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The NE. Spur of The Chota Nagpur
Plateau (District of Santal Parganas).

By
Miss WINIFRED M. DAY. ABERDEEN

From the NE. of the Chota Nagpur Plateau, there juts a 1,000 ft.
spur which forms the NE. salient of the Indian Plateau. Round this spur
the Ganpes bends as it leaves the plains of Bihar, chanding its course from
eastward to southward, before it throws its distributaries fan-wise over the
Delta of Central Benpal. This spur forms the district of the Santal Parga-
nas, a district constituted in 1852 after the rebellion of the Santal aborigi-
nals apainst the oppression of money lenders from the plains. As a result
of the rebellion, the boundaries of the district were drawn with unusual
care and in connection with this an inner boundary line, was laid down -
the Damin-i-koh {0 Damin), which marks off areas of tribal settlement and
tribal usape from those characteristic of the plains on either side. It
follows that these boundaries, particularly the Damin, when drawn, expres-
sed the habitat of the aboripinals, Santals and others, with unusual
exactitude, and further that they are still of real Beopraphical value.
While the -district boundary poes a little beyond the Damin, it does
so for obvious reasons of convenience, utilising the Ganges as its NE.
limit.  The narrow river plain, however, adds to the interest of the
district and its existence must be remembered in connection with the life
of the peoples on the hiphlands aboveit. A ‘parpana,’ it may be added
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is & small Mophul fiscal unit, of which a score or more were required to
equal the area of a modern district.

In spite of the hiphland or upland character which it possesses
throuphout, the repion is one of preat diversity,—in physical features, in
climate and weather, in vegetation and land utilisation and consequently,
in the distribution of population and its landed and racial types. The
district extends over 3,500 sq. miles and 1s thus almost as large as the three
English counties of Cornwall, Devon, and Somerset. Almost 100 miles
in lenpth from North to South, it measures at its widest nearly the same
from West to East. The divisions of the district are threefold :~-(1) To
NE. are the Rajmahal Hills, ridges rising 1,000 ft. above the plain and 500
ft. above the surroundin plateau. They are composed of volcanic rocks,
while most of the rest of the district consists of Bengal Pneiss. The
Rajmahal Hills are mostly covered by wood or scrub and are inhabited by
hill tribes of small and backward folk, the Pahamas. (2) The plateau
slopes a little to SW, of (1), mostly cleared for apriculture and of relative
fertility, are populated by primitive but hardy Santal tribesfolk and also
by Bihari peasants. (3) The low plains around the spur and in the bottoms
of the open basins near its border form the best agricultural lands and are
thickly populated by Hindu and Muslim Biharis and Benalis and by migra-
tory Santalss The district is, however, one of upity in a sense. This
is probably emphasised best by the railways which skirt it to the North and
East along the Great Plain, and by the Ajay and the Barakar, which form
* the southern and south western borders, respectively.

The Physical Basis

Two main ridges run NNE. to the elbow of ‘the Ganpes. Of these

the more westerly forms a continuous watershed which, 60 miles from the

.Ganges, swings westward to form the crest of the scarp overlooking the
plain of Bihar. The easterly ridge, thouph it rises to Breater heights than the

other, is broken through by three rivers fed by tributaries which drain the

intervening hollow which is roughly parallel to the chief ridges. These

rivers are the Gumani, the Bansloi and the Mor, and to these might be

sdded a fourth, the Ajay, though its basin heralds by its increasing size

the major interior basins of the Indian plateau, of which the Damodar with

its coal deposits is the most important in NE India, The Rajmahal

Hills cease to form two 'well-marked ridges as they descend to the River
Mor. South and SW. of this, isola
above the 500-600ft. plateau.

of over 1500 ft. rise

‘W/
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I Hills. The Rajmahal Hills run NNE.-SSW. from the Ganges
elbow to the Mor. They consist of a succession of hills, plateaus, valleys
and ravines, the peneral elevation of which varies from 500 to 800 ft.
above sea level, though some hills rise to over 1000 ft. and others to 1650.
The hills are developed on basaltic traps while erosion of the softer
sedimentary shales and sandstones has formed valleys.!

In the North and NE. the wooded ridges overlook the Ganges; leaving
& very narrow passage, enclosed within the elbow of the river,, Alonp
this moved the Mogul Armies and now it is used by the original loop rail-

1 There is no modern Geolopical Memoir for the district. The Index of Records of
G. S. 1, hes atill to be consuited.
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way line from Caleutta (1859), The main plateau, of which these hills form

and NE. spur, and above which they rise, *slopes very gently to the NW,
and the SE.

IL  Plain. At the elbow of the Ganges the plain is reduced to a mere
river terrace 1 mile wide, which widens southwards and westwards as a low
bench of Old Alluvium bordered by the New Alluvium of the Ganges plain
and its marginal fans. The Old Alluvium terrian i1s highly dissected into

nallaks or ravines, contrasting with the monotonous lak

e covered New
Alluvium tracts. )

Il Plateau. The general Plateau surface consists of rolling
country, particularly in the West and SW. of the district. Long low ridges,
with their intervening depressions, often rocky, and generally jungle covered,
form the chief features of the physical landscape.

River Systems

The general slope of the country is from NW. to SE. (except in the
small alluvial tract lying North of the Rajmahal Hills, where the land slopes
to the NW. and sends its drainae to the Ganges)

In the SW. the SE. flowiny Ajay and Mor with their numerous
tributaries carry the drainage of the eastern half of the district south of the
Bansloi into the Bhagirathi-Hooghly, a distributary of the Ganges further SE.

The streams which rise within the Rajmahal Hills follow the same
general direction NW.—SE. and 1ssuing through the passes in the hills,
Join the Ganges after it has made its curve southward, The chief of these—
the Gumani, with its northern tributary, the Morel—forms s great lonaitu-
dinal valley in the hills and by its turn eastward it enters the Plain. The
human significance of this valley will be discussed later. All these hill
streams have well-defined channels and high banks In the rains they
come down in flood and become rapid torrents—unfordable due to the
velocity of the stream. In the hot weather they are reduced to g thin
thread of water, not more then 2ft. deep trickling through the sand,

The Ganges: The Ganges forms the northern boundary of the dis-
trict a few miles west of Talghari and its eastern boundary for some miles
frorm Sakrigali, where it bends SE. The averade width is about 3 miles,
but it does not fill its channel in hot weather ; and almost invariably over-

flows it in the rains, The chandes in portions of jts course and their effects
on the land wtilization will be dealt with later.
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Climate.

Owing to its position on the borders of Bengfal, Bihar and the Pl:tet;:
of Chota Nappur, the Santal Pardanas partakes in some mefa?u(rs l:) e
climatic characteristics of the three areas. The three seasons of : Jzne—
dry season (March to June), (2) hot and Wet,' or rainy seasog;ngal) -
October, (3) cool and dry (whichis, dry relatwel;r to easter:d Dengal) or
“eold weather”, November—February, . are fnodtﬁed accordin T
relative positions of the places. The alluvial strip of hc?o:nt'ry ;:;mcteristic
of the district has a damp heat throughout t'he year,'w 1cf tsh cdisn,ict rate
of Bengal, while the air of tl;ie hmi ulnlc-ill.zll;ztmf t;;:;rtggzsisoless }fumid o from
Deoghar on the west to the Rajmahal Hi Is o C.h o Nepos ,plateau'
the rains, and the tract is swept by the winds o{:' the f ;)\ A 1: i Platea
In theundulating country the hot westerly wmds. o p;l drals2 oy p th

i ery low humidity—the thermometer has reache m' e
:E:isefvl?h‘; coyld weather temperatures, on the ?ther hand, dxwtp ];::]:ie:
ably, although the Beneral rande in temperature is not great'. B¢ Damba
the’ h'.eadquarters——the cold weather mean temperature lls f . he
mean minimum 51°F. Night temperatures often fall below freezinp

water is found with a thin crust of ice.

Temperatures increase steadily‘ after February, repistering t.he l;xghest
in late 'April or May. With the occurrence of thunder, cyclom;:ec:d owehr:
gall. These often termed the * Little Rains,’ or Chota Bursat, p e t
burst of the monsoon proper, and the mean summer temperatu.re? dw
slizhtly, with March 91°% April 100° but May' 98°, The humidity in ?he
hot months before the break of the monsoons is low—49 p.c. of sst'urau?n
in March, 52 p.c.in April. Though rainfall does not exceed .1 inchin
March and April it increases to3.6.in.in May, due to c.yclomc .storml:.
then rises during the rains in June (10"). and July (th'h 14 in ’f ™
maximum). There is a secondary maximum in Au.sust ('13.4 m.), d-ei‘re‘;‘:%
after this to 10 in. in September, while October is m_amly fair with bri ;
periods'of cyclonic rain in the western parts of the district, | Averade annus
rainfall is 54 in. for Dumka, which is 500 ft. above sea level,

Agriculture,

The Santal Parganas is essentially a rural distric}tl with ?9:)3 town)
having a population over 17,000. Over one—quax:tert’.lc)f t etaﬂ:ld ;:htr
is forest and jungle, one-quarter is classed as cultx'va e waste, a rae
less than half (47 p.c.) is cultivated. The three main crops are rice, ]

and millets, with smaller amounts of supar cane, cotton, wheat gnd mugtards

L]
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In the cultivated ares they may have one, two (or even three) Crops a year
4

according t t o ¢} erop
draingpe, o (a) type of land, and (b) to conditions of wrigation  and

The crops are classified, according to the time of vear when harvested
rather than according to the time of sowing, ' '

The aghani winter harvested (or ‘Winter')
fmd are sown with the burst of the monsoon in
in March, when the April—May showers comm

crops form the main-stay

June—July and harvested
ence,

Immediately followiny this harv
sown using the ¢

September.’

‘ est the Bhadoi or autumn crops are
yelonie showers to soften the earth. These are reaped in

Rice i ' 1
At ice is g'row'n on about half the cultivated area of the whole district
€r' TriCe, maize 1s the most important cro '

y p sown by the §
of forest or waste Y el her

reclamation
slo v
! torracs ¥ oo, pes, but before they are levelled or

The land available for cultivation naturally differs according to :—

(a) th
hesoit e surface features of the ground (b)

the water available, and (c)
Two main divisions arve prevalent

moist land utilized fop rice growing in part':-(l) the dhani—oy lowlying

culaf'; (2) the bari (homestead)

The best or ‘A
| rst-class "', dhani
parts of the district, il n

bottoms of rivers ¢
surface,

alondy e ATl h and§ lie u} the noxjth and eastern
g e angetlc. Plam, and in the valley
whore s poeaind .e plateau. In addition, hollows in the plateay
hills where $prings emerge, :‘:anszil::ttsél fmd ficmztsb o 1, o0t o the
the water beky ed into floodable land by con i
o, e B hl'ni low embankmgnts. Althouph best suited fo ser;:mg'
' once the water has drained off. rgh; erops such as maizer tonent,
)

lentils, and pulses and millet are successfully 3rown finsecd,

the higher, often

2. 3 of the total ¢ "
d PR
1/5 each bhadoi ang rabi cm;:PPe area of the district ig used for aghan

i crops and less than
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artificially terraced slopes. The relative value of these fields differs to

aBreat extent ; but on the whole they form poor rice land, and should the
rains fail and irrigation from a temporary barrage, or bandh, be impossible,
they have to be left unsown. Should an adequate amount be available,
autumn or winter rice is usually grown, and occasionally a second crop.of
wheat, linseed or lentils is possible in winter. The fields on the highest
slopes of the valley, on the otherhand, are entirely dependent on the rainfall
retaincd by small ridges alonp the edge of the fields. On these autumn
rice is the only crop. '

" The bari lands, that is, the cultivated surface of the plateau, or
lower slopes of hills, as dintinct from the valleys, usually have a Bravelly
soil or a stiff clay on a hard sub-soil and are not easy to cultivate. Irrigation
i8 necessary, particularly in areas where erosion has been rapid and the
waste newly claimed, as in the eastern parts of the Deophar Sub:divigion

Where tanks are numerous, as in .the southern part of that sub-
division, the fertility of the land is reflected in the size and nature of the
settlements. ’

However, the bari lands differ in fertihty. Immediately around a
village 1s the khas-bari, artificially manured and in addition receiving all
kinds of refuse from the villape. Easily accessible,-each holding is carefully
tilled and fields yield valuable crops as maize, mustard, tobaceo, castor oil
plants and vepetables for home use, or for sale in the nearby market. The
extensive cultivation of these fields /is particularly noticeable around such
centres of population-as Deoghar, Dumka, Madhupur and Jamtara; while
a different aspect of intensive cultivation can be seen in the flower aardens
aligning the railway between Madhapur and Mihijam, from where daily
supplies are sent to the Calcutta Market. In contrast to the khas-bari land
is that dangal-bari, further from the homestead and inferior. This is
cropped only once a year for millets or lentils, or a poor variety of cotton,
grown as aghani crops. '

A plateau village may imclude all the different types of land
mentioned : the fields immediately round the village or homestead, those
further away on the dry plateau surface, and the wet rice lands in th‘e.
valleys of near by streams. As a result the seasonal rh'ythm:of agricult_pral
labour is complicated. o

The agriculturalist's year may be taken to commence in March when
the plouphinps are fitted in, immediately followin3 early showers of rain
expected at this time. Bhadoi crops of rice sown on poorer dhani land : and

maize-sown bari land are planted by April. : .
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At the same tim,
flooding by the firgt dow

e rice is sown in seed bed
npour of the monsoons in
crop, chiefly of rice, occupies 56 p.c. of the tota] areg cropped. From June

during the rains until SeptembehOctober weeding the
planting aghan rice (] une—July) '

s for transplantation after
June. This majn aghani

maize, and trans-

By September - October the bhadoi crops of rice and maize and other
crops of dangal-bap; are ready to be harvested. Ploughing of rabi cropland-

first-and second-class dhan; land for rice, and part of the dangal bari for

spring-harvested crops such as pulses, takes place during late September
and in October, Crops are sown by th

in March ang April,
times and the large agha

which the social
The months December.
or sacrifice, following the

Rajmahal Hinp Tracks:—Conditions in “the hill tracks differ-
considerably,’

The Sauria and Mal Paharias are poor cultivators, unlike
both the industrious Santal 83riculturalist of the
plains and the

Dikku cultivators, i.e., Hindus
and the Ganges'plain,

cultivation moves alon
with their thin,
tops and the minj
cultivation ; whil

however, also utilises the hil) sides intermittent

ly, allowing these to lapse
fertility is exhausted, and ret

urning some vears later ¢q

the smaller,

The Paharig peasant's i
cultivator o the plateau to the south*, By cultivation of the land surround-
T Fig. 1
*4 See Bjy, 2
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March. The cultivation of sabai prass 1s more exacting in labour and time
than the cultivation of the bari. This Brass requires carefully cleared land
for its first sowing; and careful weeding during the early grovs;th in the
summer, It is cut in the winter months, Dhani cultivation at lower levels

occupies the intervals between sabai weeding.
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The economy of the Sauria Paharias of the Rajmahal Hills, like their
methods of cultivation, differs from that of the Santals and other ¢
The Paharias cultivate only small quantities of rice and ot
such as millet, maize and vegetables for their own consumption.
extent in the past they have depended on profits from the sale
First planted in these hills in the late nineteenth. century, it wg
of preat comimercial importance till
Titagarh paper mills by Hindu
Unfortunately, because of the middle
little benefit until the Government i
the payments. The area under sab
materials for the manufacture of
sabai was once again in demand,

ultivators,
her crops,
To a preat
of sabai,

s a crop
1924.  Large quantities were sold to the

merchants who purchased the crop.
man's profits, the hill tribes received
ntervened on their hehalf and supervised
ai decreased with the use of other raw
paper ; but during the recent World War
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For the Santals and non-tribal cultivators aghani and rabi paddy form
the most important cash crop, whereas the bhadoi crop is kept for home
consumption, Cotton, cultivated mainly in the Dumka and Deoghar
subdivisions, is also sold, mainly for the production of coarse homespun
cloth, used chiefly by the Santals.

Both tribes have depended on the clearing of wooded land for
cultivation, though for some years this has been permiitted only outside the
Government forest preserves. The Paharias clear the land systematically
and, unlike the Santals, value the timber from ‘ the second 3rowth ' on their
kurao lands. As apriculturalists, however, the Santals are superior, though
they still have much to learn in the use of better implements and soil
conservation. The open, sloping land on which they have settled was
unterraced prior to their occupation. and there is no doubt that te:racing has,
proved one of the best methods of cultivating these lands where erosion is
rapid and parts of which are above the limits where irrigation can be
practised successfully.

Agriculture in the district as a whole, then, is practised by three
inain, and differing types, of people, varying in propress as cultivators.
The Paharia methods are the most primitive and, but for the return from
the sabai, would find it very difficult to live on theircrops, even though
their diet is supplemented by 3ame from the forest. The Santals, of recent
years, seem to have settled down as permanent cultivators, but they find it

necessary to earn more money than what they can from the sale of crops,

and do so by migrating as seasonal labourers to other districts and provinces.
The standard of living of the non-tribal peasants is not mu_ch\ higher, for, in
general, the out-turn from the plateau fields is only sufficient to keep them
from poverty. It is only in the valleys and on the alluvial plains in the
north and east of the district that the return per acre can be considered
really profitable, and even there the density of population, with the resulting
small size of holdin creates difficulties in feeding the vast population.

Land Tenure,

Land tenure has made its mark on the aeneral material condition of t'he
people. It is notable that the 3eneral standard of livina has risen Brgatly
in the twenty-year period 1911 to 1931, and also to some extent from the

beginning, of the century, and this rise is partly ascribed to improvements in .

land tenure. The chief tenures may be distinguished and an attempt made to
estimate their value to the respective types of ryots and cultivators. They
are those of : (1) the Sauria Paharia reserve, and (2) the Santal reserve,

N

v
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both within the boundary known as the Damin--koh ; (3) the zamindari
or estate tenures, and (4) the minor zamindari tenures. The Sauria
Paharias since 1914-16 pay a small nominal rent which is collected by the
headman of each village. The Santal rents are low also, and are collected
by the village headman in the Damin-i-koh reserve area.

Zamindari Estates are those in which the rents are collected by the

landlord or zamindar of the estate and a fixed amount of revenue is paid by
him to the Government.

The Ghatwali or minor zamindari estates are stmilar,
Government has authority to depose the zamindar if this is deemed necessary
and reappoint another. The duties required of them are laid down in
return for the privilege of collecting rents, (Ghatwals were originally
responsible for the policing of the Ghats or passes of the distriet.)

save that

The advantapes of the reserve temure to the ryots are obvious,

rents or land taxes are low and the uncontrolled profits of the hereditary
rent-collector or zamindar are eliminated.

for

* The extent of reserve land, is, however,
certain areas, for instance in the Godda sy
plateau areas outside the limits of the reserve. Here they are subject to
zam or indari ghatwali rental system; and soon find the difference
considerable. However as each ryot is aware of the value of his land as
periodically assessed by Government

place at repular intervals, he can duage the fairness, or otherwise, of the
rents collected.

limited and Santals have in
bdivision, moved on to the

Health: Disease,

'Altl}ot}gh the tenure conditions are in favour of the Santals (and
Paharias), it is the phystcal_ condition of these two peoples which count
most towards their 3eneral material condition,

The Santals are a hardy race,

prey to certain kinds of epidemic and respiratory diseases, they recuperate
very quickly. The Paharias, on the other hand, are less hardy and more
liable to the fevers typical of hill Jungle:

and though they are apt to fall an easy

Malaria is responsible for more deaths than any other disease in the
district, and even in cases where death does not res

ct, 2 ¢ ult, a Beneral lowering of
vitality ds apparent. The conditions on the whole

' are worst in the low—
lying areas borderin the Gangesand in the Damin-i-koh of Godedaov:nd

‘ Settlement ’ surveys, which take
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Pakaur. Malaria in 3eneral is most prevalent in tllwse parts w;le;e drs:ilztg‘:
is defective, so that the water remains stagnant 1in 'holes an e;;t:d sions
during the rain. The number of tanks a'nd of low ]'ymg s(;v.amlg——fh s and
jhills, is higest in the low Pakaur———RaJmaI}al plain, an m.blor
where clayey soil conditions make the retention of water possible.

Eruptive fevers, such as small pox, chickenpox, measles are endemic,
The;e often break out just before the rains in the hot, dry season when
water conditions are often not very sanitary.

Cholera is apt to break out in areas where population. defxsity is
preatest ; and particularly in towns, such as Deoghsr, wher.e p;lgnr§ ar;
most frequent. This is characteristic int seasons of wa'terlscarcuy li;m ong::c :
to May. Plague, thouh not frequent 1n occurrem?e, 152? 50 fenera ;r : o
ted with the larger villages and towns. Fluctuations in the populatio
Sahibpanj reflect the plagues of 1901 and 1“921.

Smallpox is never widespread. Cases break out throughout the year, -
though the deaths now are not numerous.

Influenza is responsible for a certain number of deaths during the
winter. The aped and the children—bein3 underfed and scantily clothed—
are most suséeptible. Respiratory diseases to some extent affect the tovfm
dweller, particulary in Deoghar.

Skin diseases, including leprosy, occur, though the fwe.rage for'the
Santal Parganas is very low in comparison with the other districts of Bihar

and Orissa.
Santal Parpanas - = 76 per 10(),0&())0
Of neighbouring Manbhum = 187 per 100,

The higher standard of living, the open%ng .Of hospitals by ‘GOV‘*:“'
ments and Missions, where medical aid and adw'nce is procurable free or at a
: 1a] sum, are responsible for a lowerin3 of the death rate due' to
very no.m e T’he eople’s fear of medical institutes is radually beind
these dlseas?;il vaci’nation is a precaution which since the bepinning of
o;rercom:!‘;w h:: widely spread and is responsible for the lowering of the
the cen

number of smallpox cases.

The enumeration of diseases to which the inhabitants are liable

e .

14 ive the impression of high mortality figures. In ‘general, howaver,

‘ﬁ”g‘?u B;:pressinﬁ mortality due to disease are not high in the last census-
ures : _
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(1931). The peneral conditions of health are B3reatly improved from
previous fpures. Cholera and smallpox are not responsible for such larde
numbers and malaria is gradually being overcome.

The population figures for 1941 should reflect this change for the
better in the 3eneral health of the district.

.

Population,

Situated in the north east salient of the Chota Nagpur Plateau with
narrow tracts of the Ganges plain within its borders, the Santal Parpanas
can be compared with districts of Bihar which lie wholly on the plateau,
and with those of the plain. The distribution and density of its population
* show characteristics common to both types of country, though itis
predominantly a plateau area.

‘ The Santal Parpanasis the only district of Chota Nagpur which can
boast of more than two million inhabitants. In area it 1s much smaller than
Ranchior Hazaribagh but a pood deal more thickly populated, for it has a
mean density of 376 p.s m. compared with 221 p.s.m. in the foriner and 216
P.s.m. in the latter.  Contrastind it with districts of Northern Bihar on the
Ganes plain, the density is low, for Muzafarpur has a mean density of
969 p.s.mt. and Darbhanpa one of 946 p.s.m.

These relative densities are accounted for by the highly fertile charac-
ter of the Ganges plain, where, within the Province of Bihar almost all the
land is cultivable (%0 p.c. in Darbhana), in comparison with the purely
plateau areas where the cultivable land is both less fertile and limited by
the area under forest or unsuitable because of the dissected nature of the hill
slopes. The most extreme conditions prevail in Hazaribagh where only
one third of the land is available ; whereas in the Santal Parpanas where
although the Damin-i-Koh, consisting larpely of hills, forest or junple, occu:
pies one-quarter of the area, two thirds are available for cultivation. The

population densities calculated on the net cultivable area within each district '

illustrate the concentration of population on such land. In Darbhangs
there are 1029 people per square mile, in Ranchi 320; but in the Santal
Parganas 547 persons, showin that there is a distinet difference in fertility

in thetwo plateau repions, and emphasising the importance of the -plains
tract in the latter.

Population densities within the district differ preatly. The cartoram
representation of densities recorded for the differsnt administrative unit
s
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(Map 2) does not make this clear. OnMap3 is an attempt to 3ive a more.
detailed and truer impression, recording the zoning of population in relation
to physical features, forested and waste land, and peneral soil conditions.

Here the highest hills of the Damin are 3iven as recording densities
of less than 100 to the sq. mile. Theseare chiefly Paharia settlements on -
minute table lands irrthe hills. Densities of 200 p.s.m. are representative of
the hill valley settlements and those of lower slopes where Paharias and
intruding Santals have settled. The middle longitudinal valley of the
Rajmahal Hills is shown by a tongue of the 300-400 density. This seeras to
be indicated by the numerous villages and scattered habitations of this
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fertile valley. Villages which are 1
a higher density.

arge for the Damin support this idea of
To consider the area of Breatest population densiiy recorded by th
cartogram map, we must turn to Rajmahal thana, where there is dy ity
of 625 per sq. mile. Godda thang ranks second with 537 and Paka ens?ty
with 455 per sq mile. The cartopram adain fails to record the aur' e
settlement, which is inevitable in an area such as the Raj hzlonlng o
" where the physical aspect of the country includes the 1oweim£; e
hills and soils become more fertile eastwards as the strip ne s 1°1p9(33°f the
receiving the yearly silt, is reached, Sahibyan;, the largz t i:'a ;t y ange:s,
the NW. of the sub-division, contains over 15,000 people iv:hic;e fti::ns in
re in

itself detracts from the density of the
rest of the thang
included in the average density figure, and has not been
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The thana of Pakaur may be said to have its highest density alony
the railway line in connection with which so many of the Benpali speakin}
inhabitants are dependent for their means of livelihood. Hiranpore—off'the
railway line—is responsible for an increasing population in connection with
the famous provincial cattle market and the very successful hospital which
opened after the 1921 census was. recorded.

In the thana of Godda close observation brings out a particularly
interesting distribution of relative densities. Generally speakinp, there is a
north to south zoning, increasin® westward in density from the hill slopes
in the east'; and a less obvious, because broader, zoning from the south to
north in the west of the thana.

This second broad zonin® may be seen to be connected in Beneral
terms, with soil differences. Godde, a large market village, ds situated on
the south-east edge of a very fertile area, It will be observed that the
approximate limit of the New Alluvium extends southward to the vicinity
of Godda. The thana northwest of:Godda seems in'other senses, too, to face
towards the Ganges plain and to the town of Bhagalpur on its banks, rather
than southward towards the centre of the Santal Parganas. One indication
is that the number of Santals tends to lessen and the types of houses tend to
change.

Deoghar ranks next in the density of population, having 381 to the
sq. mile. The highest density in this thana concentrates around Deoghar,
which is a larde pilgrim centre and the second largest town in the district.
For a radius of 8 miles from Deoghar apriculture becomes intensive in its
efforts to support the 3rowing population of the town. In the north the
lower density is due to the heavily dissected nature of the country, apd in-
the west, to the presence of forest and jungle. :

Dumka thana shows an interesting variety of distribution—according
to the details observed and compiled. Densities are highest in the wide
valley plain of the Mor River, an area of alluvial soils amony the laterits.
Dumka, the headquarters of the district and an important market town for
the surrounding villages, is near the Mor River and on the direct road to the
nearest railway station (39 miles to Rampur Hat in Benpal.)) It boasts
of a population of almost 10,000. Nunihat is the centre of the northward
extension of this apricultural area, =

In the south-west, east and north-east of the thana the country is
hilly and uanttractive for settlement, for cultivated 3roud is at a minimum—
densities are therefore low (200 p. 5. m.) .

3 , .
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In Jamtara subdivision the zonind appears more complicated. There
are. not sufficient indications of the concentration of population alonp the
valley of the Ajay to justify a tonBue of hipher density., The density for
the whole platean area is comparatively high (400 p.s. m.) and-a similar
density has therefore been recorded for the valley as well. However, the
density definitely increases alonp the Barakar river in the south-west, and in
the south-east where coal is mined in small quantities.

The zonin of population treated above is of necessity, broad. Details
in soil conditions and of land forms with resulting differences in amount of
cultivable and waste land within these zones, will lead to a still further com-
plicated arrangement of settlement and correspondingly more detailed
variations in density, of which the above may be repaded as a simplification.

Variation in population ;

Though the population of the Santal Parpanas has increased considerably
(32' p.c) since the first census in 1881, the rate of increase has not been
uniform: in fact, there was a temporary decrease in the decade 19 11.21.
On the other hand, the increase “has not been common to Hindus
Mohammedans, Santals and Sauria Paharias alike. ’

. At the beginning of the century the rate of increase was low, due mainly
t(? the fact that the Santals, were steadily moving eastward out of the
district. The first years of the decade 1911-21 showed no decrease : but as
'the result of increased cost of living during the first World \{far the
influenza epidemic of 1917-1919, and the failure of the monsoon ixi the
following year, the decrease amounted to 4.46 p.c. by 1921,

I?nring the period 1921-31 the population increased markedly by 14.29 p ¢
This may be explained by a preat improvement in health conditions witl; a
consequ‘ent decrease of the death rate due to disease ; by reduced immigration
and an increase in the return of immigrants of the previous decade both th
result of improved agricultural and health conditions in the distric't. )

The various subdivisions in the district reflect this general change with
peneral increase between 1911 and 1931 ; the most marked being in D ' h °
and Jamtara. The " Main Line” of the railway between Caleutta eodg }‘:r
United Provinces passes through these two areas and its presence,an the
the maiu causes of the increase in population, for, with the gradu 1f" one f)f
the standard of living after the first World War, the ten dene w: f1‘1:3e 11:1
classes interested in trade to livé near the mailway; and in t:rn t }fe or the
~ followed by others whose occllpations were closely connected W{thyg}\lve:e
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Also, increasing numbers of well-to-do Bengalis built houses near the towns
of Deophar and Madhupur, treating this part of the district as a healht,
resort easily accessible from Calcutta.  Though the owners and their
families would probably not be present at the time of the census, their
permanent retainers would be recorded. In addition, the presence of Settle-
ment officers and their families in the area at the time of the census would
swell the numbers.

For Dumka the 1931 census recorded an increase of 17 p. ¢. This may
be accounted for by the fact that more land was broupht under cultivation
by the Santals who at this time showed a tendency to settle down as
apriculturalists rather than'immigrate in such lare numbers as in the
previous decades. The increase of 13 p.c. recorded for Godda thana was
aiso partly due to the same cause, for the protective policy of that area led
to the Santals clearing large stretches of land and settling in great numbers.
The improvement they affected in the irridation conditions of the lower
slopes of the hills benefited the area as a whole.

The low rates of increase in Pukaur and Rajmahal may be explained
as the result of rather complex causes. Firstly, the influenza epidemic of
1917-'19, which took a large toll of death, would affect the people of this
low-lying ares more seriously than the hardy Santals, whose birth rate
had reached 35 per mille by 1921.  The Beneral low resistance to
disease would account for a decreasing birth rate; which would be further
affected by the poor crop conditions in Rajmahal and Godda in 1923, A
choléra epidemic in 1927 was responsible for a further increase in mortality,

Secondly, the subdivisions of Rajmahal and Pakaur are adjacent with
the borders of Bengal, which attract a Breat seasonal labour supply for the
harvesting of jute and rice felds. This seasonal migration would increase
in numbers in years of distress in the Santal Parganas.

Finally, previous to the 1931 census, an extra vigorous over-flow of
the Ganges had destroyed several villages whose inhabitants migrated in
numbers into Benpal or to more secure conditions in the interior of the
subdivisions, accounting, it may be, in some measure, for the high increase ’
in the Pakaur Damini-koh, which possesses a large proportion of low
cultivable 3round.

The low population increase in the northern Damin areas 15 very
striking. This is to a Breat extent explained by the fact that the Sauria
Paharias are amon} the inhabitants and their numbers are decreasing while '
the Santals are a healthy vigorous race, incressiny rapidly. The Paharias



126 THE INDIAN GEOGRAPHICAL JOURNAL

have decreased by over a thousand in ten years. In 1931 when the first

reliable census of this tribe was taken, their numbers were 59,891 against
58,654 in 1941,

Conclusion,

The population of the district, as part of the Chota Nagpur Plateau is
great, its distribution irregular, leadin® to concentration on ‘the more fertile
parts ; yet the solution of its economic problems seems to be in the hands of
the cultivators themselves, provided they are helped to retain their lands in
peace and security and are puided in utilising, to a preater extent, the
cultivable area and in reclaiming the “waste.”” The Santal Parganas is no
longer unaffected by the two main routes between Western and Eastern
India, the one lying north of the district along the Ganges Plain, the other
crossing it in the south. Still, its inhabitants cannot hope to successfully

play their part in wider economic development unless their local agricultural
economy further improves and remains secure.
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- The Climatic Provinces of China .
By
A. LU,
Central Weather Bureau
(Reprinted from the Journal of the Georaphical Society of China)

The classification of the world climates proposed by W. Koeppen
is undoubtedly simple, definite and systematic. But asit is intended for
the world at large, the climatic types so deduced are inevitably too sket-
chy and possess too much differences therein. One may glance over the

.appendind chart I, newly prepared by the author and find out immediately

that the Koeppen's climatic types, especially BS, Cwa, Cfa and Dw, covering
too vast an area, can hardly be recognized as climatic unities. Either
rainfall or temperature varies jreatly within these areas. Consequently,
the land utilizatton in their various parts is far from uniform. It is
therefore necessary to make some revisions when we apply the Koeppen's
scheme for classifying the Chinese climates. The followind equiscalar lines
are added by the author for re-classifying Koeppen's climatic types :

/
1. The January -6°C Isotherm. This isotherm coincides roughly

with the boundary of the winter and spring wheat belts of China and .

Great Wall, a natural and also a historical limit of the nomads of the North-
west, )

2. The January 6°C Isotherm. This line separates the one-crop rice
belt from the region where two crops of rice are raised in & year and is
generally in coincidence with the northern limit of frost-free area, the 0 ©C

isotherm of the absolute minima and thg trend of the so-called Nanling'

Range.

3. The 750 mm. Annual Isohyet. The 750 mm. Annual Isohyet,
a line of notable importance in China, marks out the northern li‘mit. of
paddy fields without irripation and trends parallel with th'e 'Tsmgh.ng
Range and the Hweiho and the 0°C isotherm of ]am.-tary. dividing Chx'na
Proper into two major repions; the subtropical humid South and the arid,
cold North where the temperated RNgG sway in most part of the

:
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CHART I

CLIMATIC PROWNCES
R 3 sookn ACCORDNG T HOPPENS SCHEME)

: \
4 The 1250 mm. Annual Isohyet. This isohyet, or the 50 mm
isohyet of January forms the southern boundary of the winter wheat belt.
Further i : RO , T W .
urt. e vsouth, winter is 3-05’)%?&1'{11;&11& moist for the ‘winter wheat
cultivation. y e . .
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With the Koeppen's scheme and the additional demarcations pro-
posed above, we may classify the Chinese climates into ten types as shown
in the appendin chart 2. Each of them has certain characteristics

CHART II
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1. The Northeast Type: Dw. Its western boundary is fixed by the
annual precipitation of 2 (t+14) in centimeters. (“t" refers to annual
temperature in centigrade.) To the east of the line, coniferous forests
dominate the natural scemery, while to the west, only arid grasses can
survive owing to the scarcity of rainfall, The Northeast is the Branary
of China, being famed for its production of the soya beans, spring wheat,
and kaoliang. In the south, the -3°C isotherm of January limits i ‘
extension, The severe cold of winter, the concentration of rainfall in =
the hot season and the prevalence of sandstorms in spring form thé

°



130 THE INDIAN GEOGRAPHICAL JOURNAL

main characteristics of the climate of the Northeast.
is lovely and attractive for its tranquility,
unfortunately is short,

The autumn weather
sunniness and mildness but

la. The Yenshan. Dwa. January temperature stands above -6°C on
the average. Summer is moderately hot. July has a mean temperature of
25°C. The annual precipitation amounts to 500 mm or more and mostly
falls in the hottest months, July and August.

1b. The Kwantung Plain. Dwa. The January temperature is lower
than -60C even in the south, and as low as 25°C in the north. The incle-
mency of the winter makes cultivation impossible, Soil freezes and the
river ice-bounds at least for three months. Summer is hot and sunny but
showery. July temperature exceeds 220C everywhere. The precipitation
ranges from 600 mm, in the southeast to 400 mm. in the northwest.

lc. The Changpeishan. Dwb. Summer here
former repions.

220C asa ruyle,

to the seas, the precipitation of the Changpei is the heaviest amony the
subtypes of the Northeast, with an annual amount over 750 mm., The rainy
season reaches its height in Aupust. In well-watered lowlying valleys,

the Korean farmers plant rice in summet. The inaccessible areas, however
are clad with dense coniferous forest.

is cooler than in
Even the hottest month has a mean temperature below

1d, The Khinganling. Dwb-c, Here is the Chinese
Winter cold is extremely severe.
‘'on the average. The perpetua
even in summer. The summer

average mercury of the hottest month stands below 220C and less than four
months have a mean over 10° C, As the growind season is very short,
agriculture becomes hard and dangerous. The annual range of tempera-
ture amounts to about 50°C, beinp the areatest in China, Thisisa typical
form of the snow forest climate, The precipitation amounts to merely 300
mm. in a year. But as the evaporation is not intense, g natural result of

its low temperature, snowy coniferous forests thrive
these boreal hills.

“Cold Pole ”

January hasa temperature below 250C
1 frozen soil melts only superficially

2, The Mongolian Steppe. BSKw and BSk'w.
precipitation of less than 2 (t+ 14) but more than t4+14,
received in a normal year is about 200-300 mm, The 6©
rates it from the North China Type,
summer is warm or hot with occasional gh

It has an annual
The total amount
C isotherm sepa-
Winter is intensely cold, but
owers,

v

Because of the ruggedness of its relief and the nearness -

is not only cool but also short. The -

very luxuriantly on o

a moderate am
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1 Skw. The summer heat with
E. Mongolian Steppe. B ‘
e T!;?m?of rainfall makes dry-farming possible. July temperature

averages more than 180C.

s
is somewhat higher and the summer temperature s

This subtype has a natural
But the winter temperature

lightly lower.

2.b, The Chinp-Kan Steppe. BSkw.

cenery in common with that of SE. Mongolia.

' 1 Iness
9.¢c. The Outer Monpolian Steppe. BSk'w. Owing to the coolne

1 1 1 nomadic
olia remains still a
northern Outer Mond; ndic
e, t month July has an average temperature of 1
g trated in the summer-months.

of its su

pasturade. st month
only Most of its precipitation 1s concen

. e ¢
3 The N.W. Frontier Mountain Type. The vertical fhstml;uﬁzt; :-
o the 1 as fo :
he climates on the mountains of the Northwest Frontier 1s
the clim

The S. Tienshan The N, Tibetan

The Mongolian Mts e No Tihers
@ N. Tienshan
, BWkw
Below 1000 MBSkw & BSk'w Below 1500 MBWkw Below 1500 M
elow ’
2000 Difb 1500-3000 BSk'w 15003228 BDSka
;_3000 Dfc 3000-35Q0 Dic 3000-;1500 E¥H
‘33500 ETH 3500-4000 ETH 4500- 500 T
gver 3500 EFH Over 4000 EFH Over

M lian Deserts. BW, The precipitation is very scarce
o ona(;l in3 an amount below 100 mm. or even Jess than
e sure situated is inland basins and enclos.ed‘
11 sides by the lofty mountains, the continental climate'here take; 1t;:
e fom The heat of summer and the cold of winter are bot
e o Sand:torms prevail especially in the sprin} season.

over this vast area,
50 mm. As most of the deserts

very intense.

4-a. The Ordps Desert. BWkw. Surmmer is hot with occasional
. da
light showers. Winter is dry and very colde

4-b. The Gobi Desert, BWkw. The summer rain is more scarce here
than in th‘e Ordos Desert. Winter is intensely cold.

4.c. The Alashen bésert. BWkw. The rainfall of the summer
‘ moum.;ct‘o 40mm. only. Continentality iptensiﬁes.
a ~
' 4
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' 4-d. The Tarim Desert. BWkx, Its very scarce rainfall comes mostly
in the late spring and early summer, People suffer from furnace heat in
summer but winter is milder than in other deserts.’ -

4-e. The Tsunar Desert, BWkf. The rainfall is more plentiful and
well distributed throughout the year. Winter cold. is extremely severe
The polar or arctic air invades frequently in the spring and usua]l'
accompanies with snowstorms or duststorms. Y

4-f. The Khobuto Desert. BWks. Blockaded on northwest by high
mountains, the Khobuto Desert 1s shut off from the invasion of the cold
waves and in consequence enjoys a milder winter. Summer is cool and love-
ly, the temperature of July being less than 18°C on the average, The annual
curves of precipitation show its climax in winter months.

4-3. The Tsaidam Desert. BWkw. In many respects, this subt
has a climate similar to that of the Khobuto Desert. The ox‘\]y differ ype
occurs in the distribution of precipitation. The rainjest period h o
late summer and the early autumn. ere is the

5. The North China Type. BSkw in the north and Cwa or Cta ;
the south. Including most part of the Hwangho Basin, this type is se a 13
by the January -6°C isotherm from the Mongolian Steppes. Its northr;:r: .
boundary may be fixed by the annual precipitation of ]es.s' than 2(ti]e:n
Qn the south, the annual isohyet of 750 mm. limits its extension. S o
_is hot and rainy, while winter is cold and sunny. The duststorn‘.ts bltl'::;:li:

in by the coldwave l'Ilvasl'OIlS t!ouble ve y I[luC]l tlle l)e()p e O orth ( ',h]nn

X )y 1 f N i
N e

in spnng months. The prec1p1tati0n ran

es f 7 '
£0 350 mm. on the northwest. ges from 750 mm. on the sm_;theast

5-a. The Loess plateau and Haiho Plain. - i
trates inyJuly and Audust, and varies widely fr:t:‘ yifk::. Reszﬁlll):oncen—
and floods threaten the people ‘Incessantly. o oughts
of the world.

5-b. The Shantunp Hills and the Lower Hweiho Pl i
Cfaw. A transitional belt between the subtropical humid 2“*
continental arid North. Winter temperature is kj ool
tion heavier than the northern subtype,

Cwa and

h and the
3her and annual precipita-

6. The Central China Type. Cfaxw and C '
: ; waxw, It is
by the 750 mm, annual isohyet on the north, the July isotherm 1:f 2;’:8&‘&
‘ on

-

It is a notorious famine land -
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the west and the January isotherm of 6°C on the south. The Mei-Yu of the
early summer forms a striking feature of its climate. Summer is sultry,
enervating and monotonous, but the weather of the spring and winter is
changeable and vigorous owing to the frequent passades of the Yanptze
cyclones, The coolness and dryness makes autumn the most charmind
season of the year. Although no month has an average temperature below
0°C, the daily minima usually drop to 5° or even below -10°C in the winter
mornings. Snow and frost usually come during and after the invasions of
the cold northerns. The annual precipitation averades 1000 mm. to 1500
mm. and is distributed rather evenly throughout the year.

6ea. The Southern Yanptze Valley, Cfaxw, Annual precipitation
exceeds 1200 mm. everywhere. Winter is mild and rainy. The *passage of
the cold waves usually bring snowstorms to this area. The amount of
precipitation in each of the cold months exceeds 50 mm. The June peak of
the precipitation curves is made up by the Mei-Yu cyclones. The sécondary
maximum, appearing in August, undoubtedlx results from the invasion of

 the Pacific typhoons, but the amount of it is not comparable with that of

June and even less than that of the spring months.

6-b. The Northern Yangtze Valley. Cfaxw. Annual precipitation -
is less than 1250 mm. and winter drier than the South. On most of the"pre-
cipitation curves, a simgle maximum appears in: July, but there is one
more heap occurfing in April, The winter months, though colder, havg

'_ageiages above 00C.

6-¢. The ‘SW. Hupei and the Kweichow Upland. Cwaxzw". The
annual precipitation is 1000 mm. in valleys, but increases to 1500 mm. on
the windward slopes. Winter is gloomy but not rainy. There are two
maxima on the precipitation curves ; onein June and the other in September!
The June climax is the result of the Mei-Yu, a rainy spell being common to
all the Yanatze Valley, whereas the September one, exceeding even the for:
rmer in amount st many places, is difficult to explain. It is also worthy of
note that most of its precipitation occurs in’ the night-time. Because of'its - -
elevated situation, at a height of 1000 m. on an average, summer is neither
hot nor moist and therefore 3ood for health.

6-d. The Red Basin. Cwaxw, Annual precipitation is less than
1000 mm. and mostly falls in the summer half year. Either the diurnal or
the annusl curves of precipitation bear a close resemblance to those of the 6¢
subtype. The warmth and dullness of the winter and the oppressive heat
of the summer make the climate of the Red Basin very unhealthy. Tlig
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climate of the Red Basin should be classified as a subtype of the South
China Type in the strict sense, because the coldest month, January, has an
average above 60C, and snow or frost rarely occurs.

6-e. The Hanshui Valley. Cwa. The climatic conditions resemble

those of the Red Basin in many respects, but here the precipitation is scantier
and shows marked concentration in the hot months, The autumn peak of
the rainfall curves disappears entirely.

7. The South China Type. Cwa & Cfaxw. The January temper.
ature is higher than 6¢°C but lower than 180C. These isotherms form its
northern and southern boundaries respectively. The 3rowing season lasts for
the wholé year. Snow and frost rarely occur. The summer heat is less
intense but even more unbearable here than in the Yangtze Valley owing to
the high humidity. The rainfall ranges from 1500 to 2000 ram. During the
invasion of the Pacific typhoons, in late summer and early autumn, heavy
rains and high winds usually, cause terrible loss to the people of the coast.

7-a. The Upper Sikiang Valley. Cwa. Months of July and August

are rainy and sultry, The warmth of the winter makes malaria prevalent
throughout the year,

7-b. The Nanling Hills, Cfaxw. Cfb climate scatters on hills

with a height over 2000 m. The rainfall curves show two peaks: one.

appears in May or June, and the other in Aupust.

] Winter is 3loomy and
drizzly.

8. The Hainan Type. Aww' & Amw. This is-the only real tropis
cal climate of China., The Hainan Island and the islets of the South China
Sea have a climate of Aww, while the climate of the SW. coast of Taiwan
belongs to Amw. No month of the year in these regions has a temperature
below 180C. In spite of its lowness of latitude, the summer temperature
never rises so high as on the mainland. However, the moist air is truly
more unbearable. Half of its rainfall concentrates in the summer months

1 ]

Heavy downpours accompanied by thunderstorms or typhoons are most
frequent in August and September.

9. The West China Type. Owin3 to diversity of its relief, the cli-
mate of West China is characterized by its great complexity. The vertical
variations mask to a 3reat extent the latitudinal changes,

, \ , Even with the
same height, mountains and valleys may have climates d

iffering areatly

.
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from each other. Generally speaking, most of the area has a climate of
Dwb in the north and Cwb in the south. There are 'also patches. of BShw
and BWhw appearing in the leeward valleys and enclosed basins. The
dazzling white ice-capped mountain peaks here and. therg, xl'eves'al the
presence of the ETH and EFH climates. The vertical distribution of

climates may be tabulated as follows:

Tsingling Eastern Tibet N. Yunnan & S, Tibet
1000-1500 m Dwa Below 1500 m Cwa Below 1500 m Cwa
1500-2500 Dwb 1500-3200 Cwb 1500-4000 Cwb
2500-4000 Dwe 3030-4000 Dwb-c 4000-4500 Dwb

4000-5500 ETH 4500-6000 ETH
QOver 5500 EFH Over 6000 EFH )

9.a. The Yunnan Plateau, Cwbn. With a height of 1500 to 3000 m.
the climate of the Yunnan Plateau is famed for its perpetual spring. Winter
is warm and sunny, Most of its rain concentrates in the summer months
and precipitates in the form of showers.

9.h. The SE. Tibet Cwbg. The valleys of the SE... Tibe.t situated
at a height of 3000 to 4000 m. puzzle the visitors with its nu})dness 'of
climate. The coldest month, January, has a tempex"ature about 0°C, The
frost, however, may app2ar on the ground on r'nornmg h.ours for 7% months
owing to the strong nocturnal terrestrial radiation resultms' from the clear
sky and the thin, pure atmosphere of the plateau, .The rainy season lasts
from May to September. Thunderstorms prevail day after day. The
temperature condition in summer is moderate, warm and,comfortgble.

9.c, The East Tibet. Dwb-c, At the height of 3-4000 m, Dwb-e
climates predominate. The. rainfall curves of this subtype show two
maxima in June and Septeraber, being similar to those of the Red Basin.
The warmth of the winter and the coolness of the summer are comparable -

to those of Yunnan,

9.d. The Tsingling Mountains. Dwa-b. The precipitation con-
centrates in summer months and reaches its height in August or September.
The winter is severely cold and windy, but dry and sunny.

10. Tibet. ETH & EEH. Except the SE. valleys and the E. borderland,
the Tibetan Plateau is mostly a vast waste of desolate. frozen desert. No
month has a temperature over 10°C,, Even at the hel?ht of summer the
average mercury stands only a few deprees above 0°C. Beoa}lse of the
scarcity of precipitation and strong evaporation, the gro'und remains mostly
bare and free from snow accumulation, The snowline is as high as 6090
m. on the lofty mountains. The thin air and strony wind makes the life
more hard and miserable.



Soil Sur\;ey and Land Use Analysis

By
V. L. S. PRAKASA RAO, M.aA.
Geography Department, Calcutta University.

The soil survey of any repion should provide a basis for land use
planning. In India, the Geologist, the Botanist and the Agricultural
Chemuist, all these study soils from their different standpoints, whereas in
America and Russia the soil surveys are beind conducted with a view to
providing a basis for land classification and its optimum utilization,

Any soil survey should provide answers chiefly to the followinp three
questions. A
(1) What the soil is best fitted for.

(2) Whether the fertility elements are adequate or inadequate,
" (3) What the alternative uses are.

So1l study should also be with reference to general as well as specific
land use but should not solely confine itself to agricultural utilization. The

soil map * should be of use not only to the agriculturist, but also to the
3rass-land farmer and the forester,

As a matter of fact, during the Economic-geopraphical survey of the
Godavari regiont which has been completed recently by the- author, it is
found that the following primary soil classification! is essential to serve
as a basis for land use analysis but, for scientific planning of Land Utiliza-

tion a systematic and detailed work reparding profile study of the- different
soil regions is necessary, F i

* It is learnt that the soil map of India is beinp prepsred' at the Indian Institute of

Apricultura]l Research, Delhi,

t The Godavari Region is a representative section of the East Coast of India l;1d
extends between 16° 20’ and 179 50’ parallels of latitude and 810 30" 4nd 820 30' meridians
of longitude., The area of the region is 3987 sq. miles and includes the following adminis-
trative divisions : Taluks Chddavaram, Ellavaram, Rajamundry,’ Peddapuram, Pitha.
puram, Ramachandrapur, Cocanada, Amalapur, and Rajole. N

1 The basis of my classification is 1. the geéanphic factors of the area {Physio-
graphy, climate, natural vepetation and the present land use,) 2. Information found
in the various Government reports (Revenue, Apriculture and Forest) 3.
tion furnished by the experienced cultivators on the spot. 4, Views of the various
officers of the Apricultural Dept. end 5. The author’s intimate and personal knowledpe
of the local conditions. (A few soil samples are being enalysed in the soil laboratory,
Geopraphy Department, Caleutta University,) .

Informa.

-
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THE GODAVARI REGION -
The Chief Soil Zones and Sub Zones
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(i) The stiff clays, clayey loams and alluvial clays (Ramchandra-
puram Taluk),

(a) Higher lying well drained clayey loams-Better drainape of
these lands is due to Sandy substratum—(North eastern
portion of the Ramchandrapuram Taluk).

(b) Lower lying ill drained clays and clayey loams

(if) The Higher lyinp stiff clays, loams and clayey loams—(Central
and Northern lands of the Godavari delta).

(i) The heavy alluvial clays of the Samalkota area,
- (iv) Better drained clayey loams of the Gollala-mamidada area.
(») Fine sandy loams of the Karapa area in the Cocanada Taluk,
(vi) The fine sandy and silt clays (Innavalli area-Godavari Delta).

(vii) The low lying ill-drained saline areasall along the Godavari
coast,

(viit) The mangrove soils (Mud, Marsh and Swamp).

(F) The coarge saﬁdy soils of the coastal fringes, This is also the
zone of sand dunes,

Soil types in one of the sample villages :—Sankaraguptam :—Coastal
eoconut type village (Razole Taluk).

A. High level coarse sandy soils best fitted for casuarina trees.

B. Fine .sandy soils best fitted for coconuts. These soils are also
suitable for 3round nut,

C. Low.er lying sandy loams unfit for coconuts but best fitted for
millets, 3ingelly and dry paddy.

D. Saline soils unfit for coconuts or millets. Saline resisting paddy

?Iarieties are 3rown, The drainage of these soils should be
improved,

; A comprehensive and systematic soil survey is the key to the success
of land use planning and, the soil map should enable one to interpret and
evaluate in terms of the optimum use of our natural resources

Arab Geography in the 9th and 10th. -
Centuries A.D.

BY
Dr. S. MUZAFER ALI M.A.. M.Sc., Ph.D.

AND

S. M. ZIAUDDIN ALAVI M.A,
(Regional and Economic).

The Arab has always been a wandersr and his natural propensity
strenthened by his duty to pilrimage, moves him to curiosity about
foreizn lands and people, Even in Spain and Africa there would have been
very fow men of some education who might not have drunk the water of
the Nile and who might not have performed the Hajj. The majority of
pilgrims, on Boing out of Arabia returned to their homes; but a certain
number visited Basra, Kufa, Baghdad, Bokhara and Samarqand. These
detours not only had the advantage of bringin3 under their observation the
cities which then occupied the frst rank in the scale of civilization ; but

valso they familiarised with the life and lang 1age of diﬁ’et"é!_x.‘; -peqple. o

In addition to this there was the commercial aptitude -of the Arabs.

‘They were tradesmen from even pre-Islamic days and had earned areat fame

as 'sv,ch. They were the intermediary between the far east and the far west';
all the seas were known to them. The seas and deserts were nothing hefore
the undaunted spirit of the Arab merchant. . ‘ T

Lastly the conquering arms of Islam facilitated travel and brought
new lands within the ken of their observation. A

There exists a 3reat number of narratives of this type. These x‘xafran
tives are distinguished from the ordinary treatises in that they are not ‘of =
didactic character ; but on the other hand are concerned with' what the
writers saw themselves or heard from reliable sources, These accounts ate
of great help in the reconstruction of the economic and redional”peography

of the Arabs. Co o :

In this paper an attempt is made to introduce some of the representa-

tive 3eographical treatises of this.type, such as-accounts of voyades, book

of conquests, the 'itenararies’ and finslly the systematic. 3eozrephical

*
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Suleman further observes that the coast of China is subject to
violent storms’ and particularly those squalls or frets of wind called in
Arabic toofan from the Greek work which conveys an almost similar 1dea,
The Portupese and Spaniards derive from Arabic their word Tufaon, which
they say comes from the eastern board and bedins in the month of August
and 1s much dreaded, especially in the passage from Indies to China. This

description reminds us of the Tropical Cyclones which blow in these
regions.

-

He mentions Kanfu® as the city known to the Arabs, as it was the
emporium of all commerce. He speaks of Khamdan™ as the seat of the
Emperor of China which is confirmed by Chinese-and Syriac inscriptions,

. About the middle of the 9th century Sallam (surnamed the inter-
preter) was charged by the Caliph Wathig-billah to 3o to explore the
regions situated to the north of Volga, the Caspian Sea and the Yaxartes
i e. beyond the limits of which the Muslim armies had not passed. His
mission was above all, for the purpose of investigating the people of Yaju;
and Majuj. Sallam proceeded to Armenea and Geordia; he crossed the
Caucasus, visited the Khaza»s, who, in this period formed a flourishing state,
-made a round of the Caspian and then advanced towards the Ural and the
Altai ; thus he had a chance of crossing the countries which had not been
explored till modern times. Sallam returned to Mesopotamia Via Bokhars

and Khorasan. The account of Sallam has been conserved for us by Idrisi
and other authors."

Book of Conquests:—

A class of books' which very much contribated to the Aral's
knowledge of regions was the account of their first conquests, A Breat
nurmber of writing of this class were drawn upon in the course of the 9th
century A.D. for instance we may mention the book of Abul Abbas Ahmad
al Beladory who lived at the court of Caliph al-Mutawakkil, The author
treats successively the conquest of Syria, the island Chypra, (Cyprus)
.Mesopotamia, Armenia, Egypt, Africa, Spain, Islands of Mediterranean
Sea and Nubia. Finally he passes on to the east. He has taken cave in
interspersing his account with details pertaining to the state of conquered
countries, He speaks also of certain cities founded by the

' Muslims for
instance Kufa, Basra and Baghdad.

8, Ibid, p, 11,
9. Ibid p,11.

10. Tbid p. 43 See also notes p, 42-43,
11, French Translation of Idrisi by Jaubert Vol II, p. 416 & foll,
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Road Books ;—

Another class of books which also contributed to the Arab's
knowledge of different countries takes the form of Road Books. These. set
forth in detail the various itineraries, interspersed with short accounts of
the towns passed through end fave the revenues and products of each
province,

‘Abul Qasim Ubaidullah, Abdullah ibn Khurdadbeh™ was the first
aeoprapher whose work has come down to us. Ibn-Khurdadbeh's wo'rk
furnishes a description of routes connecting the towns and provin-
ces and statistical data about revenues of different provinces. Starting from
the neighbourhood of Baghdad he first treats the inland centres to the
frontier of China, then he describes the coast route to the Yellow Sea. Then
he details the western route from the Tigris to the Atlantic. Lastly he
treéts of the northern and southern extremities of the Earth. T_here is °
valuable passage which indicates the manner in which Europe and Asia
communicated together:

“ The Jewish merchants spoke Persian Roman, (Greek and Latin)
Arabic, and Frank languages. They made voyaBes from west to east and from
east to west, either by land or by sea. They brought from the west em'mchs.
slave airls, boys, silk, furs, skins, and swords. They embarked in the
country of Franks on the occidental sea and went to Farma, where they put
their merchandise on the back of animals and proceeded by land to Qulzum
at a distance of 20 fersong. They embarked a2ain frc')g} Qulzum to
Hijaz, Jedds, then they went to Sind, India and ' China. On ﬂ,m,
return journey they brought musk, aloes, camphor, cinnamon and other
products of eastern lands and feturned to Qulzum then to Farma, }ﬂ}tere ,
they embarked sain, On the occidental sea,—some went to Constantinople
to sell their merchandise and others retnmgd to the country of Franks "}

The work of Ahmad Ibn Yakub' 3ives a topographical account of
Baphdad. The author mentions that from his youth he had felg a definite
inclination for the study of stranje lands and that he had voyagied for some-
time, In the course of his voyades he had athered some 3eopraphical. topo-
araphical, statistical and historical notes. After having iven a detailed
description of the two capitals of the states of Abbasid Caliph i.e., Baghdad

12, Ibn Khusdedbeh: Kitab al Masslik wal Mamslik pp, 153-155 vide Reinaud
b Introduction ** Geogrephie 4' Abulfeds." . .
13. Ibn-i-Khurdadben. Kitab al Masslik wal mamalik, p, 155,
14, Ahmad ibn Yakub sl Katib: Kitab al Buldan. Edited by de Gosje,
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treatises, so as to present a true picture of the Arab conception of repional
and economic 3eography.

Expansion of Regional Knowledge ; —

As typical example.of the early traveller's tales of India, Africa and
China which we possess is the * Chain of Histories ' compiled by Suleman
the merchant in 851 A.D,, with a supplement by Abu Zaid datind about
910 AD. The account of Suleman shows Arab conquest of the eastern
markets. It was with these explorations that the extepsion of Beopraphical
knowledge and the maintenance of eopraphical outlook is concerned,

One of his; chief remarkable features 1s the description of the course,
the Arabs and Persians steered from al-Basra and Siraf to the Indies and
China and conversely the course steered by the Chinese for Arabia and
Persia, A vivid description of the route by Suleman is as follows :—

* Most of the Chinese ships take in their Carpo at Siraf where also
they ship their 30oods which come from Basra, Oman and other places ;
and this they do because in the sea of Persia there are frequent Stormg and
shores in many places. From Basra to Siraf is one Jhundred and twenty

.Jeagues, when ships have loaded at Siraf and taken a supply of water they
sail for a place called Musqat. On the east coast of this sea between  Siraf
and Musqgt is a place called Saif Bani Saffaq .and an island Ibni Kawan;
and in the sea, are rocks called Uman and a strait called Durdavrt, throuéh
.which small vessels do venture, bat Chinese ships dare not, There also are
two rocks which seldom appear above the surface of water, the Kusair, and
Uwair. After clearing these rocks, the ships steer for a place called Sukhar
‘ Uman and at Musqat take in water which is drawn out of.wells, Then
the ships sail to the countries of India and putin first at Kulam-Mali (ie.
Quilon) & month's voyage from Musqat with the wind aft.........Havinp
watered at Kulam-Mali the ships set sdil for the sea of Harqan@ {i.e.
Bay of Benpal) en route to a place called Langablus' wheére men wedt
no clothes and neither understand. Arabic, nor any other language in use
.with the merchants............ from Langablus the ships sail to a place called
Kalabar (i.e. Malaca)," The * word ", bar ' serves to indicate both kingdpift

and coast, Kalabaris a dependency of Zabij (i.e. Java) and Zabij is to the
east of India. a B

From Kalabar the shi

ps sail to Tiyuma (on the south east - coast of
‘Malay) and they reach the

re in ten day's time, and thence they sail to

1. One of islands of *Nicobar group.” Reinaud
. % Ses Encyelopaedis of Islam, under Kalah,

Relation des Voyspes Vol, 11 P.17.
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Kundranj (i.e.,the delta of Mekon3) and the voyage takes ten day; aga.in.
From Kundranj to Sanf (Cambodia) also takes ter.vdafys and w%xen the‘-s)lups
have provided themselves with fresh Watefr at ‘Sanf fh.ey sail to- Sundet
faulat’, an island in the sea and arrive there in ten days’ time.

\Th,en the ships sail throuph the sea of 'San‘k‘hi. (5‘?? of ‘C-hi.na)v B‘?.‘.i
i i ist of mountains .in the sea, witha

h the pates of . China, which consist 0 ns in the sea, with
:le:;:ow :aisage in between, barely sufficient for ships to pass. Whe?‘-j“
ship has 3ot throuph these Bates; she Boes into a fresh gulf, and dro;:s
anchor in the chief port of Chins, called Khanfu (Canton). Itisa :month' s
voysge from Sunder-fulat to China, inclusive of seven days spent -in

‘clearing the ates .

Even more interestind is his description of islands and the countries
visited en Toute to China. Of the island of the Hargend St.aa Suleman says,
% These islands, Boverned by & woman, are full of that kind of palm‘ tree
which bears the coconut ; and are one, two, three or four leapues dtst;.nt
from each other, all inhabited and planted with coconut trees. Th? wea] tl;
of the inhabitants consists in shells and even the queen’s treasurs" is ful o
them. They say there are no artificers more expert than thf:se islanders ;
and out of the fibres of the coco-nut they make 'whole slur.t. all of one
picce, sleeves, Bussets and all, as also half.vgsts.(or Jacket.s? ; wgth the same
industry and the same tree they build ship and houses and they‘am,gk;}fpl
an-all other sorts of workmanship’, Ch e ‘ S

. ™ i,.;v,

On China too Suleman supplies valuable information. ‘Sulemg.g

says “ China produces wheat, rice, and many other sonts. of Brains; it
produces pears, apples, quinces, lemons, citrons, banana,. .sudsr-cane, fip:

",
cucumber, walnut, plums, apricot, services, coconuts and even almonds Ry

" Suleman is the oldest and almost the only Arab that medtif)ns a
Chinese drink which ha calls Sah’ 'He says that 1t is _a';her.l‘J,_ op shrt?}:
more busky than the pomepranate tree and of a more talcma ;kgc??t;;}
has o Kind of bitterness with'it. They prépare it by p°§f§‘f§, I:°ﬂ}1{‘é
water on it, and also they balieve in the healin qualities of this drink,

1Y S

'3, i.e,, Psolo Condore; Palso"sn island qn@',Pﬂlg‘iivspmany{:fué Arabie._plu .‘l ,‘
> efmm' P:ldl?Sunddr f"upr:bon’u s native form of Cﬁ_pdi;s or ;90339195 vide,

" R R S I
'+ Yule Cathay und the' Wey Thither p. 129, L ‘ %
4, Sulemsn, °'Silsila sl, Tawarikh’, Arebic Textpiven iti'Reinaud, Reldtion dei
Voysges, Vol. Il, ‘ L - B -
5, Ancient Account of India end China by two Mohlmmcdnn >‘trlvoht.' Translee
ted by Renaudot. p, 2 o o
6 Ibid. . 13, | o
7. lbid, p. 25 - - : ‘ el e g
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and Samarra, he described (but in a summary fashion) the major part of the
Mohammadan countries ; like Ibn Khurdadbeh, he proceeds to describe the
distances of places in them and the principal routes. Ibn Busta™ has written

a similar work to Ahmad Ibn Yakaub, adding notes on to -
also adds remarks on the nature of the couutry. owns and roads.  He

The work of Qudama™ describes the frontiers of the empire, the
different postal roads of the empire with their stapes and distances ,s .
general remarks upon the diverse kinds of revenue and a bird's e .:a vo'me
of the civilization and the history of the first conquests of the musliyms -

) The tenth century A.D. brings to our notice first of all, a vizier of the
Samanid dynasty in Khurasan and. Transoxiana. This vizier was named
Abu Abdullah Mohammad ibn Ahmad Aljaihani” His book Kit bel
Masalik fi Marifat al Mamalik is distinguished by the abundance of ldﬁl ‘?1

The author had collected very well the information on the valley 0of Iet:iu .
and the peninsula of India. In this book the countries are discussed in :dus
of ‘ seven climates.” He has taken care to indicate the proper resoure: ei
every country and the advantapes which distinguished the principal 's' .

The book of al Jaihani was abridged by Ibni Fagih.” o

‘ During the time that al Jaihani was occupied in collecting material for
his compilation, the Muslim empire from India to the Atlantic Ocean fr
om

Caspian to the Erythrean Sea wasrun over by al-Masudi. A Breater part
ar

of al-Masudi’s life was passed in voyages and he saw the regions which

no other Arab writer had ever seen. Al-Masudi was very well informed
not only in the Islamic sciences, but also in the ancient literature
3eopraphy, beliefs and superstitions; nothing has been left out ‘

In e\.réry repion which he visited he made intensive study and
well-informed persons.

history,
by him,

: corttacted
His- book had been for the later Argd writ;:

an abundant source. Although Masudi has written much, he does not see
to ?mve composed a geographical treatise, but there is not one of his w km.
which does not furnish some valuable facts for the Beoprapher ok

Regional Consciousness and the study of Climates: _

It will be interesting to point out in the egrl
of the science, the Arabs studied the earth on
which are aeometrical strips running east and we

y staBes of the growth
the basis of * climates *,
st bounded }
ar:

15.  1bn Buste: I'llaq al Nefisa. Bdited by de Goeje, Y parallele

16. Qudama: Kitsb al Kharaj. Edited by de Goele.

17, Al-Maqdisi: Ahsan al Taqasim p. 4, Edited b
: Itttrodnepiotl_ ‘ Geopraphie ‘d' Abulfeds’.

18. This is mentioned by Abul Feds, Memoirs on Indis p. 10,

y _de_Gloejeli also see Reinaud:
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of latitude. The division in climates is the work of the Greeks: the
word itself indicates it, since it is derived from the Greek term clima
sipnifying inclination ; the fact that the idea of climate depends more or
lesson the inclination of the sun in relation to the equator. Ptolemy counted
in his ' Geopraphy' twenty two ‘climates’ while other ancient authors
had established a division into ‘ Seven ' These ‘ seven climates’ included
all that portion of the plobe which the ancients and the Arabs gave the
name habitable quarter of the world. In order to comprise the most
important portion of the habitable world with these ‘climates’ they did
not bepin at the equator but at about 16° north of it ending at 50° latitude.
The following tables show the ‘seven climates’ according to al Khwarizmi :*

g{;\;’i Latitude. OIEQI&%;}" Countries.”
1, 16° 27’ 13 hrs. CHina, Sind, Arabia, Yemen, Habeh
South Beehar.
2. 24° 13 % China, Hind, Sind, Bahr Khazr, Bahr-

Basra Arabia, Misr, Maghrib Afriqgia.

3. 30° 22" 14 hrs. China, Hind, Sind, Kabul; Sistan,
Ahwaz, Irag, Sham, Misr, Barqa,
Afriqua. :

4, | 36° 14 3" Tibet, Khurasan, Samarqand Bokha’ca,
‘ Ispahan, Syria, Maghrib.

5. 41° 15 hrs. | Majuz, Northern Khurasan, Azarbaijan,
' Armenia audulus,

6. 45° 15 % hrs. | Yajuj, Khazar, Tabristan, Khwarizn
' Audulus, Room.

7. 48° 16 % hrs. | North Yajuj, Bilud Turk, Bilad Marjan,
' Saqalibs- :

The most remarkable characteristic of the B_eog;aphical Astudy of the
“ climates ' is the repetition of different countries in many a * climate’ and

19. Pliny for instance had conceived of seven 'climates’ Vide Geopraphical Lore
of the times of Crusades,

20. There are however slight differences in deprees of latitude amonp different
writers, According to al Pergheni the first ‘climate’ ‘bepins at 164" and
the seventhconcludes at 50°30'. Some peopraphers, divided the southern -
hemisphere into 7 climates thus making 14 ‘climates’ in sll (Maqgdisi. P; 58).

21, The countries are given according to Ibn Rusta.

6
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secondly that the division is made arbitrarily, without' any consideration
of the peopraphical factors. The table clearly shows that the complexity of
the peopraphical features, the lardeness of the field, and the unnecessary
frapmentation of different countries was embarassing to the Arab Beopra-
phers, hence the necessity of some other method of treatment was felt.
However it was the beginning of repional consciousness,

Systematic Regional and Economic Geography.—

The latter half of the tenth century brinds to our notice three
important eopraphers. They are al-Istakhri, Ibni Hawkal and al-Maqdisi.
They fully describe each province of the Muslim empire, making a Breat
advance on the authors mentioned above. To them we owe a systematic,
repional economic and human Beopraphy. Their conception of geopraphy
as related to man's destiny found its fullest expression in this literature.

The first objective of these peopraphers was to remove the defects of
their predecessors. They confined their 3eodraphical study to small regions,
taking countries provinces and distriets as the geopraphical unit, 1 do not
take' says al Istakhn the ‘seven climates’ as the basis of division of the
earth bacause the Beometrical shapes even thouph they be correct intrinsi-

cally, involve a lot of confusion, so I have resorted to the study of earth
countrywise.'™

The Beographical unit in this case as well, although not based on any
sort of eographical unity, yet comprises of political boundaries, which
function not merely as a political whole, but to a considerable extent as an
economic and social whole. Unlike the abstract concept of a region (on the
basis of ‘climates’) the province in many respects is an unitary objects It 1is
a piece of land sharply defined and separated from others. However, the
contrast between the view point between this choronographical description

and the analysis and synthesis of the 20th century redional Beopraphy is
obvious.

Istakhri's book is typical of the early studies in repional Beopraphy
and may be considered under two heads (a) country (b) people, The country
was studied first in respect of its situation and then of its parts, under situ-
ation were studied the lenpth, breadth, circuit and boundaries of the land.
The parts of the country were aain considered under two heads, individual
and peneral; the individual parts were cities, their people, buildings,
commerce and trade being matters observed; the aeneral part included a
description of mountains and valleys, plains, deserts and rivers etc ; each was

22, Istakhri: Kitab al Masalik wal Mamalik Ed. by 3 de Gobi Leyden (1870) p. 2

.
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considered in respect of its products. As redards the peaple, they were -
observed in regard to nature, diet, dress, religion, manners and customs. The
balance between man and his environment is perhaps more justly struck in
this than in earlier writings.

Istakhri takes climate as the basis of division in his description of
Faras. He divided the country into two parts, the southern hot repion and
the northern cold repion. In the cold repion thore are places which are
intensely cold, so that nothind of fruits Prow, except some apricultural
products. In the hot redion there ara placss whizh are so hot that not even
the birds can stay there, The climate of the c>ld repion is 3ood for health
while that of the hot repion is injurious to it. Briefly it may be said that to
this Arab scholar a reion was merely of interest as the seat of human
population, He recopnised in a eneral way the topography and climate of
the country in relation to mankind which was characterised by a few bald
statements. While speaking of the inhabitants of Faras he says: ‘ The
inhabitants of the hot belt are of poor condition of health and have fewer
hairs and darker complexion. The inhabitants of the cold belt are very
strong and fat. They have three languages—Persian for speaking, Arabic
for offices of the Kinas and Nobles, and the colloguial lanpuape®.”

Of the dress of the people of Iraq Istakhri says; ‘ Some of the
customs are peculiar to Irag—they love to dress handsomely and appear
in owns. They generally wear shoes, and let down their tarban to Breat
lengths and clothe themselves in fine linen™."". As repards the dressof the
kin®s of Faras he says, " The kings wear very wide and spacious shirts
and under the turbans they wear square caps, they also han swords from
belts round their waist......the dress of the clerks are shirts and turbans,
they also wear caps but they hide them underneath the turbans”.

In addition to the above remarks on the people and the country, there
is a description of the industries and trade of different provinces. He speaks
of the cotton industry of Faras with centres at Merv, Nishapur and Bemm,
and a special branch of industry which flourished in the Persian province
of Sabur, where essences were made of violet, narcessus, fragrant pine, lilies,
white jasmine, myrtle, marjoram and orange peel”.

]

Similar notices abound in his book concerning all the provinces of

the Islamic land as he discussed the peography of each province, one by one,

——

23. Istakhri; Kitsb al Masalik wal Mamalik." See chapter on Faras,
24, Ibid, :
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Enouph has been said to indicate the excellence of Istakhri's work
and no systematic earlier repional description can be cited to. match it
The popularity of this work 1s shown by the fact that it pave rise to many
other books treatin® in the same way.

Istakhri's book was revised by Ibai Hauqal, one of his contemporaries
and friends, and later published under his own name. Ibni Haugal thus
expresses himself in his preface "' [ indicate the limit of each repion, the
cities and the districts which are found there; the rivers which flow
through it; the resources of water which have modified the surface; the
. resources which they present ; the taxes which they pay; the routes which
traverse it, the distances which separate it from adjacent lands; the type

1125

of commerce which is carried in them......

Istakhri and Ibni Haugal had clear and fairly accurate ideas of all the
countries of Islam especially Mesopotamia Faras, Syria and Samarqand.
They draw a picture of peace and prosperity in almost every repion from
Nile to the Oxus and from Taursus to the Pamirs, " In all the world says
Ibni Haugal, “ There is no place more deliphtful or more health-giving
than the plains of Samarqand and Oasis of Damascus, and the valley of
Aila”.™  About Sughd he says, ' tha Sughd for eipht days journey is all
full of gardens and orchards and villaes, cornfields, and villas, ranning
stream reservoirs and fountains, both on the right and on the left ; and if
one stood on the old castle of Bokhara, one cannot see anything but rich
country as far as the eyes could reach, even to the horizon where the green

of the earth and azure of heavens are united ".” The people too are suited

to the land. They spend their money in improving roads and in building
caravan-serais and bridges. In Ferphana too he mentions groves, pardens and
orchards and flourishing towns with rich markets and acres of land sown
with corn and furnished with wind mills and water mills,

This is certainly a splendid afflorescense. All of them distinguished
Beopraphers contributing their mite to the development of economic and
regional Beopraphy, yet about the end of the tenth century we fing al-
Magqdisi standing head and shoulders above them. He was one of the
greatest eopraphers of all times, Here are the words of the author con-
cerning his approach to Geopraphy: *Ithoupht it expedient,” says al-
Maqdisi, “ Therefore to engage in a subject which they have disreparded

25. lbni Hauqal: Kitab al Masalik wal Mamalik, p. 1
1873, See also Istakhri’s book,

26. 1bid, p. 345.

27- 1bid. p. 346

.1Bdited de Goeje, Leyden
chapter on Transoxiana.
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and single out a branch of knowledge which they have not treated
save imperfectly. And that is the chorography of the Empire of Islam,
comprising a description of the deserts and seas; the lakes, seas, and
rivers that it contains; its famous cities and noted towns; the resting
places on its roads and its highways of commerce; the oripinal sources of
spices and drups; the places of rowth and production’; of exports and
staple commodities-containin® an account of the inhabitants of the different
countries as repards the diversity in their language and manner of speech ;
their dialects and complexion, and their relipious tenets ; their measures and
weipht, their coins both large and small; with perticulars of their food
and drink, their fruits and waters; an enumeration of their merits and
demerits...... the salt lands; the rocky wastes and sandy deserts; hills
plains and mountains; the limestone and sandstones; the fat and lean
soils, the lands of plenty?and fertility......the industrial arts and literary

avocations ; lands not dependent upon irmpation and forest Jands™"’,

An analysis of this quotation reveals certain facts of extreme
importance. Firstly, that, for the first time a complete and thorough
definition of peopraphy is given by an Arab writer, Secondly in his
definition he includes all such phenomena which we think worth including
in that subject even today. Thirdly that the main objective in his
geopraphical pursuit was human as well as utilitarian, © Fourthly
and finally al Maqdisi Bives particular attention to the climatic and topogra-
phical features of a country under discussion and he sets forth other
characteristic thinds such as plants, animals, minerals, industries, trade and
trade routes etc. This arranpement clearly shows that he had a very
clear conception of the Beopraphical phenomena as a prelude to the
study of man and his activities. .

In his book Ahsan al Taqasim, al Maqdisi reveals himself a close
observer of life * There-are ten cities '’ says he, * in each of which there are
certain remarkable things: humanity in Baghdad, eloquence in Kufa,
manufacture in Basra, commerce in Misr, treachery in Ray, boorishness in
Naya Sabur, stinginess in Merv, arroance in Balkh and craftsmanship in
Samarqand".® “ The fairest of the province, he further adds, * is al Iraq,
its climate is the most cheerin® to the heart and invigorating to the find.
With adequate means nowhere will the heart be so 3lad und intellect so
subtle. The province which is the Breatest and which produces the finest
fruits and contains the 3reatest number of learned men and notable persons

28, Al Maqdisi: Ahsan sl Teqasim, Edited by de Goeje Léyden 1906. p. 2
29. 1bid, p. 33
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and has the coldest climate is al-Mashrig. The province which provided
the preater quantity of wood and silk, and considering its size yields the
largest revenue is Dailam. That which has the best milk and honey
and nicest bread and the strongest saffron is al Jibal. The province
which abounds in fruits and in animal food and is the cheapest in pricest
with the dullest irhabitants is al-Rehab. That which is peopled by men
of the most depraded and worst, rootand branch is Khuzistan. The
province which has sweetest dates and most cringing people is Kirman.
That which abounds in suparcandy, rice, musk and infidels is al Sind.
The province with most ingenious people and merchants and the Breat-
est amount of profligacy is Faras. The hottest and famine stricken
province which has the largest quantity of date-palm is the peninsula of
Arabia. The province most favoured by blessings, pious men, ascetics and
shrines is al-Sham. The province where there are more devotees, readers,
riches, commerce, special products and prain is Misr. The province with
most dangerous roads, the best horses the most noble people is Aqur.
Lastly the province with the most boorish, the healthiest and the most

deceitful people and which contains the largest numbeér of towns and the
most extensive area is al-Maghrib.”

When al Maqgdisi remarked that there are ten cities where there are
certain remarkable thinds, he was making one of the earliest observation
upon the Benuine case of Beodraphical ‘control. There he adumbrates the
basis of a philosophy of 3eography, (which is mainly economic and human)
when he deals with the characteristics of different provinces of the empire,

Nevertheless, inspite of this promising introduction,

Al-Maqdisi attempts no
scientific examination,

of international commerce and the location of
industries. Nor does he make any analysis of the factors which povern the
growth and decline of the provinces he discusses. Still less does he make
any attempt to weld topether the peographical backaround and the historical
outline which he supplies of each country. Nevertheless al

“Maqdisi is
remarkable for his keen observation,

Beneralisation and apt comparison.
Since the treatment of the environment and of the reactions of the
people set in that environment interests the modern Beographer, Al-Maqdisi's

paragraph on the climate of Syria may be transcribed as typical of the
tonth century method and point of view:

“ The climate of Syria" he says, *'is temperate except in that portion
which lies in the central region of the province between as-Sharh and al
Halb, and this is the hot country where 3rows the indigo tree and the palm,

One day when I was staying at Jerico the physician said to me “ seest thou
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o " i inued, ** It extends from hence as
this valley.” "Yes,”" I replied. And he continued, '
fa':sas Hijaz and thence through al Yaman to Om'an and Hajar, the-nc-e
passing by Basra and Baghdad towards left of Mosul, it reaches l}aqqa, it 1s
always a wady of heat and palm trees "%  As repards the climate of al

Iraq he observes:

“ The climate of this province is varied. :I'hus Baghdad and Wasu
and the intervening country hgve a fine .bu‘t quickly c%\angea?ale 1cllr]:uate,
there beind time when the heat in summer 1s intense and mho?pua; e 11:; a
sudden change sets in. Al-Kufa stands in complete contrast w.1th ;‘ is whilst
in Basra a preat heat prevails and it is only whe:u a north wmii azpens to
be blowind that the weather becomes pleasant . Herfe, as elsew ex:e, v{e
8nd an unsound and dopmatic method of treatme:nt in ng?h nods't:iter:?mn b1s
bein® paid to the determination of climate by'lantude an its modifica 1mn 5:
local topography. There 13 not even a mention of so important an elemen
as the character and incidence of rainfall,

Al-Maqdisi's notions on manners and customs of people are worth
consideration, “ The Syrians” says he, take pride in their dress. Both
the learned a'nd the simple, wear the rida (cloak) and they do not wear shoes

" in summer time, but only single soled sandals. The Syrians wear their ra}x‘n
. cloaks thrown open ; and their taitsan are not hollowed. In al-Ramla the

chief merchants ride Epyptian asses, with. saddle, I't is only A;u-s a::)d
chiefs who ride horses. It is only the inhabxte}nts of villages and t e s::nhe
who wear durrah (a woollen garment opening in front). Tl}e cloth'mglo Kt e
peasantry in the villaes near Jerosolem and Nabloos ?onsugt of sm% 'ez isa
(a kind of mantle or cloak enveloping the quy) but without drawer''.
Sometimes the various nations are beind labelled with guroup of
characters which throuh frequent repetition be'come stereotyPed. ' Of.l: o'f
the peculiarities” says al-Maqdisi, ““ of the natives of Mecea is the‘u' prlhe. )
The people of al-Yeman have no refinement. The men c.>f Oman Bive s] c:; .
weight and defraud and do wron3. Adultery at Aden is overtly practiced,
the people of Ahqaf are bipotted heretics'.* :

Geographical Determinism :

Arab geoprapher’s philosophy of human Beogmp.hy, bas'ed on thlef
principle that there is a proper spirit to every region \'w}uch. mamf.ests ;1‘tse
in the manner, custom and physical characteristics of inhabitants is derived

30. Ibid. p179.
31, Ibid. p 125,

32, Ibid, see chapter on Syris. .
33, Ibid, p33, )
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from the Greek writers Hippocrates, Galen and Aristotle.  The influence of
environment upon man snd his social organisation has been studied from
early times. Aristotle wrote in his ‘Politica’ on the influence of climate and
peographic position upon the location of cities and the character of the
inhabitants. The ‘locus classicus’ in which Hellenistic theory of environ-
ment found its best exposition’ is a treatise entitled * Influences of Atmos-
phere, water and situation” attributed to Hippocrates., It was translated into
Arabic by Hunain ibn Ishaq under the title Kitab al Ma' wal Hawa, and

seems to have exercised a strony influence on the thoupht of later muslim
writers on medicine, history and geography.

Amon3 the pioneers in this field may be inentioned Ibn Rusta whose
book althouph feeding upon historical and topopraphical matters, is
representative of the Arab conception of peopraphical determinism :

“ We often find that con

‘ dition and people in a particular locality or a
aty differ from that of the oth

er. This is due to the influence of the position
of the sun in relation to them. For example the Turks, living very far
away from the direct influence of the sun
moisture and cold and which makes their

hair thick and skin

i their country abounds in snow,
bodies loose and shabby, their

are characterised by violence, breaking of relationship and lack of faith **",

He further adds: “ The people living to the north of the tropic of
Cancer such as those in Babylonia, where the sun is neither very far away
nor very mnear, have temperate natures and bodies. The uniformity of
temperatures promotes temperateness in colour of the skin and the terapera-
ments, their mental qualities and manners are also good. Knowledge, wis-
dom, progress and morality are found amond them ; this is the land of the
learned and the prophets. Even here (Babylonia) the physique, the shapes
and skin colour differ from one locality to another in relation to
with repard to the sun and the fixed stars...there is a proper spirit to every

repion which is not found elsewhere. The contrast is obvious even in
an‘imals plants, seasons, springs and rivers » manners and customs ; religion
and morals ete,,,"*

its position

_ In this connection we may mention the name of al-Masudi who
pushed the idea of geographical determinism to g preater extent than any of
his predecessors, His conception of the relation of man to his environment
is expressed in the following words :._

T
34, Ibni Rusta: I'laq sl Nafisa Pp. 101-2,

35, Ibid. . , pp. 102-103.

-colour white and red, and their humours cold. They
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“QOne part of the children of Abu came as far as the frontie:'ls O}fl India.
he climate of the country impressed its charsft:r upon them and they are
, complexion like Hindus and not like Turks". .

About the physical character of the peol.)le of Hin'd 'and Zinj he s:;ys,
The Hindus are distinct from other black nations as Zinj and .Damsi am
ad others, in point of intellect, Bovernme.nt, philosophy, skin hco ovi:.
ppearances, constitution, talents and inte'lhgence. Galen :ays dt at the
eproe has qualities which are peculiar to him and are not 0';111 h.mk glms;
ther nation e ., crisp hair, scanty eyebrows‘. expan@ed nostri s,bt | 1(; | elrp
harp teeth, stickin® skin and bla.ck. complexion. Hls cguntrdy.r 21:; A h;
.ot the heavenly bodies exert their influence upon it and pre 1;;)
mr’nours a tendency to o to the upper part of the body, hence his eyes are

1 87

ony, lips thick, nose flat and lond and head high". .

i : re of the country predisposes
1ti n Tibet he says: The nature o :

Y::::\nzl: to be light hearted and cheerful, you will not even se'e -l?]d
men 3?111 but, old and youn, all equally gay. This acaheerfulness,' Jo';:;\ Tty
m‘:lngaiet’y led’ them to indule in music and dancing”.” He further adds :
an

That the coconut tree is nothing but a speties of Pélm tfe; v(rlhlchtl.ms
. n
developed its present characteristics after its transportation and adaptatio
eve

to the soil of India®.

1 it is true found their reade?s and admxr'ers in the
followﬁil:e};i?n:f:: their influence could hardl'y be called4w}idespread),
42 view however is much developed by Ibni Khaldun ('1 .t cent.p?-y
Moners "’leleBth century). Their ideas are much more explicit reparding
e Qazvmef the influences. By anticipating some of the mode.m concepts
t};eh?;:;ieg(:aography‘they in fact paved the way for later scientific develop-
o
ment of the subject.

36. Al-Masudi: Muruj-al-Zahab edited by Barbier de Maynard Paris Vol, 1. p 230,
37, 1Ibid, p 250.
38, Ibid. p 362
39, Ibib. p 336.37.
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COORG ETHNOLOGY

ety

INTRODUCTION

COORG is a small British Province perched on the slopes of the
Western Ghats, It has an area of about 1,593 square miles of whic13 the
reserved forests occupy about 519 square miles. It is bounded on the
north and east by the Hassan and Mysore districts; and on the south and
west by the Malabar and South Canara districts of the Madras Presidency.
It is an extremely hilly country and is situated on the summits and slopes
of the Western Ghats. Its maximum length is about 60 miles from north
to south, and maximum breadth about 60 miles east to west. The name of
Coorp is an anglicized corruption of the word Kodagu. It is said to be
derived from the Canarese term Kodagu meaning ‘steep ' or * hilly *. The
people are called Kodagas. In the Coord language, the country is Kodapu
and the people Kodavas,

Natural Features—Mountains and Their Formations

The main range of the Western Ghats extends from Subramania in
the north-west to the western point of the Brahmagiri in the south for g
distance of over 60 miles. From this backbone several lon3 and elongated
ridges branch off from east to west. The 3rand mountain mass of Subrg-
mania runs to a height of 5,625 feet above sea level, Amonp the many
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rides branching off from this part of the Ghats, the most vemarkable is the
one which attains the Zreatest height in the double peaked Kotebetta
(5,375 £t.) situated 9 miles north of Mercara. Near Mercara the Bengunad
Range starts west of the Ghats formind an acute angle with them. At this
point is Brahmairi, the source of the Cauvery river, and north of it is the
Sampaji valley through which descends the road to Mangalore on the west
coast. Continuing on the line of the Ghats which runs south-east from
here, the most important peaks are the well-wooded Tumbemala, I3gutappa,
Devarabetta, Tadiandamol (5,729 ft.), and Somamala. Some distance to the
south is the Periambadi phat road to Cannanore and Tellicherry on the
west coast. In the extreme south-west is the Marenad Range with the
preat lateral range of the Brahmairis, which form the southern boundary
of the country, separating it from Wynad. The highest peak in this
range is Devasibetta (4,500 ft.) which towers up from a beauntiful platean
called Huyalemale. Many spurs from the Brahmagiris branch off over
the whole of Kigpatnad, producing a ramification of narrow ridged hills,
some ascending in almost solitary prandeur like Ambatebetta near Vira-
rajendrapet, Bittangala. and Kundadabetta, others subsiding into the
undulating slopes of the eastern elevations, enclosing innumerable rice
fields, some of which are the most extensive in Coors. The Bengunad
Range also extends eastwards in two rid@es south of Mercara, One
culminates in the pointed peak of Nurokkalbetta, the other takes a zipzad
line towards Fraserpet, its highest point being Kallurbetta, clothed with
teak forests, From Kotebetta northwards runs the Santhalli hills, termi-
nating in the bluff Mukribetta.” From the northern frontier a range runs

south to the Cauvery, in which are the fine conical peak of Malamb;
(4,468 £t.) and the Kanapalu hill.

Coorg was primarily well wooded, and although a vast tract was
cleared for coffee cultivation, it stil} conveys this impression, when one
has a Beneral view of it from the summit of a hill. In many parts of
Coor3 (South) impenetrable everpreen forests and bamboo jungles *have s;
luzuriant rowth, Towards the east and north, the country varies from
the park-like tracts of Yelusarasime to the bare arass hills of Yedavanad
and the thick deciduous jungle that fringes the Cauvery. The sandal tree
is found in abundance in the north-eastern parts. On g bright November
morning, an observer from the heights of Brahmsdiri is in rapturous
delight at the picturesque view that opens out before him, Ridge after
ridge of arassy or forest-clad hills appear, now gently sloping down in
wavy lines, now bold and abrupt, now raisin® their steep summits into
the clear blue air. Kudaremukhabetts bursts into view from Canara, the
Bettadapur and Chamund; hills in Mysore, the Wynad mountains
of Malabar, . the distant range of the Nilgiris are
j west at a distance of ahout 30 miles below

pIe

A View of Talai Cauvery

The junction of the Kanska and the Cauvery at Bapamandala



Pilgrims at Bapamandala

Pilgrims performing reliaious rites at Bega

mandala
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the steep precipices of the Ghats are the coast line of Malabar and ‘South
Canara, intersected by broad, bright, serpentine rivers, and beyond, the
dark blue Indian Ocean, dotted with sailing craft. The eastern feontier
batween the Cauvery and Lakshmana rivers exhibits an almost unintérrap-
ted jungle inhabited by the Kurumbar. Lambani, and other wandering tribes.

River Systems

Coor is well favoured with rivers and streamlets which Bive'it an
abundant and perennial water supply throughout the year except South
Coorp where there is a dearth of it: Though perennial, they are not
remarkable for their breadth. Of the rivers that flow eastward, the most
important are the followinp :—

The Barapole, rising in the Brahmapiris with its tributaty ‘the
Kallhole descending from the Hepgala pass; the Udormbi, the Yeramakiuth,
the Cadiamale; and the Mundrotu rivers from the Padinalkanad Ranje.
The Yertakarti and Nujikal rivers descend from the Pattiphat, andthe
Matingundi river from the Pushpagiri Range. . '

Rivers of the eastern watershed consist of the Cauvery and its
tributaries. The Cauvery has its source at Talai Cauvery near Bagaman-
dala and is the largest and most important river in Coorg. Its tributaries
are the Ramathirtha and the Lakshmanathirtha, both of which rise in
South Coor and join.the Cauvery in the Mysore Province. The Kakka}ae.
Kadanur, Muttarmudi, and Chickle tivers, all of which assume considerable
dimensiona durind the monsoon, rise in Padinalkanad and Mercara taluks,
while the Hatti, Nadapur and: Choran rivers from the Harangai river, and
powerful tributaries rise in Nanjarajapatna taluk. '

‘Flora

The flora of Coorp is typical of the prevailing vepetation through-
out the Western Ghats. According to Conner, every species of vedetation
attains a high degree of luxuriance, if not rankness, quite foreign in the
neighbouring countries. - Both flowers and blossoms ' have a brilliancy and
variety unknownin the ‘plains, and many of the wild plants possess a
share of aromatic qualities both as to odour and flavour. The all-prevail-
ing forest “is distinguished by the people as Male-kadu (everareen mountain
forest), and the Kanave-kadu (deciduous arowth’ at the lower levels of the
passes). Arborescent drowth at higher elevations varying from 3,500 feet
is mostly represented by Vateria indica, Canarium stritcunt, Calophyllum
tomentosum, Michelia champaka, Polyalthia coffeoides’and others.

Fauna

Elephants range throughout all parts of Coorp. They frequent the
forests towards the eastern frontier. They are not so numerous as before,
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Since 1902 systematic arrangements have been made by Government for
their capture in pits as in Malabar, Cochin and Travancore. Bisons
frequent the densest forests and highest hills, especially in Marenad and
Hormalnad. Bears aenerally sbound in the north-west. Tigers and
leopards are also found. Sambur, spotted deer, and barkind deer are
general in the woods, The most important bird is the hornbill, but there
are peacocks, water fowl and junple-cock, over and above the most ordinary
and common Indian birds. Snakes are plentiful and cobra haunt the
bamboo forests, There is a larpe variety of fish. The best fish in size and
quality is the plantain fish,

Meteorology and Climate

Coorg is a small country, and yet its high mountain ridges and
narrow valleys, its wood-clad hill slopes and open champaign tracts 3reatly
influence its atmospheric conditions. Still the dry eastern district may
present as steady a climate as the moist hilly jtract alond the Ghats
or the Mercara plateau. The hot, rainy and cold seasons have to be
distinguished. Throughout the year the atmosphere is humid, ‘and
humidity is precipitatgd either in dense mists or in showers of rain. In
July the monsoon feaches its Breatest vehemence. The Coory hills
send the floods controlled by steep river banks to the east and West
énd stand forth in renewed beauty, In September the sun breaks
through the dense atmosphere. In November the north-east winds ciirry
heavy clouds from the eastern coast which discharge themselves chiefly
in the east and southcemst of Coord. The Breater part of December is
fo3gy, but towards the end of the month the weather becomes delightfully
clear and fresh. The annual rainfall at Mercara is 133 inchess On the
wl:ole. the influence of the Coor3 climate with its average temperature of
60" F. is salubrious. The nights are cool throughout the year,

Prehistory

Our knowledge of the prehistory of Coors is very scanty. Pres
historic dolmens or burial cairns are found in Coor '
South India. The first discovery of them in large numbers was-made b
Lieut. Mackenzie in 1868 on Bane near Virajpet. Captain Cole folle Z
it up with reat enthusiasm and his excavations yielded interesting rem;:
All the cairns found sre either level with the round, or thejr tops cr ) ju
8 little out of it. When laid bare, they present a stone chamber 7 ftop ;ufs ‘
x 5 ft. composed of four upright dranite slabs, 7 or 8 inches thick -: d .
capstone which projects over the uprights. The flooriny is lik’e ; ‘f
stone. The narrow front slab has an aperture of an irredular curvy ea
2 ft. in diameter broken out from the top and 3 ¢ nearly

enerally faces east, §
imes & compattment may b . . ' oome:
tim p y be two chambered. These cairns are either

Bas in other parts of
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solitary or in Broups, in some cases forminp regular rows. The relics
found in them are peculiarly shaped pottery, buried in the earth that
nearly fills the chambers. The vessels contain earth, sand, bones, iron
spear-heads and beads. The pottery consists of chatties and urns of burnt
clay and is of a lead or black colour. They are smooth and shining and
can hardly be said to be glazed. Bones, ashes and bits of charcoal are
usually found at the bottom of the urns; grains of rapi have also been
found inside the chambers. Beads of red cornelian of a cylindrical shape
are occasionally met with in the smaller pottery. The iron implements,
spears, and arrow heads are very much corroded so that their shape 1is
hardly distinpuishable. These cairns apparently were the resting places
of the earthly remains of a generation that existed anterior to the historical
records of the present local races. The dolmens are also called pandu-
kuzhies or dwellings of the Pandus by the Coors.

Traditional History

The early history of Coord is based primarily on Puranic legends
and surmises covering a period of over ten centuries. The three names,
Brahmakshetrs, Matsyadesa and Kroda-Desa are applied to Coorg. The
Puranic account is found in the Cauvery Mahatmya, It describes the
origin of the Cauvery, and the place from which it arises.

According to Cauvery Mahatmya, the Coords are Uaras by descent,
that is the offspring of a Kshatriya father and a Sudra mother. The
Kuhatriya'wds a Kadamba prince of the Matsya country and known as
Chandravarma. He was very religious by nature, and after a long
pilarimage to holy shrines in the south he came to Brahmagiri and
propitiated the 3oddess Parvati, who bestowed on him a kingdom there
and provided him with a Sudra wife by whom he had eleven sons. She
also promised to bless the country by appearing in it as the river Cauvery,
The sons brouaht up as Kshatriyas in their turn obtained as wives the
three hundred daughters born of Sudra mothers to the king of Vidarba
(Berar) Chandravarma havind crowned his eldest son Devakanta as
successor, took leave of him, predicting that Cauvery would soon appear as
the river. These sons had more than @ hundred sons each, and they
spread themselves all over the country. This tearing up of the around
was like the work of boars, and the country was therefore called Kroda-
Desa or boar-country from which arose the name Kodagu.

There is another popular lepend which throws some light on the
early history of the Cooras. In former times there lived in Malabar six
brothers and a sister. Five of them accompanied by their sister, Ponnan.
3alathamma, went to Coor3 by the Paditoraghat. While they were on
the road, four of them said, * How is it that our sister comes with us?!
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money borrowed. This was the most general mode of transferring the
usufruct, and, above all others, likely to produce the areatest wretchedness,
The mortaagee had the benefit of thejr services for the time bein, and this
was considered equivalent to the interest for the sum advanced. They are
now free. :
The praedial servants of the apriculturists were obliged to perform
the work of the Sircar, The servants of every ryot were at the disposal
of the Sircar, and their service 3iven asa matter of right which- was
generally admitted. Pach cultivator had to supply a certain number in
proportion to his means, and the Parputty of the Nad was entrusted with
all arrangements for them., Each Nad had to furnish a certain number of
labourers for work. The body of labourers thus collected were Benerally

undertaken. No compensation was piven to the owners of the servants
thus employed, nor did they receive any wages. They were fed by the
Sircar during the period of work. This system pressed hard on both
masters and servants, particularly the latter, who experienced hardship,

There were numerous other instances in which labour was supplied to the
Government without any remuneration.

Habitations
The Yeravas live in thatched huts.
reapers, interwoven and plastered with mud, Their migratory habits

prevent them from building houses with mud walls, The huts have a
verandah of about 10 feet square. Walls are half-built all round. Their

ve a small pit to pound paddy. Their
The latter are used
a Yerava worships
fferings of rice, coconut, toddy, banana

he prayer, “Oh, Divine Beings, by your Brace we have
Keep watch over us."

The walls are made of bamboo

built this hyt.

mposed of four endopamous groups, the Panjiri, the

as. The Panjiri stand highest in the
Kaji the lowest, because of their habit’

to have immigrated f
toddi river, and are

nads ; and the lattep in Parattimale near Bythor. Ther

e 1is no intermarriage
between them, The Badava Yeravas, who are also f

ound in Mysore, are

«

Yerava Male

Yerava Female
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support to the same view. They are narrated in the tales of the adven-
tures of Chandrasekara and Chitrasekara, as expounded by Professor Wilson.
They point to the fact that the kings of Jumcha anl Coorg were of the

same race. It is also observed that the aboridines as represented by the
Holeyas were their!forerunners in Coord.
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i hat she is our wife.” One of them replied, “If she

Ec}:ieze:it :;,uwseazvitll spoil her caste.” When they came to Chouripade
il near the Kakabi river, they felt hungry. Thenhlguttappa a'sted her
(the sister) to prepare some food. Sh.e repl.led that t ere wal;; neither rice
nor fre. Iputtappa said, "I will Bive you rice, but you must
1 ithout salt’’. The brothers apreed to this, Then she saw
:movlvt v\;’:itch belonped to the Paradandra house, and she milked her,

c [}

Population
xy, N

The population of Ceor is composed of the followind tribes and

castes | —
Nowinp the milk to fall into an earthern pot full of rice. While her 1. Yerava
sllowind the leeping in the shade of a tree, she went to the bank of the 2. Kgruba
brothers were sdeelf ot in the sand, when it bepan to boil. She then 3. Mal Kudiya
river and burxeb ) t;er to partake of the rice she had prepared. When 4. Holeya -
summonsd herkro enough, Iguttappa took some rice, threw it into the air 5. Coorp
they had ?ar:ia ‘?gee how the hail is descending from this sky." The 6. Bant
a?\d exclmr'ne ' ed at this act, She took a wooden ladle, 3ave him & heavy 7. Geuda
;115 . was:lmsie; g See how the thunder breaks in the monsoon.” The 8. Heggad‘f
m;:’; ;:othsers ,then lauphed at this. While they wege. sitting to’%ether 9. Vokkaliga
chewinp betel, Palurappa said, * Let us see whose betel is reddest. . Al.l Bibliography
spat out the betel in their hand, 'pretendmﬁ tdh;t th_ey were t%‘rowmﬁ it 1. Conner: ‘‘Memoirs of the Codugu Survey ', Part If,
adain into their mouth and chewing. Deluded by this act, the sister threw 2. Rice, Lewis: ‘' Imperiol Gazetteer of India, Mysore and Coorg "', 1908,
the betel into her mouth and.b.egan to chew. They the.n deelared'that she 3. Richter, G.: * Msn:x‘al of Goory", 1870,
had lost her caste. This decision was confirmed by their brother in Mala- . 4. Mundanna, N, S.: ** Census of Coorg ", 1931,

bar to whom they appealed. Their sister felt very sorry .and wept very
bitterly. I3uttappa then threw an arrow from Iputtappabetta and dxvrected
his sister to follow the direction of the arrow and stay Where 1t fell,
Assuming the shape of a crane, she flew towards Ponnanpala. Some
Holeyas were workin in paddy fields near'Karathandt"a house. She flew YERAVA
upon one of them who became possessed with the devil ‘and ran t_owards :

the tree to which the arrow had stuck.. The brothers separated ‘into

different villages where they settled down.. The whole family was after-

THE Yeravas are the aboripines of Wynad from which they ara-
wards worshipped as ods, Beyturappa had a temple at Beytur in Mala-

dually migrated to the forests of South Coors. They are now found
: . . scattered all over the villajes of Ponnampet and Srimangala, They are the
bar. The third has one ir} Maletambuj‘a forest in Chomamale. in Coorg, th.e lowest of the jungle tribes ind appear tophave been in a servile condition
fourth on the I3uttappa hxll. neax Kunjila, t%‘e fifth at Palur in Kuyangari- to the Betta Kurubas from remote times. They numbered 12,810 at the
nad, and the sixth Tirnalli-Timmeya at Tirnally in Wynad. A temple Census of 1931, 6,763 being males and 6,047 females.
was built for Ponnangalatamma round the tree where the arrow struck. ,
At her annual feast in April, she weeps and is worshipped by the Holeyas. '
The arrow is seen stickind to the wild mango tree to this day,

*

Praedial Slavery

Praedi;al slavery in Coorg differed only in a few respects from that
The forepoing traditional accounts Bo to show that the Coords

‘which flourished in Kerala. Three to ive numbers were owned by the
belong to the Uara race and are the descendants of prince Chandravarma. proprietor of a sr}u.all estate. ' Thou.gh theg were not treated with sever?ty,
The first colonists are made out to have migrated from the Kadamba kinj- the general conditions of their service subjected the'm to great hardships.
dom. Lewis Rice says that it is a conclusion as well consistent with what They were rarely sold, but were frequently given as security for
is known of the Kadamba history as corroborated by the modern annals

of Coord, and with the fact that every dynasty of its Rajus derived their
origin from the same repion, There are also other traditions which lend
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mastly found in Coora. There is nejther interdining nor intermarriage
between these two classes. The Panias and Panjiris neither interdine nor
intermarry. A Panjiri can become a Panis, but not pice versa,

Marriage Customs and Ceremonies

A man marries the daughter of his mother’s brother or father's
sister. The Yerava adults have no voice in the choice of a maid for wife.
The parents nepotiate for the marriage of the sons. When a boy attains
marrisgeable age ‘and a suitable 3irlis found, the boy's parents and the
headman of the tribe (Kanaladi) take the marriage badge, a sadi, and the
articles necessary for their food to the hut of the bride-elect. They
prepare the food, light an oil lamp, and offer sacrifice to the gods Kuttath-
amma and Gulikan -along with coconut and banana. Some rice is also
placed in a sieve. The maid’s Kenaladi asks them the object of their
visit. The young man's Kanaladi says that they have come to propose the
marrisge of their daughter to the youn3 man, and the maid is produced
before them. They then pray to od to help them in the celebration of
the marriage. The Kanaladi of the brideproom-elect ties the tali round
the pirl's neck, and Bives the sadi to her with one hana (three annas).
The parties sit topether and partake of the food already cooked. The
maid's Kanaladi fixes the date of marriage (Mangala kurippu). The
betrothal takes place a month before marriage, to the celebration of which
both the Kanaladis should consent. If the bride's party cancels the
betrothal, they have to make Bood the expenditure incurred by the
parents of the bridegroom-elect. The brideproom’s party forfeit their claim
in case the fault is with them,

On an auspicious day prior to the celebration of the marriage, the
relatives of the bride and bridegroom assemble in the respective families.
Chapras sre erected with ten or twelve poles in front of the huts of both
the bride and the bridegroom. Pigs and fowls are slaughtered. Ancestgrs
are worshipped. Parties assembled are treated toa feast. The night is
spent merrily by beat of drum and the tunind of pipes for dancing, On
the day of marriage, the young man is bathed, neatly dressed and sdorned,
and is conducted to the marriage in procession. Heis seated on a tripod s
foot high. A lamp is lit before them. His mother and other married
women throw rice on him as a token of blessings and  present him with a
fow annas. Then follow others after which the assembled Buests are
treated to a feast. In the evenind, the bridegroom’s party start in proces-
sion to the bride’s hut so as to reach it before day-break. They halt near
the residence of the bride-elect, when they are welcomed by the bride's
party with light refreshments and toddy. They are conducted to the marsi-

2
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ae booth in front of the hut of the bride-elect. As the brideproom-elact
enters the booth, an elderly woman washes his feet. He is then seated
on a tripod. The Bods of both the parties are propitiated with
parched rice, coconut and bananas. The bridegroom and bride are then
made to stand topether and the pods are invoked to witness the ceremony
and bless them, when the assembled Buests throw rice on them and Bive
them presents varying from three pies to three annas. The Kanaladi then
asks the bridegroom to 3rasp the hand of the bride. The Buests are then
treated to a feast, after which the bridearoom and his party return to his
hut with the bride. Just then the bride's mother or some other elderly
woman stands near the Bate, when the brideproom Bives her eight annas
and requests her permission to take the 3irl. The same formalities are Bone
through in the family of the bridegroom. The bride touches the feet of
every one as a si3n of obedience and respect to the elderly members, who
make some presents of coins to her. The Kanaladi comes on the fourth
day. The bride is bathed and dressed and adorned in her best. She
performs the Gangapuja and brings water to the hut in a few pots. She is
then dressed in a new sadi. After a sumptuous mesl, the 3uests disperse.
There is no special ceremony for consummation which takes place in the
brideproom’s hut after his return with the bride. The married couple
again o to the bride’s family, stay there for a few days, and then return to
the hut of the husband. Thereafter, they live as husband and wife. It
may be stated that the joining of hands is, according to Malinowski, a
ceremonial pre-representation of the actual union in marriage, assisting the
union by making it safe and making it previously, and, as it were,
objectively,

Elopement

When the parents are not in a position to defray the cost of the
marriage ceremony, they tacitly connive at the young man's approaches to
the 3irl, who elopes with him one day and they remain in the jungle for
a few days. The Birl returns to her hut, but is not allowed to enter it,
Her parents place the matter before the villagers who assemble to enquire
into it. The Kanaladi comes. The couple confess their guilt, and pay a
fine of a rupee or two, when they are condoned. The tali-tyin takes place
end they become husband and wife. These formalities cost five rupees,
while the marriade ceremony coste twenty-five rupees.

A man can have more than one wife.

. The first wife has no special
privileges. Concubinage is also allowed.

Widow Marriage

- Widow marriage is in vogue among them. On the day fixed for the
marriage ceremony, the man Boes to her hut with friends and relations,

YERAVA 167
invokes his 8ods for blessings, and ties a tali round her neck, and gives her
three annas. Thereafter they become husband and wife.

Adultery and Divorce

When a woman commits adultery and when that is known, the
elders meet to enquire into the matter, When the 3uilt is established, the
culprit is made to pay a fine of one to ten Tupees. Sometimes hg is
compelled to marry her after payment of the marnage' expenses for which
he is responsible. A man can divorce his wife at his will and pleasure,
when he simply takes her to her parents and says that he does not want
her. Sometimes the husband in a fit of anger sends her out of the house
sayin3 that he does not want her and that she 1s free to 3o anywhere. -

Pregnancy and Childbirth

When a woran attains pregnancy, her parents visit her during the
seventh month, give her sweets and stay with her fora day or two. They
then take her to their hut. When she is about to become s mother, she
shifts to a temporary hut put up for the purpose, and an elderly woman of
the family, usually her mother, acts as her nurse. Soon after d.ehverg‘v, the
mother and the baby are bathed in warm water, and this is continued
durind the period of pollution. Soon after delivery, she. is 3iven a
decoction of cumin seeds, 2inder and asafoetids, and fed with rice kg.np.
The pollution is for 11 days. She bathes on the twelfth, whe'n the namm‘g,
feeding and cradling formalities are one throuph. She continues to bein
u state of pollution for a period of forty days,

Adoption

In the absence of children, a man can adopt a boy below twelve
years of age. The Kanaladi comes. The boy is dressed in new cloth, The
3ods are worshipped with offerinds of rice puddings, coconuts and bananas,
The Kanaladi holds the boy's hands and says that henceforth he is the son.
May the dods who are invoked bear witness. He hands over the boy to

the man,
Daily Life

The Yeravas hardly own any lands Every" adult member of a
family works and earns his bread ordinarily. They live by the sweat of
their labour and never think of the morrow. They want everythin fresh.
Both husband and wife work and aet food and earn paddy as waes. They
bring the paddy and the woman.hulls as much paddy as the family
tequires for the night meal. The husband wil} sit near the fire or in the
moonlight durind the dry weather beating his drum and singing. The
boys and girls dance, the women joinin the party at times, At the time of
harvest and on full moon days, the drummin3 and dancing last throughout
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the night. They use no lamp in the hut. Often a Yerava feels reluctant
to work and forpets his master. He will quietly walk with his wife into
the jungle in search of honey, fruits, roots or fish. Generally the wife cooks
food, but the husband may join her occasionally.

Social Organization

The villagers meet once a year to offer prayers and sacrifice to
ancestor-spirits. The meceting continues for three days. Every family
brings rice, coconut, toddy ete. First they enquire into cases of adultery,
divorce, elopement if any. The Kanaladi presides over such meetinge and
gives his decisions. The deities and ancestor-spirits are propitiated with
rice puddings, coconuts, toddy and fowl. The Kanaladi performs the rites,
sinds songs in praise of the sanity and powers of the tribsl deities, Kut-
tathamma, Guligan and Kuttichathan, and the dead heroes, who have done
Brest deeds such as killing tigers, driving away demons and other spirits, They
thgn eat and make merry. The Yeravas have their own pipes and drums, and
bring as many sets as they can afford, Youny men, women and children join
together and dance in a circle to the tune of the pipes and beating of drums
This continues day and night. It is on this occasion that women and.
Brown-up Birls are enticed by men. They quietly slip away at night and
seek their ubode in the jungle for some days or 3o away to distant villages
whare they live as husband and wife. Those who escape into the fores;
return in a day or two, The Kanaladi fines them, and compensates the
husband of the woman by payment of a few rupees, lf the fineis not paid,

the culprits will be expelled. Nobody dares to 3o against the jud
the Kanaladi, His post is hereditary, ¢ Judgment of

Funeral Ceremonies

The. dead are 3enerally buried. The dead body is washed and
co_vered \'mth a new cloth, It is then covered with earth. Some rice and
milk, or if milk is not available, coconut water is poured into the )
Some rice and water are also placed close by. On the eighth or tenth dmt.
the funeral ceremony is performed. They call it kaka pili (bali) and kay.
food for the crows. The hut is smeared with cowdund. All bathe, F o
meat and toddy ave offered to the ancestor-spirits, The K 19~ : oo
upon the 3od and the sun to pive a pood place to the spirit of t:\x}adadl calle
prote'ct the living members of the family. The closest rolati : ]iad, and
offerings outside the hut for the departed spirit. If crows do :“: o, the
once, the memb‘érs of the family think that there has be0 - lt' .
wrong, and also infer that 3ods and ancestor-spirits are s = fomethmb
Often they perform the ceremony again on another g “3;‘5’ .Wlth' fhem.
women are buried in a sitting posture in a hole SCOOPES);ut :f ::3::“1 that

. , ve,

%
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Religion

Th® Yerava dods are Kuttathamma and Kali who are believed to
reside in a place near Kutta, a small town between Coord and Malabar,
Chamundi and Cauvery are their chief deities. The general form of
worship is as follows :—The headman keeps rice, coconut, etc. in a neat
place, lights a Jamp, and stands before it, facing the sun, and prays to Rod,
requesting him to grant what the worshippers want. They keep no image,
but plant a rouph stone under a tree to represent Gulikan., At Kutta,
their chief oddess Karingali or Kuttathammg is represented by a stone.
They offer toddy, and a fowl or two with prayers when they worship.
They worship the water-goddess (Ganga) during marriage ceremonies.
They observe all the Coorp festivals and those of the high caste Hindus.
They do not worship rocks or trees, but plant rouph stones under q tree to
represent their dods and demons. The fields are believed by them to be
haupted by devils for which they offer sacrifice. The Kanaladi comes to
Kutta during the Karingali festival, Heis the supreme authority on all
religious disputes. They also worship Mother Earth, the river Cauvery,
Lakshmithirtha and other springs.

Sorcery and Witcheraft

The Yeravas believe in magic, sorcery and witcheraft, The
Kanaledi or one deputed by him becomes possessed of spirits, and Bives
information of the past. They believe in the potency of the evil eye. All
kinds of disease are broupht ‘about by evil spirits to obviate which
talismans, enchanted threads, and certain beads are worn by them. In
practising sorcery, the sorcerer draws the picture of a demon with rice
powder, and to make it appear frightful, he puts powders, coloured red
and black, here and there, and lights a lamp. Bamboo sticks about a
cubit long are sharpened at one end and clean cloth is tied round it, dipped
in oil and lit. Beaten rice and other articles are kept on plantain leaves on one
side. The sick man is made to sit before the leaves. The sorcerer with
coloured water in his hand begins to utter his incantation and fnally kills
s fowl after sprinkling it with water. In case of exorcism with dance, the
sick man is made to sit in the centre and is decorated with flowers and
kumkum. The sorcerer and his men beat their drums and dance round
the man sinfind peculiar songs. Sometimes the sick man is beaten with a
cane, if he is believed to have been possessed by s spirit. T

He then runs and the sorceter takes him to a tank or river, and
makes him dive and come out. He 3ives him new c¢loths to wear. Ths
spirit is then supposed to have left him. .
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Occupation

Apriculture is the chief occupation of the Yeravas, They have no
lands of their own, but work for wages. They have auspicious days for
ploughing, sowing, transplanting and reaping. They know which rajn
will be beneficial for each crop, and some forestall the year’s crop by the
Commencement of the rajns, They perform no ceremonies either gt the
bepinning or gt the end of the agricultural operations, Like other
agricultural tribes, they worship their implements, bullocks and the like,

Appearanee, Dress and Ornaments

The Yeravas are short in stature, very dark in complexion, and
have curly hair much softened by combing. The hair is tied into a8 knot
at the top of the head, which 3ives them a wild and savade aspect, They
have thick lips and flat noses, though both the features are being effaced,
Their parments consist of g loin-cloth and they wear no headwear, unlike

the Muthuvans of Travancore. Their whole appearance has an

air of
wretchedness,

Conclusion

The Yeravag have much improved of late. Both men gang womem
work hard, and are in preat demand in coffee estates. Contaet with
estate coolies has vitjated their simple habits, They are

rsuer. They
ith hardly any chance of
uses during the working
the mode of life and
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Habitations

The Jenu Kurubas have no settled habitations, but wander about
in search of honey. Theijr villages are clusters of huts calls hadi, There
is a separate hut to serve as dormitory for the unmarried females to sleep
at night, and another for the unmarried males. Both are under the superp-
vision of the headman. The huts are made of bamboo and reed,

Internal Structure

The Jenu Kurubas are divided into two endogamous groups, the
Jenu Kurubas and Betta Kurubas. There 1s neither interdining nop
intermarriage between them,

Marriage Customs and Ceremonies

A Jenu Kuruba marries the dauphter of his maternal uncle op
father's sister. Marriage takes place after a girl attains puberty, The
boy's party Boes to the Birl's hut with betel leaves, ‘coconut and bananas
to settle the marrispe. The 3irl's party welcomes them. After settling
the terms of the agreement, the date of marriage is fixed up. The former
pay a hana to the 3irl's party and take leave of them,

There are two forms of inarriage among them. One is similap to
that of the Vokkaligar. The marriage booth is constructed with twelve
Poles on an auspicious day. The friends and relations who are invited are
treated to a feast. The ancestor-worship also ‘takes place the same day.
On the following day, the bridegroom is bathed, neatly dressed, and led in
procession to the marriage booth, where ke is seated on g tripod. Rice is
thrown on his head and dose of milk is aiven him by his mother, and
other married women, and each presents him with a hana or two, The
members of the family and the assembled Buests are well fed. The bride-
8room and party then start in Procession to the hut of the bride-elect, and
stop at a distance therefrom, where they are welcomed by the bride's party
who feed them with light refreshments. They are then conducted to the
hut of the bride-elect in procession. The bridegroom’s feet are washed by
some woman of the household, for which she receives some coin, The
bridegroom- elect is then seated in one room and the bride-elect in another,
The dara ceremony then takes place, after which the bride is tied with q
tali (marriage-badge) round her neck. The couple do hot eat rice for two
days, butare fed with milk and fruits. Only'after the removal of the
kankana are they allowed to eat rice, They are then allowed to remain in
a room and live as husband angd wife. The Buests are treated to g feast,
after which the bridegroom. and his party return to his hut with the bride.
At the time of departure, he is advised to treat his wife Properly, The
bride's party who accompany the bride gre similarly entertained,
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The other form of marriage is the simple one of exchanpe of betel
leaves and arecanuts which concludes the nuptials, The bride-elect is
always presented with two wedding costumes and a few necklets of lasa
beads. The chewind of betel leaves by the couple constitutes the essence
of marriage among the Minihasas of Celebes and the Balans.

Polygamy prevails among them. The offsprin3 of concubines are
not considered lepitimate.

Puberty Customs

When a irl comes of ade, she is lod@ed in a separate shed put up
for the occasion by her maternal uncle. She is under seclusion for fifteen

days. On the sixteenth day she bathes, when she becomes free from
uncleanness.

Social Organization

The Jenu Kurubas have a headman called Ejamanan. He is the
arbiter of their disputes. His decision is final.

Funeral Ceremonies

The Jenu Kurubas used to bury their dead. Both burial and cre-
mation now prevail amony them as a result of contact with Hinduism.
Children and those sufferin® from disease are burnt, while others are
buried. Pollution lasts for twelve days. They feed the spirits of the

dead on the twelfth day, when they celebrate a feast for the relatives and
others who are present.

Religion

Siddeswar.a and Basavaswara are the ods whom they worship.
They also worship the sun and the moon for whom they build sheds to

Bive oﬁ’ering's on Mondays and Fridays. They also observe the Huttarj
and Dipavali festivals.

Occupation

The Jenu Kurubas neither own nor cultivate land for themselves
nor keep livestock of the'ir own. . Their primary occupation i1s hone
gatherin for which there are two honey seasons. The chief one is befm:
the rains when they Bet the hejjanu or rock hive or mountain honey, the
combs of which are larger than those on branches. After the rainsy’th
gather the kadi honey or last honey. which is inferior in quality and lee .
in quantity. They sell the honey and wax to the Government contractosrs
They are expert climbers and gre fegrless in thejr attempts at plundering‘
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the bee-hives. This they do in the dark of night, havin first fixed to the
honey tree @ bamboo whose branches are cut back to serve 83 a ladder,/
or they let themselves down over a rock by means of a cane chain.

They are very skilfulin the use of the strinjed bow to hit birds,
and of the net which they always carry round their waist to catch the
rod squirrel, the arey flyin squirrel, and the black monkey. They have
an intimate knowledae of the junile and the habits of animals, They fiza
bap-like net with its mouth open on a thick branch in the track of the ani-
mals, and, should one enter, its weight pulls down the net which is fastened
by a strind in such a manner that its noose effectually closes the mouth and
the animal is caught.

They also work as labourers on the Coors farms during rice trans.
planting and harvest times, and pet six seers of paddy a day, or take service
for the season and Bet two rupees in cash for the sole season in addition
to four seers of paddy per day. :

Appearance, Dress and Ornaments

The Jenu Kurubas do not tie their hair into a knot, and throuph
carelessness it often ets matted, and Bives the head a bulky appearance.
The women, who dress like the Canarese Vokkaligas, tie their somewhat
curly hair into a knot at the back of the head. They wear brass orna.
ments, banles, and necklaces.

Physical Features

The Jenu Kurubas are darker than the Betta Kurubas. Their
averape stature is 156.5. Their average cephalic index is 76.1. Their
average nasal index is 77.8,

Games

In the dry season the Jenu Kurubas have a week of merry making,
This feast is a repular saturnalia and the Kurubas dance before the houses
of those whom they consider superior to themselves. In their splendid
movements they use small sticks which they strike adainst each other
keeping regular time.

Sociai Status

The Jenu Kurubas avoid eatind food of the Apasa,’ Holeya, Madiga,
the Christians and the Mussalmans,



KURUBA (BETTA)

THE Betta Kurubas are found in the hilly tract of Kidpathanad and
Edayanalkanad taluks, They are said to have come from Wynad and
Malabar, whither they often 3o back when they have cause to hide away,
The word ‘ betta ' means hill, but when spelt with a p si3nified rattan op
cane. Hence the name may point to their occupation, They are skilful

cane workers, making mats, baskets, cradles and fishing traps of cane and
bamboo,

Origin and Early History

The Kurubas are said to be the modern representatives of the ancient
Kurumbas or Pallavas who were once very powerful in South India. Very
little trace is left of their former areatness anywhere, In the seventh
century A.D., the power of the Pallava kings was at its zenith. It gradually
declined owing to the rise of the Konga, Chalukya and Bhols chiefs. The
final overthrow of the Kurumba sovereipnty was effected by the Chola
king Adondi about the seventh or eighth century A.D. This led to the
dispersion of the Kurumbazs far and wide, and many fled to he hills- of
Malabar, the Nilgiris, Coor, Wynad and Mysore. Thus with the lapse
of time they have become wild and uncivilised, and have, owing to their
comparative isolation, lost their ancient culture, Both the civilised and
the wild Kurumbas must have been identical, but the present difference
is the result of pecpraphical distribution and environment,
Kurumbranad, a taluk of Malabar, still attests thejr former Bveatness,
They may be regarded as the very oldest inhabitants of the land who can
contest with their Dravidian kinsmen the priority of occupation of the
Indian soil. The terms Karumba and Kurubs were originally identical,
thouph the one form is in different places employed for the other, and has
occasionally sssumed a special local meaning,

Habitations

The Betta Kurubas are settled in 5 hamlet of their own and their negt
bambooo huts are arranged in o quadrangular form, but leaving the foup
corners open as passades ; in the centre of the OPen space stands the Ambala,
an open hut which serves the elders for social and ceremonia) datherings,
No one is allowed to approach it with leather shoes on. At niaht all the
unmarried boys above five years of ae have to sleep here,

Internal Structure
The Betta Kurubas are

divided into two sections, the M di and
the Yelpadi. The Munpadi m unpadi anc

eans families belonginy to three hamlets,

Jenu Kuruba Women
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tha Puajari who isa Vokkaliga and the devotee. At the Ambsla, the
periodical demon possession takes place in the person of the Pujari. or one
of the elders who prepares for the occasion. Their principal Bhutas are
Ajja and Kuda who are perhaps their dreaded or renowned ancestors.
When a possession is to take place, the Pujari bathes and poes to the
Ambala accompanied by his people. A couple of women form a chorus,
while he dances sbout and sings, shaking some brass bells in a little
basket, and calling out * Come, Ajja"", Then suddenly he drops the basket,
an indication that the Bhuta has come upon him. In this state of assumed
personal unconsciousness, the Bhuta utters words of warning, of advice
and prophecy as to sickness or prosperity. The Pujari has it thus in his

power to impose on his credulous hearers his own will and whim as those °

“of the Bhuta.

Occupation

In former times the Betta Kurubas, besides wotking in rattan and
bamboo, subsisted ona wasteful mode of cultivation called Kumri, It
consisted of small plots of forest land or cleared junle which after a
couple of seasons was abandoned in favour of s new plot, which they had
apain to clear and where they cultivated various 3rains, especially reai,
They never touched a plough. All their work was done with the axe,
bill-hook and hoe. The Forest Department restricted the scope of Kumri
cultivation. The Kurubas have now acquired skill as bamboo or wood-
¢utters which has proved to be more remunerative. With the money thus
obtained they have befiun to lead a better lifé. P Ty

) e

- The Kurubas are also skilful in making 30od mats, baskets, umbsel;
las, boxes and cradles of bamboo and cane. Above all, they are lv‘o'v'er'sr:'éi
personal freedom and independence, and are quite in their native element
.when roamin3 about on a hunting expedition. They are>keen observeuof
Nature. When humoured by kind words, they aive interestind anecdotes
of jungle life and junale products. e

Food

The usual food for the Betta Kurubs consists of ¢

altivated vees
tables and what wholesottie roots he may dig out in the jungle. v?rghe

toots are a kind ‘of sweet potatoes or yams. A welcome addition is some
small Bame which he catches in his jungle trap. He drinks fermented
juice, and smokes bhang and tobacto. It is said that the Kurubas of the
Nilgiris.and Mysore eat cow’s flesh, but those in Coorp, detest it.. Earthen.

ware vessels are used for cooking and drawi ¢ 3
by the Holeyas, ng Wa. er from well»s not ?..ed
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Physical Features

The Betta Kurubss are dark in complexion, and have curly hair,
which through neglect becomes matted. In stature they are middle-sized,
well proportioned and in habits nimble and enduring, They have a long
head, rather high and prominent cheek bones, a short flat nose, lare lips,
and dark deep-set eyes. Their average height is 153.7 ems, The averape

cephalic index is 74.5 and nasal index 75.4.

Conclusion

The Betta Kurubas are a pood peaceable set of people, and when
employed, industrious at their work as long as it pleases them.
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MALE KUDIA
TﬁE ‘Male Kudias are the toddy drawers of Coorg. Lieut.-Colonel Connes

speaks of themias @ savape tribe scattered throughout the Coory forests.
They have nothin3 in common with the inhabitants of the plains, as they
are in a state of nmature in their life of isolation. They are also found
both in the plains and on the hills of South Cenera. They numbered 549

in 1931, 270 beind males and 279 females.

Habitations

21 dias live on the Cardamom Hills of Coord. Their' huts
Are toi Thgit}:::ehlérsa:;:tched with the leaves of the forest in their vicinity,
dre mere th saised to- 8 height of oneto two feet. A number of split
The ﬂoo? is ven and arranded in a line and plastered with mud, serve as
bsmboo&i'}v:o have no furniture of any kind and they mostly 'sleep on a
wf’ll"] _°Zd floor or on bamboo mats of their own make. Their domes.
:il‘;g‘i‘ttérYsi“lz‘sconsist of a few bamboo tubes, a few pots, andone or two

copper pots purchased from the neighbouring village market. )

Internal Structure

Kudies ate composed of two endoBamous toups, the
| ’I'ht;J :'Iéi;i“u(vﬁhae Kudias near the forests) and Temale Kudias
8‘?‘:@; gnthetin% Kudies), Esch group claims superiority over the other
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The Yelpadi means families belonging to seven hamlets, Members of the
same section do not intermarry,

Marriage Customs

‘

Girls are married after they attain puberty. The marriage ceremonies
are simple,sensible, and orderly. A suitableirlis selected by the boy'sfather
who formally asks her parents, and on their a3reement he dives a piece of
money as a pledge. The wedding day is fixed within a month, when a
sumptuous feast is prepared for which plenty of rice, a'pi3 and betel leaves,
but no liquor are required. The bridegroom’s party 3o to the bride's hut,
eat there, and the parents join the youny couple by putting raw rice on
their heads, They then return with the bride to the bridegroom's hut,
where the bride’s party are entertained, This concludes the ceremony,

Neither polygamy nor polyandry is practised. A widow rfeémarries
8 relative of the deceased husband.

Puberty Customs

_When a 3irl attainS puberty, she is lodged in a separaie sqc]ukion-she&
fot seven days. She bathes on the eighth day and returns to the house and
her usual occupation without further ceremonies, : '

Childbirth

When a woman is about o become a mother, she is lodped in a
separate seclusion-shed, and five to ten days after childbirth she bathes and
réturns home, At the birth of ¢ child, the parents dive a feast to their
own, people. . Male children are named - Mada, Keta, Choma, Mara and
female children, Madi, Mari and soon. The baby is"taken to the Ambala,
where a strind of beads is tied :rownd the child’s neck, and the name is
pronounced by the father. ' ’ o

\

. Social Organization S

The Betta Kurubas have a court of justice of their own; They Hold a
panchayat composed of elders at the Ambala, and the fine imposed consists
of bits of iron which the headman keeps. He is also the hereditary -

4

pujari,

B

i

Funérél Ceremonies T :
- The deed are buried, the .corpse being placed sideways with the

head to the west.

- Religion:

The Betta Kurubas gre demon worshippers, and in three years they
ususlly bring the usual offering of money, fowl, coconut. and plantains td
Kuttelamma or Karimkali at Kurichi, The eatables are shared between
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with neither interdinind nor intermarriape. Their exopamous clans alre
mostly based on the names of hills which they inhabit or after their
ancestors. In South Canara, on the other hand, each clan is headed by a
Gurikara who is also called Malamudiya. His services are indispensable
in all matters, social and religious. '

The Umale Kudias avoid all conjupul relations between those con.
nected on the father's or mother's side. Cross cousin marriage is in vopue
among them.

Marriage Customs and Ceremonies

When a young man attains marrisgeable age, his parents look out
for a suitable pirl, and eunter into preliminary nepotiations for a settlement.
The young man's party is treated to a dinner. Thetwo parties then 3o
to an astrologer to fix an auspicious date for the marriage and prepare a
" Mangala Kurippu to invite friends and relations on both sides, Girls are
married after puberty. The bride's price is eight rupees.

Marriage booths are erected in front of the huts of both the parties
before the marriage ceremony. They have also their ancestor-worship
that day. On the followinp day, the bridegroom-elect bathes early, and
neatly dressed and adorned, is conducted in procession to the marriaﬁé
booth where he is seated on a tripod, when his mother and other elderly
women throw rice on his head and give him a few annasas a token of
blessing, Then follow others. Some milk is also Biven to him at the
time, His relations and friends make a present of a few annas.  After
f.eeding the assembled Buests, the party of the bridedroom-elect Boes
in procession to the bride's hut with a basket of rice, betel leaves, arecanut
coconut, milk, jagpery and hana. They first sit near a place where th;

brid®’s party plants stumps of plantain trees, The bride's party welcomes-

the brideproom’s party to their hut after cutting the plants;

When the perty enters the booth, the bridegzoom’s legapare wlan,h:tdm];‘m.
woman of the bride's party for which one of his party puts three any .
into the vessel. The bridegroom is then given milk to drink g o
is served with liaht refreshments. Then the bride is seated on
his side. All those who are assembled there then throw some r
s 8 token of blessin3s and ive them presents or .coin.
bridegroom stands and Bives a purse of coin to the bride,
hand, helps her to stand up. They are then allowed t
places. The assembled Buests are then fed,

betel leaves and arecanuts, The brideproom's
family with the bride who is followed by two o

nd his party
a tripod by
ice on them

After this the
and clas);ing her
0 sit in separate
after which they are Biven
party then retumns to theip
r three of her fanily, The
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bride's party also cuts the plantain stumps before entering the bride
aroom’s house. The feet of the brids] pair are then washed by a woman
of the family for which she veceives three annas. The married women of
the bridegroom's family throw rice on the couple: The bride sits in a
room and her party is treated to a feast. The puests then disperse. On
the same night, the nuptials take place. The bride remains in the house
of her husband on the following day; and on the third day, she returns
to her family with her husband, where they stay for a few days. She
then accompanies her husband to his house and leads a family life.

‘Puberty Customs

When @ dirl comes of ape sheis lodged in a separate hut, Her
seclusion’is fox sixteep days. She bathes every day, snd on the sixteenth
day, pollution ceases with a bath, The temporary hut is destroyed on the
sixteenth day.- . ‘

Pregnancy and Childbirth

Durind the seventh or eighth month of pregnancy, the 3irl's parents
visit their daughter with sweets and other eatables, stay there, and take
her to their hut after a day or two. After delivery, the mother and baby
are bathed in warm water, the former is Biven a decoction of powdered
cummin seeds, pepper and jiraka boiled in water, Rice with pepper water
and onions'fs ‘Biven heér duwind the days of confinement. *After'a month,
she is allowéd to'take meat, Pollutioniis for sixteen days, after which she
is free from ' uticleanHhess: ' Naming; cradling and feeding the baby take
place after the third or fourth month. - - ‘ R :

el

 T¥ibal Orgdnization
“-“y‘,aﬂ;'-.‘:\.‘! ’ P ¥ s v o ; . Y SRR
“The tribesmien are few and far between in isolatéd huts over a'large
FI , R IR ‘. . ' . Tl Ly YO
area. Consequently, there is no repular tribal oranization as in oth’eg
P e oy ta s . . R T P A |
communities. All disputes are settled by a few elderly members of thefr‘
community, Divorce is freely allowed, o L
o R [ Tt ; ! . ‘ I . FAr AR
Hy il

Funeral Ceremonies
ere!

The elderly men and women are cremated. In such cases, aghes are
collected on the f6llowing day and heaped beneath'a tree. Their pollution
is for sixteen days. . On the last day, the chief mourners and the ‘members
of the family’ o t6 the cremation 3round to feed the spirit’ of the dead.
After a bath, they return home. The funeral feast also takes place on
the same day, when the tribesmen are fed, ’
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In South Canara, on the seventh day after cremation or burial &
pandal is erected over the Brave and a bleached clothis spread on it by
the washer-woman. A wick floatin® in a half coconut shell full of oil is
then lighted and placed at each corner of the pandal. The relations of the

deceased then Bather round the place, weep and throw a handful of rice
over the spot,

Religion

The Male Kudias worship the spirits of ancestors, They alse
worship all kinds of spirits and demons. They have their demon dances
and bloody sacrifices in the dark recesses of the forests called ‘Mala*,
* Tirike, or jungle shrine, their Bhutas being Thammayys and Malatam-
puran. Once a year they have a feast in honour of their ancestors, when
they call out their names, and havinp killed & cock and cooked their food,
they put some rice and curry and toddy upon plantain leaves in a separate
place to be partaken by the spirits of the departed ancestors. whilst they
enjoy themselves feeding on the rest. The prayeris to the followinp
effect, ** Lord Thammayya, once a year we offer to thee a fowl, a coconut,
toddy and rice; keep sickness away from our people. Should any sick-
ness befall our women or our children, we throw ourselves down before
thee and make a vow, Dost thou remove the sickness 7 "

Occupation

The Umale Kudias work on cardamom and coffee estates, where
they are engaged in weedind, planting and picking. Their wapes vary
from six to seven annas: Duriny summer they are enpaped in toddy-
drawing from sapo palm. The toddy thus drawn and collected is taken
to the contractors and is exchanged for their other necessaries. They sell
toddy, carrying it in their bamboo tubes or the shells of & ourd or in
earthen vessels to the villagers, who 3o to them with ricein a pot and
return carryind toddy in it. They have to pay a certain sum for tappin3
the trees. They 3enerally tap the bastard sapo palm (Caryota urens),
Their women climb the trees to remove the full vessels. They aive toddy
to children of even six months to drink. In the morning when fresh, it is

sweet' and refreshing; only in the afternoon when fermented does it
become intoxicating.

Food

The Umale Kudias take their food three times a day in times of
plenty. Early morning, they take.radi cooked the previous night, and
eat with ‘some pickles. Rice and curry form their chief djet during the
day and night. They eat the flesh of all animals which they hunt,

d
partake also of the food of Mussalmans, Christians and Holeyas. an
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Appearance and Dress

The members of the tribe wear loin-cloth, shirt, coat, and
headpear. Their women dress like Coory women, They wear ear
ornaments, nose-ring, silver chain and banales.

Conclusiod

The Male Kudias still live in the jundle, bnt far eway from
villages. Both men and women imitate the Coorgs in dress and also
speak the Coor§ dialect. They conform to the mode of life and social and
religious customs of the Coorgs who are their masters.

1I. TEMALE KUDIA

The Temale Kudias form a distinct endogamous 3roup of Kudias by
virtue of their occupation of honey-gathering, They are found in the
hilly tracts of Baliyalathumala, Kelakochumala, Niddemsala, Ponganmala,
Kanadandimala and others. They live in huts made of bark and reeds,
and their furniture and utensils are akin to those of the Umalakar.

Exogamy

The Temale Kudiyas are exopamous, Their clans are named after
the localities in which they live. A man marries outside his clan.
Yelamalakkar,Yedapalikkar, Sullikar, Kemmadikar, Pongankar are some
of the clan names. .

Marriage Customs and Ceremonies

A man marries the dauphter of his maternal uncle or father's
sister. When a youn® man attains the ade of marriade, his parents look
out for a suitable airl, and after preliminary nepotiations they come to g
settlement, and draw a mangala kurippu for inviting friends and relations
on both sides. Marriage booths are erected in front of the family huts of
the bride and bridegroom. Thd brideproom’s party come with ten seers
of rice, coconuts and other articles, and halt at a distance from the bride's
party, who meet them with refreshments after which they are taken to the
bride's hut, where they are welcomed apain with refreshments. After the
usual formalities, the brideproom and party return to his hut with the
bride. Thereafter, they live as husband and wife. The essential portion
of the ceremony consists in a formal promise to 3ive the bride treatment
leading to & happy conjudal life.

Puberty Customs

When a 3irl attains puberty, she is located in a hut put up for the
purpose. Her seclusion which was forty days is now reduced to sixteen
days. On the bathiny day, the 3irl is dressed and decorated in hey best,
The relations and friends assembled are then treated to a feast.
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Pregnancy and Childbirth

The customs among the Temale 'Kudiyas are the same as those
among the Umale Kudias. The pollution for childbirth is sixteen days,
The mother and baby are bathed évery morning and evening. The
naming, cradling and feeding ceremonies take place on the fortieth day,

i

Family

The family is matrilineal and inheritance is in the female line.
- \b
Tribal Organization '
The Temale Kudias have their own tribal assembly to enquire into

and decide a1l tribal matters, The delinquents are either fined or excom-
municated.

Funeral Ceremonies

The tribal members assemble after invitation, each bringing five seers of

ring the
same articles.

Religion

The Temale Kudias work in plantations and some pursue kumri
cultivation, while others draw toddy. They sometimes hunt deer, sambur,
and other wild animals of the forest. They collect minor forest produce
They tap the sago palm and sell toddy to the villagers in exchange for
rice. They 2o for honey-gathéring. They are very skilful in this
respect, like other denizens of the South Indian forests.
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Kapla Men

HOLEYA
THE Holeyas are the Adi-Dravidas of Coorg. They go by different
names in different Provinces and districts of the Madras Presidency./ In
Malabar, Cochin and Travancore they are known by the name of Pulaya.
In Mysore and Coora they are called Holeyas. In some of the Tamil
districts of the Madras Presidency they are known as Parayas. The name
is derived from ‘hola’, a field i hence, a field labourer. It also means
pollution, since they are reparded as of unclean habits in dressinp, eating
and drinking. They are supposed to be the descendants of Matangi,
Richter holds that the Parayss and Holeyas are identical, but in Malabap
they are treated as different communities. In Coord they are divided into
two sections, the Edapei and the Balagai (the right hand and the left hand
divisions) of the Dravida country. Their physical features, savape nature,
and rude habits have been modified by modern civilization. They have
been imbibina the customs and manners of the Coorgs and Indian planters
whose lands they have been cultivatind from a remote period. They
numbered 330 at the Census of 1931, 195 beind males and 135 females,

Origin and Traditions

The Holeyas trace their oriin to Honnaya who is stil} worshipped
with offerins of fruits. Once when their leader whs riding in a procession

building and Honnayya and his followers were left behind. Those that
went in were the four recognised castes and Honnayya's men therefore
lost the privilege of 3oind inside the temples, The Holeyas even claim
some sort of relationship with the Brahmans. Arundhati, wife of Vasista, .
is said to have been a damsel of Chandala oriain. They still sing sonps in
praise of her, when they sacrifice buffaloes before their goddess Mari.

All authorities are agreed that the Holeyas have been the oripinal
inhabitants of Indis, but they were kept in o kind of praedial slavery by
the Dravidians and the Aryans, the survivals of which exist even now in
villages remote from towns, Rearding their oridin, Dr Keanesays, “Judpe
in by their short stature, thick lips, low forehead, and high cheek bones, they
belon3 to the Nearito race, which once formed the substratum throughout
the peninsula, though now submerBed by the later arrivals of the Kolarians
and Dravidians, and the Aryans.” By others they are reparded as the
descendants of the Dravidian immigrants. Indis has received an influx of
population from other parts of the world and the black people are now
merded in later jnvaders, From traditions it would appear that they had

.
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at one time dorinion over many parts of South India. Once upon a time,
there lived one Aikkara Yajamanan, whose ancestors were Pulaya kings
held in great respect by his tribesmen in North Travancore, and that the
name still survives as a memento of their former 3reatness. Similar
traditions are current among their tribesmen in Mysore, Coorg and Canara.
A fow traces of their former Breatness still linger. In the event of any
land disputes between two persons, a Holeya is called in. They enjoy a
few other privilees. The term Halemakkalu (house servants or slaves)
still attests to their low status under their cultivating castes, Ganpadikar,
Morasu Okkalu and Reddis. In all likelihood, the Holeyas were reduced
to slavery by the Cooras who constituted the aristocracy of Coors,.

Praedial Slavery

Praedial slavery is an old institution in Coord ; it existed more or
less in an aprarian form, as it once existed on the West Coast in Canara,
Malabar, Cochin, Travancore and Mysore. They are of two classes from
*honnu' (30ld) and ‘ Mannal' (mann-earth), of which the former mipht, and
the latter mipht not be transferred from the soil to which they were
attached. The terms by which they were desipnated did not imply any
notion of their servitude. Certain limits termed mettu were fixed, which
the slaves might not pass without permission on pain of beind considered a
fupitive. When a slave ran away, he was brought back and punished.

The usual maintenance of the slaves in the malnad was one kolaga
of rice in the husk, equivalent to a pakka seer of rice for each man and fve
siddis for each woman per diem, which was doubled on the nev{r and full
moon days, and sometimes at the feasts, An annual supply of one kambli
worth half a rupee to each man and woman, one dhoti or loin cloth worth
hslf fanom to each man, and one panche or coarse cloth five eubits long
and costing a rupee to each woman. On the occasion of marrisge, the
master of a man had to purchase a wife for him usually for three or four
pagodas from her owner, unless, as was most commonly done, he could
give the daughter of one of his slaves in return. The practice was called
*sattai’ or barter. The expenses of the marriae were borne by the ma te
of the husband and commonly amounted to six rupees and three kh ds b
or 150 seers of rice; the children belonged to the owner of the man 8&;3!
a slave with the permission of a master worked for another he' h e]ﬁ
supply him with food and clothing as above stated, and must 'beaid: -
an annual sum of half a British pagoda to the master; this w s .ﬁaz
“ hepa badige” (shoulder hire). The ordinar ' oo calla

ure). y price of & pair of

man and woman, called ‘‘3udi sarakku” (3udi—A Holeya's ;:biatlai‘i'::’
,“.akl‘;‘u;ﬁoois o; stocks of any kind) was 12 British pagodas and with s:
pair ot bullocks they were supposed to be suficient ¢ ivati
e n ot nt for cultivation of five
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1t was considered by Mr. Stokes that the Holeyas were much better
off than their brethren of Malabar. They are generally stout and healthy
in appesrance and show no signs of being overworked or underworked, and
are rapidly approximating to the status of a better class of apricultural
labourers. The Ikkeri princes and the Coory Rajas possessed a larpe
number of slaves acquired by conquest or otherwise. Some of them were
employed in the Palace gardens at Napar, and others keeping in repair the
forests of Lakava Kaveldrug. They were all reta ned by Haider and his
successors. The establishment is said to have been a source of much
abuse, but the slaves considered its abolition more in the light of dismissal
than emancipation.

Slavery has been abolished, but the custom dies hard in spite of the
temptation of high wapes offered to them by the planters. Many of the
estate serfs or slaves still cling to the descendants of their ancestral
masters, and do not care to leave their service so long as they are fairly
treated accordin® to the tradition of the tribe. They are still the chief
field labourers and menial servants of the Coorps near whose houses they
have their flimsy huts, and in places far remote from civilization. By
money advances, food and clothing, the Holeyas have more cause to be
grateful to the Coords, to whom they still attach themselves.

Internal Structure

The Holeyas are composed of the followin eight endopamous

Broups: ’
1, Kembatti Holeya,

2. Kapla Holeya.

3.

Edagai Holeya.
4, Martha Holeya.
5 Malaya.
6, Adiya.
7. Maringi.
8. Balapai.

Of these, the Kembattis are the indienous Pulayas and the Kaplas
are later immi3rants as labourers of coffee estates. The Maringis and
Malayas are from Malabar and the Balagai from Mysore. The Maringis

are so called because of their carryind an idoel of Mariamman on their
heads and exhibitiny them in streets to solicit arms.

I. KEMBATTI PULAYA
The Kembattis have the followin3 clans :
1. Padu Kutta Pada.
2. Chetta Kutta Appu,
3. Kadu Kutte Kalu.
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eiphth day, she is taken to a tank in the morning and bathed, The
relations and friends who are invited are treated to a feast,

Pregnancy

When a irl is pregnant, her parents visit her on an auspicious day
during the seventh month with sweets and other eatables ag also g piece
of cloth. She is bathed and seated on a tripod, when men assembled leave
a few drops of oil over her head and each gives a few annas as present,
The Buests are sumptuously fed. Either on that day or some other
suspicious date, her parents take her to their family,

Childbirth

When a woman is about to become a mother, she is lodged in a
temporary hut put up for the occasion. Soon after delivery, the mother
and the baby are bathed. A decoction of karinjirakam, pepper, and cumin
seed is 3iven to the mother who is fed with rice kanji. During the days of
confinement, ghe is subjected to a sparing diet. The period of pollution.
is for eleven days. On the twelfth day, the mother and baby are bathed,
and they become free from pollution. Nevertheless, she is not allowed to

enter the kitchen for sixty days. The naming, feeding and cradling
ceremonies take place after sixty days,

Tribal Organization

The Kembatti Holeyas have their village headman, who with the aid
of elderly members repulates all social practices. The headman either
alone or with the help of the Panchayat settles all social disputes, and the
delinquents are punished with fine or expulsion from caste. As lon as a

Holeya submits to the orders of the headman, he is recognised as a membey
of the community,

Funeral Ceremonies

The dead are both buried and cremated. The
divested of clothing, but covered with plantajn leaves,
day sfter the death of o father, the sons have to Bive a feas
which like the wadding feast will run the poor fellows,
but the labhour of their hands to offer, into debt and bind them for a lonp
period to personal service, Like other Hindy castes, the Holeyqs, in the
case of a pregnant woman's death, separate the foetus from the mother by

y bury the dead
On the eleventh
t to their friends,
who have nothing

Kapla Women
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4, Ponna Kutta Kalu.
5. Belli Kutta Ayvya.

Kakke Kutta Kutta.
Kutta Kutta Kutta.
Chayai Kutta Somu.
9. Chayi Kutta Kutta,
10.  Kali Kutta Khuja.
11.  Pachi Kutta Thenu,
12.  Chengi Kutta Panju.
13. Ponda Kutta Bapu.
14, Gadda Kutta Beli.

PO

Members of the same clan do not intermarry, As a rule,
dauphters of brothers and sisters do not enter into marital
Cross-cousin marriade is prezent amony them.

sons and
relations.

Marriage Customs and Ceremonies

. Amon} the Kembatti Holeyas, the young men have no voice in the
choice of brides. It is their parents who select youn3 women as

" wives, When a voun Holeya attains the ege of marringe, his
parents look out for a suitable maid f

or him. After preliminary
arrangements, the parents of the youn3 man with his materng]
uncle with a few elderly members

of the community 80 to the
house of the 3irl with a few coconuts, betel leaves, arecanuts, bangnas

and a ring. These are handed over to the Birl's parents. The bride-price
of fifteen annas and the Ting &re 3iven to the maid, Betel leaves and
arecanuts are distributed amonp friends and relations who are assembled

there then. The auspicious day for the marriade is fixed, when Mangala
Kurippu is prepared and exchanged. ‘

On the date previous to the day fized for marriage, a leafy shed
with seven poles is put up in front of the houses of the bride and bride-
droomeelects. The centre pole is called Halikamby, The ancestral
worship also takes place on that day. The relations and friends who are
invited ate treated to a feast, Early on the following morning, the
bridegroom bathes and dresses himself in his best. He ig conduct'ed in
procession from the bath room to the accompaniment of mysic and drum
beatiny to the pandal. He is seated there on g tripod. The elderl
married women throw some rice on him as a token of blessing, and givz
him some milk and present him with 2 few annas, The same ’formalit"
take place in the'house of the bride-elect. The members of the co::

munity who sssemble there are treated to a feast. The brid !
with the Aruva, the bridal headman,'30 to the houae o; ti\gcml::?d::;::z
)
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and halt on a fleld close by, when the bride's party meet them with somse
light refreshments which are given to them. They sare conducted to the
marriage booth, where they are welcomed and seated on mats spread on the
floor covered with newly washed white cloth. 'The trxpo'ds .are placed
side by side to seat the bridal pair. Bef'ore enteriny the b'nd.e s hut, the
bridegroom's leas are washed by a married woman of the bride's party f.or
which she receives a hana. The married women and others th'row rice
on their heads and 3ive them some milk and .pr'esents. The bridegroom
3rasps her hand and makes her stand. ?he bru?e ) Aruva.makes a solemn
declaration, * I hand over our dduphter in marriage as W1fe. to your son,
In the event of any misunderstanding between them at any time, I expect
you to settle it and make her live in peace, We .oﬁ'er our girl dress,
ornaments, and others.” The Aruva of the bridegroom’s party then
declares that they accept her, The party assembled there are witnesses to

_ the celebration with everything to the 8irl. The 3uests are all fed. The

bridearoom returns to his family with his wife along with her party.
The latter halts near his house or on a field where they are welcom_ed with
refreshments. They are conducted to his house, where they are welcomeq.
The bride poes to the field with some manure to be left tlllere. She 1is
conducted to & well where 3ana puja is performed, and with a pot of
water, she enters the house accompanied by her friends, The 'gfxests are
treated to a feast, after which they disperse. On another auspicious day,
she returns to her house with her husband to stay there for a few days,
after which she accompanies her husband to his family. . The Holeyas
practise only adult marriape. Each marriage approximataly costs
fifty rupees.

In South Canara, the bridearoom's party 3oes to the bride's l.mt on
a fized day with rice, betel leaves, and a few srecanuts and waits the
whole night outside the bride's hut, the brideg'room being 'seate('i on a ntat
specially made by the bride. The next morning, the bnd.e sits opposite
the bridegroom with a winnowing fan between them filled with betel leaves.
Meanwhile, men and women present throw rice over the heads .of the
married couple, The bride then accompanies the brideproom to his hut
carryind the mat with her. The marriaBe ceremonies last for four days
during which time the party should not fail to sit on the mat. On the
last day, the couple take the mat to 8 river or tank wh?re fish may be
found, dip the mat into the water and catch some fish, which they may let
o after kissing them. A feast completes the matrriade.

Puberty Custonis

When a 3ir] attains puberty, she is under seclusion in a leaty hut
for seven days. She is bathed every morning end evening, On the
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Religion

The Kembatti Holeyas are demon-worshippers, They adore Mari.
smman who receives offerings of goats and fowls, They believe that her
vengeance is the cause of all maladies which flesh is heir to. They erouch
to her shrine in areat foar especially in times of smallpox, from which they
suffer very much owin3 to their dirty habits. They try to satisfy her with
pious reverence and other sacrifices of oats and fowls, At the festivities
of the Coors. they act as clowns and merry-makers, playing low pranks,
and have their dances and ordies at some distant Broves. At the Huttari
festival of the Cooras, a band of them disguised in rude costumes, of which
ashes, straw and old mats form the chief materials, 80 their rounds from
house to house; and accompanied by tom-tom, they perform a dance, end
collect the customary gifts of money to be spent in arrack shops,

Food

The sdnitary arrangements in diet and bodily cleanliness leave much
to be desired. They eat what they can, without any scruples redarding
cleanliness and are immoderately fond of the fermented juice of the wild

sao palm, which is very common in Coorg. They shun water and seldom
wash or bathe,

Appearance, Dress and Ornaments

The Kembatti Holeyas are penerally of middle size, robust and of
dark complexion. They wear moustache and beard, but also shave. The
women are developed and some have repular features and are Bood lookin,
a fact which may be accounted for by the barbarous. practice of the Rajas,
who, when severely punishing a Coorg house, exterminated al] the men and
reduced the women to slavery on the Sircar farms giving them to the
Holeyss as their wives. - ‘

Occupation

Both men and women have a hard time during the workin} season,
the fornter with ploughing, rice planting, harvesting and’ threshing, and
warkina'in the coffee, but not in the cardamom Bardens;  The latter carry
manure to the flelds, pound and clean rice, The Coora Rajas utilised the
services of. the Canarese-speaking Holeyas from Myaore,for'cultivating

their farms, to watch their crops and to 8uard houses réund the royal
residence in Mercara, S

Social Status

The Kembatti Holeyas conform to the Coords in most of theiy social
and religious practices, In the presence of their masters they keep their
proper distance, to which their Jow social position and filthy habits
confine them.

5



190 THE INDIAN GEOGRAPHICAL JOURNAL

II. MARINGI

The Maringis form another subdivision of. the Holeyas. They are
found in the villajes of Devangiri, Pythadi, Kadanur and the Kavadi wil-
lage of Ambattinad. They are so called because of their carrying an.image
of Mari on their heads, which they exhibit in the streets to solicit. alms,
They say that they are the original inhabitants of Coor} and -that. their
ancestors pursued the same occupation during the time of the “Coord Rajas.

A J

The Maringis are exopamous. Their clans are named after their

houses. Pondi Kutta, Padu Kutta, Ambala Kutta, Kochu Kutta are some

of the clans. Their marriage fcustoms, puberty, pregnancy rites, religion
and occupation are similar to those of the Kembattis,

III, PALEYA

The Paleyas are an endogamous 3roup of Holeyas from whom they
hardly differ in physical features. They live on the farms of the Coords
alond and inland of the north-western slopes of the Western Ghats. They
work for them like other 3roups of Holeyas and -wear only a small loin-
cloth, Both men and women of the Tulu Paleyas wear skull caps made of
tender sheaths of the arecanut flower. They are composed of five endo-
3amous proups, the Maila, the Kari, the Aremane (Palace), the Bakuda
(tree-climber) and Ajjala (demon possessors),

Marriage Customs

The Paleyas erect no pandal for the wedding. The ceremony is
very simple. The bride is presented with a piece of cloth and money. On
donnind the cloth, she is considered married and 2oes to the brideproom’s
house, Fraternal polyandry exists. The eldest brother marries 8rst and

his wife is common to the younper brothers. Widows remarry without
ceremony.

Religion

The Ajjala Paleyas act as either devil dancers or officiate as priests
on occasions of offering bloody sacrifices to their particular domons,; Kalluti,
Panchurli, Dumavatis and Gulika Bhuts, for whom they erect small shrines
in some dusky Broves. On such occasions, the Ajjala drinks toddy, ‘puts
on the mask of a demon, and works himself up into a delirious state when
it is supposed that the spirit of some hero, boar or bison takes possession of
him. He is kept in this frantic gesticular state by the crowd
mad excitement and by fierce noise of drums and horns. He is no longer
himself but the mouthpiece of the demon, articulating mysterious, dubjous
and uncanny replies till at last the afflatus subsides and the performer sinks
exhausted on the ground. In cases of sickness, they catch a fowl, wave it

of men in
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round the head of the sick persons, and vow 1t as a sacrifice to the demon
if the sick man recovers. They are in dread of the evil eye and observe
the common 3ood and bad omens.

IV, KAPLA

The Kaplas are found in Nalkanad and Napolkanad. They are said
to be immi3rants from Malabar, whither they still resort to make offerings
at certain shrines at the Kolakali jatra. They are so called because of
their fear of the demons at Beidamale, which led to their flight to the
temple of Chola, Someswara, whose treasury uards or kavalkars they
became. When Doddavira Raja built a palace st Kalkanad, he took the
Kaplas to his service as his coolies, and afterwards pave them land to settle
themselves, employing them as Buards and occasionally as executioners.
There are about 25 families in Nalkanad and Padinalkanad. They live in
huts made of sticks and covered with the leaves of the jungle palm,

Internal Structure

The Kaplas are divided into a number of kudis or families, Bollada,
Aranpad and Kolkutti. They intermarry amon themselves but outside
the clan, They are said to be of the same origin as Bottuvas who are a
secluded jungle tribe livin in a savade state on the western slopes of the
hats within the Coor frontiers,

The Kaplas resemble the other sub-divisions of the Holeyas in respect
of marriage prohibitions, betrothal, marriage customs, prejnancy rites,
ttibal organization and funeral ceremonies, '

v The Kaplas are demon worshippers, The Aranpad worship Parin.
dritKolappa and Someswara ; the Bollada worship Chole, Pomadi, and
the Kolekutti worship Karinpali, Powadi and Chemundi, They perform
puja twice a year to Beirava, Junpalaya and Pulle Powadi at a shrine
where Brahmans preside and offerings are made to the spirits of their ances. -

to¥s.  The Ajjala Paleyas perform the devil's dance and act as priests of |
tl_\e bloody sacrifice.

The Kaplas live by the spoils of the chase or on jungle produce.
They seldom work for hire. They are adept at the use of the bow and .
atrow. ' '
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COORG

COORG was primarily inhabited by two distinct communities, the Yera-
vas and the Coorys. The Yeravas are the modern representatiw;es £ t}?
original inhabitants of Coor® who retired to the hills before the soutcl)m ;
march of the Aryans and other communities and soupht asylum there ‘;Iar

edpressive invaders. At a later time, the Coords found in the jungl ro}:u
means of satisfying their hunting propensities while the narJ,.o es the
afforded ample scope for their highly developed instinets to carr “o’ pa}s\s‘f’s
prgdatory excursions into the country of their wealthier and 1':;8 n tl.elzr
nexshb?urs. Even now their fighting and sporting qualities reve IW:}: ike
selves in their socio-religious ceremonies. Their peculiar featux'esil et;:.
product of their environment which stimulated a special type of a::h; r:

amon® them. The hilly character of th :
abpression and conquest, e country shielded them from

Origin and Early History

Sir Thomas Holland describes the Coords as the finest race with
any excepti'on in Southern India and considers them as even superi Tthont
Brahmans in respect of skin colour, stature and prominencepofm;to the
T}'\ey are taller than the Yeravas, have a finer nose, and have 8l o
fmth a distinet tendency towards brachycephalism. Their av arper hea.d
index is 80.6. Dr. Hutton states that ** it appears to be a mu ;ra.ge tiephahc
more satisfactory view to repard the brachycephalic stock ase SImZ'er "
Ar}fans. We may suppose them to have entered into th 1I)rflce e
during the Mohenja Daru period and to have extended dovjn I:ousthvauey

e west

coast as far as Coorp formin3 the physi i
: vsical basis of
cephalic or mesatocephalic castes of Western India.” several of the brachy-

Coor3 inscriptions hardly throw any 1 . '
th'e Coorgs. They show that the proviig;gh; a:nntlt:ese:rl}{ history of
with the Gana dynasty, the Hoysala kings, the Nayaks of 'lge y connected
Lingayat Rajas of Coord, as also with those of the B adO elur: and the
said that new settlers must have been introduced into eﬂ:\\l! fanply. It is
various dovernments. This conjecture is supported b t}\e Province under
in its account of Matsyadesa, the Puranic name og C ® o veri Purans
Rajas were themselves aliens to the country and were L; 00rd, The‘ Coory
Coorgs were -the followers of ancestor-worship T}:“Bayats, while the
numerous in the north-west of the province, Vv:here 93'1 were the most
allied to the Mysoreans. In Padinalkanad, the Mala ]ey were closely
predominant. Wynad which once formed part of COOT;"‘ !::::g e:‘emen.tﬁ‘ wado

’ ave 0rde
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ed a passade to the immigrants from Malabar. From the above facts, 1t
may be gathered that they were not an unmized race. The house names
of some of the Coory families indicate Mysore, Tulus or Tamil origin,
Their language, demon and ancestor-worship do tend to show that they
belond to the Dravidian. Their traits are biolopically useful and related
to mental capacity and intellectual endowment. Their mountain habitat,
climate, food and occupation are responsible for what they are at present,
and these factors have differentiated them from the people of the plains,

Habitation

The Coorp houses are like those of the Nayars of Kerala. They -ate
situated by the side of their paddy fields on a sheltering slope of Bane-land,
surrounded by plantain trees, bastard saBo, orange, jack and Buava trees.:
A coffee arden and a small plot of land for the 3rowth of vepetables are
not absent on the Hittelmandala land, There is a small pond well stocked .
with fish. The position and type of building bear an analogy to those of
the Nayars of Kerala, The approaches to the Coor3 house strongly mazk
the design of fortification, and tradition Boes back to a time of general feuds, .
when chief fought apainst chief and clan with clan. Deep trenches with
high embankments are visible memorials to the warlike state of affairs in
days pone by, These trenches intersect the mountainous district in -every
direction,

A deeply cut passae paved with rouph stones and overBrown with
shady trees, its slopind side walls decked with a variety of ferns, leads one
in angular lines to a doorway passing under an outhouse. Houses are
located in the midst of their plantations remote from the public Baze. R
paved courtyard 18 surrounded by stables, store rooms, and servants’
quarters, in front of which is the main quadrangular building which has
one storey and is raised about three feet from the . Bronpd. All .the build-
ings are roofed with pamboo and thatched with rice straw’ which 1is

 anmuslly zepaired and renewed. There is an open squarehall in the centra

known as batte or nundumane, the four sides of which are provided with
rooms for the inmates to occupy. In front of. thc.a building there is an
open verandah which is the reception hall. It is raised and covered wit}x
a wooden plank almirah two or three feet broad, so as to form convenient
seats for the male members and visitors. From it rise three or four wooden
pillars square, round and taperind, ‘and sometimes carved. The floor is’
well beaten with rud and cleaned with cowdun. The ceilind is of wood,
arranged in small corapartments, In some, the Yerandal} is separated from
the inner hall by a wall with a sort of window ‘or lattice mada of wood.
It is & contrivance intended for the bex}eﬂt of the Coory women who are
curious to see visitors. On the right side of the verandah there % u nigin
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door leading into the inner hall which is lit by the skylight formed by the
junction of the four slopes of the inner roof into an inner space (mittam)
which is a masonry reservoir in which rain water is collected and drained
off by an undergrouud passage. The inner roof is supported on four pillars,
resting on thick board slabs of jackwood upon the walls of the reservoir,
* and forming convenient seats for the inmates of the house, the inner rooms
of which are without windows and open by small doors into the central
hall only. On the side diagonally opposite to the door of the. verandah,
and likewise on the inner right corner, there are two doors leading to the
exterior of the house. The first room of the house is occupied by the
master of the house and his wife. The next room is the kitchen-dining
room whence the smoke issues and fills the hole house, coating and preserv-
ing the woodwork. Thesmall rooms of the remaining two Wings are
tenanted by the married couples, the widows and unmarried women. One
room near the left corner is set apart as sacred to the family deity. From
the ceiling are suspended match-locks, the wooden bells for cattle, the trap-
pings of pack bullocks, and other domestic utensils. The space under the
roof and above the wooden ceiling, which is covered with a thick layer of
earth to keep the rooms below dry and fireproof, serves for storing bads of
rice, baskets, pots and culinary provisions. There is also a deep well ‘ built
with stone in the compound to supply water for cooking purpsses, anid
another hut by the side of the paddy fields for bathing in hot watér:

The simplicity of the habits of the Coorgs is reflected in the furniture
that they use. Wooden cots are generally used, with straw, goiryar, ‘cotton
mattresses and cushions, shaets, and blankets ; on the floor; they have coarse :
mats for rubbing their feet before Boind to bed. Occasionally” they: nse:
wooden stools. A wooden shelf is fixed to the wall in each room- to keep,:
their brass vessels, plates and lamps., Rattan or wooden boxes contain their-
clothing and jewels. There is always a spittoon in one corner of the >P90m -
Where there is a baby, a rattan cradle is suspended from.the cdiling within ..
reach of the mother's bed. Younp Coorps of the present-day have. better -

houses and 3ood furniture as also comfortable arrangements in-the European -
style, ; . :

Internal Stfucture

v The Coords are composed of four endofamous 3roups, Amma, Sanna'
Malla and Boddu Coorgs:. The Amma and Sanna Coorps are found in all
parts of Coorg, The Malla and Sanna Coorgs are united and are no longer
distinguishable, They form the principal class of Coords.

Exogamy

The Coory clans are too many to mention.

Most of them are theis
local house names. Some are alien,

Matringe within the clan is prohibited.

A Front View of g Coorp House



A Coorg Male Group

A Coorp Married Couple
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-~ Marriage Customs and Ceremonies

The marriage customs of ihe Cooras are a curious medley of old and
new tites, fashions and notions, Formerly, their marriade customs had o
comtiruns] character. On an auspicious day, a family would call todether
ths whole village, comprising all the families of the rice valleys occupying
fdrm houses, for a feast. The youths would have their ears pierced by the
village carpenters to wear éar-rings, and the maidens had rice strewn over
their heads. This was called the marriage feast. The whole community
feasted together and the younger people were at liberty to 8o in search of
husbands and wives, This communal character has now changed. Youn
men express their desire to marry to their parent‘s,,"srandparents, or the
senior-members of the family, who look out for suitable irls not in any
way relatéd to ‘them. All consanjuinous unions are prohibited. Amonp
the prohibitions are : ' ‘

(i) The descendants of the father's side of the same family name.
(#f) The descendants of the mother's sisters, |

(i17) Paternal or maternal uncles or aunts,

A friend of each of the contracting parties becomes the inter.
mediary or Aruva and he is the master of the ceremonies. The father of
the young man or his elder brother with the Aruva 3oes to the house of the
yound woman, where thejp advent is expected. On g favourable response,
the whole house s well swept and cleaned, and a lamp is lit, when the
Aruvas on both sides - with prominent members of respectable families
stind before it, facing each other, and shake hands in token of the inviolable
contract having been concluded, Such betrothals are seldom broken. If
the bridegroom dies before consummation of the marriade, the bride becomes

a widow, " She is then “entitled to an inheritance anl sustenance in the
bridegroom’s family, and may enter into conjupal relations with his
brother or first cousins, -

The Coorp weddings generally take place in April and May, when
the rice fields are dry ang there is little to do. The day for the wedding is
fixed in consultation with the local astrologer, and invitations are sent by the
Aruvas to thie relations of the bride and bridegroom, to the married Cooras
of the same village, to friendly ﬁeighﬁours of other castes, or even to

Muhammadans,

On the wedding day at about 9 a.m. the invited Buests assemble in
festive array at the houses of the bride and bridegroom, and while the

women 8o to the inside of the house and Bive a helping hand to the mistress,
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three pebhles which he binds to the hem of her aarment, This is & token
of sealing her riaht to her husband'’s praperty., The bridearoom then takes
the bride by the hand and leads her out of the house. ,.This act of Possess
sion forms the principal part of the ceremony.

As a mark of respect, he makes his obeisance to those assembled by
touching their feet. In like manner, the wife fetches a pot of water from
the well to the kitchen and carries a basket of manure to the nearest fleld,
and then returns to her room fo indicate her willingness to share in the
labours of the house. The Aruva then takes the bridearoom to fhe room
of his wife, and thenceforth, while she remainsin his house as his wife,
she bears a new name, but will always be called by a familiat: one under
the parental roof. The married daughter receives from her parents a certain
dowry and a good bed, but thenceforth she has no claim on the family
property.,

-

In bygone days, there was a custom of s0 called cloth marriage, Kittel
writes that a man ave a cloth to a 3irl, and she, accepting it, became his wife
without any further ceremonies, He might dismiss her at ‘any time with-
out being under -the least obligation of providing either for her or the
children born during connection. The custom was abolished by one of the
Lingayat Rajas, who being unable to obtain as many Birls for his harem gs
he wished from wanton selfishness put a stop to it.
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COORG (Contd.)

IN the absence of a male issue jn a “house, a daughter is retained and
married to a Coor on condition that the ¢hildren born are considered as the
children of the wife's, and not of the husband's houge, Such a husband
may have another wife with children in his own house, and these have no
share in the property of the other wife, Polygamy is not forbidden, but is
seldom practised.

It is worthy of note that the Coorps have no priest to preside over
the wedding ceremony. There areno religious funections such as those
prevailing amonp, the higher Hirdu eastes, There are some madical acts,

A Village Takka (headman)
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Bossip, which is now and then broken by the noisy bhand of musicians,
Meanwhile, the bride and bridegroom sre bathed, he is dressed in his new
kuppasam (coat) with a lonp red cotton or silk sash round his waist and
his friends fasten into it the new pichathi, a present from his father,
together with a watch, and put jewelled 3old rinds on his fingers and a

carefully tied turban in the approved Coory fashion. A bright coloured

handkerchief thrown aver his shoulder completes his dress, The bride
who is fully decked 1s left to the care of her friez-tds.

In the bridegroom's house the weddin® party proceed to the kaymada,
carryind a light which had been kindled at the sacred house lamp, and
ignite an earthen lamp there and invoke the blessinds of the ancestors,
On returnin to the house the principal members of the family enter first
into the inner hall, and the younger men follow and offer their customary
salutations. At the auspicious hour, the bridegroom seeks the permission
of the master of the house, and the elders to seat himself on the low three-
legped stool kept in readiness and placed upon a carpet between two lighted
lamps. These lamps trimmed with many wicks stand in metal dishes flled
with rice by the side of which is a spouted brass vessel with milk. On the
bridegroom bein seated, the master of the house takes a handful of rice and
strews it over his head and shoulders utterin the words, * Live well; and
prosper well by God's favour”, ives him a sip of milk, and drops a piece
of money or other present in his lap, and passes on. Four men closely
related to him do likewise. Then five of the nearest female relations
including the mistress of the house repeat the same formalities. Then the
Buests, male and female, do the same. Old people only touch the bride-
groom’s shoulder, those of equal ape shake hands, while those below touch
his feet as a mark of respect. As the presents accumulate, they are taken
care of by a friend who sits near him and watches what and
are 3iven. Widowers and widows
because they are unlucky.

by whom they
do not take part in the proceedings

The same ceremony is 3one through in the bride's house at about the
same time, but women have precedence over men.

the brideproom rises and takes his meal with a 3ro
nearest relations (3roomsmen) and the Aruva,
invited are sumptuously fed in the leafy shed put
Various kinds of liquor are served, During and
makes a discordant and deafening noise.

After this ceremony,
up of twelve of the
The Buests who are
up for the occasion.
after feastind, the music

After feasting, the bridearoom’s party 3o to the bride's house,
which is generally some miles away. On such oceasions’ a Coorp
bridegroom, mounted on a pony, dismounts at the Bate of the
bride's residence which he approaches barefooted. When he has sdvanced
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he i { a plantain tree

ithi he dste, men hold upripht the stems of a ; '

.:;:::Thu ;e:vesbon them. A lare broad Coor3 war-'klr:ﬁe nb;n: mf;h:::
h a plantain stem wit one blow. Th

l‘;“d' - ieal{;:v::dc:: thl:::\m B‘It is clear that the possession of 'physxcgl

:tl‘::;::l ;as always been rejarded as sn essential requisite in a suitor, and

the survival of this custom is a ssfeBuard apainst the premature marriade

£ chi i ils elsewhere. The bride’s party come. to 'm.eet |
o'lft 01111:1‘:: :\I:Imsl;::. :fag:ei: servants bring chairs and ‘mats 'along' yn‘th
. : i 1t\ . nts. Both parties with the united efforts of the musicians advance
. r;\s lx:wuse‘ The bridegroom is received by his parantsjln-law. After
.',,; the st:ma;y salutations, refreshments of pansupari are freely sent r.onnc?..
'tr;e‘:\u a meal is served and enjoyed with libegal' potatxox.ts. ' The bx.qde is
conducted by her maids over an outspread c}oth mto‘ the bridal ghamber,
where she is seated on a low stool. The 'bnfie‘groom s party approach her
and repeat the ceremony of rice throwin which. was performed at noon bsi'
the bride's relations. At last the bridegroom who 1s'seated on a low stoo
all alonpis conducted to the bridal chambgr, and is seated by the n'g_ht
side of the bride who with bent heads sits veﬂgd all over. Soon he rises
and strews rice over her and 3ives her some milk tc? sip, but 'speaks noth-
ing. He then presents her with a small ba3 containin a sleer or s'old
rind, 8 pold coin for her pattakku or nec]sl\ace, and some silver coins.
Then both eat together for the first time, being served by some women of
the household. After this wedding meal the yound couple have the
exchanpe of looks and words. The bridegr?om Bras'ps her hand an.d leads
her out of the house, and this act of possession constitutes the essfmtml part
of the ceremony. He then returns home wx‘th lu.s_ wife acco.mpamed by his
arty, If the house is distant, the yound wife with her maids are conYeyed
1t)o a b.ullock cart. If it is nearer, she is conducted by her two best friends.
The mother of the bridedroom or the mistress of the house welcomes and
conducts her to her own room and Bives her refreshments. The Buests are
ted to a feast after which they take leave of the host, Aruva and ten
:\:arried Coorps of their nearest kin remain behind. The members of the
family alonp with them assemble rounc} the sacrﬁd.lamp, when tl.\e Aruva
aives some homely advice about the duties a'nd priviledes of a mamed' Coor}.
Hearin this, the bridedroom rasps her right hand and goes with her
towards the door, but as he staps outside, she remains within. Her r.elatxon;
now form two rows in front of the door, and t'he P\‘xruva of the bride tellg
the Aruva of the bridegroom, * You have desired Puraka from us “Mand-
anna. We have piven her, and now ask you, ‘.' Has sbe any cl'sum on
Mandanna's property, house and yard, ﬁel? and junjle, 89‘1‘d and silver, if
she becomes his wifel” The brideﬁr?’csm s {\r'uva says, P'ural:a has a
lawful claim on Mandanna's property. This is repeated thrice, and as g

typical pledge of possession, like the ' Batti jamma fee' on the investment

with land, the bridegroom's Aruva hands over to that of the bride's family
6



A Ghost Mask (Karnakol;:)

COORG 199

which are related here. The bride's hand is grasped in order that she may
be delivered into the hands of her husband. She eats with him on the
wedding day, to create community of life, Marriage ceremonies in all stapes
of cultuve are intended to neutralise the dangers and to make the union safe,
prosperous and happy. It referred to the permanent joint life of man and
woman, and the essence of the union is the joining topether of the bridal
pair. The practice of throwing rice may have originated in the idea of
giving food to the evil influences to induce them to be propitious and to
depart. It is considered as 1 token of blessing. In many cases, it scems to
have developed into a sympathetic mode of fertility. At one stape of the
wedding, the bride veiled approaches the husband, and they see each other.
These ideas may explain the origin of the bridal veil. Besides there is
sexual shyness, and the ideas associated with women that these are danger-
ous as well as improper, and so they lead to effeminacy. Accordinly, the
bride spends the wedding days with her girl friends and the bridegroom with
young men who in the marriage institution are respectively called brides
maids and 3roomsmen, "

Polyandry

It has been observed that, in warlike races, the clannish feeling and
family spirit often predominate over and absorb individual consciousness
and personal rights, Among the Coorgs, family property descends not
from father to son, as from Beneration to Beneration the eldest member acts
as the head of the house. In olden times, the Coorgs are said to have lived
ih a state of deneral warfare, chief adaingt chief,'and Nadu apainst Nadu.
&-'a'relic of that ade, the deep trenches which to this day are found vinter-
secting the country in"all directions may be considered. In such® an ade,
destruction of life must have been great. But it was of course the male
conimunity that principally suffered in the tarmoil. The peoplé must soon
have been exterminated under such s state of affairs, But if the 'surviving
brothers wete to become the righifyl husbands of the widows, & second and
an undiminished Beneration mipht in‘time take the place of the fallen. " In
mMore racent times, the Rajas used to”keép a larde number of armed ten
constartly in attendance on themselves. They wete absent from home for-
weeks and months, On their return, their brothers would have to §o to’
the Palage or acgompany the Raja on. some hunting or fighting expedition.
The brothers at home would then take fhe place of the absent from home
and family, Itis olear that the law of inheritance by the sister's’ son is
unknown "amond the Coorgs.  This, - aceording ‘to Richter, affords the
strondest proof that polyandry iy no Coora custom, - - ' -

. Widow Marriage .

Widows thdy rettarey, Should any of the deceased husband's
beothers choose to marry her, he may do’ so or she may be ‘married to any
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of the pile concludes the ceremony. Pollution lasts for eleven days, In
the case of a husband’s funeral, the widow with two of her own and rela.
tive's children, carrymg a brass vessel and a coconut, brins an earthen pot
full of water and carries it round the corpse thrice on the funeral around,
the coconut is broken and its water put into a dish for the purpose already,
mentioned, the widow standin® near the feet of the corpse and with averted
face lets the earthen water pot fall sideways from her shoulder to the
around as a symbol of her shattered happiness, and the Aruva breaks the
brass banples on her wrist. The next mornind the relatives remove her
garments, but her hair remains. As a mark of mourning, a woman leaves
off wearind for one year her kerchief on the head and ties it round her neck.
While in this state of widowhcod, she neither wears bangles, ‘nor necklace,
nor ear-ornaments.

On the twenty-eighth day or some time later, as late as six months,
when due honour is intended for the departed, a final ceremony, the Thithi,
is performed. In the interval the relatives who offer themselves for this
service undergo some fasting. They forepo the early and the second measl,
At noon they bathe, prepare their own simple food, eat part of it themselves,
and 3ive the rest to the crows, which consume it for the dead. When the
Thithi, the great day of the conclusion of funeral rites, arrives, the whole
village community is adain invited to the feast in honour of the departed
and for the repose of the soul which ceremony concludes the funeral rites.
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COORG (Contd.) ®

THE worship of the demons and ancestor-spirits constitutes the religién cf
the Coorgs. They have been influenced by contact with the Malayali,
Canarese, Brahmanical and Lingayat superstitions, The Malayalis have
made themselves indispensable at their demon and ancestor worship. .The
Tulus are their Pujaris. The worship of Mariamman (the smallpox
demon) was introduced by the Mysoreans. The domiciled Brahmans of
Coorp have succeeded in the introduction of Mahadeva and Subrahmanis,

and have temples erected and idols set up for worship. The Linpayats or

Sivachars are also endeavouring to introduce the worship of Linga. Since
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the days of Vira Rajendra, Christianity was introduced in Coorg, and there
is a Roman Catholic Settlement with a fine church gt Virajpet, but
Christianity has not made much headway in Coorf,

: Ancestor-Worship

The’ ancestor-worship of the Coords is based on the belief that the
spirits of the dead hover inside and outside the Coory dwellings and cause
endless trouble in the absence of adequate propitiation. Each Coorg house
has a Kaimatta (a building close at hand) under a tree in the fields or in the
yard close to the house. This is a raised mud platform where carved stones
representing the images of their ancestors are placed. Sacrifices of fowls
and pigs are made to them. Sometimes the Coorps become possessed of the
spirits of the dead and express all their desires when they are sumptuously
fed and piven drink, The spirits of ancestors are believed to hand over
their locality and become anpry now and then. A male ghost is called
Karana, and a female one Sodalachi or Karanchi.

"It is a belief amonp the Coorps that 3hosts cause trouble, and females
aven more so. The Sodalachis are ever inclined to smite children with sick-
ness and sometimes even the adult males and females of the house. In fact
they are ever inclined to do harm. With a view to appease their wrath, rice,
arrack, milk and other delicacies are offered on various occasions during the
yea¥to them, Once a month, a fowl or two are offered at the Kaimatta to
please them. In such cases a member of the community becomes possessed.
He then puts off his head dress and walks in front of the house in a state of
trance. While in this condition, the members of the family appear before
him to represent their Brievances. He makes some incoherent utterances
which are believed to be emanations from one of the ancestors who has not
been propitiated with offerings. At once he is treated to meat and drink,
and neighbours.are allowed to come in and put questions to the possessed.
These ifts are called Karana Barana.

The Coords perform anotherceremony called 3host-mask (karanakola)
with the object of finding out the particular wishes of the ghosts. It is
performed every second or third year and occasionally also every year.
For this, the services of a Malayali performer, a Panikkan or Benna, are
requisitioned. At night he puts on, one after the other, five or more different
costumes to represent the number of ancestors especially remembered at the
time. Arrayed in these different costumes, he dances to the accompaniment
of 8 drum beaten by his companions and behaves as if he were possessed by
the Coory Bhosts. After each kola or mask, he leaves the house with a
fowl, a coconut, fried rice and other eatables, and some arrack, and offers
them in the courtyard to a particular Bhost. Various questions are put.to

7
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him by the members of the family and by the neighbours while he is in a
state of trance. The food Biven him durin® the trance is called Karana
Barani. The masks having been finished, & pin especially fattened for the
purpose is decapitated in front of the Kaimatta and then taken up to be
piven to the performer. The rest of the carcase and bodies of the fowls
decapitated are taken to the house, In the absence of a Kaimatta, the pip
offering takes place at the Karanakotta. Women also behave likewise,
when possessed by an ancestral spirit. While thus affected, they roll on
the pround, but they do not 3ive utterance to oracular responses. Some-
times sorcerers, Coorps or aliens, are invited to exorcise the 3hosts. With
the recitations of certain formulae in loud tones, they resort to flagellation.
If it proves ineffectual, offerinds are Riven.

Village Gods

Tradition has it that human sacrifices were offered in former times to
secure the blessinds of Grama Devatas, Mariamma, Dutga, and Bhadrakali,
who are supposed to protect the villages or nads from all evil influences.
These deities have their annual feasts amond the Coorgs, but they pay
special attention to Ajappa, Kaliat Ajapps, and Kuttamma in Kigpatnad,
whose shrine is annually visited with gaifts.

Every forest around has its presiding deity to which an annual
sacrifice or pork and cakes is offered. If it is not propitiated. the Kadevaru,
the tendin Bod, will withdraw his favour, and sickness and death among
cattle will ensue, Besides, there are extensive forests called Devarukadu,
which are untrodden by human foot and reserved for the abodes or hunting
prounds of deified heroic ancestors.

Serpent Worship

Traces of serpent worship or tree worship are found in Coor. The
Natas or spots on which cobras have finished their course of terrestrial life
are the place of solemn ceremonies. To prevent any human beinp from
setting foot on the hallowed spot, it is marked by a little stone enclosure.
During, the month of November, alamp is liphted every evening to
Natas, and coconuts are offered as oblations, ‘

Pilgrimage

The Coorps o on pilgrimage to Irjatre at the foot of Lakshmarnas
tirtha fall in Kigpatnad after the Sivaratri in February or March, and on
the Talai Kaveri Jatra to the source of the river Cauvery in October.
Amongst the Jatra beyond their country, those visited by the Cooras are
four, Subramania on the northern frontier of Cootd, in December, Baitur in
Malabar, in *February, and Nanjangudu in Mysore which comes off in
December, In exceptional cases they 3o to Benares.
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The Coorgs are demon worshippers because of the evil influences of
certsin malidnant spirits, which can render their life more ploomy and
wretched. The demons are called Kulis, who are believed to be capable of
carrying away the souls of the dying members in a family. When any
trouble arises in a house, and strange voices are believed to be heard in or
near it, a Kanya (a Malabar astrologer) is consulted as to the cause of it, and
he speaks of the influence of some Kuli who must have carried away the soul
‘of somebody either in the house or in the neighbourhood. He sudpests
that a demon mask has to be performed for the liberation of the soul. It
takes place once a year at Kutta, or atany other place once in two or
three years.

The master of the house ties some money in a piece of cloth which is
suspended from a rafter of the house as a pledge for the performance of the
ceremony. Sometimes he ties his brass plate up there and eats his food on

4 plantain leaf as a vow, For the demon mask, either a Malayali mapician
.or a true Ajjala Palya is sent for, and the ceremony is performed in the

courtyard of the house owner. Demon masks dre performed in the name of
one or two of the flve demons, Bhamundi, Kallugutti, Panjurli, Gulika and
Goraka. - The details of the ceremony are the same as those described for
the exorcism of the ancestral spirits, The food of the performer in trance

. is called Kuli Barani. The liberation of the soul is thus effected.. The

demon:that has thus committed the theft heps to leave the soul free. In
the event ~,of ,"his refusal, the performer throws a handful of rice on the
member of the house standing near him, and thus transfers the spirit to
him, The spirit alights on his back, when ‘he folls in a swoon, and is

soon carried away by others into the house. The final act of a demon
.tnark is the decapitation of pigs in front of the so called kuzhikota or
demon abode: It may be near to or far away from the house or village.
‘Fowls are sacrificed upon it.  One pip suffices for house affair, but several
pids are required when a whole village is involved. ' The heads are iven

to the performers, and the trunks supply. the house or village diviner. .

Festivals: (1) Huttari

The Huttai is the feast of first fruitss The name s sald to be
derived fromt the Malayalam 'pudiyari', of new riee, It securs at full moon
at the end of November or behinning of December. After various preli-
minary ceremonies, the person chosen to cut the first sheaves Boes at
sunset to the flelds in procession - with a lighted torch in a dish of rice
carried before him. He has a sickle in one hand and a bamboo bottle of

fresh milk in the other. He cuts the sheaf-and distributes the stalk to those

present, und puts some into the milk, This is carried in'procession to the
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house, the people shouting. *‘ Poli, poli, Deva'’, that is, ** Incresse, increase,
O God,” followed by a blast of the shrill Coorg, brass horn. Itis truly a
national and thankspiving feast entirely uninfluenced by Brahmanism. It
lasts for seven days. It bepins with villape rejoicings and extends to Nad
or district gatherings, and ends every day with the peculiar cane dance of
the men and boys to the tune of the most melancholy and mornotonous
sound of horns, drums and songs. Other dames vary the proceedings, but
the most interesting, part is always the champion fight in playful dance,
which often ends in a general skirmish in which the canes are freely used.

(2) Kaylmurtha

The Kaylmurtha is the festival of arms celebrated by the youths
and men of Coorp somectime in Aupust. When the hard labours of
plouphing, sowing, and transplanting of rice are over, a break in the
monsoon spreads its bright lizht and sunny warmth over the hills and
dales, forests and fields in Coorp, when a holiday is most welcome. The
Takka of the grama calls some respectable men to accorapany him to the

astrologer's home. They ,ascertain the most propitious day for the
celebration of the festival, '

0

On the morning of the joyous day, the whole atmoury of the house
1s placel in the verandah, yun and spear, bow and arrow, sword and knife,

Some of the yound men sit down to burnish the familiar weapons. Whett -

this is done, they are carried toa room or central hall, where they are
placed in a corner. When the auspicious moment arrives incense is bupnt
before the weapons, sandal paste is dotted on them in profusion, and a show
offering, Nivedya, is offerel to them and the idols. As soon as the
festival is over, the whole house sits down to dinner. The men then
proceed with their arms to the village reen, uru-mandi, to spend the
afternoon in shooting at a mark and in athletic sports. The followinp day
13 devoted to a hunt in the forest belonging to the villape. This is followed
by a great hunt of the whole Nadu. It is a repetition of the village hunt
on a larger scale, Whatever game is obtained, the man who killed the
animal receives a hind quarter and the head. The rest Boes to the company,
The Kaylmurtha is the most glorious of all festivities to the youny Coords,

- and the popular sond of the Coorp mountaineer does full justice to this
sentiment,

(3) Bhagavathi Feast

The Bhagavathi feast ltas been introduced by the Tulu Brahmins.
It takes place two months preceding the tmonscons It is connected with
demoniacal possessions, and extends over nite days. Tantri Brehiuins,
Coorgs and Holeyas have their share in the feast, and votaries disport
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themselves in their orgies in as noisy a manner as the Ajjala Palyas. The .
chief object of the feast is the collection of votive offerings to Tantri
Brahmins who are an object of dread to the Coords.

(4) Devasthana

The Coorg Devasthanas are rude village shrines of mud walls and
thatched roof within a gloomy prove. The only ones deserving notice are
those at Bhapamandala, Palar, Irupu and Omkareswara Devasthana at Mer-
cara, the latter of which is built in the same Moorish style as the Rajas’ tombs.
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"THE principal occupation of the Coorgs is ariculture. Wet land culti-
vation predominates, but cultivation in dry and high lands is also made for
the maintenance of larpe united families with numerous dependents.
Apriculture is of a rude type and is similar to that prevailing in other parts
of India, It is a system of rural economy formed at a remote period and
transmitted for ages unchanged. Wedded to primitive modes of cultivation,
the Coory views with disapprobation any attempts at innovation. The
industry of the people of the Highlands is confined exclusively to rice. The
narrow valleys between the hiph Brounds are very productive. The
apricultural implements are of a rude type. And yet the yield has
furnished an unfailing supply from ancient times both for consumption and
for export to Malabar, Wherever practicable, the valleys have _been
formed into flat terraces for cultivation,

The agricultural year begins about the middle of April. With tha
onset of the first showers in April or May, the plouphing cothmences. On
an auspicious day before sunrise, the house lamp, Talisakki-baleke (dish-rice-
lamp) which plays a conspicuous role on all festive occasions, is lighted in
the inner verandah, the members of the family assemble and invoke the
blessings of their ancestors and Kavéri Amma. The youns men make
obeisance to their patents and elders and drive a pair of bullocks to the paddy
flelds, where they turn the heads of them to the east, The landlord now
offers coconuts and plantains, rice and milk to the presiding deity of his Nad
and lifting up his hands to the risind sun, he invokes his blessings. The
gzen dre yoked and three furrows are ploudhed, when he takes a clod to the
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granary, and offers his prayers to Siva to prant him an increase of one
hundred times. From 6 to 10 in the morning the ploughing is continued in
the fields and turned two or three times. Then the borders are trimmed,
the channels are cleaned, and the little banks repaired to regulate water.

Regulated by the monsoon rain, the rice-transplanting takes place during
July and Aupust, The women covered with gorakas, which rest on the head
and protect the whole body, pull out the plants from the nursery and tie
them in small bundles which are collected in one spot. Meanwhile, the
submerped fields are repeatedly plouphed and levelled, till the soil becomes
as soft as treacle. All the members of the family standingin a line knee deep
in the muddy fields bepin the transplanting. The bundles are conveniently
deposited in the fleld, and each man takes a handful of plants at a time into
his left hand, and presses into the mud with reat rapidity seven or eight
seedlings todether, keepin® a repular interval of six inches. Before the
cormpletion of the lardest ficld, an open space of about ten feet wide is left
throughout the whole length. This is the Coorg race-pround, offering good
sport which greatly enlivens their monotonous work., From the men
engaped in work, fifteen are selected for the race on 100 butties of land,
Wearin a pair of short drawers they are eaper for the run for which their
strond legs qualify them, The signal is 3iven and away they scramble,
plunge, and stagder in deep mud, roars of laudhter preetin® the unfortunate
persons who sink in.  Havin} reached the opposite bank, they return in the
same way strudpling to the winnind post. Four or ive only win the race.
The first-comer is rewarded with a piece of cloth, the second with a bunch
of plantains, the third with a jack-fruit, the fourth with & bunch of
oranges, and the fifth with parched rice. When all the flelds are planted,
a feast is given by the landlord.

As a protection adainst the evil eye, some half-burnt bamboos abonit
six feet lond are erected in a line throuph the middle of the flelds. ‘It is
now the farmer’s business to repulate the water supply of each field, and to
B11 up the holes made by crabs in the embankments. The weeding is then
attended to und failures replanted. At the end of October, when the ears
of corn ure fully out, small huts on high posts are erected, one for every
hundred butties, for the watchtman who gusrds the crop apainst wild
animals and at times fires a Bun to scare them away, In November and
December the paddy ripens, and the feast of the first fruits or Huttsriis
celebrated, after which the paddy may be reaped. The water is drained off
the flelds. The paddy is then cut flown with 1 sickle close to the Bround
and then spread out to dry, After six or eipht days it is bound inte sheaves,
carried home, and stacked in a heap, the ears turned inside, - In January of
February, chiefly in moonlit nights, the sheaves are taken to the threshing
floor, spread round & stone pillar in the middle, and trod out by bullocks and

i
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buffaloes, when the paddy is winnowed, The hest quality is reserved for
sead and the rest stored for consumption or sale.

Cardamom Cultivation

The cultivation of cardamoms was formerly second in importance to
that of rice, and a fine cardamom jungle at an elevation of 3,000 to 5,000
feet was reparded as a preat asset. Cardamom Zrows in everdreen jungle at
an elevation of 3,000 to 5,000 feet, but it requires subdued light for its
arowth. This is obtained by the fellin of trees which let in light. February
or March is the time for this, and the shaking of the round causes the
young plants to shoot up in three months. The capsules appear in the
third year, and ripen in September or October, when the crop is pathered.
A 3ood crop is pathered for seven years, when the fellin of another bip
tree is needed to reinvigorate them. In the time of the Coorg Rajas,
cardamoms were a Government monopoly. Now the jun3les are held from
the State on a lease of ten years.

Coffee Cultivation

The cultivation of coffee is another great industry in Coorg. It was
first introduced by the Moplas, and the Coorgs borrowed it fron them, It
became a popular industry which effected 3reat changes in their economic
life. But the depression which has since followed led to the abandonment
of many estates and to renewed interest in rice cultivation,

Fruit Cultivation

‘ Of fruit trees, plantains and oranpes are common all over Coord,
Coorp orandes are famous. The best variety is the luscious loose jacket, so
called because the rind of the ripe fruit is almost detached from the pulp.
Pineapples, pomeprantes, and jack fruit are abundant.,

Honey and Wax

Honey and wax are of great importance to the Coords. The latter is
one of their articles for sale and export. The native bees are rather small,
dark brown or black. Most swarms live in hollow trees or amonp rocks.
But tht Coorgs make hives, put them near the old swarms and wash them
mside with honey in the hope that new swarms will settle in them. Such
swarms belong to the maker of the hive, vhile other swarms belon3 to the
finder. The hives are made in hollowed logs loosely fitting in set ends, They
are usually three to five fest longand aboutone foot in diameter. They
are laid horizontally in the forks of trees often as much as 20 feet from the
stound. This is to protect the swarm from animals. To obtain the honey
and wax, the swarm is first stupefied with smoke from torches. The end of the
‘zomb is then fried out and all the comb is then removed at once destroyin



214 THE INDIAN GEOGRAPHICAL JOURNAL

Dress "

The principal dress of a Coord consists of a lond coat of dark coloured
cloth open in front and reachqnd below the knees. The sleeves end below the
elbow and show the arms of & white shirt which is penerally of the English
pattern. This is folded across and confined at the waist by a vred or blue
airdle wound several times round and round, and knotted at the left front,
On the right front, the Coory short knife is stuck to the pirdle having an
ivory or silver handle, and fastened with silver chains. The lare broad-bla.
ded waist knife (odikathi)is very rarely worn, Its place is at the back, where
it is carried in a brass clasp with its point directed towards the left shoul-
der. Like the kukri of the Gurkhas, it was a formidable weapon in hand-
to-hand fighting, It is now used as a test of skill and strenpth on festive
occasions, as when a bridegroom is expected to cut through the trunk of a
plantain tree at one stroke. Their head-dress is a red kerchief or the beauti-
ful fashioned turban, rather flat and large at top and coverin® a portion
of the back of the neck. They are found in all shades of complexion, and
when dressed in & costume they look very arand. The officers and students
have now taken to the European style of dress in preference to their own,

The women are more conservative in their dress. It consists of a
white or light blue cotton jacket with lon3 sleeves fitting tight and close up
to the neck.- The skirt is white muslin or blue cotton stuff wrapped
several times round and tied at the waist by a string. One end is brought
over the bosom and knotted on the right shoulder, To Bive usefulnessto the
skirt, the other end is arranped into folds, which, contrary to the fashion of
Hindu women, are gathered behind. The head is covered with a white
muslin and coloured kerchief, one end of which encircles the forehead, and
the four corners are joined todether at the back, allowinp the ends to fall
over the shoulders. '

Ornaments

The richness of the ornaments worn by a woman is the criterion to
judge the status of a Coory family. Glass, silver or 3old bracelets are worn

round their wrists. Their necks are adorned with chains of coral, pearls,

or 3old, from which are suspended old Portupuese coins. They have
ornaments for the nose and the rims of the ears, They wear 3old rings or
rings set with precious stones, and silver ones are worn on the toes. These
are similar to those of Hindu women,. The bridal dress adds to all this
finery a many-coloured shawl which covers the body, and in the absence of

a kerchief, 3olden hair ornaments, chourigubbi are worn, Coorg women are-

skilful in embroidery work, with which they adorn their white kerchief
and the séams and corners of the men’s white cotton dress, They use red
marking cotton and their patterns are very compliceted and elepant, and
are equally visible on both sides of the dress.
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) Martial Spirit

The Coorgs have earned a high reputation for their martial prowess.
In the words of Lt, Conner, they may be said to be armed from their
childhood and the martial spirit is inculcated from the bepinning of a man's
life. War and apriculture seem their twin natural pursuits, and no harm
arises from this happy combination of soldier and husbandman. They show
no trace of the savage disposition which often characterises the martial class,
They resemble the Nayars in some respects. Both are devoted to arms.
Both are characterised by a pallant spirit of penerosity and delicate senti-
ments of honour, The feelings which attach the highlander to the
mountains and that fondness for their country which distinguishes subjects
of small States are observed among the Coorgs.

Physical and Mental Characters

The Coors are a hardy race. They have given proof of being brave
soldiers and were much dreaded for their flerce intrepedity in encounters
with their enemies. Military officers have commended their fitness for the
formation of repiments, They are tall, muscular, broad-chested, stronj
limbed, and swift footed. Their colour is liphter than might be expected in
this latitude, Their features are repular, often distinguished by an aquiline
nose, and finely chiselled lips, set off by a well trimmed moustache.
Accordin to Holland, the Coor3 is taller than the Yerava, has a finer nose,
a larger head with a distinct tendency to brachycephalism, and a more
perfact approach to orthopnathism, Apart from anthropometric results,
we have the contrast of colour between the fair (light brown) Coor3 and the
very dark skinned Yerava. The hair of the former is straight, while that
of the Yerava is distinctly wavy, and the broad nose of the latter is
accompanied by thick, slightly everted lips, The Coords and the Yeravas
belony to two distinet ethnic types. The maximum, the minimum, and the
averade stature, cephalic and nasal tndices are Biven below ;

Stature Cephalic Index Nasal Index

Male Female  Male Bemale  Male Female

Max. 1845 166.0 90,7 93,2 100.0 74.0
Min, 149.1 131.5 66,5 709 46,3 50.9
Avp, 167.1 ’ 1512 80.6 829 ©5.2 60.3

The intellectual and moral faculties of the Coords have been for apes
dofmant for want of opportunities, Consequently they have been observed
to be i3norant and superstitious in common with people of lower cultures,
The march of civilization during the last 50 years has brought considerable
improvement, Enalish schools for boys and girls have been started in
important centras. It has been found thet Coord students sre by ng means
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the colony, A large wooden bowl of special typeis used for collecting
the honey. Another method of pathering honey is to take a number
of pots with small holes, the inside of which are either washed
with honey or rubbed with beeswax, These pots are placed in the forest
at a distance from their homes. Bees are pathered and form a colony in
each pot. The inmates of the house 3o there at night. cover them with
a kerchief, bring them home, and place them conveniently on a'plank five
feet from the floor, and allow them to remain until the comb is developed,
When honey 1s finally fathered by pressing, it is strained through cloth,
and preserved in vessels bafore being used, After the honey is pressed out,
the residue is boiled and strained to collect wax which is poured in shallow
vessels where it hecomes solidified, It is then sent to the market for sale,

Hunting and Fishing

The Coorgs have been skilful huntars, and still keep up their hunt.
in habits, Their chief weapons were the Bun and the bip knife in
addition to the small handy waist knife. They no lonper use the bow and
arrow, or the sling. The long matchlock sun has gore out of uses and the
wealthier Coorgs are now equipped with English puns and rifles of the best
kind. The b broad-bladed curved Coory knife, odikathi, is a most
formidable weapon in a hand-to-hand fight. The bulk of them hunt partly
for sport, and partly to supplement their vepetable diet. Pigs are coursed
with dods, broupht to bay, and killed with spears, which are short, heavy,
and broad in the blade, or with ordinary fighting spears. Old boars fight
fiercely, and hunters are sometimes wounded or killed. Most animals are
trapped. When they 3o hunting in a party, they have do3s which are
set on trackin®. When they bark, and the hunters approach, the animal

is disturbed. It tries to run away or charpes them. In the latter case they
aim at the animal with uns and kill it.

In their spare moments the Coorgs fish in streams, rivers and tanks,
They use nets, The ordinary one is the thaduvala which is spread across
the stream to prevent fish from escaping. At a distance of about a furlonp,
they spread another net so as to drive the fish within the net. When the
nets are brought closer, many fish are caught by hand. They use also

another net known as beesvala by which they catch fish by shooting and
throwing baits.

Dietary

The Coorps have an_abundant variety of food materials. They eat
pigs and doats. Their chief article of food is rice, and on festive oceasions
cakes and sweetmeats are prepared. Farthenware vessels are used. Their
kitchens are remarkable for the cleanliness of thejr cooking vessels in use

.
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which are in charde of the cook. Like their Hindu sisters, the Coors women
attend on elderly members before they take mesals. Before se'rvmg the
meals, alittle of the ‘cooked food is pﬂ‘erecl to the family deity at the
Kanni-kombare, They take an early breakfast of rice seasoned with curds
und pickles. A substantial meal is taken .at noon with rice and curry.

. At 3 p.m. kanji is apain taken, and in the evening a hearty meal of boiled

gice with vepetable and meat curry. and other condiments. Toddy tapped
from the bastard sapo palm, arrack and a kind of beer made of fermented
vice, brandy are the usual beverages, Of late European liquors have become
common beverades at festivities.

Coorg Hospitality

The Coorp women deserve much for their industry. They rise very
early, clean the kitchen, and do all kinds of work. They bear the
brunt of the labour on the farm, The men plouph the fields, transplant,
and reap the rice, The women carry the manure, pluck weeds and clean
the paddy. The men do no menial work. They leave that to women and
servants, and enjoy a dignified repose chewing betel and ossiping. Some
are expert tailors, Others with 3un on shoulder wander through the
jungle in search of pame,

~The Coords are noted for their hospitality and they enjoy visits from
friends and relations. Should a male uest arrive, the men of the house
meet him at the kayale and exchange 3reetings. The method of doing so is
by both sexes slike and is very charming. The salutant being always the
younaer, stoops down, and touches the feet of the other who rests his head
on the person concerned and blesses him. Meanwhile, the cook has spread
a mat or carpet on the verandah bench, where he rests after washing his
feet, He is then served with a chew, and later on with a meal, after
which is discussed the special business of his visit. On his return, he pays
his parting salutation in the above manner to the old men and women of

the house, and the young men accompany him for some distance and take

leave of him in the same manner.

... When s female guest arrives, the cook or any other woman of the
household meets her with a vessel of water and after saluting takes the
karchief from the 3uest's head and conducts her into the inner hall where
shais received by the women, who enter into a free snd. hearty flow of
+conversation without any formalities. ' On leaving the house, the Buest's
kerchief is returned to her and an old man of the house with one or twe
women accompany her some! distance. These visits of women ™ are never
made .without the knowledde of their husbands,
accompanied by some old man or female servant,
8

and they are slways
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backward in intellectual briphtness and acquisitiveness. They have a high
standard of morality in common with their brethren in other parts of
India,
Language

Richter believes that there is a close relationship between the Kodagu
and other Dravidian languages ; but beind neither cultivated beyond its
colloquial use, nor possessing any original literature, it hardly deserves the
distinction of being elevated into a special Dravidian language, as Bishop
Caldwell does. It may be considered a more local dialect.

Conclusion

The Coorps numbered 41,026 in the Census of 1931, 20,752 being males
and 20,274 females. Their mode of life and pride of race impart to their
whole bearing an air . of manly independence and dignified self-assertion,
well sustained by their peculiar and picturesque costume. In the words of
Sir Erskine Perry they are by far the finest race he has seen in India in

point of independent bearind, Bood looks, and all the outward signs of
well-being,

B
- '
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AMMA GPORG

THE Amma Coorgs belon3 to the indigenous priesthood of Coorg, They
numbered 666 in the Census of 1931,-336 being males and 330 females, Theijr
common nameis Amma Kodaga, which would naturally sifnify Coorgs
devoted to the worship of Amma or the Boddess of the chief river of the
country, the Cauvery., The Brahmans invented a mythical origin which is
not in accord with the Cauvery Purana.

As reward for his austerities the sage Kaverg,
daughter, Kaveri, who was proposed to be given in m
another sade who resided on the Brahmagiris, Kaver
proposal. ‘She assumed the shape of & river and fled from the mountajn.
Agastya in hot pursuit overtook her at Kadianad angd persuaded her to
submit their dispute to the arbitration of their friends, They called thres
families of Amma Kodagas and six of Coorgs, The former sided with

was blessed with a
arriage to Aastya,
1did not sceept the

~

Tree Worship

Huttari Festival
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Apastya and the latter with Kaveri, The Amma Kodagas decided that
Kaveri should not be allowed to 30. The Coords said that a woman should
not be forced to marry apainst her will. This provoked Apastya, who
pronounced a curse that the Zeneration of Coorgs should become
less, that their women should not tie their Barments in front, that
the sown rice should not row, and that their cows should not give milk,
But Kaveri Amma who was the patroness of the Coorps counteracted the
curse as well as she could, and said, ** The Coorgs shall increase, but the
Amma Coords decrease, the Coord, women shall tie their parments behind ;
the sown paddy shall be transplanted, the cows shall be milked after the
calves have drunk”. So saying, she tried to escape and on bein3 held by
Agastya by the border of her garment, she turned to the right and flowed
rapidly away, Hence the place where this occurred is called Balamuri (turne
in3 to the right). A linga was erected at the spot by the Brahmans. It is
yearly visited in the month of November at the time cf the Kaver; feast
by Coords and others, who bathe in the river. Dodda Vira Rejendrar built
here a rest-house, which, though built a century ago, is in tolerable presers
vation. Nothing more is known about the real history of the Amma Coords,
but a few facts may be Biven as evidence that they are the remains of an
ancient priesthood.

The Amma Coors observe in common with the Coorps the reat fes-
tivals of the country, and act as priests. They dress like Coor2s and at the
same time wear the holy thread. It seems that they incliried towards the
professed patronage of the Brahmans and that they 3radually dropped into
brahmanieal habits of life and thought, A Bood many now wear the holy
thread, and all profess to abstain from meatdand fermented liquors. The
teturn to Brahman initiation and dress was broupht about by a Haviga
Brahman whose family exercised spiritusl influence over the Amma Kodages.

" They are still unlettered. There is a traditiom cusrrent amony them that in

former times pne half of Coor3 belonged to the Ammas, and the rest to the
Coorgs. The Ammas by virtus of their priesthood held their land free of
tent. Their lands are even now very lightly taxed, '

Internal Structure

The Amma Cootas form a hompBeneous-tommunity, Thete ate two
Botras amond them, the Baradwaja Botra and Viswamitra gotra. They
marry within the same potra, B

Matriage Custoxhs and. demmonies

The Amma Coords do not intermarry with the Coors, but the
separation may be of recent origin, Marringe settlement is made only
sfter the apreement of horoscopes. The yound man’s father, uncle, and

'
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other close relations assemble, when coconuts, plantains, und betel leaves
are handed to the bride in token of settlement, The auspicious day for
celebration js fixed to send invitations to the relatives on both sides. Th.e
dress and ornaments to be given to the bride are also settlel, The prelimi-
nary formalities that are done throuph are:—

1. The boy’s party poing to the house of the bride.
2. Their welcome with refreshments,
3, Nischithambulam.

The essential formalities are mukadarsana, and garlanding and
panigrakana, tali-tyin®, presenting the bride with the wedding dress
and ornaments, and feasting. There is no homam as amony the Coords,
but there exists the cutting of plantains in common with the Coorgs. On
the arrival of the bride at the brideproom’s house, she puts rice on the
lamp. On the third day they bathe, and celebrate the sobhanaprasta, if
the 3irl has attained puberty already.

Pregnancy and Childbirth

When a 3irl becomes pregnant, pumsavana and simantha are perfor-
med. When she is about to become a mother, she is confined to a separate
roomt, Her mother or some aged woman acts as midwife. Pollution lasts for
eleven days after which she bathes to become pure. Butitis only after
40 days that panga puja is performed, when she bathes and becomes pure.
Only then can she enter the kitchen. Cradling the baby takes place on the
eleventh day. The naming ceremony takes place the same day.

-

Disposal of the Dead

The Amma Cooras used to bury the dead which is now being abane
doned. Pollution lasts for ten days.

Occupation

The Amma CoorBs are apriculturists. They do all agricultural
operations, ploughing, sowing and harvesting, Both men and women work.

Conclusion

The Amma Coords follow the Coorgs ih point of inheritance, They
worship the Hindu deities and observe Hindu holidays. * They are inferios
to the Coors in physical appearancerand strength of body., They sre tiow
tryind to improve their condition. They are strict veBetarians. They
marry within the same gothz  This may eventually hasten their extinetion.

BANT

THE Bants (Bunts) area sect peculiar to Tulluva and form the principal
body of cultivators or landlords. In Tulu, the word Bant signifies a power-
ful man, asoldier, They formed a military class like the Nayars of
Malabar, With the end of the first world war, they have becomea land-
ownin3 and cultivating class. Barring the Billavas or toddy drawers, they
are the most numerous community in Soutli Canara. Most of them are
Hindus, but a thousand of them are Jains. In Coord, they numbered 1,369
at the Census of 1931, 872 being males and 497 females. In spite of
their adherence to Hinduism or Jainism, all continue to follow the demon
worship of the early Dravidians, much of which is absorbed in Hinduism,

Origin

The origin and early history of the Bants'is veiled in obscurity.
During the early centuries of the Christian era, the Tulluvas must have
had kings, who were sometimes independent, sometimes feudatories or over-
lords, such as the Pallavas, the early Kadambas, the Western Chalukyas,
the Kalchurins, and the Hayasala Vettalas. This points to frequent
opportunities for fighting, which would account for an important class of
the population bein3 called Bant or warrior. In fact they became the
owners of land which did not fall to the share of the priestly class,
Ancient inscriptions speak of Tulluva kings whose inscription found
at Kalasa date from as early as the 12th century, and who may have
exercised power throuphout Tuluva or "the greater part of it, When
the Vijayanagar dynasty became supreme in Canara in 1336, there were
then a number of chiefs among the Bants who were powerful. The
numerous titles prevailing among the Bants and Jains and the local
dignities known as pattom and gadi point to the existence of a number of
more or less powerful local chieftains, The system peculiar to the west
coast under which property vests in females and is managed by the seniors
of the family was also favourable to the continuance of landed properties,

Internal Structure
The Bants have exogamous sub-divisions :
1. Nasadika Bants who are ordinary Bants.
2. Nadava or Nad Bants who speak Canarese,
3. Parivadra Bants who do not follow the matriarchal form of
inheritance. '
4, The Jain Bants.

Marriade is generally confined within the 3roup. Instances of inter-
marriages between Nasadika and Nad Bants have recently cccurred. Thete
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are twenty exopamous clans corresponding to Brahman 3otras except that
they are traced in the female line. Children belon3 to the clan of the
mother. A man cannot marry his father's brother's daughter thouph she
belongs to a diffevent clan,

Marriage Customs and Ceremonies

The Bants appear to be more advanced than the Nayars, The taliketty
kalyanam which once prevailed amond the latter is unknown amon3 the
Bants. A wife leaves her house after ape and resides with her huabaf\d,
unless she occupies a senior position to manade the affairs of her family.
Infant marriage is not prohibited, though marriape is generally adult.

There are two forms of marriage. One is known as Kaidari which is
performed between bachelors and virgins, and the other Budhare, between
widows and widowers. After the match is decided, the formal betro?hal
called Ponnapathiru takes place. The brideproom’s friends and rela'tmns
proceed in a body to the bride's house and are entertained at & 3rand dinner
to which the bride's relatives are bidden. Subsequently the Karnavans of
the two families formally enage to perform the marriage, and plates of
betel and nut are partaken of by both parties,

The actual marriage ceremony is performed in the house of the bride
or brideproom as may be convenient. The proceedings begin with the bride-
aroom seatind himself in the pandal. He is then shaved by the villaﬁg
barber, He then retires and bathes. This done, both he and the bride are con-
ducted io the pandal by their relations or sometimes by the village headman.
They walk three times round the seat and then sit down side by side. Thg
essential and binding part of the ceremony called dhare then takes place.
The right hand of the bride beinp placed on the right hand of the bnde-
groom, a silver vessel which is filled with water with a coconut over thg
mouth and the flower of an areca palm on the coconut is placed on the
joined hands. The parents of the two families, and the v'illage headman,
touch the vessel, which with the hands of the bridal pair is moved up and
down three times. In some families, the water is poured from the vessel
into the united hands of the couple, and this betokens the #ift of the bride.
It still survives in the marriafe ceremonies of various castes, and the name
of the Bant ceremony shows that it must have been universal amon® them.
The conjupal pair receive the conpratulations of the puests who express a
wish that the happy couple may become the parents of twelve sons and
twelve dauphters. An empty plate and another containing rice are next
placed before the pair, and their friends sprinkle rice from the one and
place a ift of four annas penerally in the other. The brideproom makes a
pift to the bride, This is called tirtochi, and varies in amount with the
* position of the parties. This must be returned to the hushand if the wife
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leaves him, or if she is divorced for misconduct. The bride is taken back
to her home. A few days later, she is apain taken to the bridegroom's
house and she must serve her husband with food. He makes another money
present to her, and after that the marriade is consummated.

Widow Marriage

"~ Widows are allowed to remarry with much less formality. The
ceremony consists simaply of joining the hands of the couple. Althouh all
widows are allowed to remarry, only the young do so.

Inheritance

Inheritance is in the female line among sall but the Pariwar Bants and
a few Jains. Itis a relic of bygone days when the nilitary followers of
conguering invaders or local chiefs married women of the landowning classes
and the most important male members of the family were usually absent in
camp or in court, when the women remained in the family house on the
estate and managed the farms. The titles and pattoms were always held by
the male members. But as they 3o with the landed property, they devolve
on the sister’s son of the deceased holder, whence has arisen the name
Aliyasantan which means sister's lineage. This line of descent is not chosen
because the real father is equivocal, but it would appear to be in ¢onsonance
with immemorial custom, and the usage presents a strikind example of the
potent influence of manners and prejudice over opinion and feelings,

The Bants burn their dead. The funeral pile consists of mango wood
as among the Nayars, The ceremonies take place on the ninth day, when
people are fed in lare numbers. Once a year, generally in Oectober, the
ancestor spirits are propitiated. The ceremony is called Ajila,

The Bants do not object to the use of animal food except cow's flesh,
but the headman of the family amonp the Bellalas abstains from flesh eating.
They have no intermarriage with the ordinary Bants, The Jain Bants are
pure vedetarians and they abstain from alooholic liguors, the consumption
of which is permitted amonp the Bants, All take three meals a day, = little
kanji in the morning, dinner at noon, and supper at nizhty '

The Bants are fond of outdoor sports. Football and buffalo racing are
amond their favourite amusements, but the most popular of all is cock-fight-
ings Every Bant who is not a Jain takes an interest in cock-fighting and large
assemblages of cocks are found at every festival.throughout South Canars,

9 . -
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The Bants are a fine stalwart race with sturdy independence of man-
ners and the fair complexion common on the west coast. Accordiny to
Logan, both men and women are amonst the comeliest of the Asiatic races,

‘hav'mg high foreheads and well turned aquiline noses. Their mean cephalic
index is 78 and nasal index 72.2.

Conclusion

The Bants are industrious, well-to-do ryots who also enpage in verious
trading speculations and learned professions. They are of simple manners,
and are diligent and persevering. They are agriculturists, They have not
till recently availed themselves of the benefits of Western culture and very

few are in Governwment service, They consider themselves superior to the
Coorgs, with whom they have no social service.
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GAUDA

THE Gaudas form a large caste of Canarese cultivators, They are called
Tulu Gaudas and are chiefly from the Tulu community, They are largely
found in Padinalkanad end Yedanalkanad taluks, especially alonp the
Coor-Canara boundary. They numbered 14,016 at the Census of 1931,
7,388 being males and 6,628 bein3 females.

Internal Structure

The Gaudas belong to 18 balis or clans. Bangara, Nandara, Malasuy,
Salu, Hemmana, Kabru, and Gali are some of the clans. Members of the
same clan cannot intermarrys

Marriage Customs

Marriage is enerally adult, The dhare form of marriage is adopted

but the bridal pair hold in their joint hands five betel leaves, one arecenut'
and four annas, and after the water has been poured, the bride3room ties thc'
tali to the neck of the bride. Divorce is freely allowed.

Widow Marriage

Widows are allowed to remarry. One with children must matry only
her husband’s elder brother, If she marries anyone else, the members of
her former husband’s family will not drink water touched by her,
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Social Organization

The Gaudas have an elaborate social ordanization. In every village
there are two headmen, the Grama Gauda and the Gottu Gauda. To every
eipht or nine villages, there is another head called Kattumanne Yava. It is
their duty to settle all trade disputes and punish the delinquents with fine
or excommunication,

Funeral Ceremonies

The dead are penerally cremated., On the third day, the ashes are
collected and made into the form of a man, cut into two, buried,
and a8 mound made overit. In the house two planks are placed and
covered with a cloth. On one is placed a vessel containing milk,
and on the other a lamp, coconut, rice, and pumpkin. The anates
and some boys 3o round the planks thrice and then 3o to the mound
taking with them various articles in a piece of cloth. Three plantain
leaves are placed in front of the mound and cooked food is placed on
them., Four posts are set up round the mound and clothes spread over
them and placed round the sides. On the 16th day, 16 leaves are laid in a
row snd one leaf is laid apart, Cakes, cooked fowl's flesh, toddy, and
arrack are placed on the leaf in leafy cups. The assembled agnates then
say, " We have done everything as we should do, and so our ancestors who
have died before must take the man who is now dead.”

Religion -

The Gaudas offer worship to Venkataramana Swami to whom they
make offerinds once a year in September. They employ Brahmans to aive
them sanctified water and prasadam to be free from pollution. Once a year,
in June or July, they perform a ceremony for ancestor worship,

Occupation

The Gaudas are mostly farmers and a few are day labourers. The
latter receive two to four seers of paddy as Wages,

Sociat | Status

The Gaudas wear the Coord dress, and thosein North Coord ate thast
anxious to pass off as Coorgs and affect their customs. The Coorgs are
reluctant to admit them into their community and look down upon them
as their inferiorss :
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HEGGADE

The Heppades are ummiprant cultivators from Malabar. They are
found all over the province, but especially in Yedanalkanad and P (31’ 1
kanad. Like the Gaudas they conform to Coory customs, but th: g
excluded from the Coorgs in whose presence they are allowe’d to sit ); o
the floor, while the former sit on a chair. They must keep some Zzz;:c:

from the Coorps while mixing with them on festi .
? estive occasions,
food prepared by the Coorgs. ons, They eat

LIN AYAT

The Lingayats are found abtve the Ghats in Coor. They numbered
5,068 in 1931, The Coor Rajas belonped to this sect. The yarum' ;e
cultivators or merchants and are more distinpuished for :31\1'2>(wdne elt"e“;
activity in the latter than perseverance or industry in the formeress'r;n .
are strict Saivites and they abstain from animal food and into‘xicatiig

§ . They b 1 . :
81;;\::?1:“‘ ey bury their dead, They talk Kannada and style themselves

VOKKALIGA

The Vokkalipas are the proprietary apriculturists of Coord, The
ancestors of this sect were brought from the Napar frontier of Mys'ore b
Dodda Vira Rajendra, who Branted them lands for cultivation at a low ren:,
Fifty families are supposed to have composed the body of immigrants Th.
term Vokkaliga means one who belon3s to the same class as the cultivato ;
of ryots, who in South India are the dominant class, but 3o by diﬁ’ere::

names in different countries, They numbered 7,948 in 1 :
males and 3,713 females, ‘ o 1931, 4,233 being

In their mode of life and dress they conform tothe Coords, who neith
eat nor intermarry with them, They adopted the reliion of, the Cmt .
and worshipped Kaveri Amman. As the Coords refused to admit th O?TESV
their families, they reverted to their original Guru at Talkad in i&ny::;o
e

and now consider themselves superior to the Co
! orgs,
Coord lanuade. s, They speak the

BRAHMAN

The climate of Coor3 is not conduci

1 ' ve to the growth of t

pop’ul?tlon- They thrive neither physically, nor socially :1: Bri;\hman

their mte:llectual superiority, Their mental equipment ha' : !;Plte of

for exertion, as most of the appointments are filled by the indaigel:: e .scope
8¢

No Brahman is a native of Coorp. Brahm :
| . ans did i
the Coord Rajas, but they appear to prosper \mdesr éri?i(:sthﬁl;ilf: vo?f!f‘: “t};
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the Coorps themselves, they would have disappeared, as Coory customs
and religious practices have nothing in common with Brahmanism. They
aumbered 1,407 in 1931, 760 being males and 647 females. The Canarese
Brahmans are the largest in number.

The Brahmans are in large demand in Kippatned taluk. They are
required for purifying a house at the birth of a Coor3 child by sprinkling
holy water. At a Coord wedding, they offer prasada and utter a blessing
for which they receive a Bift of money. They are sent for to implore the
deity in case of illness.

The Brahmans who are domiciled in Coorg have succeeded in intro-
ducing Mahadeva and Subramania (Iputtappa), in entirely Brahmanising
the worship of the Kaveri, in having temples erected and idols set up, in
spreading puranic tales, and in usurpind to some extent the puja at the
places of worship.

MAPILA

The Mapilas are chiefly found in Yedanalkanad and Padinalkanad
taluks. They are the Jescendants of intermarriage between foreipn traders,
Arabs and Persians, and women of the Malabar coast. The same name
has been piven to the children of those who were converted to Islam
during the time of Tippu Sultan. Some were admitted as Jamma ryots by
the Coorp Rajas. They numbered 8,804 at the Census of 1931, 6,051 being
males and 2,753 females-

END
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