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* International Educational Conference ”

" By Miss KAPILA KHANDVALA,
B. 8., B.T. (Bom.), M. A. (U.S.A.)

[ Miss Kapila Khandvala and Dr. K. 'G. Saiyidain were the two
Delegates representing India at the International Educational Conference
eonvened by the New Education Fellowship in Australia, in August last.
Readers will be interested to know that Miss Khandvala after taking her B, A,
Degree in Bombay University had been to the U. S. A. for further study and
on her way back she toured all the European countries studying their educa-
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tional problems. Next she went to China and delivered in the Chinese Univer-
sity several lectures on Indian problems. At present she is the Education
Officer of the Bombay Municipal Corporation. We give below her account of

the proceedings of the Conference. ]

HE Conference was organised by

the Australian Branch of the

world-wide Organisation of the
New Education Fellowship. Eminent
educationists from England, U. S. A,,
France, Holland, Poland, Czechoslo-
vakia, New Zealand, China and India,
attended it as delegates representing
their respective countries.

Special mention may be made of
Mr. S. H. Wood from the Ministry of
Education in England (Mr. Wood of
the Abbot & Wood Report on Techni-
ca}l Education in 1ndia ), Mr. Theodore
Brameld of the Minnesata University
U.S. A., Mr. Kees Boeke from Holland,
and last but not the least interesting
were the delegates from Poland,
France, Czechoslovakia, . who had
taken part in the anti-Nazi under-
ground movement, and considered
themselves lucky to be alive while a

number of their colleagues were killed

by the Germans. India was repre-
gsented by Dr. K. G. Saiyidain and
myself. The Conference began its
gessions in Brisbane (Queensland) on
the 31st August 1946, and held its
sittings in various cities, viz., Sydney,
Melbourne, Hobart, Adelaide and
Perth— thus covering all the States
of Australia.

The main theme of the Conference
was education for International under-

standing. There was, however, a great
deal of discussion on education itself,
and on social problems such as Child
Delinquency, Day Nurseries, Youth
Training, Adult Education, Visual
Education, Broadcasting and Films
in School.

At the very outset, while taking
part in the deliberations, it was
pointed out by me and stressed by the
delegates from France, Poland and
America that all talk of international
goodwill, understanding and peace,
was futile so long as nations were kept
in subjection and race prejudice and
discrimination were allowed to prevail.
I also made it clear to the Conference
that there was no hope for any inter-
national understanding or peace as
long as children of different countries
in the world were fed on text-books
containing shoeking  distortions of
truth, calculated to create and nurse
prejudices against Other countries as
wasg actually found by me in some
text-books in Australia. One of the
most important jobs to be done by the
New Education Fellowship was, there-
fore, to stop this poison of prejudice
against nations spreading and to
promote better understanding between
nations through correct information
about the culture and progress of dif-
ferent countries of the world and
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through the exchange of students,
teachers, professors, doctors, nurses,
etc., between them. '

As a rule, most of the sittings of
the New Education Fellowship Con-
ference, were attended by very large
audiences, numbering thousands, in all
the chief cities of the various states of
Australia. Tam giving short sum-
maries of the speeches delivered at dif-
ferent sittings by various delegates,
on important topics, which T think
were particularly interesting, informa-
tive and instructive.

Mr. Kees Boeke of Holland, ex-
plained his International workshop
Children’s community known as Werk-
plaatz in Bilthoven, Holland. The
school had a system of self-Govern-
ment and was called * Sociocracy’.
The teachers were called ‘Co-operators’.
The children were given absolute
freedom. Votes were never taken but
all matters were reasoned out. This
practice, he pleaded, must be practised

-in the adult world, and each must
seek the happiness of all if war was to
be abolished.

Dr. Maria Zobrowska of the-

Ministry of Education of Poland, in
her talk on “ Education Among the
Ruins ”’, outlined the efforts to re-
organise education in Poland after the
wartime years of what she described
as “ systematioc and ruthless attempts
to exterminate the culture of the
Polish people.” She gave a statistical
summary of the extent of the attempt
at extermination. All the Univer-
sities, Academies, Secondary schools
and Museums were closed and all
scientific and oultural organisations
had been prohibited.  Among the
6 million (60 lakhs) Poles murdered
. by the Germans, she said that there
_were 20,000 elementary teachers (50%
of the pre-war total), 16,000 high
school teachers (30% of the pre-war
- total), 450 professors (50% of the pre-
iwar total), 500 artists, 325 writers,

262 journalists and 760 lawyers ‘in
Warsaw alone. Of the 13,000 Polish
physicians, only 6,000 were left. The
heaviest toll of death fell upon the
educated classes, Material losses—
were also considorable. She also drew
attention to the changing social
and economic conditions in Post-War
Poland, to which its educational
system was being reoriented and
adjusted. She outlined the general
plan of the present educational re-
forms at the pre-school, elementary,
secondary, vocational and academic
levels

She pointed out some encourag-

ing features of the new era of post-,

war education. Eagerness for educa-
tion among the Polish youth was
greater than it ever had been. “ The
German invader in closing our schools
and murdering both students and
teachers, seems to have awakened a
strong desire and will for learning.
Never before have we had in our
University classes amd audiences,
students as attentive and serious as
to-day. We do undertake this new
struggle for reconstruction with the
strong belief that it is a struggle for
a better life and a true place in the
deeply-desired family of democratic
nations, where international wunder-
standing cannot be achieved without

a really democratic, universal edu-
cation.”

Prof. Theodore Brameld of the
Minnesata University, U.S. A., was
particularly outspoken in his views on
racial discrimination, and education
in its relation to real democracy and
freedom. He believed that schools
were for the people and not the people
for the schools. For too long had

.the interests of real education beem

shifted by rules and standards. An
inter-relation was necessary between
the school and the community. AH
education had to start, from the
vital interests of the students themr-
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selves and it was a matter, not to.b'e
confined to one period of an indivi-
dual’s life, but should extend - from
the cradle to the grave.” Schools sh‘ould
be exciting and adventurous. * Let
school be fun and hard work at the
same time,” he said. He asked for better
equipmont and more and  better
trained teachers.” If we vyan’t good
education, we must pay for it.’

Prof. Brameld, speaking on the
topic of education and racial discri-
mination, observed that the whl_tes
could no longer keep on ‘‘drawing
colour line 7. He said that the coloured
people, the other two-thirds'of .the
World’s population, were getting tired
of being exploited and were beginning
to organise resistance. He warned the
white democracies to beware and take
more interest in these people. The
Japanese, the Indians and the Negroes
he said, had plenty of brains and they
too could soon learn the use of atomic
energy. _

glge pointed out that the public
conscience in the United States, was
deeply disturbed over the treatment
of minority groups. America had gone
to war against Hitler because .he
belived in racial superiority and racial
diserimination but, if they were to
look at the treatment of Negroes and
Maxican Americans, within their own
country, U.S. A, they will have to
hang their heads in shame.

The contradiction between the
democratic creed and its practice
would have to be solved in the United
States, if democracy were to endure.

Prof. Brameld urged Australian
teachers to seize every opportunity for
spreading inter-cultural relationships
through history, - geograpby, social

_gtudies, political science, natural

soiences and economics.

Another important topic touched
by Pref. Brameld was that of educa-
tion for workers. He stressed the need
of education speeially for organised

»

workers. He believed that given an
opportunity workers were capable of
great things. He narrated how workers
in America wrote and produced a
play called “Pins and Needles” in
New York on Broadway stage. The
play went on for a whole year and was
greatly appreciated. He gave a'ﬁve
points Scheme for worker’s education :

1. It should be different from
Adult Education and should be such
as would give them greater opportuni-
ties for collective bargaining.

2. Very best technicians should
be utilised.

3. Teachers must be regarded as
workers so that they can understand
the dignity of work and can appreci-
ate the problems of workers better.

4. Such Education should be
sponsored as an activity of the labour
movement of the country.

5. It should not indoctrinate but
should build a strong democratic par-
tiality in the workers. o

Professor Joseph Wee Ai, Direc-
tor of the National Central University,
Nanking, while describing the condi-
tion of education in China said that
elementary school course in China
took six years and high school course.
another six years.

All students at National Univer-.
gities in free China received their tuis;
tion and board free. There were:
78,000 University students in Free
China as compared with 42,000 before
the War with Japan. The majority
were at National Universities.. There
were a number of Teachers’ Colleges
with several thousand students. He
said that before the War there were
six million adults in schools and during
the war and at present there are 60
millions. Literacy before the War was
40 % and now it has risen to 60%. .

. Prof. O. Matousek of Czechoslo-,
vakia dealt with Radio as a means.of,

'
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child and adult education. The new
trends in education in his country were
to have open-air schools and to have
political education as a subject in all
secondary schools and universities, Tt
was thought necessary to understand
the politics and culture of their neigh-
bours as a result of the experience
gained during the war.

Miss Joan Cass of England stres-
sed the need for Nursery Schools. They
would help the working woman and
also encourage to develop a spirit of
team work among children,

Miss Jean Chaton, who had the
distinction of having taken active part
in the resistance movement in the last
Warand who was now representing
the Ministry of Education in France,
gave an interesting talk on civie and
social education in Franee.

In a special talk she made inter-
esting points on the nature of educa~
tion and the duties of organisations
like the U. N.E. 8, C. O. and the New
Education Fellowship. She emphasised
the need of the United Nations
Educational Scientific and Cultural
Organisation publications to be accu-
rate in their information about differ-
ent countries of the world. She was also
strongly of opinion that all scientific
knowledge and discoveries should be
available to all and she considered it
a moral and social wrong to treat
them as closely—guarded secrets. All
such knowledge must be used for
human welfare and progress,

She belived that ‘education could
play an important part in establishing
peace in the world. Education alone
cannot, however, abolish the War,
she said, There must also be freedom
from fear and want and for that the
whole structure of human society
must be altered.

"Mr. 8. H. Wood of the Ministry
of Education in England gave an
outline of the new Education Act of

1944 in England. As some of the
provisions of this act are of a striking
nature, they are given below :—

1. The New Education Act provides
free and compulsory Education for
all children up to fifteen years and
later on up to 16 years. The Govern-
ment have decided to give 5 shillings
per week per child except the first till
they are 18 under the family allowance
from 1-8-1946, &0 as to supplement
the income of poor parents who are

forced to rely on the income of their
children.

2. It provides nursery schools for
children between 2 and & years as

they are essential for child develop
ment.

3. 1t makes secondary education
free and provides for enough schools
in every area,

4. Every one under the age of 18
leaving school would have compulso-
rily to attend school or what is called
country college for one day in the week
fixed by the school in cities and towns
and for two months at a stretch in a
residential college in villages.

5. The Government will provide two
hundred million pounds a year and
train  and recruit one hundred
thousand more teachers, and make the

profession of the teachers more attrac-
tive.

6. A building programme is to be
undertaken as soon as home building
programme is finished.

Mr. J. A. Lauweys, Deputy Chair-
man of the New Education Fellowship
and official representative of the
United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural organisation, in one of
his speeches said that the three impor-
tant problems facing the world were :-

1. How to realise the potential

power that science had placed before
the world.

-
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2. How to extend the way of demo-
cracy and .

3. How to think internationally.

If lducation was to play a big
part in world affairs, it was necessary
to have new experiment in education
and follow a bolder policy and not be
afraid of making mistakes.

Prof. Lauwerys was of the opinion
that it was possible far education to
mould a new generation imbued with
the ideals of maintaning and furthe-
ring the democratic way of life -and
capable of thinking globally instead of
nationally.

Boldness, experimentation and
research were, theiefore, necessary on
the part of teachers.

Experimental ' schools might be
expensive, but the world could not
afford to be without them. Children in
such schools were not treated as
guinea pigs but on the contrary were
far happier than children in ordinary
schools. One of the greatest problems
to be solved to-day was to make

gople realise that no frontiers
could be allowed to exist in the world.
Education should, therefore, he direc-
ted towards that goal. He also out-
lined the work and policy of the U. N.
E.S.C. 0.

Prof. G. S. Browne of the Educa-
tion Department at the Melbourne
University, said that progressive edu-
cation in Australia has been fettered

" in the past but the fetters were being

loosened and many good experiments
and advances were coming to light.
Speaking about the system of
examination, he said that the tyranny
of examination is still existing in
Auctralia. He expressed the opinion
that external examination should not
be allowed to dominate the education
system. There should be more and
more of the internal examination
gystem in education. Prof. Browne
believed that the teaching profession

should be made more attractive. He
suggeated many reforms in the
Australian system of education.

Mr. S. Lewis, President of the
Teachers’ Federation, New - South
Wales, and Miss Lucy Woodcock,
Senior Vice-President of the same
pleaded for the unity in peace time
that they had during the war. In their
talk on “New Deal in Education >
they stressed the need of world
organisation in Education and greater
alliance with other countries as well as
great co-operation between parents
and teachers.

In reference to Australia, they
gaid that in the interest of Education
it was essential (1) to increase the
salaries of teachers, (2) to increase the
number of training institutions, (3) to
decrease the number of children per
teacher, (4) to provide better buildings
and more equipment and right kind of
furniture to all schools (5) to raise the
compulsory school age, (6) to provide
enough pre-school centres, (7) to make
greater.use of the press, radio,y films
for educational purposes, (8) to make
Federal Govt. contribute  more
towards education. :

In addition to the part I took in
the initial and general discussion of
the Conference, already mentioned by
me in the beginning, I participated in
the sittings of the Conference at
Brisbane, Sydney, Melbourne and
Adelaid. I had occasions to address
very large audiences and spoke on
the following topics :—

1. Education in India.

2. Primary Education in Bombay
City.

3. Kducational reconstruction in
India.

4. Education in relation to Social
condition. )

5. Education for peace—sympo-
sium in which Mr. Wood and miss
Payne of England Mr. Kees Boeke of
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Federalism : The Philosophy of Unity
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Headmaster, Hindu College High School, Quntur
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is not a mere historical study of it8
origin and growth that suffices, but a
perfect philosophy which goes deeper
into the roots of things. For the
guccess of either a United States of
Europe or a Federated India their
basing themselves on the firm founda-
tion of a sound philosophy is the
pecessary pre-requisite. !

It is admitted on all hands that
nothing imposed can last long and no
exotic plant can lustily thrive. One
has to note with satisfaction that the
philosophy hehind Federalism is not
only native to India, but that it is
the best contribution that India has
to offcr to the world. The Upani-
shads which have in them the utter-
ances of inspired souls, have pro-
pounded the philosophy ef Unity in
Difference in unequivocal terms— &
philosophy which must be construed
as the very basis for Federalism.
Though in essence all things in crea-
tion are just the same, bound up with
the. One and Indivisible, the very act
of creation makes all divergent, each
%o function in its own separate sphere
of time and space. Not one created
object is the same as another, not
even twins born at the same moment.

Eko vasi sarva bhutantaretma

Ekam rupam hahude yahkaroti.

Such being the secret of creation
the success of human institutions and
happiness in individual life can ke
based upon their being based on a
realisation of this truth. The next two
lines of the verse quoted above run
“as follows.

Tam atmastham ye anupasyanti
Dhirah, Tesham\ Santi saswati
‘ Netharesham.

Wise men who seek unsullied and
sternal peace have to realise this
gecret of essential unity and manifest
difference. When and where the stress
for unity has to be made and when

for difference is a matter for the

creative artist to decide. The painter
and sculptor, preeminent ~ among :
artists, stand aloof from their picture
or figure in order to contemplate the
essential unity of their object, while in
the immediate act of creation attend to
the parts and- the infinitesimal detail.
To one who takes life itgelf as a.
piece of art—as it ghould be—the essen-
tial unity is the object of contem-
plation in secluded moments; Wwhile -
when he comes out into the field of
life his work is with the manifested
differences—the myriad shapes of the
one shapeless thing. One cannot but be
struck with wonder Kow the Arch
creator leaves his children on the
Earth free to shape out their ends
each in his own way and in company
with the confederates he chooses, and-
seems to rejoice in the multicoloured
effulgence resulting from that residual
freedom. Yet, one who gtudies
human history from age to age, and
reflects on the vast current of human
life, can also see how He sends out
His messengers who both by precept.
and example turn the distracted world
to a realisation of the essential unity
of the race. That the Creator’s stress
is more on diversity than on unity can
be seen from this, that these corrective
agencies are few and far between and
man has been endowed with a real
freedom to shape his life. In this vast
laboratory of the world there is every
sgcope for one who so desires to conduct
researches in life and make his own
show a new facet and new grace.

The mightiest of human organisa-
tions, and the most vital to human
progress as a whole, is the state, and
it is necessary that this is based upon
a realisation of the Truth contained in
the Upanishdic text quoted above.
Thinkers of the nineteenth century,
foremost among whom may be placed
the Sage Prophet of India—Raja Ram.
Mohan Roy—have envisaged the .
essential unity of the human race and-~
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Pretensions. This holiciny & o
Proen atholicity i
angngIgeizd of the day——;sgrl cl>sf 1';}}11c
intuitive anI:lOtphisllc()gs;:)iﬁ}??nt phat th(Lz
ic i
grg«ignggnd posited II))y a}‘{aﬁzlltﬁ(ﬁ?
lised ins y viv‘as sought to be crys’w,li
by the no%)rl? ound religious experienc
ou Carama Ha ?
v Srlid Ig]i(szﬁ be a Radha, anotllxrfl;at'ir%c
Mo i na, at another the prophe(tj:
Moo s ({et another time the
and th;lsanin irilso t}r;ienr lJesus oty
fi)irflfl;?:sme thfs variegate%iixcl;);{:ﬁgg;lt};'
POSSiblnept times and climes. Whmt(;
possi tel in the realm of the spiri(t i:
mor, Whlan possible in the physical
fiold theegicgzzlzltz are more mat}:arf:i
ay organisati .
22% (fgpet Ef the United N ftions t(l)(;lglfu?if-‘
World’B e world Food Board, the
World atnk ete., which indicate l’mmi-\
stak y ha_t all the problems of lif,
sowggegy minute they be, have to bz,
their sucﬂes: :c?: lgn lt))f;si.s, d_e_pend o
pr?)%tm;,t'ic value but u?;rlll glggxféi?oor
of m&neﬁ?gdmade to realise the onene::
O, man! nl . The wurge for all this
S ot o ould be the deep urge comin
o © very core of the human g_
Y. Whichever other 1? or
figures on the political stage, thIe)e rs:;;

progress of the world is secured only

by such leade ;
Y rs or teache f man-
kind as the Mahatma. Asnmx:]sofound -

b

ayvz}rlim and orders of sauvants 8re

powe,r_lnecessury . network of Hpi[‘ituﬂl

$ype Ofxousqs which supply the right.

ful workr_noth power for the success*
ing of theso organisations.

politif:l)lr n ?IICCessful working of any
necessl;ﬁ. s;: ome for the world it i8
tenceofy or us to recofinise the exis-
Ty m'p:ultlcu]ur talent, and separat®
facilitic c}u tural contributions. Fullest
existi (rH Juve to bo offered for the
new’rl:-%, groups ol people, or for any
for tﬁ o (I;I) that springs up, to organise
or graco ""(Cl"l"nent of special virtues
special fs. ne learns that that is the
organi 011ltu1_0 of the U. 8. 8. R, While
and a i‘;‘ together for common defence
this new%lrr:‘ond economic programme,
freedom  f Ited States provides fullest
particular or the development of
o Tu ar ‘vn-tugs and special cultures.
things g:’g:.wltl} true insight into
incisive ::r fn %us peculiar  startling
all religio ay, rightly observes; when
deadem ns are one, then God is
strikes ate{:;:mg that dull uniformity
element whi th_ery root of the creative
nature of ng-llxse ;’,ge foremost in the

In the i i

peculiar circumstances
Zgrlllstésafed to our land, which may be
worlil e:}ed to be an epitome of the
worl l,l_xe need for the realisation in
thisatrllf:ﬁm a,ll. the fields of it, of
s W-.Umty. in Difference is
urgont, ithout it we cannot- live
e 01(1) n:)nr1 a single day. We may have
o egn language, but individual
encourg and  their cultures need
pnao hiiement and protection. . No
P das many diverse faiths as
Dars, 1'11: they ‘all need a fostering

- Though the claim for a sepa-

;:t:heNagionali_ty made by the Muslims
ikbhs is not in keeping with

thgotc.ll?er?\d trends, it is wise to concede
bt uslims their right to develop
selves into a distinct body of

FILM AND EDUCATIONe

r faith entering into

seople with thei
people Wi i o

every aspect of their social life. >
too to the Sikhs who are & composite
community who have sought to com-
bine in them the best of the two faiths
in India—Hinduism and Islam. Yet
to ensure harmony and the presence
of an underlying sense of unity, a
eomparative study of religions and
eultures and gocial systems may be
made compulsory, in different degrees
at different stages of education. The
practice obtaining in the Gettysburg
Collegs in United States cf America—
of making the study of comparative
religion obligatory on all undergradu-

277

ates of the institution is a pointer
and needs copying in this land, the
other research laboratory of social and
religious sciences.
though a noble virtue, is too flimsy to
stand the onslaught arising out of &
clash of divergent interests, and the
abiding peace of mankind can be
secured only through an intelligent
realisation of each other’s culture and
contribution, which in itself is the
fruit of a comparative study of
religions, races and cultures—which is
pound to establish this Truth of

Unity in Difference.

Mere tolerance,

e i 10

FILM AND EDUCATION

By Shri NEI, GOKHALE

OR Films to become 2 vital aid in
our educational reconstruction
programie, they must be thought

of asan ally of the teacher, as an
educational and cultural tool. This
aspect has hitherto been neglected and
disdained by those in privileged posi-
tions who either influenced or
controlled over educational policies.
Throughout _its career It India film
pas suffered much criticism that was
neither jnformed nor constructive; but
the orthodox view is changing rapidly
and film like the printed word is being
given due recognition of its power to
depict much that is good, imagina-
tively, realistically and emotionally.
To be of real educational value,
i is true that the film industry must
mend it8 ways.and the producers of
films must become education-censcious.
But this is easier said than done
because & Vicious circle is present here.
It involves in guccession, idealists,
teachers, educators, administrators
and producers. The explanation for

the existence O
convincing enough.

Films cannot be produced for a

restricted  consumption (buying or

renting market ) and the teacher who

is film-wise bas to sift and adapt his

teaching plans and be content Wwith

the available films, which are low-cost,

quick-return, ready-made films.” More-

over, due to the entire absence of any
organised central authority to guide

our teachers in film matters, the
prospective film user has to search for
suitable films from amongst piles of
trade catalogues which may not even
be indexed in a way which will help
the teacher with his curriculum and
even when he has gone through this,
he must be satisfied with films which
may contain bad photographs - and
what is still more annoying, edited
and arranged for the general public
audience. ‘ :

One can see how an ambitious
teacher, enthusiastic enough to devote
his spare time and energy in utilizing
flm medium in the course of his
normal teaching programme, buys

£ this vicious circle is experience dearly; is usually prejudiced

at the end of his experiment and
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80 concludes that film
superfluous aid (basing his judgement
on material that ought not to have
been handled by him at all). The
result is, he soon ceases to  take
Interest in all teaching aids, films in
particular ; his faith in the classic
*“ blackboard chalk and talk ” teach-
Ing method is reaffirmed and his

superiors are informed duly of his sad
eéxperiment..,

Thus right from the bottom of
the ladder the education authorities
cannot see anything but trouble in the
idea of using Film, nor do they see in
1t as an ally of the teacher, as an aid
to teaching and learning. Film, for
that matter, does not get a sporting
chance to justity itself. Schemes of
visual education,

carefully hatched,
are squeezed into obsolete files to

await oblivion. On the other side, the
producers pocket suffers, the idealist

is frustrated and everyone turns a
defeat.

itself is g

This however, is only the dark
side of the picture...The silver lining 18
brightening and an increasing interest
Is ‘being evinced by people; school
teachers, educationists and those who
guide the educational world.

In this issue, no small credit may
be attributed to the (overnment
which makes it compulsory for every
theatre to show a minimum of two
educational - shorts with each big
feature film. Thus the Film producers
get their minimum demand, the publio
gets a  bigger programmo and the
Yyoungsters, who would otherwise have
resisted any attempt to turn their
hours of relaxation into a time of
obvious mental toil and uplift were
introduced to educational -films with-
out their knowing it.

In fact there is growing in public
a general consciousness of film being
the fit medium for education and
culture as well as entertainment.

“The Task betore our Educationist ”’
By AN EDUCATIONIST

¢¢|F people could only read.........»
This is the greatest worry that
is at present facing our educa-
tionists. 'Lhe vast masses of illiterate
are to be taught reading and writing,
The education has to be both techni.
cal, academical, catering to the needs
of the country and the people. This
bas to be done within the limited
scope of the coutry’s budget, and the
poor financial condition of the people.
It bas to be cheap as well. These are
the basic and primary questions
haunting the educationist of to-day.

But does the responsibility of the
educationist cease if only he provides
merely the machinery and organisa-
tion for the above mentioned pro-

blems ? That will be merely doing
the administrator’s part of the work.
Executing a task does not necessarily
mean that the work has been carried
out with life and vigour. What we
want is new life and new spirit. This
vital energy in the educational insti-
tutions could only come if there is
definite and planned ideal or goal for
which the institutions are to run.
And then all the apparatus and

machinery of the educational organi--

sation has to be harnessed and
focussed toward achieving the ideal.
What then is the ideal towards
which we would like our educationist
to aim at? It is of course the re-
modelling of our society on the new

THE TASK BEFORE

rinciples that are being: put into
f)ra,ctilce in the various progressive
countries of the world. Aund to p}:-
pare the new generation, fit to be 1;} e
citizens of the new world and sqmefy,
these two tasks or ideals take it for
granted that the old had to b((i r::
placed by new, that the old el ucto
tional machinery will not be ab eb °
function and carry out the new }:;h
den imposed upon it successfully wi h
efficiency and vigour. /Therefor:. b
would be futile to carry on educa g)l
on the old lines. We have to re-mo ;
our old ideas and conceptions regart(;
ing everything. The world that (llsthe
come has in many ways c!lsca,rdIe the
old way of life and thinking. " t ad
adopted new attitude to life :};n
society in various ways. If educa 1a1
is to help us during this transnilé)nt
period in passing over from o 1o
new life cannot do by nler% y
shouting the old slogans bu g
preaching and gympathetically pr?l‘ll)l .
gating the new concepts. i8
compels the educationist to adopt
bimself and teach various subjects
from a quite different angle.Economu;q)s,
politics, sociology, qtg., are tg 1e
taught with different vision and ideal,
which will enable the future generation
to adapt itself to the coming world.

Now taking for example how edu-
cation should look at certain forces
working in society sucl.l as rehgllgn.
The religion in an orga{llsed form has
always played a reactionary role in
the society. Its institutions became
commercialised and with it they began
to generate the germs of competition,
rivalry and hate. Moreover the dorré}-
nation of the priest class, the supersti-
tion and absurd practices am.i ceremo-
ries attached to so-called religion has
to be wiped out. This purifying the
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igi its moral and ethical basis
Z(;l;gg);l 3?);? !11)1;7) education. Further
it should be emphasised thatf the
religion should’be the concerx;) of a,:
individual, that thero .should ef lxia
dom for any individual to follow

whatever religion he chooses.

In the field of economics also the
educationist has to look ahead (l)(ti'
the times into the future. The o1d
concepts are vanishing fast and o
economic laws are giving place to
new. The concept of_ prlvabe.propert(}ir
and enterprize are being modified a.rll1
controlled to a great extent by the
State. The profit incentive is not ;h:
only motive for the production bu
more and more are the pro.ducers
made to switch on their production for
use and necessities. These notlonts
have enlarged the _ hurpan oonceg A
now no longer thinking in teréns (‘)t h:
few persons, but planning Ior
welfare of all.”

imi also in politics. We
havesolglx:llglzg recognise that it shoulti'
be followed by sufficient amount o
economic liberty also that tl_l(; two
party Government now 1o .ongler
exists and is being repl_acfad.by ideolo-
gical groups. FParty discipline plays a
great part in present politics.

Thus the society is being base_d
on different ideas and principles in
which there shall be equal scope aqd
opportunity for all. ~This change in
its way also expects a similar help
from -the educationist of the day.
They shall have to gauge, evaluate
the changing concepts and progagate
them to the now generation. They
will have the responsibility of prepar-
ing the new generation for the coming
Dew era. .



“Aim of University Education ”
Sir John Sargent’s Address

L] THE greatest treasure which any
college or university can bestow
on its members is not to be

found in the prescribed text books or

in a lecture room or in an examination
hall, but in tho formal day-t
contact of fresh, keen and generous
minds ” said Sir John Sargent, Educa-
tional Adviser to the Clovernment of

India, addressing the annual convo-

cation of the Osmania University.

o-day

Sir John Sargent illustrated his
observation with anecdotes from his
career at Oxford and said “the most
valuable item in it, in my opinion, is
the close personal contact which life,
in a comparatively small residential
college, allowed or even forced one to
have with one’s fellow students, ”

Outlining the functions of a uni-
versity, Sir John Sargent quoted Car-
dinal Newman’s definition which said
that a university aims at retaining the
intellectual tone of society, at cultiva-
ting the public mind, at purifying the
national taste, at supplying the true
prineiples to popular aspiration, at
giving enlargement and sobriety to the
ideas of the age, at facilitating the
exercise of political power and refining
the intercourse of private life. “It
would be difficult for a much cleverer
man than me”, Sir John said “to
improve upon this definition and T am
not going to be gulity of diluting these
great words into tiresome platitudes.”

“ A real funiversity, whatever it
may teach its students about particular
subjects which they come up to study
ought at any rate to succeed in incul-
cating in them a _certain attitude to-
wards fome of the more important
insues of life and conduct. It is ex-
tremely difficult to find a name for
this attitude the only one. I can think

of it as* style’ in the sense in which a
French philosopher used it when he
said that style is tho essence of the
innate and perhaps the hardly realised
sense of values which can be brought
into action when the situation calls
for it 7

Further explaining what he meant
by “ style ” in its extrome manifesta-
tions, Sir John quoted cxamples from
western  history. One such example
being the last moments of Sir Philip
Sydney who, when mortally wounded
in battle, refused a drink of water on
the ground that a neighbouring
wounded man’s need was greater than
his. Again in more recent times, Cap-
tain Oates in Scott’s lagt Polar expe-
dition, walked out into a blizzard in
order that his companion’s chances of
escape might not he lessened by their
having to carry him with them. Sir
John gave these instances to illustrate
what he meant by *“style ” in a high
crisis of life and death.

“1 hope very few of you here will
be called upon to exhibit style under
such circumstances but there will be
many occasions in the ordinary course
of life when you will be called upon to
make a decision the nature of which
will be determined by whether you
Possess  ‘style’ or not,” Sir John
added.

* T cannot imagine for an instant’’
Sir John Sargent said “ that anyone
with this quality will be led into
taking mean advantage of any one or
of writing any anonymous letter or
being inconsiderate to a subordinate
or being unkind to spot, or so on. You
will have opportunities of showing
whether this University has given you
this not easily defined virtue or not.

f you seize them you will achieve
greatness,
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Direct Action

rotest against the un-
Ss:tigfactory fharact?r of the
Madras Government s.recent
announcement on the subject o:x;
the salaties of teachers,'du‘eq
action in the form of strikes is
being resorted to in some plagei
This raises certain issues an Hl
ijs-time that they are carefu yf
considered by the members ;)
the teaching profession not Oll’)l )17;
in the province of Madras bu
throughout the whole country.
For, it is not only in this pro-
vince that strikes have been re-
gorted to by teachers. They have
been already made use of by
teachers elsewhere.

Db Y\ ?\'t;’
N / . 2) ) R v‘
\"ﬂ . s

T is often asked Whe:ther direct-
I action especially in ntheW flcl)::ﬁ
trike 1s a weapo

?xfa,ysbe legitimapely used_ by .te:,‘;
chers whose main functlonflsrf

create a disciplined Way.c; ife
among the boys and glrhs 1;ﬁn-
trusted to their care and whe X e(11~
they will not be setting a ha

example to the immature yout -:i-
who are in modern times induce

to go on strike frequently-—by
resorting to direct action. thems-
selves. All things considered the
answer seems to be that .there is
nothing illegitimate or u.nmorg,l
in teachers taking to strikes in
the cause of justice as they
understand it. Non-co-operation
with injustice is always legiti-
mate and it is the ultimate .forni
of protest which every individua
reserves to himself .wl‘len 'a.ll
other means fail. It isin view
of all this that the L.xecutlve
Board of the South Indian Tea-~
chers’ Union passed recently a
resolution that it holds the view
that direct action is a legitimate
remedy open to teachers in get-
ting their grievances redressed
and circularised this resolution
among all the Teachers’ Associ-
ations in the Province.

BUT it should be clearly under-
stood that direct action should

be resorted to only as a last step

when every other means of get-

ting redress Lagefgdled.

what hapg - ~
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SO far as the teachers i

. in
eergr?lv.mc'e of Madras are ct)}rls
totek 1t is necessary for them
bo! a eﬁat least three steps hefore
actiyon nally decide on direct
2 . One 18 that teachers’
dl:garglsatxons in each of the
bgi;ncfts should contact the melm-
o thg dtihe Provincial legislature
- th klstrmt and influence them
matt:re s:;:me action in the
x| ,_ge ministry can be
bowarde o change 1ts attitude
e ot: the teac.hers if the mem-
intoret e legislature actively
aser Tthemselves in  their
fuse. hq second step is that
shese t(ilrégargusatmns shonld inter-
a}l;ld N anagements of schools

them to what exten

prepared to give ef’?ecihet}c’) 311;6
revised scales recommended be
the Government and to y
:(;Seme unlder which these sc:{?;

equalised on the i
those provided for the E::éied
in Government schools. [n ca::s
the managements are prepnyre(‘i t?)
do the right thing there will not
be' any mneed for strikes, T
third step is to organise in evere
locality a ecitizens’ committey
through which the public can be
educated in regard to the rioe
vances of the teachers. Igt 1;
necessary and desirable that the
public should become convinced
of the justice of the demand
made py teachers. At presen:
there is a wide spread opinion
amon(g1 the public that teacher
should be satisfied with } .
. salaries as they enjoy a laow
number of bolidays and ther N
also the opinion that the :orl]:

ges and find out from.
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done by teachers is not 80 essen*

tial as that done by verious
other classes of public gervants.
These ideas have to e completely
dispelled.

[T is equally necessary that tess

chers proposing to resort t0
direct nction should know exactly
what it is for which they 8r0
going on strike. In fhe case O
the teachers in the province ©
Madras it may be said that their
demand should be for complete
equality among all those serving
in the profession. This equality
should extend to salaries an
grades and to conditions O
gervice. The standard to 1?0
aimed at is the .standard laid
down by Government in respect 0
teachers in Government Schools.l
Teachers in schools managed by
local authorities and by private
committees should be raised tO
the level of tcachers in Govern-
ment Schools in all respects.
Direct action should be rgsorte
to for this perpose. This 18 what
is meant by equality. It is this
alone that will bring. togethe?
teachers in aided gchools a1
teachers in the schools manage
by local bodies. And guch qmty
is neccssary if direct action is 10
be a success.

MIOREOVER it is not desirable
that direct action should
resorted to by teachers in & singls
school alone. Isolated gtrikes
like these cannot produc’ 8
lasting effect. The movemen?
should be province wide if it 18
to be a success.

IT is quite possible that gsome
managements may close schools
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and declare a sort of lock out as
their reply to direct action by
teachers. In such a case many.
teachers will be thrown out of
employment. Many other tea-
chers may be victimised for their
taking active aud leading part
in the movement. It is also
possible that Government may
take an unfavourable and even
a hostile attitude towards tea-
chers, and threaten them with
disciplinary action like withdraw-
ing their certificates and diplo-
mas. Therefore before deciding
on direct action it is necessary
that teachers should fully deli-
berate on all these contingencies

~ and be ready with measures for

meeting them fully. A strike
fund and a fund to give relief
for sometime to teachers vieti-
mised or thrown out of employ-
ment should be raised sufficiently
in advance.

TEACHERS should also think
of the various forms which
direct action may take. Strikes
are not the only forms available
and strikes need not take the
form of stopping all work.

,1'1‘ is best that details connected

with direct action are consi-
dered and settled at a represen-
tative conference. Success can-
not be achieved unless concerted
action is taken,

s

Maulana Azad on Educational
Reform

lT is a blessing for a country
especially for a country like
India which is about to enjoy
the first fruits of freedom that

a man of real culture is responsi-
ble for the educational policy of
the Government. In Maulana
Azad we have to-day such a
person who is known for his
learning and scholarship and for
the broad catholicity of his out-
look.

LTHOUGH Education is a

provincial subject there are
many questions of a general
character which have an All-
India bearing and it is best that
they are handled by the Central
Government.  There are also
certain educational institutions
of an All-India character for
whose establishment and main-
tenance the Central Government
should take the responsibility.
In the matter of encouraging
educational experiments also the
Oentral Government should play
an important part as it has more
funds at its disposal than Pro-
vincial Governments possess.

ADDR-ESS[NG a Press Confer-
ence recently, Maulana Azad
indicated in broad outline the
directions in which ‘educational
reform should be carried on in
India and the contribution which
the Central Government has to
make for this purpose.

IT was his view that we have to
remove from the educational
system some of the evils that
were importcd into it by the
British authorities whose outlook
was and had to be entirely differ-
ent from that of an Indian
National Government. Educa-
tion should become national in
the best sense of the term for ag
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he stated, “the greatest change
against the present system of
education is that it has not led
to the development of a national
mind.”  On the other hand it
has tended to divorce the edu-
cated classes from the currents
of traditional life and en-
couraged a tendency to disown
or lpok down upon our national
heritage. It has also tended to
encourage fissiparous tendencics.
All this has to be andone. His
constructive suggestion is that
the study of Indian languages
should oceupy a prominent place
in future and they should be
used as media of instruction to
the highest stage. He declared
that he would shortly convene
a conference of representatives
of Provincial Governments and
Universities to settle this ques-
tion finally. A second item in
his programme of educational
reform is to plan out a compre-
hensive scheme of basic educa-
tion to be put into effect in
every province. It is also his
opinion that religious instruction
should find a place in any scheme
which alms at educating the
youth of the country although
he has not yet come tq any con-
clusion as to whether it should
be provided for in schools or
outside. He is only clear on one
thing that if it should be provi-
ded for in schools it should be of
the best type. He is inclined
to think— and there is some
thing to say in its favour— that
under state supervision denomj-
national teaching can be impart-
ed ina more liberal spirit than
under private control. He is

against missionary bodies using
schools for mass conversions—
w:hich are in reality no conver-
sions at all. He is also inclined
to .f&vour the use of Roman
script.  As democracy cannob
effectively function unless all are
educated he has advocated the
extensive use of broadcasting
and the film for the spread of
mass education. He is arranging
for the establishment of a Na-
tional Muscum where the finest
representations of Indian philo-
sophy, literature and art may
be preserved. Among the other
items are the development of
archaelogical studies and large
contributions for carrying on
fundamental rcscarch in sciences
as well as humanities. A special
grant has also been made to the
Jamia Millia University, Delhi
and to Santiniketan, Bengal in
view of the cxperimental work
that they have been doing in the
field of education, All this is an
inspiring programme of educa-
tional reconstruction and augurs
well for the future development
of Indian culture in all its
aspects.

Educational Se;regation

IN every country in the world
is to be found that tendenoy

which makes some men regard
others as their inferiors and an
out come of this tendency is to

have one set of schools for the

superior classes and another for
inferior classes. Kven in a demo-
cratic country like England this
tendency is not completely
absent. The richer classes go 0
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the public schools in Eton and
Harrow ; and it is the. youth be-
longing to these classes that
constitute the majority of the
undergraduates in the older Uni-
versities of Oxford and Cam-
bridge. Children of the working
glasses study in other schools
and other centres of higher learn-
ing. Of course there is no legal
bar to children of all classes
studying together but convention
and national training take the
place of such a bar and they are
quite effective. The fight for
common schools is a part of the
fight for real cquality. It is
however in the United States
and in South Africa where the
colour bar is most acute that we
find the worst teachers of educa-
tional segregation. Reference to
this is made in that informing
book on ¢ Racial Pride and Preju-
dice’ by Dr. E. J. Dingwali,
published by Watts in 1946. In
all the Southern States of the
United States there are only
separate schools for Negroes.
They are not permitted to study
in the schools intended for the
whites. Even in the Northern
States things are not very much
different.  There' the Negroes
have a tendency to live in certain
separate areas in towns and
villages and this leads to educa-
tional segregation. In these
segregated schools accomodation
is inadequate ; teaching is poor ;
teachers are badly paid; equip-
ment is either out of date or even
pon-existent. The salaries of
Negro teachers are half those
paid to the whites. There is
strong opposition against any

-

movement for mixed schools.
Discrimination is found not only
in educational institutions but
also in public libraries inspite of
the fact that in certain states
legislation penalises such discri-
mination.  There are separate
libraries for coloured readers and
in the large public libraries
separate accommodation for
Negroes. All this means that
the opportunities which Negroes
have for reading are limited and
inferier to those enjoyed by the
whites. Thissegregation accounts
for the high percentage of illi-
teracy prevailing among the
Negroes, and for the small num-
ber of Negroes in the learned
professions and in the skilled
trades. It is no wonder that
there is today a new awakening
among the coloured peoples in
the United States and a strong
agitation for the removal of
these barriers.

——

Personal Notes

Mr. J. K. ATAL, 1. . 8., has been
appointed private Secretary to Mau-
lana Abul Kalam Azad, Member for
Education in the Interim Government.
Mr. Atal is a civilian from the Central
Provinces.

MAULANA ABUL KALAM
AZAD will deliver the Convocation
Address of the Dakshina Bhavat Hin-
dustani Prachar Sabha, Madras. The
Convocation will be held in the middle
of March,

Mr. GEORGE TOMLINSON, 56
year-old Minister of Works, was
appointed Minister of Education
to succeed Miss Ellen Wilkinson who
died on Feb. 6th.
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HIGHER TECHNICAL COURSES

India will train 4,000 cngineers a
year from 1951 onwards when the pro-
posed 12-crore scheme for the establish.
ment of four higher technical institutions,
oune each in Eastern, Western, Southern
and Northern India, is in full operation,

The first two of these institutions
are to be immediutely established, one
In the neighbourhood of Caloutta and
the other in Bombay. Each of these is
expected to cost Rs. 3 crores and 5 lakhs
on capital expenditure and about Rs. 44
lakhs recurring, and will provide train-
Ing facilities for about 2,000 under.
graduate and 1,000 post-graduate and
research students,

The decision to make a start with
these two institutions was taken recently
in Delhi at a meeting of the Co-ordina-
tion Committee of the All-India Council

of Technical Education, with Mr. N, R.
Sarker as President. '

The main subjects to be taught in
the institutions are electrical, mcchani-
cal, aeronautical engineering, civil and
sanitary engineering, chemical engineer-
ing, architecture and town regional
planning, marine engineering, textile
technology, metallurgy, meteorology,
geology and geophysics. These institu-
tions will also provide wide facilities for
training men for fundamental and in-
dustrial researches in engineering and
technological subjects. Pending the
establishment of the remaining two in-
stitutions, the Eastern and Western

Teohnical Institution will cater to the -

needs of all the provinces, especially
those having inadequate facilities for
education in engineering and technology.

CANDIDATES FOR THE
CENTRAL SERVICES

 Mr. M. J. Desai, 1. C. S., Princi 1
designate of the proposed Indian 58;1-

ministrative Sorvices Training Sechool,
has, it is learnt, comploted his plans and
the syllabus of training to be given to
candidates seleeted 1o man the future
adminigtrative services. They are now
undergoing  departmental oxamination
and as soon as they are approved, the
school is expected to start. by the end
of March or the beginning of April.

In view of the difficulty of housing
the school and  the staff in Delhi, it i8
learnt that the school may be located at
Dehra Dun. Initially seventy-five war
service candidates, drawn from all pro-
vinces of India who are approved by
their respective provinees and assured of
appointments, are to be admitted for
training. The training period is expected
to last a year and the syllabus will in-
olude courses in civil and penal laws,
revenue administration and history, and
on the whole is based more or less on the
syllabus according to which officers of
the I. C.S. used to be trained.

One of the tasks of the school will
be to attune the minds of war service
candidates to civilian ways of thinking
and to make them acquire an outlook on
administrative problems in conformity
with the country’s self-governing status.
After the initial group of war service
candidates are trained, a more compre-
hensive selection of officer-condidates
is-expected to be made, based on the
needs of the participating provinces and
tests by competitive examination,

TWO UNITED NATIONS SCHOLAR-
SHIPS FOR INDIAN STUDENTS

The Purdue University, Lafayette,
U. S. A. has offered to Indian students
two United Nations Scholarships each
of the value of 1.0 dollars per term
tenable at the University for study in
Science, Enginering, Agriculture, Phar-
macy and Education for the term begin-
ning in September 1947,
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The Scholarships will be granted for
one term in the first instance but can be
extended a term at a time till the comple-
tion of the course provided the scholars
make satisfactory progress. Candidates
must be graduates of Indian Universities
and should be able to supplement the
scholarship from their own funds in
order to meet the high cost of University
education in the U. S. A. They should
be prepared to spend about 2,500 dollars
from their own pockets. '

The Government of India have
iovited Universities and other Educa-
tional Institutions of similar rank to
recommend names of suitable students.
The final selections will be made by the
authorities of the Purdue University.

GOVERNING BODY FOR DELHI
POLYTECHNIC

With a view to developing the Delhi
Polytechnic into & first class Technolo-
gical Institution, a GoVernEng Body has
been set up under the Chairmanship of
Mr. S, Lall, Secretary to the Government
of India, Deparment of Labour. Besides
the local industrial and other interests,
the Delhi University and the local centre
of the Institution of Engineers (India)
are also represented on this Body, which
will perform Loth advisory and governing
functions.

Amongst theMmeIXbeRS %f the Govgxi';

i ody are: Mr. A. A. Burney,
21;::%13' D}éan, Dr. Zakir Husain, Dr. D.
S. Kethari, Rai Bahadur G. M. Modi,
Mr. D. G. Mulherkar, Dr. Shiv Narayan,
Sir Shri Ram, Mr. M. 8. Randhava, Mr.
W. G. W. Reid, Dr.S. R. Sen Gupta,
Sir Sobha Singh, Khan Bahadur Mohd.
Sulaiman, Mr. H. R. Thadhani and the
principal of the Delhi Polytechnic.

An officer of the Education Depart-
ment will act as Secretary to the Gover-

ning Body.

MADRAS
EXPERTS’ COMMITTEE TO
HOLD ENQUIRY

The Government constituted an
expert committee of prominent educa-
tionists in India to advise them on the
best lines on which education in general

-

and university education in particular
can be reorganised so as to suit the
present day national requirements.

COMPULSORY EDUCATION
FOR CHILDREN

The Government have passed orders
approving the proposal of the Director
of Public Instruction that the school age
prescribed for children in regard to com-
pulsory elementary education in areas in
which compulsion has been in force
prior to August 1945, may be taken as
between six and twelve years instead of
the varying age limits now prescribed
for children of different communities,

GRANTS TO AIDED ELEMENTARY
SCHOOLS

The Government have directed that
with effect from January 1947 grants to
aided elementary schools should be paid
monthly instead of quarterly.

The grants for January and February
the Government state, can be paid in
April 1947 and monthly payments made
in succeeding months thereafter.

USE OE SCHOOLS FOR
PROSELYTISATION

The Government, it is underssood,
have under consideration the action to
be taken on the representations received
from various persons to the effect that
school buildings, teaching staff and stu. .
dents are in many cases used for pur-
poses of proselytisation to Christian
faith and that they should not be al-
lowed to be so utilised. Representations
have also been received by the Govern-
ment that in the scéhools in which
religious instruction of a particular de-
nomination is being imparted students
should not be compelled to attend de-
nominational instruction when it is in
regard to religions other than their own.

CORFORATION COMMITTEE ASKS
FOR GOVERNMENT HELP

The Education Committee of the
City Council while approving the, Ele-
mentary Education Budget estimates for
1947-48 has recommended to the City
Council that the Government should be
informed that if they did not give
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adequate relief to the Corporation to
meet the heavy burden on Ele-Kdnea.
tion, the Corporation  would have wo
alternative to handing over the admini.
stration of the Elementary Edneation
in the city to the Government.

BOMBAY

TEXTILE RESEARCH
INSTITU'FIS

The Cotton Textiles Fund Committec
has decided to set up ait up-to-date Tex-
tile Research Institute in Indian at an
estimated cost ot approximately R, 50
lakhs. The Tnstitute, which wiil be yun
by the Cotton Textiles  Fund Committee
under the aecgis of the  Government of
India, will carry on both fundamental
and applied rescarch in all branches of
the textile industry. In the initial stage
however, emphasis will be laid on the
development  of the teachnique of
mechanical processing  of cotton and
allied fibres.

A Director, with considerable know-
ledge of textile technology as appiled to
the cotton textile industry, will be in
charge of this Institute,

Details of the plans for the opening
of the proposed Institute are being
worked out by the Committee, the venue
for which is expected to be in Bombay
~ Province, though no decision to this
effect has  heen arrived at hy the
Committee.

BENGAL

INSTITUTE OF CULTURE
OPENED IN CALCUTTA

“ Lectures on miltary science will
be a feature of this institution which it
was one of the ardent desires of Subhas
Chandra Bose to cstablish”, said Mr.
Sarat Chandra Bose declaring open the
Subhas Institute of Culture in North
Caleutta, '

Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose said that
foreign languages, both of Europe such
as French, Russian and German, as
well as those of East Asia would be
taught at the Institute to which would

also be attached subsidiary departments
for music and gymnastic exercises and
a social centre,

SIND
SIND UNIVERSITY BILL

Opposition o the proposed - Sind
University Bill is voiced by various  in-
stitutions and edacationists in Karachi.
The Citizens’  Committee of Karachi in
a lengthy  statement protested against
the Bill and eharacterised it ay a C'om-
munal legislation and political move.
The critics state that the Bill was desig.
ned as a political move to “eapture
patronage,  throttle  the non-Muslim
educational institutions, and institute
cheap degrees ”

ORISSA

“DEFLANT ATTITUDE
O STUDENTS »

The Ravenshaw College has c¢losed
down sme dic according to a notice
issued by the Principal Mr, S, Roy <in
view of the defiant attitude of students
who are continually creating a state of
affairs wherein there is no atmosphere of
study in  the college. »

—

TRAVANCORE

STUDENTS SUSPENDED
IN TRIVANDRUM

The Ayurveda College has virtually
closed down as a result of the suspension
of 153 out of 160 students by the Prin-
cipal. This follows the refusal of the
students to apologise for having absent-
ed themselves from their classes on
January 13 Jast.

It will be remembered that the local
students staged a one.day strike on Ja.
nuary 13 last to protest against the
arrest of Mr. Ravindra Varma, President,
All India Students’ Congress and three
other student leaders.

P2y

= ¥ B
(?v*-tv S > S50 2h 2 S SOR

. PUBLAC OPINION |
!

A A e e e e RlTiAL

M™IE Hox. MAULANA AZAD ON
TECHNOLOGTCAT, TRAINING

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, Edu-
cation Member, said in reply to Seth
Govind Das that with a view to ensur-
ing an adequate supply of ’gechmcal
personnel for post-war industrial deve-
lopment in the country, an ad hoc
committee ¢ Sarker Committee ) was
et up by the Bducation Department
in the beginning of 1945 to 'cousder
the establishwent  of  high-grade
technical institutious in India on the
lines of the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology.

The Committee had submitted an
interim report in which it had recom-
mended that not less than four higher
technical instituti;ns—one in the
north, one in the east, one in the
gsouth and one in the west—would be
necessary to satisfy Tndia’s post-war
requirements.

The recommendations of the
Sarker Committee in regard to the
establishment of the four higher te-
chnical institutions had subsequently
been endorsed by the All-India Council
for Technical Education. The Coun-
cil, however, recommended that the
exact location of these institutions
should be decided by the Council itself

_after taking into consideration the

facilities available in the locality, the
existence of engineering, techni.cal apd
technological institutions, university
colleges and research facilities and the
particular industries existing in the
area concerned.

The Government had accepted
these recommendations in general and
were taking necessary steps to esta-
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blish the eastern and western higher
technical institutions with the least
possible delay.

Sik JOHN SARGENT ON
STATUS OF TEACHERS

Addressing a gathering of teachers
under the auspices of the Secundera-
bad Teachers’ Association at the
Mahboob College, Sir John Sargent,
Educational Commissioner of the Gov-
ernmeny of India, defended the
scheme of the Central Advisory Board
of Education, and answered criticisms
levelled against the scheme, He also
appealed to the teachers to organise
themsclves and make their voice
powerful in the couniry.

Sir John Sargent said that one of
the greatest problems facing India in
the field of education was the teacher.
Even from the point of view of the
practical  administrator, added Sir
John, the teachers were the most im-
portant problem, for the cost and
period of any scheme of educational
reconstruction depended upon teachers.
Seventy-five per cent of the ann_ua,l
expenditure of the 300 crores envisa-
ged in his educational plan would be
required t) pay the salaries of teachers.
This was despite the fact that the
Central Advisory Board had suggested
that the salary of the primary school
teachers should be Rs. 30 at the be-
ginning of his service rising to about
Rs. 50 towards the end of his service,

Considering the amount of honour
that was traditionally attached to the
teaching profession in India, Sir John
said that the profession was a very
low-paid one. The principal blame
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for this state of afiairs lay not on the
teacher or on the educational authori-
ties, but on the population at large.

Sir John wanted the teachers to
organise themselves and make their
voice powerful in the country when
they could have their legitimate de-
mands  accepted without resorting
to strikes. This required not only
professional qualifications but pro-
fessional integrity. 'hey must havo
courage to expel from their organisa-
tion members who were not fit to be
in the ranks of the profession,.

Dr. C. RAJAGOPALACHART ON
ATOMIC RESEARCH

“ Before the end of 1943 we will
have a pucca constitution which will
be accepted by all. As we have to pro-
duce a democratic form of Govern-
ment for four hundred millions, we
must be patient and must go on mak-
ing experiments for some time”, obser-
ved Mr. C. Rajagopalachari, Member
for Industries, addressing the students
of the Benares Hindu University on
the occasion of the Science Céllege
Day celebrations at the University.

Mr. Rajagopalachari  condemned
wholesale all atomic investigations, “if
I haa the power, T would prefer total
prohibition of atonie investigation and
would confiscate. all laboratories and
centres of investigations and money
grants earmarked for the purpose. ”
ﬁlz éi;:éru;‘f;:r: of two cities of Japan,

ided, 00 terrible for words
Hte did not think it probable that
atomic energy could be used for cook-

) e ;
tkly, might be, in se]f?dggscg]om qur-

© reminded them that i i
:"n;? th9 earliest days there Ar;dlll)ldm
- lentlﬁq attitude ang lab teen
%Pﬁ?i:(;h in regard to many nclm:tory
sed students to - devote ai;h:::'

solves to the methods of socience,
cultivate sclentitic methods of research

& capactty for und oision
o judgz{ for nderstanding, pre

Mgr. RYAN ON TEACHERS* ROLE
IN RURAL WELFARE o

Addressing the members: ¢f -she

Saidapet Teachers College Teachers)

Association on Feb 3, Mr.J. C. Ryan,
Deputy Comnissioner for Prohibition,
appealed to the teachers to take an

active interest in the rural recreation °

scheme of the Madras Government in
the prohibition areas.

Mr. Ryan said that the rural
recreation centres had proved to be
most popular with the villagers. In
Salem district alone there were 1,200
such clubs functioning actively.

Deseribing the advantage which
Prohibition conferred on the villagers,
Mr. Ryan said that taluk, divisional
and district tournaments were being
conducted to infuse the competitive
spirit in the people. Speaking from
personal knowledge, he could say that
almost the entire money that people
used to spend on drink was now being
saved by them. Mr Ryan added: “The
Government.  are  conducting  rural
upliftment  schools once in  three
months in every revenue division in
every district.  Young people of over
18 are admitted and trained in those
schools for acting as village guides.
A large number of teachers of higher
elementary schools and even high
schools have joined the schools and are
training students in that line. It is
only by your co-operation that young
people can be trained to act as a sort
of liaison officers between the Gav-
ernment and the illiterate viilagers.”
He added that the Government expec-

ted the teachers’ co-operation in the
noble task of increasing the standard
of life of the villagers through their

active participation in the rural recrea-
tion centreg,

w0 .

FOREIGN CURRENTS

AN HUNGARIAN EXPERIMENT

By Mr. EDMOND FERENCZI

THE tragedy of revolutions is that
they must rebuild a new gocial
order at a time when the admi-
nistration is disorganized, the public
funds exhausted, and the country
ruined. This is the case in Hungary,
where the efforts of the young demo-
cracy encounter the enormous ob-
stacles resulting from the war, German
pillage, occupation, and inflation.
Despite these unfavourable circum-
stances, the Government is attempt-
ing to render higher education more
democratic by enabling peasants and
workers to enter the universities in
large numbers for the first timé in
Hungarian history. With this end in
view, ‘‘colleges” have been esta-
blished, rudimentary, ill-equipped,
often in ruins, to shelter these new

arrivals in the capital, and to give -

them, besides university education,
the secondary training they lack and
a democratic political education.

One of these colleges, however,
the Stephen Gyorffy College, is older,
and may be called the prototype of
guch institutions. It is worth study
ing.

The Stephen Gyorffy College is
one of the most curious institutions
not only in Hungarian higher educa-
tion, but also in the whole social evo-
Iution of Hungary. Its foundation,
its development, its activity reflect
the efforts of the progressive classes
of society in the difficult inter-war
period. Its function and its methods
have no parallel in Central Europe.

The creation of Gyorffy College
was suggested by the peculiar situa-
tion of youth in Hungarian society.
Hungarian youth, like Hungarian

gociety as a whole between 1848 and.

1946, has never been marked by de-

mocratic influences, except for the
still-born revolution o¢ 1917. The
feudal governmental machinery of the
Austro-Hungarian monarchy, and the
governing circles of the Horthy regime
after the first world war, were always
able to find educational methods
which disarmed and neutralised youth.
The war revealed how this fascist
system was able to lead the great °
mass of youth astray and to use it
against the peasant and working
masses. Only very few young men
had the intelligence and the strength
of character to break these intellectual
and social fetters, and arrive, through
independent study, at democratic and
constructive principles. A cleverly
concealed selection excluded from the
schools the children of the poor
peasantry and of the industrial pro-
letariat. Thus the student body of
the higher schools of Hungary in the
most liberal period was composed of
not more than 2% of young peasants
and 4% of sons of workers. The stu-
dent societies, which were very power-
ful and protected by the government,
were dominated by thc ideology of
the governing classes, and consciously
endeavoured to smother any attempt
at free thought within the universities.
. Thus Hungarian youth gradually be-
came indifferent, if not hostile, to
democratic evolution. And yet it
was in the darkest period, in 1935,
that the first foundations of Gyorffy
College were laid.

The founders of the Stephen
Gyorffy College undertook the difficult
task of representing democratia
thought in the universities, and of
embarking upon the education of
Hungarian youth in a concrete way.
The young men of the Gyorffy College
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were able, in the six years following
1939, to develop intellectually farther
than the mass of Hungrian intelle-
ctuals in 25 or even 50 years. These
young people were not taken in tow
by the working classes, but fought
with them, and indeed outstripped
apd led them. 1t is this role which
gives Gyorffy college its international
mportance, for Kurope has few such
Institutions. In more advanced coun-
tries, democratic youth organizations
and democratic education itself make
such Pedagogical interventions uu-
necessary. In retarded countries, on
the other hand, such efforts have
come to nothing, and this is why the
study of the methods of this college
is valuable. °

The origins of Gyorffy college go
back to 1937 and spring from the
most diverse sources.  Various groups,
sociologists, popular writers, intelle-
ctuals of the peasant class, a few de-
mocratic Professors, leaders of the
movement for popular universitics,
journalists, agrarian socialists, incited
a small elite ameng university youth
to meet and to work together. At the
same period, the mass of young in-
tellectuals was moving irresistibly
towards the right, because of the
opportunism of the moment. An
enormous amount of energy and hard
work was necessary to enable this
little group of advanced -elements
to maintain its identity, preseve a
clear doctrine, and not allow itself to
be led astray by the demagogic ten-
dencies which arose within it.

It was in February of 1940 that
Gyorffy College was founded, with
the avowed purpose of giving peasant
youth and the poor the opportunity
to study, while enabling them to re-
tain their social consciousness. The
necessary funds were supplied by
the -will. of a university profeusor,
the geographer Stephen  Gyorffy.

These funds were not sufficient, and
1t soon appeared that rightist young
people might take possession of the
college and destroy its ideals; therefore
the supporters of the plan approached
political movements and prominent de-
mocrats who agreed to aid the college,
either from convietion, or from roman-
ticism, or for a political purpose. In
accepting this help, the college laid
down only one condition : its autonomy
under the terms of its statutes which
garantecd the administration of the
college by the students themselves. At
this point oceurred the one and only
miracle of the Horthy regime: in the
fall of 1942, the Minister of the
Interior agreed to the statutes drawn
up by the young people of the college,
admitting that he considered them
“stupid ” but that “the sluices must
be opened «a little ” and “a trial should
be made.” Thus, in 1942, officially,
and with the support of many pro-
minent figures in Hungarian life who
did not all understand what was invol-
ved, Giyorffy College was born,

Then began the second and most
glorious phase of the life of the college,
which lasted until the German occupa-
tion and the suppression of its auto-
nomy. At first, the college was anima-
ted only by a simple popular romanti-
cism, based on myths, on a working-
class  nationalism. Henceforth, the
study of sociological problems became
more exact, and the college bhoys be-
came aware of their class position
within Hungarian society : the college
became truly democratic in its methods,
its selection, and its teaching. The time
was divided among lectures, seminars,
and evening discussions. The lecturers
were constantly changing—writers,
politicans, technicians. The emphasis
was particularly on social, economio
and political questions. Besides the
teaching of western languages; :the
school cuncil rendered compulsorythe:
teaching of the languages of the neigh.
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bouring Slavic countries; a very com-
plete library of political sociology made
possible -individual study. Perhaps
more important than the teaching
itself were the conditions of community
life, the compulsion to share the meals,
the dormitories, one’s cares and hopes.
These close human relations united the
students who organized an exemplary
division of labor : housework syndica-
tes, kitchen syndicates, a “ wall-news
paper” syndicate were created ina
spirit of emulation. In 1943, a
“brother ”  college was founded at
Debrecen. Shortly .after, a popular
agricultural college was founded in the
same spirit at Pestszenterzseet, which,
with about 120 acres of land, was able
to remain open throughout the year
1944. In addition, the students com-
pleted plans for a new Gyorffy College
of four ‘stories, the organization of
which was based on the experiences of
community life. The students of the
college soon organized a popular uni-
versity where they gave public courses
and seminars for some hundreds of
workers and peasants. These students
also became more actively connected
with larger youth movements and
entered into friendly relations with
factory workers. In the course of these
efforts, many boys were arrested by
the political police and were often im-
prisoned. During the summer, big
camps were held, at which the new
inmates of the college were very care-
fully selected.

As early as the fall of 1943 the
eollege came under attack. Many of
the prominent persons who had finan-
eed the college walked out of the
meetings where the students demon-
strated in favor of peace, and demand-
ed the suppression of the college’s
autonomy. Until the very end, the
eollege students defended their rights
and the liberty garanteed by their
stdtutes with energy. But the German

occupation put an end to their efforts
in March 1914 : a delegate of the Gov-
ernment was appointed director of the
college ; then one by one, and of their
own free will, the young men left the
college and became outlaws. The third,
illegal phase of the life of the college
began. .

During this period, some of the
students fought in the official resistan-
ce movement, the * national indepen-
dence front, ”” where they allied them-
selves with the workers. Many were
sent to concentration camps or mili-
tary prisons. After the “Arrow
Crosses,” (Hungarian Nazi organisa-
tion) seized power in October 1944,
the Gyorffy students founded the
Hungarian students’ liberty front,
which remained in clos? contact with
the resistance front of young workers
and the committees of liberation in
the regions from which the Germans
had already been driven out. These
were the constituent elements of what
became after the liberation the
Association of Hungarian Democratio
Youth (MADISZ).

The illegal struggle deepened the
knowledge and the political experience
of the students, and helped to unite
the divergent tendencies within the

college.

After the liberation, in January
1945, the young people immediately re-
estabiished the life of the college, took
part in the creation of the Democratio
Youth Association, and participated
in the activities of the political parties.
In March 1945, following the law on
agrarian reform, the student of
Gyorffy, in the capacity of commissars:
of the Government, distributed more.
than 2 million .acres to the peasants.
These students moreover took an’’
active part in 3he purging of the uni-
versities, in the fight against reaction,
in electoral propaganda, etc. At the:
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present time, the college is endeavorin
) g

above all to develop cultural organiza-

tions among the workers and peasants.

Thus we can now redefine the
function of Gyorffy College : anﬁinstitu-
tion of higher learning which gives a
home to 'qhe talented but needy sons
of the agricultural proletariat, provides

them with the necessities of life, gives

them technical traini R
education, ng and a political

. The administration of the colle
18 in the hands of the students, whg:
d_ro-a,v.v up the schedule, divide responsi-
bilities among themselves, elect their
professors, etc. These democratic
rights of the eollege are assured by
new statutes confirming their auto-
nomy qf 1942. The college has three
governing bodies : the executive com-
mittee, the co-operative, and the court

of honor, which privide for the smooth
functioning of the life of the college.
But what is more important,

Gyorffy College is a precedent for the
development of intellectual life among
the poorer classes. A whole series of
college on the same pattern have been
crea,tefi in Hungary, both in Budapest
and in provincial towns. These
collegc?s must face immense and tragic
mgtprml difficulties, but the common
spirit which animates them enables
them to overcome poverty, cold and

hunger. The foreign observer, who
has had the opportunity of taking

wltl} these new students, of hearing

fohelr plans, their convictions, their

ideals, cannot but be convinced of the
democratic future of Hungry, for they
have undertaken an historic task: that
of reconciling the intelligentsia and
the working classes, which until now
had been quite out of touch.

—1. 8. 8. Bulletine. Nov.. 1946.
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Dearness Allowance and
First Grade Colleges

, Sir, In response to the repeated
appeals of the teachers of institutions
under private managements the Go-
vernment issued orders permitting the
Managements to grant  Dearness
Allowance to their employees at the
rates fixed for Government servants.
But as most of the managements were
reluctant to give full effect to the
recommendation, further appeals had
to be made to the Government to
make the payment of Dearness Allow-
ance at Government rates obligatory
on the part of managements of pri-
vate institutions. The Government,
however, in their G.O. No. 1753 Mis.
Edn., dated 11-9-46, while expressing
unwillingness to compel the manage-
ments, offered to pay their contribu-
tion of 50% of the Dearness Allow-
ance at Government rates irrespective
of the rate of allowance paid by the
managements. Orders have also been
jssued subsequently by the D.P. 1.
directing the managements of Second-
ary Sochools and Second Grade Col-
leges to disburse immediately the
amounts due to their employees from
the Government under the above
mentioned G. O. for the year '45-46.

These instructions of the D. P. L.
for implementing the G. O. No. 1753
Mis. Ed., dated 11-9-46 have not been
communicated to the managements of
First Grade Colleges. It is not known
why this distinction between First
Grade Colleges and Second Grade
Colleges has been made in the instruc-
tions for implementing the G. O. while
the G O. itself does not imply it.
Further, such a distinction is not at
all justified in view of the fact that

in many First Grade Colleges the
galaries and grades of pay are no
better than those obtaining in Second
Grade Colleges and, the teachers there
of are as much in need of relief. It
is hoped the Government will recog-
nise the injustice in this distinction
and enable the teachers of the First
Grade Colleges , also to secure the
much needed relief of Dearness
Allowance at Government rates under
this G. O. or otherwise.

Hindu College,
Magulipatam

K. SIVARAMAYYA,
Secretary, T. A.

Kurnool Dt. Téachers‘ Guild

Sir, The following resolutions were
passed at the Half yearly Conference
of the Kurnool District Teachers’ Guild
Leld at Dronachalam on 15-2-1647,
under the presidency of Mr. 8. P. Syed
Khadar, B.a., L.T., Headmaster, Ml.
Muslim High Schooi, Kurnool.

RESOLUTIONS:

1. This Conference submits to the
Government for their serious consi-
deration that schools by whomsoever
managed are public institutions as’
they are subsidized by public funds,
and as such the schools have every.
right to expect equal treatment to all
teachers of the same grade serving
therein in the interest of their harmo-
nious and efficient working.

9. This Conference of the Teachers’
Guild® views with despair the
unjust perpetuation of the invidious
distinction between teachers in Go-
vernment, Schools and local body
scliools, between teachers of local body
schools and aided schools in the matter
of scales of pay. It respectfully
appeals to the popular ministry to do
justice to the teaching profession by
effecting the following measures ; (a) to
fix the same scales of pay for teachers
of the same grade irrespective of the
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It is one of the encouraging signs
of the stirring times through which we
are passing that physical education is
increasingly coming into its own today.
The education that aims at develop-
ing the mind to the practical or total
neglect of the body is lop-sided and
badly stands in need of a corrective.
What shall it profit a man if he gain
the whole world of knowledge and loso
his own physical self * We cannot have
an A, mind inculcated in a C,

“E2) Continucd from preceding page.

managements they happen to serve.
(b) to grant immediately the interim
relief and one month’s bonus to tea-
chers in non-Government schools  also.

3. This Conference requests the
Government to place adequate funds
at the disposal of local boards and
private managements to enable them
to give immediate effect to the en-
hanced and uniform scales of pay as
submitted above.

4. The Guild requests the Govern-
ment to insist upon the managements
of private schools to adopt immedi-
ately the same conditions of service

as are prevailing in Government and
Local Body schools.

8. The Conference endorses
view of the Executive Board of
S. IT U. that the direct actiox
!egltlm.a.te, remedy open to o
in getting their grievanoces réfzes

the

G. Stva Rao, K. Ngrra
President, 8o
‘:.3 L" by

, \Y/ ¢SO
b 2 \v\»m
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physical consititution. The old adage—
MENS SANG 7 COT POTE SANO-—IMPressos
on us the vital importance of culti-
vating a strong physique in our en-
deavour to develop our minds. The
rediscovery of the paramount import-
ance of physical fitness is one of the
fruits that the western world owesto the
¢lobal war with its terrible carnage.
In Tndia this *fitness-consciousness
is & now pnenomenon as physical edu-
cation has had no status worth men-
tioning in the schools or even in the
whole educational field. Thanks to
the large emphasis that is now laid on
the importance of physical fitness, we
are, however in no danger hereafter
of underestimating its value or negleo-
ting its cuitivation. TKACHING has
renderced an inestimable service to the
cause of physical education by bring-
ing out a special number bearing upon
this all-important phase of education
activity, The editor feels that the
response from contributors has not
been commensurate with the impor-
tance of the subject. At the same t1me
we have a few informative and instruc:
tive articles. Two important l&nfl
marks in the recent history of Physr
cal education in this country are the
convocation of the All-India Confe-
rence at Amaraoti and the submis
sion of the report by the physw&l
education committee set up by :
jovernment of Bombay. The prest?a_
issue of TEACHING contains a'cgus
cal study of the one and .a lumi N
summary of the other. The playVW ¥
in education, the value of ind;genou%
games, standard tests for the m::‘r‘
surement of physical fitness are °f’ .
topics that have been dealt with I o
3 way by experts in the Ra’gl
sue. Those who are genuine'y
in the furtherance O

cducation will find ”
WEACHING a veluablé
V. M.
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