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INTERNATIONAL STUDENT SERVICE
REGIONAL CONFERENCE OF SOUTH EAST ASIA

[ The International Student Service Regional Conference of South-East
Asia was held in the Government Banqueting Hall, Madras from June 10th to
16th under the presidency of Dr. Zakir Hussain, Chairmaa of the Indian
Co-operating Committee of the International Student Service. Ten delegates
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from Burma, four from Indonesia, thirty from India, one from Viet N

present.

! ELCOMING the delegates and
visitors Rao Bahadur Dr. B. V.,
Narayanaswami Naidu said

that the Conference had been conven-

ed under the auspices of the Inter-

national Student Service, which was a

non-political organisation striving to

gerve mankind through social and cul-
tural amelioration programmes-objec-
tives which cut across narrow and sec-
tional loyalties—and had brought
together on the same platform three
different Student Organisations in

India, t§e All-Indja Student Congress,

the All-India Muslim Student Federa-

tion and the All-India Students’ Fede-

‘ration. He expressed the hope that

this would serve as a portent of a
happier state of affairs to prevail in
this country.

Proceeding Dr. Narayanaswami
Neaidu said that a faith in theinherent
and ultimate values of life swayed
men to constructive antivity and it was
the young men of the world who were
the vessels of this faith. Fortunate-
ly this constructive spirit might well
be harnessed to constructive ends
without being distracted by any nega-
tive circumstances. Now was the time
to develop all their resources not to
satisfy sectional, denomin@tional or

There were also visitors to the conference from Europ
one from France, three from Czechoslovakia, and one from H
sentatives of the South Indian Teachers’ Union and the C
Union were present as Fraternal Delegates. The followin
of the openiug session of the conference. ]

WELCOME ADDRESS\
By Rao Bamapvr Dr. B, V. NARAYANASWAMY NA

tnd® Repre.
agiite Teachers’

o
even national ambitions but to attain
the maximum human benefit. It had
cost two wars to make them realise
that things material were but a means
of attainivg human happiness., Their
economic system must be informed
with the genuine spirit of human wel-
fare and it justified itself only to the
extent it was animated by that spirit.
This was the motive force of the great
upsurge that they were witnessing
to-day in the Eastern countries. Dr,
Narayanaswamy Naidu pointed out
the need for planned production and
effective redressal of maldistribution,
both in the national and in the inter-
national planes and said that develop-
ment must be conceived in ever-widen-
ing concentric patterns of village,
district, national and world economy
and it required a full and sympathio
understanding of their neighbours and
fellowmen.

After referring to the develop-
ment schemes launched Bythe Madras
Government, Dr. Narayanaswami
Naidu said that Provinces and Gov-
ernments of particular countries had
still a large and even a vital part to
play; but when their vision was
narrowed to theic own individual
objectives, they violated the higher
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4 EDUCATIONAL INDIA

ideals and aspirations of mankind.
The fundamental unity of all mankind,
cutting across colour, race, religion
and climes had to be recognised. It
would be the task of this Conference
to devise concrete measures for knit-
ting together into a grand mosaic the
divergent national patterns. Their

activities were mainly concerned with
relief work to student victims of the
war by providing them with nccossa-
ries of life and amenities for study. He
could assurc them. on hchalf of the
citizens of Madras their generous sym-
pathy for such a noble cause.

OPENING ADDRESS
By Tuz HoxX'sLr Skt OMANDUR P. RAMASWAMI REDDIAR

Opening the Conference, Mr.
Ramaswami Reddiar, TPremicr of
Madras said :

I am glad that you have formed
an organisation for service. It gives
e great pleasure to be asked to
inaugurate this Conference of Inter-
national Students’ Service. The idea
of education and service going together
iIs nothing new in our country. Our
forefathers in various Ashrams and
forests and universities like Nalanda
and Takshasila lived a life of dedi-
cation and service to humanity. They
were not actuated by any motive of
personal profit or aggrandisement, hut
were Imbued with a spirit of service.
The relationship between the Guru
and the Sishya was not regulated by
any idea of payment or any return in
kind. The Guru took his life as a life
of dedication, and tlLe Sishya also
spent his life at the Gurukulam as a
life of preparation for service.

Of late our education has become
commercialised and debased. Our edu-
cation seems to be intended to produce
a class of people who are intent only
upon self-aggrandisement. 1t is not a
spirit  of service that 1s inculeated
among the present generation of stu-
dents. The educated man thinks it hig
right to get the best in the world and
behaves as though others are born in
the world only to serve him. He has
no respect for elders or a faith in the
ultimate good of the world. -Education

based on faith, fear of (od and love
of man, honesty and devotion to
duty should bhe inculeated among our
young people. It is lack of this spirit
which applied in the scientific world
has led to the creation of engines of
destruction opening up very terrifying
prospects for the future world.

It gives me great pleasure to see
that our young people have now tried
to turn the tide of commercialism and
self-aggrandisement in education and
are trying to inculcate a spirit of
service among our young men and
women. It is only such service that
can bridge the gulf between the edu-
cated and uneducated and the towns-
man and the villager. Itis in that
hope and faith that I welcome you
to this gathering and wish God-speed
to your work. But at the same time,
I won’t be doing my duty if I do not
say that I am pained to see that you
students aro also divided like your
leaders on questions of politics. This
life of students is a life of dedication
and preparation for the world,

STUDENTS AND POLITICS

We in the Hast want a lot of
technically trained people equipped to
do research %o rebuild our countries
and raise them to their former glory.
You must bestow your attention on
equipping yourselves for the conditions
of the world. That does n>t mean that
you should take part in the day-to-day

INTERNATIONAL S1UDENT SERVICE &

politics. T see that your Conference ha?
been c:nvened by the Indian Students

Congress, the Students’ Federation
and the Muslim Students’ Federation.
What have students to do with politics?
What I say may not be quite pleasing
to your ears, but I feel it my duty to
warn you against taking sides in day-
to-day political warfare. You must Qf
course study the political situation 1n
our country and the problems facing
the countrymen to equip ourselves t0
be able to serve them to the best of
your ability. It would be a happy
day when the students can have only
one organisation which devotes itself

only to the service of fellow human

beings and are not divided on the basis
of political principles.

Whatever we elders may be it is
up to you, the representatives of the
younger generation, to spread the mes-
sage of love and peace and eschew
hatred and create a better world. I
understand that your aims are to
bring help and succour to a war-torn
world and bring the milk of human
kindness to the sufferers from the
aftermath of war. I can assure you
that you will have the full sympathy
and blessings of the whole humanity
in the noble task. I pray to God that
your endeavours should be crowned
with all success.

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS
Dr. ZAKIR HUSSAIN

Delivering his Presidential address,
Dr. Zakir Hussain welcomed the dele-
gates to the Conference and for the
work of organising fruitful co-opera-
tion of providing relief, of paving t.;he
way for mutual cultural appreciation
and understanding among young Uni-
versity men and for the work .of re-
gearch into the many and complicated
problems which student groups in the
geveral countries must strive to solve,
if they were to fulfil their des:tiny apd
to play their role creditably in the life
of their peoples. He referred to the
cultural and other contacts between
India and the countries of South-East
Asia and observed that ounce again
they must resume their old lfz bours
and renew an immortal fellowship.

Proceeding, Dr. Zakir Hussain
gaid: “The peoples of South-East
Asia and of India are on the threshold
of freedom 1ich with promise. To those
of you who may have been ‘tollowx.ng
the march of events in India during
the last few months it must seem thezt
here brother is thirsting for brother’s
life and there is none to make peace

between them. Yes, these events are
enough to make us all hang our heads
in shame, But I know and wish con-
fidently to assure you, that we .ha,.ve
only been frightened by uncertainties
and our unseamly strife will end as
soon ags we feel ourselves on firmer
ground. India has ever been the land
of peoples trying for adjustments of
cultures evolving a new and, more
satisfying synthesis. Anold plan of
life is yielding place to a new one, and
we are passing through the inevitable
disorders of a basic change. Let us,
therefore, not be disheartened. The
quality of freedom improves with the
price we pay for it. Let us rejoice that
our freedom, our life, will be our own,
the fruit of onr own labour, the desire
of our own hearts.

“ Whatever we did so far was done
with a depressing conviction that the
world and our own countries, our towns
and villages, our homes and institu-
tions did not belong to us, even if they
were ours, that we had no choice but
to take things as they were and leave
them as they were. There was nothing
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for us to create, nothing to add. This
feeling sapped our initiative, killed
whatever urge there was to achieve.
Denied political power we had to wor-
ship political power. We allowed our-
selves to be persuaded that political
values were the only values, that we
must above all possess power to enforce
-ebedience in our own country and res-
pect among other nations. A concep-
tion of narrow nationalism induced us
to ignore the moral aspects of our de-
velopment and the cultivation of the
finer human virtues. Nations that
have power to-day are still t20 deeply
impressed by the resources required to
wage total wars and manufacture of
Atom Bombs. Perhaps ‘they still
imagine that the best use of political
authority is to mobilise all energies
and material resources for the enhan-
cement of power. It isnot for us to
disillusion them and, may be, we shall
have to suffer for their mistakes, But
let us not forget that we stand for a
different way of life, for other values
in politics, for other ideals in personal
and social culture, for a more organic
developruent of humanity and more
enduring achievements. We stand for
a higher and a fuller democracy”.

IMPLICATIONS OF DEMOCRACY

Dr. Zakir Hussain next dealt at
length with the significance and im-
plications of democracy. He pointed
out that democracy in its present
form had come to them from the
West with many undesirable associa-
tions. If they remembered that, it
would make their Democracy a part
of their nature and express itself
not only in the narrow sphere of
political action, but in their culture,
their whole way of life. They would
contribute all that they had and all
‘that they were towards the enrich-
ment of their people’s life and they
would be ashamed to make a small
or unworthy contribution. Others

would follow the example of co-opera-
tion, of understanding and tolerance
which they cstablished and on their
patience and foresight would depend
the future of the people.

In the life which was blossoming
forth in front of them, Dr. Zakir
Huseain said, it was not only political
institutions and political processes
and their implications which would
claim their devoted attention. Politics
was fast becoming a function of
economy and they had great and
complicated problems of economic
reconstruction awaiting solution in all
their countries. ‘““Your function is to
understand the situation, to examine
all the possibilities of improvement
and then to do what your sense of
justice requires you to do. You need
not deliberately creato ill-feeling to
give what are called the masses their
full due. You can be sure that a
desire for co-operation if powerful
enough, can give to each according te
his need and get from each the fullest
contribution he i3 able to make,
without necessarily going through a
prescribed routine of economic evolu-
tion. If you keep an open mind and
insist on giving precedence to the
general as compared to the private
good, the need to catch up with the
technically more advanced nations
will not distress you. If your motive
is the satisfaction of real need and not
the acquisition of their abstract
phantom, private profit, and if your
objective is happiness and not power,
you can fix fairly high standards for
your people and attain them within a
reasonable span of time.”

Proceeding, Dr. Zakir Hussain
said, “Friends, your pre-occupation
with politics and economics during
these your students days will be justi-
fied mainly by your concern for right
education. It has been so ever since
Plato. As those undergoing education

A
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in its higher stages and those destined
to be the intellectual and educational
leaders of your people you can never
be too vigilant about the way edu-
cation is organised in your country.
Good political organisation and a
sound economic system are necessary
to make good education po.ssib]e and
good education is essenm.xl. to the
maintenance of good political and
economic institutions and to ensurs
their steady and healthy growth. You
ghould, therefore, be desperz'xtely in
earnest about how education is shap-
ing in your country.”

Pointing out that every democra-
tic society should organise its educa-
pional work in accordance with the
demands of the axiom of adequacy or
correspondence between the objective
and subjective mind, Dr. Zakir
Hussain said that it would be obvious
to them that they would have to trans-
form their schools from “places of
theoritical intellectual one-sidedness,
into those of practical human many-
sidedness, from centres of mere acquisi-
tion of knowledge to those of its right
use, from places of passive receptivity
into those of creative activity, from
places of individual self-seeking ‘to
places of devotion to social end. The
key-note of University work shpuld be
social responsibility—but social res-
ponsibility freely undertaken and not
under duress. Your influence in the
shaping of educational endeavour in

your country should be exerted on the
side of essentially democratic princi-
ples. From individuality through
their character to personality in tl.le\
service of great ends, doubting in
humanity and believing in humanity
a full harmonious individual develop-
ment and a dedicated life—that,
as I see it, is your road.

Concluding Dr. Zakir Hussain
gaid “On this road we will have many
fellow-travellers some weary and worn,
some who have lost their bearing owing
to the ravages of war. You will help
to reestablish their intellectual centres
and dispel the darkness and the fears.
around them. Co-operation in construc-
tive activity, in service of the highest
human values, wiil be the strength and
inspiration of the cultural relationships
you will form and out of this willgrow
those deep sympathies which are far
stronger links than the transcient
accord of material interest. Your re- -
seareh will be an endeavour to dis-
cover the hidden harmonies bestween
the past and the present. It will be a.
sum total of diverse, ill-assorted pie-
ces of work, but an organic composi-
tion evolved by living minds. All
your plans must have a broad firm
base. You will be artisans who work
not for the day or for their time but
for a limitless future. May you. have
the courage that never fails, the
patience that grows stronger the more
it is tried, the vision that sees and
captures the glorious yet to be.

The Task of the International Student Service

By Dr. M. S. ADISESHIAH, M.A., PH.D.,
Asst. General Secretary, 1.8 8., Geneva.

Speaking on “the Task of Interna-
tionalPStud'ex%t Service ”’ Dr. M. 8. A'd!-
geshiah said that the 1.8S.8S. origi-
nated as a service to the University
on the basis of self-help. Purmg
the 26 years of its existence, it had
been helping students and professors

in Abyssinia, Spain, China, Austria
and Czechoslovakia. To-day it was
at the service of the University which
was facing a crisis. This crisis was
first & material crisis. The devasta-
tion suffered by the Universities of
Indonesia, Viet Nam, Siam and Burma.
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was indescribable. Western Europe
and more especially Eastern Europe
were to-day without food, books,
-equipment, clothing and heating. The
University crisis was also a spiritual
crisis and Universities everywhere
were going through a spiritual trans-
formatvion. Thirdly, the University
crisis was also a cultural crisis. Unless
Universities conquered and used the
radio, the cinema and plastics, they
would cease to be effective culturally.
As a result of the triumph of demo-
cracy, University culture was in
every country becoming popular
culture.  Lastly, Universities were
also facing a pclitical crisis.

It was to serve the Universities
at these levels that the I.8S.S8.
existed with its three-fold programme.
To deal with the area of relief it had
set up an over-all organisation, the
World Student Relief, to which all
student organisations were affiliated.
Through it two million dollars had
been collected during the past year
and large sums spent on food, cloth-
ing, shoes, chemicals, T. B. Sanatoria
and scholarships in Poland, Hungary,
Yugoslavia and Austria. Money had
also been spent in China on students’
canteens, return of Universities to
coastal towns, etc. As a result of the
extension of the I.S.S. programme
to South-East Asia, it would be the
privilege of the 1. S. 8. to extend in
the most effective manner its relief
programme to Indonesia, Viet Nam
.and Burma. This Conference must

decide how this was to be done, for
its decision would determine the
decisions of the Iaternational Confer-
ence at Denmark. The I.S.8. had
also a cultural department through
which it helped the Universitics to
face such problems as the expansion
of University education, democratisa~
tion of science, the access of peasants
and workers to the Universities, the
use of the radio and cinema and the
transformation of University culture
into people’s culture. The whole
object of the cultural programme of
the I. S. S. was to* make the Univer-
sity in every country the true centre
of its national culture. To facilitate
its relief and cultural programme,
the 1. S.S. through its publications,
linked students and professors the
world over in their common search
and fight for better means of life.
“On us assembled here lies the heavy
responsibility for devising and initiat-
ing an I. 8. S. programme of relief
and culture and research adapted
both to the conditions of each of our
countries and to the region as a
whole. Tn this task I am authorised
to bring you the pledge and full
support, help and sympathy from
students and professors from every
other country who desire that students
and Universities of South-East Asia
should take their share and play their
part in making the University what

it is meant to be a society of men and
women seeking and searching for
truth in the service of society.

Truman on Education

In his Economie Report to the Congress, President Truman said that he
fayours broad measures for aiding education as a means for assuring prosperity.
His plans for economic well-being include : —

More federal aid for education, health, and nutrition.

“ Relatively

small government expenditures for health and education yield a high national
dividend. It is more economical to prepare people to earn a decent living

than to care for them through relief.”
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ORGANISE FOR EFFICIENCY -
A TALK TO TEACHERS
By Dr. G. S. KRISHNAYYA,
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Educational Inspector, Bombay Division & Inspector of European Schools, Bombay.

EFORE addresing you on the topic
that I have been invited to deal
~ with, I should like to say that at
the threshold of a new year, we need
to collect all the energy and enthusi-
asm that we can get to last us a while.
After all, isn’t it a fact that the best
thing that a teacher can take into
the class room, or a principal can take
into a school, is himself or herseif.
And that self, you will agree, must be
bright, informed, understanding, cheer-
ful, capable, and stimulating.

I am glad to have this opportu-
nity through your journal to address
the heads and teachers of schools at
the beginning of this new academic
year. I hope you have had an enjoy-
able vacation and that you are feeling
rested and refreshed and that you are
ready for the work and worries of the
new year. I hope your holiday acti-
vity included a bit of reading and
thinking and planning aiming at
making your work more effective and
that you are adding somewhat to your
professional stature each holiday. You
cannot afford to feel bered, dried up
and exhausted without becoming boar-
ing yourselves and unrespected and
unpopular—to whom the pupils look
for guidance, enlightenment and inspi-
ration. There are, I am afraid, many
persons in our profession resting, or
rusting, on their oars and drawing
‘increments and getting promotions
merely because they happen to be
breathing! Which reminds me of the
gignificant inscription on a certain
tomb stone—Arnold Brown died in
'1880, buried in 1895.

" I havé been asked to desl in this
/pening issue of the academic year on

Organization. The fact is that good
organisation is a condition precedent
to good teaching. Your work is bound
to be inefficient, no matter what it is,
if there is no order, no method, no
disc'pline, in other words, if the
management is bad.  Organisation
helps to routinize details and thus
saves time and thought, avoids waste
and anxiety and reduces annoyance.
Besides, well organized class work,
teaches the pupils orderliness, en-
genders an atmosphere of calmness
and builds up a whole series of perma-
nently valvable habits. A school that
is poorly organized invites avoidable
irritation, leaves parents, pupils, tea-
chers, peons, malis, everybody, in
doubt on many vital points and pro-
pogates the fashion of disorder and
lowers the tone automatically and
seriously, If order was God’s first
law, it must be yours no less. :

I propose to deal here with a few
factors or activities which generally
need to be carefully organized. I
realize that to some they may appear
platitudious, but just the same, it ig
well -occasionally to be reminded of
their importance. '

The Class Room

To start with, there is the scene
of action, the Cl7s8 room. Good
organization is easilv apparent here.
The teacher should see that there is
proper and adequate light on the
black board and on all the pupils’
desks. If necessary he should adjust
black board and desks to suit. Care
must be taken to see that fresh air is
allowed in and that all the windows;
and ventilators are kept as open as
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possible. Arrangements for brief cla
drill during the day should be plannesg
and announced and no further direc-
tions or explanation should be needed
during or before that drill in the class
room.

_ Roll can be brief and acc

if on the first day the seatsurit;:
assigned, paying attention of course
to the size, handicaps and mischie-
vousness of the pupils. In some schools
there'ls a chart on the teachers’ desk
showing the names of the pupils and
their places. This not only enables
you to learn the names easily and
quickly, but helps you to know at a
glance who are absent. There is no
need labourous to call out the names
of the 40 or 44 pupils from the
Register. Put the number present
on the rolls, on a corner of the Board.

. Posture while standing, sitting
asking and answering questions should
be settled and announced and should
not constitute a recurring problem.
When r.eady with the answer, should
?‘he -puplls_ shout in a chorus “Sir, Sir, ”
, Mlss, MISS, ” snap their fingers, and
swing their arms in the atmosphere
or just raise their right forearm, till
called_ upon ! When wanting to ask a
question, should they all jump up in
various parts of the room and in-
terrupt the teacher, or should they
quietly raise their left arm and wait ?
Answering audibly for all to hear
should be understood by all to be an
obligation. In-attention, loss of interest
anq consequent uneasiness often
spring from not being able to follow.
This is true also when illustrations are
badly passed round or exhibited by
the teacher or an experiment is demon-
strated which only those can see who
dash to the table. “ first come, first
gerved” is all right at bus stop’s and
booking offices, but in the class room
all who constitute a unit should know
to form a semicircle to be able to see
equally well.

A good organizer will remember
to reg}xla,t;e within the first week the
collection and the distribution of note
books. These exercise books ocan be
passed to the front or to the ends
on the side i. e. vertically or hori-
zontally, The distribution should be
done regularly by 2 to 3 boys or the
whole class will descend on the teachers’
desk. All unnecessary uncertainty and
movement should be prevented.

_ The formation of a class com-
mittee or council with a President or
Minister or Prefect is helpful in
develop'mg clsss pride and corporate
responsibility, It also ensures the
performance of such tasks as getting
maps, chalks, duster and securing the

cooperation of all th oo
behaviour. ® e pupils in orderly

Woerk

_ . Another thing which needs orga-
nizing 18 your work. If you are
unmethodical, if your work is hapha-
zard, your pupils will not learn order
or love orderliness, In some countries
Ool!ege Professors and Lecturers plan
their courses so carefully that they
are able, on the first day of term to
distribute lists of topics and summa-~
ries that they will deal with in the
dxﬂ“eregt periods during the term.
There i8 nothing casual about their
work, such as one gets uged to in some
Indian schools and colleges. Plan your
work, first for the term, then by the
month and then week by week and
for each day. Break up the course in
each subject and keep these forecast
ready. I prefor these weekly fore-
casts to diaries or records or work

done. They should be seen by the-

Principal at the beginning of each
week. Make notes of adjustments that
experience dictates, and next year your
planngng will be more exact. This
planning ahead will enable your pupils
to get the feel of achievement, moving
forward, progressiveness. It will enable
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you to fill the period, week, month,
term adequately and avoid waste, dis-
traction and indiscipline.

Put the title of each day’s lesson
or topic on the Blackboard at the very
outset and let all your talk and chalk
turn round it. See that your notes
are systamatic and methodical. Avoid
digressions — oral or written. Get
into the habit of sticking to your pur-
pose, and letting your pupils see that
you are working on one. If your pupils
are fully and happily occupied and
feel that they are growing and achiev-
ing, the problem of discipline will
look after itself.

Look at your pupils’ notebooks

while they are taking notes. See if

“they have given the day’s work a name

and a date. Pupils’ books must be seen
once a fort-night by the teacher con-
cerned and also by the Departmental
head and Principal. What the teacher
doesn’t care to see will not be proper-
ly done. Therefare written work in
sohool and at home, tests and essays,
all need the teacher’s scrutiny and the
pupils must be aware that these will
be examined. Make the children feel
that the notebook is their creation
and get them to take a pride in its
neatness and thoroughness.

Your organization will include
not merely what, or how much, you
will do each day and week, but also
how you will do it. Lesson planning,
jn other words, is not something you

say good bye to, when you say good
bye to the Training College. The
detailed notes, you may give up, but
the why, what, and how, should be
faced every day regarding each
period’s work. You will have to decide
on the aim, or what you want to
achieve. You will need to decide in
advance on what questions you will
put, what _illustrations, verbal and
visual, you will use, what will be the
summary at the end on the board.

Conclusion

1 have tried to point out briefly
how the organization of the class-room,’
the class and class work would contri-:
bute to making your work easy and:
efficient. There is much more that
one would like to drive home dealing:
with so vital a subjeet as this, but 1.
must wind up. Let me close as I
began, by suggesting that what needs
organisation most is the teacher him-
self, the teacher’s attitude and out-
look. He must be an intergrated
personality working with single eyed
devotion and earnestness of purpose.
If he keeps constantly in mind that
he is engaged in a worthwhi'e piece of
work and that his greatest satisfaction
can come from doing it to the best of '
his ability, he will not fail to find
happiness in and through his work.
His day of toil will then be as Tagore
puts it, his day of joy. Such a year
of happiness I wish you all this new
school year.

Sir S. Radhakrishnan

Sir S. Radhakrishnan, has receive

d an invitation from the authorities

of the Australian National University to help them in the task of reorganising
it. ‘The work is expected to commence some time in July and occupy some

weoks,

Owing, however, to pressing work in India in connection with the
. Constituent Assembly and the Benares Hindu University, Sir Sarvepalle has
expressed his inability to accept the invitation. '
: Sir Sarvepalle will not be attending the meetings of the Committee of
theUNESCO Commission on National Education at Simla in the next few days,
~ He expects to stay on in India until October when he will proceed to Oxford,
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[On the 6th of January, 1936, the International Academy of Arts was

formally opened at Adyar in Madras.

In 1938 the name of the Academy was

changed to the Sanskrit term Kalakshetra —a place dedicated to Art. The
foundation of Kalakshetra arose out of the emergenco of Srimati Rukmini Devi

a8 an artist of the front rank, Today Srimini tukmini De
spirit behind the whole organisation. In this article

Dr. J. H. Cousins explaing how the
what it is, ]

HE foundation of the Kalakshetra
originally called the International
Art Centre—at Adyar, Madras,
in January 1936, arose out of the
emergence of Srimati Rukmini Devi
as an artist of the front rank. The
revelation of her genius as a performer
of Bharata natya (the classical dance
,of South India) was acclaimed bva
large audience at Adyar which contain-
ed a number of experts and scholars
in the art. A great artist and a revi-
val of interest in the art which she
had adopted had coincided.

There were other highly gifted
exponents contemporaneous with the
rise of the new artist. But it was
noted that there was something about
the art of Rukmini Devi that could
not be altogether explained in terms
of the “scisnce ” or style of her per-
formance, superb as these were. It
became clearer as time went on that a
dance by the new artist was not simply
concerned with the traditional pre-
sentation of incidents in Indian religi-
ous literature, but was itself a deeply
religious act, an effort ‘to bring into
life the ideals and devotion of a sacred
art, and by it to foster the sense of
reverence in those who witnessed it.

While experts and the general
public hailed her as a dancer of the
first rank, Rukmini Devi discovered
herself as not a dancer only but an
artist in the all-round sense of the
term. Something of the ancient
Indian idea that a practitioner of any

vi i3 the moving
specially written

Kalakshetra came to be established and

art could only reach efficiency by
knowing something of the other arts,
since all arts are fundamentally
one had been inherited by her; and
to her own joy in experiencing release
and power in the dance, she added
the high satisfaction of giving a
similar joy to others by initiating a
centre of study and practice of arts
and crafts, separately according to
individual taste, collectively in mutual
appreciation. On January 6, 1936,
the International Academy of the
Arts was formally opened at Adyar,
Madras. In her inaugural address
Srimati Rukmini Devi expressed her
conviction that ths Arts were not
truly themselves when they were
merely reactions to external impacts,
but were so when they strove to
express in various forms and ways
some aspect of the vision and mean-
ing and beauty that are involved in
life. From this personal and tradi-
tionally Indian view of Art Rukmini
Devi has never descended, -

¥or three years of increasing
experience and recoguition the Aca-
demy carried on its work in the
Bharata Natya, in Indian musio vocal
and instrumental, and with move-
ments towards modelling and painting.
But it learned more than technique
and deftness; it realised that any
art for Indians in Tndia must be
intimately related with the life and
thought, the environment and the
artistic tradition and subjeot-matter

“ KALARSHETRA: ™" i3

of India. Consequently in 1938 the.

name of the Academy was changed to-

the Sanskrit term, Kalakshetra—a
place dedicated to Art.

The change did not indicate any
slackening of the sense of value of an
acquaintance of the students and tea-
chers with world art. It meant ra.the.r
the laying of the foundations of indi-
genous craftsmanship and appreciation
as the essential ‘condition of a wider
knowledge which would come by
choice, not by compuision. “Kalakshe-
tra ”’, Rukmini Devi said, “ is not
merely one of those places where
students can learn some art and, as
soon as possible, present themselves
before the Public and win recognition.
Kalakshetra i1s an Art Centre, interna-
tional, but its root is in India”. The
internations) aspect was expressed in
“the study of the culture of all Nations,
the celebration of the sacred days of
all Religions, and a knowledge of the
lives of the great people of all
Nations”.  Classes were established
“for the understanding of both eastern
and western Music and the production
of plays from all lands”.

On June 3, 1940, Kalakshetra was
given legal status by being registered
under Act XXI[ of 1860. Thus it
became a responsible public body,
with a President, Vice - President,
Manager and Exccutive Committee.
Its three registered Objects are.

1. To emphasise the essential unity
of all true Art.

2. To work for the recongition of
the Arts as vital to individual, natoin-
al, religious and international growth.

3. To provide for such things as
may be incidental to the above
objects. ;

The emphasis and work and
provision in the above Objects took
in both the intellectual and technical
sides of the arts and crafts; the in-

tellectual -in thestndy of the history
of art and of the "aésthetical principles
out of which such history ‘arose; the
practical -in the developmant of skill
in the chosen art under expert guidance.
The combination of information and
labour, with its mutually beneficial
interactions, saved the Kalakshetra
from the limitations of the purely
academivcal lecture-hall or the purely
technical studio. The addition of
knowledge and thought to technique
lifted the work to the level of scholar-
ship demanded by Universities. Henes,
the establishment of a section to carry
artist-students on to the degree of
Sangita Siromani in the University to
Madras. The degree ( parallel to the
degree of Bachelor of Music in western
Universities ) had been instituted by
the University in July 1944 but it
remained for Kalakshetra, through the
initiative of Srimati Rukmini Devi, to.
be the first institution to put the new
degree to action. This was done in 1944,
under the Principalship = of the
renowned scholar and artist in idige-
nous muvsic, Sri Tiger K. Varada-
chariar ; and the Siromani students are
now (1947) working for the degree
examination 1948.

As an example of the cultural
service that the conjunction of scholar-
ship and art may perform ‘to the
nation, reference may be made-to the
revival of one of the old-time Xura-
vanjis, or dance dramas in which a
gipsy girl (Kura-vapji), who is .a
fortune teller, was an essential figure.
The Kuravanji fell oo décay and be-
came only a vague memcry to the
childhood of elderly living persons.

* The script, in Tamil, of one of these

dance-dramas fell into the hands of
Rukmini Devi, who recognised its
literary quality and possiblities in
Bharatanatya. But of the danoce
wovements and the wusic that accom-
panied them no trace had’ survived.
The author of the Kuravanji, Thiru-
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kudda Rajappam Kavirayar, wrote
about the year 1650. It was called
the Kurtala Kuravanji, as its scene
waas located at the temple now known
as Coutralam. Srimati Rukmini Devi
studied temple dances; and out of
her reverence for tradition and her
own senge of artistic fitness composed
the dance-movements in the manner
of the Bharta natya. This for a two
and a half hour performance with
its incalculable number of gestures,
postures, movements and designs, pro-
duced a work of classical proportions,
at the highest leve) of literature and
dance drama, and in doing so has
made art-history of great importance,
onone side as a major contribution
to Indian literary and dramatic scholar-
ship, and on the other side to artistic
creation in both the dance and the re-
creation of old dance music by Vidwan
.K., Krishnamachariar, then the head
of .the dance and music section of
Kalakshetra. Performance of this
master-pieces have stirred Jarge audi-
ences with delight in skill and beauty
and ideal imagination. Its effect on
the students of Kalakshetra, on its
group of wonderfully talented dancers
and 1ts exeeltent musicians, who reside
on the compound and are in constant
touch with one another, is an addi-
tion of individual ability and taste, to
be carried into other similiar master-
pieces that are in Rukmini Devi’s
possesion, and into other varieties

of the classical dance of India
that the Kalakshetra is regularly pro-.
duecing.

From a single student at the
inception of the Academy, the roll has
grown to fifty, with twelve teachers,
all excellent, some of the highest rank
in their particular department of the
art. Many more students could be
given the advantages of a training in
the expression of beauty and high
ideas through the various arts, includ-
ing Indian painting under an acknow-
ledged master ; but this requires land
on which to erect its own tutorial and
residential buildings, in lieu of the
temporary premises it has heretofore
occupied on the estate of The Theoso-
phical Socicty by permission of the
President. Such extension also means
a larger staff and more equipment.

In the increased realisation among
educational authorities of the national
importance of bridging the Arts into
the schools and colleges of the
country in order to give the creative
impulse in the young an opportunity
of releage and fulfilment in the satisfy-
ing and purifying forms of the Arts,
it is urgently necessary that a large
number of art-teachers be trained as
soon ag poseible. For this essential
national service Kalakhetra is more
than willing, granted suppcit, both
official and non-official, for the exten-
sion indicated above.

Progress of Science in India

Russia who recently admitted Sir C. V. Raman as a Correspending mom-
ber of the Russian Academy of Sciences has given another example of her
interest in Indian scientific research by sending a batch of about fifty subscrip.
tions to the Proceedings of the Indian Academy of Sciences, of which Sir C. V.
Raman is the President These new subscribers represent various scientific and

other institutions in the U.8.S. R.

Commenting on this gesture, Sir C. V. Raman said this showed the deep
interest Russia had in Indian science and was indicative of the international
prestige enjoyed by the Indian Academy of Sciences and its works. Recently
many American universities went for complete sets of the Proceedings of the
Academy. The Government of Mysore have sanctioned a sum of Rs. 50,000 as

. capital grant and Rs. 6,000 recurring ex

. of the Indian Academy of Sciences,

penditure for the Research Institute

Revised Scales of Pay of Teachers
By Sri Ch. V. G. KRISHNA RAO, B.A,, L.T.

HE members of the Teaching
profession cannot but note vyi.th
feelings of frustration and humilia-
tion the new sca'es fixed by the Madras
Government. The Salaries Commission

while publishing the communique

specifiying the scales, prefaced it with
canons that were kept in view in
evolving them. Two criteria awmong
others that guided them were the
typical family budgets, the respecta-
bility and status and the service
rendered by the incumbents. And
then, it was said that after mature
deliberation and proper assessment of
the value of services, the grades were
drawn up taking it for granted that
the prevailing present prices would,
in course of time, scale down to 60 per
cent above the pre-war price level.
The three crucial factors that
determined the arrangement of scales
for the various departments were all
indisputably Jost sight of by the Com-
mission in fixing up the scales relating
to teachers of all grades. Take any
teacher’s family at random, we find it
abounding in members and the neces-
sary corollary is very heavy expendi-
ture. With regard to the respectability,
status and value of service it is an
acknowledged fact that there is no,
nor can there be a nobler profession
than that of the teachers. The status
of the teacher invariably depends
upon the salary he draws and the
fact that the services rendered to the
nation by the members of the Teach-
ing profession are imperatively neces-

sary and highly commendable. If
‘that is the case, it passes our com-

prehension why a B. Ed. is given a
meagre starting salary of Rs. 70 per
mensem. The initial pay before was
Rs. 65, The difference between the
two is paltry and negligible, The

annual incroment for a double gradu-
ate (a B.A, B.Ed.,) is Rs. 5 which ' is
devoid of any encouragement and the
maximum is Rs. 140 which is doubt-
lessly low.

It is common knowledge that a
teacher is put in the grade attached
to his cadre and retires drawing incre-
ments in the same grade. There is
absolutely no prospect of a teacher
receiving a lift or being put in the
higher scale. Hence, we quite see the
sheer necessity and the justice that
warrant the fixing up of a very decent
grade for a B. Ed, or a Secondary
Grade Teacher or for the matter of
that a Higher Grade Teacher. The
assumption that & man in one grade
can elevate himself to the above
grade by promoting his qualifications
is erroneous, for, it. never happens in
ninety nine cases out of a hundred.
Take any man in any cadre, he is
destined to rot in -the socale allotted
for him. '

The Popular Govt. did not give
serious thought to the question of tea-
chers whose work in life is to edueate
children, inculcate good habits, mould
their character, and prepare them asg
good citizens. It is regrettable that
the Commission was oblivious of the
importance and admirable service ren-
dered to the nation by the teachers,
1If they had been alive to it they would
have been more liberal in their atti-
tude and would have appraised the
services of the teaching . profession
quite differently. This is the time
when India needs greatly and widely -
the services of teachers who will have
to do whole-hearted and unstinted
service towards nation building. F:r
that the teacher is to be kept above
want and the profession must be kept so
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alluring and. -revered that the best
talented men are irresistably drawn to
it. Education must bethe first charge
on the revenues of the state. The
present revised scales are beyond
doubt deplorably low and so will in-
evitably repel candidates and the
profession is, therefore, bound to be
charmless and neglected.

A B.A, B. Ed, must be granted
the scale Rs. 100-10-250. This is just
and fair considered from any point
of view. A M. A, B. Ed., must be
started at 120 in the same scale.
The new Secondary Grade Scale
Rs. 40~ 3—70 is ridiculous in that
it is less than that granted to the
junior clerks in offices (15 to 90). This
anamoly is unaccountable. One fails
to understand whether a clerk’s ser-
vices are superior or a teacher’s. The
more regrettable part of it is that a
school-final man will suffice for a
clerk’s place while an S, S. L. C.
candidate is to undergo two years’
training to become qualified for
the teaching profession. Perhaps he is
to be penalised for choosing the calling
of a teacher. The Secondary Grade
post must carry with it a scale of
Rs 70—5-—120, if real justice is to be
meted out to them. A graduate or an
Intermediate with the same training
must be given an initial pay of Rs. 95
and 80 respectively in the same scale.
The scale fixed for a higher grade
teacher is horribly low. Better if this
training is abolisked and if all the
services of these teachers are termi-
nated, for they will thereby be com-
relled to seek some other profession.
When they can assuredly be much
better of, or if they are to pass off as
respectable persons doing useful work
for the society they should be granted
a scale of Rs 40—5—280.

The Headmaster of a High School
has onerous and heavy duties to per-
form and being the head of a school
he must be granted the grade Rs 250

20—500. 'The middle school Head-
masters must be granted an allowance
of Rs 35. The Pundits must be given
due incentive and proper salaries
especially in view of the fact that the
regional language is assuming the
place of paramount inportanes and the
scale for them must be Rs 70—5—120
in the middle schools and for Vidwans
with 8. 8. L. C. qualification a scale of
Rs85-8-150 Now-a-days the impor-
tance and utility of Physicaleducation
are being more and more recognised
but the Y. M. C. A. candidates who
undergo special training and possess
the requisite professional qualification
are not given the necessary fillip for
work, nor are their grades gratifying in
any way. They must be sanctioned a
scale of Rs. 85-5-150. All these scales
must be enforced without drawing
invidious distinctions between Govern-
ment and non-Government schools.

We, teachers, long to see the dawn
of the day when the popular Govern-
ment will bestow their sincere and
earnest attention on these matters of
vital importance and do all in their
power to ameliorate the condition of

the teachers and make them contented
and happy.

Will the Popular Government
examine this question denovo and
promote the status of all teachers
commensurate with their high eduoa-
tional qualifiations and noble service ?

WANTED Special Correspon-

dents in every Provincial
and State Headquarters to report
News on the Progress of Edu-
cation,

Professors and Teachers con- -
nected with Provincial Educa-
tional Associations will be more
helpful in this respect.

— Tae EpiTor.
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NOTICE

All communications concerning Edi-
torial to be addressed hereafter to :-—
The Editor,
¢« EDUCATIONAL INDIA,’
7, Sunkurama Chetty St.,
G. T., MADRAS,

Address all Subscriptions and busi-
ness communications as usual to:—
The Manager, .
¢« EpvoaTioNaL INp1a,” OFFICE,
MASULIPATAM.

Educational India
Masulipatam, July, 1_947

Education in a Free India

OW that the British are
finally quitting the country
on August 15 and political

power is being completely trans-
ferred to Indian hands on that
date the question that naturally
arises is how this freedom should
be used by the future govern-

ment of the country so far as-

the shaping of the education of
the people is concerned. The
most essential point to be grasp-
ed in this connection is that
education should be so recon-
structed that boys and girls
would come to feel that they are
primarily Indians and that it is
only secondarily that they are
Hindus, Muslims or Christians or
Scheduled classes, The commu-
nal spirit which has so long

corrupted .our pnblic life must
give place to the national spirti.
Every one should take a legiti-
mate pride in the fact that he or
she has become a citizen in a
free India. The training of the
right type of citizens should be
the ideal to be aimed at so far
as education is concerned.

O important is this that unless

urgent and immediate atten-
tion is paid to it there is a
danger of disruptionist forces
gaining ground and of our losing
the freedom that we have
achieved after so much sacrifice
and suffering. '

E are not really as jubilant

as we ought to be at this
moment of the achievement of
freedom, as the freedom that we
now got is accompanied by the
division of the country on a com-
munal basis. How happy we
would have been ' if we could
have secured freedom in a united
instead of in a divided India?
It is our failure in this respect
that constitutes the real tragedy
in the present situation.

LL this could have been

averted if in the past the
British had not directly and in-
directly encouraged through their
educational policy the communal
divisions in the country.

THE charanteristic feature of

British educational policy has
been the recognition given by
them to communal and denomi.
national schools. In all spheres
and stages of education—Ele-
mentary, Secondary, Collegiate
and University—they did this.
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They deprived the youth of the
-country to come together and
understand each other and feel
that they were the children of
the same soil and that they
should work together for a com-
mon cause. On the other hand
through these communal insti-
tutions they were encouraged to
think that they were primarily
Muslims or Hindus or Christians
and that though the differences
among them were only in matters
religious, their political and
economic interests were also
divergent. In such an atmos-
phere it was impossible to deve-
lop a spirit of common citizen-
ship or patriotism.

N the educational institutions

of free India it is this spirit
that should be cultivated. The
first place should be given to it.
And this is possible only when
the rulers of free India, whether
it be at the centre or in the
provinces, have theicourage and
the imagination to do away with
communal institutions and re-

place them with national insti-
tutions.

THIS means that there should

be no schools or colleges, no
hostels or boarding houses of an
educational character devoted
exclusively to the youth belong-
ing to one community or another.
No recognition or grants should
be given in future to purely
-Hindu or Muslim or Christian
institutions. Every institution
should be open to the members
of all communities. They should
.be completely secularised; and

they should not. be used either
openly or covertly to inculcate
in the youth the tenets of one
religion or another or as centres
for- insidiously carrying on the
work of proselitysation.

THE authorities should also

draw up a scheme of civie
education and this should be-
come a part and parcel of the

training imparted in educational
Institutions.

THE abolition and the closing

of commnual institutions is
necessary nof, only to create
that sentiment of oneness among
the people of the country with-
out which the communal spirit
now rampant connot be destroyed
but it is also necessary if we are
to preserve the freedom which
we have achieved. A certain
amount of uniformity in essen-
tials—it may even be regimenta-
tion of a sort — is absolutely
needed if the sentiment of unity
is to be fostered. This is an up-
hill task, no doubt, but it is a
task which has to be accomplish-
ed if we are to escape from
perils of a disruptionist character
which still threaten us.

EDUCATION therefore must be

so reshaped that it will create
a body of young men and women
who cherish a feeling of love and
reverence for the country as a
whole and who take a pride in &
bond of ‘common citizenship.
Every other piece of eduncational
reform should fit in with this
supreme ideal. : X
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South-East Asia
Students’ Conference

Tis a ha augury of the times
|that the I;t?gdengts of South-East

Asia should have met in a con-
ference at Madras to discuss
problems of common interest to
all of them. It was also very
appropriate that they should
have met in India. '

HEY all came from countries

where colonialism is still in the
existence and where people are
struggling to emancipate them-
gelves from foreign yoke. India
is naturally looked to as a leader
in this struggle not only because
she has hitherto been the most
important centre of western colo-
nial exploitation but also because
she is the biggest and the most
populous of the countries fight-
ing for liberation from the
foreign yoke and also because she
has practically came out victo-
rious in this struggle and that
through the adoption of the
method of non-violence. She has
therefore a message of a construc-
tive character to give to all peo-
ples struggling for freedom.

NDIA had in the past served as
a centre of culture for most
countries of South-East and East
Asia. Some of these countries
formed parts of what is styled
¢ Greater India ”’ may still have
relics of the cultural contacts
established in old days when
Buddhism and Hinduism were
more virile than they are today.

iN his prsidential address as well
*"as in his concluding observa-
tions, Dr. Zakir Hussain one of

the foremost exponents of modern
trends in Indian education drew
pointed attention to the construc-
tive role of students in the build-
ing up of the future world, a world
that should not be torn intorival
camps by an undue emphasis on
narrow nationalism. It was for
a broadbased humanism that he
pleaded, & humanism that will
not ignore the moral aspects of our
development and the cultivation
of the finer human virtues. He
made it clear that the preoccupa-
tion of the students of India and
South-East Asia with politics and
economics during their student.
days—which is a feature of their
history now should not interfere
with their securing the right
type of education. This pre-
occupation is justified only to the
extent to which it serves an
educational cause. He also
cautioned the youth on over-
exaggerating the importance of
economic values and asked them
to pay adequate attention to the
cultivation of arts, especially art
derived from the people and to
the development of values other
than economic. There is a
danger to-day of students dividing
themselves into rival camps be-
cause of the great importance
they attach to mere idealogical
differences whose objective and
scientific validity is doubtful.
This danger has become greater
in India than in other countries.
Dr. Zakir Hussain rightly ap-
pealed to the students to work
on a common basis and devote
their talent, enthusiasm and
energies to constructive work for
which.- there is urgeney: every.
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where. He however threw a
heavy responsibility on them
when he said, ““You must deter.
mine the nature of the great edi-
fices of national life in your diffe-
rent lands. To build the edifice
you have to build yourself. You
will have to be more deliberate
and exact. Deliberation and pre-
cision would promote the achieve-
ment of efficiency, which can re-
sult only from sustained conscien-
tious effort”’. Let us hope that
these words of counsel based on
wide observation and a deep
understanding of the forces at
work in the creation of the con-
temporary world will bear their
fruit and that the students and
professors in the various universi-
ties and centres of learning in
India and South-East Asia will
bear their share in the creation
of a true democracy standing for
the uplift of the masses of people
evrywhere.

Reactionary Policies of the
Madras Government

AS in every other part of India
the problems that the con-

gress ministries have to face
in the Madras province are of g
multifarious character They are
also highly complicated. To some
of these reference was made by
Mr. Avinashalingam the minister
for Education in his address to
the Provincial Educational Board
which met in June. One of the
" problems consists of the steps to
be taken for the expansion of
adult education and the place
that the Library Movement

al
v,

should occupy in this expansion.
Another problem is the health of
school children and the possibi-
lity of improving it through a
system of medical inspection. A
third and perhaps the most
important is that of elementary
education. Of the seven-million
children of school going age less
than half are in schools. The
education they are getting in
them has not produced any
permanent result. It does not
make them really literate or
add to their economic efficiency.
Even though expenditure on
elementary education has in-
creased by nearly 250 percent in
the course of the last eight years,
there has been an increase of
only 16 percent in the number of
school going children. Inspite of
the increase in expenditure *the
schools have not come to the
required level in the matter of
equipment and buildings, in the
qualifications of the teachers, and
the quality and output of their
work™. Then there is the ques-
tion of provision that has to be
made for satisfying the demand
for additional socondary schools
and colleges which is showing an
all-round increase.

1T is a pity that instead of find-

ing a solution for these and
other problems which are in im-
mediate need of solution the
Madras Government should be
embarking on a policy of reaction
creating unnecessary and un-
desirable irritation among the
public. One item in that poliey
is that relating to the enhance-
ment of fees in educapional insti-
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tutions. It may be argued by
certain defenders of government
policy that the cost of education
has gone up, that managements
are called on to meet heavier ex-
penditure on equipment, tea-
chers’salaries etc., and that there
is no reason why parents should
grudge to pay a higher rate of
fees than they have been doing
all along. [t may even be argued
that the public is paying more
for food,clothing, house-room etc.
and that there is nothing wrong in
their being called on to pay more
for their children’s education.
Inspite of all these arguments it
appears to us that government
should not have sanctioned an
all round enhancement of fees
applicable to pupils and students
irrespective of their economic
position. They should have
drawn a distinction between ' the
children who can afford to pay
the enhanced fees and those who
cannot. They must have taken
the income of parents and
guardians into consideration.
Even now it is not too late and
they may modify the rule by putt-
ing it into effect only in the case
of those whose incomes are fairly
high.

more reactionery item in the

policy of the government is
the re-introduction of communal
proportion in respect of admi-
gsions into colleges, especially
colleges—Medical,
Engineering, Agricultural, ete.

Nothing is more unjust or inequi-

table than to grant or refuse
admission to a student on the

ground of his community, sect or

JL. i}
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religion. These are all irrelevant.
congiderations. Evenif accomo-
dation is limited and rationing
has to be resorted to, the basis
of rationing should be individual
need and the capacity of the
individual to be benefited by
the education he tries to get
and not the religion he professes
or the commnity to which he
belongs. KEven the society as
a whole will receive the maximum
advantage if the teachers, the
doctors and the engineers that
are trained to serve it are those
young men who have shown dis-
tinct and superior merit in the
qualifications required for admis-
sion to these courses. We have
suffered a great deal in the
sphere of politics by adopting
a communal approach to the
solution of our problems. By so
doing we have only intensified
the communal problem instead
of solving it. In addition to
this we have perpetuated com-
munal differences, kept them
alive even at a time when they
were dying. . The communal.
approach which the Madras Go-
vernment is now making to the
solution of our educational diffi-
culties is sure to prove to be a
worse disaster. It will keep alive
the caste and the sectarian
spirit. That a ministry calling
itself the ¢ Congress Ministry ™’
should have embarked on a re- -
actionary communad=paies-like

this is a thing A hic} liag ~
regretted all /

high time tha
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using the prestige which is
rightly due to the Congress for
carrying out policies which are
inconsistent with the ideals that
have all along been put forward
by the foremost leaders in the
Congress organisation.

HE latest amendment to rules

in the secondary school leav-
ing certificate course relating to
the study of languages under
which no provision is made for
the study of Sanskrit is also of
a highly reactionary and retro-
grade character. That Latin
and French should find a place
in the S. S. L. C. course and that
Sanskrit should have been re-
moved completely from the list of
languages to be studied shows
how narrow is the outlook of the
ministry in regard to educational
matters. The amendment is to
take effect from the examination
to be held in 1948. This means
that those who studied Sanskrit
in the earlier Forms and who are
appearing for the examination
.in 1948 are now called on to
drop and study their mother
tongue or some other regional
language. This is reaction with
a vengence.

Educational Advisers
for the Provinces

HE Prime Minister of Bombay
Tdeserves to be congratulated
. on his wise decision to have
"an educational adviser to assist

'« him in the work of educational
¢ 4 reconstruction. Bombay is much
{ _iahead of other provinces in the

i ‘matter of education. During the
Vo

last quarter of a century the pro-
gress of education in Bombay as
measured by the increase in the
number of schools and colleges
has been considerable. The steady
expansion of primary education
and the introduction of basic
education are some of its praise-
worthy achievements. Yet even
8o there is still a great deal of
lee-way to be made. The further
speed of primary education so as
to cover all the villages, the pro-
gress of physical education and
the liquidation of illiteracy
among the adults are some of the
objectives that the Government
of Bombay has set before itself
and in the successful carrying
out of this onerous task it seems
to have felt the desirability of
appointing an Educational Advi-
ser to be in complete charge of
the guidance and direction of the
educational programme. The

choiceis particularly happy, as the

person that has been appointed
to hold this very responsible post
is Dr. K. G. Saiyidain, one of the
leading educaticnists of the day,
a man of versatile talents and one
of the authors of the scheme of
basic education, Under his able

and wise guidance the educa-

tional advancement of the Bom-
bay province is assured.

T behoves other provinces to
take a leaf from the book of the
Bombay province and to have a
whole-time Educational Adviser.
Today we are at the threshold
of many momentous changes in
the methods as well as the con-
tent of our educational system.
Vigorous planning is  being
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attempted towards the eradica-
tion of illiteracy ! In this heavy
task the Minister for Education
will do well to enlist the assist-
ance of an educational expert.
It must be a source of great
strength to him if he can fortify
his own lay judgment with
the corroboration of a technical
expert.  This practice is in
vogue .in the United Kingdom,
America and other countries and
it is well worth while to adopt
it in our own country. In a
democratic government where
changes of ministers are frequent
the presence of permanent official
like the Educational Adviser
would make for educational
advancement by ensuring conti-
nuity of policy and programme.
The Director of Public Instruction
and the Deputy Directors are, of
course, there to fulfil this pur-
pose. But it must be said that
in the Department of Public Ins-

truction promotion often goes by
seniority and the question of
direct recruitment and the ap-
pointment of leading education-
ists to these posts of trust and res-
ponsibility has not received from
the government the attention it
deserves. The result is that
these posts are not seldom held
by academicians and persons
accustomed to secretarial duties,
This is partly the reason why the
pace of educational advancement
has not been as rapid as it ought
to have been, considering that
education has been in the hands
of popular Ministers for the last
25 years except during the Advi-
ser regime. It is therefore highly
desirable that there should be a
technical expert working in close
collaboration with the Minister
for Education for the furtherance
of schemes of educational recon-
struction. '

OUR BENGAL LETTER

Sardac A. T. MUKHERJEE, M. Sc.

Prabasi Eanga Shakitya Sammelan

Owing to disturbances in Calcutta
the 24th Session of the Prabasi Banga
Sahitya Sammelan was held in the Ashu-
tosh College Hall at Bhawanipur ‘mstead
of at the Senate Hall of the Calcutta
University. Tt was amomentous session
and there was a Very .representa.txve
gathering which held sectional meetings
where various topics Wwere discussed,
The permanent President n the course
of his speech regretted that the link
between Bengal and her sons who were
forced to live outside was daily weaken-
'ing and that the Bengalees were d\lbbed

as aliens beyond Bengal though within
Bengal they were asked to be Indians,
It was a travesty of nationalism, he said,
to stir up provicial bias against them.
The President of the Science Section ‘in
his address said that India was now on the
threshold of full independence and if she
was to maintain her new status all ener.
gies of people should be devoted to the
cultivation of Secience which must be
given the first priority in hér programme
of reconstuction. The Pregident of- the
Literary Section said that Bengalees
living outside Bengal were faced with a
critical situation. Their culture which
found expression in their mother-tongue
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was not being properly recognised in the .

educational systems which were in vogue
in their respective provinces and that
their economic life also was likely to be
disrupted. The cleavage of social life
and literature was widening and the
literature of the middle ages had not the
same grip on the minds of the people as
they hankered after new ideas and
expressions. The President remarked
that though literary activity had increa-
sed greatly in the present age its depth
had not increased in the same proportion.
Present day literature caters more to
the pleasures of the moment than it
leaves a lasting impression on life.

Delegates from Russia and Burma

Calcutta students gave a warm re-
ception to Russian and Burmese delega-
tes to Inter-Asian Conference at the
University Institute Hall. The function
which was a grand success was organised
by Calcutta City Students’ Congress and
Uni-ersity Students’ Union. The Pre-
sident said that India was threatened by
anti-civilized forces and tormented by
Communalism and induced mistrust.
She must know how to overthrow the
mis-leaders, Prof. Akhvlediani replied
on behalf of the Russian delegates while
Mr. Rachid Ali spoke for the Burmese
dalegates. While greeting our students
on behalf of students and professors
of Soviet Russia the learned Professor
said ‘Be as your ancestors were, who
built the high Indian culture, literature
and art.’ He advocated the unification
of Indian and Soviet youths and asked
them to strengthen their friendship and
to exploit science to the fullest, because
science would renovate their lives. '} he
Burmese spokesman, Mr. Rachid Alj,
‘General Secretary of the Council of World
Affairs, Burma, gave a succinct account
of Burma’s youth movement and referring
to the part women played in Burma’s
freedom movement, he said that the
womanhood of Burma took keen and
equal share in all spheres of activities
in the titanic struggle for freedom.

Primary School Teachers

As reported before, the Primary
School teachers of Bengal went on strike

on the refusal of the Government t¢
redress their grievances, It is gratifying
to find that the Government have now
accepted most of their major demands
and the All.Bengal Primary Sohool
Teachers' Conference held at Kushtia
decided, therefore, to call off the strike.
1t is never too late to mend and we are
glad to find that better sense prevailed
at last and the crisis that seemed
imminent was tactfully averted,

Secondary School Teachers

The 25th Session of the All-Bengal
Teachers’ Conference was held at Burd-
wan in April last. The Conference
decided that the All-Bengal Teachers’
Association would be registered with the
All-Tndia TradeUnion Congress and that
a token strike would be observed on
July 15 and 16 next in support of the
teachers’ demand for higher salaries. The
Conference suggested that discussion of
national politics, economics and social
science should be introduced and the
present bane of communalism, which
was giving rise to a progressive dilution
and decadence in education, should be
wiped out once for all, '

College Teachers

The All-Bengal College Teachers’
Conference which was scheduled to be
held at Jalpaiguri has' been postponed
sine die due to the communal disturban-
ces prevailing at present in various
parts of the province.

(a) A draft for the proposed Secon-
dary Education Bill forwarded by the
Bengal Government to the Calcutta Uni-
versity for opinion was-considered by the
Syndicate. The various provisions were
taken up and discussed.

(b) The University has sustained a
heavy loss by the death of its Registrar,
Mr. J. Chakravarti. M. A. With all his
scholarship and administrative ability he
rendered very useful service to the Uni-
versity for 27 years. May his soul rest
in peace !

WONE VIS WS WrNg Wt WO VNS WP Wy SN N Wt T Ty W Wy

" oy,
THROUGH different PROVINCES }

SRR P

DELHI

ALL-INDIA COUNCIL FOR
TECHNOLOGICAL STUDIES

The Government of India have set
up an all-India Council for Technical
Education to promote and co-ordinate
technical education, says a Press com-
munique. In order to attain a uniformly
high standard of education and exami-
nation throughout the country the All-
India Council has established six All-
India Boards of Technical Studies in the
following main branches of engineering
and technology : Engineering and metal-
lurgy ; Architecture and regional plan-
ning: Chemical engincering and chemi-
cal technology : Textile technology : Ap-
plied art; Commerce and Business ad-
ministration,

The All-India Board of Technical
Studies in Commerce and Business
Administration conducts examinations
for the award of an All-India Diploma
and Certificate in Commerce. The All-
India diploma course is jull.-time three
years course with five compulsory and
two elective subjects, together with one
academic year’s practical training in
some recognised industrial or commer-
cial concern, This diploma has been
recognised as equivalent to a university
degree for the purposes of certain ap-
pointments under the Auditor.General
of India. Diploma holders are also ex-
empted from passing the Registered
Accountant’s first examination and are
allowed to practise as Income.Tax prac-
titioners under Section 61 (2) (IV) (B) of
the Income-Tax Aot if they have passed
in auditing as their special subject.

The All-India Certificate Course is a
part-time day or evening course of three
years’ duration open to ocandidates who
have read at least upto Matriculation
standard. This course has been instituted
with the object of affording opportuni-

ties to persons engaged in full-time in.
dustrial, commercial or banking con.
cerns for acquiring further knowledge
in the subjects relating to their profes.
sion and thereby improving their pros.
pects.

EDUCATION OF THE BLIND

A uniform Braille code covering all
the major Indian languages, devised by
a committee of experts, was finally ap.’
proved by the expert Braille Comrittee
of the Central Advisory Board of Edu.
cation at its meeting held in Simla on
June 17. Sir John Sargent, Secretary,
Education Deparment, Government of
India, presided.

The uniform Braille will replace
more than half a dozen Braille systems
in use at present and will make it pos-
sible to publish literature for the blind
on a commercial scale. This removes a
long-standing obstacle in the way of the
education of the blind,

SCHOLARSHIPS FOR AFRICAN
STUDENTS

Outlining some steps in the direction
of Indo-African relations, Pandit Nehru
said that the Government of India has
sanctioned a number of scholarships for
African students in Indian universitiea.
He hopes that this number will grow in
due course, Students who come to India
from Africa will not only learn something
of India but teach Iodia something of
their country, Thus, he hopes, closer
relations will be established between the

. two countries and mutual understanding

will grow.
CORRELATION OF DEGREES

The All-India Council for Technical
Education discussed the need for corre-
lation between University degrees in
Engineering and Technology and corres-
ponding National Diploma. It was
considered desirable that the Inter-
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University Board should be acquainted
with the proposals of the Council in this
connection and that it should be re.
quested to consider the desirability of
reviewing the position of technical edu-
cation in universities in co.operation
with the Council.

The Council also suggested the set-
ting up by the Central Government of
a high level Co-ordinating Committec
consisting of representatives of depart-
ments concerned to take action on the
Council’s recommendations and report
to the Council.

MADRAS

TEACHING OF CRAFKTS IN
CORPORATION SCHOOLS

As the services of teachers who re-
cently underwent training in spinning
are available, the Commissioner, Cor-
poration of Madras, has formulated
proposals for teaching spinning in four

Corporation Schools and tailoring iu two
others,

KURNOOL MUSLIM COLLEGE
Nizam Govr., DoNATES Two Laxis

Mr. Abdul Hamid Khan, Iresident
of the Osmania College Committee, Kur-
nool, in a commun‘cation to the Press,
8ays;

“ H. E, H. the Nizam’s Government
have donated a sum of two Lakhs to the
Osmania College, at Kurnool which will
commence work from the 30th of this
month (June). Admission to this college
18 open toall the communities, This
college will on account of its situation
afford educational facilities to students,;
from the Hyderabad State and particu-

lary those coming from the neight
ing districts in the State,” o

COLLEGE FEES INCREASED

‘ The Government of Madras
pa.ss_ed orders that the tuition fees l:\?i‘::
ble in the Government Arts Colleges in
the Proviuce be increased by 25 per cent
from the academwic year, 194748

Special fees such as the Medical Ins-
pection fee, will bo levied at the usual
rates in addition to the tuition fee.

The enhanced rates of fees will
apply to students who will be admitted
to the Arts Colleges from 1947-48 and
also students who are already on the
rolls of Colleges.

Orders have been issued by the Gov-
ernment that tuition fees in the Govern-
ment Engineering Colleges leviable from
students of the B. E. course be increased
by 20 per cent of the existing rates with
effect from the academic year 194748,

SCHOLARSHIPS FOR STUDENTS

Out of the proceeds of the additional
fee income derived from the colleges as
a result of enhancement of tuition fees,
the Government have decided that one-
fifth should be set apart for granting
half-fee scholarships to poor and deserv-
ing students. ‘

CHEAPER DESIGNS FOR
SCHOOL BUILDINGS

. Cheaper type designs for schools, it
1s understood, will be introduced shortly.
These will result in the reduction of
the cost of an elementary school build-
ing by 30 per cent and a high school
building by 20 per cent. '

REORGANISATION OF
ELE. EDUCATION

The Provincial Advisory Board of:
Kducation, at its meeting held on 23rd
June considered at length the subject
of reorganisation of the management 0

elementary education and expressed the
view that the proposed Educational
Councils should ho vested only With
advisory functions and that executive
functions should he left entirely Wit

the executive officers.

A committee was constituted by the
Board to consider the matter in detail
and make recommendations. It will b®
composed of Sir A, Lakshmanaswail
Mudaliar, Rev. J, D'Souza, Mr. S.
Yegnanarayana Aiyar and the Direotor
of Public Instruction.
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While generally welcoming the
Libraries Bill proposed by the Govern.
ment, the Board made suggestions for
the modification of the clauses so as to
ensure that the school and its library
formed integral parts of the same in.
stitution with the common objective of
dissemination of knowledge.

On the subject of medical inspection
of schools, the Board recommended that
the scheme should be put through as
soon as possible. ‘

BOMBAY
SOCIAL SERVICE COLLEGE
The Social Service College in memory
of the late Mahadev Desai was opened at
Ahamadabad on June 29th by
Mr, Morabji Desai, Home Minister,
Bombay.

BENGAL

FUTURE OF CALCUTTA
UNIVERSITY

DRr. MOOKHERJEE’S SUGGESTION

The establishment of a residential
University near about Calcutta to pro-
vide the highest education facilities to
brilliant students was visualised by
Dr. Shyama Prasad’ Mookherjee, Chair-
man of the Caleutta University Council
for Post-Graduate Studies, addressing a
meeting of the University Senate on 28th
June.

Dr. Mookherjee said that in view
of the far.reaching changes in the con-
stitutional position of the province the
jurisdiction of the University would be
curtailed. But he did not despair of the
future of the Tniversity. Diring the last
forty years they had waged an enormous
struggle and they did not get legitimate
treatment from the Government. There
was opposition from those quarters from
where help was most expected.

Dr. Mookherjee added that numerous
letters had been received by him from
‘the aunthorities of educational institutions

in East Bengal, enquiring whether they

would be able to continue their connec-
tion with the Calcutta University. That,
he said was a constitutional question. But

when in India i, was possible for them to

appear for examinations of .Cambridge
and London Universities, he did not see
why students from sochools in East
Bengal could not be examined by the
Calcutta University. . '

He urged the Senate to appoint a -
special committee as soon as possible to-
investigate the problems, not from a
political standpoint but from a purely
academic point of view,

U. P.

LITERACY DRIVE
IN U P

The U P. Government has prepared
a scheme to open 22 000 new primary
schools within a period of ten years, to
wipe out illiteracy in the province. A
beginning is being made with 2,200 new
primary schools with effect from July 1,

There will be a corresponding ex-
pansion and reorganisation of secondary
education and the Government, it is
announced, proposes to bridge the exist-
ing gap between the Hindustani and
Anglo-Hindustani schools.

The Government have decided to in-
troduce the theory of Education, includ-
ing Educational Psychology, School
Management and History of Education
as one of the optional subjects for the
Intermediate Examination to meet the -
shortage of suitable teachers,

MYSORE

NEW TEACHERS’ COLLEGE
FOR MYSORE

The Government of Mysore have
sanctioned the opening of a Teachers’
Training College of the University at an
estimated cost of about Rs. 2,00,000 non-
recurring and Rs, 35,000 recurring. Pro.
vision for Rs, 50,000 non-recurring ex-
penditure and Rs. 25,000 recurring has
been made in the University budget for
1947—48. "

It is also intended to establish an
experimental and research educational

laboratory in order to initiate, stimulate

and guide experiment and research in
education, The College is to have practis-

.ing schools of all three grades as model

institutions in the State.

i
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BASIC EDUCATION

Dr. ZAKIR HUSSAIN’S VIEWS

A number of interesting points re-
lating to Basie Education (Nayi Talim)
were elucidated by Dr. Zakir Hussain
President of the Hindustani Talimi
Sangh in the course of a discussion

“he had with a gathering of workers
and students on June 13th at the
Hindi Prachar Sabha, Madras.

Basic education, he said, had now
been ten year in the field and in a
limited way it had been practised.
They knew its faults and its good
points also. With a view to clearing
up any misapprehension in the matter,
and facilitating fruitful discussion, he
would define basic education broadly
as follows: ‘ Basic education is a
schene of State education, free and
compulsory for all boys and girls
between 7 and 14 years of age, 1o
be conducted through the mother-
tongue of the pupils, with some pro-
ductive manual activity as the core
round which other information, habits
and skill considered socially desirable
to be imparted, inculcated or produced
in the boys and girls during that age
span can be correlated and integrated.”

For over an hour and half. D,
Zakir Hussain answered questions,
giving information and explaining
difficult points, mingling these with
“humorous repartees, which kept the
whole proceedings lively.

’ To a question whother “Nayi
Talim” was intended to displace the
presen: education, Dr. Zakir Hussain
said that it should so displace, during
the age-span he had referred to
namely, 7 to 14.

In consequence, higher and univer.
sity education may suffer, remarkeq
ons men.berin the audience. Dr. Zakir
Hussain replied. “If university edu-
cation suffers by good and sound educi.
tion at the bottom, it might well dg g »

DIVERSIFICATION

“How do you propose to correlate
basic education to the subsequent
stages of education?” was another
question asked. This, Dr. Zakir
Hussain, replied, was not a problem
of basic education, though it was an
important problen: relating to edu-
cation. The principle underlying good
education was that there should be
correspondence between the minds to
be educated and ‘‘the goods of cul-
ture ” through w.ich they were to be
educated. The post-basic stage of edu-
cation should be “a diversitied sys-
tem” which would take cognisance 0
the various types of mind that have to
be educated. Where that divorsification
should begin was the question. He
had previously advocated the age Of
12 for this, but his feeling now was
that it should begin at 14. After 14
there would be diversified secondary
schools leading on to the university-

Replying to another question Dr-
Zakir Husssian said that the working
and results of the basic education had
been assessed as impartially and scien-
tifically as possible in the circumstances
and the result has been found to be
very encouraging.

Asked about the nummber of hours
that he considered desirable for teach:
ing crafts and other subjects, Dr. 48~
kir Hussain said that the question
indicated that the “subject conception
of teaching still porsisted, Basic edll,:
cation wasa “psychological approsch
to instruction and not ‘a 1080
approach ' as would be valid in the
case of adults for instance—Craft Wa8
itself education,—as much educa.tlo!;
as teaching of certain subjects. Bu
since the '‘ Subject conception” pre-
vailed, allocation of time became #
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consideration. There need, h.oweve'r,
be no hard and fast 1ule in this
matter and it might be elastic accord-
ing to the circamstances and condition
of each school.

One member asked: .“ Basic edu-
cation might fit all right in a system
of Gandhian economics. But would it
fit into modern conditions of econo-
mics ?

Dr. Zakir Hussian answered that
although it was an important part of
Gandhian economy, it need not be ex-
clusively an adjunct of that p.hlloso-
phy. That was a point on which he
said, there was no more dlfferen_ce of
opinion even among his own fmepds.
His own conviction was that even n a
thoroughly industrialised, socialistic or
communist order, basic education
would be the best system to have.
Even in such a society, schools serving
children between 7 and 14 should be
craft-centred.

Mr. T. S. AVANASHILINGAM
AT THE SOUTH-BEAST ASIA
CONFERENCE

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar,
Minister for Education, welcoming the
delegates to the South Kast Asia
Confercnce held last month in the
Banqueting Hall, Madas, «aid that
two world wars had come and gone
but they had not raised very much
the status of the common man.
The slogans uttered during the war
were mostly forgotten very soon
aftcr the war was over and it see’n}ed
asif they were in a worse position
to-day than ever before. But there
seemed to be a golden ray; a ray which
promised hope and cheer. God willing
they would have complete independ-
ence within a few months.

Proceeding, the Minister said : Our
problems are immense The poverty of

our people, want of food and shelters
these must be tackled at once. Wealth
has been concentrated in a few hands
and it is essential that there must be
a more even disitribution of it among
the people. More than distribution,
what we require is the creation of
wealth. It is human effort that is the
sole creator of all wealth in this world.
This basic understanding of wealth is
something which every one of usshould
appreciate and with this understand-
ing must come a tremendous effort to
put in the best labour we can in every
walk of life.

It was unfortunate, the Minister
continued, that students in this coun-
try and possibly elsewhere had learnt
to take life very easy. No man or
woman who took things easy could
achieve great things in life. “Shouting
slogans, strikes, and such other things
may be methods which might have
been useful in times of agitation, but
when we are setting down to building
a new India and a great future for
this country, what is wanted is patient
and persistent work, and indomitable
resolve to set high standards and to
achieve them. This means steady and
patient work. 1 want every ome of
you, young men and women in this
great country, to get immense and
unbounded strength and, let me tell
you, discipline, purity of personal life,
character and devotion to a cause ar
the sources of stiength.” :

Concluding  Mr. “Avinashilingam
sai that if this old sordid world was
to be re-fashioned into one of hope,
love and beauty, it could be done only
through their students, who had ideals,
strength of mind, intelligence and
application. “I have no doubt that
the proceedings of your Conference
will be characterised with that sense
of brotherliness, love and vision whieh
are the real foundations:: of true
civilisation,”



FOREIGN CURRENTS
NEW TRENDS

IN EDUCATION

Great Changes under Way in Britain
By Mr. ROSETTA DESBROW

S the provisions of the Educa-
tion Act of 1944 are being imple-
mented, Britain’s education sys-

tem is passing through great changes.
The school leaving age was raised this
year from 14 to 15,- but this was by
no means the most important change
envisaged by the Act.

An alteration in the names of
schools draws attention to the changes
in the system of education which are
being made throughout the country.
Formerly, free education for children
from 6 to 14 years was called ele-
mentary education. Now, children
from 2 to 11 are educated in primary
schools and from 11 upward in
secondary schools.

EMPHASIS ON APTITUDE

The principle underlying the new
nomenclature is the idea that up to
the age of 11, it is only the child’s
age that should be taken into account
in determining the type of education
he should receive. After 11, his
special aptitude should be consiaered,
and the type of work he will do.

Schooling is not compulsory for
children between 2 anl 5, but nurserv
schools for these ages have to be pro-
vided. In the compulsory stage of
primary education, the children are
grouped into infants, from 5 to 8, and
juniors, from 8 to 11. Where there are
gufficient numbers, the schools them-
selves may be housed in separate
buildings.

LOCAL AUTHORITIES

These schools which  provide free
education, can only loosely be describ-
ed as State schools. It is true they
are provided by statutory authority,
but they are the responsibility of local

education authorities, of which there
are 146 scattered through England
and Wales. These local education
authorities form part of the system of
local government in Britain.

The functions of local education
authorities are described in these
words of the Education Act:

“The statutory system of public
education shall be organised in three
progressive stages to be known as
primary education, secondary educa-
tion, and further eduocation; and’it
shall be the duty of the local educa-
tion authority for every area, so far
as their powers extend, to contribute
towards the spiritual, moral, mental,
and physical development of the
community by securing that efficient
education throughout those stages
shall be available to meet the needs
of the population of their areas .

DECENTRALISATION

This decentralisation of education
is one of the characteristics of -the

English education system. It must -

not be thought, however, that the
State does no more than to enact that
there shall be schools. The tax-payers’
money must be properly spent, and
rather more than half the money ¢pent
on publicly provided free education
comes from central Government funds,
the rest being contributed from local
rates.

The Minister of Eduocation exer-
cises his functions in a number of
ways. Government inspectors visit
every school, to see that efficient in-
struction is being given, and to advige
teachers and local authorities, Tea-
chers have to be ‘“‘recognised ” by the

‘medical
.National Health Service is set up in

FOREIGN

Minister of Education ‘- as suitably
trained and qualified.

Since the curriculum in schools is
not laid down by the central authority,
it varies from school to school. This
allows the special needs of town and
country districts to be taken into
account.

OUT-DOOR ACTIVITIES

The tuition the child receives is
not confined to olass-room lessons.
There are visits to museums, art
galleries, public utilities and swimming
baths. Great emphasis is laid on phy-
sical education.

Wherever possible, and particu-
larly in country schoo's, the children
may keep hens, rabbits and pigs, and
do gardening. In most schools, girls
are taught cooking and housewifery,
and boys carpentry and metal work.
Art and singing are never neglected.
The emphasis is on the children learn-
ing by doing things for themselves
rather than on learning parrot fashion
from what the teacher tells them.

PLANS FOR NEW S87”HOOLS

Suitable buildings are essential if
the newest ideas of the functions of
education are to be carried out. Build-
ing labour and materials are short in
Britain, but plans are being made to

" build new schools.

Many schools still being used are
no longer considered suitable for their
purpose. Some are over 60 years old,
with small dark and unheated class-
rooms, no outdoor playgrounds, and
no water laid on. Additional space is
needed to keep pace with- develop-
ments in the theory of education

The school plays an important
part in looking after the health of the
children. Not onlv is there regular
inspection,. but . until the

1948, local education authorities must
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ensure that any necessary treatment
is received.

Eventually all schools are to
provide children with a mid-day meal,
and the vast majority already do.
Free milk is now provided as a matter
of course.

SHORTAGE OF TEACHERS

One of the biggest problems today
is the shortage of teachers. It is the
despair of teacbers that they have to
deal with classes which often include
as many as 50 children. This position,
however, is steadily improving,

Teachers are needed to reduce
these numbers so that each child has
what individual attention is necessary,
and to meet the increased school
ropulation arising from the raising of
the school leaving age. To catch up
on the loss of potential teachers
during the war, and to increase the
total numbers, there is an emergency
scheme of training, which is proving
popular, especially with ex-Service
men and women, and is providing
“schools with new and fresh blood.

While these two shortages of tea-
chers and buildings are causing anxiety
and difficuities all over the country, it
is recognised that the Butler Act—as
the Education Art. of 1944 is known—
opens up a new vista for education.
Education in Britain today is by no
means in an ‘'ideal condition, but it
knows where it is going. v
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Democracy in Secondary
Schools

NDER this caption T wish to
impress on the managements, tea-
chers, and parents the urgent need

for the introduction of changes which
will guarantee the smooth running of
administration on efficient lines.

The factors involving in the efficieney
are the school, the teacher, the boy, and
the parent. As our country is not rich
enough to hold schools o1 the westerm
fashion it is impending on the Educa-
tionalists to revolutionize the system
prevailing in schools.

1) The School mnst have the portions
with suitable and simple type of furni-
ture, two retiring rooms,-one for children,
and another for teachers,

9) Headmaster’s room and clerk’s
room with seating accomodation for
visitors.

3) A good hostel under the students
management having a warden.

4) A good library and a refreshment
room.

53) A dispensary for children and  tea-
chers—free of cost.

6) A visitors’ room.

7) A garden.

On the whole the school must appear
to the young minds as a fancy thing, and
attract them. It should not be quite
different from school and appear like a
prison,

I know there isa cry for funds. This
want was a national ery, But nowadays
every man having an idea to spread
education is doing a great service by
" granting donations in kind and coin.

I am very sorry for there is no such

EDUCATIONAL INDIA

man in the street to stop this kind of
brute force and take up the law to drive

away the illiteracy in the country. It 18

the duty of one and all to do their best

to educate the masses. Tt is the only:
feasible thing whioch at present can be

carried out with ease,

Tt is not improper to mention &
word about the poor status of teachers.
It is not due to any outside infiuence
but inward impurities existing in the
teachers. Tt is not due to the agitation
of the teachers’ association that an
attempt iy made to raise the status of
the teacher. It is the purity of mind of
the congress that have forced the people
at the hehn of affairs to do a bit to raise
the pay and status of teachers, I appeal
to the teachers who agitate for higher
pay and status that none can raise the
status of another by mere raising the
salaries. [t is the teachers’ service to
people that can raise the status of the
teacher. The teacher is considered to be
above the commoner and he should not
behave in a way causing worry to the
Indian leaders. They have to wait and
see the future of their lot. It is'the
purity of mind alone that can work
wounders. It is God to helievers, It'is a
chost to non-believers,

Promotions and Examinations have
to be followed as per the majority wish
or people relating to the area. It should
not be thrust on people who are unwill.
ing to aceept. Tf the school authorities
impose their conditions on peoples, people
take thoir turn to do justice, Therefore
it is the wish and need of the people that
ean change the present confusing gystem
of Examinations and promotions.

It is the duty of every teacher,
whether he is in College, High school or
Klementary School, to win Fhe sympathy
of people. It is not our ability to SP;& b
of our great literary attainments tha
can bring good status for us, but our
sincerity of purpose, free service to
people in wiping out illiteracy, &“dt,ou;
compaigns against brute force. At a lmd
when the country 18 passing its har
days for food and elothing 1t 18 nat
proper for the teacher to raise his threa-
tening weapon of strike and regignation.

. — A Lover of Educalion
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