,
The concession which is being shown to
the pupils of seheduled castes is not
criticised but welcomed because of the
wide-spread feeling that this commu.
nity has so far been unjustly treated
and that it has heen impossible for its
members to enjoy the facilities. A
reservation of scats for pupils of this
community will therefore bhe justified

on with their wor " Sp -opn general grounds of equity. Buat the
v hat .tem:hers s:tea v supRlm rest of the people have been enjoying
of neatly got u 0oks nt moderabe ,eqmal opportunities in every walk of
prices. , ‘ o dife and they have not laboured under
Where are wd - >(? L 'i;ny legal and social disabilities. They

. ;] npw the value of cducation and if

The interpel in-4he legislature
regarding adon

J o colleges and ti
»ilicial replies tAiketo Wyoduce, a mi}élg
+flect. No one sc@gs ; out
the policy regarding adnThemiegyo 1ls
iundamental right of hw.ﬁw he
educated according to his aptitude. The
anly factor which can restrict the scope
of this general right is the availability
ofseats. The allocationof seats hecomes
4 serious problem if there be many

more applications. The Government
shou)d be naturally expected to lay

down a few broad principles for thc) )

-

£ s

e ety

7 gsertaln seetions are not keen on higher

*ducation or technical education, they
may have had good reasons. They per-
haps prefer other lines or are more
profitably employed. Tlence the inser.
tion of a group in the classification of
pupils in official reply, mamely, Non.
Bra!umm (backward), is thouéht pro-
voking. Distribution of seats in colleges
if :x!lowc}d.to be handled hy politicians
and political parties, may follow the
slogans familiar in the political field.

{Continued i Page 244)
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(Continued from page 348)
1. Sri M. S. Sabhesan.
9. Sri T. P. Srinivasavaradan.
8. Sri C. Ranganatha Iyengar.
4. Sri S. Natarajan.
5. Sri A. Satyanarayana.

It was also resolved to sanction a
sum of Rs. 75 towards the travelling
allowance of these representatives for
attending the mceting of the Council at
Rewa in December 1947.

The Board then considered the draft
amendments to the rules relating to the
drawing up of the panel for appoint-
ment of head.masters and headmistres.
ses in schools under local bodies, Mr. A.
Satyanarayana wanted that the panel
should be drawn up in accordance with
seniority. It was generally felt that
the amendments proposed indicated a
distinct improvement over the existing
rules and that the Executive Board
might give its support to them. Mr.
Satyanarayana wanted more time to
study the rules. 1t was agreed that on
the receipt of the opinion from Mr. Sat-
yanarayana and Mr. Periaswamy the
Secretary might communicate the views

of the Executive Board to fixe authori-
ties.

The Secretary then informed the Exe-
cutive Board that a Committee has
heen constituted for felicitating Sri
M. S. Sabhesan, the president of the
Union, on the occasion of his Shashti-
abdapurthi and that the Committee has
invited Presidents of all District Guilds
to be members. The Committee con-
templates publishing a commemoration
volume, organising a public meeting
and presenting him with a suitable
souvenir on the occasion.

The Board resolved to co-operate with
the Committee in the celebration, 1t
aathorised the Secretary to commend
the appeal of the Committee for dona-
tion .to all affiliated associations. It
resolved to present him with an address
on the occasion and appointed a sub-
committee consisting of Upadhyaya
Sangha Karya Praveena Sri S. K. Yegna-
narayana lyer, Prof, A. Srinivasaragha-
van and Sri C. Ranganatha Iyengar to
dratt the address. It also resolved to
contribute Rs. 100 to the Shashtiabda-
purthi Committee.

THE XXI1I ALL INDIA EDUCATIONAL CONFERENCE,
REWA

In response to enquiries from intending delegates to the above Conference

the following information is given:

Rewa (Capital town of the State) is about 50 miles to the east of Satna
Railway Station which is accessible by any of the routes given below:

Route from Madras. Approz. distance.

Approz. fare.
2nd class. Inter. 3rd class.

Rs. Rs. Rs.
Via Bombay 1530 miles 90 55 30
(to Allahabad).
Via Vizianagaram, 1130 ,, 85 45 30
(Raipur and Nagpur).
By Grand Trunk (via 1030, 70 35 25

‘Ttarsi, Jubbulpore).

The place will be very chill and warm clothing and bedding will be

required.

[Reference map: Any All India Railway map or Oxford University

Press map of Communication.}

The Conference anthorities provide transport from the station to the
venue of the Conference which lasts from 28th to 31st December 1947,

Journal Secretary.
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