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WEEKLY

THE FIRST MILESTONE

year has gone by since the

starting of Swatantra. It has
been a very momentous year. In
the first issye we had stated that
of the two aspects of Swaraj, the
problem of attaining it, and that of
how we shall organise and shape
life under it, the latter was the more
important one. The former repre-
sented a certainty—a fairly near

‘certainty at that in point of time—

whereas without adequate plans for
ordering national life, we shall have
nothing under Swaraj that will bring
happiness to the people or relieve
thelr suffering. At that time we
telt that the Communist Party, be-
cause of its acknowledged opposi-
tion to unregulated private competi-
tion and the motive of personal
profit, and its keen concern to

" organise food and clothing on a

mass scale, came nearest of all
Indian parties towards realising the

- egsential foundation for national

happiness. But in the course of the
year, an extraordinary thing hap-
pened. The Adviser regime was
replaced by a popular Congress
Ministry. It meant a big step to-
wards the attainment of Swaraj.
Now was the opportunity for the
Communists to utilise the advent of
a regime dependent solely on public
opinion to guide and help and if
necessary compel it to organise and
utilise the total work-capacity in the
country, according to a territorially
well-ordered scheme, In a manner
most conducive to joy and prosperity
of the people. The first condition
of national happiness and welfare

is the creation of plenty in produc-
tion, the second being the distribu-
tion of the plentiful proceeds of -
production on an equitable basls,
giving more to those that have less,
and taking progressively large slices
from the share of those having
more. The second conditions, so vital
to workers’ welfare, is dependent
on the first, and the interdependence
between the two is well realised
wherever in the post-war world
democratic standards attaching im-
portance to social welfare can be
said to prevail. In Soviet Russia
reputed to be the workers’ paradise,
patriotism is synonymous with in-
creased production. The highest
rewards of the State are given to
those who excel in constructive
activity tending to improve the
quality and output of goods needed -
for social use, These are the true -
Heroes of the Soviet Union. Slackers
there are treated as sinners and
saboteurs impairing the output of
food and other national needs as
traitors worse than the worst crimin-
als. Today the position in Russia is
that 65 per cent of the workers are
filled with a burning desire to put
everything they have into the job
they had on hand, while the rest
did a normal day's work. The glori-
fication of work and upholding the
dignity and importance of work have -
come to be the very foundations of
the Socialist State as evolved in
Russia, where duties and rights go
hand in hand, and any movement
emphasising the second only to the

1



THE BALANCE

W'of the first is sure to be put
down _sternly as anti-social.

#'Critics might say that the esta-

blishment of the Socialist State is
just- what stimulates the public
gnthusiasm for production in Rus-

. &ia, and to ask for it under capitalist

évonomy is to put the cart before
the ‘horse. Unfortunately the con-
version of Capitalism Into Soclalism
fx° not' hastened by persuading
workers to “go slow” and run away
from the Russian spirit of work, as
the right way of dealing with the
capitalists. Workers cahnot hurt
capitalists by means of impaired
production without hurting them-
selves and the public still more. In

. countries like America and England,

labour leaders have not waited for
the .advent of a full-fledged Socialist
State to promote proper concep-
tions of duty in the matter of work
and production. In U.S8.A. a silent
revolution has taken place during
the war resulting in a considerable
redistribation of wealth in such a
way that farmers and workers are
much better off than they had been
and the richer classes much worse
off. . There has been a remarkable
acceleration towards economic equa-
lsation. In Britain, as the statistics
published elsewhere in this issue will
show, the present trend Is towards
a steep decline In the size- of the
big 'incomes. For example, 7,000
people in Britain had yearly incomes
of £6,000 or more—after taxes were
pald—in 1938. War cut this class
t0 €0.-. - e

“Jas‘at the time when political
préisure-and the new opportunities
cbhndsted . “with ~elected Minixtries
could have been very advantageously
employed in India for promoting
national happiness and the better-
ment of workers’ condition, the
Communist Party have become des-

tructive, and developed a strange.

passion for strikes for their own
sake In startling contrast- 6 the
constructive economic teaching that
had distinguished them prior to the

advent of the Congress Ministries.
Of course the Congress Ministries

" are by no means ideal as adminig-

trators. But the worst that can be
adduced against them does not
justify the resort hy the Communists
to their suicidal policy of breaking
up the national economy. By lead-
ing public opinion constructively
they could have compelled the
Ministers to yield to them in all
suggestions conducive to the public
good, and they might even have
taken the place of the Ministers
themselves if they had struck to-
constructive pursuits. They. have
lost that chance during the past
year in the virulence of their anti-
Congress spirit which has betrayed
them into impatient violence and
anti-social assaults on the national
productive machinery. This change
has spoiled the worth of the very
impressive achievement of the Com-~
munists as champions of the victims
of local tyranny of various sorts. It
is almost as if they want a famine
and a black market to blame it on-
the Government and would be
bitterly disappointed if there -were
no wrongs to be turned to anti-
Congress propaganda. We feel con-
strained to say this, because the in-
evitable drift of Communist policies
now is promotion of chaos and
scarcity which belie every proof of
concern for the public good pro-
fessed by them for winning public
goodwill. -

These considerations have forced
a change In the attitude of Swa-
tantra to the Communist - Party.
We are not anti-Communist and
our disapproval 'is of the present
policy . only .. of the -Communists
which" we regard as untrue to the:
essential objective of promoting the
happiness of people that ought to
be sacred to Communism. We realise
that the Congress Ministries are not
only not paragons of perfection, they
have lest wvaluable time without

- making themselves felt by the peo-

ple in improved benefit. But con-
ditions have not been favourable for



quick results. In Madras, for eX-
ample, the Minjstry has. got wedged
in between hostility from outside en-
gineered by Communists and intrigue
and trouble from within promoted
- by disgruntled members of the Con-
gress Party itself who, finding them-
selves left .out of the Cabinet, seek
to take their revenge by organising
all malcontents into a united group
for attacking the Premier. Thus we
find many who by honour and dis-
eipline are bound to help the Leader
of the Party in every possible way
in order to enhance the credit and
prestige of the Congress in office,
exerting . themselves prodigiously to
undermine his position and bring
about his downfall. Kamaraj Nadar’s
service to the Congress has now
shrunk to the dimension of a rest-
less and unceasing campaign to
canvas Signatures for a no-confi-
dence motion against the -Premier,
of which dark threats reverberate
everywhere usurping the attention
of legislators to the serious detri-
ment of their more responsible
functions. In the Assembly itself,
disappointed members of the Con-
gress Party, avid for office, have
thrown the Opposition into the
shade in bouts against the Ministry,
making a public exhibition of spite
and indiscipline really marking
them out in effect as incompetent
for the serious responsibilities of
public life. A stable Ministry com-
manding the loyalty of the Party
and a steady majority in the Legis-
lature ‘are indispensable if the grave
problems of the moment are to be
effectively tackled, but it is to be
feared that the present Legislature
cohtalns far too many wynsteady
men of doubtful devotion to any re-

cognisable principles to provldé the

necessary steadiness of backing to
any Ministry. Mr. Prakasam has
survived so far because of the
strength that pertains to his poli-
tical stature and the calm imper-
turbabllity of his disposition when
confronted with risks and difficul-
ties. Any substitute that can be
thought of is sure to break down
much quicker. There seems no
way to the establishment of a steady
Congress regime in Madras except
through dissolution of the present
Legislature. '

Swatantra ha.a had no easy task
in squaring the requirements of
fairness to individuals and groups
with those of public welfare. To
guard against Anti-Comm in
estimating the record of the
munist Party; to criticise indiscipline
without offending any . right asso-
ciated with legitimate freedom; to
demand fair trial for Government
without under-rating the grave
abuses connected with the adminis-
tration demanding urgent attention;
to protest against the disruptive
tactics of ego-centred mischief-
makers without lapsing into ill-will;
all this has meant lability to incur
the displeasure of all and the good-
will of few. We are grateful to sl
that have made this extremely diffi-
cult task possible. The greetings of
kind friends notwithstanding, we
are aware of many flaws in this
journal that need to be corrected.
It is yet a long way off from the
pattern of what a journal of this
sort ought to be according to our
idealistic conception. We shall en-
deavour to cover that distance in
the days to come.

Pools close their eyes to lfe
Cowards blink through it

Heroes look at it full in the face.

~Thanu.

YEAR

)

FROM

EDITOR OF
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ON COMPLETION OF FIRST

FELICITATIONS TO
«SWATANTRA "

SRI. K. SRINIVASAN.

“THE HINDU”

It gives me great pleasure to felicitate Mr. Khasa -

Subba Rau on the occasion of the Abdapurthi of his jour-
nal, Swatantra. Mr. Subba Rau wields a facile pen and is

-well-known for his inclination to emphasise the ideal as-

pects ‘of our life in preference to seeing things as they
really are. And it was altogether a new experience for
him when he had to plan and launch his paper and steer
it safely. How well he has done this task, the growing
number of readers of Swatantra have borne ample testi-

. mony. Every issue of Swatanira is read with avidity and

it has won for itself the appreciation of the public for its
impartial presentation of all sides of a problem. Swatantra
carries every week quite a number of good features. Mr.
Chowdhuri’s cartoons and “Vighneswara's” comments on
topics of the day are great assets to the journal. I would
suggest, however, a change in the caption from “Sotto
Voce” to one more appropriate to the sharp and sometimes
fierce nature of Vighneswara’s obiter dicta.

I wish Swatantra a long and prosperous career in the
service of the country, and Mr. Subba Rau health and.
cheer,

KABTURI SRINIVASAN.

1n-



Sotto Voce

. Underground

IERCELY rages the wordy battle
for civil liberties. The Com-
munists, to whom the term repre-
aents the supreme hallucination of
the bourgeois mind, must be vastly
amused by the strange allies they
are attracting. Our Moslems, who
pride themselves on their uncom-
promising democracy and stern
monotheism. seem to have develop-
ed an unwonted gentleness towards
those who raucously deny God and
hold that all is falr in class war.
And many a professional votary of
ahimsa is shocked that the Govern-
ment, instead of turning the other
cheek, should retaliate against law-

breakers.

. ' . .

Of course they will indignantly
deny these aspersions. The Muslim
Leaguer will point out that if he
protests against injustice to the Com-
munist whose doctrine he detests
that is all to his credit. And the
dissident Congressman will contend
that you have no right to assume
the guilt of these men who should
have been brought to trial instead
of being ‘jugged’ by the ‘cops.’ But
where was the conscience of these
good people hibernating when loot-
ing, arson and bloodshed, invested
with a fine ideological halo, were
laying waste a.smiling countryside?
The newspapers have been full of
these outrages—but, of course, you
cannot expect legislators to read
newspapers.

* [ ] [ ]
Communism in India works with
all sorts of odd instruments. There

are the theorists of Revolution who,
I am sure wiil not harm a fly,

b

though they might deny the soft
impeachment. They are far too
well-bred to soil their hands with
such crudities. If these things must
be they must be. But they had
better be done decorously, out of
sight, by the professional toughs.
And the Nelson touch comes natural-
ly to our gay sparks—the omfriders
of Revolution—who have all the
romance they ca.e for in periodical
journeyings “underground,”—that
variant of the de luze jail which the
generosity of well-placed fathers, the
indulgence of loving mothers and the
good-natured winking of friendly
authority all conspire to make s0
delightful a forbidden pleasure.

* ] L]

And then there is the kisan leader,
who is sui generis. True to his role
of honest broker he has never done
a stroke of degrading manual work
in his life. Is he a mirasidar him-
self? The fact proclaims itself to
any casual passer-by. Finding a

green oasls amidst a desert of un-

tilled land he is told that it belongs
to Devadatta, the well-known
patriot, who having taught labour
the sacred duty of letting bhis
neighbours' land lie fallow, gets his
own work done gratis in double
quick time by a grateful peasantry.

. . L]

Itinerant preachers who find
food and raiment as they go carrying
the gospel of Idleness and Hate from
door to door, wastrels who have lost
their all by their own folly and are
intent on taking it out of others who
have lived more prudently, ‘master-
less’ men of every description are
all hugging the “tiller of the soil”.

. sophistry and intrigue.
¢ ®

1f he were not a myth he would
have been strangled long ago in the
coils of their affectionate concern.
And -all the time the party boss in
his distant cell sits smiling his wry
smile and spinning like the inexor-
able Sisters the gossamer thread of

It is an extraordinarily difficult
task, it must be conceded. II the
policies bf the Kremlin are provid-
ing continual headaches even for its
nimble envoys, how dizzy must be
the tight-rope dancing which these
are called upon to execute, who
must not own their allegiance to

" Moscow. But their gladiatorial

instincts are roused to perform
amazing feats of virtuosity. And
they are helped not a little by the
incompetence, the muddle and the
sulcidély urge that Autonomy (bless-
ed word!) has brought in its train.
At every step our Ministries have
shown themselves pathetically
anxious to take the wind out of the

Communists’ salls by slobbering in
a forcible-feeble way over every
nost.um which the Ilattér have
sought cold-bloodedly to ram down
the throats of the people.

| J e *

He who does not work shall not
eat. It seems so profoundly simple
that one wonders how mankind
could have been blind so long. And
yet is it true? The birds of the air
and the beasts of the fleld do not
think so, not to speak of the savage
in the state of Nature. Even Soviet
intellectuals argue as if the one in-
creasing purpose of life was to do
away with work. Meanwhile who is
to decide what i3 work and what is
play and how much of each is good
for a man? All you may safely bet
is that this crazy old world will go
on much as usual, patiently suffering
a succession of petty tyrannies
which, mercifully. must be as ghort-
lived as they are violent.

VIGHNESWARA,

——————

REDISTRIBUTION OF WEALTH IN U.S.A.

As a result of the war, Americans have gone through a social revolu-
tion which has redistributed wealth to an amazing extent. *he benefi-
clarles have been the farmer and the trade union worker. The losers
have been the wealthy, the upper middle classes and the white collar * -

workers.

n 1936 the factory worker earned $1,133. Food, clothing, housing,
utﬂi{ies and furnishings for his family of four cost him $861 a year.
His miscellaneous expenses, including a modest allowance for pleasure,
were $297. Though the only federal tax he paid was social security,
he finished the year with a deficit of $37. Today his income is $2,230.
The same food, clothing, housing, utilities and furniture cost him
$1278. The same miscellaneous services cost $401. But he still pays
only his social-security tax plus a mere $3 in federal income tax. Thus
he has $528 left to spend on raising his living standard in any way he
sees fit. But since prices have risen about 45%, his $526 is worth
about €363 in 1936 terms—which means that he is 35% better off than

in 1936.

But a white-collar man whose income has remained $4,000 has lost
much of his buying power. If he has two children, his Income tax has
risen from zeoro to $108 and inflation has cost him $1,146. Since taxes
get progressivelv steeper, the fnancial decline of the hich-salaried man
is even more startling. A $10,000 income today is worth only $8,550
pre war, & $20,000 income worth $11,000, a $50,000 income worth $22 000.

—Life

[ENPN



* SIDELIGH

He that wrestles with us strength-
éns owr nerves and sharpens our
skill. Our antagonist is dur helper,

. .. E ~BURKE.,
OPPONENTS of Prakasam are
reported by the Ezpress to be
holding a whip-hand over him in
.the form of . some hundred signa-
tures alleged to have been secured,
favouring the election of Omandur
ami Reddiar as leader. The
source of political “news” of this
kind appearing in the Express s
Kamaraj Nadar who first used that
paper for an anti-CR. drive and ig
. using it now in his anti-Prakasam

’ ‘campaign.

A signature is not such & trium-
phant trump card as it is made out
to be. You do not need for any-
thing the. signature of a man of
whom you «sre sure. The move for
another’s signature is an indication
of unsureness—of doubt and uncer-
tainty as to what he will do if left
to himself. You proceed therefore
to bind him With a commitment in
his own handwriting with the idea

TS :

Premier Prakasam.
of holding it against him as g pre-
ventive for subsequent exercises of
free judgment. .

LA * »

Confidence is a matter of opinion
and opinion is self-sprung. Whether
a signature can be depended upon
to prove to be the equivalent of
opinion is doubtful, since it entails,
on the very face of it, an encroach-
ment on the sort of self-determined
condition that is the true essence of
all opinion worth counting as
opinion. If there had been no con-
fidence in Prakasam on the part of
Congress legislators they. would not
have wasted so many hours at
Party meetings discussing import-
ant public questions. Nor would
they have waited for Kamaraj
Nadar to collect their signatures.

. Lack 'of ‘confidence would have burst

forth spontaneously and. made itself
felt, at the outset, at the very first
opportunity after the convening of
the Party meeting.

Questions of policy have n
to- d0 -with ‘Kamaraj Nadar's signa-

. sam; In the implementation of the .

Congress programme, the Prakasam
Ministry stands first and foremost
in all India. Nor is there anyone
among all the opponents of the
Premier who can hold a candle to
him In the love and esteem in
which masses of common people
hold him. He is the idol of the
populace of Andhra Desa. The fact
to be noted by all who wish to ¢bm-
prehend the real significance of the
perpetual crisis that has come to
shadow the politics of the Province
iz -this: Nadar who was in a key-
position to. select Congress candi-
dates at theé last election and used
it to’All the Assembly with his pup-
pets, knows he lacks the equipment
to be Premier but is covetous of
power to the point of seeking to
subdue the.Premier to his will. A
puppet Premier would have won his
grace. Conflict is Inherent in any
situation in which, with the Nadar
holding the position he does, any-
one is elevated to the Premiership
who wishes to call his soul his own.

Whether it be Omandur or Ava-
nashi or Bhaktavatsalam that is

tipped as prospective leader to suc-
ceed Prakasam, ohé thing is ¢ettain:

‘Kamaraj’s potential I-will to them

is certain to follow his present
backing. They can buy peace Iif

- they consent to be énslaved to him,

and let him rule, wielding to the
full the influence and power of the
Premfership without sharing any of
its burdens. None of them has the
stamina of Prakasam, nor his grit
and fighting qualities. They will be
confronted with the same sort of
canvassed crisis that now confronts.
him, but will lack his ability to
weather storms.

. * .

In the present set-up of provin-
cial politics, none can supplant
Prakasam as Premier and survive
for long. Prakasam is too big for any
successor to digest him as a back- -
bencher. The plight of Andhra
legislators inveigled into the Nada-
rite net of anti-Prakasam conspire
acy is pitiable in the extreme and
far from enviable. “Whom the Gods
wish to destroy they first make
mad,” is a favourite saying of Jawa-"
harlal. Greed for office must have
made the pro-Nadar Andhra legis-
lators stark crazy for them to
imbhgine that they would be left to
enjoy the spoils of the deal in peace.

BRITISH INCOMES

{ £6,000 or
thousand people in Britain had yearly incomes o o
moresf—v:tl:;ér taxes were paid—in 1938, War cut this class to 60. .= -

The £4,000—£6,000 group was thinned out from 12,000 to 890.

.. And the £2200—£4,000 group which was 56,000 before 1939, became

33,050.

striking changes which war—and wartime taxes—made in
Bﬂt:;h;:?:epemnal exchequers were shown in a White Paper.

Here are some of the other contrasts between pre-war andlm .

 incomes, after tax deduction:

£500—£1000.—Teise from 480,000 40 900,080, - - - .-t L. .-
£250—£500.—Rise from 1,820,000 to 5,050,000,



~ CONCERNI

: SWATANTRA Is a year old. The
great thing about this maga-
zine, unlike most other magazines,
_is that it has a conscience. It has
a conscience as clear as the most
perfect flying weather. In addition,
-1t has a mind as wide awake as a
-palr of spectacles. The conscience
and this mind give it a strength
which is- “as the strength of ten.”
-With  the aid of this adamantine
strength Swatantra endeavours to
pull down truth from the scaffold
(where it is now) and wrong from
the throne (where it is now) and
-put them where they belong. It
kicks where it hurts. It does not
" spare the great. '

.- For the fact is that great men
.make great mistakes where small
.men make only small mistakes. But
the great men get away with their
great mistakes, often involving mil-
‘lions in the deepest tragedy, while
the small men go under.

Swatantra comes to the rescue of
" thé small men.

The second thing about Swatantra
is that it does not fight about creeds.
It is pure folly to fight about a creed
—political, social or religious. Faith
is a beautiful phenomenon; its right
or wrong has nothing to do with
anything. Whatever satisfles our
sense of holiness, our sense of good-
ness, is justified.

8o Swatantra does not “lay waste
its powers” quarrelling about a label;
1t judges actions. It recognizes that
there can be a good Communist and
a bad Congressman, and a very good
Muslim Leaguer. Good and evil are
good and evil, by whatever name
you may call them, And Swatanira
~ believes in calling a spade ‘a spade’

and not a shovel.

But I fear Sweaiantra administers
to its readers rather an over-dose of
politics. I know politics and politi-
clans are terribly important, but I
do not fancy politics for bréakfsst.
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by BINOD

NG SWATANTRA

Cover page of Swatanira first issue.
for luncheon—for dinner—for tea-
for tiffin—for between meals.

I want Swatantra to eschew the
beaten track and blaze a new trail.
I want it to deal with life in the
raw—life as it is lived, with all its
primitive elemental passions, life in
all its manifold aspects. I want
Swatantra to deal not only with
things that matter but also with
those that apparently don’t. We do
not need to learn about the impor-
tant things. We all know the im-

portant things, though we all violate-

and neglect them. Gigantiec indus-
try, abysmal knowledge, are needed
for discovery of the tiny things—
the things that seem hardly worth
the trouble.

Above all I want Swatantra to con-
test the modern superstition that

the only important thing in life is

to be comfortable. Cleanliness is no
more considered next to godliness:
it's the only thing that matters. This
ungodly notton must be smashed—
it must be smashed!"

D RS

ORTHE DEFENCE

By Manjeri S. Iswaran

Tms: Barrister began his narrative:

It was a certain Friday evening early

“in the month of November, nineteen

hundred and eleven. I had done my
day's work and was on the point of
closing my chambers when my {riend
Mr. Naraharl Sastri came colliding
against me on the landing near the
door: He was visibly excited, and T knew
it was not due to the rushing up the
fiight of staircase of one who suffered
frequently from high blood-pressure; he
asked me if T was free to go to Sho-
lingur next day to defend an accused in
& kidnapping case. The accused was a
Brahmin woman whose husband was a
friend of his, and the man was very
anxious that T should take up the de-
fence. Although I was but a recent

‘recruit to the Bar, I had caught the

cunn manners of it from the stal-
wartsmign the game. I pretended to be
busy and answered dubiously. “Tt all
depends.” However I asked him what
the facts of the case were, and as he
narrated them so far as he was given
to understand, the impression that I
was listening to a plece of uncommon
fiction, sinister In many of its aspects,
grew strong on my mind. Two women
lay claim to a new-born infant as being

its mother. I couldn’t help exclaiming,

“Oh, great Solomon! You are come to
life again. Who dare deny now your
existence? Who indeed!” And forth-
with I 1aid aside my pretensions of being

‘busy and told Narghari T was the man

for his frlend and his choice really
flattered my sense of self-esteem. The
story in the version I heard required .
for its elucidation an appreciable know-
ledge of human anatomy, gynecology,
and medical jurisprudence—all outside
the orthodox curriculum of present day
legal study. The preliminaries being
satisfactorily settled and the relevant
papers handed over to me, I issued in-
structions to my clerk to get ready for .
gge journey to Sholingur the next morn-

To follow .the sequence, it would be
better if the prosecution story is briefly
outlined here. Prosecution Witness One
who was the original complainant was a
kavarai woman by caste, living by coolie
work in a village in the outskirts of
Sholingur. Here also resided the accused
with her husband and a daughter aged .
three. On a certain afternoon, Prose-
cution Witness One who was enceinte
at the time, took a headload of cut.
green grass to the neighbouring village,
a mile away, sold it for a few annas
with which she purchased some provi-
sions, and while returning to her hut
happened to pass by the backyard of
the accused’s house and as she neared
the cattle-shed, felt sudden pains. Un-
able to proceed further, she stepped
into the shed and inside of a few minutes .
gave birth to a male child. It was past
dusk then and the evening lamps were
already lit, and as she was lying weak
and dazed with the new-born infant
by her side, on a meagre bed of hay
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some strands of which she had hurried-
ly snatched from under the eaves of the
shed before the pains overwhelmed her,
she did dimly see through the stupor of
sudden parturition, the accused come
out of the house to the byre to give
fodder for the cows, before retiring for
the night. She held a lighted lamp in
one hand while with the other she was
supporting her little girl on her hip.
Seeing the new-norn infant, she, the
accused, dropped her own child on the
ground, smothering an exclamation of
surprise, and clutching the new-born one
in her arms darted into the house slam-
ming the door after her. And listening
to the cries of the little girl left behind
and running after its mother, and to
the lowing of the cows in the shed which
were eagerly walting for but denied of
their fodder now began to stamp their
hoofs restiemsly, one or two edging to
her with horms levelled and dark blue
eyes brooding liquidly, she, poor woman,
of a sudden deprived of her babe,
swooned away in grief and fear, from
which she recovered in the small hours
of the following morning. Fatigued
uttefly as she was, she managed to walk
up to the police station, four or five
miles away, while the village munsiff
who was close at hand was not even
informed of the occurrence. Thus,
though the Police authoritles had in-
formation of the incident within four-
teen hours of its happening, it was not
till twenty-one days after that they
thought of getting both Prosecution
Witness One and the accused examined
by the Doctor and certificates obtained
on the strength of which alone they
launched the prosecution.

The case was unique indeed. Charge
under the Section for kidnapping had
already been framed and the case
posted for further eross-examination
of the prosecution witness when my ser-
vices were requisitioned. Of the four
or five witnesses examined for the pro-
secution, the most important, nay, the
one and only witness who threatened
to hang my client was the Doctor who
had, as aforementioned, examined both
the alleged mothers, Prosecution Wit-
ness One and the accused, and granted
certificates testMfying to the fact that
while Prosecution Witness One bore
“all signs of recent delivery” the
accused carried none This was
more than a poser. Tt needed ex-
pert knowledge of things generally be-
yond the ordinary range of a lawyer.
No way daunted I took verbal instruc-
tions from my cllent who was in re-
mmnd and her husband. Both of them
swore by all the gods of heaven that
the infant falsely alleged to have been
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“Clutching the new-born one in her
arms, she darted into the house....”

kidnapped was theirs, and for which
when the accused was enceinte they had
performed all propitiatory religious
ceremonies.

My conscience being in a certain mea-
sure set at rest, I attended court punc-
tually at 11 a.m. and started the fur-
ther cross-examination of the witnesses.
I at once foumd out that the presiding
First Class Magistrate was a gentleman
of large heart and urbane, If only these
higher deities would realise that man-
ners maketh the man, while it puts the
pleader at his ease instead of being
bullied or scowled at with scant cour-
tesy, life and work in the law-courts
would be pleasanter and speedier than
what many make. My initial difficulty
was to gain time and to -get the medical
witness taken up at the weariest end of
the day, to ensure my obtaining another
day to tackle him, as by then I would
be well posted up to cross-examine
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for any suggestion offered, ap-
aling . to his wide and varied experi-
e of humankind, and now and then
logising to him for going over the
same ground traversed by my predeces-
sors in charge of the case as I had
been briefed only the previous evening,
and thus prolonging the proceedings
before the Court. As against such tac-
ties T ced the liberty of my client
which ound weightier, hence justifi-
able in #ie circumstances. And the more
I earned the sympathy of the Court,
my confidence grew the more, and I
managed to get the “Expert” doctor put
oft till after lunch. He was called in
at about a quarter to four and he step-
ped into the witness box with a smug

g

«She, poor woman deprived of her
babe, swoonmed away in grief....”

self-satisfied air and e supercilious
smile oh his face, as much as to say:
I-have-said ~ what-IJ-had-said - wheo-is-
there-to-contradict-me? In fact his
whole face was one interrogation mark.
I knew I could not be toe taettul, wary,
and circumspect in dealing with him.
With my lmited, perhaps little know-
ledge then, it would have been positively
dangerous to get a definite and empha-
tic, perhaps dogmatic Yes or No from
him to my questions howsoever intelli-
gently I could formulate them. After &
bit of skirmish by way of advancing

and receding, I chanced to put him a -
rambling question the significance ot
which I had not the faintest idea then.
More truly, it sounded purposeless and
pointless to me at that moment. I
asked the doctor if, during his examin-
ation of the two women at the hospital
at the request of the Police, he used
any instrument and if sonwhat? His
answer was peremptory. “No, I didn'¢
use any instrument. I only used my
fingers.” Then I passed on to some
other matters unconnected with ortho-
dox medical evidenee, such as his medi-
cal experience, number of such examin-
ations as the present he had conducted,
handing over the infant to Prosecution
Witness One without order of Court and
so forth. And I had all the time my'
eyes on the clock. It struck the half
hour past four, and the learned magis-
trate adjourned the case for a further
date, a fortnight after. This gave me
the necessary and much desired respite.
I moved bail for the accused and it was
granted in spite of the strenuous fight
put up by the prosecuting inspector con-
tra. ’

My first objective was to take the
accused to Madras and obtain a certi.
ficate from the Superintendent of the
Maternity Hospital at Egmore than
whom there could be no higher author-
ity on the subject as only eight weeks
had elapsed since the date of delivery
and as I then thought, quite like a lay-
man, that signs  of recent delivery
would still surely exist. The second
objective was to prepare my case after
a thorough grasp of the subject to suc-
cessfully cross-examine the doctor, and
fourteen days’ adjournment was long
enough for that.

I could not rest. I was so full of the
subject. I took up Taylor's Medical
Jurisprudence and flipped through the
Chapter dealing with “Signs of Recent
Delivery.” My eyes lighted on a passage
and truth to tell it fairly took my breath
away. I closed my eyes and saw visions
of glorious victory before me, The pass-
age ran: “All signs of recent delivery
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disappear within ten to fifteen days
from the date of delivery so that it is
medically impossible to say, even ap-
proximately, when a woman gave birth
to a child once the perlod of fiteen days
had. lapsed.” In my case both the ac-
cused and Prosecution Witness One
were admittedly examined by the doctor
on the twenty-second day after the
alleged delivery. This showed the utter
futility of getting the accused ex-
amined again, as was proposed, as it
--would khock the bottom out of my case.
If signs disappear within fifteen days
they could not be observed on the
twenty-second day, much less two months
after. My head humming with this
new discovery for me, I walted with
what little patience I could for the
receipt of certified copies of the doctor’s
evidence in .the cross-examination con-
ducted so far. I got them on the Friday
following and on Saturday I rushed up
. to a doctor friend of mine who had

.been specially trained at the Rotunda
Hospital in Ireland in Gynecology and
with whom I had discussed the case
previously. I gave him the deposition
of the “expert” I expected my friend
- to say puerile tosh. But instead, he
bellowed out crying that I had already
won my case and that I knew as much
of the subject as he knew, or at least
as much as my case needed. I asked
him what on earth he meant and beg-
ged him to be serious as success in the
case meant a hell of a lot to me. Where-
upon he cooled down and showed me
one question T had put to the “expert”
witness as to the use of any instrument
in his examination and his categorical
denial and assertion that he used only
his fingers. My friend then pointed out
to me the special injunction Dr. Taylor
had 1aid on all medical men worth the
name that “in all medico-legal cases”—
as the present one—“the surgeon should
use the ‘Sound’ without which no data
could be gathered, much less opinion
formed.” This encouraged me consider-
ably and after being initiated into the
minutest detafls by my friend I looked
forward with the suvremest confidence
to meeting and continuing the further
cross-examination of the smug “expert.”

And meet we did on the adjourned
date. With my Rotunda-trained doctor
friend by my side to help me when
needed I started to further cross-ex-
amine the “expeift” who, by the way,
I should say was an L M. & 8. of the
old school with twenty years’ service
behind him and an assistant surgeon,
second in command to the I.M.S.
officer in charge of the District Head-
" quarters Hospital. I began my cross-

examination of him punctuslly at eleven

in the morning, as soon as the Court
assembled, and it continued till half
past four, with forty-five minutes’ in-
terval for lunch. It was an intensive
flerce fight where no quarter was asked
for or given. It was professional pride,
I had almost said arrogance—these

‘“experts” especially of the medical .

variety think they have their unques-
tioned Incontrovertible last word on the
subject, their ipse dirit—versus my
client’s liberty. As is well known, “Signs
of Recent Delivery” have been classified
by medical authorities under ten differ-
ent heads. The cross-examination as
it took place is a long tale to tell. Out
of the ten signs I need dwell ‘on but
four here as they, besides beinz very
important, are also interesting. My sole
alm was to show to the Court that the
certificate granted by the “expert” was
not worth the paper it was written on,
and it was most dangerous to rely on
it as it should not have been allowed to
see the light of day. For my first point
of attack I took  up first ‘Breast
Changes.’ The “expert” had stated in
his chief examination that the right
breast was atrophied and in spite of
his hard squeezing of it for an appre-
ciable length of time he could not get
a drop of milk, which conclusively
proved that the accused could not have
“recently” given birth to a child, twenty-
two days before his examination. I
asked him the following question next:

“Well, doctor, will you tell us if it is
a long process or a short one for an
organ to get atrophied?”

“Surely it's a long process, sometimes
taking a few years. In this case it must

have taken at least two years i{f no

more.” :

“Will you tell us what ‘atrophied’
means?”

“Useless for its function.”

“When once an organ gets atrophled
does it ever revive and refunction?”

“Rarely, almost never.”

“Did the accused’s atrophied breast
ever show any sign of revivification.”

“Atrophy had gone to such an extent
that it was impossible to revivity natural
or artificial.”

“And yet you expected to draw milk
from it and to found a case for or

against. Was it honest of you, doctor?”

“My action was purely mechsn!cel.
My mind did not follow my action.

" «Thank you, doctor, for your sugges-
tive answer.”

Then having extracted an acceptance’

trom the “expert” that Dr. Taylor was
the leading authority on the subject I
handed over to him Taylor's Medical
Jurisprudence wherein I drew. his atten-
tion to the following passage: “The
drying up of the milk is -extremely
variable in the occurrence and occa-

" sionally none appears at all, so that

from the presence of milk it is imposs-
ible to make any definite deductions

" as to when delivery took place.” He

read it loudly for the Court to listen,
then I asked:

" “Seeing even a functioning breast is
no test how has one to characterize
your attempt to base a case against the
accused,in trying to squeeze milk from
an atrophied breast?”

For upwards of ten minutes there was
no answer, He fidgeted, mopping his
brow with his handkerchief, alternating
his look between the Judge and the
Counsel. I pressed my question. He
feebly answered:

“I had already said my mind did not
follow my action.”

Next I took up the most important of
all signs, Enlargement of the Uterus.

“1 dare say, Doctor, in your wide ang
varied experience as a surgeon an
gynecologist, you must have handled and
used ‘Sound’?”

“Yes, a few number of times.”

The Court wanted to know what was

‘Sound’.

I said: “The surgeon's probe.” Then
turning to the doctor: “Perhaps the wit-
ness can describe it and its use better.”

“It is a regulated probe to ascertain
the depth of the uterus. In the earlier
stages of delivery the uterus takes in
more of the Sound as it is elongated
and distended. As days progress the
uterus shrinks and assumes its normal
shape. Then it is impossible to get any,
at least an appreciable portion of the
Sound in.”

“You had stated that you did not use
any instrument. You used only your
fingers for examination. Don't you think
you did a positive injustice to my client
by not using the Sound.”

“Yes, 1 regret it, now I come to think
of it.”

“Your regret is poor consolation to
my client, doctor. Will you please read
this passage in Taylor?” Saying which
I handed him the book, marking the
relevant passage which he read out:
“In all medico-legal cases—as the pre-
sent one—the surgeon should use the
Sound without which no data could be
gathered, much less opinion formed, as
to recent delivery.”

_“in the face of that passage how
‘would ‘you characterize the conduct of
& doctor who neglects to use the Sound?”

“Unsatisfactory, most unsatisfactory.
Perhaps callous.”

This answer was really honest of him.
Everyone present in the Court felt that
humanity in him had at last cracked
through the carapace of his professional
arrogance. I could see he was really
feeling uncomfortable but thére was my
clear cut duty to my client. I.pressed
my point home.

“In the face of the passage you have
just read in Taylor and your forgetful-
ness to use the Sound, could you say
definitely that the accused could not
have delivered a child as alleged on
the twenty-second day previous to your
examination?”

“No. I cannot say definitely that she
had not delivered the childas alleged.
She might have.”

So it went on with every one of the
ten signs of recent delivery and at the
end of questions and answers relating
to each of them, the doctor had per-
force to admit that he could not stay for
certain that the accused did not or could
not have given birth to a child twenty-
two days before he examined her. This
was all the more difficult, nay impossi-
ble for him to decide as both the ac-
cused and Prosecution Witness One were
admittedly multipara and not prima-
para as when once a woman gave birth
to a child it became impossibie for any
medical man to predicate as to the
number of children that woman could
or did bear. I left the doctor “expert”
there fully satisfied, as it was apparent
to all three, including the learned
magistrate, that the one and only piece
of evidence on the strength of which
the prosecution was launched was not
only most untrustworthy but was

dangerous to act upon and that the .

acquittal of the accused was assured.

After thanking the Court for its uni-
form kindness and patience I returned
to Madras. A week after, the magis-
trate pronounced judgment convicting
the accused and awarding her a few
months’ imprisonment, solely basing his
finding on the uncorroborated testimony
of Prosecution Witness One, the com-
plainant. He gave the go-by to the
medical evidence in its entirety, includ-
ing the certificate, as according to him
it cut both ways.

An appeal was preferred against this
judgment to the District Court and a
Revision to the High Court. Both were
dismissed and while a petition to Gov-
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éthment under Section 401 Cr. P. ¢. was
being drafted King George Vs coron-
ation happened when the accused, then
& convict, was mercifully let off in the
‘General Delivery,’ that was then pro-
claimed. I had to be content with the
. technical victory obtained though it was

poor consolation to my client who, I
regret to say, even during the trial deve-
loped symptoms of violent hysteria and
turned subsequently, 80 I was informed,
into a raving maniac and finally passed
- ‘away. Subsequently truth trickled out,

" lttle by little ... . ’

Here the Barrister paused, then re-
sumed his narrative, and I could see
that his language had taken on a new
no{re. shorn of its legal accent:
~ Yes, truth trickled out little by litt]
‘revealing how my client was foieed t:)'

become the innocent victim
-most vile. ., of & decelt

Years ‘age her husband had a
with his father and the old magus‘;rei
huft had cut him off with a penny,
willing away his property to his grand-
80D, property worth about a lakh of
rupees in cash, houses, and lands. But
ill-starred, that grandson died of small-
ox at the age of ten and the old man
at seventy who took to bed after the
funeral, followed his darling inside of
a month. The boy was born to my client
‘rather.‘late, past her. first bloom—ten
years after consummation when the
-patience of the man had almost reached
its breaking point and he was given to
thoughts of a second marriage. The
woman was in her late thirties when
her son died and her husband was not
in doubt about her standing another
test of maternity. And even he was
-baffled and astounded by the event
which came all too soon, a year after
—his wife gave birth to a girl. His
-disappeintment was great, the more so
‘because it was not a boy to inherit in
accordance with the terms of the will,
and the labour was difficult and the old
accoucheuse of the village in her ex-
perience’ and kriowledge of well-nigh
‘over half a century, had sald then and
there that it would be death for his
wife to conteive again. So the prospect
of ‘ever getting a son through his spouse
was barren indeed, and to marry a
second time at his advanced age when
to all appearances he was Hving a happy
‘domestic life would make him look

‘he sits

ridiculous in the eyes of the villagers
and sharpen the tongues of -gosaips. So
, cursing his father who

made that imbecile will and cursing the
gods who killed his son—in spite of his
immense offerings to goddess Mari
Amman—and so brooding and cursing
he hatches a plan, and that was—to
make his wife bring forth a male child,
as much as to say that man was over
woman yet. His eyes fall on the young
kavarai woman, sleek as a cow and just
about as intelligent, who supplied cut
green grass to his cattle, and he starts
an intrigue with her, forcing her into
a8 compact that she is to pass on the
child to him, if it happened to be a
male, for a handsome consideration in
money which would see her in comfort
for the rest of her days—away from all
kinds of squalid drudgery. And simul-
taneously he prevails upon his wife, a
poor nervous wreck, prematurely anile,
to pretend that she was with child and
to exhibit her condition to friends and
acqueintances in the village and to rela-
tives who frequently called an her, by
her stomach, progressively,

heavily, month by month. Bounds
flendish, isn't it? The poor woman,
obviously, couldnt stand the strain—
this explains her later hysterla and in-
sanity—but the tyrant of a hushand
had her in his grip, his covetous eyes
on the fabulous inheritance, and his
frantic anxiety that in his failing to
beget a male issue and after his death,
it would revert to the next of kin.
Damn them! The kavarai woman
entering the cow-pen of an evening is
just an accident—and accidents can
have no rational explanation—and her
bringing to bed of a male child is an
example for which the high gods who,
inclined to sinister humour sometimes,
are responsible. But the Brahmin was
not prepared for the ultimate stroke,
though he had a hunch that the bavarai
woman was trying to beat back from
the compact. Motherhood had its sway
and she simply couldn't abandon the
child born of her womb to another
woman. And the Brahmin woman
coming to the byre at the twilight hour
is too an accident. Or perhaps her
husband was in the offing. Accident!
Everything in life seems to be a sort of
accident, isn't {t? But is so death?

Who can say? Death is a date with

Destiny.

——————

The Automatic Telephone Exchange at Simla and Lahore were

15 or 20 years old when the Auto. Exchanges at Delhi and Madras

were under construction. And the ‘
in the discussion stage at that tﬁ:don Auto. Exchanges were only
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By Prof. M. Venkatarangaiya, M.A.

H® WORLD has become so in- 7:;and the United States come to some

terdependent to-day that mno
couniry can lead an isolated life.

“ This is all the more so in the case

of the middle and the smaller

States. This can be best illustrated

by what is happening at present in
cymn” ovakia and Poland, two of
the countries that suffered most at
the hands of Hitler.

CZECHOSLOVAKIA

Politically Czechoslovakia has
completely come under the domin-
ating influence of Soviet Russia. It
is now closely linked up with this,
her more powerful neighbour. As a
consequence of this it is being ruled
by a bloc of Communist parties and
there is no chance whatever of any
other parties exercising any influence
worth the name on the course of
events. True to type the Commu-
nist Government has taken to a
system of planned economy on the
Soviet model and is at present en-
gaged in putting into practical
effect a two-year plan which aims
at a large increase in the produc-
tion of coal, pig-iron, locomotives,
tractors, lorries, bacon, pork, cereals,
fodder, milk and eggs. But it is in
working out the plan that the de-
pendence of Czechoslovakia on the
richer countries outside is best
shown. This also shows the inter-
linking of national economy with
international politics. The execu-
tion - of the plan- involves heavy
capital expenditure. The finances
required cannot be raised through
the heavy taxation and the capital
levy to which the Government is
resorting. It hss therefore to bor-
row abroad. The United States
however is the only country to-day
that can lend to the needy nations
and she is not prepared to lend to
Czechoslovakia, mainly because of
her political connection with Soviet
Russia. It is only when the Soviet

kind of mutual understanding that
there is a chance of Czechoslovakia
getting the foreign loans she wanta,
This is all the more necessary for
her as she has to import from
abroad some of the raw materials
needed for her industries. Another
problem with which she is confront-
ed to-day is that connected with
the supply of skilled labour. Here
again is seen the connection be-
tween economics and pelitics. Be-
fore the war Czechoslovakia had
three millions of Germans in one of
her regions—the Sudetaniand. It
was because of this that Hitler
claimed the right to Intervene in
her internal affairs which ultfim-
ately led to her annexation. The
new Government has therefore come
to the conclusion that it should get
rid of the Germans if trouble is to
be avoided in future and has there-
fore embarked on a policy of whole-
sale deportation of these Germans
into Germany. This policy has now
been practically executed. “There
are no more German minorities in
the country. The political tension
has ceased. But this has created an
economic problem. It was the Ger-
mans of the Sudetanland that sup-
plied the large proportion of skilled
labour and the managerial ability
in the heavy industries of the
country. But she is now deprived
of all this. Al this is noted here
mainly with a view to illustrate the
interconnection between the econo-
mic progress of a country and the
political conditions obtaining in it.
Political intransigence will lead in
very many cases to economic im-
poverishment.

POLAND

In two or three respects there is a
similarity between post-war Czecho-
slovakia and post-war Poland. Poland
also has come under the dominant
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influence of Russia. She is also
governed by a Communist bloc. The
recent, elections the legality of which
the British and American Govern-
ments are still questioning, have
resulted in the Communist parties
sweeping the polls and the Peasant
Party favoured by the British and
Americans practically disappearing.
Announcing his foreign policy the
other day the new Prime Minister
declared that it would consist in an
alliance with the Soviet and in a
complete understanding with France.
As regards his attitude towards Bri-
tain and "America he was content
with enunciating a8 negative policy—
a policy of clearing the existing mis-
understandings. Of course this is
necessary if these two countries are
to recognise the new Polish Govern-

ment.

One of the greatest achievements
of Poland in the post-war period is
in connection with her ethnic pro-
blem. In Poland there were two ele-
ments which could not be completely
assimilated by the Poles. One was
the Ukrainian and the other was the
Jew. In the post-war settlement the
region occupied by the Ukrainians
was taken over by Russia and this
solved one of the ethnic difficulties
though it was not entirely on the
lines desired by the Poles. As regards
the Jews they were to a great extent

_exterminated by Hitler during the
days of the war. The Jews that es-
caped Hitler’'s massacres became the
victims of Polish anti-Semitism. But
it appeared as if the Poles would have
to face a new complication. In
compensation for the territories
ceded by her to Russia she was given
a large slice of Eastern Germany
inhabited by nearly six million Ger-
mans in the days before the war.
Of these nearly four millions ran
away to Central and Western Ger-
many along with the retreating
forces of Hitler in 1945. And what
the Poles did during the last
eighteen months was to deport the
remaining two millions to the west.
All this meant incalculable misery
and suffering to the deportees. But
the Poles carrlied out this task so
effectively and colonised all this
area with thelr own kinsmen that
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today it has become entirely Slav in
character. What till before the
war was a purely German territory
has now become a purely Slav ares.
The Poles were particular in doing
all this for two reasons. One is
that this area ls industrially a high-
ly developed one with vast mineral
resources and with rich agricultural
land. The other is that they wanted
to forestall those engaged in drafting
the peace treaty with Germany. By
making this region a Slav one they
have created the impression that to
restore it to Germany would be un-
desirable as it would result in Ger-
mans ruling over non-German Deo-
ples. How the peace-makers are
going to settle this question is one
of the subjects sure to arouse keen
controversy between the Soviet on
one side and the Anglo-Saxon

powers on the other.

PLANS FOR GERMANY

This is not the only complicating
factor in drafting the German peace
treaty. Other factors are becoming
prominent as discussions
In the course of last week the
French put forward a plan of their
own in this connection. It has
three features. One is the adminis-
trative integration of the S8aar with
France. It is not known exactly
what this integration really means
and how it differs from outright
annexation. The French are anxious
to press this as the S8aar is rich in
coal and as France requires coal for
her domestic and industrial consump-
tion. The second. feature is the
separation of the Ruhr and Rhine-
land from Germany at least for
economic purposes and placing the
region under an international com-
mission. The argument advanced
by the French in this connection is
that this is the richest industrial
area of Germany and it is this that
has enabled her to adopt an aggres-
sive military policy and involve the
world in two wars. If Germany is
to be prevented In future from be-
coming a military power the French
think that this separation and in-
ternationalisation are absolutely
necessary. Moreover they argue that
the rehabilitation of Burope is not

p‘oulbiounhu.thomommofths Palestine. As long as Arab unity

Ruhr are placed at the disposal of continues it will not be an easy
all EBuropean countries. A third . matter for Britain ur even the
feature of the French plan 4s the United Nations to force on Palestine
partition of Germany into a number & decision objected to by the Arabs.

of practically independent sovereign

‘States loosely knitted together into pCONOMIC CRISIS IN

8 confederation just like the one ™ ppyun oy

which existed in the eighteenth and
the nineteenth centuries until the During the last few days there

countries were unified under the pnaye peen talks of a National Coali-
leadership of Blsmark. It may be o Government coming into exis-
presumed that the French Would tonce in Britain. These have been

‘fight hard for thelr plan as they 4enjed by some of the prominent

feel that at the end of the first yempers of the Labour Party. But
world ‘war it was their vacillation appears as if the Conservative

" in these respects that proved fatal opposition is out to discredit the

to them. Labour Cabinet and create a situas
Among the other proposals regard- tion under which a Coslition Cabi-
ing Germany now being placed be- net may become inevitable. Much '
will depend on the success with

fore the Conference of the Depu-
3ies of Foreign Ministers is that for which the Labour Government will

the Internationalisation of the Kiel be able to overcome the acute eco-
Canal proposed by Denmark. Hol- nomic ecrisis with which the coun-

land is claiming certain territories try is faced today. The underlying .
cause of this crisis is shortage in

in order to safeguard her frontiers.
man-power. It has resulted in acute

THE ARAB LEAGUE coal shortage. This in turn has

Among the Arabs that are now brought about this week a shortage
participating in the London Pales- ©f electricity and in the cutiing of
tine Conference are representatives eleéctric supplies not only in respect
belonging to Palestine proper and ©Of domestic consumption but also of
those belonging to what is called the Industrial consumption. Owing to
Arab League. It is the presence of Sshortage in coal some of the indus-

the latter that gives real strength tries had to be closed wholly or
to the contentions put forward by partly. This means unemployment
the Arab Delegation. The Arab Lea- .in some cases. Apart from this it
7t will mean =a reduction in exports

gue is only a recent creation.
came into existence in 1944, The from the couniry and difficulties in-

British themselves have encouraged baying for imports. It is also ap-
its formation to a great extent. 52- prehended that a financial crisis
hind it there is the vague feeling may arise. In the midst of all these

the Conservatives

of Arab nationalism which has complications ;
grown in intensity in recent years. expect that Labour would by itself

Syria, Lebanon, Iraq, Saudi Arabja find it impossible to carry on the
and Egypt are all represented on it. Governmeni and would be compelled,

Among these Bgypt occupies a lead- as Ramsay Macdonald was com-
s LA pelled years ago, to negotlate. for

ing position. The failure of the
talks on Anglo-Egyptian treaty the formation of a National Gov-
revision has stiffened the attitude ernment. Reactionaries in England

of the Arab representatives towards as well as in India are earnestly
the schemes put forward by the Bri- hoping for such a turn in the course

tish In regard to the future of of events.



'WILKINSON: A CRUSADING -
DEMOCRAT

by N. R. BHUVARAHAN

NO OTHER WOMAN in British
polities in recent years fought
S0 gallantly for redressing’ the
balance of social good as Ellen Wil-
n. Her passing away removes

from the Labour Party not only a

sincere and staunch worker but a
admirable crusader who gave artil3
- culate expression to the woes of the
oppressed and the unprivileged all
over the civilised world. A democrat
to the core, she hated Fascism at
home as much as she disliked Im-
perialism and Nagism abroad. Like
all true democrats, she sympathised
with the freedom movements in the
eolonies, and often registered her
magistral protest against British
policy in India.

The daughter of g Manchester

. cotton operative, Ellen Wilkinson
went by progressive steps and scho-
ps from elementary school

and secondary school to the Man-
chester University where she secur-
ed a Master of Arts degree In His-
tory and Economics. She became
an ardent worker for women's suf-
frage and took a leading part in
the movement. When the move-
ment split over the war, she joined
the Women’s International League,
anr organisation which wags strong

In Manchester and which was op-

.posed to the war. During the Irish
“troubles” Ellen was soon on the
war path against the Black and
Tans and was in Cork when the
shooting was flerce. Afterwards,
she went to give evidence in the
United States. Her political life
proper began when the organisation
of distributive workers which after-
wards became known as the N. V.
D. A W. decided to nominate a
candidate for Parliament and chose
her by ballot. Ever since, she re-
mained the Secretary of the organ-
isation.

After standing unsuccessfully for
Ashton-under-Lyne Ellen entered
Parliament as Member for Middles-

borough in 1924. She made some-
thing of a sensation because of her

unorthodox ways and her audacity
and daring. Cartoonist loved to de-
pict a woman M.P. who was so small
and pert and irrepressible -and who

stood up so valiantly to the big -

guns. She continued to represent
Middlesborough until she lost her
seat with most other labour
members -in 1931. She was sub-
sequently returned as a member
for Jarrow in 1935 and continued to
represent it till her last days. Once
out of Parliament, she was ever
more busy, engrossed in her social
and political work. Apart from her
trade union activities and a visit of
inquiry to India with the Labour
Delegation (who produced a monu-
mental report about the repression
and exploitation of the British rul-
ing class in India called The Con-
dition of India published by the Es-
sential News, London) she discover-
ed herself as a highly successful
popular journalist, at the risk of
some criticism from Left-wing
friends who said she was selling
herself to the capitalist Press. But

it was Hitler who occupled most of -

her time. In Germany In March
1936, she scooped a story for the
old Sunday Referee. She had heard
from rather reliable sources that
Hitler was about to attempt his
Rhine coup. The problem was to
get the news out. She was a sus-
pected person and she knew her

telephone had been tapped. As there

was no other way, she decided to
chance it from her room in the
Hotel. She managed to pick the
right moment and was put through
to the Editor. She told him the
story, speaking into the telephone
under a pile of bed clothes so as
not to be heard in the next room.
The story caused a sensation and
after a few hours she left Berlin. -

Fervent Anti-Nazi

Having personally witnessed the
Nazi terror which followed the
Reichstag fire she became an inde-
fatigable worker and speaker for the

anti-Nazl cause. At that time her
flat in London was a centre of
organisation. and she spared no -
energy or time In rescuing exiles
from Germany and organising for
their relief. It was Ellen, more than
anyone else, who rudely awakened
the consclence of the British public
to the grim and crude realities 91'
Hitlerism. Reviewing Dr. Garrat’s
famous book “The Shadow of the
Swastika” she wrote: “The group in
British politics which has been
given the popular title of Cliveden
Set he rechristens as the Fabio-
Fascists less appealing, if more
accurate. In England, and possibly
in France since the fall of the Blum
Government, he says, it is the gra-

" dual infiltration of Fascist Ideas

to a Government of the rich which
l? more menacing than the British
Union of Fascists or the Croix de
Few”. To counteract the growth of
Fascist 1deas under the Black Shirts
ably led by Sir Oswald Mosley, she
became & member of the Left Book
Club started by Gollancz, Laski and
Strachey and organised a propa-
ganda campaign for the spread of
Socialist ideas. She said, “If a
democracy is effectively to “democ,
the voters must read something
other than newspaper headlines
shd the sports bulletins. Despite
the sneers against “having your
books chosen for you,” usually made
by those who get their books free
to review, the enterprise of Mr.
Gollancz has broken & bad old
taboo. And when all the possible
permutations and combinations of
the united front and the Soviet
Union, have been exhausted, those
to whom a wider world has been

- opened by the Left Book clup may

be allowed more varied
g::st?rl:s.” she was a frequent con-
tributor to “Time and Tide” the in-
dependent London weekly edited by
Lady Rhonda where she expressed
‘her views fearlessly.

Friend of Nehru

Ellen Wilkinson was a great friend
of Pandit Nehru and deeply sym-
pathised with the aspirations of the
. Congress in its freedom struggl{e
against  Britain. Reviewing Nehru’s
Autobiography in “Time and Tide”

in 1936 she wrote: “Oons!m the
closeness of the personal ties  be-
tween Britain and India, the num-
ber of people in this country who
have some relative or friend who
has served in India, it is curious how .
few Indian personalities are known
here. In the far south of India, at
a Raillwaymen’s meeting which I
attended in Madras, a Rallway guard
made a speech from the audience
which showed a detatled knowledge
of the doings of Mr. J. H. Thomas
but until Mr. Gandhi’s sartorial pre-
ferences caused him to appear in
the pages along with Mr. Charles
Chaplin, even that magnetic per--
sonality, who was rousing a sub-
continent to nation-consciousness,
was hardly known to the English
crowd.” Giving her impression of.
Nehru, Ellen proceeded: “Nehru, the
aristocrat, stands for the Indian -
masses against Indian landlords or
British administrators. This will
bring a new factor into the con-
fused scene of Indian polities. = If
Nehru is going to champion the
masses, the allles that gave finan-
cial and personal strength to Gan-
dhi will drift naturally to the Bri-
tish side, which will, at least, protect
their personal wealth and privileges.
The immediate task that Nehru sets
before himself is one that, coolly -
stated, as it is in this book, makes
any reader who knows India gasp.
Yet, perhaps, bigger world forces are.
working with Nehru than at present
we can see. Something has awaken-
ed across the vast plains of Asia.
From the Urals to Tokio big forces
have been unleashed and are lining
up for a struggle. I read this book
right through one night. Perhaps
one has to know something of India .
to realise the.full implications of its
quiet understatement. But Nehru
understands his problem. He is one
of the few popular leader-statesmen
of his time who do.” Surely, these
were prophetic words uttered ten
years ago and we have lived to see
them translated into action.

Visit to War-torn Spain

Germany was not the only con-
tinental country where the workers’
cause called for ardent advocacy
and active intérvention. Ellen was



one of a small party which 'went out
to Spain after the massacre of the
Asturian . miners who had rizen
against the bourgeols Governmment.
She did as much as anyone in Eng-
land to explain to popular audiences
the full danger of the growing
strength of Fascism in Europe. Later,
when the Spanish struggle had
turned into a bitter civil war, Ellen
was again an indefatigable leader,
visiting the battle ground on several
occasions with the Duchess of Atholl
and the late Eleanor Rathbone,
with Clement Attlee and Philip Noel-
Baker. She had several narrow
escapes. - Once a shell, exploding on
the road, hit the driver of her car.
She was unscathed. She returned to
fight the battle of the Spanish work-
ers and incidentally of demoeracy in
Europe, in the House of Commons
and on platforms all over England.
It is interesting to recall a particular
incident in which she played a great
part. “In a great hall in Paris a
huge Popular Front demonstration
had been called to protest against
General Franco's habit of bombing
open towns. The official speakers
were highly respectable; they in-
cluded Lord Cecil, Paul Boncour,
Pierre Cot and Marcel Cachin, the
French Communist leader. Some-
what unexpectedly, Passionaria, the
amazingly eloquent Spanish Com-
munist woman who had done so
mueh to rouse the Spanish workers
to resistance, also appeared on the
platform. All the audience wanted
to- hear her. But there was a pri-
vate agreement with the French
authorities, neutral in the struggle,
that Passionaria should not speak.
The audience yelled for her until the
platform speakers gave it up and
marched out. Ellen, always ready to
take the initiative, climbed on to the
platform and selzed the microphone.
The noise stopped. It was a great
moment. Unfortunately it was also
an anti-climax. Someone had
switched off the wicrophone.

Jarrow March

Most of Ellen Wilkinson’s life had
been devoted to the problem of im-
proving the condition of workers at
home. There were strikes, there was
the General Strike in 1928, there

was the great hunger march when
she led the workers of Jarrow te
demand their rights in London, and
there was a constant agitation
against the system that left ong of
the most thickly populated and
highly industrialised parts of Eng-
land derelict, because it did not pay
the employer to build the ships that
England badly needed.

" 'As one surveys this remarkable
career one realises that Ellen was &
better leader than a follower. She
could not help being a star and
taking more of the limelight than
some less enterprising colleagues
thought desirable. S8he made a
special place for herself in the

Labour Party as a sort of rebel

leader, who was yet the representa-
tive of a trade union, and who could
not be purged when other rebels
were turned out for association with
Communists. Ellen never forgot her
working class origin or for a moment
lost contact with the rank and file

of the movement. That had not pre-.

vented her from hobnobbing with

the rich and making friendly con-

tacts with those whose privileges she
bitterly attacked. Under the Coali-
tion Government, as Parliamentary
Secretary to the Ministry of Home
Security, her direct concern was the
condition of shelters, and Ellen was
often seen, during the heaviest
raids, driving from one shelter to
another. Later, under the Labour
Government, as Minister for Educa-
tion, she had a distinguished record
of work to her credit for the spread
of literacy and she was responsible
for several reforms in the educa-
tional system of England. Ellen
Wilkinson had brought off the diffi-
cult feat of being an established
trade union leader and member of
Parliament and becoming finally a
member of the Executive of the
Labour Party without ever being
seriously accused of getting out of

touch with the working class elector- -

ate which trusted her (faithfully.
Such a career is itself an interesting
commentary on the social system of

England, where born revolutionaries -

have the scope to express themselves
and get something useful done for
the workers,
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RECONSTITUTED M‘IL'K:

REGISTER .Now.'

The Government Milk Factory supplies first class milk reconstituted by
a special hygienic process from milk powder with the addition of vitamin A.

Sealed pint bottles Four annas per pint.

Price {Supply into customer’s } One anna six pies per

ollock.

vessels from sealed
can

The milk can be obtained from the following branches of the T.U.c.s.‘
Limited, Madras:

1. Chepask. 10. Gopalapuram.

2. Nungambakkam. 11. Alwarpet.

3. Mylapore L 12, T'Nagar I.

4 Mylapore II. 13. T'Nagar Ilil

5. 108, Big St., Triplicane. 16 T'Nagar .

6. Abiramapuram. 15. TNagar IV.

7. Royapettah L 16. Teynampet K.

8. Royapettah II. 17. .Madnvapuram.

9, Lakshmipuram. 18, Saldapet II Branch.

| tiing issued
holder to a guaranteed daily supply are being
by g,e“p:gveenrnnches to customers who register. COupoms‘are rﬁ da:::;
ent is made on taking the milk. There is a small deposit require

fl?c;’s? taking sealed bottles as security for return of bottle. _
recons milk be sold in retail at the Factory premises
in i in m:‘taotefemmenmwns (near Chingleput Collector’s omg)_
bet:‘elz:rthe hours of 6-0 a.m. and 9 a.m. and 3-0 p.m. to 5 p.m. at the
price mentioned above. R

ding one mon'
t be made in advance for a period not excee
] Ptatxynn;e?:rmt supply from the factory. Deposits in cash for the aupgly
:f x‘nnk will be received at the Factory Office between 11 a.m. and 6 p.m.
and a receipt given..

For other particulars, please apply to the Manager, Milk Factory, Madras.

The reconstituted milk is similar to that which has proved so popular in
Colombo.

lised . In the forenoon
milk is sold without coupons after 8-30 a.m
undUon:t.m. in the afternoon at T.U.C.8. branches.

PLEASE MAKE A TRIAL PURCHASE.
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NEW
DELHI
- DIARY

. by V. V.

( t():lc;x(:;stn:uted 25% of the baraat
’ egroom’s party) at g
recent Moslem wedding in Morada-
bad. We, the bridegroom’s party
. stayed at the house of Hakim Saheb,
2 prominent local Muslim Leaguer,
who had gone on a tiger hunt with
Lorq Linlithgow. Hakim Saheb does
gg;) speall:l Enigml;h, but is quite in-
ensable ocal tical -
sultations, - - poll eon

It may as well be confessed right
away that we had expected this
wedding to be different from Hindu
weddings which we had attended.
There was only one difference be-
tween them. In this wedding the
_bride and the bridegroom never sat
side by side. The bride’s father (in
this case it was the uncle, for the
father was ill) comes to the kazi
(priest) who is seated beside the
bridegroom and guests. The father
or uncle declares that he had ques-
tioned the bride as to whether she
was willing to marry this man.

Question: What was the reply?
Answer: There was no reply.

Two witnesses are similarly ques-
tioned, and they repeat that she was
questioned and that she did not
reply.

The marriage contract is then
signed by the bride’s guardian on
behalf of the bride and by the bride-
groom,

Apart from this, there is no differ-
ence whatever between our marriages
and their marriages. The psycho-
logy of the bride’s party was the
same, and the psychology of the
bridegroom’s party was the same.
The bridegroom’s party was the boss
of the show. There was the
appaginta pata (song sung when the
bride leaves for her new home—
known as the “entrusting song”),

PRASAD

and the shedding of tears by the
women and children as the bride
leaves for the rallway station.

All the young men who had come
to the wedding were either staunch
Muslim Leaguers -or Communists.
The Muslim Leaguers were many
and the Communists not so many.
The bride’s uncle, Maulana Badrul-
Hasan Jalali was the lone Con-
gress Muslim. He is a former Editor
of the Bijnor Medina, and a former
associate of Maulana Abul Kalam
Azad. He was never ruffled in argy-

- ment, and was ever anxious to

debate. Distinguished pressmen

* from Delhi like Zamir Siddigi (whose

brother was the bridegroom), and
Phanindra Bajpai (not to mention
myself) rarely visited Moradabad,
and they were all anxious to have
first-hand reports of Delhi doings.
As in all marriage gatherings, we
split ourselves into small discusston
groups.

Jalali Saheb was a match to any-
one in informal discussion. Zamir
Siddiqi is one of the best informed
Special Correspondents in Delhi and
we call him, half-seriously and half
in jest, a League spokesman. Zamir
knew for certain that the Muslim
League Working Committee at
Karachi would decide to keep out
of the Constituent Assembly. (This
was before the Karachi resolution
was passed. In faet our stay in
Moradabad coincided with the
Karachi meeting).

The possible alternative was that
the League would declare that the
present Constituent Assembly was &
Congress body, and set up another
Constituent Assembly that would
really and truly be a League body.
1t is quite possible that they would
frame their own constitution and

place 1t before Pariiament. Moulans

Jalali Dointed out-that the parallel
was the Simon Commission Report,
which was officlal and the Nehru
Committee Report, which was net.
Parliament proceeded on the basis
of the Simon Report. Similarly,
sald the Maulana, the. Constituent
Assembly representing -all- sections
and partles except the Muslim Lea-
gue was a statutory body. The Muslim
League could come in whenever
they cared to. The Muslim League's
Constitution-making Committee was
not a statutory Committee. The
question really would be one of ad-
missibility. It was possible for the
Constituent Assembly’s constitution
to be placed before the.British Par-
ltament, but there was no provision
for admitting the Muslim League’s
eonstitution.

* Again and again I heard the re-
mark that the best thing for all
concerned is Congress-League Coall-
tion Ministries in all Provinces.
Everyone was upset at the large-
scale killings of Muslims by Hindus
and Hindus by Muslims. The im-
pression that they all had was that
the League was anxious to have
Cosalition Ministries but that the
Congress' did not want Coalitions.
Only Jaleliji sald: “The Coneress
was in favour of Cosalition Minis-
tries. They wanted the right to
nominate on their behalf anyone
they chose. There should be no
restriction against their choosing
Muslims if they liked. The Muslim
League wanted that the Congress
should nominate only non-Muslims.”

Maulana Jalali’s is a stout heart.
He is like a conscientious objector in
a community at war. He has denied
himself material riches for the sake
of the right to feel what he thinks.

Such men as this are rare. Maulana
Saheb -truly ought to be"in thé Con- -
gress Working Committee. ~
This marriage has further weaken- -
ed the two-nation theory. An op-
portunity of this kind to study Mus- .
Hm life, living in their midst, rarely
occurs in these days. Mr. K. C,.
Neogy told me the other day how
he recently met a Muslim  friend
after a lapse of twenty years.
It was not possible now even to
visit each other’s houses whenever
there is slight tension.  When we
meet, sald Neogy, we talk and talk,
but there are mental reservations
on both sides. The same story was
told by a Pathan youth at the wed-
ding. His best friend is a Hindu.
A few months ago when there was
tenston in Moradabad, the Hindu
friend had asked him what would
happen if he had stayed for the
night at the Pathan’s house. 'The
Pathan youth replied that it would
be the same thing as would happen
if the Pathan stayed at his house..
It was not the friends that would
kill each other but total strangers.

One of the talented daughters of
Madras, a niece of Minister Rukmini
Lakshmipathi, is the Principal of the.
Girls’ College in Moradabad. She is -
Shrimati Sarojini, and we talked
about the nutrition content of vege-
tables. For the bride’s party had
taken any amount of trouble to
provide me with vegetarian fare,
They at first suspected that I re-
garded them as mlechchas (in-
fidels), and had suggested that if I
had any objection to eat with them
they would arrange with their
family friend Dr. Triveni to have
dinner at his place. They were glad
to note that vegetarianism was not
synonymous with orthodoxy.

The “Holy Ganges” in which pilgrims bathe at Hardwar is only

the regulated irrigation canal, and not the rhain river. The anicut is
. goms distance ‘above’ Hardwar. The main river can be reached b

rowing across the canal and walking a few minutes. :



- U. 5. PRESS COMMENTS ON

INDIA

SEE in many papers here the full

text of Pandit Nehru’s resolution -

on independence adopted by the In-
dian Constituent Assembly. Also edi-

torially it has been commented at .

length. A typical editorial runs
thus: “By adopting unanimously
Pandit Nehru’s resolution to pro-
claim India as an independent
sovereign republic, the Constituent
Assembly at New Delhi has taken a
Step away from the British Common-
‘Wealth' of Nations. The ultimate
éffect of this action depends on how
far the volce of the Assembly is the
real voice of the Indian peoples. It
is undoubtedly that of the leaders
of the dominant Hindu majority.
The Moslem League 1s still boycotting
the Assembly. If is the claim of the
League that no binding constitution
ean be drafted without the consent
of the Moslem minority, a ¢laim sup-

ported by Great Britain. Islam in

India ineludes a quarter of the popu-
‘lation of the peninsula. The Princely
States, representing another large
segment, sre alzo unrepresented in
the Assembly. Yet independence is
a magic word in India, even among
the Moslems g8 it is among all the
peoples of Asia who have experienced
colonial rule. Nehru and his Con-
gress Party are proceeding on the
theory that in the end independence
will prove to be a binding force on
the disputing religious factions of
his: own natlons. Mr. Nehru, s
determined fighter, talks vigorously
of ‘freedom, independence and lea-
dership of an aroused East, but more
vaguely of cooperation both with
Britain and Indian minorities. He
has found the Moslem League
equally determined. He invited the
League delegates to join the Assem-
bly whenever they care to come, but
they seem unlikely to do so. Appa-
rently before India can function as

an independent and sovereign re-

public the Congress party will have
to make more concessions to gelf-
government by the minorities than

"

-~ “PARADOXES MORE FERTILE THAN PEOPLE”
" (From Our New York Correspondent)

it is thus far inclined to do. It may
be too that before India divorces
herself completely from the British
Commonwealth she will ind it 80 her
advantage to retain some of the
links which other members have
found s0 beneficial. At the moment
the trend is all the other way. But
a8 separation nears, the difficulties
which confront a new nation rising

from its cradle to walk alone may
be more clearly seen.”

Boss Patel

All newspaper stalls are here pro-
minently displaying a coloured ple-
ture of Bardar Patel. It is on the
front page of Time magazine. The
cynical young men of Time appraise
the Indian situation and the Sardar
this way: : '

- Gandhi’s toes were blistered. As
he walked the flower-strewn paddy-
fleld paths of eastern Bengal,
through lines of Hindus and Mus-
lims who wept and knelt to touch
his bandaged feet, other Hindus
and Muslims in distant Bombay
chopped at each other with long
knives.

While Gandhi preached love and
non-violence to the Bengalis, an old
jallbird .named Vallabhai Patel,
who calls himself “a blind follower
of Gandhiji” and whom the British
Raj had imprisoned eight of the
past 16 years, had 40 Indian Com-
munists, whom he hates, clapped
into jail.

_In short, everything was as usual
in India, where the people are more
fertile than the land and the para-
doxes are more fertile than the
people. India’s pullulating contra-
dictions obscured the view at a mo-
ment when it was more important
than ever that the world under-
stand what was- going -on 1in the
seething sub-continent.

On the 17th anniversary of the
Indian Congress’ Purna Swaraj

Cover Page of Time

(complete independence) resolution

of Jan. 26, 1939, India was gimost
completely free of Britain but in

danger of lapsing into anarchy. The

infant country faced these pro-
blems, among others: . _ a
een the Hindu an
Mfs?it;:ed commuﬁes, which flared
last August into the Great Calcutta
Killing when 6,000 died, has now
hardened into a grim struggle over
P g, alli od
ising prices and falling produc-
ti::‘ hﬁvf intensified the conflict
between millions of the poorest and
some of the richest people in the
world. Strikes are bubbling all over
India. Communist power is rising.
The Congress Party is likely to split
into right and left groups and the
Muslims face a similar division.
While Gandhi continues to attack
industrialization, some of his most

devoted followers go ahead with
plans to make India the industrial

heart of Asia.

Freedom for India does not affect
the princely states, where 93 million
(25 per cent.) Indians live. These
are more or less despotically ruled

by an anachronistic group of

"power for India.

rinces who have, oi the d@verage,

gleven titles, 5.8 wives, 12.6 chil-
dren and 3.4 Rolls-Royces. Sooner
or later a free Indian natien will
have to deal with them; right now -
the Communists are advocating exe
pulsion of the princes. :

Power Is The Spur

To bring under control this vast
interplay of seemingly irresistible
forces and immovable bodies would
take more than the fanaticism of
Muslim Leaguer Mohamed Al Jin-
nah, more than Jawaharlal Nehru's
eloguent idealism, more, perhaps,
than Gandhi’s combination of mys-
ticlsm and manipulation.  India
needed an organizer. It had one.
Gandhi listened to God and passed
on his political ideas to Vallabhal
(rhymes with “I'll have pie”) Patel;
Patel, after lstening to Gandht,
translated those ideas into intensely
practical politics. . .

Patel has no pretentions to saint-
liness or eloquence or fanaticism.
He is, in American terms, the Poll-
tical Boss. Wealthy Hindu " and
Parsi industrialists (like ©. H.
Bhabha, Patel’s son’s employer, who
has just become Works, Mines and
Power Minister) thrust huge cam-
paign funds into his hands. With
their money, Congress Party pat-
ronage, and ceaseless work, he has
built & machine that touches every
one of India’s conflicts. In every
fight his objective is the same—

"As Home and Information Minis-
ter of the new Central Government,
as boss of the Congress Party, Patel
represents what cohesive power
Free India has. This cinder-eyed
schemer is not the best, the worst,
the wisest or the most typical of
India’s leaders, but he is the -easiest
to understand, and on him, more
than on any man, except Gandhi,
depends India’s chance of surviving
the gathering storms.

- e
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RATIONALE OF TRAVANCORE
.~ REFORMS |

by POLITICUS

- “In the last analysis, democracy

means the supremacy of the popular

will on basic questions of social
. direction and policy.”

" The momentum that a general
election gives to popular will and
strength has been recognized to be
great. Every election is an experi-
ment, no, a forward step in political
education.

- Much more 5o is a general election
based on unive:sal adult franchise—

a system chosen in the Travancore

Reforms, and not yet introduced in
any other part of India. The can-
didates for the Legislature have to
go to every adult, male and female,
and -seek his or her suffrage.

_And’ what a Legislature is that
of Travancore to be? Not just a body
that can make laws on certain sub-
jects, but one whose elected Execu-
tive Committees will be in close, con-
tinuous and constant contact and
association with the executive ad-
ministration and policy of the coun-

try.

SIGNIFICANCE OF ADULT
SUFFRAGE

If membership of the Legislature
is a privilege, it is a greater privilege
to be elected to the six Executive
Committees; and you can’t get into
them without first getting into the
Legistature. It is only natural that
the ablest and the most public-
spirited should seek to win places in
these bodies.

-~ Aspirants to these positions
will naturally do a lot of politi-
cal, economic and social pamph-
leteeriny and lecturing; and the
political consciousness of the
Travancoreans, already high, is

ceztain to be greatly stimulated, -

and shall we hovpe, informed and
enlightened, making f.urther Re-
forms a matter of tnme?

k{3

That is the great significance of.

universal adult franchise, a feature
that is bound to make the Travan-
core Legislature sui generis in India.

Our reasons for hoping that a
general election to the Legislature,
that its functioning for a term—
four years—will per se lead to tre-
mendous political education an
power are these: -

(a) The State has a highly literate
population;

(b) There is also a very large class
of well-educated and politically-alive
people; o

(¢) And, the area as well as the
people are compact and form &
homogeneous entity.

If you have adult franchise for the
Legislature and make it wholly
elected and make no other changes,
that alone will be a measure of far-
reaching significance, a measure
whose beneficial effects on the
strengthening and enlightening of
the popular viill are certain to be
profound.

LATENT FORCES

But the Travancore Reforms do
not stop with that. They are valu-
able for two reasons: One, their good
features; Two, (which partly arise
out of One) the tendencies that are
inherent and latent and that are

bound to be gradually and rationally -

released for the purpose of putting
an end to even those aspects which
may now seem rather unsatisfactory.

Let us take the first set first; the
pride of place naturally goes to the
one mentioned above—the nature of
the franchise. The idea of the Gov-
ernment, as given expression to by
the dynamic Dewan, seems to be to
support a scheme of delimitation of
constituencies in which “no one
should be under the necessity of pos-
sessing either a motor-car or even &
push cycle for the purpose of can-

vassing.-his constituency. The con-
stituencies will therefore be five
miles or seven miles in length and
no more;..a man standing for elec-
tion should be able to walk to the
house of every potential voter and
get his support.”

“Secondly, future Travancoré will
not .touch with a barge polé¢ that
bane of British Indian legislatures,
namely communal electoratés and
weightages—the accursed system to
which can be traced all our difficul-
ties including the latest 3,600-word
wrong-headed obstructionism eman-
ating from Karachi. Travancore has
decidéd not to sow the wind and
later reap the whirlwind.

wThree: All the members of both the
Houses of Legislature are to be
elected. There is to be no one
“nominated”. There will be no offi-
cial bloc either.

Four: The Legislature is not a
mere law-making body; it will have
a substantial - measure of control
over  administrative policy through
its six Executive Cominittees.
.Mve: The Judiciary will be ab-
solute, independent of the pressures
of the Legislature or the Executive.

Thus: Of the three most im-
‘portant and famous wings of a
modern democratic State, name-
ly, the Legislature, the Judiciary
and the Executive, the first two
are beyond the slightest shadow
of doubt very satisfactory indeed,
trider the proposed Travancore
constituticnal reforms.

There has been some criticism of
the third wing—the Executive part
only.

NOT AS IT SEEMS

_ Even here shrewd political obser-
vers can notice that the situation is
really much better than what it
seems to be to the superficial. In
the first place, the Executive is not
so “irremovable” or so “irresponsi-
ble” as some people are prone to
imagine. It is true that the Dewan
still remains the chief executive and
holds office during His Highness’s

pleasure and is not dismiscible by a

vote of the Legislature. It is also
true that he has subctantial powers
of “veto” and “certification”.

’

Y

. But,is it Bmy-mga:,m
whio repeatedly forfeits the con--
fidence of or is repeatedly “cen- - .
suzed” by the Legislature or whe -

- frequenily resorts to veto and

cestification, is allowed " to con<

tinue in cffice by a wise Ruler?

And let us remember that every

time the veto power is used; the

grounds of the veto must be
publicly stated. And granting,
for the sake of argument, that

. this unusual deadlock does deve«

. lop, can the chief executive keep
.glued to the office when _the
democratic forces represented by -
a Legislature based on universal
suffrage assert themselves?

After all;- the final and effective
sanctions are those that are derived
from the pepular will. Is it fair fo
imagine that the popular will-as
rep.esented by the voters and the
Legislature and the Executive Com-
mittees will all be flouted time and
again? Is it wise to .condemn the
whole scheme, with two of its parts
in almost perfect condition, on the
ground of - this needless apprehen-
sion about the third part, the Execu-
tive? . ’ -

WHEN THE “VETO”

Sir C. P. Ramaswami Afyar in his
statement to the Sri Mulam Assem-
bly on the 4th Februpry 1846, inter
alia: ST

“The Committees are not, there-

fore, adwvisory in the ordinary
gsense but executive committees. It
is only in rare instances, for rea-
sons of paramount policy, where
Government find it unable to say
“yes,” that they will exercise their
power of veto. It is impossible to
get rid of the power of veto for
reasons into which I need not
enter, but if the head of -the ad-
ministration or anybody in his
place resorts’to a series of inter-
mittent, and periodic and ‘frag-
mentarv vetos. then His Highness
may tell the head of the adminis-
tration ‘Please go home and look
after some other business which
will be more congenial to you and
to me’. . '

As another seasoned statesman,
Sir N. Gopalswami Ayyangar, ob-
served in this connection:

M.



“Whmever the bewan finds him-
qelr‘ unuble to accept or acquiesce
in a decision agreed to by both
Houses, he will presumably submit

it with his views to the Ruler, If -

the Ruler agrees with the Dewan,
he, will veto the -decision of the
Legislature. If, however, the Ruler
agrees with the Legislature, the
Dewan must either submit to the
Ruler’s decision and carry on; or
if he considers the matter to be
one. of such importance that he
tould not compromise himself on
the issue, he would of course have
to wn

.“The vorklnx of a fixed execu-
tive in this manner is by no means
a negation of responsible govern-
ment; though the Dewan will in
theory be responsible only to the
Ruler, his functioning on the lines
I have guessed will indirectly en-
force his responsibilities to the
Legisiature also.”

And who can say that 8ir N.
Gopalswami Ayyangar has guessed
wrongly? .

ACCEPT THE “ASSURANCES”

The ‘assurances’ of the Viceroy
that the Governors would not exer-
cise their “reserve” powers arbitra-
rily and make provincial autonomy
a farce were accepted by the Indian
National Congress, and they accepted
office in the seven provinces in 1937.

" Are-not the public “assurances” of
the Executive of Travancore worthy
of equal consideration? Here are the
Dewan’s words:.

“If the Dewan is not able to get
on with the Legislature he is liable
to be removed.... It is the inten-
tion of His Highness’ Government

. “that the Committees should work
together and have joint consulta-
tlons in matters of common con-
sideration. In other words the
whole Government has been hand-
ed to the Legislature and the
Committees. They have to deve-
lop their conventions. Assuming
that the proposed scheme works
well, there is nothing to prevent
His Highness nominating his
Dewan from the Legislature. The
next step may be to make his
nomination dependent on the good-
will of the Legislature, but that is
a matter which will have to be
decided on the success of the pre-
sent scheme.”

Thus the next two steps to make
the political picture perfect—a thing
that has not yet happened in amy
other part of India—have also been
clearly indicated. May the three
great branches of the body politic,
the Executive, the Legisiature and
the Judiciary, act with strength and
wisdom so that by accommodation,
tolerance and practical good sense,
modern . Travancore may reach the

next two steps indieated above ta -

record time.

The observatory at Kodaikana] has international contacts and reputa-
tion. It enjoys a larger number of clear mornings (when the sun
could be -photographed in its various aspects) than many other obser-

" vatories in the world. Sir James Jeans has used many Kodaikanal

Mpmo!memnmhuweu-knownbook “The Stars in their

-

* »

‘Sneh’ In Sanskrit means both friendskip and the quality of lubricity.
The latter is the primary significance of the root ‘sneh’. Friendship
between two persons is possible only when the machinery of the relation-
ship between them is well lubricated.... What profound thinkers word-
colners in the old days have been!

TWO DAYS ‘WITH CEYLON ESE
CRICKETERS

by N. 8. RAMASWAMI -

V. LUCAS has a jolly poem on
* going to a cricket match. His
here was elated because he was him-
self playing. Though I did not
enjoy this privilege, I was by no
means downcast recently when I set
out for Chepauk to witness the
eclipse of cricket in Madras.

It had been my proud boast that
I had not missed a single day of a
cricket match of any importance in
Madras in the last ten years. But
a3 one grows older, one comes under
the shadows of life, of which Words-
worth has spoken so movingly,
more and more frequently. The
decline began last year when I was
unable to witness the first day of
the “Test” match between India
and Hasseit’s Australians. It grew
acute when the recent Inter-Univer-
sity match on the Loyola College
grounds was played without my pre-
sence. . The pain was great when
I was usured that I had missed an
Amarnath-like innings by Rege. But
the crown of sorrow was reached
when- I found myself unable to wit-
ness the play on the first day of the
match between South India and.
Ceylon. The cup of anguish over-
flowed when I was informedthat I
had missed an innings by Satha-
sivam which, while being a com-
bination of the genius of Amarnath
and Musthaq All, transcended both
of them.

"It was, therefore, with savagery

. of spirit that I took my seat in the

stands on the second day of the
fixture. Sathasivam, a frail-looking
player, came out to resume the in-
nings with Spittel, a man of burly
aspect with murderous intentions
on the bowlers. But the latter's
tenure at the crease came to an in-
glorious end when he played over
a yorker from Rangachari and had
two of his stumps scattered to the

far ends of the earth.

One of the recommendations of
Rangachari’s bowling is, or rather

was, the emphatic nature. of the
dismissal of his opponents. Every-
body has read of Lockwood and-
Richardson sending honest bank
holiday crowds at the Oval into
ecstasies of delight when blowing -
away wickets as if they were chaff.
Those recollections were .realised in
the flesh a few seasons ago when
Rangachari hammered away the
wickets of many a Mysore batsman,
and a little later, subjecfed the
mighty Compton himself to this
indignity. But those days are:past,
and he is not the strength that he.
once was. But for a brief second:
the crowd rejoiced exceedingly in.
t.he return of grace.

Heyn, the dapper Captain, joined
Sathasivam, and subjected the long-
suffering South India bowlers fo.
another big partnership. But by
then nobody had an eye for figures.
They waited for the great batsman
of the previous day fo blosspm. Alas,
it was not forthcoming. Sathasivam.
added to his total, but there was no

vintage of batsmanship no- stroke

which lfted man from" the dtll
vapours of life. He showed a pro-
per contempt for the ludicrously in-
efficient bowling and made his runk -

much as he pleased. But there was
no hint of Amarnath, much less of
Musthag Ali, in his strokes. What-
ever might have. been his perform-
ance; on the first day, his 218, the
ground record score, - was the
triumph of artisanship over artistry.

I had been present when Hard-
staft retired to the pavilion with
218 runs to his credit, after being
caught by Gopalan at mid-on off
G. Parthasarathy. That this great
innings should now be displaced as
the record is s matter for sorrow,
although records are undoubtedly
abominations of desolation. The re-
collection of the auburn-haired bats-
man making exquisite strokes to all
quarters of the ground with aston-
ishing ease is one which will never



die. . ‘It was, technically speaking, a

revelation of the: majesty -of baek--

play, 80 long. in India mistaken for
dullness and ineffectiveness, Nothing
in the 4innings of Sathasivam ap-
proached the lyricism of that dis-
play.

~..The Ceylon Captain hesitated so
tong in declaring that one suspeeted
that his bhowling strength was by no
means formidable. When it came-on
view with the.ever-green Johnstone
and the impetuous Shyamsundar
opening the innings of. South India,
one. realised that Heyn was fully
justified. Nothing that Spittel or
Wijesinghe produced was likely to
cast - terror into any reasonably ac-
complished batsman. The latter,
indeed,  endeavoured to introduce
variéty in his method of attack, but
the fact that he'failed to secure
even a single wicket in a @isplay of
inept batting tells its own tale. The
matter did not seem to improve when
Heyn himself came on. With a
curiously halting delivery, he bowled
off-spin. He was by no means im-
pressive, though he did gain two
victims by the method so well known
to all spin bowlers of varying a top-
spinner with a break. The match
seemed destined to end guletly in a
draw. when the astonishing inepti-
tude .of the latter South India bats-
men surrendered it to their op-
ponents.

. The agents of this destruction
were de Kretser and de Zoysa, both
varied bowlers of spin. The former
was a raffish looking individual, who
braved the Madras sun with inade-
quafe shirting. The latter, though
manifestly young, appeared bowed
down with the weight of his skill,
for as Mr. Neville Cardus wrote of
Verity, he played “with an academic
mien”. I was glad at his success,
tor he.deserved it. Unaided by his
companions for the most part, he

bowled untiringly and penetratingly.
-As- was {6 be-expected,-he ‘was-the
destroyer of unscientific playe:a like

. Frank and Ghulam Ahmad,

An old friend remains. What
pleasant memories Madras crowds
have of Jayawickreme! He had no
reason, on his first appearance here,
to be pleased with the ground. For,
he was, if I remember aright, the
third victim of Gopalan’s celebrated
hat-trick against Dr. Gunasekara’s
team In the days gone by N. 8.
Joseph played back to an off-break
of perfect length, and had his mid-
dle stump thrown out of the ground.
Schockman, the wicket-keeper and
8 left-hand batsman, received a leg-
break on the same wicket. Then
came Jayawickreme, a young bats-
man of considerable promise. Alas,
another off-break completely de-
feated him, and the crowd went
mad. He has, however, amply
redeemed that failure as much in
the spirit of the game as in the
numerical value of his subsequent
innings.

When Gopalan was violently
caught by Heyn at shortmid-on
after lifting de Zoysa to the straight-
fleld for a four which the umpire
was stampeded by the vociferous
erowd into signalling as a six, a sort
of twilight seemed to descend on.
cricket in South India. Incompe-
tence, bad tactics, and lack of imagi-

nation (it is to e observed that John-

stone, Ashgar Ali, Gopalan, and
Alva are excepted from these critical
observations) had converted a pos-
sible draw into a crushing defeat.
When will we learn the invaluable
lesson that “the term ‘stonewaller’
is not to be taken as & derogatory
term. A great part for a cricketer
to play is the Stonewall Jackson
part; it is an herole part?” .. ..

“. " @. B.8. says, “Marriage is a ghastly public confession of a strictly

"~ private intention.”

Golden Jubilee Souvenir: Sri Ramanas-
ramam. (Published by Sri Niranja-
nanda Swamy, Sarvadhikarl, Sri Ra-
manasramam, Tiruvannamalai, South
India. Price, Rs. 10).

We welcome this handsome volume
of tributes to the Msaharshi from far
and wide, in commemoration of his fifty
years of thapas in Tiruv: .
The get-up is excellent, and there are

. innumerable coloured pictures of the

Maharshi in diverse Dpostures, which
will gladden the hearts of all wl}o
know him—and who in South India
does not? The story of the boy who
played the truant from home in search
of the true self, and steadfastly pur-
sued his goal in the face of all vicis-
situdes, has passed into legend in the
Tamil country, and reads like a modern
version of the Puranic Dhruva. He
teaches the classical Upanishadic doc-
trine of the Absolute Self which is not
different from the Nirguna Brahman,
and is beyond all limitations of name,
form and quality. This doctrine is
doubtless dificuit to understand and
practise; what it amounts to precisely
is best gathered from the doings of the
Manarshi himself, as testified to by the
grateful souls who have come under

. his -yvegenerative iInfluence; we may

mention in particular the accounts of
Eleanor Pauline Noye (Page 309), of the
‘self-styled devotee’ (Page 320), and of
Mr. Pande of Nepal (Page 152). These
and similar accounts appear to shew
that the Absolute Self, albeit it is de-
fined negatively as Neti, has a very
positive role in Karma and Karma
Yoga. To explain this role, it is to be
observed that a self which has clothed
itself- by a personality with certain
canalised. interests and outlook, has by
that very fixation lost its original crea-
tive suppleness; if in a momentary
glimpse of its self-hood, it asserts its
inborn prerogative of creation, its effort
is either blocked en masse by the iner-
tia of its -Adhar, or its work is deform-
ed and falsified by the vasanas and pre-

‘ferences of its ego. The only rational

way of resolving this dilemma is to
practice the withdrawal of the self from
the particular personality it has put
forth, to achieve in consciousness the
dissolutions of the individual formations

—in other words to retire into the Ab-
solute Self which transcends all detere
minatons; only so can the suppleness be
regained. According to the Maharshi this
Absolute Self beyond determinations is
to be sought in the heart; it i8 no
doubt an arduous task to pursue for
years and to possess the convergent
movement into the heart which lands
one into the Absolute—a task for the
spiritual hero, the Dhira. But the
Manarsni for all his meekness is a
warrior at the core; his famous Uliathu
Narpathu reads very much like the curt
military appraisal of a master tactician
planiung a decisive coup. X

It has been the rare good fortune of
the Tamil counuy to harbour within a
short distance of each other two such
world-teachers as the Maharshi and
Sri Aurgbindo. Many are puzzied by
the difference in tneir modes of life,
and wonder what exactly is the differ-.
ence between their teachings. In one
sense, the difference is much less than
what appears on the surface. It is
true that while both teach the one vast
Spiritual Reality, the Apsolute Brah-
man beyond all determinauons, as the
basis and continent of all existence,
Sri Aurobindo often goes out of his
way to disavow any sympathy with
acosmism, but many passages in the
Mabarshi's writings read like Maya-- -
vada. This must be recognised as
necessitated by tne logic of .the subject
matter, 1or, the Maharshi is not an
illusionist. The nature of the Brah-
man and Brahmic knowledge can only
be conveyed by maintaining with San-
karacharya that the world, as worid,
(that is, as perceived and understood
by men in general or before -Brahmic
knowledge) is an illusion, but, as
Brahman, is real;—meaning that, in-
fact, the world subsists in, and consists
of, the Brahman, as a formation there-
of. S8imilarly the logic of the Nirgu-
nam necessitates the stress on its lack
of determination, and its characterisa-
tion by pure negation; a similar situ- .
ation arises in higher mathematics,
when one starts with an abstract class
of elements of undefined nature, ¢on-
nected by certain abstract relations
satisfying assigned postulates, and pro-
ceeds to hulld a theory—pretending ail
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while that ‘one does not know what
is talking about, nor whether what
is saying is true’ To call the bluft
: purpose, the in-
telligent man must enqguire in both
cases ‘why bother with undetermined
entities?’; and the patent answer is
‘precisely because the undetermined is
capable of multifarious determinations,
and by knowing it in itself, all its de-
terminations are also known.'.

But withal, a oertain real difference
between the quality and the orienta-
tion of the two teachings must be re-
cognjsed. Sri° Aurobindo’s teaching,
founded as it is, on the one Supreme
Brahman, is an extended synthesis,
wrought with warp and woof of many
strands, round the central spinal
column of a Karma Yoga, raised to
such a pitch that it can no longer be
called Karma Yoga, but only the In-
tegral Yoga; for, the lowest rung of
Karms Yogs is ethical or moral action,
the next rung is the ignorant ritualis-
tic action—Vihitam Karma—higher than
that is the Spiritual Karma Yoga of
offering all actions to the Divine Self
in the heart of man and becoming his
instrument, taught by the Gita. But
the Gita, bound as it is to its context,
cannot and does not capture the atmos-
phere, the sense and the sentiment, of
the vast, the universal, the ceaseless

¥
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creative: activity of the Satchidananda

labouring in the evolutionary world-
process, . It 15 only the Veda with ifs
delicate psychological sensibility, its

ideal of the completely frontalised per-:

ception of the Real, and its instrument
of the potent world delivered directly
from the Brahman, that is adequate
for this purpose. It i3 to the Veda
that we owe the clear recognition of
the purpose of the human evolution as
the achievement of ‘immortality’'—At-
manatwa—as an established level of
conscious function, instead of merely a

. potentiality implicitly hidden in the

Brahman. The corresponding modality
of . consciousness is called by Sri Auro-
bindo ‘the super mind’ and its descent
and establishment in the human being
is explicitly put forward as the aim
and the ideal of his Integral Yoga.
While this teaching of Sri Aurobindo
erected a8 the culmination of a vast
synthesis may be viewed as a com-
mentary on the mahavakyam,—Sarvam

_Khulvidam Brahma (the whol> world is

the Brahman) — the concentrated
of the Maharshi has as

_teaching
its refrain . the other mahavak-

yam, Ekameva Adwiteeyam. Brahma.
Bignificant of this is the fact that the

ideal in the Maharshi's teaching fe—
not the potent revelatory Brahmic
Word, but the uiter stlence. Speech is
the most characteristic feature -of
humen consciousnegs, and as explain-
ed in the Mantra Shastra, its genesis
and meaning are profoundly symibolic
of the one Reality flowering into mul- -
tiple being. The level of consciousness
which the Maharshi urges one to real-
ise is that massed-up ingathered pre-

. creative and proto-creative level in

which there is no trace of auditory or
visual elements; once this level is pos-
sessed, creation is no longer something
to be strained at, it becomes the normal
nature of Action. :

The indigenous science of this ooun-
try is Atma Vidys, the science ef the
self—whose first discoverer or expounder
is Yajnavalkya of the Upanishads;
undoubtedly it is the highest of- the
sciences, as the explicit self-conscious-
ness in man is not only the highest
of the values manifested in natural
evolution, but the basis of every other
concejvable value. Many spiritual
teachers in India have taught and pro-
pagated Atma Vidya in various forms
and at various levels. and thereby not
only brought solace and comfort to in-
numerable suffering individual selves,
but buttressed them up in the difficult’
and dangerous situation of life. One
can however- hardly ‘escape the -impres-
sion that the Indian Atme Vidya has
not yet matured sufficiently for achieve-
ments above this individual level, -that
it has been unable to make contacts .
with the . Interests germane to the

State-self. In spite of all controversies

of the relative values of the Individual-
versus the State, the fact remains- that
the State-self functions as a protective
over-self in relation to the individuals
composing it, affording them the con-
ditions for their development and ful-
filment. The State-self is concerned
::lt: the pursut of  the following
es: :

(1) Technology of productloh. in-
dustry and manufacture.

(2) Branches of science connected
with Medicine and Education.

(3) General scientific knowledge re-
lating to the Earth :gfl the
Visible Universe. .

I, as is claimed in Yajnav a’
teaching to Maitreyi, ‘all thi’s isuvl:yril;
the Atman,’ then the systematic pursuit
of Atma Vidya should result in far-
tecaching contributions to the pur-
boses of the State-self. As a matter of
fact, we have records of what &ppear



to be fundamental discoverles in these
realms, In some of the cryptic utter-
ances of the Indian scriptures. For ex-

" . ample, the doctrine of the panchabhutas

can only be interpreted as the claim
of a final resolution of the problem of
-the structure of matter and atomic
energy. The Ayurveda seems to be
based on a real understanding of the
. ‘pature of the vital mechanism and of
- disease. The degree of knowledge of

plani-life displayed in the matera
medica of the Ayurveda seems to be-
Jdong to a level of consciousness higher
than human. The Vedic Rishis talked
of ‘worlds’ and their astronomical des-
orix_)tiom seem t0 be as much psycho-
logical a&s astronomical. The modern
Indian who appears to be the degener-
- ate descendans of a virile race, 18 un-
able to make any sense out of these
Adhyatmic records of the past, or to
relaie them to what passes for Science
at the present day. If Atma Vidya is
the bread of life not only for the in-
dividual but also for the race, then the
most urgent problem for Indian spiritu-
ality at the present day is the recovery
of the body of knowledge concealed in
the scriptures, to make it available for
the daily utilities of social life. It is
no doubt an arduous task to possess
and systematise spiritual knowledge to
. the level of the ancients; indeed, on
the standards of a Viswamitra, Afty
years' thapas is nothing. But unless
this can be done in modern India, no
very glorious future can be envisaged
for the human race—(R.V.).
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Greetings from Overseas

Really your weekly can be placed
among the most efficiently edited week-
lies in the world.

Without exaggeration, it is daring and

. it is different!

My visitors—all Indian youths of the
working class—are unanimous that it is
for the first time in their life that they
have seen such an up-to-date Indian
weekly.

Thev have acked me to congratvlate
you on their behalf for creating such a
brilliant newspaper as Swatanrfra,

M. M. HANTFF.

Port Louis, Mauritius.

Government Publicity

In the leading article anrearine in
the issue of Swatantra dated 1st Feb-
marv under the cantion ‘Coneress and
the Communists’ you said that the Pub-
linity Devartment were inactive during
the davs follnwing the arrests under
the Public fatetv Ovdinsnce snd the
fattare of the Department to exnlain in
time the reasons behind the Covern-

. ment’s nolicv had forced the publi» fo

grone in the dark. The eomplaint
arainst the Publicity Denartment s
pefther  justified nor  relevant. Any
authoritative offirial statement on the
reasons for the Ordinance or the arton
taken therennder conld nossihly have

* parn made by the Fonhle the Prime

Winister slone as head of the Covern-
ment. and in anv ease. it ecanld net
have heen made in pdvance of the jcaite
of the ordinsnae iteelt, or simultaneouslv
with it. This noint was made clear
in the briaf statement {ssved hv the
Premtier on hic return from MNelhi in the
course of which he said, “that it was
not possible fo state the reasons (for
the promulgation of the Ordinance)
beeause of the stens contemnlated to

_ be taken bv the Government close upon
- the promulgation” A full statement. as

promised bv him in that first statement,
was in fact subsenventlv made on the
floor of the Assembly and the Council.
C. V. HANUMANTHA RAO,
Direator of Publicity, Government
of Madras.

The Prakasam Ministry

Of late, much is being written against
the Prakasam Ministry. There was &
raging controversy when Gandhiji used
the word clicue when condemning the
action of the Tamil Nadu Congress
Committee in connection with the anti-
C. R. activities. I was then one of those
who obiected to the usage of that word
—though Gandhiji quoted the dictionary
to show that it was a harmless word—
but now I feel that it was rightly used.
Now two groups, the Kamaraj and the
Gonal Reddi groups, are against the
Prakasam Ministry. These two groups
are movine heaven and earth to throw
out the Prakasam Ministry. Let him
who might have been offered the Pre-
miershin by these groups, bear in mind
that the same fate would befall him
i he displeased these groups. Can any-
one deny that the measures sponsored
bv Prakasam form nart of the construc-
tive programme of the Congress? Then
why this anti-Prakasam move if it is
not for personal selfish motives? Can
anvone assert that they would not pro-
mulgate this kind of repressive ordin-
ances if they were placed in simflar
circumstances, whether it be’ C. R. or
Dr. Subbaravan or anyone else? Have
they forgotten the much worse ordin-
ances in previous regimes about which
no one raised a hue and cry as they do
now?

1]

Do not these leaders with their tall
talk realise that it is sheer hypocrisy
to vreach Hindu Muslim and other party
unity when they cannot maintain order
within their own wnarty by implicitly
following their leader—a leader chosen
by them alone.

It is high time the Coneress High
Command interfered and with an iron
hand to put down this kind of indis-
cipline.

T. K. 8. RAGHAVAN.

Raids, Searches and Ordinances

Nation-wide raids on the offices not
only of the Communist Party and Con-
gress Soclalist Party but also of non-
party organisations like All-India Kisan
Sabha. All-Indis Students’ Federation

"
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INDUSTRIAL EXPANSION -
LMTED.

"INDUSTRIAL HOUSE™ WHITEFIELD:

naw he cgn and must do it. Further,
the. Interim Government must imme-

" prosecutions that had been instituted

by them in connection with these raids.
Placing my faith upon the aphorism

‘of the great Edmund Burke who once

sald that calamity is a mighty leveller,
I, through the columns of your esteem-
od weekly, appeal to the Interim Gov-
emment and the Congress Ministries to
face !a.ct:il boldly without be;:oming a
-to the imperialist game of splitting
::ty frepdom movement which is about
to realise its noble object.
K. SADASHIV,
Secretary, 8. Kanara Journalists’
Aspociation, Mangalore.

Telling Americans About India

Qur contact with the American peo-
ple in general has revealed to us the
fact that an average American is
ignorant of everything about India.
We, the Indian students of the Univer-

slons the people over here have about
India. The International House gives
us untold facilities for establishing bet-
ter relationship not only with Americans
but with students belonging to ffty-
five different nationalities. To pro-
mote such relationship. better under-
standing and appreciation of culture,
art, Mterature, ete. we have organized
the Hindusthan Students Association
of America, where among other activi-
ties we have an Indian Table, and under
this arrangement a weekly programme
on India is conducted: muslc, dances,
literature, art, philosophy, etc., of India
are represénted. The International
House authorities have been kind enough
to permit all these activities, and the
increasing attendance at the weekly
meetings. of the Indian Table has en-
couraged us to go further.

of

nationalities. reside. To maln 'y
good library we feel that we have .to
approach all authors  in Indis and
abroad and to request-them ' to .donate
coples of their books an Indis.

We hope readers of Swatentra will
appreciate our move and help us to build

them 'at New Delhi. .
Thanking you for your co-operation,
SATYA RANJAN BAROOAH,
General Secretary, Hindusthan
Students Association of America.
International House,
Berkeley 4. California.

“Our Teachers” .

« I am so grateful to Mr. Padmanabhan
for his clarion call ta the teaching pro-
fession (published in Swatantra of
February 1). I can to-day almost con~
template with detachment the ease of a
youthful teacher of ten years ago who
breathed poetry, radiated idealism and .
infected his pupils with lotfy Hterary
enthuslasmg. Stranee to sav. this Dr.
Jekyll, who in public actually ‘hitched
his waggon to a star and .rode into
the pure serene’ was a veritable Mr.
Hyde in his private life, visiting pawn-

shoos on the sly, then selling the last .
scrans of gold and silver in his house,
finally watching his first-horn die for .
want of medicines he could not afford

to buy. Today, the passing years have

added only to the number of his de.

pendants. He i3 ‘cut' by his former.
friends who find him strangely altered

for no apoarent reason. He flutters

about In tatters biting his under lp, but

still not striking his colours so far as

class-room teaching or interest in things.
of the mind is concerned. Was it not

Mahatmaji who sald that ‘God himself -
dare not appear before the noor in any
other shape than bread?” Nobody comes
forward to meet the demands of a
chaprasi or an RM.S. packer with talk
of culture, or offer to A1l the bellles of
his family with ‘deals!” Plain lving
and high thinking' applied with specifio
reference to a teacher alone in these
abnormal times can at best be only a
cruel joke. .

Udayarkotl. K. GURUSWAMY.

«



wages.” He seems to be oblivious of the

fact that the average modern teacher
is better equipped and more well in-
forméd in all the branches of know-
. ledge than ‘the very few erstwhile
pedagogic fosils whose vision never
extended beyond the horizon of their
classrooms. The modern teacher is not
- only a-master in his profession but a
great adept in  worldly affairs and
modern . _The modern tea-
cherlspreparedtostandmtutalong
with the members of other professions,
‘not to speak of your erudite corres-
.pondent, in any branch of knowledge
before any impartial tribunal.

" _The teachers know their duties and
responsibilities and cannot for a moment
tolerate any scurrilous and light-hearted
remarks. Mr. Padmanabhan pathetic-
ally complains that the teaching pro-
fession has degenerated to a mere
money-making machinery. While the
pockets of the hoarder, the profiteer and
others are bulzing, those of the teachers
are always empty. !

It is Indeed a noble prefession, but

like any other profession it is also a
bread-and-butter affalr. Of all the pro-
fessions in the¢ world why should the
teachers alone be actuated by a mis-
sionary spirit?

With supreme indifference and con-
descension it s often repeated parrot-
like by eminent high-salaried men,
even Ministers, that the teachers should
raise their status not by asking for
more salary, but by service. sacrifice and
character. To expect teachers to work
on with a  missionary spirit on empty
stomachs, only with a promise of re-
ward in the other world is reallv over-
estimating the capacity of human beings
for self-sacrifice. '

8. BALASUBRAMANIAN, BA, LT.

Negapatam. :

,(m

Not content with reviling the present-
day teacher, Mr, Padmanabhan {im-
peaches the entire nation. He has dis-
covered in v: “a genius to reduce any
profession, however noble, to a mere
. money-making machinery.” I "daresay
he feels much superior to his brethrent

My first impulse on reading his letter

- was to ignore it; but, on second thought,

Y decided that such writers ought to be
- ' '

culture. Is the Prime Minister or his
colleigues, or the engineer, or the doc-
tor, or the merchant, or the rationing
officer exempt? ’

There has been a good deal of loose

time that these were exorcised, and
people In responsible positions and office -

ceased preaching and did their duty by -

the tearher fairly, and without con--
descension,

8. ANNAJI RAO, M.A., L.T.

Over-Taxation

The introduction of the agricultural
income tax now proposed by the Mad-
ras Ministry is inopportune. Despite
the rounding up of the Communists who
have been. leading the cultivating ten-
ants by the nose, the woes of the mirag~
dars have not ended. Increased ex-
penditure on all incidents of crop
-‘production is the order of the day and
there seems to be no prospect of any
eronomically advantageous cultivation

The imposition of agricultural income-

tax is sure to hinder the mirasdars in

the matter of intensive or extessive -

cultivation. If the prosnect of gettng
a net income unreduced by-any addi-
tional tax is blighted no mirasdar whose
efforts to grow more food can really
count, can be exvected to enthusiastic-
ally grow more food or have more food
grown. The result will be an annrecia-
ble reduction in the output. We have
been walting for the day when the

ponular Government will reduce the

burden of land tax: it therefore ‘be-
hoves the powers that be  to think
twice before leaning into mmm-'
ation. Over-taxation is but the
hen that lays gold eggs. .

Tanjore R. BALASUBRAMANIAN. * »
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RAINY NIGHT

—by B V. Ram Gopal.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 1947. ~ ~ Dooe

: CRISIS BREWING

ONGRESS—LIAGU! relations at
th. Centre are fast heading
h;to a crisis. Before the advent of
the League into the Interim Gov-
ernment, perfect harmony prevailed
between its Congress and non-Con-
gress elements and Lord Wavell had
a taste of what a British Viceroy’s
position would be reduced to if the
Indian Executive at the Centre act-
ed unitedly. He evidently did not
lke it.- Hptookstepstointroduee
) ony into the Central Gov-
ernment. In fairness to Lord
Wavell it must be said that he had
striven very hard over a long period
to get leadérs of the principal In-
dian political parties to join the
QGovernment at the Centre replacing
the hand-picked men that had pre-
viously composed the Central Exe-
cutive Council. But when he was
confronted with the result of his
labours in the form of a Cabinet
that worked like a team, knew how
to combine and unite for common
tasks and had the gift of adjusting
differences among its component
elements, he found power slipping
away from him, and the experience
threw him into a fright. From that
moment Lord Wavell was a changed
man with a definite anti-Congress
bias. He turned to Mr. Jinnah to
rescue him and the British Empire
from the inevitable extinction of
political power in double quick time

.with which they were threatened

as & result of the assumption of
office by the Congress at the Cen-
tre. Mr. Jinnah rushed to Lord
Wavell’'s rescue as it gave him a

golden opportunity to play ﬁ&g
adroitly than ever before the tfadfi<
tional game associated withwhix -
leadership of the League, of-exploit-
ing the differences between the
Congress and the Brifish' !m‘,,

aggrandisement of his party

In the struggle of the Con

for Indian independence, Mf."Jin.
nah views himself as an outsides:
Not as a detached outsider looking
on at a fight and leaving it to take
its own course, but as an interested
tactician wishing to see it go on
uninterrupted, so that by playing on
the fears of the. parties he could

reap personal and sectional advant-’
ages impossible otherwise.. In
Congress-Muslim League relutions,
there has been nothing like equity
and justice as between the interests
represented by the two organis-
ations. It has been one continual
process of yielding, on the part of
the Congress, to the demands of the
League, irrespective of their being
fair or unfair, out of a desire to
prevent the League from tlirowing
its weight on the side of tish
power. This sort of placation of
Mr. Jinnah by th@Congress has set
him up before tHe Muslims as an
extremely clever and able tacticlan
who knew, everyifime the Congress
wrung more power from the British,
how to force a diversion of the
lon'’s share of it to the League.
Their admiration<“of Mr. Jinnah is
a product of gratified sectional in-
terest, to the fulfilment of which
the Congress has contributed most




- gemerously in: the past, - since Mr,
Jinnah’s hectoring and the studied
submission of the Congress to it,
have built up. for Muslims in India,
with the least amount of strain and
struggle, a larger amount of special
favours and privileges than is en-
joyed by any other community, The
Congress pampers the League for
fear of a combination between the
Ledgue and - the British, British
authority pampers the League for
fear of a combination between the
League and the Congress. These
combined pamperings illustrate the
tactical advantage traceable to the
fight between the Congress and the
_British, enjoyed by Mr. Jinnah and
the League, and if he is to continue
to enjoy that position, the struggle
between the Congress and the Bri-
tish should go on and there should
be no settlement. The plain fact of
the matter is that Mr. Jinnah is
selfishly interested in the continu-
ance of British rule and the con-
tinuance of the Congress struggle to

overcome i, and the whole drift of-

his policy as leader of the Muslim
League has been towards unpatrio-
tic thwarting of the success of the
nationalist forces in the country en-
gaged in a fight with British power
for political freedom. As open un-
ashamed acceptance of forelgn rule
cannot pass muster with common
people, Mr. Jinnah has thrown to
the latter the concept of Pakistan
to beguile their love of freedom. But
if freedom has anything to do with
Pakistan, Mr. Jinnah is the worst
sinner against it, as at presént he
has redthed the stage of being the
greatest bulwark of British power in
India protecting it from the forces
impelling it to qifit the country.

It was no wonder, therefore, that
Lord Wavell and Mr. Jinnah should
have madée common cause against
the Congress in the Interim Gov-
ernment. On the pretext of help-
ing the League to join the Consti-
tuent Assembly, Lord Wavell brought
the League into the Interim Gov-
ernment. He is reported to have

told Pandit Nehru that Mr. Jinnah
had pledged himself to come
the Constituent Assembly after

the
admission of_his- nominess. to -the

Wavell that broke a pledge, but it

has served as nothing else could
have done, to reveal the close unity

political issues, ever since the ad-
vent of the League into the Interim
Government, there has been such
insufferable administrative chaos
deliberately introduced in the admi-
nistration through the pursult of
communalism in some of its wild
and vicious forms, that its continu-
ance, for which Lord Wavell can-
not escape responsibility, must be
regarded as a blot on his character
as an administrator and as a sign
of his unfitness for the high office
he holds. It looks as if Lord Wavell,
a chela of Churchill, unable to re-
concile himselt to the liquidation of
British imperialist power in India,
has planned deliberately for a
regime of confusion and disruption
at the Centre, to prove Indian in-
capacity for self-rule and the indis-
pensability of British authority for
the sake of peace.

Lord Wavell has written him-
self down as an enemy of Indian
freedom, and while he con-
tinues at the helm, any prolonged
continuance of the Congress in the
Interim Government is unthinkable.
He has acted as if he regards Hindu-
Muslim differences as & British
asset. His recall is indispensable
for Hindu-Muslim peace in India.
League aggressiveness has been en-
couraged by Lord Wavell’s attitude,
and the League is not likely to be
turned to the path of conciliation so
long as his patronage is available
for it. In the event of the British
Government deciding to keep Lord
Wavell at his post, we may soon

- expect the exit of the Congress from
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act with utmost efliciency in any
erergency of the immediate future.
It is a pity therefore, that the spirit
of quest for jobs should in a pro-
vince like Madras lead to disruption
within the Congress Party to the
hurt of its established leadership.
The occasion calls for discipline
and the avoldance of quarrels, for
energetic cooperation of all in com-

‘mon tasks, and in Madras as well

as elsewhere, all who have un-
thinkingly lapsed into petty self-
seeking intrigues, should pull them-
selves up into higher conceptions

‘of public dyty and national service,

if only bcause of the very critical
times that lle ahead of the Congress
to which they have all pledged their
loyalties.

The Railway Budget

IN A POLITICAL atmosphere that

is depressing it is perhaps im-
possible to produce a budget that
radiates optimism but Mr. John
Mathal has succeeded in taking the
Railway budget out of the ordin-
ary rut by approaching the pro-
blem from a scientific and practi-
cal point of view. While we are
unable to agree with some of
his generalisations, especially his
reference to the self-defeating
effects of wage increases because

" inflation not merely continues to

exist but is on the increase,—we
cannot but admit that the budget
as a whole reveals the careful pre-
paration behind it in the hands of

gret iz that his services ooullt més
be made use of in a Gnuch lazger
sphere for the purpose of . ocontrol»
finances of the eountry in.the most
fateful period of its  history, on
account of the operation of com-
munal and party considerations..

A considerable part of the budget
speech is devoted to the demands
for the increase of waiges and other
amenities by the Railway employeés.
Considering that 63 per cent of the
total working expenses is spent on
staff pay, allowances, gratuities,
provident fund contributions and
loss on cheap grain shops, it is only
fair that this aspect of Rallway ex-
penditure gets the main attention..
While it might be something in the
nature of an assurance to the
workers that if the findings of the
Adjudicator in the first instance
and the findings of the Central Pay
Commission that is now at work
later on, lead to the grant of fur-
ther concessions to the workers,
provision for the increased expendi-
ture on this account will have to -
be made by means of a supplement-
ary demand being presented to the
Legisiature, it can scarcely satisfy
the public with whom the proposed
increase of 6%4% on the fares will
not be popular. Dr. Mathai cites in
support of his proposal to increase
fares the fact that while the cost ot
living has risen enormously, Rail-
way fares have been subjected to
an increase of 12, % only and conse-
quently a further increase of 6%%
will not be a great burden on the
public. Perhaps he is not aware
that the same reagons were put for-
ward by Sir Edward Benthall and
Sir Jeremy Raisman two years back
but the Legislatdre was not in a
mood to accept the validity of the
argument and the proposal for
an increase in fares was voted
down.

We are glad to see that Dr. Mathai
feels that the appointment of the

7
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Higli power committee to recommend
economies in all' branches of the
Railway administration as well as
economies ‘by any other means’ does
not fully exhaust the entire range o
possibilities f6r cutting down expen-
diture and that he proposes to take
measures to remodel the whole
technique of financial control. The
separation of ‘expert facts’ audit
from confrol over expenditure is
much overdue. We are however
not convinced that there is any
valid excuse for further postpone-
ment of regrouping of Railways as
we- feel that such changes in the
Rallway administration as regroup-
ing might entail, had better be done
during the present time when re-
modelling of the organisation to
suit peace-time needs is also being
undertaken. Nor are we able to ap-
preciate that the proposed construc-
tion of new lines and the restora-
tion of abandoned lines would make
regrouping at present premature.
Dr. Mathai’'s idea of regrouping
seems to be for creating units
covering. equal mileage Instead of
undertaking regionalisation on the
basis of homogeneity of the economic
conditions of .each region.

On the question of revision of rate
structure Dr. Mathai’s epproach
seems tp suffer on account of his
academic economic background.
While we do not favour over-simpli-
fication of this intricate problem
we feel a beginning has to be made
in regard to the simplification of
the existing complicated and be-

wllderl‘ng rate structure, sooner
than later. The relation betwéen
the Railway revenues and ' their
contribution to the general revenues
has been a thorny guestion far too
long. The failure of the 1924 Con-
vention, specially when there was
no surplus in the Railway budgets
during the decade following, has
impressed all concerned about the
need for further investigation into
the matter so that the insularity
that the Rallway administration
was fast developing may not lead
to the general revenues (and there-
by the tax-payer) being deprived
of their dues. The committee set
up by the Legislature two years
back was unable to reach any con-
clusions as its complementary ex-
pert committee presided over by
Mr. Sankara Iyer, a former Rallway
Financial Commissioner, was not
enabled to report on the state of
obsolescence of the rolling stock and
other depreciating assets. It would
appear that Dr. Mathal proposed to
revive the Rallway Convention Com-
mittee though its personnel might
be different and we hope, now that
vested interests are no longer in
control over the Railways, that the
new committee will be enabled to
reach conclusions satisfactory to
the general tax-payer while placing
Railway finances on a sound basis.
Dr. Mathai’s effort, while it suffers
from being overcautious, has never-
theless In it the hall-mark of expert
handling which we feel augurs well
for the future.

I was s0 impressed by the courtesy of a conductor
toward the passengers on a street-car in Chicago that I
spoke to him about it when the crowd had thinned out.

“Well,” he explained, “about five years ago I read in
the paper about a man who was included in a will just
because he was polite. ‘What the heck,’ I thought, ‘it
might happen to me.” So I started treating passengers
like people. And it makes me feel so good that now I
don’t care if I never get a million dollars!”—R, Webber,

Jr., (Chicago, Illinofs.).
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" The Two Birds

" A QUERULOUS bus-load of office-

slaves forgot their contentions
for a mement when, passing a
European hostelry, they saw a sight
that transported them back to
childhood. Two young men. were
making ready for a game. A net
hanging from a cross-bar had to be
patched in situ and the cross-bar
could not be reached from the
ground, being too high. A ladder
might have been requisitioned but
was not—either because it would
have been inconvenient or, more
likely, . because they liked to do it
the other way. And that way was
the way beloved of children—and
monkeys. One young man rode
astraddle over the shoulders of the
other and attended to the business
quietly, efficiently and without a
trace of self-consclousness.

[ ] [ ] L J

It the rider was bland the mount
was positively blithe. Steadying his
load with a hand on each heel of
his' companion he moved about as
the latter’s task required, without
giving a thought to the matter,
obeying the laws, as it seemed, of
some inner impulsion. Within the
narrow ambit of that march up and
down he was executing, with a de-
mure precision, the steps of a
miniature dance and whistling an
appropriately merry tune. That
passing glimpse of the jocund pair
brought a smile even to the face of
the strap-hanger.

L] L ] -

It is not quite easy to imagine two
Indians of the same age taking
their pleasure in that wholly natu-
ral way. For one thing they would,
it is to be feared, think it too child-
ish. For another, the question of

Voce

settling who was to ride and
was to be ridden might prove in-
soluble. The commonsense VAY
deciding it would perhaps be.
the taller of the two should
the shorter or that man with the
nimbler fingers should be enabled to
use them to do the work quickly.
But commonsense makes hay
petsonal prestige. And, having Hitle
else left, we feel we cannot afford
to lose ‘face.”
[ ] [ ] .

Tamil legend speaks with pride of
two poets, one blind and the other
lame, who pooled their physical
resources as well as thelr gitt of
song and moved about from court
to court with as much ease and.
dignity as if they had caparisoned
steeds to carry them. For a breed
of fierce individualists, what splen-
did co-operation! The locus clas-
sicus on the subject is the U -
shadic story of the two bird4the
one eating the fruit of the pespul,
the other looking on in blisstul'eon~
tentment. Poetry and contesipla-
tion, being self-forgetful activities,
have no use for “saving face.”

. . .

It is this self-forgetfulness that is
the secret of happiness, whether youn
are playing a game or trying to
realise the Atmad. The world’s
work has to be carried on; and it
involves much drudgery for many
millions which no#'all the infinite
potentialities of the split atom can
avail to banish. And the modern
habit of romanticizing work is no
remedy either. The “play-way,”
whether in education or in life, is -
Just a epuhemism for dodging real- -
ity. But work, as a -function of be-
ing, need be no more unpleagant
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than digestiod ‘in & Healthy man
and no mopé self-conscious.”
® R [ ]

The young man at the cross-bar

busy ménding his net had no time

to ‘think of his proud elevation on

- the 'shoulders of a fellow-human.

And the laffer, so far from regard-
ing himself’ as a beast of burden,
skipped - and' sang for sheer joy,
moving on the. light fantastic toe
- like a well-ballasted boat. The net
Wwould no doubt have to be fixed
t)’ aghin and again. But the un-
calcnlating joy the young men had
in the doing of it was pure gain.
It is the kind ‘of joy that jealous
rivals' and crafty imtriguers can
- fever know--whether they are cric-
“keters with an eye on the box-office
. Who try to browbeat the umpire or

. L ‘ ,? i * <.
Spinoza lenses for a

. lving. Thiruvalluvar practised his

hereditary craft of weaving as de-
liberately as he practised the higher
life. They neither idealised work
nor claimed imraunity from it.
Thelr conduct, belng free from the
slightest suggestion of the theatrl-
cal, attracted to itself neither dis-

turbing adulation nor wunhealthy

curiosity. It was of such that the

poet said that they were “true to
the kindred points of heaven and

frhome." To the free all things are
ee.

VIGHNESWARA.
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MARKS FOR GOOD WIFESHIP
- by MAHOMED NIZAM

_ The contents of Swatantra of 1ith
‘January overpowered me. I went
" through article after article, and
my curious eyes caught the quota-
‘ton -of: Robert Burns. His seale of
marks for good-wifeshlp has not
‘satisfied me. He had given 4 marks
‘for - good nature out of 10 and 2
‘marks for good sense. It is good
sense that moulds the perfect cha-
racter. Out of good sense one
| become the maker of the
‘new’ world. The Mahatma ranks
te-day as .one of the highest and
most superb ;personalities of the
world by virtd® of his good sense.
Good nature scompulsorily follows
good sense, Hence a maximum of
.3 marks is reasahable for good sense
and good nature should have no
precedence over good sense.
Next. he gave:one mark for wit.
That is quite inadequate. .Are we
. :not -aware of the. fact that our
Indian Nightingale (Sarofini Naidu)
-often ‘brought .the .weary Congress
committeg “-fhembers to ceaseless

0
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laughter by her ready wit? Wit de-
serves twice the number of marks
given to it by Burns.

Then to personal charms, viz., a
sweet face, eloquent eyes, fine limbs,
graceful carriage, he awarded one
mark. This too is unfair. In fact
each of them deserves high appre-

ciation. Shakespeare paid a high
tribute to women’s eyes.

I do agree with Burns about the
value he has set on education. It
deserves fully the two marks given
to it. Education is necessary for
every housewife. But education
should be of the right type based
on scientific methods. “The hand
that rocks the cradle rules the
world.” That should be the spirit
of education. Are we not proud that
Vijayalakshmi Pandit has won
world-wide fame through education?
I wish India would give birth to
more of such children who would
Spend their lives to win freedom,
peace and progress.

!
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T remarkable thing about the
“no-confidence” motion that is

signatures, of which so much Is
talked about, have not yet been
brought into a common pool. Dr.
Rajan holds one list of the signa-
tories of his group, and Kamaraj
Nadar another list of his supporters.
The two leaders trust each other so

" little that one is not prepared to

hand over his list to the other!
®

The public ocught to know that
within three or four days of Dr.
Rajan coming into the open as a
signatory of the no-confidence move,
he and another of his group were
to be sworn in as Ministers. This
wes agreed to between him and the
Premier, and was about to be im-
plemented. Just then trouble arose
in Dr. Rajan’s own camp where one
or two that wished to be Ministers
themselves raised a storm. Gener-
ally when an ambitious politician
finds himself about to be baulked
of his ambition, a “principle” comes
into play, which he gets hold of and
it is used as a bludgeon to prevent
any other snatching the prize
coveted by him. And along with the
principle, if he is lucky, he discovers
an appropriate apostle in the
powerful position of being able to
uphold it without any taint of self-

. Interest. Such an apostle, in this

case, was 8ri. A. Vaidyanatha Iyer.
The one man in the whole body of

JL
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mmmtyl%bmnm% Aud oapact
for tactless assertion of unplgassn
truths, he 18 a very incoriveniesnt

colleague and {reads on everybody's
sorns. .But in tespect of aliffér-

‘ence to material rewards, Fépiine-
ness and . honesty of putpose, he is
& veritable saint on earth and ' la

_profoundly venerated by all as shch.
"B

To him Rajaji is a god in hun

form. “Are we to barter for a-couple
of Ministerships all that we have
stood for these months?” he asked.
Dr. Rajan’s plan of joining ~the

Ministry wilted before his attack.

Let the public note that Dr. Rajan’s
“no-confidence” in Prakasam must
be taken to be totally unconnected
with anything that the Premier did
or failed to do, as only three or four
days earlier he was prepared to ac-
cept his leadership and join his
Cabinet as Minister. Actually it

was the internal trouble within his .
original

group which obstructed his
intention of accepting office In the
Prakasam Ministry, that fructified
in public as “no-confidencs” in the
Premier.

. L [ 4

The content of the “no-confid-
ence” attitude of Kamaraj Nadar is
also an interesting study. His hitch
with the Premier began when the
latter refused his request for a
Ministership to Madhava Menon. If

Prakasam .had appointed Madhava -

Menon as Minister, Kamaraj’s vanity
would have been soothed and
the attack on the Premier would
not have started so soon. It
would have walted till some other
request turneddown by the Pre-

mier provided the occasion for a

grouse. The genesis of Kamaraj's
£ engg in the Premlier is

P NeR)

tors in Madekd m‘g‘;
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naw,, forsy the doctrine which
be pre as s0 sacred & year
8go and ‘he has handed over his
apostasy as @ present to Dr. Rajan
his. friends to' tempt them to
@3}& pulling Prakasam down.

g

oz ip using all the resources of

s cogie:o olfn dPuliesidentship of the
- L. G, Ior nce in
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The third group particiy in
‘the no-confidence move m of
‘Andhra legislators. Qopala Reddl
and Kala Venkat Rao are its lead-
ing figures. These two have been
changing one leader after another
‘with an eye on office, until now they
sire left with no politics except that
of rank self-interest. Over a year
4g0; st Rejahmundry, Gopela Reddi
strained every nerve to prepare the
ground for a no-confidence motion
-against Prakasam in the P. C. C.
But when he found that a threaten-
ing mob had surrounded the bulld-
;l!:‘gﬁ ) g lmprecaggns at the

- ‘party, Ggpala Reddi
consulied: his safety by himself
moving a vote of confidence in Pra-
kasam, while hiy fellow no-confid-
. ence-wallahs meltéd into thin air.

Disappointed greed for® power has
unbalanced Kala..¥enkata Rao to
such an extent t he nowadays
goes about proclaiming everywhere
that in Andhra politics there is no
room for both \ and Prakasam,
and so the T should quit.

. Bveryw!
discontented talk of the doings

- of a pampered clvillan who is run-

ning ths administration much as he
likes. While all this is conceded,
the fact remains that the no-con-
fidence move has nothing to do
with defects in the agdministration,
since precious little of attention
was devoted to any discussion on

securing support for his policies.
Most of this no-confidence of which
80 much is being made is a can-
vassed affalr. Its protagonists are

and would have been silenced if
Prakasam had yielded to them and
gratified that desire. Lack of con-
fidence, 'if genuine, would have
manifested itself openly in party
meetings first, instead of in the
form of an outburst in the Press
after prolonged private hunting for
signatures. Groups in the party
and open public deflance of leader-
ship in advance of discussion within
the party are disruptive of dis-
cipline, and on disciplinary grounds
the disruptors have placed them-
selves in a position justitying their
exclusion from serious responsibill-
ties. How fantastic it is now for
Kamaraj Nadar to describe the
whole affair as “domestic,” after
having done everything in his power
to deprive it of that quality —SAKA.

(1Tth February, 1047).
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A newly married yo m
she listened; after mrr?.ge, ::esafked

“a

“During courtship, I talked and
and I listened; and now, we

- :MINISTERIAL CRISIS IN: .co

A»,democraﬂc system: of govern-
ment can function effectively
only when a balance is maintained
among the several organs that con-
stitute it. These organs are the
electorate, the legislature, the party
and the Cabinet. Each has got a
part to play and each must be pre-
pared to play its legitimate part.
When any of these ceases to func-

" tion or usurps the part that belongs

to any of the other organs, Govern-
ment ceases to be democratic and
becomes dictatorial. The electorate
should keep a vigilant and constant
watch -over the other three organs
but should not try to interfere in
the day-to-day administration,
which I8 not properly doing Its
tunction. Similarly each of the
other organs should keep itself
within the limits and the sphere
which are proper to it.

The ministerial crisis in Madras
to-day is the outcome of the at-
tempt on the part of the party In
majority to usurp the functions be-
longing to the Cabinet and reduce
the Cabinet to the position of a
mere agent of the parly with no
discretion of its own in implement-
ing policies and in carrying on the
day-to-day administration. Owing
to the absence of a strong party in
opposition in the legisiature some of
the gtoups inside the party in
power are usurping the functions
which rightly belong to the party
in opposition. They are making it
impossible for the Ministry to run
the administration of the Province.

With a view to explore the causes
behind the move against the pre-
sent Ministry I interviewed about
twenty members of the Congress
Leglslature Party and I found that
personal rivalries are responsible
for the no-confidence motion
against Mr. Prakasam. 8Several of
those that are opposed to him and
that have signed the. no-confidence
motion do not know exactly why
they did so. They were unable to
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explain their position. Sevéral tthers
stated that they ~differ from
him on quéstions of Dolicy ot Jegiis-
lation or on the general priftptpit

1837-390 when the Congress )
office there wefe fewer meetings of

the party and discussions were brief

and that in these respects things
are certainly better to-day, they
had nothing to say. It iz to this
attitude and the outcome of it tha;
the term party dictatorship an

usurpation is to be applied. ‘There
were however some members who
accused the present Ministry of
many serious shortcomings like (1)
corruption, (2) incompetence, (3)
partisanship in giving jobs and in
nominating persons to Committees
llke Vilage Committees, . (4) inter-
ference through personal recoms
mendations in administration. by
permanent officials, (5) =nbuse- ef
power in granting licences, control
permits and (6) frequent:schanges
in policles as in the ease cof-cloth
rationing. More  general:o.charges
levelled against the Ministriy are (1)
that it has no well thdught out
plan; (2) that its legislation is
hasty and of a'plecemeal character
and (3) that it3is ruining industry
through the fextile policy and
through the :6Fnatlon of produ-
cer-consumer-cif4operative societies.
One member seriously argued that
the Congress should not wage war
against middlefiéth and merchants
as it was gh' their support
that it had won the elections and
as it is sure to lose the next elec-
tion if this support is lost. It was
put to them whether at any of the
party meetings seripus charges like
corruption wefe formally made and
what answer the  Pritme - Minister

When - it
was polnted out to them %:'t:



imself had been mg' to patch power would pass perhaps into the
p his differences with C. R. ,

It therefore appears that on the to appeal to the masses and carry
ll;ole, the present move is the re- on a whirlwind campaign against
t of some of the groups in the the group leaders who are making
fﬁﬁm,l’.arty disliking Mr. Praka- it impossible for any Ministry to
A persopally and of the leaders carry on constructive work. There
these groups adopting any and will be division in the ranks of
very means to get into the Cabl- Congressmen and the struggle for
et, It is a species of job-hunting freedom on which the country will
nough it e at the ministerial level. have to enter In the near future
rewt oy es and power politics will receive a set-back. It will not
b mg bottom of the whole do therefore for the Congress High
ngard oy :gtmmm in Command to be indifferent to what
iy principles or programmes. is golng on in Madras. It must
e:;e are such differences it promptly intervene, put an end once
f“lg“ ‘be the duty of the leaders for all to rival cliques and groups
rival groups to take the elec- inside the Congress and penalise
orate into confidence and tell their the formations of such groups in
omstitugnts. why they made Mr. future.

Celebrating birthdays is a viclous practice be i

;.fl kti‘oe:)e mgmmdlng us of the passage of ptime. Andcm

Tt ds of most people is what brings on old age.

b is a mistake. Your age is not a question of years,

ut of the condition of your body and the state of your

Inlnd. As;g. man thinketh in his heart, so is he.” Count-

6 any physieal reason fon smly pemrer tan thers
L { ol

theyB::': rovin 'gld. ply use they think

; keeping count of our b

secne,t_’dread of them. And back of our int«aresmml?'lyns olt'ho:'

peoplé’s birthdays is a wish to assure ourselves that they

arg growing old just as fast as we are. Women are right

when they avold telling their age in years. Youth is not

| but of mental and emetional spont-

tter of years
snd sctivity.

.o B0 your enthusiasms, and forget
'Wm'kk.u,tnm-aww

'I"ﬂ mvlo Entry Bill pow on

‘the anvil of the Madras Legis-
lature is unnecessarily cautious and
defective in many and

; particulars
‘requires to be greatly amended.
.- Clause (3) in Section 1 says that

that section alone in the Act will
come into force immediately and
that the other provisions in the Act
will come into foroe as and when a
publication to that effect is made by
the Government in the Fort 8t
George Gazette. The first section
deals with the title of the Act and
the extent of its jurisdiction. Ac-
cording to Clause 3 of this section
we can have a Temple Entry Act
extending to the whole ot the pro-
vince whose enabling provisions will
not come into force immediately.
Though legislations of this kind are
not uncommon, it is strange that
this procedure should have been
adopted in the case of this parti-
cular Act. This Act if passed with
this limitation is as good as not
having an Act at all. We do not
know what the intentions of the
Government are. The Statement of
Objects and Reasons does not fur-
nish a clue to the puzzle. Is it the
intention of the Government to
apply the provisions of the Act as
and when circumstances favour en-
forcement of the provisions of the
Act in respect of a particular tem-
ple in a particular place? If that
is the intention of the Government,
they may as well pursue their pre-
sent policy of opening temples by
persuasion, instead of stultifying
themselves by bringing such an
aneamic and lifeless Act. The penal
section in the Act will be meaning-
less when temples are thrown open
by persuasion, the Government
setting their seal of approval under
this Act elther before or affer a
témple is thrown open by persua-
tion. If temples are thrown open
by persuasion, where is the need for
a penal provision in the Act?

A reform like temple entry is long
overdue and a halting measure will

. do more harm than good. There-

£ TEMPLE ENTRY B
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fore 1t tr-désirable that allithe Prb-
ments that are suggested below are

brought into t?rce lmn&;utn lately.

The term ‘- Hindu should includeé
Jains and Buddhists so as to make
the Hindu religion the universal
religion that i$. was once. 1 would

g0 a step further and Wﬁt

a leat may be taken from the

toric Temple Entry Proclamation of
the Maharaja of Travancore. The.
acceptance of Hinduism by Dr. Jaya-
ram Cousins on the basis of this
Proclamation has universalised the
Hindu religion. In fact it will he
a memorable. day when temples are
thrown open to people of other
faiths also, who come to the temple
in a devout spirit.. The newly built
temple of Sri Lakshminarayan in
New Delhi is open to everyone who
believes in  Arya Dharma. The
Christian Church, the Mohammaden
Mosque, the Buddhist Vihara and
the Jain Bhasti are open to people
‘of every faith. But the Parsis like
the Hindus do not allow any non-
Parsl to enter their Agiarl. 'These
distinctions should disappear from
the house of God. My plea is- that
every Hindu temple should be
thrown open to any one who con-
forms to the rules laid down for
the worship of Hindus. If this re-
form is given effect to, especidily in
the present temper of our country’s
religion and politics, it will bring the
different communities nearer and
establish the much gdesired concord
and unity between-them.

Section 4 empowers the trustees
to make rules for .regulating wor-
ship in the temple under the Act.
This is not a satisfactory provision.
It is desirable thati@':e Government
themselves frame - the¢ minimum
number of rules applicable to all
temples alike and allow the trusteea
to make supplementary rules wher-
ever deemed necessary, subject to
the approval of the Government and
‘provided they are pot in conflict
with the rules made By Government.



The clause relating to penalty is
very lenient. Imprisonment along
- with fine should be made compul-

sory. Just as collective fines are
levied in places where people disturb
public peace and security, a similar

collective fine may be collected from
all those in a village, town or locality
who are against the provisions of
this Act and who organise, finance
and openly take part in any activity
directed against temple entry.

THE SLUM PROBLEM
y by R. JAVANTHINATHAN

ANY recognise vaguely that the

wretched hovels in which mil-
lions of our fellow-countrymen are
born, live and die, constitute a
menace to public health and moral-
ity, but they appear to imagine that
the whole responsibility of dealing
with so vast and complicated a pro-
blem can be cast on the. shoulders
of the Government or local author-
ities or blamed upon private land-
lords. Little do they realise that
this problem needs much care and
hard thinking for its solution and
can be tackled only with the joint

effort of both the public and the
authorities.

The slum dwellers with their lack
of knowledge of the principles of
hygiene and sanitation may protest
at the attempt of the authorities to
lay their hands on their abodes and
thus prove obstructive to improve-
ment schemes.

Since the majority of the denizens
of the slums belong to the. labour
classes who are bigoted and tied to
the traditional way of living, it may
prove difficult to wean them from
their superstitions and inculcate in
their minds the necessity for a
changed way of living.

Experience goes to show that some
of the new bulldings of the. specul-
ative landlords who are bent upon
exacting high rents, erected with
the help of an underpaid contractor,
and with the cheapest and most in-
ferior materiald at the greatest
speed, tend to develop into slums.
Such a practice must be put an end
to. These are some -0of the hurdles
that have to be crossed before ac-
tually the task of improvement of
slums can be embarked upon.

" Local authoritles must go' round
in propaganda vans and appeal to
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slum-dwellers to cooperate in thelr
attempt to fight the menace of phy-
sical and moral degeneration arising
out of the existing unhealthy con-
ditions, which will make the first
step of slum clearance an easy task.

The Government must step for-
ward with loans to owners for recon-
structing the slum-houses and re-
cover the loans by instalments. The
Government must provide funds for
erecting temporary tenement bulld-
ings in far off sites to prove shelter
to the slum-dwellers during the
period of construction of new houses
in their original places of residence.

Rules of hygiene and sanitation
must be enforced while recondition-
ing of houses takes place and an offi-
cial must be posted to supervise the
construction at each stage. All new
constructions must be provided with
plenty of air space and light around
them. Construction must be carried
out at the greatest possible speed
with the best engineering skill and
slum clearance must take place
gradually, first on an experimental
basis, and then continued.

Employers of big businesses and
factories must be asked to undertake
colonies for their labourers. Rent
must be charged moderately so 8s
to suit the means of each labourer.
Propaganda must be undertaken,
preferably by women officers, t0
teach each housewife, the principles
of sanitation. Facilities of medical
aid within reach of even the lowest-
paid must be provided so as to stave
off epidemics, etc. Education of
slum-dwellers is equally necessary.
The Khadl scheme and Prohibition
will - provide the necessary m
appeal,

GENTLEMEN OF THE PRESS |
' by

“SPHINX”

there is a body of people as much
. seught after as they are dreaded,
it i the Gentiemen of the Press.
These are seen all over. In Gov-
ernment Houses and at the gates of
prisons, in the conference halls and
at the scene of riots, in ’the music
pavilions and at the High Court Ses-
sions—they are, like God, omnipre-
set'giey are the eyes and ears of the
public. They write about editors,
politicians, saints, musicians, dancers
and cine stars. Yes, they write abou:
all others, but no one writes abou
them. The public-—disceming or
otherwise—while reading what all
they give, hardly try to know a:ly-
thing about what are termed “re-
po'r'ggo}ters:" What manner of men
are they? Well, here is a pageant of
the top few who rove about the city
of Madras for nevzs.
*®

eviah, the Chief Reporter of
TrY:s I}‘i(rltdu, is the tallest among press-
men. Encased in what would strike
one as on odd assemblage of clothing
—trousers, closa-coat and turban
wound round to produce maximum
effect with minimum material—he
works at the higher levels of socigt;yi
and politics. He will cut with utmms
good-humour the news-veins of
victims and drain them to thp last
particle of information. But, it you
try to play the same trick on mmi
you will find him wearing 2 stee
armour. What you can get by way
of replies to your questions is just a
nod or a smile or both. If it is a
purposeless chat, you can catlcih
vasudeviah being even garrulous. He
keeps confldences and therefore
evokes respect. He is the squadron-
leader of about ten dreadnoughts.
The man who i3 seen going about
most is A. K. Venkatesan, sharp-
featured and intellectual to look at.
You can see Venkatesan in two dress-
styles. Dhotl wound round the waist
as per Brahminical tradition, close-
coat and turban with faded streaks
of sandal paste shooting hortzontally
across his forehead—these mean that

. Yenkatesan is out to attend some offi-

cial business. But when he comes
out in dhotl, shirt, often khadl and

" angavasthram of the same brand,

with his knotted tuft as his only
head-gear, you can be sure he is out
to cover a meeting. With a record
speed in shorthand, Venkatesan
displays remarkable political in-
sight and sense of proportion in
reporting meetings. He is partl-
cularly skilful in rendering Tamil
speeches into English. He is of The
Hindu and in serving the paper,
friends and colleagues are at a dis-
count. :
L ] - L ] )
If, during the days when, the Mad:
ras Legislative Assembly is in ses-
sion, you see in the lobbies anybody
bounding along as though equipped
with india-rubber heels,”"you have
spotted Ganapathi Sarma, the Chiet
Reporter of the Indign Ezpress.
Sarma has a real nose for news,
though his nose is somewl&t snubbed
in his rather mangaloid face-cast.
His eyes, always a-twinkle, often
bubble up with mischief. He has a
knack of sizing up the human side
of events and of imparting some
colour to monotonous incidents, lit-
ing them up to a level of interest.
There is a touch of Amertcanism in
his make-up. He wouldn’t wait to
get the dead man to confirm his own
death before putting the news
through. He shows remarkable
espirit de corps. He would fight like
a cat on the side of his colleagues.
Ramachandran, who is Sarma's
lieutenant, looks a little compressed
in his suit. He, too, is a man who
wouldn’t regard sensationalism as
something untouchable in news-
purvey. He is very often silent,
sometimes as cool as a frigidalire.
At such times regard him as a tiger
waiting for a spring. A good friend
he is a better reporter. ,

1 3 L J »

For acid “asides” which would
evoke * peals of laughter from the
press gallery and reduce those for
whom they were intended to powder
were they within ear-shot, Desika-
charl, the Chief Reporter of the

n



Mail weuld spffer no rivals. He is.
a specialist in ‘sensationalism, eps
pecially if that relates to Congress
politics. He views Congress politics
with microscoplc eyes and paints
differences, disharmonies and quar-
rels in outsize proportions. The
notorious “third page” in the Mail
could not have been conducted
without the “scoopy” ald of Desika-
chari. There. is always - a sneer
lurking between his twitched lips
and when it comes to the question
of asserting his right, he will do it
irrespective of persons. He i8 @
veteran who has hob-nobbed with
a vast gmceuion of politicians.
L g

-Chakravarthi of Swadesamitran
ks aggressively orthodox, his dress
@@ his frehead trumpeting the
faet rather loud. He knows when
to speak. More than that, he knows
when to stop and where. He wears
a smile whith is a smile in the com-
pany of friends; but it is a grin in
the midst U® those he dislikes. He
carries hiftilelf quietly and plies
his trade with success.

L ] L ] -
Everytime you meet Ganapathi,
the assistant of Chakravarthi, you
have a feeling that a comedian has
- stzayed into journalism. His jokes

—he ‘would very often indulge in
“body-line bowling”—would set peo-
ple go in guffas. By raising his eye-
brows, . Manting his eyes, by
twitching "his mouth and by shaking
his head, he would produce a comic
effect throwing his over-worked
colleagues irto ripples of laughter.
You can find cynicism hanging
round the corner of his lps. He
would give the' impression that he
Is not as serlous as the rest of his
colleagues but he is a tough guy.

t * L]

Mark out’ Vanchinatha Iyer of
Dinasari and New Times—yclea:-
shaven head, fore-head painted thick
with sandal paste. unbuttoned close-
coat haneing loose with either of
the pockets stuffed with peeping
papers and dhoti tied not in studied
trim. But, mark him also as an ace
news-sleuth who knows more about
our city papers and provineial poli-
ticlans than the rest. Vanchinatha
Iyer has‘served practically In all the
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were irained by him. He has
own way of news-ga

wouldn't mind being aggressive
the discharge of his functions.
notwithstanding, he is quick of
and brain. He is a big man
there is nothing small about him.

BEEcEE

He has no rancour, no malice. Only .

don’t mention the name of Rajaji.
He will then flare up.
L g . L ]
Subramanyam of the Free Press,
Bharat Devi group s a youngster
who is building himself up fast.
Nice friend, good reporter too.

Viswanatha Iyer of Associated
Press looks a very glum man indeed.
But he is not. - He is serlous because
he takes his job seriously. But if
you catch him when he i8 not on
his work, he is very jovial and very
nice. Representing the most im-
portant news agency, he is eternally
on the whirl. But in his case news
often tracks him. That is his luck.

The United Press has a chubby
young fellow, Ramaswamy, the only
man who has a muscular build
among pressmen. Quite clever in
his job, you can see him more often
listening to people with squint-eyed
interest than speaking. He knows
some text-book Hindi and during
Mahatmajl's visit he was the main-
stay of the press gallery for inter-
preting and not unoften misinter-
preting too—Gandhiji’s speeches.

With his eyes popping out of their
sockets, Swaminathan of the Free
Press of India can be seen going
about with a portable type-writer,
the symbol of hurry. Swaminathan
would stake his existence for news.
An enterprising news-hound, he
would drop people after sucking
them news-dry. He has now grown
very consclous of the world impor-
tance with which his agency has
been invested by Mr. Sadanand.

L ] [ ] L

These are the Gentlemen of the

Press—gentlemen here, as per Dr

‘Sinha’s ruling, including of course

ladies whose absence no doubt robs
the community of much colour.
Note them when you meet them
next. '

7 THE GENTLE ART &- 

b” “P‘ ".’ bl SO TR L)

Iu, @& recent issue of Swaianira,
there a cartoon under
the above legend which sought to
enrich a venerable phrase with a
new meaning. It set -me thinking,
albeit at a tangent, along lines re-
dolent of many historical and liter-
ary associations which 1 should like
to share with my gentle readers.

It may not be generally realised
that the term ‘gentle’ which is now
practically emptied of all meaning,
had peculiar force and unction
wherever it is found used in the
literature of the sixteenth and seven-
teenth centuries. It stood for the
herolc virtues when applied to men,
and among the arts, distinguished
the liberal from the mechanical
ones. The parvenu who had begun
to strike roots was anxious to signity
his arrival by going to the College
of Heralds in search of a mythical
ancestry; and always found one to
suit—for a consideration! The Age
of Chivalry was killed by the in-
cognito knight and the squire of low
degree; and a series of new times
began with every one dubbed a
gentleman. Shakespeare uses the
epithet judiciously to a choice few
and had it applied to himself by his
discerning contemporaries!

‘But it was the right-worshipful
and ever-to-be - affectionately - es-
teemed Master Izaak Walton who
used the phrase ‘gentle art’ to denote
angling. That a draper who early
retired from business to enjoy otium
cum dignitate should have achieved
a literary masterplece was itself
symptomatie of the historical change
from the age of chivalry to that of
the Country Gentleman. Written
amidst the noise and din of the Civil
War, The Compleat Angler unfolds
an idyllic picture of rural feliclty
from which, by the rule of contra-
ries, we might almost Iinfer the
horrors of the Civil War itself!
Waiton seems anxious to defend
himselt against those who might
stigmatize his favourite hobby as fit

occupation only for loafers; for the
addition of the epithet ‘gentle’ was
calculated to disarm the scoflfer &as
well as to raise the recreatiom to
equal honours with other manly
hobbies of the upper classes like
slt:cootinc, fenging, boxing, riding,
evw. .

For nearly two centuries, the
phrase had remained unknown .and
unused. Lamb, who recovered many
quaint things from the quaint school
and gave them a fresh curgemcy
with a new gloss, somehow majssed
this one. I like to imagine thes: his
frequent tele-a-letes with - the
‘gentle reader’ are oproof of his
awareness to the existence of the
phrase itself. But it was left to
Whistler, almost townrds the end of
the nineteenth centugy, to revive the
phrase, but so as with a difference.
What he did was something notori-
ous; he destroyed the pld association
of ideas, and set up a new one of
his own fabrication. In 1890 appeared
his collection of essays under the
catching title: ‘The Gentle Art of
Making Enemies.’ o

The late history of the phrase is’
best given in the words of the dis-
creetly peremptory editor of ‘Modern
English Usage'—Mr. H. W. Fowler
who has become as .current as Eng-
lish itself! Says he: ‘The oxymoron
(of ‘Whistler's title) was what made
it effective; but the journalist, aware
that Whistler made a hit with
‘gentle art,’ and failing to see how
he did it, has now by rough handling
on inappropriate occasions reduced
it to a ‘BATTERED ORNAMENT.’

Let me hasten to explain that the
use of the phrase in the Swatanira
cartoon is happily exempt from this
stricture. - For the artist obvlously
caught the point of Whistier's
phrase, and has effected an ironic
instead of a contradictory combin-
ation. For the art of self-advertise-
ment being vulgar, the ascription of
gentility to it suggests an undertone ,
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of delicate irony. In the upshot, -

however, I am unabje:to detetrmine
who is the party who comes out
second-best in the cartoon, taken as
a whole!

Let me now pass in review those
yho,«. have successfully practised the
zeqtle art’ after the manner of
Whistler. It might seem at first
sight as if nothing could be easier
than to make enemies; In truth,
nothing is more difficult. In the first
place, your opponent must be worthy
of your steel. In the second place,
he must oblige by retaliating; for as
the proverb-hath it, it takes two to
make a quarrel: Theoretically speak-
ing,- there might be a thousand ways

: ohmaking enemies; but in practice,
not alt*of them'will work, nor all of
them..merit literary honours. It is
only the latter that I have strung

together in the- followin -
fogel g 1llustra:

-~

Johnson hadl)‘ poor opinio
actors. When ﬁ§ heard tl?at Srlller(ij-f
dan (father of the famous dramatist
and orator) was given a pension for
. ?vl:.s l:obours aesd a.t% elocutionist, he

Was- S0 annoy at he exclaimed:
Then it is time that I gave up mine!’
Some ,eavesdropper fajthfully fe-
ported the remark to the victim, and
a coolness ensued between two who
had till .then been friends. Every-
body knows how. Boswell stuck to
Johnson like his shadow. Some ex-
asperated English admirer of the
great Cham said:that Johnson was
always followed by that ‘Scottish
cur’ Goldsmith who was by, gently
corrected him by saying: ‘O, no, not
& Scottish cur, but a Scottish 'bur!’
If the original remark was a sample
of the gentle art, the reply was an
exquisite instance of the gentle
answer that turneth away wrath!
Swift who was graduating In mis-
anthropy under the unheeding pat-
ronage of Sir William Temple must
have received the shock of his life
when Dryden, on the strength of
Some distant kinship, gave him the
engaging tip: ‘Cousin Swift, thou
wilt never be a poet!’ In the
satirical and oratorical output of
the age of Enlightenment, what
scintillating  specimens of the

gentle embarrass our choice
through their very profusion! Zimri,
Achitophel, ‘Atticus, Sporus, together
with the victims of Junius, Byron
and Canning illustrate the potentia-
lities of an art which is

but gentle. When Pitt was followed
by Addington as a stop-gap premier,
some wag remarked

Pitt is to Addington
What London is to Paddington!

The bathos of the ¢hange could
not have been more neatly pickled
for all time! Disraeli described Glad-
stone’s oraforical cascades as wordy

“inebriety. Churchill Gevastated Mac-

donald on one occasion b saying
that the ‘Rt. Honble gent.lefnan has
more than any other man the gift
of compressing the largest number of
words into the smallest amount of
thought.’ By the way, I had almost
forgotten Leigh Hunt’s classic bad-
inage in describing the Prince

.Regent as a ‘corpulent Adonis of

Afty’—le mot juste which he had to
explate by a term of imprisonment
tor lese majeste or scandalam mag-
natym or whatever is the relevant
section of the Penal Code. After the
outbreak of the last war, when
Russia and Germany agreed to a

pact over the prostrate body of

stricken Poland, Punch came out
with a biting cartoon representing

the two war-lords
other thus: grecting each

Hitler to Stalin: Assassin
sume! . » & rer
Stalin to Hitler: Murderer, if I
am not mistaken!

Such were the compliments which
they had been bandying about be-
fore the pact, and they reverted to

them again in good time —after-
wards!

Let me conclude b ting out
that we in this countr{' m ng rea-
son to feel deficlent in the gentle
art. For Mr. Jinnah has been a host
in himself, and has dispensed his
favours with reckless prodigality ail
round, Remember, he traduced the
Viceroy as a liar first, and an wmder-

ling later; he was pleased to com-

péife’ Jawiharlal o a ‘donkey which
; itself to be an elephant,
forgetting that 1t indicates a flatter-
ing possibility, while the denkey
‘which insists on being no better
‘than a mule only proves itself an

ass. From all of which, one conclg-
sion seems fairly legitimate: that
the gentle art, however savage it
may be, ceases to be gentle the
moment it is divested of good man-
ners! o

JAI PRAKASH NARAIN

by V. V. PRASAD

JAI PRAKASH NARAIN has over
the Congress-minded youth of
the country & tremendous hold.
During recent months he has
emerged as a forceful and inde-
pendent thinker. The elders in the
Congress Working Committee will
do well to pay bheed to his words.
Jai Prakash has much in common
with Jawaharlal Nehru. With Nehru
busy running the Government of
India, Jal Prakash will be a good
substitute for him in the Congress
organisation.

Jai Prakash differs from Jawahar-
1al in that he has a well-knit
Soclalist Wing with him. Jawahar-
l1al is there not because he has his
own Group within the Congress,
but because everybody, with a very
few exceptions, wants him at the
very top. Jal Prakash is in a better
position to capture the Congress
organisation. He has said in reply
to a question that it was an ex-
tremely difficult thing to capture
the organisation from those who
were in actual possession of it. But
he did not think that what was
difficult was impossible. Jai Pra-
kash is opposed within the Congress
hierarchy by the same people as
oppose Jawaharlal.

J. P. sees clearly the role of the
Muslim League, and his opposition
to the League is therefore forceful
and uncompromising. He does not
want any settlement with the
League, because he knows such an
agreement is superfluous when you
are settling with the British direct.
If Britain wants to come to terms
with the League, let them do so.
Let them hand over the Govern-
.ment -to ‘the - League if - they want,

“ut Congress ‘sho!ud-npt be a party

to any such settlement. Congress
should deal not with agents but
with principals. J. P. believes that
Congress has grievously erred - by
negotiating with the Muslim League
during the past several years. It
is for the League to come to terms
with the Hindu Mahasabha or. vice
versa, if either or ‘both  desired it.
Congress should never have allowed
itself to be dragged into the mire
of communal politics:

But it appears there are forces
at work within the Congress leader-
ship trying to bring about the
downfall of the Cbngress Socialist
Party. These forces instinctively
feel that there is more in common
between themselves and the present
Jeadetship of the Muslim League.
They are not inclined to tolerate the
Socialist Radicals. Watch out, Jai
Prakash!

Jai Prakash said to a Communist
Correspondent recently that the
Socialists were not as good at pub-
licity as the Communist Party of
India, because they had to do very
hard thinking before they wrote,
whereas the Communists could
more easily decide on their Party
line. This was because, said J. P,
the Communists had cut and dried
plans for given situations whereas
the Socialists had not. He suggest--
ed that these plans came from
Moscow. I am afraid that J. P.s
semi-blind spot is just now Soviet
Russia. A critical attitude towards
every subject is to be appreclated,
but there need be no .overwilling-
ness to believe propaganda against
Soviet Russia-or any other subject.
Scepticism should never lead to a
superstitious acceptance of all anti-
propaganda.

2



----------------------by K‘
G was an’ occupled cf

F The Japs held 1t with ihelr cus
and tanks But the Japs, in spite of
their superior military forces, breath-
ed In frightful suspense. For the
mcmm were invincible, Especially the
Yo guerillas caused s0 much havoc,
r the past few days the guerrillas
mﬁ in number, and the power of
aps was challenged every moment.

This day all through there was
the
mnrmg of cannons. Jap planes buzzed
U alr. A couple of bombs were
gag:ny droppeq; the planes circled
ot : skies pompously, more .to show
thé'might of Hirohito than to achieve
any palpable objective. The reason for
this military activity were the Chinese
guerillas. They were a sort of pest.
They had brokem a prison camp and
liberated about a thousand Chinese

prisoners. Andthey all went back to

the hills, carrying considerable
arms and ammunition with then:nemy

Something must be done, realised the
::ps. The Chinese guerillas could not
Thlett alone to do things as they liked.

e clvilian dwellings, big and small,
must be searched, and the guerillas in
hiding must be eliminated.

In the early hours of the mornin
, 8
short Jap officer in cap and unlf%rm
and jackboots went about the streets
followed by half a dozen Chinese ponce:
&qmﬁmzc:ed on the houses one by
ecked
o roeek p the persons living
Lao Peng sat alone. He was old, pa
sixty, yet he seemed strong for hiz; ‘;g:at:
The Jap officer pompously stopped be-
fore t.:he house, tilted up his chin and
Iookedg:; Lao Peng“ thrc'ough his spect-
themhouse g,ua'led: ‘Who's the owner of

“Myself,” came the gruff reply.
Then followed a rigorous cross-ex-
mmzx. How many men, women and
s r:ver:ere living in the house?
Wha thelr ages, qualifications,

connections and relationsht
Lao Peng took the form and nlledpsj‘;;

up, giving all the wanted particulars
_ Presently with th ’
the Jap officer s mmmh&ndsh“ )
alring on artificial wmajesty. One by
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one the persons were shown to him;

their names were ticked off. But there

was yet one name to be ticked off.
was she?

The Jap officer
wards the Chines e oAuiringly to-

“There’s yet "
ofanere’s yet & Tsul Tanain” said the

“She's in bed,” replied Lao
“Why? Peng

“I am {1,” answered a soft v
within the opposite room. olee from

“How is she related " :
the officer. to you?” asked

“In no way,” replied old Peng.
“What's she doing here?”
“Nothing.”

The Jap officer was shocked. .It Wi
something inconceivable that a womanM
should be living with one to whom she
was not related and be doing nothing,

' “Then Why is she nvlns here?”
“She’s a guest.”

“Was she born here?”
“No.”

“Whe!'e was ‘he bom?u

“Somewhere in the north,” intervened
Tannin coming forward a few steps,
having got up from her bed. She was
afraid. There before her stood the Jap
officer, his chin tilted up and an awk-

K;:dly artificial smile hovering over his

The Jap officer paced tow
stopped before her and looke:rdaxgdel?
into her eyes. Lao Peng had half a
mind to dart at the officer and tear his
throat. But something held him to his
Spot; something that ran in the Chinese
blood since the times of Confucius and
Lao Tse. Patience! Yes, that was what
was needed on these occasions. These
Japs would not go scotfres. The day
of judgment would dawn. And then
these pigmy power-drunken militar-
ists would have to answer for their
atrocities, for thelr rapes and loots. Let
the Jap officers be as cruel as they
could be to the unarmed Chinese women
and children so that the Chinese might

detest them the
Peng stood m.mmo‘w that. leo

raG

e§e &t

“Buiddenty he clicked
ed a

The offiver stared her out of face.

. in his broken Chinese:
N, ug  pretiy! You ;

are Ml"_
fier chiock. He winked bl
her from behind the glasses.
| his boots and
march ew steps.

Abruptly he turned back and again
stood looking at her.

Teui Tannin was there before his
thirsty eyes, her face aglow with youth
and ire. She was .

«“you are pretty! You are pretty!”

His look was frightening. She scream-
ed. And he walked out with an affected
military bearing.

Her innocent eyes rose towards old
Lao Peng.

. “Don’t worry, daughter Tannin.

Patience! All will be right some day”

And his hand softly touched her back.
- * *

She stood alone before the Jap officer.
She presented a lovely picture; she, with
thet yellow complexion, those black
curly locks and that besautiful bluish
mole on the base of the mneck. She
literally shone with youth. He stood
up, walked round the table and faced
her sternly. :

“rsui Tannin, you are pretty!” he
spouted.

His eyes winked behind the glasses.
The awkward, artificial smile fitted on
those lips. She was silent.

“You know why you are brought to
this military camp?” he asked.

“I don't know.”

“Why don’t you know?”

“I haven't been told.”

Her little frame was trembling. Yet
there was confidence in her tone; cour-
age in her look and dignity in her gait.

«aA woman is the leader of the gueril-
las. You are that woman,” he an-
nounced.

“I am not.”

“T say you are. Therefore you are.”

. "What e R e ] ndiid

“You must be eliminated. We have-
lostslltait.hinsendmgyoutoapﬂson
house. The dirty guerillas are

active in Mberating the imprisoned...."”

He paused abruptly. He looked at
her wickedly. .

“Here's the pistol You know our.
reputed hara karl. You must eliminate
yourself.” .

He took out a pistol and held it
frighteningly in his stodgy ‘hand. Hold-
ing the pistol, he walked towards her.
She mysteriously forgot all fear ‘of
death. Her frame trembled no more.
She stood before him, her feet nailed
to the floor. o

«you are pretty! You are brave tool”

She was brave. It was samething his
Japanese mind couldn’t explain. How*

could anyone be brave, without & pistol}

w'thout a gun? He walked closer, pute
ting back the pistol in its place. Hd:

stood face to face. He .pinched her
cheek. He smiled artificiallj: He pulled .

her towards himself. He was over-
whelmed by passion. Everything was
forgotten: his country, the divine
Mikado.... Only Tannin imoved in his
mind, waltzed on his heart, warbled
through every sinew of his pigmy frame.
He closed his eyes and pulled her nearer.

Suddenly you heard a shut. And the
stodgy, small Jap officer fell back on
the ground, his high  military boots
kicking one another fatally and his
glasses shattered to pleces. Presently
there was the rush of many boots. She
was there, the dead officer’s pistol In
her hand. All around her were Jap
soldiers, with glistening Bayonets. €he
stood erect and turned the pistol right
at her head A shot and down she fell
with a thud.

And . was quiet. Only jackboots
moved oan}l the ground pounding it wrath-
fully. In a moment there started the
ceaseless firing of the cannons. Jap
planes shot up the sky and buzzed In
futile circles. The might of.the Mikado
was shown off.

It is related that a noted politician who was surveying the
landscape from the back platform of a railroad car in motion,
was warned by the coloured porter that he must not stand
there, and when he remarked that he thought a platform was
meant to stand on, the darky replied, “Oh no, sah, a platform
sin't meant to stand on. It's meant to get in on.”

1
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HE SIGNING of the treaties with
Italy, Rumania, Bulgaria, Hun-
gary and Finland has brought peace
. in the official and formal sense of
the term to all parts of Europe ex-
cept Germany and Austria. Till the
very last moment it was doubttul if
Yugostavia and Italy would sign the
treaties. " But in the end discretion
proved the better part of valour and
both have signed them. It is Italy
that suffers most in consequence of
.the peace treaty. She has lost
major territories in her Eastern
frontier, the Dodacanese group of
islands in the Aegean Sea and has
renounced her claim to her African
colonies. Mussolini set his heart on
the pevival of a “Roman Empire.”
His Miscism has resulted in Italy
being deprived of even the modest
empiré she had before the war. Fin-
land and Rumahia have also had to
cede certain territories to Russia.
In one sense Russia may be said
to be the greatest gainer in Europe,
though the gaims are not directly
due to the peace treaties. For. in
addition to the formeal acquisition
of territories through these treaties
she has been #ble to establish her
indirect domination and influence
over the whole of Central and East-
ern Europe. Her empire now is
really far more extensive than even
that of Napolean at the height of
his power. This is the permanent
outcome of the Second World War
so far as the balance of power in
Europe is concerned.

THE SECURITY COUNCIL

The long-drawn out debate in the
Security Council at New York as to
the procedure to be adopted in con-
sidering the subject of reduction of
armaments has come to a close.
The American point of view has
been adopted. The issue of the
control of atomic weapnns is to be
considered independently of the
issue of general disarmament and
the latter is not to have the orior-
ity which was claimed for it by the
Soviet. Moreover, the Disarmament
Commission 13 not to have the right
to deal with atomic matters. In
pursuance of this agreement the
Security Council has now.set up a

Disarmament Commission whose
duty it would be to prepare within
not more than three months pro-
posals for the general regulation
and reduction of armaments. The
Council has also begun to consider
the report of the Atomic Energy
Commission embodying in the main
the suggestions of Baruch, the
former representative of the United
States, on that body. This is a wel-
come move as the consideration of
the report has been put off on some
ground or other for the last two
months. A third result of the
agreement on procedure is the pass-
ing of a resolution requesting the
Military Staff Committee to submit
before April 30, its recommendations
regarding the armed forces which
the members of the United Nations
are to place at the disposal of the
Security Council for enforcing col-
lective security. This is absolutely
necessary before any nation can be
persuaded to adhere to any plan of
disarmament. All this indicates
that by summer the Security Coun-
c¢il will have some concrete pro-
posals before it for bringing about
a general reduction of armaments—
a step which is a preliminarv re-
quisite to the maintenance of inter-
national security and peace.

UN.0. TO CONSIDER
PALESTINE

The London Conference on Pales-
tine has failed and Rritain has now
decided on placing the whole aues-
tion before the United Nations

Organization. This is the only an-

propriate course open to her. She
holds Palestine as a mandatory
under the old League of Nations
and she cannot leeallv bring about
a chanee in the status of that coun-
try unless it be with the avoroval
of the United Nations Organisation.
But all this is different from saying
that the UN.O. wiil succeed in de-

vising a solution for the Palestine

‘ ;by

prof. M.VERNATARANGAIYA, u.A.

i will be satisfactory

problem Wos

to the g 88 well as the Jews.
The Arab# st on the preserva-
tion, first, e unity of Palestine,
and secon of their numerical

They are dead
on. They cannot tole-
rate the J8¥S ever becoming a
majority. h equal fervour the

Jews 2 the creation of a
separate pnal State for them-
selves In e even though it

impif. & partition of the
might f they also demand an

\cl(x’\l;;:xtxli.yted t for the Jews abroad

to come

preponde
against pas?

't);: w’tli'gli tter before the UN.O
has not received with enthu-
siasm either 97 the Arabs or by the
Jews. bs want is in-

md tRere is a danger
s;g:nghe UXO. might recommend
the contin“‘pce of the mandate in
the new or® of trusteeshin. The

afreid that as they :ﬁ:

tly. represented on
{11015 odi:;gn!ould be none to plead
their 'cw’e.w"l‘here is also the risk
that the question may be looked al
ts 0¥n merits but only as
not ::;n in thf game of power poli-
an i n alone the bigger
ties I o Mviet, the USA. and
State‘s—— ~gre Jnterested. The pro-
3:‘;13 &enf s no rearer solution.

couNCIL OF FOREIGN

MINISTERS

The Aepuhis

of
Ministers "%, conference in London

the Forelan
the Big Four States

now m:l?e the ground for the Moa- .

to prep ce h -able
erent ave not been-a
cow Con‘w any agreement on the

trgo::n';:npomnt questions of pro-

N

cedure to be adopted in the prepa-
ration of the peace treaty with
Germany and Austria or of the kind
of treaties to be concluded. Such
questions are being left over for
decision by the Foreign Ministers
themselves later on at Moscow. The
part that smaller powers have to
play in drafting the peace treaties
is one source of disagreement be-
tween the Soviet on the one side

. and Britain and America on the

other. The Soviet is not prepared
to give to the smaller powers the
opportunity to play an important
part in the matter. She looks with
disfavour even on China having a
substantial share even though she
(China) has been reckoned as one
of the Big Five. Apart from this,
on matters regarding "Austria also,
certain acute points of difference
have cropped up. The Boviet wants
to treat Austria as an enemy State
while Britain and the United States
are disposed to look at her more as
a victim of Hitlerism and not as a
regular belligerent. Another point
of difference is the assessing of
German property in Austria. The
Soviet is anxious to include in this
category properties which really be-
long to Austria and which became
German only technieallv as 2 result
of the annexation of that State to
Germany. All these questions there-
fore will have to be solved at
Moscow.

FRANCE

Speaking before the United States
Senate Foreign Relations Commit-
tee the other day, Mr. George Mar-
shall, the Secretary of State, said
that “the world is in a very critical
condition.” This seems to be true
of most countries. It is not Britain
alone that is passing through a
severe crisis. France is facing a

.gimilar if not a worse situation. The

labour unrest has assumed serious
proportions in that country. Work-

© tion,

- Government.

ers of all grades are demanding a
general increase in wages. The Gov-
ernment, on the other hand, is em-
barking on a polcy of price reduc-
Leon Blum, the: previous
Prime Minister, brought .down the

prices by 5 per cent and the present f

Prime Minister proposes ®a reduce
them by another 5 per went. But
such a price policy will become im-
possible if meanwhile the ‘labourers
demand a wage increase. Emplo-
yers. cannot afford to pay higher
wages to satiafy the labomrers and
also reduce prices to setisfy the
The country .is thus
placed in a dilemma. Meghwhile
the labourers are forcing: the issue
through widespread strikes. A token
general strike has taken place and
the members of the civil services,
the police, the transpor% workers
and workers in several otBer public
utility concerns took part in it.
Newspaper workers have been on
strike for a number of days. Food
shortages, coal shortage and several
other shortages of essemtials are
adding to the labour unrest. It is
feared in certain quarters that all
this might even lead to &vil strife.
The economic unrest is reacting on
the position of the Cabinet. The
cleavage between the Communists
on the one side and the Socialists,
the Christian Democrats and the
other parties in the Cabinet on the
other, is becoming wider. The Com-
munists are unwilling to oppose the
workers’ demand for higher wages
or to actively support the policy of
price reductlon. Meanwhile dif-
ferences have arisen in reeard to
the proposed Anglo-Frenth alliance.
The Communists are a Wttle suspi-
clous of its outcome. They fear that
it mav alienate them from Russia.
And if a split occurs between them
and the other parties and if they
decide on leaving the Cabinet, the
situation in France will assume a
grave character.

THE SOVIET ELECTIONS

It is strange that while elaborate
reports are made available about
elections in countries like Greece,
Bulgaria, Rumania and Finland,
very little is known about elections
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in Soviet. A few days ago there
were 0. B elections held for the
Supreme Soviets (Parliaments) of
the Republics of the Soviet Uniomn.
Nearly sixty millions representing
.99.06 per cent of the general elec-
torate took part in the voting. This
is. a record number. In no country
does such a large percentage parti-
cipate in elections. This shows the
enthusiasm displayed by the pea-
sants and workers of the Union in
political matters. There is however
a. tendency ‘to belittle the signifi-
cance of all this on the ground that
elections .do not have the same
meaning in Russia as they have in
orthodox democratic countries like
England, France and the United
States. This is due to the fact that
in Russia the Communist Party is
the only legally recognised party and
as no other political party is allowed
to exist the candidates standing for
election are all set up by this one
party and the choice left to the voter
consequently becomes narrowed. It
is only when candidates belonging
to different parties and with different
policles and programmes stand for
election that the voter’s vote has
any significance. The only relaxa-
tion from the rigidity of this
rule is that the Communist Party
is permitted to put up as can-
didates some non-party men also
while it is open to trade unions and
other workers’ organisations to sug-
gest certain candidates. The Soviet

view of democracy is different from
the traditional view of ‘ft s it
obtains in counfries where there is
& ‘'large amount of economic in-
equality. This does not mean that
elections have ho significance An
Russia. It only means that the sig-
nificance has to be differently
estimated.

BRITISH FOREIGN POLICY
AND INDIA -

It was good that Mr. Bevin made
an exlempore speech at the dinner
given in London in honour of Mr.
Asaf Ali, the Indian Ambassador to
Washington. In it he stated clearly
that India is the key to the critical
situation in which the world is now
placed as a consequence of the
threat of Russian imperialism and
the financial imperialism of the
United States, with Britaln in the
middle. In a prepared speech he
would not have been so frank in his
references to Russia and the United
States and he would have used some
kind of diplomatic language. This
statement 1s highly revealing and
explains to a great extent what the
motivating factors are in the deter-
mination of British foreign policy
and why the British are particular
today in adopting a policy of con-
ciliation towards India and preserv-
ing as far as possible her political
unity. . e

.

Being in Berne in 1905, after expressing my surprise at the
excellence of the government of the Swiss Confederation, I
asked a well-informed and judicious Swiss friend to tell me
frankly what he thought were its faults. ‘“You must have some
faults,” I said, “and you can afford to let me know of them.”
After a little reflection he replled: “We have a practice of
referring a difficult question on which legislation 1s desired to
a Committee—like one of your Royal Commissions or Parlia-
mentary Committees in England—which is charged to enquire

into and report on the subject.

S8uch a Committee frequently

chooses to conduct its investigations at some agreeable mountain
hotel during the summer months, and lives there at the public
expense longer than is at all necessary. This may not often

hapoen, but we consider it a scandal.” “If
I replied “and this is the blackest sin yo

think of Paris and Montreal
the words of our children's
grace that have made

you are not jesting,”
U can confess, then

, Pittsburg and Cincinnati, and in
hymn, bless the goodness and the

ou a ”__
“Modern Democrsoles.” y happy Swis boy."—Bryoe in



PREMA GOES TO THE A.LR.

by K. SUNDER RAJAN '

WHENEVER my wife suggests to
, me -to hear our ‘sweet’
daughter’s music on the violin I

know that a wordy duel is just round
the corner. I know precious little
music myself and when Prema takes
to her violin It is a polite request
for me to clear out of the house.
This weapon has been conveniently
adopted by my wife who, whenever
she wants me to be out of the way,
‘asks Prema to sing a few kritls of
Tyagaraja. As Prema goes on re-
lentlessly playing one Kkriti after
another, her mother will be looking
out of the window to see if I have
gone out. The joke got into such
scandalous proportions that when-
ever I was found rushing out of my
house my neighbours greeted me
with the question: “What, has your

daughter started her violin exer-
cise?”

Imagine my surprise, then, when
one day Mangalam (pardon me, it is
my better-half’'s name) dandled be-
fore me a brown cover with an en-
closure from the All-India Radio
fixing a half-hour programme for
Prema on the morning of the fol-
lowing Wednesday. It was an agree-
able surprise for me and my wife
rated me soundly for my colossal
ignorance and lack of taste in not
being able to appreciate her daugh-
ter’s music. My distaste for Prema’s
music vanished and I began to be-
stow solicitous attention on her per-
formance from that very day.
Prema for her part was much moved
by my change of heart and the re-
sult was the inauguration of an
almost non-stop performance of
hectic bow versus string rub by
Prema. As a fond parent, proud of
the accomplishments of his daugh-
ter, I wrote to all my relatives in-
forming them of the great event.

" As the day approached I was not
able to sleep properly in the nights.
I was anxious that Prema should
acquit herself creditably as the
worthy - daughter of a -worthy
father. I counselled her not to get
excited although the little girl made

out that it was not she but some-
one else who was getting excited. I
imagned my little Prema being gar-
landed profusely by the radio
authorities. Perhaps magazines may
go rapturous over the ‘little genius.’
I heard someone saying “Surely she
must be Tirukkodikaval Krishna
Iyer re-born” and turning round I
found that it was none but mpyself.

Wednesday morning found us up
and active at 5 am. Suddenly I
heard the nolse of the moving
wheels of a jutka. ‘The cart stop-
ped in front of my house and out
jumped my sister and her husband
while their three little kids brought
up the rear. My sister told me that
to comply with my request she
had come to Madras to listen to
Prema’'s music. Incidentally she
would stay in Madras for a fort-
night and spend the Christmas with
her beloved brother. I could not give
her any reply. Vague apprehen-
sions about my probable expenses
during my sister’s stay floated be-
fore my eyes and I was brought to
my senses by a vigorous slap on my
back. My two brothers-in-law had
come bringing with them their
mother. I felt that I was a lost
man. On second thoughts, however,
I consoled myself. Was not my child
Prema making her debut in the
music world to-day? It was but
fitting that her relations should be
present on the glorious occasion.

Before leaving the house Prema
prostrated before me. I was over-
come with emotion, my tongue falt-
ered and I could only nod my head.
I engaged a cart to take Prema
and her mother to the Radio Sta-
tion. The whole street turned out
to see them off.

The clock struck 8. In about
quarter of an hour’s time Prema
was to get immortalised. I was as
excited as a sprinter at the starting
point. Just when the English news
was nearing completion, my radlo
set was seized with a terrific booing
sound. You can imagine my an-
guish. I put off the switch and

after five s, with consider-
able misgivingé I'tuned in once
. Ah, Heavens be praised!
There was my Prema playing her
tavourite kriti in a truly magnlﬁ'-
cent manner with a professional’s
tempo. I was amased at her per-
formance. I looked around and
watched.the faces of my relatives.
It was'the proudest moment of my
life. One ‘sangatl’ was s0 fine that
1 cried ‘Once more, Prema’. Fortu-
nately this remark passed off un-
noticed, I began discussing with my
relatives the prospects of a violi-
nists's career for my Prema. »
Just then a cart stopped in front
of the. house. I cursed the new-
comers for rudely intruding when
our Prema’s great performance was
about to conclude. But lo! my
sister’s son came shouting ‘Prems

has come.! “What?- Prema has
come?” I shouted. ‘At the same
time " the announcer’s voice rasped
out “As Kumari Prema was unable
to come, Vidwan Srinivasan of the
A. 1. R. gave a violin performance
during the last half-an-hour.” Poor
Prema told me that dtht.;a t'homb
wouldn’t pull the cart an even
before they crossed Lloyd’s Road it
was inclined to advance in the rear
with the result that by the time
they reached Royapettah it was
past the stipulated time. 8o they
had returned home. I was enraged.
I wanted to teach the cartman a
lesson. That fellow and hl;; sigw;
moving horse deserved to ot.
Imagige my surprise to find the
horse galloping away from my
house and the fellow grimacing at
me!
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DR. JULIAN HUXLEY

MAN OF MANY PARTS

HE MAN IN THE STREET knows

the recently appointed Secre-
tary-General of UNESCO as a voice
—a pleasant, friendly, intelligent
voice. Dr. ‘Jullan Huxley, an ad-
mirable broadcaster, is an original
member of the Brains Trust.

Dr. Julian Huxley has everything: .

matter and manner are alike un-
- failingly right.

On only one occasion has he been

known: to be a few minutes late for
a Brains Trust; this was at the
height of the London blitz when the
Zoo of which he was then in charge
had been hit, with the result that
some of the animals escaped; the
director had been kept out till the
small hours chasing a stallion zebra
round Maida Vale.

About this same time, on a sug-
gestion from his wife—who, Swiss
by birth, is by & happy chance eall-
ed Juliette—he put on an “Off the
Ration” Exhibition in the elephant
walk in the Zoological Gardens, to
encourage people to grow mare food.
His lively pen supplied gay verses
for the various exhibits: the ostrich,
for example, carried the following
admonition:

Don't be an ostrich
With a head in the sand
And fail to grow greenstuff
If you've got the land.

Each extra savoy that
You put on the map
Is gain to your country
A plume in her cap.

His outstanding quality is his im-
mense vitality. Never bored himself,
boredom cennot exist in his com-
pany. This, combined as it is with
a first-rate intellectual equipment,
a wide knowledge of peoples and
places and an unresting concern
with ideas, makes him the ideal
chief officer for UNESCO.

Julian Sorrell Huxley, now in his
60th year, is a son of Leonard
Huxley, the- distinguished Liberal

Julian Huxley.

editor, and grandson of Thomas
Huxley. His resemblance to the
great rationalist is mnot merely
facial: it extends to the character-

istic contour of his thinking..From .

Eton, where he was a King's Scho-
lar, he went to Balliol, again with a
major Scholarship, and at Oxford
carried everything the University
had to offer by way of prizes and
distinctions. For several years he
taught in Houston, Texas (at the
Rice Institute) and his contacts
with the U.S. have ever since been
continuous and warm,

After World War I (when he was
attached for a short period to the
British G.H.Q. in Italy) he returned
to Oxford: took part.in the expedi-
tion to Spitzbergen organised by the
University and then became a pro-
fessor at King’s College, London, a
post he retained until 1935 when he
became Becretary of the Zooligical
Society and director of the Zoo In
Regent’s Park, a post he held until

QGannets—he ‘visited - Afries more
than once, both in connection with
Lord .Hailey's Survey, and on educa=

‘tional missions sponsored by the

Government.

* A FAIR DEAL FOR THE TEACHER
by BINOD

INHERE can be no better evidence
4 of the perverted sense of values

in -tHi¥ topsy-turvy world than the

way we treat the members of the
teaching profession.

The edifice of the nation is of
many fabrics; among these, its
schoolteachers are of great import-
ance. They it is who give a start
to the young; they it is who keep
alight the lamp of learning, pre-
serve the cultural inheritance. and
foster the spirit of intellectual and
scientific enquiry. To them go the
nation’s children: from them come
the leaders of the future.

Yet who cares for the teacher? His
glories are unsung. He has been
the subject of no sacred bard. He
has barely insinuated his way into
a modern novel.

Poverty marks him for her own.
Wwith a pay somewhat lower than
the unemployed dole in other coun-
tries, he is always down and out.
He lives on the bare edge of every-
day necessaries, while a carefully
considered and severely monotonous
way of life presses on his spirit. One
day to him is a replica of all others,
nothing “exciting” ever happens.
There are no pleasant surprises, no
unexpected visits, and treats there
are none.

Even thus he is hardly able to
achieve that tortuous labour known
in small households as making ends
meet. For, just as he tries to make
both ends meet, somebody—the
grocer, the cloth dealer or the rack-
renting landlord—moves them fur-
ther apart.

His - misery and discontent are
aggravated by contrast with the in-
solent displays of extravagant

splendour around him. In a soclety
of which the motive force is money,
he has no money. In a world in
which status is the index of worth,
he has no status. In an order in
which power is the key to comfort,
he has no power.

It is time the teacher was given
a square deal. Not ethics alone but
practical politics demands that this
should be done. If the money isn't
there, it must be found, because
things other and greater than
money are at stake. Children are
the nation's most valuable asset,
and measures for their well-being
must be regarded as the premiums
to be paid on the insurance policy of
the nation’s destiny. If these pre-
miums are high, they must still be
paid, for this is a policy that must
not be allowed to lapse. :

Schoolteachers recently have in
some cases shown unusual energy
in voicing their demands. They
have staged demonstrations and
gone on strike and undertaken fasts.
And who shall blame them? These
developments provide an inkling of
the immense upsurge of the under-
privileged which i3 the key to the
social upheavals of our time. They
are the last resort of persons who
are becoming a lttle tired of legal

democratic official ineffective ac-
tion.

This does not mean that our
schoolteachers will discard their
pens and ravage the country with
fire and sword. They swarm easily
put they are not barbarians; they
are poor but they are not tramps.
They are the victims of a system
which must not be allowed to be-.
come an eternal truth, :

1
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Sealed pint bottles

Price {Supply into customer’s
vessels from sealed
can ‘

Madras:

Chepauk.
Nungambakkam.
Mylapore 1.

Mylapore II.

108, Big St., Triplicane.
Abiramapuram,
Royapettah I.
Royapettah 1I.

9. Lakshmipuram. -

LR R R

@

price mentioned above.

and a receipt given.

Colombo.

10.
iL
1z,
13.
14.
15.
18.
1.
18.

The Government Milk Factory supplies first class milk reconstituted by
& special hygienic process from milk powder with the addition of vitamin A,

Four annas per pint

One anna six pies per

ollock.

Gopalapuram.
Alwarpet.

T'Nagar 1.

T'Nagar II.

T’Nagar 1I1.
T’Nagar IV,
Teynampet I.
Madavapuram.
Saidapet II1 Branch.

Fr T LT L DT T TR T UL LT TL LT S L L LU L nutuuuIrnRin T

Isswed by the Director of Information & Publicity, Govt. of Madras.

milk can be obtained from the following branches of the 'r.b.c.s.

.Coupons entitling holder to a guaranteed daily supply are being issued
by the above branches to customers who register.
payment is made on taking the milk. There is a small deposit required of
those taking sealed bottles as security for return of bottle,

The reconstituted milk will also be sold in retail at the Factory premises
in Adyar in the Government Godowns (near Chingleput Collector's Office)
between the hours of 6-0 a.m. and 9 a.m. and 3-0 p.m. to 5 p.m. at the

Coupons are free and

Payment must be made in advance for a period not exceeding one month
at a time for direct supply from the factory. Deposits in cash for the supply
of milk will be received at the Pactory Office between 11 a.m. and 6 p.m.

For other particulars, please apply to the Manager, Milk Factory, Madras.
The reconstituted milk i3 similar to that which has proved so popular in

Unutilised milk is sold without coupons after 8-30 a.m. in the forenoon
and 6 p.m. in the afternoon at T.U.C.8. branches.

PLEASE MAKE A TRIAL PURCHASE.
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RECONSTITUTED MILK

REGISTER NOW.

REFORMS FOR TRAVANCORE

by “MIMI”

HE provisional scheme of constitu-

tional reforms for Travancore
contained in the recent Government
communique smacks more of an im-
perial and colonial mentality than of
a substantial element of responsibility
in the contemplated Government. Far

from having any resemblance whatso- -

ever to the American constitution as
was so loudly and so extravagantly
claimed for it, the suggested scheme is
akin to the imperialist constitutions
framed in the past by Parliament for
India. It is regrettable that the devices
adopted by an imperial power to per-
petuate its rule over India should have
been sought to be repeated on behalf
of the Ruler of an Indian State with
reference to his own subjects. When
it is found that the proposed scheme
bears a close resemblance in certain
parts to the condemned Government of
India Acts of 1819 and 1935 and is worse
than those Acts in certain other res-
pects, nobody need have any fear of
being charged with exaggeration or
playing to the gallery in describing the
scheme as thoroughly reactionary,
wholly out of tune with the demands
of the time and totally opposed to the
aspirations of the people.

The proposed scheme confers equal
and identical powers on the two cham-
bers of the Legislature, though the
Assembly is to be elected on the basis
of the general constituency to represent
the entire people of the State and_the
State Councl! on “a functional and
facultative basis.” No constitution in the
world providing for a responsible gov-
ernment creates a bicameral legislature
with co-equal powers, as the sole func-
tion of the upper chamber is to act as
a revising authority, thereby preventing
or delaying any hasty legislation that
may be resorted to by the uncontrolled
populace represented in the Assembly.
Even the Senate of the Congress of
U.S.A. which is considered to be the
most powerful upper chamber in the
world, though having considerable in-
fluence over the President and the
administration, does not possess equal
powers with the House of Represent-
atives; a money bill cannot originate in
the Senate. Section 63 of the Govern-
ment of India Act, 1919, which has been
incorporated in Schedule IX to the
Act of 1935 declares, “Except as other-
wise provided by or under this Act,

a bill shall not be deemed to have.
been passed by the Indian Legislature
unless it has been agreed to by both
chambers, elther without amendment or
with such amendments only as may be
agreed to by both chambers”—and this
provision has been practically verbatim
transferred in para 23 of the Travan-
core Government communique., Though
the Act of 1919 did not make any dis-
tinction between money bills and other
bills, it gave power only to the Legis-
lative Assembly to sanction the budget
demands. On the other hand, though
the Government of India Act, 1935 made
a distinction between financial bills and
other bills in keeping with other
Dominion constitutions, in so far as the
financial bills can originate only in the
lower house, it provided that demands
for grants in the Federal centre have
to be passed by both the Assembly and
the Council of State, the two houses
being bodies with co-ordinate powers,
and that in the Provinces the second
chambers have no power in connection
with demands. Thus the scheme for
Travancore, in not making a distinetion
between financial bills and other bills

‘and providing for the demand for

grants to be submitted to both houses
of the Legislature, runs contrary to the
provisions of all other constitutions of
the world prescribing a bicameral legis-
lature and is more reactionary than
the Government of India Act, 1919.
What was not good for India in 1919,
cannot obviously be good for Travan-
core in 1947 when India is on the
threshold of freedom and the people are
claiming complete sovereignty. Parti-
cularly when the exact character and
composition of the upper house is not
known, to invest it with powers equal
to those of the Assembly is to impose
an unwarranted fetter on the powers
of the latter whose supremacy has been
recognised in all demoeratic constitu-
tions of the world.

Para 24 of the scheme prohil
Legislature from enacting gr dl:}:ismin;
any matter relating to or affecting the
Royal family of Travancore, the State
forces, the Hindu religious endowments
the relations of the Government with'
the British Government, the Govern-
ment of India or with foreign States or
Princes, matters governed by treaties
conventions, etc., or the provisions of
the Reforms Act. Such serfous and



drastic restrictions imposed on the
powers of the Legislature will make a
mockery of responsibility and reduce
the Legislature to a position of definite
subordination. ¥Further, such a provi-
sion is absolutely uncalled for in view
of India becoming free and Indlan
States autonomous units within a well-
defined Federal structure. This, coup-
led with the provision that the previous
sanction of Dewan is necessary for the
introduction of any measure (a) which
affects the public revenues of the
State or which imposes a charge on
such revenues or (b) which affects the
religion or religious rites and usages of
any class of the State subjects, or (c)
which repeals or amends any law pass-
ed by His Highness directly (whose
power to pass laws directly in the
future is in no way to be limited or
controlled even by the constitution)
nullifies any claim for the supremacy
of the Legislature or prevalence of the
popular will,

One of the fundamental features of
a democratic constitution providing for
a responsible government is that fullest
powers should be conferred on the
Legislative Assembly representing the
peoble, over the purse of the State. It
is in fact the most formidable weapon
in the hands of the Legislature to pull
up the executive, to criticise it and to
refuse sanction to the demand for

grants moved by it whenever it wants.

to exercise control over the actions of
the executive in the day-to-day admi-
nistration, and any provision curtailing
the powers of the Legislature in this
respect has come to be considered as
retrograde and reactionary. This scheme
of reforms provides that a number of
heads of expenditure including those
that relate to ltems removed from the
cognisance of the Legislature, pensions
and eratuities, salaries and allowances
of officers appointed under the Sign
Manual or whose appointments are
specified in Rules passed under the
Art (the scheme does not specify the
officers to be appointed under the Sign
Manual), contributions made by the
State and maramat and Dpolitical ex-
penditure involving the major portion
of the State expenditure, shall not be
submitted to the vote of the Legisla-
ture; further they shall not even
be discussed by the Legislature. No-
thing can be more derogatory to
the powers of the Legislature. Even
the Government of India Act of 1935
which provided for certain items of ex-
penditure being non-votable in the
sense that they are not to be submitted
to the vote of the Legislature, expressly
‘stated that it “shall not be construed as
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preventing the discussion in the Legis-
lature of those estimates.” ‘Thus it can
be clearly seen that the powers of the
Travancore Legislature under the new
scheme will be far more contracted than
those of the Legislatures under the
Government of India Act of 1835. But
it is not all. The scheme also provides
that with regard to even those items
that are to be submitted to the vote
of the Legislature, “if the Dewan de-
clares, for reasons to be stated in writ-
ing, that he is satisfied that any de-
mand which has been refused by either
house or by the joint sitting is essen-
tial to the discharge of the responsi-
bilitles of the Government, the Govern-
ment may act as if the demand had
been passed by the YLegislature” 8o,
the posl.tion of the Legislature with re-
gard to the State exvenditure boils
down to this: (1) certain items of ex-
penditure involving a major portion of
the expenditure are not tn be submitted
to the vote of the Legislature (2) the
other items of expenditure will be sub-
mitted to the Lerislature; but their de-
cision is not final with regard to them.
If the Legislature refuses to pass any
demand. the Dewan can certify that
such a demand is essential to the dis-
charge of the responsibilities of the
Government and restore the grant.
Thus in the ultimate analysis, the
Legislature has no final and effective
control over the expenditure' of even a
single ple of the State revenue. All
that it can have is the satisfaction of
discussing and voting on some heads of
expenditure and seeing its adverse vote
nullified and the demands it had re-
fused being restored by the Dewan.
Jorresponding to Section 67 (2A) of
the Government of India Act 1919, and
to Sections 40 (2) and 86 (2) of the
Act 1935, there is an omnibus provision
contained in para 26 of the Travancore
scheme declaring, “The Dewan shall
have the power to certify, for reasons
to be stated in writing, that any bill
which has been introduced or proposecd
to be introduced in either chamber of
the Legislature or any clause of such
bill or any amendment thereto affects
the safety or tranquillity of the State
or any part thereof and he shall also
have the power to direct that no pro-

‘ceedings shall be taken by the chamber

in relation to such bill, clause or
amendment” and the language of the
provision in all material particulars is
identical with that of the sections re-
ferred to above. At least with regard
to these provisions of the Act of 1935,

there was the Instrument of Ipstruc-

tions directing the Governor not to
exercise the power to stay proceedings
in respect to a bill, unless in his judg-

~ ment, “the public discussion of the bill,

clause or amendment would itself en-
danger, peace and tranquillity” and any
unjustifiable action of the Governor in
this regard will be openly discussed in
the British Parliament. But the dis-
cretion of the Travancore Dewan will
be absolute and uncontrolled in this
regard and there is no authority under
the scheme to prevent its unreasonable
exercise. Para 27 of the scheme pro-
vides for certified legislation by which
“Where either chamber of the Legisla-
ture refuses leave to Introduce or to
pass in a form recommended by the
Government, any bill, the Dewan shall
have the power to certify, for reasons
to be stated in writing, that the pass-
age of the bill is essential for the safety,
tranquillity or interests of Travancore
or any part thereof, and thereupon the
further necessary steps for the passing
of the bill, will be taken, and the bill

shall thereupon become law”—and this.

provision is practically a verbatim re-
production of Section 67-B of the Gov-
ernment of India Act 1919. It consti-
tuted such a serfous and drastic in-
fringement of the powers and functions
of the Legislature, that it was omitted
in the Government of India Act of
1935. But, with all the giory of a pro-
vision for responsible government on the
American model, it has found its place
in the Travancore scheme in 1947.

The Executive Committees contem-
plated in the scheme will have practi-
cally no power over the administration
of the State. It has been specifically
provided that “These Committees will
deal with matters of administrative
policy and administrative measures
pertaining to the subjects allotted to
them. But the Committee shall not
have power over the routine administra-
tion, or appointments, promotions,
transfers, etc., of the officers in the
Departments,” and even with regard to
matters of administrative policy and

administrative measures the recom- -

mendations of these Executive Commit-
tees are not final as “the Dewan shall
have power to veto any recommenda-
tion of the Executive Committees.”
Thus it 18 clear that the real executive
of the State is the sole individual, the
Dewan, and these Executive Commit-
tees are no more than glorious advisory
bodies whose recommendations on mat-
ters referred to them by the Dewan are
not binding on him. In the face of
these facts the clalm made by Sir C. P.
Ramaswami Alyar in explaining the
scheme that “His Highness the Maha-

raja has now decided to vest in the
Legislature complete control over all but
a few of the items of administrative
and executive policy” and “the com-
mittees through their chairmen may be
deemed to fulfil in effect and in es-
sence all the requisites of a responsible
Ministry” are, to put it in the mildest
terms, absolutely unwarranted.

Under the scheme the Dewan is in-
vested with a universal veto over all
actions of the Legislature and the Exe-
cutive Committees. To confer such a
power on an authority in whose ap-
pointment the people neither directly
nor indirectly through the Assembly
have any say is negation of the very
foundation of democracy.

Sir C. P. Ramaswaml Iyer has de-
clared that “while the popular will
should prevail in the executive and ad-
ministrative flelds, yet a removable
executive is not the best agency for the
purpose,” for, of many defects of such
an executive one is that- the existence
of the Ministry “is made dependent on
a chance vote of the Legislature,” But
in trying to provide for an irremovable
executive the scheme has completely
failed to provide for the prevalence of
popular will. Even under the scheme,
the Executive Committee are removable
by the Legislature by passing a specific
motion of no-confidence carried by not
less than two-thirds of the members of
the chamber against individual mem-
bers of the Committee. It is possible
to provide for a responsible Ministry,
at the same time taking care to see that
it is not dependent on a chance vote of
the Legislature. By providing that a
Ministry is removable only by a speci-
fic motion of no-confidence passed by
not less than two-thirds majority of
the members of the Assembly present
and voting and at least fifteen days’
notice shall be given for any such
motion, the defects pointed by Sir C. P.
in the case of a removable Ministry
can be eliminated. Such a proposal has
got the further advantage of giving a
chance to the Ministry to mend itself
before it Is actually removed from office,

_ When there is a provision for a Minis-

try enjoying the confidence of the
Legislature, there is no place for a
Dewan in the administrative field. The
position of the Ruler will correspond
exactly to that of the King of England,
being strictly a constitutional monarch.
Even if it is felt that the existence of
a2 Dewan is essential in the immediate
future, his appointment can be made
to depend upon the cholce of the Legis-
lature corresponding to the convention
followed in the eappointment of the



Governor-General in British Dominions
where the Government is consulted
before the Governor-General is actually
appointed, as was forcefully brought
out in the appointment of Mr. John
Mekell as Governor-General of Austra-
lia recently.

The constitutional position under the
scheme is as follows:

(1) The Legislature has no final say
in the budget proposals and in
the legislative measures.

(2) The recommendations of the Exe-
cutive Committees are subject to
the veto of the Dewan.

(3) The Dewan can prevent the Le-
gislature from passing any mea-
sure, force it to pass any measure,
restore any demand for grants re-
fused by the Legislature and re-
ject the recommendations of the
Executive Committees.

(4) The Dewan is at the head of the
whole machinery of the State and
he is appointed by the Ruler and
holds office during his pleasure,

(6) No provision of the scheme will
affect or derogate from the
powers of the Ruler to enact laws
or to take action under the
Ruler’s inherent sovereign powers.

Though this is the strict legal posi-
tion, the twin provisions for the intro-
duction of adult franchise and the re-
taining of the joint electorates with re-
servation of seats for minorities, which
are two of the welcome features of the
scheme may generate such a tremend-
ous power of political consclousness
and “cohesive political action” that the
character of the scheme may be entirely
changed within a surprisingly short
time. Further, the scheme is only ten-
tative and there 18 no reason to as-
sume at present that the Government
of Travancore who have promised to
consult representatives of public opinion
and take their views into consideration
before the new constitution is promul-
gated In the form of statute, will not
liberalise the scheme sufficiently to win
the wholehearted approval of the people
and serve as s model to other States,
particularly in view of the rapidity
with which events are moving in the
political horizon of India.

KUNDAN NARAIN

Sindhis were great businessmen
before the war. Business blood is
in their veins and there is hardly
any part of the world where you do
not bump across a Sindhi merchant.
The war affected them greatly and
they had to hurry back, at consider-
able sacrifice, to their home pro-
vince. They did not keep quiet in
Sind. They opened business firms
and netted tidy fortunes during the
hectic war period.

Now that peace is on, they are
again spreading their business
claws all over the world. Every
plane and ship that leaves Karachi

takes a handful of Sindhis who

want either to renew old contacts
or forge new ones.

Among the adventurous Sindhi
young men is Mr. Kundan Narain,
an enterprising Karachi photogra-
pher, who Is proceeding to the
United Kingdom and the United
States. on an eight-month tour,
mainly to study colour photography.

Though only 26, he is an artist in
3¢

Kundan Narain.
his realm. He comes from a well-
known firm whose members have
taken to photography as duck to
water. Narain wants to enlarge his
studio and-make it up-to-date on
American lines, on his return.
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CHIANG KAI-SHEK

SYMBOL OF THE NEW CHINA

MAN-POWER millionaire Chiang-

Kai-shek is the living symbol
of the new China. During the war,
wherever he moved was the No. 1
target of the Japanese air force.

Chiang Kai-shek’s position is
unique among world leaders. This
man, who is 59 this year, rules one-
fifth of mankind by the remotest of
remote control. Almost unseen,
almost unheard, Chiang alone in
4,000 years of Chinese history has
made the myriad Chinese—racially,
linguistically and physically as
diverse as Europe from Norway to
Italy and from Belgium to Poland
—salute a common cause gnd a
common flag. China wages a ruth-
less war on the seven deadly sins
of the country: slackness, indeci-
sion, red tape, graft, corruption,
evasion of responsibility and inac-

curacy For a crime against the
State, Chiang is merclless. A
panicky order took the sgcorched-
earth torch through Changsha in
1938, although the Japanese were
actually blocked 40 miles away.
Although the garrison commander,
a full General, was one of Chiang’s
‘“blood brothers” of the old Wham-
poa military academy days, he was
court-martialled and shot.

Chiang’s plan of war against
Japan needed all his great qualities
of statesmanship, ruthlessness, in-

telligence, political astuteness, stub- _

bormness of purpose, inspiration,
righteousness and ability to “meet
ten thousand changing circum-
stances with a changeless self.” On
July 7, 1937, he called all China to
arms, saying: “China fights to the
last. Neither a time of suffering
nor circumstances will permit our
stopping midway to seek peace.”
When the Japanese plunged into
North China and smashed at Shan-
ghai, Chiang possessed only 500,000
front-line Central Government
troops—“Chiang’s Own"—no tanks,
little artillery and only two hun-
dred fighters and bombers.

Foreign observers gave China
three months to survive: 8o Chiang
held Shanghai for three months to
show the nation—and the world—
that the Japanese were not invin-
cible. The Japanese took Nanking,
raped and looted for a month,
thinking the war was won. The
breathing space enabled Chiang to
reorganize his armies and begin
the now famous tactics of trading
space for time by drawing the
enemy into the interior. -

..

Chiang Kai-shek is affable, buoy-
ant, debonair. With a grin-lit, lean,
handsome face and a tall, spare,
uncommonly graceful frame, this
man whose eyes bore through you
when he talks to you has a tremend-
ous mental and physical force
dammed up within him.

.

CONFUCIAN SOCIALISM

VERSUS

MARXIAN COMMUNISM

by V. G. NAIR

HE KUOMINTAUNG - COMMU-
nist conflict in China is the
outcome of two diametrically op-
posed ideologies. Both strive for
one objective through two different
channels. One aspires to realise its
goal by peaceful means, and the
other by foroe. What we witness in
China is the manifestation of the
clash of ideas between Confucian
Socialism or State Socialism on the
one hand, and Marxian Communism
or Sclentific Socialism on the other.
Confucian Socialism is based on
the fundamental concept of the

world as one family. It taught that
‘all mankind originates with one
common ancester’ and ‘all within
the four seas are brethren’ It
viewed the world as a great Com-
monwealth of free nations. lLong
before Marxism was born, it pro-
claimed Universalism in all aspects
of life. The Analects, the Great
Learning, the Doctrine of the Mean
or the Conduct of Life constitute
the three great QGospels of Confu-
cian Socialism. In effecting reforms,
these Gospels advocated evolution-
ary rather than revolutionary

AN ENDURING OR SHORT-LIVED FRIENDSHIP?

President Chiang Kai-shek, Representative -of Conf
toast to Comrade Mao Tse-tung, Representative of
banquet in his honour,
Communist parley before the present outbreak of hostilities U.S. Amb
Patrick Hurley can be seen at the extreme right, ador

ucian Socialism giving a
Marxian Communism, at a

when the latter came to Chungking for the Government-

39



methods. They - relied on such
effective moral Laws as Kindness,
Love, Justice, Harmony and Peace
and rejected Hatred, Injustice, Dis-
Union and Chaos as infective wea-
pons.

Sun Yat Seny, Father of the Chi-
nese Republie, is the modern inter-
preter of Confucian Socialism. For
over thirty years, he studied its
theories along with the tenets of
Marxian Communism. Finally he
- found the latter wunsuitable to
Chinese soil and temperament.
China is an old country with an an-
cient civilization and traditions.
Compared to Russia, Europe and
America, she is industrially very
backward. He respected Marx, En-
gel and Lenin, but he asserted that
their Scientific Socialism could not
be applied to China In view of her
poor industrialisation. He therefore
opposed its introduction as it clash-
ed with his moderate, democratic
State Socialism. He proclaimed
that Socialism might be. brought
about through gradual reform and
peaceful evolution rather than
through class struggle and violent
revolution. He therefore condemn-
ed Marx’s revolutionary movement
which aimed at the overthrow of
the capitalistic system by force of
arms. His aim was essentially a
centralised State-controlled planned
economy evolved through legislative
enactments. With this object in
view, he founded the Kuomintaung
or the Peoples’ Party and entrusted
it with the task of working out his
schemes. He formulated his ldeals

in the now famous ‘Three Princi-
ples of the Peoples’, or the ‘San Min
Chu I, and advocated four cardinal
principles for creating a Socialist
State. They are (1).Equalisation of
land ownership; (2) regulation of
capital; (3) control of all large-
scale industries and (4) national
ownership of all means of produc-
tion, communication, transport and
public sale of food commodities.
Mao Tse-Tung, the foremost Red
leader of China says that his party’s
principles are based on Marxian
philosophy. The development and
progress of his party, he asserts,
originated in the determined fight
against dogmatism and empiricism
that repudiate Marxian theories. He
is wedded to class-struggle and
violent revolution. ‘Capital’ is his
political Bible and not the teach-
ings of Confucius and Sun Yat-sen.

No doubt, the Chinese Communist
Party includes many able Generals
and high intellectuals. Their pat-
riotism is not a whit less than Kuo-
mintaung followers. Their organ-
isational ability and administrative
talents are equal to those of Kuo-
mintaung leaders. But they stick
to Marx for their emancipation from
capitalistic oppression instead of
relying on their own racial and his-
torical traditions.

The future is shrouded in dark-
ness. Unless these two forces agree
to work under a common banner, 1t
is certain that they will fight until
one exterminates the other by sheer
force of arms.

When my sister, a decided redhead—decided about
everything—married a tall and taciturn ensign, everyone
said he would soon be the world’s most hen-pecked hus-
band. Instead, she behaved from the start like a child

the week before Christmas.

I asked how it happened.

My sister blushed. “The first thing I saw atter he
carried me across the threshold was a pair of his trousers
thrown over a chair. I started to put them away, but he

stopped me. ‘Put them on/

“‘But darling, what for?’

he said.

I protested. He just smiled.

So, to find out what he had in mind, I put them
on. They were about six sizes too big. ‘Do they fit?’
he asked. ‘Oh, sweetheart, you know they don't’ I an-
swered. He pulled me to his knees and said, his face
perfectly dead-pan, ‘Then never forget who wears the
pants in this family! "—(Anonymous).

BRIGADIER CARIAPPA

FUTURE C.IN-C. OF INDIA?

RIGADIER CARIAPPA, the first
Indian Army Officer to get a
King's Commission from the Royal
Military College, Sandhurst, twenty-
seven years ago is visiting London
at present and he has evoked much
interest in Fleet Street. The Evening
Standard regards him as the likely
man to be appointed C.-in-C. of the
independent Indian Army some day
in the future. Cariappa in an in-
terview told the Standard that as a

_ soldier he could have only one

loyalty and it was for his own Gov-
ernment. He said he was not a
“political.” Brigadier Cariappa is a
son of Coorg and is now in his 47th
year, A dark tall figure six feet
high, the Brigadier is a sportsman
with a good physical build, being a
keen athlete. He plays golf and
rides a horse with the ease of an
American cowboy of Arizonian
ranches. He counts among his per-
sonal friends such noted soldiers as
Field-Marshal Von Mannerheim of
Finland and Gen. Douglas Mac-
Arthur, the Supreme Allied Com-
mander in Japan to-day.

Brigadier Cariappa joined the
Indian Army in 1920 and served in
the first battalion of the Seventh
Rajput Regiment. He was in the
Waziristan Campaign of 1821-22 in
which for his part he got mentioned
in despatches. He is also the first
Indian to be sent to the Staff Col-
lege, Quetta, where he topped the
list of passers in the College course
and that was sixteen years ago. In
1933, Cariappa attended the Staff
College, Camborley. He was pro-
moted to the rank of Deputy As-
sistant Adjutant-General, being
posted to Quetta.

When World War II commenced,
Cariappa was back in Delhi with his
Regiment, himself being second in
command. Four years ago, he was
given another command of a bat-
tallon in his own Rajput Regiment
and this was the first time an
Indian was given the full com-
mand of a Regiment in the

Brigadier Cariappa (Right).

Indian Army. Next he was placed
as an Assistant Quarter-Master
General in the Twenty-sixth In-
dian Division and was posted to
the Arakan front where he had to
see continuously jungle warfare for
eighteen months. In the famous
battle of Tong Bhazar in 1944, Cari-
appa earned a distinction for him-
selt fighting against the Japs who
were then on their invasion cam-
paign of India. Though he was a
staff officer, Cariappa was all the
time working side by side with the
men in the Artillery and he evinced
the keenest interest in the welfare
of the Indian troops during all
these campaigns.

Once the Allied forces reached
Rangoon in 1945, Cariappa returned
to New Delhi and continued service
in the General Headquarters as a
member of the Army Re-organiz-
ation Committee. By this time, he
was elevated to the rank of Bri-
gadier. Here again, he had the
unique distinction of being the first
Indian Brigadier. The next many
months saw him touring all over
India planning about the status of
the post-war Indian Army. He was
also sent to the United States of
America by the Government to
study the latest methods of military
sclence at West Point. On hig re-
turn to India, the Brigadier was

a



sent to the North-West Frontier
Province in command of the
Bhannu Frontier Infantry Brigade.

A charming personality he is g
social figure of very gifted manners
and under him the soldiers develop-
ed a very high sense of loyalty and
discipline. He commanded univer-

sal respect wherever he went. No
wonder such a fine Indian soldier
is tipped for the place of Fleld-
Marshal 8ir Claude Auchinleck
sometime in the future. May be
to-morrow, may be ten years hence,
and if Brigadier Cariappa is lucky
to be that, all that could be said
is, he deserved it by merit—N. P.

LATE CH. SUBBIAH NAIDU
FAMOUS FOOTBALL CENTRE-FORWARD

H. SUBBIAH NAIDU was born in

the year 1912 and was educated

up to Intermediate standard in the

Mrs. A. V. N. College, Vizagapatam,
and died on 2-2-1947.

People used to mark out the quali-
ties of a good foot-baller even from
his boyhood. From his high school
and college days, he was parti-
cularly interested in the game of
football and gave very high hopes
of becoming one of the star players
of ANDHRADESA.

He was, throughout his football
career, a staunch member of the
well-known “SPORTSMEN CLUB”
of Vizagapatam and had contributed
a lion’s share in the success and
glory of his mother Club. By the
time he left the College, he had
attained the standard, more or less,
of a Professionalist, and had mas-
tered the art of football.

He should be regarded as one of
the very few star players of
Andhradesa, who earned marked re-
putation and who, by virtue of their
inherent talents, deserved Aftting
places in the sphere of Football. He
was possessing all the typical quali-
ties that are required- of a perfect
sportsman, and had maintained his
position as a “Centre forward”
right through his career with un-
deniable sagacity. His charming
control over the ball was really
appreciable. The noteworthy fea-
ture of his game was his presence
of mind in the opponent’s area,
which very few foot-ballers can
boast of having this unique quality.
. He was a young man of 35 years,
always cheerful with pleasing man-

Subbiah Naidu

ners and quite amicable to each and
everyone. He was very scrupulous
and never gave room for incurring
the displeasure even of his rival club
members. This is the reason why
he was liked by all.

He was still precocious to retire

from the field of Foot-ball and more
so from this world, had it not been
for the embracing of the deadliest
disease, T.B., which had separated
him once and for all, from all his
comrades as well as his beloved wife
and his two young sons.

It is an irreparable loss for the
sporting sphere and it cannot be
gainsaid that ANDHRADESA had
lost one of its gems it has ever
produced so far.

M. 8. PRAKASA RAO, BSc.,, LLB.

Consequences of Pakistan. By K. L.
Gauba. (Published by Lion Press,
Lahore. Price, Rs. 6)

For most of the ills from which India
is suffering to-day the responsibility lies
on those who have been demanding the
division of the country on a religious
basis into two sovereign States of
Pakistan and Hindustan. It is the
obstinacy with which this demand is
being put forward even though time
and again critics have demonstrated its
utter unreasonableness and the harmful
results it 18 bound to produce not only
for Imdia as a whole but for the Mus-
lims for whose advantage the demand
is supposed to have been made, that
is postponing the day of India’s free-
dom. Mr. Gauba traces the genesis of
the idea of Pakistan and its evolution
during the last sixteen years. A detailed
examination is made by him of the con-
tribution made to this by Poet Iqbal,
Choudhary Rahmat Al, Dr. Latif, Sir
Sikander Hyat Khan and the Ilate
Nawab of Mamdot. He also sketches
the course of events which led to the
conversion of Mr. Jinnah to this idea
when he found no other means of effec-
tively appealing to the Muslim masses
and asserting his leadership. History is
shaped to a great extent by particular
personalities and this truth is illustrated
by the twist that Mr. Jinnah has been
able to give to the contemporary history
of our country. There is however one
conclusion of Mr. Gauba with which
very few will agree. It is the conclu-
sion that Hindu communalism is respon-
sible for the counter communalism of
the Muslims of which Pakistan is the
outward expression.

The more valuable part of Mr.
Gauba’s book consists in his analysis
of the consequences of Pakistan. It
can't be achleved unless as the result
of a civil war. It is bound to be resisted
by the Sikhs to whom the Punjab is a
national home. The defence of Pakistan
from external aggression will be be-
yond the abilities of any Government.
It will create complications with
Afghanistan and the tribal peoples on
the frontier. Because of the poverty
of its resources it will reduce the stand-
ard of life of its masses. By the theo-
cratic principles which will constitute
the basis of its civil law and adminis-

tration it will take the people back to
the middle ages and deny to them all
the benefits of modern clivilisation.
Wisdom therefore lles in the Muslims
abandoning once for all this demand
for Pakistan. After all, the demand
comes in the main not from the Mus-
lims in the provinces where they are
in a majority but from the Muslims in
the provinces where they are in a minor-
ity. The former have not much to
gain from it. Mr. Jinnah himself be-
longs to a Muslim-minority province.

The value of Mr. Gauba’s book con-
sists not 50 much in listing all these evil
and harmful consequences of Pakistan
—this has been done by many writers
previously—but in very many details
;vihich he furnishes in support of his

ews.

The Buddha.. By J. Vijayatunga.
(Published by Hind Kitabs Ltd.,
Bombay. Price Rs. 1-4).

During and after the World War II
Mr. Vijayatunga and many others lke
him, (Mr. Gerald Beard is an example),
have felt the need for the spiritual re-
generation of Man, which means a re-
education in moral values., Mr. Heard
pins his faith on the neo-Brahmins:
Mr. Vijayatunga on the teachings of
the Buddha. What he has done in his
book is to give the reader an idea of
what the Buddha lived for in the form
of a soliloquy by the Enlightened One.
Real unselfishness is the only criterion
for judging human action; interested
altruism is always wicked. Hypocrisy
is rampant everywhere: honesty and
self-sacrifice should be the ideal before
every man. Life i3 Sorrow; the world
is only a vale of tears. Hence one
should try to attain complete detach-
ment from the world and all it stands
for, but one should not do as the San-
yasins did. The mind is quartered in
& childish wayward body. There is no
use of tormenting the body, no use of
making it ugly as the mind is Injured
theregy. And an enumeration of the
eightfold path to Nirvana completes
the contents of the book.

Mr. Vijayatunga, being a considerable
poet, has set the Buddha talking in a
solemn, high-flown, repetitive, rhyth-



mic and poetic style. But he has not
been able to maintain this four de force.
There is a sudden change in tempo, a
fall to normal prose expression on
page 22 and onwards. It is also very
doubtful whether the Buddha had such

rofound kiowledge of the ethni ;
E,;,,&n‘: India s tma,‘;tho,e,u;pose‘; YOU CANNOT FORGET
‘he_had. One 0 that Mr. Vija-
lyg?xtnhsa's Bult}gtilm h:?n:dlot of Wo’r?l:- ® THE FAMILIAR CARTON
" Wo! and a e of (nature-red-
m-toom-and-claw-busmw% in mfn ® POPULAR NAME

However, the book is of real use be-
cause it tells us what the Buddha
thought, what he preached and what
he lived for without our having to go
to the Pali texts, though we may have
our differences with the author regard-
ing the purely religious and philosophi-
cal part of the thesis—(R.V.).

I Too Have Spun. By Dr. Pattabhi
Sitaramayya. (Published by Hind
Kitabs Ltd., Bombay. Price Rs. 1-8).
If Rodin were to write a textbook

on sculpture, and Botwinnik one on

chess-strategy, we may be sure that
their writings will attract everybody.

It is exactly that kind of attraction

that Dr. Sitaramayya’s book has for the

general reader. In this little handbook
on the art and technique of good hand-
spinning, Dr. Sitaramayya, s master of
spinning himself, has packed a fund of
intimate personal knowledge, a lot of
humour and useful information. His
scientific description of the various
parts of the Yerwada charka is precise
and clear. He stresses the fact that
learning to spin is an adventure; no
amount of theoretical knowledge about
gear-ratios and what not will ever

make one good at spinning; the only
thing to do is to start spinning. He
also rightly avers that spinning is an
art too. One admires efficiency, but
one loves a display of skill when it
has an element of beauty and harmony
in it. The book also contains select .
information on the strength of yarn
and on the measurement ofl t:Ls:h;nd
uniformity besides some lively e-
tic and computation tables. THB IDBAL INK
Ot course one may have one’s doubts
about the economics of Khadi; but such | il FOR ALL FOUNTAIN PENS
matters apart, this is a thoroughly en- )
joyable book written in the doctor’s in-
imitable style. ]
The relegation of the diagrams to an
appendix is a serlous handicap: they JAYA BHARATHAM CO.
will look better at the appropriate
. places in the body of the book.—(R. V). MADRAS—BANGALORE
m ERNAKULAM

————
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This section is offered to readers for free discussion on subjects
of interest to them. Letters should be brief and typewriiien.

Cloth Permit Scandal In Kurnool

Will any ML.A. raise the matter of
the cloth permit scandal in Kurnool
Town, mentioned here in the Legisla-

-ture?

For several months now, the sale of
mill-cloth in Kurnocol Town has, under
the orders of the Collector, been allow-
ed only on permits issued by a Special
Deputy Tahsildar appointed for the
purpose. While a certain quota of cloth
is given uniformly to the common citi-
zens, there is apparently no rule about
the issue of the notorious “special” per-
mits. These “special” permits are is-
sued by scores in quantities ranging
upto even hundred yards to those who
either are high officials or are influen-
tial people. To give one example of
abuse of power, several “special” per-
mits for huge quantities of cloth were
issued to the majority of the staff of a
local hospital during the last week of
December last, when the wife of the
Special Deputy Tahsildar happened to
be a patient there.

But a more amazing story is yet to
be told. The post of the Special De-
puty Tahsildar was abolished on Dec.
31 last but no alternate arrangement
was made for sale of cloth since then.
Nor has the cloth rationing scheme,
proposed for the province by the Gov-
ernment, been so far introduced either.
The cloth position, so far as the gene-
ral public are concerned, has been that
no single yard of cloth could be secured
since January, as neither shops were
permitted to sell without permits nor
was any officer entrusted with the duty
of issuing such pemits as was the case
till the end of December last. In these
circumstances, the public are shocked
to find select individuals buying large
quantities of cloth in the shops. En-
quiries disclosed that the sale was on
“special” permits issued by the local
Revenue Divisional Officer. It is a
scandal that while the people at large
are suffering acutely for want of cloth,
a select few should be enabled to secure
cloth in this manner, under the very
nose of the District Collector.

. “A MAN-IN-THE-STREET.”
Kurnool.

The Madras Estates Land Revenue Bill

The Madras Estates Land Revenue
Bill should be thrown out because of
the great injury that will be inflicted
on the ryots and the State. Under
the Bill, the Settlement Commissioner
should make researches, and fill up
the gaps by his imagination in fixing
land revenue. He should discover the
year when the estate yielded a lower
land revenue than in 1801. He should
apply to lands assigned after the
settlement the mohey rents of other
lands, by a comparison of soils, etc.
He should discovef the customary
share of produce and the prices of
1801, or failing the latter, apply the
prices of the nearest year for which
information is avaflable. Where nei-
ther the division of produce nor the
price can be found out, he should ap-
ply the revenue rates prevailing in the
neighbouring areas. The settlement
will result in inequalities in the pay-
ment of land revenue. The revenus
will vary from'estate to estate in pro-
portion to the feudal dues compounded
in it in 1801. Where money rents were
fixed high in 1801, they will continue,
Garden taxes amounting to four times
the ryotwarl rate will also continue.
In as much as gross produce and not
net will be commuted as revenue, ryots
with poor lands or incurring less culti-
vation expenses will pay a greater sum
of land revenue than others. The
fundamental relief which the Bill will
give is by commuting the grain rent at
the price of 1801. Should revenue be
fixed according to the needs of the
State and the capacity of the land to
pay, or because an assumed historic
justice has to be rendered? The State
has nowhere been prevented from fix-
ing the revenue to be paid by fyots in
the zamindari areas. The Statement
of Objects and Reasons of the Bill says
that it is introduced because the Legis-
lature wanted a bill on the basis of
the recommendations of the Prakasam
Committee. In 1933 it was feared that
any measure beyond the corners of the
Permanent Settlement was ultra vires,
But in 1046 times have changed and
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No Ugly Reactions.

No Deleterious After-Effects.
SRI RAMA YOGTI'S

TRISULAM

THE KING OF TONICS
: Analysis :
Calcium, Gold, Iron, Sulphur, etc.

When administered for any one
of the diseases for which it 18 indi-
cated, Trisulam not merely attacks
that disease with specific effect, but
it simultaneously attacks and cures
any of the other diseases lurking
in the system.  Hence arises the
safety of TRISULAM and its supe-
riority to other specifics in the
fleld.

——

DISEASES IN WHICH
TRISULAM IS INDICATED

FOR LADIES
Leucorrhoea
irregular, Exce ssive or defective
menstruation.
Pre-and-Post-delivery aliments.
T.8. of the Intestines, Lung, Bone
or glands, sto.,

Oolio, Phthisils,
Dysp epsia, Bronchitis (Acute

Gastritis, or Chronie),
Chronic Diar- Coughs oconse-
rhoes, quent on
Pneumonia,
Chronis Malarla,
Constipation, Influenza,

Other gastre-in- Meoasles,
testinal diesorders Other stubborn
coughs.

Liver & Spleen DISORDERS.

GAURI VIHAR,

118, Purasawalkam High Road,
VEPERY P.O. MADRAS
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"THE INDIAN
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“Indian Bank Bulldings ",
North Beach Road, Madras.

LOCAL OFFICES :

Esplanade, Triplicane, Mount Road,
Mylspore, Theagarayanagar,
Purasawalkam and Egmore.

BRANCHES AND SUB-OFFICES :
In all the important places in the
Madras Presidency and in Bombay

Issued & Subscribed
Capital Rs. 71,10,000
Paid-up Capital ,, 51,67,608
Reserve Fund » 61,60,000
All kinds of Banking Business done,
For particulars apply te any Office
of the bank.

N. GOPALA IYER,
Secretary,

the British Parliament will not in any
case stand in the way. Further, the
Prakasam Committee report itself says
“that the rule relating to price levels
did not enter the minds of the legis-
lators in 1802, 1822, and even later
years. That was because there was no
occasions to think of enhancing the rate
on sooount of fluctuations in price.”

judgments have upbeld that money
rents as well as the division of produce
rent fixed in 1801 were unalterable, and
that where produce rent was commuted,
it should be left to the decision of the
parties

The Bill commits the State to wrong
canons of taxation. At a time when it
wants revenue to cover the loss by the
introduction of Prohibition, the State
will forego the benefit of enhanced land
tax due to rise in prices. The Ryotwari
owners will equally demand benefit.
Again the State commits itself to a
wrong principle of unalterable land
tax. As garden tax existed in 1801, the
State commits itself to another wrong
canon, taxing the improvements made
by a ryot at his cost. Fourthly, land
tax which today is based on net in-
comes can be hereafter collected on
the medieval method of a share of
gross produce.

In 80 far as the Bill restores the Per-
manent Settlement, it has also to sup-
port all the feudal levies of zamindars
on forests, communal lands and waste
lands.

Purther, great deductions from the
rights of the State are made which
after all will only harm the people. The
administration of common lands and
forest lands is vested in the village
community about whose community of
interests we learnt a lot from the speech
of the Prime Minister about agrarian
troubles on the Public Safety Ordin-
ance! Mining rights too of the State
are partly handed over to private
citizens.

It is impossible to improve the Bill.
The actlon of the Government is puzz-
ling when in one breath they want to

.abolish the zamindars and in another

breath they bring in a Bill for con-
tinuing the system.
K. G. SIVASWAMI.

Discrimination Against Pensionerp

The prices of all articles required for
living have already risen to three hun-
dred to four hundred per cent. and are
still rising by leaps and bounds. Even
fairly paid officers are unable to make
both ends meet, Strikes are gener-
ally resorted to by employees to compel

wages.
In some cases relief has been grantsd

were organised. The policy of the Gov-
ernment does not seem to be fair and
impartial to all people evenly; 1

to be to help only those who are
VOCIFEROUS and able to assert them-
selves by resort to direct aotion such
as strikes. Such a policy hits people
like pensioners very hard. Pensioners
need special treatment in consideration
of their past faithful service over long
years to the Government and their
consequent Inability to work and earn
S0 as to make both ends meet. Their
case has been neglected and ignored,
while those who are in active

(including all highly paid officials who
can afford to get on without any dear-
ness allowance) are .allowed a fair

ers be discriminated against in this way?
Does it not behove the people’s Govern-
ment to be faithful to the old subor-
dinates with whose. substantial assist-
ance the wheels of the Government
were running in the past and to be im-
partial to them?
D. N. GOPALA IYER,
Retired Dy. Supdt. of Police,
and fifty others.

Teachers’ Salaries

The revised scales of teachers’ salaries
falls far short of the expectations, In
the first place, why should an invidi-
ous distinction be drawn between ser-
vants under local bodies and those
under Government when both are gov-
emed by the same rules and regula-
tlons? Should not the service condi-
tions and emoluments be the same?
The scale for the L.Ts. (assistants)
under local bodies is 70—5—140 while
under Government there are two
grades, 80—5—120—10—190 for the
lower and 160—5—200—10—240 for the
higher. Similarly, the scale for a
Secondary grade assistant under the
local body is 35—1%—65 (plus 5 for
craft training) while under Government
it is 40—3—65—2—85 (or 45—3—60—2—
90 for craft trained teachers).

The chances of teachers under local
bodies for promotion to higher posts
are rare: an L.T. can at best become
a headmaster and all L.Ts. cannot as.
pire for it, while for a secondary grade
teacher there is nothing at all. But in
Government service, the opportunities
for promotion are very meany. Further
a lower division clerk—an S.S.L.C

after passing the Service Commission
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80—3—95—
§—125 and still higher. Compare with
this the lot of the secondary grade
trained teacher who too is an 8.8.1..C.

- but has spent two years of his time and

many hundreds of his money for the
arduous training. And yet they say that
the status of the teacher has been
raised! What incentive can there be
for an-8.8.L.C. candidate or a gradu-
ate to choose the Education Depart-
ment? What has the popular Ministry
done for ameliorating the lot of the
teachers? Do not ends of justice re-
quire them to cast off their compla-
cence and redress the wrong?
SIVALA RAMAMURTHY,
President, Taluq Harijan
Sevak Sangh, Tekkali.

Nzﬁdiulization of Motor Transport
The nationalization of motor trans-

. gn become a subject of crucial
)11

versy in this country. Dr. Pat-
tabhi' Sitaramayya, presiding over the
seventh session of the All-India Motor
Union Congress, held in New Delhi re-
cently, opposed In strong terms the
nationalizing motor transport. He said:
“The case of the individual motor own-
er deserves patient understanding,
close examination and careful judg-
ment. The motor owners are a set of
highly patriotic men who have done
their bit for the country, both In the
economic and political lines. Now sud-
denly to say that they shall surrender
their business into the hands of local
Governments is to do evil unto those
who have done good.” My opposition
is from a different angle and not in
sympathy with capitalism. The various
provincial Governments are making an
unnecessary fetish of nationalizing
motor transport. In India, what we
have to do first Is the development of
roads, and transport services, both in-
tensively and extensively. Nationaliz-
ation, if at all it comes, should come
at a later stage when the industry is
fully developed and tends to gather
huge profits and when India has at-
tained complete sovereignty. We know
now what the standard of efficiency of
the various telephone services which
are running under Government auspi-
ces is, compared to that when they
were running as public limited com-
panies. I would advocate nationaliz-
ation only when India is entirely free

cerns have to be taken over by Gove
ernment before, however, motor trans-
port goes under State ownership and
State management.

Calcutta. A. SWAMINATHAN.

Production And Procurement

Procuration of paddy through the
agency of the Revenue Department has
proved effective in a way. But it cannot
be said that all paddy unwanted for
use was procured, nor can it be sald
that there has been no black-marketing.
The offer of bonus to bring out the
stocks proved useful. At any rate, all
kuruvai paddy has been sold out since
it is not usual to store it and the offer
of bonus was an additional inducement
for selling it.

As a result of the several concessions
made by the Government, all available
areas in villages adjoining cultivated
holdings, remaining waste, have been
taken up for cultivation, so much so,
there is hardly any space left in villages
for cattle to go about and graze. There
seems to be no scope for further ex-
pansion of cultivation under this head.

Against this increase in area culti-
vated, lands previously cultivated must
have been left waste since the net in-
crease in area cultivated according to
figures published in the Administration
Report (Irrigation Branch, P.W.D.),
is much lower and does not represent
the increase reported under the system
of subsidies.

Efforts are belng made to improve
methods of cultivation by the use of
selected see;!s. grown in glgtge:he see‘:;
beds perly manured. .Bu
of magfl.;‘e wtyuch is the most important
item is still far from satisfactory. Farm
manure is scarce and quite insufficient.
It is found difficult to get seeds for
manure crops. The use of artificial
manure is restricted by the avallability
of supply. The efforts of the Agricul-
tural Department to arrange for the
supply of manure have not proved suc-
cessful. This is the position now and
the cultivators are at their wit's end to
know what to do in the matter. Any
help rendered will be quite welcome.
It is for Government to consider ways
and means by which manure can be
supplied and effectively applied to the
land. Vigorous measures should be
ting a good supply of
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““TRUST BEGETS TRUST””
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L 224220 aad aadad Al gl

AASALLLSLAN

| was beset with numerous difficulties when 1 first thought
of buying some diamonds and gems, For one thing | was
made to belizve that it was necessary to consult an expert in
this line to avcid disappointment. Fortuna:ely | came across
your advertizement and | made up my miad to place an order
with you by Post though with some fear; because | have had
no personal touch wich you.
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And | am very glad now to say that | have made the right

choice. Mare mention of my .limit and the jewels required

was enough for ycu t> give me a Necklice, a Bracelet and a

Ring to my entire satisfaction each one excelling the other

in gems, workmanship and design. | hardly thought it was
~ possible for you to execute this order so promptly.
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| can now confidently say that there is nothing lik2 a direct
deal with a responsible firm like yours and your advertise-
ments are but naked Truths so easy an’d yet reliable,
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Thanking you,
Yours faithful'y,

(3d) N. CHITTIAPPA.
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